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Man sentenced to 190 years Wallis Annenberg GenSpace to open
in Jacqueline Avant murder
n Center for

By edwin folven
A 20-year-old man was sentenced on April 19 to 190 years to
life in state prison for the murder of
philanthropist Jacqueline Avant and
the attempted murder of her security guard during a robbery on Dec. 1
at her Trousdale Estates home.
Aerial Maynor, a parolee with a
long history of violent crime, pleaded guilty on March 3 to murdering
Avant, 81, and firing shots at the
security guard, who was not struck
or injured. The defendant also
pleaded guilty to possession of a
firearm by a felon and two counts
of first-degree residential burglary
with a person present, and admitted
an allegation that he used an assault
weapon during the crime.
Maynor was on parole for a 2018
robbery when the Avant murder
occurred, and had two prior convictions for robbery and assault,
authorities said. Los Angeles
Superior Court Judge Kathryn
Solorzano sentenced Maynor to
150 years to life for the murder and

attempted murder, and used
enhancements under the state’s
Three Strikes Law to add an additional 40 years.
Prior to sentencing, prosecutors
submitted an affidavit to the court
that provided details about the
crime. Authorities said Maynor
broke into the Avant residence in
the 1100 block of Maytor Place at
approximately 2:20 a.m. on Dec. 1
and shot Avant, 81. Her husband,
music producer Clarence Avant,
was home at the time but was not
injured.
Maynor was arrested on Dec. 1
after he burglarized a residence in
the 6000 block of Graciosa Drive in
the Hollywood Hills, a little more
than an hour after shooting Avant.
The suspect accidentally shot himself in the foot during the burglary.
Los Angeles Police Department
officers found Maynor in the back
yard of the house and took him into
custody.
Shortly after the shooting at the
Avant residence, the Beverly Hills
See Avant page 21

seniors celebrates
opening April 25

By aaron Blevins
An initiative championed by
philanthropist Wallis Annenberg
to support aging adults in Los
Angeles will celebrate its opening
on April 25 at the Audrey Irmas
Pavilion next to the Wilshire
Boulevard Temple in Koreatown.
Wallis Annenberg GenSpace
will offer area seniors programming intended to enrich their
lives. Through events, classes and
other activities, the Annenberg
Foundation hopes to support an
aging population that is growing
larger by the day.
GenSpace director Jennifer
Wong said the opening of the center is “incredibly important and
incredibly timely,” especially with
the COVID-19 pandemic seemingly waning. She said many
seniors were isolated over the past
two years.
“How do we get them to come
back into the community and how
do we get them comfortable? How
do we get them engaged? We’re
up for the challenge, for sure,”
Wong said.

photo by Jason O’Rear

Wallis Annenberg GenSpace is located in the Audrey Irmas Pavilion
on the Wilshire Boulevard Temple campus in Koreatown.

Annenberg came up with the
concept years ago after she witnessed older adults entertaining
themselves at parks, restaurants
and movie theaters – alone.
During an interview with the
Beverly Press in September, she
said aging has a negative connotation that must be changed.
“We need to turn the narrative
on its head,” Annenberg said. “We
need to embrace seniors for the
enormous amount they’ve given

us and still have to give. This is
what our GenSpace leadership initiative is about. Overall, the reception to this latest project … has
been great so far, but believe me,
we’re just getting started.”
Wong said the reception has
been “really great” thus far.
GenSpace has hosted virtual classes on nutrition and exercise over
the last few months, and they have
been well-received, she said.

Beverly Hills plagued
with hate flyers again WeHo Pride is on but questions linger
By aaron Blevins
Some residents in Beverly Hills
and West Los Angeles on April 16
found flyers containing hate
speech on their doorsteps, multiple police departments have confirmed. The flyers were also
reportedly
distributed
in
Hollywood.
For the city of Beverly Hills,
the incident marks the third time
antisemitic documents have been

distributed to residences since
November. According to the
Beverly Hills Police Department,
the flyers were distributed in the
“extreme north end” of the city
and were being collected.
“Hate will NEVER win,”
Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse
said on Instagram. “We are only
stronger.”
BHPD Lt. Giovanni Trejo said
on April 19 that no arrests have
See Flyers page 22
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The flyers contained antisemitic messages that referenced the conflict in Ukraine and the COVID-19 pandemic.

See GenSpace page 21

By rance collins
It has been more than two years
since Christopher Street West
announced that it would be moving
its annual Pride parade out of West
Hollywood. During the April 18
West Hollywood City Council
meeting, the city inched closer to
hosting its own OUTLOUD Pride
celebration, in partnership with the
event company JJLA, but some
questions remain on the exact
details.
The
council
unanimously
approved measures regarding its
Pride celebration, set for Friday,
June 3, through Sunday, June 5,
including waving permit parking
citywide for that weekend, allocating funds for site plan reviews and
authorizing the closure of
Robertson Boulevard between
Santa Monica Boulevard and
Melrose Avenue.
The city’s event services supervisor, Megan Reath, said that the closure of Robertson Boulevard was a
necessary expansion for Pride’s
footprint, providing space for community groups that have applied.
Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath
said that in addition to approving
the inclusion of Robertson
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The last Pride parade hosted in West Hollywood was in 2019 in conjunction with Christopher Street West.

Boulevard as a staging area for
Pride, the council and city staff
should look to standardize what
they are calling the “footprint,” or
the perimeter staging area for the
festival.
“If this footprint works, [let’s
make] sure that we don’t have the
same conversations every year,”
Horvath said. “[We should try] to
focus on something that gets standardized both for predictability for
staff [and] also for the community.”

Plans for the event’s footprint
include both free areas and ticketed
areas, where concerts and other
activities will be held.
West Hollywood city staff has
accepted applications from community groups for participation in the
festival. Of 65 applicants, the city
has approved 44 groups and will
also allocate funding for most participants. Participants will be
required to enter into a co-sponsorSee Pride page 22
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Four forums are planned for the Beverly Hills City Council race.

Candidate forums scheduled in BH

The city of Beverly Hills has
announced that candidate forums
will be held for the upcoming
municipal election on June 7.
Candidates are running to fill three
City Council seats and the position
of city treasurer.
Community groups will hold
forums to educate voters about the
candidates. The forums educate and
are intended to be transparent and
impartial. City funds cannot be
used to support any campaign
activities.
The Beverly Hills North
Homeowners Association and the
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Municipal League of Beverly Hills
will hold forums on Wednesday,
April 27, and Thursday, April 28,
from 7-9 p.m. For information, call
(424)253-4010.
The Southwest Beverly Hills
Homeowners Association will hold
a forum on Tuesday, May 3, from
7-9:30 p.m. For information, email
kgoldman@kaglegal.com.
The Beverly Hills Active Adult
Club is also planning a candidate
forum on Monday, May 9, at 1 p.m.
at the Roxbury Community Center,
471 S. Roxbury Drive, focusing on
topics of interest for the senior
community.
The forums on April 27-28, and
May 3, will be held in the Beverly
Hills City Council Chambers and
livestreamed on Beverly Hills
Television, BHTV 10, and at beverlyhills.org/live. All of the forums
will be periodically re-broadcast on
BHTV 10 leading up to Election
Day and will be available ondemand
by
visiting
beverlyhills.org/elections.

WeHo business
community
encouraged to
take survey

The West Hollywood Chamber
of Commerce encourages community members to participate in a
short survey about the impact of
COVID-19 on small businesses.
The
Small
Business
Development
Centers
of
California are collaborating with
the California Office of the Small
Business Advocate and California
Women’s Business Centers to conduct the survey, which closes on
April 24.
The results will provide a better
understanding of the impact
COVID-19 has had on small businesses.
Participation is voluntary and all
responses will remain confidential.
The West Hollywood Chamber
of Commerce is supports and promotes a community environment
where commerce can flourish.
To take the survey, visit ucsdextension.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form
/SV_e2QOTU1EodnfS86.
For
information, and questions, email
Hei-ok Kim at heiock@kimcenter.org.

Oceanographer and explorer Sylvia
Earle will join Academy Award-winning actress and activist Laura Dern
in conversation on Thursday, April
21, at 7:30 p.m. at the Hammer
Museum. A National Geographic
explorer in residence since 1998 and
former chief scientist for the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, Earle founded Deep
Ocean Exploration and Research to
develop submersible technologies,
and the nonprofit Mission Blue to
develop a global network of protected marine areas. Earle, whose most
recent book is “National Geographic
Ocean: A Global Odyssey,” will discuss her life and career with Dern.
Admission is free but reservations
are required. 10899 Wilshire Blvd.
h a m m e r. u c l a . e d u / p r o g r a m s events/2022/sylvia-earle-laura-dern.

Bead and
Design Show

The Santa Monica Bead and Design
Show will feature handcrafted and
artisan beadwork from Friday, April
22, through Sunday, April 24, at the
Fairmont
Miramar
Hotel.
Approximately 150 exhibits of artisan jewelry, beads, gemstones, clothing, handcrafted textiles and accessories will be on display. Meet artists
and tradespeople showcasing
traditional and
contemporary
pieces
and
components.
Online tickets
are $8, $10 at
the door. 101
Wilshire Blvd, Santa Monica.
beadanddesign.com.

‘Masao and
the Bronze
Nightingale’

CASA 0101 Theater and the
Japanese
American
National
Museum present the world premiere
of “Masao and the Bronze
Nightingale” running from Friday,
April 22, through Friday, May 15.
Written by Dan Kwong and Rubén
Funkahuatl Guevara, the production
stars Michael Sasaki as Masao
Imoto and Angela Oliver as
Charlene Williams, the Bronze
Nightingale. In the aftermath of
World War II, formerly incarcerated

Japanese Americans are shocked to
discover Little Tokyo has become a
Black community known as
“Bronzeville.” When a Japanese
American jazz musician from Boyle
Heights falls for a “Bronzeville”
singer, their romance causes
upheaval as the Japanese, Black and
Mexican American communities
react. Showtimes are 8 p.m., Friday
and Saturday; 3 p.m., Sunday.
Tickets are $30. 2102 E. First St.
(323)263-7684, casa0101.org.

Art exhibit

Join the Loft at Liz’s for an opening
reception for the new exhibit
“Aviary” on Saturday, April 23, from
3-5 p.m. Curated by Betty Ann
Brown, the exhibit runs through June
14 and features works by 18 artists. A
curator’s walkthrough will be held
on May 14 from 3:30-5 p.m. 453 S.
La Brea Ave. theloftatlizs.com.

‘Three Tables’

Padua Playwrights presents the
world premiere
of
“Three
Tables,” a new
work by poet
and playwright
Murray Mednick running
from Saturday,
April
23,
through Sunday, May 22, at the
Zephyr Theatre. Three overlapping
conversations take place at separate
tables, the first occupied by a trio of
actors (Laura Liguori, Corey Rieger
and Michael Uribes), the second by
a trio of friends and “theater people”
(Eric Stanton Betts, Raquel Cain
and Dennis Renard) and the third by
a pair of waiters (Steve Apostolina
and Matt Gottlieb), who are descendants of Holocaust survivors.
“Three Tables” is driven by poetic
impulse rather than linear storytelling. The topics of conversation
range from petty animosities to sex,
expressions of isolation and loneliness, Jewish history and antisemitism. Showtimes are 8 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday; 3 p.m.,
Sunday. Tickets are $25. 7456
Melrose Ave. onstage411.com/tables.

WeHo poet laureate book launch

Former West Hollywood poet laureate Kim Dower will celebrate the
launch of her new book “I Wore

This Dress Today for You, Mom” on
Sunday, April 24, at 3 p.m. in the
courtyard at the Skirball Cultural
Center. Dower will be joined by
bestselling authors Hope Edelman
and Lisa See for a reading and
exploration of motherhood through
poetry and stories. The event celebrates National Poetry Month in
April and Mother’s Day, which will
be observed on May 8. Refreshments will be
served and a
book signing
will follow the
reading. Admission is $20.
2701 N. Sepulveda Blvd. skirball.org/programs/words-and-ideas/kim-doweri-wore-dress-today-for-you-mom.

‘Fiddler on
the Roof’

Join the Academy Museum for a
screening of “Fiddler on the Roof”
on Sunday, April 24, at 7:30 p.m. in
the David Geffen Theater. One of
Broadway’s most popular musicals,
“Fiddler on the Roof” is based on
the stories of Sholem Aleichem. The
film won three Oscars and received
eight nominations including Best
Picture. Best Actor nominee Chaim
Topol plays Tevye, the father of five
strong-willed daughters who struggles with unexpected change within
his family and from the outside
world. Randy Haberkamp, senior
vice president of preservation and
foundation programs for the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences, will introduce the
film. 6067 Wilshire Blvd. academymuseum.org/en/programs/fiddleron-the-roof-017f31f6-ead7-70af3007-6d850f783306.

Friends of BH
Library sale

The Friends of the Beverly Hills
Public Library is bringing back its
$1 Book Sale from Thursday, April
28, through Sunday, May 1. The
nonprofit supports the Beverly Hills
Public Library by raising funds and
sponsoring activities that enhance
and enrich the collections and programs. Hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m.,
April 28-30; noon-4 p.m., May 1.
The sale will be held on the walkway near the library’s main
entrance. 444 N. Rexford Drive.
friendsofbhpl.org.

WeHo hosts virtual mental health awareness events

Community members are invited
to attend two upcoming virtual
events co-sponsored by the city of
West Hollywood and hosted by the
National Alliance on Mental Illness
Westside Los Angeles Chapter.
On Thursday, April 21, at 5 p.m.,
a virtual listening session will be
held to hear from service providers
and stakeholders about key topics
and issues facing community members. The session will be moderated
by mental health advocate Matthew
Diep, founder of PsypherLA. To register, visit eventbrite.com/e/virtuallistening-session-co-sponsored-bycity-of-west-hollywood-mhsoactickets-315731199517?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utmsource=cp&aff=escb.
On Wednesday, May 11, at 5
p.m., a virtual Mental Health Town
Hall will be held featuring mental
health advocates, service providers,
and behavioral specialists. To reg-

ister, visit eventbrite.com/e/virtualtown-hall-co-sponsored-by-city-ofwest-hollywood-mhsoac-tickets319924511827?aff=erelpanelorg.
“Mental health awareness is a
critical component for ensuring that
we’re all recovering from the toil
that the pandemic has caused while
navigating the stigma sometimes
associated with seeking mental
health services,” West Hollywood
Councilman John M. Erickson said.
“I’m thankful to NAMI Westside
Los Angeles and all the organizers
for putting together these events
and for the city’s continued efforts
to support mental health awareness.”
Each year, millions of Americans
face the reality of living with a mental illness. May is recognized
as Mental Health Awareness
Month and is a time when organizations and mental health advocates
work together to fight stigma, provide support, educate the public and
advocate for policies that support

people with mental illness and their
families.
The National Alliance on
Mental Illness is the nation’s
largest grassroots mental health
organization dedicated to building
better lives for the millions of
Americans affected by mental illness. NAMI provides education,
support and advocacy to improve
the lives of those living with mental
illness, as well as their families and
friends and mental health professionals. The nonprofit organization
was founded in 1979, and now has
more than 200,000 members and
1,200 affiliate groups. The NAMI
Westside Los Angeles chapter is
one of a number of affiliates of both
the NAMI California and the NAMI
National organizations in Los
Angeles County and provides services in the Westside Los Angeles
region.
For information, call (323)8486333, email alovano@weho.org, or
visit weho.org.
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Garden ties Hollywood community together
n CHLA, LACC

partnership offers
fresh produce locally
By AAron Blevins
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
care partner Marisela Contreras
believes in the power of gardening
– a little bit of love and care bears
fruit, and the benefits only multiply from there, she said.
The same can also be said about
volunteerism, which CHLA promotes among its staff enthusiastically. One such venture, a community garden, will celebrate an
anniversary on Friday, Earth Day.
On April 22, 2021, volunteers
from Los Angeles City College
and CHLA celebrated the opening
of the garden, which grows culturally-diverse fruits and vegetables
on 5,000 square feet of LACC’s
campus in East Hollywood.
A year later, the garden means
more than its harvest for some volunteers like Contreras, who is
pleased that a portion of its yield
supports individuals who need it –
including students. She received
assistance as a single mother and
has a family history of giving
back, she said.
“I learned from my family – if
you can feed yourself, you can
feed another person,” Contreras
said.
She is among several CHLA
volunteers who have spent hours
in the community garden. Whereas
Contreras grew up on a farm and
has been intrigued by gardening
her entire life, nurse Adreina
Buday is new to it, having developed an interest during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
She is learning quickly, thanks,
in part, to her volunteerism at
LACC.
“What I love about going to the
LACC garden is that they will
actually educate us on types of
plants, the type of soil to use and
how to care for certain plants,”
Buday added.
Her experience at the garden
prompted her to plant a small vegetable garden at her home.
Another perk Buday mentioned

were the meals offered to volunteers at the end of their shifts. She
said LACC staff members and volunteers cook the dishes using
ingredients grown in the garden.
“It’s an awesome way to actually know which vegetables that …
you can use every day,” Buday
said. “I would want to plant basil
and things like that and not only
learn nutritious facts but recipes to
make.”
Both Buday and Contreras are
grateful to work for an employer
that promotes volunteer opportunities and credited Olga Taylor, the
project manager for CHLA’s
Community Impact Champions
Network for the Office of
Community Affairs, for facilitating their involvement.
The idea for the garden originated with LACC’s Re/Generation
Garden Club, and CHLA signed
on to support the cause. The two
entities have partnered for more
than 10 years, having worked
together on workforce development and recruitment opportunities.
Re/Generation Garden Club
advisor Sean Phommasaysy said
the idea for the club started with
four students who approached him
about possibly overseeing the venture. He was tasked with finding
space for the community garden.
“With a lot of sweat, we were
able to find this gravel – basically
really yucky – space for us to use
as our garden,” Phommasaysy
said, adding that the group transformed the area into an “urban
oasis.”
However, the community garden may be uprooted, as its location hasn’t been deemed “permanent” by LACC officials, he said.
Phommasaysy is hopeful that the
Earth Day anniversary celebration
– and the excitement around it –
will help solidify its place on
LACC’s campus.
“Most of the people who live
and go to our school are people of
color,” he added. “Not only that,
but they’re also living with the
margin, basically, of poverty. You
know the story about how people
[in poverty] have a hard time getting access to fresh food. Well, this
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CHLA care partner Marisela Contreras said she is pleased the community garden helps area residents.

