
In July, following reports that
Block by Block operations man-
ager Shea Gibson was convicted
in 1995 of voluntary manslaugh-
ter in Georgia, members of the
West Hollywood City Council
and other public officials came
out in support of Gibson. At the
Aug. 1 council meeting, the city
made its support of Gibson offi-
cial with a proclamation honoring
the ambassador. 

“To know Shea and his dedica-

tion to our city, to our businesses,
to our residents is something that
is exemplary,” Councilman John
Erickson said. “We are lucky to
have someone with such dedica-
tion to public safety, but ultimate-
ly someone that has such deep
care for our community here. I’m
not going to relitigate the horrible
things that have been said about
someone with such upstanding
value and honor in this communi-
ty, but it goes without saying that
on behalf of all of us sitting up
here … and to all of those people
that you have truly made sure that
they felt safe in our community,
we owe you a debt of gratitude,
and we want to say ‘thank you’

Visitors will see more officers on
horseback patrolling Hollywood
Boulevard through the end of sum-
mer under an initiative announced
on Aug. 3 by the Los Angeles
Police Department and Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District. 

O’Farrell is allocating $216,000

from his office’s discretionary fund
to pay for overtime costs for offi-
cers and additional police resources
that will be deployed in the
Hollywood Entertainment District
through mid-September. LAPD
officials said the additional funding
will translate into 200 additional
shifts for officers, who will aug-
ment resources already deployed to

Hundreds of residents in Beverly
Hills, West Hollywood and Los
Angeles came together on Aug. 2
during National Night Out Against
Crime, an annual event in which
people show unity with law
enforcement and support public
safety. 

Personnel from the Beverly Hills
Police Department, West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station and
Los Angeles Police Department’s
Wilshire Division met with com-
munity members at block parties
and gatherings. In Beverly Hills, it
was the first National Night Out
celebration in three years, and hun-
dreds of people joined a celebration
on Rexford Drive in front of the
Beverly Hills Library and Beverly
Hills Fire Department headquarters.
Booths and displays featured spe-
cial BHPD units including K9,
SWAT and motorcycles.
Participants enjoyed music and
dancing, as well as games and fam-
ily activities. 

“It’s the first one since COVID,
and it’s so important to just get the

community out and show the sup-
port to the police, and also show
criminals we are united and we’re
not going to stand for crime in our
communities,” BHPD Chief Mark
Stainbrook said. 

“I think there is no community
anywhere in the United States or
the world that appreciates and loves
their police department and first
responders as much as Beverly
Hills,” Mayor Lili Bosse added.
“Every single day, we embrace
them and are grateful to live in our

community and have them as part
of our Beverly Hills family.” 

Many residents said they attend-
ed the city’s National Night Out
observance every year and were
happy it returned after cancellations
during the pandemic. 

“I love the Beverly Hills spirit,
it’s a spirit of cooperation,” resident
Robert King said. “I’ve been com-
ing to this for 15 years because it
really gives you a sense of commu-
nity.” 

Vincent Edward Scully died in
his Hidden Hills home on Aug. 2.
He was 94. 

The iconic sportscaster served
as the voice of the Dodgers and so
many more for 67 years, but his
Brooklyn accent – a nostalgic
sound for numerous fans – had
graced sports’ largest stages, from
NFL championship games to the
World Series to the Masters.  

The Dodgers considered him
“their conscience, their poet laure-
ate,” a man who chronicled the
club’s history from Jackie
Robinson to Clayton Kershaw.  

“We have lost an icon,”
Dodgers president and CEO Stan
Kasten said. “The Dodgers’ Vin
Scully was one of the greatest voic-
es in all of sports. He was a giant of
a man, not only as a broadcaster,
but as a humanitarian. He loved
people. He loved life. He loved
baseball and the Dodgers. And he
loved his family. His voice will
always be heard and etched in all of
our minds forever. I know he was
looking forward to joining the love
of his life, Sandi. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to his family during
this very difficult time. Vin will
truly be missed.” 

Scully retired from broadcasting
in 2016, and that year, the city of
Beverly Hills honored his legacy
with a proclamation declaring Sept.
23 as “Vin Scully Day in the City
of Beverly Hills.” On Aug. 2, the
city adjourned its regular meeting
in honor of the late, great sports
legend. 

“This is an awful loss for his
family,” Councilman John Mirisch,
a life-long Dodgers fan, said. “May
they find comfort in his blessed
memory and a life well lived.” 

He said the news of Scully’s
passing was particularly difficult
for the Mirisch family, as the famed
announcer bridged gaps between
generations. 

“He’s the link between my own
grandfather and my own son, who
was born decades after my grand-
father passed,” Mirisch added.
“He connected Los Angeles to
Brooklyn – to many of our own
grandparents in Brooklyn. He
connected us to Jackie Robinson
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Mayor Lili Bosse and BHPD Chief Mark Stainbrook danced at the city’s
National Night Out Against Crime celebration. 

Legendary Vin Scully passes away

‘Twist and shout’ national night out

More boots on the ground
on Hollywood Boulevard

WeHo honors Block by Block

By edwin folven                 

By edwin folven                 

By rAnce collins                 
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Sportscaster Vin Scully called games for the Los Angeles Dodgers for
67 years and left a massive legacy in his wake. 

By AAron Blevins                 
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Block by Block operations manager Shea Gibson, center, received a
proclamation at the Aug. 1 West Hollywood City Council meeting.
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The LAPD Mounted Patrol will provide a high-visibility police presence
on Hollywood Boulevard. 

See LAPD page 14
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‘Back to the Future’
at the Bowl 
Fans of “Back to the Future” won’t
want to miss the LA Phil’s presenta-
tion of the film on Friday, Aug. 8, at 8
p.m. at the Hollywood Bowl.
Recharge your flux capacitor and get
ready to experience an unforgettable
classic with the LA Phil performing
the score. Tickets start at $14. 2301 N.
Highland Ave. hollywoodbowl.com. 

Kids concerts 
The Getty Center is holding an install-
ment of its Garden Concerts for Kids,
a free outdoor music series for chil-
dren and families on Saturday, Aug. 6,
and Sunday, Aug. 7, at 4 p.m. in the
Central Garden. The program features
some of the best children’s musical
artists from around the United States.
Enjoy a performance by the Lucky
Band, whose indie music is rooted in
their whimsical child-friendly imagi-
nations, with smart lyrics and fresh
pop beats. Guests can bring a picnic
blanket. Admission is free, but time-
entry reservations to the Getty Center
must be made in advance. 1200 Getty
Center Drive. getty.edu. 

Art exhibits 
Thinkspace Projects presents concur-
rent exhibits by
Adam Caldwell,
Aof Smith,
Dredske, Nicola
Caredda and the
Perez Brothers run-
ning from
Saturday, Aug. 6,
through Saturday,
Aug. 27. Caldwell’s exhibit “Frontal”

will be on display in the Viewing
Room. The multi-exhibit show also
includes Smith’s “Irrepressible
Summer Memory,” Dredske’s
“Grind,” Caredda’s “Don’t Trust
Anyone Over 30” and the Perez
Brothers’ L.A.-centric show celebrat-
ing lowrider culture. An opening
reception will be held on Aug. 6 from
6-10 p.m. Regular viewing hours are
noon to 6 p.m., Tuesday through
Saturday. 4207-4217 W. Jefferson
Blvd. thinkspaceprojects.com. 

‘Lavender Men’ 
Roger Q. Mason’s “Lavender Men”
runs from Saturday, Aug. 6, through
Sunday Sept. 4, at the Skylight
Theatre. The production is a fictional
historical story following Taffeta, a
self-proclaimed “fabulous queer cre-
ation of color” who invades Abe
Lincoln’s private world to confront
issues of visibility, race and LGBTQ+
inclusion. Showtimes are 8:30 p.m.,
Saturday; 3 p.m., Sunday; and 7:30
p.m., Monday. Tickets are $20. 1816
1/2 N. Vermont Ave. (213)761-7061,
lavendermenplayla.com.

Film at the Skirball 
Enjoy the film “Lunch” (2012) on
Sunday, Aug. 7, at 2 p.m. at the
Skirball Cultural Center. For the past
40 years, a group of comedy writers
and directors has met for lunch every
other Wednesday. The meeting places
have changed, but their friendship and
humor persist. Lunch goes beyond a
single meal and into the lives of a ver-
itable who’s who of comedy including
Sid Caesar, Carl Reiner and Monty
Hall. A discussion with director
Donna Kanter follows the film.
General admission is $8. 2701 N.
Sepulveda Blvd. skirball.org. 

Holocaust film 
and panel 
Holocaust Museum Los Angeles is hold-
ing “Pizza In Auschwitz: A Teicholz
Holocaust Remembrance Film Series
Screening and
Panel” on Tuesday,
Aug. 9, from 6-
7:30 p.m. Survivor
Danny Chanoch
retraces his steps
during the
Holocaust with his
adult children, with
the intention of spending a night in his
old barrack in Auschwitz-Birkenau. The
intergenerational film straddles history,

black comedy, deep heartache and the
relationship between trauma and
resilience. Suggested donation for the
virtual event is $10. Registration
required. holocaustmuseumla.org/event-
details/pizza-in-auschwitz-virtual-
screening-and-panel-discussion.

‘Another Gin Game’ 
Hal Linden and Ruta Lee star in
Theatre 40’s “Another Gin Game” on
Tuesday Aug. 9, at 8 p.m. in the
Reuben Cordova Theatre, on the cam-
pus of Beverly Hills High School.
“Another Gin Game” is a witty, sharp-
tongued gossip fest between two for-
mer show biz greats in their twilight
years facing their past, present and
future. Tickets are $25 and proceeds
support Theatre 40’s programs. 241 S.
Moreno Drive. (310)364-3606, the-
atre40.org. 

‘Bull Durham’ book 
Live Talks Los Angeles welcomes
writer and director Ron Shelton and
actor Kevin Costner in conversation
about “Bull Durham” and Shelton’s
new book “The Church of Baseball-
The Making of Bull Durham: Home
Runs, Bad Calls, Crazy Fights, Big
Swings and a Hit”
on Tuesday Aug.
9, at 8 p.m. at the
Glorya Kaufman
Performing Arts
Center at Vista
Del Mar. Shelton
will share the
behind-the-scenes
story of the making of the film in an
onstage conversation with Costner
and Ron Rapoport, sports columnist,
author and commentator for NPR’s
“Weekend Edition.” Tickets start at
$20. 3200 Motor Ave.
eventbrite.com/e/ron-shelton-kevin-
costner-with-ron-rapoport-tickets-
390481098477.

St. Ambrose festival 
St. Ambrose Catholic Church is hold-
ing its Centennial Festival on
Saturday, Aug.13, from 5-9:30 p.m. at
its Fairfax Avenue parking lot in West
Hollywood. The event includes a
magician, music, games, a dog cos-
tume contest, food, beer and wine.
General admission is free. Tickets
required for the beer and wine bar.
Parking is $10 at the Iranian American
Jewish Center, 1317 N. Crescent
Heights Blvd., and includes a shuttle.
The church is located at 1281 N.
Fairfax Ave. stambroseweho.org.
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Trees are essential to our very exis-
tence. Their power alone manifests 
as the air we breathe - so let’s not 
take them for granted! 
Now that we’re being asked to limit 
landscape watering, our good 
sense and the DWP is reminding us 
that we must still water our trees.  
Our trees provide shade that lowers our soaring temperatures, they 
convert CO2 to oxygen, help lower our energy costs and they clean 
the air of unhealthy pollutants.
So, give your trees, especially the parkway trees, a regular (twice a 
month), good, deep soaking! Consider using a deep root watering 
tool! There are many easy to use deep root watering tools on the mar-
ket. i.e https://yardbutler.com/products/deep-root-irrigator 
Does deep root watering really work? Yes! 
Not only are deep root watering trees the best way to get your trees 
quenched and thriving, but using the right deep root watering system 
is the most efficient way to do it. It’s also great for the environment 
because you’ll be using less water! 

Keeping Trees Healthy While Conserving Water

Add a layer of mulch around trees to lower garden soil tempera-
ture, limit evaporation, and retain moisture. Be sure to keep mulch 
from trunks and stems. LA Sanitation offers free mulch to City of 
LA residents. Visit lacitysan.org/freemulch. 

Using a hose with a self-closing shut off nozzle or a bucket, slowly 
water to get to the root zone of your mature tree. Watering faster 
than soil can infiltrate leads to runoff and waste. 

Try using a soaker hose around the base of the tree for a deep, 
slow soak. 

Most mature trees need deep watering once or twice a month, de-
pending on the type of tree. Deep watering helps promote deep 
root growth. 

Collect and Reuse Water for Trees 
Don’t waste another drop.  
Here are some ways you can reuse water for your trees:

• Collect shower water that runs as you give it time to warm up. 
• Capture water used to wash produce. 
• Recycle aquarium water that’s not saltwater. 
• Reuse the melted ice water from a cooler. 
• Reuse leftover water when you refresh your pet’s water bowl. 

Please see our website at www.HancockPark.org 
Join a committee! 

Come to a Zoom meeting! Participate! 
We are all volunteers!

The Drought, Our Trees,  
The Air We Breath!

Mayor Eric Garcetti has
reopened two free recycled water
filling stations, where Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power
customers can fill empty water con-
tainers with up to 300 gallons of
recycled water for irrigation.

The two refill stations, which are
a collaboration between LADWP
and the Los Angeles Bureau of
Sanitation, will be located at the
Los Angeles-Glendale Water
Reclamation Plant and the L.A.
Zoo parking lot. To be eligible for
the program, residents must be an
active LADWP customer, complete
and sign an application form, and
complete a brief training class
available onsite. With outdoor
watering restricted to two per week
LADWP customers can utilize the
recycled refill stations for watering
on restricted days.

With the hottest period of the
year still to come, the recycled
water stations are part of the city’s

effort to help people continue con-
servation efforts that helped Los
Angeles achieve an all-time low in
water use for June. All watering
continues to be limited to Mondays
and Fridays for LADWP customers
with street addresses ending in odd
numbers, and Thursdays and
Sundays for all customers with
addresses ending in even numbers. 

Customers must bring their own
water containers when picking up
the recycled water. The Los
Angeles-Glendale Water
Reclamation Plant, 4600 Colorado
Blvd., will be open for pick up
every Thursday through Saturday
from 8 a.m.-3 p.m., and the L.A.
Zoo parking lot, 5333 Zoo Drive,
will be open every Monday from 8
a.m.-2 p.m. Fill stations will be
closed on rainy days and city holi-
days.

For information and a list of rec-
ommended water containers, visit
ladwp.com/rwfs.

City offers residents recycled
water for irrigating landscaping 

A Los Angeles County Superior
Court judge on Aug. 1 reduced one
of the charges against Adam
Friedman, son of Beverly Hills
City Councilman Lester Friedman,
for allegedly creating a fake
Instagram account that impersonat-
ed one of his father’s political
opponents.

Adam Friedman, 37, is now
charged with two misdemeanors –
unauthorized use of personal iden-
tifying information and
internet/electronic impersonation –
for “Sharona4Gascon,” an account
that linked then-council candidate
Sharona Nazarian with Los
Angeles County District Attorney
George Gascón.

Nazarian has since won a seat on
the council, securing the second-
highest vote total behind Lester
Friedman, who won re-election.
However, Beverly Hills City
Attorney Larry Wiener said the

case would not impact the election
results.

Gascón has been controversial
since being elected, especially in
Beverly Hills, where city officials
voted to support his recall.

“We are pleased that a judge
found probable cause to allow us to
move forward with the criminal
prosecution of Mr. Friedman,” rep-
resentatives of the D.A.’s Public
Integrity Division said in a state-
ment. “This political corruption case
spotlights the ongoing need to pro-
tect the integrity of the election
process at every level of govern-
ment. We believed this conduct rep-
resented a serious breach of the
state’s identity theft laws, but respect
the judge’s decision to reduce that
criminal charge to a misdemeanor.”

Adam Friedman pleaded not
guilty on July 18. His attorney,
Leonard Friedman, did not
respond to multiple requests for
comment. A pre-trial hearing is
scheduled for Aug. 23. 

Judge reduces charge, sets 
next hearing for Friedman
By AAron Blevins                 

https://hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org


The Los Angeles Police
Department’s Wilshire Division on
July 28 responded to a protest that
resulted in three arrests for felony
vandalism after the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art’s “Urban
Light” was damaged. 

Around noon, a group of about 25
protesters gathered near the intersec-
tion of Wilshire Boulevard and
Ogden Street. 

The protest was in support of a
group, RiseUp4AbortionRights.org,
according to the LAPD. 

During the protest, two female
protesters chained themselves to a
light pole in the art exhibit, which
damaged the exhibit. One male pro-
tester threw an unknown red liquid
on the art exhibit and surrounding
area. 

LAPD made multiple attempts to
contact the group of protesters, who

refused to leave the area, police said.
Around 3:25 p.m., officers issued a
dispersal order. 

At 4 p.m., a second dispersal order
was announced, and the crowd
refused to leave the area, police said.
At 4:10 p.m., uniformed resources,
along with Metropolitan Division
officers, arrested the two women and
one man for felony vandalism. At
4:30 p.m., the area was cleared of all
protesters without incident, accord-
ing to the LAPD. 

On July 29, the LAPD identified
the three suspects as Sean David
Gorman, of Upland; Leilah Bourn,
of Los Angeles; and Victoria Eggers,
of Westminster.  

LACMA representatives said the
exhibit reopened at 7 p.m. the same
day, and it appeared that the liquid
had been cleaned up as of July 29. 

“A protest was held in front of
Urban Light on July 28, and red dye
was splashed on some lamp posts

and the concrete around the work,” a
LACMA spokesperson said.
“Repairs to the damaged portions
will be required.” 

Representatives from
RiseUp4AbortionRights.org did not
respond to a request for comment. 

According to its website,
RiseUp4AbortionRights.org formed
in January in response to the U.S.
Supreme Court considering the pos-
sibility of overturning Roe v. Wade,
which it ultimately did on June 24.
The site lists Merle Hoffman, Lori
Sokol and Sunsara Taylor as “initia-
tors.” 

On Instagram, the organization’s
Los Angeles chapter posted images
of its members chained to the light
poles with a “sea of [fake dead] bod-
ies, [coat] hangers and fake blood.” 

“I am putting my body on the line
here today as a call to action because
we cannot sit idly by as we are
robbed of our freedom, rights and
futures,” said Lavi Bourne, accord-
ing to an Instagram post. “No ‘busi-
ness as usual’ when you take away
our rights. We demand nationwide
legal abortion now.” 

“I enlisted to defend freedom not
to have mine stolen! Together we
can rise up for equality and human
rights,” said Eggers, an organizer
with the L.A. chapter of
RiseUp4AbortionRights.org and
Vets Rise For Roe, according to the
post. “This is not a protest against
LACMA, but a call to the arts com-
munity and to all of society: silence
is compliance. Start taking action
and rise up for abortion rights now.” 

The chapter’s social media
accounts also called on supporters to

help bail out the three protestors who
were arrested. 

The late Chris Burden created
“Urban Light,” which opened at
LACMA in February 2008. It
includes 202 historic streetlamps
that were operational throughout
Southern California during the
1920s and ‘30s. LACMA officials
“indisputably” consider it to be the
museum’s most popular artwork,
according to the museum’s website.  

“Damaging any work of art is a
travesty,” Greater Miracle Mile
Chamber of Commerce president
Steve Kramer said. “Not only is it an

iconic artwork – something usually
doesn’t take just a few years to
become iconic, but ‘Urban Light’
has been that. I just think it’s
wrong.” 

He said damaging a beloved piece
of artwork in the community does
not help in the fight for reproductive
rights.  

“It doesn’t bring anything to your
position, just takes away from it,”
Kramer added.  

Anyone with information regard-
ing the incident is urged to contact
the police department at
(877)LAPD247.
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“Urban Light” was damaged during an abortion protest on July 28,
according to the Los Angeles Police Department’s Wilshire Division.  

‘Urban Light’ damaged during protest

Los Angeles County vaccination
sites began administering the
Novavax vaccine on Aug. 3 after it
was recommended by the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention earlier this month.  

Unlike the Pfizer-BioNTech and
Moderna vaccines, the Novavax
vaccine was developed without the
use of mRNA technology. The
vaccine was found to be 90%
effective against mild, moderate
and severe disease in the compa-
ny’s Phase 3 clinical trial involving
30,000 participants ages 18 and

older. 
Residents 18 years and older can

get the Novavax vaccine, which is
a two-dose primary series, with the
second dose administered three
weeks after the first. Boosters are
currently not recommended, and
the Novavax vaccine is not yet
authorized for children 17 and
younger.  

Residents can walk into any
health department vaccination
location to receive the vaccine.  

For information, visit pub-
lichealth.lacounty.gov. 

County to administer new vaccine 

https://lovebeverlyhills.com


A 42-year-old man was arrested on
July 31 after he allegedly fired shots
from the balcony of an apartment
building in Hollywood, forcing the
evacuation of the nearby Hollywood
Farmers Market. After firing gun-
shots, the man barricaded himself
inside the unit, leading to a three-hour
standoff with police. 

The incident occurred at approxi-
mately 7:30 a.m. as vendors at the
market were setting up for the day.
The suspect, Joseph DeLaCruz, may
have been suffering from a mental
health emergency, authorities said.
Prior to the shooting, he threw
numerous items from the apartment
balcony onto the sidewalk and street
below, police said. Authorities
believe DeLaCruz fired a gun multi-
ple times but was not aiming at any
people. The bullets are believed to
have struck a nearby building and no
injuries were reported. 

“We don’t have a motive,” LAPD
Lt. Letisia Ruiz said. “Obviously, it
was a situation that generated a lot of
concern.” 

LAPD spokesman Carlos
Maldonado said the multiple people
called 911 when the shots rang out.
The apartment building is located on
Cosmo Street just north of Selma
Avenue. Officers arrived and evacu-
ated the surrounding area, and
attempted to get the suspect to surren-
der. After he refused, a SWAT team
was called. 

“A SWAT team used tear gas to
enter the location and the suspect was
taken into custody without incident
around 10:50 a.m.,” Maldonado said.
“The suspect was booked for being a
felon in possession of a firearm and
other gun related charges.” 

The Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office filed charges
against DeLaCruz on Aug. 2. He
faces one felony count each of shoot-
ing at an inhabited dwelling, first-
degree burglary, criminal threats, pos-
session of a firearm by a felon,
unlawful possession of ammunition,
vandalism causing $400 or more in
damage or destruction of property,
and discharge of a firearm with gross
negligence. 

“It’s extremely fortunate that no
one was injured in this brazen act of
violence,” Los Angeles County
District Attorney George Gascón
said. 

The Hollywood Farmers Market
is held every Sunday on Ivar Street
between Sunset and Hollywood

boulevards, and on Selma Avenue
between Cosmo and Vine streets.
Ivar Street is one block east of the
shooting scene, and the Hollywood
Farmers Market’s space on Selma
Avenue is approximately three
properties south of where the sus-
pect was located and arrested 

Elizabeth Bowman, director of
farmers’ market operations for
Sustainable Economic Enterprises
of Los Angeles, which operates the
Hollywood Farmers Market, said
it was the first time a shooting or
violent crime has occurred near or
at the market. She said approxi-
mately 50 to 100 people were pre-
sent when the shooting occurred,
mostly farmers and vendors. Some
fled the area when they heard shots
and others were evacuated by offi-
cers who responded and closed
streets in the area. 

“The market opens at 8 a.m. so
most of the people were just setting
up. He had been throwing things
onto the street, so people were
aware of the situation,” Bowman
said. “From what I heard, multiple
people heard the shots and called
police, and people started quickly
leaving the area. We did close the
market at that time.” 

