
Few individuals have commit-
ted as many years to service for
the city of West Hollywood as
Councilman John D’Amico. Prior
to joining the council in 2011,
D’Amico was a member of vari-
ous commissions and advisory
boards the city dating back to the
1990s, including the Disability
Advisory Board, the Human
Services Commission and the
Planning Commission. While
D’Amico has not termed out and
could have run for reelection to
the City Council, he decided this
year to step down. 

“I genuinely believe that this
city needs to be run by younger
people who can bring to light the

kind of world that they want to
live in,” he said. “I got to get out
of the way so that the next West
Hollywood can emerge. Because
it’s going to be more exciting and

In 2019, photos of high school
students in Newport Beach arrang-
ing their solo cups in the shape of a
swastika went viral. Holocaust
Museum L.A. CEO Beth Kean
invited the students to tour the
museum, and quickly realized that
their actions came from a place of
ignorance, not hatred.   

The experience underscored the

importance of educating students
about the Holocaust and other
genocides. As one of nine leaders
recently appointed to Gov. Gavin
Newsom’s Council on Holocaust
and Genocide Education, Kean is
trying to improve genocide educa-
tion across the state, ensuring the
lessons of the Holocaust remain
pertinent, even as it fades farther
into the past and the number of sur-

Beverly Hills Police Department
Detective Chris Coulter was one of
the first officers on scene after a
woman was shot during an armed
robbery on the patio of Il Pastaio
restaurant in March 2021.   

On Nov. 16, Coulter and four of
his colleagues received U.S.
Attorney Agency Awards for their
role in the investigation, which ulti-
mately put three gang members
behind bars.  

Along with Coulter, Sgt. Eric
Hyon, former Sgt. Kevin Burger,
and FBI Special Agents Michael
Fukuda and Chris McElroy were
recognized by the U.S. Attorney’s
Office. But the awards do not
belong to them alone, Coulter said.  

“[They belong] to our entire team
because that case, and almost every
case we work here, is complex,”
Coulter said. “Those of us that are

leading the investigation tend to get
the accolades, but the award is real-
ly for the whole team and not any
one individual. So I was happy for
all of us.”       

On March 4, 2021, Malik

Lamont Powell, 21, and Khai
McGhee, 18, robbed a man of a
$500,000 Richard Mille watch on
the crowded patio of the Cañon
Drive restaurant. While one of the

A two-sided billboard has sat
atop Whisky a Go Go on the
Sunset Strip for decades, but new
digital signage will soon adorn the
roof of the famous night spot.
Located at 8901 Sunset Blvd., the
Whisky is an official West
Hollywood cultural resource.
Opening in 1964, numerous well-
known music acts have performed
at the venue over the years, rang-
ing from the Doors and Elton John
to AC/DC and Fleetwood Mac.  

“The Whisky is considered a
cultural resource in the city of
West Hollywood and around the
world,” Mayor Lauren Meister
said. “The newly approved digital
billboard will provide revenue for
the ongoing maintenance of this
iconic venue.” 

The new two-sided digital bill-
board was approved by the City
Council on Nov. 21. As part of the
agreement for this development,
the Whisky’s owner (the Maglieri
family) is required to maintain the
building as a nightlife, entertain-
ment music performance venue.
The high-visibility billboard is
anticipated to bring in $2 million
in annual revenue, which, as part

of the agreement, will be shared
with the city.  

“The billboard and the Rock
Walk will, no doubt, enliven the
Strip. In addition, as a condition
of approval, I asked that staff
work with the applicant to pro-
vide some improvements to the
north side of the property as a

direct public benefit to the neigh-
borhood,” Meister said. 

In March 2019, the City
Council adopted a billboard poli-
cy for the Sunset Strip aimed at
helping the famed street become
an economic engine for West
Hollywood, allowing for revenue
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The investigators who oversaw the 2021 robbery investigation in Beverly
Hills received awards for their meticulous work.

n Museum CEO plans to expand education
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The digital sign atop Whisky a Go Go will have a futuristic appear-
ance, as shown in this rendering. 

Digital billboard will soon adorn the Whisky

BHPD officers honored for Il Pastaio case

Kean stresses importance of
keeping Holocaust relevant

D’Amico retires from WeHo
council, leaves lasting legacy

photo courtesy of Holocaust Museum L.A.  

As a new appointee on Gov. Gavin Newsom’s Council on Holocaust and
Genocide Education, Holocaust Museum L.A. CEO Beth Kean wants to
better train and fund teachers across California.
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Councilman John D’Amico
remains an outspoken figure in
West Hollywood.

https://dordicklaw.com


The West Hollywood City
Council race continues to be a nail-
biter. While the Nov. 29 ballot
update showed Mayor Lauren
Meister as the clear leader for one
of the three open council seats, the
other seats could be decided by just

dozens of votes. Chelsea Byers
stands in second place at 3,953
votes, 38 votes ahead of former
Councilman John Heilman, who
has 3,915 votes. Zekiah N. Wright
is only 18 votes behind Heilman,
standing at 3,897. 

All Los Angeles County elec-
tions are “tentatively” scheduled to
be certified on Dec. 5, according to
lavote.gov. The same source indi-
cated the official canvass of ballots
must be completed within 30 days
of the general election, and that date
would be Dec. 8. In such a tight
race, it is possible the makeup of
the West Hollywood City Council
will not be determined until then. 

“I am super excited for each vote
update,” Wright said. “It’s awe-
inspiring the number of people that
voted for me. This has been a long
couple of weeks and I’m excited to
see what the final vote count will
be. I’d like to remind all voters who
received a letter from the county
registrar to fix their signature to do
so by 5 p.m. on [Dec. 3] so their
vote is counted. While I hope for an
opportunity to serve this amazing
city as the next council member,
I’m not going anywhere if the votes
don’t come out in my favor. I love
this city, and I want to do my part to
ensure it continues as a LGBTQ
safe haven and a great community
to live in for everyone.” 

Heilman and Byers did not
respond to request for comment by
deadline. 

Both Robert Oliver and former
Councilman John Duran, who in
initial vote updates appeared within
striking distance of joining the
council, have conceded their cam-
paigns. 

Meister has led the ballot count
since election night on Nov. 8. She
currently stands at 6,059 votes.  

“The residents of West
Hollywood sent a strong yet simple
message in our election: they want
a City Council that serves them, not
outside interest groups,” Meister
told the Beverly Press on Nov. 15.
“They want us to focus on local
issues – public safety, homeless-
ness, protecting our rent-stabilized
housing, preserving our unique
neighborhoods and helping our
small business community to
thrive.” 

Two seats for West Hollywood
council remain up for grabs

A Los Angeles Superior Court
judge set a new pretrial hearing
date of Jan. 4 for Adam
Friedman, son of Beverly Hills
City Councilman Lester
Friedman. Adam Friedman is fac-
ing two misdemeanor charges
after allegedly creating a fake
Instagram account impersonating
a political opponent of his father.    

During a brief court hearing on
Nov. 28, Leonard Friedman,
Adam Friedman’s attorney and
uncle, and deputy district attorney
R.J. Dreiling were called from the
bench to speak with Judge Wendy
Segall. Segall then said the two
parties had agreed on the new
hearing date.  

Adam Friedman was not
required to be in court on Nov. 28
and was not present. He was

charged on July 13 with unautho-
rized use of personal information
and internet/electronic imperson-
ation, before pleading not guilty
on July 18. A judge reduced his
unauthorized use of personal
information charge from a felony
to a misdemeanor on Aug. 1.  

He is accused of creating
“Sharona4Gascon,” an Instagram
account that claimed then-council
candidate Sharona Nazarian sup-
ported L.A. County District
Attorney George Gascón.  

Eleven candidates ran for three
seats on the Beverly Hills City
Council in the June 7 Primary
Election. Councilmen Friedman
and John Mirisch won re-elec-
tion, while Nazarian won her first
term on the council. Nazarian
secured the second highest total
number of votes. They were
sworn in on July 12. 
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Holiday cabaret 
Make Theatre West part of the holi-
days with “Winter Wishes-A Holiday
Cabaret Theatre” running from
Friday, Dec. 2, through Sunday, Dec.
11. Fifteen singers and actors will per-
form treasured songs and tell stories
filled with holiday wishes. The cast
includes Luis Anduaga, Amanda
Boutaud, Harleigh Ford, Stella
Grimaldi, Ivy Jones, Bonnie Kalisher,
Cody Kelepolo, Mimi Kmet, Robert
W. Laur, Barbara Mallory, Constance
Mellors, Zoe Miner, Scottie Nevil,
Alyssa Rupert and Michael Van
Duzer. Showtimes are at 8 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday; 2 p.m., Sunday.
Advance tickets are $35, $40 at the
door. 3333 Cahuenga Blvd. West.
(323)851-7977, theatrewest.org. 

‘La Virgen de
Guadalupe, Dios
Inantzin’ 
Latino Theater Company will hold
“La Virgen de Guadalupe, Dios
Inantzin,” the company’s signature
holiday pageant, on Friday, Dec. 2,
and Saturday, Dec. 3, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Cathedral of
Our Lady of the
Angels, down-
town. The pro-
duction tells the
story of Juan
Diego, a peasant
to whom the
Virgin Mary
appeared on four occasions in 1531 in
the mountains of Tepeyac, near
Mexico City. Starring Esperanza
America as the Virgin and Sal Lopez
as Diego, the cast features over 100
actors, singers and indigenous Aztec
dancers. General admission is free;
premium seating is available for $45.
555 W. Temple St. (213) 489-0994,
latinotheaterco.org. 

TAG Gallery 
TAG Gallery is hosting a meet-and-
greet session on Saturday, Dec. 3,
from 5-9 p.m. with the artists in five
new solo contemporary art exhibi-
tions. Artists Jaime Coffey, Shirley
Asano Guldimann, Eric Sanders,
Karen Sarrow and Arlene Weinstock
will join the festivities and answer
questions. The exhibits run through
Saturday, Dec. 24. 5458 Wilshire
Blvd. (310)829-9556, taggallery.net.

Holiday art exhibits 
Thinkspace Projects will open four new
shows running from Saturday, Dec. 3,
through Saturday, Dec. 31. The exhibits
include Ben Tolman’s “Unmode,”
Hanna Lee Joshi’s “What Is It You
seek?”, Nika Mtwana’s “Protagonist”
and Carl Cashman
and Oscar Joyo’s
“Hybrid.” An open-
ing reception and
holiday party will
be held on Dec. 3,
from 6-10 p.m. with
DJs, an open bar,
live painting,
tamales and an art mart for shopping.
Guests are asked to donate a wrapped
new toy. Regular viewing hours are
noon-6 p.m., Tuesday through
Saturday. 4207 W. Jefferson Blvd.
thinkspaceprojects.com. 

Art benefit 
Enjoy an art show and benefit on
Saturday, Dec. 3, at 6:30 p.m. at
Emmy Lu Gallery in Beverly Hills. A
selection of Lu’s art will be offered at
auction. A portion of proceeds from
the event will benefit My Brother’s
Keeper, an organization working to
end homelessness. Refreshments will
be served and the first five guests will
receive a limited-edition giclée print.
418 S. Clark Drive. To RSVP, text
(310)871-1496. 

‘A Christmas Carol’ 
“A Christmas Carol” returns to A
Noise Within this holiday season from
Saturday, Dec. 3, through Friday, Dec.
23. The holiday production by the
Pasadena-based theater company
offers innovative staging, whimsical
costumes, origi-
nal music and
boundless good
cheer. It is based
on an adaptation
of Dickins’ clas-
sic by Geoff
Elliott, who por-
trays Scrooge.
Showtimes on Dec. 3 are 2 and 7 p.m.
See schedule for additional show-
times. Tickets start at $25. 3352 E.
Foothill Blvd. anoisewithin.org. 

‘Little Theatre’ 
Rogue Machine presents the world
premiere of “Little Theatre,” the latest
comedy from playwright Justin
Tanner running from Saturday, Dec. 3,
through Sunday, Jan. 8. The new play
spills the secrets in a hilarious back-
stage look at life in the intimate Los
Angeles theater scene during 1990s.
Showtimes are at 8 p.m., Monday and
Wednesday through Saturday; 3 p.m.,

Sunday. Tickets are $45. (855)585-
5185, roguemachinetheatre.net. 

Hanukkah 
marketplace 
Women of Temple Israel of
Hollywood will hold its Hanukkah
Marketplace on Sunday, Dec. 4, from
9 a.m.-3 p.m. The annual fundraiser
benefits the temple’s three schools and
provides a festive atmosphere sup-
porting local artisans and small busi-
nesses. The Sunday Morning Dance
Party offers an opportunity to dance
and have fun. 7300 Hollywood Blvd.
tiohmarketplace.com. 

Magician 
Bernie Shine 
Magician Bernie Shine returns for an
evening of illusion on Friday, Dec. 9, at
8 p.m. at the El Portal Theatre. Shine, a
longtime Hancock Park resident, will
thrill with up-close magic and entertain
with stories and anecdotes. The pro-
gram is not recommended for children
under 16. Tickets start at $40. 5269
Lankershim Blvd., North Hollywood.
e l p o r t a l t h e a t r e . c o m / r e t u r n o f -
bernieshine.html. 

CALENDAR

Congratulations to  
Katy Yaroslavsky  

CD5 Council Member Elect! 
The Hancock Park HOA Board members recently had a 
great meeting with CM Katy Yaroslavsky. We discussed 
our neighborhood priorities, what our committees are 
working on, Katy's district wide goals and priorities and 
how we can work together.  The HPHOA will be hosting 
a Town Hall with our new Council Member in January. 
Watch for information on the date and time! The Town 
Hall will be held via Zoom and we invite all our sur-
rounding Greater Wilshire CD5 neighbors to join us!

Coming in January!
The HPHOA uses our annual dues and donations to 
help improve our HP community. This coming year we 
will be exploring ways to help fund sidewalk repair by 
partnering with residents, increasing our support to 
protect our historic parkway trees, planting and refor-
esting trees as needed and funding water trucks for 
new trees during the hot, dry summers. We are also 
discussing how to improve neighborhood wide security 
by working with our three main neighborhood security 
companies - SSA, ADT and MagenAm. Also under 
discussion is helping local nonprofits and charitable or-
ganizations. 

Thank you to all our neighbors who make Hancock 
Park and Greater WIlshire neighborhoods a wonderful 
place to live and work!  A special thank you to all our 
Hancock Park residents who contribute to and support 
the Hancock Park HOA.  

Please see our website at www.HancockPark.org 
Join a committee! We are all volunteers! 

Judge schedules Jan. 4 pretrial
hearing in Adam Friedman case
By Joey WaldingeR                 

By Rance collins                 

https://hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org


The Los Angeles City Council
approved $2.95 million on Nov. 29
for Barnsdall Art Park in
Hollywood to ensure renovations
will be completed at a guest house
designed by famed architect Frank
Lloyd Wright. 

Known as Residence A, the
three-story guest house is steps
away from the historic Hollyhock
House, a Wright masterpiece in
Barnsdall Park that was included on
the UNESCO World Heritage List
in 2020. Residence A, which is
perched on a slope overlooking the
4800 block of Hollywood Blvd.,
has been under renovation since
2017. Prior to that, it had been
closed for decades after sustaining
heavy damage during the 1994
Northridge earthquake. 

Last December, city officials cel-
ebrated the completion of exterior
renovations at Residence A. Work
on the interior is currently under-
way, and the newly-approved fund-
ing will be used to complete the
project, anticipated in late 2024. 

Outgoing Los Angeles City
Council Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District, supported the restorations
and authored the motion that led to
the $2.95-million allocation. He
said plans call for Residence A to
eventually open to the public, along
with Hollyhock House, which
reopened for tours in August. 

“This office took on the comple-
tion of the restoration of the
Hollyhock House and helped pave
the way for it to become a designat-
ed UNESCO World Heritage Site.
This follows in the footsteps of con-
tinuing to add value to the entire
Barnsdall Art Park as a one of a
kind historic resource for the city of
Los Angeles, and the only
UNESCO World Heritage Site in
the state of California in the cultural
and built environment category,”
O’Farrell said. “My belief, with
Residence A in particular, that as
the only previously completely-
neglected Frank Lloyd Wright-
designed home in Los Angeles, that
it was important that I do every-
thing in my power while council
member to save the house and com-
pletely renovate it and preserve it
for all future generations.” 

Hollyhock House was designed
and constructed between 1919-21
for Pennsylvania oil heiress Aline
Barnsdall, who was an ardent sup-
porter of the arts. Barnsdall donated
Hollyhock House and the surround-
ing hilltop property to the city in
1927. 

Barnsdall Art Park is managed by
the Los Angeles Department of
Cultural Affairs and includes gal-
leries and a theater, as well as
Hollyhock House and Residence A.
Hollyhock House curator Abbey
Chamberlain Brach said the funds
will enable crews to finish work on
intricate interior details. 

“[The] additional support keeps
the project well on track. Phase one
of restoration work was finishing a
lot of structural building system
issues, seismic retrofit, getting a
watertight roof, which is always
critical for these structures, as well
as really remarkable exterior
restorations of the house thus far
that allow us to interpret how the
building worked as part of the larg-
er site plan,” Brach said. “But since
then, [we have been] working on

interior finishes. We’re moving for-
ward with bringing on a landscape
designer to help us develop an
ADA-accessible access to the site
so that we can [hold programs] both
indoors and out. These final finish-

es always take the longest. There’s
a lot of material analysis and sam-
pling that needs to be done so that
we can properly restore the historic
red gum (wood) trim work, perfect-
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Sunday, December 4, 5:00 pm

504 N. Camden Drive 
 Beverly Hills, CA 90210 

(310) 275-0123 • www.allsaintsbh.org

Amid candlelight and with music from the four corners of the church,  
Advent Lessons & Carols is a great way to mark the beginning of the holiday season.  

Included will be music by Richard Marlow, Craig Phillips, Christopher Tye,  
Elizabeth Poston, John Scott, Benjamin Britten and Palestrina.

AN ADVENT FESTIVAL  
OF LESSONS & CAROLS

A Reception will follow  
Sundays at All Saints 
8am - Spoken Word Communion  
10am - Choral Holy Communion 
11:30am - AS2 Contemporary Communion

n Funds designated for
guest house designed
by Frank Lloyd Wright

O’Farrell ensures work continues in Barnsdall Park 

photo by Stan Ecklund 

Crews are working on the interior of Residence A at Barnsdall Art Park.  

 For the past several weeks,
nearly a dozen tents were posted
on the sidewalk along Sixth
Street near Fairfax Avenue, along
the rear of the Academy Museum
and Los Angeles County
Museum of Art. On Nov. 28, the
Los Angeles Department of
Sanitation conducted a clean-up
operation at the site. However,
six tents reappeared the follow-

ing day. A representative for out-
going Los Angeles City
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, said the site has been
flagged for services and the city
will continue efforts to help peo-
ple staying at the site. Despite the
encampment being near the
county museum and Academy
Museum, the sidewalk is public
property. 

Tents remain on Sixth Street 
sidewalk behind museums

photo by Joey Waldinger 

Tents have returned along Sixth Street near Fairfax Avenue. 

By edwin folven                 

See Funds page 30

https://www.allsaintsbh.org


Join leaders from the Iranian
American community at 5 p.m. on
Dec. 4 at the Maas Center for Jewish
Journeys of American Jewish
University to learn more about the
Iranian revolts.  

Titled “Baraye Iran,” which means
“for Iran in Persian,” the event will
feature a panel moderated by Rabbi
Tarlan Rabizadeh, AJU’s vice presi-
dent for Jewish Engagement, and a
Q&A session.   

“All Iranians deserve human
rights. This isn’t a religious or politi-
cal issue, it’s a human rights
issue,” Rabizadeh said. “This is
something everyone should be speak-
ing about. I hope this event will raise
awareness of what’s going on, why
we should all care, and educate our
broader community on how we can
lend our voices to this urgent crisis.” 

The current protests in Iran began
in September.   

“So many Iranian Jews in the
United States have given up hope,”
said Matthew Nouriel, program coor-
dinator for JIMENA and social media
activist. “It is important for the Jewish
community to stand in support of the
Iranian people fighting this righteous
and noble fight. I hope this event will
uplift the brave voices in Iran and ulti-
mately inspire our local community
to act.”  

To register, visit
AJU.edu/forIran. Attendees are
encouraged to submit questions to
tarlan.rabizadeh@aju.edu. 

Two male suspects were arrested
on Nov. 26 for allegedly robbing a
victim near Sixth Street and La
Brea Avenue and stealing a Rolex
watch. 

The robbery, captured on a video,
shows two men wearing ski masks
and black clothing robbing a victim
on the sidewalk before running to a
silver car and driving away. Patrol
officers located the vehicle nearby
and began a pursuit, police said. 

The suspects collided with anoth-
er vehicle a short distance away,
and officers arrested one of the
assailants. The other suspect fled
and was arrested a short time later
by K9 officers from the LAPD’s
Metropolitan Division. 

The robbery victim was not
injured, but the driver of the vehicle
struck by the suspects was treated
for minor injuries, police said. 

The two suspects were identified
as Tyler Dumas, 20, and Edwin
Witty, 19, both residents of Los
Angeles. Dumas and Witty are fac-
ing robbery charges and are being
held on $1 million bail. 