is one solution, or one way to do
that, because what we grow, we
donate and provide to the community at large – not just our students.
… So, the more we grow, the more
we’ll be able to do that.”
Phommasaysy said he is still
working on a way for community
members to volunteer, but in the
interim, he said the community
garden could use financial support.
CHLA officials said they are
happy to support the cause.
“Children’s
Hospital
Los
Angeles has a strong tradition of
responding to the needs of the
community and sustaining and
promoting local healthy food environments that achieve community
wellness close to home,” said Lara
Khouri, CHLA executive vice
president and chief strategy and
transformation officer. “This garden is an essential element of
CHLA’s commitment to our neighbors, beyond our clinical expertise.”
Phommasaysy suggested that
individuals interested in supporting the garden reach out to the
LACC Foundation at (323)9534011 or info@laccfoundation.org.

photo courtesy of CHLA

CHLA nurse Adreina Buday volunteers during a produce distribution
event with the East Hollywood Neighborhood Council.
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Cyclist killed in Griffith Park remembered
By edwin folven
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Officers confiscated four guns from a vehicle driven by a female
suspect who led police on a pursuit that ended in front of the Beverly
Hills Police Department.

LAPD arrests suspect in
Beverly Hills after pursuit

By edwin folven

Rexford Drive in Beverly Hills
was closed for approximately 30
minutes on the morning of April 18
as officers from the Los Angeles
Police Department’s West Los
Angeles Division investigated an
assault with a deadly weapon case.
Authorities initially thought the
incident involved an attempted
robbery, but have since determined
it was a dispute between a landlord
and tenant in which the female tenant allegedly brandished a firearm
and threatened the property owner.
LAPD spokesman Jeff Lee said
the victim reported the incident at
approximately 9:30 a.m. near the
corner of Highridge Drive and

Highridge Place, just west of the
Franklin Canyon area in a neighborhood near the Los AngelesBeverly Hills border. LAPD officers located a black BMW sedan
that was allegedly involved in the
crime, and the driver led them on a
short pursuit that ended in front of
the Beverly Hills Police
Department at 464 N. Rexford
Drive.
Officers at the scene took the
unidentified suspect into custody
and confiscated four guns, including rifles and shotguns, from the
BMW. The case is ongoing, police
said. Anyone with information is
urged to call West Los Angeles
Division detectives at (310)4441580.

Victims robbed after being
followed from Beverly Grove

By edwin folven

Police are searching for three
men who robbed a group of people
on April 20 after following them
from Beverly Grove to a rented
Airbnb house on Coldwater
Canyon Drive, police said.
The armed robbery occurred at
approximately 1:30 a.m. in the
2400 block of Coldwater Canyon
Drive, Los Angeles Police
Department spokeswoman Alba
Mendez said. Four male victims left
a restaurant in the 8200 block of
West Third Street and drove to the
residence, where they were confronted by three male suspects.
“The victims drove into the driveway and as they exited, the three
men approached them. The three
men were armed with guns. They
went through the victims’ pockets
and forced them inside the residence. Once inside, the suspects

ransacked the residence. They stole
money, clothing and jewelry.”
Police estimated the value of the
stolen property at $20,000. The
crime is believed to be part of a
recent trend of follow-home robberies that have occurred throughout the city.
The victims told police that they
thought a vehicle was following
them and as a precaution, they
drove past the residence, made a Uturn and then returned after they
thought it was safe. Investigators
are searching for security camera
footage in an attempt to identify the
suspects and their vehicle. Mendez
said the suspects were wearing dark
clothing but had no further information.
The hold-up is being investigated
by the LAPD’s Robbery-Homicide
Division. Anyone with information
is urged to call detectives at
(213)486-6840.

Buck sentenced to 30 years
Ed Buck, a businessman and
long-time
figure
in
West
Hollywood politics, was sentenced
on April 14 to 360 months in federal prison for providing fatal doses
of methamphetamine to two men
who died at his apartment after he
injected them with the drug.
Buck, 67, is next scheduled to
appear for a restitution hearing in
the case on May 16. In July 2021,
Buck was found guilty of two
counts of distribution of methamphetamine resulting in death, four
counts of distribution of metham-

phetamine, one count of maintaining a drug-involved premises and
two counts of enticement to travel
in interstate commerce for prostitution.
From 2011-19, Buck engaged in
a pattern of “party and play,” in
which he solicited men to consume
narcotics that he provided and perform sexual activities at his apartment. In some instances, Buck
injected victims with drugs, prosecutors said. Buck has been in federal custody in this case since his
arrest in September 2019.

Members of the cycling community are mourning Andrew Jelmert, 77,
who was struck and killed by an
alleged drunk driver on April 16 as he
was riding through Griffith Park.
Jelmert was an avid cyclist who
had been riding for years. He was
struck and killed during a training
ride for the AIDS/LifeCycle, an
annual ride and fundraiser in June
from San Francisco to Los Angeles
that benefits the Los Angeles LGBT
Center and the San Francisco AIDS
Foundation. Both organizations
offered condolences via their social
media accounts.
“We are heartbroken to share the
news that a cyclist participating in
AIDS/LifeCycle’s SoCal Day on the
Ride lost their life after being struck
by a vehicle on April 16,” the statement from the Los Angeles LGBT
Center read. “The cyclist was … a
five-time
participant
on
AIDS/LifeCycle and member of the
team Different Spokes. Leaders at the
center, SFAF and AIDS/LifeCycle
are in contact with Andrew’s family
and extend their deepest condolences
to his friends, family, teammates and
loved ones.”
“This is a senseless tragedy, and
our hearts go out to everyone who is
affected,” added Joe Hollendoner,
incoming CEO of the Los Angeles
LGBT Center. “We revere each and
every participant on AIDS/LifeCycle
who dedicate their time, energy, passion and power to lift up a cause close
to their hearts.”
The driver who allegedly struck
Jelmert fled the scene but was arrested shortly after the collision, which
occurred on a stretch of Crystal
Springs Road that parallels the
Golden State (5) Freeway north of
Los Feliz Boulevard. Police identified the driver as Jairo Martinez, 37,
of Los Angeles. On April 20, the Los
Angeles County District Attorney’s
Office announced that Martinez has
been charged with murder, as well as
felony hit-and-run resulting in a
death, and a misdemeanor count of
driving with a suspended license
because of a prior DUI conviction.
Martinez and Jelmert were both
traveling northbound on Crystal
Springs Road around 3:45 p.m.,
when the suspect attempted to pass
another car at a high rate of speed and
collided with Jelmert, said investigator Gabriela Diaz, with the Los
Angeles Police Department’s Central
Traffic Division. Martinez continued
driving, struck a curb and crashed,
Diaz said. He abandoned his BMW
sedan and ran down an embankment
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Flowers marked the location where cyclist Andrew Jelmert was struck
and killed on April 16 in Griffith Park.

to a trail, police said. Hikers alerted
park rangers to his location and he
was taken into custody.
“He was under the influence of
alcohol,” investigator Diaz said.
Jelmert, a resident of Los Angeles,
worked as a realtor for Deasy Penner
Podley’s office in Silver Lake-Echo
Park. He and his partner Andre
Goeritz have been married since
2008 and had been together for nearly
30 years. They both planned to ride in
the upcoming AIDS/LifeCycle,
which will be held from June 5-11.
Nearly 500 people trained during
the AIDS/LifeCycle’s SoCal Day on
the Ride on April 16, including 363
cyclists, said Gil Diaz, spokesman for
the Los Angeles LGBT Center. The
starting and finishing point was near
the merry-go-round in Griffith Park.
The 67-mile route simulates daily
rides cyclists encounter during the
AIDS/LifeCycle.
“Since the ride began in 1994, we
have never experienced a participant’s death caused by a moving
vehicle – much less a hit-and-run,”
Diaz said.
Damian Kevitt, a cyclist who was
struck by a vehicle in Griffith Park in
2013, was severely injured and lost a
leg, said he was saddened by the
tragedy on April 16. After he recovered, Kevitt started the nonprofit
Streets Are For Everyone, or SAFE,
an advocacy organization that strives
to improve quality of life for pedestrians, bicyclists and drivers by reducing traffic fatalities.
“I am personally in touch with his
husband, and I have been speaking to
the family as much as I can,” Kevitt
said. “This is what happens when you
have a lot of cyclists and pedestrians
in a park where it is supposed to be
safe for them, but clearly it isn’t.”

The speed limit is 25 mph on the
stretch of Crystal Springs Drive
where Jelmert was struck and killed,
but vehicles frequently travel much
faster, Kevitt and investigator Diaz
confirmed. The road is often used to
bypass traffic, and the location where
Jelmert was struck is just north of an
entrance and exit for the 5 Freeway.
Kevitt said the tragedy brings
renewed attention to making Griffith
Park car-free, and he plans to advocate for the concept in the future.
SAFE and the Different Spokes
Bicycling Club of Southern
California also held a vigil on April
20 in commemoration of Jelmert. A
riderless bicycle and red roses were
placed at the site as a tribute.
SAFE is planning to hold its annual Finish the Ride event on May 1 in
Griffith Park. Thousands of people
are expected to participate in the
event, which includes a 5K/10K
run/walk, full-marathon, halfmarathon, 12-mile family ride/stroll
and 20-mile, 35-mile and 50-mile
bike rides. Participants raise funds for
SAFE’s initiatives, which include the
Yellow Bike Memorial project,
which places permanent memorials
at the sites of fatal collisions involving cyclists. Kevitt said he is looking
into dedicating this year’s Finish the
Ride to Jelmert, as well as potentially
creating a permanent memorial in the
park in his honor.
“Obviously, this hits close to
home,” Kevitt added. “SAFE supports Andrew and his husband, who
is going through a tough time right
now. With [Goeritz’s] blessing, we
would like to dedicate the ride in
honor of Andrew, and dedicate the
ride to a car-free Griffith Park.”
For information on Finish the Ride,
visit streetsareforeveryone.org.
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LaBonge inducted into Court of Honor
By edwin folven

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles LGBT Center

Los Angeles LGBT Center CEO Lorri Jean speaks during the legacy celebration on April 9.

L.A. LGBT Center officials honored
Los Angeles LGBT Center CEO
Lorri L. Jean and chief of staff
Darrel Cummings don’t officially
retire until July 1, but their decades
of leadership were celebrated by
more than 400 guests at an often
emotional and sometimes funny
tribute dinner on April 9.
The legacy celebration was held
at the California Science Center’s
Wallis Annenberg Building and
raised more than $700,000 for center programs and services.
Center supporters Lily Tomlin,
Kathy Griffin, Wilson Cruz, and
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank) made live or video
appearances during the event.
“Together, we have not only
made history; we have made miracles happen,” Jean said. “When I
accepted this job in September of
1992, I had no idea what this experience was going to be nor did I
ever dream that leading the center
would become my life’s work. No
one ever retired from these jobs. It
was simply not imaginable.
Leading the center for so long has
been the greatest honor of my life.
That I have been privileged to
spend these decades with people
like you has been the greatest joy.”
In the evening’s opening
remarks, Schiff said the legacy of
Jean and Cummings “will last forever.”
Jean and Cummings led from
1993-99 before stepping down to
take the reins of the National Gay &
Lesbian Task Force. Then, they
returned to the center in 2003 for a
second uninterrupted stint of 19
years.
The center’s incoming CEO, Joe
Hollendoner, who has worked
alongside Jean and Cummings for
the last nine months under the temporary title of executive director,
joked that “there is nothing like a
four-hour event honoring my predecessor to remind me of the big shoes
that I’m filling.”
“This period of working together
with Darrel and Lorri will be one of
the most significant professional
and personal experiences of my
life,” Hollendoner added.
He praised the pair for leading
two successful capital campaigns
that raised more than $70 million in
private donations to complete The
Village at Ed Gould Plaza and The
Anita May Rosenstein Campus.
He also cited, among other things,
the creation of The Audre Lorde
Health Program, the International
Emerging Leaders Program and
center expansions that have included the Trans Wellness Center in
Koreatown, Triangle Square senior
housing in Hollywood, Mi Centro in
Boyle Heights, Center WeHo in

West Hollywood and Center South
in Leimert Park.
“These two have accomplished
more than any two leaders in the
LGBT community in the process of
building the largest LGBT organization in the world,” Hollendoner said.

The late Los Angeles City
Councilman Tom LaBonge was
inducted into the Los Angeles
Memorial Coliseum Court of
Honor on April 14, joining Pope
John Paul II, legendary sports figures and civic leaders.
Los
Angeles
Memorial
Coliseum Commission Chief
Administrative Officer Al Naipo
hosted the induction ceremony,
which included tributes from
friends and colleagues such as Los
Angeles County Supervisor Janice
Hahn, who served for 10 years
with LaBonge on the L.A. City
Council. Former Los Angeles
Raiders players Mike Haynes and
Shelby Jordan also paid tribute to
LaBonge, their longtime friend.
A bronze plaque honoring
LaBonge was unveiled in an archway underneath the Olympic
Torch, which was lit for the ceremony. The plaque is on the same
pillar as the Pope and across from
former Los Angeles Mayor Tom
Bradley.
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Brigid LaBonge said the recognition of her late husband at the Los
Angeles Memorial Coliseum was among his top honors.

LaBonge’s widow Brigid
thanked the large crowd that
attended and called it one of his
biggest honors.
“He would have never expected
something like this, and he would
have been so proud,” she said. “I
get teary-eyed because this is such
an honor.”
LaBonge, who represented the
City Council’s 4th district from

2001-15, died at the age of 67 on
Jan. 7, 2021.
“This plaque will be a fitting
tribute to my friend, a man who
embodied his nickname, ‘Mr. Los
Angeles,’” Hahn added. “Tom
loved this city and the Los Angeles
Memorial Coliseum, and by
inducting him into the Court of
Honor, we can show just how
much we loved him back.”
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Friedman seeks another term on BH council Supervisors mull county budget
By AAron Blevins

Beverly Hills City Councilman
Lester Friedman likes the trajectory
that the city is on, and he hopes to
continue to make progress in handling the city’s most pressing issues
with another term on the council.
Friedman and Councilmen John
Mirisch and Robert Wunderlich are
looking to retain their seats in the
June 7 Primary Election, but they
are being challenged by eight other
candidates.
“I think I have the experience and
the leadership skills to put us to the
next level,” Friedman said. “I, obviously, was intimately involved in
everything that went on during the
pandemic and the crises that we
had. Having emerged from those
significant impacts of the pandemic
and having guided our city during
my term as mayor, I do believe I
have the knowledge and experience
to move our city forward to a bright
future.”
The councilman was first elected
in 2017 and served as mayor in
2020. From 2011-17, Friedman was
a commissioner on the city’s Traffic
and Parking Commission and was
its chairman in 2015.
When asked about his priorities
for a second term, he said, “Safety,
safety, safety.” That, however,
extends beyond the Beverly Hills
Police Department, Friedman said.
“Security is not just police presence, but it’s also how we can
secure our health both medically
and financially, and I’d liked to be
able to be a part of that,” he added.
“I know where we were – to make
sure that our city was not financially impacted to a great extent. I think
that we are fiscally extremely
healthy. We were able to maintain
our reserves. But, I think that we
need to do more, and I think I could
do that. I think I’m just in a unique
position to help our city to continue
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Lester Friedman

the vital services to ensure the
health and safety of our residents
and our entire community.”
As far as the BHPD, Friedman
said he is pleased with the “proactive approach” the city has taken to
combat crime over the last two
years.
“We have made that a priority
and will continue to do so,” he said.
Friedman
referenced
the
announcement of the city’s Real
Time Watch Center, which he said
will shave approximately 20 to 30
seconds from police response times
– times that are already “great” and
generally under three minutes.
“Having all the resources in one
area, we think, will improve them,”
the councilman added. “Then, of
course, we have the drone program,
which is starting as a pilot program
but looks like it’s doing really well.
We’re going to expand that. We’re
putting up more cameras, more
[automated license plate readers].
We want to really get ahead on this
and let people know that if a crime
is committed in Beverly Hills,
they’re going to get caught.”
Further, Friedman would like to
see additional foot, bicycle and
motorcycle patrols. He also wants

Webinar discusses contract process
Learn about contracting with the
city of Los Angeles during a free
virtual workshop on Thursday,
April 28, from 3:30-5 p.m.
The program will be hosted by
Los Angeles City Councilman Joe
Buscaino, 15th District, and will
offer information on the Contractor
Development
and
Bonding
Program, which assists contractors
with bonding capacity and business
growth. Representatives of the Los
Angeles Department of Water and
Power, Los Angeles World
Airports, Port of Los Angeles and

the Department of Public Works
will discuss upcoming project
opportunities.
Companies that are part of the
Contractor Development and
Bonding Program receive business
assessments, bonding assistance,
technical support, training and networking opportunities.
Participation in the program is
free.
To
register,
visit
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Dsl9rKYbScuUPEojXalT
sQ.

