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BH officers may get a raise Protests erupt in wake of Roe draft
n Pay increase could aid recruitment

By AAron Blevins
In an effort to attract additional
highly qualified and trained personnel, the city of Beverly Hills is considering offering police officers a
14% pay increase over the next
three years.
At the request of Mayor Lili
Bosse, the City Council on May 10
discussed potential pay increases
for sworn police officers who are
members of the Police Officers
Association and the Police

n WeHo, Beverly Hills

Management Association.
According to a staff report,
Beverly Hills Police Department
officers currently earn 10% less
than Beverly Hills Fire Department
firefighters. Although no final decision was made, the council is
scheduled to discuss the possible
pay increase again on May 24.
“As far as I’m concerned, this is
an urgent matter, and I’m looking
forward to further discussion and to
hear from the community – and
See BHPD page 21
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The Beverly Hills City Council will discuss the proposal again on May 24.

reaffirm their support
for women’s rights
By rAnce collins
Activists have continued to
organize since the Supreme
Court’s majority decision draft
opinion that would overturn Roe
v. Wade was leaked. On May 14 at
10 a.m. at Los Angeles City Hall,
Women’s March Los Angeles will
host the four-hour “Bans Off Our
Bodies” reproductive rights rally
along with U.S. Reps. Maxine
Waters (D-Torrance) and Karen
Bass (D-Los Angeles).
Emiliana Guereca, executive
director of the Women’s March
Foundation and co-founder of
Women’s March LA, said that
since the news broke about the
draft opinion the response from
the community has been overwhelming and included participation from unlikely allies.
“We are facing an access crisis,”
Guereca said. “Folks that have not
necessarily been on our side are
joining us, and whether they
believe in abortion or not, what
they truly believe is that, in the
United States, Roe v. Wade was
settled law. When we talk about
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Protesters participate in the Women’s March LA reproductive rights
rally in Los Angeles on October 12, 2021.

access to women for reproductive
health care to include abortion,
your voting preference should not
matter. We’re fighting for women
across the country to have the
same access as California women,
to have the same access as New
York women. And the fact that we
have regressed should alarm all of
us, and I think it is alarming all of
us.”
If the decision is made final,
many women across the country
would no longer have access to

abortion. Currently, only 16 states
and the District of Columbia have
laws protecting abortion rights if
Roe v. Wade is overturned,
according to the Guttmacher
Institute.
Guereca said Los Angeles has a
unique responsibility in the conversation, and the city has an
obligation to support citizens from
states that may soon ban abortion
rights.
“It is our duty to stand with

L.A.’s expansion of shelter
locations raises concerns Cedars-Sinai employees go on strike
By edwin folven
The Los Angeles City
Council’s Planning and Land Use
Management Committee voted
unanimously on May 10 to
advance a motion to the City
Council to consider expanding
locations where homeless shelters
can be placed.
The motion was authored by
Councilman Mike Bonin, 11th
District, and co-authored by

Councilmembers Nithya Raman,
4th District; Marqueece HarrisDawson, 8th District; and Bob
Blumenfield, 3rd District. It calls
for the Los Angeles Department
of City Planning to report to the
council on potential locations for
shelters and interim housing in
zones where they are not currently allowed. While the motion is
only an inquiry at this point, it
raised concerns that the council
See Motion page 22
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A building at the corner of Melrose Avenue and Alta Vista Boulevard
is being considered as a possible facility for homeless individuals.

See SCOTUS page 21

n Union, hospital

officials continue
labor negotiations
By AAron Blevins
Health care workers at CedarsSinai Medical Center followed
through on their threat to strike on
May 9, and representatives of their
union said the strike will continue
through May 13 unless a deal is
reached.
Members of Service Employees
International
Union-United
Healthcare Workers West are asking for pay increases and better
working conditions after the hospital system was fined almost
$100,000 by the California
Division of Occupational Safety
and Health last year.
“We’re overworked, and we’re
underpaid,” said Cedars-Sinai clinical partner Luz Oglesby, who is a
member of the SEIU-UHW bargaining team. “That’s why we’re
here.”
Cedars-Sinai officials said the
strike has not impacted the hospital
system’s patient care, and that supplemental staff has been hired to
maintain operations. In a statement,
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A union representing more than 2,000 employees at Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center is seeking a pay increase for its members.

Cedars-Sinai president and CEO
Tom Priselac said the union represents 14% of the hospital’s workers.
“For nearly two months, CedarsSinai Medical Center has negotiated in good faith with representatives of SEIU-UHW to reach a fair
and mutually-beneficial agreement
for employees represented by the
union,” he said. “We had hoped to
avoid a strike with contract offers
that would continue to reward our
represented employees with mar-

ket-leading pay – including substantial pay increases – for their
hard work, excellent performance
and dedication to the community.”
While on the strike line on May
10, Oglesby said union representatives and Cedars-Sinai officials
were working to find a resolution.
Although no agreement was
reached, the two sides were expected to meet again on May 11.
Priselac said Cedars-Sinai
See Cedars page 22
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BH recognizes local business

CALENDAR
Artist Pilar
Quinteros

Hammer Museum welcomes artist
Pilar Quinteros for a lecture on
Thursday, May 12, at 7:30 p.m.
Quinteros co-founded the MICH
Collective (International Museum
of Chile, 2010-19) and is part of the
art collective La Cumbia Mapache.
Her work has been exhibited internationally at film festivals, contemporary art biennials and triennials,
and in solo and group museum exhibitions. The event is co-presented
by the UCLA Department of Art.
Admission is free. 10899 Wilshire
Blvd. hammer.ucla.edu.
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The Beverly Hills City Council on May 10 honored andSons
Chocolatiers during its “60 Second Shout Out.” From left are Vice
Mayor Julian Gold, Mayor Lili Bosse, andSons owner Phil Covitz
and Councilmen Lester Friedman, John Mirisch and Robert
Wunderlich.
According to its website, andSons is a second-generation Beverly
Hills chocolatier that combines its European past with its Los
Angeles roots. The business is located at 9548 Brighton Way.

WeHo plans Senior Month activities

West Hollywood is holding activities to engage its population of
older adults during Senior Month,
which is celebrated every May.
West Hollywood’s ongoing efforts
to support and celebrate older adults
is part of its commitment to being
an aging-friendly city.
The West Hollywood Senior
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Advisory Board meeting will take
place virtually on Wednesday,
May 25, at 2 p.m., and issues of
importance to the older adult community will be discussed. Join the
Zoom meeting by visiting
zoom.us/j/98868172392 and using
the meeting ID: 988 6817 2392, or
listen by phone by calling
(669)900-6833. A livestream of the
meeting can also be watched on the
WeHoTV YouTube channel at
youtube.com/wehotv.
The
West
Hollywood
Comprehensive Services Center
will offer free virtual programming
in May. To register for the activities,
email Alex Pagan-Mejia at apagan-mejia@jfsls.org, or
call
(213)248-6595.
Other activities include “Jewish
Wagons West” on Tuesday, May 17
and 24, at 1 p.m., where viewers
can learn about the hazardous journey and experiences of Jewish
Americans as they migrated West.
The program will be presented by
award-winning journalist Andree
Aelion Brooks.
Join “For Your Health-Let's Talk
About Depression: Managing
Stress and Anxiety” on Tuesday,
May 10 and 17, at noon, presented
by Dr. Amit Parikh of OptumMission Hills.
“I am Not a Virus: Revisiting the
Perpetual Foreigner Stereotype in
the Time of COVID-19" will be
held on Wednesday, May 11, at 11
a.m. The virtual program and
museum visit will be presented by
the New York Museum of Chinese
Art.
Older adults are also encouraged
to join “Seniors In Action:
Community + Connection +
Conversation” on Tuesday, May
24, at 1 p.m. The program will
include activities that provide
engaging opportunities for participants to learn something new, contribute their talents and experience,
and deepen their connection to the
West Hollywood community.
Community members ages 50plus are also encouraged to enjoy
the many virtual and in-person programs and services offered by Los
Angeles LGBT Center Senior
Services Department. For information and a schedule of events, visit
lalgbtcenter.org/social-service-andhousing/senior/newsletter.

Beverly Hills
Chamber

The Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce is holding its May
Networking Breakfast on Friday,
May 13, from 8:30-10 a.m. at Nua at
The Crescent Hotel. Join chamber
members, local professionals and
community leaders to collaborate,
build business and learn about
events in Beverly Hills. Admission
is $30 for members, $45 for nonmembers. Registration is requested
by 3 p.m. on May 12. 403 N.
Crescent Drive. members.beverlyhillschamber.com.

‘Mama Mama
Can’t You See’

Enjoy “Mama Mama Can’t You
See,” a production co-written by
Cecilia Fairchild and former U.S.
Marine Stan Mayer running from
Friday, May 13, through Sunday,
May 29, at the Other Space Theater.
The play is a metaphysical journey
in which the experience of modern
war becomes a shared identity
among four Marines in Iraq and four
sex workers from the American
Civil War who
find themselves
crossing paths
in the space
between life
and
death.
Showtimes are
8 p.m., Friday
and Saturday, 2
and 7 p.m., Sunday. Tickets are $30.
916
N.
Formosa
Ave.
coinandghost.org/mama.

‘Deep Tasting’

Explore the connection between
music and coffee at “Deep Tasting,”
a unique sensory experience hosted
by Minor Figures on Saturday, May
14, from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. at In

Sheep’s Clothing on Fairfax
Avenue. The event will be a journey
through origin stories, with Metric
coffee and Minor Figures oat milk,
and music pairings curated by Tana
Yanas. Sessions will be held every
30 minutes, highlighting coffees of
different origins. Tickets are $22.66.
436 N. Fairfax Ave. dice.fm.

Culinary History

Join Culinary Historians of
Southern California and author
Laura Shapiro for a free lecture
titled “What She Ate and Why I
Wrote About It: Women, Food, and
Biography” on Saturday, May 14,
10:30 a.m., via
Zoom. Shapiro
was a columnist
at the Real
Paper in Boston
before spending
16 years with
Newsweek, covering
food,
women’s issues and the arts. “What
She Ate” focuses on the lives of six
women – Dorothy Wordsworth,
Rosa Lewis, Eleanor Roosevelt, Eva
Braun, Barbara Pym and Helen
Gurley Brown – and tells their stories while focusing on food.
Admission is free but registration is
required. eventbrite.com/e/culinaryprogram-laura-shapiro-what-sheate-and-why-i-wrote-about-it-tickets-331981033207.

Verdi Chorus

The Verdi Chorus kicks off its 39th
season with its
spring concert
“Hélas
mon
Coeur”
on
Saturday, May
14, at 7:30
p.m.,
and
Sunday, May
15, at 2 p.m. at
the First Presbyterian Church in
Santa Monica. The concert is dedicated to the memory of Verdi
Chorus patriarch maestro Aurelio
De La Vega. It features selections
from two Verdi operas – “Ernani”
and “Macbeth” – as well as
Beethoven’s
“Fidelio”
and
sequences from Ponchielli’s “La
Gioconda” and Giordano’s “Andrea
Chénier.” The concert also includes
selections from Offenbach’s “The
Tales of Hoffmann.” Tickets are
$30. 1220 Second St., Santa
Monica. verdichorus.org.

Los Angeles
Filmforum

Los Angeles Filmforum and Armory
Center for the Arts present “How We

City offers relief on unpaid bills

The Los Angeles City Council
approved a program on May 6 that
will pay for a portion of trash pickup debt for qualifying low-income
Angelenos who were unable to pay
bills in 2020-21 as a result of the
pandemic.
“Although we are in a much better place now as a city, families are
still hurting from the pandemic,”
said Los Angeles City Council
President Nury Martinez, 6th
District. “These funds are coming
to Angelenos at a crucial time when
so many communities are focused
on finding financial stability.”
The approved report allocates
funding to the Bureau of Sanitation
to provide utility relief to residents
who experienced financial hardship
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
According to a report from the
city’s chief legislative analyst,
23,101 accounts with a total of

$7.95 million in debt qualify for the
newly allocated funds. The relief
funds will be automatically applied
to customers’ LADWP bills and
will not require any action on customers’ behalf. The credit will be
applied in late June or early July.
“Even as we put the worst of the
pandemic behind us, many
Angelenos continue to struggle
financially,” said Council President
Pro Tempore Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District. This latest round of assistance is a continuation of our
COVID relief efforts – the strongest
in the nation – furthering our work
to protect and uplift Los Angeles’
most vulnerable households.”
Of the $10 million allocated on
May 6, an initial transfer of $8 million will meet the needs of the qualifying low-income residents who
accrued trash pickup debt from
March 4, 2020, to June 15, 2021.

Are in Time and Space: Films and
Videos by Nancy Buchanan, Marcia
Hafif, Babsi Loisch and Jennifer
West” running from Saturday, May 14,
through Sunday, May 29. Michael
Ned Holte will moderate an online
conversation with Buchanan, Loisch,
Smith and West on Saturday May 21,
at 1 p.m. The films are free to view at
watch.eventive.org/howweare/play/62
73601636ab4a02969df91f. To RSVP
for
the
conversation,
visit
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/W
N_-zuyTKSFTby3A3yYWUgx6g.

Auntie Sewing
Squad

The Skirball Cultural Center is
holding “Kristina Wong and the
Auntie Sewing Squad,” a panel discussion on Sunday, May 15, at 2
p.m. In March 2020, activist and
comedian Wong started the Auntie
Sewing Squad. Mostly led by
women of color, the “aunties” made
masks for first responders, farmworkers, incarcerated people and
communities in need. To celebrate
the recent release of “The Auntie
Sewing Squad Guide to Mask
Making, Radical Care and Racial
Justice,” UCLA Professor of Asian
American Studies Grace Kyungwon
Hong will moderate a discussion
with Wong and fellow sewing squad
members about how the grassroots
social justice mission filled a critical
gap in care across the country.
General admission is $18. 2701 N.
Sepulveda Blvd. (310)440-4500,
skirball.org.

‘The Italian in Me’

Enjoy “The Italian in Me,” a comedy running on Saturday, May 21, at
8 p.m., and Sunday, May 22, at 2
p.m. at Theatre West. The production is written, produced and performed by Dina Morrone. In “The
Italian in Me,” an aspiring actress
from
Canada
upends her life
by moving to
Italy
with
grandiose dreams
of working in
Italian cinema.
Once in Rome,
she quickly discovers that things are not quite as
romantic as she imagined. When all
hope seems lost, she meets the legendary Federico Fellini at Cinecitta
Studios for what turns out to be a
very illuminating encounter, but
will it be the “dolce vita” she was
searching for? Advance tickets are
$35; $40 at the door. 3333
Cahuenga Blvd. West. (323)8517977, theatrewest.org.

The remaining $2 million will be
used the following fiscal year,
allowing the council to continue
offering relief and cover debt
accrued during the Omicron wave
of the pandemic.
“We are grateful for the efforts by
Council President Nury Martinez
and the entire City Council for once
again helping L.A.’s utility customers catch up on their overdue
utility bills,” LADWP General
Manager and Chief Engineer
Martin Adams said. “We understand that many customers were hit
hard during the COVID-19 pandemic and these funds will go a
long way toward providing much
needed relief to thousands of customers.”
In addition to funds allocated by
the council, the city has received
$59.7 million for utility relief to
address sewage debts for 74,729
residential and 5,220 commercial
customers. For information, visit
ladwp.com.
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Alley restrictions may change Hearing date set for Roxbury house
n Beverly Hills could

ease regulations to
improve public safety
By aaron Blevins
With public safety at the forefront of many residents’ minds, the
city of Beverly Hills has received
many requests in recent months to
increase the height of walls, fences
and hedges in rear alleys at residences throughout the city.
The Beverly Hills City Council
on May 10 discussed the possibility
of altering those height limits,
which vary throughout the city. For
example, for single-family homes
in the Trousdale Estates area, the
maximum height in a rear yard is
eight feet. On the hillside, the maximum height is seven feet, unless
the wall or fence is closer to the
property line.
Restrictions for front and side
yards vary depending on their location in the city as well.
The council directed the Beverly
Hills Planning Commission to analyze the proposal, which the council
will discuss further at a later date.
“This is something that we
should do immediately, and I would
say the first step is the alleys, and
then we can look at the other elements, which will be a longer conversation and which will definitely
require [the Beverly Hills Police
Department’s] perspective,” Mayor
Lili Bosse said.
Initiated by Councilman John
Mirisch, the proposal was tailored
to alter alleyways. However,

Councilman Robert Wunderlich
suggested that the council not
restrict the possible alterations to
only alleys.
“My concern there is that’s opening a can of worms,” Mirisch said.
“It’s a much more complicated,
bigger discussion. I’d much prefer
that [the planning commission discuss] this. If we then want to have a
discussion about [expanding it]
separately, that’s fine.”
He said simplifying the proposal
could expedite the approval
process. Councilman Lester
Friedman agreed.
“I think it’s a good idea [to have]
both discussions, but I do think
they should be separated, and we
should move forward,” Friedman
said.
According to a staff report, possible changes to height limits
could have implications as far as
“aesthetics, neighborhood compatibility and the open feeling of the
community.” Mirisch said those
concerns would be less of a problem if the council considered alterations to alleys only.
“In general, we want to keep the
garden-like quality of the city,” he
said. “We don’t want to make it
seem like our homes are prisons, if
you will. To me, this is low-hanging fruit, and that’s why I would
like to fast-track it.”
Mirisch also suggested that the
city withdraw code violations
issued to residents who have
exceeded the height restrictions.
Vice Mayor Julian Gold said he
believes that residents feel more
secure when the front of their

By rance collins
The fate of 1001 N. Roxbury
Dr. was brought up again, albeit
briefly, at the May 10 Beverly
Hills City Council meeting. Ryan
Gohlich, the city’s director of
community
development,
announced that a hearing had
been set for June 21 to reconsider
the certificate of ineligibility that
was issued to the property on
March 15. The certificate effectively decreed the house, built in
1942 by architect Carlton L.
Burgess, historically and culturally insignificant, paving the way
for its new owner, StubHub
founder Eric Baker, to demolish
it.
Public outcry led to an hourslong discussion at the April 12
City Council meeting, with the
council ultimately deciding to
reconsider the certificate. The initial certificate had been issued due
to the building failing to meet the
city’s benchmarks for cultural
designation, specifically a prerequisite requiring significant feature
stories in architectural publications.
Baker’s team responded to the
council’s actions, stating that its
decision was outside of its legal
purview.
homes are protected.
“If you want to do it in two
steps, that’s fine,” he said. “But, I
would very much support doing
both.”
Bosse said the Beverly Hills
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The house at 1001 N. Roxbury Drive could be demolished if the property’s new owner gets permission from the city.

