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West Hollywood will audit ‘Let’s do this,’ new BH mayor says
Sheriff’s Department budget
n Lili Bosse outlines

By rAnce collins
The West Hollywood City
Council has unanimously moved to
conduct an independent audit of the
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department’s budget and will
investigate the effectiveness of various public safety tools, including
the Block by Block unarmed security teams, the installation of surveillance cameras and increased

homeless outreach resources. The
motion came at the close of an over
six-hour meeting on April 4, with
most of the discussion devoted to
public safety.
In February, the West Hollywood
Public Safety Commission recommended that $3.6 million be
deducted from the sherriff’s department’s budget, which prompted an
outcry from city residents.
See WeHo page 31
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The West Hollywood City Council considered a recommendation to cut
funding from the sheriff’s department’s budget on April 4.

her vision for third
term as city’s mayor

By AAron Blevins
After being sworn in during the
Beverly Hills City Council’s reorganizational meeting on April 5,
Mayor Lili Bosse introduced several new public safety measures
the Beverly Hills Police
Department and the city will
bring before the council next
week.
The department is looking into
the creation of a real-time watch
center, which will ensure live
monitoring of approximately
2,000 security cameras in Beverly
Hills. Further, BHPD is implementing a text message alert system for the community and a system for police officers to hear
emergency calls without awaiting
instructions from dispatchers.
“We have witnessed theft and
violence in our streets, hate-filled,
antisemitic flyers dropped on our
doorsteps, and we have dealt with
the trauma and the loss of not
being able to just be together
when needed each other the
most,” Bosse said. “But, tonight
starts a new chapter in the story of
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Lili Bosse, right, was sworn in by former U.S. Ambassador to the
Bahamas Nicole A. Avant at The Wallis.

Beverly Hills, and we’re going to
write it together.”
She said it has become clear that
residents need “timely, accurate
information” from the BHPD,
which is why the city has developed a text message notification
system that can be accessed by
texting “BHPDAlert” to 888777.
“Events in real-time are incredibly important in this era of social
media, apps and neighborhood
chats,” Bosse said. “Information
has a way of spreading quickly,

but often it’s not accurate or helpful. These days, safety is always
on our minds. I want you to be
able to receive information directly from our Beverly Hills Police
Department immediately as
events occur in our city.”
She said the real-time watch
center will be “phased-in” to
enhance security camera coverage
in Beverly Hills.
“Also supporting the monitoring of live cameras is seven-day-

A changing of the guard
at WeHo Sheriff’s Station CD13 candidates debate in virtual forum
n Lt. Moulder named

acting captain after
Ramirez promotion
By edwin folven
The West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station underwent a change in
leadership on April 2 after former
captain Edward Ramirez was promoted to commander of the Los
Angeles
County
Sheriff’s

Department’s North Patrol
Division.
Ramirez led the West
Hollywood station since March
2019, and had previous stints
there as a watch commander and
operations lieutenant. He joined
the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department in 1990 and has
worked in numerous assignments
in custody, patrol, administration
and the Office of the Sheriff. In
See Station page 30
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The West Hollywood City Council honored Commander Edward
Ramirez, former captain of the city’s Sheriff’s Station, on April 4.

See Bosse page 30

By AAron Blevins

The Larchmont Boulevard
Association, Larchmont Village
Neighborhood Association and
Windsor Square Association held
an online forum for all five Los
Angeles City Council 13th District
candidates on April 4.
Four of the candidates –
labor/community organizer Hugo
Soto-Martinez, homelessness policy advisor Kate Pynoos, community organizer Albert Corado and
deputy sheriff/educator Steve
Johnson – are looking to unseat
Council Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell in June.
Moderated by Mike Murphy, codirector of the USC Center for
Political Future, the forum offered
the candidates an opportunity to
sound off on several issues facing
the district, such as crime and
homelessness. They also discussed
the L.A. County District Attorney
George Gascón recall campaign
and the future of the Los Angeles
Police Department.
“The money that we are using is
being used very incorrectly,” SotoMartinez said of the LAPD budget.
“There’s been multiple systems
throughout the country that have

photo by Rance Collins

Larchmont Boulevard is now part of the L.A. City Council’s 13th District.

proven we can use the same amount
of resources and actually prevent
crime.”
He referenced the city of
Denver’s Support Team Assisted
Response program, which has
fielded approximately 2,700 calls in
the last year-and-a-half and has
been more efficient in responding
to issues like trespassing and lowlevel property crimes, he said.

“That is a program we could do
here in Los Angeles,” SotoMartinez added. “It’ll make our
taxpayer [dollars] stretch longer
and farther, and we’ll get more services, not less.”
Johnson said the crime issues
L.A. is facing stem from the city
cutting the LAPD budget two years
ago. He said he would like to see
See Candidates page 31
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CALENDAR
‘A Heated
Discussion’

The Robey Theatre Company presents
“A Heated Discussion,” a new play
written by Levy Lee Simon running
Thursday, April 7, through Sunday,
May 15, in the Los Angeles Theatre
Center’s intimate Theatre Four. The
play reunites the creative duo of
Simon and director Ben Guillory, who
is also co-founder and producing artistic director of the Robey Theatre
Company. A trio of Orishas (entities of
the spirit world), dismayed and
enraged at the state of the world and
the fates of African Americans in particular, convenes the spirits of famous
departed Black figures such as Martin
Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, Ida B.
Wells, James Baldwin, Lorraine
Hansberry, Maya Angelou, Richard
Pryor, Tupac Shakur, Nina Simone
and others. What follows is a heated
discussion. Showtimes are 8 p.m.,
Thursday through Saturday; 3 p.m.,
Sunday. General admission is $35. 514
S. Spring St. therobeytheatrecompany.org.

Zubin Mehta and
The LA Phil

Classical music fans won’t want to miss
“Mehta Conducts
Bruckner
and
Berg,” an LA
Philharmonic performance
on
Thursday, April 7,
at 8 p.m. at the
Walt
Disney
Concert Hall. A
longtime champion of Anton Bruckner,
the LA Phil’s conductor emeritus Zubin
Mehta brings out the spiritual beauty of
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the composer’s poignant symphonic
farewell. Norwegian virtuoso Vilde
Frang will also perform Alban Berg’s
Violin Concerto. Tickets start at $63.
111 S. Grand Ave. laphil.com.

Culinary history

Join the Culinary Historians of
Southern California for “Capirotada,
Mexico’s Lenten Bread Pudding and
its
Religious
and
Cultural
Significance,” a free lecture with
baker and bread scientist Alex Peña
on Saturday, April 9, at 10:30 a.m., via
Zoom. Peña grew
up in his family’s
L.A. bakery, La
Morenita Bakery
& Tortilleria, and
the experience of
making capirotada with his mother led to the start
of his career as a baker and bread scientist. During culinary school at Le
Cordon Bleu California, he was head
baker and moonlighted as a personal
pastry chef. Peña has trained in
advanced enzyme technology in
Turkey and Switzerland and held
technical positions in the baking
industry developing Hispanic bread,
cake and doughnut mixes for in-store
bakeries and global companies.
Admission is free but reservations are
required. eventbrite.com/e/culinaryhistory-program-capirotada-mexicoslenten-bread-pudding-tickets307600099177.

Martha Redbone
‘Roots Project’

Martha Redbone makes her Broad
Stage debut with “Roots Project” on
Saturday, April 9, at
7:30 p.m. With
songs and storytelling that share
her life experience
as a Native and
Black woman and
mother, Redbone
gives voice to
issues of social justice, bridging traditions, connecting cultures and celebrating the human spirit. She is known for
unique folk, blues and gospel from her
childhood in Harlan County, Kentucky,
infused with the eclectic, gritty sounds
of pre-gentrified Brooklyn. Tickets start
at $35. 1310 11th St., Santa Monica.
(310)434-3200, thebroadstage.org.

Holocaust film

Join Holocaust Museum Los Angeles
and Women of Temple Israel of
Hollywood for a special screening of
“Janka” on Saturday, April 9, at 4 p.m. at
the temple. “Janka” is based on a mother’s Holocaust struggles never shared but
lovingly recreated by her son through the
painstaking translation of her letters written in Yiddish and discovered after her
passing. Originally staged for live theater
and performed around the world, the
movie was made during the pandemic
and captures a story for future generations. The event includes a Q&A session
with the artists after the screening. Light
refreshments will be served. 7300
Hollywood Blvd. Registration required.
tioh.org/event/janka-a-holocaust-survivor.

Theatre 40

Theatre 40 is hosting a staged reading
of “Twirl” on Sunday, April 10, at 7
p.m. in the Reuben Cordova Theatre on
the campus of Beverly Hills High
School. “Twirl” won the 2021 Beverly
Hills Theatre Guild Julie Harris
Playwriting Award. In the story, nominees for the chief justice of the
Supreme Court fear new, explosively
damaging testimony at hearings.
Written by Joe Sutton, the cast includes
Virginia Deaver, Sarilee Kahn, Diane
Linder and David Hunt Stafford.
Admission is free. 241 S. Moreno Dr.
theatre40.org.

‘Re-Imagining
Sondheim’

UCLA’s Center for the Art of
Performance welcomes pianist Anthony
de Mare performing “Liaisons: ReImagining Sondheim from the Piano”
on Sunday, April
10, at 7 p.m. in
Royce Hall. De
Mare pays tribute
to the musical
genius with 14
new commissions
of
Sondheim
songs, re-imagined
for piano by leading contemporary composers in jazz,
film, theater and classical music including Timo Andres, Jon Batiste, Ted
Hearne, Meredith Monk and Jeff Beal.
Tickets start at $39. 10745 Dickson
Court. (310)825-2101, cap.ucla.edu.

Miguel Poveda
flamenco concert

Kala Koa Entertainment and the Los
Angeles International Flamenco
Festival present Miguel Poveda in his
Los Angeles solo debut on Wednesday,
April 13, at 8 p.m.
at the Wilshire
Ebell
Theatre.
Poveda will perform the traditional
musical forms of
flamenco and will
share his personal
connection to the
music. Tickets start
at $35. 4401 W. Eighth St. (800)5954849, kalakoa.tix.com.

Flamenco jazz

Antonio Lizana, one of the most celebrated artists of the new flamenco jazz
movement in southern Spain, will perform on Thursday, April 14, at 8 p.m.
at the Bourbon Room in Hollywood.
A saxophonist, flamenco singer and
composer, Lizana has performed more
than 300 concerts
in more than 30
countries. Lizana
will be joined by
guest
dancer
Manuel Gutierrez,
as well as Gabriel
Chakarji
on
piano,
Eviator
Slivnik on drums and Ben Tiberio on
bass. Tickets are $25. 6356
Hollywood Blvd. tix.com/ticketsales/kalakoa/1723/event/1263172.

WeHo hosts community clean-ups

West Hollywood will host three
community clean-up events in April
and May.
The mid-city community cleanup will take place Sunday, April 10,
starting at the West Hollywood City
Hall, which is located at 8300 Santa
Monica Blvd. Check-in is at 9 a.m.,
and the clean-up will take place
from 9:45 a.m.-noon.
The eastside community cleanup will take place on Saturday, May

7, with check-in at Plummer Park,
located at 7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
Check-in is at 9 a.m., and clean-up
will take place from 9:45 a.m.noon.
The westside community cleanup will occur on Saturday, May 21.
Check-in will be at 9 a.m. at the
West Hollywood Park, located at
647 N. San Vicente Blvd. Clean-up
will be from 9:45 a.m.-noon.
For information, visit weho.org.

L.A. City Council approves
electric vehicle master plan

The Los Angeles City Council
on April 6 unanimously approved
Council President Pro Tempore
Mitch O’Farrell and Councilman
Paul Krekorian’s initiative to create an Electric Vehicle Master
Plan, a historic step toward electrifying the entire city fleet of
over 10,000 vehicles and, for the
first time, implementing the mass
deployment of publicly accessible EV infrastructure citywide.
“The Los Angeles City
Council made history,” said
O’Farrell, 13th District. “We are
already well on our way to our
LA100 goal of achieving 100%
carbon-free energy by 2035, but
our actions [on April 6] put in
motion our plan to transform
electric vehicle infrastructure in
Los Angeles. Historically, Los
Angeles has the worst air quality
in the nation, especially disadvantaged communities who disproportionately live adjacent to
major transportation infrastruc-

ture, including freeways. We
must prioritize historically
neglected communities in our
focus to clean the air with our EV
master plan and our ‘LA100’
efforts more broadly.”
“A century ago, Los Angeles
led the automotive revolution of
the past. Today, the Council is
leading the automotive revolution of the future,” added
Krekorian, 2nd District. “Our
actions are the foundation of a
thoughtful, visionary and effective transition to electric vehicles
by the city and by the public.”
The council's actions chart a
course to fully electrify the entire
city fleet, the councilmen said.
The initial focus will be to electrify the four largest departmental
fleets: StreetsLA, LA Sanitation
& Environment, the Department
of Recreation and Parks and the
Department of Transportation.
For
informtion,
visit
cd13.com.

The Candidates for CD 5
and Please Stay Safe!
Thanks to everyone who attended the virtual Council
District 5 Candidate Forum
on March 21st hosted by the
Association. We heard from
the three top polling candidates: Sam Yebri, Katy Yaroslavsky and Jimmy Biblarz
and they answered questions, stated their vision for the
future of Los Angeles and Hancock Park and made their
case for why they should be our representative on the
City Council. If you missed the forum you can watch
and listen at: https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/LymvaANT8btBJUZo0yJMJFObFa8oX979bKOQKg7zMEZUxeLhC3_LqXriPfxJCt8.izU42WVLgs0_LsDN
The upcoming election will be critically important to the
future of our neighborhood and City. Our Council
Member is our representative with City government and
having a responsible and responsive member is vitally
important to the safety and quality of life in our community. We will also be choosing a new mayor and the
Association plans to host a mayoral candidate forum
after the primary.
And Stay Safe: There are three security services that
offer protection in Hancock Park: 1) SSA - SSA Security
Guards & Neighborhood Patrol in Los Angeles | SSA
Security (ssa-securitygroup.com); 2) ADT - ADT Home
Security Systems | Los Angeles, CA | ADT.com and 3)
Magen AM - Magen Am USA (magenamusa.org.)
Please consider subscribing to one or more of these patrols. The LAPD is hard pressed to provide protection
throughout an enormous city of millions of people.
Private security supplements public services and
keeps our neighborhood safe.
Remember to alert your neighbors and the police if you
see something suspicious. Leave outside lights on overnight. Lock your car. Lock your house. Set the alarm if
you have one and consider installing one if you don’t.
Stay alert on walks and while getting in and out of your
car. Walk with a friend when possible.

Please see our website at www.HancockPark.org
Join a committee!
Come to a Zoom meeting! Participate!
We are all volunteers!
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Epstein remembered as a humanitarian
By edwin folven
Many people in the community
are mourning the death of George
Epstein, a longtime Fairfax District
resident and well known as a
columnist in poker and gaming
publications.
Epstein died at the age of 95 on
March 29. His health had been
declining due to a heart condition,
and he had been in the hospital and
hospice care since January, his
daughter, Sue Epstein, said. On
April 5, the Los Angeles City
Council adjourned in Epstein’s
memory at the request of
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District.
“In the city of Angels, George
certainly earned his wings, here on
Earth and beyond,” Koretz said.
“On March 29, at the age of 95, he
passed away. George was a loving,
kind and absolutely brilliant man
who cared so much about his family and the city that he lived in.
George read a stack of newspapers
every morning and regularly submitted letters to the editor to local
publications and the L.A. Times. In
fact, the Beverly Press almost
always had a letter from him in
their weekly publication, which I
always looked for. It is my honor
and privilege to adjourn in the
wonderful memory of a great and
brilliant man and friend, George
Epstein.”
Approximately 100 people
attended funeral services for
Epstein on April 1 at Hillside
Memorial Park, Sue Epstein said.
She remembered her father as a
caring family man, a pioneer in the
aerospace industry and an enthusiastic poker player, but most of all,
she stressed that he was a humanitarian and a “thinker.”
“He was always thinking of
ways to help people, to make the
world better,” Sue Epstein said.
“Dad never wasted time, and he
always said to make sure you
appreciate those around you, and to
make a contribution to the world
around you. He appreciated the
people in his life and always had
something to say to everyone.”
Epstein was born in Boston and
attended Boston Latin School,
University of Massachusetts at
Amherst and the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, where he
studied chemistry. He served on a
submarine mine sweeper in the
U.S. Navy during World War II.
Epstein married his wife, Irene,
in 1951 and the following year
moved to Los Angeles, where the
couple enjoyed a 45-year marriage.
Sue Epstein said they first lived in
a duplex near Fairfax Avenue and
Venice Boulevard, and later on
Orange Drive near Beverly
Boulevard. In the 1980s, George
Epstein purchased the family’s current residence on Detroit Street.
Epstein worked as an aerospace
engineer specializing in adhesives
and composites, which are materials and structures used in rockets
and spacecraft. He initially worked
for North American Aviation and
created groundbreaking adhesives
to hold parts on aircraft fuselages
and rockets together. He later
worked for Aero-Jet General, Ford
Aerospace and the Aerospace
Corporation, from which he retired
in 1991 at the age of 65. Sue
Epstein said her father remained
active in the aerospace industry as
a consultant for years after retirement, and also worked closely with
the Society for the Advancement of
Materials and Process Engineering

North America, a professional
organization that he was involved
with for decades. In a statement,
SAMPE North America CEO Zane
Clark called him “a giant in the
composites industry.”
“The story of SAMPE would not
have been written without Mr.
Epstein and cannot be told without
sharing his legacy,” Clark said.
“Mr. Epstein’s passing is a great
loss to the SAMPE community and
the industry he so loyally served.”
Epstein’s wife died in 1996, and
as way of giving back, SAMPE
established the Irene Epstein
Memorial Scholarship fund for
Fairfax High School students planning to pursue careers in the science, engineering and medical
fields. A few years ago, the scholarships were expanded to students
at the Girls Academic Leadership
Academy, located on the campus
of Los Angeles High School.
“[The
scholarships
were]
SAMPE’s idea, because my mother
would always volunteer at all of
their events,” Sue Epstein said.
“My brother and I went to Fairfax
High School, so that’s why they
selected it to go to students there.

Now, [scholarships] are given to
students at GALA too.”
After his retirement, Epstein
started his “second career” in
poker, which he played almost
daily. He originally knew little
about the game and learned by
reading books, playing and taking
copious notes, Sue Epstein said.
“He and my mom used to go to
Las Vegas a lot together,” she
added. “He studied [poker] and it
was a hobby, but when my mom
passed away, he was devastated
and needed something to ease his
mind. If you looked at his book
shelf, you wouldn’t believe it.
Every book on poker you can
imagine, he had it, and file drawers
full of poker articles.”
Epstein organized a senior poker
group that still plays at the Claude
Pepper Senior Center on La
Cienega Boulevard, and was a regular at the Hustler Casino and
Normandie Club.
Epstein wrote columns on poker
for the gaming publications
Cardplayer Lifestyle and Gaming
Today. He used the name George
“The Engineer” Epstein, in tribute
to his career as an aerospace engi-

photo courtesy of Sue Epstein

George Epstein, an avid poker player and reader of the Beverly Press,
died on March 29 after battling a heart condition.

neer. He was also author of three
books on poker.
Sue Epstein said her father
would want people to remember
him as a caring person who strived
to make the world better for everyone. In his memory, she hopes people consider ways to help others.
“He was a giver,” she added.
“He was a very thoughtful man. He
was always thinking about ways to
improve the world and everyone

around him.”
Epstein is survived by his daughter and his two granddaughters,
Dani and Esther. Sue Epstein asked
that in lieu of flowers, people wishing to honor her father make donations to SAMPE. Donations can be
sent to the Irene Epstein Memorial
Scholarship Fund, c/o SAMPE Los
Angeles Chapter, Dr. Clement
Hiel, 767 Channel St., San Pedro,
CA 90731.
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WeHo hit-and-run remains under investigation

n Two pedestrians

are injured in early
morning collision

By edwin folven

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

Police arrested the two suspects near the Louis Vuitton store on
Rodeo Drive shortly after the alleged theft occurred.

Two arrested for grand theft
at BH Louis Vuitton store
By edwin folven

Beverly
Hills
Police
Department officers arrested two
suspects for grand theft on March
31 after they allegedly stole merchandise from the Louis Vuitton
store at 295 N. Rodeo Dr.
The theft was reported at
approximately 1:30 p.m., and the
BHPD announced at 2:25 p.m.
that two suspects were in custody. The suspects were located

near the store and police recovered the merchandise. The
BHPD has not released any further information about the suspects or the attempted theft, and
could not be reached for comment.
The pair allegedly shoved a
security guard, who sustained
minor injuries.
Anyone with information is
urged to call the BHPD at
(310)285-2125.

Suspect sought after attempting
to steal Rolex watch in WeHo
By edwin folven

Detectives in West Hollywood
are searching for a male suspect
who allegedly attempted to steal a
Rolex watch from a victim on
March 30.
The victim and suspect, who
police said were negotiating a sale
of the watch, agreed to meet at an
unnamed jewelry store in the 8400
block of Santa Monica Boulevard.
Lt. Bill Moulder, acting captain at
the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station, said the suspect and victim
met online and the suspect asked to
meet at the store to confirm the
Rolex watch was genuine. During
the meeting, the male suspect
attempted to grab the watch and
flee, but the men struggled and the
suspect ran outside without the
watch. The suspect drove away in a

vehicle that was last seen fleeing
east on Santa Monica toward
Crescent Heights Boulevard.
Moulder did not have any
updates on the investigation, but
said the attempted robbery has not
been linked to any similar crimes.
He added that the way the suspect
attempted to steal the watch was
unusual.
“That particular mode of operation, in terms of meeting someone
online, we haven’t seen that,” he
said. “Compared to what has happened in Beverly Hills lately where
they went up and smashed windows and stole merchandise, it’s a
very different approach. We don’t
think it’s related to anything else.”
Anyone with information about
the crime is urged to call the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station at
(310)855-8850.

D.A. appeals for information
on unsolved homicides

Los Angeles County District
Attorney George Gascón on April
5 urged people who have witnessed
homicides to come forward and
report information that can help
lead to criminal charges.
“We know that people are often
reluctant to come forward as witnesses because trust has been broken and severed,” Gascón said. “I
want to repair and mend those relationships because solving yesterday’s homicide may be the key to
preventing tomorrow’s homicide.”
Gascón said homicide cases can
remain unsolved for decades
because witnesses are unwilling to
cooperate with law enforcement.