Notable Quotes
“I am not sincere even when I am saying not sincere.”

Jules Renard
1864-1910

Journal, November 21, 1906

*source: Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations

the department to continue recruiting and hiring officers.
Friedman said some initiatives he
had planned for his term as mayor
were put aside due to the pandemic,
and he would like to pursue those in
another term. Specifically, he wants
the city and the Beverly Hills
Unified School District to collaborate more.
“I think the two need to go hand
in hand,” Friedman added. “I think
that we need to do whatever we can
to encourage young families to
come to Beverly Hills, and I think
partnering with the schools is one
way to do that.”
He specifically mentioned the
expansion of the BHUSD’s transitional kindergarten, which “really
frees up some of our resources”
because it will replace some of the
early education programs the city
had been offering, he said.
“I feel that will attract younger
families to our community,”
Friedman added. “I think that’s
something I’d like to see worked
on, even more so than we have
before.”
Additionally, he wants to see the
city offer more activities for older
adults and be stronger in terms of
“mobility.” Friedman said the
Purple Line Extension project presents a lot of opportunities for
Beverly Hills, but it also presents
challenges.
“I’d really like to see us encourage [a] younger population to come
to Beverly Hills and offer whatever
services we can, so that we maintain the vibrancy that we’ve been
experiencing, quite frankly, in the
last couple months,” he said.

Los Angeles County’s $38.5 billion recommended budget was
presented to the county’s Board of
Supervisors on April 19 by chief
executive officer Fesia Davenport.
The spending blueprint, the first
step in the annual budget process,
builds on lessons learned during
the past two years and makes full
use of federal and state funds to
jumpstart the county’s recovery,
Davenport said.
Rooted in a deep concern for
equity, the budget strikes a balance
between ensuring a strong social
safety net and funding critical services such as health care, while
also continuing to build the foundation for a “Better than Before”
recovery that lifts all communities,
she said.
“This budget brings to life the
policy vision established by the
board of supervisors and sets a
course for the county to strengthen
the programs and services we provide to millions of residents each
and every day,” Davenport added.
The budget prioritize county’s
fight
against
homelessness
through the mobilization of mental
health resources and provision of
more housing alternatives to move
people off the street. That will be
facilitated by $493.3 million in
Measure H dollars plus Mental
Health Services Act funding.
The proposal would fortify the
county’s system of hospitals and
health centers by budgeting 116
new public health positions, 196
new critical care unit nurses and
41 new positions in support of
mobile “street medicine” clinics,

among other significant commitments.
It would support youth through
a series of investments, including
$22.8 million to meet increased
demand for full-time childcare
for CalWORKs families, $15.7
million for the Youth@Work jobs
program and $14.1 million for
Department of Children and
Family Services services.
The budget would double Care
First and Community Investment
funding by adding a second-year
installment of $100 million for
direct community investments
and alternatives to incarceration
– on the way to reaching the full
set-aside of 10% of locally generated unrestricted revenue for
Care First, Jails Last programs,
originally spelled out in Measure
J, by 2024.
Further, it would continue the
commitment to closing Men’s
Central Jail while also protecting
the rights of those who remain in
custody, with a recommended
$15.3 million allocation to support compliance with the federal
consent decree governing conditions in the jail.
Additionally, the budget would
set aside $12.3 million to expand
Sheriff’s Academy classes and
train a new generation of sheriff’s deputies – part of a balanced
approach to public safety that
also includes preparations to
launch a new 988 Alternative
Crisis Response system that
relies on mental health professionals rather than law enforcement.
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BH City Council hears health department update WeHo targets meth usage
By AAron Blevins

The city of Beverly Hills continues to analyze the possibility of creating its own health department, and
city staff has estimated that further
analysis by a consultant could come
with a cost of approximately
$100,000.
On April 12, policy and management analyst Cindy Owens updated
the Beverly Hills City Council on
the city’s efforts to create a health
department, which originated in
December 2020. She said Beverly
Hills is analyzing other cities’
endeavors.
“There are over 170 [laws] on the
books in Sacramento,” Owens said.
“So, as you can imagine, it’s taking
some time to go through those.”
According to a staff report, city
employees have done a “substantial”
amount of research into the matter
and have received quotes from two
consultant companies, and they are
“actively” searching for a third.
City Council members expressed
doubts about Beverly Hills ultimately creating its own health department, but they discussed the possibility of expanding services the city
currently provides and wanted staff
to continue conducting its research.
Councilman Robert Wunderlich
said the original impetus for the discussion was to see what Beverly
Hills would have to do to have
authority over local public health
decisions. However, a lot of questions remain, he said.
For one, officials would need to
determine the scope of the services
they wanted to provide, Wunderlich
said. He also questioned whether the

city could have an “on-call health
department” that could be expanded
when necessary.
Councilman Lester Friedman
asked if city staff planned to hire a
consultant. Owens said staff members were looking to begin conversations with potential consultants, so
they would have contacts already
made when the time comes.
“If it comes to the point that we
feel like we need a consultant, we
don’t want it to take six months. …
We want to be able to pull the trigger
and have that happen the next day,”
she added.
Councilman John Mirisch said he
is a “believer in local democracy and
local-decision making,” but he was
skeptical about the proposal. He referenced the local health departments
in Berkeley and Pasadena.
“They go back 100 years; there’s a
history to it,” Mirisch said.
He said city officials may be better served looking to strengthen the
Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health – and the city’s voice
within it. Mirisch also dismissed
thoughts of creating a health department alongside another city, such as
West Hollywood.
“If we’re going to do it, we should
do it on our own,” he added. “I
remain skeptical, but I’m open to it
and look forward to seeing what
information you are able to turn up.”
West Hollywood public information officer Joshua Schare said he is
unaware of any discussions between
the two cities regarding the creation
of a joint health department.
“The city of West Hollywood has
an excellent relationship with Los
Angeles County,” he said.

“Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, we have been – and we continue to be – deeply appreciative for
the expertise of our local health officials at the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health.”
Owens said staff members are
tasked with looking into a lot of government code, which they hope to
analyze more deeply in the coming
weeks.
Vice Mayor Julian Gold said he
would like to see additional analysis
into what health services that the city
can provide that are already within
its “bandwidth.”
“There’s no reason you should
have to go to Rite Aid to get a flu
shot,” he said.
Mirisch agreed that the city
should further research its current
health services offerings and see
how they could be expanded.
“I think that’s a very important
part of this exercise,” he added.
Mayor Lili Bosse said she was
pleased with the progress the city
has made with the proposal thus far.
“I think this is a wonderful beginning, and I look forward to having
more information in September,”
she added.
In the report, city staff anticipated
hiring a consultant at some point in
the next few weeks. From there, the
consultant will provide an
“overview and summary” for the
possible Beverly Hills Public Health
Department.
Before the proposal returns to
council, staff will present it to the
city’s
Health
and
Safety
Commission. The expectation is for
the City Council to hear another
update during a meeting this fall.

n City has the highest

rate of hospitalizations
in Los Angeles County
By rAnce collins
West Hollywood will be working to curb the growing problem
of crystal meth use within the
community after President Joe
Biden on April 14 signed the
Methamphetamine Response
Act, which requires the federal
government to develop a plan to
address the meth overdose rate.
Soon, West Hollywood residents and visitors will be given a
survey to share their personal
observations and experiences
with meth.
Dean Ambrosini, prevention
coordinator with the West
Hollywood Project for the
Institute of Public Strategies, is
working to implement the survey
with the city.
“The survey is a set of approximately 20 questions, multiple
choice, asking respondents their
opinion on the impact crystal
meth has had on the community,”
Ambrosini said. “There are questions about their knowledge of
meth use and the effects of meth
use such as discarded paraphernalia and open drug use. There is
also a set of questions about their
familiarity with harm reduction
methods, which might help to
reduce the problem.”
In 2017, the West Hollywood
Project helped to appoint an alcohol liaison officer to work direct-

ly with bars and clubs, helping to
reduce alcohol-related crimes.
The survey is the latest way the
organization is working with the
city to address problems stemming from substance abuse.
Ambrosini said that West
Hollywood is demographically
more inclined to experience
problems with meth.
“Recent data from the [Los
Angeles] County Department of
Public Health showed that the
area around West Hollywood had
the highest number of hospitalizations and treatment admissions for crystal meth addiction
than any other area of the county,” Ambrosini said. “Overall, it
is believed that meth use has
increased nationwide due to an
increase in supply and availability. Crystal meth is widely used
by men who have sex with men,
primarily gay men, to enhance
sexual experiences. Because
West Hollywood has a large
LGBTQ+ population, the problem is particularly concentrated
here.”
The West Hollywood Project
will be working with the Safe
West Hollywood Community
Coalition on the survey.
The coalition describes itself
as “a group of concerned citizens, health professional business leaders in West Hollywood
working to reduce substancerelated harms in the community.”
The West Hollywood Project
directs the coalition, and it is
funded by the L.A. County
See Meth page 22
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Water line project on Rossmore to cause traffic delays

photo courtesy of LADWP

Hydrographers with the Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power take measurements during a recent snow survey in the
Eastern Sierra.

LADWP urges water conservation
due to low precipitation totals

The Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power is asking all
customers to step up their conservation efforts following results of
the final snow survey for the season that showed a dramatic
decline in water content between
February and April due to unusually early and rapid snowmelt.
On April 1, the snowpack was
41% of normal; however, on
April 12, readings from
LADWP’s Eastern Sierra snow
measuring stations showed the
snowpack had melted to 22% of
normal, the equivalent of 4.9
inches of water content.
“We’ve had three consecutive
record-dry months during the
third year of dry conditions. That,
combined with the early-season
snowmelt and the anticipated
limited availability of State
Water Project supplies, has put
the city’s water supply in a critical situation,” LADWP general
manager and chief engineer
Martin Adams said. “With
warmer spring and summer
months approaching, we must
increase conservation now. This
is a time for all of us to be vigilant in saving water wherever
possible.”
LADWP conducts snow surveys from February to April at
six locations in the Eastern
Sierra, where snowmelt feeds
into the Los Angeles Aqueduct,
one of four major water sources
for Los Angeles.
Along with the Los Angeles
Aqueduct and local groundwater,
LADWP receives water from the
State Water Project and the
Colorado River Aqueduct, both
water supplies purchased from
the Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California.
LADWP’s April snow survey
results mirror the state snowpack
levels, which remain well below
average. The dry conditions combined with low reservoir levels
throughout the state, led to the
state’s recent decision to cut
water allocations from 15% to
5% from the State Water Project,
which comes into LADWP’s
water system via MWD.
Water officials in the region
are assessing drought response
actions that may include significant outdoor watering restrictions for impacted areas.
LADWP is one of the few water
agencies across the state to man-

date water use restrictions continually since 2009.
LADWP has remained in
Phase 2 of the city’s Water
Conservation Ordinance, which
limits outdoor watering to three
days a week, along with other
permanently prohibited uses of
water. LADWP may need to go
to higher restrictions in the coming months to respond to the latest supply conditions.
Thanks to a culture of conservation, Angelenos use less water
now than they did more than 50
years ago, despite a population
increase of more than one million
people.
LADWP recently boosted
rebates for water-efficient
devices, appliances and other
measures for residential and
commercial customers.
Residential customers can
reduce their water use and save
money with a 25% increase to its
high-efficiency clothes washer
rebate, from $400 to $500, as
well as a more than 65% increase
to its water-efficient toilet rebate,
from $150 to $250. For business
customers, rebates for qualifying
water-efficient toilets increased
from $250 to $300.
For LADWP’s commercial
customers, LADWP announced
in January an eight-fold rebate
increase of up to $2 million to the
department’s Technical Assistance Program, a financial incentive program for customized
water conservation projects, such
as upgrades of cooling towers,
that help multifamily, commercial, institutional and industrial
customers save water.
To help customers reduce their
outdoor water use, LADWP
offers rebates for replacing
water-thirsty lawns with sustainable and drought tolerant landscaping. Residential and commercial or multi-family customers can receive $3 per square
foot of turf. LADWP and MWD
recently increased turf replacement rebates for public agencies
to $4 per square foot for up to
200,000 square feet. Single-family residential customers can also
take advantage of free landscape
design services to help swap out
their turf.
For
information,
visit
LADWP.com. For commercial
rebates and programs, visit
ladwp.com/CWR.

The Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power has started the
Rossmore Mainline Project, a
major water line replacement
expected to affect traffic on
Rossmore
Avenue
between
Melrose Avenue and Third Street
through October.
LADWP spokeswoman Sylvia
Beltran said the project is part of the
utility’s effort to upgrade aging
underground infrastructure throughout the city. A 6-inch cast iron pipe
dating to the 1920s will be removed
and replaced in sections.
Crews began work on April 8 in
front of Marlborough School so
that section could be completed
during spring break. Beltran said
work this week included paving at
the intersection of Rossmore
Avenue and Third Street, as well as
pavement cutting on Muirfield
Road.
Crews are not expected to work
on the Rossmore Mainline Project
for the next two weeks, Beltran said,
but will begin pipe replacement in
the 100-200 blocks of Muirfield
Road on May 9. The LADWP has
requested the relaxation of parking
regulations during the work.
Muirfield Road, which parallels
Rossmore Avenue to the west
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Crews will be replacing a main water line on Rossmore Avenue between
Melrose Avenue and Third Street.

before turning east and intersecting
with Rossmore north of Third
Street, will be closed to through
traffic. Flaggers will assist residents
entering and exiting driveways.
Signs reading “resident only
access” will be placed on Third
Street at Muirfield Road. At the end
of each work day, the street will be
reopened to through traffic.
The construction will occur from
8 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday, with some weekend work
necessary. Throughout the project,
one lane of traffic will remain open

on Rossmore Avenue. Street parking will be restricted during work
hours but driveways will remain
accessible.
Beltran said efforts will be made
to finish the work early, but the
project is currently scheduled to
run through October. Motorists
traveling through the area are
advised to plan ahead. The
LADWP will provide regular
updates about the Rossmore
Mainline Project. For information,
email sylvia.beltran@ladwp.com,
or visit ladwp.com/metroprojects.

