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WeHo approves sheriff cuts State prepares for Roe reversal fallout
n City to increase Block-by-Block ambassadors
By rance collins
The West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station will be reduced by five
deputies in the next year, although
the city’s reserve funds will also
facilitate a new, nightlife-focused
deputy. Additionally, the city
approved a $900,000 increase in
funding for supplemental patrols
and the number of unarmed Block
by Block ambassadors will be
increased.
The West Hollywood City
Council approved the changes in a
3-2 decision on June 27 as part of
the two-year operating budget and
capital work plan.
“The budget process is complete,” Councilman John D’Amico
said, calling the decision “a net

increase in safety services.”
Currently, the total number of
deputies at the West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station is approximately
60.
“The City Council approved a
two-year agreement for services
with Block by Block,” said Andi
Lovano, community and legislative
affairs manager for the city of West
Hollywood. “The agreement
includes a regular deployment of
[36] full time ambassadors, plus six
additional ambassadors at kiosks
and foot patrols and [13] full time
ambassadors as fixed-post security
guards at the city’s facilities.”
Councilman John Erickson and
Mayor Lauren Meister voted no on
the budget, with Meister citing
See WeHo page 31

Project could revitalize
Saks Fifth Avenue store
n 9600 Wilshire

would span two
blocks in Beverly Hills
By aaron Blevins
HBC
Properties
and
Investments on June 24
announced a five-year plan to
redevelop the Saks Fifth Avenue
building, an adjacent one-story
building, a vacant retail location
and two surface parking lots at
9600 Wilshire Blvd.
According to a press release,
the project will result in the
restoration of the Saks Fifth
Avenue façade, the reuse of the
Barneys building, the construction of two office buildings, the
development of residential apartments, new commercial spaces

and underground parking garages.
Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce president and CEO
Todd Johnson said he had an
opportunity to preview the project
in New York four years ago, and it
has improved since then.
“It’s all for the better,” he said.
“I think the bottom line is, it’s
great. [The company’s] goal was
to extend Rodeo Drive west on
Wilshire, and I think the luxury
that they’re putting in and …
what they’re going to do with this
space, it makes sense for that section of town to have this type of
project.”
Johnson said it will require a
“fine balance” to make sure the
project is palatable for residents
south of the proposed construction area.
See Project page 31
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HBC Properties and Investments has proposed a five-year revitalization
project at 9600 Wilshire Blvd.

n L.A. County

positions itself as
sanctuary after decision
By rance collins
With the 5-4 reversal of the
landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade
Supreme Court decision, 26 states
have laws that have either gone
into effect or soon will go into
effect banning or severely limiting
access to abortion. California, by
contrast, is working to codify
abortion rights.
Brad Sears, the associate dean
of public interest law at the
University of California, Los
Angeles School of Law who
works with the school’s Center on
Reproductive Health, Law and
Policy, said an influx of women
visiting from out-of-state for
reproductive care is expected in
Los Angeles.
“As a result of last week’s opinion by the Supreme Court overruling Roe v. Wade, we estimate that
over 10,000 more people will
come to California each year for
abortion care, over 6,000 of whom
will come to Los Angeles
County,” Sears said. “Put differently, approximately 900 additional people will come to California
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At a rally on June 24, protestors held up their fists in solidarity against
the Supreme Court’s 5-4 decision to reverse Roe v. Wade.

each month for an abortion, 500 of
whom will come to Los Angeles
County. While people come to
L.A. from all over the country,
more will come from nearby
states, such as Arizona, Texas and
Utah. In addition, those who come
are more likely to be lower
income, be women of color and be
further along in their pregnancies
and/or have greater complications
related to reproductive health
care.”
“Women who live in states

across the nation that eliminate
women’s reproductive rights will
turn to California, and Los
Angeles, for help,” Los Angeles
City Attorney Mike Feuer said.
“We must step up, expanding clinic capacity and finding ways to
support women and girls who flee
states where abortion is illegal and
worry they can never return without confronting legal consequences.”
Los Angeles Councilwoman
See Roe page 30

Mental health series upcoming in BH
By aaron Blevins
When Lili Bosse began her second term as mayor of Beverly Hills,
she outlined one of her main goals:
to better address mental health for
residents.
The Mayor’s Mental Wellness
Series will begin with guest Dr.
Edith Eger, a Hungarian Holocaust
survivor who immigrated to the
U.S. and received a degree in psychology. Since then, she has written
several books and traveled the
world telling her story.
“She’s an author that [I started
reading] during the COVID times,
just to look for answers on how to
find light during some very dark
times,” Bosse said. “I had an opportunity to meet with her and spend
time with her, and she is a very
inspiring woman, as somebody
who survived Auschwitz, and [she]
really talks about courage and
resilience and choice – how when
we are faced with adversity, we
have a choice as to how we handle
it.”
She said Eger’s message is twofold: never give up and always look
for the sunshine behind the clouds.
Eger operates a clinical practice
in La Jolla, and she has appeared on
numerous TV shows, including
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Dr. Edith Eger will be the special guest at Mayor Lili Bosse’s mental
health wellness series event on July 15.

“The Oprah Winfrey Show.” She
was also featured in a Holocaust
documentary on Dutch National
Television.
In September, Beverly Hills will
once again welcome author Deepak
Chopra, who has long been an
advocate for alternative medicine,
such as meditation. He is the
founder of the Chopra Foundation,
a nonprofit organization that promotes research on well-being and
humanitarianism.

Bosse said the city has hosted
Chopra twice, and on one occasion,
he led more than 1,000 individuals
in meditation in front of City Hall.
“That was really incredible,” she
added. “Then, we had him again
during the holidays at Beverly
Canon Gardens Park, and that was
also completely full.”
Bosse said residents were grateful for the experience, especially
since so many suffered from isolaSee Series page 30
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Cinelounge

Cinelounge Sunset is holding a special
engagement of “Most Guys Are
Losers”
from
Friday, July 1,
through Thursday,
July
7.
Written
and
directed by Eric
Ustian, the film
stars
Andy
Buckley,
Mira
Sorvino, Michael Provost, Grace
Fulton, Keith David and Paul Sorvino.
Over Thanksgiving weekend in
Chicago, a college kid from California
seeks approval from his girlfriend’s
dad, a bar owner and author of a dating
book called “Most Guys Are Losers.”
Showtimes vary. See schedule for
times and dates of screenings. 6464
Sunset
Blvd.
(323)924-1644,
cineloungehollywood.com.

‘The Beautiful
People’

Rogue Machine presents “The
Beautiful People,” a production
running from Friday, July 1,
through Sunday, July 31, at the
Matrix Theatre. It’s the late 1990s
in the basement of an average home
somewhere in suburban America,
and two teenagers are staying up on
a school night chugging soda,
watching MTV and preparing for
the future. As the morning
approaches, their seemingly innocent sleepover reveals another purpose. What are they doing down
there? Showtimes are 8 p.m.,
Friday, Saturday and Monday; 3
p.m., Sunday. Tickets are $45. 7657
Melrose Ave. (855)585-5185,
roguemachinetheatre.net.

CALENDAR
Comedy at
the Improv

Enjoy side-splitting laughs during
“Tonight at the Improv” on Friday,
July 1, at 8 p.m. at the Hollywood
Improv. The lineup includes comedians
Ron
Funches,
Greg
Fitzsimmons, Dom Irrera, Adam
Ray, Ken Garr and more to be
announced. Doors open at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $25. 8162 Melrose Ave.
improv.com.

Andrea Miller

Enjoy a free, live musical performance by Andrea Miller on
Saturday, July 2, from noon-3 p.m.
at 8000 Sunset Strip S.C. Miller’s
sound has been described as soulful,
sensual, hypnotic and endearing. In
2021, she was one of the top five
finalists in the Sarah Vaughan
International
Jazz
Vocal
Competition. The performance will
be next to the first-level stairway in
the shopping center, located at
Sunset and Crescent Heights boulevards. 8000sunset.shopkimco.com.

Latin Sounds
at LACMA

The Latin Sounds series returns to the
Los Angeles County Museum of Art
on Saturday, July 2, at 7 p.m. with a
performance by the Echo Park Project
with special guest Ric Salinas, cofounder of the comedy group Culture
Clash. The Echo Park Project was
founded in 2006 by Brooklyn percussionist Carlo Lopez, who sought to
recreate the legendary salsa style of
New York City in Southern
California. The group performs original material and 1970s cover tunes.
The Latin Sounds series is presented
on Saturdays at 7 p.m. through Sept. 3
in Hancock Park, the open greenspace
at LACMA. 5905 Wilshire Blvd.
lacma.org.

Mountain Rangers. The concerts will
be followed by fireworks at the
Hollywood Bowl each night. Tickets
start at $30. 2301 N. Highland Ave.
hollywoodbowl.com.

Holocaust
survivor talk

Join Holocaust Museum L.A. for
“Shanghai Survivor Talk: Laurence
Tribe,” a virtual program on Thursday,
July 7, at 11 a.m. Born to Russian
Jewish refugees in Shanghai, China,
Harvard constitutional law professor
Laurence Tribe was less than 4 years
old when his father was liberated at a
Japanese prison camp by the U.S.
Military. Tribe will discuss how his
early life as the child of refugees in
war-torn Shanghai, persecuted because
of their identity, shaped his distinguished career. Admission is free but
reservations are required. 31418.blackbaudhosting.com/31418/ShanghaiSurvivor-Talk-Laurence-Tribe.

‘Mrs. Krishnan’s
Party’

BroadStage presents “Mrs. Krishnan’s
Party,” by Indian Ink Theatre
Company, running from Friday, July
8, through Sunday, July 24. Step into
the back room of Mrs. Krishnan’s
convenience store, where garlands
decorate the ceiling, music flows and
the owner throws a party like no other.
Food simmers on the stove and laughter abounds as strangers become
friends in a joyous celebration of life.
Showtimes vary; see schedule.
Tickets start at $65. 1310 11th St.,
Santa Monica. (310)434-3200, thebroadstage.org.

photo courtesy of photosforclass.com

Authorities are reminding the public that all personal fireworks are
illegal in Los Angeles and neighboring cities.

Authorities warn public about
dangers of illegal fireworks

Los Angeles City Attorney
Mike Feuer is urging the public
to leave fireworks to professionals on the Fourth of July weekend and is reminding people that
all fireworks are illegal in the
city of Los Angeles. Leading up
to the holiday weekend, Feuer
also detailed the numerous ways
his office is cracking down on
illegal fireworks in Los Angeles.
“The risk of devastating,
quickly spreading fires sparked
by fireworks is severe this year,
not to mention the ever present
threat of serious, life-altering
injuries. That’s why we’re starting early this year, cracking
down and urging Angelenos to

leave fireworks to the pros,”
Feuer said. “Besides everything
else, fireworks are especially
trauma-inducing for people we
love, like kids with autism spectrum disorders and combat veterans suffering from PTSD. And
they terrify our pets, too.”
Those who are found guilty of
using, selling, possessing or discharging fireworks face up to a
year in jail and a $1,000 fine.
For a list of professional fireworks shows, visit lacityattorney.org/fireworks. To file a complaint about fireworks, call
(877)275-5273, or visit complaint.lacity.org/complaint/fireworks.

Free Shakespeare
Festival

Independent Shakespeare Co. welcomes the return of the Griffith Park
Free Shakespeare Festival running
from Saturday, July 2, through
Sunday, Sept. 4, at the Dell in
Griffith Park, at the top of the Old
Zoo near the intersection of Crystal
Springs Drive and
Griffith
Park
Drive. The full
summer season
returns following
virtual programming in 2020 and
a shortened season in 2021. The
festival starts on July 2 with
“Knight of the Burning Pestle” by
Francis Beaumont, and continues
with “Macbeth” by Shakespeare
beginning on Aug. 6. Showtimes are
7 p.m., Wednesday through Sunday.
Registration is required; walk ups
will not be accommodated.
iscla.org.

Fourth of July at the
Hollywood Bowl

The July 4th Fireworks Spectacular
returns to the
Hollywood Bowl
with
Steve
Martin
and
Martin Short on
Saturday, July 2,
Sunday, July 3,
and Monday, July
4, at 7:30 p.m.
Conductor Thomas Wilkins and the
Los Angeles Philharmonic will perform a program of patriotic music
and favorites along with Martin and
Short, Jeff Babko and the Steep

FRIDAY, JULY 8
SATURDAY, JULY 9
AT 4:00 PM AND 8:00 PM
FINE ARTS THEATRE BEVERLY HILLS
PRESENTS A TWO-DAY EXCLUSIVE EXHIBITION PREMIERE
OF THE NEW 4K DIGTIAL RESTORATION OF
GEORGE STEVENS’ CLASSIC FILM
Friday, July 8th 8 pm screening will be preceded by panel discussion
Moderated by RANDY HABERKAMP, Sr. Vice President of Restoration
for the Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences with
DAPHNE DENTZ, Sr. Vice President of Emerging Formats,
Mastering & Content Acquisition for Warner Bros. and
GEORGE FELTENSTEIN, WarnerMedia Library Historian
Tickets are $15 for Adults 13 and older, and $13 for Children 12 and under.
The film is rated G and runs 193 minutes.
Tickets are available on the Fine Arts Beverly Hills at www.fineartstheatrebh.com and on the Fine Arts App
available on Google Play Store and the Apple App store, as
well as at www.fandango.com and www.atomtickets.com

8556 Wilshire Blvd.
Beverly Hills
www.fineartstheatrebh.com

Trailer:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IpXDY4G_ZKovU5fkRnO2I
pld6U6ImsyV/view?usp=drive_web
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Hunt-Coffey primed for new position
n BH city manager appointee ready for challenges
By AAron Blevins
The city of Beverly Hills will
undergo numerous changes in the
coming years, and its new city manager, who begins her position on
Jan. 1, is excited at the possibilities
and challenges those changes will
bring.
The Beverly Hills City Council
on June 21 selected assistant city
manager Nancy Hunt-Coffey to
succeed current city manager
George Chavez, who is retiring. In
the interim, she will learn from
Chavez and work to get her staff in
place.
“I’m so excited,” Hunt-Coffey
said. “I can’t even tell you how
excited I am and just honored the
council has that level of trust and
confidence in me. It’s amazing.”
Chavez will retire from the city at
the end of the year after 35 years of
service. Hunt-Coffey has worked
for the city since 2008, and she has
served as Chavez’s assistant city
manager since 2019. Hunt-Coffey
said he left big shoes to fill.
“It’s impossible to imagine this
organization without him here,” she
added. “He’s been here the whole
time I’ve been with the city. He’s
been the most amazing boss I’ve
ever had, because there’s no training program for stepping into this
role.”
Hunt-Coffey said she’s been able
to sit through “all kinds of meetings” with Chavez and take note of
how he operates. She said he has
opened doors for her throughout
her employment in Beverly Hills.

“I just can’t say enough good
things about George. … It’s so difficult because I’m excited about the
new position, but I’m really sad to
think that George won’t be here
every day,” Hunt-Coffey said, joking that Chavez is only a phone call
away. “Well, and I know where he
lives.”
Chavez will guide her through
the transition over the next six
months, however. Hunt-Coffey said
that guidance will be invaluable.
“I think [Beverly Hills] is a city
and community that really values
stability and … predictability,” she
added. “I think the next six months
will give us an opportunity to have
a super smooth transition, so there’s
no disruption or anything like that.”
Hunt-Coffey said appointing a
new assistant city manager to fill
her role is among the biggest tasks
moving forward.
“That’s going to take some time,
even if it’s somebody from inside
the organization,” she said. “It’s
going to take some time to get them
up to speed, and it causes a domino
effect because then you have to fill
their position. If you bring somebody in from the outside, they have
to really learn the community.”
In addition, the city of Beverly
Hills has a lot of large projects in
the works, perhaps most notably
Metro’s Purple Line Extension and
the One Beverly Hills development.
“There’s a lot of coordination and
integration that needs to take place
to prepare for all of those projects,”
Hunt-Coffey said. “For example,

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

Nancy Hunt-Coffey

we’re building a north portal for the
Metro at the Rodeo Station. That
would potentially have an impact
on the community. There’s a lot of
those pieces that are already set in
motion that need to be carried out.”
She also referenced the City
Council’s increased focus on public
safety in recent years.
“We have a number of safetyrelated initiatives that we’re rolling
out, and we’re going to keep rolling
out, both to catch people committing crimes but also try to prevent
crime,” Hunt-Coffey said.
Further, the city continues to
work closely with the Beverly Hills
Unified School District and assist
with its construction program, she
said. Hunt-Coffey mentioned the
Gale construction yard as well. The
city is working to determine what
will occupy that space when subway construction is completed.
“What are we going to build

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

Mayor hosts second ‘Live with Lili’
Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse hosted her second “Live with Lili”
event on Thursday, June 23, in the municipal gallery at City Hall.
The hour-long, semi-regular event gives city residents a chance to
ask questions and share their thoughts in a town hall-style environment
with Bosse.
For information and videos of prior events, visit beverlyhills.org/citymanager/mayorandcouncilmembers/livewithlili.
there? We probably want to have
some ride-sharing and drop-off
opportunities there,” Hunt-Coffey
said. “We’ve talked about wanting
to have a police substation there. …
We have to really get all of our
plans in place to get that station
operating successfully. That will
probably be a big first [step]. We’re
already working on some of that
stuff.”
Internally, she said she would
like to continue implementing some
operational changes, such as a new
training program the city invested
in for new employees.

“A lot of it is online training that
people can take from their desk or
anywhere there’s a connection, so
that we can make sure that people
are keeping their skills fresh,”
Hunt-Coffey added.
She will also be responsible for
managing employees in the city’s
nine departments, a task that
Chavez performed well.
“I don’t want to say it’s bittersweet, because that’s corny, but
there is an element of sadness that
comes along with being excited
about the new position,” HuntCoffey added.
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Police arrest suspect for
murders in Hollywood
n Alleged gunman is

located in San
Bernardino County

By Edwin folvEn
A 32-year-old suspect wanted
in connection with a double murder in Hollywood was arrested on
June 22 in the city of Hesperia.
Authorities with the LAPD/FBI
Fugitive Task Force had been
searching for Marvin Francell
Williams after he allegedly shot
and killed two people on June 16
in the 6100 block of Carlos
Avenue in Hollywood. On June
22, members of the task force
received
information
that
Williams was at a residence in
Hesperia, located in San
Bernardino County, and notified
authorities there about his whereabouts.
San Bernardino County authorities conducted surveillance at the
residence and waited for task
force members from Los Angeles
to arrive. At approximately 6:30
p.m., Williams exited the residence, got into a vehicle and drove

away, police
said. Authorities
pulled
him over and
took him into
custody without incident.
Williams was
turned over to
the LAPD/FBI Marvin Francell
Fugitive Task
Williams
Force
and
brought to Los Angeles, where he
was booked for murder and is
being held without bail.
Williams, of Compton, is
accused of murdering Nadia
Campbell, 35, and Ajani Patridge,
40. Police said Williams was in a
dating
relationship
with
Campbell, and they believe the
homicides were the result of
domestic violence.
Authorities did not divulge how
they determined Williams was at
the residence in Hesperia. The
homicides remain under investigation.
Anyone with further information is urged to call the LAPD’s
West Bureau Homicide Unit at
(213)382-9470.

Man sought for stealing watches from store
n Suspect smashed

glass case and stole
luxury timepieces
By Edwin folvEn

Wilshire Division detectives are
searching for a lone male suspect
who smashed a glass case and stole
four luxury watches on June 27 at
Double RL, a Ralph Lauren-brand
store at 8150 Melrose Ave.
The incident occurred around 6
p.m., said Lt. Gus Barrientos, with
the
Los
Angeles
Police
Department’s Wilshire Division. A
male suspect entered the store and
used a blunt object to smash a glass
counter, he said. The man stole
three Rolex watches and one
Omega watch with a combined
value
of
$55,000-$58,000,
Barrientos said. The suspect ran out
of the store and fled in a white
Mercedes SUV that was parked
nearby. No injuries were reported.
Barrientos said police recovered
security camera video inside the
store and are canvassing the neighborhood for other cameras that may
have captured footage of the suspect and vehicle. He said there have
been previous robberies targeting
people wearing luxury watches and

Suspect in custody for murder near Argyle and Selma

By Edwin folvEn

A man from La Puente is facing a
murder charge after he allegedly
shot and killed a male victim on
June 22 in Hollywood.
Officers from the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Hollywood
Division received a call around 7
p.m. about shots fired near Argyle
and Selma avenues. The suspect
allegedly fired multiple shots at the
victim, who was in a vehicle. The
victim attempted to drive away but
crashed into a parked car.

