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BH bolsters policing efforts Roxbury home could be demolished
n City prepares Real Time Watch Center

By rance collins

By aaron Blevins

The two-block stretch of
Roxbury Drive in Beverly Hills
between Sunset Boulevard and
Benedict Canyon was once home
to the biggest names in show business. Lucille Ball, James Stewart,
Jack Benny, Agnes Moorehead,
Ira Gershwin, Peter Falk,
Rosemary Clooney, and the list
went on and on. In more recent
decades, Diane Keaton called the
street home, and she later sold her
house to Madonna.
The big-name roster of Roxbury
Drive isn’t quite the same as it
once was, but the echo of its past
remains in the varying architecture of the houses that have survived. Now another one of those
historic homes is in danger.
“That street was just so iconic,”
said Alison Martino, curator of
Vintage Los Angeles whose father
was singer Al Martino.
The residence at 1001 Roxbury
Drive is a home that Martino said
most encapsulates the area. Built
in 1942 by architect Carlton L.
Burgess, the more than 9,000
square foot regency revival structure sits back from the street and
has a brick driveway, sidewalk
and sprawling lawn on a double
lot. While a name the stature of

After months of preparation, the
Beverly Hills Police Department’s
Real Time Watch Center is in the
process of being deployed, and
Police Chief Mark Stainbrook hopes
elements of the station will be operable in June.
According to a staff report, the
center will cost the city nearly

$600,000 this fiscal year, with an
additional $2.45 million budgeted
for next fiscal year. In subsequent
years, the center will have a price tag
of more than $1.8 million annually.
“Although we have a lot of good
technology and we’ve started introducing new technology like drones
and more automated license plate
readers, the real question is, how do
See Council page 26
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Beverly Hills Police Department officers searched for a suspect in March
at the Beverly Connection, just outside the city on La Cienega Boulevard.
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A residence at 1001 Roxbury Drive was recently purchased by Eric
Baker, who plans to demolish the 1942 house on the property.

Ball or Stewart are not known to
have owned the house, Martino
said it could have once been the
home of Walter Winchell. The
property has been renovated on
several occasions, including once
by John Elgin Woolf. A restoration
by Mark Rios won a Will Rogers
award in 2015.
“It’s always been everyone’s
favorite house who lives in
Beverly Hills and who comes to
Beverly Hills,” Martino said.
“When those tour buses go up and

down Roxbury, that is a house that
is pointed out. Even though it hasn’t been owned by a notable
celebrity, it’s not about who lived
there. It’s the architecture and the
stunning grounds.”
“[It is] a legacy of Beverly Hills
architecture from a time of refinement before the hulking beasts of
value by maximum square footage
swept the city,” Leslie Barrett said
in a comment on the Vintage Los
Angeles Facebook page. “It’s a

Tower Records scratched
in supreme fashion
Follow-home robberies erupt citywide
By rance collins
The big, red letters spelling
“Tower Records” splashed across
the long, yellow sign at the company’s former Sunset Strip location are a familiar sight, not just to
residents of West Hollywood but
to pop culture fans the world over.
Once located at the corner of Horn
Avenue and Sunset Boulevard, the
store’s heyday is long passed. The
music retailer closed when Tower
Records filed bankruptcy in 2006.
The iconic, original sign was
painted over, and several businesses shuffled in and out of the building.

“When all those other shops
took over the property, they damaged some walls,” said Alison
Martino, curator of Vintage Los
Angeles. “The building is really in
bad shape. The original building
that was built was like $31,000.”
In 2015, Colin Hanks produced
the documentary “All Things
Must Pass,” delving into the history of Tower Records and the riseand-fall of music retailers. For the
film, the sign was painted back
again, restoring a history that
dated back to the location’s opening in 1971.
In 1974, the Sunset Strip Tower
See Tower page 27
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The former site of Tower Records has been under construction as a
new tenant prepares to move on to the lot.

See Roxbury page 26

n Different gangs

target individuals
wearing luxury items
By edwin folven
The Los Angeles Police
Department is warning the public
about follow-home robberies where
suspects target people who wear
expensive watches and jewelry.
Crews of gang members are combing the city and looking for victims
to rob, police said.
The crime trend was detailed at
the April 12 Los Angeles Police
Commission meeting, where LAPD
officials said 17 gangs have been
involved in committing the robberies, many of which have occurred
after victims were followed from
restaurants, nightclubs, hotels and
retail stores. The LAPD identified a
trend of follow-home robberies in
early 2021 and created a task force
within the Robbery-Homicide
Division to address the crimes.
Investigators logged 165 such robberies in 2021 and 56 so far this year,
including at least three in the local
area in early April.
Of the 221 robberies that have
been investigated by the task force,
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Police investigated an attempted robbery on April 6 near Melrose
Avenue and Ogden Drive in which a suspect fired shots at a victim.

50 were committed in the
Hollywood Division and 46
occurred in the Wilshire Division.
Detective Chris Marsden, a task
force member from the RobberyHomicide Division, said one of the
most recent robberies occurred on
April 10 at approximately 4 p.m.
near the corner of Melrose Avenue
and Ogden Drive. A male victim
wearing an expensive watch was
approached at approximately 4 p.m.

by two male suspects who attempted
to rob him. The victim ran inside a
store and one of the suspects fired
shots at him. The gunman missed
and nobody was injured.
Detective John Maloney, with the
LAPD’s Wilshire Division, said
another armed street robbery
occurred two hours later on April 10
near Melrose and Fuller avenues. He
did not have specific details about
See Robberies page 27
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CALENDAR
Holocaust exhibit

Holocaust Museum Los Angeles is
holding a virtual conversation in
conjunction with the exhibition
“Ruth Gruber: Photojournalist” on
Thursday, April 14, from 2-3 p.m.
Curator Maya Benton will be
joined by art historian and curator
Alissa Schapiro for a discussion on
the multifaceted relationship
between photography and social
change. Admission is free but
reservations are required. holocaustmuseumla.org.
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Proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test within the previous 72
hours will be required to enter Los Angeles City Hall. Visitors will also be
required to wear masks.

L.A. City Hall reopens on May 4

Mayor Eric Garcetti and Los
Angeles City Council President
Nury Martinez, 6th District, have
announced that Los Angeles City
Hall will reopen to the public on
Wednesday, May 4.
“Our decisions throughout the
pandemic have been guided by the
need to protect public health. To
keep our residents and businesses
safe, we’ve taken steps forward
when possible and back when necessary,” Garcetti said. “Angelenos
have made the life-saving choices
that have put us on a strong path to
recovery, and we’ll continue to
make decisions that put the health
and safety of our city employees
and all Angelenos first.”
“After the COVID-19 pandemic
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forced us to close our doors in
2020, I am looking forward to safely re-opening City Hall to the public and seeing our council chambers
full of Angelenos again,” Martinez
added. “As always with this pandemic, it remains a fluid process,
but I’m hopeful that we will continue to stay safe in our return to normal.”
Along with the reopening of City
Hall, the City Council will also
resume in-person meetings. Proof
of vaccination or proof of a negative COVID-19 test within the previous 72 hours will be required to
enter the building. Indoor masking
will be required.
Remote or online access to specific government services will continue to be available. Residents can
visit lacity.org or call 311 to determine if appointments may be needed for in-person visits for a specific
department.
City Council committee and
commission meetings, as well as
meetings managed by specific city
departments, will remain virtual as
departments fine-tune hybrid
options. Special events and group
tours will remain unavailable at
City Hall until further notice.

‘Yemandja’

Enjoy performances of “Yemandja,”
starring Angélique Kidjo, from
Thursday, April 14, through
Saturday, April 16, at 7 p.m. at the
Broad Stage. Five-time Grammywinner Kidjo conjures a world of
magical realism to tell the story of
Yoruban deity Yemandja in a musical theater work inspired by her
ancestors, family and Africa’s
resilience. Reminiscent of Greek
tragedy, the Broad Stage co-commission illuminates the consequences of robbing people of
their culture.
“Yemandja” is a
family drama
and historical
thriller infused
with themes of love, betrayal,
honor, free will and the horrors and
injustice of slavery. Tickets start at
$85. 1310 11th St., Santa Monica.
thebroadstage.org.

Beverly Hills
Chamber

Join the Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce
for
its
April
Networking Breakfast on Friday,
April 15, from 8:30-10 a.m. at the
chamber’s offices. Meet chamber
members, local professionals and
community leaders to collaborate,
build business and learn about
events in Beverly Hills. Admission
is $30 for members; $45 for nonmembers.
members.beverlyhillschamber.com.

‘Listening
By Moonrise’

Clockshop’s quarterly “Listening
By Moonrise” program returns on
Friday, April 15, from 5-7 p.m. at
Los Angeles State Historic Park.
The event features performances
and immersive sound experiences
with multi-disciplinary sound artists
including the Growth Eternal and
Maral. The series inspires reflection, connection and joy in a community centered green space.
Admission is free but donations are
welcome. 1245 N. Spring St. clockshop.org/event/listening-by-moonrise-4.

‘Jane Austen
Unscripted’

Garry Marshall Theatre is kicking
off its 2022 season with Impro
Theatre’s “Jane Austen Unscripted”
running from Saturday, April 16,
through Sunday, May 8. Impro
Theatre’s production gives audiences the chance to imagine other
books Austen might have written,
and create one on the spot. The
company starts with audience suggestions and creates a world of
headstrong young women, brooding
noblemen and eccentric relatives.
The show is presented on the theater’s new outdoor stage. Tickets
start at $50. Showtimes vary; see
schedule. 4252 W Riverside Drive.
garrymarshalltheatre.org/janeausten-unscripted.

Classical concert

Classical music fans won’t want to
miss performances of “Frederic
Rzewski: An Appreciation” on
Saturday, April 16, at the Colburn
School. An outdoor concert will be
held at 4 p.m. on the plaza, followed
by an evening concert at 8 p.m. in
Zipper Hall. Ursula Oppens and
Lisa Moore, two of Rzewski’s closest collaborators, will be joined by
Piano Spheres’ Gloria Cheng,
HOCKET (Thomas Kotcheff and
Sarah Gibson), Aron Kallay, Vicki
Ray and Mark Robson. The concert
also includes guest artists Richard

An, Andrew Anderson, Andreas
Foivos Apostolou, Stephanie Aston
(soprano), Jack Dettling, Nic Gerpe,
Genevieve Feiwen Lee, Daniel
Newman-Lessler,
Todd
Moellenberg, Antoinette Perry,
Nadia Shpachenko and Brenden
White. Tickets are $25. 200 S.
Grand Ave. pianospheres.org.

Barcelona
Flamenco Ballet

Spain’s Barcelona Flamenco Ballet
will perform “Luxurîa (Lust),” a
new program on Saturday, April 16,
at 8 p.m. at the Alex Theatre.
Suspense, intrigue, sex, scandal and
love are at the heart of “Luxurîa
(Lust),” which showcases the company’s unique
style combining
traditional flamenco dance
and music with
ballet, classical
and jazz. In
addition to the
concert, Barcelona Flamenco Ballet is offering
free afternoon events on April 16,
including a dance class for students
ages 8-16 at 2 p.m., a community
gathering with music in the theater
courtyard at 3 p.m. and a moderated
Q&A session with members of the
company at 4:15 p.m. Tickets to the
concert start at $25. 216 N. Brand
Blvd. alextheatre.org.

‘On the Other
Hand, We’re Happy’

Rogue Machine has extended Daf
James’ “On the Other Hand, We’re
Happy” running from Saturday,
April 16, through Sunday, May 8, at
the Matrix Theatre. Award winning
Welsh playwright James’ story
focuses on a young couple’s dreams
of adopting. When an unforeseen
turn of events upends their goals,
plans must be adjusted. Showtimes
are 8 p.m., Friday, Saturday and
Monday; 3 p.m., Sunday. Tickets
are $45. 7657 Melrose Ave.
(855)585-5185, roguemachinetheatre.net.
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Clergy hopes congregations return
n Passover,

Easter services
begin Friday
By rance collins
Religious institutions had to
rethink worship when the pandemic
hit in 2020. In Los Angeles, where
some of the most stringent restrictions were in place, churches and
temples adapted to the digital age,
switching from in-person to online
services. With the arrival of vaccines
in 2021, faith communities began to
gather together again, but attendance
has been slow to return to pre-pandemic levels.
“Attendance at services in person
has been uneven at best,” Denise
Eger, rabbi at Congregation Kol
Ami in West Hollywood, said.
“Our attendance in person, unfortunately, is usually not more than 20
individuals,” Tina Appal, the administrative assistant at the West
Hollywood United Church of Christ,
said. “It’s a challenge. Many of the
older individuals are afraid.”
“Folks have gotten accustomed to
having church on their own time
table [with the option of online services],” Kathy Cooper-Ledesma, the
pastor at Hollywood United
Methodist Church, said. “Part of our
challenge has been how to reinforce
the fact that to be [part of] the church
is to be in community with each
other. It’s not just an individual
proposition, it’s a communal one.”
Across faith communities, parishioners have continued to participate
online, but giving levels have suffered for some congregations, par-

ticularly during periods in which
COVID-concerns kept churches
from passing offering plates.
“We started passing the plates
again [Sunday, April 3] and our
income jumped up tremendously,”
Cooper-Ledesma said, noting that in
prior weeks donations had been as
little as $20 total.
Appal said that faithful members,
both near and far, have kept their
church afloat.
“We are fortunate that most people give online, and they continued
giving online. Our giving certainly
isn't at the same level it was pre-pandemic, but we have many loyal
members and friends that even
though they moved out of the area,
they’re still contributing,” Appal
said.
The pandemic also changed how
the institutions engaged with charitable causes within their respective
communities.
“Prior to the pandemic we had a
fabulous sack lunch program. We
would hand out 20 to 25 lunches to
homeless [people] or people who
just didn’t have enough food at the
end of the month in our neighborhood,” Appal said.
During the pandemic, the church
was forced to discontinue the program, but Appal added that it has
now partnered with the Hollywood
Food Coalition.
“We’re hoping that collaboration
will help us better reach out to our
neighbors in the L.A. and West
Hollywood area,” Appal added.
Rabbi David Baron of the Temple
of the Arts said that the majority of
the temple’s congregants continue to
engage in Shabbat services online.

“We have a big venue, we have
2,000 seats,” Baron said. “About
500 people attended [our services inperson] … but we found that we had
about 1,300 people livestreaming.”
Virtual services allowed institutions to expand their reach.
“It allows for our many congregants who moved during the pandemic, particularly to the Palm
Springs area, to continue their active
participation. We also enlarged our
congregation with people living far
away geographically,” Eger said.
For in-person services, some institutions continue to leave precautions
in place.
“We continue to require proof of
vaccination that includes one booster to be on site on our campus.
Masks are now optional per the
county of Los Angeles,” Eger said.
“We’re asking people to be
masked, to keep people safe who
can’t be vaccinated,” CooperLedesma said, referencing the young
children the church has in its congregation.
“People who want to wear the
mask, they can,” Baron said, adding
that face coverings are optional at
his temple based on people’s comfort level.
With the Easter and Passover holidays this weekend, faith leaders are
hoping that the in-person numbers
will climb.
The Temple of the Arts will offer
its Passover meal at the Four
Seasons Hotel in Beverly Hills on
Saturday, April 16, at 6:30 p.m.
More information can be found at
bhtota.org.
“You have to make a reservation
and pay for the dinner, which you

photo courtesy of Hollywood United Methodist Church

Hollywood United Methodist Church will offer both 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
services on Easter Sunday, April 17.

can do through our temple website
or our temple office,” Baron said.
The temple will resume Shabbat
services at the Saban Theater on
May 20.
Hollywood United Methodist
Church, which will offer both 9 a.m.
and 11 a.m. services on Easter
Sunday, is expecting a large crowd
after hosting over 100 people at its
April 10 service.
“Palm Sunday was definitely a
bellwether and a harbinger of what
we anticipate next Sunday, and
that’s exciting,” Cooper-Ledesma
said.
Cooper-Ledesma said that she
believes the joy of being together
will allow her church’s attendance
to return to prior numbers.
Upcoming events will aim to bring

in more people, as well. HUMC will
host a Mother’s Day pancake breakfast on May 8 and this summer will
continue its annual CrossFlix sermon series, highlighting the intersection of faith with films like
“CODA” and “Belfast.”
“I think people will see the value
and recognize the need within themselves to be with others,” CooperLedesma said.
“I don’t think the pandemic is
over yet, but we are learning to
adapt, create, innovate and build
sacred community with Torah at its
core at Kol Ami both in person and
online. The connections both in
person and online help to stem the
great isolation and pervasive loneliness that plagues our times,” Eger
added.
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Suspect who shot Lady Gaga’s Fire erupts at encampment in Fairfax alley
fiber
dogwalker mistakenly released opticBlazelines,damages
resulting in
n

internet service outage

By edwin folven

Authorities are still searching for
a male suspect accused of shooting
pop star Lady Gaga’s dog walker
during a robbery in Hollywood in
February 2021 after the defendant
was accidentally released from
custody on April 6 due to a clerical
error by the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department.
The suspect, James Howard
Jackson, 19, was released at
approximately 3:40 p.m. on April 6
after the Los Angeles County
District Attorney’s Office dropped
the initial charges against him and
replaced them with new charges in
a superseding indictment. The
sheriff’s department did not state
how the error occurred and
referred to an official statement
that was issued.
“Defendant Jackson attended
court proceedings at the Clara
Shortridge Criminal Justice Center
on Tuesday, April 5, 2022, and was
released from custody on
Wednesday, April 6, 2022, due to a
clerical error,” the statement read.
“The investigation is continuing
and the LASD Major Crimes
Bureau is actively working to get
Mr. Jackson back in custody.”
He remained at-large as of April
13, according to the department.
Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office spokesman Greg
Risling said Jackson was arraigned
on charges for the same incident in
the new indictment on April 6 and
the old case was dismissed by a
judge, as required by law. He had
no further information about
Jackson’s release later that day.
The new indictment charges
Jackson and two other defendants,
Harold White and Jennifer
McBride, who were allegedly
involved in the crime after it was
committed. Jackson is charged
with attempted murder, robbery
and conspiracy. White and
McBride are charged with being
accessories after the fact and
receiving stolen property.
Jackson was allegedly among a
group of men who saw the dogwalker, Ryan Fischer, walking
three of the pop star’s French bulldogs on Feb. 23, 2021, in the 1500
block of North Sierra Bonita
Avenue, just north of Sunset
Boulevard. The suspects allegedly
stopped their vehicle, got out and
attempted to steal the dogs. Fischer
resisted and one of the suspects –
believed to be Jackson – shot him.
The suspects fled with two of the
bulldogs, named Koji and Gustav.
Residents in the area heard the
gunshot and called police. Fischer
was taken to a hospital and has
since recovered. Shortly after the
shooting, Lady Gaga announced a
$500,000 reward for dogs’ return.
On Feb. 26, 2021, McBride
showed up at the Los Angeles

By edwin folven

photo courtesy of Ryan Fischer’s Instagram
account

Lady Gaga’s dogwalker Ryan
Fischer was shown in 2021 in a
social media posting with the
French bulldogs, Koji and
Gustav.

Police Department’s Olympic
Division with the two dogs, which
were unharmed and were returned
to Lady Gaga. McBride claimed
she found the French bulldogs tied
to a pole, police said.
Investigators determined that
McBride was the girlfriend of
White, father of one of the three
men who allegedly robbed Fischer
and stole the dogs. Through their
investigation, detectives identified
Jackson and the two other alleged
suspects, Jaylin Keyshawn White,
19, and Lafayette Shon Whaley,
27. The three men were arrested on
April 29, 2021, along with
McBride and Harold White.
Whaley and Jaylin White face
attempted murder, conspiracy to
commit robbery and seconddegree robbery charges and remain
in custody.
Authorities allege Jackson,
Whaley and Jaylin White drove
around the San Fernando Valley,
West Hollywood and Hollywood
on Feb. 24, 2021, looking for people walking French bulldogs.
When they saw Fischer walking
dogs on Sunset Boulevard, they
allegedly followed him and waited
until he walked to a more secluded
area before committing the robbery, the criminal complaint
alleged. Authorities believe the
defendants did not know who
owned the dogs, and targeted
Fischer because they believed the
dogs he was walking were valuable.
The suspects later allegedly conspired with Harold White and
McBride to return the dogs, authorities said. Harold White is also
charged with possession of firearm
by a convicted felon.
Anyone with information about
Jackson’s whereabouts is asked to
contact the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department at (213)2291850. To remain anonymous, call
Crime Stoppers at (800)222-TIPS.

Man charged for Ponzi scheme

A former UCLA decathlete was
arrested on April 5 on a federal criminal complaint alleging that he fraudulently raised more than $37 million
from investors.
David Joseph Bunevacz, 53, is
charged with one count of wire
fraud. According to the criminl
complaint, Bunevacz solicited
investments in businesses – CB
Holding Group Corp. and

CaesarBrutus LLC, among others –
which he claimed were involved in
the sale of vape pens.
Authorities said Bunevacz falsely
told at least one investor he had a
long-standing relationship with a
Chinese manufacturer of disposable
vape pens. The alleged scam caused
losses estimated at $35 million. If
convicted, Bunevacz faces 20 years
in federal prison.

