
Efforts to protect the Jewish
community continue in the wake
of the shootings of two Jewish
men in February in the Pico-
Robertson District. 

The Los Angeles City Council
approved a motion on March 14
authored by Councilwoman Katy
Yaroslavsky, 5th District, calling
for a report back from city depart-
ments on ways hate crimes are
addressed, including further rec-
ommendations for prevention.
The council is expected to soon
consider another Yaroslavsky
motion that would provide
$150,000 to the Jewish
Federation of Greater Los
Angeles for its ongoing security
initiatives. 

“[Last year] has already broken
the record for the highest number
of hate crimes reported in Los

Angeles history. Since then, the
situation has only continued to
worsen. As you all know, a month
ago, an armed gunman targeted
Jewish communities in the 5th
Council District and opened fire
on two Jewish men leaving shul
in broad daylight,” Yaroslavsky
said when the first motion was
approved. “These attacks and
others underscore what most
Jews in Los Angeles already
know and feel. The other day, I
was dropping off my son at his
Jewish elementary school and I
spoke to a parent who told me she
was terrified for her and her
child’s safety. This is common
now. All of our communities
deserve to feel safe and we all
deserve to feel like we belong.” 

Jaime Tran, the suspect
accused of shooting the two
Jewish Men in February, was
arrested shortly after the alleged
crimes. Tran remains in federal
custody without bond. The defen-
dant, a former Riverside resident,
has been indicted by a federal

Since it was first announced in
2018, residents and activists have
opposed the proposed Bulgari
Hotel in Benedict Canyon, claim-
ing it would threaten the area’s
ecology, endanger residents by cut-
ting off access to emergency vehi-
cles and favor moneyed interests
over Los Angeles residents. Bulgari

is a subsidiary of luxury goods
giant LVMH, which has proposed a
luxury mixed-use development in
Beverly Hills’ Golden Triangle that
has caused controversy and trig-
gered a referendum. 

On March 13, Los Angeles City
Councilwoman Katy Yaroslavsky,
5th District, continued efforts to
block the project. Yaroslavsky

On March 16, Rep. Adam Schiff
(D-Burbank) introduced a bill that
could protect young girls, trans and
non-binary children nationally. The
Privacy in Education Regarding
Individuals’ Own Data Act pro-
hibits schools that receive federal
funding from requiring information
regarding students’ menstrual
cycles. Several Republican-led leg-
islatures have proposed bills that
force students to report such infor-
mation in an attempt to track abor-
tions and gender-related therapy. 

Representatives from the Beverly
Hills and Los Angeles school dis-
tricts applauded Schiff’s move, fur-
ther positioning the Los Angeles
area as a safe haven in the fight for
reproductive and trans rights.  

“I agree with Rep. Schiff’s bill. I
find it unfortunate that certain law-
makers continue to cross the bound-
aries of their elected duties,”
Beverly Hills Unified School
District board president Noah

Margo said. “The poorly named
Parents Bill of Rights has forced
Rep. Schiff and his peers to create
an amendment to answer this ethi-
cal debacle. The amendment is
being drafted to protect young girls
and trans children from the original
bill’s proposed invasion of privacy.
It is a sad state of affairs when the

majority of our legislative body
continues to put the focus on issues
that belong nowhere else but the
home.” 

“I’m supportive of Rep. Schiff’s
efforts to protect students’ privacy
and bodily autonomy – especially
as some of our most vulnerable stu-

More than 30,000 Los Angeles
Unified School District employees
and teachers picketed outside
schools throughout the city this
week during a three-day strike that is
expected to last from March 21-23. 

Public schools were closed city-
wide during the strike led by
Service Employees International
Union Local 99, which represents
support staff including school bus
drivers, cafeteria workers, teach-
ing assistants and special educa-
tion aides. Members of United
Teachers Los Angeles, which rep-
resents LAUSD teachers, also
picketed in support of their fellow
campus colleagues. 

SEIU Local 99 is seeking a
30% increase in wages for support
staff employees, many of whom
earn approximately $25,000 per
year, salaries far below the pover-
ty level, organizers said.
Negotiations have been ongoing
with the LAUSD for nearly a year
prior to the strike, they said. 

“As LAUSD parents and work-
ers, SEIU Local 99 members

know a strike will be a sacrifice
but the school district has pushed
workers to take this action,” SEIU
Local 99 executive director Max
Arias said in a statement.
“Families have been sacrificing
for far too long on poverty wages.
Students have been sacrificing for
too long in school environments
that are not clean, safe or support-

ive for all. Too many workers
have been subjected to harassment
simply for demanding change.
Enough is enough.” 

LAUSD Superintendent
Alberto Carvalho said the district
hopes to return to bargaining. The
LAUSD is offering a 23% wage
increase and a 3% cash bonus. 
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The crowd cheering participants in the June 2022 WeHo Pride Parade
included children of all ages.
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Teachers and SEIU Local 99 union members braved the rain while
picketing outside Fairfax High School, calling for better wages for
school support staff employees. 

LAUSD workers picket for fair wages

Schiff authors bill to protect girls, trans children 

Vote on Bulgari Hotel project
moves forward in council

Yaroslavsky makes progress on
protections for Jewish community 
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Opponents of the Bulgari Hotel said it will threaten the ecology and 
residents of Benedict Canyon during a September 2022 press conference.
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 Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass
has appointed Councilwoman Katy
Yaroslavsky, 5th District, to the

Metro Board of Directors. 
“Councilwoman Yaroslavsky

shares my urgency around con-
fronting Metro’s crises of safety and
homelessness head on to save lives
and bring people back to L.A.’s
transit system,” Bass said. “As
Metro expands its network, we will
work together to increase equity,
sustainability and congestion relief
across the county. Councilwoman
Yaroslavsky’s experience in county
government will ensure that her
work will have an impact across
Metro, across the city and across the
region. She will be a thoughtful and
powerful member of my Metro del-
egation.”  

Yaroslavsky represents major
portions of the Westside and central
Los Angeles including Beverly
Grove and the Miracle Mile, and
major job centers such as UCLA
and Cedars-Sinai Medical Center.
Metro is currently in the process of
extending the Purple Line along
Wilshire Boulevard from
Koreatown to Westwood, and is in
the planning phases for the
Sepulveda Pass Transit Corridor
Project, which would connect the
San Fernando Valley to Westwood. 

“I’d like to thank Mayor Bass for
appointing me to the Metro Board
of Directors and for the trust she has
placed in me to help solve some of
our region’s biggest challenges,”
Yaroslavsky said. “Our Metro buses
and trains are ground zero for our
homelessness crisis, and the Metro
Board has a critical role to play in
our regional approach. That means
building housing on Metro owned
properties, ensuring true communi-
ty safety on Metro buses, trains and
stations, and connecting unhoused
riders directly to services. We also
have a once-in-a-lifetime opportuni-
ty to transform how Angelenos
move around our city, both on the
Westside with the coming Metro
Purple Line and Sepulveda Pass
Transit Corridor project, and across
Los Angeles. I look forward to
working with Chair Najarian and
the rest of the board as we take on
these challenges together.” 

LACMA art class 
Join the Los Angeles County Museum
of Art for “Slow Stitching
Decorations,” an online class on
Friday, March 24, from 6-8 p.m. The
workshop is part of LACMA’s Friday
Art Night series. Artist Peggy
Hasegawa will lead participants in
creating a fabric collage for a small
canvas bag using simple sewing tech-
niques. Needle, thread, fabric scraps
and a canvas bag are all that’s needed,
and participants are asked to have
materials ready. Admission is $30 for
members, $35 for nonmembers. Pre-
registration is required.
lacma.org/event/friday-art-night-
slow-stitching-decorations. 

‘Picasso at the
Lapin Agile’ 
Ruskin Group Theatre has extended
“Picasso at the Lapin Agile” from
Friday, March 24, through Sunday,
April 30. Written
by Steve Martin
and directed by
Amelia Mulkey,
the play is set in
1904 in Paris.
Albert Einstein and
Pablo Picasso meet
at a bar, just before
Einstein’s theory of relativity trans-
formed physics and Picasso transi-
tioned to cubism. What might these
icons of art and science have dis-
cussed? The play imagines similari-
ties of the creative process involved in
art and science. Showtimes are 8 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday; 2 p.m., Sunday.
Tickets start at $20. 3000 Airport
Avenue, Santa Monica. (310)397-
3244, ruskingrouptheatre.com. 
  

‘The Lifespan 
of a Fact’ 
Enjoy “The Lifespan of a Fact” run-
ning from Friday, March 24, through
Sunday, April 30, at the Fountain
Theatre. The comedic play follows a
young intern, Jim Fingal, whose first
assignment at an elite New York mag-
azine is to fact check an essay written
by a highly-celebrated and cantanker-
ous author. What Fingal finds turns
his world upside down. Tickets start at
$25. Showtimes are 8 p.m., Friday,
Saturday and Monday; 2 p.m.,
Sunday. 5060 Fountain Ave.
(323)663-1525, fountaintheatre.com. 

Native plays 
Join Native Voices and the Autry
Museum in a celebration of matri-
archs with “Don’t Mess with
Auntie!,” a series of short plays on
Saturday, March 25, and Sunday,
March 26, at 1:30 p.m. Works by Lara
Annette (Minnesota Chippewa Tribe
and Red Lake Nation of Chippewa),
Jennifer Bobiwash (Mississauga First
Nation), Lee Cataluna (Native
Hawaiian), Claude Jackson, Jr. (Gila
River Indian Community), Alan
Kilpatrick (Cherokee) and Maddox
Pennington (Cherokee) will be pre-
sented. 4700 Western Heritage Way.
theautry.org. 

Brasil Guitar Duo 
The Brasil Guitar Duo will perform its
classical reper-
toire on Saturday,
March 25 at 7
p.m. in Cammil-
leri Hall at the
USC Brain and
Creativity Ins-
titute. The Da
Camera Society
welcomes Brazilian guitarists
Douglas Lora and João Luiz, who
have been performing together for
over two decades. The performance
will include music by Piazzolla,

Gismonti and Brouwer. Tickets start
at $75. 3620 McClintock Ave.
l.ead.me/mar25dcs. 

‘Oklahoma!’ 
The Academy Museum of Motion
Pictures is showing the beloved musi-
cal “Oklahoma!” on Saturday, March
25, at 7:30 p.m. The screening is part
of the “Hard Luck
Woman: Gloria
Grahame at 100”
series. Grahame
appears in the pas-
toral Rodgers and
Hammerstein clas-
sic as Ado Annie.
The sole musical
directed by Academy Award–winning
Austrian émigré Fred Zinnemann,
“Oklahoma!” includes iconic songs
such as “Oh, What a Beautiful
Mornin’” and “People Will Say We’re
In Love,” as well as rousing dance
numbers and choreographer Agnes de
Mille’s surreal dream ballet. 6067
Wilshire Blvd. academymuseum.org. 

‘32 Sounds’ 
UCLA’s Center for the Art of
Performance is holding “32 Sounds,”
an immersive documentary and senso-
ry experience from filmmaker Sam
Green on Saturday, March 25, at 8
p.m. in the Theatre at Ace Hotel. “32
Sounds” explores the elemental phe-
nomenon of sound. The film is a med-
itation on the power of sound’s ability
to bend time, cross borders and pro-
foundly shape perception of the
world. Green provides live narration,
accompanied by music by JD Samson
of Le Tigre. Headphones will be pro-
vided to create a binaural sound mix,
adding a new and immersive element
to the live documentary. Tickets start
at $50. 929 S. Broadway. (310)825-
2101, cap.ucla.edu. 

Works by Black
Irish playwrights 
New York City’s Irish Repertory
Theatre and Fishamble: The New Play
Company of Dublin, Ireland, will pre-
sent short plays by four Black Irish
artists and writers of color on Sunday,
March 26, from 2-4 p.m. at the Los
Angeles Central Library. The plays
were created through the Transatlantic
Commissions Program, which address-
es the historic marginalization of artists
of color in the Irish canon. Casting for
the Los Angeles reading will include
Katy David, Felispeaks, Ruth Negga

and Freddy Ramsey Jr. Reservations
are recommended. 630 W. Fifth St.
lapl.org/whats-on/events/transatlantic-
commissions-program. 

Mid City West 
candidates forum 
The Mid City West Neighborhood
Council is holding a Meet the
Candidates virtual forum on Monday,
March 27, at 8 p.m. Forty-one candi-
dates are vying for 36 seats in 12 cat-
egories, including homeowners and
business owners, renters, nonprofit,
youth and zone representatives, as
well as members at large. Information
about the candidates is available at
empowerla.org/elections and emailing
elections@midcitywest.org. To regis-
ter for the Meet the Candidates event,
visit bit.ly/meetourslatemcw. 

Beverly Hills
Chamber 
The Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce is hosting its March “Get
to Know Your Chamber” event on
Tuesday, March 28. Learn about the
benefits and opportunities available to
members and what the chamber is
doing to assist them. New, current and
future Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce members are welcome.
Networking begins at 8:45 a.m., fol-
lowed by a presentation at 9 a.m.
Participation is free. 9400 S. Santa
Monica Blvd. members.beverly-
hillschamber.com. 

Gloria Cheng in
concert 
Gloria Cheng presents “Looking
Above,” with music by and dedicated
to beloved friends and collaborators
from her remark-
able career, on
Tuesday, March
28, at 8 p.m. at the
Colburn School’s
Zipper Concert
Hall. Cheng will
offer two special
rarities, an unpub-
lished work that composer Pierre
Boulez wrote for her to perform at her
wedding titled “Court dérives à partir
d’Éclat,” and “Sonata in Darkness” by
Oscar-winning composer Michael
Giacchino, which Cheng performed in
“The Batman” (2022) film. Tickets
start at $25. 200 S. Grand Ave. pianos-
pheres.org.
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The city of West Hollywood has
launched WeHo Wi-Fi, its first
major free outdoor public Wi-Fi
network. 

The new network spans the entire
length of Santa Monica Boulevard
in West Hollywood and uses Wi-Fi
6 access points installed on traffic
lights and transit shelters to provide
coverage. The network will provide
free outdoor Wi-Fi connectivity to
the public.  

Free outdoor public Wi-Fi is also
available at West Hollywood Park,

including the Aquatic and
Recreation Center, and at the
Plummer Park Community Center.
Members of the public may access
the network via mobile device by
selecting WeHo Wi-Fi. 

The city of West Hollywood
believes that providing free outdoor
public Wi-Fi is an important service
that can make a significant differ-
ence in the lives of people who live,
work and visit the city. For infor-
mation, visit
weho.org/services/weho-wi-fi. 

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

The city of West Hollywood is offering free Wi-Fi along Santa Monica
Boulevard, and in West Hollywood and Plummer parks.

WeHo launches free Wi-Fi network 

Yaroslavsky appointed to Metro Board

https://wheremusicmeetsthesoul.com
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A group of demonstrators, most over 60 years old, protested in Beverly
Hills on March 21 in the fight against climate change. 

The city of Beverly Hills has
begun a construction project on
Coldwater Canyon Drive to replace
an aging water pipeline. Work on
the project will occur through early
2024 and will take place from 8
a.m.-6 p.m., Monday through
Friday, excluding holidays. 

Only one lane will be open in
each direction on Coldwater
Canyon Drive between Rexford
and Monte Cielo drives. In some
locations, only one lane will be
open for both directions, and traffic
controls will be in place. 

Motorists are urged to use alter-
nate routes, be courteous and yield
to people entering and exiting dri-
veways in the area. 

Replacing the pipelines is critical
to maintaining the city’s water
infrastructure. The pipes were
installed from the 1920s to 1960s
and have experienced several water
main breaks in recent years, city
officials said. 

For information, call the Public
Works Customer Service line at
(310)285-2467 or email
askpw@beverlyhills.org. 

Work starts on Coldwater Canyon
pipeline repairs in Beverly Hills

Climate protesters march through Beverly Hills  

power to affect change,
Glosserman said. Baby boomers
often have excess leisure time, and
they also own approximately 70%
of assets in the United States, giv-
ing them leverage over the banks
funding fossil fuel projects, he
added.  

Collectively, Citi Bank, Wells
Fargo, Bank of America and Chase
have invested $1 trillion into fossil
fuels, and the March 21 protests
were aimed at pressuring the banks
to curtail the investments, accord-
ing to the Third Act website. As part
of Third Act’s campaign, more than
17,000 people have pledged to
divest their money from banks,
Glosserman said.  

He said that forcing banks to
change their ways is not impossi-

ble, and he pointed to HSBC as evi-
dence. The bank, Europe’s largest,
has said it will no longer fund fossil
fuel projects, Glosserman said. 

“[This] is just the opening salvo
in this campaign to bring attention
to the banks’ role in prolonging and
worsening our climate crisis. We’re
planning more actions and will do
more in the future until banks get
the message,” he said. “We will not
let up on this.”    

The organizers chose to stage the
protest in the Golden Triangle
because the four banks all have
offices in the area, Glosserman
said. After gathering by the Beverly
Hills sign on Santa Monica
Boulevard, the protesters marched
down Beverly Drive before turning

As the rain momentarily stopped
and the sun began to shine on
March 21, Deborah Pearl led a
group of dozens of climate activists,
most of them over 60, in a chant
while marching through Beverly
Hills to protest banks funding fossil
fuel projects.   

“I hear the voice of my great
granddaughter saying ‘climate jus-
tice now.’ The people gonna run
like the water, we’re gonna shut this
system down,” Pearl said, as the
crowd sang along.  

The activists gathered in Beverly
Gardens Park to join in a day of
protest led by Third Act, an envi-
ronmental group composed of older
Americans, which was hosting sim-
ilar demonstrations across the coun-
try.  

Phil Glosserman, co-chair of
Third Act’s Southern California
chapter, became involved with the
organization after wildfires prevent-
ed him from visiting his daughter in
Humboldt County, he said.  

“I just thought, ‘This is getting
personal now,’” Glosserman said.
“I have a great deal of compassion
for the young people who are grow-
ing up in a world that is quite differ-
ent than the one I grew up in.”     

Third Act was started by famed
environmentalist Bill McKibben,
and it aims to mobilize baby
boomers who have “untapped”

The intersection of Lomitas
Avenue and Canon and Beverly
drives is unlike any other in
Beverly Hills. With six approach-
es, drivers have to look out for as
many as nine other vehicles while
crossing the circular intersection.
There are no ramps compliant
with the American with
Disabilities Act, and there are no
delineated lanes. 

“You cannot look at your cell
phone or be distracted if you want
to get over that intersection,”
Councilman John Mirisch said
during a March 21 City Council
study session. “You’re actually
forced to cooperate with other
people. It’s one of the few places
in town where people have to
[convey] the message, ‘I see
you.’”     

Mirisch’s comments came after
a report from city staff, which
proposed two options for making
the intersection safer. One option
was to add a raised crosswalk
with flashing lights, and the other
was to create a roundabout.    