City Nature Challenge returns for seventh year

On April 29, the City Nature
Challenge returns for its seventh year
of connecting communities with
nature and each other. From participating in organized biodiversity surveys to recording the wildlife in the
city’s neighborhoods, the City Nature
Challenge is a way to explore the
local environment, all while contributing to biodiversity science and
conservation.
The City Nature Challenge begins
on Friday, April 29 at 12:01 a.m. and
runs through Monday, May 2, 11:59
p.m. Anyone can participate in the
City Nature Challenge by sharing
photos of their wildlife observations
on the free mobile app iNaturalist,
an online platform powered by the
California Academy of Sciences and
National Geographic, or on their
city’s chosen platform. The collective
scientific efforts from participants
around the world will be tallied and

results announced on May 9.
Launched in 2016 as a collaborative effort between the Natural
History Museum of Los Angeles
County and California Academy
of Sciences, the City Nature
Challenge has grown from a friendly
competition between the two cities to
an international event spanning six
continents. The inaugural challenge
recorded an impressive 20,000 observations in the state of California. In
2021, community scientists around
the world amassed a record-breaking
1,270,000 observations from over
400 cities across 44 countries. These
wildlife observations provide invaluable insights into the planet’s biodiversity, allowing scientists, conservationists and policymakers to make
informed resource management and
conservation decisions.
“We’re really excited to see tens of
thousands of people come together

for this year’s City Nature
Challenge,” Lila Higgens, NHM’s
Senior Manager of Community
Science and co-founder of the challenge, said. “This project helps us
understand the natural world that
lives in our cities, while also connecting people across generations to the
plants and animals that surround
them every day. Last year the City
Nature Challenge recorded over a
million observations. This year I'm
hopeful we'll see even more.”
To participate, upload photos of
wild plants, animals or fungi to
iNaturalist, where an online community of naturalists confirms species
identifications. Whether participants
work with an organized “bioblitz” or
make observations in their own
neighborhoods, the challenge is for
budding and seasoned community
scientists alike. For more information
visit citynaturechallenge.org.
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Pink’s supports relief efforts in Ukraine
By Edwin FolvEn

Pink’s Hot Dogs at La Brea and
Melrose avenues has a long history
of giving back to those in need, frequently creating special hot dogs to
raise money for charity.
Last week, owner Richard Pink
unveiled the “Let’s Help Ukraine
Dog.” Proceeds will be donated to
the World Central Kitchen, whose
#ChefsForUkraine effort is delivering food, meals and support to
Ukrainians struggling to survive
during the war with Russia.
Pink said he was devastated to
read stories and see photographs in
the news showing the destruction in
Ukraine, and was particularly struck
by the resilience and perseverance of
the Ukrainian people. He learned of

World Central Kitchen’s efforts and
wanted to generate support at Pink’s.
The “Let’s Help Ukraine Dog” is a
Polish dog topped with pastrami,
coleslaw and Swiss cheese.
“I put it on the menu and am
going to offer it until the war is
over,” Pink said. “I wanted to do it
because of everything I read in the
newspapers. And the heroism of
President Zelensky and all the people in Ukraine. When I think about
it, I tear up. They have had such a
tough time over there.”
World Central Kitchen was
founded in 2010 by celebrity chef
José Andrés in response to a devastating earthquake in Haiti, and now
provides food to people in need
around the world. Shortly after the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, World

Hollywood better call Bob

By rancE collins

Bob Odenkirk described himself as
a kind of Hollywood pessimist at his
Walk of Fame ceremony on April 18.
“When I first got here in 1987, and
I walked around the Walk of Fame, I
pretended to have great and powerful
disdain for all things Hollywood,”
Odenkirk said. “I walked the streets
with my nose high in the air, scoffing
at symbols of Hollywood and fame
and famous people, celebrities and
everything about it that was so big
and distant and intimidating.”
“And I still do that, I still pretend to
disdain it all. It’s healthy, it’s better
that way,” Odenkirk continued with a
chuckle. “Inside, I don’t disdain
Hollywood, I love it. I love making
fun of it, and I love being part of it.
And this makes me feel really, really
a part of it … cast in cement for all
time.”
Odenkirk is an Illinois native who
first made his mark as a writer for
series like “Saturday Night Live” and
“The Ben Stiller Show,” both of
which earned him Emmy Awards for
Outstanding Writing in a Variety
Series.
When he made the trek to Los
Angeles, he created the HBO sketch
comedy series “Mr. Show with Bob
and David,” which co-starred David
Cross.
“Somewhere along the line, he met
me, and we put together a little show
just down the road from here,” Cross
said.
“[Bob] would dream that one day
his star and David Spade’s star and
maybe just half of the cast of
‘Designing Women’s’ stars would all
be doused in industrial strength
bleach and hosed off each morning
together,” Cross added in his sarcastic
manner, referencing some of the
names on stars in the surrounding
blocks.
Odenkirk has also directed films
like “The Brothers Solomon,” but he
made arguably his most significant
mark with mainstream audiences
with the character of Saul Goodman
on the AMC series “Breaking Bad.”
The guest character was so popular
that Odenkirk’s role was expanded on
the series, and he was eventually
given his own spin-off, “Better Call
Saul,” which premiered for its sixth
and final season on April 18.
Odenkirk has received four Emmy
nominations for Outstanding Lead
Actor in a Drama Series for his portrayal.
But the character was never meant
to have his own show.
The entire “Better Call Saul” cast
appeared for the event, including
Jonathan Banks, Patrick Fabian,
Giancarlo Esposito, Michael Mando
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Rhea Seahorn and David Cross
joined Bob Odenkirk at his Walk of
Fame star ceremony April 18.

and Tony Dalton. His on-screen wife
Rhea Seehorn spoke in his support.
“To me a star on the Walk of Fame,
which I visited here as a kid hopscotching around … a star that says
Bob Odenkirk celebrates what it
means to be in this business and not
just be uber-talented but to take nothing for granted, to work tirelessly, to
insist that our business is a collaborative artform, and then simply just
keep working your ass off every day,”
Seehorn said.
Several other prominent names
appeared in the crowd, even though
they did not speak, including “Better
Call Saul” series creators Vince
Gilligan and Peter Gould, as well as
legendary comedian and actress
Carol Burnett.
“I got into this business to do
sketch comedy, and before ‘Monty
Python’ … there was ‘The Carol
Burnett Show’ that gathered our family around the TV and brought so
much warmth and good feeling into
our home, which needed it. And I’m
sure I’m not alone in having gotten
more than just laughs from your wonderful show and your good spirit,”
Odenkirk said.
No matter his attitude on
Hollywood
itself,
Odenkirk
expressed joy at his inclusion on the
Walk of Fame.
“So, yes, I’m honored, and I can’t
believe it, and it makes me really
happy inside,” Odenkirk said.
“But I’m not gonna admit it. Not
here, not ever and I will never, ever
say it into a microphone where people
can hear me,” Odenkirk added,
directly into a microphone.
Odenkirk’s star is at 1725 Vine St.,
just north of Hollywood Boulevard.

Central Kitchen began serving
meals to refugees at the border. The
organization has also delivered food
and support to restaurants and families within Ukraine. For information
on ways to help, visit wck.org.
Pink added that sales of the $8.25
“Let’s Help Ukraine Dog” have
been brisk, and he hopes to make a
big donation to assist the people of
Ukraine.
“World Central Kitchen is doing a
lot of good work in Ukraine and I’m
glad to be able to help.”
Pink’s Hot Dogs is located at 709
N. La Brea Ave. For information,
visit pinkshollywood.com.
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Richard Pink is offering the “Let’s Help Ukraine Dog” with proceeds benefitting the World Central Kitchen.
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It’s date night again in America.
Run!
At a restaurant the other night, I
was telling everyone that my only
fear was that I might be too funny,
that it might make it difficult for my
fellow diners to swallow their veal,
or to nosh their gnocchi.
“Laughter,” I said, “is the only
common ground Americans have
left.”
“That’s not funny,” said my
buddy Miller.
“Just wait,” I said. “Soon as I finish these beets…”
Everybody hates everybody these
days, have you picked up on that?
So, I try extra hard to go around
being funny. To be honest, it’s a lot
of pressure. Humor doesn’t just
happen. As with bagpipes or polkas,
you really need to be in the mood.
“Where do I find the dates?” a
customer asks the checker at the
supermarket the other morning.
“Aisle 1,” shouts a colleague.
“You sell dates now?” I ask the
checker.
“Aisle 1,” she confirms.
“I mean…”
“Yes?” she asks.
“Blind dates? Double dates?” I
say.
She laughs. That happens a lot
when I’m being completely serious.
“First dates, bad dates, dates

by
Chris
Erskine
you’ll remember for the rest of your
life?” I ask.
“All sorts of dates,” she says.
“Aisle 1?”
“Aisle 1,” she says.
Imagine. If you could just go into
the store on a Friday night and buy
a date…? Think of the possibilities.
Think of the aggravation you’d
avoid. And the bar tabs.
“If you buy three or more dates,
do you get a discount?” I ask the
checker.
By now, people behind me are
getting a little annoyed. They’re
L.A. people, so they’re already a
little pre-annoyed, that’s their natural demeanor, their default emotion.
Really the best you can hope for
these days is that they’re merely a
little glum.
Who can blame them? A loaf of
bread: 4 bucks. A decent steak, 25.
A $100 cart of groceries? $200.

And now this goof (me) is testing
out material in the checkout line.
They can’t figure out why the
checker is laughing. It’s affecting
her scanning somewhat. She’s one
of those people who jiggles when
she giggles.
And she’s got these fingernails…
super long. I never figured out why
supermarket checkers tend to have
scythes for fingernails. You could
thresh wheat with some of these
nails. Or kill a man. But that’s a
topic for another time.
“Do you have grocery bags?” the
checker asks me.
“Do I have bags? Seriously, do I
look like I have bags?”
There are two places I am
remarkably funny: At movie theaters, while eating popcorn, just
before the show begins. And in bed,
eating popcorn, just before the show
begins.
In neither case, am I trying to be
funny. Generally, the more serious I
am, the more people laugh. Since I
was a kid, people have looked at me
and broken out laughing. Back then
I had freckles everywhere. And a
slingshot hanging from my back
pocket. Still do.
“Let me tell you this,” I say to the
checker.
“What now?”
“Always do a background
check,” I say.
“When you buy dates?”
“Especially then,” I said. “Credit
scores, criminal history, restraining
orders.”
“Why?”
“Because that flags all the fun
people,” I say. “Duh.”
She laughs.
True though. If you filter for the
people with disastrous credit scores
and long police histories, you isolate
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Learning someone new is so much fun – their allergies, their moles, their
music, their favorite ballplayer.

the gypsies, the journalists, the pickpockets, the exotic dancers. Fun
people. People you could really
build a life with.
“Never date a humorist,” I tell the
checker.
“Who would?”
“Good answer,” I say.
With the New Girl (Suzanne), I
didn’t do a background check. But I
did meet her mother. Meeting a
mother is the very best background
check you can do.
And I met Suzanne’s brother, her
daughters. Her sister’s next. Pretty
sure that’s where the trouble starts.
With Aunt Lynda. But I feel like I’m
doing “due diligence,” as the attorneys say.
“Now we’re sort of serious,” I tell
the checker.
“Who?”
“Me and Suzanne,” I say.
“Who’s Suzanne?” she asks.

“That’s exactly what I’m trying to
find out!” I whisper.
Learning someone new is so
much fun – their allergies, their
moles, their music, their favorite
ballplayer.
The other night, Suzanne raked
all the red onions to the side of her
salad plate. “Hmmmm,” I thought.
“Who doesn’t like red onions? Is
this some kind of crazy person?”
“Next time, I’ll skip the red
onions,” I assured her.
“No, that’s OK.”
She’s very reasonable, obviously.
Thing is, can a reasonable person
have a relationship with a goof like
me?
Stay tuned.
Email
the
columnist
at
Letters@ChrisErskineLA.com. For
books, past columns, or to sign up
for his free newsletter, go to
ChrisErskineLA.com
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First dates? Bad dates? It’s nice to be getting out again, whether it’s milkshakes or magaritas.

SUNDAY, MAY 8
ORDER TODAY

FLORAL DESIGN E CURATED GIFTS E BOUTIQUE SPICES
COME SAY HELLO!
OPEN TUESDAY - SATURDAY 10-5

(818) 928-1141
831 Foothill Blvd. , La Canada
emilyjilgco.com E bloomsbyemilyjilgco.com
Delivery Available

11 April 21, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Metro lifts mask rule, but recommends their use
The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority today announced that
effective immediately, face masks
on all Metro bus and rail lines operating in L.A. County will now be
strongly recommended but no
longer required. This follows a
Florida federal court decision yesterday that eliminated the mask
mandate on public transportation
and airplanes nationwide.
Metro will now make wearing
face masks on public transit optional and will continue to recommend
riders wear masks while onboard
transit vehicles to help protect their
health and those of fellow riders
whenever possible.
“After a devastating winter surge
that threatened the integrity of our
healthcare system, the county is
now enjoying low community levels of COVID-19. With more tools
at our disposal to combat this virus,
including wider availability of vaccines, tests and therapeutics, the
county can continue to progress
towards its new normal,” First

District supervisor and chair of the
Metro board Hilda L. Solis said.
“However, it is important to recognize that we still live in a pandemic,
thus face masks will continue to be
strongly recommended on public
transit to keep ourselves and those
around us safe. I urge our residents
to continue to remain vigilant and
look out for one another as we move
forward.”
Metro’s decision to make face
masks optional while continuing to
encourage their use is consistent
with the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, which still
recommends that people continue to
wear masks in indoor public transportation settings.
“As we continue to emerge from
the worst effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, our number one goal will
always be to ensure the safety of our
transit customers and employees,”
Metro CEO Stephanie N. Wiggins
said. “Masks are now strongly recommended, and we’d like everyone
to continue to be mindful and vigilant in protecting themselves and

others from the evolving threat of
this virus.”
Metro’s announcement today follows the Transportation Security
Administration’s own cancellation

appendage construction adjacent to
the Wilshire/Fairfax station.
Lane closures are also expected
near the Wilshire/La Cienega subway station. Two lanes will be open
in each direction between La
Cienega and San Vicente boulevards. Through April 30, Wilshire
Boulevard may also be intermittently reduced to one lane in each direction between Tower and Stanley drives.
Intermittent lane closures will
also occur on Wilshire Boulevard
between El Camino and Crescent
drives. Utility work is anticipated to
begin in early May on permanent
electrical power lines to the future
station in Beverly Hills. Ground
improvement work in preparation
for the construction of cross passage
tunnels is also anticipated to begin
in mid-May.
In Westwood, piling is ongoing
on Wilshire Boulevard near Gayley
Avenue
for
the
future
Westwood/UCLA station. Metro
crews will install dewatering wells
on Wilshire Boulevard between
Malcolm and Selby avenues. The
work will be completed in stages
from April 23 through June 30.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call (213)922-6934, or visit
metro.net.

Letters to the Editor
Home on Roxbury
Drive should be
preserved
Re “Roxbury home could be
demolished,” April 14 issue
Just because you can do something does not mean that you
should. Good advice. The home
at 1001 Roxbury has stood the
test of time and like a vintage
automobile or an old masters oil
painting, it has only become better with age.
The city of Beverly Hills has a
terrible track record regarding
preserving and respecting its cul-

tural history. The built landscape
is an integral part of that history
and legacy.
This particular home captures
time and place in a way that is
totally unique and inspires people who walk or drive by. It transports you, like all good art or
music.
This building deserves respect
and needs to be protected for the
benefit of the future. Looking
toward the future in any meaningful way always includes
respecting the past.
Please, respect is warranted for
1001 Roxbury.
Rodney Kemerer
Beverly Hills

efforts to ensure safe travel on public transit during the pandemic,
Metro installed face masks dispensers at major transit hubs and
freely distributed masks to riders
throughout the Los Angeles County
region. For additional information,
visit metro.net.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a Public
Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

Residential Zones R1A and R1C,
West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

Zone text amendment to Title 19 - West Hollywood Zoning
Ordinance, and Title 20 – West Hollywood Subdivision Regulations, to allow certain single-family zoned properties in the
R1A and R1C Zone Districts to subdivide properties into two
lots and construct up to two dwelling units on each lot, or
construct up to two dwelling units plus two accessory dwelling
units (as already authorized) on existing single-family lots, in
accordance with recently adopted and already in effect state
law (SB9). This allows increased density in single-family zoned
districts in order to address the state housing crisis.

