
A 44-year-old South Los 
Angeles man pleaded guilty on 
Feb. 28 to starting a fire at 
Pizzeria Mozza on May 30, 2020, 
during civil unrest that occurred 
throughout the Los Angeles area 
in the wake of the murder of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis.  

Mario Ernesto Alvarado plead-
ed guilty to one count of arson of 
a commercial building and faces 

up to 20 years in federal prison 
when he is sentenced on June 27. 
Alvarado was among a group of 
people who broke into the pizze-
ria at Melrose and Highland 
avenues and vandalized and loot-
ed the business, authorities said.  

The defendant sprayed a flam-
mable liquid in the Mozza2Go 
portion of the restaurant and lit a 
fire that caused approximately 
$300,000 in damage, according to 

The Beverly Hills City Council 
on March 1 extended its OpenBH 
program, a temporary measure cre-
ated in June 2020 to help businesses 
expand their operations outdoors in 
the midst of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  

According to a staff report, the 
program was set to expire on March 
31, but council members opted to 
extend OpenBH, which is offered 
to businesses at no charge, through 
the end of this year. They also dis-
cussed whether to extend the out-
door dining tents located in the 100 
block of North Canon Drive.  

“In my view, outdoor dining is a 
clear benefit,” Mayor Robert 
Wunderlich said. “It’s greatly 
enjoyed by many. There were 
naysayers at the time, but it has 
been very well received. Actually, I 
think this can and should be regard-
ed as an example in which some-
times it takes experiencing things 
for people to understand that they 
may like it.”  

According to a staff report, the 
city has granted OpenBH permits to 

136 businesses since 2020, and 85 
are currently using the program to 
expand their operations outdoors. 
Of those, 74 are restaurants or 
hotels.   

Additionally, in February 2021, 
the council approved a temporary 
street closure on North Canon 
Drive to allow two restaurants – 
Spago and NusrEt – to build dining 
tents in order to offer outdoor din-
ing. In September, the council 
approved an extension of the tents 
through March 31.   

Robert Hayman, who oversees 
the 190 N. Canon Drive property 
known as the Hayman Building, 
said the NusrEt tent has become a 
deterrent for prospective tenants. 
He said the building typically oper-
ates near capacity, but occupancy 
has dropped 21% over the last year. 
Tenants do not like the tent, lack of 
access and visibility, trash and 
noise, Hayman said.   

“During the pandemic … we 
jumped at the chance to help our 
friends, our neighbors,” he added. 
“Sadly and unfortunately, today it 
feels like we offered a hand, but 

See OpenBH page 21

The Fairfax High School boys 
basketball team defeated the 
King/Drew Golden Eagles 76-64 on 
Feb. 26 to win the City Section Open 
Division title, the team’s first cham-
pionship under coach Reggie Morris 
Jr.   

However, the team’s hopes of a 
state title run were derailed on 
March 1, when the Lions lost at 
home to JSerra Catholic High 
School, 70-68. Fairfax finished the 
year 16-7 with a 10-0 record in the 
Western League.  

“We haven’t won this title in 
three years, so this is something 
that’s really wonderful for our 
school,” Fairfax athletic director 
Shane Cox said. “We’re extremely 
proud of our young people and 
extremely proud of our coach.”  

He said the Lions begin each 
season with aspirations of making 
it to the Open Division champi-
onship.   

“Those are the expectations they 
put on themselves,” Cox added.  

Against King/Drew, Fairfax took 
a 37-20 lead into halftime and 
never let up, despite a 44-point sec-
ond half by the Golden Eagles.  

Cox said the title was Reggie 
Morris Jr.’s second, having won a 
state championship while coaching 

Redondo Union High School in 
2013.  

Two days later, the Lions faced 
JSerra Catholic, a 20-win team. 
Fairfax trailed early and went in to 
the third quarter with a 10-point 
deficit. The Lions battled back and 
took the lead in the fourth, but they 
couldn’t regain it again after trailing 
by two with 23.3 seconds remain-
ing.   

Although the loss ended their sea-
son, the Lions had an impressive 
year after starting 5-6. Beginning 

with a 57-56 victory against 
Palisades on Jan. 21, Fairfax won 11 
straight games – including the Open 
Division championship – before 
falling to JSerra Catholic.   

Cox said the team’s resilience is a 
testament to the coaching staff, and 
that there is plenty of reason for opti-
mism for the Lions moving forward.   

“A good portion of our players 
were underclassmen, so we’re going 
to return a lot of talent with this 
group,” he said. “We’re really excit-
ed about the future.”  

The Russian invasion of 
Ukraine and the attacks on its peo-
ple has prompted an outpouring of 
support in the Los Angeles 
Ukrainian community.   

“Everybody is somehow deal-
ing with it in their own way,” 
Father Vasile Sauciur of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral of 
Saint Vladimir said. “Most of all 
people are just very sad. Nobody 
expected so much hate and mad-
ness from this ... I don’t know if I 
want to call him a man,” Sauciur 
said, referring to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.  

Sauciur’s East Hollywood 
parish saw an uptick in attendance 
for its Sunday service on Feb. 27, 
as members of the Ukrainian 
American community in Los 
Angeles turned to faith for hope 
and solace.  

“It’s a different atmosphere,” 
Sauciur continued. “It’s like 
everybody’s shocked. Nobody 
wants to admit it.”  

Many in the community still 
have family in Ukraine. Sauciur 
counted himself lucky, expressing 
relief that his mother-in-law was 
safe in a rural section of the coun-

try, but he said that others in the 
congregation are not so fortunate.  

“Some of them can’t even get in 
touch with their relatives,” he 
added.  

As Los Angeles County’s 
Ukrainian citizens deal with the 
ongoing conflict, local leaders and 
state officials have released a 
steady stream of condemnations.  

On Tuesday, the Beverly Hills 
City Council unanimously 
approved a resolution stating their 
opposition to the Russian attack, 
calling it an “unjustified, unpro-
voked, premeditated, uncivilized, 
evil, barbaric, abhorrent and inhu-
mane Russian invasion of Ukraine 
by the oppressive Putin regime.”  
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The Fairfax Lions won their first title in three years with a victory over 
King/Drew on Feb. 26. 

n Program continues through Dec. 31
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A police vehicle is parked in front of the Cathedral of Saint Vladimir, 
which serves the Ukrainian Orthodox community. 

By AAron Blevins                 

See Ukraine page 21
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A plaque signifying owner Nancy Silverton’s resolve to reopen after 
the fire at Mozza is affixed to a piece of burned wood that remains at 
the restaurant. 

See Mozza page 22
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Brain fitness 
Belmont Village Senior Living is
holding a webinar titled “Whole
Brain Fitness: A Road Map to
Successful Aging” with vice presi-
dent of program development
Beverly Sanborn on Thursday,
March 3, at noon. Sanborn, a geron-
tologist and memory care expert for
Belmont Village, will discuss main-
taining cognitive function, even
after changes or decline have start-
ed. Reservations requested. bel-
montvillage.com/webinar/whole-
brain-fitness. 

Legal careers 
webinar 
Faith and Community
Empowerment is holding a webinar
on careers in the legal field on
Friday, March 4, at 5 p.m., via Zoom.
The webinar is part of the AAPI
Career Pathways Speaker Series for
people ages 14-24 and will provide
mentorship opportunities. FACE
President Hyepin Im and Edward
Yen, assistant executive officer of
the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors Executive Office, will
moderate the conversation with Jane
Yang, central operations division
chief of the Office of the Alternate
Public Defender; deputy district
attorney Mark Lee; and Carol
Chung, clinical supervisor for the
L.A. Department of Health Services.
Admission is free but reservations
are required. zoom.us/meeting/regis-
ter/tJcrcuitrDsvHdFT4Raq2UTI1Qv
kC4KIbSBp.

‘Selected Shorts’ 
Enjoy two performances of
“Selected Shorts: It Takes Two” on
Saturday, March 5, at 4 and 7 p.m. at
the Getty Center. The hit public
radio show and podcast “Selected
Shorts” returns to the Getty with

classic and contemporary short fic-
tion featuring a pair of strong char-
acters that push one another to unex-
pected conclusions. Nate Corddry
hosts the 4 p.m. show, and Kirsten
Vangsness hosts the 7 p.m. produc-
tion. Tickets are $20. Harold M.
Williams Auditorium at the Getty
Center, 1200 Getty Center Drive.
getty.edu. 

Art exhibits 
Thinkspace Projects is hosting three
solo shows from Saturday, March 5,
through Saturday, March 26, includ-
ing “Without Ornament” by Victoria
Cassinova, “Blue City” by Langston
Allston and
“Seesaw” by
Young-Ji Cha.
Cassinova pre-
sents her first
major solo
show, which
focuses on
engaging bod-
ies, many of which are nudes with
monstrous faces. Cha’s debut solo
show is seemingly whimsical yet
underscored by tropes of morality,
life and death, and Allston’s exhibit
is an ode to New Orleans. An open-
ing reception will be held on March
5, from 6-10 p.m. 4217 W. Jefferson
Blvd. thinkspaceprojects.com.  

‘The Equality of
Night and Day’ 
UCLA’s Center for the Art of
Performance welcomes award-win-
ning choreographer Ronald K.
Brown and his company Evidence
performing “The Equality of Night
and Day: First Glimpse and Upside
Down” on Saturday, March 5, at 8
p.m. in Royce Hall. The new work
challenges the presumptions of bal-
ance, equity and fairness with respect
to young people, women and people
of color. The piece features an origi-

nal score by jazz
pianist Jason
Moran and spo-
ken word by
educator and
activist Angela
Davis. Tickets
start at $36.
10745 Dickson Court. (310)825-
2101, cap.ucla.edu. 

‘Celestial Events’ 
IAMA Theatre Company returns to
in-person performances with the
world premiere of “Celestial Events,”
a new, ensemble-inspired comedy
running from Saturday, March 5,
through Monday, March 14, at Actors
Company L.A. Tickets are $20. See
schedule for showtimes. 916 N.
Formosa Ave. iamatheatre.com.  

American Youth
Symphony 
Music director Carlos Izcaray leads
the American Youth Symphony in its
return to the Walt Disney Concert Hall
on Sunday, March 6, at 7:30 p.m. The
AYS will perform as part of the LA
Phil’s Sounds About Town series. The
concert includes works by Izcaray and
Tchaikovsky, as well as Brian Raphael
Nabors, Jennifer Higdon, Unsuk Chin
and Jimmy Lopez. Tickets start at $16.
111 S. Grand Ave. (310)470-2332,
aysymphony.org. 

BH Chamber
blood drive 
The Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce is seeking donors for a
community blood drive on Monday,
March 7, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the
chamber’s boardroom. Donors must
be 16 and older, or have consent
from a parent or guardian. 9400 S.
Santa Monica Blvd., second floor.
members.beverlyhillschamber.com.

CALENDAR

Council District 5 Candidate Forum
March 21st 7:00pm

The HPHOA is hosting a 
virtual Council District 5 
Candidate Forum on 
Monday, March 21st a 7PM.  
We will be hearing from 
three candidates:  Sam 
Yebri, Katy Yaroslavsky and 
Jimmy Biblarz.  

The quality of service we receive from the City depends 
on our Councilperson, so choosing the right represen-
tative is vitally important.  Join us on March 21st to learn 
who the candidates are, what their plans would be for 
our neighborhoods, what are the issues they consider 
important and, And Most Important:  Why we should 
vote for them: 

Join us for the Town Hall hosted by the 
Hancock Park HOA 

Hear from CD5 Candidates: 

Sam Yebri 
Katy Yaroslavsky 

Jimmy Biblarz

Click the Zoom Link below to join the 
Town Hall: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/ 81865479225 

The Association is continuing to work with the City in 
repaving some of our more problematic, concrete, 
streets.  Drive down the 500 block of Lillian Way to see 
the repaved (in concrete!) part of the street.  Thank you 
Councilperson Koretz and City Services! 

And Stay Safe:  Subscribe to one of the neighborhood 
private security services, alert your neighbors and the 
police if you see something suspicious.  Leave outside 
lights on overnight.  Lock your car.  Lock your house. 
Set the alarm if you have one and consider installing 
one if you don’t.  Stay alert on walks and while getting 
in and out of your car.  Walk with a friend when possible. 

Please see our website at 
www.HancockPark.org!  

Join a committee! Come to a Zoom Meeting! 
Participate! We are all volunteers!

The city of West Hollywood is
accepting nominations for its 2022
Rainbow Key Awards, which recog-
nize people who have made outstand-
ing contributions to the lesbian and
gay community. 

Nominations may be submitted via
the city’s website at weho.org/rain-
bowkey. Nomination forms are due
by Monday, March 28. The awards
presentations are scheduled to take
place virtually in June, which is Pride
Month. 

Since 1993, the city of West
Hollywood has presented Rainbow
Key Awards to individuals and
groups that have gone above and
beyond in their service to the

LGBTQ community. Contributions
have come in many forms, including
the arts, community service, humani-
tarian action, sports, medicine, armed
services, leadership potential and
benefit to the global gay and lesbian
community. Past honorees have
included activists, artists, civic lead-
ers, educators and community organi-
zations. 

Nominations will be reviewed by
the West Hollywood Lesbian and
Gay Advisory Board, and recom-
mendations for honorees will be
referred to the West Hollywood City
Council for final approval. 

For information, call (323)848-
6574 or email mmarquez@weho.org. 

Nominations accepted for 
WeHo Rainbow Key Awards 

The city of West Hollywood has
announced several events for its
Pride month celebration. Highlights
include the pride parade, which will
occur along Santa Monica
Boulevard on Sunday, June 5. The
parade will be the focal point of the
WeHo Pride Weekend, which will
take place between Friday, June 3
and Sunday, June 5. 

The weekend will feature OUT-
LOUD: Raising Voices, a concert
series produced by JJLA. Beginning
on Harvey Milk Day, which is

Sunday, May 22, and running
through Thursday, June 30, the WeHo
Pride LGBTQ Arts Festival will be
live at various locations throughout
the city, and it will also feature select-
ed online programming. 

Additionally, the city of West
Hollywood is inviting community
groups to take part in WeHo Pride
2022. It has launched a submission
form for applications from commu-
nity groups that wish to participate
in WeHo Pride at weho.city/apply-
wehopride.

West Hollywood announces 
schedule for Pride events

Runners in the 2022 Los Angeles
Marathon Presented by Asics will
be making their way through the
city of West Hollywood on Sunday,
March 20, as part of a 26.2-mile
Stadium to the Stars course.  

Celebrating its 37th anniversary,
the Los Angeles Marathon will
return to its regularly scheduled
annual March date after having
been held in November 2021 due to
COVID-19 pandemic delays.  

The marathon course will begin,
once again, at Dodger Stadium and
will conclude at Century Park in
Century City, as it did last year. The
portion of the route that runs
through the city of West Hollywood
remains unchanged. 

The Los Angeles Marathon route
for 2022 will guide runners west-
bound into the city of West
Hollywood along Sunset Boulevard
at Marmont Lane, just west of
North Crescent Heights Boulevard.
From the Sunset Strip, runners will
go south onto North San Vicente
Boulevard, west onto Santa Monica
Boulevard and south onto North
Doheny Drive, where they will
enter the city of Beverly Hills at

Beverly Boulevard. The marathon
will run through West Hollywood
between miles 14 and 15 of the
course. 

To ensure the safety of the large
numbers of Los Angeles Marathon
runners, there will be several street
closures in the city of West
Hollywood 4 a.m. to 2 p.m.; crews
will work to reopen roads to vehicle
traffic as quickly as possible as the
marathon moves through the city. 

There will closures along Sunset
Boulevard between Marmont Lane
and Clark Street/North San Vicente
Boulevard, North San Vicente
Boulevard between Sunset
Boulevard and Melrose Avenue,
Santa Monica Boulevard between
La Cienega Boulevard and North
Doheny Drive, and North Doheny
Drive between Santa Monica
Boulevard and Beverly Boulevard. 

Parking will be strictly prohibited
along the Los Angeles Marathon
route.

For additional information
regarding the 2022 Los Angeles
Marathon Presented by Asics, call
(213)542-3000, or visit lama-
rathon.com.  

Marathon runs through WeHo

https://hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org


The Beverly Hills City Council 
and the Beverly Hills Unified 
School District already collaborate 
in many ways, but both entities are 
looking to kick it up a notch with 
the creation of a task force to 
enhance early education opportuni-
ties and other programming.  

During its study session on 
March 1, the City Council instruct-
ed staff to continue developing the 
relationship, expanding upon the 
City Council liaison/BHUSD com-
mittee meetings that have already 
been held.   

“The genesis for this started with 
the thought of trying to explore 
additional means [for] the schools 
and the city to collaborate,” Mayor 
Robert Wunderlich said. “The 
schools already are a tremendous 
draw, a tremendous benefit for our 
city. But, the thought was that that 
could be even more true.”  

According to a staff report, in 
July 2021, Gov. Gavin Newsom 
signed Assembly Bill 130, which 
established universal transitional 
kindergarten in California. 
Although the BHUSD has offered 
transitional kindergarten since 
2011, the district was presented 
with options on how to implement 
the state requirements.  

During a special board meeting on 
Feb. 17, BHUSD Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Bregy said the state 
is requiring school districts to offer 
transitional kindergarten to children 
whose fourth birthday occurs by 
Sept. 1 by the 2025-26 school year.   

Prior to Feb. 17, the district 
offered transitional kindergarten to 
students whose fifth birthday falls 
between Aug. 1 and Dec. 31. The 
district could stagger its deadlines 
leading up to 2025-26, or it could 
begin enrolling students whose fifth 
birthday occurs before June 30 next 
school year.  

District officials said staggering 
the deadlines could lead to annual 
facility changes and operational 
changes that could frustrate parents.   

On Feb. 22, the BHUSD Board of 
Education voted unanimously to 
approve the June 30 deadline, mean-
ing more transitional kindergarten 
students could be enrolled in 
Beverly Hills schools in the near 
future.   

“We’re fortunate that our students 
come in ready to learn, and this is 
just an exciting opportunity for us to 
be able to identify our earliest and 
youngest learners to provide a more 
academic approach to their transi-
tional kindergarten years,” Bregy 
said.   

Also on Feb. 17, the council liai-
son/BHUSD committee met to dis-
cuss the transitional kindergarten 
program and determined that further 
collaboration between both the City 
Council and the district could be 
beneficial to all involved.  

Wunderlich, who is one of the 
council liaisons to the school district 
along with Councilman Lester 
Friedman, said Beverly Hills 
schools are among the benefits of 
living in the city, despite the high 
cost of living.   

“What our discussion moved 
toward was trying to make that even 
more of an integrated whole, then be 
a pathway that kids could start in 
pre-K, maybe even childcare, and 
move all the way through the sys-
tem,” Wunderlich added.  

