
After a draft majority opinion
was leaked to the press on May 2,
it appears that the U.S. Supreme
Court could be prepared to over-
turn Roe v. Wade, a controversial
decision from 1973 that legalized
abortions.  

The news sent shockwaves
through the country, mobilizing
pro-choice and pro-life advocates
alike. Protests occurred in several
major U.S. cities, including Los
Angeles. During a press confer-
ence on May 3, West Hollywood
city officials expressed outrage at
the news and called on pro-choice
advocates to make their voices
heard. 

“The intent is to take away a
woman’s right to choose,” Mayor
Lauren Meister said. “It’s uncon-
stitutional. It’s oppressive. It’s
egregious. And it will impact the
most vulnerable among us – peo-
ple of color, poor people, young
people and immigrants.” 

She referenced a statement
released by President Joe Biden
that said the reversal could have
further impacts, as the same opin-

ions expressed in the draft majori-
ty opinion could be used to impact
laws involving gay marriage and
birth control.  

“This, my friends, is a call to
action,” Meister said. “Across the
country, women and their allies

must rise. Women and their allies
must vote.” 

She said it is also imperative
that advocates continue to support
organizations such as the
American Civil Liberties Union
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Ten of the 11 candidates vying
for three Beverly Hills City Council
seats participated in a forum hosted
by the Southwest Beverly Hills
Homeowners Association in the
Council Chambers at City Hall on
May 3. 

During their introductions, the
candidates were asked to list their
two biggest priorities if elected to
the council. Unsurprisingly, public
safety was among the candidates’
most important issues.  

“The very first thing I want to do
is I want to cancel the contracts
with private security, and I want to
hire more police officers,” real
estate professional Akshat “A.B.”
Bhatia said.  

He said he would also like to see
the council work more closely with
the Beverly Hills Unified School
District, especially regarding its
curriculum.  

Attorney Darian Bojeaux agreed
that private security is not “as effec-
tive” as the Beverly Hills Police
Department, and she wants to see
more foot patrols and substations in
the city. She also wants to further
support the schools.  

“How I differ is that I’m really

against overdevelopment,” Bojeaux
added. “I’m against raising our
wonderful height limits, which
have been 45 feet for the commer-
cial area. I’m against reducing
parking, and I would like to
increase housing by adaptive reuse,
guest houses and [accessory
dwelling units].” 

Public safety has been a highly-
debated issue in West Hollywood
in recent months, and now, two
months after the city’s public safe-
ty commission recommendation
to cut funding to the sheriff’s
department, the city’s public safe-
ty director Kristin Cook has
resigned. 

“I’m about to embark on a new
adventure and completely shift
gears,” Cook said in a statement.
“I’m stepping away from public
safety and exploring opportunities
closer to home. My son only has
three more years left before he
goes to college, and the pandemic
made me realize that life is pre-
cious and goes by fast. I remem-
ber him as a toddler holding onto
Sal Guarriello’s leg so tightly for
sanctuary as Jeanne Dobrin tried
unsuccessfully to pick him up.
Fast forward 15 years, and I don’t
want to miss another moment.” 

Cook has been with the city
since 1999, first serving as the
emergency management coordi-

nator and then public safety man-
ager before ascending to her most
recent position. As public safety
director, Cook was in charge of
managing the more than-$20 mil-
lion contract with the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department. She
was also in charge of implement-
ing public safety measures as
approved by the City Council. 

Public safety commissioners
are appointed by City Council
members and are tasked with
evaluating and recommending
mechanisms to improve public
safety. 

The debate over how to deal
with rising crime rates in West
Hollywood had put Cook’s
department in the cross hairs on
all sides of the debate. Asked
about how the controversy might
relate to Cook’s resignation, coun-
cil members and the city did not
comment. Cook is not granting
interviews. 

Public safety was not on the
agenda at the May 2 City Council
meeting, but some residents used

On May 3, U.S. Rep. Adam
Schiff (D-Burbank) announced that
the Para Los Niños early childhood
education centers will receive
$350,000 in federal funds to pro-
vide mental health support to young
children. The organization operates
seven facilities in the Los Angeles
area, including the Hollywood loca-
tion Schiff toured in conjunction
with the announcement. 

“I’m really thrilled that we have
restored community district funding
to projects again to support the
work of organizations like yours,”
Schiff said. “It’s become very
apparent to me during the course of
the pandemic what an epidemic we
have of mental health challenges
facing young people.”  

“The funding will increase Para
Los Niños’ capacity to serve chil-
dren and families residing in the
28th district,” said Sherry Berg,
director of clinical development at
Para Los Niños. “The allotment of

funding will support three positions
– a mental health clinician, occupa-
tional therapist and child develop-
ment specialist. These positions
will work as a team and integrate
into three Para Los Niños Early
Head Start centers, providing com-
prehensive support to the children,
parents and staff.” 

The organization was founded on
Skid Row in 1980, Berg said, as a
place for children to have a safe,
nurturing environment while their
parents went to work. 

“Over the years, our early educa-
tion centers grew to respond to
community needs, and in 2014 we

n Congress approves
$350,000 for early
education center in L.A.
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U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Burbank) met with faculty and parents at Para
Los Niños’ Hollywood facility May 3. 

n Leaked Supreme
Court draft opinion
spurs anger in WeHo
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West Hollywood Councilwoman Lindsay Horvath, right, was among a
group of pro-choice advocates who condemned the U.S. Supreme
Court’s draft majority opinion.

Advocates denounce Roe opinion

Schiff tours Para Los Niños in Hollywood

Council candidates
share visions for BH

West Hollywood public
safety director resigns

photo by Aaron Blevins

Eleven candidates are seeking to
win a seat on the Beverly Hills City
Council. 
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Dudamel and 
the LA Phil 
Join the LA Phil for “The Rite of
Spring and Estancia with Dudamel”
from Thursday,
May 5, through
Sunday, May 8, at
the Walt Disney
Concert Hall.
Gustavo Dudamel
leads the orchestra
in performing
music from two
powerful ballets – Ginastera’s
Argentine gaucho-inspired work
“Estancia,” and “The Rite of Spring,”
Stravinsky’s revolutionary evocation
of primitive Russia. Showtimes are 8
p.m., May 5-7; 2 p.m., May 8. Tickets
start at $71. 111 S. Grand Ave.
laphil.com. 

‘Can’t Pay? 
Don’t Pay!’ 
The Actors’ Gang’s hilarious satire
“Can’t Pay? Don’t Pay!” has been
extended from Thursday, May 6,
through Saturday, June 11. The satiri-
cal farce written by Nobel laureate
Dario Fo questions why, in a world of
bailed-out banks and overpriced pre-
scription drugs, theft is seemingly
only a crime when it is committed by
those in need. Showtimes are 8 p.m.,
Thursday through Saturday. General
admission is $35. Actors’ Gang
Theater at the Ivy Substation, 9070
Venice Blvd. theactorsgang.com. 

Latin American 
cinema 
Latin American Cinemateca of Los

Angeles is holding free virtual screen-
ings of “nueva onda” (new wave)
films from Friday, May 6, through
Friday, May 13. The series showcases
works by young and experimental
filmmakers. The program is curated
by Guido Segal, and the theme is “fan-
tasías y sueños” (fantasies and
dreams). The films can be streamed at
laclastream.com. 

Jazz at LACMA 
Jazz lovers are invited to a perfor-
mance by the Louis Van Taylor
Quintet on Friday, May 6, from 6-8
p.m. on the Smidt Welcome Plaza at
the Los Angeles County Museum of
Art. The concert is part of the Jazz at
LACMA series on Friday evenings
from April through November.
Saxophone and woodwind specialist
Van Taylor per-
formed for 20 years
with Ray Charles,
followed by stints
with the Gap Band,
Kool and the Gang,
Gerald Wilson,
Jimmie and Jeannie
Cheatham and Phil
Ranelin. Van Taylor has taught at the
USC Jazz Studies Department for
seven years and has also mentored
Washington Rucker’s Jazz for Wee
People, a program sponsored by the
Los Angeles Jazz Society. Admission
is free. 5905 Wilshire Blvd.
lacma.org. 

‘SHE’ 
Latino Theater Company is raising the
curtain on the world premiere of
“SHE” by Los Angeles-based play-
wright Marlow Wyatt running from
Friday, May 6, through Sunday, June
5, at the Los Angeles Theatre Center.
Growing up in a small town filled
with poverty and neglect, “She”
escapes by re-imagining her reality
through poetry. Her dreams take flight
when she’s presented with the oppor-
tunity to attend the prestigious
Vanguard Academy. Forced to make
her own way, “She” discovers that
dreams cost, and they are not always
paid with money. Showtimes are 8
p.m., Wednesday through Saturday,
and 4 p.m., Sunday. Tickets start at
$10. 514 S. Spring St. (213)489-0994,
latinotheaterco.org. 

Ray LaMontagne 
Ray LaMontagne brings the
Monovision Tour to the Hollywood
Pantages Theatre on Saturday, May 7,
at 7:30 p.m. LaMontagne and his trio
will perform songs from his album
“Monovision” as well as hits from his
catalog. The concert features special
guest Sierra Ferrell. Tickets start at
$49.50. 6233 Hollywood Blvd. rayla-
montagne.com/tour. 

‘MOMentum Place’ 
Every year on Mother’s Day,
“MOMentum Place” creates a fantas-
tical world of aerial and circus per-
formers, dancers and musicians in the
rustic outdoor amphitheater at Will

Geer’s Theat-
ricum Botanicum.
Bring Mom on
Sunday, May 8,
and relax and
enjoy a unique
afternoon of per-
formance de-
lights. For an extra treat, enjoy
Mother’s Day brunch in the
Theatricum gardens before the perfor-
mance. Brunch is served from noon-
1:30 p.m., and the performance begins
at 2 p.m. Advance tickets are $35; $40
at the door. Brunch is $30. 1419 N.
Topanga Canyon Blvd. (310)455-
2322, theatricum.com. 

David Sedaris 
UCLA’s Center for the Art of
Performance wel-
comes humorist
and bestselling
author David
Sedaris on Sunday,
May 8, at 7 p.m. in
Royce Hall.
Sedaris will show-
case a selection of
readings and recollections. He will also
take part in a book signing, and books
will be available for purchase. Tickets
start at $49. 10745 Dickson Court,
UCLA. (310)825-2101, cap.ucla.edu. 

Mental health 
and healing 
Hollywood 4WRD is holding a dis-
cussion with Dr. Tom Insel on
Wednesday, May 11, at 6 p.m. at the
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. Insel is a
psychiatrist, neuroscientist and former
head of the National Institute for
Mental Health. He also served for one
year as a mental health czar for Gov.
Gavin Newsom, traveling throughout
California on a listening tour to better
understand the human toll of the frag-
mented mental health system. His
book, “Healing: Our Path from Mental
Illness to Mental Health” was pub-
lished in February. Admission is $20.
7000 Hollywood Blvd.
eventbrite.com/e/hollywood4wrd-
book-club-discussion-with-dr-tom-
insel-tickets-315808560907. 

‘The Play’s 
the Thing’ 
Theatre 40 presents “The Play’s the
Thing,” a comedy by P.G. Wodehouse
running from Thursday, May 12,
through Sunday, June 12, in the
Reuben Cordova Theatre on the cam-
pus of Beverly Hills High School. In
“The Play’s the Thing,” a playwright
named Sandor Turai comes up with a
plan to save the engagement between
his nephew, Albert, and an actress
named Ilona, after Albert overhears a
flirtatious conversation between Ilona
and Almady, an obnoxious actor (and
Ilona’s former lover). Sandor has only
hours to rescue Ilona and Albert’s
romance from devastation, and when
he goes to work, hilarity ensues.
Admission is $35. 241 S. Moreno
Drive. (310)364-0535, theatre40.org.
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The city of Beverly Hills is accept-
ing applications for the Team Beverly
Hills program through Friday, July
15. 

Formed in 1996, Team Beverly
Hills provides residents with a hands-
on look at the operation of govern-
ment. It features classes and interac-
tive experiences with city depart-
ments. Program participants explore
the operations of the Public Works,
Emergency Management, Infor-
mation Technology, Community
Services and Public Safety depart-
ments. Approximately 750 residents

have completed Team Beverly Hills,
and more than 70% of current elected
officials and city commissioners have
participated in the program. 

The program will select 50 resi-
dents (30 appointed by the City
Council, 18 selected by a random lot-
tery and two selected by the Beverly
Hills Unified School District) for its
upcoming class. Five representatives
from the city’s business community
(appointed by the City Council) will
also be selected for the program. 

For information, visit beverly-
hills.org/teambeverlyhills. 

City seeks residents for Team BH

The City of Beverly Hills joins
communities throughout the
country to celebrate May as
National Bike Month. National
Bike Month was established in
1956 to promote the many bene-
fits of bicycling, which includes
improved health and environ-
mental and local economy
impacts. 

Throughout the month, the city
will launch a series of education-
al activities, encouraging the
community to try riding a bicycle
more often. The city has various
types of bikeways, including
sharrows, which are pavement
markings that indicate a shared
lane for bikes and cars in which
bicyclists may use the entire
lane; bike lanes, which are spaces
in the roadway designated for
bikes only with striping or pave-
ment markings; and protected
bike lanes, lanes that are separat-
ed from traffic by a physical bar-
rier such as planters or posts. 

In addition, Beverly Hills
encourages the community to
stay up to date on California laws

regarding how to travel safely on
city streets.  

The city provided a list of tips
for cyclists: ride in the same
direction as traffic, be predictable
and use hand signals when turn-
ing, wear a helmet (required for
people under 18) and increase
visibility at night with a light,
ride with confidence and stay
safe by staying aware, and
always yield to pedestrians. 

Drivers are advised to watch
for cyclists and pedestrians, espe-
cially when turning, and always
yield to pedestrians. When get-
ting out of the car, residents
should use their right hand to
open the door and turn their bod-
ies to look for oncoming bikes.
Give cyclists at least three feet
between vehicles and bikes when
passing. Lastly, the city called on
drivers to stay off their phones
while driving.  

For information and a full list
of bike month activities, call
(310)285-2467 visit beverly-
hills.org/bikes, or email at
AskPW@beverlyhills.org. 

BH celebrates Bike Month

https://hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org


A significant landmark of West
Hollywood’s history moved a step
closer to a cultural resource desig-
nation at the May 2 City Council
meeting. Plummer Park’s Great
Hall/Long Hall and Fiesta Hall
were approved to be sent to the
city’s Historic Preservation
Commission for review and con-
sideration. 

If approved, any future develop-
ment of the site will need to take
into consideration how best to pro-
tect the cultural resource.  

“I was happy to support the
effort to have staff research and
make recommendations regarding
the possible historic significance of
these buildings,” West Hollywood
Councilman John D’Amico
said. “Once we have the informa-
tion, and the recommendations
from the Historic Preservation
Commission, we will have an
opportunity to discuss and make
decisions about the city owned
property.” 

Located at 1200 N. Vista St., the
Great Hall/Long Hall building was
constructed by Los Angeles
County in 1937 in collaboration
with the Works Progress
Administration. The Spanish colo-
nial revival structure is already list-
ed under Criterion A in the
National Register due to its associ-
ation with the WPA. Its design,
meanwhile, also led to its inclusion
under the National Register’s
Criterion C. 

A city staff report stated “the
building emphasized the public’s
romantic perception of the sur-
rounding park and celebrated the
cherished history of the area.” 

“Importantly, this 1938 building
complex is the only example in
West Hollywood of a notable recre-
ational facility constructed through
a partnership between the county
of Los Angeles and the Works
Progress Administration, decades
before the incorporation of the
city,” resident Robert J. Switzer
said. “It is also the rare public facil-
ity in the city designed in the
Spanish Revival style, harkening
back to an earlier era and providing
an atmosphere not replicated by
modern, contemporary structures.” 

“That the WPA took the time to
oversee the design and execution
of such a beautifully proportioned
structure is truly a gift that con-
tributes to Plummer Park’s distinc-
tive character,” resident Susan
Isaacs said. 

“Back when they dedicated it in
1938, they said it was a gay cele-
bration, which I guess was pioneer-
ing,” resident Steve Martin said. 

In addition, Fiesta Hall, built in
the same style and situated at 1150
N. Vista St., was constructed in
1949. According to the staff report,
it has served as a venue for per-
forming arts and awards cere-
monies. Fiesta Hall was also the
location where West Hollywood
officially voted to become an
incorporated city in 1984. 

“For me, and many of us who
were in Fiesta Hall when the vote
for cityhood was taken, and council
meetings were first recorded and
televised from there, it is, at least
symbolically, West Hollywood’s
‘Independence Hall.’ The county
no longer called the shots,” resi-
dent Stephanie Harker said. 

“Plummer Park is the vibrant
center of this neighborhood, and
these buildings are a historical trea-
sure and the birthplace of our city,”
resident Rudolf Martin said. “They
are already recognized nationally
and statewide. Many of us east side
WeHo residents have long been
waiting for the city to recognize
them as well and, most important-
ly, to then find a way to refurbish-
renovate-repurpose and integrate
them into the present better than
they have been in the past. This
local designation is overdue and
will be an important step forward
in anchoring the historic heart of
our city within the community.” 

While D’Amico expressed sup-
port for the consideration, he did
have some reservations about
Fiesta Hall’s cultural significance. 

“I worry that Fiesta Hall is … a
19th century relic built in the 20th
century that I’m afraid, we know
too well, won’t serve the 21st cen-
tury very well,” D’Amico said. “It
causes me to wonder if that build-
ing is important or if it’s that gener-
ous courtyard to the side or the
front that meets the street so nicely.

But we’ll study that, and we’ll find
out about it.” 

Also passed on for cultural des-
ignation consideration at the City
Council meeting was 7900-7906
Santa Monica Blvd., a two-story
commercial building built in 1924.
It is known for having a distinctive
clock adorning the corner of the
structure. The clock, however, has
not been in operation for decades,
something retired engineer Guenter
Keuncoke would like to fix. 

“I took it upon myself to initiate
something to make this work
again,” Keuncoke said, adding that
he ran into problems convincing
the building owners to appropriate
the necessary funds. He expressed
hope that cultural designation
could help to repair the clock. 

“It’ll be nice someday to say,
‘See you under the clock,’ and not
mean Bloomingdale’s in New
York,” resident Cathy Blaivas said.   

D’Amico again expressed reser-
vations as to the building’s signifi-
cance, while also recognizing the
beauty of the structure and its
clock. 

“I do believe that clock is quite

dear,” D’Amico said. “But I don’t
think it’s an overly wonderful ver-
sion of that kind of building. It’s a
run of the mill commercial struc-
ture along what was Route 66, built
out of bricks and clay tiles. [But] it
is quite beautiful.” 

“We have the clock. ‘The Clock’
was a 1945 [MGM] production

with Judy Garland and Robert
Walker that I remember, but as
Cathy Blaivas said, maybe we’ll be
able to celebrate under that clock as
we look at getting that 7900-7906
Santa Monica Blvd. designated,”
said West Hollywood Preservation
Alliance board member Victor
Omelczenko. 
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WeHo park structures may be protected
n West Hollywood
commission to review
Great Hall/Long Hall
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West Hollywood Mayor Lauren Meister stands in front of Plummer Park’s
Great Hall/Long Hall in 2015. 
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Authorities have released few
details about their investigation into
the murder of a man whose body
was found inside a vehicle on April
30 in the 700 block of North Orange
Grove Avenue. 

The Los Angeles Department of
Medical-Examiner Coroner identi-
fied the victim as Dtravion Turner,
22, of Bowling Green, Ky. The sus-
pect died of a gunshot to the head,
and the death is being investigated as
a homicide, but no further informa-
tion about a motive was available.
Officers from the Wilshire Division
received an anonymous call around
6:20 a.m. and found the victim unre-
sponsive in a gray Jeep SUV parked
near the curb on Orange Grove
Avenue, just north of Melrose
Avenue.  

Detective Sean Kinchla, with the

Los Angeles Police Department’s
West Bureau Homicide Unit, said
investigators have interviewed peo-
ple who live in the neighborhood
and are searching for camera
footage. He said some people report-
ed hearing two gunshots at approxi-

mately 10 p.m. on April 29, but
nobody called police. 

Anyone with information is urged
to call West Bureau Homicide inves-
tigators at (213)382-9470. During
weekends and off-hours, call the
LAPD’s hotline at (877)LAPD247. 

n Police search for
clues after man’s body
is found in vehicle

Murder near Melrose remains a mystery

photo courtesy of Melrose Action 

Police cordoned off the vehicle in which the victim’s body was found dur-
ing the investigation on April 30. 

Comedian Dave Chappelle was
attacked onstage by an assailant on
May 3 at the Hollywood Bowl. The
Los Angeles Police Department did
not name Chappelle as the victim,
but said that around 10:40 p.m., a
comedian performing at the
Hollywood Bowl was tackled by a
male audience member, Isaiah Lee,
21, near the end of the performance. 

Police said Lee was brandishing a
replica handgun, which contained a
knife blade, and security personnel
and bystanders who witnessed the
incident pulled Lee off of the victim.
Lee was detained while LAPD

Hollywood Division officers
responded. Lee was then transported
to a hospital for medical treatment
for injuries sustained during the
altercation. After receiving medical
treatment, Lee was booked for
felony assault with a deadly weapon. 

Lee’s bail was set at $30,000.
Chappelle was not injured. 

Chappelle was criticized in 2021
for his Netflix special “David
Chappelle: Live in Real Life,”
which included jokes about the
transgender community. The pro-
gram prompted employee protests at
Netflix, but it was not removed. 

Man arrested for attacking comedian at Hollywood Bowl

Police arrested a male suspect on
April 28 after he allegedly robbed a
victim at gunpoint in a ride-hailing
service pick-up and drop-off area
outside the Beverly Center. 

The robbery was reported at
approximately 1:10 p.m. in the 8500
block of Beverly Boulevard. The
victim, who was wearing a luxury
watch, was followed by the suspect,
police said. As the victim attempted
to get in a vehicle, the suspect
allegedly confronted him and
demanded his watch. During the
struggle, the suspect struck the vic-
tim, who sustained a laceration,
police said. The victim complied
and gave his watch to the suspect,

who fled on foot. 
Witnesses called police and

helped officers locate the suspect,
who was taken into custody at an
undisclosed location near the crime
scene. Authorities searched the area
and recovered the watch and a
loaded handgun believed to have
been used by the suspect, police
said. 

The case was investigated by the
Los Angeles Police Department’s
Follow Home Robbery Task Force.
Anyone with information or video
of the crime is urged to contact
detectives at (213)486-6840. During
weekends and off-hours, call the
LAPD’s hotline at (877)LAPD247. 

