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Worker killed at Metro site BHPD arrests five in Rodeo robbery
n Purple Line construction resumes after accident

By edwin folven
Work has resumed on the Purple
Line Extension project after a worker was killed on March 23 in what
authorities said was an accident at
the Metro construction site at
Wilshire Boulevard and La Brea
Avenue.
Los Angeles Fire Department personnel were called to the scene at

4:52 p.m. and determined the male
victim had been struck by a train
used to move equipment inside the
construction staging area. The victim was pronounced dead at the
scene. The Los Angeles County
Office of Medical Examiner
Coroner identified the worker as
Alejandro Zuniga, 33.
The man who was killed was an
See Metro page 21
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Authorities continue to investigate the accidental death at the staging
yard for the Wilshire/La Brea Purple Line station.

n Five Bay Area

suspects detained
after March 28 incident
By edwin folven
Beverly
Hills
Police
Department officers arrested five
men from San Francisco on
March 29 who were allegedly
responsible for a takeover-style
burglary and robbery the previous day at a store in the 200 block
of North Rodeo Drive.
BHPD Lt. Giovanni Trejo said
four male suspects entered the
unnamed store around 6:40 p.m.
on March 28, removed merchandise and fled on foot. A store
security guard who attempted to
stop the men was assaulted, making the crime a robbery, he added.
The security guard sustained
minor injuries. Trejo declined to
identify which store was targeted
or what was stolen.
The suspects ran to a four-door
vehicle, which drove away, Trejo
said. BHPD authorities collected
evidence, reviewed security camera footage and identified the
vehicle’s license plate number, he
added.
On March 29, BHPD detectives located the vehicle and
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Thieves allegedly targeted an unnamed retailer on Rodeo Drive on
March 28, when an undisclosed amount of merchandise was stolen.

attempted to stop it at an undisclosed location in Los Angeles,
with the help of the California
Highway Patrol. A short pursuit
occurred and the five suspects
abandoned the vehicle and ran
away.
Four of the men were immediately arrested, Trejo said. The fifth
suspect, who was the vehicle driver, climbed onto the roof of a residence in the 4900 block of
Maymont Drive in the Windsor
Hills area of South Los Angeles.

He later surrendered to authorities.
Officers recovered a loaded
handgun from one of the suspects.
BHPD detectives also recovered
the merchandise allegedly stolen,
Trejo said.
The suspects were identified as
Kelvin Burton, 27, Rodney
Dewayne Moultrie Jr., 21, Dewan
Lewis, 20, Juandell Carnelius
Joseph, 33, and Antonio Lewis,
33, all residents of San Francisco.
All five men were charged with

WeHo food handler tests
positive for hepatitis A What does the future hold for Beverly Hills?
n Health department

recommends vaccines
for Sunlife patrons
By rAnce collins
A food handler at the West
Hollywood Sunlife Organics juice
bar has tested positive for hepatitis
A, according to the Los Angeles
County Department of Public
Health.

The health department has recommended that any patrons of the
establishment between March 1417 receive a vaccination for
hepatitis A if they have not previously been vaccinated for the disease or had a prior infection. As of
March 30, no additional cases
connected to the juice bar have
been reported. Businesses are
required to report cases to the
county health department.
See Hepatitis page 22
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Sunlife Organics in West Hollywood was not required to close after
reporting the hepatitis A case to the county health department.

See Robbery page 21

n Chamber looks

ahead with Innovate
Beverly Hills event
By AAron Blevins
The Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce on April 6 will host its
largest in-person event since the
pandemic began, as the organization will present Innovate Beverly
Hills at the Wallis Annenberg
Center for Performing Arts.
Vice Mayor Lili Bosse, who will
be installed as mayor the day prior,
will provide the opening remarks.
Producer Dete Meserve will host,
and Hey Mister DJ and the Los
Angeles Children’s Chorus will
perform.
Once called Beverly Hills
Tomorrow, the event aims to provide attendees a glimpse of what
business leaders from various
industries believe the future has in
store citywide and worldwide,
chamber president and CEO Todd
Johnson said.
“There are a lot of things to talk
about,” he said, referencing the One
Beverly Hills and Cheval Blanc
projects. “The events that we have
as a city – and it’s not just Beverly
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The Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce will host Innovate Beverly Hills
on April 6 at the Wallis Annenberg Center for Performing Arts.

Hills but Southern California – it’s
pretty exciting what’s coming,
because it does affect Beverly Hills
quite a bit.”
Johnson said the Super Bowl was
particularly beneficial for hotels in
the city, and there is a line-up of
other major sporting events coming
to the region in the coming years,
culminating with the Olympics in
2028.
With Metro’s Purple Line
Extension en route and COVID-19

restrictions beginning to wane,
there is plenty of reason for optimism in Beverly Hills, he said.
Several businesses have opened
stores in the city in recent months,
and more are in the process of
doing so, Johnson said.
“We’ve got two Michelin-star
restaurants that are under construction and a third that’s looking to
come here,” he added. Johnson
declined to name two of the estabSee Innovate page 22
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CALENDAR
Vintage books

Ruskin Art Club invited audiences to
“Book Art: An Evening With
Leading Bookbinder, Restorer and
Book Artist Charlene Matthews” on
Thursday, March 31, from 5-7 p.m.,
via Zoom. Matthews will offer tips
for caring for and maintaining vintage books. Admission is free but
reservations
are
required.
us02web.zoom.us/j/3563370764?p
wd=aVZXTHUySXFXMy9PcHhZ
K0VDRzJQdz09#success.
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The event will be held on the Crescent Drive side of City Hall.

BH promotes healthy lifestyles

The city of Beverly Hills, in
partnership with All Seasons
Fitness Media and celebrity trainer
Dion Jackson, will host the
“Beverly Hills Dance & Fitness
Blast” on Sunday, April 3, from 9
a.m.-noon on the Crescent Drive
side of Beverly Hills City Hall. The
free event will be open to residents
and employees of all Beverly Hills
businesses to promote health and
mental wellness throughout the
community.
“We are celebrating Beverly
Hills as a healthy city that
embraces fitness and values mental
wellness, and is filled with incredible people who have worked tirelessly for the past two years to keep
our city running,” Beverly Hills
Mayor Bob Wunderlich said. “We
invite everyone to join us in saying
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thank you to workers from across
the city’s restaurants, hotels, retail
establishments and city government for their continued service to
our community.”
Members of the public are
encouraged to participate in workouts led by fitness influencers and
local instructors such as Kick Box
Cardio, HIIT, Cardio Jam and
Yoga, as well as fun dance classes
such as Zumba and Latin Sizzle
with music from two DJs. The
event will feature a break dancing
demo from L.A.’s WeBreak Dance
Hip Hop youth. The Dance Jam
offers attendees a chance to participate in line dances led by the All
Seasons Fitness Media Trainers.
The event will be held outdoors
and will feature booths staffed by
local health and wellness businesses and fitness experts. Healthy food
snacks will also be offered. The
UCLA mobile health unit will provide services and screenings. There
will be free bicycle parking and
free two-hour parking for cars in
the parking garage at 455 N.
Rexford Drive, adjacent to the
weekly Beverly Hills Farmers’
Market.
The 400 block of North Crescent
Drive, directly adjacent to City
Hall, will be closed to all vehicle
traffic between North and South
Santa Monica boulevards from 8
a.m.-1 p.m. on April 3. Access to
all businesses in the area will be
available.
For information, visit beverlyhills.org/dancefitnessblast.

Galperin to
speak at Miracle
Mile Chamber
meeting

Join the Greater Miracle Mile
Chamber of Commerce for its April
virtual lunch with Los Angeles City
Controller Ron Galperin on
Thursday, April 14, from 11:30 a.m.1 p.m., via Zoom.
Galperin was first elected in 2013
and re-elected in 2017. He serves as
the watchdog for taxpayers at City
Hall, making sure public dollars are
spent efficiently and effectively.
Galperin and representatives from
his office give a presentation, followed by a Q&A session. Galperin
is currently running for the office of
state controller.
RSVP is requested by 10 a.m. on
April 14. To join the meeting, visit
us02web.zoom.us/j/87616652507
and use the meeting ID 876 1665
2507.

Book publishing

Join the Book Publicists of Southern
California for “New Strategies to
Sell More Books,” a webinar on
Thursday, March 31, from 6:308:30 p.m., via Zoom. Panelists
include author Esther Pearlman,
Desiree Duffy, of Black Chateau,
and Bill Frank, vice president of
Book Publicists of Southern
California. Admission is free but
reservations
are
required.
us02web.zoom.us/j/88445624847?p
wd=a045VDJGYzNVOU1iQVhpM
2VzdmlYZz09.

Dance at the
Broad Stage

The Broad Stage is hosting the Los
Angeles premiere of Ephrat
Asherie Dance’s
“Odeon” on its
main stage on
Friday, April 1,
and Saturday,
April 2, at 7:30
p.m. The work
layers breaking, hip hop, house and

vogue with the music of Brazilian
composer Ernesto Nazareth, performed live. Rooted in street and
social dance, Ephrat Asherie Dance
is dedicated to exploring the inherent
complexities of African American
and Latinx styles. Tickets start at
$35. 1310 11th St., Santa Monica.
(310)434-3200, thebroadstage.org.

‘Classic Couples
Counseling’

Theatre West presents “Classic
Couples Counseling,” a comedy
running from Friday, April 1,
through Sunday, May 8. Written by
Lloyd J. Schwartz and directed by
Nick McDow Musleh, the play follows Dr. Patricia Cataldo, a psychotherapist whose special celebrity
clientele are all couples from
Shakespeare. She analyzes Kate and
Petruchio, Macbeth and Lady
Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, Othello
and Desdemona, and Hamlet and
Ophelia. They also attend group sessions. Cataldo’s case load is occasionally reduced by attrition, and
those who know Shakespeare’s
plays will know how that happens.
Showtimes are 8 p.m., Friday and
Saturday; 2 p.m., Sunday. Tickets
are $40. 3333 Cahuenga Blvd. West.
(323)851-7977, theatrewest.org.

‘A Death-Defying
Escape’

Comedy Workshop Productions is
holding “A Death-Defying Escape,”
a darkly funny, inspiring new comedy about one woman’s miraculous
escape from the secrets of her past
running from Saturday, April 2,

through Sunday, May 8, at the
Hudson Guild
Theatre. Author,
stand-up comedian and magician Judy Carter
wrote the production
and
leads the threeperson
cast,
which also features Kevin Scott
Allen and Lyndsi LaRose. The play
combines magic with an inspiring
story about escaping life’s emotional shackles to find love. Showtimes
are 8 p.m., Saturday; 3 p.m.,
Sunday. Tickets are $30. Audiences
can also enjoy an online streamed
version of the play from April 9May 8, with tickets for $25. 6539
Santa Monica Blvd. deathdefyingescape.com.

Immigration panel

The Fountain Theatre has announced
“Immigration Detention Today:
What We Can Do,” a free, public
“call to action” focusing on the current detention
and deportation
crisis
facing
immigrants and
their families
across the country on Sunday,
April 3, from
3:30-5 p.m. at
the Fountain Theatre. Featuring a
panel from organizations fighting for
immigrants’ rights and a performance by Richard Montoya of
Culture Clash, the event will examine the situation at the border and
ways to help. Admission is free. 5060
Fountain Ave. (323)663-1525, fountaintheatre.com.
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BH water treatment plant returns to service
n Beverly Hills

officials to rededicate
facility on March 31
By aaron Blevins
After being closed for repairs for
the last seven years, the city of
Beverly Hills is nearly finished
getting its Foothill Water
Treatment Plant back online and
will rededicate the facility during a
brief ceremony on March 31.
If permits for the construction
are approved by the state, the plant
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George Epstein was a longtime Fairfax District resident.

Community
mourns passing
of ‘The Engineer’
Longtime Fairfax District resident and poker columnist George
“The Engineer” Epstein died on
March 29 at the age of 95.
An avid poker player,
Epstein’s columns were regularly
featured in gaming publications
such as Cardplayer Lifestyle and
Gaming Today, and he was
author of three books on poker.
Epstein was inducted into the
Senior Poker Hall of Fame in
2011 and frequently organized
poker tournaments for seniors at
casinos and senior centers in Los
Angeles.
Born in Boston, Epstein
attended Boston Latin School,
University of Massachusetts at
Amherst and MIT. He served in
the U.S. Navy during World War
II.
In 1951, Epstein married his
wife Irene and they moved to Los
Angeles, where the couple
enjoyed 45 years of marriage.
Epstein worked as an aerospace
engineer specializing in composites, which are structures and
materials used in rockets and
spacecraft. He worked for the
Aerospace Corporation and
retired at the age of 65 in 1991,
when he began he began his
“second career” in poker, his
daughter Sue Epstein said.
Epstein used his nickname
“The Engineer” when writing
columns, paying tribute to his
career as an aerospace engineer.
He was also a philanthropist, and
shortly after his wife’s death in
1996, spearheaded the creation
of Irene Epstein Memorial
Scholarship for Fairfax High
School students. The scholarships are still awarded annually
to students pursuing careers in
the science, engineering and
medical fields.
Epstein is survived by his
daughter Sue and his two granddaughters, Dani and Esther.
Services will be held at noon
on Friday, April 1, at Hillside
Memorial Park, 6001 W.
Centinela Ave.

will provide approximately 20% of
the city’s water supply, with the
rest being supplied by the
Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California.
“The ceremony might not be
long, but it’s a big deal,” Beverly
Hills director of public works
Shana Epstein said.
In 2015, city staff powered the
plant down for normal maintenance, which was expected to last
just two years, she said. However,
as workers prepared to reopen,
they discovered that the water
quality in the wells had changed,
Epstein said.
The wells were showing “secondary” levels of manganese and
iron sulfide, which are not harmful
to drink but make the water less
aesthetically pleasing, she said.
Manganese can leave black stains
on laundry, and iron sulfide can
add an odor to water, Epstein said.
“We always had some levels of
them but never a level that needed
to be treated,” she added.
The public works director said
workers also discovered a lot of
sand in the wells, so they added a
sand separator at the “first point of

treatment” to prevent sand from
clogging the plant’s filters.
In all, the design and construction totaled $14 million, Epstein
said.
“At first, there was a pilot to do
the bench testing to see if this
would be the right method to treat
the water,” she added. “When we
passed that, we had to make sure
we had the resources to pay for
that. We have a water reliability
charge that this community has
supported, so that we could have
more reliable water.”
Epstein said the city also issued
bonds to pay for the construction,
which didn’t occur until 2020.
Workers replaced equipment and
incorporated an adjacent building,
which had not been part of the
plant previously, into the operation.
“There was a lot of planning that
went into it,” she said, adding that
the city also had to test the wells.
“We’re working on two other
wells to be added in the short-term
and then hopefully two more wells
in the long-term, so that we can
produce even more water.”
Epstein said the plant being
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The Foothill Water Treatment Plant still needs state approval but could
be back online in the coming weeks.

operable will reduce the city’s
dependency on the metropolitan
water district, which is increasingly important as the drought continues. Although the average resident
may not notice a change, the plant
being revived will help the city’s
resiliency, she said.
“It’s important because it’s
almost like another level of storage
for us that we have access to – to
serve our community in a time of
emergency,” Epstein added.
“That’s why it’s such a big deal.”

She said the plant is operational,
but it cannot begin pumping water
until the state approves the permits, which she expects to occur in
the coming weeks.
“We’re very excited,” Epstein
added.
The public works director
advised residents to continue using
water responsibly, despite the plant
adding to the city’s volume.
“We really want to encourage
people to be water-efficient at all
times,” Epstein added.
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Blaze in West Hollywood displaces residents
n Incident illustrates

importance of
fire safety

By edwin folven
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Officers formed a perimeter after the shooting but were unable to
locate the suspect. The gunman was arrested on March 23.

