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Beverly Hills wrestling coach WeHo responds to Colorado shooting
fired after shoving student
n Victims mourned

n Coach’s supporters turn out at school board meeting
By edWin folven
A wrestling coach at Beverly
Hills High School has been fired for
allegedly aggressively shoving a
male student during a Nov. 2 altercation on campus.
The coach, Ryan Faintich, was
suspended on Nov. 3 and was
released from his position last
week, according to the Beverly
Hills Unified School District.
“A few weeks ago, I was utterly

disappointed to learn of an incident
that took place where an employee
was physically aggressive towards
a student. Appropriate steps were
immediately taken to thoroughly
investigate the event,” BHUSD
superintendent Michael Bregy said
in a statement. “No stone was left
unturned, witnesses were interviewed and the video footage from
before, during and after the incident
was scrutinized. The employee no
See Coach page 27

A video shows the coach allegedly shoving the student on Nov. 2.

at candlelight vigil on
Santa Monica Blvd.

By rance collins
While Colorado Springs,
Colorado, is more than 1,000
miles from West Hollywood, the
ripple effect of the Nov. 19 mass
shooting at Club Q was felt far
across the Rockies. On Nov. 20, a
vigil was held in front of Rocco’s
WeHo to memorialize the five
people killed and show support
for the 25 injured at the Colorado
Springs nightclub.
The attack took place the night
before Transgender Remembrance
Day, which was recognized by the
city of West Hollywood following
the vigil. Two of the deceased
Club Q victims were transgender.
Additionally, it was reported that a
trans woman helped to subdue the
shooter by stomping on him with
her high heels.
“Are we surprised trans people
are badass when we’ve made
them fight their entire lives?”
West Hollywood Poet Laureate
Brian Sonia-Wallace said.
Speakers at the event highlighted West Hollywood’s unique position as a supportive LGBTQ+
community.
“As a city with a large LGBTQ
population, West Hollywood is,
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Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne spoke at a Nov. 20 vigil in support of
the victims of the Club Q mass shooting in Colorado Springs.

and has always been, a safe haven
for LGBTQ people,” Mayor
Lauren Meister said. “As such, it
is important that we show our
commitment to protecting our
LGBTQ community – residents,
businesses and visitors. Many in
the community patronize businesses in our Rainbow District

and want to know that we care
about their safety, that we support
their right to be who they are and
that we stand with them again hate
and violence. For me, participating in the candlelight vigil is about
expressing support and solidarity
needed to move forward.”
See Vigil page 27

Los Angeles LGBT Center gives thanks Horvath reflects on WeHo,
looks ahead to new role

n Center serves

Thanksgiving dinner
to 300 people

n City Councilwoman

elected to county
Board of Supervisors

By Joey Waldinger
The Los Angeles LGBT Center
held an in-person Thanksgiving
feast for the first time in three years
on Nov. 22, welcoming approximately 300 community members to
its Anita May Rosenstein Campus
in Hollywood.
During the Intergenerational
Thanksgiving Celebration, sheltered and unhoused residents of all
ages dined on food prepared by
members of the LGBT Center’s
culinary arts program, sipped festive mocktails, posed with
“RuPaul’s Drag Race” alumni and
cheered during a performance by
Charles Galin and Salina
Estities.
“In the gay community, we’ve
created the term chosen family.
Hosting this Thanksgiving was
about providing an opportunity for
chosen family to be together,” said

By rance collins
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Community members celebrated Thanksgiving at the Los Angeles LGBT
Center on Nov. 22.

director of senior services Kierra
Pollock.
When it first opened in 2019, the
Rosenstein Campus was envisioned
as a space to bring together clients
of all ages, Pollock said. The
COVID-19 pandemic halted those

plans, but after years of social isolation and the Nov. 19 shooting at an
LGBTQ nightclub in Colorado,
gathering for the holidays was especially important, Pollock said.
“We’re feeling the need even
See Center page 27

Lindsey Horvath has been a
prominent West Hollywood figure for most of her adult life, first
joining the West Hollywood City
Council in 2009 when she was
just 26 years old. She had previously been a member of the city’s
Women’s Advisory Board. When
she lost her election bid in 2011,
she kept working with the city as
a member of the transportation
commission, ultimately winning
her 2015 campaign to rejoin the
council and going on to serve two
terms as West Hollywood’s
mayor.
“I’m proud of bringing in a
whole new generation of leadership into the city,” Horvath said.
“We brought so many new voices

and perspectives, especially
young people, onto boards and
commissions. We created task
forces and all different kinds of
groups. When I became mayor in
2015, I appointed the mayor’s
Millennial Task Force. Because
50% of our city is under the age
of 40, I wanted to make sure we
had representatives who spoke to
a new generation in terms of their
leadership.”
It’s been a wild ride for
Horvath, leading the city as
mayor during the contentious
2016 presidential election and the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“When I ran for reelection in
2019, I didn’t expect that we
would be tackling COVID and an
economic downturn. The George
Floyd protests and uprisings and
everything that we’ve seen, but
people elect us to meet the
moment. And I believe that we
did in terms of our leadership as a
See Horvath page 26
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Holocaust survivor honored
on his 100th birthday

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse presented a proclamation on Nov.
20 to Holocaust survivor Joe Alexander on his 100th birthday. The
Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust hosted a birthday celebration
for Alexander, a survivor of 12 concentration camps including
Auschwitz-Birkenau. Bosse honored Alexander with a special
proclamation during the event recognizing his story and strength.
“He is here to bear witness and tell his story,” Bosse said. “And we
are here to honor him and the millions of lives murdered, and stand
up to hate.”

Koretz authors climate change motions
Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, introduced three pieces of climate legislation on Nov. 21 aimed at reducing
the levels of harmful greenhouse
gas.
One of the motions will ban the
sale of new gasoline-powered cars
in stages beginning in 2028, anoth-
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er will create a greenhouse gas
emissions fee for private jets landing at Los Angeles airports, and the
third will investigate what is necessary to close the SoCal Gas Playa
Vista Natural Gas Storage facility.
“We need to pull our collective
heads out of the sand and face the
climate crisis at the actual speed
and actual scale necessary. That
means ending the production of the
internal combustion engine immediately, ending free private jet joy
rides and closing down the ticking
time bomb fossil fuel infrastructure
that threatens LAX at Playa Vista,”
Koretz said. “It is already far too
late for the eyes of the future to look
back on us in gratitude. Now with
the U.N. Secretary-General warning of an already-looming global
food shortage and the climate
destruction of America’s two
mightiest rivers – the Colorado and
the Mississippi – we need to fight
for any kind of future at all for
humanity.”

Classical concert

Classical music fans are invited to the
Los
Angeles
Philharmonic’s
“Shostakovich and Saint-Saëns” concerts on Friday, Nov. 25, at 8 p.m., and
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 26-27, at 2
p.m. at the Walt
Disney Concert
Hall. Conductor
Gustavo Gimeno
will lead the
orchestra,
and
pianist
Javier
Perianes will be
the
featured
soloist. Saint-Saëns’ Piano Concerto
No. 5, “The Egyptian,” and
Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 5 in D
minor, Op. 47, will be performed.
Tickets start at $55. 111 S. Grand Ave.
laphil.com.

Cinelounge

Cinelounge Sunset is holding a special engagement of “Most Guys Are
Losers” running from Friday, Nov. 25,
through Thursday, Dec. 1. Written and
directed by Eric Ustian., the comedydrama stars Andy Buckley, Mira
Sorvino, Michael Provost, Grace
Fulton, Keith David and Paul Sorvino.
Over Thanksgiving weekend in
Chicago, a college
student
from
California seeks
approval from his
girlfriend’s dad –
a bar owner and
author of a dating
book called “Most
Guys Are Losers.”
Showtimes vary; see schedule. 6464
Sunset
Blvd.
(323)924-1644,
cineloungehollywood.com.

American
Cinematheque

American Cinematheque is holding
“The First Cranksgiving: A Feast of
Adrenaline” running from Friday,
Nov. 25, through Thursday, Dec. 1, at
the Los Feliz Theatre. Enjoy a series
of pulse-pounding, action-packed
thrillers running through the holiday
weekend. The films “Crank,” “The
Fast And The Furious: Tokyo Drift,”
“Run Lola Run,” “The Rock,”
“Armored Car Robbery,” “Déjà Vu,”
“Break,” “Con Air,” “Crank: High
Voltage,” “Speed 2: Cruise Control,”
“Strange Shadows In An Empty
Room” and “Baby Driver” will be
shown. See schedule for showtimes.

CALENDAR
1822 N. Vermont Ave. americancinematheque.com.

Art tour

Join a LACMA docent for a tour of
the exhibit “Park Dae Sung: Virtuous
Ink and Contemporary Brush” on
Saturday, Nov. 26, from 1-1:30 p.m. at
the museum. The exhibition spotlights
paintings in Park’s signature style.
With a single brush, he portrays his
subjects by fusing the aesthetics of
East and West. The intimate exhibition enables viewers to see the brushstrokes and compositions up close.
Free with $20 museum admission, the
tour meets at BCAM, Level 1, 5905
Wilshire Blvd. lacma.org.

‘Little Red
Riding Hood’

Families can enjoy a special production of “Little Red Riding Hood” running from Saturday, Nov. 26, through
Saturday, Jan. 28, at Theatre West. The
award-winning musical retelling of the
beloved fairy tale focuses on a sneaky
wolf who intercepts Little Red Riding
Hood in the woods and tries to pull a
fast one on her grandmother, only to
discover that that they have a big surprise for him. Not too scary or dark,
the play is intended for children ages
3-9 and includes humor, songs and
audience interaction. Showtimes are at
1 p.m., Saturdays. 3333 Cahuenga
Blvd. West. theatrewest.org.

The Three Stooges

Fans of classic comedy won’t want to
miss the 24th
annual
Three
Stooges
Big
Screen Event on
Saturday, Nov. 26,
at 2 and 8 p.m. at
the Alex Theatre.
Join Moe, Larry,
Curly and Shemp
for a program full of laughs. All of the

shorts will be presented in 35 mm and
black and white film. The event supports the Alex Film Society and
includes a raffle with Three Stooges
memorabilia. General admission is
$16. 216 N. Brand Blvd., Glendale.
(818)243-2539, alexfilmsociety.org.

Holocaust Museum
‘Building Bridges’

Holocaust Museum Los Angeles is
holding “Building Bridges: Repairing
Our City,” an in person discussion on
Tuesday, Nov. 29, at 7 p.m. USC and
UC Berkeley professor Dan Schnur
will lead the discussion with Michael
Lawson, of the Los Angeles Urban
League; Nancy Yap, of Center for
Asian Americans United for
Empowerment; and Helen Torres, of
Hispanas Organized for Political
Equality. During divided times in Los
Angeles, the discussion will focus on
tensions and potential solutions.
Suggested donation is $10; reservations required. 100 The Grove Drive.
holocaustmuseumla.org.

Chriskirkpatrickmas

The Actors Company presents
“Chriskirkpatrickmas: A Boy Band
Christmas Musical” running from
Thursday, Dec. 1, through Sunday, Dec.
11. “A Christmas
Carol” meets “It’s a
Wonderful Life”
meets *NSYNC in
a musical parody.
It’s Christmas Eve
2009 and Chris
Kirkpatrick from
*NSYNC has a
decision to make. The show offers 12
original songs, and all audience members
can attend “A Boy Band Christmas
Party” with the cast after each performance. Showtimes are 8 p.m.,
Wednesday through Friday; 2 and 8 p.m.,
Saturday; and 3 p.m., Sunday. Tickets are
$45. 916 N Formosa Ave. chriskirkpatrickmas.com.
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WeHo Council approves Fountain bike lanes
n Plans call for lanes

to be installed
in 2023

By rance collins
Bicycles will soon be able to roll
down Fountain Avenue more safely. The West Hollywood City
Council voted unanimously at its
Nov. 21 meeting to go forward
with a pilot plan for protected bike
lanes for the street, which is widely
known as a cut-through option to
avoid heavy traffic along Santa
Monica and Sunset boulevards.
Fountain Avenue is so famous for
this distinction that when Johnny
Carson asked Bette Davis if she
had advice for young actresses trying to make it in Hollywood, she
replied, “Take Fountain.”
“[The pilot study] will include
reducing lanes for vehicular traffic
to accommodate protected bike
lanes,” Mayor Lauren Meister said.
“My goal is to make the street safe
for all – the residents who live
there, pedestrians, bicyclists, as
well as commuters.”
A study by the city presented
three options along Fountain
Avenue to residents, and also
included the potential for unprotected bike lanes or to keep the
street as is. According to West
Hollywood Councilman John
Erickson, the overwhelming
majority of residents wanted protected bike lanes.
“An online survey overwhelmingly showed that 62% of people
that took the survey wanted option
one, protected bike lanes. 10% of
people wanted option two, which
was unprotected bike lanes. So,
you look at 72% [of people] wanted change,” he said.
The loss of street parking was
the primary concern for residents.
The project will remove up to 150
parking spaces on the westbound
side and 190 parking spaces on the
eastbound side. Many older build-

ings line Fountain Avenue that
were built without parking garages.
“I salute any attempt to reduce
accidents, to improve accessibility
and, of course, to tackle climate
change. That said, as a 16-year resident of North Kings Road, I have
concerns,”
resident
Sarah
Adolphson said during the public
comment section of the meeting.
“While something should be done
to that street, I do not think the presented options are the answer. I’m
primarily worried about the reduction in parking. North Kings and
Flores and many streets that connect to Fountain already have limited parking spots for residents, let
alone our guests. A reduction in
parking on Fountain will only
exacerbate that situation. I’m also
concerned about the diversion of
traffic. It’s not going to get rid of
traffic. It’s just going to move it
around.”
Erickson said that alternative
parking options will be explored by
city staff.
“Parallel parking on streets actually takes up more room than diagonal parking. And so as long as the
flow of traffic works there, we can
change to diagonal parking,” he
said, going on to explain that
expansion of permit parking in surrounding streets would also be considered.
“In terms of implementation, I
do share some of the concerns of
residents regarding the loss of residential parking spaces and
increased congestion,” Meister
said. “However, we will determine
if these are barriers to success
when we conduct the pilot.”
Many residents attended the
Nov. 21 meeting and spoke in favor
of the pilot program.
“Unfortunately for car owners,
they own a vehicle that takes up
approximately 120 square feet of
real estate at any given time,” resident Annie Jump Vicente said.
“People on foot take up about three
square feet. Bicyclists take up

WeHo race has Byers in second,
Heilman and Wright jockey for third

By rance collins

The results of the West
Hollywood City Council have shifted following the Nov. 22 vote count
update. Mayor Lauren Meister,
with a comfortable 2,106 vote lead,
is expected to be reelected to the
council.
Chelsea Byers and former
Councilman John Heilman stand at
second and third place, with 3,949
and 3,912 votes, respectively. Byers
was initially in fifth place after the
first ballot report on Election Night,
Nov. 8, but has surged to second
place as mail-in ballots have continued to be counted.
Just 20 votes short of third place
in the current tally is Zekiah N.
Wright. Robert Oliver is in fifth
place with 3,754 votes and former
Councilman John Duran stands at
sixth with 3,689 votes. Both
Heilman and Duran lost reelection
bids in 2020 following decades on
the council. Duran was initially in
third place following the first voting reports, but conceded the race
on Nov. 23.
“I am very grateful that Lauren
Meister and John Heilman were
returned to council,” Duran said.
“We need reasonable pragmatic
people [on] the council to steady

the city against drastic radical
change. I wish Chelsea Byers success. I offer her the same wise
advice given to me when I joined
council in 2001, ‘Talk less. Listen
more.’ Every time I failed to heed
this advice – I paid a price.”
Oliver conceded the race on Nov.
22.
“In the closest election in WeHo
history, we were only .43% shy, but
we came up short,” Oliver wrote in
an Instagram post. “This has been a
life-changing journey. It’s not the
end of the story, but the conclusion
of a chapter. More to come. Thank
you for your unwavering support
and encouragement, your belief in
me and, most importantly, your
friendship.”
Heilman remained hopeful he
will hold third place.
“The closeness of the race
demonstrates why it is so important
for people to vote,” Heilman said.
“Although there are still a handful
of votes to be counted, I’m looking
forward to the opportunity to serve
the community again.”
The new members will be sworn
in at the Dec. 5 City Council meeting.
Byers and Wright did not
respond to a request for comment
by deadline.

about 15 square feet. Car owners
need to understand that [they have]
nine to 40 times more space that
either a pedestrian or bicyclist, plus
their car takes up that space when
not in use. Cars not in use are
obstructions for people using the
road. Get rid of them. Getting rid of
the most parking spots is crucial to
safe streets.:
“There will be some parking
spaces lost, but I directed staff to
look at creative ways of increasing
parking on the side streets such as
angled parking rather than parallel
where feasible,” Mayor Pro
Tempore Sepi Shyne said. “Our
pedestrians will finally have ADAcompliant widened sidewalks. Our
bicyclists and those who use other
alternate forms of mobility such as
scooters will be able to ride safely,
and our residents will have less
traffic and slower cars which will
make Fountain safer for all.”
Erickson said that the bike lanes
would likely be created in 2023,
though a specific date will take
time to determine.
“This is a long sought-after need
and change, and we’re all doing it.

photo by Edwin Folven

Protected bike lanes will soon line Fountain Avenue at Crescent Heights
Boulevard in West Hollywood.

We’re all doing what we can to
improve safety for everyone,” he
said.
“We made a bold choice to
return Fountain Avenue to the
neighborhood it serves – to make
real our promise of safer walkable,
rideable, enjoyable streets,”

Councilman John D’Amico said.
“It’s so easy for me to see the
future Fountain as a tree lined
avenue, with people casually walking by while others ride their bikes
and scooters in a protected bike
lane, all while still allowing cars to
get to their destinations.”
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Man arrested for allegedly robbing Beverly Drive store Hancock Park hit with

uptick in burglaries

By joey waldinger

Beverly Hills Police Department
officers on Nov. 18 arrested a man
suspected of robbing a store in the
300 block of North Beverly Drive,
BHPD Lt. Giovanni Trejo said.
At approximately 11:10 a.m.,
police received a report that a man
entered a store, picked up several
articles of clothing and then
attempted to flee the scene, bumping into a store employee on his
way out, Trejo said.
The suspect was still in the vicinity when police arrived shortly
after, and after a brief chase they
arrested him near the intersection
of Beverly Drive and North Santa
Monica Boulevard, Trejo said. He
added that no weapons were used
and no one was injured.
Anyone with information is
asked to call (310)550-4951.