“The council has received correspondence from the property
owner’s legal counsel regarding
assertions that the council cannot
conduct a call up hearing of this
matter because of some timeline
set forth in the municipal code,”
Gohlich said. “That is something
that’s currently under review by
Police Department officers had
differing opinions on whether
changes to the height limits would
increase public safety. At one
point, the general consensus was
that increased visibility was safer,

the city attorney’s office. And so,
I want to be clear the purpose of
[this] discussion is simply to set
the hearing. We will further
review the claims from the legal
counsel and if a hearing is able to
move forward, we can come forward at whatever date. If not, we
will notify the council.”
she said.
“I think there’s a lot more to the
conversation,” Bosse said, adding
that she wanted the proposal on the
planning commission’s agenda as
soon as possible.
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Suspects in Rolls Royce wanted for robbery Feuer reaches settlement in
lawsuit involving TurboTax
By edwin folven

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department investigators are
searching for a group of four to six
male suspects who robbed a man
and a woman of luxury watches in
West Hollywood on May 8 and used
a Rolls Royce as their getaway car.
The robbery occurred at approximately 12:50 p.m. as the victims
were seated in a vehicle in a parking
lot for the Classic Cat restaurant,
8830 Sunset Blvd. Lt. Bill Moulder,
with the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
station, said the victims argued with
each other prior to the robbery and
allegedly caused a disturbance. A
caller reported a possibly battery
that occurred between the victims,
he added.
Before deputies arrived, a black
Rolls Royce pulled up in the parking lot and four to six men got out,
Moulder said. They approached the
victims and forcibly stole a Rolex
watch valued at $18,000 and a
Michael Kors watch valued at
$1,000. The assailants then got back
in the Rolls Royce and fled on
Sunset Boulevard toward Larrabee
Street, where the car went out of
view.
“There was some altercation in
the parking lot that occurred, some
disagreement between the victims,
and then the robbery,” Moulder
said. “It is unusual.”
The lieutenant said both victims
appeared to be under the influence
of alcohol and they were initially
uncooperative with deputies. He did
not know if they had been in the
restaurant. One of the victims sus-
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The suspects’ vehicle was last seen on Sunset Boulevard heading
toward Larrabee Street.

tained minor injuries during the robbery, Moulder added.
The suspects were only described
as Black male adults wearing dark
clothing. Moulder said the robbery
fits the pattern of similar recent incidents in which victims wearing
expensive watches and jewelry
were robbed. Authorities believe
multiple gangs from Los Angeles
are responsible for the robberies. In
some cases, the suspects have driven luxury vehicles and followed
victims home from restaurants and
nightclubs.
“That’s been happening for a
while. We haven’t seen a Rolls
Royce yet, but a lot of the perpetrators have been in expensive vehicles,” Moulder added. “The detectives are looking for cameras to see
if they can see the license plate or

Forfeiture of Holmby Hills mansion
sought in federal bribery case

The U.S. Department of Justice is
seeking the forfeiture of a more than
30,000-square-foot mansion in the
Holmby Hills, pursuant to a civil forfeiture complaint that alleges the residence was purchased with bribes
paid by an Armenian businessman to
the family of Gagik Khachatryan, a
former high-ranking Armenian public official.
Khachatryan, 66, who was known
as the “super minister” because of his
significant responsibilities, served as
chairman of the State Revenue
Committee of the Republic of
Armenia from 2008 to 2014 and as
minister of finance for the Republic
of Armenia from 2014 to 2016,
authorities said. In the criminal complaint, which was filed on May 2 in
federal court in Los Angeles, authorities allege that businessman Sedrak
Arustamyan paid Khachatryan and
his family more than $20 million in
bribes in exchange for favorable tax
treatment of his businesses. The
bribe payments allegedly were used
to purchase the Holmby Hills property, which was recently listed for sale

for $63.5 million.
Khachatryan and his sons are
charged in the Republic of Armenia
with allegedly receiving bribes.
Criminal charges are also pending in
Armenia against Arustamyan for
allegedly paying bribes.
The case was investigated by the
FBI’s Eurasian Organized Crime
Task Force and the United States
Marshals Service. The Republic of
Armenia’s Prosecutor General’s
Office and National Security Service
provided assistance.
The Kleptocracy Asset Recovery
Initiative is led by a team of prosecutors who work in partnership with
federal law enforcement agencies on
the forfeiture of proceeds of foreign
corruption. In 2015, the FBI formed
International Corruption Squads
across the country to address national
and
international
corruption.
Individuals with information about
possible proceeds of foreign corruption and money laundered through
the United States should email to
kleptocracy@usdoj.gov, or visit
tips.fbi.gov.

Tips needed to solve hit-and-run

Detectives from the Los Angeles
Police Department’s West Traffic
Division are asking for the public’s
help in identifying a driver responsible for a fatal hit-and-run collision
on May 5.
Police said a white sedan was
traveling southbound on Vermont
Avenue near Pico Boulevard at
approximately around 10:10 p.m.
when the driver collided with a
pedestrian who was running west-

bound across the street. The collision threw the pedestrian onto the
roadway, where he was struck by a
Metro bus traveling southbound on
Vermont Avenue. The pedestrian
died at the scene.
Investigators had no further
information about the suspect’s
vehicle. Anyone with information
is urged to contact West Traffic
Division detectives at (213)4730234.

anything that can help them track it
down.”
Moulder said in some cases, suspects rent the vehicles they use during crimes, and if a license plate
number is identified, authorities
could potentially work with rental
companies to determine who rented
the vehicles. However, sometimes
the vehicles are rented online from
private parties and are difficult to
track.
Authorities with the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station also
ask that witnesses or anyone with
information about the robbery call
(310)855-8850. Anonymous tips
can be made to Crime Stoppers by
calling (800)222-TIPS, texting
TIPLA plus the information tip to
274637, and visiting crimestoppers.org.

Almost three years since filing
the first government lawsuit
against Intuit Inc., the maker of
TurboTax, Los Angeles City
Attorney Mike Feuer announced a
$141 million national settlement
on May 4 that includes more than
$11 million for over 370,000 customers throughout California.
Feuer filed the original lawsuit
alleging unfair and deceptive practices in connection with Intuit’s
allegedly free online tax preparation services for low-income filers.
“We stood up for taxpayers who
should never have been misled
into paying for tax services they
were entitled to get for free. But
that’s what we allege happened
here,” Feuer said. “Hundreds of
thousands of customers now will
get money back, and the practices
we alleged at Intuit won’t be able
to continue. That’s why we
brought our case in the first place.”
Since 2002, Intuit and a consortium of electronic tax filing companies have promised to provide a
free version of their online tax
preparation products to lowincome individuals in exchange
for the IRS’s commitment to not
compete with the consortium in
providing free\online tax return
preparation and filing services.
According to the lawsuit, only a
fraction of eligible taxpayers actually benefit from the IRS and private industry’s Free File agreement. The lawsuit alleged that the
very low participation rate was

attributable, at least in part, to
Intuit’s deliberate efforts to hide
the availability of their Free File
products.
From 2007-21, Intuit offered
two free products through
TurboTax – one arising from a
public-private partnership with the
IRS and the other a commercial
product – creating confusion from
which Intuit profited, Feuer
alleged. Intuit’s Freedom Edition,
also called the IRS Free File
Program, allowed anyone with an
adjusted gross income of $36,000
or less, was eligible for the Earned
Income Tax Credit or was on
active military duty and had an
adjusted gross income of $69,000
or less to use the free product to
prepare and file their taxes.
In 2007, Intuit launched its own
free commercial product – also
named Free Edition, Feuer added.
The product is free, however, only
for “simple” returns, which Intuit
defines as having no schedules,
forms or other “complications.”
Many taxpayers who began the filing process using the Free Edition
were informed later in the process,
after spending hours filling out
their information, that they need to
pay $59.99, and in some cases
more than $200, because their
returns are not considered “simple,” regardless of their income
and the fact that they qualified for
the IRS Free File product.
For information, visit lacityattorney.org.
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Jury still out on Willoughby traffic measures
By edwin folven
A roundabout, curb extensions
and traffic diverter have been
installed on Willoughby Avenue in
the Melrose District in an effort to
determine the best ways to make the
residential neighborhood safer by
preventing cut-through traffic.
The street fixtures were installed
in late April on a stretch of
Willoughby east of Fairfax Avenue
and will be in place through early
August. The project is a joint collaboration between the city of West
Hollywood,
Los
Angeles
Department of Transportation and
the office of Los Angeles City
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District. The Los Angeles-West
Hollywood border runs down the
middle of Willoughby Avenue in the
area.
West Hollywood senior trans-

portation planner Bob Cheung said
residents have long complained
about cut-through traffic on
Willoughby Avenue, which runs
east and west parallel to Santa
Monica Boulevard, which is two
blocks north, and Melrose Avenue,
which is two blocks south. He said
studies have shown traffic volume
on Willoughby Avenue is double
that of Waring Avenue, which is one
block south. Cheung added that
studies of GPS tracking data from
drivers’ phones shows a large number of people using Willoughby
Avenue on commutes between the
San Fernando Valley and neighborhoods in the Miracle Mile and MidCity areas.
”They are using residential streets
to cut through,” Cheung said. “We
know from cell phone data where
they are coming from and where
they are going to.”

County presents Parks at Sunset
Los Angeles County Parks and
Recreation is inviting residents to
fuel their souls by attending a free,
drop-in activity during sunset at an
L.A. County park near them.
Hosted by the department, Parks
at Sunset features a variety of family-friendly experiences – from
meditation and yoga to dance jams
and canvas painting.
Green spaces, physical activity
and social connections play a
powerful role in health, fitness and
overall wellbeing. Even the simple
act of taking in a sunset can have a
positive impact on mental health,
according to the department.

Residents are invited to pick an
evening in May and enjoy the
healing benefits of being part of an
outdoor activity with friends, family or by themselves while taking
in a breathtaking sunset.
In addition, the department is
offering a robust line-up of free
programs available to the residents
of L.A. County. From exploring
gardens and nature nights to sports
leagues, teen programs and recreation classes of all types and for all
ages, there is something for residents of all ages.
For
information,
visit
parks.lacounty.gov.

Cheung said drivers use residential streets like Willoughby Avenue
to circumvent traffic on larger
streets such as Santa Monica
Boulevard and Melrose Avenue.
The goal of the traffic calming measures is to make it less desirable to
use the smaller residential street to
travel east or west.
The new streetscape elements on
Willoughby Avenue include a traffic
diverter at Ogden Drive, which
includes a stop sign and a sign indicating only right turns are permitted.
The curb extensions are located at
Willoughby and Spaulding avenues,
and the roundabout is at Willoughby
and Curson avenues. Both of those
intersections are also controlled by
four-way stop signs.
The traffic diverter at Ogden
Drive has achieved mixed results,
Cheung conceded. Many motorists
have been driving around the sign in
the middle of the street indicating
they are supposed to turn left, and
keep going straight. During a 10minute period on the evening of
May 9, only one out of 24 cars made
a right turn, while the other drivers
disobeyed the sign and continued
eastbound. The blatant flaunting of
traffic laws has caused concern
among some people who live in the
neighborhood.
“They are diverting around the
diversion and it’s causing a safety
issue,” said Peter Nichols, cofounder of Melrose Action. “This is
a very active neighborhood. There
are families with kids, people walking their dogs, people taking a stroll
and riding bicycles, and this is an
accident waiting to happen. I am a
proponent of slowing down the roll

photo by Edwin Folven

Motorists have been ignoring a right turn-only sign at Willoughby Avenue
and Ogden Drive, driving around it and continuing eastbound.

of people, because they are in too
much of a hurry. But every action
seeds reaction. Those who turn right
and still want to go east just turn
onto Waring, and it just diverts traffic onto a different residential
street.”
Cheung said West Hollywood
transportation officials will work
with the LADOT to address the
issue of people disobeying the right
turn-only sign, and possible solutions include citations. However, he
said the point is not to cite and punish people, but to educate drivers
and change their behavior.
“The fact that people are ignoring
this and driving around it really
shows how people take Willoughby
to heart as a cut-through street,” he
added. “We will work with the city
of L.A. to see how we want to move
to the next phase.”
LADOT spokesman Colin
Sweeney said traffic diverters are a
relatively new method of reducing
traffic on residential streets, and he
confirmed that the measures in

Please join us as we launch the NEXT Business with Bosse events this month! This
new initiative was created by Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse to put a spotlight on
local businesses and just how special they are!
The community is invited to meet at each showcased business and enjoy a sampling
of what makes our Beverly Hills businesses so special.
For more information and to view upcoming events, visit
beverlyhills.org/businesswithbosse
Questions? Email us at businesswithbosse@beverlyhills.org

Two NEW locations this month and NEW times!
Thursday, May 19,
2022

Monday, May 23,
2022

Drop by between
9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Drop in between
12 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Chaumont Bakery
and Chaumont Vegan

Alfred Coffee
Beverly Hills

143 & 145 S Beverly Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

490 N Beverly Drive

(small bites will be available)

Beverly Hills, CA 90210
(small sample beverages will be available)

place on Willoughby Avenue may
be moved to other locations or
removed entirely if they are found
to be ineffective or problematic.
“This is one of those interventions where we put in the treatment,
observe its effect and make a decision from there,” he said.
The traffic calming measures are
part of West Hollywood Pedestrian
and Bicycle Mobility Plan. Cheung
stressed that the measures are temporary, and the city wants input
from residents and motorists.
People can submit comments by
visiting
weho.org/city-government/city-departments/planningand-development-services/longrange-planning/mobility-planning/willoughby-vista-gardnerstreet-design-project. Virtual workshops on the project are also
planned on June 7 from 5:30-7 p.m.,
and June 11, from 9:30-11 a.m.
Links to the meetings will be added
soon to the city’s website. People
can also email comments to Cheung
at bcheung@weho.org.