Couple faces charges in
shooting on La Brea

By edwin folven

A 21-year-old man was taken
into custody in downtown Los
Angeles on March 23 and
charged with attempted murder
for shooting and injuring a victim
on La Brea Avenue last week.
The suspect, Saalih Mousa, is
being held on $1 million bail at
the Men’s Central Jail and is
awaiting his next court appearance on April 8. He was arrested
at an undisclosed location by
members
of
the
LAPD
Operations West Bureau/Federal
Bureau of Alcohol and Firearms
Gun Violence Reduction Task
Force.
Mousa is accused of shooting a
victim on March 21 who saw him
harming a dog on the balcony of
an apartment in the 700 block of
North La Brea Avenue, near the
intersection of Willoughby
Avenue. The witness, who was on
the sidewalk, yelled at the suspect
to stop striking the dog and let it
go free, police said. The suspect
allegedly yelled back, pulled out

a gun and fired. The witness was
struck once and is recovering.
The suspect fled from the
apartment before officers arrived
and authorities were unable to
locate him. They determined the
gunman was the boyfriend of a
woman who lived in the apartment.
Police did not release information about how they located the
suspect. On March 23, officers
also arrested Mousa’s girlfriend,
Athena Mansour, 20, who was
with the suspect at the time of his
arrest. She was charged with
being an accessory after the fact
for allegedly having knowledge
about the crime and was released
the following day on $500,000
bail. Mansour is expected to
return to court on July 21.
Anyone who witnessed the
incident or has information is
urged to call detectives with the
Wilshire Division’s Major
Assault Crimes unit at (213)9228205. During weekends and offhours, call the LAPD’s hotline at
(877)LAPD247.

West
Hollywood
City
Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath
was among dozens of residents
affected by a fire in her apartment
building on March 27. The blaze
displaced residents in three units,
one of which was damaged so badly
it remains uninhabitable.
Horvath evacuated the building in
the 1000 block of North Harper
Avenue with other residents. She
was not injured and her apartment
was unaffected by the fire.
Los Angeles County Fire
Department spokesman Franklin
Lopez said the blaze was reported at
4:39 p.m. and firefighters arrived at
the scene three minutes later. The
flames originated in a second-floor
apartment in the 20-unit building.
Lopez said the blaze was extinguished at 5:02 p.m. and no injuries
were reported. The cause is still
under investigation but is believed
to be accidental.
Horvath, who knows the people
who were displaced and spoke to
them afterward, said an elderly man
who lives in the unit that was most
significantly damaged accidentally
started a fire while cooking in the
kitchen. The fire department and
city of West Hollywood connected
the man with the Red Cross, which
provided him shelter and other
resources while he is displaced. The
city red-tagged his unit, deeming it
uninhabitable. Two other units were
yellow-tagged, meaning repairs
must be made before residents
return. Horvath said those apartments were occupied by Russianspeaking families. They received
assistance from family and friends.
“They are my neighbors. It was
awful,” Horvath said. “They were
all provided with resources from the
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Firefighters helped with clean-up efforts after extinguishing a fire on
March 27 that damaged three units on Harper Avenue.

fire department and the city. The
city will follow up to make sure
they have all the help they need.”
Horvath was home when the fire
erupted and said she heard a “loud
pop” and people shouting and
looked outside and saw smoke.
Sheriff’s deputies and fire department personnel were at the scene
quickly, helping people evacuate,
she added.
“I grabbed my purse and my
computer, and I ran outside,” she
said. “I checked in with all the residents in the building. We knocked
on doors on the other side of the
building. Fortunately, everyone
safety evacuated.”
Horvath credited the fire department, which has a station approximately 12 blocks from the scene,
with preventing a potential tragedy.
The quick response enabled firefighters to largely contain the flames
to the single unit of origin, she
added.
Horvath said the man in the unit
where the fire started was “badly

One in custody for WeHo robbery
By edwin folven
West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station
authorities said a male suspect has
been arrested for a robbery that
occurred on March 28 in the 8800
block of Ashcroft Avenue, and
authorities are searching for a second
suspect.
Lt. Bill Moulder said the two male
suspects approached a victim who
was walking at approximately 3:30
p.m. on Ashcroft Avenue, near
Robertson Boulevard. The suspects
pulled out handguns and attempted
to grab the victim’s watch. The victim resisted and was assaulted by the
suspects. One of the men struck the

victim with a gun, Moulder added.
Passersby by saw the robbery and
yelled, and the suspects fled, he said.
The victim was taken to a hospital
and was treated.
Moulder said investigators identified and arrested one of the suspects
at approximately 2:30 p.m. on March
29. Moulder declined to provide any
further information and cited the
ongoing investigation and charges
pending against the suspect. The
other suspect was only described as
being a Black male adult.
Anyone with information about
the robbery is urged to call the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station at
(310)855-8850.

D.A. expands victim services

Los Angeles County District
Attorney George Gascón announced
on March 29 that his office will
expand the scope of the Bureau of
Victim Services to aid all people who
have experienced serious harm,
regardless of whether a crime has
been solved.
The bureau provides support for
crime victims in cases being prosecuted by the office. However, as
many as 25% of homicides are never
resolved. Gascón has committed to
supporting victims in unsolved cases,

starting with homicides. He also
vowed to find ways to build trust with
the community and law enforcement
partners to ensure that citizens feel
comfortable cooperating with police
to hold those who cause harm responsible.
Gascón is requesting additional
funding from the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors to support the unit so it may rapidly expand
its reach, connecting those who have
experienced harm with the community-based services.

photo courtesy of Lindsey Horvath

The unit where the fire started was deemed uninhabitable.

shaken up.” He was evaluated and
treated for minor injuries at the
scene and connected with the Red
Cross. Nobody else was injured.
Horvath said the incident illustrates the danger presented by fires
in multi-unit buildings and the
importance of having a fire safety
plan and working together with fellow residents. There are no sprinklers in her unit but she did not
know if other units have them.
Horvath said it is important that
apartment owners and managers are
knowledgeable about resources
available from the city and agencies
that provide assistance. She also
encouraged residents to keep valuables and important documents easily accessible in case they have to
flee at a moment’s notice.
Lopez said people who are displaced by fires are referred to the
Red Cross, which operates a 24hour hotline at (800)675-5799. The
Red Cross provides emergency
shelter as well as clothing, personal
care items, emergency supplies and
referrals for health care and other
services.
Horvath said she plans to raise
awareness about fire safety at a
future council meeting to ensure the
city is doing everything possible to
prevent and respond in case of
emergencies. She stressed more outreach so residents are better prepared.
“It’s a traumatic experience,”
Horvath said. “It’s important we
make sure we are meeting needs in
terms of fire resources and make
sure our local fire stations have all
the tools they need.”
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GMCLA to perform Queen-centric concert
By rance collins
The Gay Men’s Chorus of Los
Angeles was one of many organizations that struggled during the
pandemic. Traditionally, seasonal
concerts kept the group, which was
formed in 1979, afloat. Without the
ability to bring in that revenue, the
executive director and producer of
the chorus, Louis Spisto, had to
rethink how to hold GMCLA
together.
“All the nonprofit organizations
faced what everyone in the world
faced,” Spisto said. “We shut down
for live performances for nearly
two years. [However], we did not
stop. We kept putting out streaming
concerts. We had a whole season of

concerts, special events and educational events. We did it all online.
The guys rehearsed over Zoom. I
had to learn how to produce video
concerts, which I had never done
before. We all pivoted.”
“We had to reduce our operations, our overhead and staff, but
we are fortunate that there was a
good deal of … federal, state and
local support. We are incredibly
thankful to the Los Angeles Arts
Recovery Fund for supporting us.
Over 400 organizations applied,
and only 90 were funded, and it
helped us through this transition
and into the recovery period,”
Spisto added.
For the members, the transitional
period was challenging.

WeHo hosts community clean-ups
The city of West Hollywood
will host three community cleanup events in various locations
within the city in April and May.
The events will give West
Hollywood residents, business
owners, community members and
volunteers an opportunity to help
beautify the community while
engaging with neighbors, local
business owners and West
Hollywood City Council members and city staff.
The “Mid-City Community
Clean-Up” will be held on April
10. Check-in is at 9 a.m. at City
Hall, located at 8300 Santa
Monica Blvd.
Check-in for the “Eastside
Community Clean-Up,” which
will occur on May 7, will be at 9

a.m. at Plummer Park, 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd.
The “Westside Community
Clean-Up” will be on May 21.
Check-in will be at 9 a.m. at West
Hollywood Park, 647 N. San
Vicente Blvd.
All of the clean-up events will
be held from 9:45 a.m. to noon.
Volunteers will be provided
with cleaning supplies, water and
snacks. Volunteers will be asked
to fan out across the designated
area to pick up litter in streets,
alleyways, parks, parkways and
other public places.
For information, contact
Jasmine Duckworth, the city of
West Hollywood’s community
affairs coordinator, at (323)8486559 or jduckworth@weho.org.

“It was tough and frustrating at
times,” Patrick Toth said. Toth has
been with GMCLA for four years
and serves as a baritone representative on the membership committee.
“We had to think on our feet as
much as we could. Hopefully,
we’re on the other side of that hill
and can start to focus a little less on
that and more on being together as
a group of friends who love to
sing,” Toth added.
Live events returned in fall 2021,
but the various waves of COVID19 have impacted ticket sales.
“It’s not easy to turn on a dime
and expect the size of our audiences to be pre-pandemic level,”
Spisto said. “We are in a growth
pattern again.”
Still, for members like Ben
Robbins, who joined GMCLA six
years ago, the opportunity to come
together in person has been special.
“Resonating in the same space,
feeling the vibrations of others
around you, is part of the magic of
making music together,” Robbins
said.
On April 2 and 3, GMCLA will
present “QUEEN of the Night,”
aiming to bring in audiences by
ratcheting up the star power with
“America’s Got Talent” alum and
Broadway star Brian Justin Crum
and LA Opera’s Alaysha Fox.
There is star power in the music
choices, too, with the popular
songs of Queen providing the
through line for the concert. The
chorus will match Queen’s music
with opera and dance numbers.
“Queen’s music transcends the
LGBTQ+ community,” Toth said.
“Ultimately, I think Queen’s music

POVEDA

Kala Koa Entertainment presents

MIGUEL

POVEDA

WEDNESDAY | APRIL 13, 2022 | 8PM | WILSHIRE EBELL THEATRE
TICKETS AND INFO: LAFLAMENCOFESTIVAL.COM

“Affecting, heartfelt artistry.”
— The New York Times
with

Jesús Guerrero (guitar),

Miguel Soto Peña "El Londro” and
Carlos Grilo (voice and palmas),
Paquito González (percussion),
Joan Albert Amargos (piano)

Antonio Molina “El Choro” (dancer)

Considered a musical genius in his native Spain,
superstar Miguel Poveda’s nuanced and soulful voice is unrivaled in the world of
flamenco. Possessing a strong technique and a charismatic stage presence, his
concerts are inspired musical events. For his long-awaited Los Angeles solo debut,
he takes the audience on a tour of the traditional musical forms of flamenco, from
malagueñas and alegrías to seguirillas and soleás.

This special event is co-produced with

photo courtesy of Gay Men’s Chorus Los Angeles

The Los Angeles Gay Men’s Chorus will perform “Queen of the Night” at
Royce Hall.

says something about freedom…
individual freedom, the right to
choice, the right to love, the freedom to define yourself and the
freedom to enjoy that definition of
self that you create. These anthems
are for everyone and anyone who
seeks a break.”
In recent months, states including Florida have pressed legislation widely viewed as discriminatory, which Spisto believes has
made the voices of the chorus all
the more important.
“Some places in America say,
‘Don’t say gay,’ some places
around the world are under attack
and our heart is breaking for
everyone out there. Here we are in
this wonderful place in California,
and we are able to come together
and celebrate who are, say who we
are and sing who we are,” Spisto
said.
“Most of [our song choices] end

on a message of hope, and if not
hope, the will to hold on until
tomorrow. We do a piece from
Beethoven’s only opera called ‘O
Welche Lust,’ which is about stepping out of the darkness and into
the light for the first time in ages
and how that brief moment can fill
you with ecstasy,” Toth said.
Beyond the desire to bring hope
the chorus members feel incumbent to provide, Spisto said ultimately the concert offers a chance
for the public to enjoy great music
by great vocalists.
“We’re gonna raise the roof,”
Spisto said.
“QUEEN of the Night” will be
presented Saturday, April 2, at 8
p.m. and Sunday, April 3, at 2 p.m.
at UCLA’s Royce Hall, 340 Royce
Drive. Tickets are available at
gmcla.org starting at $30. For
venue information go to roycehall.org/visit.
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Candidate focuses on housing, homelessness
and transportation needs in 5th District
By edwin folven

Jimmy Biblarz, a Beverly Grove
resident who is running for the 5th
District seat on the Los Angeles City
Council in 2022, is frustrated by
what he sees in his community and
throughout the city.
A lack of housing and the proliferation of homelessness has reduced
quality of life and has had a negative
impact on the city in which he grew
up. Crime is rising, traffic is getting
worse and the city isn’t moving
quickly enough to address the multitude of problems that are impacting
the district, he said. Although he has
never run for public office previously, Biblarz, 29, said he has been
involved in the fight for LGBT
rights and was a member of the
College Democrats of America
while attending Harvard, where he
received a Ph.D. in sociology and
social policy, and a juris doctorate
from Harvard Law School. The candidate said he entered the race

because he wants to bring fresh
ideas for solving problems.
“I think I bring to this race vision
and lived experience,” Biblarz said.
“Vision for a city that is inclusive
and affordable for all. A reimagining
of our urban forum that promotes
more diverse and affordable forms
of housing in conjunction with new
transit investments. Reimagined
streets that are more walkable and
safer and cleaner and more bike
accessible that connect people with
housing and job centers.”
Biblarz said he has lived experience with the issues facing lowincome renters and others struggling
to stay housed. Growing up, his family lived in a duplex in the PicoRobertson community and was
forced to move after being evicted by
the landlord. Biblarz said his family
moved many times during his childhood, showing him first-hand the situation faced by countless people in
Los Angeles on a regular basis.
“My decision to run was motivat-

ed by a sense that this race was really,
really important. That Council
District 5 is home to some of the
largest job centers in the state of
California – Cedars-Sinai, UCLA
Medical Center and UCLA – and it
has unfortunately not contributed its
fair share toward citywide projects,”
“Biblarz said. “How do we create
enough housing that’s relatively
close to people’s places of work?
How do we get people from their
homes to jobs in an economical and
environmentally-friendly manner via
investments in public transit? I knew
that this district was not inherently
going to elect someone who shared
that vision for what I really believe is
the direction our city needs to be
moving in.”
Biblarz entered the race in early
2021 and has participated in recent
candidate forums, including virtual
forums held by the Mid City West
Neighborhood Council and the
Hancock
Park
Homeowners
Association. He has canvassed

Mid City West seeks candidates for three board seats

The Mid City West Neighborhood
Council is currently seeking to fill
three vacancies on its board at the
next virtual board meeting on
Tuesday, April 12, at 6:30 p.m.
The council is seeking to fill positions for nonprofit representative
(must be a stakeholder), Zone 6 representative (must be a stakeholder

and live in Zone 6, which is bordered
by Fairfax and La Brea avenues, and
Wilshire Boulevard and Third Street)
and youth representative (must be a
stakeholder ages 14-17).
Those who live, work, rent and
own property within the MCWCC’s
borders, or have a stake in the
neighborhood as a community inter-

est stakeholder, are eligible for the
current openings.
All candidates are encouraged to
notify the executive council before
April 12 of their intent to run and
must attend the next general board
meeting to be eligible. For information, email executive@midcitywest.org or visit empowerla.org.

neighborhoods every weekend and
knocked on doors. Meeting with
people in their neighborhoods has
been a hallmark of his grassroots
campaign.
“It’s so exciting,” Biblarz added.
“You’re worried about all these different ways people live and these
priorities that people have in your
neighborhood. It’s also a time of
great emotional swings. There’s
real disagreements, real rejection,
there’s a lot of difficulties. I’m not
going to say that it’s all rosy, but it’s
a wonderful opportunity to engage
with your community in a pretty
profound and fundamental way to
think about politics.”
Biblarz said homelessness is a
pervasive problem in Los Angeles
and he added that the systems for
addressing the problem are “severely mismanaged.” He promised to
implement ways to build housing
faster by reducing red tape at City
Hall, using cheaper, modular construction, encouraging competitive
bidding processes and altering zoning so more housing can be built
near transit and job centers.
“Reconfiguring how we allocate
HHH money in conjunction with
city-led, robust street engagement
are our best bet for reducing the
incidents of street homelessness as
quickly and effectively permanently, as possible. That’s my approach
to homelessness. That’s my number
one priority,” Biblarz added.
He also said transportation is a
major issue in the district, and supports improved bus service and
infrastructure improvements such
as bike lanes that promote alternative forms of transit.
“[It’s] allowing more mixed-use
construction along underutilized

photo courtesy of Jimmy Biblarz

Jimmy Biblarz grew up in rented
housing in the Pico-Robertson
area and said he has real-life
experience with the struggles people face staying housed in L.A.