Mirisch and the rest of the
council favored the former
option, agreeing that a round-
about seemed unnecessary. And
with a projected $4 million price
tag, it would require significant
funds that could be put to better
use, the council members said. 

“For $4 million, we can do a lot
of good in this city,” Vice Mayor
Julian Gold said.   

Discussions about improving

the intersection date back to the
1990s, but the City Council most
recently directed staff to take
another look after an illegal street
takeover in February 2022.
During the takeover, vehicles
blocked access to the intersection
and performed doughnuts and
other stunts for a crowd of
approximately 150 spectators,
according to the staff report.    

Although staff was initially
directed to only consider ways to
prevent future takeovers, this
threat appears largely negated by
the Beverly Hills Police
Department’s Real Time Watch
Center, Vice Mayor Julian Gold.  

Cars tend to drive slowly
through the intersection, and with
relatively few accidents per year
– there have been 32 reported col-
lisions in the intersection between
2014 and 2022 – pedestrian safe-
ty is a more pressing issue, Gold
said.  

“It’s really a wonky intersec-
tion. Everybody knows it, as you
get close you slow down, you pay
attention. I’m not sure that putting
a roundabout there really serves a
purpose,” Gold said.   

The council members also
opposed a suggestion to install a
raised crosswalk, as that could
inhibit emergency vehicles that
need to cross the intersection, and
said that ADA compliant ramps
should be installed as quickly as
possible.   

“Whenever I would walk
[across the intersection] I would
basically look and see where
vehicles are, and walk in
between,” Mayor Lili Bosse said.
“We need to have people be able
to safely cross the street instead of
guess.”  

n Council approves
crosswalks for 
Lomitas Avenue

n Demonstrators 
pressure banks 
to divest from oil

A new fix for a ‘wonky’
Beverly Hills intersection?

photo courtesy of the BHPD

Beverly Hills staff began considering safety improvements to the
intersection of Lomitas Avenue and Canon and Beverly drives after
a street takeover in February 2022.  

By Joey Waldinger                 

By Joey Waldinger                 

See Protesters page 22

https://www.beverlyhills.org/departments/firedepartment/justincasebh/
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A 25-year-old suspect accused of
robbing a victim on March 13 in the
Fairfax District was arrested the fol-
lowing day when he appeared in
court in Compton on an earlier gun
possession charge, police said. 

The suspect, Marcellus Moore, of
Los Angeles, allegedly robbed a
man around 7:10 p.m. on March 13
near Beverly Boulevard and Fairfax
Avenue. The suspect shoved the vic-
tim to the ground and stole a design-
er satchel, according to police. 

Officers from the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Wilshire
Division responded and were able to
identify Moore as the alleged sus-
pect. Investigators determined the
suspect was scheduled to appear in
court on March 14 and arrested

Robbery suspect arrested after appearing in court 
Moore at the courthouse. The sus-
pect was carrying the satchel, which
still contained some of the victim’s
belongings, police said. 

Lt. Mark Ro, of the Wilshire
Division, said the property was
returned to the victim. 

The suspect was charged with

second-degree robbery. He was
released on March 19 on bail and is
next scheduled to appear in court on
March 29. 

Anyone who witnessed the rob-
bery or has information is urged to
contact Detective Gina Roh at
(213)922-8217.

United States Attorney Martin
Estrada has created a new executive
position to address ethics and post-
conviction issues. In conjunction, the
U.S. Attorney’s Office of the Central
District of California, which has juris-
diction in Los Angeles County, is
establishing a new committee to
review innocence claims brought by
defendants convicted. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Allison L.
Westfahl Kong will serve as the chief
of ethics and post-conviction review,
overseeing the work of the office’s

ethics and professional responsibility
officers, coordinating the investiga-
tion of claims of prosecutorial mis-
conduct  and reviewing the office’s
responses to requests for pardons and
commutations. The Conviction
Integrity Committee will review and
consider claims of factual innocence
brought by defendants who were
convicted in the Central District of
California.

To submit an innocence claim to
the committee, visit justice.gov/usao-
cdca/conviction-integrity-committee. 

U.S. Attorney’s Office establishes
new reviews for convictions

A motorcycle officer assigned to
the Los Angeles Police
Department’s West Traffic Division
was found guilty on March 20 of
lying about a motorist’s allegedly
unsafe driving during a driving
under the influence investigation in
2019. 

Los Angeles County District
Attorney George Gascón
announced the conviction of officer
Alejandro Castillo, who was found
guilty by a jury of one felony count
each of filing a false report and per-
jury. 

“When an officer lies in the
course of their investigation it can
have devastating consequences
including wrongful incarceration
and sometimes wrongful convic-
tions,” Gascón said. “This is why
my office takes perjury by law
enforcement very seriously. We
cannot have the people we entrust-
ed to take away a person’s liberty
lying in their official capacity. I am
pleased that the jury saw the injus-
tice in this case and the officer will
be held accountable for his actions.

I am also thankful for the hard work
of the trial team who secured a vic-
tory in this case.” 

On Oct. 18, 2019, Castillo pulled
over a motorist in Hollywood for
allegedly making an unsafe left
turn. The driver was given a sobri-
ety test and arrested on suspicion of
driving under the influence. 

Castillo filed a police report,
claiming the driver made an unsafe
left turn in front of oncoming traffic
that nearly caused an accident.
Body-worn camera video showed
the driver waited for all vehicles to
pass before making a left turn.
Castillo filed a false declaration
under penalty of perjury as well as
a false police report, prosecutors
said. DUI charges were not filed
against the driver. 

Castillo, a 15-year department
veteran, has been assigned to home
pending the outcome of an adminis-
trative investigation, read a state-
ment by the LAPD.  

Castillo faces up to four years
and eight months in state prison
when he is sentenced on May 12.

Motorcycle officer convicted of 
filing false report, perjury 

Beverly Hills Police Department
officers arrested two adults for resi-
dential burglary on March 20,
BHPD Lt. Reginald Evans said.  

Officers responded to a report of
a residential burglary in the 500
block of North Sierra Drive at

approximately 8:41 a.m., and
arrested one man and one woman
after a search , Evans said.   

Evans identified the suspects as
Selena Scott, 18, of South Gate, and
Joshua Viana, 30. They are facing
burglary charges

Beverly Hills burglary suspects arrested

Detectives from the Los
Angeles Police Department’s
Olympic Division are searching
for a male suspect wanted for two
robberies on March 15 in the
Koreatown area. 

The first robbery occurred
around 9:55 p.m. in the 4400 block
of Beverly Boulevard, approxi-
mately four blocks east of Western
Avenue. Police responded to the
second robbery around 10:50 p.m.
in the 800 block of Third Avenue in
a residential neighborhood south of
Wilshire Boulevard and west of

Wilton Place. 
In both robberies, the suspect

pointed a handgun at victims and
demanded their property, and fled
on foot. He is alleged to have stolen
cash, a designer handbag, debit
card, cell phones and a tablet com-
puter. No injuries were reported. 

The suspect is described as
Black, 30-35 years old, 6 feet tall
and 180-190 pounds. He was
wearing a black hooded sweat-
shirt, black pants, black high top
shoes that are possibly boots, and
black or gray gloves. 

Video of the suspect can be
viewed at youtu.be/DQ3IG5u3YyQ.
Anyone with information is urged to
call the Olympic Division at
(213)382-9460. During weekends
and off-hours, call the LAPD’s hot-
line at (877)LAPD247. 

n Two hold-ups 
occur approximately 
one hour apart

Gunman wanted for robberies 

photo courtesy of the LAPD 

Security cameras captured the suspect during the robberies.  

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department investigators are
searching for a male suspect who
sexually assaulted a victim in West
Hollywood during the early morn-
ing hours of March 13. 

“The investigation continues,”
said Capt. Bill Moulder, of the
West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station.
“There are no additional updates.” 

Authorities said the crime
occurred between 1:30-1:45 a.m. in
the 7600 block of Santa Monica
Boulevard. The suspect
approached a female victim at a
bus bench and forced her into a
nearby parking garage, where the
sexual assault occurred. The sus-
pect was last seen walking south on
Fuller Avenue. 

The suspect was described as
Black, approximately 6 feet 1 inch-
es tall and 210 pounds, with a mus-
cular build. The victim reported the
suspect had a mustache, authorities
said. The suspect was wearing a ski
mask, baseball cap, cream or yel-
low colored sweater with “XTC”
printed on it over a green hooded
sweatshirt, black pants and white
shoes. Investigators believe some-
one may recognize the suspect by

his distinctive sweater.  
The Los Angeles County

Sheriff’s Department’s Special
Victims Bureau is investigating the
crime. Anyone with information is
urged to call investigators at
(877)710-5273 or to email spe-
cialvictimsbureau@lasd.org.
Anonymous tips can also be made
by calling Crime Stoppers at
(800)222-TIPS, or visiting
lacrimestoppers.org. 

n Authorities hope
security camera photos
will lead to suspect

Suspect sought in WeHo sexual assault 

photo courtesy of the LASD 

Authorities released security camera footage of the suspect, who was
wearing a distinctive cream or yellow colored sweater, and are asking
anyone with information to contact investigators.

By edwin folven               

By edwin folven                

https://www.metro.net
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 In a nod to the city’s long history
as a safe haven for renters’ rights, the
West Hollywood City Council voted
to extend funding to the Coalition
for Economic Survival for renter
assistance on March 20. The agree-
ment includes $135,000 for services
through June 30 from CES for legal
services education and outreach. An
extension to the agreement will be
considered in the city’s fiscal budget
in June. 

The organization was established
in 1973 with the mission of empow-
ering low- and moderate-income
people. It has worked closely with
West Hollywood and the city of Los
Angeles in creating strident rent con-
trol legislation. 

“They are actually integral to the
city of West Hollywood’s history
because the Coalition for Economic
Survival was one of the founding
partners that founded the city back in
1984,” Mayor Pro Tempore John
Erickson said. 

“We’re a grassroots, community
based organization,” CES executive
director Larry Gross said. “We’re
about empowering tenants and giv-
ing them the tools to fight for their
rights. We led the effort to bring rent
control to the city of Los Angeles,
and in fact, we led the effort to create
the city of West Hollywood and win
the strong rent control law there as
well. So, part of our effort is – while
we won these laws – they’re only a
piece of paper unless tenants know
what their rights are.” 

“CES has supported the ability for
tenants in West Hollywood to build
community through their shared
experiences, access resources and
gain important knowledge to navi-
gate the issues they are facing,”
Councilwoman Chelsea Byers said.
“This service is a lifeline for com-
munity members whose mental and
physical health can be challenged by
ongoing issues and the isolation that
can come with it. It was important to
extend this support to ensure stabili-
ty and continuity of services for ten-
ants who depend on it, and I’m so
glad we did just that.” 

“CES empowers tenants by arm-
ing them with knowledge and
resources,” Councilwoman Lauren
Meister said. “We extended their
contract so they can continue to pro-
vide assistance to West Hollywood
tenants dealing with eviction or
quality of life issues. We also expect
that their partnership will comple-
ment the work of our rent stabiliza-
tion department and code compli-
ance team.” 

At the West Hollywood City
Council meeting, several tenants
spoke about landlords’ alleged ille-
gal use of units as short-term rentals. 

“I’m … speaking on behalf of my
neighbors and friends regarding the
short-term rentals, and essentially as
of late being very much bullied by
our building management to try to
get us to move out for their own
monetary benefits,” resident
Shannon Martellaro said.  

“I live at 917 Larrabee, which has
been used recently to rent illegal
short-term rentals by the owners of
Hiller Hospitality,” resident Roberto
Gonzalez said. “CES has been help-
ing us with these and other slumlord
issues.” 

Currently, renters are banned from
making money on apartments from
short-term stays, which is defined as
30 days or less. Additionally, zoning
ordinances in West Hollywood pro-
vide further restrictions on what
properities can be used as short-term
rentals. Airbnb’s website has a page
dedicated to West Hollywood’s

complex laws regarding rental units,
which can be accessed at
airbnb.com/help/art icle/911.
Regardless of the laws, however,
Gross said that his organization is
pushing for proper enforcement. 

“We consistently see landlords
attempting to push out tenants, partic-
ularly long-term low-rent tenants,
because they see they have the ability
to gain more income doing Airbnb
and charging by the night,” Gross
said. “So, one of the things we’ve
been looking to do is to try and push
for stronger and more effective
enforcement of the Airbnb ordi-
nance.” 

Gross said that CES also has been
on the frontlines for renters who
have been affected by the pandemic. 

“We’re coming out of the COVID
restrictions, but not coming out of
the COVID aftermath. And so,
we’re still seeing a lot of people who
have not recovered financially
because of COVID,” Gross said. 

“These services are especially
needed now that COVID protections
have been lifted,” Councilman John
Heilman said. “We need to do every-
thing possible to keep our residents
in their apartments and to make sure
those apartments are safe and habit-
able.” 

WeHo extends CES partnership to help renters

photo courtesy of the Coalition for Economic Survival 

Members and beneficiaries of the Coalition for Economic Survival appeared
at the March 20 West Hollywood City Council meeting.

By rance collins                 

https://www.belmontvillage.com
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Female industry veterans lead with ‘Every Day’ actions

Samantha Luu and Hillary Cohen are the founders of Every Day Action,
a charity that distributes discarded food from film and television sets to
people experiencing homelessness.

photo courtesy of Kathy Schuh Photography

BY RANCE COLLINS            

March is Women’s History
Month, and every week this month
the Beverly Press and Park La Brea
News is paying tribute to women
who help our community thrive.  

Every Day Action founders
Hillary Cohen and Samantha Luu
know life on movie sets inside and
out. Each has years of experience
working on films and television
shows, and both are products of the
Director’s Guild of America trainee
program. Three years ago, the pair
came together to create a charity to
combat the homelessness crisis in
Los Angeles, utilizing resources
from the industry where they’ve
made their professional mark.

Cohen started sewing face masks
in the early days of the pandemic,
helping to pass the time as produc-
tions shut down across the city. She
would sew and have CNN on in the
background, which she said caused
her “to go kind of nuts.”

“I just saw so much negativity in
social media … and it made me
really frustrated,” Cohen said.
“And I just started getting more and
more angry … and I wanted to do
something.”

She recalled a problem she had
noticed when she first started in the
entertainment business.

“Sam and I both have worked on
film sets for over a decade, and
have watched a lot of food get
thrown out,” she said. “And from
the very first day, on my very first

film set, I asked about the food get-
ting thrown out … [and we were]
next to a homeless encampment,
and I was told we couldn’t pass [the
food] out, because we would be
sued. And it had to be thrown out.
And for a decade, I just kind of
accepted that reality … but COVID
allowed us to have this stop.”

Cohen and Luu had what they
called their “first COVID get togeth-
er,” where she cracked they were “20
feet apart” and in “hazmat suits.” 

“I just started talking to her about
every day actions, and this idea of
what we could do by saving the
food on film sets,” Cohen said.

She also discussed how back-
ground artists, production assistants
and stand-ins often have inconsis-
tent pay and work hours, making it
difficult for them to schedule sec-
ond jobs. The idea began to form
that they could create a nonprofit
that would make use of leftover
food while simultaneously employ-
ing production workers in need of
flexible situations.

“We also realized COVID was a
good opportunity, too, because …
they were going to be preparing
food much more safely and more
sanitarily than is normal on a film
set,” Luu said.

Neither had ever waded into the
world of nonprofits, but after months
of filling out government paperwork
and writing bylaws, which Cohen
said involved “a solid month of cry-
ing, screaming and working our
butts off,” the pair established Every
Day Action. The only problem was

that, because of the pandemic, noth-
ing was in production.

Cohen was set to give a talk
about sewing masks at an online
DGA event with roughly 1000 peo-
ple. She ended up speaking right
after headliner Sean Penn. She
mentioned masks, but then transi-
tioned directly into talking about
Every Day Action.

“Everyone at that event was so
excited,” Cohen said. “This produc-
er called me and Sam, and he was
like, ‘Hey, I’m going to be the first
show shooting [during the pandem-
ic], we’re going to be back in about
four weeks … we want to help you
do this’. So, Sam and I went to
Walmart, we bought a [giant] cool-
er … and we picked up food for
two days [from the shoot]. We
saved about 175 meals.”

While Cohen and Luu experi-
enced initial growing pains while
learning how to distribute food to
the unhoused, they were quickly
able to recruit more volunteers,
independent contractors and the
assistance of an increasing number
of film and television productions.

Now, the organization has grown
to give out roughly 4,000 meals
every week, taking food from five
to 15 sets each day, serving areas
throughout Los Angeles. 

“We will deliver in San Pedro,
Hollywood, Burbank and
Manhattan Beach all in one day.
And we’re really just trying to
change the conversation around
food waste. Whole Foods has start-
ed to really become interested in

our efforts and sponsor us, and they
have let us start picking up from
one of their stores,” Cohen said. 

Whole Foods is one of the spon-
sors of Every Day Action’s first
gala, which will be held on March
25 at 6 p.m. at L.A. River Studios,
located at 2800 Division St. The
theme is a casino night, and will
include celebrity players Lucy
Hale, Patrick J. Adams, Jack
McBrayer and Colton Underwood.
Tickets and information can be
found by visiting youreverydayac-
tion.org/casinonight.

Luu said that their organization
has allowed them to be leaders in a
world that often undervalues the
voices of women.

“As a female, biracial person of
color myself, I feel like it’s important
just because there are not enough

females like myself that are in
charge,” she said. “We  have been in
meetings with other men, and so
many times where we’re just, over-
looked or passed by, or we’re the
ones who said the right answer, but
no one listened until the man said it.
And so [to] be the person in charge,
and we get to call the shots, I think
that is a different level of representa-
tion that the younger generations
very much want and need. I think it’s
important for women to be in charge
in this space, because … iron sharp-
ens iron … when we’re around
them.”

“I think that it’s important to
show other women that you can just
do it,” Cohen said.

For information about Every Day
Action, visit youreveryday
action.org.

Allen honors Iranian-American
leader Zar as Woman of the Year

In a floor ceremony in the
California State Senate on March
20, California Sen. Ben Allen (D-
Santa Monica) recognized Maryam
S. Zar as the 24th Senate District’s
Woman of the Year.

An attorney, the Iranian-born Zar
is an advocate for human rights and
the women’s movement currently

taking place in Iran. She is presi-
dent of the Pacific Palisades
Community Council, chair of the
Westside Regional Alliance of
Councils Land Use and Planning
Committee, secretary of her local
park advisory board and board chair
at her community YMCA.

“This past year, the courageous

women of Iran have taken to the
streets fighting for their rights. Here
in the United States, Persian-
American women have led the fight
to make sure their struggle is not
ignored,” Allen said. “Maryam has
been a leader in this effort. Her
leadership builds upon years of
community service in the Palisades
and broader L.A. region. She has
been putting in the hard work of
finding local solutions for home-
lessness, leading the community
council with strength and energy.
I’m proud to name her [the 24th
District’s] Woman of the Year for
2023.”

