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Beverly Hills council debates Caruso makes Hancock Park campaign stop
approval process for murals
n Mayoral candidate

n Questions raised about Beverly Drive artwork
By Joey Waldinger
Earlier this summer, while spending time in Beverly Hills, Dean
Stockton, a London artist better
known as D*Face, painted a mural
covering the entirety of a building
facing South Beverly Drive.
Against a purple backdrop, the
mural depicts a woman with billowing turquoise hair lying on her
side and staring at pedestrians

walking by.
The mural, larger than any other
in the city, however, was approved
under a temporary permit that has
since expired and through a process
potentially violating city code,
sparking debate among council
members about how murals should
be approved in the city.
Councilman John Mirisch said
that he had raised the issue at a
See Council page 21
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A purple mural of a neon-haired woman spans a building facing Beverly
Drive in Beverly Hills.

discusses crime,
homelessness

By edWin folven
Los Angeles mayoral candidate
Rick Caruso came together with
residents of the Hancock Park,
Windsor Square, Brookside and
the Greater Wilshire communities
on Sept. 12 during a private meet
and greet event at the June Street
home of David Gajda and Jose
Malagon.
Caruso outlined his positions on
issues such as homelessness and
public safety, and asked the
approximately 100 people gathphoto by Edwin Folven
ered to cast their ballots for him. Mayoral candidate Rick Caruso met residents during an event on
Caruso described being born and Monday at a private home on June Street.
raised in Los Angeles and his
background as a property developer, and explained that he wants where we need to do something, Los Angeles.”
to rebuild a political system that is as simple as that,” Caruso said.
Caruso said he plans to address
broken. Caruso, a billionaire who “I’m not looking for a career. I public safety and rising crime, and
owns The Grove and many other don’t want to stay an elected offi- cited his previous service on the
retail properties in Southern cial. I want to go be mayor, I want Los Angeles Board of Police
California, said he does not intend to do a really good job, I want to Commissioners as giving him the
to use the mayor’s office as a step work hard. I know that I get some experience needed to solve probto higher political office. Instead, criticism for basically funding this lems. He plans to hire 1,500 new
he wants to serve as mayor to fix a campaign, and yes, [I’m] spend- police officers and expand comcity mired in problems, and then ing a lot of money. But I don’t munity policing efforts in which
return to his private life.
want to hold an allegiance to any- senior lead officers serve as direct
“I just think the city’s at a place body other than the residents of
See Caruso page 21

Six candidates square Mid City West green lights TVC 2050 project
off in West Hollywood
By edWin folven

n Three City Council

seats are open in
the Nov. 8 election
By rance collins
On Sept. 11, six of the 12 candidates for West Hollywood City
Council gathered at Fiesta Hall in

Plummer Park to square off at a
forum hosted by the Stonewall
Democratic Club. The candidates were seeking endorsements by the club, one of the
oldest LGBTQ+ political organizations in the country. Three
seats are open on the council,
including
Mayor
Lauren
See Candidates page 22
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Robert Oliver, Zekiah Wright, Chelsea Byers, John Heilman, Marquita
Thomas and Steve Martin made their cases at a West Hollywood City
Council candidate forum hosted by the Stonewall Democratic Club.

The
Mid
City
West
Neighborhood Council’s General
Board approved a proposed plan on
Sept. 13 that will transform the
Television City campus at Beverly
Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue.
During a virtual meeting, the
council’s general board heard presentations from Hackman Capital
Partners, owner of Television City
and developer of the proposed project, as well as public comment
before voting 20-5, with two
abstentions and two recusals, to
support the project. The board’s
vote is non-binding, and serves as a
recommendation to the Los
Angeles City Council.
Known as the TVC 2050 project,
the proposal seeks to expand facilities within the 25-acre Television
City property. It would create
1,874,000 square feet of sound
stages, production support space,
office space and retail space on the
site.
The existing main central building and façade on the Television
City campus, which are designated
as a city of Los Angeles Cultural-

rendering courtesy of Hackman Capital Partners

The TVC 2050 project would transform the Television City property with
new sound stages and production support facilities.

Historic monument, will be preserved, and the studio’s frontage on
Beverly Boulevard will be opened
so the public can see the historic
elements from the street. The project is currently in the draft environmental impact report phase, and
must still go before the city’s
Planning Commission and the City
Council’s Planning and Land Use
Management Committee, as well as

the full City Council.
Zach Sokoloff, vice president for
Hackman Capital Partners, said he
was grateful for the neighborhood
council’s support and stressed that
the entitlement process will continue, giving the public many additional chances to consider and
weigh-in on the project. Sokoloff
also stressed that Hackman Capital
See Project page 22
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Learn about the ‘Just In Case BH’ program at Greystone Mansion.

‘Just In Case BH’ boosts
emergency preparedness
The city of Beverly Hills will hold an informational meeting on the
emergency preparedness program “Just In Case BH” on Thursday,
Sept. 15, from 6-8 p.m. at Greystone Mansion, 905 Loma Vista Drive.
“Just In Case BH” was developed by the city of Beverly Hills to
ensure the community is connected, informed and prepared for emergencies. City officials said the key to the program’s success is participation by as many residents and businesses as possible. For information and to get involved, visit justincasebh.org.

WeHo stresses disaster preparedness
In observance of National
Preparedness
Month,
West
Hollywood is encouraging residents
to create an emergency plan with
family, friends and neighbors.
The
federal
government’s
ready.gov website offers a step-bystep plan to help people prepare.
West Hollywood invites community
members to attend a free emergency
preparedness seminar on Saturday,

Sept. 24, at 3 p.m. in the West
Hollywood City Council Chambers,
625 N. San Vicente Blvd. The seminar will be led by Erik Franco, an
instructor with the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security and the
California Police Officer Standards
and Training programs. To participate, email safety@weho.org. To
learn more community safety tips,
visit weho.org/publicsafety.

Cinelounge

‘The Revue’

Cinelounge Sunset presents special
engagements of “Pearl,” “Full
Picture,” “The Letter Men” and
“Tech to the Future” from Friday,
Sept. 16, through Thursday, Sept.
22. “Pearl” is a prequel to the horror
film “X” released earlier this year.
“Full Picture” is a documentary
about actress, comedian and activist
Santina Muha, who has been wheelchair-bound since she was 6 years
old. “The Letter Men” is a drama
based on the real love letters written
by Gilbert Bradley to his sweetheart, Gordon Bowsher, during
World War II. “Tech to the Future”
is a documentary about tech wizards
who are making the previously
unthinkable a reality, from flying
cars to artificial actors. Showtimes
vary; see schedule. 6464 Sunset
Blvd. (323)924-1644, cineloungehollywood.com.

The Bourbon Room Hollywood is
holding
“The
Revue-Cabaret
Edition”
on
Saturday, Sept.
17, from 7-10
p.m. Enjoy classic
movies
turned
into
musicals such
as “Top Gun,”
“Caddyshack,”
“The Empire Strikes Back,”
“Aliens,” “Thelma and Louise,”
“The Princess Bride,” “There's
Something About Mary,” “Pulp
Fiction” and “Ferris Bueller’s Day
Off.” The Bourbon Room opens at 5
p.m. for dinner and drinks, and
show seating begins at 6 p.m.
Tickets are $50. 6356 Hollywood
Blvd. bourbonroomhollywood.com.

‘Everybody’
Antaeus Theatre Company is hosting the Los Angeles premiere of
“Everybody,” a comedic, provocative and modern riff on 15th century
morality running from Friday, Sept.
16, through Monday, Oct. 17 at the
Kiki and David Gindler Performing
Arts Center in Glendale. Written by
Branden Jacobs-Jenkins, the play is
an allegorical journey through life in
which
the
title
character,
“Everybody,” searches for a companion, “Somebody,” who will
accompany them to their appointment with “Death.” Showtimes are 8
p.m., Friday and Saturday; 2 p.m.,
Sunday and 8 p.m., Monday. Tickets
are $40. 110 E. Broadway. (818)5061983, antaeus.org.

Hiromi
BroadStage welcomes Grammywinning pianist and composer
Hiromi on Saturday, Sept. 17, at
7:30 p.m. Hiromi returns with her
trademark energy and virtuosic
technique, performing compositions
from her latest album “Silver Lining
Suite.” She will be joined by the
Piano
Quintet,
featuring
PUBLIQuartet. 1310 11th St., Santa
Monica. broadstage.org.

Buddhist
psychology
Join Kadampa Meditation Center
Los Angeles for a discussion by Gen
Rigpa on practical ideas from
Buddhist psychology on Sunday,

Sept. 18, from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at
the Barnsdall Gallery Theater.
Admission
is
$20.
meditateinla.org/barnsdall-buddhisttalk-sunday-september-18.

Piano Spheres
Piano Spheres opens its 2022-23
season with pianist Vicki Ray performing on Tuesday, Sept. 20, at 8
p.m. in Zipper Concert Hall. Ray
goes electric, delving into works for
piano and live electronic instruments, backing tracks, Fender
Rhodes piano and amplified toy
piano. The program will open
with the West
Coast premiere
of “Titanium”
by João Pedro
Oliveira, followed by the
late
William
Kraft’s “Requiescat,” Josh Biggs’
“Sound Ribbons for Vicki Ray” and
Ben Phelps’ “Sometimes I Feel Like
My Time Ain’t Long.” Tickets are
$25.
200
S
Grand Ave.
pianoSpheres.org.

Composting
5900 Wilshire is hosting a free virtual seminar on composting at home
and in offices on Wednesday, Sept.
21, from 10-11 a.m. The webinar will
include information about Senate
Bill 1383, which aims to reduce the
disposal of organic waste in landfills,
including edible food, by 2025.
RSVP is required by noon on Sept.
16. A Zoom link will be sent upon
registration. 5900wilshire@rockhillmanagement.com.
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Beverly Hills City Council set to approve
extension of North Canon closure

By JOEy WALDINGER

During a Sept. 12 meeting, the
Beverly Hills City Council
expressed unanimous support for
city engineers’ request to extend the
closure at North Canon Drive and
Wilshire Boulevard for an additional nine months.
“I don’t see any reason not to
support it. In fact, there are reasons
to support it,” Councilman Lester
Friedman said.
The council approved the closure and installation of a 20-foot
sound wall in 2018 ahead of the

construction of the Metro Purple
Line, said city engineer and assistant public works director Daren
Grilley.
After the wall was constructed in
Sept. 2019, the council approved a
one year extension last September,
Grilley added.
“Looking ahead, the need for this
mitigation continues until [June]
2023,” Grilley said.
He said the department conducted outreach with city residents,
which found that they are largely
supportive of the nine month extension of the North Canon closure.

Director of economic and government affairs at the Beverly Hills
City Council Chamber of
Commerce also spoke in support of
the extension, as did chair of the
Beverly Hills Next Committee
Tiffany Davis, who added the sound
wall on Wilshire Boulevard has successfully mitigated noise from the
project.
Along
with
Friedman,
Councilwoman Sharona Nazarian,
Councilman John Mirisch, Vice
Mayor Julian Gold and Mayor Lilli
Bosse also signaled their support
for the project.

Beverly Hills honors the Queen Elizabeth II

To honor the life and legacy of
the late Queen Elizabeth II of the
United Kingdom, Beverly Hills
illuminated City Hall in the red
and blue colors of the British flag
on the evenings of Sept. 9 and
Sept. 10. Queen Elizabeth died on
Sept. 8 in Scotland at the age of
96.
“Queen Elizabeth was a beacon
of light who devoted her life to
public service,” said Beverly Hills
Mayor Lili Bosse. “Her incredible
legacy that spanned 70 years
inspired millions across the globe.
Her tenacity, resilience and compassion will never be forgotten as
one of the world’s greatest female
leaders.”

Photo courtesy of Beverly Hills

The city of Beverly Hills illuminated City Hall in the colors of the British
flag last weekend in tribute of the late Queen Elizabeth II.

photo by Cameron Kizsla

The Beverly Hills City Council last week signaled their support to extend
the closure at North Canon Drive and Wilshire Boulevard for another
nine months as Metro construction continues.

Schiff responds to Republicanbacked national abortion ban

On Sept. 13, U.S. Rep. Adam
Schiff (D-Burbank) issued a statement
on
Congressional
Republicans’ national abortion ban
proposal.
“The Supreme Court’s decision
to strike down Roe v. Wade was
dangerous and unprecedented, and
Republican leaders have taken
every opportunity since that decision to enact draconian laws to
criminalize and further restrict
abortion rights in states around the
country,” Schiff said. “This is
another terrible assault against the
fundamental rights to privacy,
body autonomy and health care –
and if Republicans are successful
in enacting this abortion ban it will

threaten the health of millions.
“That criminalizing abortion
nationwide was their ultimate goal
should never have been in doubt.
Republicans have spent decades
waging an all-out assault against
abortion access for decades, stacking the Supreme Court and state
legislatures with partisans determined to repeal this right.
“The House has already acted
to codify Roe into law, and the
fate of reproductive freedom is
stalled in the Senate. Clinging to
nonsensical claims of tradition is
nothing more than an abdication
of duty. Now is the time to remove
the filibuster and secure abortion
rights.”

4 September 15, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Leads sought in hit-and-run Man from Oakland arrested in local robbery spree
on Sunset in Hollywood
By edwin folven

By edwin folven

Detectives with the Los
Angeles Police Department’s
West Traffic Division are seeking
the public’s help in identifying a
driver involved in a hit-and-run
collision that left a pedestrian
dead in Hollywood.
The collision occurred around
8:44 p.m. on Sept. 12 near Sunset
Boulevard and McCadden Place.
A white 2018 Audi S5 was traveling westbound on Sunset
Boulevard
approaching
McCadden Place when it collided
with a pedestrian who was laying
in the roadway. The driver of the
Audi continued westbound on
Sunset Boulevard before making
a U-turn and stopping, police said.
The unidentified driver exited the
Audi, flagged down an LAPD
patrol vehicle and directed offi-

cers to the pedestrian. The driver
then reentered his vehicle and fled
eastbound on Sunset Boulevard
without identifying himself.
The officers rendered aid to the
victim. Paramedics responded and
pronounced the pedestrian dead at
the scene. The victim was not
identified.
Drivers are reminded that if
they are involved in a collision,
they are required to pull over and
remain at the scene to identify
themselves.
A reward of up to $50,000 is
available for information leading
to the identification and conviction of suspects involved in fatal
hit-and-run collisions. Anyone
with information is urged to contact West Traffic detectives at
(213)473-0234. During weekends
and
off-hours,
call
(877)LAPD247.

Fifteen-year-old Hollywood
student overdoses

By edwin folven

A 15-year-old girl died at Helen
Bernstein High School in
Hollywood on Sept. 13 and her
female friend was hospitalized after
overdosing on pills that may have
been laced with fentanyl, police said.
The Los Angeles Police
Department’s
West
Bureau
Homicide Unit is investigating the
overdoses, as well as two additional
overdoses that allegedly occurred in
a park near the Bernstein High
School campus. Investigators
believe the girl who died and her
friend purchased the pills from
someone at Lexington Park, located
in the 5500 block of Lexington
Avenue, approximately four blocks
southeast of Bernstein High School.
“What we think, based on our
investigation, is that at least these
two girls went over to the park to
purchase Percocet, and they were
given a pill that may have been laced
with fentanyl based on our experience, and it caused this deadly reaction,” said Lt. John Radtke, with the
West Bureau Homicide Unit.
Authorities did not release the victim’s names. The two girls were students at the school. The overdoses
occurred after school, police said.
Officers from the LAPD’s
Hollywood Division responded to the
high school around 9 p.m. after
receiving a call from the stepfather of
the girl who survived. He had been
searching for his missing stepdaughter and located her at the school,
which is at 1309 N. Wilton Place, near
Sunset Boulevard. Police said the girl
told her stepfather that her friend was
in a bathroom and needed help. The
parent found a school employee and

they entered the bathroom and located
the other girl, police said. They called
911 and police and fire department
personnel arrived. Paramedics pronounced the 15-year-old dead at the
scene, and transported the other girl to
a hospital, where she was listed in stable condition, police said.
Authorities did not divulge how
they determined the girls purchased
Percocet pills at Lexington Park, but
said they are investigating two nonfatal overdoses that occurred at the
park on Sept. 12 and are likely related to the overdoses of the Bernstein
High School students. Authorities
did not provide any further information about those cases.
Percocet is a prescription medication that contains oxycodone, and it is
used to treat pain. Fentanyl is a powerful and dangerous opioid that is sometimes mixed with other drugs, resulting in overdose and death, police said.
The Los Angeles Unified School
District said the high school was open
on Sept. 14 and grief counselors were
available to students and employees.
“We are working with the LAPD,
the lead agency on this ongoing
investigation, and at this point, and
due to confidentiality issues, we have
no further information to share,” read
a statement from the LAUSD. “As
we work together with LAPD to
uncover the details of this tragic situation, out thoughts and prayers go out
to the family and friends of both students. We also thank everyone for
their understanding and support and
will share more information as it
becomes available.”
Police are asking anyone with
information call the LAPD’s West
Bureau Homicide Unit at (213)3829470.
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Grief counselors were available at Helen Bernstein High School, where
two students overdosed on Sept. 13.