Bowman said security guards
provide security at the market and
staff recently underwent training
for emergencies. More training will
be conducted based on the shoot-
ing, she added. 

“We have a market safety protocol
for situations when things go wrong,”
Bowman added. “We will be doing a
de-briefing as a team to see what they
were able to do, and how they were
able to respond. We’ll also be follow-
ing up with the police department.
Thankfully no one got hurt.” 

Bowman said the Hollywood
Farmers Market will reopen at 8 a.m.

on Sunday, Aug. 7, and she plans to
welcome back customers. 

“We’ll be collecting funds to offset
the costs to the farmers who weren’t
able to stay open that day,” she added.
“We encourage folks to stop by.” 

Hollywood resident Brian
Donnelly said he frequently shops at
the farmers’ market on Sundays and
took photographs in the area after
the shooting. He said the incident
was unnerving, but he believes it
was an anomaly. 

“This has been my regular farm-
ers’ market for 15 years,” Donnelly
said. “It’s just something that hap-
pened. I don’t think it’s indicative of
our neighborhood.” 
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n Man arrested after
three-hour standoff 
with police

Suspect charged in July 31 shooting
near Hollywood Farmers Market 

photo by Brian Donnelly 

Police cordoned off the area around the shooting scene and people were
evacuated from the Hollywood Farmers Market during a three-hour
standoff with the suspect. 

Authorities in Beverly Hills are
investigating how a man fell from a
tree and died on July 28 on
Coldwater Canyon Drive. 

BHPD spokesman Lt. Giovanni
Trejo said at approximately 2:48
p.m., the Beverly Hills Police
Dispatch Center received multiple
911 calls from citizens regarding an
unconscious man suffering from a
head injury in the 1100 block of
Coldwater Canyon Drive.
Paramedics pronounced the man

dead at the scene. The Los Angeles
County Department of Medical
Examiner-Coroner identified the
decedent as Roberto Ramirez, 31. 

Trejo said investigators deter-
mined Ramirez climbed a tree
along the road and fell to his death. 

“We still don’t know why he was
up on the tree, or how he climbed
the tree,” Trejo said. “At this time,
we don’t have any indication to say
he was a tree trimmer.” 

Anyone with information is
urged to call the BHPD at
(310)550-4951. 

Cause of fatal fall from tree in
Beverly Hills remains a mystery 

The CEO of two Hollywood
production companies that spe-
cialize in reality-television pro-
gramming was sentenced on July
28 to 12 months and one day in
federal prison for fraudulently
obtaining a $2 million business
loan using fabricated documents
and misrepresenting his compa-
nies’ financial circumstances. 

United States District Judge
John F. Walter sentenced
Jonathan Lee Smith, 41, of
Koreatown, and also ordered
Smith to pay $2 million in restitu-
tion. 

Smith managed and owned the
Hollywood-based production
companies Hoplite Entertainment
Inc. and Hoplite Inc. To convince
a private lender to fund a $2 mil-
lion loan in 2020, Smith falsely
represented that his two compa-
nies had accounts receivable of
$3.3 million, and he submitted
falsified license agreements and
other forgeries to back up the
claim, authorities said. 

Based on these and other mis-
representations, the lender agreed
to the loan and on Sept. 30, 2020,
transferred $1.9 million to a
Hoplite Entertainment bank
account. 

To convince the private lender
to give him additional time to
repay the loan, Smith falsely rep-
resented that payment was immi-
nent, court documents stated. He
also emailed a fake record show-
ing a $100,000 wire payment

from Hoplite Inc. to the lender. In
fact, the loan was never repaid. 

“[Smith] is an experienced
businessman in the entertainment
industry,” prosecutors said in a
sentencing memorandum. “He
knew it was wrong to lie to secure
a $2 million loan but did it any-
way. And rather than make just
one misrepresentation, [Smith]
backed up his lie with counterfeit
documents to show fake accounts
receivable and fictitious incoming
payments. The result was
straightforward and predictable.
[Smith’s] financial circumstances
were inadequate to repay the loan
he received from the private
lender, and the victim has lost $2
million because of [Smith’s] false
pretenses.” 

Producer sentenced for
scheme defrauding bank  

By edwin folven                 

By edwin folven                 

“[Smith’s] financial
circumstances

were inadequate to
repay the loan he
received from the
private lender, and
the victim has lost
$2 million because
of [Smith’s] false

pretenses.” 

-U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
Central District of California

https://www.beverlyhills.org/departments/publicworks/?NFR=1


On Aug. 3, the city of West
Hollywood opened a public mon-
keypox vaccination site in the West
Hollywood Library community
meeting room. The vaccination site
is in partnership with the Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health and follows concerns
levied by the LGBTQ+ community
about the inaccessibility of vaccina-
tion sites, which were only avail-
able in locations as far as Santa
Clarita up until Aug. 3. 

“In one of the biggest queer com-
munities in the country, [I’m baf-
fled] that this isn’t agenda item No.
1,” resident Jay Marcus said. “I’m
just frustrated by the lack of infor-
mation, by conflicting information,
by having to get information passed
on by random people through social
media and just really the utter sense
of helplessness.”  

The opening of the West
Hollywood clinic follows the Aug.
1 decision by Gov. Gavin Newsom
to declare a state of emergency in
response to the monkeypox out-
break. 

“California is working urgently
across all levels of government to
slow the spread of monkeypox,
leveraging our robust testing, con-
tact tracing and community partner-
ships strengthened during the pan-
demic to ensure that those most at
risk are our focus for vaccines,
treatment and outreach,” Newsom
said. “We’ll continue to work with
the federal government to secure
more vaccines, raise awareness
about reducing risk and stand with

the LGBTQ community fighting
stigmatization.” 

The move was praised by local
leaders, including Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors chair
Holly J. Mitchell, 2nd District. 

“This proclamation is critical in
helping us get ahead of this virus,”
Mitchell said. “By declaring a local
emergency, it allows us to cut
through the red tape to better dedi-
cate resources and educate resi-
dents on how to protect themselves
and help stop the spread. It will also
allow the county to quickly admin-
ister vaccines as more become
available and to take the necessary
efforts to obtain supplies and
enhance outreach and awareness.” 

West Hollywood Councilman
John Erickson said that 85% of
cases in the in the county were con-
tracted in an area that includes West
Hollywood. As of Aug. 1, there
were approximately 400 confirmed
cases reported in the county. 

“It’s really important that we
have vaccination sites here in the
community where a lot of the new
cases are going up,” Erickson said. 

The new clinic will be available
by appointment only, and those
seeking vaccination have to meet
the current criteria as outlined by
the county health department. Its
requirements state that the JYN-
NEOS vaccination is available for
gay or bisexual men or transgender
individuals who were diagnosed
with early syphilis or gonorrhea in
the last 12 months, have had sex
with anonymous or multiple sex
partners in the last 21 days in a
commercial sex venue or other

venue or are on HIV pre-exposure
prophylaxis, known as PrEP. 

On Aug. 2, the county added
those who have had multiple or
anonymous sex partners in the last
14 days, including engaging in
transactional sex, to the list of qual-
ifying vaccination candidates.
Those who are immunosuppressed
will be prioritized. Doses remain
limited. 

“I’m grateful to my colleagues
and our staff … to address this issue
in the community and to make sure
that resources are here, right in our
1.9 square miles, as well as avail-
able to everyone in the region,”
Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath
said. 

Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne
argued that guidelines for vaccina-
tions should be expanded, pointing
out that, as a skin-to-skin contact
disease, monkeypox could spread
easily to other populations. 

“Something that we learned
through the pandemic is that our
frontline workers, people who were
exposed really on the frontlines,
needed to get vaccines and needed
equipment to protect them,” Shyne
said. “I’ve really been thinking a lot
about how … by skin-to-skin con-
tact you get monkeypox, so think-
ing of people who work at spas,
massage therapists, hotel workers
… we have to help those folks and
make sure that the vaccine is
expanded to include those workers,
because this can have you out for
eight weeks. But there is no supple-
mental pay for these workers.” 

The Los Angeles LGBT Center is
also receiving a limited number of

doses and has been involved with
the county in addressing the out-
break. The center’s director of poli-
cy and community building, Joey
Espinoza-Hernandez, said, howev-
er, that the overall government
response remains lacking. 

“Are there enough resources to
really be able to address testing,
vaccinations and treatment, and the
answer is categorically no,”
Espinoza-Hernandez said. “There
just aren’t enough resources to be
able to do that. Any additional per-
son who gets monkeypox is another

misstep in the health care system,
and so the question will just contin-
ue to be, ‘Is it scaling up fast
enough?’” 

To pre-register for a vaccination,
visit ph.lacounty.gov/monkey-
poxsignup. When an appointment
is available, the county will follow
up with a text message with instruc-
tions on how to book a time. For
information on the outbreak, visit
ph.lacounty.gov/monkeypox. The
West Hollywood Library commu-
nity meeting room is located at 647
N. San Vicente Blvd. 
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photo by Rance Collins 

Monkeypox vaccinations are now available by appointment only at the
West Hollywood Library. 

WeHo opens monkeypox vaccination clinic
By rance collins                 

http://lajhealth.org


The Beverly Hills City Council
on Aug. 2 unanimously approved a
resolution calling on the United
Nations to disband the
Independent International
Commission of Inquiry on the
Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem and
Israel. 

According to a staff report, the
item was brought forth by
Councilman John Mirisch after
two commission members alleged-
ly made antisemitic statements. 

“Sadly, we see once again that
the United Nations and some of its
various associated agencies show

their pathological hatred of Jews,
and the attempt to delegitimize
Israel is nothing short of anti-
semitism, also known as ‘geo-
hatred,’” he said.  

Mirisch said one of the commis-
sioners made a “very cynical
attempt” to trivialize Israel’s exis-
tence, but the U.N. has made sev-
eral attempts to deny the connec-
tion between “the Jewish people
and our ancestral homeland.” 

According to a press release, the
U.N.’s Human Rights Council on
May 27 held a special session on
“the grave human rights situation
in the occupied Palestinian territo-
ry, including East Jerusalem” and
adopted a resolution “ensuring

respect for international human
rights law and international
humanitarian law in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem and in Israel.” 

Through the resolution, the
council decided to “urgently estab-
lish an ongoing, independent,
international commission of
inquiry to investigate, in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem and in
Israel, all alleged violations of
international humanitarian law and
abuses of international human
rights law leading up and since 13
April 2021,” the release stated.  

The resolution requested that the
commission “investigate all under-
lying root causes of recurrent ten-
sions, instability and protraction of
conflict, including systematic dis-
crimination and repression based
on national, ethnic, racial or reli-
gious identity,” according to the
release.  

Beverly Hills policy and man-
agement analyst Cindy Owens
said one of the commission mem-
bers, Chris Sidoti, of Australia,
recently stated that “accusations of
antisemitism are thrown around
like rice at weddings.” 

She declined to repeat some of
the comments by Commissioner
Miloon Kothari, of India, but they
were included in a staff report. 

“Yes, [Israel] has been illegal
from the beginning,” Kothari said
in an interview with David
Kattenburg. “One of our roles is to
look at human rights law, interna-
tional law, criminal law, and on all
three counts, Israel is in systemic
violation of all the legislation. I
would go so far as to raise the ques-
tion of why they are even a mem-
ber of the U.N., as the Israeli gov-
ernment does not respect its own
obligations as a U.N. member
state. They consistently, either
directly or through the U.S., try to
undermine U.N. mechanisms.” 

Further, according to the staff
report, Kothari on July 25 stated
that “we are very disheartened by
the social media, whether con-
trolled by the Jewish Lobby or spe-

cific NGOs, a lot of money is being
thrown to try and discredit us.” 

Israeli-American Civic Action
Network Dillon Hosier said the
commission was created to destroy
the future state of Israel. He said a
federal bill has been introduced to
ensure that the U.S. does not help
fund the commission. 

“Some may question the coun-
cil’s involvement on international
issues such as this, but at a time
when antisemitism is on the rise
and the safety and security of
Jewish people around the world is
at risk, your care, concern and
attention to these issues is so
important for our community,”
Hosier said.  

Beverly Hills Councilwoman
Sharona Nazarian suggested that
the council pen a letter to its feder-
al legislators, and Councilman

Lester Friedman agreed. 
“What we’re seeing here is true

antisemitism,” Friedman added.  
Mirisch suggested that the city

try to find additional municipali-
ties to get involved. 

“We should ask other organiza-
tions and other cities to join us,
and we should make it clear that
anti-Jewish racism is not accept-
able,” he said.  

Vice Mayor Julian Gold sup-
ported raising awareness about the
commission, saying that the com-
ments were “disgusting.” 

“If there weren’t ladies present,
I might say something else,” he
added. 

Mayor Lili Bosse said she hopes
other organizations and municipal-
ities get involved. 

“I’m very proud to stand very
strongly against this,” she added.  
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Beverly Hills denounces U.N. commission 
By AAron Blevins                 

Notable Quotes

“You know, friends, so many people have wished me congratulations
on a 67-year career in baseball, and they've wished me a wonderful
retirement with my family, and now, all I can do is tell you what I wish
for you. May God give you, for every storm, a rainbow; for every tear,
a smile; for every care, a promise; and a blessing in each trial. For
every problem life seems, a faithful friend to share; for every sigh, a
sweet song, and an answer for each prayer. 

You and I have been friends for a long time, but I know in my heart
that I’ve always needed you more than you’ve ever needed me, and I’ll
miss our time together more than I can say. But you know what? There
will be a new day, and eventually, a new year. And when the upcoming
winter gives way to spring, rest assured, once again, it will be time for
Dodger baseball. So this is Vin Scully, wishing you a very pleasant
good afternoon, wherever you may be.”  

Vin Scully 
November 29, 1927 – August 2, 2022 

Vin Scully’s final Dodger broadcast signoff,  
October 2, 2016 

Mayor Lili Bosse poses with visitors at the pop-up “200 Trunks, 200
Visionaries” Louis Vuitton exhibit, located at 468 N. Rodeo Drive, dur-
ing an Aug. 3 “Business with Bosse” event. The exhibit honors the
birthday of the company’s founder, Louis Vuitton, who was born on
Aug. 4, 1821. 

photo by Rance Collins 

Louis Vuitton exhibit hosts Bosse

https://www.malibuclothesbh.com


The Los Angeles City Council
on July 27 adopted resolutions
declaring the results of the June 7
Primary Election, including the
passage of the city of Los Angeles’
Measure BB, which allows the city
to implement an additional con-
tracting bid preference for busi-
nesses that are located in the city
of Los Angeles. 

The measure, authored by
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, amends the city charter to
add “city of Los Angeles” to the
definition of “local” in Section
371a. of the charter. 

“It’s not a secret to this group
that businesses in LA – particular-
ly the small businesses that make

up about 97% of businesses in
L.A. County – have taken an enor-
mous hit over the last two years,”
Koretz said. “At the height of the
pandemic, businesses were shut-
tering their doors left and right,
and there were about 300,000
Angelenos out of work. This at a
time when rents, utilities, insur-
ance, sales taxes and business
taxes also place businesses in the
city of L.A. at a competitive disad-
vantage. This measure will open
up the city’s financial purse and
contracting dollars to local busi-
nesses and help L.A.’s business
community regain the foot-hold
they had before the pandemic.” 

Currently, businesses operating

in Los Angeles receive the same
point preference on bids to do
business with the city as business-
es operating in Santa Clarita or
Lancaster. 

Furthermore, based on data
compiled by the city of Los
Angeles’ Bureau of Contract
Administration during 2018-2019,
only 7%, or one in 15, local busi-
ness enterprise awards went to city
businesses as a result of the city’s
Local Business Preference
Program. Those businesses
secured only one-quarter of 1% –
or $96,000 out of a potential $41.5
million – in contracting dollars
awarded through the program. 

“I’ve spent the last 35 years in

government, 10 of which I spent
serving on the city of L.A.’s
Budget and Finance Committee,
bucking the trend, identifying effi-
ciencies to make government work

better, and like Measure BB, push-
ing government to work better for
Angelenos,” Koretz added. “This
is what I’ll continue to do during
my time in office.” 
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A Los Angeles County Superior
Court jury has awarded the
Beverly Hills Unified School
District approximately $1 million
in its eminent domain case against
the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority. 

According to the district’s board
of education, the BHUSD was
seeking approximately $52 million
in the eminent domain case regard-
ing Metro’s Purple Line Extension
project tunneling under Beverly
Hills High School and the BHUSD
district offices.  

“Today, we received the verdict
regarding the final chapter of our
MTA journey,” BHUSD

Superintendent of School Michael
Bregy said. “We are disappointed
in the decision as we were opti-
mistic that the jury would have
seen the merits of our case and
awarded a more favorable result.
However, with this conclusion,
there is now no pending litigation
with MTA and we are moving for-
ward. 

“The good news is we will begin
the new school year with a fresh
start in so many areas. The
BHUSD community deserves our
full attention to be focused on
teaching and learning. This sum-
mer, our leadership team and the
board of education restructured
our foundation for excellence. We
are well positioned to welcome
you back and hit the ground run-

ning. I am excited to continue
working with you as we reimagine
education together.”  

BHUSD President Mary Wells
also denounced the jury’s decision.  

“We are very disappointed with
the results,” she said.
“Unfortunately, the results repre-
sent years of decision-making by
the prior board majorities along
with former attorneys and con-
struction/bond manager.
Thankfully, this chapter of our his-
tory is over and I am excited to
move forward with greater trans-
parency as well as better fiscal and
legal management with our new
team in place.” 

Metro representatives did not
respond to a request for comment
by deadline. 

By AAron Blevins              

BHUSD disappointed by jury decision

The Starbucks store on Santa Monica Boulevard in West Hollywood
closed permanently on July 31 due to safety and security concerns,
according to the company. It was one of six locations to close in the
Los Angeles area that day. In July, a Starbucks spokesperson said
the closure was not the result of any particular incident, and that sev-
eral of the shuttered locations were well-frequented. He said home-
lessness, the mental health crisis, substance abuse, the civil unrest
and the COVID-19 pandemic all played a role in the company’s deci-
sion.  

photo courtesy of Jerome Cleary 

Starbucks store closes in WeHo 

L.A. firms to get first dibs on contract opportunities 

https://beverlyhills.org/citymanager/mayorandcouncilmembers/livewithlili/?NFR=1
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ject, and Neuman said care was
taken to ensure the new structure
will be recessed away from the
library to cause the least amount of
impact.

The proposed project would be
located on the southern border of
the Hollywood Media District, an
area roughly located between
Fountain and Melrose avenues, and
La Brea Avenue and Vine Street,
which includes many studios pro-
duction facilities. What’s missing,
Neuman said, is office space serv-
ing the industry. He added that
many other buildings just north of
the project are four to five stories
tall.

“This is a quarter that has been
recognized by the city as one of the
main corridors for the development
of media technology and servicing
of the entertainment community,”
he said. “And this project was
designed exclusively to service

those businesses.” 
The parcel straddles the 5th and

13th council districts.
Representatives for Los Angeles
City Councilman Mitch O’Farrell,
13th District, and Paul Koretz, 5th
District, said at the meeting that
they hope the developer and com-
munity leaders can come together
to address concerns, particularly
over height. The project next goes
for a review by the City Council’s
Planning and Land Use
Management Committee, and later
the full City Council. No dates have
been scheduled yet. 

In the meantime, Chvatal-Keane
said she is not going to give up the
fight.

“It does not need to be five sto-
ries tall. It will tower over our
neighborhood,” Chvatal-Keane
said. “Hancock Park is literally
across the street. It’s not NIMBY,
it’s compatibility with us.” 

 A five-story project at Melrose
Avenue and Seward Street that was
unanimously supported by the Los
Angeles City Planning
Commission on July 28 is opposed
by the Hancock Park Homeowners
Association, South Hollywood
Neighborhood Association,
Larchmont Village Neighborhood
Association, Windsor Square
Association and Greater Wilshire
Neighborhood Council. 

The groups worry that the build-
ing will tower over other properties
in the surrounding community, cre-
ate more traffic and open the door
for similar projects in the future.
The proposed building would be
more than 30 feet taller than the 45-
feet allowed under current zoning
in the area. The homeowners asso-
ciations have formed a coalition
and have retained a land-use attor-
ney to represent them as the project

progresses through the approval
process.

Developer David Simon and his
BARDAS Investment Group are
proposing the 77-foot project with
67,242 square feet of offices and
647 square feet of retail space. The
building is located on the north side
of Melrose Avenue on the border of
Hollywood and Hancock Park. It
will create more office space for the
entertainment industry, according
to representatives of the developer. 

“We are opposing the height and
design,” said Cindy Chvatal-Keane,
president of the Hancock Park
Homeowners Association, speak-
ing on behalf of the coalition. “This
is not a lot of NIMBY people who
don’t have a stake in this. We are
concerned because it is going to
have an enormous impact on our
neighborhood, and it sets a prece-
dent. Nobody says, ‘don’t build.’
We just object to the height.” 

Chvatal-Keane said she was not

surprised by the planning commis-
sion decision to recommend the
project, and was not dissuaded by
the decision. 

“We knew that was going to hap-
pen,” she said. “We will continue to
voice opposition to the height and
design.”

Jerry Neuman, who represented
the developer at the planning com-
mission hearing on July 28, said
the building has gone through a
series of refinements in design
aimed at reducing the project’s
impact on the community. The
design incorporates different lev-
els, so the tallest portion is located
toward the front and center, away
from surrounding parcels, he said.
A majority of the structure will be
four stories or fewer, including
along the west side where it bor-
ders a residential property on June
Street. The John C. Fremont
branch library is located on a parcel
directly east of the proposed pro-

Melrose and Seward project raises ire of residents 

rendering courtesy of BARDAS Investment Group 

The project would create new office space at the corner Melrose Avenue
and Seward Street. 

Metro is advising about construc-
tion on the Purple Line Extension
project in August at many locations
along the tunnel alignment under
Wilshire Boulevard. Crews will be
working underground in subway sta-
tions, in construction staging yards
and at street level along the route. 

At the eastern end of the project, a
K-rail work zone will be in place
through the end of 2022 on Wilshire
Boulevard at Rimpau Boulevard.
Only two lanes are open in each
direction between Muirfield Road
and June Street. 

Near Wilshire/La Brea, crews are
restoring curbs and gutters through
early November after completing
street restoration work. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
Mansfield and La Brea avenues, and
left turns from Wilshire Boulevard to
Orange Drive and Sycamore Avenue
will be restricted. 

Farther west, work continues on
the future subway stations at
Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire/La
Cienega. Crews are working in con-
struction staging yards at both loca-
tions and underground on adjacent
rooms and passageways. At
Wilshire/Fairfax, plans call for 10
weekends of weekend closures on
Wilshire Boulevard from Sept. 9-
Dec. 19 for street restoration.
Detours will be in place around the
work, which will be completed in
phases.

At Wilshire/La Cienega, station
backfilling and utility restoration
activities are anticipated to begin in
August. The work is anticipated to
occur overnight on weeknights, and
during the day on weekends.
Additional details on work hours and
start dates will be available in future
construction notices. 

Work on passageways and rooms
adjacent to the subway station is also
occurring near Wilshire/La Cienega.
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced
to two lanes in each direction
between San Vicente and La Cienega
boulevards. Left turns from Wilshire
Boulevard to Gale Drive and Tower
Drive are restricted from both direc-
tions. Intermittent bump outs may be
in place between 9 a.m.-4 p.m.,
reducing westbound Wilshire
Boulevard to a single lane. 