commercial transit corridors in CD5,
and promoting bike lanes and bus
lanes along those corridors in conjunction with new housing,” he said.
“That’s my Day One project and
what you should expect from me.”
Biblarz will participate in a meetand-greet held by the Westside
Progressives on April 2, from 11:202:30 p.m. at the Robertson
Recreation Center, 1641 Preus
Road; in a forum hosted by the
Friends of Pico-Robertson on April
4 at 7:30 p.m. at the Community
Shul; 9100 W. Pico Blvd.; and at a
virtual forum hosted by the
American Jewish Committee/AntiDefamation League on April 5 at 5
p.m., via Zoom. To register for the
April
5
forum,
visit
adl.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_
Ct9mkL6JQXeGt7te_2OAZA.
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WeHo observes Transgender Day of Visibility

The city of West Hollywood and
its Transgender Advisory Board
will recognize the annual
International Transgender Day of
Visibility on Thursday, March 31.
This year, a week-long celebration will offer increased visibility to
the transgender community at a
time when transgender rights continue to be under attack throughout

the country and worldwide.
The city council issued
a proclamation to commemorate
TDOV, by flying the transgender
flag over City Hall and along the
medians of Santa Monica
Boulevard, and will light the
lanterns over Santa Monica
Boulevard in blue, pink and white,
which are the colors of the trans-

City Council offers support
for female business owners

Los Angeles City Council
President Nury Martinez, 6th
District, and the Los Angeles
Economic
and
Workforce
Development Department have
launched the Equity Fund to supplement the Microenterprise Recovery
Grant Program with funds targeted
toward women-owned microenterprises.
The new Women’s Equity Fund
will help women-owned businesses
close the funding gap and contribute

to efforts to put Los Angeles entrepreneurs on an equal playing field.
Through the Equity Fund,
EWDD will provide grants of up
to $15,000 to eligible womenowned microenterprises located in
the city that need financial assistance to aid in their recovery from
the
COVID-19
pandemic.
Applicants must submit complete
applications before April 15. For
information and to apply, visit
bit.ly/MicroenterpriseGrant.

gender flag. In addition, the city
will also highlight transgender and
gender non-conforming leaders
beginning on March 31 on
its website at weho.org/lgbtq.
The city’s arts division will also
support several projects featuring transgender artists. The
WallSpace Gallery, located at 7701
Santa Monica Boulevard, will hold
a Transgender Day of Visibility celebration on March 31 from 7 p.m.
to 10 p.m. featuring the As We
Are, Pillars of Society art exhibit.
The exhibit brings together community artists and allies to artistically depict trans visibility through
creative direction, photography,
mixed media and fashion. The programming continues through April
15 at the following locations:
WallSpace, located at 7701 Santa
Monica Boulevard, Art Angels
Gallery, located at 9020 Beverly
Blvd., and bG Gallery, located at
2525 Michigan Ave. in Santa
Monica.
On Wednesday, April 6 at 6
p.m., as part of the City’s WeHo
Reads series, there will be a poetry
reading featuring four trans poets

photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

The lanterns over Santa Monica Boulevard will be lit in blue, pink and
white, which are the colors of the transgender flag.

in a reading and dialogue about the
future and the intersections of science fiction and poetry, activism
and language. Curated and hosted
by West Hollywood City Poet
Laureate Brian Sonia-Wallace,
readers include Ryka Aoki, LAbased poet and author of the new
sci-fi
novel “Light
from
Uncommon
Stars,”
Harry
Josephine Giles, Scottish poet and
author of “Deep Wheel Orcadia,”

in conversation with young poets,
along with organizers Simba the
Poet and Ava Dadvand. The event,
titled WeHo Reads: Trans | Future
| Poetics, will take place online and
is free to attend.
For more information and to
RSVP: weho.org/wehoreads. The
event can be viewed on the city of
West Hollywood arts division’s
YouTube
channel
at youtube.com/wehoarts.
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Metro offers subway updates at webinar Art walk tours expanded
Learn about progress on the
Purple Line Extension subway project during Metro’s next lunchtime
webinar on Wednesday, April 6,
from noon-1 p.m. The webinar will
focus on subway work in Beverly
Hills and will include information
about the Wilshire/Rodeo and
Wilshire/La Cienega stations. To
attend the meeting via Zoom, visit
zoom.us/j/96626476708. To view
the
meeting
live,
visit
facebook.com/purplelineext. To listen to the meeting, call (669)9009128 and enter the webinar ID 966
2647 6708.
Metro is also alerting motorists
and residents about a major street
restoration project beginning on
April 22 that will require 10 weekends of full closures on Wilshire
Boulevard between Highland and
La Brea avenues. The road will be
closed from Friday at 9 p.m.
through Monday at 6 a.m. each
weekend for the replacement of
decking on Wilshire Boulevard.
Traffic will be diverted north to
Sixth Street to bypass the closure.
For
full
details,
visit
mcknbr0fgxh5k0f2vx078zts2980.p
ub.sfmc-content.com/1guuusythcw/w2hnxunrso4
Work is also occurring at many
other locations along the project
route. Crews began installing K-rail
barriers on the eastbound side of
Wilshire Boulevard last week, east of
Sycamore Avenue. The barriers will
stay in place for approximately six
months. However, the current traffic
pattern on Wilshire Boulevard will
remain intact. A temporary sidewalk
closure will be in place between

photo by Edwin Folven

Work zones have been implemented on Wilshire Boulevard in the
Miracle Mile to support construction of the subway tunnels for the Purple
Line Extension project.

Orange Drive and approximately 80
feet west of Sycamore Avenue.
Access to 5150 Wilshire Blvd. will
be maintained west of the closure.
Farther west, Wilshire Boulevard
between San Diego Way and
Spaulding Avenue will be reduced
to two lanes in each direction
through April 30. The traffic control
supports appendage construction
immediately adjacent to the
Wilshire/Fairfax subway station.
Work is also ongoing in construction staging areas at the future
Wilshire/La Cienega subway station. Concrete and material deliveries to the La Cienega station are
expected to continue in April. The
current phase of work will impact
traffic on Wilshire Boulevard
through the third quarter of 2022.
Two lanes will be open in each

direction between La Cienega and
San Vicente boulevards, and Gale
Drive will be temporarily closed
north of Wilshire Boulevard through
April. Crews may implement weekend directional closures on Wilshire
Boulevard east of San Vicente
Boulevard, but exact implementation dates and durations will be provided in future construction notices.
Work is also ongoing at the future
Wilshire/Rodeo and subway station
through 2024. Lanes on Wilshire
Boulevard will be intermittently closed
between El Camino and Crescent drives. Geotechnical instruments are also
being installed in the neighborhoods
along Wilshire Boulevard to monitor
geological impacts.
Utility work is planned on permanent power lines to the
Wilshire/Rodeo subway station.

The city of Beverly Hills’
Community Services Department,
in partnership with its Arts and
Culture Commission, will offer
monthly Art Walk Guided Tours
led by experienced docents from
April 3 through Sept. 11.
The tours will include worldclass art, integral historical elements and iconic and important
trees.
The Art Connoisseurs Sculpture
Tour on April 3 and May 1 will be
the ultimate and immersive deep
dive into the city’s Sculpture Park
in historic Beverly Gardens Park.
The tour will feature worldrenowned artists such as Ringo
Starr, Henri Alfred Marie
Jacquemart,
Tony
Smith,
Magdalena Abakanowicz and Ai
Weiwei.
The Sculpture Park and Rare
Tree Tours on June 5 and Aug. 7
will view collections of important
sculptures and rare, iconic trees,
many on which were planted in
1907 when Beverly Gardens Park
was founded.
The Sculpture Park and Murals
Tour will feature the city’s worldclass collection of important

Installation will occur along
Wilshire Boulevard between
Dayton Way and Rexford Drive.
Traffic control may also be implemented on Beverly Drive.
Crews are moving utilities, sewers and storm drains in Century
City as part of work on the future
station. The work is anticipated to
last through the third-quarter of

sculptures in Beverly Gardens
Park. The tour will continue with
stops to see historic Works
Progress Administration murals
by Charles Kassler in the Wallis
Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts and the secret
Millar Sheets mosaic entitled, “El
Camino Real.”
“The City of Beverly Hills has
an amazing artwork collection
throughout the city, but there had
never been a program established
to educate the public about the
collection,” Beverly Hills public
art docent chair Judith Tuch said.
“Thanks to Arts and Culture
Commission chair Deborah Frank
and past chair Stephanie Vahn, the
Beverly Hills public art tours were
launched in February 2022.
Myself and a group of 17 volunteers provided free tours of the artworks by world-renowned artists
with the goal to help visitors personally engage with the art.”
All tours begin at 11 a.m. with
the starting point at the lily pond in
Beverly Gardens Park, 1302 Park
Way. While the events are free,
participants are advised to register
at beverlyhills.org/artwalk.
2022. Excavation also continues
through early 2023 for the underground
station
beneath
Constellation Boulevard.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.
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Mirisch seeks re-election in Beverly Hills
By AAron Blevins

Beverly Hills City Councilman
John Mirisch describes himself as a
communitarian, and he hopes to
continue that approach to his civic
duties with another term following
the June 7 Primary Election.
Mirisch,
Mayor
Robert
Wunderlich and Councilman Lester
Friedman are up for re-election, and
their seats are being challenged by
eight other individuals who will
appear on the ballot.
“I feel that I have a unique voice,
and I have a voice that we need to
have on the council to put residents
first,” Mirisch said. “I feel that I
also, as [former] Mayor Charles
Aronberg said about me, I bring up
issues that nobody else talks about.
From my perspective, I think we
are facing a time of unprecedented
challenges, and most of those are
coming from the world around us. I
have both the experience and the
passion – and hopefully the knowledge – to help guide us through
these challenging times and to do so
in a way that makes sure our community is protected.”
The councilman said his top three
priorities in a new term would be
improving public safety, mitigating
state land use legislation and promoting fiscal responsibility.
The council has heard several
times that the Beverly Hills Police
Department needs to hire more officers and increase their compensation, but Mirisch said a “silver bullet mentality” will not work in solving the city’s crime problems.
He said work is underway to bolster the department, but he would
like to see more of a presence from
officers and private security firms,
especially in the Business Triangle.
Mirisch would like more foot and
bike patrols as well.
Further, he said the department
should purchase additional mobile
command centers, which are often
used in disasters or emergencies,
and deploy them “strategically” as
needed.
“When we’re faced with challenges … you can deploy that
somewhere, and that could be not
just a visual deterrent, but it can
serve as a sort of mobile substation
that police officers on foot patrol

can use,” Mirisch said, adding that
he would like to see police substations at the future Metro stops as
well.
He served on the committee that
managed the city’s search for a new
police chief and said Chief Mark
Stainbrook, who was sworn in at
the end of November, was his first
choice for the job.
“I think that when you hire a professional who knows a lot more
about public safety than you do,
you can have a dialogue with
them,” Mirisch added. “But, ultimately, you empower them and
provide them with all the resources
they need to get the job done.”
He would also like the community to be more involved in policing
the city – beyond neighborhood
watch groups and Just in Case BH.
Mirisch referenced citizens academy programs, which give community members training that can be
used to complement police departments.
“They won’t do the sorts of
things that the police do, because
they’re not police. They’re meant to
be force multipliers,” he added.
Mirisch said numerous pieces of
legislation proposed in Sacramento
that strive to increase density in residential communities could have an
impact on Beverly Hills in the near
future.
“I’m agnostic on density, and
some people love living in
Manhattan-style accommodations,”
he said. “Some people love singlefamily homes and anything in
between. The fact is, in Beverly
Hills, 65% of our units are multifamily and 50% of our residents are
renters. I just don’t want
Sacramento to take one-size-fits-all
approaches and to force things
down our throats that our residents
don’t like.”
Mirisch said Beverly Hills needs
to do “certain things” to increase its
housing stock, and that he has
pushed for affordable housing projects for seniors so they can age in
place. However, he said a ballot
measure may be the only way to
ensure that land-use decisions are
made by local elected officials.
As for fiscal responsibility, the
councilman said the city’s unfunded liabilities are more than $300

Get to know the BH Chamber

Join the Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce for the April Get to
Know Your Chamber meeting on
Tuesday, April 5, from 9-10:30 a.m.,
via Zoom.
The chamber will welcome new,

current and future members and provide information about benefits that
help businesses succeed.
Admission is free but reservations
are required. For information, visit
members.beverlyhillschamber.com

Notable Quotes
“Baseball breaks your heart. It is designed to break your heart. The
game begins in the spring, when everything begins again, it blossoms
into the summer, and then as the chill rains come, it stops, and leaves
you to face the fall alone.”
A. Bartlett Giamatti
1938-1989
The Green Field of the Mind, 1977
A. Bartlett Giamatti was the 14th president of the National League
and 7th Commissioner of Baseball. Opening Day for Major League
Baseball is one week from today!

*source: Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations

million, and although that figure
has “stabilized,” city leaders should
continue working to reduce it.
“We need to then work on a sustainable system that is not going to
add to that unfunded liability,”
Mirisch added.
He said that, in the past, he has
advocated for the city to pursue
“land banking,” which involves
acquiring, holding, managing and
possibly redeveloping properties
for community benefit, according
to Local Housing Solutions.
“If we purchase property, then
the city is able to have the sorts of
amenities and businesses there that

a for-profit landlord may not want
to have,” Mirisch said.
Furthermore, he would like to
continue promoting transparency
and the city’s arts and culture. And
he would also like to see the city’s
southeast side developed into a
“vibrant” arts and theater district.
Mirisch, a fourth generation
Beverly Hills resident, was elected
to the council in 2009 and has
served as mayor three times.
“You may not always agree with
me, but you will always know
where I stand and why,” he added.
“There are not ulterior motives, no
hidden agendas and no nonsense,
and that’s something that people
can always count on from me …
going forward.”

photo courtesy of John Mirisch

John Mirisch is seeking a fourth
term on the Beverly Hills City
Council.
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Celebrating Women’s History Month
n Three women who shape the community’s narratives

By rance collins
As Women’s History Month
comes to a close, we profile three
more of the dynamic women who
make significant contributions to
our community and help turn the
wheels of progress.

Genevieve Morrill
Genevieve Morrill has had far
from a traditional career path, but
she has risen to hold one of the
most important positions in West
Hollywood’s business community.
Morrill is the president and CEO of
the West Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce. She believes her
diverse background has allowed her
to adapt and excel in a community
that is constantly evolving.
“My parents were sort of existentialists,” Morrill said. “They got
involved in a religious organization in
the 1960s that was for church renewal
and community development. My
father wanted to change the world.”
In 1968, Morrill and her family
moved to Chicago, living in an old
seminary. It was during the Chicago
riots, and guards walked her to
school every day. While the group
had a Christian background, the
work to develop and improve communities was non-denominational.
Her five-person family lived communally on a supplementary salary
of $5,000 a year.
“They believed that if they were
going to help the poverty of the people, they wanted to live below the
poverty of the people,” Morrill said.
When she was 13-years-old,
Morrill was sent to live with other
community members in other organization houses across the world.
By the time she was an adult, she
had lived in Japan and England,
among other places.
Morrill’s upbringing gave her a
cross-section of societal and cultural experiences, which she believes
uniquely positioned her to lead in
the world today.
Morrill has been an Angeleno
since 1994, when she started working on a contractual basis for the Los
Angeles Convention and Visitors
Bureau, specifically through a project called “Pride of Place.” The
public service announcement aimed
to reestablish community morale
following the Northridge earthquake, the Los Angeles riots and
other tumultuous events during the
early-to-mid 1990s. From there, the
bureau kept hiring Morrill for project after project.
“After that, my name was out
there, and I didn’t have to apply for
many jobs after that,” Morrill said.
She later was integral to the success of the Pacific Design Center.
As their vice president of marketing,
she worked to the bring the building
from 10% to 90% occupancy. She
was later promoted to vice president.
Along the way, she joined the board
of the West Hollywood Visitors
Bureau, the West Hollywood
Library Foundation Board and the
city’s chamber of commerce.
The West Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce worked for years to recruit
Morrill to lead the organization.
“At that time, the chamber was
struggling, and they sat me down
and asked me if I would take the
job, and I told them ‘no’ four times,
and here I am … 12 years later,”
Morrill said.
Morrill managed to turn around
the financial fortunes of the chamber, taking its numbers out of the

red and into a surplus.
“Within two years, I brought it
into the black with a reserve,” she
said. “To this day, it has more
money than we have ever seen.”
Since the pandemic, Morrill has
managed to evolve the organization
even further, establishing a workhome hybrid that she believes has
increased the productivity of her staff.
“The most rewarding [experience] I’ve ever felt is during the
COVID period,” Morrill said.
During the pandemic, many
small business owners were in dire
straits, and the work of the chamber
became all the more important.
“It’s a [whole new] thing to have
a woman and her son who just
invested their life savings in a tea
shop up on Sunset who are going to
be homeless within two months,”
Morrill said, giving one example of
the situations people found themselves in during the pandemic.
“It’s put more urgency to what
you do, and why business is important,” she added.
In addition, the chamber began
reorganizing how its employees
handle their jobs. Even as the world
has returned to a sense of normalcy,
Morrill has allowed for a hybrid
home-office work style to remain.
“We have to learn how to be
adjustable for human beings, and
how do we help make it more productive,” Morrill said.
“I think I’ve finally, after all these
years, gotten there … to a place where
I feel like I’m learning,” she added.

