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Council condemns attacks WeHo cul-de-sacs could be developed
n L.A. officials push

to make Ukrainian
capital a sister city
By rance collins
At a March 8 press conference
announcing a resolution unanimously condemning the Russian
attacks against Ukraine, Los
Angeles City Council members
pushed a recommendation that

would make the Ukrainian capital,
Kyiv, a sister city. The event was
held at the Ukrainian Culture
Center in East Hollywood.
For Councilman Paul Koretz,
5th District, the situation is personal.
“What’s happening in the
Ukraine right now hits close to
home for me,” Koretz said. “My
mother’s family fled Kyiv 100
years ago to avoid the Russian
See Kyiv page 21
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Ukrainian Culture Center Vice President George Wyhinny spoke at a
press conference in which Los Angeles city leaders condemned the
Russian attacks against Ukraine.

n Residents fear

SB 9 will transform
quaint city streets
By rance collins
Recently, the West Hollywood
Planning Commission has considered opening the city’s few remaining cul-de-sacs with single-family
homes for development, which has
caused concern amongst community residents. Greenacre Avenue and
Betty Way are two streets under
review. According to Greenacre
resident Michael S. Poles, the two
streets are “the last remaining [in
West Hollywood] zoned solely for
single-family homes.”
The home Poles resides in has
been in his wife’s family since it
was built in 1940. Like many of the
houses on the street, it has a style
that is a precursor to the tract-home
suburban dwellings that became
popular after World War II.
“Eighty years of history … is
about to be eradicated with new
zoning and the splitting of singlefamily homes where families
thrived for more than eight
decades,” Poles said.
The considerations have come as

Beverly Vista students cook up a storm
n BHUSD hosts junior

chef competition at
Beverly Hills High
By aaron Blevins
Beverly Vista Middle School
students put their culinary chops
on display on March 8, when they
participated in the Beverly Hills
Junior Chef competition at
Beverly Hills High School, which
was livestreamed and presented
by their peers.
Students were placed on teams
and given “mystery boxes” of
ingredients that they used to create
the best dish they could in 90 minutes – all while fellow BVMS students filmed the competition for
KBEV, the student television station.
“It’s like the ultimate projectbased learning experiencing that
kids will always remember,”
Beverly Hills High School career
education coordinator Cindy
Dubin said. “To have the added
element of it being inter-disciplinary just makes it really dynamic.”
Both elements of the competition – cooking and producing the
broadcast – are among the career
education pathways that BHUSD
has created to prepare students
for possible opportunities later in
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Betty Way is lined with vintage 1920s and 1930s bungalows.

a result of California Senate Bill 9,
which effectively eliminates R1
single-family zoning in the state.
The city of West Hollywood has
also been mandated by the state to
add an additional 4,000 residential
units within its borders by 2029.
With space at a premium, communities made up of single-family
homes are in a precarious position.
Residents of Greenacre Avenue
and Betty Way were unaware of the
plans for their neighborhoods until
the consideration appeared on the
City Council’s Feb. 7 agenda.
“I’m familiar with zoning codes,
and alerted Michael Poles, who
along with his Greenacre neighbors, had not received public notice
… not even for the original
Planning Commission hearing at
which the changes were discussed
on Jan. 20 and recommended to

the City
Council,”
Victor
Omelczenko, board president of the
West Hollywood Preservation
Alliance, said.
The WHPA and residents of both
streets have come together to try
and make sure that their homes are
spared. A March 3 Zoom meeting
was attended by many of the homeowners, including Andrea Rufe,
who has resided on Betty Way with
her husband since 2014.
“It’s this little street that’s just
tucked away,” Rufe said. “We saw
the listing online, and we thought,
‘This can’t be real.’ We had never
seen the street even though we lived
[nearby] on Cynthia. We walked by
it a million times and never
noticed.”
The hidden-away homes on
Betty Way were all built between
See SB 9 page 21
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Beverly Hills High School students served as judges during the junior
chef competition on March 8.

life, Dubin said.
“We’ve already seen, and we
have the data, to show that students who are involved in this in
middle school tend to come on
campus in those disciplines and
become leaders in those areas,”
she added. “[It’s] just like kids
who know they like to sing. They
hear about the Madrigals of
Beverly Hills. It’s an incredible
tradition of over 100 years, and
they’ve aspired to do that since
they were little, and that’s the

same thing here.”
Dubin said the media component started approximately five
years ago, when the BHUSD
brought back a program that originated in the 1970s – Elementary
School News. She said the district
repurposed it as an afterschool
program and then invited eighthgrade students to participate as
well.
“That has since become an
amazingly wonderful way for kids
See Students page 22

So, now I’m finally going. Promise. This goodbye has been like a
Cher farewell tour, it goes on and on and on ….
Just go already, right?
After 30 years here, this will be the last time you will read my
words in the Los Angeles Times.
Sure, I’ll show up elsewhere, I promise that as well. After all, I have
more weddings to pay for, including maybe even my own.
Chris Erskine
Final Los Angeles Times column
May 28, 2020
*source: Los Angeles Times

He’s baaack!
Today we warmly welcome nationally-known columnist and Los
Angeles Times best-selling author of several books including
“Daditude,” “Man of the House,” and “Surviving Suburbia,” Chris
Erskine on to the pages of the Beverly Press and Park Labrea News. As
a columnist at-large, his musings, observations, humor and sometimes
pointed opinions, will publish every few weeks. (See page 8)
We hope you enjoy the ride!
The publishers
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The 37th annual Los Angeles Marathon presented by ASICS will pass
through Hollywood, West Hollywood and Beverly Hills on March 20.

Cities plan for L.A. Marathon

The city of Beverly Hills is
reminding residents that the 37th
annual Los Angeles Marathon presented by ASICS will take place on
Sunday, March 20, as runners will
pass through Beverly Hills for
miles 16 and 17 before ending at
the Avenue of the Stars in Century
City.
“We are thrilled to welcome the
athletes of the 37th annual L.A.
Marathon back to Beverly Hills,”
Mayor Bob Wunderlich said. “We
hope that our iconic city inspires
and brings an extra boost of energy
to runners as they enter the final
third of the race.”
Major road closures and parking
restrictions will be in effect in the
city from 5 a.m. to 1 p.m. on March
20. Doheny Drive will be closed
from North Santa Monica
Boulevard to Burton Way; Burton
Way will be closed from Doheny
Drive to South Santa Monica
Boulevard; South Santa Monica
Boulevard will be closed between
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Rexford and Rodeo drives; Rodeo
Drive will be closed from South
Santa Monica to Wilshire
Boulevard; Wilshire Boulevard will
be closed from Rodeo Drive to
South Santa Monica Boulevard;
and South Santa Monica Boulevard
will be closed from Wilshire
Boulevard to Moreno Drive. A
detour in be in effect until 5 p.m. on
the western border of Beverly Hills
at Wilshire Boulevard and North
Santa Monica Boulevard, as well as
at Moreno Drive and South Santa
Monica Boulevard. Access to all
local businesses will be maintained.
The 37th annual Los Angeles
Marathon presented by ASICS will
follow a route from Dodger
Stadium to Century City, and runners will also pass through
Hollywood and West Hollywood.
The route in those areas will primarily follow Sunset and
Hollywood
boulevards,
San
Vicente Boulevard and Melrose
Avenue, Santa Monica Boulevard,
Doheny Drive and Beverly
Boulevard. Numerous street closures will be in effect on March 20.
Proceeds from the 2022
marathon will benefit the McCourt
Foundation, an organization dedicated to enhancing the lives of
patients and families affected by
health challenges.
For information on the Los
Angeles Marathon presented by
ASICS, visit lamarathon.com, beverlyhills.org/marathon
and
weho.org/home/components/news/
news/10008/23. For questions
about Beverly Hills closures on the
day of the marathon, call (310)5504680.

Fans of Japanese cinema won’t want
to miss a screening of “The Phone of
the Wind” on Thursday, March 10,
and Friday, March 11, at 7 p.m., via
Zoom. The humanistic drama was
inspired by the “Telephone of the
Wind (Kaze no Denwa),” a real-life
phone booth that was set up so people could communicate with the
deceased in Otsuchi, Japan, which
was devastated in the Tohoku earthquake and tsunami. A discussion will
be held before the film with Esther
Netter, founder of the Cayton
Children’s Museum, and Masako
Unoura, founder and president of
Love to Nippon
Project. Netter
will
discuss
“Hello Booth,” a
piece inspired by
the film, and
earthquake survivor Unoura
will discuss her
traumatic experience and the Love
to Nippon Project. Admission is free
but reservations are required.
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/W
N_8_e8Z7-sQauKY0YGsIgq7g.

Jazz concert

Delfeayo Marsalis and the Uptown
Jazz Orchestra will make their
Broad Stage debut on Friday, March
11, at 7:30 p.m. Since 2008, the
Uptown Jazz Orchestra has been
stretching boundaries, playing with
the extraordinary sense of joy and
fun found in New Orleans. With
influences
including
Louis
Armstrong, Count Basie, James
Brown and J.
Cole, Delfeayo
Marsalis and
the
Uptown
Jazz Orchestra
perform music
that helps free
the
mind,
warms the heart
and heals the soul. They will be
joined by vocalist Tonya BoydCannon (”The Voice”). Tickets start
at $45. 1310 11th St., Santa Monica.
(310)434-3200, thebroadstage.org.