Near Wilshire/Rodeo, work con-
tinues on the underground station,
and in a staging yard near Wilshire
Boulevard and Reeves Drive.
Ground improvement work to pre-

pare for the construction of cross pas-
sage tunnels will continue to
progress in August. Backfilling work
for the future station is expected
between Linden and McCarty drives.
Work hours are 8 a.m.-11 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. At least one
lane in each direction on Wilshire
Boulevard will be closed. 

Construction of the underground
station at Wilshire/Rodeo will be
ongoing through 2024. Lanes on
Wilshire Boulevard may be intermit-
tently reduced between El Camino
and Crescent drives. 

Excavation for the future Century
City subway station is ongoing
beneath Constellation Boulevard.
Utility work continues to progress on
moving a sewer and storm drain out-
side of the project site. The utility
relocation work is anticipated to be
complete at the end of January 2023. 

Excavation continues for the
underground station beneath
Constellation Boulevard through the
first quarter of 2023. Partial traffic
lane closures are currently in place
on Constellation Boulevard to facili-
tate station excavation, hauling and
material delivery for station con-
struction. Avenue of the Stars will be
reduced to one lane northbound and
southbound at Constellation
Boulevard.

Preparation for subway station
construction also continues in
Westwood. Decking on Wilshire
Boulevard between Westwood
Boulevard and Veteran Avenue is
anticipated to begin in mid-August.
The work will be done in stages on
approximately 14 weekends through
November. Lane reductions will be
in place on Wilshire Boulevard
between Veteran and Glendon
avenues, and traffic may be detoured. 

Metro is also advising about an

overnight onramp closure to the 405
Freeway through Aug. 10 in prepara-
tion for subway station construction.
The southbound 405 Freeway
onramp will be closed from 11 p.m.-
6 a.m. for traffic traveling eastbound
on Wilshire Boulevard. 

For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net, or
visit metro.net. 

Metro plans more subway work in August 

By edwin folven                 

photo courtesy of Metro 

Crews are installing wells to
remove water from the ground dur-
ing construction.

https://www.freehand.com
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Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
has appointeed Ted Allen as city
engineer and executive director of
the Bureau of Engineering. 

Allen has served the city of Los
Angeles for nearly 29 years. He
started his career with the Bureau
of Engineering in 1993 as a civil
engineering assistant, shortly after
graduating from UCLA. He has
served the last eight years as
deputy city engineer, overseeing
projects such as BuildLA, the
Racial Equity Action Plan and
BOE’s technology strategy. 

“Infrastructure is a building
block and a starting point from
which a city can develop equitably.
That is why I am proud to appoint
Ted Allen to lead our Bureau of
Engineering, someone who under-
stands the critical role infrastruc-
ture plays in development,”
Garcetti said. “I am excited to see
what Ted will accomplish in the
future as BOE lead.” 

As city engineer and executive
director of the Bureau of
Engineering, Allen will oversee
approximately 900 staff members
in a department with an annual
budget of $110 million. He will
lead the bureau’s delivery of an
estimated 400 public projects.

Upon council confirmation, he will
replace City Engineer Gary Lee
Moore, who is retiring. 

“I am honored and excited to fol-
low in the steps of Gary Lee Moore
as the next city engineer,” Allen
said. “The Bureau of Engineering
is a wonderful organization made
up of incredible people. I look for-
ward to continuing to advance our
great city and deliver quality pro-
jects and services more efficiently
and equitably for all Angelenos.”  

Moore is retiring after 37 years
of service to the city. Under his
leadership, the Bureau of
Engineering made significant
advances in technology, sustain-
ability and gender equity, as well as
transparency and accountability
through data, Garcetti said. 

“Thank you to Gary Lee Moore
for decades of service to Los
Angeles and for leading the depart-
ment with the highest standards of
excellence,” the mayor added. 

“It has been the honor of a life-
time to serve as city engineer for
nearly 19 years,” Moore said. “For
the last eight years, Ted Allen has
been a key member of my execu-
tive team and I know that he will
make an exceptional city engi-
neer.” 

Mayor Garcetti appoints longtime
leader as new city engineer

Streetscape improvements will
be coming to the Hollywood Walk
of Fame next summer through
funds from Metro’s Measure M
Metro Active Transport program.
Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, announced
on July 28 that the funds will be
used for “quick-build” elements of
the project. 

“For three years, most of it dur-
ing an unprecedented global pan-
demic, we’ve been working to
bring transformative improve-
ments to the Hollywood Walk of
Fame,” O’Farrell said. “Despite the
challenges brought by COVID-19,
we have continued to move for-
ward, and I’m proud to share that
major upgrades are on the horizon.
The city’s partnership with Metro
will bring to life beautifully
designed improvements, centered
around pedestrians and transit rid-
ers, to the heart of Hollywood.” 

Metro’s Board of Directors
voted unanimously in January
2021 to award $7.2 million in MAT
funding for improvements on
Hollywood Boulevard. The quick-
build streetscape project will
include the conversion of most of
the parking lane on Hollywood
Boulevard between Orange Drive
and Gower Street into an expanded
pedestrian zone. It will also include
a cohesively designed system of
street furnishings, including tables
and chairs for sidewalk dining, bus
shelters, bicycle racks, transit
kiosks, benches, planters and land-
scaping, including additional shade
trees. New consolidated bus stops
with boarding platforms and will
be included, as well as more space
for activities such as sidewalk
vending, temporary art installa-
tions, music and cultural perfor-
mances. The project will increase
pedestrian safety and reduce pedes-
trian crossings along Hollywood
Boulevard, O’Farrell said. 

“Metro is proud to be a funding
partner with the city of Los

Angeles on this important active
transportation project on
Hollywood Boulevard,” Metro
Board chair Ara Najarian added.
“These new improvements will not
only make this iconic corridor
more walkable and bikeable, they
will also help Metro’s customer
experience by improving shade at
area bus stops and integrating our
Next Gen approach to bus opera-
tions. Thank you to our Metro
Board, Councilmember O’Farrell
and the Metro team who worked so
hard on this project. I can’t wait to
break ground.” 

In January 2021, Metro also
funded environmental review for a
larger portion of the Hollywood
Walk of Fame Master Plan. An ini-
tial concept of the larger plan was
released in 2020 and envisions
wider sidewalks, protected bicycle
lanes, additional shade trees and
pedestrian safety enhancements
along Hollywood Boulevard. As
part of O’Farrell’s HEART of
Hollywood initiative, the city
invested approximately $4 million
in June 2019 to kick-start the Walk
of Fame Master Plan effort and hire
a design team led by Gensler. As
part of an ongoing strategy, the city
has conducted robust community
engagement and has held 65 round-
table discussions, in addition to
other public meetings, in-person
and virtual open houses and an
online survey. Two design phases
have been completed, with a third
anticipated to begin this fall. 

O’Farrell said the city has been
proactive in seeking grant funding
and additional resources to fund
the full construction of the Walk of
Fame Master Plan. Through a part-
nership with the Southern
California Association of
Governments, the city is currently
studying the feasibility of a possi-
ble tax increment financing district
in the area that could fund infra-
structure improvements. 

“The Walk of Fame quick-build
improvements will be a game

changer for Hollywood
Boulevard,” said Kathleen
Rawson, president and CEO of the
Hollywood Partnership. “The
placemaking infrastructure will not
only enhance the pedestrian experi-
ence by providing a more pleasant
environment, it will also serve as a
motivating factor for reinvestment
in the private properties along the
street. Now is the time for bold
moves in Hollywood, and this pro-
ject is an example of how our local
leaders can make real change in the
public realm for the betterment of
our community.” 

For information, visit cd13.com. 

Metro funds granted for upgrades in Hollywood 

rendering courtesy of Councilman Mitch O’Farrell’s Office 

Hollywood Boulevard will undergo a dramatic transformation under the
HEART of Hollywood initiative. 

https://www.bhtota.org


Block by Block 
ambassadors
are a welcome 
surprise

 WeHo’s Block by Block ambas-
sadors are a welcome surprise 

Re “WeHo defends Block by
Block ambassador,” July 21 issue 

I have been a resident of West
Hollywood for over 30 years and I
will admit the city is in decline with
so many businesses closed. 

But I have been to the park on
San Vicente near the sheriff’s sta-
tion and I noticed there were two of
these safety ambassadors standing
at attention near the public restroom
inside the park. I asked them what
they were doing [and] they said
they were keeping an eye on every-
thing in the park. This, I will admit,
was a welcome surprise. 

Gil Moreno 
West Hollywood

Explore options before
removing trees on
Crescent Heights

Re “Trees to be removed on
Crescent Heights,” July 28 issue 

Despite the existence of numer-
ous alternatives to retaining street
trees employed by other cities, the
only alternatives to tree removal
our Urban Forestry Division con-
siders under the city’s Sidewalk
Repair Program is a root pruning
approach for retaining trees that
disqualifies most of the mature
street trees in the city, according to
International Society of
Arboriculture best management
practices.

But if the adjacent property own-
ers want to keep their street trees,
they can. That’s because they actu-
ally own those trees. 

According the city, “whoever
owns the fee title in the parking or
parkway owns the trees that grow
thereon, which are a part of the real-
ty, subject to the power to remove
or regulate their growth when nec-
essary to the enjoyment of the street
for purposes of travel” (City of Los
Angeles Bureau of Street Services
2008).

The problem here is that the city
does not provide watering or care
for the trees it plants after three
years, except pruning when funding
allows, and most property owners
don’t want to be personally respon-
sible for watering and routine main-
tenance of trees the city plants. The
lack of care is why our street trees
tend to be short-lived and why we
have a lot of tree sidewalk conflicts. 

The affected homeowners should
now focus their efforts on the
replacement trees. Make sure the
city plants the largest native tree
species possible because we need
native trees for birds and biodiver-
sity. 

Our local native trees are the
most appropriate trees for our cli-

mate and extended droughts, yet
only 3% of our street trees are
native right now. Our native trees
also pretty much like to be left
alone after three years, which
makes them the perfect choice for a
city that doesn’t want to care for
trees.

Diana Nicole 
Studio City 

The largest of the trees – the one
tree at the Chevron – has plenty of
room to take the sidewalk around it,
so this planned removal is particu-
larly frustrating. 

Brad Cobb 
West Hollywood 
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light duty vehicles. 
In May 2022, the National

Highway Traffic Safety
Administration adopted more strin-
gent fuel economy standards for
2024-26 vehicles. Feuer joined a
multi-state coalition that urged the
NHTSA to adopt those standards,
and a similar coalition now seeking
to join NHTSA in defending the
standards from challenges filed by
several other states and a petroleum
industry group. 

“These vital new fuel economy
standards will save us money at the
pump, steer us toward more energy
independence and help combat the
climate crisis – the most pressing
environmental issue of our time,”
Feuer said. “From the wildfires
burning in Northern California to
the extreme drought we’re con-
fronting as Angelenos, the climate

crisis is impacting us all. My office
is proud once again to join cities
and states across our nation in fight-
ing for common sense solutions,
like more stringent fuel economy
standards, to save our planet." 

Under the Energy Policy
Conservation Act, NHTSA is
required to set standards to improve
vehicle fuel economy and reduce
energy consumption. During the
Trump Administration, NHTSA
removed fuel economy standards
for 2022-26 vehicles – a move that
the states subsequently challenged
in court. The coalition argued that
the fuel economy standards are crit-
ically important to states, which
have a responsibility to protect res-
idents from rising gas prices and
negative impacts from higher fuel
consumption. For information, visit
lacityattorney.org. 

Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, celebrated
work on Aug. 2 on a new mural
commemorating the 50th anniver-
sary of the Pride Parade in Los
Angeles, as well as its historic
roots in Hollywood. 

Located at 6720 Hollywood
Blvd., at McCadden Place, where
the world’s first permitted Pride
Parade was held in 1970, the art-
work was commissioned by
O’Farrell and the Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs. It
will depict historic leaders from
Los Angeles’ LGBTQ+ movement.
The work was designed by David
Puck and is being painted by Ian
Robertson.

“Art plays a pivotal role in
telling our history and educating
future generations,” O’Farrell said.
“Following Pride’s historic return
to Hollywood this past June, I’m

proud to partner with Los Angeles’
LGBTQ+ community, the
Department of Cultural Affairs,
artist David Puck and painter Ian
Robertson to bring this mural to
life, which not only celebrates
Hollywood's foundational contri-
bution to Los Angeles’ LGBTQ+
movement but calls attention to the
individuals who paved the way
toward a more just and equitable
Los Angeles.” 

The artists were chosen through
a public selection process that
included a community meeting and
a meeting of LGBTQ+ leaders.
The goal is to acknowledge Los
Angeles and Hollywood’s contri-
bution to the local LGBTQ+ move-
ment; inspire, educate and com-
memorate the diversity legacy of
the movement; serve as a marker
for the history of the site; and cele-
brate historic gains over the past 50
years. Local LGBTQ+ leaders fea-

tured on the mural include Sir Lady
Java, a transgender rights activist,
performer and trailblazer in the
Black LGBTQ+ community; Tim
Dang, longtime artistic director of
East West Players, the nation’s
largest Asian American theater
organization; Mia Yamamoto, a
pioneering transgender attorney
and civil rights activist; and Karina
Samala, a longtime activist.
Activist in Los Angeles’ transgen-
der community. 

For information, visit cd13.lac-
ity.org. 

Mural honors history of LGBTQ+ movement 

photo courtesy of the 13th District council office 

Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, left, joined painter Ian Robertson at the new
mural at Hollywood Boulevard and McCadden Place.

Feuer continues fight for tighter fuel standards 

Letters to the Editor

Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer on Aug. 1 joined a multi-state
coalition that filed a motion in fed-
eral court to intervene in defense of
federal fuel economy standards for

https://www.theagencyre.com
https://diamondfoamandfabric.com
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The voice under the pillow 
What was it? The essence, the

spirit, the twinkle? If you didn’t
appreciate Vin Scully, I have noth-
ing to say to you. If you did, please
listen up. 

For generations of L.A. baseball
fans, he was the voice under the pil-
low. Mom and Dad would say
goodnight, and kids would finish
the day listening to the Dodger
game called by Scully on a transis-
tor radio under their hot pillow. He
painted word pictures. The tones?
Pure pudding. Pillow talk meets
prayers.

From San Marino to Burbank,
across the valleys, across the state,
Scully was the voice on the car
stereo all over Southern California,
in the convertibles while you cruised
with dad, at backyard cookouts.

His email was
Red@ladodgers.com. When he
wrote to you, it was in ALL-CAPS.
Simple. Plus it saved time, so he
could address all the requests. And
somehow, he always responded.
Two weeks ago, I checked in with
him and didn’t hear back. I knew
then. I knew then that he didn’t
have anything left. 

He’d hate this fuss, by the way,
all the accolades, all the “greatest
ever” gushing.  I’m convinced that
he put off retirement for so long
because he dreaded all the cere-
monies, the tributes.

To some degree, he was a big
ham, sure – all announcers are.
Mostly, he just wanted to show up
at the press box and do his work. In
the later years, his wife Sandi hired
him a car service, to get him to the
games from his home in the Valley.
Dozens of fans waited outside the
press box for him to appear. He

wasn’t Elvis. It was more meaning-
ful than that. 

Indeed, no mayor, no celebrity,
no athlete ever captured the hearts
of this whacky city the way this
humble man did. He represented all
that was good about it. The class.
The professionalism. He thrived,
for gawd’s sakes, in a town where
people put makeup in their hair and
paint their Cadillacs pink.

Baseball anoints only so many
folk heroes. No committee decides
it. Just happens. Mickey Mantle.
Willie Mays. Sandy Koufax. And
finally Scully. Vincent Edward
Scully, the most unlikely folk hero
of all. 

A few years ago, while still a
sportswriter for the Los Angeles
Times, I penned a piece on the
musical qualities of Vinny’s voice.
A couple of USC music professors
helped me break it down. 

“The cords compress the air in a
very natural fashion,” professor
Jeffrey Allen explained. “There's no
muscling of the instrument. It's just
organic. It just flows through him. 

“You're dealing with a virtuoso
instrument.”

His colleague Chris Sampson
found a waltz-like rhythm to
Scully’s broadcasts. 

“It's swinging,” Sampson said.

“In every instance that I've heard,
he's always had swing to it.” 

I wrote then that Scully’s lyri-
cism can probably be traced to the
big-band era of his youth. Scully
says he always loved the greats he
grew up with: Glenn Miller,
Tommy Dorsey, Bing Crosby, Nat
King Cole and, of course, Frank
Sinatra.

“I also love Broadway musicals
to this day,” he told me. 

While in college at Fordham,
Scully was the school's center field-
er. He was also a member of the
Shaving Mugs, a barbershop quar-
tet. But Scully scoffed at the idea
that he had much in the way of
musical gifts. 

“Good grief, I must be the only
[person] who is off key while
speaking,” he said with typical self-
deprecation.

The music professors disagreed. 
“It's just amazing how he stays in

cadence,” said Sampson, who stud-
ied several of Scully's calls for
rhythm, key signatures, tonality. 

Sampson's analysis included a
clip of a game-winning home run
that preserved a Fernando
Valenzuela victory during the
height of Fernandomania. 

“It's gone, Fernando, it's gone,”
Scully says as the crowd roars, a
phrasing Sampson says came in
three-quarter time, like a waltz ... 1-
2-3, 1-2-3, 1-2-3. 

“He's not only giving color
analysis, he's giving a concert,”
said Allen. 

Know how you can recognize
Paul McCartney after one note?
Same with Elton John or Joni
Mitchell. Same with Scully. It’s a
claw hook. A chord.  

Don Larsen’s perfect game.
Gibby’s homer. Clayton Kershaw’s
no-hitter in 2016. The emotional
inflection was spot on. The volume
rose to match the moment. 

“One out to go,” Scully said of
Kershaw’s no-hitter. “One miser-
able, measly out.” 

“A cotton-candy sky with a
canopy of blue…looks good
enough to eat,” he said once while
setting the stage for a game. 

Tonally, he was an Irish tenor.
Spiritually, he was baseball’s Frank
Sinatra.

Full of swing, moxie, and sonic
opulence, he used his voice like a

horn.
He also used something that can

be so unfashionable in a giant, jan-
gly city like Los Angeles. He used
his heart. 

Damn, I'm sad. Tommy Lasorda
never really matched the public's
perception of him. But Vinny sure
did. Pure class. And in the town that
invented stardom, he was our
biggest and most-beloved star. We
were so lucky.  

RIP, dear friend. 

Erskine’s columns appear here
weekly. Email him at
Letters@ChrisErskineLA.com

by  
Chris  
Erskine

photos courtesy of the Los Angeles Dodgers

Walter “Red” Barber hired Vin Scully and invited him to join the Dodgers
in 1950. Scully said Barber was his mentor, and he used that advice
throughout his career.

to Sandy Koufax to Duke Snider to
Gil Hodges. Maybe most impor-
tantly, he connected us to each
other.” 

The councilman said Scully was
the “best in humanity,” “pure class”
and a “complete mensch.” Mirisch
said Scully “was the voice of his
childhood,” as he often fell asleep
with a transistor radio under his pil-
low, listening to Dodgers games.  

“The Dodgers have done more to
create common community among
Southern California’s diverse popu-
lations than almost anything else. A
lot of that was Vin Scully,” Mirisch
added.

He mentioned one of Scully’s
signature moves – letting the roar of
the crowd tell the story rather than
him.

“I can’t really imagine a world
without Vin Scully,” Mirisch said.
“I can’t imagine the Dodgers with-
out Vin Scully. It maybe is an
overused phrase, but we shall never
see his likes again.” 

He also noted that the Dodgers
beat the San Francisco Giants on
Aug. 2, 9-5. 

“At least in that respect, all is as
it should be,” Mirisch added. 

Over the years, Scully made him-
self available to reporters at the
Beverly Press/Park Labrea News,
starting with an in-person interview
with this reporter at Dodger
Stadium in 2012, at the beginning
of his 64th season calling Dodgers
games.

“I don’t think anyone envisions
living a certain number of years,
and I certainly never thought I’d be
broadcasting,” he said at the time.
“When I first started, I mean, it was
day to day. You know, worrying

that you wouldn’t lose your job or
mess up on the air or whatever. It
took several years before I was able
to relax and think that I was reason-
ably accepted.” 

At the time, Scully was determin-
ing year-to-year whether he would
continue to return to the press box.
At 85, he said “love, pure and sim-
ple” is what kept him coming back.

“Love of the game, love of the
people, and I just really enjoy being
with people,” Scully added. “And I
was just not ready to say goodbye. I
don’t know if I’ll ever be ready, but
I know a time will come when I
will say goodbye.” 

At that point, the biggest moment

of his career was still the Brooklyn
Dodgers’ victory over the New
York Yankees in the 1955 World
Series, he said.

“It just happened I was on the last
half of the game, working with Mel
Allen,” Scully said. “I was able to
say that the Brooklyn Dodgers were
champions of the world. That was a
big moment. I’d been with them
since 1950, and I knew their frus-
trations. They always got so close
and always lost. Then, in ’55 they
won, and I understood. So that was
a great emotion. We’ve had so
many. I had great emotion, really,
when Henry Aaron hit the homerun
to break Babe Ruth’s mark. I just
happened to be there – you know,
luck.

“There have been a lot of
moments. Then, I’ve had great

moments in golf and great
moments in football too. So, I’ve
really been blessed that there’s a
long, long list of golden sports
moments, and I’ve been fortunate
enough – not that I did anything –
to be there to see it. That’s great.” 

His classic calls to that point
included three perfect games, 25
no-hitters, 25 World Series and 12
All-Star games, as well as Kirk
Gibson’s Game 1 dinger in the
1988 World Series. 

“The only real feeling I have
about the whole package is one of
great thanksgiving and great humil-
ity,” Scully said. “Even when I
went into the Hall of Fame, in my
speech, I said, ‘Why me?’ I’m just a
kid from the streets of New York.
I’ve just been so fortunate and God
has been so good to me, that the
only feelings I have are over-
whelming thanks. I’ve never, ever
been able to figure out why I’ve
had such good fortune. I don’t
know, but I should be on my knees
every day.” 

He also spoke to being referred to
as the “definition of class” and how
a young reporter could follow suit. 

“I think deep down inside you

know … you really know what
would separate you from the ordi-
nary,” the Hall of Famer said. “I
don’t think anyone else can tell
you. I think if you stop and think
about yourself and your relation-
ship with other people, you’ll come
to your own definition of class. … I
tried very hard to be polite, to be
thoughtful — all of the good things
you would perhaps associate with
that. It’s hard to define that word,
but I think each person can define
it. That’s why I said, deep down
inside you know what it is to be a
class act. Whether you want to
work that hard to reach those goals,
you know. It’s in there.” 

Prior to his retirement in 2016, he
also made time for the newspaper
after receiving a lifetime achieve-
ment award at the L.A. Sports
Awards ceremony earlier that year. 

“I just had one other thing to say,
and I have thought about it for a
while,” he said. “It’s simply this:
The award is a ‘lifetime achieve-
ment’ award, and I gave it thought.
‘Lifetime’ is not in my hands. It’s
God’s will how long my life will be.
So I had nothing to do with ‘life-
time.’ And then I looked at ‘achieve-
ment.’ Well sure, if you read my
biography, they will tell you that,
‘he broadcast 25 no-hitters, 8,000
home runs, three perfect games.’
But it wasn’t my achievement. I
mean, I was fortunate to be there,
but I didn’t pitch a no-hitter. I didn’t
hit a home run. All of a sudden, the
award is a little different. We all
can’t be heroes. Most of us have to
stand at the curb and cheer as they
go by. For 67 years, thank God,
that’s what I’ve been blessed to be.
I’ve been that man on the curb
applauding as the heroes went by.” 