City crews removed debris from
an alley next to the former Fairfax
Theatre on April 7 after a fire erupted the day before in a homeless
encampment and threatened to
spread to the theater building,
authorities said.
The fire was reported at approximately 4:50 p.m. on April 6 in the
alley, which runs between Beverly
Boulevard and Oakwood Avenue,
just west of the intersection of
Fairfax Avenue and Beverly
Boulevard. The Los Angeles Fire
Department extinguished the blaze
in approximately 25 minutes, and
prevented the flames from damaging the vacant theater building and
structures on the other side of the
alley. Portions of the theater building’s exterior wall were blackened,
but the flames were contained to the
contents of the encampment.
No injuries were reported. LAFD
spokesman Brian Humphrey said
the exact cause remains under
investigation and he had no further
information.
The fire damaged fiber optic
cables that run along poles located
in the alley, causing an interruption
of
services
for
Charter
Communications/Spectrum customers that lasted until the early
morning hours of April 8. The company said the outage affected neighborhoods in the Fairfax District and
surrounding portions of Los
Angeles, but did not divulge how
many customers were affected.
Service was interrupted as far south
as neighborhoods in Beverly Hills
near Wilshire and La Cienega

photo by Edwin Folven

A clean-up operation had been pre-scheduled on April 7, before a fire
erupted on April 6 in an alley near Fairfax Avenue and Beverly
Boulevard.

boulevards.
“Our engineers worked to repair
the lines as quickly as possible, and
we appreciate our customers’
patience while we restored services,” read a statement from
Charter Communications.
The fire also damaged a Los
Angeles Department of Water and
Power pole, which was replaced,
LADWP spokeswoman Crystal
Williams said.
Multiple LAPD officers were at
the scene on April 7 as crews
removed debris from the alley.
They said it was a pre-scheduled
clean-up operation – unrelated to
the fire on April 6 – that was
planned weeks ago by the city.
Efforts had been made to find housing for people living in the encampment and notices had been posted
about the clean-up operation. Four

or five people remained at the site,
but were gone after the fire, the officers said.
Senior Lead Officer De’Antraye
Dantzler, of the Wilshire Division,
said people had been living in the
alley for months. He said officers
will continue to monitor the site.
On April 13, no tents or evidence of
individuals living in the alley were
visible.
Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, confirmed
that the city had been assisting people living in the encampment.
“I am so relieved that this did not
turn worse and that no one was
hurt,” Koretz said. “We have had
regular outreach at this location
offering services, and [the] CARE
team was actually already scheduled to be out there [on April 7] to
clean the area.”
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Put Down that Carrot
and Hop on over to

Some of Our Top Sellers

• Pink’s Famous Chili Cheese Dog
• Martha Stewart Dog - topped with
bacon, relish, onions, chopped
tomatoes, sauerkraut & sour cream
• Giada de Laurentiis Dog Mozzarella Cheese & Veggies
• Lord of the Rings Dog
• Philly Cheesesteak Dog - Grilled
Steak, Veggies & Cheese
• Brooklyn Pastrami Dog with
Swiss Cheese
• Bacon Chili Cheese Burger
• Turkey Dog, Turkey Burger and
Veggie Dog
• LA Street Dog with bacon, veggies,
mayo, ketchup and jalapenos

Still Family Owned & Operated
at the Same Location since 1939

Happy Easter!

Gloria, Richard and Beverly Pink
At Pink’s Square
La Brea & Melrose
pinkshollywood.com

We Cater!

CateringByPinks@gmail.com
(310) 741-5352
@theofficialpinkshotdogs
@pinkshotdogs

Open Sunday - Thursday:
9:30 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Friday & Saturday:
9:30 a.m. to 1 a.m.
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Hollywood chamber selects new president, CEO Medical center hosts blood drive

By AAron Blevins

The Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce will welcome David
Michael Jerome as its new president and CEO on April 18, when
he will take the reins from
President Emeritus Leron Gubler,
who was appointed to lead the
chamber in the interim.
Jerome previously served as the
president and CEO of the El Paso
Chamber in El Paso, Texas, and is
excited to begin working in
Hollywood.
He said the community has
“some wonderful assets,” specifically referring to the Walk of Fame.
“The biggest thing to me is the
team and the board,” Jerome said.
“They have a great team and a wonderful board, so the people I’m
going to be working with every day
seem really terrific.”
According to a press release,
Jerome is a business leader, professor and branding expert. He is the
curator for TEDx El Paso and
serves as an adjunct professor of
corporate enterprise at the
University of Texas, El Paso.
Previously, he was the senior
vice president for corporate services and corporate responsibility
at InterContinental Hotels Group.
The release states that he founded
and led the company’s global corporate services team from IHG

photo courtesy of the Hollywood Chambe

David Michael Jerome

headquarters in the United
Kingdom from 2006-12.
Further, Jerome led corporate
affairs for brewer AB InBev and
worked at General Motors in several capacities, including president
and CEO of GM Korea.
The new chamber president has a
law degree from the Washington
College of Law and has lectured at
Cambridge and Cornell universities.
Jerome said the transition from
El Paso to Hollywood will be
somewhat of a culture shock; however, he grew up in New York and
has traveled the world throughout
his career.
“I’ve been around a little bit in

big cities and things of that sort,” he
added. “But, I don’t say that to say,
‘I got this.’ … I’ve got a lot to learn
in L.A., and I’m looking forward to
it.”
Jerome said he will be looking at
numerous ways to make the chamber successful, but his initial goal is
to meet the team and listen to their
concerns. He will also lean on
Gubler for assistance.
“He’s already been a big help,”
Jerome said. “I mean, the guy’s a
legend, obviously.”
He also mentioned new board
chair Nicole Mihalka.
“I have a lot of people who are
going to be helping me out,”
Jerome said.
Businesses are, in many ways,
humanity’s “single greatest creation” for improving communities,
increasing jobs and promoting
wealth, he said.
“I want to make sure we’re doing
our part on business transformation, but I also want to make sure
that it’s making changing lives for
the better too,” Jerome said.
“Under those two big ambitions,
I will be looking at how we’re helping businesses be coached and how
we help them connect and how we
advocate for them, but also innovate for them. There are a lot of
great cool things that are happening around sustainability and green
jobs,” he added.

Bass selected to participate in COMPETES conference
U.S. Rep. Karen Bass (D-Calif.)
is among the legislators who will
go to conference with the Senate
over the House’s America COMPETES Act of 2022, which makes
investments in the production of
semiconductor chips, strengthening supply chains and bolstering
research and development.
“Today, we take another step
toward sending to the president’s
desk a bipartisan, bicameral package to lower costs at home, make
more goods in America and turbocharge our competitiveness in
the world,” House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi said. “America has long led
the world in innovation and technology. Thanks to the leadership of
Chairwoman Eddie Bernice
Johnson, the House strengthens our
preeminence with our America
COMPETES Act.
“Under the leadership of our outstanding and experienced committee chairs and conferees, the House
will champion key priorities with
bipartisan support that will
advance our families’ financial

security and our nations’ economic
security,” Pelosi added. “This
includes investing $52 billion to
produce more semiconductor chips
in America and $45 billion to
advance manufacturing at home,
which, together, will help address
supply chain disruptions that
increase costs for Americans. We
will also fight to reinvigorate
American innovation through
research and development, diversify our STEM workforce and promote American interests and values abroad.”
The bill includes numerous provisions to strengthen and promote
America’s leadership around the
globe by investing in partnerships
and alliances, investing in standing
up for America’s values, expanding
investments in diplomacy and promoting human rights. Bass was
selected to find consensus on the
aspects of the bill that pertain to
foreign affairs.
“I look forward to working with
both my colleagues in the House
and the Senate on both sides of the

Notable Quotes
“Useless, useless.”
John Wilkes Booth
1838-1865
Abraham Lincoln’s assassin, John Wilkes Booth, said these last
words as he looked at his hands before he died on April 26, 1865.
Today is the 157th anniversary of the assassination of President
Abraham Lincoln on April 14, 1865.

*source: The History Reader

aisle to deliver a bill that’s best for
the people of Los Angeles and for
the people of this country.”

In an effort to collect blood during the national shortage, CHA
Hollywood Presbyterian Medical
Center, a member of CHA Health
Systems, a global network providing a full spectrum of dynamic
healthcare services, hosted a blood
drive in partnership with the
Southern California Blood Bank
on April 6.
The drive collected more than
20 pints to meet the needs of
patients in local medical facilities.
Since each unit could save up to
three lives, the drive could help
save up to 66 lives in the community.
The COVID-19 pandemic is
negatively impacting the availability of blood and blood products for patients in need in
California and throughout the U.S.
Blood is often a lifesaving requirement for accident and burn victims, heart surgery and organ
transplant patients, and those battling cancer, as well as individuals
with other medical and surgical
needs.
“This mobile blood drive is part
of our concerted effort with
Southern California Blood Bank to
address the current shortage and
augment the supply,” said Nate
Mabry, chief nursing officer and
vice president of operations for
CHA HPMC. “As frontline workers, our employees understand the
critical need, and we are proud to
see them roll up their sleeves to
support and meet the health needs
of countless patients and our community. I encourage everyone who
is well and able to donate a bit of

yourself so that others may return
to good health.”
Currently operating under the
name Southern California Blood
Bank, the San Diego Blood Bank
has been serving hospitals in the
Los Angeles and Orange County
areas for decades and hosts more
than 200 mobile blood drives each
year. The blood bank provides
blood products to many hospitals
in the area, including CHA
HPMC.
“We truly appreciate partners
like CHA Hollywood Presbyterian
Medical Center,” San Diego Blood
Bank CEO Doug Morton said.
“Mobile drives like these are key
to keeping our blood supply stable.”
As a century-old community
healthcare provider, CHA HPMC
has been at the forefront of several
initiatives to provide much-need
access to quality care to the Los
Angeles community, especially the
underserved population. During
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
medical center established the first
hospital-based drive-through dispensing site for COVID-19 vaccines in Los Angeles County and
partnered with local community
organizations to reach and deliver
vaccines to the underserved in the
Los Angeles community.
To be eligible to donate blood,
individuals must be at least 17
years old, weigh at least 114
pounds and be in good health.
Eligible blood donors are encouraged to schedule an appointment at
SCBloodBank.org or by calling
(844)380-5220.
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Metro offers hassle-free bus
service to Dodger Stadium

Dodgers celebrate Jackie Robinson Day, April 15
The Los Angeles Dodgers will
join Major League Baseball in celebrating the 75th anniversary of
Jackie Robinson breaking baseball’s color barrier on Friday, April
15.
Members of the Robinson family
will join the celebration, including
Jackie’s wife, Rachel Robinson,
and his son, David. Together, the
club will celebrate Jackie’s legacy
not only at Dodger Stadium, but
throughout the day with unique
events at places that were meaningful to Jackie.
The Dodgers and the Los
Angeles Dodgers Foundation will
begin the morning in Pasadena,
where Jackie Robinson grew up.
Dodger pitcher David Price will be
joined by State Superintendent
Tony Thurmond, Players Alliance
founders Curtis Granderson and
Edwin Jackson and the Robinson
family at Longfellow Elementary
School to launch a Jackie Robinson
Reading Series, part of LA Reads
presented by the Water Buffalo
Club. All 575 students will witness
David Robinson read “I Am Jackie
Robinson” by Brad Melter and will
receive a copy of the book.
All-Star outfielder Mookie Betts
will join the Robinson family at
Jackie’s alma mater, John Muir
High School in Pasadena, for a special unveiling in honor of their
famous alumnus. Robinson attended John Muir in the 1930s and
excelled in football, basketball,
track and baseball. The permanent
project will highlight Jackie
throughout various stages of his
life in Southern California and
beyond, keeping the Hall of Famer
front and center for future generations of students to be inspired.
All youth participating in both
events in Pasadena will receive a
special edition Jackie Robinson
baseball cap.
Prior to the gates opening that
evening, Dodgers’ manager Dave
Roberts, Dodger players and Jackie
Robinson Foundation scholars will
be joined by the Robinson family
for an intimate discussion about
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The 1929 Pasadena Buicks baseball team photo showed a 10-year-old
boy who used to come to the team’s practices and shag balls. He is
seated in front of the team. His name was Jackie Robinson.

Jackie and the Robinson family
legacy at the Jackie Robinson statue in the Centerfield Plaza.
A special evening has been
planned at Dodger Stadium when
the team takes on the Cincinnati
Reds at 7:10 p.m.
The first 40,000 ticketed fans in
attendance will receive a one-of-akind No. 42 Jackie Robinson
Brooklyn Dodgers road grey jersey, presented by UCLA Health,
that commemorates the 75th
anniversary with a special patch.
Robinson starred at UCLA from
1939-40 and became the first Bruin
to earn a varsity letter in four
sports.
The Dodgers will invite 75 special guests onto the field during
pregame ceremonies. The guests
will include 42 Jackie Robinson
Foundation scholars and alumni
and 33 students from John Muir
High School. To date, the Dodgers
and the Los Angeles Dodgers
Foundation have supported 70 JRF
scholars and donated more than
$3.5 million. Charles Jones will
perform the National Anthem.

Subway project prompts street
closure at Wilshire and La Brea
Metro is advising about a major
street restoration project that will
involve full weekend closures of
Wilshire Boulevard between
Highland and La Brea avenues
beginning on April 22 and continuing for 10 weekends, excluding the
Memorial Day and Fourth of July
weekends.
The closures are necessary to
remove decking and restore the
street surface on Wilshire
Boulevard, as part of the Purple
Line Extension subway project.
Wilshire Boulevard will be closed
from 9 p.m. on Friday to 6 a.m. on
Monday. Motorists are advised to
plan ahead for detours. Traffic will
be diverted north to Sixth Street to
bypass the closure. Metro bus stops
may be relocated and services may
be impacted.
Cross passage work is occurring
near the future Wilshire/Fairfax station. A construction zone has also
been implemented in the center of
Wilshire Boulevard near Masselin
Avenue, and Wilshire Boulevard
will be reduced to two lanes in each
direction between Ridgely Drive
and Curson Avenue for approximately two years.
Traffic has also been impacted by
work near the future Wilshire/La
Cienega subway station through the

third quarter of 2022. Two lanes
will be open in each direction
between La Cienega and San
Vicente boulevards, and Gale Drive
will be temporarily closed north of
Wilshire Boulevard.
Near the future Wilshire/Rodeo
subway station, lanes will be intermittently closed on Wilshire
Boulevard between El Camino and
Crescent drives. Utility work will
begin in early May on permanent
electrical power lines to the station.
Ground improvement work in
preparation for the construction of
cross passage tunnels is also anticipated to begin in mid-May.
In Century City, crews are relocating sewers and storm drains in
the project area through the third
quarter of 2022. Excavation continues for the underground station
beneath Constellation Boulevard .
Crews will be conducting utility
investigations
on
Wilshire
Boulevard near Malcolm Avenue in
Westwood through April 22. Dewatering wells will be installed on
April 15-16 to support maintenance
activities for the tunnel boring
machines. For information, call the
24-hour project hotline at (213)9226934, email the project team at purplelineext@metro.net, or visit
metro.net.

Beginning on April 15, LADF
will launch Fundraiser 42, a threemonth effort to raise money for
Jackie Robinson Foundation
Scholarships. Fans can donate by
texting JACKIE42 to 41623. The
50/50 raffle proceeds will be dedicated to the Jackie Robinson
Foundation. The 42 jerseys worn
by the players will be auctioned in
June to support the overall effort.
Players, managers, coaches,
umpires and all on-field personnel
will wear Robinson’s number during the game, which also includes a
“42” logo patch on the Nike uniform sleeves and the New Era caps.

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority is providing Dodger
Stadium Express bus service from
Union Station starting on
Thursday, April 14. The Dodgers
will face the Cincinnati Reds during the opening home game of the
2022 season.
Express buses enable Dodgers
fans to attend baseball home
games without the hassles of driving and traffic congestion and
paying stadium parking fees. Fans
can ride the free Dodger Stadium
Express to the game. Regular fares
apply on all other connecting bus
and rail services.
For the home opener only,
express bus service from Union
Station will begin at 5:10 p.m., two
hours prior to the start of the game
and will run until 45 minutes after
the end of the game.
For all other games this season,
Union Station express bus service
will begin 90 minutes before the
start of the game.
“We hope fans enjoy an exciting
season of Dodger baseball this
year,” said Metro Board chair and
L.A. County Supervisor Hilda L.

Solis, 1st District. “Metro is ready
to help Dodger fans avoid stadium
traffic congestion and parking fees
by providing them with a fun,
stress-free way to get to and from
the game.”
The Dodger Stadium Express
from Los Angeles Union Station
will pick up fans every 10 minutes
in front of Union Station near the
Homebound Brew Haus. Service
will continue to Dodger Stadium
via Cesar Chavez and Sunset
boulevard. Passengers can use two
stops at the ballpark – behind center field or at the top deck.
“The Dodger Stadium Express
was one of the earliest examples of
our agency’s efforts to provide a
better customer experience for our
L.A. area baseball fans,” Metro
CEO Stephanie N. Wiggins said.
“Now, I am committed to going
even further in the coming years to
make public transit the first transportation choice among all sports
fans, no matter what sports team
they love to follow in L.A.
County.”
For specific route and schedule
information,
call
(323)GOMETRO, or visit metro.net.

MLB will donate all licensed royalties from the sales of caps to the
Jackie Robinson Foundation. In
addition, for the first time ever, all
MLB uniforms will feature a
Dodger Blue No. “42,” regardless
of their team colors.

In association with the U.S.
Conference of Mayors, hundreds of
mayors from across the United
States and Puerto Rico will participate in a social media campaign to
“Tip Their Caps” to Jackie
Robinson.

The
Loren L Zachary

National Vocal Competition

50th Anniversary
Grand Finals Concert
and Award Presentation

SUNDAY, MAY 22 AT 2 PM
The Wilshire Ebell Theatre
4401 West 8th Street, Los Angeles, California
2022 Finalists
Sahel Salam, tenor
Shaina Martinez, soprano
Ethan Vincent, baritone
Alaysha Fox, soprano
Anthony Ciaramitaro, tenor
Chelsea Lehnea, soprano
Jongwon Han, bass-baritone
Oliver Sewell, tenor
Meigui Zhang, soprano
Benjamin Dickerson, baritone
Christopher Oglesby, tenor
Brent McMunn, pianist

FREE: TICKETS REQUIRED

Send request with a self-addressed, stamped
envelope to: Loren L. Zachary Society
2250 Gloaming Way, Beverly Hills, CA 90210
Requirements concerning health safety in effect
on May 22 will be observed.
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Bojeaux runs for Beverly Hills City Council
By AAron Blevins

Attorney Darian Bojeaux is running for Beverly Hills City Council
to ensure that residents, not developers, shape the city’s future, especially as far as land-use matters are
concerned, she said.
She is among eight candidates
looking to potentially unseat one of
three incumbents – Councilmen
Lester Friedman, Robert Wunderlich and John Mirisch – in the June
7 Primary Election.
“I am concerned with the way the
‘city house of majority’ is attempting to increase … building height
limits and decrease parking requirements, which is not good for the
beauty and quality of life in our
city,” Bojeaux said.
Prior to the City Council’s
approval of its mixed-use ordinance, most of the main streets in
Beverly Hills had 45-foot height
limits, which helped retain the community feel of the city, she said.
“I don’t think this is good for our
city,” Bojeaux added. “Some people
will say, ‘Oh, we need to increase
density. We need to increase housing.’ Except, they rezoned for three
times the amount that was required
by [the state’s Regional Housing
Needs Assessment]
housing
requirements.”

I think a lot of
people just have no
idea what’s going
on until something
starts to get built
near them – if that’s
the situation, I just
want people to be
able to vote on it.”
-Darian Bojeaux
She said many residents are “so
busy trying to get by” that they may
not be aware of the council’s efforts
to increase height limits in Beverly
Hills. That is why she would like to
see the issue put on a ballot.
“The City Council majority don’t
want to put it on the ballot,”
Bojeaux said. “That’s really
because the majority, they want to
do what they want to do instead of
what their constituents want to do.”
She referenced the proposed
nine-story Cheval Blanc hotel project in the Business Triangle that is
currently going through the
approval process. Bojeaux said the
project will make traffic on “little”
Santa Monica Boulevard “impossible.”
“It’s a matter of values, and it’s
also a matter of taste,” she said.
Instead of the city pushing density on Beverly Hills’ main streets,
Bojeaux said she would like to see
the city allow residents the opportunity to build guesthouses on top of
their garages and other accessory
dwelling units, among other things.
Although she believes that her
residents-first approach to land-use
issues separates her from the rest of
the pack, Bojeaux said improving
public safety, supporting Beverly
Hills schools and managing the
city’s water supply are also important.
As far as public safety, Bojeaux
praised the Beverly Hills Police
Department’s increased use of security cameras, and she would like to
see that continue. She also suggested that the department increase its
foot patrols.
“I think there has to be something

that seems threatening to thieves,”
Bojeaux added.
She attended the ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the city’s Foothill
Water Treatment Plant, which was
rededicated on March 31 after being
out of service for the last seven years.
Bojeaux was pleased that the city will
be able to provide 20% of its own
water.
“I think that is an excellent idea,
and that we should go farther with it,”
she said.
Bojeaux would also like residents
to have access to internet at a reduced
cost. She said that as a member of
Team Beverly Hills, she learned of a
city project to provide free internet to

Beverly Hills residents, but it appears
that the project has stalled.
“It has to be investigated, and it has
to be fixed,” Bojeaux added. “I think
we should get really reduced-cost
internet at the very least.”
She also wants to promote fiscal
responsibility if elected. The candidate said she “really loves” the citywide holiday decorations, but she
questioned whether supporting them
financially is the best use of city
funds.
“We might need to cut that down a
little bit if we have other [needs] that
are basic to our survival,” Bojeaux
said. “I think we might try to reduce
a few things.”