While some cases are solved with
forensic or video evidence, there
are many others in which eyewitness testimony is critical, he added.
Last week, Gascón pledged to
support victims in unsolved criminal cases. He is asking the Los
Angeles County Board of
Supervisors for additional funding
to provide services for victims and
their families.
People who are not comfortable
reporting information about a
crime to law enforcement agencies
can email the information to the
Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office at info@da.lacounty.gov.

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department investigators are searching for the driver of a vehicle that
struck two pedestrians on April 2 in
West Hollywood and fled the scene
without stopping.
The collision occurred at approximately 3:05 a.m. as the two male
victims were standing in the street
next to a parked vehicle in the 9200
block of Sunset Boulevard. The collision occurred in a residential
neighborhood west of Doheny Drive
near the Beverly Hills border. A witness called police after seeing the
men lying in the roadway. The two
victims were transported to a hospital and are recovering, authorities
said.
A purported video of the incident
that circulated on social media and
was shown on television news
broadcasts shows a vehicle
approaching the two men. The video
stops before the collision occurs.
The footage appears to be from a
security camera in the neighborhood. Investigators confirmed they
had seen the video but declined to
release any information about it.
“Our detectives are aware of a
video related to the incident that is

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station investigators are searching for a driver
who struck and injured two pedestrians on April 2.

circulating [on] social media, and we
are following up on leads,” read a
statement issued by the sheriff’s
department.
The investigation is being handled
by the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station’s traffic detectives. Lt. Bill
Moulder, acting captain at the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station, said on
April 5 that he did not have any fur-

ther information about the video or
the investigation, which is ongoing.
Anyone who witnessed the collision or has information is urged to
call the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station
at
(310)855-8850.
Anonymous tips can be made to
Crimestoppers by calling (800)222TIPS, or visiting lacrimestoppers.org.

Man charged for attempted robbery in Beverly Hills
n Suspect also faces

murder charge in
Los Angeles

By edwin folven
The Beverly Hills Police
Department announced on March
30 that a suspect has been charged
for an attempted armed robbery on
Feb. 25 in the 200 block of South
Beverly Drive.
The suspect, Kavion Shamour
Sims-Petty, of Victorville, is also
facing murder and firearms charges
for an unrelated homicide committed on Feb. 4 in the city of Los
Angeles. He was arrested on March
9 when BHPD and Los Angeles
Police Department detectives
served a search warrant at an undisclosed location in Los Angeles.
On March 11, the Los Angeles
County District Attorney’s Office

charged Sims-Petty with murder
and shooting at an occupied vehicle
in connection with the crime in Los
Angeles. He was also charged with
attempted robbery and assault with
a semi-automatic firearm for the
crime in Beverly Hills, as well as
possession of a firearm by a convicted felon.
BHPD Lt. Giovanni Trejo said
the attempted robbery on Feb. 25
involved two suspects who tried to
steal a wristwatch from a victim
standing next to his parked Ferrari
in the 200 block of South Beverly
Drive. A struggle ensued and the
suspects fled without stealing the
watch, he added.
Sims-Petty fled on foot, and the
other suspect fled in a white SUV,
Trejo said. Sims-Petty allegedly
discarded a loaded handgun in a
trash bin in a nearby alley. The gun
was later recovered by police.
Trejo said the BHPD’s investiga-

tion connected Sims-Petty to the
attempted armed robbery, but did
not provide further details.
Information about the homicide
was not available from the LAPD.
Sims-Petty allegedly shot Joshua
Giles, 31, in a parking lot in the
5200 block of South Normandie
Ave., in the Vermont Square community. The Los Angeles County
Office of Medical ExaminerCoroner listed Giles as dying from
multiple gunshot wounds.
Sims-Petty is being held at the
North County Correctional Facility
on more than $5.1 million bail and
has court hearings scheduled on
April 21 and May 6. Anyone with
information about the Beverly
Hills attempted robbery is urged to
call (310)285-2125. Anonymous
reports can be made to Crime
Stoppers by calling (800)2228477, and visiting lacrimestoppers.org.
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Red Hot Chili Peppers honored with star
By rance collins
Anthony Kiedis, Flea, Chad
Smith and John Frusciante, who
together form the band Red Hot
Chili Peppers, on March 31 celebrated the unveiling of their star on
Hollywood’s Walk of Fame.
“To me this is not a story of individuals,” said Kiedis, the group’s
co-founder
and
vocalist.
“Something happens when we
come together that is much greater
than the individual parts. The sum
total of our parts is that we were
able to find something that we love
doing and communicate with the
entire world.”
For the group, having a star in the
6900 block of Hollywood
Boulevard is significant.
“When I was 11 years old, I panhandled on this street,” said Flea,
who co-founded the band and plays
bass. “When I was in high school, I
marched on this street playing trumpet in the Hollywood High marching band … I know this street inside
out, and this street knows me. And
whenever we travel around the
world, this street has always been a
part of me. I’m really grateful that
now we can be a part of it.”

“When I was 11
years old, I
panhandled on
this street.”
Flea
RHCP co-founder

“We started out playing dive bars
up and down this street and making
a handful of people dance,” Kiedis
said. “As time went on, we stuck
together as a team and as a band,
and now we can make everybody
dance and feel joy.”
“I first moved to Hollywood in
1987 when I was 17 years old,” said
Frusciante, who joined the band in
1988 as the guitarist and has been
with them on-and-off since then.
“And by coincidence my apartment was exactly one block in that
direction,” Frusciante added, pointing one block north of the star’s
location.
“I moved here in 1988. I, too,
walked down these streets,” said
Smith, who also joined the band in
1988 as the drummer. “And to be
here so now that everyone can walk
on us...”
Smith also gave a nod to the other
men who have been with Red Hot
Chili Peppers over the years. Past
members include Dave Navarro,
Josh Klinghoffer, Jesse Tobias, Arik
Marshall, D.H. Peligro, DeWayne
McKnight, Josh Sherman, Cliff
Martinez, Jack Irons and Hillel
Slovak.
“[They’re] all part of our journey
… and they’re all part of the reason
we’re here today,” Smith added.
The event, chair of the
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce
Nicole Mihalka noted, was among
the largest the Walk of Fame
Committee had seen. The chamber
manages the Hollywood Walk of
Fame.
During the ceremony, fans
crowded the surrounding blocks and
spilled into the street. While one
lane had been shut down for the
event, additional lanes were eventually closed by police to account for
the crowd.
The University of Southern
California’s marching band and
cheerleaders played Red Hot Chili

Peppers’ hits before the ceremony,
further engaging the boisterous
crowd.
“The band sounds great … amazing. Thank you so much,” Smith
said.
Woody Harrelson, George
Clinton and Bob Forrest spoke as
well.
“I love, love, love me some Red
Hot Chili Peppers,” Harrelson said.
“I met these guys back in the ‘80s
before most of you were born …
these guys really are some amazing
people, and the thing is they really
care. I know that they’ve given hundreds of thousands of dollars to an
orphanage in Peru. They were the

first guys back before everything
was digital … to do non-wood,
post-consumer waste paper for their
CDs, saving thousands of trees.”
“And on top of that, they were the
first people to make the common,
ordinary sock, a central part of the
fashion world,” Harrelson added.
The star is located in front of the
Amoeba Records store. The ceremony coincided with the release of
the band’s new album, “Unlimited
Love,” which is available for download and in stores.
The first single from the album,
“Black Summer,” was their record
14th No. 1 on Billboard’s alternative songs charts.

photo by Rance Collins

The Red Hot Chili Peppers were honored on March 31.

We’re rolling back prices!
Thank you for your support for the
past 37 years, especially during
the past two years.
Now, faced with rising prices
and inflation affecting familes in
our community,
we are saying NO to raising prices

INFLATION

and keeping the cost of preserving
and protecting your artwork
affordable.

“I am really grateful to all of my customers
and neighbors for supporting my business
during tough times. I am showing my
appreciation by rolling back prices
to give back to you!”
— Allan

Built on an old-fashioned foundation of honesty and trust,
we stand proud and look forward to continuing to
serve you and the community now and for the future.

Allan Jeffries Framing
8301 W. Third St. • Los Angeles, CA 90048
323.655.1296 • www.allanjeffries.com
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In-person meetings resume in West Hollywood
By rance collins
The West Hollywood City
Council returned to regular in-person meetings on April 4, and though
the meeting itself was one of the
longest in recent history, members
of the council celebrated the step
toward normalcy.
“It felt good to be back in council
chambers. People were ready to
engage in person, especially for a
meeting with such an important
agenda,” Mayor Lauren Meister
said.
“It’s great to be back in person
with everyone,” Councilwoman
Lindsey Horvath said. “The city of
West Hollywood is known for people being engaged in our public discourse, no matter what it is we’re
talking about. And I’m glad that we
are making [the council chambers]
available to people to be back in
person.”
“It felt exactly right to be having
our council meetings in person
again,” councilman John D'Amico
said.
“It was amazing,” Councilman
John Erickson said. “It’s so much
different than our Zoom meetings.
We are held accountable because
the public is right in front of us.”
Erickson said that the community
appeared in a big way for the first
in-person meeting in over two
years.
“We had a great turnout. A lot of
people were there to talk about public safety and general consent items.
We also had members of our staff,
and the normal group of our city’s
citizens who missed coming to our
meetings,” he added.
Masks and social distancing were
not required in the chamber, though
the public was given the option to
participate in the meeting virtually

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

8951 SUNSET BOULEVARD,
West Hollywood, California;

REQUEST:

Request for off-site sales of
beer and wine in conjunction
with an approximate 848
square-foot convenience store.
(Tabacchi)

PERMIT(S):

Conditional Use Permit, and
any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

Seymour Consulting Group

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, April 21, 2022 at
6:30 p.m.
This meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed
instructions for participation included on the posted agenda).
(Dial In (669) 900-6833/ Meeting ID: 894 0309 4819)

ZONES:

SSP (Sunset Specific Plan)

photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

Councilman John D’Amico, Mayor Lauren Meister and Mayor Pro
Tempore Sepi Shyne heard from West Hollywood community member
Victor Omelczenko at the April 4 City Council meeting.

if they were not comfortable attending in person. The city plans to continue to offer Zoom and phone call
participation for public comment.
“It was nice to see the possibility
of perhaps a hybrid meeting, so that
people can still be able to phone in
from home, and be able to access
meetings from home and be able to
participate in meetings that way,”
Horvath said.
The BA.2 variant is now the
dominant strain of COVID-19, and
Los Angeles County has been bracing for a surge. The council members acknowledged that this or
future variants might again shift
how meetings are conducted.
“We are working with the public
health department to monitor our
numbers and make sure that we’re
doing everything we can to keep
people safe,” Horvath said, adding
that the city manager has the power
to help the council return to a virtual
meeting if the step is necessary in

the future.
“I think we all have to move forward with caution,” Meister said.
“At the city, we are urging community members to stay up-to-date
with vaccine boosters. We are prepared if a new variant causes another surge and we are urging residents
and businesses to be ready to adjust
and act quickly if a surge develops.”
“We need to be flexible as this
continues to become a part of our
lives,” Erickson said. “I don’t
expect us to go back to Zoom,
though that can change in a week if
everyone gets sick.”
Erickson added that the city of
West Hollywood has upwards of
90% of residents vaccinated and
encouraged people to use common
sense safety measures and stay
home if they don’t feel well.
“The most important thing is that
we are working together, and being
in the same space allows us to do
that,” Horvath said.

WeHo eyes Project Homekey funding

support among residents for interventions to address homelessness.
Of those surveyed, 79% of respondents supported increasing the prioritization of “supportive housing,
including homeless services, within
city limits.” Approximately 76% of
respondents supported increasing
prioritization of “city-funded temporary shelter beds and homeless
services provided within city limits.”
In the coming weeks, city staff
anticipates an update regarding the
status of the Homekey application,
as well as progress in the city’s
efforts to acquire the site. If successful in both areas, the city will
begin a community engagement
process to collect feedback and
input from residents and businesses
regarding the project.

The city of West Hollywood is
looking to secure state Project
Homekey funding in an effort to
establish an interim housing site to
assist individuals experiencing
homelessness.
The city’s project application
envisions the purchase of the
Holloway Motel to help meet the
city’s five-year plan to address
homelessness and serve individuals
experiencing it.
In December 2021, the West
Hollywood City Council gave
authorization to city staff to apply
for a Project Homekey grant from
the state’s Department of Housing
and Community Development.
Homekey is a partnership
between Los Angeles County and
the state to purchase and rehabilitate hotels and motels for interim
housing. The city’s Homekey application envisions the purchase of the
Holloway Motel, located at 8465
Santa Monica Blvd., to be updated,
rehabilitated and operated as an
interim housing site for people who
are experiencing homelessness to
move off the streets with case management and supportive services,
with the goal of identifying and
securing permanent housing.
Homekey funding, if approved,
would provide a multi-million
investment to assist in realizing the
project. The West Hollywood City
Council has additionally approved
an allocation of $2.8 million from
the city’s Affordable Housing Trust
Fund to meet the required city
match for operations and services if
a Homekey grant is awarded.
Interim housing would typically
provide a stay of up to 90 days to

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

stabilize community members and
assist them with getting the necessary care and resources to find permanent housing. The project plans
would call for considerable physical improvements to the site and
operations would include appropriate security measures and 24/7
onsite staff.
A survey conducted of West
Hollywood residents in November
2021 by FM3 Research found that
90% of respondents ranked homelessness as a very or somewhat serious issue (72% “very serious” and
18% “somewhat serious”) making
it one of the most significant issues
of concern for the community.
The survey also found strong

Notable Quotes
“Ladies and gentlemen, the president of the United States…
This is a big f-ing deal.”
Joe Biden
46th President of the United States
1942 These comments were overheard on a hot mic to President
Barack Obama on the signing into law the Affordable Care Act 11
years ago this week.

*source: YouTube

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Categorically exempt from the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
pursuant to Section §15301
(Existing Facilities)

City Hall is accessible by appointment only. The
staff report will be available on Thursday, April 14,
2022 on-line at www.weho.org .
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be
limited to raising only those issues you or someone
else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the
West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior
to, the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this
meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you
must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48
hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to express their opinion
in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND
WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY OF THE AGENDA
AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER
INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Adrian
Gallo, Associate Planner in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via
email at: agallo@weho.org
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации
на русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.
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Los Angeles County bans single-use plasticware
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Los Angeles City Attorney Mike Feuer is working from home after
testing positive for the coronavirus.

Feuer tests positive for COVID-19
Los Angeles City Attorney
Mike Feuer, who is also a 2022
candidate for Los Angeles
mayor, announced on April 6 that
he tested positive for COVID-19.
Feuer
tested
positive
Wednesday morning and is
working from home. His wife,
Gail, tested positive on April 2,
following exposure in her workplace. Both Feuer and his wife
are fully vaccinated and have
received their first booster shots.

No further information was
provided by the Los Angeles City
Attorney’s Office. On April 6,
Feuer posted on social media that
people should get vaccinated
against COVID-19 and should
get booster shots if eligible. He
encouraged people to visit vaccinatelacounty.com to locate vaccination clinics. Anyone who has
difficulty traveling to a clinic or
needs in-home service is encouraged to call (833)540-0473.

Residents encouraged to
register as organ donors
Los Angeles County supervisors
Kathryn Barger, 5th District, and
Hilda Solis, 1st District, introduced a motion on April 5 proclaiming April as DMV/Donate
Life Month.
“This motion is about saving
lives,” Barger said. “Each time we
renew our driver’s license or identification card at the Department of
Motor Vehicles is an opportunity
to help someone who is desperately in need of life-saving help.
Checking off the organ donor
option unlocks your ability to
leave a lasting legacy that is
invaluable and will never be forgotten by the person you are helping.”
“Far too many people of color
are already systematically disadvantaged when it comes to receiving health care, but in cases involving organ transplants, they’re often
denied equal access,” Solis said.
“This DMV/Donate Life Month, I
encourage Angelenos across the
county to become heroes by registering as organ donors. Through
this compassionate act, you can
truly help improve and save lives.”
Tom
Mone,
CEO
of
OneLegacy, a nonprofit that oversees organ, eye and tissue donations in the county, said there is a
need for more donors.
“We appreciate Supervisor
Barger’s support and her critical
work to bring donor registration
into the spotlight. There is a great
need for more people to register as
organ, eye and tissue donors.”
Mone said. “While transplant
waitlists have started to decline,
nearly 107,000 Americans are still

“This DMV/Donate
Life Month, I
encourage
Angelenos across
the county to
become heroes by
registering as
organ donors.”
-Supervisor Hilda Solis
1st District

waiting to receive a lifesaving
organ and only 50% of
Californians are actually registered. We hope Angelenos join us
in celebrating Donate Life Month
by saying yes to donation. Your
registration could help save the life
of a child, parent, neighbor or
friend.”
Jolene Vargas, a Los Angeles
County resident and transplant
recipient, said it saved her life.
“I have received three kidney
transplants from deceased donors
over the past 30 years, which have
given me the health to raise my son
as a single mom,” Vargas said. “I
think of my three donors and their
families every day. So much of
what I have experienced in life has
been thanks to them. I want people
to know how thankful I am, and
how important organ donation is
for people like me to continue living and being there for the people
we love.”
For information, visit livingdonationcalifornia.org.

The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors approved an ordinance on April 5 to phase out the
distribution of disposable food serviceware that is not compostable or
recyclable.
The ordinance is among the
country’s most ambitious efforts to
reduce the use of plastics that poison marine ecosystems, damage
human health and contribute to
global warming and environmental
pollution, the supervisors said.
Plastic waste is the largest contributor to the nearly 30 million tons of
waste generated by L.A. County
residents each year.
The ordinance, authored by
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, 3rd
District, will require that full-service restaurants use reusable food
serviceware for dine-in customers.
For take-out orders, Los Angeles
County restaurants are already prohibited from offering single-use
plasticware and containers unless
requested by a customer.
The new ordinance will also
require that single-use items be
compostable or recyclable, and prohibits the sale or rental of polystyrene products such as single use
food containers, coolers, packaging
and pool toys.
The new rules will go into effect
in May 2023, giving food service
businesses time to transition to
alternative products. Street vendors
are exempt from the ordinance, and
restaurants that demonstrate
extreme financial hardship or the
inability to serve food products
safely in alternative packaging can
apply for waivers from the requirements.
“[This] action is a major step forward in reducing our reliance on

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

Los Angeles County has banned single-use plastic ware and food service containers, effective in May 2023.

plastics and reducing its harm to
human and marine health, as well
as its unsightly and ubiquitous presence in the environment,” Kuehl
said. “Jurisdictions that have adopted similar measures have made the
transition smoothly, and L.A.
County is committed to assisting
restaurants with educational outreach and financial assistance. It’s
time we put a fork in our use of
plastics and took a bite out of the
overwhelming amount of plastic
county residents needlessly use.”
In a related motion introduced by
Supervisors Janice Hahn, 4th
District, and Hilda Solis, 1st
District, the county created the
framework for businesses and communities to comply with the ordi-

nance. The motion directs county
offices to provide education and
outreach in multiple languages
about the ordinance, and to inform
suppliers of which foodware items
are compliant and non-compliant.
The board also called for a study on
potentially providing financial support for small businesses during the
transition.
“Our communities are counting
on us, now more than ever, to realize the goals of the OurCounty
Sustainability Plan,” Solis added.
“It is a plan centered around equity
and environmental justice and to
that end, it is critical that we deliver
on its multifaceted approach.”
For
information,
visit
bos.lacounty.gov.

Supervisors recommit to addressing climate health
The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors, led by Supervisors
Janice Hahn, 4th District, and Hilda
Solis, 1st District, voted unanimously on April 5 to establish environmental justice and climate health as
official board priorities. The board
also voted to create an Office of
Environmental Justice and Climate
Health within the Department of
Public Health.
The move is part of Hahn’s effort
to change L.A. County’s approach
to environmental justice and health
hazards from reactive to proactive,
she said.
“This board has demonstrated its
dedication to environmental justice
and climate health, but our approach
has been reactive and too often after
a situation reaches a crisis level,”
Hahn said. “We need to change our
approach, bake environmental justice and climate health into our
work countywide, and be proactive
about preventing the burdens of
industry from impacting our most
vulnerable communities.”
The board will rename and revise
the current board directed priority of
“Environmental Health Monitoring
and Oversight” to “Environmental
Justice and Climate Health.” The
board also directed the Department
of Public Health to report back in
120 days with a plan to create the
Office of Environmental Justice and
Climate Health, as well as a plan to
consult with local environmental
organizations. The supervisors want
to consider a comprehensive set of
policy areas that could be pursued to
reduce public health disparities in
communities overburdened by pollution exposure and poor air quality,
and identify data that could be used

to better understand environmental
conditions.
“In the wake of environmental
threats the county has faced in the
past decade and the evolving threat
of climate change, I am elated to
partner with Supervisor Hahn in setting the stage for a newly created
Office of Environmental Justice
within our Department of Public

Health to safeguard public health,”
Solis added “As the board continues
to prioritize environmental and climate health, it is critical that we take
bold steps in our actions to proactively mitigate and respond decisively to acts of environmental
injustice.”
For information, visit bos.lacounty.gov.
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Caution stressed with COVID-19 requirements
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Mayor Eric Garcetti signed an executive order to implement new
polices on diversity, equity and inclusion.

Mayor’s directive embraces
equity and diversity in L.A.
Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti on March 31 signed an
executive directive outlining new
measures to elevate the city’s
commitment to diversity, equity
and inclusion, including the
implementation of a new citywide
workplace equity policy that was
unanimously adopted by the City
Council.
“This comprehensive policy
outlines employees’ rights and
responsibilities, and also cements
the city’s commitment to fostering
a workplace rooted in empathy,
inclusion and mutual respect –
values necessary for the city to
recruit and retain employees who
both reflect and understand the
diverse communities they serve,”
Garcetti said.
The executive directive will
expand the Los Angeles
Personnel Department’s focus on
preventing harassment and discrimination to a more systemic
and preventative focus on diversity, equity and inclusion. Through
the establishment of a new Equity
Review Panel and the Office of
Workplace Equity in the
Personnel Department, Los
Angeles will create a more equitable and inclusive environment
for employees, Garcetti said. The
signing of the executive directive
culminates over four years of
work with city departments, labor
partners and elected offices on the
policy.