A very pleasant good evening to
you, Mr. Scully, wherever you may
be.

Remembering Vin Scully
from page 1

photo by Edwin Folven 

Fans placed flowers, candles and mementos on Vin Scully’s Hollywood
Walk of Fame star, located at 6675 Hollywood Blvd. 

“We all can’t be heroes.
Most of us have to

stand at the curb and
cheer as they go by.

For 67 years, 
thank God, that’s what
I’ve been blessed to be.

I’ve been that man 
on the curb 

applauding as the
heroes went by.” 

Vin Scully
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Morlot and Langrée to conduct at Bowl
Conductors announced in place

of the late Bramwell Tovey include
Ludovic Morlot at the
“Tchaikovsky Spectacular with
Fireworks” and Louis Langrée at
“An Evening of Rachmaninoff”
performances with the Los Angeles
Philharmonic.

Joshua Bell will headline the
“Tchaikovsky Spectacular with
Fireworks,” lending his star power
to Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto,
with Morlot leading the orchestra.
The Ukrainian National Anthem

will be performed, as Tovey intend-
ed, as well as his composition
“Urban Runway” (LA Phil com-
mission). The excitement continues
with the University of Southern
California Trojan Marching Band
joining the LA Phil for the tradi-
tional finale, “1812 Overture,”
accompanied by matching
pyrotechnics. The show starts at 8
p.m. on Aug. 12-13. For tickets,
visit hollywoodbowl.com/
events/performances/1738/2022-
08-12/tchaikovsky-spectacular-

with-fireworks.
Pianist Nobuyuki Tsujii will per-

form at “An Evening of
Rachmaninoff,” showcasing two
classics – his Second Concerto and
lush Second Symphony, with
Langrée conducting the LA Phil.
The performance will take place on
Aug. 16 at 8 p.m. For tickets, visit
hollywoodbowl.com/events/perfor-
mances/1741/2022-08-16/an-
evening-of-rachmaninoff.

The Hollywood Bowl is located
at 2301 N. Highland Ave. Louis Langrée

photo courtesy of LA Phil

Ludovic Morlot
photo courtesy of LA Phil

Newsom supports film, TV tax credit extension
Together with State Sen. Anthony

Portantino (D-La Cañada
Flintridge) and the California Film
Commission, Governor Gavin
Newsom today announced his sup-
port for SB 485, which would invest
$1.65 billion in the state’s Film &
Television Tax Credit Program to
extend it for an additional five years,
through 2030. This program allo-
cates $330 million per year in tax
credits for the industry.

This announcement comes as
hundreds of showrunners demand
that production companies imple-
ment protocols to protect pregnant
employees in states where abortion
is outlawed.

“As other states roll back peo-
ple’s rights, California will contin-
ue to protect fundamental free-
doms for all and welcome busi-
nesses that stand up for their
employees,” Newsom said.
“Extending this program will help
ensure California’s world-
renowned entertainment industry
continues to drive economic
growth with good jobs and a
diverse, inclusive workforce.”

The state’s Film & Television Tax
Credit Program has been shown to
generate $24 in economic activity
for every $1 invested – spurring
tens of billions of dollars in eco-
nomic output, helping create over
110,000 jobs and bringing shows
and films to California. Extending
the Film & Television Tax Credit
Program will help the state’s ongo-
ing efforts to retain its status as the
world’s film and TV production
capital, a status long earned due to
its crews, talent, infrastructure,
weather, locations and a host of
other attributes that lead to business
and creative success.

In response to today’s announce-
ment by Newsom, California Film
Commission executive director
Colleen Bell stated that the com-
mission stands ready to help all pro-
jects – including those that reject
states where fundamental rights are
under assault – make the most of all
that California has to offer.  

“The Governor’s actions today
speak to the values held by so many
people across the film and TV pro-
duction industry,” Bell said. “More

than ever, California offers the best
value and the best values.” 

Bell also noted that the creative
community has unique influence
and therefore, unique responsibili-
ty.

“Working in and supporting a
state that violates basic freedoms is
antithetical to the industry’s core
values,” she said. “It’s also bad
business.”

 “California is the entertainment
capital of the world and it is excit-
ing and appropriate for the state to
invest in keeping and expanding its
impact,” said Portantino, author of
SB 485. The economic benefit from
extending the Film and Television
Tax Credit Program creates thou-
sands of jobs for talented crafts peo-
ple and generates significant rev-
enue for our budget. I am grateful to
Governor Newsom for his unwa-
vering support and leadership for
enhancing this historic industry –
which is unique to California.
Talent and industry need certainty
to compete with other states and the
tax credit program extension does
just that.”

6th annual Boleros de Noche

In honor of International Peace
Month, Beverly Center and Los
Angeles-based nonprofit organiza-
tion and grassroots effort, Paint the
City Peaceful have partnered once
again on a community-driven art
project that seeks to connect
Angelenos in the hopes of creating a
better future. On Sunday, Aug. 7,
L.A.-based artist Gino Burman-
Loffredo, or Ginoflo, will create a
mural in Beverly Center’s Grand
Court titled “Peaceful Is Not
Passive” to celebrate International
Peace Month and benefit the non-
profit Safe Place for Youth.

Nineteen years ago, Ginoflo
started using painting and drawing
as an outlet for his hidden creativi-
ty. His art is truly an expression of
who he is internally as well as the
love and peace he brings to the
world. Ginoflo recently had his
first child, and it deeply impacted
his motivation to create art. He
wanted to teach his daughter the
gift of giving back so he researched
an organization she could support.
Ginoflo was notified about Safe
Place for Youth, which had a pro-
gram for pregnant and parenting
families. After seeing the organiza-
tion’s impact on young people, it
ended up being the first place his
daughter was able to start her jour-

International Peace Month mural displayed at Beverly Center

A mural by Ginoflo will premiere on Aug. 7 at the Beverly Center. 
photo by Edwin Folven 

ney on giving back, and a place he
could donate paintings to in the
future.

Ginoflo’s work has gained fame
through his recent collaborations
and high-profile collectors. His
art has been seen at numerous
charity events, in the hit HBO
show “Entourage,” on a 10 foot
guitar on Sunset Boulevard for
Gibson’s Guitar town, in the the
New York Times, NFT collabora-

tions and on three-story buildings
throughout L.A. He also has
murals in Elon Musk’s Hyperloop
headquarters, The Miz’s mansion
in West Hills and recently sold out
his collaboration with Blackmilk
Leggings.

The mural will be stationed in
Grand Court (Level 6) for the
month of August. The Beverly
Center is located 8500 Beverly
Blvd.

The Los Angeles City Council
declared Aug. 5 as “Dia del
Bolero” for the preservation of
bolero music in Los Angeles.  

Considering the concert series,
the City Council also recognizes
the Boleros de Noche’s efforts in
maintaining and spreading the
genre of bolero music. The resolu-
tion is expected to attract various
generations of people who are
either familiar with the genre
already or are being exposed to it
for the first time. The concert
series and “Dia del Bolero” will
bring intergenerational audiences
together to experience and enjoy
live, bolero music.  

On Aug. 6, the Ford will feature
“La Marisoul and the Love Notes
Orchestra” and Los Semejantes.
For tickets, visit bit.ly/
LMFORD22.

Boleros De Noche has bec
ome one of the most beloved musi-
cal and cultural experiences in Los
Angeles featuring talent from
Southern California to internation-

al stars of the Bolero music genre. 
Created by cultural promoter

Roberto Carlos in 2015, the
series seeks to preserve, uplift
and celebrate Latin
American Bolero music history
in Los Angeles and is quickly
garnering multi-generational audi-
ences. The series is curated by its
founder, Roberto Carlos a
Oaxacan immigrant, who is a
young Los Angeles-based
artist/culture promoter. 

Trio romántico Bolero music
features the guitar, the complex
instrumentation of a requinto (a
smaller guitar typically tuned a
fifth higher than a standard guitar),
romantic lyrics and lush har-
monies. It is considered by many
to be the most romantic music
genre of Latin America. The genre
originated in Cuba in 1883 but
gained international notoriety
once the genre reached Mexico in
the 1940s.  

The Ford is located at 2580
Cahuenga Blvd.

The Ford will feature “La Marisoul and the Love Notes Orchestra” and
Los Semejantes on Aug. 6. 

photo courtesy of Boleros de Noche 

Be a contestant on ‘Tug of Words’
The game show “Tug of Words”

is seeking contestants. The Game
Show Network series has cash
prizes worth up to $10,000.

The series is seeking people who

can make a new word just by
changing a letter, consider them-
selves to be a walking dictionary
or just love word puzzles. Teams
of two will be cast, and the teams

can consist of friends, family
members, co-workers and neigh-
bors.

To apply, visit form.jotform.com/
GSNCasting/TOW. 

https://www.kccla.org
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LACMA among grant recipients

The Los Angeles County Museum of Art has received a grant from E.A.
Michelson Philanthropy. 

Photo courtesy of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art 

Nine leading American art muse-
ums will receive grants totaling
more than $2 million from E.A.
Michelson Philanthropy as part of
its Vitality Arts Project for Art
Museums initiative, to launch a
new series of arts programs aimed
at museum audiences who are 55
years of age and older. Since 2013,
the foundation has invested more
than $15 million to fund creative
aging programs at art and history
museums, performing arts organi-
zations, botanical gardens and com-
munity centers. The foundation’s
latest round of grants engaged a
diverse group of nationally promi-
nent art museums, including Los
Angeles County Museum of Art, in
order to expand the audience for its
creative aging programming and
actively address ageism in muse-
ums. Since early 2021, museum
consultants Brian Kennedy and
András Szántó, have been advising
E.A. Michelson Philanthropy on
expanding the foundation’s work to
address ageism in American art

museums.
Such programs recognize the

social, emotional and physical
health benefits of engaging older
adults in the process of artistic cre-
ation, whether through drawing
and painting, ceramics and metal-
work, or participating in music or
theater. The foundation’s Vitality
Arts program model is designed to
inspire participants to learn, make
and share an art form in an environ-
ment that sparks creativity, fosters
friendships and builds community.
At the same time, these programs
provide direct support to the work-
ing artists who are hired to teach
them, providing platforms for these
artists to share their knowledge,
passion and techniques with new
communities.

This new cohort of nine muse-
ums joins more than 50 of the foun-
dation’s current and past Vitality
Arts grantees, whose programs
have engaged thousands of older
adults across the country. Building
on this work, the foundation also

announced a plan to support up to
20 additional art museums.
Museums will be selected through
an open request for proposals
beginning in fall 2022, with each
grantee eligible for up to $250,000
in support for programs to begin in
2023.

“In just a few years, Americans
older than 65 will outnumber those
younger than 18 for the first time in
the country’s history,” said Ellen
Michelson, founder and president
of E.A. Michelson Philanthropy.
“Overall, across all demographic
groups, people are living longer
and staying mentally and physical-
ly healthy as they age. Yet the num-
ber of inspiring programs and
activities for older adults is not
expanding at the same rate.
Investing in these creative aging
programs is about recognizing this
major demographic shift, and
leveraging the power of art and art
museums to do so. We have had
tremendous success with these pro-
grams to date, engaging thousands
of participants who consistently tell
our grantees how grateful they are
to be able to participate. Now, I am

excited to expand our vision with
an outstanding array of new muse-
um partners.”

For information, visit eamichel-
sonphilanthropy.org/vitality-

arts/for-art-museums. The Los
Angeles County Museum of Art is
located at 5905 Wilshire Blvd. For
information or to purchase tickets,
visit lacma.org.

Jewish Family Service welcomes new board members 
Jewish Family Service, Los

Angeles has announced the
appointment of Randy Magnin as
the new chair of the board of direc-
tors. Five new members of the
board were also appointed. 

Magnin is a long-time JFSLA
board member who previously
served as treasurer and chair of the
Finance Committee. He is a certi-
fied public accountant who owns

the firm Livingstons, Omens &
Magnin in Beverly Hills. He began
his involvement with JFSLA over
30 years ago by volunteering with
the Young Leaders group.

“I want to thank the Jewish
Family Service L.A. Nominating
Committee for selecting me to be
chair,” Magnin said. “When I look
at the unbelievably high-quality
names on the list of past chairs of

this board, it’s hard for me to
believe that I’m here as chair of this
great agency. I will work hard to
and sincerely hope that I live up to
the faith that has been placed in
me.”

Jewish Family Service, Los
Angeles also welcomed new mem-
bers Michael Gendler, Monique
Maas Gibbons, Rachael Kallick,
Georgette Morrow and Dustin

Rosen. Gendler, a founding mem-
ber of Gendler & Kelly, is an enter-
tainment lawyer who represents
actors, writers, producers and direc-
tors. He was recently honored at the
29th annual Jewish Family Service
L.A. Gala with the Susie Forer-
Dehrey Spirit of Humanity Award. 

Gibbons is a business services
manager with Gibbons
Organizational Services and has
focused her leadership skills on
educational institutions, serving as
president of the Beverly Hills

Education Foundation. Rachael
Kallick is an account director with
9th Wonder Agency and was previ-
ously co-chair of the JFSLA Young
Leaders group. Morrow was the
executive vice president of finance
with CBS Entertainment and CBS
Television Studios and has served
on the Jewish Family Service L.A.
Finance Committee for years.
Rosen is a managing partner and
founder of Wonder Ventures, a
technology venture capital firm. 

For information, visit jfsla.org.

https://beverlyhills.org/citymanager/mayorandcouncilmembers/businesswithbosse/web.jsp?NFR=1


A few miles east in West
Hollywood, sheriff’s deputies,
Block by Block ambassadors and
city staff came together with resi-
dents at seven block parties, barbe-
cues and potlucks throughout the
city.  

“We are here with the communi-
ty conducting outreach. We’re out
for public safety,” said deputy
Dominque Salgado, with the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station. “We
are going around to all the celebra-
tions to let people know we are here
for them and we support partner-
ships with them.” 

“We’re thankful the sheriff’s
deputies are here and we want them
to know we support them,” resident
Michael Miller added. 

The LAPD’s Wilshire Division
joined Melrose Action for a
National Night Out Against Crime
event at Poinsettia Park. The annual
observance featured booths with
information about city services and
food donated by Pink’s Hot Dogs.
Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer and City Councilmen Paul
Koretz, 5th District, and Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, attended
the event and spoke about the
importance of community together-
ness. 

“It’s especially important right
now because people are more con-
cerned about safety than ever,”
Feuer said. “And it’s especially
important to see communities come
together with the police depart-
ment. When I see the neighbor-
hood respond so favorably to the
LAPD, it’s very heartening
because it reminds us that there is a
level of trust that exists in every
neighborhood of our city. I’m grat-
ified to see the partnerships that
have evolved over the years
between neighborhoods and the
LAPD.” 

“I've been coming to this
National Night Out for the 13 years
that I’ve been on the council,”
Koretz added. “Particularly,
Melrose Action is an amazing
group. I’ve been to meetings
they’ve held with 600 people
showing up, which is unheard of
for a neighborhood watch. They
have had tremendous community
participation for years. They do a
lot to make this community safe
and they have a great partnership

with the LAPD. That may not be
true in other parts of the city, but I
think the LAPD is well liked and
well respected here.” 

“This is great. This is where peo-
ple have questions, they want to
get involved in their community,
they want to get know their officers
… this is the place to do it,”
O’Farrell said. “It’s a celebration,
collaboration and community
building event.” 

Capt. Sonia Monico, command-
ing officer for the Wilshire
Division, added that the officers
value interactions with the commu-
nity and want to be sources of help.  

“It’s an opportunity for the com-
munity and police to get together
and engage in conversation,”
Monico said. “They came come
out for a while, walk around and
engage. We also have information
about safety, we talk about our
recruitment program. It’s especial-
ly important because of the pan-
demic, there were so many [online]
meetings, so now we are out here
in the public and are happy to be
meeting with people.” 

“I think it's important,” added
Capt. Jerry Chaney, who oversees
patrol operations for the Wilshire
Division. “It’s a great opportunity
for the police and the community
to continue their partnership, to
walk around and meet people so
they get an opportunity to meet us

and see us from a different per-
spective.” 

Former Los Angeles City
Councilman and Los Angeles
County Supervisor Zev
Yaroslavsky, a longtime Fairfax
District resident, attended the event
at Poinsettia Park and said National
Night Out Against Crime has a
long history. 

“Part of a safe community is
being able to walk through the
community, walk down the side-
walk and walk through the park
without the threat of crime and vio-
lence,” Yaroslavsky said. “This
whole concept started years ago by
having people come out of their
homes and reclaim the streets in
their community, and it’s some-
thing that continues today.” 

Adrien Powell, who moved to
Los Angeles 10 years ago from
Louisiana and has resided in the
Fairfax District for three months,
said he was excited to participate in
National Night Out Against Crime
for the first time. 

“I always walk in the neighbor-
hood and come up to the park, and
I just walked up today and saw
this,” Powell said. “I love it. There
have been a lot of things going on
in this neighborhood with robberies
and things, but they are cleaning up
this area. I’m glad to see everyone
coming together out here and hav-
ing a good time.” 
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the area. In addition to the
LAPD’s Mounted Patrol, more
bike and vehicle patrols will be
added. 

O’Farrell said the effort is
intended to make Hollywood safer
for tourists and residents, and the
highly-visible deployments also
send a message to criminals. 

“We are collectively sending a
signal to everyone out there that if
you are planning to come to
Hollywood, please enjoy a safe
environment,” O’Farrell said. “If
you’re here to do something ille-
gal, if you come here to commit a
crime, you will be arrested, you
will be prosecuted, you will be
jailed.” 

Deputy Chief Blake Chow,
commanding officer of the
LAPD’s Operations West Bureau,
said the additional officers will
boost regular deployments with-
out taking away resources from
other areas of the city. The
Mounted Unit is shared between
different places where large
crowds gather including the
Melrose District and Venice
Beach, so their deployment to
Hollywood will be based on
availability. The other additional
deployments will be in place six
days per week. Authorities will
begin scheduling the officers
immediately and the additional
patrols will begin within days. 

“They’re going to be highly
visible. They’re going to be in
patrol cars. They’re going to be
on horseback and be on bikes,”
Chow said. “And I want them to
interact with the business com-
munity and the people that are
visiting.” 

Chow also cited statistics
showing aggravated assaults and
robberies are down in the
Hollywood Entertainment
District during the first six
months of 2022 compared to the

last six months of 2021, and he
added that the extra deployments
are meant to continue that trend.  

“We’re going to drive those
numbers down even further,”
Chow said. “We’re going to cre-
ate an area where people start
coming and feel safe, and they
can start frequenting the business-
es and really enjoy their experi-
ence in Hollywood.” 

O’Farrell and Chow were
joined by business leaders and
community members from
Hollywood to announce the addi-
tional police deployments.
Kathleen Rawson, president and
CEO of the Hollywood
Partnership, a coalition of busi-
nesses in the entertainment dis-
trict, said extra officers are a wel-
come addition. 

“At the Hollywood Partnership,
we’re committed to providing
supplemental cleaning, safety and
hospitality services throughout
the public [domain],” Rawson
said. “None of us can do this
alone. We applaud
Councilmember O’Farrell for
doing everything possible to
increase safety.” 

Hollywood resident Cathy
Hood also thanked the council-
man and police officials, and said
the extra officers will go a long
way toward making people feel
safer. 

“I've lived in this district for
nearly three years, but I’ve been
an Angeleno for over a decade,
and I’ve seen firsthand what it’s
like when there’s an absence of
officers or resources on the streets,
and how greatly it has impacted
the community,” Hood said. “We
should proudly walk Hollywood
Boulevard. We truly believe that
this is a great step forward toward
ensuring that there are ample
resources and officers on our
streets so we can feel safe again.” 

LAPD deploys more resources
From page 1

photo by Edwin Folven 

LAPD Wilshire Division Capts. Jerry Chaney and Sonia Monica dis-
cussed efforts to preserve public safety in the Melrose District during
National Night Out Against Crime. 

National Night Out held locally
From page 1

State urges water conservation after seeing progress 
Gov. Gavin Newsom on July 29

convened local water leaders for
the second time in recent months
to call for their continued action to
drive down urban water use and
help Californians make permanent
changes to adapt to a hotter and
drier future.  

Preliminary numbers that reflect
95% of the population show that
Californians cut back on water use
by 7.5% overall in June this year
compared to June 2020. The
increase in conservation comes a
month after Newsom directly
called on local water leaders to
step up their work to ensure all
Californians are doing their part to
save water. 

At the meeting, Newsom again
urged leaders of the state’s largest
urban water suppliers to continue
local efforts to cut back water
usage in the face of limited sup-
plies due to extreme heat and dry
weather. 

He also underscored the urgency
of reporting monthly water use
data as quickly as possible so the

state can more effectively monitor
progress in real time.  

Newsom asked water agencies
and associations to also think
beyond immediate water conser-
vation needs as the state – and the
entire West – navigate a hotter and
drier environment driven by cli-
mate change.  

“We are dealing with a changed
climate in California that demands
we reimagine not just how we use
water, but how we capture, store
and distribute it throughout the
state,” he added. “We are heading
in the right direction but we need
local water providers to do more to
not only save water, but to help the
state manage and increase supply
as rain and snowfall become less
reliable.”  

The governor convened the first
meeting of local water leaders in
May as water usage data showed
Californians were using more
water, despite requests to cut back.  

Since then, local water agencies
serving every urban area of
California have enacted plans to

reduce water use. In June, a
statewide prohibition on watering
non-functional turf in commercial
and industrial settings took effect.
The ban is expected to save
between 156,000 acre-feet and
260,000 acre-feet per year, the
equivalent of water used by
780,000 households in a year. 

The climate crisis has resulted in
weather changes that have altered
the water supply across the west-
ern United States. 

The West is experiencing some
of the driest conditions ever
recorded. 

January through March were the
driest first three months in the
state’s recorded history, and the
state’s largest reservoirs are cur-
rently at less than half of their his-
torical averages.  

This year’s budget provides an
additional $2.8 billion over multi-
ple years to support drought
resilience and response, including
$1.5 billion that will be allocated
in the summer after additional dis-
cussions with the Legislature.  

The state is calling on
Californians to take immediate
action to avoid a crisis, including
limiting outdoor watering, as cut-
ting back by even just one day a
week can save residents up to 20%
more water; taking shorter show-
ers; taking showers instead of

baths; using a broom instead of a
hose to clean outdoor areas to save
6 gallons of water every minute;
and washing full loads of laundry
to save 15-45 gallons of water per
load. 

For information, visit saveour-
water.com or drought.ca.gov. 

LADWP program seeks to ‘Cool LA’ 
The Los Angeles Department of

Water and Power Board of
Commissioners is proposing the
new Cool LA initiative to help eli-
gible elderly, low-income and med-
ically-impacted customers during
extreme heat.  

Cool LA will enable LADWP
customers to purchase or replace air
conditioning units – including win-
dow, portable air conditioners and
swamp coolers – at reduced cost to
lower extreme heat indoor tempera-
tures to a safe level. The Cool LA
program will also provide eligible
customers with extreme heat elec-
tricity bill payment options to help
them manage higher power costs
for using air conditioning during
the year’s hottest periods. The utili-
ty will partner with community-
based organizations to share the
information and attract program
participants.  

LADWP also has many existing
programs that address short-term
and long-term climate change
caused by extreme heat that would
fall under the Cool LA umbrella.

The programs enable LADWP res-
idential and commercial customers
to quickly and easily access current
benefits that help them overcome
the health risks associated with
extreme heat, achieve greater ener-
gy and heat mitigation efficiencies,
and increased air conditioning sys-
tem effectiveness.  

