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BHUSD approves partnership
with SoCal Special Olympics

photo courtesy of BHUSD

BHUSD Board of Education members joined Special Olympics Southern
California representatives, celebrating the district’s new Unified
Champion Schools partnership.

The Beverly Hills Unified
School District Board of Education
unanimously approved a partner-
ship with Special Olympics
Southern California during the May
12 regular Board of Education
meeting, officially launching the
Unified Champion Schools pro-
gram across the district beginning
in the 2026-27 school year.

The partnership reflects
BHUSD’s continued commitment
to creating school communities
where every student is valued,
respected and supported both inside
and outside of the classroom, the
district said. Through the Unified
Champion Schools initiative, gen-
eral education students and students
receiving special education services
will participate together in Unified
Physical Education, Unified Sports,
leadership opportunities and

school-wide activities designed to
strengthen belonging, connection
and school spirit.

The program will expand oppor-
tunities for students across the dis-
trict to build friendships, strengthen
leadership skills, develop teamwork
and empathy and create meaningful
connections through athletics,
activities and campus engagement.

Kelly Pond, president and CEO
of Special Olympics Southern
California, joined BHUSD Board
of Education President Judy
Manouchehri in accepting the reso-
lution during the meeting on behalf
of the organization and its Unified
Champion Schools program.

“We are incredibly proud to part-
ner with Special Olympics
Southern California through the
Unified Champion Schools pro-
gram,” Manouchehri said. “This

resolution reflects BHUSD’s com-
mitment to creating school commu-
nities where every student feels val-
ued, included and empowered to
thrive. Expanding opportunities for
students of all abilities to learn, lead
and build meaningful connections
is exactly the kind of work that
strengthens our schools.”

“This partnership represents an
important step forward for Beverly
Hills Unified School District,”
BHUSD Superintendent Alex
Cherniss said. “Unified Champion
Schools will create new opportuni-
ties for students to learn from one
another, compete together and build
lasting friendships through athlet-
ics, leadership and shared experi-
ences. We are excited to partner
with Special Olympics Southern
California to continue expanding
opportunities for students across
our district.”

District staff shared that planning
efforts are already underway ahead
of the 2026-27 school year, with col-
laboration taking place across depart-
ments and school sites to support the
launch of the program and future

opportunities for regional competi-
tion and student participation.

In addition to the Special
Olympics Southern California pre-
sentation, the May 12 Board of
Education meeting also included
recognitions honoring the Beverly

Vista Middle School cheer team,
Beverly Vista Middle School track
and field record holders and the
Beverly Vista Middle School
Counseling Department for earning
ASCA RAMP certification.

For information, visit bhusd.org.

El Capitan celebrates 100 years
Disney’s home on Hollywood

Boulevard, The El Capitan Theatre,
celebrates a historic milestone – it’s
one hundredth anniversary. To kick
off the celebration, the city of Los
Angeles will be presenting a procla-
mation – by Council District 13

council member Hugo Soto
Martinez on Thursday, May 21 at
7:30 p.m. – at the sold-out opening
night of “The Mandalorian and
Grogu.”

A new archival display will be
featured inside the theatre and

includes rarely seen models of the
theatre’s 1991 restoration made by
Joe Musil, the renowned theatre
designer who led the meticulous
work bringing the El Capitan back
to its original 1926 Spanish
Colonial Revival splendor.

Also debuting will be a brand-
new curtain show – with a special
nod to the motifs and designs of the
original curtains. The new curtain
show will debut with a soundtrack
that highlights the theatre’s historic
story.

When the El Capitan Theatre
reopened, the first feature to pre-

miere was Disney’s “The
Rocketeer.” To acknowledge this
special connection, a screening of
Disney’s “The Rocketeer” will take
place on Monday, June 1 at 7 p.m.,
featuring a special Q&A with direc-
tor Joe Johnston and executive pro-
ducer Larry Franko. Tickets will be
on sale soon.

To round out the celebration, an
assortment of merchandise will
debut throughout the year, celebrat-
ing this historic milestone, includ-
ing but not limited to an exclusive
Spirit Jersey, limited release print,
limited-edition keychain and limit-

ed-edition pins.
Since its opening in 1926, the

theatre has delighted generations of
guests, offering a century of smiles,
laughter, and masterful storytelling.
Disney's Home on Hollywood
Boulevard, the grandest of all
movie palaces, stands as a timeless
tribute to the classic movie going
experience, continually evolving
with cutting edge innovations to
captivate guests for years to come.

For information, visit elcapi-
tantheatre.com. The El Capitan
Theatre is located at 6838
Hollywood Blvd.

photo courtesy of Disney

The El Capitan Theatre first opened its doors in 1926.

“There is but one evil, war. All the other proclaimed evils such as hate
greed, discrimination, and jealousy are only sub-catagories of it.”

José Barreiro, Journalist, Writer, Activist [b. 1948]

*source: Every day Peacebuilding

Have a peaceful Memoral Day.

Notable Quotes
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I’m having an affair with fresh
air, a fling with spring – the
flowerbeds full as snowdrifts.

 “The earth is all before me,” in
the words of Wordsworth, who like
most poets had a thing for fresh
morning air, even though his mind
often seemed an attic, or a musty
nook.

Poets, huh? 
At best, most are meh to me.

They write about rocks, birds and
Zen Buddhism. 

Their stuff is absolutely the
thinnest air, the lightest fluff. 

Trust me, I know fluff.
In spring, “the earth is like a child

that knows poems by heart,” wrote
Rainer Maria Rilke, a poet I actual-
ly admire.

His poems are rows of tulips
stretching for the noon sun. Other
poets I like: Pablo Neruda, Wendell
Berry.

Remember, we are what we read.
Yet, give me songwriters any

day. I’ll take Paul Simon over
Baudelaire, Billie Eilish over
Ferlinghetti. 

The soundtrack in my head:
Gordon Lightfoot, John Sebastian.

Unlike poets, songwriters must
still rhyme their words, then wrap
them in harps and gee-tars. 

Songs feed us. When a good song
is over, you’re a deeper, more-ful-
filled person. We wait in the garage,
the radio still humming, for them to
end.

Writing songs must be very hard;
I hope to try it some time.

Unfortunately, my only connec-
tion to music is as a schoolboy horn
player. I used to get so nervous,
even in rehearsals. Turns out, that

was a good thing; I learned from an
early age how useless it is to get
nervous.

Still, I’ve been a little nervous
ever since.

Go figure.
Writers can be restless spirits. We

overthink everything. We’re lucky
to pay the rent. That can really wear
on a dude.

I managed to make a career as a
writer and editor, mostly thanks to
newspapers, which are the
Savannah Bananas of good writing.
Reporters are generally better
respected for their dogged detective
work than for their prose.

Every once in a while, some hack
sheds the shackles of daily journal-
ism. Hemingway, Dickens, Twain,
London were all former reporters.
Faulkner too. 

As we know, they were dysfunc-
tional stooges – all difficult … all
demanding. They frustrated friends
and lovers nonstop.

By the way, can you imagine
William Faulkner writing a simple
news brief on a three-alarm fire? 

“Through the fence, between the
curling flower spaces, the fire
roared, with flames unrepentant. I
was I and you were you …”

My favorite writers? Columnists.
On deadline, Jim Murray and Mike
Royko could turn cheap newsprint
into velvet, as did an erudite New
Yorker by the name of Red Smith. 

Like good song writers, colum-
nists have the souls of pickpockets.
They smell like rainy streets. They
would rather sneak aboard a
freighter than suffer through anoth-
er English class.

“Avoid the split infinitive, espe-
cially when it is stylistically awk-
ward…”

Honestly, who gives a flip?
Texas also had a legendary

columnist, Molly Ivins, who cob-
bled together fragrant thoughts at a
frantic pace.