By edwin folven

photo by Joey Waldinger

A man was arrested on Nov. 18 for allegedly stealing clothing from a
shop on Beverly Drive.

Three arrested for Beverly Hills armed robbery

Beverly Hills Police Department
officers have arrested three suspects in connection with an armed
robbery on May 3 at a residence in
the 700 block of North Camden
Drive.
The BHPD responded to a call
during the early morning hours of
May 3 and determined an armed
robbery had occurred. Multiple
suspects entered a residence and
forced the occupants to surrender
property. The suspects fled in a
vehicle that was parked in a nearby
alley.
BHPD detectives conducted a
follow-up investigation and
reviewed public and private sur-

veillance camera footage. Physical
evidence was also found at the
scene, although authorities did not
specify what evidence was located.
On Nov. 16, BHPD detectives
arrested three suspects in connection with the robbery. The suspects
were identified as Charles Daniel
Chiodo and Joseph Michael
Haberlack, both of Sylmar, and
Anthony Chavez Avila Jr., of
Northridge. A firearm was recovered from Chiodo when he was
arrested, police said. He was
booked for felony robbery and
being a felon in possession of a
firearm. Haberlack and Avila were
booked for felony robbery.

The investigation is ongoing.
Arrest warrants have been issued
for two additional suspects and
detectives are searching for them.
No description of the other suspects was provided.
“Let this be a reminder to anyone
thinking of committing a crime in
Beverly Hills, you will be caught,”
BHPD Chief Mark Stainbrook
said.
Anyone with information is
urged to call the BHPD at
(310)285-2125.
Anonymous
reports can be made by texting TIP
to 888777, calling Crime Stoppers
at (800)222-8477, or visiting
lacrimestoppers.org.

Lawsuit over home-sharing ordinance violations settled

Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer announced on Nov. 18 that his
office has resolved its civil enforcement action against HomeAway, a
subsidiary of Expedia Group and the
operator of the vacation rental platform Vrbo.
In March, Feuer sued HomeAway
alleging that it routinely violates the
city’s home-sharing ordinance. The
ordinance prohibits hosting platforms like HomeAway from processing or completing booking
transactions for hosts who have not
registered their short-term rental
properties with the city.
Under the settlement, HomeAway
will pay $150,000 in civil penalties

and must adhere to a rigorous compliance plan that requires the hosting
platform to update listings daily and
remove all short-term rental listings
in Los Angeles lacking a valid registration number or exemption.
Additionally, HomeAway must provide annual reports on compliance to
the City Attorney’s Office for the
next three years.
“This resolution is an important
win. Unregulated short-term rentals
reduce our housing supply and contribute to increased rental costs, rob
the city of revenue to pay for basic
services and can undermine neighborhood quality of life,” Feuer said.
“If big vacation rental conglomer-

ates look the other way when it
comes to our laws, as we alleged
here, they also compete unfairly
with those playing by the rules. This
settlement successfully addresses all
these issues.”
The city enacted the home-sharing ordinance in December 2018 to
limit negative impacts of short-term
rentals. During its pre-lawsuit investigation, the City Attorney’s Office
discovered that during a 30-day period from November to December
2021, nearly 30% of HomeAway’s
booking transactions for short-term
rentals in Los Angeles violated the
ordinance. For information, visit lacityattorney.org.

Man who robbed victims after meeting online sentenced
A 23-year-old man who allegedly
met gay men online and then
robbed them was sentenced on
Nov. 21 to 9 years and 3 months in
federal prison.
Derrick Patterson, of Compton,
was sentenced by United States
District Judge John F. Walter, who
ordered him to pay $84,195 in restitution. Walter also applied a hate
crime enhancement to Patterson’s
sentence.
Patterson admitted in his plea
agreement to robbing five victims
from June 2021 to March 2022. The
robberies occurred in Beverly Hills,
West Hollywood and Hollywood.
Patterson targeted victims using
Grindr, a social networking platform for LGBTQ+ people, and met
his victims at their homes or in
hotel rooms under the pretense of
engaging in sexual encounters.

Many times, Patterson asked to use
victims’ phones and then used them
to transfer money to himself or
make purchases, authorities said.
During a July 2021 incident, a
victim discovered Patterson had
used his phone to steal money and
confronted the suspect, who threatened the victim with a knife.
Patterson used the victim’s Venmo
account to steal $3,950 and used a
different online account to pay for
two hotels.com transactions,
authorities said.
In February 2022, Patterson met
another victim, threatened him with
a stun gun and demanded money,
authorities said. The victim gave
$120 to Patterson. The defendant
fled with the victim’s phone and
later used it to ask the victim’s contacts for money. Patterson also used
the victim’s phone to access the vic-

tim’s Apple Pay account and
opened a line of credit in the victim’s name with Goldman Sachs,
authorities said. Patterson then
went to a T-Mobile store in Los
Angeles and used the Goldman
Sachs credit line to purchase Apple
Airpods for approximately $275.
Patterson also used the victim’s
bank account to pay for a hotel
room, authorities said.
Patterson admitted in court documents that he assaulted one victim –
against whom he used a homophobic slur – and threatened to shoot
another victim during an encounter
in a hotel room.
The FBI investigated the case,
with assistance from the Los
Angeles Police Department, Los
Angeles
County
Sheriff’s
Department and Beverly Hills
Police Department.

Officers from the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Wilshire and
Olympic divisions are warning
about home burglaries occurring
in Hancock Park and the surrounding communities.
Authorities said it is important
to “harden the target,” meaning
taking steps to prevent break-ins
and reduce the likelihood of
becoming a victim. The burglaries
have primarily been occurring
during the late afternoon and early
evening hours, and are believed to
involve two male suspects. One
generally waits in a vehicle and
acts as a lookout while the other
rings a doorbell to see if anyone is
home, then enters the back yard,
breaks a window and commits the
burglary, said Capt. Sonia
Monico, commanding officer of
the Wilshire Division.
“It’s not just Hancock Park,
we’ve had an increase in burglaries throughout the division during
the evening hours when people
are out to dinner. So we’re just
asking folks, and we put out on
social media, to make sure they
lock their doors, leave their lights
on and utilize their alarm and
video system.”
Monico did not have the exact
number of burglaries that have
occurred during the recent spree,
but crimemaping.com shows
approximately 20 break-ins in
Hancock Park and the surrounding neighborhoods since Nov. 6.
She said in some instances, an
occupant was home and the suspect fled when confronted. No
injuries have been reported during
the recent burglaries, she said.

Monico added that many residents do not respond if someone
knocks on their door, and she
encouraged them to keep doors
closed but to say something that
lets a potential burglar know
somebody is home. She said
keeping radios or televisions on
can be helpful in discouraging
burglars.
“We also ask that neighbors
look out for each other, and that
they call if they see anything suspicious,” Monico said.
Olympic Division Captain
Aaron Ponce warned residents to
look for suspicious vehicles
parked and idling in neighborhoods, and take notice of people
bundled up on warm days wearing hooded sweatshirts, masks
and gloves.
“If you witness a possible crime
in action please call 911,” Ponce
said.
Monico said the LAPD is
deploying additional resources
throughout the division during the
holidays to reduce crime in neighborhoods, shopping districts and
malls. Motorists are warned to
never keep valuables in plain sight
inside vehicles, and to always be
aware of their surroundings when
returning to cars in parking lots.
Park in well-illuminated locations
and avoid walking alone, especially at night.
LAPD officers are available to
work with residents and business
owners on measures to prevent
crime and reduce the potential for
becoming a victim. For information and to schedule an appointment, call the Wilshire Division’s
Community Relations Office at
(213)473-0200.
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Where
re Angelenos hav
ave
ve been dining on Hot Dogs for
for 83 yea
years!!

Treat yourself to a quintessential
L.A. experience!
83 Years of Serving Scrumptious
Hot Dogs and Hamburgers!

Happy Thanksgiving!

We also serve GREAT
Turkey Dogs & Turkey Burgers
topped with yummy
cranberries, too!
Open til 6 pm on
Thanksgiving Day
& til 2 am all weekend!

La Brea & Melrose
at Historic Pink’s Square

We
Cater!
CateringByPinks@gmail.com

www.pinkshollywood.com

@theofficialpinkshotdogs
@pinkshotdogs
#pinkshotdogs
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Bass celebrates victory, prepares to lead

n L.A.’s first woman

mayor promises
quick action

By Joey Waldinger
Karen Bass, the first woman
elected mayor of Los Angeles,
greeted supporters in front of the
Ebell Theatre on Nov. 17 after
defeating developer Rick Caruso.
Flanked by supporters, Bass
delivered a short speech thanking
voters and outlining her plan as
mayor.
“My pledge to you is that I will
hit the ground running on Day
One,” Bass said. “Los Angeles is
the greatest city on Earth, and I
know if we come together, if we
hold each other accountable, if we
focus on the best of who we are, we
will create better neighborhoods
today and a better future for our
children.”
Bass acknowledged the challenges she faces, promising to fight
rising homelessness, soaring rents
and other conditions that have hurt
many Angelenos’ quality of life.
She said it is unacceptable that
many residents work more than one
job to survive, and would advocate
for union jobs and higher salaries.

“Tonight, 40,000 Angelenos will
sleep without a home, and five
might not wake up. Many
Angelenos do not feel safe in their
neighborhoods, and families have
been priced out of their communities,” Bass said.
She added that she will declare a
state of emergency on her first day
in office, identifying areas to build
housing and rolling out an overarching plan to combat the homelessness crisis. Bass also said she wants
to include faith-based organizations
and established nonprofits in her
fight against homelessness.
A former nurse and community
organizer who was elected to the
House of Representatives in 2016,
Bass said she would approach the
role of mayor by building coalitions
to get things done.
“Being a coalition builder is not
about coming together and singing
Kumbaya. Being a coalition builder
is about marshaling all of the
resources, all of the skills, all of the
talent of this city,” Bass said.
The mayor-elect appealed to
Caruso voters, welcoming them “in
every aspect of my administration,”
and said that she hopes to work
with her former opponent.
Bass did not announce any members of her transition team, and said

photo courtesy of Beverly Hills Unified School District

The Beverly Hills Unified School District Board of Education has
approved $26,000 for the designs of a proposed mental wellness center
at Beverly Vista Middle School.

BHUSD board approves funds for
middle school wellness center

n Architectural firm

will draft preliminary
designs
By Joey Waldinger
The Beverly Hills Unified
School District Board of Education
on Nov. 22 unanimously approved
a $26,000 architectural services
agreement for the design of the
BulldogAid Wellness Center at the
Beverly Vista Middle School.
The agreement with Architects
McDonald, Soutar and Paz Inc. followed a Nov. 8 study session where
it was determined that the wellness
center should be housed in a modular building that will include three
private offices for counseling services and an open space to facilitate peer mediation, mindfulness
and group activities. The building
will also be designed to complement the surrounding structures.
“I look forward to having this
center up as soon as possible,”
BHUSD Board president Mary
Wells said.
The architects must complete the

design plans before the district
hires a contractor to construct the
building, BHUSD Board member
Noah Margo said. He did not say
when the design plans will be completed, but said that the district
hopes to finish the project in 10
months.
Like other modular structures, it
is possible that the building will be
constructed offsite and then assembled at the school, Margo said.
Under the agreement, the firm
will be responsible for “all of the
architectural, design and/or engineering services necessary to complete the project.”
The firm will help the district
obtain necessary approvals for all
of the building’s utilities, provide a
written preliminary evaluation of
the project’s schedule and budget,
and attend regular meetings with
district officials and consultants.
The firm will also “provide services required due to programmatic
changes … including, but not limited to, size, quality, complexity,
method of bidding or negotiating
the contract for construction,” the
agreement states.

she would continue shaping her
administration after being sworn in
on Dec. 12.
The first woman and the second
Black person elected mayor of Los
Angeles, Bass is still processing the
historical significance of her win,
she said.
“When you do make history …
you have extra responsibility, you
always have to make sure that you
maintain excellence in every step of
the way,” Bass said. “But when
you’re thinking about that, you
have to think that the path that you
go is laying the foundation for those
who come behind you.”

photo by Joey Waldinger

Following her victory, Mayor-elect Karen Bass thanked supporters and
promised to take immediate action after taking office.
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Subway work in Beverly Hills stops for holidays

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority is temporarily halting
work in public spaces on the Purple
Line Extension project in Beverly
Hills in compliance with a moratorium on construction from
Thanksgiving Day through New
Year’s Day. Work will continue
within the Wilshire/Rodeo station,
and at other locations along the subway alignment outside of Beverly
Hills.
At the eastern end of the project,
construction is occurring in work
zones in the middle of Wilshire
Boulevard between Crenshaw
Boulevard and June Street, and
Ridgely Drive and Curson Avenue.
At Wilshire/La Brea, crews are
building the station entrance in a
construction staging area at the
northwest corner of the intersection. Wilshire Boulevard will continue to be reduced to two lanes in
each direction between Orange
Drive and Detroit Street. Two lanes
remain open in each direction on La
Brea Avenue at Wilshire Boulevard.

Construction continues underground on the subway station near
Wilshire/Fairfax, and at street level
along the south side of Wilshire
Boulevard. Wilshire Boulevard will
be reduced to two lanes in each
direction at La Jolla Avenue, just
east of San Vicente Boulevard.
Work is also occurring in construction staging yards near
Wilshire/La Cienega. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes between San Vicente and La
Cienega boulevards, and may intermittently be reduced to one lane in
each direction. Left turns from
Wilshire Boulevard to southbound
Gale Drive and Tower Drive are
restricted, and daily restrictions to
northbound Gale Drive may also be
in place.
Work also continues on the
Westwood/UCLA station and
Westwood/VA Hospital station,
including excavation, instrumentation and storm drain work. Through
Nov. 30, crews will be installing
conduits for LADWP temporary
power on Wilshire Boulevard near

Veteran Avenue from 11 p.m.-6
a.m. and 9 p.m.-6 a.m., Monday
through Friday.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.
Crews are pouring concrete and
shaping the tunnel floors for the
Purple line Extension project.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a
public meeting to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

Citywide, West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

The proposed Ordinance would adopt the California Building Code (2022), California Electrical Code (2022); California Plumbing Code (2022); California Mechanical Code
(2022); California Residential Code (2022); California Green
Building Standards Code (2022); California Existing Building Code (2022); incorporating the Los Angeles County
amendments to said codes; add the California Historical
Building Code (2022); and amend Titles 13 of the West Hollywood Municipal Code.

PERMIT(S):

Ordinance, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE
OF MEETING:

Monday, December 5, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.
West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room –
Council Chambers
625 N. San Vicente Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069

ZONES:

Citywide

Metro seeks members for
public safety committee

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority is seeking applicants for
its Public Safety Advisory
Committee, and invites members
of the public to submit applications
by Wednesday, Nov. 30.
The Public Safety Advisory
Committee will review, comment
and provide input on how Metro
can reimagine public safety on its
transit system. Metro is looking for
individuals from local communities
who regularly ride Metro and are
committed to supporting the
agency in fulfilling its public safety
mission. Metro takes a holistic,
equitable and welcoming approach
to public safety.
Ten new committee members
will be selected, and an additional
five appointees will be selected
from the original committee. New
members must be transit riders and
stakeholders who have expertise in
racial justice, equitable transit, public safety reform, law enforcement,
victims’ rights, mental health,
homelessness or social services.
Metro is particularly interested in
recruiting youth, women, seniors
and those with disabilities to join
the advisory committee.

Committee members will be
tasked with addressing transit rider
concerns that were identified in
Metro’s 2021 Public Safety
Customer Survey and 2022
Customer Experience Survey.
Topics for discussion include emergency call buttons at stations and
bus stops, support for people with
disabilities, the role of social and
mental health service workers on
the transit system, transit ambassadors’ impact and effectiveness,
and safety reporting tools. In recognition of the committee’s role in
helping improve riders’ customer
experience, the committee will be
directly overseen by Metro’s
Customer Experience Department.
Meetings will take place monthly over the next two years.
Individuals interested in participating can apply online by visiting
metro.net/psac. Applications can
also be emailed to psac@metro.net
or mailed to Los Angeles Metro,
ATTN: Public Safety Advisory
Committee, One Gateway Plaza,
Mail Stop 99-25, Los Angeles, CA
90012.
For
information,
visit
metro.net/psac.

Notable Quotes
“I wish the bald eagle had not been chosen as the representative of
our country; he is a bird of bad moral character ... like those
among men who live by sharping and robbing, he is generally poor
and ofern very lousy ...
The turkey ... is a much more respectable bird, and withal a true
original native of America.”
Benjamin Franklin
1706-1790
Letter to Sarah Bache
January 26, 1784

Happy Thanksgiving!
*source: Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations

photo courtesy of Metro

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
N/A
City Hall is open to the public for service on a walk-in basis, however appointments will continue to be available and highly encouraged. The staff report will be available on Wednesday, November 30, 2022 on-line at
www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only
those issues you or someone else raised at the public meeting described in
this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood
City Council, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior
to, the public meeting.
To comply with the American with Disabilities Act of 1990, If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the City
Clerk at (323) 848-6800 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said public meeting
to express their opinion in this matter.
For further information regarding this item, contact Ben Galan, Building and
Safety Manager in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323)
848-6512; or via email at: bgalan@weho.org
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-8486826.
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New LAFD program stresses diversity and inclusion PATH uses $5 million grant to
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
and Los Angeles Fire Department
Chief Kristin Crowley on Nov. 22
launched the LAFD’s inaugural
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Bureau, which will focus on ensuring a safe, diverse and inclusive
workplace in the department.
“We believe in, and are committed to, justice in Los Angeles, and
we focus an equity lens on every
aspect of our work,” Garcetti said.
“The Bureau of Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion will help to ensure
that our progress is permanent and
we’re always moving forward with
a city government and institutions
that reflect and value our diversity.”
The Diversity, Equity and

Inclusion Bureau will focus on
building and fostering a department committed to engaging and
respecting the humanity of all its
members, reflected in recruitment
and hiring, workplace conduct,
retention and promotion. The DEI
Bureau will be fully staffed by
January and will be led by Deputy
Chief Stephen Gutierrez, the
department’s first chief equity officer.
In January 2022, Garcetti
appointed Crowley, the first
woman to lead the LAFD. This
year, of the more than 6,500 applicants to LAFD, 70% were people
of color and nearly 8% of candidates were female, which is double
the current percentage of female

firefighters within the department.
The LAFD Girls Camp, which
introduces young women 14-18 to
career opportunities in the department, recently resumed operations
after the pandemic.
“The LAFD is fully committed
to creating positive change,”
Crowley said. “With the new DEI
Bureau, the department will develop and drive forward key diversity,
equity and inclusion strategies and
initiatives to enhance the LAFD’s
work environment and performance. We will maximize our
efforts to build and promote a culture where our diversity is truly
valued and our work environment
is safe and supportive for all.”
For information, visit lafd.org.

