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Encampment bill approved Alliance opposes TV City project
by council after outburst
n Mid-City West

n Chambers cleared after protester jumps barrier

committee considers
expansion plan Aug. 15

By edwin folven

By edwin folven

The Los Angeles City Council
declared an unexpected recess and
immediately left the council chambers around 10 a.m. on Aug. 9 after
a public speaker climbed over a
barrier and advanced toward council members in a threatening manner.
The speaker was opposed to a
city ordinance prohibiting homeless
individuals from camping near
schools and daycare centers. Police
officers swarmed the woman and
attempted to take her into custody
as she shouted expletives at Council
President Nury Martinez, 6th
District. A male member of a large

crowd that had gathered in council
chambers to oppose the ordinance
joined in the melee, allowing the
protester who climbed over the rail
to escape and exit City Hall.
Police arrested the man, identified as Ricci Sergienko, and booked
him for taking a person from lawful
custody of a peace officer and
resisting arrest. Moments later, officers in riot gear filled the council
chambers and attempted to disperse
the crowd, which included approximately 120 people, according to
Los Angeles Police Department
estimates. An unlawful assembly
was declared shortly after 11 a.m.
and the crowd of protesters left the
See Council page 25
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Los Angeles City Council President Nury Martinez called a recess after
a disturbance occurred in City Council chambers.

L.A. City Council comes
out against 4 a.m. last call
By rAnce collins
On Aug. 11, SB 930 will be
considered by the state assembly
appropriations committee. If
advanced and then ratified by the
Assembly, State Senate and governor, the law would allow a few
cities, including West Hollywood,
to participate in a pilot program
that would extend hours for alcohol sales to 4 a.m. At the June 27
West Hollywood City Council
meeting, a 3-2 vote by the council
pledged support for the program,
with Mayor Lauren Meister and
Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne
voting no on the measure.
Now, council members from
the city of Los Angeles have
voiced opposition to the bill, citing concerns about “spill over.”
“It will have a very significant
impact on Los Angeles, probably
much more so than West

Hollywood, because someone at 2
a.m. may drive for 20 minutes
through Los Angeles when
they’ve been drinking … to West
Hollywood,” Los Angeles City
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, said. “They might drive
for two blocks in West
Hollywood to get to a bar, and
then leave at 4 a.m., drive two
blocks in West Hollywood to get
back to the L.A. boundary, and
then drive another 20 minutes
drunk back home. There would be
very little danger of drunk driving
in West Hollywood itself, but a
significant danger to surrounding
Los Angeles, especially my district, which immediately surrounds West Hollywood.”
Koretz added that he anticipates a significant increase in
injuries and loss and life due to
drunk driving, but also a huge
See State page 26

The Mid City West Community
Council’s Planning and Land Use
Committee is scheduled to consider an expansion plan by the owners of Television City at a virtual
meeting on Aug. 15, from 6:30-9
p.m., via Zoom.
The plan, known as the TVC
2050 Project, is proposed by
Hackman Capital Partners, which
purchased the Television City
Complex from CBS in 2018. It
will transform the 25-acre
Television City property near
Beverly Boulevard and Fairfax
Avenue, creating 1,874,000
square feet of sound stages, production support space, office
space and retail uses on the site,
according to an environmental
impact report that has been available for public review since July
14.
Opposition to the proposal has
surfaced from the Beverly Fairfax
Community Alliance, which is
comprised of the ownership of
The Grove and the A.F. Gilmore
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Images posted online show an illustrative concept for the TVC 2050
project proposed by Hackman Capital Partners.

Company, owner of the Original
Farmers Market. The Grove and
Farmers Market are located next
to the Television City property.
The alliance is calling attention to
the project and asking the public
to participate in the upcoming Mid
City West committee meeting and
to review the EIR and provide
input.
“The
Beverly
Fairfax
Community Alliance was formed
to publicly raise and address sig-

nificant concerns regarding
Hackman Capital’s proposal to
massively redevelop Television
City (formerly CBS Television
City) at Beverly Boulevard and
Fairfax Avenue,” read a statement
from the Beverly Fairfax
Community Alliance. “The project, which includes 2 million
square feet, two 20-story office
buildings, a 5,300-car parking
garage and 14 giant sound stages
See TVC page 25

Mayoral initiative generates business
n ‘Business with

Bosse’ showcases
Beverly Hills commerce
By AAron Blevins
Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse
made showcasing local businesses
a priority during her third mayoral
term, and it appears to be paying
dividends for the establishments
that participate, especially as the
city recovers from the pandemic.
On Aug. 8, Bosse held another
“Business with Bosse” event at
Nua, a modern Mediterranean
restaurant located in the Crescent
Hotel. Like her previous events, it
was well-attended.
“It was remarkable,” Bosse said.
“It was great, because they had
many, many people who had never
been to that restaurant, and now
they’re going back.”
She said her goal is to introduce
the community to its “wonderful”
local businesses, while also bringing the community together again
after many residents were isolated
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
“There are new friendships that
have transpired,” Bosse said.
“There’s networking. … The atten-
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Mayor Lili Bosse passed trays of hors d’oeuvres during the Aug. 8
“Business with Bosse” at Nua.

dance has been extraordinary.”
Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce president and CEO
Todd Johnson has attended every
“Business with Bosse” since her
inauguration in April, when she
announced the initiative. He said
the events have been “spectacular”
for businesses in Beverly Hills.
“I think it’s Networking 101 on
steroids,” Johnson said.
He said the events have benefitted chamber members and nonchamber members alike, and it has

led to some business owners and
operators inquiring about joining
the chamber. It also helps businesses like Nua, which are off the beaten path, so to speak, Johnson said.
“I think all of them have been full
of energy,” he added. “Lili is full of
energy. But, lots of photos. Lots of
social media. Lots of great food. It
gives exposure to the businesses,
restaurants and some retailers. I
think she’s doing a wonderful job,
and we’re glad to partner with her.”
See Bosse page 26
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photo courtesy of LADWP

Residents can take advantage of LADWP programs and rebates that
improve water efficiency. The utility can also help customers determine
what approaches will work best on their properties.

LADWP customers continue
robust water use reductions

The Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power announced on
Aug. 8 that customers have continued to conserve water during the
historic drought, achieving an 11%
reduction in July – a record for any
July in Los Angeles.
The conservation in July surpassed a 9% reduction for the previous month, which also marked the
lowest water use for any June on
record in Los Angeles. LADWP
implemented two-day-per-week
watering restrictions on June 1.
“I want to thank each and every
one of our customers, from renters
to homeowners to small and large
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businesses alike. It’s because of
their continued efforts that we are
seeing these record numbers in
water conservation,” LADWP general manager and chief engineer
Martin Adams said. “It’s clear that
our customers have made conservation a way of life and are doing
things like taking shorter showers,
watering only on designated days of
the week and taking advantage of
our water conservation rebates to
save water and save money. But our
job is not done. We are now entering
one of the hottest months of the
summer season and ask that our
customers continue to save every
drop.”
On June 1, the LADWP implemented phase three of the city’s
Water Conservation Plan Ordinance
for residential and commercial customers. Phase three reduced outdoor watering from three days a
week to two days a week, for eight
minutes per area per watering day.
Customers with street addresses
ending in odd-numbers may water
on Mondays and Fridays and customers with even-numbered street
addresses may water on Thursdays
and Sundays, before 9 a.m. or after
4 p.m. The new restrictions also
include recommendations for pool
covers to prevent evaporation and
washing vehicles at commercial car
wash facilities. Hand watering is
allowed every day before 9 a.m. and
after 4 p.m. if a hose is equipped
with a self-closing water shut-off
device.
LADWP’s Water Conservation
Response Unit continues to patrol
daily, searching for potential water
waste and to further educate customers on prohibitive water uses.
The water CRU experienced an
increase of more than 2,000 water
waste reports in July compared to
approximately 1,860 in June. To
report water waste, call (800)DIALDWP
or
311,
or
visit
ladwp.com/waterwaste.
“The increase in water waste
complaints we have received shows
people are conscientious when it
comes to water waste that they see in
their communities and we are grateful to them for being our eyes and
ears because we can’t do it alone,”
said Anselmo Collins, senior assistant general manager of the water
system for the LADWP. “While our
customers continue doing their part,
LADWP will continue to invest in
innovative solutions to provide reliable, resilient water supplies now
and in the future.”
For information on water efficiency and LADWP rebates, visit
ladwp.com.

Enjoy a virtual photography exhibit
hosted by the Los Angeles Art
Association running from Thursday,
Aug. 11, through Friday, Aug. 26.
Artists of all
mediums occasionally experience dramatic
breakthroughs
in their practice. The exhibit, titled “Root
and Branch,”
explores breakthrough pieces from
dozens of emerging artists. Viewing
is free. laaa.org/root-and-branchonline-exhibit.

LA Phil

The
LA
Phil
presents
“Scheherazade” on Thursday, Aug.
11, at 8 p.m. at the Hollywood
Bowl. Conductor Lina GonzálezGranados elicits the storytelling
drama of Rimsky Korsakov’s colorful work “Scheherazade.” Opening
the evening is
Nina Shekhar’s
musical exploration of light
and dark, as well
as
Paganini’s
showpiece for
viola performed
by the LA Phil’s
principal violist Teng Li. Tickets
start at $12. 2301 N. Highland Ave.
laphil.org.

Beverly Hills
Chamber

Join the Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce
for
its
August
Networking Breakfast on Friday,
Aug. 12, from 8:30-10 a.m. at the
Beverly Hills Marriott. Meet chamber members, local professionals
and community leaders to collaborate, build business and learn about
events in Beverly Hills. Admission
is $30 for members; $50 for nonmembers. 1150 S. Beverly Drive.
members.beverlyhillschamber.com.

Book talk at
The Autry

The Autry Museum of the American
West is holding “Book Talk: West of

Slavery: The Southern Dream of a
Transcontinental Empire” on
Saturday, Aug. 13, at 11 a.m. Author
Kevin Waite reveals how Southern
slaveholders
infiltrated
the
American West in the decade before
the Civil War, passing slave codes in
Utah and New Mexico, sponsoring
separatist movements in Southern
California and Arizona, orchestrating a territorial purchase from
Mexico and even killing antislavery
rivals. The presentation will be followed by a book signing by Waite of
“West of Slavery.” Event is free
with $14 museum general admission. 4700 Western Heritage Way.
theautry.org.

Polynesian music
and dance

Nonosina celebrates and honors
Polynesian arts through music and
movement with a
performance on
Sunday, Aug. 14,
at 10:30 a.m. at
The
Ford.
Founded
by
Estella
Reid,
Nonosina is both
a dance company
and school. Artistic director Tiana
Nonosina Liufau, granddaughter of
Reid, explores the music and dance
of Polynesian cultures. Tiana Reid
has been featured on “So You Think
You Can Dance?” and created
choreography
for
Disney’s
“Moana.” The performance is suitable for children ages 3-11. Tickets
are $10; get up to two free children’s
tickets with every full-priced ticket
purchased. 2580 Cahuenga Blvd.
East. theford.com.

Holocaust film

Holocaust Museum Los Angeles is
holding “One Survivor RemembersVirtual Screening and Panel
Discussion” on Tuesday, Aug. 16, at
6 p.m. The Oscar-winning documentary presents Gerda Weissmann
Klein’s account of surviving the
Holocaust as a child. The event also
includes a virtual panel discussion
moderated by journalist and author
Tom Teicholz. Admission is free but
reservations
are
required.
31418.blackbaudhosting.com/3141
8/Virtual-Film-Panel-One-SurvivorRemembers.

‘Breakable’

Open-Door Playhouse debuts an
online production of “Breakable”
beginning on Wednesday, Aug. 17. In
the new play, Conner has flown from
California to visit his sister Jennifer
in a long-term care facility. She has
short-term memory issues and is in
the early stages of Alzheimer’s disease. Conner asserts his love for his
sister, and feels guilty about having
been so far away while his sister has
descended into a need for more attention and care. Will Conner be in time
to re-establish the family bond with
his sister? Open-Door Playhouse was
founded by playwright and filmmaker Bernadette Armstrong and brings
works by aspiring playwrights to life.
The program will be available on
demand at opendoorplayhouse.org.

Adoption webinar

People interested in foster parenting
and adoption are encouraged to
attend an online webinar hosted by
Children’s Bureau on Thursday,
Aug. 18, from 4-5 p.m., via Zoom.
The program will be hosted by a
Children’s Bureau team member
and a foster parent. In Los Angeles
County, more than 33,000 children
are currently in foster care.
(800)730-3933, all4kids.org.

‘Jazz at the
Fountain’

Lynne Fiddmont headlines “Jazz at
the Fountain,” a one-night-only performance on Thursday, Aug. 18, at 8
p.m. on the Fountain Theatre’s outdoor stage. R&B singer and songwriter Fiddmont will perform with
her band. She has worked with Stevie
Wonder, Phil Collins, Lou Rawls,
Barbra Streisand and Natalie Cole,
and has appeared at the Catalina Bar
and Grill, the Baked Potato, Watts
Towers Arts Center and the
Hollywood
Bowl
Jazz
Festival.
Her
fourth album,
“Power
of
Love,” features
an eclectic collection of R&B
songs, ballads
and heartfelt soul classics. Admission
is $40. 5060 Fountain Ave. (323)663152, fountaintheatre.com.

WeHo seeks input on traffic calming measures
The city of West Hollywood is
planning two virtual community
workshops on Thursday, Aug. 25,
at 5:30 p.m. and Saturday, Aug. 27,
at 9:30 a.m. to seek community
input on the Willoughby, Kings,
Vista/Gardner Greenway Project.
The workshops will be led by project partners Here LA, which will
provide information about the pilot
project traffic calming strategies
installed along Willoughby Avenue
in April, and discuss the future
vision of the streetscape for the
Willoughby, Kings, Vista/Gardner
Greenway Project. The city seeks
community’s input about a
streetscape plan as the project progresses into the final stages and
implementation.
The pilot phase of the
Willoughby, Kings, Vista/Gardner
Greenway Project began in April
2022 and consists of temporary traffic improvements such as a traffic
diverter at Ogden/Willoughby, corner
curb
extensions
at
Spaulding/Willoughby and a miniroundabout at Curson/Willoughby.
The traffic calming measures were
installed temporarily to model the

impacts of street designs, which
intend to slow or divert traffic to
make the residential corridor safer.
Barriers were later installed to block
motorists from driving around a traffic diverter at Ogden/Willoughby
and continuing eastbound on
Willoughby Avenue.
The city is providing ways to provide feedback via text message, an

app with QR codes and a web submission form for individuals unable
to attend the virtual workshops. For
information and to view a brief animated video about the project, visit
weho.org/city-government/citydepartments/planning-and-development-services/long-range-planning/mobility-planning/willoughbyvista-gardner-street-design-project.

LARCHMONT
BARBERSHOP

HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM
SATURDAY 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
SUNDAY 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM
401-1/2 S. Fairfax
Los Angeles, CA 90036
Call 323-464-6659
for appointments
@LARCHMONTBARBERSHOP
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Burton Way closures begin in BH
n City’s median

project promotes
water conservation
By aaron Blevins
The Burton Way Median Project
in Beverly Hills is well underway,
and residents can expect closures
on westbound traffic to last through
late September as a result of the
construction.
Westbound lanes will be closed
between Oakhurst and Palm drives,
and traffic will be re-routed to
Doheny Drive. However, the city
will allow local access to residents
near the closure.
“We’re taking one of the
stormwater channels and directing
it into the median – into a tank
which will then irrigate the three
medians [on] Burton Way that are

in the city of Beverly Hills,” public
works director Shana Epstein said.
She said the contractor, L.A.
Engineering, will also create
“bioswales,” a stormwater system
that is an alternative to storm sewers.
“When there is storm water, the
water will run through those
bioswales also into the tank – about
a 1-million gallon tank that we’re
putting in at the last, or most eastern, block of the median,” Epstein
added.
In addition, the contractor will
install a “much more Californiafriendly landscape,” she said.
“It’s very exciting,” Epstein said.
“Hopefully, this will be a jewel in
our crown as we move forward
with water efficiency and using all
water resources to the best of our
ability.”
She said L.A. Engineering

brought a crane into the area on
Aug. 10 that will impact traffic, and
the city has reached out to area residents about the project.
“We know it’s an inconvenience,
but we hope that we’ve made some
viable detours to help people
through it,” Epstein said.
She added that the project is an
example of how the city can be
“water wise” moving forward.
“All water is one water, so we
need to really utilize it to the best of
our ability,” Epstein said.
The city of Beverly Hills is paying for half of the project’s $12 million cost, which includes the
design. Epstein said the remaining
balance was funded through grants.
“Originally, we were going to
have to build it in phases, but now
we can build the whole project
because we were able to get grant
funding,” she said.

Beverly Hills hosts Donzaleigh Abernathy on Aug. 24
The city of Beverly Hills is
inviting the community to attend
the kickoff of a new speaker series
called “Critical Conversations.”
Sponsored by the city’s Human
Relations
Commission,
Community Services Department
and Public Library, the series will
work to cultivate a community of
greater kindness, equity, inclusion
and belonging.
The first installment of “Critical
Conversations” will launch on
Wednesday, Aug. 24, at 7 p.m. in
the Beverly Hills Municipal
Gallery
with
Donzaleigh

Abernathy, daughter of Rev.
Ralph David Abernathy, the cofounder of the civil rights movement and close friend and advisor
to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Abernathy will share her early
experiences and insights with
social activism.
“We’re thrilled to launch this
new speaker series designed to
spark community dialogue around
today’s most critical topics,” said
Noelle Freeman, vice chair of the
human relations commission.
“Critical Conversations” is part
of the city’s Embrace and

Celebrate Culture Initiative, an
inter-commission collaboration
of the city’s arts and culture and
human relations commissions
and the Next Beverly Hills
Committee to celebrate the rich
culture in Beverly Hills and bring
greater awareness to diversity,
equity and inclusion in the city
and beyond, as part of the national dialogue.
Interested residents can register
at Eventbrite.com, or contact the
city’s library reference at
(310)288-2244
or
reference@beverlyhills.org.

photo by Rance Collins

Motorists can expect closures on westbound Burton Way through the
end of September.

Four sculptures on the median,
and another at a mini-park on
Rexford Drive, will be protected as
construction ensues. They are
“Folded Square-Alphabet G” by
Fletcher Benton, “World on Its
Hind Legs” by William Kentridge,
“Sisyphus”
by
Alexander
Liberman, “Love Anatomy” by
Alexandra Nechita and “Spiral of

Life” by Baile Oakes.
“When [residents] see it all finished, they won’t even know that
we have a 1-million gallon tank
underneath the median,” Epstein
said. “They’ll just see new, beautiful, California-friendly vegetation
around beautiful pieces of art.”
The project is expected to be
completed in February.