Detectives with the LAPD’s
Follow-Home Robbery Task Force
are investigating the robbery and
believe the suspects are involved in
additional crimes. The Follow-
Home Robbery Task Force, which
is based in the LAPD’s Robbery-
Homicide Division, was estab-

lished in November 2021 in
response to a crime trend involving
people being robbed of expensive
jewelry and handbags. Many of the
follow-home robberies occurred in
the Hollywood, Melrose, Beverly
Grove and Wilshire areas. 

The LAPD released the video
and photographs of the suspects,
which can be viewed by visiting
lapdonline.org. Anyone with infor-
mation is urged to call detectives at
(213)486-6840. During weekends
and off-hours, call the LAPD’s hot-
line at (877)LAPD247. Those who
wish to remain anonymous can call
Crime Stoppers at (800)222-TIPS,
or visit lacrimestoppers.org. 
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With fentanyl overdose deaths
dramatically increasing, Los
Angeles County District Attorney
George Gascón joined Los Angeles
County Public Health Director Dr.
Barbara Ferrer on Nov. 29 to
announce the creation of a working
group focusing on fentanyl preven-
tion, education and enforcement. 

“I’m proud to announce that we
are leading a multifaceted and col-
laborative effort to save lives. The
proliferation of fentanyl-related
deaths poses one of the gravest chal-
lenges of our times. We are bringing
together the county’s public health
experts, education leaders, commu-
nity advocates and law enforcement
professionals to support and utilize
evidence-based and effective
approaches to stopping the toll fen-
tanyl is taking,” Gascón said. “This
multifaceted approach is necessary
because if the failed ‘War on Drugs’
of the ’90s has taught us one thing,
it is that we cannot incarcerate our
way out of a public health issue.

Enforcement is not enough. Saving
lives is the priority when addressing
substance abuse and illicit drug use,
as only the living have the opportu-
nity to recover. This is a communi-
tywide problem and will take col-
laboration among all of us to stem
the tide of harm that is plaguing our
neighborhoods.” 

The seriousness of the crisis was
highlighted by the release on Nov.
29 of the Department of Public
Health’s report on fentanyl deaths in
Los Angeles County. Accidental
fentanyl overdose deaths increased
1,208%, from 109 in 2016 to 1,504
in 2021. 

The report also found that fen-
tanyl and methamphetamine were
the most common drugs listed as a
cause of death in accidental drug
overdose deaths in L.A. County. 

“First, let me offer my deepest
condolences and wishes of peace to
the many families who have lost a
loved one from fentanyl poisoning,”
Ferrer said. “As our data indicates,

the tragedies resulting from fentanyl
are indiscriminately impacting all
populations regardless of age, race,
ethnicity or socioeconomic status.
Fentanyl’s reach is unfortunately
broad, calling for a similarly broad
approach to address the crisis. I am
grateful for this opportunity to work
in collaboration with people from
many different sectors to address
this important public health issue.” 

Joining the D.A.’s office and the
Department of Public Health in the
working group are the Los Angeles
County Office of Education, Los
Angeles Unified School District and
Los Angeles School Police
Department, the Los Angeles
County Police Chiefs Association,
Los Angeles Police Department and
Drug Policy Alliance. The working
group will collaborate on preven-
tion, education and enforcement
goals. 

To read the report on fentanyl
overdoses, visit publichealth.lacoun-
ty.gov. 

County launches group to combat fentanyl abuse 

The city of Los Angeles and Los
Angeles Police Department are
holding an Anonymous Gun
Buyback on Saturday, Dec. 3, from
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at Exposition Park,
3986 Hoover St. 

The citywide Gun Buyback
Program is an initiative of the
Mayor’s Office of Gang Reduction
and Youth Development. City lead-
ers and LAPD gun experts will be
available to answer questions about
the event and the guns. Individuals

may surrender guns anonymously. 
The public is reminded that when

bringing a firearm, leave the
unloaded gun in a locked container
or stored in a vehicle’s trunk. Staff
will provide directions to individu-
als surrendering guns. 

Those who surrender a handgun,
shotgun or rifle will receive a $100
gift card, and those who turn in
ghost guns and assault weapons
will receive a $200 gift card. For
information, visit lapdonline.org.

City asks people to turn in guns 
in exchange for gift cards 

The Beverly Hills Parking and
Traffic Commission will hold a
special meeting on Dec. 1.  

During the hearing, the commis-
sion will consider approving a stop

sign at the intersection of
Whitworth Drive and South Palm
Drive. The commission will also
provide feedback to a report on the
2023 Transportation Safety

Campaign. 
The meeting will be held at 455

North Rexford Drive Room 280 A,
and will also be livestreamed at
beverlyhills.org/live.  

BH traffic commission holds special meeting

Panelists discuss Iranian protests  

n Suspects are believed
to have been involved 
in additional crimes

Two in custody for robbery on La Brea Avenue

photo courtesy of the LAPD 

A video shows two men after they allegedly robbed a victim near Sixth
Street and La Brea Avenue. 

The Beverly Hills Police
Department is mourning Albert
H. Lightfoot, a decorated former
BHPD detective who died on
Nov. 27.  

Lightfoot began his law
enforcement career as a jailer in
1973, and he worked as a reserve
officer and an identification tech-
nician before becoming a BHPD
officer in 1980.   

He receieved several awards
for his work with the department,
including the Felix Rothschild
Award in 1988 for Meritorious
Service and the Rotary Club of
Beverly Hills Officer of the Year
Award in 1992.    

Even after his retirement from
the department in 2011,
Lightfoot remained dedicated to
the department, spending count-
less hours as a part-time employ-
ee and volunteer.  

In 2014, the department creat-
ed the Albert H. Light Award to
recognize his tireless work ethic
and dedication. A permanent
plaque at the station displays all
of the names of those who
received the award. 

“He was the ultimate gentle-

man. Professional, dedicated,
never ever saying a bad word
about anyone,” read a Nov. 27
Facebook post by the Beverly
Hills Retired Police Officers
Association. “He will be missed.
R.I.P., our friend.”  

BHPD pays tribute to former officer 

photo courtesy of the BHPD

In almost 50 years with the
Beverly Hills Police Department,
retired officer Albert H. Lightfoot,
who died on Nov. 27, received
multiple awards for his service.  

photo courtesy of the LAPD 

Tyler Dumas, left, and Edwin Witty
were arrested for allegedly robbing
a victim on Nov. 26. 

By edwin folven                 

Fire damages vacant building
on Sierra Bonita Avenue

photo by Edwin Folven 
Firefighters extinguished a blaze on Nov. 24 in a vacant fourplex at

439 N. Sierra Bonita Ave., just north of Beverly Boulevard. The cause
remains under investigation, but authorities believe the fire was start-
ed by homeless individuals, as there were signs of forced entry into
the boarded building. The LAFD received a 911 call around 9:35 p.m.
and firefighters located flames in a bedroom on the second floor of the
structure, LAPD spokesman Brian Humphrey said. The fire was
extinguished at 9:55 p.m. and no injuries were reported. 

Humphrey said the LAFD responds to more fires on Thanksgiving
Day than any other day of the year due to cooking fires, and added
that kitchen fires are also common during the holiday season in
December. He cautioned people to check inside ovens for flammable
items before using them, and to never leave pots and pans unattended
on stovetops. Residents are also cautioned to be careful with
Christmas trees. Never place them near fireplaces and heat sources,
and make sure Christmas trees have water and do not become dry. 

“We stay busy every season with those fires,” he said. “It’s typically
one of the busiest times of the year.” 
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Rosalie Klein donates to save lives in Israel

The people of Israel will have a
new life-saving tool at their dispos-
al thanks to local real estate profes-
sional and longtime Beverly Grove
resident Rosalie Klein. 

Klein donated $125,000 to
American Friends of Magen David
Adom for a specialized ambulance
that will be stationed in Jerusalem

and will be
used through-
out the region.
Magen David
Adom, which
serves as
Israel’s Red
Cross, pro-
vides emer-

gency medical
services as well

as blood services. The organization
is not government funded and exists
solely on donations from people
around the world. 

Klein donated the specialized
ambulance, known as a mobile
intensive care unit, in the name of
her late husband, Morrie Flaster,
and her late mother and father,
Miklos and Dora Klein. Their
names will be inscribed on the
ambulance in tribute to their impact
on the world. 

“I look at it as it will save lives,
and what’s more important than
saving lives?” Klein said. “I believe
in helping good causes. It’s a very
humanitarian organization that does
a lot of good. It was something
Morrie and I believed in.” 

The mobile care unit’s impact
will be significant, said Uri
Shacham, chief of staff for Magen
David Adom. He said it is essential-
ly a mobile emergency room that
can respond to any situation.
Staffed by emergency medical per-

sonnel, the units provide life-saving
care in the field during natural dis-
asters and terrorist attacks and are
also equipped with technologically
advanced equipment to treat heart
attack and stroke patients. Crews
communicate with doctors and pro-
vide care in the ambulances, reduc-
ing time lapses and streamlining the
admitting process to ensure better
outcomes for patients, Shacham
said. 

“During the lifetime of this
[mobile intensive care unit], my
estimation is that it will take care of
between 8,000 and 10,000 inci-
dents, and that means it will directly
influence at least 10,000 people,”
Shacham said. “Think of how many
circles this donation will influence
in the state of Israel. We have a say-
ing in the Jewish Talmud, saying
that the one who saved one life is as
if he saved the entire world. So,
how is it to save at least 10,000
lives and the lives of their immedi-
ate families? This is as impactful as
one can imagine.” 

Magen David Adom has approx-
imately 30,000 volunteers who
serve as first responders and pro-
vide emergency medical services
and operates approximately 1,300
ambulances and other emergency
vehicles. They respond to approxi-
mately 400 emergencies per day,
Shacham said. Donors from around
the world contribute to the organi-
zation, which receives approxi-
mately 100-120 new ambulances
annually to replace older models
that are retired from service. 

“Most of them are coming from
the [United] States,” Shacham said.
“Most of the ambulances are manu-

factured in the [United] States, so
even if somebody donates an ambu-
lance from France or England or
something, the ambulance actually
is manufactured in the United
States, and then shipped to Israel.
We add inscriptions on the outside
and then it immediately goes into
service.” 

Klein worked on the donation
with American Friends of Magen
David Adom, the organization’s
fundraising entity in the United
States. She will be honored by the
organization during a ceremony at
11 a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 4, at
Chabad of Beverly Hills, 9145
Wilshire Blvd. To attend, RSVP to
Dorin Esfahani, director of major
gifts for American Friends of
Magen David Adom, at desfa-
hani@afmda.org. 

Esfahani said another donor, Dr.
Irvin Pretsky, who was raised in
Beverly Hills and now lives in the

San Fernando Valley, recently
donated a mobile intensive care unit
in memory of his late wife, parents
and son. Pretsky was honored on
Nov. 13 at Temple Beth Am at 1039
S. La Cienega Blvd. 

Esfahani said she hopes the dona-
tions will inspire others to help. 

“A lot of people may know some-
one whose life has been saved by
Magen David Adom,” she said. “It’s
the kind of thing that saves lives and
really makes a difference.” 

Klein said she was particularly
pleased to donate the mobile inten-
sive care unit in tribute to her hus-
band, who died on Feb. 3, 2021.
They had been married for 25
years. 

“Morrie and I had wanted to do
this for a long time,” Klein said.
“After Morrie’s death, I thought
this would be a way to do some-
thing that will help a large number
of people in his honor.” 

photo courtesy of American Friends of Magen David Adom 

A specialized mobile intensive care unit was donated for use during
emergencies in Israel. 

n Specialized ambulance
will be deployed in
Jerusalem
BY EDWIN FOLVEN                 

The city of Beverly Hills is
encouraging organizations that
provide services to the communi-
ty’s most vulnerable populations to
submit Community Assistant
Grant Fund applications, open
until Jan. 23. 

This year, the city will again be
accepting applications for cultural
grants. Applicants must be a non-
profit organization or partner with
a nonprofit, and they must submit a
completed application by 5 p.m.,

Jan. 23. Applicants can send their
entries to humanservices@bever-
lyhills.org or mail their applica-
tions to the Beverly Hills Human
Services Division at 444 North
Rexford Drive.  

This past funding cycle, 27 orga-
nizations received grant funding
for services that cover seniors,
homelessness, physical and mental
health and culture.    

For information, visit beverly-
hills.org/cagf. 

Beverly Hills is offering 
community service grants

photo courtesy of Rosalie Klein

Rosalie Klein

https://www.hollywoodpresbyterian.com
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WeHo unveils Block by Block toll-free number

By Brynn MecheM                 

n Call (833)WEHO-BBB
to reach Block to Block

To improve public safety, the city
of West Hollywood launched a new
toll-free phone number for residents
to reach the city’s Block by Block
Ambassadors Program.

Block by Block, which provides
security and hospitality services,
can be reached 24 hours by calling
(833)WEHO-BBB, or (833)934-
6222. Although the phone number
is currently only functioning for
voice calls, a text option will be
implemented in the future.

“The new number has been
designed to be easy to remember so
that residents and the WeHo busi-
ness community, as well as visitors,
can call Block by Block for help,”
Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne
said.

The toll-free line will allow com-
munity members and visitors in
West Hollywood to get support
with non-emergency and non-vio-
lent safety concerns. In an emer-
gency, residents should always call
911.

Block by Block security ambas-
sadors assist community members
and visitors by maintaining uni-
formed foot and bicycle patrols in
neighborhoods, conducting safety
escorts and providing guidance,

information and directions. They
also provide in-person responses to
non-emergency and non-violent
calls for service. In the event of an
emergency, the ambassadors work
in partnership with law enforce-
ment personnel from the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station. 

The new phone number is the
city’s latest expansion of the Block
by Block program. In recent weeks,
the program added personnel,
bringing the total number of securi-
ty ambassadors to 85, and imple-
mented four new kiosks throughout
the city.

Kiosks are now located at
Melrose Avenue at Westmont
Drive, Sunset Boulevard at Sunset
Plaza Drive, West Hollywood Park,
Plummer Park, and along Santa
Monica Boulevard at Robertson
Boulevard, La Brea Avenue and
Westmount Drive.

Councilman John Erickson said
the Block by Block program is a
trusted community safety tool and
the additional resources can help
ensure community members and
visitors feel safe. 

“The expansion not only adds
boots on the ground, but also more
visibility around our community
and neighborhoods,” Erickson said.
“Additionally, their continued
interactions with businesses and
residents helped establish relation-
ships and points of contact should

anyone need these services. It is a
critical tool we have to help ensure
all people feel safe and secure in
West Hollywood.” 

During June budget discussions,
the West Hollywood City Council
voted to invest more funds into the
Block by Block ambassador pro-
gram to add 30 ambassadors, while
simultaneously eliminating two
sheriff’s department deputies.

As part of the decision, the two
deputy positions would not be
eliminated until all Block by Block
members were staffed. In June,
Erickson expressed concern that
the city could have a difficult time
staffing and training ambassadors
quickly, and though the program
has now been fully staffed, retain-
ing ambassadors is still a priority,
he said.

“Hiring is always a concern, and
I want to ensure that those hired
now are retained for the long term
here in West Hollywood so they
can build trusted relationships with
our community, residents and busi-
nesses,” he said. “I’m glad to see
that we have and are actively hiring
[safety ambassadors], and commu-
nity safety is always my No. 1 con-
cern and one that I speak to resi-
dents and businesses about daily.”

Although the program has been
fully staffed, the City Council post-
poned the decrease of the two
deputies until this month. The issue

is expected to be addressed at either
the Dec. 5 or Dec. 19 City Council
meetings.

Shyne said the council will
review the city’s crime statistics
and the Block by Block program
in March and decide whether to
decrease by another three
deputies.

For now, though, she said the
city has seen positive changes with
public safety as a result of the
expanded Block by Block pro-
gram, and she looks forward to
working with newly-elected
Sheriff Robert Luna to create a
“more effective relationship that

works for West Hollywood” while
studying the possibility of WeHo
creating its own municipal police
department.

“Public safety is a priority for us.
The relationship that we have had
with the LASD has not provided
the type of safety that our residents
want,” Shyne said. “Any type of
change is difficult and brings up
fear. What we have experienced is
that doing the same thing and
expecting a different result does
not work. We have chosen to create
incremental shifts and move West
Hollywood in a new direction
towards better safety for all.”

Block by Block ambassadors can be reached 24 hours using a new
phone number implemented by the city of West Hollywood.

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

“Of all the gin joints in all the towns in all the world, she walks
   into mine.”
“Here’s looking at you, kid.”
“Play it, Sam. Play ‘As Time Goes By.’”
“We’ll always have Paris.”
“Round up the usual suspects.”
“Louis, I think this is the beginning of a beautiful friendship.”

Just a few of the quotes from the classic “Casablanca,” which cele-
brated its 80th anniversary on this week. The Oscar-winning movie
starred, among others, Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman, Paul
Henreid and Claude Rains, and was directed by Michael Curtiz.

All six of these lines were included in the American Film
Institute’s “100 years … 100 Movie Quotes” list. The AFI also
voted “Casablanca” the third greatest film of all time.

*source: afi.com.

Notable Quotes

Project Angel Food gives thanks for volunteers
Celebrities, public officials and

volunteers came together during the
early morning hours on
Thanksgiving Day to prepare and
deliver 7,400 meals to Project Angel
Food’s clients, many of who are bat-
tling serious illnesses. Outgoing Los
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti was
among the group of volunteers.

“Mayor Eric Garcetti epitomizes
what it is to be part of a community
and lift one another through com-
passion and service,” Project Angel
Food CEO Richard Ayoub said. “As
he rolled up his sleeves and helped
plate meals, he brought attention
that while [it was] a day most of us
[were] surrounded by people we
love, we need to remember that

some people don’t have that. He
reminded us that no Angeleno
should be alone, and with a warm
smile, conversation and a meal, our
volunteers can change the entire
day for our clients [and] become
angels in the City of Angels.”

Celebrities volunteering included
Lisa Rinna and husband Harry
Hamlin; “Weird Al” Yankovic, wife
Suzanne and daughter Nina;
Cheyenne Jackson, husband Jason
Landau and their twins Willow and
Ethan; “American Idol’s” Ava
Maybee and her mother; Trinity
Bliss and her parents; and Melissa
Rivers with son Cooper Endicott,
continuing her mother Joan Rivers’
legacy of volunteering at Project

Angel Food on Thanksgiving.
For many of the celebrities join-

ing Project Angel Food’s
Thanksgiving Day volunteer pool,
the day was about sharing the expe-
rience with family. Jackson said he
brought his children because, “I
want to teach my kids to be grateful
and thankful for everything that we
have, and when you have the capa-
bility to give to other people, do it.”

He also talked about the death of
friend Leslie Jordan, a Project Angel
Food supporter who died on Oct. 24.

Rinna reflected on the fact that
Project Angel Food is the primary
source of food for most of its clients.

“It’s so important because that is
going to be their only meal of the
day,” Rinna said.

The 7,400 meals delivered on
Thanksgiving Day included 1,600
traditional turkey dinners to critical-
ly ill men, women, children and
their caregivers, 5,600 medically
tailored meals and breakfasts regu-
larly scheduled for Thursday deliv-
ery, and another 200 meals to
People Assisting the Homeless for
residents in two of PATH’s interim
housing and permanent supportive
housing sites. 

For information, visit
angelfood.org.

‘Red Dress’ benefit in WeHo
supports HIV programs

The city of West Hollywood
and Los Angeles Sisters of
Perpetual Indulgence will hold the
“Red Dress Party Day” on
Sunday, Dec. 4, from 1-9 p.m.
benefitting the Life Group L.A.
and Being Alive L.A.

The inaugural “Red Dress Party
Day” will be held in the city’s
LGBT Rainbow District, with 12
bars partnering with the Los
Angeles Sisters of Perpetual
Indulgence to raise visibility and
funds for HIV/AIDS services. The
event creates a day for the com-
munity to celebrate life, remember
those who have died and raise
awareness about much-needed
HIV services, education and sup-
port.

The event is free and wearing
red dresses or festive red attire is
encouraged. Raffles, bake sales
and activities will be held at each
of the bars. Participating bars
include Heart WEHO, 8911 Santa
Monica Blvd.; Fiesta Cantina,
8865 Santa Monica Blvd.; Hi
Tops, 8933 Santa Monica Blvd.;
Beaches, 8928 Santa Monica
Blvd.; Trunks, 8809 Santa Monica

Blvd.; Gym Bar, 8737 Santa
Monica Blvd.; Stache, 8941 Santa
Monica Blvd.; Motherlode, 8944
Santa Monica Blvd.; Micky’s,
8857 Santa Monica Blvd.;
Revolver, 8851 Santa Monica
Blvd.; Rocco’s, 8900 Santa
Monica Blvd.; and Bayou, 8939
Santa Monica Blvd. See schedule
for event times. Micky’s will hold
a red carpet event at 4 p.m. with
hosts Gert Crawford and Glen
Alen.

The first “Red Dress Party Day”
was held in 1997 at Gold Coast
Bar in West Hollywood, with pro-
ceeds supporting HIV and AIDS
community organizations. The
event was held annually for 23
years until it was placed on hiatus
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Trunks Bar and Micky’s hosted a
joint event in 2021.

The Life Group L.A. is a coali-
tion focused on the spiritual, emo-
tional and physical well-being of
people living with HIV and those
who support them through educa-
tion, empowerment and emotional
support. For information, visit the-
lifegroupla.org.

https://directechconnect.com
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

     

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission will 
hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:

LOCATIONS:            Citywide, West Hollywood, California 

REQUEST: The Planning Commission will make a recommendation to
the City Council regarding a proposed zone text amendment 
to update accessory dwelling unit (ADU) and junior acces-
sory dwelling unit (JADU) regulations in compliance with re-
cently adopted changes to State Law. 