Council approves new scheduling rules
for retail employees

The Los Angeles City Council
tentatively approved a Fair Work
Week ordinance on Nov. 21 that is
intended to make work schedules
more predictable for retail workers.
The ordinance, which will impact
70,000 retail and grocery workers
citywide, is expected to go into
effect in April 2023, pending a
final vote at a second reading by
the council next week.
“As we enter the holiday shopping season, we are reminded of
our responsibility to support and
protect our retail and grocery
workers,” said Councilman Curren
Price, 9th District. “We must recognize the gaps and wide range of
concerns faced by workers, and put
their needs over the profits of corporations. These new regulations
will provide employees – many of
whom are people of color and live
paycheck to paycheck – predictability, stability and flexibility
in their work schedules, while
demonstrating respect and appreciation for them and their families.
Besides being the right thing to do,
these protections will make it easier for Angelenos to balance their
family and work lives, and to plan
ahead.”
The policy, which was co-introduced in 2019 by Price and
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, will require employers to
provide 14 days advance notice of
work schedules, as well as predictability pay for last minute
schedule changes or canceled
shifts. Employees will have the
right to accept or decline extra
hours added on short notice, and
employers must provide mandatory rest periods. Workers must have
at least 10 hours rest between shifts
or will be given additional pay.
The new policy will also grant
employees the right to request
scheduling accommodations and to

decline shifts, even if their employers offer them overtime pay.
Employees will receive a “good
faith estimate” for their work hours
and will be offered additional
hours prior to new temporary
workers being hired to fill their
positions.
“This is a hard-fought, historic
victory for Los Angeles retail
workers,” said Amardeep Gill,
director of the grocery and retail
campaign at the Los Angeles
Alliance for a New Economy.
“When we launched the Fair Work
Week L.A. campaign five years
ago, we envisioned a Los Angeles
retail economy that provides reliable jobs and stable incomes for
working families. We are one step
closer to that reality. Retail workers
will finally be able to plan their
budgets, care for their families and
juggle work and school.”
Reports indicate that 77% of Los
Angeles retail workers have unpredictable, last-minute and fluctuating work schedules, impacting
their ability to plan ahead for family, school and other commitments.
The Fair Work Week policy will
allow retail workers to establish a
schedule that is stable, sustainable
and predictable.
“There have been times when I
am scheduled to close at midnight
and expected to come the next day
at 6 a.m.” said Heidy Lopez, a
UFCW 770 member who works at
Food4Less. “That means that I
leave work around 12:30 a.m., get
home around 1 a.m., get up by 5
a.m. so that I can be back by 6 a.m.
Then I have to be alert and focused,
with a smile on my face.”
“I am a single father who supports four children,” grocery worker Oscar Beltran told the council.
“Even though I get a two weeksnotice of my schedule, it constantly
changes with less than a day’s

Bosse hosts final
‘Live with Lili’
event of 2022

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

Beverly Hills residents gathered
on Nov. 22 for Mayor Lili Bosse’s
final “Live with Lili” event of the
year. Bosse thanked the community
for coming together each month
and sharing suggestions for
improving the city.
“So much respect, inspiration,
hope and love in the room. A great
way to start Thanksgiving week,”
Bosse said.

notice. The Fair Work Week policy
is critical for single working parents like myself who need to be
able to plan for childcare.”
The retail industry is the second
largest employer in Los Angeles. A
majority of retail workers are from
communities of color and identify
as women.

address homelessness

People Assisting the Homeless,
known as PATH, has received a $5
million grant from the Bezos Day 1
Families Fund, making it the
largest private gift in the organization’s history. Launched in 2018 by
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, the
Day 1 Families Fund annually
issues leadership awards to organizations helping families move from
homelessness and shelters into permanent housing with services to
achieve stability.
“This immensely generous grant
will play a crucial role in building
more affordable housing and providing the supportive services
needed to keep families off the
streets,” PATH CEO Jennifer Hark
Dietz said. “Homes end homelessness, and this funding will help
alleviate some of the building costs
as PATH purchases, renovates and
modifies existing buildings so that
they can quickly become housing
units. The funds will also help support an in-depth assessment of our
family services staff’s top needs
and create a training program with
in-house trainers, curriculum, software and evaluation. This will
build the infrastructure needed to
increase retention and serve more
families.”

“This immensely
generous grant will play a
crucial role in building
more affordable housing.”
Jennifer Hark Dietz
PATH CEO

The one-time grant will help
PATH in its work to support families impacted by skyrocketing rent
costs, limited services and insufficient incomes. PATH plans to use
the grant to fund the predevelopment and acquisition of permanent
supportive housing for families,
and to retain and train PATH
Family Program staff.
PATH was selected as a Day 1
Families Fund grant recipient by a
group of national advisors who are
leading advocates and experts on
homelessness and service provision.
Over the past five years, the Day
1 Families Fund has provided 170
grants totaling more than $520 million to organizations around the
country working to combat homelessness. This year, the fund issued
$123.45 million in grants.
For
information,
visit
BezosDayOneFund.org/Day1Fami
liesFund and epath.org.
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Generous donation makes Thanksgiving special
n Wilshire PD passes

out turkeys to many
BY EDWIN FOLVEN

For Wilshire area resident Juan
Pablo, Thanksgiving wouldn’t be
possible without the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Wilshire
Division and the Life Driven
Foundation.
Pablo was among 200 people
who received a free turkey on Nov.
21 through an inaugural partnership
between the police station and the
foundation.
“I’m having a Thanksgiving
turkey thanks to the Wilshire police
department, and that’s from the bottom of my heart,” Pablo said. “It
makes a big difference. I went to
look for a turkey at the store, but it
was just too expensive. I’m very
grateful and blessed to have the
local police department here to help
the community, because they are
really making a difference. This is
my Thanksgiving dinner, and it’s
happening thanks to the Wilshire

Division.”
Sgt. A.J. Kirby said the Wilshire
Division and Life Driven
Foundation previously partnered to
hold youth sports programs, but
this year foundation founder Chris
Word called him with a special
request. Malibu businessman Amir
Heshmatpour, of AFH Holding and
Advisory LLC, donated the turkeys
to the foundation, and Word said
the Wilshire Division was the perfect place to distribute them.
“[Chris Word] came up with the
idea. He told me hey, ‘there’s possibility we can do a turkey giveaway,
would you be interested?’ And I
said, ‘sure, just pick a date,’ and
that’s how it came about,” Kirby
said. “It promotes goodwill
between the police and the community, and it’s something we hope to
continue for years and years.”
“We’re [celebrating] Thanksgiving
when we ought to be thankful for
many things, but there are unfortunately families out there that don’t
have the resources to provide what
we would consider a nice, full celebration,” LAPD Deputy Chief

Blake Chow said. “Anything that
we can do with the community to
bring that joy to a family during the
holidays is something we’re totally
behind.”
The police station and the foundation promoted the turkey giveaway on social media, with flyers
and word of mouth. Heshmatpour
said many recipients may not have
otherwise been able to have a
turkey on Thanksgiving.
“The inflation numbers [show]
turkeys are up 24%,” Heshmatpour
added. “Philanthropy has been a
big part of my life. We participate
with UCLA, we participate with
Make-A-Wish and participate with
several other schools and programs
to help.”
Word started the nonprofit Life
Driven Foundation after battling
cancer in 2006 and seeing children
at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
also suffering from the disease. The
foundation, based at 232 N. Canon
Drive in Beverly Hills, supports
cancer research and access to
resources and information on cancer prevention, awareness and

photo by Edwin Folven

Wilshire Division officers distributed turkeys to 200 people during an
inaugural Thanksgiving giveaway on Nov. 21.

screenings.
“I’m an ex-Marine and I believe
in no kid left behind, you know, no
family left behind,” Word said. “We
do whatever we can to help people
eat and be happy. We will definitely
think about them on Thanksgiving
and we will reach out to some of
the families and make sure that they
had a good holiday. We are also

going to be here for Christmas and
make sure kids have toys.”
Kirby said the station will begin
collecting toys after Thanksgiving
at 4861 W. Venice Blvd. For information, call the Wilshire Division’s
Community Relations Office at
(213)473-0200. For information
about the Life Driven Foundation,
visit lifedriven.org.
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Santa visits star-studded annual
Hollywood Christmas Parade
BY EDWIN FOLVEN
Celebrities, floats, equestrians,
marching bands, movie cars and
performers of all types will make
their way down the boulevard on
Sunday, Nov. 27, during the 90th
annual Hollywood Christmas
Parade supporting Marine Toys for
Tots.
The parade starts at 6 p.m. near
the corner of Hollywood Boulevard
and Orange Street. Grandstand
seating for this year’s parade is sold
out, but free viewing is available
curbside along the 3.2-mile route.
The Hollywood Christmas Parade
will also be shown at 8 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 16, on The CW
Network.
The parade will be hosted by

Erik Estrada, Laura McKenzie,
Dean Cain and Montel Williams,
with special co-host Elizabeth
Stanton. Actor, author and restaurateur Danny Trejo will serve as
grand marshal.
Organizers held a press conference on Nov. 21 at Ovation
Hollywood to showcase parade
performers including the Chinese
Lion and Dragon Dancers, PAVA
World Korean Traditional Band
and Dinosaurs in the Valley, which
will operate life-like dinosaur puppets on a parade float. Ninety
celebrities and VIPS, 39 movie
cars, 14 performers, 12 bands, 10
four-story character balloons and
four floats will participate, with a
grand finale of an appearance by
Santa Claus and his reindeer to

usher in the holiday season.
Guests can enjoy pre-parade
musical performances by Tichina
Arnold, Keaton Simons, Anna
Azerli, Scotty Berg, Savannah Rae
and Wyn Starks, as well as the
Gevorkian Dance Academy, Hip
Hop International, the Divas and
Drummers of Compton, Oaxacan
Indigenous Band and Dancers and
the Hollywood Starlettes. Los
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti and
City Councilmembers Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, and
Heather Hutt, 10th District, are also
scheduled to ride in the parade.
Many roads will be closed along
the parade route, which runs along
Hollywood Boulevard, Vine Street,
Sunset Boulevard and Orange
Drive. Parking restrictions will be
implemented on streets around the
route.
For information and a full line-up
of participants, visit thehollywoodchristmasparade.org.

photo by Edwin Folven

Chinese Lion and Dragon Dancers will be among the performers at the
90th annual Hollywood Christmas Parade.

Enjoy nightly projection show
at Beverly Hills City Hall

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

Beverly Hills celebrates the
holidays on Rodeo Drive

The city of Beverly Hills held its annual Rodeo Drive Holiday Lighting
Celebration on Nov 17. The holiday tradition included music, decorations,
food and family festivities. Approximately 7,000 people attended the
event. Beverly Hills City Councilman Lester Friedman, left, joined Vice
Mayor Julian Gold, actress and vocalist Katharine McPhee, Mayor Lili
Bosse, musician David Foster, Councilman John Mirisch and
Councilwoman Sharona Nazarian at the event. For information, visit beverlyhills.org and rodeodrive-bh.com.

photo courtesy of The Music Center

Grand Park lights up downtown

‘Tis the season for The Music Center to spread joy to thousands of
Angelenos and visitors for the holidays. L.A.’s premier performing arts
organization, its resident companies (LA Phil and the Los Angeles Master
Chorale) and Grand Park are producing nearly two dozen holiday-themed
events – beginning with the Los Angeles County Tree Lighting Ceremony
and Grand Park’s Holiday Lights on Monday, Nov. 28, that will keep
guests jolly throughout the year.
The festivities begin at 5 p.m. in Grand Park, located at 200 N. Grand
Ave.
For a complete list of The Music Centers’ holiday events, visit musiccenter.org/hohoho.

Unwrap the magic of the holidays during a free nightly projection show illuminating Beverly Hills City Hall. The show
runs from 6 p.m.-9:30 p.m. from Nov. 17-Jan. 1.
“Love our new ‘Unwrap the Magic’ projection show on City
Hall’s tower,” Mayor Lili Bosse Tweeted on Nov. 18. “It will
take your breath away.”
The light projection shows the tower being covered in gift
wrapping that disappears to reveal different holiday scenes,
including a Christmas tree that says “Merry Christmas Beverly
Hills” and a Hannukah menorah being lit.
Several free holiday shows are ongoing throughout the city,
including a light show at Beverly Gardens Park, a display of
light sculptures at Beverly Canon Gardens, and a holiday
activities at Greystone Mansion on Dec. 3 and Dec. 4.
For information, visit beverlyhills.org/holidaysbh.

photo courtesy of City of Beverly Hills
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Thanksgiving wishes and wishbones
With the holidays at hand, cheers
to “family who are friends and
friends who are family.” (my
favorite Irish toast)
Cheers “To alcohol! The cause of
– and solution to – all of life’s problems.” (Homer Simpson’s favorite
toast)
Meanwhile …
Cheers to long friendships, and to
tall drinks,
Cheers to the fortunate, the
homeless, the shrinks.
Cheers to the leftovers, long may
they live.
Cheers to the charities, long may
we give.
Cheers to old treasures, the candles, the ladles,
Cheers to our dogs cleaning up
under tables.
Cheers to the blush in the trees,
the crisp of the turkey,
Cheers to the kids coming home
— Boston to Berkeley.
Cheers to our guests, the
orphans, the light,
Cheers to raiding the fridge at
midnight.
Cheers to your childhood … the
street where you grew,
Cheers to old classmates and the
snowballs you threw.
Cheers to the Lions, the
Cowboys, the Colts,
Cheers to anyone who can find
my remote.

by
Chris
Erskine
Cheers to pumpkin spice, ontime flights and fun,
Cheers to the pastors, the rabbis,
the nuns.
Cheers to the thighs, the wings
from the gobblers,
Cheers to the grandmas, the
grandpas, the toddlers.
Cheers to Irving and Atwood and
Twain,
Cheers to the Beatles, Boz
Scaggs and Coltrane.
Cheers to the gravy, the stuffing,
some pheasant,
Cheers to a day we can live in the
present.
Cheers to the Christmas lights,
the shopping, the clatter.
Cheers to your dad, half drunk on
a ladder.
By the way, extra big cheers to
“Planes, Trains and Automobiles,”
a movie that has done for
Thanksgiving what “Wonderful
Life” did for Christmas.
My buddy Bekkala believes that
the most-satisfying scene in movie
history is the one of Steve Martin

and John Candy lugging that trunk
down a snowy street. He also points
out all the little touches director
John Hughes used throughout.
“Yes, the devil is in the details, but
sometimes so are the saints,” my
friend says. Amen.
Cheers to Pie Town, New
Mexico…Lick Skillet, Tennessee.
Cheers to the places we’ll roam,
you and me.
Cheers to Uncle Burp, the
cousins, their mates,
Cheers to the casseroles, the
stuffing, Catty Cakes.
Cheers to the principals, the
teachers, the cops,
Cheers to the nurses, and docs
who wear Crocs.
Cheers to adulting, the children,
the kids.
Cheers to high horses, low-riders, long bibs.
Cheers to the mothers destroying
the kitchens,
Cheers to their helpers, the basting, the bitchin’.
Cheers to the touchdowns, first
downs and quick passes,
Cheers to that silver-haired girl in
thick glasses.
Cheers to the dude who cut me
off on Van Nuys,
Cheers to the tailgater who hopes
that I die.
This year, I’m cheering everyone
— the rude, the lewd, the simply

Beverly Press file photo

Cheers to the gravy, the stuffing, some pheasant, cheers to a day we can
live in the present.

misguided. Even the sanctimonious
scolds who dismiss Thanksgiving
as a misplaced celebration of colonization. Forgive them, because
they have no context, no sense of
manifest destiny, or the courage
that it takes to explore.
To me, Thanksgiving represents
tolerance, gratitude and appreciation. Ultimately, it is our meltingpot holiday. The very first feast was
a milestone, a template … the first
time families shared recipes,
rubbed elbows … laughed. On
Thanksgiving, we should all “Try
to be the rainbow in someone’s
cloud.” (Maya Angelou)
Cheers to lost loved ones we’ll
always remember,
Cheers to the close friends we’ll
see this December.
Cheers to the beers, the bour-

bons, the rums,
Cheers to antacids, Alka-Seltzer
and Tums.
Cheers to big causes and people
who care,
Cheers to cold places and long
underwear.
Cheers to the quiet, the awkward,
the shy,
Cheers to the extroverts, the
braggarts, the pie.
Cheers to all of us, our differences don’t matter,
Just accept and forgive — and
please pass me that platter.
Happy Thanksgiving.
Email the columnist at
Letters@ChrisErskineLA.com. For
past columns, books and holiday
gifts, go to ChrisErskineLA.com.

Holiday ham & turkey Feast

Bourbon & Brown Sugar Honey
Glazed Ham with Pineapple Chutney
Or Roasted Turkey
and all the Trimmings
Dine-In or Carry Out
Large Ham or Turkey (serves 8-10pp)
$269.00 Includes 2 Pies
Small Ham or Turkey (serves 4-6pp)
$198.00 Includes 1 Pie
Plated Dinner $29.98
Child’s Plate $17.98 (3-11yrs)
Dinner includes:
butternut squash soup,
homemade mashed potatoes
glaszed carrotts, green beans amandine,
sweet potatoes with marshmellows,
cranberry sauce, dinner rolls and
Du-Par’s Fruit Pie
PRE-ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY PIES TODAY
Cherry, Blueberry, Pumpkin, Peach,

Boysenberry, Apple, Raspberry and Pecan
6333 W. 3rd St.
at the
Farmers Market

order online: dupars.net/Store/

(323) 933-8446
(323) 933-8447

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

Fruit pies $15.25 • Cream pies $16.25
Specialty pies $16.50

Open Christmas Day &
New Years Day
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Bring a furry friend home for the holidays

Los Angeles Animal Services is
waiving adoption fees for dogs and
puppies through Nov. 30 during its
Home for the Holidays Adoption
campaign, which was made possible through a grant from Petco
Love. Los Angeles residents will
still be required to pay a $20 dog
licensing fee. Adoption fees for
cats and kittens are also waived
through a grant from the ASPCA.
Los Angeles Animal Services is
also holding its Seniors for Seniors
Program through the end of the
month, matching residents 62 and
older with senior companion animals (seven years and older) from
city shelters. The adoption fees
include microchipping, vaccinations and spaying or neutering.
Some senior adults may also qualify to receive a $10 dog license for
their pets. For information, call
(213)482-9550.
“Many people automatically
think of a puppy or kitten when
they think about adopting a pet, but
adopting a senior cat or dog is a
great way to add a new animal
companion to your life,” said
Annette Ramirez, interim general
manager of Los Angeles Animal

photo courtesy of Los Angeles Animal Services

Rocco is one of hundreds of older dogs available for adoption.