Pet adoption campaign is ongoing
The Los Angeles County
Department of Animal Care and
Control has joined NBC4 and
Telemundo 52’s annual “Clear the
Shelters” pet adoption and donation
campaign.
This year, the event will occur
through the end of August.
For the entire month, adoption

fees at DACC animal care centers
will be waived for cats and reduced
to $20 for all dogs. Both fees will
include adoption, spay/neuter, vaccinations and microchips, but not
licenses or spay/neuter deposits if
necessary.
For information, visit animalcare.lacounty.gov.
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Suspect faces charges for
Inmate recaptured after escape in WeHo
was being held
assault in Hollywood garage onn Man
a robbery warrant

By edwin folven

A 33-year-old man from
Lancaster has been charged for
allegedly assaulting a woman in
a Hollywood parking garage on
July 29, knocking her unconscious and kicking her as she lay
on the ground.
Los Angeles County District
Attorney
George
Gascón
announced the charges on Aug. 5
against Dammion Jamarr Adkins,
who faces one felony count each
of assault by means of force likely to cause great bodily injury
and battery with serious bodily
injury.
“Violence not only harms individual victims but also disrupts
our entire community’s sense of
safety,”
Gascón
said.
“Fortunately, this incident was
caught on video, providing crucial evidence that led to the arrest
and prosecution of this suspect.”
The alleged assault occurred

around 2:15 a.m. on July 29 in a
parking garage in the 1700 block
of North Las Palmas Avenue.
Police were called to the scene by
witnesses and found the 26-yearold victim, who was taken to a
hospital and is recovering. The
assault occurred after the suspect
allegedly followed the victim and
her female friends into the parking garage, police said.
Investigators obtained cell phone
camera footage from the victim’s
friends and witnesses that helped
them identify Adkins as the suspect.
Detectives from the Los
Angeles Police Department’s
Hollywood Division arrested
Adkins at an undisclosed location on Aug. 3. Anyone with further information is urged to call
Hollywood Division Detectives
at (213)972-2967. During weekends and off-hours call the
LAPD
hotline
at
(877)LAPD247.

City attorney proposes new
reproductive health care law

In an urgent new effort to ensure
that the city of Los Angeles
remains a safe haven for women
seeking reproductive health care,
City Attorney Mike Feuer on Aug.
4 proposed a new law to prohibit
pregnancy service centers from
misrepresenting the services they
offer – and give women a private
right of action if they are misled.
Given the time-sensitive implications of ensuring that accurate
information is available to a
woman considering her pregnancyrelated health care choices, Feuer
took the unusual step of transmitting the draft ordinance directly to
the Los Angeles City Council for
consideration.
So-called crisis pregnancy centers may mislead women into
believing they offer a full range of
reproductive health care services,
including abortion or abortion
referrals, when in fact they do not –
potentially preventing women
from obtaining timely and effective
medical care, including to terminate an unwanted pregnancy, Feuer
said.
Once typically low-income
patients arrive, some centers have

been reported to pressure pregnant
women not to terminate their pregnancies, to provide nonmedical
ultrasounds or to offer inaccurate
information on reproductive health
issues.
“With the Supreme Court’s radical decision overturning Roe v.
Wade, thousands of women under
great stress will travel to Los
Angeles for abortion care from
states where abortion is outlawed,
joining L.A. residents in need of
pregnancy-related services,” Feuer
said. “For these women, time is of
the essence. And they face great
peril if they are misled by those to
whom they turn for help.
Pregnancy centers are entitled to
express their opinions. They are
not entitled to misrepresent their
services, with women suffering the
consequences.
“This new law would empower
women with important new protections. I also hope the attention this
proposal receives will deter misleading advertising. Given the
urgency, I call on my colleagues on
the City Council to consider this
proposed law and enact it immediately.”

Zoo presents information on
vision plan at virtual meeting

The Los Angeles Zoo is holding a
virtual public meeting on Monday,
Aug. 15, at 6 p.m. for the Los
Angeles Zoo Vision Plan.
The Los Angeles Department of
Public
Works,
Bureau
of
Engineering has prepared an environmental impact report for the proposed Los Angeles Zoo and
Botanical Gardens Vision Plan,
which encompasses the entire 133acre zoo property. The proposed
vision plan would guide future
development and modernization of
the zoo during the next 20 years,
include a comprehensive redesign
and redevelopment to replace outdated buildings and infrastructure, and
upgrade animal care and guest

amenities. Improvements could
include new and revitalized immersive exhibit space and animal habitats; new visitor-serving buildings;
expanded and modernized administrative and maintenance service facilities; circulation improvements for
access roads, pedestrian walkways
and paths; an enhanced entry way
and plaza; and new parking facilities.
The public can review the EIR
through Aug. 29 by visiting eng.lacity.org/about-us/divisions/environmental-management/projects/losangeles-zoo-vision-plan. To participate in the meeting, visit
bit.ly/ZOO_PUBLIC_MTG, and
use the Meeting ID: 239 418 033 398
and passcode: eBqMNC.

from Tennessee

By edwin folven
A 22-year-old man who escaped
from custody outside the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station on
Aug. 5 was rearrested the same day
in Woodland Hills.
The inmate, Jeremiah Pike, 22,
was initially arrested by deputies in
West Hollywood on Aug. 3 for an
arrest warrant issued in Tennessee.
Sgt. Michael Mileski, with the Los
Angeles
County
Sheriff’s
Department’s Major Crimes
Bureau, said Pike was originally
arrested at a residence but did not
provide the specific location.
Pike was held at the West
Hollywood Station’s jail. As he was
being walked to a bus around 6:10
a.m. on Aug. 5 for transportation to
court, Pike escaped from deputies,
jumped a fence around the perimeter of the sheriff’s station and fled.
Deputies set up a perimeter and
searched the surrounding neighborhoods, but were unable to locate the
escaped inmate.
Mileski said investigators determined Pike gained access to a
phone and called someone who
picked him up and drove him to a
residence in Woodland Hills.
Deputies found Pike at the residence in the 6300 block of Glade
Avenue and rearrested him at 5:30
p.m. without incident. Mileski
declined to say specifically how
investigators determined the

photo courtesy of the West Hollywood West Residents Association

Deputies set up a perimeter in West Hollywood but were unable to immediately locate the suspect who escaped from custody.

sequence of events and how they
identified where Pike was hiding,
stating it is part of the ongoing
investigation.
“He was taken to the county jail
and will face additional charges for
escape,”
Mileski
added.
“Afterwards, he will face extradition back to Tennessee.”
Mileski said Pike was wanted on
a warrant for robbery, but had no
further information about that
crime.
Personnel at the West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station were unavailable
for comment. Inmates are routinely
housed in a jail at the station while
awaiting transportation to court or
reassignment to other custody facil-

ities. Pike was handcuffed during
the transfer, according to authorities.
Mileski said escapes during court
transfers are unusual. He added that
the sheriff’s department will review
the incident to see if there are things
that can be improved upon and to
make sure a similar escape does not
occur.
“It’s uncommon, but [escapes] do
happen,” he added. “We’ll evaluate
policy and the tactics used and it
will be handed to a committee to
see if there is anything that can be
improved.”
Anyone with further information
is urged to call the LASD’s Major
Crimes Bureau at (562)946-7003.
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City installs speed tables on Sixth Street
By edwin folven
The Los Angeles Department of
Transportation is installing speed
tables on Sixth Street between La
Brea and Highland avenues to slow
drivers as they pass through the residential neighborhood.
Two speed tables will be located
on Sixth Street near the intersections
of Sycamore and Citrus avenues.
Speed tables are midblock traffic
calming devices that raise the entire
wheelbase of a vehicle to reduce
traffic speeds, according to LADOT.
At approximately 3 to 3.5 inches tall
and 22 feet in length, speed tables
are much longer than speed humps
and are flat on top. They are used on
streets with speed limits ranging
from 25 to 45 mph. The speed limit
on Sixth Street is 35 mph.
The installation is expected to be
completed by Aug. 11. Signage on
the street and next to the road alerts
motorists to the speed tables. The
project was funded by $40,000
approved in March in a motion by
Los Angeles City Councilman Paul
Koretz, 5th District, but the idea for
the project dates back more than two
years to when Councilman David
Ryu represented the area.
Redistricting occurred in 2021, and
the neighborhood was transferred
from the 4th District to the 5th
District represented by Koretz. The
councilman stressed that Ryu
deserved credit for the project, and
he was happy to see it through to
implementation.
“We hope it will be something
that results in a significant reduction
in speeding in the area and that it
keeps making the neighborhood

safer,” Koretz said.
Law enforcement officials said
motorists commonly speed on Sixth
Street and enforcement actions are
frequently conducted in the area.
“We get a lot of calls with complaints about Sixth Street. A lot of
residents are concerned. We do have
accidents and speeding in the area,”
said Sgt. Dan Eun, with the Los
Angeles Police Department’s West
Traffic Division. “We conduct
enforcement in the area. We have a
lot of overtime grants for enforcement that comes from the state, and
we have been deploying extra officers two to three days a week … but
ultimately, we can’t be everywhere
all the time.”
Cathy Roberts, president of the La
Brea
Hancock
Homeowners
Association, said collisions and
speeding are a continual problem
along Sixth Street, and her group
worked with Ryu, and later Koretz,
to get the speed tables installed.
“The speed tables are an attempt
to slow people down,” Roberts said.
“There have been some bad accidents on that street. People hit the
gas and go way too fast.”
A speed indicator sign has been in
place for the past two years on Sixth
Street east of La Brea Avenue as part
of an earlier effort to slow traffic,
Roberts confirmed. Others in the
neighborhood also said the speed
tables are a welcome addition.
“Hopefully it works, because you
take your life in your hands trying to
cross the street around here,”
Sycamore Avenue resident Tyler
Morris said. “Anything that can be
done to stop people from driving so
fast through here is great.”

“It’s terrific. We are thrilled. We
have been asking for this for a long
time,” added Cindy Chvatal-Keane,
president of the Hancock Park
Homeowners Association. “It
becomes like a freeway between La
Brea and Highland.”
Eun said police officers will continue patrolling the area and issuing
citations to reduce speeding, and the
speed tables will be an added element to address the problem. He
stressed, however, that it is the
responsibility of every motorist to
drive safely.
“We get a lot of speeding, not just
in the Wilshire area, but all over the
city,” said Eun, who heads the West
Traffic Division’s Community
Traffic Services Unit. “We will continue to enforce the laws, but until
people take it upon themselves to
drive safely, I’m not sure what the
answer is.”

photo by Edwin Folven

Motorists on Sixth Street frequently travel faster than the 35 mph speed
limit, according to the LAPD.

City controller’s office analyzes inflation impacts
Los Angeles City Controller
Ron Galperin on Aug. 4 released
“L.A.’s Cost of Living Crisis,” a
digital story map highlighting the
challenges faced by Angelenos
with the recent spike in inflation.
The story details long-simmering economic concerns in the
region that predate the pandemic
– including the lack of affordable
housing and increases in the cost
of living — and also explores the
rising cost of basic necessities,
like gas, food and clothing.
Galperin recommended actions
local leaders can take to protect
Angelenos and the local economy.

“The cost of living in Los
Angeles has been rising for years,
resulting in many residents struggling to make ends meet,” he said.
“And pandemic-induced inflation
has only made the problem worse,
leaving too many families without
access to food, stable housing and
other basic needs.”
The story map includes factors
that drive up L.A.’s cost of living.
One tool details how the high cost
of housing, goods and services
has hampered economic mobility
for L.A.’s working families.
It also touches on inflation
induced challenges. With inflation

at a 40-year high, Galperin analyzed the impact that it has had on
families whose budget is already
stretched thin.
Lastly, it suggests opportunities
for action. Galperin outlined highlevel measures that local leaders
can take to protect Angelenos and
the local economy, including taking steps to reduce poverty,
increase the affordable housing
stock, stimulate job growth and
support small businesses and
entrepreneurs.
To view the story map, visit
lacontroller.org/data-stories-andmaps/l-a-s-cost-of-living-crisis.
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BHPD plans active-shooter drill at Hawthorne School
n Officers, firefighters to

participate in simulation

BY AARON BLEVINS
The Beverly Hills Police
Department and the city’s Fire
Department will conduct an activeshooter training exercise at
Hawthorne Elementary School
from 8-11 a.m. on Aug. 12 to help
first responders prepare for the possibility of a major emergency.
According to a press release, the
exercise will simulate the discharge
of weapons and the treatment of
“victims.” BHPD Lt. Giovanni
Trejo said such exercises are important when training first responders.
“I think it’s always good for
training procedures [and] theory to
be put in practice – and to train on
that theory in order for things to
flow smoothly when or if something critical should arise,” he said.
“Plans and operations and theory
on paper is good to have; however,
it’s crucial for the theory to be

applied to real life, as much as real
life can be simulated.”
Trejo said several incidents have
occurred nationwide recently and in
the past, but no particular event
spurred the training exercise. He
said Police Chief Mark Stainbrook
has made such drills a priority.
“In the event that something critical happens, then, hopefully, the
faculty, members of the police
department, members of the fire
department and administrators with
the Beverly Hills Unified School
District are ready to act,” Trejo
added. “And that’s the goal of this
training scenario on this day.”
He said the department will continue to work with district officials
on safety protocols.
“We will always be ready to partake in any training with school district officials and our city partners,”
Trejo added.
During the Aug. 9 BHUSD
Board of Education meeting,
Superintendent of Schools Michael
Bregy mentioned the training exercise and said the district continues

to cultivate its partnership with the
city.
“They are in our schools, they are
practicing in our schools [and] they
are doing advanced tactic drills in
our schools,” he said.
Bregy said the district welcomes
the collaboration, although the
exercise “could be a little noisy.”
“This is going to continue on,” he
added. “We want to work with our
police department. We want our
schools to be as familiar as possible
to our police department. We are
well ahead of where we would like
to be in this area. We are excited
about this partnership.”
The superintendent also said that
he and the district’s new director of
school safety, Mark Mead, have
met with city officials and the
police department “five or six
times” over the summer.
“That’s a great partnership, and I
want you to be rest assured that’s
only increasing and improving, and
we’re doing so many of the same
things – following the same practices, using the same terminology –

County raises awareness about child support

The Los Angeles County Child
Support Services Department is
celebrating
Child
Support
Awareness Month 2022.
Throughout the month of
August, CSSD will be involved in
special community engagement
events countywide to share information with the public about its
services.
At the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors meeting on
Aug. 2, Supervisor Holly Mitchell,
2nd District, issued a proclamation

recognizing August as Child
Support Awareness Month.
Child Support Awareness Month
is observed in California and
nationally to educate the public
about how child support services
can benefit families, parents and
children.
This year’s theme, “One Size
Does NOT Fit All,” celebrates that
every family is unique and reflects
CSSD’s commitment to collaborating with parents to provide the
services they need.

Throughout the month of
August, CSSD will be sharing
information at virtual and in-person outreach events in collaboration with a variety of community
organizations and agencies.
For updates and information
about L.A. County’s participation
in Child Support Awareness
Month, follow CSSD on social
media @CSSDLA. To learn more
about the department’s services,
visit
CSSD’s
website
at
cssd.lacounty.gov.
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The BHPD will conduct a training exercise at Hawthorne Elementary
School on Friday, Aug. 12.

so we can be the best we can in
safety and security,” Bregy said.
Trejo said the BHPD held a similar exercise at Beverly Hills High
School recently, but it hadn’t conducted a training scenario at
Hawthorne for quite some time due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
He said the public outreach about
the event has been “robust,” and
that the department has delivered
flyers to residents in the area. The
department is also going to use
social media and signage to alert
residents.
“We are using methods available

to us to make sure the community
understands that there may be loud
noise,” Trejo said. “There may also
be loud talking – maybe even
screaming – coming from the campus.”
He said the police department
wants residents to understand that
the safety of Beverly Hills students
is priority for the BHPD. In fact, the
department is working on assigning
an additional resource officer to the
schools, Trejo said.
“That’s something that will be
coming in the very near future,” he
added.

Correction

An article published July 21 titled, “Pan Pacific Park playground damaged in fire,” incorrectly stated that the playground equipment damaged
was relatively new. The damaged equipment was located next to a new
piece of playground equipment, and it had been at the park more than a
decade.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
DATE: Thursday, August 25, 2022
TIME: 1:30 PM, or as soon thereafter
as the matter may be heard
LOCATION: Meeting will be held in
person at:
Commission Meeting Room 280A
Beverly Hills City Hall
455 North Rexford Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
Members of the public may also participate via teleconference;
details provided below
PROJECT
ADDRESS:

421 North Rodeo Drive
(nearest cross street: Brighton Way)

The Planning Commission of the City of Beverly Hills, at its REGULAR meeting on Thursday, August 25, 2022, will hold a public hearing beginning at 1:30 PM, or as soon thereafter
as the matter may be heard to consider the following:
Conditional Use Permit. A request for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to allow for the establishment of a cosmetic spa located at 421 North Rodeo Drive. Pursuant to Beverly Hills
Municipal Code (BHMC) §10-3-1620.2, a CUP shall be obtained prior to the establishment
of such facility.
This project has been assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria contained in the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.),
the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections 15000 et seq.),
and the environmental regulations of the City. Upon review, the project appears to qualify for
a Class 1 Categorical Exemption (Existing Facilities) in accordance with the requirements of
Section 15301 of the state CEQA Guidelines. This exemption is applicable to the minor alteration of existing public or private structures involving negligible or no expansion of existing
or former use. Accordingly, the Planning Commission will consider a recommendation to find
the project exempt from the environmental review requirements of CEQA.
How to Participate
In the interest of maintaining appropriate social distancing, members of the public can participate in, watch, or listen to the commission meetings through the following methods:

• In Person: Submit a speaker card to the Recording Secretary at the meeting.
• Oral Comment: Call (310) 288-2288, select Option 1 when prompted. You will be
placed on a brief hold, and called upon to make a comment at the appropriate time.
• Video Comment: https://beverlyhills-org.zoom.us/my/bevpublic, enter passcode:
90210 when prompted.
• Written Comment: Email commentPC@beverlyhills.org
• Audio Only: Call (310) 288-2288, select Option 2 when prompted.
• Watch LIVE: BHTV Channel 10 on Spectrum Cable or
www.beverlyhills.org/watchlive
It is recommended that written public comments be submitted to the Planning Commission
Recording Secretary by 11:30 AM on the meeting date. Public comments will also be taken
during the meeting when the topic is being reviewed by the Planning Commission. Written
comments should identify the Agenda Item number or topic in the subject line of the email.
In order to be read at the meeting, written comments will be allowed with a maximum of 350
words, which corresponds to approximately three (3) minutes of speaking time. If a comment
is received after the agenda item is heard, it will not be a part of the record.
Any written comments received by end of the day on Tuesday, August 16, 2022 will be attached to the agenda report regarding this item. Any comments received after Tuesday, August 16, 2022, but prior the public hearing, will be distributed to the Commission under
separate cover.
According to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge the City’s action in court,
you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City, either at or
prior to the public hearing. Please note that any comments received prior to or during the
public hearing will be considered as part of the public record.
If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Didier Murillo, Associate
Planner, in the Planning Division at (310) 285-1156, or by email at
dmurillo@beverlyhills.org. Copies of the project plans and associated application materials
are on file in the Community Development Department, and can be reviewed by contacting
the project planner listed above.
Sincerely,
Didier Murillo, Associate Planner

