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Beverly Hills City Council LA Pride celebrations span city
race still too close to call
n Festivities

draw huge crowds
in L.A., Hollywood

n Councilman Mirisch

holds on to slim lead
for third council position

By rAnce collins

By AAron Blevins
After a week of counting ballots,
Los Angeles County has reported
few changes in the Beverly Hills
City Council race.
Councilman Lester Friedman
continues to lead the pack with
2,877 votes (19.03%), with Public
Works Commissioner Sharona
Nazarian (2,677 votes, 17.71%)
and Councilman John Mirisch
(2,125 votes, 14.06%) taking second and third, respectively.
The race for the third council seat
is still close. Mirisch leads
Councilman Robert Wunderlich by
91 votes and Planning Commission
Chair Andy Licht by 146.
“[I’m] feeling optimistic, but it
ain’t over,” Mirisch said.
Friedman said he was grateful for
the support he received during his
campaign.
“As we get closer to the final
count from the county registrar’s
office, the results appear to be
favorable in terms of my returning
for a second term on the Beverly
Hills City Council,” he said. “It has
been gratifying to work with my
colleagues the past five years, and
assuming the counts remain as is, I
look forward to the next four
years.”
Just in Case BH founder Vera
Markowitz received 10.14% of the
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Lester Friedman, left, and Sharona
Nazarian have notched the two
highest vote totals in the race.

vote, but trails Licht by more than
400 votes. Attorney Darian
Bojeaux received 4.43%; small
business owner Shiva Gordon
Bagheri garnered 2.61%; financial
firm owner Kevin Kugley, 2.07%;
real estate professional Akshat
“AB” Bhatia, 1.72%; and company
senior manager Robin Rowe, 1.7%.
City treasurer Howard Fisher
(63.04%) still holds a commanding
lead over challengers Jake
Manaster (28.27%) and Gabrielle
Pantera-Rowe (8.69%).
Beverly Hills voters also supported Measure TL, which would
limit elected officials to three terms.
Nearly 82% of the ballots cast were
in favor of the measure.
City clerk Huma Ahmed said
L.A. County does not currently provide statistics on how many
precincts have reported, and that
she won’t know all the details of the
election until county officials send
her a certification.

BH councilman’s home
searched in election probe
By AAron Blevins
Authorities executed a search
warrant at the home of Beverly
Hills City Councilman Lester
Friedman on June 9 as part of an
investigation into a fake
Instagram account that voiced
support for Los Angeles County
District Attorney George Gascón
on behalf of City Council candidate Sharona Nazarian.
The
Instagram
account,
Sharona4Gascon, has since been
disabled.
“District attorney investigators
came to my home on June 9,
2022,” he said in a statement.
“They informed me that they had
a search warrant, and it was
regarding an investigation of an
Instagram account entitled

Sharona4Gascon. According to
the investigators, my residence
was one of eight locations that
search warrants had been issued
for. The search warrant was not
directed [at me], nor did it name
me. We, of course, fully cooperated with the investigation.”
In a response to an e-mail, a
representative of the district attorney’s office said, “We have no
comment,” and did not identify
the other seven locations served.
Nazarian is seeking elected
office for the first time and is currently second in the ballot tally
behind Friedman.
“I am looking forward to serving the community that I love,”
she said in a statement. “It is an
ongoing investigation, so I have
no comment right now.”

LA Pride featured a variety of
events across Los Angeles on June
10-12. While Pride producer
Christopher Street West previously partnered with the city of West
Hollywood to hold the festival and
parade, this year CSW held the
festival downtown and took the
annual parade through the streets
of Hollywood, with entries taking
a route down Hollywood
Boulevard and Highland Avenue
and
finishing
on
Sunset
Boulevard.
“It far exceeded my very humble expectations,” Los Angeles
City Councilman Mitch O’Farrell,
13th District, said. “We brought
the parade back, first time since
the
late-1970s,
back
to
Hollywood. We try not to have
high expectations the first time we
do an event, but this was amazing.”
O’Farrell noted that the parade
“looked” like Los Angeles, with a
diverse crowd of an estimated
125,000 people in attendance and
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The LA Pride Parade celebration drew an estimated 125,000 participants on June 12.

roughly 150 individual parade
entries.
“This community has something to offer [to all] society that
no other community can provide.
We represent every demographic,
every single race, color and creed.
We represent all of humanity, and

all of humanity doesn’t necessarily understand who we are. I think
that is what these Pride events are
for, and why the response is so
supportive,” O’Farrell said.
He also noted that beyond the
LGBTQ+ community, there were
See Pride page 26

New tallies show lead changes in L.A.
n Bass takes top spot

in mayoral race while
O’Farrell loses lead
By edwin folven
The Los Angeles County
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk’s
Office released new vote totals on
June
14
that
showed
Congresswoman Karen Bass leading developer Rick Caruso by
13,640 votes – nearly three percentage points – in the primary race for
mayor of Los Angeles.
The updates to counts in the June
7 Primary Election also showed significant changes in the races for Los
Angeles City Council’s 13th District
and Los Angeles city attorney.
The
County
RegistrarRecorder/County Clerk’s Office
counted 1,258,049 ballots as of June
14, representing voter turnout of
approximately 22.11%. The new
numbers reflect 266,166 additional
ballots counted since last Friday,
including many vote by mail ballots. Approximately 365,820 ballots
have yet to be counted, primarily
vote by mail ballots. The RegistrarRecorder/County Clerk’s Office has
until July 7 to finalize the election
totals.
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The Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk’s Office had
counted more than 1.25 million ballots by June 14.

The June 14 update showed Bass
with 202,818 votes, or 41.05% of
the vote, compared to 189,178 votes
for Caruso, who garnered 38.29%
of the vote. Los Angeles City
Councilman Kevin de Leon
remained in third-place with 7.77%
of votes. Bass and Caruso are still
poised to face each other in the
Nov. 8 General Election, as neither
candidate received 50% of the vote,
which is required to win the primary election outright.

One of the most significant
changes since last week occurred in
the Los Angeles City Council’s
13th Council District, where
incumbent Councilman Mitch
O’Farrell was originally leading but
has been surpassed by activist and
union organizer Hugo SotoMartinez. As of June 14, SotoMartinez had 13,437 votes, or
38.35%, compared to O’Farrell
See Election page 27
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Book publishing

Join the Book Publicists of Southern
California for a discussion with
authors Tim White, Charles
Domokos, Marilyn Anderson and
Serita Stevens on Thursday, June
16, at 6:30 p.m., via Zoom. The
evening, titled “The Reel Deal:
Books into Film Update,” will
include information on getting
books
adapted
into
films.
us02web.zoom.us/j/83152030195?p
wd=RDNITS8rUTk0b0pYcFlWeS9
NZi9mdz09.
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Beverly Hills City Manager George Chavez plans to retire in December.
He started working for the city in 1988, and has served as city manager
since 2019.

Beverly Hills city manager
announces retirement plans

The city of Beverly Hills
announced on June 15 that City
Manager George Chavez will retire
in December after 35 years of service to the city.
“George Chavez is a beloved
treasure,” Beverly Hills Mayor Lili
Bosse said. “For more than three
decades, he has been the fiber of
our community. As city manager,
his calm and strong leadership and
heartfelt connection to the essence
of what makes Beverly Hills so
special has always made him a
cherished leader. On behalf of the
City Council and our entire community, we are deeply grateful to

him for being the heart and soul of
our community and wish him the
very best in his well-deserved
retirement.”
Chavez was appointed as city
manager in June 2019. He began
his career with the city in 1988 as a
building inspector, and later
worked in multiple positions
including assistant director of community development/city building
official and director of public
works, before being named assistant city manager in 2016. Chavez
received the city’s Fred C.
Cunningham
Award
for
Distinguished Service in 2017.
The Beverly Hills City Council
will discuss the next steps for
selecting a new city manager.
“When I began my tenure as city
manager in 2019, I could not have
predicted the unprecedented challenges that lie just around the corner,” Chavez said. “From civil
unrest to the global pandemic and
its financial impacts to our city, it
was the commitment and resilience
of our City Council, employees and
community that helped us emerge
stronger and ready for the future. I
leave the city in very good hands
and will treasure the friendships
I’ve made for the rest of my life.
Thank you, Beverly Hills.”

West Hollywood
seeks input on
upcoming
budget priorities

Community members are invited
to learn about West Hollywood’s
budget priorities and key initiatives, and provide input for fiscal
years 2022-23 and 2023-24, at a
virtual community meeting on
Monday, June 20, at 6 p.m., via
Zoom.
City staff will present the city
manager-recommended budget for
the two upcoming fiscal years during the meeting. Participants can ask
questions. To join the meeting, visit
us06web.zoom.us/j/87179250847
and use the meeting ID: 871 7925
0847.
The West Hollywood City
Council will consider the budget at
its meeting on Monday, June 27. To
review the preliminary budget for
fiscal years 2022-23 and 2023-24,
visit weho.org/budget.

Bloomsday

Celebrate author James Joyce and his
landmark novel “Ulysses” during
Bloomsday on Thursday, June 16, at
7:30 p.m. at the Hammer Museum.
Directed by Elizabeth Dennehy, the
cast includes Sile Bermingham,
Sonya Macari, John Rafter Lee,
Kevin Ryan and
Johnny O’Callaghan delivering
dramatic
readings from
the landmark
book,
interspersed
with
songs. Celebrate
in the Hammer Museum’s courtyard
with Guinness and live music beginning at 6:30 p.m. 10899 Wilshire
Blvd. hammer.ucla.edu/programsevents/2022/bloomsday-2022.

Louise Reichlin
and Dancers

Los Angeles Choreographers and
Dancers presents “2 Years of this
time without end…,” a program
from Louise Reichlin and Dancers
running from Friday, June 17,
through Sunday, June 19, at Ivy
Substation in Culver City. The program includes all six reimagined
dances from the criticallyacclaimed “Urban and Tribal
Dances,” as well as “Brandenburg”
from Tap Dance Widows Club and
“Reboot! Reboot!” Showtime is 7
p.m. on June 17, 2 p.m. on June 1819. Tickets are $25. 9070 Venice
Blvd.
(213)458-3066,
2years.eventbrite.com.

‘ARENA-A House
Music-al’

Enjoy “ARENA-A House Music-al”
conceived and written by Abel
Alvarado and directed by Rigo

CALENDAR
Tejeda, running from Friday, June
17, through Sunday, July 17, at the
CASA 0101 Theater. The production is on based on the legendary
ARENA Nightclub in Hollywood
and its 1990s house music. A coming of age story, it follows Lucio
Torrez, a young music minister at
his father’s Apostolic church who is
looking to live his truth, find his
voice and a place where he can be
free. The show is recommended for
audiences 17 and older. Tickets are
$35. Showtimes are 8 p.m., Friday
and Saturday; 4 p.m., Sunday. 2102
E. First St. (323)263-7684,
casa0101.org.

Theatre West pride

Theatre West will celebrate Pride
Month with “To Kiss in the
Sunlight-Theatre Shatters the Closet
Door” on Friday, June 17, at 8 p.m.,
and “Living Authentically-Coming
Out Stories” on Saturday, June 18, at
8 p.m. “To Kiss in the SunlightTheatre Shatters the Closet Door” is
a brief survey of LGBTQ+ themes
and characters in English-language
plays. The series of curated readings
includes speeches, scenes and snippets of dialogue from texts from
Elizabethan Theatre through contemporary dramas.
“Living
AuthenticallyComing
Out
Stories” includes
a diverse group
of
LGBTQ+
artists sharing
their coming out
stories, with an overview by psychologist
Deborah
Buttitta.
Admission is free. 3333 Cahuenga
Blvd. West. (323)851-7977, theatrewest.org.

Angel City Chorale

Angel City Chorale is holding
“Roots: Singing Our Stories” on
Saturday, June 18, at 7 p.m. and
Sunday, June 19, at 3 p.m. at
UCLA’s Royce Hall. The performance will feature the 150-voice
ensemble, along with the Angel City
Youth Chorale. Through visual storytelling, animation, choreography
and inspiring vocal performances,
the celebratory multimedia event
will delve into the human experience of struggle, determination, sacrifice, hope, gratitude, joy and love.
The selection of songs will represent the broad cultural heritage of
chorale members, in seven lan-

guages from four continents.
Tickets start at $25. 10745 Dickson
Court. angelcitychorale.org/roots.

‘The Conference of
the Birds’

The Broad Stage presents “The
Conference of the Birds,” a
Resonance Collective production on
Saturday, June 18, at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday, June
19, at 2 p.m.
The movementdriven a cappella oratorio is
based on Sufi
mystic
poet
Attar’s seminal
text about the
journey of the soul as it seeks union
with the divine. The show features a
choir and seven soloists, accompanied by two dancers. The program is
sponsored by Farhang Foundation.
Tickets start at $60. 1310 11th St.,
Santa Monica. (310434 3200, thebroadstage.org.

Mary Chapin
Carpenter

Mary Chapin Carpenter will perform on Monday, June 20, at 8 p.m.
at the Ford Theatres. Carpenter’s
most recent studio album, “The Dirt
and the Stars” (2020), travels
through pain and self-illumination
before arriving at joy, discovery and
the rewards of
self-knowledge.
L.A.
singersongwriter John
Craigie opens the
evening
with
soul, folk and
music from the
American songbook. Tickets start at $50. 2580
Cahuenga Blvd. East. theford.com.

Japanese
meditation

Japan Foundation Los Angeles is
holding a virtual installment of its
Meditation with Japanese Singing
Bowl on Wednesday, June 22, at
12:30 p.m. via JFLA’s Facebook Live
channel. The singing bowl combines
the healing qualities of the Tibetan
singing bowl and the Japanese traditional singing bowl. Relax and feel
stress dissipate as the sounds lead to a
meditative state. facebook.com/jflalc.
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Calls for reopening St. Vincent persist
n Councilman asks

owner Soon-Shiong to
join city in partnership
By edwin folven
For the past two years, St.
Vincent Medical Center has sat
vacant near Third and Alvarado
streets, only opening briefly in
2020 when the state of California
used it as a space for the treatment
of COVID-19 patients.
Now, the city of Los Angeles
wants the former hospital’s owner,
Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong, to consent to having the building turned
into an acute care facility serving
homeless individuals suffering
from mental illness and addiction.
On June 14, Los Angeles City
Council President Pro Tempore
Mitch O’Farrell joined representatives of organizations addressing
homelessness at a press conference
outside the medical center, where
he called on Soon-Shiong to come
to the table for discussions on the
proposal. In response to O’Farrell’s
advocacy, Soon-Shiong said he is
open to a meeting. O’Farrell initiated the process to set up the meeting on June 15, according to the
councilman’s Instagram account.
“It’s time for the richest person
in Los Angeles, Dr. Patrick SoonShiong, to put his vast financial
wealth and considerable influence
to good use and work with us to
reopen St. Vincent as an acute care
center for people experiencing
homelessness,” said O’Farrell,
13th District. “He has owned this
hospital and campus for over two
years. Except for a very brief time
in 2020, when the state paid Dr.
Soon-Shiong $27 million to use the
facility as a temporary COVID
hospital, the property has sat
vacant. Rather than trying to sell it
for redevelopment, and refusing to
even consider working with us on
adaptive reuse or repurposing, I
urge Dr. Soon-Shiong to work with
our broad coalition of local, county
and state leaders to make something happen here to the benefit of
all, and especially the most vulnerable in our region.”
O’Farrell said the city has unsuccessfully attempted to reach SoonShiong multiple times about the
possibility of using the property as
a medical facility. The Los Angeles
City Council approved two
O’Farrell motions in 2020 calling
on the city to explore options for
potentially purchasing the facility
and using it to address the homelessness crisis, and to explore the
possibility of working with SoonShiong to reopen the facility. He
also sent a letter to Soon-Shiong in
June 2021 asking for a meeting that
went unanswered. O’Farrell said
someone with the resources of
Soon-Shiong, a billionaire who
owns the Los Angeles Times and is
known for philanthropy, would be
perfect for a public-private partnership that would utilize the former
medical center for the public good.
“Several times our CLA’s (chief
legislative analyst) office reached
out and got nowhere. One of the
instructions from September of
2020 was to reach out to Patrick
Soon-Shiong to explore the feasibility for the city to enter into some
sort of an agreement or a framework to work with the county and
other partners to stand this up as an
acute care hospital, and they were
met with complete silence and they
got nowhere,” O’Farrell said.
On
June
14,
O’Farrell

announced that a petition is being
circulated at bit.ly/openstvincent
asking Soon-Shiong to work with
the city on opening the former hospital for people experiencing

“We’re sending
a message, that
time for waiting
is over and the
time for action
is now.”
Mitch O’Farrell
City Council President Pro Tem

homelessness. He was joined by
several representatives of organizations working with unhoused
individuals, including Kerry
Morrison, founder of Heart
Forward.
“Between 2020 and 2021, the
city lost 369 board and care beds,
and I ask the owner of this property
to work with the city and the county

to not only replace the beds lost, but
add to the desperately needed
inventory,” said Morrison, who formerly worked with city officials to
address
homelessness
in
Hollywood. “St. Vincent has the
capacity to provide a total of 500
beds for people living with serious
mental illness, as well as our growing elderly population, who are otherwise not served by our traditional
affordable housing continuum. This
is an opportunity to lead by example in showing how the private sector could step up to the plate to collaborate with government partners
and not turn a blind eye to the suffering of the unsheltered.”
“The surge in homelessness
across Los Angeles presents challenges that can only be solved by
public-private partnerships,” added
Mark Valentino, CEO of Los
Angeles Downtown Medical
Center, a 269-bed acute care hospital in Echo Park that dedicates 147
beds for inpatient psychiatric care.
“If a facility like St. Vincent were to
become operational again, it would
have a profound impact on our
community. We could relieve stress
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City Council President Pro Tempore Mitch O’Farrell called on Dr. Patrick
Soon-Shiong, owner of St. Vincent Medical Center, to come to the table
for talks on using the facility for the public good.

on our emergency rooms and local
hospitals, which have already
dwindled in number during the
pandemic. Better health care, and
access to more resources can lift up
the tide for everybody.”
O’Farrell said he is prepared to
lobby in Sacramento for state assistance in re-opening the hospital, if
Soon-Shiong gives consent.
E-mails seeking comment from

Soon-Shiong for comment were
not returned.
“We’re sending a message, that
time for waiting is over and the
time for action is now,” O’Farrell
said. “Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong, it is
time to come to the table. Meet with
me, meet with us, meet with a state
like so many others have who have
participated in this collective mission that we’re all on.”
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New captain takes helm at WeHo sheriff’s station Officer-involved shooting occurs
Capt. Bill Moulder has
after burglary in Hollywood
yeas of experience
n

working in the city

n Suspect allegedly

pointed gun
at officers

By edwin folven
Capt. Bill Moulder has been
appointed to lead the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station following a selection process that began in
April when former station Capt.
Edward Ramirez was promoted to
the rank of commander.
Moulder is a 31-year veteran of
the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department who has spent years
working in West Hollywood. From
2002-06, he served at the station as a
deputy and detective, and since
2018, has served in West Hollywood
as a lieutenant. Other assignments
included stints at the Palmdale,
Lancaster and Santa Clarita sheriff’s
stations, as well as the Sheriff’s
Department’s Legislative Unit and
the Medical Services and Risk
Management bureaus. Moulder had
been serving as acting captain of the
West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station
since Ramirez’s promotion in April.
“It’s an honor and a privilege to be
able to serve the city of West
Hollywood,” Moulder said. “This is
a wonderful community that I love
very much. What makes West
Hollywood special, in terms of the
sheriff’s station, is the wonderful
deputies we have here. I am looking
forward to working with city staff
and our City Council to make it a
better and safer place.”
West Hollywood Mayor Lauren
Meister said she was pleased
Moulder was selected for the new
assignment. The selection process
involved eligible members of the
department applying for the position, interviewing and being vetted
by the City Council and city staff.
Sheriff Alex Villanueva makes the
final decision on promotions and
assignments.
“I want to congratulate Bill
Moulder on his appointment to lead
the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station as its new captain,” Meister
said. “For nearly four years, he has
served our community skillfully as
the station lieutenant and his promotion to captain is great news. Public

By edwin folven
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Capt. Bill Moulder said he plans to work closely with the city to address
crime and quality of life issues affecting the community.

safety is our single-most important
concern in West Hollywood and
Capt. Moulder is a law enforcement
veteran who is highly respected by
our community. He knows West
Hollywood and its unique challenges, and I look forward to continuing our work with him in his new
leadership role at the station.”
Over the past two years, concerns
about law enforcement’s approach
in West Hollywood have surfaced.
The city hired more unarmed private
security ambassadors and is considering whether less funding should go
to its contract with the sheriff’s
department. Moulder said there are
approximately 60 deputies currently
assigned to the station, not counting
detectives and administrative staff,
and they provide a valuable service
protecting West Hollywood’s residents and visitors.
“In terms of law enforcement, I
think having more deputy sheriffs
out on the streets serves as a deterrent to crime and provides a safe
environment for our community,” he
added.
Moulder said he plans to continue
efforts to prevent property offenses
and assaults, which are the most
common crimes occurring in the
city.
“Because the things driving our
numbers are theft-type crimes, that
has and will continue to be our
biggest focus. Particularly crimes
occurring in our nightlife establish-

Beverly Hills man convicted
of murder-for-hire plot

A Beverly Hills man pleaded
guilty on June 13 to a federal charge
that he attempted to hire a hitman to
kill a woman he briefly dated and
who repeatedly tried to break off
their relationship.
The defendant, Scott Quinn
Berkett, 25, pleaded guilty to one
count of use of interstate facilities to
commit murder-for-hire. According
to an affidavit filed with the criminal complaint, Berkett met the victim online in 2020, and the woman
flew to Los Angeles to meet Berkett
in late October 2020. The victim,
who described Berkett’s behavior as
“sexually aggressive,” tried on several occasions to break off the relationship after the October trip,
according to the affidavit.
Authorities said in April 2021, a
family member of the victim, who
had learned that Berkett continued
to contact her, called and sent text
messages to Berkett’s father. On
April 20, Berkett appears to have
responded to the messages, saying
“consider this matter closed,” the
affidavit stated. It was unclear if the
father intervened in the situation.