Friedman said many families, like 
his, are drawn to Beverly Hills 
because of its police and fire depart-
ments and its schools.   

“One of the things that I’ve felt, 

over the years, that has been lacking 
is we don’t start the programs early 
enough,” he said, adding that he 
believes additional early education 
programs will attract more families 
to move to Beverly Hills.   

Councilman Julian Gold said the 
relationship between the city and the 
school district has had its “ups and 
downs,” but the task force proposal 
presents both entities with opportu-
nities to take advantage of the posi-
tive relationship that currently exists 
between the two.  

“We both serve residents of the 
city, so it makes all the sense in the 
world,” he said. “I think it’s a great 
idea.”  

Councilman John Mirisch sug-
gested that the city and school dis-
trict develop a curriculum that could 
replace some of the city’s programs 

for children, but they would be man-
aged by the BHUSD and would be 
free to families.   

“Parents shouldn’t have to wait 
until a child is about to turn five. ... 
We should make it even easier for 
them and coordinate with the school 
district,” he added.  

Vice Mayor Lili Bosse said the 
task force should consist of parents 
and residents, and that it should be 
formed as quickly as possible.  

“I would just say, let’s try and get 
this done yesterday,” she said.   

Wunderlich said the City Council 
liaison/BHUSD committee may 
need to meet once more to further 
refine the proposal and determine 
who they would like to serve on the 
task force.  

“I think we have the buy-in that 
we need to continue,” he added.  
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Melody Zarabi is among the BHUSD parents looking forward to enrolling 
her child in transitional kindergarten.  

City, BHUSD may form education task force

The West Hollywood-Beverly 
Hills Democratic Club on Feb. 24 
held its annual board elections, and 
Lillian Raffel was elected presi-
dent.  

Chris Bowen will serve as the 
political affairs vice president, Tai 
Esteban Sunnanon will be the 
administrative vice president, 
Virgina Mass was elected secre-
tary/historian and Howard 
Goldstein was elected controller. 
Raffel will also serve as the mem-
bership vice president.   

The West Hollywood 

Democratic Club was founded 
1985 following West Hollywood’s 
incorporation. In 2005, local 
activists in Beverly Hills formed 
Beverly Hills Democrats as part of 
efforts to establish a grassroots 
Democratic club. The groups 
merged in 2009 to create the West 
Hollywood-Beverly Hills 
Democratic Club. They are offi-
cially chartered by the Los Angeles 
County Democratic Party and the 
California Democratic Party.   

For information, visit 
wehodems.org.  

Democratic club elects officers  

http://beverlyhills.org/citymanager/newsroom/vanityfairpostacademyawardspartyreturnstobeverlyhills/web.jsp?NFR=1
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Police in Beverly Hills are search-
ing for three suspects who attempted
to rob a victim shortly after 3 p.m. on
Feb. 25 in the 200 block of South
Beverly Drive. 

Beverly Hills Police Department
Lt. Giovanni Trejo said two male
suspects approached a victim as he
was standing next to his Ferrari and
attempted to steal a wristwatch. The
suspects and the victim struggled,

and the assailants fled without steal-
ing the watch, Trejo added. 

The incident was originally report-
ed to police as a carjacking, but after
speaking with the victim, officers
determined the suspects only
attempted to steal the watch and not
the Ferrari, Trejo said. After the brief
struggle, the suspects ran to a nearby
vehicle in which a driver was waiting
and the three individuals fled, he
added. 

The robbery remains under investi-

gation, and police have not linked it
to any other crimes, Trejo said. The
two male suspects who robbed the
victim were Black. One was wearing
a gray hooded sweatshirt. No further
information was available about the
other suspect or getaway driver. Trejo
said the suspects fled in a white SUV. 

Police patrols have been increased
and the BHPD is also using private
security patrols in the area. Anyone
with information is urged to call the
BHPD at (310)285-2125. 

Police seek suspects in robbery on Beverly Drive 

A 41-year-old gang member was
sentenced on Feb. 28 to five years in
federal prison for his role in a violent
robbery on March 4, 2021, on the
patio of Il Pastaio restaurant in
Beverly Hills. 

Marquise A. Gardon, of South Los
Angeles, was the third man sen-
tenced for the crime, in which two
male suspects robbed a man at gun-
point on the restaurant patio and stole
a Richard Mille wristwatch valued at
$500,000. The victim and one of the
suspects struggled during the rob-
bery and the gun fired, striking and
injuring a female patron. The
assailants fled but dropped the gun at
the scene and it was recovered by
police. The suspects were arrested in
May and have remained in custody
since. 

Gardon was the getaway driver,
authorities said. Two other men,
Malik Lamont Powell, 21, and Khai
McGhee, 18, who is also known as
Cameron Smith, were sentenced to
12 years in federal prison on Feb. 14
in connection with the robbery.
Powell and McGhee are believed to
have robbed the man on the restau-
rant patio. At sentencing, United

States District Judge John F. Walter
called the crime “outrageous and
unacceptable.” 

Powell and McGhee pleaded
guilty last September to three federal
felony counts of conspiracy to inter-
fere with commerce by robbery,
interference with commerce by rob-
bery, and using and discharging a
firearm during a crime of violence.
Gardon pleaded guilty last
September to felony counts of inter-

ference with commerce by robbery
and using and discharging a firearm
during a crime of violence. 

Authorities used security camera
footage and forensic evidence to
identify the suspects. Blood contain-
ing DNA evidence was recovered
from the victim’s shirt and linked to
McGhee. Powell owned a BMW
sedan that was seen on security cam-
era footage parked near the restau-
rant on the day of the robbery,
according to court documents, and
was believed to have been used as
the getaway vehicle. Investigators
determined Powell’s cell phone was
present in the area during the time of
the hold-up, and Powell also posted
messages on social media about the
wristwatch linking him to the crime,
authorities said. 

Police believe the suspects drove
to Beverly Hills on March 4, 2021,
with the intention of committing a
robbery and targeted the victim seat-
ed on Il Pastaio’s patio. The Richard
Mille wristwatch that was stolen has
not been recovered. 

The case was investigated by the
BHPD and the FBI. Anyone with
information about the crime is urged
to call the BHPD at (310)288-2656
and (310)285-2125. 

Third suspect sentenced for Beverly Hills robbery 

photo courtesy of the BHPD 

Marquise A. Gardon was sen-
tenced to five years in prison for
the robbery at Il Pastaio restaurant.

A woman from Hollywood and
man from Koreatown are facing
felony charges alleging they operated
a large-scale drug dealing operation
that distributed cocaine, ecstasy, oxy-
codone and other dangerous drugs to
customers throughout the Los
Angeles area, including a Beverly
Hills man who overdosed and died
after ingesting pills laced with fen-
tanyl in November 2020. 

Mucktarr Kather Sei, 36, of
Koreatown, was charged in a federal
grand jury indictment released on
Feb. 24 that alleges he delivered fen-
tanyl-laced oxycodone pills that led
to the death of Beverly Hills resident
Ray Mascolo. Mirela Todorova, also
known as Mimi, 33, of Hollywood,
allegedly orchestrated the drug-deliv-
ery service. She was charged last year
for possession with intent to distrib-
ute cocaine and MDMA,  and is cur-
rently being held without bond. Sei is
also being held pending an arraign-
ment on March 4. 

The indictment released on Feb. 24
charges Todorova and Sei with one
count of conspiracy to distribute and
possess with intent to distribute con-
trolled substances resulting in death,
and one count of distribution of fen-

tanyl resulting in death. The four-
count superseding indictment also
charges Todorova with the two previ-
ously alleged drug counts stemming
from the seizure of cocaine and
MDMA at her apartment in 2021. 

According to the indictment,
Todorova provided cellphones and
narcotics to Sei and other drivers to
deliver to customers. On Nov. 15-16,
2020, after Mascolo allegedly texted
orders for oxycodone pills to
Todorova, Sei allegedly delivered
pills laced with fentanyl that caused
Mascolo’s fatal overdose, authorities
allege.

Before and after the fatal overdose,
other drug customers raised concerns
about the authenticity of the pills that
Todorova and Sei allegedly distrib-
uted, according to the indictment.
Prior to Mascolo’s death, another cus-
tomer texted Todorova, “Yo mimi the
oxys are dirty,” complaining that oxy-
codone pills that were purchased
were laced with fentanyl, according
to the indictment. 

The charges carry a sentence of 20
years to life in federal prison. Anyone
with further information is urged to
call the DEA at (213)621-6700, or
visit dea.gov/submit-tip. 

Two face charges in drug dealing 
operation that resulted in death 

The Beverly Hills Police
Department has impounded
another vehicle allegedly
involved in a street takeover on
Feb. 18 at the intersection of
Canon Drive and Lomitas
Avenue. 

BHPD Lt. Giovanni Trejo con-
firmed that the California
Highway Patrol stopped a male
suspect who led them on a pursuit
on Feb. 25 that ended in South
Los Angeles. The vehicle the sus-
pect was driving was captured on
security camera footage partici-
pating in the street takeover in
Beverly Hills, and BHPD officials
distributed the license plate num-
ber and car’s description to other
law enforcement agencies, he
said. The CHP arrested the driver
on violations related to the police
pursuit and notified Beverly Hills
officers, who went to the scene
and impounded the car. No further
information was available about
the driver. 

“The big thing for us is that the
vehicle can be seized for 30
days,” Trejo added. “Our goal is
to identify people and vehicles so
we can connect individuals and
go after them criminally.
Impounding the vehicles is anoth-

er step we can take.” 
Trejo said the BHPD officers

impounded two additional vehi-
cles shortly after the street
takeover on Feb. 18, and arrested
five people for misdemeanor
vehicle infractions related to exhi-
bition of speed and engaging in
racing. Trejo did not know the sta-
tus of those cases. He said no
additional street takeovers have
occurred since the Feb. 18 inci-
dent. 

The city of Beverly Hills is also
considering ways to make the
intersection less attractive to peo-
ple who organize the takeovers, in
which vehicles perform stunts
while people watch and film
videos. Trejo said it is too early to
know what steps might be taken,
but added that the police depart-
ment will work with city engi-
neers to determine whether infra-
structure improvements may alle-
viate the problem. He also said
officers are watching the intersec-
tion. 

“There has definitely been an
increase in patrols in the area,”
Trejo said. “And it’s not just offi-
cers, but the private security we
have hired.” 

Anyone with information is
urged to call the BHPD at
(310)285-2125. 

BHPD vehicle seizure related 
to Feb. 18 street takeover 

photo courtesy of the BHPD

Police released images of the street takeover at Canon Drive and
Lomitas Avenue. Five people have been arrested and three cars
impounded in connection with the incident. 

By edwin folven                 

By edwin folven                 

By edwin folven                 

https://www.metro.net


Mayor signs energy agreement 
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As the anticipation builds over 
the completion of the 
Wilshire/Fairfax Metro Purple Line 
station, debate continues over 
where exactly the subway should 
continue its expansion. Last week, 
West Hollywood officials released 
a video on the city’s YouTube chan-
nel that showed what they believe 
would be the best option.  

The city is pushing the San 
Vicente-Fairfax alternative, an 
alternative to two other versions of 
the line that have been proposed, 
one dubbed the “Fairfax” and the 
other the “La Brea.” In the video, 
West Hollywood officials argue 
that its choice would serve six times 
as many people and three times as 
many jobs, citing a projection of 
90,000 riders each day. An estimat-
ed 324,000 residents would be 
reached, servicing almost 250,000 
jobs, 770 regional destinations and 
over 70,000 households with zero 
to one vehicles, city officials said.  

West Hollywood associate plan-
ner David Fenn said that the San 
Vicente-Fairfax option would better 
serve the community now, as cur-
rent economic and social growth 
projections show a great need 
throughout the vicinity.  

“We just wanted to start getting 
people thinking about how there 
really is a difference in these align-
ments,” Fenn said. “This is a deci-
sion that is going to have a major 
impact, not just to our community, 
but the whole region.”  

The San Vicente-Fairfax route 
would run north along Fairfax 
Avenue, turning west at Beverly 
Boulevard and ultimately traveling 
northwest along San Vicente 
Boulevard. From there, the line 
would travel east on Santa Monica 
Boulevard and meet the Red Line 
in Hollywood. There are several 
prominent businesses located along 
the potential line which would 

bring steady traffic to the public 
transit system.  

“You’d have service to Cedars-
Sinai, which is the sixth largest 
employer in the county,” Fenn said, 
pointing out that the hospital is not 
just a major job resource but an 
important health care provider in 
the area. “There’s also the heart of 
West Hollywood and the regional 
LGBTQ civic space ... the Metro 
property at division seven, and 
potential joint development oppor-
tunity there,” he added. Fenn also 
pointed out the expanded access to 
cultural destinations in Los 
Angeles like the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art, Museum 
Row, The Grove and the original 
Farmers Market. He cited the 
major developments happening 
along the potential route, including 
the Melrose Triangle and 
Robertson Lane development and 
the recent announcement of 
Cedars-Sinai's large-scale expan-
sion.  

Fenn said he was concerned 
about “making sure we put the kind 
of community amenities and 
resources around these stops that 
really should be there when we are 
talking about a 100-year invest-
ment.”  

West Hollywood has been work-
ing to promote the San Vicente- 
Fairfax route  for several years, but 
the process for approval has been 
slow going. In an effort to expedite 
the proceedings, the city has 
encouraged the use of public advo-
cacy with the hashtag #finishthe-
line.   

The La Brea alternative runs 
along La Brea Avenue into 
Hollywood, bypassing West 
Hollywood altogether. A further 
option would skirt through the 
eastern edge of the city, heading 
north along Fairfax Avenue, then 
turning east at Santa Monica 
Boulevard, again ultimately meet-
ing the Red Line in Hollywood.  

Fenn is hopeful that the route 
will be decided soon, although 
funding determines the length of 
time that decision might take.  

“It’s kind of a political decision 
how long this takes,” Fenn said. 
“Every time there’s an item at the 
Metro board for this project, we’re 
there fighting to move it forward.”  

Metro’s Westside/Central 
Service Council will meet on 
March 9 at 6 p.m. at the Metro 
Gateway Headquarters, located 
adjacent to Union Station in down-
town Los Angeles.  

L.A. Metro representatives were 
reached but unable to provide com-
ment by the time of publication.  

  

  
  

WeHo pushes for subway route expansion

Mayor Eric Garcetti on Feb. 23 
announced the completion of the 
Red Cloud Wind Project, a major 
renewable energy agreement that 
will provide enough clean energy 
to power roughly 222,300 homes 
in Los Angeles.  

The agreement will also boost 
the Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power’s clean energy 
portfolio by 6% – allowing the 
department to receive more than 
60% of its power from carbon-free 
sources this year.   

“If we’re going to make this 
decade one of exponential climate 
action, we need more than just 
bold goals and lofty long-term 
promises – we need real solutions 
and results today,” Garcetti said. 
“Bringing this state-of-the-art 
facility online makes it our largest 
wind project to date, providing 
clean energy for hundreds of thou-
sands of Angelenos and bringing 
us one major step closer to becom-
ing a city powered without fossil 
fuels.”  

Garcetti announced the mile-
stone at the grand opening of the 
New Mexico Western Spirit Wind 
Farm Complex, the single largest 
renewable energy project in U.S. 
history. The Red Cloud Wind pro-
ject, which is one of four projects 
at the complex, began commercial 
operation in December.   

Red Cloud is now generating up 
to 350 megawatts of new wind 
power daily, which saves 464,040 
metric tons of carbon emissions 

annually – the equivalent of 
removing nearly 100,000 gas-
fueled cars from the road per year.  

“The Red Cloud Wind Project is 
providing renewable wind power 
from New Mexico to Los Angeles, 
traveling along the same transmis-
sion line that once carried energy 
from a closed coal power plant. 
With this addition, LADWP is 
now securing more than 60% of its 
power supply from carbon-free 
energy resources,” said Cynthia 
McClain-Hill, president of the 
LADWP Board of Water and 
Power Commissioners. 
“Innovative and ambitious projects 
like this one, along with local clean 
energy programs for all of our cus-
tomers, are what will keep L.A. on 
track to not only achieve our 
renewable energy goals, but to do 
so equitably.”  

Garcetti has directed LADWP to 
attempt to reach a 100% clean 
energy grid by 2035. Since 2013, 
the share of Los Angeles’ electrici-
ty coming from renewable sources 
has more than doubled to 43%, 
compared to just 20% back in 
2013, which exceeds the state’s 
current target.   

In 2019, Garcetti announced the 
approval of power purchase agree-
ments for the Eland Solar and 
Storage Center – the largest solar 
and battery energy storage system 
in the U.S., capable of producing 
and holding enough energy to 
power 283,330 homes across Los 
Angeles.  

By rance collins                 

photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood
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Hollywood has always been a
place where hope springs eternal,
and even in the face of a pandemic
that caused tremendous hardship
and adversity, the community came
together in unprecedented ways,
Los Angeles Council President Pro
Tempore Mitch O’Farrell said. 

O’Farrell, 13th District, dis-
cussed that cohesion in remarks
during the Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce’s annual State of
Hollywood luncheon on Feb. 24 at
the Taglyan Cultural Center. The
address was not held last year due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, and
O’Farrell took the opportunity to
outline things he had accomplished
during the past two years. 

“Welcome back, Hollywood. We
are back,” O’Farrell told the cheer-
ing crowd. “When the pandemic
struck two years ago, no one cur-
rently living had any experience on
how to manage what was about to
come, and seemingly overnight, the
world changed. If you are like me,
you pivoted early on, adapted and
just kept going. It is human nature
to shift into survival mode, and that
is exactly what we did.” 

O’Farrell cited support for
renters and employees – groups that
were hard hit by the pandemic –
and stated that $300 million in fed-
eral, state and city government
funds were distributed. He said
work also continued behind-the
scenes on improvements to local
attractions, including the Heart of
Hollywood Initiative, a plan mak-
ing its way through the city process
that aims to create a more pedestri-
an-friendly environment along
Hollywood Boulevard and the
Walk of Fame. 

“Our work in Hollywood and
across the 13th District never
skipped a beat. We continued to
focus on the business of the district
and the city,” O’Farrell said. “Our
Heart of Hollywood Walk of Fame
master plan is very much in
progress. We received a $7 million
grant from L.A. Metro to bring
near-term improvements to the
Walk of Fame before the end of
next year. This is a dress rehearsal
for things to come in future rounds
of funding, which we are working
to identify. As we invest in these
improvements to the Walk of Fame,
the Hollywood community will be
at the center every step of the way.” 

O’Farrell also cited plans cur-

rently underway for a gateway to
the Little Armenia District, which
will include a monument on
CalTrans property on Hollywood
Boulevard, near the 101 Freeway
offramp. 