A resident of Beverly Hills for
more than 36 years, she has never run
for public office, but she considers
herself a “watchdog” for the community. More than anything, Bojeaux
wants to ensure that residents are
involved in decisions that will change
the city.
“If the majority of residents want
to go up, if they want to have highrises and they want to become more
like New York or whatever, we
should really do that,” she added.
“But, if it’s more of a situation where
people are just not aware of what’s
going on, and I think that’s what’s
really going on – I think a lot of people just have no idea what’s going on
until something starts to get built near
them – if that’s the situation, I just
want people to be able to vote on it.”

photo courtesy of Darian Bojeaux

Darian Bojeaux

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

DATE:
TIME:

Thursday, April 28, 2022
1:30 PM, or as soon there
after as the matter may be
heard
LOCATION: Commission Meeting
Room 280A
Beverly Hills City Hall
455 North Rexford Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
PROJECT ADDRESS: 9800 Wilshire Boulevard & 121 Spalding Drive (At the
intersection of Wilshire Boulevard and Spalding Drive)
The Planning Commission of the City of Beverly Hills, at a REGULAR meeting
on April 28, 2022, will hold a public hearing beginning at 1:30 PM, or as soon
thereafter as the matter may be heard to consider:
Review and Potential Amendment of a Development Plan Review. The Planning Commission will review and potentially amend a previously approved Development Plan Review (DPR) that regulates rooftop uses for the buildings
located at 9800 Wilshire Boulevard & 121 Spalding Drive. The rooftop areas
of these buildings are primarily utilized by a business called Spring Place, which
is a co-working office and private membership club that also occupies offices
within the buildings. The Planning Commission previously reviewed the operations of Spring Place at its October 24, 2019 study session, and its November 12,
2020 regular meeting, which resulted in the adoption of Planning Commission
Resolution No. 1927 that regulates the rooftop uses and certain operations on
the site. Pursuant to Condition No. 12 of said resolution, the Planning Commission has requested to review the operations of Spring Place and their compliance
with the conditions of approval as a result of receiving several complaints related
to activities on the site, and an active Community Preservation case. At this hearing, the Planning Commission will review all current operations and compliance
with the conditions of approval of Resolution No. 1927, and may add or amend
other conditions of approval affecting Spring Place’s rooftop operations.
This project has been assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria contained in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources
Code Sections 21000 et seq.), the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of
Regulations, Title 14, Sections 15000 et seq.), and the environmental regulations
of the City. Upon review, the project appears to qualify for a Class 1 Categorical
Exemption (Existing Facilities) and Class 21 Categorical Exemption (Enforcement Actions by Regulatory Agencies) in accordance with the requirements of
Section 15301 and 15321 of the state CEQA Guidelines.
The Class 1 exemption is applicable to the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving
negligible or no expansion of use. The project does not involve any physical development, and will be limited to potential changes in the operational limitations
of the rooftop areas on the project site.
The Class 21 exemption is applicable to actions taken by regulatory agencies to enforce or revoke a lease, permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement for use issued, adopted, or prescribed by the regulatory agency or enforcement of a law,
general rule, standard, or objective, administered or adopted by the regulatory
agency, including the adoption of an administrative decision or order enforcing or
revoking the lease, permit, license, certificate, or entitlement for use or enforcing

the general rule, standard, or objective.
This project is being reviewed by the Planning Commission to ensure and enforce
compliance with a previously issued entitlement, and to potentially revoke and/or
modify said entitlement. Accordingly, the Planning Commission will consider a
recommendation to find the project categorically exempt, pursuant to Section
15301 and 15321, from further environmental review under CEQA.
How to Participate
In the interest of maintaining appropriate social distancing, members of the public can participate in, watch, or listen to the commission meetings through the
following methods:
In Person: Submit a speaker card to the Recording Secretary at the meeting.
Oral Comment: Call (310) 288-2288, select Option 1 when prompted. You will
be placed on a brief hold, and called upon to make a comment at the appropriate
time.
Video Comment: https://beverlyhills-org.zoom.us/my/bevpublic, enter passcode: 90210 when prompted.
Written Comment: Email commentPC@beverlyhills.org
Audio Only: Call (310) 288-2288, select Option 2 when prompted.
Watch LIVE: BHTV Channel 10 on Spectrum Cable or
www.beverlyhills.org/watchlive
It is recommended that written public comments be submitted to the Planning
Commission Recording Secretary by 11:30 AM on the meeting date. Public comments will also be taken during the meeting when the topic is being reviewed by
the Planning Commission. Written comments should identify the Agenda Item
number or topic in the subject line of the email.
In order to be read at the meeting, written comments will be allowed with a maximum of 350 words, which corresponds to approximately three (3) minutes of
speaking time. If a comment is received after the agenda item is heard, it will
not be a part of the record.
Any written comments received by end of the day on Tuesday, April 20, 2022 will
be attached to the agenda report regarding this item. Any comments received
after Tuesday, April 20, 2022, but prior the public hearing, will be distributed to
the Commission under separate cover.
According to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge the City’s action
in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else
raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence
delivered to the City, either at or prior to the public hearing. Please note that any
comments received prior to or during the public hearing will be considered as
part of the public record.
If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Chloe Chen, Associate Planner in the Planning Division at (310) 285-1194, or by email at
cchen@beverlyhills.org. Copies of the project plans and associated application
materials are on file in the Community Development Department, and can be
reviewed by any interested person at 455 North Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA
90210.
Sincerely:
Chloe Chen, Associate Planner

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the City of Beverly Hills will make reasonable efforts to accommodate persons with disabilities. If you require special assistance, please contact (310) 285-1126 (voice) or (310) 285-6881 (TTY) prior to the meeting for assistance.
Providing at least forty-eight (48) hours advance notice will help to ensure availability of services. City Hall, including the Council Chamber and
Room 280A, is wheelchair accessible. The City Hall Council Chamber and Room 280A are also equipped with audio equipment for the hearing
impaired.
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Artist’s works educate about the Holocaust
By edwin folven
Learn about the Holocaust and
the experiences of Jews in Eastern
Europe during World War II with
the David Labkovski Project,
which is holding virtual programs
in April for its annual Yom
HaShoah Holocaust remembrance
ceremony.
The David Labkovski Project
uses works by the Lithuanian artist
Labkovski (1906-1991) to preserve
memories and educate young people about the Holocaust. The artist
grew up in Lithuania and experienced Nazi aggression first-hand,
as well as the brutality of the
Soviets. He was arrested by
Russian forces in 1942 and imprisoned for nearly four years, spending most of the time in a Soviet
gulag in Siberia.
Leora Raikin, the artist’s great
niece and executive director of the
David Labkovski Project, said he
painted portraiture and artworks
depicting the world around him,
including his time in prison. The
paintings and drawings show the
brutality of the German and Soviet
forces, and hold important lessons
for people today in preventing similar situations, she added.
“Our main focus is on education
and using his art as a vehicle to
educate and empower students, so
they will educate their peers,”
Raikin said. “His artwork provides
a visual history of Jewish life and
the Jewish experience before, during and after the Holocaust.”
The David Labkovski Project
will hold its virtual Reflect &
Respond Program for Holocaust
Commemoration on Thursday,
April 28, at 7 p.m. In the days leading up to the event, Raikin encourages students 12 and older, as well
as adults, to participate in the
Reflect & Respond Program, in
which they can view Labkovski’s
works online and respond with
poetry, prose or their own artworks.

Their responses will be included
in an online journal and presented
during the April 28 virtual commemoration. They will also be displayed along with “A Visual Diary
of the Past,” an online interactive
exhibit that teachers can use to educate students. The deadline to participate in the Reflect & Respond
Program is April 22. For information,
visit
davidlabkovskiproject.org/reflectand-respond-2022.html.
Labkovski, who survived imprisonment in Siberia because he
served as the prison’s tattoo artist,
returned to Lithuania after his
release, Raikin said. The artist later
married and moved in 1958 to
Israel, where he spent the remainder of his life. Raikin said her uncle
refused to sell his art, which is now
held by the David Labkovski
Project. His work has been exhibited locally at the Los Angeles
Museum of the Holocaust, the
Museum of Tolerance and
Shalhevet High School in Los
Angeles, as well as Loyola
Marymount University, Chapman
University and West Point Military
Academy.
“The David Labkovski project
has enabled me to gain a new perspective of the Holocaust through
the lens of David Labkovski’s artwork,” Shalhevet High School student Amalia Abecassis said. “I
believe that students should join
the DLP so that they too can learn
about David’s experiences and be
able to gain the tools necessary to
understand how to look at a piece
of artwork.”
Raikin added that Labkovski
witnessed atrocities committed by
both the Germans and Soviets, and
his paintings provide a glimpse into
what can happen when such
aggression goes unchecked. There
are also parallels between his
works and the current Russian
invasion of Ukraine, she said.
“Stalin was responsible for mil-

Motion supports reproductive services
Los Angeles City Council
President Nury Martinez, 6th
District, on April 8 introduced a
motion in support of the Roe v.
Wade decision and asked the city to
begin preparing for an influx of
women seeking reproductive care
ahead of the upcoming Dobbs v.
Jackson Women’s Health Clinic
ruling.
“A woman’s right to an abortion
is crucial to our fight for equality in
America,” Martinez said. “We cannot ask women to risk their lives by
revoking their right to a safe medical procedure. I stand with women,
California stands with women, and
today, our city has reaffirmed that
Los Angeles stands with and for
women.”
For decades, women fought to
gain control over their own bodies
and in 1973, the Supreme Court
affirmed their ability to choose
without excessive government regulation in their Roe v. Wade decision, Martinez said.
However, in December 2021, the
U.S. Supreme Court heard oral
arguments in the case of Dobbs v.
Jackson Women’s Health Clinic,
which centers on Mississippi’s
2018 “Gestational Age Act” prohibiting abortions after the 15th
week, before the fetus becomes
viable. If the Supreme Court rules
in favor of the state of Mississippi,
the landmark Roe v. Wade decision
would be considered overturned.
“Abortion rights are under attack

across the country at a level we
have not seen since Roe v. Wade
was decided in 1973,” said Celinda
M. Vázquez, executive director of
Planned Parenthood Advocacy
Project Los Angeles County. “As of
today, 26 states are poised to
severely restrict or outright ban
abortions should Roe be overturned
in June. Banning abortion does not
decrease the need for them, and it is
imperative that Los Angeles positions itself as a leader and a safe
haven in the reproductive justice
movement. We applaud Council
President Nury Martinez and the
city of Los Angeles for taking this
important step to protect abortion
access in our community and country.”
According to a report by Planned
Parenthood, more than 36 million
women and other people who may
become pregnant will lose access to
abortion care.
Projections by the Guttmacher
Institute indicate that California is
likely to see an increase of 46,000
to 1.4 million women of reproductive age (15-49) whose nearest
provider would be in California,
roughly a 3,000% increase.
The motion directs City Attorney
Mike Feuer to file an amicus brief
in support of the Jackson Women’s
Health Clinic’s position and the
decision of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the 5th Circuit in the
case of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Clinic.

lions of tragic deaths, and during
that time under a tyrannical leader,
you could be arrested for any reason. His paintings show the brutality he experienced under the
Russians and you really see the
brutality the Russians were capable
of,” Raikin said. “There is something very chilling when we look at
these images of human suffering
[in Ukraine]. We didn’t think we’d
be talking about this in 2022 and
seeing this devastation and suffering.”
To attend the free virtual Yom
HaShoah Holocaust Remembrance
Day program on April 22, visit
davidlabkovskiproject.org/holocaust-commemoration-2022.html.

photo courtesy of the David Labkovski Project

Artist David Labkovski’s works depict his experiences during the
Holocaust, and during imprisonment in a Soviet gulag.
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Sweeping proposal addresses illegal dumping Inspector general to serve
as watchdog over LADWP

The Los Angeles City Council
unanimously approved a series of
proposals on April 13 introduced by
Councilmen Paul Koretz, 5th
District, and Kevin de León, 14th
District, aimed at enhancing the
city’s ability to more effectively
respond to the growing problem of
illegal dumping in neighborhoods
across Los Angeles.
Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, who seconded the motions
and who chairs the Energy, Climate
Change, Environmental Justice and
River Committee, expedited the proposals to ensure quick implementation of increased services.
“Illegal dumping used to be a nuisance relegated to back alleys, but
the problem has exploded throughout our city in recent years and now
plagues our streets and neighborhoods,” de León said. “Criminals
flagrantly scoff at our laws and
dump mountains of trash and debris
openly while city services struggle
to keep up. Today, we’re bolstering
our city services so we can get our
streets cleaned up and hold criminals trashing our communities
accountable.”
The trio announced an increase in
city services, including the doubling
of the L.A. Sanitation and
Environment staff assigned to
address illegal dumping and spot
cleanups, thereby reducing the city
response times and expanding the
city’s Comprehensive Cleaning and
Rapid Engagement program for
homeless encampments.
To increase response times, the
proposal will specifically,add 61
permanent new positions to
LASAN, appropriate $4.45 million
for salaries and expenses, allocate
$10.7 million for a fleet of 25 new
collection vehicles to expand the
city’s existing Multi-Family Bulky
item pickup program, identify and
expedite development of new
regional facilities to deploy staff and
equipment faster and call for a
detailed multi-lingual and multiplatform strategy for increased public education.
The proposal will also reconvene
the city’s interdepartmental Illegal
Dumping Working Group made up
of representatives from city departments to consider implementation
of camera enforcement, a progressive fee/fine structure for illegal
dumping and environmental design
to deter illegal dumping.

photo courtesy of the 5th Council District office

Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th District, spoke after the City Council
approved proposals to address illegal dumping in neighborhoods. He
was joined by Councilmen Mitch O’Farrell, front left, and Kevin De Leon.

“The health and well-being of a
city and its residents can be measured by the amount of trash and
debris on its streets. Last year, the
Bureau of Sanitation responded to
more than 30,000 illegal dumping
calls and removed almost 15,000
tons of solid waste from our streets.
This doesn’t bode well for the health
and well-being of Angelenos, particularly low-income communities
of color that have borne the brunt of
this problem,” Koretz said. “[This]
action is more than a year in the
making and a significant step
toward providing more funding and
staff, and ramping up both education and enforcement. Los Angeles
won’t be a dumping ground any
longer.”
“A clean city is a safe city, and
illegal dumping is a public hazard,”
O’Farrell said. “Angelenos want
and deserve clean neighborhoods.
With better education, coordination,
and resources, today’s action is a
major step forward in the right
direction.”
A recent report released by the
L.A. City Controller’s office found
that illegal dumping of trash and
hazardous items in the city’s public
areas rose an unprecedented 450%
between 2016 and 2020. In 2016,
solid waste picked up by sanitation
crews was approximately 9,200
tons. By 2020, the amount of solid
waste collected reached 14,500 tons
in just the first eight months of the
year. Thousands of tons of trash and
hazardous waste are illegally discarded on streets, in alleys, and

Earth Day fun returns to Park La Brea

Park La Brea will present its fourth
annual Earth Day celebration at the
Park La Brea Activity Center at Curson
Square on Saturday, April 23, from
10:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
The event will include Solar System
ambassadors from NASA, and visitors
can pick up a NASA sticker and Solar
System Cards. New Park La Brea electric maintenance vehicles will also be
on display, and people can also speak

with LAPD cadets and have organic
coffee at the Curson Café.
From 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Park La
Brea will also host its electronic waste
and hazardous household waste roundup at Tower 48 and the activities center.
The Park La Brea Activity Center is
located at 475 S. Curson Ave. For
information, call Sylvie Brousseau at
(323)549-5432
or
email
sylvie.brousseau@parklabrea.com.
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Park La Brea will hold Earth Day activities on April 23.

along with other public spaces
annually, particularly in low-income
neighborhoods.
“We at LASAN are extremely
appreciative of the leadership of
these council members and the
entire City Council for dedicating
additional resources for us to provide services faster and more efficiently,” Sal Rosales, chief environmental compliance inspector in the
Livability Services Division, said.
“As the city's environmental utility,
we take seriously our responsibility
to ensure environmental public
health and safety for all
Angelenos. These new resources
will have a significant impact in
meeting our goals.”

Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti announced on April 11
that the Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power has selected
Sergio Perez as the department’s
first inspector general.
“Transparency and accountability are instrumental to running a
utility that Angelenos can rely on
and trust,” Garcetti said. “Sergio
has the breadth and depth of experience to make certain that the
department is always working to
uphold the highest standards of
integrity and improve customer
confidence.”
As part of his LADWP reform
agenda, Garcetti created the Office
of the Inspector General in 2019.
As the new inspector general,
Perez will be part of the LADWP’s
senior leadership team, providing
continuous review and oversight of
contracting, whistleblower complaints, ethics and internal policies.
Perez will initiate investigations
and oversee the department’s
Internal Audit Division, Special
Investigations Unit and ethics
compliance staff.
“On behalf of the department, I
am proud to welcome Sergio Perez
as the first inspector general,” said
Martin Adams, LADWP’s general
manager and chief engineer. “With
the new post, we will now have a
dedicated individual with a wealth
of experience whose sole focus is
to uphold the integrity of the
department by combating activities

that may tarnish the reputation of
our hardworking employees and
furthering our mission of providing
the highest level of service to our
customers.”
Perez comes to LADWP from
Orange County’s Office of
Independent Review, where he
served as executive director. Prior
to working for Orange County,
Perez served as director of
enforcement for the Los Angeles
City Ethics Commission, where he
managed a team of attorneys and
investigators that assessed allegations of misconduct relating to city
employees, political appointees
and elected officials. He will start
the position on May 9.
“I have spearheaded accountability and transparency efforts
effectively throughout my career in
government by working to identify
and correct individual instances of
fraud, waste and abuse to get at
their root, systemic causes, all with
an eye on collaboration and problem solving,” Perez said. “As a recognized leader in oversight, systems reform and local government,
I look forward to working with
LADWP’s current leadership in its
efforts to improve the agency’s
practices and increase public trust
and appreciation for the department’s work. For that reason, I am
excited to serve as LADWP’s first
inspector general.”
For
information,
visit
lamayor.org and ladwp.com.
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West Hollywood to host virtual meeting on budget
West Hollywood community
members are invited to learn about
the city’s budget priorities for the
fiscal years 2022-23 and 2023-24
at an upcoming virtual public
meeting with the West Hollywood
City Council Finance and Budget
Subcommittee.
The Finance and Budget
Subcommittee meeting will take
place on Friday, April 15, at 10
a.m. via Zoom, and the meeting
will be livestreamed on the city’s
YouTube
channel
at youtube.com/wehotv.
The meeting is free and open to
the public, and public comment is
welcome. The meeting agenda and
staff report can be found

at weho.org/councilagendas und
er the “Finance and Budget
Subcommittee Meetings” section.
To provide public comment, please
follow dial-in instructions on the
first page of the meeting
agenda.
The Finance and Budget
Subcommittee, comprising the
city’s mayor and mayor pro tempore, provides input on the city
budget before its adoption by the
full City Council. The subcommittee will discuss funding priorities
for the next two fiscal years.
Additionally, the subcommittee
may provide direction on matters
relating to capital improvements,
homelessness, public safety and

Letters to the Editor
Chris Erskine’s
columns are
wonderful

Re “I just don’t get Hawaii”
by columnist Chris Erskine, April
7 issue
It is a true pleasure and delight
to read Chris Erskine’s column in
the Beverly Press every
Thursday. In fact, my wife Shari
and I keep the newspaper the
entire week and re-read his column more than once to lift our
spirits!
Chris’ unique writing style,
Du-par's Easter.new.4.7.qxp_Layout 1 4/5/22
wit, wisdom and humor is des-

perately needed at this time and
is a valuable gift and treasure to
our community. Thank you to
Michael and Karen Villalpando
and the entire Beverly Press team
for publishing Chris’ column.
Leonard and Shari Shapiro
Los Angeles
Hey – I love Hawaii! Whadda
ya talkin’ about!
Good tip on making a reservation over there. Drive carefully
Santa!
Gregory
Speth
2:49 PM Page 1
Camarillo

other budget topics that span multiple years.
The city of West Hollywood’s
current year annual operating budget and capital work plan is available online in an interactive format
at weho.org/budget (click the
“Approved FY2021-2022 Budget”
link at the center of the page).
The online budget provides easily accessible information about
budgeted city revenues and expenditures in a user-friendly format.
For more information about
the Finance
and
Budget
Subcommittee meeting, please contact Christine Safriet, city of West
Hollywood budget officer, at
(323)848-6467
or
at csafriet@weho.org. For people who are deaf or hard of hearing,
please call TTY (323)848-6496.

Beverly Hills Council recognizes
human relations commissioner

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

The Beverly Hills City Council recognized former human relations
commissioner Annette Saleh during the April 12 City Council meeting
with a special proclamation for her accomplishments and service.