It’s time to
be together
again &
have fun
as a
community
while
supporting
our local
businesses.
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L.A. calls for water use reductions amid drought Motions to benefit environment
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
announced on May 10 that the Los
Angeles Department of Water and
Power is moving to phase three of
its emergency water conservation
plan, which requires all LADWP
customers to reduce the number of
outdoor watering days from three to
two per week. The transition, which
requires City Council approval, will
go into effect on June 1.
“Los Angeles didn’t just become
one of the most water efficient
cities in the world overnight – but
regardless of how much we’ve
already done, [this] is about recognizing how much further we have
to go,” Garcetti said. “While the
reduction in outdoor watering is
important, it’s just one piece of our
larger conservation effort, so if we
want our children and grandchildren to be able to turn to the tap
with confidence, we need to double
down on the solutions that have
made conservation a way of life in
L.A.”
For all LADWP customers with
street addresses ending in odd numbers, watering will be limited to
Monday and Friday. For customers
with addresses ending in even numbers, watering will be limited to
Thursday and Sunday. The changes
are in addition to existing watering
restrictions, which limit customers
watering with regular sprinklers to
eight minutes at a time, and those
watering with sprinklers with water
conserving nozzles to 15 minutes at
a time. Watering between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. is prohibited on all days.
In June, the LADWP plans to
launch an outreach and education
campaign to help spread awareness

(photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons)

LADWP customers are urged to reduce water usage, as supplies remain
low despite heavy rain in December.

about the changes. The department
is also planning to increase the
number of water conservation
response units, which will deploy
teams to provide warnings and
issue citations to customers who are
repeatedly non-compliant with regulations.
Irrigation currently makes up
35% of the LADWP’s total water
use. Garcetti highlighted the nearly
20 water rebates offered by the
LADWP. The rebates include $3
per square foot rebate for turf
replacement for up to 5,000 square
feet per project for residential and
commercial customers, $500 for
high-efficiency clothes washers,
$250 for high-efficiency toilets,
$500 for zero- and ultra-low water
urinals, and $6 for rotating sprinkler nozzles. The LADWP has allocated $5 million for discounts on

real-time water use monitoring
devices. The utility is also offering
free bathroom and kitchen faucet
aerators, and free high-efficiency
showerheads.
The LADWP has also set aside
up to $2 million for the Technical
Assistance Program, which incentivizes large conservation projects
for commercial and industrial customers. The amount allocated to the
program was increased from
$250,000 earlier this year.
The LADWP is also asking customers to reduce their per person
use by seven gallons per day, which
is the equivalent of reducing showering by four minutes, or shutting
the faucet off during a two-minute
tooth brushing cycle and fiveminute shaving cycle.
For
information,
visit
ladwp.com.

Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, introduced two motions on May 6 to
make a transformative impact on
the environment. The motions call
for modernizing the city’s power
grid, ending the use of fossil fuels
at all city sites and facilities, and
ending the city’s purchase and use
of gas- or fossil fuel-based equipment, appliances and vehicles.
One motion directs the
LADWP to report on what is
needed to modernize and upgrade
major portions of the city’s power
grid infrastructure to ensure usage
of sustainable energy methods
including electrification, distributed energy resources, energy
storage and micro-grids. The
motion also calls for numerous

departments to prepare for all city
buildings and facilities to be fully
electrified and decarbonized, as
well as the creation of a new, citywide master memorandum of
understanding related to full electrification for all city departments.
Another motion instructs city
departments to report on a plan
and timeline to end all gas-powered vehicle, building appliance
and equipment usage and purchases; identify fully decarbonized
locations, facilities or parks; and
create a plan to electrify and
decarbonize all concessionaire
partnerships utilized by LADWP,
the Port of Los Angeles and the
Department of Recreation and
Parks.
For information, visit cd13.lacity.org.

Councilmen request drought reports
Los Angeles City Councilmen
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, and
Paul Koretz, 5th District, introduced a motion on May 6 requesting drought emergency reports from
the Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power and the
Metropolitan Water District.
The reports will focus on current
and projected water supplies,
impacts on the city’s hydroelectric
resources and implications for the
city in meeting its 100% renewable
energy goals. The city will also consider impacts to LADWP ratepayers, voluntary and mandatory
options to conserve water and an
overall outlook of the region’s
planned large-scale recycled water

projects, including the Operation:
NEXT plan for the Hyperion Water
Reclamation Plant.
The motion calls for local water
resilience strategies to meet the
growing drought emergency,
including the implementation of
water conservation, water recycling
and
watershed
management
approaches like stormwater capture
and reuse, groundwater remediation, use of native plants for landscaping and turf removal programs.
Operation: NEXT is a plan to
achieve L.A.’s goal of recycling
100% of available purified wastewater from the Hyperion plant by
2035, creating a new and sustainable water source for Los Angeles.
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West Hollywood City Hall is back in business
By rance collins
West Hollywood City Hall is back
open to the public. While the building had been available for some limited services since July 2021, May 9
marked the first day in over two
years that members of the general
public could walk in without an
appointment.
“It wasn’t until recently that we
felt it was safe to allow the public
access to City Hall without an
appointment,” City Manager David
Wilson said. “It’s wonderful to be
able to welcome community members to City Hall again on a walk-in
basis.”
Following the outbreak of
COVID-19, the city of West
Hollywood became a fully-remote
operation, with city staff and committee members working from
home and handling business through
phone calls, emails and Zoom meetings.
The reopening of City Hall follows the return to in-person meetings. The City Council met for its
first in-person session on April 4.
“Being responsive across all areas
of the city from public safety to
building and safety, and from human
services to constituent services has
always been our promise and our
goal,” Councilman John D’Amico
said. “Opening City Hall helps to
make that promise real and achieving that goal more possible.”
“Our residents and community
members have been asking us to
open up for months,” Mayor Pro
Tempore Sepi Shyne said. “I have
been a vocal supporter of us going
back to in-person meetings as well
as the reopening of City Hall, guided
by reasonable steps to ensure public
safety and well-being. I am excited
that we have taken this step back to
normalcy and fully support it.
“I am very pleased that City Hall
has opened its doors, although we
were able to get work done remotely, fairly effectively,” Mayor Lauren
Meister said. “I think residents, businesses and staff are ready and excited for this step back towards normalcy. Soon commissions and
boards will be meeting in person as
well.
“This moment where you can
come in without an appointment is

Notable Quotes
“There are those that say I’m
impatient, impetuous, uppity,
rude, profane, brash and
overbearing … but whatever I
am – and this ought to be made
very clear at the outset – I am a
very serious woman.”
Bella Abzug
1920-1998
Excerpt from “Bella!”
1972

This Saturday, a coalition of
abortion rights organizations
will demonstrate across the
United States on a day of
national action. The “Bans Off
Our Bodies” march begins in
Washington D.C. on the
National Mall and will be held
locally in front of Los Angeles
City Hall.
*source: Bartlett’s Familiar
Quotations

great,” Councilman John Erickson
said. “Not only for me as a new
council member who hasn’t been
able to just walk in City Hall the way
I’m accustomed to or when I worked
there as an intern, but it’s also really
important because it signals hopefully an ongoing shift in the fight
against COVID-19.”
While city officials celebrated the
building’s official return, Meister
cautioned that the ever-changing
nature of the pandemic means the
public should continue to be careful.
“I would suggest that people
remain cautious, social distance,
wear masks in crowded indoor
spaces, and get vaccinated and
boosted,” Meister said.

“We’re still encouraging people to
use the city’s website to book an
advance appointment if they know
they’ll be coming into City Hall.
This allows for reduced wait times
and increased efficiency,” Wilson
said.
“The fact that you can now go up,
get your parking passes or pay a
parking ticket if you need to or make
sure that you’re getting access to city
services without doing email or setting up a meeting in some way via
technology that you may or may not
have access to is just one other way
that West Hollywood is continuing
to make sure we are there for our
residents and our businesses,”
Erickson said.

photo by Rance Collins

The breezeway between West Hollywood City Hall and its public parking
garage was buzzing with activity on May 10.
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‘Hacks’ tour bus promotes season premiere

By Rance collins

For its second season, the main
characters on “Hacks,” Deborah
Vance (Jean Smart) and Ava
Daniels (Hannah Einbinder), will
be hitting the road as Vance, a legendary comic, plays venues across
the country. Filmed primarily at
Paramount Studios in Los Angeles,
the series’ second season premieres
May 12 on HBOMax. To help promote the show, a Deborah Vance
tour bus has popped up all over
L.A. this week.
“We’re giving away some free
swag,” said Julia Galvin, director of
marketing at the Syndicate, a marketing and production agency that
put together the promotion. “We’ve
got Deborah Vance tour T-shirts,
we’ve got ‘Hacks’ hats, we’ve got
Deborah’s own Diet Coke machine
that is on her bus that we’ve
brought here and also a little photo

moment here where you can take a
picture and put yourself in the key
art.”
Galvin is referring to the backdrop used in billboard advertisements for the show that can be seen
all over the city.
The bus set up camp in various
locations, including the Original
Farmers Market, the Dolby Theater
and Rocco’s in West Hollywood.
“The bus is here because we
know that the heart of the show
originated in L.A., with [the character] Ava being from L.A. and moving to Vegas to hang out with
Deborah and work for her, and with
a lot of the team who’s been working on the show being out in L.A.,
this is a great spot to do it,” Galvin
said.
“At its heart, L.A. is where the
show lives,” general manager of the
Syndicate Graham Rothenberg
said. “It is a focal point of the indus-

BH celebrates Israeli independence

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

The city of Beverly Hills on May 5 illuminated City Hall to celebrate Israeli Independence Day. From left are Councilman Robert
Wunderlich, Vice Mayor Julian Gold, Israeli Consul General Hillel
Newman, Mayor Lili Bosse and Councilman Lester Friedman.

Beverly Hills gala honors pioneers
in cancer research and treatment
The Tower Cancer Research
Foundation will hold its 20th annual
Tower of Hope Gala on Thursday,
May 12, at 6 p.m. at the Beverly
Hilton Hotel.
The event will honor Dr. John
Carpten, Nancy Mishkin, and Drs.
Ghazal and Sepehr Rokhsar for their
dedication to ending cancer and their
commitment to raising awareness
about the disease.
Tower
Cancer
Research
Foundation advances research and
funds programs for people affected
by cancer through local community
partnerships and Magnolia House,
its flagship support program.
Carpten is professor and chair for
the Department of Translational
Genomics, and director of the Institute
for Translational Genomics, at USC’s

Keck School of Medicine. Mishkin, a
sculptor, is devoted to giving back to
the community. The daughter of
Holocaust survivors, Mishkin has created a bronze sculpture for the
Children’s Burn Foundation and
joined its council, and gifted a sculpture to Sonance, which supports the
House Ear Institute.
Ghazal and Sepehr Rokhsar are
founding members of TCRF’s auxiliary funding group, Cancer Free
Generation, which promotes awareness and raises funds for young
investigator grants and community
partnership programs.
Gala tickets start at $750. The
Beverly Hilton Hotel is located at
9876 Wilshire Blvd. For information, call (310)299-8470, or visit
towercancer.org.

try where a lot of the show takes
place.”
For Blaise Preau, vice president
of multicultural marketing at
HBO/HBOMax, the series represents an attitude that is intrinsic to
L.A. culture.
“It’s one of the queerest shows on
TV, and we’re very proud of that,”
Preau said. “We have a very diverse
cast, and that includes both as characters as they’re written and the
actors that portray them. We love
the diversity of the show, and we
want to celebrate that within the
community that the majority of the
cast are actually a part of.”

photo by Rance Collins

A bus promoting the series “Hacks” toured Los Angeles this week offering fans photo-ops from the HBOMax series.
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Landmarks lit in turquoise for cancer awareness

photo courtesy of the 13th Council District Office

Los Angeles City Council President Pro Tempore Mitch O’Farrell
and Mayor Eric Garcetti joined government leaders and community
members for the unveiling of the Historic Filipinotown Eastern
Gateway.

Gateway symbolizes legacy
of Historic Filipinotown
City officials and community
members came together on May
7 for a celebration of the Historic
Filipinotown Eastern Gateway,
which was officially unveiled at
an event organized by Los
Angeles City Council President
Pro Tempore Mitch O’Farrell,
13th District. Hundreds of residents, business owners, community leaders and celebrities
attended the ceremony, as well as
California Attorney General Rob
Bonta, Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti and Councilman Gil
Cedillo, 1st District.
“At long last, the day has

arrived, the gateway is here and
the amazing community of
Historic Filipinotown can celebrate being the rightful home of
the newest cultural landmark in
our city,” O’Farrell said. “This
has taken a village, and it has
been a labor of love. Most importantly, this process has been guided by the people of Historic
Filipinotown.”
Officially called “Talang
Gabay-Our Guiding Star,” the
new gateway spans 82 feet across
Beverly Boulevard at Belmont
Avenue. For information, visit
cd13.lacity.org.

Let’s

The American Lung Association
in California worked with city government and private businesses
throughout Los Angeles to illuminate city buildings and landmarks in
turquoise through May 14 to raise
awareness about lung cancer and
educate people about lifesaving
screening.
Buildings and landmarks included
in the association’s annual
“Turquoise Takeover” program
include Los Angeles City Hall, Los
Angeles International Airport, and
UCLA’s Powell Library and Royce
Hall. Union Station will be illuminated in turquoise through May 12.
Participating private businesses
include the TrueCar Building, 3415
S. Sepulveda Blvd., and U.S. Bank
Tower, 633 W. Fifth St., downtown.
“Lung cancer remains the leading
cause of cancer deaths among both
women and men in our state. In 2022
alone, it is estimated that 17,450
California residents will be diagnosed with lung cancer,” said
Frances Mojica, executive director
of the American Lung Association in
California-Los Angeles. “But there is
hope. The five-year survival rate –
the percentage of people who are still
alive five years after being diagnosed
– increased by a dramatic 33% in the
past 10 years. Raising awareness and
funds for lung cancer is more important than ever. We encourage our
community to get involved in
‘Turquoise Takeover.’”
Mojica said lung cancer screening
is key to early diagnosis, which saves
lives. Only 5.7% of those at high risk
have been screened, including only

photo courtesy of the American Lung Association in California

The iconic pylons at Los Angeles International Airport were lit in
turquoise in conjunction with a program to combat lung cancer.

1% in California. The association
also released a new public service
announcement educating people
who smoke or used to smoke about
the low-dose CT scan that can detect
lung cancer in the early stages, when

Forum for 5th District City Council
race planned at Park La Brea

The Park La Brea Residents
Association is holding a forum on
Sunday, May 15, from 2-3:30 p.m.
with candidates in the race for the
Los Angeles City Council’s 5th
District.
The forum will include candidates
Sam
Yebri,
Katy
Young
Yaroslavsky, Scott Epstein and

inner

GRILLED SALMON TAPENADE

HOTCAKES FOR DINNER

ALMOND CHICKEN

GOURMET MEATLOAF

Breast of chicken dusted with flour and
almonds served with creamy mashed potatoes
and steamed broccoli

Jimmy Biblarz. It will be held in the
Park La Brea Activity Center
Theatre, 475 S. Curson Ave. Hear
from all four candidates running for
the 5th District seat in the June 7 primary election. The format will
include a panel discussion and a
Q&A session.
For information, visit plbra.org.

BEAT
THE CLOCK
SPECIALS
4-6 PM M-F

NOW OPEN ‘TIL 7:30 NIGHTLY

Grilled Atlantic salmon served on creamed
spinach and creamy mashed potatoes

the disease is more curable.
The American Lung Association
in California’s Los Angeles office is
located at 5757 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.
505. For information, visit savedbythescan.org.

BETWEEN 4-6PM, PAY
THE TIME OF ARRIVAL!
with purchase of a beverage

One Buttermilk Hotcake, one egg, choice of one turkey link or
bacon. Served with maple syrup and butter
Choice chuck and pork ground together to create this old
time favorite! Topped with mushrooms and gravy. Served with
creamy mashed potatoes

SPAGHETTI AND
MEATBALLS

Served with marinara
sauce and meatballs &
garlic bread

AVAILABLE FOR DINE-IN ONLY!
6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Open Mon.-Fri.
6:30am - 7:30pm
Follow Us!
Sat. & Sun.
@duparsfm 6am - 7:30pm

10 May 12, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

WeHo continues upgrades to Fountain Avenue

photo courtesy of the First-in Fire Foundation

Councilman Paul Koretz, second from right, presented proclamations to First-In Fire Foundation president Lyn MacEwen Cohen and
LAFD Deputy Chief Orin Saunders. They were joined by Greg
Martayan, left, director of public safety and special assignments for
Koretz, and the councilman’s Chief of Staff Joan Pelico.

International Firefighters’ Day
observed at L.A. City Hall
Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, recently
joined representatives of the Los
Angeles Fire Department and the
First-In Fire Foundation to
observe International Firefighters’
Day on May 4.
Koretz presented proclamations
at Los Angeles City Hall to the
Los Angeles Fire Department and
First-In Fire Foundation in honor
of firefighters. International
Firefighters’ Day commemorates
firefighters who have lost their
lives in the line of duty, and shows
support and appreciation for those
who serve in the Los Angeles Fire
Department.

“Internationally, firefighters
around the world share a common
bond and common ethic of service above self. Rushing into the
inferno, daring to climb the rubble of collapsed or demolished
buildings searching heroically for
lives to save, facing all dangers
against all odds, even in the
Ukrainian horrific war zone, firefighters willingly and courageously sacrifice their well-being
and lives for others,” First-In Fire
Foundation
president
Lyn
MacEwen Cohen said. “We are
so proud to serve our local firefighters, and to serve the firefighters in Ukraine.”