A 31-year-old man from Oakland
has been arrested and charged in
connection with a series of robberies in the local area from May
through July, including two holdups that occurred in the Melrose
Avenue shopping district. One of
those robberies led to an officerinvolved shooting on July 14 near
Melrose and Orange Grove
avenues.
The suspect, Eric Watts, was
taken into custody on Sept. 7 in the
city of Martinez in the Bay Area.
Detectives with the Los Angeles
Police Department’s RobberyHomicide Division and the Gang
and Narcotics Division, along with
the U.S. Marshalls Task Force,
tracked Watts to the city and arrested him without incident. Watts was
wanted for a parole violation and
had an active warrant since June
2021, police said.
Detectives used DNA evidence
and surveillance video to link Watts
to the crimes. During the investigation, police also identified Watts as
the suspect in additional robberies
in Northern California. The Los
Angeles County District Attorney’s
Office charged Watts on Sept. 9
with six counts of robbery.
The first crime allegedly involving Watts occurred around 9:30
p.m. on May 21 at a gas station in
the 5100 block of West Washington
Boulevard. A victim stopped at the
gas station and went inside to pay.
He was confronted by two suspects
who were armed with handguns
and demanded property, police

photo by Edwin Folven

One of the robberies allegedly attributed to the suspect occurred on July
14 near Melrose and Orange Grove avenues.

said. The victim complied and gave
the suspects his watch, cell phone
and wallet. The suspects also stole
additional property from the victim’s car before fleeing the gas station parking lot. The estimated
property loss was more than
$31,000, police said.
Watts also allegedly robbed two
victims around 3:30 p.m. on May
24. The victims were dining inside
a restaurant in the 8300 block of
West Third Street when they were
approached by two suspects armed
with handguns. The suspects
allegedly demanded the victims’
jewelry, money and a necklace. The
suspects fled with the property and
drove away in a white Lexus, police
said.
Watts was also allegedly
involved in a robbery that occurred
around 3:15 p.m. on July 5 at a
store in the 7300 block of Melrose

Avenue. Two victims were shopping together when they were
approached by two suspects armed
with handguns. The suspects
demanded property and stole a
watch, purse and handbag. The estimated property loss was more than
$70,000, authorities said.
At approximately 6:45 p.m. on
July 14, Watts and another male
suspect are believed to be responsible for an attempted robbery that
occurred at a store in the 7800
block of Melrose Avenue, near
Orange Grove Avenue. Two suspects parked a black, newer model
BMW X5 in front of the store, exited the vehicle and entered the business armed with handguns, police
said. The suspects approached the
victim and demanded his jewelry. A
struggle ensued in which the victim’s necklace and shirt were
See Arrest page 21
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Donation helps play structure rise from ashes
n Hackman Capital

Partners hopes effort
will inspire others

By edwin folven
Families visiting Pan Pacific
Park were dismayed in July when
they learned one of the children’s
playground structures at Pan Pacific
Park was set on fire and destroyed.
On Sept. 13, city park officials
and representatives of Hackman
Capital Partners, the owner of
Television City, announced that the
play structure will be replaced.
Hackman is donating $236,000 for
the new playground equipment,
which will be installed by the city.
The project must go through the
city entitlement and procurement
process. The goal is for the equipment to return to the park next year,
said Eric Calhoun, senior recreation
director of Pan Pacific Park.
Calhoun said the play structure
was for tiny tots and was very popular among families. The fire that
destroyed the play structure on July
12 remains under investigation.
Officials believe an unhoused individual started the fire, Calhoun
said. The Los Angeles Fire
Department is investigating the
incident as arson, but no suspect has
been identified, he added. The
Department of Recreation and
Parks removed the destroyed play
structure and fenced the area, which
is located next to another large play
structure installed in 2018 that was
not damaged by the fire and
remains in place.
“It was always among the most
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popular facilities in the park, so we
are very grateful for the donation
and are happy that the playground
will return,” Calhoun said. “It’s
really helping us bring the playground back to the community.”
Carolyn Ramsay, executive
director of the Los Angeles Parks
Foundation, helped facilitate the
donation from Hackman Capital
Partners, which has been partnering
with the city and the community to
improve the neighborhoods around
Television City. The Los Angeles
Parks Foundation raises money to
support the city’s parks, and
Ramsay said Hackman Capital
Partners was immediately willing
to help with the Pan Pacific Park
playground.
“I had already been in touch with
Hackman and Television City about
potential support for Pan Pacific
Park, and I’ve been pitching them
different ideas because I knew
about
[developer]
Michael
Hackman’s philanthropy and generosity,” Ramsay said. “This one
came together in such a beautiful
way because Michael Hackman is a
very unusual corporate leader who

is also very philanthropic, and he
just dove right in to support this
playground replacement.”
Hackman said that he was
pleased to contribute to improvements at the park but was initially
reluctant to announce his company’s involvement because he didn’t
want to take credit. He changed his
mind because he hopes the donation will inspire others who also
own businesses and properties near
the park to contribute to improvements.
“Our first intention was to do this
quietly … but the goal here is to get
more people to do more,” Hackman
said. “We have been talking about
how important it is for us to build
connections with the park, physically, and to encourage the community
to access and utilize the park. So
much of what we’re doing at the
studio is looking to enhance the
connection that we have to the park
here and to encourage folks to utilize it, folks who are looking to take
a lunch break or take a walk and
stretch their legs, but also to create a
more connected community where
the park feels much more accessible

photo by Edwin Folven

Hackman Capital Partners’ Zach Sokoloff, left, and Michael Hackman,
second from right, joined Carolyn Ramsay, executive director of the Los
Angeles Parks Foundation, and Eric Calhoun, senior recreation director
of Pan Pacific Park, at a donation ceremony for the new play structure.

to the families and community
members who rely on it.”
Hackman Capital Partners has
proposed a major expansion at
Television City that will increase the
number of sound stages and produc-

tion support space at the site. Some
opposition has surfaced in the community to the project because of its
size and scope.
See Play structure page 21
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Homeless count shows slowed growth
in homeless population
BY JOEY WALDINGER
Over three nights in February,
69,144 people were experiencing
homelessness in Los Angeles
County, according to the point-intime survey conducted by the Los
Angeles
Homeless
Services
Authority.
That number represents a 4.1%
increase since the last homeless
count in 2020, but starkly contrasts
with the 25.9% increase recorded
between 2018 and 2020, an indication that the increases in the homeless population may be slowing,
according to LAHSA.
The homeless count found that
the city of Los Angeles was experiencing a similar trend.
“While it is too soon to know
what this year’s count results will
mean long-term, the numbers are
suggesting there is a flattening of
the curve that is driven by the necessary and effective economic programs that helped keep people in
their homes throughout the pandemic,” said Kristina Dixon, acting
co-executive director at LAHSA.
According to the report, 41,980
people were experiencing homelessness in the city of Los Angeles,
up 1.7% from 2020.
Between 2018 and 2020, there
was a 32% increase in homelessness, according to LAHSA. A count
was not conducted in 2021 due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The count also provided some

explanations as to why homelessness appears to be more visible
even as the numbers say otherwise.
Although there was a 17%
increase in the number of tents,
vehicles and makeshift shelters on
L.A. County streets since 2020,
there were fewer people living in
them, according to LAHSA.
The numbers are not falling and
rising evenly across the region.
In West Hollywood, city staff
recorded 40 homeless people during this year’s count, a 65%
decrease from 2019, said City
Councilman John Erickson.
He added that 112 unhoused people were counted in 2020, but he
did not know the percentage of
decrease between 2020 and 2022.
In Beverly Hills, the county
counted 39 people in February, up
from 19 in 2020, said Public
Information Officer Keith Sterling.
Sterling added that the city
counted 31 unsheltered residents,
but is working with the county to
clear up the discrepancy.
In Los Angeles’ 5th City Council
District, a slight increase was
recorded in the homeless population, according to the report.
The unsheltered population has
increased 4.4% since the last count,
and now stands at 1,252 unsheltered people, up from 1,205 in
2020.
The count found that the opposite was true in L.A.’s 13th District.
There, the number of unhoused

photo by Joey Waldinger

A spokeswoman for City Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th District, said a
homeless encampment near La Cienega Boulevard was cleared last
week after numerous complaints from residents.

Blackburn Ave. encampment cleared
BY JOEY WALDINGER

photo courtesy of Holos Communities

The Avenue Hotel on Vermont
Avenue is being repurposed to
house 75 currently unhoused residents.

people dropped 23% since 2020,
from 3,907 to 2,992 this year.
As the state’s unhoused population continues to grow, lawmakers,
activists and developers across
California and the L.A. region are
using many approaches to combat
the homelessness crisis.
One such program is Project

see Homeless page 8

On Sept. 8, police, homeless
outreach technicians and sanitation
workers cleared a homeless
encampment on the corner of La
Cienega Blvd. and Blackburn
Ave., said Ali Simard, spokeswoman for Los Angeles City
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District.
Simard said that the encampment was cleared under the city’s
41.18 zoning ordinance, which
restricts where people are legally
allowed to sit, lay or sleep in public.
The operation was scheduled
about a month in advance after
numerous complaints from residents in the area, Simard said.
People living in the encamp-

ment were given notice that such
action would take place before Los
Angeles Police Department officers and Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority employees
cleared the area, Simard said.
Simard said that Path and
LAHSA staff were offering services in that area for a month leading up to the operation.
She added that the sanitation
workers gave them more than an
hour to vacate, and that LAHSA
offered services to all residents of
the encampment, but none of them
accepted.
Approximately five or six police
officers were present, and one of
the encampment residents was
detained and put in handcuffs,
although no arrests were made,
Simard said.
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‘Where’s my mail?’

n WeHo residents raise alarm on mail delivery issues
BY RANCE COLLINS

Residents in the West Hollywood
West Resident Association have
been speaking out about mail delivery issues. The neighborhood is serviced by the Bicentennial Post
Office, located on Beverly
Boulevard in Los Angeles. The
office, though, provides mail delivery for the entire 90048 zip code
90048 which is partially in West
Hollywood.
Resident Brian Budin said that he
had a period where he went over a
week without receiving mail.
“I didn’t receive any mail for like
10 days,” Budin said. “I didn’t
receive my bank statements that I
know were supposed to come and
didn’t arrive. Never, ever came. I
also didn’t receive [bills] that I
knew were supposed to come but
never arrived. And it’s frustrating
because I was expecting other
things of more significance to
arrive. And they also didn’t arrive.”
Another resident, who chose to
remain anonymous, said she is still
not receiving any mail at all, and
she has been notified that some of
her letters and packages are being
returned to sender. Upon repeated
inquires with the post office, she
discovered she had been marked as
deceased.
“I was out of town, actually,
because my mother was not well,
and I was a little bit worried that I’d
have an overload of mail,” she said.
“And of course, they didn’t have
[any]. And then my credit card got

cancelled because they returned the
statements back to the company.”
The post office, however did not
know who had marked her as
deceased.
“So then, they just canceled all
the mail. They did not check it. I
was like, ‘Well, where’s the piece
of mail [that was marked
deceased]? Did you take a picture
of it?’ And they don’t have anything,” she said.
West Hollywood West Resident
Association vice president Manny
Rodriguez has also experienced
mail delivery issues, specifically
when his regular mail delivery person went on vacation.
“The mail lady sort of warned us
three weeks ago when she finally
came back that there [was] nobody
to replace her,” Rodriguez said.
“They can’t get anybody to work.”
United States Postal Service representatives have told concerned
residents that worker shortages
have left them without mail carriers
to cover delivery routes when
employees take days off.
“Due to staffing issues at this
office, there may be days when a
customer does not receive mail, but
we are rotating employees and
route assignments to provide service the next day,” said Natalie
Garvins, a spokeswoman for USPS
Strategic Communications.
Garvins said that USPS is working to recruit more workers to fill
positions.
“We currently have job openings
at the office and we encourage any-

one interested in working with us to
apply on our website at
usps.com/careers,” Garvins said.
“These positions offer a great salary
and career opportunities with full
benefits which include paid annual
and sick leave, medical insurance
along with other benefits.”
Garvins also apologized on
behalf of the Bicentennial Post
Office.
“The postal service strives to
provide the best possible service to
our valued customers. We apologize for any inconvenience experienced by customers living in the
community serviced by the
Bicentennial Post Office. Local
management has been made aware
of the concerns expressed by the
local community and steps have
been taken to address the needs,
including hiring city carriers,”
Garvins said.
In addition to raising awareness
to the problem within the neighborhood association and the post
office, West Hollywood West residents have reached out to local representatives, including U.S. Rep.
Adam Schiff (D-Burbank). The
city of West Hollywood also contacted Schiff in regards to the issue.
“The office has reached out to
the L.A. Postmaster and the consumer affairs division to get more
information as to why this is happening, other than being short
staffed,” said Herman G. Molina,
governmental affairs liaison for
West Hollywood. “They have not
received a final answer, but the
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The Bicentennial Post Office is at the center of mail delivery issues for
some West Hollywood residents.

issue has been escalated and we
will continue to stay on top of it.”
Cate Hurley, press secretary for
Schiff, pointed to the current U.S.
Postmaster as the reason for the
problems.
“Postmaster Louis DeJoy
announced back in August his plan
to slash 50,000 USPS jobs – after
he’s already slowed delivery,
banned overtime and decommissioned mail-sorting machines,”
Hurley said. “DeJoy’s family business includes direct USPS competitors. Rep. Schiff has called for
the USPS Board of Governors to
remove DeJoy and replace him
with a competent and nonpartisan
leader.”
Schiff was a co-sponsor, as well,
of the Postal Service Reform Act
that became law in April. The law
aims to stabilize the USPS’ financial situation and improve worker
benefits.