Diana Vesga
When Diana Vesga left Colombia
to study in the United States, she
had no intention of breaking new
ground, but her path led her to the
Los Angeles County Museum of
Art. There, she has become one of
the few women to hold a chief operating officer position among the top
art museums in the country. Vesga
understands the importance her
unique perspective has at LACMA.
“As a woman, a Latina and an
immigrant, I bring a diversity and
richness of experiences that allow
me to understand our employees
and our audience and community
from different points of view, which
greatly adds value to my work,”
Vesga said. “This is even more critical in today’s environment.”
Vesga was the first woman in her
family to leave not only her home
country, but also the family home
before marriage.
“I am a trailblazer and didn’t even
realize I was when I was doing it and
coming to study in the U.S.,” she said.
Prior to joining the museum in
2014, Vesga worked in finance,
holding positions as an investment
banker at Goldman Sachs, a senior
executive at Univision and in private equity.
LACMA provided Vesga the
opportunity to combine her professional background with her longtime
passion for the arts, which has been
engrained in her since childhood.
“I grew up in a family of artists
and art leaders. My mother was the
CEO of Bogota’s Philharmonic and
a cultural leader in Colombia, [and
she] was also the founder and conductor of a prominent chamber
choir. My dad, a tenor, sang at the
opera, and my brother is an actor,”
Vesga said.
LACMA has experienced a
tremendous period of growth since
Vesga joined, and her role has put
her at the center of the museum’s
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Diana Vesga

Karen Villalpando

expansion.
“I am very proud of our new building project. [It] sets up a new paradigm where all cultures are embraced,
valued and celebrated in a single horizontal exhibition level. It embodies
equity, diversity and, with its entire
perimeter in glass, it embodies transparency and accessibility. Creating a
roadmap for making it happen, working closely with our extraordinary
finance committee of the board and
our CEO and in close collaboration
with the county, is a great accomplishment for the museum and for L.A.
County,” Vesga added.
She said she believes that cultural
institutions allow women a chance
to use and apply skills and talents to
achieve a civic vision.
“The impact of what you do is
huge. You can see it in the community. You don’t need to have an art
history background or specific
studies in cultural administration.
You can leverage your background
in many fields to contribute to the
cultural field,” Vesga said.
But no matter how difficult the
tasks may get at LACMA, she always
keeps her family front and center.
“My schedule shifts frequently
depending on changing priorities of
each day. I start early and work late,
but always make time to drop off
my teenage son at school each
morning and manage my meetings
to have dinner with my family and
put my little one to bed each night.
Then, I can go back to finishing
what needs to be done for work,”
Vesga said.

individuals who quietly go about
their duties and don’t necessarily
get the recongition they deserve.”
For Villalpando, the Beverly Press
gives her the unique opportunity to
make an impact.
“As my friend Chris Erskine says,
newspapers are the acoustic guitars
of journalism. We’re not blaring it
from the rooftops. We are finding
our way into your home every week,
whether you’re reading us online or
in hard copy. It’s an important, and
approachable way to learn about
your community,” she said.
Villalpando believes that it is
essential to have women’s voices at
the heart of news media.
“Because it ain’t just a man’s
world, baby,” she said. “Too often
society may tend to think a man’s
voice is more important or powerful, when in fact it’s not. It’s equally
women and men.”
It hasn't always been easy to manage
the work-life, Villalpando added.
“I was a working mom with children in day care, and I remember

driving 80 mph on the freeway to
pick them up on time. And sometimes I was late, but I always managed to have a family dinner nearly
every night, where we all sit around
the dining room table and talk about
our day,” she said. “And now I am
proud to say I have two very successful adult daughters.”
Through the years Villalpando has
employed many aspiring journalists
at the newspaper, some of whom
have gone on to work for such outlets as the New York Times, the Wall
Street Journal, Men’s Health and on
the White House press corps.
“I take a lot of pride in helping
mold and mentor young writers to
make them become better journalists,” Villalpando said.
Ultimately, Villalpando sees herself
as having a unique responsibility.
“I am the caretaker of a 75-yearold institution that has provided a
great service to this community and
will continue to provide a great service to this community for hopefully 75 more years,” Villalpando said.

Karen Villalpando
Karen Villalpando and her husband Michael have been familiar
names and faces in the community
for 32 years. Originally from Alton,
Illinois, Karen Villalpando graduated from the University of Missouri,
Columbia, School of Journalism
and upon graduation immediately
took a position at the Los Angeles
Daily News. It was here that she
met her husband, and in 1990 the
couple took a leap of faith and
bought the Park La Brea News and
Beverly Press.
“The opportunity has allowed me
to really get to know people in this
community … to know not just the
politicians and the city officials, but
to the know the people who live and
work here and their contributions to
the community,” Villalpando said.
“One of the things I strive to do
every single week is to not just
report accurate, unbiased news, but
also to tell the stories of the people
who make up this community.
“People like Joan McNamara of
Joan’s on Third, chef Nancy
Silverton of Mozzaplex and the
Barish. And then the behind-thescenes people like Joyce Klefield at
the Wilshire Rotary Club of Los
Angeles and Dana Beesen, the
communications and marketing
coordinator for the city of Beverly
Hills,” she added. “There are lots of
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Mid City West blood drive supports Cedars-Sinai

The
Mid
City
West
Neighborhood Council and CedarsSinai Blood Services are holding a
blood drive on Sunday, April 10,
from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at Television
City.
Pre-registration is recommended,

County expands
vaccination
clinics

The County Department of
Public Health is expanding its
mobile COVID-19 vaccine clinics.
Alongside the Public Health
Mobile Vaccine Team, the department currently partners with six
external mobile providers to reach
homebound residents.
Unvaccinated residents are about
four times more likely to be hospitalized for COVID-19 when compared to those who are fully vaccinated, but not boosted. When
adding a booster dose, protection
increased such that those who were
vaccinated and boosted were five
times less likely to be hospitalized
than people who were unvaccinated.
For information, call (833)5400473, or visit vaccinatelacounty.
com.

Letters to the Editor

WeHo needs
strong approach
to fighting crime
Re “WeHo Council tables
public safety measure,” March
24 issue
Although West Hollywood
has been experiencing a pandemic of violent and predatory
crime, the City Council has not
taken any steps to make our city
safer for our residents, businesses or visitors.
In December, the City
Council rebuffed efforts by
Mayor Lauren Meister to restore
the number of sheriff's deputies
patrolling our streets to 2019
levels. Council members were
dismissive of the rising crime
statistics and concerns expressed
by residents.
Then, at the Feb. 14 meeting
of
the
Public
Safety
Commission, there was a vote
that recommended cutting 10
deputies from our current force,
a 16% cut in the sheriff's budget.
Although there has been
unprecedented public outrage
over this attempt to de-fund the
sheriff's department, only Mayor
Meister has had the courage to
speak out against this foolish
proposal.
The primary reason for
municipal government is not to
re-decorate crosswalks with
politically correct imagery or
pontificate about national issues.
The first and foremost duty of
our City Council is to keep our
residents safe.
We demand that the council
restore policing to pre-pandemic
levels and even increase them.
Nothing less will do.
Steve Martin
West Hollywood
Former West Hollywood
City Council member

and donors can register through the
morning of the event. Walk-ins will
be accommodated on a limited
basis. The goal is to register 60
donors.
“Every two seconds, someone in
the United States needs blood.
Patients need nearly 60,000 blood
products at Cedars-Sinai every year.
Simply put, blood drives save
lives,” said Melissa Algaze, at large
representative for the Mid City

West Neighborhood Council.
“We’re excited to partner with
Cedars and Television City on this
important event to bring people
from our community together to
support a common cause.”
The Cedars-Sinai Bloodmobile
will be parked in the main lot at
Television City, 7800 Beverly Blvd.
Enter through the main gate from
Genesee Avenue. To register, visit
tinyurl.com/MCWC041022.

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai Blood Services

The Cedars-Sinai Bloodmobile will be parked in the main lot at Television
City.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
DATE:
Thursday, April 14, 2022
TIME:
1:30 PM, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard
LOCATION: Meeting will be held in person at:
Commission Meeting Room 280A Beverly Hills City Hall
455 North Rexford Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
Meeting will also be held via teleconference from the following
location, where the public may also attend in person:
1200 California Street, Unit 21A
San Francisco, CA 94109
Members of the public may also participate via teleconference;
details provided below
PROJECT: One Beverly Hills Overlay Specific Plan - Vesting Tentative Tract
Map and Development Plan Review
ADDRESS:

9876, 9900, and 9988 Wilshire Boulevard

The Planning Commission of the City of Beverly Hills, at its REGULAR meeting
on April 14, 2022, will hold a public hearing beginning at 1:30 PM, or as soon
thereafter as the matter may be heard to consider the following requests associated with the One Beverly Hills Overlay Specific Plan Project:
• Vesting Tentative Tract Map: Subdivide the project site into a 34-lot airspace
subdivision with a maximum of 340 residential condominium units; and
• Development Plan Review: Development Plan Review approval is required
for all common interest developments.

Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (Final SEIR): This project
has been assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria contained in the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State CEQA Guidelines, and
the environmental regulations of the City. The City Council adopted Resolution
21-R-13348 on June 8, 2021, certifying a Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (Final SEIR), which analyzes potential environmental impacts associated with development of the project consistent with the recently approved
One Beverly Hills Overlay Specific Plan. The Final SEIR contemplated various
future actions necessary to implement the Overlay Specific Plan, including approval of a subdivision map and related Development Plan Review. Staff reviewed the proposed Vesting Tentative Tract Map and Development Plan
Review and determined that the requested entitlements,

Approved Project Description: The One Beverly Hills Overlay Specific Plan
Project was conditionally approved by City Council Resolution 21-R-13550 on
June 8, 2021, and authorizes construction of the following:

which serve to implement the approved project, were fully analyzed in the certified Final SEIR, and that no further CEQA review is required. The Planning
Commission will consider the Final SEIR and staff ’s CEQA recommendation.

• Santa Monica Residences: 162 residential unit, 499,806 SF, 32-story, 410’ tall
building.
• Garden Residences: 141 residential unit, 424,266 SF, 28-story, 369’ tall building.
• Wilshire Building: 213,966 SF, 11-story, 124’ tall building containing 37 residential units and 42 hotel rooms.
• Promenade Structure: 127,324 SF structure containing hotel/residential
amenities and 30 accessory spaces that could be used for live-in staff housing
or other accessory uses.
• Beverly Hilton Conference Center: Replacement of the Beverly Hilton existing conference center with a 37,562 SF, 31’ tall conference center, including a
publically accessible restaurant.
• Beverly Hilton Enhancement Structure: A 72,697 SF, 4-story, 20’ tall structure
containing restaurant/retail uses, 36 hotel rooms, and hotel support areas.
Parking Structure: New 1,865-vehicle capacity multi-level structure located
below project datum level.
• Open Space: 12.7-acres1 of overall open space, including 8-acres of gardens
(4.5-acres publicly accessible).

How to Participate
Members of public are welcome to participate in person by attending either of
the two physical locations noted in this public notice. Pursuant to Government
Code Section 54953, members of the Beverly Hills Planning Commission and
staff may participate in these meetings via teleconference. Members of the public may also participate via teleconference by listening to the meeting and/or
providing comments at (310) 288-2288 or by video at https://beverlyhillsorg.zoom.us/my/bevpublic (passcode: 90210). Members of the public may also
offer comment through email at commentPC@beverlyhills.org.

1
This amount is inclusive of any open space associated with the Waldorf Astoria
Hotel, which is on an existing abutting parcel and located within the One Beverly
Hills Overlay Specific Plan, but is not a part of this application.

Proposed Vesting Tentative Tract Map/Development Plan Review: The requested Vesting Tentative Tract Map and Development Plan Review are subsequent actions pursuant to the conditionally approved One Beverly Hills
Overlay Specific Plan entitlements. If approved, the subject property would be
subdivided into 34 lots in a manner consistent with the project features described above and create residential air space lots that could contain a maximum of 340 condominium units. Accordingly, review of this subdivision by
the Planning Commission will be limited only to the issues relating to the requested Vesting Tentative Tract Map and Development Plan Review, not the
project features that have already been conditionally approved as part of the
One Beverly Hills Overlay Specific Plan.

Written comments should identify the Agenda Item Number or Topic in the
subject line of the email. In order to have written material included in the Commissioners’ packet, it must be received no later than 8 calendar days before the
date of the hearing. Comments will be read into the record, with a maximum
allowance of 3 minutes per individual comment (approximately 350 words),
subject to the Commission’s discretion. It is recommended that written comments be submitted at least two hours prior to the posted meeting date/time. If
a comment is received after the agenda item is heard, it will not be a part of the
record.
According to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge the City’s action
in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else
raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City, either at or prior to the public hearing. Please note
that any comments received prior to or during the public hearing will be considered as part of the public record.
If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Andre Sahakian,
AICP, Principal Planner, in the Planning Division at (310) 285-1121, or by email
at asahakian@beverlyhills.org. Copies of the project plans and associated application materials are on file in the Community Development Department, and
can be reviewed by contacting the project planner listed above.
Sincerely,
Andre Sahakian, AICP, Principal Planner
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LA paring features bottles of white,
red and rose from their cellar to complete the experience. 237 S. Brand
Blvd. (818)839-4130.

Dine LA Restaurant
Week

D

ine LA Restaurant Week,
which runs from Friday, April
1-15, showcases the Los Angeles
area as a premier dining destination
and highlights the diversity of culinary experiences that are available.
Hundreds of restaurants are offering
special lunch and dinner menus, as
well as special options for take-out.
Included are Fanny’s at the
Academy Museum, LOAM, ALK,
Connie and Ted’s, Crustacean
Beverly Hills, Eataly L.A., Granville
West Hollywood, Gyu-Kaku
Beverly Hills, Il Fornaio, KazuNori,
L’Antica Pizzeria da Michele, La
Boheme, Lawry's The Prime Rib,
Mirame, Ospero, Sant’olina, Tam
O’Shanter, The Ace Hotel
Downtown Los Angeles, WeHo
Bistro and Yardbird. No tickets or
passes are required for Dine LA
Restaurant Week. For a complete list

of participating restaurants, visit discoverlosangeles.com/dinela.

Dine LA Catch at
Hotel Casa del Mar

F

rom April 1-15, Catch is offering a special dinner menu for
$65 per person, available Tuesday
through Saturday from 5:30-9 p.m.
Menu items include grilled octopus, duck citrus salad, roasted
chicken, striped bass and ricotta
cheesecake. 1910 Ocean Way.
(310)581-5533.

Dine LA Bourbon
Steak L.A.

B

ourbon Steak is offering a threecourse dinner menu for $79 per
person from April 1-15. Highlights
include filet mignon paired with
Perigourdine sauce, pommes puree
and truffle butter. A separate Wine

ShoresLAX Dine LA
Restaurant Week

L

.A.’s newest rooftop dining destination, ShoresLAX, is offering
a prix-fixe three-course meal for $45
from 5 to 10 p.m. Menu items
include fig crostini, short rib and vegetarian mushroom gnocchi. Optional
wine flights are $20. 5959 W.
Century Blvd. (310)258-9000 ext. 4.

Rose Room Food
Coalition

T

he Rose Room in Venice, in
partnership with Imperfect
Foods, is featuring a week-long
event with cooking demos and educational panels around food waste
through April 3. On March 31, a
panel will discuss food justice and
how local L.A. organizations are
helping provide better food access
to the community. Learn about what
Food Apartheid means, and what
you can do to help. 6 Rose Ave.

photo courtesy of Gracias Madre

Gracias Madre will offer dine-in specials during Dine LA.