Zar moved to the United States in
1979 and earned a bachelor’s
degree from Boston University and
a juris doctorate from Pepperdine

University. In 1992, she returned to
Iran as a news correspondent in the
face of a patriarchy that did not
welcome women in the workplace.
In 2010, she established
Womenfound to promote aware-
ness of the plight of women around
the world.

“I’m thrilled to be receiving this
accolade from Sen. Ben Allen, who
is a pleasure to work with and rep-
resents the kind of public servant
all districts should be lucky enough
to have,” Zar said. “This year, with
the Woman Life Freedom move-
ment for civil rights inspired by
women in Iran underway, the
Woman of the Year award is partic-
ularly meaningful to me and I’m
grateful and humbled to have been
chosen.”

Sen. Ben Allen (D-Santa Monica)
honored Maryam S. Zar during a
ceremony on March 20 in
Sacramento.

photo courtesy of the 24th California Senate
District officeLand named Woman of the

Year in 51st District
Assemblyman Rick Chavez Zbur

(D-West Hollywood) honored for-
mer West Hollywood city council-
woman and mayor Abbe Land on
March 20 as Woman of the Year in
the 51st Assembly District.

Land has also served as CEO and
executive director for multiple
organizations and is a tireless advo-
cate for the most vulnerable resi-
dents in the community, Zbur said.
She currently serves as chief strate-
gist-special projects for the Los
Angeles County Department of
Human Resources. Prior to that,
Land served as the executive direc-

tor of the Los Angeles County
Women and Girls Initiative, which
was created to help improve the
lives of women and girls through
changes in policy, program devel-
opment and strategic partnerships.

“No one deserves this honor more
than Abbe Land,” Zbur said. “She is
a tireless advocate for our most cher-
ished values of fairness, decency
and social justice for all human
beings and a longtime friend.”

Land has over 35 years of expe-
rience working with L.A. County,
having served as a leader within the
nonprofit and civic government
fields. Land was formerly execu-
tive director and CEO of The
Trevor Project, a nonprofit provid-
ing crisis intervention and suicide
prevention services to LGBTQ+
youth. She also formerly served as
co-CEO of the Saban Community
Clinic, which provides health care
to underserved populations.

Land served on the West
Hollywood City Council from
1986-97 and from 2003-15, serving
as mayor five times. She was a
leader for the city on women’s
issues, reproductive health care,
LGBTQ+ rights, affordable hous-
ing, health care access and civil lib-
erties. 

Assemblyman Rick Chavez Zbur
recognized Abbe Land as Woman of
the Year in his district during a March
20 ceremony at the state Capitol.

photo courtesy of the 51st Assembly 
District office

https://melrosetradingpost.org
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BHHS students bring ‘Mean Girls’ to the stage
n Cameo appearances by Beverly Hills notables heighten expectations

For the cast and crew of Beverly
Hills High School’s performance
of “Mean Girls,” October 3 is a
special day, said BHHS theater
director Samantha Howard. That’s
the day Cady Heron, the protago-
nist of the hit 2004 high school
rom-com, falls for her crush, Aaron
Samuels.  

That was also the day Howard
announced to her students that they
would be bringing Heron’s story to
the stage. Howard was undecided
on what play she should direct
when she learned that the rights to
the musical version of “Mean
Girls” had been released, she said.
Instantly, her decision was made,
she said. 

“It felt like kismet,” Howard
said.      

After months of preparation, the
play opens on March 23 for a three
day run at the Saban Theater, at
8440 Wilshire Blvd.   

“We are all completely excited
and a little bit nervous,” Howard
said.   

She said the last days of
rehearsal have been stressful, as the
performers have been rehearsing
with props and stage equipment
they didn’t have access to in their
practice space at school. Since the
pandemic, students have rehearsed
in a converted classroom they call
“the black box,” and Howard was
astonished to see how well they’ve
adapted to the space and equipment

at the Saban.  
“The fact that they’re rehearsing

as cleanly as they are is astounding,
and I’m ridiculously proud of
them,” Howard said.   

Cameo performances in the play
have added to Howard’s excite-
ment, she said. During each show,
prominent city leaders including
Mayor Lili Bosse and Beverly
Hills Unified School District
Superintendent Dr. Michael Bregy
will take turns playing the roles of
Cady Heron’s parents, while
BHUSD board president Noah
Margo is playing the role of “math
mentor” in multiple performances,
Howard said.  

“It’s important to me and to
[Howard] that we engage with the
community, and get the community
invested in what the kids are doing
on campus,” BHHS instrumental
music director Justin Klotzle said,   

He added that working with pro-
fessional musicians and perform-
ing in a storied theater like the
Saban drives home the lessons his

students learn in the classroom.   
“They get here, and then the bar

is a lot higher than what they’re
expected to do, and it really pushes
them beyond what they were capa-
ble of yesterday,” Klotzle said.  

Mayor Lili Bosse said she had
never participated in theater classes
when she attended BHHS, and she
is excited for the challenge of her
first performance.  

“I’m counting down the hours,”
Bosse said. “Break a leg!”    

For tickets, visit onthestage.tick-
ets/show/beverly-hil ls-high-
school/63f93a1bfffb640e432202d
7/tickets. 

“No man is above the law and no man is below it; nor do we ask
any man’s permission when we require him to obey it. Obedience to
the law is demanded as a right; not asked as a favor.” 

President Theodore Roosevelt (1858-1919), in his third annual
message to Congress, Dec. 7, 1903 

Source:
theodoreroosevelt.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=991271&modul
e_id=339333 

Notable Quotes

photo by Joey Waldinger

The Beverly Hills High School cast of “Mean Girls” rehearsed on
Tuesday ahead of opening night at the Saban Theater on March 23.

BY JOEY WALDINGER                

White graces The Wallis 
Wallis Annenberg Center for the

Performing Arts & Mark Cortale
present the return of the hugely
popular Broadway @ The Wallis
concert series with internationally
acclaimed Tony, Obie and Emmy
Award-winner Lillias White, hosted
and music-directed by SiriusXM
Radio star Seth Rudetsky, on
Thursday, March 30 at 7 p.m. in
The Wallis’ Bram Goldsmith
Theater. 

White (“The Life,” “Chicago,”
“How To Succeed…,”
“Dreamgirls,” and “Barnum”) takes
a day off from her starring role on
Broadway as Missus Hermes in the
Tony Award-winning smash hit
“Hadestown” to make her Wallis
debut. 

The Wallis evening promises a
seamless mix of intimate behind-
the-scenes stories prompted by
funny, insightful and revealing
questions from Rudetsky (on
piano), and music from White’s
stellar Broadway and television
career. 

Tickets ($39 - $125) are on sale
now, as are single tickets and sub-
scriptions to all performances in
The Wallis’ 2022-23 Season. For
tickets and information, visit the-
wallis.org/white. TheWallis is
located at 9390 N. Santa Monica
Blvd. 

photo courtesy of Lillias White 

Lillias White will perform at The
Wallis on March 30. 

“We are all 
completely excited

and a little bit 
nervous.”

Samantha Howard
BHHS theater director 

https://www.bhtota.org
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Outfest Fusion lifts queer BIPOC voices
BY RANCE COLLINS            

The Outfest Fusion QTBIPOC
Festival flew under the radar for
many years. Established in 2004,
long before the Black Lives Matter
protests and movements for equity
in the film and television industry,
Outfest executive director Damian
Navarro said that Fusion was
viewed by some as being too
“niche.” As disparities in racial,
gender and queer representation
have received more exposure, how-
ever, the necessity for the festival
has become increasingly obvious.

“There were several of multicul-
tural nonprofits that wanted to get
together for one night and watch a
bunch of their work, as well as cel-
ebrate the work that they did,”
Navarro said. “It was so unprece-
dented at the time.”

He explained that some people
asked questions like, “Why do you
know a bunch of people of color
want to get together – that seems so
exclusive?”

The program has grown into the
10-day event it is now. Fusion is the
largest festival of its kind, provid-
ing film screenings, workshops,
panels, live music, masterclasses
and a 1-minute movie contest. This
year, Fusion will also host its inau-
gural family day, which offers kid-
friendly programming that cele-
brates LGBTQ+ childhood.

Starting with an opening night

gala at the Japanese American
Cultural and Community Center,
located at 244 San Pedro St. down-
town, the event runs from March 24
to April 2. Screenings will also be
held at the TCL Chinese 6, located
at 6925 Hollywood Blvd., the
Japanese American National
Museum, located at 100 N. Central
Ave., and the Los Angeles Theatre
Center, located at 514 S. Spring St.

The event comes at precarious
time for both people of color and
LGBTQ+ individuals, as conserva-
tive states across the country have
backed legislation that limits the
rights of trans people and women,
and rolls back protections for
BIPOC people.

“This year’s program literally
was taken from the headlines and
flipped on its back and saying,
‘Here is how we reflect back to the
community. Here are the systemic
issues that we are continuing to
face,’” Navarro said.

Several prominent titles will be
featured at the festival, including
the Xpedition and the Al Roker pro-
duced “Kenyatta: Do Not Wait
Your Turn,” featuring Lee Daniels,
which will make its North
American premiere. The Sundance
documentaries “The Stroll” and
“Little Richard: I Am Everything”
will also be included. The majority
of programming, however, high-
lights new and emerging talent,
with over half the movies featured

helmed by women, gender-noncon-
forming or non-binary filmmakers.

“You have the things of discov-
ery that people I guarantee you are
not going to ever see [otherwise],”
Navarro said. “Like the film ‘Soft,’
which is a feature about three [ado-
lescent] queer best friends with a
mother figure coming from a first-
time Canadian filmmaker named
Joseph Amenta.”

The gala opening on March 24
will feature several short films,
including “Amina,” which follows
a lesbian former astronaut trying to
connect with her unborn child after
the death her former partner, “Hex
the Patriarchy,” a comedy about
two queer high school students who
strike back at their bullies with
witchcraft, and “I Am Poem,”
which finds a young boy exploring
and asserting his gender identity on
Halloween. The screenings will be
followed by an after party.

In addition to the screenings,
workshops help aspiring industry
professionals to find their way in
Hollywood, with events like “How
to Craft the Perfect Pitch” and
“Disrupting the Hollywood
Pipeline.” Experimental events will
also be presented, including a fit-
ness class that touches of cirque
skills, a Vogue masterclass with Isla
Ebony from the HBO series
“Legendary” and an incense and
meditation session with Le Trois
Apothecary.

“There’s a lot of real cultural
experimentation, hence fusion. It’s
not meant to be cultural fusion. It’s
meant to be the artistry of fusion, in
which you are seeing a multimedia
canvas of different types of experi-
ences,” Navarro said.

He went on to explain that Fusion
allows unique voices to be seen,
promoted and highlighted in a way
that other aspects of the film and
television industry don’t or can’t.

“The industry itself has come up
with some really clever ways of
backing away from supporting pro-
grams like this,” Navarro said,
adding that people in the industry
often label such programs as
“niche” as a workaround. But he
explained that aspiring BIPOC

filmmakers often have no connec-
tions in Hollywood, even if they are
Los Angeles locals, and have a
harder time working their way up
the ladder. Fusion provides an out-
let not only to have BIPOC film-
makers’ work seen, but also to con-
nect underrepresented groups with
industry professionals and vital
tools necessary to grow in the busi-
ness. Some programming is free or
low-cost, and free passes are avail-
able to select people who are expe-
riencing financial hardship. 

“We really are trying to make it
accessible, completely accessible,”
he said.

For information, tickets and a full
festival schedule, visit outfestfu-
sion.com.

“Hex the Patriarchy” is one of the short films that will open the Outfest
Fusion QTBIPOC Festival on March 24.

photo courtesy of Outfest

Rabbi Yossi Eilfort, founder of
security firm Magen Am, which
provides security services to syna-
gogues and Jewish organizations
across Los Angeles, hosted two free
self-defense classes for female
Beverly Hills city staff and com-
missioners on March 15.  

“Women play such a big role in
our community, and we wanted to
empower them and this was a great
opportunity to do that,” said
Councilwoman Sharona Nazarian,
who helped organize the lessons. 

She said she is speaking with
Eilfort about offering additional
self-defense classes. 

photo courtesy of Sharona Nazarian

Self-defense
classes held in
Beverly Hills

Lorre donation supports Cedars-
Sinai training programs

  Acclaimed producer and writer
Chuck Lorre’s latest production
won’t be found on a studio lot but
on the campus of Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center. The Chuck Lorre
Family Foundation has made a $30
million donation to create a new
school for underserved individuals
seeking to grow their healthcare
career.  

The Chuck Lorre School of
Allied Health will provide training
for emerging healthcare profession-
als in areas of work that are chroni-
cally understaffed including respi-
ratory therapy, pharmacy technician
training, clinical laboratory science,
MRI technology, radiologic tech-
nology and echo/cardio technology.  

Within three years, the initial
class of approximately 50 students
is expected to become certified in
their chosen fields at Cedars-Sinai.
By year seven, projected enroll-
ment will likely double to more
than 100 students.    

The Chuck Lorre Family
Foundation and Cedars-Sinai are
building pay equity into the
school’s blueprint. The goal is to
address pay disparities that most
often impact job seekers from
underrepresented communities by
providing an avenue to increase

income through skills development.  
“We are honored that Chuck Lorre

and his foundation have chosen to
continually invest in Cedars-Sinai’s
flourishing programs and initia-
tives,” said Arthur J. Ochoa, senior
vice president of Advancement and
chief advancement officer for
Cedars-Sinai.        

The hospital’s high bar for excel-
lence in training practices was the
catalyst for Lorre’s decision.  

“Choosing to collaborate with
Cedars-Sinai, one of healthcare’s
most respected institutions, was not
a tough call for me,” said Lorre,
whose many TV hits include “Two
and a Half Men,” “The Kominsky
Method,” and “The Big Bang
Theory.”

Lorre’s foundation is responsible
for some of his most gratifying
work. Led by president and chief
giving officer Trisha Cardoso, the
foundation has a longstanding and
storied history with Cedars-Sinai.
Since 2014, the foundation’s dona-
tions have powered Cedars-Sinai’s
Youth Employment and
Development program for stu-
dents at L.A.’s Fairfax High
School, giving local students access
to the world of medicine before
stepping foot on a college campus. 

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai   
From left, Cedars-Sinai chief advancement officer Arthur J. Ochoa, vice dean
of academic affairs Nicole Leonard, producer Chuck Lorre, chief human
resources officer Andy Ortiz and chief giving officer Trisha Cardoso made
the announcement.

https://www.kccla.org
https://www.bridgewebs.com/beverlyhills/
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Come celebrate and be part of
the sixth annual Masters of Taste,
as Los Angeles’ premier outdoor,
luxury food and beverage festival
returns and will be held Sunday,
April 2, from 3 to 7 p.m. on the
field of the Rose Bowl in
Pasadena. 100% of the proceeds
will directly benefit Union Station
Homeless Services, a non-profit
organization celebrating 50 years
of providing homeless services
and housing for thousands of
neighbors. 

Masters of Taste is introducing
chef Michael Reed and Kwini
Reed as hosts of Masters of Taste
2023, which also marks the 6th
Anniversary of this celebrated
event. Reed is a classically trained
chef and restaurateur, who has
spent 19 years as a chef for restau-
rants across New York and Los
Angeles. Reed is the co-owner and
executive chef behind two Los
Angeles area restaurants, Poppy +
Rose in downtown Los Angeles,
and Anaheim’s Poppy & Seed. In
addition to the two concepts, Reed
and his wife and co-owner, Kiini
Reed, also run an upscale catering
company, Root of All Food.  

Masters of Taste 2022 was a
sold-out event that attracted over
3,000 guests and garnered media
attention all throughout Southern
California and beyond. The sixth
annual Masters of Taste 2023 is

also expected to bring over 3,000
food and beverage enthusiasts
together for one afternoon to cele-
brate this exhilarating festival,
which will include the finest fare
from over 100 Culinary Masters
and restaurants, delectable sweets
prepared by L.A.’s top Sweet
Masters, top Beverage Masters
who will be featuring signature
handcrafted cocktail tastings from
over 25 spirit brands and top cock-
tail bars, a premier 50-Yard-Line
Cocktail Bar, select wineries, local

craft breweries, cold-pressed
juices, cold brew coffee and live
entertainment. 

Other participating restaurants
include Angelenos’ Wood Fired
Pizza, Champion’s CURRY, City
Club Los Angeles, Fat Boys, Gus’
World-Famous Fried Chicken, La
Boheme, Marlou, Per L’Ora, Pez
Cantina, Soulmate, VCHOS, West
Side Bahn Mi/Street Kitchen and
Yardbird. 

For information, visit mastersof-
tastela.com. 

‘Taste’ readies for 6th annual ‘masterful’ event

photo courtesy of Masters of Taste 

The Rose Bowl will host Masters of Taste on April 2. Proceeds benefit
Union Station Homeless Services.

Memorial for P-22 considered
in Griffith Park 

photo courtesy of the NPS 

P-22 was a widely recognizable symbol of cougar conservation and an
important part of Griffith Park’s history, advocates said. 

The city is seeking to create a
permanent memorial in Griffith
Park for the mountain lion P-22
under a motion introduced on
March 21 by Councilwoman
Nithya Raman, 4th District. 

P-22, which lived in Griffith Park
for more than 10 years, was eutha-
nized in December after being struck
by a vehicle and displaying severe
health issues. The mountain lion was
an internationally recognized sym-
bol of the #SaveLACougars conser-
vation campaign, and became a local
celebrity in Los Angeles, Raman
said.

The motion instructs the Los
Angeles Department of Recreation
and Parks to create an ad hoc com-
mittee of the Griffith Park
Advisory Board, composed of city
personnel and private stakeholders,

to determine the location and
design of a permanent memorial to
P-22.  

“I had the great honor of repre-
senting the area where P-22 lived
in Council District Four, where he
achieved celebrity status after com-
pleting an odyssey-like journey,
crossing the 405 and the 101 [free-
ways], and trekking over 20 miles
to reach his new home of Griffith
Park over a decade ago,” Raman
said. “It only makes sense that we
pay tribute to his legacy with a per-
manent memorial on his home turf,
where visitors can come pay their
respects and learn more about his
invaluable contributions to wildlife
conservation. P-22 was important
to so many Angelenos, and I’m
looking forward to the results of a
participatory, community-driven

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass
announced on March 18 that the
firm Partners in Diversity, Inc. has
been selected to identify candidates
to become the next general manag-
er of the Los Angeles Animal
Services Department. 

Partners in Diversity, Inc. was
selected based on its experience
with previous executive searches
for the city of Los Angeles, the
mayor said. 

“My focus is to ensure that
Animal Services is led by someone
with the experience, expertise and
passion to lead a high level of care
at our shelters, increase adoption
rates and enforce responsible pet
care across Los Angeles,” Bass
said. “I want to thank the dedicated
staff and volunteers who continue
to work tirelessly in our shelters
and neighborhoods to care for
L.A.’s animals, while confronting
the challenges of overcrowding,
limited enrichment activities and an
increased need to spay and neuter.
We are looking for a leader who can
bring innovative solutions to these
challenges.” 