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Beverly Hills will make reasonable efforts to accommodate persons with disabilities. If you require special assistance, please
call (310) 285-2400 (voice) or (310) 285-6881 (TTY). Providing at least forty-eight (48) hours advance notice will help to ensure availability of services. City Hall, including the Council
Chamber and Room 280A, is wheelchair accessible. The City Hall Council Chamber and Room 280A are also equipped with audio equipment for the hearing impaired.
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Calls grow for ramp-up in monkeypox response
By Rance collins
Nonprofits in the Los Angeles
area have been sounding the alarm
about the monkeypox outbreak,
taking out advertisements and writing op-eds for local and national
publications and websites lambasting the local, state and federal government’s response to the virus.
“In this situation, we have a vaccine, we have treatments, we
understand this virus compared to
other viruses more than any previous infections that we’ve been
dealing with recently … and yet
[the government] response was just
as bad as it was to COVID-19,”
AHF director of advocacy and policy research Adam Sukhija-Cohen
said.
Sukhija-Cohen said the response
to the virus should have been
swifter, since the resources were
already available to combat it.
“We had an advantage, and we
didn’t take it. Something has to
change in our current public health
infrastructure. COVID already
revealed enough about where the
flaws are, but I think that monkeypox is re-instigating the problems
we had with AIDS. And I think
now we’re dealing with the repercussions,” Sukhija-Cohen said.
The Los Angeles LGBT Center
also issued statements calling on a
greater response from local, state
and federal governments. The center’s CEO Joe Hollendoner said
time is of the essence, since the
outbreak could soon turn into an
epidemic.
“Unless the federal government
… revises their playbook, then we
will not only see monkeypox
become an epidemic here in the
United States, but that we will continue to experience health crisis
after health crisis because of their
inability to contain viruses,”
Hollendoner said. “I think what’s
particularly unfortunate is that
LGBTQ+ people, and particularly
those who are Black and Latinx,
continue to be the canaries in the
coal mine of the public health
response. And I would like to see
the federal government, and in turn

the state and local health systems,
do a better job of protecting and
promoting the health of queer individuals.”
Hollendoner said that there
should be a reframing in the messaging surrounding the viruses,
particularly now that cases are
beginning to pop up in people outside of the LGBTQ+ community.
“What is so troubling is that,
unlike COVID, there is a vaccine
for [human monkeypox], and there
is a treatment, while experimental,
that has seemingly proven effective. And despite having those tools
and resources at our disposal, the
federal government has not
deployed them in ways that will
actually help the LGBTQ+ community. And so I can’t help but feel
that homophobia and transphobia
is playing a role in their lack of
urgency, and that’s deeply concerning to me,” he said.
Hollendoner added he was also
concerned by how some patients
with the virus have been treated.
“I was shocked to hear at the
town hall that occurred in West
Hollywood [on July 27] that an
individual that had been diagnosed
with monkeypox was essentially
being put under house arrest until
their symptoms subsided, and to
me what that indicated was the
level of stigma that is in existence
around monkeypox within our
public health and government systems, but also that it was an uninformed response,” he said.
Hollendoner said that since the
virus is primarily transmitted
through prolonged contact with
someone who is infected, the center has been advocating for a more
science-based approach to the
response.
“This continued practice of
putting people in home isolation
while they are showing symptoms
just isn’t really following the science, and individuals who have
been failed by the public health
system shouldn’t be further alienated or isolated in the response and
instead the local, state and federal
government should do what is necessary to stop this virus from

spreading,” Hollendoner said.
Sukhija-Cohen said that it took
too long for the county to speak to
the public about the virus, citing
that he believed the July 27 West
Hollywood town hall was the first
time a Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health official had addressed monkeypox
publicly. He said he would like to
see more public addresses.
“I think that is how you put public back into public health,” he
said, adding that AHF is advocating for the county to have regular,
twice-weekly briefings on the state
of the virus.
While a limited supply of vaccine remains, the Joe Biden administration announced on Aug. 9 that
it is authorizing a five-fold increase
in supply of the JYNNEOS vaccine, the preferred vaccination for
monkeypox
prevention.
Additionally, an intradermal
administration will be rolled out,
which requires a smaller amount of
vaccine to be used, which the
White House said will increase the
number of people who can be vaccinated.
The announcement comes as
additional vaccination clinics continue to open in Los Angeles
County. On Aug. 3, the West
Hollywood Library was added as a
site, and on Aug. 8, Los Angeles
County Supervisor, 1st District,
Hilda Solis announced a location at
Barnsdall Art Park in East
Hollywood.
“As the monkeypox outbreak
continues, it is critical that we
increase accessibility to the vaccine for at-risk communities,”
Solis said. “With the launch of the
monkeypox vaccination site at
Barnsdall Park, L.A. County is
making it easier for residents in
hard-hit communities to get vaccinated. I encourage residents to
assess their risk and take steps to
protect themselves from monkeypox as we wait for additional doses
to [arrive in] Los Angeles County.”
According to Solis’ office, there
were 616 confirmed or presumed
cases in the county on Aug. 8, with
the vast majority affecting the

Cedars-Sinai opens new Guerin Children’s facility

Cedars-Sinai welcomed its first
patients on Aug. 8 to Guerin
Children’s, a new pediatric inpatient facility staffed by a network
of clinical experts who will provide primary and specialty care for
children and families.
Guerin Children’s will operate
across Cedars-Sinai’s network of
hospitals and affiliates to deliver a
seamless continuum of care as they

grow from newborns to adults. A
full array of pediatric specialties
will be available for hospitalized
patients and outpatients, as well as
pediatric surgery and transplants,
leveraging Cedars-Sinai’s nationally-recognized programs in cancer, cardiology, gastroenterology,
metabolic disorders, obstetrics,
orthopaedics,
pulmonology,
rheumatology and neurosciences.

Notable Quotes
“I had a good, sound upbringing with sensible people around me. I
was brought up by intelligent parents. My mother always said to me,
‘You’ve got to work at your career and you’ve got to be good at it.
Okay, you’ve had a bit of success but that’s not longevity. You’ve got
to really work for a long time.’”
“I love you. I honestly love you.”
Olivia Newton-John
September 26, 1948 - August 8, 2022

In addition to advanced clinical
care, Guerin Children’s will combine
leading-edge
pediatric
research and forward-looking
physician education and training to
support the hospital and its health
care partners across the region.
“We are delighted to welcome
our first patients and to see this
innovative model of health care
come to life,” said Dr. Ophir Klein,
inaugural executive director of
Guerin Children’s and the David
and
Meredith
Kaplan
Distinguished Chair in Children’s
Health. “After years of planning,
we are looking forward to serving
as an important resource for children in the Los Angeles community and around the world.”
The new 26-bed facility is located on the Cedars-Sinai campus and
was designed to maximize comfort
for children and their families. The
space features a game and movie
room with interactive screens,
work by local artists, an outdoor
garden, lounge for families and
large patient rooms with accommodations for adults to stay
overnight with their children.
Guerin Children’s was made
possible by a $100 million gift

photo by Rance Collins

The vaccination site at the West Hollywood Library opened on Aug. 3.

LGBTQ+ community.
“As a gay man who came of age
and lost friends during the height
of the AIDS crisis, we cannot let
history repeat itself,” Los Angeles
City Councilman President Pro
Tempore Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District, said. “I’m thankful that
the 13th District and the historic
Barnsdall Art Park is now home to
a monkeypox vaccination site,
which coincides with the city’s
own emergency declaration. We
need to unlock every resource to
combat a disease which, like AIDS,
disproportionately impacts the
LGBTQ+ community.”
The Barnsdall Art Park clinic
is located at 4800 Hollywood
Blvd. Like other vaccination
sites, it is currently by appointment-only. For information on
the local response to monkeypox,
visit ph.lacounty.gov/monkeypox. To sign up for a vaccine,
visit ph.lacounty.gov/monkeypoxsignup.
from the Shapell Guerin Family
Foundation and its president Vera
Guerin, a longtime Cedars-Sinai
supporter and immediate past chair
of the Cedars-Sinai Health System
Board of Directors. The contribution is the largest lifetime gift in
Cedars-Sinai’s 120-year history.
“We are thrilled that our vision is
now a reality and pediatric patients
will receive excellent medical care
in this beautiful, state-of-the-art,
child-friendly facility,” Guerin
said. “We are dedicated to improving children’s health and quality of
life for young patients and their
families.”
Physicians, nurses and other
staff members said they are committed
to
turning
Guerin
Children’s into a national and
international destination for children’s care.
“We will offer the highest-quality patient-facing clinical care while
incorporating
leading-edge
research and academics,” said Dr.
Shervin Rabizadeh, chair of
Pediatrics at Cedars-Sinai. “We
look forward to children exploring
our gardens, playing with our
interactive art and enjoying the
playroom, all while receiving the
very best care.”
For information, visit cedarssinai.org.
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West Hollywood Park playground opens,
Aquatic and Recreation Center to follow

By Andrew windish

After a long wait and much
anticipation from the community,
the city of West Hollywood finished construction on West
Hollywood Park and opened its
facilities on Aug. 10, beginning
with a new playground.
The completion of the park’s
renovations marks an end to the
18-year-old West Hollywood Park
Master Plan that was adopted in
2004. Since then, the city has met
its Phase I goal of the plan with the
construction
of
the West

Hollywood Library and parking
structure in 2011. The city now
celebrates the end of Phase II with
the expanded park, playgrounds
and Aquatic and Recreation
Center.
“West Hollywood Park and the
Aquatic and Recreation Center
will serve as a cornerstone for a
vibrant and active community,”
West Hollywood director of public
works Steve Campbell said. “The
enclosed playground was designed
to include a variety of challenging
activities for our youngest constituents while keeping the area

CicLAvia returns to the
‘Hollywoods’ on Aug. 21
“CicLAvia
–
Meet
the
Hollywoods
Presented
by
Metro” will take place on Sunday,
Aug. 21. The city of West
Hollywood, and the neighborhoods
of Hollywood will be transformed
into car-free open streets for the day.
From 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on Sunday,
Aug. 21, from the Hollywood Walk
of Fame to West Hollywood’s inclusive pride crosswalks, everyone is
invited to come along for the ride
and walk, bike, roll and stroll along
the area’s most iconic streets. The
event will close Santa Monica
Boulevard from La Brea Avenue to

San Vicente Boulevard to vehicle
traffic and thousands of cyclists will
fill the streets.
CicLAvia is a nonprofit that catalyzes vibrant public spaces, active
transportation and good health
through car-free streets. CicLAvia
engages with people to transform
relationships with communities and
with each other. Inspired by
Bogotá’s weekly ciclovía, CicLAvia
temporarily closes streets to car traffic and opens them for use as a public park.
For
information
visit
ciclavia.org/hollywood22.

inviting yet as safe as possible.”
Playground amenities include a
sandbox, slides and a shade area
made for children of all ages.
Mayor Lauren Meister said that
while her direct involvement with
the development was minimal due
to the plan’s adoption occurring
before her tenure, she remained
vocal on the inclusion of the offleash dog park areas, many of
which stayed open during the construction period.
“As you may know, many of our
residents are pet guardians, while
less than 5% of West Hollywood’s
population is actually under 18,”
Meister said. “The park was
designed not only for the city’s
constituency as it looks today but
for future generations as well. I
think that the children who come
to West Hollywood Park’s new
playground will find adventure,
creativity and just plain fun.”
While these amenities cater primarily to children, the city of West
Hollywood hopes they will create
an atmosphere for all ages.
“This West Hollywood Park
serves as a landmark for the community,”
Councilman
John
Erickson said. “And as the community grows, the need to provide
world-class facilities increases in
order for the city to grow alongside the community.”
The city’s hope is for the park to
be available to people from West
Hollywood and also the surround-

photo by Andrew Windish

Children and residents can explore the newly constructed playgrounds
located in West Hollywood Park.

ing neighborhoods in Beverly
Hills and Los Angeles.
“I might even want to go to
these things myself,” Erickson
said enthusiastically.
In addition to the opening of
West Hollywood Park, the city will
host an open house to celebrate the
completion of the Aquatic and
Recreation Center on Saturday,
Aug. 13, from 10-11 a.m.
Immediately following the event,
the WeHo Rec Expo will be held,
featuring music, demonstrations
and giveaways from 11 a.m.-1
p.m.
The aquatic center and its facili-

ties will be available to the public
after Aug. 22. This will include
rooftop pools, pickleball and a
new community gymnasium to
host events like the Tiny Tots program. Prior to that date, the aquatic
center will be open to individuals
already registered for a program.
West Hollywood Park is located
at 647 N. San Vicente Blvd. and is
open from 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
The open house will take place
at the Aquatic and Recreation
Center located at 8750 El Tovar
Place.
For
information,
visit
weho.org/recreation.
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Micky’s hosts eclectic open mic night
By Rance collins

Every Tuesday night at Micky’s
in West Hollywood, aspiring artists
can share their prose, poetry, voice
and humor thanks to a new open
mic night spearheaded by the city’s
poet laureate Brian Sonia-Wallace.
“My focus is obviously on poetry, but it’s also open to music, both
people doing original songs and
people doing covers, as well as
comedy,” Sonia-Wallace said.
Sonia-Wallace said the attendance has been reliably in the
dozens, which he said is pretty
good for an “off night activity” in
the hub of clubs and bars along
Santa Monica Boulevard. A loyal
half-dozen or so can be seen most
every Tuesday, ready to express
their deepest thoughts and feelings.
“The mic for me fills a void of
explicitly queer and sex-positive
performance venues that are open
to artists of any level,” poet Hannah
Harris said. “Our nightlife is an
essential component to our community’s history and identity, but we
often find ourselves void of spaces
that can hold both our joy and our
soft parts. The mic has created this
amazing, accessible hybrid space
that’s a happy medium between a
[ketamine high] and a queer studies
classroom.”
“In a city that is so based on what
role you can fit or what art you can
sell it’s nice to have an outlet to
express my truth,” said Christian
Cintron, creator of Stand Up 4 Your
Power, which is described on its
website as being “an intersectional,

spiritual,
self-improvement
approach to stand-up comedy.”
“It being at Micky’s and such an
earnest and welcoming place
encourages me to be more vulnerable,” Cintron added.
Participant Winter Jonz agreed.
“I am so grateful for the staff at
Micky’s for creating a safe space
for us to polish our craft and give
way to our artistic queer expression,” Jonz said.
“As a gay stand-up comedian, the
mic at Micky’s provides a space
that allows me to perform freely,”
comedian Sergio Novoa said. “It
feels great to tell a joke where the
audience gets it without having to
fit my material through the heteronormative box.”
Novoa added that the space is
filled with people from all walks of
life sharing all kinds of art.
“I love the diversity in the room
… poetry, music, comedy. It’s great
to have these genres all mixed in. I
have been moved by some of the
poems in a way I did not expect. It’s
great to see so much talent flourish
freely,” he said.
Sonia-Wallace said the staff at
Micky’s played an integral role in
getting the night off the ground.
The event was supposed to start at a
different bar in March 2020. He had
worked on its creation with his
friend Nate Lovell, who he
described as a fellow spoken word
artist.
“Literally the week that we were
supposed to do that first show, is
the week that the lockdowns happened,” Sonia-Wallace said. “Fast-
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Visitors can once again tour Frank Lloyd Wright’s Hollyhock House in
Barnsdall Art Park.

Famed Hollyhock House reopens

The Los Angeles Department of
Cultural Affairs and Los Angeles
City Council President Pro
Tempore Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District, have announced that Frank
Lloyd
Wright’s
landmark
Hollyhock House will reopen on
Aug. 18 after being closed to the
public during the pandemic.
Located at 4800 Hollywood
Blvd. in Barnsdall Art Park,
Hollyhock House is the first and
only United Nations Educational,
Scientific
and
Cultural
Organization World Heritage site in
Los Angeles. The reopening aligns
with the site’s centennial anniversary.
“Since taking office, my team
and I have worked tirelessly to
champion and fund the restoration
of the Hollyhock House campus,”
O’Farrell said. “When Hollyhock
House was restored in 2015, we
reopened this priceless cultural
landmark to the public, and I can
still remember the excitement felt

by so many Angelenos. We’ve now
weathered the storm of COVID-19,
and I can’t wait to welcome people
back to this iconic place, the only
UNESCO World Heritage site in
the city of Los Angeles.”
“The Department of Cultural
Affairs is thrilled to reopen our
city’s one and only UNESCO
World Heritage site,” added DCA
interim general manager Daniel
Tarica. “Visitors will once again be
able to appreciate this historic site
in-person, including expanded
access through our self-guided tour
program. Through the pandemic
closure, staff have undertaken critical restoration projects and
enhanced interpretation of the site.
Visitors will now see these significant transformations at Hollyhock
House and Residence A.”
Beginning on Thursday, Aug. 18,
Hollyhock House reopens again for
in-person, self-guided tours.
See Hollyhock House page 13

forward to this year and Nate was
working at Micky’s.”
Lovell talked to Sonia-Wallace
about reviving the idea at Micky’s,
saying one of the bar’s managers,
Tony Velvoski, was on board. He
said the bar felt it would be “something good for the community” and
was supportive.
“We did our first trial run back in
February-March, and then had our
full launch in June and have been
going weekly since then,” SoniaWallace said.
Harris said that the night
includes participants who get to
show a completely new side of
themselves.
“My favorite moments at the mic
have been seeing traditional pillars
of the West Hollywood community
like go-go dancers, bartenders and
social workers step into a different
and more earnest role in front of the
mic,” Harris said. “There is a
tremendous sense of trust and vulnerability in the room. Queer people are often just perpetually silent
poets and daydreamers putting on
grown up costumes. My favorite
part of the mic is watching our
masks come off and our sensitive,
queer inner children come out to
play.”
The open mic night will have its
first poetry slam competition on
Sept. 6.
“We’ll have 12 poets in the first
round, and then we’ll narrow it
down, and then we’ll narrow it
down again,” Sonia-Wallace said.
The winner will get a $500 cash
prize from Micky’s. Only three
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Micky’s West Hollywood hosts an open mic night with poetry, art and
music every Tuesday night.

slots were left as of Aug. 9, but
anyone interested in participating
can email rentpoet@gmail.com.
But any competition aside, it is
the environment’s freedom of
expression and acceptance that
keeps artists like Dom, a live
painter who creates a new piece
every week, coming back again
and again.