Berkett’s father was not charged.
Berkett admitted in his plea
agreement that in April 2021, he
solicited and paid for murder-forhire services using a website on the
darknet. Berkett provided specific
directions and details about his target. As payment for the victim’s
murder, Berkett sent bitcoin payments totaling approximately
$13,000. Representatives of the
website contacted law enforcement.
In May 2021, an undercover officer contacted Berkett while posing
as the hitman, authorities said. The
officer sent Berkett photographs of
the victim and Berkett confirmed
they showed his intended victim
and that he had made bitcoin payments to pay for her murder. Berkett
further requested proof of her murder and made an additional $1,000
payment to the undercover officer
via Western Union for her death,
authorities added.
United States District Judge Mark
C. Scarsi scheduled a sentencing
hearing on Sept. 12 for Berkett. The
defendant will face a maximum sentence of 10 years in federal prison.

ments, like pickpocketing, that are
occurring inside the establishments
and outside on the streets,” Moulder
said. “Street robberies will be a
focus as well. Violent crime is
always a concern, and we will work
to address that.”
Moulder said statistics show nearly one-third of street robberies
involve people who are unhoused,
so he plans to increase outreach
work, in collaboration with the city,
to address the issue.
“It’s important to do outreach, and
I think we can really make a difference in preventing crime,” he said.
“I have had a lot of contact with the
community, our city itself and the
City Council, and have developed a
great working relationship. I plan to
continue that work. It’s an honor to
serve in this capacity.”

Highland. He was unable to carjack the vehicle and officers
arrested him near Highland and
Franklin.”
The suspect was transported to
the hospital in stable condition.
Borihanh said he faces charges
including assault with a deadly
weapon on a peace officer as well
as burglary and carjacking. The
names of the suspects were not
released. Borihanh said the suspects were in their 20s.
“No officers or bystanders
were injured,” he added. “It’s an
ongoing investigation.”
The officer-involved shooting
is being investigated by the
LAPD’s Force Investigation
Division, which is standard protocol. Traffic was congested near
Highland and Franklin avenues
for hours as police investigated
the crimes.

A male suspect was shot by
police on June 8 in Hollywood
after allegedly committing a burglary, pulling a gun on officers
and attempting to carjack a victim while fleeing.
The suspect who was shot was
among a trio of men who police
said burglarized a residence at
approximately 4 p.m. in the 2000
block of Paramount Drive. Sgt.
Bruce Borihanh said officers
established a perimeter in the residential neighborhood just southwest of the Hollywood Bowl and
quickly located and arrested two
male suspects. Witnesses directed officers to a third suspect, who ran away, he
added. A foot pursuit
ensued as the man ran
southbound
toward
Highland Avenue.
“As he was running
down Highland, while the
pursuit was occurring, the
suspect produced a handgun and an officerinvolved
shooting
occurred,” Borihanh said.
“The suspect was struck
photo by Edwin Folven
by gunfire. The suspect
kept running and tried to Officers arrested the suspect near
carjack a vehicle on Highland and Franklin avenues.
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Community organizations celebrate Juneteenth
n Melrose Trading

Post to host kickoff
event on June 19
By rance collins
Juneteenth was named a federal
holiday last year, 156 years after the
day enslaved Texans were proclaimed free by Union Army Gen.
Gordon Granger.
June 19, 1865, has been known
by a few names, including
“Freedom Day” and “Black
Independence Day,” but Juneteenth
is the name that stuck, and with the
holiday now nationally recognized,
celebrations are popping up
throughout Los Angeles.
Among them is the inaugural
event put together by the Greenway
Arts Alliance, which operates the
Melrose Trading Post, and the Mid
City West Neighborhood Council.
The Melrose Trading Post is a community-based nonprofit benefitting
Fairfax High School that hosts a
wide range of booths with goods,
arts, crafts and antiques every
Sunday.
“Juneteenth represents how freedom and justice in the U.S. has
always been delayed for Black people,” said Mid City West board
member Sara Griebe, who serves of
the organization’s Social and Racial
Equity Committee. “The day has
always been celebrated in the Black
community, but including all people in the holiday reminds everyone
that while progress has been made
in Black America’s 150 years out of
bondage, considerable barriers continue to impede that progress.

Juneteenth is a moment where we
step back and try to understand the
concept of freedom through the
eyes of Black people. Through the
holiday, we can begin to examine,
acknowledge, and address all of the
issues, past and present, tied up in
the issue of slavery. At [Melrose
Trading Post], we plan to honor the
liberation and resilience of Black
Americans through art created by
Black Angelenos, be it through spoken word, dance [and] music.”
“This is what the Trading Post
does,” co-artistic director of the
Greenway Arts Alliance Pierson
Blaetz said. “This is exactly what
we do in terms of looking for
opportunities to bring people
together in community about stuff
we care about. We do it inside the
theater, we do it at the Trading Post,
we do it at our institute at the high
school, but this is what we do. We
build community, and Juneteenth is
a good reason to do it.”
“It is an excellent community
driven and supported arts and cultural program,” said James
Panozzo, a Mid City West board
member and the founder and executive director of LAUNCH LA, a
local nonprofit group that has
helped to organize the event. “[It is]
a great way to build community and
for us all to share a wonderful experience.”
The festivities will kick off at the
Melrose Trading Post at 10 a.m. on
June 19, one hour after it opens.
A variety of acts will appear on
the main stage at the event, with
musical performances by Samiere,
Kayalyst and Sydney Ranee, as
well as poetry performances by

Lynda La Rose, AKold Piece and
Pam Ward. La Rose and the Mid
City West council members will
serve as emcees. The main stage
will run continuously between
10:45 a.m. and 4:30 p.m and will
feature a roller-skating, dance performance by former DiscOasis cast
members Wendell Phipps, Preshous
Jordan, Josiah Bishop and Victoria
Estrada.
“I’m in the roller-skating community, and so I reached out to
some friends of mine who I used to
work with and asked them if they
were interested in highlighting their
talents at our Juneteenth celebration,” Thao Tran, chair of the Mid
City West Public Safety and WellBeing committee, said. “I was so
happy that they obliged.”
Special booths will include live
painting by artists Devin Wesley, a
pop-up bookshop by the Eclectuals,
the Black World Stage Press Poets
+ Authors and the Girl Scouts for
Black Lives art walk and fundraising popup.
A Juneteenth art gallery, curated
by artist Alessa Willis, will feature
art by Willis, Patty Phillips,
Shannon Camille, Jazzika Dunn aka
E Kile Arts, Kiohanna Brown,
Michael G. Simpson and Joey
Lopez.
Jackson emphasized that the holiday is important for all people to
recognize, regardless of race, in
honor of Black culture.
“The Melrose Trading Post and
the Greenway Arts Alliance is a
very diverse area for people to
matriculate and interact with each
other,” said Natalie Iturbe Jackson,
special events and marketing man-

photo courtesy of Thao Tran

A roller-skating dance performance will be among the activities at the
Melrose Trading Post Juneteenth celebration on June 19.

ager for the Melrose Trading Post.
“I understand the importance of
highlighting everyone in some way.
I think our community does that
well, and I think we also recognize
the struggles and the tragedies that
have happened in the last couple of
years. We want to celebrate the
good and the joy and the resilience
in the people that are here to be part
of our community. It is an opendoor invitation for everyone to
come enjoy the culture that is here.
And to really appreciate and sup-

port small businesses of this culture
that is part of our community.”
“If it’s an important celebration to
you, then it’s an important celebration to me,” Tran said. “And I’m
showing you that it is important by
showing up.”
Anyone interested in partnering
with the Greenway Arts Alliance
can
email
Jackson
at
natalie@greenwayarts.org.
The Melrose Trading Post is
located on the campus of Fairfax
High School at 7850 Melrose Ave.
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Lorri L. Jean leaves towering legacy at LGBT Center
BY RANCE COLLINS
Lorri L. Jean, chief executive
officer of the Los Angeles LGBT
Center, has long been a figurehead
in LGBTQ+ activism, with a
decades-long tenure at the center,
powering it to become the leading
organization of its kind in the country. Now, 29 years after she first
took the reins as the nonprofit’s
leader, Jean is retiring.
“When I first got here, and I was
35 years old, I did nothing but look
at the future,” Jean said. “I thought
about all the dreams that I had for
the center and for our movement,
and it seemed like I had all the time
in the world to try to make them
happen. This has been a labor of
love, and we’ve achieved a lot, but
now I’m looking back. I get credit
for a lot of things, because I’m at
the helm, but I am so aware of the
fact that I have not done any of this
alone. I’ve done it thanks to people
like [the center’s chief of staff
Darrel Cummings] and our staff
and this community that supports
this organization more generously
than any other community supports
their centers.”
This isn’t the first time Jean has
stepped down from the center, having walked away in 1999 after she
hit what she called the “burn out”
point.
“We felt like we need to work,
pedal to the metal, as hard as we
can for as long as we can, and we’ll
achieve a ton, we’ll help a ton of
people, and when we burn out, it’ll
be time for the next people to come
on and do that,” Jean said. “And
that’s what we did the first six
years. It was 80-hour weeks, 85hour weeks. I once looked at my
time sheet one year, in the ‘90s, and
aside from when I took vacation, I
never had a weekend day off. We
were driven. This was our passion.”
Jean then served as the executive
director at the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force. It was not long
afterwards, though, that the center
again asked Jean to step in as CEO.
In the 1990s, during Jean’s first
tenure, the organization quadrupled
in size, but it struggled after she
left. So, Jean and Cummings
returned to the center in 2003. Now,
nearly 20 years later, Jean is leaving
the center in the best shape it’s ever
been in, with a new CEO that has
been on-the-job training for a year.

“We lost our farm. We
lost our home. We were
homeless for a little
while, but that
Christmas when my
folks had nothing, my
mother pulled together a
basket of different gifts
for us to give, I was the
eldest of three … to a
family that was worse
off than us.”
“Even though it was unusual and
some people worried that we
wouldn’t find candidates that were
willing to overlap for a year, we
didn’t suffer from a lack of candidates,” Jean said. “We had a national search, and I knew all of the candidates but one. I did not have a
vote. The board asked me to help
the staff, so I helped staff the search
committee as they went through the
process. I felt so relieved because I
knew that if either of [the two finalists] were hired that they had a

“Some of my mentors told me,
‘We don’t think you should do this, because we
don’t think you can get a job in the mainstream
sector after you do this. You’ll be stuck.’
That was a scary thing to contemplate, but there’s
an advantage to doing this when you’re young,
and so I thought, ‘Oh, well. I’ll be fine.’
Because I so wanted to do it.”
Lorri L. Jean,
chief executive officer,
Los Angeles LGBT Center

strong enough record of leadership
and management that I felt they
could do this. So ultimately, Joe
Hollendoner was hired.”
Jean said Hollendoner got up to
speed so quickly with the position
that in late-January she gave him
her office and moved down the hall
to a “touch down” space and has
progressively turned more duties
over to him.
Letting go of the most central
service position of her life is a big
step for Jean, who has spent her life
fighting for other’s rights. Early on,
Jean’s parents emphasized the
importance of helping out those
less fortunate.
“My mom says that from the
time I was a little girl that I was
always a fan of the underdog, and
that I had a keen sense of injustice
before I really even understood
how that might be applied in the
larger context.”
Jean’s family went through hardships early in her life.
“I grew up on a farm, and my
mother would’ve said we didn’t
have two pots to pee in,” Jean said.
“We lost our farm. We lost our
home. We were homeless for a little
while, but that Christmas when my
folks had nothing, my mother
pulled together a basket of different
gifts for us to give, I was the eldest
of three … to a family that was
worse off than us.”
When Jean later asked her mother why she had the family do that
act of service, her mother told her
that it was important that they learn
not only to help each other, but to
learn that there were some people
who were even less forunate.
This impoverished, humanitarian
upbringing ran simultaneously with
the budding knowledge that Jean
felt different than those around her.
“In retrospect, I’ve concluded
that there must have been something inside me that knew both the
gender discrimination that I would
face but also that I was going to be
different,” she said. “That somehow, I needed to stand up and help
people who were different.”
The fulcrum of Jean’s life story
was in 1979 – Feb. 11 to be exact –
when she came out as lesbian.
“I came out my last semester of
college
[at Arizona
State
University]. I was very active in
campus politics, and I ran the campus feminist organization called the
Women’s Affairs Board as a workstudy student/volunteer sort of
thing. And everyone thought I was a
lesbian, everyone who knew about
being LGBT … but I didn’t. And
there was a professor who tried to
set me up with another woman student, and that flipped me out.
“I was like, ‘A woman! You’re
trying to set me up with a woman?’
And this then prompted all of these
conversations with her about how it
could be that I was a lesbian, and I

never really thought about it. I went
through this whole examination,
and ultimately came out in
February.”
Almost immediately, Jean was
thrust into gay and lesbian activism.
She was the lead plaintiff in a landmark lawsuit against Georgetown
University, where Jean pursued her
juris doctorate degree, that prevented the school from discriminating
on the basis of sexual orientation.
The litigation took nine years, and
by the time it was settled, one of
Jean’s fellow plaintiffs was dead.
Another passed away soon after.
Both men died of AIDS.
As the AIDS epidemic reached a
fever pitch, and as the federal government’s slow response to it led to
the disease’s proliferation, Jean
found herself thrust in activism in
an entirely different way.
“During this particular period of
activism, there were some gay men
in town who spotted me and saw
some of the things that I was doing,
and they got me involved in a group
called the Gay and Lesbian
Education Fund, which ultimately
led me to becoming the president of
[what would become] the Gay and
Lesbian Activists Alliance. And that
was right at the beginning of the
AIDS [epedemic]. And then I
began to see all these men that I had
been working with, been doing
activism with, had grown to love,
get sick and die. Back then, no one
in the federal government was lifting a finger to help, except for [Dr.
Anthony] Fauci. The [Washington,
D.C.] mayor appointed me to run
the Washington Committee on
AIDS Issues, and we began to fight
for decent treatment and stopping
discrimination. The number of beds
I was called to as someone lay
dying to help them do their paperwork, or the number of times that
someone had died and a core of us
went to their apartment to de-gay it
before their family arrived because
that had been the request of the person who had died.”
The importance of LGBT centers
took on an entirely new meaning,
with vital services for gay men in
short supply. Meanwhile, Jean had
become the deputy regional director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, making her
the highest-ranking LGBT person
in the federal government. Going
from FEMA to what-was-thenknown as the Los Angeles Gay and
Lesbian Center not only was a pay
cut for Jean, but it also left her
future career in potential jeopardy.
“Some of my mentors told me,
‘We don’t think you should do this,
because we don’t think you can get
a job in the mainstream sector after
you do this. You’ll be stuck.’ That
was a scary thing to contemplate,
but there’s an advantage to doing
this when you’re young, and so I
thought, ‘Oh, well. I’ll be fine.’

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles LGBT Center

Lorri L. Jean has been known as a fierce advocate for the LGBTQ+
community since she came out in 1979.

Because I so wanted to do it,” Jean
said.
Alongside Cummings, Jean
helped grow the fledging center
exponentially over her two tenures
as CEO. Under her leadership,
entire campuses and additional service organizations have been born.
The center now has 10 facilities
throughout the Los Angeles area,
helping to serve communities far
beyond its Hollywood base. Jean
also fought to start AIDS
Life/Cycle, which has raised $309
million over its 28-year history.
Each year, Jean is a “roadie” who
rides in the caravan alongside the
bicyclists, helping entertain them at
pitstops along the way.
“I had to persuade the board to …
try it, and we never really looked
back,” Jean said.
As for what’s next on her journey, Jean said she’ll be taking a
couple years to rest. While she has
received many offers to serve on
various boards, so far she has a said

“no” to each opportunity, ready
to enjoy a well-deserved break after
decades on the frontlines.
Jean and her wife Gina Calvelli
will be splitting their time between
their condo in Maui, traveling and,
yes, Los Angeles.
“L.A.’s always going to be home
to us, and that’s why we want to
spend the summers here and be
around people that we love. I’m
gonna sort of stay out of Joe’s hair
for a little while, but I imagine coming back from Maui to go to the
center’s events now and again, and
see how everything’s going and be
a cheerleader from the sidelines.”
And the center will always hold a
place in Jean’s heart.
“I’m just in awe of this organization still. After all these years, I’m
in love with this organization. I’m
going to miss it, but I have 100%
confidence that it is going to continue just as it always has, long before
I got here, and as it will long after,”
Jean said.