Officers found the victim
slumped behind the wheel of his
vehicle, suffering from a gunshot
wound. The man was taken to a hospital where he was pronounced
dead, police said. The Los Angeles
County Department of Medical
Examiner-Coroner identified the
victim as Antonio Washington, 30,
of Providence Village, Texas.
Detectives with the West Bureau
Homicide Unit investigated the case
and identified Mario David
Ramirez, 27, as the suspected gunman. Police secured an arrest war-

Defendant in City Hall bribery
case convicted of charges

Federal authorities announced
that a real estate developer and one
of his companies were found guilty
by a jury on June 27 of federal criminal charges for providing $500,000
in cash to then-Los Angeles City
Councilman José Huizar, 14th
District, and his special assistant.
The jury found the funds were given
to the councilman and his aide in
exchange for their help in resolving
a labor organization’s appeal of their
downtown Los Angeles development project.
Dae Yong Lee, also known as
David Lee, 57, of Bel Air, and 940
Hill LLC, a Lee-controlled company, were found guilty of one count
of honest services wire fraud, one
count of bribery and one count of
falsification of records in federal
investigations.
According to evidence presented
at trial, commercial real estate
developer Lee was the majority
owner of 940 Hill LLC and was
planning to build a mixed-use
development located at 940 S. Hill
St. in downtown Los Angeles.
In August 2016, after a labor organization filed an appeal that prevented the project from progressing
through the city’s approval process,
Lee called Justin Jangwoo Kim, a

fundraiser for Huizar, to request the
councilman’s help with the appeal. At
the time, Huizar was chairman of the
city’s Planning and Land Use
Management Committee.
In September 2016, George
Esparza, then Huizar’s special assistant, informed Kim that Huizar
would not help the 940 Hill project
for free and would require a financial
benefit, authorities said. In 2017, after
several months of bribe negotiations,
Lee provided $500,000 in cash to
Kim to deliver to Huizar and Esparza.
United States District Judge John
F. Walter scheduled a Sept. 19 sentencing hearing for Lee, who faces 50
years in federal prison. Lee’s company, 940 Hill LLC, faces a maximum
fine of $1.5 million.
Kim pleaded guilty in June 2020
to a federal bribery offense. Esparza
pleaded guilty in July 2020 to one
count of racketeering conspiracy.
Both men are cooperating with the
investigation and are scheduled to
be sentenced in September.
Huizar and former Los Angeles
Deputy Mayor Raymond Chan are
scheduled to go to trial on Feb. 21,
2023, on federal charges alleging
they conspired to violate the
Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt
Organizations Act.

rant and Ramirez was taken into
custody at approximately 7:55 p.m.
on June 23 in the city of La Puente.
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Police said the theft at the Double RL store at Melrose and Kilkea
avenues is not believed to be part of a larger trend.

jewelry in the Melrose area, but
there have been no recent trends of
smash and grab burglaries and
thefts. He encouraged store owners
to install and maintain security
cameras, which he called invaluable for solving crimes. Barrientos
added that extra patrols and other
resources are being deployed daily

to the Melrose area.
The suspect was described as
Black, approximately 6 feet tall and
200 pounds. Anyone with information is urged to call Wilshire
Division detectives at (213)9228205. During weekends and offhours, call the LAPD’s hotline at
(877)LAPD247.

West Bureau Homicide Unit
detectives declined to provide information about the motive, other than
the murder stemmed from a dispute.
Ramirez is being held on $2.03 million bail and is next expected to

appear in court on Aug 9.
Anyone with information is urged
to call detectives at (213)382-9470.
During weekends and off-hours,
call the LAPD’s hotline at
(877)LAPD247.
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CHLA presents Christmas in July book drive
n Event supports

literacy program for
hospital’s families
By AAron Blevins
The therapeutic benefits of reading are well-documented and are
especially evident in young children, which is why Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles is calling on
residents to support its reading
program, Literally Healing.
Throughout the month of July,
Barnes & Noble and other participating book stores will participate
in a book drive to benefit Literally
Healing, a program that distributes
approximately 65,000 books to
CHLA patients annually and is
funded solely on donations.
“It’s really neat, because it’s
such a unique program, and we
just have a wonderful opportunity
to connect with our families,”
Literally Healing program director
Kyle Horne said.
Although the book drive will
last all month, CHLA officials are
kicking off the drive with a
Christmas in July event, during
which Santa Claus will visit with
families at the Barnes & Noble
store at The Grove, on July 2.
Organizers will offer story time
on the trolley with Santa’s elves, as
well as an opportunity to meet
Santa and Mrs. Claus and take
photos. If participants mention
CHLA, a percentage of their purchase will go to the program.
Horne said Literally Healing,
which is composed of six staff
members and approximately 40

volunteers, gives free books to
patients and their families throughout their stay at CHLA. The program has existed for 17 years.
“When a kid is hospitalized,
your entire world is turned upside
down,” Horne said. “It’s really difficult to find normalcy, and it’s
really difficult to sometimes find
those moments of respite and
relaxation. … Books have been
proven – you read a book for six
minutes, and it can reduce your
stress levels quicker than going for
a walk, having a cup of tea, a
bunch of those relaxation methods.”
The program also helps patients
stay connected with “everything
that makes childhood special,” as
it helps children continue to learn,
grow and develop, he said. That is
especially helpful for CHLA
patients, many of whom stay longterm or return frequently, Horne
said.
“We want to make sure that,
even if the hospital is become a big
part of their life, they still have
access to books, that they still have
access to these resources,” he
added. “In my mind, it’s an opportunity to escape the four medical
walls that surround our families
and take them into this other universe, into this other world, and
kind of dive into a story and forget
about what they’re going through
for 10, 20 minutes, a couple hours
– however long it may be.”
Further, Horne said Los Angeles
has been termed a “book desert” –
in that there is a “huge divide” as
far as the number of books children in L.A. can access. That is

why CHLA allows patients to take
their books home with them, he
said.
“We have so many families that,
just by coming to the hospital,
they’re able to start the first
libraries that they’ve ever had,”
Horne added. “We’ve had families
come up and tell us that this is the
first book that their child has ever
owned.”
CHLA has its own reading
room, in which inpatient families
can choose from a wall of books
for all different ages. They also
offer comic books and magazines
and present “Stories Under the
Stars,” where patients have an
opportunity to read in a “time
machine” with “stars” sparkling on
the ceiling, Horne said.
“It’s really a space that is unique
and fun and engaging,” he said.
Horne referenced one patient
who did not want to engage with
staff – until one of CHLA’s “really
silly” volunteers approached the
patient and did a “horribly amazing” Scottish accent, which the
patient loved. The patient wanted
to hear more, but the volunteer
said he could only do accents from
a particular book if he had an
opportunity to read them.
“It was a pretty special moment
to realize that was something that
really just resonated and kind of
made the hospital experience fun,
and it wasn’t about the doctor or
the test or the other scary things
going on,” Horne added.
For some patients, the books
help them cope with difficult diagnoses, procedures and the overall
difficulty of staying in a hospital,

photo courtesy of Children’s Hospital Los Angeles

Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus will again make an appearance and read to
children during CHLA’s Christmas in July event on July 2.

he said. The “highly-specialized”
library can help patients and their
siblings come to terms with those
difficult emotions, Horne said.
“It can kind of break it down for
them in terms of what’s going on
or what’s happening at developmentally-appropriate levels,” he
said.
Horne said the program is “really beautiful,” especially because it
exists through the generosity of the
community.
“These books mean a lot to our
patients and our families and really
do help provide an opportunity to
escape the medical world that
they’re surrounded by and dive
into a story and kind of get lost
there,” he added.

Additional participating book
stores include Book Soup,
Chevalier’s Books, Children’s
Book World and Golden Age
Comics.
Chevalier’s Books store manager Katie Orphan said the company
is pleased to help CHLA patients
and families. Chevalier’s Books
has helped with other CHLA book
drives in the past, but not
Christmas in July.
“It’s a great opportunity for us to
help families that are going
through a difficult time while their
kids are in the hospital,” Orphan
said.
For information, including a full
list of participating stores, visit
chla.org/literally-healing.
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Project considered at Wilshire and Highland
By edwin folven
An eight-story housing project
that would replace a strip mall at
the northwest corner of Wilshire
Boulevard and Highland Avenue
was considered in a virtual meeting
on June 28 by the Greater Wilshire
Neighborhood Council’s Land Use
Committee, which voted to oppose
the project until representatives of
the developer meet again with
homeowners associations in the
surrounding community.
A majority of committee members stressed that additional meetings with the Hancock Park
Homeowners Association, La Brea
Hancock
Homeowners
Association, Sycamore Square
Neighborhood Association and the
Brookside
Homeowners
Association will be beneficial. The
committee decided to oppose the
project at this time pending further
meetings, but indicated that it may
be supportive if those meetings are
held and there are no outstanding
issues with the project.
Representatives of the Hancock
Park Homeowners Association and
La Brea Hancock Homeowners
Association said they plan to consider the project in July and will
report back to the committee. Eric
Shabsis, a spokesman for the developer, Pacific Springs LLC, said he
will also reach out to the other two
homeowners associations to see if
they have any further input.
Pacific Springs LLC, which
Shabsis said is a family-owned
company formed by the longtime
owners of the property, plans to
build a 242-unit apartment building

with approximately 10,000 square
feet of ground-floor retail space at
the corner, replacing a two-story
strip mall that has been at the site
for decades. Twenty-five of the
units will be designated as affordable housing. The developer also
plans to build a public greenspace
behind the building where parking
lots and one block-long Carling
Way are currently located. It would
remove the lots and Carling Way
and expand a greenspace that runs
behind other buildings two blocks
to the west, creating a three blocklong park area accessible to the
public.
Shabsis said he has been working
with
the
Hancock
Park
Homeowners Association and La
Brea Hancock Homeowners
Association for a year and half, and
the plan has always been to include
the community and address concerns before proceeding to the
neighborhood council and the Los
Angeles City Council. He said the
committee’s vote to oppose the project was frustrating, but the developer nonetheless will continue
working with homeowner groups.
“Nothing from our perspective
has changed. They asked us to go
back out to the neighborhood associations, which we absolutely will
do,” Shabsis said, adding that voting in opposition to the project
when the developer has worked in
good faith with the community
sends a mixed message about collaboration. “I don’t think it alters
the timeline for our project, but getting an opposition vote at the neighborhood council as a placeholder
really does not send a collaborative

message to developers.”
Members of the council stated
that they have had previous developers tell them they would meet
further with residents and never
did. The committee’s vote was
made in the spirit of sharing more
information among the neighborhoods, members said.
Cathy Roberts, president of the
La Brea Hancock Homeowners
Association, said her group met
with the developer multiple times,
including to discuss plans to block
traffic on Citrus Avenue, which borders the east side of the project. She
supports that part of the plan, which
will only allow motorists to access
the new housing and retail project
from Wilshire Boulevard. Barriers
that can be lowered to allow access
for emergency vehicles will be
placed just north of the project’s
entrances near Citrus Avenue and
Wilshire Boulevard. Motorists traveling to residences on Citrus
Avenue will only have access from
Sixth Street. Mansfield Avenue,
located one block west, has an
existing similar configuration
blocking traffic.
Roberts said concerns involve
potential noise coming from a
rooftop deck planned at the project.
Although the exact hours have not
been determined, representatives of
the developer said the rooftop
would be closed at night to limit
noise. Roberts added that the association also supports the developer
maintaining ownership of the park
and providing security, which is
part of the project plan.
Mark Alpers, co-chair of the
Hancock Park Homeowners
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A strip mall at Wilshire Boulevard and Highland Avenue may be replaced
by a housing development.

Association’s Land Use, Zoning
and Planning Committee, said the
developer’s representatives met
with the association on June 20 to
discuss the project. He cited concerns focusing on potential construction noise and issues pertaining to access for construction vehicles and equipment on Highland
Avenue.
“Highland and Wilshire is completely jammed. Accesses is very,
very limited because of a median
[in] the center of the street. So you
can only really even get through
there at one place, one location
which is extremely close to the
intersection,” Alpers said.
Kim Paperin, a representative of
Pacific Springs who attended the
virtual committee meeting on June
23, said the suggestions will be
taken under consideration. She also
outlined changes that have already
been made based on prior meetings
with the community. Paperin said

balconies on the north side of the
building were reconfigured so they
have less exposure to residences on
Citrus and Highland avenues. Per
the wishes of residents, a block wall
separating houses and the greenspace behind the project will
remain in place. Paperin said initial
studies determined there was
groundwater under some portions
of the property, so plans for subterranean parking was reconfigured
from three to two levels. The project will have 293 residential parking spaces and 30 spaces for commercial tenants, which is more than
the city requires for a project of its
size, Paperin said. A space on Citrus
Avenue for ride-hailing and delivery drivers to park will also be
included, per suggestions from the
community.
The 5001 Wilshire project is byright, meaning it does not require
significant zoning changes or variSee Housing page 30

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
DATE: Monday, July 18, 2022
TIME: 10:00 A.M. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard
LOCATION: Meeting will be held
via teleconference; details provided
below.
PROJECT
ADDRESS: 350 North Cañon Drive
(nearest cross street: Brighton Way)
The Hearing Officer of the City of Beverly Hills will hold a public hearing on Monday, July
18, 2022, beginning at 10:00 A.M. to consider the following:
A request for a Determination of Public Convenience or Necessity to allow
the sale of a full line of alcoholic beverages for off-site consumption pursuant
to a Type-21 Off-Sale General license with the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) within a new boutique liquor store/wine shop
associated with Caffe Roma at 350 North Cañon Drive. Pursuant to §23958.4
of the California Business and Professions Code, the City of Beverly Hills is
required to make a determination as to whether allowing the sale of alcohol
from the project site will serve the public convenience or necessity.
This project has been assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria contained in the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et
seq.), the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections 15000
et seq.), and the environmental regulations of the City. Upon review, the project appears to
qualify for a Class 1 Categorical Exemption (Existing Facilities) in accordance with the requirements of Section 15303 of the state CEQA Guidelines. Accordingly, the City will consider a recommendation to find the project exempt from the environmental review
requirements of CEQA.
How to Participate
In the interest of maintaining appropriate social distancing, members of the public can participate in, watch, or listen to the meeting through the following methods

Oral Comment / Listen Only: Call (833-548-0276) and enter meeting ID 844 6491
8768.
Video Comment: www.beverlyhills.org/hearings, enter passcode: 90210 when
prompted.
Written Comment: Email agomez@beverlyhills.org
Watch LIVE: BHTV Channel 10 on Spectrum Cable or
www.beverlyhills.org/watchlive
It is recommended that written public comments be submitted by 9:00 AM on the meeting
date. Public comments will also be taken during the meeting when the topic is being reviewed
by the Hearing Officer. Written comments should identify the Agenda Item number or topic
in the subject line of the email. In order to be read at the meeting, written comments will be
allowed with a maximum of 350 words, which corresponds to approximately three (3) minutes
of speaking time. If a comment is received after the agenda item is heard, it will not be a
part of the record. Any written comments received by end of the day on Friday, July 8, 2022
will be attached to the agenda report regarding this item. Any comments received after Friday,
July 8, 2022, but prior the public hearing, will be distributed to the Hearing Officer under
separate cover.
According to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge the City’s action in court,
you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City, either at or
prior to the public hearing. Please note that any comments received prior to or during the
public hearing will be considered as part of the public record.
If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Alvaro Gomez, AICP,
Associate Planner, in the Planning Division at (310) 285-1142, or by email at
agomez@beverlyhills.org. Copies of the project plans and associated application materials
are on file in the Community Development Department, and can be reviewed by contacting
the project planner listed above.
Sincerely,
Alvaro Gomez, AICP, Associate Planner

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Beverly Hills will make reasonable efforts to accommodate persons with disabilities. If you require special assistance, please
call (310) 285-2400 (voice) or (310) 285-6881 (TTY). Providing at least forty-eight (48) hours advance notice will help to ensure availability of services. City Hall, including the Council
Chamber and Room 280A, is wheelchair accessible. The City Hall Council Chamber and Room 280A are also equipped with audio equipment for the hearing impaired.
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Local, state laws called into question
after Supreme Court’s ruling on guns
By Rance collins
On June 23, the United States
Supreme Court issued a ruling that
overturned a centuries-old law in
New York that limited the right to
carry concealed guns. This decision
could affect laws nationwide,
including in Los Angeles.
“I've been devoted to keeping
communities safe from gun violence throughout my career. More
guns in more public spaces will
make us all less safe,” Los Angeles
City Attorney Mike Feuer said.
“Laws limiting the concealed carrying of firearms save lives. I will
fight like hell to ensure L.A. continues to place lawful limits on concealed weapons in our city.”
Mitch O’Farrell, Los Angeles
City Council President Pro
Tempore, 13th District, expressed
concern about what might happen
with gun safety regulations in
California and Los Angeles, stating
that many lawmakers are still seemingly beholden to the National Rifle
Association.
“[Los Angeles] gun safety legislation is really strong, as long as it
doesn’t get struck down by the
Supreme Court based on lawsuits,”
O’Farrell said. “The irony to me
after Orlando and the Pulse nightclub shooting, we took on the NRA.
They had to shut down their TV station. There was widespread corruption with NRA leadership, and then
they filed for bankruptcy. So, it’s
ironic to me that a leading gun
lobby at an all-time low still has all

of this power and sway. I think that
just means that the psychology at
play here is that not enough leaders
have the resolve to just keep up the
fight and stay psychologically
strong when you have an advantage
over a lobby that is at its weakest.
Instead of leaning in and being
more forceful and stronger with
gun safety legislation, you cave.”
Following the June 2016 Pulse
shooting, O’Farrell and other Los
Angeles leaders passed legislation
that required companies doing business with the city to disclose ties to
the NRA. That city law was later
ruled unconstitutional.
The 6-3 U.S. Supreme Court
decision comes on the heels of the
landmark passage of the Bipartisan
Safer Communities Act, which,
when signed by President Joe
Biden on June 25, became the first
major, national gun control legislation enacted in nearly 30 years.
Schiff said that he did not think this
new federal law would be struck
down, but local gun safety measures could be called into question.
“States like California that have
laws in place that require there to be
a showing to law enforcement
before getting a license to carry,
would likely be struck down under
this court decision,” U.S. Rep.
Adam Schiff (D-Burbank) said.
“Those laws are going to need to be
… rewritten so to make them more
narrowly tailored to avoid the court
ruling. And California is already
preparing to do that.”
This belief was echoed in a state-

ment from Sens. Dianne Feinstein
and Alex Padilla.
“California’s rigorous process for
acquiring a concealed carry permit
has helped save lives,” the statement read. “Given the U.S.
Supreme Court’s action, it is essential for the legislature to respond
swiftly and forcefully to replace
California’s concealed carry permitting regime. To that end, we are
pleased to see that the legislature,
the attorney general and the governor have diligently prepared for this
moment and are ready to advance
meaningful legislation as soon as
this week. Time is of the essence,
and revising California’s concealed
carry permitting regime is critical in
ensuring
protections
for
Californians from gun violence.”
“I would fully expect that a
requirement that people pass background checks, that they take safety
courses, that they not have different
kinds of convictions that would disqualify them, all of those things, I
think would not run afoul of this
court decision. But that doesn’t
mean it won’t be challenged anyway,” Schiff said.
O’Farrell said that, because of
the way in which the current
Supreme Court seems to read the
Second Amendment, drastic measures are necessary to handle
America’s gun problem.
“I think we need a new amendment,” O’Farrell said. “That’s what
it’s going to take. I think it’s going
to be up to the American people, if
we can muster the character collec-

Council approves plan for Peace and Healing Centers
The Los Angeles City Council
unanimously approved a plan on June
29 by the Civil + Human Rights and
Equity
Department to
launch Peace
and
Healing
Centers in nine communities across
the city of Los Angeles.
The program will partner with
community-based organizations to
create physical spaces focused on
environmental, social and economic
healing in historically marginalized
communities.

“The Peace and
Healing Centers are
needed now more
than ever, and will
provide Angelenos
with safe spaces to
learn, build
community and grow
stronger together.”
-Mayor Eric Garcetti

“Resilience is about so much more
than our capacity to recover from difficult times; it’s a core value that
guides everything we do in our city, a
core value embodied by Angelenos,”
said Mayor Eric Garcetti, who originated the idea as part of his L.A.
REPAIR initiative. “The Peace and
Healing Centers are needed now
more than ever, and will provide
Angelenos with safe spaces to learn,
build community and grow stronger
together.”
“For the last several years, the city
has been laser focused on addressing

the disparities we have seen come
from poverty and the toll it has taken
on our children, families and
seniors,” Councilman Curren Price
said. “While there is much work
ahead, Peace and Healing Centers
present an opportunity to elevate
communities like the one I represent
and will be of great importance to
continuing unification, empowerment and moving forward together.”
“The Los Angeles Peace and
Healing Center program will be a first
of its kind, providing physical spaces
for upward mobility, community
peacebuilding and breaking cycles of
violence,” said L.A. Civil Rights
Department executive cirector Capri
Maddox. “This proactive, community-based work is needed in Los
Angeles, and we are so grateful to
Mayor Garcetti for funding this in his
justice budget and to the City Council
for approving it today.”
Peace and Healing Centers will
bring together community-based
organizations, social workers, mental
health professionals and faith-based
organizations to create trusted, effective and consistent support systems in
underserved communities. Examples
of programming include intergenerational and interracial community dialogues, criminal record expungement
and employment programs for formerly incarcerated individuals, urban
agricultural workshops and financial
literacy programs.
The nine communities that will have
Peace and Healing Centers include
Arleta-Pacoima, Boyle Heights,
Mission Hills-Panorama City-North
Hills, Skid Row, South Los Angeles,
Southeast Los Angeles, West Adams Baldwin Village - Leimert Park,
Westlake and Wilmington-Harbor
Gateway. These are the same commu-

nities involved in the L.A. REPAIR
Participatory Budgeting program,
launched by the LA Civil Rights
department earlier this year.
These nine communities represent
50% of all Angelenos living below the
poverty line. Each community has a
population that is at least 87% people
of color and experience some of the
highest rates of poverty, unemployment and environmental pollution in
the city.
Community-based organizations
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Gun safety regulations in Los Angeles could face challenges in court
following a June 23 Supreme Court ruling.

tively across the United States and
pass some additional amendments
that make our country more livable
... so we’re not beholden to a
Supreme Court that was stacked by
a criminal president.”
While Schiff said a constitutional
amendment is unlikely, he
expressed hope that there may be
other measures lawmakers can
take.
“There’s a lot that we can do that
would be very meaningful, like an
assault weapons ban, like a ban on
extended ammunition clips, that I
would hope would survive even a
right-wing, extreme court like this
one. So, some of the most important steps that we can take would
still comply with this court decision. And a couple of the conservative justices expressed, even in that
opinion, a recognition that states
can pass, and Congress can pass,
certain laws that condition access to
selected for the Peace and Healing
Centers pilot program must have
worked in the community for at least
three years and be able to provide at
least 20 hours a week of open-door
access to residents. The Peace and
Healing Center program will enable
these organizations to host at least two
culturally-centered healing programs
each month.
Following the vote, the L.A. Civil
Rights Department will begin reaching
out to organizations in the nine communities, with the first Peace and
Healing Centers planned to open in late
fall.