Suspect arrested after robbery 

Detectives in Beverly Hills have
arrested two suspects for an armed
robbery on May 3 that occurred in
the 700 block of North Camden
Drive. Police said the crime was not
random and believe the victims
were targeted. 

The robbery occurred at approxi-
mately 5:10 a.m. in a residential
neighborhood in the western por-
tion of the Flats, north of Santa
Monica Boulevard. Police received
a call for “unknown trouble” and
determined at least two armed sus-

pects had entered a home and
forced residents to surrender prop-
erty. There were no injuries report-
ed. On May 4, BHPD officers
arrested Anthony Chavez Avila, of
Lancaster, and Charles Daniel
Chiodo, of Sylmar, in connection
with the robbery.

Anyone with information is
urged to call the Beverly Hills
Police Department at (310)285-
2125. Anonymous reports can be
made by calling Crime Stoppers at
(800)222-8477. 

Beverly Hills police arrest two
for robbery on Camden Drive 

A male suspect who allegedly
shot and killed a man walking a
dog near Genesee Avenue and
Saturn Street on March 12 has
been arrested in Texas and
charged with murder, police said. 

Los Angeles Police
Department investigators said the
suspect, Cliffton Kamal Styles,
21, of San Marcos, Texas, ran-
domly targeted the victim, who
was shot near his home around 5
a.m. on March 12 by a suspect in
a gray vehicle. Investigators
found security camera footage
showing the car, which police
determined was a gray 2020 Ford
Fusion with temporary tags from
Texas. They traced the vehicle to
Styles, who was taken into cus-
tody on April 27 with the help of
police in San Marcos, which is
located between San Antonio and
Austin, Texas. The Los Angeles
County District Attorney’s Office
charged Styles on April 27 with
one count of murder. 

Investigators with the LAPD’s
West Bureau Homicide Unit said
Styles may have been suffering
from mental illness. They did not
provide a motive for the homi-
cide. 

Investigators said prior to the
murder, Styles drove from Texas
to Florida, then across the country
to Los Angeles. Police did not
give a timeline for his travel and
did not divulge why Styles was in
the residential neighborhood
where the murder occurred. 

After Styles allegedly shot the

victim, the suspect drove to San
Diego before returning to San
Marcos, police said. Authorities
are looking into whether Styles
may have been involved in other
violent crimes in Los Angeles and
locations around the country. 

The victim, Marco Sandoval,
was shot near his home in the
Wilshire Vista area, just southeast
of Fairfax Avenue and Pico
Boulevard. His dog returned to
the residence on its own. A
passerby found Sandoval lying on
the ground at approximately 6:15
a.m. and called 911. The victim
was pronounced dead at the
scene. 

Styles was booked in Texas on
a murder warrant and faces extra-
dition back to Los Angeles.
Anyone with information about
the homicide or other crimes
potentially linked to the suspect is
urged to call LAPD West Bureau
Homicide detectives at (213)382-
9470. During weekends and off-
hours, call the LAPD’s hotline at
(877)LAPD247.  

n Police believe 
victim was 
randomly targeted

Suspect from Texas charged in
murder of man walking dog
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construction update
Construction activities to build the Wilshire/Rodeo Station continue primarily 
underground at Wilshire Bl and Rodeo Bl. Material deliveries will continue during 
day and evening hours.

traffic alert
From 9am–4pm, Wilshire Bl may be reduced to two lanes in each direction 
between El Camino Dr and Crescent Dr.

meeting hours
Community Construction Update webinars are typically held virtually on the first 
Wednesday of the month, from 12–1pm. Please join us on May 4 and June 1, 2022, 
at noon. Please visit metro.net/purple for additional details.   

Section 2 – Beverly Hills Update

Next stop: more subway.

By edwin folven                 

By edwin folven                 

photo courtesy of the San Marcos Police
Department 

Cliffton Kamal Styles is accused
of committing a murder on
March 12 in the Wilshire Vista
community. 

photo courtesy of the LAPD

Police released a photograph of
the replica firearm with a knife
blade that was recovered from the
alleged suspect.

https://www.metro.net


Hundreds of health care workers
at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center are
scheduled to go on strike at 5 a.m.
on May 9 after their union voiced
concerns about the hospital sys-
tem’s labor and bargaining prac-
tices. 

Members of SEIU-UHW protest-
ed outside of Cedars-Sinai on April
20 to draw attention to several
COVID-19 citations the hospital

received last year from the
California Division of
Occupational Safety and Health.  

Cal/OSHA issued seven citations
to Cedars-Sinai on July 27, and four
were considered “serious.” The
division fined the hospital system
nearly $100,000. According to
SEIU-UHW, the violations were
related to COVID-19 health and
safety protocols.  

“All of the people who’ve been
there from the beginning [of the

pandemic] – we’re tired, we’re fed
up,” said Rodolfo Sanchez, a five-
year environmental services techni-
cian at Cedars-Sinai. 

He said Cedars-Sinai officials
have become more stringent in their
expectations from workers while
not accommodating requests to
improve their work environment.
Sanchez said hospital officials are
also threatening to terminate work-
ers who participate in the strike. 

“They’re using scare tactics
toward the older ladies who’ve
been there for 20-something years,”
he added.  

According to SEIU-UHW,
Cedars-Sinai has failed to report
several serious cases of COVID-19.
The union also alleges that hospital
officials failed to maintain an “ade-
quate” aerosol transmissible dis-
ease exposure control plan and did
not train auxiliary staff about
aerosol transmissible pathogens.  

Cedars-Sinai officials did not
address those allegations but issued
a statement regarding the possible
strike.  

“At Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center, we strive to maintain the
highest standards of quality and
service in the care we provide,” the
statement read. “Our employees
are the key to this success, and
Cedars-Sinai has always recog-
nized this by providing market-
leading pay and benefits. 

“SEIU-UHW has notified
Cedars-Sinai of its intent to engage
in a strike. We respect the rights of
SEIU-UHW members to take this
step. The most effective way to
reach a fair agreement, however, is

for both parties to stay at the bar-
gaining table and finish negotia-
tions. 

“On the first day of bargaining,
March 21, Cedars-Sinai presented
the union with a strong economic
proposal, which would have pro-
vided pay increases to bargaining
unit employees as early as March
27. 

“Cedars-Sinai has maintained
strong working relationships with
our SEIU-UHW-represented
employees for years, and we are
committed to strengthening those
bonds. We look forward to contin-
uing our discussions with SEIU-
UHW to reach a mutual agree-
ment.” 

According to SEIU-UHW, the
union represents more than 2,000
employees at the hospital system.  

“We are very frustrated that
despite us risking our lives to deliv-
er world-class health care for our
patients, management at Cedars-
Sinai has not bargained in good
faith and continues to commit
unfair labor practices.
Management doesn’t seem to take
patient or worker safety seriously,”
Cedars-Sinai clinical partner Luz
Oglesby said in a press release. “In
our latest round of bargaining,
Cedars-Sinai rejected our propos-
als on PPE stockpiles, COVID
exposure notifications, keeping
pregnant and immunocompro-
mised workers away from COVID
patients, and other safety measures.
We’re asking for basic workplace
protections and respect for the lives
and health of caregivers and
patients.” 
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Health care workers protest outside Cedars-Sinai on April 20. 

Come Join Us in-person
for our first Live  with L il i  on

Monday, May 9th

from 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. at City Hall

This is an opportunity for Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse to listen
to YOUR ideas and what you have on your mind!

I want
to hear

from
you!

What’s
on your

mind?

Ideas!

Let’s come together
as a community!
Let’s come together
as a community!
Let’s come together
as a community!
Let’s come together

in-person:
City Hall Municipal Gallery
455 N Rexford Dr. 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

No RSVP necessary;
for more information, visit

beverlyhills.org/LiveWithLili
Virtual:

To participate:
beverlyhills.org/LiveWithLili 

To watch:
beverlyhills.org/live 

When: 7 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Cedars-Sinai workers may go on strike
BY AARON BLEVINS              

WeHo approves wage ordinance 
During its regular meetings in

April, the West Hollywood City
Council approved updates to the
city’s Living Wage Ordinance for
service contracts.  

On July 1, the established living
wage rate in West Hollywood will
increase to $19.35 per hour. The
living wage update and phase-in
will require the city’s service con-
tractors with contracts of $25,000
or more for terms of three months
or longer to pay employees the
updated living wage rate in per-
forming city-related work.  

The living wage applies to
employees, temporary employees
and subcontractors and is adjusted
each July 1 to reflect changes dur-
ing the preceding year in the
Consumer Price Index. 

For services provided to the city
and its constituents via social ser-
vices contracts with nonprofit
agencies, the ordinance provides
for a three-month delay to Oct. 1,
in the implementation of the

updated living wage rate. It is a
one-time exception for 2022 only
– in order to align with the start of
the city’s next round of Social
Services contracts. 

The city established its Living
Wage Ordinance in 1997. A living
wage is typically described as the
minimum income necessary for a
worker to be able to meet basic
needs for an extended period. The
needs include shelter, nutrition,
healthcare and other incidentals
such as clothing. The standard
generally means that a person
working 40 hours a week, with no
additional income, should be able
to afford a specified quantity of
housing, food, utilities, transport,
health care and recreation.  

In 2011, the City Council
amended the living wage ordi-
nance to require adjustments to
the living wage rate each July.

For information, visit
weho.org/business/doing-busi-
ness-with-the-city/living-wage.

https://beverlyhills.org/citymanager/mayorandcouncilmembers/livewithlili/?NFR=1
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It’s time to

be together
again &
have fun
as a 

community

while 

supporting

our local 

businesses.

Please join us as we launch the NEXT Business with Bosse events this month! This 

new initiative was created by Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse to put a spotlight on 

local businesses and just how special they are! 

The community is invited to meet at each showcased business and enjoy a sampling 

of what makes our Beverly Hills businesses so special.

For more information and to view upcoming events, visit 

beverlyhills.org/businesswithbosse

Questions? Email us at businesswithbosse@beverlyhills.org

Thursday, May 19, 
2022

Drop by between
9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Chaumont Bakery 
and Chaumont Vegan 
143 & 145 S Beverly Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90212
(small bites will be available)

Monday, May 23, 
2022

Drop in between
12 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Alfred Coffee
Beverly Hills 
490 N Beverly Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
(small sample beverages will be available) 

Two NEW locations this month and NEW times!

Five of the 27 candidates vying to
replace outgoing Los Angeles
Mayor Eric Garcetti faced off again
during a televised debate on May 1
at Cal State Los Angeles. The event
was hosted by the Pat Brown
Institute of Public Affairs and the
League of Women Voters of Greater
Los Angeles. 

The candidates – U.S. Rep. Karen
Bass (D-Calif.), City Attorney Mike
Feuer, developer Rick Caruso and
Councilmen Kevin de León and Joe
Buscaino – fielded questions about
the biggest challenges facing the
city.  

“Elections are job interviews,”
Feuer said during his introductory
remarks. “Watch tonight who dis-
plays the skill, the humanity, the
guts and the experience to fix a city
that’s messy and complicated and in
crisis.” 

ABC7 anchor Marc Brown
served as the moderator. He opened
the debate by asking how each may-
oral hopeful plans to improve
Angelenos’ quality of life, which
has dropped in recent years, accord-
ing to a UCLA survey. 

Buscaino said he wants to see city
services that are “automated,” so
residents can track their requests
and receive updates. He also wants
to increase the number of Los
Angeles Police Department officers,
while ensuring that everyone who
wants a job in L.A. can get one.  

“When we talk about quality of
life, if you look at the homelessness
crisis today, you see chaos,”
Buscaino said. “You see destruction

and lawlessness. We need a mayor
who has the backbone to address
quality of life concerns by [putting]
more police officers on the street.” 

De León stressed the need for
jobs that “can’t be outsourced” and
said he would work to create more
affordable housing in the city as
well. 

“I will build 450,000 units, and
[they] will be affordable units for
very low-income or low-income
and middle-income families,” de
León said.  

Feuer said residents need to see
“tangible” results, which he would
look to create by facilitating the
construction of more affordable
housing and by declaring a state of
emergency regarding the homeless-
ness crisis.  

“We’re going to keep going on
public safety,” he added. “I was the
first candidate to call to increase our
police force. But I know enough to
know that we can balance that with
reforming the department at the
same time, with community-based
violence intervention and preven-
tion programs – no slogans, com-
prehensive approaches.” 

Bass said income inequality is
among the most fundamental issues
that the city could address to
improve residents’ quality of life.  

“We need higher-paying jobs,”
she said. “We have our issues, but I
believe that we can conquer these
issues.” 

Caruso said many residents feel
“unheard,” as their calls for assis-
tance – whether for city services or
to report a crime – often go unan-
swered. He said he would like to

hire an additional 1,500 LAPD offi-
cers.  

“I’ve got a plan to remove the
encampments off the streets, so peo-
ple can live their lives, run their
businesses,” Caruso added. “Ninety
percent of the businesses in Los
Angeles are small businesses, and
they deserve a shot to be success-
ful.” 

Panelists asked the candidates
how they would reconcile the seem-
ingly fractured relationship between
the city and county of Los Angeles
regarding homelessness and the Los
Angeles Homeless Services
Authority. 

De León touted the work he’s
done in his district. 

“We don’t need more politicians
or wannabe politicians giving
empty promises with no experience
at all whatsoever on this issue,” he
said.  

Feuer said LAHSA was never
intended to be a governing body on
homelessness, and that the composi-
tion of the organization needs to
change.  

“As you said, no one’s in charge,”
Feuer said. “First day as mayor, I
change that. I appoint a top official
who consolidates all the authority of
the mayor’s office under my leader-
ship.” 

Bass said declaring a state of
emergency is insufficient. She said
the city needs to have a national
declaration, even if it means taking
an envoy of California mayors to
the White House.  

“It is completely unacceptable for
the city and the county to not work
together hand in glove, and we do

need to explore some other type of
governance,” Bass added. 

Caruso said there has been a lack
of compassion at City Hall, and that
he has a plan to add 30,000 beds in
the city.  

“I will be accountable,” he said.
“I’ve been a chief executive. I’ve
run large enterprises. I’ve solved
complex problems with very practi-
cal solutions. I have a history of it. I
have the solutions and the track
record to back it up.” 

Buscaino said he wants to add

10,000 emergency shelter beds and
enforce the city’s no-camping laws.  

“We will have zero camping
allowed in the city of Los Angeles
and the county of 88 cities,” he
added. 

The candidates were also asked
about race relations, environmental
issues, electrification, the “broken
windows theory,” at-risk youth and
Los Angeles County Sheriff Alex
Villanueva.  

To view the forum, visit
abc7.com.  

L.A. mayoral debate held at Cal State
BY AARON BLEVINS              

Mayor makes LAHSA nomination
Mayor Eric Garcetti on May 2

nominated Jessica Lall to serve on
the Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority commission.
The nomination to replace the
vacancy left by former
Commissioner Kelli Bernard is
subject to City Council confirma-
tion. 

“Jessica has spent her career
working to make prosperity and
opportunity available to all
Angelenos, especially the most
vulnerable among us,” Garcetti
said. “She embodies the qualities
of leadership, determination and
creativity that we all strive for in
public service, and I know that she
will breathe new life and bring
fresh perspectives to meeting the
challenges we face.” 

Lall currently serves as the pres-
ident and CEO of Central City
Association, which represents the
interests of more than 300 busi-
nesses, trade associations and non-
profit organizations in L.A.
County.  

Prior to joining CCA, she served
as executive director of the South

Park Business Improvement
District in downtown Los Angeles,
where she led the creation of an
economic development plan and
public art initiative for neighbor-
hoods across the city.  

Lall has previously held the
roles of senior policy director in
the Department of Economic and
Business Policy for former Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa, communica-
tions director for Austin Beutner’s
mayoral campaign and chief
advancement officer at Coro
Southern California. She also
serves on the boards of the
University of Southern California,
Goodwill Southern California, the
Los Angeles Tourism and
Convention Board, and Coro
Southern California.  

LAHSA is a joint powers
authority of the city and county of
Los Angeles, responsible for coor-
dinating and managing more than
$880 million annually in federal,
state, county, and city funds for
programs providing shelter, hous-
ing and services to people experi-
encing homelessness. 

https://beverlyhills.org/citymanager/mayorandcouncilmembers/businesswithbosse/web.jsp?NFR=1


After two years of being unable
to come together due to the pan-
demic, seniors are starting to
return for exercise and classes at
Jewish Family Service of Los
Angeles’ Jona Goldrich
Multipurpose Center, located in
the Fairfax District. 

“For many of our older adult
clients, the loneliness and isolation
of the past two years has been dev-
astating,” JFS president and CEO
Eli Veitzer said. “For them, the
opportunity to see friends again
and to be with other people at the
senior centers is precious. We
hope to be able to provide that gift
soon at all our senior centers.” 

The facility, formerly called the
Freda Mohr Center, provided life-
enriching programs for approxi-
mately 150 seniors daily prior to
the pandemic, and shifted to online
programming during the past two
years, said Susan Belgrade, senior
director of multipurpose and
senior centers for Jewish Family
Service of Los Angeles. 

Last week, the Jona Goldrich
Multipurpose Center opened its
doors to seniors for the first time
since March 2020, offering ser-
vices by appointment only. A
steady stream of clients has
returned, Belgrade added. 

“They are thrilled to be back,
and we are thrilled to have them
back,” she said. “Socialization is
very, very important, and this is
something our clients missed dur-
ing COVID. They want to go back
to where they were before.” 

“I’ve been waiting for a long
time for the center to reopen and
when I heard from our [fitness]
instructor, Cesar, that his first in
person class at Jona Goldrich was
on May 3, I was the first one to
sign up,” Fairfax District resident
Flora Ruben said. “It felt so good
to be at this beautiful building and
to see my old Romanian friend.
I’m planning to come to classes
twice a week, come to exercise in
the gym once a week, and I also
hope to come to the computer lab
one time a week. I also was very
happy to see JFSLA staff again.” 

Jewish Family Service of Los
Angeles has been cautious in
restarting in-person programs for
seniors. Clients must make
appointments and classes are
being kept at approximately 50%
capacity. 

Belgrade said JFSLA has adopt-
ed a hybrid model and still offers
programming online. She added
that the hope is to expand avail-
ability of services soon. 

The Jona Goldrich
Multipurpose Center is located on
the ground floor of the JFS
Gunther-Hirsh Family Center,
located at 330 N. Fairfax Ave. It
includes a gymnasium, exercise
room, computer lab and class-
room. 

The building, which was com-
pleted shortly before the pandemic
occurred, also houses offices for
Jewish Family Service of Los
Angeles. 

The multipurpose center was
named after real estate developer
and philanthropist Jona Goldrich,
who died in 2016. 

Goldrich, a Holocaust survivor
who was instrumental in the cre-
ation of the Los Angeles
Holocaust Memorial in Pan
Pacific Park, was a longtime sup-
porter of JFSLA. 

Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, said he is
pleased the center has reopened. 

“Older adults have been the
most impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic, and the isolation for
them has been particularly diffi-
cult to overcome. I’m so happy
that our community is once again
able to access engaging health and
wellness activities for older adults
in addition to education and social
events through the Jona Goldrich
Multipurpose Center,” Koretz
said. “Thank you to Jewish Family
Services for continuing to help our
older neighbors live a healthy and
satisfying life on their own terms.” 

In-person classes include cur-
rent events, as well as exercise
programs and fitness classes
focusing on stretching and flexi-
bility, and gait and balance.
Zumba and yoga classes are also
offered. 

The computer lab is open from
10 a.m.-noon on Monday and
Wednesday. 

To return to the multipurpose
center, clients and guests must pro-
vide identification and proof of
COVID-19 vaccination or a nega-

tive PCR test taken within 48
hours or a negative antigen test
taken within 24 hours. They must
also complete a daily health ques-
tionnaire and always wear a face
mask, Belgrade said.
Transportation to and from the
center is available. 

“We hope to see more people in-
person soon,” Belgrade added.
“We are happy to welcome every-
one back to our beautiful new
building.” 

To RSVP for classes and activi-
ties at the Jona Goldrich
Multipurpose Center, call Danny
Vasquez at (213)248-8519, or
email dvasquez@jfsla.org. 
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Notable Quotes 

If I were damned of body and soul, 
I know whose prayers would make me whole, 
Mother o’ mine, O mother o’ mine. 

“Mother o’ Mine” (1891) 

Rudyard Kipling 
1865-1936 

*Source: Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations 

Goldrich Multipurpose Center reopens
BY EDWIN FOLVEN               

photo courtesy of Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles 

Seniors can take exercise classes with fitness instructors at the multipur-
pose center on Fairfax Avenue. 

“They are thrilled
to be back, and

we are thrilled to
have them back.”

Susan Belgrade
Jewish Family Service

https://www.weho.org
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Hancock Park resident Dakota
Chandler said she didn’t know
much about Jewish traditions when
she joined Judaism by Choice, a
program led by Rabbi Neal
Weinberg for people wishing to
convert to the religion. 

But she was interested in build-
ing stronger relationships with
Jewish friends and always wanted
to learn more about the background
of her adopted father, who is half-
Jewish. In mid-February, she took a
leap of faith and joined the pro-
gram, which offers a comprehen-
sive immersion into Judaism and
Jewish culture. 

“It’s been wonderful,” Chandler
added. “I have really loved learning
about Judaism. We talk about so
many different things. I just feel
very aligned with it.” 

Weinberg hopes to introduce
more people to Judaism when he
joins Rabbi David Baron, of the
Beverly Hills Temple of the Arts,
on Friday, May 13, at 8 p.m. for a
Shabbat service honoring “Those
Who Chose.” Chandler will be
among a panel of people who have
converted or are participating in the
program who will share their sto-
ries. Weinberg and Baron said the
service, which will be held at the
Saban Theatre in Beverly Hills, will
be enlightening. 

“It’s important to let people
know that there is an option (for
conversion),” Weinberg said. “We
have 19 weeks of classes that are
very comprehensive. People who
join are very enthusiastic.” 

“Many people in California are
exploring religions, traditions and
spirituality, and to them Judaism is
very appealing, because the foun-
dation of the Hebrew Bible is the
Ten Commandments and the
Golden Rule,” Baron said. “Here at
Temple of the Arts, we devote a ser-
vice each year to those converting
to the Jewish faith. They find the
faith, and we open our doors to
those opportunities.” 

Weinberg said there are many
reasons people convert to Judaism.
Some are non-Jews in romantic
relationships with people who are
Jewish. Others come from Jewish
ancestry and want to learn more
about their family history. Some
simply feel passionately about the
culture and want to learn more
about it. 

Many well-known figures in
Hollywood have converted to
Judaism, including Elizabeth
Taylor, Sammy Davis Jr. and
Marilyn Monroe, Weinberg said. 