But for now, the staffing issues
persist.
Budin said he questions why the
office would decide certain places
will not get mail while others still
do.
“Who decides that? And, what
legal basis do they have for deciding that? You know, [the USPS]
wants to take away the mailboxes.
They can force us to go to the post
office, but to take our mail away
from us... I mean, that’s pretty
remarkable to me,” Budin said.
Garvins said the office will be
staying on top of the problem.
“We continue to flex every available resource including borrowing
employees from other facilities,
when applicable. We remain committed to servicing our customers
and we appreciate their patience as
we build our employee availability
at the Bicentennial office,” Garvins
said.
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MPX numbers decline in L.A. County
BY RANCE COLLINS
In recent weeks, the number of
MPX, also known as monkeypox,
infections have greatly decreased
in Los Angeles County.
As of Sept. 14, the current number of infected individuals in the
county is 1,900. The reported cases
for the week ending in Sept. 10
showed total new cases at 32, down
from 141 on Sept. 3, according to
the Los Angeles Department of
Public Health website.
“A recent publication reported
that approximately half of gay,
bisexual and other men who have
sex with men reduced the number
of sex partners, one-time sex partners, and use of dating apps as a
result of the outbreak,” said Andrea
A. Kim, director of the Vaccine
Preventable Disease Control
Program for the public health
department. “At this point, our new
cases are plateauing and the doubling time is increasing which suggest that the outbreak may be slowing in L.A .County, similar to some
other larger jurisdictions in the
country. We cannot predict whether
numbers will continue to remain
stable, decrease or increase at this
point in the outbreak,” Kim said.
Additionally, West Hollywood

Councilman
John
Erickson
believes that vaccination efforts
have helped to curb the spread of
the virus.
“I’m really happy to see that
more people are getting vaccinated, [but] we need to ensure that
accessibility remains available to
anyone and everyone that wants to
get [a vaccine],” Erickson said.
Despite the progress within the
county in combatting the virus, the
first reported death from MPX was
reported by the public health
department on Sept. 12. According
to the department, this is only the
second death in the nation due to
the virus.
“Of note, death due to monkeypox remains extremely rare,” Kim
said.
The department reported that
“the resident was severely
immunocompromised and had
been hospitalized.”
“Persons severely immunocompromised who suspect they have
monkeypox are encouraged to seek
medical care and treatment early
and remain under the care of a
provider during their illness,” the
department noted.
MPX vaccination clinics remain
open throughout the county, with
West Hollywood moving its pop-

WeHo to conduct outreach
on COVID rent freeze
The city of West Hollywood will
be conducting virtual and in-person
outreach meetings in over the next
few weeks about ending current
COVID-19-related rent increase
freeze and a potential cap on rent
increases for rent stabilized properties.
Outreach meetings will seek to
gauge ongoing impacts of the pandemic and gather feedback about
ending the rent increase freeze, as
well as about the proposed rent
increase cap on tenants who reside
in, and landlords who own, rent
stabilized properties located within
West Hollywood. Shortly after the
city of West Hollywood declared a
local emergency on April 6, 2020,
due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the West Hollywood City Council
implemented a rent increase freeze
for all rent stabilized properties
until 60 days after the local emergency ends; this declaration is still
in effect at this time.
At its regular meeting on August
15, the West Hollywood City
Council directed city staff to return
within 60 days with a proposal for
a date to end the rent increase
freeze during the first half of 2023
and to present an amendment to the
city’s Rent Stabilization Ordinance

capping all future rent increases
(annual general adjustment) for
rent stabilized properties at 3%.
The city encourages tenants and
landlords to take part in meetings
to learn more.
Virtual outreach meetings will be
held via Zoom on Sept. 27 at 7 p.m.
for tenants and on Sept. 28 at 7
p.m. for landlords.
In-person outreach meetings will
be held at the Community Center at
Plummer Park on Sept. 29 at 7 p.m.
for tenants and on Oct. 4 at 7 p.m.
for landlords.
Drop-ins with the city’s Rent
Stabilization Division staff will be
offered in a pop-up spot for tenants
and landlords at the Helen Albert
Certified Farmers’ Market at
Plummer Park on Mondays, Sept.
19 and 26, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Rent Stabilization Division
is also conducting a community
survey to gather input and feedback
about the city’s COVID-19-related rent increase freeze sunset date
and potential cap on rent increases
for rent stabilized properties.
To participate in the survey visit
weho.org. For a hard copy of the
survey
contact
the
Rent
Stabilization
Division
at
rsd@weho.org.

LGBT Center condemns Texas PrEP ruling

The Los Angeles LGBT Center
has condemned the Sept. 9 ruling by
U.S. District Judge Reed O’Connor
in Texas that decided requiring
employers to provide coverage for
PrEP violates their religious freedoms under federal law.
The LGBT Center also added
that while the scope is currently
limited to Braidwood, the Texas
employer named in the lawsuit, and
its 70 employees, the decision
undermines the bipartisan plans of
the United States government to
end HIV by 2030.
“In the wake of the federal mismanagement around the response
to human monkeypox, this is yet
another reminder that the commu-

nity takes care of itself best,” the
center said in a statement. “In order
to meet the center’s evolving
needs, it requires continued investment in telehealth and public
health infrastructure around community-based organizations that
provide social health services. This
is what makes the center a vital
resource for the people of Los
Angeles. The center is in solidarity
with the LGBTQ+ Texans who
may be impacted by today’s news,
and will work with its partners to
challenge this 11th District ruling.
The center commits to being a
safety net provider for anyone who
is negatively affected by this decision.”

up location to Great Hall in
Plummer Park on Sept. 12 in order
to facilitate more people.
Previously, the vaccination site for
West Hollywood was at the city’s
library.

“I’m really happy
to see that more
people are getting
vaccinated, [but]
we need to ensure
that accessibility
remains available
to anyone that
wants [one.]”
John Erickson
West Hollywood Councilman

“It not only provides more space,
but also allows for better walk-up,
better help with scheduling and it’s
more open and accessible. Parking
is right there, [whereas] the library
parking can be a little bit tricky.
Moving into a space that’s a little
bit larger will be helpful for everyone,” Erickson said.
This clinic is open MondayThursday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and
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West Hollywood has moved its MPX vaccination site to Great Hall in
Plummer Park.

Friday from 1-7 p.m. The city of
West Hollywood is recommending
making vaccination appointments
through myturn.ca.gov, though a
limited number of walk-up slots
are available.
The public health department is
continuing to urge caution and protection for those in at-risk groups.
“Populations at highest risk of
monkeypox in this current outbreak are gay, bisexual and other
men who have sex with men who
have multiple sexual partners. To

reduce risk of monkeypox, these
persons should seek vaccination
and avoid risk behaviors that
increase risk of exposure.
Additionally, persons who are
immunocompromised, including
those with advanced or uncontrolled HIV are at high risk for
severe outcomes if infected with
monkeypox,” Kim said.
For information about the virus
and other vaccination locations,
visit publichealth.lacounty.gov/me
dia/monkeypox.

WeHo urges residents to prepare for emergencies

September
is
National
Preparedness Month, and the city
of West Hollywood encourages
residents to create an emergency
plan with family, friends and
neighbors. An emergency preparedness plan can help everyone
stay safe and effectively communicate during and after potential disasters and emergencies.
The federal government’s
ready.gov website offers a step-bystep plan to help people prepare. It
recommends talking with family
about how to communicate before,
during and after a disaster. Update
plans based on emergent viruses

such as COVID-19 and MPX.
The plan also recommends creating a disaster kit. Gather enough
supplies to last for several days
after a disaster for everyone in the
home. Don’t forget to consider the
unique needs of each person, and
pets, in case a quick evacuate is
necessary.
Residents are encouraged to
know the risk of disasters and
check insurance coverage. Learn
how to make a home stronger
against storms and other common
hazards and teach children about
preparedness.
The city of West Hollywood

Homeless count

In Beverly Hills,
the
Beverly Hills
From page 6
Outreach Team works
seven days
Homekey, which grew out of the
COVID-19 pandemic and uses feda week to help the
eral funding to acquire former
city’s unhoused
hotels and motels as permanent resresidents.
idences for unhoused people.
Aaron Perry-Zucker, director of
marketing and communications at
Holos Communities, a nonprofit
that builds affordable housing, said
funding from Project Homekey
enabled Holos to acquire the
Avenue Hotel at 321 N. Vermont
Ave., which they are developing
into a 76 unit building for unhoused
people.
The property is just one of 34
sites that have been acquired with
$694 million in funding made
available by Project Homekey,
which is administered by the state
Department of Housing and
Community Development, PerryZucker said.
He added that the Vermont
Avenue project, Avenida, was
developed as part of the second
round of funding made available
through the program.
Perry-Zucker expects construction to conclude in 18 months, and
residents to begin moving in soon
after.
While developers work to build
more housing for the unhoused,
cities have been using targeted outreach programs to help those living

Rachel Evans
Human Services Administrator

on the street.
In Beverly Hills, the Beverly
Hills Outreach Team works seven
days a week to help the city’s
unhoused residents, said Human
Services Administrator Rachel
Evans. Composed of three city
employees, the BHOT traverses the
city to connect with unhoused residents and offer them services,
including linking them to a case
manager, referring them to a shelter, and helping them enroll in a
family reunification program,
among other benefits, Evans said.
She added that some unhoused
people might at first be reluctant to
accept help from the city, but officials work to gain their trust over
time.
The city is also working on a
pilot program to enhance its outreach. Since July, Chris Paulson,
the city’s recreation services manager, has been leading a team of
park rangers who visit the city’s
parks overnight to offer similar ser-

invites community members to
attend a free emergency preparedness seminar on Saturday, Sept. 24,
at 3 p.m. in the West Hollywood
City Council Chambers/Public
Meeting Room, 625 N. San
Vicente Blvd. The seminar will be
led by Erik Franco, an instructor
with the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security and the
California Police Officer Standards
and Training programs. To participate,
RSVP by
emailing
safety@weho.org. To learn more
community safety tips, visit
weho.org/publicsafety.
vices to people living or camping
there, he said.
Paulson recently submitted a presentation to the City Council on the
efficacy of the pilot outreach effort,
and will determine further steps
after hearing back from the council
in October, he said.
Neighboring West Hollywood
has taken a similar approach, and
has created the 24-hour West
Hollywood Care Team to help
those living on the streets, Erickson
said.
He said that homelessness is a
trend across the state, and small
cities like West Hollywood cannot
adequately solve it on their own.
Sterling agreed, and said Beverly
Hills would take similar steps.
“Everyone has to be doing something to address this regional problem because there is not one silver
bullet,” Erickson said.

Miracle Mile hosts Sam
Yebri meet and greet

The Miracle Mile Residential
Association, who does not endorse
candidates, is offering opportunities to meet the candidates running
for the 5th District in the coming
weeks. The district represents the
majority of the Miracle Mile. On
Sept. 18, locals can meet candidate Sam Yebri from 4-6p.m. An
address will be provided upon
RSVP.
To
RSVP,
email
info@samforla.com.
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60 seconds for
Pompadour

The Beverly Hills City Council
recognized the bakery Pompadour
on Sept. 12 during its 60 Second
Shout Out program. Pompadour
owner Rani Elsaadi received a
proclamation from Councilman
Lester Friedman, left, Vice Mayor
Julian Gold, Mayor Lili Bosse,
Councilman John Mirisch and
Councilwoman Sharona Nazarian.
Pompadour is located at 9466
Charleville Blvd. For information,
visit pompadourbh.com.
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Community members met with police officers during an informal event on
Sept. 13 at Starbucks near Beverly Boulevard and La Brea Avenue.

‘Coffee With a Cop’ addresses
brewing concerns about crime
BY EDWIN FOLVEN
Officers from the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Wilshire
Division and West Traffic Division
came together with community
members on Sept. 13 during
“Coffee With a Cop” at the
Starbucks at 7122 Beverly Blvd.
“Coffee With a Cop” events are
held monthly at different coffee
houses in the Wilshire area to allow
the public to meet local law enforcement officials in an informal setting,
said Deputy Chief Blake Chow,
commanding officer of LAPD
Operations-West Bureau.
“This is an opportunity for the
officers to interact with the community. They get to know each other
and talk, and it’s always good when
you have that community interaction,” Chow added. “You can come
in and get a cup of coffee on your
way to work and meet the officers,
the senior lead officers and personnel who serve every day in your
community.”
Chow added that the events also
allow the police department to disseminate tips about public safety
and crime prevention and inform
about crime trends. He used the
Melrose community as an example,
stating that crime reduction efforts
in the area including horse, bike and
vehicle patrols have had a positive
impact on safety in the shopping

district.
“Melrose has been doing really
well,” Chow said. “We looked at the
last eight months of last year and the
first eight months of this year, and
we are significantly down in violent
crime.”
Chow also referenced what he
called a “different feel” on Melrose
Avenue due to the increased police
presence during the summer. He
said the additional officers have
helped reduce the perception the
area is unsafe and added that the
extra deployments will continue
during the fall.
Senior Lead Officer Dave
Cordova also participated in
“Coffee With a Cop” and stressed
steps to prevent becoming a crime
victim. They include not keeping
any valuables visible in parked cars,
locking doors and windows, and
reporting any suspicious activity
immediately to police.
“A lot of it is the basics, not only
locking your vehicles but also your
residences, especially with the heat,”
Cordova said. “Do everything you
can to harden the target and prevent
yourself from becoming a victim.”
For information about “Coffee
With a Cop” or other opportunities
to interact with the police department, call (213)473-0200, or visit
lapdonline.org/lapd-contact/westbureau/wilshire-community-policestation.

First-In Fire commemorates 9/11 victims

The First-In Fire Foundation held
a commemoration for victims of the
9/11 terrorist attacks at a marker
installed in the park surrounding the
La Brea Tar Pits in 2008. The marker
honors American Flight 77, which
was crashed into the Pentagon on
Sept. 11, 2001, and remembers Capt.
Charles Burlingame, his crew and
passengers including a group of students and their teachers bound for a
naturalist field trip to Santa Cruz
Island in California. Brad
Burlingame, brother of the
pilot, was a Miracle Mile resident.
The marker is part of a
memorial tree grove planted
by the community, with the
help of local first responders.
The 11 memorial trees represent each student and teacher
on Flight 77. Two trees were
also planted for a firefighter
and a police officer.
“It is not that America was
blindsided and fell to her
knees on 9/11, but that she

and we stood back up stronger and
more resilient,” First-In Fire
Foundation
president
Lyn
MacEwen Cohen said.“As we join
resolutely, our hearts and our hands
in strength, in kindness, in love for
one another and in love for our
county, we quietly remember.”
The First-In Fire Foundation provides support for local fire stations
by providing meals and necessities.
Visit firstinfirefoundation.org.
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Trailblazing, blacklisted Marsha Hunt
passes away at 104
By Rance collins
Marsha Hunt may not be a name
all movie fans are as familiar with
as some of her contemporaries,
including Humphrey Bogart,
Katharine Hepburn and Gene
Kelly. But like these megastars,
Hunt took a stand during the
Communist red scare in the late1940s and early-1950s. Unlike
these bigger names, she paid the
price for her stance and her career
was nearly ruined. On Sept. 7, Hunt
passed away at the age of 104.
Born in Chicago on Oct. 17,
1917, Hunt’s family later relocated
to New York, where she found
modeling work. This ultimately led
to a contract with Paramount
Pictures in 1935 when she was just
17 years old.
While Paramount terminated her
contract in 1938, Hunt continued to
find work in Hollywood. At one
point, she was a leading candidate
for the role of Melanie Hamilton in
“Gone with the Wind,” but she lost
out on that part to Olivia de
Havilland. She then signed a contract with MGM, and took on sup-

porting roles in movies like “Pride
and Prejudice” and “The Valley of
Decision.” She had the starring role
in the 1944 film “None Shall
Escape,” which is cited as the first
film to address the Holocaust.
“[The film] presaged the
Nuremberg trials in which she
played a woman previously romantically involved with a Nazi officer
until she realizes his true nature,”
said Richard Adkins, the co-producer and co-writer of the documentary film “Marsha Hunt’s
Sweet Adversity.”
Adkins went on to say that Hunt
wanted to be an actress, not a star.
“Marsha was always a different
kind of star. In describing her own
reaction to ‘stardom’ said her
response to her craft was a desire to
inhabit characters who were varied
and different, and not to be the kind
of movie star who played the same
role as a way to solidify an ‘image’
which then could be marketed
instead of acting skill,” Adkins
said.
Hunt became a board member of
the Screen Actors Guild in 1945. In
1947, Hunt and her husband,

screenwriter Robert Presnell, Jr.,
joined the Committee for the First
Amendment. This was in response
to the formation of the House
Committee
on
Unamerican
Activities, which sought to eliminate communist influences from
the country. Film industry professionals were targeted, with the
committee singling out individuals
who had been members of or had
associations with Communist party
groups. Some accused were blacklisted by Hollywood. Oscar-nominated actor John Garfield died not
long after he refused to “name
names” to the committee and his
career was kneecapped.
Hunt and Presnell participated in
a
star-studded
protest
on
Washington, D.C., alongside luminaries like John Huston and Lauren
Bacall, and joined a radio program
called “Hollywood Fights Back.”
She was named in the antiCommunist publication “Red
Channels” in June 1950 as a potential Communist or Communist
sympathizer. Just three months
prior, she had graced the cover of
LIFE Magazine, her career seem-

O’Farrell, community leaders present
$2.25 million to Bresee Foundation
In a celebration featuring mariachis, local food, and hundreds of
Angelenos, Councilman Mitch
O’Farrell (13th District) on Sept. 7
joined civic leaders and community
partners to present the Bresee
Foundation with a landmark $2.25
million funding allocation that will
be invested in the non-profit’s comprehensive programming, which
aims to empower and transform the
lives of youth and families living in
poverty in central Los Angeles. The

funding is part of the $150 million
originally allocated for LAPD that
was re-distributed in the summer of
2020 to invest in underserved communities across Los Angeles.
“The work we began in 2020 to
more thoughtfully and equitably
distribute resources in Los Angeles
is now coming to fruition,”
O’Farrell said. “This investment
represents our commitment to
ensure that thousands of underserved Angelenos, especially our

youth, have the support they need
to lead long, productive, fulfilling
lives that in turn benefit all of society. We care about you and we
believe in you, because we believe
in this great city, its amazing potential and your place in it.”
“When we invest in young people with skills, resources and relationships, they thrive,” said Seth
Eklund, executive director, Bresee.
“This incredible investment will
allow Bresee to serve thousands of