Culinary history

Culinary Historians of Southern
California is holding “The Bacon
Paradox: Danger and Desire in the
20th Century,” a discussion with

lecturer-author Dr. Mark A. Johnson
on
Saturday,
March 12, at
10:30 a.m., via
Zoom. Johnson
will explore the
range of ways
Americans perceived, talked
about and portrayed bacon in the 20th century.
The program is free but registration
is required. eventbrite.com/e/markjohnson-the-bacon-paradox-dangerand-desire-in-the-twentieth-century-tickets-277031036287.

‘Apartment Living’

Skylight Theatre Company and
Playwrights’ Arena will hold their
second world premiere of the 202122 season with “Apartment Living,”
running from Saturday, March 12,
through
Sunday, April
24.
Playwright Boni B. Alvarez captures the pulse of the times as he
offers a bird’s eye view of apartment
living. As neighbors in a Los
Angeles apartment building are
forced into tighter quarters and the
walls begin to close in, what happens when the relationships get too
close? Showtimes are 8:30 p.m.,
Saturday; 3 p.m., Sunday; and 7:30
p.m., Monday. Tickets start at $20.
1816 ½ N. Vermont Ave. (213)7617061, skylighttheatre.org.

Beverly Hills
Chamber

Join the Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce for the March Get to
Know Your Chamber event on
Tuesday, March 15, from 9-10:30
a.m., via Zoom. The chamber will
welcome new, current and future
members and provide information
about benefits that help businesses
succeed. Admission is free but
reservations are required. members.beverlyhillschamber.com.

‘Silent Sky’

Theatre 40 presents “Silent Sky”
running from Thursday, March 17,
through Thursday, April 17, in the
Reuben Cordova Theatre, on the
campus of Beverly Hills High
School. The true story of 19th-century astronomer Henrietta Leavitt
explores her place in society during
a time of immense scientific discov-

County, BHUSD, LAUSD relax mask rules

Los Angeles County Department
of Public Health officials have
announced that indoor masking
will be strongly recommended, but
not required, for vaccinated and
unvaccinated individuals, except in
high-risk settings where federal
and state regulations continue to
require masking.
High-risk settings that will continue to require masking include
public transit, emergency shelters,
health care settings, correctional
and detention facilities, homeless
shelters and long-term care facilities.
The decision comes as a result of
a reduced COVID-19 spread,
allowing the county to move into a
lower risk tier, health department
officials said.
Masks will still be required
indoors at schools and childcare
facilities until March 11, when
masks will be strongly recommended for students, children,
teachers and staff, regardless of
vaccination status. School districts
in L.A. County may continue to
require masking at schools and
during school activities, along with

other appropriate safety protections
for their school community.
The Beverly Hills Unified
School District on Feb. 28
announced that it will align with
the county and state requirements
on March 12, though the district
stressed that it will continue to support students who wear masks.
The Los Angeles Unified School
District acknowledged the updated
health guidance on Feb. 28, but
officials said they will continue to
consult with the district’s medical
director and health partners before
an updated mask policy.
At all sites where masking
indoors is no longer mandatory,
businesses may still choose to
require customers and/or employees continue to wear masks or
show proof of vaccination/negative
test as a business practice.
Employers will be required to
offer, for voluntary use, medical
grade masks and respirators to
employees working indoors in
close contact with other workers
and/or customers.
Additionally, the order emphasizes that residents and workers are

asked to continue adhering to
masking requirements when
indoors or at crowded outdoor
spaces, regardless of vaccination

eries. When Leavitt begins work at
the Harvard Observatory in the
early 1900s, she isn’t allowed to
touch a telescope or express an original idea. Instead, she joins a group
of women “computers,” charting the
stars for a renowned astronomer
who calculates projects in “girl
hours” and has no time for the
women’s probing theories. As
Leavitt, in her free time, attempts to
measure the light and distance of
stars, she must also take measure of
her life on Earth, trying to balance
her dedication to science with family obligations and love. Showtimes
are 8 p.m., Thursday through
Saturday; 2 p.m., Sunday. Tickets
are $35. 241 S. Moreno Dr.
(310)364-0535, theatre40.org.

St. Patrick’s Day
Comedy & Cocktails

Get into the St. Patrick’s Day spirit
during a special edition of Bill
Devlin’s Comedy & Cocktails on
Thursday, March
17, at 8 p.m. in
the Wren Theatre
at the Irish
Import
Shop.
Devlin will headline the show
with top comedians and surprise
guests. Tickets start at $16 and there
is no drink minimum. 742 Vine St.
(323)498-4445. billdevlin.com.

Gustavo Santaolalla

UCLA’s Center for the Art of
Performance welcomes Oscar-winning musician, film composer and
producer Gustavo Santaolalla on
Thursday, March 17, at 8 p.m. in
Royce Hall. Accompanied by his
band, SantaBanda, Santaolalla will
perform music from throughout his
career. His style mixes the traditional music of Argentina, tango, electronica and progressive rock. The
evening will feature work from
Santao-lalla’s
solo albums and
contributions to
movies, as well
as music he
composed for
the video game,
“The Last of
Us.”
Tickets
start at $39. 10745 Dickson Court.
(310)825-2101, cap.ucla.edu.

status and to remain home when
sick or in close contact with someone with COVID-19.
For information, send an e-mail
to
businessrecovery@beverlyhills.org, or visit beverlyhills.org/coronavirus.

WeHo observes Red Cross Month

The city of West Hollywood is
observing Red Cross Month in
March to honor and celebrate the
American Red Cross and its commitment to providing humanitarian
relief for people around the world.
The city’s recognition includes lighting West Hollywood City Hall in red
through March 15.
“In 2021, the American Red Cross
celebrated 140 years of compassionate service and reaffirmed its dedication to helping people in need
throughout the United States and, in
association with other Red Cross
networks, throughout the world,”
West Hollywood Councilman John
M. Erickson said. “Recognizing
March as Red Cross Month provides
an amazing opportunity for the city
of West Hollywood to take part in
raising awareness about this impor-

tant work and to honor and celebrate
the Red Cross employees, volunteers, donors and partners who have
committed their lives to making a
difference in their neighborhoods
and communities across the world.”
The city of West Hollywood
encourages community members to
participate in Red Cross Month by
volunteering, giving blood, learning
lifesaving skills and participating in
the ADVANCE Study, which could
lead to significant change to blood
donor eligibility for men who have
sex with men.
The Red Cross provides 40% of
the nation’s blood and blood components, which are donated by the public. There is currently a national
blood shortage and donations are
critically needed. For information,
visit redcross.org and weho.org.
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BH business helps make March matter
n Children’s Hospital

Los Angeles launches
fundraising campaign
By aaron Blevins
A Beverly Hills restaurant is
among more than 100 businesses
that have signed up to make this
month matter for patients at
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles.
The hospital’s Make March
Matter campaign launched in 2016
in an effort to engage local businesses in fundraising for its critical
services – an endeavor that is close
to the heart of Mírame founding
partner Matt Egan.
Egan’s son, Dylan, 8, has been a

patient at CHLA since he was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes at the
age of 2.
“The children’s hospital really
became a part of our lives for a
number of years when my son was
young,” he said. “The caregivers,
the case managers, the doctors all
became almost a part of our family.
It’s something that’s very dear to
me, and that’s why we want to support it.”
Mírame, a Mexican-inspired
restaurant in the Business Triangle,
is offering its guests an opportunity
to support the hospital through the
month. Guests who donate more
than $10 to the children’s hospital
will receive a free shot of mezcal,
and to-go customers will have an
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Actors Jamie Lee Curtis and Matt LeBlanc helped Children’s Hospital
Los Angeles kick off its fundraising campaign on March 1.

opportunity to round up their total
bills to benefit CHLA.
“For me, it’s just so nice to give
back,” Egan said.
CHLA officials certainly appreciate the gesture. Jillian Green, the
hospital’s associate vice president,
said the fundraising initiative supports the 350 different specialties
CHLA offers to its patients.
“It’s to help our patients and families, and we treat everything from
broken bones to the most rare and
complex diseases,” she said.
On March 1, CHLA kicked off its
seventh annual Make March Matter
campaign, which has raised $9 million since its inception. Actors
Jamie Lee Curtis and Matt LeBlanc
spoke during the virtual press conference.
“I know that everyone in Los
Angeles wants to do something. We
all want to do better,” Curtis said.
“We all want to make March matter
in our lives. We want to connect to
our communities. We want to feel
that we are a part of something.
That is what community is all
about.”
Green said the campaign is
scheduled strategically. Many businesses make charitable donations
throughout the holidays, but March
is a good time of year to re-engage
them – especially with spring
approaching, she said.
“Spring is [representative] of
rebirth and new beginnings, and
that is something we focus on for
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles –
building healthy futures for our
children,” Green added.
She said one of the benefits of the
campaign is that it does not require

photo courtesy of Matt Egan

Mírame founding partner Matt Egan opted to participate in Make March
Matter after his son, Dylan, received treatment at CHLA.