The focus on helping residents
better manage the impacts of
extreme heat comes as LADWP
identifies ways to ensure that all
residents, especially those in com-
munities where the impacts are
greatest, are able to participate in
programs. 

LADWP’s Cool LA initiative
will include the home energy
improvements, consumer energy
efficiency appliance rebate pro-
gram, efficient product marketplace
program, comprehensive affordable
multifamily retrofits program, cool
pavement program, power savers
program and smooth summer pay-
ment plan program.  

For information, visit
ladwp.com. 
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WeHo stands by ambassador
From page 1

1. I want large sums of my hard-earned money to go to 
a law firm. 
2. I want the government to decide who gets my life 
savings. 
3. What for? My house is only worth a half-million 
dollars. 
4. I really don’t care who raises our children. 
5. I want a total stranger to go through all of my per-
sonal papers and financial affairs. 
6. I like family fights – especially unnecessary ones. 
7. I don’t care who inherits my hard earned money. 

8. I’ve been messy in life; I’ll be messy in death. 
9. They say you can’t take it with you, but what if you can? 
10. Probate. Must be fun.  

If you don’t do it for yourself, please do it for those you care about.

Kramer Law Group
Stephen W. Kramer

5858 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205 • Los Angeles, CA  90036 • (323)964-7100  
www.kramerlaw.biz 

10 Reasons Why I Don’t 
Want An Estate Plan

from all of us to you.” 
West Hollywood Chamber of

Commerce president Genevieve
Morrill likened the attacks on
Gibson as a “pitchfork mentality.” 

“I want to say that Shae Gibson is
an amazing citizen, and we in the
business community are grateful to
his service,” Morrill said. 

Gibson has been with Block by
Block since 2013, working the
majority of that time in the city of
West Hollywood. His criminal
record was revealed by local media
blogs, and the Washington
Examiner featured an interview
with Los Angeles County Sheriff
Alex Villanueva, where he said the
City Council of West Hollywood
doesn’t “bother vetting who they
replace cops with, so they settled on
a convicted murderer.” 

The information came out follow-
ing the council’s June decision to
replace four sheriff’s deputies over
six months with 30 Block by Block
unarmed ambassadors. Public safe-
ty and how to tackle the issue had
been heatedly debated by the com-
munity for months. Even at the Aug.
1 meeting, public commenters con-
tinued to weigh in on the issue. 

“Tonight was really important
because we as a community rallied
around Shea Gibson,” said public
safety commissioner Kerri Balbone,
who did not support the commis-
sion’s recommendation earlier this
year to cut funding to the sheriff’s
department. “Shea has lived his life
to make up for probably some
things that he regrets, right? I
repeatedly hear people come to this
chamber and talk about the sheriff’s
department, as if they are one orga-
nization or one group who all have
the same behavior. I think if we are
going to extend empathy and con-
sideration, we need to do that in a
balanced way.” 

“We seem to be kind of digging
ourselves out of a whole with the
hole Block by Block, which is
unfortunate, and I keep telling
friends and residents about what a
great service they’ve provided to us
over the years on the east side,” res-
ident and former Councilman Steve
Martin said. “Because a lot of the
people on the west side and center
city haven’t developed that relation-
ship, we haven’t had the deploy-
ment. I’ve encouraged the neighbor-
hood watch groups, but also, I’m
hoping that council and our public
safety office can work closely with
the neighborhood watch groups to
integrate Block by Block into the
community on that side of town.” 

“I believe that a community is
truly safe when its people have good
jobs – social services like we have
here in West Hollywood, mental
health care, stable housing,” resi-
dent Danielle Wilson said. “The
council’s actions on raising the min-
imum wage, fighting for affordable
housing and now reimaging public
safety embrace the same vision.” 

Erickson, Councilwoman
Lindsey Horvath and Mayor Pro
Tempore Sepi Shyne all addressed
the online public discourse that fol-
lowed the council’s decision on the
public safety budget, which they
said resulted in “hate speech” and
personal attacks against the council
members, public safety commis-
sioners and ambassadors like
Gibson. 

“No one up here ever deserves to
get death threats,” Erickson said.
“No one up here ever deserves to
get told that they deserve to [be]
sexually assaulted. And no one up
here ever has the right, no matter

what we do or say in a budget dis-
agreement, to have some of the
most horrific things I have ever
heard … I get free speech, but that
is hate speech, and it is not protect-
ed.” 

“We have the right to disagree,
we have the right to have strong
feelings, but we don’t have the right
to disrespect one another,” Horvath
said. “We don’t have to agree, we
don’t even have to like each other,
but we must, especially in this
space, speak respectfully so we can
conduct a discourse that is produc-
tive, meaningful and reflective of
what is worth of this community.” 

“It’s OK to disagree, but before
you start typing some hate speech
to someone because you’re angry,
just remember what you want the
future to be, [and] take some time to
reflect,” Shyne said. “There are so
many avenues to reach us. I know
all of us here on council are very
responsive. We meet with folks.
People reach out to me, and I make
meetings with them. I am so open
to hearing from you all. You can
come to publicly speak. You have
an opportunity to send in a public
comment. It is your right to write a
comment, write an op-ed. That is
the beauty of America. And the
ugliness is the sickness of adults
bullying others, spreading hate,
making threats, and that is absolute-
ly hurtful, unacceptable and some-
thing that we all as a community
need to continue standing up for.” 

Gibson, meanwhile, expressed
gratitude to the council for his
proclamation. 

“I do appreciate everything that
you all have been able to provide
me with here, as far as a canvas to
kind of create art, as far as in the
safety realm,” Gibson said. “We
definitely try to do the best that we
can here, and we will continue
doing that. I do appreciate this so
much, so does my family. I also
want to thank all the people who
have shown me support through
this situation that we went through
here, if you will, but I want to thank
all of the council members.” 

In conjunction with honoring
Gibson, the council also gave a
proclamation to Block by Block,
which read in part, “Block by Block
security ambassadors are proactive,
welcoming and continually engage
with the members of the public.” 

The council also unanimously
passed an amendment to the con-
tract the city has with Block by
Block, which codified the budget
for the organization. Additions
were also made to the motion,
including a 45-day check to ensure
hiring and training new ambas-
sadors is on track, a crime statistics
report provided by Block by Block
to measure response times and
metrics and the creation of new
promotional and communication
means to reach residents. The
council asked, too, that NARCAN,
which helps in combating potential
narcotic overdoses, and drink spik-
ing test strips be provided to
ambassadors. 

Mayor Lauren Meister said that
she wanted to make sure Block by
Block had everything it needed to
be a successful program. 

“Because a successful program
means a safer city,” Meister said. 

As for Gibson, he said he would
continue his best for the city. 

“I just want to continue trying to
do the best job I can here, and con-
tinue to try and raise the bar for the
citizens of West Hollywood,”
Gibson said. 

Resolution supports city’s ‘board and care’ homes 
Los Angeles City Councilwoman

Nithya Raman, 4th District, on July
27 introduced a resolution in sup-
port of raising the state-set reim-
bursement rate for adult residential
facilities and residential care facili-
ties for the elderly.  

Informally known as “board and
care” homes, the facilities serve as a
vital resource for low-income
seniors, people with disabilities and
individuals with mental illness,
addressing both service and housing
needs, Raman said.  

“Board and care homes play a
crucial role in helping individuals
who need long-term, intensive care,
providing housing and services for
those who need daily assistance,”
she added. “Last year alone, the city
saw a loss of 369 of these beds – at
a time when these critical beds are
already in such short supply. We
need to ensure these facilities are
able to keep their doors open and
continue serving Angelenos.” 

The Los Angeles County
Department of Mental Health esti-
mates that at least 10% of the
unsheltered homeless population
suffers from complex mental health
illnesses, and another 10% requires
help with activities of daily living
such as bathing, eating, dressing or
managing medications. The two
groups, totaling more than 5,700
people in Los Angeles, would be
well-served by placements in board

and care homes if such placements
were readily available, Raman said.  

The city currently has a total of
180 board and care facilities with
6,717 beds, providing critical sup-
port for individuals who need long-
term, intensive care. Because of the
nature of the care, there is limited
turnover of beds. Though the state
plans to increase the reimbursement
rate for low-income residents of
board and care homes by 2% on Jan.
1, 2023, and 23% on Jan. 1, 2024,
the increases are drastically insuffi-
cient and far too late to meet the
actual costs of care and will do little
to prevent many facilities from

being forced to shutter, Raman said.  
“Board and care homes are anoth-

er piece of the puzzle in solving the
city’s homeless crisis,” she said. 

The resolution would require the
city of Los Angeles to include in its
2022-2023 state legislative program
support for, or sponsorship of, legis-
lation or administrative action to
enact changes to the California
Health and Safety Code that will
increase the daily reimbursement
rate for board and care home resi-
dents who receive SSI, SSP or
Medi-Cal so that these reimburse-
ments cover the actual costs of resi-
dents’ care. 

Funds secured for airport improvement project 
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-

Burbank) announced on Aug. 1
that the Hollywood Burbank
Airport has been awarded nearly
$3 million in federal grants for
infrastructure improvements from
the bipartisan infrastructure pack-
age passed by Congress. 

The funds will help rehabilitate
the taxiway and will be used to
conduct a study on how to mitigate
noise for the surrounding commu-
nity. 

“I was proud to support the
Bipartisan Infrastructure package
because of all it would do to invest
in regional transit hubs – where
capital improvements can go a
long way toward helping local res-
idents get where they need to go
quickly and efficiently,” Schiff
said. “Hollywood Burbank Airport

is an essential connection point for
my constituents. These new funds
will greatly benefit both the sur-
rounding community and passen-
gers, and I look forward to seeing
what future improvements the
infrastructure bill will deliver for
my hometown of Burbank.” 

“The funds provided by the
FAA will provide the support for
the rehabilitation of a taxiway and
the funds necessary for the airport
to undertake a Part 150 Noise
Compatibility Study. The noise
study is in response to one of the
recommendations which came
from the San Fernando Valley
Noise Task Force, said Frank
Miller, executive director of the
Hollywood Burbank Airport.
“This round of funding supports
ongoing maintenance and plan-

ning needs of the airport as it con-
tinues to move forward with its
terminal replacement program.” 

Specifically, the airport was
awarded $2.1 million to rehabili-
tate the taxiway pavement and
other areas on the airfield, and
$805,900 to conduct the airport
noise study. The grants were
awarded through the Federal
Aviation Administration’s Airport
Improvement Program, which
funds improvements to runways,
taxiways and aprons, as well as
safety-related projects and noise
abatement efforts. The federal
infrastructure package Congress
passed last November included
$15 billion for airport-related pro-
jects. 

For information, visit
schiff.house.gov. 

Mid City West seeks candidates
The Mid City West

Neighborhood Council is seek-
ing candidates to fill an open seat
for a business representative on
the board. 

People who own a business or
live, work, rent or own property
in Mid City West’s area are eligi-
ble to run for the opening. 

The position is also open to
community interest stakeholders,
defined as people who affirm a
substantial and ongoing partici-
pation within the neighborhood
council’s boundaries and who
may be active in a community
organization. 

Mid City West Neighborhood
Council’s executive board plans
to fill the seat at its Aug. 9 meet-
ing. Candidates are encouraged
to notify the Executive Council
of their intent to run and must
attend the Aug. 9 meeting to be
eligible. 

All candidates will have an
equal opportunity to present
information to the council. 

New board members must
complete all required training
sessions and are expected to be
engaged and active members. 

For information, email execu-
tive@midcitywest.org. 

http://kramerlaw.biz
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https://www.cedars-sinai.org


Los Angeles’ most unique brew
festival is back for its 10th install-
ment on Friday, Aug. 12, from 7-11
p.m. Brew at the L.A. Zoo returns
with an all-star lineup of over 45
local breweries and cideries, along

with food, live music and wildlife.
This ultimate celebration of beer
gives guests the opportunity to try a
wide range of styles and producers,
including ales, pilsners, porters and
stouts to the more obscure, as well

as fermented tea and non-alcoholic
beer. Beer lovers will sip and stroll
their way through the zoo enjoying
the beauty and wildlife along with
animal keeper talks, live music by
spin master DJ Johnny Hawkes and
80s time-trippers Flashback Heart
Attack and pub-style food and food
truck offerings for an additional
charge. For an extra-special experi-
ence, VIP Lounge tickets offer
early entry at 6 p.m. with exclusive
access to two lounges with hors
d’oeuvres, specialty cocktails and
an intimate elephant keeper talk for
VIPs only.  

This event is for those 21 and up,
and is expected to sell out. A dis-
counted rate for designated drivers
is available for general admission
and VIP Lounge. Guests are
reminded to drink responsibly.
Those attending without designated
drivers are encouraged to use a cab
or ride-sharing service. For a full
list of breweries, event rules, clear
bag policy and to purchase tickets,
please visit lazoo.org/brew.

The Los Angeles Zoo is located
at 5333 Zoo Dr.
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6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market 
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 Follow Us! 

@duparsfm

Open Mon.-Thurs. 
6:30am - 7:30pm 
Fri. Sat. & Sun.  

Open til  
8:30pm

NOW OPEN ‘TIL 8:30 FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY!  

Open All Day Serving Your Favorites
DayDay NightNight

Visit our Pet-Friendly Patio! 
Perfect for Private Events!

Famous Hot Cakes! 
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner! 

Brew at the L.A. Zoo returns for its 10th installment

Visitors can enjoy tastes from a variety of 45 local craft and microbrew-
eries at the L.A. Zoo festival Aug. 12.

photo by Jamie Pham

TV personality, Virtual Dining
Concepts culinary director and
chef Eric Greenspan has a new
collaboration with lifestyle and
media platform FaZe Clan rooted
in gaming and youth culture.
Greenspan is adding his own cre-
ative FaZe Subs with DoorDash.
It’s a new smoked turkey sand-
wich called The Rugfather and is
now available on the virtual
restaurant space. Other FaZe Clan
inspired sandwiches, sauces, sides
and desserts are available to order.
FaZe Clan’s roster of more than

85 influential personalities con-
sists of engaging content creators,
esports professionals, world-class
gamers and a mix of talent who go
beyond the world of gaming,
including NFL star Kyler “FaZe
K1” Murray, Lebron “FaZe
Bronny” James Jr., Lil Yachty aka
“FaZe Boat” and Snoop Dogg aka
“FaZe Snoop.” Its gaming divi-
sion includes 11 competitive
esports teams who have won 35
world championships. Use code
FAZEUP for a BOGO special at
fazeclan.com.

Sandwich by Chef Eric
Greenspan on FaZe Clan 

A new smoked turkey sandwich called The Rugfather and is now avail-
able in the virtual restaurant space.

photo courtesy of FaZe Clan

Nerano hosts ‘Business with Bosse’
Mayor Lili Bosse held her most

recent “Business with Bosse”
event, which aims to showcase
local businesses, at Nerano, an
Italian-American restaurant created
by owners Andy and Carlo
Brandon-Gordon and executive
chef Michele Lisi. The restaurant is
located at 9960 S. Santa Monica
Blvd. For information, visit nera-
nobh.com. photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

http://dupars.net/Store/


Following concerns about the
dissemination of false information
about COVID-19, U.S. Reps.
Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) and Lori
Trahan (D-Mass.) sent a letter to
Facebook’s Oversight Board on
Aug. 2 urging the company to not
scale back its efforts to remove
false and dangerous content. 

“While public health experts and
scientists around the globe have
made major strides in understand-
ing, combatting and building
resiliency against COVID-19, the
virus continues to pose a grave pub-
lic health threat. Any action to roll
back the existing – and notably lim-
ited – guardrails that protect
Facebook and other Meta users
from mis- and disinformation relat-
ed to COVID-19 would have
immense public health conse-
quences,” the members wrote in
their letter. 

On June 22, Meta requested a
policy advisory opinion from the
oversight board on its approach to
COVID-19 misinformation, sug-
gesting they return to the less
restrictive approach of labeling and
demoting potentially harmful con-
tent on their platforms, as opposed
to the current approach of removing

misinformation that could directly
contribute to the risk of harm. Meta
cited greater access to authoritative
guidance on COVID-19, as well as
vaccines and therapeutic treatments
and the perception that the pandem-
ic has entered a less-severe state as
reasons for a policy change.  

However, while the scientific and
public health communities have
made great progress in their efforts
to contain and combat COVID-19,
the virus continues to pose a signif-
icant risk to people’s health and
safety around the world, Schiff
said. COVID-19 continues to kill
hundreds of people each day in the
United States and new, highly-con-
tagious variants are constantly chal-
lenging the effectiveness of current
public health safety measures, mak-
ing it critical for social media plat-
forms to provide the latest, scientif-
ically-based public health guidance
and combat misinformation. 

For the past two years, Meta has
taken important steps to remove
dozens of pages, groups and
accounts that systematically spread
COVID-19 misinformation to mil-
lions of Facebook and Instagram
users, and prevent bad-faith actors
from returning to their platforms,

the congress members acknowl-
edged. The policies are critical to
combatting the spread of the virus
as new variants, as well as new dis-
eases, continue to emerge, and will
require continued effort and atten-
tion from social media platforms,
they added. 

“As Meta noted in their filing,
they are seeking this ruling as
‘many, though not all, countries

LARCHMONT 
BARBERSHOP

401-1/2 S. Fairfax 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 

Call 323-464-6659 
for appointments

HOURS 
MONDAY - FRIDAY  8:30 AM - 5:30 PM 

SATURDAY 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
SUNDAY 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM

@LARCHMONTBARBERSHOP
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE      

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission will 
hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:

LOCATIONS:            Citywide, West Hollywood, California 

REQUEST: The Planning Commission will make a recommendation to
the City Council for a proposed zone text amendment to up-
date language to Title 19 of the West Hollywood Municipal
Code to allow hours of business for nonconforming uses,
other than vehicle repair, to operate under extended busi-
ness hours through extended hours business license ap-
proval and finding the action categorically exempt from
CEQA. 

PERMIT(S):              Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):       City of West Hollywood 
  
TIME/PLACE            Teleconference Meeting
OF HEARING:          Thursday, August 18, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.
                                 This meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed

instructions for participation included on the posted agenda).
(Dial In (669) 900-6833/ Meeting ID: 813 7269 4534) 

ZONES:                    Citywide 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS: Exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental

Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Sections §15061(b)(3)
(Common Sense Exemption), §15301 (Existing Facilities),
and §15378 (Project). 

City Hall is open to the public for service on a walk-in basis, however appoint-
ments will continue to be available and highly encouraged.  The staff report will be
available on Thursday, August 11, 2022 on-line at www.weho.org

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice,
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning Com-
mission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the
Public Hearing. 

To comply with the American with Disabilities Act of 1990, If you require special
assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired),
you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the City Clerk at
(323) 848-6800 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to
express their opinion in this matter. 

For further information regarding this item, contact Paige Portwood, Associate Plan-
ner in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6401; or via
email at:  pportwood@weho.org

Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на
русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.

Schiff leads effort against COVID-19 misinformation 

U.S. Sens. Dianne Feinstein (D-
Calif.), Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.) and
Susan Collins (R-Maine) have intro-
duced the Respect for Marriage Act,
which would repeal the Defense of
Marriage Act, enshrine marriage equal-
ity in federal law and provide additional
legal protections for marriage equality. 

Last week, the Human Rights
Campaign sent a letter to every senator
signed by 170 companies calling on
them to support the legislation.  

“It’s encouraging to see such broad
support from the business community
for marriage equality,” Feinstein said.
“These companies understand that
marriage equality must remain the law
of the land to protect their customers
and employees and their families.
Unfortunately, the freedom to marry is
in jeopardy after a recent Supreme

Court decision. Our bill would ensure
that regardless of what the court does,
same-sex and interracial marriages
remain protected.” 

In a statement, representatives of the
companies said they “strongly
embrace diversity and inclusion.” 

“Inclusive business practices
improve our bottom lines and lead to
more productive and engaged employ-
ees, increased customer satisfaction
and, ultimately, improved competitive-
ness and financial performance,” the
statement read. “Our employees are the
foundation of our companies – they
drive our ability to successfully do
business, invest in communities
around the country and create the prod-
ucts and services we proudly offer. As
business leaders committed to inclu-
sion and equality for our employees,
their families and the communities we
serve, we call on the Senate to pass the
Respect for Marriage Act.” 

Bill would codify marriage equality 

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff

around the world seek a return to
more normal life.’ That return to a
more normal life should not lead to
a return, or worse escalation, of
health mis- and disinformation, par-
ticularly at a time when monkeypox
is emerging as a global threat that
some online users have been quick
to exploit with disinformation.
Surely, after the last two years, we
can all agree on that basic princi-
ple,” the congress members wrote. 

To read the full letter, visit
schiff.house.gov. 

“Our bill would
ensure that 

regardless of what
the court does,
same-sex and 

interracial 
marriages remain 

protected.”

Sen. Dianne Feinstein

Answers From Page 31

https://www.weho.org
https://www.instagram.com/larchmontbarbershop/
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
July 24 
 
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 400 
block of S. Rexford. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 8700 block of 
Wilshire at 1:25 p.m. 
 
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 300 
block of S. McCarty. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 400 block of N. Canon 
at 5:45 p.m. 
 
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
300 block of S. Cark. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of N. 
Canon at 7:30 p.m. 
 
July 25 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 200 
block of N. Rodeo at 2:01 p.m. 
 
At 3:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 200 
block of N. Rodeo. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 200 block of N. 
Rodeo at 3:21 p.m. 
 
At 3:35 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 300 
block of N. Rodeo. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 200 block of 
S. Stanley at 6 p.m. 
 
At 8:11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 9400 
block of Olympic. 
 
July 26 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 9300 block of 
Olympic at 12:33 p.m. 
 
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8300 
block of Wilshire. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 400 block of Foothill at 7:38 
p.m. 
 
July 27 
 
At 9:40 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 9800 
block of Wilshire 
 
July 28 
 
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a commercial burglary 
in the 9200 block of Olympic. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1200 block of 
Beverly Green at 8 p.m. 
 
July 29 
 
At 8:36 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 100 
block of S. Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect stole auto 
parts in the 200 block of N. 
Doheny at 4 p.m. 

At 6:12 p.m., a vandalism incident 
was reported in the 9300 block of 
Olympic. 
 
A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs near the corner 
of El Camino and Gregory at 7:13 
p.m. 
 
July 30 
 
At 1:55 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 400 
block of N. Rodeo. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 400 block of S. Doheny at 
8:40 p.m. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station  
 
July 24 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8900 block of Santa 
Monica at 2 a.m. 
 
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
6900 block of Robertson. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 1200 block of N. Fairfax 
at 2:45 a.m. 
 
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
1200 block of N. Crescent 
Heights. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 8900 block of 
Santa Monica at 1:37 a.m. 
 
At 5:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8400 block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 900 block of Hancock at 
11:30 p.m. 
 
July 25 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1000 
block of Spaulding. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Gardner and 
Santa Monica at 1:30 a.m. 
 
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 1200 
block of N. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 1200 block of Hayworth 
at 12:51 p.m. 
 
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
1200 block of Sweetzer. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
Melrose and Westbourne at 10 
p.m. 
 
July 26 
 
At 2:17 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
9000 block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 8200 block of 
Norton at 2:30 a.m. 
 
At 9:57 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Poinsettia and Santa Monica. 

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1000 block of 
Gardner at 4:45 p.m. 
 
At 5:08 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Almont and Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 800 block of 
West Knoll at midnight. 
 
July 27 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7100 block of Santa 
Monica at 5:22 a.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
600 block of N. Detroit.  
 