Services. “A senior pet usually has
already lived in a home and is often
already house trained, they are also
calmer, and require less supervision than puppies and kittens.”
People who adopt dogs receive a
VCA Healthy Start Certificate,
which provides up to $250 in follow up veterinary care within the
first 14 days of adoption. Canine

companions adopted from L.A.
Animal Services are also eligible
for free dog training classes at the
Paws for Life K9 Rescue People &
Pet Innovation Center in Mission
Hills. For information, email
info@pawsforlifek9.org.
To view pets available for adoption in city shelters, visit laanimalservices.com/adopt.

Enjoy live holiday music on Sunset

photo courtesy of City of West Hollywood

The City of West Hollywood’s Arts Division commissioned an artist to
create an image to celebrate the holidays, West Hollywood style. This
year's artist, Mosa Tanksley, is an Italian-born artist living and working in
Santa Monica. The images hang as street banners decorating Santa
Monica Boulevard, La Brea and Melrose Avenues.

WeHo seeks donations for
annual Holiday Drive

The city of West Hollywood and
the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station are partnering to help give
back to those in need this holiday
season with the 32nd annual West
Hollywood Toy and Food Drive.
Monetary donations will be
accepted until Friday, Dec.16, with
the goal of providing as many families as possible with toys and holiday gift cards. Donations may be
made
online
by
visiting
weho.org/holidaydrive. New users
must create an account and click
on the donations tab to contribute.
“Our generous West Hollywood
community has helped provide
nearly 10,000 local families who
would have gone without with a
holiday meal and toys over the last
three decades,” West Hollywood
Mayor Lauren Meister said. “I
send a huge thank you to the amazing people of the city of West
Hollywood for helping to brighten
the holidays for families in need
through your contributions. I wish

you all a happy and safe holiday
season.”
The cost to help one family is
$95 and up to 10 families can be
helped with $950. New unwrapped
toys are also needed and gift cards
to retailers such as Pavilions,
Ralphs, Trader Joe’s and Target.
Toy collection bins are located at
West Hollywood City Hall, 8300
Santa Monica Blvd., and the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station, 780
N. San Vicente Blvd. Numerous
hotels will also have collection
bins: Andaz West Hollywood,
Chamberlain West Hollywood,
Chateau Marmont, Hotel 850
SVB, Le Parc at Melrose, The
London
West
Hollywood,
Montrose at Beverly Hills,
Ramada Plaza West Hollywood,
and Hotel Ziggy. Toys and donations can also be dropped off at the
West Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce, 8272 Santa Monica
Blvd.
For information, visit weho.org.

8000 Sunset Strip, a premier
retail destination located in the
heart of Los Angeles, invites the
community to attend a series of live
holiday musical performances on
select afternoons throughout the
month of December. All performances take place from 1 to 3 p.m.
On Saturday, Dec. 3, electric violinist Eliza James – the solo violinist for Burt Bacharach and Paul
Anka and a talented musician who
has performed with the industry’s
top artists, including Stevie Wonder
and John Legend – will delight
guests with a selection of festive
holiday songs.
On Saturday, Dec. 10, DJ OHLA,
an open-format DJ who has experience spinning private, public and
corporate events for top entertainment-industry companies including
BET Networks, ViacomCBS and
Amazon Studios, will deliver a
crowd-pleasing eclectic mix of holiday favorites and today’s top hits.
On Saturday, Dec. 17, Melanie
Taylor, an in-demand featured
vocalist on major world tours, film
and television, will bring her unique
sound to 8000 Sunset Strip for a
one-of-a-kind holiday performance.
And on Friday, Dec. 23, saxophonist/flutist/composer Robert
Kyle will use his warm and melodic
sound and his unique ability to harmoniously cross jazz, blues,
Brazilian, Afro-Cuban, R&B and
classical music styles to deliver a
memory-making performance as
the holiday season draws to a close.
Each performance will be held
between Starbucks and JoJo’s
Mediterranean Grill. These events
are free of charge and open to the
public; no pre-registration is
required to attend.

Donate blood during the holidays at BHFD, LAPD

The American Red Cross urges
people to donate blood or platelets
during the holiday season, when the
number of donations traditionally
decreases more than 20%.
All who donate through Nov. 27
will receive an exclusive Red Cross
beanie, while supplies last.
Courtesy of Amazon, all donors
who come to give blood from Nov.

28-Dec. 15 will receive a $10 gift
card by email.
The Red Cross will hold a donation drive from 7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
on Dec. 1 at the Beverly Hills Fire
Department headquarters, 445 N.
Rexford Drive. In Los Angeles,
donation drives will be held from
10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Nov. 27 at B’nai
David Judea, 8906 W. Pico Blvd.;

from 11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. on Nov.
28 and Dec. 12 at the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Olympic
Division, 1130 S. Vermont Ave.;
and from noon-6 p.m. on Dec. 2 at
the Anderson Munger Family
YMCA, 4301 W. Third St.
To make an appointment to
donate, call (800)REDCROSS, or
visit redcrossblood.org.

For information visit 8000sunset.shopkimco.com.
Violinist Eliza James will perform
on Saturday, Dec. 3 on the Sunset
Strip.

photo courtesy of Eliza James

Make Your Holidays
Merry & Bright!

Party Paper Goods, Decorations, Garland,
Yard Lights, Christmas Lights, Plastic Yard Decorations,
Santa Hats & Stockings, Balloons, Giftwrap, Bows,
Ribbons, Centerpieces, Banners & More!

All the Decorations
you need to make
your 8 Days
Memorable!

Ring in the
New Year
in style!
Party Favors, Horns,
Hats & More!

Support Small Business!
Thank you for your patronage!
10% off all merchandise in the store
with this coupon! • exp 12/31/22
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

5969 Melrose Ave. • (corner of Wilcox) • (323)467-7124
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Jewish foundation issues grants to 10
innovative organizations

The
Jewish
Community
Foundation of Los Angeles has
awarded $2.5 million in Cutting
Edge Grants 2.0 – a record amount
for the institutional grant initiative
– to 10 organizations focused on
seeding and growing innovative
programs in the Los Angeles
Jewish community.
The programs receiving funding
will support people of different
ages and in different stages of life,
and will address antisemitism,
Israel and Holocaust education,
mental health, Jewish teen engagement and partnerships with diverse
communities and vulnerable populations. Revamped earlier this year
to place greater emphasis on leadership, collaboration and pressing
needs in the community, CEG 2.0
builds upon its namesake predecessor which, since its creation in
2006, has awarded $21 million in
funding to support more than 100
innovative Jewish causes and programs in Los Angeles. The multiyear awards of up to $300,000 are

directed to innovative local and
national organizations.
The recipients are the Holocaust
Museum Los Angeles, for its
Augmented
Reality
App;
BaMidbar, for its L.A. Regional
Programming Hub; the Foundation
for Jewish Camp, for the DEI
Coaching Project; Hillel at UCLA
in collaboration with USC Hillel
and Hillel 818, for L.A. Campuses
United Against Antisemitism; and
the Jews of Color Initiative for its
L.A. Incubator. Also receiving
grants are OpenDor Media, for the
Collaborative School Program:
Empowering
L.A.
Jewish
Educators in Israel Education; Our
Big Kitchen L.A., for the
Community Youth Initiative;
Sacred Spaces for its Spark
Program; Tzedek America, for
Mitzvah Project Central; and Valley
Beth Shalom in collaboration with
Temple Ramat Zion and Temple
Judea, for Sayva: A New Approach
to Positive Aging.
“Our team conducted rigorous

research, including extensive conversations with nonprofit leaders
and key stakeholders, that underscored these pressing needs – to
lend support in addressing the mental health crisis, combat antisemitism, support vulnerable populations and reach out to the myriad
constituents who comprise a
diverse Jewish L.A.,” foundation
president and CEO Marvin I.
Schotland said. “The grants reflect
the foundation’s commitment to
identifying both needs and gaps in
our community and partnering with
forward-thinking leaders and organizations. Findings in the Jewish
Federation’s recently released study
of Jewish Los Angeles, which was
proudly supported by the foundation, further confirm these pressing
issues identified by our staff and
being addressed by our grant recipients. These 10 organizations are
true social innovators, and we are
proud to support their vital work in
solving the community’s everevolving needs.”

Beverly Press file photo

The Holocaust Museum Los Angeles is one of the recipients of the
Jewish Community Foundation’s grants.

“The grants reflect the foundation’s
commitment to identifying both needs
and gaps in our community and
partnering with forward-thinking
leaders and organizations.
Marvin I. Schotland
Jewish Foundation president and CEO

Established in 1954, the Jewish
Community Foundation of Los
Angeles manages charitable assets

of more than $1.5 billion entrusted
to it by 1,400 families. For information, visit jewishfoundationla.org.

Spread holiday
cheer with
Adopt-A-Family
Program

The Department of Public Social
Services Toy Loan and Volunteer
Services Program is gearing up to
host the annual Adopt-A-Family
Program, the much-anticipated holiday campaign to bring joy to over
1,000 low-income families receiving DPSS benefits and services.
For over 30 years, the Adopt-AFamily Program has partnered with
the community to sponsor families
needing support during the holidays. Last year, the program provided gifts of clothing, toys, food and
other new items to approximately
1,800 families.
This year, DPSS is again encouraging individuals and organizations
to make a difference by supporting
this
worthwhile
program.
Sponsoring a family is a wonderful
way to celebrate the true spirit of
giving.
There is no limit to the number of
families people can choose to sponsor, and sponsors can also choose
the size and general location of the
family. Once matched, the sponsor
reviews the family’s wish list and
decides what and how much to give.
Anyone interested in adopting a
family can fill out an online sponsor
application at bit.ly/DPSSAAF by
Friday, Dec. 9.
For information, contact DPSS
volunteer coordinator Brenda
Gonzalez
Camacho
at
AdoptAFamily@dpss.lacounty.gov.

photo courtesy of DPSS

Give to families in need by adopting a family through L.A. County’s
Dept. of Public and Social
Services.

E

FLORAL DESIGN

E

CURATED GIFTS

E

BOUTIQUE SPICES

E

(818) 928-1141
E emilyjilgco.com
E bloomsbyemilyjilgco.com
E DELIVERY THROUGHOUT LA AREA

ORDER FLORALS
NOW FOR THE
HOLIDAYS
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The Chap celebrates
FIFA World Cup

H

ollywood’s newest Britishinspired pub, The Chap in the
“Vinyl District” by Ten Five
Hospitality, serves up comfort food
favorites, alongside a variety of
European beers and classic cocktails. In honor of the 2022 FIFA
World Cup, The Chap will offer a
viewing party on Nov. 25, with festivities for the USA vs England
game from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Come
back and listen to performances by
The Chap’s in-house fiddle band
and DJ sets in the evening. Expats
and locals will want to come back to
The Chap when it airs the Argentina
vs. Mexico game on Saturday, Nov.
26. During key weekend matches,
enjoy a special breakfast service
starting at 8 a.m. The next match is
this Sunday, when Spain plays
Germany on Nov. 27, and the game
will be accompanied by The Chap’s
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Sunday Roast, with reservations
available on Resy. 1607 N.
Cahuenga Blvd., (323)410-6222.

Private dining den
at OTOTO

P

arties of six to 10 people celebrating the holidays can reserve
a private table that will give you the
feeling that you are in a cozy
Izakaya in Tokyo or Osaka. Chef
and owner Charles Namba is offering three special adventures that are
meant to be shared with a group.
Guests can choose two seasonal
appetizers including their famous
Japanese Caesar Salad and Buta
Shumai (steamed pork dumplings),
plus one main such as Nabe hot pot
or fried chicken that comes with
sides. There is also a Japanese
steakhouse dinner and a seasonal
dessert. The meal also includes a
platter of seasonal tempura and two
sashimi supplements. OTOTO

Order Now
for the
Holidays
Prime Rib

All Natural, Hormone & Antibiotic Free
“The Best Prime Rib You’ll Ever Eat”

Colorado
Leg of Lamb
Bone-in or Butterflied

offers an array of sakes selected by
co-owner and sake expert Courtney
Kaplan. Guests can opt for a sake
pairing for $45 per person or purchase a 1.8-liter party bottle for
$125. The Private Dining Den is
available to book via TOCK with
one week notice required. 1360
Allison Ave., (213)784-7930.

FIFA fun at Market
Tavern

M

ake it a rock and roll FIFA
World Cup at Gary Twinn’s
British gastropub, Market Tavern,
located in the Original Farmers
Market at Third and Fairfax. LA’s
best local pub is showing all the
11am games (except Thanksgiving)
on eight big screens and gearing up
for an exciting face-off between
England and USA on Friday, Nov.
25. Market Tavern lager is just $5 a
pint during the games and the
kitchen will be serving their usual,
spectacular menu of British and
American classics, including fish n’
chips Be sure to check out the live
band The Long Shadows rockin’
the patio on Friday, Nov. 25 at 9
p.m. See you at the Tav! Eat &

Pumpkin
Pecan
Chocolate Pecan
Mincemeat
Cinnamon Apple
Cherry
Blueberry
Raspberry
Boysenberry
Strawberry
Cream

photo courtesy of Bar Moruno

The Bar Moruno has a beautiful private dining room for celebratory
events that seats up to 14 people.

Bar Moruno holiday party room

U

pstairs at the Spanish Bar
Moruno is a beautiful dining
room with a skylight that seats up
to 14 people for a celebratory
event. Los Angeles restaurant veterans sommelier David Rosoff
and Chris Feldmeier offer three
family-style menus starting at $75,
$95 or $125 per person. Menu
favorites include candied olives

and almonds, pan con tomato,
beef Morunos and torta de queso.
All menus can all be paired with
Bar Moruno’s curated selection of
wine, sherry, vermouth or cocktails. Book the private dining
room online at least 72 hours
in advance. https://barmorunola.com.
3705 Sunset Blvd.,
(323)546-0505.

Holiday Pie Menu
Fruit pies $15.25
Cream pies $16.25
Specialty pies $16.50

ORDER
TODAY!

Tomahawk Steaks • Filet Mignon
Crown Roast of Pork • Ham, Turkey

6333 W. Third St.
In The Original
Farmers Market

323.938.5131

marcondas.com

Open M-TH
6:30 am- 7:30 pm
Fri. Sat. & Sun
6:30 am- 8:30 pm

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax • (323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447
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Drink & Rock & Roll!

FIFA World Cup
Viewing Party

N

ow through Sunday, Dec. 28,
the Lobby Lounge at Santa
Monica’s Fairmont Miramar Hotel
&
Bungalows
is
hosting
International Soccer Tournament
viewing parties for select games at
8 a.m. and 11 a.m. The re-designed
hotel bar and lounge will feature a
special breakfast and lunch menu.
The hotel has partnered with Venice
local Firestone Walker 805
Brewing Company to accompany
beverages with a special food menu
including game-time fare such as
bagels, burritos, burgers and wings.
101 Wilshire Blvd., (310)567-7777.

Soulmate winter
wonderland

F

or a jolly time this holiday season, Soulmate is transforming
their beautiful, open-air space into a
winter wonderland. Soulmate Chef
Rudy is preparing seasonal dishes,
while bar director Naomi Schimek

has created a very special Spanish
eggnog cocktail made with 5-year
aged Spanish brandy, cream, a dry
oloroso sherry, demerara sugar, egg,
a touch of amaro and a “shooting
star” garnish which is made with
cinnamon and star anise. This festive
cocktail is $19 and available for
guests after Thanksgiving and until
the end of December. For a limited
time, Soulmate is offering a holiday
gift card promotion through Dec. 31.
For every $100 spent at the restaurant, Soulmate will gift a $20 bonus
card to be used in 2023. 631 N.
Robertson Blvd., (310)734-7764.

Two dinners at Kinn
x Pearl River Diner

F

or two nights only, Kinn is having a collaborative dinner with
Pearl River Diner on Nov. 29 and
Nov. 30. Chefs Ki Kim and Johnny
Lee will prepare an 8-course dinner
for $180 per person. Exclusive dishes served include as drunken shrimp,
dry aged beef carpaccio, abalone
and octopus claypot rice, and tofu
pudding with black sesame.
Reservations available on Resy.
3905 W. 6th St., (213)291-0888.

Live burger special Winter Wonderland
at The Mixing Room at Grand Central
efore every LA Kings, Los Market

B

Angeles Clippers or LA Lakers
home game, come to The Mixing
Room for a $32 burger and brew
combo. Dine in the comfortable
lounge or out on the outdoor patio for
a signature double patty cheeseburger
paired with The Mixing Room’s pick
for brew of the week. It’s on game
days, and if you don’t have tickets to
the game, The Mixing Room features
several televisions. 900 W. Olympic
Blvd., (213)765-8600.

F

rom Dec. 3 to 31, Grand Central
Market offers holiday cheer for
the whole family. Entry is free to
Winter Wonderland with activities
that include Santa meet and greet
opportunities, family photo sessions for your holiday card, holiday
food and beverage shopping, workshops, live music and one-stopshopping. grandcentralmarket.com.
317 S. Broadway, (213)359-6007.

photo courtesy of Trejo’s Tacos

Danny Trejo has introduced a series of limited-edition Trejo’s Tacos
hot sauces

Santa-approved Trejo’s Tacos holiday gifts

T

his holiday season, Danny
Trejo has introduced a series of
limited-edition Trejo’s Tacos hot
sauces. Only 1,000 signed and
numbered bottles of each edition
will be made, and are available for
purchase while supplies last. The
featured pepper this season is the
Trinidad Moruga Scorpion Pepper.
Clocking in at 2 million Scoville
units, the Trinidad Moruga

Scorpion Pepper is the second
hottest pepper in the world. The hot
sauce comes in a VIP box, making
it an ideal gift for that special someone during the holidays and is sure
to become a collector’s item. The
limited time offering is $75 at the
Trejo’s Tacos online store. Trejo’s
is also selling a new super soft
Trejo Taco ugly sweater, t-shirts
and beanies at trejosstore.com.

$14.95
p
er child

Dec. 11, 18, 25
11am-1pm

Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St. #350
(323) 938-5383 • huntingtonmeats.com

Holiday Music & Crafts!
Includes 1 pancake , 1egg,
sausage or bacon
Visit with Santa & favors!