Letters to the Editor
Ruth Williams was an
iconic member of the
WeHo community

Roxbury Drive home
should be preserved
as historic

Re “Legacy of city co-founder
lives on West Hollywood,” June
23 issue

Re” Roxbury Drive home to be
razed”

Thank you for recognizing
Ruth Williams, who spent her life
making West Hollywood a safer
place to live, work and visit.
She was a fierce advocate for
eastside residents, especially
older adults and the Russianspeaking community. Her dedication and hard work, as well as
her big smile and warm hugs,
will never be forgotten.
Rest in peace, Ruth.

If I’m not mistaken, I believe
[owner] Eric Baker was raised in
Beverly Hills, so he understands
what this house means to the
folks who live there.
When the house was built, it
epitomized luxury living, understated elegance, proud and
graceful quintessential Beverly
Hills. And now, Eric Baker
wants to erase all that?
Obviously hometown pride
doesn’t exist within Mr. Baker
and that’s a shame.

David Mason Eichman
member
West Hollywood Senior Advisory
Board

Michael Donaher
Anaheim, CA

firearms,” Schiff said. “I think we
continue to, in states like
California, pass common sense gun
safety measures. We’ll continue to
do it in Congress when we can get
a vote to get them through, knowing that they may be challenged,
but knowing that we will hopefully
be successful in those challenges.”
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Nurses call for better working conditions
By Edwin folvEn

n One-day strike

held amid labor
negotiations
Hundreds of nurses working at
Kaiser Permanente’s Los Angeles
Medical Center on Sunset
Boulevard and their supporters held
a one-day demonstration on June 23
to call attention to concerns about
staffing and patient care.
The nurses, who are members of
the
California
Nurses
Association/National
Nurses
United, claimed they must work
long hours and Kaiser Permanente
does not have enough ancillary staff
to support them. The nurses’ union
is currently involved in labor negotiations with Kaiser Permanente.
The CNA/NNU claims that nurses at the Los Angeles Medical
Center, 4867 W. Sunset Blvd., work
12.5-hour shifts and are frequently
unable to take lunch breaks because

there are no nurses to relieve them.
The availability of protective equipment is also insufficient, the nurses
claimed.
“In the last four months, we have
seen 50 nurses leave our hospital
due to the poor working conditions
that put patient care in jeopardy,”
said Tinny Abogado, a registered
nurse who has worked at the Los
Angeles Medical Center for 20
years. “I have spent two decades at
this hospital caring for this community. It pains me to see experienced
nurses leave our hospital.”
Kaiser Permanente disputed the
claims in a lengthy statement. The
hospital said the COVID-19 pandemic has caused an unprecedented
strain on the health care system.
“We are disappointed that the
California Nurses Association,
which represents approximately
1,200 nurses at our Los Angeles
Medical Center, is calling on our
nurses to walk away from their
patients’ bedsides. It is unfortunate
the union has chosen to attempt to

disrupt patient care and service as a
bargaining tactic, especially during
a pandemic,” the statement read.
“We continue to hire employees at a
rate that aligns with membership
growth and need, and to make significant investments to help increase
the number of individuals entering
the health care profession. We want
to reassure our members and
patients their care is our top priority.”
The hospital used temporary
nursing staff and trained management to fill-in for the nurses participating in the demonstration. After
the strike, the CNA/NNU issued a
statement that said the nurses, “continue to want to bargain in good
faith with Kaiser to improve patient
care.”
The hospital echoed that sentiment.
“Kaiser Permanente has a long
and productive history with organized labor. We’re proud to employ
– and have contracts with – over
160,000 valued union-represented

Webinar focuses on subway work in Beverly Hills
Learn about work on the Purple
Line Extension subway project during Metro’s next lunchtime webinar
on Wednesday, July 6, from noon-1
p.m. The webinar will focus on
construction in Beverly Hills. To

attend the meeting via Zoom, visit
zoom.us/j/96626476708 and use
the webinar ID: 966 2647 6708. To
view the meeting live, visit facebook.com/purplelineext. To listen
to the meeting, call (669)900-9128.
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Fire suppression systems are being installed in the subway tunnels and
stations as part of the safety measures on the Purple Line Extension
subway project.

Construction crews are working
at many locations along the subway
route from Wilshire/Western to
Westwood. At the eastern end,
crews are completing street surface
restoration near Wilshire/La Brea
and will next begin working on gutters and curbs from July 8-11. A
new work zone will be established
on the north side of Wilshire
Boulevard between Mansfield and
La Brea avenues and will be in
place for approximately four
months. Wilshire Boulevard will be
reduced to two lanes in each direction between Mansfield and La
Brea avenues.
At Wilshire/Fairfax, work on
appendage structures adjacent to
the future subway station is ongoing. Wilshire Boulevard will be
reduced to two lanes in each direction between San Diego Way and
Spaulding Avenue. A K-rail work
zone at the southwest corner of
Wilshire Boulevard and Fairfax
Avenue will be in place at least
through August.
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Nurses demonstrated outside Kaiser Permanente’s medical center in
Hollywood on June 23.

employees, more than any other
health care organization in the country,” the statement from Kaiser
Permanente read. “We look forward

to continued discussions at the bargaining table because it is the best
way to resolve differences and reach
a mutually beneficial agreement.”

Wilshire Boulevard has been
reduced to two lanes in each direction at La Jolla Avenue. Crews have
installed a K-rail enclosure on the
west side of the intersection to support underground work in the tunnels. The lane configuration is
anticipated to be in place for two
years.
Work is occurring 24 hours in
construction staging yards near
Wilshire/La Cienega. Wilshire
Boulevard may be intermittently
reduced to one or two lanes in each
direction on weekdays between San
Vicente and La Cienega boulevards. Left turns from Wilshire
Boulevard onto Gale Drive, and
Wilshire Boulevard to South Tower
Drive, are restricted.
Crews are also conducting
ground improvement work in
Beverly Hills near the future
Wilshire/Rodeo station. Work that
began on June 20 along Lasky
Drive and Charleville Boulevard is
anticipated to take 2-4 weeks. Work
hours are 8 a.m.-6 p.m., Monday
through Friday, but closures in the
area will remain in place 24 hours.
Utility installation is also occurring

along Wilshire Boulevard between
Dayton Way and Rexford Drive.
Crews are conducting utility
work at the future Century
City/Constellation subway station.
Southbound Avenue of the Stars
will be reduced to one lane in each
direction through September.
Constellation Boulevard will
remain accessible, but left turns
will be restricted from northbound
Avenue of the Stars onto westbound Constellation Boulevard.
Work is also occurring at many
locations on the third section of the
project in Westwood. On June 15,
twin tunneling machines passed the
Century City/Constellation station
on their way eastbound toward the
Wilshire/Rodeo station. Crews are
also conducting piling work
through July 29 in the center of
Wilshire Boulevard between
Veteran Avenue and Westwood
Boulevard.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.

Service expanded on bus routes Metro plans to place ambassadors on transit system
The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority has made service
changes to many bus lines to
provide riders with more frequent and reliable service.
Changes include more frequent service restored to the
busiest bus lines as Metro begins
the process of returning to prepandemic levels of service.
Additional bus operators have
been hired, and bus service will
continue to be expanded during
the coming months.
Riders can view the changes
by visiting metro.net/mybus.
New timetables will be available
on buses and at Metro Customer
Centers.
The upcoming changes
include a limited number of
route modifications related to
construction impacts. Metro
Line (130) will become Long
Beach Transit Route 141 as was
detailed in Metro’s NextGen Bus
Plan. Line 4, 30, 33, 70, 106,
154, 164, 165, 605 and 690, and

the L Line (Gold) Shuttle, will
have minor route modifications.
To ensure more buses arrive
on schedule, Metro revised
weekday and weekend service
schedules and adjusted them to
reflect current traffic levels. Line
720, which provides service on
Wilshire Boulevard between
Santa Monica and downtown
Los Angeles, is among the lines
to have adjusted schedules.
Eastbound 720 buses will run
every four to five minutes and
westbound buses will run every
three to five minutes during
weekday morning peak hours,
instead of every five to six minutes in each direction. Buses will
run every five minutes instead of
every six minutes during afternoon peak hours. Dozens of
other lines throughout the city
will also have adjusted schedules to improve service reliability.
For information and a complete list of adjusted schedules,
visit mybus.metro.net.

In a continuing effort to maintain a
safe, clean and reliable transit system,
the
Los
Angeles
County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority Board of Directors
approved a new Transit Ambassador
Pilot Program on June 24. The program will provide a dedicated staff of
diverse, specially trained individuals
to offer in-person support to Metro
bus and rail riders. Metro plans to
launch the new program this fall.
The pilot program will employ up
to 300 transit ambassadors from
diverse L.A. County communities
who will be specially trained in customer service and rail and bus safety.
Ambassadors will have a strong visible presence on the Metro system and
help customers find their bus or rail
line, purchase fares and navigate the
system. The program is an added
layer to Metro’s overall public safety
system, which includes security, law
enforcement, crisis response teams
and homeless outreach workers.
“This pilot program will be a winwin for our riders and employees
when it launches later this year,” said
Metro Board chair and Los Angeles

County Supervisor Hilda L. Solis, 1st
District. “Transit ambassadors on our
trains, buses and at key transit hubs
will help riders navigate our system,
assist them with fare payments and
quickly address their issues. They
will play a critical role in making our
system feel welcoming for all and in
bringing back ridership."
The Metro Transit Ambassador
Program is modeled after programs
in San Francisco and Philadelphia. It
was an initiative of the Customer
Experience Plan and received input
from the Public Safety Advisory
Committee.
The program aims to have ambassadors on the Metro system from 5
a.m.-9 p.m., Monday through Friday,
and from 8 a.m.- 8 p.m. on weekends
and during special events. The
ambassadors will wear special uniforms so riders easily identify them,
and will be equipped with cell
phones and radios to contact the
appropriate Metro staff for assistance.
Prior to being deployed, all transit
ambassadors must complete training
by Metro that will include cultural

and situational awareness, unconscious bias training, disability awareness, customer service and traumainformed response, as well as other
personal and public safety courses.
Ambassadors will be supplied under
contract for up to five years to Metro
by Strive Well-Being Inc. and RMI
International Inc. The total contract
value is estimated at $122.8 million.
“It is our top priority to improve
the customer experience – including
making sure our riders feel safe,”
Metro CEO Stephanie N. Wiggins
said. “In the coming months, we
expect customers will see a noticeable difference with our transit
ambassadors in place. Once they
deploy, transit ambassadors will greet
riders and help our customers have
positive interactions with our system.
Ambassadors will also work closely
with community-based crisis intervention teams and be able to call dedicated safety personnel when needed
quickly. Thank you to the Metro
Board of Directors for approving this
new program. I look forward to its
full deployment.”
For information, visit metro.net.
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State extends protections West Hollywood denounces Roe reversal
after Supreme Court ruling
On the heels of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade, Gov. Gavin
Newsom signed legislation on
June 24 to help protect patients
and providers in the state against
radical attempts by other states to
extend their anti-abortion laws
into California.
“With [the] Supreme Court
decision to endanger the health
and safety of millions of women
across the country, California must
do everything it can to protect the
fundamental rights of all women –
in
California
and
beyond,” Newsom said. “We
know that states like Missouri are
already targeting women seeking
abortions in states like California
where abortion remains legal. This
legislation seeks to protect women
and care providers from civil liability imposed by other states, and
sends a clear message that
California will continue to be a
safe haven for all women seeking
reproductive health care services
in our state.”
The governor signed AB 1666
by Assemblymember Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan (D-Orinda), which
seeks to protect those in California
from civil liability for providing,
aiding or receiving abortion care
in the state. The measure comes as
lawmakers in Missouri advance a
proposal to allow private citizens
to sue Missouri residents who
have an abortion out of state, as
well as their providers and anyone

who assists them in seeking an
abortion. Texas has enacted a sixweek ban on abortion with a private right of action enabling individuals to sue abortion providers
and others. U.S. Sen. Marco
Rubio (R-FL) has introduced a
federal bill to exclude employers
from receiving tax breaks if they
provide abortion access to their
employees.
Twenty-six states across the
nation, where 33.6 million women
live, have laws to ban or severely
restrict abortion. Twenty-two
states have enacted measures to
ban abortions: Alabama, Arizona,
Arkansas, Georgia, Idaho, Iowa,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan,
Mississippi, Missouri, North
Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South
Carolina,
South
Dakota,
Tennessee, Texas, Utah, West
Virginia,
Wisconsin
and
Wyoming. Four additional states
already restrict abortion and are
likely to have bans in effect soon:
Florida, Indiana, Montana and
Nebraska.
In response to the Supreme
Court’s decision, Newsom and
the governors of Oregon and
Washington launched a new
multi-state
commitment to
defend access to reproductive
health care and protect patients
and providers. Newsom has also
proposed
a
$125
million Reproductive Health
Package to expand access for
women.

The city of West Hollywood is
responding to the U.S. Supreme
Court decision ending constitutional protections for abortion that had
been in place nearly 50 years. The
decision by the court’s conservative majority overturns Roe v.
Wade and is expected to lead to
abortion bans in roughly half of
states.
The landmark U.S. Supreme
Court decision was issued in 1973
and legalized abortion in the
United States.
“Although I am not surprised, I
am terribly disappointed that SCOTUS would overturn a case that
was decided decades ago, by its
predecessors,” West Hollywood
Mayor Lauren Meister said.
“Instead of moving forward, the
Supreme Court has decided to go
back to a time when women were
second class citizens, without the
right to make personal choices
about their own healthcare, their
own bodies, or their own wellbeing. President Biden and
Congress must make the right to
choose the law of the land.
Otherwise, one by one, civil rights
will be taken away. The city of
West Hollywood must send a very
clear message to Washington DC:
an attack on women is an attack on
LGBTQ people, is an attack on
people of color, is an attack on the
Jewish community, is an attack on
all of us. We cannot be silent, and
we will not be silenced.”
“It’s clear to me that this version
of the U.S. Supreme Court is
untrustworthy, uninterested in history, and perhaps now, permanently broken. This is a strange and
scary time in America,” West
Hollywood Councilman John
D’Amico said.
“As the first declared pro-choice
city in America, West Hollywood
will continue to be at the heart of
that all-important work,” West
Hollywood
Councilwoman
Lindsey
Horvath
said.
“Generations of women have
fought tirelessly to prevent this day
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West Hollywood is formulating plans to help those affected under the
decision in Roe V. Wade.

from ever occurring. We cannot
allow this moment to be the endpoint of our liberation. Too much is
at stake and too much has already
been taken.”

“As the first
declared
pro-choice city
in America,
West Hollywood will
continue to be at the
heart of that
all-important work.”
-Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath

The city of West Hollywood
declared itself pro-choice in 1993.
Almost three decades later, West
Hollywood continues its efforts to
vigorously defend women’s reproductive rights and access to healthcare. The city has continually supported state and federal legislation
protecting and advancing women’s
reproductive rights and access to

health care.
The city of West Hollywood regularly monitors policies and proposals that impact its residents,
including women, LGBTQ residents, people with disabilities,
seniors, people of color and immigrants, among others, and the city
will continue to be a champion and
defender of health equity and
reproductive freedom.
In May 2019, the West
Hollywood City Council unanimously approved a resolution to
denounce anti-choice legislation in
Georgia and other states, such as
Alabama. With approval of that
resolution, West Hollywood
became the first city in the nation
to enact financial sanctions and act
against states that have passed
extreme anti-choice legislation.
In September 2021, the City
Council unanimously approved
a resolution denouncing the Texas
law banning most abortions after
six weeks of pregnancy, developing additional financial sanctions
until such time as the new law is
revoked, and declaring the city of
West Hollywood a safe harbor for
reproductive freedom.

LGBT Center rebukes decision on abortion

photo courtesy of the office of Gov. Gavin Newsom

Gov. Gavin Newsom and California leaders responded to the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade at a press conference on June 24.

Notable Quotes:
“Women’s rights are human rights.”
Hillary Rodham Clinton
1947 Speech at the United Nations conference on women
September 5, 1995

*source: United Nations, un.org

The Los Angeles LGBT Center
issued a strong rebuttal to the recent
Supreme Court reversal of Roe v.
Wade.
“This ruling would end 49 years
of access to reproductive healthcare
and critical protections for people
seeking an abortion,” incoming chief
executive officer Joe Hollendoner
said. “As the world’s largest provider
of services to the LGBTQ community, we know access to abortion is
basic healthcare for many members
of our community. Let there be no
mistake about this,” Hollendoner
said. “The decision puts federallysecured rights for LGBTQ people at
risk. If the Supreme Court can over-

turn established law like Roe v.
Wade, the reversal of marriage
equality and other rights could also
be reversed. We call on congress to
act to pass the Equality Act and federal legislation to make abortion
legal throughout the United States.”
With Roe v. Wade overturned, 26
states are likely to ban abortion, and
experts are estimating that California
could see a nearly 3,000% increase
of out-of-state patients seeking an
abortion, according to the LGBT
Center.
“Abortion access is queer liberation,” chief medical officer Dr.
Kaiyti Duffy said. “By reversing the
constitutional right to privacy and

disregarding bodily autonomy, no
aspect of our personal lives is safe
from the radical agenda of rightwing extremists. Furthermore, this
decision sets a dangerous precedent
for the degradation of rights of
LGBTQ Americans who have
fought long and hard for equality and
justice. Abortion is a medical procedure performed by trained health
care providers. Health and medical
decisions should be decided between
a licensed medical provider and their
patient. For the Supreme Court, with
little medical expertise, to decide
what services can be offered to a
patient is irresponsible and unethical.”

Prosecutors across nation denounce Roe reversal

In the wake of the Supreme
Court’s decision to overturn
Roe v. Wade, 83 elected prosecutors from around the nation committed to use their well-established discretion and refuse to prosecute those who seek, assist in or
provide abortions, calling the criminalization of abortion care “a
mockery of justice.”
These elected prosecutors – collectively representing nearly 87
million people from 28 states and
territories and the District of

Columbia, including nearly 27 million from 11 states where abortion
is now banned or likely to be
banned – argue in a joint statement
that using limited criminal justice
resources to prosecute personal
healthcare decisions runs counter to
their obligation to pursue justice
and promote public safety.
“This is a sad day in America,”
said Los Angeles County District
Attorney George Gascón, who is
one of the 83 elected prosecutors
who signed the pledge. “The

Supreme Court has told half the
population that it has no right to
bodily autonomy. One justice said
out loud that we should reconsider
even more rights, including the
right of everyone to love and marry
who they choose. I grieve for all
those women who have lost so
much today, and for all those people who live in fear that they will
lose more tomorrow.
Tor ead the full statement and list
of signatories, visit fairandjustprosecution.org.
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A little hero worship for the Fourth of July
No question that I admire old
things – classic songs you play at
midnight, accompanied by an amber
glass of Scotch, the kind that leads to
first-offense probation.
What are you doing the rest of
your life
North and South and
East and West of your life…
There are some projects we got
100% right: The Golden Gate
Bridge. The 911 Memorial.
Baseball. The French horn.
Add this smoky old song, “What
Are You Doing the Rest of Your
Life?” blending a plush melody
with genius lyrics (Michel Legrand
with Marilyn & Alan Bergman). I’m
obsessed with this sonnet/song. Pure
poetry. Perhaps the greatest song of
all time.
And when you stand before the
candles on a cake
Let me be the one to hear the
silent wish you make…
Play it at midnight with someone

by
Chris
Erskine
you love. Sure, a dog will do. Or a
glass of Scotch.
Just play it, OK? On the day she
was born, play it. On your parents’
anniversary, play it.
The best rendition of this masterpiece? Check out Laura Fygi, a
Dutch chanteuse you likely never
heard of (her mom was an Egyptian
belly dancer).
Fygi’s version, available on
YouTube, is better than Frank
Sinatra’s, or Barbra Streisand’s, and
even Sarah Vaughan’s.
All the nickels and the dimes of
your days
Let the reasons and the rhymes of
your days
All begin and end with me…

Beverly Hills celebrates the Fourth
To honor America’s birthday,
the city of Beverly Hills is lighting up red, white and blue in celebration of Independence Day.
“We live in the greatest city in
the greatest country in the world,”
Mayor Lili Bosse said. “We are
proud to show our patriotism and
invite residents and visitors to
capture a photo in front of City

Hall and share the hashtag
#BH4th.”
City Hall will be lit in Fourth of
July holiday colors from Friday,
July 1, through Tuesday, July 5.
The Beverly Hills Police
Department would also like to
remind the public that fireworks
are prohibited in the City of
Beverly Hills.