WeHo seeks applicants for temporary summer jobs

West Hollywood is holding the
largest Recreation Services Division
summer employment recruitment
program in city history, seeking to
fill more than four dozen job openings.
The city is seeking enthusiastic
and motivated individuals for positions that support, deliver and coordinate recreation and aquatic programs, events and services at the
new West Hollywood Aquatic and
Recreation Center at West
Hollywood Park, and the Plummer
Park Community Center.
Open positions include temporary

photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

Positions are open in the new
West Hollywood Aquatics Center.

recreation leaders and assistants,
temporary recreation aides for sum-

mer day camp, temporary lifeguards
and temporary aquatics aides. West
Hollywood offers flexible schedules, fun and creative work environments, and paid on-the-job training.
Little to no experience is required
for most positions.
All applications are due by 5 p.m.
on Friday, April 15. Qualifying
applicants will be invited to a
mandatory group interview on
Saturday, April 23, from 8:30 a.m.noon at Plummer Park, 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd.
For information and to apply, visit
weho.org/jobs.

Eggciting Easter
MENU

Served Thursday, April 14 - Sunday, April 17
Starter

Soup du Jour

Entrées

Bourbon Glazed Ham
Or Roasted Salmon

DINE IN OR
TAKE-OUT!

Side Dishes

Charred Asapragus
Creamy Mashed Potatoes
Dinner Rolls

Dessert

Choice of Du-par’s Fruit Pie

Adults: $29.95
Children: $17.95

Children’s order does not include soup or dessert
des

6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

Follow Us!

@duparsfm
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Impasta recognized by
Beverly Hills City Council

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

During the Beverly Hills City Council meeting on April 12, Mayor Lili
Bosse and her fellow council members recognized Impasta as her
first “60 Second Shout Out” business. From left are Councilman
Lester Friedman, Vice Mayor Julian Gold, Mayor Lili Bosse, Impasta
owner and founder Harrison Litvak and Councilmen John Mirisch
and Bob Wunderlich.

O’Farrell leads effort protecting
Native American resources

The Los Angeles City Council
unanimously approved a resolution
on April 12 by Councilmen Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, and Paul
Koretz, 5th District, affirming the
city’s support of the Chumash
tribe’s proposed Chumash Heritage
National Marine Sanctuary designation from the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration.
The Chumash tribe is one of
three tribes indigenous to the Los
Angeles area.
“Los Angeles is leading the way
on advancing environmental protections, and it is very important to
me to elevate the voices of
Indigenous communities,” said
O’Farrell, chair of the Energy,
Climate Change, Environmental
Justice and River Committee and
the first Native American elected to
the Los Angeles City Council. “Our
waters, beaches and biodiversity
are what make Los Angeles and all
of Southern California unique and
beautiful. We must do all we can to
protect these local ecosystems, and
we urge the federal government to
approve this groundbreaking proposal from the Chumash.”
“It makes good fiscal and environmental sense to protect
California’s coastal waters which
attract millions of tourists annually,” Koretz added. “Marine-protected areas have time-and-again
shown that giving nature a breather
can have a tremendously beneficial

healing effect on underwater biodiversity. We must prioritize protection of native flora, fauna and
Native cultures, because they are
each vital to the future of
California.”
In 2015, the Northern Chumash
Tribal Council submitted a nomination for the Chumash Heritage
National Marine Sanctuary to the
NOAA. In November 2021, the
Biden administration and NOAA
formally advanced the proposal to
the designation process, a significant step in a decades-long effort to
preserve sacred Chumash cultural
sites, unique coastal waters and biodiversity hotspots along the Central
Coast of California, O’Farrell said.
Even with the steps taken by the
Biden administration, the proposal
is still pending with NOAA. If successful, it will be the first
Indigenous-led National Marine
Sanctuary designation in the history
of the United States.
O’Farrell, a citizen of the
Wyandotte Nation, has led the City
Council in adopting initiatives
important to Native American communities, including the replacement
of Columbus Day with Indigenous
Peoples Day, adoption of the
Indigenous LAnd Initiative, and the
issuance of a formal apology from
the city of Los Angeles to Native
Americans.
For information, visit cd13.lacity.org.

Federal funds earmarked for Thai marketplace

The
Thai
Community
Development Center will receive $1
million for its Thai Town
Marketplace project as part of the
$1.5-trillion omnibus appropriations bill that was approved by the
U.S. Congress and signed into law
by President Joe Biden in March.
The congressional spending
package funds federal operations
for the remainder of fiscal year
2022. The $1 million in funds allocated to the Thai CDC will support
construction completion and startup
costs for the Thai Town
Marketplace, which will be located
at Western Avenue and Hollywood
Boulevard.
The grant was made at the request
of U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank), who requested funds for
projects serving the needs of communities in California’s 28th
Congressional District. The Thai
CDC is honored to have been chosen to receive the funding. The project will offer many benefits to the
members of the Hollywood and
East Hollywood communities.
“The Thai Town Marketplace
will be much more than an exciting
new retail venue – it’s going to be a
launching pad for budding entrepreneurs, a pillar of support for the
local community and a world-class
cultural destination for Angelenos
and visitors alike,” Schiff said. “It
has been an honor to fight for and
deliver $1 million for the Thai
Community Development Center
so this wonderful project can finally
open its doors and L.A.’s Thai community can continue leading the
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The $1 million in federal funds will be used to help complete the Thai
Town Marketplace at Hollywood Boulevard and Western Avenue.

revitalization of this neighborhood.”
The TTMP was first conceived in
2006 and $5 million has already
been spent on its construction,
which began in 2018. With the additional $1 million, the Thai CDC will
complete construction and open the
marketplace. The TTMP will serve
as a public market and small business incubator providing lowincome entrepreneurs with a lowcost commercial space, technical
assistance and training to help them
start and grow their businesses.
Eighteen new food, retail and artisan small business vendors will be
selected to participate in three-year
cycles.
The marketplace will also create
40 entrepreneurship, management
and service jobs for low-income

Opening April 30, 2022

residents, as well as 18 additional
jobs in the community with each
incubation cycle. Additionally, 20
temporary construction-related jobs
will be created.
“On behalf of the Thai
Community Development Center
and the Thai community we serve, I
wish to express our most heartfelt
gratitude for this extraordinary
investment in our community and in
the lives, dreams and aspirations of
Thai immigrant entrepreneurs who
will launch their American dreams.
Thank you for your confidence in
our community, in the strength,
determination and resourcefulness
of ordinary people, and the power of
dreams,” said Chanchanit Martorell,
executive director of the Thai CDC.
For information, visit thaicdc.org.
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Holocaust Museum LA to expand

The S. Mark Taper Foundation
has awarded $1.5 million to support
the expansion of Holocaust
Museum LA, doubling the museum’s existing footprint in Pan
Pacific Park. The expansion will
allow the museum to increase visitor capacity, expand educational
programs, present a wider range of
community and cultural events and
incorporate cutting-edge technology to preserve Holocaust survivor
testimonies.
The grant is earmarked toward the
construction of a theater, to be
named the S. Mark Taper
Foundation Theater. Located on the
new Jona Goldrich Campus, the
200-seat first-rate facility will enable
the museum to accommodate larger
and more diverse audiences of students and visitors for thought-provoking programs and events, including Holocaust survivor talks, concerts and lectures, that teach the critical lessons of the Holocaust and
their continued social relevance. A
performance stage, top-of-the-line
audio-visual equipment and live
streaming capabilities will also
enable the museum to expand its
offerings to include family programming, theater performances, film
screenings and conferences.

“Ten years from now, most
Holocaust survivors will be gone.
The foundation is proud to partner
with Holocaust Museum LA to
build a space where visitors, now
and into the future, can learn from
survivors’ important legacies. The
intensifying war in Ukraine and
refugee crisis reinforce the significant and continuing need for
Holocaust education,” Amelia
Taper Bolker, the vice president of
the S. Mark Taper Foundation, said.
In addition to the S. Mark Taper
Foundation Theater, the new campus will feature outdoor reflective
spaces, large galleries and classrooms. a new pavilion to house an
authentic Nazi-era boxcar found
outside Majdanek and a dedicated
theater for the University of
Southern California’s Shoah
Foundation’s “Dimensions in
Testimony” exhibition that allows
visitors to have a virtual conversation with a Holocaust survivor
using holographic capture and
voice recognition software.
The museum’s “Building Truth”
capital campaign goal is $45 million. With this generous leadership
grant from the S. Mark Taper
Foundation, the project is on track
to break ground this summer. The

expanded campus will be open for
business by summer 2024 and will
allow the museum to triple its current capacity in its first year of
operation to 150,000 visitors,
including 60,000 students. By
2030, the museum aims to reach
500,000 visitors.
“The S. Mark Taper Foundation
was a lead donor in the construction
of the museum’s permanent home
in Pan Pacific Park in 2010, and we
are exceptionally grateful for their
continued support of our efforts to
ensure ‘never again’ becomes a
reality, as we are seeing history
repeat itself. As a prominent grant
maker in the southern California
philanthropic community, this new
generous grant from the foundation highlights the importance of
multiplying our critical work to
empower future generations to
stand up against antisemitism,
hatred, and bigotry. The Taper
name is synonymous with the cultural landscape of Los Angeles, and
we are thrilled to have it grace our
new theater,” Beth Kean, Holocaust
Museum LA CEO, said.
For more information about the
museum’s expansion, visit: holo
caustmuseumLA.org/expansion.

Group brings the music of Ukraine to L.A.
UCLA’s Center for the Art of
Performance presents Ukrainian
music quartet DakhaBrakha performing on Sunday, April 24, at
7 p.m. at the Theatre at ACE
Hotel.
With war continuing in Ukraine,
DakhaBrakha has decided to continue its planned tour in the spirit of
sharing culture and promoting
international solidarity. CAP
UCLA stands in solidarity with
DakhaBrakha and all the Ukrainian
artists who have been impacted by
the war.
Founded in 2004 by theater
director Vladyslav Troitskyi at the
Dakh Contemporary Arts Center in
Kyiv, Ukraine, DakhaBrakha is an
“ethno-chaos” quartet. The name
means “give/take” in the old
Ukrainian language. After experimenting with Ukrainian folk
music, the band has added rhythms
from the surrounding world into its
music, creating a unique and unforgettable sound. DakhaBrakha
strives to open the potential of
Ukrainian melodies and bring
them to the younger generation in

photo © 2022 Craig Schwartz Photography

Nija Okoro and Greg Alverez Reid give compelling performances in
“Blues for an Alabama Sky,” running through May 8 at the Center
Theatre Group/Mark Taper Forum.

Production revives ‘Blues
for an Alabama Sky’

The revival of Pearl Cleage’s
“Blues for an Alabama Sky” runs
through Saturday, May 8 at the
Center Theatre Group/Mark Taper
Forum. Directed by CTG’s associate artist, Tony Award-winning
actress Phylicia Rashad, the production features Joe Holt, Nija
Okoro, Dennis Pearson, Greg
Alverez Reid and Kim Steele.
The production is set in 1930s
Harlem. Angel is a free-spirited
Cotton Club singer who’s out of
luck but never out of dreams. Guy
is a costume designer waiting for
Josephine Baker to invite him to
join her in Paris. Delia, a young
activist, is trying to give the
women of Harlem a choice about
their future. Sam, a prominent

physician, is either delivering
babies or at the club letting the
good times roll. And Leland, who
recently arrived in Harlem from
Alabama, is haunted by the wideopen skies and lost love he left
behind. The lives and dreams of
the men and women converge as
the art and celebration of the
Harlem Renaissance give way to
the harsh realities of the Great
Depression.
Tickets for “Blues for an
Alabama Sky” start at $30. The
Center Theatre Group/Mark Taper
Forum is located at The Music
Center, 135 N. Grand Ave., downtown. For information and tickets,
call (213)628-2772, or visit centertheatregroup.org.

Happy Passover
& Easter
photo by Vilchynska Tetiana

DakhaBrakha redefines Ukrainian folk music. The group will perform on
April 24.

Ukraine, and people around the
world. Tickets start at $50. The
Theatre at ACE Hotel is located at

929 S. Broadway. For information,
call (310)825-2101, or visit
cap.ucla.edu.

to all my neighbors
and clients
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Melanie Wine Bar
talks wine

O

n Friday, April 15 at 4 p.m.,
join Melanie Wine Bar’s wine
director and expert sommelier,
Austin Ferrier, to taste and learn
how orange wine is made. This onehour class is $55 per person and
includes wine tastings, along with
cheese and charcuterie. Purchase
tickets at eventbrite.com/e/melanietalks-wine-tickets-306213110657.
8310 W. 3rd St., (323)592-3390.

Easter Sunday at
L’Ermitage

A

three-course, French-inspired
brunch will be served family
style at Avec Nous. Enjoy an option
for free-flowing Moet & Chandon
mimosas to sip with a quiche
Lorraine, rosemary garlic lamb

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News
variety of culinary stations and even
an indoor Easter egg hunt for children 12 and under. Reservations
must be booked in advance via
OpenTable and must be pre-paid.
Pricing starts at $220 for adults and
$90 for children under 12. 9850
chops, gratin dauphinois and an Wilshire Blvd., (310)860-6700.
apricot and pistachio tart. Each
group will receive a custom chocolate art piece to take home from
world-renowned pastry chef
Stephanie Boswell. The brunch is
$130 per adult and $65 for children
under 12. The Moet & Chandon
free flowing mimosas are $65 per
adult during brunch from 11 a.m. to
elebrate Easter Sunday with
4 p.m. Reservations are booked via
Sofitel Los Angeles at Beverly
OpenTable. 9291 Burton Way,
Hills’ blooming outdoor garden
(877)831-4284.
patio Le Jardin at Riviera 31.
Culinary brunch items include
crispy jumbo lump crab cakes and
creamy deviled eggs, along with
carnitas eggs benedict and basil
crusted lamb chops. Colorful,
n Sunday, April 17, a curated brunch-friendly cocktails include
brunch by chef Jean-Georges mimosas and bellinis. Easter theme
Vongerichten and culinary director activities include an egg hunt in the
Steve Benjamin is available in two garden and live music from 11 a.m.
seatings at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. Brunch is $65 per person
This is the first time the grand or $95 with cocktails. The event is
brunch will take place in the Astor $45 for children between 5-and-12Ballroom with a live performance years-old. 8555 Beverly Blvd.,
by Analog Jukebox. There will be a (310)278-5444.

Sofitel Los Angeles
at Beverly Hills
Easter Brunch

C

Waldorf Astoria
Easter Brunch

O

For the Holidays!

photo courtesy of STK Steakhouse

STK Steakhouse will offer Easter specials on April 16 and 17.

Easter weekend at STK

T

wo days of specials are available at STK on April 16 and
April 17 for all day brunch and
dinner. Indulge in brunch favorites
including truffle steak and egg,
and a plate of hot chicken and
waffles. During dinner, Easter specials include Dungeness crab dev-

iled eggs and Colorado lamb Tbones. The menu is available for
dine in or takeout and delivery.
Come back on tax day, April 18,
for $10.40 specialty cocktails all
day long in the bar and on the
patio. 930 Hilgard Ave., (310)6593535.

Ord攀 East攀 Pies!

American Raised Leg of Lamb,
Hams,
Beef Short Ribs or Beef Brisket

Key Lime • Cherry
Strawberry • Blueberry • Apple
Raspberry Sky • Boston Cream
Many More!

Follow Us!

6333 W. Third St. • 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com

Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 80 Years

@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 • frances@dupars-psr.com
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Bourbon Steak
Easter Brunch

O

n Sunday, April 17, the MINA
Group classic steakhouse at
The Americana will host the Easter
bunny between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
during a three-course brunch priced
at $85 per person. Highlights
include croque madame French
toast made with brioche bread,
melted gruyere cheese, ham and a
sunny side up egg with either fresh
jam or maple syrup. Other menu
items include the dry-aged truffle
steak burger with triple creme brie,
caramelized onion fondue and a
truffle aioli. Have a mimosa party at
your table with bottles of sparkling
wine and fresh juices or sip MINA
Group signature Diane’s bloody
Mary. Dinner resumes in the
evening at 5 p.m. 237 S. Brand
Blvd., (818)839-4130.

Beachside fivecourse brunch

A

t the Jamaica Bay Inn, sit outside at the Beachside Restaurant
for a five-course Easter brunch. Start

with an Easter-theme welcome beverage before dining on deviled eggs,
carrot cake pancakes, fried chicken
and French toast. The brunch is $65
per person and reservations are available at OpenTable. 4175 Admiralty
Way, (310)823-5333.

Hotel Casa del Mar

A

scrumptious Easter brunch will
be served beachside at the
Hotel Casa del Mar for $115 per
person from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Special menu items include oysters
and pearls, lobster and shrimp
Benedict, rustic brioche French
toast and carrot cake. 1910 Ocean
Way, (310)581-5533.

John Kelly
Chocolates

I

n honor of Earth Day, from April
17 through April 23 John Kelly
Chocolates will donate a portion of its
chocolate butterflies’ sales to the
North American Butterfly Association. John Kelly Chocolates is making hand-molded dark and milk
chocolate butterflies to honor Earth

For Your Passover
or Easter Table

Beef Brisket
First Cut or Point Cut

Leg of Lamb
Perfect for roasting or rotisserie

At the Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St. • #350 • (323) 938-5383

Day. The fanciful butterfly shells are
filled with vanilla butter caramel, sea
salt and crushed almonds. They can
be purchased as a box of four or in a
gold box of nine mixed with dark and
milk chocolate butterflies. It’s
wrapped in a festive butterfly sleeve.
9523 S. Santa Monica Blvd.,
(323)851-3269; 1508 N. Sierra
Bonita Ave., (323)851-3277 and 1111
1/2 Montana Ave., (310)899-0900.

Easter at Loews
Santa Monica

C

elebrate by the beach with a
grand Easter brunch. Enjoy live
music, an Easter egg hunt, DIY
Easter bunny ears and photos with
the Easter Bunny, seaside cinema
with movies such as “Hop” and
special room packages. The brunch
is $119 per adult and $75 per child
10 years and under. 1700 Ocean
Ave., (310)576-3136.

Nueva Easter
brunch and dinner

E

njoy a south of the border meal
this Easter Sunday on two out-

door patios. Start with fresh orange
juice and a bubbly bottle for $20.
Menu highlights include a smoky
Caesar or street cart salad. The chef
is preparing classic and vegan
ceviche, carrot tacos, chicken tinga
and carne asada tacos. Brunch will
be served from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
with dinner service from 3 p.m. to 9
p.m. NUEVA is available for takeout and delivery on Toast. 822
Washington Blvd., (310)747-6050.

Easter brunch at
Conservatory

E

xecutive Chef Victor Munoz is
preparing staff-served culinary
stations, bottomless mimosas,
bloody Marys and a live DJ in the
beautiful open-air Conservatory
setting. The special event on April
17 is $100 per adult and $40 for
children 10 years and under.
Highlights include petit tres leches
French toast, Guajillo chilaquiles,
oysters on the half shell, a carving
station and chocolate hazelnut
beignets. Reservations can be made
via Resy with three seatings available at 10 a.m., 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.
8289 Santa Monica Blvd.,
(323)654-0020.

Lilly Rose Spring
High Tea & Highballs

D

uring the months of April and
May, indulge in fragrant floral
flavor tea, along with light bites and
pastries, at The Wayfarer DTLA.
Besides exotic tea, the menu also
offers one-of-a-kind cocktails, or
guests can create their own highball
with a selection of spirits. The cost
is $50 per person. 813 Flower St.,
(213)285-4443.

Chef Gaggan Anand
takes over E.P. & L.P.

O

n April 20, a one night only
pop-up will be open with street
food-style bites and drinks by chef
Gagga Anand with E.P. & L.P.’s
Monty Koludrovic and Nick Russo.
From 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. sip an iconic
Singapore Sling cocktail, beer or
glass of wine while enjoying views
on the rooftop and eating creative
Indian appetizers. Tickets are $99 per
person. Walk-ins will be based on
capacity. Reservations can be made
at eplosangeles.com/gaggan. 603 N.
La Cienega Blvd. (310)855-9955.

Hop on Over for
Some Hot Stacks!

Banana
Pumpkin
Blackberry

Blueberry
Strawberry
Nutella

Chocolate Chip
Cinnamon Apple
Reese’s

For Easter Morning!

Du-par’s
Famous
Original

Griddle At Home!
Pancake Batter
32 oz. - $11.95 • 16 oz. $9.95
+ melted butter & syrup

6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

NEW HOURS
Open Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-7:30pm
Sat. & Sun. 6am - 7:30pm
Follow Us!