Of a bad politician, Ivins once
said: “If you put that man’s brain in
a bumblebee, it would fly back-
wards.”

She once dubbed Phil Gramm
“the senator from Enron…”

Now and again, I also like to
squeeze the toothpaste out of the
language. In particular, I pride
myself on manhandling  metaphors.

 “That’s not a metaphor, that’s a
car wreck,” a teacher once scolded
me.

 “Thank you,” I said.
To this day, I take criticism as

compliments. I’m emotionally
dyslexic.

But if you can tummy-tickle a
good metaphor once in a while,
you’re probably a writer. If not, you
might be more of a detective. 

Or worse, a poet – a diffident daf-
fodil staring at clouds.

Young poetry students would be
far better off pursuing a more prag-
matic career – as a paramedic per-
haps, or school teacher.

 “I saved a life today,” they can
say when their work is over.

And trust me, teachers save as

many lives as first-responders.
Finally, I find newspapers to be a

baum, a beta-blocker. Like love
potions, we’re not even sure how
newspapers work. Like french fries,
we can’t pinpoint why they’re so
damn yummy.  

But that’s what newspapers are to
me: yummy. Honestly, newspapers
are the marriage of my life.

God, when you have the
moment, I’ll ask for my usual:
silence the guns, cure cancer, feed
the hungry, save this
wobbly/remarkable planet.

Then, God: Please save newspa-
pers. 

Next week: Up in the mountains,
beside a flirty little lake…

God, when you have a moment…

by  
Chris  
Erskine

photo by Andy Kitchen

Nothing like a coffee, a donut and a paper at Third & Fairfax.

https://www.rodeodrive-bh.com/events/31st-annual-rodeo-drive-concours-delegance
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Letters to the Editor
BHUSD Board should
install Stern as vice 
president

Members of the BHUSD Board,
I am writing as a parent in this

district to express my deep disap-
pointment in the board majority's
handling of the vice-presidential
appointment, and more recently,
its decision to reject a settlement
that would have resolved this mat-
ter at minimal cost to our commu-
nity.

The facts and Board Bylaw
9100 were clear – selection of the
vice president shall be determined
by rotation based on board senior-
ity. Dr. Amanda Stern, who
received the most votes of any
candidate in the November 2024
election, was next in line by the
plain language of your own policy.
The board majority installed
Sigalie Sabag instead, then
rewrote the bylaw after the fact in
an apparent attempt to legitimize a
decision that had no basis.

And yet, rather than settle this
matter, install Dr. Stern and move
forward, the board opted to contin-
ue fighting. In doing so, you are
spending tens of thousands of dol-
lars in taxpayer funds to defend a
failure to fulfill an obligation to
the board's own bylaws. These are
dollars that belong in our class-
rooms, not in litigation over a
leadership dispute born of the
board’s own error.

I am not alone in this view.
Many parents in this district share
these concerns, and the pattern of
conduct from the board majority,
including attempts to silence crit-
ics, rewrite policies retroactively
and intimidate a constituent who
simply demanded accountability,
has seriously eroded the trust this
community has placed in you.

I am formally requesting that
the board: one – settle the pending
lawsuit immediately; two – install
Dr. Amanda Stern as vice presi-

dent, as your own bylaws required
from the beginning; three – com-
mit publicly to governing with
transparency and adherence to
board policy going forward.

You were elected to serve the
students and families of Beverly
Hills, not to protect the political
interests of a board majority.
Every day this lawsuit continues is
another day you have chosen self-
interest over our children. The
community is watching, and par-
ents like me are paying close
attention to how each board mem-
ber votes and responds as the
November election approaches.

I urge you to fix this immediate-
ly, not because a judge is telling
you to, but because it is what your
constituents, and your own
bylaws, have demanded from the
beginning.

Cherisse Elias
BHUSD parent

Beverly Hills council
needs accountability

When I first decided to run for
Beverly Hills City Council my
goal was to protect the Pickleball
program which was going to be hit
with an insane price increase of
700%. I’m happy to report that has
been accomplished. I decided to
stay in the race as I wanted to look
at our government from the
proverbial 30,000.

What I saw was a City Council
devoid of any creativity or new
ideas. The focus was on safety,
which is very important, but not
everything when it comes to living
a rich life.

What I also discovered was a
real lack of accountability. 

Examples: the pickleball
research and initial insane pricing,
the Oct. 7 Memorial which
increased from $1.5 million to
over $8 million when someone did

a real cost analyst, and the area
surrounding the new subway sta-
tion. The city knew about it for
many years but did nothing and
are now running around in circles
trying to find solutions to make it
relevant. 

Finally, the builder’s remedy
program that came into being
when the city failed to submit an
acceptable plan to Sacramento
three times. The blame game sur-
faced with Sacramento being the
villain, but no accountability by
council or staff as to why they
failed to provide an acceptable
plan. To me... that is unacceptable.

Which takes me to the final
“debate” or should I say “deba-
cle.” Ken Goldman, who bragged
about hosting [the Southwest
Beverly Hills Homeowners
Association Candidate Forum] for
30 years was front and center. He
gave the candidates the rules and
then in the middle of the debate he
changed them... basically ending
the “debate,” and turning it [into]
the Sharona and Lester Show,
while muting nine other candi-
dates. 

I don’t blame either of them, but
someone needs to be accountable.
Ken... I thank you for your contri-
butions over the years. In my opin-
ion, it’s time to retire from the
debate circuit. What happened
was an embarrassment and
extremely unfair to the other can-
didates. 

Final thoughts: Everyone run-
ning likes to use the word trans-
parency, which is important. But,
more important from my POV is
accountability. If I was to be elect-
ed one of my first moves would be
to meet with all the department
heads and make sure they under-
stood what is expected of them
and conduct a review of their last
three years on the job.

Andrew Kole
candidate
Beverly Hills City Council

Craft Contemporary digs deep with ‘tierra’

photo courtesy of Syd Carpenter

The exhibition includes Syd Carpenter’s “Heart of the Yam” (2006).

Craft Contemporary has
announced “tierra,” the fourth
installment of its clay biennial. On
view May 31-Oct. 25, “tierra”
reconsiders the biennial’s scope by
expanding its focus beyond ceram-
ic and clay as a singular medium to
encompass broader practices
grounded in land and earth. The
fourteen featured artists work with
earth-based materials as something
more than physical substances,
treating them as carriers of history
shaped by the people who have
worked, lived on, and been dis-
placed from the land. “tierra” asks
what it means to truly know a place,
and how that knowledge gets
passed down through the things we
make with our hands. “tierra” is
organized by lead curator Andres
Payan Estrada, with a curatorial
committee formed by Frida Cano,
Joel Garcia, Mercedes Dorame and
Cannupa Hanska Luger.

“There is a quiet weight to the
word tierra. It settles slowly, like
dust after movement, like clay in a
riverbed,” Estrada said. “The exhi-

bition not only recognizes earth as
material, but also how knowledge
itself is carried, formed and
shared.”

“tierra” is a natural expression of
everything Craft Contemporary
stands for,” Cano said. “Our curato-
rial values urge us to look to the
land, to ancestral knowledge and to
the people whose hands have
shaped both. This exhibition brings
all of that together in a way that
feels especially pressing right now.”

“tierra” is part of “The [Untold]
Story of Craft,” Craft
Contemporary’s curatorial philoso-
phy that prioritizes storytelling,
accessibility, sustainability and
honors the natural world with a
commitment to minimal waste.
Rooted in lunar cycles and the
Tongva calendar’s cyclical
rhythms, the museum’s curatorial
approach bridges past and present,
linking ancestral wisdom with con-
temporary craft practices. The
series is scheduled to feature two
exhibitions annually, each dedicat-
ed to exploring a central theme tied

to nature’s elements: “Air, Water,
Earth and Fire.”