Gracias Madre WeHo Dine LA

D

ine LA lunch and dinner
menus will be offered at
Gracias Madre for dine-in only.
Lunch diners receive chips and
salsa before selecting a starter,

main entrée and dessert for $35.
The dinner menu offers two
starters, one main entrée and
dessert for $55 per person. 8905
Melrose Ave. (323)978-2170.

T-Bone Special!
Fluffy!
Creamy!

April
PIE OF THE MONTH!

USDA Prime
$19.98 /lb.

reg. $25.98/lb. • while they last!
with this ad - exp. 4/6/22

6333 W. Third St. • Farmers Market
323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 80 Years

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 • frances@dupars-psr.com
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(424)272-7011, roseroom .space.

UOVO opens in The
Sportsmen’s Lodge

U

OVO
co-founder
Carlo
Massimini has opened UOVO
at The Shops at Sportsmen’s Lodge,
offering the same high-quality
ingredients and hand-made pasta
delivered from the UOVO kitchen
in Bologna to Studio City. Each
location is near food-centric neighbors SUGARFISH and HiHo
Cheeseburger. 12833 Ventura Blvd.,
Ste. 157, (747)242-2698; 6245
Wilshire Blvd, Ste. 103, (323)6426386; 4635 Admiralty Way, #105,
(424)334-9336; and 1320 Second
St., Ste. A, (310)425-0064.

Cafe Gratitude Food
Waste Week

E

xecutive chef Dreux Ellis will
support Food Waste Week and
Imperfect Foods by creating and
highlighting a seasonal dish through
April 3. The “I Am Confident”
roasted cauliflower steak is made
with Imperfect Foods cauliflower.
For every dish sold, $5 will be

donated to the Hollywood Food
Coalition. Starting on April 1, Dine
LA’s lunch and dinner menus feature exclusive dishes that include
asparagus, eggplant, forbidden
black rice bowls and crispy Asian
spring rolls. The lunch menu is $35
and dinner is $45 per person, with a
choice of drinks, starters, main
entrées and desserts for dine-in at
any Café Gratitude Los Angeles
location. 639 N. Larchmont Blvd.,
(323)580-6383; 300 S. Santa Fe
Ave., Ste. 300. (213)929-5580.

Sweetfin hosts
SWEETFAN

F

rom April 4-10, Sweetfin celebrates its seventh anniversary
by giving away prizes, including
free poke for a year. To win, visit
Sweetfin’s Instagram account.
Sweetfin is donating 20% of proceeds on April 5 to the nonprofit
FEAST, an organization that promotes wellness and improves lives
through healthy foods and personal
connections. On April 6, purchase
an item and receive a complimentary side. 3112 Sunset Blvd.,
(323)600-6210; 135 N. Larchmont
Blvd., (323)465-6040; and 8075 W.
Third St., #100, (323)934-3701.

Festival celebrates L.A.’s ‘masters of taste’

Enjoy the 5th annual Masters of
Taste, L.A.’s premier outdoor, luxury food and beverage festival, on
Sunday, April 3, from 3-7 p.m. on
the field of the Rose Bowl in
Pasadena.
Masters of Taste is introducing
Chef Vanda Asapahu as the first
female host chef. Asapahu is the
chef and owner of Ayara Thai and
has participated in Masters of
Taste since the event’s inception in
April 2016.
Asapahu attended UCLA and
Yale, and afterward spent four
years living, traveling and working
in Thailand before returning to Los
Angeles. She brought back treasured recipes and new flavors to
share at Ayara Thai. Under her leadership, Ayara Thai was named one
of Michelin Guide California’s
2019 Bib Gourmands in May 2019.
“The most amazing thing about
Masters of Taste is that 100% of
the proceeds go directly to benefit
Union Station Homeless Services,
and not many food festivals can
say that. Union Station Homeless
Services is committed to ending
homelessness in Los Angeles"

photo courtesy of Masters of Taste

Masters of Taste returns to the Rose Bowl on April 3.

Asapahu said.
Masters of Taste 2022 will bring
together over 3,000 food and beverage enthusiasts. It will include fare
from over 100 culinary masters and
restaurants, delectable sweets and
top beverage masters who will present signature handcrafted cocktail
tastings from over 25 spirit brands
and bars. Select wineries, local
craft breweries, cold-pressed juice
producers, cold brew coffee makers
and live entertainment will also be
included.
This year, Masters of Taste will
be held in April, during which Thai
new year, known as Songkran, is
also celebrated. Asapahu has invited three additional L.A. Thai

restaurants to participate in the
Songkran Thai SELECT Pavilion,
a celebration spanning the Rose
Bowl’s end zone. The celebration
will reflect a traditional Thai sundry
general store and Songkran festival.
As a culinary challenge, each Thai
restaurant will prepare a dish,
dessert and cocktail using a common paste, sahm kler (“three buddies”), which is made from white
peppercorn, garlic and cilantro root.
General admission is $135. VIP
admission is $195 and includes
early entrance at 3 p.m., special
access to VIP lounges and exclusive
tastings. The Rose Bowl is located
at 1001 Rose Bowl Drive. For information, visit mastersoftastela.com.

Eggciting Easter
MENU

Thursday, April 14 through Sunday, April 17
Starter

Side Dishes

Soup du Jour

Charred Asapragus
Creamy Mashed Potatoes
Dinner Rolls

Entrées
Bourbon Glazed Ham
Or Roasted Salmon

DINE IN OR
TAKE-OUT!

Dessert
Choice of Du-par’s Fruit Pie

Adults: $29.95
Children: $17.95
Children’s order does not include soup or dessert

6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

Follow Us!
@duparsfm
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A.O.C. Brentwood now
open for lunch and brunch
By jill weinlein

James Beard award winning chef
Suzanne Goin and business partner
Caroline Styne took the former
Hamburger Hamlet in Brentwood
and turned it into Tavern a few
years ago. Recently, they transformed the space into a new A.O.C.
Restaurant.
I joined two friends to explore the
lunch menu at the newly designed
space. There are a few tables along
the wall in the bar area, but now
most of the indoor tables are to the
left of the entrance and there is a
small semi-private dining area that
fronts the windows looking out
onto the street.
We were seated outside at a table
on the sidewalk and ordered
A.O.C.’s Farmer’s Plate. It arrived
with thick slices of grilled bread and
a scoop of burrata with an olive oil
drizzle and coarse cracked pepper on

top. Mild muhamarra puree of roasted red bell peppers, walnuts, pomegranate molasses for a touch of
sweetness and breadcrumbs, and a
chickpea puree were topped with an
array of roasted vegetables that
included long baby carrots and small
florets of Romanesco broccoli.
A cheese board featured three different selections, candied walnuts,
dried apricots and a fruit spread.
The first choice was a popular
sheep cheese from the Croatian
Island of Pag. It offered a pleasant
aroma and a slightly salty, savory
and tangy flavor. The second was
Pleasant Ridge, an alpine-style
cheese made from cow’s milk. It
too was slightly salty and offered a
fruity flavor. The third cheese was
mélange brebis, an artisanal pasteurized Basque ewe and goat milk
cheese that looked and tasted like a
double cream brie.
We tried the Moroccan chopped

chicken salad that had kale and
radicchio leaves, chickpeas, thinly
sliced carrots, golden raisins for a
touch of sweetness and chopped
almonds for a crunch. It also had a
light cilantro charmoula flavor profile that is popular in Northern
Africa.
We enjoyed the salad so much,
that we ordered the citrus salad with
slices of blood orange, pieces of
avocado, arugula, thinly sliced
maxorata goat cheese from Canary
Island, chopped Spanish Alorena
olives and crunchy Spanish quicos
that taste similar to corn nuts.
We sampled the young broccoli
sandwich served on freshly baked
soft focaccia layered with burrata
and bagna cauda. Served like a caprese sandwich, but made with broccoli instead of tomatoes, it offered a
garlic and anchovy flavor that tastes
similar to a Caesar dressing.
My friends said that we must
order the A.O.C. burger on a soft
brioche bun and layered with a delicious Mahon cheese. Mahon is a
cow’s cheese named after the town
and port of Maó on Menorca island
off the Mediterranean coast of

West Hollywood restaurants to participate in Dine LA
The city of West Hollywood
offers some of the best dining
options in the Los Angeles area, and
Dine LA is an opportunity to
explore many of the city’s delicious
and diverse culinary options by
enjoying selected menu items from
participating restaurants at special
prix fixe prices.
Dine LA runs from Friday, April
1-15. Diners who are eager to dis-

cover new culinary delights or
enjoy restaurants they already love
will have plenty of West Hollywood
options to choose from, including
Connie and Ted’s, Gracias Madre,
Granville West Hollywood, La
Bohème, Merois-Pendry West
Hollywood, Ospero-Pendry West
Hollywood, Pisces Poke and
Ramen, Sa’Moto at Doheny Room,
Soulmate, SUR Restaurant &

Lounge, Tesse and WeHo Bistro.
Participating restaurants will offer
specially priced prix-fixe menus for
lunch and dinner, and no tickets or
passes are required. Prices and meal
periods will vary by restaurant and
exclude beverages, tax and gratuity.
A complete list of participating
restaurants and their Dine LA menus
is available by visiting discoverlosangeles.com/ dinela.

ROCK & ROLL FRIDAY NIGHTS
EB’s DANCE PARTY 7 pm
April 1 - PAINT IT BLACK
ROLLING STONES TRIBUTE
LONGSHADOWS 9PM

MARKET TAVERN
After Party - 9 pm
starring

THE LONGSHADOWS

photo by Jill Weinlein

Be sure to order the A.O.C burger with melted Mahon cheese for elevated, savory flavors.

Spain. It’s salty and fruity with a
hint of sweetness. The bun was
topped with romesco aioli and
sweet and savory balsamic onions.
We finished with an ethereal
panna cotta with sliced citrus and
creme fraiche.
For those dining during weekend
brunch, menu favorites include dungeness crab omelets with haricot
verts, scallion salsa, burrata and
crème fraîche; and wood-oven
baked eggs with grilled toast. Goin’s
Spanish fried chicken and cornmeal
waffle with chile-cumin butter,
Jamon serrano and maple syrup is
also on the menu. Another savory
item is A.O.C brioche with melted
gruyere frisée, prosciutto and a
sunny-side up egg on top. For something sweet, vanilla bean brioche
French toast served with Meyer

lemon curd and an array of Harry’s
berries is offered.
Chef Goin visited our table and
shared that A.O.C. recently hosted
two nights in which proceeds were
donated to support World Central
Kitchen and its relief efforts in
Ukraine. At both locations in West
Hollywood and Brentwood, Goin
and Styne donated 100% of dinner
takeout sales to the cause.
A.O.C. offers lunch service
Wednesday through Friday starting
at 11:30 a.m., and brunch at
A.O.C. Brentwood runs from 10
a.m.-2:30 p.m. on weekends.
Dinner is served from 5-10 p.m.,
Sunday through Thursday, and
until 11 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday. Reservations are recommended. $$ 11648 San Vicente
Blvd., (310)806-6464.

Join Us for dineLA
Lunch & Dinner specials!

Gary Twinn, Clem Burke, Mick Cripps,
Luke Bossendorfer, Gaz Ivin
+ DJ Dandy Randy Vinyl Rock N Soul

Dine In
Only!

Lunch Special - Tuna Melt with a
Fountain Drink for $15!
Dinner
for 2
$55
Available
April 1 - 15

Meatloaf with slice of Pie
includes soup or salad, mashed potates, vegetables
dinner roll, slice of pie & a fountain drink

April 1
English Pub Fare
Full Bar
Beer on Tap

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax

MARKETTAVERNLA.COM

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447
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Elton John Oscar party returns,
raises $8.6 million for AIDS relief
The 30th annual Elton John
AIDS Foundation Academy
Awards Viewing Party took place
Sunday, March 27, at West
Hollywood Park, hosted by 12-time
Grammy Award-winning singer/
songwriter/actress Lady Gaga,
Emmy, Tony and Grammy Awardwinning artist Billy Porter and
Emmy Award-winning actor Eric
McCormack, alongside CEO of
Rocket Entertainment and chairman of the Elton John AIDS
Foundation David Furnish. The
star-studded gala featured a
sparkling performance by six-time
Grammy Award-winning artist
Brandi Carlile and raised $8.6 million for the Foundation’s lifesaving
work to end AIDS.

Among the crowd of supporters,
the Foundation welcomed Demi
Lovato, Kevin Costner, Zooey
Deschanel, Donatella Versace, Fran
Drescher,
Patricia Arquette,
Christina Hendricks, Chris Pine,
Lucy Hale, Heidi Klum, Chris
Sullivan and Chrissy Metz, Andrew
Rannells, Sofia Richie, Liam
Payne, Beck, Bobby Berk, Emily
Hampshire and other distinguished
guests.
Elton John joined via satellite
from his rescheduled Farewell
Yellow Brick Road tour stop in
Lincoln, Nebraska, to express his
appreciation for their support and
treat the crowd to a special performance of “Your Song” and
“Goodbye Yellow Brick Road.”

photo courtesy Getty Images

Billy Porter, Eric McCormack, David Farrish and Lady Gaga hosted the
Elton John AIDS Foundation Academy Awards Viewing Party.

Guests were also treated to Limited
Edition Elton John Eyewear
“GOLD DUST” frames sold exclusively at Walmart in partnership
with Elton John AIDS Foundation,
to wear alongside Elton during
his live-streamed performance.
Capping off the evening, guests
were treated to a full performance
by Carlile and a duet with surprise
guest artist, Jake Wesley Rogers,
who covered Elton John’s classic
song, “Rocket Man.”
The 2022 Academy Awards
Viewing Party aligns with the 30th
anniversary of the Elton John AIDS
Foundation, and also marks the
foundation’s return to live events.
Since the gala’s inception in 1992,
the party has supported the foundation's efforts by raising more than
$86 million for its lifesaving programs. All funds raised support the
foundation’s network of partners
and local experts across four continents to challenge discrimination,
prevent infections and provide
treatment, as well as influencing
governments to end AIDS.
“I’m so grateful to my friends
Lady Gaga, Billy Porter and Eric
McCormack for joining David in
hosting such an incredible evening,
and of course Brandi Carlile for
bringing down the house with an
electrifying performance,” John
said. “Most of all, I’m thankful to
all who attended and participated to
ensure that we can continue our
lifesaving work to end AIDS. I
could feel the love and support all
the way from Lincoln, Nebraska!”

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater returns to Music Center
The Music Center welcomes the
return of the Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater for five days of
dance and learning from April 6-10
celebrating the decade-long leadership of its visionary artistic director
Robert Battle.
The events are part of the 19th
season of Glorya Kaufman Presents
Dance at The Music Center. Ailey’s
artists will perform a diverse repertory of premieres, new productions
and Ailey classics after a two-year
absence from the Music Center, its
Southern California home.
Highlights include a “Battle 10th
Anniversary” program; an all-Ailey
program featuring “Blues Suite,”
Ailey’s original masterpiece based
on his “blood memories” of growing
up in rural Texas; “Cry,” his beloved
classic dedicated to “all Black
women everywhere – especially our
mothers”; and a new production of
Battle’s “Reflections in D” from
Ailey’s legendary collaboration with
Duke Ellington. It also includes the
return of hip hop innovator Rennie

Harris’s acclaimed “Lazarus.”
Each performance will culminate
in Ailey’s American masterpiece
“Revelations,” which has inspired
generations since 1960 through its
powerful storytelling and soul-stirring spirituals. The company will
also work with students and senior
citizens to explore the choreography and history of “Revelations”
during in-person residencies.
“Since Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater’s first appearance
with Glorya Kaufman Presents
Dance at The Music Center in
2004, the company’s performances
in Los Angeles have been the most
anticipated of every dance season,”
said Rachel S. Moore, president
and CEO of the Music Center.
“This year feels especially meaningful since it’s the company’s first
post-pandemic appearance at the
Music Center, and it marks a
decade of artistic director Robert
Battle’s leadership. Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater is truly a
national treasure, and it is an honor

to celebrate this milestone with performances that will uplift and connect audiences at a time we need it
most.”
“Alvin Ailey’s vision opened the
door for generations of artists to use
dance to inspire, unite and enlighten,” Battle added. “Despite the
twists and turns on the road we have
all traveled together, we continue to
find new ways to share artistry that
renews our spirit of courage, hope
and joy. I am thrilled we are returning to the Music Center and deeply
humbled to have led this seminal
company for a decade, joined by
incomparable dancers and choreographers on a journey of discovery
that extends from the powerful
works of our founder to the important voices of today.”
Tickets for Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater performances start
at $34. The Dorothy Chandler
Pavilion at the Music Center is
located at 135 N. Grand Ave. For
information, call (213) 972-0711 or
visit musiccenter.org.