Notable Quotes
“The one absolutely unselfish friend that man can have in this
selfish world, the one that never deserts him, the one that never
proves ungrateful or treacherous is his dog. A man's dog stands by
him in prosperity and in poverty, in health and in sickness. He will
sleep on the cold ground, where the wintry winds blow and the
snow drives fiercely, if only he may be near his master's side. He
will kiss the hand that has no food to offer. He will lick the wounds
and sores that come in encounters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper master as if he were a prince.
When all other friends desert, he remains. When riches take wings,
and reputation falls to pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.”
George Graham Vest
1830-1904
United States Senator 1879-1903, Missouri
Speech to the U.S Senate, 1884

Welcome home,
Lucy and Nala!

* Source: The History Place
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Beverly Hills continues water conservation
By AAron Blevins

California is in the midst of a historic drought, and the city of
Beverly Hills is calling on residents
to do their part to conserve water.
The Beverly Hills City Council
on June 14 approved recommendations from city staff to remain in
“Stage C” of the city’s Water
Conservation Plan, which calls for
a two-day-per-week watering
schedule – instead of three – and
prohibits the use of potable water
for outdoor irrigation between 9
a.m. and 6 p.m.
“It really is a crisis,” Councilman
Robert Wunderlich said, adding
that the city must do more to combat the drought.
According to a staff report, the
City Council on Feb. 8 declared a
drought and began further promoting water conservation efforts.
During the last drought in 2013,

city officials opted not to relax
water conservation efforts, which
led to a 20% reduction in water
usage.
Wunderlich said the council must
adopt the staff recommendations,
although he feels that more mandatory cutbacks will be coming. Since
2013, the city’s water conservation
efforts have plateaued, he said.
“Longer-term, a water budget
really is the only thing that makes
sense,” Wunderlich said.
Councilman John Mirisch said
the city is seeing a “huge push” for
more density from Sacramento, and
he questioned whether increased
density would help with the state's
water conservation efforts.
Wunderlich said denser housing
will conserve more water than
“spread-out housing,” as 60% of
water usage is used for landscaping
outside of homes.
Councilman Lester Friedman

photo by Edwin Folven

Work is occurring 24 hours at the Gale yard near Wilshire/La Cienega.

Street restoration work ends
early near Wilshire/La Brea

Metro has announced that decking
removal and street restoration on
Wilshire
Boulevard
between
Highland and La Brea avenues will
be complete on June 27, two weeks
ahead of schedule.
Wilshire Boulevard will still be
closed from 9 p.m. on Friday to 6
a.m. on Monday for the next two
weekends. Motorists are advised to
use Sixth Street as a detour around
the project site. Local access to
Wilshire Boulevard will be maintained at Mansfield and Citrus
avenues.
Permanent curb and gutter restoration begins in the area June 27.
Crews will install a K-rail work zone
on the north side of Wilshire
Boulevard between Mansfield and
La Brea avenues for the work.
Construction of the station
entrance at Wilshire/La Brea will
continue through September in the
North La Brea staging yard. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
Orange Drive and Detroit Street.
Construction hours are 7 a.m.-10
p.m., with some clean-up work from
10 p.m.-midnight.
Near Wilshire/Fairfax, crews are
working underground on appendage
structures adjacent to the main subway station.
Lanes on eastbound Wilshire
Boulevard may also be closed on
weekends between Wilshire/La
Cienega and Wilshire/Fairfax. The
directional closures will be implemented from 9 p.m. on Friday
through 6 a.m. on Monday.
Work continues at staging yards

along Wilshire Boulevard for the
future subway station at Wilshire/La
Cienega. Work in the Gale staging
yard and underneath Wilshire
Boulevard will occur 24 hours and a
crane within the Gale staging yard
will be operational.
Near Wilshire/Rodeo, crews are
working underground on cross passages between the tunnels. The work
will be conducted at 14 locations
along the tunnel alignment and will
require lane and sidewalk closures.
Work along Lasky Drive and
Charleville Boulevard is anticipated
to begin on June 20 and take two to
four weeks to complete.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call (213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net, or
visit metro.net.

Letters to
the Editor
Chris Erskine’s
columns continue
to receive praise
Re “Top Gun moments,”
June 2 issue
We love having Chris
Erskine back – thanks a lot!
Reba Neuman
Beverly Hills

agreed with Wunderlich in that
more stringent water use restrictions could be coming if the city
does not do more to conserve water.
“We really need to get that messaging out,” he added.
Friedman suggested that the city
use any public event it hosts to
spread the word. He also proposed
organizing assemblies at local
schools to promote water conser-

vation.
“I think those are things that we
can do, and I certainly encourage
it,” he said.
Mirisch praised drought-resistant
plants and suggested that the city
devise a “unique” program to promote residents using them, especially in their front yards.
“Maybe we can do it in a way
that is cost-neutral for people,” he
said.
Vice Mayor Julian Gold said that,
locally, there is only so much that

the city can do. He said lawmakers
in Sacramento have to rein in water
usage in other parts of the state,
especially in farming operations in
the Central Valley.
“These are huge uses of water,”
Gold said.
Mayor Lili Bosse proposed having city staff host town halls in
which they could inform residents
about the importance of conservation.
“I think it’s way worth our time,”
she added.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a
Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

8730 SUNSET BOULEVARD,
West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

Adopt a negative declaration and approval of an application
to construct a new two-sided off-site sign with a digital face
and a static face, and remodel the existing commercial
building façade, subject to a development agreement and as
part of the Sunset Boulevard Off-Site Signage Policy.

PERMIT(S):

Administrative Permit, Billboard Permit, Development
Agreement, Zone Map Amendment, and any other required
permits.

APPLICANT(S):

Porter24, LLC (Mark E. Lehman)

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Monday, June 27, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.
West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room – Council
Chambers
625 N. San Vicente Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069

ZONES:

SSP (Sunset Specific Plan)

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Negative Declaration
The staff report will be available on Wednesday, June 22, 2022 on-line at
www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice,
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood City Council, via
the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the Public
Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of
the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to
express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER
INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Jennifer Davis, Senior Contract
Planner in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475;
or via email at: jdavis@weho.org
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для
дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните:
323-848-6826.
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Hospitality brand Aman joins One Beverly Hills
By AAron Blevins
Lifestyle and hospitality brand
Aman has joined One Beverly
Hills, a 17.5-acre development at
the corner of Wilshire and Santa
Monica boulevards that was
approved by the Beverly Hills City
Council in June 2021.
As part of a partnership with
Cain International and Alagem
Capital, Aman Beverly Hills will be
composed of a hotel, residences and
a club in the middle of eight acres
of botanical gardens. It is expected
to open in 2026.
Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce president and CEO
Todd Johnson said the addition of
Aman to One Beverly Hills was
“huge,” as the company is worldrenown with locations in many
countries.
“They’re as prestigious as it gets,
and to tie in with this project, which
is going to be jaw-dropping, is a dot
on the 'i,’” he said. “I think it’ll
make this project even that much
more of a ‘wow.’”
Johnson said the project is going
to make the western entrance to
Beverly Hills one of the more
unique entrances into a city in the
country.
“Coming from the westside into
the east in Beverly Hills is going to
be spectacular,” he added.
Johnson referenced LVHM’s
Cheval Blanc and said there is a lot
to be excited about in Beverly Hills.
He also said Rodeo Drive has no
vacancies, and that Beverly Drive
vacancies are down to 12% from
50% during the height of the pandemic.
“We’re getting ready to deal with
some type of recession, that’s for
sure – or correction, whatever you
want to call it – but we’re probably
going to be the last to go into it and
the first to come out, so we’re
lucky,” Johnson said.
Mayor Lili Bosse also praised the
Aman’s involvement with One
Beverly Hills.
“One Beverly Hills is a project
that will bring new energy and
beauty to our beloved city, and I
believe Aman Resorts will be the
perfect complement to this worldclass destination,” she said.
Representatives of Aman, which
was founded in 1988, believe the
development will be the centerpiece of a “magnificent urban green
space” – similar to the company’s
facilities in Bangkok.
“Aman Group’s strategy is to
bring the brand’s coveted resort
experiences to urban destinations,”
Aman chairman and CEO Vlad
Doronin said. “This strategic direction has seen us successfully launch
the multiple award-winning Aman

rendering courtesy of Aman

Aman Beverly Hills is expected to
open in 2026.

Tokyo in 2014, and Aman
Residences, Tokyo, will follow next
year, as well as future urban destinations which feature both hotel
and residences – Aman Nai Lert
Bangkok, Aman Miami Beach, plus
the imminent opening of Aman
New York.”
He said joining One Beverly
Hills falls in line with the future of
the Aman brand.
“The announcement of Aman
Beverly Hills further demonstrates
our commitment to this strategy
and long-term vision,” Doronin
said. “Staying true to our DNA and
the revered Aman lifestyle, Aman
Beverly Hills, nestled in its expansive botanical gardens, captures the

legacy and heritage of Aman while
connecting our guests with fascinating urban environments. We
look forward to delivering another
world-class destination on our continued mission to curate hotels and
residences of architectural distinction in exceptional locations, with
our unparalleled service and experiences.”
Aman operates 34 resorts and
hotels in more than 20 countries.
Aman Beverly Hills will be the
company’s fifth property in the
U.S., as it currently operates locations in Wyoming and Utah, and the
company is scheduled to open facilities in New York and Miami in the
near future.

rendering courtesy of Aman

Aman, a lifestyle and hospitality brand, will add a hotel, residences and
a club to One Beverly Hills.
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Beverly Hills prepares for transitional kindergarten
n City plans to hire

more childcare
counselors

By AAron Blevins
The city of Beverly Hills and the
Beverly Hills Unified School
District continue to work toward
implementing a universal transitional kindergarten program, and the
City Council on June 14 allocated
more than $180,000 to hire four
more childcare counselors.
According to a staff report, the
program would impact the city’s
afterschool enrichment/childcare
services, and more childcare counselors would be needed to appropriately staff summer camp classrooms.
Councilman Robert Wunderlich
said the effort was part of a larger
initiative – to have a “truly stellar”
early children education center in
Beverly Hills that would attract
young families to Beverly Hills.
“I’m so heartened by this,” he
said. “This is excellent progress. It
shows the excellent collaboration.”
In 2021, Gov. Gavin Newsom
signed Assembly Bill 130, which
established universal transitional
kindergarten in the state. Although
the BHUSD has offered transitional
kindergarten for more than 10 years,
the district is looking to expand the
program to include all students who
turn four years old by Sept. 1, beginning with the 2025-26 school year.
The staff report states that
BHUSD’s kindergarten program

could potentially extend to some
four-year-old students beginning in
2022-2023, depending on the student’s birthday, and that the implementation of the program could
affect city preschools and childcare
services.
Wunderlich referenced the ongoing construction at El Rodeo
Elementary School and said that,
when completed, it could potentially
house many of the programs.

“I think it is
absolutely why
we’ve loved Beverly
Hills – because of
the sense of
neighborhood,
because of the
sense of an
extended family, and
that started from a
very young age.”
-Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse

“I think it’s great that we’re going
to be starting something as early as
this fall, and we’ll continue to build
from that, and when we have the
extra facilities, it can take a quantum
step forward,” he added.
Wunderlich, who serves as a liaison on the council/BHUSD committee, suggested that the city provide a
subsidy for the programming in the
near future. Councilman Lester
Friedman supported that sentiment.

“I think this is excellent,”
Friedman said. “I think this is an
area that we’re stepping right into.
We see that there is a need for it.”
He said there is a lot of interest to
expand the early childhood programs now, and that he believes the
program will blossom when it
begins. Friedman also praised the
collaboration with the BHUSD.
“I think we’ve really moved
ahead working with them in partnership, which is the way it should be,”
he said.
Councilman John Mirisch said he
supports the program, and that free
and subsidized preschool and childcare would be a “great attractor” for
families looking to relocate to
Beverly Hills.
“I would love to see us go to the
next level sooner rather than later,”
he added.
Vice Mayor Julian Gold said he
would like to see a more clear vision
for the program so that the community could have a better understanding of what the council and district
are looking to accomplish. However,
he said he supports the overall mission.
“I’m sure that there are going to
be a lot of people in this community
who are very excited about it,” Gold
added.
Mayor Lili Bosse said she wished
the program was already in place.
“I think it is absolutely why we’ve
loved Beverly Hills – because of the
sense of neighborhood, because of
the sense of an extended family, and
that started from a very young age,”
she said.

photo by Edwin Folven

Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse, right, “pawsed” for a light-hearted
moment with resident Liz Benichou and her dog Astro during
Business With Bosse on June 9.

Business with Bosse brings
BH community together

Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse nesses and bring the community
spotlighted Flour Shop at 9495 together, Bosse said. For informaSouth Santa Monica Blvd. during tion, visit beverlyhills.org/busiBusiness With Bosse on June 9. nesswithbosse.
The mayor welcomed residents and members of the
business community at the
bakery, which is owned by
baker Amirah Kassem and
her husband Ross Harrow.
Flour Shop offers cakes,
ice cream and special
treats, all made from
scratch. Business With
Bosse events are held
photo by Edwin Folven
twice each month. The
informal gatherings show- Flour Shop offers cakes, ice cream and
case Beverly Hills busi- special treats baked from scratch.
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Thought I would die when my son left for college

EUGENE, Ore. – Here I am, the
cheery existentialist, stirring my
motel coffee with a toothbrush.
Interstate motel rooms. Thirty
bucks a night just in local taxes.
Eight pillows to a bed (in case of
orgies?) Yet, no stirring stix for my
coffee. Barely a Bible to ponder as
I drift off to a restless sleep.
But at the end of a long day on
the road, I take a shower at a Motel
6 in Redding that was almost revelatory. Technically, a baptism. If
you can find a free-flow shower
head in America anymore, just
marry it.
“Hey White Fang, get in here!” I
yell.
White Fang and I are on the road
again. Why? To rescue Smartacus
from his overtly pastoral college in
the Pacific Northwest, to sun him
again, to let his toes dry out from
the rainiest winter anyone up here
can remember.
A wet and gloppy place, Oregon.
“Cuppy,” as they say at the track. I
rather like it.

by
Chris
Erskine

You know, I thought I was gonna
die when my son left for college
nine months ago. Couldn’t breathe
for the first couple of days, then a
few weeks after that. He was my
passion, my purpose.
After he left, all that I had left
was this oversized wolf/dog, who
now had to listen to my rants about
the Cubs, my mad theories about
media bias, my observations about
chronic war.
I’d become a suburban Socrates.
I started wearing togas and wandering from Happy Hour to Happy
Hour, dad tears and dirty martinis.
Obviously, I wear my emotions
on my sleeve; I sing my hymns
straight from the
belly. This boy, with
whom I once shared
nearly every waking
moment, was gone.
We talked every day
though – Smartacus,
O Smartacus…
“He kind of misses us too,” I shared
with White Fang
one day at breakfast.
She looked at me.
photo by Chris Erskine
“Then why doesn’t
White Fang became a super-bored princess – he come back?” she
asked.
you know the type. L.A. is crawling with them.

We both had abandonment issues.
My son, my wife, my other son, my
daughter Rapunzel, they’d all left
home during White Fang’s childhood, took off one day and never
looked back.
You could see the sadness in the
dog’s eyes … the Socratic puzzlement, which came with her typically
Yiddish ethos: “So it’s you I’m left
with? Of all the gin joints. Oy.”
White Fang soon became an ironic, super-bored princess – you know
the type. L.A. is crawling with
them. Shaggy manes. Legs like
palm trees. Look so great climbing
out of a pool.
To fill the time, I’d brush White
Fang constantly. I’d take her to
Starbucks for a “pup cup” (pure
whipped cream). I spoiled her,
which is what you’re supposed to
do with ironic L.A. princesses.
My reputation for spoiling girls
soon grew (I think there’s a website). Along came this Suzanne, the
daughter of a wealthy San Marino
orthodontist who still, in her 60s,
wore a retainer. That should’ve been
my first clue.
Suzanne was an empty nester too.
For kicks, she fostered tiny newborns from very troubled homes. I
said, “What about me? Will you foster me?”
“Maybe,” she said.
Obviously, Suzanne was further
along in her empty-nest recovery
than me. She’d overcome that twisted sense of nostalgia parents suffer
when kids go off to college. She was
reasonable about the whole situation. Yet, like me, she checked in on
her adult kids every day.

photo by Chris Erskine

One T-shirt at a time, we packed up his too tiny dorm room.

Meanwhile, she appreciated the
jaunty way I talked to Smartacus on
the phone, pretending not to miss
him. She liked how I sent him a
care package for Halloween, full of
candy corn.
We started hanging out.
And that’s where things stand
now.
There is, I think, a law of fluid
dynamics at work here. One person
leaves, another fills the void. There
are so many people now. My gawd,
have you seen the lines at the
ARCO?
No, we are hardly short of people
these days. And if you’re lucky, you
find the right people. But, really,
any people will do. Human beings
are still – for all their petty faults –
the only endlessly interesting elements of our long and nasty lives.
And, often, quite charming.

Especially young Smartacus, who
always gives more to others than he
asks in return. Much like Suzanne.
And now, nine months after
dropping him on campus, I feel
emotionally loaded – almost
greedy. After nine months, I feel
like coming out into the waiting
room and announcing: “IT’S A
BOY!!!”
Such a summer we’ll have. The
house is happy again. I’ll have
three great people to help me prep
the burgers, start the grill:
Smartacus, Suzanne and White
Fang.
Really, of all the gin joints…
You can email the columnist at
Letters@ChrisErskineLA.com. For
past columns, or info on books or
upcoming hikes, please go to
ChrisErskineLA.com.
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King Alan and his mornings at the Round Table

By Michael KriKorian

You may have heard of King
Arthur and His Knights of the
Round Table. Well, this is the tale of
King Alan and his Mornings at the
Round Table.
This king – or mayor – is actually
Alan Perlstein of, as it would have
it, Queens, New York, and this
round table is located on
Larchmont Boulevard directly in
front of Peet’s Coffee and Tea.
Every morning, starting about 8
a.m., Alan and his cohorts of
women and men gather for coffee
and conversations in a classic small
town Main Street, USA, scene
straight outta Mayberry.
“I’m a classic people person,”
said Alan, 73, who lives a mile
away near Paramount Studios and
often walks to Peet’s. He was in the
garment industry for 35 years and
now does occasional work as a
movie or TV show stand-in. His
main activity, however, is hosting
this every morning gathering. Even
during the height of the pandemic
here, Alan would not be confined to
his home. Though there were no
chairs put out by Peet’s, he would
bring a folding chair and hold court
near the built-in sidewalk benches
on Larchmont.
“I need the stimulation,” he said.
“What am I gonna do, be a greeter
at Wal-Mart?”
Often seated next to him, from
Tel Aviv, is Amos Shechtman, who
describes himself as “Alan’s assistant and driver.” Amos, 76, lives
nearby. Alan is quick to point out
that, “Amos bought the houses on
both sides of him and has a different woman in each home.”
Amos smiles mischievously, then
rapidly changes the subject, saying
proudly – and it turns out truthfully
– his brother Dan Shechtman won
the Nobel Prize for Chemistry in
2011 for the discovery of quasicrystals. No one at the table has a clue
what a quasicrystal is although one
member quips, “It’s kinda like a
crystal.”
The laughs come often here at the
round table. One morning, Mulu
Tesfay from Ethiopia is seated next
to Alan. Mulu, 51, lives on
Plymouth and walks here most days
before he heads to his job as a
Kindergarten teacher. Still, Alan
insists he is “that Somali pirate terrorist who kidnapped Tom Hanks in
‘Captain Phillips.’” Mulu, who
does bear a slight resemblance to
Barkhad Abdi who played that role,
laughs heartedly. He points out the
movie character was from Somalia
and he is from Ethiopia and just like
that, in a second, the conversation

switches to the under-reported
famine and fighting nightmares
currently going on in Ethiopia.
“No conversation is off the table
here,” Alan said. “It might be about
a Netflix show, we might talk about
a war, we might talk about 18-yearolds being able to buy assault rifles.
Every conversation is welcome.
And everyone is welcome to join
us. We even have some
Republicans here.”
Last Friday, on the middle of the
round table, is the front page of the
Los Angeles Times with a headline
that blares Jan. 6 was “attempted
coup.” The table agrees.
“Liz Cheney really impressed me
today,” said another key member of
the round table, Phil Shaw, the former CEO of La Brea Bakery, founded by Nancy Silverton. Like others,
Shaw refers to the restrictions
brought on by the COVID pandemic as yet another reason for the vitality of this morning gathering.
“With all the travel restrictions
and quarantines, knowing you
could come here and be with
friends and have lively conversations, it was great,” Shaw said. He
was quick to rejoin the conversation
about the Jan. 6 hearings.
The next day, the group picked
up a conversation from the front
page story about the 1993
Burlington Avenue apartment fire
near MacArthur Park that killed 10.
One of the round table regulars
brings up the Columbia Li’l Cycos,
the faction of 18th Street gang
whose member was recently convicted of the murders.
The next day, Mike Lanni, 82,
and his girlfriend Gloria Aaron, 84,
are at the table and explaining how
they ended up here.
“I was just walking by here about
five years ago and Alan asked me
‘what’s your name?’ and offered me
a seat,” Gloria said. “That simple.”
A Peet’s supervisor, Pam
Lueong, has high praise for the
group. “They’re awesome. They
are like part of the Peet’s family.”
Yet another fixture is Jim Clark, a
former chief deputy city attorney
under Mike Feuer who, more
importantly for me, doesn’t skip a
beat when I bring up the legendary
Scottish race car driver Jim Clark
who died in a crash in 1967.
“Yes, I’ve come back from the
dead,” he deadpans.
Next to him sits Lois Mills, a
jewelry designer from Chicago who
lived for many years in Bel Air. She
explains the allure of the round
table.
“I grew up in a tight knit neighborhood on Chicago’s Westside and
this reminds me of where I grew up.