Craft Contemporary launched its
clay biennial in 2018 under the title
“Melting Point,” establishing a
dedicated platform to reflect on two
decades of explosive growth in
ceramic art and the radical depar-
ture from functional pottery tradi-
tions toward experimental, expres-
sive and often deliberately imper-
fect sculptural forms. The series
was founded on the premise that
contemporary ceramics had
evolved into a medium uniquely
capable of recording the body's
physical gestures and the artist's
psychological state, prioritizing the
raw, visceral and the “unknowable”
over technical precision. Together,
the biennial editions – “Melting
Point” (2018), “The Body, The
Object, The Other” (2020),
“Wayfinding” (2023) and now
“tierra” (2026) – have shaped the
event into a continuous exploration
that treats “craft” as a verb.

For information, visit craftcon-
temporary.org.

Descanso Gardens explores the
‘Sound of Water’ with new exhibit

Descanso Gardens has
announced “Sound of Water:
Feminine Expressions of Fluidity,”
a group exhibition of contemporary
Japanese women artists exploring
water as a source of serenity and a
force of disruption opening on June
20. The exhibition is curated by
Japanese art historian Meher
McArthur and commemorates the
60th anniversary of Descanso’s
Japanese Garden.

Japan’s identity as an island
nation has long shaped its relation-
ship with water – abundant, life-
sustaining and at times destructive.
That duality runs throughout the
exhibition, where water appears as
shifting weather, reflective surface,
meditative sound and an increas-
ingly urgent presence in an era of
climate change.

Bringing together six artists
based in Japan, the United States
and the United Kingdom – Mineko
Grimmer, Yumiko Glover, Miya
Ando, Emiko Aida, Yuko Kimura
and Ayomi Yoshida – the exhibi-
tion highlights a distinctly nuanced
approach to the subject. While
water has been a central theme in
Japanese art for centuries, the
artists will explore it through a qui-
eter, more contemplative lens,

focusing on subtle movement,
material transformation and emo-
tional resonance rather than specta-
cle.

“Descanso’s Japanese Garden is
grounded in the sensory experience
of water – its movement, its still-
ness and even its sound,” said
Marina Erfle, director of education
and exhibitions at Descanso
Gardens. “This exhibition is a nat-
ural fit for the gardens, extending
that experience into the gallery and
inviting visitors to consider how
water shapes not just landscapes,
but memory, emotion and cultural
identity.”

Rooted in Japanese spiritual and
philosophical traditions, the exhibi-
tion reflects water’s longstanding
symbolic ties to femininity. In
Shinto, the deity Suijin is associated
with rivers and life-giving sources,
while Buddhist tradition venerates
Benzaiten, a water goddess linked
to music, learning and the arts, who
became conflated with Suijin.
Influenced by Daoist philosophy,
water is also aligned with yin –
female, fluid, receptive and intro-
spective – in contrast to fire, which
is equated with masculine energy.
The ideas surface throughout the
exhibition in works that emphasize

flow, impermanence and quiet
transformation.

“As Descanso celebrates the 60th
anniversary of its Japanese Garden,
this exhibition offers a meaningful
way to reflect on water’s enduring
role in Japanese culture and artistic

practice,” McArthur said. “These
artists approach water not only as
an image, but as an experience –
something that can calm, unsettle
and connect us more deeply to the
natural world.”

The exhibition will be on display

at Descanso Gardens’ Sturt Haaga
Gallery from June 20 through Jan.
3. Hours are 10 a.m.-4 p.m., daily.
Descanso Gardens is located at
1418 Descanso Drive, La Cañada
Flintridge. For information, visit
descansogardens.org.

photo courtesy of Descanso Gardens

“Sound of Water: Feminine Expressions of Fluidity” features artworks by
contemporary Japanese women artists.
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6333 W. Third St. 
323.938.5131  

www.marcondas.com 

Family Owned in the  
Original Farmers Mar-

ket for 80 Years

Uncle Louie’s Gourmet Burger 
$8.98 per lb. 

All Beef  Hot Dogs 
$7.98 per lb.

Thurmann’s American Cheese 
Rich and Creamy “The Real Deal”

$8.98 per lb.
with this ad • prices good through 5/27/2026 FLAGBERRY

PIE

RED
WHITE
& BLUE

HOTCAKES

(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447 • Frances@dupars-psr.com

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447 • Frances@dupars-psr.com

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax

99¢

Sugar  
or Wafer 

 Cone

available  
to kids  

12  
and under

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

kid’s ice cream cones!

Los Angeles’ vibrant culinary
scene will step into the spot-

light as culinary host chef Neal
Fraser and event producer Shelby
Russell proudly present the inau-
gural Hollywood on the Coast
Food & Wine taking place on
Saturday, June 13, at the iconic
Fairmont Miramar Hotel &
Bungalows in Santa Monica.

Conceived as a premier, one-
night-only strolling culinary cele-
bration at the intersection of
entertainment, culinary artistry
and philanthropy, Hollywood on
the Coast Food & Wine will host
750 distinguished guests from
across the entertainment industry
and Los Angeles’ thriving food
and beverage community. The
exclusive gathering unites an
influential mix of producers, stu-
dio executives, celebrities,
tastemakers and industry leaders
for an extraordinary evening
along the California coast. Set
against the breathtaking backdrop
of one of Southern California’s

photo courtesy of Hollywood on the Coast Food & Wine

The inaugural event will take place at the iconic Fairmont Miramar Hotel
& Bungalows.

‘Hollywood on the
Coast’ docks in
Santa Monica June 13

most coveted seaside destinations,
the event will unfold in a vibrant,
high-energy atmosphere where
creativity, culture and world-class
cuisine take center stage.

At the helm of this year’s culi-
nary vision is Fraser, whose
acclaimed restaurant Redbird and
iconic Downtown Los Angeles
landmark Vibiana have become
cornerstones of Downtown Los
Angeles’ dining and event scene.
From Michelin-starred teams and
James Beard honorees to beloved

local icons and rising culinary stars,
Hollywood on the Coast Food &
Wine offers a rare opportunity to
experience an all-star lineup in one
stunning coastal setting. Fraser will
guide the culinary vision, curating a
tasting experience that reflects both
the creativity and cultural richness
of the L.A. dining landscape.

For information, visit holly-
woodonthecoast.com.

Fairmont Miramar Hotel &
Bungalows is located at 101
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica.

Boomtown Brewery
scores World Cup
specials
Futbol fever is taking over

Downtown Los Angeles as
Boomtown Brewery announces it
will become Los Angeles’ premier
destination to watch the 2026 FIFA
World Cup, transforming its iconic
DTLA Arts District brewery and
tap room into a high-energy soccer
celebration throughout the tourna-
ment.

Boomtown Brewery will host
group stage watch parties for Team
USA, Mexico and Brazil matches
and Boomtown Brewery will also
serve as home to Barra 76 LA, the
passionate official supporter group
for the U.S. Men’s National Team.
Fans can expect an electrifying
atmosphere filled with jerseys,
drums, chants, flags, live energy
and nonstop celebration as Barra
76 LA brings the spirit and passion
of international fútbol directly to
the heart of Downtown Los

Angeles.
Doors will open a minimum of

two hours before kickoff for every
featured match, allowing guests to
enjoy pre-game festivities includ-
ing DJs, country-themed culinary
pop-ups from top Los Angeles food
partners, craft beer specials and full
match audio across indoor and out-
door viewing screens.

Brazil group stage watch parties
will feature acclaimed Bossa Nova
Brazilian Cuisine, bringing authen-
tic Brazilian flavors and energy to
the festivities.

“Los Angeles is one of the great-
est soccer cities in the world, and
the World Cup deserves an unfor-
gettable atmosphere,” said Nick
Gingold, marketing director for
Boomtown Brewery. “We are excit-
ed to bring together passionate fans,
craft beer, incredible food, music
and the unmatched energy of inter-
national football right here in the
Los Angeles Arts District.”