residents to do anything but what
they normally would be doing –
frequenting small, local businesses
and enjoying themselves. However,
several large chains are involved as
well, Green said.
“We have big businesses, small
businesses, mom and pop shops,
online [businesses], retail, brick and
mortar, fashion, fitness, beauty,
L.A. sports teams, professional services – you name it,” she added.
“They’re all doing different
fundraising activities throughout
the month to raise funds to support
the hospital. Some are donating a
portion of sales from a specific
time; others are inviting their customers to make a donation. Some
are hosting events and donating a
percentage of their ticket sales.”
For Egan, the timing of the campaign is impeccable. Mírame

opened in July 2020, when
COVID-19 restricted dining in Los
Angeles County. Egan said the
restaurant persisted, utilizing outdoor dining options to survive.
“Beverly Hills, as well as the
greater Los Angeles area, really
embraced what we were doing,
which is contemporary Mexican
with California sensibility,” he said.
Now, employees are able to work
with their masks off, and the county
is recovering, Egan said.
“The city’s coming back,” he
added. “Traffic is increasing.
People are out on the streets.
Nightlife is coming back. It really
seems like we’re breaking out of
this COVID slumber, and everybody’s ready to get back to normal
life.”
For a list of participating businesses, visit makemarchmatter.org.
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Men from Bay Area charged with auto burglaries Defendant pleads guilty in
murder of Jacqueline Avant
By edwin folven

Authorities have arrested four
suspects from the Bay Area who
allegedly committed a series of auto
burglaries in communities throughout Los Angeles County from Feb.
24-28, including four in the Los
Angeles Police Department’s
Wilshire Division.
The suspects were arrested on
Feb. 28 at a hotel in Inglewood after
police tracked them to the location
through vehicle descriptions provided by witnesses. The suspects were
identified as Keith Attaway, 28,
Timothy Attaway, 29, Donnie
Howard, 32, and Anthony Pier, 19.
They are from the community of
Richmond, located north of
Oakland in the eastern part of the
Bay Area.
Detective Sam Arnold, of the
Wilshire Division, said the suspects
specifically came to Los Angeles to
commit vehicle burglaries and targeted rental vehicles and cars with
out-of-state license plates. The four
suspects are affiliated with gangs,
and police believe they came to Los
Angeles to commit crimes. They
were previously unknown to law
enforcement authorities in Southern
California, Arnold said.
The auto burglaries in the local
area occurred in the neighborhoods
around Melrose and La Brea
avenues. Other break-ins allegedly
attributed to the men were reported
in the LAPD’s West Los Angeles
Division, as well as the cities of
Santa Monica and Long Beach, and
neighborhoods patrolled by the Los
Angeles
County
Sheriff’s
Department in the San Gabriel
Valley cities of Walnut and
Rowland Heights.
“They were all over the place,”
Arnold said. “We have 13 different
break-ins, including four tied to this
area. We recovered 21 laptops and
iPads, high-end purses, cameras and
other property. We also recovered
three firearms, including a handgun
illegally converted to fully automatic fire.”

By edwin folven

photo courtesy of the LAPD

Police recovered laptops, iPads and other property from a hotel room
occupied by the alleged auto burglary suspects.

The suspects were charged with
auto burglary and weapons violations and are being held in custody
pending court proceedings on
March 15.
Arnold said authorities have
returned property seized at the hotel
to some of the owners but are in the
process of identifying others. Some
owners live on the East Coast and
told police they never thought they
would see their belongings again,
Arnold added.
“They were really surprised when
we called,” he added. “One guy didn’t believe us. We called from an
unregistered number and he thought
it was a prank.”
Arnold said in 2018, police began
seeing a trend of suspects coming to
Los Angeles from the Bay Area to
commit auto burglaries, but the trend
subsided during the pandemic. Now
that pandemic-related restrictions

have been lifted, police have begun
to see an uptick again, he added.
Members of the public are warned
to never leave valuables in plain
sight inside parked vehicles and are
encouraged to update smart phones
and computers with tracking software. Arnold said many times people do not know their smart phone’s
user ID and password, or have them
stored on the devices, making it
impossible for police to find them.
“It’s important that they keep that
information someplace safe so it can
be provided to police,” Arnold
added. “We want to make sure people are aware that these crimes are
happening. I don’t want them to
come here and get victimized.”
The Wilshire Division encourages
anyone who believes they may have
been a victim of the auto burglaries
or is seeking information to email
wilshireautos@lapd.online.

Men who attacked victims in Turkish restaurant sentenced
Two men were sentenced to federal prison terms on March 7 for their
involvement in an attack in Nov.
2020 at a Turkish restaurant in
Beverly Hills.
William Stepanyan, 23, of
Glendale, was sentenced to five years
in federal prison, and Harutyun Harry
Chalikyan, 24, of Tujunga, was sentenced to 15 months in prison. Both
defendants pleaded guilty last
October to one count of conspiracy
and one count of committing a hate
crime. The men were also ordered to
pay $21,200 in restitution to the victims.
The men entered the family-owned
Café Istanbul at 326 S. Beverly Drive
on Nov. 4, 2020, and attacked five
members of a family that operates the
restaurant. The suspects shouted ethnic slurs, hurled chairs at the victims
and threatened to kill them, prosecutors said.
The attack coincided with longsimmering tensions in the Turkish
and Armenian communities in
response to a 2020 war between
Armenia and Azerbaijan, a Turkishbacked
neighboring
country.
According to court documents, the
defendants, who are members of the
Armenian American community,
attacked the victims inside the restaurant out of anger about Turkey’s support of Azerbaijan in its conflict with
Armenia. Earlier that day, Stepanyan

sent a text message saying that he
planned to go “hunting for [T]urks,”
according to court documents.
The defendants drove to the restaurant with a group of approximately
nine individuals who planned to
demonstrate outside. Shortly after
arriving, Stepanyan and Chalikyan
entered the restaurant, threw wooden
chairs at the victims, smashed glassware, destroyed a plexiglass barrier,
overturned tables and threatened to
kill the victims. Stepanyan pulled out
the restaurant’s computer terminals
and stole a victim’s iPhone. The
restaurant sustained $20,000 in damage.
Three victims were injured, including one who collapsed, according to
court documents.
“These defendants were driven by
hate, and their actions were
deplorable,” United States Attorney
Tracy L. Wilkison said. “The physical injuries and emotional trauma to
the victims cannot be understated. We
hope that the sentences handed down
will help vindicate those harms.”
“The victims in this case were brutally attacked by the defendants who
trampled their civil rights and likely
caused lasting psychological pain for
nothing more than the perception of
where they were born,” said Kristi
Johnson, assistant director in charge
of the FBI’s Los Angeles Field
Office.

The FBI and Beverly Hills Police
Department investigated the incident.

A 30-year-old parolee pleaded
guilty on March 3 to murdering
philanthropist Jacqueline Avant
and attempting to kill her security
guard during a burglary on Dec.
1 at Avant’s home in Trousdale
Estates.
The defendant, Aariel Maynor,
pleaded guilty to one count each
of first-degree murder, attempted
murder and possession of a
firearm by a felon, as well as two
counts of first-degree residential
burglary with a person present.
He also admitted an allegation
that he used an assault weapon
during the crime, according to
authorities.
“This crime continues to shock
the conscience. Mrs. Avant’s
death was a tragic loss felt by our
entire community,” Los Angeles
County District Attorney George
Gascón said. “In this case, the
defendant is facing 170 years to
life in prison and is ineligible for
elderly parole. Our Bureau of
Victim Services will continue to
be in contact with the family and
their representatives to offer trauma-informed services.”
“We are pleased to see Maynor
will remain behind bars where he
belongs,” Beverly Hills Police
Department Chief Mark G.
Stainbrook added. “Our thoughts
continue to be with the Avant
family.”

Authorities said Maynor broke
into the residence in the 1100
block of Maytor Place at approximately 2:20 a.m. on Dec. 1 and
shot Avant, 81. Her husband,
music producer Clarence Avant,
was home at the time but was not
injured. The suspect also fired a
shot at a security guard but
missed, and the guard was not
injured.
Maynor was arrested on Dec. 1
after he burglarized a residence
in the 6000 block of Graciosa
Drive in the Hollywood Hills, a
little more than hour after shooting Avant. The suspect accidentally shot himself in the foot during the burglary, police said. Los
Angeles Police Department officers found Maynor hiding in the
resident’s back yard and took
him into custody. Police recovered an AR-15-style gun at home
on Graciosa Drive that was
believed to have been the
weapon used in Avant’s murder.
The Beverly Hills Police
Department had notified other
law enforcement agencies about
the homicide and LAPD officers
realized Maynor was likely
involved in that crime. The suspect was turned over to BHPD
investigators, who announced his
arrest on Dec. 2. He has remained
in custody since.
Maynor is scheduled to be sentenced on March 30 and faces up
to 170 years to life in prison.