All indications to the contrary,
great work still matters. Decency
still matters. Taste still matters, amid
the sleaze and slime.
Want a creative career? Do
remarkable work with remarkable
words. Paul McCartney’s 80th birthday the other day honored all of that,
his life a tribute to real emotion and
remarkable words.
You know, certain times of the
day stir something inside us: dawn,
dusk, midnight. These soft pockets
of the day tend to be amazing
moments to read, exercise, listen to
great music, recite a dirty limerick.
There once was a man from
Madras…
I was telling Suzanne the other
day how lucky she was to have hunted me down the way she did. On a
whim, she came to one of my book
signings, then to a Happy Hour
Hike. Immediately, I sensed she
needed a sidekick with a gift for
dirty limericks.
Suzanne had never heard “What
Are You Doing the Rest of Your
Life?” or the ditty about the Man
from Madras. So my goal this summer is to fill in those cultural gaps, to
make her stay up with me till midnight listening to amazing songs that
have fallen out of favor.
To her credit, Suzanne doesn’t
detest this. Or maybe she just really
likes limericks.
Meanwhile, my other masterpiece
– Smartacus – is now back in the
nest. He marvels over how well I
have done with him away at college,
especially when I forget to switch off
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Something to cheer about for a change, a movie with heroes.

the oven after dinner.
“God, you’re lucky to be alive,”
my son said the other night over
burgers.
BTW, here are some of the things
my son Smartacus doesn’t yet know:
– the difference between sugar
and Splenda
– the difference between Julie
Roberts and George Clooney
– Up from down
– Hot from cold
– That Paul McCartney used to be
in a band
My son’s a masterpiece, sure, but
a masterpiece in the making.
Smartacus was also unaware of
“What Are You Doing the Rest of
Your Life?” See now what I’m up
against?
By the way, I’ve now seen “Top
Gun: Maverick” 57 times, the last
time with Smartacus at my side.
Obviously, I don’t just like old stuff.
I’m also into new stuff that resembles old stuff.
Heroism is vintage material that –
thanks to this movie – now looks
like new stuff.
Look, “Top Gun: Maverick” is

hardly perfection. The dialogue is
kinda limp and the only decent acting belongs to Cruise, Hamm,
Kilmer and Connelly – all the chestnuts. The young actors are mostly
duds – earnest and dull – as young
actors often are these days. Honestly,
can anyone explain Miles Teller?
The only young actor who
seemed like an actual Navy jock was
the kid who played Hangman, who
had a bit of breezy alpha cool, a Top
Gun trademark.
Yet, the movie is a mitzvah, perfectly plotted and brimming with
surprise. A good July Fourth flick to
see with your kid, or dad, or mom, or
a sidekick of any kind.
After all, Americans need new
things to cheer about.
“Dad, did you have to clap?”
Smartacus asks when it is over.
“Other people clapped, too,” I
explain.
“But you started it,” he says.
Because great work still matters.
Please email comments or questions
to
Letters@ChrisErskineLA.com.
Cheers!
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Pharmacists call for fair wages in West Hollywood Cedars stresses child vaccinations
Essential pharmacists came
together on June 27 and 28 with
grocery workers and community
supporters to alert customers about
safety issues pharmacists are facing
and ask for support in their contract
negotiations.
The groups gathered at Pavilions
in West Hollywood and Ralphs in
Long Beach, calling for Ralphs and
Albertsons/Vons/Pavilions to recognize their pharmacists’ sacrifices
and dedication with a fair contract.
After months of negotiations,
Ralphs
and
Albertsons/Vons/Pavilions have not
come to a contract agreement even
though the companies raked in billions in profits during the pandemic
and continue to do so, according to
union representatives.
“Pharmacists’ work is not only
helping patients get their medicine.
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, we’ve been giving vaccinations and testing in addition to
numerous clinical services such as
prescribing birth control, HIV Prep
and PEP, and travel health. We help
patients stay safe and survive in and
outside of this health crisis.
However, many pharmacists are at
a breaking point – we are overworked and undervalued,” said
Rabih Kanj, a West Hollywood
Pavilions pharmacist and bargaining committee member. “It’s time
for us to stand together for a fair
contract that will guarantee job
security, especially for those who
are part-time. We are essential to
the community and should be compensated accordingly.”
To ensure California’s pharmacy
patients continue to receive safe
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Pharmacists demonstrated outside of stores in West Hollywood and
Long Beach on July 27 and 28.

and quality health care, pharmacists
deserve a fair contract that provides
sufficient staffing, improves safety
and security for both workers and
patients, and offers a fair wage
increase for highly skilled pharmacists, according to union representatives.
“Throughout the pandemic pharmacists have shown up for our
patients and our communities,”
Ralphs pharmacist Kristen Merritt
said. “As essential workers, pharmacists have put themselves and
their families at risk to ensure
access to medication, provide
COVID-19 testing, administer vaccines and be an accessible resource
for information, oftentimes working long hours understaffed or
alone. Our most important job is

keeping our patients safe. We ask
for support as pharmacists stand
together to negotiate for a fair contract that ensures we have the
staffing we need to provide the
safest and best care for our patients
while also being able to provide for
our own well-being and that of our
families.”
Earlier this year, the United Food
and
Commercial
Workers
International Union went through
coordinated negotiation to secure a
historic new contract with Ralphs
and Albertsons/Vons/Pavilions that
provides higher wages, improved
health benefits, guaranteed hours
for part-time workers, improved
store safety and a secured pension
for more than 47,000 essential grocery workers in California.

For many families with young
children, the moment they have
been waiting for has finally
arrived: The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration has authorized
emergency use of two COVID-19
vaccines made by Moderna and
Pfizer-BioNTech for children 6
months to 4 years old.
In California, vaccinations can
be scheduled by visiting
MyTurn.ca.gov
The approval comes on the
heels of the news that COVID-19
is now the fifth-leading cause of
death in children 1 to 4 years old
and the fourth-leading cause of
death in children younger than 1,
according to researchers at CedarsSinai.
Dr. Priya Soni, MD, assistant
professor of pediatric infectious
disease at Cedars-Sinai Guerin
Children’s, said it was still important for children to get vaccinated.
“Although it’s true that many
children have already been
exposed to COVID-19, these vaccines help prevent children from
getting severely ill and from developing long-term complications
due to the virus, including death,”
she said. “This virus is far more
dangerous and unpredictable than
the flu. During the Omicron surge
in late December and January,
children 4 and under were hospitalized at five times the rate than
during the peak with the Delta
variant. Infection with earlier variants might not protect against current ones, and every four to six
months we are seeing a new variant emerge. This virus is clearly

not done impacting our children.”
Soni added that all healthy children should get vaccinated.
“Even if your child has zero
medical risk factors, complications
due to this virus can still occur and
are not ones that you would want
to take a chance with,” she said.
“As an infectious disease physician, I have taken care of many
children who were previously
completely healthy but developed
serious complications such as
severe lung infections, collapsed
lungs, new-onset seizure disorders, long-haul COVID or MIS-C
(multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children). Some children
have also developed post-COVID
complications like bacterial
meningitis. None of these children
were previously vaccinated. Now
they finally have the opportunity
to be protected like the rest of the
population, thus providing another
potential advantage to vaccination.”
Soni said that health care professionals know that children can
transmit the virus when they have
no major symptoms, and that
young kids exposed to COVID-19
in child care settings or by their
caregivers can then expose their
vulnerable grandparents or other
high-risk immunocompromised
people.
“COVID-19 vaccines have been
studied more than any other vaccine in history,” she said.
The Cedars-Sinai physician
added that parents should start
thinking of COVID-19 as a vaccine-preventable illness.
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Council takes bold action to address climate change Small business motions approved
Los Angeles City Councilmen
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, Paul
Krekorian, 2nd District and Paul
Koretz, 5th District, led the City
Council in two major votes on June
28 that will modernize the city’s
power grid for electrification.
“Los Angeles is leading the way
across the country, and showing
the world how to comprehensively
respond to the climate emergency,”
said O’Farrell, chair of the Energy,
Climate Change, Environmental
Justice and River Committee. “We
are sending another clear directive
to all city departments, and the city
at large, that the time to move away
from fossil fuels is now. The city of
Los Angeles is going to lead by
example – from the airport to every
park and library, to every city facility in between – and incentivize
others citywide to follow.”
The two motions will eliminate
the purchase of fossil fuel-based
equipment at all city facilities,
including LAX, the Port of Los
Angeles, parks and libraries, and
direct the Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power to focus on
planned upgrades needed to modernize, electrify and solarize the
city’s power grid infrastructure.
“As the Supreme Court considers yet another wanton attack, this
time directly upon the health of our
planet, we show them that Los
Angeles will continue to lead the
way out of their dark ages,” Koretz
said. “To accompany our building
decarbonization efforts, we decarbonize our city government buildings. To accompany our oil drilling
and new gas station phase out, we
require our city fleets to go all elec-
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Councilman Mitch O’Farrell held a press conference at the Los Angeles
Cleantech Incubator downtown to announce steps to move the city
toward electricity and away from fossil fuels.

tric. We take more essential steps
forward to actualize a carbon neutral Los Angeles as soon as possible.”
The councilmen said the actions
are critical in ensuring that Los
Angeles reaches its LA100 goal of
100% renewable energy by 2035, a
target and plan that is the most
ambitious and comprehensive of
any municipality in the United
States. The city plans to spend
$110 million to electrify and solarize nine city facilities and has

adopted the first citywide Electric
Vehicle Master Plan, which will
deploy over 100,000 EV charging
stations by 2030.
“The LA100 plan shows clearly
that building electrification is necessary to clean our air and avert the
worst impacts of the climate crisis,” Krekorian said. “Like LA100,
this historic step commits our city
to developing an actionable plan to
expeditiously ween the city off of
dangerous – and expensive – fossil
fuels.”

The Los Angeles City Council
on June 22 voted to adopt two
motions
introduced
by
Councilwoman Nithya Raman,
4th District, and Councilman
Curren Price, 9th District, to support local economic development
and small businesses.
The first will implement a community development tax incentive
for for-profit businesses that will
make $100,000 per year for 10
years to qualifying community
development organizations. The
second will facilitate the creation
of more employee-owned enterprises, especially by enabling transitions to employee ownership for
businesses operated by owners
who will soon retire.
Los Angeles is home to many
community development organizations that work to make the
city’s economy more equitable
and inclusive by improving the
economic conditions faced by
low-income
communities.
However, CDOs are heavily
dependent on philanthropic and
government funding that is tied to
specific projects, rather than
allowing CDOs the discretion to
deploy resources based on their
own knowledge of community
needs.
The community development
tax incentive motion would create
a tax incentive program that
encourages the private sector to
finance CDOs with long-term,
flexible funds. The proposed program would offer a 100% local tax
rebate against private sector contribution to any business that com-

mits to giving $100,000 per year
for 10 years to a qualifying CDO.
“Local community development organizations are often most
attuned to the specific social and
economic needs of low-income
Angelenos, and they understand
the strategic investments required
to strengthen neighborhood
economies while ensuring no one
is left behind,” Raman said. “It is
imperative that we support them
with the resources they need to
continue this work effectively,
thereby benefiting our local
economies and the city as a
whole.”
As many Baby Boomers age
out of the city’s workforce, economists predict there may be a largescale loss of small and independent enterprises, given the number
of business owners in the Boomer
generation who lack succession
plans.
A wave of small business closures would not only lead to massive job losses but also to corporate consolidation, with harmful
consequences for the local economy, in a city with already significant amounts of poverty and
inequality.
Studies show that locallyowned businesses recirculate
much more of their profits within
the local economy, as compared to
corporate chains. The employeeowned enterprises motion would
develop strategies for leveraging
existing city programs and policies to promote and incentivize the
creation of more employee-owned
enterprises in Los Angeles.
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Pink’s marks KTLA’s anniversary
with Chili Dogs for Charity

Pink’s Hot Dogs on La Brea
Avenue is celebrating KTLA’s 75th
anniversary on July 5 and raising
money for Los Angeles Family
Housing, an organization helping
people transition out of homelessness and poverty. KTLA’s Wendy
Burch will broadcast live from
Pink’s from 8 a.m-5 p.m. on July 5,
and Pink’s famous chili dogs will be
75¢, limit one per customer. Richard
Pink, who operates the stand with his
wife Gloria and sister Beverly PinkWolfe, said it is important to celebrate an L.A. institution like KTLA
and give back to the community.
“We wanted to celebrate KTLA’s

75th anniversary. They are celebrating
at Pink’s and recognizing a restaurant
that’s been around for 82 years,” Pink
said. “Both have become icons in Los
Angeles, and we are making it a charity
event as well.”
“This is a perfect partnership with
Pink’s, as they have helped us put the
‘fun’ in fundraising for L.A. Family
Housing,” said Janene Drafs, vice
president and general manager of
KTLA. “We are inviting our faithful
KTLA viewers to celebrate our station’s 75th anniversary with a 75¢
hot dog on July 5, and savor the fact
that at end of the day, those proceeds
are going to help the homeless here

in L.A.”
Drafs said an additional $10,000
donation to L.A. Family Housing
will be made by the Nexstar
Charitable Foundation.
“We are proud to be affiliated with
a company who is committed to giving back to the communities they
serve across the country,” Drafs
added.
Pink said 100% of proceeds from
sales of the chili dogs from 8 a.m-5
p.m. on July 5 will be donated to Los
Angeles Family Housing. He said
the stand regularly raises money for
community-serving organizations
through its Chili Dogs for Charity
program.
“It’s a major charity and an important cause,” Pink added. “We are
going to hang a banner on July 3 recognizing KTLA’s anniversary. It’s
going to be a great celebration.”
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Enjoy a 75¢ chili dog at Pink’s on July 5 and support Los Angeles Family
Housing.

MOCA releases more tickets for exhibitions
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Enjoy free entry to exhibits at MOCA Grand Avenue and the Geffen at
MOCA.

MOCA Grand Avenue is releasing additional tickets for the “Old
and New Dreams: Recent
Acquisitions in a Collection”
exhibit, which is open to the public
with advance free ticket reservations. The Geffen Contemporary at
MOCA is also offering additional
tickets for the “Lonesome
Crowded West: Works from
MOCA’s Collection” exhibit.
“Old and New Dreams: Recent
Acquisitions in a Collection” highlights acquisitions made over the
past two years, displaying them in
relation to historical examples
from MOCA’s collection. Recently
added works by Camille Henrot,
Ian Cheng, Essie Bendolph

Pettway and Trulee Hall share
space with canonical works from
four distinct galleries, each oriented toward themes that have long
been present in the collection.
These include figuration, as artist’s
have pursued it in various media,
representations of technological
sentience, the intersection of geometric modernism and self-taught
or vernacular art, and occultism in
California art. Neither a full picture
of MOCA’s recent acquisitions nor
a survey of its collection as a
whole, the groupings are meant as
case studies of MOCA’s history.
Artists in the “Lonesome
Crowded West: Works from
MOCA’s Collection” exhibit

respond to the question, “What
should a picture of the West look
like today?” From many perspectives, the artists trace the contours
of the American West through
individual stories and collective
histories, and reflection on climate
and the tension between the built
and natural environment.
General admission to MOCA is
free courtesy of Carolyn Clark
Powers. However, all visitors,
including members, must obtain
online advanced timed-entry ticket. MOCA Grand Avenue is located at 250 S. Grand Ave., and the
Geffen Contemporary at MOCA is
located at 152 N. Central Ave. For
information, visit moca.org.
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Gracias Madre West
Hollywood Fourth of
July
runch hours have been extended for vegans and non-vegans
to enjoy all day long on July 4.
Menu favorites include huevos
rancheros, chilaquiles and enchiladas verdes. Happy hour on July 4
is from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 8905
Melrose Ave., (323)978-2170.

and local draft beer. Guests will
enjoy cookout favorite baby back
ribs and poolside burgers. There
are some vegetarian options, too.
Complimentary sides with the purchase oof an entree include potato
salad and corn on the cob. Special
craft cocktails include “The Dad
Bod” made with bacon-infused
Jack Daniels, charcoal and
habanero infused black ice.
Reservations can be made through
OpenTable. 1819 Ocean Ave.,
(310)260-7511.

Sugar Palm Fourth
of July

Trejo's Tacos Santa
Monica

B

T

he indoor-outdoor dining concept at Viceroy Santa Monica is
having a barbecue and pool party
by the beach starting at 1-7 p.m.
Sugar Palm will be hosting a poolside all-American BBQ complete
with a DJ, and tastings of bourbon

F

rom July 1 to July 4, Danny
Trejo invites guests to celebrate
at the Santa Monica location near the
beach. The restaurant will be serving
bottomless nachos for $18 for up to
four guests. The endless nachos are
made made with beans, cheese,

jalapeños, chipotle crema and pico de
gallo. Trejo’s tacos along with breakfast burrito, fried chicken quesadilla
and beef barbacoa are available on
Wednesdays-Sundays starting at
11:30 a.m. 211 Santa Monica Blvd.,
(310)393-0622.

Rooftop Cinema
Club Arts District

A

new open-air movie experience opened June 29 on the
fifth floor of Building 1 at ROW
DTLA. This cinema experience
offers a menu of concessions, a
rooftop bar, a new state-of-the-art
LED
screen
and
modern
Bohemian-style
deep-seated
Medan lounge chair and cushioned
Aeri lounge chair by Article. This
is Rooftop Cinema Club’s third
location in Los Angeles. Doors
open 30-60 minutes before the
screening time, allowing ticket
holders time to play lawn games
and snap photos by local artist Caia
Diepenbrock’s four murals. Sip
from a selection of beer, wine and
canned cocktails, along with
orange wine, Cody Bellinger’s
hard seltzer, Salt Point’s canned

photo courtesy of The Gaslighter Social Club at The Wayfarer

Open for breakfast, lunch, dinner and drinks, the all-day menu at The
Gaslighter Social Club features Mexican-inspired cuisine.

The Gaslighter Social Club at The Wayfarer

O

pen for breakfast, lunch, dinner and drinks, the all-day
menu at The Gaslighter Social
Club features Mexican-inspired
cuisine, including an OG taco
salad, barbacoa chimichanga, veggie taco and street corn right off
the cob. Build your own flight
from the beer tap wall and order
signature cocktails named after
Los Angeles neighborhoods, such

as the “Venice” featuring
Rosaluna mezcal, tamarindo, lime
and Squirt. On the fourth Sunday
of the month there is a free comedy night at Lily Rose. The next
one on July 24, features an all-star
lineup of comedians alongside a
live music act. Tickets are free but
make a reservation at Lily Rose to
save a spot. 813 Flower St.,
(213)285-4443.

GREAT FOR 4TH
OF JULY GRILLING!

Celebrate

Piedmontese Tomahawk Steak

of

$18.98/lb.

th

Available for a limited time

Burgers & Hot Dogs

$1.00 OFF per lb.
with this ad through 7/6/2022

With this ad only through 7/6/2022

6333 W. Third St. 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned in the
Original Farmers Market for 81 Years

Curbside Pick-Up
& Online Delivery
Available

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447 • Frances@dupars-psr.com

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
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margaritas and spirit-free beverages like Dram Apothecary’s
lavender and lemon spritz. Classic
cinema concessions include fresh
popcorn, candy and soft drinks.
Standard tickets range from
$20.75-27.75, depending on ticket
type and time of day. Family
friendly screenings start before
4:30 p.m. Anyone under 13 years
old must be accompanied by an
adult (18+). Students receive a
10%
discount
with
code
ArtsDistrictStudent2022
when
booking and an active student ID or
student schedule is required as
proof upon arrival. Self-parking is
available on-site and the first two
hours are free. Tickets are now on
sale for the full July program online
at
rooftopcinemaclub.com/losangeles/venue/arts-district/. 777 S.
Alameda St.

degree views of Los Angeles, this is
one of the city’s most festive firework view spots. Enjoy a special
menu featuring Faroe Island
salmon, whole Maine lobster,
Colorado lamb chops and a
Creekstone Farms tomahawk with a
variety of sauces and sides. Pricing
is a la carte and reservations can be
made via OpenTable. 9850 Wilshire
Blvd., (310)860-6666.

Hollywood’s rooftop
at Grandmaster
Recorders

Bring home
Fourth of July at the
Brooklyn Ave. Pizza
Waldorf Astoria
Co. for July 4th
Beverly Hills

A

cookout at The Rooftop by JG
will take place on July 4.
Known for its breathtaking 360-

papas and Flamin’ Hot Cheeto
dusted chicken wings. Hand-crafted cocktails include the signature
Evergreen negroni with Blanco
tequila, bianco vermouth, verde,
watermelon, aperol, the Mama
Mangoñada with mezcal, mangobell pepper sangrita, lime juice,
chamoy and a tajin-rim. They make
pineapple, cucumber, mint agua
frescas that you can add your
choice of spicy tequila or rum.
2706 E. Cesar E. Chavez Ave.,
(323)968-1106.

C

hef and pizzaiolo Jorge
Sandoval fuses familiar ingredients with unique flavors such as
the mole pizza, garlic parmesan

Fourth of July
beach dinner at
Connie & Ted’s

F

or a New England style July 4th,
order lobster by the pound at
Connie & Ted’s or try their famous
Stuffies with chopped clam, linguica sausage, garlic, bell peppers
and breadcrumbs. Also available is
deep-fried batter-dipped fresh cod,
served with shredded lettuce and
pickles. 8171 Santa Monica Blvd.,
(323)848-2722.

Saturday and Sunday from 11:30
a.m.-2:30 p.m. Reserve a table to
experience brunch favorites with
an Aussie twist including avocado
toast, fried chicken and waffles and
a selection of breakfast cocktails
including the L.P. breakfast martini, Rooftop Bloody Mary and
more. 603. N. La Cienega Blvd.,
(310)855-9955.

Fourth of July
Krapow party
platters

B

T

he recording studio-turnedmodern Italian restaurant and
4,000 square foot rooftop deck
stays open making cocktails until 2
a.m. The menu by Chef Monty
Koludrovic includes chicken
parma rolls and mini mortadella
paninis. Head mixologist Milosz
Cieslak creates an array of beverages. Take in the fireworks views
up at the top. 1518 N. Cahuenga
Blvd., (323)963-7800.

Rooftop Brunch on
July 4th weekend at
E.P. and L.P.

W

eekend brunch is now available on the L.P. Rooftop on

ring a party platter or two to
your 4th of July party from
Krapow. They are making oven
grilled Thai Coco jumbo chicken
wings marinated in rich coconut
lime sauce. The “Chik on a Stik”
are juicy and tender chicken skewers. Platters for pick-up are available in small, medium and large
starting at $59. Pre-order and pick
up through Tock starting July 2-4
from 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Delivery is
via Uber Eats, Postmates,
DoorDash. 5660 Selmaraine
Drive, Culver City, (831)9991688.