July 28 
 
At 12:39 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 700 block of 
West Knoll. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 8900 block of Santa 
Monica at 3:36 a.m. 
 
July 29 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7700 block of 
Willoughby at 2:30 a.m. 
 
At 9:32 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
1000 block of Fuller. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8700 block of 
Holloway at 1 p.m. 
 
At 4:29 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Crescent Heights and Santa 
Monica. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 900 block of Doheny at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
July 30 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8900 block of Santa 
Monica at 5:09 p.m. 
 
At 8:40 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8300 
block of Santa Monica. 
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
July 24 
 
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Second and Detroit. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 300 block of 
Hauser at 1 a.m. 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 100 
block of S. Robertson. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Martel and 
Oakwood at 3 a.m. 
 
At 3:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 1300 block 
of N. Highland. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Santa 
Monica and Wilcox at 6:30 a.m. 
 
At 1:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6800 
block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 6000 block of Santa 
Monica at 4:20 p.m. 
 
July 25 
 
At 1:43 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 200 
block of N. Ridgewood. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 100 block of N. 
Laurel at 2:45 p.m. 
 
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 700 
block of S. Ridgeley. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 400 block of 
N. Fairfax at 10:20 p.m. 
 
July 26 
 
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the 
8000 block of Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 400 block of S. 
Cloverdale at 1 a.m. 
 
At 3:50 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 5600 block of 
Lexington. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7400 block of 
Beverly at 4:17 a.m. 
 
At 5:58 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 300 
block of N. Larchmont. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Lexington 
and Vine at 10:20 a.m. 
 
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 5300 block 
of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 3100 block of S. La Brea 
at 12:55 p.m. 
 
At 1:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6500 
block of Yucca. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 8400 block of 
Melrose at 2:21 p.m. 
 
At 7:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
7000 block of Lanewood. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8600 block of Gregory 
at 7:30 p.m. 
 
July 27 
 
At 2:05 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 900 block 
of N. Vine. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1800 block of N. 
Van Ness at 11:30 a.m. 
 
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Cherokee and 
Selma. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 400 block of S. La 
Brea at 11:50 a.m. 
 
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
1100 block of S. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 900 block of 
N. Hudson at 2:30 p.m. 
 
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 300 
block of N. Plymouth. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
La Brea and Sunset at 5:45 p.m. 
 
At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Selma and 
Cahuenga. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 6100 block of Wilshire at 
7:20 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 6700 
block of Colgate. 

An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 400 block of S. 
Mansfield at 9:30 p.m. 
 
July 28 
 
An attempted theft was reported 
theft near the corner of Gower and 
Barton at 1 p.m. 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Sunset and Bronson. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 8400 block of 
Beverly at 6:35 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1700 
block of Argyle. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6100 block of 
Hollywood at 9:45 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
400 block of S. Detroit. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 600 block of S. 
Detroit at 10 p.m. 
 
At 11:10 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim near the 
corner of McCadden and Sunset. 
 
July 29 
 
At 12:05 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
200 block of S. La Brea. 
 
An attempted vehicle burglary was 
reported in the 300 block of S. 
Muirfield at 4:36 a.m. 
 
At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 1700 block 
of N. Highland. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 5600 block of 
Wilshire at 6:14 a.m. 
 
At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 1600 block 
of N. Gower. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6400 block of 
Wilshire at 9:45 a.m. 
 
At 1:12 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1400 
block of Cherokee. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Sunset 
and Hudson at 2:15 p.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1400 
block of N. Cherokee.  
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident 
near the corner of Yucca and 
Cahuenga at 8 p.m. 
 
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Hawthorn and 
Orange. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 600 block of S. 
Mansfield at 8:45 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 1100 
block of Tamarind. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 700 block of S. 
Lorraine at 9:56 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 2300 
block of N. Highland. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 500 block of N. 
Highland at 10:20 p.m. 
 
At 10:40 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 7000 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
First and Sweetzer at 11:30 p.m. 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
July 24 and July 30. The information was compiled from 
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: 
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.
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6333 W. Third St. 
323.938.5131

www.marcondas.com 

Family Owned in the
Original Farmers Market 

for 81 Years

Piedmontese Boneless 
Rib Eye or
NY Steak 

$19.98 per lb. 
with this ad • Expires 8/10/2022

SUMMER 

SIZZLE

In the Original  Farmers Market  3rd & Fairfax 
 (323)933-8446  • (323)933-8447

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Summer Music at
the Farmers Market

Summer live music is back at the
Original Farmers Market Plaza

near the Clock Tower. The August
lineup features jazz, bebop, swing,
Texas blues rock and top cover
music. Straight jazz and bebop by
Ernie Watts Quartet is Aug. 4 from
6-8 p.m. Jumpin’ Joz swing music
is performed on Aug. 11. Listen to
Texas Blues Rock by Paul Val on
Aug. 18 and your favorite top cover
songs by Guilty Pleasure Makers on
Aug. 25. farmersmarketla.com.
6333 W. Third St., (323)933-9211. 

Beat the Heat at
Ray’s Stark Bar

Dine at Ray’s Stark Bar and listen
to some top talent during Jazz at

LACMA. Live music is presented in
front of Ray’s Stark Bar every Friday

through November from 6 to 8 p.m.
Tomorrow, Aug. 5, listen to the tradi-
tional swinging, soulful lyrical
music by the legendary trio, 3 More
Sounds with alumni bassist Henry
“The Skipper” Franklin and drum-
mer Carl Burnett, along with pianist
Robert Turner. On Aug. 12, Listen
Here’s offers a jazz tribute to Eddie
Harris. Classic jazz fusion music of
the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s by the
six-piece band 6 Beats Apart. Finish
the month of August with Mz Val (a
former Raelette) performing on Aug.
26. 5905 Wilshire Blvd., (323)857-
6180.

Estérel reopens with
new chef

Within the Sofitel Los Angeles
at Beverly Hills, Chef

Fernando Bedolla presents a new
menu at Estérel. It’s a love letter to
the diverse cultures, tastes and
influences from chef Fernando’s

life. Guests can start with a new
s’mores cocktail, before selecting
an array of appetizers that include
tuna poke tostada, carnitas and fried
oysters. Entrées include a fresh
catch of the day, and a wagyu burg-
er with truffle cheese, crispy bacon
and a huckleberry spread. 8555
Beverly Blvd., (310)278-5444.

Mastro’s Ocean
Club now open

Enjoy first-class dining with the
highest quality seafood and

steaks just steps from L.A. Live. It’s
the ninth California location, with
Executive Chef Marcus Andrade
overseeing the kitchen and its daily
culinary preparations. Order one of
the two-foot-tall seafood towers or
creative sushi selections developed
by international famed sushi chef
Angel Carbajal of Cabo San Lucas’
Niksan. For guests craving surf-and-
turf, Mastro’s offers 16 different cuts
of prime beef. Sides include seared
bigeye tuna and lobster mashed pota-
toes, and chef-crafted desserts such as
the award-winning warm butter cake.
Pair with Mastro’s signature smoking
lemon drop and cosmo martinis or sip
a varietal from the first-class wine list

Executive chef Geter Atienza will debut his new modern Filipino menu
at Abernethy’s.

photo courtesy of Abernethy’s

Now at the Jerry Moss Plaza at
The Music Center,

Abernethy’s welcomes Executive
chef Geter Atienza who will debut
his new modern Filipino menu.
The talented chef has been part of
the culinary management team at
Chef Thomas Keller’s Bouchon
Bistro in Las Vegas. He was
selected by his mentor, Ray

Garcia, to be a guest chef and
share his unique narrative through
the dishes he prepares. Chef
Geter’s flavors are highlighted in
his barbecue pork skewers, mari-
nated tuna with coconut, ginger,
chiles, red onion, cucumber and
rice noodles with forest mush-
rooms and sugar snap peas. 220 N.
Hope St., (213)972-8088. 

New chef at Abernethy’s 

https://marcondas.com
https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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Mini Pies!

Perfect for 
1 or 2! 

• strawberry 
cream 

• chocolate 
cream 

• cherry 
• peach 
• lemon 

any flavor with 
pre-order!

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8440 

frances@dupars-psr.com

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Now Open Mon.-Thurs. 6:30am -7:30pm 
Fri. Sat. & Sun. Open til 8:30pm

with more than 1,100 wines from
around the globe. Live entertainment
at the piano lounge is offered daily
starting at 5 p.m. 1200 S. Figueroa
St., (213)204-6842.

Loews Hollywood
Hotel H2 

In the lobby bar at Loews
Hollywood Hotel, H2 is named for

its location at Hollywood &
Highland. The newly launched food
and beverage program, under the
direction of the new executive chef
Charly Houegban (formerly Four
Seasons Beverly Hills, Four Seasons
London and Bistro 45 in Pasadena),
includes fried finger foods such as
Louisiana dry rub wings and truffle
fries. Those looking for healthier
items will appreciate his grilled
salmon and Crest Regal Farm chick-
en. A variety of handhelds include a
crispy whiskey honey chicken sand-
wich and a portobello burger. It’s an
ideal place to grab a bite after a day of
exploring the city or to meet friends
for pre-Hollywood Bowl drinks.
Flatbreads include a Korean BBQ
that pairs well with the Hendrick’s
Gin Southside with yuzu sake, mint
and cucumber or the Runyon Canyon

made with Grey Goose, rose, agave
and strawberry. loewshotels.com/
hollywood-hotel/h2-menus. 1762
Orchid Ave, (877)875-1604.

Cocktail Fest at
Eataly

Celebrate classic Italian drinks
starting Aug. 5- through Aug.

21. Eataly has partnered with the best
bar in Milan - Camparino in Galleria,
a destination for cocktail lovers from
all over the world. Three special $10
cocktails are offered on Eataly’s
rooftop, Terra. Visit La Pizza & La
Pasta and Capri to also sip refreshing
cocktails with bowls of fresh house-
made pasta and authentic
Neapolitan-style pizza. 10250 Santa
Monica Blvd., (213)310-8000.

Music and Tacos at
Tallula’s

Every Monday through Friday
from 4-6 p.m., enjoy happy hour

prices on oysters, nachos and margar-
itas. On Mondays from 6-8 p.m., lis-
ten to a lively Spanish guitar while
sipping a special margarita. Come

back on Tuesday and order chef Juan
Robles tacos, such as his jalapeno
miso glazed rock cod with gua-
camole, or carnitas with white onion
and salsa roja. Guests can order a mix
and match three taco plate. Weekend
brunch on Saturday and Sunday is
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., featuring savory
Bloody Marias and crunchy chi-
laquiles. 118 Entrada Drive, Santa
Monica, (310)526-0027.

Bourbon Room new
dinner menu 

Chef Frankie Guerrero’s new
dinner menu features upscale

American comfort food that
includes Snake River Farms wagyu
burger, shrimp roll, fried chicken
sandwich and steak frites. Diners
can eat and drink before, during or
after one of the live music, comedy
and theatrical shows in
Hollywood’s Vinyl District.
Highlights include The
Untouchables with Midway on
Aug. 11 and on Aug. 12 see Dear
Amy, an Amy Winehouse tribute
show. ticketweb.com/venue/the-
bourbon- room- los -ange les -
ca/505385. 6356 Hollywood Blvd.,
(213)667-4233.

Loco Coco has opened its first bright pink shop in Venice offering a
spacious dining patio and some indoor seating.

photo courtesy of Loco Coco

A plant-based New York import
has opened its first bright

pink shop in Venice offering a spa-
cious dining patio and some
indoor seating. Come in for a vari-
ety of superfood-based bowls,
smoothies with over 40 superfood
boosters and soft serve. The ener-
gy-efficient building is solar pow-
ered, and the bowls and utensils
are made from recycled coconuts

and solely biodegradable packag-
ing.  Comfortable outdoor furni-
ture is provided by Kartel and
Roly Poly. Free wifi is offered for
guests and art by local talent is dis-
played. Owner Max Alcobi hopes
to establish some strong roots in
the community hosting workshops
and fundraisers. Open from 8
a.m.-8 p.m. loco-coco.com. 1202
Abbot Kinney. 

Loco Coco opens on Abbot Kinney

https://markettavernla.com
https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE  

      

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a Public 
Hearing to consider the following item: 
 
LOCATIONS:             645-685 N. ROBERTSON BOULEVARD,  
                                   West Hollywood, California;  
                                   8954 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD,  
                                   West Hollywood, California; and 
                                   648-654 N. LA PEER DRIVE,  
                                   West Hollywood, California 
 
REQUEST: The City Council will hold a public hearing regarding: 1) Adopt 

an addendum to the certified Environmental Impact Report, 
2) Amend the Robertson Lane Specific Plan, 3) redevelop the 
commercial site at 8954 Santa Monica Boulevard, West Hol-
lywood, California and 685 N. Robertson Boulevard, West 
Hollywood, California, to include a two-story building with 
restaurant and nightclub uses, and 4) Amend entitlements to 
redevelop a commercial site to include a 239,128 square-foot 
123 room hotel with associated restaurant, retail, office, and 
nightclub uses and subterranean parking for the properties lo-
cated at 645-681 N. Robertson Boulevard, West Hollywood, 
California and 648-654 N. La Peer Drive, West Hollywood, 
California. 

 
PERMIT(S): Administrative Permit, Administrative Permit Amendment, 

Certificate of Appropriateness, Demolition Permit, Demolition 
Permit Amendment, Development Permit, Development Per-
mit Amendment, Conditional Use Permit, Conditional Use Per-
mit Amendment, Minor Conditional Use Permit, Minor 
Conditional Use Permit Amendment, Subdivision Amendment, 
General Plan Amendment, Zone Map Amendment, Zone Text 
Amendment, Robertson Lane Specific Plan Amendment, and 
any other required permits. 

 
APPLICANT(S):        Robertson Collection / Faring Capital 
 
TIME/PLACE             Monday, August 15, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 
OF HEARING:           West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room – Council 

Chambers 
                                   625 N. San Vicente Boulevard 
                                   West Hollywood, CA  90069 
 
ZONES:                     RLSP (Robertson Lane Specific Plan) 
                                   CN2 (Community Neighborhood 2) 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS:                    Addendum to the Environmental Impact Report prepared. 

 
The staff report will be available on Wednesday, August 10, 2022 on-line at
www.weho.org  
 
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those is-
sues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in 
the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood City Council, via the 
Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the Public Hearing. 
 
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the 
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the 
City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.   
 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to ex-
press their opinion in this matter. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Laurie Yelton, Associate 
Planner in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or 
via email at:  lyelton@weho.org 
 
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополни-
тельной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-848-
6826.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood 
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to con-
sider the following item: 
 
LOCATIONS:            948-954 N. SAN VICENTE  
                                 BOULEVARD,  
                                 West Hollywood, California 
 
REQUEST: Request to demolish three resi-

dential apartment buildings on 
two contiguous parcels, and 
construct a five-story, 24-unit 
residential building with four in-
clusionary units over a semi-
subterranean parking garage. 

 
PERMIT(S):              Demolition Permit, Development 

Permit, Subdivision Permit, and 
any other required permits. 

 
APPLICANT(S):       Empire at San Vicente, LLC 

(Craig Berberian) 
  
TIME/PLACE            Teleconference Meeting 
OF HEARING:          Thursday, August 18, 2022 at 

6:30 p.m. 
                                 This meeting will be a teleconfer-

enced meeting (with detailed in-
structions for participation 
included on the posted agenda). 
(Dial In (669) 900-6833/ Meeting 
ID: 813 7269 4534) 

 
ZONES:                    R4B (Residential Multi-Family, 

High Density) 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS:                   Categorically exempt from Cali-

fornia Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Regulations pursuant to 
Section §15332 (In-Fill Develop-
ment Project) 

 
 
The staff report will be available on Thursday, August 
11, 2022 at www.weho.org 
 
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or 
in the written correspondence delivered to the West 
Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Planning & 
Development Services Department at, or prior to, the 
Public Hearing. 
 
If you require special assistance to participate in this 
meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you 
must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office 
of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6800 at least 48 hours 
prior to the meeting.   
 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate 
in said Public Hearing to express their opinion in this 
matter. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, 
contact Antonio Castillo, Senior Planner in the Planning 
& Development Services Department at (323) 848-
6475; or via email at:  acastillo@weho.org  
 
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении про-
екта. Для дополнительной информации 
на русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.

https://www.weho.org
https://www.weho.org
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BIDS –  
The City of Beverly Hills (City), Cal-
ifornia invites electronic bids for the 
OUTDOOR WARNING SIREN 
SYSTEM PROJECT within the city 
of Beverly Hills, California. The City 
will receive such bids electronically 
via PlanetBids  up to 2:00 p.m. on 
August 30, 2022. https://pbsys-
tem.planetbids.com/portal/39493/b
o/bo-detail/96191

PRE-BID MEETING – A virtual 
pre-bid meeting is scheduled for Au-
gust 9, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. Click 
here to join the meeting. There will 
be site tours for all sites on August 
10, 2022 beginning at 10:00 a.m at 
Roxbury Park located at 471 S. 
Roxbury Dr., Beverly Hills, CA 
90210. Every Bidder is encouraged 
to attend the pre-bid meeting and 
site tours. 

SCOPE OF THE WORK – The 
work to be done shall consist of fur-
nishing all required labor, materials, 
equipment, parts, implements, sup-
plies, and permits necessary for, or 
appurtenant to, the construction and 
completion of the project indicated 
above in accordance with Drawings 
and Specifications prepared for this 
project. 

In general terms, the contract work 
for this project shall consist of the 
following items of work: 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS – Pro-
posals for the OUTDOOR WARN-
ING SIREN SYSTEM within the City 
of Beverly Hills, California, shall be 
uploaded as a PDF file to Planet-
Bids up to the hour of 2:00 p.m., on 
August 30, 2022. Bid results as sub-
mitted will be posted on PlanetBids 
soon after downloading the bids. 
Award of the contract will be made 
during a subsequent meeting of the 
City Council.

ENGINEER’S ESTIMATE – The 
preliminary cost of construction of 

this Work has been prepared and 
the said estimate is $1.2 million. 

LIQUIDATED DAMAGES – There 
will be a Five Hundred Dollar 
($500.00) assessment for each cal-
endar day that work remains incom-
plete beyond the time stated in the 
Proposal Form. Refer to the Pro-
posal Form for specific details. 

BIDDER’S QUESTIONS – Any 
questions or requests for information 
shall be emailed to the project 
manager, Samer Elayyan, P.E., at 
Selayyan@beverlyhills.org by 
5:00pm on August 17, 2022. Any 
questions submitted after due date 
will not be responded to.

CONTRACTORS LICENSE – At 
the time of the Bid Deadline and at 
all times during performance of the 
Work, including full completion of all 
corrective work during the Correc-
tion Period, the Contractor must 
possess a California contractor’s li-
cense or licenses, current and ac-
tive, of the classification required for 
the Work, in accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 9, Division 3, 
Section 7000 et seq. of the Busi-
ness and Professions Code.  

In compliance with Public Contract 
Code Section 3300, the City has de-
termined that the Bidder must pos-
sess the following license(s): Class 
“A” General Engineering Con-
tractor 

SUBSTITUTION OF SECURITIES 
- Pursuant to California Public Con-
tract Code Section 22300, substitu-

tion of securities for withheld funds 
is permitted in accordance there-
with. 

THE CITY RESERVES THE RIGHT 
TO REJECT ANY BID OR ALL 
THE BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY 
INFORMALITY OR IRREGULAR-
ITY IN ANY BID, BUT IF THE BIDS 
ARE ACCEPTED, THE CON-
TRACT FOR THE IMPROVEMENT 
WILL BE LET TO THE LOWEST 
RESPONSIBLE BIDDER FOR 
THE PROJECT AS A WHOLE. 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
for the 

OUTDOOR WARNING SIREN SYSTEM 
WITHIN THE CITY OF BEVERLY 

HILLS, CALIFORNIA 
Bid No. 23-350-6 

For decades, the treatment for a
young child with a broken femur has
been the same: a surgically placed
spica cast, commonly known as a
body cast. But now, thanks to a new
study led by Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles, the days of casting the
injuries may soon be over. 

The study, led by Dr. Lindsay
Andras, vice chief of the Jackie and
Gene Autry Orthopedic Center at
CHLA, found that a pre-made func-
tional brace provides equal healing
to the cumbersome spica cast for
young children with femur, or thigh-
bone, fractures. The braces also
eliminate the need for anesthesia and
are easier for parents to clean and
care for. 

Andras presented the results of the
randomized controlled trial – a col-
laboration with colleagues at
Children’s Hospital Colorado – at
the Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of
North America annual meeting in
May. The team received the award
for Best Clinical Paper out of 170
papers presented at the conference. 

“We’re very excited,” Andras
said. “A hatred of spica casts is pret-
ty universal in pediatric orthopedics.
We think the braces are going to be a
total game-changer.” 

The project came about after a
group of Chicago researchers found
in 2016 that a custom-made func-
tional brace had equivalent healing
to a spica cast in young children with
femur fractures. 

Although the results were encour-
aging, Andras discovered two prob-
lems. First, the braces had to be cus-
tom-made for each child – a process
requiring expensive equipment that
most orthotists didn’t have. Second,
patients had to wait a couple of days
while the brace was made, which
created logistical challenges for fam-
ilies. 

To overcome the obstacles,
Andras and her colleagues proposed
pre-making the braces in set sizes
and then custom-fitting them to each
child. To see if the standardized
braces would achieve similar results,
the team secured a grant from

POSNA and began enrolling
patients in 2019. 

The study focused on children
ages 6 months to 5 years with dia-
physeal femur fractures. Patients
were randomized into two groups:
One received the traditional, surgi-
cally placed spica cast, and the other
group received a pre-made, func-
tional brace that was custom-fitted at
the bedside by an orthotist. 

The study included 63 children –
29 in the cast group and 34 in the
brace group. Six weeks after treat-
ment, all fractures in both groups
had successfully healed. At one year,
all patients were ambulatory and
participating in activities without
restrictions, except one child who
had sustained an unrelated ankle
fracture. 

“We are still collecting data, but
we feel confident that the standard-
ized functional brace achieves
equivalent fracture healing out-
comes to the spica cast,” Andras
said. 

For information, visit chla.org.

CHLA studies alternatives for treating broken bones

CHA Hollywood Presbyterian
Medical Center has received the
American Heart Association’s Gold
Plus Get With The Guidelines-
Stroke quality achievement award
for its commitment to ensuring
stroke patients receive the most
appropriate treatment based on
nationally recognized, research-
based guidelines. 

The medical center has also
launched telestroke services to pro-
vide timely assessment of strokes
and improve the quality of care to
patients through a collaboration
with the USC TeleStroke and
Neurological Emergency Program. 

“CHA HPMC is committed to
improving patient care by adhering
to the latest treatment guidelines,”
said Marcel Loh, President and
CEO of CHA Hollywood
Presbyterian Medical Center. “Get
With The Guidelines makes it easier
for our teams to put proven knowl-
edge and guidelines to work on a
daily basis, which studies show can
help patients recover better.” 

Stroke is the No. 5 cause of
death, and a leading cause of dis-
ability, in the United States. A
stroke occurs when a blood vessel
that carries oxygen and nutrients to
the brain is either blocked by a clot
or bursts. When that happens, part
of the brain cannot get the blood
and oxygen it needs, and brain cells
die. Early stroke detection and
treatment are key to improving sur-
vival, minimizing disability and
accelerating recovery times, hospi-
tal officials said. 