“All of our city employees
deserve to be treated with dignity
and respect. This Workplace
Equity policy clearly defines that
goal and the means of achieving
it,” said Councilmember Paul
Krekorian, 2nd District. “It will
reduce costs to the city associated
with litigation and mismanagement by requiring managers and
supervisors to intervene before
workplaces become unsafe or
unwelcoming.”
The Workplace Equity Policy
was developed by combining key
points from over a dozen existing
documents that pertain to workplace conduct, as well as incorporating new best practices. It
includes new prohibitions against
conduct such as bullying and
microaggressions. The policy will
be supported by mandatory training to ensure all employees understand what is expected of them.
The effort began in 2018 and
was spearheaded by the
Harassment and Discrimination
Working Group, under the
Mayor’s Risk Reduction Cabinet,
which is co-chaired by Krekorian
and Feuer. The early accomplishments of the Risk Reduction
Cabinet Working Group included
the development and launch of
MyVoiceLA and an executive
directive on harassment and discrimination.
For
information,
visit
lamayor.org.

Council supports divestment from oil
The Los Angeles City Council
voted unanimously on April 5 to
support Senate Bill 1173, which will
require the California Public
Employees’ Retirement System,
also known as CalPERS, and
California
State
Teachers'
Retirement System, known as
CalSTRS, to divest from all fossil
fuel holdings, and will prohibit any
new investments or renewal of existing investments in fossil fuel businesses.
“The brand new [Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change]
report is unequivocal: it’s now or
never if we want to limit planetary
warming to reasonably safe levels,”
said
Los
Angeles
City
Councilmember Paul Koretz, 5th
District, author of the resolution to
support SB 1173. “That means we
need to immediately stop subsidizing the dangerously reckless fossil
fuel industry. The pension systems
are intended to provide workers a
safe future. We need to provide those

same workers that safe future with
our investment decisions as well.”
In the wake of the IPCC report
and amid the rapid worsening of climate impacts in Los Angeles,
California and elsewhere, the city
has prioritized actions to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions to the furthest extent possible, as soon as possible. The city has been reconfiguring its relationship with the fossil
fuel industry, including declaring
local oil drilling a non-conforming
land use and examining the L.A.
City Employees Retirement System
Investments system.
Financial divestment has proven
to be an effective advocacy tool to
achieve climate-related goals,
Koretz added. The climate mitigation-related fossil fuel divestment
movement has achieved nearly $40
trillion in commitments to full or
partial divestment from coal, gas and
oil stocks.
For information, visit councilmemberpaulkoretz.com.

The city of West Hollywood is
reminding community members
and businesses that vaccine verification requirements are no longer in
effect. Requirements, which had
taken effect in October and
November 2021, were rescinded on
March 21 to fully align city requirements with updated Los Angeles
County and state of California policies.
Patrons and employees of covered businesses (generally defined
as establishments where food and
drink are served indoors, personal
care facilities and gyms/fitness
establishments) no longer need to
ensure proof of vaccination. Also,
members of the public entering
West Hollywood City Hall and city
facilities (including city contractors) no longer need proof of vaccination.
The city has opted to maintain its
vaccination verification requirement at this time for city employees, temporary employees, interns,
contracted personnel and volunteers.
Businesses and community
members in West Hollywood
should continue to adhere to
COVID-19 guidance established by
the
Los
Angeles
County
Department of Public Health. With
highly infectious BA.2 subvariant

photo by Edwin Folven

West Hollywood is encouraging people to continue following guidance
from the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health.

increasing in Los Angeles County
and other parts of the world, community members – especially people who are at elevated risk of
severe illness – are recommended
to continue following safety protections, such as indoor mask-wearing.
For information, visit weho.org and

WeHo fundraiser supports Ukraine
The city of West Hollywood
annually celebrates the traditions
of Russian-speaking immigrants
from the former Soviet Union during Russian Arts and Culture
Month. The program embraces the
diverse identities and cultural history of Russian-speaking community members from wide-ranging
territories with varied religious and
social traditions.
This year, as war continues in
Ukraine following an unprovoked
attack and invasion of Russian military forces, programming for
Russian Arts and Culture Month
will focus on standing for peace in
Ukraine and mobilizing efforts to
raise funds to support refugees.
On Sunday, May 22, from 11
a.m. to 7 p.m., the city and its
Russian Advisory Board will host
the West Hollywood Fundraiser for
Refugees from Ukraine, in place of
annual Russian Arts and Culture
Festival programming.
The event will take place at
Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica
Blvd. The program will embrace
and explore historical elements of
Russian culture within a broader

understanding of empathy and support of Ukraine. Donations will be
collected to support organizations
assisting Ukrainian refugees. Other
events will also be refocused to
serve as fundraisers for the people
of Ukraine and refugees. For information, visit weho.org/fundraiser.
Additionally, the city has activated its West Hollywood Responds
program to encourage contributions to agencies and organizations
that support people in Ukraine. For
a list of organizations, visit
weho.org/wehoresponds.
West Hollywood is home to a
large community of people from
regions of the former Soviet
Union. Many Russian-speaking
community members established
roots in the city after fleeing from
discrimination and antisemitism. In
the early 1970s, the then-U.S.S.R.
experienced a wave of emigration
due to the government. Many people chose to come to the Los
Angeles area and West Hollywood,
and the city remains a thriving hub
for the Russian-speaking community. For information, visit
weho.org.

WeHo plans pet vaccination clinics
Pet owners are encouraged to
attend low-cost vaccination clinics
on Saturdays, April 16 and 30, from
10 a.m. – noon at the West
Hollywood Community Center at
Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica
Blvd.
The pop-up clinics are offered by
Low-Cost Pet Vaccines of Southern
California.
The events will be held outdoors.
Masks are not required but are recommended.
All dogs must be on a leash or in
a carrier, and all cats must be in carriers. Participants are advised to
bring medical records for dogs and
cats if available. Cash and checks,
as well as Venmo and Zelle payments, will be accepted. However,

credit cards will not be accepted.
The clinics will offer different
vaccinations for dogs and cats, as
well as microchipping.
The Los Angeles County Animal
Care & Control Department has
also opened eligibility for the Dog
and Cat Spay/Neuter Voucher
Program to West Hollywood residents. Los Angeles County Code
requires all residents to have dogs
and cats older than four months of
age spayed or neutered.
For information, call (562)3450321, or email spayneuterprogram@animalcare.lacounty.gov.
For information about Low-Cost
Pet Vaccines of Southern
California, visit lowcostpetvaccines.com.

ph.lacounty.gov/media/coronavirus.
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Beverly Hills joins water
conservation challenge
Beverly Hills Mayor Lili
Bosse has joined mayors across
the country in asking people to
make a long-term commitment to
more wisely manage water
resources by taking part in the
Wyland National Mayor’s
Challenge
for
Water
Conservation.
The Wyland Foundation, a
nonprofit dedicated to promoting, protecting and preserving the
world’s oceans, waterways and
marine life, created the challenge
11 years ago as an opportunity to
reward community members for
positive conservation actions.
Through April 30, Beverly
Hills residents can also show
their support for conserving
water by making an online

pledge at mywaterpledge.com.
Those who register are eligible
for prizes.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the city of Beverly Hills
continued to provide services
including clean and safe drinking water to the community, and
has upgraded its facilities and
systems to preserve and limit
water usage.
Recently, the city of Beverly
Hills reopened its water treatment plant. Soon, the reopened
plant will provide a local supply
of reliable and clean water to residents without adding additional
impacts to Metropolitan Water
District resources.
For
information,
visit
bhsaves.org.

Learn about L.A. city contract
opportunities during webinar
Learn about contracting with the
city of Los Angeles during a free
virtual workshop on Thursday, April
14, from 3:30-5 p.m.
The program will offer information on the Contractor Development
and Bonding Program, which
assists contractors with bonding
capacity and business growth. Los
Angeles City Councilman Bob
Blumenfield, 3rd District, and representatives of the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power,
Los Angeles World Airports, Port of
Los Angeles and the Department of

Public Works will discuss upcoming project opportunities.
Companies that are part of the
Contractor Development and
Bonding Program receive business
assessments, bonding assistance,
technical support, training and networking opportunities. Participation
in the program is free.
To register for the online workshop, visit us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kvXRyTW6SKiR
4OWhm_0UVQ. For information,
call (213)258-3000, or email mwisinfo@imwis.com.

O’Farrell calls for systemic
review of homeless services
The Los Angeles City Council
unanimously approved a motion
on April 1 authored by Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, that is
aimed at ensuring better delivery
of health services and resources
for people experiencing homelessness. The motion calls for a
comprehensive review and renegotiation of the city’s contractual
relationship with Los Angeles
County.
The city of Los Angeles does
not operate a health department,
and since 1964 has relied exclusively on Los Angeles County for
the delivery of public health services, including services related
to mental health and substance
abuse. Data from the Los Angeles
County Department of Public
Health shows that health conditions have worsened for people
experiencing homelessness in the
city and county, O’Farrell said.
Since 2017, drug overdoses have
been the leading cause of death
annually for unhoused people in
the county, and from 2017-19,
people experiencing homelessness were 36 times more likely to
die of a drug overdose than the
average
county
resident.
Additionally, the increased use of
substances laced with fentanyl
have reportedly exacerbated the
mental health crisis among
unhoused Angelenos, O’Farrell
added.

“There is nothing compassionate about enabling homeless people to live and die in squalor on
streets and sidewalks, and there is
nothing sensible about allowing
our 58-year agreement with the
county to continue without better
oversight and better outcomes,”
O’Farrell said. “The chronically
homeless are part of a failing
ecosystem that normalizes the
cycle of people living in tents in
our public rights-of-way to shortterm housing or shelter – which
often serves only as a momentary
reprieve to larger, more complex
issues. We must do better, and
that starts with re-evaluating the
contract between the city of Los
Angeles and county of Los
Angeles – especially in the service of our unhoused population.”
O’Farrell’s motion, seconded
by Councilmember Kevin De
León, 14th District, chair of the
Homelessness and Poverty
Committee chair, instructs the
city administrative officer and
chief legislative analyst to review
the city’s contractual relationship
with Los Angeles County for the
delivery of health care services. It
also asks for specific recommendations on how the city can
improve the delivery of health
care services to all Angelenos,
starting first with people experiencing homelessness.
For
information,
visit
cd13.com.

Metro subway project keeps rolling ahead
Metro is continuing work on the
Purple Line Extension project in
April at many locations from
Wilshire/Western to Westwood.
Section one of the project from
Wilshire/Western to Wilshire/ La
Cienega is anticipated to be complete in 2024, while section two from
Wilshire/La Cienega to Century City
is expected to open in 2025, and section three to the Westwood/VA
Hospital station is scheduled to open
in 2027. Crews are working on the
project underground in the tunnels,
in construction staging areas for the
future subway stations and at streetlevel work zones.
On section one, crews will soon
begin a major street restoration project on April 22 to replace street-level
decking on Wilshire Boulevard
between La Brea and Highland
avenues. The work will require 10
weekends of full closures on Wilshire
Boulevard between Highland and La
Brea avenues, excluding the
Memorial Day and Fourth of July
weekends. Wilshire Boulevard will
be closed from 9 p.m. on Friday to 6
a.m. on Monday. Traffic will be
diverted north to Sixth Street to
bypass the closure. Metro bus stops
may be relocated and services may be
impacted. For full details, visit mcknbr0fgxh5k0f2vx078zts2980.pub.sfm
c-content.com/1guuusythcw/w2hnxunrso4.
Other work is also occurring near
Wilshire/La Brea. A work zone that
has been implemented on the south
side of Wilshire Boulevard near
Sycamore Avenue will stay in place
for approximately six months. A
temporary sidewalk closure will be
in place between Orange Drive and
approximately 80 feet west of
Sycamore Avenue.
A construction zone has also been
implemented in the center of
Wilshire Boulevard near Masselin
Avenue for cross passage work
between the tunnels. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
Ridgely Drive and Curson Avenue
for approximately two years.
Near Wilshire/Fairfax, the site of
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Concrete and material deliveries will continue in April in staging areas in
Beverly Hills for the Wilshire/La Cienega subway station.

another future subway station,
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced
to two lanes in each direction
through April 30 between San Diego
Way and Spaulding Avenue. The
traffic control supports appendage
construction immediately adjacent to
the Wilshire/Fairfax subway station.
At the future Wilshire/La Cienega
subway station, concrete and material deliveries continue through April.
Traffic on Wilshire Boulevard will
be affected through the third quarter
of 2022. Two lanes will be open in
each direction between La Cienega
and San Vicente boulevards, and
Gale Drive will be temporarily
closed north of Wilshire Boulevard
through April.
Work is also ongoing at the future
Wilshire/Rodeo and subway station
through 2024. Lanes on Wilshire
Boulevard will be intermittently
closed between El Camino and
Crescent drives. Utility work is
anticipated to begin in early May for
the installation of permanent electrical power lines to the station.
Ground improvement work in preparation for the construction of cross

passage tunnels is also anticipated to
begin in mid-May. Motorists are
advised that 14 locations along the
tunnel alignment will require intermittent lane and sidewalk closures.
More information will be provided
closer to the start or the work.
In Century City, crews are relocating sewers and storm drains in the
project area through the third quarter
of 2022. Excavation continues for
the underground station beneath
Constellation Boulevard and is anticipated for completion in the first
quarter of 2023.
In Westwood, crews will be conducting utility investigations on
Wilshire Boulevard near Malcolm
Avenue through April 22. Lane
reductions on Wilshire Boulevard
between Glendon and Selby avenues
will be necessary. Parking will be
restricted in the work zones and driveway access will be maintained.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net or
visit metro.net.

Three suspects charged for follow-home robberies
The Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office has charged three
men in connection with multiple
follow-home
robberies
that
occurred in different parts of Los
Angeles in January and March.
The suspects were identified as
Matthew Adams, 18, Eric Wilson,
32, and Jayon Sparks, 24, all residents of Los Angeles. Adams faces
seven counts of robbery with two
gun enhancements, and his bail was
set at $450,000. The Los Angeles
County District Attorney’s Office
charged Sparks with two counts of
robbery and one count of possession of a firearm, and his bail was
set at $50,000. One charge of possession of a firearm was filed
against Wilson, who has been
released pending a court hearing on
April 26.
In early 2021, the Los Angeles
Police Department’s RobberyHomicide Division formed the
Follow-Home Robbery Task Force
to address an ongoing trend of suspects following and robbing victims after they left locations such as
restaurants and nightclubs.
The LAPD’s task force connected the three defendants with robberies on Jan. 7, Jan. 14, Jan. 20
and March 30, police said. On
March 20, two UCLA students
were allegedly robbed by Adams

outside a residence in the 500 block
of Bentley Avenue in West Los
Angeles. During another incident
on Jan. 20, two male victims were
robbed after leaving a nightclub in
the 6400 block of Selma Avenue.
On Jan. 14, two male victims left
a nightclub in the 700 block of
North La Cienega Boulevard and
walked to a nearby hotel. Adams
and an unidentified suspect
approached the victims and forcibly
stole watches and other property
before fleeing on foot, police said.
Another robbery attributed to the
suspects occurred on Jan. 7, when a
male victim was followed home to
Burbank from the Hollywood area.

A couple was also robbed on Jan. 7
after returning from a restaurant in
the 8700 block of Melrose Avenue
in West Hollywood.
Police did not divulge how they
identified the suspects as being
involved in the robberies. On
March 24, Sparks and Wilson were
arrested after being pulled over by
LAPD officers at an undisclosed
location. Adams was arrested separately after being pulled over at an
undisclosed location on March 31.
The LAPD is searching for additional suspects. Anyone with information is urged to call the LAPD’s
Follow-Home Robbery Task Force
at (213)486-6840.

Letters to the Editor
Thank you for
local WeHo
coverage
The Beverly Press is the jewel
of local reporting covering the
city of West Hollywood.
I read the Beverly Press every
week and even have a stack of

papers in my office of their excellent reporting to highlight their
commitment to ensuring that our
residents receive fair and balanced
reporting on what’s going on in
their city (and the areas surrounding them).
West Hollywood City Councilman
John Erickson
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I just don’t get Hawaii
We live in the little storybook village of Los Angeles, where obligation meets desire and no one’s the
better for it. It creates petty flashpoints, false virtue and heartstringy tensions. You see those
Oscars?
Yet, what a place, L.A. is. Gentle
winds. Amber afternoons. Wide
minds and narrow lawns.
You might get that quip, you
might not. When I speak to high
school English classes, all my literary references sound musty, even to
me – Tom Wolfe, John Irving, Ray
Bradbury.
Who knew the ‘70s and ‘80s
were a renaissance of movies,
stand-up comedy and literary wit?
Who knew then that the Oscars
would one day be almost dead?
“Remember how classy the
Oscars used to be,” a classmate
asked the other day.
Note to the Academy: If Chris
Rock and Will Smith don’t walk
out hand in hand to open next
year’s show, I forfeit all that I hold
dear and decent in the world. And
your company line about artistic
integrity, your commitment to
human decency, is another
Hollywood sham.
Look, I’m not holding my breath.
As history shows, people will
always screw up, especially stars.
What’s different now is the lack of
forgiveness, any sense of civility.
That’s the divine stuff.
Maybe we all need a little more
Sunday school. Or some similar
spiritual weekly retreat (for me, it’s
poker).
Instead, Oscar producers are hud-

by
Chris
Erskine
dling right now at a little café on
Beverly, wondering in hushed
tones: “Can we have an assault
every year? What about a full-on
brawl?”
At least “CODA” won. Let’s
move on.
As we all know, children are the
candy within the candy, the little
burst of chocolate inside another
chocolate that you weren’t expecting and there it is – bonus chocolate.
I can’t say enough good things
about kids. I see them as our only
real hope.
I mean, my own kids are a pain in
the butt, sure. I raised them wrong.
I should’ve raised them tougher.
As a generation, we probably
befriended our kids too much, and
now we can’t seem to get them off
our Netflix. There’s a co-dependence. Yet, isn’t that what family is
all about? Co-dependence? Or is it
co-existence? I say co-dependence,
but that’s probably just me.
Hey, I’m no shrink. I’m barely a
writer. All my best friends are misfits. I can’t even get my cell phone
to ring.
That’s the magic of modern life.
To me, that’s what makes this era so
exciting. Nothing works! Not pop
culture, not my TV, not this digital

back scratcher I got for Christmas.
Or is that some sort of orbital
sander? A sex toy? A selfie stick?
Point is: Nothing works.
Join me in laughing, because
that’s all we really have left.
Laughter and children.
Speaking of which, I am waiting
right now at the curb at LAX for the
lovely and patient older daughter to
emerge with her entourage – Finn
and their baby girl – after their
week in Hawaii.
To be honest, I don’t really get
Hawaii. The ocean’s much too
warm, the drinks much too cold. I
really see no future in it. Hawaii is
just a fad, much like the internet.
Stay tuned for more on the failures
of Hawaii. But if you never hear of
Hawaii again, now you’ll understand why.
Fortunately, Smartacus is with
me at the airport. I brought him as
muscle. His sister will emerge from
the terminal like Carol Channing,
with a toothy smile and way too
much luggage.
“Hi Dad,” my daughter finally
says.
“Did they feed you on the
plane?”
“Yeah,” she says. “We were in
First Class.”
Hmmmmm, I wonder the looks
from the other First Class passengers when Carol Channing comes
onboard with this baby for the sixhour flight. Did something inside
them die a little? Did they immediately demand a refund?
From all reports, Catty Cakes
was a superb passenger.
To be honest, I’ve never seen my
grandbaby cry. I don’t think she has
tear ducts. Similarly, she rarely
spits up. In fact, I spit up more than
she does.

POVEDA

Kala Koa Entertainment presents

MIGUEL

POVEDA

WEDNESDAY | APRIL 13, 2022 | 8PM | WILSHIRE EBELL THEATRE
TICKETS AND INFO: LAFLAMENCOFESTIVAL.COM

“Affecting, heartfelt artistry.”
— The New York Times
with

Jesús Guerrero (guitar),

Miguel Soto Peña "El Londro” and
Carlos Grilo (voice and palmas),
Paquito González (percussion),
Joan Albert Amargos (piano)

Antonio Molina “El Choro” (dancer)

Considered a musical genius in his native Spain,
superstar Miguel Poveda’s nuanced and soulful voice is unrivaled in the world of
flamenco. Possessing a strong technique and a charismatic stage presence, his
concerts are inspired musical events. For his long-awaited Los Angeles solo debut,
he takes the audience on a tour of the traditional musical forms of flamenco, from
malagueñas and alegrías to seguirillas and soleás.

This special event is co-produced with
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The lovely and patient older daughter and Catty Cakes enjoy a Hawaiian
sunset.