The city of West Hollywood is
advising residents and motorists
about a traffic marking and lane restriping project that will occur
through May 13 on Fountain Avenue
between La Cienega Boulevard and
La Brea Avenue. Crews will refresh
all roadway stripes and markings
with thermo-plastic materials.
The work will be performed during the late evening and early morning hours to minimize impact on
traffic and parking. At least one traffic lane will be maintained through
the work areas.
The project is the latest in a series of
enhancements on Fountain Avenue.
In 2019, the city installed flashing
pedestrian warning lights that help
make using crosswalks safer. Lighting
was also installed on the edges of yellow diamond-shaped pedestrian
warning signs, and bright lights facing
traffic lanes were embedded in the
roadway, forming a visual line along

photo by Edwin Folven

The city of West Hollywood is continuing improvements on Fountain
Avenue, where upgraded crosswalks have already been installed.

the perimeter of each crosswalk. In
2018, the city added high-visibility
striped crosswalks at five intersections

on Fountain Avenue. For information, call (323)848-6879, or visit
weho.org.

Rosewood STEM Magnet hosts presentation on race

A special presentation on racism
and discrimination will be presented
by Dr. Tyrone Howard at Rosewood
STEM Magnet school on May 17 at
6 p.m.
Howard is the Pritzker Family
Endowed professor in the School of
Education and Information Studies
at UCLA. He is also the inaugural
director of the UCLA Pritzker
Center for Strengthening Children
and Families, which is a transdisciplinary consortium of experts who
examine academic, mental health

and social emotional experiences
and challenges for
California’s most
vulnerable youth
populations.
Howard
has
published several
Dr. Tyrone
bestselling books,
among
them,
Howard
“Why Race &
Culture Matters in Schools” and
“Black Male(d): Peril and Promise
in the Education of African

American Males.” His two most
recent books, “No More Teaching
Without Positive Relationships” and
“All Students Must Thrive:
Transforming Schools To Combat
Toxic Stressors and Cultivate
Critical Wellness” have become
must-reads for educators.
Rosewood STEM Magnet school
is located at 503 N. Croft Ave. The
event is free to those in the Fairfax
Community of Schools, but seating
will be limited. For information, call
(323)651-0166.
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Motorists advised about lane Metro keeps moving with street restoration
reductions on Rexford Drive
The city of Beverly Hills has
issued a traffic advisory related to
the ongoing Burton Way Median
Project.
Through Friday, June 10,
North Rexford Drive will be
reduced to one lane in each direction at the intersection of Burton
Way and South Santa Monica
Boulevard. Left turns from northbound Rexford Drive to westbound South Santa Monica

Boulevard will be prohibited. No
access will be permitted to driveways along Rexford Drive.
The Burton Way Median
Project is scheduled for completion in late summer or fall. For
information about the project,
call the Beverly Hill Department
of Public Works at (310)2852467, email askpw@beverlyhills.org
or
visit
beverlyhills.org/burtonway.

Koretz calls for use of emblem
program at cannabis retailers
Los Angeles City Councilmen
Paul Koretz, 5th District, and Curren
Price, 9th District, introduced a
motion on May 4 calling on the city
attorney to draft an ordinance to
implement the county of Los
Angeles’ Emblem Program for
Authorized Cannabis Stores. The
program issues an emblem placard
to licensed commercial cannabis
businesses that will serve as notice
to the public and enforcement agencies that the business is licensed, has
been inspected by the L.A. County
Department of Public Health and is
in compliance with all applicable
public health laws and regulations.
The program is intended to protect
consumers from the detrimental
effects created by the sale of untested and unregulated cannabis products by unlicensed cannabis businesses. The program would allow
licensed retail businesses to apply
for an emblem, obtain the requisite
inspection and place the emblem on
the premises so that it is visible to
the public from the exterior of the
store, as well as provide and make
health-related information accessible to consumers. It also would help

law enforcement agencies in enforcing city cannabis laws.
“Unfortunately, unlicensed commercial cannabis activity continues
to undermine the legal commercial
cannabis industry and threaten the
health and safety of Los Angeles residents,” Koretz said. “I have been
working on getting this emblem program designed and implemented for
the past few years because consumers have a difficult time discerning legal and illegal businesses by
appearance and may be unknowingly doing business with unlicensed
operators, many of which sell unregulated products that are tainted, contaminated or mislabeled, and could
cause serious illness if consumed.”
“The adoption of our program by
the largest city in the county will
ensure that the many in our community, both cannabis employees and consumers, are afforded the maximum
safety measures prescribed by our
Public Health inspection process,”
Los Angeles County Director of
Public Health Barbara Ferrer said.
If the new ordinance is approved,
the emblem program would launch
later this year.

Crews are making progress with
the Wilshire Boulevard street
restoration project between La Brea
and Highland avenues, where the
road will continue to be fully closed
on weekends through July 11.
Concrete decking that created a
temporary surface on Wilshire
Boulevard over the subway station
box is being removed and replaced
with approximately 16-feet of
backfill and a permanent road surface. Wood braces and backfill,
which is made of concrete, soil and
other materials, provide a strong
foundation for the road.
Crews are working westbound
toward La Brea Avenue. Wilshire
Boulevard will be closed from 9
p.m. on Friday to 6 a.m. on Monday
each weekend. Traffic will be
diverted north to Sixth Street to
bypass the closure. For information,
visit
mcknbr0fgxh5k0f2vx078zts2980.pub.sfmc-content.com/1guuusythcw/w2hnxunrso4.
The first section of the subway
project is expected to open in 2024.
In addition to the Wilshire/La Brea
station, it will include new subway
stations at Wilshire/Fairfax and
Wilshire/La Cienega. The second
section, scheduled to open in 2025,
includes the Wilshire/Rodeo and
Century City/Constellation subway
stations. The third section will open
in 2027 and includes the
Westwood/UCLA
and
Westwood/VA Hospital stations.
At Wilshire/Fairfax, weekend
directional closures may be in place
to support ongoing work at the subway station and underground
appendage structures, which are
rooms and passageways connecting
to the main station. When Wilshire
Boulevard closures are necessary,
eastbound traffic will be detoured
onto La Cienega or San Vicente
boulevards, then south to Olympic
Boulevard. Through September,
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced
to two lanes in each direction

photo courtesy of Metro

Crews are using backfill to create a stable foundation for the new road
surface.

between San Diego Way and
Spaulding Avenue.
Near the Wilshire/La Cienega,
Wilshire Boulevard may be intermittently reduced to one or two
lanes in each direction. Through
traffic for northbound Gale Drive
may be intermittently restored in
mid-May. However, southbound
Gale Drive will remain closed north
of Wilshire Boulevard.
Farther west, utility work is
anticipated to begin in June on permanent electrical power lines to the
future Wilshire/Rodeo station,
where construction will be ongoing
through 2024. Lane closures are
also anticipated on Wilshire
Boulevard between El Camino and
Crescent drives in Beverly Hills.
Ground improvement work in
preparation for the construction of
cross passage tunnels is also anticipated to begin in late-May.
Fourteen locations along the tunnel
alignment will require lane and
sidewalk closures for the work.
Metro will issue future notices
detailing the closures at each location.
In Century City, southbound
Avenue of the Stars will be fully
closed between Santa Monica to
Olympic Boulevards on Friday,

Letters to the Editor
Thank you for
highlighting CHLA’s
work at garden
Re “Garden ties community
together,” April 21 issue
Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles has always been dedicated to creating hope and building healthier futures for children.
Just prior to the pandemic taking
hold, the hospital was reviewing
ways to support the communities
and neighborhoods surrounding
the main campus at Sunset
Boulevard and Vermont Avenue.
With its focus on the underserved top of mind, the hospital
set out to galvanize improvements to health services, education, workforce development and
addressing basic needs for families. What became abundantly
clear in planning sessions was
that the best insights were generated from within communities,
and that Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles’ role would be that of a
strong partner.
The recent coverage about the
City’s Garden in the Beverly
Press and Park Labrea News
highlighted one of the hospital’s

longest-standing partnerships –
with Los Angeles City College.
On Earth Day this year, at the
garden on the LACC campus, I
was honored to see hospital leaders stand shoulder to shoulder
with student, academic and civic
leaders from the college to commemorate the garden as an
important symbol of community
and connection.
The event was made even
more rich with the knowledge
that seeds were planted, tended
and groomed by team members
from Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles, the same individuals
who tend to the health care needs
of children within the organization’s walls. Hundreds of team
members have joined CHLA’s
Community Impact Champions
Network to ensure that the lives
of kids and families in adjacent
communities are improved.
I was pleased to read such
wonderful coverage of the Earth
Day event, of course, because it
featured so much of the great
work of team members who are
engaged as a part of the hospital’s
Community
Impact
Champions Network. But more
importantly, it was proof to me
that these community partnerships work and can make a sig-

nificant impact. At Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles, leaders
and team members alike are
advancing even more of this
work. My hope is that other
health care providers will join
efforts like these, so that Los
Angeles will be healthier – not
just because of the work to
reduce the spread of COVID-19,
but because of efforts that ensure
that all areas of our re-emerging
city truly thrive.
Thank you to the Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles team members who volunteered their time
and energy to support the community in this invaluable way.
Paul S. Viviano
President and CEO
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles

Structures in Plummer
Park should be
preserved
Re “WeHo park structures may
be preserved,” May 5 issue
Many thanks to Mayor Lauren
Meister for her dedication to our
cultural heritage. Fiesta Hall was
also the location of the founding
and first meetings of ACT UP
L.A. as well as many cultural
touchstones,
including
a
Stravinsky performance. It can
certainly be upgraded via technology to continue cultural
events.
Roy Oldenkamp
West Hollywood

Chris Erskine’s
column is a joy

Thank you Mayor Lauren
Meister for working to save these
landmarks!

Re “Oh, this old casa,” Chris
Erskine column, May 5 issue

Renee Sotile
West Hollywood

Oh, what a joy to once again
read and love Chris Erskine.

So happy to see this come to
council and be approved.

Toby Horn
Miracle Mile

Shawn Thompson
West Hollywood

May 13, from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m.
Beginning May 14, Avenue of the
Stars will be reduced to one lane in
each direction in the area.
Constellation Boulevard will
remain accessible. However, left
turns will be restricted from northbound Avenue of the Stars onto
westbound Constellation Boulevard.
For information, visit metro.net.
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

Capri opens at
Eataly Los Angeles

L

ocated on Eataly’s main floor,
this limited-time dining experience is offering lunch and dinner
service. Inspired by the idyllic
Mediterranean island of Capri, the
menu features authentic southern
Italian dishes in an Amalfi Coast
atmosphere. Pass through a
sweeping trellis of lemon trees
leading to a patio where tables are
shaded by blue and white umbrellas. Beverage Director and Napoli
native Luigi Capasso developed a
playful beverage menu and selected
some wonderful Southern Italy
wines. Standout drinks include the
Cocktail dei Faraglioni, which is
made with Prosecco and garnished
with a local California fruit popsicle. Build-your-own spritz to enjoy
with executive chef and Napoli
native Giuseppe Manco’s bright,
flavorful pasta dishes and seafood.
Guests can choose from three dif-

ferent varieties of mozzarella
served tableside with a selection of
local tomatoes and other accompaniments from the restaurant’s caprese cart. Finish with a light sponge
cake glazed in lemon custard and
dusted with lemon zest. Open daily,
Monday to Wednesday 11:30 a.m.
to 9 p.m., Thursday and Friday
11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m., Saturday 11
a.m. to 10 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m.
to 9 p.m. 10250 Santa Monica
Blvd., (213)310-8000.

Veggie Grill
Japanese katsustyle sliders

F

or a limited time, Veggie Grill is
seving IMPOSSIBLE meat patties in slider-sized portions and
marinating them in a lemongrass
buttermilk bath and panko before
frying them to a crisp perfection.
These sliders are topped with
house-pickled vegetables, fresh

GREAT ON THE

GRILL

Prime New York Strip,
Filet Mignon or Pork Ribs

herbs and sesame aioli, and gently
tucked into warm, freshly steamed
bao buns. This dish is available for
$11.95. 523 6th St., (213)905-4500;
6374-A Sunset Blvd., (323)9623354; and 110 S. Fairfax Ave.,
(323)933-3997.

Della Terra exciting
weekend brunch

E

very Saturday and Sunday from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Della Terra is
offering a wide variety of brunch
classics including pancakes, steak
and eggs, crepes and five different
variations of eggs benedict. There
are three different bottomless
champagne cocktails including
mimosas, bellinis and aperol spritz.
Reservations can be made on
OpenTable. 7675 Beverly Blvd.,
(323)933-7675.

Lady M new peach
cobbler mille crepes

T

he luxury confections brand
with French baking techniques
has a new Southern-inspired cake
flavor. In collaboration with “The

photo courtesy of Sushi Nakazawa

Sushi Nakazawa pop-up at The Peninsula

T

hrough June 11, a pop-up led by executive chef Wei Chen is available Monday through Saturday at 6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. Menu highlights from Michelin-starred, NYC’s Sushi Nakazawa include king
crab with Persian cucumber, mitsuba and tosazu, yellowtail with thickened ponzu, daikon, crispy potato and hanaho, toro with uni, caviar and
milk bread, wagyu with maitake puree and truffle and nigiri including
king salmon, uni, anago and more. Seating is limited, so reservations are recommended. 9882 S. Santa Monica Blvd., (310)551-2888.

Real Housewives of Beverly Hills”
star and Georgia native Sutton
Stracke, layers of thin handmade
crêpes are filled with peach-infused
blonde chocolate pastry cream,
topped with delicate sugar-glazed

peach slices and a crispy vanilla
crumble. Pick up at the Lady M
boutiques during the month of May.
Since this month is also Mental
Health Awareness Month, Lady M
is donating 10% of all sales pro-

Boston
Cream
Pie
NEW!

Available at
our bakery

Ambrosia
MAY
PIE OF THE MONTH!

6333 W. Third St. • Farmers Market
323.938.5131 • www.marcondas.com

Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 80 Years

Order Direct or
Chow Now
Postmates
DoorDash
Uber Eats

Follow Us!

@duparsfm
In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 • frances@dupars-psr.com

13 May 12, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News
ceeds to the National Alliance on
Mental Illness, an organization
Sutton also supports that is dedicated to improving the lives of individuals and families affected by
mental illness. 8718 W. 3rd St.,
(323)825-8888.

their own banana cream pie, key
lime pie and cheesecake. Other
locations include Mid-Wilshire,
Marina del Rey and Santa Monica.
4220 Coldwater Canyon, Suite 420,
(747) 212-2698.

I

Connie and Ted’s is a gourmet
blend of chuck, short rib and
brisket, topped with fresh lettuce,
caramelized onions, pickles,
Thousand Island dressing and
Hook’s 4-year-old melted cheddar.
It’s served on a brioche bun that is
baked daily. 8171 Santa Monica
Blvd., (323)848-2722.

The ‘Hook Burger’
HiHo Cheeseburger at Connie & Ted’s
opens at Sportsman
one of the best burgers
Lodge
Dubbed
in LA, the ‘Hook Burger’ at
n time for National Burger
Month, HiHo Cheeseburger has
opened at The Shop at The
Sportsman
Lodge.
HiHo
Cheeseburger is the first and only
burger restaurant to exclusively
serve 100% grass-fed Wagyu beef.
This elevated version of the classic
American cheeseburger is lower in
saturated fat, while higher in hearthealthy Omega-3s, vitamins and
antioxidants. Chuck roast is ground
in-house daily. HiHo cheeseburger
features two mustard grilled patties,
American cheese, lettuce, onion
jam and house-made pickles. They
also offer a vegetarian HiHo burger,
made-from-scratch shakes and
Willie Mae fried chicken sandwich.
They hand cut the fries and make

Pizzana debuts a
cocktail menu

P

izzana is known for its “slow
dough” organic, stone-ground
flour crust that is fermented for 48
hours. Now the pies can be enjoyed
with a new cocktail program,
alongside wine and beer selections.

The thoughtfully crafted cocktail
list is inspired by flavors from master pizzaiolo Daniele Uditi’s
Southern Italy coastal beach roots
and his wife Daniele’s Mexican
heritage. Menu offerings feature
spritz al limone with limoncello
and margarita Italiana with
Casamigos tequila and Pierre
Ferrand orange, Campari, lime and
Calabrian pink salt. The drinks are
available now during regular business hours at Pizzana West
Hollywood only. 460 N. Robertson
Blvd., (310)657-4662.

McConnell’s Ice Cream
summer flavor

T

his May, enjoy McConnell’s
frozen treat with a rosé twist.
The ice cream is made from grassgrazed milk and cream, and organic, cage-free eggs. SoCal’s beloved
ice creamery collaborated with the
clean wine brand to make the
Avaline Rosé and Boysenberry
Milk Jam flavor. Avaline’s wines
are clean and vegan-friendly, offering a light and fresh mouthfeel with
flavors of melon and zest. Available
at $12 per pint to ship nationwide.
Go to mcconnells.com or visit

mmmm...Peanut Butter & Chocolate
We’re scoopin’ up
Reese’s Peanut Butter Shakes
& M&M Shakes!
Treat yourself!