For information and a schedule,
visit boomtownbrew.com.

Boomtown Brewery is located at
700 Jackson St.

https://farmersmarketla.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23382671981&gbraid=0AAAAA_FYfs9OpDRvPjkCb8S8yVlGKO6YG&gclid=CjwKCAjwt7XQBhBkEiwAtStpp4Ky9cABWh4W4rsfm9lS-LrUrevsidmBoxwr2qyCq-xHgsbNHbE5ORoCCxkQAvD_BwE
https://marcondas.com/
https://duparsla.com/
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• Charcoal •  Wood Chips  • Variety of Spices • Sauces 

At the Original Farmers Market • 6333 W. 3rd St. #350 

(323) 938-5383 • huntingtonmeats.com

this weekend!
farmers market plaza
11 am til we sell out!

WE’RE SMOKIN’!
H Tri-Tip H Brisket H Ribs H Sausages 

Thrill of the Grill!

This summer, The Culver
Hotel welcomes back its

Garden Party Saturdays, the pop-
ular weekly series that transforms
its courtyard into one of the
Westside’s most charming open-
air gatherings. Launching
Memorial Day weekend and con-
tinuing every Saturday through
Labor Day from 3-6 p.m., the
series returns with its signature
blend of spritzes, bites, music and
florals, alongside a few new
touches for the season, including
a rosé pop-up by Whispering
Angel.

Guests can settle in for relaxing
afternoons with refreshing
Limoncello spritzes, micheladas
and bottomless sangria pitchers,
paired with a selection of light
bites including tuna on crispy
rice, deviled eggs, Culver sliders,
oysters and a garden tier featuring
burrata and tomato bruschetta,
mushroom and falafel bites and
cucumber and hummus canapes.
The series is family- and dog-

photo courtesy of The Culver Hotel

The summer garden parties include a blend of spritzes, bites, music
and florals, alongside a few new touches for the season, including a
rosé pop-up by Whispering Angel.

Cheers to summer
at The Culver Hotel
Garden Parties

Kouzeh Bakery
spotlights Persian
bread on Wilshire

Kouzeh Bakery recently opened
its first store in Los Angeles in

the Miracle Mile, located at 5466
Wilshire Blvd.

The bakery was established in
2018 by pastry chef Sahar Shomali
(Spago, Lucques group, The Hearth
and Hound) with the goal of intro-
ducing the community to the rich
diversity of Persian bread.

The people of Iran have created a
vast variety of bread throughout
their long history – from simple
flatbreads made by nomadic tribes
to sourdough loaves baked in cities
and villages for daily consumption,
the use of local ingredients, open
fires and brick ovens has produced
flavors and textures not found in
European style bread.

The bread at Kouzeh is uniquely
rooted and found in the different
regions of Iran and made using long
fermentation methods and aged
sourdough cultures. Kouzeh uses
only premium ingredients such as
unbleached flours, raw sugar and

sea salt, along with traditional and
family recipes passed down
through generations.

For information, visit kouze-
hbakery.com.

Santa Monica
Proper debuts
spring flavors

As the weather warms up, the
Santa Monica Proper’s dining
scene is heating up with exciting
new fresh offerings. From weekend
brunches overlooking the Pacific
Ocean at Calabra to weekly DJ sets
at Palma, the property welcomes
the season with elevated experi-
ences for every palate.

Guests can settle into the rhythm
of the afternoon with brunch at
Calabra on Saturday and Sundays
11a.m.-3 p.m., serving up delicious
favorites including green shakshu-
ka, smoked salmon Eggs Benedict
and house-made mezze, paired with
spritzes, rosé or fresh juices.

Fuel your day at Palma with a
microbiome-supporting meal, such
as the “Morning Ritual,” featuring
two eggs, roasted sweet potato,

friendly, with a “Kidcuterie Plate”
and a “Barkuterie Board” featuring
a peanut butter dip, fresh fruit and
veg, and crunchy treats.

Returning by popular demand,
The Floral Boutique brings back its
flower cart, offering guests the
chance to create and take home
custom bouquets, while resident
DJ Oggy sets the mood with laid-
back, feel-good sets that carry the

afternoon into early evening.
New this year to the Garden

Parties is a limited-time rosé pop-
up by Whispering Angel, appear-
ing on select long weekends
including Memorial Day, Fourth of
July and Labor Day.

For information, visit culverho-
tel.com.

The Culver Hotel is located at
9400 Culver Blvd.See page 16

https://duparsla.com/
https://huntingtonmeats.com/
https://farmersmarketla.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23382671981&gbraid=0AAAAA_FYfs9OpDRvPjkCb8S8yVlGKO6YG&gclid=CjwKCAjwt7XQBhBkEiwAtStpp3DOvInZmC857KyBf9SzF6jx7SIU7VJNnYww7_nRtcmfeu6SAg7cixoCm2IQAvD_BwE
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organic maple vinaigrette and
chicken broth.

Gather 9-30 of your closest
friends or colleagues for happy
hour at Calabra or Palma and enjoy
a springtime special featuring 10%
off plus complimentary sparkling
wine.

Celebrate the weekend at Palma
with its re-imagined California-
style menu, signature craft cock-
tails, and fan-favorite DJ perfor-
mances every Friday and Saturday
from 7-11 p.m.

For information, visit properho-
tel.com/santa-monica.

Santa Monica Proper Hotel is
located at 700 Wilshire Blvd.

Japan House
explores culinary
traditions

Japan House Los Angeles
announced the opening of

“Washoku – Nature and Culture in
Japanese Cuisine” on Friday, May
22 in Hollywood. The landmark

exhibition explores the core ele-
ments, evolution and cultural signif-
icance of washoku, a UNESCO-rec-
ognized intangible cultural heritage.
Developed in collaboration with the
National Museum of Nature and
Science, Tokyo and the Asahi
Shimbun, the program marks the
exhibition’s first presentation out-
side of Japan. The exhibition will
remain on view through Oct. 18.

Washoku is a singular culinary
tradition shaped by the unique envi-
ronment of the Japanese archipel-
ago, ancient wisdom and a profound
reverence for the natural world.
Built upon the foundational pillars
of rice and fish, washoku transcends
simple sustenance to represent a
sophisticated cultural achievement,
one that balances taste and tech-
nique with a deep connection to the
seasons. Through natural speci-
mens, food models, multimedia dis-
plays and interactive experiences
across four curated sections, the
exhibition invites visitors to explore
the ingredients and history that
define Japanese cuisine, reflecting
on how food expresses the enduring
values and environment of Japan.

“Washoku reflects a deep cultural

understanding of how people live in
harmony with nature, through sea-
sonality, respect for ingredients and
thoughtful preparation,” said Yuko
Kaifu, president of Japan House
Los Angeles. “We are honored to
present this exhibition and share
how this culinary tradition express-
es the values, history and spirit of
Japan in a way that continues to res-
onate around the world.”

In celebration of the new exhibi-
tion, Japan House Los Angeles will
present a screening and conversa-
tion of the documentary feature
“WA-SHOKU: Beyond Sushi,”
about how Japanese food became a
global phenomenon. The documen-
tary traces the people, places and
histories that shaped Japanese cui-
sine, at home and abroad, followed
by a lively discussion with sushi
chef and educator Andy Matsuda
and restaurateur Mitsuyasu Shigeta.
The event takes place on Saturday,
May 23, from 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at
the Japan House Salon, Level 5.
Tickets are $20.

For information, visit japan-
housela.com.

Japan House is located at 6801
Hollywood Blvd.

From page 15

AbilityFirst Food & Wine Fest honors Lawry’s

photo courtesy of AbilityFirst

Proceeds from the Food & Wine Festival directly support AbilityFirst pro-
grams that help people with intellectual and developmental disabilities
build independence, confidence and connection while experiencing
belonging and fun.