“We are incredibly pleased to
recognize CHA HPMC for its com-
mitment to caring for patients with
stroke,” said Dr. Steven Messe,
chair of the Stroke System of Care
Advisory Group. “Participation in
Get With The Guidelines is associ-
ated with improved patient out-
comes, fewer readmissions and
lower mortality rates – a win for
health care systems, families and
communities.” 

CHA HPMC also received the
American Heart Association’s

Target: Type 2 Diabetes Honor Roll
award. Target: Type 2 Diabetes
aims to ensure patients with Type 2
diabetes, who might be at higher
risk for complications, receive the
most up-to-date, evidence-based
care when hospitalized due to
stroke. 

The telestroke program allows
physicians in the emergency room
at CHA Hollywood Presbyterian
Medical Center to consult directly
with Keck Medicine of USC stroke
neurologists. The program is avail-
able 24 hours for neurological
emergencies. 

“With the launch of stroke
telemedicine services, our care-
givers can easily consult with
physicians board-certified in stroke
neurology and neurocritical care to
offer timely treatment, eliminating
the need to transfer critically ill
stroke patients,” Loh said. 

CHA Hollywood Presbyterian
Medical Center is located at 1300
N. Vermont Ave. For information,
visit hollywoodpresbyterian.com.

Hospital receives high marks for stroke treatment 

photo courtesy of CHA Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center 

CHA Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center has been recognized as a
leader in the treatment of stroke. 

Cedars-Sinai has been named the
No. 2 hospital in the nation and No.
1 in California in the “U.S. News &
World Report” best hospitals rank-
ings.  

The U.S. News rankings are
based on patient outcomes, patient
experience, technology, reputation
and a variety of other health-related
measures, according to surveyed

physicians. 
Cedars-Sinai had 11 specialties

ranked nationally, according to the
hospital rankings released on July
26.  

Specifically, the medical center
was ranked No. 11 in cancer treat-
ment nationally; No. 3 in cardiolo-
gy and heart surgery; No. 12 in dia-
betes and endocrinology; No. 3 in

ear, nose and throat treatment; No.
2 in gastroenterology and gastroin-
testinal surgery; No. 10 in geriatric
treatments; No. 7 in neurology and
neurosurgery; No. 15 in obstetrics
and gynecology; No. 3 in orthope-
dics; No. 3 in pulmonology and
lung surgery; and No. 3 in urology.  

Thomas M. Priselac, president
and CEO of Cedars-Sinai Health
System, said the rankings reflect
the tireless commitment of all those
who work and practice at Cedars-
Sinai to deliver the highest-quality
patient care. Priselac said the com-
mitment has been especially mean-
ingful during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

“Thanks to the dedication of our
physicians, nurses, academic lead-
ers and thousands of others on our
staff, Cedars-Sinai continues to
provide innovative healthcare,
enhanced by our commitment to
pioneering research, teaching and
education,” Priselac said. “We are
proud of Cedars-Sinai's contribu-
tions to our diverse Los Angeles
community as well as nationally
and globally.” 

For informtion, visit cedars-
sinai.edu.

Cedars-Sinai ranked high in national review 

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center was ranked as the No. 2 hospital in the
nation, and the No. 1 hospital in California, by U.S. News & World Report. 

https://www.beverlyhills.org
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5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox) 
(323)467-7124

Paper Goods • Decorations 
 Balloons  • Banners • Centerpieces 

Piñatas & MORE!

SUMMER

10% off all merchandise in the store 
with this coupon!

 discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

We’ve Got Everything  
to Make Your Summer a  

SMASH!

We’ve Got Everything  
to Make Your Summer a  

By Jill Weinlein

Taste summer at Jean-Georges Waldorf Astoria
The Waldorf Astoria in Beverly

Hills recently named Peleg Miron
as executive chef at Jean-Georges
Beverly Hills. I fondly remember
meeting this talented chef last
spring when he helped prepare an
exquisite seasonal tasting menu at
Jean-Georges. He worked side-by-
side with master chef Jean George
Vongerichten and culinary director
Steve Benjamin.

Chef Miron brings over 15 years
of culinary expertise and is respon-
sible for overseeing all food and
beverage initiatives at Jean-
Georges Beverly Hills, plus The
Rooftop by JG, the Lobby Lounge,
in-room dining, catering and pri-
vate events. Born and raised in
Israel, he moved to San Francisco
to attend and graduate from the
California Culinary Academy’s Le
Cordon Bleu. After meeting
celebrity chef Wolfgang Puck,
Miron worked for Wolfgang Puck
Fine Dining Group as the executive
chef at Spago restaurant at the Four
Seasons Resort Maui at Wailea.
Prior to that, he opened the first
international Spago restaurant
when he was the executive chef at
St. Regis Hotel Istanbul.

My husband and I recently dined
there to experience the restaurant’s
new Taste of Summer menu. It’s a
collaborative menu by
Vongerichten and Miron with exec-
utive sous chef Alan Chang and
senior sous chef Matthew Ramirez.

The dinner began with a deca-
dent and savory Napoleon style
appetizer. Instead of pastry sheets,
the NApoleon is made with thinly

sliced toasted brioche bread. In the
middle were two tempered organic
egg yolks and a generous spoonful
of Petrossian Ossetra caviar on top.
The buttery brioche is cut to a pre-
cise size, about ¼ inch thick. The
creaminess of the tempered egg
yolks that were sous vide for over
one hour, with the saltiness of the
caviar, paired well with a glass of
French Billecart-Salmon Brut “Jean
Georges” Champagne. It’s dry with
a pleasing nose of green apple and
hints of melon and ripe pear. The
soft and tiny bubbles cleanse the
palate for the next course. 

Presented in an artistic wavy,
clear glass bowl were slices of fresh
snapper decorated with ribbons of
red onion, slices of cucumber and
cubes of watermelon and avocado.
The smoothness of the fresh fish
and avocado along with the sweet-
ness of the watermelon and crunch
of the cucumber made this refresh-
ing ceviche one of my favorite
courses. Wine pairing recommen-
dations included a taste of Marc
Bredif Vouvray Classic 2020. This
Vouvray Chenin Blanc has a pretty
crystalline pale-yellow color and a
fine nose of ripe peach and pear,
with a hint of pineapple and whis-
per of citrus. Its lemony freshness
provides a long and lively fruit fin-
ish.

For our next course, the somme-
lier brought over a bottle of
Trimbach “Reserve” Resiling 2017,
to sip with corn and Thai basil pot-
stickers garnished with micro
greens. Corn is the quintessential
summer flavor and these pot stick-

with this course is a glass of
Continuum Estate Premiere Napa
Valley, Oakville 2016. This is
among the highest-priced wines
from Oakville, and for oenophiles,
it’s a joy to enjoy during dinner at
Jean-Georges Beverly Hills.

For dessert, order the famed
molten chocolate cake created by
Jean-Georges over 20 years ago.
The moist chocolate cake has warm
dark melted chocolate flowing
through the middle and Valrhona
chocolate dust and broken choco-
late bits on the plate. Guests are
offered a small glass of full-bodied
1999 Broadbent “Colheita”
Madeira, which has a vibrant bou-
quet of honey, figs and dates. 

For the pièce de résistance, five
bite-sized colorful mignardises
arrived on a plate to signal the end
of a meal. A chocolate cookie, a
coconut macaroon, fudge-like

chocolate with Waldorf Astoria
Beverly Hills emblazoned on top
and colorful macarons arrived as
jewels on a plate. The above items
can be ordered a la carte or as a
Taste of Summer tasting menu for
$180 per person. This tasting menu
with a wine pairing is $340. Aug. 5
at 7 p.m. is the launch of a new din-
ner series “Sip & Savor, A Wine
and Culinary Dinner Series.” It’s an
8-course savory menu in partner-
ship with Peake Ranch and
Petrossian Caviar. Highlights of the
menu include braised rabbit and
slow cooked halibut paired with
vintage wine selections. Prices start
at $295 per person. Reservations
can be made via OpenTable at
opentable.com/booking/experi-
ences-availability?rid=350623
&restref=350623&experienceId=9
4808. $$$ 9850 Wilshire Blvd.,
(310)860-6700.

ers dazzle in a soy-lime and ginger
sauce providing a delightful citrus
and earthy herb combination. 

Next a pour from a Russian River
Valley favorite, Dehlinger
“Altamont” Pinot Noir 2017, paired
nicely with a tender black bass filet
topped with long sliced grilled
mushrooms and a perfectly cooked
summer green and yellow bean.
There was a hint of lavender
essence in the sesame vinaigrette
poured on top.

Roasted wagyu beef tenderloin
was served with tender glazed car-
rots and dots of miso mustard sauce
to swipe on each tenderly cut piece
of meat. We sipped a rustic
O'Shaughnessy Cabernet
Sauvignon Howell Mountain 2018.
This medium-bodied Napa Valley
wine offered a floral and fruity
nose, with hints of dark cherry,
licorice, tea leaf and chocolate with
each sip. Another wine to enjoy

Jean-Georges offers one-of-a-kind desserts.
photo by Jill Weinlein

Nisei Week celebrates Japanese culture
Celebrate Japanese and Japanese

American heritage and traditions
during the 80th annual Nisei Week
Japanese Festival, one of Los
Angeles’ largest Japanese cultural
experiences, taking place Saturday,
Aug. 13 through Sunday, Aug. 21.

As one of the nation’s longest-
running multi-weekend ethnic festi-
vals, Nisei Week pays homage to
those who blazed the trail for
Japanese-American tradition within
the vibrant city of Los Angeles dur-
ing two weekends of free, family-
friendly cultural events, interactive
activities and live music.

The event will take place in Little
Tokyo in downtown. For informa-
tion, visit niseiweek Nisei Week will take place Aug. 13-21.

photo by Toyo Miyatake Studio

The Farmers Market will be
kicking off this weekend with EB’s
Dance Party featuring live music
this Friday, Aug. 5, at 7 p.m. At this
event will be a performance from
L.A.’s tribute band to Deep Purple,
Deepest Purple. Immediately fol-
lowing this show will feature a per-
formance from The Long Shadows
alongside DJ Dandy Randy Rock n
Soul Vinyl Groove at the Market
Tavern starting at 9 p.m.

Events presented by the Market
Tavern will premiere shows through-
out the weekend hosting Live Music
Americana this Saturday, Aug. 6, at 8
p.m. and Karaoke with Perry
Sunday, Aug. 7, at 7 p.m.

The party continues the follow-
ing weekend with yet another trib-
ute band playing homage to the
Rolling Stones, Paint it Black,
beginning again at 7 p.m. next
Friday, Aug. 12. Previously slated
Market Tavern events and perfor-
mances will be reoccurring

The Farmers Market brings weekend music 

The Long Shadows perforning at the Market Tavern.
photo by courtesy of the Market Tavern

throughout the month of August.
The Original Farmers Market and

Market Tavern are located at 6333
W 3rd St.

http://www.vineamericanparty.com
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In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8440 

frances@dupars-psr.com

COOL  
OFF with our  

Mango Sorbet

Shakes  
Malts 
Ice Cream  
Cones

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Celebrate National IPA Day Aug. 4 at Rock & Brews.
photo courtesy of Rock & Brews

Raise a glass of ‘Hazed &
Confused’ IPA to celebrate

National IPA Day Aug. 4 at Rock &
Brews. KISS front men Paul
Stanley and Gene Simmons’ lively
restaurants offer 52 beers on tap.
For just $5, this ‘Hazed &
Confused’ IPA offers floral notes,
with a crisp and hop-forward finish.
It’s available at all five SoCal loca-
tions and Rock & Brews casino

locations. In partnership with
Buzzrock Brewing, Rock & Brews
and reggae rock band Slightly
Stoopid have released a new citrus-
forward fruit lager called the
“Tangie Summer Haze.” This is
exclusively sold at select SoCal
locations in El Segundo, Redondo
Beach, Tustin, Corona and Buena
Park. rockandbrews.com. 143 Main
St., El Segundo, (310)648-8995.

National IPA Day at Rock & Brews

photo courtesy of Frances Tario

Summer is the perfect time for pie 
Summer is the perfect time for

pie and Du-par’s offers a wide
selection – from key lime to fresh
strawberry and for August, a mango
cream cheese pie. If it’s for a party
of one or a couple, a mini pie could
be the just-sized dessert. Du-par’s
has a variety ready-made, including,
cherry, peach, chocolate and straw-
berry cream. Pre-orders are avail-
able in any flavor Du-par’s bakes.
The bakery is open everyday from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m.

Du-par’s at the Original Farmers
Market has an extensive menu begin-
ning with their famous hot cakes –
served all day. Their Blue Plate
Specials, burgers, sandwiches and
homemade dinners have been satisfy-
ing hungry dinners since 1938.

Two patios provide outdoor seat-
ing, one overlooking their garden
and the other is a perfect venue for
private parties. The restaurant recent-
ly extended serving hours until 8:30
p.m. on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays. They open daily at 6:30
a.m. and on weekends at 6 a.m. 

Du-par’s is located at 6333 W.
Third St. at Original Farmers Market,
at the corner of Third and Fairfax. 

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE      

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission 
will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item: 

LOCATIONS:          Citywide, West Hollywood, California 

REQUEST: The Planning Commission will make a recommendation 
to the City Council for a proposed zone text amendment 
to prohibit new service station land uses and expansion 
of additional fossil fuel pumps. 

PERMIT(S):             Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits. 

APPLICANT(S):      City of West Hollywood 
  
TIME/PLACE           Teleconference Meeting
OF HEARING:         Thursday, August 18, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.
                                This meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with de-

tailed instructions for participation included on the posted 
agenda). (Dial In (669) 900-6833/ Meeting ID: 813 7269 
4534) 

ZONES:                   Citywide 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS: Exempt from the provisions of the California Environmen-

tal Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Sections §15061(b)(3) 
(Common Sense Exemption), §15301 (Existing Facilities), 
and §15378 (Project). 

City Hall is open to the public for service on a walk-in basis, however ap-
pointments will continue to be available and highly encouraged.  The staff report 
will be available on Thursday, August 11, 2022 on-line at www.weho.org

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those 
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this no-
tice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning 
Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior 
to, the Public Hearing. 

To comply with the American with Disabilities Act of 1990, If you require special 
assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), 
you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the City Clerk at 
(323) 848-6800 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.   

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing 
to express their opinion in this matter. 

For further information regarding this item, contact Paige Portwood, Associate 
Planner in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-
6401; or via email at:  pportwood@weho.org

Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на
русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.

LACMA gala honors pioneers in art and film
The Los Angeles County

Museum of Art has announced it
will honor Helen Pashgian and Park
Chan-wook at the 2022 Art+Film
Gala on Saturday, Nov. 5.

LACMA trustee Eva Chow and
actor Leonardo DiCaprio, who
have championed the museum’s
film initiatives since 2011, will
serve as co-chairs for the 2022
Art+Film Gala. Gucci is the pre-
senting sponsor.

In 2014, LACMA presented the
first large-scale sculptural installa-
tion by honoree Pashgian titled
“Helen Pashgian: Light Invisible.”
The artist’s “Untitled” (2012-13),
which entered the museum’s per-
manent collection in 2014, is com-
posed of 12 molded acrylic
columns that fill an entire gallery,
creating an immersive viewing
experience that invites meditations
on the nature of material and light.
The monumental work traveled in
2014-15 to the Frist Art Museum,
and last summer was the center-
piece of a major monographic exhi-
bition at SITE Santa Fe.

Park is a South Korean director,
screenwriter and producer whose
most recent work, “Decision to
Leave,” won the Cannes Best
Director award in 2022. Since the
release of his Korean box office
record-breaking “Joint Security

Area” in 2000, Park’s diverse body
of work has garnered recognition at
home and abroad. The filmmaker’s
work expanded in 2013 to include
English-language films with
“Stoker,” released worldwide. He
also produced Korean filmmaker
Bong Joon-ho’s first English lan-
guage film, “Snowpiercer,” in 2013,
and directed the television series
“The Little Drummer Girl” in 2018.

“I’m so pleased that we will be
honoring Helen Pashgian, who has
played an indelible role in the
Southern California art community
and has been a friend of the muse-
um for so long,” LACMA CEO and
Wallis Annenberg Director Michael
Govan said. “We are also excited to
recognize Park Chan-wook, whose
unforgettable films never fail to
show us the power of cinema.
Honoring these two artists together
continues the vitally important dia-
logue between art and film that this
event supports.”

“It is always a privilege to bring
the worlds of art and film together
at the Art+Film Gala. We are
thrilled to honor Helen Pashgian
and Park Chan-wook, both vision-
aries who have pushed the bound-
aries of their fields,” Chow added.
“I’m so grateful to Gucci, our part-
ner since the first Art+Film Gala,
for making this event possible for

the 11th year.”
Proceeds from the annual gala

help underwrite LACMA’s initia-
tive to make film more central to
the museum’s curatorial program-
ming, while also funding exhibi-
tions, acquisitions and educational
programming that explore the inter-
section of art and film.

For information and tickets, call
(323)857-4770, or email artand-
film@lacma.org.

Artist Helen Pashgian and filmmaker Park Chan-wook will be recognized
at LACMA for their contributions.

photo of Helen Pashgian courtesy of the artist and Lehmann Maupin; photo of Park Chan-wook ©
2022, CJ ENM, all rights reserved

Community takes a 
bite out of crime

McGruff the Crime Dog helped kids in West Hollywood take a bite
out of crime in this photograph from the Aug. 5, 1999, issue of the
Beverly Press and Park Labrea News. McGruff joined community
members at the city’s the annual National Night Out Against Crime
event. The annual celebration brings residents and local law enforce-
ment officials together in an informal setting, raising awareness about
efforts to prevent crime. This year, National Night Out Against Crime
events were held in Beverly Hills, West Hollywood and Los Angeles.
article.

https://www.weho.org
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

     

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission will 
hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:

LOCATIONS:            8920 SUNSET BOULEVARD,  
                                 West Hollywood, California 

REQUEST: Request regarding a determination of a general plan consis-
tency for the summary vacation of a street easement adja-
cent to the property, pursuant to Government Code Section
§65402. 

PERMIT(S):              General Plan Consistency, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):       City of West Hollywood 
  
TIME/PLACE            Teleconference Meeting
OF HEARING:          Thursday, August 18, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.
                                 This meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed

instructions for participation included on the posted agenda). 
(Dial In (669) 900-6833/ Meeting ID: 813 7269 4534) 

ZONES:                    SSP (Sunset Specific Plan) 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS:                   Categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality

Act (CEQA) Regulations pursuant to Section §15305 (Minor
Alterations in Land Use Limitation) 

The staff report will be available on Thursday, August 11, 2022 at www.weho.org 

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice,
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning Com-
mission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the
Public Hearing. 

If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of
the City Clerk at (323) 848-6800 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to
express their opinion in this matter. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Doug Vu, Senior Plan-
ner in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via
email at:  dvu@weho.org

Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополни-
тельной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-848-
6826.

Uhura’s enduring legacy lives on

An image of Nichelle Nichols as Lt. Uhura was used in a photograph by
NASA Recruiter in 1977. 

photo courtesy of NASA

A legend is gone. Nichelle Nichols,
the original actor behind “Star Trek’s”
Lt. Nyota Uhura, died of heart failure
on July 30 in New Mexico at age 89.
While her time as lead communica-
tions officer on the Starship
Enterprise’s bridge seemed to end
more than three decades ago follow-
ing the sixth film featuring Uhura, her
legacy ascends mortal limits.

Nichols’ importance to TV histo-
ry is well known. Over a decade
ago, she clearly told NPR just how
much her role on “Star Trek,” which
ran from 1966 to 1969, meant to
Black viewers like Martin Luther
King Jr., especially when the two
met and she mentioned her plan to
leave the show after the first season.

“‘You cannot do that,’” Nichols
recalled of what King said to her.
“And I was stunned. He said,
‘Don’t you understand what this
woman has achieved? For the first
time, we are being seen the world
over as we should be seen.’ He
says, ‘Do you understand that this
is the only show that my wife
Coretta and I will allow our little
children to stay up and watch?’ I
was speechless.”

She served in Starfleet, the
exploratory wing of the United
Federation of Planets, for three sea-
sons in the original series, another
two in the first “Star Trek” animat-
ed series, six feature films and a
host of ancillary “Trek” content.

She parlayed this immense role
into a host of others, including
vocal appearances as herself in
“Futurama” and “The Simpsons”
and fandom winks in adjacent
genre series like “Batman: The
Animated Series” and “Heroes.”
(She even appeared on “The Young
and the Restless,” which earned her
a Daytime Emmy nom in 2017.)

Off the bridge, she volunteered at
NASA “appearing in a promotional
film aimed at recruiting women and
people of color to apply to be astro-
nauts,” NASA editor Brian Dunbar
wrote following her death, which
lead to the first Black man and
woman reaching space. She main-
tained a promotional role with the
agency for nearly 50 years.

The Los Angeles Times rightly
notes her limited role on the origi-
nal series, far below “dudes” like
Kirk (William Shatner), Spock
(Leonard Nimoy) and McCoy
(DeForest Kelley). But her impor-
tance to the series, to the Enterprise,
is built into her role as communica-

tions officer – everything goes
through her.

In The Times’ Robert Lloyd’s
words, “She builds exposition, asks
important questions; wordlessly
reacting to some bit of business on
the viewing screen, she brings an
emotion and energy into the scene
different from that of her some-
times blustery male colleagues.”

And then there’s a complicated
moment for pop culture history: the
notable kiss between Kirk and
Uhura, albeit coerced by the pesky
Platonians’ telekinesis in season
three, oft dubbed the first interra-
cial, black and white kiss in U.S.
broadcast history. One year after
Loving v. Virginia determined
interracial marriage bans violated
the 14th Amendment, NBC aired
the small screen’s most prominent
space captain locking lips with a
fellow bridge officer.

The feedback was generally posi-
tive, but Nichols herself recalled net-
work resistance. What if the Deep
South cried foul? Dragging their
feet, higher ups requested two ver-
sions of the scene, one with the kiss
and one without. As she notes in her
autobiography “Beyond Uhura,”
some acting sabotage ensured the
only usable options for the final cut
would be the pair’s embrace.

Jumping forward, what is her
legacy now? While Lucasfilms
president Kathleen Kennedy
recently expressed caution about
recasting familiar “Star Wars” char-
acters, a reaction to “Solo’s” poor
box office performance, “Star
Trek” chose a different path. We
now have three different iterations
of Kirk, Spock, Pike and, as of this
year, Uhura.

Under director-writer J.J.
Abrams, Uhura received a touch
more screen time but hardly to the
degree of Kirk, Spock or Bones
across a trilogy set in a different
timeline. But when Zoe Saldana
took on the historic role in 2009,
she did so motivated by a particular
affinity for science fiction stories.

“I like being in space because
there are better parts for women in
space,” she told Badass Digest in
2014. “I don’t have to subject
myself to just being the love inter-
est or playing a character that does-
n’t feel relevant to the story or play-
ing a woman that doesn’t feel like
an actual depiction of a real
woman.”

Mind you, the “Star Trek” uni-

verse hasn’t always been kind to
Uhura. In “Star Trek V: The Final
Frontier,” she both enjoys moments
of veteran authority and, moments
later, distracts foes by erotically
dancing atop a dune, a scene best
described as cringe inducing.

And while Saldana notes how sci-
fi need not present subservient female
characters, her Uhura dates Spock,
flirts with Kirk and undresses, all in a

single film. Alone that might not
seem like much, but her male coun-
terparts need not endure such things
to remain relevant to the story.

But the latest Uhura on “Star
Trek: Strange New Worlds,” which
concluded its first season July 7,
presents the most promise for fully
exploring Uhura. Across 10
episodes, Celia Rose Gooding por-
trays the once and future Lt. Uhura
as a young cadet, versed in multiple
languages but conflicted about her
future in Starfleet.