PERMIT(S):

Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Monday, May 2, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.
West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room – Council
Chambers
625 N. San Vicente Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069

ZONES:

R1A (Residential, Single-Family or Two-Unit Low Density)
R1C (Residential, Single-Family or Two-Unit Low Density)

Weekend closures planned on Wilshire
Metro will begin removing decking from the street surface of
Wilshire Boulevard near Highland
and La Brea avenues on April 22,
marking the start of 10 weekend
closures of Wilshire Boulevard
between La Brea and Highland
avenues.
The closures will enable crews to
restore the street surface on
Wilshire Boulevard as part of the
Purple Line Extension subway project. Wilshire Boulevard will be
closed from 9 p.m. on Friday to 6
a.m. on Monday each weekend.
The work will begin near Highland
Avenue and progress westward to
La Brea Avenue. No work or closures will occur on the Memorial
Day and Fourth of July weekends.
The final weekend of closures is
anticipated to conclude on July 11.
Traffic will be diverted to Sixth
Street. For information, visit mcknbr0fgxh5k0f2vx078zts2980.pub.sfm
c-content.com/1guuusythcw/w2hnxunrso4.
Crews are also working at many
other locations on Purple Line
Extension,
from
the
Wilshire/Western to Westwood/VA
Hospital stations. Through April 30,
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced
to two lanes in each direction
between San Diego Way and
Spaulding Avenue to support

of its security directives and emergency amendment requiring face
mask use on public transportation
and at transportation hubs.
During the federal face mask
requirement period, Metro observed
95% voluntary compliance of the
requirement. As part of its previous

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Under California Government Code sections §65852.21,
subd. (j), and §66411.7, subd. (n), the adoption of an
ordinance by a city or county implementing the provisions of
Government Code sections §66411.7 and §65852.21
regulating urban lot splits and two-unit projects is statutorily
exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental
Quality Act (“CEQA”). Therefore, the proposed ordinance is
statutorily exempt from CEQA in that the proposed ordinance
implements these new laws enacted by SB 9.
City Hall is accessible by appointment only. The staff report will be available on
Wednesday, April 27, 2022 on-line at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or
in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood City Council, via the
Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the
City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to
express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER
INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Rachel Dimond, Senior Planner in the
Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:
rdimond@weho.org
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для
дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните:
323-848-6826.
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through Friday come in at 4:20 p.m.
to 6 p.m. for happy hour. Specials
include a brick oven-baked sourdough pizza and pint of beer for
$20. 718 S. Hill St., (323)218-0294.

RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

Rappahannok
Oyster Bar in DTLA

V

isit DTLA on April 22 to celebrate Earth Day. Rappahannok
Oyster Bar’s owners and cousins
Ryan and Travis Croxton focus on
sustainable
aquaculture
in
Chesapeake Bay. They set a new
sustainability standard for the
industry with their eco-friendly
approach to the entire menu. They
also offer ethically fished and
responsibly farmed ingredients.
1318 E. 7th St. Suite 154,
(323)435-4004.

Wild Living Foods
Earth Day dishes

T

he colorful, fully raw, vegan
breakfast, lunch and dinner
menu is made in an organic, plantbased kitchen. Menu favorites
include chocolate mousse crepes,
avocado toast and flat earth pizza.

Since meat consumption takes a toll
on environmental resources, Wild
Living Foods makes it easy to eat
vegetarian and/or vegan meals on
Earth Day and beyond. 760 S. Main
St., (213)266-8254.

Staying green at
Gusto Green

C

elebrate Earth Day and beyond
at female restaurateur Janet
Zuccarini’s plant-forward Gusto
Green. She incorporates highlynutritious hemp superfood into her
chocolate chunk cookies served
with cinnamon cardamon horchata.
She also makes a hemp-based sourdough puffed pita filled with hemp
za’atar and smoked baba ghanoush.
On Earth Day, she will donate a
dollar from every plate sold to
People’s Pottery Project, which
offers employment, advocacy and
community for formerly incarcerated women, LGBTQ, trans and nonbinary individuals. On Tuesday

Rookie Day at
Mas Veggies

T

he Veggie Grill vegan Mexican
ghost kitchen concept is hosting
VG Rookie Day on April 25. For
one day only, each guest who eats at
a Veggie Grill with a vegan rookie
first-timer will receive a BOGO
meal for their friend. This special is
for in-store only at all locations. eatmasveggies.com/farmers-market.
110 S. Fairfax Ave., (866)872-8630.

Krapow Thai
with a twist

I

n Culver City, Krapow is a new,
ghost kitchen concept offering
signature bowls and dishes. Menu
favorites include a crispy chicken
bowl, ribeye bowl and mega mushroom Krapow bowl. All are made
with basil fried rice, Thai chili, garlic, basil, house-made sauce, basil
chips, cucumber slices and topped

Halibut season at Water Grill
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W

ild Alaskan Halibut is now on the spring season menu at Water
Grill. Fished commercially in Alaska since 1888, the sweet and delicate fish is sourced from one of the most well-managed fisheries in the
world. It’s pan seared and served with spring peas, fingerling potatoes,
braised leeks and lemon velouté. 554 S. Grand Ave., (213)891-0900.

Du-par's.Spring In for Hot Cakes.4.21.qxp_Layout 1 4/19/22 3:22 PM Page 1

Last batch of the Season!
Spring In for Hot Cakes!

Corned Beef

Our Own Secret Recipe • Ready to Cook
$ 98

9

per lb

with this ad only - while they last!

Banana
Pumpkin
Blackberry

Blueberry
Strawberry

Chocolate Chip
Cinnamon Apple
Reese’s

Make Mom Breakfast!

Du-par’s
Famous
Original

Griddle At Home!
Pancake Batter
32 oz. - $11.98 • 16 oz. $9.98
+ melted butter & syrup

6333 W. Third St. • 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com

Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 80 Years

6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

NEW HOURS
Open Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-7:30pm
Sat. & Sun. 6am - 7:30pm
Follow Us!

@duparsfm
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with a sunny side up egg. The
“Coco Wings” are baked and grilled
jumbo, crispy-skin, whole chicken
wings coated in rich coconut lime
marinade.
Open
Wednesday
through Sunday for delivery via
Uber Eats, Postmates, DoorDash
and for pre-order pick-up through
Tock from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
and 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 5660
Selmaraine Drive, (831)999-1688.

H&H Brazilian
Steakhouse opens
at Beverly Center

O

wned and operated by restaurateur and executive chef
Henrique Huyer, the dinner menu at
H&H Brazilian Steakhouse is similar to the downtown L.A. location.
Diners can choose from the unlimited churrasco menu. There are a variety of meat options that include
Japanese A5 wagyu beef, filet
mignon, ribeye, lamb chops,
sausages, pork ribs, chicken hearts
and an elevated burger, served on
beautiful Brazilian plates with dadinho de tapioca and house made
pepper jelly. The cheese bread and
tapioca-based dishes are gluten free.

The restaurant has a full bar featuring a number of classic caipirinhas
including a candy topped rainbow
caipirinha and a number of Brazilian
wines. 8500 Beverly Blvd., Suite
113, (424)284-7733 and 518 W.
7th St., (213)266-8103.

Providence’s new
table-side cocktails

S

outh African born beverage
director Kim Stodel offers
guests one-of-a-kind versions of
their favorite beverages. Unveiling
his new tableside cocktail orogram, Stodel brings the bar to each
table as he masterfully crafts timeless classics, elevated with rare and
extremely special spirits. The $100
margarita at Providence features
Casa Dragones Jovennand, a master blend of 100% blue agave silver
and extra aged tequila, plus Grand
Marnier Cuvée du Centenaire,
before it is poured over a handcut, gem-shaped ice sphere and
finished
with
Harry’s
Berries Strawberries from the
Farmers Market. Kim also makes
a whisky-based Japanese Penicillin
and an elegant Agave Last Word.
5955 Melrose Ave., (323)460-4170.

Camphor Modern
Bistro

F

ounder and owner Cyrus
Batchan of the new Camphor,
along with culinary duo Chef Max
Boonthanakit and Lijo George,
offer an exciting menu of French
and Indian influenced fare. Located
in the DTLA Arts District, the
restaurant offers shareable small
plates and a cocktail cart service for
after-dinner drinks. On the cart are
items such as Suntory’s Royal
Whisky Limited Edition Year of the
Tiger, Amer Picon, Cardinal du
Four Armagnac, and various
cognacs. Also on the cart is one of
the largest selections of yellow
chartreuse and vintage chartreuses,
including a 1941 yellow chartreuse
offered at $1,200 per ounce. 923 E.
3rd St. #109, (213)626-8888.

Los Angeles PI’LA
style pizza

N

ative Angeleno Chef Fred Eric
of famed Fred62 makes a
Detroit-style pizza with dough that
is fluffier, lighter and umami-flaSee pizza page 15

photo courtesy of The Maybourne

The Maybourne Beverly Hills Claridge’s
Afternoon Tea

E

njoy a British tea service steeped in splendor on the third floor
Garden Terrance at The Maybourne Beverly Hills. The exclusive
Claridge’s afternoon tea is available daily at 2 p.m. from April 23 to April
30. The culinary experience has been enjoyed for 150 years in The Foyer
at its legendary London sister hotel. With a playful Californian twist The
Maybourne tea includes traditional salmon and cucumber sandwiches, a
savory grilled lobster soft taco and lemon and whipped ricotta scones
with rhubarb jam. The tea will take place on the Garden Terrace located
on the third floor of hotel. English garden glamour apparel is encouraged
as you sip loose-leaf teas from around the globe and elegant flutes of
Laurent-Perrier champagne. The cost is $150 per person on Tock. 225 N.
Canon Drive, (310)860-7800.

ROCK & ROLL
WEEKENDS!

EB’s FRIDAY NIGHT DANCE
PARTY 7 pm

April 22 :
UNCANNY VALLEY

We are now taking PRE-ORDRERS for our

All-Day Brunch Special

ROCK GEMS

served Thursday, May 5 through Tuesday, May 10

April 29 :
UNDECIDED FUTURE

˜ Entr攀es ˜

Grilled Salmon with Mango Salsa
Or

DANCE POP

Broiled Petite Steak with a Crispy Shrimp Duo

May 6 :
SOUL KITCHEN

˜ Included Side Dishes ˜

Choice of soup du jour or Garden Salad
Grilled Asparagus
Creamy Mashed Potatoes
freshly baked dinner roll

DOORS TRIBUTE

DJ Dandy Randy Vinyl Rock N Soul
Fri & Sat - 8PM at
MARKET TAVERN
English Pub Fare
Full Bar
Beer on Tap

Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax

MARKETTAVERNLA.COM

˜ Dessert ˜

Slice of Du-par s Fruit or Cream Pie

Dinner for 2: $50 or $29.95 per person

Children 3-11 yrs. $17.95 includes Ice Cream Scoop - dine-in only
Dine-In
Take-Out
Delivery

Follow Us!

@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 • frances@dupars-psr.com
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
April 10 and April 16. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

At 1:22 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1100
block of Kings.

April 10

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1200 block of N.
Clark at midnight.

At 1:30 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Charleville and
Arnaz.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 200 block of S. El
Camino at 1 p.m.
At 10:23 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
9400 block of Dayton.

April 11
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8800 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
N. Doheny at 8:20 a.m.

April 11

At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1000
block of Edinburgh.

At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 400
block of S. Smithwood.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8900 block of
Santa Monica at 1:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of N. Alta
at 11:58 p.m.

At 3:26 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1200
block of Horn.

At midnight, an unknown suspect
stole auto parts in the 200 block of
N. Clark.

April 12

April 12
A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Rodeo and Elevado at 2:10 p.m.
At 3:33 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of S. Rexford.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1200 block of N.
Laurel at 8:50 a.m.
At noon, an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8400 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 900 block of N.
Larrabee at noon.

April 13

At 12:30 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 8400 block of Sunset.

At 2:39 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 100
block of N. Arnaz.

April 13

April 14
At 11:35 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 100 block of N. Maple.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 600 block of N.
Doheny at 1:25 p.m.
At 3:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a commercial theft in
the 200 block of N. Rodeo.

At 2:52 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8600
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 900 block of
Hancock at 2:58 p.m.
At 6:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 9000
block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of
Sweetzer at 10:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 9700 block of
Wilshire at 3:50 p.m.

April 14

April 15

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 9000
block of Santa Monica.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 100
block of N. La Cienega.
A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Sunset and Rexford at 10:33
p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 9000 block of
Melrose at 7:31 a.m.
At 9:45 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 1200 block of
N. Vista.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7800 block of Santa
Monica at 11:30 a.m.

April 10

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
800 block of N. La Cienega.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 500 block of N.
Flores at 12:01 a.m.
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 700
block of N. La Cienega.

April 15
At 6:55 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of N. San Vicente.

Mansfield at 6 p.m.

April 14

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1600 block of N. Formosa.

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1300
block of Londonderry.

April 16

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 400 block of
Alandele at 8:45 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Wilcox and
Hollywood at 3:25 a.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8300 block of Santa
Monica at 1 p.m.

At 10:45 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Yucca and Ivar.

At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1800
block of N. Cahuenga.

At 9:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 600
block of N. San Vicente.

April 12

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 600 block of N.
Spaulding at 8:55 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 800 block of Palm
at 1 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7000
block of Santa Monica.

Los Angeles Police
Department
April 10

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 400 block of N. Fairfax at
12:15 a.m.
At 3:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of S. La Brea.

At 12:15 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a theft in the 1600
block of N. El Centro.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of N.
Norton at 9 a.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6600 block of Hollywood
at 2:50 a.m.

At 10:20 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
6600 block of Wilshire.

At 3:30. a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of S. Orange.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Crescent Heights and Maryland at
noon.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1400 block of
Vine at 4:30 a.m.
At 5:10 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
500 block of N. Hayworth.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1300 block of
S. Roxbury at 10 a.m.
At 12:40 p.m., an unknown suspect pickpocketed a victim in the
1600 block of N. El Centro.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 600 block of N.
Martel at 3 p.m.
At 3:49 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 7300 block
of Melrose.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of
N. Las Palmas at 5 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Sunset and
Hayworth.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6100 block of
Wilshire at 7:20 p.m.
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Selma and Wilcox.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1200 block of S.
La Brea at 10:15 p.m.
At 11:50 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1700
block of N. Argyle.

At 1:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6300 block
of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7400 block of Melrose at
2:15 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 700
block of N. Van Ness.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 400 block of S.
Willaman at 6:30 p.m.
At 8:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle in the 400
block of N. La Cienega.

April 13
At 12:20 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
900 block of Seward.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6200 block of
Melrose at 3 a.m.
At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Sierra Bonita and
DeLongpre.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 9500 block of
Alcott at 7:15 a.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7100 block of DeLongpre.
An unknown suspect stole a bicycle in the 6300 block of Third at 8
p.m.

April 11

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of N. Hayworth.

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
800 block of N. La Cienega.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1400 block of N.
Fairfax at 9 p.m.

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 300 block of Hauser at 1:50
a.m.

At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 700
block of Cole.

At 1:57 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
600 block of N. La Cienega.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of
Tamarind at 2 p.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of S. Detroit.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1400 block of N.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 8400 block of
First at 9:30 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
100 block of N. Arden.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1500 block of N.
Martel at 10 p.m.
At 10:10 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim near
Hollywood and Cherokee.

At 12:10 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
5400 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect committed a
theft near the corner of Wilshire
and Western at 5 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of N. Ogden.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1300 block of
N. Detroit at 7 p.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 100
block of S. Robertson.
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Start with the soup, stay for the ambiance

Mr. C in Beverly Hills
The front patio at Mr. C Beverly
Hills is a delightful dining experience, with the light pink linen
tablecloths, Mr. C logo China and
the staff dressed in white jackets
and black bowties.
Our friendly server Ohad
offered us a Bellini as an apertif.
This bubbly cocktail was invented
by Giuseppe Cipriani in 1948 after
he opened Harry’s Bar in Venice.
He mixed Italian Prosecco white
wine with white peach juice, and
soon it became an Italian sensa-

tion. To this day it is one of the
most famous cocktails served at
celebrations in Italy.
When our drinks arrived, our
server also presented a few bowls
of small cicchetti like flavorful
Italian green olives and slightly
salty, bite size pieces of Italian
parmesan cheese, plus a bowl of
lightly breaded, fried zucchini
chips to nibble on while we
looked at the menu.
A bread basket arrived with a
variety of sliced Italian and olive

photo by Jill Weinlein

Guests at Mr. C receive fine dining table service throughout their culinary journey.

By Jill Weinlein
bread, along with bread sticks
served with chilled butter.
The soup of the day was a
legume soup with no cream, our
server said.
“It’s one of the healthiest dishes
on the menu,” Ohad said.
Since the evening air was chilly,
I ordered it for my starter.
“People come in for our soups,
because they are vegetarian and
have leeks and cauliflower in the
vegetable stock,” Ohad added.
After one spoonful of the velvety smooth, light yellow soup, I
understood why it has a following.
We then ordered the baby artichoke salad topped with a crown
of thin sheets of Parmesan cheese,
and shredded artichoke and
creamy avocado underneath. It
was dressed with just a squeeze of
lemon juice, a splash of olive oil
and a pinch of salt and pepper. The
salty sweetness of the cheese and
tanginess of the citrus really came
through in this salad.
Looking at the wine menu, it
mainly lists Italian, French and
California wines. We ordered a
glass of Italian Zonin Pinot Grigio
and Pinot Noir wine. It’s a familyowned vintner since 1821, and
both went nicely with the eggplant
parmesan appetizer. The Pinot
Grigio offered an array of pear,
apple and peach notes that complemented the thinly sliced eggplant in a fresh tomato sauce with
cubes of melted mozzarella cheese
and basil leaves.

photo by Jill Weinlein

The legume soup at Mr. C is velvety smooth yet made without any
cream. Cauliflower adds thickness to the broth.