“For years, my office has worked
with the community to create the
Armenian Gateway, as hundreds of
thousands of motorists exit there
every year. When entering or leav-
ing Hollywood, it’s the first thing
they see,” O’Farrell said. “Part of
our process was bending the arc of
the rigid CalTrans engineering cul-
ture, and we almost had to change
state laws just to do this. The gate-
way structure is on the way up. This
intricate design of Armenian motifs
has never before been seen in other
art projects anywhere in the city of
Los Angeles. A festival celebrating
the opening of the gateway is being
planned for this year, and you will
all be invited.” 

The councilman said he was
proud the annual Hollywood
Christmas Parade was held in 2021
after a hiatus the previous year, and
said he thought it was the best
parade ever. He also mentioned
restorations currently underway at a
guest house that is part of
Hollyhock House, designed by
famed architect Frank Lloyd
Wright, in Barnsdall Art Park.
Hollyhock House is among a group
of buildings throughout the United
States designed by Wright that have
been included the list of UNESCO
World Heritage sites. 

O’Farrell also cited his efforts to
make permanent the “All Black
Lives Matter” message emblazoned
on the middle of Hollywood
Boulevard in rainbow letters fol-
lowing a historic June 2020 march
in Hollywood that attracted more
than 300,000 people. 

“The ‘All Black Lives Matter’
monument is a reminder that
Hollywood is and always will be an
inclusive, welcoming place,”
O’Farrell said.  

The 13th District added new
neighborhoods during the redis-
tricting process last fall, including

Sunset Square, Spaulding Square
and the Larchmont Village commu-
nity. O’Farrell welcomed new con-
stituents and said he is excited to
represent them. 

“The 13th District is now bigger
and better,” he added. 

O’Farrell also outlined chal-
lenges ahead and said addressing
homelessness and crime will
remain top priorities. 

“We have a spectrum of solutions
for people experiencing homeless-
ness in Hollywood, including three
A Bridge Home sites totaling about
220 beds, another shelter at the
Salvation Army accommodating 30
to 40 people, and last year, we pur-
chased an entire building on Orchid
[Avenue] near Hollywood and
Highland for the state’s Project
Homekey program, with a capacity
to house about 30 additional indi-
viduals,” O’Farrell said. 

He added that it is a misconcep-
tion that only luxury housing is
being built in Hollywood, and said
40% of the projects currently under
construction provide affordable
housing. 

“These are mixed-income pro-
jects for the most part, they just
look like luxury housing,” he
added. “No other neighborhood in
Los Angeles looks close to like
what we’re doing here in
Hollywood.” 

The councilman closed by
addressing an increase in crime.
O’Farrell said he supports the Los
Angeles Police Department and is
confident law enforcement officials

can bring crime numbers down. 
“We are all aware that crime con-

tinues at unacceptable levels across
the city. Hollywood is no excep-
tion. Angelenos understandably
have deep anxieties due to what I
would describe as a permissive
environment where people with
bad intentions have the impression
they can get away with doing what-
ever they want,” O’Farrell said.
“There is no such thing as a victim-
less crime. We must bring back
enhancements in prosecuting hate
related and violent crimes, and we
need to ensure that people who
assault others or barge in and terror-
ize innocent workers or store own-
ers, destroy property and just steal
whatever they want are apprehend-
ed and held accountable for the
harm they cause.” 

O’Farrell thanked Hollywood’s
business community and others in
attendance for keeping Hollywood
vibrant. At the end of the address, he
paid tribute to former Los Angeles
City Councilman Tom LaBonge,
who died in January 2021.

“Let’s take a moment for Mr.
Tom LaBonge. It’s hard to believe
we lost him a year ago in January,
but don’t you all feel his presence
in this room?” O’Farrell asked. “If
he were here … he would have all
of you on your feet. Tom had spe-
cial permission because he was a
special guy. He was able to say and
do things the rest of us mortals just
couldn’t. But now, he’s organizing
things up in heaven. Be safe, be
well, God bless Los Angeles, God
bless Hollywood and God bless the
United States of America.” 

O’Farrell brings community up to speed 
on current state of Hollywood 

photo by Edwin Folven 

Los Angeles Council President Pro Tempore Mitch O’Farrell gave his
State of Hollywood speech at the Taglyan Cultural Center. 

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm
Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market •  3rd & Fairfax 
 (323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

Peach 
Cherry 

Strawberry 
Key Lime 

Apple 
Pecan 

Peachberry 
Blueberry 

Lemon  
Meringue 
Chocolate 

Cream 
 Pies Baked   Pies Baked  
Fresh Daily! Fresh Daily! 

Available  Available  
at this price  at this price  

on March 14 !on March 14 !

Celebrate Pi Day!
A Whole Pie for $13.14 Or a Slice for $3.14 

Available for Dine-In or Pick Up

The state of the union is strong because you, the American people, 
are strong. 
We are stronger today than we were a year ago. 
And we’ll be stronger a year from now than we are today. 
This is our moment to meet and overcome the challenges  
of our time. 
And we will, as one people. 
One America. 
The United States of America. 
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1942 
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March 1, 2022 
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“Welcome back,
Hollywood. 

We are back.”
Mitch O’Farrell

Los Angeles Council 
President Pro Tempore 
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Attorney and community activist
Sam Yebri has never held elected
office, but the Westwood resident is
hopeful that will benefit him in his
bid for Los Angeles City Council,
which he believes could use a fresh
perspective to tackle the city’s
biggest problems. 

Yebri is among nine candidates
vying for the council’s 5th District
seat, which will be vacant after
Councilman Paul Koretz terms out
this year.  

“I’m running for City Council
because the city that I love – the
city that enabled my immigrant
family to live the American dream,
the city where my wife and I are
raising four young kids and where I
started a business – is in decline,”
said Yebri, who moved to L.A.
from Iran with his family when he
was a year old. “And I just don’t
think the same career politicians
and their staffers and their family
members are capable of turning
Los Angeles around.” 

He said the two biggest crises
currently facing the city are home-
lessness and crime, and it will take
“bold leadership” to alleviate the
issues.  

“I’m ready to step up and do
that,” Yebri added. “I think these
are the two issues on the minds of
every resident of the 5th District
and, frankly, everyone in Los
Angeles. These are the two issues
that our career politicians in office
are refusing to tackle with urgency
and common sense.” 

The Westwood resident said he’s
rolled out a five-point plan to
address homelessness that focuses
on investments to prevent people
from becoming unhoused. Yebri

referenced the city’s Prop. HHH
funding and said it should be used
to build interim housing, as
opposed to “very expensive” hous-
ing projects.  

“Affordability of housing is part
of the homelessness issue, which is
imperative now in a unique oppor-
tunity – with seven subway stations
coming in and around the 5th
District – to create more housing
near transit that’s affordable,” Yebri
added.  

Further, L.A. officials should
lobby the state to have mental
health laws altered, facilitate the
construction of more mental hospi-
tals and enforce the city’s anti-
camping laws, he said. That would
allow individuals to transition from
encampments to interim housing
and then, eventually, permanent
housing, while keeping public
spaces clean and accessible, Yebri
said. 

Additionally, he said he wants to
build more parks, enhance the
city’s libraries and address quality
of life issues – “basic things” that a
person would expect a city like
L.A. to provide, “which we’re not
doing a good job of at all right
now.” 

Yebri said the city’s infrastruc-
ture is “crumbling” and its streets
are “filthy.”  

“We deserve more from city gov-
ernment than we’re getting right
now,” he said, adding that he also
wants to support individuals and
small businesses suffering from the
pandemic. 

Yebri said City Hall needs elect-
ed officials who are dedicated to
residents in the district long-term.
He said he is invested in the district,
having raised a family, attended
schools and started a business in the

area. The attorney said he’s also
served on 10 nonprofit organization
boards over the last 15 years.  

“We need people who own a
business like I do and understand
what it means to do payroll and
have to balance a checkbook,” said
Yebri, a partner at Merino Yebri
LLP in Century City. “I don’t think
we’ve had enough of those per-
spectives in City Hall, and it
shows.” 

He said the district is going
through an exciting time, with sub-
way construction underway and a
lot of projects ongoing on Wilshire
Boulevard.  

“It’s going to be incredible,”
Yebri said. “That council member
is going to be the person who’s
going to make sure that people are
able to navigate the first and last
mile to and from that transit station
– to make sure that we have trees
and parks nearby and our roads are
paved and people feel safe using
the train station. I’m really excited
about that opportunity.” 

He previously served on the Los
Angeles Civil Service
Commission, having been appoint-
ed by Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa
in 2010. Yebri has also served as a
board member of the Friends of the
Westwood Library. In 2007, he co-
founded 30 Years After, a nonprofit
organization that supports Iranian-
American Jews.  
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Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti signed an executive
directive on Feb. 28 to establish a
Games Cabinet, facilitate the
coordination of city departments
and key stakeholders, and ensure
that all Angelenos enjoy the bene-
fits of hosting the Olympic Games
in 2028. 

“The 2028 Olympic and
Paralympic Games are not only an
extraordinary opportunity to wel-
come the world to Los Angeles,
but a chance to build greater equi-
ty and prosperity for all
Angelenos, now and for long after
the Olympic torch has been
passed,” Garcetti said.
“[Executive directive 28] will help
us to coordinate our preparations
for this international event and
ensure that L.A.’s core values
drive all of our planning for 2028
and beyond.”  

The mayor’s 2028 Games
Cabinet will be led by the chief
administrative officer and the
deputy mayor of international
affairs, in close collaboration with
LA28, the City Council and the
general managers of city depart-
ments.  

Los Angeles was named the
host city for the 2028 Olympic
and Paralympic Games in late
2017. Garcetti secured a commit-
ment of $160 million from the
LA28 Olympic and Paralympic
Games and the International
Olympic Committee to make
sports more accessible to children
across Los Angeles ahead of the
2028 Games. PlayLA, which pro-
vides affordable and accessible
sports programming to young
Angelenos of all abilities, was
launched in 2021 following two
successful SwimLA pilot projects. 

L.A. prepares for Olympic games

photo courtesy of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office 

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, joined by city officials and repre-
sentatives of the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games, signed an
executive order that will help the city prepare for the games. 

Yebri hopes to bring ‘bold leadership’ to 5th District

photo courtesy of Sam Yebri 

Sam Yebri

By AAron Blevins                
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The city also aims to acknowl-
edge the colonization role in remov-
ing and erasing Native culture in
order to take land for settlers. 

“By the late 1700s, only a few
native villages remained in the Los
Angeles area, as nearly the entire
indigenous population had been
forcibly relocated to Spanish mis-
sions or found refuge with neigh-
boring tribes, while others died
from violence, disease and extreme
conditions,” according to the city’s
press release. Many Native
Americans also were forced to serve
as slaves for Mexican and U.S. citi-
zens, and the California Gold Rush
furthered the often-violent decima-
tion of their people. 

California currently has the sec-
ond highest Native American popu-

lation in the U.S., which includes
roughly 1,700 Tongvas living in the
Los Angeles area. The city said the
tribe has faced struggles in gaining
federal recognition, and the procla-
mation aims to remedy this unfortu-
nate reality. 

“I’m proud that the city of West
Hollywood is embracing land
acknowledgment to capture a full
picture of our history and to extend
a simple and powerful way of show-
ing recognition and respect,”
Horvath said. “I look forward to
building upon this policy to put
acknowledgment into action
through policies like our Climate
Action and Adaptation Plan, and
I’m grateful for the partnership of
the indigenous people in these
efforts.”

At the Feb. 22 City Council
meeting, the city of West
Hollywood took a step toward pay-
ing respect to the area’s Native
American heritage by adopting a
land acknowledgment policy. The
statement declares that the city rec-
ognizes “the history and presence
of indigenous peoples and their
enduring relationship to their
homelands.” The land acknowl-
edgement will be read aloud at offi-
cial West Hollywood events and
will also be posted on the city’s
website and printed on council,
commission and advisory board
agendas. 

“West Hollywood’s commitment
to securing current and future rights
and dignities is now extended to
include and acknowledge our
shared history of colonialism,”
Councilman John D’Amico said. 

“The city’s Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion Subcommittee recom-
mended the measure. Land
acknowledgments help create
awareness of the cultural erasure of
indigenous peoples and the
processes of colonization and sub-
jugation that have contributed to
that erasure. In countries such as
New Zealand, Australia, Canada
and among tribal nations in the
United States, it is commonplace,
even policy, to open events and
gatherings by acknowledging the
traditional indigenous inhabitants
of that land,” Councilwoman
Lindsey Horvath said. 

Meetings in the city will now
open with these words: “We would
like to begin by acknowledging that
the land on which we gather and
that is currently known as the city
of West Hollywood is the occupied,
unceded, seized territory of the
Gabrieleño Tongva and Gabrieleño

Kizh peoples.” 
The Gabrieleño Tongva and

Gabrieleño Kizh peoples ancestral
land was situated in what is now the
city of West Hollywood. They were
a part of the original peoples of
Tavaangar, whose communities
extended throughout Southern
California and included an estimat-
ed 5,000 to 10,000 individuals. A
policy guide issued by the city
states, “The people of these villages
managed their lands with a deep
respect by cultivating, pruning,
seeding and seasonal burning.
Villages were often built near
rivers, creeks and other sources of
water which supplied a lifeline of
food and resources.” 

Many Tongva and Kizh people
continue to live in the area. By issu-
ing the proclamation, West
Hollywood intends to build a
restorative relationship with the
community. 

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

The city of West Hollywood will begin meetings with an acknowledgment
to the Gabrieleño Tongva and Gabrieleño Kizh peoples.  

WeHo acknowledges indigenous Tongvas people 

Melrose Village Neighborhood
Alliance is holding a series of
“Melrose Wednesday Walks” during
select Wednesday evenings, giving
community members a chance to
meet candidates in the upcoming
election. 

On March 16, candidate Katy
Young Yaroslavsky, who has filed to
run in the race for Los Angeles City
Council’s 5th District, and Hydee
Feldstein Soto, a candidate for Los

Angeles city attorney, are expected to
participate. 

The group will meet at 6:30 p.m. at
the corner of Spaulding and Waring
avenues, walk for about 45 minutes
and then visit a Melrose-area restau-
rant for a light meal and conversa-
tion. Parking is available on Waring
and Spaulding avenues. The group
has been accompanied by senior lead
officers from the LAPD’s Wilshire
Division, which also promoted part-

nerships between the community and
police department.  

The “Melrose Wednesday
Walks” are a collaborative effort
between the Melrose Village
Neighborhood Alliance, comprised
of local residents and business own-
ers, and the Wilshire Division’s
Community Police Advisory
Board. For information, email mel-
rosevillageorg@gmail.com or visit
melrosevilllage.org.

Meet candidates at ‘Melrose Wednesday Walks’ 

The city of West Hollywood will
celebrate National Women’s History
Month in March with a series of vir-
tual events to recognize and honor
women and women’s history. 

Throughout the month, a series of
streetlamp banners that commemo-
rate famous American women, civil
rights leaders, and women’s rights
activists will be on display along
Santa Monica Boulevard. In addi-
tion, from now through March 15,
the globe lanterns above Santa
Monica Boulevard between
Robertson Boulevard and Hancock
Avenue will glow in purple and gold.  

National Women’s History Month
will officially kick-off with the
unveiling of a new women’s history
month streetlamp banner honoring
celebrated author and Nobel Prize-
Laureate Toni Morrison. The city’s
featured streetlamp banners also
include Gail Abarbanel, Maya
Angelou, Ivy Bottini, Rachel
Carson, Hillary Rodham Clinton,
Midge Costanza, Marion Wright
Edelman, Jane Fonda, Alicia Garza,
Barbara Gittings, Dolores Huerta,
Coretta Scott King, Wilma
Mankiller, Michaela Mendelsohn,
Patsy Mink, Connie Norman,
Michelle Obama, Rosa Parks, Sonia
Sotomayor, Gloria Steinem,
Elizabeth Taylor and Oprah Winfrey,
among others.  

West Hollywood’s Women’s
History Month events will also
include the launch of the “Do
Something Challenge” – a call-to-
action created by the city’s Women’s
Advisory Board honoring the
resilience of women and encourag-
ing community members to take
small impactful leadership actions
throughout the month for the greater
good. The presentation of the new
streetlamp banner and the launch of
the Do Something Challenge will
take place as part of the regular tele-
conference meeting of the West

Hollywood city Council on Monday,
March 7, at 6 p.m. The City Council
meeting broadcast will be available
for viewing on the city’s website by
visiting weho.org/wehotv or on the
city’s YouTube channel at
www.youtube.com/wehotv. 

In addition, a series of virtual
events throughout March will take
place as part of National Women’s
History Month.  

The city of West Hollywood and
its Russian Advisory Board will pre-
sent an online International
Women’s Day Celebration on
Sunday, March 6, from 12 p.m. to 1
p.m. For additional information
please call (323)848-6826.   

MashUp Contemporary Dance
Company will present the 6th
Annual International Women’s Day
Dance Festival.  The festival will
take place from Friday, March 4,
through Tuesday, March 8, at vari-
ous times each day. Admission
prices vary from free to $30. For
more information and to register,
please visit mashupdance.com/iwd-
dancefest. 

In celebration of women authors,
“WeHo Reads: How We Gather | A
Celebration of Women Who Submit”
will be held virtually on Wednesday,
March 16, at 6 p.m. Admission is
free. To RSVP and for more informa-
tion, please visit weho.org/wehore-
ads.  

The city of West Hollywood and
its Women’s Advisory Board will co-
sponsor the Hollywood NOW
Herstory Awards virtually on
Thursday, March 17, at 7 p.m.
Admission is free. To RSVP, please
visit tinyurl.com/399pc55b. For
more information contact holly-
woodnowchapter@gmail.com. 

The city will host a free Human
Rights Speakers Series virtual panel
discussion: Women’s Rights
Violations in Iran on Tuesday, March
29, at 6 p.m. Registration is request-
ed via Eventbrite: hrss-
2022mar29.eventbrite.com. For
details and more information, visit
weho.org/hrss. 

A full schedule of city of West
Hollywood events and meetings is
available at weho.org/calendar. 

West Hollywood kicks off Women’s History Month 

photo by Rance Collins 

Former First Lady Michelle Obama is one of the honorees featured on
street banners in West Hollywood for National Women’s History Month. 

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox) 
(323)467-7124

Erin Go Bragh! 
It’s Your LUCKY Day! 

We have all the supplies you need  
to make your St. Patrick’s Day    

       Celebration 
           a Pot of Gold!            a Pot of Gold! 

party favors • paper goods 
balloons • banners • buttons 

good luck charms 
shamrocks galore & more! 

BALLOONS!!

10% off all merchandise in the store 
with this coupon!

 discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

By rance collins                 

http://www.vineamericanparty.com
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Cheers to you, Antonio
April 6, 1970, is a date that will

live famously – and fondly – for
Antonio Gutierrez and his family. 