Suspect sought for fatal hit-and-run

Detectives with the Los Angeles
Police Department’s West Traffic
Division are asking for the public’s
help in identifying a suspect involved
in a fatal hit-and-run collision that
killed a 22-year-old man on March 5.
At approximately 2:30 a.m. on
March 5, a multi-vehicle traffic collision occurred at the intersection of
Western Avenue and Olympic
Boulevard. The driver of a blue
Dodge Caravan was traveling northbound on Western Avenue when the
vehicle collided with a man heading
eastbound on an e-scooter. The

scooter rider was ejected and fell on
the roadway. A vehicle traveling
southbound on Western Avenue
struck the scooter rider and did not
stop.
Los Angeles Fire Department
paramedics pronounced the scooter
driver dead at scene. The 39-year-old
driver of the Dodge Caravan stopped
at the scene and was not cited or
arrested. Alcohol or drugs were not a
factor in the initial collision, police
said. Anyone with information is
urged to call detectives at (213)4730234.
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Epstein stresses community engagement
n Former Mid City West

chair runs for L.A. City
Council’s 5th District
By edwin folven
As a member of the Mid City
West Neighborhood Council for
nine years, Scott Epstein helped
organize local beautification efforts,
a community response to homelessness and projects aimed at making
streets more pedestrian and bicycle
friendly. After joining the council in
2012, Epstein was elected by fellow
council members seven times to
serve as Mid City West’s chairman
from 2014-21.
Now, Epstein is running for the
open 5th District City Council seat.
Councilman Paul Koretz will be
termed out in 2022. A Carthay
Square resident who previously
lived in the Fairfax District for 14

years, Epstein said he is intimately
familiar with issues affecting the
local community. As a public policy
analyst for the University of
California Los Angeles, Epstein
also has experience in addressing
issues from a broader perspective.
He launched his campaign in late
2020 and is engaging constituents
leading up to the June 7 primary
election.
“We knew we wanted to
[announce] early to build momentum, and I had been planning this
for quite some time,” Epstein said.
“I am a grassroots candidate, so
momentum and time to grow is
important. It’s really a very clear
line from the issues I worked on and
made substantial progress on as
chair of Mid City West to the issues
that are the prime focus in our campaign. The big three issues to me
continue to be ending homelessness
in a compassionate way, addressing

Party street closures upcoming
Vanity Fair will be returning to
Beverly Hills to host its postAcademy Awards Party in the
400 block of North Crescent
Drive, adjacent to City Hall, on
Sunday, March 27.
North Crescent Drive between
North Santa Monica Boulevard
and South Santa Monica
Boulevard will be closed from 10
p.m. on Tuesday, March 15, to 10
p.m. on Thursday, March 31.
All businesses on Crescent
Drive will be accessible during
the partial closure. Motorists are
urged to use alternate routes and

heed all directional signage.
Access remains open to local
parking garages.
From 3 p.m. on Sunday, March
27, to 2 a.m. Monday, March 28,
several roads will be impacted.
North Canon Drive between
North and South Santa Monica
Boulevard will be closed, as will
the eastbound lanes on South
Santa Monica Boulevard starting
at Civic Center, with lanes closed
from Rexford Drive to North
Canon Drive.
For information, visit beverlyhills.org/vanityfair.

affordability in our city comprehensively and taking local action on climate change, in particular, building
a multi-modal transportation system
for our city.”
Epstein founded the Midtown
Los Angeles Homeless Coalition, a
nonprofit connecting homeless individuals with services and housing.
Mobilizing volunteers, the coalition
has also counted unhoused individuals in the Mid City West community as part of the annual Greater Los
Angeles Homeless Count.
“This has been a problem decades
in the making,” Epstein said. “We
do need a service approach that
meets the individual needs of all
populations. But what I think is
clear from research, and what
makes L.A. so different from many
other cities in terms of the scale of
the problem, is our housing crisis.
Our housing and homeless crises
are inexplicably linked, and we will
never solve homelessness if we
don’t solve housing.”
Epstein said he will focus on
ways to create more affordable
housing for low-income residents to
ensure they do not fall into homelessness in the first place.
“On the housing front, we need to
be moving faster on both temporary
arrangements and permanent supportive housing. On the temporary
side, that could look like Tiny Home
Villages, safe parking, safe camping,” Epstein said. “I think we also
need to be much more creative in
how we construct and site these projects. We need to be using innovative methods that are cheaper.”
Epstein said one way to potentially add more housing stock quickly
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Scott Epstein

is to reduce parking requirements
for new buildings, which drive up
costs. Developers could build projects with less parking more quickly
and at a lower cost. He said changes
to city regulations and requirements, as well as zoning, could be
an important part of the solution.
The candidate added that he is
focused on transportation, and envisions a system in which cars, bicycles and pedestrians each have a
stake. As chair of Mid City West, he
helped create a bikeway along
Rosewood Avenue that provides a
safer alternative to major streets.
“On the transportation front, we
need to do a number of things. One
is, we’re spending a lot of money
on big projects, rail projects like the
Purple Line Extension, like the
Sepulveda Pass Transit Corridor.
We need to make sure we do them
right,” Epstein said. “For example,
with the Sepulveda Transit
Corridor, there is a proposed alternative that doesn’t even serve

UCLA directly. That’s crazy given
that UCLA is home to tens of thousands of transit-reliant students and
is the second largest employer in
the county. We need to be smarter
about resources we are already
committed to spending.”
There is a lot of work necessary
on surface streets to accommodate
all types of users, Epstein said.
“That looks like a robust bikeway network that feels safe for anybody, whether you’re age 8 or age
80,” he added. “That would be protected bike lanes, neighborhood
greenways like the one I founded
through Mid City West with traffic
calming on side streets. And then,
we also need infrastructure for
buses.”
Epstein said what differentiates
his campaign is public engagement,
and residents can expect more of
that in the coming weeks.
“We’ve been trying to model
what council leadership should
look like before we are in City
Council,” Epstein said. “I believe
council members should be in the
community talking to regular people, not just in back yards raising
money from rich folks.”
Epstein said if he is elected councilman, he will continue bringing
people together.
“Based on my decade of community leadership, one of my main
observations has been that our failure to make progress in L.A. is not
for a lack of resources or smart people or good ideas, it’s from a lack of
political will and skill in bringing
communities along and building
coalitions for change. That’s a
skillset I think I uniquely have in
the field and I think it is a uniquely
important one for the political
moment we are in right now.”
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Celebrating Women’s History Month
BY RANCE COLLINS
In honor of Women’s History
Month for the next few weeks we
will profile some of the dynamic
women who make significant contributions to our community and
help turn the wheels of progress.

photo courtesy Ilysha Buss

Ilysha Buss
Ilysha Buss is the director of marketing at the Original Farmers
Market on the corner of Third
Street and Fairfax Avenue. She
joined the company in 2006 and
works with the marketing and
tourism initiatives. A native of
Tucson, Arizona, Buss received her
bachelor’s degree in public relations from the Annenberg School of
Journalism at the University of
Southern California. Prior to joining the Farmers Market, Buss
worked with Omnicom public relation firms and was responsible for

handling the Muppets Holding
Company LLC.
At the Farmers Market, Buss
developed and implemented the
75th anniversary campaign, which
was recognized by the California
Travel and Tourism Commission
with the organization’s Award of
Excellence. She works with licensing and branding activities for the
company, including a successful
partnership with Los Angeles
International Airport, which has
brought the iconic Famers Market
to travelers passing through LAX
through a retail location.
Buss resides in Burbank with her
husband, Eric, and her 10-year-old
son, Dimitri.
She works with the market merchants on a daily basis. Buss is
proud of the strong contingent of
female store owners within the
Farmers Market, which has a long
history of supporting women. The
first merchant at the venue was
actually Blanche Magee in 1934,
founder of Magee’s Kitchen, which
operates to this day.
“Our female business owners are
very strong,” Buss said, “They run
some of the high-profile businesses
at the market.”
Buss said the Farmers Market is a
“family friendly” workplace that
encourages a sense of community.
“I think it’s great for my son to
see me in this role,” she said. “He’s
grown up at the Farmers Market
since he was a baby, and he understands how hard we all work to
ensure that all of these small businesses are successful and that other
families can make a livelihood in it.
So, it’s just really a lovely circle of

girl power.
“I am very grateful that I have
grown up in an era and nation
where I was encouraged to pursue
my education and the career of my
choice, while also seeking personal
fulfillment as a wife and a mother,”
Buss added.
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Capri Maddox
Capri Maddox is the executive
director and general manager of the
Los Angeles Civil and Human
Rights and Equity Department.
Appointed in February 2020 by
Mayor Eric Garcetti, Maddox is the
first person to serve in the role. She
works to address systemic racism
and bias across all areas of education, employment, commerce and
housing. She works closely with the
Commission on Civil Rights, the
Commission on the Status of
Women,
the
Reparations
Commission and the Human
Relations Commission, leveling the
playing field for underserved com-

munities.
Previously, Maddox was a senior
advisor to City Attorney Mike
Feuer. While there, she helped to
acquire $43 million in resources for
students at the Los Angeles Unified
School District. She also managed
5,000 employees and an annual
budget of $1.8 billion as the president of the Los Angeles Board of
Public Works.
Maddox holds a Bachelor's
degree in criminal justice, as well as
a master of science in public administration degree, from California
State University, Los Angeles. She
continues to work as a mentor to
students at different universities,
including her alma mater.
Maddox is also on the board of
trustees for Southern California
Public Radio, and she is an active
member of First AME Church, Los
Angeles, along with her husband,
Kerman, and her 15-year-old son.
As a Black woman raised by
grandparents and family members
in the Los Angeles area, Maddox
credits community support for
helping her achieve so much success in her career. She notes that,
over the years, when she has been
in a room with people who perhaps
came to their positions through various privileges, she has felt a keen
sense of responsibility and accomplishment.
“Whenever I’m in an environment where it appears that I am
underrepresented, I know that I
overcompensate with a great deal
of confidence. Because I know that
it took a lot more for me to get here
to this room, compared to some
others that may be in that space,”
Maddox said.
“I find living in this skin as a
woman ... I find it very empowering
to know that I’ve made it to certain

levels without some of the advantages that may be afforded to others
who may share the same space as
me. It is a unique privilege for me,
with the background I have, to be in
the civil rights department at such a
time as this,” she added.