Judaism by Choice offers an
overview of Jewish history and cul-
ture, theology and philosophy,
Jewish values, prayers and tradi-
tions, the Hebrew language, the

Holocaust and the Jewish-
American experience. Those who
wish to covert to Judaism must take
all of the classes, regularly attend
services at synagogues, meet with
rabbis, observe Shabbat, keep
kosher and observe all Jewish cus-
toms and traditions. Before the con-
version is complete, candidates
must go before a panel of rabbis
and answer questions, and must
undergo a spiritual bath for the pur-
pose of ritual immersion in
Judaism. 

“It’s a very spiritual experience,”
Weinberg said. “We want to make it
available to people.” 

Chandler said she has not made a
final decision about converting to

Judaism, but is glad she joined the
program. She is grateful to
Weinberg, who has made learning
about Judaism exciting and fulfill-
ing. 

“I just thought if I take this class,
at the very least, I’d be better edu-
cated and a better friend to my
Jewish friends,” Chandler added.
“It has really brought me a lot of
peace.” 

For information on Judaism by
Choice, visit judaismbychoice.org.
The Saban Theatre is located at
8440 Wilshire Blvd. 

For information and to RSVP for
the May 13 event, call the Beverly
Hills Temple of the Arts at
(323)658-9100, or visit bhtota.org. 

Temple offers pathway for converting to Judaism
BY EDWIN FOLVEN               

photo courtesy of Rabbi Neal Weinberg 

Rabbi Neal Weinberg leads
Judaism by Choice, which offers
an immersive course for people. 

Signatures collected for measure
The United to House L.A.

Coalition on May 2 submitted
98,171 signatures to the Los
Angeles City Clerk’s Office,
exceeding the 61,076 signatures
required to qualify the House L.A.
ballot measure for the November
2022 election.  

The broad and diverse coalition
of more than 130 local organiza-
tions – composed of homeless ser-
vices providers, affordable hous-
ing developers, labor unions, cli-
mate change activists and tenant’s
rights groups – celebrated the feat.  

“SEIU Local 2015 is proud to
help lead this campaign and stand
alongside over 130 organizations
and unions to advance this critical
measure,” said April Verrett, pres-
ident of SEIU Local 2015 and
campaign co-chair. “This will pro-
vide transformational resources
for working people who are
deeply struggling to hang on and
provide a better future for their
families.”  

“The House L.A. measure rais-
es critical funding to reduce
homelessness and directly support
low-income seniors and at-risk
renters,” said Laura Raymond,
director of the Alliance for
Community Transit-Los Angeles
and campaign co-chair. “It has
been written by experts on the
front lines who understand what
solutions we need.”  

United to House LA is a citizen-
led measure written by homeless-
ness and housing experts that
would provide immediate assis-
tance to those at risk of homeless-
ness, notably low-income seniors,
across Los Angeles.  

If passed by voters in
November 2022, it would help
purchase and build new afford-
able housing for 69,000 people
experiencing homelessness or at
risk of homelessness in the first 10
years, provide income assistance
to low-income seniors and people
with disabilities who are at risk of
homelessness, and offer legal aid

and outreach services to renters at
risk of losing their homes.  

According to the coalition, it
would assist approximately
475,000 Angelenos each year and
create 44,000 good-paying union
construction jobs, targeting local
and disadvantaged Angelenos for
hiring. 

The fund would be overseen by
a citizens committee with specific
expertise and lived experience on
housing and homelessness, and it
would be supported by paid staff
led by an inspector general. 

“The L.A./O.C. Building
Trades are all in to reduce home-
lessness and help low-income
seniors, and we know a critical
way to do that is by building hous-
ing that is permanently affordable
to working and low-income peo-
ple,” said Chris Hannan, execu-
tive secretary for the L.A./O.C.
Building & Construction Trades
Council, which represents
140,000 skilled building and con-
struction workers across Southern
California. 

“The ACLU of Southern
California believes that a right to
safe and secure housing is vital to
each and every American family,”
ACLU of Southern California
staff attorney Kath Rogers said.
“L.A.’s homelessness and hous-
ing crisis affects every neighbor-
hood and community, and it hits
our most vulnerable the hardest.
We are proud to endorse this mea-
sure and join the fight with so
many partners from across the
city.”  

The Los Angeles City Clerk’s
Office will inform the coalition
whether the measure qualifies
after its review. Following that
notification, the Los Angeles City
Council is required to submit the
measure to the L.A. County
Recorder Registrar/Clerk to be
included on the November 2022
general election ballot. 

For information, visit unitedto-
housela.com.  

https://www.weho.org


The Historic Filipinotown 
Eastern Gateway, officially called 
“Talang Gabay-Our Guiding Star,” 
will be officially unveiled on 
Saturday, May 7, with a large com-
munity celebration from 4-7 p.m.  

The event will include a ribbon-
cutting, lighting ceremony, music 
and dance performances, and 
appearances from celebrities and 
elected officials, including Los 

Angeles City Council President Pro 
Tempore Mitch O’Farrell, 13th 
District. The new gateway, which 
was 20 years in the making, is the 
largest of its kind in the United 
States.  

The event will be held at Beverly 
Boulevard at Belmont Avenue in 
Historic Filipinotown.  

For information, visit cd13.lac-
ity.org.
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The Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority Board of Directors unan-
imously approved a motion on 
April 28 that instructs the agency to 
develop a policy to protect existing 
trees and plant more trees as trans-
portation projects are developed.  

“Our communities are facing 
increasing average temperatures, 
more air pollution and other seri-
ous environmental challenges. A 
Metro Tree Policy will mean clean-
er air, more shade for pedestrians 
and cyclists and people taking tran-
sit, and more walkable, livable and 
beautiful neighborhoods,” said 
Metro board member and Los 
Angeles County Supervisor Janice 

Hahn.  
Trees provide multiple benefits, 

cooling streets by between 2-4 
degrees Fahrenheit while improv-
ing air quality and reducing 
stormwater runoff.  

“Neighborhoods that lack green 
infrastructure are more often lower-
income and communities of color, 
with higher transit ridership,” Hahn 
added. “Those communities stand 
to benefit the most from this policy. 
I’m thankful to my colleagues for 
their support and look forward to 
delivering cleaner, healthier air for 
the residents of L.A. County.”  

The motion instructs Metro to 
present a plan for the board’s 
approval by August.  

Support grows for Metro policy 
aimed at preserving more trees 

Los Angeles City Council 
President Pro Tempore Mitch 
O’Farrell, 13th District, joined  
representatives from the Los 
Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority and 
Little Tokyo Service Center to 
celebrate the groundbreaking of 
the Santa Monica Vermont 
Apartments, a new transit-orient-
ed development that will provide 
187 units of housing for people 
experiencing homelessness, and 
low-income workers.   

“Every Angeleno deserves a 
safe, affordable and comfortable 
place to live,” O’Farrell said. 
“Projects like these will make a 
real difference for working fami-
lies in East Hollywood, while 
also putting people experiencing 
homelessness on a pathway to 
wellness, stability and a purpose-
ful life. I’m proud to have 
worked with LTSC and Metro to 
make this project a reality and 
look forward to welcoming its 
first residents as soon as it 
opens.”  

The Proposition HHH-funded 
Santa Monica Vermont 
Apartments, a project champi-
oned by O’Farrell, will also 
include community-serving retail 
space with plans for a health cen-
ter and food court, prioritizing 
local and legacy small businesses 
as tenants. Transit improvements 
will also be made to the Metro 
station and plaza, in addition to a 
new bike/mobility hub and tran-
sit shelter.   

“[This] is an exciting day for 
Metro and East Hollywood,” 

said Metro Board chair and Los 
Angeles County Supervisor 
Hilda Solis, 1st District. “This 
new transit-oriented develop-
ment will be an example of how 
innovative thinking and strategic 
partnerships can make sustain-
able, equitable development a 
reality. Developing housing on 
Metro-owned land is making a 
difference in the lives of 
Angelenos throughout the city, 
and we will continue to work to 
deliver on our promise of devel-
oping 5,000 affordable housing 
units by 2031.”   

“We are proud to be collabo-
rating with Metro on this devel-
opment that will help address the 
acute affordability challenges 
families face throughout Los 
Angeles,” LTSC Executive 
Director Erich Nakano 
said. “This project is a prime 
example of how we can place 
Los Angeles on a path toward a 
more sustainable, affordable and 
livable future. We hope it will 
inspire future sustainable hous-
ing developments in cities and 
communities across the 
county.”   

“Many transit riders in our 
county have an average annual 
income of just $18,000 a year,” 
Metro CEO Stephanie Wiggins 
said. “These are the residents 
that need affordable housing the 
most. How we use our land can 
help make the difference 
between a thriving community 
for all versus one that doesn't 
work for low and moderate 
income families.”

New housing above Metro 
station gets underway 

photo courtesy of the 13th District Council office 

Los Angeles Council President Pro Tempore Mitch O’Farrell, center,  
helped officials break ground on the Santa Monica Vermont 
Apartments project.

Celebration planned at Historic Filipinotown Gateway 

The Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority is holding a webinar on 
Tuesday, May 10, from noon-1 
p.m. on decking for section three 
(Westwood area) of the Purple Line 
Extension subway project. To 
attend the meeting via Zoom, visit 
zoom.us/j/96626476708. To view 
the meeting live, visit 
facebook.com/purplelineext. To lis-
ten to the meeting, call (669)900-
9128 and enter the webinar ID 966 
2647 6708.  

Work is occurring at many loca-
tions along the subway project from 
Wilshire/Western to Westwood/VA 
Hospital. In the Miracle Mile, week-
end closures on Wilshire Boulevard 
will occur between Highland and La 
Brea avenues through July 11 
(excluding the Memorial Day and 
Fourth of July weekends). The clo-
sures are necessary while crews 
restore the Wilshire Boulevard 
street surface. Wilshire Boulevard 
will be closed from 9 p.m. on Friday 
to 6 a.m. on Monday each weekend. 
Traffic will be diverted north to 
Sixth Street to bypass the closure. 
For information, visit 
mcknbr0fgxh5k0f2vx078zts2980.
pub.sfmc-content.com/1guu-
usythcw/w2hnxunrso4.  

A construction zone in the center 
of Wilshire Boulevard near 
Masselin Avenue will be in place 
through the beginning of 2024. 
Crews will be conducting cross 
passage work between twin subway 
tunnels near the Wilshire/Fairfax 
station. Wilshire Boulevard has 
been reduced to two lanes in each 
direction around the work zone 
between Ridgely Drive and Curson 
Avenue.  

Just west of the Wilshire/Fairfax 
station, crews will intermittently 
close an alley between the former 
Johnie’s coffee shop building and 
the 99 Cents Only Stores building 
through September. Beginning in 
May, crews may also implement 
weekend directional closures at 
Wilshire/Fairfax to support ongoing 
work at the subway station and 
appendage structures, which are 
rooms and passageways that connect 

to the main station. Eastbound traffic 
will be detoured onto La Cienega or 
San Vicente boulevards, then south 
to Olympic Boulevard to avoid the 
closures.  

New traffic configurations are 
also anticipated in May near the 
Wilshire/La Cienega subway sta-
tion. Through traffic for northbound 
Gale Drive may be intermittently 
restored in mid-May. However, 
southbound Gale Drive will remain 
closed north of Wilshire Boulevard. 
Two lanes will be open in each 
direction most of the time on 
Wilshire Boulevard between La 
Cienega and San Vicente boule-
vards, but traffic may periodically be 
reduced to one lane in each direc-
tion.  

Lane closures are also anticipated 
on Wilshire Boulevard between El 
Camino and Crescent drives in 
Beverly Hills. Utility work is antici-
pated to begin in June on permanent 
electrical power lines to the future 
Wilshire/Rodeo station, where con-
struction will be ongoing through 
2024. Ground improvement work in 
preparation for the construction of 
cross passage tunnels is also antici-
pated to begin in late-May. Fourteen 

locations along the tunnel alignment 
will require lane and sidewalk clo-
sures for the work. Metro will issue 
future notices detailing the closures 
at each location.  

Crews are relocating sewers and 
storm drains through the third quar-
ter of 2022 in Century City. 
Excavation for the underground sta-
tion beneath Constellation 
Boulevard near Avenue of the Stars 
is also anticipated to be complete the 
third quarter of 2022.  

In Westwood, piling is ongoing on 
Wilshire Boulevard near Gayley 
Avenue for the future 
Westwood/UCLA station. Metro 
crews will install dewatering wells 
on Wilshire Boulevard between 
Malcolm and Selby avenues to sup-
port maintenance for the tunnel bor-
ing machines. The work will be 
completed in stages through June 
30, and notices on community 
impacts will be updated as work pro-
gresses.  

For questions and concerns about 
the Purple Line Extension project, 
call the 24-hour project hotline at 
(213)922-6934, email the project 
team at purplelineext@metro.net or 
visit metro.net. 

Crews continue progress on subway line 

photo by Edwin Folven  

Lane closures are anticipated as work continues near the future 
Wilshire/La Cienega subway station. 

The Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority has announced that 17 
artists have been commissioned to 
create site-specific, integrated art-
works for the future 
Wilshire/Rodeo, Century City/Con-
stellation, Westwood/UCLA and 
Westwood/VA Hospital stations for 
the Purple Line Extension subway 
project.  

The projects are expected to 
enhance the customer experience 
with innovative, award-winning 
visual art. The artists creating pieces 
for the Wilshire/Rodeo station are 
Meleko Mokgosi, Rigo 23 and 
Devon Tsuno. The artists creating 
works for the Century 
City/Constellation Station include 

Eddie Rodolfo Aparicio, Sarah 
Cain, Phung Huynh, Oscar 
Magallanes and Analia Saban. The 
artists for the Westwood/UCLA 
Station are Moses X. Ball, Karen 
Hampton, Yunhee Min, Gala 
Porras-Kim and Iris Yirei Hu.  
Sandow Birk, Victoria Fu + Matt 
Rich, Francesco Simeti and Eloy 
Torrez will create artworks for the 
Westwood/VA Hospital Station.  

The artists were selected through 
an open, competitive process fol-
lowing the recommendation of a 
panel of nationally recognized cura-
tors, local arts professionals and 
community members from the 
Purple Line Extension project area, 
all of whom have ties to the commu-
nities served by the future stations. 

The professional qualifications of 
more than 1,500 artists were consid-
ered during the selection process. 
Finalists created researched propos-
als that responded to the specific 
sites and communities along the 
subway alignment.  

The artists join the nine others 
who were selected earlier for the 
future Wilshire/La Brea, 
Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire/La 
Cienega stations. They are Eamon 
Ore-Giron, Fran Siegel, Mark Dean 
Veca, Karl Haendel, Ken Gonzalez-
Day, Susan Silton, Todd Gray, 
Mariana Castillo Deball and Soo 
Kim.   

For information, visit 
art.metro.net/artworks/in-the-
works/works-ple.  

Artists selected for Purple Line subway stations 

photo courtesy of the 13th District Council office 

The Historic Filipinotown Eastern 
Gateway will be celebrated on May 7.
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The city of West Hollywood is
seeking public input on its
Dockless Mobility pilot program. 

The city launched the program
last July with e-scooters and e-bikes
from Bird, Lime and Wheels.
Currently, Lime and Bird operate e-
scooters, and Wheels operates
throttle assisted e-bikes. 

To improve the Dockless
Mobility pilot program, West
Hollywood is conducting a survey
to better understand the communi-
ty’s experience with the devices
and the overall program. The sur-
vey is open to the public, and the
goal is to include perspectives from
both users and non-users. The sur-

In observance of National Bicycle
Safety Month in May, the Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department is reminding drivers to
follow the speed limit and watch for
cyclists. 

To help keep cyclists and pedestri-
ans safe, the sheriff’s department
will conduct traffic safety operations
throughout May focused on the most
dangerous driver behaviors such as

speeding, making illegal turns, fail-
ure to yield to bicyclists and pedes-
trians, and stop sign and red light
running. Drivers are cautioned to
slow down and follow the speed
limit, and to be careful traveling
through intersections. Always look
carefully for bicyclists and pedestri-
ans before making a turn or opening
a car door near streets or bike paths. 

For information, visit lasd.org. 

Authorities warn about bike safety 

The city of West Hollywood
Homeless Initiative is resuming its
efforts to provide on-site outreach
and services at the West Hollywood
Library for community members
experiencing homelessness. 

The program, which began pro-
viding outreach and services in
October 2016, is a strategic collabo-
ration between West Hollywood,
the Los Angeles County Library
and the social services providers
that work with the city, including
APLA Health, Ascencia, the Los
Angeles LGBT Center, Step Up on
Second and the Tarzana Treatment
Centers. The organizations are part-
nering to provide on-site weekday
outreach hours to connect people to
services and support at the West
Hollywood Library, 625 N. San
Vicente Blvd. 

“The library outreach program is
an innovative offering that advances
the city’s Five-Year Plan to Address
Homelessness in Our Community
and support people’s well-being,”
West Hollywood Mayor Lauren
Meister said. “The on-site teams
help connect people experiencing
homelessness with resources that
accelerate getting back into housing
– whether it’s supportive counsel-
ing, enrolling in shelter services,
signing up for substance abuse
treatment, finding jobs or other
needed support. We are so grateful
for the collaborative partnership
with L.A. County Library and our
contracted service providers, whom
our community members rely on for
help and support.” 

“One of our city’s core values is
respect and support for people, and
the library outreach program epito-
mizes the city’s longtime commit-
ment to this value by making life-
saving resources and information
available in a safe and dignified
community space,” Mayor Pro
Tempore Sepi Shyne added. 

Representatives of the city’s con-
tracted social services agencies
coordinate outreach. All of the
organizations are nonprofits with
expertise in serving people who are
experiencing homelessness, includ-
ing some of the city’s most vulner-
able community members such as
LGBTQ youth and people who
have mental health needs and sub-
stance use issues. The providers
also make referrals to other services
and programs based on need. 

Outreach and services will most-
ly be offered in the West
Hollywood Library’s second floor
meeting room. Ascencia will pro-
vide services from 1-3 p.m.,
Monday, and 11 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Wednesday. The Los Angeles
LGBT Center will offer services
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Tuesday. The
Tarzana Treatment Center will offer
services from 1-3 p.m., Wednesday.
Step Up (first floor, JVS WeHo
Works Office) and the Los Angeles
LGBT Center (second floor) will
offer services from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Thursday. APLA Health will pro-
vide services from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Friday. 

For information, visit
weho.org/homeless. 

WeHo resumes services for
unhoused individuals at library 

WeHo seeks input on Dockless Mobility program 

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

Services for individuals experiencing homelessness will be offered at the
West Hollywood Library through a partnership with Los Angeles County
and social service providers.

photo by Joshua Barash

The city of West Hollywood is seeking input on its Dockless Mobility pilot
program, from riders and non-riders.

vey includes questions on people’s
general opinion of the program,
frequency of use, potential changes
in vehicle use or other transporta-
tion modes, demographics, and
additional feedback or suggestions
for the future. 

The survey will remain open
through Friday, May 20. All
responses are anonymous. The
results will be compiled and pub-
lished in an upcoming staff report
that will be presented to the West
Hollywood City Council. To take
the survey, visit
populus.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form
/SV_cGCln55YB8qn8Vg. 

https://www.weho.org


I like a house where the trees lean
in a little, where the landscaping
hugs the front door, where the wil-
low rakes the gabled roof. 

When I was in architecture school
(Editor’s note: He was never in
architecture school), we spent an
entire hour just talking about the
role of landscaping in residential
homes. My takeaway, it’s very
important. It gives the home a sense
of place, a cozy vibe. Good land-
scaping warms a home in winter
and shades it in the dog days of
August.  

Because of my architecture train-
ing (Editor: Again, he never went to
architecture school), I’m probably a
little more tuned in to the role of
landscaping in a home. I admire
other architects when they have to

wiggle a home in among the elms
and oaks, which takes more time
and effort than just leveling out the
lot. 

Meanwhile – you mighta missed
it, maybe not – a super-stupid L.A.
mansion just sold for $126 million.
Inset into the hill, this place looks
like it was built by gophers. Sparing
nothing, the developers included a
nightclub, a candy room and a
bowling alley with neon balls. Your
pick: the nuclear red one, or the
green one that looks like snot. 

This bold home was a steal really,
well below the $300 million asking
price. Realtors said it would’ve sold
for more, but the Russian oligarchs
are otherwise occupied. They are
usually the go-to buyers for gross-
out real estate and the kinds of
yachts you’d like to blow up at mid-
night when no one is aboard. 

Brand new, this hilltop mansion is
devoid of memories, of pencil
marks on the kitchen door indicat-
ing the children’s heights or a gash
in the floor where Dad always put
the Christmas tree. 

Here’s to all the people in the
cozy little houses, like ours. Where
you bump butts in the kitchen and
you could use another closet or two.photo by Chris Erskine 
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sion is pretty simple: three bed-
rooms, couple of baths, pencil
marks on the kitchen door. 

Oh, this old house. A good place
to peel potatoes or butter a turkey. If
the water is running, you can’t hear
the TV. Run the dishwasher, you
ruin the movie. 

When we bought it, I asked the
Realtor: “Where would we put the
Christmas tree? Is there room for a
spoiled rotten dog? 

“What do Saturday mornings
look like here? Is there a small cafe
where the windows steam? Do the
folks on this street hang holiday
lights?  

“Does this cul-de-sac ever do
block parties? If you’re caught in
traffic, will someone find the key

and walk the dog for you?” 
Because aside from bowling

alleys, candy rooms and 10-car
garages, those are all the amenities I
need. 

The agent said yes.  
To this day, I think she was lying.

But it’s worked out pretty well. 
Anyway, that’s my dream house –

the little place with the chunky yard,
the hanging baskets, the crooked
doorbell, the good neighbors and a
kitchen that always smells of soup. 

That’s my silly dream. What’s
yours? 

Maybe Mom can use a laugh? 

For books and other possible
Mother’s Day gifts, visit chrisersk-
inela.com. 

Oh, this old casa 

photo by Chris Erskine 

His dream home: Hanging baskets, a crooked doorbell and a spoiled rot-
ten dog. 

But the memories are roomy. You go
to bed each night hoping the plumb-
ing holds, and that you can get 12
years out of the 10-year roof. 

I sound like such a Bolshevik
here, and I’m not, I promise you I’m
not. I’m a beefy capitalist with shal-
low pockets. I’m an infinite jester.
They used to say Thornton Wilder
could “conjure worlds out of
clouds.” I conjure them out of wine
corks. You know what that pays?
Almost nothing. 

So, who am I to judge? I’m a big
jelly doughnut of a man. My nose is
like a work boot. My dog is half
camel. I’m hardly the epitome of
refined good taste. 