PERMIT(S):              Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):       City of West Hollywood 
  
TIME/PLACE            Thursday, December 15, 2022  
OF HEARING:          at 6:30 p.m.
                                 West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room – 
                                 Council Chambers 
                                 625 N. San Vicente Boulevard 
                                 West Hollywood, CA  90069 

ZONES:                    Citywide 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS: Statutorily exempt under California Public Resources Code

(CPRC) Section §21080.17, as the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) does not apply to the adoption of an or-
dinance by a city or county implementing the provisions of
Section §65852.2 of the Government Code, which is the
State Accessory Dwelling Unit law. 

City Hall is open to the public.  Virtual or in-person appointments will continue to
be available and highly encouraged.  The staff report will be available on Thursday,
December 8, 2022 on-line at www.weho.org

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice,
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning Com-
mission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the
Public Hearing. 

To comply with the American with Disabilities Act of 1990, If you require special
assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired),
you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the City Clerk at
(323) 848-6800 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to
express their opinion in this matter. 

For further information regarding this item, contact Jerry Hittleman, Senior Contract
Planner via email:  jhittleman@weho.org or Angela Mishky, Long Range Planning 
Intern: amishky@weho.org in the Planning & Development Services Department
at (323) 848-6475. 

Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на
русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.

U.S. Senate passes bill 
recognizing same-sex marriage 

California politicians and Los
Angeles nonprofits celebrated on
Nov. 29 after the United States
Senate voted to pass the “Respect
for Marriage Act,” which would
mandate federal recognition for
same-sex marriages.   

President Joe Biden said on
Twitter that he looks forward to
signing the bill after it is voted on
by the House of Representatives.

“The institution of marriage is
important in this country. Simply
put, Americans should be free to
marry the person they love, regard-
less of sexual orientation or race,
without fear of discrimination or
fear that their marriages will be
invalidated,” Sen. Dianne Feinstein
(D-Calif) said.

Feinstein first introduced the bill
with two other senators in 2011,
and while public support for public
marriage has grown since then, the
bill is critical to ensuring protec-
tions for legal marriage, she said. 

“The ‘Respect for Marriage Act’

will guarantee legal protections for
millions of marriages in the United
States, ensuring that marriages
entered into legally are given full
faith and credit by every state and
the federal government,” Feinstein
said. 

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Burbank)
also cheered the Senate’s vote. 

“Today, Congress took definitive
steps to reassure the American peo-
ple that our rights are inalienable,
and that the freedom to marry
whomever you love is the irrevoca-
ble law of the land. That millions of
LGBTQ+ and interracial couples
across the country have had to fear
otherwise, in 2022, is tragic, and it
speaks to the perilous moment we
are in, with a partisan and reac-
tionary court determined to roll
back the clock on so many of the
freedoms our nation holds dear,”
Schiff said.  

In a statement following the vote,
the Los Angeles LGBT Center said
that the vote received greater

urgency after the Supreme Court
overturned Roe v. Wade, and it
underscored the need for the gay
community to organize and support
itself.   

“This is a necessary and momen-
tous occasion for the LGBTQ
movement, and we look forward to
President Biden signing this incred-
ible achievement once it arrives on
his desk,” Joey Espinoza-
Hernández, director of policy &
community building at the Los
Angeles LGBT Center, said.
“While this is cause for celebration,

there is still much more work to be
done for our community’s libera-
tion.”  

In a Nov. 29 statement, the city of
West Hollywood also applauded
the vote. 

“The Respect for Marriage Act
specifically repeals and replaces
provisions that defined marriage
and spouse in a way that was dis-
criminatory to same-sex marriage,”
Mayor Lauren Meister said. “It
requires all marriages to be recog-
nized across the country, no matter
where the marriage is performed.

Although this is long overdue, it is
a positive step for marriage equality
for both same-sex marriages and
interracial marriages.”  

City Councilman John D’ Amico
said the vote was a win for equality
and fairness, and meaningful for all
Americans. 

“But for me, this is another blis-
tering reminder that even though
the U.S. Constitution asserts that
everyone in America is ‘created
equal,’ equality remains a mediated
state often available in uneven
amounts.”

Lieu named House Democratic vice chair
On Nov. 30, U.S. Rep. Ted W.

Lieu (D-Los Angeles County) was
elected vice chair of the House
Democratic Caucus, the number
four position in House Democratic
Leadership. Congressman Lieu is
the first Asian American elected as
vice chair. 

“I want to thank my colleagues
for entrusting me with the role of
vice chair of the House Democratic
Caucus,” Lieu said. “I am
immensely grateful for this oppor-
tunity and I look forward to serving
our caucus and our country in this
new capacity. I want to recognize
my colleagues Debbie Dingell,
Joyce Beatty and Madeleine Dean,
all of whom are exceptional mem-
bers of Congress. I look forward to
continuing to work with them in the
118th Congress.”

Lieu said he was proud to be a
part of the House Democrats.

“ We have managed, in turbulent

times, to draw from the spirit of
American ideals to achieve legisla-
tive and electoral wins for the peo-
ple. Democrats have shown the
American public what is possible
when the rational lead. We will con-
tinue to do so in the new Congress,”
he said. “I cannot wait to build on
the progress that Speaker Pelosi
ushered in with our Democratic
leader Hakeem Jeffries. His elec-
tion, as well as the elections of whip
Katherine Clark and caucus chair
Pete Aguilar, represent a historic,
generational turn for our nation.
They are a leadership team of
which all Americans can be proud.
It is the privilege of a lifetime to
serve in the House and represent
my wonderful constituents in Los
Angeles County. I am buoyed by
the determination that we will build
on the progress of the last few years
and continue to put people over pol-
itics.”

Letters to the Editor
Fountain Avenue bike lanes are ill-advised

Re “WeHo Council approves Fountain bike lanes,” Nov. 24
issue

Making Fountain one lane in WeHo will be regrettable. It will
move thousands of cars to Santa Monica, Willoughby, Waring and
Melrose, and perhaps provide for a few hundred bike riders.

The current rush-hour back-ups will be made worse and cause
frustration, longer commuting times, less time with family [and]
friends, more shortcutting and a more dangerous environment.
People will still need to get to jobs, school and errands. 

Having an above-ground rail line along Route 66 (Santa Monica
Boulevard) would take people out of their cars if commuting from
Hollywood, Burbank, Glendale, etc., and would have a shorter
construction time than an underground line. But this plan is a
reverse NIMBY, not caring about other neighborhoods or people
who pass through West Hollywood.

After dealing with a long construction mess, we will find that it
caused more problems than it solved. 

Harlan Levinson
West Hollywood

LaBonge to receive plaque
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell

will join the LaBonge family and
community leaders to unveil a
plaque honoring former
Councilman Tom LaBonge.
Located at the Hollywood
Roosevelt Hotel in the heart of

Hollywood, the plaque celebrates
the life and legacy of the late coun-
cilman, in addition to his work on
behalf of Hollywood, of which he
was a great booster.

The ceremony begins at 3 p.m.
on Dec. 1.

https://www.weho.org
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The Wilshire Boulevard Temple’s Audrey Irmas Pavilion is among the
award recipients.

photo by Edwin Folven

52nd annual awards honor
architectural excellence

The Los Angeles Business
Council will host hundreds of
architects, designers, business
leaders and elected officials on
Thursday, Dec. 1, at the Beverly
Hilton for the 52nd annual
Architectural Awards.

The event will recognize more
than four dozen projects for
design innovation. The recipients
were selected from a competitive
pool of hundreds of submissions. 

Assemblyman Isaac Bryan (D-
Los Angeles) and Los Angeles
City Councilmen Curren Price,
9th District, and Marqueece
Harris-Dawson, 8th District, are
scheduled to attend along with
Michael Murphy, chair of archi-
tecture at Georgia Tech and a
board member for Mass Design
Group; Mia Lehrer, president of
Studio-MLA; and Mary Leslie,
president of the Los Angeles
Business Council. 

Los Angeles Mayor-elect Karen
Bass will accept the Community
Impact Award on behalf of the

Destination Crenshaw project
team. 

The awards honor design pro-
jects that build community and
create meaningful, inclusive
spaces with the Grand Prize going
to Sixth Street Viaduct Bridge and
the esteemed Chairman’s Award
to the Audrey Irmas Pavilion at
the Wilshire Boulevard Temple.
Destination Crenshaw and archi-
tect Mia Lehrer will also be hon-
ored with top awards. The keynote
address will be given by Michael
Murphy, architect, author, educa-
tor and founding principal of
MASS Design Group, whose pio-
neering work in Rwanda and the
United States is changing the way
the built environment is being
drawn upon to solve the climate
and social crises we face.

The reception will be held at the
Beverly Hilton Hotel,
International Ballroom, located
9876 Wilshire Blvd. at 11 a.m. For
information, visit labusinesscoun-
cil.org.

Metro outlines progress on subway project
Learn about current work on the

Purple Line Extension subway pro-
ject during an in-person meeting on
Wednesday, Dec. 7, from 6-7 p.m.
at Beverly Hills City Hall, 455 N.
Rexford Drive. Metro staff will pro-
vide updates on subway stations on
sections one and two of the project
between the Wilshire/Western and
Century City/Constellation stations.
Work has been halted for the holi-
days in public spaces in Beverly
Hills, but construction continues in
the tunnels and construction staging
areas. The meeting is part of a series
of monthly updates on the subway
project.

Metro is conducting work at
many other locations along
Wilshire Boulevard in December.
Construction continues in work

zones in the middle of Wilshire
Boulevard between Crenshaw
Boulevard and June Street, and
Ridgely Drive and Curson Avenue.

At Wilshire/La Brea, crews are
building the station entrance in a
construction staging area at the
northwest corner of the intersec-
tion. Wilshire Boulevard will be
reduced to two lanes in each direc-
tion between Orange Drive and
Detroit Street. Two lanes remain
open in each direction on La Brea
Avenue at Wilshire Boulevard.

Crews will be removing decking
near Wilshire/Fairfax from 9 p.m.
on Dec. 2 through 6 a.m. on Dec. 5.
Wilshire Boulevard will be closed,
and motorists are asked to use San
Vicente and Olympic boulevards as
detours. Fairfax Avenue will be

reduced to a single lane in each
direction between 6th and 8th
streets. Bus stops for Metro lines 20
and 720 will be relocated outside
the construction area.

Near Wilshire/La Cienega, con-
struction is occurring in staging
yards and along Wilshire
Boulevard, which will be reduced
to two lanes between San Vicente
and La Cienega boulevards, and
may intermittently be reduced to
one lane in each direction. Station
backfilling will continue through-
out December from 6 a.m.-6 p.m.
on Saturdays.

Left turns from Wilshire
Boulevard to southbound Gale
Drive and Tower Drive are restrict-
ed, and daily restrictions to north-
bound Gale Drive may also be in
place.

Concrete and material deliveries
to the Wilshire/La Cienega station
are expected to continue in
December.

Work also continues on the
Westwood/UCLA station and
Westwood/VA Hospital station,
including excavation, instrumenta-
tion and storm drain work. Decking
is complete over the
Westwood/UCLA station and work
will continue underground. At the
Westwood/VA Hospital station,
excavation is expected to continue
throughout December from 5 p.m.-
6 a.m. and 5 a.m.-3:30 p.m.,
Monday to Friday. Work within
staging yard includes excavation,
hauling, bracing installation, lag-
ging and installation of station ven-
tilation.

For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.

Work on the subway station entrance progresses in a staging yard at the
northwest corner of Wilshire/La Brea.

photo courtesy of Metro

Bass appoints Thompson as chief of staff
Los Angeles Mayor-elect Karen

Bass announced on Nov. 29 that
she will appoint Chris Thompson as
chief of staff to help guide her tran-
sition. Thompson will start the
position on Monday, Dec. 5.

The appointment comes during
an unprecedented three-week tran-
sition, during which Bass is assem-
bling a team. She said she plans to
focus on urgently bringing
unhoused Angelenos indoors and

making the city safer and more
affordable.

“My number one priority is
assembling a team that will be
ready on Day One to move our
city forward. With his vast leader-
ship experience and shared vision
for our city, Chris is the right per-
son to serve as my chief of staff
and work with me to lead our
agenda for Los Angeles’ future,”
Bass said. “Though this is an

unprecedented three-week transi-
tion, make no mistake – change is
coming and we will hit the ground
running.”

“The people of this city spoke
loud and clear when they delivered
a decisive victory for Mayor-elect
Bass,” Thompson said. “She has
laid out a clear vision and plan to
confront the crisis of homelessness
and to make our city safer and
more affordable for all. I look for-

ward to helping her execute that
vision.”

An experienced leader in the pri-
vate and public sectors, Thompson
will bring a fresh perspective and
new direction to the mayor’s office
and City Hall, Bass said.
Thompson currently serves as
senior vice president of govern-
ment relations for the LA28
Olympic and Paralympic Games,
working with local, state and feder-
al officials and agencies to on the
2028 Summer Games in Los
Angeles. He served as chief of staff

to Sen. Dianne Feinstein from
2008-13, after first joining her
office in 2003. He also formerly
served as an aide to U.S. Rep.
Julian C. Dixon, who represented
parts of Los Angeles. Thompson’s
private sector experience includes
serving as a vice president for
Southern California Edison/Edison
International and serving on the
board of the Los Angeles Area
Chamber of Commerce. He was
also appointed to the board of the
California Privacy Protection
Agency by Gov. Gavin Newsom.

Chargers player and Midnight
Mission unite to help Skid Row 

Chargers defensive tackle
Sebastian Joseph-Day and his wife
Rachel Joseph-Day helped prepare
Thanksgiving meals for Skid Row
residents at The Midnight Mission
in downtown L.A. on Nov. 22, and
donated $5,000 through their chari-
table initiative Bashing Hunger to
help the organization feed 2,500
homeless residents on
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 24.   

“The Midnight Mission is a spe-
cial place and I am so happy my
wife and I got to learn more about
what they do for the Skid Row
community. They believe in helping
those in need through the mind,
body and soul. Along with provid-
ing meals, The Midnight Mission
curates programs like art, music and
athletics to help guide men, women
and children. We are so thankful to
have been able to learn more about
their facilities and what they do on
a daily basis as well as help prepare
and serve meals,” Sebastian

Joseph-Day said. 
Since 1914, The Midnight

Mission’s goal has been to offer a
path to self-sufficiency for men,
women and children experiencing
homelessness. The organization
serves meals, hosts concerts and
shows compassion to the homeless
community.  

Bashing Hunger focuses on com-
bating food insecurity by increasing
food rescue, raising money and
awareness, and providing nutrition-
al education.  

“I believe that no one should suffer
or worry about when their next meal
will be. The physical and emotional
stress attached to hunger is debilitat-
ing. The goal of Bashing Hunger is to
help build sustainable resources to
eliminate food deprivation.”

For information about The
Midnight Mission, visit midnight-
mission.org. For information about
Bashing Hunger, visit sebastian-
josephday.com 

Chargers defensive tackle
Sebastian Joseph-Day helped
Skid Row residents enjoy their
Thanksgiving meals. 

photo courtesy of Sebastian Joseph-Day

PetSpace hosts holiday 
stand-up charity show

Have a holly jolly time as Can’t
Even Comedy and Wallis
Annenberg PetSpace present
“Stand Up for Pups: Holiday
Edition,” a dog-friendly comedy
show to support animal rescue.

On Friday, Dec. 2, PetSpace’s
Barks and Rec play yard will be
transformed into the West Side’s
premier comedy venue, welcoming
hilarious comedians Jeremiah
Watkins, Nicole Aimée Schreiber,
Ron Taylor, Austin Kress and
Darran Davis, alongside host
Caitlin Benson and DJ VFRESH.

Can’t Even Comedy is an L.A.-
based stand-up comedy company
founded by husband and wife team
Maxwell and Caitlin Benson. Can’t
Even Comedy currently entertains

audiences at biweekly events on the
rooftop of Mama Shelter Hotel in
Hollywood, where they host dog
adoption events with PetSpace on
the first Tuesday of each month. 

A portion of ticket sales will go
towards the PetSpace
Extraordinary Care Fund, which
supports PetSpace’s work with the
most vulnerable animals in the
shelter system: those who face sig-
nificant medical needs that serve as
barriers to adoption.

Doors open for the event at 6:30
p.m. and the show begins at 7 p.m.
The Wallis Annenberg PetSpace is
located at 12005 Bluff Creek Dr.
For tickets and information, visit
annenbergpetspace.org/events/369
1752.
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The sun comes out at the Dolby for ‘Annie’ 
A throw-away joke in the musi-

cal “Annie,” refers to the titular
character ending up “in the funny
papers.” The line elicited a mild
chuckle from the audience on open-
ing night at the Dolby Theatre, and
I realized that I might be one of the
only people in the crowd who
knows that the story was once a
comic strip. “Little Orphan Annie,”
turns out, ran in its last “funny
paper” back in 2010. That comic,
created by Harold Gray, made its
debut in 1924, and was notable for
its social commentary, particularly
during the Depression.  

For modern audiences, though,
Annie starts and ends with the
musical. “Annie” hit Broadway in
1977 and was a smash, taking home
the Tony for best musical and run-
ning six years. Two revivals fol-
lowed, along with West End pro-
ductions, national tours and a nau-
seating number of school produc-
tions. There have been no less than
three films based on the musical,
most significantly the John Huston-
directed 1982 adaptation starring
Carol Burnett. Kathy Bates led a
1999 television film, and Jamie
Foxx appeared in the 2014 theatri-
cal version. 

Oh, but that’s not all. NBC got
Taraji P. Henson and Harry
Connick Jr. for a live television pro-
duction in 2021. 

With music by Charles Strouse,
lyrics by Martin Charnin and a
book by Thomas Meehan, “Annie”
features some of the most well-
known tunes in popular culture,
with oft-parodied “Tomorrow” and
“It’s the Hard Knock Life” being
perhaps the best-known songs.  

Let’s sum this up: you know
“Annie.” You can’t avoid “Annie.”
“Annie” is as American as apple
pie. And now through Dec. 18, it’s
playing at the Dolby Theatre in
Hollywood. 

Annie’s an orphan in the 1930s.
Miss Hannigan runs a terrible,
drafty orphanage. Annie wants to
find her parents. Billionaire Oliver
Warbucks hosts an orphan for the
Christmas holiday (obviously
Annie). Falls for the adorable brat.
Miss Hannigan is not about that
life. There’s a stray dog named

Sandy. Oh, and F.D.R. is there? Yes,
the president. The New Deal presi-
dent is a fully-formed character
with his own showstoppers. 

Ok, so here’s the thing about ol’
“Annie.” Some people find it cloy-
ing. The ensemble of orphans sing a
lot. Some people aren’t into that
kind of thing. It is also unabashedly
sentimental. I mean, again, when
you use the then-president of the
United States as a kind of savior for
the entire plot, you’re going to drift
into saccharine. If you’re going to
see “Annie,” you should just know
that it’s unabashedly sentimental.
People just seem to love or hate
“Annie.” 

But, good God, is it entertaining.
I mean, “Annie” is a rollicking
good time. There’s a reason the
score is baked into popular culture.
Every single song is a banger. I’m
partial to “Easy Street,” which is
staged to great effect in this version.
Miss Hannigan is the sort of
hammy, intentionally over-the-top
part actors dream of, and Stefanie
Londino just goes for it. Burnett’s
film performance as Hannigan is
probably the one people will
always remember, but the great
thing about the role is that an
actress can go a million directions
with every line reading. Londino
makes a series of wonderful choic-
es and is easily the funniest part of
the show. 

“Annie,” of course, lives and dies
by Annie. The reason the play’s
naysayers exist typically comes
down to Annie. If played incorrect-
ly, the character can be sickly sweet.
She’s a sunny, optimistic child. She
finds the bright side in every plight.
You put that in the key of C, and it
can be… well, annoying. 

Ellie Pulsifer avoids this trap.
The score is demanding for any per-
former, and it requires the young
Annie to belt. I mean … she … has
… to … BELT out “Tomorrow.”
Pulsifer nails it. She brings down
the Dolby. Tears it apart. Rebuilds
it. Reopens it. Brings it down again.
She received a well-deserved stand-
ing ovation at curtain call. 

And, you know, I think I like
“Annie.” Somehow, when
Warbucks and the little tyke are
singing “I Don’t Need Anything
But You,” I felt this strange sensa-

tion deep in the heart Los Angeles
long ago rendered immobile. At
first the feeling was so foreign to
me; I couldn’t put a word to it.
What was this feeling? 

To be fair, it could’ve been sea-
sonal. I did just put up a Christmas
tree this weekend, and the holidays
always make me misty. But, by
George Bailey, I was touched. The
play was touching. 

And, truly, if I can be moved by a
show, then it is likely to move you,
too. 

For information and tickets to
“Annie,” visit broadwayinholly-
wood.com/events/detail/annie2022.
The Dolby Theatre is located at
6801 Hollywood Blvd.  

photo by Matthew Muprhy and Evan Zimmerman for MurphyMade 

Ellie Pulsifer as Annie, Christopher Swan as Daddy Warbucks and Addison
as Sandy star in “Annie,” playing through Dec. 18 at the Dolby Theatre. 