Laurel Canyon-centric MUSE/IQUE concert
premieres at Huntington Library/Skirball
MUSE/IQUE continues its
adventurous yearlong concert
series, L.A. Composed: A Festival
of Los Angeles Music, with “Laurel
Canyon,” a musical journey into
one of rock-n-roll’s most mythical
neighborhoods, home to artists such
as The Byrds, Crosby, Stills, Nash
& Young, Carole King, Joni
Mitchell and James Taylor, all of
whom shaped a generation with
their timeless music. “Laurel
Canyon” takes place April 6 and 7,
at 7:30 p.m., at The Huntington

Library, Art Museum, and
Botanical Gardens, and April 10, at
7:30 p.m., at the Skirball Cultural
Center.
Joining MUSE/IQUE’s stellar
roster of musicians is singer-songwriter Nikka Costa, making her
MUSE/IQUE debut, and returning
favorite, tenor Ashley Faatoalia.
“Laurel Canyon” also welcomes
to the MUSE/IQUE stage LAVA
(Los Angeles Vocal Artists), Jeffrey
Bernstein as music director, a youth
choir from the California School for

the Arts, San Gabriel Valley,
Caroline Buckman on viola, Marisa
Kuney on violin, Timothy Loo on
cello, Kaveh Rastegar on bass,
Justin Smith on guitar, Alan
Steinberger on piano/keyboards,
Jamey Tate on drums and Tim
Young, guitar.
Curated and led by founder and
artistic director Rachael Worby,
L.A. Composed runs until
November. Tickets are on sale now
at
muse-ique.com/events-andrsvps.

The Wallis welcomes Neiman
Marcus executive to board

The Wallis Annenberg Center
for the Performing Arts has
appointed Gretchen Pace, vice
president and market general
manager for Neiman Marcus
Beverly Hills and Topanga, to its
board of directors.
“Gretchen is an arts lover, dedicated community builder and
strategic thinker who brings creativity, a thoughtful approach and
proven business experience to her
new role on the board of directors,” The Wallis’ chairman
Michael Nemeroff said. “We are
honored that she has accepted this
leadership role with The Wallis.
Gretchen’s service on our board
continues a long legacy of support
of The Wallis from Neiman
Marcus and its leadership.”
“Long before The Wallis’ opening in 2013, Neiman Marcus was
among the original founding
donors ensuring that the performing arts would have a vibrant
world-class home in Beverly
Hills,” The Wallis’ executive
director and CEO Rachel Fine
added. “Gretchen Pace continues
the outstanding board service of
two Neiman Marcus predecessors
who helped build The Wallis during its nascent years.”
Pace’s past involvement has
included facilitating Neiman
Marcus’ sponsorship of the
venue’s Sept. 24 benefit, “The
Wallis Delivers: Al Fresco Night,”
honoring the city of Beverly Hills.
Neiman Marcus was also a sponsor of “Dreambuilders: From Post

Office to Box Office,” a virtual
benefit on Dec. 3 commemorating
the 25th anniversary of The
Wallis’ founding and honoring
former Beverly Hills City
Councilwoman and mayor Vicki
Reynolds, The Wallis’ president
emeritus Richard Rosenzweig and
founding president Paul Selwyn.
Pace has more than 23 years of
luxury retail experience, including
seven years at Neiman Marcus
Beverly Hills and Topanga. She is
a leader for Neiman Marcus’ West
Coast strategy and an innovator
within the company. A skilled potter with an encyclopedic knowledge of music, she also serves as
Neiman Marcus Beverly Hills and
Topanga’s resident DJ.
For information, visit thewallis.org.
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Gretchen Pace has joined The
Wallis’ board of directors.
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On ‘Bridgerton’s’ return

Dearest gentle readers,
As awards season comes to a
shocking end, our fine community
must endeavor to move forward.
But what, pray tell, can compete
with the dramatic conclusion to
awards season? This humble writer
has no choice but to press on, hoping for a delectable distraction in
the social seasons afforded by ladies
and gentlemen searching for love in
“Bridgerton.”
At first, it brimmed with scandal
and lavish soirées as the debutantes
of the ton – our fair city’s elite –
presented themselves for suiters in

hopes of expanding family fortunes
and, on occasion, finding love. Alas,
this season’s offering endures a
revision that undoes the enterprise.
Recall where things ended with
Daphne
Bridgerton
(Phoebe
Dynevor) now happily married,
welcoming her first child with the
duke, Simon (Regé-Jean Page).
Sadly, their story seems entirely
divided, Simon’s whereabouts but
mentioned to justify his absence
hence forth.
Daphne only returns as a source
of wisdom for her Bridgerton kin,
especially Anthony (Jonathan
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Penelope Featherington (Nicola Coughlan), as Lady Whistledown, is a
charming component of the new season.

Bailey), ready to sway a young lady
of proper upbringing to ascend as
his lordess, the viscountess. The
game is afoot, but our previous
encounters with Anthony present
not an endearing figure but, as the
yanks would say, a tool.
Lord Bridgerton’s affinity for personal undoing and devotion to the
ton’s hierarchy grew tiresome
indeed. Now, the duke departs and
spirits away with his charm, leaving
the sophomore season to wonder
how we might burn for Anthony
following so much tedium.
The outcome is perhaps more
positive, though this dukeless story
is an echo of a once rousing foray.
We learn much regarding Anthony’s
childhood trauma and burden on the
man of the house. The efforts enjoy
a degree of success.
Then arrives Queen Charlotte’s
(Golda Rosheuvel) diamond, the
most desired young lady, Edwina
Sharma (Charithra Chandran).
Anthony finds his match, but an
obstacle remains. An older sister,
Kate (Simone Ashley), foists the
viscount’s attempts to gain an audience.
And may we not forget the previous season’s major revelation:
the true identity of one

Women In Film hosts cocktail party pre-Oscars
Women In Film, Los Angeles
kicked off Oscar weekend March
25 with its cocktail party presented
by sponsors Max Mara, Charlotte
Tilbury Beauty and Heineken, with
additional support from major partners IMDbPro and Tequila Don
Julio. The party honored all 60
women, in front of and behind the
camera, who have been nominated
for an Academy Award® this year.
Since 2008, the annual event has
celebrated the belief that collaboration between women, behind and in
front of the camera, is the best way
to ensure more films are made by
and for women. Co-hosted by
Oscar-winning producer and WIF
board president Emerita Cathy
Schulman and Oscar-winning artist
H.E.R., the event was held at Bar
Lis at the Thompson Hollywood.
Nominated attendees included
Jane Campion (Best Director/Best
Picture, “The Power of the Dog”),
Germaine Franco (Best Original
Score, “Encanto”), Siân Heder
(Best
Adapted
Screenplay,
“CODA”),
Kristie
Macosko
Krieger (Best Picture, “West Side
Story”), Sara Murphy (Best Picture,
“Licorice Pizza”), Tamar Thomas
(Best Picture, “Belfast”), Diane
Warren (Best Original Song, “Four
Good Days”), Ari Wegner (Best
Cinematography, “The Power of
the Dog”) and more.
Additional attendees included
Amy Baer, Lake Bell, Daniel
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Amber Richards, Ari Wegner, Jane Campion and Tanya Seghatchian
speak at the 15th annual Women In Film Oscar Nominees Party on
March 25.

Durant, Kate Flannery, Amy
Forsyth, Nisha Ganatra, Jessica
Henwick, 2022 Oscar nominee
Troy Kotsur (“CODA”), Lashana
Lynch, Thuso Mbedu, Academy
Award winner Rita Moreno (“West
Side Story”), Academy Awardnominated cinematographer Rachel
Morrison, Nasim Pedrad, June
Diane Raphael, Renate Reinsve,
Michaela Jaé Rodriguez, Kirsten
Schaffer, Saniyya Sidney, Charlotte
Tilbury, MBE and more.
“I’m so grateful for events like
this and people like you that really

advocate for us women and to me
it’s all about the women supporting
the women. I always say this - the
moment we realize that we are
unstoppable together, the stronger
we will become,” H.E.R. said during the event.
“I have never forgotten where I
came from, that’s so important to
me. It’s not important enough yet
in the movie industry, so I have to
say that we have a big fight coming. We really do. We are seriously
underrepresented,” Rita Moreno
said.

Writer and illustrators to be honored at gala event
Author Services, Inc. and Galaxy
Press will present the 38th Annual
L. Ron Hubbard Achievement
Awards Gala, honoring 13 writers
and 12 illustrators from around the
world for their excellence in the
genres of science fiction and fantasy.
The invitation-only event will be
held on Friday, April 8, at the
Taglyan Complex, 1201 Vine St.
(at Lexington Avenue, the entrance

for valet parking).
The Awards Banquet will start at
5 p.m. Members of the general
public can watch the awards show
streaming live from 7-9:30 p.m. at
writersofthefuture.com.
“This year the theme for our
awards show represents a dichotomy of pre-historical and futuristic
worlds merged by magic. It is a
fusion of pre-historic mammoth
with an alien robot,” Joni Labaqui,

director of the contests for Author
Services, Inc. said.
Celebrities who will be attending
the
event
include
Nancy
Cartwright, Timothy Woodward Jr.,
Steven L. Sears, Kate Linder, Lee
Purcell, Jade Pettyjohn, Natalie
Burn, Neil Kaplan, Jeff Pomerantz,
Jim Meskimen and Tamra
Meskimen.
For information on the contests,
visit writersofthefuture.com.
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Jonathan Bailey and Simone Ashley are intriguing in the second season
of “Bridgerton.”

Lady Whistledown, Penelope
Featherington (Nicola Coughlan), a
dear friend of the Bridgertons,
though her own family all but
ignores her. This elusive muckraker
continues her work, though we now
bear witness to what ton knows not.
She hears all, composes her
haughty prose and ventures into
city corners unsavory to ensure her
words remain the talk of the town.
And even though young Penelope
sharpens her skills, grows her small
business, she still pines for Colin
Bridgerton (Luke Newton), whom
this author cannot help but find
quite beneath her.
The players all understand their
roles, though the absence of the
duke and duchess casts a long shadow indeed. To date, we now know
Anthony better than others. That is
a tragedy almost as grave as intermixing fine china with the silverware. Preposterous.
Still, this dukeless “Bridgerton”
is hardly undone. For his part,
Anthony does transcend some of
his more unpleasant mannerisms.
Further, Miss Kate proves an adept
addition, one quite capable against
such an aggressive adversary.

Another peculiar choice this season belongs to what goes unseen.
Considering all the commotion
regarding a certain illicit interlude
last year, this telling is rather chaste.
Anthony fulfills his carnal appetites
routinely with coin. Yet those of his
class dares not lure, though one
tempts him most, challenges his
oath to swear off love.
A mere glance or graze of a hand
bares a yearning unknown by most
of the ton. Such thoughts alone
invite judgment. But if Anthony
acts on them outside convention, he
might bring shame upon all
Bridgertons. This season’s prurient
moments rely on innuendo more
than overt displays.
This is the same “Bridgerton,”
presenting the same feigned features: sartorial delights, lyrical discourse, a fair city embroiled in
impropriety. But current charms
and new faces cannot replace a
once-perfect outing. Until next
time,
this
author
hopes
“Bridgerton’s” remaining joys, and
there are some, will be enough.
Yours truly,
Some Critic
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Students pray for peace in Ukraine
Students of the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles on March 25 gathered
to commemorate Pope Francis’
consecration of Russia and Ukraine
to the Virgin Mary.
Scholas Occurrentes USA partnered with Christ the King School
in Hollywood to host a candle lighting ceremony for peace to unite students at the school with students
throughout the Archdiocese and
around the world.
“We are honored to have been a
part of this beautiful celebration by
the students at Christ the King
School, one of the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles’ diverse and vibrant
school communities,” Scholas USA
executive director Joe Alarcon said.
“This was an opportunity for students to share their prayers and take
action during these challenging

times in our world. Scholas, through
the leadership and example of Pope
Francis, strives to empower young
people to be positive agents of
change in their own ways, and we
are glad that we could do that here
for the students and for all who
joined remotely via livestream.”
During the ceremony, students
presented a peace mural created in
partnership with Scholas USA that
included their personal prayers for
peace. The mural was part of
Scholas Occurrentes worldwide
“Encounters for Peace,” a digital
wall for posting messages of peace
and hope in prayerful solidarity
with our suffering brothers and sisters in Ukraine and Russia.
“The community at Christ the
King School is working creatively
to support Pope Francis’ message

calling for the consecration of
Ukraine and Russia to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary,” Christ
the King School principal Angela
Chang said. “We collaborated with
Scholas USA to contribute peace
prayer murals from each classroom,
and a variety of interpretations
were collected and displayed. We
hope that the prayers from our
school community can unite us in
prayer with other young people
around the world for healing,
peace, and an end to war.”
The Holy Father’s penitential
celebration and consecration, along
with the Christ the King student
mass and peace ceremony, can be
found at lacatholics.org/prayforukraine.
Scholas Occurrentes is an international pontifical organization

LAUSD offers seminars on the Armenian Genocide
Los Angeles Unified School
District Board of Education president Kelly Gonez has partnered
with the Armenian National
Committee of America-Western
Region’s Education Committee to
host a series of webinars for educators and families focused on effective methods for implementing
Armenian Genocide education in
classrooms and promoting crosscultural understanding.
“This series continues our commitment as a school district to
ensure that the Armenian Genocide
is not only taught, but that it is a
critical lesson in recognizing cultural heritage and tolerance across

lines of difference,” Gonez said.
“This series will provide our educators with resources to meaningfully
integrate powerful lessons in our K12 classrooms. I’m grateful to the
ANCA-WR Education Committee
for their ongoing partnership.”
“As we get close to the 107th
anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide, opportunities such as
these are key to support educators
with the most up-to-date educational resources and best practices for
integrating the history of the
Armenian Genocide effectively
across the curriculum,” ANCA-WR
Education Committee vice chair
Sedda Antekelian added. “LAUSD

KCCLA holds classes on
Korean language and culture

Korean Cultural Center, Los
Angeles King Sejong Institute
Center U.S.A. will begin a 12-week
spring semester on April 12 with
online and in-person Korean language classes.
Nine classes in seven levels will
be offered for each of the online and
in-person classes. They include
introductory Korean; basic A and B;
intermediate A, B and C; and
advanced A. Class registration is
available on a first-come, firstserved basis.
Each in-person class will run on
Tuesdays from 7-9 p.m. from April
12-June 28. Enrollment will be limited to 10 students per class due to
public health and safety measures.
Additionally, each student is
required to show proof of COVID19 vaccination.

The online program will take
place on Thursdays from 7-9 p.m.
from April 14-June 30. Classes will
be limited to 30 students to ensure
the best possible remote learning
experience.
Applicants will also be able to
take a free online Korean placement
test by visiting nuri.iksi.or.kr/front/
page/participation/onlineLevelTest/
main.do. After completing the exam,
students will receive an immediate
evaluation of appropriate level.
Students may only register for one
class level and transferring between
levels will not be permitted.
The program is open to anyone
18 and older who is interested in
learning about Korean language and
culture. For information, call
(323)936-3025, or visit kccla.org/
koreanlanguageprogram.
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Classes are held in-person and online, and the number of students will
be capped to ensure physical distancing and personalized instruction.

Board president Kelly Gonez and
her team are committed to ensuring
that educators across the district are
trained and supported in this way
and that this chapter in Armenian
history is covered in the classroom
and not forgotten.”
The first webinar was held on
March 30 for elementary school
teachers, who learned about educational resources that support crosscultural understanding, belonging
and community responsibility
through the lens of Armenian culture and history. On March 31,
middle and high school teachers
will learn about stories of survival
and resilience as well as the unique
role that the U.S. played in providing humanitarian support during
and after the Armenian Genocide.
On April 20, a webinar for families will focus on meaningful conversations about culture and identity. It will expand skills for socialemotional learning and teach participants how to be responsible citizens.
Space is limited. To register, visit
bit.ly/teachersessions.
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Scholas Occurrentes USA and Christ the King School held a ceremony
in support of Ukraine on March 25.

with a presence in 190 countries
and an integrated network of more
than 500,000 institutions and academic networks. Its mission is to
achieve integration of all students in

the world through technology,
sports and art to promote education
through a culture of encounter.
For information, visit scholasoccurrentes.org.