We also ordered two of the specials of the day: the homemade
black ink fettuccine with crab and
tomatoes in a light creamy sauce,
and the grilled swordfish with
salsa verde and roasted potatoes.
The black ribbon pasta was
served tableside and split on two
plates. The swordfish arrived simply plated with perfect checkerboard grill marks, and the crispy
potato medallions wer served separately.
Ohad brought us two cakes to
view as potential desserts. He told
us that the bread and pastries are
made in-house early in the morning. Even though Mr. C’s is
known for their delicious tiramisu,
we ordered a slice of lemon cake
with peaks of meringue torched to

a beautiful golden brown, and a
slice of flourless chocolate cake
with glistening chocolate frosting.
Mr. C Beverly Hills offers
Angelenos a culinary trip to Italy
with impeccable service and elegant atmosphere. For Mother’s
Day, the restaurant is offering a
bountiful buffet with a variety of
stations. Guests can choose items
from the egg station, bread and
cheese station, select a variety of
cold cuts, salads, grilled vegetables, pastas and roasted salmon
medallions with lemon and
capers, plus dessert options. The
cost for this May 8 special is $85
per person. For parties of six or
more call the restaurant directly.
$$$ 1224 Beverwil Drive,
(310)226-6245.

‘Tootsie’ musical debuts at Dolby Theater
Broadway in Hollywood is
pleased
to
announce
that “Tootsie,” featuring a Tony
Award-winning book by Robert
Horn and a score by 2018 Tonywinner David Yazbek, will celebrate
its L.A. premiere in Hollywood at
the Dolby Theatre from April 26 to
May 15.
“Tootsie” will play Tuesdays
through Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays
at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., and Sundays at
1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
“I worked painfully hard to make
it incredibly funny, hopefully touching at times, and to invite the audience to be a part of the humor, not
just observers of it,” Horn said. “No
book of a musical exists without a
score, and David Yazbek and I
worked together to create this. I
think the secret to a successful book
is how seamlessly it can work with
the score that it feels like one person
wrote it all. He and I laughed for
three years non-stop creating this
show, and I think that joy and leftof-center humor has its handprint
throughout what you see onstage.”
“When I watch audiences watch
the show and hear that tsunami of
communal laughter that just builds
and builds throughout the night and
lifts the ceiling, I wish I could let
audiences know that writing the
show was that exact same experi-
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The national tour of the musical “Tootsie” will be hitting the Dolby Theater
stage starting April 26 for a three-week engagement. .

ence. David is insane in the most
glorious way, and my absolute love
of collaborating with him is a huge
part of what makes the show so joyous,” he added.
Tickets start at $30 and are available for purchase online at broadwayinhollywood.com or ticket-

master.com or at the Dolby Theatre
box office located at 6801
Hollywood Boulevard. Tickets may
also be purchased at the Hollywood
Pantages Theatre box office located
at 6233 Hollywood Boulevard.
“Tootsie” is recommended for
ages 12 and up.

Pizza

chicken, roasted pumpkin, Oaxaca
melting cheese and rajas con crema.
The Love Bug is a potato gratin
topped with truffle gruyere cheese
sauce, jambon ham and onion confit. 124th St., (213)221-2433, and
933 S. Broadway, (213)608-3014.

from page 13

vored. A Firebird Seoul Kitchen
pizza is named for its spiced pork
belly, shiitake mushrooms, kimchi
tomato sauce and Asian pear. The
Impala LowRider pizza has Mole
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Celebrate
National Blueberry Pie Day
Thursday, April 28!

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447
frances@dupars-psr.com
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‘The Batman’ is pure emo, as it should be

n The latest Bat flick arrives on HBO Max early, bringing all the

gloom, doom and boom other superhero films lack
Since his live action debut,
Batman has undergone various
transformations from camp to gritty realism. But the key to a good
Bat film is Nirvana. A voiceover
narration invokes a rich film noir
history as the latest Dark Knight
(Robert Pattinson) reflects on the
soul of Gotham City, while Kurt
Cobain’s low, creaking voice sings,
“Underneath the bridge tarp has
sprung a leak.”
In emo’s golden age, grunge rock
always served as a primary source
of inspiration (the Sub Pop Records
connection between Nirvana and
emo elders Sunny Day Real Estate
sure helped). So Pattinson’s nowdubbed emo Batman – thanks to
some excessive brooding and black
makeup around the eyes to ensure
the eyes alone escape his cowl – fittingly remembers where it all
began: somber ballads.
Following a decade of mediocre
Batman moviemaking (for a
Snyder defense or lamenting
Batman fatigue, look elsewhere),
“The Batman” plays like a slow

song that gradually crescendos into
a full-blown screamo anthem over
three hours. And it’s never dull or
repetitive despite its atmospheric
dedication.
“The Batman” covers a lot of
ground as Bats tracks new serial
killer the Riddler’s (Paul Dano)
murders. With each dead body,
clues reveal a dark secret that spans
law enforcement, local government
and even organized crime. Bats
might even need to face his own
past and personal demons, with the
help of some Cobain, of course.
For the uninitiated, Batman
arrived as part of the Detective
Comics series, deemed “the
world’s greatest detective” in the
1940s, but only a couple scenes
across a dozen films wink to that
aspect of the characters. “The
Batman” corrects this, replacing an
action premise with a buddy detective story with Batman working
alongside Officer Jim Gordon
(Jeffrey Wright) despite the police
force’s misgivings about informally deputizing a vigilante.

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures

Robert Pattinson may be the most compelling Batman yet in the latest
film about the iconic character.

Like a true detective story,
Batman must pore through evidence, conduct research and question various unsavory figures like
Oz, aka the Penguin (Colin Farrell
sporting some incredible makeup
to fit the part), and crime boss
Carmine Falcone (John Turtorro).
It’s easily the most complex superhero film ever made, which makes
the time fly by.
Now what’s more emo than a
love story, and not a happy one.
How can a dude canvassing a city
in a cape and bullet-proof armor
ever hope to settle down?
Certainly, his trusted butler Alfred
(Andy Serkis) might love for him
to find safer hobbies, become the
public face of the mighty Wayne
family 20 years after his parents’
murder.
But most Batman stories dwell
in darkness. In the past, filmmakers tried to have it both ways, give
Bruce Wayne a love interest and a
glimmer of hope. This time, any
specks of happily ever after come
with a whole lotta baggage. To
start, this Bruce spends most of the
film in costume. To call him Bruce
seems disingenuous. That doesn’t
help any relationship bloom.
Still, this is the most arousing
Bat film to date. None, absolutely
none, of the previous films concerned themselves with sexual
chemistry, but Batman and Selina

TCM Festival celebrates anniversary of ‘E.T.’

Turner Classic Movies Drew
Barrymore and Henry Thomas will
appear at the 40th anniversary
screening of the beloved family
sci-fi film “E.T. the ExtraTerrestrial” (1982) during the 2022
TCM Classic Film Festival. They
will join director Steven Spielberg,
producer Kathleen Kennedy, and
actors Dee Wallace and Robert
McNaughton on the red carpet
during opening night of the festival, held in Hollywood from
Thursday, April 21, to Sunday,
April 24.
The festival’s theme is “All
Together Now: Back to the Big
Screen,” and other highlights will
include writer, director and actor
Warren Beatty introducing his film
“Heaven Can Wait” (1978), Jane
Seymour appearing at a screening
of “Somewhere in Time” (1980), a
reunion of “A League of Their
Own” (1992) cast members Lori
Petty, Anne Ramsay, Ann Cusack,
Megan Cavanagh and Jon Lovitz,
actress Pam Grier introducing
“Coffy” (1973), an appearance by
Paula Abdul to discuss her friend
and mentor Gene Kelly alongside
a screening of “Singin’ in the
Rain” (1952) and a 40th anniversary screening of “Annie” (1982)
with star Aileen Quinn.
Lily Tomlin will also receive her
hand and footprints at the TCL
Chinese Theater as part of the festivities on Friday, April 22.
Other stars slated to appear over
the weekend include Kevin Bacon,
Paul Reiser, Steve Guttenberg,

Tim Daly, Topher Grace, Margaret
O’Brien, Leonard Maltin, Mario
Cantone, Diane Baker, Kate
Flannery, Catherine Hicks, Piper
Laurie, Adam Shankman, Mink
Stole and Richard Benjamin.
Festival passes for the annual
event are still available at filmfes-

tival.tcm.com/attend. Individual
tickets for most screenings are
$20, with a 50% discount for students with a valid student ID.
For more information about
individual tickets visit filmfestival.tcm.com/attend/individualtickets.

Rainy
Season
is here!
Call Now!

Full Serivce Residential and
Commercial Roofer
Locally owned & operated since 1925.
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts
• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood
(323)469-2981
www.supremeroofing.com

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures

Batman (Robert Pattinson) and Selina Kyle (Zoë Kravitz) have incredible
chemistry in “The Batman.”

Kyle (Zoë Kravitz), perhaps
deemed Catwoman in a future
installment, work some movie
magic.
Charms of previous Batmen
were wasted. Apparently all it takes
is a once-tween vampire channeling social stunted behavior paired
with a talented cat thief in search of
her missing friend. And the outcome is electric. Not even Bruce’s
poor-fitting suit during a funeral
ceremony or bad hair can stop this
Batman and Catwoman, though
that hair emits big emo energy.
Frankly, the only notable imperfection is that hair, though there is
one green-screen shot of the Caped
Crusader as he descends a building
via squirrel wingsuit. Forgive
them. “Wonder Woman 1984” did
much worse. Otherwise, it’s a perfect film with incredible cinematography, incredible performances from all parties involved
and a haunting non-emo score by
Oscar-winner Michael Giacchino

(“Up,” “Lost”).
This is the opposite of a Marvel
film by far: eerie blasted at 11, so
dark any house lights hinder viewing. It begs for an R rating that
Warner Bros. likely rejected. That’s
to the film’s credit. This one dances
around horror and outright gratuity,
but the vibe is entirely more mature
than “The Dark Knight’s” most
brutal moments.
All praise belongs to the biggest
emo kid of ‘em all: director and cowriter Matt Reeves. How else do
you go from directing “Pallbearer”
and writing for “Felicity” to helming “Cloverfield,” crazy vamp flick
“Let Me In” and a couple “Ape”
epics?
He knows his way around pop
content as well as stories that
explore the emotional core, coming
to an unprecedented climax with
“The Batman,” a visual, narrative,
aesthetic delight worth experiencing often and frequently. Now
that’s emo.
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USC dance students to perform at The Wallis

Please join us for the USC
Kaufman debut performance at the
Wallis Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts’ Bram Goldsmith
Theater. In this event, accomplished dance students from
the University of Southern
California will perform a variety
of works by world-renowned
choreographers.
Repertory includes excerpts
of “Rodeo” by Tony Award-winning choreographer Justin Peck,
staged by artist in residence
Michael
Breeden, “Minus
16” by Israeli choreographer and
Batsheva Dance Company house
choreographer Ohad Naharin,
staged by faculty member Bret
Easterling and featuring new works
by artist in residence Tessandra
Chavez (“World of Dance”), artist
in residence Doug Varone (Doug
Varone and Dancers), faculty member Achinta S. McDaniel (Blue13
Dance Company) and artist in residence Toyin Sogunro (Nefer
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USC Kaufman dance majors rehearsing Tessandra Chavez’s “Big White
Room.”

Global Movement).
Performances will be held on
April 21-23 at 7:30 p.m, as well as
at 3 p.m. on April 23. The Wallis is

located at 9390 N. Santa Monica
Blvd. To purchase tickets, visit
tickets.thewallis.org/overview/167
90?psn=16790.

‘Signs of Life’ previews at Griffith Observatory
Advanced previews of “Signs
of Life” are set to begin April 25
for the first signature production
to be created exclusively for the
Samuel Oschin Planetarium at
Griffith Observatory in over a
decade.
“Signs of Life” is an astronomical detective story that propels
visitors to uncover what it took to
put life in the universe.
Previews include complimentary parking and special access to

Griffith Observatory’s exhibits and
telescopes on an evening that the
Observatory is closed to the public.
“Signs of Life” previews will be
held April 25 and May 2 at 6:30
p.m.
Following the program, attendees are invited to enjoy evening
observing and continued full
access to the building and its
instruments until 9:30 p.m.
The Griffith Observatory is

located at 2800 East Observatory
Road.
Tickets are on sale now and
are $70 per person for Foundation
members and $100 per person for
non-members. Parking is included. Advance tickets are required
and there will be no on-site sales
or walkups.
To purchase tickets, visit griffithobservatory.org/event/signsof-life-special-preview-april-25.

Miljenko Matijević will perform on April 29 at 7 p.m. at the Korean Cultural
Center Los Angeles’ “Flashpoint 429.”

‘Flashpoint 429’ marks 30th
anniversary of L.A. Riots

The Korean Cultural Center Los Angeles will present a special performance of “Flashpoint 429” at Ari Hall. “Flashpoint 429” is a concert that
brings together community leaders and musicians to commemorate the
30th anniversary of the L.A. Uprising / 429 (April 29, 1992).
Emile Mack, a retired LAFD Deputy Chief, will join as a speaker. Mack
is a Korean adoptee who was raised by an African American family. Lora
King, daughter of Rodney King, will also deliver a message about the L.A.
Riots via video.
Musical guests will include Miljenko Matijević, an all-time favorite
rocker among many Koreans. He will play the Korean song “Rain” from the
Korean TV program “Masked Singer,” the inspiration for the FOX television series. Matijević will also perform “She’s Gone” and his recent release,
“Trust in Love.”
“Flashpoint 429” will also feature Pansori singer Yunwoon Seo, who
will collaborate with Frank Fontaine, Edward Resto, and Joe Rotondi.
Tickets are free but reservations are required. The event will be held on
April 29 at 7 p.m. The Korean Cultural Center Los Angeles is located at
5505 Wilshire Blvd. For more information and to purchase tickets visit.
kccla.org.

ROSEWOOD STEM MAGNET
URBAN PLANNING & URBAN DESIGN

Be a part of the first
Urban Planning
and Urban Design STEM magnet
in LAUSD!
We ™ Our Students!
Rosewood is a community that nurtures the whole child and through a STEM focus,
with an urban planning and urban design theme, there are many pathways to meet your child’s interests.
Rosewood has a full time music teacher with students receiving music theory, keyboarding and ukulele.
Students take part in the Mindfulness Lab, Science Lab,
Technology Lab, and our brand new Makerspace.
Rosewood is also a Social Emotional Focus school.

Visit www.rosewoodelementary.org
or call (323)651-0166
503 N. CROFT AVENUE LOS ANGELES, CA 90048
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Beverly Hills hosts spring gardening classes

The Beverly Hills Community
Services Department is encouraging people to sign up for new spring
workshops including Gardening for
Caregivers on Sunday, May 15, and
Indoor Gardening on Sunday, May
24. Both workshops, which are
intended for adults, begin at 11 a.m.
at Greystone Mansion and Gardens,
905 Loma Vista Drive.
Additionally, the city is holding a
Junior Master Gardening Workshop
for youth ages 7-13 on Sunday,
April 24, at 11 a.m. at Greystone
Mansion and Gardens. To register
for the spring gardening classes,
visit beverlyhills.org/bhrec.
“Gardening for Caregivers” is
open to all adults looking for an
activity that is therapeutic and can
be used in service to elderly and

disabled individuals, and those with
mental health issues.
“Our gardening enrichment
classes play such a vital part in our
community. For those that attend,
including the elderly, these classes
not only provide an opportunity for
social interaction and connection to
nature, but they are a break from
our busy schedules and provide an
opportunity to reaffirm old gardening skills or perhaps learn new
ones,” said Pamela Korst, wellness
professional and co-instructor of
the class.
The Indoor Gardening Workshop
offers instruction on how to grow
vegetables indoors, under artificial
or natural sunlight, or using an
enclosed hydroponic system. The
workshop covers plant and contain-

er selection, soil, lighting, fertilizers
and pesticides.
“All of our adult enrichment
classes [are] an exercise of the body
and mind, and involve problem-

solving to stimulate our thinking
and physical activity which helps to
improve endurance, flexibility and
strength,” said George Pessin, master gardener for the Beverly Hills
Community Services Department.
“It especially provides seniors and
others with sensory stimulation and

social interaction. The fact that we
also get nutritious, organic, homegrown produce at the end of the day
is just the proverbial cherry on the
cake.”
For information, call (310)2856850,
or
visit
beverlyhills.org/bhrec.
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Metro hopes free rides on Earth Day will prompt people to use public
transportation more often.