We’re like before-and-after photos of life. I have some sun damage.
My grandchild looks like a bowl of
cream. She’s a new set of tires; I
have no tread. She has the wide
eyes of a fawn emerging from the
forest, spotting her first butterfly. I
have the wide eyes of someone
being jumped at an ATM.
So we’re similar in a lot of
important ways.
When we leave LAX, it feels like
I’ve just won something. It feels
like I’m driving Santa’s sleigh.
Most of what I hold dear and decent
is in this crowded car, full of stories
from their Hawaii trip.
“Right lane, Dad! Right lane!”
“Left lane?”
“RIGHT!!!!”
Dads. We go through life like

we’re running for mayor.
“No problem,” I say.
And I mean that.
Tips from the Hawaii crew: Make
your restaurant reservations before
you go. They had major problems
scoring a table while they were
there. Officially, the days of just
showing up at stuff have now
ended. Nothing works. Not even
restaurants. Laugh, OK? We live in
very exciting times. Meanwhile,
proud to now appear in eight local
newspapers across Los Angeles,
from Fairfax to San Marino. Props
to the publishers, Michael and
Karen Villalpando and Charlie
Plowman for taking a chance on a
young unemployed writer like me.
ChrisErskineLA.com
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Tears and music for Ukraine
By Michael KriKorian

“What’s more opposite to
music?,” Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky asked the
Grammy audience Sunday evening
in a prerecorded video. He
answered his own question.
“The silence of ruined cities and
killed people. Our musicians wear
body armor instead of tuxedos.
They sing to the wounded in hospitals – even to those who can’t hear
them. But the music will break
through anyway.”
Hours earlier, on the front lawn
of a home at Second Street and
Lorraine Boulevard in Windsor
Square, a lone Ukrainian classical
guitarist was playing his heart out,
his own music breaking through to
a group of 50 people with the goal
of sending donated money back to
the musical school he once attended
in the city of Vinnytsia, about 160
miles southwest of the capital Kyiv.
For Grygorii Koval, a student at
USC who will soon receive a doctor of musical arts degree, it was
time to give back to his alma mater,
the Vinnytsia College of Culture
and Arts, his mentor, professor
Sergii Selesnov and his nine
remaining students.
“Professor Selesnov was always
interested in what was happening in
my life,” Koval said. “Now I want
to be the one interested in his life,
and I want to support him and his
guitar class in this brutal war.”
When the war erupted, Koval
was so depressed he took a drive up
to Big Bear to try and clear his head
and figure out what he could do. He
called professor Selesnov and
learned how his students were suffering, how everyone, from farmers
to students to housewives were
doing whatever they could do to
support their people.
“I had some ideas, but I felt so
helpless,” said Koval, who is a
member
of
Guitar
Salon
International. “I just knew I needed
to do something. But what?”
The “what” came about by happenstance. A few weeks ago, Koval
had been visiting the shops on
Larchmont and was walking back
to his car when he spotted dozens of
small Ukrainian flags on the front
yard of a home on the southeast
corner of Lorraine Boulevard and
Second Street. He stopped and
asked the homeowners, who were
sitting on chairs on the lawn, what
was going on.
Erwin and Kim McManus
explained they were trying to raise
money to help those suffering in

Ukraine. They are the founders of
Mosaic, a multi-campus nondenominational church located on
Hollywood Boulevard near La Brea
Avenue, with seven campuses from
Seattle to Mexico City.
Kim and Grygorii started talking
and soon the idea for a concert to
support his music school back
home was born. With the help of
Erwin and Kim’s son-in-law Jake
Goss, a drummer in the popular pop
band LANY, the concert was on for
Sunday afternoon.
Sunday morning, however,
Koval turned on the television and
was horrified. Footage had been
released of dead bodies of
Ukrainians scattered like litter
along the streets of Bucha. For
more than a month, Koval had been
miserable about the war – particularly over the devastation of the city
of Mariupol – and this graphic
footage brought him even lower.
Still, he knew that old show biz
cliche, “the show most go on.”
More than ever, the show to help
his people must go on, he thought.
One by one, two by two, people
began showing up. Kim warned
some of the crowd about the horrors Koval had seen on television.
Then she added, “No matter how
far away the war is from us, we can
still do some good.”
In front of 50 people, many of
them the McManus’ neighbors,
Grygorii took a seat near the
home’s entrance. In a barely audible voice, he told how this first song
was a 1961 piece from the Soviet
Russian
composer
Sofia
Gubaidulina from Tartarstan. Head
bowed, he dedicated this to the people of Mariupol.
He followed with a fittingly
aching piece by J.S. Bach known as
Suite in G minor BWV 995. This
was dedicated to Kyiv. Koval’s
technique was masterful, his heartfelt emotions clearly felt by all in
attendance.
As the Bach piece ended, a
young woman carrying two large
Ukrainian flags arrived, Hanna
Husakova, who sadly said her family is still in Ukraine and not safe.
She said where they were, but when
she realized I was a reporter, she
immediately implored me not to
print the location. Her fear and pain
were in plain sight.
But Husakova was uplifted by
the concert.
“I was sitting on a swing and
sending it out live on Instagram and
I got reactions right away from people in Ukraine who were able to see
it,” Husakova said. “It made me cry

Mid City West blood drive at TV City
The Mid City West Neighborhood Council and Cedars-Sinai
Blood Services are holding a
blood drive on Sunday, April 10,
from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at Television
City.
Pre-registration is recommended,
and donors can register through the

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai Blood Services

Donate blood at the Cedars-Sinai
Bloodmobile, which will be parked
in the main lot at Television City.

morning of the event. Walk-ins will
be accommodated on a limited
basis.
“Every two seconds, someone in
the United States needs blood.
Patients need nearly 60,000 blood
products at Cedars-Sinai every
year. Simply put, blood drives save
lives,” said Melissa Algaze,
at-large representative for the
Mid City West Neighborhood
Council. “We’re excited to partner
with Cedars and Television City on
this important event to bring
people from our community
together to support a common
cause.”
The Cedars-Sinai Bloodmobile
will be parked in the main lot at
Television City, 7800 Beverly
Blvd. Enter from Genesee Avenue.
To register, visit tinyurl.com/
MCWC041022.

to know they were safe.”
And the support she felt from
Americans in general has deeply
moved her. “As a Ukrainian, to see
how many people here support us,
real people, not politicians, but real
people, it has been so heartwarming.”
The last song Grygorii performed
was Eric Clapton’s “Tears In
Heaven.” There weren’t many dry
eyes on Second and Lorraine.
To support the cause, visit guitarsalon.com/blog-gsi-foundationscholar-grygorii-koval-raisesfunds-for-guitar-students-in-vinnytsia-ukraine.
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Grygorii Koval, a classical guitarist from Ukraine, played a benefit concert at a Windsor Square home on Sunday, organized by homeowners
Kim and Erwin McManus.
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Community celebrates Historic Filipinotown Gateway

Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, has
announced that the Historic
Filipinotown Eastern Gateway has
been installed, rising 30 feet high
and spanning 82 feet across Beverly
Boulevard at the eastern entrance
into Historic Filipinotown. Titled
“Talang Gabay-Our Guiding Star,”
the monument was designed by
Filipino artist Eliseo Art Silva with
Celestino Geronimo, Jr.
“This past weekend, we installed
the beautiful new gateway in
Historic Filipinotown, and I have
one thing to say, ‘wow,’” O’Farrell
said. “This community is so deserving of such an iconic, impressive
landmark.
The
Historic

photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

Amanda Gorman

WeHo recognizes
National Poetry
Month

The city of West Hollywood is
celebrating National Poetry Month
in April with events and exhibitions
honoring poets and the art of poetry.
Throughout the month, West
Hollywood will honor living poets
by featuring selections of their
work on street pole banners along
Santa Monica Boulevard. There are
46 poets honored, and each year the
West Hollywood city poet laureate
selects two additional poets for
recognition. This year’s honorees
are presidential inauguration poet
Amanda Gorman and Da Poetry
Lounge’s Shihan Van Clief.
Gorman is the youngest presidential inaugural poet in United
States history. She is a committed
advocate for the environment,
racial equality and gender justice.
After graduating cum laude from
Harvard University, she now lives
in her hometown of Los Angeles.
Van Clief is the co-founder of Da
Poetry Lounge, the largest weekly
poetry slam in the United States,
and director of the L.A. Get Down
Festival of hip-hop and spoken
word, which takes place at the
Greenway Court Theatre at Fairfax
High School and is funded through
a city of West Hollywood Arts
Grant.
On April 4, the West Hollywood
City Council issued a proclamation
commemorating National Poetry
Month to City Poet Laureate Brian
Sonia-Wallace, who debuted a new
poem he created titled “WeHowl,”
inspired by the poem “Howl” by
Allen Ginsberg.
The city poet laureate serves as
an
ambassador
of
West
Hollywood’s vibrant literary culture and leads the promotion of
poetry in the city. Sonia-Wallace
began his appointment in October
2020.
For information, visit weho.org.

Filipinotown Eastern Gateway pays
fitting tribute to the incredible contributions of the Filipino community in Los Angeles and beyond.”
The gateway features numerous
design elements including the parol
(ornamental lantern), the gumamela
flower (also known as hibiscus) and
the sarimanok (rooster), all symbols
with deep connections to Filipino
culture. Crews completed the structural installation on April 2.
“The Historic Filipinotown
Eastern Gateway project has been
nearly two decades in the making,”
said Jessica Caloza, former commissioner on Los Angeles Board of
Public Works. “It’s a monument not
just for the Filipino and Asian community, but for all immigrant com-

munities who come to Los Angeles
to build a life and a home. The gateway represents that hope and dream
of what’s possible and thanks to the
community, our elected officials,
and so many partners, it’s now a
reality.”
O’Farrell will be joined by local
leaders and community members at
an official dedication and ribbon
cutting ceremony on Saturday, May
7, at 4 p.m. at the intersection of
Beverly Boulevard and Belmont
Avenue. The celebration will
include food, music and dance performances. Members of the public
interested in attending are encouraged to RSVP by visiting
bit.ly/HiFiGateway.

photo courtesy of the 13th Council District office

The Historic Filipinotown Eastern Gateway spans Beverly Boulevard
near the First Street Bridge.
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Mas Veggies Vegan
Taqueria

I

t’s National Burrito Day and the
Veggie Grill ghost kitchen Mas
Veggies Vegan Taqueria is offering
five distinctive burritos for $11.75
each: tejano beef, chipotle carnitas,
chickin’ tinga, smokey mushroom
asada and crispy Baja fish. Patrons
who spend $10 or more will receive
free chips and salsa with their order
when they use the promo code
MasVeg at checkout. The offer is
not available through delivery service platforms. Throughout April,
Veggie Grill is donating a portion of
proceeds from the sale of every VG
classic burger to Grades of Green,
an organization that provides youth
with knowledge and resources to
ensure a green future and make a
positive impact on the environment.
6374-A Sunset Blvd., (323)9623354; 110 S. Fairfax Ave.,
(323)933-3997.
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Sweetfin hosts
Sweetfan
appreciation week

O

rder any item on the menu at
Sweetfin on April 7 and
receive a free guava lemonade in
honor of Thirsty Thursday. On
Saturday, April 9, from 11:30-3
p.m., Sweetfin is hosting a special
event at its original Santa Monica
location. Patrons can purchase $7
poke bowls, matcha lattes from
Alfred
and
desserts
from
Longboards. The event includes a
DJ and merchandise giveaways.
829 Broadway, (424)408-1080.

Festival Fever
Bazaar at Skybar

O

n April 8, shop for funky festival essentials at the Festival
Fever Bazaar at Skybar, at the

Mondrian Los Angeles. Open to
the public, the Festival Fever
Bazaar will feature curated brands
and local vendors. A DJ will play
music while guests sip craft cocktails and enjoy views of the city
skyline. The festival runs from 1-6
p.m. 8440 Sunset Blvd., (323)8486025.

New chef at Market
Tavern

N

ew head chef John Palmer and
proprietor of Market Tavern
Gary Twinn present Palmer’s new
menu. Palmer is a curry and spice
connoisseur taking Indian cuisine
to new heights with half-roasted
chicken in tomato curry. In addition to fish and chips, and the traditional Sunday roast, Palmer and
sous-chef Tyler Harris added two
new vegetarian dishes that include
lentil and mushroom cottage pie,
and burrata with roasted vegetables and sourdough toast.
Beverage manager Melissa Kelly
oversees 24 taps pouring including
Market Tavern’s own lager by Fig
Mountain Brewery. Beers pair well
with classic British bangers and
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Favorites at Tallula’s include crispy cauliflower.

Dine LA at Tallula’s

T

he Southern Californiainspired Mexican restaurant
by the beach is offering a threecourse dinner for $45 through
April 15. Highlights include
crispy cauliflower, two grass-fed
carne asada tacos on organic blue

corn tortillas, organic red rice and
pinto beans. Finish with churros
con chocolate for dessert.
Reservations are available through
Resy, and walk-ins are welcome.
118 Entrada Drive, (310)5260027.

For the Holidays!

American Raised Leg of Lamb,
Hams,
Beef Short Ribs or Beef Brisket

6333 W. Third St. • 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com

Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 80 Years

Fluffy!
Creamy!

April
PIE OF THE MONTH!

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 • frances@dupars-psr.com
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mash, with a beyond meat sausage
option available. Twinn’s band,
The Long Shadows, plays this
Friday night. After the live sets on
Fridays, the party continues with
DJ Dandy Randy spinning an
upbeat tempo blend of rock and
soul vinyl. 6333 W. Third St., #706.
(323)452-9299.

Chef Ray Garcia’s
Asterid opens

I

nspired by Garcia’s Angeleno
experience, Asterid is offering a
menu of vibrant culinary ingredients from diverse cultures. Located
in front of The Music Center’s
Walt Disney Concert Hall, the new
restaurant offers sophisticated dining and a bar where patrons can
watch the kitchen in action. Bar
director Chris Chernock complements Chef Garcia’s menu with
reimagined classic cocktails, some
featuring locally-crafted spirits
from Arts District distillery.
Asterid is open for dinner from
5:30-10 p.m., Tuesday through
Thursday and Sunday, and from
5:30-11 p.m., Friday-Saturday.
Reservations can be made on Resy.

141 S. Grand Ave., (213)9723535.

Easter meets
Passover at Cinque
Terre WEST

P

re-order an Easter Meets
Passover dinner with wine at
Cinque Terre West by April 12. The
Pacific Palisades Ligurian restaurant is celebrating Easter and
Passover on April 14. The dinner
special with wine pairing includes
slow-cooked brisket au jus and
mashed potatoes. It’s available togo for $85, with wine for an additional $27. 970 Monument St.,
#110. (310)454-0709, cinqueterrewest.com.

National Grilled
Cheese Day at
Corner Bakery

O

n National Grilled Cheese Day,
Tuesday, April 12, Corner
Bakery is making vegetarian
Tuscan grilled cheese sandwiches

For Your Passover
or Easter Table

with provolone, basil, spinach,
oven-roasted tomato and pesto aioli
on toasted sourdough. On National
Grilled Cheese Day, Corner Bakery
also offers chicken pomodoro paninis with melted provolone cheese
on sourdough bread. 100 N. La
Cienega Blvd., (310)358-9146.

AKASHA’s Passover
Seder take-out and
delivery

C

elebrate Passover at home
with the help of chef Akasha
Richmond and partner Alan
Schulman’s special dinners. Order
by April 10 on TOCK to get a pick
up time for April 14-15. The à la
carte kosher-style selection is for
two to four adults. They are readyto-heat and contain no dairy products. A portion of the service
charge will benefit World Central
Kitchen of Ukraine. Delivery is
also available by Door Dash.
AKASHA
offers
in-dining
Passover specials on April 15-16.
9543 Culver Blvd., (310)8451700.
See page 19

photo by Anne Fishbein

A Passover seder by Suzanne Tracht Seder at Jar includes traditional
holiday dishes.

Suzanne Tracht Seder at Jar

G

ather family and friends to
reflect on freedom and perseverance during a seder on Friday,
April 15, at Jar. The seder will be
led by Rabbi Ellen Nemhouser,
and the menu features Auntie’s
chopped liver, house-cured
salmon, matzo ball soup with
lemongrass, Jar’s signature pot
roast and roasted halibut with holiday trimmings. Jar’s Passover
takeout menu offers a variety of

holiday dishes from starters to
desserts that can be packaged for
two to four guests. They are
packed with easy instructions for
reheating and serving. Takeout
orders must be reserved online via
TOCK for pick-up on Friday,
April 15, from 1-3 p.m. Jar’s
extensive cocktail and wine
menus are available for pairing at
the restaurant and takeout. 8225
Beverly Blvd., (323)655-6566.

ROCK & ROLL FRIDAY NIGHT
LONG
SHADOWS
April 8
EB’s

7PM
MARKET TAVERN

9PM

Beef Brisket
First Cut or Point Cut

Last show for 6 weeks!
Come join us!

EB’s FRIDAY
NIGHT DANCE
PARTY 7 pm
Leg of Lamb
Perfect for roasting or rotisserie

April 15 :
PETTY OR NOT

TOM PETTY TRIBUTE

April 22 :
UNCANNY VALLEY
ROCK GEMS

At the Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St. • #350 • (323) 938-5383

April 29 :
UNDECIDED FUTURE
DANCE POP

+DJ Dandy Randy Vinyl Rock N Soul
AFTER PARTY - 9PM MARKET TAVERN
English Pub Fare
Full Bar
Beer on Tap

Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax

MARKETTAVERNLA.COM
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Atrium bustles with excitement
Atrium in Los Feliz is thriving
again. Couples and friends sipped
cocktails on the outdoor patio leading to the restaurant’s entrance.
Atrium is a neighborhood favorite
during nightly happy hour, with
specials on small bites and drinks.
The charming host David guided
us to one of the green, semi-circular
velvet booths, which are reminiscent of seating found in old
Hollywood dining rooms. The interior of the restaurant offers a beautiful bow and truss ceiling, brick
walls and greenery. David urged us
to order the charred cabbage,
adding, “it’s superb and touches
your soul.” I heeded his recommen-

dation along with an eggplant dip
for starters.
Executive chef James LaLonde
worked in the kitchen of The
Manufactory at ROW DTLA,
Kettle Black on Sunset and
Bocadillos in San Francisco before
heading the kitchen at Atrium. His
roasted eggplant dip with crispy
lavash crackers and chili oil
splashed on top takes the dip up a
notch, and chopped cilantro offers
an earthy coolness. I also tasted
sumac, which always provides a
pleasant tangy flavor with a hint of
citrus fruitiness.
David was spot on with the
charred cabbage wedge. It’s placed

photo by Jill Weinlein

The butterscotch budino at Atrium has a layer of salted caramel and a
crown of whipped cream.

Ronald McDonald
House Charities
names new leader

Ronald
McDonald
House
Charities of Southern California
has appointed Erica Mangham as
the new executive director for
Camp Ronald McDonald for Good
Times.
“I couldn’t be more excited to
step into this role in partnership
with our board, staff, volunteers
and families to build upon Camp
Ronald McDonald for Good
Times’ legacy in providing funfilled, medically supervised and
cost-free camp programs for children with cancer,” Mangham said.
As executive director, Mangham
will strive to increase the program’s
impact through dedicated leadership and strategic planning.
Previously, Mangham served as
executive director for Variety-the
Children's Charity International,
where she oversaw more than 40
offices in 13 counties. The organization is dedicated to enriching the
lives of children through social services. Mangham has also held leadership roles at Best Buddies
International, the Lupus Research
Alliance and the Pancreatic Cancer
Action Network.
In addition to her new role with
Camp Ronald McDonald for Good
Times, Mangham also serves as a
board member for nonprofits,
including Court Appointed Special
Advocacy Los Angeles. She also
served as president of the Booster
Club for three years and served as a
board member at the Richstone
Family Center, a child abuse and
prevention facility.
For information, visit rmhc.org.

By Jill Weinlein
on top of a thick green charmoule
sauce and adorned with crunchy
nuts and sesame seed crumble. The
Northern Africa-style charmoule is
a slightly spicy, cilantro-forward
green sauce similar to a pesto, salsa
verde and chimichurri. It looks like
an elevated wedge salad. We cut
and swirled pieces in the nutty
sauce. My soul was touched with
each bite.
When we were ready to order
entrées, our server Susie recommended the vegetarian tajine
because it is one of the most popular dishes on the menu. As the lid
was lifted from a beautiful clay
Moroccan tajine with a blue glazed
round base and chimney coneshaped cover, a pleasing aroma of
fresh squash, Brussels sprouts and
mushrooms wafted toward us. Soft
and warm currants add a hint of
sweetness. Under the vegetables
was a layer of cous-cous cooked in
a delightful mustard seed gastrique.
The entrée was a nice accompaniment to grilled duck breast on a
bed of apple and celery purée. It
was served with roasted parsnips,
watercress and tiny red pomegranate seeds, along with fresh greens.

Happy Easter!
We’ve got all the decorations
to make your
Holiday

photo by Jill Weinlein

The grilled duck breast at Atrium stays moist and tender with a lovely
duck jus.

Savory duck jus kept the meat
moist.
The tempting dessert menu
includes a dark chocolate tart with
whipped creme fraiche and creamy
butterscotch budino with a layer of
salted caramel on top and a crown
of whipped cream. We enjoyed
both for a sweet ending to a wonderful meal.
Before leaving, our server said
we must return to try chef
LaLonde’s chicken biscuit. He
makes a limited amount of them
and once the doors open at 10 a.m.
on weekends, it’s first-come, firstserved to get your hands on one.
She described them as buttermilk
biscuits with a lightly fried smoked
paprika organic chicken thigh. The

Join Us for dineLA
Lunch & Dinner specials!

HOPPY!
We’ve got Bunnies Galore!
plastic eggs • baskets
paper goods • party favors
balloons • banners • buttons & more!

Paper goods for Passover too!
10% off all merchandise in the
store with this coupon!
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

chef marinates the chicken in buttermilk, garlic and crystal hot
sauce, then layers cabbage slaw
with cilantro, Fresno chilies and
Dijon mustard before adding an
organic, free-range egg.
On the brunch menu, I noticed
some unexpected dishes including
cardamom waffles with berry compote, truffle soft scrambled eggs
served with Bub and Grandma’s
sourdough bread, and polenta with
pork belly and a poached egg.
Atrium is open daily for happy
hour from 4-6 p.m. Dinner service
begins at 5 p.m., and weekend
brunch runs from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Reservations can be made on
OpenTable. $$ 1816 1/2 N.
Vermont Ave. (323)607-6944.

Dine In
Only!

Lunch Special - Tuna Melt with a
Fountain Drink for $15!
Dinner
for 2
$55
Available
April 1 - 15

Meatloaf with slice of Pie
5969 Melrose Ave.
(corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124

includes soup or salad, mashed potates, vegetables
dinner roll, slice of pie & a fountain drink
Follow Us!
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

19 April 7, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News
From page 17

Smoke City Char
Bar opens

T

he sit-down Smoke City Char
Bar restaurant has opened with
a full bar and expansive patio.
Executive chef Omari Williams
smokes locally sourced meats
onsite. Meats include brisket, tritip, pulled pork, turkey and salmon.
The menu also offers vegan and
vegetarian options including jack
fruit. Sauces include cayenne
honey, molasses harissa, soy ginger
and mustard seed-apple cider. The
bar serves Southern bourbon drinks
including mint juleps and boozy
lemonade. Beers are from the local
Arts District Brewing Company
and Angel City. Smoke City Char
Bar is open from 11 a.m.-11 p.m.,
Sunday through Thursday; 11 a.m.midnight, Friday-Saturday. The
restaurant offers happy hour from
4-6 p.m., Monday through
Thursday. Reservations can be
made via Yelp. Parking is free for
two hours with validation in the
Aliso Garage; the entrance is
on Third Street. 899 Traction
Ave., (213)935-8194.