@duparsfm
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Enjoy authentic Italian pasta at UOVO
Dining at UOVO recently, I was
reminded of an episode of Stanley
Tucci’s culinary travel show
“Searching for Italy,” introducing
viewers to mouthwatering dishes
prepared by the actor-turned chef.
Sitting at the exquisite wraparound wood counter at the newly
opened UOVO in Studio City, we
had a front row seat to watch the
chefs make one of their most popular pasta dishes, the Roman classic
cacio e pepe.
Tonnarelli pasta is boiled in a
fancy machine that looks similar to
French fry baskets. The baskets dip
into boiling water and rise when a
bell dings, and the noodles are
cooked to a perfect al dente. The
piping hot pasta is then poured into
a huge Pecorino Romano wheel and
swirled in a circular motion multiple times for the melting cheese to
glaze and bond onto the noodles. A
blend of UOVO’s imported black
pepper is sprinkled on top, then
swirled a few more times before it
is plated and presented to diners.
The comforting, warm dish offers a
pleasing aroma that wakes your
senses and offers a sharp cheese flavor and slight saltiness that lingers
on your tongue.
If Tucci hasn’t visited UOVO
yet, he should come meet co-owners Jerry Greenberg, Carlo
Massimini and Lele Massimini.
They opened their first UOVO in
Santa Monica, then launched locations on Wilshire in the Miracle
Mile and Marina del Rey, eventually bringing the restaurant to The
Shops at the Sportsman’s Lodge in
Studio City. Greenberg and Lee
Massimini are two of the founders
of Sushi Nozawa Group SUGARFISH, along with sister company HiHo Cheeseburger, which are
also located on Wilshire and in at
The Shops.
The story is that Greenberg and
Massimini were on a quest to eat
the perfect pasta noodle, and along
the way, Lele’s brother Carlo joined
them. Carlo and Lele were born and
raised in Rome, but their search
took them to the epicenter of pasta
making, Bologna, the lively, historic capital of the EmiliaRomagna.
“Our teams use traditional techniques and high-quality ingredients
in our kitchens in both Italy and
L.A. This attention to detail ensures
consistency and quality with each
and every dish. The result is pasta
like what I grew up with in Italy
and I am excited to share that with
our new guests here in Studio City,”
Carlo Massimini said.
UOVO’s menu features handmade pasta made with eggs, flour
and salt. The eggs are from hens in
Italy that produce a richer and deeper yellow yolk then the eggs in
America. The pasta is flown to
California in a temperature-controlled cabin using the shipping
time as part of the resting time.
Reading the menu reminded me
of another “Searching for Italy”
episode, in which Tucci leaves
Rome to embark on a culinary stop
in Bologna, declaring the region the
kingdom of egg pasta. Pasta is
made with the age-old technique of
sheeting and cutting. This intensive
labor of love creates pasta with
superior texture to bond the sauces.
The UOVO menu lays out the
types of pasta they serve. The
tonnarelli is the most similar to
spaghetti, while the tagliatelle is a
flat, medium width noodle, that in
Rome is most similar to fettuccine.
They also make a very thin noodle
called tagliolini.
The one-page menu offers three

tasting options that serve two people and include an appetizer, three
pastas and dessert. The price ranges
from $32 per person for the classic
tasting and the regional tasting and
$37 for the cheese and truffle tasting menu. Diners can also order a la
carte to select their own specific
dishes.
We started with the yellowtail
crudo and insalata di crescione for
our antipasti. The yellowtail arrived
looking like a tropical red heliconia
flowers. On a shallow white plate,
eight slices of Japanese yellowtail
slices were drizzled with olive oil
and topped with red Fresno chili
peppers green micro arugula and
citrus blood orange dots creating an
appealing dish.
At UOVO the ragù is made with
100% grass fed, Wagyu beef from
First Light Farms that is sustainably
raised and certified humane. They
also use sustainably raised and
antibiotic-free pork. No cheese,
milk or cream is added to their ragu.
The UOVO team discovered the
recipe from “Antica Trattoria della
Gigina” in Bologna, which they
were gifted in 2015. When the ragu
is poured on top of the hot noodles,
diners are instructed to use their
fork to mix the sauce and long pasta
strands together.
The gentleman next to me at the
pasta bar ordered the crema di
parmigiano pasta made with handmade meat tortellini. We watched
the chefs add pasta to a skillet and
combine cream and ParmigianoReggiano cheese that melted when
swirled, offering an exquisite aroma.

By Jill Weinlein
Tucci declared in another episode
that his favorite dish to eat while in
Italy is the Roman classic pasta alla
carbonara. He said he would never
order it outside of the country. Well,
he needs to visit UOVO. The carbonara is made with tonnarelli noodles, egg, imported Italian guanciale pork, 24-month aged
Parmigiano-Reggiano, Pecorino
Romano and a blend of the aforementioned pepper. It’s delicious
and like no other in greater Los
Angeles.
Under the Pasta Classica section,
the pillowy thin ricotta cheese ravioli is bathed in their signature
pomodoro sauce, sourced from
tomatoes from Basilicata. It’s so
thin and soft that each ravioli melts
in your mouth.
The pasta intensive restaurant
also offers three roasted side vegetable dishes - cauliflower with garlic, olive oil and red chili pepper;
broccoli with olive oil, salt and pepper; and mushrooms with olive oil,
rosemary, garlic, salt and pepper.

ROCK & ROLL
WEEKENDS!
EB’s FRIDAY NIGHT DANCE
PARTY 7 pm

photo by Jill Weinlein

The chefs at UOVO swirl the cheese onto the pasta noodles when
preparing cacio e pepe.

A few gluten-free pasta dishes
are offered, and the chef encourages
guests to eat their pasta the way it’s
prepared without adding extra
cheese or pepper.
Guests looking for dessert will
find only one, a delicious tiramisu
“al cucchiaio” a version that is popular in Rome, though not as well
known in the U.S. The name means
“by the spoon” and it is similar to a
smooth and creamy parfait with a
layer of chocolate on top.
A handful of Italian white wines
include a Vermentino and Pinot
Grigio by the glass or bottle, and
red wines that include a Barbara

D’Alba and Super Tuscan. Beer
and non-alcoholic beverages are
also on the menu.
Guests are not to tip at UOVO.
Instead, a 16% fee will be added to
your bill that is used to fund all of
the operations. Open for lunch and
dinner. $$ Visit uovo.la for more
information. The Studio City location can be found at 12833 Ventura
Blvd., Suite 157, and by calling
(747)242-269. Other locations
include 6245 Wilshire Blvd Suite
103, (323)642-6386, 1320 2nd St.
Ste A, (310)425-0064, and 4635
Admiralty Way #105, (424)3349336.

For Passover
Kosher-style Macaroons

& many other Baked Goods.
Stop by our Deli to pick up Chopped Liver,

Salads and more!

April 15 :
PETTY OR NOT

TOM PETTY TRIBUTE

April 22 :
UNCANNY VALLEY
ROCK GEMS

April 29 :
UNDECIDED FUTURE

DANCE POP

DJ Dandy Randy Vinyl Rock N Soul
Fri & Sat - 8PM at
MARKET TAVERN
English Pub Fare
Full Bar
Beer on Tap

Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax

MARKETTAVERNLA.COM

Open for Dine-In,
Take Out & Delivery!

Since 1931

Open
24 Hours

World Famous, Award Winning Restaurant • Deli • Bakery • Bar

Entertainment Nightly in the Kibitz Room

419 N. Fairfax Ave. (323) 651-2030
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What ‘Halo’ indirectly teaches us about adaptations

Video game adaptations deserve
better, and the story of “Halo,” set
in a dystopian future in which one
enchanted Spartan soldier must
confront an alien force known as the
Covenant Empire, exemplifies the
many problems. It ain’t good, but
many creators spent a long time to
deliver something this bland.
What began as a first-person
shoot in 2001 now spans more than
a dozen games and north of $3 billion in profits. Of course the
prospect of an adaptation lingered
for years. At one point, Peter
Jackson would produce with newcomer Neill Blomkamp at the helm.
That didn’t pan out, and
Blomkamp created best picture
nom “District 9” instead. And so
“Halo’s” long limbo continued with
ample rumors about Microsoft,
Xbox’s overlords, deemed difficult
to negotiate with. Other big names
arrived and vanished. During the
interim, a few direct-to-video quality films sporadically appeared on
various streaming platforms,
including at least an animated
anthology film with some merit.
Finally, Showtime would play
host to the Master Chief. Oh wait,
Showtime produced the series, but
it would land on Paramount+. For

almost two decades, diehard fans
waited for something this dull to
arrive.
With more than a third of the season complete, nothing incredible
graces the screen. Master Chief
(Pablo Schreiber) arrives alongside
his unit of Spartan soldiers to defeat
Covenant forces decimating an isolated human colony. But this crew
and their bosses at the United
Nations Space Command don’t
much care about marginalized folks
across the galaxy.
They’re more interested in
ancient relics that caught their foe’s
eye. Upon contact, one particular
piece sparks Chief to remember a
life prior to brainwashing and emotional suppressants running through
his body. His creator Dr. Halsey
(Natascha McElhone) sees this as
both a problem and a curious solution to various ethical restraints
placed on her.
Along for the galactic ride is
series original character Kwan Ha
Boo (Yerin Ha), witness to horrible
atrocities and thorn in the UNSC.
As for the aliens themselves, they
need those artifacts and have a special weapon to aid them in this goal,
human collaborator Makee (Charlie
Murphy), rocking some truly

ridiculous attire during her tenure
next to the long-necked, creepy
Covenant leaders.
Perhaps this summary sounds
enticing, but it all plays out like a
menu of moving cliches. A military
force without concern for the working class as an appetizer. Modified
soldier finding emotion as the main
course. And you know what doesn’t
occur much? Action. Does a “Halo”
series need to go full first-person
mode like 2005’s “Doom” in a
sequence clever but painful in a
such a bad flick?
It gets worse. Each episode costs
around $10 million to make, and the
team went through 265 scripts.
What did the others look like? At
present, the series is riding a false
high. The pilot became the most
viewed series on Paramount+, per
the streamer’s vague announcement. As for the next installments,
ratio silence.
Things aren’t looking great. New
characters and locales don’t feature

Film showcases the life of Father ‘Bud’ Kieser
Enjoy “Hollywood Priest: The
Story of Father ‘Bud’ Kieser,” which
will be streamed online from April
20-27 at hollywoodpriest.com/crs.
The unique documentary details
the life, entertainment industry
career and national influence of
Father Edward “Bud” Kieser, a
Catholic clergyman and founder of
Paulist Productions. The film is
being shown in partnership with
Catholic Relief Services West.
Tickets for the April 20-27
screenings of “Hollywood Priest”
are $12.50. Catholic Relief Services
will receive 40% of proceeds from
all ticket sales. Catholic Relief
Services West engages Catholics
and others to serve as advocates for
the global common good.
“Hollywood Priest” will also be
shown by the Secret Movie Club on
April 28, at 7 p.m. at its theater at
1917 Bay St. in downtown Los
Angeles. It will be the first part of a
double-feature presentation along
with “Romero,” a film produced by
Kieser in 1989. A special Q&A session with “Hollywood Priest” filmmakers Father Tom Gibbons and
Maria-Elena Poblacion Pineda will be
held. For information, visit secretmovieclub.com/calendar/hollywood-

the game’s best qualities, and perhaps fans began to notice. Enough
folks came to an easy conclusion:
This “Halo” is an empty shell compared to the source.
The issue is one of fidelity to the
source. Master Chief’s face is
revealed in the first episode, something kept a tight secret across consoles. (That’s likely the result of
series like “The Mandalorian” and
“The Book of Boba Fett” which
unmask both their elusive leads.)
Sure, that matters for some, but
not wide audiences. If current
showrunner Steven Kane and his
team wished to make revisions,
that’s their prerogative, but Kane
seems to be approaching things in a
divisive way.
“We didn’t look at the game,” he
told Variety. “We didn’t talk about
the game. We talked about the characters and the world. So I never felt

limited by it being a game.”
This claim attempts to pit
allegedly lowbrow video games
against his notion of pure storytelling, though Kane does admit to
poring over the entire “Halo” lore.
But if any of the creators bothered
to play those games, they might’ve
noticed some rather incredible
things.
While gamers spend most of their
time seeing the digital landscape from
Master Chief’s perspective, a host of
cinematics, various movie sequences
that move the story forward, sport
some incredible visuals worth emulating, or at least taking note of.
Thus far, revisions don’t result in
a better story, which would likely be
met with more forgiveness from the
fandom. Instead, an action-packed
game plays out like a limp, quite
slow sci-fi drama without much personality.

Happy Easter!
photo courtesy of Dan Harary/The Asbury P.R. Agency

Father ‘Bud’ Kieser worked with many top actors on the series “Insight,”
including Martin Sheen.

priest-amp-romero-w-filmmakerqampa-the-secret-movie-club-theater.
“Hollywood Priest” presents an
in-depth profile of Kieser, a longtime resident of Los Angeles who
passed away in 2000 at the age of
71. Kieser served as a Roman
Catholic priest for 44 years. His
legacy continues with the annual
Humanitas Prize, an honor which
he founded in 1974. The Humanitas
Prize honors film and television
writers whose work inspires com-

passion, peace, love and dignity.
Kieser founded Paulist Productions
and worked with Hollywood’s top
actors as executive producer of the
TV series “Insight” from 1960-85.
For “Insight,” Kieser enlisted the talents of many stars including Bob
Newhart, John Amos, Martin Sheen,
William Shatner, Ron Howard, Walter
Matthau, Mark Hamill, Carol Burnett
and John Ritter.
For information, visit hollywoodpriest.com.

‘Sleeping Beauty’ returns to the big screen in Hollywood

The El Capitan Theatre is holding
a special engagement of Disney’s
“Sleeping Beauty” from April 1517, with a Q&A session featuring
one of the film’s original animators,
Floyd Norman, and the original prop
storybook from the Walt Disney
Archives on April 15 at 7 p.m.
The 1959 animated classic was
voted by the El Capitan Theatre’s
Instagram followers as the top
movie they’d like to see return to
the big screen.
The El Capitan Theatre will also
show Disney and Pixar’s “WALL-E”
from April 22-24 in celebration of
Earth Day. The film follows the curious and lovable WALL-E as he
meets a sleek search robot named
EVE.
Daily showtimes for “Sleeping
Beauty” and “WALL-E” are 10
a.m., 1 p.m., 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. The

photo courtesy of Paramount+

Pablo Schreiber portrays the Master Chief in “Halo.”

We’ve got all the decorations
to make your
Holiday

HOPPY!
We’ve got Bunnies Galore!
plastic eggs • baskets
paper goods • party favors
balloons • banners • buttons & more!

Paper goods for Passover too!
10% off all merchandise in the
store with this coupon!
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

5969 Melrose Ave.
(corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124
photo ©2022 Disney

Enjoy the classic film “Sleeping Beauty” at the El Capitan Theatre.

El Capitan Theatre has enhanced
health and safety measures in place
for guests and staff.
Tickets are $15. The El Capitan

Theatre is located at 6838
Hollywood Blvd. For information
and tickets, call (800)DISNEY6, or
visit elcapitantickets.com.
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Star search for teens in singing competition

Submissions for the 2022 Raise
Your Voice 4 Peace teen singing
competition are open online
through Sunday, April 24.
Presented by the Jenesse Center,
a domestic violence prevention and
intervention program, and its youth
program Jeneration J, the event
will be held on Saturday, May 14,
at 7 p.m. at the Grammy Museum,
800 W. Olympic Blvd. Teen contestants ages 13-18 will be judged
on musicianship, communication,
artistry, audience appeal, marketability and overall presentation
by a panel of industry experts. The
first-place prize is $3,000 and an

opportunity to record a professional demo. All finalists will receive
$500 and additional prizes.
Contestants will perform original
or cover songs with a positive and
uplifting message.
“What is so exciting about Raise
Your Voice for Peace is that it not
only epitomizes Jenesse’s mission
to ensure that the next generation
understands what healthy relationships look like, but it is an opportunity for students to be celebrated
and supported through showcasing
their amazing talent in front of their
friends and members of the community at the Grammy Museum,

one of the premiere venues in Los
Angeles,” said Dr. Angela Parker,
director of training and programs
for Jenesse.
The Jenesse Center provides
holistic services including a 24hour crisis hotline, emergency
housing, transitional housing, legal
services, mental health services,
vocational training and the
Jeneration J youth initiative. The
Raise Your Voice for Peace event is
a fundraiser benefitting programs
assisting young people.
For information, call (323)2999496, email aparker@jenesse.org
or visit jenerationj.org.

College students sought for mentoring programs

State Superintendent of Public
Instruction Tony Thurmond is calling on college students to join the
#CaliforniansForAll College Corps.
The program is seeking up to
6,500 college students who will
work with organizations that provide mentoring for K-12th grade
students. Thurmond serves as chairman of a 25-member board appointed by the governor that supports
California volunteers.
“Given all the challenges stu-

dents have faced during the pandemic, now is the right time to link
our K-12 students with volunteer
mentors and tutors through programs such as this one, as one more
way we can support students as they
heal and recover,” Thurmond said.
“Providing K-12 students with
access to caring adult mentors is
known to have meaningful positive
outcomes, including reducing youth
violence and improving grades and
school attendance.”

LAUSD opens summer registration
The Los Angeles Unified School
District has opened registration for
summer school, including in-person instruction, as well as popular
online enrichment courses.
To keep students engaged with
the school community throughout
the summer, the LAUSD has made
summer school available for all current students in transitional kindergarten through 12th grade. For the
second year, the district is offering
pre-K summer opportunities for the
youngest learners.
“We are excited to offer a robust
summer school program for all students, which includes literacy, math,
science and more for TK-8 students,

and credit-earning opportunities for
high school students. We are offering
popular classes in animation, arts and
crafts, creative writing, music, STEM
and STEAM, filmmaking, world languages and more. There’s something
for everyone,” LAUSD superintendent Alberto M. Carvalho said.
Beyond the Bell enrichment programs begin on June 14, and academic classes begin on June 22.
Both programs will be available for
students on weekdays. Meals will
be served, and the LAUSD is also
providing counselors, support staff
and after-school care.
For information and to register,
visit summerschool.lausd.net.

At the end of 2021, Thurmond
announced an expansion of mentoring programs as a way to help offset
challenges younger students faced
during the pandemic. He is exploring strategies to build and expand
programs and create a statewide
mentoring infrastructure. To fund
the initiatives, Thurmond is looking
into state-supported resources, as
well as funds available through
foundations and the business sector.
The #CaliforniansForAll College
Corps provides debt-free pathways to
college and enables students to
engage in initiatives to solve problems in their communities. The firstof-its-kind initiative was launched in
partnership with California colleges
and universities.
Anyone interested in supporting
mentoring programs is urged to
email mentoring@cde.ca.gov.

photo courtesy of the MAK Center for Art and Architecture

A launch party for the new “Inverted Dome” publication will be held on
April 22 at the Schindler House in West Hollywood.

MAK Center welcomes guests for book launch

The MAK Center for Art and
Architecture will hold a launch
party for its new “Inverted Dome”
publication on Friday, April 22,
from 6-8 p.m. at the Schindler
House, 835 N. Kings Road in
West Hollywood.
“Inverted Dome is an artist
book produced in conjunction
with the exhibition “Kristin
Posehn: Inverted Dome,” which
was previously on view at the
Mackey Garage. The event will
include a conversation between
Posehn and curator Aurora Tang.
The publication expands on

ideas and experiential frameworks
presented in the exhibition, and
features new texts by Chris FiteWassilak and Michael Ned Holte,
an interview between Kristin
Posehn and Tang, as well as fullcolor documentation of the exhibition’s installation, digital studies
and research process. Designed by
Salome Schmuki and published
by New Laconic, “Inverted
Dome” was handmade and assembled by the artist in her studio in a
limited edition.
For information, visit makcenter.org.

Children can hunt for Easter eggs in
the local area on April 16

Barry Wolfson, 7, and Lori-Ray Kline, 4, enjoyed an Easter egg
hunt in this photograph in the April, 3, 1958, issue of the Park Labrea
News. Barry was a second-grader at Hancock Park Elementary
School and Lori-Ray lived with her parents in Park La Brea’s Hauser
Towers. This year, Easter is on Sunday, April 17. Children in the local
area can participate in free Easter egg hunts on Saturday, April 16,
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Pan Pacific Park Recreation Center, 7600
Beverly Blvd., and the Poinsettia Park Recreation Center, 7341
Willoughby Ave., and from noon-2 p.m. at the Hollywood Recreation
Center, 1122 Cole Ave. Games, face painting and other activities are
planned, as well as visits by the Easter Bunny. For information, visit
laparks.org/sites/default/files/pdf/spring2022.pdf.

You are invited to our
Annual Science Fair
Wed., April 27, 5-7 pm
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KCCLA opens exhibit marking
1992 civil unrest in L.A.

The Korean Cultural Center Los
Angeles, in partnership with Black
Artists in Los Angeles and the
Korean Artists Association of
Southern California, present a special exhibition titled “The Phoenix
Project: Continuing the Dialogue
from 1992,” which will open with a
reception and special performance
from 6-9 p.m. on Friday, April 22, at
the Korean Cultural Center Art
Gallery, 5505 Wilshire Blvd.
Performing artists Yeonwoon Seo
and Choon Hee Park are partnering
with H.E.Z.Y to create a special performance for the exhibition’s opening. The exhibition, which runs
from April 22-May 20, continues
the dialogue between Black and
Korean American artists related to
the 1992 civil unrest in Los Angeles.
The exhibition seeks to reduce divisiveness and bring the communities
together. It also serves as an opportunity to create cultural unity and
deepen understanding of each other
as artists and as people.
The exhibition will include individual artworks by 15 Korean
American and 15 Black artists that
collectively commemorate the 30th
anniversary of the Los Angles uprising called “Saigu” in Korean. Along
with 30 individual artworks, a collaborative mosaic piece composed
of works by 15 artists from both
communities will be on display. The
mosaic promotes mutual understanding, dialogue and communication between the artists and their

Colburn School to participate in
virtual concert supporting Ukraine

photo courtesy of KCCLA

A work by Mark Steven Greenfield is included in a mosaic that promotes
understanding and communication between artists from the Black and
Korean American communities.

communities.
Other media will also be presented including paintings, sculptures,
photography, ceramics and mixedmedia installations. The artists will
also discuss their collaborative
experiences and works from 7-9

p.m. on Friday, May 6.
The exhibition is curated by
Mark Steven Greenfield, Chungmee Lee, Lili Bernard, Yun J Choi,
Min Cho and Tammy Cho. It is is
open to the public. For information,
visit kccla.org.