Yet, I’m still sort of stunned that
this mega-mansion atop the hill was
someone’s idea of a dream house.
Makes me wonder: What’s the
American Dream these days?  

Do we have better dreams than
we used to, amid the pandemics and
the wars? Do troubles humble us,
make us less likely to build these
repulsive spaceships atop glorious
hills – these gross disfigurements,
these scars? 

I have this year-old grandbaby –
“the future in a basket,” as one
friend dubbed her. She’s pretty cute.
Eyes like poker chips.  

When she’s 65, as I am now, what
will those eyes see? Will her TV
work better or worse? Will she
struggle with five remotes? Twenty-
five? Fifty? Will the sprinkler sys-
tem require a Ph.D., as mine does
now? 

What kind of world will my
grandbaby inherit? Will mundane
tasks – making a doctor’s appoint-
ment, boarding a plane – get harder
and harder? 

Meanwhile, my own mega-man-

by  
Chris  
Erskine

https://beverlyhills.org/citymanager/teambeverlyhills/
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The Jewish Community
Foundation of Los Angeles has
retained philanthropic expert Offi
Zisser as a consultant on its grant-
making in Israel. 

Based in Caesarea, Israel, Zisser
brings on-the-ground perspective to
the foundation’s extensive giving in
Israel, as well as counsel on strate-
gy, grantmaking and oversight. 

Israel Grants and donor-advised
giving are a cornerstone of the
foundation’s grantmaking. In the
past decade, the foundation and its
donors have distributed over $180

million to more than 500 organiza-
tions in Israel. It includes $10 mil-
lion in foundation institutional
grants focused on economic devel-
opment and Jewish engagement. 

Zisser’s local presence enables
the foundation to foster deeper ties
with organizations in Israel, helping
to maximize its impact.
Additionally, Zisser serves as a
resource for donors to better inform
their giving in Israel. 

Zisser has more than two decades
of experience working in philan-
thropy with dozens of funders,
foundations and corporations. She
began at the Joseph Drown
Foundation in Los Angeles and
continued in many senior roles in
Israel’s philanthropic sector, includ-
ing heading the advisory services
division at Jewish Funders Network
Israel and managing Azrieli
Foundation Israel. 

“The foundation’s grantmaking
in Israel has grown considerably
over the past decade. With a sea-
soned nonprofit expert like Zisser
to complement our Los Angeles-
based team, we are well positioned
to magnify our impact on these
populations, leverage our dollars
with other funders and ultimately
increase our impact,” said Naomi
Strongin, vice president of the

Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Los Angeles raised over $460,000 at
its annual gala, The Big Event, to
support the needs of youth through-
out Los Angeles. Hosted at Stephen
Wise Temple on Tuesday, May 3,
The Big Event showcased the
impact of JBBBSLA’s life-changing
programs and honored three volun-
teers, Manny Flekman, Danielle
Pullman, and Randy Levine.  

Funds raised at the event allow
JBBBSLA to help youth through
four innovative programs: Youth
Mentoring for LA’s Jewish youth in
need of a mentor; Camp Bob
Waldorf, providing overnight camp
and retreats for LA’s underserved
children and teens; College Access +
Success providing professional col-
lege guidance and scholarships for
former mentees and campers to aca-
demically thrive; and the ground-
breaking Teen Talk App for teens
across the world seeking social and
emotional support for mental health
challenges and other issues.  

JBBBSLA’s CEO, Cari Uslan,
believes The Big Event’s fundraising
will help more youth access
JBBBSLA’s programming. 

“Our amazing Board, staff, and
volunteers are stepping up to face
today’s challenges,” Uslan said.
“There is no doubt we are serving
more youth whose families have
struggled to make ends meet and
who have undergone painful experi-
ences caused by the last two years of
the pandemic. Our programs at
JBBBSLA have never been more
relevant and we are committed to
continuing to work with youth and
help them reach their full
potential.”   

“Before I was matched, my life
was very different,” former little
brother Alan Karbachinsky said.
“My parents were divorced, we
didn’t have a home, and I struggled
with hunger. When I first met my big
brother Navid, he looked me straight
in the eyes and said, ‘It’s going to be
okay.’ My big brother gave me the

support I needed and thanks to a
JBBBSLA scholarship, I’m graduat-
ing from my dream school, USC. I
would not be who I am today with-
out this organization.”  

At the Big Event, JBBBSLA pre-
sented the Sidney J. Rosenberg
Lifetime Achievement Award to
Board Member Manny Flekman for
his 25 years of commitment to
JBBBSLA and his extraordinary
leadership on the Camp Committee.
Flekman is a Holocaust survivor
who fled Germany and eventually
made his way to Los Angeles where
he has led a life of giving back to the
community. JBBBSLA also present-
ed the Big Spotlight Award to two
bigs, or mentors, Danielle Pullman
and Randy Levine. Pullman is a big
sister and leader of Disney’s first
Jewish employee affinity group and
Levine is a big brother, an active
board member, and committed com-
mittee member for JBBBSLA’s
annual Camp Bob Waldorf Golf
Tournament. 

For information, visit jbbb-
sla.org. 

Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters
gala raises funds for programs

Foundation welcomes grant consultant 

photo courtesy of JBBBSLA

Volunteer Randy Levine, shown
with Chris Greene, was honored
at the Jewish Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Los Angeles annual
gala. 

Congregation Kol Ami honors
supporters at annual gala 

photo courtesy of Congregation Kol Ami
Congregation Kol Ami in West Hollywood held its  29th annual

gala on May 1, honoring outstanding supporters and contributors in
the local Jewish community. Rabbi Denise L. Eger, left,
joined Jeffrey Wortman and Peter Balderas, recipients of John
Altschul Leadership Award; Dr. Nancy A. Cohen, who received the
Spirit of Kol Ami Award; and Peter Mackler, president of
Congregation Kol Ami. For information, visit kol-ami.org.

foundation’s Center for Designed
Philanthropy. “Our dollars are
impacting myriad populations,
from Haredi Jews to Ethiopian and
Russian communities, to at-risk
youth living in peripheral cities
throughout Israel, and many more
groups.” 

“It is a privilege to be working
with one of the largest, forward-
thinking Jewish community foun-
dations in America to make an even
greater impact in Israel,” Zisser
said. “I am honored to be in a pro-
fession which brings me in daily
contact with generous people, who
are committed to devoting their
resources and time to their charita-
ble passions and improving the
world.” 

The Jewish Community
Foundation of Los Angeles, estab-
lished in 1954, manages charitable
assets of $1.5 billion entrusted to it
by 1,400 families. Over the past 10
years, it has distributed nearly $1
billion to thousands of nonprofits
across a diverse spectrum. For
information, visit jewishfounda-
tionla.org. 

photo courtesy of the Jewish Community
Foundation of Los Angeles 

Offi Zisser has extensive experi-
ence in the philanthropic sector. 

https://www.ladwp.com/ladwp/faces/ladwp;jsessionid=GMrGvz8LcvTv16qtxCMQ7pZpjRqN6hXbzLXrVh2Brf5m339QC0Lc!-933082113?_afrLoop=505876024437787&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=null#%40%3F_afrWindowId%3Dnull%26_afrLoop%3D505876024437787%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3D13tphiksfw_4
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The city of Beverly Hills has
announced the return of Music in
the Mansion on Sunday, May 15, at
Greystone Mansion. 

For 28 years, the event has cele-
brated extraordinary music in the
historic and spectacular setting of
the iconic Greystone Mansion.
Presented by the Beverly Hills
Community Services Department,
the boutique series showcases the
best of emerging talent from around
the world.  

During the upcoming program,
the city will celebrate a return to
live performance by using many of
the rooms in Greystone Mansion,
including the courtyard, living
room and Greystone Theatre,
which will open for the first time
since being restored. The concert
will feature international and
award-winning artists who are the
winners of the annual Beverly Hills
National Auditions from 2020-21.  

Three performances are being
offered. 

The Zēlos Saxophone Quartet
will perform at 2 p.m. in the
Greystone Courtyard. Saxophonist
Isaac López, pianist Andres
Jaramillo and violinist Pavel Šporcl
will perform at 2:40 p.m. in living
room of Greystone Mansion.

Guitarist Alexander Milovanov and
violinist Šporcl will perform
together at 4:40 p.m. in the
Greystone Theatre. 

Music in the Mansion symbol-
izes the city of Beverly Hills’ com-
mitment to arts and culture, and
support for young musicians.
Tickets start at $10. 

Greystone Mansion is located at
905 Loma Vista Drive. For infor-
mation, call (310)285-6830, or visit
beverlyhills.org/musicintheman-
sion. 

Music returns to Greystone
Mansion in Beverly Hills 

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills 

Musicians will perform in the mansion’s historic rooms and courtyard. 

The Los Angeles County Fire
Department recently accepted a
donation from the First-In Fire
Foundation’s Fill the Firehouse
Freezer initiative. The donation
corresponded with International
Firefighters’ Day, which is
observed on May 4. 

The foundation donated ribs,
which filled up nine new freezers
that were previously donated by
the First-In Fire Foundation late
last year. The freezers are currently
housed at county fire stations and
camps. The additional donation of
food was made to provide healthy
nourishment as firefighters prepare
for what’s expected to be a danger-
ous wildfire season. 

“We thank local organizations,
such as the First-In Fire
Foundation, who not only support
our department and its mission, but
also our team members,” Los
Angeles County Fire Chief Daryl
L. Osby said. “Their donations are
a great reminder that our communi-
ties care about our firefighters just
as much as we care about them.” 

“Quietly, we remember coura-
geous firefighters here in Los
Angeles and around the world on
May 4. On the frontlines of every-
thing dangerous, firefighters
everywhere face Herculean multi-
ple challenges – from raging wild-
fires and natural disasters to pan-
demics and civil unrest, to rescues
in the chaos of war. Wherever
there is fire service, there is hope,”
First-In Fire Foundation president
Lyn MacEwen Cohen added. “We
are honored to be a partner in pre-

paredness with the extraordinary
Los Angeles County Fire
Department and Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors. We
delight in delivering ‘legendary
ribs,’ courtesy of the Original
Farmers Market, love from the
grassroots and perhaps a big
morale boost to local fire stations.” 

Cohen and her husband, Col.
Marc Cohen, senior advisor to
commanding general, California
Air National Guard, joined Osby
and acting Los Angeles County
Fire Department chief deputies
Anthony C. Marrone and Vince A.

Peña at a presentation on May 2 at
Los Angeles County Fire
Department headquarters in East
Los Angeles. In conjunction with
International Firefighters’ Day, the
Cohens are visiting firefighters
throughout Los Angeles County,
making additional rib deliveries
and showing gratitude. The First-
In Fire Foundation supports fire-
fighters worldwide, and it also
recently held a drive to provide
essentials to first responders in
Ukraine. 

For information, call (323)933-
8164.

Foundation fills the freezers for firefighters 

photo by Doug Morrison, LACoFD photographer 

Los Angeles County Fire Department Chief Deputy Vince A. Peña, left,
joined Col. Marc S. Cohen, senior advisor to commanding general of the
California Air National Guard; Lyn MacEwen Cohen, president of the
First-In Fire Foundation; Los Angeles County Fire Department Chief
Daryl L. Osby; and Acting Chief Deputy Anthony C. Marrone at the dona-
tion ceremony.

Treat
M❖O❖M

to a Corned Beef  
for Mother’s Day!

World Famous, Award Winning Restaurant • Deli • Bakery • Bar

Since 1931Since 1931

Open 24 
Hours

Open for Dine-In, Take Out & Delivery! 
Pick up some sweet treats at our bakery!

419 N. Fairfax Ave.  (323) 651-2030 

Come see us at our 2nd location 
12109 Santa Monica Blvd. at Bundy

(424) 317-0307

EB’s FRIDAY NIGHT DANCE 
PARTY 7 pm

May 6 :  
SOUL KITCHEN 

DOORS TRIBUTE 
May 13 :  
CANDY-O 

TRIBUTE TO THE CARS 
May 20 :  

SOUNDHOOSE 
90s & NAUGHTIES 

Farmers Market  
 3rd & Fairfax

MARKETTAVERNLA.COM

MARKET TAVERN
Tuesdays 7pm - Brits in LA Pub Trivia 

Hosted by Sandro Monetti 
Fri & Sat - 7PM  - DJ Dandy Randy 

Vinyl Rock N Soul Dance Party 
Sundays 7PM - KARAOKE 
                    with host Perry 

ROCK & ROLL 
WEEKENDS!

Letters to the
Editor

Thank you for raising
awareness about
Holocaust denial

Re “ICAN hosts remembrance
ceremony,” April 28 issue 

I just wanted to thank you for the
amazing coverage of our event
Monday evening. It means a lot to
expose what is going on with
Holocaust denial and distortion and
when papers like yours cover the
issue, it makes it harder for the
denialists to win, and it brings
honor and respect to the victims
and survivors. 

Dillon L. Hosier 
chairman and CEO
ICAN: Israeli-American Civic
Action Network 

https://markettavernla.com
http://www.cantersdeli.com
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On May 2, Mayor Eric Garcetti,
Councilman John Lee, 12th District
and State Water Resources Control
Board member Sean Maguire
joined the Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power to dedicate the
newly completed Los Angeles
Reservoir Ultraviolet Disinfection
Plant. 

The facility is LADWP’s second
UV disinfection plant and the last in
LADWP’s complex network of
water treatment processes at the
Los Angeles Aqueduct Filtration
Plant. 

“In Los Angeles, we are taking
action to become more resilient and
prepared for the drought years that
are happening with greater frequen-
cy due to climate change,” Garcetti
said. “This state-of-the-art facility
will ensure we continue delivering
high quality water as our state expe-
riences a third consecutive year of
drought. Los Angeles is ready to
tackle this challenge head-on
thanks to the tireless work and lead-
ership of our Department of Water
and Power.” 

“Not many people think about
the hard work that goes into getting
high quality tap water into their
home,” Council President Pro
Tempore Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District, said. “Today, we get a
chance to see part of that process,
up close and personal. LADWP
continues to demonstrate its dedica-
tion to ensuring the highest water
quality for Angelenos with projects
like this L.A. Reservoir Ultraviolet

Disinfection Plant.” 
The plant can treat up to 650 mil-

lion gallons of water per day, which
is enough to fill the Los Angeles
Memorial Coliseum more than
twice over. 

The second UV facility supple-
ments the existing Dr. Pankaj
Parekh Ultraviolet Disinfection
Facility, which treats water with
ultraviolet light that has already
undergone several treatments
before it enters the Los Angeles
Reservoir. The new UV plant treats
the water with ultraviolet light once
again, at the outlet of the Los
Angeles Reservoir, before it enters
L.A.’s water distribution pipes that

transport water to homes and busi-
nesses. 

The approximately $123-million
project was funded by two Safe
Drinking Water State Revolving
Fund awards. Based on the bond
rate available at the time of project
inception, the estimated total inter-
est savings for LADWP ratepayers,
is close to $16.5 million. 

The LADWP water system
serves nearly 4 million people
through 700,000 service connec-
tions within the city of Los Angeles
and portions of Malibu, Kagel
Canyon, West Hollywood, Culver
City and Universal City.  For infor-
mation, visit ladwp.org.

LADWP dedicates reservoir disinfection plant 

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 

Mayor Eric Garcetti, Council President Pro Tempore Mitch O’Farrell and
Councilman John Lee joined officials from the LADWP to dedicate the
city’s second ultraviolet disinfection plant on May 2. 

U.S. Reps. Adam Schiff (D-
Burbank) and Steve Chabot (R-
Ohio), co-chairs of the bipartisan
Congressional Freedom of the
Press Caucus, marked World
Press Freedom Day on May 3 by
introducing a resolution high-
lighting the importance of an
independent press to a healthy
democracy. The resolution con-
demned threats against members
of the media and re-affirmed the
United States’ commitment to
promoting and defending free-
dom of the press. 

“A free and independent press
is the bedrock of democracy, and
we are greatly indebted to the
journalists who risk everything to
tell the truth and hold power to
account,” Schiff said. “This
World Press Freedom Day and
every day, we stand firmly with
members of the media by recog-
nizing their remarkable contribu-
tions and sacrifices, and pledging
to defend their rights at home and
abroad.” 

“Freedom of the press and open
media environments play an
essential role in rigorous public
debate and holding governments
to account. These well-estab-
lished principles are at the very
core of democratic self-rule,”
Chabot said. “Every day, journal-
ists around the world put their
own lives and livelihoods at risk
reporting from war zones and
countries with repressive regimes.
As authoritarian regimes from
Moscow to Beijing seek to silence
their critics and whitewash their
crimes, the United States must
reassert a commitment to a free
and independent press every-
where across the globe.” 

The resolution condemned
repressive and brutal actions
against members of the media by
governments – including in
China, Russia and Belarus – and
cited recent data that showed

growing threats to press freedom
around the world. According to
the 2021 World Press Freedom
Index published by Reporters
Without Borders, free and inde-
pendent journalism is blocked or
seriously impeded in nearly 73%
of countries. 

According to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, at least 24
journalists were killed for their
work in 2021, and 293 journalists
were imprisoned – a new record.
In a survey of 900 female journal-
ists from 125 countries by
UNESCO and the International
Center for Journalists, 73% said
they experienced online abuse,
and one-quarter said they had
been physically threatened. 

In 1993, the United Nations
proclaimed May 3 as World Press
Freedom Day, which honors the
principle of press freedom and
pays tribute to journalists around
the world who have lost their lives
while pursuing stories. The theme
for World Press Freedom Day
2022 is journalism under surveil-
lance, which spotlights how
developments in surveillance, big
data collection and artificial intel-
ligence impact journalism 

For information, visit
schiff.house.gov. 

Schiff highlights importance 
of maintaining a free press

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff

The Los Angeles LGBT Center has
announced that Jonathan Muñoz-
Proulx will be the next artistic director
of the center’s Lily Tomlin/Jane
Wagner Cultural Arts Center in
Hollywood. 

Muñoz-Proulx is an Ovation
Award-nominated director who is cur-
rently director of cultural program-
ming at A Noise Within Theatre. He

also has served on the Latinx Theatre
Commons national advisory commit-
tee and the LA STAGE Alliance
Ovation rules committee. 

“This invitation to serve as the
next artistic director of the Los
Angeles LGBT Center is a dream
come true,” Muñoz-Proulx said.
“As a queer, Latinx, millennial arts
leader, seeing powerful LGBT sto-

ries onstage has viscerally impacted
my life and creative practice. I'm
honored to be called to service to
champion this next chapter of inclu-
sive, cathartic, healing and joyous
storytelling and community arts
programming with, by and for our
community.”

For information, visit lalgbtcen-
ter.org/theatre. 

LGBT center names new artistic director 

https://www.immaculateheart.org
https://www.kccla.org
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‘The Bad Guys’ sports some charm
as the story goes everywhere

Who hasn’t endured the occa-
sional (or permanent) fear of
sharks, piranhas, snakes, spiders or
wolves? The film pantheon runs
red with quick examples, from the
thrilling “Jaws” to the ridiculous
“Eight-Legged Freaks.”

DreamWorks’ latest animated
feature exploits that Jungian anxi-
ety service of a heist film. At least
that’s the pitch. This pixelated
world feels like a children’s book,

talking animals and humans tra-
versing Los Angeles in harmony,
save for a crime gang whose fangs,
claws and slithering evoke horror
from the masses.

So when folks, furry and Homo
sapien alike, expect the worst, give
‘em what they want. This beastly
band of thieves causes quite a
ruckus around L.A., unbothered by
public disdain for them. Then Wolf
(voiced by Sam Rockwell) saves an

old lady from tumbling down some
stairs, discovering he might want to
be the good guy for a change (his
wagging tail betrays his sinister
actions).

This revelation arises mid-heist,
things go haywire and the gang,
now caught, must pretend to under-
go a good-guy transformation lest
they serve full sentences for their
many capers. Beloved philan-
thropist Professor Marmalade
(Richard Ayoade), an anthropomor-
phic guinea, sees these bad guys as
a social experiment – transgressors
he can reform. Snake (Marc
Maron) especially loathes the plan,
while Wolf can’t quite figure out
how he feels.

The rest of the crew – Tarantula
(Awkwafina), Shark (Craig
Robinson) and Piranha (Anthony
Ramos) – are along for the ride,
trading off humorous gags. The
real clincher for Wolf is newly
elected Gov. Diane Foxington
(Zazie Beetz). Why not L.A.
mayor? Not sure. Regardless, she
proves Wolf’s match, outfoxing
him at every turn.

This is enough story to work
with. It should be. But then comes a
heart-shaped meteorite, a masked
culprit and some sci-fi moments to
kick off the third act. As the story
progresses, the promise of a heist
romp moves to the background.

Humans, animals and crime are a
great combo. Strange meteorite, no.
That’s an oddity too far. Too bad
since the premise is quite splendid.

Some creatures just exist as crea-
tures, others fancy a fine suit. This
can only work in an animated
world, and the DreamWorks team
executes the aesthetic well.

In lieu of Pixar’s brand of cartoon
realism, what transpires here is sim-
ilar to 2015’s “The Peanuts Movie,”
a polished homage to the 2D days.
The portrayal of Police Chief Misty
Luggins (Alex Borstein) invites
comparisons to illustrations across
print media. The facial features
exaggerate like a walking comics
character.

All of those should be tools to
create a heist film for kids with just
enough winks and throwbacks to
appease older viewers. The second
part occurs to a degree, thanks to
antics from Robinson’s Shark.

That’s not to say the outcome is a
complete travesty. It’s a rather
watchable film with a lot of clever
moments. Actually, enough of those
moments almost distract from how

odd things get. But certain sections
remain random no less, even if the
whole experience doesn’t entirely
go off the rails.

Despite plot elements that don’t
blend, most characters mesh togeth-
er nicely. Wolf and the governor
enjoy some of their moments, while
Snake’s reticence becomes the
story’s emotional core. Can people
change? Not merely the heisters but
a general populace who relies so
heavily on stereotypes to categorize
what they don’t understand.

Next, there’s Tarantula and
Piranha, supporting characters with
a couple notable scenes. But Shark.
Shark wins all. Everything about
him works so well.

“The Bad Guys” is entertaining
enough with fun characters and a
visually enticing world. Kids will
certainly stay glued until the credits.
If only the plot’s finer points meld-
ed as well as the crisp animation on
display.

“The Bad Guys” is a fun animated romp sure to keep the kids glued to
the screen until the credits.

photo courtesy of Universal Pictures

Gov. Diane Foxington (Zazie Beetz) and Wolf (Sam Rockwell) thicken
the plot in “The Bad Guys.”

photo courtesy of Universal Pictures

https://www.bhusd.org
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6333 W. Third St. • Farmers Market  
323.938.5131 • www.marcondas.com 

Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 80 Years

Treat Mom to the best!