photo courtesy Sepi Shyne

Sepi Shyne
Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne
was elected the first woman of
color to the West Hollywood city
council in November 2020 as the
first LGBTQ Iranian to be elected
anywhere globally. Shyne earned a
bachelor’s degree at San Jose State
University with a double major in
accounting and management information systems. She went on to
receive her juris doctorate from the
Golden Gate University School of
Law.
Prior to her election, Shyne
served on local boards and commissions, including the city of West
Hollywood’s Lesbian and Gay
Advisory Board, the LGBT Bar
See Women page 22
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Local Belarusian-Americans oppose
Ukrainian conflict amid retaliation risks

By Rance collins

Conflicting intelligence has suggested that Belarus may join Russia
in its Ukrainian invasion. For the
Belarusian-American community
living in the Los Angeles area, this
presents a larger problem. Expressing
opposition to the aggression from
local activists runs counter to their
homeland’s apparent position. For
Belarusians, that can mean violence.
“It stems from the fact that most of
the community activists are relatively recent immigrants, with close family members in Belarus,” said Alena
Buinskaya, who runs the Belarusians
of Los Angeles Instagram account.
“We had cases of the regime retaliating against community members’
families for their activism, including
intimidation and threats and politically-motivated job termination.”
Through social media, Buinskaya
and her fellow community members
have organized protests and mobilized resources to help Ukrainians,
gathering in Hollywood, Venice,
Santa Monica and other areas to help
gather local support for the
Ukrainian people.
There is a significant BelarusianAmerican contingent in Los Angeles,
including populations in West
Hollywood, Hollywood and the
Miracle Mile. A small, but significant, uptick of immigration was seen
in recent years due to political unrest
in Belarus.
“During the crackdown of 2021 in
Belarus, many families had to quite
literally run for their lives,”
Buinskaya said.
She said many Angelenos are
unaware of the “crackdown” that has
occurred in recent years. Last week,
one Belarusian community member
at a protest in downtown Los Angeles
explained how Belarus came to be in
the precarious position it is in today.
“In 2020, Belarusian people loudly
and clearly said ‘enough’ to
Lukashenka’s regime,” the protestor
said, wishing to remain anonymous
for fear of retaliation. “However,
Belarusians underestimated the cruelty and barbaric nature of Lukashenka
and his puppeteer Putin. As a result,
today, our country is de facto occupied by the Russian military forces
and is used to launch despicable
attacks on Ukraine.”
Belarusian-American scholar and
activist Sasha Razor, public education specialist for the Center for
World Languages at the University
of California, Los Angeles, has been
impacted by the conflict in a way that
mirrors common Belarusian ties to
the Ukraine. Razor was a longtime
resident of West Hollywood and now
lives in Laurel Canyon.
“Thousands of invisible threads
bind us to Ukraine through our families, friends, and the recent refugee
community that fled the Lukashenka
regime,” Razor said. “At this point, I
do not have the words to describe
what we are experiencing. My husband’s father is being bombed in
Kyiv. After a stroke, he is paralyzed
and cannot go to the shelter. My
friend’s parents are too frail, recovering from COVID. Mom is sleeping in
the bathtub, and dad is sleeping by her
door. My other friend’s grandma is in
her 90s and in poor health. Did she
survive in Baby Yar to be bombed by
Putin and Lukashenka? I just can’t.”
The Belarusians of Los Angeles’
support of Ukraine stems from a
closely shared heritage between the
two countries.
“Belarus and Ukraine have strong
cultural ties and shared history,”

Buinskaya said. “Almost everyone
has some friends, relatives or at the
very least knows someone in
Ukraine. We want to offer them support and amplify their voices here as
much as possible.”
Ultimately, members of the
Belarusian community in Los
Angeles uniformly express hope for
peace, liberty for their own country
and the Ukraine, and a resolution to
the ongoing war.
“This should not be about how I
feel, but what needs to be done to

stop the war at the moment,” Razor
said. “The concept of collective
responsibility is not a simple one,
and I hope that we will have the luxury of making it all about ourselves
in the future, discussing how it is
applied. But first, we need to take out
Putin and Lukashenko.”
The Belarusians of Los Angeles
group can be found on Facebook and
Instagram and, according to
Buinskaya, will continue to protest
and demonstrate in support of the
Ukraine.

photo courtesy of Belarusians of Los Angeles

Belarusians of Los Angeles protested outside the federal building in
Westwood on Feb. 26 in support of Ukraine.
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CHASEN’S chili? Wow
She came along at a time when
actors had star power and panache.
Another good word, panache.
This recipe? Wow. Just wow.

BY CHRIS ERSKINE
Life, huh? My approach is very
simple: Avoid fast food and stemless wine glasses.
Here’s the deal: Stemless wine
glasses warm the wine too much in
your hand. I blame restaurants. A
while back, restaurant managers
adopted stemless wine glasses as a
solution to too-fragile stemmed
glasses. Then customers started
buying stemless glasses for the
home.
Don’t. Stemmed wine glasses
are the stiletto heels of the kitchen.
They are sassy, elegant, flirty, fun.
They capture moonlight the way
Sinatra captures the heart.
And about fast food: If there’s
one thing that shouldn’t be fast, it’s
food. A meal should be fussed over,
licked, loved. You’re going to
shove that stuff in your mouth,
after all.
As I’ve noted before, all happiness begins with the mouth: a
smile, a kiss, a laugh, a memorable
quip, a cheesy burger.
Honestly, is there another part of
the body responsible for so much
pleasure? Don’t answer that.
Wow, look where your mind
goes. I mean really.
I was telling my new sidekick
Suzanne that “wow” is my favorite
word. Say it aloud. Wow.
Technically, it’s an interjection.
Sometimes it’s a verb. Makes the
mouth into one of those cartoon
train tunnels. Come on, say it:
Wooooooow.
Flip it upside down and wow
becomes mom. Is there another
word that does that? I doubt it,
though as noted, I have a small,
tightly packed brain. I’m also the
type of person who puts cheesecake on his granola.
By the way, I saw “Being the
Ricardos” the other night. Wow.
Three thumbs up. Much better
than I expected. Russell Crowe
played Lucy. Wait, no. Nicole
Kidman. Always getting my
Aussies confused.
Then I saw “Westside Story.”
Wow, was that a dud. Spielberg?
Wow.
What wows you anymore —
what song, what movie? “Once
Upon a Time in Hollywood”
wowed me but not the Academy,
which seems smitten with dull,
artsy flicks that make you feel a
little less alive.
DEAR
HOLLYWOOD:
MAKE A MOVIE, ALREADY!
MAKE ME LAUGH, FALL IN
LOVE, CRY, SNEER, ANYTHING. GET OUT OF YOUR
OWN HEAD AND WOW ME.
Sorry, sometimes I get emotional. It’s just that…I don’t know,
doctor, I just feel so out of touch
sometimes — such an antiquity,
such a chest of drawers.
OK, some new things I really
like: Billie Eilish.
That’s about it.
But there’s such a wistfulness to
her music. A little bit of Jimmy
Webb, a dash of Amy Winehouse.
OK, I’ll confess: I also like the
new Corvettes, they’re pretty cool
too. I like labradoodles, breakfast
bowls and Chesapeake crabs (not
new, but now they deliver them to
your door).
Wow, we live in interesting
times. I say we embrace them. I
say we pursue a balanced life,
with some old things, a few new
things – not too many. In particular, avoid stemless wine glasses,
fast food and movies.

Just remember, all happiness
begins with the mouth.
With that in mind, I pass along
this recipe for Chasen’s famous
chili. Elizabeth Taylor used to
order it shipped to her on set in
Rome.

DEAR HOLLYWOOD:
MAKE A MOVIE,
ALREADY!
MAKE ME LAUGH,
FALL IN LOVE, CRY,
SNEER, ANYTHING.
GET OUT OF YOUR
OWN HEAD
AND WOW ME.
For you young-uns who don’t
remember Elizabeth Taylor; she
was an actress, she was a thunderstorm, she was our national velvet.