Metro offers free rides on Earth Day
The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority will offer free rides on its
bus, rail and bike share system on
Earth Day, Friday, April 22.
The free rides are being offered in
recognition of public transit’s role in
helping to improve the environment
and reduce greenhouse gases that
cause climate change. Metro hopes
more people will try public transit,
which provides a healthy and sustainable transportation alternative
for commuters.
All Metro bus routes and rail lines
will be free from 3 a.m. on April 22
to 2:59 a.m. on April 23. Bus fare
boxes will be deactivated, and all

train station fare gates will be
opened to enable people to freely
use public transit.
Riders are encouraged to use the
Metro Transit app to plan trips.
Metro operates 119 bus lines, six
rail lines and more than 200 bike
share stations. To redeem a free
Metro Bike Share ride, select “1Ride” at any Metro Bike Share
kiosk, online or in the Metro Bike
Share app, and enter the promo code
042222. The code can be redeemed
multiple times throughout the day.
Metrolink will also offer free
rides on all trains on April 22.
Tickets will not be required.
For information, visit metro.net.

Volunteers sought for Earth Day
fern planting in Griffith Park

In honor of Earth Day, Friends of
Griffith Park invites volunteers to
join in planting 100 namesake ferns
along the Fern Dell stream bed. The
event will kick off at 8:30 a.m. on
April 23 with remarks from
Councilmember Nithya Raman.
Following the planting, members
of the public are invited to participate
on a guided nature hike, led by the
Department of Recreation & Parks’
ecologist, Courtney McCammon, at
9:30 a.m. From 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m., Council District 4 will host an

open-air ‘Eco-Village’ fair featuring
community partners including LA
Compost, Neighborhood Council
Sustainability Alliance, Habits of
Waste, LA SAN/RecycLA, South
Coast Air Quality Management
District, Narrated Objects, Biocitizen
and At the Birdhouse.
The stream bed is located at 2333
Fern Dell Dr. Parking is available at
the Section 9 parking lot off Fern
Dell Drive on the southwest side.
For more information and volunteer sign-up visit bit.ly/cd4earthday.

Join Mid City West for CPR training

The Mid City West Neighborhood
Council is holding a hands-only CPR
workshop on Sunday, April 24, from
10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Melrose
Trading Post.
Every second counts during a

medical emergency, and Mid City
West is seeking volunteers for CPR
training. The Melrose Trading Post is
located at 7850 Melrose Av., on the
campus of Fairfax High School. For
information, visit midcitywest.org.

You are invited to our
Annual Science Fair
Wed., April 27, 5-7 pm
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LAUSD makes progress toward pandemic recovery
BY NICK MELVOIN
After more than two years of an
unprecedented crisis in our schools
and communities, the Los Angeles
Unified School District is turning a
corner toward a sense of normalcy
for kids and families. As your elected LAUSD board member, I’m
happy to provide an update on the
district’s COVID-19 recovery
efforts and shifting protocols, the
district’s new superintendent
Alberto Carvalho and upcoming
projects to enhance learning opportunities in West Hollywood, the
Fairfax District and surrounding
communities.
In accordance with new state and
county public health guidance, the
masking requirement has been lifted in LAUSD school facilities. We
will still continue to provide masks
for anyone who wants one. The district’s first-rate safety protocols –
including our comprehensive testing operation, state of the art ventilation upgrades and additional sanitizing practices – have made it possible to successfully keep 100% of
schools open throughout this entire
school year, even during the
Omicron and Delta variant surges.
We will continue to monitor health
conditions and adapt our protocols
to keep kids safely in the classroom
while aligning with public health
guidance.
We also welcomed our new
superintendent, Carvalho, who
came to Los Angeles from Miami
with a long-tenured record of success, deep knowledge of the education system and a personal journey

as an immigrant and English learner who overcame homelessness.
His ambitious 100-Day Plan focuses on listening to the needs of our
communities, accelerating academic progress and putting students at
the center of decisions. He has
already gotten to work supporting
students academically and socioemotionally as we continue to prioritize their recovery from the toll
of the past two years.
I will continue advocating for
more resources and opportunities to
help our school communities flourish, locally and across the district.
To aid in students’ recovery from
the past two years, we have invested in more arts and music programming, enrichment opportunities,
tutoring services and mental health
resources across all of our schools.
We are beginning the initial stages
of an exciting campus modernization project at Fairfax High, and the
board has approved several additional projects to upgrade our learning environments at West
Hollywood
Elementary,
Wonderland Elementary and
Hollywood High. We are also
working to increase green space on
our campuses, with an educational
school garden at Bancroft Middle
School and a new outdoor classroom coming soon to Laurel Early
Education Center. We’re excited to
continue supporting the new
Cinematic Arts and Creative
Technologies Magnet at Laurel
Span School, and look forward to
the new Arts Integration Magnet
program beginning at Gardner
Elementary this fall.
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The façade of the new Empire at Fairfax residences in West Hollywood
features a public art display symbolizing traffic patterns in the area.

Glass art reveals traffic on Fairfax

Judson Studios, the oldest family-run stained glass studio in the
United States, has fabricated and
installed a new public artwork in
West Hollywood.
Designed by artist Laurie Frick,
“FLOW: Fairfax Traffic Data” is
located on the façade of the new
five-story Empire at Fairfax residences at Fairfax Avenue and
Romaine Street. Brightly colored,
kiln-fired glass art was used to visualize traffic patterns in the neighborhood.
“For this massive project, I wanted an idea that will appeal not only
to people who live in the building
and see it up close, but also to the
random driver who passes by or the
commuter who drives by that spot
every day. A simple graphic pattern
that people would be happy to see
day after day,” Frick said.
“Growing up in Los Angeles, I
know how essential traffic patterns
are to life here. With this work, traffic data becomes something artful
in a section of the city where traffic
is not normally beloved.”
Empire at Fairfax was built by
the Empire Property Group.
“We always fall in love with the

most recent projects that we’ve
completed,” Empire Property
Group founder and managing partner Craig Berberian said. “And
Empire at Fairfax is absolutely no
different … but this one feels a little
extra special. The artwork installation by Laurie Frick and fabrication
by Judson Studios truly enhances
the vibrant feeling of the property
and the community.”
Using the data from West
Hollywood’s Open Data portal, the
artist built bar charts tracking the
number of northbound and southbound vehicles traveling past the
property. The highest traffic flow is
represented in green and the lowest
in red. To accurately represent traffic flow, Frick used small squares of
clear glass to map cumulative traffic over 24 hours. She flipped
northbound and southbound charts
on end, overlapping them to fit into
the tall, narrow glass façade that
covers the building’s exterior stairwell from top to bottom.
The project is part of West
Hollywood’s Urban Art Program.
For information, visit weho.org,
empireatfairfax.com and judsonstudios.com.

The COVID-19 crisis has laid
bare the inequities so many
Americans are facing –including
the failures in our public education
system that predated the pandemic.
As we continue to navigate our path
to recovery, I’m committed to
doing better than simply returning
to normal in our schools. We got
through one of the darkest periods
in recent history, and now we have
an opportunity to build a brighter
future for our kids.
You can always find more information on my website at boardmembermelvoin.com.
Follow
@nickmelvoinBD4 on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram for the latest
news and updates.
- Guest columnist LAUSD Board
Vice President Nick Melvoin

photo courtesy of LAUSD Board Vice President Nick Melvoin’s office

LAUSD Board Vice President Nick Melvoin recently visited students at
Third Street Elementary School to make sure they have the resources
they need for learning.
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Temple welcomes authors Museum explores Jewish history in Shanghai
for ‘conversations’ series
The Wilshire Boulevard
Temple will present conversations with authors during several
upcoming events at its Audrey
Irmas Pavilion.
Bestselling author, “Family
Guy” writer and HBO star Gary
Janetti will talk to SNL alum
Casey Wilson about “Start
Without Me (I'll Be There in a
Minute)” on May 3 at 8 p.m.
Janetti will discuss his collection
of hilarious and true-life stories
about the small moments that add
up to a big life.
Eliza Reid, the First Lady of
Iceland, will examine her adopted
homeland’s attitude toward
women. Speaking with author
Lisa Napoli (“Susan, Linda, Nina
& Cokie: The Extraordinary
Story of the Founding Mothers of
NPR”), Reid will discuss her new
book “Secrets of the Sprakkar:
Iceland's Extraordinary Women

and How They Are Changing the
World” on May 9 at 8 p.m. The
talk will look at what Americans
can learn from what Icelanders
have discovered about women’s
powerful place in society and
how increased fairness can benefit everyone.
Rabbi Steven Leder of Wilshire
Boulevard Temple will talk to
actress Amanda Kloots (author
and co-host of “The Talk”) about
“For You When I Am Gone:
Twelve Essential Questions to
Tell a Life Story” on June 12 at 4
p.m.
Each in-person event will also
be available for online viewing.
Admission is $20, or $48 with the
signed book of each author. The
Wilshire Boulevard Temple is
located at 3643 Wilshire Blvd.
For
information
visit
livetalksla.org/events/upcomingevents.

Concert features musical
responses to the Holocaust

The Lowell Milken Center for
Music of American Jewish
Experience at the UCLA Herb
Alpert School of Music presents
“American Jewish Composers’
Responses to the Holocaust,” featuring the Lyris Quartet, on
Thursday, April 28, in Lani Hall at
the UCLA Herb Alpert School of
Music.

The free program will feature the
Lyris Quartet performing “Different
Trains” by Steve Raich as well as
other compositions written in
response to the Holocaust by
American Jewish composers.
To RSVP, visit schoolofmusic.ucla.edu/event/american-jewish-composers-response-to-the-holocaust.

Music legend gets star
treatment in Hollywood

Legendary music producer Lou Adler, accompanied by his friend
Jack Nicholson, received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in
this photograph in the April 13, 2006, issue of the Beverly Press and
Park Labrea News. Adler received a star in the recording category at
6901 Hollywood Blvd. He helped create the Monterey International
Pop Festival and produced music by Jan & Dean, Sam Cooke, The
Mamas & the Papas, Johnny Rivers, Barry McGuire, Scott McKenzie,
The Grass Roots, Spirit and Carole King. At the time, Adler and
Nicholson frequently sat courtside together at Los Angeles Lakers
Games. The Hollywood Chamber of Commerce has been adding
many stars to the Walk of Fame lately including actor Bob Odenkirk,
who was honored on April 18 at 1725 Vine Street. Actress Jean Smart
will receive a star at 6150 Hollywood Blvd. at 11:30 a.m. on April 25.

Holocaust Museum L.A. presents
“Hidden History: Recounting the
Shanghai Jewish Story,” an exhibit
about the little known story of the
resettled Jewish community of
Shanghai opening on Sunday, April
24, and running through midAugust.
The exhibit is sponsored by East
West Bank and told through the
museum’s collection of artifacts, as
well as artifacts on loan from families who lived in Shanghai and the
intimate photographs of Arthur
Rothstein. Prior to the Holocaust, the
Shanghai Jewish community included 1,000 Sephardic Jews who
arrived from Iraq in the mid-1800s,
as well as a few thousand Ashkenazi
Jews who fled Russia. During the
1930s, Nazi violence and antisemitic
policy forced German and Austrian
Jewish refugees to flee, but few
countries would let them in.
Shanghai became an unexpected
refuge for the Jewish refugees.
Following Pearl Harbor and the
Japanese’s full occupation of the
city, the Jewish refugees were forced
to relocate to the Shanghai Ghetto.
Five families’ experiences in
Shanghai are highlighted in the
exhibit: the Medavoy, Maimann,
Kolber, Friedmann and Millett families. The exhibit also features a
yarmulke (kippah) on loan from the
Skirball Cultural Center. Family artifacts on display include postcards
from concentration camps, a
ketubah (Jewish marriage contract)
written in Chinese and a tallit
(prayer shawl) embroidered with the
Star of David and a wreath of plum

photo courtesy of Holocaust Museum L.A.

The exhibit at Holocaust Museum L.A. includes artifacts from Jewish
families living in Shanghai, China, including documents issued to residents.

blossoms, symbolic of resilience and
perseverance in Chinese culture.
Rothstein, an award winning photojournalist, documented the
Shanghai Jewish community for the
United Nations in 1946. His portraits
convey the multifaceted stories of
desperation, loss and refuge, organizers said.
A private opening event titled
“Refugees, War and Hate:
Understanding the Intersection of
Antisemitism and Refugee Crises”
will be held April 24 at 4 p.m. at the
museum. It will feature a panel dis-

cussion with U.S. Reps. Ted Lieu
and Adam Schiff, Academy Awardwinning producer Mike Medavoy,
whose family artifacts are on loan to
the museum for the exhibit, and
Rothstein’s daughter, Dr. Ann
Rothstein Segan. Tickets to view the
private event virtually are $100.
Holocaust Museum L.A. is located at 100 The Grove Drive. For
information, visit holocaustmuseumla.org/event-details/refugeeswar-and-hate-understanding-theintersection-of-antisemitism-andrefugee-crises.
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Avant murderer sentenced
From page 1
Police Department notified other
law enforcement agencies. LAPD
officers who arrested Maynor for
the Hollywood burglary realized
he was likely involved in the
crime in Beverly Hills. The suspect was treated for the gunshot
wound to his foot and turned over
to BHPD investigators, who
announced his arrest on Dec. 2.
Police recovered an AR-15style gun and bullet shell casings
at the home on Graciosa Drive.
They were tested and compared to
bullets and shell casings found at
the Avant residence, and were
determined to have been used in
both crimes, according to the affidavit filed before sentencing.
Officers also found a red, righthand glove at the Hollywood
crime scene that matched a red,
left-hand glove recovered at the
Avant residence. DNA testing
later linked both gloves to
Maynor. A Lexus found at the
scene in Hollywood also matched
a vehicle seen on cameras near the
home in Trousdale Estates, and
later driving out of Beverly Hills
toward Hollywood.
Additionally, police found evidence on Maynor’s phone tying
him to both crimes. Officers determined that on Nov. 30, the day
before the Avant murder, Google
searches were made on Maynor’s
phone for “Clarence Avant,” the
address of the Avant residence and
“how do you cock an ar15,”
according to the affidavit.
Prosecutors said the defendant
showed no remorse for the crime.
The affidavit filed before sentencing detailed a Dec. 19 call
Maynor made from jail to a
female friend in which he
bragged and laughed about the
situation and the publicity surrounding the crimes. The female
friend replied, “That’s not funny.
That’s somebody’s life. That’s not
funny,” according to the affidavit.
Maynor replied, “I know. I know.
I’m sorry. Aye, I’m all over the
news though, huh.”
Maynor also told the friend that
he expected to take $50,000 from
the Avant residence, that he killed
a woman and that he committed
another burglary where he accidentally shot himself, the affidavit
read. It also detailed a Dec. 22 call
Maynor made from jail to another
friend in which he bragged that he
wouldn’t face the death penalty or
life without parole because of
policies instituted by the district
attorney’s office.
“I’m gonna get out of jail. I’ll
probably do like 20 … 25, get out,

you feel me?” he told the friend,
according to the affidavit.
After the sentencing, Los
Angeles County District Attorney
George Gascón said justice was
served.
“Because of a completely
senseless act, Los Angeles lost
Jacqueline Avant, a community
leader and philanthropist. Her
murder sent shockwaves through
our community, prompting fear,
concern and a tremendous sense
of loss. Given the sentence [on
April 19], Mr. Maynor will be
ineligible for early parole, and will
spend the rest of his life in
prison,” Gascón said. “This sentence and conclusion of this case
also prevents a painful and
lengthy process of trial for the
Avant family, a process that can be
traumatizing. There was never any
doubt that we were going to pursue this case rigorously, this case
shocks us all. Our office has, and
will continue to seek to hold
accountable those who cause
grievous harm in our communities.”
Beverly
Hills
Police
Department spokesman Giovanni
Trejo also reflected on Maynor’s
sentencing.
“As we said from the very
beginning, our goal was always to
make sure justice was served,”
Trejo said. “Unfortunately, we
can’t bring back the life that was
taken. We’re happy that this is
somewhat of a conclusion to a
traumatic event for the family and
the entire city of Beverly Hills.”
Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse
expressed gratitude to the BHPD
for its thorough work investigating the case. Bosse has criticized
Gascón for policies she believes
have led to an increase in crime
and supports an effort to recall the
district attorney.
“I would like to once again send
my deepest condolences to the
Avant family. The loss of
Jacqueline shook our community
to its core, and her memory and
legacy will always endure in
Beverly Hills,” Bosse said. “The
Beverly Hills Police Department
worked tirelessly to gather evidence, conduct a thorough investigation and bring this suspect to
justice. I would like to thank them
for their diligence and hard work,
which resulted in a guilty plea
without the risk of a trial in the
troubling era of George Gascón. I
remain committed to the safety of
our community and the recall of
District
Attorney
George
Gascón.”
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GenSpace primed to open April 25
From page 1
Those will continue, with some
potential hybrid options being
planned for individuals seeking inperson engagement.
One class, seated fitness, has garnered a lot of participation, which
was somewhat unexpected, Wong
said. She said GenSpace will continue to offer that virtual class while
fine-tuning its offerings to support
older adults.
“We know that many older adults
have stayed at home for about two
years or more now, so we want to
be really receptive to what would
be fun and enjoyable to them,”
Wong added.
She said every element of the
location – from the floors and walls
to the lighting and design – was
constructed with older adults in
mind. Wong praised architect Susi
Stadler’s work on the center.
“[The construction] was done
very, very, very intentionally,”
Wong said. “She is an age-friendly
architect that has many experiences
with both homes for older adults
and commercial spaces as well.”
She said GenSpace was also
intentionally located near Metro’s
Purple Line, and organizers lobbied
to have an entrance placed right off
Wilshire Boulevard.
“We know that older adults may
feel less comfortable driving – or
may not be driving or may have
never driven – so public transportation and rideshare and community
transportation are really important
to us,” Wong added.
GenSpace will offer activities
and events centered around wellness, creativity, technology exploration, financial security, curiosity
and imagination. Wong said it will
also promote intergenerational
opportunities.
“So much of our intergenerational connection is how much
older people can mentor younger
people or younger people can
mentor older adults, but there’s
something super sweet about
doing an art project or learning
about a piece of history for the first
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GenSpace was designed with older adults in mind and will offer a gathering space for seniors.

time together,” she said. “That
social engagement and those creative opportunities are so special to
me.”
Wong said GenSpace is hosting
a soft opening due to COVID-19
concerns, but organizers are excited to welcome the community.
“We understand that it’s a brandnew building, a building that most
folks haven’t been in before
because it was built during the
pandemic,” she added. “We’d love
to get people oriented to the building and oriented to the space.”
GenSpace will also offer a fitness studio, horticultural therapy
space and “tech bar” as well.
While the virtual programming is
free, GenSpace will offer memberships for $10 per month “with a

sliding scale,” Wong said.
“We don’t intend to turn anyone
away,” she added.
GenSpace has five rooms that
can be used for programming, but
only one class will run at a time
during the soft opening. The center, which is approximately 7,000
square feet, will be open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through
Thursday. It is located at 3643
Wilshire Blvd., Level 3, on the
Wilshire Boulevard Temple campus.
Wong said GenSpace has plenty
of volunteer opportunities, and
training will be held each
Wednesday. Donations are also
welcome.
For
information,
visit
genspace.la.