The Los Angeles Department of
Animal Services has been criticized
for allegedly providing poor care
for animals. The general manager
position has been vacant since 2021
after the retirement of former gen-
eral manager Brenda Barnette. The
department is currently being run
by an interim general manager. 

City leaders and animal rights
advocates are seeking to implement
reforms across the department. A
report released in October by for-
mer City Councilman Paul Koretz

determined that the department is
not adequately funded and is
severely understaffed. 

City searches for new Animal
Services general manager 

process to determine what that per-
manent memorial will look like.” 

“You can’t over-memorialize P-
22. He was such a beloved cat by
people not just in Los Angeles but
around the world, and it’s wonder-
ful to see the desire to create lasting
places where people can celebrate
P-22’s life and their personal con-
nections to him,” said Beth Pratt,
California regional executive
director of the National Wildlife
Federation and leader of the
#SaveLACougars campaign. “And
of course, nowhere is more appro-
priate than Griffith Park, his home
for over a decade.” 

The motion also instructs the
Los Angeles Department of
Cultural Affairs, with the assis-
tance of the Department of
Recreation and Parks and Bureau

of Engineering to report back with-
in 120 days with a proposal for a
memorial and a donation-based
memorial program dedicated to the
memory of P-22.

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax n the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax n the Original Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8447 

frances@dupars-psr.com

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Take & Bake!
Pick up our Famous Chicken Pot Pies  

& Legendary Dinner Rolls to take home and bake! 
• Easy weeknight dinner! 

• Dinner rolls for Passover & Easter!

https://fineartstheatrebh.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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East攀 M漀ning 
Donuts & Pastries

Order All Your  
Favorites Now! 

• Donuts • Muffins 
• Fruit & Cheese  
Danish & More!

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8447 

frances@dupars-psr.com

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

March Madness? March sadness. Pass me a burger.

Among the things that break my brain: rental house remotes.
photo by Chris Erskine

Random thoughts from the dam-
aged mind of a man whose bracket
just went up in flames:

• L.A. is the most-Picasso place
in the world -- everyone sees some-
thing different.

• World’s best sound: “Play ball!” 
• World’s worst sound: “Last

call!”
• Mammoth and Tahoe look like

the North Pole. 
• Send sandbags now, Governor

Gav. 
• “He has Van Gogh’s ear for

music.” (Billy Wilder)
• The older we get, the less we

worry.
• The older we get, the better our

childhoods.
• Updated Final Four prediction:

UCLA. Princeton. Tennessee.
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and
Wizardry.

• FYI, California’s tax deadline
has been further extended to Oct.
15, due to the storms.

• The bad news: Inflation will
continue till further notice.

• Tired of “Ted Lasso?” Try
“Shrinking” on Apple Plus (set in
Pasadena).

• Warning: You’ll fall hard for
Jessica Williams, the young actress
who steals every scene.

• My definition of insanity:
Figuring out the remotes at a rental
house.

• And I’m having a rocky rela-
tionship with my car’s clock.

• L.A. has too much fussy food.
• But the burgers and margaritas

make up for it.
• Hollywood needs a total

_____________ (Makeover?
Exorcism? Lobotomy?)

• I still don’t understand NFL
“franchise tags.” And I probably
never will.

• Loopy Bill Walton would make
for an incredible Esquire profile, or
“30 for 30.” 

• Speaking of loopy, how about
that Jamie Lee Curtis?

• Love her, but that ditzy movie
broke my brain.

• Nurses and teachers are the only
angels we have left.

• Well, most of them, anyway.
• I’ve hit every button on my

dash. Still no clock.
• I’ve hit every button on these

rental-house remotes. Still no TV.
• Yet, somehow I remain hopeful.
• Go Hogwarts!
• Trivia time: Which author has

outsold everything except the Bible
and the works of William
Shakespeare (answer below)

• The more a team dribbles, the
less it wins. Just watch.

• FYI, Alexander Graham Bell
found phones so annoying he
refused to have one in his home.

• Tale of two cities: Office work-
ers now turn up three days a week,
but my gardener shows up in a cold

rain.
• I’m not crying. Mother Nature

is crying. 
• Someone grab a towel.
• For the life of me, I can’t figure

out why anyone would put vodka in
a sauce.

• Or Princeton in the Final Four.
• L.A. Marathon suggestion:

Start at Malibu and finish in Venice.
• The slumping NBA needs

Charles Barkley as commissioner. 
• My Yelp review of Hollywood:

“Super frantic, out of touch, shows
little regard for its customers.”

• No wait, that’s Washington.
• Actual National Park Service

post: “If you hold a wild ermine up
to your ear, you can hear what it’s
like to be attacked by a wild
ermine.”

• Maybe the Park Service should
write for Showtime?

• “The two most important days
in your life…the day you were
born, and the day you find out
why.” (Mark Twain)

• This week’s musical rec:
Throaty chanteuse Lizz Wright.

• This week’s food craving: The
garlic chicken at Zankou.

• To me, the best sit-coms feature
flawed characters you’d like to
invite to dinner.

• Dear Tesla owners: You don’t
have a spare tire. And the service
wait will take up half your day.

• Me, I’m lucky to have an elec-
tric toothbrush.

• Best morning-show host name:
Poppy Harlow. 

• Best best-seller: Mel Brooks’
memoir, as wildly entertaining as
his brilliant comedies.

• But could “Blazing Saddles”
get made today? Probably not.

• Same for “All in the Family.”
• “Gutfeld!” may be the most-

painful show in the history of tele-
vision. 

• Trivia answer: Agatha Christie
is the third best-seller of all time.

• Trivia question II: Where did
California get its name? (answer
below)

• March birthdays: Elton John,
76; Shaquille O’Neal, 51; Jessica
Biel, 41; Lady Gaga, 37.

• Life is 80% fascination. And
20% laundry.

• “A failure is not always a mis-
take, it may simply be the best one
can do under the circumstances.
The real mistake is to stop trying.”
(psychologist B.F. Skinner)

• First, I couldn’t bring myself to
toss my old albums. Now I can’t

toss my old CDs.
• And what about all my priceless

coaching plaques?
• Now that would be a mistake.
• Trivia answer II (courtesy of my

son Smartacus): California was
named for a mythical island, full of
female warriors, in a 16th century
novel.

• Ironic, huh?
• And finally…as Kepler noted,

the square of a planet’s orbital peri-
od is directly proportional to the
cube of its average distance from
the sun.

• As usual, God is in the details.
• And the proof is in the pudding.
• How it got there, no one knows.

Email the columnist at
Letters@ChrisErskineLA.com. For
books or past columns, please go to
ChrisErskineLA.com. 

by  
Chris  
Erskine

Beverly Hills appoints community services director  

Stephanie Harris has been named
Beverly Hills Director of
Community Services after serving
as interim director since January.
Former director Jenny Rogers has
announced her retirement from pub-
lic service. 

“I am thrilled to welcome
Stephanie to her new role,” City
Manager Nancy Hunt-Coffey
said.  “With a deep knowledge of
the department and Beverly Hills
community, I know she will excel in
this position and lead her incredible
team with pride and a vision for the
future.”  

As director, Harris will oversee
the department’s Administrative
Support, Human Services, Library,
Arts & Culture, and Recreation &
Parks divisions.   

“I am thankful for the trust Nancy
and the City Council have placed in
me,” Harris said. “With the work of
the extraordinary staff in communi-
ty services, our programs and com-
munity events will continue to pro-
vide an exceptional quality of life
for those who live, work and visit
our incredible city.” 

Harris joined the city in 2014 as a
management analyst in the

Community Services Department,
and was later promoted to senior
management analyst and communi-
ty services manager before joining
the City Manager’s Office in 2022
as community outreach manager.
Prior to joining Beverly Hills, Harris
worked for the City of Rosemead’s

Parks & Recreation Department for
11 years. 

She earned her bachelor’s degree
from California State University,
Los Angeles, and her master’s in
public administration from
California State University,
Northridge.  

SEPEREIENEG
has sprung! 

order passover  
& easter arrangements!

(818) 928-1141
E emilyjilgco.com  E bloomsbyemilyjilgco.com

photo courtesy of City of Beverly Hills

http://dupars.net/Store/
https://emilyjilgco.com
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a 
Public Hearing to consider the following item: 

LOCATIONS:            8500 Santa Monica  
                                 Boulevard, West Hollywood, 
                                 California 
                                 (APNS: 4337-001-013, 4337- 
                                 001-032, 4337-001-033) 

REQUEST: Appeal of Planning Commission approval to demolish a 
commercial building and construct a six-story, mixed-use 
development containing 30 condominium dwelling units 
above ground floor commercial space over a two-level, 
subterranean garage with 31 parking spaces, including 
consideration of proposed revisions to the applicant’s 
requested project entitlements and subdivision map in 
response to the appeal. 

PERMIT(S):              Demolition Permit, Development Permit, Subdivision Permit, 
and any other required permits. 

APPLICANT(S):       8500 WH, LLC (Craig Knight) 

APPELLANT(S):      Allan Wilion 
  
TIME/PLACE            Monday, April 3, 2023  
OF HEARING:          at 6:00 p.m.
                                 West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room – Council 

Chambers 
                                 625 N. San Vicente Boulevard 
                                 West Hollywood, CA  90069 

ZONES:                    CC2 (Community, Commercial 2) 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS: Categorically exempt from the provisions of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Sections 
§15332 (In-Fill Development Projects)  

The staff report will be available on Wednesday, March 29, 2023 on-line at 
www.weho.org 

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those 
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, 
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood City Council, 
via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the Public 
Hearing. 

To comply with the American with Disabilities Act of 1990, If you require special 
assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), 
you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the City Clerk at 
(323) 848-6800 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.   

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to 
express their opinion in this matter. 

For further information regarding this item, please contact the following in the 
Planning & Development Services Department: Doug Vu, Senior Planner at (323) 
848-6318; or via email at:  dvu@weho.org . Jennifer Alkire, AICP, Current and 
Historic Preservation Planning Manager at 323-6487; or via email at:  
jalkire@weho.org 

Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на
русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.

Letters to the Editor
Thank you for article on presidential appointment 

Re “Biden names Maddox to trade committee,” March 16 issue

Thank you so much for the wonderful article you wrote about my
recent appointment [to the Advisory Committee for Trade Policy
and Negotiations]. My family, friends, co-workers, former neigh-
bors and church members love it.

I had no idea so many people read the Beverly Press. Keep up the
good work.

Kerman Maddox
Dakota Communications
K&R Hospitality

Metro gives updates on ongoing subway work
Metro is holding a Purple Line

Extension subway project construc-
tion update for the Westwood/VA
Hospital station on Wednesday,
March 29, from noon-1 p.m., via
Zoom. To register, visit
zoom.us/j/96626476708. The next
meeting on the La Cienega and
Rodeo subway stations is planned
on Wednesday, April 12, from
noon-1 p.m. via Zoom. To register,
visit zoom.us/j/96626476708. 

Metro construction on the tunnel
alignment along Wilshire
Boulevard continues in staging
yards and at street level. Section
one of the project between the
Wilshire/Western and Wilshire/La
Cienega stations is scheduled to
open in 2024, followed by section
two between the Wilshire/La
Cienega and Century
City/Constellation station in 2025.
Section three of the subway project
to the Westwood/VA Hospital
Station is scheduled to open in
2027.

Crews are connecting the new
and existing Purple Line subway
train controls near
Wilshire/Western through approxi-
mately mid-April. Service will be
interrupted on the existing Purple
Line, which will only run between
the Wilshire/Western and
Wilshire/Vermont stations, instead
of Wilshire/Western and Union
Station. Riders will be required to
transfer between the Red and
Purple lines at the
Wilshire/Vermont Station.

Trains will operate at 10-minute
intervals during daytime hours for
the Red Line between Union
Station and North Hollywood. A
train shuttle for the Purple Line
between Wilshire/Vermont and
Wilshire/Western will run every 20
minutes.

Near Wilshire/La Brea, crews are
completing street restoration work
and installing new bus pads, which

are thicker sections on curbside
lanes at bus stops. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction through June
between Highland and La Brea
avenue.

Work is ongoing near
Wilshire/Fairfax in a construction
staging yard at Wilshire Boulevard
and Ogden Drive, and at street level
on the north side of Wilshire
Boulevard. Wilshire Boulevard has
been reduced to two lanes in each
direction between Spaulding
Avenue and San Diego Way. The
work zone on the north side of the
street is expected to be in place
through early June. A K-rail enclo-
sure also remains in place at
Wilshire Boulevard and La Jolla
Avenue.

At Wilshire/La Cienega, crews
are building the subway station and
working at street level along the
south side of Wilshire Boulevard.
Two lanes remain open in each
direction between La Cienega and
San Vicente boulevards. South Gale
and Hamilton drives may be closed
intermittently at Wilshire
Boulevard. Turns are restricted on
to Tower, Gale and Hamilton dri-
ves. 

Ground improvement continues
in March at the Wilshire/Rodeo sta-
tion. Fourteen locations along the
tunnel alignment will require lane
and sidewalk closures. Through the
second week of April, crews will be
working along Wilshire Boulevard
between Doheny and Wetherly dri-
ves. Notices will be provided on
future closures for ground improve-
ment work.

Plans call for Wilshire Boulevard
to remain open between El Camino
and Crescent drives in Beverly
Hills with three lanes in each direc-
tion from 7-9 a.m. and 4-8:15 p.m.
Wilshire Boulevard may be reduced
to two lanes in each direction from
9 a.m.-4 p.m., and one lane in each

Crews are building interior walls that will section of the open space at the
Wilshire/La Cienega station.

photo courtesy of Metro

direction from 8:15 p.m.-7 a.m.
In Century City, crews are build-

ing the subway station in a staging
yard near Constellation Boulevard
and Avenue of the Stars. Work on
side structures and passageways
along the subway station will con-
tinue throughout March. Left turns
are restricted from northbound

Avenue of the Starts onto west-
bound Constellation Boulevard.
Avenue of the Stars has been
reduced to one lane north and
southbound at Constellation
Boulevard.

In Westwood, crews are
installing instruments and monitor-
ing equipment through March 31 at
the Westwood/UCLA station. One
eastbound lane on Wilshire
Boulevard will be closed between

Westwood Boulevard and Gayley
Avenue. Storm drain work is also
occurring in the area through April
30 on the southern side of the inter-
section of Wilshire Boulevard and
Gayley/Midvale.

For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.

https://www.weho.org
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Perfect for your  
Sunday Dinner!

6333 W. Third St.  
In The Original 
Farmers Market 
 323.938.5131  
marcondas.com

Beef Chuck Boneless 
Pot Roast 

SHOP LOCAL! 

Ord攀 East攀 Pies!

ORDER NOW! 
Key Lime • Cherry 

Strawberry • Blueberry • Apple  
Raspberry Sky  • Boston Cream 

Many More!

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8447  • frances@dupars-psr.com

Follow Us! Follow Us! 
@duparsfm@duparsfm

RESTAURANT NEWS 
by Jill Weinlein

OTOTO Nama
Matsuri event

On Sunday, March 26, guests
can walk around OTOTO tast-

ing 12 seasonal unpasteurized
sakes from 5 to 8 p.m. Importers
will enlighten ticket holders about
the annual release of shiboritate,
the first sake from the previous
winter’s brewing season.  Light
snacks are included in the $55 per
person ticket. A special guided
tasting experience hosted by co-
owner and sake maven Courtney
Kaplan and two sake specialists is
from 4 to 5 p.m. Sip 8 featured sea-
sonal sakes and learn some of the
brewing stories, as well as sake
pairing tips. Seating is limited to
20 people for this one hour tasting
experience. Tickets for this earlier
seated tasting are $30, and can
only be purchased as an add-on to
the Nama Matsuri on TOCK.
OTOTO offers a monthly sake
club for novice and expert sake

imbibers. 1360 Allison Ave.,
(213)784-7930.

Argentine Beef Week
at SUR Restaurant &
Lounge

Now through March 27, SUR
Restaurant & Lounge is offer-

ing a special four-course meal fea-
turing the flavors of Argentina by
Argentine native Guillermo Zapata.
Zapata opened SUR as an
Argentinian steakhouse, and since
then it has transformed to one of the
most famous restaurants in the
world as the backdrop for the hit
Bravo TV show “Vanderpump
Rules.” Learn about premium
world-renowned Argentine beef
that is known for its great taste, ten-
derness and sustainable cattle-rais-
ing practices. The grass-fed, hor-
mone and antibiotic free beef is
juicy, tender and flavorful.
Reservations are available on

OpenTable. 606 N. Robertson
Blvd., (310)289-2824.

AKASHA offers
tastes of Sardegna
and Sicilia

The cuisine from two Italian
islands will be featured at

AKASHA on Thursday, March 30
from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. Guest chef
Chris Keyser and Marco
Scapagnini of Niche Italy, who
create intimate food and wine
tours in Italy, will prepare a la
carte special small plates, main
entrées and desserts that are priced
at $15 to $45. Wine pairing is
available at every course.
Reservations are available on
Open Table. 9543 Culver Blvd.,
(310)845-1700.

Gracias Madre 
West Hollywood
special dinner
Executive chef Dian Briscoe at

Gracias Madre is collaborating

Prosperity Market and the Los Angeles Food Policy Council are part-
nering for a series of community events.

photo courtesy of Prosperity Market

On Saturday, March 25 from
11a.m. to 3 p.m., the multigen-

erational market in Mid-City will
have its first of a series of communi-
ty events in partnership with
Prosperity Market and the Los
Angeles Food Policy Council. Each
pop-up will be in collaboration with
a neighborhood corner store in
LAFPC’s Healthy Neighborhood
Market network. Black owned busi-
nesses such as The Got Damn
Sauce, Reed Avocados, Ghost Town
Oats, Ciel Eau De Parfum and
Vanity provide produce, products,
plants and prepared foods.
Additional resources available
include CalFresh enrollment assis-

tance from Hunger Action LA.
Banking resources from MoCaFi’s
“n Our Block,” include $100 for
anyone who has or signs up for an
Angeleno Connect Bank Account.
Get Prosperity Bucks free money for
guests to use while shopping with
Prosperity Market vendors.
Prosperity Market’s virtual market is
open now through March 24, allow-
ing people to shop online and have
their order delivered to them or for
pick up on March 25 at one of three
locations. Pick up is at Inglewood at
Social Justice Learning Institute,
North Hollywood at G-Train Fitness
or at Pickford Market. 4566 Pickford
St., (323)933-8797. 

Prosperity Market pop-up at Pickford Market

http://dupars.net/Store/
https://marcondas.com
https://farmersmarketla.com
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6333 W. 3rd St.  at the Farmers Market 
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447  

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

Entrées
Bourbon Glazed Ham 
Or Roasted SalmonOr Roasted Salmon

Starter
Soup du Jour

Side Dishes 
Charred Asapragus 

Creamy Mashed Potatoes 
Dinner Rolls 
Dessert 

Choice of Du-par’s Fruit PieChoice of Du-par’s Fruit Pie

DINE IN OR 
 TAKE-OUT!