Chasen’s Famous Chili
Ingredients:
1/2 pound dried pinto beans
Two 16-oz cans of crushed
tomatoes
1 green pepper (cored, seeded
and chopped)
1.5 tablespoons vegetable oil
1.5 pounds chopped onions (3-4
medium onions)
2 cloves garlic crushed (I add
more, how can one go wrong with
more garlic?)
1/2 cup parsley finely chopped
1/2 cup butter (1 stick)
2.5 pounds of chuck steak (Ask
your butcher for a “chili” grind,
yes, it’s chunkier than regular
ground beef, who knew?)
1 pound lean pork (also “chili
grind”)
1/2 cup chili powder (editor’s
note: that seems a lot. Start with a
quarter cup and add to taste.)
2 tsp salt
1.5 tsp black pepper
1.5 tsp ground cumin
1/2 cup of Kahlua, the liqueur
Directions:
Rinse beans. Place in a large
bowl and add enough water to
cover them by 2 inches. Soak
overnight. The next day place beans
and soaking water in a large, heavy
pot. Simmer, covered until tender,
about 40 minutes. Add tomatoes
and simmer for 5 minutes.

Everybody’s Irish
on St. Patrick’s Day!

photo courtesy of JustAPinch.com

Chasen’s, famous for its chili, had booths named for celebrities, including
Frank Sinatra, Alfred Hitchcock and James Stewart. Located at the corner
of Beverly Boulevard and Doheny Drive, it closed in 1995.

In a large skillet, over medium
heat, sauté green peppers in veggie
oil for 5 minutes. Add onions and
cook, stirring frequently, until tender, about 10 minutes. Add garlic
and parsley. Remove from heat and
pour into a large bowl.
In the same skillet, melt butter
over medium heat. Brown the
chuck and pork, stirring occasionally, for 15 minutes. Stir in chili
powder and reserved onion mixture. Cook for 10 minutes. Add
meat and onion mixture. Season
with salt, pepper and cumin.
Simmer, covered, for 1 hour.
Remove cover and cook 30 minutes longer. Skim any fat off the
top.
You could serve now, but restaurant owner Dave Chasen would let
it cool, then cover and put in the
fridge overnight, for the flavors to
blend.

BIG NOTE: Often Chasen
would enter the restaurant to oversee the cooking, and then would
add his “SECRET INGREGIENT”
... 1/2 cup of KAHLUA! (add last
15 minutes prior to serving)
Submitted by Cathy Walker
Montgomery, who drew this from
two sources: “Great Recipes from
Los Angeles – Favorite Dishes
from
the
City’s
Leading
Restaurants” and a Nancy J.
Patrykus post on Justapinch.com,
the cooking site. The Kahlua trick
came from Patrykus.
Chris Erskine was a columnist
for the Los Angeles Times for 25
years. His work can now be found
here twice a month. Keep track of
his books, his hiking club and other
activities at ChrisErskineLA.com

Erin Go Bragh!
It’s Your LUCKY Day!

We have all the supplies you need
to make your St. Patrick’s Day
Celebration
a Pot of Gold!
party favors • paper goods

Join us for the
Best Corned Beef in town!

balloons • banners • buttons

$18.50

shamrocks galore & more!

Since 1931

good luck charms

BALLOONS!!
Open
24 Hours

World Famous, Award Winning Restaurant • Deli • Bakery • Bar

10% off all merchandise in the store
with this coupon!
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

419 N. Fairfax Ave. (323) 651-2030
Come see us at our 2nd location
12109 Santa Monica Blvd. at Bundy
(424) 317-0307

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124
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Beverly Hills private vaults company guilty
of federal money laundering charge
By edwin folven

The company that owned and
operated U.S. Private Vaults in
Beverly Hills, which has been under
investigation since at least March
2021 for allegedly renting safe
deposit boxes that were used by
some customers to stash drugs, valuables and cash, pleaded guilty to a
money laundering charge in a plea
agreement entered on March 2 in
United States District Court.
U.S. Private Vaults, a company
based in Nevada and registered as a
California corporation, was formerly
located at 9182 W. Olympic Blvd. It
has been closed since federal agents
raided the business on March 22,
2021, and seized drugs, firearms and
large amounts of gold bullion, cash
and other valuables from safety
deposit boxes rented by private customers.
U.S. Private Vaults advertised that
it offered safe deposit boxes that
were safer than those in banks. The
company was charged in a threecount federal indictment unsealed on
April 2, 2021, alleging it allowed
customers to store controlled substances in safe deposit boxes, that it
conspired to offer safe deposit boxes
for the purpose of hiding currency
and valuables from the government,
and that at least one employee was
involved with arranging drug sales
at the site.
As part of the agreement to plead
guilty to money laundering, the
company will be dissolved, and the
government will drop the other
charges. Fines and restitution
imposed could be up to $500,000.
The specific sentence will be deter-

mined by a judge at a future hearing.
The owners of U.S. Private Vaults,
Mark Paul and Michael Poliak, were
never charged. Federal authorities
have remained tight-lipped about the
case and declined to provide any
comment, including why Paul and
Poliak were not criminally charged.
Thom Mrozek, a spokesman for the
U.S. attorney’s office, provided a
copy of the plea agreement but
declined to provide further details.
In the plea agreement, the company admitted that it conducted transactions involving property that it
knew was from the distribution of
controlled substances. The company
agreed to forfeit property seized and
to not make any future claims against
the government regarding the return
of property.
The plea agreement places in
question the future of property that
was not illegal but was seized during
the search last March at U.S. Private
Vaults. Some of the property was
returned to customers who filed
claims with the FBI and proved their
property was not involved in criminal activity. The exact number of
customers who have received property back, or may be waiting to
receive their property, was not available.
Robert Frommer, a senior attorney
with the Institute for Justice, a nonprofit public interest law firm, represents seven customers who had property seized, and has filed a class
action lawsuit against the government on behalf of dozens of other
U.S. Private Vaults customers. He
said the cases are pending as they
make their way through the federal
courts and vowed to continue putting
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Mayor Eric Garcetti, seated center, signed a new city ordinance on
March 7 to lower speed limits on many city streets.

Speed limit reductions boost safety
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
held a signing ceremony on March 7
for an ordinance that will lower speed
limits on 177 miles of city streets. The
ordinance, which was drafted by the
Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office
and approved by the City Council,
was a direct result of the passage of
Assembly Bill 43, a state bill authored
by Assemblywoman Laura Friedman
(D-Glendale) that grants greater
authority to cities to control speed limits.
“Nothing is more important than
the safety of our residents, and we
need every tool at our disposal to
ensure every decision we make prioritizes their well-being,” Garcetti said.
“The ability to manage speed limits
locally is critical to reducing the risk
of fatalities and serious injuries, and
after a long fight at the state and local
levels, this ordinance will help make
our streets safer for everyone who
uses them.”
Garcetti and his office worked
closely with Friedman to help create
the bill, which specifically targets
speed limit reductions on streets with

high rates of traffic fatalities and
severe injuries, as well as heavilytrafficked pedestrian and bicycle
routes. Many of the streets are located
in the San Fernando Valley and South
Los Angeles. On the Westside, speed
limits on Overland Avenue between
Pico Boulevard and Coventry Place
will be reduced from 40 mph to 35
mph, and on Overland Avenue
between Palms and Washington
boulevards, speed limits will be
reduced from 35 mph to 30 mph. For
a list of additional streets on which
speed limits will change, visit
clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/211223_rpt_dot_2-10-22.pdf.
“I
am
so
grateful
to
Assemblymember Friedman for
working with us to convince the
California Legislature to return discretion over local speed limits to
Los Angeles and other California
cities,” added Councilman Paul
Koretz, 5th District. “Finally, with
the partnership of the department of
transportation, swift work is being
done to reduce speeds on 177 miles
of local roads.”

pressure on the government to return
the property to its rightful owners.
“We took the cases because we
had never seen anything like this
anywhere in the country. [The government] violated their Fourth
Amendment rights and shouldn’t be
allowed to keep their stuff,”
Frommer said. “They violated the
constitution by seizing this property.
Because they violated their rights,
the court should order that [the government] turn over all the property. A
lot of people were left in the cold.”