Prime New York Strip, 
Filet Mignon or Rack of Lamb 

   (or our famous meatloaf,  
   if she prefers!)

   (or our famous meatloaf,  

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8447  • frances@dupars-psr.com

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

All-Day Brunch Special
served Thursday, May 5 through Tuesday, May 10

˜ Entr攀es ˜
Grilled Salmon with Mango Salsa 

Or
Broiled Petite Steak with a Crispy Shrimp Duo 

˜ Included Side Dishes ˜
Choice of soup du jour or Garden Salad 

Grilled Asparagus 
Creamy Mashed Potatoes 
freshly baked dinner roll 

˜ Dessert ˜
Slie of Du-par�s Fruit or Cream Pie 

Dinner for 2: $50 or $29.95 per person
Children 3-11 yrs. $17.95 includes Ice Cream Scoop - dine-in only

Dine-In 
 Take-Out 
Delivery

El Carmen turns 25

The El Carmen Cinco de Mayo
party will begin at 4 p.m. on

May 5, with special cocktails, $10
house margaritas and $11 cerveza
shot combos. A traditional menu of
assorted Mexican appetizers, tacos
and plates will be served. On May
6, Sean MacPherson’s historic
tequila bar and taqueria will cele-
brate its 25th anniversary with
entertainment courtesy of Mariachi
Amigos de Los Angeles and DJ
from the Chulita Vinyl Club until 2
a.m. 8138 W. Third St., (323)852-
1552.

Cinco de Mayo at
IIO Rooftop 

There is $10 entry price per per-
son for guests to enjoy access to

special tequila tastings, festive food
stations and live DJs, from 3 p.m. to
midnight on May 5. Tickets are

available for those 21 years and
older at bucketlisters.com/
event/cinco-de-mayo-happy-hour-
at-io-rooftop. Bring mom back on
Sunday, May 8, for a Mother’s Day
brunch on the rooftop for $65 per
person from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Guests choose dishes along buffet
stations that include prime rib,
build-your-own-omelet, a sushi bar,
an acai and sherbet cart, silver dol-
lar pancakes and French pastries.
Tickets and reservations are avail-
able via Tock. 1400 Cahuenga
Blvd., (323)762-1000. 

Meet Danny Trejo in
person at Trejo’s
Tacos

On Saturday, May 7, Danny
Trejo is looking forward to

meeting moms from noon to 2 p.m.
and handing each one flowers while
he visits his Trejo’s Tacos in Santa
Monica. 316 Santa Monica Blvd.,

(310)393-0622. 

Ocean Prime
Mother’s Day
brunch 

A special menu for Mother’s Day
at Ocean Prime Beverly Hills

on Sunday, May 8, includes new
cocktails and sides. Enjoy a Bloody
Mary with brioche French toast,
cinnamon rolls, lobster toast and
crab Benedict from 11 am to 3 pm.
9595 Wilshire Blvd., (310)859-
4818.

A.O.C. Mother’s Day
Brunch and Dinner

Chef Suzanne Goin and business
partner Caroline Styne are

serving Mother’s Day brunch
and dinner menus at both their
Third Street and Brentwood
locations. Seating is offered on
the outdoor patios and indoor
dining rooms. Curated wines and
beers, along with expertly mixed
market cocktails by head barman
Ignacio Murillo will be served
during brunch from 10 a.m. to 2

Sprinkles will offer a Mandarin Kosterina olive oil cupcake filled with fig
jam core and topped with EVOO honey buttercream, exclusively for
Mother’s Day weekend.

photo courtesy of Sprinkles

Treat Mom on Mother’s Day to
a dozen “I (heart) U MOM”

cupcakes in a yellow box filled
with dark chocolate, vanilla, salty
caramel and red velvet cupcakes.
Only on Mother’s Day weekend,
Sprinkles makes a decadent
Mandarin Kosterina olive oil cup-
cake filled with fig jam core and
topped with EVOO honey butter-

cream. Sprinkles also has Mother’s
Day bundles that include an assort-
ment of cupcakes, cookies, mini
chocolate and chocolate bars.
Options are available exclusively
for pickup and local delivery from
bakeries in the L.A. locations.
9635 S. Santa Monica Blvd.,
(310)274-8765 and 735 S.
Figueroa St. #210, (213)228-2100. 

Delicious Mother’s Day desserts at
Sprinkles boutiques

https://farmersmarketla.com
https://marcondas.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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At the Original Farmers Market 
6333 W. 3rd St. • #350 • (323) 938-5383

Filet Mignon 
Veal Chop 
Osso Buco

For Mother’s Day

We Carry  
USDA Prime Dry Aged Beef

• Tomahawk  
• Bone-in Ribeye  
• Porterhouse  
• T-Bone  
• Bone-in New York   
• Bone-in Ribeye

6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market 
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

NEW HOURS 
Open Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-7:30pm  

Sat. & Sun. 6am - 7:30pm

Griddle At Home! 
Pancake Batter 

32 oz. - $11.98  • 16 oz. $9.98 
+ melted butter & syrup

Banana 
Pumpkin 
Blackberry

Du-par’s  
Famous  
Original 

Chocolate Chip 
Cinnamon Apple 
Reese’s

Blue-
berry 
Strawberry  

Make Mom Breakfast!

Spring In for Hot Cakes!

p.m. and during dinner.
Reservations are available on
OpenTable for dinner on May 8
from 5 to 10 p.m. Takeout can be
ordered online aocwinebar.com
for pickup. Delivery is available
from DoorDash. 8700 W. Third
St., (310)859-9859 and 11648
San Vicente Blvd., (310)806-
6464. 

Merois West
Hollywood Mother’s
Day tasting

Inside the Pendry West
Hollywood, Merois is offering a

three-course tasting menu experi-
ence featuring culinary delights
from Shanghai and surrounding
areas in China and South East Asia.
On Mother’s Day, they will offer a
1920s Shanghai-styled tea service
with brand new offerings from the
Art of Tea. Seating is offered from
11:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. The unique
tasting is $150 per person, exclud-
ing beverage and service charges.
Make a reservation at seven-
rooms.com/experiences/meroiswes
thol lywood/mothers-day-at-
merois---shanghai-tea-in-the-

1920s-8074847933. 8430 Sunset
Blvd., (310)928-9000. Also at The
Pendry, Ospreo West Hollywood is
offering a Mother’s Day brunch
with bottomless rose. (323)918-
3420.

Spago Beverly Hills
treats moms

Mom can enjoy a three-course
menu at Spago that includes

Chef Della’s pie and cake pop-up
shop. Mothers can also take home a
Premier Flowers centerpiece start-
ing at $100. The special brunch is
$175 per adult and $75 for children
10 and under. Reservations can be
made at sevenrooms.com/experi-
ences/spagobh/mothers-day-all-
day-spago-7036501549. 176 N.
Canon Drive, (310)385-0880.

THEBlvd Mother’s
Day brunch and gift

Inside the Beverly Wilshire, A
Four Seasons Hotel, THEBlvd

team and renowned jeweler
Mikimoto will treat moms this
Mother’s Day. On Saturday, May 7,

and Sunday, May 8, all moms who
enjoy brunch will receive an exclu-
sive Mikimoto gift. Live music is
on May 8 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Chef Hunter Kepley’s a la carte
brunch includes a sharable seafood
platter complete with lobster tails,
oysters and shrimp. Lead bartender
DeAndre Jackson will make a spe-
cial “Like My Mother Does” cock-
tail comprised of Grey Goose
vodka, caramel cold brew,
Cointreau and Nocino Liqueur.
9500 Wilshire Blvd., (310)385-
3901.

Drag Queen
Mother’s Day
Brunch at The
Godfrey’s ALK 

Treat mom to a memorable
brunch hosted by the illustrious

Carti G and drag performers who
will make you and mom blush,
laugh and enjoy her special day.
The performance is from noon to 1
p.m. Reservations are available on
OpenTable to secure a table and

STK Steakhouse will have flowers and rosé specials starting at $9.99
for Mother’s Day.

photo courtesy of STK Steakhouse

STK treats Mom to flowers and
rosé specials at $9.99. Specials

of the day include a Dungeness crab
summer roll, Australian Wagyu
Picanha and Maine lobster ravioli.

Sunday brunch and dinner is
available for dine in, take out or
delivery. Reservations can be
made at stksteakhouse.com. 930
Hilgard Ave., (310)659-3535. 

Roses and Rosé for Mother’s Day for

See page 18

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://huntingtonmeats.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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tickets. Food and drink specials
include acai bowls, avocado egg
toast, a chopped salad, a French
omelet, pancakes and a grilled steak
sandwich. 1400 N. Cahuenga Blvd.,
(323)762-1000.

L’Ermitage Beverly
Hills’ Avec Nous
brunch 

Celebrate mom with a French
inspired three-course brunch at

L’Ermitage Beverly Hills’ Avec
Nous French bistro. There will be
live jazz music, and every mom will
receive custom monogrammed nap-
kins by Frette and the option to add
flowing Moët & Chandon mimosas
to the experience. The brunch is
$130 per adult, $65 for children
under 12 years. Brunch begins at 11
a.m. for a two-hour seating. 9291
Burton Way, (310)278-3344.

A New England style
Mother’s Day at
Connie and Ted’s

Inspired by chef Michael
Cimarusti’s beloved grandparents

Connie and Ted, bring mom in to
dine on the expansive outdoor patio
or large garden tent for lobster by
the pound specially flown in from
Massachusetts, mussels and clams,
grilled catch of the day, lobster roll
served with slaw or fries and
Joanne’s fish and chips. 8171 Santa
Monica Blvd., (323)848-2722.

Tallulla’s beachside
Mexican restaurant

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo at
Tallulla’s with a mariachi band

Locally owned & operated since 1925. 
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts 

• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood 
(323)469-2981 

www.supremeroofing.com

Full Serivce Residential and  
Commercial Roofer

Rainy  
Season  
is here!

Call Now!

playing from 4 to 9 p.m. Enjoy
nachos Sencillo, chicken tinga
tostadas, shrimp cocktail and pitch-
ers of margaritas. Reservations are
available on Resy for the main din-
ing room. Walk-ins can hang out in
Felix’s Bar or enjoy food and drinks
in the Margarita Garden with a taco
cart and satellite bar. During week-
end brunch, the new executive chef,
Juan Robles, is making local seafood
Sopa de Piedra, rich Oaxacan moles,
veggie tamal, and jalapeño and miso
glazed fish tacos. Also on the menu
are chilaquiles, breakfast burritos
and blue corn pancakes, breakfast
tacos and huevos rancheros.
Beverages include Bloody Marias,
mimosas, Micheladas and Mexican
spiked coffee. Weekend brunch
reservations are from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Resy. Walk-ins are welcome.
118 Entrada Drive, (310)526-0027. 

Beachside Bliss on
Mother’s Day

Spoil Mom at Shutters on the
Beach this Mother’s Day. She

can enjoy the oceanfront dining
menu at 1 Pico. Highlights include
oysters on the half shell, Serrano
ham Benedict, caviar omelet, lob-
ster carbonara and cinnamon rolls
with crème fraîche icing for dessert.
1 Pico Blvd., (310)587-1717. 

Mom’s day platters
at Sugar Palm at
Viceroy Santa
Monica 

On Sunday, May 8, from 6:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., executive

chef Jason Francisco features plat-
ters for families up to groups of
four. Share a sashimi platter with
salmon, Hamachi and ahi tuna, a
seafood platter with Dungeness

crabcakes, salmon croquettes and
shrimp cocktail, and a mini sand-
wich platter featuring a BLT,
Caprese, herbed chicken and pork
belly. His sweet platter has stuffed
French toast with brioche, Nutella,
cheesecake batter and cocoa dust.
In addition to the specialty menu,
the restaurant will also serve duck
confit chilaquiles, vegan hash and a
Dutch Baby. 1819 Ocean Ave.,
(310)260-7500. 

Botanical Mother’s
Day Brunch at
Lowes Santa 
Monica Beach Hotel

Bring mom to Blue Streak for a
stop and smell the roses botan-

ical-inspired brunch. Activities
include a botanical spritz bar by
Ketel One, plus complimentary flo-
ral bouquets at the Floral Shop pop-
op, live music and a DIY coloring
card station for the kids. Brunch is
$119 for adults and $75 for children
10 and under. It’s served from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Reservations on
Resy. 1700 Ocean Ave #200,
(310)458-6700.   

Mother’s Day at
Hotel Casa del Mar 

Bring Mom on Sunday, May 8,
to a special pre-fixe brunch at

Terrazza inside Hotel Casa del Mar.
The soup to dessert menu from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. includes appetizing
oysters, English pea soup, heirloom
tomato and melon salad, beet-cured
dry aged Ora King salmon and ricot-
ta pancakes. Entrees include smoked
salmon quiche, Angus prime rib and
wild mushroom bucatini. Finish
with strawberry ricotta cheesecake
or chocolate molten cake. The dine-
in-only brunch is $115 per person.
Credit card information will be col-

lected at the time of booking and
must be canceled 48 hours prior to
dining to avoid a cancelation penal-
ty. 1910 Ocean Way, (310)581-5533.

Mother’s Day at
BOA Steakhouse
Raise a glass to Mom during

brunch with a signature floral

cocktail at BOA Steakhouse. Feast
on breakfast and brunch classics,
plus a surf and turf carving sta-
tion and sushi rolls from Sushi
Roku and Katana. Listen to live
jazz music at the Sunset BOA,
and each mom will receive a
complimentary gift. 9200 Sunset
Blvd., (310)278-2050 and 101
Santa Monica Blvd., (310)899-
4466.

Patrons can enjoy crispy fish tacos at Granjero Cantina.
photo by Michael Brown

Listen to live mariachis at the
most colorful Mexican canti-

na at The Original Farmers
Market. Festivities will go from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., as executive
chef Jenni Sklar prepares three
Cinco de Mayo specials. Her
‘Fry-chos’ are made with fries,
topped with guajillo cheese sauce,
black olives, pickled onions, salsa
verde, pico de gallo and sour

cream. Her crispy lobster taco and
steak taco is served with herb rice
and beans. Other items include
dorados, vegan tacos, salads,
bowls, burritos, quesadillas,
tequila, mezcal, top shelf margar-
itas, sangria, specialty cocktails,
cerveza and mocktails. The live
mariachis will perform from 5 to
7 p.m. 6333 W. 3rd St., (323)879-
9324. 

Granjero Cantina’s first Cinco de Mayo

From page 17

On April 30 PATH hosted its
first food festival in Hollywood,
presenting the Taste of Home
Festival. The event featured local
food and beverage vendors, live
entertainment, cooking activities
and onsite volunteer and advocacy
activities. All proceeds from the
festival went toward supportive
services for those experiencing
homelessness in Los Angeles. In
the last year, PATH Los Angeles
has provided services for more
than 18,000 people and perma-
nently housed more than 1,200
people.

Founded in 1984, PATH’s mis-
sion is to end homelessness for

individuals, families and commu-
nities. PATH provides supportive
services and builds affordable and
supportive housing across the
state. With staff in 150 cities
across California, PATH provides
supportive services including case

management, street outreach,
interim housing, housing naviga-
tion, employment assistance, men-
tal health care resources, veteran
service and substance use treat-
ment linkages to 22,000 individu-
als each year.

PATH hosts first food festival in Hollywood

PATH’s Taste of Home food festi-
val including local vendors like
Saucy Chick.

photo by Todd Williamson, PATH, Shutterstock

https://www.theagencyre.com
https://supremeroofing.net
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By Jill Weinlein

Breakfast at Michelin-starred John Fraser’s Ardor 
Last weekend, I discovered the

best French toast in L.A. at
Michelin-starred chef John Fraser’s
Ardor restaurant inside The West
Hollywood EDITION.

The California chef bakes a big
and thick brioche cinnamon bread
and turns it into a magical soft
French toast that has a spread of fig
jam and is topped with a cream
cheese and powdered sugar
whipped topping. Sweet ripe figs
are sliced in half and placed on top.
A small carafe of pure maple syrup
is served with the dish for a touch of
extra sweetness.

Located on the southeast corner
of Sunset Boulevard and Doheny
Drive, the recently re-opened
restaurant offers an elevated break-
fast.

The hotel, designed by London-
based architect John Pawson, is a
mastery of space and sensibility
with wood, metal and sliding glass
walls with louvered teak shades.
Potted plants and trees are every-
where you look. The expansive
light-filled and sleek-lined lobby
has a yellow felt pool table and a
small back patio with a fire.

Following a narrow pathway to
the lush and verdant Ardor restau-
rant, we were seated in one of the
French vanilla-colored crescent
shaped leather booths. Across are
linen banquettes in the color of
chartreuse with modern cane-
backed chairs. The colors offer
tranquility while enjoying Fraser’s
artistic vegetable-forward, global-
ly-inspired dinner dishes and com-
forting breakfast fare. 

This talented chef has previously

worked with Thomas Keller at The
French Laundry in Yountville, as
well as the kitchen at Le Taillevent
in Paris and Maison Blanche. He
also opened his own Mediterranean
restaurant, IRIS, in New York and
created a hospitality group, JF
Restaurants. 

During breakfast and weekend
brunch, diners have a few fresh
juice options that include the Green
Beauty made with kale, cucumber,
parsley, green apple and lime with a
touch of jalapeño. My husband
selected the Life Flow made with
heirloom carrots, ginger, beets and
orange juice. These delicious juices
are strained, and not pulpy or too
sweet.

The friendly servers were happy
to recommend their favorite dishes.
They all liked the forest mushroom
omelet filled with an array of mush-
rooms and feta cheese, which I
ordered. I discovered it’s more like
a French-style omelet that is lighter
in color and texture. It’s cooked
under low heat and served slightly
underdone with a side of cut sun-
kissed sweet tomatoes and salted
fingerling potatoes.

The avocado toast is served on
slightly charred bread with a
mound of a guacamole-style spread
that has a touch of jalapeño. On top
are a variety of seeds and micro-
green herbs offering a pleasant
earthiness with each bite.

Other sweet dishes include the
muffins of the day, which were
lemon poppy seed and blueberry,
pain au chocolat, a mango smoothie
bowl and four grain porridge with
seasonal fruit compote.

Savory fare includes a black for-
est ham and Gruyere cheese crois-
sant with a mustard mornay spread.
Egg dishes also include a healthy
white omelet, a skinny frittata and
prime skirt steak with eggs any way
you like them. 

For Mother’s Day, Ardor is
offering a celebratory brunch from
11 a.m.-4 p.m., and will offer a
fresh seafood display and a variety
of farmers’ market items, along
with freshly baked pastries and
desserts. Guests will also receive a
welcome cocktail and can order an
additional specialty drink or
choose a la carte specials.
Mother’s Day brunch is $150 for
adults, $50 for children ages 6-12
and free for children under 6.
Table reservations are available for
two-hour increments, starting at 11
a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 2
p.m. Cancellations are fully
refundable up to 48 hours in
advance. However, cancellations
within 48 hours will be charged in
full.

Breakfast at Ardor is served
Wednesday through Sunday from 7
a.m.-11 a.m. $$ Reservations can

be made on OpenTable. 9040
Sunset Blvd., (310)953-9899.

The fig French toast is one menu option at John Fraser’s Ardor restau-
rant.

photo by Jill Weinlein

https://www.hollywoodpresbyterian.com
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L.A. Unified to help students gain internet access
all students can stay on track for
college, career and life prepara-
tion.”

In 2021, the Federal
Communications Commission
launched the Emergency
Connectivity Fund, a $7 billion pro-
gram to “provide relief to millions
of students, school staff, and library
patrons and help close the home-
work gap for students who current-
ly lack necessary internet access or
the devices they need to connect to
classrooms.” Los Angeles Unified
is leveraging the funds to pay for
internet access for the households
of families who indicate that their
students’ connectivity needs are not
being met. Those who live at an
address that can be serviced by one
of the district’s contracted
providers are offered 12 months of
service at no cost to the family – the
district pays 100 percent of the ser-
vice cost. There are no income or
other requirements for a family to
be eligible.

For many families for whom
fixed in-home service is not an
option, such as those experiencing
housing instability, the district pro-
vides other means of connectivity,
such as mobile hotspot devices or
long-term evolution netbooks or
tablets that a student can use to con-
nect directly to a wireless network.

Other organizations including the
California Emerging Technology
Fund, the City of Los Angeles and
the Partnership for Los Angeles
Schools have helped close the digi-
tal divide for families and students
across Los Angeles by providing
hotspots and connectivity services.

The Los Angeles Unified School
District, the nation’s second-largest
school system, is helping thousands
of students get reliable access to
high-speed internet at home and
other off-campus locations. All
Families Connected, an effort bol-
stered by superintendent Alberto
M. Carvalho, is leveraging federal
funding to sponsor high-speed
internet service in households
where students lack the necessary
connectivity to participate fully in
their education.

“In an age when teaching and
learning is increasingly digital,
access to reliable high-speed inter-
net is simply a human right,”
Carvalho said. “We have a respon-
sibility as educators to ensure every
student has the tools needed to
access every learning opportunity
available, and that includes reliable
internet access, around the clock,
on and off campus.”

Flanked by executives from
Charter Communications and
AT&T, two corporations with
whom the district has contracted to
provide high-speed internet to fam-
ilies, the superintendent spoke at a
press conference Tuesday at Bell
Senior High School, indicating the
effort was among his top priorities.
He spoke of the increasing need
every student has to access online
learning content, interact with
teachers and peers, complete home
assignments and research projects. 

“Without reliable internet access,
our students don’t have what they
need to learn,” Carvalho said. “It’s
as simple as that. Los Angeles
Unified is relentless in our efforts to

equip our students with the
resources they need to achieve their
full academic potential.”

“I’m thrilled that the district’s
unprecedented move to ensure fam-
ilies’ access to high-speed internet
access will lead to greater educa-
tional equity,” school board mem-
ber Jackie Goldberg said. “Equity
at Los Angeles Unified is about all
students, regardless of their back-
grounds, having the resources they
need to graduate and to prepare for
promising futures filled with oppor-
tunity.”

“Universal internet access is not
a luxury, it’s a global necessity,”
school board vice president Nick
Melvoin said. “I am glad that the
superintendent is building on our
board’s ongoing efforts to perma-
nently bridge the digital divide and
ensure that every student and fami-
ly in L.A. Unified can stay connect-
ed.”