On that date, Antonio went to
work at the Warner Bros. commis-
sary kitchen in Burbank, as he usu-
ally did. But this day would be dif-
ferent. After his shift, he drove
home to Hollywood, took a quick
nap, showered, dressed to the nines
and then drove to 7470 Melrose
Ave. because that night was open-
ing night of Antonio’s, his very own
restaurant.

That April 6 night was much
more than the beginning of his own
restaurant career. Antonio’s very
pregnant wife, Yolanda, went to the
restaurant at Melrose and Gardner,
proudly admired the place, kissed
her husband, greeted the first cus-
tomers and promptly went into
labor. Later that evening, Antonio,
Jr. was born. 

“A restaurant and a son in one
night,” said Antonio’s daughter,
Rebecca. “That is what you call a
joyous occasion.”

Fifty-two years later, the joy of
April, 6, 1970, was replaced by sad-
ness as Antonio’s closed on Jan. 22,
the victim of the economic effect of
COVID, rising crime and the gen-
eral weariness and poor health of its
now 83-year-old patriarch, Antonio
Gutierrez.

Weariness was not ever some-
thing Antonio knew about when he

came to Los Angeles from his
native Monterrey, Mexico, in the
early 1960s. Bursting with energy
and a desire to conquer the New
World, Antonio soon found a job
washing dishes. Yeah, you might
say, “big deal, washing dishes.” But
as you will see, Antonio had a talent
to get into the right places. This
dish washing gig was at Perino’s,
Alexander Perino’s legendary
Northern Italian restaurant at
Wilshire Boulevard and Norton
Avenue that was not only consid-
ered the single best restaurant in
Los Angeles, but one of the greatest
restaurants in the United States. 

Within two months, however,
Antonio moved on to another clas-
sic Los Angeles Italian restaurant,
Chianti on Melrose Avenue. It was
here he worked his way up from a
dishwasher to a busser, to a waiter.
And it was here he met Emilio
Baglioni, an immigrant from
Abruzzo, Italy, and they hit it off,
two dreamers off to grab their
dreams. 

Emilio became the culinary host
to Hollywood stars when he was
employed by Jack L. Warner as the
head of the commissary and execu-
tive dining room at Warner Bros.
Studios. When he left Chianti for
Warner Bros., he took Antonio with
him. 

“My dad loved it there,” said his
daughter Rebecca, adding he wait-
ed on Natalie Wood, Jack Lemmon
and Tony Curtis during the filming

Antonio Gutiérrez opened his namesake restaurant on Melrose Avenue
more than 50 years ago. The famed Mexican eatery closed recently to
the dismay of many local patrons. 

photo by courtesy of Antonio’s restaurant

of “The Great Race” and to Fred
Astaire for “Finian’s Rainbow.” But
the biggest treat of all was looking
after Frank Sinatra when he made
such movies as “Marriage on the
Rocks.”  

“Frank was a magnificent gentle-
man to my father,” Rebecca said.
“Frank made him feel extra spe-
cial.” 

By 1968, Emilio had moved on
to open his own restaurant –
Emilio’s at the corner of Highland
and Melrose where Mozza is today.
Emilio’s move only inspired
Antonio to do the same, and a few
years later, he did. 

So, when word slowly went
around the neighborhood recently
that Antonio’s had closed, there was
shock and sadness.

At the House of Intuition, a shop
that sells candles and crystals a few
doors down from Antonio’s, several
employees were stunned to learn
the restaurant had closed. They had
all dined there but they were not
regulars. 

“They were a cornerstone of the
block,” said employee Kenneth
Darby. “I didn’t go there much but
it was like a rock.”

The next block east, at Brooklyn
Projects skating and clothing shop,
the employees knew of the closing
and were dismayed.  

“We’re very upset and sad,”
Keagan Johnston said. “And we’re
mad because they closed because of
all the crime.”

Several highly publicized crimes,
most notably two robbers with a
gun confronting three diners on a
Melrose Avenue sidewalk, led peo-
ple to avoid the area. 

One was Kathleen St. Ives, who
was leaving the CVS at Melrose

and Gardner, when I encountered
her. “I live nearby, I shop here dur-
ing the day, but I don’t want to eat
here at night anymore,” she said.   

Throughout the pandemic, when
business was slow and she needed
to be uplifted, Raishana Lauderdale,
owner of Redolent Aura’s Body
Boutique, would step out onto the
sidewalk and listen to the guitar
being strummed across the street in
front of Antonio’s restaurant.

“Now there is no more guitar and
it’s so sad,” she said. 

On Monday night, I was at a din-
ner downtown with seven others
when Rebecca, Antonio’s daughter,
called. She filled me in on some
more details of his life as we spoke
for about 15 minutes. When I
returned to the table, I told my
friends about the call.  

Lissa Doumani was in the group,
with her husband, Hiro Sone. Lissa
told an Antonio’s restaurant story

that sums up his legacy. 
It was 1983 and she was a pastry

chef at the original Spago on the
Sunset Strip. She was given the task
of picking up Hiro who was com-
ing in from Japan to work at Spago
and eventually lead the Spago
Tokyo team. Lissa didn’t know
Hiro yet and took him to Antonio’s
as his first stop in L.A. 

Hiro didn’t speak English at the
time, but he had a most delightful
evening. The food – carne asada
burrito, shrimp enchiladas, rice and
beans – was all very good, but it
was the workers, the environment
that was so sweet and welcoming,
that made it special. 

“Antonio’s was magically
drenched with an Old-World
Mexican graciousness,” Lissa said. 

I think when Antonio’s shut
down, our city didn’t just lose a
good Mexican restaurant. It lost a
swath of its graciousness, too.  

By michael krikorian                 

Historic Filipinotown gateway
will debut this spring

Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, announced
on Feb. 25 that the long-awaited
Historic Filipinotown Eastern
Gateway will be installed and
unveiled this spring in time for
Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month in May.

“After many years, countless
meetings and a lot of blood, sweat
and tears, I’m proud to share that
the Historic Filipinotown Eastern
Gateway will be installed and
unveiled this spring,” O’Farrell
said. “This project has been a labor
of love by so many people in
Historic Filipinotown. This beauti-
ful, historic landmark will be a
source of pride for the Filipino
community, and will rightfully cel-
ebrate this vibrant neighborhood
and the incredible contributions
Filipino Americans make to the city
of Los Angeles.”

The gateway, officially called
“Talang Gabay-Our Guiding Star,”
was commissioned by the city of
Los Angeles and has a construction
cost of $587,000. It will be 30 feet
tall and span 82 feet across Beverly
Boulevard near Glendale

Boulevard, at the eastern entrance
into Historic Filipinotown. The pro-
ject features the work of Filipino
American artists Eliseo Art Silva
and Celestino Geronimo Jr., and
has numerous design elements pay-
ing homage to the Filipino popula-
tion and culture.

“The key to building and enhanc-
ing the beautiful neighborhood we
all know as Historic Filipinotown
has always been community. The
community has long advocated for
more visibility and was committed
to bringing the Eastern Gateway to
life, and thanks to Councilmember
O’Farrell’s leadership and all our
community partners, we are almost
at the finish line,” said
Commissioner Jessica Caloza, of
the Los Angeles Board of Public
Works. “As a first generation immi-
grant, I am proud the city of L.A.
celebrates our rich diversity and
continues to invest in projects that
uplift underrepresented communi-
ties.”

A 3D model of the installation is
on display in O’Farrell’s District
Office at 1722 Sunset Blvd., in
Echo Park. For information, visit
cd13.org.

A rendering shows how the Historic Filipinotown Eastern Gateway will
appear spanning Beverly Boulevard.

rendering courtesy of the 13th District council office

https://www.marlboroughsummer.org
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Rodeo Drive podcast launches new season
Season three of “Rodeo Drive-

The Podcast” launches with host
Pari Ehsan and field correspondent
Jason E.C. Wright on March 16.

The new season invites listeners
to hear Ehsan in conversation with
some of the biggest names in fash-
ion, luxury, art and entertainment,
including Jeffrey Deitch, Dirk
Schönberger, Hunter Drohojowska-
Philp and Eric Buterbaugh. Wright
will bring on-the-ground video and
audio reports from boutiques of the
world’s most coveted brands. Over
eight episodes, Ehsan and Wright
will cover topics including the con-
vergence of art with fashion, the

influence of sport on fashion, sus-
tainability, luxury sneakers and cre-
ative retail in the metaverse.
Additionally, Rodeo Drive
Committee president Kathy Gohari
will keep listeners up to date on
current developments the famed
three-block stretch in Beverly Hills.

“Rodeo Drive’s fashion history
was brought alive in the first two sea-
sons with past host Bronwyn
Cosgrave. Now that Rodeo Drive has
reopened and is in full swing, we’re
thrilled that our season three hosts
Pari Ehsan and Jason E.C Wright,
and a line-up of fascinating guests,
will bring us their perspectives direct

from the street,” Gohari said.
Ehsan is the Iranian American

founder of Pari Dust, a digital plat-
form for art and fashion. Wright, an
expert on fashion and the future of
design and retail, founded
Burntsienna Research Society, an
L.A.-based design research agency.

Season three of “Rodeo Drive-
The Podcast” is presented by the
Rodeo Drive Committee with sup-
port from the city of Beverly Hills,
the Hayman Family, Two Rodeo
Drive, the Beverly Hills
Conference and Visitors Bureau,
and MCM. For information, visit
rodeodrive-bh.com/podcast.

The new season of “Rodeo Drive-The Podcast” will feature the latest in
fashion, luxury, art and entertainment.

photo by Brica Wilcox/courtesy of the Rodeo Drive Committee

Shop local in Beverly Hills
Now Beverly Hills, in partner-

ship with Next Beverly Hills, will
host a Mad Hatter-themed event
for the March First Thursday
kickoff from 4 to 5 p.m. on
Thursday, March 3, at Sweet
Beverly in Beverly Canon
Gardens. 

Organizers encourage attendees
to wear a fun hat, stop by Sweet
Beverly to order a tea or treat, and
hang out with other community
members. 

Now Beverly Hills – formerly
My Beverly Hills – is the city of
Beverly Hills’ official shop local
program. Organizers will raffle
off prizes to those that attend and
sign up for the Now Beverly Hills
newsletter. 

Once the event at Sweet
Beverly is over, attendees are
encouraged to hop on the trolly
and have dinner and drinks with
friends at one of the participating
businesses offering promotions
during First Thursdays. 

First Thursdays is an effort to

energize the streets of Beverly
Hills and attract residents and vis-
itors to shop and dine locally.
First Thursdays occurs on the first
Thursday of each month from 5 to
9 p.m. Participating businesses
around the city offer incentives,
such as complimentary items,
promotions on goods or services,
extended happy hours or specialty
menus. 

The city’s trolley will run con-
tinuously on the evenings of First
Thursdays on a 40-minute hop-
on, hop-off curated route, with
various stops throughout.

The city of Beverly Hills and
Next BH will be working closely
with the Beverly Hills Chamber
of Commerce and Now Beverly
Hills throughout the duration of
the program series, scheduled
through mid-2022.

For information or to register,
visit beverlyhillschamber.com/
firstthursdays. Sweet Beverly is
located at 240 N. Beverly
Drive. 

Miracle Mile Chamber hosts March virtual meeting
Join the Greater Miracle Mile

Chamber of Commerce for its March
virtual lunch on Thursday, March 10,
from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., via Zoom. 

The special guests are Ned
Racine, from Metro, and Scott
Donohue, from Skanska Traylor
Shea Joint Venture, which is build-
ing phase one of the Purple Line
Extension project. Wilshire/La
Brea subway station construction
has progressed to the point where
Skanska Traylor Shea plans to

restore Wilshire Boulevard
between La Brea and Highland
avenues in late April. 

Street restoration will require 10
weekends of full closures from
Friday night to Monday morning.
Restoration will include new road
surfaces, curbs and gutters. New
street lighting and traffic signals
will also be installed. Donohue will
give a brief presentation followed
by a Q&A session.

The meeting will also include a

round table with members and a
raffle. Those who would like to
promote their business and donate
an item for the raffle should contact
Chris Devlin by emailing
info@miraclemilechamber.org.

To join the Zoom meeting, visit
us02web.zoom.us/j/84943308020,
and use the meeting ID: 849
4330 8020. RSVP by 10 a.m. on
March 10 at by calling (323)964-
5454, or email info@mira-
clemilechamber.org.

Beverly Hills City Council to resume in-person meetings
The Beverly Hills City Council

this week unanimously approved the
return of in-person city council
meetings beginning Tuesday, March
15, with the option for the public to
still watch and comment virtually if
desired at beverlyhills.org.

The decision comes as the result

of a drop in COVID cases and the
gradual relaxing of restrictions
across Los Angeles County.

Commission meetings will begin
returning in-person later this month
based on noticing requirements. 

Upon returning to in-person
meetings at the Beverly Hills City

Hall, the public will need to abide
by the most updated LACDPH
Health Officer Order that relates to
masking and vaccination guide-
lines.

To view the latest Health Officer
Order visit beverlyhills.org/coron-
avirus.

Artworks celebrate Women’s History Month
Los Angeles City Council

President Nury Martinez, 6th District,
has partnered with the Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs to co-
curate a virtual art gallery on
Instagram in March, which is
Women’s History Month. The gallery,
titled “Create Like a Woman” show-
cases art created and submitted by
women across Los Angeles.

“Women bore the brunt of this pan-
demic as employees, as parents and as
caregivers,” Martinez said. “Women’s
History Month is a time for us to rec-
ognize the women that have influ-
enced history, but also a time to recog-
nize the contributions of women
today. This gallery is a celebration of
the incredible women of Los Angeles,
it’s a space for women to be unapolo-
getically themselves after two years of
seemingly nonstop hardship.”

Each year, Women’s History
Month is an opportunity to highlight
and celebrate the contributions of
women, Martinez added. This year’s

theme, designated by the National
Women’s History Alliance, is
“women providing healing, promot-
ing hope.”

The gallery will include visual art,
literature, music, dance and performa-
tive art. The social media generated
gallery is part of a series of events that
Martinez is hosting to celebrate and
amplify the creativity of women and
girls during Women’s History Month. 

Entries will be accepted through
March 25, and posted on the Create

Like a Woman Gallery on rotating
basis throughout the month. To enter,
upload a post on Instagram and use
#CreateLikeAWoman, and tag @cre-
atelikeawoman and @cd6nury. For
inquiries, direct message @create-
likeawoman. To submit by email,
send your name, the title of the work,
a 50-word description and JPEG
(minimum 300 DPI) photograph of
the piece to dca.publicart@lacity.org.
To view the gallery, visit
instagram.com/createlikeawoman.

Locally owned & operated since 1925. 
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts 

• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood 
(323)469-2981 

www.supremeroofing.com

Full Serivce Residential and  
Commercial Roofer

Rainy  
Season  
is here!

Call Now!

https://www.theagencyre.com
https://supremeroofing.net
http://psychic-ram.com
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE      

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission will hold 
a Public Hearing to consider the following item: 

LOCATIONS:             Residential Zones R1A and R1C,  
                                   West Hollywood, California 

REQUEST: Zone text amendment to Title 19 - West Hollywood Zoning Or-
dinance, and Title 20 – West Hollywood Subdivision Regula-
tions, to allow certain properties in the R1A and R1C Zone 
Districts to subdivide their properties and construct up to two 
dwelling units, plus two accessory dwelling units (as already 
authorized), in accordance with recently adopted state law 
(SB9). 

PERMIT(S):                Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits. 

APPLICANT(S):         City of West Hollywood 
  
TIME/PLACE              Teleconference Meeting
OF HEARING:            Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.
                                   This meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed 

instructions for participation included on the posted agenda). 

ZONES:                      R1A (Residential, Single-Family or Two-Unit Low Density) 
                                   R1C (Residential, Single-Family or Two-Unit Low Density) 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS: Under California Government Code sections §65852.21, subd. 

(j), and §66411.7, subd. (n), the adoption of an ordinance by a 
city or county implementing the provisions of Government Code 
sections §66411.7 and §65852.21 regulating urban lot splits 
and two-unit projects is statutorily exempt from the require-
ments of the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”).  
Therefore, the proposed ordinance is statutorily exempt from 
CEQA in that the proposed ordinance implements these new 
laws enacted by SB 9. 

City Hall is accessible by appointment only.  The staff report will be available on 
Thursday, March 10, 2022 on-line at www.weho.org 

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues 
you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in the 
written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning Commission, via 
the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the Public Hearing. 

If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the 
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the 
City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.   

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to ex-
press their opinion in this matter.

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY 
OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION
regarding this item, contact Rachel Dimond, Senior Planner in the Planning & Devel-
opment Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:  rdimond@weho.org

Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на
русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.

Purple Line subway project keeps rolling along

Work continues near a future subway station at Wilshire/La Brea. Street
restoration work on Wilshire Boulevard is anticipated to begin in April.

photo by Edwin Folven

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority is holding its next
lunchtime webinar on sections one
and two of the Purple Line
Extension subway project on
Wednesday, March 9, from noon- 1
p.m., via Zoom.

Information will be provided on
the line between Wilshire/Western
and Wilshire/La Cienega, as well as
the Wilshire/Rodeo and Century
City/Constellation subway stations.
To join the meeting, visit
zoom.us/j/96626476708 and use
the webinar ID: 966 2647 6708.
The meeting can also be viewed
live on Facebook, and audio is
available by calling (669)900-9128.

Metro is also advising residents
and motorists about work on the
Purple Line Extension subway pro-
ject in March at many locations
along Wilshire Boulevard. On sec-
tion one of the project, work is
occurring at the future subway sta-
tions at Wilshire/La Brea,
Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire La
Cienega. Construction is ongoing
in staging yards on Wilshire
Boulevard at La Brea Avenue.
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced
to two lanes in each direction
between Detroit Street and
Highland Avenue through April 4.
Sycamore Avenue will also be
closed immediately south of
Wilshire Boulevard.

Metro is planning a major
upcoming street restoration project
around the Wilshire/La Brea sta-
tion. Crews will remove decking on
Wilshire Boulevard between La
Brea and Highland avenues from
April 22 through July 11, which
will require full weekend closures
of Wilshire Boulevard. The work
will occur from 9 p.m. on Fridays
through 6 a.m. on Mondays, and
the street will be restored for week-
day commutes. More details about
the street restoration process will be
released prior to the start of work.

Crews are building passageways
and rooms adjacent to the main
subway stations at Wilshire/La
Brea, Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire
La Cienega. Work is primarily
occurring within construction stag-

ing areas, with some construction
occurring on nearby city streets.
Wilshire Boulevard has been
reduced to two lanes in each direc-
tion between Ridgely Drive and
Curson Avenue to accommodate
construction at the Wilshire/Fairfax
station and underground cross-pas-
sage tunnel work. Through 2024, a
K-rail work zone will be located in
the middle of Wilshire Boulevard
between Courtyard Place and
Masselin Avenue. Access to drive-
ways in the closure area will be
maintained. A K-rail work zone is
also in place near Wilshire/Fairfax
to support underground work on the
subway station.