New catering arm announced for
The Music Center
The Music Center announced a new onsite catering division, Hope &
Grand Events, in collaboration with its food and beverage partner Levy.
Offering a multitude of unique indoor and outdoor spaces across the 22acre Music Center campus, including three onsite full-service restaurants,
Hope & Grand Events will provide bespoke hospitality experiences for a
wide range of catering needs including personal and corporate events.
With menus developed by executive chef George Peterson, Jr., whose
culinary credentials include executive chef positions with both hotels and
entertainment/sports complexes, including Ritz-Carlton properties, Hope
& Grand Events will connect L.A.’s culturally rich communities through
a variety of food offerings and experiences that are welcoming for all.
The Music Center’s event spaces include locations in its four theatres
(Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, Walt Disney Concert Hall, Ahmanson
Theatre and Mark Taper Forum), as well as its outdoor spaces such as the
Jerry Moss Plaza and The Blue Ribbon Garden behind the Concert Hall,
as well as restaurants asterid by Ray Garcia, Abernethy’s and Kendall’s
Brasserie.
“Angelenos make wonderful memories at The Music Center, whether
they are enjoying the performing or culinary arts or attending a special
event in one of our beautiful spaces,” said Rachel S. Moore, president and
CEO of The Music Center. “Hope & Grand will create vibrant, high-quality and welcoming experiences that will bring people together at The
Music Center in new and unexpected ways.”
For information visit hopeandgrandevents.com. The Music Center is
located at 135 N. Grand Ave.
in-person at any McConnell’s
Scoop Shops. 317 South Broadway,
(213)346-9722; 15209 Palisades

Village Lane, (424)330-0126; and
12073 Ventura Place, (818)3087789.

ROCK & ROLL
WEEKENDS!

EB’s FRIDAY NIGHT DANCE
PARTY 7 pm

May 13 :
CANDY-O

TRIBUTE TO THE CARS

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

May 20 :
SOUNDHOOSE

90s & NAUGHTIES

May 27 :
SMACKDADDY
BLUES TRIBUTE

MARKET TAVERN

Try our
Homemade

JAM

Jumbo Size $11.75
Large Jar $8.75
Small Jar $6.75
Mini $3.75

Open
6:30 am-7:30 pm
6am-7:30 pm
Sat & Sun.
In the Original Farmers Market 3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

Tuesdays 7pm - Brits in LA Pub Trivia
Hosted by Sandro Monetti
Fri & Sat - 7PM - DJ Dandy Randy
Vinyl Rock N Soul Dance Party
Sundays 7PM - KARAOKE
with host Perry
Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax

MARKETTAVERNLA.COM
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
May 1 and May 7. The information was compiled from crimemapping.com.
To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los Angeles Police
Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and the
Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

May 7

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8400 block of Santa
Monica at 9:16 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8900 block of
Rosewood at 7:55 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1200 block of N.
June at 6 p.m.

At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Santa Monica and
Crescent Heights.

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Lexington and Las
Palmas.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Hollywood and Schrader.

May 6

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
N. Orange at 12:15 p.m.

At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8600
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8800 block of
Santa Monica at 10:30 p.m.

May 1

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 400 block of N. Canon
at 1:57 a.m.

At 3:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of S. Roxbury.

At 4:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1000
block of Summit.

At 5:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8800 block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of Palm
at 1:15 p.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

Los Angeles Police
Department

At 2:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Spalding and Olympic.

May 1

May 1

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
N. Almont at 11:30 p.m.

May 2
At 1:17 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Wilshire and
Robertson.

May 3
At 1:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9400 block of Brighton.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 700 block of N. Camden
at 4:45 a.m.
At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 400
block of N. Camden.

May 4
At 9:54 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 9100
block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
S. Bedford at 10 a.m.
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 9600
block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of S.
Rexford at 2 p.m.
At 4:06 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
700 block of Whittier.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 400 block of S.
Maple at midnight.

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Robertson and Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8900 block of
Santa Monica at 2 a.m.
At 11:40 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 1000
block of N. Edinburgh.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1200 block of N. Kings at
2:30 p.m.

May 2
At 4:30 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 8400 block of
Sunset.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
N. Huntley at 2:30 p.m.
At 7:28 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8000 block
of Santa Monica.

May 7

At 1:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 700 block of
N. Highland.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6100 block of Warner at
2:55 a.m.
At 5:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of S. San Vicente.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
Alandele at 8:45 a.m.
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1600 block of N. Las Palmas.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 400 block of S.
La Brea at 2:55 p.m.
At 3:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8500 block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1500 block of
Vine at 5 p.m.

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 900 block of San Vicente at
9:10 p.m.

At 5:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1300 block
of N. Detroit.

May 3

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 8400 block of Beverly at
9 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of N.
Flores at 5:08 a.m.
At 1:07 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1400 block of N.
Hayworth at 2:30 p.m.

May 4

May 5

At 4:17 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7100 block of Santa Monica.

At 2:27 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Santa Monica
and Roxbury.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1100 block of N.
Flores at 5 p.m.

At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7600
block of Melrose.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7600 block of
Sunset at 11 p.m.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5100
block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1300 block of N.
Gardner at 6 p.m.

May 3
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
200 block of N. Ridgewood.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 800 block of S.
Robertson at 5:30 a.m.
At 5:35 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8300
block of Third.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 700 block of Vine at
10:15 a.m.
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7600 block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1100 block of N.
McCadden at 2:10 p.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6600 block of Leland.
An assault was reported in the
6900 block of Sunset at 8 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 6900
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5700 block of
Hollywood at 9:40 p.m.

May 4
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
N. La Cienega at 1:05 a.m.
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1500
block of N. Bronson.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of S.
Ogden at 6 a.m.
At 6:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Fairfax and Wilshire.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7600 block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5100 block of
Hollywood at 6:30 a.m.

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 1100 block of Tamarind at 11
p.m.

At 6:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6700 block
of Santa Monica.

At 11:35 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Cahuenga and
Hollywood.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6200 block of Franklin at
8:45 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Sunset and Vine at 9:30 p.m.
At 10:25 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 800 block of N. La Cienega.

May 5
At 12:50 a.m., an unknown suspect pickpocketed a victim in the
6200 block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of S.
Rossmore at 5 a.m.
At 5:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 300 block
of N. Saint Andrews.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6100 block of Carlos
at 8:20 a.m.
At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8500
block of Burton.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Gower
and Yucca at 9 a.m.
At 10:15 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 300 block of N. Stanley.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6500 block of La
Mirada at 10:30 a.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 4600 block
of Olympic.
A burglary was reported in the
2000 block of Ivar at 5 p.m.
At 5:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
5100 block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7200 block of
Sunset at 5:16 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
900 block of N. Vista.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8100 block of
Blackburn at 6 p.m.
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Hollywood and McCadden.

May 6
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 800 block of
S. La Brea.
A robbery was reported in the 8500
block of Beverly at 4 p.m.
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Wilton and Lemon Grove.

May 7

At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 5800
block of Clinton.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8400 block of
Franklin at 12:30 a.m.

May 2

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6900 block of Afton
at noon.

At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Franklin and Cahuenga.

At 4:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6700 block
of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 700 block of S.
La Brea at 8 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1000 block of
Laurel Way at 11:02 a.m.

At 8 p.m., a suspect assaulted a
victim during a domestic violence
incident near the corner of
Holloway and La Cienega.

At 12:22 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
300 block of Canon.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8400 block of
Sunset at 9 p.m.

May 6

May 5

At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
4400 block of Second.

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 100 block of N. Swall at 7:50
a.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1000 block of N.
Curson at 8:15 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a bicycle in the 500 block of S.
Rossmore at 3:50 a.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Highland
and Romaine at 4:30 p.m.

At 9:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Beverly and La Brea.

At 8:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of N. Canon.

At 7:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1100 block of N. La Brea.

At 5:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5500
block of Wilshire.

At 5:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Arnaz and Burton.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8500 block of
Beverly at 12:31 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim bear the corner of Hudson
and Yucca at 11:40 p.m.
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Seafood and lunar eclipse at BALEEN
BY JILL WEINLEIN
One of my favorite harbor-view
dining spots is at BALEEN in the
South Bay. It’s located on its own
private peninsula overlooking hundreds of boats docked in the harbor.
Recently, when I dined with my
friend Toni, we had a memorable
meal, starting with two glasses of
Meiomi Chardonnay. The white
wine offers the aroma of golden
apple, ripe pear and white flowers
and has a pleasing honeysuckle flavor. It was an ideal wine to sip with
some of the best ahi tacos we had
ever tasted. Three tacos arrived in a
special metal taco holder with a
bite-size, crunchy wonton taco
shell. Filled with raw ahi tuna, avocado and sriracha aioli and a sprinkling of black and white sesame
seeds, the crunch of the shell,
smoothness of the fish and heat
from the sriracha made for a great
taste.

We ordered the decadent lobster
mac and cheese served in a black
skillet filled to the rim with perfectly cooked orecchiette pasta smothered in aged white cheddar cheese
fondue and topped with pieces of
lobster. A dash of truffle oil and
toasted breadcrumbs on top finished the dish.
Another starter that caught my
eye was the coconut shrimp
tostadas on crispy taro chips with
cucumber, avocado, shaved onion,
tomato and a squeeze of citrus.
For our entrées, we ordered the
heart shaped, citrus-grilled swordfish that was placed on mashed purple yams and crisp haricot verts,
which paired well with the tempura
okra. It was served with an artistic
swirl of preserved-lemon gremolata
dip.
Toni was excited when the bouillabaisse arrived in a black skillet
similar to the lobster mac and
cheese. Two grilled pieces of

Entering is easy as apple pie

n Beverly Hills pie baking contest is June 12
The Beverly Hills Farmers’
Market is accepting home-baked
fruit pie entries for its annual Pie
Bake A’la Beverly Hills & Piesta,
which will be held on Sunday, June
12, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The deadline
to apply for the home-baked pie
contest is May 29. Applications are
available
by
visiting
beverlyhills.org/farmersmarket.
All entries must be made with
locally-grown fruit from California.
A panel will judge pies on appear-

ance, creativity, crust, consistency
and flavor. Beverly Hills Farmers’
Market cash will be awarded to the
contest winners. First-place is
$200, second-place is $100, thirdplace is $50 and the “Most
Pieutiful” category winner will
receive $50.
The annual Pie Bake A’la
Beverly Hills & Piesta is free and
features a pie baking contest, kids
zone and pie-themed activities,
including a children’s and adult’s

CONGRATULATIONS
GRADUATES!
We’ve got all the decorations
to make your
Graduation Party
a BIG SUCCESS!

10% off all merchandise in the store
with this coupon!
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

5969 Melrose Ave.• (corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124

baguette bread topped giant king
crab legs, beautifully cooked scallops, large tiger shrimp, calamari
and Salt Spring Island mussels
bathing in a warm fennel-tomato
broth. The hint of licorice flavor
was delicious.
BALEEN is part of the Portofino
Hotel and Marina, and the restaurant is offering a special menu on
Sunday, May 15, for the upcoming
lunar eclipse. They have partnered
with REI to provide “adventure for
good” programs for guests. Start
with a special meal before or after
seeing a beautiful and rare Blood
Moon. The dish is named for the
reddish tinge of the full moon. The
lunar eclipse will be available for
viewing from 7:35-11:50 p.m.
The chef will feature a Harvest
Moon salad and crispy meteor
crispy fried chicken “karaage.”
Afterwards, a REI guide expert will
take participants out for a
“Dockside of the Moon” evening

pie-eating contest. Pony rides and a
petting zoo will also be available
for a nominal fee.
The Beverly Hills Community
Services Department is producing
the event in conjunction with the
weekly Beverly Hills Farmers’
Market, located along Civic Center
Drive between Third Street and
Santa Monica Boulevard. Free twohour parking is available in the
Civic Center parking garage. All
regular farmers and prepared foods
vendors will be featured at the market.
For contest entry rules and applications, call (310)285-6830, or visit
beverlyhills.org/farmersmarket.

photo by Jill Weinlein

BALEEN offers one of the best bouillabaisses in the South Bay.

kayak cruise starting at 8 p.m.
Kayakers may get to view the
California sea lions in the harbor
resting on a bait shop dock. A portion of the proceeds from every

kayak ride will be donated to the
Marine Mammal Care Center. Call
to see if there is still space. $$ 260
Portofino Way, Redondo Beach,
(310)372-1202.

Previous pie baker,
Jessica Berberian,
shows off her
3rd place entry.

photo courtesy of City of Beverly Hills
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Nomination
period opens for
Hollywood
Walk of Fame

photo courtesy of the Griffith Observatory

View a total lunar eclipse on May 15 at the Griffith Observatory, or enjoy
an online broadcast.

Observatory prepares for lunar
eclipse on Sunday, May 15

The Griffith Observatory is holding an online broadcast of the total lunar
eclipse on Sunday, May 15, from 7:35-11:50 p.m., weather permitting.
The observatory will also be open to the public for onsite public viewing
of the eclipse. Both the observatory and Griffith Park will close at 10 p.m.
If skies are clear, the eclipse should be visible from anywhere in
Southern California. It is safe to view a lunar eclipse without eye protection
and viewers do not need a telescope. Look to the southeastern sky after
moonrise at 7:41 p.m. The appearance of the moon will change dramatically during the course of the eclipse.
The online broadcast of the total lunar eclipse can be viewed on the
observatory’s YouTube Channel beginning at 7:35 p.m. by visiting
youtube.com/watch?v=0Q6DTouuLX0. A time-lapse version of the
eclipse will be available at 4 a.m. on May 16.
The Griffith Observatory is located at 2800 E. Observatory Road. For
information, visit griffithobservatory.org.

Webinar touts benefits of exercise for seniors

Life Group LA is holding a free
Zoom webinar titled “COVID-19
& HIV:
High-Intensity Exercise Study
in Older Adults With HIV” on
Friday, May 13, from noon to 2
p.m.
The webinar will feature Allison
Webel, professor of nursing and
associate dean for research at the
University of Washington School
of Nursing. Exercise is an important non-pharmacological strategy

to counter the adverse effects of
HIV. High-intensity interval exercise training is safe and can
improve health outcomes, compared to continuous moderate
exercise among people with
chronic illnesses.
The event is free but requires
registration. An email will be sent
to all who register by 9 a.m. on the
morning of the event.
For information, visit thelifegroupla.org/covid19.

The Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce is accepting 2023 nominations for the Hollywood Walk of
Fame.
The deadline for submission is
Friday, May 27, at noon. All nominations will be considered at the
annual Walk of Fame Committee
meeting in June. The Walk of Fame
Committee will make selections for
2023.
“It is that time again. Celebrities
can now be submitted for consideration for a Walk of Fame star for the
class of 2023,” said Ana Martinez,
producer of the Walk of Fame ceremonies. “This is an easy way to
nominate your favorite entertainer
or client in the categories of Motion
Pictures, Television, Recording,
Radio,
Live
Theatre/Live
Performance and our newest category, Sports Entertainment. The
Walk of Fame Selection Panel will
select an elite group of personalities
to become our newest Walk of
Famers and continue to help make
Hollywood the most famous landmark in the world.”
Nominations must include a
completed application and a commitment to sponsor the star. The
sponsorship fee is $55,000.
Potential nominees must sign the
nomination forms and agree to
attend the event to accept the honor
if selected.
“Anyone can nominate their
favorite celebrity, including fans,”
Martinez added.
The Walk of Fame Committee
will select approximately 20-24
candidates for inclusion on the

photo courtesy of the Original Farmers Market

Owners can have their classic vehicles featured in the Gilmore
Heritage Auto Show.

Vintage cars sought for Gilmore
Heritage Auto Show

The Original Farmers Market is seeking vintage car owners for the
26th annual Gilmore Heritage Auto Show, which will be held on
Saturday, June 4, from 11 a.m-5 p.m. Owners of classic American vehicles manufactured before 1990 can register for the show. The theme is
“American Royalty: Celebrating Cadillacs, Imperials, Lincolns, Packards
and long-forgotten Duesenbergs.”
The registration fee is $25. The Original Farmers Market is located at
6333 W. Third St. For information on registering, email
dj@capitalist.com.
Walk of Fame. Whether nominating an individual or group, the
sponsor must submit a photograph,
biography and the nominee’s qualifications, as well as a list of contributions to the community and information about civic participation. A
letter of agreement from the nominee, or their management, must be
included with the application.
Those selected for stars have
two-years to set a ceremony date.
The selections expire after two
years. Posthumous nominations
have a two-year waiting period

before they can be nominated.
The Hollywood Walk of Fame
does not encourage or endorse
online campaigns for fundraising
for a star prior to selection. Such
initiatives do not impact the selection process for a star on the Walk
of Fame. The committee does not
accept signatures, phone calls, emails or any form of written or
online petitions for a nomination.
New selections will be
announced late June. For applications and information, visit walkoffame.com.