“For far too long, families with
the greatest needs have had the least
access to affordable high-speed
internet,” school board member
Tanya Ortiz Franklin said. “Though
the digital divide was not created by
school systems, during the pandem-
ic we had, and will continue to have
far into the future, the responsibility
of ensuring our students are able to
continue learning grade-level mate-
rial no matter where they are learn-
ing. In March 2021, I authored the
unanimously-passed ‘Closing the
Digital Divide’ Board Resolution
and am so proud to see the progress
we are making together. I am in full
support of our All Families
Connected Initiative to ensure that

Schiff celebrates artistic talent
of students in his district

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-
Burbank) announced the winners
of the 2022 Congressional Art
Competition during a virtual cere-
mony on May 2. This year, the
competition received 99 entries
from students at 17 schools.

“California’s 28th District is
home to some of the most creative
minds in the country, and the sub-
missions we received for this
year’s Congressional Art
Competition prove it,” Schiff said.
“Every piece of artwork we
received was remarkable, but the
sheer talent of our contest winners
blew me away, and I can’t wait to
see their work displayed proudly
in my offices in California and
Washington, D.C.”

Every year, high school stu-
dents in the 28th Congressional
District are invited to submit their
artwork for evaluation by inde-
pendent experts who select a first,
second and third place winner.
One student also receives the
People’s Choice Award, which is
decided by online votes from resi-
dents of the 28th Congressional
District.

Viviana Ahn, from Crescenta
Valley High School, won first
place for her mixed media art-
work titled “Williaaaaam/Final
on Friday.” Madeline Lauren
Kwan, from Maranatha High
School, took home second place
for her digital artwork,
“Redefining Self.” Aaron
Magtoto, from La Cañada High

School, won both third place and
the People’s Choice Award for his
photograph, “Californian
Resilience.”

The first-place winner’s art-
work will be on display in the U.S.
Capitol for one year. The second-
place winner’s artwork will be
displayed in Schiff’s Washington,
D.C., office for one year, and the
third place and People’s Choice
Award winner’s artwork will be
displayed in Schiff's Burbank
office for one year.

For information, visit
schiff.house.gov/help/art-compe-
tition.

Viviana Ahn’s “Williaaaaam/
Final on Friday” received top
honors in U.S. Rep. Adam
Schiff’s 2022 Congressional Art
Competition.

photo courtesy of U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff’s

LAUSD may alter COVID-19 protocols
Los Angeles Unified School

District Superintendent Alberto M.
Carvalho announced on April 28
that, after consulting with health
experts and its medical director, the
district will make a recommenda-
tion to align with the state of
California’s student requirement
for COVID-19 vaccinations, delay-
ing the effective date to no sooner
than July 1, 2023. 

The vaccination requirement for
LAUSD employees remains in
place, and all employees who are
assigned to schools are vaccinated.

“The ability of our system to
pivot shows that we are a science-
based school district, and the
health and safety protocols we
adopt are influenced by the expert
advice of our medical partners and
public health officials,” Carvalho
said. “We know that students do
best when learning in the class-
room with their peers. Due to the
high vaccination rates among stu-
dents 12 and older, low transmis-
sion rates in our schools and our
nation-leading safety measures, we
have preserved in-person learning
in the safest possible environ-
ment.”

The district will continue to pro-
vide proactive support to students
and families that have not had
access to vaccines or have not
received information enabling them
to make an informed choice about
vaccinations. The LAUSD will
support its school communities by
providing a consistent, stable learn-
ing environment and access to vital
student services, including vac-
cines.

“We have high vaccination rates
amongst our students 12 years and
older and with our employees,”
LAUSD medical director Dr. Smita
Malhotra said. “We have demon-

strated low transmission rates in
our schools with few outbreaks.
And now, since the beginning of
the pandemic, not only do we have
the existence of therapeutics to deal
with COVID-19, but scientists also
have a greater understanding of this
virus.”

“We studied positivity at the
classroom level in Los Angeles
Unified throughout the school
year,” UCLA Clinical and
Translational Science Institute Dr.
Vladimir Manuel said.
“Elementary classrooms with
recent COVID-19 cases had similar
positivity, in routine testing, as
classrooms that did not have recent
cases. This suggests that there was
minimal transmission in school.
The exception was two weeks in
January 2022, during the omicron
surge, when these classrooms had
somewhat higher rates. Our models
suggest no or very small amounts
of classroom transmission since
January, even after lifting the out-
door and indoor masking man-
dates.”

“Vaccinations are and remain
our greatest tool to fight against
COVID-19,” Carvalho added. “For
the remainder of the school year,
we will further improve our stu-
dent vaccination rates via accessi-
ble school-based clinics, while
offering vaccines for all students
ages 5 and older. Providing ongo-
ing support, especially in commu-
nities where students and their
families have been hardest hit by
illness, and addressing the educa-
tional, mental health and economic
challenges of the pandemic, is my
top priority.”

The LAUSD Board of Education
is expected to discuss and vote on
the recommendation at the board
meeting on May 10.

https://www.pilgrim-school.org
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Federal bill would boost teacher pay
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-

Burbank) joined Congressional
colleagues on May 3 in introducing
legislation to boost teacher com-
pensation and diversify the teach-
ing workforce.

The Respect, Advancement and
Increasing Support for Educators
Act, or RAISE Act, will provide
educators with a minimum of
$1,000 in refundable tax credits
annually, with some teachers earn-
ing as much as $15,000.

“There’s no greater investment
we can make in supporting children
and families than supporting the
teachers who dedicate their lives to
caring for and supporting stu-
dents,” Schiff said. “Teachers are
the bedrock of our public education
system, and they deserve fair com-
pensation for the irreplaceable role
they play in shaping America’s
future. The RAISE Act would
deliver long-overdue salary
increases to early childhood, ele-
mentary and secondary educators,
helping ease the financial con-
straints that block quality teachers
from entering and remaining in the
profession. Educators hold the
future of the nation in their hands,
and it’s past time we honored their
service with the fair wages they

deserve.”
Public elementary and secondary

teachers earn approximately 20%
less than workers in professions
requiring similar education, the
legislators said. Early childhood
education teachers earn a national
median wage of $11.65 per hour,
below the national living wage
threshold. Even before the
COVID-19 pandemic, nearly every
state in the nation reported short-
ages of teachers in high-need sub-
jects including science, math, spe-
cial education and English lan-
guage development. Low income
students and students of color are
the least likely to have access to a
stable educator.

Through refundable tax credits,
the RAISE Act will help boost the
compensation of early childhood,
elementary and secondary school
teachers. Depending on the level of
poverty in the schools educators
serve, public school teachers would
be eligible for a tax credit up to
$15,000. The bill would also double
the educator tax deduction, which
teachers can use to offset the cost of
school supplies, and expand eligi-
bility to early childhood educators.

For information, visit
schiff.house.gov.

Singing for hope at BHHS

A Sing for Hope piano ribbon cutting was held on April 27 at Beverly Hills
High School.

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

A Sing for Hope piano created by
Beverly Hills resident and artist
Alexandra Nechita was dedicated
to the Beverly Hills High School
music program on April 27. 

As part of the Sing for Hope
Pianos community initiative, the
uniquely colorful piano artworks
were made available for anyone
and everyone to play last fall. The
pianos were then moved to perma-
nent homes in public schools across
the greater Los Angeles area.

Each Sing for Hope piano fea-
tured original artwork designed by
Los Angeles-based visual artists
and appeared at iconic locations
throughout the city, including
Beverly Hills City Hall, Beverly
Gardens Park, the Wallis
Annenberg Center for the

Performing Arts, Will Rogers
Memorial Park, La Cienega Park
and Roxbury Park. 

Artists were selected by a volun-
teer adjudication panel of
California-based art world luminar-
ies and community leaders.

The Sing for Hope Pianos pro-
gram began in New York City in
2010 and is one of the world’s
largest annually recurring public arts
programs, with more than 500 one-
of-a-kind piano artworks placed in
public spaces – from The Bronx to
Beirut and from Aspen to Athens –
for anyone and everyone to enjoy. 

Following the public installation
in Beverly Hills last year, 16 pianos
were transported to permanent
homes in local schools, healthcare
facilities and community-based

organizations, where they will con-
tinue to provide arts resources, pro-
gramming and joy to students and
visitors. 

“We couldn’t be more excited to
welcome these wonderful works of
art to our public spaces for all to
enjoy,” then-Mayor Bob
Wunderlich said last year. “Sing for
Hope Pianos innovatively brings
together culture and community,
two of the hallmarks of our city. …
We are delighted that these one-of-
a-kind piano artworks will continue
to be an artistic resource and source
of joy when they are moved to
schools and other community-
based permanent homes following
their public display.” 

For information, visit
singforhope.org.

AJU appoints new leadership to
Camp Alonim program

American Jewish University has
announced the promotion of Aaron
Goldberg, formerly camp director,
to vice president of Camp Alonim.
As vice president, Goldberg will
manage camp operations, specialty
programming and the staff experi-
ence, and expand his involvement
in senior-level decisions.

“Aaron has been instrumental in
building Camp Alonim into what it
is today, and we are thrilled to pro-
mote him to the well-deserved role
as vice president,” said Jeffrey
Herbst, president of American
Jewish University. “We look for-
ward to seeing how he continues to
develop best-in-class program-
ming and build unique experiences
for each and every Alonim
camper.”

Goldberg has spent more than 20
years at Jewish summer camp, first
as a camper starting at the age of 2,
then counselor in training, coun-
selor and head counselor. He
attended the University of
California, Berkeley, and recently
received a master’s degree in edu-
cation from the American Jewish

University.
Goldberg joined Camp Alonim

in 2014 as an assistant director
overseeing the teen and community
programs. He also served as associ-
ate director managing day-to-day
camp operations, specialty pro-
gramming and the staff experience.
Most recently, Aaron served as
camp director and helped create
camp programming throughout the
pandemic. 

“I am beyond humbled to be part
of the Camp Alonim community
and am proud of the growth that the
camp has made in recent years,”
Goldberg said. “I am delighted in
this new role and look forward to
making an impact in this capacity
within the Camp Alonim commu-
nity and family.”

AJU is located at 15600
Mulholland Drive. Camp Alonim
was established in 1953 to engage
young people in experiencing
Judaism through their senses, art
and music. The camp is housed on
AJU’s 2,700-acre Brandeis-Bardin
ampus. For information, visit
alonim.com.

https://www.bhtota.org
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The Wallis presents ‘King Lear’
The Wallis Annenberg Center for

the Performing Arts presents a rein-
vention of Shakespeare’s “King
Lear,” starring Emmy Award and
NAACP Image Award winner Joe
Morton and directed by John Gould
Rubin.

The show opens Saturday, May
14, and runs through Sunday, June
5, with previews May 10 through
13, in The Wallis’ Bram Goldsmith
Theater.

The production features original
music, videos and projections that
will transform the theater into a not-
too-distant-future United States rav-
aged by environmental catastro-
phes.

Joining Morton in the cast are
Mark Harelik as Gloucester, River
Gallo as Cordelia and Fool, Zach
Solomon as Edgar and King of
France, Brie Eley as Regan, Emily
Swallow as Goneril, Rafael Jordan
as Edmund, Miguel Perez as an
understudy for Lear and Gloucester,
Stanley Jackson as an understudy
for Edgar/King of France and
Edmund, and Danielle Thorpe as
understudy for Cordelia/Fool,
Regan and Goneril.

Morton, following his award-
winning, sold-out performance as
Dick Gregory in “Turn Me Loose,”
returns to The Wallis in the title role
of Shakespeare’s tragedy as a man
who has brought his country
through turmoil, but at what cost?
Forced to grapple with violent
power struggles and a dysfunctional
family, Lear wrestles with the
betrayal of his two older daughters
who have banished him to the
wilderness and his own betrayal of

his youngest daughter, exiled for the
sin of honesty. Turbulence and fury
combine to turn a skilled geopoliti-
cal master into a dazed, naked wan-
derer exposed to the elements. 

“By immersing the audience in a
future of looming environmental
apocalypse, where identity is fluid,
and salvation can only be found
through self-knowledge, our ‘King
Lear’ confronts us with a looming
apocalypse, which is the America,
indeed the world, we must strive to
avoid,” Rubin said.

Audience members are encour-
aged to wear light-colored clothing
for each performance to enhance
the production design, which will
be projected throughout the entire
auditorium.

“John Gould Rubin, [creative

“King Lear” will run May 10 through June 5 at The Wallis’ Bram
Goldsmith Theater.

photo courtesy of the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts

producer] Paul Crewes and I
formed a very powerful and suc-
cessful collaboration around ‘Turn
Me Loose,’ during which, we began
discussing ‘King Lear’ as a play that
throws into stark relief two very
highly dysfunctional families, a
world in which mankind inexorably
affects nature, where old age is vul-
nerable to cruelty and the impercep-
tive conflict between fatherhood
and royalty is an incompatibility
that becomes a tempest of madness
and desolation,” Morton said.
“John, Paul and I are full of expec-
tation, excitement and energy as we
begin this next chapter of our part-
nership.”

Ticket prices are $39-$125 per
person. The Wallis Annenberg
Center for the Performing Arts is
located at 9390 N. Santa Monica
Blvd.

To purchase tickets and for more
information, call (310)746-4000,
Monday – Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
or visit TheWallis.org/lear.

Hollywood Museum presents
Mother’s Day exhibit 

The Hollywood Museum is pre-
senting a limited-run exhibition in
honor of Mother’s Day.

“For most, our mother is your
first friend, your best friend, your
forever friend. Our mother’s love is
unconditional and only grows
stronger over a lifetime,” said
Donelle Dadigan, founder and pres-
ident of the Hollywood Museum.
“In celebration of this one-of-a-kind
relationship, the Hollywood
Museum is presenting a never-
before-seen collection of images
dedicated to that special woman in
our lives for the week leading into
and following Mother’s Day. Sons
and daughters have a special bond
with their mothers, and they pass on
that love to their own children. Our
exhibit personifies that fact, given
the overwhelming response from
entertainment’s elite that responded
to the call for entries, offering their
favorite and private images to say
‘Happy Mother’s Day’ to celebrate
the most caring and inspiring
women in their lives.”

The exhibit has been two years in
the making and was originally
scheduled to go on display for
Mother’s Day 2020. The collection
features photos dedicated to the
most celebrated working moms in
entertainment during loving and
amusing moments with their fami-
lies. The Hollywood Museum has
collected personal and professional
photographs from some of the most
recognized names in TV and film,
featuring their own mothers or as
moms themselves, and organized an
exhibit in the museum’s famous
Historic Photo Gallery.

The Mother’s Day exhibit at the

Photos of Hollywood mothers and
daughters will be on display at the
Hollywood Museum until May 15,
including pictures of Lily Tomlin
and her mother, Lillie Mae Ford.

photo courtesy of the Hollywood Museum

Hollywood Museum will run
through Sunday, May 15. It is locat-
ed at 1660 Highland Ave. Regular
hours are Wednesday through
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tickets
are $15 for adults, $12 for seniors
and students with a valid ID, and $5
for children under 5. For informa-
tion, call (323)464-7776 or visit
thehollywoodmuseum.com.

Exhibit showcases street art
from around the world

THE LUME Los Angeles pre-
sents a multi-sensory “Street Art
Alive” exhibit by Grande
Experiences.

“Street Art Alive” was created
in collaboration with more than
200 street artists from around the
world including D*Face, Lady
Pink and Blek le Rat. It takes vis-
itors on a journey along lanes and
streets in more than 20 cities syn-
onymous with street art, including
New York, London, São Paulo,
Melbourne and Berlin.

A pioneer in changing the way
visitors engage with art and cul-
ture, Grande Experiences part-
nered with Magic Box L.A. to cre-
ate a digital art gallery in down-

town Los Angeles. Visitors walk
through a recreated New York
subway tunnel and view street art
from around the world with SEN-
SORY4 Immersive Technology.
Learn about the artists by watch-
ing HD laser projections and lis-
tening to surround-sound technol-
ogy. The 360-degree environment
explores themes such as vibrancy,
rejuvenation, fighting for rights
and a fresh take on history.

The exhibit is open Wednesday
through Sunday at 1933 S.
Broadway, downtown. Tickets
start at $39; $29 for children 4-14.
For information and tickets, call
(213)608-3014, or visit
tickets.thelumelosangeles.com.

The muti-sensory exhibit allows visitors to immerse themselves in art.
photo courtesy of THE LUME Los Angeles
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construction update
Construction activities to build the Wilshire/Rodeo Station continue primarily 
underground at Wilshire Bl and Rodeo Bl. Material deliveries will continue during 
day and evening hours.

traffic alert
From 9am–4pm, Wilshire Bl may be reduced to two lanes in each direction 
between El Camino Dr and Crescent Dr.

meeting hours
Community Construction Update webinars are typically held virtually on the first 
Wednesday of the month, from 12–1pm. Please join us on May 4 and June 1, 2022, 
at noon. Please visit metro.net/purple for additional details.   

Section 2 – Beverly Hills Update

Next stop: more subway.

https://www.metro.net
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Across 

1. High-flying mil. group  
5. Farm equipment  
9. Provoke  
13. What Little Bo Peep lost  
15. Eastern music  
16. Adherents  
17. Our planet  
18. “Two fives for ___”  
19. Deli-sandwich side dish  
20. Survivor hit  
23. Egyptian king  
24. Intense  
25. Big name in guitars  
29. Relinquishes  
31. Get a load of  
32. Sweet cherry  
34. New York city  
38. Nursery song  
41. Baccarat “declaration”  
42. Nice report card  
43. It's for the birds  
44. Face-to-face exams  
46. Emissary  
48. Improvise  
50. TV’s Longoria  
51. Elton John hit  
57. Spanish love  
58. Chateaubriand hero  
59. First name in hotels  
61. The “B” of N.B.  
62. Electrical letters  

63. Expression of surprise  
64. Spent  
65. Hot stuff  
66. Bruce and Spike  
  
Down  

1. Wear and tear  
2. Game of Thrones character  
3. Unsubstantial  
4. Bash  
5. Whitney's business partner  
6. Strip of wood  
7. S-curve  
8. Classified  
9. “Eeew!”  
10. Land patch  
11. It may be blank  
12. Capt.’s heading  
14. Snapshot  
21. Toadstools, e.g.  
22. Freeze over  
25. Very smooth  
26. Small amount  
27. Cap’n’s mate  
28. Blue  
29. Spanish houses  
30. “Lord of the Rings” singer  
33. Abbr. at the end of a list  
35. Guess  
36. “___ la vie”  
37. Comic Johnson  
39. Kind of cleaning acid  

40. Soothing ointment  
45. Away from the mouth  
47. “___ bird catches the worm”  
48. Summits  
49. Go on and on  
50. Chosen ones  
52. Style of the Rockefeller Center  
53. Chinese leader?  
54. Trompe l’___  
55. Pepsi rival  
56. “Trick” joint  

57. “Aladdin” monkey  
60. Slow equine  

Classified Advertising 
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
COMPUTER HARDWARE

DOG WALKER

HANDYMAN

INCOME TAX

TThehe     Disc     Disc          Doc          Doc
Computer Problems? 
I CAN HELP!

     • Troubleshooting   
     • Lessons 
     • Purchase Consultation  
     • Phone Support

Joel Rothman
323.240.5112   

TheDiskDoc@mac.com  

UPHOLSTERY WEBSITE DESIGN

SCREENS • DOORS  
HARDWARE 

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD 
(323)248-0840 

www.tashmans.com
Since 1961 

Family Owned & Operated 

mackeycreativelab.com 
info@mackeycreativelab.com

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER 

• Leash Manner Training 

• Socialization, Structure,  

Exercise 

• Insured, Certified 

AKC Good Citizen Trainer 

323.393.5238 
latty@cooperk-9.com 

Google: Latty Cooper 
as seen on YouTube!

ALAKAZAM
UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY

Commercial & Residential 
Every Style:  

Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers 
Replace Feather Proof Lining 
Broad Selection of Fabrics, 
Draperies & Roman Shades 

HIGHEST QUALITY  
WORKMANSHIP 

Call Rosie for FREE Estimate 
310-491-8409 

West Hollywood 

Affordable
Prices 

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your  
Los Angeles Times subscription.

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer   
Enter code 9003

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year. 
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday! 
We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks  

with our saturation program.  
To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

Ways to subscribe

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of  
“Our People Our Places” magazine!
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ALL YEAR  
INCOME TAX
Professional Tax Return 

Preparation 
10% DISCOUNT FOR 

NEW CLIENTS
5967 W. Third St. Suite #201 

Los Angeles, CA  90036 
Phone (323)937-3848 
FAX (323)937-9970 

Across street from Park Labrea 
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

HONEST HANDYMAN 
DOES IT ALL 

Serving the Westside for 32 years
 • Plumbing • Electrical 

• Roofing • Tile • Flooring   
• Painting •  A/C Repair  

Carpentry • Drywall  
• Windows • Decks 

• Kitchen & Bath Specialist

FORT CONSTRUCTION 
General Contractors 

Call Manny 

(310)729-9612 
(424)284-3314 

Lic#465817 Bonded • Insured 
fortconstructionla.com

WE PUBLISH 
LEGAL NOTICES! 
Send inquiries to 

karen@beverly-
press.com

LIFECOACH

Across
1. Where small dogs sit, often
4. Irritates
9. Was gloomy
14. Slippery fish
15. Dart
16. It’s just over a foot
17. It could be made into a 
      how to book from Disney
20. Indicator
21. Non-clerical
22. Some cowboys
26. Narrow-____
31. Hearty cheer
32. Gem stone
34. Philadelphia landmark hotel
35. Dissertation
37. Portions of corn
38. Kid’s railway fave
42. Voice
43. Arctic jacket
44. Glass receptacle
47. Pipe part
48. Jerk
51. Encodes
53. Kind of question
55. Football play
57. Prefix with “space” or “plane”
58. Pressure at work say
65. Get used to
66. “Lovergirl” singer ___ Marie
67. Pixel density
68. Aquatic mammal
69. Scorches
70. Archdiocese

Down
1. 1979 Cars tune
2. Lofty
3. Biblical torment
4. Online service with a butterfly
    logo
5. Inhospitably cold
6. Rock music’s ___ Fighters
7. Basketball game stopper
8. Scarecrow stuffing
9. One of the Brady bunch
10. Stop __ dime
11. U.P.S. delivery, abbr.
12. “All over the world” singers,
      for short
13. Animal’s home
18. Co. name ender
19. Watch face
23. “Oh, very funny!”
24. Oil barons
25. Champion figure skater Cohen
27. The turf in “surf and turf”
28. Asian tongue
29. Bring home
30. Old German currency
33. Motor City team
35. Fairy’s pickup
36. Like a chimney sweep
38. Annoy with sweetness
39. URL starter
40. Kind of diagram
41. Joe Namath team
42. Beginner instruction in a 
      subject
45. Tinier

46. Memorable periods
48. Walks along
49. Green
50. Albatross
52. Beats it
54. Galley need
56. Cap site
58. Website ranking technology,
      abbr.
59. AC/DC album
60. Fixed mode

61. Before, of yore
62. Raiding grp.
63. Elder
64. Univ. instructors

answers on page 29
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block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 800 block of West 
Knoll at 4 p.m.  
 