AbilityFirst will celebrate a cen-
tury of impact while honoring four
standout community leaders at its
52nd annual Food & Wine Festival,
taking place Sunday, June 7, from
5-8 p.m. at the Urquhart Residence
in South Pasadena.

This year’s honorees include
culinary pioneers the Frank Family,
Comerica Bank a division of Fifth
Third Bank, N.A., the Rotary Club
of Los Angeles (LA5) and L.A.
County Supervisor Kathryn
Barger, 5th District, each recog-
nized for their lasting contributions
to expanding opportunity and
inclusion for people with disabili-
ties. The evening will be hosted by
storyteller and advocate Tal
Anderson, who uses her platform
as an actor to champion inclusion
and authentic representation in
Hollywood.

As AbilityFirst celebrates 100
years of service, the event high-

lights its legacy and future while
uniting civic leaders, philan-
thropists and community partners
for an evening of exceptional cui-
sine, fine wine and purpose-driven
giving.

“What began as a small commu-
nity effort has grown into an orga-
nization that changes thousands of
lives each year,” AbilityFirst
President and CEO Sergio Rizzo-
Fontanesi said. “As we celebrate
our centennial, we are especially
proud to recognize the extraordi-
nary partners and leaders whose
support has helped make our mis-
sion possible and continue to
expand opportunities for the people
and families we serve.”

The Frank Family is being recog-
nized for a legacy deeply rooted in
AbilityFirst’s founding. Lawrence
L. Frank, co-founder of Lawry’s
Restaurants, helped establish the
organization a century ago, a tradi-

tion of philanthropy the family con-
tinues today.

Comerica Bank is honored for
more than 15 years of partnership
supporting employment, education
and community connection for peo-
ple with disabilities.

The Rotary Club of Los Angeles
is recognized for its longstanding
civic leadership and role in advanc-
ing charitable initiatives locally and
globally including early support
tied to AbilityFirst’s founding.

Barger is honored for her leader-
ship and advocacy for vulnerable
populations, including people with
disabilities throughout Los Angeles
County, and her longstanding con-
nection to AbilityFirst.

Proceeds from the Food & Wine
Festival directly support
AbilityFirst programs that help
people with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities build indepen-
dence, confidence and connection

while experiencing belonging and
fun.

Guests will enjoy tastings from
top culinary and beverage partners,
including Caymus Vineyard,
Celsius, Dulce Vida Tequila, El
Cholo Pasadena, Empress 1908
Gin, Gale’s Restaurant, Kensington
Caterers, PepsiCo, Tam O’Shanter,
Old Hillside Bourbon Company,

Riboli Family Wines, Stems +
Neighbors and Friends, Neighbors
& Friends: The Kitchen, Nothing
Bundt Cakes and Pez Coastal
Kitchen.

For information, visit ability-
first.org/festival.

The Urquhart Residence is locat-
ed at 1210 Chelten Way, South
Pasadena.

Par 4 Golf opens in WeHo Par 4, a premium indoor golf
simulator experience, is now open
at 9089 Santa Monica Blvd. in West
Hollywood, at the corner of Santa
Monica Boulevard and Doheny
Drive. Blending Palm Springs-
inspired mid-century modern
design with cutting-edge golf tech-
nology, Par 4 delivers an elevated,
welcoming space for both experi-
enced golfers and those new to the
game.

Featuring seven Trackman iO
simulator bays equipped with pre-
mium SYNLawn realistic grass tee
boxes, high-speed swing cameras
with dual-angle replay, immersive

performance tracking and dedicated
touchscreens for instant data and
swing analysis, Par 4 offers a
refined environment perfect for
practice, lessons, casual play and
social competition.

Open daily from 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
to the public at $50 per hour, Par 4
also has membership packages that
include discounted simulator rates
and exclusive 24-hour access,
allowing members to play anytime,
including unmanned after-hours.

“Par 4 is more than just simula-
tors it’s a new chapter for golf cul-
ture in Los Angeles,” founder
Nicholas Schepisi said. “We’ve cre-

ated a beautiful, tech-forward
lounge where you can refine your
swing, play with friends and family,
or discover the game in comfort
and style, without the barriers of
traditional golf.”

With its high-end design, lush
greenery, comfortable lounge areas
and community-focused program-
ming including professional lessons
and weekly leagues, Par 4 is the
newest destination for modern golf in
West Hollywood and Beverly Hills.

For information, visit parfour-
golf.com.

Par 4 Golf is located at 9089
Santa Monica Blvd.

photo courtesy of Par 4 Golf

Par 4 Golf opened at 9089 Santa Monica Blvd., offering a simulated golf
experience.

Connie and Ted’s closes doors
West Hollywood seafood restau-

rant Connie & Ted’s recently
announced that it will permanently
close on July 1.

“What began as an homage to
our Rhode Island roots, a lifelong
love of fishing and the time-hon-
ored traditions of New England
seafood grew into something far
greater than we ever could have
imagined – a gathering place for
our community, a celebration of
responsibly sourced seafood and

the backdrop to countless memories
shared around the table,” the restau-
rant wrote on social media. “To
everyone who joined us for count-
less lobster rolls, martinis, oysters,
celebrations, late-night dinners,
game days and every day moments
in between, thank you. Your sup-
port over the past 13 years has
meant more to us than words can
ever fully express.”

The restaurant opened at 8171
Santa Monica Blvd. in 2013.

photo courtesy of Connie and Ted’s

The West Hollywood seafood restaurant opened on Santa Monica
Boulevard in 2013.

KJazz host David Benoit returns to Catalina Jazz Club
The Catalina Jazz Club announced

that Grammy-nominated pianist and
KJazz host David Benoit will return
for two nights, June 5 and 6 at 8:30
p.m. Benoit has charted over 25
albums since 1980 and has been nom-
inated for three Grammy Awards.

Benoit has participated both as
performer and music director for
the later animated adaptations of
the “Peanuts” comic strip, such as
the feature film, “The Peanuts
Movie,” restoring Vince Guaraldi's
musical signature to the franchise.

Benoit currently hosts a morning
radio show on KKJZ 88.1 FM and
continually tours and records and is
the composer in residence at

Montalvo Arts and the music direc-
tor and conductor for the Asia
America Symphony Association.

Many of his songs employ a string
section, most notably on his
“American Landscape” (1997) and
“Orchestral Stories” (2005) albums.
In 2000, after the death of “Peanuts”
creator Charles M. Schulz, he released
a memorial album titled “Here’s to
You, Charlie Brown: 50 Great Years!”

Benoit has arranged, conducted
and performed music for many popu-
lar pop and jazz artists, including
Russ Freeman and the Rippingtons,
Kenny Loggins, Michael Franks,
Patti Austin, Dave Koz, Kenny
Rankin, Faith Hill, David Lanz, Cece

Winans, David Pack, David Sanborn,
The Walt Disney Company and Brian
McKnight. He paid homage to one of
his chief influences, Leonard
Bernstein, by playing, arranging and
performing on “The Songs of West
Side Story”, an all-star project pro-
duced by David Pack which achieved
gold sales status. Benoit contributed
to the Rippingtons’ debut album,
“Moonlighting,” which was named
the most influential contemporary
jazz album of all time by Jazziz mag-
azine.

Tickets start at $57 and are avail-
able at catalinajazzclub.com.

The Catalina Jazz Club is located
at 6725 Sunset Blvd.

photo courtesy of the Catalina Jazz Club

Grammy-nominated pianist and KJazz radio host David Benoit will per-
form on June 5 and 6.
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The Broad and Yoko Ono spread peace through art

photo by Nick Jaicomo

The programming includes billboards in West Hollywood displaying mes-
sages of peace.