The city of West Hollywood is
accepting applications for its inaugural Drag Laureate Program.
Applications should be submitted
no later than 6 p.m. on Friday, Sept.
30. Application requirements and
submission information is available
on the city’s website.
The Drag Laureate is an honorary position for the city of West
Hollywood and will be a champion
for drag arts and culture. They will
serve as the official ambassador of
West Hollywood’s LGBTQ community and nightlife by supporting
local businesses and promoting arts
and culture in West Hollywood.
The inaugural West Hollywood
Drag Laureate will serve for a term
of two years, beginning November
2022 and ending October 2024 and
will receive a $5000 honorarium
each year.
They will work with city of West
Hollywood staff to carry out the
Drag Laureate duties, including:
attending and participating in six
West Hollywood business grand
openings/ribbon cuttings and/or
West Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce mixers or events to support local West Hollywood businesses; provide a drag performance
at three city events; organize one
yearly event in conjunction with
city staff to promote drag culture,
such as a panel discussion or performance workshop.
The event during the second year

will occur toward the end of the Drag
Laureate’s term and will focus on
and showcase the Drag Laureate’s
work over the prior two years and
how they have engaged, empowered,
communicated and educated the
community about drag culture and
how the Drag Laureate has supported the business community.
The Drag Laureate will also have
the opportunity to participate in a
documentary to be produced by the
city which will feature a glimpse
into a day-in-the-life of a drag performer and will showcase the Drag
Laureate’s
work
in
West
Hollywood.
The West Hollywood Chamber
of Commerce will partner with the
city on the Drag Laureate program.
Specifically, the West Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce has created
a new entertainer membership level
specifically for unrepresented solo
artists. The Drag Laureate will
receive a complimentary chamber
membership which will provide
them access to member resources
and benefits, connections to bookings, opportunities to develop professional relationships with other
businesses, support and fellowship
from the greater business community, promotion and visibility
throughout the West Hollywood
business community, and marketing and promotion platforms and
opportunities.
Additionally, through the West

Hollywood
Small
Business
Foundation the Drag Laureate will
have access to resources, information and direct training related to
building a business and marketing
plans, creating budgets, setting up a
business, promotion, brand protection, understanding contractual
agreements and social media/website design.
Only drag artists with a significant connection to the city of West
Hollywood will be considered,
such as: lives and/or works in the
city, has volunteered on a regular
basis for community programs that
deliver services in the city and/or
has organized or participated in
events that were co-sponsored by
and/or took place in the city of West
Hollywood.
Refer to www.weho.org/streets
to confirm that the residence
address, work address and/or the
activities being presented for qualification are in the city of West
Hollywood. Current city of West
Hollywood appointed officials,
elected officials and city employees
are not eligible to apply for the
Drag Laureate position.
For information about the Drag
Laureate program, contact the city
of West Hollywood’s Business
Development
Division,
at
(323)848-6856
or
at
business@weho.org. For people
who are Deaf or hard of hearing,
call TTY (323)848-6496.

Drag Laureate program to debut in WeHo

ingly on the rise. After the publication, her career largely came to a
halt. She also lost her place on the
SAG board.
She found work in television, but
her thriving film career never
reached its previous heights.
“Instead of cooperating with
those seeking to increase their own
influence – and incomes – Marsha
took as many acting jobs as she
could while also using her celebrity
to campaign for care for refugees,
and the [United Nations] and later
for homelessness and hunger,”
Adkins said.
Hunt concentrated her energies
on humanitarian causes, serving
with organizations like UNICEF.
She was on the board of directors
for the San Fernando Valley
Community Mental Health Center
and raised funds for a daycare shelter for homeless children. Sherman
Oaks named her the city’s honorary
mayor in 1983.
Adkins said it is Hunt’s philanthropy that will be best remembered.
“Marsha’s legacy is that of one of
the first celebrities who expanded
the role of celebrities as spokespersons for causes. Prior to Marsha,
stars, like Carole Lombard, were
employed to sell war bonds and to
encourage the acceptance of the
payment of income tax. Marsha
expanded this practice of influence
Angelenos, transforming lives in
the process. We are grateful to
Councilmember O’Farrell and the
city of Los Angeles for partnering
with us to make a positive impact
on so many people.”
Bresee, now in its 40th year,
works to battle poverty by empowering youth and families in Los
Angeles with a comprehensive and
diverse slate of resources and services including: after-school education, social services, mental health
counseling, gang prevention, job
training, English as a Second
Language, food distribution and
housing resources. Bresee also
operates as an official Family
Source Center in partnership with
the city of Los Angeles.
Each year, Bresee serves 2500
adults, 900 middle and high school

photo courtesy of SAG-AFTRA

Marsha Hunt (1917-2022)

into
international care for war refugees,
world hunger and more,” Adkins
said.
“My life has been a great ride
with more than its share of high
points,” Hunt once said. “Even the
lower points taught me and led me
to higher ones. In my teen years, I
thought I was born to act, but when
my acting career was interrupted, I
discovered a wonderful world of
challenges, which became opportunities, opening up my life far
beyond acting. I am very grateful
for all the good fortune I have been
given in my blessed life.”

photo courtesy of the Office of Mitch O’Farrell

Councilman Mitch O’Farrell (13th
District) helped secure funding for
the Bresee Foundation.

students, and 100 at-risk youth in
central Los Angeles, an area that is
home to 44,000 people per square
mile, the densest community west
of the Mississippi.

11 September 15, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Sept. 4 and Sept. 10. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 9000 block of Wilshire at
5:30 p.m.

Sept. 4

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 200
block of Almont.

At 3:26 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Santa Monica
and Rexford.

Sept. 5
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 500 block of
Foothill at 8 a.m.
At noon, an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Canon and Santa
Monica.
A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Hillcrest and Elevado at 5:28
p.m.
At 7:08 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 9100
block of Beverly.

Sept. 6
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 200 block of S.
Beverly at 3:45 p.m.
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 200 block of S. Rexford.

Sept. 7
At noon, an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked near the
corner of Almont and Clifton.

Sept. 8
An unknown suspect committed a
theft in the 8500 block of Olympic
at 1:35 a.m.
At 4:13 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 200
block of El Camino.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
N. Swall at 6 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 700 block of
Bedford at 8:20 p.m.
At 10:45 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Robertson and Charleville.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
Sept. 4
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 600 block of N.
Robertson at 12:30 a.m.
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 600
block of N. Robertson.
An unknown suspect committed a
theft in the 8800 block of Santa
Monica at 2:10 a.m.
At 5:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 700 block
of Doheny.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 8400 block of
Santa Monica at 8 a.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 600
block of N. Huntley.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7300 block of
Santa Monica at 5:10 p.m.
At 6 p.m., a suspect assaulted a
victim during a domestic violence
incident in the 1000 block of
Genesee.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 bock of
N. Huntley at 6 p.m.
At 10:35 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 8800
block of Santa Monica.

Sept. 9

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8900 block of
Santa Monica at midnight.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of N.
Canon at 2:27 a.m.

Sept. 5

At 4:02 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole auto parts in the 100 block of
S. Roxbury.

At 12:15 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 1000 block of
Sweetzer.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
Beverly at 7 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 900 block of
Larrabee at 1:15 a.m.

At 12:35 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
100 block of N. Arnaz.

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
N. Gale at 1 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
N. San Vicente at 6:40 a.m.

At 4 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 200 block of N.
Gale.

At 2:07 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8800
block of Santa Monica.

Sept. 10

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Hayworth
and Norton at 10:55 p.m.

At 2:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
700 block of Roxbury.

At 11:30 p.m., an unknown sus-

pect committed a grand theft in the
7800 block of Santa Monica.

stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Sixth and Cloverdale.

vehicle parked in the 5600 block of
Wilshire at 4 a.m.

Sept. 6

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
S. Detroit at 9:15 a.m.

At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
500 block of S. Western.

At 2:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
6800 block of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Las Palmas
and Santa Monica at 5:55 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of S.
Kilkea at 3:30 p.m.

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Oakwood and Stanley.

Sept. 7

At 7:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 200 block of
N. Beachwood.

An unknown suspect committed a
theft in the 1400 block of N.
Highland at 3:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 500 block of N.
San Vicente at 10:40 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7400 block of
Melrose at 8:30 p.m.

At 3:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6000
block of Sunset.

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8900 block
of Santa Monica.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Shrader and
Hollywood.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1500 block of N.
Orange Grove at 2:40 p.m.

At 8:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Hilcrest and Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7100 block of
Santa Monica at 4:35 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1200
block of N. Crescent Heights.

Sept. 8
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8800 block of Sunset
at 7:15 a.m.
At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 600
block of West Knoll.

Sept. 9
At 3:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1400
block of Havenhurst.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1200 block of N.
Curson at 10:01 a.m.
At 12:50 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 1100
block of N. La Cienega.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 7300 block of
Santa Monica at 1:38 p.m.

Sept. 10
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8900 block of Santa
Monica at 1:50 a.m.
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
600 block of N. Robertson.
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 1100 block of Poinsettia at
2:28 p.m.
At 4:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Santa Monica and Sweetzer.

Los Angeles Police
Department
Sept. 4
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 900 block of
Vine at 1 a.m.
At 1:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1700
block of N. Highland.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6300 block of
Yucca at 3:45 a.m.

Sept. 6
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Hawthorn and Orange.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6800 block of Leland at
12:01 a.m.
At 1:25 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6000 block
of Third.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of N.
Hayworth at 1:35 a.m.
At 3:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 600 block
of S. Gramercy.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5600 block of La
Mirada at 11 a.m.
At noon, an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 500
block of N. Sycamore.
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 1100 block of N. Highland at
12:45 p.m.
At 1:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 5800
block of Lexington.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7100 block of
Beverly ay 1:40 p.m.
At 5:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 600
block of S. La Brea.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 300 block of S.
Western at 8:40 p.m.
At 8:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
3800 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
N. La Cienega at 9 p.m.
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
6000 block of Third at 10:30 p.m.

At 4:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5800
block of Carlton.

At 10:45 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
800 block of Longwood.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Genesee
and Clinton at 3:50 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Beverly
and Fairfax at 10:50 p.m.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 6200
block of Hollywood.

Sept. 7

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Sycamore
and Clinton at 10:05 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
S. Gramercy at 1:15 p.m.

Sept. 5

At 3:23 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6200
block of Wilshire.

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect

An unknown suspect burglarized a

At 8:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
5300 bock of Wilshire.
A vehicle burglary was reported
near the corner of Selma and Vista
Del Mar at 10:30 p.m.
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft near
the corner of Fairfax and Sixth.
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Chica Tacos ‘Bring
Back 3rd Street’
campaign

S

tarting tomorrow, restaurants
and shops on 3rd street are
coming together to provide deals
for locals. Start at Chicas Tacos to
pick up the deals booklet and then
visit the venues throughout the
weekend. At Members Only, use a
ticket for a free one-time class. At
Bedhead PJs receive 30% off one
item, and at Ecco Un Poco your
ticket will give you one gelato in a
cup and a 10% discount on pints.
Credo is offering a $10 coupon,
and Seoul Mates is giving away a
free bulgogi taco or fries with an
order of $29 or more. At Melanie
Wine Bar redeem for 50% off a
dine-in check and at SIR Salon
receive a free drink and $5 off a
haircut. These deals can be used
from Sept. 16 to Sept. 18, starting

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

at noon to 6 p.m. Get your booklet
at Chicas Tacos. 8312 W. 3rd St.,
(424)372-8226.

Cafe Gratitude 10th
anniversary

C

elebrate 10 years of Café
Gratitude on Rose Avenue with
a fun-filled anniversary event hosted by Jason Mraz on Sunday, Sept.
18, starting at 12 p.m. Pop-ups
include Nomadica, Juneshine,
Groundwork, Stretchlab, along with
a photo-booth, raffle prizes and
tacos available for purchase from
Gracias Madre’s taco cart. There
will be an early-evening DJ “afterparty” at the bar where the new
wine, beverage program and Happy
Hour menu items will be unveiled.
These new menus will be launched
across all the Café Gratitude on
Sept. 20. The new Happy Hour
menu features $8 wines by the glass

sizzle

and $7 to $10 chef driven such as
warm almond burrata, Korean
pulled mushroom sliders and
loaded nacho fries. They are available on weekdays from 4-6 p.m.
Tickets to the Venice location
anniversary event can be purchased
on Eventbrite for $15. Each ticket
includes event access, live music
and vendor samplings. Guests can
purchase a ticket at the door as
space permits. 512 Rose Ave.,
(424)231-8000.

Gracias Madre
Guacamole Day

E

levate Guacamole Day Sept.
16 by celebrating at West
Hollywood’s plant-based restaurant Gracias Madre with a summer
avocado slushie. Master mixologist Maxwell Reis slushie will help
guests cool down from the heat
wave. It’s a swirl of honeydew,
avocado, Hoja Santa, lime, orange
liqueur and Cupreata Mezcal. Pair
with Gracias Madre’s guacamole
and chips made with avocado,
jalapeño, red onion, cilantro and
lime. 8905 Melrose Ave.,
(323)978-2170.

photo courtesy of Messhall

Throughout the month of September, Messhall is offering its popular
Mess Burger with fries.

Messhall celebrates its 10th anniversary

O

n Sunday, Sept. 18, Messhall
will host an anniversary
party from 5-8 p.m., complete
with free BBQ plates, cocktail
specials, games and music from
DJ Billy Badlove. The event is
free to enter and is kid and dog
friendly. Throughout the month

of September, Messhall is offering its popular Mess Burger with
fries for $10. It’s been on the
menu since the restaurant
opened and is available at this
price on weekdays from 12-3
p.m. 4500 Los Feliz Blvd.,
(323)660-6377.

in LOVE with
our pancakes!

Marinated Korean-Style
Short Ribs
Griddle
at home!
Pancake Batter
32 oz. - $12.98
16 oz. - $10.98
+ melted butter
& syrup

NEW!

Flintones Fruity Pebbs
Strawbry Stacks

Jazz up a Full Stack of our pancakes with your favorite topping!
Indoor & Patio Dining • Take-out • Delivery

6333 W. Third St. 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned in the
Original Farmers Market for 80 Years

Now Open Mon.-Thurs. 6:30am -7:30pm
Fri. Sat. & Sun. Open til 8:30pm

In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447
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Social Hour at
Jean-Georges

S
Cat and Fiddle
honor the Queen

F

amily owned since 1982, weekends moving forward will now
honor Queen Elizabeth with a special Afternoon Tea from 12-4 p.m.
The Cat & Fiddle also serves
British staples such as fish and
chips, bangers and mash, beef
Wellington, homemade savory pies
and a traditional Sunday roast.
Enjoy with craft, imported and
domestic beers, wines and fresh
signature cocktails with ingredients
often from the Gardners’ garden.
Reservations are required, preorder is available for takeaway. thecatandfiddle.com. 742 N. Highland
Ave., (323)468-3800.

tep inside the Waldorf Astoria
Beverly Hills Jean-Georges Bar
for a new Social Hour menu on
Tuesday to Saturday between 5:307 p.m. Try new small bites, such as
red snapper ceviche with watermelon, avocado and cucumber or
corn and Thai potstickers with soylime and ginger sauce for $17 with
one of the $15 seasonal cocktail
specials such as a cucumber martini; ginger margarita or gin base
drink with watermelon, celery and
cilantro. 9850 Wilshire Blvd.,
(310)860-6700.

JOYO sparkling
teas at Erewhon

N

ew York Times-bestselling
author and podcast host Jay
Shetty has launched JOYO, a new
line of adaptogenic sparkling teas.
The healthy beverage caters to the
modern, grab-and-go lifestyle. The
teas are available in five purposeful
blends including unsweetened
black tea, raspberry black tea, black

ROAST
Free Range Air-Chilled
Whole Chicken
$2.98 /lb

With this ad only through 9/21/2022

6333 W. Third St. 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned in the
Original Farmers Market for 80 Years

tea with lemon, peach black tea and
tropical green tea. Each tea is crafted with ayurvedic ingredients and a
proprietary blend of five expertly
sourced adaptogens to provide consumers with delicious and nourishing iced teas. JOYO teas are currently available for $4.49 a can. 339
N. Beverly Drive, (424)313-1962.
7660 Beverly Blvd., (323)9370777.