“When I sit down at the easel
and lift my brush to the canvas, I
don’t need to turn around I just
wait for the voices of West
Hollywood to croon, chirp,
demand or celebrate behind me and
let them do the brushing for me,”
Dom said. “I become a merry little
succubus and it is an honor translating that into visual format.”
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Dance troop set for Bendix performance
Los Angeles-based dance company Heidi Duckler Dance has
announced the third part of “Truth
or Consequences,” a curated series
of transdisciplinary salons at the
historic Bendix Building in
Downtown Los Angeles. Second
Nature is an evening of cinema, live
performance and deep discussion
that will take place on Aug. 14 from
7-9 p.m. on the Bendix Building
rooftop.
“Truth or Consequences: Second

Nature” is a unification of film,
dance, music and conversation that
delves into the significance of
Slavic cultural stories and experiences. The salon will include a full
screening of HDD’s newest dance
film series, “Counterintelligence:
The Story of Sister Alyonushka and
Brother Ivanushka,” a contemporary reimagining of the Russian
folktale told in a tongue and cheek
telenovela style. The film characters will then be brought to life

2022-2023 Kirk Douglas Theatre
season announced
The 2022-2023 Kirk Douglas
Theatre Season was unveiled as
Center Theatre Group Managing
Director / CEO Meghan Pressman
joined Associate Artistic Directors
Luis Alfaro, Lindsay Allbaugh,
Tyrone Davis, Neel Keller and
Kelley Kirkpatrick to share the
upcoming programming for the
Culver City theatre.
The season will begin with the
L.A. Writers’ Workshop Festival,
which is set to take place over the
course of two weekends, Sept. 9-11
and Sept. 16-18. For the first time in
the history of Center Theatre
Group’s L.A. Writers’ Workshop,
all 10 playwrights in the group will
have their work presented at the
Douglas. This notable cohort of 10
women writers includes Jami
Brandli, June Carryl, Penelope
Lowder, Lisa Ramirez, Jessica Ko,
Pia Shah, Judy Soo Hoo, Delanna
Studi, Julie Taiwo Quarles and
Tisha Marie Reichle-Aguilera.
A 2022 Pulitzer Finalist, Wong,
will return to the Douglas from Feb.
12 to March 12, 2023 in a co-production with East West Players in
“Kristina
Wong,
Sweatshop
Overlord.”
Emmy Award winner Debbie
Allen will make her Center Theatre
Group directorial debut with Will
Power’s “Fetch Clay, Make Man,”
produced in association with
SpringHill from June 4 to July 2,
2023. Rounding out the 2022-2023
Season is the West Coast premiere
of Alexis Scheer’s “Our Dear Dead
Drug Lord,” from Aug. 20 to
Sept.17, 2023.
“The Kirk Douglas Theatre presents bold, authentic and engaging
works and this season our Artistic
Team has created a thrilling lineup
of innovative artists making work
that breaks boundaries and unites
people through the power of their
storytelling,” Pressman said. “These
three vibrant productions, paired
with works from the outstanding
playwrights in our L.A. Writers’
Workshop Festival, center human
connection and celebrate the vibrancy and diversity of Los Angeles.”
“We believe that theatre creates
the energy that feeds a city, a culture
and a society. This season’s programming at the Douglas focuses
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Playwright Kristina Wong performs
as herself in “Kristina Wong,
Sweatshop Overlord” as part of
the 2022-2023 season at Kirk
Douglas Theater.

on using the art of theatre to broaden horizons and illuminate new perspectives,” a statement from the
directors said. “We are grateful to
our theatre community for challenging and engaging with us as we set
out to honor the commitments to
our global majority community.
This season, we have also intentionally partnered with like-minded
organizations on each production,
as we believe that collaboration is
vital to our L.A. theatre ecology.”
The L.A. Writers’ Workshop
Festival includes a variety of stories
from women playwrights ranging
from female magicians, the exploration of American singer/songwriter and activist Nina Simone, the
kinship of teachers, trademarking
African culture as well as Cherokee
circular storytelling, to name a few.
Tickets and subscriptions packages for the Kirk Douglas Theatre
2022-2023 Season will be on sale at
a later date. Tickets – $10 for a reading or $30 for a Festival Pass – are
now on sale for the L.A. Writers’
Workshop Festival and are available
at CenterTheatreGroup.org.
The Kirk Douglas Theatre is
located at 9820 Washington Blvd,
Culver City.

Ginoflo mural
displayed

On Aug. 7, Los Angeles-based
artist Ginoflo created a mural in
Beverly Center’s Grand Court
titled “Peaceful Is Not Passive”
celebrating International Peace
Month and honoring the nonprofit “Safe Place for Youth.” To
view the mural, visit the Beverly
Center at 8500 Beverly Blvd.
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through an exciting live performance of the story’s epilogue featuring dancers Darrel “Friidom”
Dunn, Raymond Ejiofor and
Andrea Burr accompanied by live
music from musician/composer
Justin Scheid. The event will conclude with an expert panel moderated by Sasha Razor discussing topics relating to the conflict between
Russia and Ukraine.
The Bendix Building is located at
1206 Maple Ave., Suite 1100B, Los
Angeles. The cost is $40 for general
admission and $15 for students and
seniors.
For
tickets,
visit
eventbrite.com/e/truth-or-consequences-tickets-294876933847.
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Dancers Ching Ching Wong and Jobel Medina perform for the Heidi
Duckler Dance company.
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Like Randy Newman, I love L.A. – mostly
I think we can all agree that
watermelon — slushied in a
blender, then served with a sprig of
mint and a splash of gin — is the
best icy alms we can offer ourselves
on soft summer nights.
I think we can all agree that the
songs we know by heart are the best
songs, the only poems we can ever
really remember.
I think we can all agree that “Oo-h Child,” by the Five Stairsteps,
is the best song to hear blasting
from a passing car, though Marvin
Gaye’s “What’s Going On” is a
close second.
Or, early Jackson 5.
I admire songwriters so much.
They are the modern poets. And
though I enjoy actual poets (try
Kim Addonizio or Stephen Dunn),
the only poems I can fully recite are
by Paul Simon, Carole King and
John Prine.

by
Chris
Erskine

I hope we can all agree on that.
I think we can all agree, as Peggy
Noonan recently noted, that we
don’t want to see office life completely end in America. “There is
something demoralizing about all
the empty offices, something postgreatness about them. All the
almost-empty buildings in all the
downtowns – it feels too much like
a metaphor for decline,” Noonan
wrote in the Wall Street Journal, a
daily paean to office life.
Yet, I think we can all
agree that we don’t miss
commuting, or the toll it
takes on our relationships, or our arteries, or
our summers.
I think we can all agree
that L.A. can be a hard
place to love sometimes,
easy on the eyes, but difficult to really get to
know, so showboaty and
brittle and dense that you
can’t really get your arms
around it.
Plus, every place closes too early.
photo by Chris Erskine
I also think that if you
Try an icy alms for a summer evening – water- appreciate variety, you’ll
probably love L.A., a
melon juice, mint, gin.

tapestry of cultures, tastes and nutty
opinions – at heart, a giant kitchen
offering a hundred ways to make
curry, a thousand ways to fuse
cuisines.
I think we can all agree that the
economy is scary as hell right now,
and we don’t really understand how
the Fed juking interest rates and
making homes less affordable battles inflation.
Yet, I think we can all agree that
gas prices are finally skidding and
the stock market is showing signs
of life.
I think we can all agree that, each
week, there is one really bad ohmy-gawd development in the news.
Chronic bad news aside, I hope
we can all agree that a deft and
stubborn American spirit will prevail, as it did in the 1930s, and
again in the 1970s, which were
much rockier than we might
remember.
Meanwhile, wherefore, O summer’s day?* Wherefore, O gin?
There’s a wistfulness to early
August, puzzlement over how fast
summers roar by. This has been a
good summer, amid the muckity
bad news that seems to run on
some sort of film loop.
Often, you’re left wondering:
What’s sicker: Our planet or its
people?
Look, I see evidence of God
everywhere I look, especially in
Pacific Palisades, though that new
6th Street Bridge is running a close
second.
The Palisades is known for its
bluffs and storybook downtown
and the turbulent passions of its
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I see evidence of God everywhere, especially in Pacific Palisades,
known for its bluff-based views.

populace.
I mean, I’m just guessing here,
but you can tell from the way
Palisadians hold hands when they
walk the dog that they’re a vibrant
breed of people, hearty of stock
and brimming with fresh ideals.
Rick Caruso lives here, as does
my buddy Verge, as did Kobe
Bryant and a rash of other celebrities, driven to the water’s edge by
the trashiness of the Kardashians.
That’s just my assessment, but I’m
standing by it.
The Palisades is the only town in
Southern California that you can
imagine turning up in a Nicholas
Sparks novel. I don’t mean that as
criticism. I was telling Suzanne
that I want to build a lighthouse
near her place on the bluffs, to keep
confused sailors off the rocks and
away from the better restaurants.
Brick by brick, I’ll build this

landmark by hand. Since it’s in
L.A., the lighthouse will appear to
be wearing some sort of silver
bridal train, ala Disney Hall and
SoFi. It’ll look as if it just blew in
off the sea.
The beacon’s mirrors will be
French, as the best ones usually
are. Its ribbons of light will be visible from deep space, and will welcome aliens, as L.A. is prone to do.
So, yeah, nothing special this
lighthouse. Just a small gesture
really. A trinket. The Left Coast’s
Statue of Liberty.
A lyric in the summer wind.
*Emily Dickinson, if you were
wondering.
Email
the
columnist
at
ChrisErskineLA.com. For past
columns, books and gin glasses,
please go to ChrisErskineLA.com.
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Subway work keeps chugging along

photo courtesy of Councilman Mitch O’Farrell’s Office

Los Angeles City Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, back row, ninth from
left, helped beautify Thai Town in Hollywood on July 30

O’Farrell rolls up sleeves
for Thai Town cleanup
Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, joined
representatives of the Thai community for a cleanup and beautification project on July 30 in Thai
Town, near Hollywood Boulevard
and Western Avenue. The group
included members of the Thai
Community Development Center,
Royal Thai Consulate, Thai Town
Council and Thai Rotary. The

Thai CDC holds a weekly farmers
market on Mondays and
Thursdays from 3:30-7:30 p.m. at
Hollywood Boulevard and
Western Avenue, and is planning
to open the permanent Thai Town
Marketplace near the site this fall.
Anyone who wants to hold a
cleanup effort in the 13th District
and needs help or supplies is
encouraged to call O’Farrell’s
office at (213)207-3015..

More people in need receive
food assistance in 13th District
Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell and the Salvadoran
American
Leadership
and
Educational Fund are encouraging
13th District residents to sign up for
their weekly food distribution program for people who are food-insecure. The program runs for the next
three weeks.
The program follows a partnership in 2021 that provided more
than 50,000 pounds of groceries to

hundreds of 13th District residents
during the pandemic. In July,
O’Farrell and SALEF launched the
summer 2022 food distribution program, which will be held at locations throughout O’Farrell’s district. The program is funded by
O’Farrell’s office and administered
by SALEF. All participants must be
13th District residents and must
register in advance. To participate
in the program, call (213)480-1052
or text (213)805-8012.

Hollyhock House opens for tours
From page 10
Offered
Thursday
through
Saturday from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., the
tours will give unprecedented
access to Hollyhock House’s
restored outdoor spaces, showcasing new aspects of Wright’s selfproclaimed “garden house.” Tour
capacity is limited and advanced
ticket purchase is required by visiting hollyhockhouse.org.
DCA will also hold a Hollyhock
House Lawn Party on Saturday,
Aug. 20, from 4-8 p.m. The free
community event will feature performances by the Bob Baker
Marionette Theater, music, crafts
and food. The first 100 guests will
receive a free hot dogs. courtesy of
Fort: LA. The lawn party will celebrate the reopening of all DCA
facilities in Barnsdall Park including Hollyhock House, the Los
Angeles Municipal Art Gallery, the
Barnsdall Gallery Theatre, the
Barnsdall Arts Center and the
Barnsdall Junior Arts Center.
Throughout the pandemic closure, the city of Los Angeles made
significant
restorations
at
Hollyhock House and Residence
A, a Wright-designed guest house
in Barnsdall Park. Transformative

exterior and structural restoration
work on Residence A was completed in December 2021 and restoration of the interior and landscape
are now underway.
“A harbinger of California modernism, Hollyhock House continues to inspire artists, architects and
the public at large,” Hollyhock
House curator Abbey Chamberlain
Brach said. “We’re eager to welcome visitors back inside
Hollyhock House to experience
firsthand Wright’s dramatic expression of California, which feels as
modern now as it did upon its completion 100 years ago.”
Built between 1919 and 1921,
Hollyhock House was Wright’s
first Los Angeles commission and
an ode to California’s freedom and
natural beauty. Designed for oil
heiress Aline Barnsdall, she donated the house and property to the
city in 1927 as the centerpiece of a
36-acre arts complex.
Hollyhock House was included
on the UNESCO World Heritage
List in July 2019 along with seven
other Wright sites throughout the
United States. For information,
visit
culturela.org
and

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority is working on the Purple
Line Extension subway project at
multiple sites along Wilshire
Boulevard, and is providing information about impacts to the community.
Near Wilshire/La Brea, curbs and
gutters are being restored through
early November. A work zone has
been installed along the north side
of Wilshire Boulevard, which is
reduced to two lanes in each direction between Mansfield and La
Brea avenues. Left turns from
Wilshire Boulevard to Orange
Drive and Sycamore Avenue are
also restricted.
Metro is also advising motorists
about upcoming street restoration
work
near
the
future
Wilshire/Fairfax station. Plans call
for 13 weekends of closures on
Wilshire Boulevard from Sept. 9Dec. 19. The work will run from 9
p.m. on Friday to 6 a.m. on Monday
and detours will be in place around
the construction, which will be
completed in phases.
Station backfilling and utility
restoration activities are occurring
at Wilshire/La Cienega. The work
will occur overnight on weeknights,
and during the day on weekends.
Additional work on passageways
and rooms adjacent to the subway
station is also occurring near
Wilshire/La Cienega. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between San
Vicente and La Cienega boulevards
and left turns from Wilshire
Boulevard to Gale Drive and Tower
Drive are restricted from both directions. Intermittent bump outs may
be in place between 9 a.m.-4 p.m.,
reducing westbound Wilshire
Boulevard to a single lane.
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Curb and gutter restoration work continues along the north side of
Wilshire Boulevard near La Brea Avenue.

Work also continues on the
underground
station
near
Wilshire/Rodeo and in a staging
yard near Wilshire Boulevard and
Reeves Drive. Ground improvement work to prepare for the construction of cross passage tunnels
will continue in August. Backfilling
work for the future station is expected to occur around the subway station site from 8 a.m.-11 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. At least
one lane in each direction on
Wilshire Boulevard may be closed.
Lanes on Wilshire Boulevard may
also be intermittently reduced
between El Camino and Crescent
drives.
In Century City, excavation is
ongoing for the future subway station. Utility work continues to
progress on moving a sewer and
storm drain outside of the project
site under Constellation Boulevard.
The utility relocation work is antici-

pated to be complete at the end of
January 2023.
Preparation for subway station
construction also continues in
Westwood. Decking on Wilshire
Boulevard between Westwood
Boulevard and Veteran Avenue is
anticipated to begin in mid-August.
The work will be done in stages on
approximately
14
weekends
through November. Lane reductions
will be in place on Wilshire
Boulevard between Veteran and
Glendon avenues, and traffic may
be detoured. The intersection of
Wilshire and Westwood boulevards
will be temporarily closed on Aug.
11 and 12 from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. to
prepare for restoration.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net, or
visit metro.net.

Letters to the Editor
Trees on Crescent
Heights should be
replaced with
native species
Re “Trees to be removed on
Crescent Heights,” July 28 issue
There is certainly value to
existing canopy. However, trees
have a lifespan, and many nonnative trees were planted in the
20th century in a rush to make
Los Angeles look like something
other than what our natural geographical heritage provided, well
over 50 lovely native trees that
are local to Los Angeles County.
When non-native trees outgrow
their space or reach end of life for
other reasons, we need to replace
them with native species. One of
the arguments the city uses to
object to natives is that many (not
all) grow slowly. Well, yeah,
that’s because these natives are
actually adapted to our climate.
They use fewer water resources
and produce less green waste by
requiring less pruning and trimming (something that should
appeal to an Urban Forestry
Department that currently has a
tree trimming cycle that exceeds
20 years).
There are appropriate native
trees for every planting situation.
They will last longer, provide
more support for habitat, use

fewer water resources and help us
reestablish our sense of heritage.
Charles Miller
Palms

Don’t blame past
BHUSD boards for
ruling in Metro lawsuit
Re “BHUSD disappointed by
jury decision,” Aug. 4 issue
School Board President Mary
Wells’ statement last week on the
litigation award blaming past
school boards mischaracterizes
facts, reveals an absence of leadership, lack of understanding of the
case and denial of the shift in legal
strategy under her guidance.
BHUSD
was
awarded
$1,046,610 in damages (the jury
award was for $9,396,610, with
$1,046,610 representing damages), significantly more than the
$300,000 Metro offered before
trial. Metro sued BHUSD, not the
other way around. Wells, who was
elected in 2020, [said] the eminent
domain lawsuit was litigated
entirely on her watch.
The efforts of past boards forced
Metro to pay over $20,926,147 to
BHUSD for the mitigation of legacy oil wells under the high school,
forced Metro to make significant
concessions regarding toxin, noise
and vibration monitoring, forced
Metro to implement work stoppages at the first sign of danger or

disruption to students and testing
schedules and to upgrade air filtration systems that significantly
reduced harmful particulates, and
forced Metro to relocate its most
hazardous staging activities away
from the campus, ensuring the
safety of our students, teachers and
staff.
Wells disassembled the construction program and gave Metro
and the jury a picture of a building
program in disarray. She fired an
expert witness whose testimony
would have assured a more significant award from Metro.
Wells’ belief that past boards
should have rolled over and
allowed Metro to railroad our district and community without
attempting to protect our students,
staff and campus, or fight for fair
compensation, is a commentary on
her lack of values.
We are proud to have stood up
to Metro and fought for our school
district's health, safety and sovereignty. Wells’ comments disrespect thousands of community
members who opposed Metro and
feared for the health and safety of
their children. Her attempts to
diminish those efforts are a disservice to all who have previously
served.
former BHUSD members
Brian Goldberg
Howard Goldstein
Lewis Hall
Lisa Korbatov
Tristen Walker-Shuman
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National Rum Day at
Fairmont Century Plaza

C

elebrate National Rum Day on
Aug. 16, with a special
‘Havana Night’ at Century City’s
new luxury Fairmont Century Plaza
lobby bar. The lively social hub will
have a Cuban band and dancers perform starting at 5 p.m. They will be
rolling cigars, offer rum tastings
and making signature rum cocktails
including frozen pina coladas and
strawberry daiquiris. 2025 Avenue
of the Stars, (310)424-3030.

Seoulmates fast casual
Korean fusion

S

eoulmates in West Hollywood is
a new spot to get a KBBQ fix
without driving to Koreatown.
Korean American Christina Hong
prepares a menu of items featuring
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authentic traditional Korean flavors
with Californian favorites. The menu
features tacos, bowls and hoagies,
plus vegetarian and vegan options.
Delivery is available via Postmates,
Grubhub, Ubereats and Doordash.
Open daily from 10:30 a.m.-9 p.m.
8320 W. 3rd. St., (630)401-6673.