Timed with the opening of “Yoko
Ono: Music of the Mind,” The
Broad announced a new season of
programs and a billboard artwork
installation that will extend the
artist's visions for peace and con-
nection beyond the galleries and
across Los Angeles. Organized in
collaboration with Yoko Ono and
her studio, the programs honor
Ono’s anti-war and peace activism,
her conceptual art practice and her

music through new stagings, live
music and theatrical performances.
This summer and fall, the Los
Angeles Chamber Orchestra and
performance artist MPA will stage
Ono’s original performances “Sky
Piece to Jesus Christ” (1965) and
“Cut Piece” (1964) at REDCAT,
and audiences will get a first look at
“I Am Yoko,” a multimedia musical
about Ono, currently in develop-
ment. Additionally, Yuka Honda
and a supergroup of renowned
musicians will perform a curated
selection from Ono’s music catalog
on East West Bank Plaza at The
Broad as part of the concert titled
“Yoko Only,” while the Fluxus-
influenced “Sports Raves:
Multiform,” presented during FIFA
World Cup 2026, will invite public
participation on the plaza. 

In August, The Broad’s
renowned summer concert series
will return. A night of music titled
“Yoko Only” on East West Bank
Plaza at The Broad, guest curated
by Yuka Honda (co-founder of
Cibo Matto), will re-interpret the
music and themes from Ono’s
extensive music catalog. A super-

group comprised of music icons Yo
La Tengo, Nels Cline and Honda
will perform alongside several
other musicians such as Ono’s
granddaughter Emi Helfrich, Theo
Bleckmann, Finom, Maggie
Parkins, Patrick Shiroishi, Sleater-
Kinney, Sylvan Esso, Tune-Yards
and Rufus Wainwright.  

At REDCAT on July 18 and 19,
Los Angeles-based performance
and visual artist MPA will perform
“Cut Piece” from 1964, Ono’s best-
known performance piece, in which
she kneels motionless onstage
while audience members cut away
pieces of her clothing with a pair of
scissors. The Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra will perform Ono’s “Sky
Piece to Jesus Christ” in which a
six-piece classical music ensemble
is slowly wrapped in gauze until
they can no longer play their instru-
ments.

On Sept. 19, Honda will also pre-
sent the in-progress multimedia
musical “I Am Yoko” in collabora-
tion with Los Angeles-based artist
Glenn Kaino, featuring vocals from
Bleckmann and Helfrich with cello
from Parkins. The musical shares

the spirit of “Yoko Ono: Music of
the Mind,” demonstrating the
breadth of Ono’s cultural impact,
explored in the musical through her
personal and family life, thoughts,
passions and philosophies through
music, song and projected images.

Launching on the exhibition’s
opening day, The Broad will pre-
sent a series of seven billboards in
collaboration with Orange Barrel
Media, an out-of-home media com-
pany known for integrating public
art into landmark urban spaces, that
will remain on view throughout the

exhibition. Five billboards along
the famous Sunset Strip in West
Hollywood and two billboards at
the TCL Chinese Theatre and Fox
Theater on Hollywood Boulevard
will display the phrases “THINK
PEACE,” “ACT PEACE,”
“SPREAD PEACE,” “IMAGINE
PEACE” and “PEACE is
POWER.”

For tickets and information, visit
thebroad.org/events.

The Broad is located at 221 S.
Grand Ave. REDCAT is located at
631 W. 2nd St.

City Nature
Challenge
generates over
3 million wildlife
observations

The 11th annual City Nature
Challenge results have arrived. The
yearly community science initiative
saw 106,354 people across 754
cities in 61 countries on six conti-
nents document more than 3 million
wildlife observations. More than
75,000 species were observed, with
the Common Dandelion
(Taraxacum officinale) once again
the most observed species and plant
around the world, while the Mallard
(Ana platyrhynchos) is the most
observed animal species. Curious
community scientists can see their
own area’s statistics from this year
using the new tracking tool at city-
naturestats.com.

This collaborative, global event
called on current and aspiring com-
munity scientists, nature and sci-
ence fans, and people of all ages
and backgrounds to observe and
submit pictures of wild plants, ani-
mals, and fungi within their com-
munities around the world during
the stretch of April 24-27. As the
largest annual global biodiversity
census in the world, participants
submitted the photos using free
mobile apps such as iNaturalist, and
the initiative underscores the power
of community science to track real-
time changes in the planet’s biodi-
versity.

Since launching the City Nature
Challenge in 2016 with just 1,000
observers across a pair of California
cities, the challenge – hosted by the
Natural History Museums of Los
Angeles County and San
Francisco’s California Academy of
Sciences – continues to break
records year after year. Since its
inception, City Nature Challenge
has collected over 15 million urban
biodiversity observations and
engaged over 470,000 people. As
one of the original homes of the
challenge, Los Angeles County
consistently puts up impressive sta-
tistics, with this year’s initiative
being no different.

For information, visit cityna-
turestats.com.

photo courtesy of NHMLAC

The annual City Nature Challenge
encourages people around the
world to make scientific discover-
ies in their own backyards.

https://www.claytonmsaunders.com/
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419 N. Fairfax Ave.  (323) 651-2030
2nd location 

12109 Santa Monica Blvd. at Bundy • (424) 317-0307

World Famous, Award Winning Restaurant • Deli • Bakery • Bar

Since 1931

Try Our Black & Blue Burger! 
Thick-cut Bacon, Blue Cheese Crumble, Avocado, Tomato  

and Red Onion With Blue Cheese Dressing

You know us for our 
Pastrami & Corned Beef...  

you’ll be blown away 
by our Burgers! 

National 

Burger Day

5/28/26!

Come See Us Memorial Day Weekend!

The Petersen celebrates a century of 
Mercedes-Benz excellence and design

photo courtesy of the Petersen Automotive Museum

Many of the most iconic vehicles produced by Mercedes-Benz are on
display in the new exhibition.

The Petersen Automotive
Museum presents, “World-Class:
100 Years of Mercedes-Benz,” a
new blockbuster exhibition opening
to the public on Saturday, May 23.

Marking a century of automotive
excellence, the exhibit features a
comprehensive collection of the
most significant vehicles in the his-
tory of Mercedes-Benz. The compa-
ny’s roots trace back to 1886, when
Carl Benz and Gottlieb Daimler
produced their first vehicles. Two
early models that will be on display
– a replica of the 1886 Benz Patent-
Motorwagen and a 1902 Mercedes
Simplex 28 HP – demonstrate how
the company, born from the merger
of their two businesses, has served
as a pioneer in the automotive
industry from the beginning.

“For over a century, Mercedes-
Benz vehicles have set the industry
benchmarks for luxury and perfor-
mance,” said Terry L. Karges, exec-

utive director of the Petersen
Automotive Museum. “We witness
that every day on the streets of Los
Angeles. For our guests, this is a
wonderful opportunity to experi-
ence the evolution of Mercedes-
Benz and see the vehicles that have
built the company’s legacy, from
the very first vehicle built by Carl
Benz through the supercars of the
20th century.”

The exhibition includes more
than 40 of the most important vehi-
cles in the company’s history,
including an 1886 Benz Patent-
Motorwagen, a replica of the first
vehicle created by Carl Benz, a
1902 Mercedes Simplex 28 HP
Tourer, 1938 Mercedes-Benz 540K
Autobahnkurier, 1954 Mercedes-
Benz 300SL Prototype, 1971
Mercedes-Benz 600 Pullman
Landaulet, 1991 Mercedes-Benz
C112 and 2002 Mercedes-Benz
CLK-GTR Roadster.