Grants support literacy programs

City National Bank has awarded
91 Reading is The Way Up literacy
grants totaling nearly $83,000 to
support literacy-based projects and
financial literacy.
In the local area, the recipients
included
Girls
Academic
Leadership Academy, located at
1067 West Blvd. on the campus of
Los Angeles High School; Carthay
Center Elementary, located at 6351
West Olympic Blvd.; and
Larchmont Charter School, which
is based at 444 N. Larchmont
Blvd. and has campuses at 1265 N.
Fairfax Ave. and 6611 Selma Ave.
The literacy grants range from
$500-$1,000. The schools will use
the funds for upgrades to libraries
and book purchases.
Through the nonprofit literacy
program Reading is The Way Up,
City National Bank has donated
more than one million new books
to elementary school libraries
nationwide. The program has also
awarded over 1,500 teacher grants
to enhance literacy, totaling more

than $1.8 million since 2005.
Projects are selected because they
are creative and engaging, and the
winning programs are expected to
directly improve literacy through
creative, teacher-driven initiatives.
“City National is very proud of
the support it has provided to hundreds of teachers in nine states
through its literacy grant program
for the past 20 years,” said Jennifer
Nickerson, senior vice president
and community relations manager
for City National Bank. “This program is providing much needed
support to teachers who are funding a lot of their extracurricular
programs from their own pockets.
The monetary support we provide
to grant recipients helps augment
the budget shortfalls teachers are
experiencing every day in trying to
educate our children.”
Online applications for grants
are accepted annually from Oct. 131. For information, visit
cnb.com/about-us/community
reading-is-the-way-up.html.
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Join the L.A. Zoo for an African adventure

The Greater Los Angeles Zoo
Association has announced a trip to
Botswana and Namibia with CEO
and zoo director Denise M. Verret
and GLAZA president Tom
Jacobson, which will be held from
Oct. 20-31.
The trip will focus on wildlife
conservation through the lenses of
local guides, conversation experts
and zoo leaders, giving travelers a
unique opportunity to learn firsthand about the L.A. Zoo’s work to
protect endangered species from
extinction in the region. Travelers
will experience thrilling wildlife
encounters, fascinating culture,
exceptional cuisine and distinct
accommodations in one of the
world’s most intriguing destinations. Pre-extension travel to Cape
Town, and post-extension travel to
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, are available. Space is limited and booking
ends on July 17.
Destinations on the trip include
the salt pans of Nxai Pans National
Park, the desert region of the
Kalahari Plains and the Moremi
Game Reserve, rated as being one
of the finest wildlife viewing areas
in Africa. Guests will see species
including rhino, lion, elephant, buf-
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Participants on the trip will see many African animals in their native habitats.

falo, hippo, giraffe, hyena, zebra,
kudu, lechwe, tsessebe, and Sable
and Roan antelope, along with
scores of migratory bird species.
On one of the stops, the L.A. Zoo’s
conservation partner Raptors
Botswana will share information
about conservation efforts to save
endangered vultures.
The cost is $8,995 per person,
double occupancy, including land
and air in Africa only. Pre-exten-

BookFest offers virtual
programs for readers and writers

The BookFest returns for its 5th
biannual virtual event on April 2-3,
featuring authors, literary experts
and speakers in panel discussions
and conversations. The first day
features information geared toward
readers, and the second day offers
content for writers.
Suzie Newell, a nurse anesthesiologist who is author of “The Path
365,” will give the keynote speech
on April 1. Author Dave Chesson,
founder of Kindlepreneur.com,
will give the keynote speech on
April 2.
The wonders of the universe are
a theme in BookFest. Skeptic

Michael Shermer will discuss
UFOs with science fiction entertainment expert Paul Hynek and
Desireé Duffy, founder of the
BookFest. Dennis E. Taylor will
talk about the “Bobiverse” and his
popular book series with moderator Jenna Busch. Other featured
writers include Joel Eisenberg,
Deborah Herman, Angela Johnson,
Andy Ross, Katharine Sands and
Irwin Zucker. Additionally, Brave
New Writer and the Critiki-Bar
will return, and the first BookFest
Awards
winners
will
be
announced.
The BookFest is presented by

LA Phil announces
details for Gen X festival
The Los Angeles Philharmonic
announced today additional details
for the Gen X festival, a multidisciplinary, multi-genre exploration of
generation X, the slackers, hackers
and latchkey kids who started off
analog and became digital. Born
between 1965 and 1980, generation
X is the dark horse demographic
dwarfed in number by the boomers
and millennials on either side.
While small in number, their collective impact on culture continues to
be felt today. With concerts curated
by Thomas Adès and Liz Phair, and
special events by Waiting to X-hale
podcasters Karen Tongson and
Wynter Mitchell-Rohrbaugh, the
festival combines orchestral concerts, popular presentations and
humanities events in a decidedly
LA Phil-esque way.
“Putting together this mini-festival, I quickly came to feel that if
there was one big thing that united
creative artists born between 1965
and 1980, it was that there is no one
big thing,” artistic curator Thomas
Adès said. “Certainty is out; being
right or being wrong are equally
unappealing. Maybe even that is
saying too much? Who wants to be
put in any kind of box, be it a ‘gen-

eration,’ or a start and end date?”
“As reductive as it may be to
make generalizations based on the
year someone is born, there is an
undeniable affinity and even an attitude shared by people who, during
their formative years, went through
the same stuff … the same sociological shifts, the same presidential
administrations, the same cultural
juggernauts, the same silly trends,
the same unimaginable heartbreaks.
When I look across the festival’s
programming and the incredible collection of artists, thinkers and cultural partners who’ve come to the party,
I see a complex portrait of Gen X
expression emerge that is thoroughly
postmodern. It mixes high and low,
skips through history, and brings
identity and irony to the fore in ways
that continue to reverberate in our
culture today,” Julia Ward, the LA
Phil’s director of humanities, said.
The Gen X festival runs from
April 22 to May 14, with concerts at
Walt Disney Concert Hall and
humanities events across Los
Angeles, many of which are free
with RSVP.
For a complete listing of concerts
and events visit www.laphil.
com/genx.

sion to Cape Town and post-extension to Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe,
are available for an additional fee.
GLAZA will host a virtual travel
night on April 28, at 6 p.m. Guests
can learn about the trip’s itinerary
and unique offerings. This evening
will be hosted in conjunction with
Classic Escapes and will feature
Verret and Jacobson.
For information, visit lazoo.org
/travel.
Bookstagrammers and Books That
Make You, and is produced by
Black
Chateau
Enterprises.
Attendees can browse virtual
booths and a Books Page showcasing works by the participants.
For information and links to
livestream the programs, visit thebookfest.com.

Flamenco legend performs
at the Wilshire Ebell Theatre

Kala Koa Entertainment and
the Los Angeles International
Flamenco Festival present Miguel
Poveda, one of the most respected
flamenco singers in Spain and
around the world, in his Los
Angeles
solo
debut
on
Wednesday, April 13, at 8 p.m. at
the Wilshire Ebell Theatre.
Considered a musical genius
for his nuanced and soulful voice,
Poveda is unrivaled in the world
of flamenco. Possessing a strong
technique and a charismatic stage
presence, his concerts are inspired
musical events.
For his long-awaited Los
Angeles solo debut performance,
Poveda will take the audience on
a tour of the traditional musical
forms of flamenco, from the
cheerful malagueñas and alegrías
to the sorrowful seguirillas and
soleás. Poveda will also share his
personal connection to the music.
The artist was recently honored
for Best Flamenco Album by the
Odeón Awards for Diverso, which
celebrate Spanish music in a wide
range of categories and musical
genres. Poveda has been awarded
numerous prizes during his 30year career, including the 2007
National Music Prize. At the age
of 45, he has released 10 studio
albums. His latest work,
“Enlorquecido (Mad About
Lorca),” is inspired by the poet
Federico García Lorca and
reached No. 2 on the charts during the second week after its
release.

Poveda will be accompanied on
stage by Jesús Guerrero (guitar),
Joan Albert Amargos (piano), El
Londro (cante and palmas),
Paquito Gonzalez (percussion)
and dancer Antonio Molina “El
Choro.”
The Wilshire Ebell Theatre is
located at 4401 W. Eighth St.
Tickets start at $35. All attendees
must show proof of full vaccination against COVID-19 or a negative viral test result prior to
entry. For tickets, call (800)5954849, or visit kalakoa.tix.com and
laflamencofestival.com.

photo courtesy of Gracias Madre

Miguel Poveda will make his Los
Angeles solo debut on April 13.
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Outfest announces Fusion QTBIPOC festival lineup LA Phil presents contemporary
music from ‘Noon to Midnight’
Outfest, the Los Angeles-based
nonprofit organization dedicated to
creating visibility for diverse
LGBTQIA+ stories and empowering tomorrow’s artists and storytellers, has announced its lineup for
the 2022 Outfest Fusion QTBIPOC
(Queer, Trans, Black, Indigenous
and People of Color) Film Festival,
presented by IMDbPro and
Hyundai. This year’s festival will
feature seven feature films, 52 short
films, three episodics, the OneMinute Movie Contest sponsored
by Hyundai, as well as workshops
and panels. The 10-day festival will
be held in-person from April 8 to
April 13 and online from April 13
to April 17 and will be open to filmmakers and the general public to
attend. Visit OutfestFusion.com to
purchase tickets.
This year marks the 40th anniversary for Outfest and the 19th year of
Outfest Fusion, which showcases
the work of queer and trans filmmakers of color, providing the audiences and storytellers alike with the
critical visibility that is needed to
build careers, opportunities and
empathy for our stories. Outfest
Fusion celebrates the rich heritage
of the individuals that make up the
Los Angeles community while also
empowering and investing in their
success with educational workshops, masterclasses, networking
events and the renowned OneMinute Movie Contest.
“As we find ourselves back in a
moment where our rights as
LGBTQIA+ people are being taken
away and our very existence
silenced, we know these movies

photo courtesy of Outfest

“And Yet,” directed by Lucretia Knapp is one film that will be presented
at the Outfest Fusion festivals.

have a greater impact on
LGBTQIA+ communities of color.
We have continued to evolve
Outfest Fusion in ways we hope
empower the next generation of storytellers to reshape their own narrative and to drive cultural change, ''
Outfest executive director Damien
S. Navarro said.
“The programming at Outfest
Fusion exists to directly close and
challenge the systemic access gap
for LGBTQIA+ people of color.
With this year’s festival we continue to grow upon that mission, and
I’m very excited to work on creating solutions to these systemic
problems.” Outfest artistic Director
Faridah Gbadamosi said.
Founded in 2004 amongst a circle of community organizers and

J. Sloan’s was piece of local history

The April 4, 2002, issue of the Beverly Press and Park Labrea News
showed J. Sloan’s, a tavern that had operated at 8623 Melrose Ave.
since 1919 until it closed at the end of March 2002. In the bottom photograph, owner Manny Galindo removed a chandelier from the ceiling
on the business’ last day as hundreds of people stopped by for a final
toast. The tavern was located in West Hollywood at the corner of
Melrose Avenue and Huntley Drive, but preceded the city’s incorporation by 65 years. It operated as a speakeasy during the Prohibition
era and was later a hangout for celebrities including Spencer Tracy,
Clark Gable and Douglas Fairbanks. The tavern closed in 2002
because the building’s owner decide to repurpose it as a dress shop.
Since 2018, it has housed the nightclub Raspoutine.

Outfest Board Members, the
Outfest Fusion QTBIPOC Film
Festival is a response to the public
and industry need for more inclusive spaces where storytellers and
filmmakers of color can receive the
opportunities and the visibility they
struggle to find for themselves and
their work. To date, Outfest Fusion
has showcased over 10,000 works
to nearly 250,000 audience members and impacted over 2,500 storytellers and up and coming industry members with its Outfest
Fusion workshops, contests, and
events.
The complete slate of features
and shorts programming at the
2022 Outfest Fusion QTBIPOC
Film Festival can be found at
OutfestFusion.com.

The
Los
Angeles
Philharmonic’s
“Noon
to
Midnight: A Day of New Music”
returns on Saturday, April 9, at
Walt Disney Concert Hall. The
program allows audiences to see
and hear some of L.A.’s most farsighted ensembles in performances on the Walt Disney
Concert Hall stage and in BP Hall.
It is anchored by an evening
Green Umbrella concert conducted by LA Phil creative chair John
Adams and focusing on composer
Louis Andriessen, in BP Hall.
The performances begin at
noon and end at midnight with
flutist Claire Chase performing
Pauline
Oliveros’
“Tuning
Meditation,” starting first in BP
Hall and finishing in the concert
Hall. Other presentations in BP
Hall include the contemporary
chamber
group,
Southland
Ensemble; LA Phil principal tim-

panist Joseph Pereira performing
two world premieres of his works
created during pandemic lockdown; a performance by Piano
Spheres; the world premiere of a
theatrical reading by artist Chris
Kallmyer with musical accompaniment by Superteam and Sarah
Davachi based on Kallmyer’s
Song Cycle installation currently
on display in the Grand Avenue
lobby; and a presentation of
Monday Evening Concerts, one of
the longest running series devoted
to contemporary music.
Patrons purchasing tickets for
“John Adams Conducts Focus on
Andriessen” will have access to
all “Noon to Midnight” performances. Tickets for “Noon to
Midnight” performances only are
$5. The Walt Disney Concert Hall
is located at 11 S. Grand Ave. For
information, call (323)850-2000,
or visit laphil.com.

photo courtesy of the LA Phil

John Adams will conduct a concert focusing on composer Louis
Andriessen.
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Metro contractor killed at Wilshire/La Brea Robbery suspects caught
From page 1

employee of Skanska-Traylor-Shea,
a joint venture contractor that is
building the first phase of the
Purple Line Extension from
Wilshire/Western to Wilshire/La
Cienega. Metro spokesman Patrick
Chandler said Tuesday that the
agency is working with authorities
to determine what led to the death
but declined to comment further.
Chandler referred to a statement
from CEO Stephanie Wiggins.
“I can’t imagine a job more noble
than building a project that will
help millions of people get to work,
school and countless other important destinations,” Wiggins said.
“This is a tragedy beyond words
and the entire L.A. Metro family
and Metro Board of Directors
offers its deepest condolences to
the worker’s family, friends and
colleagues.”
Skanska-Traylor-Shea
also

From page 1
issued an update in a statement provided on March 29, but declined to
provide further information.
“We are deeply saddened by the
loss of our team member and our
thoughts and prayers continue to
be with their family throughout this
difficult time. STS is cooperating
with local authorities and safety
agencies and continues its internal
investigation,” the statement read.
“STS has also made grief counseling and related support services
available to every joint venture
team member. As of Tuesday,
March 29, STS has initiated a
phased restart of construction
activities on the site with a continued emphasis on ensuring the wellbeing and security of our team
members.”
Chandler confirmed that it was
the first fatality on the Purple Line
Extension project, and the first

death of a worker on any Metro
transportation project in nearly 10
years. A worker was killed during
an accident on the 1-405
Sepulveda Pass Improvement
Project on Oct. 11, 2012.
“I don’t have information about
how many injuries we have had,
but I know we haven’t had any
fatalities in a while,” Chandler
added.
Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, represents the neighborhood where the
accident occurred and called it a
tragedy.
“I was saddened and horrified
when I was briefed of this devastating tragedy,” Koretz added. “I
understand that Metro is investigating the circumstances. We send
our thoughts and prayers to his
family and friends who have borne
this tragic loss.”

Cedars-Sinai researcher honored by MS committee
Dr. Brian Renner, a research
associate in the neuroimaging program in the Department of
Neurology at Cedars-Sinai, was
honored
with
the
Young
Investigator Award for Best Oral
Presentation at the Americas
Committee for Treatment and
Research in Multiple Sclerosis
annual forum in February.
The award is given to one
research scientist, resident or fellow
under age 40 presenting at each
conference.
Multiple sclerosis is a disorder in
which the body’s immune system
attacks nerve cells in the brain and
spinal cord, creating lesions visible
on MRI scans. Because other conditions can create similar lesions,
MS is often misdiagnosed.
Renner presented an abstract on
a multisite study to investigate a
possible new biomarker called
paramagnetic rim lesions, a radiological finding that could help clinicians more accurately diagnose
MS patients.
“Our study found that the PRL is
very good at differentiating people
who have MS from people who do
not have MS,” Renner said. “And
its sensitivity in identifying people
with MS is also quite high. More
investigation is needed, but this
could be a very useful biomarker.”