In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447
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Sparrow’s Splendid Brunch
at the Hotel Figueroa
One of the longest-standing
hotels in Downtown Los Angeles,
Hotel Figueroa was once a YWCA,
built as a safe oasis for professional
women travelers. A stunningly
beautiful 1926 Spanish Colonial
14-story hotel, it has been completely restored, offering 268
rooms and suites, an outdoor pool,
bars, lounges and wellness retreats.
Multiple lounge areas throughout
the hotel give guests the opportunity to relax and take in an array of

museum-quality art, including
Ruthanna
Hopper’s
“The
Emergence” piece.
Noble 33 hospitality company
opened Sparrow restaurant at Hotel
Figueroa, offering modern coastal
Italian culinary fare. The restaurant
overlooks the uniquely shaped
heated swimming pool and outdoor
fireplace.
Chef A.J. McCloud is the culinary director and research and
development chef at Noble 33.

photo by Jill Weinlein

Lemon ricotta pancakes are a brunch favorite at Sparrow.

Ovation Hollywood offers
festive holiday events

The holidays are around the corner and Ovation Hollywood – the
shopping center and entertainment
complex in the heart of Hollywood
– is bringing the holiday cheer to
SoCal with family-friendly events
and activities that are sure to
become some of the jolliest memories of the season.
Starting Nov. 25 until Dec. 31,
Ovation Hollywood will be kicking
off its holiday programming with a
mix of holiday favorites and some
new classics for a 2022 style holiday experience. Whether it’s a performance by the Jingle 5 Carolers,
snapping a pic in the Santa photo
booth or taking in the Hollywood
Christmas
Parade,
Ovation
Hollywood has something for
everyone.
“How
the
Grinch
Stole
Christmas” will screen in the courtyard on Nov. 25 at 7 p.m. The
Hollywood Christmas Parade will
take place in front of Ovation
Hollywood on Nov. 27 from 6 to 8
p.m.
Santa photos will be available
Nov. 25-26, Dec. 3-4, 10-11, 17-18
and 23 from 12 to 5 p.m at the Arch
on the Level 3 bridge.
The Jingle 5 Carolers, a Los
Angeles-based pop-acapella group,
will perform in the Center
Courtyard during the afternoons on
Nov. 25, 27, Dec. 3-4, Dec 10-11,
Dec. 17-18 and Dec. 23-24.
Candy Cane Stilt Walkers will
perform from 3:30 to 5:40 p.m. on
Dec. 3-4, 10-11, 17-18, 22-24.
Ovation Hollywood is located
at 6801 Hollywood Blvd. For
information, visit ovationhollywood.com.

photo by Edwin Folven

Visitors may give a standing ovation to the giant Christmas tree at
Hollywood and Highland.

By Jill Weinlein
Working with McCloud at Sparrow
is executive chef Joana Cruz.
Together they recently debuted an
elevated weekend brunch menu for
hotel guests and for locals exploring nearby L.A. Live, Crypto arena
or the L.A. Convention Center.
Beautiful Saltillo tile floors and
striking Spanish chandeliers add a
touch of Old-World charm and
mirrored arches decorate the wall
behind the long bar.
Start with a traditional brunch
libation like a mimosa or Bloody
Mary or explore the cocktail, wine
and beer list. We started with a
Sparrow Chop salad of Lolla Rosa
and baby gem lettuces, Campari
tomatoes, red onions, cucumber,
garbanzo beans, provolone cheeses
and a house vinaigrette mixed delicately throughout. Diners have the
option of adding roast chicken or
shrimp to the salad.
We then shared the crabcake
Benedict with a generous amount
of jumbo lump crab, poached eggs
and a pour of ethereal pale yellow
béarnaise sauce.
I ordered Sparrow’s carbonara
pizza. The raised crust with slightly
charred edges had two sunny side
up eggs in the middle and a sprinkling of chopped crispy turkey
bacon buried in beautifully melted

photo by Jill Weinlein

The best brunch pizza in Los Angeles is at Sparrow at the Hotel
Figueroa.

mozzarella and parmigiano cheese.
Arugula leaves and a sprinkling of
black pepper offered an earthy,
bold and savory flavor with each
bite.
Other egg dishes include a perfectly cooked Caprese omelet filled with
vine-roasted tomatoes, melted mozzarella, chopped basil, garlic and
pesto. Another pesto dish is the pistachio pesto pasta made fresh in-house
daily. The radiatore pasta is topped
with shaved grana padano, mascarpone crema and fresh arugula.
For vegan diners, there is a
focaccia panini filled with fresh
garden roasted vegetables and
melted cashew mozzarella with a
spread of roasted tomato aioli.

Looking for a sweet finish, our
server recommended the lemon
ricotta pancakes. Three thick griddle cooked lemon pancakes were
served in a bowl with a handful of
fresh blueberries, a sprinkling of
powder sugar and a dollop of
whipped cream fraiche on top with
sprigs of mint. To balance the
sweetness was a hint of salted
carom, the fruit of the ajwain herb.
They look like cumin seeds, but
their taste and aroma are closer to
that of thyme.
Sparrow is open for weekend
brunch from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Dinner is served nightly starting at
5 p.m. sparrowitalia.com. 939 S.
Figueroa St., (213)627-8971.
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‘Deck the Hall’ with the LA Phil

The Los Angeles Philharmonic’s
2022 “Deck the Hall” holiday concerts feature 15 performances from
Dec. 3-31 with star-studded vocalists, blockbuster movie screenings
performed with orchestra, notable
conductors and family-friendly fun,
all in celebration of the winter holiday season.
“Deck the Hall” begins with two
performances of the annual Holiday

Sing-Along, featuring the Walt
Disney Concert Hall organ, a jazz
combo and Melissa Peterman as
host on Saturday, Dec. 3, at 11:30
a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
The festivities continue with a
unique pairing of traditional and
contemporary performances of
“The Nutcracker” with Gustavo
Dudamel conducting the LA Phil
and the Los Angeles Children’s

photocourtesyof LAPhil

‘Tis the Season!

HOT CHOCOLATE!
Open M-ThF
6:30 am7:30 pm
Fri., Sat. & Sun.
6:30am- 8:30pm

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Chorus in both Tchaikovsky’s and
Ellington’s versions of the season’s most iconic dance score.
Performances are on Saturday,
Dec. 3, at 7:30 p.m., Sunday, Dec.
4, at 2 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 14,
at 8 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 18, at 2
p.m. A shortened version of the
program for families and children
will be performed on Saturday,
Dec. 10, at 11 a.m., and Saturday,
Dec. 17, at 11 a.m.
On Tuesday, Dec. 13, at 8 p.m.,
the annual tradition of “A
Chanticleer Christmas” returns to
Walt Disney Concert Hall featuring
the Grammy Award-winning male
vocal ensemble for their signature
holiday show.
For three consecutive nights,
Dec. 20-22, at 8 p.m., David
Newman conducts John Williams’
score in “Home Alone in Concert,”
a full screening of the blockbuster
film with live orchestra.
The holiday series culminates
with Grammy winner Arturo
Sandoval and his big band for a
night of “Feliz Navidad” for all, on
Friday, Dec. 23, at 8 p.m.
For information and tickets for
the LA Phil’s 2022 “Deck the Hall”
concert series, visit laphil.com. The
Walt Disney Concert Hall is located
at 111 S. Grand Ave.

Join in the holiday spirit at
The Ebell of Los Angeles

Throughout the month of
December, The Ebell of Los
Angeles will once again welcome
guests to its historic campus in the
Hancock Park/Windsor Square area
for three spirited holiday events.
From an artisanal holiday boutique
where shoppers can score unique
handcrafted gifts for that special
someone, to joyful performances of
holiday carols or a staging of a holiday classic with a unique twist,
Angelenos will have the opportunity to share time and treats with
friends and family in one of L.A.’s
most beautiful locales.
“There’s nothing like the joy of
the holidays at The Ebell. These
annual events are programs that our
members look forward to sharing
every year with each other and our
community,” said Laurie Schechter,
president of the board of directors
for The Ebell of Los Angeles.
“We’re overjoyed to be fully open
again and be able to invite everyone
into our historic home to experience
and enjoy these uniquely special

holiday offerings.”
On Dec. 7, The Ebell will host a
holiday luncheon and boutique
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. For information, visit ebellofla.org/event/holiday-luncheon-boutique-2022.
The Chorale Concert and Tea
will be held on Dec. 12 with a free
performance at 2 p.m., followed by
tea priced at $50 for members and
$70 for non-members at 3 p.m. For
information,
visit
ebellofla.org/event/the-season-ofchorale-concert-tea.
“A Christmas Carol with Charles
Dickens” and Holiday Fete will be
held on Dec. 15 at 6 p.m. Visit
ebellofla.org/event/ebell-holidayfete-2022.
The Ebell is located at 743 S.
Lucerne Blvd.

18 November 24, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Colburn School appoints
innovative new faculty members

The Colburn School has appointed singer, composer and conductor
Adrian Dunn as director of choral
programs in the Community School
of Performing Arts.
Dunn will direct the Community
School’s junior and youth choral
ensembles, and the Colburn
Concert Choir, and work with students ages 5-18 in musicianship,
vocal technique and ensemble
skills.
Colburn School’s Community
School of Performing Arts also
welcomes LA Phil bassoonist Evan
Kuhlmann, who joins Richard
Beene on the bassoon faculty.
Beene will continue his tenure on
bassoon faculty in the School’s
Music Academy and Conservatory

of Music as well.
Dunn will conduct Colburn’s
Community School Winter Choral
Concert on Dec. 10 at Zipper Hall,
which will include an open sing
segment in which the audience can
join the Colburn Concert Choir in a
sing-along performance of the
“Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s
Messiah. The open sing is free and
open to singers ages 13 and older.
Dunn will also lead the annual
Collaboration Concert of young
performers in the school’s orchestra, voice and dance programs on
April 2 and the Community School
Spring Choral Concert on May 6.
“Colburn’s Community School
welcomes students at all levels of
ability who wish to enrich their

LAUSD appoints new
deputy superintendent
Pedro Salcido has been named
the new deputy superintendent of
business services and operations for
Los Angeles Unified School
District.
Salcido most recently served as
the chief of staff, managing all district academic and nonacademic
operations and activities and acting
as the superintendent’s principal liaison to the Board of Education.
Salcido has a demonstrated track
record in expanding equitable programmatic and financial practices.
Most notably, he served as the leading staff member in developing and
implementing the district’s Student
Equity Needs Index, an equity-based
funding allocation that has grown to
distribute nearly $700 million to the
neediest schools in LAUSD.
“I am excited about strengthening
the work in the district’s business
and operations divisions that contribute daily to the education of the
hundreds of thousands of students
we serve every day here at
[LAUSD],” Salcido said. “The way
we do our work is changing. We
need to be more thoughtful and more
purposeful in how we obtain, develop and provide services, as well as
carefully manage the district’s multibillion dollar budget. I am committed to delivering the products and
services that best serve the varying
needs of our students, employees
and school communities.”
Salcido has served as the district’s senior executive director of
finance and policy and the director
of government relations, managing
state, federal and local advocacy
efforts and supervising internal and
external efforts related to finance,
labor negotiations and general
board policies. He also led the district’s work on the initial development and implementation of
LAUSD’s Local Control and

Accountability Plan for more than
five years, helping establish a system of common accountability and
budget alignment with the LCAP
Scorecard and broad community
engagement efforts.
A first-generation Mexican
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The Colburn School has welcomed Evan Kuhlmann, left, and Adrian
Dunn to its faculty.

soon faculty at Colburn’s
Community of School of
Performing Arts, and be a part of
the school’s tradition of excellence,
preparing the next generation of

strengthening the
work in the
district’s business
and operations
divisions that
contribute daily to the
education of the
hundreds of thousands of students we
serve every day here
at [LAUSD].”
Pedro Salcido,
Deputy Superintendent
of business services
and operations for LASUD

American and a first-generation
high school and college graduate,
Salcido often relies on his own
lived experiences to connect with
both the educational and personal
experiences of the students he
serves. He intends to listen often to
the perspectives of staff, students
and families to effectively contribute to the decisions that shape
their daily experiences.
Salcido holds a master’s degree
in public administration from the
University of Southern California
and dual degrees in politics and
Latin American studies from the
University of California, Santa
Cruz.

Enjoy music, food trucks and a
special visit from Santa at the
FIDM campus in downtown Los
Angeles.
The event will take place on Dec.
3 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Grand
Hope Park, located at 919 S. Grand
Ave. For information, visit
fidm.edu/en/calendar/a0u1q00000b
iifuqav.

musicians for the future by encouraging self-expression and artistry
through music.” Kuhlmann added.
For information, visit colburnschool.edu.

Japan Foundation highlights photographic exhibition
“Dancing Extraordinaire” documents entertainment during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The entertainment world was
dealt a big blow by the pandemic.
One after another, theaters were
forced to either postpone or out-

right
cancel
performances.
Beginning in July 2020, freelance
photographers (Arisa Kasai,
Shizuka Minami and Maiko
Miyagawa) took portraits of 18
groups of artists over a period of
about 7 months guided by their

“I am excited about

FIDM Holiday Market brings
market to Grand Hope Park
Career, culture and style come
together at FIDM Holiday Market,
a festive outdoor shopping event
highlighting the college’s talented
alumni and their creative brands.
Discover a diverse collection of
inspired products, from over 30
brands, including: men’s, women’s,
and children’s clothing, accessories,
jewelry, candles, art and cosmetics.

musical journey at any stage of
development,” said Susan Cook,
dean of Colburn’s Community
School of Performing Arts. “It’s
often where the spark is lit that
leads to lifelong artistic pursuits.
Adrian Dunn and Evan Kuhlmann
are inspirational educators and
artists, and they will both be a guiding presence for our students. We
are truly fortunate to welcome
them to the Colburn School community.”
“Colburn School’s strong commitment to access and excellence
aligns perfectly with my belief that
music has the power to change and
transform our lived experiences,”
Dunn said. “I’m deeply grateful for
the opportunity to join the
Community School as choral director, and encourage students in their
artistic and personal development
through a learning experience filled
with joy and courage.”
“I am honored to join the bas-

photo courtesy of the Japan Foundation

Explores how Japanese entertainers dealt with the pandemic in a new
photography exhibition.

concept of “capturing the ‘present’
during the pandemic, characterized by the way in which the subjects’ routines meshed with the
demands of the moment.” The
photographers captured these
artists’ emotions and their performances that would have otherwise
never come to light, but were
forged in a state of emergency
which rekindled their passions for
the stage.
The artists took a positive
approach to this project. For some,
it was exciting to be photographed
at home for the first time, and for
others, it just felt good to perform
in front of someone again.
The Japan Foundation, Los
Angeles hopes these works will
remind viewers just how much fun
the entertainment world is.
A free special preview of the
exhibition will be held at the Japan
Foundation on Nov. 29 at 6:30 p.m.
The Japan Foundation is located at
5700 Wilshire Blvd. #100. To register for the event, visit eventbrite
.com/e/special-preview-for-photoexhibition-dancing-extraordinairetickets-453342919877.
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‘She Said’ sincerely portrays journalism
in the Harvey Weinstein investigation
The best film nobody will watch
has arrived. A tragedy too, since
“She Said,” based on the book of
the same name about the Harvey
Weinstein reporting, is an honest
thriller based on journalistic practice.
During her reporting on thenpresidential candidate Donald
Trump, Megan Twohey (Carey
Mulligan) received threats from
anonymous trolls and Trump himself. She then takes maternity leave,
unclear what her return to the New
York Times would look like.
Meanwhile Jodi Kantor (Zoe
Kazan) receives a tip that Rose
McGowan was raped by Harvey
Weinstein when she was 23.
Communications with those folks,
the former president included, occur
entirely from the reporters’ perspective, often via phone calls. (When
Weinstein does arrive at The Times
Building on Eighth Avenue for an
eventual showdown, only his backside is shown for a brief moment.)
Kantor then interviews actors
Ashley Judd (who plays herself)
and Gwyneth Paltrow (her voice),
who share similar stories with
McGowan. And as Kantor interviews more people, another troubling obstacle emerges: No one will
go on record.
Unsure how to encourage sources
to tell their stories publicly, Kantor
seeks advice from Twohey, who
joins the investigation. They find
more victims muzzled by NDAs,
uncover decades-old police reports
and HR policies designed to protect
Weinstein.
Like “Spotlight,” depicting the
Boston Globe’s reporting on the
Catholic Church scandal, this is a
story about the monotonous, frustrating journey to the truth. Things
don’t immediately fall into place.
“She Said” involves a series of victories that add up.
It’s hard to avoid comparisons to
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Carey Mulligan, left, and Zoe Kazan give compelling performances in
“She Said,” a film about the journalists who exposed Harvey Weinstein’s
criminal sexual misconduct.

other journalism films. It’s a small
dramatic subgenre, from “Shattered
Glass” to “Nightcrawler,” with
uneven expectations and tropes.
The more suspenseful – chases,
combat, the works – the less honest
such stories become. That’s not the
gig.
And yet “She Said” is every bit a
thrilling experience. Call it a drama
or a biography, but composer
Nicholas
Britell
(“Andor,”
“Moonlight”) uses each note to
stress importance, each breakthrough accompanied by a thrilling
score.
Those orchestral delights are
especially helpful since modernday journalism isn’t always the
most visually enticing. Phone calls,
texts, emails, coffeeshop interviews, web searches, public information requests are the primary
tools – add the occasional cold
approach.
Is that thrilling enough to warrant
Britell’s soundtrack? Yes, absolutely. It’s the work. It’s the revelations.
It’s the outcomes. Content dictates
style, and the content here is pressing, told quite well.
Director Maria Schrader and
screenwriter Rebecca Lenkiewicz
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Jodi Kantor (Zoe Kazan), left, and Megan Twohey (Carey Mulligan) face
many challenges during their investigation into Harvey Weinstein.

concoct a brisk film that turns
sometimes monotonous exchanges
and settings into something with a
splendid payoff. And it doesn’t over
explain itself.
Compare “She Said” to “The
Post,” which depicts the infamous
Pentagon Papers and fear of jail
time for reporting leaked documents. The Spielberg flick drifts
into grandstanding monologues
about First Amendment implications. Not the case here.
“She Said” has every right to
consider broader implications – this
a major moment in the #MeToo
movement. No such moments.
Sure, Twohey unleashes on a bar
rando who won’t leave Kantor or
her alone, but that’s hardly a contrived instance. It was probably just
Tuesday.
Instead of looking to the future,
“She Said” has one goal: Get the
story published. What happens after
that day in 2017 is beyond the
scope. And the film’s focus means
other aspects of these heroic
reporters’ lives enjoy a glance more
than a longer gaze.
Both parents, the Times muckrakers navigate work and home life.
Kantor’s daughter overhears
enough work calls to wonder about
some of the words mother uses. But
their families exist more as texture
than a driving motivation.
Some viewers might dislike this,
declare it thin character development. Nope. It simply means “She
Said” is plot driven, all about the
current project. It need not address
every possible theme, venture deeper into Kantor or Twohey’s psyche.
Exploring how to take down a
media giant is enough for one film.
The subject matter is obviously
important. Beyond that, “She Said”
is solid, approaching the material
respectfully as it depicts what transpired behind the scenes. It won’t
be a big draw for mass audiences –
and plenty will despise it simply for
existing – but it’s a compelling film
on its own with solid performances
and an accurate look at the Fourth
Estate’s daily operations.