Poolside Cinema at
Mr. C Beverly Hills

S

oak in the glamour of Beverly
Hills with an Italian flair at Mr.
C Cinema Night on Wednesday,
Sept. 21 at 7 p.m. The featured film
“House of Gucci” can be enjoyed
with food and drinks, including a
cocktail from Whistlepig Whiskey.
For $65 per person, receive a ticket
to the movie, popcorn and candy
box, plus a choice of dinner selection from the menu and a cocktail,
glass of beer, wine or any non-alcoholic beverages. Reservations can
be made on Resy. 1224 Beverwil
Drive, (310)277-2800.
See page 14

photo by Jim Sullivan

Birdie G’s Rosh Hashanah menu will include matzo ball soup.

Birdie G’s Rosh Hashanah menu

F

or a modern and playful twist
on holiday classics, Chef
Jeremy Fox and Chef de Cuisine
Matthew Schaler are cooking up
whole roasted chickens with black
lime and fenugreek, plus corned
beef tri-tip with smoked tomato
remoulade. They are making their
matzo ball soup, Southern kugel

and an apple-sunchoke cake with
hazelnut and caramel sauce. Be
sure to pick up some of their
kosher wines. Call your order
between 2-6 p.m. or order online
via Tock by Sept. 20 for Rosh
Hashanah and by Sept. 30 for Yom
Kippur. 2421 Michigan Ave.,
(310)310-3616.
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berrycafe.com 1014
Blvd., (310)451-2311.

Wilshire

National Guacamole
Day at Encanto

L
Yom Kippur
Huckleberry Cafe

E

njoy farmers’ market-driven
traditional dishes for Yom
Kippur. Break the fast with a vegetable quiche, coconut macaroons
and Scottish salmon lox platter. For
Rosh Hashanah order Mary’s
organic roasted chicken with
organic couscous, lemon and herb
butter, roasted organic carrots with
honey-date butter and Milo +
Olive’s round braided challah. For
dessert they are making an apple
honey crème fraîche tart.
Everything is available for pickup
and delivery, Order online before
Sept. 20 for Rosh Hashanah and by
Sept. 29 for Yom Kippur. huckle-

os Feliz’s new Encanto
Restaurant and Bar is offering
a starter platter tomorrow to celebrate National Guacamole Day.
This shared platter has chips, guacamole made with Hass avocados,
onions, herbs and house fermented
molcajete salsa for $15. Other
Encantos dishes include the signature pork cheek, braised beef or
rajas on queso tacos. 2121
Hillhurst Ave., (323)741-0140.

Nick & Stef’s open
for lunch

A

light or hearty lunch that
includes a choice of salads,
sandwiches, burgers and steaks is
available
every
Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday at Nick
& Stef’s in downtown LA. Their
signature craft cocktails are back
during lunch hour too. 330 S. Hope
St. (213)680-0330.

Casa Vega gives
back

D

uring Hispanic Heritage
Month Sept. 15-Oct. 15, family-owned, James Beard-awarded
Casa Vega is giving a portion of
proceeds back to No Us Without
You. The non-profit charity seeks
to provide food security to
undocumented back-of-house
staff and their families. The
restaurant is partnering up with
former Los Angeles Dodger and
Mexican American MLB star
Adrián ‘el Titan’ González on a
limited run of Michelada. The
“El Titán” is a dark style
Michelada made without tomato
juice. There is a splash of Tapatío
hot
sauce,
salsa
Negra,
Worcestershire, Maggi seasoning
sauce, lime juice and pour of
Calidad cerveza for $10.50.
Enjoy this specialty beverage
both in-house and to go throughout Hispanic Heritage Month.
Menu items include chicharrons
con guacamole and chicken mole
tacos with a side of elote, available in house and to go. Other
events include the family fun

photo courtesy of Casa Vega

Enjoy family fun for Mexican Independence Day at Casa Vega on
Sept. 16.

Mexican Independence Day fiesta on Sept. 16 with Chiclets gum,
sombreros, flower crowns a la
Frida Kahlo and live mariachi
from Mariachi Zapopan. Bottles
of the famous house margaritas
are available to go with the purchase of food and flavors include
the Classic CV Margarita, a
Rafael Vega’s classic and award-

winning recipe for $13.50. They
also make a Guava Margarita
with JAJA Blanco, guava nectar,
fresh lime juice, agave and mint
for $14.95. The spicy Margarita
is the classic house margarita
with added jalapeño elixir and
chile spice for $14.95. 13301
Ventura Blvd., Sherman Oaks,
(818)788-4868.

El Granjero offers Loteria Taco Tuesday

Los Angeles’ most colorful
Mexican cantina, El Granjero
Cantino, is offering Loteria Taco
Tuesday on specially selected
Tuesday
evenings
through
November 2022. Guests can come
play Loteria from 6-8 p.m. while
enjoying special $10 taco and baby
nacho specials, taco Tuesday special, handcrafted and frozen margaritas, carafes of margaritas and prizes.
Loteria Taco will occur on Sept.
27, Oct. 4 and 18, and Nov. 8 and 22.
Visitors can grab their sombreros
while playing a lively game of
Loteria, a traditional game of chance,
like bingo, but uses beans and
images on cards rather than numbered ping pong balls. Guests can
enjoy executive chef Jenni Sklar’s

modern Mexican specials featuring
her chicken dorado tacos ($10) with
salsa verde, sour cream and cotija
cheese, avocado tacos ($10) made
with chipotle aioli, marinated kale,
corn salsa, and pickled red onion,
carnitas tacos ($10) served with
braised pork, guacamole, cheese and
pickled red onions, baby nachos
made with Guajillo cheese sauce,
shredded cheese, black olives, pickled red onions, salsa verde, pico de
gallo and sour cream, and guests can
add their choice of protein including
pork carnitas, soyrizo or tomatillo
chicken ($5), braised beef ($6.50) or
steak ($10) with an additional side of
guacamole ($4). Sklar is also offering up a taco Tuesday special ($25)
featuring one taco plate with a choice

Enjoy sake and cinema at
JAPAN HOUSE Los Angeles

JAPAN HOUSE Los Angeles,
Hollywood’s Japanese cultural destination, will host the opening event
of Japan Film Festival Los Angeles
2022: “The Master of Sake
Brewers” movie premiere and sake
tasting on Sept. 16 at 5:30 p.m.
This moving family drama takes
the viewer on a journey through
the world of sake, illustrating how
the spirit of Japanese master
craftsmanship is passed down

through generations. The exclusive U.S. premiere of the new
movie will be followed by a light
Japanese bento dinner, paired with
sake by TIPPSY. To round out the
evening, there will be a sake tasting and goodie bag giveaways
much more!
JAPAN HOUSE Los Angeles is
located at 6801 Hollywood
Boulevard. For more information
call (917)359-6799.

photo courtesy of JAPAN HOUSE Los Angeles

Learn about the art of sake making at JAPAN HOUSE Los Angeles.

of chicken, carnitas or avocado tacos
and one classic or skinny margarita.
El Granjero Cantina keeps the
party going by offering up frozen
margaritas and frozen mojito’s ($10)
and EGC margaritas by the Carafe
including classic, skinny or watermelon margaritas ($44), cadillac
margaritas ($50) or fresh mango
margaritas ($54) to share with the
entire table.
For information about El Granjero
Cantina’s Loteria Taco Tuesday or to
make reservations, call (323)8799324 or visit cantinala.com.

photo courtesy of El Granjero

Guests to El Granjero can enjoy taco Tuesday while playing a lively
game of Loteria.
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Honoring the queen at Tam O’Shanter

In honor of Queen Elizabeth, my
friends and I went to a celebratory
lunch at the Tam O’Shanter to mark
her passing at age 96.
The legendary steakhouse and a
Scottish pub is one of the most
charming Tudor-style buildings in
Los Angeles. It’s been in our city
since before Queen Elizabeth was
born, now celebrating its 100th
anniversary, and is one of the oldest
restaurants in L.A. that is operated
by the same family in the same
location.
The bright red London-style
phone booth near the entrance
oozes with charm. An extensive
collection of Scottish items decorates the interior walls, along with
charming stained glass windows.
The friendly host led us into the
dining room to the “Disney table.”
A brass plaque on the table was
etched with, “This was a favorite
spot of Disney and his imagineers.”
In the 1920s, Lawrence Frank
and his brother-in-law Walter Van
de Kamp collaborated to start a few
businesses together. Since Frank
was friends with Walt Disney, he
asked Disney and Hollywood art
director Harry Oliver to help design
the look and feel of the restaurant.
Disney lived nearby in Los Feliz,
and Tam O’Shanter became one of
his go-to favorite restaurants.
We started our Tam O’Shanter
adventure with one of the items in
the Odds & Sods section on the
menu, a Scotch Rarebit. This
authentic Scottish recipe, similar to
a cheese fondue, combines melted
sharp cheddar cheese mixed with
Belhaven Scottish ale and a generous (almost too generous) dash of
cayenne pepper. We cut the two
thick slices of toasted sourdough
bread in half to dip into the luscious, creamy and comforting dip.
Other traditional fare that the
queen might have enjoyed eating
during her reign includes Toad In
The Hole made with diced filet of
beef, chopped carrots and onions, a
little kale and some Guinness

gravy. It’s served with a side salad.
Heartier fare includes platters of
brisket, roast turkey, corned beef or
pork roast that are served with
mashed potatoes and creamed corn
or creamed spinach.
One of my friends ordered the
Atwater Wedge, which is served on
a long plate with sliced heads of
romaine lettuce topped with crispy
crumbled bacon, cut sweet cherry
tomatoes and a handful of blue
cheese crumbles.
I debated between the summer
melon salad with compressed
melon, ricotta salata and a lime
dressing or a turkey Cobb. I chose
the latter and was delighted that the
large bowl was filled with chopped
crisp romaine lettuce and just the
right amount of blue cheese, plus
cubes of roasted turkey, slices of
hard-boiled egg, crumbled crisp
bacon, slices of avocado and a
house vinaigrette dressing. We
asked for a side of Yorkshire pudding the Tam makes theirs with
beef drippings. I liked how it was a
little crisp on the outside, yet warm,
softer and airy inside.
My other friend ordered the
California-cut of Lawry’s famous
prime rib. It’s a smaller portion that
is ideal for lighter appetites during
lunch. Sliced thin, my friend said
the beef was very tender and flavorful and enhanced it with the side of
fresh, creamy horseradish for a
kick. She also had mashed potatoes
and gravy, creamed spinach and
Yorkshire pudding.
At the end of our meal, our server
brought out an ethereal strawberry
trifle with a lit candle on top. It was
the perfect ending to toast to the
queen.
The pub has at least 650 whiskies
and a specialty cocktail to celebrate
their 100th anniversary. It has created “The Royal Archer” made with
Tam O’Shanter Benromach single
cask Scotch, Monkey 47 Black
Forest gin, Cocchi Americano,
Lillet rosé , bianco vermouth, black
lime, house-made macadamia nut

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage
Month at the Farmers Market
The Original Farmers Market,
corner of Third and Fairfax, is
observing Hispanic Heritage
Month in September with a celebration of the rich culture and traditions of the countries of Central
and South America. Visitors can
experience the delicious foods
each country has to offer.
The Farmers Market has a long
history of bringing together vendors from diverse backgrounds,
creating a melting pot of flavors in
a centralized location. During
Hispanic Heritage Month, the
Farmers Market is highlighting the

food and ownership of Nonna’s
Empanadas (Argentina), The Salad
Bar (Mexico), Du-par’s Restaurant
(Honduras and Mexico), Rick’s
Produce (Mexico), Farm Fresh
Produce (Mexico), Coffee Corner
(El Salvador), Trejo’s Tacos
(Mexico and El Salvador), Pampas
Grill (Brazilian owner, Peruvianinspired cuisine) and El Granjero
Cantina (Mexican-inspired cuisine).
The Original Farmers Market is
located at 6333 W. Third St. For
information, visit farmersmarketla.com.

By Jill Weinlein
and Tahitian vanilla bean bitters.
It’s served in a Nick and Nora crystal glass etched with “Tam 100!”
for imbibers to take home for $100.
Now through Sept. 23, steak
lovers can enjoy a special threecourse menu for $62 a person. Start
with a classic Caesar or Atwater
Wedge salad, before selecting an
entrée. One is a certified Angus beef
roasted prime rib of beef with Idaho
mashed potatoes, one Yorkshire
pudding and a choice of creamed
spinach or creamed corn. The other
is a six-ounce pan-roasted filet
mignon served with rustic ratatouille and crushed fingerling potatoes. Finish with C.C. Brown’s hot
fudge sundae or an English trifle.
In the 1930s, Tam O’Shanter was
one of the first restaurants in Los
Angeles to have carhops, and on
Sept. 23 the premier all-female
Derby Dolls will entertain diners on
their roller skates delivering food to
cars. The festivities include bar service, music, a DJ and giveaways. A
special menu includes sandwiches,
salads and sides, prime rib and fish
n’ chips. The Derby Dolls will
deliver the orders on skates to each
car or guests can grab a table in the
parking lot to enjoy their meal. To
incorporate the Derby Dolls vibe,
there will be temporary tattoos and
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Healthier fare includes an array of salads at Tam O’Shanter.

a chance to get your very own
derby name from the Derby Dolls.
A satellite bar in the parking lot will
serve a specialty cocktail for $15
each with a portion of the proceeds
benefiting the Derby Dolls organization. It’s a light Irish whiskey
with a house-made mint syrup with
sweet summer stone fruit, plus bitter herbal Italian Amaro to create “a

different kind of Derby.” Reserve
your 5:30-7:30 p.m., carhop spot
for $25, and the deposit amount will
be used as a credit on your food
order. Space is limited and reservations
are
required.
lawry
sonline.com/tam-o-shanter/happenings/derby-dolls-car-hop. $$-$$$
2980 Los Feliz Blvd., (323)6640228.

16 September 15, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Find your next delightful binge
with ‘Abbott Elementary’
Did you catch the Emmys last
Sunday? If not, one speech stole the
show. When Sheryl Lee Ralph took
the stage to accept the award for
supporting role in comedy series
“Abbott Elementary,” she channeled her 65-year career into the
most inspiring speech.
“Abbott,” which airs on ABC
and streams on Hulu and HBO
Max, also made headlines for best
casting, and another odd moment
too. When Quinta Brunson, creator and lead star, accepted her
award for pilot writing, Jimmy
Kimmel apparently pulled a weird
stunt.