Eggciting Easter 
MENU

Thursday, April 6 through Sunday, April 9

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Adults: $30.95 
Children: $17.95 
Children’s order does not include soup or dessert

Du-par's Easter.new.3.23.qxp_Layout 1  3/22/23  11:44 AM  Page 1

with Maciel Bañales Luna of
Maciel’s Plant-based Butcher Shop
for a one-night only pop-up dinner
at Gracias Madre on March 28 at 7
p.m. The plant-based Mexican-
inspired tasting menu features
Maciel’s house-made, plant-based
meats. Tickets are available on
Eventbrite for $125. 8905 Melrose
Ave., (323)978-2170.

Dodgers Kick-off at
Union Station 

In honor of the Dodgers’ season
opener, Los Angeles Union

Station is hosting a free, open-to-
the-public watch party event and
fan fest in the South Patio on
Thursday, March 30 from 6 to 10
p.m. Hop on the Dodger Stadium
Express to see the game live or sit
back and watch on a large LED
screen. Enjoy the family-friendly
activities that include face painting
and a personal baseball card photo
station, music, prizes and baseball
theme snacks and swag. Burgers,
brats and beer are available at
Union Station’s Homebound Brew
Haus 800 N. Alameda St.,
(213)265-7427. 

Jokes for Jobs at
the Comedy Store

On Friday, March 31 from 7 to 9
p.m., Jokes for Jobs will feature

an array of talented comedians sup-
porting Chrysalis, a Southern
California nonprofit changing lives
through job-readiness programs and
paid transitional employment. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m., to see a group of
talented comedians including Neal
Brennan (Netflix, “Chappelle
Show”); Monique Marvez (HBO
Max); Darren Carter (“The Tonight
Show”); Chris Spencer (“Real
Husbands of Hollywood”); Felicia
Michaels (Showtime, “Full House”);
and Vargus Mason (Comedy
Central, HBO). Tickets start at $25.
8433 Sunset Blvd., (323)656-6225.
Tickets available at showclix.com/
event/jokes-for-jobs-march31st.

KUSAKI plant-based
omakase opens

An innovative plant-based
omakase bar and sushi restau-

rant opened offering artistically and
inventive small plate Japanese food.

The vegan sushi restaurant features
a number of chefs who have experi-
ence working at Michelin star
restaurants. Highlights include
seared tuna nigiri, sailfish sashimi
crudo and chilled edamame soup.
Creative fare also includes butternut
squash, eggless tamago sushi, a
shishito burger and citrus avocado
salad. The eight-seat omakase bar
features ever-changing five courses
for $75 or seven-courses for $105.
2535 South Barrington Ave.
(424)213-6844.

Cambria Wine Brunch
at West & Co.

On Sunday, March 26 at Hilton
Culver City, the weekend

brunch menu will be paired with a
selection of Cambria Wines from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. The team from this
female owned and managed winery
will enlighten guests about their
sustainability, wine tasting notes
and winemaking techniques.
Include wine pairing to any brunch
entrée for an additional $25.
Reservations can be made on
Eventbrite. 6161 W. Centinela Ave.,
(310)649-1776.

Spring kicks off with a festive English Garden Tea at The Maybourne
Beverly Hills.

photo courtesy of The Maybourne

Kick-off Spring with a festive
English Garden Tea in the

heart of Beverly Hills at The
Maybourne Beverly Hills. This nod
to Maybourne’s London Claridge’s
Afternoon Tea is a playful fusion of
traditional English culture with the
vibrancy of California. Open to the
public on April 1 and 2 with seat-
ings at 2 p.m., the event is located

at The Terrace and includes Goop’s
upcoming clothing collection by
British designer Emilia Wickstead.
Afternoon tea reservations are
$150 per person and available now
via Open Table at
opentable.com/r/the-terrace-at-the-
maybourne-beverly-hills-beverly-
hills. 225 N. Canon Drive,
(310)860-7800. 

Claridge tea and Goop at 
The Maybourne Beverly Hills 

http://dupars.net/Store/
https://farmersmarketla.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
March 12 
 
At 12:25 a.m., a vandalism inci-
dent was reported in the 200 block 
of N. Maple. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 400 block of Palm 
at 1:30 a.m. 
 
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 300 
bock of N. Palm. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 200 block of 
Rodeo at 2 a.m. 
 
March 13 
 
At 2:12 a.m., a vandalism incident 
was reported in the 8400 block of 
Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 8900 block of N. 
Clifton at 5 p.m. 
 
At 7:09 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 9400 
block of Dayton. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Olympic 
and Elm at 7:30 p.m. 
 
At 7:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 300 block 
of S. Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 300 block of 
S. Linden at 9:30 p.m. 
 
March 14 
 
A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs in the 100 block 
of N. Camden at 1:47 a.m. 
 
At 2:34 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 500 
block of Maple. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
construction site in the 500 block 
of N. Elm at 3 a.m. 
 
At 2:18 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
100 block of N. Canon. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 200 block of S. Spalding at 
2:30 p.m. 
 
March 15 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 100 block of S. 
Doheny at 6:30 a.m. 
 
At 3:32 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 300 
block of Wetherly. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 400 block of Doheny at 
11:30 p.m. 
 
March 16 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 300 block of N. 
Ample at 11:15 a.m. 
 
At 2:57 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 400 
block of N. Palm. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 200 block of 
Reeves at 7:30 p.m. 
 
March 17 
 
At 5:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
9700 block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 400 block of S. 
Shirley at 6 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 100 
block of N. Stanley. 
 
March 18 
 
At 3:38 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 400 
block of N. Rodeo. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 9300 block of 
Gregory at 6:30 p.m. 
 
At 7:37 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
200 block of Carson. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 400 block of N. Canon 
at 11 p.m. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
March 12 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8800 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 9000 block of Santa 
Monica at 1 a.m. 
 
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 8500 
block of Sunset. 
 
March 13 
 
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8900 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1200 block of N. 
Crescent Heights at 7 a.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8900 block of Melrose. 
 
March 14 
 
At 12:23 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
7300 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7500 block of 
Santa Monica at 2 a.m. 
 
At 3:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 7100 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 7500 block of 
Norton at 4:15 p.m. 
 
At 6:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 7700 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
March 15 
 
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 7100 block 
of Santa Monica. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7100 block of 
Santa Monica at 5:35 p.m. 
 
At 7:01 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 7100 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8900 block of Santa 
Monica at 11:16 p.m. 
 
March 16 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 800 block of N. 
Kings at 3 p.m. 
 
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
9000 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8900 block of Santa 
Monica at 11:34 p.m. 
 
March 17 
 
At 1:20 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 8400 block of 
Fountain. 
 
March 18 
 
At 12:17 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 600 
block of N. Robertson. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 9200 block of Sunset 
at 1:30 a.m. 
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
March 12 
 
At 3:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 1700 block 
of N. Las Palmas. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
De Longpre and La Brea at 3:55 
a.m. 
 
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 600 block of 
N. Fairfax. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of 
Wilshire and Orange at 2 p.m. 
 
At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Leland and 
Mansfield. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 500 block of N. 
Clinton at 5:50 p.m. 
 
At 6:14 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 400 
block of S. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 400 block of S. La 
Brea at 6:43 p.m. 
 
At 6:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6000 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 5600 block of 
Melrose at 7 p.m. 
 
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6200 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 8400 block of 
Blackburn at 7:15 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 1600 block 
of N. Highland. 
 
An attempted robbery was report-
ed in the 6600 block of Wilshire at 
9:30 p.m. 
 
At 10:25 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim near the 
corner of Sunset and Las Palmas. 

March 13 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Santa 
Monica and Tamarind at 1:30 a.m. 
 
At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 400 
block of S. Las Palmas. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 300 block of 
Hauser at 6:36 a.m. 
 
At 9:20 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 400 
block of S. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 500 block of S. 
Fairfax at 10 a.m. 
 
At 10:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
5100 block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7100 block of 
Hillside at 2 p.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Selma and Gower. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6200 block of 
Sunset at 4 p.m. 
 
At 5:05 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a theft in the 5700 block 
of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 6100 block of 
Hollywood at 6 p.m. 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 7100 
block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 300 block of N. 
Arden at 7 p.m. 
 
At 7:10 p.m., an suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident near the corner of 
Selma and Wilcox. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Fountain 
and Las Palmas at 9 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6800 
block of Hollywood. 
 
March 14 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 700 block of N. 
McCadden at 8:30 a.m. 
 
At 10:40 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
6300 block of Drexel. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 200 block of N. 
Larchmont at 11:20 a.m. 
 
At 11:50 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
7300 block of Clinton. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of 
Fourth and Western at 5:45 p.m. 
 
At 8:05 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
400 block of S. Alfred. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 600 block of N. 
Manhattan at 10 p.m. 
 
March 15 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 5900 block of 
Carlton at 4:10 a.m. 
 
At 4:55 a.m., an attempted bur-
glary was reported in the 1500 
block of N. Cahuenga. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 400 block of S. La 
Brea at 12:10 p.m. 

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6200 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 700 block of 
Ridgewood at 2:30 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5900 
block of Hollywood. 
 
March 16 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 6200 block of Hollywood at 
12:30 a.m. 
 
At 7:12 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 5500 
block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 700 block of 
N. Gardner at 6:05 p.m. 
 
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Hollywood and Orange. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 300 block of S. 
La Brea at 8 p.m. 
 
At 11:15 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
800 block of N. Alfred. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 6600 block of 
Sixth at 11:30 p.m. 
 
March 17 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 7000 block of Sunset 
at 5:50 a.m. 
 
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1900 
block of Highland. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7100 block of 
Santa Monica at 7 p.m. 
 
At 7:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
6000 block of Third. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1100 block of N. 
La Brea at 7:30 p.m. 
 
At 8:10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 1700 block 
of N. Cahuenga. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 1600 block of Vine at 
9:20 p.m. 
 
March 18 
 
At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 400 
block of N. Alfred. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 100 block of N. 
Highland at 10:15 a.m. 
 
At 10:45 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
5600 block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 400 block of N. 
Alfred at 12:30 p.m. 
 
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 7500 
block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7800 block of 
Melrose at 1:30 p.m. 
 
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
6300 block of Third. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 6300 block of 
Third at 8 p.m. 
 
At 9:05 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
5400 block of Rosewood.

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
March 12 and March 18. The information was compiled from crimemap-
ping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los 
Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and 
the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.
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6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market 
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 Follow Us! 

@duparsfm

OPEN DAILY 6 AM - 8:30 PM

Du-par’s  
Famous  
Original 

ALL THE LITTLE BIRDIES

GO PEEP

PEEP

PEEP!
TRY OUR

PEEP HOTCAKES!
NOW THROUGH EASTER!

Plus all your favorite flavors!
Banana 
Pumpkin 
Blackberry 
Blueberry 
Strawberry  
Nutella 
Cinnamon Apple 
Reese’s 
Chocolate ChipChocolate Chip

Du-par's.Peep Hotcakes.3.23.qxp_Layout 1  3/22/23  2:51 PM  Page 1

Lines form at Pizzeria Bianco at ROW DTLA
Chris Bianco was one of the fea-

tured chefs on the Netflix series
“Chef’s Table: Pizza.” Winner of
the James Beard Foundation Award
for Outstanding Restauranteur in
2022 for this Pizzeria Bianco in
Phoenix, Bianco opened a location
in Los Angeles at ROW DTLA last
June in the former Paramount
Coffee Project space. 

Once the former Southern Pacific
Railroad terminal, and later part of
the 1914 bustling produce market,
Pizzeria Bianco offers an inviting
outdoor dining patio and industrial
modern design interior featuring a
large wood fire pizza oven, counter
dining, banquettes and tables with
chairs. Large glass garage doors
open on warm days encouraging a
breezy flow from the outside.

For those who may not be famil-
iar with Bianco, he grew up in the
Bronx and later moved with his par-
ents to upstate New York. As a teen
he started working at a pizzeria
after school assembling pizza
boxes. He followed his pizza-mak-
ing dream to Phoenix and settled in,
first selling his beautiful hand
pulled cheeses door to door, and
later making New York City-style
pizza slices and whole pies for the
desert community. It was such a hit
that he opened Pizzeria Bianco in
1987. 

Last Friday, I attended a
Coreology Pilates class at ROW
DTLA. I walked by Pizzeria Bianco
on my way to the class and thought
about how I was going to treat

myself afterwards with a group of
friends.

The lunch menu features pizza by
the slice including one with house
made red tomato sauce and a blend
of cheese. The Calabrese salami
with a red sauce base and fresh
oregano was savory and equally
delicious. 

Since it was St. Patrick’s Day,
PIzzeria Bianco offered two green
pizza slices. One was made with
wood fired Romanesco and sage
with garlic, mozzarella and a
Veracruz-influenced salsa macha
chile oil. The flavorful oil is made
with a variation of dried chiles, gar-
lic and finely chopped nuts. The
other vibrant green pizza was made
with stretched curd Caciocavello
cheesea and wood fired spinach
leaves on a base of luscious cream
sauce and parmigiano reggiano
cheese. The edges of the thick rim
crust were tanned and slightly
scorched, while the base of the pie
was thinner and easy to fold to take
a large bite. I had one of those, “Aha,
I get it,” moments, while tasting all
of the fresh and appealing flavors.

Bianco’s Roman-style Alla Palla
pizza slices are prepared with long-
rising dough and high-quality
ingredients that include fontina
cheese, Meyer lemon, red onion
and rosemary. That one sold out
quickly. The other was a cheesy
market pizza topped with soppres-
sata, provolone, mozzarella, parmi-
giano, sliced fresh garlic and pick-
led Fresno chilies.

Pizzeria Bianco offers a variety of
salads, which can vary. The day I
dined there were three types of sal-
ads to try, and my favorite was the
frisée market salad with thick slices
of Satsuma Mandarin and sweet
Cara Cara oranges. The shaved fen-
nel was a nice touch, as was the
lemony vinaigrette. 

The chopped little gem salad had
diced fontina, soppressata, olives,
mortadella and red onions topped
with a pleasing vinaigrette. A beet
salad on kale with ancho chiles, wal-
nuts, pecorino and black radish was
another option.

In addition to salads and pizzas,
Pizzeria Bianco prepares sandwich-
es like goat cheese and mortadella
with arugula on house-baked focac-
cia, and a burrata with wood-roasted
snap-peas dazzling with a touch of
sherry vinaigrette. A thick ciabatta
bread with thin slices of prosciutto,
provolone and arugula nestled
inside was a thrid choice. 

In the “Chef’s Table: Pizza”
episode there is a dramatic scene
where Bianco states that there was a
time in his life where he felt he
didn’t belong in school, and later
due to his health problems, he again

By Jill Weinlein

Pizzeria Bianco offers a New York City-style pizza in downtown Los
Angeles.

photo by Jill Weinlein

felt displaced. Fortunately, he
learned to let people help him and to
trust people and now he enjoys
being a mentor to talented chefs.
One of these chefs is the head chef
at Pizzeria Bianco, Marco Angeles. 

 I saw the duo standing outside
the restaurant taking in the view of a
full dining terrace. I approached
Angeles and asked what it’s like to
work with Bianco.

“Chris elevates all of us. He is
appreciative and honors us. It’s
great working with this amazing
rock star,” Angeles said.

Bianco said developing meaning-
ful relationships with farmers, local
producers, family, customers and
staff is the key to this humble chef’s
success. 

“Put good things in the oven and
good things will come out,” Bianco

said. 
Pizzeria Bianco at the ROW

DTLA is open for lunch Tuesday
through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. No reservations are accepted,
Everything is ordered at the window
and food is delivered to your table. 

The restaurant is open for dinner
service from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., offer-
ing an array of small plates, salads
and six types of pizzas, including
his winning Rosa pie made with red
onions, rosemary, parmigiano reg-
giano and fabulous Santa Barbara
pistachios.

Reservations are strongly sug-
gested for dinner and can be made at
OpenTable. There is plenty of park-
ing in the secured garage structure at
ROW DTLA. Two hours are com-
plimentary. $-$$. 1320 E. 7th St.,
(213) 372-5155

Hop over to the Bunny Bungalows
at The Grove and Americana

Get “egg-cited” for spring with
the beloved Bunny Bungalows
open from Thursday, March 23,
through Sunday, April 9, at The
Grove, 189 Grove Drive, and the
Americana at Brand, 889
Americana Way, Glendale.

Bunny Bungalows will be open
daily from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. in the
park at The Grove, and on the green
at the Americana at Brand, serving
as a delightful spring backdrop to
meet the Easter Bunny and take
professional photographs. Adorned
with bright florals, painted easter
eggs and pastel ornamentation,
families and friends can capture
memories with three festive photo

packages: VIB: Very Important
Bunny ($75), the Happy Hopper
($60) and the Bunny Bundle ($45).
Walk-ins are welcome, and
advanced reservations are encour-
aged.

The Americana at Brand is also
hosting a Bunny Brunch at Trattoria
Amici on Saturday, April 1, with
seatings at 9:30 and 11 a.m. Brunch
tickets are $58 per adult, $27 per
child. To RSVP, visit americanaat-
brand.com/events/bunny-brunch-
at-trattoria-amici-2023.

The Bunny Bungalows are open
to the public. For information and to
RSVP, visit thegrovela.com/reser-
vation.

Meet the Easter Bunny in the Bunny Bungalows at The Grove and the
Americana.

photo courtesy of Caruso

Guild calls for new plays
The Beverly Hills Theatre Guild

is seeking new, unproduced plays
for its annual Julie Harris
Playwright Award Competition. The
international event offers 3 cash
prizes of $3,500, $2,500 and $1,500

for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.
Entries will be accepted through

March 31. For information visit bev-
erlyhillstheatreguild.com or contact
competition manager Donna King at
donnaking2015@gmail.com.

http://dupars.net/Store/
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1. I want large sums of my hard-earned money to go to 
a law firm. 
2. I want the government to decide who gets my life 
savings. 
3. What for? My house is only worth a half-million 
dollars. 
4. I really don’t care who raises our children. 
5. I want a total stranger to go through all of my per-
sonal papers and financial affairs. 
6. I like family fights – especially unnecessary ones. 
7. I don’t care who inherits my hard earned money. 

8. I’ve been messy in life; I’ll be messy in death. 
9. They say you can’t take it with you, but what if you can? 
10. Probate. Must be fun.  

If you don’t do it for yourself, please do it for those you care about.