Grand opening of
Pachamama

C

hef Vick Vannucci’s fast-casual
restaurant Pachamama on the
Venice Beach boardwalk, is having
a grand opening celebration on Aug.
12 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. The festivities begin with a ribbon cutting ceremony, and the first 50 guests will
receive a complimentary vegan
taco. It’s served in a crispy green
corn tortilla and filled with organic
greens, cherry tomatoes, Peruvian
salsa criolla, aguacate, amarillo
sauce and black beans. Small bites

SUMMER
SIZZLE
Piedmontese Boneless
Rib Eye or
NY Steak
$19.98 per lb.
with this ad • Expires 8/17/2022

6333 W. Third St.
323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned in the
Original Farmers Market
for 81 Years

of anticuchos will also be passed for
guests to sample. Travis Wolf from
Bee Leaf USA, a humane honeybee
rescue company, will bring an
observational hive and offer complimentary honey lollipops and honey
samples. Live music will be played
on the boardwalk. Pachamama is
partnering with nonprofit Kiss the
Ground, and a portion of the grand
opening proceeds will support the
efforts to increase awareness about
the extraordinary benefits of healthy
soil. 1425 Ocean Front Walk,
(858)432-9395.

Uncle Morty’s
Haus Burger

E

mmy-award winning TV and
YouTube personality Chef Sam
Zien – “Sam the Cooking Guy” – is
collaborating with Dog Haus to
launch the Uncle Morty burger. It’s
an all-beef patty with white
American cheese, mustard-grilled
pastrami complimented by dill
pickles, caramelized onions and
garlic aioli. It’s perfectly stacked
between a grilled King’s Hawaiian
Roll. This limited-time item is
available at Dog Haus locations
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Dine at Asterid’s sophisticated bar and lounge during brunch.

Asterid expands weekend brunch service

A

ward-winning chef Ray
Garcia recently presented a
new menu at Asterid of elevated
brunch items for guests exploring downtown LA. Dine outside
during Sunday brunch or at the
sophisticated bar and lounge.
Menu
highlights
include
smashed avocado toast and an
indulgent breakfast sandwich
with white bean aioli, bacon,
arugula, tomato and a fried egg.
Sweet items include lemon poppyseed and blueberry pancakes
with beurre de barrate and

whipped Chantilly cream. Bar
director Chris Chernock complements Chef Garcia’s menu with
classic cocktails. He makes zeroproof Spritz and Michelada creations, plus offers a variety of
locally brewed beer and an
extensive list of wines by the bottle. The beverage menu also
offers a wide selection of coffee,
juices, and tea. Brunch is on
Sundays from 11:30 a.m.-2:30
p.m. on Sundays. Call for reservations or go on Resy. 141 S.
Grand Ave., (213)972-3535.
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nationwide now through Sept. 30.
For each purchase of the Uncle
Morty, Dog Haus will donate $1 to
its national charity partner, No Kid
Hungry, whose mission is to end
childhood hunger in America. For
up-to-date location and brand information, visit doghaus.com. 3817 W.
Olive Ave., (818)566.4287.

Jean Georges Summer
Taste Series

J

oin the second cooking class and
dining experience led by Waldorf
Astoria Beverly Hills executive
chefs. On Aug. 27, attend an intimate
live demonstration by executive chef
Peleg Miron, who will teach partici-

pants how to make seared hamachi,
and executive sous chef Alan Chang
who will lead a demonstration on
how to prepare ricotta gnocchi. A
sophisticated three-course lunch and
summer cocktails will follow the
demonstrations. The event begins at
11 a.m. on the outdoor terrace. Space
is limited and starts at $95 per person. Reservations can be made at
opentable.com/booking/experiencesavailability?rid=350623
&restref=350623&experienceId=95
939. Jean Georges Beverly Hills at
Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills, 9850
Wilshire Blvd., (310)860-6700.

BOA Steakhouse

O

n Aug. 16 and 17, explore the
Best of O’Shaughnessy

The Grove offers fine dining for all
Whether looking to make a great
first impression or looking for a
romantic night out with that special
someone, The Grove invites
Angelinos to discover several of the
top places for dining, drinking and
entertainment in Los Angeles.
Delicious plates and meals can be
found throughout The Grove, from

Mexican infused authentic tacos to
freshly made pasta. Alma at The
Grove offers various authentic
Mexican cuisines made with fresh
produce and ingredients. Sit back
and relax with your date as you
both enjoy flavorful Mexican
inspired dishes.
Enjoy some sushi at Blue Ribbon

Mini Pies!

Perfect for
1 or 2!

Now Open Mon.-Thurs. 6:30am -7:30pm
Fri. Sat. & Sun. Open til 8:30pm

• strawberry
cream
• chocolate
cream
• cherry
• peach
• lemon
any flavor with
pre-order!

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447
frances@dupars-psr.com

Winery with a thoughtfully paired
six-course tasting menu at both
BOA Sunset and BOA Santa
Monica. Executive chef Dana
Dare and wine director Guy
Sandin have curated a one-of-akind VIP dinner experience that is
paired with some of the best of
O’Shaughnessy wines. Menu
includes items may include scallop crudo, Chilean sea bass,
Australian Wagyu tartare, seared
duck breast, braised short rib and
a special dessert. Dinner begins at
6:30 p.m. and is $200 per person.
Reservations are required. The
BOA Sunset dinner is on Aug. 16
and BOA Santa Monica is on
Aug. 17. boasteak.com/wine.
9200 Sunset Blvd., (310)2782050.
Sushi Bar and Grill. This restaurant
is a calm local hot spot and offers a
menu of fresh assorted sushi with a
wide-ranging cocktail menu.
Maggino’s Little Italy gives you
the chance to visit Italy. The popular
restaurant offers a warm and vibrant
atmosphere with delicate authentic
Italian cuisines and dishes.
For information, visit thegrovela.com. The Grove is located at
189 The Grove Dr.

photo courtesy of sweetgreen

Sweetgreen will be offering seasonal favorites all summer long.

New menu items at sweetgreen

A

few new summer menu items
have popped up at sweetgreen. Two seasonal favorites are
back, starting with the elote bowl
filled with roasted corn, peppers,
heirloom tomatoes, shredded cabbage, cilantro, goat cheese, spicy
sunflower seeds, tortilla chips,
warm quinoa, arugula and a pleasing lime, cilantro and jalapeño
vinaigrette. The Summer BBQ
salad is prepared with hot seasoned chicken, fresh juicy water-

melon and crunchy corn mixed
with kale, chopped romaine, raw
carrots,
shredded
cabbage,
cilantro and a creamy and light
Green Goddess Ranch dressing.
For side dishes, try the roasted
corn and peppers. Those ordering
on the sweetgreen app or website
can order the online exclusive
spicy cashew watermelon bowl.
These specials will be offered
through Oct. 12. 8055 W. 3rd St.,
(323)934-3404.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
July 30 and Aug. 6. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 9300 block of
Olympic at 1:30 p.m.

July 31

At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of S. Crescent.

At 3:29 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 200
block of N. Rodeo.

Aug. 1
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 9100 block of
Wilshire at 9 a.m.
At 10:43 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
300 block of N. Crescent.
A vandalism incident was reported
in the 300 block of S. Spalding at
noon.

Aug. 5
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9500 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1100 block of
Hillcrest at 8:57 p.m.
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of S. Doheny.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

At 12:20 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 300 block of S. Peck.

July 31

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 200 block of S.
Almont at 12:59 p.m.

At 1:36 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.

At 4:32 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported near the corner of
Gregory and La Cienega.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 9000 block of
Nemo at 3:50 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 300 block of N.
Rodeo at 5:19 p.m.

At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1100
block of N. La Brea.

At 5:53 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9600 block of Wilshire.

A suspect assaulted a victim during
a domestic violence incident in the
7900 block of Fountain at 5:07 p.m.

Aug. 2

Aug. 1

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 200 block of S. La
Cienega at 4:47 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
S. Doheny at 4:50 a.m.

At 7:17 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of N. Canon.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of N.
Rodeo at 10 a.m.
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1100
block of San Ysidro.
A vandalism incident was reported
in the 100 block of S. Palm at midnight.

Aug. 3
At noon, a vandalism incident was
reported near the corner of Santa
Monica and Camden.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 200 block of N.
Almont at 6 p.m.
At 6:38 p.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs in
the 8600 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Clifton
and Canon at 9 p.m.

At 5:13 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8500
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1200 block of N. La Brea
at 3:01 p.m.
At 5:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1000
block of N. Fairfax.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7100 block of Santa
Monica at 5:50 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6000 block of
Hollywood at noon.

At 8:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1200
block of N. La Brea.

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a theft in the 6000 block
of Sunset.

Aug. 5

Aug. 1

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 600 block of N.
Robertson at 12:04 a.m.

At 1:10 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 600
block of S. Fairfax.

At 1:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 800
block of Doheny.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6100 block of Romaine
at 4:05 a.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7500 block of Santa
Monica at 1:51 a.m.

At 7:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
100 block of S. Lucerne.

At 4:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7300
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 600 block of S.
Mansfield at 8:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 9200 block of
Sunset at 9 a.m.

At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5700
block of Hollywood.

At 3:47 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7300
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7900 block of Beverly at
9:40 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1100 block of N.
La Cienega at 6 p.m.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
100 block of S. Citrus.

Los Angeles Police
Department

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
N. La Brea at noon.

July 30

At 12:13 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim near the
corner of Sixth and Lorraine.

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6200 block
of De Longpre.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 8300 block of Third at
3:30 a.m.
At 5:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1800
block of N. Cahuenga.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
S. Detroit at 10 a.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1000
block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Third and
La Cienega at 7 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6600 block of Yucca.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of
Hollywood and Vine at 8:58 p.m.

Aug. 2

At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
100 block of S. Orange.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8300 block of
Sunset at 5 a.m.

July 31

At 8:35 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1200 block of Hayworth.

At 4:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 5800 block
of Harold.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of N.
Bronson at 1:15 p.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 200
block of N. Saint Andrews.

was reported near the corner of
Highland and Romaine.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1300 block of N.
Cahuenga at 4 p.m.
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1200
block of N. Seward.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 200 block of N.
Larchmont at 8:30 p.m.

Aug. 4
At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Gower and Yucca.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6600 block of Yucca
at 11 a.m.
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
1500 block of N. Wilcox.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
S. Sycamore at 5:30 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 800
block of S. Cloverdale.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 700 block of S.
Cochran at 10 p.m.

Aug. 5
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 200 block of
S. La Brea.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5500 block of
Melrose at 9:30 a.m.
At 10:07 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
600 block of S. June.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6100 block of
Sunset at 3 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Wilshire
and Saint Andrews at 2:15 p.m.

At 3:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1600 block
of N. La Brea.

At 3:25 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1500
block of N. Cahuenga.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Hollywood
and Ivar at 6:34 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 100 block of S.
Hudson at 3:30 p.m.

At 8:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of S. Formosa.

At 3:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Cahuenga and
Yucca.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Lexington
and Las Palmas at 10 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
100 block of S. Citrus.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1700 block of N.
McCadden at 10:15 p.m.

A robbery was reported in the 5800
block of Gregory at 11:30 p.m.

Aug. 6
At 6:54 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6700
block of Hollywood.

Aug. 2

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 800 block of N.
Vine at 8:10 a.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Sunset and
Cole at 2:30 a.m.

At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 900 block
of Vine.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 600 block of N. San
Vicente at 4:55 p.m.

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 500 block of N. Rossmore at
5:30 a.m.

At 2:08 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 6600
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6000 block of Eleanor
at 10:30 a.m.

At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1000
block of N. Laurel.

At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Sunset and Argyle.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 700 block of N. Martel
at 10:30 p.m.

At 3:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6300 block
of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1200 block of
Poinsettia at 9 p.m.

An aggravated assault was reported in the 16000 block of Vine at
9:30 a.m.

At 11:30 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 1200 block of N. Gower.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1100 block of N.
McCadden at 7 p.m.

Aug. 3

At 10:15 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft near
the corner of Selma and Wilcox.

Aug. 3

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 400
block of N. Orange.

At 9:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of N. Hamilton.

At 10:51 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
900 block of N. Hancock.

Aug. 4

Aug. 4

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 5000 block of Wilshire at
noon.

At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 400
block of N. Rexford.

At 3:39 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 600 block
of West Knoll.

At noon, an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 300
block of S. Mansfield.

At 5:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Fountain and Highland.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 500 block of N.
Highland at 3 a.m.
At 3:05 a.m., an attempted robbery

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7000 block of Franklin
at 10:25 p.m.
At 11:30 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
100 block of N. Formosa.
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Adventure awaits at Avant Garden Bistro

I walked into the enchanting
brick courtyard of the new Avant
Garden Bistro on Melrose Avenue
and immediately noticed a dining
patio teeming with flowers, lights
and greenery. I felt as if I had
stepped onto the set of “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream,” due
in part to the design by Overthrow
Hospitality’s Ravi DeRossi and his
friend, the acclaimed set designer
Andrew Nowling (“Euphoria,”
“Mulan”). DeRossi is a 2022 James
Beard nominee and founder of the
hip cocktail institution, Death &
Co.
Our server added to the magical
atmosphere with her style and
makeup transforming her into a
mythical sprite.
Everything is a pleasant surprise
at Avant Garden Bistro, including
Mixologist Sother Teague’s lowABV drinks. We started with one of
his vista sours and a Green City
drink. The vista sour is made with
Carpano Antica, lemon and blood
orange juice, a touch of vanilla and
crunchy and slightly bitter cacao
nibs. The cucumber ribbon strategically placed in the glass of the

Green City enticed me to sip the
cocktail of dry vermouth, cucumber
juice, lime juice, a pinch of saffron
and a top of dry white sparkling
wine.
When DeRossi approached me,
he shared about his early life in Los
Angeles.
“I used to live nearby about 30
years ago and was a busboy in the
restaurant in this exact space,” he
said. He later moved to New York
and was called a “New York stealth
bar owner and restaurateur” by the
New York Times.
DeRossi Avant Garde Bistro
opened this summer with high
anticipation, with eager bvegan diners awaiting to try the cuisine. A
tray of crunchy toast topped with
smooth English pea spread and
pickled hon shimeji was the first
dish passed around the patio. The
hon shi meji mushrooms are native
to East Asia and one of DeRossi’s
favorites, he said. They are
enhanced with tahini, chopped
basil, a sprinkling of white and
black sesame seeds and balsamic
vinegar.
DeRossi hired chef Sarah

By Jill Weinlein
Stearns, a Los Angeles native who
worked at the Avant Garden New
York location, to create some of the
menu items. This petite but mighty
force to tell her own story with the
vegan fare. Her beet toast with
cashew ricotta and wasabi peas and
a spinach and artichoke toast with
black truffle, crunchy jicama and
cashew is delicious. My favorite
dish was the eggplant toast with
delightful, pickled apricots, miso
See page 18

photo by Jill Weinlein

Chef Sarah Stearns expects guests to eat all of their carrots at Avant
Garden Bistro.

= Time To
“Feed Kids Early”
Dinner Specials
Mon.-Fri. 4-6 pm

Come in from 4-6 and pay the price on the
clock for your meal! (must purchase a beverage)

GRILLED SALMON TAPENADE

BEAT THE CLOCK HOTCAKE

Grilled Atlantic salmon served on creamed
spinach and creamy mashed potatoes

One Buttermilk Hotcake, one egg, choice of one turkey link or
bacon. Served with maple syrup and butter

ALMOND CHICKEN

GOURMET MEATLOAF

Breast of chicken dusted with flour and
almonds served with creamy mashed potatoes
and steamed broccoli

Choice chuck and pork ground together to create this old
time favorite! Topped with mushrooms and gravy. Served with
creamy mashed potatoes

SPAGHETTI AND MEATBALLS
Served with marinara sauce and meatballs

Offer not valid with any other discounts and promotions.
No substitutions. Beverage purchase required. Dine in only.
Subject to change without prior notice.

6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Now Open Mon.-Thurs.
6:30am -7:30pm
Fri. Sat. & Sun.
Open til 8:30pm

Follow Us!
@duparsfm
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and parsley. Her toast of cremini
mushrooms on a walnut puree, cut
red grapes and a little bit of calabrian chili for a touch of heat was
inspired.
The delicious artisan breads
Stearns uses are from CEOR bakery. They bake a bread known as
dark fire that is made with beets,
black garlic and black sesame, with
fresh milled black barley. It’s striking as it is shaped to resemble a
Hawaiian red ginger flower.
“It is exciting and humbling to
work with Ravi and the team on this
new concept. This is the first time I
have been given the opportunity to
lead a kitchen,” Stearns said. “I’ve
always been a sous chef and appreciate the opportunity to be the executive chef.”
Stearns said Avant Garden is different from other restaurants in Los
Angeles, especially vegan restaurants.
“While there are many vegan
spots in LA, I think we are creating
something really unique, an elegant
and special for Angelenos that will
become a destination for vegans
and non-vegans alike.”
Her shaved Brussels sprouts salad
arrived and it was packed with bold
sweet flavors from dried currants

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News
and crunchy textures from the roasted almonds. A turmeric goddessstyle dressing with earthy flavors
finished nad balanced the salad.
Master
sommelier
Brett
Zimmerman pairs vegan wine

“It is exciting
and humbling to
work with Ravi
and the team
on this
new concept.
Sarah Stearns

with Stearns’ dishes. Zimmerman
is an expert and has his own wine
shop in Boulder, Colorado. In
addition, Ramon Hung has
secured some great local and international beers.
Other enlightening dishes on the
menu were a plate of crispy sushi
rice rectangles that were topped
with creamy avocado puree and an
appealing carrot ginger dressing. In
the middle of the plate were four
slender and blistered finger-long
shishito peppers with a miso glaze.
About one out of every ten to 20
peppers is spicy, and the first one I

bit into was very hot.
Another favorite dish was the
bite size roasted carrots with a
crunchy pistachio chermula made
with cilantro, green onion, mint,
sherry vinegar and garlic with
chopped pistachios and a pinch of
salt. I also enjoyed a quarter flower
of scorched cauliflower that dazzled with a garlic white wine glaze
and was topped with crispy fried
capers, chopped calabrian chilis
and micro greens.
The final dish was a bed of crib and
green bean succotash topped with
smoked bok choy and served with a
sourdough fritter and purple sprouts.
A light soy and citrus butter drizzle
enhanced the wonderful flavors.
We finished with a refreshing
coconut mocha cake with fresh
pineapple chunks, dragonfruit and
chopped macadamia nuts sprinkled
on top. The berry jamaica and
sliced strawberries gave this dessert
a pop of red color.
Avant Garden Bistro is a magical
sanctuary in one of the prettiest dining patios in Los Angeles. The
menu will inspire you to eat all of
your vegetables and appreciate the
bold flavors in Chef Sarah’s vegan
delights. $$-$$$ 7469 Melrose
Ave., (323)433-4141.