BY RANCE COLLINS                 

At the Larchmont Business Association Annual
Holiday Open House on Dec. 3, from 11:30
a.m.-5 p.m., shoppers can ride an open air trol-
ley and take photos with Santa while buying
their holiday gifts.  

“We are excited to bring back our annual
holiday shopping event in support of our fan-
tastic Larchmont businesses,” said David
Rhodes, owner and founder of Rhodes School of
Music and Chair of the LBA’s Holiday Open House
Committee.     

At Chevalier’s Books, 133 N. Larchmont Boulevard,
guests can enjoy the store’s holiday decorations and get
book recommendations from local authors.  

Get a free piece of jewelry with every purchase at
Shopaholics Sample Sales, 234 N. Larchmont
Boulevard, or stop by Rhodes School of Music at 215 N. Larchmont
Boulevard to take advantage of reduced rates. Enroll by Jan. 15 and save $80. 

Strike a pose with your furry friend in a photo booth and enjoy some of
John Duerler’s Texas Chili at Hancock Homes Realty, 501 N. Larchmont
Boulevard, and peruse holiday gifts at Landis Gifts and Stationery, 584 N.
Larchmont Boulevard, which is offering 10% off Stonewall Kitchen holiday
gift sets.  Tailwaggers at 147 N. Larchmont will transform its store into a win-
ter wonderland with real snow. Visit the booths of holiday elves who will be
handing out complimentary treats for all the fur babies.    

Visitors can get their photos taken with Santa at the Wilshire Rotary
Christmas Tree Lot from 1 p.m.-3 p.m., or pose with Santa Paws and Mrs.
Claws at Tailwaggers from 11 a.m.- 4p.m. 

Patrons can also gather at Tailwaggers for a toast of champagne as the
Bistro Lights turn on at 4:30 p.m.  For information, visit Larchmont.com. 

Celebrate the holidays with the
Larchmont Business Association 

At the Larchmont Business Association Annual
Holiday Open House on Dec. 3, from 11:30
a.m.-5 p.m., shoppers can ride an open air trol-
ley and take photos with Santa while buying

“We are excited to bring back our annual
-

tastic Larchmont businesses,” said David
Rhodes, owner and founder of Rhodes School of
Music and Chair of the LBA’s Holiday Open House

At Chevalier’s Books, 133 N. Larchmont Boulevard,
guests can enjoy the store’s holiday decorations and get

Get a free piece of jewelry with every purchase at
Shopaholics Sample Sales, 234 N. Larchmont

https://www.bhtota.org
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Confession: I’m 100% Scorpio-
American. My birthstone is sulfuric
acid. My patron saint is Jack
Daniel’s.

As such, never been someone
who gets things right the first time.
Since second grade, I’ve learned by
messing up.

So, who am I to give advice?
What do I know of a conventional
contented life? What do I know of
music, movies, art — though I feel
I have a pretty good grasp of the
common American sit-com. 

I live my life like a sit-com, in
22-minute increments, something
going haywire about 5 minutes in. I
always try to follow the standard
sit-com formula, a weirdly
Shakespearean progression where:

I have a problem
I try to fix the problem
Instead, I make the problem

worse.
Oddly, and drawing on some

deeply hidden skill set, I finally fix
the problem.

King Lear, right? The tragic hero.
Since second grade, this is how I’ve
lived my life. Trust me, it’s no way
to operate.

By the way, my late buddy
Rhymer, a terrific screenwriter,
came up with that comic progres-
sion for sit-coms. To this day, it’s a
lock. Try it.

Admittedly, I’m an odd fit for
L.A. I crave old houses with stairs
that creak, surrounded by freshwa-
ter lakes where you can slide a
canoe off the bank in search of the
mighty bluegill, once dubbed the
greatest American game fish
because, you know, everyone
always catches one. 

I mean, you could hook one in a
mud puddle. To a bluegill, every-
thing is bait. Spit. Old Band-Aids.
Bits of plum.

I grew up in Chicago, where I
learned English by listening to mar-
ble-mouthed mayors and coaches
who said dem and doze instead of
them and those. I learned about grit
and perseverance from watching da
Cubs and da Bears.

Is it any wonder that, to this day,
I have very little of either?

Now I’m an L.A. guy. Oops. No
lakes. No canoes. Lots of shopping
centers and crosswalks. I rather like
it out here, actually.

Every sunrise, a glorious walk.
Lately, I’ve been taking White Fang
to a nearby soccer field, where she
sniffs the stinky scents left by the
kids who play there on weekends
and thinks – momentarily at least –
how good they might taste on toast. 

Wolves, huh? No wonder they
get a bad rap. They never change
their cognitive behavior. They
struggle with impulse control. 

In short, wolves defy evolution.
In that way, they are very much like
me.

Ideally, though, I would like to
start an AYSO league expressly for
dogs, with uniforms, lots of running
around and post-game dog treats. 

White Fang likes when I describe
AYSO and its near-Marxist
approach to youth soccer – how
everybody plays, everybody gets a
trophy no matter what, blah-blah-
blah. To me at least, AYSO is the
only real example of pure Marxism
ever succeeding on a global level,
but it certainly does.

And the dogs would love it!
We’d organize the soccer league

by breed. The dachshunds, being
German and low on the ball, would
have an edge, but don’t rule out the
French and their poodles. Very
smart, the poodles. 

Each team would have a Team
Mom. Banners. Uniforms.

Eventually, if it took off, we’d
enter a World Cup team, and take
part in an endless global tourna-
ment that almost nobody under-
stands. Big money in those.
Sponsorships. Name, image and
likeness deals.

It’s a changing sports landscape.
Jump aboard. 

Seriously, I miss AYSO. I mean,
when I was coaching it, I didn’t like
it all that much – rushing home for
practices, the long seasons … my
socks were always a little wet. 

I was even a ref, so that on a
scorching Southern California
afternoon I could go out on the

“the pitch” and be screamed at in
15 different languages. 

OFFSIDE, REF! OFFSIDE!!!!! 
L.A. is such a melting pot. Love

it. Not every butterfly should look
the same. Just note that, at any
given point, on any given SoCal
freeway, there are motorists who
learned to drive in 50 different
nations, all cruising along together
at 3 mph, happy.

Los Angeles defies every law of
physics, every conventional wis-
dom. Which is why I love it. Plus
the food.

Anyway, I do miss AYSO. I
always have to remember that at
this time of year as I complain
about staging these elaborate and
exhausting tailgate parties with my
buddies Miller, Bittner, Jeff, Gary,
Liz, Verge, etc. 

In those cases, I apply the same
principles I picked up in AYSO:
Everybody plays, everybody gets a
trophy.

And I know, after retiring from
AYSO, that sometimes you don’t
appreciate things till they’re over.
Hence, I continue these Rose Bowl
tailgates, even though they wipe

me out.
Life exhausts us. It’s one way to

know we’re alive.
Great, isn’t it?
OK, maybe sometimes. 

Email the columnist at
Letters@ChrisErskineLA. 

For books, t-shirts and past
columns, please got to
ChrisErskineLA.com.

I really miss AYSO. Seriously.

E DELIVERY THROUGHOUT LOS ANGELES

(818) 928-1141
E emilyjilgco.com  

E bloomsbyemilyjilgco.com

ORDER NOW FOR THE HOLIDAYS

E FLORAL DESIGN  

E CURATED GIFTS  

E BOUTIQUE SPICES

by  
Chris  
Erskine

photo by Chris Erskine

My daughter Rapunzel loved youth soccer. Well, at least I did.

https://emilyjilgco.com
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Holiday ham & turkey Feast
Bourbon & Brown Sugar Honey 

Glazed Ham with Pineapple Chutney 
Or Roasted Turkey  

and all the Trimmings 
Dine-In or Carry Out 

Large Ham or Turkey  (serves 8-10pp) 
$269.00 Includes 2 Pies 

Small Ham or Turkey  (serves 4-6pp) 
$198.00 Includes 1 Pie 
Plated Dinner $29.98 

Child’s Plate  $17.98 (3-11yrs)

PRE-ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY PIES TODAY 
Cherry, Blueberry, Pumpkin, Peach, 

Boysenberry, Apple, Raspberry and Pecan  
Fruit pies $15.25 • Cream pies $16.25  

Specialty pies $16.50 

Dinner includes: 
butternut squash soup,  

homemade mashed potatoes 
glaszed carrotts, green beans amandine,   

sweet potatoes with marshmellows,   
cranberry sauce, dinner rolls and 

Du-Par’s Fruit Pie

Open Christmas Day &  
New Years Day 

(323) 933-8446  
(323) 933-8447  

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

6333 W. 3rd St. 
at the  

Farmers Market order online: dupars.net/Store/ 

Israeli group promotes unity at first L.A. performance
n Koolulam to take a capella experience to Saban Theatre   

When Ben Yaffet takes the stage
at the Saban Theatre on Dec. 15, he
will be filled with anticipation.  

Yaffet is co-founder and musical
director of Koolulam, an Israeli
music act that teaches audiences
how to sing a capella renditions of
popular songs, breaking down social
divisions and fostering togetherness
along the way.   

Though Yaffet is the “conductor,”
he takes his cues from the crowd. No
two are the same, making each
Koolulam performance unpre-
dictable, which is exactly what
makes them special, he said.  

“We’re so excited to come to L.A.

because this is going to be our first
time there. And every place [has] its
own people and its own vibes, its
own energy,” Yaffet said.   

A Koolulam event begins with a
warm up to get the participants
acquainted before they are split into
baritone, alto and soprano sections,
Yaffet said. Then they begin to prac-
tice, a collaborative experience that
takes between 30 and 40 minutes,
with Yaffet leading from the stage
while participants in the crowd help
each other master the melodies and
the lyrics, Yaffet said.   

Live instrumentalists and D.J.s
provide backing music, and neon
lights wash over the faces of the
crowd as they sing, many of them

swaying in place or hugging family
members, sheet music in hand.
Yaffet does not push back if the
crowd takes the song in a direction
he did not intend.  

“The conductor is not the main
thing. The music even is not the
main thing. It’s the connection and
the responsibility that we are taking
together,” Yaffet said.   

Prior to Koolulam, Yaffet founded
VocaTikvah, an organization that
used singing to empower youth from
Tel Aviv’s working class Hatikvah
neighborhood. After a VocaTikvah
show, Yaffet was approached by
filmmaker Or Taicher, who said that
he was inspired by the performance
and wanted to be involved. 

Taicher became the artistic direc-
tor, and Michal Schneiderman
became CEO of Koolulam. Though
none had previously known each
other, they quickly gelled, and with-
in seven months Yaffet began lead-
ing thousands of people in song.   

“It seems like the stars made us
meet,” Yaffet said.   

Since then, more than 350,000
people have participated in 250
Koolulam events around the world.   

Koolulam uses its performances
to advocate for specific causes.
While promoting breast cancer
awareness, Koolulam led a perfor-
mance of “Let’s Get Loud” by
Jennifer Lopez. Their performance
caught Lopez’s eye, and she used
some of Koolulam’s musical
arrangements during her 2020
Superbowl Halftime Performance
with Shakira, Yaffet said.   

He calls Koolulam a “social-

musical initiative,” a space where
people from all backgrounds come
together, sing and create music.   

During a performance in 2018,
approximately 3,000 Israeli Jews
and Muslims converged in the port
city of Haifa to learn and perform
“One Day” by Matisyahu, an
American Jewish artist who infuses
rap and rock with Jewish spirituality.   

The following year, UNESCO
selected Koolulam’s rendition of
“One Day” for broadcast on over
2,000 radio stations during World
Radio Day. 

“We feel like music is the interna-
tional language. People from all
over can understand and feel

through music, no matter the lan-
guage of their mother tongues,”
Yaffet said.    

Yaffet recounted a recent concert
in France, where he opened the per-
formance by telling the crowd he
didn’t know how to speak their lan-
guage. Even though most of the
crowd couldn’t understand what he
was saying, he was able to lead
them. Within 30 minutes, everyone
knew their part, he said.    

“In that moment, I understood
again, no matter where you are,
what language you speak, this is a
way to connect people,” he said.   

For tickets, visit
teev.com/show/koolulam-live-in-la.

BY JOEY WALDINGER                

photo courtesy of Koolulam  

Israeli “social musical-initiative” Koolulam, which has been recognized
for fostering harmony around the world, is playing its first show in L.A. on
Dec. 15.

photo by Gary Twinn

In a must-win, the U.S. beat Iran on Tuesday, advancing to the round of
16 in the World Cup. The USMNT next takes on the Netherlands on
Saturday. Catch all the action at the Market Tavern at the Farmers Market,
Third and Fairfax. Games start at 11 a.m. pouring special $5 lager.  

Speaking of soccer, let’s GOOOO!

http://dupars.net/Store/
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Prime Rib
All Natural, Hormone & Antibiotic Free 

“The Best Prime Rib You’ll Ever Eat”

Colorado  
Leg of Lamb 

Bone-in or Butterflied

SPECIAL OF THE WEEK!  
Skirt Steak $15.98 per lb 

Great for BBQ & Carne Asada • expires 12/7/2022

6333 W. Third St. 
In The Original 
Farmers Market 
 323.938.5131  
marcondas.com 

Order Now  
for the   

Holidays

Holiday Tamales at
Gracias Madre 

Starting Dec. 5, Chef Diana at
Gracias Madre is making sweet

and savory vegan and non-vegan
Christmas tamales. Bring home a
dozen red smoked Jackfruit Birria
with Salsa Guajillo tamales for $54.
She is also making green roasted
butternut squash with chipotle kale
and salsa tamales for $54 a dozen.
Four-packs of batched tequila,
mezcal margaritas or Paloma cock-
tails are available to go. Other hol-
iday items include roasted yams
and mushroom gravy, masple
glazed carrots, pesto Brussels
sprouts, braised beans and kale,
and red pozole soup. Pre-order by
Dec. 20 on the website. For those
plant-based lovers looking to get
creative in the kitchen, the newly-
released Gracias Madre’s cook-
book is available as a holiday gift.
graciasmadre.com. 8905 Melrose
Ave., (323)978-2170.

Cafe Gratitude 
holiday cookie kits,
pies and sides

Celebrate with family and
friends at home with a plant-

based holiday meal. Take the stress
out of cooking by pre-ordering Cafe
Gratitude’s plant-offerings starting
Dec. 5 on their website. The last
day to order holiday pumpkin pie,
chocolate coconut cream or baked
apple pies is Tuesday, Dec. 20. Side
dishes prices start at $20. Guests
will receive a $25 bonus card when
purchasing a $100 Café Gratitude
gift card online or in-store. Starting
Dec. 7, Cafe Gratitude is selling
DIY Holiday Gingerbread Cookie
Kits. These plant-based and gluten-
free kits are made with the highest
quality ingredients and 100%
organic products. They are free of
artificial colorings and shortening
using beet juice and matcha pow-
der, priced at $35.

cafegratitude.com/pages/larch-
mont. 639 N. Larchmont Blvd.,
(310)580-6383 and 300 S. Santa De
Ave., (213)929-5580.

Waldorf Astoria
Nutcracker Tea
Inspired by The LA Ballet perfor-

mance of “The Nutcracker,” the
Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills is
offering its annual holiday after-
noon tea experience in the Lobby
Lounge. Each weekend from Dec.
3rd to 18th, the afternoon tea will
feature a menu of seasonal delights
using favorite holiday ingredients.
Sip from a choice of TeaLeaves tea
or champagne. Guests will also
enjoy listening to a live classical
harpist to set the ambiance. Prices
start at $70 for tea by TeaLeaves
and $95 for a champagne experi-
ence. Seatings are Saturdays and
Sundays from 12 to 3 p.m. 9850
Wilshire Blvd.,(310)860-6666.

LA3C festival in Los
Angeles
On Dec. 10 and Dec. 11, the Los

Angeles Historic Park is host-

A portion of proceeds from La Peer Hotel’s Dec. 4 pop-up market will
go to Paw Works, a non-profit animal “No Kill” rescue organization.

photo courtesy of La Peer Hotel

On Sunday, Dec. 4 from 12
p.m. to 5 p.m., La Peer Hotel

is hosting a roster of small busi-
nesses, artisans and designers
selling jewelry, fashion health,
wellness and pet products. A por-
tion of the market’s proceeds will
go to Paw Works, a non-profit
animal “No Kill” rescue organiza-
tion. They will be hosting a pet
adoption at the event, and guests
will have the opportunity to have
their own furry friends pho-
tographed. The event will also
feature gift wrapping services,

sweet treats, food trucks, unique
art, a pet lounge and a live DJ.
Additionally, there is a Giving
Tuesday opportunity through
Sunday, Dec. 4. Paw Works has
partnered with The Kenrose
Kitchen Table Foundation, which
will provide a match grant of up
to $50,000 for money raised for
Paw Works. The animal rescue
has saved over 13,000 animals.
Proceeds raised at La Peer Hotel’s
Holiday Gift Bazaar will count
towards this match grant. 627 N.
La Peer Drive, (213)296-3038.  

Holiday Gift Bazaar at La Peer Hotel

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
https://marcondas.com
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Order Now for the 
Holidays!

      USDA Dry Aged Beef
Cut to order - Tomahawk Bone-in Ribeye • Porterhouse  

T-Bone • Bone-in New York • Bone-in Ribeye            

Harris Ranch All Natural Prime Beef • Colorado Lamb  

Japanese Wagyu Beef

At the Original Farmers Market • 6333 W. 3rd St. #350 

(323) 938-5383 • huntingtonmeats.com

Prime Rib, Crown Roast of Pork,  

Whole Filet Mignon, Kruse Whole or Half Hams,  

Kurobuta Berkshire Pork, Suckling Pigs,  

& Our Famous Porchetta Roasts

ing a two-day food, music and art
festival celebrating the rich culture
and creativity in Los Angeles. This
event aims to connect people and
communities through inspiring
food from Gogo’s Tacos, Mexican
Cena Vegan, artisan boba from Lil’
Bobacita, authentic dim sum from
All Dat Dim Sum, authentic spe-
cialty coffee rooted in Mexico and
crafted in L.A. from Tepito Coffee.
Attendees can make the rounds
through some of L.A.’s most
acclaimed food trucks like Ridges
Churro Bar, The Middle Feast, The
Berlin Truck and Bulgogi Grill
Truck. Plus, attendees can enjoy
national favorites like New York’s
own Prince Street Pizza and a spe-
cial Frites Truck presented by Stella
Artois. Exclusive music headliners
include Megan Thee Stallion,
Snoop Dogg, Maluma and
Seventeen. Tickets to LA3C start at
$179. la3c.com. 

Enchanted Forest of
Light

Enchanted Forest of Light at
Descanso Gardens is an inter-

active, nighttime experience featur-
ing a one mile walk through unique

lighting experiences. Popular
installations include an entire town
of magical “stained glass” creations
built in the Rose Garden by con-
temporary sculptor Tom Fruin; and
sparkling geometric installations
from HYBYCOZO on the Main
Lawn. The beloved Flower Power
is on the Promenade, and exquisite
lighting effects in the Ancient
Forest. Open now through Jan. 8,
tickets are available from 5:30 to 10
p.m., and must be purchased in
advance. Tickets will not be sold
on-site. 1418 Descanso Drive,
(818)949-4200.

Holidays at
Universal Studios
Hollywood

Come enjoy holiday inspired
cookies, funnel cakes and cup-

cakes at Universal Studios
Hollywood. As night falls on the
snowy town, Hogwarts Castle,
“The Magic of Christmas at
Hogwarts Castle,” offers an
impressive light projection show
with stunning imagery, animation
and music from the Harry Potter
film series. Sip holiday-themed

fare including hot butterbeer at
Three Broomsticks. Meet and
greets with The Grinch, his dog
Max and a roster for Who-ville
Whos near the topsy-turvey
Grinchmas tree. It twists and turns
at over 65 feet in height. Nightly
tree lighting ceremonies at
Grinchmas begin at 5:30 p.m.
Afterwards there is a snowfall flur-
ry falling down on guests. univer-
salstudioshollywood.com/web/en/
us. 100 Universal City Plaza,
(800)864-8377.

Lightscape opens
for the holidays

The internationally acclaimed
Lightscape is back in the

greater Los Angeles area with a
laser garden, Winter Cathedral and
15 other new displays. Take a walk
through the Los Angeles County
Arboretum on select dates through
Sunday, Jan 8. The L.A. Arboretum
produces Lightscape in association
with Sony Music, and is creatively
produced by Culture Creative.
Purchase tickets at
arboretum.org/lightscape-2022/.
301 N. Baldwin Ave., (626)821-
3222.

The Peninsula Beverly Hills is hosting a holiday Afternoon Tea all
December.

photo courtesy of The Peninsula Beverly Hills

Throughout the entire month
of December, Peninsula

Beverly Hills is hosting a festive
holiday Afternoon Tea for $135
per person. Supporting The
Peninsula Hotels’ ethos of help-
ing those in need, the hotel is

partnering with Easter Seals of
Southern California. Proceeds
from the tea will go directly to
fund programs and services for
children with autism. 9882 S.
Santa Monica Blvd., (310)551-
2888. 

Peninsula Beverly Hills holiday tea

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://huntingtonmeats.com
https://markettavernla.com


18  December 1, 2022 Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Original Farmers Market  
6333 W. 3rd St. #350 

(323) 938-5383 • huntingtonmeats.com

Still need 300 pairs!  
Donate to a good cause!

In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax 

(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Includes 1 pancake , 1egg, 
 sausage or bacon  

Visit with Santa & favors!

Dec. 11, 18, 25
11am-1pm 

Holiday Music & Crafts!