A group of top independent music
conservatories and professional
training programs in the United
States and Canada have come
together to present a free virtual benefit concert to honor and support the
people of Ukraine. Young artists
from the eight organizations Cleveland Institute of Music,
Colburn School, Curtis Institute of
Music, Manhattan School of Music,
New England Conservatory, New
World Symphony, The Royal
Conservatory of Music, and San
Francisco Conservatory of Music will perform in an online benefit
concert, introduced by celebrated
violinist, activist and educator
Midori.
Hosted by The Violin Channel
at theviolinchannel.com, the concert will be streamed on Saturday,
April 16 at 12 p.m. During the
concert, viewers will be able to
make donations to support organizations providing humanitarian
aid, supplies, transportation and
medical services to the people of
Ukraine.
Filmed across North America in
New York, Philadelphia, Cleveland,
Toronto, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Miami, and Boston, the
concert is dedicated to the people of
Ukraine. The program includes performances by the New England
Conservatory’s
Contemporary
Improvisation Klezmer Ensemble,
the San Francisco Conservatory of
Music’s Roots, Jazz and American
Music and music from the Colburn

School’s Ziering-Conlon Initative
for Recovered Voices, dedicated to
reviving works by composers suppressed by the Nazi regime. The
concert also features works by
Schubert, Bartók, Paul Taffanel,
Miroslav Skoryk and David Popper
by students of the Cleveland
Institute of Music, Curtis Institute
of Music, Manhattan School of
Music, the New World Symphony
and The Royal Conservatory’s
Glenn Gould School.
The concert to benefit Ukraine is
the result of a longtime relationship
among independent conservatories
and training programs. This concert
marks the first performance collaboration among the schools.
Donations will be directed for
humanitarian aid to Humanity and
Inclusion at hi-us.org/supportukraine and Global Communities at
globalcommunities.org/blog/global-communities-response-toukraine-crisis.
For supplies and transportation,
donations will go to MedShare at
impact.medshare.org/campaign/m
edshare-responds-crisis-inukraine/c394354 and the International Rescue Committee at rescue.org/topic/ukraine-crisis.
Medical Service donations will
be distributed to World Vision
International at donate.worldvision.org/give/ukraine-crisis-fund,
UNICEF at unicefusa.org and the
International Medical Corps at
internationalmedicalcorps.org.

ROSEWOOD STEM MAGNET
URBAN PLANNING & URBAN DESIGN

Be a part of the first
Urban Planning
and Urban Design STEM magnet
in LAUSD!
We ™ Our Students!
Rosewood is a community that nurtures the whole child and through a STEM focus,
with an urban planning and urban design theme, there are many pathways to meet your child’s interests.
Rosewood has a full time music teacher with students receiving music theory, keyboarding and ukulele.
Students take part in the Mindfulness Lab, Science Lab,
Technology Lab, and our brand new Makerspace.
Rosewood is also a Social Emotional Focus school.

Visit www.rosewoodelementary.org
or call (323)651-0166
503 N. CROFT AVENUE LOS ANGELES, CA 90048
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Complexions Ballet to debut at The Wallis

Complexions
Contemporary
Ballet will make its Wallis
Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts debut with three
performances on April 14, 15 and
16, 7:30 p.m., in the Bram
Goldsmith Theater. The New York
City-based company presents two
works by co-founder/co-artistic
director Dwight Rhoden, including
the West Coast premiere of
“Snatched Back From the Edges,”
described by Rhoden as a piece that
celebrates the strength and
resilience of humanity.
Set to a soundscape of music by
Beethoven, Jon Batiste, Shirley
Caesar, Tye Tribbett, Jessye
Norman, Le’Andria Johnson and
Aloe Blacc, it features a range of
solos, partnering and ensemble
work, building layers of dazzling
movement.
In
additionally,
Complexions
will
perform
“StarDust,” a dance tribute to the
life and music of David Bowie, set
to some of the pop legend’s iconic
hits. A post-performance talk-back
with company members will be
held immediately after the opening
night performance on April 14.
Tickets, from $39 to $99, are on
sale now. The Wallis Annenberg
Center for the Performing Arts is
located at 9390 N. Santa Monica
Blvd. To purchase tickets and for
more information call (310)7464000 or visit thewallis.org/quartet.

photo by Vivien Killilea

Stephanie Beatriz was presented the Fusion Achievement Award by
her “Encanto” co-star Wilmer Valderrama.

Stephanie Beatriz and Sandra Oh
honored at Outfest Fusion

photo courtesy of the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts

The pieces “Snatched Back From the Edges” and “StarDust” will be performed by the Complexions Contemporary Ballet at The Wallis on April
14, 15 and 16.

Awards cycle opens for Korea Arts Foundation
The Korea Arts Foundation of
America has announced that its
2022 awards cycle is now open and
it has selected its jury panel. The
jurors for the cycle will be Helen
Molesworth, an independent curator, Virginia Moon, the assistant
curator of Korean Art at the Los
Angeles Contemporary Museum of
Art and Rebecca Rowley, the assistant curator at the Museum of
Contemporary Art, Los Angeles.
KAFA was established in 1989 as
a non-profit organization to pro-

mote creativity, research, study and
exhibitions in the arts. It has a biannual awards program where it
awards $20,000 to an outstanding
Korean-American artist, culminating in a solo exhibition in the Los
Angeles area. The 2022 awardee
was Young Joon Kwak, who joined
a formidable list of past-awardees
including Do-Ho Suh, Byron Kim,
Sookjin Jo, Yunhee Min, Won Ju
Lim and Jennifer Moon.
Over the years, KAFA has had
numerous art critics and curators

serve as jurors, including Bennett
Simpson, Christine Y. Kim, Tate
Modern, Leah Ollman, Susanne
Muchnic, David Pagel, Carol S.
Elliel, Eungie Joo, Anne Goldstein,
Peter Frank, Alma Ruiz, Anne
Ellegood, Helen Molesworth,
Lanka Tattersall and Jan Tumlir.
Visit kafa.us for a list of
awardees KAFA has supported,
past jurors and its board of directors. Applications are open through
May 8 and can be found at
kafa.us/apply.

Hollywood Walk of Fame accepting nominations for 2023

The Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce is now accepting nominations for the Hollywood Walk of
Fame. The deadline for submission
is on Friday, May 27, at noon. All
nominations will be considered in
the annual Walk of Fame
Committee meeting to be held in
June. The committee will make
selections for the year 2023.
“It is that time again! Celebrities
can now be submitted for consideration for a Walk of Fame star for
the class of 2023,” Ana Martinez,
producer of the Walk of Fame ceremonies, said. “Our Walk of Fame
applications will be available starting April 20. This is an easy way to
nominate your favorite entertainer
or client in the categories of motion
pictures, television, recording,
radio, live theatre/live performance
and our newest category, sports
entertainment. The Walk of Fame
Selection Panel will select an elite
group of personalities to become
our newest Walk of Famers and
continue to help make Hollywood
the most famous landmark in the
world.”
Submissions must include a
completed nomination application
and a commitment to sponsor the
star. Potential nominees must sign
off in writing on the nomination
forms and agree to attend the event

photo by Rance Collins

Francis Ford Coppola received his star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame
March 21.

to accept the honor if selected.
“Anyone can nominate their
favorite celebrity, including fans,”
said Ana Martinez, Walk of Fame

Producer.
The chamber are now accepting
applications via the new Walk of
Fame website on walkoffame.com.

On April 8, Outfest Fusion
kicked off their 10-day QTBIPOC
with its opening night gala, celebrating individuals of color making an impact in the LGBTQIA+
space,
including
honorees
Stephanie Beatriz and Sandra Oh.
Stephanie Beatriz received the
Fusion Achievement Award in
recognition of her contributions to
LGBTQIA+ storytelling, arts and
media visibility. The award was
presented by Gloria Calderón
Kellett and her “Encanto” co-star
Wilmer Valderrama.
Oh virtually accepted the James

Schamus Ally Award, presented
by actor Alec Mapa, who received
his own Fusion Achievement
Award from Oh in 2014.
“In these times, I feel we need
to examine and question our place
in the order of life and take
responsibility at every turn,” Oh
said. “We need to examine the
way we can bring our voices, our
work, our art, to bring change to
the world by opening hearts and
minds.”
The Outfest Fusion festival continues through April 17. For more
information visit outfestfusion.com.
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Famous magician purchases Magic Castle

The Academy of Magical Arts,
which uses the Magic Castle as its
clubhouse, was notified during its
recent annual meeting that Randy
Pitchford, magician and entertainer,
is purchasing the Magic Castle.
Pitchford, commonly recognized
as the founder of the Gearbox
Entertainment Company, which
developed the Borderlands franchise, is a lifelong magician and
member of the AMA. In addition to
the Magic Castle and his leadership
of
Gearbox
Entertainment,
Pitchford owns Genii, the leading
magazine dedicated to magicians
and the magical arts that Academy
of Magical Arts founder William
Larsen Sr. started in 1936.
“The Magic Castle is like
bedrock – the center point of magic.
The people who think of the Castle
as their home and the place itself
seem to have magical properties
that have created and inspired some
of the world’s greatest entertainers,” Pitchford said. “I’m proud to
be trusted to both give back to the
place that made me become the
custodian of the Magic Castle and
to work with its members and the
Larsen family to ensure our most
incredible club house grows and
thrives for decades to come.”
“Randy’s purchase of the Magic
Castle brings the heart and soul
back to this institution that I have
loved and devoted my life to. I
know my parents would be thrilled
with this news,” Erika Larsen,
daughter of Magic Castle founders
Bill and Irene Larsen, said.
“Randy’s business-acumen, longstanding commitment to magic, and
his love for the Magic Castle make
him the perfect owner.”
Pitchford, who is the grandnephew of the celebrated 20th cen-

tury master magician the Great
Cardini, purchased the Magic
Castle from the Glover family,
which had owned the property
since 1961 when Thomas O.
Glover bought the home and land.
In that same year, Glover leased the
building to William (Bill) Larsen
Jr., Irene Larsen and Milt Larsen,
all of whom began the Magic
Castle. This sale of the Magic
Castle draws together two families
of the magical community, the
Larsens and the Pitchfords.
“Randy Pitchford has done
something extraordinary to protect
our beloved Magic Castle and I
could not be happier about our current situation as well as the
prospects for the future. Randy
really understands and appreciates
my vision and the Larsen family
vision and there is no one better to
carry on what we started in 1963,”
Magic Castle co-founder Milt
Larsen said.
Numerous luminaries of the
magic community and celebrities
performed over the years at the
Magic Castle, including Orson
Welles, Johnny Carson, Steve
Martin and Neil Patrick Harris, who
was a past president of the AMA.
The magic community came out in
force to celebrate Pitchford’s purchase.
“Randy’s leadership presents an
incredible opportunity for the
Magic Castle and its future,” David
Copperfield, multi-Emmy awardwinning illusionist and AMA member, said. “Randy brings to the table
an incredible passion for magic and
remarkable experience in leading
successful businesses. I can’t think
of anyone better who can honor the
Magic Castle’s history, but ensure it
maintains its relevance and posi-

tions it for growth for years to
come.”
“I’ve known Randy Pitchford for
years, and I know he has a day job,
but in my mind he’s a magician. I

believe Randy’s heart is in
magic. For as long as I’ve known
about
the
Magic
Castle
it’s been a bit precarious. I
always worried about it. Now I
don’t need to,” Penn Jillette, the
taller half of Emmy-winning magic
legends Penn & Teller, said.

The Magic Castle, the clubhouse
of the Academy of Magical Arts, is
private, allowing entrance only to
members and their guests, or
through courtesy invitations which
are available to magicians visiting
from out of the United States. Visit
magiccastle.com.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

Residential Zones R1A and R1C,
West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

Zone text amendment to Title 19 - West Hollywood Zoning
Ordinance, and Title 20 – West Hollywood Subdivision Regulations, to allow certain properties in the R1A and R1C Zone
Districts to subdivide their properties and construct up to two
dwelling units, plus two accessory dwelling units (as already
authorized), in accordance with recently adopted state law
(SB9).

PERMIT(S):

Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Monday, May 2, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.
West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room –
Council Chambers
625 N. San Vicente Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069

ZONES:

R1A (Residential, Single-Family or Two-Unit Low Density)
R1C (Residential, Single-Family or Two-Unit Low Density)

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Under California Government Code sections §65852.21,
subd. (j), and §66411.7, subd. (n), the adoption of an ordinance by a city or county implementing the provisions of
Government Code sections §66411.7 and §65852.21 regulating urban lot splits and two-unit projects is statutorily exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental
Quality Act (“CEQA”). Therefore, the proposed ordinance is
statutorily exempt from CEQA in that the proposed ordinance
implements these new laws enacted by SB 9.
City Hall is accessible by appointment only. The staff report will be available
on Wednesday, April 27, 2022 on-line at www.weho.org
photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Magician and entertainer Randy Pitchford’s purchase of the Magic
Castle will ensure the iconic property is preserved.

WeHo’s Hammer & Nails hosts
men’s health event and benefit

Hammer & Nails Grooming Shop
for Guys will host a men’s health and
wellness event in West Hollywood
in partnership with more than five
organizations serving the community.
The event will be held
on Saturday, April 23, from 11
a.m.-2 p.m. outside the shop’s storefront located at 7141 Santa Monica
Blvd, Ste. 100.
The purpose of the event is to provide men with health information and
self-care resources in collaboration
with local businesses. In 2022,
Hammer & Nails joined forces
with ZERO: The End of Prostate
Cancer to provide male cancer
patients with free grooming services.
Since the start of 2022, it has been
receiving donated service credits
from its grooming club members.

These service credits are kept in an
official ZERO account and granted to
community members impacted by
the effects of cancer.
The event will host members from
Bin McLaurin’s non-profit foundation MACHO (Men Actively
Creating Healthy Outcomes),
Cedars-Sinai, Cedars-Sinai Blood
Services, The Men’s Cancer
Network, BONUM Home Health
Services and Tower Cancer
Research Foundation. The West
Hollywood City Council will also
commemorate April 23 as the official Men’s Health and Self Care
Day.
For information call (323)6511458, or visit hammerandnailsgrooming.com/location/west-hollywood.

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice,
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood City Council, via
the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of
the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to
express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Rachel Dimond, Senior Planner in the
Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:
rdimond@weho.org
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-8486826.
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

INCOME TAX

ALL YEAR
INCOME TAX

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW CLIENTS
5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036

Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
s
Price

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program.

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

as seen on YouTube!

HANDYMAN
HONEST HANDYMAN
DOES IT ALL
Serving the Westside for 32 years
• Plumbing • Electrical
• Roofing • Tile • Flooring
• Painting • A/C Repair
Carpentry • Drywall
• Windows • Decks
• Kitchen & Bath Specialist

FORT CONSTRUCTION
General Contractors
Call Manny

(310)729-9612
(424)284-3314

Lic#465817 Bonded • Insured

fortconstructionla.com

WE PUBLISH LEGAL
NOTICES!
Send inquiries to

karen@beverlypress.com

Advertise and reach
thousands of readers
at BeverlyPress.com
for only $8/M
impressions.

Ways to subscribe

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Egghead
5. Emphatic turndown
10. Urban pall
14. Sewing case
15. Sunshine State city
16. What the ewe grew
17. Made Cuban moves with a partner
20. Album cover
21. Alleviates
22. Tennis great, Arthur
25. Food fishes
26. Fleece chaser
30. Available
33. Thumper's buddy
35. Muscat native
36. Diagnostic proc.
39. Start of an Aretha Franklin song
42. Tax form ID
43. Restrain
44. Luxembourg loot
45. “Siddhartha” writer
46. URL starter
47. Kindergarten adhesive
51. St Patrick’s place
54. Newspaper item
57. Amount more than what was needed
62. Has some tea
65. Part of usual boating equipment
66. Houston ballplayer
67. Cries of surprise
68. Some of the flock

69. Shorebirds
70. Characters played by W. C. Fields, e.g.
Down
1. Beatty and Sparks
2. List ender
3. Ancient alphabetic character
4. Roll the ___
5. Knots
6. Critical campaign mo.
7. Derisive laugh
8. Cheers
9. Brazo river city
10. Lawn mower's path
11. Coffee shop order
12. ___ and aahed
13. Windowpane
18. A desperate housewife
19. Health-care facility
23. Yipees
24. All together
26. Basics
27. Stadium sounds
28. Fed
29. Part of a geisha’s attire
31. Capital of Taiwan
32. Massachusetts cape
34. Under control
36. Store
37. Wild time
38. Police dept. employee
40. French key

41. What?
47. Man with a mission
48. Road marker
49. Michael of R.E.M.
50. Sharp prongs
52. Deadbeats’ cars, eventually
53. Prefix in biology
55. Future atty.'s exam
56. Lack of effort
58. Corp. money managers
59. Say the same thing

60. Opportunity
61. Fresh talk
63. Bull’s-eye, abbr.
64. Very large coffee holder

answers on page 27
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Los Angeles Jewish Home community Japan Foundation highlights
sixteen artists in exhibition
gathers for Passover Holiday

The Los Angeles Jewish Home
community will gather on Friday,
April 15, and Saturday, April 16,
for Pesach (Passover).
Residents of the Los Angeles
Jewish Home’s independent living,
assisted living and skilled nursing
facilities, and those living in the memory care unit and short term rehabilitation patients, will gather at Seders
tailored to their specific communities.
Professional musicians will join
chief mission officer Rabbi Karen
Bender on Friday, April 15, at 4
p.m. in the Weinberg Courtyard of
the Grancell Village campus, 7150

Tampa Ave., for what might be the
largest outdoor Seder in Los
Angeles. Skilled nursing facility
residents, who have an average age
of 91, will enjoy a surprise visit
from Moses, who will be accompanied by a baby sheep.
“After all, Passover is a holiday
about memory. We bring to life the
history, spirit, joy and celebration
of our ancestors’ transformation,
from slaves to free sojourners in a
dessert of hope and transcendence,”
Bender said.
Additional Seders will be held on
Friday, April 15, and Saturday,

April 16, at the Jewish Home’s
Eisenberg Village campus at 18855
Victory Blvd., in Reseda. The ceremonies will be officiated by Rabbi
Ron Goldberg. Due to ongoing
health and safety regulations for
COVID-19, the Seders are not open
to the public.
Founded in 1912, the nonprofit
Los Angeles Jewish Home is the
largest single-source provider of
comprehensive senior health care
services in Los Angeles, serving
nearly 4,000 people per year. For
information, call (855)227-3745, or
visit lajh.o

Skirball honors Jewish American cuisine

The Skirball Cultural Center is
presenting “I’ll Have What She’s
Having: The Jewish Deli,” an exhibition that explores how American
Jews imported traditions, adapted
culture and built community
through the experience of food.
In addition to showing how the
Jewish deli forged a new, definitely
American cuisine by combining
central and eastern European dishes with ingredients abundantly
available in the United States, the
exhibition traces the larger arc of
the Jewish experience in the U.S.
during the 20th century. On view
will be neon signs, menus, advertisements, fixtures, historical
footage, film and television clips
and artifacts that illuminate how
delicatessens evolved from specialty stores catering to immigrant
populations into the beloved
national institutions they are today.
“I’ll Have What She’s Having: The
Jewish Deli” is on display at the
Skirball until September 4.
“This exhibition exemplifies the
Skirball Cultural Center’s 25-year
tradition of sharing distinctly
Jewish histories that represent
quintessentially American experi-

“This exhibition
exemplifies the
Skirball Cultural
Center’s 25-year
tradition of sharing
distinctly Jewish
histories...”
Skirball president and CEO
Jessie Kornberg

ences. The deli was a place of gathering and familiarity for immigrant
Jews, maintaining connection to
the tastes and customs of the
kitchens they left behind and
paving the way forward into new
communities and identity,” Skirball
president and CEO Jessie Kornberg
said. “More broadly, the deli has
since become a touchstone of
American culture, born in New
York, but integral to countless
communities nationwide, including
Los Angeles, home of some of the
country’s and cuisine’s most enduring and iconic institutions. It’s a joy
to be able to reflect on this chapter
of Jewish American immigrant his-

Virtual education options now
available for foster parenting
Children’s Bureau is now offering two virtual ways for individuals and/or couples to learn how to
help children in foster care while
reunifying with birth families or
how to provide legal permanency
by adoption. A live Zoom orientation is scheduled on April 21 from
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. hosted by a
Children’s Bureau team member
and a foster parent. For those who
want to learn at their own pace
about becoming a foster and/or
foster-adoptive parent, a Power
Point orientation is available. To
RSVP for the live orientation or to
request the PowerPoint orientation,
please email rfrecruitment@
all4kids.org or call (800)730-3933.
Due to the COVID-19 situation,
Children’s Bureau has canceled all
in-person foster care-adoption
resource parent orientations.
The current health crisis has
accelerated the need for foster and
foster-adoptive parents to help
local at-risk youth stay in their
communities. In Los Angeles
County alone, the foster care population exceeds 33,000 children
with 200 of those foster children
waiting for an adoptive family.
Many of these children are siblings
in need of families who are willing

and able to keep them together. In
fact, Children’s Bureau turns away
at least 10 sibling sets weekly due
to lack of families. Older children
are also in need of families.
Children’s Bureau welcomes
every individual regardless of race,
age, religion, disability, marital status, ethnic background, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression to become a resource for children. Qualifying families receive
training and support throughout
their journey.
Since 1904, Children's Bureau
has been a nonprofit leader in protecting vulnerable children through
prevention, treatment and advocacy. The agency helps 50,000 at-risk
children and parents each year
throughout Los Angeles and
Orange Counties with services that
include school readiness, parenting
classes, family resource centers,
support groups, mental health
counseling, foster care and fosteradoption and more. Foster Care
and Adoption Programs are available in Kern, Orange, San
Bernardino and Los Angeles counties. To learn more about the
agency and/or its foster care and
adoption
program,
visit
all4kids.org.

tory.”
“I’ll Have What She’s Having:
The Jewish Deli” was organized by
the Skirball Cultural Center, and
co-curated by Skirball curators
Cate Thurston and Laura Mart, and
Lara Rabinovitch, renowned
writer, producer and specialist in
immigrant food cultures.
The Skirball is located at 2701
N. Sepulveda Blvd. The museum
is open Tuesday through Friday 12
to 5 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The
Skirball is closed Mondays and
holidays. Advance timed-entry
reservations are required for entry.
For general information call
(310)440-4500
or
visit
skirball.org.