Pickling contest held in Beverly Hills

More than 20 pickle fanatics
and pickling amateurs competed
in the annual Picklefest pickling
contest on Aug. 7 at the Beverly
Hills Farmers’ Market.
The city’s Community Services
Department partnered with the
legendary Beverly Hills deli Nate
‘n Al’s to bring the pickle-preserving event to the farmers’ market.
Nate ‘n Al's provided gift certificates for all the winners.
The first-place winners in the
two categories, “I Can Pickle That”
and “Best Dill Pickle in Beverly
Hills,” went to Rebecca Pynos and
Ron Sasiela, respectively. In addition, for “I Can Pickle That”, Alan
Bronowics was named secondplace winner, and Tina Warwick
received third place. Second and
third place winners for “Best Dill
Pickle in Beverly Hills” went to
Bryan Chabrow and Adam
Wetsman, respectively.
The panel of judges included
retired deputy fire chief Joseph
Matsch,
Councilman
John
Mirisch,
Human
Relations
Commissioner Laura Margo,
Councilwoman Sharona Nazarian

photo courtesy of Bevery Press

Beverly Hills Farmers’ Market is
spicing things up with their annual
Picklefest competition on Aug. 7.

and
Next
Beverly
Hills
Committee chair Tiffany David.
In addition to the curated pickle
contest, pickle-making arts and
crafts activities, face painting, pickle ball toss and pony rides and petting zoo kept the kids entertained.
Picklefest was featured in conjunction with the weekly farmers’
market.
For information about the farmers’ market and pickle recipes
from the first-place winners, visit
beverlyhills.org/farmersmarket.

WE’RE SMOKIN’!
August 15

weekends
on the
3rd St. lot
H Tri-Tip H Brisket H Ribs H Sausages
• Charcoal • Wood Chips • Variety of Spices • Sauces

At the Original Farmers Market • 6333 W. 3rd St. #350
(323) 938-5383 • huntingtonmeats.com

In the Original Farmers Market 3rd & Fairfax

Follow Us!

(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

@duparsfm
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‘Prey’ saves the long-dull ‘Predator’ film series

Hard truth: As cool as the
Predator design is, the monster’s
film appeal has long made it a
mediocre franchise, from a fullcringe sequel to two boring
“Alien.” So the idea of an origin
story felt like obligation, just another attempt to prevent IP from vanishing into the ether.
But Hulu’s “Prey,” a “Predator”
prequel set in the Comanche Nation
300 years ago, poaches from a
familiar action-horror premise to
create something remarkable. I
loathe the term “elevated” in reference to horror cinema; it’s a poor
euphemism to avoid the horror
genre’s lowbrow baggage.
“Prey” is merely horror at its
finest, what can go right when filmmakers take seriously what such

films can offer. That said, this one
doesn’t play like a typical final girl
horror story, introducing a helpless
woman who must find her strength
by the third act.
Instead,
Naru
(Amber
Midthunder) seeks out her own
prey as a rite of passage. Others in
the tribe might prefer she stick to
medicine, let the men hunt, but she
has none of that. At first, a local
mountain lion stirs up trouble, but
she witnesses something she can’t
explain.
Despite doubters, she embarks
alone to discern the truth. For anyone familiar with previous
“Predator” flicks, plenty of fanfavorite tropes grace the screen.
The oft-invisible antagonist kills a
few carnivorous species, takes their

photo courtesy of 21st Century Studios

Amber Midthunder gives a stand-out performance in “Prey.”

heads as trophies. It quietly
observes human and other surroundings like a voyeur until it
decides to attack any perceived
aggressors that can test its strength.
That we all know. What’s new,
however, is the setting. This is a
horror, sci-fi period piece featuring
an Indigenous action heroine. And
it’s been praised for its care for historical accuracy, thanks to sophomore feature director Dan
Trachtenberg (“10 Cloverfield
Lane”), the majority Native
American and First Nations cast,
and producer Jhane Myers, who is
Comanche and Blackfeet, as the
film’s primary authenticity adviser.
This is a perfect storm of attention to detail and expert film production. It all works, from performances to Predator design (save for
a few obvious CGI animals).
So is it better than the film that
gave us “Get to the choppa?”
Different films in different ages.
The original enjoyed that rockin’
score, the premise’s originality,
incredible suspense and all the rest.
Some things have, frankly, aged
poorly, like the weird ’80s fixation
with male hardbodies and plenty of
campy one-liners.
We accept them because of nostalgia, and that’s OK. But the passion, artistry and care found in

Schindler House offers haunting good time

The Schindler House Haunting, a
site-specific performance triptych by
jas lin 林思穎, commissioned by
homeLA as a part of the MAK Center's
centennial celebration “Schindler
House: 100 Years in the Making.” The
performances will take place on Aug.
26-27 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
In this haunting, lin builds on R.M.
Schindler’s “space architecture,”
which shattered notions of useful
domestic space partitioning interior
and exterior, self and other. By inviting the “domestic uncanny,” lin
mutates the Schindler House into a
haunted house where the values and
familiarities of the American nuclear
family home are turned inside out.
Fear of the ghost is fear of the other
– a gaze that turns marginalized bodies into ghosts. By embodying a fig-

ure of abjection, resistance and
revenge, lin collapses boundaries
between human and other, making
visible the repression and oppression
organized under dominant social
frameworks. The house becomes a
stage, and the haunting, a performance, transforming the Schindler
House into an in-between space with
no return to normality.
jas lin 林思穎 is a performance
artist and choreographer based on
Tongva Land. lin stages exorcisms
and tantrums for purging choreographies of the learned body and
shutting down internal and external
surveillance cameras that suggest
there is a proper way to move
through the world.
The event is open to the public
and free with RSVP. For informa-
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Naru (Amber Midthunder) faces danger straight on in “Prey,” a prequel in
the “Predator” series.

every frame of “Prey” casts the
entire franchise in a new, more
promising light. And Midthunder
(“Legion,”
“Roswell,
New
Mexico”) is an incredible choice to
lead this wild ride.
For Midthunder, a member of the
Fort Peck Sioux, leading a franchise film is groundbreaking on its
own. But it’s also telling as a Hulu
release, not a theatrical one. Studios
still seem scared of anything that
breaks the mold. Just ask the folks
at Warner Bros. who recently
shelved a “Batgirl” movie after
dropping $90 million on it.
That is the greatest tragedy here.
Hulu claims it’s a smash hit, but
doesn’t release any numbers (so
deal with that as you will). But if
this one actually premiered on the
big screen, given a bit more support
by 20th Century Studios and over-

lord Disney, it could’ve been even
more groundbreaking and profitable for the crew.
Streaming might boast ease of
access, but a film like this is a
pressing reminder that good ideas
are moving farther away from the
cineplex. Tragic big picture aside,
“Prey” is a rare victory on so many
fronts.
For a film like this to succeed –
we’re talking record streaming
numbers on Hulu (if true) and near
universal critical praise – it’s clear
the old rules need not apply. The
deal used to be that once a film
series passed three installments, it
was a hopeless cause. “Prey”
thwarts that expectation, proving a
fifth installment (seventh if you
count those wretched crossovers)
can bring true heart to a thrilling
tale.
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photo courtesy of Schindler House

A haunting performance will take
place at Schindler House in West
Hollywood on Aug. 26-27.

tion, visit makcenter.org/events?
tag= Centennial%20homeLA. The
Schindler House is located at 835 N.
Kings Rd.

We’ve Got Everything
to Make Your Summer a
SMASH!
Paper Goods • Decorations
Balloons • Banners • Centerpieces
Piñatas & MORE!
10% off all merchandise in the store
with this coupon!
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124
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Cedars honors Andrew Whitworth
The Cedars-Sinai Board of
Governors 50th Anniversary
Celebration honoring 2021 Walter
Payton NFL Man of the Year and
Los Angeles Rams Super Bowl LVI
Champion Andrew Whitworth was
held on Sunday, Aug. 7, at SoFi
Stadium in Inglewood.
“It was such a thrill to be back at
SoFi Stadium, and I am so honored

to have received the Visionary
Award from the board of governors,” Whitworth said after going
on stage.
The evening featured a familyfriendly football field experience by
the Los Angeles Rams followed by
dinner, an honoree presentation, a
live auction and a performance by
GRAMMY-nominated, multi-plat-
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Andrew Whitworth, left, was honored and musician Nick Jonas performed at the anniversary gala.

PATH completes inaugural academy
leadership development program
In order to develop the next generation of leaders in the housing and
homeless services sectors, People
Assisting the Homeless recently
completed the inaugural year of
PATH Academy. This one-year
leadership development program
incubates emerging leaders in our
organization through training, mentorship and professional development.
“Leadership development is an
imperative part of PATH’s strategic

growth strategy, and we are focused
on supporting our team members in
their personal and professional
advancement,” PATH CEO Jennifer
Hark Dietz said. “I was thoroughly
impressed with our first cohort of
PATH Academy, and I cherished the
opportunity to engage, in person,
with our emerging leaders from
across the state.”
The leadership development program will continue with a second
cohort in 2022-2023.

Geena Davis marks
‘League’ anniversary

photo courtesy of Cinespia

Geena Davis marks ‘A League of Their Own’ anniversary.

On Aug. 6, Cinespia held a special 30th anniversary screening of “A
League of Their Own” that featured a discussion with star Geena Davis and
the cast of the new upcoming Amazon series “A League of Their Own,”
including Abbi Jacobson, D’Arcy Carden and Chante Adams.

inum selling global superstar Nick
Jonas.
“Cedars-Sinai’s support is
unmatched and the care that they
give families and the support system. … It just means a lot to those
of us that have lived through some
challenging moments to know that
there are people who care and who
show up and do great work,” Jonas
said. “So, thank you to all of you,
appreciate it. When they asked me
to come play after being there for
three and a half months, you know
I said yes right away; this is the
least I can do.”
Sponsored by the Los Angeles
Rams and City National Bank, the
event celebrated the board of governors’ 50-year legacy of supporting
Cedars-Sinai’s clinical, research
and community outreach programs.
“Tonight’s event just shows the
commitment and dedication of the
board of governors to support
Cedars-Sinai’s mission, and we are
thrilled by the outpouring of generosity,” board chair David Sadkin
said.
The event grossed $2.2 million
with proceeds benefiting the Board
of Governors Innovation Center, a
new state-of-the-art collaboration
space that brings together
researchers and clinicians across
Cedars-Sinai to develop precise
early-detection protocols and therapies with the aim of improving
health outcomes for patients experiencing a variety of the most challenging diseases.
“We are so pleased to honor the
legacy of Cedars-Sinai’s Board of

Governors. For 50 years, this network of leaders has been instrumental to the growth, advancement and
continued innovation of care for the
benefit of all Cedars-Sinai patients,”
Cedars-Sinai president and CEO
Thomas M. Priselac said.
At the event, the Cedars-Sinai
Legend Award was given to former
and current board of governors
leadership for their service to
Cedars-Sinai and the 50 years of
medical advances made possible by
their dedication and leadership.
Honorees included past chairs

John Bendheim, John Coleman,
Maxine Dunitz, Ruth Dunn, Aaron
Eshman, Chet Firestein, Steve
Hitter, Rick Powell, Richard
Sinaiko, Leslie Spivak and Jeffrey
Tamkin, as well as current chair
Sadkin.
Richard Weitz served as the honorary event chair, with Liz Gottainer
and Danny Zoller serving as event
co-chairs.
To learn more about the Board of
Governors Innovation Center, contact
the
BOG
office
at
bog@cshs.org for more information.

Theatre 40 presents outdoor
play-readings at the Greystone
Theatre 40 and the city of
Beverly
Hills
Community
Services Department will present
free outdoor play-readings at The
Greystone Estate and Gardens.
Readings will be performed
outdoors in The Pool Area at the
west end of the upper parking lot.
The theater will feature a showing
of “The Half-Light” by Monica
Wood on Aug. 31 and Sept. 1.
Directed
by Ann
Hearn
Tobolowsky. A chance encounter
presents a tantalizing question for
a college secretary: Can anyone be
trained to see the dead? Her
dogged pursuit of an answer leads
to a far more earthbound challenge when a colleague is felled
by grief. Featuring Abigail
Stewart, Grinnell Morris, Jennifer
Davis and Ivy Khan.
Next will feature a showing of
“Doris and Ivy in the Home” by
Norm Foster on Sept. 7 and 8.

Directed by Jules Aaron. Retired
prison guard Doris Mooney has
just moved in to Paradise Village,
a retirement home in Canmore,
Alberta. She quickly befriends Ivy
Hoffbauer, a former world champion skier who's taken aback by
Doris's cheerful brashness.
Rounding out the trio is dapper
Arthur Beech who has designs on
Ivy. Love, gossip and sex behind
the compost heap, this is Foster at
his hilarious best. Featuring Ann
Hearn Tobolowsky, Melanie
MacQueen and David Hunt
Stafford.
The Greystone Estate and
Gardens is located at 905 Loma
Vista Drive.
Readings start at 5p.m. PDT. To
reserve your seats, call (310) 3643606.
Theatre 40 is Beverly Hills’ professional theatre company. For more
information, visit theatre40.org.
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Dodgers Foundation Run returns on Aug. 13
The 9th annual Los Angeles
Dodgers Foundation Run, presented by UCLA Health, returns to
Dodger Stadium with a special sunset edition on Saturday, Aug. 13.
The event will feature a 5K, 10K
and Kids Fun Run within the stadium property. This year’s run will
also feature a cooldown lap, Health
+ Wellness Expo and special
appearances from Dodgers alumni.
The events begin at 4 p.m. In keeping with LADF’s emphasis on
youth health and wellness, WSS
will be the youth-runner sponsor,
allowing 3,000 youth to participate
for free.
“We are grateful to our Dodger
fans for their continued support in
helping us address our city’s most
pressing problems,” said Nichol
Whiteman, CEO of the Los
Angeles Dodgers Foundation.
“Together, we can effectively
change the lives of Angelenos
across the city. By simply registering, participants are aiding us in

leveling the playing field and
investing in solutions driven by
the youth and communities we
serve.”
“Our sponsorship of the Los
Angeles Dodgers Foundation
Sunset Run has become a signature
event for UCLA Health, where we
deeply value community engagement,” UCLA Health president and
UCLA Hospital System CEO
Johnese Spisso said. “Our partnership with the Dodgers and the Los
Angeles Dodgers Foundation
serves as a powerful example of
how organizations can come
together in support of the common
goal of improving the health and
wellness of our community.”
In-person participants and spectators at Dodger Stadium will enjoy
sunset views of the Downtown
L.A. skyline and Centerfield Plaza.
Runners have several courses to
choose from this year featuring live
music and DJs.
UCLA Health returns as a pre-

senting sponsor and will be participating in the race and Health +
Wellness Expo. The Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power
and Levelwear are sponsoring the
event. Golden Road Brewing will
provide a beer garden for runners
21 and older.
Dodgers alumni will cheer on
and congratulate runners as they
cross the finish line. All registered
runners will receive a Dodgers ‘22
tech shirt, finisher’s medal, race
bib, access to the Health + Wellness
Expo and a limited-edition Mookie
Betts Run Bobblehead.
Registered runners can pick up
race packets on Friday, Aug. 12
from 1-7 p.m. in the Centerfield
Plaza, where the Health + Wellness
Expo will also be open. All runners
who show their race bib will also
get 20% off select merchandise at
the Dodger Team Store during race
weekend.
For information, and to register,
visit dodgers.com/run.

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Dodgers

Hundreds of runners are expected to participate in the 9th annual Los
Angeles Dodgers Foundation Run, which will be held at Dodger Stadium.

Remembering Vin Scully

The Sister Groundlings present ‘My Comedy, My Choice’
The Groundings Theatre presents an independent show by the
Sister Groundlings titled “My
Comedy, My Choice,” on Tuesday,
Aug. 16, from 8-9:30 p.m.
The Sister Groundings believe a
person should have the right to
choose, so the theater will present a
one night-only fundraising improv
show, with all proceeds being
donated to Planned Parenthood. A
party with drinks and food will be
held immediately after the performance.
“My Comedy, My Choice” is
produced by Alison Dunbar and
Emily Pendergrass. The show featured past and present Groundlings
cast members.
The Groundlings Theatre is
located at 7306 Melrose Ave. Proof
of vaccination and masks are
required to attend the event. For
information, visit groundlings.com
/shows/sister-groundling-fundraiser.

photo courtesy of the Groundlings Theatre

Audiences can attend the premiere of the improv show “My Comedy, My
Choice” on Tuesday, Aug. 16.

L.A. Women’s Theater Festival
presents ‘Empowerment Weekend’

The 9th annual Los Angeles
Women’s Theatre Festival will present
its
solo
performer
“Empowerment Weekend.” The
weekend will feature workshops and
panels tailored to empower and
enhance the careers of solo performers in particular, but is also an infor-

mative event to benefit all performers.
The virtual event will have educational programming from Aug.
12-14, including an interview with
LAWTF’s co-founder Adilah
Barnes.
To register, visit lawtf.org or call
(818)760-0408.

Art Deco virtual program
traces Bowl history

Summer 2022 marks the 100th
anniversary of the Hollywood
Bowl, and on Friday, Aug. 12, the
multi-media, virtual program
“Hollywood Bowl 100: The Art
Deco Years” will feature historians
Angie Schneider and Mary
Stanford. The pair will trace the origins of LA’s most beloved and
enduring concert venue.
Schneider and Stanford will also
discuss the women who championed the concept of an outdoor
amphitheater as a benefit to the
community, as well as the Art Deco
architecture that was built during
the Bowl’s first 25 years. They will
explore the diverse array of music,

dance and theater that graced the
Bowl’s stage during the Art Deco
era. Artifacts from Hollywood
Heritage’s archive will be displayed
and discussed, live from the museum – located across the street from
the Hollywood Bowl at 2100 N.
Highland Ave. The exhibit is currently on display at the museum.
For tickets to the virtual program,
visit prod1.agileticketing.net/websales/pages/info.aspx?evtinfo=345
288&fbclid=IwAR2scGt5zYZ3K4
9J-xpsnlLjDvb_URPTmQVvvvM
8h6htab8025MOURiqPzM.
Admission is $12 for non-members
and $8 for Art Deco Society of Los
Angeles members.

Representatives of the Los Angeles Dodgers including legendary
broadcaster Vin Scully, left, were shown in this photograph in the
Aug. 22, 1974, issue of the Park Labrea News at a luncheon in the
team’s honor held at the Los Angeles Furniture Mart. Longtime Park
La Brea resident Eddy S. Feldman, fifth from left, managing director
for the furniture mart, organized the event. Scully is shown with his
wife Sandra, Dodgers pitcher Don Sutton and wife Patty, Cyndy
Garvey and her husband, Dodgers first baseman Steve Garvey, and
Henry Brandler, president of the furniture mart. Honors and tributes
continue for Scully, who died on Aug. 2 at the age of 94. The Los
Angeles Dodgers honored Scully with a video tribute before the
team’s home game on Aug. 5 and flowers, photographs and mementos
have been placed near the entrance to Dodger Stadium at 1000 Vin
Scully Avenue.
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An homage to Uncle Bryan
Dr. Bryan L. Crow (1933-2022)

By Rance collins
When I was 22 years old, I
applied for a job as a tour guide at
Warner Bros. Studios. I was living
with my parents in Arkadelphia,
Arkansas, and working at a newspaper called the Daily Siftings
Herald, where I was assigned exciting stories about local chicken ordinances. I desperately wanted to be
in the place where magic and
movies happened, so when I filled
out my WB job application, I
neglected to mention I didn’t actu-

ally live in the Los Angeles area.
I got an interview. The only relatives I had in the area were my
Anaheim-based Great Uncle Bryan
and his family. They were the ones
we’d see at the occasional reunion,
but really were thought of as the
illusive “Californians.” I had only
met them a few times, but when I
needed a ride to and from the airport, a ride to and from the interview in Burbank and a place to stay,
Uncle Bryan and his wife, my Aunt
Wanda, stepped up. My grandmother’s little brother treated me like I

was his own grandson.
I got that job, and now, some 12
years later, I proudly call myself an
Angeleno. As I adjusted to life in
this overwhelming metropolis, my
Orange County family continued to
be a light, a support system and a
place to have Thanksgiving.
Dr. Bryan Leslie Crow was born
in Weatherford, Texas, on
September 15, 1933. After receiving a degree in psychology at
Hardin Simmons University, he
earned
a
master’s
from
Southwestern
Theological
Seminary. He was a pastor for nearly 50 years, ultimately founding
Euclid Street Baptist Church in
Anaheim in 1962. It was renamed
the Garden Church in the 1990s
when it relocated to Anaheim Hills.