Nostalgia Bar &
Lounge opens

Original Farmers Market features Dine LA specials

T

he herbal chef founder Chris
Sayegh has opened a new
American eatery and lounge in
Santa Monica. Menu items include
Otter Pops, PB&J dessert and YooHoos presented in a new playful
way. Inventive CBD-infused cocktails are offered, as well as
gourmet bar bites and live music.
Santa Monica residents with ID
will receive a complimentary
Nostalgia Push-Pop with a purchase throughout April. Reservations can be made via OpenTable.
1326 Pico Blvd. nostalgiabarandlounge.com.

courtesy of Nosalgia Bar

Nosalgia Bar Otter Pop cocktail

The Original Farmers Market,
corner of Third and Fairfax, is
participating in Dine LA
Restaurant Week with specially
curated lunch and dinner menus
available through April 15.
Fifteen restaurants at the
Farmers Market will offer specials, including $15 lunch menus
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., daily.
Participating restaurants include
Bryan’s Pit BBQ, The French
Crepe Co., The Gumbo Pot,
Magee’s Kitchen, Market
Tavern, Singapore’s Banana
Leaf and Yang’s Braised
Chicken
Rice.
Du-Par’s
Restaurant and Bakery is serving
a tuna melt with a fountain drink
for the special lunch.
Many of the market’s restaurants will also offer $55 dinner
specials for two from 4 p.m. to
closing, including El Granjero
Cantina, Marmalade Café, Pasta
Corner and Roxy & Jo’s Seafood
Grill & Oyster Bar. Du-Par’s
Restaurant and Bakery is offering a meatloaf dinner for two
with a slice of pie.

photo courtesy of the Original Farmers Market

Enjoy specials from many Farmers Market restaurants during Dine
LA.

Other menu offerings include
French dip sandwiches, jambalaya, classic fish and chips and
pink vodka sauce pasta.
The Original Farmers Market is

located at 6333 W. Third St.
For information and a full list of
participating restaurants, visit
farmersmarketla.com/marketbuzz/dine-la-restaurant-week.

Eggciting Easter
MENU

Served Thursday, April 14 - Sunday, April 17
Starter

Side Dishes

Soup du Jour

Charred Asapragus
Creamy Mashed Potatoes
Dinner Rolls

Entrées
Bourbon Glazed Ham
Or Roasted Salmon

DINE IN OR
TAKE-OUT!

Dessert
Choice of Du-par’s Fruit Pie

Adults: $29.95
Children: $17.95
Children’s order does not include soup or dessert

6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

Follow Us!
@duparsfm
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Educators honored at Sal Castro Teacher Awards

Board member Mónica García
and local superintendents Jose P.
Huerta and Frances Baez, celebrated the 5th Annual Sal Castro
Teacher Awards. Twenty-five secondary teachers were recognized
for their courage in advancing educational justice and access to college and career pathways.
In 1968, Sal Castro, a Lincoln
High School teacher and activist,
empowered Mexican-American
students to demand a quality education and call out routine and institutional discrimination against
Chicana/o and Latina/o students in
the Los Angeles Unified School
District. Their demands contributed
to the Civil Rights Movement and
eliminating barriers to quality education. Because of Sal Castro and
teachers like him, there are more
students graduating from high

school and college and many more
culturally relevant student experiences in our classrooms.
Attendees at the ceremony
included Charlotte Lerchenmuller,
Castro’s widow, Los Angeles
Unified superintendent Alberto M.
Carvalho and executive director for
InnerCity Struggle Maria Brenes.
There were also performances by
Mariachi Olimpico from Theodore
Roosevelt High School.
“The Sal Castro Family, sons Gil
and Jim, grandsons James and
Michael, and I congratulate the
winners of the Sal Castro Award,”
Charlotte Lerchenmuller said.
“Educators who believe in educational justice through access and
equity to an outstanding education
are needed now more than ever. We
salute you and thank you for carrying on the Sal Castro legacy.”

Los Angeles Zoo celebrates
spring and Earth Month

Every weekend in April, the Los
Angeles Zoo hosts Wild for the
Planet, a combined celebration of
the spring season and Earth Month,
a monthlong emphasis on sustainability and environmental stewardship. This fun, educational and
impactful event will feature an
earth expo, twice daily animal
feedings, hands-on springtime
activity for children, spring photo
ops, all-natural honey tastings, a
book talk with music legend and
children’s book author Ziggy
Marley and his wife and collaborator Orly Marley on May 1 and
more. The event runs weekends
through Sunday, May 1, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. All activities except honey
tastings are free with paid admission and for Greater Los Angeles
Zoo Association members.
Wild for the Planet features an
earth expo where guests can learn
what environmental actions that
communities and individuals can
take to protect animals, wild habitats and the Earth we all share.
Springtime activities include planting a California native plant to take
home and grow at the Planting for
Pollinators Station and learning
some creative things you can do
with recycled materials at the
Upcycling Inspiration Lab. The
Condor Station, open from 11 a.m.

to 2 p.m., allows guests to step into
the world of a wildlife biologist to
learn firsthand about the effort to
save
critically
endangered
California condors, one of the
Zoo’s most successful conservation
programs. The Los Angeles
Beekeeper Association will be
offering a honey tasting of six different honeys for an additional fee
of $3.
Special programs and activities
will be happening the week of April
11 with Kinder Joy hosting an eggthemed self-guided tour, and April
23 to 24, which will feature Earth
Day-themed animal enrichments
and an ECO-CELL handheld electronics drive where guests can
bring an old cell phone (or other
device) to recycle in exchange for a
free carousel ride, while supplies
last. By recycling old cell phones
and handheld electronics, you can
help protect gorilla habitat in
Africa. On the final weekend,
Ziggy and Orly Marley will host a
book reading of their children’s
book “Little John Crow.”
For more information on Wild
for the Planet programs and weekend activities and schedule, as well
as green tips and conservation
resources to help make every day
Earth
Day,
please
visit
lazoo.org/wildfortheplanet.

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Zoo

All-natural honey tastings will be offered during the Los Angeles Zoo’s
monthlong spring and Earth Month events.

“Sal Castro! Presente!” Board
Member Mónica García said. “54
years ago, and still today, student
voice and student activism demand
accountability from all of us, adults
and systems alike. Our beloved Sal
Castro never stopped being an
advocate for students and their
unlimited potential. We are grateful
for his courage and solidarity with
students, then and now. We are
equally grateful for the many who
in his spirit, fight for equity, access
and justice every day.”
“Local District East — the home
of Lincoln, Garfield, Roosevelt and
Wilson High Schools, four of the five
schools that led the 1968 Walkouts
alongside Sal Castro — could not be
prouder of this year’s award recipients,”
Local
District
East
Superintendent Jose P. Huerta said.
The 2022 Sal Castro Award

Honorees are Miriam Cardoza
(Abraham Lincoln High School),
Elizabeth Bush (Belmont Senior
High School), Arturo Ortiz
(Benjamin Franklin High School),
Michael A. Garrido (Boyle Heights
High School), Dora Marquez
(Boyle Heights S.T.E.M. High
School), Patricia Martin (Felicitas
and Gonzalo Mendez High
School), Ruth Cardenas (Francisco
Bravo Senior High Medical
Magnet),
Paulina
Martinez
(Francisco Bravo Medical Magnet
High School), Tracy Jones (Central
High School Tri-C), Jacqueline
Rodriguez (Downtown Magnets
High School), Jessica Marie Ruiz
(Edward R. Roybal Learning
Center) Jesus Gastelum Camacho
(East Los Angeles Performing Arts
Magnet, Esteban E. Torres High
School), Ivette Duran (East Los
Angeles Renaissance Academy,
Esteban E. Torres High School),
Theresia Rosa Kleeman, (Social

Justice Leadership Academy
Magnet, Esteban E. Torres High
School),
Jermaine
Upshaw
(Highland Park High School),
Leroy Pulido (Hilda L. Solis
Learning Academy), Lucy Juarez
(James A. Garfield Senior High
School),
Lizette
Becerra
(Academic Leadership Community,
Miguel
Contreras
Learning
Complex), Sandra Flores (Los
Angeles School of Global Studies,
Miguel
Contreras
Learning
Complex), Aprille Abram (School
of Social Justice, Miguel Contreras
Learning
Complex),
Leticia
Pintado (Pueblo De Los Angeles
High School), Oralia Resendez (Sal
Castro Middle School), Rekha
Prakash (Theodore Roosevelt High
School), Anna Murillo, Math,
Science and Technology Magnet
Academy, Theodore Roosevelt
High School) and Michael Aragon
(Woodrow Wilson Senior High
School).
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Getty Villa presents ‘Persia: Ancient Iran
and the Classic World’ exhibition

Ancient Iran, historically known
as Persia, was the dominant nation
of western Asia for over a millennium, with three native dynasties, the
Achaemenids, Parthians, and
Sasanians, controlling empires of
unprecedented size and complexity.
Their principal military rivals
throughout this period were the
ancient Greeks and Romans, with
whom they nevertheless enjoyed an
active exchange in many aspects of
architecture, religion and court culture, as is demonstrated in the artworks they produced.
This spring, the Getty Villa
Museum presents the exhibition
“Persia: Ancient Iran and the
Classical World,” the first major
U.S. exhibition to highlight the
relationship between the classical
world and ancient Iran. In addition
to the spectacular ancient works on
view that explore the artistic and
cultural connections between the
rival powers of Iran, Greece and
Rome, the exhibition is supported
by two innovative digital experi-

ences: a 360-degree immersive film
onsite at the Villa and a highly
interactive online website.
“The military rivalry between the
ancient Persian empires that controlled much of the modern Middle
East, and the Greeks and Romans
of the eastern Mediterranean, determined the geopolitical map of
Eurasia from Britain in the west to
the border of India in the east for
over a thousand years,” Timothy
Potts, director of the J. Paul Getty
Museum, said. “The many spectacular objects on view are extraordinary expressions of Persian political and cultural identity, many of
them among the most famous masterpieces of Persian art. I hope this
exhibition will convey how fruitful
the intermingling of very different
artistic and other cultural traditions
was for both cultures, as can still be
seen in aspects of our visual arts
today.”
“Persia: Ancient Iran and the
Classical World” is the second in
the Getty Museum’s program

“The Classical World in
Context,” a series of exhibitions
and related publications that
explore the relationship between
the Classical world of Greece and
Rome and their neighboring cultures from north Africa and the
Middle East through to Central
Asia. The inaugural exhibition in
the series was “Beyond the Nile:
Egypt and the Classical World” in
2018. The series will continue in
2024 with “Thrace and the
Classical World.”
A separate online digital experience created in conjunction with
the exhibition allows visitors the
opportunity to soar over a 3-D recreation of Persepolis and take an
interactive walk through the
palaces, terraces, audience halls
and chambers of the massive complex in southern Iran. As visitors
scroll their way through the rooms,
they can zoom in on 3-D images of
the coins, vessels, inscriptions and
reliefs that would have been used
in these spaces. This interactive

web experience will be available in
eight languages, including Persian,
Arabic, Hindi, Chinese (simplified
and traditional), Spanish, French
and English, bringing ancient
Persepolis to life for visitors
around the world. The online experience
is
available
at
getty.edu/persepolis.
“Persia: Ancient Iran and the
Classical World” is on display at
Getty Villa Museum now through

August 8.
The Getty Villa is open
Wednesday through Monday, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. It is closed Tuesdays.
Admission to the Getty Villa is
free, but a reservation is required
for admission. Make a reservation
online at getty.edu/visit or by calling (310)440-7300. Parking is
$20. The Getty Villa is at 17985
Pacific Coast Highway, Pacific
Palisades.

Beverly Center to host female DJs Sundays
Located at the epicenter of Los
Angeles, Beverly Center has
launched BEATS at BEV, a new
music series featuring some of the
city’s hottest female DJs. The series
launched April 3 and is continuing
every Sunday.
Upcoming artists include DJ Mia
on April 10 and DJ Frazier Davis
on April 24.
DJ Mia is known for a contemporary style and an eclectic, indie

mix. She has appeared on
“America’s Best Dance Crew” on
MTV.
DJ Frazier Davis was the first
female to compete in the U.S. Red
Bull 3Style DJ Competition, finishing in second place. With an eclectic, open format with a mask-up
style, she counts Girl Talk, DJ AM
and Z-Trip among her influences.
She studied at Jam Master Jay’s
Scratch DJ Academy.

The Grove, Americana at Brand
host Easter Bunny photo ops

Caruso is teaming up with the
Easter Bunny to welcome the community back to its famed Bunny
Bungalows at The Grove and The
Americana at Brand through April 17.
Adorning The Grove’s Park and
The Americana at Brand’s Green
with fresh florals, painted eggs and
pastel décor galore, the Bunny
Bungalows will serve as picturesque settings for families and
friends to meet the Easter Bunny
and participate in a professional
photoshoot. Featuring three kidfriendly photo packages to choose
from – the “VIB” Very Important
Bunny ($70), the Happy Hopper

($55) and the Little Bunny ($45) –
the bungalows offer guests a way to
conveniently capture the joy of the
spring season.
While walk-ins are welcome,
reservations are encouraged. Head
to the reservation sites for The
Grove and The Americana at Brand
for advanced booking.
The attraction is open daily from
10 a.m.-6 p.m. The Americana at
Brand is located at 889 Americana
Way in Glendale, For information,
visit americanaatbrand.com.
The Grove is located at 189 The
Grove Dr. For information, visit
thegrovela.com.

photo courtesy of Caruso

Visitors at The Grove and Americana at Brand can pose for professional
photos with the Easter Bunny.

Looking ahead, featured artists
will include Hauskaat at May 1,
Toneé Macara on May 8, Lani Love
on May 15, MissNINJA on May 22
and DJ Sophnenom on May 29.
ShanLynn performed on April 3.
For more information visit beverlycenter.com/pages/beats-at-bev.

photo courtesy of the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago

“Plaque with a Winged Lion-Griffin” will be among the pieces on display
at the Getty Villa for their exhibition highlighting ancient Iran.
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Poets get down at annual festival

The Greenway Court Theatre
presents the sixth annual L.A. Get
Down Festival, a celebration of hip
hop and spoken word, on April 8, 9,
22, 23, 24, 26, 29 and 30.
The festival opens with “Say It
Loud: The Black Poets of World
Stage Press” on April 8 from 8-11
p.m. Hosted by Hiram Sims, the
evening will honor some of the best
Black poets from Los Angeles, as
published by World Stage Press.
The festival continues on April 9
at 2 p.m. with the workshop
“Release & Let Go: Intro to
Creating a Solo Show,” led by
Juliette Jeffers. Participants will
learn the art of creating a solo
show, including content and struc-

ture. Jeffers will also share her
process and guide students through
the journey of a successful solo
show artist.
Additional programs and events
include “The Gold Standard-AAPI
Community: Music & Words,”
hosted by Arianna Lady Basco on
April 9 at 8 p.m., and “Red ThreadBirthing a New World,” led by Fei
Hernandez on April 22 at 8 p.m.
“Ekphrastically Speaking,” a workshop led by Ed Mabrey will be held
on April 23 at 2 p.m., followed by
the LAGD Playwright Circle at 8
p.m., featuring “Bern’s Echo,” a
new work by Basco, and “Bitter.
Sweet”., by Tahirih Moeller.
On April 24, Mabrey will lead a

workshop titled “Let’s Get Your
Book Out” at 2 p.m., and Alyesha
Wise and Matthew Cuban
Hernandez will host the “MTP
Youth Day,” also at 2 p.m., featuring up-and-coming young Los
Angeles poets.
“Women & Femme Night” will
be hosted by Yesika Salgado and
Jasmine Williams on April 26 at 8
p.m., and the “Fab Film Night” will
be held on April 29 at 8 p.m. The festival concludes with the “Head to
Head Slam Competition” hosted by
Pages Matam on April 30 at 2 p.m.
Eight poets from around the country
compete in a three-round head to
head slam competition, and the top
two winners will receive cash prizes.

photo courtesy of the Greenway Court Theatre

Some of the best young poets in Los Angeles will participate in the L.A.
Get Down Festival at the Greenway Court Theatre.

General admission to each event
is $10. Greenway Arts Alliance,
located at 544 N. Fairfax Ave. on
the Fairfax High School campus,

unites communities through art,
education and social enterprise. For
information, visit greenwaycourttheatre.org.

Opera highlights creativity of deaf community
Los Angeles Philharmonic music
and artistic director Gustavo
Dudamel will conduct the orchestra
and a star-studded cast in a groundbreaking
performance
of
Beethoven’s opera “Fidelio” from
April 14-16, at 8 p.m. at the Walt
Disney Concert Hall.
Created for deaf and hearing
audiences, the performance is produced in collaboration with Deaf
West Theatre and deaf performers
of El Sistema’s Coro de Manos
Blancas. It draws on both American
Sign Language’s expressive, gestural poetry and Beethoven’s music to
tell a powerful tale of redemption
and liberation. The idea for the production was originally developed
by Dudamel through his foundation,

which he co-chairs with his wife,
actress María Valverde, as a means
of elevating deaf artistry to illuminate the opera’s central theme of
fighting to overcome obstacles to
discover one’s own personal freedom. “Fidelio” premiered in 1805
as Beethoven was losing his hearing.
“All art is rooted in the deeply
human need to communicate something, and to have that communication be received and felt,” Dudamel
said. “‘Fidelio’ is perhaps
Beethoven’s purest expression of
our ability to overcome adversity,
and to reach one another across a
seemingly insurmountable divide.
That belief in the transformative,
transcendent power of music is at

Community unites against crime

In response to rising crime, residents marched from Los Angeles
City Hall to Los Angeles High School in this photograph in the March
30, 1972, issue of the Park Labrea News. The march, known as
“Walkers Crusade for Peace,” was organized by the Wilshire Police
Council, which was headed by Fuller Avenue resident Harry K.
Gilliland. Hundreds of people participated, and a public safety fair
was held afterward at Los Angeles High School. Members of the community can still participate in the LAPD Wilshire Division’s
Community Police Advisory Board, which offers residents an opportunity to provide information and advice to authorities, and to take
information from the police department back to the community. For
information, call (213)473-0200, or visit lapdwilshire.com/community-police-advisory-board.html.

the heart of this production, where
we have partnered with the extraordinary artists of Deaf West Theatre
and the Coro de Manos Blancas in
order to offer a performance with
equal resonance to both deaf and
hearing audiences, and remind us
that there is always light through
the darkness.”
“Rarely do the opera houses and
concert halls throughout the world
open their doors to the deaf community,” added D.J. Kurs, artistic
director of Deaf West Theatre.
“Together with the LA Phil, we
have been able to create an experience that brings new facets of
music to deaf and hearing audiences.”
The entire performance will be

photo courtesy of the LA Phil

Gustavo Dudamel leads the LA Phil in a performance “Fidelio,” produced
in collaboration with Deaf West Theatre and El Sistema’s Coro de Manos
Blanca.

signed and sung, with supertitles
provided.
Tickets start at $71. The Walt

Disney Concert Hall is located at 11
S. Grand Ave. For information, visit
laphil.com.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
March 27 and April 2. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

committed a grand theft in the
8800 block of Sunset.

March 27

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1200 block of N.
Genesee at 8 p.m.

At 12:15 a.m., a suspect was
arrested on suspicion of driving
under the influence of alcohol or
drugs near the corner of Doheny
and Burton.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8800 block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 800 block of Sierra
at 9:40 a.m.
At 1:36 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 200
block of N. Rodeo.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 200 block of N. Canon
at 11:45 p.m.

March 28
At 6:57 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 200 block of
N. Rodeo.

March 28
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 9200
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Hilldale and
Santa Monica at 12:50 a.m.
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8700
block of Rosewood.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1200 block of N.
Fairfax at 1:30 p.m.

vehicle parked in the 600 block of
N. Robertson at 11:12 p.m.

April 1
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 8700
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 9100 block of Sunset
at 1:35 p.m.
At 1:53 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1100 block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Holloway
and Sunset at 5:40 p.m.
At 6:23 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 100 block
of N. Robertson.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1300 block of Olive at
8:36 p.m.

April 2
At 10:59 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
1000 block of Carol.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8900 block of Santa
Monica at 11:50 p.m.

Los Angeles Police
Department

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 100 block of S.
Detroit at 1 p.m.
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8400 block of Blackburn.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1100 block of N.
Highland at 11:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
S. San Vicente at 7:45 a.m.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1100
block of Vine.

At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 4100
block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Santa Monica and Van Ness at
6:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 300 block of N.
Hayworth at 11:39 a.m.
At 12:29 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 800 block of N. Alta Vista.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1200 block of N.
Bronson at 1:10 p.m.
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6100
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 8700 block of
Beverly at 3 p.m.

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6300
block of Lindenhurst.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 100 block of S.
Edinburgh at 3:40 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 600 block of S.
Saint Andrews at 2 a.m.

At 3:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of S. Curson.

At 2:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1500
block of N. Gordon.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of N. Van
Ness at 4:30 p.m.

March 29

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6100 block of
Lindenhurst at 3 a.m.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of S. Cochran.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8900 block of Wilshire
at 1:50 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1000 block of
Havenhurst at 10 a.m.

At 5:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Pico and Swall.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 700 block of
S. Dunsmuir at 6 p.m.

At 6:15 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 9700 block of
Santa Monica.

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 500
block of N. Kings.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 800 block of
S. Mansfield at 5:30 a.m.

At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
5200 block of Wilshire.

A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Beverly and Maple at 7:36 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1200 block of
Horn at 1 p.m.

At 12:45 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Third and Fuller.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6400 block of
Selma at 8 p.m.

March 31

At 3:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8700 block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1100 block of Vine at
2:30 p.m.

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
900 block of N. La Brea.

An arson fire was reported in the
400 block of Canon at 5:10 a.m.

March 30

At 1:03 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 200 block of
N. Rodeo.

At 6:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1100
block of Greenacre.

At 3:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8500 block of Beverly.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Wilshire and Cochran at 9 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 100 block of N. La
Cienega at 8:29 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Nemo and Doheny at 12:45 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6400 block of
Yucca at 6 p.m.

At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Wilshire and
Burnside.

At midnight, an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 300
block of S. Rexford.

At 12:50 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 8400
block of Santa Monica.

April 1

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1300 block of Harper
at 2:38 p.m.

At 6:03 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 200
block of S. La Peer.

A robbery was reported in the
8900 block of Ashcroft at 3:33 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 9400 block of Wilshire
at 8:51 p.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 900
block of N. Ogden.

March 30

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Fairfax and
Santa Monica at 8:45 p.m.