At Wilshire/La Cienega, work on
the subway station appendages will
be ongoing through the third quar-
ter of 2022. Wilshire Boulevard
will be reduced to two lanes in each
direction between La Cienega and
San Vicente boulevards, and Gale
Drive will be temporarily closed
north of Wilshire Boulevard
through April. A new phase of the
work is schedule to begin in April,
when Gale Drive will be closed
south of Wilshire Boulevard.

Construction is also occurring on
phase two of the project at future
subway stations at Wilshire/Rodeo
and Century City/Constellation. At
Wilshire/Rodeo, work will occur
through 2024. Lanes on Wilshire
Boulevard will be intermittently
closed between El Camino and
Crescent drives. Geotechnical
instruments are also being installed
on sidewalks from Century City to
La Cienega Boulevard to monitor
ground movement, settlement and
other geological impacts caused by
subway construction.

Utility work is ongoing at the
future Century City subway station
near Constellation Boulevard and
Avenue of the Stars. Excavation is
planned through mid-2022. Partial
traffic lane closures will be required
on Avenue of the Stars. Excavation
of the station entrance is also under-
way. All driveways in the area will
remain accessible.

Farther west, work remains
ongoing on section three of the
Purple Line Extension project.

Piling to create the future subway
station at Wilshire/Gayley is ongo-
ing, with excavation, water well
installation, dewatering work and
street restoration on the north side
of Wilshire Boulevard continuing
through March 25.

Preparation work is ongoing for
another station at the Veterans
Administration Hospital campus.
Crews are currently relocating
underground pipes through April.

For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.

Letters to the Editor
Chris Erskine’s on birth-
day bash was wonderful

Re “A beguiling birthday
bash,” Feb. 24 issue

It was fantastic to read the “A
beguiling birthday bash” column
in the Beverly Press.  While I rec-
ognize that the subjects of the col-
umn were the family of the
Beverly Press publisher, I suggest
that you make Mr. Erskine’s
columns a regular feature. He is a
major writer of the highest skill
and his works would add signifi-
cantly to your publication.

Joel Post
Beverly Grove

Think of the conse-
quences before joining a
street takeover

Re “Street takeover arrests
made,” Feb. 24 issue

As a 66-year-old man, I remem-
ber the days of owning and dri-
ving [fast cars], only to end up in
a coma from racing a Plymouth
Duster high performance car. The
last thing I remember was hitting
a telephone pole, driver’s side,
waking for just a moment to see
me trapped in the car, and firemen
cutting the car up to get me out.
Then, I passed out., the start of a
radical operation by a doctor who
eventually saved my life. Thirty
days later, I woke up.

Then I remembered, my little
brother and neighbor boy were
with me. They could’ve died or
been hurt – neither, thank God.

Today’s vehicles have too much
power for the majority of young
drivers, new drivers basically get-
ting drag strip cars legally again.

Do these drivers ever think of
unforeseen complications? An
unknown faulty wheel, steering
malfunction, a myriad of potential
for deadly mistakes. Then, a pos-
sibility of death, hurting or killing
others. Really, you don’t want
this. Life, death or prison.

Charles Elkins
Los Angeles

https://www.weho.org
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6333 W. Third St. 
323.938.5131  

www.marcondas.com 

Family Owned in the  
Original Farmers Market 

for 80 Years

With this ad only through 3/9/2022 

Niman Ranch 
Boneless or Bone In 

Pork Chops
$7.98/lb.

reg. price $9.98

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8447  • frances@dupars-psr.com

Traditional  

St. Patrick’s Day  

Dinner
Served with Boiled Parsley  

Potatoes and Glazed Carrots 
Du-par’s Fresh Baked Fruit  

or Cream Pie 
$20.50

Served  March 10-17

St. Patrick’s Day  

Corned Beef & Cabbage

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Open M-F 6:30 am-7:30 pm 
Sat & Sun 6am-7:30 pm 

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
has launched the annual Make
March Matter campaign, which
raises support for children’s health
programs. During March, many
businesses are donating a portion
of proceeds to CHLA, helping ill
children receive the care they need.

Terranea ONEHOPE
Tasting event 

Step onto the Lobby Terrace at
Terranea on Friday, March 4, at

6 p.m. and unwind with a sunset
wine tasting special. Proceeds from
the sale of ONEHOPE wine will
benefit Children Hospital Los
Angeles. For every guest stay in
March, Terranea will donate $10 to
CHLA. Guests also have the option
to donate to the hospital when
booking a stay at Terranea during
March. Dine at Spa Café, Lobby
Bar, Catalina Kitchen, bashi,
Nelson’s and Sea Beans, and a por-

tion of sales from select menu items
will also be donated to the hospital.
100 Terranea Way. (310)494-7891,
terranea.com.

Café Gratitude 
11-year anniversary

In 2011, Café Gratitude opened its
first location in Larchmont

Village, serving plant-based dishes.
On Sunday, March 6, visit the
Larchmont café from 11 a.m. to
noon and receive a complimentary
slice of wood fired vegan pizza. A
DJ will play music throughout the
day, and guests can enjoy a photo
booth, discount cards and raffle
with prizes including a three-day
meal plan, and a copy of the “Love
is Served” cookbook. Throughout
March, all three Café Gratitude
locations will donate $1 from every
kids menu item purchased to sup-
port Children Hospital Los
Angeles’ Make March Matter cam-

paign. 639 N. Larchmont Blvd.,
(323)580-6383; 300 S. Santa Fe
Ave., (213)929-5580; 512 Rose
Ave., (424)231-8000.

Make March Matter
at Porto’s

During March, purchase a lim-
ited-edition CHLA cookie at

Porto’s Bakery and Café, and 10%
of the sale will be donated to the
hospital. 315 N. Brand
Blvd. (818)956-5996, portosbak-
ery.com.

Lavender latte at
Alfred Coffee

Alfred Coffee is helping Make
March Matter by donating $1

from the sale of every lavender latte
to CHLA. Since opening on
Melrose Place in 2013, Alfred
Coffee has offered great customer
service and innovative coffee and
tea drinks. 3337 1/2 Sunset Blvd.,
(323)870-9800; 3515 Wilshire
Blvd., (213)510-2700; 8428
Melrose Place, (323)870-1100.
alfred.la.

Trejo’s Tacos agua frescas

Order Trejo’s Tacos’ refreshing
agua frescas in March and $1

will be donated to Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles. 1556

Cahuenga Blvd., (323)461-8226;
1048 S. La Brea Ave., (323)938-
8226; 6333 W. Third St., #322,
(323)452-9008. trejostacos.com.

Trejo’s Tacos is donating $1 from the sale of each agua fresca in
March to Children’s Hospital Los Angeles.

photo courtesy of Trejo’s Tacos

http://dupars.net/Store/
https://marcondas.com
https://farmersmarketla.com
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Celebrate  
St. Patrick’s Day!

At the Original Farmers Market 
6333 W. 3rd St. • #350 • (323) 938-5383

Featuring Harris Ranch  
Choice Corned Beef! 

Delicious, All-Natural with the  
signature Harris Ranch  

special blend of herbs and spices.

MARKETTAVERNLA.COM

English Pub Fare 
Full Bar 
Beer on Tap MARKETTAVERNLA.COM

Farmers Market  
 3rd & Fairfax

MARCH ROCK & ROLL FRIDAY NIGHTS  
EB’s DANCE PARTY 7 pm 

4 - PLASTIC SOUL Beatles Tribute 

11 - TOME KENNY & The High Seas Rock N Soul 

18 - THE LONGSHADOWS Pub Rock 

25 - JIMBONAIRES Surfin’ Twang

MARKET TAVERN
After Party - 9 pm 

starring

THE LONGSHADOWS
Gary Twinn, Clem Burke, Mick Cripps, 

Luke Bossendorfer, Gaz Ivin 

+ DJ Dandy Randy Vinyl Rock N Soul

Shake Shack March
Matter

On March 3, purchase a hand-
spun shake at Shake Shack and

$1 will be donated to Children
Hospital Los Angeles. The offer is
valid at all 15 Los Angeles Shake
Shack locations. 6201 Hollywood
Blvd., Ste. 104. (323)593-7763,
shakeshack.com.

Byrdie’s Rotisserie

Order one or more of Byrdie’s
family combos during March

and the restaurant will donate $3 to
CHLA’s Make March Matter
Campaign. The family combo fea-
tures a whole chicken, four-double
portion sides and three sauces.
Byrdie’s chickens are always cage-
free and never frozen. 8030 W.
Third. St., (323)859-1662.

The Restaurant at
Mr. C Beverly Hills

A special three-course menu
with Mijente tequila pairings

is available on Thursday, March 10,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the
Restaurant at Mr. C Beverly Hills.
Guests will enjoy pairing options
and informative guidance from a
Mijente tequila expert between
each of Chef Max Farina’s courses.
The price is $130 per person, plus
tax and gratuity. Reservations are
available via Resy or by calling the
restaurant. 1224 Beverwill Drive,
(310)226-6245.

Lawry’s The Prime
Rib and Tam
O’Shanter special
For a limited time from March

7-20, Lawry’s The Prime Rib
and Tam O’Shanter are offering a
steak and whiskey flight special.
Lawry’s is serving a 22-ounce
dry-aged bone-in ribeye with gar-
lic confit and Lawry’s famous
spinning bowl salad for $85. Pair
with a Tullamore Dew whiskey
flight that includes Irish whiskey,
Caribbean rum cask and cider
cask for $21. At Tam O’Shanter,
enjoy a 22-ounce dry-aged bone-
in rib eye with garlic confit,
mashed potatoes and a Wee Green

salad for $82. Pair with a
Tullamore Dew flight featuring
Irish whiskey, Caribbean rum cask
and cider cask, and a Tullamore
Dew gift, for $29. 100 N. La
Cienega Blvd., (310)652-2827;
2980 Los Feliz Blvd., (323)664-
0228. lawrysoline.com.

A.O.C. Brentwood
begins brunch

Suzanne Goin has opened for
brunch at A.O.C. in

Brentwood. Weekend dishes can
be enjoyed with Murillo Castillo’s
craft cocktails and wines selected
by Caroline Styne. Lunch will be
served Wednesday through Friday.
The brunch menu features A.O.C.
brioche with melted gruyere,
Moroccan chopped chicken salad,
dungeness crab omelettes, wood-
oven baked eggs with grilled toast
and Goin’s fried chicken and corn-
meal waffle. Brunch is served
from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on
Saturday and Sunday, and lunch is
served from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
Wednesday through Friday. 11648
San Vicente Blvd., (310)806-
6464.

Peninsula Beverly Hills has new chef

Michelin-starred chef Ralf
Schlegel is the new execu-

tive chef overseeing the culinary
concepts at each of the Peninsula
Beverly Hills’ restaurants, includ-
ing its signature restaurant, The
Belvedere, and rooftop restaurant.
The Peninsula Beverly Hills is
offering three seatings for tea
every Thursday through Sunday
at 11 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 4 p.m.
The cost is $125 per person.

Every guest in March will receive
one of the “Good Night Stories”
from the Rebel Girls book series,
in addition to themed menu items,
tea and pastries. All of the books
include a strong female lead, and
original illustrations of the women
featured in the stories will be on
display, including Ruth Bader
Ginsberg, Cleopatra and Jane
Austin. 9882 S. Santa Monica
Blvd., (310)551-2888. 

Chef Ralf Schlegel
photo courtesy of chef Ralf Schlegel

https://farmersmarketla.com
https://markettavernla.com
http://huntingtonmeats.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
Feb. 20 
 
At 2:22 a.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs 
near the corner of Robertson and 
Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
residential burglary in the 200 
block of S. Clark at 3:01 a.m. 
 
At 11:20 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
400 block of N. Maple. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 300 block of N Canon at 
1:32 p.m. 
 
At 3:06 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
400 block of N. Camden. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
residential burglary in the 9200 
block of Burton at 5 p.m. 
 
At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 100 
block of S. Doheny. 
 
Feb. 21 
 
At 7:07 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a commercial theft in 
the 400 block of N. Bedford. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 5500 block of 
Wilshire at 4:40 p.m. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of N. 
Canon at 6:50 p.m. 
 
Feb. 22 
 
At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 200 block 
of S. Reeves. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8500 block of Wilshire 
at 9 a.m. 
 
At 9:20 a.m., a vandalism incident 
was reported in the 8500 block of 
Wilshire. 
 
Feb. 23 
 
At 2:57 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a commercial burglary 
in the 9900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 9400 block of Brighton at 
12:30 p.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole auto parts in the 9300 block 
of Charleville. 
 
Feb. 24 
 
At 12:15 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 400 block of N. Canon. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 300 block of 
N. Almont at 1:30 p.m. 
 
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 400 
block of N. Canon. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of N. 
Canon at 9:15 p.m. 

Feb. 25 
 
At 2:44 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft near the 
corner of Arnaz and Charleville. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported in 
the 300 block of N. Clark at 1:15 p.m. 
 
At 3:08 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 200 block of 
S. Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of N. 
Canon at 11:10 p.m. 
 
Feb. 26 
 
At 2:01 p.m., a vandalism incident 
was reported near the corner of 
Santa Monica and Alta. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
Feb. 20 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of San 
Vicente and Santa Monica at 2:48 
a.m. 
 
At 5:30 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 900 block of 
N. Hammond. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 500 block of N. 
Orlando at 6:39 a.m. 
 
At midnight, an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 7700 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
Feb. 21 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8400 block of Santa 
Monica at 12:30 p.m. 
 
At 12:49 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
1100 block of N. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 8400 block of 
Sunset at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Feb. 22 
 
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
1100 block of N. La Brea. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 500 block of N. Huntley at 
12:20 p.m. 
 
At 3:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a vehicle burglary in 
the 1100 block of N. La Cienega. 
 
Feb. 23 
 
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1300 block of N. Olive. 
 
Feb. 24 
 
At 9:32 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1100 
block of N. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1100 block of N. 
La Brea at 2:12 p.m. 
 
At 2:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1000 
block of N. Palm. 

An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 1200 block of N. 
Laurel at 7 p.m. 
 
At 10:45 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim in the 8300 
block of De Longpre. 
 
Feb. 25 
 
At 6:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8700 
block of Holloway. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1100 block of N. 
La Brea at 9:08 a.m. Another theft 
was reported in the same area at 
10:37 a.m. 
 
At 11:40 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
900 block of N. Sierra Bonita. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 9000 block of 
Melrose at noon. 
 
At 11:59 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 8200 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1100 block of 
N. Spaulding at midnight. 
 
Feb. 26 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 8800 block of 
Santa Monica at 12:45 a.m. 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8900 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 600 block of N. 
Huntley at 2:30 a.m. 
 
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1100 
block of N. Fuller.  
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
Feb. 17 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 800 block of N. 
Fuller at 12:20 p.m. 
 
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 7400 
block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle in the 300 block of S. Burnside 
at 8 p.m. 
 
Feb. 18 
 
At 12:10 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim near the cor-
ner of Cherokee and Selma. 
 
An attempted burglary was report-
ed in the 7800 block of Melrose at 
4 a.m. 
 
At 11:40 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 400 block of 
Hauser. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 100 block of N. 
Gardner at 3:05 p.m. 
 
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle near the corner of 
Lexington and Seward. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 2000 block of N. 
Highland at 10:20 p.m. 
 
Feb. 19 
 
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 1500 block 
of N. Cahuenga. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 6300 block of 
Hollywood at 6:59 a.m. 
 
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 

committed a grand theft near the 
corner of Gower and Carlos.  
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Orlando and 
Third at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Feb. 20 
 
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
1600 block of N. Las Palmas. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1400 block of N. 
Hudson at 2 a.m. 
 
At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Hollywood and Highland. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of La Brea 
and Sunset at 4 a.m. 
 
At 4:10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 1700 block 
of Vine. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6800 block of 
Hollywood at 5 a.m. 
 
At 6:28 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5700 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1600 block of N. 
Cahuenga at 8 a.m. 
 
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1300 
block of N. June. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1000 block of 
Wilcox at 3 p.m. 
 
At 3:32 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1800 
block of Outpost. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
De Longpre and Seward at 7 p.m. 
 
Feb. 21 
 
At 9:40 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8500 
block of Third. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 5800 block of Santa 
Monica at 6:44 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Gower and Fountain. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Fourth and 
Western at 10:40 p.m. 
 
At 11:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 7200 
block of Hollywood. 
 
Feb. 22 
 
At 2:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5800 
block of Harold. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1400 block of N. 
Orange Grove at 4:44 a.m. 
 
At 6:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 600 
block of N. Fuller. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 500 block of N. 
Spaulding at 11 a.m. 
 
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a bicycle in the 400 block of 
S. Cochran. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7200 block of 
Melrose at 11:25 a.m. 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1400 
block of N. Gardner. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 500 block of S. 

Gramercy at 6:20 p.m. 
 
At 11:25 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 5600 
block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 100 block of N. 
Sycamore at 11:30 p.m. 
 
Feb. 23 
 
An attempted burglary occurred in 
the 7800 block of Melrose at 3 a.m. 
 
At 8:50 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 6100 
block of Eleanor. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 600 block of S. Ridgeley 
at 11:15 a.m. 
 
At noon, an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
7700 block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6200 block of 
Santa Monica at 2:15 p.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 5800 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 300 block of N. 
Beachwood at 4 p.m. 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Feb. 17 and Feb. 26. The information was compiled from 
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: 
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

http://kramerlaw.biz
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It’s Your 
Lucky  
Day!

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8447 

frances@dupars-psr.com

We’re scoopin’ up  
Lucky Charm Milkshakes & 

 Old Fashioned  
Root Beer Floats! 

Treat yourself!

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8447  • frances@dupars-psr.com

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

By Jill Weinlein

Take a Culinary Trip to Sardinia at Abernethy's
Abernethy’s re-opened its doors

at the Music Center in downtown
Los Angeles last week and is con-
tinuing its rotating chef concept,
inviting selected emerging chefs to
showcase cuisine that tells their life
stories, and L.A. stories.

Executive Chef Ryan Costanza
(Freedman’s and Post & Beam) is
the first chef, selected by a culinary
committee of L.A.’s legendary
chefs and tastemakers. The team
includes chefs Govind Armstrong,
Susan Feniger, Ray Garcia, Niki
Nakayama and Curtis Stone, along
with tastemakers Phil Rosenthal
(“Somebody Feed Phil” host and
creator) and Russ Parsons
(writer/former Los Angeles Times
food editor).

Costanza tells the story about his
family roots in Sicily, and neighbor-
ing regions of Corsica and Sardinia.
He curates an array of creative culi-
nary dishes inspired by the Italian
islands in the Mediterranean, while
using some local ingredients too.