So a high and low. That’s rather
fitting for a wonderful mockumentary that’s inspiring amidst frustration. And the cast truly is fire. May
the recent Emmys coverage coax
more folks to experience this splendid single-cam sitcom.
Now is a perfect time for a sitcom about teachers. Considering all
the fascist hoopla in states like
Florida and Texas, “Abbott
Elementary” serves as a pressing
reminder that molding young
minds without resources and proper
pay should be commended.
Mind you, this ABC single-cam
series doesn’t delve too deep into
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Barbara (Sheryl Lee Ralph), Jacob (Chris Perfetti) and Janine (Quinta
Brunson) navigate the challenges of running an inner-city school in
“Abbott Elementary.”

such things. Instead, it focuses on
the teachers’ many struggles.
They’re so hard up that a documentary crew decides to chronicle what
making do looks like at an innercity elementary school in
Philadelphia.
Despite the mostly financial
obstacles, Janine (Brunson) still
looks to hope. She’s new, one of the
only teachers to stick around after
the first year. She might act nothing
like “Parks and Recreation’s”
Leslie Knope, but she rocks the
same energy. She wants everyone to
commit as deeply as her. She’s quite
good at her job.
And she often oversteps because
she doesn’t see how anyone could
think differently than her – the
whole can be a strength and a weakness. Janine especially latches onto
veteran kindergarten teacher
Barbara (Ralph), desperate for a
mentor. Barb runs a tight ship, successfully tearing the same way for
years. Perhaps new class technologies become an obstacle. Who’s to
say?
Next on the roster is Melissa
Schemmenti (Lisa Ann Walter). She
might work with second graders,
but she sure has plenty of shady
acquaintances in South Philly –
maybe herself included. Long-term
sub Gregory Eddie (Tyler James
Williams from “Everybody Hates
Chris”) arrives unclear how long
he’ll stick around. He’d rather run a
school than a classroom, but cir-
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Quinta Brunson shines as Janine in the hit series “Abbott Elementary.”

cumstance and bad luck prevent his
attempts.
Perhaps the funniest character,
however, is the inept higher-up
with the job. Principal Ava
Coleman (Janelle James) seems to
care more about her social media
presence than what kids need, but
her vanity and indifference play
incredibly well on screen. And
finally, there’s history teach Jacob
Hill (Chris Perfetti), the sole white
guy who just doesn’t know when to
speak and what to say.
The casting is remarkable, especially as the episodes progress, presenting each memorable character
in new ways. The mockumentary
formula lends itself well to this, for
some reason. Previous conceived
notions upend every couple of
episodes.
But unlike other mockumentary
series, “Abbott Elementary” is far
less cruel. Consider it a kindred

74th Emmy Awards presented Wallis honors the Azoffs
The Television Academy celebrated the 74th Emmy Awards,
recognizing excellence in television programming and individual
achievement for the 2021-2022
television season.
A complete list of this year’s
Emmy Award winners, as compiled by the independent accounting firm of Ernst & Young LLP,
can be found at emmys.com.
Among the big winners for the
night were “Ted Lasso,” “The
White Lotus, “Succession,”
“Squid Game,” “Hacks” and
“Abbott Elementary.”
The 74th Emmy Awards was
broadcast live from the Microsoft
Theater in downtown Los Angeles
on the NBC Television Network,
hosted by Kenan Thompson and
produced by Done+Dusted and
Hudlin Entertainment. The telecast featured awards in 25 Emmy
categories, plus the Governors
Award, presented by top talent
from some of television’s most
acclaimed programs.
Presenters and surprise guests
included Amy Poehler, Angela
Bassett, Anthony Anderson,

Ariana DeBose, B.J. Novak,
Bowen Yang, Chris O’Donnell,
Christopher Meloni, Jean Smart,
Jimmy Kimmel, Juliette Lewis,
Kelly
Clarkson,
Kerry
Washington, Kumail Nanjiani,
Lizzo, Mariska Hargitay, Martin
Short, Mindy Kaling, Molly
Shannon, Pete Davidson, Regina
Hall, Rosario Dawson, RuPaul
Charles, Sarah Paulson, Selena
Gomez, Selma Blair, Seth Meyers,
Shemar Moore, Shonda Rhimes,
Sofía Vergara, Steve Martin,
Vanessa Bayer and Will Arnett.
EGOT-winner John Legend
performed “Pieces” off his new
album LEGEND for the “in
memoriam” segment of the show.
Also, GRAMMY Award-winning
artist Zedd DJ’d for the evening
and comedian Sam Jay acted as
the announcer.
Additionally, Emmys were
awarded in 93 other categories at
the Creative Arts Emmy Awards
during two ceremonies on Sept. 34. An edited presentation of the
Creative Arts ceremonies can be
seen streaming on Hulu through
Sept. 27.

The Wallis will honor one of Los
Angeles’ most extraordinary couples:
entertainment industry icons and restauranteurs Shelli and Irving Azoff. The
event will take place Sept. 21 at 5 p.m.
These remarkable arts leaders
will be guests of honor at a night
like no other, from a fun and fabulous dinner to a rocking outdoor
concert featuring all-star surprise

musical guests. Proceeds from the
event will support The Wallis’ artistic, education and outreach programs, and help enable the organization to provide free and low-cost
offerings to the community.
‘We are delighted to be co-chairing The Wallis Delivers: An
Evening with Shelli and Irving
Azoff.’ This highly-anticipated

spirit up there with “Ted Lasso.”
Bad things might happen everywhere, but this school is a family
unwilling to let burnout and administrative gross negligence steer
them away from their joint calling.
Perhaps one of the most shocking wins here involves breakout
performances with performers
under 10. From a bad reader with
great dance moves to an 8-year-old
conducting psychological warfare,
those kids help the series stand out
as well.
Who knows how or why, but
comedy is a tough sell of late. But
“Abbott Elementary” is a refreshing reminder that good stories
brimming with heart still exist and
earn their due accolades. The first
season’s 13 episodes are rich, consistent, charming. There’s no reason to believe the next season,
which starts on Wednesday, will be
any less delightful.
event is a special opportunity to
honor Shelli and Irving, remarkable
individuals whose spirits infuse
everything they do, while also supporting The Wallis’ community mission. We warmly invite each of you
to join us for what promises to be the
night of a lifetime,” said The Wallis
co-chairs Cathy and Mark
Louchheim and Susan and Peter E.
Strauss.
For information, thewallis.org/
azoff. The Wallis is located at 9390
N. Santa Monica Blvd

Bogie’s Liquor
IT’S TIME
FOR
DODGER
BASEBALL!
Pick up your favorite 12-pack
& watch the boys in blue!
Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs
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Sheryl Lee Ralph won Best Supporting Actress in a Comedy Series for
her work on “Abbott Elementary.”

5753 Melrose Ave.
Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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Greenway announces 25th season, producing director

Greenway
Arts
Alliance
announced on Sept. 12 its 25th
anniversary season at Greenway
Court Theatre, along with the
appointment of Mohammed Ali
Ojarigi as producing director.
The multi-award-winning theater
company’s season will present the
critically acclaimed “WET: A
DACAmented Journey,” written
and performed by Alex Alpharaoh
and directed by Daphnie Sicre in
October, followed by a Greenway
Arts Alliance Resident Theatre
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Mohammed Ali Ojarigi is the new
producing director at Greenway
Arts Alliance.

Company co-production in January
2023 and concluding with the 7th
Annual “L.A. Get Down Festival,
A Celebration of Hip Hop and
Spoken Word,” in conjunction with
National Poetry Month in April
2023. Festival co-directors are
Shihan Van Clief and Arianna
Basco.
“Pierson and I are incredibly
humbled and thrilled to be celebrating Greenway’s 25th anniversary
season,” said Whitney Weston,
Greenway Arts Alliance co-founder
and co-artistic director. “We are
committed to continuing our focus
on representing the voices of all
Los Angeles. Our city is a great
melting pot of exciting and diverse
artists and Greenway’s doors are
always open to provide a platform
for theater professionals to tell their
enriching, relevant and impactful
stories that align with what is currently happening in our city.”
“In addition to celebrating our
25th anniversary season, we are
also thrilled to have Mohammed
Ali Ojarigi join the Greenway family. Mohammed embodies the
Greenway mission of creating a
welcoming and safe space for
artists, especially the unheard voices of Los Angeles. Community
building is in his DNA,” Pierson
Blaetz, Greenway Arts Alliance cofounder and co-artistic director
said.
“I am delighted to join cofounders Whitney Weston and
Pierson Blaetz and the very talented

Greenway Arts Alliance staff,”
Ojarigi said. “As producing director
of Greenway Court Theatre, my
mission is to promote innovative
and artistic collaboration across all
spectrums of the arts, while working with high school students, community artists and professionals of
diverse backgrounds. And to make
Greenway Court Theatre a vital hub
of excellence, which celebrates
diversity and communities that are
historically underrepresented.”
Ojarigi was born in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. He received his bachelor’s degree in theater arts from
UNLV. He is the founder/artistic
director of the former Moments
Playhouse Theater in East Los
Angeles. A highly requested acting
coach, Ojarigi has helped introduce
some of Hollywood’s top rising
stars through his academy, BizB4
Show. Ojarigi is an award-winning
actor/playwright for his theater
works that include “Greenwood
1964” a fictional reenactment of a
trip made by Sidney Poitier and
Harry Belafonte, which was commissioned by the prestigious
Guthrie Theatre in May 2021. Also,
for his 2012 NAACP Theater
Award play, now short film, “Your
Land,” available on Amazon Prime.
Greenway’s 25th anniversary
season memberships and single
tickets for “WET: A DACAmented
Journey” are now available at
greenwaycourttheatre.org.
The
Greenway Court Theatre is located
at 544 N. Fairfax Ave.

Sacheen Littlefeather returns to Academy

On Sept. 17 at 5 p.m., the
Academy Museum will host “An
Evening
with
Sacheen
Littlefeather,” a special program of
conversation, healing and celebration that will reflect on the historic
1973 Academy Awards ceremony

during which Sacheen Littlefeather
(Apache/Yaqui/AZ)
declined
Marlon Brando’s Academy Award
at his request.
The event, programmed by
Littlefeather and produced by
Academy Museum vice president
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Sacheen Littlefeather appeared at the 1973 Academy Awards on behalf
of Marlon Brando to refuse his Oscar for “The Godfather.”

of education and public engagement Amy Homma, is part of the
museum’s ongoing dedication to
create programs and exhibitions in
partnership with film artists and
communities that illuminate the
entertainment industry’s past and
pave the way for meaningful
change in its future.
As “An Evening with Sacheen
Littlefeather” is at capacity, the
museum will livestream the program on its YouTube channel. The
program will be available until
Friday, Sept. 23. A standby line will
also be available at the museum
starting at 2 p.m. on Sept. 17.
In addition, the museum will
publish a nearly four-hour visual
history of Littlefeather, interviewed
by Academy Museum director and
president Jacqueline Stewart, following “An Evening with Sacheen
Littlefeather.” Details will be
shared following the event.
For information, visit academymuseum.org/en/programs/detail/sa
cheen-littlefeather-018265e0-6c77e32a-ab88-0242875ef766.
The
Academy Musuem is located at
6067 Wilshire Blvd.

Wallis showcases Pulitzer Prize winner Anthony Doerr

The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts and Writers
Bloc presents “An Evening with
Anthony Doerr” on Sept. 29.
Doerr, a Pulitzer Prize winning
novelist, will discuss his recent
book “Cloud Cuckoo Land,”
named a best book of the year by
critics and a finalist for the 2021
National Book Award.
Doerr’s books are considered
some of the greatest achievements
in recent years.
“Cloud Cuckoo Land” takes
readers from the past and the present to the near future, with unforgettable characters. Each ticket
includes a signed paperback copy

of the novel.
Doerr is also the author of the
story collections “The Shell
Collector” and “Memory Wall,” the
memoir “Four Seasons in Rome,”
and the novel “About Grace.”
His short stories and essays have
won five O. Henry Prizes, and his
work has been translated into over
40 languages and won numerous
prestigious awards.
The evening is moderated by
David Ulin, former book critic for
the Los Angeles Times on arts, culture and life in California.
He is the author of many books,
including “Sidewalking: Coming to
Terms with Los Angeles” and “The

Lost Art of Reading: Why Books
Matter in a Distracted Time.”
Ulin is also the editor of several
anthologies, including the awardwinning “Writing Los Angeles: A
Literary Anthology.”
Tickets are $52 for premium seating and a signed paperback copy of
“Cloud Cuckoo Land” or $42 for
general seating, and are on sale now,
as are subscriptions to all performances for the 2022-23 season.
For information, call (310)7464000 or visit thewallis.org/writersbloc.
The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts is located at
9309 N. Santa Monica Blvd.
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Dance and sing with the Debbie Allen Dance Academy.

Dance and sing with the Debbie
Allen Dance Academy
The Debbie Allen Dance
Academy and the Annenberg
Foundation proudly present
Sounds of Sandoval, a jazz festival led by 10-time Grammy
Award-winning icon Arturo
Sandoval with classes and performances from 3:30 p.m. until 8
p.m. on Sept. 17, and from 2 p.m.
until 4 p.m. on Sept. 18.
Featuring Sandoval in an intimate cabaret-style concert, and
salsa classes led by internationally
recognized director, dancer, choreographer and actress Debbie
Allen, the two-day festival with
two industry legends promises to
be a special weekend for jazz and
Latin dance enthusiasts and aspiring musicians.
The festival is the first public
event to take place at the recently
opened Rhimes Performing Arts
Center, a 24,000 square foot build-

ing serving as Allen’s sanctuary
for dancers and performers to take
classes and connect with others in
the community.
Named after DADA benefactor
and television producer Shonda
Rhimes, the building features five
dance studios, a performance
space with a 250 seat capacity, and
state-of-the-art classrooms for
teaching the next generation of
artists and performers.
Food and cocktails will be
available for purchase before the
Sept. 17 concert. All attendees will
need to show proof of vaccination
or a negative COVID-19 test
taken within 72 hours of the event.
Masking is optional.
The Rhimes Performing Arts
Center is located at 1850 S.
Manhattan Place. For more information visit debbieallendanceacademy.com.
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State program offers students more access to tutors
Gov. Gavin Newsom announced
on Sept. 12 that every resident can
access free online tutoring available
24 hours through a new initiative
offering homework help in every
K-12 subject and skill-building
resources for adult learners.
The governor also announced
$254 million in grants to public
libraries to renovate and improve
facilities. The funds are from the
first round of the California State
Library’s $439-million Building
Forward Library Improvement
Grant Program, the largest investment in public library infrastructure
in California history.
Real-time homework assistance
can now be accessed on the websites of public libraries around the
state by clicking on the HelpNow
link to reach a one-on-one tutor.
The pilot program led by the State
Library offers assistance in math,
language arts and other core K-12
subjects in English, Spanish,
Mandarin, Cantonese, Vietnamese

and Tagalog. There is no age limit
to use the service. Adult learners
can also access writing assistance,
citizenship resources and other
tools.
“With historic investments to
give the youngest Californians a
strong start in life, enrich our
schools and expand supports like
tutoring, we’re building on our
commitment to create more opportunities for every child in our state
to thrive, ” Newsom said. “Public
libraries are the hearts of communities across the state and our hubs of
learning, discovery and oftentimes
safety. California is awarding $254
million in grants for our historic
public libraries, an investment to
make books more accessible by
repairing and modernizing libraries
throughout the state.”
The 234 projects in the initial
round of funding under the
Building
Forward
Library
Improvement Grant Program range
from $14,300 to $10 million and

Korean artists exhibition premieres

The Korean Cultural Center Los
Angeles and the Korean Artists
Association of Southern California
will present the 53rd Annual
Exhibition of Korean Artists
Association of Southern California,
which will be held in the KCCLA
Art Gallery on Friday, Sept. 16,
from 7-9 p.m.
Since its inception in 1964, the
Korean Artists Association of
Southern California has been
involved with various types of exhibitions to promote cultural

exchange and harmony between
Korean people and other ethnic
groups. The association has also
encouraged younger generations to
explore their artistic endeavors
through the Juried Art Student exhibition and Korean-American exhibitions. Over time, younger artists
have joined the group making this
association even more lively than
before. This special exhibition will
feature fresh new ideas and designs
along with sophisticated, more
refined traditional art as well.
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Ji Oh’s “Emodiment 5” is one piece of art that will be on display at the
Korean Cultural Center starting Sept. 16.

Jump back in time at Dino Fest

On Sept. 18, join the Natural
History Museum of Los Angeles
County for the annual Dino Fest
and the first day of the seasonal
Spider Pavilion.
The one-day Dino Fest celebrates
dinosaurs, their prehistoric past,
and the science that brings their
world back to life. Meet the museum’s world-renowned paleontologists as they discuss historic and
ongoing fossil discoveries from
around the world. Visit exhibitors
for dinosaur inspired merchandise,
and catch a glimpse of rare specimens from the museum’s collections, dig into hands-on activities,
explore the Dino Hall with the
world’s only T. rex growth series,

and so much more.
The seasonal Spider Pavilion
(only on view in the fall) is a oneof-a-kind experience. Stroll through
the open pavilion to see hundreds of
orb weavers and their amazing
webs all around you. Then, enter
the spider den to peer into enclosed
habitats that house different species
from tarantulas to jumping spiders.
Along the way, hear amazing stories and get answers to any rachnid
questions from museum educators.
Advanced reservations are
encouraged for Dino Fest, and the
Spider Pavilion is open until Nov.
27.
The Natural History Museum is
located at 900 Exposition Blvd.

include efforts to make libraries
safer and more accessible, including their ability to be cooling centers for underserved communities.
First priority for grants was given
to the state’s least-resourced communities and projects that address
long-delayed critical facility needs
including seismic upgrades, heating
and air system replacement, building security and improved
Americans with Disabilities Act
accessibility.
“There are lots of reasons 24 million Californians have library cards.
Local libraries are cornerstones of
their communities and critical parts
of California’s education system,”
California State Librarian Greg
Lucas said. “Strengthening public
libraries strengthens California and
helps make it easier for all
Californians to get the information
and assistance they need to succeed
and thrive.”
For information, visit library
.ca.gov.
This show is also a celebration of
the 53rd anniversary of the Korean
Artists Association of Southern
California. In total, 70 association
member artists will showcase paintings, sculptures, photography,
ceramic, installation arts and other
various artworks.
“Many art exhibitions showcasing the wonderful works of Korean
artists are being held all across Los
Angeles and with great success. It
would not be an exaggeration to say
that the K-Art Hallyu has already
begun in the United States, following suit with K-music, K-dramas,
and K-movies. This years’ exhibition is expected to be even more
meaningful as visitors can enjoy
various works of more than 70
artists in one place,” director
Sangwon Jung said.
The exhibition will be open to the
public and show will run until Sept.
23.
The Art Gallery is on the second
floor of the KCCLA, located at
5505 Wilshire Blvd. For information visit, kccla.org.