KIRK AND ANNE DOUGLAS ESTATE PROPERTY UP FOR AUCTION
On Wednesday, May 18 at
10 AM, Andrew Jones
Auctions will present, via an
Online-Only Auction,
property from the collection
of Kirk and Anne Douglas –
with sales benefitting The
Douglas Foundation. Over
200 lots of modern art,
antiques, tribal works, fine
and costume jewelry,
personalized accessories,
memorabilia, books and
ephemera will comprise the
auction.

Kirk & Anne Douglas/Photo Courtesy Douglas Estate

Online bidding will be facilitated by
www.AndrewJonesAuctions.com,
www.Invaluable.com
and www.LiveAuctioneers.com. Absentee bids will
also be accepted.
Safe, physically distanced live previews will be held
by appointment at the Andrew Jones Auctions
in its Downtown LA gallery prior to the auction.
Kirk and Anne Douglas entertained often in their
Beverly Hills home and hosted lavish dinner parties.
The top lot of the sale is L’enfant à l'oiseaux by the
celebrated Catalan artist Antoni Clavé with a presale estimate of $20,000-$30,000. A monumental
abstract sculpture in aluminum by William (Bill) Tarr,
from 1963, displayed in the couple’s backyard, is
expected to find a new home for $3,000-$5,000.
Lithographs by David Hockney and Andy Warhol,
mixed media pieces by Eric Orr, and other works by
Yaacov Agam, including a kinetic sculpture (est.
$600-$800), Jim Dine, Pablo Picasso, Jean Porcher,

Antoni Clavé Painting

Malcolm Susman and Chaim Topol, will also be
included.
The Douglas’s tastes were eclectic, from modern art
to African Bamum, Bassa and Yaure masks, to Asian
works such as a Chinese blue glazed junware
censer (est. $800-$1,200) and a pair of monumental
Chinese white marble models temple lions that
greeted guests at their front door.
Iconic Hollywood actor Kirk Douglas died in 2020.
His wife of 66 years, Anne Douglas, died in 2021.
Both longtime philanthropists, the Douglas couple
launched The Douglas Foundation in 1964 – it has
supported many institutions focused on the arts,
healthcare, education and women and children’s
wellbeing.
The Foundation has donated nearly $120- million to
the Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, the Motion
Picture & Television Fund (MPTF), and The
Entertainment Industry Foundation’s Women’s
Cancer Research Fund, as well as other worthy
organizations.
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‘Moon Knight’ expands Marvel’s aesthetic palette

Look, they can’t all compete with
“WandaVision,” but Marvel
Studios’ latest series “Moon
Knight” takes enough cues from its
small-screen kin to avoid the superhero genre’s over-the-top norm.
Come that inevitable epic finale,
this one stays the course, more
interested in its thematic resolve,
unconcerned with what might visually satisfy more viewers.
Avid comics readers know supes
fiction enjoys more diverse narrative direction than most of their cinematic cousins are willing to display. Tragically, the roller-coaster
effect seems like the only appropriate path for such fare. But Marvel

can still traverse new ground across
a host of six-episode series.
Enter “Moon Knight,” which
amplifies the age-old conflict surrounding identity. Steven Grant
(Oscar Isaac) lives a simple life in
London, obsessively studying the
culture of ancient Egypt. But a
meager job at a museum gift shop
and general insecurities disguise
something quite amiss inside
Steven.
He often loses time, awaking in
different cities, unaware how he got
there. Normally, he merely heads
home seemingly unbothered by
such instances until a chase ensues
as followers of the mysterious

photo courtesy of Courtesy of Disney+

Oscar Isaac portrays Steven Grant, whose life is shrouded in mystery in
“Moon Knight.”

Arthur Harrow (Ethan Hawke
throwing his voice for just the right
flair) attempt to recover something
from Steven.
Without giving too much away,
Steven learns he has a unique connection to Khonshu (brilliantly
voiced by F. Murray Abraham), the
Egyptian god of the moon, and a
caped figure called Moon Knight.
To help sort things out, Layla ElFaouly (May Calamawy) works
with Steven, as the pair embark on,
well, a psychedelic mystery through
ancient myths for answers.
And arrive they do. “Moon
Knight” is the most standalone
Marvel series yet. It relies on no
previous viewing, though an appreciation for Indiana Jones and
Egyptian mythology would certainly improve the experience.
“Moon Knight” unravels like a
commercial version of the FX series
“Legion,” based on the son of telekinetic mutant leader Professor X.
That one’s a surrealist head trip.
This Disney+ original, which finished season one last week, explores
hidden identities in a much lighter
capacity.
The first turning point occurs
when Steven loses time. He encounters big bads, then a rapidly shaking
camera signals he’s blacked out,

Academy Museum hosts Chris Marker retrospective

French filmmaker Chris Marker
is being honored by the Academy
Museum with a retrospective of his
work entitled “The Path of the Cat:
Chris Marker’s Centinnial.”
Known for blending fiction and
documentaries and exploring time
and space, Marker continued to
inspire filmmakers since his passing
in 2012.
Born in 1921, he creatively
reworked his life as if editing one of
his own films. Marker was famously represented by images of his cat
in place of his own image and rarely
gave interviews. The name Chris
Marker itself is a pseudonym, his
real name being Christian François
Bouche-Villeneuve. This seeming
retreat was not one from the world,
as his films remained deeply connected to politics and people.
The retrospective celebrates the
recent centennial of the filmmaker,
writer, journalist, photographer,
philosopher and lover of cats. In the
1950s and 1960s, his work was
marked by the essay form, as he
traveled to China, Siberia and Cuba.
In 1962, he came to international
attention with his sci-fi short, “La
Jetée,” made while he was filming
the sprawling documentary about
contemporary
French
society, “The Lovely Month of
May.” In this decade, deeply influenced by the anti-Vietnam War
movement and the revolutionary
spirit of May 1968, Marker was
actively involved with SLON, a
filmmaking collective dedicated to
activist production. He reemerged
to make films under his own name
in the 1970s and 1980s, and became
interested in digital technology in
the 1990s and 2000s.
Abundantly prolific and never
wedded to one medium or style,
Marker may have disliked the idea
of a retrospective, being someone
who resisted the spotlight and lin-

earity. But his films, so filled with
formal innovations, philosophical
depth and curiosity, remain endlessly engaging. This series highlights
some of Marker’s beloved works, as
an invitation to always choose the
path less traveled.
The retrospective runs with various screenings through May 26. For
information and tickets visit academymuseum.org/en/series/the-pathof-the-cat-chris-markers-centennial.
The Academy Museum is located
at 6067 Wilshire Blvd. For informtion, visit academymuseum.org.

photo courtesy of the Academy Museum

“Sans Soleil” will be shown on May
19 in the Ted Mann Theater.

Israel Film Festival continues

photo by Michelle Mivzari

Director Mike Burstyn, left, Israel Film Festival director Meir
Fenigstein, Boaz Davidson, head of development and creative affairs
at Millennium Films, and IFF Cinematic Achievement Award recipient Ehud Bleiberg attended the 35th annual Israel Film Festival’s
opening night and premiere screening on May 5 at Saban Theatre.
The Israel Film Festival will continue both in-person and online
through May 26. Screenings are being held at the Lumiere Cinema’s
Music Hall Theater in Beverly Hills and the Leammle Town Center
5 in Encino. For information and tickets, visit israelfilmfestival.com.

photo courtesy of Courtesy of Disney+

“Moon Knight” is a refreshing new series from Marvel that defies the
basic structuring that makes some superhero stories bland.

somehow subduing all foes. No
flashback undoes the mystique
once answers come. Those temporal disruptions intentionally omit
key information. And that little trip
happens on truly unexpected
moments.
That might sound frustrating,
perhaps even like a cop out, but it’s
not. It a primary part of the series’
thesis: this is not a typical superhero romp. Characters matter more
than a satisfying action sequence.
It’s refreshing.
To do otherwise merely reaffirms, regurgitates. That’s not the
goal here. Again, “safely” is the key
term. “WandaVision” might’ve traversed new ground too, but it ended
similar to other MCU fare. Same
here. It’s always a showdown brimming with fan service, incredible
fight choreography and a couple
shocking things as well.
The number of superhero stories
that offer original ideas is rather
modest: “WandaVision,” HBO’s

“Watchmen,”
maybe
“The
Batman’s” heavy detective vibes
(don’t even try to bring any DCEU
into this). “Moon Knight” fits snuggly with that short list, and there’s a
clear reason why – they follow the
comics’ lead.
Several moments are pulled
directly from specific comic book
panels. More than that though,
things get weird in ways comics
have for years. This one doubles –
perhaps triples – down on the
superhero theme of identity. Why
does the protagonist lose time?
Wait, is he in a psychiatric hospital?
Is that a giant god and goddess over
there?
Things get wild because comics
can often be wild. And hopefully
that keeps happening. That might
be to the dismay of other critics
who wish for these stories to go
away or follow certain basic structuring guidelines (the list, of course,
goes on). Not this critic. This one
wants more of that weird.
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Get kids involved in Ocean Day beach clean-up

photo courtesy of Issak Fadlon

Teachers surprised with crocs for
appreciation week

Hancock Elementary School surprised their teachers for Teacher
Appreciation Week by providing each a new pair of crocs. The educators
received their new shoes at 1:30 p.m. May 3 in the school’s auditorium.
The tie-dye footwear was provided by Sportie LA.
“The teachers had a wonderful time today,” Issak Fadlon, owner of
Sportie LA, said. “We are all so grateful to have such amazing teachers,
aides and staff. Hancock Park Elementary is such a vibrant and loving
community. I arranged the sponsorship with Crocs this year, and they were
excited to participate and give back to the teachers who work tirelessly for
our children.”

Go green at sustainability festival

The U.S. Green Building-Los
Angeles Chapter’s outdoor sustainability festival will be held on
Saturday, May 21, from 9 a.m.-2
p.m. at Los Angeles Trade Tech
College. The event is free and open
to the public.
The event will include art, music,
interactive showcases, demonstrations, career information and education focused on actionable sustainability skills. Jonathan Scott, of
“Property Brothers,” will give a
keynote speech on net-zero building. The event also includes workshops and forums on sustainability,
as well as 50 booths and exhibits.
Learn about greening homes and

offices, gardening with native and
pollinator-friendly plants, home
composting, recycling and upcycling, and implementing the best
defenses for wildfires.
USGBC-LA’s festival is the
largest gathering of sustainability
and green building advocates in
Southern California.
Los Angeles Trade Tech College
is located at 400 W. Washington
Blvd. Admission is free but reservations are required by visiting
eventbrite.com/e/my-green-building-conference-expo-communityd a y - 2 0 2 2 - t i c k e t s 325275787637?utm_source=Event
brite.

Camp Bob Waldorf partners with
theatrical company for play insight

In Other People’s Shoes
Productions and Camp Bob
Waldorf, which is part of Jewish
Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Los
Angeles, have announced a partnership to provide young people a rare
opportunity to participate in new
theater development sessions with
professional actors and a master
playwright.
Campers will provide feedback
to a reading of a play in development that is geared for a young
audience, and then participate in
sessions to give further input and
dive deeper into the play’s themes.
The program gives campers a taste
of what it takes to create a play, and
for the creative team to learn what
parts of the play resonate with their
target audience. The partnership
will host a pilot program this July
during one of the camp’s regular
summer sessions.
The pilot program with the
campers will introduce “Pia’s
Wondrous
Adventures
in
Tlaxlandia,” written by playwright
José Cruz González, to an audience
for the first time. He was recently
named one of the Kennedy Center’s
Next 50, which honors leaders who
are lighting the way forward
through art and action.
“I’m excited to get feedback
from the campers,” González said.
“Children are the most honest audiences and make great dramaturgs. I
look forward to learning from them,
and to their responses to the themes

and characters in the story, which
grew out of the pandemic. I’m also
happy to continue working with In
Other People’s Shoes, and to support their mission to tell stories of
our many culturally rich and
diverse communities.”
“Camp Bob Waldorf creates positive experiences kids will look
back on for the rest of their lives,”
camp director Simon Hansen said.
“My staff and our caring counselors
instill the four pillars of respect,
community, identity and inclusion
at Camp Bob Waldorf, and we all
work hard through our programming to ensure every camper takes
them into their lives. The opportunity for our campers to participate
in a program like this, with such a
talented and creative group of people, is incredible. The values of
camp and In Other People's Shoes
perfectly align.”
“The goal of our company is to
use theatre and other forms of storytelling as a way to show all children
that they matter,” In Other People’s
Shoes founder Mireya Hepner said.
“We want children who don’t often
see themselves represented on stage
to see and celebrate their own cultures, and to learn about differences.”
For information about In Other
People’s Shoes visit inotherpeoplesshoes.org. For information about
Camp Bob Waldorf and Jewish Big
Brother Big Sisters of Los Angeles
visit jbbbsla.org.

Participants are needed for Kids
Ocean Day on May 26 at
Dockweiler State Beach. The
annual event was postponed during the last two years due to the
pandemic, and is returning in 2022
as the culmination of a year-round
school assembly program.
The
educational
activity
empowers children to raise awareness about the adverse impact of
litter and pollution on the ocean.
Approximately 3,000 students
from Los Angeles schools will participate in a beach clean-up and
create a giant aerial artwork.
Created by Michael Klubock
and the Malibu Foundation for
Environmental Education, Kids
Ocean Day is sponsored by the
L.A. Sanitation and Environment
Watershed Protection Program,
Los Angeles Board of Public
Works,
California
Coastal
Commission and Keep L.A.
Beautiful.

photo courtesy of the Malibu Foundation for Environmental Education

More than 3,000 students are anticipated at Kids Ocean Day, which
includes a beach clean-up and the creation of a giant aerial artwork.

Volunteers must be at least 18
years old. Participants will gather
at 7 a.m. on May 26 at Dockweiler
State Beach, located at the western

terminus of Imperial Highway in
Playa del Rey. To register, email
volunteers@kidsoceanday.org, or
visit kidsoceanday.org/volunteer.

The Wallis seeks musicians for Grauman Fellowship

The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts seeks submissions from classical strings musicians and pianists for the inaugural
Walter and Peggy Grauman
Fellowship in Classical Music.
The new program is part of
GRoW @ The Wallis, the venue’s
education and outreach department.
The fellowship is open to classical
strings musicians and pianists who
demonstrate exceptional artistry,
are interested in community-based
projects that expand access to
music and have received a graduate
or undergraduate degree between
May 2021-June 2022 from an
accredited Los Angeles County college, university or conservatory.
The three-part application process
includes the online submission of a
general application, audition videos
showcasing the applicant’s talents
as a classical strings musician or
pianist, and a proposal for a community outreach project designed to
promote understanding, awareness,
appreciation, accessibility and

enjoyment of classical music
among a broad spectrum of people.
The submission deadline is 11:59
p.m. on June 15.
In-person auditions for five finalists will take place in mid-August.
The fellow will be announced by
Aug. 31. The fellowship runs from
Sept. 28-June 30, 2023. It begins at
the start of The Wallis’ 2022-23
season.
The endowment fund and the
establishment of the fellowship in
Classical Music are made possible
by the generosity of performing arts
philanthropist and Wallis ambassador Peggy Parker Grauman and
her late husband, Walter Grauman.
The Grauman Fellowship in
Classical Music, the first fellowship
program at The Wallis and the first
of its kind in Los Angeles County,
will provide an annual award of
$15,000 to advance the career of an
emerging classical pianist or strings
musician based in Los Angeles.
The program will support the fellow during the transition from for-

mal education and training to professional career. The fellow will
have an inside perspective on how
classical music is programmed,
artists are selected and shows are
marketed, and the essential role of
philanthropic support.
The fellow will also receive mentorship from The Wallis, including
live performance opportunities, and
chances to meet and learn from
leading artists.The Wallis will
announce the selection of the
Grauman Fellow annually before
the beginning of the organization’s
season.
“We are deeply proud to launch
our very first fellowship program
thanks to the Graumans and their
extraordinary vision for fostering
promising talent in classical
music,” said Rachel Fine, The
Wallis’ executive director and
CEO.
The Wallis is located at 9390 N.
Santa Monica Blvd., in Beverly
Hills. For information, visit thewallis.org/grauman.
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Gettys announce winners of teen photography competition

photo courtesy of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County

The Bug Fair gives attendees opportunities to get up close and personal
with a variety of creatures.