All the details for an enjoyable
evening are thoughtfully crafted by
Costanza, including a music playlist
and array of wines that include
some natural varieties to pair with
his fare. He tapped muralist
Maxwell Sykes, with whom he col-
laborated previously at the restau-
rant Freedman’s, to provide art-
work.

Sitting on the outdoor patio under
heat lamps, we enjoyed the colorful
water feature in the center of the
Jerry Moss Plaza at the Music
Center. The cocktail list is inventive
and my husband ordered a
Conquistatore made with verde

mezcal, vermouth blanco, fresh
pineapple and lemon juice, and
Calabrian chili infused honey. It
tasted similar to a smoky margarita
and went nicely with Chef
Costanza’s Catalan lobster salad.
On top were paper-thin turnip slices
covering succulent de-shelled lob-
ster pieces and claws, small yellow,
orange and red tomatoes halves,
sliced red onion, tomato jelly and
chopped basil. The salad was
dressed lightly to enhance the sea
and earth flavors. Costanza recom-
mends that guest pair the starter
with a glass of white Volcanalia
Marameo wine made with
Garganega grapes.

Next, we selected the chorizo
potato fritters, which arrived with
three on a plate. Crispy on the out-
side, the inside was filled with fla-
vorful Spanish chorizo, octopus,
lemon zest and waxy potatoes.
They are known for low starch, and
high moisture and sugar content. In
the center of the plate was a circle
of slightly airy and foamy white
cheese for dipping, and a swirl of
bright green salsa verde topped

each fritter.
They were as delicious as the sea

urchin carbonara. Imagine thick
and perfectly cooked long bucatini
strands that are tossed in a sea
urchin enhanced butter before a
generous sprinkle of pecorino
cheese is added from the Italian
island of Sardinia. The final touch is
tender uni on top. While the pasta
was buttery with a touch of brini-
ness, it was not overly salty. The
creamy texture offered a hint of
sweetness and strong ocean miner-
ality in every bite.

I enjoyed this pasta dish with a
glass of Au Bon Climat Santa
Barbara Chardonnay. The wine also
paired nicely with the mussels and
clams dish with small pearl shaped
fregola pasta in a Vermentino wine
and garlic broth. It was served with
crispy thin Sicilian flatbread topped
with thick yellow saffron rouille
sauce.

Who knew that Sardinia is also
known for its tempura? Costanza
dredges wild Santa Barbara squid,
fresh prawns, rockfish, squash blos-
soms and artichokes in rice flour
before deep frying. He also makes a
mild saffron mayo for dipping each
piece of tempura.

Whole grilled marinated mitake
mushrooms with soy glaze and
polenta is a fantastic vegetarian
dish. It comes with harissa tomato
sauce and lovage leaves for a pop of
green color.

Before dessert, Costanza came
into the dining room to talk with
guests. He shared how the menu is
reflective of his Italian heritage, even
though he grew up in Rochester,

Abernethy’s is a unique culinary incubator where chefs share their story
through flavorful fare.

photo by Jill Weinlein

New York. He cooked with David
Bouley in New York City, and in
other Michelin-rated restaurants
before moving to L.A. and opening
his own dining destinations.

For dessert, we tried two fried
seadas pastries filled with Sardinian
cheese and topped with a touch of
honey and a scoop of vanilla ice
cream. Don’t expect a sweet dessert

– seadas are uniquely savory
Sardinian delights. I thought they
would make a wonderful appetizer
or even entrée with chef’s lamb
ragu.

This menu will be featured until
June, and then Chef Geter Atienza
will curate a new and modern
Filipino menu. $$-$$$. 220 N.
Hope St. (213)972-8088.

http://dupars.net/Store/
http://dupars.net/Store/


16  March 3, 2022 Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8447  • frances@dupars-psr.com

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Fresh Peachberry Fruit Pie

March 
Pies of 

the 
Month New!

The Wallis and 24th Street Theatre and
host world premiere of ‘Rapunzel Alone’

24th Street Theatre, in association
with the Wallis Annenberg Center
for the Performing Arts, presents a
sophisticated re-imagining of a clas-
sic fairy tale geared for adults and
children alike. Commissioned by
24th Street and written by Olivier
Award-winning playwright Mike
Kenny (“Walking the Tightrope”),
the world premiere of “Rapunzel
Alone” is scheduled for a March 5
opening at 24th Street Theatre, fol-
lowed by seven performances at
The Wallis from March 12-19, and a
return to the 24th Street venue
March 26-April 30. Low-priced
previews take place through March
5 at 24th Street Theatre.

Loosely inspired by the famous
children’s story, “Rapunzel Alone”
centers on Lettie, a young mixed-
race girl from London who is sent to
the countryside during the daily
bombings of World War II. On an
isolated country farm, she faces her
own battles with a strict new
guardian and a very “fowl” goose.

24th Street Theatre initially com-
missioned “Kenny” in 2019, pre-
pandemic, to adapt the Brothers
Grimm classic in response to
increasing isolation among teens
coming of age in the world of social
media. Over the course of the past
two years of pandemic, lockdown,
social uprising, election, insurrec-
tion, climate calamities and war, the
play continued to evolve as the
world changed.

“The play is about our need for
connection,” said 24th Street
Theatre artistic director Debbie
Devine, who co-directs the produc-

tion with Jesús Castaños-Chima.
“How the consoling power of con-
nection heals the agony of isola-
tion.”

An audio version of the play
remains available for listening at
s o u n d c l o u d . c o m / u s e r -
978180212/rapunzel-alone.

As an adjunct to both the in-per-
son performances and the audio
recording, “Lettie’s Journal,” a
visual record of the character’s
experiences, is available for online
viewing and digital download. 

Tickets to performances at 24th
Street Theatre (except previews) are

$24 for adults; $15 for students,
seniors and teachers; $10 for audi-
ences under 18; and $2.40 for resi-
dents of the theater’s surrounding
North University Park neighbor-
hood. Tickets to previews are $5.
Tickets to all performances at The
Wallis are $25. 24th Street Theatre
is located at 1117 W, 24th St. The
Wallis is located at 9390 N. Santa
Monica Blvd., in Beverly Hills. For
reservations and information about
performances at both venues, visit
24thstreet.org. 

Marie-Françoise Theodore and Tara Alise Cox appear in “Rapunzel
Alone”
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FIDM showcases Oscar film costumes
Celebrating the creativity of cos-

tume designers in 2021, the FIDM
Museum will present the “Art of
Costume Design in Film” exhibi-
tion running from Tuesday, March
15, through Saturday, June 4.

Visitors can view costumes cre-
ated by all five Academy Award
nominees for costume design, and
other outstanding costumes from
movies released in 2021.
Representing the past year in cin-
ema, costumes from over 20 films
will be featured. The exhibition is
the only one of its kind paying
homage to the creativity of cos-
tume designers with a museum
show of outstanding costumes and
Oscar-nominated designs. The
FIDM Museum has presented this
exhibition for the past 30 years. 

Costumes from the Academy
Award-nominated films
“Cruella,” “Cyrano,” “Dune,”

“Nightmare Alley” and “West
Side Story” will be on display.
Designer Jenny Beavan created
the costumes for “Cruella,”
Massimo Cantini Parrini and
Jacqueline Durran created outfits
for “Cyrano,” Jacqueline West and
Robert Morgan created costumes
for “Dune,” Luis Sequeira
designed the clothing for
“Nightmare Alley,” and the cos-
tumes for “West Side Story” were
created by Paul Tazewell. The
exhibition also highlights costume
design from film genres including
period, sci-fi/fantasy and contem-
porary films. 

The exhibition is free. Hours are
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Tuesday through
Saturday. FIDM Museum is locat-
ed on the campus of the Fashion
Institute of Design &
Merchandising, 919 S. Grand Ave.
For information, visit fidm.com.

The annual “Art of Costume Design in Film” exhibition showcases gar-
ments worn in films, including Academy Award-nominees.

photo courtesy of FIDM

‘Lehman Trilogy’ casting announced
Original London and Broadway

cast members Simon Russell Beale
and Adam Godley will reprise their
performances in the Los Angeles
engagement of “The Lehman
Trilogy,” running from March 3
through April 10 at the Center
Theatre Group/Ahmanson Theatre.

Beale and Godley will be joined
by Broadway company member
Howard W. Overshown to complete
the cast of three who will portray
the Lehman brothers, their sons and
grandsons. “The Lehman Trilogy”
was written by Stefano Massini,
adapted by Olivier Award-nominat-
ed Ben Power and directed by mul-
tiple Olivier Award, Academy
Award and Tony Award-winner
Sam Mendes.

On a cold September morning in
1844, a young man from Bavaria
stands on a New York dockside
dreaming of a new life in the new
world. He is soon joined by his two
brothers, and an American epic
begins. Then, 163 years later, the
firm they established – Lehman
Brothers – collapses into bankrupt-
cy, triggering the largest financial
crisis in history. The production is
the story of the family, and family
business, that would transform and
ultimately upend the world.

Tickets start at $35. The
Ahmanson Theatre at the Music
Center is located at 135 N. Grand
Ave. For tickets and information,
call (213)972-4400, or visit cen-
tertheatregroup.org.

Simon Russell Beale, left, Howard W. Overshown and Adam Godley will
star in “The Lehman Trilogy” at Center Theatre Group/Ahmanson
Theatre.
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http://dupars.net/Store/
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Bogie’s Liquor

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine 
(323) 469-1414  

www.bogiesliquor.com 
Don’t Drink & Drive! 

Fine Wines, Champagnes & Spirits! 
Nice Selection of Craft Beer too!

Oscars recap: This but not that from Netflix

Leonardo DiCaprio and Jennifer Lawrence bring star power to “Don’t
Look Up.”
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Netflix rules small-screen
awards shows, but for every
“Stranger Things,” three abysmal
series release weekly. As for film-
making, most folks might not real-
ize just how dominant it is, leading
the pack to the tune of “133 films
between 2016 and early 2020,
more than three times that of
Disney,” the Wall Street Journal
reported last year. But, that same
piece rightly ponders, what about
the quality of that much content?

It’s a fair point, one reinforced
by Stephen Spielberg’s 2018 claim
that the Academy’s decisions to
include Netflix, dating back to its
first documentary nom in 2014,
blur the lines between media.

“Once you commit to a televi-
sion format, you’re a TV movie,”
the “West Side Story” director told
ITV News. “You certainly, if it’s a
good show, deserve an Emmy, but
not an Oscar.”

Call it pedantry if you want, but
there seems a clear difference
between films like “Roma” and
“Operation Christmas Drop.” The
2018 Spielberg might take issue
with what would happen next. For
a third year running, Netflix has
managed to slip two films into the
Oscars’ Best Picture category.

No win yet, but the most power-

ful streaming service has clearly
arrived, though the 2022 con-
tenders hardly serve as a smoking
gun to shut down naysayers. This
Academy Awards include two
entries that exemplify the Netflix
quandary, one incredible, the other
less so.

“The Power of the Dog,” a
moody Western drama, and “Don’t
Look Up,” a doomsday parody,
elate in viewers’ discomfort. The
former shirks nostalgia’s vague
enthusiasm with the West, while
the other hopes we all take serious-
ly climate change before the point
of no return. They’re quite differ-
ent, but only one belongs.

On the 1920s’ open range, job
opportunities are lacking, but vile
folks like Phil (Benedict
Cumberbatch) are plenty in “The
Power of the Dog.” Phil enjoys
dominating those around him,
from the cowboys who adore him
to the brother (Jesse Plemons) he
calls “fatty” to the boarding house
owner (Kirsten Dunst) he micro
abuses.

On a technical level, it pulls a
Hitchcock, successfully moving
through not two but three central
protagonists, so take that
“Psycho.” Phil never controls the
story – try as that power-thirsty

character might – though he does
connect the other three characters’
emotional journeys.

It’s an unhappy film, but it sure
knows how to go out strong. That
victory belongs to Cumberbatch,
Kodi Smit-McPhee for his role as
Peter, Jane Campion’s (“The
Piano”) directing and Jonny
Greenwood’s intense score. It’s a
powder keg bursting with mastery,
easily a primary contender, albeit
uneasy to experience the first time
through, while further viewings
reveal much more.

“Don’t Look Up” is painful for
entirely different reasons. Yes, the
entire shtick only works if folks
brim with righteous anger. It hits
all the notes: politicizing science, a
numbing media cycle, tone polic-
ing, Big Tech’s long arm.

All the parts make sense in a
parody, but this one doesn’t meet
the criteria for that designation. To
start, it’s entirely unfunny, com-
pletely devoid of the charm that
made director Adam McKay’s
“The Big Short” work so well.

He doesn’t agree, trying to gate-
keep reactions to his film, claim-
ing on Twitter last December, “If
you don’t have at least a small
ember of anxiety about the climate
collapsing” then his film won’t
“make any sense.”

That’s just it. Everything about
“Don’t Look Up” makes sense.
Lead characters screaming at the
world regarding impending doom,
only to be ignored or told aggres-
sive phrasing undoes their cause.
The disgust at politicians’ self-
serving timing. Even the anxiety
about lost jobs while the planet’s
future dwindles. That all tracks.
That all makes sense.

It just doesn’t mean the film’s
good, and enough critics agreed,
resulting in a 57% on Rotten
Tomatoes, one of only 20 films in

Oscar history to earn a best pic
nom and an F.

Good or not, McKay sure makes
a pretty film, one that looks decid-
edly different than rom-coms and
Christmas movies more akin to TV
fodder. At least on that, “Don’t
Look Up” belongs more in the the-
atrical film category than a TV
movie one.

Perhaps all the anti-streamers
really need is a clear division of
labor. Instead of calling everything
a “Netflix original,” permit the
awards to bait its own division. Or
maybe not, since that Spielberg
problem seems done now that his
company, Amblin, produced one
of those best pic noms from last
year and has a multi-year deal in
place with Netflix.

So the “Jaws” director is at
peace, but this year’s Oscar noms
are hardly a done deal, presenting
the likely winner and one that has
no business there. “The Power of
the Dog” feels like a best-pic film
in every way, while “Don’t Look
Up” proves something can look the
part but still fall short. Frankly,
plenty of alleged TV films are far
better.

Netflix takes a lot of hits. The
streamers’ overlords mislead the
public about the most popular con-
tent, they refuse to address ethical
concerns, they keep raising prices.
A more premiere service might get
away with these things, but the for-
mer mail-order service doesn’t
exactly generate hits on even a
monthly basis.

Benedict Cumberbatch is a dominating figure in Netflix’s “The Power of
the Dog.”
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New LAUSD superintendent releases strategy
Los Angeles Unified School

District Superintendent Alberto M.
Carvalho on Feb. 24 announced a
100-day plan, influenced by key
stakeholders, that outlines how the
school district will strategically
expand academic opportunities
that will be centered around equity,
empowerment and excellence.

The plan states that the LAUSD
will address the persistent opportu-
nity gaps disproportionately
reflected in Black and Latinx com-
munities, engage and acknowledge
the many voices who have a vested
interest in the success of the dis-
trict and become a premier urban
district in the country.

LAUSD officials hope to do
that by engaging in four key
tasks: learning, assessing, com-
municating and acting. Each task
will lay the foundation for a
forthcoming strategic plan, a
more expansive blueprint outlin-
ing an approach to meeting the
needs of diverse communities
over the next four years.

“I am here to accelerate the
opportunities for our students to
excel, thrive and reach their full

academic potential, which are
outlined in the 100-day plan,”
Carvalho said. “It is time for us to
intensify the focus on what is

most important to our students,
and those who support them
every single day, to inspire a the-
ory of action that turns the impos-

sible into the inevitable for every-
one in the Los Angeles Unified
family.”

“Superintendent Carvalho’s
100-day plan lays out an ambitious
agenda, rooted in the voices of our
community, toward realizing the
promise of equitable and excellent
public schools for all kids in Los
Angeles,” Board President Kelly
Gonez said. “His plan will take the
critical steps to evaluate the state
of our district and build a collabo-
rative vision of success to meet
immediate challenges and long-
term goals.”

“I appreciate our new superin-
tendent putting forth a thoughtful
plan that aligns with existing board
goals and focuses on listening to
the needs of our communities,
accelerating academic progress
and putting students at the center
of our decisions,” Board Vice
President Nick Melvoin said. “I
look forward to working together
to put this plan into action and
realize a vision of opportunity and
success for all our kids.”

To view the plan, visit
achieve.lausd.net/100dayplan.

Beverly Hills Public Library hosts virtual talk
with author and producer Nick Davis

Join the Beverly Hills Public
Library for a free, virtual author
talk with 2022 Los Angeles Times
Book Prize Nominee Nick Davis
on Tuesday, March 8, at 6 p.m.

Davis, a writer, director and pro-
ducer, started in film and television
by interning on Ken Burns’
“Baseball.” He worked on films
including “Cornerstone” and “The
West,” and worked for filmmaker
David Grubin, co-producing “The
Language of Life” with Bill
Moyers for PBS. Davis also direct-
ed Emmy-Award-winning “Jack:
The Last Kennedy Film,” which he
produced with his father, Peter
Davis. 

Additionally, Davis wrote and
directed the film “1999.” His most
recent film, “Once Upon a Time in
Queens,” is about the 1986 Mets
and aired on ESPN’s “30 for 30”
docuseries. Davis also co-wrote the
novel, “Boone,” and his most
recent book, “Competing With
Idiots,” is a dual portrait of
Hollywood’s dazzling and famous
brothers, his grandfather Herman
Mankiewicz and great-uncle
Joseph Mankiewicz.

Reservations are requested by
calling (310)288-2244, or emailing
the Beverly Hills Public Library at
reference@beverlyhills.org. For
information, visit bhpl.org.

Betty White’s legacy lives on at zoo
The Greater Los Angeles Zoo

Association, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that supports the Los Angeles
Zoo through fundraising, market-
ing, membership and a volunteer
program, received an outpouring
of support from the community
following the death of actress and
philanthropist Betty White on
Dec. 31. 

GLAZA reported that $243,286
was raised through individual, cor-
porate and GLAZA trustee dona-
tions, and volunteer applications
increased. The funds will support
the care and welfare of animals at
the L.A. Zoo.

“Betty had a lifelong passion for
animals and believed deeply in the
importance of zoos and our mis-
sion of species conservation and
offering people the ability to see
animals from around the world,”
Zoo Director and CEO Denise
Verret said. “She was a special
person who used her influence,
humor and generosity to make the
world a better place, and she
would be so gratified to see her
legacy living on through this out-
pouring of support.”

Since White’s death on Dec. 31,
GLAZA received more than 2,400
donations from 49 states and 11

countries. In addition to individu-
als, the Walt Disney Company,
Pink’s Hot Dogs, Madame
Tussaud Hollywood and the Holy
Name School in San Francisco
donated funds in her honor.
GLAZA also received 56 appli-
cants for volunteer positions in
January, making it among the
largest group of new applicants in
recent history.