Kramer Law Group
Stephen W. Kramer

5858 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205 • Los Angeles, CA  90036 • (323)964-7100  
www.kramerlaw.biz 

10 Reasons Why I Don’t 
Want An Estate Plan

Stonewall honored by L.A. Master Chorale
Los Angeles Master Chorale’s

Oratorio Project, now in its 12th
year, celebrates the civil rights
uprising that took place on June 28,
1969, and ignited the gay rights
movement with the premiere of
“Stonewall: The Oratorio” on
March 29. Sixty students from
choir classes in the Academy of
Music and Performing Arts at
Hamilton High School wrote the
melodies and lyrics with teaching
artists from the Master Chorale to
tell the pressing story of The
Stonewall Inn through this eight-
movement oratorio.

Starting in the fall of 2022, the
Los Angeles Master Chorale began
working in person with students at
Hamilton High School to create this
original musical work. Each year,
the project challenges and supports
students to write an original orato-
rio, a large, complex choral work,
exploring an encompassing theme.
“Stonewall: The Oratorio” honors

the LGBTQ community’s embat-
tled progress and extraordinary his-
tory.

In the first half of the 20th centu-
ry, homosexuality was outlawed
and categorized as a mental disease.
At that time, members of the
LGBTQ community, fearing expo-
sure that could cost them their jobs,
families, and even their lives,
stayed largely in the closet. One
place that offered community and
anonymity was New York City.  

In the late 60’s, The Stonewall
Inn in lower Manhattan was a safe
haven for those in the LGBTQ
community despite constant police
raids of gay bars during this time.
Repressed for far too long, in 1969,
for the first time, the gay and trans
community fought back against the
police. These riots led to a move-
ment of community members orga-
nizing around and fighting for
issues such as visibility and legal
and social equality.

In the days that followed, com-
munity members (notably two
transwomen: Marsha P. Johnson
and Sylvia Rivera) started to orga-
nize around issues that directly
affected them – the most important
issue being visibility. By taking to
the streets and refusing to hide any-
more, gay rights activists made
enormous strides in legal and social
equity (as well as forcing attention
to the worldwide AIDS crisis).

This is the first time the Oratorio
Project has been in residency at
Hamilton High School, which is
known for having a strong music
program through the Academy of
Music and Performing Arts. This
LAUSD Magnet program has com-
bined rigorous academic study with
performing arts in a way that pre-
pares students for advanced higher
education. The Hamilton High stu-
dents were joined in this collabora-
tion by Master Chorale professional
teaching artists Alice Kirwan

Murray, singer; Brett Paesel, lyri-
cist; and Saunder Choi, composer.
Under these mentors, the students
were able to foster their creativity
and hone their skills in a safe artis-
tic environment while creating a
moving and impressive work of art.

The fully orchestrated 40-minute
work will be performed by

Hamilton High School students
joined by singers from the Master
Chorale.

The event will be held at
Hamilton High School Auditorium
with a free performance open to the
public at 7 p.m. on March 29. The
auditorium is located at 2955 S.
Robertson Blvd.

 “Stonewall: The Oratorio” will celebrate the gay rights movement, per-
forming on March 29 at 7 p.m.

photo courtesy of L.A. Master Chorale

‘Music in the Mansion’ returns to
Beverly Hills from April 20-23

The city of Beverly Hills
Community Services Department
presents the return of “Music in the
Mansion,” a four-day classical
music festival running from April
20-23 at the historic Greystone
Mansion and Gardens.

Tickets are currently on sale for
Beverly Hills residents, and go on
sale on Monday, March 27, for the
public.

For 29 years, “Music in the
Mansion” has showcased winners
of the annual Beverly Hills
National Auditions. The series sup-
ports emerging talent from around
the world. The festival is curated
and produced in partnership with
Laura Schmieder, director of
iPalpiti Artists International, Inc.

The festival’s opening night on
April 20 will feature the Shining

Sound Ensemble, performing
Armenian sacred folk music and
European repertoire. The group
includes soprano Marina
Hovhannisyan, as well as guitarist
Grygori Koval, baroque violinist
Braley Bascon and Eric Tinkerhess
performing on viola da gamba.
Pianists Giorgi Latso and Anna
Federova-Lats will also perform
Mozart and other classical works.

On Friday, April 21, The O.C.
Classical Trio will make its debut at
“Music in the Mansion.” The trio
features flutist Antonina Styczen,
cellist Pola Benke and pianist
Philip Matsuura. The evening will
also include Duo Violino, with vio-
linists Yuan Tian and Zi Zygmund
Wang.

Three performances will be held
on Saturday, April 22, when “Music
in the Mansion” welcomes the
Seraphour Voice Ensemble, harpist
Alexander Boldachev and the
Tandru Trio.

On Sunday, April 23, the Fiato
String Quartet will perform, fol-
lowed by baritone Sejin Park,
accompanied by pianist Hyemin
Jeong, performing works by
Rachmaninov, Ravel and Korngold.

Tickets are $22 per day for resi-
dents, and $30 per day for non-resi-
dents. For information and tickets,
visit beverlyhills.org/musicinthe-
mansion.

Greystone Mansion will be filled with classical music during the upcom-
ing “Music in the Mansion” series.

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

Groundlings gets cookin’
The Groundlings Theatre &

School held a special edition of its
“Cookin’ with GAS” improv
show on March 16 as part of a
month-long celebration for its
30th anniversary.

The show was performed by
current Groundlings, alumni &
Sunday Company members
including Matt Cook (“The
Greatest Beer Run Ever”), David
Crabb (“Bad Kid”), Michael

McDonald (“MAD TV”), Nicole
Parker (“Disaster Movie”), Jim
Rash (“Community”), Leonard
Robinson (“Insecure”), Jeremy
Rowley (“iCarly”), Greg
Worswick (“Bridesmaids”), and
Cedric Yarbrough (“Lucky
Hank”).

For information about the
Groundlings, visit groundlings
.com. The Groundlings is located
at 7307 Melrose Ave. 

Groundlings members and alumni performed “Cookin’ with GAS’ on
March 16.

photo courtesy of Todd Williamson/Shutterstock

http://www.anthonyrosaspaintingcontractor.com
http://thekramerlawgroup.com
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For Lease 
6125 Orange St. 1 Bdrm. $2,595

(310) 261-8878
LIC # 01115025

rosalie@rosalietherealtor.com

Conveniently located by hip restaurants and shopping at The 
Grove and 3rd Street. Light and bright 1Bd/1Ba updated yet 
maintains the old world character: high beamed ceilings, 
gleaming wood floors and ample closet spaces. Newer 
kitchen with lots of counter space and stainless steel 
appliances. Spacious Formal dining room. In unit 
washer/dryer and AC. Quiet boutique building near LACMA, 
Peterson Car Museum and the new Museum of 
Entertainment, Whole Foods Market, Beverly Hills, West 
Hollywood, Cedars Sinai Medical Centers and more. Hard to 
beat location.

On Screen
WITH

TIM POSADA

‘Shazam! Fury of the Gods’ spoils 
the momentum

The Shazamily sticks together in “Shazam! Fury of the Gods.”
photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures

Call it a hot take if you must, but
2019’s “Shazam” is a top-two DC
universe film, better than “Man of
Steel,” better than “Zack Snyder’s
Justice League,” better than “The
Suicide Squad.” It brims with
charm, touching thematic moments
and splendid fight sequences. 

“Shazam! Fury of the Gods,”
however, is an epic fall from grace,
a Greek tragedy compared to what
it should be. And it serves as yet
another reminder that recent DC
movie history continues to do these
beloved characters dirty. Perhaps
recent announcements will bode
better for future caped crusades.

For the uninitiated, DC film and
TV development finally has new
management under producer Peter
Safran and filmmaker James Gunn,

who created the “Peacemaker”
streaming series and directed four
“Guardians of the Galaxy” projects
for Marvel Studios. Gunn controls
the creative side, while Safran runs
the numbers.

“Shazam 2” is one of the remain-
ing holdovers until Gunn’s plan
goes into full effect. How this one
could go so wrong is a mystery.
Mind you, it’s nowhere near as bad
as 2022’s “Black Adam,” the
Dwayne Johnson project about,
oddly enough, Shazam’s primary
foe. This one isn’t pure trash. It’s
just mediocre, stuffed with mind-
numbing visuals and disappointing
character choices. 

The first film set up something
fun, something pure, that the sequel
undermines. Last we saw the

magic-powered Shazam (Zachary
Levi) and his regular human form,
Billy Batson (Asher Angel), he
defeated a supernatural baddie with
help from his five foster siblings,
also given powers. Now, the family
moonlight as superheroes, saving
plenty of lives with much stumbling
in the process.

This should be a continuation of
that story, highlighting this youthful
dynamic. Nope, they’re all quite
annoying. Sure, high schoolers and
tweens can be obnoxious, but do we
really have to sit through Billy’s
BFF Freddy (Jack Dylan Grazer)
graduating from charming nerd to
irritating whiner in service of new
crush Anne (“West Side Story’s”
Rachel Zegler)?

Some ideas work in theory. As
Billy prepares to age out of the fos-
ter program, he focuses more on his
Shazamily’s role as a superhero
team – namely, they must do every-
thing together, perhaps too much
together. How does this translate?
Some equally annoying acting by
Levi.

Last time around, “Shazam” suc-
cessfully played out like “Big” with

superpowers. Characters with good
intentions – sans a fully developed
frontal lobe – juxtapose pure evil.
This time around, the stakes height-
en with a full embrace of Greek
mythology. Meet the Daughters of
Atlas, both Hespera (Helen Mirren)
and Kalypso (Lucy Liu), out for
blood against the Shazam champi-
on for stealing the god’s magic long
ago.

Even more fantastical beasts
arrive: dragons, minotaurs,
cyclopes, griffins and unicorns.
Alas, like many a supervillain
before, they all lack personalities,
interesting backstories, emotional
resonance. Come the third act,
everything’s on the board in a CGI
cesspool void of human hands. Oh
how far this franchise has fallen in
such a short time.

But this is hardly new territory
for supes stories that took down
some of the greats in the second
round: Iron Man, Wonder Woman,
Doctor Strange, Kick-Ass, the
Guardians, the Crow, the Avengers
and one “Amazing” Spider-Man

outing. And those are all just the
first sequels. “Shazam 2” is better
than most of those, but that’s hardly
anything to brag about.

They all seem to fall prey to the
same temptation: going too big
while discarding what made the
maiden voyage so delightful. Can
films like these try new things?
Sure. Expanding Mary’s (Grace
Caroline Currey, who plays regular
and super Mary) role would’ve
been a good place to start. And how
about exploring more of Shazam’s
background? There’s a whole mys-
tery behind the Shazamily’s lair.
Rather than dive in, it’s played for
cheap, unfunny jokes.

Frankly, DC needs a much bet-
ter, clearer vision. Is Gunn the
answer? Not sure. The first
“Guardians” is great, while its
sequel and his “Suicide Squad”
flick are underwhelming. But
“Peacemaker” is strong. As for
“Shazam! Fury of the Gods,” it’s
another reminder that something
you once enjoyed can be undone
by bland continuation.

Hespera (Helen Mirren) and Kalypso (Lucy Liu) are formidable foes of
“Shazam” in the new DC release.

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures

Disney brings back fan favorites to El Capitan
Tickets are on sale now for

Disney’s “The Princess Diaries,”
“The Parent Trap” (1998) and
“Freaky Friday” as part of the El
Capitan Theatre’s Throwback Film
Festival presented by Disney+ this
March and April.

Guests can attend the Royal
Double Feature and see both “The
Princess Diaries” and “The Princess
Diaries 2: Royal Engagement” on
Saturday, March 25 at 4 p.m.
Tickets are $30 and include admis-
sion to both movies, a souvenir cre-
dential, a small popcorn and a
drink.

Moviegoers can see both “The
Parent Trap” (1961) and “The
Parent Trap” (1998) at the Double
Trouble Double Feature on
Saturday, April 1 at 4:30 p.m.
Tickets are $30 and include admis-
sion to both movies, a souvenir
credential a small popcorn and a
drink.

A Mega Pack is available for $60
includes tickets to “The Princess
Diaries,” “The Parent Trap” (1998)
and “Freaky Friday,” as well as one
small popcorn and one drink for

each movie. Call 1-(800)DISNEY-
6 to purchase.

Daily showtimes for “The
Princess Diaries” March 24 through
30 are 1 p.m., 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.
with additional 10 a.m. showtimes
Friday through Sunday.

Showtimes for “The Parent Trap”
(1998) March 31 through April 5
are 1:15 p.m., 4:30 p.m. and 7:45
p.m. with additional 10 a.m. show-
times Friday through Sunday.

Showtimes for “Freaky Friday”
April 6 through 9 are 1 p.m., 4 p.m.
and 7 p.m. with additional 10 a.m.
showtimes Friday through Sunday.

Tickets are $16 for adults and
$13 for children and seniors.
Tickets are on sale now at elcapi-
tantickets.com and fandango.com
/el-capitan-theatre-aacon/theater-
page. All seats are reserved. Dates
and showtimes are subject to
change.

Lindsey Lohan stars as Annie and Hallie in “The Parent Trap” (1998),
playing at the El Capitan March 31 through April 5.

photo courtesy of Disney

Exhibit addresses environmental impact at Music Center
The Music Center will host “Our

Common Home,” a large-scale
interactive exhibition addressing
people’s impact on the environ-
ment, as the second public art
exhibit to be presented by TMC
Arts’ Digital Innovation Initiative.
Created by Montreal-based digital
art studio Iregular, “Our Common
Home” will make its Los Angeles
premiere on Jerry Moss Plaza at
The Music Center and be presented
on select evenings from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. in March and April.

Visible on the plaza’s two 12’ x 20’
LED screens and supported by cam-
eras, “Our Common Home” will
track participants’ facial expressions

and abstract movements to generate
digital artworks in real time. For
example, participants can engage in
movements and gestures to create
differently sized and shaped icebergs
that float away and disappear in the
distance, or use their facial expres-
sions to depict fountains of trash
pouring out of giant reflections of
their own faces, conveying the waste
generated by overconsumption.

“The Music Center is thrilled to
introduce Angelenos to a revolu-
tionary example of interactive art
that will get them moving and,
simultaneously, encourage them to
think critically about their intimate
connections with our planet,” said

Rachel S. Moore, CEO and presi-
dent of The Music Center.
“Because there are so many views
on climate change, it is a topic that
deserves more attention, and The
Music Center is proud to provide an
artistic experience to inspire dia-
logue about this vital issue.”

Display dates include March 17,
18, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31 and April 1, 6,
7, 8 and 22.

The four interactive experiences
are extended online by a fifth col-
laborative artwork titled THE SUN.
Full details about the project may
be found at ourcommonhome.art.

Although this installation uses
proprietary facial and gesture track-

ing technology, it does not collect
data in the form of individuals’
faces or other identifying informa-
tion. The Music Center is commit-
ted to ensuring the privacy of our
visitors. Visit musiccenter.org/pri-
vacy for information.

For information about The Music

Center’s presentation of “Our
Common Home,” visit musiccen-
ter.org/ourcommonhome. For
information about The Music
Center’s Digital Innovation
Initiative, visit musiccenter.org/DII.
The Music Center is located at 135
N. Grand Ave. 
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Beverly Hills students advance in arts contest 

Two Beverly Hills High School students have advanced to the semifinals
in an arts contest with more than 1,300 teens across 245 schools.

photo courtesy of Beverly Hills Unified School District 

Beverly Hills High School stu-
dents Bradyn Prisand and Emily
Gorin were among the 112 high
school students across Southern
California who advanced to become
semifinalists in The Music Center’s
35th Annual Spotlight program, a
free, nationally acclaimed perform-
ing arts competition and develop-
ment program for teens. This year,
more than 1,300 teens, representing
more than 245 schools, 170 cities
and eight counties, auditioned for
the prestigious program.  

A program of The Music
Center’s programming arm TMC
Arts, Spotlight offers Southern
California teens expert advice,
coaching, auditions and mastery
classes taught by professional
artists and arts administrators in
seven categories: acting, ballet,
dance, classical voice, non-classical
voice, classical instrumental and
jazz instrumental. Prisand is com-
peting in non-classical voice and

Gorin is competing in acting.
The program recognizes and

rewards participants throughout the
competition with more than
$100,000 in cash awards following
three rounds of auditions. The
Music Center has given over $2.7
million in scholarships.

All Spotlight applicants receive
written feedback from distin-
guished panels of judges following
each audition round to help them
improve and gain insight in their
performing arts discipline.
Spotlight provides students with the
opportunity to develop and hone
their performance abilities, receive
crucial college preparedness skills
and gain the confidence to pursue
their dreams in the performing arts.
Through a supportive environment,
students also develop vital life
skills, including self-esteem, prepa-
ration and perseverance, that bene-
fit them beyond the stage.

“For many participants, Spotlight

is their first step in the journey
toward a successful future in the
arts,” Music Center president and
CEO Rachel S. Moore. “We are
proud to have provided thousands
of aspiring young people with the
opportunity to hone their skills and
explore their potential.
Congratulations to this year’s
Spotlight semifinalists for advanc-
ing this far in the competition. Your
passion for the arts is making Los
Angeles – and the world – a better
and more joyful place.”

Spotlight semifinalists have the
rare opportunity to attend a special
mastery class within their discipline
with highly regarded artists who
share their expertise on performance
technique, training and professional
life. Experts provide students with
invaluable feedback about their per-
formances, offering the students a
rich learning experience. Each
semifinalist will audition again
before a new panel of judges, who

will then select the top two finalist
performers in each category for a
total of 14 Grand Prize Finalists.
Judges will also name an Honorable
Mention in each category.

The Grand Prize Finalists will
perform in The Music Center’s

Spotlight Grand Finale on
Thursday, June 8, at 7 p.m. at The
Music Center’s Dorothy Chandler
Pavilion.

For information, visit musiccen-
ter.org/spotlight or follow @music-
centerspotlight on social media.

Library celebrates 150 years with special exhibit
Los Angeles Public Library is

celebrating its 150th anniversary
with the new exhibit, “LAPL150 –
Our Story is Yours: A Los Angeles
Public Library Sesquicentennial
Celebration,” which opened on
March 16. A collection of photos
and artifacts from the library’s
century and a half serving the peo-
ple of Los Angeles is now on view
in Central Library’s Getty Gallery,
located 630 West Fifth Street.

The exhibit is part of the
library’s system-wide 150th
Anniversary Celebration, which
kicked off in Dec. 2022 with 150
days of special activities and pro-
grams at Central Library and the
72 branch libraries to mark the
library’s history.

The exhibit includes a fascinat-
ing array of images and objects that
tell the history of Los Angeles
Public Library from its founding in
a small pueblo of 6,000 people until
now, when it serves the largest and
most diverse urban population of
any library in the United States. It is

a story that examines the growth of
Los Angeles through the lens of its
expanding library.

“Not many institutions in Los
Angeles can claim a 150-year his-
tory, and we are enormously proud
that the Los Angeles Public
Library is one of them,” said John
F. Szabo, city librarian. “And per-
haps the most important constant
through our century and a half of
service has been our unwavering
commitment to serve the commu-
nity and provide the resources they

need to learn and grow in a rapidly
changing world. We continue to
break new ground as a dynamic
leader in equity, access, opportuni-
ty and empowerment.”