At 4:21 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of N. Beverly.

At 1:02 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Rodeo and
Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of
Stonewood at 4:43 a.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
March 27
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect

At 8:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7700
block of Santa Monica.

March 31
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 800 block of
Westbourne at 3 a.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8500 block of Rugby.
An unknown suspect burglarized a

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. Clark.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Swall and Alden at 11 p.m.
At 11:55 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
1600 block of Vine.

March 28
At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7000 block of Franklin.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8000 block of
Fourth at 4 a.m.
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle near the corner of Seventh and Gramercy.

At 3:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1400
block of Rexford.

March 29

March 27

At 3:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8300
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5100 block of
Sunset at 3 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7700 block of Melrose at
4:30 p.m.

At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6700
block of Hollywood.

March 29

7800 block of Beverly.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 5400 block of
Lemon Grove at 11 p.m.

March 30

At 8:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8500
block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Fourth and La Cienega at 9 p.m.
At 9:36 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 700 block
of N. Laurel.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 700 block of Vine
at 9:45 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of McCadden and Waring.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Highland
and Willoughby at 10:20 p.m.
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1900 block of Whitley.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 800 block of S.
Curson at 11 p.m.

March 31
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of S.
Kilkea at 3:20 a.m.
At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8000 block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5000 block of
Rosewood at 12:30 p.m.
At 12:36 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
400 block of S. Orange.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1100 block of Kilkea
at 3:05 p.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
6000 block of Franklin.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
S. Wilton at 4:30 p.m.
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 700
block of N. Poinsettia.
An arson fire was reported near
the corner of Argyle and
Hollywood at 10:04 p.m.

At 1:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8600 block
of Burton.

At 11:10 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Sunset and
Gower.

An unknown suspect stole a bicycle in the 5400 block of Santa
Monica at 6:02 a.m.

April 1

At 8:49 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1900 block of Highland.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 8300 block of Third at
10:08 a.m.
At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1200 block of N. Las Palmas.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 700 block of
Seward at 9 p.m.
At 9:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6600
block of Franklin.
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Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

INCOME TAX

ALL YEAR
INCOME TAX

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com
Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW CLIENTS
5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036

Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970

Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com
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Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program.

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

as seen on YouTube!

HANDYMAN
HONEST HANDYMAN
DOES IT ALL
Serving the Westside for 32 years
• Plumbing • Electrical
• Roofing • Tile • Flooring
• Painting • A/C Repair
Carpentry • Drywall
• Windows • Decks
• Kitchen & Bath Specialist

FORT CONSTRUCTION
General Contractors
Call Manny

(310)729-9612
(424)284-3314

Lic#465817 Bonded • Insured

fortconstructionla.com

WE PUBLISH LEGAL
NOTICES!
Send inquiries to

karen@beverlypress.com

Advertise and reach
thousands of readers
at BeverlyPress.com
for only $8/M
impressions.

Ways to subscribe

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Morning beads
5. 2nd letter addendum
8. Org. with eligibility rules
12. Emergency door sign
13. Pickpocket
15. Lummox’s exclamation
16. Salad cheese
17. Seeped
18. Jacuzzis
19. Fruity dessert
22. Prefix for cycle or verse
23. NHL great
24. Treaties
28. Restrained from indulging
34. Raison d’ ___
35. Indian queen
36. Vane direction
37. Fruity dessert
42. Sis, e.g.
43. Linear
44. Big name in oil
45. Whatever happened
48. Main ideas
49. Legislative figure
50. Sighting in the sky, for short
52. Fruity desserts
60. Strategem
61. Trap at a ski lodge, say
62. Attention-getting word
64. Some vending machine inserts
65. Pick

66. Cut the crop
67. Aberdeen maiden
68. A pint, maybe
69. “Hey Jude,” for one
Down
1. Phone trio
2. Subjects of many Taylor Swift songs
3. 1984-88 skating gold medalist
4. Commendation
5. Fear
6. Tailor's concern
7. Adviser
8. Crime syndicate, with “Cosa'”
9. Business associates
10. On ___ with
11. Mgr.’s aide
13. Kind of hall
14. New Deal inits.
20. Hung. neighbor
21. School of Hindu philosophy
24. Big name in pop
25. Had home cooking
26. Base for some jellies
27. P.I., e.g.
29. Slender nails
30. Noted New York photographer Goldin
31. Terminus
32. Portray
33. Audition tapes
38. Authority in card games
39. Letter accompanier: abbr.

40. Yellow, for one
41. Aishwarya of Bollywood
46. Phrase of emphasis
47. One of the Kennedys
48. Government dot
51. Source
52. One way off base
53. Mexican pineapple
54. Anchor
55. Sch. where Bill Walton played
56. Stagger

57. Prominent features for Spock
58. Stat start
59. Penn of films
63. Stat of fuel efficiency

answers on page 31
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Summer arts internship program
opens for L.A. County students

L.A. County’s long-running creative workforce development program, the L.A. County Arts
Internship Program, will provide
228 university and community college students with paid on-the-job
experience in the arts at over 140
nonprofit organizations starting this
summer. Applications for interested
students are now open.
The AIP is the largest paid summer internship program in the US.
Now in its 22nd year, more than
2,500 students have entered the
L.A. County arts and culture field
through AIP, which places interns in
nonprofit performing, presenting,
literary, arts education and municipal arts organizations. Its companion program, the Getty Marrow
Undergraduate Internship Program,
provides internships with museums
and visual arts organizations.
Students build their professional
skills and connections while completing projects in education, marketing, graphic design, fundraising,
production and more. Arts organizations, which range in budget size
and include nonprofits focusing on
artistic disciplines ranging from
theater to dance, multimedia, film
and social justice through the arts,
host internships with work-based
learning opportunities.
“As Los Angeles County’s cre-

ative economy begins to rebound
from COVID-19 impacts, we need
to stay committed to sustainable
recovery programs and creative
workforce development initiatives.
The Arts Internship Program
checks both boxes. We are supporting our arts and culture organizations as they get their feet back
under them, and at the same time,
we are investing and nurturing our
next generations of artists and cultural leaders,” Holly J. Mitchell,
Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors chair, said.
“For over 20 years, the Arts
Internship Program has built career
pathways for diverse young people
including many who face barriers
to creative jobs in LA County. The
program connects students to
salaries, real-world experience and
job skills, provides an inside understanding of the arts ecosystem, and
expands access with a cultural equity and inclusion lens,” L.A. County
Department of Arts and Culture
director Kristin Sakoda said.
Approved as one of the five initial recommendations from the
Cultural Equity and Inclusion
Initiative funded by the board of
supervisors in 2017, the program
has expanded each subsequent
year, both increasing the number of
internships available and reserving

at least 28 positions for community
college students. In the last three
years the proportion of participation from community college students has more than quadrupled.
Due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, the program timeline has
been extended to allow for more
flexibility for both interns and work
sites. Additionally, part-time and
remote flexibility will be available.
Organizations set the start and end
dates of their positions, but all students must complete their 400 paid
hours between June 1, 2022 and
March 1, 2023.
Applications for the program are
now open. Any current undergraduate student, as well as students graduating between May 1 and
December 1 are eligible to apply. All
applicants must be currently enrolled
in a community college or four-year
university. Applicants must also be
residents of or attending schools that
are located in Los Angeles County,
and they cannot be previous participants of the program. Eligible students of diverse backgrounds are
encouraged to apply.
Students who wish to apply may
do so by identifying the opportunities they are interested in at lacountyarts.org/internships, and applying
directly to those host organizations.
Positions will be launched at the
beginning of each month starting in
April through July. Interested students are encouraged to continue
checking our website for the most
up-to-date and available positions.

Commission releases homelessness report

After six months of reviews and
meetings with hundreds of stakeholders, the Los Angeles County
Blue-Ribbon Commission on
Homelessness has released a 100plus-page report delineating seven
recommendations needed to
improve the region’s current system
that helps people experiencing
homelessness.
In response to a motion introduced by Supervisors Kathryn
Barger, 5th District, and Hilda L.
Solis, 1st District, and approved by
the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors last July, the BRCH, led
by executive director Mary
Wickham, reviewed the existing
governance structures within the
region that hold the decision-making
authority to meaningfully address
and solve the issue of homelessness.
They also identified gaps in the
county’s homeless services delivery
system that need to be remedied.
“L.A. County deserves the most
informed approach possible for
tackling homelessness, grounded in
the wealth of knowledge from service providers, cities and civic
organizations across the county,”
Supervisor Janice Hahn, 4th
District, said. “This report puts us
on firmer ground and is a key next
step on our path toward securing
long-term housing for our
unhoused neighbors.”
The BRCH, Wickham and the
BRCH support team engaged in
hundreds of hours of conversations

with interviewees, who in turn
shared their concerns and recommendations. The result is a final
report informed by approximately
280 individuals representing more
than 130 entities, cities, departments
and authorities within the county or

“L.A. County
deserves the most
informed approach
possible for
tackling
homelessness,
grounded in the
wealth of
knowledge from
service providers,
cities and civic
organizations
across the
county”
Supervisor Janice Hahn,
4th District

across the country. Approximately
40 service providers were also interviewed in order to include their realworld perspectives.
The report found that key government entities and service
providers too often operate in silos
rather than as an integrated net-

work. As a result, they are hampered in supporting persons experiencing homelessness.
There is no entity dedicated to
leading on homelessness in L.A.
County or in the city of Los Angeles.
While many departments touch on
homelessness, none are dedicated
exclusively to leading on the issue.
The report states that city and
county governing bodies have overrelied on the Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority and its governing commission, in recent years, for
too many matters related to homelessness. However, LAHSA is not
empowered to be a decision-maker,
which has created confusion and a
great deal of consternation for
many stakeholders.
Cities across the region demand
more direct access to Measure H
funding to address homelessness in
their communities in the manner
their constituents desire, according
to the report. Simultaneously, there
needs to be a balanced distribution
of Measure H funds to areas with
the greatest number of persons
experiencing homelessness.
Stakeholders who were interviewed all agreed that the region’s
homelessness services delivery system is not where it needs to be and
that the system has not evolved at
the pace required to meet the vast
need of the most vulnerable who
live on city and county streets.
For
information,
visit
BRCH.lacounty.gov.

City National Bank supports
L.A. Unified students
City National Bank has
announced that it is renewing its
three-year, $1 million commitment it made in 2019 to bring the
bank’s Dollars + Sense financial
education program to support Los
Angeles Unified School District
high school students. To date, this
important program has helped
more than 26,000 students with
nearly 74,000 hours of learning.
City National’s goal is to reach all
high schools within the LAUSD.
Kelly Coffey, Chief Executive
Officer of City National Bank, and
Alberto
Carvalho,
LAUSD
Superintendent, will speak at a
check presentation event on April 6
at 1 p.m., at Crenshaw High School
located at 5010 11th Ave. The
announcement aligns with National
Financial Literacy Month, which
occurs through April.
“Providing critical financial

education tools to high school students is one of the most important
ways City National can help to
make our communities stronger,”
Coffey said. “Teaching students
important money management
skills is crucial for them to make
sound financial decisions needed
to achieve their educational and
professional aspirations.”
Through this effort, students
may take up to eight hours of
interactive, online modules.
Measurement tools are supplied to
educators to track the students’
progress and performance. City
National, in partnership with
EVERFI Inc., will provide students who successfully complete
the course with a Certification in
Financial Education.
For more information about
City National, visit the company’s
website at cnb.com.

WeHo Pride Parade opens
registration for entries

Registration has opened for the
inaugural WeHo Pride Parade on
Sunday, June 5, which will start at
Crescent Heights Boulevard and
continue on Santa Monica
Boulevard into the heart of the
Rainbow District.
Together as a community, the
city will bring entertainment,
excitement and fun to WeHo Pride
weekend. The city’s chamber of
commerce is asking participants to
be creative and think outside the
box with their parade entries. They
added that they are welcoming
floats, bands, drill teams, dance
teams, march contingents and
more. The chamber said that spec-

tators want to be entertained, and
the public will remember a unique,
fun, colorful and entertaining
entry. They also said that they are
willing to help participants with
ideas.
The parade will start at 12 p.m. at
the intersection of Santa Monica
Boulevard and North Crescent
Heights Boulevard. The city is
anticipating an attendance of
around 50,000 people for the twohour event. Entries will be limited
to 100. For questions email
Parade@JJ-LA.com. Sign up
for the parade at form.jotform.com/
220595937379169 by Friday, April
29.

Assessor’s office hires new deputy

Los Angeles County Assessor
Jeff Prang has selected Ivan
Masayon to fill the position of
administrative deputy for the assessor’s office.
He will be responsible for oversight of the department’s administrative services that includes human
resources, recruitment, employee
relations, budget, fiscal/accounting,
purchasing, facilities management,
reprographics, training and emergency management.
“I am pleased to announce Ivan as
the newest member of my executive
team,” Prang said. Prior to joining
the assessor’s office, Masayon was
an associate director for the L.A.
County Office of Emergency
Management and managed the
county’s hazard mitigation programs and disaster recovery efforts,
spanning numerous presidential-

and governor-declared disasters.
He provided guidance to all
county departments, cities, special
and school districts, non-profits and
local communities on federal/state
disaster aid, assistance, grants and
recovery programs.
Prior to working for the county in
2014, he spent nine years with the
city of Los Angeles primarily as a
budget analyst for the city’s Bureau
of Engineering and as a workers’
compensation analyst for its
Personnel Department.
Masayon holds a bachelor’s
degree in business economics from
the University of the Philippines
Diliman, a master’s degree in public administration from the
California
State
University
Northridge and an executive education on leadership in crises from
Harvard Kennedy School.

Exhibit explores work by Vienna-based artist duo

The MAK Center for Art and
Architecture will present the 19th
iteration of “Garage Exchange
Vienna-Los Angeles, Cosmic
Commissioner” running from April
14-July 3. An opening reception
will be held on April 14 from 6-8
p.m. The Vienna-based artist duo
Hanakam & Schuller collaborated
with Los Angeles architects

Current Interests to develop an
exhibit for the Mackey Apartment’s
Garage Top Gallery. The underlying narrative of the exhibition is a
satirical text by Victor Gruen from
1975.
In the text, a cosmic commissioner meets various characters
such as architects, urban planners
and environmentalists on Earth.

Reflecting on the text and its retro
future concepts, the gallery space is
re-rendered as an interior landscape
of strangely specific surfaces, iridescent imagery and muffled
sounds.
The Mackey Apartments Garage
Top is located at 1137 S. Cochran
Ave. For information, visit makcenter.org.

photo courtesy of the L.A. County Assessor’s Office

Assessor Jeff Prang, left, welcomed a new administrative deputy, Ivan
Masayon.
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L.A. settles homelessness lawsuit Ports begin CTF program

Los Angeles city officials stood
alongside the plaintiffs for the LA
Alliance on April 1 to announce
that they have reached an agreement in the LA Alliance for Human
Rights v. City of Los Angeles lawsuit.
In the agreement, the city will
substantially increase the number
of housing and shelter opportunities
within L.A. as officials improve
access to shared public spaces for
all Angelenos, both housed and
unhoused.
“We have families living in tents,
women fleeing domestic violence
sleeping in parks, people clearly
struggling with mental illness walking our streets alone at night,” said
Council President Nury Martinez,
6th District. “I’m proud that this
city has stepped up. We are building
and doing our part to house our
unhoused neighbors, but we can’t
do this alone. We need the county
of Los Angeles to provide mental
health care, substance abuse treatment and outpatient rehab beds. We
cannot work in silos, we need to
work together if we’re going to
truly work to solve the homelessness crisis in the city of Los
Angeles.”
The lawsuit by the LA Alliance
for Human Rights – an association
of downtown residents, individuals
experiencing homelessness, small
business owners and property owners – was filed over two years ago
challenging how the city and the
county of Los Angeles were
addressing the homelessness crisis.
“Homelessness is the most

urgent moral and humanitarian crisis of our time, and it demands we
put every available resource into
proven strategies to end its vicious
cycle,” Mayor Eric Garcetti said.
“This settlement seals our commitment to finding solutions for our
unhoused neighbors, holds us
accountable to make the necessary
investments, and will help us to
build a future where no one has to
suffer on our streets.”
The original lawsuit called for
local government agencies to be
legally mandated to provide housing opportunities space to the
unhoused people living on the
streets in Los Angeles County. In
the past two years, the city has
brought online nearly 7,000 new
housing and shelter solutions, often
referred to as interventions, including tiny homes, interim housing,
Project Roomkey/Homekey, permanent supportive housing, safe
parking and congregate shelters.
Lawyers for the city and the
plaintiffs notified the court of their
intent to settle and submit an
agreed-upon term sheet in which
the city will create approximately a
minimum of 14,000 housing
options and/or housing to accommodate 60% of the unsheltered persons experiencing homelessness in
the city. This number is expected to
be updated following the 2022
LAHSA Homeless Count.
The terms also call on the county
to meet its obligations to provide
services to those experiencing
homelessness, particularly for individuals who are suffering from ill-

ness, physical, mental, behavioral
health issues and substance use disorder.
“We filed this lawsuit against the
city and county of Los Angeles two
years ago with the goal of comprehensively addressing homelessness
and reclaiming public spaces for
the benefit of both unhoused and
housed Angelenos,” said Elizabeth
Mitchell, attorney for the LA
Alliance for Human Rights. “With
this settlement, the city is committing itself to a transformative
approach that will create 14,000
new beds and a citywide strategy to
humanely address encampments.
And this isn’t just a promise, this is
a legally-binding commitment that
will be overseen by a federal judge.
We commend our city leaders for
stepping up and hope that the county board of supervisors will seize
this opportunity to save lives and
help us change the trajectory of
homelessness in Los Angeles.”
Funding of housing opportunities
created by the city will be at city’s
sole discretion. The city plans to
call on the county, state and federal
government to make funding available to address the crisis and expedite public/private partnerships that
utilize private capital. The city also
plans to consider other possible
funding mechanisms to pay for
future housing, facilities and services for persons experiencing
homelessness.
The term sheet has been filed
with the court, and once a settlement is agreed upon, the City
Council will vote to finalize it.

City hosts transgender job fair
The Los Angeles Civil + Human
Rights and Equity Department and
its Transgender Advisory Council
hosted a virtual job fair for transgender and non-binary community
on March 31, connecting more
than 60 attendees with 12 employers, including the FBI and Thomas
Safran & Associates.
The job fair, hosted on the
Transgender Day of Visibility, is
one of many upward mobility and
community empowerment events
hosted by the department.
“We are thrilled at the overwhelming support for our first job
fair. This tells us that this is a
much needed service and we need
to keep going,” said advisory
council member Eden Anaï Luna,
who is also the program
manager
at
the
L.A.
LGBT Center’s Transgender
Economic Empowerment Project.
“Employers today are now more
aware of the severe socioeconomic disadvantages which trans and
nonbinary people face every day
– and the valuable contributions
which we bring to the workforce.”
“I am incredibly honored to be
part of this team and excited to
see this job fair come into
fruition for our TGI (trans, gender non-conforming, intersex)
family,” advisory council member Luckie-Alexander Fuller
said. “It’s very important that our
community has access to affirming employment and livable
wages. Our TGI job seekers can
go into this space confident that
they are seen based on the skills
they possess and nothing more.
I’m so grateful we as the trans
advisory council are in a position
to have this kind of positive
impact on our community and

their lives.”
Studies show that the trans and
non-binary community face
unemployment at twice the rate
of the U.S. population as a whole,
and that trans workers are nearly

“Even during a
labor shortage,
we know that
qualified
transgender and
non-binary
applicants are
not getting hired
or are being
mistreated at
work”
LACHRED Executive Director
Capri Maddox

four times more likely than to
have a household income of
under $10,000.
Furthermore, many trans and
non-binary
workers
report
increased harassment and discrimination in the workplace, making it
more difficult to find safe and
affirming employment. Anti-trans
discrimination in employment was
legal in the United States before
being outlawed by the Supreme
Court in June 2020.
“Even during a labor shortage,
we know that qualified transgender and non-binary applicants are
not getting hired or are being mistreated at work,” department executive director Capri Maddox said.
“We hosted this job fair with our
transgender advisory council to
get L.A. employers trained on cre-

ating inclusive workplaces and to
expand upward mobility and gainful employment for our trans and
non-binary community. We are so
thankful to Councilmember Mitch
O’Farrell for supporting this event
and to all the employers who
joined.”
The job fair featured L.A.-based
employers from a range of industries, including hospitality, government, real estate and the nonprofit sector. Every employer
involved in the fair received a
training before participating, and
job seekers were offered a free
resume prep and interview skills
training.
Employers included Project Q,
Project
Angel
Food,
Beautycounter, the Housing
Rights Center, the FBI Los
Angeles Bureau, Thomas Safran
& Associates, Conrad Hotels,
Empowering Families Inc., the
AMAAD Institute, Sender One
Climbing and the UCLA Center
for LGBTQ Advocacy, Research
and Health.
“The city is meeting the challenge of bringing resources to the
transgender and non-binary communities, while also helping small
businesses that have suffered during the pandemic,” said O’Farrell,
13th District, one of two out
LGBTQ+ members of the Los
Angeles City Council. “Bringing
these communities together in
such a thoughtful way is vital to
ensuring there is visibility, equity
and economic opportunities for
all. I want to thank L.A. Civil
Rights and our fearless leaders at
the transgender advisory council
for spearheading this ongoing
effort and working to ensure that
all Angelenos are welcomed, visible and valued.”