April 27 
 
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
9200 block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of 
N. Fairfax at 5:30 a.m. 
 
At 8:18 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 9200 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Santa 
Monica and Formosa at 11:30 a.m.  
 
At 5:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8500 block of West Knoll. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 800 block of 
N. San Vicente at 7:30 p.m. 
 
At 10:58 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 8800 block of Santa Monica. 
 
April 28 
 
At 6:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8700 
block of Holloway.  
 
April 29 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8900 block of Santa 
Monica at 2 a.m.  
 
At 9:47 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 1200 block 
of N. La Brea.  
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7900 block of 
Fountain at 6:25 a.m. 
 
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 1000 block of N. Formosa. 
 
April 30 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 600 block of N. 
Robertson at 1 a.m.  
 
At 1:50 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft near the 
corner of Santa Monica and 
Robertson. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8900 block of Sunset 
at 8 p.m. 
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
April 24 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 6300 block of Yucca at 
12:20 a.m. 
 
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim near the 
corner of Ivar and Yucca.  
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1800 block of N. 
Cherokee at 5 a.m.  
 
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1200 
block of N. El Centro. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1200 block of 
Keniston at 3:30 p.m. 
 
At 3:35 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1000 
block of N. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Ridgeley 
and Fourth at 3:42 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 

robbed a victim near the corner of 
Olympic and La Brea.  
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 700 block of 
McCarthy Vista at 6:35 p.m. 
 
At 6:35 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 6200 block 
of Third. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 900 block of N. El Centro at 8 
p.m.  
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6800 
block of De Longpre.  
 
April 25 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 300 block of S. 
Cloverdale at 4:13 a.m.  
 
At 5:15 a.m., an attempted theft 
was reported in the 6000 block of 
Carlton Way. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1500 block of 
Vine at 6:30 a.m. 
 
At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6700 
block of Selma.  
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 5300 block of Wilshire at 
8 a.m.  
 
At noon, an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1400 
block of S. Crest.  
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Beverly 
and Crescent Heights at noon.  
 
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Fairfax and Beverly.  
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 1700 block of Cherokee 
at 1:15 p.m. 
 
At 1:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 1700 block 
of N. Cahuenga. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 700 block of N. 
Ridgewood at 1:30 p.m.  
 
At 4:55 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Selma and Cherokee. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 300 block of N. 
Gardner at 7 p.m.  
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
500 block of N. Rossmore.  
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 1800 block of Vine at 
11:30 p.m. 
 
At 11:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 1500 block of Wilcox.  
 
April 26 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 6300 block of 
Colgate at 12:01 a.m.  
 
At 7:35 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 6100 
block of Romaine.  
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 400 block of S. La 
Brea at 11:27 a.m.  
 
At 4:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
700 block of S. Curson. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 6700 block of Yucca 
at 5:05 p.m. 
 
At 8:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 1600 
block of N. Wilcox. 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 300 block of 
N. Detroit at 9:15 p.m.  
 
At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 800 block of 
N. La Brea. 
 
April 27 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 7000 block of Sunset at 
4:25 a.m. 
 
At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 800 
block of Vine. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 4000 block of Wilshire at 
7:15 a.m. 
 
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 7600 
block of Beverly.  
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1700 block of 
N. Highland at 12:10 p.m. 
 
At 2:40 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of San Vicente and Gracie Allen.  
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 200 block of 
S. La Brea at 6:50 p.m. 

POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
April 24 
 
At 3:45 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 9800 block 
of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 100 block of N. 
Gale at 5:10 a.m. 
 
At 12:33 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 8400 block of Dayton.  
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of 
San Vicente at 2:58 p.m. 
 
At 7:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
9000 block of Wilshire.  
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 100 block of 
Hamilton at 9 p.m. 
 
April 25 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 400 
block of N. Canon at 2:09 a.m. 
 
At 8:14 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 300 
bock of N. Canon. Another petty 
theft was reported in the same 
location at 7:25 p.m. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
residential burglary in the 100 
block of N. Gale at 7 p.m. 
 
April 26 
 
At 9:40 a.m., a vandalism incident 
was reported in the 100 block of N. 
La Cienega. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 200 block of S. Almont at 
12:17 p.m.  
 
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 300 
block of N. Beverly. 
 
April 27 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 400 block of S. 
Beverly at 9 a.m.  
 
At 4:18 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
9500 block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 100 block of N. 
Spalding at 4:40 p.m. 
 
At 6:11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Santa Monica and Canon. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 960 block of Wilshire at 
6:33 p.m. 
 
At 10:17 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 400 block of Beverly.  
 
April 28 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of 
Rodeo at 10 a.m. 
 
At 11:30 p.m., a suspect was 
arrested on suspicion of driving 
under the influence of alcohol or 

drugs in the 200 block of N. 
Canon.  
 
April 29 
 
At 3:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 400 block 
of N. Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of 
Rodeo at 5:56 p.m. 
 
At 8:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 200 
block of S. Robertson.  
 
April 30 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 8800 
block of Olympic at 2:04 p.m.  
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 9600 block of 
Olympic at 2:45 p.m. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
April 24 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 900 
block of N. Gardner.  
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 8900 block of 
Santa Monica at 2 a.m.  
 
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 800 block of N. 
San Vicente at 2:05 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 600 block 
of N. Robertson. 
 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident 
near the corner of Sweetzer and 
Romaine at 8:45 p.m. 
 
April 25 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8800 block of Santa 
Monica at 1:59 a.m.  
 
At 2:05 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1100 block of Glenville. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7700 block of 
Norton at 6:30 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., a suspect assaulted a 
victim during a domestic violence 
incident in the 7500 block of 
Norton. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8300 block of Santa 
Monica at midnight. 
 
April 26 
 
At 1:21 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8900 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of 
N. Fairfax at 1 p.m.  
 
At 3:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8900 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
April 24 and April 30. The information was compiled from 
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: 
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.

http://kramerlaw.biz
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ORDINANCE NO.  22-O-2859

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
OF BEVERLY HILLS ADOPTING
A MILITARY EQUIPMENT USE
POLICY IN ACCORDANCE WITH
ASSEMBLY BILL 481 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF BEVERLY HILLS DOES HERE-
BY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS, on September
30, 2021, the State Legislature enacted
Assembly Bill 481 (“AB 481”), adding
sections 7070 et seq. to the
Government Code, requiring law
enforcement agencies to obtain
approval from their governing body
before acquiring military equipment, as
defined by Government Code section
7070(c); and

WHEREAS, AB 481
requires law enforcement agencies to
obtain approval from their governing
body by an ordinance adopting a “mil-
itary equipment” use policy, at a regu-
lar meeting held pursuant to open
meeting laws, prior to taking certain
actions relating to the funding, acquisi-
tion, or use of military equipment. AB
481 also requires that in seeking the
approval of the governing body, a law
enforcement agency shall submit a pro-
posed military equipment use policy to
the governing body at a public meeting
and at least 30 days prior to any such
public meeting, the law enforcement
agency shall make the military equip-
ment use policy available on the law
enforcement agency’s internet website;
and 

WHEREAS, the Beverly Hills
Police Department currently possesses
equipment that qualifies under the def-
inition of military equipment pursuant
to Government Code section 7070(c),
and wishes to continue to use such
equipment in a responsible manner to
ensure the safety of the community and
its residents; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of
the proposed military equipment use
policy is necessary in order to continue
the use of such equipment for the pur-
pose of protecting the safety of offi-
cers, residents and visitors in the City
of Beverly Hills; and

WHEREAS, in accordance
with Government Code Section
7071(a)(2), a law enforcement agency
seeking to continue the use of any mil-
itary equipment that was acquired prior
to January 1, 2022, must commence the
governing body approval process for
the military equipment use policy no
later than May 1, 2022; and

WHEREAS, in accordance
with Government Code Section 7071,
the Beverly Hills Police Department
has commenced the governing body
approval process and has posted a copy
of the proposed military equipment use
policy on the Beverly Hills Police
Department’s website on March 10,
2022.  Said posting is more than 30
days prior to the April 12, 2022 City

Council meeting.  

WHEREAS, Ordinance No.
22-O-2859 and the proposed military
equipment use policy were presented
and introduced to the City Council at
the public meeting held on April 12,
2022, at which time the public had the
opportunity to comment on Ordinance
No. 22-O-2859 and the proposed mili-
tary equipment use policy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

Section 1. The City
Council hereby finds that all of the
facts set forth in the Recitals above are
true and correct.

Section 2.  Legislative
Findings.  Pursuant to Government
Code Section 7071, the City Council
commenced the governing body
approval process prior to May 1, 2022
and considered the adoption of this
Ordinance at a regular, public meeting
on April 12, 2022, and based on the
facts set forth above, the Agenda
Report, the information provided to the
City Council at the public meeting, and
the record thereof which is incorporat-
ed by this reference, the City Council
hereby determines and makes the fol-
lowing findings:

A. The military equip-
ment identified in Beverly Hills Police
Department Policy 706 is necessary
because there is no reasonable alterna-
tive that can achieve the same objective
of officer and non-officer safety for the
reasons identified in the Beverly Hills
Police Department Military Equipment
Inventory; and

B. The proposed military
equipment use policy (Beverly Hills
Police Department Policy 706) will
safeguard the public’s welfare, safety,
civil rights, and civil liberties for the
reasons identified in the Beverly Hills
Police Department Military Equipment
Inventory; and

C. The military equip-
ment identified in Beverly Hills Police
Department Policy 706 is reasonably
cost effective compared to available
alternatives that can achieve the same
objective of officer and non-officer
safety for the reasons identified in the
Beverly Hills Police Department
Military Equipment Inventory; and 

D. Prior to the adoption
of Beverly Hills Police Department
Policy 706, the Beverly Hills Police
Department was not required to have
and did not have a specific policy relat-
ing to the use of military equipment.
Any improper use of Departmental
equipment or alleged violations of
Department policies were evaluated
and reviewed with corrective action
taken pursuant to Policy 1010 when
appropriate. After the adoption of this
Policy, the designated Military
Equipment Coordinator will ensure
future compliance with this Policy.

Section 3. Pursuant to
Government Code Section 7071, the

City Council hereby adopts the military
equipment use policy entitled Beverly
Hills Policy Department Policy 706 as
set forth in the attached Exhibit A and
incorporated by this reference.

Section 4. Severability.
If any section, subsection, subdivision,
paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase
of this ordinance or its application to
any person or circumstance, is for any
reason held to be invalid or unenforce-
able by a court of competent jurisdic-
tion, such invalidity or unenforceabili-
ty shall not affect the validity or
enforceability of the remaining sec-
tions, subsections, subdivisions, para-
graphs, sentences, clauses or phrases of
this ordinance, or its application to any
other person or circumstance.  The City
Council declares that it  would have
adopted each section, subsection, sub-
division, paragraph, sentence, clause,
phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact
that any one or more sections, subsec-
tions, subdivisions, paragraphs, sen-
tences, clauses or phrases hereof be
declared invalid or unenforceable.

Section 5. Publicat ion.
The City Clerk shall cause this
Ordinance to be published at least once
in a newspaper of general circulation
published and circulated in the City
within fifteen (15) days after its pas-
sage in accordance with Section 36933
of the Government Code, shall certify
to the adoption of this Ordinance, and
shall cause this Ordinance and this cer-
tification, together with proof of publi-
cation, to be entered in the Book of
Ordinances of the Council of this City.

Section 6. E f f e c t i v e
Date.  This Ordinance shall go into
effect and be in full force and effect at
12:01 a.m. on the thirty-first (31st) day
after its passage. 

Section 7. Certification.
The City Clerk shall certify to the
adoption of this Ordinance and shall
cause the same to be published in the
manner prescribed by law.

Adopted: April 26, 2022
Effective: May 27, 2022

LILI BOSSE
Mayor of the City of 
Beverly Hills, California

ATTEST:
HUMA AHMED (SEAL)
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
LAURENCE S. WIENER
City Attorney

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:
GEORGE CHAVEZ
City Manager

VOTE:
AYES: Councilmembers Wunderlich,
Friedman, Mirisch, Vice Mayor Gold,
and Mayor Bosse
NOES: None
CARRIED
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Bogie’s Liquor

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine 
(323) 469-1414  

www.bogiesliquor.com 
Don’t Drink & Drive! 

Fine Wines, Champagnes & Spirits! 
Nice Selection of Craft Beer too!

James Newton Howard honored at LACO gala
Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra

hosted its 2022 gala celebration,
entitled “Simple Gifts,” honoring
nine-time Oscar-nominated film
composer James Newton Howard
and celebrating the musicians of
LACO on April 29 at the Beverly
Wilshire Hotel in Beverly Hills.

The black-tie event included a
cocktail reception, dinner and a live
musical program featuring LACO
Music Director Jaime Martín con-
ducting the Orchestra in Copland’s
beloved classic, “Appalachian
Spring,” as well as the world pre-
miere of a medley of two works
from film scores by Howard, “The
Wedding” from “Wyatt Earp” and
“A Man and His Beasts Redux,” a
suite from the “Fantastic Beasts”
films. Multi-platinum recording
artist Josh Groban introduced
Howard at the gala, which included
a virtual auction and paddle pledge
and raised $675,000 to benefit the
concert performances and educa-
tional initiatives of the Los Angeles
Chamber Orchestra. Among the
auction items were a private meet
and greet with Howard and tour of
his Santa Monica studio for the
winner and three guests.

“It was an inspiring evening,”
LACO Executive Director Ben
Cadwallader said. “The beautiful
Beverly Wilshire was the perfect
place to host LACO’s first gala in
nearly three years. It was truly a cel-
ebration of artistry, philanthropy
and friendship. We were stunned by
the magnitude of generosity on dis-
play from LACO’s family of sup-
porters, ensuring that this orches-
tra’s future is brighter than ever.
James Newton Howard’s long and
rich history recording with so many
LACO musicians made him the per-
fect honoree for this year’s gala. His
score, premiered alongside

Las Angeles Chamber Orchestra music director Jaime Martín, Josh
Groban and James Newton Howard pose at the 2022 LACO gala.

photo by Ben Gibbs for LACO

Copland’s Appalachian Spring, was
a stirring tribute to the artistry of the
evening’s second honoree: the stel-
lar musicians of LACO.”

“The music you played tonight
was written for 85 musicians and
singers. There were 13 of you on
stage and it sounded absolutely
incredible,” Howard said, following
the night’s performances. “The two
directors who hired me to write the
music you just heard are here with
their wives – Larry Kasdan and
David Yates. You have both given
me the best musical opportunities
imaginable. Thank you for giving
me the best job in the world.”

He also thanked his colleague
Jeff Atmajian for his “brilliance in
reducing the orchestrations from
100 musicians to 13.”

 “As a native Angeleno, I’ve long
admired LACO’s extraordinary rep-
utation in the music community,”
Groban said,  “I’m here tonight to
speak about a man who has set the
musical mood for some of our most

beloved and popular films and tele-
vision series. Many of you have
undoubtedly been moved to tears or
joy, felt chills or thrills from his
music scores throughout his illustri-
ous career. James started out as a
session musician for artists like
Diana Ross and Ringo Starr, but his
big break came when he auditioned
as a keyboardist for Elton John and
went on to tour with him through-
out the ‘70s and ‘80s.  At that point
every major recording artist was
eager to work with him – Crosby,
Stills and Nash; Melissa
Manchester; Neil Diamond; Chaka
Khan; Cher; Chicago; Rod
Steward; Barbra Streisand…and
more recently, well, me.”

“Several musicians in LACO
have played on my scores for, dare
I say, more than 20 years. My pres-
ence here tonight is consistent with
LACO’s beginning in 1968 as an
outlet for LA’s top session musi-
cians. I like to think the reverse is
also true … that recording a movie
score can be challenging and satis-
fying and an opportunity for
orchestral musicians to hone new
skill sets. I am so grateful that I can
be here with all of you tonight. If
ever there was a time to make and
listen to beautiful music, it is now,”
Howard added.

Tupac exhibit, offers free admission
for public school students

Due to popular demand, the
groundbreaking “Tupac Shakur
Wake Me When I’m Free” exhibit
has extended its dates in Los
Angeles through the summer.
Originally launched in January and
scheduled to finish its Los Angeles
run on May 1, the Shakur estate-
sanctioned exhibit has seen a slate
of positive reviews and endorse-
ments from celebrities, press and
fans alike. 

The exhibit has also announced a
new initiative to open its doors to
students, offering free tickets to any
public school groups and their
chaperones for the remainder of the
exhibit’s time in Los Angeles. Visits
must be scheduled in advance with
the exhibit, and more information
can be found at wakemewhenim-
free.com/schoolprogram.

To kick off the initiative, Los
Angeles Unified School District
Superintendent Alberto M.
Carvalho toured the exhibit with
more than 70 students from across
the district. The exhibit’s creative
director, Jeremy Hodges, and head
of worldwide music, partner and
managing director of entertainment
and sports agency CAA Rob Light,
participated in a discussion with
students following the tour.

“Inspired, powerful, meaningful.
These are just a few of the words
our students used to describe the
exhibit ‘Tupac Shakur Wake Me
When I’m Free after our visit,”
Carvalho said. “These students
joined our test pilot for the Los
Angeles Unified Cultural Arts

Passport, a new program to provide
all students with access to arts and
cultural enrichment. I’m thrilled that
the exhibit will extend its offer of
free tickets to all public school stu-
dent groups to visit and learn about
Tupac Shakur’s life and legacy.”

Part museum, part art installa-
tion, part sensory experience,
WMWIF showcases Shakur’s
music, poetry and never-before-
seen artifacts in a 20,000 square
foot curated space akin to a contem-
porary art museum. Guests transi-
tion through a myriad of surround
sound spaces, rich with rarities
embedded in technology. WMWIF
delves into the greater meaning of
his activism, music and revolution-
ary art.

WMWIF is a Shakur-estate sanc-
tioned museum experience and pro-
duced in partnership with Round
Room Live, CAA, Universal Music
Group and Kinfolk Management +
Media. WMWIF is a creative col-
laboration led by chief curator and
vice president of curatorial affairs at
The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame,
Nwaka Onwusa, and award-win-
ning creative director Jeremy
Hodges and his firm, Project Art
Collective. 

The exhibit is located at The
Canvas at L.A. Live at 944 Georgia
St. It is open noon to 8 p.m.
Monday and Thursday, 11 a.m. to 9
p.m. Friday and Saturday and 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday. The exhibit
is closed on Tuesday and
Wednesday. For information visit
wakemewhenimfree.com.

‘Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992’ to return
for Center Theatre Group 2022-2023

Three decades after its 1993
World premiere at the Mark Taper
Forum, Anna Deavere Smith’s
“Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992”
returns to L.A. as part of Center
Theatre Group’s 2022-2023 sea-
son at the Taper. 

Originally performed solo by
Smith, “Twilight: Los Angeles,
1992” has been reimagined for a
cast of five performers. Casting
and the director for “Twilight: Los
Angeles, 1992” will be
announced later.

“At its best, theatre helps us
understand the world around us,
and no production in our history
has illuminated our city like
‘Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992,’”
said Center Theatre Group man-
aging director and CEO Meghan
Pressman. “Anna’s play intro-
duces us to the individuals who
shaped, responded to and were
impacted by a pivotal moment in
L.A. history. It is a piece that
reminds us where we were then
and helps us to understand where
we are now. In discussions about
the upcoming seasons with the
artistic team, we all agreed that
we couldn’t let the 30th anniver-
sary of the troubling Rodney
King verdict pass by without
making this announcement.
‘Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992’
offers us another opportunity to
reflect on what is still required to
meet our own commitments to
change that were devised and
agreed to as a response to the
2020 protests.”

“Being asked by Gordon
Davidson to move through the
embers of the Los Angeles upris-
ing was a watershed moment in
my life as an artist and as a
human being,” Smith said. “The
‘can do, must do’ spirit of
Gordon, the entire institution and
the community sparked some-
thing I had never experienced and
have not experienced since.
Center Theatre Group provided a

way for me, in tandem with other
drama professionals and with
local intellectual/activists, to
respond to the civic disaster
through theatre. Here is where I
learned that theatre can be trans-
formative if it exudes what I have
come to call ‘a radical welcome.’
No doubt there were folks at the
table who had not ever been invit-
ed to step up before.”

“Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992”
draws on more than 350 inter-
views with politicians, activists,
police, jurors, shopkeepers and
countless other Los Angelenos to
explore the uprising sparked by
the acquittal of the men charged in
the Rodney King police brutality
case. Through the words of real
people, “Twilight: Los Angeles,
1992” delves into the long-sim-
mering tensions that set the stage
for the L.A. Riots and explores
the immediate impact on individ-
ual Angelenos and the community
as a whole.

Originally commissioned by
the Center Theater Group, the
original, sold-out run of
“Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992”
was followed by many success-
ful revisions of the play, with
each inviting a new group of col-
laborators. The revisions includ-
ed a production at the Public
Theater followed by a Broadway
run that garnered two Tony nom-
inations, a national tour mounted
at the Berkeley Repertory
Theatre, a film produced by
Smith and others in partnership
with PBS, and the most recent
reconceptualized production for
five actors at the Signature
Theatre in New York.

Ticket and subscription sale
dates will be announced at a later
date. 

For information, visit cen-
tertheatregroup.org. The Mark
Taper Forum is located at The
Music Center, 135 N. Grand
Ave.

https://bogiesliquor.com
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and Planned Parenthood.  
“A woman’s right to choose is a

fundamental liberty,” Meister
added. “It is up to our federal rep-
resentatives in Congress to protect
our fundamental rights.” 

Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne
said the draft opinion has put the
lives of women, girls and transgen-
der men “in danger.”  

“This is an extremely dark day
in America,” she said. “We are in
one of the darkest times. …
There’s no way that I can express
the gravity of what we are facing.” 

Shyne referenced her upbring-
ing in Iran, where she witnessed
women’s rights be torn away “one
by one.” She said her family fled
the country to America because of
the freedoms created by decisions
like Roe v. Wade. 

“It is absolutely a nightmare that
we are [facing this issue] now,”
Shyne added. 

She said the draft opinion was
the direct result of President
Donald Trump’s time in office.
During his one term, he appointed
three Supreme Court justices –
Amy Coney Barrett, Brett
Kavanaugh and Neil Gorsuch.  