Bug Fair returns to NHM

The Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County is celebrating 36
years of Bug Fair, the popular festival that has returned in-person to the
museum. Visitors can enjoy a variety of exhibitors and see everything from
exotic insect collections to bug-related products. NHM is inviting people
to come get crafty, experience up-close encounters with crawly creatures
and learn all about the local bugs that call L.A. home.
Activities include Bug Fair exhibitors selling bug-themed merchandise
and live bugs, live animal presentations, bug-themed stage presentations,
musical performances, hands-on activities and museum collection displays.
The Bug Fair is free for museum members. Advance tickets are required
for the general public. For information and tickets, visit nhm.org/bugfair.

LAUSD extends deadline for student vaccinations
The Los Angeles Unified School
District Board of Education
approved a recommendation from
Superintendent
Alberto
M.
Carvalho on May 10 to extend the
date when students’ vaccinations
will be required to July 1, 2023. The
vaccination
requirement
for
LAUSD employees remains in
place, and all employees who are
assigned to schools are vaccinated.
The recommendation to delay
requiring student vaccinations until
July 1, 2023, aligns the district with
state of California requirements.
“[This] vote shows that we are a
science-based school district, and
the health and safety protocols we
adopt are influenced by the expert
advice of our medical partners and
public health officials,” Carvalho
said. “We know that students do
best when learning in the classroom
with their peers. Due to the high
vaccination rates among students
12 and older, low transmission rates

in our schools and our nation-leading safety measures, we have preserved in-person learning in the
safest possible environment.”
The LAUSD will continue to
provide proactive support to students and families who have not
had been vaccinated. The district
will support its school communities
by providing a consistent, stable
learning environment and access to
vital student services, including
vaccines.
“Our goal remains keeping kids
safely in the classroom for in-person learning,” Board Vice President
Nick Melvoin said. “We also know
that the district’s high vaccination
rates played a crucial role in keeping kids in school throughout the
year, and we will continue providing access and encouraging families
to get vaccinated ahead of the
extended timeline.”
For information, visit lausd.net.

Children’s Chorus welcomes
new board members
The Grammy Award-Winning
Los Angeles Children’s Chorus has
welcomed Elizabeth Moule and
Elizabeth Voxman to its board of
directors, effective immediately.
“I couldn’t be more delighted to
welcome Ms. Moule and Dr.
Voxman to the LACC Board,” said
Kai Ryssdal, chair of the board of
directors. “When the board considered their professional backgrounds
and affinities for our mission, it was
immediately clear both would be
stellar additions. I speak for the
entire board in saying we look forward to working with them to continue building LACC’s future under
the leadership of Maestro MalvarRuiz.”
On the heels of the 64th Grammy
Awards – where the chorus won a
Grammy for Best Choral
Performance for its performance on
the LA Phil’s new Mahler
Symphony No. 8 album – LACC
continues its 2021-22 season with
two spring concerts on May 15 and
May 22 at Pasadena Presbyterian
Church. Other upcoming perfor-

mances include a six-concert tour
to Mexico from June 18-28, and
LACC’s return to the Hollywood
Bowl on July 28 for a performance
of “Carmina Burana” with Gustavo
Dudamel and the Los Angeles
Philharmonic.
Moule is co-founder of the
Congress for the New Urbanism, a
national organization integrating
social, environmental, economic,
aesthetic and policy aspects of
urbanism. A founding partner of
Moule & Polyzoides, Architects
and Urbanists, she is a national
leader in environmental sustainability.
Voxman is a retired medical professional and accomplished community volunteer. She has served at
Valentine School, the San Marino
Unified School District PTA,
Partnership for Awareness, Girl
Scouts, San Marino Garden Club
and Westridge School. Voxman’s
daughter, Reagan, is currently a
member of LACC’s Concert Choir.
For information, visit lachildrenschorus.org.

The nonprofit design lab
Amplifier and the J. Paul Getty
Museum have announced the winners
of
“Reconnecting
with_____ ,” a joint open call for
photography from students ages
13-19.
The winning works were chosen
for their thoughtful and creative
responses and were picked from a
pool of over 1,660 submissions
from 49 states across the U.S. and
over ten countries globally, including India, Canada, Brazil, Mexico
and the U.K.
The prompt was an invitation to
consider, inspire and reflect on
issues that matter to teens. It
encouraged teens to reflect on
their own lives, consider the state
of the world and inspire others
through their unique artistic
expressions.
“It was moving to see the
images created and submitted by
young people,” said Elizabeth
Escamilla, head of education at the
Getty Museum. “The photographs
capture a wide range of emotions –
from joy, sorry, melancholy and
excitement at reconnecting with
friends, families and oneself during this unique time in our collective history. We are excited to
share the images of these young
photographers with the public at
the museum and online. Each
image invites us to reflect and
reconsider how we are reconnecting with what matters to us.”
The winning submissions from
the open call will be transformed
into Amplifier-style artworks by
some of Amplifier’s top artists such
as Tracie Ching, Alex Albadree
and Mer Young, and shown in a

photo by Olivia Suddleson

Seventeen-year-old Los Angeles resident Olivia Suddleson’s photo,
“Reconnecting with Each Other,” which was shot on film, was chosen
in Amplifier and the Getty Museum’s teen photography open call.

“Each image invites us to
reflect and reconsider how we
are reconnecting with what
matters to us.”
Elizabeth Escamilla,
head of education at the
Getty Museum

special Getty Museum exhibition,
“Unshuttered: Reconnecting with
____” opening June 14.
For this project, Amplifier put
together an original video and a
three-part lesson plan that guides
classrooms through a circle practice for brainstorming, application
of knowledge through practice and
presenting their submission-ready
photographs to peers. Amplifier

also released short videos from
renowned photographers Josué
Rivas, Hannah Reyes Morales and
Chip Thomas, detailing best practices in portraiture.
These tools will be distributed
to teachers of the one million students in the Education Amplifier
network, which spans every state
in the union.
“We were thrilled to see so
many of the classrooms in our network using the lesson plan and
engaging in this project,”
Amplifier’s executive cirector
Emily Goulding said. “And the
submissions have taught us so
much about how teens in the U.S.
and abroad are experiencing this
unique moment in time.”

Cathedral Chapel School
Now Accepting Applications
Grades K-8 2022-2023 school year

Call 323.938.9976 to
schedule a tour!
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Beastly Ball returns for a wild night of in-person fun
The Greater Los Angeles Zoo
Association’s Beastly Ball returns
in person on Saturday, June 4, at
the Los Angeles Zoo. Actor, comedian and host Joel McHale will
serve as master of ceremonies.
The annual celebration brings
together celebrities, tastemakers,
business leaders, city officials and
zoo patrons for a night of fundraising. Guests will be treated to afterhours access to the zoo and enjoy
dishes, sweet treats and libations
provided by Dulan’s Soul Food
Kitchen, Hotville Chicken, La
Casita Mexicana, The Federal Bar,
Pink’s Hot Dogs, Yakumi, Momed,
McConnell’s Fine Ice Creams, In
Good Taste Wines and Paquera
Mezcal.
As guests stroll the zoo grounds,
they will be delighted by special
animal feedings, keeper talks and
roaming entertainment. Convene at
the Treetops Terrace for more food,
live entertainment and a virtual
graffiti wall where guests can
“paint” the canvas. The event will
also include a mobile-bidding
silent auction with more than 150
unique items including travel,
sports, entertainment and animal
adoption packages, as well as artwork jewelry, clothing and pieces
signed by the late actress Betty
White, a longtime zoo supporter.
“After two years of being virtual,
we are so excited to host this event
in person, bringing together our
loyal partners, sponsors and friends
to celebrate the zoo’s conservation
milestones and Ball honorees,”
GLAZA President Tom Jacobson
said. “This event is critical to the
fulfillment of our mission, providing for GLAZA’s ongoing support
of the zoo’s work in wildlife conservation both locally and abroad,
public education programs and the
latest advancement in animal care
and veterinary medicine.”
The event will showcase the
impact the zoo has on local and
international conservation and will
honor the work of Dr. B. Natterson-
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Good job, Old Sport!
photo by Jamie Pham

The late actress Betty White, a longtime supporter of the Los Angeles
Zoo, will be honored at the upcoming Beastly Ball on June 4.

Horowitz, a cardiologist and evolutionary biologist, and Kathryn
Bowers, an animal behaviorist and
science writer who co-authored
“Zoobiquity: The Astonishing
Connection Between Human and
Animal Health.” NattersonHorowitz has been a member of the
L.A. Zoo Medical Advisory Board
for over 20 years.
The Beastly Ball will also honor
White’s legacy with a tribute and
the introduction of the Betty White
Conservation Hero Award.
“Betty’s deep love and passion

for animals was infectious,” said
Denise M. Verret, CEO and director of the Los Angeles Zoo. “She
believed in the importance of zoos
and our mission of species conservation and used her influence,
humor and generosity to make the
world a better place for all living
creatures.”
Tickets to the Beastly Ball are
$1,500 per person. The Los
Angeles Zoo is located at 5333 Zoo
Drive in Griffith Park. For tickets
and information, call (323)4864253, or visit lazoo.org/beastlyball.

‘Tambo & Bones’ premieres at Kirk Douglas Theatre
The world premiere production
of Dave Harris’ new work,
“Tambo & Bones,” is now playing
at the Center Theatre Group’s Kirk
Douglas Theatre through May 29.
A rags-to-riches hip-hop odyssey,
“Tambo & Bones” roasts America’s
racist past, wrestles America’s
racist present and explodes
America’s post-racial future, where
what’s at stake, for those deemed
less-than-human, is the fate of
humanity itself. “Tambo & Bones”
is the recipient of an Edgerton
Foundation New Play Award.
Tickets start at $30 and are available at CenterTheatreGroup.org,
audience services at (213)628-2772
or in person at the Center Theatre
Group Box Offices (at the
Ahmanson Theatre) at The Music
Center, 135 N. Grand Ave. or at the
Kirk Douglas Theatre at 9820
Washington Blvd.

photo courtesy of Center Theatre Group

Tré Davis and Tyler Fauntleroy star in “Tambo & Bones” at Center
Theatre Group’s Kirk Douglas Theatre, running through May 29.

Otis announces design-centric weekend with ‘O-Launch’
Otis College of Art and Design
announced the events for the inaugural O-Launch ’22, a weekend
spanning its annual exhibition,
fashion show and commencement
that begins on Friday, May 13, with
an industry preview for the class of
2022 and an opening reception.
The fashion design department’s
annual runway show will round out
the weekend on the evening of

Saturday, May 14, presenting graduating student work that explores
eco-friendly and smart design solutions to amend the future of the
fashion industry. Honorary degree
recipients for this year’s 2022
Commencement on Sunday, May
15 include KORA Organics
founder and CEO Miranda Kerr,
co-founder and CEO of Snap Inc.
Evan Spiegel and “Queer Eye”

host and design expert Bobby
Berk. This weekend marks the
return to in-person, end-of-the-year
events following the pandemic.
For tickets to the events visit
eventbrite.com/e/o-launch-exhibition-weekend-industry-previewand-opening-reception-tickets293567657767.
For
information
visit
otis.edu/olaunch.

The city of Beverly Hills Community Services Department in partnership
with director/choreographer Janet Roston and Mixed eMotion Theatrix
presented “Gatsby Redux,” at Greystone Mansion and Gardens: The
Doheny Estate on April 27 - 29. The production made its Beverly Hills
debut with a site-specific, 90-minute production that had audience members following the dancers through the terraced grounds, exploring
themes inspired by the novel, “The Great Gatsby.”
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SCOTUS draft opinion condemned

BHPD proposes pay increase

From page 1

From page 1

them,” she said. “It’s our duty, as
Californians, to help women in others states have access and advocate
at the ballot box. And that is what
we need to continue to do.
Although we may say, ‘Well, we’re
privileged. We’re in Los Angeles.
We’re alright.’ Well at what point
are we not if we’re not helping our
sisters across the country?”
The city of Beverly Hills has
taken a stand, with the City Council
on May 10 unanimously passing a
resolution, brought forth by
Councilman John Mirisch, in support of a woman’s right to choose.
“As a woman, this is something
emotionally charged for me,”
Mayor Lili Bosse said. “I feel very
strongly that we have stood up and
spoken out when we’ve seen
human rights taken away. This is a
moment in time when we are standing on the shoulders of women who
came before us and who come after
us. This is something I wholeheartedly support with all my soul.”
According to West Hollywood
Councilman John Erickson, West
Hollywood also has a duty to stand
as a signal of hope across the
nation.
“West Hollywood has always
been that bastion that people from
all over the country and all over the
world come to when they need a
home, whether it’s because they’re
LGBTQ, Russian as we saw in the
early formation of the city, Jewish
and fleeing antisemitic hate crimes,
people of color or women. Because
it is a that place, while albeit only
1.8 square miles, we are more than
just a city. We are a community that
is as vibrant as the rainbow that we
fly on our flagpoles. We are a community of people who represent
multiple opinions, but at the end of
the day, they come out and fight for
what’s right.”
Erickson said the decision would
be just the first in a series of reversals that could affect other communities.
“For anyone who isn’t a white,
cisgendered straight male, this is a
five-alarm fire,” he said. “If any
city in this country or anyone isn’t
worried that something like this can
or will affect them, they’re kidding
themselves.”
“This is just the tip of the ice-
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Pro-choice advocates harshly criticized the possibility of Roe v. Wade
being overturned in West Hollywood on May 2.

berg,” said Nadia Simon, an activist
and consultant for California political campaigns. “Our reactions
should not be dismissed as
alarmism. The Supreme Court will
start with women’s rights and continue to roll back other fundamental
freedoms. We need to show that we
will not sit idly while this institution
strips us of our rights under the
guise of democracy.”
Simon also participated in a rally
and march organized by Rise Up 4
Abortion Rights on May 7 in West
Hollywood.
“[It was] an afternoon of much
needed solidarity,” Simon said. “[I
have been] oscillating between paralyzing despair and pure rage at the
idea of losing my rights as a
woman, rights we had to fight for
50 years ago that now need to be
codified because of the insidious
grooming process the conservatives
have been engaging in within the
Supreme Court to get us to this very
moment,” she said.
“Marching and demanding to
uphold my rights as a woman feels
like my singular option for direct
action, but [it] is also a way to help
me channel this ongoing paralysis
our generation is facing at the
thought of reverting to darker
times.”
In addition to his role on the West
Hollywood City Council, Erickson

Historic Medi-Cal expansion praised
State and local officials on May 2
celebrated the historic expansion of
Medi-Cal to low-income undocumented immigrants 50 and older
and encouraged newly eligible individuals to enroll.
Assemblyman Miguel Santiago
(D-Los Angeles), Los Angeles City
Councilmen Curren Price, 9th
District, and Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District, and Los Angeles County
Supervisor Hilda Solis, 1st District,
in partnership with Clinica
Romero, held a press conference to
praise the expansion.
“If there’s one thing COVID-19
has taught us, it’s the importance of
having access to basic healthcare,”
Santiago said. “COVID-19 hit lowincome, people of color the hardest,
particularly undocumented immigrants, due to their lack of access to
healthcare services. Because of
California’s historic investment in
expanding Medi-Cal to low-income
undocumented adults 50 and older,
today there are hundreds of thousands of people eligible for health
coverage that were previously uninsured. I am proud to have been a

part of this historic fight to expand
healthcare to our undocumented
neighbors.”
Last year, Gov. Gavin Newsom
signed Assembly Bill 133 to
expand Medi-Cal to low-income
undocumented adults 50 years and
older. The expansion will allow
roughly 200,000 newly eligible
Californians to enroll in Medi-Cal.
“Starting today, nearly 200,000
Californians will no longer have to
choose between their health and
keeping a roof over their heads or
food on the table,” O’Farrell said.
“I commend our state leaders for
taking decisive action to expand
Medi-Cal coverage to low-wage,
undocumented older adults and filling this critical gap in California’s
safety net.”
“No one should ever have to suffer from the stresses of not being
able to see a physician when health
risks are knocking at their door,”
Price said. “Allowing our undocumented adults 50 and older to sign
up for coverage gets us one step
closer to universal health care for
all.”

works with Planned Parenthood
Los Angeles.
“They have been preparing for
this for quite some time and their
health centers remain open, and
they will always stand on the frontlines and support patients from all
walks of life and from anyone in
this country that need to access
reproductive health care and abortion,” Erickson said.
According to Erickson, a woman
who traveled from Texas to receive
help from Planned Parenthood in
Los Angeles said that she had never
thought much about women’s
health issues until it affected her.
Guereca said she has been
encouraged by the response
throughout the nation.
“I know that spontaneously folks
have been organizing across the
country. All of these folks are selforganizing. This is self-organizing
volunteer work because we are in a
crisis for women,” Guereca said.
She also said that a crowd gathering in Los Angeles on May 14 will
send an important message to the
Supreme Court.
“No matter what your political

hear further from the POA,”
Bosse said.
The council has been looking to
bolster its police department for
months, and that effort was punctuated during Bosse’s inauguration on April 5, when she
announced several public safety
measures the city would be undertaking, such as the creation of a
real-time watch center to monitor
the city’s security cameras.
At the time, she said the BHPD
had hired five new officers and 16
more were in the application
process. However, the council
and the department are hopeful
that a pay increase will help
recruitment efforts.
“It will make the city and the
department more competitive in
the recruiting marketplace,”
BHPD Chief Mark Stainbrook
said. “[It is] difficult to recruit
officers at this time – especially
highly qualified officers.”
The staff report states that the
city’s memoranda of understanding with the POA and PMA will
end on April 7, 2023. The last pay
increase officers received was in
October 2021, when the city
agreed to a 2% pay increase,
according to the report.
City staff said Beverly Hills
ranks third among 14 Southern
California police departments as
far as base salary. According to
the staff report, Orange County
and the city of Santa Monica rank
first and second, respectively.
Councilman
Robert
Wunderlich said the current hiring climate for police officers is
“very difficult,” and that he generally supported moving forward
with the proposal to make the
department more “attractive” for
potential hires.