“We spent last month celebrat-
ing Betty’s life and her impact on
the animal world, but we now
want to take the time to thank all
of her fans who made gifts in her
memory,” GLAZA President
Tom Jacobson said. “We are
humbled by the messages left
online and at her tribute garden,
the generous donations inspired
by the Betty White Challenge and
the scores of people who applied
to become volunteers at the zoo.
It’s wonderful to see Betty’s lega-
cy move people to get involved,
just like she did, and while we
know there will never be another
Betty White, we look forward to
welcoming those who share her
passion for animals, their care
and wildlife conversation to the
L.A. Zoo.”

For information, visit lazoo.org.

Many individuals and companies donated money to the L.A. Zoo in
tribute to Betty White, who died on Dec. 31.
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Nick Davis
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“Superintendent
Carvalho’s 100-day

plan lays out an
ambitious agenda,
rooted in the voic-
es of our commu-
nity, toward realiz-
ing the promise of

equitable and
excellent public

schools for all kids
in Los Angeles”

Board President Kelly Gonez

https://www.immaculateheart.org
https://www.kccla.org
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Beverly Hills showcases summer camps

The city of Beverly Hills is hosting a variety of summer camps for kids,
including a Girls Entrepreneurial Camp.
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The city of Beverly Hills
Community Services Department
will host the 2022 Summer Camp
Showcase on Sunday, March 13,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Beverly
Hills Farmers’ Market, 9300 Civic
Center Drive.

Discover fun, engaging, imagi-
native and lively summer camp
offerings. Enroll early on March 13
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and receive a
$20 discount per camp.

The Summer Camp Showcase
offers an opportunity to register
onsite or online at

beverlyhills.org/bhrec for summer
camps at a discounted rate. Some
of the most popular summer camps
will be highlighted in displays at
booths at the market, and instruc-
tors will answer questions.
Featured camps include the
Bevwood Legends Basketball
Camp, Got Game Sports,
Destination Science, Girls
Entrepreneurial Camp, Catskills
Theater Camp, Camp Beverly
Hills, Animal Encounters, OMG’s
Stars Summer Camp, Brit West
Soccer Camp, Houdini’s Magic

Camp and Breakthrough Sports. A
petting zoo and pony rides will be
available for a nominal fee and
farmers’ market vendors will offer
fresh produce, artisan goods and
prepared foods.

The new 2022 Community
Services Spring and Summer
Camps brochures, which are avail-
able beginning on Tuesday, March
8, include a full lineup of unique
and popular spring classes and
summer camps. For information,
call (310)285-6850, and visit bever-
lyhills.org/summercampbrochure.

BVMS puts science skills on display
Beverly Vista Middle School

students on Feb. 26 participated in
the Science Olympiad, a national
competition in which students
compete in 23 events pertaining to
various fields of science, includ-
ing earth science, biology, chem-
istry, physics and engineering.
They take academic tests and
build for events spanning many
fields of science and engineering.
BVMS students overcame the
odds to put together a competitive
team in all events despite having
to hold the final event virtually
from school. They spent the entire
day on Saturday flexing their aca-
demic prowess to compete in the
national competition. photo courtesy of the BHUSD

La Brea Tar Pits unveil virtual
models of Ice Age animals

Fearsome dire wolves and saber-
toothed cats no longer prowl around
La Brea Tar Pits, but thanks to new
research anyone can bring these
extinct animals back to life through
augmented reality. National History
Museum Exhibition Developer Dr.
Matt Davis and his colleagues at the
Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles County and La Brea Tar
Pits collaborated with researchers
and designers at the University of
Southern California to create more
than a dozen new, scientifically
accurate virtual models of Ice Age
animals, published recently in
Palaeontologia Electronica. 

The team was investigating how
AR impacts learning in museums,
but soon realized there weren’t any
accurate Ice Age animals in the
metaverse yet that they could use.
So, they took the latest paleontolog-
ical research and made their own.
The models were built in a block,
low poly style so that they could be
scientifically accurate, but still sim-

ple enough to run on normal cell
phones with limited processing
power. 

“The innovation of this approach
is that it allows us to create scientif-
ically accurate artwork for the
metaverse without overcommitting
to details where we still lack good
fossil evidence,” Dr. William
Swartout, Chief Technology Officer
at the USC Institute for Creative
Technologies, said. Swartout co-
authored the study.

The researchers hope this article
will also bring more respect to pale-
oart, the kind of art that recreates
what extinct animals might have
looked like.

“Paleoart can be very influential
in how the public and even scien-
tists understand fossil life,” said Dr.
Emily Lindsey, Assistant Curator at
La Brea Tar Pits and senior author
of the study. 

For more information about the
virtual experience visit the La Brea
Tar Pits website at tarpits.org.

The La Brea Tar Pits are unveiling virtual reality models of Ice Age ani-
amls. 

photo courtesy of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles

The Getty plans festivals to celebrate 25th anniversary
The J. Paul Getty Trust is part-

nering with community groups
across Los Angeles County to
launch a 10-part series of free, out-
door community art festivals this
summer in celebration of the 25th
anniversary of the Getty Center.

Running from May 14 through
Aug. 28, the two-day festivals will
feature curated experiences reflec-
tive of each community, including
interactive workshops, live music
and performances, an artisan mar-
ketplace, food trucks, giveaways,
photo booths and other activities.
The Getty will provide an immer-
sive digital experience of its collec-
tions, hands-on library, gift shop
and resources for jobs, volunteer-
ing and internship opportunities.

In collaboration with the commu-
nity partners, the non-ticketed public
festivals will be held in 10 neighbor-
hoods including Koreatown,
Crenshaw, Inglewood, Lincoln

Heights/East L.A., Long Beach,
Pacoima, Reseda, San Gabriel
Valley, Watts and Wilmington.
Community Arts Resources of Los
Angeles is serving as the producing
partner for the festivals.

“To say ‘thank you’ to Los
Angeles for 25 years of support, we
want to celebrate the joy of art
throughout Los Angeles, meeting
people where they live,” Getty vice
president for communications Lisa
Lapin said. “We are fortunate to be
able to collaborate with cultural
organizations already hard at work
in these neighborhoods. Together,
we are creating enduring commu-
nity partnerships, enlivening
neighborhoods, and providing fun
weekends for people of all ages.”

More than a dozen neighbor-
hood nonprofits and cultural orga-
nizations are involved in organiz-
ing the public festivals, celebrating
the art, artists and culture of each

community.
To help build strong relation-

ships with stakeholders and resi-
dents of the 10 festival locations,
the Getty is partnering with
Community Arts Resources, an
organization with experience orga-
nizing community and cultural
events. One of CARS’ core tenets
is to integrate culture into the built
and social fabric of urban environ-
ments as a means for creative eco-
nomic development and commu-
nity enrichment.

“These events bring together the
richness and diversity of L.A.’s neigh-
borhoods and make public spaces
accessible for all, which are hallmarks
of the work CARS has been creating
for the past four decades.”

Festival locations will be
announced in coming weeks. The
festivals will be held from 11 a.m. to
6 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.
For information, visit getty.edu.

https://www.pilgrim-school.org
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Relations with Russia raised 
concern during talk at the Ebell

Relations between the United States and Russia were the topic at a
talk held at the Ebell of Los Angeles, as shown in the March 1, 1962,
issue of the Park Labrea News. Eldon Griffiths, then senior editor of
international relations for Newsweek Magazine, spoke during a meet-
ing held by the Ebell, an educational and philanthropic organization
founded by women that is still headquartered at 743 S. Lucerne Blvd.
Sixty years later, U.S.-Russian relations also remain at the forefront of
international news after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24.

Wallis hosts chamber music ensemble
The Wallis Annenberg Center for

the Performing Arts presents
Bridge to Everywhere, considered
one of the Southland’s most com-
pelling new chamber music ensem-
bles, at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday,
March 3, at the Bram Goldsmith
Theater. 

The program for the company’s
Wallis debut, conducted by artistic
director Derrick Skye, features 11
cross-cultural contemporary works by
seven L.A.-based composers that
reflect the world’s interconnectedness. 

The works, composed by Skye
and ensemble members Philip
Graulty, Yvette Holzwarth, Anna
Kouchnerov, Dimitri Mahlis and
James Watterman, explore connec-
tions found across diverse musical
traditions, including Hindustani and
Carnatic classical music, traditional
West African music, American folk
music, Arabic music, Western clas-
sical music and jazz. 

Bridge to Everywhere strives to
build bridges among instruments,
musical genres, cultures and peo-
ple. A Concert prelude moderated
by Classical KUSC’s Brian
Lauritzen will be held at 6:30 pm.

At its core, Bridge to Everywhere,
founded by Skye in 2015, promotes
compassion and empathy through
music. The ensemble uses music to
bring people together to celebrate
their differences and find common

ground, embracing musical collabo-
ration to serve as a model for how
people from different backgrounds
can work together to forge harmo-
nious relationships. 

Upcoming performances at The
Wallis in March include pianist
Shai Wosner (March 5); Rapunzel
Alone (March 12-19); The Wallis
debut of MUSE/IQUE, led by artis-
tic director and Conductor Rachael
Worby (March 12 and 13); Sunday
Funday (March 13); DIAVOLO
(March 18-20); Bedtime Stories
(March 24-26); and Hershey Felder

Presents Live from Florence The
Verdi Fiasco (livestreamed begin-
ning March 27). The world pre-
miere production of The
Excavation of Mary Anning, origi-
nally slated to open in February, has
moved to The Wallis’ 2022/2023
season.

Tickets are $29-$59. The Wallis
Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts is located at 9390
N. Santa Monica Blvd. 

To purchase tickets and for more
information, call (310)746-4000 or
visit TheWallis.org/bridge.

Bridge to Everywhere will perform at 7:30 p.m. March 3 at The Wallis
Annenberg Center for Performing Arts. 
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Center Theatre Group presents ‘Alma’ starting March 6
Casting has been announced for

the world premiere of up-and-com-
ing playwright Benjamin Benne’s
new work “Alma” coming to Los
Angeles at Center Theatre Group’s
Kirk Douglas Theatre March 6
through April 3. Directed by
Juliette Carrillo, “Alma” is pro-
duced in cooperation with
American Blues Theater.

In Benne’s exciting new work,
Alma (played by Cheryl Umaña)
and her daughter, Angel (Sabrina
Fest), have built a lifetime of wish-
es, one for each of Angel’s 17 years
– health, love, carne asada every
day and a spot at UC Davis. Now,
on the eve of the SAT test, Alma

comes home to discover her daugh-
ter is out drinking rather than study-
ing her flashcards. As Alma goes
into her parenting toolbox, drawing
on guilt, nostalgia and an expertly
wielded chancla (sandal), we learn
that there is more than one person’s
future at stake and the mother and
daughter’s hopes and goals for each
other may not be in as close align-
ment as they once were. 

Tickets for “Alma” start at $30.
They are available through
CenterTheatreGroup.org, Audience
Services at (213)972-4400 or in
person at the Center Theatre Group
Box Offices at the Ahmanson
Theatre, 135 N. Grand Ave. in

Downtown L.A., or at the Kirk
Douglas Theatre, 9820 Washington
Blvd. in Culver City 90232.

Wosner performs at The Wallis
The Wallis Annenberg Center for

the Performing Arts presents an
evening with pianist Shai Wosner,
featuring “Variations on a Theme of
FDR,” a work he commissioned with
several American composers, at 7:30
p.m. on Saturday, March 5, in The
Wallis’ Bram Goldsmith Theater. 

Also on the program is
Beethoven’s “33 Variations on a
Waltz” by Diabelli, Op. 120. 

Wosner has attracted internation-
al recognition for his exceptional
artistry, musical integrity and cre-
ative insight. His performances of a
broad range of repertoire reflect a
degree of virtuosity and intellectual
curiosity that have made him a
favorite among audiences and crit-
ics. A Preludes @ The Wallis pre-
concert conversation with Wosner,
moderated by Classical KUSC’s
Brian Lauritzen, is open to all ticket
holders at 6:30 pm. 

Wosner returns to The Wallis for

the third time – his first as a soloist
– performing the new work, whose
theme is a quote from President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s
address to the Daughters of
the American Revolution:
“Remember, remember always,
that all of us … are descended from
immigrants and revolutionists.” 

Beethoven used a similar idea to
test his creative powers when he
accepted Anton Diabelli’s invita-
tion to compose variations for
piano on his simple C Major waltz.
The proceeds from Beethoven’s
popular Diabelli variations were
used to support orphans and wid-
ows of the Napoleonic wars.

Tickets are $29-$79 per person.
The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts is located at
9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd. 

To purchase tickets and for more
information, call (310)746-4000 or
visit TheWallis.org/wosner.

Pianist Shai Wosner performs on March 5 in the Bram Goldsmith
Theater. 

photo by Marco Borggreve

https://www.cathedralchapelschool.org
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they took an arm and soon what 
could be the entire body. What 
was supposed to be a limited time 
situation has now become long-
term.”  

Steve Magnus, who represents 
NusrEt, said the business owners 
recognize that some grievances 
have been expressed with the cur-
rent set-up and that they will work 
with their neighbors to make 
things right.  

“We are really excited about 
being part of the city of Beverly 
Hills,” Magnus said. “We’ve 
worked very hard to make this 
whole tent happen. We’ve worked 

very hard with traffic, with health, 
with the City Council and with 
Metro. We put a lot of money into 
these tents, and we’re looking to 
make sure that we are able to 
recover those monies and be a 
significant part of your communi-
ty.”  

Council members called on 
representatives of NusrEt to work 
with nearby property owners to 
sort out any issues, and they are 
expected to consider the use and 
extension of that tent during an 
upcoming council meeting. The 
Spago tent was extended through 
Dec. 31.   

The council also discussed how 
to transition OpenBH from a tem-
porary program to a more perma-
nent one.   

“This is not a simple process,” 
Councilman Julian Gold said. 
“It’s going to, obviously, take us 
time to do. I think our goal should 
be to create a reasonable transi-
tion from what was conceived as 
a temporary program into the per-
manent program in as seamless a 
way as we can without disrupting 
businesses, but as safely as we 
can. As a practical matter, I don’t 
think we’re going to get to that 
before the end of the year.”  

The city of West Hollywood has 
activated its West Hollywood 
Responds program to encourage 
contributions to agencies and orga-
nizations that are helping the 
Ukrainian people. For more infor-
mation visit weho.org/wehore-
sponds. “Many West Hollywood 
community members are reaching 
out and asking what they can do to 
help,” West Hollywood Mayor 
Lauren Meister said. “There are 
lots of organizations that are 
focused on immediate assistance to 
people in Ukraine and I know West 
Hollywood’s residents and busi-
ness will generously aim to help 
people in Ukraine who have been 
forced to flee from their homes and 
communities as violence escalates 
there. We must do what we can to 
help.”  

“What’s happening in Ukraine 
right now is unacceptable and 
inhumane,” said Los Angeles City 
Council President Nury Martinez. 
“There are over half a million 
refugees who had to walk miles in 
the freezing cold, families have 
been separated and may never be 
reunited, and childhoods will for-
ever be impacted by this senseless 
war. As a city, we are making it 
clear that we do not support this 
show of Russian aggression. Los 

Angeles stands with the Ukrainian 
people and supports the brave 
patriots who are currently standing 
their ground and defending their 
county.”  

“I continue to believe the United 
States and our global allies must 
take the most aggressive stance 
possible to hold Putin’s govern-
ment responsible, especially as 
they extend their war to the 
Ukraine capital without regard for 
the civilian casualties they are 
causing,” U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff 
(D-Burbank) said.  

During the State of the Union 
address on Tuesday evening, 
President Joe Biden applauded the 
country’s people.  

“Putin thought he could roll into 
Ukraine and the world will roll 
over,” Biden said. “Instead, he met 
with a wall of strength he never 
anticipated or imagined – he met 
the Ukrainian people.”  

The U.S. and companies cover-
ing the gamut of entertainment and 
communications have levied sanc-
tioned on Russia, crippling the 
country’s economy even as they 
continue to reign terror on Ukraine.  

Officials have called on NATO 
to provide further support to the 
Ukrainian government.  

“While we must seek to prevent 

a broader war in Europe at all costs, 
I strongly believe we must also 
support the defense of Ukraine 
with additional military equipment 
and reinforce our NATO partners 
with additional U.S. forces,” Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) said.  

There has been some confusion 
in the broader conversation over 
the ethical limits of what the U.S. is 
and is not allowed to do. Whatever 
red tape might exist that prevents 
the U.S. from getting more heavily 
involved, Sauciur and his congre-
gation feel it is past time for addi-
tional support.  

“Prayers help,” he said, “but 
prayers in action are even better. 
We cannot defeat this evil with 
bare hands. We need some kind of 
tools.”  

The parish is doing what they 
can to help their home country.  

“We have a shipping company 
[we are using to send] medical sup-
plies and clothes.”  

Those who would like to con-
tribute to the church’s efforts can 
contact them through their website, 
st-volodymyr.com. Sauciur stresses 
that clothing items need to be of 
good quality.  

“I hope that there is some 
humanity in [Putin],” Sauciur said. 
“And that he will stop all of this.”  

OpenBH program extended in Beverly Hills
From page 1

Ukraine invasion prompts action
From page 1

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood 
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to consi-
der the following item: 

LOCATIONS:             8920 SUNSET BOULEVARD,  
                                   West Hollywood, California; 

REQUEST: This item was officially continued 
from the Planning Commission 
meetings on Thursday, February 
17, 2022 and Thursday, March 3, 
2022.  Request to amend the pre-
viously approved Arts Club Project 
including: 1) reconfiguration of 
subterranean garage and reduc-
tion of total parking from 351 to 
279 spaces; 2) change in use 
from private member guestrooms 
to office space on the fifth floor; 3) 
reduction of The Arts Club mem-
bership cap from 6,745 to 5,500 
members; and 4) minor building 
design refinements including con-
figuration of outdoor terraces, 
elimination of the private rooftop 
pool, and other minor floor plan re-
visions. 

PERMIT(S):                Conditional Use Permit Amend-
ment, Development Permit 
Amendment, and any other re-
quired permits. 

APPLICANT(S):         Latham & Watkins, LLP 
  
TIME/PLACE              Teleconference Meeting
OF HEARING:            Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 

6:30 p.m.
                                   This meeting will be a teleconfer-

enced meeting (with detailed in-
structions for participation 
included on the posted agenda). 

ZONES:                      SSP (Sunset Specific Plan) 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS:                    Addendum to the Certified Arts 

Club Project Environmental Im-
pact Report 

CITY HALL is accessible by appointment only.  The 
staff report will be available on Thursday, March 10, 2022 
at www.weho.org 

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be lim-
ited to raising only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in 
the written correspondence delivered to the West Holly-
wood Planning Commission, via the Planning & Develop-
ment Services Department at, or prior to, the Public 
Hearing. 