Tanagokoro introduces sixteen
Japanese artists trained in traditional craft-making techniques yet
committed to engaging contemporary issues and concerns. Please
join us for this special exhibition
as we reopen the Japan
Foundation Los Angeles’ gallery
space.
Tanagokoro references matters
that virtually fit in the palm of
one’s hand. As in Yasunari
Kawabata’s book, Palm-of-theHand stories, the narratives are
concise and portable, yet imbued
with characteristic depth. The
skills involved in handling tools
highlight the premium placed on
manual dexterity in Japanese
culture. The centuries long

investment in craft as the primary vehicle for the expression of
aesthetic and spiritual values in
Japan registers across the board
in traditional folk, commercial
and classical arts, from silk
weaving to street fashion and
anime.
The exhibition is open through
May 28. The Japan Foundation is
open Monday through Saturday
noon to 6 p.m. The foundation
will be closed on April 29 and 30.
It is located at 5700 Wilshire
Blvd., #100.
This exhibition is curated by
Kio Griffith and organized by the
Japan Foundation, Los Angeles.
More information can be found
jflalc.org/index.

LACMA hosts Pamela Z and Wild Up

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art will present a performance by pioneering composer,
performer and media artist Pamela
Z and avant-garde contemporary
music collective Wild Up, who will
stage a three-part program in
LACMA’s newly reinstalled
Modern Art Galleries. The presentation will consist of a series of roving performances, including original compositions by Pamela Z and
graphic scores responding to the
artwork on view. Performers will
include Pamela Z, conductor and

artistic director of Wild Up
Christopher Rountree, as well as an
ensemble of musicians on the violin, viola, cello, flute, clarinet, bassoon, percussion and electronics.
Admission is free but reservations are required. The event will be
held on April 16 at 7 p.m. To RSVP
go to www.lacma.org/event/artm u s i c - p a m e l a - z wild?utm_source=wordfly&utm_
medium=email&utm_campaign=E
DU%7CArt%26Music%3APamel
aZ%2BWildUp&utm_content=ver
sion_A&sourceNumber=110914.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
April 3 and April 9. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department
April 3
At 3:48 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Beverly and La
Cienega.

petty theft in the 8800 block of
Santa Monica at 1:40 a.m.
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 900 block of N. Stanley at 6
p.m.
At 8:18 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1100 block of N. La Brea.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a vehicle burglary in the
8700 block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 700 block of N.
Hudson at 10 p.m.

April 9

April 5

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 1000 block of N. San Vicente
at 4 a.m.

At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. Robertson.

At 7:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

Los Angeles Police
Department
April 3
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6700 block of
Selma at 1 a.m.

April 5

April 4

At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
4200 block of Sixth.

At 12:25 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 100 block of N. Elm.

At 6:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1100
block of N. Flores.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8000 block of
Third at 6:40 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of S.
McCarty at 3:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1100 block of N.
Genesee at 8:30 a.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5500
block of Santa Monica.

April 6

At 2:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7300
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 7500 block of
Hollywood at 8 p.m.

A suspect assaulted a victim during
a domestic violence incident in the
900 block of Genesee at 11 p.m.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Bronson and Sixth.

April 5

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 400 block of S.
Genesee at 11 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
S. Clark at 10:15 p.m.
At 10:34 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Sunset and Palm.

April 7
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9200 block of
Olympic at 9 a.m.
At 3:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 700
block of Elm.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1000 block of N.
La Brea at 3:30 p.m.
At 4:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9600 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 200 block of N.
Rodeo at 6:51 p.m.
At 11 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported near the corner of
Tower and Wilshire.

April 8
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 200
block of S. Hamilton.

April 9
At 2:08 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Crescent and
Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 9900 block of Robbins
at 2:37 p.m.

At 4:50 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 1000 block of
N. Palm.
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 1100 block of Olive at 11:30
p.m.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Wilshire and Cochran.

April 4

April 6

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 500 block of N.
Gower at 1:06 a.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1200 block of N. La
Brea at 6:04 p.m.

At 2:19 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1100 block of S. Swall.

At 9:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

An attempted vehicle burglary was
reported in the 1900 block of
Hillcrest at 2:30 a.m.

A suspect assaulted a victim during
a domestic violence incident in the
8700 block of Melrose at 10:30 p.m.

At 3:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1300 block of N. Poinsettia.

April 7

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1200 block of N.
Sycamore at 3:50 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 600 block of
Robertson at 1 a.m.
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 600 block
of N. Robertson.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near Hancock and
Santa Monica at 2:35 p.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7100 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect stole a bicycle in the 1000 block of N La Brea
at 3:30 p.m.

At 10:11 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
1800 block of N. Highland.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6300 block of
Third at 11 a.m.
At 11:21 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
8500 block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 7900 block of
Beverly at 12:30 p.m.
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
6000 block of Lexington.

At 2:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of N. Rodeo.

April 8

A vandalism incident occurred in
the 400 block of Canon at 4:40 p.m.

At 3:10 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 9000
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 130 block of
Londonderry at 1 p.m.

At 5:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 400 block
of N. Canon.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
N. Fuller at 2 p.m.

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1300
block of N. La Brea.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

At 6:32 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8500 block of
Melrose at 3:50 p.m.

April 3

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8300 block of
Sunset at 7 p.m.

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1600
block of Vine.

An unknown suspect committed a

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1200 block of N.
Cherokee at 9 a.m.

tim near the corner of Sunset and
Fuller at 5 p.m.
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5400
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6900 block of Melrose
at 6:45 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
600 block of Franklin.

At 11:40 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 400 block of
S. Gramercy.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Sunset and Gardner at 8 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6300 block of Third at 3
p.m.

At 11:20 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 600
block of S. Ridgeley.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Lexington and El
Centro.

April 7

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1600 block of
Taft at 6 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6500
block of Melrose.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6100 block of
Sunset at 7 p.m.
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Melrose and Beachwood.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 80 block of N. El Centro
at 7:50 p.m.
At 10:50 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Selma and Argyle.

April 6
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Bronson and
Sunset at 12:15 a.m.

At 1:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1100
block of N. Western.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1200 block of Vine
at 4:50 a.m.
At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
700 block of S. La Brea.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8000 block of
Sunset at 11 a.m.
At 5:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 5600
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Lorraine and
Fifth at 8:55 p.m.
At 8:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Gregory and Gower.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 200 block of S.
Detroit at 9:20 p.m.

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Lexington and Vine.

At 10:10 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Hollywood and
McCadden.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6800 block of
Sunset at 4:05 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 700 block of Elm
at 3:20 p.m.

At 5:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of N. Swall.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5700
block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6500 block of
Hollywood at 8 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1400 block of N.
Vista at 11 p.m.

At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Sunset and Argyle.

April 8

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8300 block of
Third at 9:30 a.m.
At 10:05 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
5200 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6200 block of La
Mirada at noon.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6200 block
of Banner.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Wilshire and Citrus at 1:33 p.m.
At 2:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a bicycle in the 600 block of
N. Hayworth.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 100 block of N.
Norton at 3:30 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Sunset and Courtney.
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-

At 1:35 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6700
block of Melrose.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 400 block of S. La
Brea at 8 a.m.
At 10:28 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
500 block of N. Irving.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 600 block of N.
La Cienega at noon.
At 1:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6900 block
of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Hollywood and El Centro at 6 p.m.
At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
Sherbourne and Third.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
N. La Brea at 9:10 p.m.
At 10:10 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6200
block of Third.
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Violinist Nemanja Radulović to perform
in L.A. Chamber concerts
Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra,
led by Music Director Jaime
Martín, presents the U.S. debut of
Franco-Serbian violinist Nemanja
Radulović performing Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto in back-toback concerts on Saturday, April
23, 8 p.m., at Glendale’s Alex
Theatre, and Sunday, April 24, 7:00
p.m., at UCLA’s Royce Hall.
Radulović has taken the classical
music world by storm with his
thrilling virtuosity, depth of expression and adventurous programming, both in the recording studio
and on the concert stage. The program also features Martín conducting the rarely-performed overture
to
Joplin’s
only
opera,
“Treemonisha,” and the complete
orchestral suite of Ravel’s “Ma
mère l’Oye,” which brings Mother
Goose to life.
Radulović, an artist who seeks to

broaden the boundaries of classical
music, champions the power of
music to bring people together with
his unique energy and candour. He
has amassed a legion of loyal fans
around the world who have enjoyed
his performances with many of the
world’s leading orchestras, among
them the Munich Philharmonic,
Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester
Berlin, Staatskapelle Dresden,
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic,
Tokyo Symphony, Yomiuri Nippon
Symphony in Tokyo, Orchestre
Symphonique
de
Montréal,
Orquesta Nacional de España,
Netherlands Radio Philharmonic,
Salzburg
Camerata,
NDR
Radiophilharmonie in Hanover,
WDR
Sinfonieorchester
in
Cologne, Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France, Belgian
National Orchestra, Orchestre
National de Lille, Orchestra

High School Choir Festival
returns to in-person celebration

Celebrating its 33rd year and
returning to an in-person celebration, the Los Angeles Master
Chorale’s annual High School
Choir Festival, led by Kiki & David
Gindler and Artistic Director Grant
Gershon, will take place at The
Music Center’s Grand Park, Friday,
April 29, at 11 a.m. Bringing
together 500 high school students
from 18 schools, the festival will
feature music from Sam Cooke and
Sara Bareilles, to Reena Esmail and
Handel. Sixteen singers from the
Los Angeles Master Chorale, conducted by Associate Artistic
Director Jenny Wong, will also perform.
Esmail, the Master Chorale’s
Swan Family Artist-in-Residence,
will also share insight into her piece
TaReKiTa, and teach the mudras,
which are expressive hand gestures

that complement the fast-paced,
vibrant energy of the music. Special
guest Robin Sukhadia will also give
a tabla demonstration. Other special
guest musicians include the USC
department chair of choral and
sacred music, Dr. Cristian Grases
(composer of Verde Mar de
Navegar), and associate dean of
keyboard collaborative arts at
Chapman University, Dr. Louise
Thomas.
The High School Choir Festival,
one of the longest running arts education programs in Southern
California, is designed to deepen
students’ exposure to and understanding of the choral art form
through a year-long experience
leading up to the celebratory
Festival Day.
“Singing is an inherently communal activity, and the Los Angeles

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Master Chorale

Sinfonica Nazionale della RAI in
Turin, Orchestra della Toscana,
Tampere Philharmonic, Gävle
Symphony, Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra, Copenhagen Phil,
Geneva Camerata, Queensland
Symphony, Macao Orchestra,
Malaysian Philharmonic, Cadaqués
Orchestra and the Bilbao Orkestra
Sinfonikoa. Radulović has an equal
passion for the intimacy of chamber
music and is an increasingly active
recitalist on the international circuit.
LACO recognizes the generous
support of the Colburn Foundation
and the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation. Steinway is the official
piano of Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra. The Orchestra also
receives public funding via grants
from the City of Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs, the
Los Angeles County Arts

Master Chorale is overjoyed to
return to an in-person festival, especially for the students, who will
finally be able to enjoy the full benefits of this experience since the
COVID-19 pandemic began,”
Gershon said. “This year’s festival
is a testament to the dedication and
perseverance of the teachers, choir
directors and students involved.”
The Los Angeles Master
Chorale’s 2022 High School Choir
Festival is made possible by generous support from the City of Los
Angeles Department of Cultural
Affairs, Cheryl Petersen and Roger
Lustberg, Rosemary Schroeder,
Ann
Peppers
Foundation,
Anonymous, Walter and Holly
Thomson Foundation, Judi and
Bryant Danner, The Kenneth T. and
Eileen L. Norris Foundation,
William H. Hannon Foundation,
John and Beverly Stauffer
Foundation, Pasadena Showcase
House for the Arts, Sidney Stern
Memorial Trust and Friars
Charitable Foundation.

photo courtesy of Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra

The Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra will perform on April 23 at
Glendale’s Alex Theatre and April 24 at UCLA’s Royce Hall.

Commission and the National
Endowment for the Arts. LACO
gratefully acknowledges Hogan
Lovells US LLP for generous pro
bono support. Radulović’s LACO
appearance is made possible, in
part, from a generous contribution

from Leslie Lassiter.
Tickets start at $29 and may be
purchased online at laco.org or by
calling LACO at (213)622-7001 x1.
Discounted tickets are also available
by phone for seniors 65 years of age
and older and for students.

Red Cross marks National
Minority Health Month

April is National Minority
Health Month, a time to raise
awareness about health disparities
that disproportionately affect
racial and ethnic minority populations. The American Red Cross is
reminding blood and platelet
donors it’s critically important to
maintain a stable blood supply this
spring to support those with
chronic illnesses and other blood
needs in the U.S.
Blood transfusions remain one
of the most critical treatments for
patients like those living with sickle cell disease – the majority of
whom are of African and Latin
descent – and beta thalassemia
major, which disproportionately
affects those of Asian descent.
Additionally, women who are
Black are more likely than women
who are white to experience severe

postpartum hemorrhage, often
requiring blood transfusion.
To help ensure all patients have
access to the blood products they
count on, donors are urged to
make an appointment by downloading the Red Cross Blood
Donor
App,
visiting
RedCrossBlood.org or calling
1(800)RED
CROSS
or
1(800)733-2767.
As a thank-you, those who
come to give through April 18
will receive an exclusive Red
Cross T-shirt, while supplies last.
Those who come to give April
19-May 19 will receive a $10 egift card to a merchant of choice
and will be automatically entered
to win a new travel trailer camper
that sleeps eight, all courtesy of
our partners at Suburban
Propane.

Bogie’s Liquor

The Los Angeles Master Chorale will celebrate its 33rd High School
Choir Festival.

‘Wings Over Malibu’ gala
fundraiser set for April 21

The Emily Shane Foundation
will be hosting its annual gala
spring fundraiser, “Wings Over
Malibu,” on Thursday, April 21.
Highlights will include food, hand
crafted wines and an online auction.
Every Thursday in April the
Strange Family Vineyards Malibu
Tasting Room, located at the
Malibu Lumber Yard, is donating a
percentage of sales during the hours
of 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. to the Emily
Shane Foundation. This includes
both in person and virtual sales,
whether a glass of wine, bottles or
cases are purchased.
The Emily Shane Foundation’s
Successful
Educational
Achievement Program provides
crucial academic one-on-one tutoring and mentorship to disadvan-

taged struggling middle school students at risk of failure. SEA solely
serves those who cannot otherwise
afford this necessary help outside
the classroom. The SEA Program
helps give these children hope, confidence and a future. All proceeds
for fundraising events will benefit
the SEA Program.
To learn more about the Emily
Shane Foundation, “Wings Over
Malibu” event sponsorship opportunities, inquires related to donations to the event’s silent and live
auctions or for any other information contact (213)290-5441 or
info@emilyshane.org.
The gala fundraiser will be held
April 21 at Duke’s Malibu-Ocean
Room located at 21150 Pacific
Coast Hwy.

Fine Wines, Champagnes & Spirits!
Nice Selection of Craft Beer too!
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
Don’t Drink & Drive!
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Roxbury home may get razed

Council hears BHPD initiatives

From page 1

From page 1

gorgeous house and a tragedy that
the new owner is wasting something dear.”
Eric Baker purchased the property in 2020 for over $39 million. The
Beverly Hills native co-founded
StubHub, the online ticketing giant,
in 2000. He has long been based in
London, founding another similar
company there, Viagogo, which
later purchased StubHub. Baker
already has a significant footprint in
Beverly Hills real estate. He owns
two other properties in the flats, one
of which was listed on the market
not long after he purchased the
home on Roxbury Drive. His parents also reside in the city.
Baker does not intend to keep the
1001 Roxbury Drive intact, however, Martino said.
“Nobody knows what he wants
to build in its place,” she added.
“He has applied and been granted a
certificate of ineligibility, so he can
do with it what he wants.”
The certificate of ineligibility
deems that a structure is historically
insignificant and can be demolished.
Martino said that Beverly Hills
director of community development Ryan Gohlich found that that
the building did not meet the city’s
definition of exceptional work by a
contractor or master architect.
To qualify for protection, the
home would have had to have been
featured in architectural magazines
or been granted awards for its
design, not just for one of its renovations. The age, character or the
feelings the community might have
for it do not constitute preservation.
The property’s fate was debated
into the early hours of the morning
at the April 12 Beverly Hills City
Council meeting, with community
members like David Silvas, a real
estate agent specializing in historic
properties in Beverly Hills, speaking in support of preserving the
home.
“This would be a grave mistake
not to declare this property histori-
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The home on Roxbury Drive previously sold for more than $39 million.

cally eligible in this community,”
Silvas said. “Beverly Hills has an
unfortunate track record in the
preservation world of being a city
that is difficult to deal with … We
are giving up the history [and] the
cultural context of the fabric of this
community. And there’s not enough
golden shields that can be manufactured to replace everything that will
erode away if this keeps up.”
Similar fates have come to other
homes on Roxbury Drive over the
years, including the homes occupied by James Stewart and
Rosemary Clooney. While Lucille
Ball’s house still sits on the same
frame, the façade itself has been
altered.
Resident George Milstein spoke
in favor of Baker’s right to demolish the property.
“This property owner, in fact, has
done everything that [they have
asked] them to do and requires them
to do and the certificate as issued by
staff should stand,” Milstein said.
The majority of speakers, however, urged the council to reconsider
the home’s historical status.

“Beverly Hills does a very poor
job of historic preservation,” Jill
Collins, of the Beverly Hills
Cultural Heritage Commission,
said. “Just think about what has
been lost in recent years and the
crap that has been built in its place.
This is my dream house. Sometimes
I drive by it and just park that imagine what it’s like inside. Seriously,
this is breaking my heart. I just don't
understand what’s wrong with people. This house is part of the indelible landscape of Beverly Hills. Not
just the history but the structure
itself.”
“It’s a historic gem. It tells the
fabric of the city. And they’re never
going to be able to build anything
like that ever again,” Martino said.
No final decision on the house’s
fate was made at the meeting, but
the City Council decided to reconsider granting the right for it to be
demolished. Martino said it gave
her hope that community support
may help save the house.
“This is like ‘It’s a Wonderful
Life,’ and we’re all trying to be
George Bailey,” she added.