Thrill of the Grill!
Served
June 27July 4!

H Porterhouse
H Rib Eye - Bone-in or boneless
H Tomahawk Steaks
H Dry Aged Beef
H New York Steaks - Bone-in or boneless

$14.20

$18.20

• Charcoal
• Wood Chips
• Variety of Spices
• Sauces

$15.75
Follow Us!
@duparsfm

$11.75

At the Original Farmers Market • 6333 W. 3rd St. #350
(323) 938-5383 • huntingtonmeats.com

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax • Open for Dine-In, Take Out & Delivery
(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447 • Frances@dupars-psr.com
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The Fabulous Formosa Café
The last time I dined at the iconic
The Formosa Café in West
Hollywood, I listened to the bartender share some wonderful stories about the cast of characters
who once visited the historic
Chinese restaurant. Located across
from the former PickfordFairbanks Studio (now The Lot),
the restaurant was known for
Hollywood romances in the 1940s
and 50s. Humphrey Bogart and
Lauren Bacall dined near Frank
Sinatra and Ava Gardner. Mary
Pickford came to the watering hole
with her friends until the wee hours,
and helped to create the “last call by
2 a.m.” city ordinance for bars in
Los Angeles.
One night John Wayne spent the
night in the largest booth to the
right of the front door after a little
too much Scotch. When the owner
unlocked the door the next day,
Wayne was in the kitchen scrambling eggs for his breakfast, according to Formosa lore.
Bugsy Siegel had a safe installed
in the floor near his favorite booth.
He ran his operations out of
Formosa before he died. People

would drop cash in the safe at night,
and he would come in and get it in
the morning. Since cash was never
exchanged, he couldn’t get arrested.
Elvis Presley gave his favorite
servers a brand-new Cadillac to
show his gratitude. There is a display case showcasing a collection
of Elvis Presley decanters and statues above his old booth.
A friend of mine and I recently
visited the Formosa Café. The bar
and red semi-circular red booths
throughout the restaurant are
adorned with black and white photos of celebrities. Formosa Café is a
celebrity in itself, having played a
prominent
role
in
“L.A.
Confidential” (1997), “Swingers”
(1996) and the television series
“Euphoria.”
The 1933 Group restored the
restaurant in 2017, bringing the
famed Chinese restaurant back to
its glory, including the original red
trolley car. Dating back to 1904, it
is the oldest, confirmed surviving
red train car in existence. It felt as if
we were dining inside a movie set,
especially with the Yee Mee Loo
bar added by the 1933 Group. The

By Jill Weinlein
bar, dating back to the 1930s, was
discovered at a home in Chinatown
and the 1933 Group purchased it
from the homeowner and incorporated it into the restaurant.
The dishes at the café pay
homage to the past yet are still current in the culinary scene. Squid ink
dumplings are juicy and flavorful
seafood and pork broth inside.
The Formosa chicken salad
arrived in a black Chinese lacquered
bowl filled with chopped romaine
lettuce, sprigs of cilantro, shredded
white meat chicken, pickled carrots,
fried garlic and crunchy wontons. It
was dressed lightly with a pleasing
sesame ginger vinaigrette.
We also ordered Chinese pan-

WE’RE SMOKIN’!

photo by Jill Weinlein

The Chinese scallion pancakes are crisp on the edges and chewy in the
center.

cakes known as Cong You Bing,
filled and topped with scallions and
a side of sweet soy sauce. They
were pan-fried and similar to
unleavened flatbread with crisp

edges and a chewy texture.
The pan-fried and steamed pot
stickers filled with ground pork and
shredded cabbage were served with
a slightly spicy sweet chili sauce

fresh peach pie!

H Tri-Tip H Brisket H Ribs H Sausages
• Charcoal • Wood Chips • Variety of Spices • Sauces

TRY IT
a la Mode
At the Original Farmers Market • 6333 W. 3rd St. #350
(323) 938-5383 • huntingtonmeats.com

Curbside Pick-Up
& Online Delivery
Available

In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

19 June 30, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News
and were moist and crispy.
One of our favorite dishes was the
mix and match bao. We had a choice
of three of the four varieties – fried
chicken, pork belly, garlic butter
shrimp and tofu. Instead of arriving
as a steamed white bun, they were on
a plate as three fluffy taco shaped
pieces. The white dough is made
with flour, yeast, sugar, baking powder, milk and oil. It is a tad sweeter
and thicker than Chinese dumplings.
You must try the crispy lightly battered prawns in a honey glaze with
sesame seeds and a handful of candied walnuts. It’s a fan favorite at
Formosa Cafe.
We finished with two crisp apple
and cinnamon filled wontons on top
of two large scoops of vanilla ice
cream. It was then topped with
caramel, Nutella and a pecan crumble with artistic swirls of chocolate.
Thanks to 1933 Group, the
Formosa Café is fabulous for taking
a step back in time to appreciate the
storied history of Chinese Americans
in Old Hollywood. $$ Open daily for
lunch from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dinner
service begins at 5 p.m.-midnight.
On Thursday through Saturday, the
photo by Jill Weinlein
Formosa Cafe stays open until 2 a.m.
7156 Santa Monica Blvd. (323)850- The restored red train car inside The Formosa Cafe is a desirable dining
spot.
9050.

Kid’s Lunch Box!

Thursdays are hopping
at the Beverly Center

The Beverly Center, will launch
a slate of summer activations,
including curated movie selections, mixologist events and a
fashionable silent disco.
On the first Thursday of every
month, WATCH @ BEV will feature films on screen in Grand
Court. Tickets include a seat in
Grand Court, with two signature,
hand-shaken cocktails or mocktails from artisanal mixologist
Mama’s Medicine, plus treats.
Before the show, participating
WATCH @ BEV restaurants will
have special to-go menu options
for guests to bring along.
Participating restaurants will
include Yardbird, H&H Brazilian
Steakhouse and Tocaya Organica.
DANCE @ BEV, which will
take place the second Thursday of
every month, is a silent disco.
Tickets include entry into the
event, headphones and two signature, hand-shaken cocktails or
mocktails from artisanal mixologist Mama’s Medicine.
BITES @ BEV, which occurs on

the third Thursday of every month,
includes delicious bites from a featured Beverly Center restaurant and
two signature, hand-shaken cocktails or mocktails from artisanal
mixologist Mama’s Medicine.
BEVS @ BEV, the fourth
Thursday of every month, includes
your choice of beverage(s) while
playing games and listening to the
hottest DJs. A ticket will buy a signature cocktails and mocktails plus
beer and wine from our mixologists.
BINGO @ BEV with Pride, featuring Marta Beatchu, stars at 5
p.m. on Thursday, June 30, and
will include two signature, handshaken cocktails or mocktails from
artisanal mixologist Mama’s
Medicine. Bingo prizes include
Beverly Center retailer gift cards +
gift baskets
BUENO @ BEV will also occur
on Sept. 29, featuring its first annual Hispanic Heritage workshop.
For information and tickets, visit
beverlycenter.com/pages/meetbev. The Beverly Center is located
at 8500 Beverly Blvd.

ROCK & ROLL WEEKENDS!
EB’s FRIDAY NIGHT DANCE PARTY 7 pm
July 1:
TOM KENNY & THE HI SEAS
July 8:
AMERICAN MILE
SOUTHERN ROCK

With a choice of
• Mini Hotcakes
with Bacon
•Chicken Strips
with Fries

for
Perfect cnic or
Pi
Camp, ause!
c
Just Be

•Peanut Butter &
Jelly Triangles
•Mini Turkey &
Cheese
•French Toast &
Bacon
•Tuna Sandwich
on Wheat

July 15:
CONTENDERS
PRETENDERS TRIBUTE

July 29:
THE LONGSHADOWS
PUB ROCK

July 22:
PLASTIC SOUL
BEATLES TRIBUTE

MARKET TAVERN

$14.95

Includes
Fruit , Mini pastry
Surprise Toy & a beverage

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447
frances@dupars-psr.com

Tuesdays 7pm - Brits in LA Pub Trivia
Hosted by Sandro Monetti
Thursdays 7 pm - Preston Smith
Fridays 9 pm THE LONG SHADOWS
& DJ Dandy Randy Rock N Soul Vinyl Groove
Saturdays 8 pm LIVE MUSIC
Saturday, July 23
SIN CITY ALL-STARS - 69TH BIRTHDAY BASH
Farmers Market 3rd & Fairfax

MARKETTAVERNLA.COM
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Fourth of July party held downtown

Grand Park, powered by The
Music Center, will present the
return of Grand Park’s 4th of July
Block Party, downtown Los
Angeles’ largest free Fourth of July
celebration. After a two-year hiatus
during the pandemic, Grand Park
will welcome Angelenos back to
the in-person event with live entertainment and a fireworks show
launched from the rooftop of The
Music Center’s Dorothy Chandler
Pavilion.
With gates opening at 4 p.m., the
nearly six-hour festivity geared for
the whole family includes music
performances showcasing L.A.’s
global and diverse sounds, DJ sets
and spoken word recitals on two
stages.
The July Fourth neighborhood
party will be spread across the six
city blocks that comprise Grand
Park. Attendees are welcome to
bring a picnic or enjoy a variety of
delectable food options for purchase from L.A.’s food trucks,
including tacos, barbecue, burgers,
vegan dishes and desserts. Alcohol

is not permitted and will not be sold
at Grand Park.
“Grand Park is proud to be the
flagship location for L.A. County’s
communal holiday celebrations
since the park opened in 2012. With
the return of in-person events, we
are going to be celebrating in full
force this year to commemorate
both our nation’s independence and
Grand Park’s notable 10th anniversary,” Grand Park director Julia
Diamond said. “This Fourth of July,
we are bringing back to our stages
some of the musicians and DJs who
have performed at Grand Park over
the past 10 years. These artistic
partners continue to be integral to
the park’s success and are a vital
part of the many amazing memories the park has created for hundreds of thousands of park visitors.
This July Fourth, we know they
will help create new memories for
the whole family.”
“Watching an amazing fireworks
show in the middle of downtown
L.A. with your family and friends is
the quintessential summer outing,”

The Music Center president and
CEO Rachel S. Moore said. “We
are expecting more than 30,000
people this year to attend Grand
Park’s 4th of July Block Party. This
will be our biggest public event
since the beginning of the pandemic. We are ready to light up downtown’s night sky and remind all
Angelenos that Grand Park is the
park for everyone.”
When the first two blocks of the
12-acre park were opened on July
26, 2012, Grand Park immediately
transformed an underutilized,
neglected and unknown piece of
real estate plagued by grade
changes, lack of visibility from the
street, and garage access ramps into
Los Angeles’ central gathering
space. Now, more than one million
Angelenos visit the park annually
to enjoy its multiple lawns, gardens
and stages and experience cultural,
community and civic events, festivals, holiday celebrations, outdoor
health and wellness activities and
more. The third and fourth blocks
of the park opened on October 6,

Huntington Meats offers savory smoked cuts and ribs
Just in time for summer,
Huntington Meats and Sausages at
the Original Farmers Market is offering smoked meats to go on weekends. Make backyard barbecues
easy with smoked tri tip, brisket,
beef ribs and St. Louis spareribs
cooked to perfection. Huntington
Meats and Sausages owner Jim
Cascone said customers will find all
of their favorites. The meats are
smoked on premises on Saturday
and Sunday mornings and are available throughout the day. Cascone
encouraged customers to call ahead
for large orders and special requests.
“It’s been going really, really well.
People love it. They call to ask what

we are going to have this week,”
Cascone said. “It’s geared toward
eating at home. It takes a long time
to smoke – six to eight hours – so we
are taking the time out of it for people trying to do it themselves.”
Cascone said smoked meats are
great for Fourth of July celebrations
and summer barbecues. He added
that the butcher shop also carries a
wide selection of meats and

S

sausages for preparation at home.
“We encourage people to come
down,” he added. “The menu
changes weekly.”
Huntington Meats and Sausages
is located at the Original Farmers
Market, 6333 W. Third St. Hours on
Saturday are 8 a.m.-8 p.m., and 8
a.m.-7 p.m. on Sunday. For information, call (323)938-5383, or visit
huntingtonmeats.com.
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Grand Park will host its annual Fourth of July celebration next week.

2012, completing a 12-year planning process.
As an added attraction to Grand
Park’s 4th of July Block Party celebration, the park will showcase several captivating art projects onsite,
including digital works by Nany
Cárdenas and an art installation by
Jimenez Lai in partnership with
NOW ART LA, featuring sound
design by Morgan Sorne.
Public parking will be available
at The Music Center, 135 N. Grand
Ave., and the Walt Disney Concert
Hall, 111 S. Grand Ave., at a flat
rate of $9 per vehicle. Additional
parking lots near Grand Park will
be available. However, given the
large number of guests expected at

the event, members of the public
are highly encouraged to take public transportation. Grand Park is
located at the Civic Center/Grand
Park station along the Metro B Line
(Red) and Metro D Line (Purple).
Following its signature Grand
Park’s 4th of July Block Party,
Grand Park will hold a number of
free events over the next five
months, including B-Boy Summit,
Grand Park’s Sunday Sessions,
DTLA Proud, Grand Park’s
Downtown Día de los Muertos and
Grand Park's NYELA, each of
which will acknowledge the park’s
10th anniversary.
For information, visit grandparkla.org.

Open 4th of July!

photo courtesy of Huntington Meats and Sausages

Enjoy a variety of smoked meats at
Huntington Meats and Sausages.

Fireworks show
canceled at
Wilshire Country
Club

The Wilshire Country Club has
announced it will not hold its annual
Fourth of July fireworks show due to
unforeseen circumstances with the
company contracted to hold the show.
The vendor that has staged the
Fourth of July fireworks show in the
past informed the country club last
weekend that the California State
Fire Authority had revoked its requisite permits last week. The vendor
has not been able to remedy the
issue with the fire authority.
The Wilshire Country Club is
located at 301 N. Rossmore Ave.
For information, visit wilshirecountryclub.com.

We’ve Got Everything You Need
to Make Your Summer a
SMASH!
Paper Goods • Decorations
Balloons • Banners • Centerpieces
Piñatas & MORE!
10% off all merchandise in the store
with this coupon!
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

Enjoy a pastrami piled
oh so high!
Open for dine-in, take-out and delivery!
Our bakery is stocked with
all your favorite treats!

Come see us at our new 2nd location
12109 Santa Monica Blvd. at Bundy
(424) 317-0307
Since 1931

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124

Open
24 Hours

World Famous, Award Winning Restaurant • Deli • Bakery • Bar

419 N. Fairfax Ave. (323) 651-2030

21 June 30, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

D’Lo presents solo show on transformational journey
The Los Angeles LGBT Center
production of D’Lo’s solo show
“To T, or Not To T? A Comedic
Trans Journey through (T)estosterone” runs through July 10 at
Center Theatre Group’s Kirk
Douglas Theatre.
As part of Center Theatre
Group’s series Block Party:
Celebrating Los Angeles Theatre,
the unapologetically bold and hilarious personal autobiographical oneperson play is written and performed by acclaimed queer-transgender actor, writer and comedian
D’Lo, and directed by Adelina

Anthony.
“To T, or Not To T?” follows
D’Lo’s transformational journey,
starting from his childhood in
Lancaster, California, and continuing toward the embodiment of
beautiful masculinity. Along the
way, “To T, or Not To T?” explores
the ways his relationship with his
immigrant father, his love for hip
hop and feminism, and his chosen
family shape his decisions as an
artist and human being.
Winner of Center Theatre
Group’s 2021 Dorothy and Richard
Sherwood Award, D’Lo’s work

El Capitan prepares for next
installment of ‘Thor’ saga

The El Capitan Theatre in
Hollywood has announced “Thor:
Love and Thunder” will be shown
during Marvel Studios’ “G.O.A.T.
Marathon: Greatest of All Thor”
program on July 7, featuring all
four “Thor” films at the El Capitan
Theatre.
The marathon will begin at 6 a.m.
and will include “Thor”, “Thor:
The Dark World,” “Thor:
Ragnorok” and “Thor: Love and
Thunder.” Guests are encouraged to
dress as their favorite Marvel characters. Tickets are $125 and include
a T-shirt, lanyard with credential,
drawstring bag, button badges,

patch set, breakfast, Thor-themed
popcorn tin and two bottled beverages.
“Thor: Love and Thunder” will
also be shown during a special
engagement at the El Capitan
Theatre from July 7-11. Showtimes
vary. Audiences should check
schedule for showtimes . Guests are
invited to arrive early to view a display of costumes from “Thor: Love
and Thunder” and then see a
Mighty Love and Thunder Laser
and Light Show before the movie.
The El Capitan Theatre is located
at 6838 Hollywood Blvd. For information, visit elcapitantheatre.com.

ranges from stand-up comedy, solo
theater, plays, films, short stories
and poetry. His solo shows
“Ramble-Ations,” “D’FunQT,”
“D’FaQTo Life” and “To T, or Not
To T?” have toured theaters and
festivals nationally. He is currently
working on his latest solo piece,
“Queer Noise,” with support from
Center Theatre Group’s Library
Series and the L.A. LGBT Center.
Tickets for “To T, or Not To T?”
start at $30. The Kirk Douglas
Theatre is located at 9820
Washington Blvd. in Culver City.
For tickets and information, call
(213)628-2772, or visit centertheatregroup.org.

photo courtesy of Craig Schwartz Photography

D’Lo stars in “To T, or Not To T?” at Center Theatre Group’s Kirk Douglas
Theatre.

Beverly Hills
PRESENTS
Join us for a Shabbat Dinner and Service
led by Rabbi David Baron, with Cantors
Ilysia Pierce and Hazzan Nathan Lam,
and Musical Director Sharon Farber.
This event will be held on Friday, July
15th at 6:30 PM, hosted by Daphna
Ziman.
RSVP through
https://www.bhtota.org/ or call the
Temple ofﬁce at 323.658.9100

You are invited to the
INSTITUTE FOR MYELOMA & BONE
CANCER RESEARCH (IMBCR)
beneﬁt screening of “Soviet Film Star.
Defector. - OLEG”
This event will be held on Sunday,
July 10th from 4:30 - 7:30 PM at The
Saban Theatre.
photo © Marvel Studios 2022

Light Dinner, Screening, Q&A,
Private Meet and Greet.

“Thor: Love and Thunder” will be shown during a special engagement
starting on July 7.

All proceeds will support IMBCR.

Red carpet looks at GRAMMY Museum

RSVP by July 1 | 310.623.1214
JYATACO@IMBCR.ORG

You are invited to Dr. Robert
Huizenga’s talk, “AGE REVERSAL:
SCIENCE FICTION OR FACTUAL
SCIENCE?”.
Aging is not inevitable! Join thought
leader Dr. Robert Huizenga for a
60-to-90-minute state-of-the-art
discussion on age reversal at The
Saban Theater on July 20th at 7 pm.
 Examine the revolutionary new
ﬁeld of geoscience
 Discover your real inner age
 Amazing research ﬁndings from a
three-year study
 Take home tips and Q&A
RSVP through
https://www.bhtota.org/ or call the
Temple ofﬁce at 323.658.9100
photo courtesy of the GRAMMY Museum

GRAMMY Museum has added pieces from 64th Annual GRAMMY
Awards and 22nd Annual Latin GRAMMY Awards to its “On The Red
Carpet” exhibit including outfits worn by Jon Batiste, Billie Eilish and
FINNEAS, GIVĒON, Mon Laferte, Olivia Rodrigo, Silk Sonic, Yotuel
and Beatriz Luengo, Gloria Trevi, St. Vincent, Jay Wheeler and this dress
worn by Gloria Estefan. The GRAMMY Museum is located at 800 West
Olympic Blvd. For information, visit grammymuseum.org.