CHLA presents upcoming Walk
and Play community event

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
will host its third annual Walk and
Play L.A. event, presented by
Disney, on Saturday, June 25, at the
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum
and Exposition Park, 3911 S.
Figueroa St.
Walk and Play L.A. is a familyfriendly community event that celebrates and supports the health of
children in Los Angeles, while uniting the Los Angeles sports community. The event will include a 3K
walk, a family festival for all ages
and exclusive sports clinics for
baseball, soccer, football and hockey hosted by professional athletes

for youth participants ages 4-12. All
funds raised through sponsorship
and team peer-to-peer fundraising
will benefit patients at Children’s
Hospital.
Celebrity guests will be KOST
103.5 on air personality Ellen K
and boxing legend Sugar Ray
Leonard, who will serve as honorary hosts, as well as representatives from the Los Angeles
Chargers and the Los Angeles
Kings. Live entertainment will be
provided by Los Angeles Clippers
DJ Dense and junior ambassador
DJ Blake.
For information, visit chla.org.

It reminds me of an actual neighborhood, with mom and pop stores
and dogs and people who look out
for other people. Yes, Alan is the
mayor here, but we all look out for
each other.”
A few people move on to the rest
of their day. A couple more arrive.
By 11 a.m., the round table will be
empty.
Alan looks around and smiles,
kinda proudly.
“I live alone. I’m not a phone
talker. When I leave here, I don’t
talk to anybody,” he said. “But you
can bet I’ll be here tomorrow. See
you tomorrow.”

photo by Michael Krikorian

Alan Perlstein, fourth from right, gathers daily with members of the group
outside Peet’s Coffee and Tea on Larchmont Boulevard.
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Beverly Hills celebrates winners of
27th annual Pie Bake contest
The city of Beverly Hills and its
Community Services Department
held the 27th annual Pie Bake a
‘la Beverly Hills & Piesta on June
12 at the Beverly Hills Farmers’
Market, featuring entertainment,
kids and adults pie-eating contests, and the coveted pie bake
contest.
Eighteen contestants entered pies,
with names including cabernet
grape pie, strawberry rhubarb pie
and lazy apricot pie. First-place and
the title of Best Tasting Pie in
Beverly Hills was awarded to Stacy
Wright of Los Angeles for her strawberry lemon icebox pie. Wright also
received $200 in Beverly Hills
Farmers’ Market money.
The “Most Pie-utiful” and second-place title, along with $100 in
farmers’ market money, was
awarded to Joe Lux of Los
Angeles for his honey lemon chiffon pie. The face of the pie resembled a honeycomb with artful bees
on top.

Third-place and $50 in farmers’
market money was awarded to
Sarah Simms and Violet Tarpey,
both from Beverly Hills, for their
life’s a peach southern pie.
The panel of judges for the pie
contest were Recreation and
Parks commissioners Susan
Mishler and Julian Javor, Human
Relations commissioner Laura
Margo, and Elisa Kaplan and
Charlie Grand, first-place winners from the 2019 pie bake contest. Pies were judged on appearance, creativity, crust, consistency and flavor.
The Pie Bake a ’la Beverly
Hills & Piesta is presented by
the Beverly Hills Community
Services Department and is
held annually in June at the
Beverly Hills Farmers’ Market.
The farmers’ market is preparing for Picklefest, which is
scheduled on Aug. 7. For inforphoto courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills
mation, visit beverlyhills.org Stacy Wright won first-place for her
/farmersmarket.
strawberry lemon icebox pie.

Celebrate Father’s Day at Rodeo
Drive Concours d’Elegance
Thousands of people are
expected at the 27th Rodeo Drive
Concours d’Elegance on Sunday,
June 19.
The event will begin at 9:30
a.m. with a moving display of
more than 50 of the most beautiful
and unique automobiles touring
the streets of Beverly Hills before
joining the car show on Rodeo
Drive, which runs from 11 a.m.-4
p.m. The free car show will offer
visitors and residents an up-close
look at some of the world’s most
prestigious vehicles.
Rolls-Royce will be the featured class this year with at least
12 models demonstrating more
than a century of fine automotive
craftsmanship. Pre-war coachbuilt cars, like the 1925 RollsRoyce Phantom I Jonckheere
Coupe, through modern examples
like the Phantom and Ghost provided by O’Gara Coach, will be
on view.
The best viewing area for the
rally will be along Beverly Drive

between Sunset and Wilshire
boulevards.
“The Father’s Day Concours
d’Elegance is my favorite way to
kick off summer in Beverly
Hills,” Mayor Lili Bosse said.
“The incredible car rally through
the beautiful streets of Beverly
Hills and car show on Rodeo
Drive is a community tradition
and, now more than ever, we are
ready to celebrate together.”
For information, visit rodeodrive-bh.com.

photo by Ted7, courtesy of the city of
Beverly Hills and the Rodeo Drive Committee

Rolls-Royce will be the featured
class this year with numerous
models on display.

Happy

MENU
Petite Steak with Mushroom
Demi Glace
Seasonal Veggies
Rosemary Potatoes
Slice of Pie

Available June 17-June 20

ORDER
NOW!
DINE-IN OR
TAKE OUT!

$24.95 per person
Follow Us!
@duparsfm

6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Frances@Dupars-psr.com
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Resy. 9543 Culver
(310)845-1700.

Lawry’s The Prime
Rib for Father’s Day

T

reat Dad to a special dry aged
ribeye along with signature
offerings served through June 23.
Lawry’s The Prime Rib is offering a
22 oz., 45-day dry-aged ribeye
served with red wine butter, a
twice-baked potato with aged cheddar, and garlic confit for $85. 100
N. La Cienega Blvd., (310)6522827.

Father’s Day at
Waldorf Astoria BH

A

special, one-day only Father’s
Day cookout brunch menu is
presented at both Jean-Georges
Beverly Hills and The Rooftop by
JG from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. A threecourse meal, in partnership with
Modern Times Brewery, includes a
black truffle and fontina pizza,

Colorado lamb chops, whole Maine
lobster and Creekstone Farms
Tomahawk served fresh from the
grill. Enjoy with seasonal cold
brews from Modern Times
Brewery and live entertainment.
Reservations are available on
OpenTable starting at $165 per person and $65 for children under 12
years old. 9850 Wilshire Blvd.,
(310)860-6700.

AKASHA brunch
and dinner

T

reat Dad to AKASHA’s cheese
blintzes with Murray Farm’s
blueberry compote during Sunday
brunch from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Other
menu specials include hanger steak
and eggs, smoked salmon with an
everything bagel platter and Bing
cherry coffee cake with brown
sugar streusel. Special Father’s Day
dinner items served starting at 5:30
p.m. Reservations are available on

BBQ for
DAD
Piedmontese Tomahawk Steak

$19.98/lb.

With this ad only through 6/22/2022

6333 W. Third St. 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned in the
Original Farmers Market for 80 Years

Blvd.,

Nueva on Father’s
Day

S

top in for brunch from 10:30
a.m.-3 p.m. or dinner from 3-10
p.m., to treat dad to a grilled wagyu
flat iron steak with organic eggs
any style and chorizo hash. Nueva
offers a agave flight with one ounce
pours of mezcal, bacanoa, stool and
raicilla favorites that are served
with oranges and chapulines
(grasshoppers). 822 Washington
Blvd., (310)747-6050.

Stand-Up Burgers
debuts in LA

P

art of the Veggie Grill restaurant
family, Stand-Up Burgers
debuts its new vegan burger in
Culver City. The concept opened in
Berkeley in 2021, and this is the
second location to open in
California. The
sustainable,
humane, vegan and bold mission is
to inspire the world to eat less meat
by providing traditional comfort

photo by Jakob Layman

Slices of strawberry rhubarb pie à la mode with Sweet Rose Creamery
vanilla ice cream will be available at Huckleberry Bakery & Café on
June 19 and they are donating 25% of the proceeds to the Loveland
Foundation.

Huckleberry Bakery & Cafe special pie

H

uckleberry is selling slices of
strawberry rhubarb pie à la
mode with Sweet Rose Creamery
vanilla ice cream on June 19 and
donating 25% proceeds to the

Loveland Foundation, which provides Black women and girls with
mental health support and therapy
resources. 1014 Willshire Blvd.,
(310)451-2311.

Pies for Pops!

Dad
Deserves
Du-par’s!

!
y
m
yum my!
crea
Order Direct or
Chow Now
Postmates
DoorDash
Uber Eats

Boston Cream Pie
Blueberry Cream Pie
Strawberry Cream Pie
Cherry Cream Pie
& Many More!

Follow Us!

@duparsfm
In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 • frances@dupars-psr.com
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food that is plant-based. The inventive menu includes The O.G.
Burger, Freebird Chickin’ sandwich
and chili dog. Be sure to order the
Save The Animals-style fries,
crispy buffalo cauliflower and a
Mellow Yellow CBD-infused
shake. 110 S. Fairfax Ave.,
(323)933-3997 and 6374-A Sunset
Blvd., (323)962-3354.

Take dad to the Tam
O’Shanter

K

ick off Father’s Day weekend
at The Tam O’Shanter with a
16 oz., dry-aged ribeye that has
been aged for 100 days to honor the
restaurant’s 100th anniversary. This
special meal is $100 and continues
through June 23. 2980 Los Feliz
Blvd., (323)664-0028.

nomoo new
American burgers

O

fficially launched on June 12,
the playful 100% plant-based
take on Chick-Fil-A's signature
sando is now available at nomoo.
Called the ‘Plant-Fil-A,’ it is

offered on a brioche bun with nonGMO Chick’n, American ‘cheeze’,
butter lettuce, tomato and a house
pickle. 7507 Melrose Ave.,
(323)433-4990.

L’Antica Notte Late
Night Eats

H

ollywood’s L’antica Pizzeria
da Michele launches a new
late-night happy hour menu for
Italian treats and drinks until midnight every Thursday through
Saturday. Enjoy classic pizzas,
arancini and calamari fritti priced
from $15 to $22, plus $12 a glass
wine and spirits specials. 1534 N.
McCadden Place, (323)366-2408.

Urban Plates gifts
dad on Father’s Day

T

he first 100 people to dine in at
Urban Plates this Father’s Day,
will receive a one-of-a-kind limited-edition Urban Plates Urban Grill
King Spice Rub. It’s an ideal rub
for steak, chicken or pork. New
additions to the Urban Plates menu
include the “never-ever” quarter

Thrill Dad with Steaks,
Chops, Ribs on the Grill

pound cheeseburger or a double
cheeseburger. It’s never frozen,
never pasteurized and is from hormone and antibiotic-free from pasture-raised cattle. The patty is
cooked to order and comes piled
high with vine-ripened tomatoes,
hand-sliced American cheese,
grilled onion, whole-leaf lettuce
and house-made Thousand Island
dressing, all served on a toasted
potato bread bun. 12746-3
Jefferson Blvd., (424)256-7274.

Kali beef dinner

N

ext Thursday, June 23, Chef
Kevin Meehan presents a sixcourse tasting menu featuring six
cuts of dry aged California Holstein
beef prepared with local seasonal
ingredients for $195 per person.
The menu features beef tartare; a
New York steak; short ribs with
tomato raisins, olives and zucchini;
a hangar steak with herb jus and
watercress salad; a dry aged ribeye
steak with black garlic jam and a
potato cake, and bone marrow flan
with toasted almonds and salted
caramel. Reservations are available
on OpenTable. 5722 Melrose Ave.,
(323)871-4160.

Farmers Market prepares for Pickle Palooza
The Original Farmers Market
and Kaylin + Kaylin present the
inaugural Pickle Palooza pickle
eating contest on Saturday, June
18, from 1-3 p.m.
Join Kaylin + Kaylin owner
Scott Kaylin, also known as “the
pickle man,” at the event, which
will be co-hosted by KTLA 5
Morning News anchor Chris
Schauble. There will be three
competitions featuring different
flavors of Kaylin’s specialty pickles: savory, spicy and sweet.
Winners will be judged on quantity of pickles eaten and technique.
Pickle-themed photo ops, children’s activities, food and treats
will be available. A portion of proceeds from Kaylin + Kaylin’s
sales from June 17-19 will be
donated to LA ResearchHERS, a
campaign inspiring women to
consider careers in science. All
proceeds from a pickle-in-a-jar
guessing contest will be donated
to the American Cancer Society.
The Original Farmers Market is
located at 6333 W. Third St. for
information, visit eventbrite.com
/e/pickle-palooza-tickets-

345945130197, and farmersmarketla.com.

photo courtesy of the Original Farmers Market

Pickle Palooza at the Original
Farmers Market includes pickleeating competitions, food, treats,
fun activities and photo ops.

ROCK & ROLL WEEKENDS!
EB’s FRIDAY NIGHT DANCE PARTY 7 pm
June 17 :
LITTLE STEVEN’S
UNDERGROUND GARAGE PRESENTS

THE MAGNIFICENT

60s SOUL

H Steaks H Tri Tips
H Beef and Pork Kabobs
H Nancy Silverton’s Burger Blend
H Short Ribs H Pork Ribs
H Tomahawk Beef Steaks
H Tomahawk Pork Steaks
• Charcoal
• Wood Chips
• Variety of Spices
• Sauces

June 24 :
THE LONGSHADOWS

MARKET TAVERN
Tuesdays 7pm - Brits in LA Pub Trivia
Hosted by Sandro Monetti
Thursdays 7 pm - Preston Smith
Fridays 9 pm The Long Shadows
& DJ Dandy Randy Rock N Soul Vinyl Groove
Saturdays 8 pm Soundhouse
& DJ Dandy Randy Rock N Soul Vinyl Groove
Sundays 7PM - KARAOKE
with host Perry
Farmers Market 3rd & Fairfax

At the Original Farmers Market • 6333 W. 3rd St. #350
(323) 938-5383 • huntingtonmeats.com

MARKETTAVERNLA.COM
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Alma Cocina de Mexico reels in diners at The Grove
The new Alma Cocina de
Mexico at The Grove makes you
feel as if you’re at the Hacienda
Beach Club in Cabo San Lucas.
When I shared this impression with
Kevin Morales, director of operations for Mexico City’s hospitality
Grupo Hunan, he said that the
Hacienda is one of the 24 restaurants the company owns, including
23 in Mexico City. Alma Cocina de
Mexico is the first to open in the
United States.
The former Dominique Ansel
Bakery LA has been converted into
a new evolutionary Mexican dining
experience. With the guidance of
Cuaik Comprehensive Design
Studio, the downstairs terrace has
table seating and a lively bar where
signature Alma margaritas are
shaken to sip with tacos, quesadillas and other Mexican fare.
A new escalator transports guests
to the second-floor, fine dining
restaurant. Colorful flora and fauna
are arranged throughout the terrace
and inside the stylish, sand-colored
dining room. Soothing wood, handcrafted chairs made in Mexico and
banquettes lend to the tranquil
atmosphere.
Hand-painted
Mexican tiles and flickering candles adorn a fireplace and the mantle. Draping macramé art accent the
walls.
An array of Mexican dishes
looked appealing on the beautiful,
embroidered menu, such as a variety of raw seafood starters, salads
and grilled courses.
We ordered a Paloma and Alma
margarita made with Cazadores
Blanco tequila, fresh lime,

Cointreau and agave. The margarita
was made with 100% unaged blue
agave tequila offering a hint of citrus that was slightly sweet and had
a soft finish.
A circular wood platter with a
small, cast-iron pot filled with
warm refried beans and melted
cheese played the part of a classic
queso while three Mexican salsas
ranging from mild, medium and
spicy and a basket of crisp tostada
chips were placed on our table. One
of the salsas was very hot, and we
discovered that biting into a sliced
orange garnish that was in the Alma
margarita, neutralized and calmed
the heat of the hot chile.
A colorful Hacienda salad was
our next dish with layers of bright
red strawberry slices, chopped juicy
mango, goat cheese and crisp julienne jicama strips, plus a handful of
spiced crunchy pecans. The refreshing salad was tossed in a delicious
tamarind vinaigrette.
The ceviche in a citrus sauce
arrived with red onion, thin radish
slices, chopped tomatoes, sliced
avocado and cilantro. We also tried
the aguachile de camaron in a sauce
that was made from a black
habanero ash. While not as colorful
as the ceviche, the shrimp was flavorful and cucumber, cilantro, avocado and red onion provided texture.
For our entrées, we selected pan
seared sea bass and a beef dish.
Two sea bass filets on a base of
sliced baked plantains were topped
with a habanero butter sauce and
side of white rice. The fish was
moist and the plantains were a nice
addition. They weren’t too sweet,

By Jill Weinlein
yet a more flavorful starch than just
rice. Be careful this dish is served
with a wickedly hot orange pepper.
When the beefy Robalo en
Matequilla de Haberno arrived, it
reminded us of the queso fundido at
the Hacienda Resort in Cabo. The
melted manchego at Alma Cocina
de Mexico smothered pan-fried
beef strips cooked in a tomatillo
sauce. On top was a fanned-out
avocado and a touch of cream. It
was served with a basket of colorful
tortillas.
For dessert we ordered a chocolate mousse with crushed chocolate
“dirt” and fresh blueberries and a
bunuelo that looked similar to a
fresh Napoleon pastry. It arrived on
a plate with three crispy golden colored fritters, layered with seasonal
sweet strawberries and whipped
cream cheese.
For an authentic Mexican dining
experience, Alma Cocina de
Mexico features flavorful dishes
inspired by the rich culinary history
of Mexico. Be sure to visit the tiendita – “little corner shop” – to find
imported Mexican goods, novel-

Don’t Treat Dad like
Chopped Liver!

photo by Jill Weinlein

Alma Cocina de Mexico transports diners to Cabo San Lucas.

ties, cookbooks, unique dog leashes
and collars. They also sell premium
beer, tequila and mezcal and seasonally rotating house-made seasonal ingredients such as hand-

pressed tortillas, freshly prepared
salsas, moles and seasonings. Open
daily at 11:30 p.m. for lunch and
later for dinner. $$-$$$, 189 The
Grove Drive, (323)879-9596.