L.A. County celebrates community development week
Annually, National Community
Development Week is Los Angeles
County’s opportunity to commemorate the longstanding accomplishments of the federally-funded
Community Development Block
Grant and HOME Investment
Partnerships Programs.
This year, April 11-15 marks the
36th year of the national effort to
actively promote awareness, education and advocacy for the programs.
The county is taking the opportunity
to celebrate National Community
Development Week and to commemorate the continued successes
of the CDBG and HOME Programs
that significantly impact Los
Angeles County residents, especially during crises, such as the recent
COVID-19 pandemic.
The county’s CDBG Program,
which is administered by the Los
Angeles County Development
Authority, is the largest among
urban counties in the nation, serving
more than 1 million people in unincorporated areas and an additional
1.4 million living in 48 participating
cities. The program’s success is in
its flexibility, allowing local governments to directly address community needs, targeting about 99% of
allocated funds to benefit persons
with limited and moderate means
through activities that include housing rehabilitation; public services

for groups, such as seniors, youth,
and persons experiencing homelessness; economic development activities; and making public facilities,
housing and sidewalks accessible
for persons with disabilities.
Additionally, March marked the
two-year commemoration of the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and
Economic Security Act, which provided $5 billion in additional
CDBG funds, referred to as CDBGCV funds, to respond to the
COVID-19 pandemic. LACDA has
utilized CDBG-CV to assist residents and businesses affected by the
pandemic. Through an expenditure
of more than $19 million in CDBGCV funds, an estimated 8,654
seniors and 62,300 persons were
served through senior services, food
banks and other public services
focused on food distribution programs. An additional $9 million in
CDBG-CV funds assisted 2,620
businesses with grants and loans
and supported the creation and
retention of 615 jobs.
The Los Angeles County’s
HOME Program promotes and
facilitates affordable and special
needs housing to county residents
living in its unincorporated areas
and the 46 participating cities.
Since the HOME Program’s inception in 1992, LACDA has overseen
the administration of more than

$321 million in HOME funds into
the county’s housing market.
The HOME Program’s added
benefit is its ability to leverage local
funding. For example, more than
$965 million has been leveraged
with HOME funds since 1992 to
develop affordable rental housing.
“The pandemic continued to
make this past year a difficult time
for many, but thanks to programs
like CDBG and HOME, Los
Angeles County was able to offer
relief to renters and property owners
alike,” LACDA executive director
Emilio Salas said.
While the programs’ accomplishments are far-reaching and severely
needed, past national budget cuts
have overshadowed their merits,
Salas said. The CDBG Program for
2022 is set to receive $3.3 billion.
The HOME Program will receive
$1.5 billion this year.
In alignment with CDBG and
HOME funding goals, April is also
National Fair Housing Month,
meant to recognize the passing of
the Fair Housing Act of 1968, legislation to prevent housing discrimination. The celebration of Fair
Housing Month highlights events
and education designed to promote
inclusive communities through fair
housing opportunities.
For information, visit lacda.org or
call (626)586-1760.

we use this technology together in
the most effective and integrated
manner? I think we can do this, and
it’s really the wave of the future for
policing,” Stainbrook told the City
Council on April 12.
Beverly Hills residents and businesses have been victimized by
smash-and-grab and follow-home
robberies in recent months – the
most egregious of which was the
murder
of
philanthropist
Jacqueline Avant in December.
Mayor Lili Bosse announced several new policing measures during
the council’s reorganizational
meeting last week.
“We have a very motivated command staff that really wants to go
in this direction, and we have
employees who are younger, more
technologically savvy, and they
want this technology in the field,”
Stainbrook said. “It makes them
more effective and efficient, and I
always think that’s the most important thing. What are we doing to
help our field personnel do their
job the best they can?”
He said the department strives to
reduce officers’ response times to
calls, and it hopes to accomplish
that in multiple ways. For one, the
BHPD hopes to incorporate
Live911, which will allow officers
the ability to respond to calls in
real-time.
“We should really be able to
push information out to our officers,” Stainbrook said.
Further, the department wants to
utilize the nearly 2,000 security
cameras it has at its disposal.
Stainbrook referenced the New
York City subway shooting that
occurred on April 12 and said it
has been reported that the cameras
in that station were not working.
He said the city’s Department of
Public Works fixes inoperable
cameras within 24 hours, but the
department can do more.
“What we want to get to in the
future is live monitoring of the
cameras,” Stainbrook said. “The
way we would do that is use the
contracts we already have in place
with [tactical training companies]
NASTEC and CoveredSix, use
contracted operators from those
companies because they already
know the city. They already know
how the city operates, how the
department operates. They’ve
already worked with us on many
different cases, and they already
understand how crime works here.
So, there’ll be very good operators
who will get trained on how to use
the cameras and observation skills,
how to use the radio or privacy
issues – all those things – so,
they’ll be very well trained.”
The chief said a lot of the crimes
that occur in Beverly Hills come

from outside sources, such
Riverside County, San Bernardino,
San Francisco, Minnesota and
Florida. Oftentimes, the offenders
are driving stolen cars or vehicles
without proper registration, which
is why the department wants to
deploy more license-plate readers.
However, drones will be helpful in
that effort as well, Stainbrook said.
“Right now, we’re flying for
four days a week, nine or 10 hours
a day with the drone,” he added.
“We have 12 new officers getting
trained on how to be drone operators. We want to move to 70 hours
a week, so 10 hours a day, seven
days a week with what we call
‘drones as a first responder.’ When
the drone as a first responder is not
flying, our goal is to have officers
that are trained to fly drones, have
them in their vehicles and be able
to launch them at scenes when
they need them.”
Stainbrook said he is optimistic
that using technology will help
make Beverly Hills a safer city.
“The integrated use of technology, the way we’re using our technology, is really going to revolutionize the way we secure the
city,” he added.
Council members seemingly
approved of the department’s
vision, but they expressed concern
about the Los Angeles County
District Attorney’s ability to prosecute individuals who commit
crimes in Beverly Hills.
Councilman Robert Wunderlich
said he would like to see the
department use more artificial
intelligence in its crime response.
“If 10 cars show up for a smashand-grab, all arriving at the same
store within less than a minute of
each other, I think that kind of pattern of behavior should be able to
be captured with existing artificial
intelligence,” he said, referencing
the BriefCam software the department uses. “I would suspect that
there are more robust packages
that are available.”
Councilman John Mirisch said
the department should not be looking for “silver bullets,” but technology could be crucial in impacting the city’s crime problems.
“I know there are a lot of people
who talk about civil rights and that
sort of thing, but I go back to the
old days, where you have the
‘most wanted’ lists in the post
office,” he said. “This is a modern,
high-tech version of that.”
Bosse praised the chief’s vision.
“This is a start,” she said.
“When we think about, this is
April and that within two months,
everything we’re talking about
will be up and running, and when
you look at that, that’s really extraordinary.”

Cedars advises on second booster
When the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration recently approved a
second booster dose of the COVID19 vaccine, the agency made it
optional, leaving many people
wondering whether they should get
another shot.
“This second booster is safe, and
that’s the most important thing to
know when making your decision,”
said Cedars-Sinai infectious disease
specialist Dr. Soniya Gandhi, associate chief medical officer and vice
president of medical affairs.
The FDA has authorized the sec-

ond booster dose of the PfizerBioNTech and Moderna COVID19 vaccines for four groups of people four months after they received
their initial booster: adults 50 and
older, immunocompromised individuals 12 and older (eligible for
Pfizer-BioNTech second booster),
immunocompromised individuals
18 and older (eligible for Moderna
second booster) and adults ages 18
to 49 who received the Johnson &
Johnson COVID-19 vaccine for
both their primary shot and initial
booster dose
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Robberies increase in local area

Comedy Store receives honors

From page 1
that crime, but said it appears to have
involved different suspects than the
earlier attempted robbery at Melrose
Avenue and Ogden Drive. The
Follow-Home Robbery Task Force
was assigned to investigate that
crime as well because it involved a
victim targeted for jewelry.
Marsden said the Follow-Home
Robbery Task Force is also investigating a robbery that occurred on
April 3 at approximately 5:10 p.m.
in Larchmont Village.
Two men left the shopping district and walked north to their car,
which was parked on Larchmont
Boulevard near Rosewood Avenue.
As they attempted to get in the
vehicle, a black SUV pulled up and
two men with handguns jumped
out, Marsden said. The men stole a
Rolex watch from one of the victims. In both the Larchmont
Boulevard robbery and the attempted robbery at Melrose Avenue and
Ogden Drive, the suspects were
described as young Black men in
their 20s.
Marsden said the crimes are similar in that they were committed by
suspects targeting victims for
watches, but police have no evidence that they were committed by
the same suspects. The LAPD
believes the follow-home robberies
are being committed by different
crews of gang members who have
learned the crimes can be very
lucrative. The gangs are not affiliated, and are actually rivals committing the same type of crimes,

Marsden added.
“They are not working together,
they are just doing the same thing,”
he said. “In the past, it was a gang
coming up with a new way to commit robberies. Now, it’s 17 different
gangs out there doing the same
thing. That’s how it became a crime
trend. I’ve been investigating robberies for 15 years and have been
with the department for 25 years,
and I’ve never seen anything like
this.”
Authorities have not said how
they determined so many different
gangs are committing the same
types of crimes, a detail police are
remaining tight-lipped about
because it’s part of the task force’s
overall investigation. However,
Marsden said the suspects can sell
the watches they steal for thousands
of dollars each on the black market,
which is likely driving more criminals to commit the crimes.
Police said the suspects often rent
luxury vehicles to commit the
crimes. They frequently gather in
groups and drive to locations such
as Hollywood, the Wilshire area and
downtown Los Angeles to scout for
victims, Marsden added. Police
believe the gang members go into
restaurants, nightclubs and stores
looking for victims. They then wait
nearby for victims to leave and follow them to secluded locations
where the robberies are committed.
“Some of the suspects themselves
are wandering around and when
they spot someone, they wait. If

you’re wearing a watch that’s worth
a lot of money, these guys know it,”
Marsden said. “You will have two,
three, four cars following them to
their next destination. If you’re
going to wear an expensive watch
or jewelry like that, know they are
out there and take precautions.”
He said a majority of the followhome robberies in the Hollywood
and Wilshire areas have occurred in
the Melrose District and the La
Cienega Boulevard corridor.
Lt. Dan Gonzalez, of the Wilshire
Division, said resources have been
deployed to address the crimes
including additional patrols and
undercover operations.
He said the suspects have also targeted people carrying expensive
purses and bags, which he referred
to as “high-end fashion accessories.”
Gonzalez said the crimes occur
randomly when suspects identify
victims, and it can be very difficult
to know when and where a robbery
will occur. He stressed that people
take precautions to protect themselves.
“I wish I had an answer. I believe
some people are spotters and they
are scoping you out,” he said. “We
have put the information out to the
public and have issued crime alerts.
The officers have been notified to
be alert for the suspects. Right now,
we encourage people to be aware of
their surroundings and if you are
wearing a high-end watch, know
that people are watching.”

Tower Records building to be repurposed
From page 1
Records was listed as the largest
record store in the world by the
Guinness Book of World Records.
Among its most famous patrons
was Elton John, who is shown in
the Hanks documentary perusing
the seemingly endless rows of
vinyl.
But big box retailers pushed out
music retailers, then Amazon and
streaming killed what was left.
Though niche stores such as
Hollywood’s Amoeba Records
managed to hang on, chains like
Tower Records couldn’t make it.
During the last few years, the
Sunset location has hosted pop-up
stores, all of which have left the
renovated signage in place. Jay
Luchs, a vice chairman of
Newmark who represents the
building’s owner Tower Records
Square LLC, said he feels a certain
affinity for the building, and he has
looked for occupants who would
honor its history. Gibson Guitars
almost became the new, permanent
resident, but then the company
went bankrupt.
Enter Supreme. Founded in
1994, the skateboarding-centric
brand sells shoes, clothing and
skateboards.
Luchs said that Supreme had no
intention of taking down the Tower
Records sign. In fact, Supreme
wanted to incorporate it into their
renovation of the building. But
unlike 2006, Tower Records today
is no longer a defunct company. In
2020, Tower Records emerged
from the ashes, launching an online
store that sells vinyl, CDs and cassettes.
Meanwhile, as Supreme has
moved forward with a large-scale
renovation project on the property,
West
Hollywood
residents
expressed alarm when the signage
came down and the building was

gutted.
Replying to a post on the
Vintage Los Angeles page,
Christine Rothman’s comment
summed up the general feeling of
some residents.
“Blasphemous!!! Our culture is
being dismantled right before our
eyes,” Rothman wrote.
But no matter how concerning
the appearance may be, Luchs said
that Supreme is not to blame.
“There was a legal letter from
the IP holder [Tower Records corporate] to paint over the Tower
Records logo,” Luchs said. “[The
owners] of the property, myself
and Supreme wanted to preserve
the name somewhere, and that was
going to be something that
Supreme designers would figure
out where.”
Tower Records said that it
attempted to work with Supreme
on a compromise that would have
allowed for a Tower Records presence in the store, including a potential listening bar, joint Supreme
and Tower Records events and a
selection of Tower Records merchandise. The company said these
collaboration proposals were
rejected by Supreme.
“We could not allow the Tower
Records sign to remain on Sunset
over an unrelated retail store with
no homage or relevance to the
original Tower Records,” a
spokesperson said in a statement.
“We did this to ensure Tower fans
would not be confused or disappointed by the lack of any Tower
music or presence in the retail
space and to keep a genuine element of Tower’s original music
offering alive on Sunset beyond
the signage. Tower Records
remains open to discussions on
reinstating the sign on the basis
that Supreme agree to some in-

store presence reflecting the Tower
Records offering.”
“Nothing would make me happier than having the Tower Records
name on the building, but it’s a lot
to ask for when all Supreme wanted to do was pay homage to Tower
Records and The Sunset Strip,”
Luchs said.
Luchs said that other tenants
were interested in the location,
many of them banks and other similar institutions. He worked to
ensure that the space would be
occupied by a company that could
drive forward the youth culture that
has long dominated The Sunset
Strip.
“If you look at the options, and
you look at Supreme … Supreme
is a global brand that’s hip,” Luchs
said. “That felt right.”
Martino said that the company
does seem to care about the building’s history.
“They want to save as much of it
[as they can],” Martino said.
“They’re saving the side brick
wall, they’re saving the yellow
slats that keep it up. I almost feel
bad because everyone is bashing
them, and I don’t think they know
that [Supreme] tried everything
they could to save it.”
Luchs said he hopes that an
agreement can be reached with
Tower Records corporate ownership, and the sign can once again
be restored.
“I still have plans to get all sides
together,” Luchs said. “I’m trying
to find out a little more to get to
that point. I really don’t know if
that ship has sailed or not. Tower
Records should want [Supreme]
putting it up.”
“It’s what I’ve been dreaming
of,” Luchs added.
Supreme did not respond to a
request for comment.
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West Hollywood Mayor Lauren Meister presented Peter Shore with a
proclamation honoring the Sunset Strip’s Comedy Store.

West Hollywood Mayor Lauren
Meister presented a commendation to the Comedy Store on April
8 in celebration of its 50th
anniversary. The venue’s CEO
Peter Shore accepted the honor.
The Comedy Store was founded on April 7, 1972, on the Sunset
Strip in West Hollywood by

comedian Sammy Shore, his wife
Mitzi and comedy writer Rudy
DeLuca.
Over the years, the Comedy
Store has hosted comedians ranging from Robin Williams to
Richard Pryor to Paul Mooney.
For more information visit thecomedystore.com.

Controller’s office receives funding
Los Angeles City Controller Ron
Galperin on April 8 announced that
his office received a $160,000
award from the city’s Innovation
Fund — a $1 million fund overseen
by the Innovation and Performance
Commission.
With the award, Galperin will
conduct an analysis of city-administered extractive fines and fees, culminating in an online, publicly
available tool for residents and policymakers to explore the impact of
the charges – such as parking tickets
and building code violations – on
Angelenos in all neighborhoods.
The City Council has approved the
project.
“The city of Los Angeles collects
hundreds of millions of dollars in
revenue from fines and fees each
year,” Galperin said. “But, these
fines and fees can derail the lives of
residents by contributing to cycles
of inequity, creating barriers to
opportunity and engendering
greater financial insecurity, especially in historically disadvantaged
communities. I am excited to work
on this innovative project that will
give Angelenos and policymakers
an objective, comprehensive look at
how fines and fees are impacting
our residents.”
“The
Innovation
and

Performance Commission is
pleased to partner with the controller’s office by supporting this
unique project, which will enhance
government transparency and help
to fulfill a key strategic goal of ours,
to advance economic equity in Los
Angeles,” said Innovation and
Performance Commission President
Jon Merritt.
Galperin has used data and innovation to promote equity in the city,
launching the first L.A. Equity
Index in 2020 – a tool measuring
structural disparities and barriers to
opportunity within Los Angeles —
and releasing reports on pay equity
for city workers.
The fines and fees analysis will
provide a free, publicly available
online resource that will tell a more
holistic story of L.A. neighborhoods, and explore how city-administered fines and fees impact residents’ quality of life. It will be the
first local dashboard of its kind.
The city collects revenue from
fines, fees and tickets each year. A
growing number of state and local
governments across the country are
reexamining how fines and fees are
administered, evaluating the potential harm they can cause to local residents and the role they play in balancing municipal and state budgets.

Reyes appointed to public works
Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti on April 12 nominated
Susana Reyes, who currently
serves as vice president of the
Board of Water and Power
Commission, to the Board of
Public Works.
Prior to joining the Water and
Power Board of Commissioners,
which oversees the LADWP,
Reyes served as the director of the
utility’s Low-Income Customer
Access program, which provides
low-income ratepayers with access
to financial assistance, discounts
and rebates. Reyes is also founder
and CEO of AgilEngines LLC, an
advocacy and consulting firm
focused on community outreach
and civic engagement strategies.
Reyes previously served as a
senior sustainability analyst for
Garcetti, helping to oversee the

implementation of Los Angeles’
first Sustainable City pLAn.
She also helped secure a $1.7
million grant for the city from the
California Air and Resources
Board to help launch BlueLA, an
electric vehicle car sharing pilot

Answers From Page 22
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LIFTING LIVES
THROUGH GIVING
BY MARVIN I. SCHOTLAND

E

ach year, the coming of Passover – the
eight-day observance marking the
Jewish people’s exodus from slavery
in Egypt – serves as a personal reminder of
my gratitude for the freedom we enjoy as
Americans but all too often take for granted.
My appreciation this year is even more
profound given the unprovoked, unjustified
invasion of and ongoing devastation in Ukraine. The senseless death, destruction, and
human suffering are heart-wrenching. Yet
the bravery of Ukrainian citizens, who are
sacrificing their lives to maintain sovereignty
and self-determination, illustrates the high
price a courageous people are willing to
pay to stave off the yoke of oppression.
This courage – in the face of attack on the
fundamental principle of liberty – is generating an outpouring of support from around
the globe. The Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles (The Foundation), which
I proudly lead, responded promptly with
nearly $2 million (and growing) in urgent
humanitarian aid for food, medicine, and
winter relief and to transport people out of
the conflict areas.
Our donors establish charitable funds with
us – donor advised funds (DAF) being the
most popular – to fulfill philanthropic passions, to leave meaningful legacies, and to
carry forth their values to the next generation and future generations they will never
know. But time and again, I have witnessed
with admiration as our donors step up in response to unimaginable crises and challenges: the COVID-19 global pandemic, a
national reckoning on race and justice, devastating California wildfires, and emergency
aid to Israel, among them.
As one deeply committed Foundation
donor asked rhetorically during the depths
of COVID-19: “What is our DAF for if not to
be used in a once-in-a-lifetime event like the
pandemic?” Each crisis challenges us in
ways no one could imagine, but it also enables us to look beyond the immediate
pressing issues and maintain a long-term vision for our future.
It’s precisely this long view that resulted in
the creation of The Foundation nearly 70

years ago to meet the long-term needs of
our community and for crises and
challenges that could never be imagined.
Today, The Foundation manages more than
$1.5 billion in charitable assets for nearly
1,400 local Jewish philanthropists. In the last
decade alone, we and our donors have
distributed nearly $1 billion to nonprofit
causes across the continuum of giving.

all other nights? Unlike the ancients, we live
in complex times with enormous challenges. Consequently, in the face of seemingly relentless adversity, it might be easy to
cynically ask, Why is this year different from
all other years?
There is one straightforward answer. Our
acts of tzedakah (charity) and chesed (loving

“Passover….allows us to reflect upon
our own good fortune and how we can
assist others in times of suffering and
enrich our own lives as well.”
STREAMLINE YOUR GIVING
Why do so many local Jewish philanthropists partner with The Foundation for their
charitable giving and choose donor advised
funds as the ideal vehicle? DAFs afford convenience and flexibility for your donations,
allowing you to give more strategically, and
enjoy an immediate fair-market-value charitable tax deduction on contributions.
You can fund a DAF – essentially a charitable-giving account – with a variety of assets, including appreciated stock, and can
recommend grants to your favorite charities,
Jewish or secular, on your own schedule.
You may select investment options to potentially grow your fund, and The Foundation handles all the administrative
responsibilities, freeing you to focus on the
joy of giving.
Through The Foundation, donors can access a range of resources to support their
giving. This includes our Center for Designed Philanthropy that helps donors give
more strategically and advises on the best
causes to support based upon your own
passions and fields of interest.

MAKING A MEANINGFUL
DIFFERENCE THIS YEAR

kindness) – in response to pandemics, wars,
and natural disasters – give us a modicum of
control in turbulent times, a sense that we’re
bettering the world. By establishing a donor
advised fund, you’ll have the charitable vehicle in place to conveniently support
causes that feed the hungry, heal the sick,
and educate inquiring minds and to pursue
other philanthropic passions. It can empower your charitable giving not only this
year but for many years to come.
Passover is a stark reminder that in every
generation evil people attempt to diminish
our liberty. But it also allows us to reflect
upon our own good fortune and how we
can assist others in times of suffering and
enrich our own lives as well.
Marvin I. Schotland is president and chief
executive officer of the Jewish Community
Foundation of Los Angeles. The Foundation
partners with donors to shape meaningful
philanthropic strategies, magnify the impact
of giving, and build enduring charitable legacies. To learn more about the benefits of a
donor advised fund and other charitable giving options, please connect with The Foundation at www.jewishfoundationla.org, (323)
761-8704, or development@jewishfoundationla.org.

Every Passover Seder begins with the ageold question, Why is this night different from

IT’S ADMIRABLE TO GIVE CHARITY. IT’S MORE EFFECTIVE WHEN YOU ADD TRUSTED GOOD ADVICE.