(323) 658-9100 | BHTOTA.ORG
8440 Wilshire Blvd.,
Beverly Hills, CA 90211
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‘Lightyear’ mostly lands, but
traverses some clunky turf
Rank “Lightyear” as a top
midrange Pixar film, nowhere near
“Wall-E,” somewhere around
“Luca.” Entertaining at times, visually brilliant, but it tries to shirk
expectations a bit too much, when a
simpler story might’ve benefited
moviegoers more.
So what’s the premise? In the
“Toy Story” universe, Buzz
Lightyear is a fictional movie character turned into a toy for kids like
Andy
to
enjoy.
Unlike
Transformers or G.I. Joes, which
arrived prior to any media adaptations, Buzz hit the big screen first,
the popular toy line to follow.
So this is a fictional film in the
fictional universe of “Toy Story,”
which might or might not be one

part of a larger Pixar universe
including every single one of the
studio’s entries. (Just look up “the
Pixar theory” for more on that.) As
for “Lightyear” as a film on its
own, the story requires no external
knowledge, though a few easter
eggs texture the experience.
A crew stranded on an unknown
planet conducts a host of hyperspeed tests, desperately trying to
get home. Lightyear (voiced by
Chris Evans), an infamous ranger in
Star Command, feels responsible
for everyone’s plight. So he leads
the charge, which results in an
unfortunate side effect: he ends up
several years into the future. He
returns to a colony he no longer recognizes – a mysterious foe attack-
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Buzz faces off against Zurg, the main antagonist in “Lightyear.”

ing the colonist too – and he must
adapt quick while considering what
he’ll do next.
“Lightyear” lacks have the emotional or clever punch of other
Pixar films, but it does borrow from
the studio’s playlist, particularly
one emotional time lapse sequence
from “Up.” It plays out here to a
similarly emotional effect with a
sci-fi hook.
Otherwise, the story is relatively
stock, a mix of familiar tropes.
Stoic hero to a fault, untrained
rookies complicating the mission,
hostile planet, etc. That ol’ Pixar
humor helps spruce up the formula,
but it isn’t a story that boldly goes
where no one’s gone before.
“Lightyear” has the same problem of so many modern action
films: a dull villain. It should be
Zurg, previously highlighted in
“Toy Story 2.” But any semblance
of expectation based on the character’s previous depictions is a red
herring, but not a welcome revision.
Think back to the glory days of
Darth Vader, Hans Gruber, HAL
9000 and the Terminator. For some
reason, modern cinema no longer
concerns itself with compelling big
bads. Perhaps the idea of a throwback villain felt too much like borrowing from “The Incredibles.”
Regardless, the outcome is rather
bland.
From the start, this guy should
feel like something out of the classics. Instead, Zurg is mostly silent
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Buzz, voiced by Chris Evans, is back in action in Pixar’s “Lightyear.”

until a twist arrives. Sadly, that
moment only enhances a primary
theme at the expense of the story.
Apparently a good villain is a thing
of the past. The best ones have
already been created, new ones
stripped of any memorable, dynamic appeal.
Then there’s the elephant in the
room. Plenty of folks are irked by
Tim Allen’s absence. His voice
imprinted on Buzz 27 years ago.
But to be honest, his maiden voyage in the first fully computer animated film marked the only major
character development. Woody
evolved, Buzz stood still across the

next three films. So perhaps a new
voice can breathe something more
complicated into a supporting character previously parading as a colead.
For that to work though,
“Lightyear” really needs to be the
first in a series, not a one-off. If that
sounds like a tall order, remember
lackluster sequels like “Cars,”
“Finding Nemo” and “Monsters,
Inc.” A sequel here could actually
return a sci-fi story more worthwhile. Pixar is the right crew to
embark on such a task, hopefully
learning from the hiccups this time
around.
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Michael J. Fox, Diane Warren among Academy
Governors Awards honorees
The Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences announced June
21 that its Board of Governors
voted to present Honorary Awards
to Euzhan Palcy, Diane Warren and
Peter Weir, and the Jean Hersholt
Humanitarian Award to Michael J.
Fox. The four Oscar statuettes will
be presented at the Academy’s 13th
Governors Awards on Saturday,
November 19, in Los Angeles.
“The Academy’s Board of
Governors is honored to recognize
four individuals who have made
indelible contributions to cinema
and the world at large,” Academy
President David Rubin said.
“Michael J. Fox’s tireless advocacy
of research on Parkinson’s disease
alongside his boundless optimism
exemplifies the impact of one person in changing the future for millions. Euzhan Palcy is a pioneering
filmmaker whose groundbreaking
significance in international cinema

is cemented in film history. Diane
Warren’s music and lyrics have
magnified the emotional impact of
countless motion pictures and
inspired generations of musical
artists. Peter Weir is a director of
consummate skill and artistry
whose work reminds us of the
power of film to reveal the full
range of human experience.”
Fox gained fame playing Alex P.
Keaton on the sitcom “Family
Ties.” His hit films include “Back
to the Future,” “The Secret of My
Success,” “Casualties of War,”
“Doc Hollywood” and “The
American President.” He returned
to television in his award-winning
lead role on “Spin City,” followed
by guest appearances in series
including “Rescue Me,” “The
Good Wife” and “Curb Your
Enthusiasm.” His many awards
include five Emmys, four Golden
Globes, one Grammy, two Screen

Actors Guild awards, a People’s
Choice award, and GQ Man of the
Year. In 2000, he launched the
Michael J. Fox Foundation for
Parkinson’s Research, which is
now the leading Parkinson’s organization in the world. He is the
author of four New York Times
bestselling books and the subject of
a documentary from Oscar-winning
filmmaker Davis Guggenheim, currently in production.
Palcy is a writer, director and
producer born in Martinique in the
French West Indies. Her first feature film, “Sugar Cane Alley,” won
the Silver Lion at the 1983 Venice
Film Festival, a first for a Black
director. It went on to win a César
Award for Best First Work, the first
César won by a woman director
and by a Black filmmaker. She
continued her journey with “A Dry
White Season” (1989), a drama
made at the height of apartheid,

4K ‘Giant’ restoration screens at Fine Arts Theatre

Fine Arts Theatre Beverly Hills,
the classic movie theater built in
1937 now celebrating its 85th
Anniversary, will present a two-day
exclusive exhibition [remiere of the
newly 4K digital restoration of
George Stevens’ 1956 classic film,
“Giant,” starring Elizabeth Taylor,
Rock Hudson and James Dean on
July 8-9 at both 4 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Advance tickets purchases are recommended.
The 8 p.m. screening on Friday,
July 8, will include with a 30minute, pre-film panel discussion
about the restoration of the film
“Giant” moderated by Randy
Haberkamp, senior vice president of
restoration for the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences,
Daphne Dentz, senior vice president
of Emerging Formats, mastering
and content acquisition for Warner
Bros. and George Feltenstein,
WarnerMedia library historian.

The restoration of the Texas-set
family saga based on Edna Ferber’s
best-selling novel of the same name
was made possible by Martin
Scorsese’s Film Foundation and
Turner Classic Movies.
Warner Bros., Post-Production
Creative Services: Motion Picture
Imaging and Post-Production
Sound completed the restoration by
sourcing the original camera negatives and protection of the red,
green and blue separation master
positives for the best possible
images. Then, everything was color
corrected in high dynamic range in
accordance with today’s latest picture display technology. Audio for
the restoration was sourced from a
1955 protection copy of the
Original Magnetic Mono soundtrack.
George Stevens won an Oscar for
Best Director and the Directors
Guild of America Awards for

Outstanding
Directorial
Achievement in Motion Pictures for
his work on this film. Nominated
for a total of 10 Academy Awards,
“Giant” is an epic portrayal of a
powerful ranching family confronted by changing times and the coming of big oil. Subplots in the film
deal with racism of AngloEuropean Americans in Texas during the mid-20th century and the
discriminatory social segregation
enforced
against
Mexican
Americans.
The Fine Arts Theatre Beverly
Hills is located at 8556 Wilshire
Blvd. Tickets are available at fineartstheatrebh.com and on the Fine
Arts App available on Google Play
Store and the Apple App store, as
well fandango.com and atomtickets.com Tickets are $15 for adults
13 and older, and $13 for children
12 and under. The film is rated G
and runs for 193 minutes.

photo courtesy of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences

Michael J. Fox will receive the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award at the
Academy Governors Awards on Nov. 19.

becoming the first Black woman to
direct a film for a major Hollywood
studio and guiding Marlon Brando
to his last Oscar nomination. Her
films also include the musical
fairytale “Siméon.” Palcy’s work
has been an inspiration to filmmakers, contemporary artists and novelists.
Warren is one of the most prolific contemporary songwriters and
has written original songs for more
than 100 films. She has earned 13
Oscar nominations in the Original
Song category, starting in 1987 and
within each of the past five
decades, for songs including
“Nothing’s Gonna Stop Us Now,”
“Because You Loved Me,” “How
Do I Live,” “I Don’t Want To Miss
A Thing,” “Til It Happens To You”
and “Stand Up for Something.”
She has collaborated with such
prominent music artists as
Beyoncé, Cher, Celine Dion,
Whitney
Houston,
Jennifer
Hudson, Lady Gaga, John Legend,
Reba McEntire and Carlos
Santana.
A leading figure in the Australian
New Wave film movement in the
1970s, Weir emerged as a visionary
filmmaker with “Picnic at Hanging

Rock” and “The Last Wave.” He
earned Oscar nominations for
Directing for “Witness,” “Dead
Poets Society,” “The Truman
Show”
and
“Master
and
Commander: The Far Side of the
World,” for which he also received
a Best Picture nomination, and
earned a writing nomination for
“Green Card.” His other notable
films include “The Way Back,”
“Fearless,” “The Mosquito Coast,”
“The Year of Living Dangerously”
and “Gallipoli.”
The Honorary Award, an Oscar
statuette, is given “to honor extraordinary distinction in lifetime
achievement, exceptional contributions to the state of motion picture
arts and sciences, or for outstanding
service to the Academy.”
The Jean Hersholt Humanitarian
Award, also an Oscar statuette, is
given “to an individual in the
motion picture arts and sciences
whose humanitarian efforts have
brought credit to the industry.”
The 13th Governors Awards is
proudly supported by Rolex, the
Exclusive Watch of the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
For more information about the
Academy, visit oscars.org.

Bogie’s Liquor
photo courtesy of Fine Arts Theatre Beverly Hills

Rock Hudson stars in the classic film “Giant” (1956), screening July 8-9
at the Fine Arts Theatre Beverly Hills.

Summer film series debuts at
Hollywood Bowl, The Ford

The Los Angeles Philharmonic
has announced a summer of film
events at the Hollywood Bowl and
The Ford.
The series begins with “Harry
Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part
1 in Concert” at the Hollywood
Bowl on June 30, and continues
with “West Side Story in Concert”
on July 12 and 14 at the Hollywood
Bowl; “Outfest Under the Stars”
from July 21-23 at The Ford, “Back
to the Future with the LA Phil” on
Aug. 5 and 6 at the Hollywood
Bowl and “Amadeus LIVE in

Concert” on Aug. 14 at the Bowl.
The series of events at the
Hollywood Bowl also includes
“Black Movie Soundtrack IV” on
Aug. 24, “Maestro of the Movies”
from Sept. 2-4, “Lang Lang Plays
Disney on Sept. 15 and the crowd
favorite “Sing-A-Long Sound of
Music” on Sept. 17.
The Hollywood Bowl is located
at 2301 N. Highland Ave., and The
Ford is located at 2580 Cahuenga
Blvd. East. For tickets call
(323)850-2000, or visit hollywoodbowl.com and theford.com.

IT’S TIME
FOR
DODGER
BASEBALL!
Pick up your favorite 12-pack
& watch the boys in blue!
Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs

5753 Melrose Ave.
Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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Paul Dien joins GRAMMY Museum

The
GRAMMY
Museum
announced June 23 Paul Dien has
joined the company as vice president of advancement and partnerships. In his role, Dien will lead
fundraising and advancement, marketing and social media and strategic brand partnerships of the museum, with a particular goal of leading efforts to continue diversifying
and deepening its contributed and
earned revenue. The role will focus
on supporting the educational and
curatorial work of the museum by
providing resources to its programming teams by fostering relationships with the philanthropic and
corporate community. Dien will be
heading the newly combined
department by leading both the
marketing and advancement teams
of Vivek Paul, marketing director;

Kristen Jennings, membership and
annual giving manager; Meredith
Rene Crabtree Warner, major gifts
officer; and Chen Yang, development and fundraising coordinator.
“The GRAMMY Museum is
thrilled to welcome Paul to the leadership team,” Michael Sticka, president and CEO, said. “By bridging
the gap between our marketing,
advancement and partnerships
teams, Paul’s extensive experience
better positions the GRAMMY
Museum to leverage our own
unique and renowned brand to provide our partners and donors a
greater return on their investment in
our mission.”
“I’m humbled to be joining the
amazing team at the GRAMMY
Museum,” Dien said. “As a lifelong
music lover and culture enthusiast,

I look forward to continuing to
build the museum’s reputation as
the home that celebrates our collective musical heritage and work to
positively impact the museum’s
expansive community.”
Prior to joining the GRAMMY
Museum, Dien was head of strategic partnerships for Good and
Upworthy, a leading social impact
company with a mass audience.
He worked on a variety of social
impact and marketing campaigns
for clients such as Tory Burch,
GoFundMe and Netflix. Dien also
worked at Participant Media as
VP of strategic alliances, working
to amplify social impact campaigns for films such as “He
Named Me Malala,” “Gardeners
of Eden” and “A Monster Calls.”
Previously, Dien ran Sodamedia, a

digital agency in Shanghai, which
worked with luxury brands
including
Armani,
Fresh
Cosmetics and the Swire Group.
He also worked at MTV’s global
HIV/AIDS charity the Staying
Alive Foundation.
Dien will report to Sticka and
joins the leadership team that
includes Jasen Emmons, chief curator and VP of curatorial affairs;
Hilary Fahlsing, vice president of
finance, administration and operations; Rita George, chief program
officer; David Sears, vice president
of education for GRAMMY in the
Schools; and Lynne Sheridan, vice
president of artist relations, public
programming and content.
Dien holds a Bachelor of Arts in
international relations and public
relations from S.I. Newhouse
School of Public Communications.
The GRAMMY Museum is
located at L.A. Live, 800 West
Olympic Blvd.
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Paul Dien has joined the GRAMMY Museum as its new vice president of advancement and partnerships.

WeHo Summer Sounds concert series continues RIDE hosts ‘Dance’ gala

The city of West Hollywood is
continuing its 2022 Summer
Sounds free outdoor concert series,
which takes place on select Sunday
evenings at 5 p.m. through Sunday,
Aug. 21, at Plummer Park, located
at 7377 Santa Monica Boulevard.
The next concert in the series will
feature the all-female salsa band,
Las Chikas on July 3 at 5 p.m. Las
Chikas is comprised of some of the
most talented female musicians in
Los Angeles. Las Chikas has performed in several Southern
California cities and special events,
including the San Jose Jazz
Festival, for the Los Angeles
Dodgers and Anaheim Angels, the
Los Angeles Latin Jazz Music
Festival, and Los Angeles County
Museum of Art.
ARKAI will perform on July 17
at 5 p.m. ARKAI’s genre-bending
music fuses classical virtuosity with
contemporary technology, forging
new possibilities for what a violin

and cello can be. Winners of the
2021 Astral Artists National
Auditions, their past engagements
have included performances at The
MET Breuer, Rockwood Music
Hall, Juilliard School, Lincoln
Center, Carnegie Hall and the 92nd
Street Y.
Ella Luna performs on Aug. 7 at 5
p.m. Ella Luna is a singer/songwriter
from Denver, Colorado, combining
intimate vocals, raw instruments and
intricate lyrical work.
The city of West Hollywood’s
Summer Sounds Concert Series
finale on Aug. 21 at 5 p.m. will feature M&M The Afro-Persian
Experience (Mehdi Bagheri &
Marcus L. Miller). The AfroPersian Experience is a duo featuring Persian kamancheh master
Mehdi Bagheri and artist/percussionist Marcus L. Miller. Based in
Southern California, the group was
formed in 2016. The music consists
of all original compositions created

by Bagheri & Miller. It is deeply
rooted in the traditions of ancient
Persia and Africa.
The city of West Hollywood’s
2022 Summer Sounds Free
Outdoor Concert Series is organized by the city of West
Hollywood’s
Arts
Division.
Summer Sounds concerts are free to
attend; RSVPs are not required but
are requested. Seating will not be
available. Attendees are encouraged
to bring picnics, picnic blankets and
low chairs. Masks and social distancing recommended. For additional information about the performers and to view the series,
please visit weho.org/summersounds.
For more information about
WeHo Sounds contact Joy Tribble,
the city of West Hollywood’s Arts
Technician, at (323)848-6360 or at
jtribble@weho.org. For people who
are Deaf or hard of hearing, call
TTY (323)848-6496.

‘Roe’ play updated in light of court reversal

Playwright Lisa Loomer has
updated the ending of her acclaimed
play “Roe” in light of the Supreme
Court reversal of Roe v. Wade.
The Fountain, where staged readings of the play are being performed, will also create a 20-foot
memorial wall outside the theater,
where the public is invited to leave
flowers, handwritten messages and
other expressions of grief and anger.
Pre-printed postcards addressed to

the Supreme Court will be available
to the public as a call to action. The
wall will remain up indefinitely.
“Roe” is a fast-moving, fairminded look at the complicated
human beings behind the case, the
challenging years that followed the
court’s fateful decision and the
polarization around the issue in
America today. Originally commissioned through the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival’s American

Revolutions program in a production that traveled to Arena Stage
and Berkeley Rep, “Roe” is the
recipient of both the Jane
Chambers Playwriting Award and
the Pen Award.
Performances are FridaysSundays at 8 p.m. through July 10.
The Fountain Theatre is located
at 5060 Fountain Ave. For information, call (323)663-1525 or go to
fountaintheatre.com.

RIDE Foundation (Robyn &
Italo Dance Events), formed by
Pro-Am ballroom dance partners,
Robyn Shreiber and Italo Elgueta,
held its annual gala event, “Dance
to End Hunger,” benefiting No
Kid Hungry – Share Our
Strength’s campaign to end childhood hunger in the U.S., on
Saturday, June 18 at the City
Market Social House in
Downtown Los Angeles.
The evening featured electric
headline
performances
by
‘Dancing with the Stars’ pros and
married couple, Pasha Pashkov
and Daniella Karagach, and
“World of Dance’s” Karen &

Ricardo. The evening honored
Eileen Davidson, a longtime supporter of No Kid Hungry with the
Artistic Integrity Award and
Cameron Mathison with the
Vanguard Award. Kate Flannery
was the evening’s host. Both the
Artistic Integrity Award and
Vanguard Award are given to individuals in the public eye, who use
their platform to make a change.
RIDE was established in 2016
to create one-of-a-kind dance
events for difference-making
charities, encompassing humane
and ecological causes and featuring the talents of compassionate
stars of the dance world.

U.S. Bicentennial celebrations
include patriotic displays

Grammy Museum provides grants
for research, archiving

The Grammy Museum has
announced that $200,000 in grants
will be awarded to 16 recipients in
the United States to help facilitate
research and support archiving and
preservation programs.
In Los Angeles, the University of
Southern California will receive
$20,000 for a research project on
how nostalgia-evoking music can
temporarily improve autobiographical memory in individuals with
Alzheimer’s disease. The other
awardees are located in cities
throughout the country.
“This year marks the 35th year
that the Grammy Museum and
Recording Academy have part-

nered to provide much deserved
funding for music research and
preservation projects across the
United States and Canada. During
that time, we have awarded more
than $8.1 million to nearly 465
grantees,” said Michael Sticka,
president and CEO of the
Grammy Museum. “As an educational and cultural nonprofit institution, we know firsthand how
critical grant funding is in order to
deliver measurable results and
impact through our mission. This
is why we’re proud to support
these impressive projects that are
at the intersection of music and
science, and work to maintain our

shared musical legacy for generations to come.”
Funded by the Recording
Academy, the Grammy Museum
Grant Program provides money
annually to organizations and individuals to support archiving and
preservation of recorded sound heritage, as well as research projects
related to the impact of music on
the human condition. In 2008, the
GRAMMY
Museum
Grant
Program expanded its categories to
include assistance grants for individuals and small to mid-sized
organizations. For information and
a full list of awardees, visit grammymus

A fife and drum corps marched on Wilshire Boulevard near the La
Brea Tar Pits in this photograph from the May 20, 1976, issue of the
Park Labrea News. The presentation was part of the Southern
California Rapid Transit District’s celebration of the U.S.
Bicentennial. The transit agency, a precursor to Metro, launched Line
1776, which ran on Sundays and took passengers to cultural heritage
sites in Los Angeles, including the La Brea Tar Pits. The celebration
that year also included the Fourth of July American Bicentennial
parade on Wilshire Boulevard.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
June 19 and June 25. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 300 block of N.
Rodeo at 11:26 a.m.

June 19

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 200 block
of Beverly.

At 2:24 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 9700 block of
Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 9300 block of Wilshire
at 10:50 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
S. Almont at 7:30 p.m.

June 24

At 11:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
700 block of Walden.

At 4:26 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8900 block
of Clifton.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 200 block of N. La
Brea at 3 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
N. Canon at 3:37 p.m.

June 20

At 3:52 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 9600
block of Wilshire.

At 12:42 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 400 block of N. Beverly.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 9500 block of Wilshire
at 3:39 p.m.
At 8:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 300 block of
N. Camden.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 400 block of S.
Clark at 8:30 p.m.

June 21
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of S. La Cienega.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
S. EL Camino at 10 a.m.
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Clifton and La
Cienega.

June 22
A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Wilshire and Swall at 3:56 a.m.
At 5:32 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of N. Oakhurst.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Charleville and Roxbury at 7:30
p.m.

June 21
At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 400 block
of N. Norton.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 8500 block of Santa
Monica at 11:30 a.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1000 block of N. Stanley.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8500 block of
Sunset at 6:40 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of N. Harper.

June 22
At 11:55 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 7900 block of
Fountain.

June 23
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1300 block of
N. Sweetzer at 11:33 a.m.
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8400
block of De Longpre.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7100 block of Santa
Monica at 1 a.m.
At 8:14 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Formosa and Fountain at 10 a.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 900 block of N. Martel
at 11 a.m.

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Leland and Vine.

At 3:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1800
block of N. Cahuenga.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7500 block of Melrose
at 7:30 p.m.

A robbery was reported in the
6600 block of Wilshire at 7:45 p.m.

At 8:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of De Longpre and Wilcox.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 600 block of S.
Masselin at 9 p.m.
At 9:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Formosa and Hawthorn.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 800 block of N.
Sierra Bonita at 10:19 p.m.

June 22
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Hollywood and
Cahuenga.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 5600 block of
Wilshire at 2 a.m.
At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of N. Lucerne.

June 20

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 200 block of S.
La Brea at 11:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6500 block of
Selma at 2:30 a.m.

At 12:30 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near
the corner of Fuller and Sunset.

At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Melrose and Orange.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6500 block of
Yucca at 1:23 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Franklin
and Sycamore at 7 a.m.

At 3:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle near the corner of Orange Grove and Wilshire.

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
5000 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 800 block of N.
Wilton at 4:30 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6800
block of De Longpre.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of N. Roxbury.

June 24

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6000 block of
Hollywood at 9 a.m.

June 25

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of N.
Robertson at 4:52 a.m.

At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

At 2:24 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Gregory and La
Cienega.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of N.
Vista at 11 p.m.

At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 8800
block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8500 block of
Olympic at 10:46 a.m.