Mayor Eric Garcetti on April 1
announced that the ports of Los
Angeles and Long Beach have
begun implementing the Clean
Truck Fund rate program, a fee
imposed on loaded trucks entering
or leaving container terminals that
is expected to generate approximately $90 million in its first year
for the development and deployment of zero-emission trucks and
infrastructure.
“When it comes to confronting
the climate crisis, Los Angeles
doesn’t wait for solutions to show
up on our doorstep – we forge a
path for cities around the world to
follow,” Garcetti said. “As we
continue to move record-breaking
cargo volumes through our port
complex, the need for zero-emission solutions has never been
greater, and I’m proud to see our
region leading on this first-of-itskind step to steer our port toward
cleaner air, lower emissions and
healthier communities.”
Under the CTF program, the
ports will begin collecting a rate of
$10 per loaded 20-foot equivalent
units on drayage trucks entering or
leaving the terminals. Exemptions
to the CTF rate will be provided
for containers hauled by zeroemission trucks, and a temporary
exemption will be provided for
containers hauled by low-nitrogen
oxide-emitting trucks.
The CTF spending plans,
approved separately by each port,
will move the region closer to
meeting the goals of the Clean Air
Action Plan, an agreement that
directs the nation’s largest port
complex to reduce air pollution.
The CTF will specifically help
meet the ambitious goal to be
100% serviced by zero-emission
drayage trucks by 2035.
The spending plans approved by
the ports’ respective harbor commissions outlines priority targets
and pathways that will be used to
disseminate the collected funds.
The plans include a truck voucher

incentive program, which will provide a first-come, first-serve pointof-sale for zero-emission truck
vouchers for at least $150,000 to
licensed motor carriers in the Port
Drayage Truck Registry, which
will be obligated to provide service to the San Pedro Bay Port
complex for at least three years.
They also include an infrastructure
funding program, which will provide funds to help licensed motor
carriers install or obtain zeroemission charging and fueling
infrastructure.
“Greenhouse gas emissions
from transportation sources like
heavy duty trucks is a significant
contributor to climate change,”
Los Angeles Harbor Commission
President Jaime Lee said. “Funds
from this program will be used
exclusively to help incentivize the
transition from carbon-based fuels
to zero emission technology.”
“The launch of today’s program
is an important step forward, yet
much more collective work needs
to be done,” Port of Los Angeles
executive director Gene Seroka
said. “Transitioning the fleet of
trucks that serve this port complex
is a $10 billion effort that requires
all stakeholders to coordinate on
funding, policy and infrastructure.
We need to accelerate the technology and develop investment
streams – public and private – to
support this effort.”
The shift to zero-emission technologies at the port also includes a
pledge to obtain 100% zero-emission cargo handling equipment by
2030. The port is currently North
America’s leading seaport by container volume and cargo value,
processing a record-breaking 10.7
million 20-foot equivalent in
2021, a Western Hemisphere
record – compared to 7.9 million
TEUs in 2013. The Port of Los
Angeles supports approximately
133,000 jobs in Los Angeles and 1
in 90 jobs throughout the United
States.

Organizations recognized by HRC

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
has been designated an LGBTQ+
Healthcare Equality Leader in the
Human
Rights
Campaign
Foundation’s 2022 Healthcare
Equality Index, the nation’s foremost
benchmarking survey of healthcare
facilities on policies and practices
dedicated to the equitable treatment
and inclusion of their LGBTQ+
patients, visitors and employees.
The HRC awards the designation
only to hospitals and health care
organizations that attain a perfect
score on the survey, and this is the
fourth consecutive time that CHLA
has reached that achievement.
“The mission of Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles to create
hope and build healthier futures for
children is rooted in a foundation of
equity, compassion and respect for
all patients, their families and team
members,” said Dr. Hanna Song,
CHLA’s chief diversity, equity and
inclusion officer.
The HEI evaluates and scores
healthcare facilities on foundational
policies and training in LGBTQ+
patient-centered care, LGBTQ+
patient services and support,
employee benefits and policies, and
patient and community engagement.
The goal of the HEI is to ensure
LGBTQ+ people, who have historically faced significant obstacles
and impediments to equitable

health care, are protected and
affirmed by health care providers
and that they feel safe seeking services, according to the HRC.
A record 906 healthcare facilities
actively participated in the 2022
HEI survey, including 37 pediatric
hospitals. Of those, 496 earned the
highest designation. Additionally,
more than 1,300 facilities were
proactively assessed by the HRC
Foundation but did not participate
directly. CHLA previously achieved
Healthcare Equality Leader status in
2018, 2019 and 2020 (in 2021, the
HRC Foundation moved to releasing HEI data every other year).
Additionally, APLA Health has
earned a perfect 100 score on the
Human
Rights
Campaign
Foundation’s recently released 2022
Healthcare Equality Index, resulting
in the coveted “LGBTQ+ Healthcare
Equality Leader” designation.
“APLA Health is honored to be
recognized again by the HRC for our
longstanding efforts to remove any
barriers to individuals receiving culturally competent quality healthcare,” APLA Health CEO Craig E.
Thompson said. “The Healthcare
Equality Index’s extensive evaluative criteria validates our organization-wide approach to prioritizing the
equity and inclusion of our LGBTQ+
patients, employees and the communities in which we serve.”
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Linklater gives nostalgic tour of
classic Houston in ‘Apollo 10½’
Nostalgia is dangerous. Aimed at
the wrong target, it ignites masses
to believe in a fabrication, something rightfully long gone or that
never existed. Richard Linklater is
no such maniacal rhetor bending
our will toward an unseemly fable.
Far from it, “Apollo 10½: A
Space Age Childhood” is an
enchanting odyssey through late
’60s Houston. It presents itself as a
sci-fi adventure, but that’s a red herring. The real story, and all the joys
it offers, arises along the way.
When Linklater isn’t embarking
on slice-of-life stories across the
ages – from “Dazed and Confused”
to “Boyhood” – he occasionally

dips into animation. He specifically
champions a unique approach
called rotoscoping, the practice of
painting atop filmed footage. While
the practice peppers animation history, Linklater’s three forays almost
entirely feature it.
Like “Waking Life” and “A
Scanner Darkly” before, “Apollo
10½” serves up animated live
action. In previous films, this
approach enhanced philosophical
quandaries and questioning reality.
Here, it rather literally animated
Houston during the space race.
Initially, the setting feels inconsequential when young Stan (Milo
Coy) faces the most exciting mis-

South East European Film Festival
to include Ukrainian movies

The 2022 South East European
Film Festival, which will take place
April 27-May 4 and is co-presented
by the foundation for European
Languages and Movies in America,
announced the inclusion of Ukraine
in the program with two films. The
first is the 2022 Sundance directing
award-winner “Klondike” by
Maryna Er Gorbach, and the second is “Blindfold” by Taras Dron,

which will be making its U.S. premiere. Both films focus on ordinary
people trying to live their lives
under the constant threat of new
conflict and war traumas that just
won’t go away.
“SEEfest is proud to bring to L.A.
audiences these remarkable films
with strong female characters at the
center of the story,” Vera Mijojlic,
founder and director of the festival,

sion from NASA: pilot a space craft
accidentally made too small for a
regular-sized astronaut. As his
secret training begins, the story
immediately flashes back.
This tactic enjoys a long, often
tired history across many motion
pictures. After all, why cut away
from the action and force spectators
to wait another 20 minutes to an
hour for the story to move forward?
Not a problem for the “School of
Rock” director. It’s a ruse anyway.
Well, it might feel like a ruse
once the climax arrives. But as the
whole experience sinks, it reveals
itself as a necessary distraction
said. “We have previously worked
with Maryna Er Gorbach who codirected, with Mehmet Bahadir Er,
2020 festival entry “Omar and Us.”
We look forward to continuing this
collaboration and supporting our
colleagues in Ukraine.”
Two short animation films from
Ukraine are also in the program.
The 17th annual edition of the Los
Angeles-based film festival is slated to unfold as a hybrid, with inperson as well as virtual screenings
on Eventive platform.
For more information visit
seefilmla.org.

Join KCCLA for new online ‘Pansori’ series

The Korean Cultural Center Los
Angeles presents a special online
project titled “Oh! Pansori” running
through June 29 on the KCCLA
YouTube channel.
“Oh! Pansori” is a new sevenepisode video series produced by
the Korean Culture and Information
Service and hosted by Dong Han, a
member of the K-POP group Wei.
The series is easy to follow and will
provide viewers an opportunity to
learn about Pansori Chunhyangga,
a fun program with a young generational focus.
Pansori is a genre of musical storytelling performed by a vocalist
and drummer. The popular tradition, characterized by expressive
singing, stylized speech, narratives
and gestures, embraces elite and
folk culture.
Chunhyangga is one of five surviving Pansori tales. It is a love
story between Sung Chunhyang and
Yi Mongryong. Despite social class
differences, the two fell in love.
Chunhyangga, a Korean folk tale,
concludes with a happy ending.
“Pansori is difficult, even for
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The new series focuses on Pansori, a genre of Korean musical storytelling.

Koreans who grew up listening to
Pansori,”
KCCLA
director
Sangwon Jung said. “This ‘Oh!
Pansori,’ with K-pop idol Dong
Han, will target younger generation
Americans. We will continue to
introduce a wide variety Korean
traditional content with a twist, so
that everyone can enjoy it even

57th annual American Youth
Symphony gala celebrates
The American Youth Symphony,
led by Music Director Carlos
Izcaray, will celebrate its 2021-22
season and the exceptional talent of
its musicians at the 57th Annual
Gala on Saturday, April 30. The
concert program begins at 5 p.m.
and features John Adams’ “Short
Ride on a Fast Machine,” the world
premiere of Alexander Mansour’s
“Zephyr” and Gustav Mahler’s
“Symphony No. 5.”
Gala events also include a preconcert reception at 3:30 p.m. at
Royce Hall’s outdoor terrace with
specialty cocktails, wine and hors
d'oeuvres, and a post-concert
dessert and coffee reception at 7

p.m. with Maestro Izcaray and
AYS musicians, also on the terrace.
“This year’s gala concert feels
especially significant because it
celebrates the close of a season that
finally brought our musicians and
audiences together after a long and
challenging pandemic period,”
Izcaray said. “This would not have
been possible without the unwavering dedication of American Youth
Symphony’s staff, board members
and remarkable musicians. We are
also very excited to perform the
premiere of AYS Creative Fellow
Alex Mansour’s new work
‘Zephyr,’ an exciting composition

more. I think it’s important that we
create content customized for the
U.S. market.”
Audiences can enjoy music and
dance performances by visiting
kccla.org, and the organization’s
YouTube
channel
at
youtube.com/channel/UCNn_oYg2
Vwg-dagc5R8vuIg.
that beautifully showcases the
orchestra.”
Alexander Mansour is American
Youth Symphony’s principal cellist
and the first recipient of AYS’s
Creative Fellowship, established
by Izcaray in the 2021-22 season to
offer the opportunity for an AYS
musician to learn aspects of program curation and compose new
works for AYS ensembles, all
under Izcaray’s mentorship.
For more information visit
aysymphony.org/57-gala.
All tickets must be reserved in
advance and are available at
aysymphony.secure.force.com/tick
et/#/instances/a0F5d00001HNRV6
EAP.
Gala benefit packages including
the pre- and post-concert receptions are available at aysymphony.
secure.force.com/donate/?dfId=a0
n5d00000QZ3gEAAT.
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Milo Coy portrays Stan in “Apollo 10½,” an interesting look at life during
the beginning of the Space Age.

from the point and the point. With
the help of adult Stan (Jack Black)
narrating everything, the entire history of the Texas city unravels.
Stan grows up with a city almost
completely devoid of history. New
developments arrive across flatlands. Stan and his large family
keep busy with a host of activities,
jobs and home shenanigans. And
then comes NASA, standing in for
all the history other major cities
renovate, demolish or build on top.
NASA is the legacy of Houston.
Perhaps the most Linklater aspect
is a lack of major faces. Zachary
Levi as NASA big wig Krans only
graces the story a few times, key
they may be. And Black never
arrives on screen, but his voice
serves as a guide through another
era. Most frames are filled with
unfamiliar faces who so expertly
embody a story from 63 years ago.
Plenty of Linklater’s work traverses the Lone Star State, but “Apollo
10½” is a love-letter to Houston, the
first to do so. In 2018, he described
“Apollo 10½,” unnamed during
development at the time, as “a very
Houston movie, couldn’t be more

Houston, the ultimate Houston
movie,” he told the Houston
Chronicle. That’s an apt description.
No driving plot, only meandering
sequences around town. Folks live
their lives, encounter a broader
world through the evening news,
and do the best to both get by and
create lasting memories. This is
everyday life surrounded by extraordinary, historic moments underway
not two miles from a bowling alley.
“Apollo 10½” serves as a combination of Linklater’s greatest hits:
naturalist storytelling that rejects a
tidy three-act conflict and visual
experimentation. Both seem at odds
with each other. At least
“Boyhood’s” grandiose goal to film
a story for more than a decade, featuring one actor growing up on
screen, blended originality with a
rejection of Hollywood pacing.
Here, the incredible animation
immortalizes an otherwise common
life. Around 53 million Americans
watched the moon landing, yet the
story of one typical family’s day-today adventures so close to that
incredible moment propels them
along with any other spacecraft.
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Researchers provide new data in clinical trial
The Los Angeles Barbershop
Blood Pressure Study is delivering
cutting-edge insights more than
four years after the study results
were published in The New
England Journal of Medicine,
according to officials with CedarsSinai.
With help from participants in
that landmark study, researchers
from the Smidt Heart Institute at
Cedars-Sinai are digging deeper to
find out how community-based
health interventions might be best
implemented on a large scale.
They presented a continuation of
their findings on April 2 at the
American College of Cardiology
Scientific Session happening in
Washington, D.C.
Hypertension, also known as
high blood pressure, is at epidemic
levels in the Black community. One
2018 study in the Journal of the
American Heart Association found
that, among its participants, 75.5%
of Black men and 75.7% of Black
women developed hypertension by
their 55th birthday.
The original Cedars-Sinai barbershop studies, with results published in 2010 and 2018, were led
by the late Dr. Ronald G. Victor and
were the first to scientifically prove
the effectiveness of bringing medical treatment directly to the patrons
of Black barbershops. The goal:
bringing blood pressure under con-

trol to help prevent heart attack and
stroke.
Barbers at 52 Los Angeles shops
enrolled patrons with elevated
blood pressure, and clinical pharmacists visited the shops to prescribe and monitor medications for
roughly half those patrons. Patrons
who worked with the pharmacists
showed a marked reduction in
blood pressure – for a full 12
months – as compared with other
patrons, who were referred to their
primary care providers.
“After the barbershop study
results were published in 2018 in the
New England Journal of Medicine,
many groups became interested in
trying to replicate the program,” said
Dr. Christine M. Albert, chair of the
Cedars-Sinai
Department
of
Cardiology and principal investigator of the study after Victor’s death.
“We wanted to understand, from the
participants’ point of view, the components that made the barbershop
model successful.”
That led to follow-up research,
which was showcased at the ACC
Scientific Sessions by medical student and first author Nathan
Kohrman. Investigators interviewed 20 barbershop patrons, 10
barbers and one of two pharmacists
who participated in the barbershop
study. The follow-up interviews
were designed to determine key
components that would be needed

to successfully replicate or scale up
the intervention.
The new analysis was conducted
in partnership with the Los Angeles
County Department of Public
Health, which helped structure
interview questions for the study.
In their phone interviews, barbershop study participants said they
had struggled to form healthy
habits, especially proper diet, exercise and taking medications as
directed, and said the program
helped them recognize the importance of keeping their blood pressure at a healthy level.
Participating barbers said the
study reinforced their role as community leaders and felt it was a
new, positive way to serve their
community.
The cultural and social factors
were key to the program’s success,
said C. Adair Blyler, a clinical pharmacist from the Smidt Heart
Institute and co-author of the original study and the new analysis.
“For those creating similar programs, I think it’s important to first
understand the origins of the health
issue in question, the ‘players,’ and
how the problem affects them,”
Blyler said. “But most important is
to understand how the players themselves would like to see the problem
solved. For me, the main takeaway
from the barbershop study is that
healthcare is more effective when it
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Barber Eric Muhammad takes patron Marc Sims’ blood pressure.

is dynamic and flexible enough to
fit the needs of patients.”
Future research goals for the
team include tracking barbershop
patrons to see whether their success
at keeping high blood pressure at
bay translated into fewer heart
attacks and strokes.
The team would also like to
understand how public health measures implemented during the
COVID-19 pandemic might have
disrupted, or changed, opportuni-

ties for community-based health
interventions.
“The pandemic has certainly
changed the ways in which we
gather, but it has not changed our
desire to connect with others and be
part of a larger community,” Blyler
said. “This means communitybased research still has the opportunity to reach folks. We may need to
tailor our approach to accommodate new norms, but I do think we
can still be successful.”

Natural History Museum showcases spring exhibitions

The Natural History Museums of
Los Angeles County is highlighting
ongoing and upcoming exhibitions
at its venues. At the Natural History
Museum is in the final weeks of its
“Becoming Jane: The Evolution of
Dr. Jane Goodall.” The exhibition,
organized by National Geographic
in partnership with the Jane Goodall
Institute, explores Goodall’s venerable career, surveying the conservationist and ethologist’s work from
her early field research in Gombe,
Tanzania, to her current communi-

ty-centered work.
Visitors can also experience fluttering butterflies in the seasonal
Butterfly Pavilion. This springtime
exhibition features hundreds of butterflies, colorful native plants and
plenty of natural light to help the
public to see the creatures shimmer.
With lots of flight space and a variety of resting spots, people can get
one of the best views in Los
Angeles of these amazing insects.
The Natural History Museum
also has the all-new immersive

Suspected arsonist arrested
in Hancock Park

Police arrested a suspect for
allegedly starting fires on April 9
near Highland Avenue and Sixth
Street in Hancock Park.
The arrest was reported by
Magen Am, a company that provides security services in Hancock
Park. A resident called Magen Am
to report a suspicious individual
trespassing on their property.
Members of a Magen Am patrol
arrived and witnessed the individ-

ual attempting to light multiple fires
in bushes in the area.
The Los Angeles police and fire
departments were called, and officers arrested the suspected arsonist.
No further information was provided about the crimes. Magen Am
will continue to cooperate with the
LAPD and LAFD on the investigation. Anyone with information is
urged to call the LAPD’s Wilshire
Division at (213)473-0476.

dinosaur encounters show. Visitors
can also catch a glimpse of the
underwater realm of ancient L.A. in
the exhibition L.A. Underwater:
The Prehistoric Sea Beneath Us.
At the museum at La Brea Tar
Pits, the public can come face-toface with extinct Ice Age animals
with a visit to the Mammoths and
Mastodons installation and Ice Age
Encounters show.
For more information, along with
how and where the various exhibitions can be viewed, visit nhmlac.org.
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Dinosaur skeletons on display at the Natural History Museum

Bogie’s Liquor

Fine Wines, Champagnes & Spirits!
Nice Selection of Craft Beer too!
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A suspect was arrested for allegedly setting multiple fires near Highland
Avenue and Sixth Street.

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
Don’t Drink & Drive!
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Suzana Bartal to perform at The Wallis Hollywood Bowl announces

Piano virtuoso Suzana Bartal
returns to the Wallis Annenberg
Center for the Performing Arts
with the acclaimed Calder Quartet
to present a program of contemporary and timeless string quartets
and piano quintets, including the
U.S. premiere of leading French
composer Éric Tanguy’s “Piano
Quintet,” on Saturday, April 9,
7:30 p.m., in the Bram Goldsmith
Theater. Tanguy’s work is juxtaposed with Schumann’s “Piano
Quintet in E-flat major, Op. 44,”
the composer’s only piano quintet,
composed in 1842, which revolu-

tionized the instrumentation for
piano and strings and established
the piano quintet as a quintessentially romantic genre.
The evening begins with a pair
of string quartets spanning more
than 200 years: “String Quartet Op.
33, No. 4,” composed in 1782 by
Joseph Haydn, and Jamaican-born
composer Eleanor Alberga’s
“String Quartet No. 2,” composed
in 1994.
A Concert Prelude moderated by
Classical KUSC’s Brian Lauritzen
will be held at 6:30 pm.
Bartal, who is French-

photo courtesy of The Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts

Pianist Suzana Bartal will perform April 9 in the Bram Goldsmith Theater.

The Ford announces 2022 season
The Los Angeles Philharmonic
Association has announced details
of The Ford’s 2022 season, featuring 19 weeks of performances
between June 12 and October 23.
The 2022 season will kick off with
the FREE 101 Festival, which connects The Ford (Sunday, June 12)
and the Hollywood Bowl
(Saturday, June 11), sister venues
and neighbors across the 101
Freeway, for a two-day-long celebration of music and community.
Programs throughout the season
will welcome Ford favorites as
well as introduce a captivating and
inclusive array of multidisciplinary
talent, including music legends and
local acts. The Ford’s second season stewarded by the Los Angeles
Philharmonic Association celebrates the best of Los Angeles and
highlights its creative communities.
“As one of the oldest performing
arts venues in Los Angeles, The
Ford holds a storied place in the
city’s history, and we embrace that
history with every artist and ensem-

ble that takes our stage. More than
ever before, this year will be about
celebrating bright and brilliant
voices across different genres. The
2022 season will shine a spotlight
on LA’s own artists, both emerging
and established, as we welcome
unforgettable performers to our
summer stage,” Cynthia Fuentes,
director of The Ford, said.
Highlights this season include
Michael Franti and Spearhead (July
30), Best Coast performing their
albums “Crazy for You” (August
12) and “The Only Place” (August
13), Warpaint (August 19), Mary
Chapin Carpenter (June 20), “She
and Him” featuring Zooey
Deschanel and M. Ward (June 25),
Melissa Etheridge (August 23), a
night of music, drag artists and
mariachi entitled “Kikinceanera:
Noche De Orgullo” (August 26)
and a Broadway evening with
Christopher Jackson and Wayne
Beady (August 27).
Ticket packages are available at
theford.com. Single tickets will go
on sale April 19 at 10 a.m.

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Philharmonic

The Ford’s summer season will kick off with the FREE 101 Festival on
June 12.

Hungarian, was born in Timişoar,
Romania, and began her musical
education in her hometown. She
has since appeared at such prestigious venues such as the Paris
Philharmonie, the Auditorium of
Radio France, the Auditorium of
the Musée du Louvre, Salle Pleyel
and the Auditorium of the Musée
d’Orsay in Paris, the BeethovenHaus in Bonn, Merkin Hall in New
York, the Palazzetto Bru Zane in
Venice, as well as Milton Court in
London. Her recent performance
highlights include concerts at the
the Festival Berlioz, the Festival de
Besançon, Festival “Classique au
Vert” in Paris, the Vichy Opera
House, the Kaposvar Chamber
Music Festival in Hungary, Schloss
Elmau in Germany and the Turku
Music Festival in Finland. Bartal’s
wide-ranging repertoire spans solo
works, concertos and chamber
works. Also, an enthusiastic advocate of contemporary music, she
has worked with some of the most
significant composers of our day,
such as Thomas Adès and Eric
Tanguy, whose work “Rhapsodie”
for viola and piano she premiered
with Lise Berthaud at the Festival
de Pâques Aix-en-Provence. She
has collaborated with Oscar-winning film composer Gabriel Yared
as well.
Tickets, $29-$79, are on sale
now. The Wallis Annenberg Center
for the Performing Arts is located at
9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd,
Beverly Hills. To purchase tickets
and for more information, please
call (310)746-4000 or visit thewallis.org/quartet.