Bookmark contest encourages
children to use their imaginations
Submissions are being accepted through Oct. 29 for L.A.
County Library’s 43rd annual
Bookmark Contest for grades K12.
The contest celebrates the joy
of reading and creativity.
Children and teens are encouraged to use their imaginations in
creating original designs on
bookmarks.
Each of the library’s 85
branches, including the West
Hollywood Library, will select a
winner in four categories: kindergarten through second grade,
third grade through fifth grade,
sixth grade through eighth grade,
and ninth grade through 12th
grade. The winners will be recognized at their libraries.
The winning bookmarks from
each library will also be considered by the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors, which will
select countywide winners from
each category in their district.
The winners’ bookmark designs
will be professionally printed
and distributed at all L.A.
County Library branches.
Los Angeles County residents
and schools are encouraged to
participate in the contest.
Participants are also encourages to make their own original
creations, to be creative and have
fun. It is asked that entries avoid
using cartoon characters.
Entry forms are available at all
library branches, and by visiting
lacountylibrary.org/bookmarkcontest.
Entry forms can be submitted
in person, by mail or online, and
must be received by Oct. 29.
The West Hollywood Library
is located at 625 N San Vicente
Blvd. For information, call
(310)652-5340,
or
visit
lacountylibrary.org.
To find other local libraries,
visit lacountylibrary.org/librarylocator.
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A bookmark design by third grader Lily Folkerts was one of the
entries previously selected by
Los Angeles County Supervisor
Sheila Kuehl, 3rd District.
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“Oklahoma!” comes to L.A.
The Los Angeles premiere of
Rodgers
&
Hammerstein’s
“Oklahoma!” directed by Daniel
Fish opens Thursday, Sept. 15 at 8
p.m. at Center Theatre Group /
Ahmanson Theatre. The tour will
mark the first time a First-Class
Equity production of “Oklahoma!”
has toured North America in more
than 40 years. This bold interpretation will play through Oct. 16.
This is “Oklahoma!” as it has
never seen or heard it before —
reimagined for the 21st century and

now the Tony Award winner for
Best Revival of a Musical. Funny
and sexy, provocative and probing,
this production of “Oklahoma!”
tells a story of a community banding together against an outsider and
the frontier life that shaped
America. Upending the sunny
romance of a farmer and a cowpoke, this “Oklahoma!” allows the
classic musical — and our country
— to be seen in a whole new light.
“Oklahoma!” features music by
Richard Rodgers and a book and
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Barbara Walsh and Patrick Clanton appear in “Oklahoma!” at the
Ahmanson through Oct. 16.

lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II,
based on the play “Green Grow the
Lilacs” by Lynn Riggs, with original dances by Agnes de Mille.
“Every element of this production looks, sounds and feels like
America today — and we’re
delighted to announce a cast of
remarkable storytellers that represent the rich, diverse community of
our country,” producer Eva Price
said.
Initially announced as a limited
engagement, “Oklahoma!” was
extended due to popular demand at
Broadway’s Circle in the Square
Theatre. The musical played to sold
out crowds on Broadway, in addition to garnering multiple Tony,
Drama Desk and Outer Critics
Circle awards and nominations.
“Oklahoma!” officially opened
April 7, 2019, after beginning preview performances March 19, and
played its final Broadway performance on Jan. 19, 2020.
Tickets for “Oklahoma!” are currently on sale and start at $35. They
are available through centertheatregroup.org, audience services at
(213)972-4400 or in person at the
Center Theatre Group Box Offices
(at the Ahmanson Theatre) at The
Music Center, 135 N. Grand Ave.
Performances run Tuesday-Friday at
8 p.m., Saturday at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
and Sunday at 1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Geffen Contemporary opens
new exhibits
“Judith F. Baca: World Wall,”
“Garrett Bradley: American
Rhapsody,” and “Tala Madani:
Biscuits” are now open to the public at The Geffen Contemporary at
MOCA.
These exhibitions are open to
the public with advance free ticket
reservations. All visitors, including members, will need to get
advance timed-entry tickets
online.
Phone reservations to both

locations
are
available
Wednesday to Sunday at the
MOCA Box Office by calling
(213)633-5351 between the hours
of 11 a.m.–5 p.m. Reserve
advanced tickets by visiting
moca.ticketapp.org/portal/product/107/events.
The Geffen Contemporary at
MOCA is located at 152 N.
Central Ave. For information, visit
moca.org/visit/geffen-contemporary.

Ceramic exhibit displays at Craft in America

Craft in America will present the
exhibition “Ceramic Beacon: Joan
Takayama-Ogawa” through Dec. 3.
Ceramicist Joan TakayamaOgawa is known for conveying her
candid and prophetic take on contemporary life through playful and
witty narratives in ceramics. This
exhibition will include roughly 30
sculptures made over three
decades. It will be the first significant survey of this respected
Pasadena born and based artist’s
work thus far.
Unequivocally tackling issues
ranging from the housing crisis

and global overfishing, to the pandemic, internment camps and
human-induced species loss,
Takayama-Ogawa makes objects
that embody her world view and
life experience. She draws the
viewer into her intricate sculptures
and initiates a conversation
because they are a pleasure to
behold. She tackles the core issues
that define our contemporary society, from the political to the historical, social and environmental.
Channeling fury into artistic
power, she creates works that
respond to the most pressing

La Brea Tar Pits receive
a royal visit

Then-Prince Charles of Great Britain, visited the La Brea Tar Pits
and Museum in this photograph from the Nov. 3, 1977, issue of the
Park Labrea News. The accompanying article stated the Prince of
Wales enjoyed viewing fossils and learning about the prehistoric animals that once roamed the area. He was joined by George C. Page, a
donor for whom the museum was originally named, and former Los
Angeles County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn. Now-King Charles III, he
accepted the throne on Sept. 8 after the death of his mother, Queen
Elizabeth II, at the age of 96.

demands of the 21st century.
Craft in America is located on
8415 Third St. For information,
visit craftinamerica.org/exhibition/ceramic-beacon-joan-takayama-ogawa.

photo courtesy of the artist and Lisson Galley

Garrett Bradley’s “America” is part of The Geffen Contemporary at
MOCA’s current exhibitions.
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Dudamel gears up for 2022-23 season
LA Phil music and artistic director Gustavo Dudamel will mark his
14th season with the orchestra during 2022-3, leading 10 programs at
Walt Disney Concert Hall that
reflect the extraordinary depth of
his musicianship and testify to his
unparalleled gift for reaching audiences of every background.
The season will begin on Sept. 27

with the annual gala concert, this
year honoring composer John
Williams’s
90th
birthday.
Dudamel’s programs will continue
with his highly anticipated first
“Tristan and Isolde” as part of the
acclaimed “Tristan Project,” holiday concert performances of “The
Nutcracker:
Tchaikovsky
&
Ellington,” collaborations with

Photo courtesy of the LA Phil

Get ready for Dudamel’s 14th season with the orchestra.

renowned soloists including Yuja
Wang and Mitsuko Uchida, world
premieres of LA Phil commissions
by composers Gabriella Smith and
Ellen Reid and performances of
major works by Mozart, Beethoven
and Mahler.
While away from Walt Disney
Concert Hall this season, Dudamel
will lead the LA Phil in a fall 2022
tour to New York, Boston and
Mexico City as well as Guanajuato
as part of the Cervantino Festival.
“This season is a moment of celebration. We celebrate legends like
John Williams. We celebrate brilliant composers, from Gabriella
Smith and Ellen Reid to Pyotr
Ilyich Tchaikovsky and Duke
Ellington. We celebrate our diversity — as well as all that unites us —
in our Pan-American Music
Initiative. But most of all, we celebrate the joy of making music
together and sharing that music
with our beloved audiences in Walt
Disney Concert Hall,” Dudamel
said.
For information, visit laphil.com.
The Walt Disney Concert Hall is
located at 111 South Grand Ave.

Punk photographer to hold book-signing
From the late 1970s through the
early 1990s, photographer Michael
Grecco documented the nightclub
and concert scenes in New York
and Boston as punk music roared
into the U.S. He was working as an
Associated Press photographer and
lensman for legendary rock station
WBCN-FM. He was a selfdescribed “club kid” who had a
unique opportunity to embed himself into this revolutionary scene as
both a chronicler and a participant.
Grecco captured for posterity a
riotously outspoken time in pop
culture history, with all its raw
energy and outrageous antics.
Grecco’s photographs from that
heady time had been dormant in
his flat files until his archivist suggested revisiting this previously
unseen body of work. After they
did a deep dive into the past, their
efforts lead to Grecco’s best-selling book “Punk, Post Punk, New
Wave: Onstage, Backstage, In
Your Face, 1978–1991,” which
introduced these images to the
public for the first time. In addition
to the 162 photographs, the book
features a foreword by Fred
Schneider of the B-52s, an essay
by veteran rock journalist Jim
Sullivan and Grecco’s pithy personal anecdotes from his times
hanging out with the musicians he
was shooting.

photo by Michael Grecco

Photographer Michael Grecco will be hosted by the Kimpton La Peer
Hotel for a book signing on Sept. 19.

On Monday, Sept. 19 the
Kimpton La Peer Hotel in West
Hollywood will host a book signing Grecco scheduled for 6-9 p.m.
The event is free, open to the public and books will be available for
purchase. The hotel is also placing
copies of “Punk, Post Punk, New
Wave: Onstage, Backstage, In
your Face, 1978-1991” in its guest
suites.
Among the punk artists seen

through Grecco’s lens are Adam
Ant, Billy Idol, Buzzcocks, The
Clash, Dead Kennedys, Elvis
Costello, Joan Jett, Aimee Mann,
the Ramones, Siouxsie and the
Banshees, the Specials, Talking
Heads and Wendy O. Williams.
For information, visit daysofpunk.com. For information about
the Kimpton La Peer Hotel, visit
lapeerhotel.com/hotels-in-westhollywood/lapeer.

AYS kicks off 58th season on Sept. 24

photo courtesy of American Youth Symphony

AYS alumnus and 2022 concerto competition winner John Fawcett will
play Samuel Coleridge-Taylor’s “Violin Concerto” at the organization’s
Sept. 24 concert.

Join Maestro Carlos Izcaray
and the American Youth
Symphony orchestra will perform
for the organization’s 58th season
opening night concert on Sept. 24.
The concert opens with Brian
Raphael Nabors Onward, features AYS concerto competition
winner John Fawcett playing
Samuel
Coleridge-Taylor’s
“Violin Concerto” and culminates with Gustav Mahler’s
“Symphony No. 1.”
For information and tickets,
visit aysymphony.secure.force
.com/ticket/#.
The event will begin at 7 p.m.
at UCLA’s Royce Hall, which is
located at 10745 Dickson Ct.

‘Goodfellas’ mobs Hollywood
Forever Cemetery

photo by Kelly Lee Barrett

Maya Hawke, Jenn Kaytin Robinson and Este Haim attended
Cinespia’s screening of the Martin Scorsese classic “Goodfellas” at
Hollywood Forever Cemetery on Sept. 10. The event was presented
by Amazon Studios.

Multimedia piece premieres

MUXX Project, recipients of the
LACMA Art + Technology Lab
grant, will premiere its new multimedia and performance piece
“BIGUIDIRIBELA” at L.A. Dance
Project in partnership with LACMA
and Fulcrum Festival on Sept. 1617.
“BIGUIDIRIBELA” uses 3D
video technologies alongside live
dance, music and immersive sets
designed to explore multiple gender

identities in a 21st-century context,
drawing a line from our origins in
deep space to the “Muxe” identity
(a third gender of the Zapotec people) as a futuristic, timeless concept.
Each performance begins at 8
p.m. L.A. Dance Project is located
at 2245 E. Washington Blvd.
Tickets are $35 for adults and $20
for students. For tickets and information, visit ci.ovationtix.com
/35353/production/1135778.
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Caruso campaigns in Hancock Park
From page 1

liaisons with residents.
“I've been through this before so
I know how to do it,” Caruso said,
adding that he wants to, “bring back
a heavier dose of community policing, more senior lead officers [to]
cut crime down. And, we need to
prevent crime and then hold criminals accountable.”
With homelessness, Caruso said
he plans to create 30,000 beds for
unhoused individuals during his
first year in office. He said providing services to individuals in a shelter is far less expensive than providing services on the streets. Shelters
also enable case workers to build
relationships with people, making it
easier to help them through the
process of finding housing and
rebuilding their lives.
“The fundamental premise of it is
we’ve got to get people off the
street and into shelters,” Caruso
said. “We’ve got to get them safe.
We’ve got to meet them where we

are and we’ve got to give them the
services they need – psychiatric services, drug addiction services, getting rehabilitation to find a new job.
You can’t do it on the street.”
Caruso’s appearance in Hancock
Park was among more than 100
events he is planning to speak at
during the final weeks leading to
the Nov. 8 General Election. He
encouraged residents to visit his
campaign website to learn more
about his positions.
The meet and greet with Caruso
was organized by community leaders in Hancock Park, Windsor
Square, Brookside and the Greater
Wilshire communities, as opposed
to any one organization or group.
Cindy Chvatal-Keane, president of
the Hancock Park Homeowners
Association, was among the organizers and said she was encouraged
by Caruso’s message. She added
that she and others from the neighborhood have reached out to

Mural process scrutinized
From page 1

Sept. 12 study session with the
hope of adding it to the agenda of a
formal council meeting.
None of his colleagues agreed to
do so, leaving the door open for
future murals to be approved the
same way, he said.
“I did want a formal discussion
of the procedures. I think in the
future, any time something like
that comes up it should go to
them,” Mirisch said, referring to
liaisons for the architectural commission.
He said this would ensure “that
we’re not blindsided like we were
this time.”
Although he requested during
the study session that this matter
“be called up for discussion,” other
council members and Mayor Lili
Bosse said that step was unnecessary, given the project’s wide
approval by the architectural commission.
Still, the councilmembers questioned whether the process for
approving such projects should be
reviewed.
Explaining the mural’s origins,
assistant city manager Ryan
Gohlich said it was approved via a
special events permit on July 27 for
a temporary installation, which
expired on Aug. 25.
He added that after the permit

was approved, project manager
Warren Brand requested to maintain the mural past the special
event time period, which the commission unanimously approved on
Aug. 17 with a condition that the
applicant be responsible for maintaining the artwork.
Now, as it is within the 30 day
period from the original decision,
the council has authority to revisit
the issue, Gohlich said.
Mirisch questioned whether the
project met the criteria to be
approved under the temporary
accommodation.
Noting during the study session
that the architectural commission
may approve murals and “environmental graphics” under the temporary accommodation only if they
have architectural or landscape features, Mirisch said that this mural
has neither.
Councilman Lester Friedman
said that since this was being raised
during a study session instead of a
formal meeting, “there should be
no discussion of the merits of
whether or not the architectural
commission was right or wrong, or
whether or not it should be or
shouldn’t be approved.”
“The only question on the table
is, is this appropriate for a city
council discussion about whether

Caruso’s opponent in the Nov. 8
election, Congresswoman Karen
Bass, about hosting a similar event
for her, but have not received a
response.
Bass’ campaign office also did
not respond to multiple requests for
comment by the Beverly Press/Park
Labrea News.
Bass’ campaign website outlines
her position on issues raised by her
opponent in the mayoral race,
including homelessness and public
safety. With homelessness, Bass
said she plans to develop “a comprehensive approach that addresses
the immediate crisis along with the
root causes: lack of affordable
housing, health care, access to job
opportunities and residential alcohol and drug treatment,” and plans
to house 15,000 people by the end
of her first year in office. She is
calling for a comprehensive
approach to addressing public safety, including restoring the ranks of
or not the mural should be a bit
improved,” Friedman said.
Given the architectural commission’s unanimous vote on the project, Friedman said he didn’t
believe there was a need to call up
the project.
Councilwoman
Sharona
Nazarian said that while she had no
qualms about the art itself, the
council needs to look at the
approval process for such projects.
“If we ask our commissioners to
lead, we need to respect that. If the
process is not working, or if we
don’t appreciate it, then we need to
review the process,” she said.
This is not the first time that a
mural has been approved temporarily, only to become a permanent fixture, Bosse said.
Like with D*Face’s mural, a
mural behind Alfred Coffee was
created as a temporary installation
before
receiving
permanent
approval from the architectural
commission, Bosse said.
While it is has typically been city
practice for mural approvals to
bypass a liaison and go straight to
the commission, D*Face’s mural
stands alone because of its size,
Gohlich said.
“It is much larger than any
murals that have been approved
previously,” Gohlich added.
“I’ve already … given direction
to our special events staff that
something of this scale should not
be approved in the future without
first going to the liaison.”