$14.95
per child

Calling all cookie bakers
The Beverly Hills Farmers’

Market will hold a Holiday Craft
Fair and Cookie Baking Contest on
Friday, Dec. 11, from 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
The city is calling on amateur bak-
ers to use their favorite cookie
recipes and enter the contest by vis-
iting beverlyhills.org/cookiecon-
test.

The Beverly Hills Farmers’
Market will also host local artisans
selling jewelry, essential oils, cloth-
ing, pottery, florals, candles and
gifts, in addition to the 50-plus reg-
ular vendors offering fresh produce
and specialty items. Vendors
expected at the Holiday Craft Fair
include Vavera Boutique, offering

handmade candles, accessories and
vintage clothing; Sistah Iz Stitchery,
selling handmade goods, tea towels
and pouches; Mimi’s Handcrafted
Goods, a purveyor of soy candles,
diffusers and self-care bath and
body products; and L8Bloomers,
offering succulent plant designs.
Also participating will be Unique
Orchid Creations, selling hand-
carved wood vessels for orchid
plantings; Linka Jewelry, offering
handmade jewelry; Gerrianas
Kandles, offering luxury healing gel
candles; and Stress Pop Slime, sell-
ing sensory toys for kids and adults.
Green Phoenix Relics, offering
handcrafted gifts and art; Smitchey
Art, offering ceramics gifts; and
ALT Studios, specializing in bean
bags, backpacks and tote bags, will
be present at the market.

The special day will also fight
hunger and food insecurity. The
Beverly Hills Teen Advisory
Committee and Food for the Future
will hold a canned and boxed foods
drive, with all donations going to
local food banks.

The Beverly Hills Farmers’
Market is held every Sunday at
9300 Block Civic Center Drive. For
information visit beverlyhills.org/
farmersmarket and beverlyhills.org
/holidaycraftfair.Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

Prosperity Market pops-up at
Third and Fairfax on Dec. 3

The Original Farmers Market
will welcome Prosperity Market
to Third and Fairfax on Saturday,
Dec. 3, from 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Founded by makeup and fash-
ion industry veterans Carmen
Dianne and Kara Still, Prosperity
Market is a mobile farmers market
with Black farmers, food produc-
ers, entrepreneurs, artists, florists
and chefs. The innovative market
was founded to address food inse-
curity and economic instability

within the Black community amid
the pandemic and social unrest in
2020. Prosperity Market is held as
a pop-up several times a month
around Los Angeles.

More than one dozen vendors
will sell produce, granola, coffee,
sauces and spices at the Prosperity
Market. A DJ and children’s craft
station will be available.

The Original Farmers Market is
located at 6333 W. Third St. For infor-
mation, visit farmersmarketla .com.

The Prosperity Market includes Black farmers, food producers, entre-
preneurs, artists, florists and chefs.

photo courtesy of the Original Farmers Market

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
http://huntingtonmeats.com
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5969 Melrose Ave. • (corner of Wilcox) • (323)467-7124

10% off all merchandise in the store 
with this coupon! • exp 12/31/22

 discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

All the Decorations 
you need to make 

your 8 Days 
Memorable!

Party Paper Goods, Decorations, Garland,  
Yard Lights, Christmas Lights, Plastic Yard Decorations, 

Santa Hats & Stockings, Balloons, Giftwrap, Bows, 
Ribbons, Centerpieces, Banners & More!

Make Your Holidays  
Merry & Bright!

Ring in the  
New Year  
in style!

Party Favors, Horns,  
Hats & More!

Support Small Business! 
 Thank you for your patronage!

By Jill Weinlein

Sunset Hour at Bar Nineteen 12
“Guests are entitled to the best

of everything, regardless of cost,”
said Margaret Anderson, the origi-
nal founder of The Beverly Hills
Hotel. We discovered this to be
true at Bar Nineteen 12. After
being closed for over two years,
the hotel transformed the venue’s
outdoor terrace into an airy, gar-
den-inspired space. 

Named after the year 1912,
when the hotel opened in Beverly
Hills, Bar Nineteen 12 offers a cre-
ative cocktail menu named for the
neighborhoods surrounding
Beverly Hills. 

This is where you bring a special
person in your life or take out-of-
town guests to sit outside on the
terrace for one of the most quintes-
sential sunsets in Los Angeles.
Looking west the views include a
skyline of towering palm trees and
a peek of the hotel’s iconic pool
and cabanas. 

The gorgeous lavender-colored
cocktail named Pacific Palisades
came in a large balloon wine glass
with beautiful flowers on the out-
side. The cocktail is light and
achieves its purple color from
Butterfly Pea Blossom Tea. It’s
topped with a splash of a G.H.
Mumm Grand Cordon
Champagne, Italicus liqueur offer-
ing bergamot and citron notes and
Elderflower. Beautiful and edible
deep purple and white miniature
pansies cascade down the glass.

The talented mixologists also
make a cocktail named Benedict
Canyon that is made with rye and
cognac, and a Beverly Crest made
with Scotch and Cointreau. The

Hollywood is a refreshing and cit-
rusy Grey Goose vodka drink.

Sparkling wines include Paco &
Lola, Brut Cava from Spain and
my favorite Schramsberg, Brut
Rosé from California. They also
offer actress Cameron Diaz and
Katherine Power’s Avaline organic
red and white wines, plus an array
of French, South American and
Napa Valley varietals.

A rolling cart offers selections of
domestic and international
cheeses. We selected three to go
with our drinks; a yellow
Shropshire cow cheese from
England, Dado cow cheese from
Tuscany, Italy, and 30-month-aged
Comté from France. Cheeses are
served with accouterments that
include roasted nuts and dried
fruits.

Executive chef Pedro Contreras
crafts the best California products
into culinary delights. Having
spent over 20 years curating the
menus at some of the finest restau-
rants in the world, Contreras’ pas-
sion for food began as a young
child. Every weekend his family
would select and cook a new
recipe together. This love of creat-
ing innovative dishes and menus
led him to become one of the most
dedicated culinary experts for
world-class cuisine.

Contreas’ food menu at Bar
Nineteen 12 is limited, however
each dish is spectacular in appear-
ance and flavor. We started with
shishito peppers glazed with a
smoking chili aioli and an ahi tuna
tostada. The crispy corn tortilla
shell was topped with chunky avo-

cado spread and a generous
amount of slightly spicy ahi tuna
cubes glistening with ponzu. It
was topped with crisp lemon and
peppery flavored cilantro, and a
sprinkling of sesame seeds and
nori. 

Live it up and order the exquis-
ite A5 Wagyu Tataki. It’s one of
the best beef dishes you will ever
taste. Even though it arrives with
just four perfect small slices, the
beef is tender, flavorful and very
satisfying. It comes with a truffle
citrus sauce for dipping, however,
I thought the wagyu was perfect
alone.

We also ordered the most deca-
dent grilled cheese sandwich in
Beverly Hills. On a beautiful floral
China plate were four triangles of
crunchy grilled sourdough bread
with flavorful melted aged white
cheddar cheese. Contreras shaves
fresh truffle on top to give each
sandwich an ethereal earthiness,
offering slightly nutty, sweet and
savory black olive notes.

After our meal and cocktails, we
walked inside the lounge to admire
the rotating art exhibition. The

The lavender colored Pacific Palisades cocktail is pretty, light and
refreshing.

photo by Jill Weinlein

night we visited there were pho-
tographs from James R. Hedges IV
Collection of Andy Warhol
Photography.

This is the time to toast to the
holidays, see the beautiful decora-
tions around the Beverly Hills

Hotel and take in the festive views
at Bar Nineteen 12. Open Tuesday
through Sunday from 3 to 11 p.m.
On Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday
there is live music starting at 6
p.m. $$$ 9641 Sunset Blvd.,
(310)273-1912. 

http://dupars.net/Store/
http://www.vineamericanparty.com
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A portion of proceeds from La Peer Hotel’s Dec. 4 pop-up market will
go to Paw Works, a non-profit animal “No Kill” rescue organization.

photo courtesy of La Peer Hotel

Love and beauty pops up at
Melrose Trading Post

Unilever’s vegan haircare
brand, Love Beauty and Planet, is
hosting #LBPMarket at Melrose
Trading Post – a pop-up experi-
ence that will immerse guests in
the world of Love Beauty and
Planet haircare while supporting
the local farmers and artisans at
Melrose Trading Post Market.
#LBPMarket guests can enjoy free
vegan beverages the Whole Latte
Love coffee bar and receive free
hair care goodies including sam-
ples of Love Beauty and Planet
shampoo and conditioner and
locally designed hair accessories
from Odd Flower Creations, a sus-
tainable, female-founded brand.   

Love Beauty and Planet was
founded on the belief that small
acts add up to a big impact for the

planet. With products for nour-
ished hair and glowing skin avail-
able in over 45 markets, the orga-
nization consider the planet in
everything it does. From packag-
ing made with post-consumer
recycled plastic, to committing to
net zero emissions, using
biodegradable ingredients in our
all of its formulas and making
100% of its packaging recyclable,
compostable or refillable by 2030,
Love Beauty and Planet believes
that looking good and doing good
should go hand-in-hand. For infor-
mation, visit lovebeautyandplan-
et.com .

The Melrose Trading Post is
7850 Melrose Ave, booths B85
and B84. The post is open Sunday,
Dec. 4 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Cathedral Chapel celebrates 95th anniversary
Cathedral Chapel Parish will

hold its 95th Anniversary and
Christmas Fundraiser Gala on
Saturday, Dec. 17, beginning at 5
p.m. at the Wilshire Country Club,
301 N. Rossmore Ave. The gala
includes music, dancing and a raf-
fle. Cathedral Chapel School prin-
cipal Tina Kipp will be honored
with the Parish Lifetime
Achievement Award. Kipp has ded-
icated 50 years of life to Catholic
education, serving as principal of
Cathedral Chapel School since
2003. On Sept. 3, 2017, Kipp was
awarded the Pro Ecclesia et
Pontifice on behalf of Pope Francis
for her tireless commitment to the
Catholic Church. Known as the
“Cross of Honor,” it is the highest
medal awarded to lay people by the
Papacy.

For the 2022-23 school year,
Kipp is serving as co-principal with
her successor, Donielle Mitchell.
Kipp will retire in June 2023 and
Mitchell will become principal of
Cathedral Chapel School. 

Prior to her administrative role,
Mitchell served as the junior high
math and science teacher, as well as

the vice principal, of Cathedral
Chapel School. She has an exten-
sive background in science and
education.

On Dec. 25, Cathedral Chapel of
St. Vibiana will celebrate its 95th
year of faith, education and service
to the community, with its newly
installed pastor, Father Doan Pham.
He follows only four pastors at the
church with long tenures:
Monsignor James Dolan (1938-71),
Father Earl Walker (1972-98),
Father Charles Schwehr (1998-
2007), and Father Truc Nguyen
(2007-22).

Cathedral Chapel of St. Vibiana
has a long history. The parish was
built in 1927 and has undergone
four major renovations. In 1935,
the city extended La Brea Avenue
and the church was gently lowered
to its present level. Another notable
earlier renovation was a modern-
ization of the interior, starting with
a new wood carved design from
Italy over the main altar. The pews
were removed and replaced with
light colored oak benches and
kneelers.

Since the church was established,

members of the parish have contin-
ued to enrich and beautify it with
many artistic symbols not always
noticed by visitors. The painting of
Our Lady of the Assumption, which
is now housed in the Rectory, is by
Bartolomé Esteban Murillo. The
south side of the church has a beau-
tiful mosaic of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help imported from Italy.
The pipe organ was considered one
of the finest in the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles, and the stained-glass
windows were designed and creat-
ed by the late artist Isabel Piczek.
Among the most recent acquisition
were the 12 Stations of the Cross
from St. John Vianney Chapel at
the former Daniel Murphy High
School on Third Street.

Tickets to Cathedral Chapel’s
95th Anniversary and Christmas
Fundraiser Gala are $95. Doors
open at 5 p.m., followed by cock-
tails and dinner at 6:45 p.m. The top
raffle prize is a travel certificate to
Chile/Patagonia in November
2023, donated by Karla Mazariego,
of LatinEscapes. For information,
visit cathedralchapel.org/2022
christmas.

St. Ambrose turns 100
Nov. 26 marked the 100-year

anniversary of the first ever mass
held by St. Ambrose Catholic
Church, which was original locat-
ed at the Oriental Theatre on
Sunset Blvd. The church is now

located at 1281 N. Fairfax Ave.
West Hollywood City
Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath
presented Father Dennis Marrell
with a proclamation commemo-
rating the anniversary.

photo courtesy of St. Ambrose Catholic Church

Angel City brings the ‘merry’ back

“The More the Merrier,” a holiday-themed show by the Angel City
Chorale, will be performed on Dec. 3 and 4.

photo courtesy of Angel City Chorale

“America’s Got Talent’s” Golden
Buzzer-winning vocal sensation
and Los Angeles’ premier commu-

nity choir Angel City Chorale
announced their 29th annual holi-
day concert, “The More the

Merrier,” at UCLA’s Royce Hall.
The concert will take place on
Saturday, Dec. 3 and Sunday, Dec.
4 with a selection of beautiful and
celebratory numbers, led by artistic
director, Sue Fink, that are sure to
bring joy to the heart of even the
most diehard Grinch.  

Accompanied by the ACC
orchestra, Fink leads the 160-
voice ensemble as they sing peren-
nial favorites wrapped in shiny
new arrangements, like the
beloved “Carol of the Bells,” the
English carol “Wassail” and a
stunning Native Peoples-inspired
arrangement of “The Huron
Carol,” as well as gospel rendi-
tions of “Go Tell It on the
Mountain” and “Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing.” Chanukah celebra-
tors will love the traditional “Mi
Y’malel” and the hilarious and
rousing “Chanukah in Santa
Monica.”

“We are on a mission to bring

the ‘merry’ back into our holidays
with more togetherness, more fun,
more hope and more joy with this
festive family friendly concert
event,” Fink said. “This year we
have a lot to celebrate as the Angel
City Chorale heads into our 30th
year together.”

The Angel City Youth Chorale,
in partnership with the Boys &
Girls Clubs of Santa Monica,
Venice and Burbank along with the
Walgrove School, will perform
their own songs, “Let There Be

Peace and Happy Holidays,” a
message of more goodwill through
the eyes of the next generation.

The concert will take place on
Saturday, Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. and
Sunday, Dec. 4 at 3 p.m. at UCLA’s
Royce Hall. The Sunday afternoon
performance will also be live
streamed. Tickets are available
from $25 - $110; to purchase tickets
and donate to Angel City Chorale’s
“The More the Merrier,” visit
angelcitychorale.org/merrier or
roycehall.org.

https://www.immaculateheart.org


Beverly Press/Park Labrea News 21  December 1, 2022

Exhibit explores history of Afro-Atlantic cultures

Aaron Douglas’ “Into Bondage” (1936), from the National Gallery of Art,
Washington, D.C., Corcoran Collection, is included in the exhibit at
LACMA.

photo © 2022 Heirs of Aaron Douglas/Licensed by VAGA at Artists Rights Society (ARS), NY

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art presents “Afro-
Atlantic Histories,” an exhibition
that charts the transatlantic slave
trade and its legacies in the African
diaspora running from Friday, Dec.
11, through Sunday, Sept. 10, 2023.

Through a series of dialogues
across time, “Afro-Atlantic
Histories” features artworks pro-
duced in Africa, Europe and the
Americas during the last four cen-
turies to reexamine – from a global
perspective – histories and stories
of enslavement, resilience and the
struggle for liberation. The exhibi-
tion comprises over 100 artworks
and objects from the 17th to 21st
centuries, expressing and analyzing
Africa, the Americas, the Caribbean
and Europe, and exploring the
diverse visual cultures of the Afro-
Atlantic, a place marked by the
transatlantic slave trade and its bru-
tal, forced movement of African
peoples across the Atlantic Ocean.

Also called the Black Atlantic, a
term coined by historian Paul
Gilroy, it is a geographic area lack-
ing precise borders, where the vast
culture of the African diaspora was
disseminated, sometimes merging
with and transforming other cul-
tures. 

“Afro-Atlantic Histories” juxta-

poses works to present evolving
perspectives across time and geog-
raphy through paintings, drawings,
prints, sculptures, photographs,
time-based media and ephemera.
The art ranges from historical paint-
ings by Frans Post and Edouard
Antoine Renard to contemporary
works by Kerry James Marshall,
Alison Saar, Hank Willis Thomas
and Kara Walker.

LACMA’s exhibition is co-curat-
ed by Rita Gonzalez, the Terri and
Michael Smooke Curator and
department head of Contemporary
Art, and Jose Luis Blondet, curator
of special Initiatives, Contemporary
Art.

“It is an honor to partner with the
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, the
Museu de Arte de Sao Paulo and
the National Gallery of Art to bring
this momentous exhibition to the
West Coast,” LACMA CEO and
Wallis Annenberg Director Michael
Govan said. “The many stories and
perspectives explored in ‘Afro-
Atlantic Histories’ are crucial to our
understanding of the African dias-
pora's resilience, creativity and
power. Several additions to the Los
Angeles presentation are drawn
from LACMA’s strong collection
of art by Black artists.”

“Afro-Atlantic Histories” in dis-

played in six thematic sections that
explore varied narratives, encour-
aging new connections between
historical and contemporary works
and raising questions that inspire
viewers to reconsider Afro-Atlantic
histories.

The first section, Maps and
Margins, focuses on the passage
between Africa and the Americas
and how artists have represented
and reinterpreted histories. The
terror of the slave system and
struggles for freedom are the focus
of Enslavement and Emancipation,
a section with paintings by
European artists who illustrate
conditions of captivity and docu-
ments recording the sale of
enslaved people, as well as works
by contemporary artists who incor-
porate historic images of slavery in
their practice.

The Everyday Lives section dis-
plays images of daily life in Africa,
the Caribbean and the Americas,
from the 17th century to the pre-
sent, reflecting moments of labor
and leisure in Black communities.
Rites and Rhythms includes depic-
tions of various types of music and
dance as well as festivals, cere-
monies and rituals. The Portraits
section presents portraits of Black
individuals from the 17th century

through the present in a wide range
of media. The final section,
Resistance and Activism, takes its
cue from histories of the pursuit of
self-determination. Works on view
reflect visual protest strategies in
demonstrations, banners,

textile,and performances that have
circulated throughout the Black
Atlantic and played a central role in
activism.

LACMA is located at 5905
Wilshire Blvd. For information visit
lacma.org.

‘Difficult Grace’ premieres at UCLA
UCLA’s Center for the Art of

Performance presents the West
Coast premiere of Seth Parker
Woods’ “Difficult Grace” on
Sunday, Dec. 4 at 7 p.m. in The
Glorya Kaufman Dance Theater. 

An evocative, theatrical and
genre-bending collaboration with
dancer Roderick George, “Difficult
Grace” is a multimedia concert tour
de force conceived by and featuring
Woods in the triple role of cellist,
narrator/guide and movement artist,
performing music written for and
with Woods by Freida Abtan,
Monty Adkins, Fredrick Gifford,

Nathalie Joachim and Pierre
Alexandre Tremblay. 

Heightened by film, spoken text,
dance and visual artwork by Jacob
Lawrence, Barbara Earl Thomas,
Zoë McLean and Freida Abtan,
“Difficult Grace” is a semi-autobio-
graphical exploration of identity;
past/present histories and personal
growth that draws inspiration from
the Great Migration; the historic
newspaper, The Chicago Defender;
immigration; and the poetry of
Kemi Alabi and Dudley Randall.

“Difficult Grace” is commis-
sioned for Woods by the 92nd

Street Y with the generous support
of Elizabeth and Justus Schlichting,
and co-commissioned by the Harris
Theater, UCLA’s Center for the Art
of Performance and The Hopkins

Center for the Arts at Dartmouth.
Funds provided by the Doris Duke
Charitable Foundation Endowment
Fund.

The CAP UCLA 2022-23
fall/winter programs will continue
on Saturday, Jan. 21 with the
American premiere of Israel

Galván & Niño de Elche’s “Mellizo
Doble.”

Tickets start at $49 are available
now at cap.ucla.edu or by calling
(310)825-2101 and the UCLA
Central Ticket Office. The Glorya
Kaufman Dance Theater is located
at 150 Kaufman Hall.

‘Difficult Grace’ features Seth Parker Woods performing the cello, as well
as serving as the piece’s narrator and a movement artist.

photo by Dahlia Katz

Film Festival recognizes
Sephardic filmmakers

The 15th annual L.A. Sephardic
Film Festival benefited programs
of the Sephardic Educational
Center. The opening night gala
was held on Nov. 1 at Paramount
Studios and included dinner, a
silent auction, award ceremony
and feature film screening.
Additional screenings were held at
the Lumiere Music Hall Theater,
9036 Wilshire Blvd., in Beverly
Hills. The film festival highlighted
Sephardic communities in
Morocco, India, Israel, Iraq,
Bulgaria and Rhodes. For infor-
mation, visit sephardicfilmfest
.com.

The Cinema Sepharad Award was
presented to Shaun Toub and the
Apple+ Series “Tehran,” which is in
its third season.

photo courtesy of the Sephardic Educational Center

https://www.pilgrim-school.org
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Thirteen December releases to avoid holiday fatigue

Daniel Craig is a standout in “The Glass Onion.”
photo courtesy of Netflix

The holiday season invites some
pretty sappy entertainment. If that’s
your thing, rock on. But if you want
something different, plenty of films
and series premiere soon, and here
are 13 palate cleansers, both the
critical hopefuls and escapist
options.