Bogie’s Liquor

Conservation campaign continues
Over the past few months, the
state has ramped up communications efforts around the Save Our
Water campaign focused on
encouraging Californians to reduce
water use as drought conditions
worsen.
The campaign has rolled out new
content across various multimedia
platforms, including social, digital
and streaming platforms, out-ofhome and radio. The multilingual
ads communicate the urgent need to
save water and provide actionable
steps Californians can take.
On April 18, the state hosted a
briefing with more than a dozen
social media influencers and content creators calling on them to support the statewide education efforts.

Gov. Gavin Newsom joined State
Water Resources Control Board
chair Joaquin Esquivel, Department
of Water Resources director Karla
Nemeth and Department of Fish
and Wildlife director Chuck
Bonham in highlighting the state’s
severe drought conditions and calling on influencers to engage
Californians on how to save water.
The state has enhanced its Save
Our Water campaign following
additional state funding allocated in
March. The public education campaign aims to highlight the dire
drought conditions and the urgency
behind the call for immediate
action.
For additional information, visit
drought.ca.gov.

Fine Wines, Champagnes & Spirits!
Nice Selection of Craft Beer too!
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
Don’t Drink & Drive!
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Pride celebration details discussed Meth in WeHo studied

From page 1

ship with the city.
Reath said city staff was working
to include as many diverse groups
in the celebration as possible.
“Our aim is to be able to award
some funding to as many of the
groups as possible,” Reath said.
Inclusion was on the mind of
council members as well. Mayor
Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne noted that
the City Council had expressed priority for “affinity” groups, defined
by the city as people representing
women’s groups, BIPOC groups,
Black pride, transgender pride,
bisexual pride, the sober community and the senior community.
“Let’s make sure we are providing access to the groups that we
called out as a priority to bring
equity,” Shyne said.
Shyne also expressed concern
over conflicting information that
was circulating regarding Pride
weekend’s details.
“[We need to] work with communities expediently to get as
much info out so people are really
aware when Dyke March is happening, where Dyke March is happening, [when the] Women’s
Freedom Festival [is happening
and], all these other components,”

From page 7
Shyne said.
She also noted that it has not
been finalized when the street festival elements of the event will
occur, adding that this information
is “crucial [for] when people plan
to show up and leave.”
Shyne also urged city staff to
finalize accessibility options for
disabled and senior community
members.
Councilman John Erikson mentioned the need to provide outlets
for inclusion for West Hollywood
businesses that are not located
along or near Santa Monica
Boulevard, particularly those on
the Sunset Strip.
“Many of the bars and nightclubs on the Sunset Strip have
LGBTQ events during Pride, and
we want to make sure that our participants are aware of that,”
Erickson said.
The West Hollywood-sponsored
Pride parade is set to kick off at
noon on June 5 at the intersection
of Santa Monica Boulevard and
Crescent Heights Boulevard and
continue
west,
ending
at
Robertson Boulevard.
In addition to its own parade, the
city of West Hollywood will par-

ticipate as an entry in the
Christopher Street West LAPride
parade, which will occur the following weekend on June 12.
The two different Pride weekends have been a source of confusion within the community, which
Shyne said is one reason the
details for the West Hollywood
event needed to be finalized by the
City Council’s first meeting in
May.
“I still have people confused
about LA Pride versus West
Hollywood Pride,” Shyne said. “A
lot of people know [the difference], but we need to really move
as quickly as we can on this. And I
thank you for all the work that
you’ve done.”
In approving the measure, the
council uniformly expressed
excitement about a return to Pride
festivities in West Hollywood.
“I’m glad to see our forward
progress,” Horvath said. “[I’m]
grateful to staff and our contractor
[JJLA] for moving this event forward. I know people are getting
excited to have something that
feels somewhat normal like Pride
in our community that can bring us
all together.”

Department of Public Health’s
Substance Abuse Prevention and
Control program.
Through the survey, the organizations aim to gather data that
can support recommendations to
be made to the West Hollywood
City Council that can help to better curb the meth problem,
which
Councilman
John
Erickson characterized as an epidemic that is often forgotten.
“People forget that these other
problems still exist,” Erickson
said. “Even though we are still in
in the COVID pandemic, we still
have to deal with a meth epidemic. We need to continue to
fight that battle. WeHo has a
long-standing tradition of supporting and uplifting our recov-

ery community, and we are committed to ensuring that we have
accurate data and information on
how we can combat meth use.”
Questions on the survey will
ask residents whether or not they
have seen anyone overdosing on
or experiencing external harm
from meth.
“The West Hollywood Project
and the Safe West Hollywood
Community Coalition are committed to [creating] a healthier,
safer community by helping to
mitigate the harms associated
with crystal meth and other substance use. We are very fortunate
to have a strong relationship
with city government and find
that they are very supportive of
our efforts,” Ambrosini said.

Flyers distributed in Los Angeles County
From page 1
been made in the case. He said
detectives are checking security
camera footage from the area but
have not identified any suspects.
City Attorney Mike Feuer also
addressed the hate flyers on
Instagram.
“I strongly condemn all acts of
hate,” he said. “And I find it particularly despicable that these antisemitic flyers were distributed at
Passover. The growing incidents
of hate against Asian Americans,
the Jewish community and
LGBTQ individuals have no place
in Los Angeles. We must stand

together and support each other.”
Sam Yebri, a candidate for the
Los Angeles City Council’s 5th
District, said flyers were also distributed to his neighbors in
Westwood.
“I never want to have to make a
post like this, especially on the eve
of one of our most sacred Jewish
holidays, but this is a matter of
public safety,” he said in an
Instagram post. “Earlier today, residents in Westwood, in my neighborhood, found shocking and
offensive antisemitic propaganda
delivered to their front doors. Be

City observes Lesbian Visibility Week
The city of West Hollywood and
its Lesbian and Gay Advisory Board
and Transgender Advisory Board
will recognize Lesbian and Queer
Women Visibility Week with a
week-long celebration beginning
Monday, April 25.
Lesbian Visibility Week is an
annual observance celebrated in the
United States and Europe dedicated
to increasing the awareness of lesbian identities and issues. Lesbian
Visibility Week will be celebrated
worldwide through Sunday, May 1.
A full list of activities taking place
in West Hollywood during the week
can be found at weho.org/lgbtq.
“Lesbian and Queer Women
Visibility Week transforms West
Hollywood’s promise of inclusion
into reality for a large segment of
our community in a way that
embraces all Queer women,”
Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne
said. “I’m thrilled to be celebrating
this week in the city, and I invite
everyone to ‘Meet Me in the Park’
on Saturday, April 30, for an amazing day of educational panels and
lots of fun and games on West
Hollywood Park’s Great Lawn.”
“Visibility and awareness are critical tools to help us uplift and celebrate our vibrant LGBTQ community,” Councilman John M.

Erickson said. “As various states
enact ‘Don’t Say Gay’ bans, I’m
proud that here in West Hollywood
we not only say ‘gay’ loudly, but we
say it proudly. I’m thankful to all of
the organizers who are working on
West Hollywood’s Lesbian and
Queer Women Visibility Week, and
I look forward to continuing to see
the vibrant actions and events they
bring to our city, our residents and
our businesses.”
On April 18, at its regular meeting, the West Hollywood City
Council issued a proclamation to
commemorate Lesbian and Queer
Women Visibility Week. The city
will display the Lesbian Pride flag
in medians on Santa Monica
Boulevard. West Hollywood City
Hall and lanterns over Santa
Monica
Boulevard
between
Hancock Avenue and North
Robertson Boulevard will be lit in
pink, orange, white and red to
reflect the shades of the Lesbian
Pride flag.
On Saturday, April 30, from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m., the city will host
“Meet Me in the Park” – a gathering
for Lesbian and Queer women on
the great lawn at West Hollywood
Park, located at 647 N. San Vicente
Blvd. The day will include “You
Want Me to Call You What?” – a

advised and stay vigilant. And
remember that only sunlight can
drive out darkness. … There is no
such thing as a small act of hate,
and hate has no place in CD5 or
anywhere, especially on the eve of
the Passover and Easter holidays.”
The Los Angeles Police
Department’s West Bureau confirmed that the incident was originally reported to officers on April
15.
Anyone with information about
the flyers is asked to call LAPD’s
Major Assault Crimes Division at
(310)444-1580.
Lesbian Speakers Series panel discussion featuring gender non-confirming, nonbinary and masculine
presenting persons who have created welcoming workspaces for lesbian and queer women of all presentations.
Panelists will include Dr. Diandra
Bremond, an adjunct professor at
USC; Kim Fuentecilla, the assistant
principal at Animo Ralph Bunche
Charter High School; Madin Lopez,
the executive director of ProjectQ;
and Kalela McNeil, an actor, comedian and entrepreneur. The panel
will be moderated by Zekiah N.
Wright, a labor attorney and member of the city’s Lesbian and Gay
Advisory Board. The event will also
include a dog-meet up and dog contest, sporting activities and park
games.
Since incorporation in 1984, West
Hollywood has become one of the
most influential cities in the nation
for its outspoken advocacy on
LGBTQ issues. No other city of its
size has had a greater impact on the
national public policy discourse on
fairness and inclusiveness for
LGBTQ people.
For information, contact Moya
Márquez, the city of West
Hollywood’s community programs
coordinator,
at
mmarquez@weho.org or (323)8486574. For people who are deaf or
hard of hearing, call (323)848-6496.

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

Cedars-Sinai multiple sclerosis specialist Dr. Marwa Kaisey said diagnosing the disease can be “complex.”

Cedars-Sinai researchers target MS
Using advanced techniques for
imaging the brain and eyes, along
with new biomarkers, researchers
in the Department of Neurology at
Cedars-Sinai are working to present a clearer picture of multiple
sclerosis.
Their work could lead to
improved diagnosis and treatment
of the disease, in which the body’s
immune system attacks the brain,
spinal cord and optic nerves.
“Multiple sclerosis is a disease
that can look very different in different people, and the path to diagnosis is equally varied,” said MS
specialist Dr. Marwa Kaisey, assistant professor of neurology at
Cedars-Sinai. “Diagnosis is complex because many other diseases
mimic MS, and while we have a
set of diagnostic criteria, there’s no
single test that is definitive.”
The immune system in patients
with MS attacks the insulating
layer that protects nerves. The disruption or loss of these layers
results in lesions, which show up
as white spots on MRI brain scans
– the main tool for diagnosing the
condition.
MS lesions disrupt communication within the brain and between
the brain and other parts of the
body, resulting in vision problems
and eye pain, double vision, muscle weakness, trouble with coordination, fatigue, dizziness and hearing and speech problems. But, MS
is not the only condition that can
cause white spots to appear on an
MRI.
“Almost one in five new patients
coming into our clinic with an
existing diagnosis of MS turned
out not to actually have MS,

according to a study that we published in 2019,” Kaisey said.
“When we talk to other MS specialists about this, they’re not surprised. They also see this trend of
misdiagnosis.”
Kaisey said migraines are the
most common cause of non-MS
white spots on MRIs.
“However, in our past study,
among 43 people who were misdiagnosed with MS, we found as
many as 27 different conditions
actually causing the white spots on
their imaging,” Kaisey said.
Patients who are misdiagnosed
with MS are needlessly prescribed
costly immune-modifying treatments that can increase risk for
infection, cause organ damage and
decrease the effectiveness of vaccines.
“If you have MS, the medications are worth the side effects
because they are saving your life
and protecting your brain,” Kaisey
said. “But, it’s a big deal to be on
these medications if you don’t
need to be.”
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

INCOME TAX

ALL YEAR
INCOME TAX

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW CLIENTS

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036

WEST HOLLYWOOD

Joel Rothman

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

Family Owned & Operated

323.240.5112
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Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970

Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

Since 1961

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER
COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program.

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

323.393.5238

2

latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.

HANDYMAN

Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

HONEST HANDYMAN
DOES IT ALL

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.

Serving the Westside for 32 years

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

• Plumbing • Electrical
• Roofing • Tile • Flooring
• Painting • A/C Repair
Carpentry • Drywall
• Windows • Decks
• Kitchen & Bath Specialist

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

FORT CONSTRUCTION
General Contractors
Call Manny

(310)729-9612
(424)284-3314

Lic#465817 Bonded • Insured

fortconstructionla.com

LIFECOACH

WE PUBLISH
LEGAL NOTICES!
Send inquiries to
karen@beverlypress.com

Ways to subscribe

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Omar of “Love & Basketball”
5. Neighbor of Minn.
9. Made eyes at
14. Hero of Disney's “Atlantis”
15. Native American tent
16. Mazda model
17. Patron saint of Norway
18. Concerning
19. Cousins of ospreys
20. Upbeat Christmas carol
23. Birthplace of the Renaissance
24. Whole slew
25. A Cadillac
28. Fashion designer Saint Laurent
31. Bathroom tap
33. Checkup sounds
36. Early anesthetic
39. Sound from a nursery
40. Refrain from Pharrell
44. Dairy-free spread
45. Outdated copier, for short
46. Space invaders, for short
47. Egg hodgepodge
50. Except for
52. Bit
53. Slice into cubes
56. Major happening
60. Loving message in a Dave Clark Five
hit from the ‘60s
64. Camp craft
66. Climb

67. High flyer
68. Doll
69. Naval investigation show
70. “Combat” painter, William
71. Orgs.
72. Sorority letters
73. Time pieces
Down
1. Smiley face, for one
2. Kitchen light
3. Beach, in Barcelona
4. Piano
5. “P.D.Q., doc!”
6. Satellite receiver
7. More fitting
8. Plains tribe
9. Mario Puzo best seller
10. Demoiselle
11. Scene
12. Berlioz’s “Les nuits d’___”
13. Prosecutors, for short
21. Words of dismay
22. Mistaken
26. Beguile
27. Doesn’t leave
29. Biblical suffix
30. Pillow covering
32. First name in the “Pulp Fiction” cast
33. “What ___!”
34. Board game
35. Repeated 100 mph trips.....

37. Prefix with dermis
38. Tach readings
41. Neighbor of Ger.
42. One voting for
43. Shack
48. Trimming tools
49. “It’s not over ___ it's over!”
51. Brought forth
54. Chili con ___
55. Pronouncement
57. 1996 Madonna role

58. Like lace
59. Low Hold ‘em pair
61. Lamenter’s sound
62. Where Bhutan is
63. Marked down
64. Civil War inits.
65. Hung. neighbor
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