If you require special assistance to participate in this 
meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you must 
call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the 
City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the 
meeting.   

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate 
in said Public Hearing to express their opinion in this mat-
ter. 

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND 
WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY OF THE AGENDA AND 
STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMA-
TION regarding this item, contact Doug Vu, Senior Plan-
ner in the Planning & Development Services Department 
at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:  dvu@weho.org

Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении про-
екта. Для дополнительной информации
на русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.

Cedars-Sinai epilepsy program receives accreditation
The Epilepsy Fellowship Program 

at Cedars-Sinai was recently hon-
ored by the Accreditation Council 
for Graduate Medical Education, the 
physician-led organization responsi-
ble for accrediting all graduate med-
ical training programs for physicians 
in the U.S.  

“We are excited about our newly 
accredited fellowship program in the 
field of epilepsy,” said Dr. Mark 
Noah, associate dean of medical 
education in academic affairs and 
director of residency training. “This 
accreditation is part of the tremen-
dous growth in the neuroscience 
fields at Cedars-Sinai and will facil-
itate the development of talented 
physicians and scientists that will 
benefit our patients and communi-
ty.”  

Epilepsy is a disorder of the cen-
tral nervous system that causes 
recurring seizures. It affects around 
3.4 million people nationwide.  

“We’re delighted at the ACGME’s 
recognition of the quality of our 
Epilepsy Fellowship Program,” said 
Dr. Nancy Sicotte, chair of the 
Department of Neurology, professor 
of neurology and the Women’s 
Guild Distinguished Chair in 
Neurology at Cedars-Sinai. “Under 

the supervision of some of the 
nation’s best physician-educators, 
our epilepsy fellows learn to care for 
complex medical and surgical 
epilepsy patients and master inpa-
tient and outpatient diagnostic and 
neurophysiologic evaluation.”  

Fellows are physicians who have 
had three or more years of residency 
training and are continuing to train 
for a specialty, such as neurology or 
cardiac surgery.  

Cedars-Sinai’s epilepsy fellows 
work with physicians in the medical 
center’s epilepsy program, designat-
ed a Level 4 – the highest level – by 
the National Association of Epilepsy 
Centers. The fellows are involved 
with all aspects of patient consulta-
tion, testing and care, and they work 
hand in hand with researchers pio-
neering leading-edge testing and 
treatment for management of the 
complex condition.  

Epilepsy program facilities 
include an inpatient epilepsy moni-
toring unit that offers advanced test-
ing for patients with complex cases. 
The program is directed by Dr. 
Jeffrey M. Chung, an associate pro-
fessor of neurology and the director 
of the Neurophysiology Laboratory 
at Cedars-Sinai.  

“Some of our previous fellows are 
now running epilepsy programs 
throughout the country,” Chung 
said. “This accreditation will take us 
to the next level as we train a new 
generation of epilepsy specialists 
who will be leading the quest in 
improving the care and outcomes for 
patients suffering from this debilitat-
ing condition.”  

Cedars-Sinai offers more than 78 
fellowship experiences across an 
array of programs, all emphasizing 
collaborative, multidisciplinary 
patient care.  

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai  

Dr. Mark Noah 

https://www.weho.org


Los Angeles City Controller Ron 
Galperin on Feb. 23 released “The 
Problems and Progress of Prop. 
HHH,” his third review of the city 
of Los Angeles’ performance of the 
voter-approved $1.2 billion bond 
program aimed at reducing home-
lessness by creating up to 10,000 
units of housing, along with interim 
shelters and storage facilities.   

Since HHH passed more than 
five years ago, homelessness has 
jumped by more than 45% in Los 
Angeles and thousands of people 
have died on the streets, including 
an average of five per day in the 
pandemic’s early months, Galperin 
said.  

He said he investigated HHH in 
2019 and 2020 and recommended 
reallocating funds to lower-cost 
projects, cutting red tape and 
increasing investment in timely 
interim housing solutions.   

In his current report, Galperin 
found that costs continue to rise, 
delays continue to mount and HHH 
is still unable to meet the demands 

of the homelessness crisis. He 
called on city leaders to implement 
his recommendations to improve 
HHH and use them to inform any 
homeless housing programs con-
sidered by voters in the future.  

“Although Los Angeles has 
made some progress with 
Proposition HHH, it hasn’t been 
enough,” Galperin said. “The costs 
are too high, and the pace is too 
slow to address the tragedy on our 
streets.”  

HHH projects are taking between 
three and six years to complete, 
Galperin said. At the current pace, 
54% of all units will not open for 
another two to four years. Even 
when every HHH unit is built, tens 
of thousands of Angelenos will still 
lack housing, he said.   

Galperin said Prop. HHH will 
produce 8,091 total housing units 
across 125 projects. Currently,  
1,142 units (14%) are ready for 
occupancy, 4,347 units (54%) are in 
construction and 2,602 units (32%) 
are in pre-development.   

HHH costs have reached stagger-
ing heights, the controller said. For 
projects in construction, the aver-
age per-unit cost jumped to almost 
$600,000 in 2021 – up from 
$530,000 in 2020. He said 14% of 
units in construction cost more than 
$700,000 per unit.  

One project in pre-development 
is estimated to cost $837,000 per 
unit, nearly $100,000 per-unit more 
than the most expensive project in 
2020, Galperin added.   

The city has begun implementing 
two of four major changes recom-
mended by Galperin in previous 
reports. His recommendation to 
build interim housing and facilities 
using HHH funds and his recom-
mendation to evaluate the city’s 
ability to change course on expen-
sive or stalled projects before final-
izing HHH loans have not been 
adopted.   

Along with the report, Galperin 
created interactive maps showing 
the cost and status of the city’s 125 
HHH projects.  

To view the map, visit lacon-
troller.org/problems-and-progress-
of-prop-hhh.   
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prosecutors. Alvarez was arrested 
in July 2020 at an undisclosed 
location and charged with arson. 
Federal authorities served search 
warrants at the time of Alvarado’s 
arrest and recovered a hat and T-
shirt the suspect wore when the 
fire was lit. Authorities also said 
they found a can of lighter fluid in 
the back seat of a Ford Focus that 
Alvarado drove to and from the 
scene of the crime.  

Mozza general manager Sean 
Maloney said approximately 40 
people broke in and looted the 
restaurant overnight on May 30, 
2020. Maloney said it was particu-
larly detrimental because the fire 
damaged the area used for to-go 
orders during a period when pan-
demic restrictions precluded 
indoor dining.   

“It was the only thing we were 
doing at the time to make any 
money,” Maloney said. “It was 
really kicking us while we were 
down.”  

He added that fire damaged the 
walls and contents of Mozza2Go, 
where specialty foods and other 
products are also sold. The suspect 
poured flammable liquid on cook-
books to start the fire, he added. 
The restaurant sustained signifi-
cant smoke damage.  

Mozza is owned by renowned 
Chef Nancy Silverton, who 
arrived the morning after the fire 
and vowed to rebuild, Maloney 
said. She uttered, “We’ll just 
rebuild, and that’s it,” he added. 
The inspirational statement is 

engraved on a plaque adorning a 
burned wooden butcher’s block 
that was damaged in the fire but 
now serves as a small table that is 
part of the restaurant’s décor.  

“Nancy’s partner, Michael 
[Krikorian], and I were sweeping 
up all the glass. Michael said he 
didn’t want Nancy to see it that 
way,” Maloney said. “Nancy 
arrived at 6:30 or 7 a.m. and said 
we’ll just have to rebuild, and 
that’s it, period. And we did.”  

Repairs took approximately one 
month, and to-go operations 
resumed, Maloney added. He 
credited Silverton’s resolve for 
ensuring the restaurant persevered, 
and said he was glad to hear the 

suspect pleaded guilty to lighting 
the fire.  

“I’m glad he grew a con-
science,” Maloney added.  

The case was investigated by 
the SAFE LA Task Force, which 
includes members of the FBI and 
the Los Angeles Police 
Department, Los Angeles Fire 
Department and Beverly Hills, 
Santa Monica and Long Beach 
police departments. Anyone with 
further information about crime 
committed during the civil unrest 
on May 30, 2020, is urged to call 
the LAPD’s hotline at 
(877)LAPD247 and Crime 
Stoppers at (800)222-TIPS, or 
visit lapdonline.org.  

Mozza shows resiliency after May 2020 fire
From page 1

Los Angeles City Councilmen 
Mitch O’Farrell and Paul Krekorian 
on Feb. 23 introduced a resolution 
in support of Senate Bill 45 by state 
Sen. Anthony Portantino (D-
Pasadena), a bill that would provide 
assistance to local jurisdictions for 
organic waste diversion programs.  

The city of Los Angeles has 
enacted several environmental pro-
tections and measures, including 
the “LA 100” plan to achieve 100% 
carbon-free energy by 2035. The 
city has also directed city depart-
ments to achieve zero waste – 90% 
landfill diversion – by 2025 and 
95% by 2035, and officials have 
adopted of the city’s Green New 
Deal, which calls for the elimina-
tion of organic waste going into 
landfills by 2028.  

SB 45 would direct CalRecycle 
and the California Air Resources 
Board to provide assistance, 
including funding, to local jurisdic-
tions for organic waste diversion 
programs. Senate Bill 1383 man-
dates a 75% reduction in the level 
of the statewide disposal of organic 
waste from its 2014 level by 2025. 
The requirements took effect on 
Jan. 1.  

“Los Angeles is committed to 
environmental stewardship, and we 
have consistently led the way 
toward a carbon-free future,” said 
O’Farrell, 13th District, chair of the 
Council’s Energy, Climate Change, 
Environmental Justice and River 
Committee. “This bill would 
ensure that the state is effectively 
partnering with local jurisdictions 
to meet the objectives of SB 1383. 
This is especially important for 
cities like Los Angeles that are 
already enacting such bold envi-
ronmental policies.”  

“There is no city in California 
that has done more in the area of 
waste diversion and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions than Los 
Angeles,” Krekorian, 2nd District, 
said. “We were doing this before 
the unfunded mandate that is SB 
1383 had ever been written. The 
state must provide financial assis-
tance towards meeting 
CalRecycle’s rigid requirements, 
which will allow Los Angeles to 
continue to lead California cities in 
combating methane emissions 
from the waste sector.”   

For information, visit 
bit.ly/GreenerLAupdates.  

L.A. councilmen support SB 45  

photo by Edwin Folven 

The fire at Pizzeria Mozza during the civil unrest in May 2020 caused 
approximately $300,000 in damages.

City controller releases bond report

Answers From Page 23

City hosts Accessing L.A. webinar

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Feb. 24 
announced the award of $50 mil-
lion in grants to 19 communities 
throughout California to provide 
shelter or housing for 1,401 indi-
viduals currently experiencing 
homelessness in encampments, and 
the city of Los Angeles received 
$1.7 million to rehouse 60 individ-
uals.  

In September 2021, Newsom set 
a goal of cleaning 100 encamp-
ments. Since then, the state has 
cleaned 431 encampments, work-
ing with local governments to offer 
housing and services to former res-
idents. The state is on course to 

clear 1,000 encampments by the 
end of 2022.  

“Tackling the homelessness cri-
sis is a matter of life and death,” 
Newsom said.   

On Feb. 23, the governor visited 
an encampment in Redwood City, 
which is receiving a $1.8 million 
grant to rehouse 70 individuals.   

Last year, Newsom invested $12 
billion to help get vulnerable 
Californians off the streets and get 
them mental and behavioral health 
services. The California Blueprint 
builds on the investment with a pro-
posed $2 billion to advance behav-
ioral health housing and encamp-

ment rehousing strategies, creating 
a total $14 billion package.   

The proposed $2 billion invest-
ment includes a $500 million 
expansion to the Encampment 
Resolution Grant program, building 
upon the initial $50 million invest-
ment for the program last year.   

The program is intended to fund 
local projects to rehouse unshel-
tered homeless individuals in 
encampments, position people liv-
ing in encampments on paths to 
safe and stable housing, and to 
restore public spaces to their 
intended uses.  

The multi-year homeless housing 
plan will provide 55,000 new hous-
ing units and treatment slots, once 
fully implemented.  

L.A. receives homelessness grants 

As part of African American 
Heritage Month, the city of Los 
Angeles on Feb. 24 hosted the 6th 
Annual BuildWith Construction 
Networking Webinar in collabora-
tion with Mayor Eric Garcetti’s 
Office of Budget and Innovation 
and Office of Economic 
Development, as well as various 
council district offices.  

“The 6th Annual Accessing L.A. 
event is a key part of how the city 
of Los Angeles celebrates and hon-
ors African American Heritage 
Month,” Los Angeles Board of 
Public Works President Pro 
Tempore Mike Davis said. “The 
department of public works is com-
mitted to ensuring that opportuni-
ties to work with the city are truly 
equitable for all of the diverse local 
businesses here in Los Angeles.”  

Participants in the webinar were 
able to get information on major 
upcoming construction opportuni-
ties in the city, learn about develop-

ments in community level contract-
ing and hear about best practices in 
bid/proposal submission. Attendees 
were also able to participate in a 
business-to-business matchmaking 
opportunity to network and develop 
relationships with other contrac-
tors.  

BuildWith is the first of a series 
of events in 2022 as part of the 
Accessing L.A. program designed 
to promote the city’s vision of fos-
tering the inclusion and economic 
development of all Los Angeles 
residents and businesses.   

In May, the Accessing L.A. pro-
gram will honor Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Month with the 
TeamWith event, which focuses on 
personal and professional contract-
ing services. The RiseWith event 
will be held for new businesses in 
September and celebrates National 
Hispanic Heritage Month.  

For information, visit access-
ingla.com.   

Anti-harassment ordinance approved
The Los Angeles City Council on 

Feb. 22 approved a motion by 
Councilwoman Nithya Raman, 4th 
District, that requires a report about 
the effectiveness of the city’s Tenant 
Anti-Harassment Ordinance, which 
went into effect last June.   

The legislation instructs the Los 
Angeles Housing Department, with 
the assistance of the city administra-
tive officer, the chief legislative ana-
lyst and the city attorney, to report 
back with data and metrics the coun-
cil can use to assess the effectiveness 
of the ordinance – including the 
number of cases filed by private 
attorneys and the city attorney that 
include the ordinance as a cause of 
action, the number of complaints 
made to LAHD regarding landlord 
harassment and the demographics of 
tenants who lodge complaints.  

The motion also instructs the city 
to explore implementing its own ten-
ant anti-harassment enforcement 
program. 

Per an amendment introduced by 
Council President Nury Martinez, 
LAHD and the city attorney, with 
the assistance of the CAO, will 
include recommendations on the 
resources necessary to create perma-
nent city staff positions to monitor 

and enforce the Tenant Anti-
Harassment Ordinance.  

The ordinance was designed to 
prevent renters from facing harass-
ment by landlords. Yet, even after its 
passing, lawyers working on hous-
ing issues and tenants’ organizations 
report that harassment is still com-
monplace, Raman said.   

To ensure that the ordinance ful-
fills its intended purpose to protect 
vulnerable tenants, the city needs 
data on the types of cases being 
brought under the ordinance and 
which tenants are able to make use 
of its protections.  

  



Across

1. Windy City trains 
4. Office worker 
9. City of witch trials 
14. Manuscript encl. 
15. Comedy 
16. Home security warning 
17. More than a resume 
20. God of war 
21. Fencer’s weapon 
22. Calls something different 
26. Napoleon opponent 
31. 6-pointers 
32. Over 
34. Play ending 
35. Arctic jacket 
37. Prefix with phobia 
38. You might present a 17 across during
these 
42. Peppermint, for one 
43. Mongolians, e.g. 
44. Get close to 
47. “Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade”
role 
48. Bill 
51. American marsupial 
53. Moolah 
55. Tres y tres 
57. Peruvian civilization 
58. One might come up during 38 across 
65. Cinderella's Godmother 
66. ... then we will 

67. Evidence collectors, abbr. 
68. Waitress’ needs 
69. Getz, et al. 
70. Sault ___ Marie 

Down 

1. Take 
2. Acclaimed 
3. Canary cousins 
4. Acupuncture regulated life force 
5. Picard’s middle name in ‘Star Trek’ 
6. Flightless bird 
7. Acting part 
8. Man of steel 
9. Stockpile 
10. “Love Story,” first name: ___ Mcgraw 
11. Upper back muscle, for short 
12. Pitcher’s stat. 
13. Madame, for short 
18. Cellular stuff 
19. Simple 
23. Nail salon staple, slangily 
24. School to many Brit. P.M.’s 
25. In a way, slangily 
27. High dice rolls 
28. Bunch 
29. Charged particles 
30. Way back when 
33. Country in Italian 
35. Clergymen 
36. Whale food 
38. ___ Grand Cherokee 

39. Yes ___ (choice words) 
40. Subject used by Picasso in many paint-
ings 
41. ___ the buzzer 
42. “Game of Thrones” channel 
45. Subjects to chemical analysis 
46. One having second thoughts 
48. Loose fitting garments 
49. Confront 
50. Skull cap 
52. Calf-length skirts 

54. Little bird 
56. Floor meas. 
58. Back of a boat 
59. ___ of words 
60. Amanti is one 
61. Somewhat twisted 
62. A, in Argentina 
63. Big time 
64. Roads (abbr.) 
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Google: Latty Cooper 
as seen on YouTube!

ALAKAZAM
UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY

Commercial & Residential 
Every Style:  

Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers 
Replace Feather Proof Lining 
Broad Selection of Fabrics, 
Draperies & Roman Shades 

HIGHEST QUALITY  
WORKMANSHIP 

Call Rosie for FREE Estimate 
310-491-8409 

West Hollywood 

Affordable 
Prices 

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your  
Los Angeles Times subscription.

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer   
Enter code 9003

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year. 
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday! 
We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks  

with our saturation program.  
To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

Ways to subscribe

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of  
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

2

answers on page 22

ALL YEAR  
INCOME TAX
Professional Tax Return 

Preparation 
10% DISCOUNT FOR 

NEW CLIENTS
5967 W. Third St. Suite #201 

Los Angeles, CA  90036 
Phone (323)937-3848 
FAX (323)937-9970 

Across street from Park Labrea 
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

Reach 
thousands of

readers at
BeverlyPress.com

for only $8/M
impression.

240,000 users each
week!

HONEST HANDYMAN 
DOES IT ALL 

Serving the Westside for 32 years
 • Plumbing • Electrical 

• Roofing • Tile • Flooring   
• Painting •  A/C Repair  

Carpentry • Drywall  
• Windows • Decks 

• Kitchen & Bath Specialist

FORT CONSTRUCTION 
General Contractors 

Call Manny 
(310)729-9612 
(424)284-3314 

Lic#465817 Bonded • Insured 
fortconstructionla.com
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