For many years, he served as the
chaplain for the Anaheim Police
Department, and he was known in
the community as “Preacher
Crow.”
He died on July 31 at the age of
88. He leaves behind his wife of 68
years, as well as his two daughters,
Leslie Allen of Anaheim and Suzy
Cawthon of Santa Barbara, six
grandchildren and four greatgrandchildren.
He also leaves behind me, an
appreciative great nephew who
over a decade ago needed a hand
getting his life started, and now is
able to serve and prosper within his
own community because of the
kindness of a relative who proved
blood is indeed thicker than water.
Rest in peace, Uncle Bryan.

photo courtesy of Kathy Collins

Bryan Crow

‘Regeneration’ film series kicks off at Academy

This August, the Academy
Museum of Motion Pictures opens
the exhibition “Regeneration:
Black Cinema 1898–1971,” an indepth look at Black participation
and influence in American filmmaking, from the dawn of cinema
in the late 19th century to the civil
rights movements of the 1960s and
their aftermath into the early
1970s. The opening of the exhibition is complemented by
“Regeneration: An Introduction,”
a film series that highlights the

groundbreaking pioneers and films
explored in the galleries.
All screenings take place in the
Ted Mann Theater and the
David
Geffen
Theater.
“Regeneration: An Introduction”
kicks off with the world theatrical
premiere of a “lost” film newly
preserved by the Academy Film
Archive,
“Reform
School”
(1939), on Aug. 25 at 7:30 p.m.
Other highlights include screenings of “Stormy Weather” (1943),
“No Way Out” (1950) and “A

Diversity film festival set for WeHo
The Los Angeles Diversity Film
Festival will take place in West
Hollywood from Aug. 18-20. The
event will be held at the Actors
Company, located at 916 A N.
Formosa Ave.
The festival’s mission is to create a
space for filmmakers, actors and stories of diverse background to show-

case their voice without judgment or
insincere reflection. The festival’s
website lists the organization’s goal as
“to establish a true multicultural experience represented by the world’s
independent film community.”
The festival will highlight short
films. For information, ladff.com
/2022fest.

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Diversity Film Festival

Cast and crew discussions will be a part of the Los Angeles Diversity
Film Festival.

‘The Prom’ at the Ahmanson

The national tour of the 2019
Drama Desk Award winner for
Outstanding Musical “The Prom”
premiered at Center Theatre Group
/ Ahmanson Theatre Aug. 9 and will
run through Sept. 11.
This hit musical stars Kaden
Kearney (they/them) as Emma, a
high school student, banned from
the prom, Kalyn West as Alyssa
Greene, head of student council
with a secret, Courtney Balan as
Tony Award winner Dee Dee Allen,
Patrick Wetzel as Drama Desk
Award winner Barry Glickman,
Emily Borromeo as Angie
Dickinson, Broadway chorine, Bud
Weber as Trent Oliver, esteemed
Julliard graduate/cater waiter,

Sinclair Mitchell as Mr. Hawkins,
high school principal, Ashanti
J’Aria as Mrs. Greene, president of
the PTA and Shavey Brown as
Sheldon Saperstein, Broadway’s
press agent with a plan.
Tickets for “The Prom” are currently on sale and start at $35.
They are available through
CenterTheatreGroup.org, audience services at (213)972-4400 or
in person at the Center Theatre
Group Box Offices (at the
Ahmanson Theatre) at The Music
Center, 135 N. Grand Avenue.
Performances
run
Tuesday
through Friday at 8 p.m., Saturday
at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Sunday at
1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Raisin in the Sun” (1961). The
series will continue through Sept.
29.
Additional brand-new Academy
Film Archive-restorations will
screen throughout the run of the
exhibition. Select screenings
include introductions, Q&As,
and/or special guests. For information,
visit
academymuseum
.org/en/programs/series/
regeneration-an-introduction. The
Academy Museum is located at
6067 Wilshire Blvd.

photo by Theo Perkins

Kids work with police to create theater at the Fountain Theatre in the
“Walking the Beat” show.
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L.A. Children’s Chorus introduces new leadership
Los Angeles Children’s Chorus
has announced four board and
executive leadership appointments
for the start of the 2022-23 season.
Dete Meserve, an award-winning
film and television producer, bestselling author and LACC director
since early 2020, has been elected
as chair of the board of directors.
Meserve succeeds Kai Ryssdal,
host of public radio’s Marketplace
program, who has served as chair
since 2018 and led LACC through
the pandemic, ensuring organizational stability.
J. Andrew Bradford, a performing arts leader who has served as
interim executive director of LACC
since November 2020, has been
appointed to a five-year term as
executive
director.
Under
Bradford’s interim administrative
leadership, LACC returned to presenting in-person music education
and concert programming during

the 2021-22 season, following a
fully virtual 2020-21 season.
Tanvir Gopal, director of sales
operations for Cast & Crew, and
Tracey Mitchel-Lai, head of
finance for Biscuit Filmworks,
have also been appointed to the
board of directors.
“With Fernando and Andrew
now in place through the 2025-26
season and the chorus being ideally
positioned for future success, I am
delighted to hand the leadership
reins over to Dete,” Ryssdal said.
“Dete is a dynamic leader, entrepreneur and champion for the choral
music art form, and I cannot think
of a better person to guide LACC
forward in the coming years than
her.”
“It has been a joy serving LACC
alongside Kai for the last few
years,” Meserve added. “His leadership of LACC has been extraordinary, and I am honored to succeed

him as board chair. I am also grateful to have Andrew becoming our
executive director at the same time.
Andrew provided LACC with the
highest level of operational excellence during his tenure as interim
executive director, and the board
was unanimous in its determination
that he is the ideal administrative
leader for the organization.”
LACC’s 2022-23 season, under
the leadership of artistic director
Fernando Malvar-Ruiz, includes inperson choral music programs,
including self-produced winter and
spring concerts in December and
May, as well as appearances with
the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Los
Angeles Opera, and Pasadena
Symphony and POPS. LACC will
conclude its 37th season with a yet
to be announced 14-day international tour.
For information, visit lachildrenschorus.org.

Fountain Theatre brings cops and teens together

“Walking the Beat,” the Fountain
Theatre’s innovative communitybuilding program that sees cops and
teens working together to create theater, presents “Flicker.” Seven
teenagers from Hollywood High
School, Hawthorne High School and
Orthopaedic Hospital Medical High
School, with support from the Bresee
Youth Center, joined in a transformative group process with four officers
representing the Los Angeles School
and UCLA Police Departments to
generate ideas, stories and experiences over the course of nine weeks.
“Flicker” is a compilation of their
writings, conversations and improvisations – all exploring what it means
and takes to keep ourselves and our
communities safe.
Performances, with lighting
design by Alison Brummer, sound
design by Marc Antonio Pritchett
and video design by Adler Lefleur,
will take place on the Fountain
Theatre’s outdoor stage.
Now in its third year at the
Fountain, “Walking the Beat” utilizes performing arts as a vehicle
for youth empowerment and community building, providing lifechanging experiences for underserved youth and police officers.
Founded by the Elizabeth Youth
Theater Ensemble and led by exec-
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Kids work with police to create theater at the Fountain Theatre in the
“Walking the Beat” show.

utive and artistic director Theo
Perkins, this year's program provides students with opportunities to
work hands-on with program facilitator and director Angela Kariotis,
renowned artist Kristina Wong,
drama therapists Adam Stevens and
Danielle Levenas, and mindfulness
and yoga coach Tina LeMar.
“Walking the Beat” supporters
include Warner Media/AT&T,
Mary Jo and David Volk, L.A.
County Department of Probation,

Los Angeles Department of
Cultural Affairs, Allison Thomas.
the Phillips-Gerla family, East
Hollywood Neighborhood Council
and Deborah Irmas.
Performances will be held
Saturday, Aug. 13 at 8 p.m. and
Sunday, Aug. 14 at 8 p.m. at The
Fountain Theatre Outdoor Stage,
5060 Fountain Ave.
For
information
go
to
FountainTheatre.com or call (323)
663-1525.

photo courtesy of Los Angeles Children’s Chorus

Los Angeles Children’s Chorus is preparing to launch its 2022-23 season.

LACCD hosts enrollment fair
The Los Angeles Community
College District will host an
enrollment fair and open house at
all nine colleges from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 13.
All nine colleges will have education and career counselors,
enrollment assistants and financial aid experts to help students
in-person with applications,
enrollment options and explore
hundreds of degrees, certificates
and career options.
Each college will have key personnel available. If students have
already applied and have their
unique student ID number,
enrollment experts will be there
to help them develop a flexible
education schedule that meets
their needs and timelines for the
fall 2022 semester. All nine colleges offer a variety of on-cam-

pus, in-person classes as well as
online, remote instruction and
hybrid options.
In addition, the Los Angeles
College Promise program provides tuition-free education for all
new, full-time students for up to
two year. LACCD also has other
financial aid opportunities for
part-time students.
The LACCD colleges include
Los Angeles City College, East
Los Angeles College, Los
Angeles Harbor College, Los
Angeles Mission College, Los
Angeles Pierce College, Los
Angeles Southwest College, Los
Angeles
Trade-Technical
College, Los Angeles Valley
College and West Los Angeles
College.
For
information,
visit
laccd.edu.
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LAUSD superintendent lays out district’s future
Los Angeles Unified School
District Superintendent Alberto M.
Carvalho welcomed the Los
Angeles Unified community back
to school for the 2022-2023 school
year with his first opening of
schools address titled “Imagine the
Possibilities.”
The event was held in downtown
Los Angeles at the Microsoft
Theater in advance of school starting on Aug. 15.
During his address, Carvalho
spoke about the challenges facing
the district, as well as the possibilities that lie ahead.
“It’s no secret that Los Angeles
Unified has navigated difficult
years, some of which resulted from
the pandemic and some which
existed long before,” he said. “But
change is coming. Possibilities are
on the horizon.
“Most view reform at an institution like Los Angeles Unified as
necessarily protracted. Community
reform by nature does not have to
be protracted or slow, it can be
quick. And we will be making
changes and reforming the way Los
Angeles Unified conducts business
in a swift and unapologetic manner.
When a child is born in Los
Angeles, they deserve the best we
have to offer. Every single day, students enter our buildings and
deserve a world-class education
that prepares them for the world

that will be rather than the world
that was. Now is the time to change
and there may not be another
opportunity.”
Carvalho outlined the district’s
new strategic plan, unanimously
adopted by the board of education
for 2022-2026, and announced new
products and offerings to coincide
with each of the five pillars of the
plan. It represents critical areas the
district will focus on over the next
four years – academic excellence,
joy and wellness, engagement and
collaboration, operational effectiveness and investing in staff.
“The strategic plan is our guidepost, laying out exactly how we
will position Los Angeles Unified
as the premiere urban school district of choice,” Carvalho said.
“Our plan establishes a clear and
inspiring vision moving forward –
not only for the future of our district
over the next four years, but for the
future of all our students on their
journey forward as lifelong learners.”
Beginning in 2022-23, 360 new
universal transitional kindergarten
programs will open, providing new
seats for 16,800-19,000 four-yearolds.
Currently, 26 middle schools are
having Paxton/Patterson Career
Labs installed in their schools,
which will allow students to
explore numerous industry sectors

through hands-on experiences.
The National Education Equity
Lab will deliver and support actual
college credit-bearing courses from
the nation’s top universities in
teacher-led high school classrooms.
Nine district schools will participate with a total of 225 students.
The district will launch a comprehensive campaign with school
toolkits and other supports focused
on cultivating a school-wide culture of attendance; prevention and
intervention strategies; student,
family and community engagement; and building capacity.
Up to 20 projects to provide outdoor learning spaces with landscaping and greening will commence,
while removing relocatable classroom buildings that are no longer
needed.
Food services will offer new
menu items and add fresh options
starting Aug. 15 with fresh choices
introduced on an ongoing basis.
The LAUSD is partnering with
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles to
provide physical and mental health
services for students and families
through telehealth services.
All Kids Bike will provide a
complete class set of Strider balance bikes, teacher curriculum and
professional development for
kindergarten students and teachers,
as well as provide a bicycle fleet
class set and maintenance to estab-

Immaculate Heart welcomes freshmen
Immaculate Heart High School
welcomed 122 freshmen to its orientation program on Aug. 10 ahead
of the official start of high school
classes. Along with touring the
campus and receiving their laptops, members of the class of 2026
experienced their first lunch
together. Many donned green shirts
for the occasion to reflect the
freshman class color. In a similar
manner, Immaculate Heart Middle
School will welcome its newest
students today and will open its
classrooms Friday to launch a new
school year.
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Freshmen toured Immaculate Heart High School on Aug. 10.
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Los Angeles Unified School District Superintendent Alberto M. Carvalho
speaks at the Microsoft Theater.

lish afterschool bicycle clubs for
approximately 25 middle schools.
Further, the district has established a family academy to equip
families with the skills, information
and networking opportunities to

support students’ academic and
social-emotional success.
For a full list of initiatives, visit
achieve.lausd.net/cms/lib/CA01000
043/Centricity/Domain/4/New%20
Products%20Presentation.pdf.

Teachers encouraged to apply for
California Credit Union grants

California Credit Union is
encouraging teachers who have an
innovative class project idea to
apply for its biannual Teacher
Grant program.
The California Credit Union
grant program is open to full-time
teachers and credit union members
teaching in California who are
seeking to fund special learning
opportunities for students. The project should have clearly defined
learning objectives tied to students’
academic needs, display creativity
and benefit a significant number of
students. Ten $500 grants will be
awarded in late October.
“Over the last decade of providing teacher grants, we’ve seen

some amazing programs come to
life. We hope our local teachers
will make their dream project a
reality by applying for a fall
grant,” California Credit Union
president and CEO Steve
O’Connell said. “Our goal is to
provide a little extra support for
teachers who work so hard to
engage their students in innovative ways. We look forward to
reviewing this fall’s inspiring
applications.”
Since 2012, California Credit
Union has awarded $155,000 in
teacher grants. The application
deadline is Sept. 30.
For information and to apply,
visit ccu.com/teachergrant.
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TVC 2050 project draws criticism

Council recesses after disruption

From page 1

From page 1

would forever transform and overwhelm the community with traffic,
construction, trucking, parking
restrictions, pollution and health
and safety hazards. To accommodate the enormous scale and density
of the project, the developer seeks
to change the designation of the
property to a ‘Regional Center’ like
Century City and Downtown Los
Angeles. We encourage the community to learn more about this
project on our website at beverlyfairfaxcommunityalliance.org.”
The project will include
1,626,180 square feet of new development, the retention of approximately 247,820 square feet of existing area and the demolition of
495,860 square feet of existing
media production facilities, according to the EIR, which is available
for review online. The existing
main central building and façade on
the Television City campus, which
are designated as a city of Los
Angeles Historic-Cultural monument, will be preserved under the
plan, and new buildings will be
built elsewhere on the property,
according to the EIR.
Zach Sokoloff, senior vice president of Hackman Capital Partners,
said in a statement that the project
will be beneficial to the Los
Angeles community and the owner
has been transparent about details
of the project.
“In recent years, California has
lost nearly $8 billion in economic
activity, 28,000 jobs and over $350
million in revenue for state and
local budgets from film and television productions relocating to other
states due, in part, to an acute shortage of soundstages. In 2021,
Television City announced TVC
2050: The Los Angeles Studio
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Hackman Capital Partners will present the TVC 2050 project to the MidCity West Planning and Land Use Committee on Aug. 15.