Juneteenth celebration
Grammy-winning pianist and
composer Robert Glasper leads a
celebration of Black freedom and
excellence. The Sunday, June 19
Re-Collective Orchestra performance marks the first time an allBlack symphony orchestra will
perform
onstage
in
the
Hollywood Bowl’s 100-year history. Principal conductor of the
Hollywood Bowl Orchestra,

Thomas Wilkins, and Derrick
Hodge will lead an evening featuring special guests from hiphop, jazz, gospel, soul and R&B,
including The Roots, for this
musical
celebration
of
Juneteenth.
The Hollywood Bowl is located at 2301 N. Highland Ave. For
more information visit hollywoodbowl.com.

photo courtesy of Hollywood Bowl

The Hollywood Bowl’s Juneteenth event will mark the first time an allBlack orchestra has performed at the venue.
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Bosse announces public safety measures
From page 1
a-week coverage of drones to
enhance and support security from
the air,” Bosse added. “We’ll also
be adding 16 automated license
plate reader sites in strategic locations. All of these technologies will
be coordinated in the real-time
watch center.”
To enhance response times –
even though the department has
“some of the fastest response times
in the country” – the mayor
announced the launch of Live 911,
which will allow police officers to
hear emergency calls as they are
reported.
“But, even with the latest technology and ability to catch criminals, if they aren’t held accountable
for their actions, nothing will
change,” Bosse said. “I am proud
that I came out very early to call for
a vote of no-confidence in L.A.
District Attorney George Gascón.
…If there are no consequences to
crime, we live in chaos. We live in
Gotham City.”
Further, the police department is
looking to increase the number of
women in leadership positions
within the department, she said.
“We are a city that funds our
police and have – and always will –
dedicate every resource they need,”
Bosse added. “Always.”
She said the department is in the
process of recruiting more officers.
Five new officers began work this
week, and an additional 16 are in
the application process, Bosse said.
While public safety has been a
major issue in Beverly Hills, so has
public health. The mayor said she
will again ask the council to consider creating the city’s own local
health department.
“It’s time for us to lead in public
health and decide what’s best for
our city,” Bosse said, adding that
she wants to promote affordable
housing projects in Beverly Hills as
well.
She also referenced Just in Case
BH, a grassroots emergency preparedness program that aims to
direct community members to
medical assistance and other
resources when first responders
may be inundated with requests.
“This program, along with our
neighborhood watch resident pro-
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Julian Gold, second from right, was installed as vice mayor during the
meeting on April 5.

gram, [is] making a difference
every day,” Bosse added. “I’m so
grateful, with all my heart, for
everyone who has worked hours
upon hours to make sure our communities are informed, safe and
connected to one another.”
Mental wellness is another area
that the mayor hopes to improve
for residents. Bosse said spiritual
teacher Deepak Chopra “is back.”
He, along with Holocaust survivor
Edith Eger, will offer programming
to residents of Beverly Hills.
“Over the last few years, we
have all been overwhelmed by a
global health pandemic, increased
crime, uncertainty, anxiety, political division, isolation and trauma,”
Bosse said. “This has definitely
taken a toll on our mental health
and wellbeing. I’m the first to
admit that these challenges have
changed me forever and put life in
perspective.”
To support local businesses, the
mayor announced “Business with
Bosse,” an effort to celebrate what
local businesses “bring to our city.”
Bosse said the first event will be
from 6:30-8 p.m. on April 25 at
Tommy’s Beverly Hills.
Additionally, she will once again
provide small businesses with a
“60 Second Shoutout” during
council meetings to showcase their

contributions to the community.
Next week, the council will honor
Impasta.
Lastly, Bosse will begin hosting
a monthly town-hall style conservation with residents, called “LIVE
with Lili.”
“Tonight, we are starting a new
year in the life of our beloved city,”
Bosse added. “We all recognize
how lucky we are to live and do
business in Beverly Hills, but we
also know that we are not immune
to the changes and challenges that
we face going forward.”
Outgoing
Mayor
Robert
Wunderlich, who will now serve as
a councilman, thanked the community for its support during his
tenure as mayor.
“We’ve done a lot, and there’s
more to do,” he said. “I’m proud of
what we’ve accomplished during
my year as mayor, and I’m confident of our path forward.”
Councilman Julian Gold was
unanimously approved as the city’s
new vice mayor. He said he is
excited about Bosse’s vision.
“There is much we need to do
going forward. … I look forward to
helping her and the council accomplish [those goals],” Gold said.
“Thank you for your support of me
and for your faith in me. It’s an
honor for this election.”

Station captain promoted to commander
From page 1
his new position as commander, he
will oversee the multiple sheriff’s
stations
including
West
Hollywood, Malibu/Lost Hills and
Santa Clarita Valley.
The West Hollywood City
Council presented a proclamation
to Ramirez at its meeting on April
4 and thanked him for his service.
Ramirez also thanked the council
and personnel at the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station.
“Somebody once told me, ‘Ed,
you are doing yourself a disservice
by being in the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department and
not spending any time in the city
of West Hollywood. You come out
here and it’s going to be a hoot,’
and they were absolutely right. I
have had a fantastic time,”
Ramirez said. “I would like to say
thank you to all of you up here for
being good partners, for doing the
hard work, and thank you for your
friendship. I’m surely going to
miss this place, but I will be the

commander of the city of West
Hollywood, Malibu/Lost Hills and
the city of Santa Clarita, so you
will be seeing me around, and I’ll
be ensuring whoever the next captain is has the resources to continue to provide quality services to
the city of West Hollywood.”
The sheriff’s department has
named Lt. Bill Moulder as the acting captain of the West
Hollywood Station. Moulder, who
joined the sheriff’s department in
1991 and has served as a lieutenant at the West Hollywood
Station since 2018, said he already
works closely with the City
Council, city staff and community
members. He plans to apply to
become the next captain of the
station.
“In the interim, I plan to continue the work of Commander
Ramirez and his leadership,”
Moulder said. “He has done so
many positive things for the community. I plan to keep that going.”

The process for selecting a new
captain involves interviewing
qualified personnel from the
department who apply for the
position. The sheriff’s department
and the city are involved in the
vetting process. The city creates a
list of recommended candidates
and submits it to the sheriff, who
makes the final decision. Moulder
said there is no set time for the
process, but it generally takes several weeks.
“The city of West Hollywood
says, ‘This is who we like,’ and
the sheriff generally appoints the
individual as captain,” he added.
Moulder said he enjoys working in West Hollywood and cited
previous positions he held at the
station as a deputy, training officer
and detective from 2002-06.
“We have definitely had a great
partnership with the City
Council,” he added. “I look forward to continuing that relationship.”

City advises on AB 2179 provisions
The city of West Hollywood is
getting the word out that the passage of a piece of urgency legislation, Assembly Bill 2179, on
March 31 has two important
impacts on tenants in the city.
In anticipation of the sunset of
the state’s preemption of local laws
protecting tenants from eviction
for non-payment of rent due to
COVID-19-related reasons, the
Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors enacted enhanced protections at its Jan. 25 meeting that
would cover West Hollywood tenants.
Among the protections was a
provision that any tenant, regardless of income, could avoid eviction for non-payment of rent due to
COVID-19-related reasons from
April 1 through May 31. As of
June 1, the protection would have
applied to any tenant claiming a
COVID-19-related
hardship
whose income fell at or below
80% of the area median income.
The Legislature’s last-minute
passage of AB 2179 has stripped
local jurisdictions, including West
Hollywood and the county, of the
ability to offer any COVID-19
protections related to non-payment
of rent until July 1. Despite the
limitation on local government
authority, county protections
applicable to West Hollywood residents remain in effect.
The protections are available to
residential tenants in West
Hollywood through May 31 by
continuing the residential eviction
moratorium for no-fault evictions
(with limited exceptions for
owner/relative move-ins); evictions based on nuisances or for
unauthorized occupants or pets
whose presence is necessitated by
or related to the COVID-19 emergency; and evictions based on
denials of entry except to remedy a
dangerous condition or prevent
substantial damage to the unit.
In addition to the limited
allowance for owner/relatives to
move into a unit, an eviction may
be authorized when a tenant’s
occupancy is a threat to public

health and safety.
All protections will remain in
place through Dec. 31 except that,
starting June 1, with respect to
owner move-in eviction criteria,
there will no longer be a purchase
date requirement, and the requirement that residential tenants can
only be evicted if the tenant has
not been impacted by COVID-19
will be lifted.
Further, the protections for
denial of entry expire, except
where a landlord’s attempts to
enter the unit constitute harassment.
Any protections related to nonpayment of rent for COVID-19related reasons are on hold to no
sooner than July 1, unless the
Legislature takes additional action
before that date.
AB 2179 offers continuing protection for tenants who have a
pending application with the state
rent relief program, Housing is
Key. The last day to file an application was March 31, and the
urgency legislation provided no
extension.
Under the state rent relief program, a landlord is eligible for
100% of unpaid rental debt of eligible households accumulated after
April 1, 2020, and through March
31, 2022. To receive payment, the
landlord must give up the right to
evict an eligible tenant based on
COVID-19 rental debt.
Through June 30, courts will
only allow an eviction case based
on non-payment of rent for
COVID-19-related reasons to proceed if the landlord has attempted
to obtain rental assistance to cover
the unpaid amount and the application has been denied or more than
20 days has passed without any
indication that the tenant will cooperate in the application process.
For
information,
visit
housing.ca.gov.
Additionally, information about
the city of West Hollywood’s
COVID-19-related rental assistance programs can be found at
weho.org/services/socialservices/financial-assistance.

County homelessness report released
After six months of reviews and
meetings with stakeholders, the Los
Angeles County Blue-Ribbon
Commission on Homelessness has
released a report delineating seven
recommendations
needed
to
improve the region’s current system
that helps people experiencing
homelessness.
In response to a motion introduced by Supervisors Kathryn
Barger, 5th District, and Hilda L.
Solis, 1st District, and approved by
the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisor last July, the BRCH, led
by executive director Mary
Wickham, reviewed the existing
governance structures within the
region that hold the decision-making
authority to meaningfully address
and solve the issue of homelessness.
The BRCH, Wickham and the
BRCH support team engaged in
hundreds of hours of conversations
with interviewees, who in turn
shared their concerns and recommendations.
The report found that key government entities and service providers
too often operate in silos rather than
as an integrated network. As a result,
they are hampered in supporting
persons experiencing homelessness.
There is no entity dedicated to
leading on homelessness in L.A.

County or in the city of Los Angeles.
While many departments touch on
homelessness, none are dedicated
exclusively to leading on the issue.
The report states that city and
county governing bodies have overrelied on the Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority and its governing
commission, in recent years, for too
many matters related to homelessness. However, LAHSA is not
empowered to be a decision-maker,
which has created confusion and a
great deal of consternation for many
stakeholders.
Cities across the region demand
more direct access to Measure H
funding to address homelessness in
their communities in the manner
their constituents desire, according
to the report. Simultaneously, there
needs to be a balanced distribution
of Measure H funds to areas with the
greatest number of persons experiencing homelessness.
Stakeholders who were interviewed all agreed that the region’s
homelessness services delivery system is not where it needs to be and
that the system has not evolved at
the pace required to meet the vast
need of the most vulnerable who
live on city and county streets.
For
information,
visit
BRCH.lacounty.gov.
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Candidates sound off in CD13 forum WeHo analyzes sheriff’s budget
From page 1

From page 1
the department add another 11,000
officers, while being “innovative”
on how the LAPD hires new
recruits.
Johnson said there is currently a
“huge morale problem in policing,” and that nobody is interested
in becoming a police officer anymore.
O’Farrell said the city does not
need to look to Denver for
answers, as L.A. has already
implemented a similar idea – the
Crisis and Incident Response
through
Community-Led
Engagement pilot program.
“It’s working extremely well, by
outreach practitioners,” he said.
“We’re already diverting calls for
armed officers to my practitioners
in the CIRCLE program. We pioneered that right here in Los
Angeles. It’s a great thing.”
The councilman said the city did
not reduce the LAPD’s budget; it
took a planned increase and reallocated the funding to service
providers that look to uplift neighborhoods.
“The police force needs to be
adequate in numbers to reduce
crime and make neighborhoods
safe, period,” O’Farrell said,
adding that the department can be
more efficient, especially if the city
allows it to upgrade its technology.
Corado referred to himself as an
“abolitionist” and said police officers “should not exist.” He said he
would prefer to use the LAPD
budget for investments in communities as a crime deterrent.
“We know that poverty is a big
driver of crime,” Corado added. “If
you give communities the
resources they need to have their
basic needs met, if you raise
wages, if you do all that, crime is
going to drop so drastically that the
rest of it is just going to be up to us
to figure out how to keep each
other safe.”
Pynoos said “throwing money”
at the LAPD is not going to
improve security in communities.
She said the city needs “real” mental health experts to respond to certain crises within minutes.
Regarding the Gascón recall
effort, she said the recall effort is a
waste of money, and that the county should give him more time to
see if the policies he has in place
will work. Corado said he would
vote to re-elect him.
Johnson said the county definitely needs a different district
attorney, as evidenced by the number of his deputies who support the
recall. Soto-Martinez, however,
said he believes Gascón has the
“right vision.” O’Farrell said he
would vote for someone else if the
election was held that day.
Murphy asked the candidates
about their thoughts on the
removal of the Echo Park Lake
encampment, which led to more

Answers From Page 24
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The Windsor Square Association was among the groups to host the
forum on April 4. To view the video, visit windsorsquare.org.

than 170 arrests of protestors.
“The overwhelming majority of
arrests were made because protestors were brought there under false
pretenses to call and actually fight
us moving people into shelter, and
[they] tried to disrupt the whole
operation,” O’Farrell said.
Soto-Martinez said the effort
was a “failure by every metric”
and criticized city officials for
arresting protestors. Johnson said
the removal of the encampment
was “exacerbated” by Democratic
socialists.
O’Farrell defended the encampment’s removal and said outreach
practitioners worked for three
months with the unhoused individuals at the lake.
Pynoos said the effort “was a
failure,” and that she is a part of a
team that cleared the Venice boardwalk. She said 200 people were
taken off the street, and 84 of them
are now in permanent housing,
with the vast majority “well on
their way.”
“That’s how you permanently
end homelessness,” Pynoos added.
Corado said the incident “was
one of the biggest failures in a city
that is made up of failures.” He
said he had a “personal relationship” with several people living in
the encampment, and that they
tried to reach out to O’Farrell’s
office to no avail.
“Mitch went and told his buddies at the LAPD to clear them out,
to traumatize 200 people, and he
turned Echo Park Lake into a
prison,” Corado said.
O’Farrell said the effort in Echo
Park was an “enormous success.”
“We returned the crown jewel of
the park system to the community
for everyone – housed or unhoused
– to enjoy,” he added.
Soto-Martinez said he would
have, at minimum, four staff members to help people find housing,
apply for grants and connect with
service providers.
“This is the most urgent thing in
our city,” Soto-Martinez said,
adding that the city must also com-

bat poverty, income inequality and
housing costs.
Murphy asked Johnson about
Prop. HHH, a $1.2 billion bond
that aims to triple the amount of
supportive housing in L.A.
Johnson said a lot of the funding is
being spent on consultants, and
that each unit built has a cost of
approximately $800,000.
“What about social change venture capitalists? Partnered with
nonprofits, they can do it a lot
cheaper and way faster,” Johnson
added.
Corado agreed with SotoMartinez in that city officials must
address why people are becoming
homeless.
“We can work with people who
are hoarding resources to actually
house people, and on Day One, I
would explore those options of
what can we do to get people into
housing immediately,” Corado
said.
Pynoos said the city should
work to keep people housed,
which is much less expensive than
building new units. Further, officials should work “very hard” to
connect individuals with social services.
Johnson said many unhoused
individuals suffer from substance
abuse problems but are fairly
healthy and don’t want housing.
“There has to be some penalty
for not wanting to get housing,” he
added.
O’Farrell said L.A. County has
approximately 66,000 people
experiencing homelessness, and
the city has approximately 41,000.
He said the city should receive
more funding from the state to
address the issue, and it is working
to do that. The councilman also
defended the city’s use of Prop.
HHH funds.
“I enacted a cap so that, out of
that fund, no more than $140,000
per unit is contributed,” O’Farrell
said. “We can’t control most of
the costs that the free markets
bears. What we can do is control
our amount that we contribute.”

Rite Aid offers free COVID-19 tests
All Rite Aid locations in
California now offer Medicare Part
B beneficiaries up to eight over-thecounter COVID-19 tests every
month at no cost.
Under the provider’s new
COVID-19 Over-the-Counter Test
Initiative, individuals covered by
Medicare Part B can bring their
Medicare card to any Rite Aid location to receive their tests.
Beneficiaries can get up to eight

free, over-the-counter tests, or Flow
Flex tests, per calendar month
through the end of the COVID-19
public health emergency, and Rite
Aid customers with Medicare Part B
can also access their free, over-thecounter COVID-19 tests online at
riteaid.com, available for pickup at
their local Rite Aid store.
For
information,
visit
cms.gov/how-to-get-your-at-homeOTC-COVID-19-test-for-free.

Discussion of the commission’s recommendation had been scheduled
for the city council’s March 21
meeting but was postponed.
City manager David Wilson outlined the staff report that included
actions from the public safety commission.
“We are not asking the council to
take any actions on the public safety
commission’s actions at this time,”
Wilson said.
Former West Hollywood Station
Capt. Ed Ramirez, who has been
promoted to commander, spoke
about the work the sheriff’s department performs in the city.
“With the lift in COVID restrictions, West Hollywood Station is
committed to community engagement and ensuring West Hollywood
is a safe place,” Ramirez said.
“Building trust with the community
is fundamental to effective policing.
West Hollywood Station is dedicated to building that trust and working
with our community. We are devoted to providing the highest quality
law enforcement services and keeping an open dialogue with the community we serve.”
Ramirez also argued that the city
would suffer greatly from a financial
cut to the sheriff’s department, outlining in detail the various positions
and programs that would be
removed with budget constraints. He
spoke specifically about how
response time would be hampered
with a smaller staff.
“Suffice to say, with the uptick in
crime in West Hollywood, now is
not the time to be removing deputy
sheriffs from our community,”
Ramirez added. “Cities like Los
Angeles, Chicago, Minneapolis,
Portland and Seattle, who all initially
sought to defund the police in order
to implement the same mental
health-type programs, reconsidered
their decisions based on the uptick in
violent crime. Removing police officers from the street has and will
never make a city safer.”
The council reviewed a report
from Civilytics Consulting, which
looked over crime rates and the sheriff’s department’s role in West
Hollywood.
Josh Knowles, president of
Civilytics, said that the transparency
the department was offering at the
City Council meeting was not characteristic of the organization.
“A lot of that information is not
available in publicly accessible documents that you can refer back to or
you can use in … negotiating a contract, and some that information has
only come into light in response to
the initial report and follow-up that
Civilytics help put out,” he said.
The report said the most common
crime reported in the city of West
Hollywood is grand theft, with the
increased value of cell phones playing a factor in a recent uptick of
grand theft reports. While Ramirez
said that even with these “pickpocketing” crimes, the department is
vital to the community. Mayor Pro
Tempore Sepi Shyne questioned its
ability to combat the issue.
“If the grand theft is increasing,
and it’s a lot of pick-pocketing from
what you’re telling me at these clubs
… it doesn’t seem like these operations are working,” Shyne said.
Though it was the first in-person
meeting since the beginning of the
pandemic, the public showed up in
large numbers to weigh in on the
department’s funding.
“The community is outraged
because someone on the public safe-

ty commission decided that she has
an agenda to reduce the budget to
fund other things. We can do both,”
Alan Strasburg, a resident of West
Hollywood, said, referring to commissioner Nika Soon-Shiong.
West Hollywood business owner
Larry Block directed his frustration
directly at Councilwoman Lindsey
Horvath, who appointed SoonShiong, suggesting that the commission and members of the City
Council pushed the issue as a political move in the wake of the “Defund
the Police” movement.
“This proposal that turned the city
upside down was made by a 21year-old Lindsey Horvath appointee.
She has no special knowledge of
anything in this city. She hasn’t lived
here that long. There was no outreach, and her only qualification is
that her dad [is] the Los Angeles
Times owner. Lindsey Horvath is
selling out our city for what’s good
for her campaign,” Block said.
In her closing comments, Horvath
responded by defending SoonShiong, pointing out she is not the
only member of the commission.
“To put that responsibility solely
on the shoulders of one commissioner is rooted in racism, sexism and
othering of people in the community
who have a different point of view,
and it’s unacceptable,” Horvath said.
“We all should be accountable for
the ways we have contributed to a
very toxic discussion around this
subject.”
“We have to create an environment where people can speak up and
offer different points of view so we
can get to better decision making,”
she added.
Kerri Balbone, West Hollywood
Public Safety commissioner, spoke
during the public comment section,
explaining the commission’s
February vote to recommend funding cuts to the sheriff’s department.
“On Feb.14, three and a half hours
before a public safety commission
meeting, some information was
released, some of that has been discussed tonight. We moved from getting that information that had not
been discussed, validated or sat
down with the actual sheriff’s
department to talk about it … and it
moved to a vote. It was premature.
The conversation we are having
tonight is that type of conversation
that should be had in a community
before anyone discusses reducing
the amount of police or sheriffs that
are involved,” Balbone said.
Ambrose Brooks, who serves as a
coalition coordinator for the Justice
L.A. Coalition, spoke in favor of
reducing the department’s funding.
“It’s proven that actually investing
in services will actually reduce
crime,” Brooks said, arguing that the
solution to the increased crime is to
double down on social service funding. “It is critical for communitybased organizations to be sufficiently equipped to provide services. Ask
an unhoused person today if they’d
rather receive services from the sheriff's department or outreach from a
community-based organization.”
The need for further analysis and
discussion of the issue was where all
sides seemed to come to agreement
by the end of the meeting, leading
councilman John D’Amico to
motion for the audit and investigation of the Sheriff’s Department and
public safety services.
“Every bureaucracy can take a
haircut. We need to figure out which
hairs to cut and not cut off a head,”
D’Amico said.
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