Mercedes-Benz vehicles are
deeply ingrained in the culture of
Los Angeles, as exemplified by two
additional models that will be on
display: a 1956 Mercedes-Benz 300
SC Cabriolet originally purchased
by the legendary Hollywood actor
Clark Gable, and a 1964 Mercedes-
Benz 230 SL originally purchased
by Walt Disney. The 300 SC
Cabriolet stands as one of the most
exclusive Mercedes-Benz models
of the 1950s, produced in extremely
limited numbers and distinguished
by hand-built craftsmanship and
mechanical sophistication. The 230
SL, often referred to as the
“Pagoda” for its distinctive concave
roofline, ushered in a new era of
safety, engineering and everyday
usability for sports cars in the
1960s. Together, the vehicles
underscore pivotal moments in
Mercedes-Benz design and innova-
tion while reinforcing the brand’s

timeless appeal among influential
cultural figures.

The exhibit also features numer-
ous vehicles that have contributed
to Mercedes-Benz’s long and sto-
ried motorsports heritage. Two key
examples of historic silver arrow
racers include a 1938 Mercedes-
Benz W 154 Grand Prix car and a

1989 Sauber-Mercedes C 9 proto-
type race car. 

“World-Class: 100 Years of
Mercedes-Benz” will remain on
display until April 25, 2027. The
Petersen Automotive Museum is
located at 6060 Wilshire Blvd. For
information, visit petersen.org
/exhibits.

Rare and iconic cars come together at
ArtCenter’s Design Invitational

photo courtesy of ArtCenter College of Design

The 2026 Design Invitational places a special focus on Italian design.

ArtCenter College of Design is
holding the 2026 Design
Invitational, the college’s annual
exhibition of important and iconic
vehicles from timeless classics to
groundbreaking concepts, on
Sunday, May 31 from 10 a.m.-2
p.m. in Pasadena.

First established in 2001 as “Car
Classic,” this year’s exhibition
places a special focus on Italian
design and features more than 65
vehicles including cars, motorcy-
cles and an aircraft. The vehicles
come from the ArtCenter communi-
ty and private collections.

For automotive and design
enthusiasts, the 2026 Design
Invitational offers a world-class,
expertly curated transportation
design showcase. For students in
the college’s Transportation Design
program, it is a living classroom
and a rare opportunity to meet
designers and collectors, and to
study important vehicles up close.
The show includes significant
examples by ArtCenter faculty and
alumni.

“Design Invitational is the ulti-
mate fusion event,”
Transportation Design Chair
Marek Djordjevic said. “It brings
together multiple generations of
design and gives students and the
public a unique opportunity to see
the past, present and future as a
continuum.”

A curated exhibition of must-see
vehicles spanning eight decades,
the 2026 Design Invitational fea-
tures a special focus on Italian
design, with a significant number
of vehicles on display representing
Alfa Romeo, DeTomaso, Ducati,
Ferrari, Fiat, Lamborghini, Lancia
and Maserati. A highlight is a dark-
green-tinted 2025 Ferrari Daytona
SP3 from the collection of David
Lee, part of what Lee refers to as
his “relish” collection, a witty
complement to the yellow and red
Ferraris in his “mustard” and
“ketchup” collections. Other
Italian highlights on display
include a landmark 1952 Lancia
Aurelia B20 GT, one of the cars
that defined the modern grand
tourer; a 1960 Porsche 356 Zagato
Speedster, a rare fusion of German
engineering and Italian design; and

one of fewer than 10 surviving
examples of a 1969 Fiat Michelotti
Shellette.

ArtCenter’s 2026 Design
Invitational is open to the public.
Tickets are $35. The event is
held in the Sculpture Garden of

the college’s historic hillside
campus, 1700 Lida St.,
Pasadena. Registration is
required. For information and to
RSVP, visit artcenter.edu/con-
nect/events/2026-design-invita-
tional.html.

https://cantersdeli.com/
https://www.andresitalian.com/
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How did ‘The Sheep Detectives’
make me feel things?

photo courtesy of Amazon MGM Studios

Hugh Jackman, right, is a kindly sheep herder in “The Sheep Detectives.”

The most emotional, poignant
film of the year doesn’t feature any
Oscar-bait tears or nostalgic reflec-
tion on beloved  IP. Instead, an
unexpected gem sports a lotta wool
along with a touch of death. 

More to the point, a bunch of
sheep solves a murder to solve the
murder of their shepherd. That is
very on point with 2026 and it’s all
the madness and economic uncer-
tainty. We can always rely on the
power of a good story wrapped in
comically unexpected packaging.

George (Hugh Jackman) might
be the best shepherd. He’s easily the
best one in Denbrook, a fictional
English village. The townsfolk con-

sider him a cranky recluse, while
his sheep know him as a splendid
caregiver who provides personal-
ized care to every named sheep and
even reads murder mysteries to
them every day. The peculiar detail
becomes important when George
suddenly dies.

While the local idiot Officer
Derry (Nicholas Braun) considers
his death an accident, all signs point
to something more nefarious.
Clearly, this copper isn’t up for the
task alone, and the sheep know.

The town is full of many good
suspects. There’s the nosy innkeep-
er (Hong Chau), whose beef with
George is a mystery all its own. The

local butcher (Conleth Hill) obvi-
ously would clash with a good
shepherd. An allegedly bad shep-
herd (Tosin Cole) recently clashed
with George over leased land. 

George didn’t like church (pre-
pare to laugh later on when a few
sheep summarize Christianity), but
he provided the reverend (Kobna
Holdbrook-Smith) some substantial
wads of cash. George’s long-lost
daughter (Molly Gordon) arrives in
town just in time, something
George’s lawyer (Emma
Thompson) notices rather quickly.
And there to observe them all is an
aspiring reporter (Nicholas
Galitzine) trying to move beyond
the obit desk and into more hard-
hitting stories.

Led by a Shetland sheep named
Lily (voiced by Julie Louis-
Dreyfus), the furry investigators
find ways to leave the safety of their
meadow and move about town
largely unencumbered, save the
occasional broken fence or window.
They then must pass on their suspi-
cions and evidence in creative,
sheepish ways to Officer Derry. 

The voice cast for the sheep is
also rather fantastic: Dreyfus, Brian
Cranston, Patrick Stewart, Chris
O’Dowd and “Ted Lasso’s” Brett
Goldstein on double duty as twin
rams. The sheep are the heart of the
story — though the fun dynamic
between the officer and daughter
also works well — and like the
“Paddington” films, digital anthro-
pomorphic animals shine bright,

photo courtesy of Amazon MGM Studios

The sheep take center stage in this comedic murder mystery.

making us feel things a film titled
“The Sheep Detectives” has no
business feeling. 

Thematically, this family flick
toys with the idea that sheep are
simple creatures who intentionally
forget uncomfortable truths rather
than face heartbreak or conflict. We
also learn much about parenthood,
love and, of course, loss. Even
though Hugh Jackman’s George
dies following the intro sequence,
his presence overshadows the
entire film. The loss of a father to
critters and a daughter is heavy, and
“Sheep Detectives” is willing to
address mortality, even as it offsets
heavy material with a joke or a
lightbulb moment on the quest for
truth. 

Unexpectedly, this one can serve
as a beneficial tool in explaining
grief and loss to young viewers.
Murder mysteries don’t normally
dwell on the deceased that much

beyond whereabouts the week
before the long goodnight, but
“Sheep Detectives” does so
respectfully without exploiting
someone’s demise (unlike too many
true crime podcasts). In fact, the
story eases the topic along safe
ways that acknowledge death with-
out scaring anyone off. 

If any fault does exist in this
near-perfect mystery, it’s the CGI.
Most scenes occur seamlessly, but
occasional visual oddities will cross
the screen. They remind us that the
tech just isn’t there quite yet.

Adult viewers might swell with
emotion during certain parts that
feel all too real, especially for both
parents and anybody who’s ever
loved anyone else. Again, how this
can happen in a film called “The
Sheep Detectives” is the real mys-
tery, but the easiest answer right
now is just go see the absurdly fun
romp. 

https://www.hollywoodpresbyterian.com/
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
for the  

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
for the 

FUTURE SIGNALIZED INTERSECTIONS IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS  
within the City of 

BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 
 

 
PREQUALIFICATION PACKAGE – Electronic Prequalification Package Submittals for the FUTURE 
SIGNALIZED INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS within the City of Beverly Hills, Califor-
nia, will be received up to the hour of 5:00 PM on Friday, May 29, 2026, via PlanetBids. Prequalifi-
cation results will be sent to applicants by email, and the Prequalified Bidder List will be created after 
all submittals have been reviewed. Please see PlanetBids for details. 
 