Past meets present at the Academy Museum

This December, the Academy
Museum of Motion Pictures will
launch its first celebration of newly
preserved and restored films.
The Present Past series convenes
50 films and includes discussions
with filmmakers, subjects, archivists
and preservationists about their work.

The films – which include matinees and late-night screenings – and
conversations will take place
throughout the first three weeks of
December in the museum’s state-ofthe-art David Geffen and Ted Mann
theaters.
Films include “The Misfits”

(1961), “The Masque of the Red
Death” (1964) and Clara Bow in “It”
(1927). The Academy Museum is
located at 6067 Wilshire Blvd. For
information, visit academymuseum.org/en/programs/series/presentpast-a-celebration-of-film-preservation.

photo courtesy of Lucasfilm Ltd. and TM.

The Nov. 28 screening of director Ron Howard’s “Willow” coincides
with the premiere of the new Disney+ series of the same name.

‘Willow’ screens at El Capitan

Tickets are on sale now to see
Lucasfilm’s “Willow” at The El
Capitan Theatre in Hollywood
Nov. 28 with a live Q&A after the
movie, followed by a sneak peek
of the new “Willow” Disney+
series.
Director of the original movie
Ron Howard and cast members
from both the original movie and
the new Disney+ series, including
Warwick Davis, Kevin Pollak,

Dempsey Bryk, Ruby Cruz, Ellie
Bamber, Tony Revolori, Erin
Kellyman, Amar Chadha-Patel and
Jon Kasdan, will join the live
Q&A.
The event starts at 4:30p.m. and
tickets are on sale now at elcapitantickets.com
and
fandango.com/el-capitan-theatreaacon/theater-page. Tickets are
$15 for all ages and seats are
reserved.
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GMCLA hosts ‘Motown Holiday’

Gay Men’s Chorus of Los
Angeles proudly announces R&B
and pop artist Shanice as guest artist
for “A Motown Holiday,” which
kicks of GMCLA’s season 44.
Shanice is known for her Billboard
hits “I Love Your Smile,” “Silent
Prayer” and “Saving Forever for
You,” and her Oprah Winfrey
Network reality show “Flex &
Shanice.” The all-new version of
the wintertime concert, an annual
holiday tradition, conducted by
GMCLA’s music director and conductor Ernest H. Harrison, features
beloved hit songs from Motown
legends. “A Motown Holiday” concerts will be held at Glendale’s Alex
Theatre on Saturday, Dec. 17 at 8
p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 18 at 2 p.m.
“A Motown Holiday” is a massive choral tribute to Motown’s
beloved hits and holiday music that

captured a generation and continues to live on. The chorus will sing
and dance to the season’s greatest
from the greats of Motown and
beyond: The Temptations, The
Supremes, The Ronettes, Donny
Hathaway, Stevie Wonder, Marvin
Gaye, Smokey Robinson, The
Jackson 5, The Weather Girls,
Martha and the Vandellas and so
much more from the best of
Motown.
“A Motown Holiday” also features
The Motown Quartet, including
Thomas Hobson (Nickelodeon’s
“That Girl Lay Lay,” La Mirada’s
“Ain’t Misbehavin’”, Stu James
(Kirk Douglas Theatre’s Recorded in
Hollywood,
Hulu’s
“Good
Trouble”), Frank Lawson (Las
Vegas’s “Marilyn! The New
Musical,” The Hollywood Bowl’s
“Mamma Mia!”) and Dedrick

Bonner (vocalist to artists such as
Beyoncé, BTS, Dolly Parton). And
GMCLA audiences will be dazzled
and on their feet dancing with musical numbers choreographed by the
award-winning twin brother team of
Frit & Frat (Los Angeles and New
York’s “Flirting with Morty,”
“UniverSoul Circus”).
“Over the years, GMCLA’s holiday concerts have become a
beloved tradition in the Los
Angeles area because of this
Chorus’s signature blend of verve
and first-rate talent,” GMCLA
executive director and producer
Lou Spisto said. “This year we’re
bringing the original Motown
arrangements to holiday classics,
pop hits that were made famous,
plus a host of special surprises with
“A Motown Holiday.” So far, the
response has been fantastic —

Trailblazers honored in Asian Hall of Fame

The 18th Asian Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony was hosted for
the first time in Los Angeles on Nov.
12 at the Alex Theatre to benefit season programming and the new
Women in Tech & Entertainment
Guild. Sponsors were Moet
Hennessy, Wells Fargo, Lily Liu and
the Robert Chinn Foundation.
Terrence Howard and Mira Pak,
Walther and Shirley Wang, Game of
Thrones writer Gursimran Sandhu,
Illumination
Entertainment’s
Claudia Mielnek and inductee Dr.
Linda Liau were special guests. 99year old Seattle philanthropist
Becky Benaroya attended in honor
of founder emeritus Karen Wong.
Grammy winning engineer Noel
Lee presented headliner and first-ever
band inductee Hiroshima. Culinary
icons Master Chef Helene An, her
daughters Elizabeth An and Catherine
An, and their grandmother Diana An
became the first three-generations
inductees and mother-daughter
inductees.
Inductee Ren Hanami presented
six-time Grammy Award-winning
artist Daniel Ho, who performed
with Tia Carrere. Glendale Mayor
Ardy Kassakhian introduced Rock &
Roll Hall of Famer Robby Krieger of
The Doors who performed with artist
ambassador Ed Roth. Arcadia Mayor
Paul Cheng presented inductee

Jiaoying Summers.
Disney Studios executive producer Andy
Henry
presented
Illumination animation and creative
director Momo Wang. Dr. David Li
Lee, chair emeritus of the Caltech
Board of Trustees and inductee
Sonita Lontoh presented Panda
Express Founders Andrew and
Peggy Cherng. Judith Goldkrand,
senior vice president of Wells Fargo,
presented real estate pioneers Omar
and Christine Lee.
Frank Buckley of KTLA 5 was master of ceremonies and presented NYX
founder Toni Ko, and co-CEO of KKR
Joseph Bae and his wife Janice Lee.
The Celebration of Life segment highlighted Jamaican Chinese bassist Phil
Chen and Japanese American statesman Norm Mineta.
To honor the new Consul General
of Japan in Los Angeles Kenko
Sone, specialty appetizers were prepared by former CHAYA Executive
Chef Shigefumi Tachibe and his
restaurant Osawa. The International
Press Lounge presented gifts from
Chanel, Prada, Louis Vuitton,
Grayse, Cartier, Valentino and Dior.
Founder Robert Chinn Foundation
matches up to $500,000 of sponsorships and donations. Gifts over
$1,000 are recognized in perpetuity
as Founders of the Season, Women
in Tech and Entertainment Guild or

Skylight Theatre Company and
QueerWise will mark World AIDS
Day by presenting “Queerly
Imparted” on Wednesday, Nov. 30,
at 7 p.m. This will be its 8th annual
World AIDS Day performance
which is a tribute to lives that were
lost to the disease, while at the same
time encouraging awareness, prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS.
This evening will also celebrate the

10-year anniversary of the spoken
word troupe, QueerWise.
This landmark celebration will
conclude with a presentation of the
Skylight Theatre Company 2022
Icon Award to Michael Kearns for his
many decades as a leader in the Los
Angeles theatre community and,
most importantly, his devotion to the
illumination of HIV/AIDS in artistic
terms. In 1986, Kearns directed
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Daniel Howas honored at the
Asian Hall of Fame Induction
Ceremony.

Health Science Guild. A GoFundMe
page has been set up for people who
wish
to
donate
at
gofundme.com/f/founder2023?utm_
campaign=p_lico+sharesheet&utm_medium=copy_link&ut
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Kicking of its 44th season, “A Motown Holiday” by the Gay Men’s Chorus
of Los Angeles will perform on Dec. 17 and 18.

we’re selling so well, and we’re
thrilled. Adding the incredible
Shanice, whom we just adore, and
our Motown Quartet will add even
more music, variety and great
singing to the production. We can’t
wait to see our audiences again for
the start of GMCLA’s 44th season.”

“A Motown Holiday” will be
presented Saturday, Dec. 17 at 8
p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 18 at 2 p.m.
at the Alex Theatre, 216 N. Brand
Blvd., Glendale. Tickets start at $29
and are available at gmcla.org. For
information on the Alex Theatre,
visit alextheatre.org.

‘Hot Chocolate Nutcracker’
performed by Debbie Allen dancers
Debbie Allen Dance Academy
is proud to present its award-winning production of “Hot
Chocolate Nutcracker” this holiday season from Dec. 1-4. On hiatus in 2020 due to the pandemic,
documented in the 2020 Netflix
movie “Dance Dreams: Hot
Chocolate Nutcracker,” and presented drive-in style in 2021, this
year marks the family spectacular’s highly-anticipated grand
return to full production live stage
performances.
A charming reimagining of the
holiday classic, the story of “Hot
Chocolate Nutcracker” starts on
Christmas Eve as the Johnsons
host a grand party. The Christmas
gifts are shared and young Kara
receives a Nutcracker filled with
her favorite: hot chocolate. She
falls asleep and the journey begins
when the Nutcracker comes alive.
Three wise cracking mice from
New York City – Harvey,
Schmink and Buckey, who go by
“The Real Rat Pack” – then take
over the story. Kara travels to

many new lands of wonder – from
Candy Cane Land, Egypt, the
Indian Rainforest/Bollywood to
Jazzland, Russia and the Land of
the Kimono Dolls. With dazzling
music and costumes – and stunning choreography showcasing
jazz, modern dance, hip-hop and
ballet – this is a holiday theater
experience that all ages will enjoy.
This year, guests can extend
their “Hot Chocolate Nutcracker”
experience at Kara’s Tea. Held
before each matinee performance,
the tea includes storytelling with
Debbie Allen, catered tea, photos
with cast members and a chance
to win the Fairy Queen’s pointe
shoes.
Performances take place at 7:30
p.m. on Dec. 1-3 and 2 p.m. on
Dec. 3-4. Tickets start at $75 and
are available at debbieallendanceacademy.com.
“Hot
Chocolate Nutcracker” will be
hosted by the Redondo Beach
Performing Arts Center, located at
1935 Manhattan Beach Blvd in
Redondo Beach.

‘Queerly Imparted’ marks World AIDS Day

photo by Ed Krieger

Nov. 30 will mark the 8th annual World AIDS Day performance by the
Skylight Theatre Company and QueerWise.

“AIDS/US,” a revolutionary piece of
theater that dared to present real-life
stories told by PWAs (People With
AIDS), produced by Gary Grossman.
“We need to rededicate not only
our own personal commitment to
end bigotry, racism and gender
inequality, but the worldwide commitment to fighting oppression,”
Grossman said.
QueerWise is a Los Angelesbased group of writer-performers
who utilize history, humor and honesty to explore the shifting cultural
realities of being queer in 21st
Century America. During the past
ten years, the collective has performed more than thirty theatrical
pieces in a variety of venues, including Beyond Baroque, the Skylight
Theatre and Highways Performance
Space. For information visit, queerwise.net.
The Skylight Theater is located at
1816 ½ North Vermont Avenue in
Los Feliz. For tickets and information, visit skylighttheatre.org or call
(213)761-7061. Tickets are free,
but donations are encouraged.
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Five performances of “Hot Chocolate Nut Cracker” will be offered in
Redondo Beach between Dec. 1-4.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Nov. 14 and Nov. 18. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department
Nov. 14
An unknown suspect burglarized a
construction site in the 600 block
of N. Canon at 9:56 a.m.
At 11:20 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
300 block of N. Canon.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 100 block of Stanley
at 12:24 p.m.

Los Angeles Police
Department

At 5:58 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 200
block of S. Elm.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1200 block of
Leona at 8:40 p.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8900 block of Santa Monica.

At 5:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of S. Swall.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 800 block of San
Vicente at 3:10 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 bock of
S. Almont at 7 p.m.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 900
block of Hilldale.

At 7:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of S. Almont.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8900 block of
Santa Monica at midnight.

Nov. 14
At 8:35 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 7000
block of Lexington.

Nov. 15

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8400 block of
Melrose at 4:30 p.m.

At 10:48 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 9500
block of Santa Monica.

At 8:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8800
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of N.
Doheny at 1 p.m.

Nov. 15

Nov. 16
At 8:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
9100 block of Wilshire.

Nov. 17
At 2:48 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 600
block of N. Maple.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1000 block of
Summit at 12:30 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 300
block of N. Rodeo.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1000 block of
Summit at 7:45 p.m.

Nov. 18
At 5 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 9600 block of
Wilshire.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 300 block of N. Beverly
at 11 a.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1200 block of
Havenhurst at 1:52 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 200 block of S.
Beverly at 3:35 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 9000 block of Olympic
at 4:50 p.m.

At 4:25 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 100 block of N.
La Peer.

At 1:52 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7100 block of Santa Monica.

committed a grand theft in the
8400 block of Wilshire.

Nov. 13

At 11 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 100 block of N.
Le Doux.

Nov. 18

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
600 block of Robertson.

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 bock of N. Foothill.

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 100 block of N. Almont at
9:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 8800 block of
Cynthia at 5 p.m.

committed a burglary in the 100
block of N. Ridgewood.

burglary in the 500 block of S.
Fairfax at 5 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 400 block of S. La
Brea. An additional theft was reported in the same area at 5:57 p.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8100
block of Third.

At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1700
block of N. Cahuenga.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 5900 block of
Hollywood at 6:55 p.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1500
block of N. Fairfax.

Nov. 13

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8400 block of
Blackburn at 7 p.m.

At 12:30 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
1600 block of N. Wilcox.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
600 block of N. Sierra Bonita.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1700 block of N. Las
Palmas at 12:45 a.m.

Nov. 15

At 2:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5500
block of Wilshire.
A victim was assaulted during a
domestic violence incident in the
1700 block of N. Las Palmas at
5:30 a.m.
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of S. Fairfax.
An unknown suspect stole a bicycle in the 1700 block of N.
Cherokee at 6:05 a.m.
At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1000
block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Third and
Edinburgh at 7:30 a.m.
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of N. Orlando.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7000 block of
Hollywood at 12:10 p.m.

At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1700
block of Whitley.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 500 block of N. Crescent
Heights at 1:15 a.m.
At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5200
block of Olympic.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5500 block of
Wilshire at 7:30 a.m.
At 10 a.m., a suspect assaulted a
victim during a domestic violence
incident near the corner of
Hollywood and Highland.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
McCadden and Hollywood at 5:30
p.m.
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
500 block of S. Curson.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
N. Orlando at 9 p.m.

At 1:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of N. Stanley.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. Citrus.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 2300 block of N.
Orange Grove at 2 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of S.
Cloverdale at 10 p.m.

Nov. 16

Nov. 16

At 4:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of The Grove.

At 12:20 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Doheny and
Melrose.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6000 block of
Hollywood at 6 p.m.

At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8400 block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7100 block of Santa
Monica at 12:30 p.m.
At 2:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Crescent Heights and Santa
Monica at 3:13 p.m.
At 7:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8300 block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8600 block of
Sunset at 8:10 p.m.

Nov. 17
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1200 block of
Havenhurst at 8 a.m.
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8900 block of Santa Monica.

At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of N. Spaulding.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 400 block of S. La
Brea at 6:52 p.m.
At 9:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 800
block of S. Hauser.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 600 block of N.
Beachwood at 10:30 p.m.
At 11:05 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
6700 block of Selma.

At 1:33 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5500
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5800 block of
Melrose at 1:46 a.m.
At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7100
block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Selma and
Argyle at 6 a.m.
At 10:20 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
5500 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of Hauser
at 10:30 a.m.

Nov. 14

At 11:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
6200 block of Third.

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 700
block of N. Alta Vista.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Gower and
Willoughby at 2:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1800 block of N.
Cahuenga at 2 a.m.

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8000
block of Third.

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect

An unknown suspect committed a

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6600 block of
Hollywood at 11 p.m.

Nov. 17
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 500 block of N. Crescent
Heights at 1:15 a.m.
At 2:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Wilcox and Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of S.
Fairfax at 3:09 a.m.
At 5:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6500
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of
Hollywood and Vine at 6:40 a.m.
At 6:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7600 block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1200 block of N.
Mansfield at noon.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 5100
block of Marathon.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Hollywood
and El Centro at 9 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 6300
block of Third.

Nov. 18
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6000 block of
Franklin at 1:20 a.m.
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 100 block
of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Wilcox
and Romaine at 9:30 a.m.
At 11:41 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
8200 block of Third.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7200 block of
Willoughby at noon.
At 12:15 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
6100 block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary near the corner of
Cherokee and Sunset at 12:36
p.m.
At 1:14 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of S. The Grove.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 600 block of N.
Spaulding at 3:20 p.m.
At 6:32 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6400
block of Olympic.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
S. San Vicente at 7:30 p.m.
At 7:53 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of S. La Brea.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5100 block of
Hollywood at 8 p.m.
At 8:58 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of S. La Brea.
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN

WEBSITE DESIGN

HONEST HANDYMAN
DOES IT ALL
Serving the Westside for 32 years
• Plumbing • Electrical
• Roofing • Tile • Flooring
• Painting • A/C Repair
Carpentry • Drywall
• Windows • Decks
• Kitchen & Bath Specialist

FORT CONSTRUCTION
General Contractors
Call Manny

COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

HELP WANTED

West Hollywood, CA – Malom
Consulting Corp seeks a Junior
Bookkeeper to prepare,
examine, analyze accounting
records to assess accuracy,
completeness & conformance to
reporting for international clients.
High School Diploma, or foreign
equivalent + 5 y. exp.
bookkeeping position + exp.
Quickbooks, Excel, Track 1099,
Payroll Gusto & ADP.
Send resumes to B. Uzzan,
Job#926, 8788 Shoreham Drive,
Unit 11, West Hollywood, CA
90069 or email:
contact@malomconsulting.com

DOGWALKER

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

323.393.5238

latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

FLORIST

emilyjilg.com
bloomsby.emily

UPHOLSTERY

ALAKAZAM

(310)729-9612
(424)284-3314

Ronen Handyman
Services

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

• Drywall Repair
• Plastering
• Interior & Exterior Painting
Stucco Repair

(818) 314-1650

Lic#465817 Bonded • Insured

fortconstructionla.com

email: ronencohen10@yahoo.com

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks

le
Affordab
s
e
ic
Pr

with our saturation program.