Hand-Scooped Milkshakes
REESE’S • M&M
Try our NEW

FLINTSTONES SHAKE

Treat him to a Canter’s
Corned Beef Reuben!
(or Chopped Liver if he prefers!)

Open for dine-in
take out & delivery!
Come see us at our new 2nd location
12109 Santa Monica Blvd. at Bundy
(424) 317-0307
Since 1931

Meet the Flintstones Shake!
Your Favorite Ice Cream
Flavor topped with
Fruity Pebbles!

Open
24 Hours

World Famous, Award Winning Restaurant • Deli • Bakery • Bar

419 N. Fairfax Ave. (323) 651-2030

Order Direct
Chow Now
Postmates
DoorDash
Uber Eats

In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Follow Us!
@duparsfm
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Celebrate the power of music during Make
Music Day Beverly Hills
Enjoy free outdoor musical
events throughout the city during
the second annual Make Music Day
Beverly Hills on Tuesday, June 21,
from 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Presented
by
the
city’s
Community Services Department, in
partnership with the Beverly Hills
Arts and Culture Commission,
Make Music Day Beverly Hills features fun activities in unique spaces.
It is part of Make Music Day, a global music celebration that takes place
on the summer solstice each year
and brings people of all ages and
skill levels together to make music.
Different from a typical music
festival, Make Music Day concerts
are performed by anyone who
wants to play music. The Make
Music Day Beverly Hills schedule

begins with Musical Family Story
Time at the Beverly Hills Public
Library from 10-11 a.m. Join
library storytellers outside in the
Civic Center Plaza at 450 N.
Rexford Drive for musical family
story time. For information, call
(310)288-2211.
Ladurée in Beverly Hills, a
French-purveyor of macarons, will
play classic French music from 10
a.m.-6:30 p.m. The event celebrates
the Fête de la Musique, a world
famous festival founded 40 years
ago in France. Ladurée is located at
311 N. Beverly Drive. For information, call (310)623-1100.
From 11 a.m.-3 p.m., enjoy a
drum circle and Music Mends
Minds program at Roxbury Park,
471 S. Roxbury Drive. Visit the

park from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and join
the community in playing drums
and singing. Some percussion
instruments will be provided, and
participants are encouraged to
bring makeshift drums to use such
as pots and pans. From 1:30-3
p.m., the Music Mends Minds program will be offered, offering
socialization through music-making. For information about the
events at Roxbury Park, call
(310)285-6840
From 5:30-6:30 p.m., guitarist
and
songwriter
Michael
Tanenbaum will perform a backyard concert at 231½ S. Gale
Drive. Tanenbaum performs original compositions of Jewish music
on acoustic guitar, influenced by
The Beatles, Simon & Garfunkel

Fanny’s premieres
‘Gorgeous’ series

Fanny’s, the restaurant and café at
the Academy Museum of Motion
Pictures, will debut its new monthly
live music series and supper club,
“Hello, Gorgeous,” on Saturday,
June 18. Curated by Jason Bentley,
“Hello, Gorgeous” will echo with
the sounds of a rollicking
Hollywood supper club in full
swing. Live music, DJs, a swooning
bar scene and a prix fixe menu from
Chef Raphael Francois will be cast
aglow with dramatic lighting and
pristine sound, inhabited by an
eclectic mix of entertainers for some
unforgettable evenings. The debut
performance
begins
with
singer/songwriter Danielle Ponder,
who is fresh off of a performance on
“Late Night with Seth Meyers” and
has a debut album due this August.
Up until last September, Ponder had
been quietly cultivating her music
career while working as a public
defender for indigent and homeless
people in Rochester, New York. Her
authenticity as a songwriter is evident
in the power of her voice, and the
bluesy boom-bap of her backing tracks
keeps heads nodding in agreement.
Two seatings will occur at 6-6:30
p.m. and 8:30-9 p.m. Reservations
are required and available in three
tiers; Up Close & Gorgeous (2 - 6
people), $200 pp, includes chefcurated prix fixe menu and table
seating; Very Gorgeous (2 - 6 people), $150cpp, includes chef-curated
prix fixe menu and table seating;
and Gorgeous (Bar and Viewing
Tables; 2 - 6 people), $50cpp, food
and beverage not included.
Fanny’s namesake is the legendary
movie, vaudeville, theater and radio
star Fanny Brice, who was portrayed
by Barbra Streisand in her Oscar-winning role in “Funny Girl” (1968).
Both the classic line in Funny Girl
and first words from Streisand when
collecting her Oscar for Best Actress,
“Hello, gorgeous,” is an affirmation
of the indefatigable strength in our
authenticity and provided inspiration
for the new monthly live music series.
“Hello, Gorgeous” is a highly
designed experience, from the
thoughtful food and drinks menu to
Bentley’s distinctive musical direction, presenting exciting and notable
talent to a bustling supper club
atmosphere that hearkens back to
the shimmering nightlife and enduring charm of classical Hollywood.
Reservations can be made via
Tock:
exploretock.com/fannys.
Fanny’s is located in the Academy
Museum at 6067 Wilshire Blvd.

photo courtesy of The Academy Museum

Fanny’s will host The Academy Museum’s new monthly “Hello,
Gorgeous” supper club.

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

Musicians will perform in outdoor spaces throughout the city during Make
Music Day Beverly Hills.

and Shlomo Carlebach. For information, call (310)993-9564.
Pianist and vocalist Selinda will
perform from 8-9 p.m. in her backyard at 1610 N. Beverly Drive. A
graduate
of
the
Central
Conservatory of Music in China
and a 2015 finalist on “China’s Got
Talent,” Selinda will perform original music representing a fusion of
Chinese and American musical
forms. For information, call
(818)468-8422.
Organizers are excited about
Make Music Day Beverly Hills and
encourage everyone to participate.
“I have had a life-long passion
for music. And with music as the
universal language of love for the
world, it so exciting to bring Make
Music Day Beverly Hills to our
community for people to gather and
participate and enjoy the gift of

music,” Arts and Culture
Commissioner Karla Gordy Bristol
said. “I am so honored to be a part
of the Arts and Culture
Commission, working with an
amazing team of commissioners
and community services staff,
bringing important and significant
programs like Make Music Day
Beverly Hills to enhance the arts
and culture experience in our city.”
“We are thrilled to expand on the
success of last year’s inaugural
Make Music Day Beverly Hills,”
Director of Community Services
Jenny Rogers added. “And we hope
the community will join us in making beautiful music together as we
celebrate the power of music and
music making.”
For information and schedule,
visit beverlyhills.org/makemusicday.
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We’ve Got Everything You Need
to Make Your Summer a
SMASH!
Paper Goods • Decorations
Balloons • Banners • Centerpieces
Piñatas & MORE!
10% off all merchandise in the store
with this coupon!
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124
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District outlines expansion for social emotional learning Free lunch available to children

The Los Angeles Unified School
District Board of Education took a
critical step on June 14 to expand
social emotional learning by approving a resolution establishing a
process for the district to adopt a set
of SEL competencies and standards.
The resolutions was authored by
board president Kelly Gonez, and
cosponsored by board members
Scott Schmerelson, Jackie Goldberg
and Tanya Ortiz Franklin. It calls for
an SEL guide, which will include
strategies for teacher, staff and family support, the development of consistent SEL standards and the revision of the annual school experience

survey to better monitor social emotional outcomes.
“As we work to recover from the
pandemic, it’s more critical than
ever that our schools strive to meet
the holistic needs of our students,”
Gonez said. “Deepening the work
of social emotional learning by
establishing consistent standards
and expanding instructional support
will ensure that our students master
critical social emotional skills to
succeed both in our classrooms and
beyond.”
“I am happy to support this affirmation of our board goal and strategic plan priority to invest in the

socio-emotional learning, growth
and development of all our students, [which is] especially important as we continue to navigate the
path to recovery in our school communities,” board vice president
Nick Melvoin said.
SEL teaches concepts like selfawareness, growth mindset and
interpersonal skills that have been
shown to support personal growth
and improved academic outcomes.
The resolution builds on strategic
goals set out by the board in 2021
that prioritized social emotional
learning and student wellbeing.
For information, visit lausd.net.

Los Angeles Unified School
District Superintendent Alberto M.
Carvalho presented the proposed
2022-23 budget to the LAUSD
Board of Education on June 14 for
consideration.
The district’s nearly $18.5-billion
budget includes significant increases, resulting in $1.9-billion in new
investments that reinforce a commitment to academic excellence,
joy and wellness, and support for
students and employees. The budget prioritizes equity-based funding, social emotional learning,
school greening and outdoor education, expanded learning opportuni-

ties, tutoring services, dual language programs, parent engagement, staff professional development, and school safety and security.
“The 2022-23 budget addresses
the district’s most pressing issues
while reaffirming our longstanding
commitment to providing communities throughout all 710 square
miles with a nurturing environment,” Carvalho said. “We remain
vigilant and will ensure we most
effectively and efficiently allocate
recurring
and
non-recurring
resources.”
This year’s budget also reflects

LAUSD’s dedication to supporting its
workforce, he said, building toward
long-term fiscal sustainability and
protecting taxpayers’ investments.
“I am honored to present this
budget as we finalize our work on
the 100-Day Plan and prepare to
introduce our forthcoming strategic
plan,” Carvalho added. “These proposed financial investments will
align with the work we are doing to
inspire
unparalleled
student
achievement.”
The LAUSD Board of Education
is scheduled to vote on the proposed budget at its June 21 meeting. For information, visit lausd.net.

“Al Pacino Live on Stage” begins
with a 7 p.m. pre-show wine and
cheese welcome for the entire audience and concludes with a 9:30 p.m.
VIP post-show champagne and
dessert with Pacino in attendance.
At the post reception, California
State Sen. María Elena Durazo will
present a $5.5 million check awarded to Shakespeare Center Los
Angeles from the State of
California for its ongoing work.
“We are grateful to Al Pacino,
who has become one of our great
supporters, by coming forward to
create an evening in which the general public has an opportunity to
hear first-hand about his remarkable
career that has spanned six decades.
Shakespeare Center Los Angeles is
also grateful to the American
Jewish University for hosting this
event,” said Ben Donenberg,
Shakespeare Center Los Angeles
artistic director.
The event co-chairs are Karla and
William H. Ahmanson, Barry
Navidi, the honorable Jan C. Perry
(Ret) and Katherine and Frank Price.
Tickets begin at $150 and are

available at shakespearecenter.org.
Additional levels of support are
also available. The Gindi
Auditorium is located at 15600
Mullholland Dr.

LAUSD board prepares to vote on budget

Al Pacino live
at Gindi
The storied career of actor Al
Pacino is to be celebrated in a one
night only fundraiser “Al Pacino
Live on Stage,” presented on June
23 at 8 p.m. at Gindi Auditorium at
the American Jewish University.
Following a sequence of film
clips, Pacino, a unique and enduring figure in the world of American
stage and film, will talk about his
career with a moderator, followed
by an open Q+A session with the
audience. The evening will end
with him performing a dramatic
reading.
The
evening
supports
Shakespeare Center Los Angeles.
which creates world-class theater as
a process for youth development
and art-based employment, and
American Jewish University, a
place to engage with Jewish wisdom and advance ideas, dialogue
and debate.

Academy launches magic
hour social event

Visitors can now see the
Academy Museum in a whole new
light. The new magic hour social
series starts June 16 from 6-9 p.m.
Guests can enjoy music, gourmet
snacks and cocktails on the Dolby
Family Terrace and explore the
museum’s spectacular galleries
after hours.
DJs Michelle Pesce and M.O.S.
will be spinning at dusk so attendees can dance the night away.
Vibe: Cocktail Chic!
Tickets are $45; $25 for museum
members. Price includes gallery
admission, gourmet snacks and
cocktails. For tickets, visit academymuseum.org/en/programs/magi
c-hours-academy-museum6fdd2e18-7e0f-d788-20cebb5f8958a9e3. Dinner reservations

are also available for Fanny’s at
fannysla.com. The Academy
Museum is located at 6067
Wilshire Blvd.

photo by Andy Kitchen

The Dolby Family Terrace is located atop the Academy Museum and
will host the new magic hour series.

The city of Los Angeles’
Department of Recreation and
Parks will be providing free
lunch from June 13 - Aug. 8 for
children up to 18 at selected L.A.
city parks’ sites.
The free “Grab and Go” walkup style meals will be provided
for pick-up. Meal pick-up times
vary by location.
The goal of the Summer Food
Service Program ensures children
receive at least one nutritious and
balanced meal when school is not
in session.
The lunch menu will offer a
variety of healthy food options,
such as fresh deli sandwiches,
and a serving of fresh fruit or
vegetables and milk. The lunches
meet all the USDA nutrition standards as well as the city’s Good
Food Purchasing Policy.
“The
Department
of

Recreation and Parks wants to
ensure that children have access
to healthy meals all summer
long,” department general manager Mike Shull said. “We are
thankful for the Summer Food
Service Program, which continues to have a positive impact on
the lives of many families and
youth across our city.
The lunch program is funded
by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and is administered
by the California Department of
Education. The city of Los
Angeles, the USD, and the CDE
Nutrition Services Division prohibit discrimination in programs
and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, gender,
religion, age or disability.
To find participating park locations, visit laparks.org/foodprogram or call (818)346-2700.

photo courtesy of L.A. County Parks

The city and county of Los Angeles will provide free meals to students
throughout the summer.
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WeHo raises Pan-African flag for Juneteenth
The city of West Hollywood
invites community members to
attend a Pan-African flag-raising
ceremony in celebration of the
Juneteenth holiday on June 19 at 10
a.m. in the auto court behind West
Hollywood City Hall, located at
8300 Santa Monica Blvd. The ceremony will commemorate and honor
the historical significance of
Juneteenth and serve as a gathering
space for residents, community
members, activists and organizers,
as well as elected officials, dignitaries and members of the city’s
commissions, advisory boards, and
social justice task force.
Juneteenth,
also
called
Emancipation Day, Jubilee Day,
Freedom
Day
and
Black
Independence Day, is recognized
on June 19 each year marking the
date when some of the last enslaved
people in the Confederacy were
notified of their freedom on June
19, 1865. Juneteenth is recognized
annually to commemorate the ending of slavery in the United States
and represents a special day of
reflection.
Juneteenth is not only a reminder
of a painful chapter in American
history, but it also serves as an
opportunity for people to recommit

to combat all forms of modern-day
slavery, human trafficking, and
racial injustice. In June 2021,
President Joe Biden signed a bill to
recognize Juneteenth as a federal
holiday. In June 2020, the West
Hollywood City Council established Juneteenth as an observed
holiday in West Hollywood. In
January 2022, the City Council
approved direction to initiate steps
to recognize Juneteenth as an official city holiday, which will require

forthcoming amendments to the
city’s Municipal Code.
The Pan-African flag was
designed to represent people of the
African diaspora and consists of
three equal horizontal bands of red,
black and green. The three colors
of the flag symbolize: red for the
blood that unites all people of Black
African ancestry and has been shed
for liberation; black for the people
whose existence as a nation, though
not a nation-state, is affirmed by the

photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

West Hollywood will fly the Pan-African flag in celebration of Juneteenth
on June 19.

Hollywood Bowl marks Juneteenth with all-star lineup

Sunday, June 19 marks the
anniversary of Black Independence
Day in America or Juneteenth. In
recognition of this day, “JUNETEENTH: A Celebration of
Freedom” will take place at the
Hollywood Bowl on Sunday, June
19, featuring a diverse lineup of
thoughtful, impactful and essential
Black artists.
The bill includes Anthony
Hamilton, Billy Porter, Debbie
Allen Dance Academy, Earth Wind
& Fire, Jhené Aiko, Killer Mike,
Lucky Daye, Mary Mary, Michelle
Williams,
Mickey
Guyton,
Questlove, Robert Glasper, The

Roots and The Re-Collective
Orchestra (a 68-piece all-Black
symphony orchestra). Notably, the
event makes history as it will be the
first time an all-Black orchestra performs on stage in the Hollywood
Bowl’s 100-year history. Principal
Hollywood Bowl Orchestra conductor Thomas Wilkins will be joined in
his duties by Derrick Hodge, while
Adam Blackstone and Academy
Award-winning filmmaker and The
Roots co-founder Questlove will
serve as the evening’s musical directors. It promises to be an unforgettable celebration of Black culture
and excellence brought to life and

A fond farewell for Lorri L.
Jean upon her retirement

Lorri L. Jean was shown in the May 29, 2003, issue of the Beverly
Press and Park Labrea News as she prepared to take the reins as CEO
of the Los Angeles LGBT Center. Jean had previously served as the
center’s executive director from 1993-99, and returned after working
on the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. Jean was selected to
guide the center into the future and helped expand services throughout the county. She led the center for nearly two decades, and plans
to retire on July 1.

powered by Black creators.
Tickets are currently available
online at hollywoodbowl.com or via
phone at (323)850-2000. Programs,
artists, prices and dates subject to
change. Ticket limits may apply.

existence of the flag; and green for
the abundant natural wealth of
Africa.
The city of West Hollywood has
a decades-long commitment to
promoting social justice and equal
rights. The city works diligently to
advocate for the fundamental rights
of community members and to
speak out against injustice, and the
city has a legacy of supporting initiatives that highlight inclusivity
and equality, including hosting
panels about racial equity, police
violence and criminal justice
reform
in
recognition
of

Juneteenth. West Hollywood
prides itself on being a safe and
affirming space for everyone and
has a core value of respect and support for people.
For additional information about
the Pan-African Flag-Raising
Ceremony in celebration of the
Juneteenth holiday, please contact
Jasmine Duckworth, the city of
West Hollywood’s Community
Programs Coordinator at (323)8486559 or jduckworth@weho.org.
For people who are Deaf or hard of
hearing please call TTY (323)8486496.