The exhibit and other 150th
anniversary activities are made
possible through generous funding
from the Library Foundation of
Los Angeles. It is free and open to
the public during Central Library’s
normal hours of operation. For
information, visit lapl.org/events/
exhibits/150.

The library sponsored bookmobiles, like this one pictured around 1950.
photo courtesy Institutional Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.

Beverly Hills student wins art contest  
Mia Fienberg, a junior at Beverly

Hills High School, won first place
at the ninth annual Congressional
Art Competition at the Otis College
of Art and Design, hosted by U.S.
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-Los Angeles).
Students from 16 high schools sub-
mitted 206 pieces of art for this
year’s competition. The submis-
sions included 70 photographs, 50
paintings, 41 drawings, 31 mixed-
media pieces and 13 other pieces
that included computer-generated
art. Fienberg submitted a piece
called “Contaminated.”  

The Congressional Art
Competition is open to all high
school students who either reside in
or attend school in California’s 36th
District. The first-place winner’s art
will be displayed for one year in the
U.S. Capitol along with winners
from congressional districts across
the country. The winner will
receive a trip to Washington D.C. in

June to be recognized at an awards
ceremony if safety permits. The
second and third place winners will
have their art displayed for one year
in Lieu’s D.C. and district offices.
First, second, and third place win-
ners, as well as honorable men-
tions, received scholarships. All
student participants received cer-
tificates and a swag bag.

“Los Angeles County is home to
some of the most talented and cre-
ative students, and I was delighted
to see so many unique and skillful
entries in this year’s competition.
Each year I am always blown away
by the creativity that is displayed in
the students’ artwork; this year was
no exception,” Lieu said. “Walking
by the Congressional Art
Competition exhibit in the U.S.
Capitol brings joy to my day. I am
excited to see Mia’s artwork hang-
ing in the exhibit representing our
district.”

Beverly Hills High School junior Mia Fienberg took first place against stu-
dents from 16 other high schools for a piece called “Contaminated.” 

photo courtesy of U.S. Rep. Ted Lieu  

Future Artists Gala held at the Avalon
L.A. County High School for the

Arts hosted its 6th annual Future
Artists Gala on March 18 at the
Avalon Hollywood. The event
included entertainment by some of
the most talented student artists in
L.A. County in music, theater, cine-
matic arts, dance and visual arts.
LACHSA alum Corbin Bleu
(“High School Musical” and the
Tony-nominated “Kiss Me Kate”
on Broadway) hosted the evening.

Tony, Emmy and four-time
Grammy-nominated LACHSA
alum Josh Groban was honored
with the LACHSA Luminary
Award, and Warner Bros.
Television Group Chairman and
CEO, Channing Dungey, was hon-
ored with the LACHSA Arts
Advocate Award. The evening also
featured a special performance by
LACHSA alum Michael Fitzpatrick

of Fitz and the Tantrums. The event
raised funds to support tuition-free
arts education and programming at
L.A. County High School for the
Arts.

Founded almost 40 years ago,
LACHSA is one of America’s pre-
miere public arts high schools for
student artists. LACHSA is a con-
servatory-style incubator in dance,
music, theater, visual arts and cine-
matic arts that nurtures and mentors
students in transformational ways.
LACHSA graduates include
Phoebe Bridgers, Clea DuVall,
HAIM, Angel Blue, Jenna Elfman,
Marla Sokoloff, Taran Killam,
Zoey Deutch, Andrew Chappelle,
Finn Wittrock, Josefina López,
Robert Vargas, Kehinde Wiley,
Matthew Rushing and Charm
La’Donna.

For information, visit lachsa.net.

https://www.immaculateheart.org
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Teacher trainings will support LGBTQ+ students 

California and Los Angeles County education officials are partnering with
nonprofits including the Equality California Institute to support LGBTQ+
students. 

photo courtesy of Equality California Institute   

A new partnership between the
California Department of education
and the Los Angeles County Office
of Education will provide addition-
al resources for supporting
LGBTQ+ youth across the state.

In 2019, State Superintendent of
Public Instruction Tony Thurmond
and the Equality California Institute
co-sponsored Assembly Bill 493,
known as the Safe and Supportive
Schools Act. This bill, authored by
then-Assemblymember Todd
Gloria (now the mayor of San
Diego), encourages teachers to
receive training on school and com-
munity resources available to sup-
port LGBTQ+ students facing bul-
lying, harassment, discrimination
and lack of acceptance at home or
school.

“Many LGBTQ+ students – for
too long – have failed to report
issues of harassment and violence.
This is unacceptable; it is vital we
create the same opportunities for a
quality public education in an
environment that accepts all stu-
dents for who they are,”

Thurmond said. “We are proud to
partner with the Los Angeles
County Office of Education to lead
trainings that will provide our
teachers with the critical resources
they need to help California’s
LGBTQ+ students.”

Since the adoption of AB 493 in
2019, the climate has only wors-
ened for LGBTQ+ students, mak-
ing these tools for teachers even
more crucial. According to the
GLSEN 2019 National School
Climate Survey, more than 86 per-
cent of LGBTQ+ students experi-
enced harassment or assault based
on personal characteristics, and
nearly a fifth of LGBTQ+ students
reported changing schools due to
feeling unsafe or uncomfortable at
school. In February 2023, the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention released results from its
2021 Youth Risk Behavior Survey,
which showed high levels of vio-
lence, depression and suicidal
thoughts among lesbian, gay, and
bisexual youth. According to the
findings, more than one in five of

these students reported attempting
suicide in the year before the sur-
vey. At least 52 percent of
teenagers who identified as gay,
lesbian, bisexual, or questioning
said they struggled with mental
health.

In this urgent context, the CDE
selected LACOE as the lead con-
tractor to develop online training
courses for educators across
California. LACOE is collaborating
with lead partner agency the
Equality California Institute and an
advisory committee composed of
20 nonprofit organizations, includ-
ing the Trevor Project and the
Human Rights Campaign
Foundation, to develop the project
called PRISM: Providing Relevant,
Inclusive Support That Matters for
LGBTQ+ Students.

 “If we want students to have a
quality education, we must do
everything possible to ensure a pos-
itive school climate,” said Dr.
Debra Duardo, Los Angeles
County superintendent of schools.
“LGBTQ+ students face unique

challenges, and it’s imperative to
implement social and emotional
supports that foster healthy devel-
opment so they can achieve their
full potential.”

“California continues to lead the
charge in ensuring a positive school
climate for all students by launch-
ing this first-of-its-kind online
training program on LGBTQ+ top-

ics for K–12 educators,” said
Equality California Institute execu-
tive director Tony Hoang. “This is
another step forward in California’s
support for educators serving and
supporting LGBTQ+ youth, and the
Equality California Institute is
proud to be part of this initiative.”

The PRISM project is expected
to be completed in June 2024.

New LAUSD committee promotes greener schools 
The Greening Schools and

Climate Resilience Committee of
the Los Angeles Unified School
District Board of Education,
chaired by board member Dr. Rocío
Rivas, held its first meeting on
Wednesday, March 15. The com-
mittee is aimed at assessing and
proposing policies, practices and
resources necessary to create dis-
trict-wide sustainable, healthy,
resilient and equitable learning
environments.

The committee is composed of
stakeholders with a broad range of

experience and expertise, including
partners, academics and communi-
ty leaders. 

“One of the top concerns I get
when I visit schools throughout my
district is that we need to bring
nature to our school yards and pre-
pare them for future climate needs,”
board president Jackie Goldberg
said. “One of my first actions as
board president was to establish
this committee to focus our atten-
tion on the urgent need for green
solutions and to create needed
transparency and accountability for

this work.”    
Rivas said that greening LAUSD

schools is essential to nurturing stu-
dents and communities amidst the
climate crisis.  

“I am so ready to continue this
work,” Rivas said. “We must
ensure all of our schools have equi-
table opportunities to bring trees,
gardens, water recapture,
reusables,and so much more to their
campuses.”   

“I am excited to serve on our
new Greening and Climate
Resilience Committee and further
the district’s efforts to green our
campuses, lower our carbon foot-
print, and protect our planet.”
said board member Nick
Melvoin. “LAUSD will continue
to lead the way toward a greener
and more sustainable future for
our kids and school communities,
and I look forward to helping us
get there.” 

Sunrise Foundation Los Angeles
hub coordinator Nicolas Gardner-

Serna said that students and young
people will play a key role in secur-
ing a livable future.

“Winning green schools would
only lead to more climate victories
in housing, transit, industry and
more,” Gardner-Serna said. “We
are excited to fight for a 100 per-
cent fossil fuel-free LAUSD by
2030, a 100 percent electric bus
fleet, green spaces for our students,
healthy food for our communities
and strong community schools that
pay education workers enough to
live.”

PetSpace hosts Kids Camp
This spring break, let Wallis

Annenberg PetSpace keep your
kiddos busy at our one-week
PetSpace Kids Camp. Each day
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., campers will
take part in fun pet-centric activi-
ties that will teach them all about
the human-animal bond, pet adop-
tion, veterinary care and animal
behavior

Held March 27 to 31 (Session 1)
and April 3 to 7 (Session 2), each
session is a one-week (five-day)
experience for campers ages 8 to
11. As part of the Pet Pioneer Camp
curriculum, each child will receive
a Pet Pioneer activity journal,
PetSpace Kids Camp t-shirt, craft
supplies and PetSpace goodies.

Topics covered include animal

health, behavior, grooming, nutri-
tion, exercise and physical therapy,
photography, veterinary medicine
and animal adoption. Each daily
itinerary incorporates a new theme
that makes the most of PetSpace's
interactive indoor and outdoor
environment with live demonstra-
tions, crafts, educational games and
pet encounters. Campers will meet
a variety of adoptable pets and
learn how to be responsible pet
owners.

Cost is $450 per session. Visit
petspacecamp.org for daily
schedules and information. All
sessions run from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Wallis Annenberg PetSpace
is located at 12005 Bluff Creek
Dr.

Pet Pioneer Camp will be held from March 27 to 31 and April 3 to 7.
photo courtesy of Wallsi Annenberg PetSpace

https://www.marlborough.org
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Wallis names new CEO
Robert van Leer, an accom-

plished arts administrator highly
respected for his breadth of experi-
ence with renowned arts organiza-
tions in the United States and
Europe, has been named executive
director and chief executive officer
of Wallis Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts, announces The
Wallis Board Chair Michael
Nemeroff. Van Leer assumes the
leadership post at The Wallis on
April 1.

Most recently, van Leer served as
the John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts’ Senior Vice
President of Artistic Planning. In
overseeing a $90 million budget, he
expanded Kennedy Center’s classi-
cal and contemporary program-
ming, including the addition of Hip
Hop Culture and Social Impact.

Additionally, he led the vision for
the 2019 transformative addition of
REACH, the Kennedy Center’s
first-ever expansion, with flexible
indoor and outdoor performance
space designed to nurture new
artists and expand community. Van
Leer began his arts administration
career at Lincoln Center for the
Performing Arts in New York and
worked in London as an executive
administrator at the Wigmore Hall
then as head of music and arts pro-
jects at the Barbican Centre.
Subsequently, he became managing
director of Nederlands Dans
Theatre, where he re-envisioned the
mission of the company as a lead-
ing international creative ensemble.
He also led Wonderbird UK, a bou-
tique cultural consultancy that
advised cultural and corporate

clients on social, cultural and
fundraising policy.

“The Wallis’ search committee
and our dedicated board of direc-
tors are confident Robert van Leer
is the most qualified person to lead
The Wallis in its next evolutionary
stage,” Nemeroff said. “As an
extremely talented performing arts
executive, having run performing
arts centers and built teams in var-
ious CEO, managing director and
senior level leadership roles, he has
had the experience and impact we
sought. His artistic planning and
presenting work has been at the
highest levels. He is also tremen-
dously skilled in strategic plan-
ning, community relations,
fundraising and board develop-
ment. As The Wallis heads into its
10th Season, we’ve undergone
tremendous artistic growth and
achieved notable fiscal and organi-
zational stability, so we believe
that Robert, with his visionary

leadership, keen creative thinking
and broad world view, will build
upon that solid foundation, further
elevating The Wallis as a cultural
institution of international
renown.”

“Wallis Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts is an extraordinary
organization with a well-deserved
reputation for excellence and inno-
vation,” van Leer said. “I am hon-
ored to assume its leadership and
shepherd The Wallis at this exciting
time in its history. I look forward to
having the opportunity to thought-
fully shape organizational strate-
gies that go beyond the stage and
build upon The Wallis’ exceptional
artistic, educational and communi-
ty programs. At this point in my
career, I am thrilled to be moving to
Los Angeles and committing
myself to the Wallis and the cre-
ative life of this diverse, complex
and ever-changing city.”

For information about The

Wallis, visit thewallis.org. The
Wallis is located at 9390 N. Santa
Monica Blvd.

Robert Van Leer will assume the
leadership post at The Wallis on
April 1.

photo by Ineke Oostveen

Grievances outlined during
LAUSD strike

Los Angeles Unified School District teachers were on strike in this
March 19, 2009, photograph in the Beverly Press and Park Labrea
News. Members of the United Teachers Los Angeles union picketed
outside LAUSD Local District 3 headquarters on South Robertson
Boulevard in opposition to proposed layoffs. On March 21, UTLA
members joined picket lines again, backing SEIU Local 99, a union
representing 30,000 LAUSD support staff workers. SEIU Local 99 is
calling for a wage increase of up to 30% for the employees and is
holding a three-day strike that is expected to last through March 23.

Hollywood’s Blacklist explored at the barn
Hollywood Heritage Museum

will host the next installment in
its “Afternoon @ the Barn”
series, with “Legacy of the
Hollywood Blacklist” on March
26 at 2 p.m.

The program delves into the
aftermath of the dark period in
Hollywood History when the
United States government went
after “subversives” in the liberal
film industry. The program consists
of a one-hour film, directed by Judy
Chaikin and narrated by actor Burt
Lancaster, exploring the lingering
effects of The Hollywood Blacklist,
anti-Communist witch-hunts that
terrorized the nation in the late
1940s and early 1950s. This film is
seen through the eyes of the wives
and children of the now-deceased
Hollywood figures whose careers
were destroyed when studio bosses,
along with guild and union offi-
cials, capitulated to the demands of
the House Un-American Activities
Committee.

The film features numerous
Hollywood film stars, including
Gary Cooper, Betty Garrett, Larry
Parks, Evelyn Keyes, Humphrey
Bogart, Lauren Bacall, John
Garfield, Adolph Menjou, Robert

Taylor and Ronald Reagan along
with noted screenwriters, Dalton
Trumbo, Ring Lardner Jr., Michael
Wilson, Herbert Biberman and
Lester Cole.

Joining Chaikin for a Q&A after

the film is a panel with some of the
children of these blacklisted film-
makers, who will share their own
experience growing up around situ-
ations that shattered their parent’s
lives and how it has affected their
own lives in surprising ways.

For tickets and information,
visit hollywoodheritage.org/
event-details/afternoon-the-barn-
legacy-of-the-hollywood-black-
list. Hollywood Heritage Museum
is located at 2100 N. Highland
Ave. 

In the late-1940s Hollywood figures were blacklisted for supposed
Communist ties.

photo courtesy of Hollywood Heritage Museum

Getty announces major acquisitions
The Getty Museum has

secured two major acquisitions:
“the Irmengard Codex,” a manu-
script made for the 11th-century
noblewoman Irmengard of
Nellenburg, a member of the
House of Egisheim-Dagsburg in
Germany; and “Madonna and
Child with Saint Lucy, Saint
Dominic and Saint Louis of
France” by the renowned and
influential Italian painter
Annibale Carracci. The manu-
script will be showcased in an
upcoming exhibition in the fall.
The painting will go on display
at the Getty Center in April in
Gallery N205.

“These two exquisite acquisi-
tions add key works to our repre-

sentation of northern European
medieval manuscript illumination
and to our already strong holdings
of 17th-century paintings,” said
Timothy Potts, Maria Hummer-
Tuttle and Robert Tuttle Director
of the Getty Museum. “‘The
Irmengard Codex,’ with its unusu-
ally rich body of imagery, is a
spectacular example of early
medieval manuscript illumination,
the likes of which has not appeared
on the market in over half a centu-
ry. And together with Caravaggio,
Annibale was one of the prime
instigators of the baroque move-
ment in Italian art.”

The Getty Museum is located at
1200 Getty Center Dr. For informa-
tion, visit getty.edu.

Annibale Carracci’s “Madonna and
Child with Saints Lucy, Dominic
and Louis of France,” dated
between 1596-1598, will go on dis-
play in April.

photo courtesy of The Getty Museum

https://www.sheffimmigration.com
https://directechconnect.com
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introduced a motion to the Planning
and Land Use Management
Committee to oppose an amend-
ment that would re-zone the land
and allow for the hotel’s develop-
ment.   

But the amendment has yet to be
voted on by City Council, and
state-mandated environmental
reviews are ongoing. Supporters of
the development, including devel-
oper Gary Safady and union repre-
sentatives, said derailing the project
at such an early stage would violate
city procedures.  

After more than an hour of heat-
ed public comment during a March
21 PLUM committee meeting,
Yaroslavksy’s motion failed to win
a majority of votes. The amend-
ment to rezone the land will now go
for a vote before the full City
Council.  

“The Bulgari Hotel project is an
obscene and environmentally dev-
astating proposal, which builds a
luxury playground for the ultra-
wealthy, high up in an environmen-
tally sensitive, residential hillside

community,” Yaroslavsky said.
“The project could result in bull-
dozers removing tons of soil,
threatening the habitat, razing
native plants and hundreds of pro-
tected trees [and] destroying the
very beauty that this hotel is mar-
keting to its future clientele.”   

According to a 2021 Bulgari
press release, the resort would
include 58 rooms and suites, eight
private estates, a restaurant, a
10,000 square foot spa and a state
of the art gym. Representatives for
Bulgari did not respond to requests
for comment.  

Amanda Begly, project manager
at nonprofit organization
TreePeople, said the project would
“set a devastating precedent” for
protected land in the Santa Monica
Mountains. 

“The [Santa Monica Mountains]
… have been protected since Los
Angeles was founded. We are
counting on the PLUM Committee
members to continue this tradition.
Please don’t sacrifice valuable open

space for some luxury brand’s prof-
its.”     

Safady said that stopping the pro-
ject before a vote by City Council
would set another kind of dangerous
precedent. Environmental reviews
mandated under the California
Environmental Quality Act are
ongoing, and thousands of hours of
work are required before the city
can make a decision, he said. 

“Stopping the project in the mid-
dle of the process … signals to busi-
nesses and investors in Los Angeles
that city procedures and the guaran-
tees of due process will not be fairly
applied,” Safady said.  

Another public commenter, who
did not state his name but said he
worked at the law firm representing
Safady, claimed that Yaroslavksy’s
motion “would violate state law, the
city charter and municipal code
rules.”  