Renner credited his mentor, Dr.
Pascal Sati, director of the neuroimaging program and associate
professor of neurology, with supervising his research work and helping him prepare for the presentation.
“I got up on stage with full confidence,” Renner said. “Afterward,
people were coming up and
proposing collaborations and asking for more information about our
data.”
This was the second ACTRIMS
conference and first podium speech
for Renner, who joined CedarsSinai in January 2020. The study is
part of a series investigating novel
MS biomarkers.
“Dr. Renner is a true asset to our
neuroimaging team and couldn’t
have done a better job in conducting and presenting this research,”
Sati said. “We look forward to publishing these exciting findings that
will help improve diagnosis and
guide development of new therapies for MS patients.”
Improving patient outcomes is
the motivation behind the entire
Cedars-Sinai neuroimaging program, said Dr. Nancy Sicotte, chair
of Cedars-Sinai’s Department of
Neurology and Multiple Sclerosis
and Neuroimmunology Program,
and Women’s Guild Distinguished

robbery, conspiracy and resisting/delaying an officer. Moultrie
was additionally charged with
possession of a loaded firearm.
The arrests came at a time
when authorities in Los Angeles
have warned about an increase in
suspects from the Bay Area com-

ing to Los Angeles to commit
crimes. Trejo said detectives are
reviewing reports but have not
linked the suspects to any other
incidents in Beverly Hills.
Anyone with information about
the crime is urged to call the
BHPD at (310)285-2125.

L.A. County offers support to Ukraine
Los Angeles County Supervisor
Janice Hahn, 4th District, on March
18 joined Los Angeles County Fire
Chief Daryl Osby to announce the
department would send surplus
equipment to Ukraine to aid first
responders saving lives amid the
Russian invasion.
“We have all been inspired by the
bravery and fortitude of the
Ukrainian people as they have
resisted the Russian invasion of
their homeland,” said Hahn, the
designated supervisor overseeing
the fire department. “They have
been under attack for three long
weeks, and Ukrainian first responders have gone from fighting house
fires to rescuing people from rubble

from bombed-out buildings. Amid
the onslaught, they are running out
of supplies.”
The supplies, which included
boots, helmets, bulletproof body
armor, medicine, medical equipment and personal protective equipment, will be transported by private
entity to Poland, and from there, the
logistics will be handled to get supplies to firefighters in Ukraine.
“The Los Angeles County Fire
Department is stepping up to do
what we can to help,” Hahn added.
“It is our hope that this equipment
will help Ukrainian first responders
continue to save lives and help
them in some small way to resist the
Russian invasion.”

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

Dr. Brian Renner

Chair in Neurology.
“We’ve made wonderful strides
thanks to our neuroimaging
research team,” Sicotte said. “In the
future we’re very hopeful that this
work will allow us to make diagnoses of serious neurological illphoto by Bryan Chan
nesses like MS very confidently
Hahn placed a handwritten note in a donated boot headed to Ukraine.
early on.”

Bogie’s Liquor

Congress looks to support refugees
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank) on March 24 joined a
bipartisan group of 61 Congress
members in a letter to President Joe
Biden urging him to build on the
humanitarian efforts already underway to help Ukrainians by allowing
for the expedited resettlement of
Ukrainian refugees in the United
States.
Among other recommendations,
they urged the administration to
raise the cap on refugees allowed
into the United States if it is necessary to accommodate refugees,
ensure that Ukrainians are eligible
for priority status and reduce wait
times on student visas.
“We applaud your decision to
grant Temporary Protected Status to
Ukrainians currently in the United
States, but there remain millions of
refugees who are stranded after
fleeing Ukraine who we must not
ignore or abandon,” the letter read.
“We ask your administration to take
several necessary steps to ensure
the safety of the Ukrainian people

and a robust resettlement program
for Ukrainian refugees within the
United States.
“Refugees who have fled
Ukraine are currently housed in
temporary shelters throughout
European countries including
Poland,
Hungary,
Slovakia,
Moldova and Romania, many with
no idea where they will go or what
their lives will look like in the coming months and years. For example,
reporting has indicated that cities in
Poland are struggling to house and
feed these refugees, in which two
Ukrainians enter Poland every three
seconds, and the millions of
Ukrainian refugees who have
already arrived in Poland would
create the country’s second-largest
city. Indeed, these countries face
immense burdens as a result, with
Europe facing its worse refugee crisis since World War II. The burden
of sheltering and settling refugees
cannot fall solely on European
countries. America must also do its
part.”

Fine Wines, Champagnes & Spirits!
Nice Selection of Craft Beer too!
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
Don’t Drink & Drive!

22 March 31, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Innovate Beverly Hills is upcoming Hepatitis vaccine recommended
From page 1

From page 1
lishments but said a concept by
chef Daniel Boulud is among
them. “There’s a lot of exciting
stuff happening here that we, as a
city, should be extremely [excited
about]. I think we’re fortunate, as
opposed to what some other cities
are going through.”
While crime has been problematic for area businesses, he praised
the Beverly Hills Police
Department for its efforts to control crime in the city. Johnson said
the city has “some pretty big
plans” to combat crime that will be
announced in the coming weeks.
“Look, it’s still one of the safest
cities in the country,” he said. “We
have [two] of the best, if not the
best, police and fire [departments],
hands-down.”
Johnson also praised the city’s
extension of its outdoor dining
program and willingness to promote more rooftop dining.
“We have an awful lot to be
grateful for,” he added.
Johnson said the chamber anticipates more than 400 guests,
which would be the organization’s

photo by Sean Daniels of DVR Productions

More than 400 people are expected to attend the chamber’s Innovate
Beverly Hills event at The Wallis.

largest in-person event in two
years.
Innovate Beverly Hills will be
held from 4:30-8:30 p.m. on April
6. Participants include Erin
Bonner, of Bentley Motors; Dr.
Soniya Ghandi, vice president of

Commission releases film report
The California Film Commission
on March 18 joined the Los
Angeles Economic Development
Corp., Motion Picture Association,
elected officials and production
industry leaders to announce the
findings of a new study that analyzes the state’s Film and
Television Tax Credit Program.
“We doubled the Film and
Television Tax Credit Program last
year because it’s brought productions to California, generated tens
of billions of dollars in economic
activity and supported over 110,000
jobs,” Gov. Gavin Newsom said.
“No matter what you’re watching,
whether it’s nominated for an Oscar
or streaming on your TV, we’re
making sure it’s filmed right here in
California.”
The film commission provided
data used by the LAEDC to assess
the program’s economic impact and
return-on-investment. Data covered
the second generation of the tax
credit program – dubbed Program
2.0 – that was in effect from July
2015 to June 2020. It has since been
followed by Program 3.0.
Program 2.0 allocated $330 million per year in tax credits to fight
“runaway production” and grow
film/TV
production-related
employment and spending across
the state.
The LAEDC’s analysis focused
on key metrics, including economic
output, labor income and tax revenues returned to state and local
government.
The findings show that for every
tax credit dollar allocated, the state
benefitted from at least $24.40 in
economic output, $16.14 in gross

domestic product, $8.60 in wages
and $1.07 in state and local tax revenues.
In all, Program 2.0 generated a
total of $21.9 billion in economic
output and $961.5 million in state
and local tax revenue over its fiveyear run.
“Our uniquely targeted tax credit
program enables us to level the
playing field, fight runaway production and deliver a significant
value to taxpayers,” film commission executive director Colleen Bell
said. “Our program welcomes bigbudget films, small-budget indies
and everything in between. It has
also been very successful with TV
production, incentivizing new and
recurring projects while prompting
dozens of series to relocate here
from other states and nations.”
Projects that filmed in California
under Program 2.0 included current
Oscar-nominated films “Licorice
Pizza,” “Being the Ricardos,”
“Tragedy of Macbeth” and “King
Richard,” which together generated
$82.7 million in wages to belowthe-line workers and payments to
vendors over a combined 174 filming days in California.
Other Program 2.0 projects
include the current and upcoming
releases “Winning Time: The Rise
of the Lakers Dynasty,” “The
Dropout,”
“Euphoria,”
“Westworld” and “Top Gun:
Maverick.” Earlier projects were
“Captain Marvel,” “Space Jam 2,”
“Birds of Prey,” “Bumblebee” and
“A Star is Born.”
The high-profile projects promote film-related tourism, drawing
visitors from around the world.

LADWP offers clothes washer rebate
As California enters a third year
of drought, the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power is
offering a 25% increase to its highefficiency clothes washer rebate,
from $400 to $500, as well as a
more than 65% increase to its
water-efficient toilet rebate, from
$150 to $250. For business customers, the rebate for low-flush toilets increased from $250 to $300.
The increased rebates are avail-

able now to all LADWP customers
and will translate into ongoing,
monthly bill savings for customers
who take advantage of replacing
their less efficient appliances and
fixtures.
High-efficiency clothes washers
use up to 55% less water than standard ones, reducing water use by
more than 11,000 gallons a year,
while rebate-eligible toilets use
more than 30% less water than less

medical affairs for Cedars-Sinai;
former Dodgers general manager
Ned Coletti; and Giacomino
Drago, of Drago Restaurant
Group.
For information, visit beverlyhillschamber.com.
Such tourist-related “follow-on”
economic activity has a significant
economic impact but is not calculated in the LAEDC report.
Program 3.0 started in July 2020.
Despite launching during the pandemic, it is achieving its goals, as
affirmed by the most recent round
of film tax credit projects
announced on Feb. 28. The projects
are on-track to generate nearly
$440 million in wages to belowthe-line workers and payments to
in-state vendors.
Beyond the financial impacts that
are the focus of the LAEDC’s
report, Program 3.0 delivers additional benefits to Californians. For
example, the California Film
Commission’s Career Pathways
Program, which is funded entirely
by projects in the tax credit program, trains entry-level workers for
a wide range of production-related
jobs and is very effective at reducing the economic, geographic and
social barriers to career success.
Last year’s passage of Senate Bill
144 added an additional $75 million per year in funding (for two
years) for recurring TV series and
$15 million per year (also for two
years) for relocating TV series.
The bill, which Newsom signed
on July 21, also creates a separate
tax credit program to incentivize
the development of much-needed
production infrastructure and help
ensure the industry’s workforce
reflects California’s diversity. The
California Film Commission will
launch the California Soundstage
Filming Tax Credit Program later
this year as a new tool to expand
film/TV production infrastructure
and workforce inclusion.
For
information,
visit
film.ca.gov.
efficient models.
For LADWP’s large commercial
customers,
LADWP
also
announced in January an eight-fold
rebate increase of up to $2 million
to the department’s Technical
Assistance Program. TAP is a
financial incentive program for
large water conservation projects,
such as upgrades to cooling towers,
that help multifamily, commercial
and industrial building customers to
conserve water.
For
information,
visit
ladwp.com/save or ladwp.com/cwr.

“We sent out an alert to patrons
who had visited,” said Dr. Dawn
Terashita, who serves as the associate director of acute communal disease control at the county health
department.
The county offered a free vaccination clinic from on March 27-29
for anyone who was concerned they
might have been exposed.
The department has previously
warned of hepatitis A outbreaks
within Los Angeles County.
“We have had various outbreaks
through the years,” Terashita said.
“It is a particular problem within
the homeless community.”
Additionally, people who use
illicit or recreational drugs, have
traveled to countries where hepatitis A is common, men who have sex
with men or those who live with
someone who has the disease are
considered at a higher risk.
“Hepatitis A is a disease that can
cause a liver infection, but it is easily preventable with a vaccine. So,
if you are concerned about possible
exposure, contact your health care
provider,” Terashita said.
Vaccination is currently required
for children, and it is recommended
by the department for individuals
who did not receive immunization.
“If you are older or born before
the recommendation went into
effect, you may or may not be vaccinated,” Terashita explained.
The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention began recommending the hepatitis A vaccine for children in 1996.
According to Terashita, it is a
fecal orally transmitted disease,
which means an infected individual
can easily transmit the virus
through handling food and drink.
Infected food workers, therefore,
are likely to pass on the virus to
patrons.
Symptoms include fever, fatigue,
weakness, loss of appetite, nausea,
stomach pain, vomiting, jaundice,
dark urine, diarrhea and pale stools.
Symptoms for mild cases may last
a few weeks, but severe cases can
linger for several months.
The department said that hepatitis A can also be spread through
sexual contact with an infected
individual; sharing needles, pipes
and other items when using drugs;

touching objects an infected person
has handled; or not washing hands
after exposure to stool or the diaper
of an infected individual.
A two-shot vaccination is recommended by the department, with
the immunizations six months
apart. A local clinic or doctor who
offers the hepatitis A vaccination
can be found by calling 211.
Sunlife Organics did not respond
to requests for comment.

Bill may overturn
Citizens United
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DCalif.) on March 24 introduced a
constitutional amendment to overturn the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision and allow for reasonable restrictions on corporate
campaign contributions and other
spending.
In 2010, the Supreme Court
ruled in Citizens United v. Federal
Election Commission that corporations and special interest groups
could spend nearly unlimited funds
on election campaigns, Schiff said.
In the decade since, outside
groups spent more than $4.4 billion
in federal elections – nearly $1 billion of which was untraceable
“dark money” – with some of the
biggest contributors coming from
Wall Street, the pharmaceutical
industry and the National Rifle
Association.
It would also allow states to enact
public campaign financing systems,
which can restrict the influence of
corporate and private wealth.
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

INCOME TAX

ALL YEAR
INCOME TAX

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW CLIENTS

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036

WEST HOLLYWOOD

Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program.

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

as seen on YouTube!

HANDYMAN
HONEST HANDYMAN
DOES IT ALL
Serving the Westside for 32 years
• Plumbing • Electrical
• Roofing • Tile • Flooring
• Painting • A/C Repair
Carpentry • Drywall
• Windows • Decks
• Kitchen & Bath Specialist

FORT CONSTRUCTION
General Contractors
Call Manny

(310)729-9612
(424)284-3314

Lic#465817 Bonded • Insured

fortconstructionla.com

Advertise and reach
thousands of readers
at BeverlyPress.com
for only $8/M
impressions.
Editor’s Note:
Police Blotter was not
available this week and
will resume next week.

Ways to subscribe

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Slender instrument
5. Ship’s front
9. Executors
14. Air France airport
15. Defaulter's comeuppance
16. International court site, with “The”
17. Nap
18. Heaven on earth
19. Not separately
20. Causing widespread panic
23. Family moniker
24. Afternoons and evenings, briefly
25. Narcotic drug
29. ___ Raton, Fla.
31. Clock std.
34. Army attack helicopter
35. Deep laugh
36. Comic Johnson
37. Shake in the face of danger
40. Plane arrival times
41. “Alice’s Restaurant” singer ___
Guthrie
42. Himalayan inhabitants
43. Cruise or Selleck
44. Tidal motions
45. Program producing pop-ups
46. Drink from hops
47. Midpoint, abbr.
48. Awful anonymous monster
56. Washington DC's school of ballet
57. Water carrier

58. Gathering
59. Toughen up
60. Distinctive style
61. ___ fixe
62. Republic since 1990
63. Highest volcano in Europe
64. Job application nos.
Down
1. A word for the unfortunate
2. ___-a-brac
3. Earthen pot
4. Ogler
5. Infant born early
6. Makeovers, essentially
7. Start the betting
8. Actor B. D. of “Law & Order: S.V.U.”
9. Greg’s mate, in a sitcom
10. Caravan’s stopover
11. “Ghostbusters” character
12. Crosspiece
13. Recognize
21. Cornerstone abbr.
22. Noted Florida theme park
25. Group of eight
26. Portuguese city
27. Construction girder
28. Up in ___ (outraged)
29. Gets the ball rolling?
30. Toledo’s state
31. Actress Garbo
32. Way up

33. Concise in speech
35. Parsley or sage
36. Not many
38. Tag
39. Electric starter?
44. Craps roll
45. Goddess with a European capital
named for her
46. Love in Rome
47. Political buff’s channel
48. Prime-time hour

49. Cuckoopint, etc.
50. Fencing sword
51. Sedimentary material
52. Diamond stats.
53. Magenta and carmine
54. Roasting chamber
55. Bakery selections
56. Critical

answers on page 22
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