Shyne said Los Angeles County
and the state of California are pre-
pared to fight for reproductive
rights. However, there are many
individuals in other states who do
not have elected officials willing to
support them. 

“This ruling, which will be
solidified in June, depending on
what the final ruling is, will make
life for so many women and trans
men hell in this country,” she
added. 

Shyne advised residents to reach
out to the city and support organi-
zations if they need resources. She
also called on advocates to get out
in the streets.  

“We need to just be in the streets
like never before – to put pressure
on these justices and let them
know that we will not allow time
to be turned back,” she said.  

Councilmen John Erickson and
John D’Amico did not attend the
event but sent statements, which
Shyne read. 

“The history of this moment will
be written by the action taken
because of this ruling not this rul-
ing,” D’Amico said. “As always,
America, with its might and its

mayhem and its desire for perfec-
tion will go on. How it will go on,
how it will come forward and who
is given the chance to be heard and
seen is up to all of us.” 

“The news underscores what
advocates have been saying – that
we must act now to prepare for the
end of the right to abortion in this
country,” Erickson said. “West
Hollywood is the first city in the
country to declare itself pro-
choice, and we will always rise up
and fight against oppressive and
draconian rulings. This news is ter-
rifying. It is a wake-up call for mil-
lions of people who thought the
U.S. Supreme Court would protect
them from this dangerous direction
and, more importantly, from the
scarier decision yet to come for
countless people. The time to act is
now. Fight like hell, and vote like
your life depends on it, because it
just might.” 

Councilwoman Lindsey
Horvath echoed those sentiments. 

“We aren’t going back to back
alleys,” she said. “We’re not going
back in the closet. We are not turn-
ing back time. We are marching
forward.” 

Mike Aguilera, a district repre-
sentative for U.S. Rep. Adam
Schiff (D-Burbank), shared a state-
ment from the congressman. 

“There are no words to ade-
quately describe a Supreme Court
opinion outlawing the right to
choose and robbing women of
their reproductive freedoms,”
Aguilera said. “If Roe is over-
turned, it will be devastating to the

millions of women who will lose
the right to make their health care
decisions – all thanks to a partisan
court. While I understand the
impulse for despair, it is too late to
protect the right to choose.
Congress must codify protection
for abortion rights by abolishing
the [federal] filibuster and passing
the Women’s Health Protection
Act now.” 

Roe draft opinion is ‘absolutely a nightmare’
From page 1
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Chelsea Byers, president of the Los Angeles chapter of the National
Women’s Political Caucus, said the Roe v. Wade draft opinion was an
“act of terror.”

The Innovation Studio at
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles,
in partnership with the Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health, has selected three
teams as the winners of the VaxUp
Innovation Challenge. 

The announcement is the culmi-
nation of a three-month program to
generate, test and scale creative
solutions to increase COVID-19
vaccination rates among children
and teens in Los Angeles County.
The teams will each receive
$75,000 in grants to further devel-
op and pilot their solution in Los
Angeles County. 

“The VaxUp Innovation
Challenge is a prime example of
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles’
commitment to further its mission
beyond the walls of our hospital
and impact the health of our
greater community,” CHLA chief
innovation officer Omkar Kulkarni
said. “CHLA is thrilled to be work-
ing alongside the Los Angeles
County Department of Public
Health to help break down barriers
to vaccination and to increase vac-
cine confidence among L.A.
County’s youth, adolescents and
their parents, particularly in com-
munities disproportionately
impacted by the pandemic.” 

The winning teams selected for
the VaxUp Innovation Challenge
were the Kedren Community
Health Center, the Northeast
Valley Health Corp. and
MiVacunaLA. 

Kedren Community Health
Center’s VaxUp solution builds
upon their expansive work in pro-
viding more than 300,000 COVID-
19 vaccines to the community and
focuses on increasing vaccinations
for children ages 5-11 in the coun-
ty through free, fun and immersive
family-friendly events that provide
COVID-19 awareness and health
education at mobile vaccine clin-
ics.  

The Northeast Valley Health
Corp. aims to resolve pediatric
COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy
without creating more work or
burnout for health care providers
through the use of motivational

interviewing techniques.  
Following a vaccine readiness

assessment administered electroni-
cally to patients and families, clin-
ical staff will use the data from the
assessment and a COVID-19 vac-
cine persona-based algorithm to
tailor motivational interviewing
techniques specific to the patient
family’s readiness to accept the
vaccine.  

NEVHC will train partner orga-
nizations and federally qualified
health centers in L.A. County in
motivational interviewing tech-
niques and provide patients with
incentives and follow-up text mes-
sages and videos to encourage
COVID-19 vaccine acceptance. 

MiVacuna is an evidence-based
digital outreach program designed
to inform and empower Latinx
families when making the decision
to vaccinate their children for
COVID-19.  

Not only will the pilot enroll 600
Latinx parents with at least one
unvaccinated child in a four-week
program where they will receive
reliable information via text mes-
sages, but it will also train 20
Latinx parent ambassadors with at
least one vaccinated child to
recruit non-vaccinated families
and share credible vaccine infor-
mation in their communities.  

“Congratulations to the three
winners of the VaxUp Innovation
Challenge, and thanks to all the
teams who participated in the chal-
lenge for sharing their innovative
ideas of how to increase access to
vaccines,” public health director
Barbara Ferrer said. “Vaccines
remain highly effective at prevent-
ing severe illness, and partnering
with the Innovation Studio at
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
on the VaxUp Innovation
Challenge has inspired and accel-
erated ideas to increase COVID-19
vaccination rates among children,
particularly in the under-served
communities of Los Angeles
County. We look forward to con-
tinuing our partnerships with com-
munity organizations and CHLA
as we work together to increase
COVID-19 vaccination rates.” 

The VaxUp Innovation
Challenge encouraged nonprofit
and for-profit organizations to sub-
mit bold, creative ideas that
address the barriers and challenges
to vaccinating young people. The
first phase of the challenge was a
two-day virtual “Idea-a-Thon”
held in February. 

Out of the 141 individuals from
48 different organizations that par-
ticipated, 16 teams were selected
to move on to the second phase,
where each team received a $5,000
grant and one month to research
their target audience and generate
a prototype.  

A diverse panel of reviewers,
including CHLA medical experts,
public health experts, digital health
and innovation industry experts,
and teenagers from the community
selected 10 teams to move on to
the final phase, in which each team
received a $20,000 grant and one
month to develop a pilot plan,
identify local organizations to part-
ner with and integrate their solu-
tions into their communities. In
April, the 10 teams presented their
pilot to the review panel, who
selected the winning teams.  

CHLA innovation challenge winners announced City updates Checkbook L.A. site 
Los Angeles City Controller

Ron Galperin on April 28
unveiled an updated, enhanced
version of the Checkbook L.A.
website, which allows the public
to review current and historical
data on how the city spends its
money on goods and services.  

Users can search by depart-
ment, vendor or item, and will
find data for 2022 and each fis-
cal year back through 2013.  

The latest upgrades to
Checkbook L.A. include new
visuals showing city spending
by fund, department and vendor;
improved search functionality;
and easy-to-download views of
the master dataset.  

Users can search for an item,
program, fund name or depart-
ment to pull up a summary of
related spending. To drill down
further, users can toggle
between snapshots by account,
vendor, department or category,
and they can click on the bar
chart to look into spending to a
greater extent. Expenditures are
also viewable in a checkbook
format, which provides transac-

tion-by-transaction detail. All of
the data is downloadable.  

The city of Los Angeles has
spent $7.25 billion so far in fis-
cal year 2022. Spending in 2021
was $10.33 billion, including
$250 million from the COVID-
19 Federal Relief Fund. 

City employee pensions are
the top expense category in
2022, accounting for nearly
20% ($1.5 billion) of all spend-
ing. 

The Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power has the
highest spending of all city
departments, making up nearly
15% of spending in 2022. Most
of the funding has gone to ener-
gy suppliers.  

Nearly $675 million has been
spent out of the city’s general
fund on goods and services in
2022, including $185 million by
the city’s General Services
Department, $86 million by the
Los Angeles Police Department
and $64 million by the city’s
Bureau of Street Services. 

For information, visit lacon-
troller.org/checkbookla. 

https://www.jvs-socal.org/program/wehoworks/
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Councilman Lester Friedman,
who is up for re-election alongside
Councilmen John Mirisch and
Robert Wunderlich, said the city
not only needs to hire more BHPD
officers, but it must hire the best
officers it can.  

“Part of it will be making sure
that we are competitive in the mar-
ketplace for new police officers,”
he said. “There is a deficit of offi-
cers who are coming into the mar-
ketplace, and we need to make sure
that we are at the forefront.” 

Friedman also lobbied for
improving the city’s health services
by expanding its nurse practitioner
program and hosting a health sum-
mit with local health providers to
ensure all residents have access to
health care.  

Small business owner Shiva
Gordon Bagheri said she is running
to “expose the corruption and drain
the swamp in Beverly Hills.” If
elected, she would use ordinances
to block measures like Prop. 47,
which altered the prosecution of
some misdemeanors and felonies.  

“There [has] to be ways that we
can go after these props that are
putting us in danger,” Bagheri said.  

Wunderlich praised the council’s
recent efforts to bolster the BHPD
and said he wants to continue that
momentum. He also hopes to con-
tinue improving the collaboration
between the city and the BHUSD. 

“I think that’s very important for
community generational diversity –
to provide additional reason for
young families to move here,”
Wunderlich added. 

Financial services manager
Robin Rowe said that hiring addi-
tional officers may not be the solu-
tion to the city’s crime problems.
He referenced a handful of cities
that have the same population as
Beverly Hills but less crime.  

“I’m not suggesting that anything
is wrong with our police,” Rowe
said. “I’m saying that hiring more
people is not the solution – that we
need to be more insightful.” 

Preparedness community coordi-
nator Vera Markowitz said the qual-

ity of policing in Beverly Hills must
improve. She said she also hopes to
increase the city’s water supply, as
it currently has a “half-day
reserve.” 

“One big fire – you’re going to
be turning on your taps and you’re
not going to have water,”
Markowitz said.  

Beverly Hills Public Works
Commissioner Sharona Nazarian
mentioned public safety as well.
She said she wants to bring in more
young recruits and use technology
to expedite the hiring process. 

“I also think that we really need
to do a better job of communicat-
ing with our community,” Nazarian
said. “If we want to be representa-
tion for our city, we need to allow
space for residents to understand
what’s going on and how to com-
municate with various aspects of
our community.” 

Andy Licht, chair of the Beverly
Hills Planning Commission, said
his two biggest priorities would be
quality of life and “safety over
development.” He wants to hire
more police officers without rais-
ing taxes or cutting services as
well.  

“We need sensible, sensible
development,” Licht said, adding
that he wants to be accessible to
residents. He then shared his cell
phone number. 

Mirisch said he would like to see
free preschool for residents of
Beverly Hills, and he wants to
facilitate more supportive afford-
able housing projects for seniors so
they can “age in place.” 

“We’ve all heard about safety,
and the first things that I’d advo-
cate – we’re already doing that
now,” he said. “We’re literally
doing all of the ideas and every-
thing that we’ve heard from every-
body else. And we’re doing that
more – we’re taking unprecedented
measures. There are no silver bul-
lets.” 

Business owner Kevin Kugley
did not attend the event. 

To view the forum, visit beverly-
hills.org/elections.  

Forum held in Beverly Hills
From page 1

AI predicts pancreatic cancer at Cedars-Sinai
An artificial intelligence tool

developed by Cedars-Sinai inves-
tigators accurately predicted who
would develop pancreatic cancer
based on what their CT scan
images looked like years prior to
being diagnosed with the disease.  

The findings, which may help
prevent death through early detec-
tion of one of the most challenging
cancers to treat, were published in
the journal, “Cancer Biomarkers.” 

“This AI tool was able to cap-
ture and quantify very subtle, early
signs of pancreatic ductal adeno-
carcinoma in CT scans years
before occurrence of the disease.
These are signs that the human eye
would never be able to discern,”
said Dr. Debiao Li, director of the
Biomedical Imaging Research
Institute, professor of biomedical
sciences and imaging at Cedars-
Sinai, and senior and correspond-
ing author of the study. 

Pancreatic ductal adenocarcino-
ma is not only the most common
type of pancreatic cancer, but it’s
also the deadliest. Less than 10%
of people diagnosed with the dis-
ease live more than five years after
being diagnosed or starting treat-
ment. But, recent studies have
reported that finding the cancer
early can increase survival rates by
as much as 50%. There currently is
no easy way to find pancreatic
cancer early, however. 

People with that type of cancer
may experience symptoms such as
general abdominal pain or unex-
plained weight loss, but the symp-
toms are often ignored or over-
looked as signs of the cancer, since
they are common in many health

conditions. 
“There are no unique symptoms

that can provide an early diagnosis
for pancreatic ductal adenocarci-
noma,” said Dr. Stephen J. Pandol,
director of basic and translational
pancreas research and program
director of the Gastroenterology
Fellowship Program at Cedars-
Sinai. He is also an author of the
study. 

The investigators reviewed elec-
tronic medical records to identify
people who were diagnosed with
the cancer within the last 15 years
and who underwent CT scans six
months to three years prior to their
diagnosis. The CT images were
considered normal at the time they
were taken. The team identified 36
patients who met the criteria, and
the majority of the patients had CT
scans done in the ER because of
abdominal pain. 

The AI tool was trained to ana-
lyze the pre-diagnostic CT images
from people with pancreatic can-
cer and compare them with CT
images from 36 people who didn’t
develop the cancer. The investiga-
tors reported that the model was
86% accurate in identifying people
who would eventually be found to
have pancreatic cancer.

The AI model picked up on vari-
ations on the surface of the pan-
creas between people with cancer
and healthy controls. The textural
differences could be the result of
molecular changes that occur dur-
ing the development of pancreatic
cancer.  

The investigators are currently
collecting data from thousands of
patients at healthcare sites
throughout the U.S. to continue to
study the AI tool’s prediction capa-
bility. 
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An artificial intelligence tool developed by Cedars-Sinai investigators
could eventually be used to detect early pancreatic cancer in people
undergoing CT scans for abdominal pain or other issues. 

Empire Property Group, a Los
Angeles-based real estate develop-
ment firm, has announced the com-
pletion of its latest project, Empire
at Fairfax, a 34-unit luxury bou-
tique residential apartment commu-
nity with ground-floor retail spaces.  

Located at 1001 N. Fairfax Ave.
in West Hollywood, the five-story
property is now in the leasing phase
with resident move-ins beginning
in May 2022. 

“Seeing the completion of a pro-
ject like Empire at Fairfax is always
exciting,” Empire Property Group
founder and managing partner
Craig Berberian said. 

Empire at Fairfax has one-level
of subterranean parking and at-
grade parking, multiple electric-
vehicle charging stations for resi-
dents and patrons of the retail
spaces and one-, two- and three-
bedroom luxury residential apart-
ment floor plans.  

The property features a rooftop
terrace with a plunge pool, loung-
ing and dining areas, an outdoor
kitchen and a covered cabana TV
lounge, as well as sweeping views
of the city and Hollywood
Hills.The property also includes a
tranquil outdoor courtyard, busi-
ness lounge, fitness center, a private

dog-run with pet washing/groom-
ing station, bike storage and a pack-
age locker for secure package pick-
up. In addition, Wi-Fi is available in
all common areas of the property. 

Each floor plan offers Italian-
designed kitchen cabinets, quartz
countertops, stainless steel appli-
ances, keyless access systems, Nest
thermostats, wide plank wood
floors, spa-inspired bathrooms with
walk-in showers, oversized walk-in
closets and washer/dryers. They
also feature floor-to-ceiling win-
dows, and many units have large
private balconies and terraces.   

For information, visit empireat-
fairfax.com.  

Empire at Fairfax project completed 
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the public comments section to
speak to the issue. Public safety
commissioner Nika Soon-Shiong
used the opportunity to double
down on her support for cutting
funding to the sheriff’s department,
highlighting how the funds could
be reallotted. 

“We could quadruple Block by
Block’s presence and have a secu-
rity ambassador in every single
corner of the city,” Soon-Shiong
said. 

Justice L.A. Coalition coordina-
tor Ambrose Brooks also spoke in
support of cutting $3.2 million
from the Sheriff’s Department. 

“It is clear the sheriff’s depart-
ment is not doing its job,” Brooks
said, adding that through the mis-
use of funds the department is
“defrauding the city of West
Hollywood.” 

But city officials were uniform
in their praise of Cook’s leadership.  

“I have enjoyed working with
Kristin Cook and appreciate her
years of service to the city,” Mayor
Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne said. “I
wish her an amazing journey and
best wishes and certainly under-
stand her need to be closer to fam-
ily.” 

“Kristin Cook has served the city
and communities of West
Hollywood for over 21 years,”
Councilman John Erickson said. “I
knew her when I started as an intern
for the city, and her dedication to
public service and public safety is
something I am grateful for. I wish
her all the best of luck in the future
and thank her for her service.” 

“I wish Kristin Cook the best in
this next step of her journey and
have enjoyed working with her,”

Soon-Shiong said. 
“It has been an honor working

with Kristin Cook on public safety
matters over the past five years,”
public safety commissioner Robert
Oliver said. “She has always been a
dependable resource on public safe-
ty matters. In her many years of ser-
vice to West Hollywood, Kristin
demonstrated her commitment to
the safety of our community.
Kristin will certainly be missed in
West Hollywood. Kristin’s years of
public safety experience and vast
institutional knowledge will be
difficult to replace, but I hope hir-
ing our next public safety director
will be our city’s top priority in the
weeks ahead.”

Cook’s resignation is effective
Friday, May 6. The city had no
comment on when her vacancy
would be filled. 

Cook resigns as WeHo public safety director
From page 1
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became a delegate agency of Los
Angeles County of Education
Head Start/Early Head Start.
Today, we operate seven early
education centers across Los
Angeles County serving children
6-weeks to 4years-old,” Berg
added. 

“The strength of Para Los Niños
combined with the strength of
LACOE allows us to provide high
quality services to the children
and families we serve,” Angela
Capone, vice president of early
childhood education, said.  

In attendance for Schiff’s tour
of the Hollywood facility were
Cynthia and Mauricio Ventura,
who have two children that have
benefitted from Para Los Niños
services. 

“It’s been great. The program
has really helped. From diapers to
food, gas cards, you name it. It’s
helped us a lot,” Cynthia Ventura
said. “It’s hard. During the day,
we’re working, [and] most of the
day they spend at school.” 

“It must be nice to have the
confidence when you drop your
child off that they’re being well-
looked-after and educated,”

Schiff said to Ventura. 
“It is our goal to start children

and families on a road to life-long
success,” Capone said. “By sup-
porting parents to embrace the
strengths and capacities they
already have, we hope they are
ready to meet the challenges that
lie ahead.” 

Berg expanded on the roles the
new funds will facilitate. 

“Mental health supports will
include family treatment and col-
lateral work with parents to better
support their children, as well as
individual treatment to those par-
ents who may require their own
services,” Berg said. “The occu-
pational therapist will also pro-
vide supports to those children
requiring additional help geared
toward meeting their sensory
needs both in the home and in the
classroom. The OT will further
support the classrooms with input
on creating a sensory-rich envi-
ronment with activities to meet
their sensory needs. Finally, the
child development specialist will
be trained in a specific social
emotional curriculum, conscious
discipline, that is used widely in

the Para Los Niños Early
Educational Centers. The spe-
cialist will provide education and
support with parents in imple-
menting and developing activities
that encourage caregiver-child
nurturing and attachment, devel-
opmentally appropriate play and
learning activities, as well as
ongoing group and family social-
ization activities.” 

Schiff-backed projects for the
28th District covering health,
housing, education and cultural
programs have received nearly $8
million through Congress’s 2022
federal government funding legis-
lation. 

On May 3, Schiff, alongside
U.S. Reps. John Larson (D-
Conn.), Jahana Hayes (D-Conn.),
Mark Takano (D-Calif.) and Sen.
Cory Booker (D-N.J.), also
announced legislation that would
boost teacher compensation and
diversify the teaching workforce. 

“There’s no greater investment
we can make in supporting chil-
dren and families than supporting
the teachers who dedicate their
lives to caring for and supporting
students,” Schiff said. 

Funding to benefit Para Los Niños centers
From page 1

Hollywood mourns Andrew Woolfolk 
Memorial flowers were placed on

the Hollywood Walk of Fame star
of Earth, Wind & Fire on April 28 to
honor saxophonist Andrew
Woolfolk, who died on April 24 at
the age of 71.  

According to the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame, Woolfolk’s “expres-
sive” saxophone playing was a key
contribution to the “boldly experi-
mental” sound of Earth, Wind &
Fire, a band that “forever changed
the face of rock and roll” by blend-
ing “thrilling” music with uplifting

messages of Black pride and unity.  
“I met him in High School, and

we quickly became friends and
band mates,” Earth, Wind & Fire
lead singer Philip J. Bailey posted
on Instragram. “Andrew Paul
Woolfolk was his name. We lost
him today, after being ill for over 6
years. He has Transitioned on to the
forever, from this Land of the dying
to the Land of the Living.”

Earth, Wind & Fire’s star is locat-
ed at 7080 Hollywood Blvd. It was
dedicated on Sept. 14, 1995. 

photo courtesy of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce 

http://www.vineamericanparty.com
https://melrosetradingpost.org
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RARE OFFERING OF THREE (3) CONTIGUOUS LOTS IN PRIME WEST HOLLYWOOD LOCATION SPECTACULAR MEDITERRANEAN VILLA SITUATED IN THE HEART OF THE BIRD STREETS

2022 N ALVARADO ST, SILVER LAKE | $2,750,000

©2022 Hilton & Hyland Real Estate, Inc. Broker does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information concerning the condition or features of property obtained from public records or other sources. Equal Housing Opportunity. DRE 01160681

310.278.3311 | HILTONHYLAND.COM

9274 WARBLER WAY, BIRD STREETS | $4,950,0008814-8825 HARRATT ST, WEST HOLLYWOOD | $5,150,000

PAUL SALAZAR, 310.387.1976STEVEN MEDINA, 310.270.1532
DRE 01763227DRE 01883878

8710 LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN AVE, HOLLYWOOD HILLS | $2,495,000

1604 SUNSET PLAZA DR, SUNSET STRIP | $3,200,000

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

INCOME OPPORTUNITY

612 GALER PL, GLENDALE | $1,759,000

NEW LISTING

MICHAEL LAMONTAGNA, 310.925.9826
DRE 01407095

GARY GOLD, 310.741.0505
DRE 00813554

FELIX PENA, 310.256.0770
DRE 01414250

BRETT LAWYER, 310.858.5402
DRE  00897489

https://www.hiltonhyland.com
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