“Willow,” Disney+
The new series picks up long

after the events of the 1988 film,
featuring a whole new adventure.
The nostalgic appeal will certainly
be high. And Warwick Davis looks
fantastic in all the promos. The first
episodes arrived on Nov. 30 with
more to come throughout
December.

“Troll,” Dec. 1,
Netflix

Start simple on Dec. 1 with a
Godzilla-level Norwegian troll
flick. Is the latest take on
Scandinavian folklore related to
2010’s “Trollhunter,” also

Norwegian? Not sure. But the spec-
tacle should fill in any logical gaps
sure to follow.

“Doom Patrol”
Season Four, Dec. 8,
HBO Max

If you haven’t experienced this
bonkers superhero show, you still
have time to catch up before the
fourth season begins next week.
Don’t expect the usual dose of
world-ending turmoil. These out-
casts mainly project their trauma on
everyone around while confronting
ludicrous foes, from a cockroach
with delusions of grandeur to a
shapeshifter in a steampunk time
machine.

“Pinocchio,” Dec. 9,
Netflix

The lying wooden boy already
had one terrible outing in September.
But Guillermo del Toro knows how
to fix it all with a stop-motion film

that looks stunning and eerie at once.
Most promos highlight the clayma-
tion process, and that’s enough for
any fan of the medium. Besides, del
Toro knows not bad films.

“The Whale,” Dec. 9,
theaters

Brendan Fraser turned heads at
the Venice Film Festival, receiving
a six-minute standing ovation for
his performance as a depressed
teacher who excessively overeats.
Oh, and it’s a Darren Aronofsky
flick (the guy behind “Requiem for
a Dream,” “The Wrestler,” “Black
Swan”), so prepare to be scarred.

“Kindred,” Dec. 13,
FX on Hulu

This miniseries tackles Octavia
Butler, one of the most prominent
Black sci-fi authors. Shockingly
this is the first adaptation of her
work. This won’t be an easy experi-
ence as Dana (Mallori Johnson)
travels in time between her present
and the antebellum South. Sounds
heavy, but hope is high it’ll be a
powerful, poignant experience.

“Avatar: The Way of
Water,” Dec. 16

More than a decade and multiple
delays have passed since “Avatar”
set domestic and world records.
Will the Na’Vi’s trip to the beach
successfully invite even more spec-
tators to help James Cameron
recoup the film’s $2 billion budget?
Probably not, but it’ll probably be
watchable.

“1923,” Dec. 18,
Paramount+

“Yellowstone” is a peculiar
mixed bag, an addicting and ideo-
logically troubling as a modern-day
cowboy “Sopranos” show. One
flashback spinoff came and went,
starring Tim McGraw and Faith

Hill. But another will feature Helen
Mirren and Harrison Ford. What?
How? Of course, I’m in for no other
reason than that.

“Puss in Boots: The
Last Wish,” Dec. 21,
theaters

Sure, the “Shrek” films gave up
after the first sequel, but something
about the animation style alone to
this “Puss in Boots” sequel seems
enticing.

“The Glass Onion,”
Dec. 23, Netflix

The “Knives Out” sequel is
already in theaters, but drops on
Netflix near Christmas Day.
Plenty of critics confirm it’s a
win, and how could it not be?
Director Rian Johnson is a rare
talent who turns anything he
touches to gold. This whodunit
series deserves all the love com-
ing its way.

“Babylon,” Dec. 23,
theaters

The “La La Land” direction
switches from cutesy idealism to
full Hollywood depravity in a Brad

Pitt and Margot Robbie film about
the early days. It looks as accurate
as “300,” favoring madness and
excess. Tobey Maguire sports some
truly gross yellow teeth while he
pitches stripper nuns as the next big
thing.

“The Witcher: Blood
Origin,” Dec. 25,
Netflix

“The Witcher” finally gets good,
and then Henry Cavill announces
his exit after the next season. Not to
worry, as Michelle Yeoh appears, an
elven warrior over a millennium
ago when the first Witcher arrived.
Perhaps this one will get to the
point quickly, unfettered by obliga-
tion to a book series that might
make choices that don’t translate on
screen.

“White Noise,” Dec.
30, Netflix

Adam Driver rejoins “The
Marriage Story” director Noah
Baumbach for another dramatic
feature with a seemingly innocu-
ous plot description. Yet
Baumbach knows not such simple
answers to everyday hardships.
Watch out for a stellar monologue
of a pair shouting at each other. It’s
somehow riveting.

Warwick Davis returns in “Willow.”
photo courtesy of Disney+

Hammer Museum welcomes
‘Nightmare’ for Christmas

The beloved stop motion anima-
tion film “The Nightmare Before
Christmas” will screen on Sunday,
Dec. 4 at 11 a.m. at the Hammer
Museum. Full of memorable songs
and characters, the movie follows
the misadventures of
Halloweentown’s Jack Skellington,
whose plot to take over Christmas
goes seriously awry.

The screening is part of the
Hammer Kids program, which is
made possible through the generos-
ity of the Anthony and Jeanne
Pritzker Family Foundation, with
additional funding from The
Winnick Family Foundation.
Hammer Kids also receives support
from friends of the Hammer
Museum's Kids’ Art Museum
Project (K.A.M.P.), an annual fam-
ily fundraiser.

All public programs are free and

made possible by a major gift from
an anonymous donor. Generous
support is also provided by Susan
Bay Nimoy and Leonard Nimoy,
Good Works Foundation and Laura
Donnelley, the Elizabeth Bixby
Janeway Foundation, The Samuel
Goldwyn Foundation, an anony-
mous donor and all Hammer mem-
bers. Digital presentation of
Hammer public programs is made
possible by The Billy and Audrey
L. Wilder Foundation.

The free program will be held at
the Billy Wilder Theater. No tickets
required. Parking under the muse-
um is $6 flat rate, cash only. No
food or drink is allowed inside the
theater. For information, hammer.
ucla.edu/programs-events/2022/
family-flicks-nightmare-christmas.
The Hammer Museum is located at
10899 Wilshire Blvd. 

 “The Nightmare Before Christmas” was released in 1993 and directed
by Henry Selick and based on a story by Tim Burton.

photo courtesy of the Hammer Museum
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KCCLA hosts 17th Dari Awards

The 2022 Dari Awards will be held on Dec. 6.
photo courtesy of KCCLA

The Korean Cultural Center Los
Angeles (director Jung Sangwon,
KCCLA) and the Korea Creative
Content Agency (head of business
center, Ju Sung Ho, KOCCA) have
invited 100 award winners, includ-
ing U.S. content industry figures as
well as local Korean business pro-
fessionals, for a networking event
at the 2022 Dari Awards ceremony
and UNESCO Global Keynote
Event on Tuesday, Dec. 6 at 6:30
p.m. at the LA Korea Center.

The Dari Awards event seeks to
expand exports of Korean cultural
content to the U.S. market and
establish a local cultural industry
network by rewarding individuals
and companies that have con-
tributed to the promotion of Korean
cultural content in the U.S. market
over the past year.

This year, the Ministry of
Culture, Sports and Tourism (min-
ister Park Bo Gyoon, MCST)
Ministerial Commendation will be
presented in three categories.

The 2022 Person of the Year will
be awarded to Soo Hugh, who is the
executive producer of the Apple TV
series “Pachinko” adaptation; the
Business of the Year will be award-
ed to WEBTOON Entertainment,
which has helped to expand the
webtoon market through IP discov-
ery collaboration with famous stu-
dios such as Paramount, DC
Comics and Marvel Entertainment;
and Best Business Partnership will
go to the largest performance pro-
duction company in the U.S. Live
Nation Entertainment, in recogni-
tion of its contributions in widely
popularizing K-pop performances

in North America.
“This year, more than ever, I real-

ized the achievement of spreading
the charm of Korean Wave content
around the world,” Director
Sangwon Jung said. 

“K-content in various fields such
as K-drama and K-Pop is recog-
nized for its excellence as global
content,”  said Sung Ho Ju, head of
the U.S. business center at the
Korea Creative Content Agency.

Celebrating its 17th year, the Dari
Awards has contributed to enhanc-
ing Korea’s national image and sta-
tus through dramas, webtoons and
K-POP. The 2022 Dari Awards will
take place on Dec. 6 at 6:30 pm at
the Korea Center, located at 5509
Wilshire Blvd. The award ceremo-
ny will include a banquet and net-
working event. RSVP is required.
For information, visit kccla.org,
kocca.kr or contact
hannah@kccla.org.

Hammer Museum to complete renovations in March
UCLA Hammer Museum’s two-

decades-long project to remake
itself inside and out – including
expanding, renovating and trans-

forming the building – will reach its
culmination on Sunday, March 26.
The public will be welcomed into
the final major architectural com-

ponents of the project, designed by
Michael Maltzan Architecture, and
an exciting new group of exhibi-
tions celebrating the Hammer’s col-
lection of contemporary art. As
always, the museum offers free
admission to its exhibitions and
programs.

The new building, the Lynda and
Stewart Resnick Cultural Center,
anchors the Hammer’s overall
transformation. The center honors
co-owners of The Wonderful
Company, global philanthropists
Lynda and Stewart Resnick and
their longstanding commitment and
impact on arts and culture in Los
Angeles and across California.

The Lynda and Stewart Resnick
Cultural Center welcomes visitors
to freely explore through a new
street-level entrance located promi-

nently at the corner of Wilshire and
Westwood boulevards. The naming
of the building recognizes the
Resnicks’ gift, through their foun-
dation, of $30 million – the largest
single gift in the Hammer’s history
– announced in 2018. The Resnicks
have a long-standing commitment
to philanthropy, with similarly his-
toric gifts to institutions including
UCLA, LACMA and Caltech, as
well as efforts in California’s
Central Valley where they support
work in community engagement,
health and wellness and education.

With a much greater street pres-
ence and a location directly across
from the future L.A. Metro Purple
Line, the new entrance boldly
announces the Hammer at the gate-
way to Westwood Village and
UCLA. The spacious new lobby
incorporates regularly changing
installations of artworks and creates
a more welcoming environment forThe rendering depicts the Hammer Museum following renovations.

photo courtesy of the Hammer Museum

museum visitors. The March open-
ing will also see the debut of a
newly annexed gallery space and
outdoor sculpture courtyard on the
corner of Wilshire and Glendon.

The Hammer Museum is located
at 10899 Wilshire Blvd. For infor-
mation, visit hammer.ucla.edu.

Israel Film Festival comes to Beverly Hills
“Karaoke” an award winning

Israeli film, made its Los Angeles
premier at the 36th Israel Film
Festival L.A. on Nov. 30 at the
Writers Guild of America Theatre,
135 S. Doheny Drive, Beverly Hills.  

The largest showcase of Israeli
cinema and television in North
America, the event paid tribute to
the Steve Tisch School of Film and
Television at Tel Aviv University
and included a Q&A and with
“Karaoke” writer and director
Moshe Rosenthal. 

“The Israel Film Festival is
thrilled to recognize the artistic
contributions that the Steve Tisch
School of Film and Television at
Tel Aviv University and its gradu-
ates have made for 50 years to
establish Israeli cinema and televi-
sion at the forefront of entertain-
ment around the world,” Meir
Fenigstein, founder and executive
director of the festival, said. “Our
festival sponsors deserve extra
recognition for their continued
financial support and donations to

bring the outstanding world of
Israeli movies and tv shows to Los
Angeles audiences.” 

The first film school in Israel, the
Steve Tisch School was founded in
1972.  Many of Israel’s most promi-
nent filmmakers, scholars and crit-
ics are among its graduates. Student
films produced in the school are
regularly screened and win awards
in prestigious international festivals.

“Karaoke,” a comedy about a
married middle-class suburban
couple in their 60s who are drawn

to their new neighbor, a charismatic
bachelor who has karaoke evenings
at his apartment, received four
Israeli Academy Ophir Awards
including Best Actor for Sasson
Gabay and Best Actress for Rita
Shukrun.   

The mission of the Israel Film
Festival is to highlight Israel as the
lively and innovative nation that it
is, as well as to shine a spotlight on
its thriving film and television
industry and enrich the American
experience of Israel’s social and
cultural diversity.   

For information visit israelfilm-
festival.com.

L.A. Master Chorale welcomes new board members
The Los Angeles Master Chorale

has appointed Miles Benickes, Ann
Graham Ehringer, Lorna Fitzgerald,
Emory Ron Myrick and Lisa
Richardson to its board of directors.

The board, chaired by Philip A.
Swan, provides leadership in carry-
ing out the Master Chorale’s mis-
sion of sharing choral music with
the widest possible audience.

“We are excited to welcome these
distinguished individuals to the
Master Chorale’s dedicated board
of directors,” Swan said. “Their
wealth of experience and commit-
ment to the arts will be invaluable
to the entire organization.”

Benickes retired from the finan-
cial services industry in April 2019
after a 43-year career managing the
trading and underwriting of munic-
ipal bonds. He was a founding
member of the Board of Directors
of the Bond Dealers Association of
America.

Ehringer has served as an inde-
pendent outside director on the

boards of over 40 companies across
a wide range of private, public and
nonprofit organizations, with rev-
enues ranging from then under $1
million to over $1 billion.

Fitzgerald joined the Capital
Group in April 2005 after serving in
leadership positions in the technol-
ogy industry and a lengthy career in
academia. She joined Capital
Group as vice president in its North
American Distribution Team. She
previously worked for Intel in posi-
tions in market research and mar-
keting strategy management.

Myrick moved to Los Angeles
with his family in the late 1950s and
graduated from Manual Arts High
School. He is an active senior
retiree and supporter of the Master
Chorale.

Richardson is president and CEO
of Rise Communications LLC., a
media and marketing firm repre-
senting clients that drive cultural,
civic, educational and philanthropic
change. Before founding Rise, Lisa

was the director of marketing and
communications for Hueston
Hennigan LLP, a leading boutique
law firm headquartered in Los
Angeles.

The Master Chorale reaches
over 175,000 people a year
through its concert series at Walt
Disney Concert Hall, its interna-
tional tours and performances with
the Los Angeles Philharmonic. For
information, visit lamaster-
chorale.org.

The Master Chorale has announced the selection of five new members
to its board.

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Master Chorale

http://thekramerlawgroup.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
Nov. 20 
 
At 5:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 400 
block of Doheny. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 9600 block of 
Wilshire at 2:25 p.m. 
 
Nov. 21 
 
At 4 a.m., a vandalism incident 
was reported in the 9000 block of 
Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 900 block of S. Holt 
at 9:10 a.m. 
 
At 11:48 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
9600 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 9600 block of Wilshire at 
4:50 p.m. 
 
Nov. 22 
 
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 8700 
block of Burton. 
 
Nov. 23 
 
At 7:21 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 600 
block of N. Alpine. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Santa 
Monica and Walden at 9:52 a.m. 
 
At 6:35 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 100 block 
of S. Beverly. 
 
Nov. 24 
 
At noon, an unknown suspect bur-
glarized a vehicle parked in the 
9700 block of Wilshire. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 400 block of N. Camden at 6 
p.m. 
 
At 7:10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 400 
block of N. Canon. 
 
Nov. 25 
 
At 12:33 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
200 block of N. Rodeo.  
 
Nov. 26 
 
At 12:33 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
200 block of N. Rodeo. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 100 block of S. 
Reeves at 4:45 p.m. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
Nov. 20 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 700 block of N. Robertson at 
12:30 a.m. 
 
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-

pect committed a petty theft in the 
8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim during 
a domestic violence incident in the 
8700 block of Holloway at 2 a.m. 
 
At 4:15 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 8200 
block of Norton. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7700 block of Santa 
Monica at 5:03 a.m. 
 
At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1000 
block of Hayworth. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 8400 block of 
Sunset at 11:50 a.m. 
 
At 2:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8700 block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1100 block of N. 
La Brea at 2:42 p.m. 
 
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 600 block 
of N. Robertson. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8400 block of Sunset 
at 10:10 p.m. 
 
Nov. 22 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8900 block of Santa 
Monica at 9:33 a.m. 
 
At 3:30 p.m., an assault occurred 
in the 8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 900 block of N. 
Palm at 9:15 p.m. 
 
Nov. 23 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8500 block of Melrose 
at 10:10 a.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 900 
block of N. Doheny. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 8400 block of 
Santa Monica at 10 p.m. 
 
Nov. 24 
 
At 5:40 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 800 
block of N. Robertson. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7100 block of Santa 
Monica at 12:55 p.m. An additional 
theft was reported at 2:50 p.m. 
 
Nov. 25 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle 
parked near the corner of Santa 
Monica and La Cienega at 7:45 a.m. 
 
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 7100 block of Santa 
Monica at 1:52 p.m. 
 
Nov. 26 
 
At 2:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 

corner of Santa Monica and La 
Brea. 
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
Nov. 19 
 
At 7:25 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 800 
block of N. Sycamore. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 700 block of 
S. Sycamore at 8:30 a.m. 
 
At 5:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 400 
block of N. Fairfax. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Hudson and 
Yucca at 11:30 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Waring and 
McCadden. 
 
Nov. 20 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 6300 block of De 
Longpre at 12:30 p.m. 
 
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 6600 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 600 block of S. 
Ridgeley at 9:10 a.m. 
 
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1700 
block of Wilcox. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7000 block of 
Hollywood at 3 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
6100 block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 300 block of 
S. Burnside at 8 p.m. 
 
At 10:40 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim near the cor-
ner of Formosa and Sunset. 
 
Nov. 21 
 
At 12:10 a.m., an attempted bur-
glary was reported near the corner 
of Second and Alta Vista. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 700 block of N. Vine 
at 3 a.m. 
 
At 3:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
5500 block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Highland 
and Fountain at 6:40 a.m. 
 
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 1600 block of N. Cahuenga.  
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 1600 block of Schrader 
at 3 p.m. 
 
At 306 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 300 
block of S. Curson. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 5100 block of 
Sunset at 3:15 p.m. 
 
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 600 
block of S. Fairfax. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1500 block of N. 
Formosa at 3:45 p.m. 
 
At 4:39 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 1400 
block of N. Formosa. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 

vehicle parked in the 400 block of 
S. Curson at 5:50 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 5400 
block of Sixth. 
 
Nov. 22 
 
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft near the 
corner of Romaine and La 
Cienega. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7200 block of 
Rosewood at 4:15 a.m. 
 
At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
300 block of N. Detroit. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 900 block of N. La 
Brea at 9 a.m. 
 
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 8700 
block of Burton. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 3900 block of W. 
Eighth at 11:20 a.m. 
 
At 12:49 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
5600 block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 400 block of S. La Brea 
at 1:30 p.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 600 
block of S. Muirfield. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 5200 block of 
Wilshire at 3:23 p.m. 
 
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
100 block of S. Edinburgh. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1400 block of N. 
Martel at 6 p.m. 
 
Nov. 23 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 500 block of S. 
Burnside at 12:15 a.m. 
 
At 8:15 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Wilshire and 
Muirfield. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 300 block of N. 
Larchmont at noon. 
 
At 12:45 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
300 block of N. Ogden. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 100 block of S. Doheny 
at 2:45 p.m. 
 
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft near the 
corner of Beverly and The Grove. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 100 block of S. 
Vista at 4:30 p.m. 
 
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 6600 block 
of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 100 block of 
The Grove at 5:40 p.m. 
 
Nov. 24 
 
At 12:05 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft near 
the corner of Sunset and Detroit. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 5200 block of 
Olympic at 12:30 a.m. 
 
At 12:40 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 1400 lock of N. Ivar. 

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1500 block of N. 
Wilcox at 2:15 a.m. 
 
At 2:30 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 1900 block of 
N. Highland. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 600 block of S. 
Citrus at 3:48 a.m. 
 
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Selma and Ivar. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 400 block of 
Queens at 8:05 a.m. 
 
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 1700 block 
of N. Sycamore. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 6500 block of 
Hollywood at 8:45 a.m. 
 
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 8500 
block of Burton. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 400 block of S. San 
Vicente at 10:45 p.m. 
 
Nov. 25 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary near the corner of Van 
Ness and Elmwood at 12:01 a.m. 
 
At 2:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
La Brea and Waring. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 800 block of N. El 
Centro at 2:30 a.m. 
 
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5500 
block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 100 block of The 
Grove at 10:40 a.m. 
 
At 3:22 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 1900 
block of N. Highland. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of De 
Longpre and Vine at 4:55 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 500 
block of N. Larchmont. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 6100 block of 
Afton at 5:10 p.m. 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6000 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 400 block of S. La 
Brea at 6:14 p.m. 
 
At 11:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
5300 block of Wilshire. 
 
Nov. 26 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 6600 block of Padre 
Terrace at 1:50 a.m. 
 
At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 1300 
block of N. Wilcox. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 8400 block of 
Beverly at 3:40 a.m. 
 
At 6:29 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8000 
block of Fourth. 
 
A robbery occurred in the 400 
block of S. La Brea at 12:20 p.m. 
 