Residents and activists began
organizing against the project
almost immediately after it was
announced in 2018. In September,
the PLUM Committee tabled a vote

on an earlier motion to oppose the
rezoning amendment, which was
introduced by Yaroslavksy’s prede-
cessor, former Councilman Paul
Koretz. 

The City Council has not yet
scheduled a vote on the amendment,
but spokesperson Leo Daube said
Yaroslavsky is hopeful the council
members will vote against it. If the
City Council approves the amend-
ment, it will then be up to Los
Angeles City Planning to determine
next steps, Daube added.  

During the PLUM Committee

meeting, committee members
Councilman Marqueece Harris-
Dawson, 8th District, and
Yaroslavsky voted yes on the
motion, while Councilman John S.
Lee, 12th District, and
Councilwoman Monica Rodriguez,
7th District, voted no.
Councilwoman Heather Hutt, 10th
District, was absent.  

“We put forward this motion hop-
ing to get the full support [of the
committee],” Daube said. “We are
very grateful [to] advance to the full
City Council for consideration.” 

Hotel project advances in City Council
From page 1

rendering courtesy of Bulgari Resorts  

The proposed Bulgari Hotel would be located on approximately 33 acres
in Benedict Canyon. 

Bill seeks more protections for children
From page 1

dents have become the targets of a
harmful political crusade,” Los
Angeles Unified School District
board member Nick Melvoin said. 

The city of West Hollywood has
issued a series of resolutions
denouncing the various bills that
have gone into effect regarding trans

efforts to use private medical data as
a tool for discrimination against
transgender youth. Anti-trans bills
are being advanced in several states
and we should be doing everything
we can to unite in opposition to these
attacks on trans people and our
LGBTQ families.” 

“I am grateful to Congressman
Schiff for recognizing this opportuni-
ty to care for the children of this
country and push back against the
Republican and conservative agenda
that continues to threaten LGBTQ
and women’s rights,”
Councilwoman Chelsea Byers said. 

Councilwoman Lauren Meister
pointed out that federal funding is
not a “given,” and that state policies
should be taken to account when
allocating funding to schools every-
where. 

“Thank goodness for

Congressman Schiff’s swift action
in introducing this amendment,”
Meister said. “States that are attack-
ing women’s right to choose and
that are working to take away basic
human rights from LGBTQ people
and others should not benefit from
federal funds.” 

Whether the bill is able to make
headway in the Republican-led
United States House of
Representatives is yet to be seen,
but regardless of the federal gov-
ernment actions, Mayor Pro
Tempore John Erickson said that
West Hollywood will remain on the
front lines in the fight for bodily
autonomy.

“West Hollywood has always
been and will continue to be a safe
haven for women, trans and people
from all walks of life to come and
feel safe in,” he said. 

Former Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti was confirmed as the
United States ambassador to India
on March 15 in a 52-42 vote by the
U.S. Senate. 

President Joe Biden nominated
Garcetti for the position in July
2021, which started a lengthy
process in which members of the
senate debated whether to approve
the nomination. The nomination was
delayed for more than a year and a
half because Garcetti came under
fire over handling of alleged mis-
conduct by a former deputy chief of
staff in the mayor’s office. Some
senators questioned whether
Garcetti knew or should have known
about the aide’s alleged sexual
harassment of other staff members.
Garcetti denied he was aware of the
alleged misconduct. 

Three Senate Democrats voted
against the confirmation. However,
seven Republican senators voted in
favor, and the confirmation was
approved. The ambassador’s post in
India had been vacant since January
2021. 

“I congratulate former Mayor
Garcetti on his confirmation to serve
as our country’s ambassador to the
world’s largest democracy,” Los
Angeles Mayor Karen Bass said in a
statement. “His ability to strengthen
our nation’s position in the world
draws from his experience leading a
global city, an academic background
in international affairs, service as a
Navy intelligence officer and the full
confidence of the president. Los
Angeles is an international hub, and
I look forward to working with Eric
as he represents our nation in New
Delhi.” 

Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-VA), co-
chair of the Senate India Caucus and
chairman of the Senate Select

Committee on Intelligence, stressed
the importance of filling the post. 

“The relationship between India
and the U.S. is a strong one, and one
of great strategic, economic and cul-
tural importance,” Warner said in a
statement. “Founded on shared val-
ues, supported by growing econom-
ic and trade ties and strengthened by
the Indian diaspora here in the U.S.,
this partnership continues to hold
significant promise for the future. As
co-chair of the Senate India Caucus,
I am glad that there will finally be a
Senate-confirmed ambassador in
New Delhi.” 

Garcetti, 52, served as the 42nd
mayor of Los Angeles from 2013-
22. Prior to becoming mayor, he
served as Los Angeles City
Councilman representing the 13th
District from 2001-13, and was City
Council president from 2006-12. 

Former mayor Garcetti confirmed
as U.S. ambassador to India

and women’s rights throughout the
country, including during the City
Council’s March 20 meeting when
West Hollywood addressed the anti-
drag legislation that has passed in
Tennessee. 

“During the last few years, we’ve
seen a rising number of legislative
efforts that strike-out against LGBTQ
rights, especially those of transgender
youth,” West Hollywood Mayor Sepi
Shyne said. “Republicans in several
states have proposed bills that would
erode medical privacy as part of con-
ditions of receiving education fund-
ing. I applaud Rep. Schiff for stand-
ing up for students and for speaking
out against shameful Republican-led

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo 

Former Mayor Eric Garcetti will
serve as ambassador to India after
a lengthy confirmation process. 

https://bogiesliquor.com
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Protesters call for action 
From page 3

Answers From Page 23 

vous system for the Jewish commu-
nity. Through our various strategic
initiatives, the Jewish Federation of
Greater Los Angeles cares for the
overall well-being of the Jewish
community, and with the backdrop
of record levels of antisemitism, this
also includes caring for our security,”
Mendelson said. 

The federation offers a three-
pronged approach to security that
includes site visits and vulnerability
assessments, training and informa-
tion sharing-intelligence analysis.
The federation self-funds the security
program, which costs nearly $1-mil-
lion per year, and the services are
provided free to institutions. 

The site assessments help institu-
tions determine what steps are need-
ed to enhance security, and experts
make recommendations for
improvements. Multiple training
events are offered throughout the
year. The federation hosts an annual
Safety and Security Conference
offering information from security
experts. The program offers training
in situational awareness, empower-
ing staff, volunteers and congregants
to recognize and report suspicious

activities before an incident occurs.
Training is also offered to security
professionals who work at Jewish
institutions. 

Another important component is
information sharing and intelligence
gathering. The federation offers a
24-hour center to analyze and moni-
tor threats, and staff has direct con-
nections to law enforcement and
government agencies. 

Mendelson said the security initia-
tive demonstrates that the Jewish
community is protected. She said
recent hate crimes have sparked fear
among members of the community,
and it’s important for them to know
there is support in place. 

“There is a pervasive fear within
the community. Unfortunately, as
we’ve seen an increase, everyone is
just a person away from an incident
or from something that occurred that
causes us to pause and feel fear, feel
that concern,” she said. “Knowing
that our leaders have a blueprint to
address this action, not just our elect-
ed leaders and law enforcement,
how we’re collecting this data and
how we’re mobilizing resources, is a
way to offer reassurance.”

grand jury on hate crimes and
firearms charges and is expected to
next appear in court on April 11. 

Shortly after the arrest, the

Jewish Federation held a town hall
meeting with government officials
and community members to allay
fears and discuss ways to address

The city of West Hollywood is
encouraging residents to join the Los
Angeles County Fire Department’s
Community Emergency Response
Team, which is offering a free train-
ing course on Saturdays, April 15,
22 and 29, from 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. at
the West Hollywood Park Aquatic
and Recreation Center, 8750 El
Tovar Place. 

CERT training was developed by
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to prepare
people to provide basic fire safety

and life-saving skills. After a disas-
ter, police, fire and medical respon-
ders may not be able to meet the
immediate demand for emergency
services. Residents and neighbors
may have to rely on each another to
help with immediate life-saving
needs.  

Space is limited and the course
expected to fill quickly. Participants
must register in advance and attend
all three sessions. To register, visit
lacountyfire.galaxydigital.com/even
t/detail/?event_id=91311. 

West Hollywood holds CERT classes

“We remain ready to return to
negotiations with SEIU Local 99 so
we can provide an equitable con-
tract to our hardworking employees
and get our students back in class-
rooms,” Carvalho said in a state-
ment. “I understand our employ-
ees’ frustration that has been brew-
ing, not just for a couple of years,
but probably for decades. And it is
on the basis of recognizing historic
inequities that we have put on the
table a historic proposal. This offer
addresses the needs and concerns
from the union, while also remain-
ing fiscally responsible and keep-
ing the district in a financially sta-
ble position.” 

Union members from SEIU
Local 99 and UTLA selected 500
schools throughout the city includ-
ing John Burroughs Middle School
and Fairfax High School, where
approximately 75 people braved
heavy rain and wind on March 21to
picket. The group included teachers
and SEIU union members. 

“The SEIU workers, many of
their children are our students,” said
Rafael Buelna, chair of the UTLA
chapter at Fairfax High and a histo-
ry teacher at the school. “We need
our students to live in families that
earn a living wage. Those families
need to be able to afford living near
our schools. I mean, even teachers,
with our salaries, we can’t afford to
live near our school.” 

Loneata Brown, an LAUSD
employee and SEIU Local 99 mem-
ber who works in the Career and
Transition Center West at Fairfax
High School, said many employees
are struggling to survive. 

“We would like a 30% raise, and
also pay for more hours. Many of us
are getting paid for part-time work
and are working full-time hours,”
Brown said. 

Eric Flores, another employee at
the Career and Transition Center
West, said some employees start at
$14 per hour.  

“Most of them have a second job
to get by,” Flores added. “It’s very
hard for them. This is why we are
here, to get decent pay.” 

SEIU Local 99 and UTLA mem-
bers picketed outside John
Burroughs Middle School, chanting
and calling for better wages and
working conditions. 

“We’ve had lots of SEIU mem-
bers as well as UTLA members and
community activists show up in full
force to picket on behalf of SEIU,”
said Renee Senigram, the UTLA
representative at Burroughs High
School. “I do feel that progress is
being made. I am sure that this
strike will have a huge impact on
future bargaining. It is important to
support all unions as a union mem-
ber, but it’s important especially to
support all educators. Everyone
deserves a fair raise. Current SEIU
wages are below the poverty line
and most of the SEIU members
have to work second and third jobs
to make ends meet, to pay rent and
to put food on the table for their
children. It is a moral obligation to
stand by our fellow educators as
they fight for a fair pay raise.” 

Linda Crowder, principal at
Rosewood STEM Magnet Urban
Planning and Urban Design, a cam-
pus located at 503 N. Croft Ave.,

said she notified parents and provid-
ed lessons ahead of the strike to
keep students active with learning.
Crowder said the support staff is an
important component in enabling
the school to function, and she sup-
ports the rights of workers to fight
for fair wages and equal treatment.
Crowder added that she is hopeful a
resolution is reached soon and is
eager to see her 260 students return
on March 24. 

“A school is intended for chil-
dren, and it’s not a school if we
don’t have our children here,”
Crowder said. “The plan is my stu-
dents will return on Friday.” 

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass
said in a March 22 statement that
she is privately working with all
parties to come to an agreement. 

During the strike, the city is offer-
ing daycare services for students at
recreation centers in parks through-
out the city, including Pan Pacific
Park, 7600 Beverly Blvd., and
Poinsettia Park, 7341 Willoughby
Ave. in the Melrose District. The
sites are also offering Grab and Go
meals provided by LAUSD. 

On March 21, a steady line of
cars formed in front of the Pan
Pacific Park Recreation Center and
LAUSD employees handed food to
drivers. The Grab and Go Centers
will remain open from 7:30-10:30
a.m. during the strike. 

Inside the recreation center,
approximately 50 children took part
in activities. Capacity for children
was capped at 50, and there is a
waiting list, said Eric Calhoun,
senior recreation director at Pan
Pacific Park. Calhoun added that it

was important for the park to be a
place to fulfill the needs of families. 

“It was all hands on deck. We
were ready,” Calhoun said. “There
was definitely a demand. I’m glad
parents were able to have a place to
bring children and also get food if
they need it.” 

The Los Angeles Zoo is offering
free admission to LAUSD students
($5 for chaperones) during the
strike. Zoo spokesman Carl Myers
said 228 LAUSD students received
free admission on March 21. For
information visit lazoo.org/lausd. 

The La Brea Tar Pits and the
Natural History Museum in
Exposition Park are also offering
free general admission to LAUSD
students and chaperones during the

strike. Free general admission tick-
ets will be available only onsite at
the museums. The La Brea Tar Pits
is located at 5801 Wilshire Blvd.,
and the Natural History Museum is
located at 900 Exposition Blvd. For
information, visit nhm.org and
tarpits.org. 

SEIU and UTLA union members
planned to continue picketing
through March 23, and vowed to
continue fighting for higher wages
until an agreement is reached with
the LAUSD. 

“I hope that both sides get back to
the bargaining table and both sides
realize that they both have to com-
promise,” Buelna said. “The district
has to realize that they can’t do the
work without SEIU.” 

Employees hold strike for better pay
From page 1

photo by Edwin Folven 

SEIU union members and teachers showed solidarity as they picketed in
front of John Burroughs Middle School. 

onto Wilshire Boulevard, chanti-
ng songs, carrying banners and
stopping for photos in front of
bank offices. A delegation of
activists entered the banks to
explain their cause to the man-
agers inside, Glosserman said.  

Protester Emily Glick said she
was encouraged by the collective
action.    

“If we can make banks change

their policies and stop funding oil
and gas, that’s going to make
such a big, enormous change that
none of us could accomplish
through our own individual act,”
she said. “There’s so much
emphasis on individual actions
… and that’s all great, but it’s
really a drop in the bucket com-
pared to stopping banks from
funding oil and gas,” she said. 

photo by Joey Waldinger 

Deborah Pearl addressed demonstrators before they marched through
the Golden Triangle in Beverly Hills. 

Council considers funds for security initiative
From page 1

hate crimes. Yaroslavsky
announced she planned to introduce
a motion to help bolster the Jewish
Federation’s security initiative. The
motion is expected to be considered
by the City Council’s Budget and
Finance Committee next, and after-
wards will return to the full City
Council. 

The Jewish Federation of Greater
Los Angeles launched its
Community Security Initiative in
2012 to provide support for Jewish
institutions, and currently serves
more than 600 temples, schools and
other Jewish institutions in a 1,450-
square-mile area throughout Los
Angeles County. The program helps
the institutions protect themselves
by offering a multi-faceted
approach to security, said Joanna
Mendelson, senior vice president of
community engagement for the
Jewish Federation of Greater Los
Angeles. 

“The federation serves as the ner-
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Across 
  
1. Sacred Egyptian bird  
5. Car in a Beach Boys tune  
8. Wordsworth creation  
11. Classic art subject  
12. Expert eye-rollers  
14. Opposite of all  
15. Perplexed  
16. Hello and goodbye  
18. Prefix with chloride  
19. Great painting  
22. Hosp. procedure  
23. One may pass the buck  
24. Pointed ends  
28. Produces  
34. Hip  
35. Jamaican fruit  
36. Sight from St. Moritz  
37. Great painting  
42. Start to fall  
43. Not ready  
44. Arm bone  
45. Hardy riding horse  
48. Permission granted by a bishop  
49. Days past  
50. Loan figure, abbr.  
52. Great painting "The ___ "  
60. Pumpkin dessert  
61. Between-meal nibbler  
62. Urban carrier  
63. Golf's Woosnam  
64. Shrinking  
65. Egyptian deity  

66. Light bedstead  
67. Big Apple inits.  
68. Place to work  
  
Down  
  
1. Take ___ the waist (alter)  
2. Shrub  
3. ___ fixe  
4. Limitless quantities  
5. Baseball's “Iron Horse”  
6. Remove a coupon the quick way  
7. Unique  
8. Offered  
9. Filth  
10. New Haven collegiate  
12. Bygone title  
13. Simba, to Mufasa  
17. Center chest protection bone  
20. Trademarks, abbr.  
21. “The Bourne Supremacy” open-
ing locale  
24. Terra ___  (brownish red)  
25. Square  
26. Mom's newly married husband  
27. Money that is battled for  
29. French notes  
30. Independent charitable gp.  
31. Toymaker for Santa  
32. “The Vampire Diaries” girl  
33. Slapping sound  
38. Borrowed  
39. Pursue a young lady  
40. Vanity  

41. “La Cage ___ Folles”  
46. Go through life  
47. Relating to breathing problems  
48. Spider is one  
51. Old telephone part  
52. “Later!”  
53. Disney Park lover  
54. “Beauty ___ the eye …”  
55. “Heavens!”  
56. Minimal amount  
57. Rendezvous  

58. Cancels  
59. Fine fur  
60. Photo 
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and the  
City of  

Beverly Hills. 

Send inquiries to
karen@beverlypress.com

FLORIST

HANDYMANHANDYMANHANDYMANHAULING

beverlypress.com

emilyjilg.com 
bloomsby.emily 

On time. 
Done right.  
Reasonable.  
Plumbing,  
electrical, painting, 
flooring, tile, general 
maintenance and 
much more.  
Your local experts with 
20+ years experience 
serving Los Angeles. 

Call today for free  
estimate.
Julien  
(310) 628-7442

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER 

• Leash Manner Training 
• Socialization, Structure,  

Exercise 
• Insured, Certified 

AKC Good Citizen Trainer 
323.393.5238 

latty@cooperk-9.com 
Google: Latty Cooper 

as seen on YouTube!

ALL YEAR  
INCOME TAX
Professional Tax Return 

Preparation 
10% DISCOUNT FOR 

NEW CLIENTS
5967 W. Third St. Suite #201 

Los Angeles, CA  90036 
Phone (323)937-3848 
FAX (323)937-9970 

Across street from Park Labrea 
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

answers on page 22

GARAGE  
CLEANING  
& HAULING 

FREE ESTIMATES 
               YARDS  

               TOO 

CALL MR. ANDERSON 
(323)236-1222

               YARDS  
               TOO 

LEGAL NOTICES 

LEGAL NOTICES 
PARK LABREA NEWS 

FICTITIOUS  
BUSINESS NAME  

STATEMENT  
2023060122 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as algene apartmetns, IKONBH, 8369 BEV-
ERLY BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90048., 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY KOS-
TIANTYN KAVELASHVILI, 2841 N. 
FULLER AVE., LOS ANGELES, CA 
90046. The business is conducted by: alim-
ited partnership.  The registrant started to  to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name or names listed herein on N/A.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Los Angeles County on March 17, 
2023. NOTICE - This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from date it was filed 
prior to that date. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under federal, 
state of common law. (See section 1440 et 
seq., Business Professions code.     

3/23, 3/30, 4/6, 4/13, 2023

DOG WALKER
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