Notable Quotes
“We share with you the strongest possible determination to find a way forward. Britain will continue to
work with the United States to seek just solutions for the economic problems of the world. I thank you most
warmly, Mr. Mayor, president of the City Council and members of the council, not only for the welcome you
have given us but also for the contribution which your great city is making to the objective which we all
share.”
Queen Elizabeth II
1926-2022
during a visit to Los Angeles City Hall on Feb. 27, 1983.
*source: Los Angeles City Clerk’s Office

photo by Edwin Folven

Candidate Rick Caruso, right, discussed issues with residents attending
the meet and greet on Sept. 12 in Hancock Park.

the Los Angeles Police Department
and ensuring that the department is
transparent and accountable. The
candidate also stressed that addressing crimes requires intervention
with individuals, and she plans to

use coordinated prevention, intervention, mental health services,
substance abuse treatment and
other social services to help people
and “break cycles of crime,”
according to her campaign website.

Play structure destroyed by fire
will return to Pan Pacific Park

From page 5

Hackman Capital Partners is
working with the community on
many improvements. Brian Dror,
a longtime Beverly-Fairfax
District resident and leader in the
Orthodox Jewish Community,
said he is thankful for the support
from Hackman Capital Partners,
adding that the return of the play
structure will be welcomed by
residents.
“A lot of the Orthodox Jewish
community lives in apartments or
smaller properties where they
don’t have a backyard, so the

ability to come out to the park
and to partake and have the public facilities so the kids can play
and run and grow and develop is
incredibly important,” Dror said.
“Especially with the younger the
kids, the more important the
development is, and the more
important the exposure is to the
outdoors. We live in Los Angeles,
which has great weather and
great opportunity for outdoor
exposure. We might as well take
as much advantage of it as possible.”

photo by Edwin Folven

The cause of the fire at Pan Pacific Park remains under investigation.

Arrest made in violent robbery
spree, second suspect sought

From page 4

removed, authorities added. The
victim ran further into the store and
a struggle continued over the victim’s watch. The suspects were
unable to steal the watch but fled
with the victim’s ring and necklace.
Witnesses flagged down a passing patrol car and officers confronted the suspects as they fled the store
with pistols in their hands, police
said. An officer-involved shooting
occurred as the suspects fled, but
police have not disclosed whether
anybody was struck by the gunfire.
One of the suspects dropped a
handgun while fleeing and it was
recovered as evidence. A perimeter
was established but police were
unable to locate the suspects.
Authorities said DNA evidence and

security camera footage was used
to connect Watts to the robbery, but
did not provide specific details
about the evidence because of the
ongoing investigation and court
proceedings
Police are still searching for the
other suspect in the crimes. They
are not releasing the names of any
of the businesses where the robberies occurred.
Detectives also believe Watts is
involved in other similar robberies
that may not have been reported.
Anyone with information is urged
to call Robbery-Homicide Division
detectives at (213)486-6840.
During weekends and off-hours,
call the LAPD’s hotline at
(877)LAPD247.
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Project at Television City gains support

From page 1

Partners plans to continue working
with the community to ensure there
is support for the project. The Mid
City West Neighborhood Council’s
Planning and Land Use Committee
previously held two community
meetings on the project and voted
to support it before the general
board voted on Sept. 13.
“We’ve done a lot to demonstrate
the merits of the project and what
kind of long-term stakeholder we
are in the community,” Sokoloff
said. “Every opportunity that we
have to talk about the project and
talk about its benefits, not only the
jobs and the economic output of a
project of this scale, but really the
improvements to the community …
it’s really a privilege.”
Opposition to the project surfaced in early August when a group
called the Beverly Fairfax
Community Alliance launched a
website outlining concerns about
TVC 2050. The alliance is comprised of The Grove, which is
owned by Los Angeles mayoral
candidate Rick Caruso, and the

A.F. Gilmore Company, owner of
the Original Farmers Market, as
well as AIR Communities, which
owns the Broadcast Center
Apartments, Palazzo East and
Palazzo West apartments along
Third Street, and the Beverly
Wilshire Homes Association. The
alliance sent letters to residents
outlining purported negative
impacts the TVC 2050 project will
have on the community. One of the
main points of contention is a
request that the property be designated as a regional job center, like
Century City or Downtown Los
Angeles, for the television production industry.
At the Sept. 13 meeting, approximately 30 callers spoke about the
project, with 16 in support and 13
voicing opposition. Those who
support the project cited benefits
including jobs creation and economic development, and preservation of historic elements of the
Television
City
property.
Opponents mainly cited potential
traffic and parking impacts the pro-

ject would create, while some
believe the project is too large and
out of character with the surrounding community.
Representatives of the Beverly
Fairfax Community Alliance did
not voice opposition at the Sept. 13
meeting. Following the neighborhood council’s approval, the
alliance further outlined its position.
“Tuesday’s meeting saw many
community members actively
engaged in the conversation surrounding the Television City 2050
project,” read a statement by the
Beverly Fairfax Community
Alliance. “Unfortunately, the Mid
City West Board limited public
comment to 30 minutes. This prevented more than 150 Beverly
Fairfax residents from voicing their
opinion on the project, which
would be twice as big and tall as
the Beverly Center, overwhelm the
community and would cause traffic
gridlock to already congested
streets. They also denied requests
from many neighborhood council

Candidates outline positions in WeHo
From page 1

Meister’s, who is running for
reelection. Council members John
D’Amico and Lindsey Horvath are
not seeking reelection.
“The forum was an insightful and
nuanced look at the contrast
between these extraordinary candidates, and a great success,”
Stonewall president Alex Mohajer
said. “Stonewall’s legacy is inextricably linked with the city of West
Hollywood, a city built on rent control and populated by LGBTQ+
people, seniors and immigrants.
Being able to host this forum for
our community and to help guide
the city’s 35,000 residents ahead of
their crucial decision this
November is a responsibility we
take with great pride.”
Participating in the forum were
nonprofit director and West
Hollywood human services commissioner Chelsea Byers, law professor and former Councilman John
Heilman, attorney and former
Councilman Steve Martin, small
business owner and public safety
commissioner Robert Oliver, Los
Angeles LGBTQ Chamber of
Commerce CEO and planning
commissioner Marquita Thomas
and employment rights attorney
and rent stabilization commissioner
Zekiah Wright.
Candidates Meister, Sarah
Adolphson, Jordan Cockeram,
Adam Darvish, John Duran and
Ben Savage did not participate in
the forum. Each of the participants
identify as a member of the
LGBTQ+ community.

Candidates were given a minute
to respond to each question, and all
were given the same slate of questions. Particular emphasis was
placed on public safety, which has
been a hot button issue in the city
for the last year. The candidates
were asked their response to the
City Council’s June decision to cut
four deputies at the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station.
“I feel like this has been an
incredibly responsive move by the
majority of council,” Byers said.
“We’ve been asking for more support, more public safety presence in
the community. And that can come
a ton of different ways, and in West
Hollywood, we’re already exploring a number of different ways …
by bringing more Block by Block
security ambassadors, people who
are unarmed, committed to making
sure our streets and our community
members feel really safe.”
“Over decades we have reduced
funding for so many vital social services,” Oliver said. “We’ve shifted
that responsibility onto law
enforcement. What we’re seeing
now is not working. It’s simply not.
What we need to do is add
resources – for mental health, substance abuse, homelessness – and
stop asking law enforcement officers to do [those] jobs.”
“I’ve had the pleasure of using
Block by Block when issues arise
in my neighborhood. Late at night,
when I’m walking my dog, and I’ve
seen someone on my street who’s
questionable, I would just text

photo courtesy of the Stonewall Democratic Club

Candidates answered questions on a range of local issues at the Sept. 11
West Hollywood City Council candidate forum.

Block by Block, and they would be
there within two or three minutes,”
Wright said. “So, my experience
with Block by Block has been
great.”
Not all candidates agreed with
the council’s decision, however.
“I don’t think it was a prudent
move,” Heilman said. “When our
community is under attack and
crime in this area has been rising. I
do support the increase in Block by
Block and having that additional
presence, but when there’s a DUI
and somebody is injured, Block by
Block cannot investigate. When
there’s a domestic violence incident, Block by Block cannot investigate that … we need a presence of
law enforcement that are trained
who have the resources and experience to document what has happened, to build a case and make
sure people who victimize our
neighbors are held accountable,”
Heilman said.
“We need to balance what the
community wants against what we
need, and we were in a position
where we could have afforded to do
all of it,” Thomas said. “So, I don’t
know why it was necessary to cut
our deputies. We know that more
deputies do not mean less crime,
however … it is the deputies that
investigate the crime that is happening in our city. Our city is
becoming more and more violent,
and we need our deputies in order
to investigate that crime. I believe
that public safety does need to be a
collaborative effort, but we do need
to maintain our current level of
deputies in order to keep everyone
safe.”
“Given what’s happened with
crime in the last year, [the decision
was] totally irresponsible,” Martin
said. “The fact of the matter is,
throwing 30 more Block by Block
[ambassadors] into the city mix is
not going to help when you’ve cut
sheriffs so your response times take
even longer. Doesn’t make any
sense.”
Each candidate touted a need for
increased funding for mental health
services and homelessness as a way
to combat crime and promote public safety, as well, particularly

rendering courtesy of Hackman Capital Partners

The TVC 2050 project calls for multiple buildings of different heights and
sizes near the corner of Beverly Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue.

board members and residents to
postpone the vote until the developer addressed the concerns of the
community and a final EIR was circulated. We do not believe the
neighborhood council adequately
responded to the concerns of the
community.”

The discussion on the TVC project lasted approximately threeand-a-half hours and the public
comment period ran approximately
80 minutes. The Mid City West
General Board meeting was
recorded and will be posted at midcitywest.org.

Wright, Oliver, Byers and Thomas.
Heilman warned against conflating
homelessness with public safety
and crime.
Additionally, when Oliver mentioned that it was time for new
blood on the council, an audience
member audibly yelled out
“Mayor,” seemingly referring to
Meister. Meister did not attend the
forum due to a scheduling conflict.
“I hope it went well and that people are learning what they need to
know about the candidates, especially those who are newer in the
field,” Meister said.
Each candidate also gave their
pitch to Stonewall for why the organization should endorse their campaign.
“I’ve been a part of Stonewall for
a few years now,” Wright said.
“I’ve served on committees, I’ve
served on subcommittees, I’ve
served on the endorsement panels,
so I fully understand that this club
is progressive, this club is focused
on making sure we are elevating
LGBTQ+ candidates. There’s so
much history within our community, and I want to be a part of making
sure those values and that history is
reflected as an elected official.”
“Many have called this election
the most important since the city’s
incorporation,” Thomas said.
“What is at stake is public safety,
housing affordability, business
advocacy and how we approach our
unhoused crisis. As a chamber CEO
representing hundreds of businesses and thousands of workers, and
someone who has created billions
of dollars in opportunity for diverse
businesses, I have had to work collaboratively with various stakeholders to tackle tough issues.”
“We need to restore public confidence,” Oliver said. “We are so
divided and we’re seeing the
national division trickle down, and,
frankly, there are candidates running who want to further divide us.
There are candidates running who
want to roll back the clock on the
progress that we’ve made in this
city. I’m not one of them. I want to
bring people together. I came out at
14, and West Hollywood was here
for me. I want this to be a city that
more people can know they can
depend on, as well.”
“I’m not aware of any candidate
per se that wants to roll back the
clock,” Martin said. “But I will say

that this community is very divided. And it’s been divided by some
policies that have been frankly
cynical and performative … people
find a lot of what’s going on in
West Hollywood to be cynical,
detached from reality and certainly
detached from the community’s
reality.”
“I am so proud of West
Hollywood as one of the few candidates who’ve actually been here
since the 1980s,” Heilman said.
“The progress that this community
has made is really incredible, but I
really want to talk about moving
forward into the future. I’m very
excited about bringing Metro to
West Hollywood, and I was a leading advocate for that. I’m excited
about improving public safety here
in the city of West Hollywood. I’m
excited to get back to work to help
our residents, particularly our
renters who have been reeling from
the impacts of COVID and to help
our small businesses recover from
COVID.”
“We cannot look at West
Hollywood and say that we’ve
done all we can to prepare ourselves for the climate chaos that
we’re currently dealing with
today,” Byers said. “I feel like [I’m]
one of the only people consistently
talking about this, which is really
concerning, given the threats this
has to public safety in the long run.
We need to do more in those directions. I am [also] a labor-backed
candidate with Unite Here SEIU,
the carpenters building trades and
more supporting me.”
The Stonewall Democratic Club
will make its endorsement decisions at a meeting on Sept. 19. The
election will be held on Tuesday,
Nov. 8.
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as seen on YouTube!

1. Singer James
5. Trumpeting creature
9. Sluggers’ stats
13. They often have to be rounded up
15. Scamp
16. Still-life subjects
17. Filthy ___ (riches)
18. Grammy winner India.___
19. Grammar test favorite
20. Evergreen shrubs
23. Tamandua meal
24. Arm of a knight-in-arms
25. Number theory preposition
29. Sport ___ (modern vehicles)
31. ___ fixe
32. ___ print
34. Diadem
39. Flower
42. Jewish potato puff
43. Article in Der Spiegel
44. Thoughtful
45. Knock against
47. Major present days
49. Setting piece
52. Soup veggie
53. Flowers
59. Destroy
60. Sea slime singular
61. Symbols of hardness
63. Placed above
64. Brit. apartment
65. A black key

66. New York cardinal
67. Bridge position
68. Gels
Down

1. Immigrant’s subj.
2. Calendar abbr.
3. Part of MIT
4. Plane starter
5. German town
6. Kind of service
7. Similar
8. Razz
9. Gab, gab, gab
10. Unbroken mustang
11. Sign on a plane facility
12. Tax form ID
14. Stomp box for guitar effects
21. Switch words
22. One with dreadlocks, perhaps
25. Dairy product
26. Valhalla V.I.P.
27. Sandwich shop
28. One-eighties
29. Not cool
30. Rebel without a cause
33. Line-___veto
35. Ingrid’s “Casablanca” role
36. Lament
37. Belgian 20th century painter, Margritte
38. Agreements
40. “Goody!”
41. Irritated

46. Risky
48. 1914 battle site
49. Argot
50. Elbows and shells
51. Small theater in ancient Greece
52. Brooklyn art institute
54. First name in the Jazz Hall of Fame
55. Ottoman officials
56. Klutzes
57. Carpet feature

58. Lattice part
59. Fish eggs collectively
62. A Cadillac

answers on page 22
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Our Famous Hotcakes topped with
Caramel Sauce, Cinnamon, Powdered Sugar
and Whipped Cream!

Kick Up Your
coffee &
donuts!!
Iced Cold Brew
& Horchata

Huevos Rancheros

Corn tortillas & fried eggs topped with warmed
salsa, queso fresco, cream & crispy hash browns
In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax

(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

Follow Us!

@duparsfm

Now Open Mon.-Thurs. 6:30am -7:30pm
Fri. Sat. & Sun. Open til 8:30pm