SCOPE OF THE WORK - This Prequalification Package will be for future projects that consist of the 
construction of signalized intersections and related civil improvements. 
 
The prequalification package may be viewed and downloaded from the City’s PlanetBids portal: 
 
https://vendors.planetbids.com/portal/39493/bo/bo-detail/140695 
 
REQUESTS FOR CLARIFICATION – Any questions regarding any error, omission, ambiguity or conflict 
in the Prequalification Package and general clarifications, should be submitted to the Project Manager 
through PlanetBids no later than 5:00PM, Friday, May 22, 2026. Requests for clarification received 
after this date or sent/posed directly to the Project Manager will be disregarded. 
 
In compliance with Public Contract Code Section 3300, the City has determined that the Applicant must 
possess the following license(s): “A” 
 
THE CITY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY SUBMITTAL OR ALL THE SUBMITTALS AND 
TO WAIVE ANY INFORMALITY OR IRREGULARITY IN ANY SUBMITTAL. 

POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police Department  
  
May 10  
  
At 2:06 a.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs 
near Wilshire and Camden.  
  
May 11  
  
At 7:48 p.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs 
near Santa Monica and Crescent.  
  
A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs near Santa 
Monica and Crescent at 9:20 p.m.  
  
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a residential burglary in 
the 500 block of Arden.  
  
May 12  
  
At 3:47 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
300 block of S. Clark.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of N. 
Beverly at 4:55 p.m.   
  
  
West Hollywood Sheriff’s 
Station  
  
May 10  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8400 block of 
Santa Monica at 12:38 a.m.  
  
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
pickpocketed a victim in the 600 
block of N. Robertson.  
  
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8900 block of Santa 
Monica at 1:50 a.m.  

 At 2:40 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 8900 block of 
Santa Monica.   
  
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 9000 block of 
Santa Monica at 11:39 a.m.  
  
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1400 block of N. Laurel.   
  
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of 
N. Spaulding at 5:45 p.m.  
  
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 7400 
block of Santa Monica.   
  
An unknown suspect committed 
assaulted a victim in the 8700 
block of Sunset at 8:40 p.m.  
  
At midnight, an unknown suspect 
pickpocketed a victim in the 600 
block of N. Robertson.  
  
May 11  
  
At 2:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8700 
block of Santa Monica.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 8700 block of 
Sunset at 3:20 a.m.  
  
At 8:45 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near 
Fountain and Orange Grove.   
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7900 block of 
Santa Monica at 10:30 a.m.  
  
May 12  
  
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near Stanley 
and Willoughby. 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
May 10 and May 12. The information was compiled from 
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: 
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.

The Los Angeles County 
Superior Court has been awarded 
the 2026 Justice Chin Technology 
Innovation Award in recognition 
of CourtHelp, an artificial intelli-
gence-powered chatbot that assists 
court users in navigating the web-
site and services.  

The award was presented by 
retired California Supreme Court 
Justice Ming Chin during the 
statewide Judicial Branch 
Technology Summit. The Justice 
Chin Technology Innovation 
Award recognizes courts that have 
advanced access to justice through 
innovative technology solutions.  

Launched on July 1, 2025, as 
part of the relaunch of 
lacourt.ca.gov, CourtHelp serves 
as a generative AI virtual assistant 
on the court’s website, providing 
real-time guidance to users seek-
ing information about court ser-
vices, procedures and resources. 

By helping users quickly find rel-
evant information, the program 
enhances accessibility and 
improves the overall user experi-
ence.  

“This recognition reflects the 
court’s ongoing commitment to 
improving access to justice 
through the thoughtful and innov-
ative use of technology,” presiding 
judge Sergio C. Tapia said. 
“CourtHelp is one of many ways 
we are working to meet court 
users where they are by providing 
clear, accessible pathways to the 
information they need.”  

The Justice Chin Technology 
Innovation Award was first pre-
sented in 2023 and highlights the 
growing role of technology in 
improving public access to court 
services. The Los Angeles County 
Superior Court received the award 
for the first time. For information, 
visit lacourt.ca.gov. 

Superior Court recognized  
for integrating technology 

beverlypress.com

Work continues in Beverly Hills, 
Century City and Westwood on 
segments two and three of D Line 
subway extension project. Segment 
one, from Wilshire/Western to 
Wilshire/La Cienega, opened on 
May 8.  

Crews are working underground 
on the Beverly Drive subway sta-
tion, and at street level along 
Wilshire Boulevard between 
Beverly and Crescent drives. K-rail 
enclosures remain in place in May 
in the curb lanes of Wilshire 
Boulevard to support station con-
struction and street restoration. Two 
lanes remain open in each direction 
through the construction area. 
However, left turns are restricted 
from westbound Wilshire 
Boulevard to South Cañon Drive.   

Through July 11, crews will con-
duct demolition, curb, gutter, 
underground electrical and side-
walk restoration work along the 
south side of Wilshire Boulevard 
from South Beverly Drive to El 
Camino Drive. Work will be com-
pleted in segments requiring side-
walk closures. Pedestrians will be 
detoured to a temporary pathway 
adjacent to the existing sidewalk, 
and access to business entrances 
will be maintained throughout the 
work.  

Similar infrastructure and street 
restoration work continues through 
June 26 on the south side of 
Wilshire Boulevard between 
Reeves and Beverly drives. 
Pedestrian access along Wilshire 
Boulevard, and to 9454 Wilshire 
Blvd., will be maintained via a pro-
tected pedestrian walkway adjacent 
to the existing sidewalk.   

Construction is also ongoing 
around the Century City station. 
Through Nov. 11, the north side-
walk of Constellation Boulevard 
from Avenue of the Stars to the 
Westfield Mall ADA ramp will 

remain closed. Crews are building 
underground appendage structures, 
which are rooms and passageways 
adjacent to the main station. Access 
to the ADA ramp will be main-
tained just east of the crosswalk at 
Solar Way. Driveway access on 
Constellation Boulevard to the 
Westfield shopping mall and 1999 
Avenue of the Stars will remain 
open during the work.      

Construction on the future 
Westwood/UCLA Station is also 
ongoing. Crews are working on the 
northeast and southeast entrances 
of the station through May 2027. 
Work occurs from 5 a.m.-4 p.m. 
and 9 p.m.-6 a.m., Monday through 
Saturday, and includes hauling, util-
ity removal, material delivery, con-
crete pouring and backfilling exca-
vations. Additional lane closures 
may be implemented on eastbound 
and westbound Wilshire Boulevard 

from a location west of Veteran 
Avenue to Westwood Boulevard.  

Crews are also working on the 
Westwood/VA Hospital Station – 
the final station on the D Line 
Extension Project. The work is 
ongoing in Lot 42 on the VA cam-
pus and a staging yard west of 
Bonsall Avenue. Concrete pouring 
continues for the station interior 
walls and roof. Current construc-
tion also includes steel bracing 
removal, waterproofing, hoisting of 
reinforced steel and mechanical 
systems and installation of electri-
cal and plumbing equipment. 
Backfill operations will start after 
the concrete roof has cured.  

For questions and concerns about 
the D Line Extension project, call 
the 24-hour project hotline at 
(213)922-6934, email the project 
team at purplelineext@metro.net or 
visit metro.net. 

photo by Edwin Folven   

Work is ongoing along Wilshire Boulevard as part of the subway project 
in Beverly Hills.  

Subway project keeps moving in Beverly Hills 
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