Plan, a $1 billion-plus investment
to preserve its use as a studio and
modernize production facilities,
balancing economic growth, community input and historic preservation. This investment in Television
City will allow the studio to meet
the constantly evolving physical
and technological demands of the
entertainment industry, create thousands of new, good-paying jobs and
reaffirm the city’s status as the creative capital of the world. For years,
TVC 2050 has taken a proactive
and transparent approach working
with our neighbors, meeting and
engaging with hundreds of community members and ensuring project
details and visualizations were fully
disclosed and published in dozens
of regional and local media outlets,” Sokoloff said in the statement. “Our plan has earned broad

L.A. proposes oil drilling ban
The Los Angeles City Planning
Department on Aug. 9 released a
draft ordinance that would prohibit
new oil and gas extraction, phase
out existing extraction operations
and protect the public from the
range of risks and hazards associated with oil and gas extraction.
“Oil drilling has long been a part
of our past, but today, we’re sending a clear message: dirty energy
production has no future in Los
Angeles,” Mayor Eric Garcetti
said. “Earlier this year, I stood
alongside fellow elected officials,
activists and community leaders to
sign a directive to phase out oil and
gas drilling in the city, and today,
thanks to the tireless work of the
department of city planning and
city attorney’s office, we are one
step closer to getting toxic fumes
out of our frontline communities. I
welcome Angelenos to play a role
in shaping this ordinance and look
forward to signing this once-in-alifetime legislation.”
Rather than imposing setback
requirements, the ordinance goes
further, with the end result of phasing out all oil and gas extraction
activities in Los Angeles. The new
citywide approach responds to
mayoral and Los Angeles City
Council direction and builds upon
ongoing efforts by the department
to center issues of environmental
justice, equity and sustainability
through land use considerations.
“The stark realities of the past
have led us to face systemic injustice,” planning director Vince
Bertoni said. “Not only did we witness firsthand how the pandemic

impacted underinvested communities, but we were reminded of the
harsh consequences of climate
change. To truly lead in the field of
sustainability, we are putting an
end to oil extraction next to homes,
schools and child care centers.”
In Los Angeles, there are 26 oil
and gas fields and more than 5,000
oil and gas wells – some active,
others idle and some abandoned.
The planning department, along
with the city’s Office of Petroleum
and Natural Gas Administration
and Safety, Department of Building
and Safety and Fire Department,
are responsible for monitoring and
enforcement of existing drill sites
for the city.
“Today is the beginning of the
end of a nearly decade-long journey to better protect all Angelenos
from
toxic
oil
drilling,”
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District,
said.
“When
Councilmember [Mike] Bonin and
I introduced our motion in 2013 to
ban fracking in Los Angeles, we
didn’t know what we didn’t know.
The city hadn’t had a petroleum
administrator in place overseeing
oil and gas operations for decades –
so, we introduced legislation and
funded an office with qualified
staff. We hadn’t updated our
pipeline franchise agreements in
decades and were being severely
underpaid by the industry for using
our streets to convey their product.
And oil and gas drilling permits
were being rubber-stamped without any real oversight. We learned
from the environmental justice
groups who became known as the

support from residential and small
business neighbors, nonprofits,
community groups including the
Melrose BID, business entities
including the Los Angeles Area
Chamber of Commerce and Los
Angeles
County
Business
Federation, organized labor including the Los Angeles/Orange
Counties
Building
and
Construction Trades Council, and
the Los Angeles Conservancy. We
look forward to further review from
the Mid City West Neighborhood
Council Planning and Land Use
Committee.”
Hackman Capital Partners is
planning to present information on
the project at the Mid City West
Planning and Land Use Committee
on Aug. 15.
To participate via Zoom, visit
us02web.zoom.us/j/84194294834.
STAND-LA Coalition that fracking
wasn’t the full problem, neighborhood oil drilling was the real problem we needed to address to protect
the health and safety of Angelenos.
My colleagues and I introduced the
original motion to create a safety
buffer zone around drill sites in
2017, the staff reports from the
petroleum administrator came back
and the city attorney informed us
that declaring oil and gas a nonconforming land use and using an
amortization process as pioneered
locally by Culver City was the
smoothest path to protecting
Angelenos. My colleagues and I
took that path in our Energy,
Climate
Change
and
Environmental Justice Committee
and here we are today. I look forward to a full public engagement
process on the draft ordinance, I
look forward to approving it, and to
ensuring that oil and gas workers
have ongoing work in the decades
it will take to clean up all these
toxic sites.”
“This is a momentous step forward for Los Angeles and a clear
message we are sending to Big
Oil,” Councilman Mitch O’Farrell,
13th District, said. “We have a
moral imperative to ensure that all
Angelenos, especially those living
in underserved communities, have
the right to a safe neighborhood
and a healthy life.”
In the coming months, the planning department will facilitate public meetings with local stakeholders. Feedback collected at the hearings will inform the final ordinance
that the department will advance to
Los Angeles’s City Planning
Commission for a formal recommendation.

council chambers. The council
resumed its meeting at approximately 11:40 a.m. and approved
the ordinance, which prohibits sitting, sleeping or lying on a public
sidewalk within 500 yards of any
school or daycare center.
Council members were swift to
denounce the actions by the protesters. Martinez said it brought the
council one step closer to a situation like the Jan. 6 insurrection.
“I know we discuss very controversial issues here in City Council
and at times feedback can be very
contentious going back and forth.
This is why we have public comment,” Martinez said. “If you witnessed what just happened a couple of minutes ago where an individual jumped over the barriers and
charged toward elected officials,
endangering our staff and members
of the pubic, it is simply not acceptable. We cannot accept that as a
regular way to conduct yourself.
For those of us who have been here
a number of years, I’ve never witnessed anything like this.”
The council had been considering the ordinance for months and
voted on it at a meeting on July 26.
A second vote was needed because
the previous tally was not unanimous. Council members stressed
the intent of the ordinance is to protect parents and children.
“This is definitely not about
solving homelessness, it never was.
It’s about protecting children. I
went to public schools my whole
life. My parents both worked.
There were four of us and we
struggled, but my parents never
had to worry about us walking to
school. We have a very, very core
obligation to protect children, and
we are doing that while we [create]
more housing solutions and get
people under a roof and on a path
to wellness. We can and are doing
both,” said Council President Pro
Tempore Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District, said at the meeting.
“What happened in council
chambers on Tuesday was a failed
effort by delusional agitators to
prevent us from protecting Los
Angeles’ children, their families
and safe passages to school.
Tuesday’s vote won’t and isn’t
meant to end homelessness.

Rather, it’s one more tool in our
sensible, reasonable approach to
address the issue, one that balances
public safety and safe access to our
sidewalks with robust unarmed services, interim housing and permanent housing,” O’Farrell said on
Aug. 10.
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, supported the new ordinance and denounced the chaos
that erupted in council chambers.
“Homelessness is a complex
issue that demands a complex
response. [The] vote was not
intended to solve homelessness. It
was a vote to keep our public rights
of way free for students of all ages
to come and go from school safely.
We have heard from parents that
are driving two blocks to a parking
lot to drop their kids off to school,
or even a block just for their safety.
That’s not a circumstance we
should be in, and we have to take
some action,” Koretz said. “[The]
violent disruption in City Council
was nothing short of reprehensible.
City Hall is a place where all
Angelenos, no matter their point of
view, can come to be heard.
Unfortunately, a large group of
people bent on preventing the City
Council from carrying out its business became violent, threatening
members and our staff, and forcing
the City Council to recess our hearing.”
The ordinance prohibiting camping near school was approved on
an
11-3
vote,
with
Councilmembers Mike Bonin,
11th District, Marqueece HarrisDawson, 8th District, and Nithya
Raman, 4th District, casting opposing votes.
“I submit, as I have consistently,
that this issue is misguided energy,
and what we are going to do is
actually a lack of strategy and a
lack of tactics and … ultimately,
unthinkable,” Bonin said. “The fact
of the matter is, this is going to
make the problem worse, this is
going to disconnect people from
services, this is going to channel
our time and our money and our
energy into moving people around
instead of moving people inside. It
is actually harmful. I don’t think
the council has done it’s due diligence on this issue, at all.”

Rainy
Season
is here!
Call Now!

Full Serivce Residential and
Commercial Roofer
Locally owned & operated since 1925.
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts
• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood
(323)469-2981
www.supremerooﬁng.com
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State bill proves controversial in WeHo
From page 1
increase to public expense for
enforcement and emergency
response to collisions.
Meister said she worried about
spill over into the West Hollywood
community.
“In a small city like West
Hollywood, where our commercial
zones literally abut residential
neighborhoods, encouraging drinking until 4 a.m. is surely going to
have negative impacts on our residents,” Meister said. “As it is, we
get complaints about noise and
property crimes when bars let out at
2 a.m. If bars let out at 4 a.m., we’re
likely to see these issues worsen
and I’m concerned about crimes of
opportunity, such as muggings and
cell phone thefts, perpetrated upon
people leaving bars at such a late
hour.”
Shyne said she was concerned
about intoxicated individuals coming into West Hollywood after other
venues close at 2 a.m. in surrounding cities.
“I don’t believe West Hollywood
visitors would spill over to other
cities, but it does concern me that
once bars and clubs close in the city
of Los Angeles, people who are
already intoxicated would spill over
to our city creating potential safety
issues.”
West Hollywood Councilman
John D’Amico, meanwhile, who
supported the measure, said he
thought public officials in neighboring communities may not fully
understand the legislation or West
Hollywood’s position.
“This is about local control,”
D’Amico said. “The city has not
even begun the discussion of if, or
how, this might be implemented,
and our ‘big city, big brothers’ are

From page 1
weighing in on our decisions.
Better they focus on the problems
their Los Angeles constituents want
solved like homelessness or climate
change or affordable housing
instead of worrying about hypothetical future problems.”
West Hollywood Councilman
John Erickson expressed a similar
sentiment.
“The city of Los Angeles is not
included in the pilot program, so
this would not impact them,”
Erickson said. “However, this bill
has yet to be approved by the legislature or even signed by the governor, but it is the very definition of
local control. It is essentially letting
cities do two years, if not more, of
community outreach to determine
if and how they would like to do
this. And stating that bars would
just be open until 4 a.m. without
any type of guidance or rules put
into place is just mass hysteria
being inflicted upon by council
members who may or may not
understand the full impact or meaning of the bill.”
Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, meanwhile, felt like the bill was ignoring
the realities of the cities.
“SB 930 is another misguided
effort from Sacramento that will
jeopardize public health,” O’Farrell
said. “Ignoring years of historical
data, the Sacramento leaders
behind this initiative should leave
questions of safety to the people
and individuals who know their
communities best – residents and
their local, elected officials.”
The law was advanced by state
Sen. Scott Wiener (D-San
Francisco), who has brought simi-

lar bills before the legislature in
the past. Koretz said that Wiener
has successfully used similar tactics to get legislation through the
system.
“He passed SB 9 and 10 after
many years, although with a lot of
variations, trying to allow multistory buildings in single family
neighborhoods, with an effort
intentionally to ruin them, instead
of trying to build more housing on
commercial streets,” Koretz said.
“He kept trying and trying, and he
got it passed after years of failure.
And so, I think he just keeps trying, he hopes that one year opposition won’t mobilize as quickly.
And especially this year, he didn’t
start at the beginning so everyone
knew this was coming. He took a
housing bill, gutted and amended
it at the last second and is hoping
he can push it through.”
State Sen. Ben Allen (D-Santa
Monica), said that he is awaiting
the final language of the bill to
take a position.
“I am monitoring feedback from
key stakeholders and examining
relevant studies on driving safety
and closing times,” Allen said.
If the measure advances through
the Legislature, it would not take
effect until Jan. 1, 2025. Shyne
said if it does become law, the city
will have to take a look at how it
might be implemented.
“I think we need robust community outreach around this issue to
hear from all stakeholders and our
safety personnel to come up with
something that works for our city,”
Shyne said. “Perhaps we start
small at first, such as testing it out
for Pride weekend only, and see
how it works out.”

Feinstein praises federal Colorado River drought relief
U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein (DCalif.) on Aug. 7 applauded the
inclusion of $4 billion for drought
relief in the Inflation Reduction
Act.
The senator’s office worked
closely with the offices of several
Western senators to draft language
that will help drought-stricken
communities in the Colorado River
Basin.
The funding will help preserve
water deliveries from the Colorado
River, which supplies water for
700,000 acres of farmland and
more than 19 million residents in
the region. To maintain the water
resource in the face of climate
change, the state must proactively
reduce water usage to keep Lake
Mead above critical elevations,
Feinstein said.
In order to achieve the goal of
reducing Colorado River withdrawals, the bill provides temporary financial assistance to farmers
who voluntarily fallow their lands
as they adjust to reduced levels of
river flow. It also funds water conservation and efficiency projects to
keep more water in the river.
The efforts will help California
reach an agreement with all seven
Colorado River states on reducing
water use while preserving longterm access to Colorado River
water supplies, the senator said.
This will help all water users as
they adjust to drier conditions within the Colorado River Basin by
transitioning to more sustainable
water uses like water recycling;
stormwater capture and reuse;

Bosse program blossoms

desalination; more efficient use of
water by farmers; infrastructure
improvements; and increased water
conservation and urban water efficiency.
“As climate change continues to
stress our water resources, we must
do more to ensure we have enough
water to meet our state’s needs,”
Feinstein added. “The inclusion of
$4 billion in the reconciliation bill
to address the historic drought in
the West is critical for communities
throughout the region, particularly
in California.
“This language … will help
ensure that critical water deliveries
from the Colorado River continue
as the state expands sustainable
water practices like water recycling
and conservation. The bill will also
fund water infrastructure modernization projects as well as projects
to reduce harmful effects of drought
on rivers and inland water bodies
like the Salton Sea. This is just one
step to help fight this dangerous
drought, but it’s an important one.”
“This funding is critical to stabilize the Colorado River system and
accelerate projects at the Salton Sea
to protect public health and the
environment,”
Gov.
Gavin
Newsom said. “Thanks to our
California senators for working
with us on this priority and helping
to lead the charge on this essential
investment.”
The drought portion of the reconciliation bill will compensate water
users, including those in the agriculture sector, for voluntary reductions they make in water deliveries.

The provision will be particularly
beneficial to agricultural water
users within the Colorado River
basin (as well as potentially to others in areas such as the Sacramento
Valley, San Joaquin Valley and the
Klamath) who are suffering from
long-term drought and can reduce
water use in ways that have conservation, environmental and other
broader public benefits.
California currently receives 4.4
million-acre feet of water each year
from the Colorado River. If water
levels in Lake Mead fall below critical levels, significant reductions to
the state’s allocation will have to
occur. By compensating water
users, including farmers, for reducing their water usage, the bill will
help maintain the level of Lake
Mead, ensuring needed Colorado
River deliveries continue.
It will also fund conservation
projects to increase water levels in
the Colorado River system.
The bill includes investments in
urban and agricultural water use
efficiency projects. Urban projects
include substitutes for turf and lawn
replacement and installation of
drought-resilient
landscaping.
Agricultural projects include watersaving measures like canal lining
and leveling of drainage ditches.
In addition, it will mitigate the
harmful effects of drought by funding environmental restoration projects.
The restoration projects will
focus on river systems and inland
water bodies suffering from the
effects of drought.
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Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse, right, enjoyed a light-hearted moment
with resident Liz Benichou and her dog Astro on June 9.

Thus far, “Business with
Bosse” has been held at Tommy’s
Beverly Hills, Chaumont Bakery
and Chaumont Vegan, Flour
Shop, MÍRAME, Nerano and
Nua. MÍRAME general manager
Janette Han praised the effort.
“It’s great for her to do things in
the community,” Han said. “It was
a pleasure to have everyone here
and great to have our local guests
come visit and see the restaurant.”
During her previous terms as
mayor, Bosse organized “Walk
with the Mayor,” which had a
similar concept. Every Monday
morning, participants would meet
at City Hall and walk to a local
business.
However, the events were
somewhat restrictive, as they
were always held in the morning.
“Business with Bosse” events,
though, are held on different days
and at different times, enabling
more individuals to attend, the
mayor said.
“It really, I think, broadens the
ability for people to enjoy it and
come [when it fits] their schedule,” Bosse added. “It’s an hourand-a-half, so people can stay the
whole time or they can pop in.
The funny thing I’ve noticed with
‘Business with Bosse’ is that,
even though it’s at a set time …

people want to stay longer, which
tells me that they’re having a great
time and they’re loving the business.”
She said she has sought to promote local businesses even before
she became an elected official, as
it helps build community in the
city.
“You really get to meet your
neighbors and meet new faces,”
Bosse said. “Whether it’s the
mom and pop small business or a
larger business, you really get to
know the people that are there,
and it’s just another form of feeling that our city is an extended
family. This is something that has
been a passion of mine, bringing
community and businesses
together.”
Although many “Business with
Bosse” events have been held at
restaurants or coffee shops thus
far, the mayor hopes to expand the
initiative’s reach in the future. She
said businesses have reached out
about participating and scheduling future events is ongoing.
“We’re open to absolutely supporting all types of businesses in
our city,” Bosse added.
The next event will be held
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. on Aug. 16 at
Euro Caffe Beverly Hills, 427 N.
Canon Drive.

County releases COVID-19 update
Los Angeles County’s COVID-19
cases continue their recent decline,
while hospitalization and hospital
admissions appear to have
plateaued.
The county remained at the high
community level on the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
COVID-19 framework as of Aug. 5,
but the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health is
monitoring metrics that may move
the county to the medium community level.
Given declining cases and continued efforts to slow the spread, it is
possible for the county to quickly
move and remain in the medium
community level in the weeks
ahead. This is especially important
with schools opening soon.
Additionally, L.A. County reported declines in five of its early alert
signals: the percent of emergency
department visits that are COVIDrelated, the case rate in the lowest
income areas, the number of new
outbreaks opened per week in
skilled nursing facilities, the number
of new outbreaks opened per week
in settings for people experiencing
homelessness and the number of

worksite case clusters per week.
Getting vaccinated and boosted
remains a critical tool for staying as
safe as possible, especially when
transmission remains high. One
opportunity to increase vaccination
rates is the new Novavax vaccine
that was recently approved by the
FDA and is now available. The
Novavax vaccine is authorized for
use as a two-dose primary series for
adults 18 and older with the two
doses given three to eight weeks
apart.
For information, visit vaccinatelacounty.com.
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

Joel Rothman

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

Family Owned & Operated

323.240.5112

Since 1961

FOR RENT
Available August 15:
one bedroom unfurnished
apartment. Older building.
Miracle Mile district.
Laundry room out back.
1 parking space.
Most pets accepted.
Large enough for 3 people.
1/2 block north of Wilshire.
$1450/mo.
818-288-0291.
Leave msg including
contact # and name.

fortconstructionla.com

Ronen Handyman
Services

• Drywall Repair
• Plastering
• Interior & Exterior Painting
Stucco Repair

(818) 314-1650

email: ronencohen10@yahoo.com

HELP WANTED
Accountant for real estate
co. in LA. Mail resume to
Jerric Enterprises 1
56 N Poinsettia Pl
Los Angeles, CA 90036.

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY

We are fully
adjudicated in
the County of Los
Angeles, the
City of Los Angeles
and the
City of Beverly
Hills.
Send inquiries to
karen@beverlypress.com

ALAKAZAM
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Affordab
s
e
Pric

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

Ways to subscribe

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

• Plumbing • Electrical
• Roofing • Tile • Flooring
• Painting • A/C Repair
Carpentry • Drywall
• Windows • Decks
• Kitchen & Bath Specialist

Lic#465817 Bonded • Insured

WE PUBLISH
LEGAL NOTICES!

WEBSITE DESIGN

with our saturation program.

Serving the Westside for 32 years

(310)729-9612
(424)284-3314

UPHOLSTERY

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks

HONEST HANDYMAN
DOES IT ALL

General Contractors
Call Manny

LEGAL NOTICES

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

HANDYMAN

FORT CONSTRUCTION
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Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Woodworking tool
5. Unprepared speech
10. Org.
14. Soprano Gluck
15. Camera brand
16. “I ___ Song Go Out of My Heart”
17. Seine sights
18. Inside
19. Middle-eastern kingdom
20. Fantasy league activity
23. Snow fort
24. Stew morsel
25. Radio’s PBS
27. Marshal at Waterloo
28. Musical McEntire
32. Perk your ears
34. Recently
36. Youngsters
37. Elected candidate
41. Cry softly
42. Satellite radio
43. Engraving tool
46. ___ TT Roadster
47. Line up the shot
50. 20s dispenser
51. Unnamed litigant
53. Islamic spirit
55. Thinking in futures?
60. Purchase condition
61. Student getting one-on-one help
62. One-named supermodel
63. Eat like a bird

64. Clear the blackboard
65. Partnership for Peace grp.
66. Football play
67. Monies owed
68. Hidden valley
Down
1. Cereal fruit
2. Contend
3. Rotten
4. Leisurely walk
5. Landed (on)
6. Plead innocent to
7. Prefix with type
8. Freeze over
9. Keg
10. Burn balm
11. Linguistic
12. Flee in a head-long rush
13. One of the Bobbsey Twins
21. Gree kisland
22. ___ chi (martial art form)
26. IV league?
29. Pipe bend
30. Pastoral sounds
31. Sklylit areas
33. Mountain runners
34. Vectra maker
35. Silk color
37. Set sail
38. Two times a Los Angeles event
39. Went underground
40. Fortune telling board

41. Good works ad
44. He was famous for spoon bending
45. Blackened
47. Creature
48. Hereditary
49. Darling!
52. Habituate
54. Verifying who the customer is
56. Sounds of disapproval
57. More than a twinge

58. Dry run
59. Roger of “Cheers”
60. Software program, briefly
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