Juneteenth at LA Live
Fixins Presents: Juneteenth
Celebration at LA Live in XBOX
Plaza will be held on June 18 from
3-9 p.m.
Fixins Soul Kitchen, the fullservice soul food restaurant
owned by NBA Legend and 55th
Mayor of Sacramento Kevin
Johnson that celebrates African
American culture and traditions, is
inviting all to come together to
celebrate Black culture for a fun
day of music, food, drinks and
community.
For this event, Fixins will be
partnering with &things, a multidimensional collective from
Sacramento on a mission to create
new experiences, push boundaries
and build community across
music, culture, art and technology.
Guests can enjoy an array of activities including lawn games, a beer
garden and performances from a
variety of DJs, including
Cassanova, DJ Millie, DJ Ash B,

Kiare and Bree (Butterbaby).
Throughout the day, Fixins will
serve popular Soul Bites like
chicken and waffles, shrimp and
grits, catfish, as well as drinks,
specialty cocktails (including its
popular Kool Aid), beer, wine and
all Black-owned spirits. Fixins is
also partnering with L.A. fashion
skate brand Circulate, by designer
Corey Populous for an exclusive
Juneteenth t-shirt collab showcasing a theme or topic that would
‘Circulate’ around the community, delivering clothes with a message.
Tickets are available to the public for purchase for $16.95 at
dice.fm/partner/six-degrees-creative-management-and-consulting-llc/event/5yq7k-fixins-presents-juneteenth-at-la-live-18thjun-xbox-plaza-at-la-live-hollywood-tickets. Xbox Plaza at LA
Live is located at 800 W. Olympic
Blvd.
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Getty pays tribute to the Middle Ages
From fairytales to theme parks
and “Harry Potter” to “Game of
Thrones,” the Middle Ages have
been mythologized, dramatized and
re-envisioned time and again, proving an irresistible point of inspiration for creative reinterpretations.
The stories and images of vibrant
illuminated manuscripts have
informed countless genres, of which
fantasy is one of the most prevalent
and revealing.
Spanning two galleries and divided into five sections, “The Fantasy
of the Middle Ages” (on view at the
Getty Center from June 21-Sept.
11) looks closely at medieval inspiration in the storytelling and art of
many creators, including the
Brothers Grimm, J.R.R. Tolkien,
Howard Pyle, Arthur Rackham and
Disney Studio artists.
“Drawn from the Getty
Museum’s singular collection of
medieval manuscripts, together
with select objects from later centuries, this exhibition examines how
works of fantasy blend historical
source material with legendary or
magical elements in the creation of
characters, creatures and cultures
that have captured readers’ imaginations for centuries,” said Timothy
Potts, Maria Hummer-Tuttle and
Robert Tuttle Director of the Getty

Museum. “We are fortunate to have
a rich and diverse collection of
manuscripts and a group of highly
creative curators that allows us to
explore this and many other themes
through constantly rotating exhibitions.”
“The Middle Ages continually
inspire revivalist versions of art, literature, photography, film, immersive reenactments, video games and
much more. This exhibition will
capture some of the magic that this
period evokes, while also exploring
themes of gender, sexuality, race
and religion in both medieval and
modern fantasy,” said Bryan C.
Keene, assistant professor of art history at Riverside City College and
former associate curator of manuscripts at Getty.
The exhibition’s first section, The
Medieval Imagination, concentrates
on the close relationship between
history and fantasy in the Middle
Ages. Medieval works provided
inspiration for centuries of reinterpretations of their costumes, settings and architecture.
A Magical Middle Ages looks at
the emergence of fairies, goblins,
wizards and more in the revival of
“once upon a time" folktales, lore
and handcrafts, and includes magic
wands alongside prints and books

that reimagine witches, dragons and
other magical creatures as part of
the Middle Ages.
King Arthur and Camelot highlights one of the most beloved and
retold medieval stories, featuring
Queen Guinevere, the wizard
Merlin and the knights of the Round
Table, by pairing an illuminated
manuscript with prints, photographs and books related to historical re-imaginings of this legendary figure and his court. Staging
the Middle Ages explores the
chivalric drama of medieval tournaments and pageants during the
postmedieval period, including
Andy Warhol’s pop-up castle and
costume studies for Hollywood
films.
Finally, The Middle Ages on
Location brings the settings of the
Middle Ages into view, from castles
to cathedrals, forests and faraway
lands, as they are presented in
movies and video games, all recognizable places included in
medieval-inspired films and television, as well as familiar scene-setting concept art for Disney’s
“Sleeping Beauty” and the prop
book from “The Sword in the
Stone.”
The Middle Ages live on in myriad ways in popular culture and as

Ukrainian-American pianist graces The Wallis stage

The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts presents an
evening with acclaimed UkrainianAmerican pianist Inna Faliks, who
breaks new ground with an homage
to Beethoven and Ravel. The
evening will include the live premieres of new works for the piano
by nine contemporary composers,
including Paola Prestini, Billy
Childs, Timo Andres, Richard
Danielpour, Peter Golub, Ian
Krouse, David Lefkowitz, Mark
Carlson and Tamir Hendelman.
The event will be held June 22 at
7:30 p.m. in The Wallis’ Bram
Goldsmith Theater.
Also on the program is
Beethoven’s Bagatelles, op. 126,
and Ravel’s Gaspard de la Nuit. A
pre-concert prelude with Inna
Faliks and Classical California
KUSC’s Brian Lauritzen takes
place on stage at 6:30 p.m.

GRAMMY
Museum hosts
Pride concert

The GRAMMY Museum’s
rooftop concert series, Spotlight
Saturdays, will host a special
evening in honor of Pride Month
on June 18 at 7 p.m., with doors
opening at 6:15 p.m. The event
will be held on the museum’s new
outdoor rooftop terrace. The concert will be with PEG Records
and feature performances by Bob
The Drag Queen, Manila Luzon
and Trinity The Tuck and will
include special SERV Vodka
cocktails.
Spotlight Saturdays Rooftop
Summer Concerts is the GRAMMY Museum’s new outdoor concert series, bringing some of
today’s most exciting up-and-coming artists to the stage for a memorable experience on the museum’s
rooftop backdropped by breathtaking sunset views of DTLA.
The GRAMMY Museum is
located at 800 W. Olympic Blvd.

The performance will celebrate
Faliks’ CD release of the program
on Navona Records, which was
recorded/produced during the global pandemic with the help of
Yamaha’s Disklavier technology.
Ticket prices are $29-$79 per

person. The Wallis Annenberg
Center for the Performing Arts is
located at 9390 N. Santa Monica
Blvd. To purchase tickets and for
information, call (310)746-4000
(Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.) or
visit thewallis.org/faliks.

photo courtesy of The Getty Museum

The Fantasy of the Middle Ages” exhibit at The Getty Museum looks
closely at medieval inspiration in the storytelling and art of many creators.

collectible items. A display of
objects from the personal collections of Getty staff connects the
themes of the exhibition and shows
the endurance of fantasies of the
Middle Ages today. Expect to find
miniatures from “Dungeons &
Dragons,” the whimsical artwork of
“Magic: The Gathering” cards, game
cartridges for “The Legend of
Zelda,” Halloween costumes, “Lord
of the Rings” ephemera and Barbie
royalty.
“This exhibition pulls back the
curtain on some of the original
scenes that have moved artists and
storytellers for centuries,” said

‘Master Minds’ looking for trivia buffs
Game Show Network is casting
its hit game show “Master
Minds,” which features Ken
Jennings and the Beast from “The
Chase.” Contestants have the
opportunity to win $10,000 (or
more). The show is looking for
trivia buffs who have what it takes

photo courtesy of the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts

Inna Faliks will perform at The Wallis on June 22

Rainy
Season
is here!
Call Now!

Full Serivce Residential and
Commercial Roofer
Locally owned & operated since 1925.
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts
• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood
(323)469-2981
www.supremerooﬁng.com

Larisa Grollemond, assistant curator of manuscripts of the J. Paul
Getty Museum. “Our hope is that
visitors relish drawing connections
between the illuminated manuscripts and the works they
inspired.”
This exhibition is accompanied
by a publication, “The Fantasy of
the Middle Ages: An Epic Journey
through Fantasy Medieval Worlds,”
and an audio tour.
The Getty Center is located at
1200 Getty Center Dr. The museum
is free, but reservations must be
made in advance at (310)440-7300
or getty.edu/visit.

to go up against Jennings and the
Beast.
Those looking to apply can visit
form.jotform.com/221426523130
139.
For information and additional
questions, email mastermindscasting@gsn.com.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
June 5 and June 11. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department
June 5
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 9600 block of
Olympic at 1:34 a.m.
At 2:19 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Santa Monica
and Elm.
A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Olympic and Avenue of the
Stars at 2:26 a.m.
At 2:42 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. Beverly.
A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Santa Monica and Palm at 9:38
p.m.
At 10:58 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a commercial theft
in the 9000 block of Wilshire.

June 6
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Canon and Brighton.
A vandalism incident was reported
near the corner of Santa Monica
and Camden at 7:40 a.m.
At 8 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 400 block of N.
Bedford.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of N.
Palm at 8:32 p.m.

June 7
At 1:13 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Santa Monica
and Rodeo.
An unknown suspect committed a
residential burglary in the 400
block of N. Doheny at 8:10 p.m.
At 8:53 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported near the corner of
Clifton and Le Doux.

burglary in the 400 block of S. El
Camino at 4:40 p.m.

a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 7600 block of
Norton.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7600 block of Santa
Monica at 12:37 p.m.
At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 600 block of S.
Robertson at 4:30 p.m. Another
petty theft was reported in the
same location at 6:50 p.m.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of N. Palm.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft near the
corner of La Brea and Santa
Monica.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
N. Rexford at 7 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8400 block of Santa
Monica at 7:55 p.m.

June 10
At 9:38 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 9800
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of N.
Crescent at 1 p.m.
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft from a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
S. Camden.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft from a vehicle parked in
the 300 block of S. Camden at
7:30 p.m.
At 8:23 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft from a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
McCarty.
A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
Charleville and Robertson at
10:08 p.m.

June 11
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 200 block
of N. Rodeo.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 400 block of S.
La Cienega at 4 a.m.
At 12:22 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 9500 block of Brighton.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 200 block of N.
Canon at 4 p.m.
At 7:53 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8600 block
of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
S. La Cienega at 8:50 p.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Hilldale and Vista Grande.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8800 block of
Santa Monica at midnight.

June 6
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 500 block of West Knoll at 1:34
a.m.
At 1:55 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 600 block
of N. Robertson.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7300 block of
Hawthorn at 3:40 a.m.
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7600
block of Norton.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
Stanley at 6:30 p.m.
At 9:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8000
block of Norton.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Larrabee and Sunset at 10 p.m.

June 7
At noon, an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 900
block of N. Harper.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8800 block of
Dorrington at 7:28 p.m.

June 8

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8900 block of
Santa Monica at 12:30 a.m.

June 9

An unknown suspect committed a

At 5:45 a.m., a suspect assaulted

June 5
At 1:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Detroit and Second.
An unknown suspect pickpocketed
a victim in the 6400 block of Selma
at 1:47 a.m.
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6100
block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 700 block of N.
Edinburgh at 8:30 a.m.
At 11:20 a.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 200
block of N. Larchmont.
A domestic violence incident was
reported in the 1100 block of S.
Sherbourne at 1 p.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 400 block
of S. Curson.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 400 block of S.
Burnside at 8:35 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1200 block of N. Orange.

June 6
At 8:58 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7500
block of Melrose.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6500 block of
Olympic at 2:09 p.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7100 block of De Longpre.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Fountain
and Vine at 6 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1000 block of
Genesee at 8:26 p.m.

At 7:30 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 400 block of S.
Robertson.

Los Angeles Police
Department

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8400 block of
Sunset at 8:40 a.m.

At 12:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
600 block of N. Robertson.

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 800 block of N. Huntley at 2:44
a.m.

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 600
block of N. Robertson.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8500
block of Beverly.

At 9:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
200 block of N. Canon.

June 9

June 11

At 4:26 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1300
block of Havenhurst.

June 5

At 2:01 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
bock of N. Rodeo.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8500
block of Sherwood.

June 8

At 9:42 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8700 block
of Sunset.

At 2:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8900 block of Santa Monica.
Another petty theft was reported
near the corner of Santa Monica
and Hancock at 2:30 a.m.

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 1200 block of N. La Brea at
3:55 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8400 block of
Beverly at 3:55 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 9100 block of
Wilshire at 9 p.m.

A vandalism incident was reported
in. the 600 block of N. Crescent at
3:30 a.m.

June 10

At 6:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1600
block of N. Las Palmas.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1600 block of N. Las
Palmas at 7:30 p.m.
At 10 p.m., a burglary was reported in the 8100 block of Third.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 900 block of
S. Cochran at 3:30 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. Sycamore.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 5400 block of Wilshire at
7:30 p.m.
At 8:25 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Hollywood and Highland.

June 8
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Third and Flores.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of N.
Larchmont at 1:46 a.m.
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1200 block of N. Las Palmas.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7000 block of Sunset at
12:45 p.m.
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7100
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 8100 block of Sunset at
8:20 p.m.

June 9
At 1 a.m., a suspect assaulted a
victim during a domestic violence
incident in the 7000 block of
Hawthorn.
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident
near the corner of La Brea and
Sunset at 2 a.m.
At 9:55 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8500 block
of Olympic.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Romaine
and Orange at 4:30 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Hollywood and Orange.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 800 block of
S. Citrus at 5:30 p.m.
At 5:45 p.m., an attempted burglary was reported in the 6400
block of Hayes.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Eighth and Highland at 7 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 800
block of S. Tremaine.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Sunset
and Laurel at 9 p.m.

June 10
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 6200
block of De Longpre.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7600 block of Sunset at
3:15 a.m.

June 7

At 5:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Hollywood and Argyle.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8900 block of
Melrose at 10:30 p.m.

At 1:35 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6100
block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7100 block of
Beverly at 9 a.m.

At 10:49 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
8100 block of Norton.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of N. La
Brea at 4:47 a.m.

At 9:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of N. Norton.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 600 block of
Robertson at 11:36 p.m.

At 6:47 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6200
block of Santa Monica.

An attempted robbery was reported in the 100 block of N. Wetherly
at 9:30 a.m.

At 4:17 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7900 block of Santa Monica.
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The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

INCOME TAX

ALL YEAR
INCOME TAX

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW CLIENTS

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036

WEST HOLLYWOOD

Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
s
e
ic
Pr

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program.

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Ways to subscribe

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.

323.393.5238

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of

as seen on YouTube!

HANDYMAN
HONEST HANDYMAN
DOES IT ALL
Serving the Westside for 32 years
• Plumbing • Electrical
• Roofing • Tile • Flooring
• Painting • A/C Repair
Carpentry • Drywall
• Windows • Decks
• Kitchen & Bath Specialist

FORT CONSTRUCTION
General Contractors
Call Manny

(310)729-9612
(424)284-3314

Lic#465817 Bonded • Insured

fortconstructionla.com

HANDYMAN WANTED
Reliable handyman,
4-unit buidling.
Beverly-Fairfax area.
References.
Leave message no texting. email:marilynfaber@att.net
(818)347-9317

WE PUBLISH
LEGAL NOTICES!

Send inquiries to
karen@beverlypress.com

“Our People Our Places” magazine!

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Early moistures
5. Fiddle stick
8. Timber
12. High over
13. Tennis champ Sharapova
15. ___ Alto, Calif.
16. Hawaiian dance
17. Paradises
18. Bakery employee
19. “Your love keeps ........” song
22. Ball director
23. Fish-fowl link
24. Selected
28. Court reporter’s machine
34. Buttery and creamy, as pastry
35. Familiar with
36. She played Sally who met Harry
(actress)
37. ‘60s love song
42. Dean’s e-mail address ender
43. Person of action
44. Quickly, quickly
45. Exhaustion
48. Spoke at a Bee
49. Q followers
50. Palindromic female name
52. 1980 love song
61. Prefix with science
62. Loan type
63. Holds up
64. Head parasites

65. French river
66. Tune
67. Inn inventory
68. Chinese condiment
69. Cheese
Down

1. Author of “Fantastic Mr. Fox”
2. Small case
3. Pack animal
4. Row
5. Identifiers
6. Utah Lake city
7. Napa Valley product
8. Water source
9. Tearful
10. Not aweather
11. Unit of pressure
13. Food compilation
14. “Evil Dead” character
20. Winter pond surface
21. Hole-___
24. Vinegar bottle
25. Indian language
26. Happening
27. Pipe down!
29. Cake sections
30. Terminate
31. Marseille moniker
32. Organ part
33. Nefertiti's realm
38. Contribute

39. Euripides’ drama
40. Wedding column word
41. Baby seat
46. Sights
47. Appetizing
48. ___ Gabriel
51. Craps cubes
52. Tree with caffeinated pods
53. Olympian Zatopek
54. Ice hockey org.

55. Thirteen popes
56. Potpourri
57. Tennis girl, Steffi
58. Time past
59. Newspaper item, for short
60. Insurer for military personnel

answers on page 27
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Adam Sandler scores rare win with sports flick ‘Hustle’

Few words deserve an immediate
cringe like “Happy Madison
Productions.” Adam Sandler seems
delightful, but his resume slants a
bit more shameless, often painful.
Still, a rare gem arrives (“50 First
Dates,” “Punch-Drunk Love,”
“Uncut Gems”).
But those differ from his latest
film “Hustle,” a feel-good basketball film. No matter. Add it to the
Sandler Top 5, and pretty close to
the b-ball movies Top 5 too.
Shocking as it may seem, “Hustle”
is a perfect summer film, both
engaging and hopeful.
Sandler already led a pseudosports flick in “Uncut Gems,” his
hometown Knicks taking center
stage. This time, he’s Stanley
Sugarman, a 76ers scout who
scours the world in search of new
talent.
He doesn’t enjoy the job, which
keeps him away from wife Teresa
(Queen Latifah) and daughter Alex

(Jordan Hull). He almost lands his
dream gig as an assistant coach, but
new big wig Vince Merrick (Ben
Foster) needs the indispensable
scout to fix his mistake, find a golden goose before the season starts.
So back on the road he goes. In
Spain, he chances upon a pick-up
game and encounters Bo Cruz
(Utah Jazz power forward Juancho
Hernangomez), a towering street
player who easily hustles quick
cash at the expense of some showboaters. That hustle comes into play
later on, and it pays tribute to
Sandler’s love of spontaneous
games that coalesce on community
courts. Just look up the man’s many
pick-up appearances amongst
locals in Long Island.
Before Bo can shift from concrete to wood flooring, however, he
encounters his first obstacle. The
brass back home remain unconvinced he’s the next Jordan, fear
gambling on an unknown commod-

photo courtesy of Netflix

Professional NBA players Juancho Hernangomez and Anthony Edwards
add authenticity to the story in “Hustle.”

ity. That doesn’t stop Stanley, who
morphs from scout to a coach of
one, prepping Bo to stand out.
If a good sports montage elicits
no reaction, don’t bother with
“Hustle.” This one sports a hefty
amount as Bo trains. And they work
quite well. Why mess with something “Rocky” proved belongs?
Hernangomez’s Bo doesn’t monologue or bare all that’s internal.
These quick shots of struggle, frustration, execution, evolution serve
as a primary method for moving his
story forward.
The pacing, production, even acting from a small army of current
and former players (Barkley,
O’Neal, Dr. J, Nowitzki) succeed,
minus some pandering. Even
“Inside the NBA’s” Kenny Smith,
in a first as someone other than
himself, enjoys a supporting position as sports agent Leon.
As for Sandler, this role plays to
his strengths. No Billy Madison
voice arrives. Instead, Sandler portrays an unkempt former contender
beat down by years of disappointment. Career indifference quashes
passion until he finds something –
more to the point, someone – to
fight for. It’s an effective role, decorated with intermittent, actually
funny jokes that lighten the thrills
and anxieties that accompany professional sports.
If only the story cared more
about Stanley and Bo’s families.

photo courtesy of Netflix

Stanley Sugarman (Adam Sandler) searches for the next great basketball talent in “Hustle.”