June 23

June 25

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 500
block of S. Ogden.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
S. Robertson at 2:45 a.m.
At 10:30 a.m., an unknown suspect stole auto parts in the 300
block of S. El Camino.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 700 block of
N. Crescent at 11:30 a.m.
At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a commercial theft in
the 300 block of N. Canon.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
S. Clark at 9:34 p.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

At 12:45 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 8400 block of Santa Monica.
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 800 block of Larrabee at 1:05
a.m.
At 6:35 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1200
block of N. Fairfax.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1400 block of N.
Laurel at 12:14 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Fountain and Olive.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5400 block of
Santa Monica at 5 p.m.
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of S. Burnside.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1100 block of S.
Beverly at 5:30 p.m.
At 6:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary near the corner of Cahuenga and De Longpre.

At 12:01 a.m.., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft near
the corner of La Brea and Ninth.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 200 block of S.
Saint Andrews at 5 a.m.
At 6:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6000
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of N. La
Cienega at 3:19 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 600
block of S. Detroit.

June 24

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 300 block of N.
Robertson at 9 p.m.

At 12:05 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
5200 block of Wilshire.

June 21

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 5900 block of
Hollywood at 4:30 a.m.

June 19

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8700 block of
Melrose at 10:59 p.m.

At 1:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Hilldale and Santa Monica.

Los Angeles Police
Department

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Wetherly and Wilshire at 6:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8900 block of
Santa Monica at 2:20 a.m.

June 19

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1300 block of N. Orange
at 3:10 a.m.

At 7:30 p.m. an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of S. Doheny.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 800
block of N. Larrabee.

At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
1700 block of N. Hudson.

At 3:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of S. San Vicente.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
Oakhurst at 8:05 p.m.

June 20

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7200 block of Franklin at
4 a.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Lilian and
Elanor at 3:45 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 900 block of N.
Sweetzer at 7:50 a.m.

At 4:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of La Brea and Second.

At 5:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 900
block of N. Orange.

June 23

At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 900
block of N. La Cienega.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1000 block of Point
View at 8 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6200 block of
Hollywood at 5:50 a.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of
Rosewood and Citrus at 7:40 a.m.

At 11 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 500 block of N.
Bedford.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1000 block of
Sweetzer at 10 p.m.

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
5600 block of Wilshire.

At 9:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Cherokee and Hollywood.

At 10:30 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 5500
block of Sierra Vista.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 200 block of S. Arnaz
at 3 p.m.
At 5:43 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported near the corner of
Camden and Santa Monica.

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of Oakhurst.

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1600
block of N. Las Palmas.

At 11:50 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
6500 block of Fountain.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Selma and Vine at 2:30 p.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Holt and Third.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 5600 block of
Wilshire at 8:23 p.m.

June 25
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

INCOME TAX

ALL YEAR
INCOME TAX

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com
Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW CLIENTS
5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036

Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970

Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program.

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Ways to subscribe

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.

323.393.5238

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of

as seen on YouTube!

HANDYMAN
HONEST HANDYMAN
DOES IT ALL
Serving the Westside for 32 years
• Plumbing • Electrical
• Roofing • Tile • Flooring
• Painting • A/C Repair
Carpentry • Drywall
• Windows • Decks
• Kitchen & Bath Specialist

FORT CONSTRUCTION
General Contractors
Call Manny

(310)729-9612
(424)284-3314

Lic#465817 Bonded • Insured

fortconstructionla.com

HELP WANTED
Management Analyst for
wholesale co. in LA.
Mail resume to Kousa
International LLC, 6300
Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1400
Los Angeles, CA 90048.

WE PUBLISH
LEGAL NOTICES!

Send inquiries to
karen@beverlypress.com

“Our People Our Places” magazine!

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Picnic scavengers
5. Provides
10. Cries of surprise
14. Look (over)
15. Duplicate
16. Sparkling wine
17. Brit. royal title
20. Move with stealth
21. Sea dogs
22. Seattle Storms’ org.
25. Foul
26. Big book
30. Temptations
33. The EU flag has twelve of these
35. Oar
36. By way of
39. Lion
42. Compass point
43. Festive holiday celebrations
44. Pioneer's transportation
45. French seaport
46. ___ War, famed race horse
47. Old hat
51. Recipe amts.
54. Ape
57. Grapevine tidbits
62. Mozart opera
65. Annapolis inits.
66. Itsy-bitsy bits
67. Biting insect
68. And others: abbr.

69. Carpentry grooves
70. Alarm
Down

1. Datebook abbr.
2. “Me neither”
3. Cause to fall
4. Propelled
5. Dress up
6. ___ Miserables
7. Internet addresses
8. Asteroid
9. Divan
10. Seat of Marion County, Fla.
11. Head surrounds
12. Blatant
13. Brazen
18. Unnerve
19. Tight end Kellen
23. Ferment
24. Most crafty
26. Sounds of disapproval
27. James ___ who coined the phrase
“taxation without representation”
28. Locks in a barn?
29. Joule fraction
31. Party participants
32. Little toymaker
34. Oil source
36. 1971 Chevrolet
37. “The heat ___!”
38. ___ time

40. Stole
41. Sheepish computer memory?
47. Put out
48. “It’s ___-see!” (rave review)
49. City near Florence
50. Rip off
52. Printing equipment
53. Phoenix player
55. Hopper
56. European trade arrangement

58. Irk
59. Look at flirtatiously
60. Big flightless bird
61. Box-office draw
63. The fox in Disney’s “The Fox and the
Hound”
64. Med. care provider
answers on page 31
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AJU appoints vice president for Jewish engagement
American Jewish University
announced on June 29 that Rabbi
Tarlan Rabizadeh, current director of
student life at the University of
California Los Angeles Hillel and
the Simha and Sara Lainer Senior
Jewish Educator, will serve as AJU’s
next vice president for Jewish
engagement, effective Aug. 15.
Rabbi Rabizadeh will direct the
university’s Maas Center for Jewish
Journeys
and
the
Miller
Introduction to Judaism Program,
and will supervise the Ziering
Brandeis Collegiate Institute,
Community Mikveh, and the marriage for life and opening doors
courses. The programs at American
Jewish University draw students
from a broad geographic region,
reflecting a population diverse in
culture, background, religion, values and perspectives.
“We are honored to bring Rabbi
Tarlan Rabizadeh onto our senior
leadership team during a time of
strategic transformation at AJU,”
said Dr. Jeffrey Herbst, president
of American Jewish University.
“With previous experience engaging college students at UCLA and
non-Jews, Jews by choice or those
on the periphery of Jewish life, I
am confident that Rabbi Tarlan
will be a fantastic leader, bringing
new ideas and vision to our

diverse programs and offerings at
AJU.”
Rabizadeh was ordained at
Hebrew Union College-JIR, served
as the Jewish Emergent Network
Fellow at the Kitchen in San
Francisco and was a Milken
Community High School faculty
member. Within her new role at
AJU, Rabizadeh will lead an effort
to ensure that AJU programming is
ubiquitous across the country.
As a Persian Jew in an overwhelmingly Ashkenazi community,
Rabizadeh has made it her mission
to bridge the gap between the communities, encouraging learning
from other traditions and cultures.
At UCLA, she facilitated conversations between Ashkenazi and
Mizrahi Jews on Jewish rituals and
practices to help students understand each other’s perspectives and
differences. She aims to create more
meaningful and inclusive Jewish
experiences across the North
American Jewish community.
“With gratitude and appreciation,
I am thrilled to join AJU in this
capacity as vice president for
Jewish engagement,” Rabizadeh
said. “Teaching and curriculum
writing is my passion, and having
worked with the Miller Intro to
Judaism Program for many years, I
have seen first-hand how it’s been

Shakespeare returns to Griffith
The
Griffith
Park
Free
Shakespeare Festival returns for an
entire summer of free theater, first
with Francis Beaumont’s rarely performed satire, “The Knight of the
Burning Pestle,” followed on Aug. 6
by Shakespeare’s “Macbeth.”
Independent Shakespeare Co.
enacts a commitment to diversity,
equity, inclusion and access with
casts that are diverse in ethnicity
and crew and staff that are predominantly women. Admission is free to
make theater accessible to all
Angelenos.
The family friendly production of
“The Knight of the Burning Pestle”
will be a Los Angeles premiere.
Though written by Shakespeare’s
friend Francis Beaumont in the 17th
century, the performance will be a
hilarious, very L.A. adaptation.
Pre-show events including
“Players in the Park” on July 16, a

“Celebrate the Summer Pre-Show
Faire” on July 30 and cos-players or
those who want to dress up for a fun
night out can join the “Night of
Knights” on July 21.
Additionally, throughout the festival the organization is accepting
hygiene supply kit donations to support the work of SELAH
Neighborhood Homeless Coalition.
The limited time engagement of
“The Knight of the Burning Pestle”
beings on July 2 with performances
through July 31. “Macbeth” will
open on Aug. 6. Due to limited
space, registration is required.
The plays will be performed at
the dell at the top of the Old Zoo.
This is the same location as last
year’s “The Tempest,” but further
up the hill from the company’s
usual site. They can provide two
reserved chairs along with a parking
spot along the fire road. A map to

photo courtesy of AJU

Rabbi Tarlan Rabizadeh said she
is excited to serve in her new role
at the university.

able to change lives. Being a
female Persian rabbi has afforded
me the insight to prioritize diverse
understandings of Judaism in how I
meet my students where they are in
their journeys. AJU’s mission to
engage and educate a diverse group
of students on a Jewish journey
excites me, and I am inspired to be
part of such a prominent Jewish
institution. I look forward to joining Dr. Herbst and a highly committed board and staff in leading
innovative and inclusive developments at the university.”
American Jewish University is
located at 15600 Mulholland Drive.
For information, visit aju.edu.
the location will be sent with confirmation. For information and to register, visit, iscla.org or call (818)7106306.

photo by Mike Ditz

Bukola Ogunmola plays Rae in
“The Knight of Burning Pestle.”

Academy Museum of Motion
Pictures welcomes trio of trustees
The Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures has announced
the election of three new members
to its Board of Trustees effective
July 1.
Dr. Eric Esrailian, a film producer, philanthropist, physician
and entrepreneur who is involved
in philanthropic efforts connecting health, human rights, education and the arts.
Julia S. Gouw, the chairwoman
of Piermont Bank, philanthropist,
arts patron and prominent proponent for advancing AAPI representation in entertainment.
Shira Ruderman, executive
director of the Ruderman Family
Foundation, whose philanthropic
efforts have helped to improve the
portrayal of disabilities in entertainment and increase the number
of roles that cast actors with disabilities, in addition to her philanthropy focused on the American
Jewish community.
These three new trustees bring
diverse perspectives around arts,
philanthropy and inclusion as well
as wide-ranging and vital professional experiences to the governing body of the Academy
Museum. As the museum ends its
first operating fiscal year in excellent shape – more than 570,000

tickets have been sold since the
September 30, 2021 opening –
these new trustees will help continue the evolution and success of
the project.
“We are thrilled to welcome
these three extraordinary leaders,
who have already done so much to
advance our community, and the
industry at large, through their
commitment to diversity, innovation and excellence,” Ted
Sarandos, board chair and coCEO of Netflix, said.
“I join Ted and the entire
Academy Museum Board of
Trustees in welcoming Eric, Julia
and Shira,” Academy Museum
director and president and incoming Academy CEO Bill Kramer
said. “We have strong working relationships with all of them, and they
have helped us open the Academy
Museum in a powerful way. Their
strong executive experience, profound philanthropic spirit and dedication to the goals of diversity and
inclusion will be invaluable to us.
They will help us tell the rich and
varied stories of cinema to Los
Angeles and the world.”
The Academy Museum is located at 6067 Wilshire Blvd. For
information, visit academymuseum.org.

LAUSD reaches labor agreement
Los Angeles Unified School
District Superintendent Alberto M.
Carvalho announced on June 22
that the district has reached a twoyear tentative agreement with its
labor partners to continue to provide health and welfare benefits to
more than 95,000 employees and
retirees.
“As I shared during the recent Los
Angeles Unified budget presentations, it is my intention to provide our
employees with high-quality health
care,” Carvalho said. “I look forward
to continuing to collaborate with
labor partners to reach fair and equi-

table agreements in the best interest
of our students and families.”
“We are delighted to have
reached an agreement and are
pleased with Superintendent
Carvalho’s commitment to continue to provide healthcare for
employees and retirees,” said
Adriana Salazar Avila, Teamsters
Local 572 business representative
and health benefits committee
negotiations chair.
The agreement is subject to ratification by labor partners and adoption by the district’s Board of
Education.
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Tar Pits celebrate the Ice Age
Through Labor Day, visitors can
enjoy special programming at La
Brea Tar Pits and Museum that celebrates one of the Ice Age’s mightiest predators, the saber-toothed cat.
This summer, guests can experience
fantastic tours and programs, witness the Ice Age coming to life in
“Ice Age Encounters” performances, help scientists with their
discoveries and engage in specially
guided tours.
As the first confirmed fossil
found at La Brea Tar Pits, sabertoothed cats are iconic symbols of

Ice Age Los Angeles and California
as a whole. In 1974, the sabertoothed cat was officially designated as our state fossil. Just like L.A.,
saber-toothed cats have killer vibes.
This powerful predator is captured
perfectly in its scientific name,
Smilodon fatalis, coming from the
Greek smilodon for “blade” and
“tooth,” and the Latin fatalis for
“deadly.”
A self-guided scavenger hunt with
La Brea Tar Pits’ Saber-tooth highlights is the purrfect starting place.
The excavator tours are daily

‘Evan Hansen’ is at the Ahmanson
The winner of six Tony Awards,
including Best Musical, “Dear
Evan Hansen,” is running at the
Center Theatre Group / Ahmanson
Theatre through July 31. The production returns to the Ahmanson
following its record-breaking soldout run in 2018.
“Dear Evan Hansen” features a
book by Tony Award-winner Steven
Levenson (“Fosse/Verdon”), a score
by Grammy, Tony and Academy
Award winners Benj Pasek and
Justin Paul (“La La Land,” “The
Greatest Showman”) and direction
by four-time Tony Award nominee
Michael Greif (“Rent,” “Next to

Normal”).
The cast for year four of the Tony
Award-winning musical’s recordbreaking national tour includes
Anthony Norman as the title role
Evan Hansen, Coleen Sexton as his
mother, Heidi Hansen and Lili
Thomas as Cynthia Murphy, mother to Zoe and Connor. Pablo
Laucerica and Micaela Lamas also
join the onstage company as family
friend Jared Kleinman and classmate Alana Beck. John Hemphill,
Nikhil Saboo and Alaina Anderson
all remain with the tour, continuing
their roles as Larry Murphy,
Connor Murphy and Zoe Murphy,

‘Terrible Show’ scores encore
performances at Broadwater

“A Terrible Show for Terrible
People” will have an encore performance at the Broadwater Black
Box on July 2 at 7 p.m.
“A Terrible Show for Terrible
People” is a unique entertainment,
non-verbal (i.e., there are only two
spoken words) physical comedy,
with movement, dance, brief
video clips, burlesque, some audience participation and some props.
Prominent among the props are
pickles. The show was the winner
of the Best Comedy and Best of
Broadwater awards at the
Hollywood Fringe Festival.

The show is created and performed by Bonnie He and produced
by He and James Carroll. The show
is recommended for audiences 13
years old and above due to some
suggestive content. The runtime is
45 minutes.
Tickets as $12. 50% of proceeds
from tickets sales will be donated to
Planned Parenthood when using the
code PLANNEDPARENTHOOD
at checkout. To purchase, visit hollywoodfringe.org/projects/6450.
The Broadwater Black Box is
located at 6322 Santa Monica
Blvd.

Hollywood Fringe Festival announces
Producers’ Award winners

The winners of the Hollywood
Encore Producers’ Award have
been announced by the Hollywood
Fringe Festival 2022. The shows
are selected by participating venues
based on artistic merit, commercial
potential and developmental possibilities. These shows have received
a valuable extension giving them
the opportunity for additional audience, press, awards and opportunities for longer runs at these venues
or other venues throughout the city
and beyond. The Hollywood Fringe

Festival has announced the its winners and extensions, with encores
running through July 31.
Some of the titles honored
include “Blood Pig,” “A Dream at
the End of Time” and “What About
Dad.”
For information on the individual
shows, contact the producer of the
show through the show’s page at
hollywoodfringe.org.
For information about the
Hollywood Encore Producers’Award
visit hollywoodencores.com.

Toy donations sought for children

L.A. Sanitation’s City Facilities
Recycling Program will collect new
and gently used toys through Aug.
26 as part of its annual toy drive.
Residents can donate toys at sites
throughout the city, including the
West Los Angeles District Yard at
2027 Stoner Ave.
The city is seeking educational
games and toys, video games and
consoles, dolls and stuffed animals,
and toys for children with special

needs and disabilities. No toys that
resemble weapons will be accepted.
The donated toys will be provided to the Los Angeles County Toy
Loan Program, which provides
access to toys to more than 30,000
low-income children each year. For
information and a complete list of
toy drive drop-off locations, call
(213)485-2260,
or
email
san.cfrp@lacity.org.

from 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m., starting at
the Fossil Lab. Sabor-tooth Cat
Chats are at the same location every
day at 3 p.m.
The July 22 event Fossilized and
Realized: Tar Pits Video Festival
will feature a selection of videos
submitted by the public, a screening
of a new film about La Brea Tar Pits
by moderator and host Nic Cha Kim
and a discussion on the museum’s
significance in art and popular culture with the Natural History
Museum’s Archivist Yolanda Bustos
and artist in residence Mark Dion.
For
information,
visit
tarpits.org/saber-toothed-summer.
The La Brea Tar Pits and Museum
is located at 5801 Wilshire Blvd.

Enjoy the “Ice Age Encounters” live stage show this summer at the La
Brea Tar Pits & Museum.

respectively.
The cast also includes Jeffrey
Cornelius as the Evan alternate and
understudies Valeria Ceballos, Ian
Coursey, Reese Sebastian Diaz,
Gillian Jackson Han, Isabel
Santiago, Daniel Robert Sulivan,
Kelsey Venter and Pierce Wheeler.
Tickets for “Dear Evan Hansen”
are currently on sale and start at
$40. They are available through
centertheatregroup.org, audience
services at (213)972-4400 or in person at the Center Theatre Group
Box Offices (at the Ahmanson
Theatre) at The Music Center, 135
N. Grand Ave. Performances run
Tuesday through Friday at 8 p.m.,
Saturday at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., and
Sunday at 1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Anthony Norman appears in “Dear Evan Hansen,” playing through July
31 at the Ahmanson Theatre.

photo courtesy of La Brea Tar Pits & Museum

photo by Evan Zimmerman for MurphyMade

Paramount hosts ‘Back on the Block’

On July 9 Concern Foundation’s
47th Annual Block Party will be
“Back on the Block” at Paramount
Studios Hollywood after two years
of virtual events. The event is
expected to be attended by over
3,500 guests with a goal to exceed
their previous record of $1.8 million raised for cancer research.
The backlot streets will be filled
with plenty of musical and interactive entertainment on multiple
stages featuring the Tom Nolan
Band, D’ City Sound & Events and
the Vibrato Grill Jazz stage.

Throughout the venue guests will
find photo studios, lounges, casino
style gaming and spa services provided by the Beauty Bus
Foundation. One of the highlights of
the evening will be the online silent
and live auctions underwritten by
Zacuto Group that will feature items
and packages including one-of-akind opportunities, concert and
event tickets, restaurants, staycations, golf packages and other items
donated by the community.
This year Concern will be honoring entrepreneurs, philanthropists

and community leaders Janet
Crown and Steve Robinson with
the first ever Larry Powell Spirit of
Concern Award, named for one of
the founders of the organization.
For the 16th year, Concern is honored to celebrate The Best of LA
2022 on Los Angeles magazine’s
street, which will feature lounges,
photo booths, food stations and DJ
dancing. Los Angeles magazine will
donate $25,000 to Concern to help
further the organization’s mission.
The event starts at 6 p.m.
Paramount Studios is located at
5515 Melrose Ave. For tickets and
information, visit concernfoundation.org.
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GenSpace hosts rooftop concert
On Sunday, July 10, Wallis
Annenberg GenSpace will host a
summer afternoon of classical
music with a free rooftop concert
by acclaimed string quartet The
ABC+ Ensemble, presented as part
of LACMA’s Classical Around
Town concert series.
Held on the roof of the Audrey
Irmas Pavilion – just above
GenSpace – on the campus of the
Wilshire Boulevard Temple, the
concert will provide GenSpace and
LACMA members, guests and supporters sweeping views of the L.A.
skyline, gorgeous music and the
chance to visit the newly-opened
community center. Light refresh-

ments will be served, and tours of
GenSpace will be available.
LACMA’s hour-long Classical
Around Town concerts feature a
string quartet of leading BIPOC
musicians performing family
friendly music. They are fun, informal and intimate presentations
geared toward families and those
who enjoy and want to learn more
about classical music in an informal
setting.
GenSpace, the vision of philanthropist Wallis Annenberg, is an
innovative, modern community
space dedicated to enriching and
expanding the lives of older adults.
Located in the heart of Los

Red Cross seeks blood donations
As summer officially begins and
people gather for holiday celebrations, the American Red Cross
reminds communities that patients
are counting on the generosity of
blood and platelet donors, especially around the Fourth of July.
The Red Cross sees about a 21%
decline in blood and platelet donations during holiday weeks, including Independence Day. When blood
donations drop, so does the blood
supply, making it extremely challenging to ensure blood is available
when hospitals need it.
By scheduling and keeping
appointments in July, donors can
help provide for those in immediate
need of lifesaving care.
As a thank you for helping, all
those who come to give between

June 30-July 10 will receive an
exclusive Red Cross recycled cotton tote bag, while supplies last.
Donors will have an opportunity
to give blood in Beverly Hills from
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on July 14 at
the Beverly Hills Fire Department,
445 N. Rexford Drive.
Donors will have multiple opportunities in Los Angeles – from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. on July 5 at Eagle
Rock Plaza, 2700 Colorado Blvd.,
and The Music Center Annex, 601
W. Temple St. On July 6, residents
can donate from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Banc of California Stadium, 3939
S. Figueroa St. and from 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. at Westfield Century City,
10250 Santa Monica Blvd.
Donations will be taken from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. on July 7 at Elysian

Lauren Aviram of Beverly Hills
has been named to the Muhlenberg
College Dean’s List for the Spring
2022 semester.
Muhlenberg College students and
Muhlenberg College School of
Continuing Studies students with a
term GPA of 3.50 or higher are recognized for this academic achievement.
Founded in 1848, Muhlenberg is a
highly selective, private, four-year
residential, liberal arts college offering baccalaureate and graduate programs. With an enrollment of
approximately 2,200 students,
Muhlenberg College is dedicated to
shaping creative, compassionate,

collaborative leaders through rigorous academic programs in the arts,
humanities, natural sciences and
social sciences; selected preprofessional programs, including accounting, business, education and public
health; and progressive workforcefocused post-baccalaureate certificates and master's degrees. Located
in Allentown, Pennsylvania, approximately 90 miles west of New York
City, Muhlenberg is a member of the
Centennial Conference, competing
in 22 varsity sports. Muhlenberg is
affiliated with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.
For information, visit muhlenberg.edu.