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 500 
block of N. La Brea. 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Nov. 19 and Nov. 26. The information was compiled from 
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: 
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.
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Across  

1. Tree with a winged seed  
4. Young master Malfoy  
9. Alter  
14. Tech executive  
15. Prohibit  
16. Net-like  
17. Chases one’s tail  
20. Sci-fi author Greg  
21. Fuel  
22. Braid relative  
26. Man, e.g.  
31. Golf start area  
32. Hundred Acre Wood denizen  
34. Video game  
35. Son of William the Conqueror  
37. Sales callers  
38. Honestly  
42. Epitome of redness  
43. Stimulate  
44. Lindy Hop move  
47. Got down  
48. Relaxing resort  
51. Cabalist  
53. Bloomers at the Masters golf tourna-
ment  
55. Southwestern art mecca  
57. Ticks off  
58. Atlantic danger zone  
65. Man of Manchuria, e.g.  
66. “He ___ did it but I didn’t!”  
67. Urban transportation  

68. Big name in computers  
69. Trample  
70. British special forces, for short  
  
Down  

1. Embrace  
2. Cigar  
3. Respect  
4. Dentist qualification  
5. Sports judge  
6. ___ Dhabi  
7. Math class, for short  
8. Ship’s deck  
9. “Othello” character  
10. Nice view  
11. Key abbr.  
12. Ice hockey org.  
13. One way to change color  
18. Certain MD's specialty  
19. Complain  
23. Copier  
24. Burial site of early Scottish kings  
25. Liza Minnelli's sister  
27. Jazz singer Carmen  
28. U.S. abbr.  
29. Mend  
30. CPO’s superior  
33. Mythical serpent  
35. Command to the band  
36. Capri, e.g.  
38. Touch  
39. It precedes dynamic  

40. Interrogate  
41. Court grp.  
42. “Southern” relig.  
45. Adjust  
46. Star part  
48. Some worsted fabrics  
49. Spanish chef’s concoction  
50. Determine value  
52. Cut of beef  
54. Designer of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, D.C.  

56. Kind of witness  
58. Pastoral sound  
59. Clairvoyance initials  
60. Tear  
61. Bad, to Yves  
62. Catcher in the ___  
63. Bk. before Jeremiah  
64. Helping hand  
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City breaks ground on 
Wilshire police station

A photograph in the Nov. 23, 1972, issue of the Park Labrea News
showed a groundbreaking ceremony for the Los Angeles Police
Department’s Wilshire Division police station at 4861 Venice Blvd.
Then-City Councilman Tom Bradley, left, was joined at the ceremony
by LAPD Chief Ed Davis, Capt. Robert S. Tucker and City
Councilwoman Pat Russell. The police station is still located at the
site. Bradley, who served as an LAPD officer for 21 years, represented
the council’s 10th District at the time. He went on to become the first
Black mayor of the city of Los Angeles and served five terms from
1973-93.

Brad Elterman’s photo “A Party to Remember” from 1977 is one of the
auction items available on Dec. 8 at Project Angel Food’s
ANGELPHOTO.

photo courtesy of Project Angel Food

Photography angels grace Hollywood
MILK Studios in Hollywood

will be hosting ANGELPHOTO,
a photography auction to benefit
Project Angel Food, on Thursday,
Dec. 8. All proceeds will support
Project Angel Food’s meal deliv-
ery program, which helps over
1,700 people in Los Angeles who
are living with life-threatening ill-
nesses. 

Iconic artists and photogra-
phers, including Ed Ruscha, John
Baldessari, Norman Seeff, Sylvie

Blum and Greg Gorman, have
submitted artwork to this year’s
show.

Over 70 photographers, gal-
leries and artists have contributed
works to be auctioned off in silent
and live auctions. The event
begins with a cocktail reception at
6 p.m. with auction viewing.  The
live auction will begin at 7:15
p.m. and is conducted by Peter
Fetterman of Peter Fetterman
Gallery in Santa Monica. 

“MILK Studios was founded in
1996 in the Meatpacking District
of New York City. Our Los
Angeles studios opened up in cen-
tral Hollywood in 2009,” MILK
Studios co-event chair Willie
Maldonado said, “Our philosophy
is culture and community. We are
a culture-based company centered
around ‘the people’ cultivating an
environment that fosters commu-
nity and creativity. This year’s
[ANGELPHOTO] collection
showcases the high spirit energy
of the Los Angeles story captured
over decades with mesmerizing
images.”

Tickets are available at
angelfood.org/angelphoto.

Skirball finds ‘A Face in the Crowd’
The Skirball’s “We the People”

series wraps with the American
classic “A Face in the Crowd” on

Dec. 4 at 1 p.m.
Part of the National Film

Registry, this satirical drama stars

Andy Griffith in his film debut as
Larry “Lonesome” Rhodes – a
charming drifter who is trans-
formed into a radio personality, and
ultimately, a freewheeling political
influencer. The 1957 film co-stars
Patricia Neal and was directed by
Elia Kazan. 

A Q&A with director and
screenwriter Robert F. Kennedy
III, director and screenwriter Billy
Ray, and political film scholar
David Bender will follow the
screening. For tickets and infor-
mation, visit skirball.org/pro-
grams/film/face-crowd. The
Skirball is located at 2701 N.
Sepulveda Blvd. 

Andy Griffith made his film debut in the 1957 movie “A Face in the
Crowd.”

photo courtesy of The Skirball

Internships offered at TV Academy
The Television Academy

Foundation has announced applica-
tions are open for its 2023 Summer
Internship Program in Hollywood
for media arts college students
nationwide. The program offers
approximately 50 paid, eight-week
internships at top entertainment
production companies.

The prestigious internship pro-
gram gives students in-depth and
hands-on professional experience
working in a variety of television
careers and professions at promi-
nent Hollywood studios and pro-
duction facilities. Internship cate-

gories include – but are not limited
to – animation, cinematography,
program development, directing,
editing, interactive media, news and
writing.

The program and its extraordi-
nary opportunities are offered for
undergraduate and graduate col-
lege/university media arts students
for the summer of 2023. Internships
may be in-person, hybrid or
remote–depending upon the oppor-
tunity.

Finalists for these coveted oppor-
tunities are selected by members of
the Television Academy; final

selections are made by participating
host companies. The program is
designed to train, inspire and open
doors for diverse and highly moti-
vated students who might not other-
wise have access to the industry.  

Summer interns will also receive
weekly professional-development
sessions including panels with tele-
vision-industry leaders, customized
seminars on personal brand-building
and navigating the job market ahead.

Exclusively for Southern
California college students, the
foundation also offers the Getting
Real Unscripted Internship for stu-
dents from disadvantaged back-
grounds who are interested in non-
fiction television careers. In addi-
tion, internships for foster youth in
the greater Los Angeles area, pro-
vided through an endowment gift
from Dick Wolf’s Wolf Family
Foundation, are available.

“The Foundation is committed to
providing career-advancement
opportunities for students from all
backgrounds,” said Cris Abrego,
chair of the Television Academy
Foundation. “Our Internship
Program allows students from
across the country to break into
Hollywood in their desired media
professions.”

Online applications are currently
being accepted through Jan. 19 at 5
p.m. at televisionacademy.com/
internships.

Television Academy Foundation sound intern Zoe Cannon works with
ADR Mixer Trino Madrix at Smart Post West in Santa Monica.

photo by Dan Steinberg/Invision for Television Academy/AP Images

“MILK Studios
was founded in

1996 in the
Meatpacking

District of New
York City. Our Los
Angeles studios

opened up in cen-
tral Hollywood in

2009.”

       Willie Maldonado, MILK
Studios co-event chair

https://bogiesliquor.com
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Academy names new audience chief
Amy Homma has been appointed

to the new role of chief audience
officer of the Academy Museum
effective immediately. She previ-
ously held the role of vice president
of education and public engage-
ment at the museum.

As chief audience officer,
Homma will work to enhance,
deepen and evolve the Academy
Museum’s overall public and com-
munity profile. In addition, she will
develop internal and external strate-
gies to affirm and actualize the
museum’s commitment to diversity,
equity, inclusion, and accessibility.
Under her leadership, the museum’s
film programs, education and pub-
lic engagement, community and
impact, digital content and strategy,
and marketing, communications
and group sales teams will strate-
gize and drive meaningful engage-
ment with audiences of all back-
grounds, abilities and interests. 

“Amy has proven herself to be a
skillful, forward-thinking, and
inspiring leader since she began at
the museum in 2019, and I look for-
ward to seeing her and her teams
thrive in this new capacity,” director

and president of the Academy
Museum Jacqueline Stewart said.
“As a seasoned programmer, edu-
cator, and administrator who brings
a deep knowledge of audience
engagement and museology, Amy
is the ideal person to steer our
museum’s next chapter of external
relations.”

“I am both thrilled and humbled
to step into the role of chief audi-
ence officer of the Academy
Museum,” Homma said. “In its first
year of public operation, the muse-
um established itself as an essential
destination to experience, discuss
and connect with cinema. I am

eager to work across teams to fur-
ther develop the museum’s impact
and commitment to local, national
and global audiences through a vis-
itor-centered approach.” 

Before her time at the Academy
Museum, Homma was the acting
deputy director of the Arts &
Industries Building at the
Smithsonian Institution,
Washington, D.C., where she creat-
ed innovative pan-institutional and
multi-disciplinary public programs,
including a 12-hour conversation
series that brought together noted
writers, musicians, scientists, tech-
nologists and other experts in

numerous arenas. As director of
digital learning at the Hirshhorn
Museum and Sculpture Garden, she
created a diverse range of education
programs for all ages focused on
learning, collaboration and experi-
mentation and established an inter-
nationally recognized education
studio with distinctive arts pro-
gramming, including the museum’s
signature teen program. She also
initiated a partnership with the
National Museum of Natural
History to demonstrate the power of
teaching art and science together,
and oversaw the development of
education efforts for teachers, fami-
lies, schools, youth and adults.

The Academy Museum is located
at 6067 Wilshire Blvd. For informa-
tion, visit academymuseum.org. Amy Homma

photo courtesy of the Academy Museum

Groundlings
hosts ‘Night of
Family’

The Westbook Family is present-
ing an all-new improv show at The
Groundlings Theatre this December.
Using audience suggestions, the
show will consist of one long form
act played out for an unforgettable
night of improv comedy.

 The show stars Annie Sertich, a
teacher and current Groundlings
main company member who can
currently be seen on Apple TV’S
“Roar,” “The Neighborhood,” as
well as her role as Peggy Knox on
“Grey’s Anatomy.” Three
Groundlings alumni join her for the
show – Tim Bagley, with television
credits including “Transparent,”
“Curb Your Enthusiasm” and “Will
& Grace,” Michael Hitchcock, with
writing credits on shows like
“Where the Day Takes You” and
“House Arrest,” and Mindy
Sterling, best known for her charac-
ter portrayal of The Frau Farbissina
in all three “Austin Powers” films. 

“A Night of Family” will present
at The Groundlings Theatre on Dec.
5 at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are $12 and
can be purchased at
groundlings.com/shows/the-west-
brook-family.

The Groundlings Theatre is
located at 7307 Melrose Ave. For
information, visit groundlings.com
or call (323) 934-4747

Tim Bagley is among the stars of
“A Night of Family.”

photo courtesy of The Groundlings

https://www.belmontvillage.com
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LARCHMONT 
BARBERSHOP

401-1/2 S. Fairfax 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 

Call 323-464-6659 
for appointments

HOURS 
MONDAY - FRIDAY  8:30 AM - 5:30 PM 

SATURDAY 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
SUNDAY 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM

@LARCHMONTBARBERSHOP

Tesla exhibit zooms into Petersen

The “Inside Tesla” exhibit is a comprehensive collection of the company’s
products to date.

photo courtesy of Petersen Automotive Museum

The Petersen Automotive
Museum’s newest exhibit, “Inside
Tesla: Supercharging the Electric
Revolution,” offers an in-depth
look at the past, present, and future
of Tesla. Now open to the public in
the Mullin Family Grand Salon and
Phillip Sarofim Porte Cochere on
the museum’s first floor, the exhibit
explores the company’s history,
from early inspiration and humble
beginnings, to its rise as a world
leader in electric vehicles and clean
energy technology.

Gathering the most comprehen-

sive collection of Tesla products to
date, the exhibit features everything
from early concept vehicles to
rarely seen prototypes and world-
record-breaking production vehi-
cles.

Beyond vehicles, attendees will
enjoy a wealth of information and
displays that tell the story of Tesla’s
energy ecosystem, manufacturing
automation, autopilot and full self-
friving expertise, among others,
plus one-off projects with SpaceX,
The Boring Company and
Hyperloop.

“Tesla has revolutionized the
automotive, EV, technology, and
manufacturing spaces within a rela-
tively short time span, begetting the
question, ‘How did they do that?’”
Petersen Automotive Museum
executive director Terry L. Karges
said. “This exhibit strives to be a
holistic walk-through of how the
brand became a global phenome-
non and further details what lies
ahead.”

To purchase tickets and for informa-
tion about the Petersen Automotive
Museum, visit petersen.org/tesla.

‘Open-Door’ presents ‘Christmas Goat’
“Open-Door Playhouse” will

present “The Christmas Goat” start-
ing on Dec. 7 in podcast form.

The story is about Goat. Goat is
disconsolate. There’s a nativity
scene being mounted for public dis-
play at Christmastime. Goat has
been shut out of it because there
was no goat present at the time of
the historical nativity. Goat’s barn-
yard pal, Pig, has figured out a way
for Goat to be the G.O.A.T.
(Greatest of All Time) participant in
the Christmas festivities this year.
Can you guess what Pig has
planned for Goat?

Kim Hlavac directs a cast that

includes Sue Gisser, James P.
Gleason, Daamen Krall, Jeffrey
S.S. Johnson and Camille Ameen.
Dwayne Yancey is the playwright.
The author of literally dozens of
plays, he is also a journalist and
novelist. He hails from the Blue
Ridge Mountains of Virginia.

“Open-Door Playhouse” is a
podcast created to introduce new
plays, new writers and a wealth of
unknown talent. Founded by play-
wright and filmmaker Bernadette
Armstrong, “Open-Door
Playhouse” brings plays to the air-
waves, in response to the fact that
theatres were shuttered all over the

country due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, leaving playwrights with
nowhere to produce their plays.
“Open-Door Playhouse” supports
new and emerging writers. Since its
inception, “Open-Door Playhouse”
has presented over 70 new short
plays, with no limit in sight.

“Open-Door Playhouse” is a
501c3 non-profit organization and
to support performances of works
by new and emerging playwrights,
donations are gratefully accepted.
The tax-deductible donations help
keep plays on the podcast stage. To
listen or to donate, visit opendoor-
playhouse.org.“The Christmas Goat” will make its podcast premiere on Dec. 7.

photo courtesy of “Open-Door Playhouse”

After playing to sold out shows
with their recent revival of “Ubu the
King,” The Actors’ Gang is excited
to present their family friendly holi-
day show, “Shambles,” an unbridled
concoction of seasonal charm.

Blurring the lines between audi-
ence and performers, this immersive
experience drops theater goers into a
1960’s NASA holiday party com-
plete with alien abductions, ugly
Christmas sweaters and free-flowing
champagne, as theatergoers meander
through curated rooms of wonder.

Cirque du Soleil’s Stefan Haves
goes full throttle staging a joyful cel-
ebration of rollicking comedy, acro-
batic beauty and eccentric song and
dance numbers – all propelled by a
smoking live band helmed by the
sublime musical director, Philip
Giffin.

Family-friendly, inclusive and
irreverent, “Shambles” is the quin-
tessential L.A. experience for out of-
town guests, holiday office parties
or an Insta-worthy night out with
friends and family. Wear your ugli-
est Christmas sweater and join the
“Shambles” holiday hullabaloo.

“Shambles” will run from Dec. 8
to 31 with shows at 8 p.m at The Ivy
Substation, 9070 Venice Blvd.,
Culver City. For tickets and infor-
mation, visit theactorsgang.com. 

MAK Center
rebuilds its studies

L.A. native cast in Ahmanson’s ‘Secret Garden’
Sadie Reynolds, an 11-year-old

Los Angeles resident has been cast
as Mary Lennox, the adventurous
10-year-old lead in “The Secret
Garden,” a role Daisy Egan made
famous when she became the
youngest female recipient of a Tony
Award for Best Featured Actress in
a Musical. Sadie has been added to
the previously announced Drama
Desk and Drama League nominee
Sierra Boggess, with more casting
to be announced at a later date. “The
Secret Garden” will play at Center
Theatre Group / Ahmanson Theatre

Feb. 19 through March 26.
This magical musical follows the

young, orphaned Mary Lennox as
she’s sent from her home in India to
live with her reclusive uncle on his
haunted English country estate.
Guided by an exceptionally beautiful
score, audiences will be swept away
with Mar’'s unapologetic curiosity as
she is joined with the help of unlikely
companions sending her on a
thrilling quest to untangle the pieces
of her family’s past and, most impor-
tantly, discover herself.

“Just to step on the Ahmanson

stage is going to mean the world to
me. I’ve loved musical theatre for
as long as I can remember, and to
be doing it for real is going to be
amazing,” Reynolds said. “I feel
really happy; I never thought when
I first saw ‘The Prom’ [at the
Ahmanson Theatre] that I would
get this role on the same stage two
months later.”

 “We had an extensive casting
process on both coasts and Sadie’s
strength of character, paired with
her vibrant singing voice and her
bubbly personality made her the

perfect and only choice for this role.
I am so happy to give Sadie her
stage debut, and so excited for audi-
ences to see her shine in ‘The Secret
Garden”director and choreographer
Warren Carlyle said.

Tickets for “The Secret Garden”
are on sale now and start at $40.
They will be available through cen-
tertheatregroup.org, Audience
Services at (213)972-4400 or in per-
son at the Center Theatre Group
Box Offices (at the Ahmanson
Theatre) at The Music Center, 135
N. Grand Ave.. Performances run
Tuesday through Friday at 8 p.m.,
Saturday at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., and
Sunday at 1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Sadie Reynolds will play the lead
role in the Center Theatre Group /
Ahmanson Theatre production of
“The Secret Garden.”

photo courtesy of Center Theatre Group

https://www.kccla.org
https://www.sheffimmigration.com
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Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax • (323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

Open M-TH 
6:30 am- 7:30 pm 
Fri. Sat. & Sun  
6:30 am- 8:30 pm 

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Host Your Holiday Event on our Patio!

Perfect for  
O�ce Parties 

Family Gatherings 
Milestone Celebrations

We also cater events  
at your home  

or o�ce! 
Call Frances for more 

information! 
Breakfst • Lunch • Dinner • Desserts

BHUSD honors Transgender Day of Remembrance
In honor of Transgender Day of

Remembrance, Beverly Hills
Unified School District Board of
Education President Mary Wells
read letters from two transgender
BHUSD community members dur-
ing the community spotlight at the
board’s Nov. 22 meeting. 

“I am grateful to attend a school
that makes me feel that I can be me.
Many of my teachers start the year
off asking our class to share our
pronouns and what name to use.
Almost all my teachers share their
pronouns with us in their emails
which tells me that they are com-
fortable having transgender teens

like me as students,” one anony-
mous student wrote. “I don't think
this is the case at most schools.
Yesterday I woke up hearing about
the horrible acts of hate that took
place in Colorado against my queer
community. I am constantly hear-
ing about anti-transgender violence
and it scares me.”  

Another transgender community
member said that in recent years,
politicians have spread disinforma-
tion and pushed outdated troupes
about transgender people to rile up
voters, making life more dangerous
for trans people in the process. 

The Human Rights Campaign

tracked a record number of 50 violent
incidents against transgender people,
and at least 32 transgender people
were fatally shot and killed in 2022. 

“Many of you may be shocked to
hear this, but that’s not surprising.
Media coverage of attacks on the
transgender community has been
scarce compared to the amount of
disinformation being spread. That’s
why we need days like Transgender
Day of Remembrance. People need
to be aware of the increasing
attacks on the transgender commu-
nity because hatred thrives when
good people are uninformed,” the
community member wrote.

‘Avatar’ sequel gets early screening at El Capitan
Tickets are on sale now to see

20th Century Studios’ “Avatar:
The Way of Water” in Dolby
Vision 4K 3D at the El Capitan
Theatre. There will be an early
screening event available at 3 p.m.
on Dec. 15.

Tickets for the early screening
event are $35 include an 85oz
Nest Popcorn Container, 20oz
bottled beverage and credential
with a lanyard.

Moviegoers can purchase a
Pandora Family Pack for $100
which includes four reserved tick-
ets, four 64-ounce popcorn tubs,
four bottled beverages and one
full day of parking at Ovation.

Daily showtimes for “Avatar:
The Way of Water” in Dolby
Vision 4K 3D starting Dec. 16 are
10:00 a.m., 2:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m.
and 11:30 p.m. Showtimes are
subject to change. Ticketed guests

will be able to take a picture at an
Avatar themed photo op during the
movie’s run and can enjoy a daz-
zling themed light display before
each screening.

Tickets are on sale now at elcap-
itantickets.com and fandango.com
/el-capitan-theatre-aacon/theater-
page. All seats are reserved.

Tickets are $24 for adults and $20
for children and seniors. Sensory
Inclusive Screenings for the movie
are available Dec. 28 at 7:00 p.m.
and Jan. 3 at 2:00 p.m.. Open
Caption screenings are available
Dec. 21 at 7 p.m. and Jan. 4 at 2:30
p.m. The El Capitan Theatre is
located at 6838 Hollywood Blvd.

The long-anticipated sequel “Avatar: The Way of Water” will beginning
screening at the El Capitan Dec. 15.

photo courtesy of 20th Century Studios

Bowl announces 2023 headliners
The Los Angeles Philharmonic

Association has revealed the first
details of the 2023 Hollywood
Bowl summer season with headlin-
ing performances by King Gizzard
& the Lizard Wizard (June 21), Jill
Scott (June 22), Louis Tomlinson
(June 30), The Beach Boys (July 2–
4), and the LA Phil performing the
West-Coast debut of Chris Thile’s
narrative song cycle/mandolin con-
certo (August 22).