Gooding has the best chance to
rival Nichols’ screen time as the
character, depending on how long
the series runs. As of now, she’s
already a more prominent figure,
filling in many gaps left decades
prior. And Gooding herself under-
stands the weight of this role, exem-

plified well in a special piece she
penned on Nichols’ legacy Tuesday
for The Hollywood Reporter.

“In pre-civil rights 1960s
America, she was simply ‘the
woman who answered the phone’
on the USS Enterprise,” she wrote.
“But to those with the 20/20 vision
of hindsight, she was the woman
poised to become the author of a
new chapter in the history of Black
women in entertainment.”

Like her fictional colleagues,
Nichelle Nichols boldly went
where no one had gone before.
What’s more, her charisma and
desire for change invited others to
follow her into the future. The jour-
ney has been rocky at times, but
Nichols and Uhura endure, their
joint legacy bravely unfolding in
her honor.

https://www.weho.org
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Program expands access to youth recreation

L.A. County is providing more access to recreational activities. 
photo courtesy of L.A. County Department of Parks and Recreation 

The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors announced a part-
nership on Aug. 2 between the
county Department of Parks and
Recreation and the Los Angeles
County Parks Foundation to pro-
vide vulnerable youth and families
with access to high-quality pro-
gramming.

Known as Power of Play, the joint
initiative will eliminate cost barriers
to recreation programs, ensuring
inclusion for everyone regardless of
socio-economic status. Emphasizing
equitable play and learning pro-
grams for youth, the Power of Play
initiative provides access to sports,
ESTEAM (engineering, science,
technology, environment, art and
mathematics) summer camps and
after-school programs. 

Los Angeles County Parks
Foundation, an independent non-
profit, will provide financial sup-
port for parks programs, allowing
the department to expand its mis-
sion through unique public- private
partnerships. The foundation will
receive grants, donations and con-
tributions on behalf of the depart-
ment and apply funds to programs
and projects that transform lives
and communities.

“The Power of Play initiative is
centered around ensuring equity,
access and affordability for youth
from communities of color,” said
Los Angeles County Supervisor

Supervisors push to empower students
to call school threat response teams

Los Angeles County Supervisors
Janice Hahn and Kathryn Barger
have proposed a new education
campaign that would inform local
students about how to report poten-
tial threats of school violence. 

The School Threat Assessment
Response Teams program was cre-
ated in 2009 as a way to prevent
school violence.  In 2019, Hahn and
Barger championed expanding the
START team members from 10 to
42.  The teams consist of mental
health professionals who respond to
reports about students who may be
a threat to themselves or others.

“The START program has
become an important resource for
schools across the county, and I
believe it has helped us prevent
tragedies,” Hahn said. “But up until
now, this program has mostly
responded to calls from teachers
and school administrators – not the
students themselves. Students are
often the first to notice concerning
behavior by one of their classmates
and we need to make sure they
know what START is and how to
contact them.”

Anyone can contact START and

make a referral when they see
warning signs by emailing
START@dmh.lacounty.gov or call-
ing (213)739-5565.

On July 26, the Board of
Supervisor unanimously approved
a motion instructing the department
of mental health to implement an
education campaign aimed at
informing students about what
START does, how to make a refer-
ral to START if they see concerning
behavior from a peer and examples
of warning signs and behavior to
report.

“We need to do everything in our
power to stop school violence in its
tracks as early as possible,” Barger
said. “I am a proud co-author of this
motion because that’s exactly what
it’s about – decreasing the odds that
an active shooter or another act of
violence will impact our county’s
youth by being proactive about pro-
viding mental health services. Our
youth deserve to be in a safe, secure
environment that fully supports
their learning and healthy develop-
ment.”

The program should launch dur-
ing the 2022-2023 school year. 

District remembers Latino
leader Dr. Julian Nava

Los Angeles Unified School
District Board Member Mónica
García on Aug. 2 celebrated the
life of Dr. Julian Nava, the first
Latino elected to the LAUSD
Board of Education. Nava died on
July 29 at the age of 95.

Nava’s position on the board
was crucial during the evolving
educational justice movement in
1968. García said. A student at
Breed Street Elementary in Boyle
Heights and graduate from
Theodore Roosevelt High School,
Nava went on to become one of
the first Mexican Americans to
earn a doctorate from Harvard
University. He later served as U.S.
Ambassador to Mexico.

Nava is the namesake of the Dr.
Julian Nava Learning Academy
downtown and the Nava College
Preparatory Academy in Central
Los Angeles. His life is a reminder
of the potential every scholar has
when equity, access and justice
align, García said. 

“We celebrate the life of Dr.
Julian Nava, whose life blessed us
with lessons of love in action,
building community, addressing
harms of systemic injustices, car-
ing about children and being a tri-
umphant servant leader,” García
said. “We are grateful for the love
and ganas he shared with Los
Angeles Unified. Rest in power
mighty Rough Rider, ambassador,
teacher, Los Angeles Unified
Board Member and justice war-
rior.”

“Ambassador Dr. Julian Nava

left an indelible influence on Los
Angeles Unified through his trail-
blazing accomplishments and
advocacy for those whose voices
needed uplifting,” LAUSD
Superintendent Alberto M.
Carvalho added. “We mourn his
passing and celebrate his legacy
as a lifelong educator and champi-
on of our community.

 Nava is survived by his wife,
sister, three children and six
grandchildren. For information,
visit lausd.net.

The New Arts Foundation presents
‘High as the Sky’ art event

Tickets went on sale Aug. 2 for
The New Arts Foundation’s upcom-
ing art event, “High as the Sky.”

The event is scheduled for Aug. 20
from 5-9 p.m. at the historic Great
Hall/Long Hall in West Hollywood’s
Plummer Park, and is supported in
part by an arts development grant
from the city of West Hollywood.

The event is curated by Greg
Jenkins, a provocateur-type artist
with ties to Kanye West, and will
feature the work of 15 contempo-
rary artists from seven different
countries, all working in Los
Angeles, as well as performances,

live music and local business pop-
ups. Additionally, 10% of ticket
sales will be donated to The Trevor
Project, a West Hollywood-based
mental health organization for
LGBTQ youth.

New Arts is a nonprofit arts col-
lective known for its controversial,
boundary-pushing events that chal-
lenge art market institutions.

Information about pass options
can be found at new-arts.us/high-
tickets.

The New Arts Foundation is
located at 2049 Century Park East,
Suite 2300.

Dr. Julian Nava

photo courtesy of the Dr. Julian Nava
Learning Academy

Hilda L. Solis, 1st District.  “All
youth deserve the chance to play
and have access to out-of-school-
time opportunities, and this collab-
oration will also help accomplish
the county’s mission to measurably
improve the quality of life for all
Angelenos.”

“Too many children growing up
in Los Angeles County, but specifi-

cally youth of color, are going
through childhood with dispropor-
tionate access to play, sports and
out of school programming,” added
Norma E. García-González, direc-
tor of the Los Angeles County
Department of Parks and
Recreation. “The LACPF will serve
as the fundraising arm to bridge the
gap in affordability and access by
providing scholarships directly to
vulnerable youth to participate in
sports and after-school [and] sum-
mer camp programming.” 

For information, visit lacpf.org
and parks.lacounty.gov.

https://www.pilgrim-school.org
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LARRY EDMUNDS TO HOST BOOK SIGNING!

Saturday, July 30th, 4-6 PM  
Larry Edmunds Bookstore  
6644 Hollywood Blvd.

“This book is a must-read for 
anyone who loves the  

entertainment industry.” 

Peter Berk, Author, PR Executive

www.danhararyauthor.com 

Veteran Hollywood Publicist Dan Harary will be discussing  Veteran Hollywood Publicist Dan Harary will be discussing  
and signing his first book – a memoir – entitled  

FLIRTING WITH FAME: A HOLLYWOOD PUBLICIST RECALLS 50 YEARS OF 
CELEBRITY CLOSE ENCOUNTERS  
on Saturday, July 30th, from 4-6 PM  

at Larry Edmunds Bookstore, 6644 Hollywood Blvd. 

In the book, Harary cites hundreds of stories about his 50 years of interactions – between 1972 and 
2022 - with well-known celebrities from the fields of film, TV, rock and pop music, and pop culture. 
These include encounters with Bruce Springsteen, Jerry Seinfeld, Steven Spielberg, Mel Brooks, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, Kirk Douglas, Ann-Margret, Jack Black, Sid Caesar, Milton Berle, Steve 
Allen, William Shatner, and dozens more.

His stories are funny, strange, off-beat and sometimes hard to believe. Harary was born and raised in Ocean 
Township, New Jersey - a town just adjacent to the famous city of Asbury Park. Starting in 1972, at the age Township, New Jersey - a town just adjacent to the famous city of Asbury Park. Starting in 1972, at the age 
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‘From Number to Name’ streams with East West Players

Toby Thet and Woo Dong Lee speak with director and deviser Kristina
Wong for “From Number to Name: Back to Life” at East West Players.

photo by Gavin D. Pak

East West Players, the nation’s
longest-running Asian American
theater and the largest producer of
Asian American theatrical works, in
partnership with API RISE,
announces the return engagement
of “From Number to Name: Back
to Life,” a reimagining of the crim-
inal justice system with stories from
the API community, from Aug. 5-7.

What is incarceration? What is
freedom? What is forgiveness? In
“From Number to Name: Back to
Life,” formerly incarcerated Asian
Americans and those in the API
community impacted by mass
incarceration take us on a journey
through their experiences. “From
Number to Name: Back to Life”
challenges viewers to reflect on our
criminal justice system and imag-
ines its future.

It is directed and devised by East
West Players Visionary Award,
Drama Desk Award, Outer Critics
Circle Award and Lucille Lortel
Award winner and Pulitzer Prize
finalist Kristina Wong.

“The impact of incarceration on

API communities is rarely consid-
ered because it’s a population that
even Asian Americans don’t realize
exists,” Wong said. “But incarcerat-
ed and detained APIs is actually a
growing population and the stigma
around incarceration in our com-
munities makes it so much more
difficult to address. I am thrilled to
direct this project for the second
year in a row and literally make his-
tory by supporting this cast as they
put their stories into record.”

Following East West Players’
original streaming production of
“From Number to Name” in April
2021, artist and activist Kristina
Wong again devises a piece that is
the culmination of a writing and
performance process exploring
incarceration, undoing prison poli-
tics and restorative justice in Asian
Pacific Islander Communities.
Featuring participants from the
2021 production as well as new
faces, this return engagement offers
new stories and multimedia seg-
ments exclusive to this iteration of
“From Number to Name.”

Featuring the incredible, unique
perspective of formerly incarcerat-
ed members of API RISE, their
families, and supporters, “From
Number to Names: Back to Life”
livestreams on Stellar Aug. 5-7, and
will feature talkbacks with API
RISE, a nonprofit organization that
seeks to empower the Asian, Native
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander
American communities and specif-
ically those individuals who have
been impacted by the criminal jus-
tice system.

“Who better to share the stories
and uplift the voices of the API RISE
community than East West Players,
an organization who values raising
the visibility and dialogue around
issues that affect our communities,”
Billy Taing and Diane Ujiiye, co-
directors of API RISE, said. “Our
stories and experiences of incarcera-
tion, immigration detention and the
traumas of how those experiences
affect our lives are often not heard or
‘we don’t talk about it’ because of
the shame and stigma. We believe
this collaboration will be uplifting

and empowering for API RISE
members and for our API communi-
ty. We rise together.”

Performances will be
livestreamed via Stellar. Early bird
pay-what-you-can tickets are on
sale now and start at a $4.99 mini-
mum. Beginning Aug. 5 tickets
start at $19.99 minimum. Tickets
are sold on a per household basis.

The Friday, Aug. 5 performance
begins at 7 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 6
and Sunday, Aug. 7 performances
begin at 5 p.m. Video-On-Demand
details will be available at a later
date.

Tickets may be purchased online
at eastwestplayers.org or by calling
(213)625-7000. Dates, details, and
ticket prices are subject to change.

‘Invincible’ to premiere at The Wallis

“Invincible: The Musical” will feature music by Neil Giraldo and Pat
Benatar.

photo by Travis Shinn

Single tickets are now on sale for
Wallis Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts’ world premiere
presentation “Invincible: The
Musical,” featuring the music of
Pat Benatar and Neil Giraldo, from
Nov. 22 to Dec. 17, in The Wallis’
Bram Goldsmith Theater. This
inventive new work weaves the
four-time Grammy Award and 2022
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
inductees’ legendary catalogue and
inspired new songs throughout a
reimagining of Shakespeare’s
“Romeo and Juliet.” “Invincible:
The Musical” is set in the modern,
war-torn metropolis of Verona
where the newly elected Chancellor
Paris vows to destroy the progres-
sive resistance and return the city to
its traditional roots. The star-
crossed lovers’ story, exploring
how love and equality battle for
survival in times of great transfor-
mation, envisions peace in a divid-
ed world. Directed by Tiffany
Nichole Greene (resident director
of “Hamilton”), with a book by
Bradley Bredeweg (creator of

“Good Trouble” and GLAAD
Award-winning “The Fosters” TV
series), music direction and
arrangements by Jesse Vargas
(“Love Actually Live,” Broadway’s
“Glory Days”) and orchestrations
and arrangements by Neil Giraldo,
“Invincible:The Musical” is pre-
sented by special arrangement with
Jamie Cesa, Cody Lassen and Bel
Chiasso Entertainment. 

Singer-songwriter Benatar and
producer-musician Giraldo will be
inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame in November. Their part-
nership, which combines her vocals
and attitude along with his artistry
as a guitarist, producer and song-
writer, forged the chemistry and
unique sound that created rock hits
including “We Belong,”
“Invincible,” “Love Is A
Battlefield,” “Promises In The
Dark,” “We Live For Love,”
“Heartbreaker” and “Hell Is For
Children.” Together, Benatar and
Giraldo created two multi-plat-
inum, five platinum and three gold
albums as well as 19 Top 40 hits.

They have sold over 36 million
records worldwide and have won an
unprecedented four consecutive
Grammy awards.

Tickets for “Invincible” are on
sale now for $39-$125, as are single
tickets and subscriptions to all per-
formances in The Wallis’ 2022/2023
Season. For tickets and information,
visit thewallis.org/invincible or call
(310)746-4000.

The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts is located at
9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd.

Skirball welcomes iconic R&B artist
Groundbreaking soul and R&B

artist Booker T. Jones will perform
during the 25th anniversary season
of Sunset Concerts at the Skirball
Cultural Center on Thursday, Aug.
11, at 8 p.m. 

Jones has an important place in
the history of American music. At
age 17, he fronted the seminal
Memphis soul band Booker T. and
the M.G.’s, a rare integrated group
of musicians that served as the
house band for Stax Records They
worked with Otis Redding, Bill
Withers and Wilson Pickett. Jones,

who celebrates the 60th anniversary
of the iconic song “Green Onions”
this year, will lead the audience
through a “Stax Revue” at the
Skirball that illuminates his extraor-
dinary career.

The evening begins at 6:30 p.m.
with museum gallery access and
musical selections by Dublab DJ
Psychedelic Stax. Sunset Concerts
are free. The Skirball Cultural
Center is located at 2701 N.
Sepulveda Blvd. For information,
call (310)440-4500, or visit skir-
ball.org.

Booker T. Jones will perform hits from his illustrious career at the Skirball
Cultural Center.

photo courtesy of the Skirball Cultural Center
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Tar Pits researcher co-authors study

New research suggests that mountain lion predation on wild donkeys is
widespread in Death Valley.

photo courtesy of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County

Around 12,000 years ago, a
diversity of horses and their kin,
known as equids, roamed North
and South America. The animals
were hunted by large, now-extinct
predators, such as saber-toothed
cats and dire wolves. 

In a geologic heartbeat, the ani-
mals went extinct, likely due to
impacts  from early humans. Now,
however, two species of introduced
equid – domestic horses and don-
keys – have established thriving
populations in North America. 

The populations are thought to
lack predators capable of hunting
them, which is one reason that
many conservationists consider
them to be unwanted pests and why
the federal government spends mil-
lions of dollars annually removing
them from the wild. 

In contrast, new research from an
international team of scientists pub-
lished in the Journal of Animal
Ecology found that mountain lion
predation on wild donkeys is wide-
spread, suggesting that mountain
lions are taking the place of the
ancient predators that once hunted
wild equids in North America.
Further, the team documented that
the predation leads to changes in
donkey behavior and their ecologi-

cal effects on desert wetlands, illus-
trating not only how extinct ecosys-
tems may have functioned but also
the conservation potential of pre-
serving the interaction between
predator and prey. 

“For millions of years, North
America was a land of large preda-
tors and large prey, but that changed
about 12,000 years ago at the end of
the last Ice Age, when megafauna
like the saber-toothed cat Smilodon
and the western horse Equus occi-
dentalis went extinct,” said study
co-author Dr. Mairin Balisi,
Augustyn Family curator at the Alf
Museum of Paleontology and
research associate at the museum at
La Brea Tar Pits. “The extinct
megafauna are irreplaceable. We
have no animals quite like them
today, but life finds a way. This
study documents the return of a lost
ecological interaction but with dif-
ferent characters.”

The authors compared the behav-
ior of wild donkeys at wetlands
with and without mountain lion
predation on wild donkeys in Death
Valley National Park. They found
that donkeys were active day and
night and were active up to approx-
imately 5-1/2 hours a day on days
over 95 degrees Fahrenheit at wet-

lands without predation. However,
at sites with predation on donkeys,
donkeys used wetlands only during
the day, when the risk of ambush
predation by mountain lions is low-
est. And they used wetlands spar-
ingly, visiting wetlands for only
approximately 40 minutes a day on
days over 95 degrees.

The authors then investigated
whether the changes in behavior
reduced the effects donkeys had on
these ecologically important desert
wetlands.

Sites without predation have
numerous trails, very little vegeta-
tive cover and huge areas of tram-
pled bare ground.

According to the authors, the
results suggest that society should
strengthen protections for mountain
lions and other predators. Much
like the restoration of gray wolves
to Yellowstone National Park in the
1990s, which led to cascading
effects throughout the ecosystem as
wolves preying on large herbivores
enabled areas of over-browsed veg-
etation to recover, among other
benefits, protecting mountain lions
and their ecological interactions
may well provide similar ecosys-
tem services to the desert south-
west, the authors said. 

‘Four Gazes’ opens at KCCLA
The Korean Cultural Center

Los Angeles proudly presents the
LA Art Project Exhibition “Four
Gazes” which will open with the
reception at the Korean Cultural
Center Art Gallery on Friday,
Aug. 5, from 6-9 p.m. The exhibi-
tion features the works of four
artists: YunKyoung Cho, Eunice
Choi, TeaYoun Kim-Kassor and
Jinae Soh.

The art gallery is on the second
floor of the KCCLA, which is
located at 5505 Wilshire Blvd. It
is open Monday-Friday from 10
a.m.-5 p.m., and the exhibit will
run through Aug. 26. The gallery
will be closed on Monday, Aug.
15 in observation of a Korean
national holiday.

For information, visit
kccla.org/events/view/?eid=6442.

“Tea Set,” by Eunice Choi will be included as part of the “Four Gazes”
art exhibit at the Korean Cultural Center Los Angeles, opening Aug. 5.

photo courtesy the Korean Cultural Center Los Angeles

County releases art grants
The Los Angeles County

Department of Arts and Culture on
July 28 announced $750,000 for
75 community impact arts grants,
one-year grants for arts program-
ming at nonprofit social justice
and social service organizations,
and municipal departments,
throughout L.A County.

Different than Arts and Culture’s
longstanding funding for nonprof-
its with a primary focus on the arts,
CIAG supports arts-based pro-
grams of social justice and service
organizations. CIAG was designed
to address two priorities: making
arts services available to L.A.
County residents who might not
experience them through tradition-
al arts venues and outlets, and
encouraging integration of the arts
in cross-sector work at local non-
profits.

CIAG supports arts program-
ming at nonprofits and municipali-
ties that often serve low-income
individuals, individuals with dis-

abilities, veterans, systems-
impacted youth and other under-
served communities. 

An analysis of the program’s
impact by Arts and Culture’s
research and evaluation team
found that CIAG grants support a
wide variety of populations and
communities underserved by the
arts as measured by specific popu-
lations, race and ethnicity, and
poverty rates, often in areas where
more than 25% of the population
earns less than the federal poverty
level.

Grantee programs span disci-
plines from therapeutic visual arts
to social justice filmmaking, music
education for youth, dance
empowerment and museum mem-
ory programs for dementia. 

“The community impact arts
grant program continues to be an
innovative and equitable way to
direct our arts resources. I am
proud that to see my motion with
Supervisor [Hilda] Solis affirming

the CIAG program help actualize
its power to deliver culture fund-
ing,” said Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors Chair Holly
J. Mitchell, 2nd District. 

“We know that arts are for
everyone. We also know that com-
munities with more access to cul-
tural resources have better health,
education and safety,” said Los
Angeles County Department of
Arts and Culture director Kristin
Sakoda. “With the community
impact arts grant funding, we are
able to bring the benefits of the
arts to communities that need them
most and support organizations,
artists and cross-sector collabora-
tions that use the arts in innovative
and powerful ways to strengthen
equity and services in our diverse
county communities.”

The community impact arts grants will benefit art programs in L.A.
County

photo courtesy of Tierra del Sol Foundation
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Across 

1. Elton John and others  
5. Dance, in Dijon  
8. 60’s British teens  
12. Jeweler’s glass  
14. In good shape  
15. Hodgepodge  
16. Record  
17. Incensed  
18. Light gas  
19. Cackling  
21. Physicist Ohm  
22. Giraffe's trademark  
23. Route  
24. UN aircraft group  
27. Book before Job  
30. Money dispenser  
33. Book locale  
35. Phone, slangily  
36. ___ culpa  
37. Case  
41. “'_____ was saying ...'”  
42. Give ___ for one's money  
43. Keep talking....  
44. High points, abbr.  
45. Stare  
48. Cat of ‘Iron Chef America’  
49. Youth-soccer “chauffeur”  
50. Russian Federation city  
52. Silo contents  
55. Searching for  
59. Time management tool  
60. Luxury liner  

62. Wild cat  
63. “What ___?”  
64. Bright and breezy  
65. Night time racket  
66. Subjects of Mendelian experiments  
67. Two-stripe soldier: Abbr.  
68. Sprout  
  
Down 

1. Waste  
2. Early center of Celtic learning  
3. Hierarchy level  
4. Former Eagles tight end  
5. Icy sea hazard  
6. Beer  
7. Legal scholar’s deg.  
8. Finance magazine  
9. Low cholesterol spread  
10. Fashionable Christian  
11. Very small amount  
13. Model Macpherson  
14. Flirty signals  
20. Arctic sight  
21. Gather up  
23. “As you ___”  
24. Muhammad’s religion  
25. Lidded box  
26. Auspices  
28. Sandal  
29. Ad ___  
30. ___ acid  
31. Voice level  
32. ___ cum laude  

34. Wine holder  
38. Big kid event  
39. Hairpiece  
40. Young bird on the farm  
46. Nuts  
47. Evocative music genre  
49. Catchers gloves  
51. Certain NCO’s  
52. Cafeteria food  
53. Bountiful  

54. Geisha girl's continent  
55. St. Pauli ___ (beer brand)  
56. Dr. Frankenstein’s assistant  
57. Famous fiddler  
58. Got bigger  
60. Kangaroo’s pouch, e.g.  
61. With it 
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