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

Ways to subscribe

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $120 per year.
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

Across

1. At the home of
5. Bound
9. Old-timer
13. Boat overhaul
15. Workplace safety org.
16. Oscar winner Paquin
17. Prudential competitor
18. Explosive, when split
19. Neeson of “Kinsey”
20. Wasp colors
23. Printers’ widths
24. Common to Nittany and Detroit
25. Aquarium fish
28. “Matrix” actor Reeves
30. Bond opponent
31. Camping need
33. French story
37. Flag colors
40. Like some questions
41. Level to the ground
42. Have glad eyes for
43. Quoted
45. Qatar coin
47. Trunks
49. Hall of Fame outfielder Roush
50. Cloud colors
57. Part of a website
58. FDA part
59. “Venice of the East”
60. Fashion designer
61. Connecticut university

62. Like a lion or horse
63. Ampersands
64. Building additions
65. Koppel and Nugent
Down

1. Kvetch
2. Part of a shoe
3. Trade agreement
4. Brass component
5. Mortgages, for example
6. Cornerstone abbr.
7. Sailor’s call
8. Anderson on “Baywatch”
9. Pete Wentz’s band
10. Vegetable that makes you cry
11. Nibbles
12. Thanksgiving side dish
14. Selfish sort
21. Violin maker, Nicolo
22. Stood along a street, for example
25. Certain surgeon’s “patient”
26. Heels
27. Street announcers
28. Work with the hands
29. J.F.K. postings
30. Juiceless
32. Raison d’ ___
34. Lake organism
35. Deceive
36. Shoe box marking
38. Mechanically lift

39. The out crowd
44. 60s fashion
46. Expression
47. Singer Shania
48. 1977 George Burns/John Denver film
49. Margins
51. Uzbek sea
52. Zero
53. Future J.D.’s hurdle
54. Wind instrument
55. Squeezed

beverlypress.com

56. Physics units
57. Handheld device

answers on page 26
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Friendly House honors luminaries
The Friendly House 32nd annual
awards luncheon on Nov. 19 honored Dina LaPolt (Visionary
Award), Paul Williams (Person of
the Year Award), Cheryl Burke
(Shining Star Award), Dr. Carolyn
Coker Ross, MD (Excellence in
Service), Rika Broccoli (Peggy
Albrecht Shining Star Award) and
included a special in memoriam
tribute to Carrie White.
Russell Brand kicked off the
award show, held at the Beverly
Hilton Hotel, via hilarious virtual
message, and Caroline Rhea, who
shared about her comedy of errors
experience at LAX before she
arrived at the show served as luncheon host.
The afternoon was filled with
poignant and moving testimonials
by Friendly House alum and honorees sharing their stories of
courage, faith and hope.
iann dior, in a deeply personal
presentation, spoke of his own
sobriety experience, before honoring entertainment attorney and
activist Dina LaPolt whose 24-year
recovery journey has impacted
countless lives.
Cheryl Burke, newly celebrating
four years of sobriety, accepted her
honor in a heartfelt virtual acceptance which was presented by

Friendly House executive director, cheon, which was chaired by Rika
Christina Simos.
Broccoli and Monique St. Pierre.
Luncheon chair, Rika Broccoli
Friendly House is the leader in
was surprised and moved when she inclusive women’s alcohol and
was unexpectedly honored with the substance abuse recovery. The 71Peggy Albrecht Shining Star Award year-old non-profit organization is
bestowed upon her for her tireless the first residential program in the
service to Friendly House.
country created by women for
Lisa Loeb sang her Grammy women. For information, visit
Award-winning hit, “Stay,” then she friendlyhousela.org
and composer Eve Nelson performed a magnificent rendition of
“Rainbow Connection” to honor the
songs’ writer and Person of the Year
recipient, Paul Williams who
received his award from long-time
college friend and former
MusiCares exec, Harold Owens.
Also in attendance were Erika
Jayne, Saffron Burrows, Kevin
Kreider, Devon Diep, Shannon
Dang, Natalee Linez, Brandy
Ledford, Beth Broderick, Wesley
Geer, Sydney Holland, Jonathan
Heap, Julia Verdin and Mariana
Williams.
The organization is supported by
private donations, grants, fundraising efforts by the board of directors
and Friendly House alumni, and
photo courtesy of Getty Images for
two annual events including the
Friendly House
award luncheon.
Riddle, The Songwriters of Caroline Rhea hosted the 32nd
America, the Broccoli Foundation annual Friendly House awards on
and LaPolt Law supported the lun- Nov. 19.

Tickets on sale for PetSpace ‘WUFxArt’ event

The first round of tickets is available for WUF (With U Forever)’s
WUFxArt, a first-of-its-kind community celebration honoring the

connection between canines and
their human companions. Taking
place on Dec. 10 and 11 at Wallis
Annenberg PetSpace in Playa Vista,

photo courtesy of the Wallis Annenberg PetSpace

WUFxArt will return to the Wallis Anneberg PetSpace on Dec. 10 and 11.

Groundlings gets cozy for the winter
Come ring in the holiday season
with a night full of sketch comedy
at the all-new Groundlings holiday
show, “Cozy Winter Cabin.”
Directed by Chris Eckert, the cast
includes company members Sam
Desurra (“Bigfoot Famous”), Chris
Kleckner
(“Copshop”),
Laird
Macintosh (“The Mick”), Karen
Maruyama (“The Campaign”), Jessica
Pohly (“Pee-wee’s Big Holiday”), Jay
Renshaw (“Bernard and Huey”) and
Annie Sertich (“Silicon Valley”).
Opening night will be on Friday,
Dec. 2 at 7:30 p.m., and the show
runs through Dec. 17 with shows at
7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. every
Friday and Saturday night. Tickets
range between $22-$28 each.
The Groundlings Theatre is located at 7307 Melrose Ave. For information or to purchase tickets, visit
hgroundlings.com/shows/ cozy-

winter-cabin or call (323)934-4747.

WUFxArt brings together artists,
vendors and brands, each united in
the common purpose of commemorating our dogs and how they
bring out humanity in all of us.
“Last year’s event was a
resounding success featuring over
1,900 participants, 20 artists and
some incredible brand partners,”
WUF co-founder and CEO Clinton
Misamore said. “WUFxArt has
become a tentpole event for us,
allowing us to connect artists and
brands, people and pups, companies and communities. We are
beyond thrilled to bring WUFxArt
back this year with the support of
Wallis Annenberg PetSpace.”
“We love events like WUFxArt
that allow us to bring together innovation, creativity and our community to strengthen the human-animal bond and support extraordi-

photo courtesy of Mr. Jingles Christmas Trees

Mr. Jingles Christmas Trees has several locations around Los
Angeles, including in Hollywood.

Christmas jingles into Hollywood
Mr. Jingles Christmas Trees will
open this 2022 holiday season
with in person shopping, online
ordering, delivery, drop-off, installation and tree-removal services.
Established in 2012, Mr. Jingles is
a second-generation familyowned Christmas Tree business.
Tree lots will open Nov. 24 and
online shopping is available. Mr.
Jingles also delivers and installs
Christmas trees for indoor and
outdoor venues such as office
buildings, restaurants, shopping
malls, business shops and offers
commercial grade fireproofing
and tagging.
Mr. Jingles provides six different types of fresh trees ranging

nary care for pets in crisis,” said
Gabrielle Amster, director of Wallis
Annenberg PetSpace.
WUFxArt features collaborations with over 25 innovative artists
from the greater Los Angeles area
as well as brand partnerships with
Doge
Pound,
Nationwide,
Holistapet, Tito’s Handmade
Vodka, Full Moon, Marquis
Drinks, Migos Dog Food, Topo
Chico and KCRW. Guests will
enjoy a rich gallery of featured
artists, live painting, on-site dog
adoptions, interactive installations
for pups and people, photo opportunities with Santa, local vendors
with incredible goods for dogs, and
food and drink for all.
Ticket prices are currently $35

from 2 ft to over 20 ft, fresh
wreaths, fresh garland, fresh
mistletoe, lights and ornaments.
As an additional service at the end
of the holiday season, Mr. Jingles
offers a hassle-free way to recycle
your Christmas tree. They come to
you, remove the water from your
tree bowl, remove the tree from
your business or home and vacuum inside.
Los Angeles locations include:
Hollywood, 1841 N. Highland
Ave.; West Los Angeles, 11852
Santa Monica Blvd.; and Original
Farmers Market, 6333 W. Third
St.
For information, visit mrjingleschristmastrees.com.

and will increase to $45 on Dec. 5.
A portion of ticket proceeds will
go
towards
PetSpace’s
Extraordinary Care Fund, which
supports PetSpace’s work on behalf
of the animals who are most at risk
and face barriers to adoption. This
fund enables PetSpace to transfer in
and treat animals from California
shelters and rescues who are
unadoptable, due to advanced medical conditions or require intensive
behavioral support. For tickets, visit
eventbrite.com/e/wufxart-2022tickets-444694552377?aff=ebdssbdestsearch.
The Wallis Annenberg PetSpace
is located at 12005 Bluff Creek Dr.,
Playa Vista. For information, visit
annenbergpetspace.org.

10 Reasons Why I Don’t
Want An Estate Plan
1. I want large sums of my hard-earned money to go to
a law firm.
2. I want the government to decide who gets my life
savings.
3. What for? My house is only worth a half-million
dollars.
4. I really don’t care who raises our children.
5. I want a total stranger to go through all of my personal papers and financial affairs.
6. I like family fights – especially unnecessary ones.
7. I don’t care who inherits my hard earned money.
8. I’ve been messy in life; I’ll be messy in death.
9. They say you can’t take it with you, but what if you can?
10. Probate. Must be fun.

If you don’t do it for yourself, please do it for those you care about.

Kramer Law Group
photo courtesy of the Groundlings

Annie Sertich is among the stars of
the Groundlings’ “Cozy Winter Cabin.”

Stephen W. Kramer
5858 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205 • Los Angeles, CA 90036 • (323)964-7100
www.kramerlaw.biz
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MOCA takes action on climate
Musicians, artists, writers and
data scientists, together, can catalyze climate action – both by
inspiring others and by looking
inward at their own craft and communities.
The “Engergizing the Climate
Movement” panel at MOCA has
created real, positive action in ways
and among communities that
haven't traditionally been involved
in climate change.
The panel discussion will take
place at MOCA Grand Ave. on
Dec. 1 at 6:30 p.m. and bring
together artist Josh Kline who
aligns his art with the philosophy
of post-humanism; Cassie Lee, cofounder, and CEO of Sound
Future, a nonprofit organization
that exists to measure, discover
and deploy meaningful environmental solutions for the live event
industry; Gail Whiteman, founder
of Arctic Basecamp, a team of

Arctic experts and scientists who,
for the last five years, have
brought the Arctic to the World
Economic Forum annual meeting
at Davos; and Rachel Kropa,
founder and Managing Director of
the FootPrint Coalition, a coalition
of investors, donors and storytellers committed to scaling technologies to restore our planet.
Moderated
by
MOCA
Environmental Council Adviser
Dan Hammer, winner of the inaugural Pritzker Environmental
Genius Award and a founder of
Earthrise Media, a Digital Product
Agency with a unique approach to
addressing global environmental
change. For information, visit
moca.org/program/a-multidisciplinary-perspective-on-a-changingearth.
Together Thursdays offers
extended hours every Thursday at
both MOCA Los Angeles loca-

Researchers study new method of
measuring marine biodiversity

Measuring marine biodiversity
with “environmental DNA” could
allow rapid assessments of changes
in marine life, making it a critical
tool for managing our response to
climate change. But eDNA only
works well if key implementation
steps are followed, according to a
new study of the Los Angeles and
Long Beach area published in the
journal “PeerJ.”
“What do we need to know to use
eDNA in the coastal ocean, and can
we make it work well in an important urban setting? Those are the
questions that motivated us to
launch this study,” said Regina
Wetzer, curator and director of the
marine biodiversity center at the
Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles County.
eDNA uses genetic sequencing
of samples from the environment
(in this case, ocean water) to inventory biodiversity. “There are genes
that differ enough between species
that can be used as identification
markers. Every organism sheds
DNA by dropping skin cells or
other materials, so we can take a
cup of seawater, sequence the DNA
in it, and use that to inventory
organisms in the area,” said Zack
Gold, lead author of the study.
The Port of Los Angeles and the
Port of Long Beach form one of the
largest port complexes in the world
and are a site of intense environ-

mental interest. That made it an
interesting site to test eDNA’s ability to act as an effective tool for biodiversity assessment.

“What do we need
to know to use
eDNA in the
coastal ocean,
and can we make
it work well in an
important urban
setting? Those
are the questions
that motivated us
to launch this
study.”
Regina Wetzer, Curator and
Director of the Marine Bodiversity
Center at the Natural History
Museum of Los Angeles County.

The study paired eDNA sampling
and conventional ship-based trawl
net sampling at seven sites in the
port complex. eDNA detected nearly all of the 17 species of fish found
in the trawls, but also detected an
additional 55 native fish species.
Detecting those additional species
through conventional sampling
requires many more sampling trips

tions until 8 p.m., as well as free
shuttles running every twenty
minutes between MOCA Grand
Avenue
and
The
Geffen
Contemporary
at
MOCA.
Featuring free admission and free
public programming, information
can be found by visiting
moca.org/together-Thursdays.
MOCA’s environmental programming series highlights the
museum’s work around climate,
conservation and environmental
justice. Guided by the work of the
MOCA Environmental Council,
the first sustainability council at a
major arts museum in the United
States, the series presents artists,
activists and scholars committed to
critical ecological issues in Los
Angeles and globally.
The 2022 series is made possible
by Nora McNeely Hurley and
Manitou Fund.
MOCA Grand Avenue is located
at 250 S. Grand Ave. The Geffen
Contemporary at MOCA is located
152 N. Central Ave.
and at a high cost.
“We were happy to see eDNA
validated alongside ‘conventional’
sampling, but we were really excited to see the extra information that
came from the eDNA,” said Dean
Pentcheff, researcher and program
manager of the Diversity Initiative
for the Southern California Ocean
at NHM.
Based on this pilot project, the
authors assembled a set of recommendations for managers considering eDNA as a tool for biodiversity
assessments. The recommendations
cover careful selection of the identifying genes and specific advice on
how to clean up the sequence data
from eDNA samples before searching for sequence matches.
“These samples of the environment are like time capsules that
we’ll be able to exploit in the
future,” said Adam Wall, Crustacea
Collections manager at NHM.
Co-authors on this study include
researchers from a broad suite of
institutions, and it was supported by
funding from the Port of Los
Angeles and the Port of Long
Beach.

photo courtesy of MOCA

A series of events at MOCA will highlight actions being taken to help fight
climate change.

photo courtesy of Jewish Family Service LA

JFSLA gives thanks to the community

On Nov. 18, Jewish Family Service LA’s SOVA Community Food &
Resource Program held its annual Thanksgiving distribution, providing
Thanksgiving staples to more than 1,500 families. “The annual
Thanksgiving distribution is incredibly significant,” said Kathi
Dawidowicz, JFSLA supply and logistics manager at SOVA. “Many of
our clients are not able to afford many of these special Thanksgiving staples, particularly with the recent high cost of groceries.”
For more information, visit jfsla.org/food-hunger.

Bogie’s Liquor

Stock your
favorite beverages
this holiday season!
Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs
photo by Jamie Chen/courtesy of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County

Natural History Museum researcher Dean Pentcheff recovers a seawater
sample.

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine

(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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WeHo celebrates 38 years with WeHo Day
The city of West Hollywood
invites the community to celebrate
38 years of cityhood on West
Hollywood Day, Tuesday, Nov. 29,
at two events highlighting West
Hollywood’s community spirit and
civic pride.
West Hollywood Day will kick
off bright-and-early with a community meet and greet from 8 to 10
a.m. at the West Hollywood City
Hall Community Plaza, located at
8300 Santa Monica Blvd. Members
of the West Hollywood City
Council along with city staff will
gather in the plaza, which is located
between the automated parking
garage and the City Hall entrance
on N. Sweetzer Ave., to connect
with community members over coffee and snacks. RSVP is not
required; community members are

encouraged to drop in.
In the evening, the city of West
Hollywood will host its annual
State of the Community event
with a reception and mixer from 6
to 8 p.m. at the city’s West
Hollywood Park Aquatic and
Recreation Center, located at 8750
El Tovar Place (next to West
Hollywood Library). Join the
city’s executive management
team, staff and officials to celebrate cityhood and engage in a
conversation about new initiatives, upcoming workplans and
major
projects
in
West
Hollywood. The festive event will
include light appetizers, beverages, live entertainment and a formal program. RSVPs are required
at:
celebrate-weho.eventbrite
.com.
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West Hollywood will celebrate its 38th anniversary on Nov. 29 at the
West Hollywood City Hall Community Plaza.

Happy Thanksgiving

Nearly 40 years ago, West
Hollywood’s cityhood was proposed by an unlikely coalition of
LGBTQ activists, seniors and
renters — these groups came
together to form a city like no other,
with progressive policies and strong
tenants’ rights protections. Through
tireless determination, the city of
West Hollywood was officially

incorporated as an independent
municipality on Nov. 29, 1984.
Previously, West Hollywood had
been an unincorporated area of Los
Angeles County.
The city of West Hollywood continually sets new standards for other
municipalities, not only as a leader
in many critical social movements
— including: HIV and AIDS advocacy; affordable and inclusionary
housing; LGBTQ rights, civil rights
and human rights; women’s rights;
protection of the environment; and

animal rights — but also in: fiscal
responsibility; city planning; infrastructure; social services programs;
wellness and recreation programs;
senior services and aging-in-place
programs; public and community
arts; and community engagement.
For information, contact Paolo
Kespradit, city of West Hollywood
management analyst, at (323)8486556 or at pkespradit@weho.org.
For people who are deaf or hard of
hearing, call TTY (323)848-6496.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a
Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

Citywide, West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

The City Council will consider a zone text amendment,
adding Section 19.20.260 (Gender Neutral Public Toilet
Facilities) to Chapter 19.20 (General Property Development and Use Standards) of Title 19 (Zoning Ordinance)
of the West Hollywood Municipal Code and making additional related changes to Title 13 (Buildings and Construction) and Title 19 (Zoning Ordinance), establishing design
standards for gender-neutral public toilet facilities in new
and renovated commercial establishments.