Family serves as a promising subplot, especially Alex’s school struggles and growing distance from
dad. Something seems to have been
left on the cutting board there.
Same for Queen Latifah’s T, who
lovingly supports Stanley and pushes back against his more basic
dilemmas, but she never progresses
herself.
What makes “Hustle” unique is a
lack of a villain. Sure, Vince hinders Stanley’s career goals, and No.
2 pick Kermit Wilts (Timberwolves
shooting guard Anthony Edwards)
bullies Bo a few times. But the real
enemy lies within.
“It’s you against you,” Stanley
says. That’s a central theme, one
laced into the film’s fabric. Bo

plays informally throughout the
film, never for a team with a clear
seasonal goal. It’s all about getting
to that point.
Perhaps the greatest criticism
occurs in the third act, which overflows with plot. Bo must confront
his emotional state on the fly, moving directly from one thing to
another, without much time to justify the evolution that occurs.
Make no mistake, “Hustle” follows a formula. And a final
sequence relies on melodramatics
to summarize the fate of various
characters a bit too neatly. That’s
what a feel-good story requires.
Luckily, this one entertainments
with the feels and sporting joys that
come with the genre.
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Project Angel Food marks milestone
with delivery of 15 millionth meal

Project Angel Food CEO Richard
Ayoub and actress and Project
Angel Food trustee Sheryl Lee
Ralph presented the nonprofit’s 15
millionth meal on June 9.
“Project Angel Food’s 15 millionth meal is a celebration of the
community who has made this
milestone possible and of the thousands of critically ill men, women
and children of Los Angeles we
serve,” Ayoub said. “It is also a
stark reminder of the vital work yet

to be done. We are delivering more
than 1.2 million medically tailored
meals each year and the need is
growing exponentially, so we know
with each milestone record we set,
another will be broken tomorrow.”
Ralph stars in ABC’s “Abbott
Elementary” and serves on Project
Angel Food’s Board of Trustees.
She counted down to the 15 millionth meal live on air with KTLA
reporter Gayle Anderson.
“Thanks to everybody and your

photo courtesy of Project Angel Food

Project Angel Food CEO Richard Ayoub, left, and actress Sheryl Lee
Ralph presented the 15 millionth meal to client Vernel P., who joined the
nonprofit as a part-time driver to give back.

hard work and what you give into
making this happen,” Ralph said.
“The volunteers and workers are
the ones who help make this possible.”
Vernel P., a formerly homeless
Project Angel Food client, received
the milestone meal. With Project
Angel Food’s help, his health and
housing situation improved. He
was so moved by Project Angel
Food’s mission that he decided to
join the organization as a part-time
driver.
“Thank you for saving my life,”
Vernel said after receiving the 15
millionth meal. “The volunteers are
what makes [Project Angel Food]
so special and that’s why I want to
be part of the team.”
Before the 15 millionth meal presentation, Anderson was honored
with the 74th Los Angeles Area
Emmys Governors Award by the
Television Academy and Los
Angeles Area Governors Award
committee. She was surprised live
on air by chairman and CEO of the
Television
Academy
Frank
Scherma.
Founded in 1989, Project Angel
Food strives to end food insecurity
and improve the health outcomes
of critically ill residents. The organization prepares and delivers medically tailored meals to 2,400 critically ill men, women and children
daily.
For
information,
visit
angelfood.org.

Great L.A. River Clean Up returns on June 18

Volunteers are sought for the
Great L.A. River Clean Up on
Saturday, June 18, from 8 a.m.12:30 p.m.
Join Friends of the Los Angeles
River in the Glendale Narrows section of the river to collect trash and
prevent waste from polluting urban

waterways. Participants will meet
at the Bette Davis Picnic Area,
1620 Rancho Ave. in Glendale. The
picnic area is located at the
upstream end of the scenic
Glendale Narrows, the central and
longest natural-bottom stretch of
the L.A. River. The picnic area fea-

tures old sycamore trees and a 1938
historic bridge. The river has
sloped concrete sides and an earthen bottom in the narrows, with
trees, sandbar islands and birds
including ducks, stilts, egrets and
herons.
Work gloves, trash bags and hand
sanitizer will be provided.
Volunteers are encouraged to wear
sturdy, closed-toed shoes that can
get wet, and bring a water bottle.
For information and to register,
visit eventbrite.com/e/the-great-lariver-cleanup-bette-davis-picnicarea-tickets-333638901937.

photo courtesy of the First-In Fire Foundation

First-In Fire Foundation president Lyn MacEwen Cohen, center, joined
Fire Station 61 firefighters Jesse Gonzalez, Manny Zepeda, Mike
Oeser and Jesse Contreras; Capt. Doug Noonan; firefighter Luke
Peterman; Greg Martayan, director of public safety and special projects for Councilman Paul Koretz’s office; and firefighter Tony Verdecia
at the Flag Day celebration.

Foundation honors firefighters with
pie and ice cream on Flag Day
The First-In Fire Foundation
celebrated firefighters in the 4th
and 5th City Council districts on
June 14 on Flag Day. The foundation delivered flagberry pies made
with blueberries and strawberries
from Du-par’s Restaurant and
vanilla ice cream from Local Ice,
both at the Original Farmers
Market, to local fire stations. The
deliveries were part of the foundation’s Firehouse Dinners program
and were made in partnership with
the offices of Councilmembers
Paul Koretz, 5th District, and
Nithya Raman, 4th District.
“Thank you very much for the
ice cream and pies,” said Capt.
Doug Noonan, of Fire Station 61
at 5821 W. Third St. “It’s a simple,
classic gesture of appreciation that
we value so much. We look forward to enjoying them.”
“It is our pleasure and honor to
deliver pies, patriotism and friendship to our local fire stations on
Flag
Day,”
First-In
Fire
Foundation
president
Lyn
MacEwen Cohen said. “We salute
local firefighters’ courage as a

reminder that the local community
truly cares.”
Frances Tario, owner of Dupar's brought along her son,
Royce, 10, to meet the firefighters.
For information and ways to
support firefighters, call (323)9338164, or visit firstinfirefoundation.org.

photo courtesy of Frances Tario

Royce Tario, son of Du-Par’s
owner Frances Tario, enjoyed
meeting firefighters on Flag Day.

Bogie’s Liquor
photo by Edwin Folven

The clean-up project will be held in the Glendale Narrows section of the
L.A. River.

Hike in memory of Tom LaBonge
on summer solstice
In memory of the late Los Angeles
City Councilman Tom LaBonge,
join a summer solstice sunset hike to
Mt. Hollywood on Tuesday, June 21.
The hike starts at 6 p.m. at the
Charlie Turner Trailhead, 2840 W.
Observatory Road., and concludes
at the Tom LaBonge Panorama.

Parking is $10 in the nearby
Griffith Observatory lot, and free at
the Greek Theatre, where a DASH
bus can take hikers to and from the
trailhead. Participants are encouraged to bring refreshments to celebrate the start of summer. Sunset
will be at 8:08 p.m.

Greater Miracle Mile Chamber
meets at El Coyote Café

Join the Greater Miracle Mile
Chamber of Commerce for its June
lunch on Thursday, June 23, from
noon-1:30 p.m. at El Coyote Café,
7312 Beverly Blvd.
The meeting will feature a round

table with chamber members and a
raffle.
Business wishing to donate an
item to the raffle should email Chris
Devlin at info@miraclemilechamber.org.

IT’S TIME
FOR
DODGER
BASEBALL!

Pick up your favorite 12-pack
& watch the boys in blue!
Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs

5753 Melrose Ave.
Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com

25 June 16, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Museum receives $5-million gift for expansion project
Holocaust Museum L.A. has
received a $5 million gift from the
Smidt Foundation, moving the
institution closer to its goal of
breaking ground this summer on a
dramatic campus expansion.
The expansion will double
Holocaust Museum L.A.’s existing
footprint in Pan Pacific Park,
increase visitor capacity and educational programs to greater numbers
of students and schools, and incorporate cutting-edge technology to
preserve and present Holocaust survivor testimonies.
The Smidt Foundation gift is the
largest contribution to the museum
from a family or foundation without familial ties to the Holocaust or
the survivors who founded the
museum more than 60 years ago.
The gift will be used as a challenge
grant to encourage more supporters
– especially the next generations of
donors – to build on the legacy and
courage of the museum’s founding
survivors and their families, including the Cayton and Goldrich families. Through the Tree of Life
Challenge, the Smidt Foundation
will match all gifts two-to-one,
tripling the impact of each donation.
The Smidt Foundation was
founded by Susan and Eric Smidt to

support organizations working to
achieve opportunity, justice, equality and safety.
“We believe deeply that it is our
responsibility to ensure that future
generations learn the lessons of the
Holocaust and, in particular, the
danger of silence in the face of
hate,” said Eric Smidt, CEO and
owner of Harbor Freight Tools.
“This gift is about taking a stand
against hatred, racism, antisemitism
and bigotry,” Susan Smidt added.
“Holocaust Museum L.A. will help
teach Angelenos how to do that for
generations to come.”
The gift was announced in the
wake of a recent Anti-Defamation
League report citing a 34% rise in
antisemitic incidents in 2021. The
report also showed a major surge in
antisemitic incidents in 20 U.S.
cities, including Los Angeles,
where ADL documented 14 antisemitic assaults in 2021, in addition to
incidents of harassment and vandalism.
The expansion of the museum
and its programs is part of the effort
to reverse the rise in antisemitic and
other forms of hatred that have led
more than half of all Asian, Black
and Latino Americans to say they
feel discriminated against in a survey conducted by the Asian

American Foundation.
“Trees are considered symbols of
life and hope across cultures and
faiths, and in many ways our museum is a tree of life within our community, rooted in Holocaust survivor stories of courage and
resilience,” said Beth Kean, CEO of
Holocaust Museum L.A. “Visitors
– especially students facing their
own extraordinary and unique circumstances – learn critical lessons
from the past, share mutual hope for
the future and grow empowered to
recognize and confront antisemitism, racism and hatred. The
fragile state of today’s world with
the war in Ukraine, humanitarian
and refugee crises, and the alarming
rise in hate crimes, hate rhetoric and
antisemitism makes the work of
Holocaust Museum L.A. more critical than ever.”
The museum’s planned expansion, known as the Jona Goldrich
Campus, was designed by architect
Hagy Belzberg. It will feature outdoor reflective spaces, large galleries and classrooms, an auditorium theater for survivor talks, film
screenings, concerts, conferences
and public programs, and a new
pavilion to house an authentic Naziera boxcar found outside the
Majdanek concentration camp. It

will also include a theater for USC
Shoah Foundation’s “Dimensions
in Testimony” exhibition, which
allows visitors to have a virtual conversation with a Holocaust survivor
using a holographic capture and
voice recognition software.
“We are exceptionally grateful to
Susan and Eric Smidt and the Smidt
Foundation for enabling us to
amplify the museum’s reach and
impact and meet the urgent need to
educate future generations about
the Holocaust and about the tragic
cost of hatred,” Kean added. “The
Smidt Foundation’s gift underscores our guiding principle that
education is our greatest catalyst for

important evening.”
Before the screening, Kushneruk
will give remarks, as will the director
of the Ukraine Cultural Institute,
Laryssa Reifel. Pianist Angelika
Fuchs and violinist Myroslava
Khomik will also play a short piece by
Ukrainian composer Dmytro Gordon.
After “Bad Roads” concludes, a
panel and will feature Vorozhbyt,
Fam, moderator Castellani-Quinn
and Jon Purizhanky, founder of
Joblio, a social impact company
assisting Ukrainian refugees relocate to the safety of Canada and the
U.S. by securing employment and
housing. Joblio’s mission is based
on its humanistic approach that
“people come first.” For information, visit joblio.co.
The evening will serve also as a
fundraiser to collect money through

Save Ukraine Life. For information
on the organization, visit saveukraine.life.
“We tried to cover each possible
aspects in order to help Ukraine,
from giving them a voice here in
Hollywood, to show the reality of
the conflict, but also bringing companies such as Joblio or
Organizations like Save Ukraine
Life, who can concretely help in
effective ways our beautiful country and fellow citizens in Ukraine,”
Fam said. “We also collect funds to
film a documentary on the current
conflict, recording history, hoping it
will never happen again.”
The Saban Theatre is located at
8440 Wilshire Blvd. Tickets are
free and donations are accepted. To
RSVP, email vquinn@quinnstudiosentertainment.com.

WeHo hosts summer concert series

Experience (Mehdi Bagheri &
Marcus L. Miller).
The outdoor concert series is organized by the city of West
Hollywood’s Arts Division. Summer
Sounds concerts are free to attend;
RSVPs are not required but are
requested. Seating will not be available. Attendees are encouraged to
bring picnics, picnic blankets and
low chairs. Masks and social distanc-

ing are recommended. For additional
information about the performers and
to view the series, please visit
weho.org/summersounds.
For information about WeHo
Sounds contact Joy Tribble, the city
of West Hollywood’s Arts
Technician, at (323)848-6360 or
jtribble@weho.org. For people who
are Deaf or hard of hearing, please
call TTY (323)848-6496.

Tar Pits looking for short films

Science x L.A.” initiative, a series
of exhibitions, public programs and
publications that explores connections between the visual arts and
science from prehistoric times to
the present and across different cul-

tures worldwide.
For information and submit
video entries, visit tarpits.org/tarpits-video-festival-submissions.
The La Brea Tar Pits and Museum
is located at 5801 Wilshire Blvd.

‘A Night for Ukraine’ to include
‘Bad Roads’ screening

The Hollywood film industry and
international diplomats will reunite
in support of the people of Ukraine
for “A Night for Ukraine,” on June
23 at 7 p.m. at the Saban Theatre.
“We need the Ukraine voices to
be heard, they need the support of
the Hollywood film industry,” said
Valentina Castellani-Quinn, chairman
of
Quinn
Studios
Entertainment, who is producing
with Konstantin Fam, IFAM Inc.
and Save Ukraine Life. The celebration is produced in partnership
with Dmytro Kushneruk, the consulate general of Ukraine, the

The city of West Hollywood
returns outdoors for its 2022
Summer Sounds Free Outdoor
Concert Series, which will take
place on select Sunday evenings at
5 p.m. between June 19-Aug. 21 at
Plummer Park, located at 7377
Santa Monica Blvd.

The La Brea Tar Pits and
Museum is looking for video makers and Tar Pits enthusiasts. They
are offering the opportunity for
short video entries to be screened
outdoors in the heart of Los
Angeles during the “Fossilized
and Realized: Tar Pits Video
Festival,” which will take place on
July 22.
Submitters can write a script for
a dire wolf puppet, choreograph a
tar dance, create a montage of all
their favorite tar pits-inspired
movie scenes or whatever else
comes to mind to show the museum why this site is special.
Videos chosen can qualify to win
a sabertooth cat scull cast awarded
for Favorite Video. The videos
(one-minute or less) can be animated, live-action or shot on a cell

Ukrainian Cultural Institute,
Beverly Hills Temple of the Arts
and Creative Visions.
The Ukrainian entry for the 2022
Oscars, “Bad Roads,” will screen at
the event.
“When the film was a candidate
for an Academy Award, the Ukraine
conflict started … and director
Natalka Vorozhbyt had to fly back
urgently to her country, taking interviews from a shelter. It was impossible to run a proper Oscar campaign for the film. We are finally
honored to share this film with the
international audience on this

The concert series will include
Cliff Beach on June 19, Las Chikas
on July 3, ARKAI on July 17 and
Ella Luna on Aug. 7.
The city of West Hollywood’s
Summer Sounds Concert Series
finale on Aug. 21 will feature
M&M
The
Afro-Persian

phone, and they do not need to be
filmed
at
Hancock
Park.
International submissions are welcome.
“Fossilized and Realized: Tar
Pits Video Festival” will feature
select videos from the callout, a
screening of a new film about La
Brea Tar Pits by moderator and host
Nic Cha Kim and a discussion on
the site’s significance in art and
popular culture with the Natural
History Museum of Los Angeles
County’s archivist Yolanda Bustos
and La Brea Tar Pits artist-in-residence Mark Dion.
This event is part of “LBTP x
Pacific Standard Time: Mark
Dion,” an artist’s residency at
LBTP funded by the Getty
Foundation as part of the Getty’s
“Pacific Standard Time 2024: Art x

rendering courtesy of Holocaust Museum L.A.

Holocaust Museum L.A. is embarking on a major expansion plan that.
Will reimagine its campus in Pan Pacific Park.

photo courtesy of the La Brea Tar Pits and Museum

The La Brea Tar Pits and Museum will be holding its “Fossilized and
Realized: Tar Pits Video Festival” on July 22.

change and furthers our mission to
inspire a more dignified and
humane world.”
The new campus is expected to
open in 2024, allowing the museum
to triple its current capacity to
150,000 visitors, including 60,000
students. By 2030, the museum
expects to welcome 500,000 visitors annually.
Holocaust Museum L.A. is located at 100 The Grove Drive. For
information, visit holocaustmuseum LA.org/expansion.
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Pride celebrations abound in L.A.