Stainbrook
agreed
with
Wunderlich’s assessment.
“Broadly, within law enforcement, we’ve seen our candidate
pool dwindle [over] the years, and
that’s probably for many, many
different reasons,” the chief said.
Stainbrook added that the
department’s goal is to have 150
officers on its payroll. Despite its
recruitment efforts, the BHPD is
still short approximately 14 officers, he said.
“We’re competing against all
these
other
departments,”
Stainbrook said. “Our number of
qualified candidates is lower, and
getting everyone through the
process takes quite a long time as
well.”
Councilman Lester Friedman
said residents have asked him
why the city continues to contract
with private security companies
when it should be hiring more
sworn police officers. Stainbrook
said the companies complement
the BHPD’s operations.
“The private security companies give us that multiplier
effect,” Stainbrook added.
Council candidate Darian
Bojeaux submitted a written comment in which she criticized the
staff report for not including
BHPD officers’ current base
salaries, which start at more than
$88,000. Councilman John
Mirisch said that information is
accessible to the public, but he
asked city staff to ensure that
those figures are easy to find.
“The whole point is to solicit
feedback,” Mirisch added.
Vice Mayor Julian Gold said he
also supports revisiting the proposal.
“I just think this is the right
thing to do,” he said.

party is, join us in supporting
women, join us in supporting
women across the country to have
access,” Guereca said. “When we
no longer have body autonomy,

then what do we have?”
For information about attending
the Women’s March LA rally or to
volunteer, visit womensmarchaction.com/may14-rally.

Bogie’s Liquor

Fine Wines, Champagnes & Spirits!
Nice Selection of Craft Beer too!
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
Don’t Drink & Drive!
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Cedars employees seek pay increase
From page 1
offered SEIU-UHW employees
average wage increases of 16%
over the next three years. Oglesby
said the offer was closer to 2.75%.
“If they were giving us 16%, then
we would not be here marching,”
she said.
Oglesby said Cedars-Sinai could
not have survived the pandemic
without its “health care heroes,”
and that the hospital was negligent
in its handling of internal COVID19 issues, as evidenced by the
Cal/OSHA violations.
According to the union, the hospital system did not immediately
report several cases of serious illnesses, including those sustained
by an environmental services technician, a certified nursing assistant
and a security officer who were all
hospitalized and later died.
In addition, SEIU-UHW alleges
that Cedars-Sinai failed to maintain
an “adequate” aerosol transmissible
disease exposure control plan,
which is a “standard designed to
protect employees who are at
increased risk of contracting certain
airborne infections.”
The union also maintained that
Cedars-Sinai failed to provide
required aerosol transmissible
pathogens training to auxiliary staff
and did not use “feasible engineering and work practice controls” to
reduce COVID-19 exposure to
some staff members.
“Since our founding in 1902,
Cedars-Sinai has earned national
recognition for safety and for providing the highest quality patient
care,” Priselac said. “Cedars-Sinai
has consistently earned five stars
from the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services – the highest rat-
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Some members of SEIU-UHW have been on strike since May 9, but
Cedars-Sinai officials said the hospital system is fully operational.

ing from the federal government
and an honor earned by just 14% of
U.S. hospitals surveyed. The medical center is one of the top 10 hospitals in the nation, consistently
earning a spot on the honor roll of
the U.S. News and World Report’s
‘Best Hospitals.’”
He said Cedars-Sinai recognizes
the “overwhelming stress and pressure” that the pandemic put on its
staff and “immediately took steps
to preserve a safe and rewarding
workplace.”
“We used the same universal precautions and safeguards, consistent
with federal and state guidelines, to
protect all employees who enter
patient areas,” Priselac added. “We
also provided the same level of
access to personal protective equipment to all employees, regardless of
the job they performed.”
West
Hollywood
City
Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath
visited the striking workers on May
10 and voiced support for SEIU-

UHW members.
“As a patient, I know their work
makes possible the care I receive,”
she said on Instagram. “As a community leader, I know their work
makes possible the vital partnerships we have in [West Hollywood
and Los Angeles County]. After
[more than two years] of frontline,
essential work during a global
health pandemic, their requests
[and] concerns must be taken seriously.”
Although both sides are disappointed in the negotiations thus far,
SEIU-UHW representatives said
they have “made movement” on
their wage proposal, and that their
proposal has “moved closer” to
what Cedars officials have offered.
Oglesby said she doesn’t know
what the union will do if an agreement is not reached by May 13.
“We’re going back to the bargaining table, and [hopefully] we
can come up with some kind of
solution for this,” she said.

Motion may expand shelter locations in L.A.
From page 1
may be poised to allow more shelters in residential neighborhoods.
“There are solutions needed for
the unhoused, but we can’t lose
sight that one solution can cause 10
more problems,” said Peter
Nichols, co-founder of Melrose
Action. “We are very concerned
that placing these shelters in residential neighborhoods could have a
negative effect. We all have to get
together to work on solutions so
they are in the best interest of
everyone.”
Cindy Chvatal-Keane, president
of the Hancock Park Homeowners
Association, said she is also watching the motion closely.
“We are concerned about it too,”
she said. “The answer we have
been getting back is it’s just a study,
nothing is being done and it’s just
exploratory. We did write a letter
[to the City Council] expressing our
concerns. We will be following it.”
The HPOA’s letter is among several statements sent by neighborhood councils, community groups
and individuals opposing an expansion of shelters in residential neighborhoods. The statements are
included in the City Council file
accompanying the motion. Others
in opposition include the Westside
Neighborhood Council, West Los
Angeles Neighborhood Council,
Mar Vista Neighborhood Council
and Venice Neighborhood Council.
Statements from the Echo Park
Neighborhood Council, Historic
Highland Park Neighborhood
Council and Reseda Neighborhood
Council supported the motion, par-

ticularly exploring the potential of
enabling more churches, temples
and faith-based institutions to provide shelters.
The council’s PLUM Committee
approved the motion on May 10
without opposition. Councilman
John Lee, whose 12th District in
the San Fernando Valley includes
many areas zoned for manufacturing, said he does not want to see
shelters take the place of facilities
that provide jobs, but added that he
was open to looking into places
where shelters may be appropriate.
Bonin, who authored the motion,
could not be reached for comment.
Los Angeles City Councilman Paul
Koretz, 5th District, is reserving
comment until he sees the report
from the planning department,
Koretz’s spokeswoman Alison
Simard said. Dan Halden, a
spokesman from Council President
Pro Tempore Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District, said the councilman wants
to see the report and hear from constituents before considering how to
move forward.
“Generally, the city is in need of
more shelters and we should keep
our options open in terms of finding new sites,” Halden said. “Our
office is always looking for creative solutions to find both temporary and permanent housing for
unhoused Angelenos. On this
item, we will await reports to
come back from the various
departments, and we also want to
understand more specifically what
the community process will look
like.”

The motion by Bonin to explore
other locations for shelters will be
considered by the full City
Council at a date to be determined.
While the city considers potential locations for more shelters,
Nichols cited an existing proposal
for a potential shelter at a vacant
building at the corner of Melrose
Avenue and Alta Vista Boulevard
as an example of the need for more
communication with constituents.
He said people in the neighborhood are eager for more information about the proposal.
Plans for the potential shelter,
which remains under consideration by the City Administrator’s
Office, have not been finalized,
Simard said. No further details
were available, she added.
“As of now, it is early in the
process and it is in the hands of the
CAO to determine whether this
property will meet the needs of
people experiencing homelessness. I have been working diligently to get facilities like this completed throughout my district,”
Koretz said in a statement.
“Whether this project will become
a reality is up to the CAO. If it is
determined that this property is
feasible, my office will start the
community outreach.”
Chvatal-Keane also stressed the
importance of open communication.
“It does good to engage all the
constituents,” she said. “We are
firm believers in engagement. You
need to engage the constituents
because every area is different.”

WeHo calls on residents to vote
As part of the city of West
Hollywood’s continuous efforts
to increase voter participation, the
city is reminding community
members that each vote counts
and that their voice matters in the
upcoming June 2022 Primary
Election.
The deadline to register for the
election is Monday, May 23.
Community members can check
their voter registration status at
lavote.gov.
Election Day is Tuesday, June
7. However, there are many ways
to vote early. Vote by mail and
ballot-drop-off voting began on
Monday, May 9. All registered
and eligible voters can expect to
receive VBM ballots in the mail.
Ballot drop box locations nearest
to the voter’s residence are
included on the VBM packet.
Voters can also find all drop box
locations (as well as vote centers)
on the Los Angeles County
Registrar-Recorder Locator Tool
online at LAvote.gov. On
Election Day, all drop boxes will
be locked at 8 p.m.
Many L.A. County vote centers will begin operating on
Saturday, May 28.
In California, residents are eligible to register and vote if they
are a U.S. citizen, at least 18years-old, registered where they
currently reside, not currently in
state or federal prison or on
parole for the conviction of a
felony, and not currently found
mentally incompetent to vote by
a court.
The city of West Hollywood
advises every eligible voter to
have a vote plan by checking their
voter registration status or register
to vote at lavote.net/vrstatus or by
calling (800)815-2666. Further,
residents should educate themselves about the issues and then
vote as soon as they receive their
ballot and encourage friends, family and neighbors to vote or register to vote.
In addition, the city advises
residents to assist those who need
help with their vote by mail ballot

or offer to take a homebound
senior to a vote center.
Voters can sign-up to receive
personalized text messages,
emails and/or automated voice
messages on their vote-by-mail
ballot (whether sent by mail or
dropped off at a ballot drop box
or vote center) by subscribing to
Where’s My Ballot. It is a free
service available to all registered
voters that provides updated
information about where their
ballot is and when they can
expect to receive it. For information,
visit
california.ballottrax.net/voter.
The city of West Hollywood
has worked with L.A. County to
establish three ballot drop box
locations. They are bright yellow,
clearly marked and feature safety
and security features, such as 24hour electronic monitoring.
The locations are at West
Hollywood City Hall, 8300 Santa
Monica Blvd. (behind City Hall,
off of North Sweetzer Avenue),
the West Hollywood Library, 625
N. San Vicente Blvd. (on the west
side of the street, in front of the
library) and Plummer Park, 7377
Santa Monica Blvd. (in front of
the community center).
Traditional
neighborhood
“polling places” have been
replaced in Los Angeles County
by vote centers, which allow residents to vote at any vote center
location. Select vote centers will
be available beginning Saturday,
May 28. All Los Angeles County
voters will have 10 consecutive
days, as well as Election Day, to
vote in-person at a vote center.
In West Hollywood, there will
be a vote center at Plummer
Park’s Fiesta Hall, 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd. It will be open
from Saturday, May 28, through
Election Day. For vote center
locations,
visit
locator.lavote.gov/locations/vc.
For information, call the City
of West Hollywood’s City
Clerk’s Office at (323)848-6800,
or visit the city’s elections page
at weho.org/elections.

Feuer calls for freedom task force
Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer on May 6 announced at a
news conference on the steps of
City Hall that he has sent a letter to
President Joe Biden proposing that
the administration immediately
convene a presidential task force
for women’s medical freedom.
In the letter, Feuer said the decision will create a national emergency that the U.S. must prepare
for now.
“Twenty-six states will completely ban women’s ability to
obtain safe and legal abortion, forcing tens of thousands of women
suddenly to carry unwanted pregnancies to term, turn to other
venues to receive the medical care
they deserve or resort to unsafe
procedures that could jeopardize
their health and safety,” the letter
read.
Feuer proposed that the task
force consist of leaders and experts
at the local, state and national levels.
He said they should address
expanding clinic capacity in states
where abortion remains legal; coordinating logistics and funding to
provide housing and transportation
for women and girls who must
travel long distances to other states
to obtain safe and legal abortions;

funding and staffing legal defense
efforts for women, providers and
others targeted by so-called bounty
laws in states outlawing abortion;
protecting medical providers in
states where abortion is legal that
should be able to consult remotely
with patients without fear of prosecution or lawsuits; expanding and
securing the right to send and
receive abortion medications
across state lines, regardless of the
age of the patient; and providing
resettlement support for women
and girls who flee states where
abortion is prohibited and fear legal
repercussions if they were to return
home.
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

INCOME TAX

ALL YEAR
INCOME TAX

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW CLIENTS

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036

WEST HOLLYWOOD

Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER
COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program.

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

323.393.5238

2

latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.

HANDYMAN

Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

HONEST HANDYMAN
DOES IT ALL

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.

Serving the Westside for 32 years

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

• Plumbing • Electrical
• Roofing • Tile • Flooring
• Painting • A/C Repair
Carpentry • Drywall
• Windows • Decks
• Kitchen & Bath Specialist

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

FORT CONSTRUCTION
General Contractors
Call Manny

(310)729-9612
(424)284-3314

Lic#465817 Bonded • Insured

fortconstructionla.com

HANDYMAN WANTED
Reliable handyman,
4-unit buidling.
Beverly-Fairfax area.
References.
Leave message and
repeat. Kay.
(818)347-9317

WE PUBLISH
LEGAL NOTICES!
Send inquiries to
karen@beverlypress.com

Advertise and reach
thousands of readers
at BeverlyPress.com
for only $8/M
impressions.

Ways to subscribe

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Drilling tool
4. Testing area
7. Key of Prokofiev’s first piano concerto
12. Ostrich cousin
13. Middle East dweller
15. Game enjoyed by Bill Gates
16. Gibbon, for one
17. Perfume brand
18. Fingers
19. Sweet things
22. Dublin's home
23. Femur
24. Yale alum
27. “You wish!”
31. Cirque du Soleil employee
33. Battery for laser pointers
35. Non-verbal O.K.'s
36. Sweet thing
43. Tops off
44. Gussy (up)
45. High profile
49. Like some candles
54. Brew
55. German article
57. Prefix with pop
58. Sweet thing
62. Substitute
65. Head connection
66. Navy ship intro
67. Eastern people
68. Farmer’s storage area

69. Cowboy great, Marvin
70. They would
71. Vienna’s land, abbr.
72. New York time
Down
1. Didn’t just criticize
2. Hinder
3. “C’est la ___”
4. Plasterwork backing
5. Syria, long ago
6. “Arabian Nights” name
7. Bureau slider
8. Partner of starts
9. Mormons, initially
10. Years ___
11. Lowest honor card
14. The start of a tulip
15. Unbroken mustang
20. Caspian or Dead
21. Hawaiian for “long”
24. Black in color
25. “Shane” star, Alan
26. Wee
28. Fannie ___
29. Paddle
30. ‘Platoon’ war zone
32. ___ whim
34. Assist
36. “If you like ___ coladas ...” (Rupert
Holmes lyric)
37. Earth Day subj.

38. Tennis's Sampras
39. Good works ad
40. One rejection after another
41. Pampering, briefly
42. French key
46. In arrears
47. African animals
48. Business letter abbr.
50. Maiden name...
51. Cousin of a capillary
52. Rubs out

53. Thomas Hardy country
56. Many ages
58. Sporting ___
59. “Star Wars” princess
60. Rights grp.
61. Bout enders, in brief
62. Lucrative, as a contract
63. Meeting time suffix
64. Police detector discovery
answers on page 22
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ROSEWOOD STEM MAGNET
URBAN PLANNING & URBAN DESIGN

We ™ Our Students!
Be a part of the first Urban Planning
and Urban Design STEM magnet
in LAUSD!
Rosewood is a community that nurtures the whole child
and through a STEM focus, with an urban planning and urban design theme,
there are many pathways to meet your child’s interests.
Rosewood has a full time music teacher with students receiving
music theory, keyboarding and ukulele.
Students take part in the Mindfulness Lab, Science Lab,
Technology Lab, and our brand new Makerspace.
Rosewood is also a Social Emotional Focus school.

Visit www.rosewoodelementary.org
or call (323)651-0166
503 N. CROFT AVENUE LOS ANGELES, CA 90048