Dates for other popular annual
events at the Hollywood Bowl have
also been scheduled, including
Movie Night on Sunday, July 9;
Smooth Summer Jazz on Sunday,
Aug. 27; and the Sing-A-Long
“Sound of Music,” hosted by Melissa
Peterman, on Saturday, Sept. 16.

With the Hollywood Bowl serv-
ing as the summer home of the Los
Angeles Philharmonic for over 100

years, the 2023 season continues
the tradition of presenting classical
concerts every Tuesday and
Thursday night, with Gustavo
Dudamel, the LA Phil and a roster
of star-studded guest artists. Jazz
Plus nights offer an eclectic trip
through the world of jazz and
beyond, with the LA Phil’s Creative
Chair for Jazz Herbie Hancock at
the helm. Weekends will be filled
with some of the biggest names in
popular music, the annual fully
staged musical, films and film
music, and the KCRW Festival fea-
turing cutting-edge musicians.

The full Hollywood Bowl 2023
season will be announced in
February 2023.

Tickets for the Hollywood Bowl
2023 summer season will be avail-
able online at hollywoodbowl.com
or by calling at (323)850-2000.

The Beach Boys will play the Hollywood Bowl July 2-4, 2023.
photo courtesy LA Phil

Electric violinist hits the Strip
Premier retail destination 8000

Sunset Strip, located in the heart of
Los Angeles, invites the communi-
ty to attend a live holiday musical
performance by electric violinist
Eliza James on Saturday, Dec. 3
from 1 to 3 p.m.

As the solo violinist for Burt
Bacharach and Paul Anka and a tal-
ented musician who has performed
with the industry’s top artists,

including Stevie Wonder and John
Legend, James will delight guests
with a selection of festive holiday
songs. The performance will be
held between Starbucks and JoJo’s
Mediterranean Grill. This event,
held at 8000 Sunset Blvd., is free of
charge and open to the public; no
pre-registration is required to
attend. To learn more, visit
8000sunset.shopkimco.com. 

http://dupars.net/Store/
http://rosalietherealtor.com/


The Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
Trauma Program has again been
designated a Level 1 trauma center
from the American College of
Surgeons’ Committee on Trauma.  

The Level 1 designation, the
committee’s highest, recognizes
Cedars-Sinai for providing the

highest-quality trauma care for
every aspect of injury, from preven-
tion to rehabilitation. Cedars-Sinai
first received Level I status in 1984
and is one of only four Level I adult
trauma centers in Los Angeles
County.  

“This recognition demonstrates
our ongoing commitment to provid-
ing superior treatment and care for
injured patients, care that can some-
times mean the difference between
life and death,” said Daniel
Marguiles, director of Trauma-
Emergency Surgery and Surgical
Critical Care at Cedars-Sinai.
“Collaboration, teamwork and a
world-class facility offering the
most advanced clinical and techni-
cal expertise around the clock are all
components of an outstanding and
reputable hospital that our commu-
nity can always count on, especially

in the event of serious injuries.” 
More than 250 medical special-

ties comprise Cedars-Sinai’s
Trauma Center, where the most
extreme injuries, including those
that require complex surgical inter-
vention, can be treated. Trauma
Department professionals also pro-
vide public education regarding
injury prevention and continuing
medical education for trauma nurses
and physicians. 

“Being designated a Level I
Trauma Center was one of the initial
steps in building the kind of organi-
zation that is ultimately reflected in
our advanced clinical and academic
capacity today,” said Cedars-Sinai
President and CEO Thomas
Priselac, who was on the adminis-
trative team that worked to establish
the Trauma Program at Cedars-
Sinai more than 30 years ago. 

more connected to where we need
to go.” 

Bringing West Hollywood into
the modern age was a large part of
the reason D’Amico ran first ran for
council. 

“[The council] got sort of wound
in on itself,” he said. “And [the
then-council members had] all been
serving for a decade or longer. They
were not that interested in public
community input. I just thought, I
need to get in there. The city had
almost no public interface [when I
joined the council]. I mean, that
was sort of the third wave of the
internet and still the city didn’t real-
ly have a website. It didn’t have a
way to do any kind of business
online. It didn’t have any way to

contact residents other than sending
them a piece of snail mail.” 

D’Amico credits his colleagues
Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath
and Mayor Lauren Meister, who
were elected to the council in 2015,
with helping to usher expanded
technology into the city’s infrastruc-
ture. 

“Together, [Lindsey], Lauren and
I brought some really kind of
intense public scrutiny to our
efforts,” he said. “The three of us …
we were the ones that were doing all
of it. And the other two Johns
[Heilman and Duran] … basically
didn’t have any time for resident
input or problems, and it all went
immediately to some staff person,
which is a perfectly reasonable way

to do it. But there was not any sort
of real interface beyond the three of
us to the residents.” 

Both Horvath and Meister
praised D’Amico’s service to the
city, which included two terms as
mayor in 2014-15 and 2019-20. 

“I’ve known Councilmember
D’Amico since the time he was
appointed to [the] planning com-
mission,” Meister said. “Having
served the city in a variety of roles,
he is certainly an example of why
that experience is important – to be
able to look at issues holistically is a
valuable quality. Although I didn’t
always agree with him, I always
found his perspective on matters to
be thought-provoking.” 

Council John Erickson described
D’Amico as a mentor and friend. 

“He is someone that I have come
to rely on for so many things that
impact West Hollywood,” Erickson
said. “Having known him since I
was an intern at the city, then a staff
member, planning commissioner
and then councilmember, John has
offered me much advice on city
business and, more importantly, life
as a gay man. John’s steadfast com-
mission and fight to end HIV/AIDS
while also reminding us of the
importance of this work and the
role West Hollywood has and is
playing in ending this epidemic has
forever changed my life. I have
very fond memories of sitting next
to him on the dais, and I will miss
his physical presence, but I am so

proud of his time in the city and for-
ever thankful for his service to the
city, our residents, businesses and
so much else. His impact will con-
tinue to be felt for years to come,
and what a legacy that is.” 

D’Amico expressed pride over
his most recent years on the council. 

“I think in the last two years, this
city finally reconnected with its
roots about why we are a city,” he
said. “We really looked at what it
means to be in a public safety envi-
ronment, we really looked at what
it means for people to be able to
live in the city, to have a living
wage, what it means to think about
transportation beyond just a big
2,500-pound automobile chugging
down the street. We’ve made some
big decisions about reclaiming
these two square miles. And I think
that’s extraordinary.” 

D’Amico said that he intends to
take a big step back in city service

to allow for the next generation to
forge the community of the future.
He also already has a plan for what
he’ll do after his last City Council
meeting on Dec. 19, when the new
council members are sworn in. 

“I’m planning to go on a date
with my husband on the 19th.
We’re going to go have a nice din-
ner and celebrate another pivot in
our life together of 30 years. He’s
been incredibly supportive this
entire time, from start to finish. I
guess the day after, I’ll have a
whole, whole lot fewer emails.” 

For D’Amico, West Hollywood
is special because it holds a place in
the larger cultural conversation. 

“I had this opportunity to intro-
duce [U.S. Secretary of
Transportation] Pete Buttigieg
when he was in West Hollywood
during his run for president. One of
the themes of my service has been
about how West Hollywood invents
the culture that other cities con-
sume. I wrote this introductory
speech about how we in West
Hollywood … invented a way to
live in the world that was serious
and committed and direct. And
Petes and Chastens and Sues and
Danas moved out of their small
towns, and moved to West
Hollywood in order to invent their
lives. But somewhere along the
way, the script flipped because of
West Hollywood and things that we
do. [Now, people don’t] have to
leave their city in order to have a
life. I think West Hollywood was
part of that story. That you can be
an elected official who’s gay and
have a high profile and change the
world.”
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D’Amico leaves lasting legacy in WeHo
From page 1

photo by Jon Viscott 

Councilman John D’Amico was sworn in as mayor in 2014. 

ly match the interior plaster [and]
restore the built-in furniture ele-
ments as well as some of the
movable furniture.” 

Brach said once the work on
Residence A is finished, adminis-
trators will look for ways to use it
as an educational resource. 

“The tour program at
Hollyhock House reopened in
August, and the wonderful recep-
tion and the sold out tours that
we’ve been running [are] a con-
stant reassurance that the tours are
the perfect model for what we’re
going to be doing at Residence
A,” Brach added. “And given the
large living room space (in
Residence A), there might be
opportunities for mixed use pro-

grams as well, which is really
exciting to think about how these
two buildings work in tandem to
speak to Wright’s design, as well
as such a remarkable campus
design and how the two buildings
complement each other.” 

O’Farrell added that although
he was not re-elected and will be
stepping down from the City
Council, he plans to continue sup-
porting Barnsdall Park any way
he can. 

“It’s a really comprehensive
rehabilitation project that is now
fully-funded, and we couldn’t be
couldn’t be happier,” O’Farrell
said. “It’s a benefit for L.A. resi-
dents and visitors from around the
world.” 

Funds secured for project in park
From page 3

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center named Level 1 trauma center

The Los Angeles City Council
unanimously approved a proposal
from Councilman Mitch O’Farrell
on Nov. 22 to place solar panels
atop the Los Angeles Aqueduct,
along with several major items that
will create a citywide organic
waste recycling system and
improved water conservation. 

“I'm proud to have led unani-
mous council approval of these
smart, creative innovations that are
needed for Los Angeles to effec-
tively and urgently fight the cli-
mate crisis,” said O’Farrell, the
chair of the council’s
Environmental Justice committee.
“The steps we took will reduce our
dependence on fossil fuels, gener-
ate clean energy over the Los
Angeles Aqueduct, create a city-
wide organic waste recycling sys-
tem and significantly expand our

water conservation efforts.” 
From 2016-19, the Los Angeles

Aqueduct provided 38% of the
drinking water supply for the city
of Los Angeles. First opened in
2013, it has a combined approxi-
mate length of over 370 miles and
loses approximately 10-11% of
water each year due to evaporation. 

O’Farrell’s proposal to place
solar panels atop the aqueduct will
help reduce evaporation and could
ultimately provide renewable, car-
bon-free electrical capacity for
hundreds of thousands of homes in
Los Angeles. 

The current LADWP power
resources profile includes natural
gas and other fossil fuels, which
will be phased out by 2035 through
LA100, a plan to create clean,
renewable, fossil fuel-free energy. 

O’Farrell and his colleagues also

approved draft rules that will make
it easier for Angelenos to recycle
food scraps, an action that will
bring organic waste recycling to
nearly 1,000,000 households ser-
viced by Los Angeles Sanitation
and Environment. Additionally, the
City Council approved O’Farrell’s
initiative to significantly expand
water conservation, recycling and
reuse efforts, including implemen-
tation of a gray water ordinance
requiring systems for new develop-
ments more than 100,000 square
feet, depending on water use. Gray
water refers to all wastewater with-
out fecal contamination generated
in residences and office buildings.
Though non-potable, it has tremen-
dous value as a recycled water
source, and could help Los Angeles
significantly conserve its potable
water resources, O’Farrell said. 

Council approves O’Farrell’s environmental plans 

On Nov. 30, Mayor Eric
Garcetti announced the appoint-
ment of Daniel Tarica as general
manager of the Department of
Cultural Affairs. 

“Daniel is a leader with a track
record of delivering and increasing
access to art, music and culture in
every corner of Los Angeles,”
Garcetti said. “I commend
Daniel’s efforts to help raise funds
and resources and look forward to
seeing what he does to deepen the
work of the Department of
Cultural Affairs, cementing our
city’s role as the creative capital of
the world.”  

Tarica has served the city of Los
Angeles for over 20 years and is

currently the interim general man-
ager of the Department of Cultural
Affairs. In his previous role as
interim general manager, Daniel
and his team were responsible for
grant investments of $4 million
that provided over 3,000
Angelenos with jobs in the arts
and supported over 1,000 art
events.  

As general manager of the
Department of Cultural Affairs,
Tarica will oversee all programs
and services managed by the
department to maximize relation-
ships with other city agencies,
artists and cultural nonprofits to
provide excellent service in neigh-
borhoods throughout Los Angeles.  

Mayor appoints Cultural Affairs
Department general manager 

[Now, people don’t]
have to leave their

city in order to have
a life. I think 

West Hollywood was
part of that story.
That you can be 

an elected 
official who’s gay
and have a high 

profile and change
the world.”

-Councilman John D’Amico



vivors continues to dwindle.  
“The death camps didn’t just

happen overnight. It’s really impor-
tant that the way it’s being taught
… makes it relevant to today,
which means that the lesson plans

are always changing,” Kean said.      
With the council, Kean will

assess the quality of Holocaust edu-
cation across the state and imple-
ment strategies to improve it. From
speaking to advocates across

California, Kean knows that
schools in certain parts of the state,
particularly in the more remote
regions in the northeast, lack the
resources to effectively drive home
the Holocaust’s lessons, including
access to organizations like
Holocaust Museum L.A.  

The council has not yet met since
she was appointed last month, but
she said the first order of business
will be to gather more precise data
on how schools are performing.  

“The governor’s council is a crit-
ical part of our state’s efforts to
combat hate before it can arise
through education and early inter-
vention,” Attorney General Rob
Bonta said. 

To equalize the quality of geno-
cide education across the state,
money must be allocated for teach-
ers to attend conferences and take
their students on trips to education-
al organizations, Kean added.    

But as the controversy in

Newport Beach proved, affluence
does not always guarantee a school
is adequately prepared to teach
about genocide, Kean said. 

Equipping teachers with updated
lesson plans and reading materials
is one of the best ways to increase
the quality of education, Kean said.
She added that lesson plans are
most effective when they are tai-
lored to the demographics of the
classroom and are connected to cur-
rent events.    

“Part of this is also having the
tools to react in your classroom if
you see acts of hatred, acts of dis-
crimination, bigotry right before
your eyes,” she added.  

She also highlighted the impor-
tance of using primary resources
and objects from the Holocaust,
which have been proven to resonate
deeply with students. 

“When students come face to
face with an artifact, that is life
changing,” Kean said. “It just
humanizes the history for the stu-
dents, and makes it more relatable.”     

Antisemitic incidents have been
rising in recent years, reaching an
all-time high of 2,717 in 2021,

according to the Anti-Defamation
League. Kean attributed the rise to
a proliferation of influential figures
making antisemitic remarks. 

“I think that a Pandora’s box has
been opened by people who have a
lot of large platforms and are using
their platforms to spew hate, and
young people are picking up on
that, and they don’t really under-
stand these tropes that have been
around for thousands of years,”
Kean said.  

After Kanye West went on a
tirade against Jewish people last
month that cost him lucrative part-
nerships and sent his net worth
plummeting, a group of extremists
hung a banner over a Los Angeles
freeway praising his hate speech.  

With better education, Kean is
hopeful that such hatred can be
quelled.  

“We can make a difference, it’s
just a matter of getting out there and
using our voices collectively and
being able to amplify our reach and
impact,” Kean said. “That’s why
I’m so proud to be on the council,
and be part of this effort of eradicat-
ing hate in our state.”  

sharing between billboard owners
and the city. A city staff report
noted that Sunset Boulevard is
known for its “long tradition of
innovative and memorable sig-
nage.” After review from the city’s
Sunset Arts and Advertising
Planning Commission subcommit-
tee, as well as feedback from the
West Hollywood Historic
Preservation Commission, the
approved proposal presented to the
City Council included a support
structure for the billboard that the
planning commissions described as
“beautiful, art-like and sculptural.” 

“The billboard at the Whisky is
an important aspect of ensuring our
historical landmarks not only con-
tinue to thrive but also reinvent
themselves,” Councilman John
Erickson said. “The Strip has been
and is coming alive in so many
interactions and this billboard not
only highlights the legacy and his-
tory for the Strip, but also the
future.” 

The billboard plan was praised

by community members during the
public comment portion of the
council meeting, particularly for its
role in preserving the nightclub. 

“I remember dancing in this
local cultural resource in the sum-
mer of 1971 on our iconic Sunset
Strip, and not in one of those iconic
gogo cages, but the dance floor,”
West Hollywood Preservation
Alliance member Victor
Omelczenko said. “I’m so happy
that the city recognizes the impor-
tance of this building as a historic
local cultural resource.” 

“As the city and Sunset
Boulevard have evolved over the
years, it has been a challenge to
keep the historic venues like the
Whisky preserved while still being
an integral part of the modern sky-
line,” said Bill McBride, of
McBride Wealth Management, who
advises the Maglieri family. “The
billboard atop the Whisky has long
stood as a beacon for music lovers
across the globe. And as we as the
city upgrade to the digital age, I

believe that digitization of this bill-
board is a key component in keep-
ing up with the modernization of
the Sunset Strip.” 

While community members
attending the city council meeting
on Nov. 21 supported the billboard,
Erickson addressed residents who
might be concerned about any dis-
turbances the new digital sign
might cause. 

“Community input is critical to
all of what we do on the Strip and
while I wasn’t on the City Council
when these billboard programs
were approved, I know that our
staff and the applicants are commit-
ted to ensuring all voices are heard
and all concerns are addressed as
best as they can.  I’m always avail-
able to anyone that wants to voice
those concerns, and we do have to
look at what the Strip will look like
not only in the next six months but
also a year, five years, etc., into the
future,” Erickson said, adding that a
projected date has not been deter-
mined for the sign’s completion. 
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Digital billboard coming to Sunset Blvd.
From page 1
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A billboard atop the Whisky a Go Go will be converted to a digital sign.

Kean joins council on Holocaust education
From page 1
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Beth Kean is CEO of the Holocaust Museum Los Angeles.

suspects struggled with the victim,
a shot was fired, injuring a female
patron.  

Powell and McGhee, members of
the Rollin’ 30s Crips street gang,
were sentenced to 12 years in prison
in February. A third suspect,
Marquise A. Gardon, also a Rollin’
30s member, was sentenced to five
years. He was the getaway driver,
prosecutors said. 

BHPD Lt. Giovanni Trejo said
the case illustrates the benefits of
adding federal assets to local inves-
tigations.  

“Since we’ve had such a great
result, we don’t foresee that collab-
oration between us and our fellow
partners stopping anytime soon,” he
said. 

It is not uncommon for the FBI to
assist police departments with high-
profile crimes, and Coulter has
worked with many federal agencies
throughout his 25-year career, he
said. The Los Angeles Police
Department’s Gang Unit provided
invaluable support in deciphering

the suspects’ gang involvement,
Coulter added.  

Solving the case required techni-
cal detective work, with officers
going undercover, monitoring sus-
pects, poring over voluminous data
and serving search warrants, Coulter
said.   

The suspects in this case
employed a unique level of sophisti-
cation in how they scouted potential
victims, sending associates out on
the streets to look for people wear-
ing expensive wristwatches, he
added.     

While Coulter was surprised and
happy to win the award, recognition
is not why he has worked in law
enforcement since 1997, he said.
His love of the job comes from
putting criminals in jail and keeping
residents safe.   

“It still feels good to … have peo-
ple say thank you for solving a
crime, whether it be something real-
ly minor like they got something
stolen from their front yard or some-
thing more serious,” Coulter said.

BHPD officers receive awards
From page 1

The city of West Hollywood
invites community members to
attend initial neighborhood conver-
sations about an artist residency
program at Laurel House and Park
on Friday, Dec. 2, from 5-6:30 p.m.
at the Plummer Park Community
Center, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd. A
consultant team will lead a discus-
sion about the site, the creative
community in West Hollywood and
how an artist residency program
may contribute to the community. 

The community is also invited to
share thoughts with the consultant
team and city staff on Saturday,
Dec. 3, from 3-5 p.m. at Laurel
House and Park, 1343 N. Laurel
Ave. 

The neighborhood conversations
will be led by consultants Kimberli
Meyer and Sara Daleiden, who will
guide the development of the artist
residency program. Meyer, an inde-
pendent cultural producer, curator,
writer and designer working in art
and architecture, served from 2002-
16 as director the MAK Center for

Art and Architecture at the
Schindler House. Daleiden special-
izes in facilitating civic engagement
using arts and cultural exchange
strategies, and encourages people to
value neighborhoods, public space,
civic art and business development. 

The city-owned Laurel House
and Park is located on a 30,000-
square-foot lot, and includes a
7,177-square-foot former single-
family home and a 2,379-square-
foot unattached accessory structure.
The original portions of the struc-
tures were built in 1917. The con-
version of the original single-family
residence into four apartment units
and the southerly four-car garage
addition were completed in 1941. 

The property was designated as a
local cultural resource by the city of
West Hollywood in 1994. In 2010,
the West Hollywood City Council
directed staff to develop a plan to
open the grounds at 1343 N. Laurel
Ave. on a temporary basis for public
use. From 2013-14, the city con-
ducted an extensive community

visioning process and in 2018, the
West Hollywood City Council
received a report from the Arts and
Cultural Affairs Commission rec-
ommending an artist in residency
program at Laurel House and Park.
In October, the City Council con-
firmed that the site should be used
for arts and culture programs and
directed staff to issue a request for
proposals from qualified architec-
tural design firms to continue the
programming and design process. 

For information, call (323)848-
6846, or email
rehemann@weho.org. 

WeHo seeks input on artist residency program

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo 

An artist residency program is
among the programs under con-
sideration at Laurel House. 
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