Water conservation rules begin

From page 1
many allies in attendance, as well.
“I saw a lot of allies there, just
out for a good time, because there’s
an understanding of what the
LGBTQ community goes through.
All of these millions of individual
journeys that lead us to self-realization, and to let go of the shackles
that mainstream society puts on us
from the time we’re toddlers. When
we can come together and celebrate
one another’s liberation and celebrate the fulfillment of living our
authentic selves, then it’s a happy
day,” O’Farrell added.
The parade also had representatives from LGBTQ-focused entertainment, including the new
Peacock series “Queer as Folk,”
which stars Johnny Sibilly, also
known for his work on HBOMax’s
“Hacks.”
“The energy was amazing, especially seeing how telling people
‘happy Pride’ [could] bring out the
most joy in them,” Sibilly said.
“Riding in the parade with ‘Queer
as Folk’ made it even more special
because the show truly is our love
letter to the community that we love
and are so happy to be a part of.”
With the parade in Hollywood
again, Sibilly noted a special energy
in the air.
“Having it in Hollywood …
along the Walk of Fame was crazy
and so fun. Growing up a little gay
boy, if you would’ve told me I’d be
celebrating Pride in the parade in
such an iconic place representing
such an iconic name like ‘Queer as
Folk,’ I wouldn’t have believed
you,” Sibilly said.
Many of the parade entries
expanded on the idea of inclusivity,
even in spaces that aren’t traditionally known for being accepting of
the
LGBTQ+
community.
Hollywood United Methodist
Church, which has marched in the
parade for decades, showed up with
a double-decker bus and a uniting
message.
“Inclusive love was radiating
from everyone I interacted with,”
church member, organizer and life
coach Eric Feltes said. “There was
such a sense of joy around every
corner. It’s important we recognize
those who came before us that
make it possible for people like me
to live proudly. And also, we march
to let others know they are seen and
celebrated because of who they
are.”
Additional activities from CSW
over the weekend included a June
11 at L.A. State Historic Park concert with headliner Christina
Aguilera, who reunited with Mya to
sing “Lady Marmalade.” Among
several bedazzled outfits, Aguilera
donned one that was decked out in
a rainbow pattern.
“Christian Aguilera has always
been an advocate for the LGBTQ+
community,” West Hollywood resident and Aguilera fan Jason
Aulicino said. “I remember watching the video for ‘Beautiful’ and
seeing two men kiss on TV for the
first time, and I felt seen. Now, over
20 years later, watching her headline a Pride concert is a full circle
moment. In true Xtina fashion, the
show was entertaining, emotional,
shocking and everything in
between. So many fun surprises for
her long-time fans.”
The main stage at the festival was
free to the public, allowing more
people to participate in Pride
events.
Holding the festival throughout
Los Angeles was also significant, as
the city been a consequential loca-

photo courtesy of the office of Mitch O’Farrell

A .6 mile stretch of Hollywood Boulevard is lit up in rainbow colors for the
month of June.

tion for the progression of
LGBTQ+ rights over the years.
“We have consistently made history in this movement,” O’Farrell
said. “From the formation of the
Mattachine Society in 1950, the
world’s first organized LGBT
group, to Cooper Do-nuts [where]
drag queens protested downtown
[in 1959], to the Black Cat protest,
when on the last day of 1966, New
Year’s Eve at the stroke of midnight, in a gay bar in Silverlake, two
men had the audacity to kiss, and
there were undercover cops who
arrested them and beat several bar
patrons that resulted just over a
month later in the first public, organized protest where members of the
community were out, proud, took
all of the risks, showed their faces
to the media. Los Angeles was
[also] the site of the first [gay or lesbian] book store, A Different Life.”
“It’s important to pause and
remember the roots of Pride.
Because the first Pride wasn’t a celebration at all. It was a protest
against injustice led by trans
women and LGBTQ+ activists, like
Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia
Rivera,” U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank) said, referring to the
Stonewall Riots that are credited
with kicking off the gay liberation
movement.
Some historians have made a
connection between the Stonewall
Riots and the funeral of singer and
actress Judy Garland, which both
occurred in the same 24-hour period, June 27-28, 1969.
“The death of Judy Garland, and
the mourning for her loss, is what
added to the emotions that motivated the Stonewall rioters to protest
brutality in 1969,” O’Farrell said.
“They poked a hornet’s nest at the
worst possible time, and the tensions had built up for years. And
Judy Garland played a role. She’s
beloved in this community still by
people who were born long after
she passed away.”
Pride coincided with the centennial of legendary singer Garland’s
birth. Garland, in addition to being
one of the leading stars of classic
Hollywood, is known to be an
enduring icon for the gay community. While Garland was heterosexual, she was known to be friendly
with her gay audience during her
lifetime, with many gay men identifying with her penchant for communicating vulnerability. The Pride

flag itself can be likened to her signature song, “Over the Rainbow,”
and when gay activities were illegal, the code “friend of Dorothy,”
borrowing her character’s name
from “The Wizard of Oz,” was used
to indicate whether or not someone
was homosexual.
“I marched with Dorothy from
‘The Wizard of Oz.’ Now, Dorothy
was about 6 foot 4 [inches] tall, but
it was Dorothy,” O’Farrell said,
referring to a fellow participant in
the Pride parade.
On June 10, there was a launch
party for a new fragrance named for
Garland introduced by her daughter
Lorna Luft and Garland’s son, Joey
Luft, at the Wilshire Ebell Theatre.
“We were literally welcomed
with a yellow carpet lined with
poppy bouquets into a museum of
Judy’s greatest costumes, movie
posters and videos of her best
scenes,” model, host and socialite
Arisce Wanzer said. “It was the
gayest thing I’ll attend all year for
sure. I loved every second of it.”
As an unofficial-Pride-adjacent
event,
Hollywood
Forever
Cemetery’s Cinespia screening on
June 12 was “The Wizard of Oz,”
with Lorna Luft introducing the
film.
“[The film was] a perfect
reminder that there’s no place like
home, but also that a home exists
for everyone who seeks a better life
over the rainbow,” Fred and Jason
Arnes, married Los Angeles residents, said.
Schiff, who rode in the parade,
summed up the importance of celebrating Pride, especially during a
time in which state legislatures
across the country are continuing to
pass laws that limit the rights of
community members.
“Pride is a time to celebrate,
uplift and honor our LGBTQ+
friends and neighbors,” Schiff said.
“As we celebrate Pride Month this
year, let’s recommit to unwavering
solidarity with the LGBTQ+ community. That means supporting federal non-discrimination legislation,
like the Equality Act, which I’m
proud to cosponsor, fighting medical discrimination through legislation like my PrEP Access and
Coverage Act, and loudly denouncing bigotry and hatred wherever it
may be found.”
“We must not rest until true
equality is achieved for all,” Schiff
said.

Southern California is experiencing severe drought conditions,
and across the western U.S., scientists have found that the extreme
dryness since 2000 has become
the driest 22-year period in at least
1,200 years, a megadrought that
research shows is being intensified by climate change.
The city of West Hollywood is
getting the word out about the Los
Angeles Department of Water and
Power’s water conservation rules
now in effect. All LADWP customers – residential and commercial – are now limited to twodays-a-week outdoor watering as
well as other water use restrictions. LADWP customers with
street addresses ending in oddnumbers may water on Mondays
and Fridays and customers with
even-numbered street addresses
may water on Thursdays and
Sundays, before 9 a.m. or after 4
p.m. LADWP’s new rules call for
no watering between the hours of
9 a.m. and 4 p.m., regardless of
the day.
New LADWP restrictions also
include two recommended practices: the use of pool covers to prevent evaporation, and the washing
of vehicles at commercial car
wash facilities. Hand watering is
allowed every day before 9 a.m.
and after 4 p.m. if the hose is
equipped with a self-closing water
shut-off device.
Existing water conservation
practices include continue to be in
place when limiting outdoor
watering with sprinklers to eight
minutes per station on permitted
watering days – watering with
sprinklers using water-conserving
nozzles for up to 15 minutes,
twice a day, on the permitted
watering day.
In addition, no water should
flow off of property, no water
should leak from any pipe or fixture, no watering within 48 hours
after a measurable rain event, no
hosing of driveway or sidewalk
and no washing of vehicles should
occur using a hose without a selfclosing nozzle.
More information on the new

watering days is available at
ladwp.com/wateringdays.
LADWP is also urging customers to act to take advantage of
the many water- and money-saving rebates and programs available to both residential and commercial customers. Residential
customers can find a comprehensive list of rebates and programs,
including rebates for efficient
clothes washers, toilets, and turf
replacement, at ladwp.com/save.
Commercial customers can visit
ladwp.com/cwr for rebates and
programs.
West Hollywood residents and
businesses are served by two
water utility companies: Beverly
Hills Public Works and LADWP.
Both utilities encourage their customers to continue to use water
efficiently. Residents and businesses should voluntarily reduce
water use to help preserve the
region’s water storage reserves in
response to extreme drought conditions. In May 2022, Gov. Gavin
Newsom warned that he may need
to enact mandatory water restrictions throughout the state. More
than half of the water used in
Southern California is imported
from the Northern Sierra and the
Colorado River. Both of those
sources are facing severe drought
conditions; crucial storage reservoirs have never been lower.
The
Metropolitan
Water
District’s Board of Directors has
declared a Water Shortage
Emergency calling for consumers
and businesses to reduce water use
and help preserve the region’s
storage reserves. The West Basin
Municipal Water District’s Board
of Directors has moved to activate
its Water Shortage Contingency
Plan and declare a water shortage
emergency for the service area
representing nearly one million
people in 17 cities and unincorporated areas in Los Angeles
County,
including
West
Hollywood.
The city of West Hollywood
offers tips for saving water on its
website at weho.org/waterconservation.

WeHo to host Rainbow Key Awards
The city of West Hollywood and
its Lesbian and Gay Advisory
Board will host a ceremony of the
annual Rainbow Key Awards to recognize people and groups who have
made outstanding contributions to
the LGBTQ community.
This year’s Rainbow Key Awards
will be held in-person on
Wednesday, June 29, at 6 p.m. at the
City’s Council Chambers/Public
Meeting Room, located at 625 N.
San Vicente Blvd., adjacent to West
Hollywood Park.
The ceremony will also be available for viewing on the city’s
WeHoTV YouTube channel at
youtube.com/wehotv.
Each year, the West Hollywood
City Council selects award recipients following recommendations
made through a nomination process
overseen by the city of West
Hollywood’s Lesbian and Gay
Advisory Board.
This year’s Rainbow Key
Awards honorees were Jazzmun
Crayton; Greg Hernandez; Damian
Pelliccione, LaShawn McGhee,
Alia Daniels, and Chris Rodriguez;
Monica Trasandes; and Amita
Swadhin.
The city of West Hollywood has,
since 1993, presented Rainbow

Key Awards to people and organizations that have made outstanding
contributions to the LGBTQ community. Previous honorees have
included activists, artists, civic
leaders, educators, community
organizations and many others.
Contributions, whether by an individual or a group, may be in many
forms, including the arts, community action, humanitarian action,
sports, medicine, armed services,
leadership potential, benefit to the
global gay and lesbian community
or in other ways. More than 155
Rainbow Key Awards have been
presented since the award’s inception.
Since incorporation in 1984, the
city of West Hollywood has
become one of the most influential
cities in the nation for its outspoken
advocacy on LGBTQ issues. No
other city of its size has had a
greater impact on the national public policy discourse on fairness and
inclusiveness for LGBTQ people.
More than 40% of residents in West
Hollywood identify as LGBTQ,
and three of the five members of
the current West Hollywood City
Council are openly gay or lesbian.
For
information,
visit
weho.org/rainbowkey.

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

27 June 16, 2022

Election races heat up in L.A. County

Businesses recognized by council

From page 1
with 11,871 votes, or 33.88%. The
two candidates are still likely to
face each other in November, as
they are below the 50% threshold
needed to win outright.
In the race for the Los Angeles
City Council’s 5th Council
District, where four candidates
were vying to succeed termed-out
Councilman Paul Koretz, Katy
Young Yaroslavsky widened her
first-place lead with 21,629 votes,
or 49.35%, compared to 13,145
votes for second-place candidate
Sam Yebri, who garnered 29.99%
of the vote Unless Yaroslavsky
passes the 50% threshold, the top
two candidates will face each other
in November.
Significant
changes
also
occurred in the race of Los
Angeles city attorney, where
Faisal M. Gill leads with 96,127
votes, or 22.01%, and secondplace candidate Marina Torres has
88,533 votes, or 20.27%. Torres
was initially in first-place, but Gill
took the lead in results released on
June 10, and widened the lead on
June 14. Hydee Feldstein Soto
moved into third-place in the latest
total with 86,850 votes, or 19.88%.
The top two candidates will head
to a runoff in November.
The likely outcome of the race
for Los Angeles City Controller
remained unchanged, but the new

vote totals showed Kenneth Mejia
had 40.73% of votes compared to
24.68% received by Koretz, and
will likely head to a runoff.
In Los Angeles County elections, state Sen. Bob Hertzberg
and
West
Hollywood
Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath
will likely face each other in
November in the race for the 3rd
District of the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors. The new
totals showed Hertzberg with
32.28% of the vote, compared to
26.92% for Horvath.
Incumbent Los Angeles County
Sheriff Alex Villanueva will likely
face Long Beach Police Chief
Robert Luna in November. The
new totals showed Villanueva’s
lead over Luna slightly decreasing.
The sheriff had 31.86% of the vote
compared to 25.98% for Luna.
In the Los Angeles County
Assessor’s race, incumbent Jeff
Prang gained ground with 49.48%
of votes compared to challenger
Sandy Sun, who received 22.67%
of the vote. If Prang surpasses
50%, he will win the election outright.
Los Angeles Unified School
District Board vice president Nick
Melvoin received 59.28% of the
vote in the LAUSD’s 4th District,
according to the new vote totals.
Candidates representing the

local area received more than 50%
of the vote but will face the candidate with the second highest number of votes in the November election under state and federal election laws.
As of June 14, U.S. Rep. Adam
Schiff (D-Burbank) garnered
62.22% of the vote in the 30th
Congressional District, and will
face challenger G “Maebe A. Girl”
Pudlo, who garnered 11.53%, in
November. U.S. Rep. Ted Lieu (DLos Angeles) received 66.02% of
the vote in the 36th Congressional
District, and will face Republican
Joe E. Collins III, who received
14% of votes. California Sen. Ben
Allen (D-Santa Monica) ran unopposed in the 24th District and
received 132,761 votes. Rick
Chavez Zbur received 61.9% of
the vote in California’s 51st
Assembly District, and will now
face second-place candidate Louis
Abramson, who received 38.10%,
in the race to succeed
Assemblyman Richard Bloom (DSanta Monica).
The Los Angeles County
Registrar-Recorder/County
Clerk’s Office will provide its next
regular update on vote totals on
June 17.
For vote totals in all of the races
in the June 7 Primary Election,
visit lavote.gov.
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As part of her effort to highlight local businesses, Beverly Hills Mayor
Lili Bosse on June 14 recognized Aharon Coffee (top) and Pioneer
Hardware (below).
Top, from left, are Councilman Lester Friedman, Vice Mayor Julian
Gold, Bosse, BatSheva Vaknin, Aharon Vaknin and Councilmen
John Mirisch and Robert Wunderlich.
Below, from left, are Friedman, Gold, Bosse, Jeff Tilem, Ryan
Hudson, Mirisch and Wunderlich.

Possible Monkeypox cases identified in L.A. County Violence prevention roundtable held
The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health has
identified two additional probable
cases of monkeypox infection in
Los Angeles County. The new
cases bring the total number of
cases to four in L.A. County.
Both new cases are adult residents with a history of recent travel. They are symptomatic but doing
well and isolating away from others, according to the health department.
The health department is continuing to investigate and conduct
contact tracing and post-exposure
prevention for close contacts.
The risk of monkeypox in the
general population remains very
low.
Monkeypox is a rare disease
caused by infection with the monkeypox virus. It is usually found in
Central and West Africa and does
not occur naturally in the U.S.
However, multiple cases of monkeypox have recently been reported in several countries that don’t
normally report monkeypox,
including the U.S.
Monkeypox is spread when a
person comes into contact with an

animal or human with the virus or
through contact with materials
(like clothing or linens) used by the
infected person or prolonged exposure to respiratory droplets.
The virus typically enters the
body through broken skin, respiratory droplets or the mucous membranes (eyes, nose or mouth).
Because of this, transmission may
also occur during sex through skinto-skin and other intimate contact.
Early signs may include fever,
malaise (a general feeling of discomfort), headache, swollen
lymph nodes and sometimes cough
or sore throat. Other symptoms
include muscle aches, backache,
chills and exhaustion, followed by
a rash that typically begins on the
face and spreads to other parts of
the body.
Infections can last two to four
weeks, and some patients just
develop a rash with or without
swollen lymph nodes, which can
occur on the genitals.
Residents are advised to avoid
contact with materials, like bedding and clothing, that has been in
contact with a sick animal or person infected with this virus; avoid

contact with people who are or
may be sick with the virus; avoid
contact with animals that could
have the virus (such as animals
that are sick or that have been
found dead); and wash hands with
soap and water or use an alcoholbased hand sanitizer after contact
with infected animals or humans.
There is no specific treatment
approved for this virus, but medication can be given to ease the
symptoms. However, there is a
vaccine that can be used, under
certain circumstances, to prevent
monkeypox in people based on
their level of exposure to this
virus.
For any questions about monkeypox, the health department recommends that individuals speak to
their primary care provider. If they
do not have a regular provider, call
2-1-1 for assistance. In addition,
people without a regular provider
that have developed a rash in the
genital or perianal area, can access
services at the department’s sexual
health clinics.
For information, visit publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/M
onkeypoxFAQ.pdf.

Cedars promotes Wrigley to executive vice president
David M. Wrigley has been promoted to executive vice president
and chief financial officer of
Cedars-Sinai Health System, effective July 1.
Wrigley also will serve as treasurer of Cedars-Sinai Health
System and as secretary of the
finance and investment committees
of the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
Board of Directors. Wrigley succeeds Edward M. Prunchunas, who
is retiring after 41 years of service
to Cedars-Sinai.
“David is a highly effective
leader and a strong advocate for
our health system and its employees,” Cedars-Sinai president and

CEO Thomas M. Priselac said.
Since joining Cedars-Sinai in
2014 as vice president of finance,
Wrigley has led initiatives that
have strengthened Cedars-Sinai’s
financial operations and contributed significantly to its growth.
Wrigley currently serves as
senior vice president of finance and
chief financial officer for CedarsSinai Medical Center. In this role,
he has worked closely with the
leadership of Cedars-Sinai Health
System
affiliates
Torrance
Memorial Medical Center and
Huntington Health to develop unified systems for financial reporting, as well as additional collabora-

tions across the health system.
As executive vice president and
chief financial officer for CedarsSinai Health System, Wrigley will
have broad oversight for financial
planning and reporting, revenue
cycle, treasury, financial operations, capital structure/planning,
risk management, corporate compliance and new financial ventures.
“Today’s post-COVID-19 economy presents unique challenges to
all health systems,” Wrigley said.
“I look forward to meeting those
demands and working to continue
the history of excellence for which
Cedars-Sinai is known.”

City officials, officials from the
U.S. Department of State and the
U.S. Agency for International
Development, academic experts and
policymakers from across the
Americas gathered downtown on
June 8 for a discussion on violence
prevention.
Co-hosted by Mayor Eric
Garcetti, the Civil + Human Rights
and Equity Department, the Strong
Cities Network, the Violence,
Inequality and Power Lab at the
University of San Diego and the
McCain Institute at Arizona State
University, the four-hour roundtable
resulted in a group declaration for
continued partnership on violence
prevention and safeguarding democratic principles.
The event opened with a panel
discussion featuring mayors from
Villa Nueva, Guatemala; Puerto
Barrios, Guatemala; Moravia, Costa
Rica; Bogotá, Colombia; Port of
Spain, Trinidad; Denver, Colo.; and
Chattanooga, Tenn.; moderated by
the L.A. civil rights director of policy and enforcement Joumana
Silyan-Saba. The day continued
with a series of roundtables, where
more than two dozen experts and
elected leaders from more than 11
countries shared best practices,
direct experiences and multilateral
strategies for violence prevention
and reduction.
Eric Rosand, executive director
of the Strong Cities Network, a
global network of more than 150
cities dedicated to addressing all
forms of extremism, hate and polarization that can lead to violence,
noted the importance of the roundtable “in elevating the crucial roles
that cities and local leaders play in
violence prevention efforts and
strengthening social cohesion and
resilience.”
The leaders gathered as violence,
including identity-based violence
and mass shootings, rise across the
U.S. Across the globe, issues of displacement, regional conflict and the
rise of trans-national violent groups

threaten the security and economy
of democratic societies.
Although various forms of violence require specific tools of analysis and response, evidence has also
made clear that violence in society
is nearly always interconnected,
very often reinforced through systems of discrimination and exclusion, and manipulated by narratives
of hate and othering. The event
focused on strategies that promote
social cohesion and resilience, safeguard democratic principles and
promote inclusive and equitable
societies through the application of
violence prevention strategies.
The event highlighted innovative
approaches on violence prevention
and social cohesion, meant to support governments and non-governmental organizations at the local
level. Following the meeting, attendees committed to work together
across networks on violence prevention, including mental and emotional health support, collaboration
on integrated prevention strategies
and promoting inclusive and equitable societies.
The co-hosts will prepare a white
paper for wide dissemination that
captures the lessons learned and
good practices identified and shared
during the side-event, which will
inform SCN’s follow-up activities,
including through a dedicated working group that will target city-level
violence prevention practitioners
across the network and beyond.
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