Beverly Hills resident named to
Muhlenberg College Dean’s List

Youth talent competition set
for Hollywood

Society Performers in Nationals
is the world’s leading talent competition series held annually in
Hollywood. This year, the event
will be held July 1-5.
SPiN brings together young talent ages 5-17 nationwide to compete in front of judges comprised of
celebrities, talent agents, talent
managers and casting directors.
SPiN event founder Joe Lorenzo
has cultivated some of today’s most
popular young stars as a renowned
Hollywood talent manager, casting
director and now as CEO of Society
Performers Academy where he is
working to give kids and parents
kids the opportunity to train, coach
and develop their craft.
Confirmed presenters, judges and
attendees include Jack Griffo
(Nickelodeon’s
“The

Thundermans”), Dani Nicolet
(CW’s “The Flash,” “Supergirl”),
Elias Harger (Netflix’s “Fuller
House”) and Raphael Alejandro
(Disney Channel’s “Bunk’d”).
“I am so excited we get to be in
person again this year for SPiN.
My staff, VIPS, parents and performers are all looking forward to
this year’s SPiN in July in
Hollywood,” Lorenzo said.
Society Performers Academy,
which puts on the event, trains and
develops young talents, ages 7-17
for television, film, commercials,
voiceover and markets to talent
agents, talent managers and casting
directors.
SPiN will be held at the Loews
Hotel – Hollywood at 1755 North
Highland Ave. For information,
visit societyperformers.com.

Angeles, GenSpace is helping to
reimagine aging through connection, classes, partnerships and
events, while also launching a leadership initiative to ignite a new
national conversation on aging.
Doors open at 1 p.m., and the
concert will run from 2 to 3 p.m.
Admission is free.
Visitors will be asked to provide
photo ID and proof of COVID-19
vaccination or proof of a negative
COVID-19 test administered within
72 hours. To learn more about the
mission and programming of
GenSpace, visit annenberggenspace.org.
To register, visit eventbrite.com
/e/genspace-hosts-summer-rooftopconcert-in-collaboration-withlacma-tickets-372425343227.

Wallis Annenberg GenSpace will present classical music on July 10.

Masonic Lodge, 1900 N. Vermont
Ave. On July 10, donations will be
taken from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Westwood Presbyterian Church,
10822 Wilshire Blvd., and from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 2 p.m.,
Crenshaw Christian Center, 7901 S.
Vermont Ave. The Crenshaw
Christian Center will also take
donations from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
July 12.
The Los Angeles Police
Department’s Olympic Division,
1130 S. Vermont Ave., will host a
blood drive from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. on July 11.
On July 15, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
donations will be accepted at the
Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles
Medical Center, 1515 N. Vermont
Ave.
At a time when health information has never been more important,
the Red Cross is screening all

blood, platelet and plasma donations from self-identified African
American donors for the sickle cell
trait.
The screening will provide Black
donors with an additional health
insight and help the Red Cross
identify compatible blood types
more quickly to help patients with
sickle cell disease. Blood transfusion is an essential treatment for
those with sickle cell disease, and
blood donations from individuals of
the same race, ethnicity and blood
type have a unique ability to help
patients fighting sickle cell disease.
Donors can expect to receive
sickle cell trait screening results, if
applicable, within one to two weeks
through the Red Cross Blood
Donor App and the online donor
portal at RedCrossBlood.org.
To participate, download the
American Red Cross Blood Donor

photo courtesy of GenSpace

photo courtesy of Red Cross

Donors are encouraged to give
blood to prevent a shortage for
patients in need. Several blood drives will be held during the month
of July.

App, visit RedCrossBlood.org, call
(800)RED CROSS or enable the
Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa
Echo device to make an appointment or for more information.
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Roe decision denounced in L.A., BH, WeHo
From page 1
Nithya Raman, 4th District, introduced a motion on June 28 that
called for a ban on city resources
being used to cooperate with outof-state investigations in detaining
any person procuring, performing
or aiding in abortion care. The
motion also seeks to investigate the
feasibility of allocating funds to
subsidize costs for people coming
to Los Angeles for abortion care.
“[The] Supreme Court decision
dealt a devastating blow to our civil
liberties,” Raman said. “As we
move forward in this new reality,
we must ensure that Los Angeles
acts as a sanctuary city for those
seeking or assisting abortion care
from outside our borders.”
“Women should not live in fear of
making the trip to Los Angeles for
essential, legal, safe health care, just
to be detained or receive criminal
charges in their home state,” said
Los Angeles City Council President
Nury Martinez, 6th District. “Our
city will not stand to serve as an
extension of these conservative
states. We will not do the heartless
bidding of lawmakers that don’t
believe women deserve bodily
autonomy.”
The city of Beverly Hills lit City
Hall pink on June 24 in support of
women’s reproductive rights.
“[The] decision is absolutely devastating,” Beverly Hills Mayor Lili
Bosse said. “These are human
rights being taken away in a show of
disrespect to women and my heart
breaks for those who sacrificed so
much to bring us those freedoms.”
West Hollywood Mayor Pro
Tempore Sepi Shyne encouraged
those needing care to come to West
Hollywood.
“Come to our city, we will welcome you with open arms and give
you the safe medical care that you
need through our partnership with
Planned Parenthood,” Shyne said.
She said she and fellow West
Hollywood Councilwoman Lindsey
Horvath are reaching out to the state
legislature to try and change or narrowly amend the law that prevents

cities from giving public benefits to
people who are not local residents.
West Hollywood Councilman
John Erickson, who works at
Planned Parenthood, said the nonprofit has been preparing for the
decision.
“We are ready,” Erickson said.
“We’ve been seeing the eradication
to the federal right to a legal abortion for quite some time, and that’s
why the forward-thinking nature of
Planned Parenthood Los Angeles
has been getting ready for this
moment.”
Shyne spoke at a rally in West
Hollywood Park on June 24, organized by the West Hollywood City
Council, that offered a strong
rebuke of the Supreme Court decision, specifically speaking to how
the decision could marginalize
people in states with anti-abortion
laws.
“We know from history what is
next,” Shyne said. “Most people
cannot afford to fly to the other
states including California that will
continue to provide abortion rights.
Most of those people are Black and
other people of color and all of
them low income. We know from
history what is next. Fear, anxiety,
back-alley abortions, forced birth
and death. That is why I am filled
with rage.”
Several other speakers, ranging
from local officials to activists and
women, spoke about their abortion
experiences, including local resident Angela de Silva, who shared
her personal story.
“Even though in my heart I
know I made the right choice, and I
don’t have any regrets, this decision is still not one that any person
wants to make,” de Silva said. “It is
not taken lightly, and the fact that
this choice is about to be stripped
away from so many people makes
me infuriated and also just devastated. We all know this is only ending safe abortion, and I fear for
those who won’t have the means to
leave their state to get the support
they need.”

“Our union represents 32,000
workers who are mostly immigrant
women of color,” Unite Here Local
11 worker Laura Banuet said. “We
represent workers in Arizona who
are in a fight for their lives. This is
why our union knows exactly what
is at stake and who is at the biggest
disadvantage when it comes to
accessible reproductive care ...
working women of color.”
Following an hour of speeches,
the large crowd marched east on
Santa Monica Boulevard, stopping
at the Planned Parenthood offices.
An emphasis in many of the
speeches highlighted other landmark decisions that could be overturned. In his concurrent opinion,
Justice Clarence Thomas cited
three cases he thought should be
revisited, including Obergefell v.
Hodges, which made same-sex
marriage legal.
Erickson warned that if the
Republican party were to gain control of Congress and the presidency,
these decisions could be codified
into national law.
“If Republicans have the majority and the votes to pass an abortion
ban, which they have already signaled if you’ve been watching
[Sen.] Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.)
and what he’s been saying to do,
that’s something they could do,”
Erickson said.
“The criminalization of abortion,
which is what Republicans want, is
an attack on bodily autonomy and
an attack on an individual’s right
not to be pregnant,” U.S. Rep. Ted
Lieu (D-Torrance) said.
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Burbank)
said that codifying abortion rights
into law now must be a major legislative priority. Last September,
the U.S. House of Representatives
passed a law that would have granted access to abortion rights to
women throughout the entire country, but the bill failed to overcome
the Senate’s 60-vote filibuster.
“I really think senators are going
to need to decide what are their priorities, to maintain some arcane

Series promotes mental wellness
From page 1
tion during the pandemic.
“I do feel that when we nourish
our mental wellness, we’re also
nourishing each other as a community, and I think we spent so much
time apart, which I do believe
affected everybody, I think this is
an opportunity for us to heal,” she
said.

The mayor said it was important
for the city to address those lingering issues head-on, so officials
sought speakers who are leaders in
the field of mental wellness. She
said additional speakers will be
announced later, and she is trying
to host a series every couple of
months.

photo by Rance Collins

The West Hollywood City Council led a march in opposition to the
Supreme Court’s reversal of Roe v. Wade on June 24.

rule of Senate practice, or is it to
protect the health care of women in
their constituencies? It’s an easy
decision as far as I’m concerned,
but as long as senators elevate the
filibuster over doing the right thing,
people’s lives are going to be put at
risk,” Schiff said.
“The only option is for
Congress to pass a law to restore
women’s reproduction rights and
ensure control over their own
health care,” Sen. Dianne Feinstein
said. “Anything short of that devalues the lives of women and signals

they can’t be trusted to make decisions about their own bodies.”
Erickson reminded angry citizens
that voting in November is paramount.
“Donate to your local abortion
provider, make sure that we are
telling our stories because that does
have the power to change a lot of
people’s minds and ensure that
you’re not only registered to vote,
but that everyone that you know is
taking action and voting and organizing because the fight starts
now,” Erickson said.

County monkeypox cases increase
The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health has
confirmed local transmission of
monkeypox in the county, as some
of the more recent of the 22 cases
of monkeypox in L.A. County thus
far have no history of international
or out-of-state travel. There have
been no hospitalizations or deaths.
Anyone can get and spread
monkeypox, but some of the
recent cases identified have been
among gay, bisexual and other
men who have sex with men who
attended large events where the
exposure to monkeypox may have
occurred. The health department is
working with event organizers to
notify attendees of potential exposure.
While supplies of monkeypox
vaccine are limited, the health

department is offering the JYNNEOS vaccine in a targeted manner to reach individuals at higher
risk of monkeypox, which
includes people who are known
close contacts to someone diagnosed with monkeypox and individuals who attended an event
where they may have had skin-toskin contact with someone who
later tested positive for monkeypox virus.
As vaccine supply increases, the
health department will focus on
making the monkeypox vaccine
available for other high-risk
groups in an effort to prevent
widespread community transmission.
For information, visit publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/mon
keypox.

“When we think of health, we
think of our physical health, but to
be a healthy person, it has to come
from within,” Bosse added.
The city will host Eger from
10:30-11:30 a.m. on July 15 at
City Hall, 455 N. Rexford Drive.
For information, visit beverlyhills.org/mentalwellness.

Rainy
Season
is here!
Call Now!

Housing project undergoing EIR phase
From page 7
ances from the city. Because it
would be located within blocks of a
future subway station at Wilshire
Boulevard and La Brea Avenue, it
is being considered under the city’s
Transit Oriented Community
Program, which offers density
incentives for projects within a
half-mile of major transit stops in
exchange for the inclusion of
affordable housing.
Alison Simard, a spokesman for
Councilman Paul Koretz, said he
has not taken a position on the project.
“Councilmember
Koretz
believes that the proposed project
could bring benefits to the commu-

nity through affordable and market
rate housing as well as the provision of publicly accessible open
space at the rear of the site,” she
said. “However, Councilmember
Koretz has heard the comments and
concerns recently raised by some
community members and adjacent
residents. As these concerns were
raised fairly recently, the council
member appreciates that the applicant is working to ensure that these
concerns are properly addressed or
mitigated as the project undergoes
the city’s review process. The council member is currently awaiting
the applicant’s response to decide
on next steps.”

Representatives of the developer
said the project is currently undergoing an environmental review and
they hope to present the plan to the
Los Angeles City Council’s
Planning and Land Use Committee
in August. If that committee grants
approval, the project will move to
consideration by the full City
Council. Dates have not been
scheduled for city hearings. The
goal is to begin construction in
2022, and the project is expected to
take 32 months to complete.
Shabsis said it has not been determined yet what will happen to
existing tenants at the strip mall
who remain in leases.

Full Serivce Residential and
Commercial Roofer
Locally owned & operated since 1925.
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts
• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood
(323)469-2981
www.supremerooﬁng.com
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WeHo budget removes sheriff’s deputies
From page 1
issues with the shifts in public safety funding.
“I would not vote for a budget
where the number of sheriff’s
sworn personnel was being cut,”
Meister said. “Most of the residents
and businesses I have heard from
are opposed to cutting the sheriff’s
budget. They are outraged that
people from outside our city are
dictating to council how to run our
city. I refuse to buy into the narrative of it’s ‘either or’ – either sheriff’s or social services, either sheriff’s or unarmed security teams
(like Block by Block). This narrative is false, and it’s dangerous. Our
city is well-funded. We can do it all.
We are already increasing social
services programs to deal with
homelessness, mental health issues,
nutrition issues, etc. We already
voted to increase the number of
unarmed security teams and fixed
security kiosks on our commercial
corridors.
Part of Erickson’s concern was
lack of hiring in the Block by Block
program.
“I support the concept, but I have
concerns with how it would be
effectively implemented given that
my colleague Mayor Meister and I

back in March 2021 attempted to
do this expansion [without cutting
deputies] in our commercial corridors, and it has yet to happen,”
Erickson said in a statement on
Twitter. “I asked the city manager
whether or not the city would be
even able to find, train and hire
enough BBB ambassadors given
the ambitious timeline presented
and then ensure that the community
was educated and updated. ‘No,’
was the answer given, and we were
told the city was still waiting to fulfill not only our existing BBB contract but also the addition that
myself and the mayor asked for
back in March 2021.
“What was originally before us
was a balanced, fiscally responsible
budget that I was prepared to support. It brought back one LASD
deputy for entertainment policing
and didn’t include more supplemental funding for them, and didn’t cut
existing community safety options.”
Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne,
meanwhile, felt the approved budget was “pragmatic.”
“[The motion] was not extreme in
any way, and everybody gets what
they want at the end of this motion,”
Shyne said.

D’Amico proposed an incremental reduction to the deputies, which
was added to the budget motion.
Two deputies are expected to be
eliminated within 90 days. Six
months afterwards, another three
will be reassigned, pending a
review by the council.
“We may look and say, ‘Wow,
this is really being well-received by
our residents and people are safer,
let’s make 50 Block by Block
[ambassadors].’ This is a work in
progress, and it moves the needle in
a way that we actually are reallocating funding in a smart, pragmatic
way that meets the needs of our residents,” Shyne said.
“In my mind, this is an increase
of safety services with 30 additional
eyes on the street working directly
with the residents and two fewer
deputies this fall,” D’Amico said.
“This increase in public safety services is not a cut. It’s a rebalance of
a lopsided system that we hope will
help people feel safer and think
about safety more.”
Capt. Bill Moulder, of the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station, was
disappointed with the council’s
decision.
“We would like to thank all the

Project to redevelop Saks Fifth Avenue
From page 1
“But, I think it’ll be one more
world-class project that’s going into
our city that’s going to help maintain and even take the city to a higher level of luxury,” he added.
Johnson referenced the LVMH
Cheval Blanc proposal and the
approved One Beverly Hills project, both of which could be under
construction in the next few years.
“It’s pretty spectacular,” he said.
“So many cities would do anything
to have these types of projects in
their city, and we’re fortunate that
these folks are investing major dollars into the city and, obviously,
have long-term visions and longterm plans [for Beverly Hills].”
According to a press release, the
announcement stems from a
“strategic shift” by HBC, which
owns Saks Fifth Avenue and
Hudson Bay, to “operate at the
intersection of technology, retail
and real estate.”
“Drawing on HBC’s rich 350year history of entrepreneurship
and reinvention, the 9600 Wilshire
project is an exciting and important
step on our journey to build a
future-facing holding company of
luxury online and brick and mortar
retail, high-end real estate and an
intellectual property incubator that
launches new businesses such as
our growing, global flexible office
offering,” HBC governor, executive
chairman and CEO Richard Baker
said.
The release states that the
Barney’s building will be used to
house the Saks Fifth Avenue
Women’s store, but the men’s store
will remain in its current location at
Wilshire Boulevard and Bedford
Drive. The developers also have
plans to add retail, dining, membership club and other related commercial uses to the area.
“Beverly Hills is home to some
of the world’s most glamorous and
exciting luxury shopping destinations, though as a community, the
city has the charm of a close-knit
village,” HBC Properties and

rendering courtesy of HBC Properties

HBC Properties and Investments plans to add retail, dining and other commercial elements to the project at 9600 Wilshire Blvd..

Investments president and CEO Ian
Putnam said. “The 9600 Wilshire
plan will unite underutilized properties surrounding Saks in a way
that maintains Beverly Hills’ village-like character, while creating
value for the city and reactivating
Wilshire Boulevard – bringing the
commercial core of Beverly Hills
into the 21st century.”
The proposal includes four commercial buildings, two of which
will be revitalized and two of which
will be new. They will all face
Wilshire Boulevard and retain the
character of the city’s commercial
area, according to the release.
“This plan provides for a complementary mix of commercial uses
that will restore the Saks building
and allow for the adaptive reuse of
the interior to position it for an
exciting future,” said Douglas
Adams, senior vice president at

Streetworks Development, the real
estate development division of
HBC Properties and Investments.
“Creating new, thoughtfully
designed spaces that respect and
enhance the historic character and
integrity offers a unique opportunity to capture unmet demand for
new services and tenants.”

Answers From Page 26

residents who were opposed to this
vote and responded in its opposition,” Moulder said. “It appears outside activists had more weight than
the residents of West Hollywood.”
Public safety and the role of law
enforcement has come before the
council repeatedly in recent months,
since the February recommendation
by the city’s public safety commission that the budget for the sheriff’s
department be reduced. Even in
meetings where public safety-related items were not on the agenda,
residents and activists have provided comments representing all sides
of the issue.
“[The sheriff’s department’s] fiscal irresponsibility, and their inability to provide clear answers when
asked, ‘Where is the money going,
how does a deputy spend his time
on the clock and what measurable,
lasting impact has WeHo sheriff’s
department done for the unhoused
community?’ When I asked over 50
West Hollywood residents and visitors where they would like to see
$22 million, not one person said
policing or increased policing. Not
one,” Ambrose Brooks, of Justice
LA, said.
Resident Steve Martin compared
the West Hollywood’s sheriff’s
budget to neighboring Beverly
Hills.
“The city of Beverly Hills spends
$88 million for their law enforcement, and that’s 144 [officers],”
Martin said. “So, if we spent … $70
million for 70 deputies, right now
we’re at 60. If you go along with
the current budget, which is about
$20 million, we’re saving a lot of
money with the sheriff, and it’s not
saving money because we don’t
have this kind of money to spend
on law enforcement. We are doing
some really great things in this budget, however, we’re spending
another million dollars on mental
health outreach workers for the
homeless. We are not cutting the
sheriff’s budget, we are adding a

million dollars to Block by Block,
and that’s all good, but I mean, personally, I think we should be raising
the level of law enforcement to prepandemic levels, so we have the
same number of deputies we had
then, because that’s where the business community is at. And we need
to protect residents and visitors.”
Donny Cacy, a business owner
on the east side of West Hollywood,
asked that the council approve the
budget without cuts to the sheriff’s
department.
“Crime is high, and in the last
three months since they announced
they were thinking about cutting
the sheriff’s budget, crime has got
even worse,” Cacy said. “It’s like
an alarm went off telling the
thieves, ‘Here’s a city you can hit.’
I have been in business 34 years
and never had a robbery like I had
three weeks ago. They broke in and
stole $6,000 of merchandise. The
store down the street, they stole
$10,000 of merchandise. Same
thing happened on Melrose when
they announced they were cutting
[the budget for] the LAPD. Look at
Melrose now. They had to bring
back double the amount of officers
to see if they can get rid of the
crime, so listen to the businesses
and their residents. Approve the
budget with no sheriff's cuts.”
The public safety issue is likely
to remain a focus for the City
Council, which also approved by a
vote of 3-2 a measure that pledged
support for Senate Bill 930, a state
law currently going through the
legislative system that would
extend the hours of alcohol sales to
4 a.m. in the city of West
Hollywood as part of a pilot program. Currently, alcohol sales end
at 2 a.m.
“If approved by the governor,
and the city of West Hollywood initiates the program, we will work
with the city to ensure a safe and
responsible experience for our
community,” Moulder said.
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