APPLICANT(S):

City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Monday, December 5, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.
West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room – Council
Chambers
625 N. San Vicente Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069

ZONES:

Citywide

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Sections §15061(b)(3)
(Common Sense Exemption)

City Hall is open to the public for service on a walk-in basis, however appointments will continue to be available and highly encouraged. The staff report will be available on Wednesday, November 30, 2022 on-line at
www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only
those issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in
this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood
City Council, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior
to, the Public Hearing.
To comply with the American with Disabilities Act of 1990, If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the City
Clerk at (323) 848-6800 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing
to express their opinion in this matter.

The Banta family enjoyed a traditional Thanksgiving dinner in this
photograph from the Nov. 22, 1956, issue of the Park Labrea News.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Banta and their children Christine, Laurie and Steve
were having their final Thanksgiving at Park La Brea before moving
to La Cañada, according to the accompanying article. Banta was a former professional football player for the Los Angeles Rams and
Philadelphia Eagles, and following his sports career, he worked in
broadcasting during professional football games at the Los Angeles
Memorial Coliseum. In the article, Banta stated how thankful he was
for his health, family and well-being, and wished everyone a happy
Thanksgiving.

For further information regarding this item, contact Ben Galan, Building and
Safety Manager in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323)
848-6512; or via email at: bgalan@weho.org
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-8486826.
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Horvath prepares for new leadership position

From page 1

community and a place where people could come for safe refuge. I
was honored and proud to have had
a part in making that happen. I
think that experience will help
shape and inform how I serve
diverse communities going forward
in this new role,” she said.
Now, Horvath turns the page in
her political career with her election to the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors, 3rd District.
“I was asked by a number of people who I greatly respect and
admire [to run for supervisor],” she
said. I also have always been driven
by a desire to be of service, to leave
the world better than I found it and
to give back in ways that I feel are
appropriate, given how much my
city and this whole region has given

to me in terms of all of the opportunities that I’ve had. So, I look for
opportunities to be of service. I certainly wasn’t expecting this one to
be what I did next.”
Horvath said that she was especially grateful that her new position
will give her the opportunity to
work on issues she’s most passionate about.
“[Being supervisor will allow me
to] protect renters and create affordable housing options, expand our
regional transportation, network
and infrastructure, focus on working people, and make sure that
we’re improving quality of life and
[making life] more affordable. And
I’m incredibly grateful that, you
know, there will be so many
resources and opportunities to

photo courtesy of Lindsey Horvath

Jane Fonda was among Lindsey Horvath’s supporters in her campaign
for Los Angeles County Supervisor.

make a difference.”
Horvath had the support of many
prominent
figures
in
the
Democratic party, including
California First Lady Jennifer
Siebel Newsom and Los Angeles
Mayor Eric Garcetti, as well as
activists like Jane Fonda and
Dolores Huerta.
“A time like this requires all of us
to step up and help each other, and
[it] is my sincerest intention to use
my leadership to call upon the coalition that we have built because it
[isn’t] just how we win a campaign,
it’s how we lead effectively if we
listen to each other,” she said.
Horvath was also supported by
many of her current and former City
Council colleagues.
“Lindsay Horvath is one of the
most upstanding, ethical and
empowering individuals I’ve ever
been able to call a colleague, and
I’m very honored to call her a
friend,” Councilman John Erickson
said. “The thing I love most about
Lindsey is that she doesn’t just put
words into action. As she’s …
climbing that metaphorical ladder,
for wherever she’ll end up, she
doesn’t continue to look up, she
looks back, and she pulls up behind
her. And who she’s pulling up are
the communities, the new leaders
and the people that are there to help
make the world a better place with
her. And that’s not only honorable,
it’s gallant. We rarely see leaders
like Lindsey Horvath.”
“Lindsey has a deep well of
empathy and very strong backbone,” Councilman John D’Amico
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Lindsey Horvath speaks at the opening of the West Hollywood Aquatic
and Recreation Center, a facility she was instrumental in developing.

said. “It’s my experience that when
she sets her mind to accomplishing
something she gets it done with
grace and style. I have watched that
play out over and over. And more
than all of this, we started as unfamiliar colleagues and I am happy to
say we are finishing as friends, and
I could not be happier for her and
her success.”
Looking back on her time on the
City Council, Horvath was proud of
her achievements.
“[I’m proud of] our progress on
the Crenshaw Northern Extension
of Metro rail to West Hollywood,
something I’ve been a tireless
champion of and something I’m
very excited to continue my work
on now having a seat at Metro,” she
said. “I would say our focus on
women, creating the community
response team to domestic violence, to our more recent actions,

[including] ensuring that women
and pregnant people will have
access to the full range of reproductive health care services.”
Horvath’s last council meeting
was Nov. 21. Since she will be
sworn in as supervisor just hours
before West Hollywood’s new
council members take office at the
next meeting on Dec. 5, Horvath
will resign her seat prior to that
meeting.
“All of the memories that I’ve
made in that space, both physically
and in the space of my community,
they’ll live on with me, and they
will be what I will take with me to
the county board. I know that I
wouldn’t be able to do what I’m
going to do next if I hadn’t done
what I did in West Hollywood, and
I’m grateful to the community for
giving me that opportunity,”
Horvath said.

L.A. officials solicit feedback on COVID-19 memorial Voter registration activist

Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti, the Department of
Cultural Affairs and the See
Change Institute are gathering
community feedback on the
COVID-19 Pandemic Reflections
Initiative to create a COVID-19
memorial.
“The COVID pandemic has
impacted all of us in a profound
way, including through the loss of
family members, friends, colleagues and neighbors. This
memorial will provide us with a
physical space where we can
honor and remember our loved
ones,” Garcetti said. “The memorial will also stand as a testament
to our collective strength and
resilience for generations to
come.”
The COVID-19 Pandemic
Reflections Initiative was introduced this year with a request for
proposals for a consultant team to
research, design, plan, facilitate,
execute and monitor the project.
Through a panel selection process,
See Change Institute was selected
to facilitate a series of listening
strategies, including a citywide

Answers From Page 22

“The COVID
pandemic has
impacted all of us in
a profound way,
including through the
loss of family
members, friends,
colleagues and
neighbors. This
memorial will provide
us with a physical
space where we can
honor and remember
our loved ones.”
-Mayor Eric Garcetti

survey and community listening
sessions, and to use insights gained
from the public to develop the project.
“Our team is excited to work
with the city of Los Angeles, the
Department of Cultural Affairs,
and the Mayor’s Office to explore
what the COVID-19 pandemic has
meant to Angelenos and discuss
options for a COVID-19
Memorial,” said Dr. Beth Karlin,
founder and CEO of the See
Change Institute. “This is an

important step towards engaging
our city in a collective process of
memorializing the loss and lessons
we experienced as a result of the
pandemic.”
CPR LA is an outgrowth of
the Civic Memory Project led
by Christopher Hawthorne, former
L.A. chief design officer. The
Civic Memory working group,
made up of historians, architects,
scholars and staff from city departments, began working in
November, 2019 and concluded its
work in February, 2021. Its final
report, Past Due, offers strategies
to help a city-led approach to the
production of monuments, memorials, and commemorations that
feel authentic, equitable, and productive to Angelenos.
“In recognition of the many
lives lost as a result of the COVID19 pandemic, this initiative will
give the residents of Los Angeles
the opportunity to honor the people we loved and to reflect,
remember, and instill hope as we
move forward in our recovery and
healing,” said Daniel Tarica,
interim general manager of the
Department of Cultural Affairs.
For
information,
visit
culturela.org/pandemic-reflections.

L.A. awards grants to 10 artists

The Los Angeles Department of
Cultural Affairs has announced the
recipients of the 2022-23 City of
Los Angeles Individual Master
Artist Project grants. Ten master
artists will each receive $10,000 to
produce a series, set or singular
new artwork. The original works

will be premiered and promoted by
the Department of Cultural Affairs
next spring as part of the 26th edition of the annual project.
“The COLA IMAP grants serve
as catalysts for the development of
new artworks by a selection of the
city’s master artists and allow

honored in Fairfax District

photo courtesy of the 5th District council office

Susan Levin, daughter of voter registration activist Sylvia Levin,
Los Angeles City Councilman Paul Koretz, and Chuck Levin, Sylvia
Levin’s son, celebrate the dedication of Sylvia Levin Democracy
Square at the intersection of Rosewood and Fairfax Avenues. Before
her death in 2009, Levin registered more than 47,000 people to vote,
making her the most prolific voter registration activist in the history
of the United States. Canter’s Deli, in Fairfax, was one of the places
where she would most frequently sign up new voters.
“Los Angeles is grateful to this compassionate individual, who
spent her time helping our community, making a difference and
demonstrating participation in a vibrant democracy,” Koretz said.
L.A.’s residents and visitors to celebrate their creative talent,” said
Daniel Tarica, interim general
manager of the Department of
Cultural Affairs. “This program
represents an important recognition of these artists’ outstanding
ability and experience with engaging others through their works.”
The 2022-23 COLA Individual
Master Artist Project recipients in

the Performing and Literary
Artists category are Daniel Corral,
Alia Mohamed, Jasmine Orpilla
and David Ulin. Patricia
Fernández, Wakana Kimura,
Michael Massenburg, Duane Paul,
Elyse Pignolet and Kyungmi Shin
were selected in the Design and
Visual Artists categories.
For information, visit culturela.org.
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Center’s meal brings together generations

From page 1

more so to get together as a community and feel connected to each
other,” Pollock said. “More of our
older adults as well as our youth
don’t actually have family of origins, and they might not have families to be with for the holidays. It
makes it even more important to be
able to come together,” Pollock
added.
The LGBT Center usually holds
separate events for its senior
clients and its youth clients, and
Pollock said the older community
members were excited for the
opportunity to socialize with their
younger peers.
The celebration was also an
opportunity to enroll more people
in the LGBT Center’s services,
said director of events and production Tui Lyon. Community members needed to enroll with the center to attend the Thanksgiving
feast, making them eligible for the
center’s services, she added.

“The center has a wraparound
model of care, which means that
all of our services are very focused
on providing holistic care for our
clients,” Lyon said. “Someone is
not just going to come for a meal
and only get connected to that particular need for food insecurity or
just wanting a social occasion.
We’ll also be checking in with
them about their health care, mental wellness, housing, benefits and
a variety of different services to
support them and make sure
they’re taken care of.”
On a monthly basis, the LGBT
Center has more than 50,000 client
visits across its 10 locations, she
added.
As a nonprofit, the LGBT
Center frequently works with a
limited budget, and staff have to
rely on their own creativity to
hold events like the Thanksgiving
celebration, Lyon said.
Staff members arranged flowers

and decorated the space for the
event, while the food was prepared
by the LGBT Center’s kitchen,
where many of the chefs are graduates of the culinary arts program,
she said.
While guests ate and socialized
during the dinner, former
“RuPaul’s Drag Race” contestants
June Jambalaya and Kerri Colby
walked around the venue, stopping
to chat with fans and pose for photographs.
“Right now, coming together
and just celebrating thanks and
seeing everyone from the youth
and elderly together, it’s very
inspiring,” Jambalaya said.
For Colby, being invited as a
guest to the LGBT Center was personally impactful.
“In the past I had to rely on the
LGBT Center when I first moved
to L.A. To be able to come full circle by giving back is so amazing,”
Colby said. “I think that having a

Coach terminated following altercation

From page 1

longer works for BHUSD.”
A security camera video showing
the incident surfaced after the
BHUSD received a public records
request for it. It is unclear who
asked for the footage. In the video,
Faintich and the student are
engaged in a heated conversation,
and the coach shoves the student.
At approximately 1 minute, 15 seconds into the video, the coach
shoves him two more times and
walks away. The incident occurred
in a plaza outside the school’s gym
when other students and school personnel were present. The incident
was immediately reported to
administrators by a security
guard.
An unnamed BHUSD source
said Faintich had been a wrestling
coach at BHHS since 2012 but was
not a full district employee. The
coach was suspended during the
BHUSD’s investigation and has not
been present on campus. The student was not injured, and the incident was not reported to police.
More than 20 people spoke in
support of Faintich during a Nov.
22 meeting of the Beverly Hills
Unified School District’s Board of
Education, including parents and
current and former members of the
wrestling program. Some said they
were eyewitnesses to the incident
and the boy who was shoved had
previously bullied and struck a
member of the wrestling team during an off-campus confrontation,
and Faintich was defending that
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The Los Angeles LGBT Center’s Thanksgiving dinner enabled members
of the community to socialize and be together for the holiday.

sense of community right now is
so important.”
Gwendolyn Smith has lived at
the Rosenstein Campus for
approximately a year, where she
stays involved in the community
by making art, repurposing bicycle
parts into frames for her

pieces.
Smith said she loves living at
the campus, and hopes to remain a
resident as long as possible.
“I’m thankful because I got a
roof over my head … and I really
love being with the family of the
group here,” Smith said.

Vigil memorializes victims
of shooting in Colorado
From page 1
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Former Beverly Hills High School wrestling coach Ryan Faintich apologized at the BHUSD Board meeting on Nov. 22.

student. Faintich also spoke during
the meeting and apologized.
“A lot of people came here angry
and upset and wanted an apology
on the way this matter was handled.
And it is I that owe them that apology,” Faintich said. “My heart was
certainly, as everyone knows, in the
right place. But the choices I made
to make contact physically with a
student of Beverly Hills was not the
correct way to handle the situation.
While I perceived a threat, and
while I truly wanted to protect and
safeguard my wrestlers, there was a
better way to handle it. Let me be
clear, we want to be role models,
we want to be leaders. And perhaps
the best thing I can do is admit,

truthfully, honestly, that this was
not the way to handle the situation.”
The BHUSD board agendized an
item on the incident at the request
of Faintich’s supporters, but his termination still stands, and board
members declined to comment on
the incident because it is an
employment matter. They acknowledged the significant support for
the coach, and thanked the community members for providing their
viewpoints. During the meeting, the
BHUSD board also approved two
new coaches for the wrestling team:
Christopher Kurnik and Todd
Radonsky.
To view the Nov. 22 meeting,
visit bhusd.org/boardmeetings.

“As an LGBTQ+ city and
tourist destination, it is important
for the West Hollywood community to come together, express
ourselves and stand in solidarity
with the victims of the Club Q
shooting and against hate crimes
against our community,” Mayor
Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne said.
“In doing so, we let our
LGBTQ+ siblings who have
been affected by this act of terrorism and hate know that their pain
is felt here and they are not alone.
The vigil was community members having a safe space to heal
and our allies coming together to
show our LGBTQ+ community
that they stand with us.”
Councilman John Erickson
pointed out how clear and present the danger remains for the
community. He said that while
he was speaking at the vigil, he
“literally got texted a death
threat.”
“I had to deal with the sheriffs
[to report the threat] and everyone else. It’s a really scary time
because people are incensed and
empowered by this rhetoric out
there that just is pitting us versus
them. And I know one thing that

I saw on Sunday at that vigil was
it’s not an us versus them for
[West Hollywood]. It’s an us
together and how we can do all
that we can,” Erickson said.
Sonia-Wallace said that the
incident highlights the importance of having LGBTQ+ gathering spaces.
“It feels more vital than ever
now to have a place for queer
people to gather and share their
stories, a place beyond dancing
for raw emotion, for listening
and processing — for remembering that, however we’re feeling right now, we are not alone,”
Sonia-Wallace said. “An attack
like this is an attack on our truth,
and our job in response is to
show that our truth is irrepressible.”
Councilman John D’Amico
discussed the importance of
West Hollywood speaking out as
a city in times of tragedy.
“Every time we organize a
protest, we remind people here
in L.A. County and across the
country that being a safe community that values and protects
its residents is an American
value,” D’Amico said.

Mayor Bosse joins Iran protest

LADWP board ends debt collection shutoffs
The Los Angeles Board of Water
and Power Commissioners has
adopted a motion to halt the practice
of water and electric shutoffs as a
debt collection tool.
Under the new motion, those
enrolled
in
Los
Angeles
Department of Water and Power’s
EZ-SAVE program – which helps
income-qualified residents reduce
the cost of electricity, water and
sewer service – as well as those
enrolled in the Senior Citizen
Lifeline Discount Program, will be
eligible for shutoff protection. The
motion also prohibits shutoffs for
all customers during extreme
weather events, such as extreme

heat episodes that can harm public
health, safety and welfare.
LADWP has 146,723 customers
currently enrolled in its EZ-SAVE
discount program and 89,591 customers in its Senior Citizen Lifeline
Discount Program that now become
eligible for shutoff protection.
In addition, LADWP promotes
and connects eligible customers
with federally funded efforts such
as the Low-Income Energy
Assistance Program and LowIncome
Household
Water
Assistance Program.
As the largest municipally owned
utility in the country, serving 1.5
million electric customers and

700,000 water customers, supporting income-vulnerable residents is
among the LADWP’s biggest priorities. The utility has committed to
promoting equity by helping lowincome customers afford essential
water and power services, participate in LADWP’s clean energy
transformation through the LA100
Equity Strategies initiative, and
access customer programs to help
them save costs on their monthly
bills. The board’s motion followed a
review of equity-related water and
power shutoff patterns conducted
by LADWP and documented by the
UCLA Luskin Center’s recent
research.
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Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse was a keynote speaker at the
Freedom Rally for Iran in Hollywood on Nov. 19, where she marched
with thousands of people who condemned acts of violence against
women and children in Iran. The city of Beverly Hills was one of the
first cities to adopt a resolution calling on the United States government and United Nations to increase sanctions against Iran and
denounce the Iranian government.
“You have my word. I will be by your side every step of the way
until we don’t need to do this anymore,” Bosse said.
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Thank you for calling
Park La Brea home.

O

n this Thanksgiving Holiday, Park La Brea
would like to thank our residents for calling us home. We continue to make excit-

ing changes here; from composting to valet trash
services and much more while focusing on the
Lifestyle that you’ll live while calling Park La Brea
home.
With our park-like setting and convenient location,
Park La Brea is the ideal place for anyone to call
home. The Farmers Market, The Grove, the
Petersen Automotive Museum, and the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures are within walking distance, as well
as LACMA and trendy restaurants. As a resident at Park La Brea, you will enjoy a modern fitness center with yoga
and spin room, two glistening saltwater pools with hot tub and cabanas, outdoor cafes, dry cleaner, movie theater, and recreational parks. We truly are an oasis within the city. There’s no need to look any further! Our leasing
team is happy to meet with you to find the perfect apartment home to fit your needs and budget.
Contact our Leasing Office for more information or visit www.parklabrea.com.
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