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

U.S. Private Vaults operated at 9182 W. Olympic Blvd. until it was raided
by federal authorities in March 2021.
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Lam brings years of experience to role of
cantor at Beverly Hills Temple of the Arts
By edwin folven
During his years as a voice
coach, Nathan Lam worked with
Rod Stewart, Ringo Starr, Johnny
Mathis, David Coverdale, Belinda
Carlisle and a long list of other
celebrities.
But Lam said one of the most fulfilling aspects of his life and career
has been serving as a cantor, helping people heal through the power
of music.
Lam is bringing that power to
Beverly Hills Temple of the Arts,
where he has joined Rabbi David
Barron, music director Sharon
Farber and cantor Ilysia Pierce in
presenting services and musical
programs in the Saban Theatre, a
1,900-seat historic art deco venue at
8440 Wilshire Blvd. that is owned
by the temple. Lam said he is excited to get started and has big plans
for the music programs that include
offering more online access and
creating new avenues for youth
music.
“I’ve been involved with Jewish
music since I was a child. I’ve been
a professional cantor for 54 years,”
Lam said. “I am a cantor, a member
of the clergy, and part of my job in
the world is to heal, to give people
comfort and to heal people in the
best way I can through my music.”
The temple will hold its first live
service featuring Lam, and a 30voice gospel choir, at 8 p.m. on
Friday, March 25, in the Saban

Theatre. The public is welcome.
Lam will also lead the temple’s
new Music and Cultural Center,
through which he plans to expand
programming to reach people
throughout the United States and
around the world. He said it will
involve music, film and other artistic mediums, as well as educational
programs for students.
“I think the Temple of the Arts
offers the perfect opportunity to
expand into that area, where we have
enough material to put out there on
the internet, or to put out there on our
YouTube [page] and Facebook, or
through Jewish Live Television
Network, a lot of different ways of
presenting stuff so people can hear
Jewish music,” Lam said.
Lam was born in Boyle Heights
and raised in the San Fernando
Valley, where he attended temple as
a youth in North Hollywood.
Before coming to Beverly Hills
Temple of the Arts, he previously
served as cantor at the Stephen S.
Wise Temple in Bel Air. After retiring approximately one year ago,
Lam said he thought he would take
a “long sabbatical,” but a friend
who is a member of Beverly Hills
Temple of the Arts suggested he
join the staff at the temple. After
meeting with Barron, Lam enthusiastically came on board.
“You come to a certain age and
think you are ready to retire. I’ve
known Rabbi Barron for many,
many years, and I know a lot of

said one of the most memorable
experiences was in the late 1980s
when he worked as a voice coach
and toured with Ringo Starr and
His All-Star Band.
“That was a kick, standing on
stage with Ringo Starr and Joe
Walsh,” Lam added. “When Joe
Walsh did the opening guitar solo to
‘Life in the Fast Lane,’ I was standing there, in Irving, Texas, and
thinking, ‘Here I am, a boy from
Boyle Heights, and here’s Joe
Walsh, one of the greatest guitar
players that ever lived.’”
Lam said he could go on all day
with celebrity stories and anecdotes

about singers he has worked with,
but said he still believes the focus
should be on the listener, the one
who receives and experiences the
music. That will remain at the forefront during his time at Beverly
Hills Temple of the Arts, and he
invites everyone to experience it for
themselves.
“I am very excited about it,” Lam
said. “What I am seeing here is an
opportunity in a very incredible
venue. I am so honored and grateful
that I am able to work with Rabbi
Barron and the rest of the staff and
to be part of the Beverly Hills
Temple of the Arts.”

LACO presents music by Bach
photo courtesy of Nathan Lam

Cantor Nathan Lam has joined the
Beverly Hills Temple of the Arts
and will perform in his first service
on March 25.

members of the Beverly Hills
Temple of the Arts,” Lam said.
“I’ve always been in awe of their
programming. They have wonderful programming and it’s a great
opportunity.”
Lam has a long history of using
music to help people heal, and his
work has taken him to many places
and brought him together with
many famous people. He has
worked as a voice coach for celebrities and has helped many rehabilitate and heal their vocal cords. He

Los
Angeles
Chamber
Orchestra’s Westside Chamber
Series features a musical twist
with Bach’s “Goldberg Variations
for String Orchestra,” led by
Concertmaster Margaret Batjer,
on Saturday, March 12, at 8 p.m.
at the Broad Stage in Santa
Monica.
Bach’s monumental work, published in 1741 and comprised of 30
variations originally written for
solo keyboard, gained prominence
in the 20th century with pianist
Glenn Gould’s famed 1955 recording, and violinist Dmitry
Sitkovetsky’s 1984 arrangement
for strings, the version LACO is
presenting. Dedicated to Gould,
the performance honors Bach’s
seminal work note-for-note, while
imbuing it with a fresh new musical perspective.
Tickets are $58. The Broad
Stage is located at 1310 11th St.,

photo courtesy of Margaret Batjer

Concertmaster Margaret Batjer
will lead the Los Angeles
Chamber Orchestra in a performance of Bach’s “Goldberg
Variations for String Orchestra”
on March 12.

Santa Monica. For information
and tickets, call (213)622 7001
ext. 1, and visit laco.org.
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Metro plans meetings on decking removal in April
Metro is planning a major
upcoming street restoration project
around the Wilshire/La Brea station
in April and is holding online meetings on the decking removal on
Tuesday, March 15, from 6-6:45
p.m., and Wednesday, March 16,
from noon-12:45 p.m., via Zoom.
To join the meetings, visit
zoom.us/j/96626476708.
Registration required in advance.
The public can also participate by
calling (669)900-9128, and entering the webinar ID: 966 2647 6708.
Crews will remove decking on
Wilshire Boulevard between La
Brea and Highland avenues from
April 22 through July 11, which
will require full weekend closures
of Wilshire Boulevard. The work
will occur from 9 p.m. on Fridays
through 6 a.m. on Mondays, and the
street will be restored for weekday
commutes.
Metro is also advising about construction on the Purple Line
Extension project that will impact
traffic along Wilshire Boulevard in
Westwood. Crews will be reconfiguring traffic lanes from 9 p.m. on
Friday, March 11, through 6 a.m. on

Monday, March 14, as part of piling
work
for
the
future
Westwood/UCLA subway station.
Pile installation on Wilshire
Boulevard between Veteran Avenue
and Westwood Boulevard will
move to the middle of the street.
Wilshire Boulevard will be restriped, and concrete K-rail barriers
will be placed along the border of
the work zone to protect the public.
The work will require traffic to be
reduced to one lane in each direction
on Wilshire Boulevard between
Westwood Boulevard and Veteran
Avenue. Traffic control officers will
be deployed to mitigate impacts
during the initial phase of the traffic
flow reconfiguration. The construction will occur through May 14 and
notices will be updated online each
week at metro.net/projects/westside.
Work is occurring at many other
places along the subway project on
Wilshire Boulevard. In Beverly
Hills, crews are working on the
future
Wilshire/Rodeo
and
Wilshire/La Cienega subway stations. At Wilshire/Rodeo, the current phase of station construction
will occur through 2024. Lanes on

Wilshire Boulevard will be intermittently closed between El
Camino and Crescent drives.
Geotechnical instruments are also
being installed on sidewalks from
Century City to La Cienega
Boulevard to monitor ground
movement, settlement and other
geological impacts.
Near Wilshire/La Cienega, crews
are building appendage structures,
which are passageways and rooms
adjacent to the main subway station. The work will be ongoing
through the third quarter of 2022
and traffic on Wilshire Boulevard
will be impacted. Two lanes will be
open in each direction between La
Cienega and San Vicente boulevards, and Gale Drive will be temporarily closed north of Wilshire
Boulevard through April. A new
phase of the work is scheduled to
begin in April, when Gale Drive
will be closed south of Wilshire
Boulevard.
Construction is also occurring at
and around a future subway station
at Wilshire/Fairfax. Station construction will occurr in a staging area
at Wilshire Boulevard and Ogden

photo by Edwin Folven

Metro is planning to remove decking on Wilshire Boulevard between La
Brea and Highland avenues from April through July. The work will require
full street closures during weekends.

Drive, and in a work zone at the
southeast corner of Wilshire
Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue.
Through 2024, a K-rail work zone
will be located in the middle of
Wilshire
Boulevard
between
Courtyard Place and Masselin
Avenue to support construction in

City leaders tout utility debt relief programs

utility debt relief action funded
through the CARES Act, which
was disseminated through $500
direct checks to customers. The
mayor’s office, LADWP and the
Bureau of Sanitation are continuing
to advocate for additional utility
relief at the state and federal levels.
“We have to make sure that
Angelenos know they have access
to these crucial programs,”
Martinez said. “To the families sitting around the kitchen table wondering if they’ll be able to make
ends meet this month and all
Angelenos who have worked hard
to keep themselves afloat throughout this pandemic, through sickness

and job loss, we want you to know
that help is on the way."
“Since the onset of the pandemic,
I have been a vocal advocate for
financial assistance for Angelenos
who have faced economic hardships
due to COVID-19, including providing a utility subsidy at the local
level,” O'Farrell said. “The Los
Angeles City Council has worked
tirelessly to help those in need,
including enacting the nation's
strongest eviction moratorium and
largest municipal rental relief program. With this relief package, help
is indeed on the way. Even as Los
Angeles emerges from the pandemic, we must continue to assist those
affected by COVID-19.”
For information on LADWP debt
relief programs and assistance, visit
ladwp.com.

Jewish Community Foundation
unveils revamped grant program

addressing mental health and wellness, combatting antisemitism,
assisting vulnerable populations,
reaching diverse audiences and
developing micro-communities that
include Jews of color, the LGBTQ+
community, interfaith families and
individuals with disabilities.
“While grants will not be limited
to these areas, we encourage applications that meet these needs,”
Strongin said. “These challenging
times demand new approaches.
Cutting Edge Grants 2.0 is a
response to a new normal, while
continuing to encourage the innovation and transformation that are
hallmarks of this initiative. Our
research revealed that nonprofits

remain uncertain about how the
pandemic will impact their ability to
raise funds and implement programs in the future. Despite these
effects, we are encouraged that
Jewish organizations locally and
across the nation continue to innovate – often out of necessity to
advance new programs and creative
approaches to meet the needs of
their constituents. The foundation is
eager to support these efforts with
CEG 2.0.”
Established in 1954, the Jewish
Community Foundation of Los
Angeles manages charitable assets
of $1.5 billion entrusted to it by
1,400 families. For information,
visit jewishfoundationla.org.

Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti, Council President Nury
Martinez, 6th District, and Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, recently
announced that the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power
has issued $275 million in utility
debt relief to 280,000 residential
and commercial customers.
“For the past two years, debt has
dragged down countless lives and
livelihoods. We’re proud to lift that
burden for hundreds of thousands
of families and business owners,”
Garcetti said. “This relief is more
than just a shot in the arm for those
behind on their utility bills – it’s a

The
Jewish
Community
Foundation of Los Angeles
announced on March 8 that it has
launched its revamped grants program focused on seeding and growing local innovative initiatives. The
foundation will hold a webinar on
April 26 that is mandatory for nonprofits seeking funding in this
year’s cycle. Applications will be
due in early June.
The Cutting Edge Grants 2.0 program builds upon a previous initiative which has awarded $21 million

new set of doors to opportunity and
a fresh start for Angelenos who
have suffered financially because
of the pandemic.”
The debt relief was provided first
to the state of California through the
American Rescue Plan Act passed
by the Biden administration last
year. When Garcetti issued his Safer
at Home Order in March 2020, he
directed LADWP to enact a moratorium on utility shut-offs due to late
payments. Since the beginning of
the pandemic, LADWP has
incurred $827 million in utility debt.
In February 2021, LADWP provided $33.7 million to 67,000 lowincome customers in a one-time

in funding to support more than 100
innovative Jewish causes and programs across Los Angeles since
2006. Under the reimagined program, applicants can apply for
multi-year grants of up to $300,000.
Eligibility information is available
by
visiting
jewishfoundationla.org/cuttingedge-grants.
According to Naomi Strongin,
vice president of the foundation’s
Center for Designed Philanthropy,
support is needed for programs

WeHo wants input on social services
The city of West Hollywood continues to seek input from residents
through March 13 on a survey
about social services.
West Hollywood has a decadeslong commitment to providing
social services and resources to
community members in-need and
to improving quality of life. Each
year, the city invests approximately
$5 million to fund social services
through contracts with local nonprofit organizations. The programs
support thousands of people.
As part of a continuous effort to
improve social services and expand

accessibility, the city is encouraging
community members to participate
in the 2022 Social Services
Community Needs Assessment
Survey. The survey is conducted in
partnership with Maroon Society,
which provides qualitative and
quantitative research.
People who live, work, own
property, attend school or spend a
significant amount of time in West
Hollywood qualify for the city’s
social services programs and are
encouraged to take the three-minute
survey. For information, visit
w.eho.city/needseng.

the tunnels beneath Wilshire
Boulevard.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.

Letters to the Editor
All three routes should be implemented on subway
line through WeHo
Re “WeHo pushed for subway route expansion,” March 3 issue
Has anyone considered doing all three [options for the route]? If
above ground, they could be done for the same cost as one underground
line and in less time. The Purple line is experiencing years of delays and
cost overruns, although how much and how long, no one knows.

Harlan Levinson
Los Angeles

KRAMER LAW GROUP
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St. Patrick’s Day
pub crawl

O

n Saturday, March 12, dress in
green and join Broadway Bar
for the annual St. Patrick’s Day
pub crawl in downtown Los
Angeles. Participants receive
access and drink discounts at multiple venues, plus a pub crawl kit
that includes a free St. Paddy’s
Day necklace at check-in, free welcome shot vouchers, drink coupons
and a map of all participating
downtown L.A. bars. At Broadway
Bar, enjoy $5 glasses of Guinness,
$7 Irish whiskey shots and $8 Irish
car bombs. Visit the Golden
Gopher bar for a free welcome shot
and $8 frozen Eastsides. At
Biergarten, receive a free welcome
shot with the purchase of a $6 draft
beer, $8 well drink or $8 asada
nachos. Visit Pattern Bar to receive
a welcome shot with a purchase of
a $6 Pacifico or $9 margarita.

Beelman’s Pub is offering $5 Irish
whiskey shots, $8 Irish mules and
$8 Irish punch shots. The Falls is
offering a $9 beer and shot special,
as well as many beers under $4.
Purchase a slice at Joe’s Pizza and
receive a free fountain soda. Check
in for the pub crawl is 1-5 p.m. For
tickets, visit eventbrite.com/e/losangeles-st-patricks-day-pub-crawlblock-party-tickets-2414201
130572022. Broadway Bar, 830 S.
Broadway. (213)614-9909.

March at 21 Square
Bar + Kitchen

2

1 Square Bar + Kitchen is celebrating NCAA college basketball’s Selection Sunday on March
13 with high-definition televisions
and all-day “coastal hour” specials.
The 68-team NCAA Tournament
field will be officially announced
on Selection Sunday. Enjoy hand-

For St. Patrick’s Day!

Corned Beef
Our Own Secret Recipe • Ready to Cook
$ 00

5 Off

on any 1st cut through 3/18/2022
with this ad while they last. Limit 2

crafted menu items and bar bites
including charred cauliflower and
roasted Brussels sprouts, buffalo
wings, mac and cheese, and tater
tots topped with a poached egg. On
March 17, go green for St. Patrick’s
Day with $5 green draft beer allday in the Torrance Marriott
Redondo Beach. 3625 Fashion
Way, (310)543-6034.

HomeState helps
CHLA

H

omeState Hollywood is supporting Children’s Hospital
Los Angeles’ Make March Matter
campaign this month. A portion of
sales of HomeState’s Rice Krispy
treats will be donated to CHLA.
4624 Hollywood Blvd. (323)9061122.

Make March Matter
at Bar Covell

B

ar Covell in Hollywood is
donating a portion of sales
from happy hour menu items to
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles’

photo courtesy of TheBLVD

Enjoy a Golden Croissant made with black sesame and Valrhona
Manjari 64% dark chocolate, and topped with 24-carat gold leaf, at
THEBlvd Restaurant at the Beverly Wilshire, A Four Seasons Hotel.

THEBlvd Restaurant croissant

I

nspired by the upcoming
Academy Awards, new executive pastry chef Riccardo
Menicucci, of the Beverly
Wilshire, A Four Seasons Hotel,
has created the Golden Croissant
made with black sesame and

Corned Beef & Cabbage
Traditional
St. Patrick’s Day
Dinner
Served with Boiled Parsley
Potatoes and Glazed Carrots
Du-par’s Fresh Baked Fruit
or Cream Pie

$20.50
Served March 10-17

6333 W. Third St. • 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com

Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 80 Years

Valrhona Manjari 64% dark
chocolate, and topped with 24carat gold leaf. The one-of-a-kind
pastry is $16 and is available at
THEBlvd until the Oscars on
Sunday, March 27. 9500 Wilshire
Blvd. (310)275-5200.

Open M-F 6:30 am-7:30 pm
Sat & Sun 6am-7:30 pm

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 • frances@dupars-psr.com
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Make March Matter campaign. Bar
Covell is open weekdays at 4 p.m.
and weekends at noon. 4628
Hollywood Blvd. (323)660-4400.

National Pi Day at
The Little Pie

T

he Little Pie is offering a special price on National Pi Day,
Monday, March 14. All pies will
be priced at $3.14. At the Culver
City location, a pie party with
games will be held from 5-7 p.m.
Pie flavors, subject to availability,
include cherry baby, orchard apple,
banana cream, key lime, Georgia
peach, chocolate sprinkle and
sweet potato. 10645 W. Pico Blvd.,
(310)622-1081; 4130 Sepulveda
Blvd., (424)298-3220; 264 26th
St., (310)883-6269. thelittlepie.
com.

Blaze Pi Day

E

xisting and new Blaze Loyalty
Rewards members who sign up
using the Blaze app before Pi Day,
March 14, will receive a one-time
reward offer to purchase an 11-inch

pizza for $3.14. Crust upgrades are
extra. Blaze Pizza is offering the Pi
Day offer through the end of the
month. 110 S. Fairfax Ave.,
(323)931-1197; 6290 Sunset
Blvd., (326)538-2235. fire.blaze
pizza. com/piday2022.

Masters of Taste

T

he premier outdoor food and
beverage festival, Masters of
Taste, will be held on April 3 on
the field of the Rose Bowl in
Pasadena. Over the last four years,
Masters of Taste has raised over
$2 million to benefit Union
Station Homeless Services in
Pasadena. Guests will enjoy an
array of L.A.’s best culinary, beverage and sweets purveyors,
including 2022 host and 2019
Michelin Bib Gourmand Chef
Vanda Asapahu, of Ayara Thai.
Others joining this year include
2019 host chef Michael Hung;
2019 Michelin-starred chef Jon
Yao, of Kato; chef Jonathan
Aviles, of Salazar; Sweet Greek
chef Christina Xenos; 2019
Michelin Bib Gourmand Chef
Sammy Monsour; chef Calogero
Drago; chef Erwin Tjahyadi; chef

Celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day!

Elena Vega; chef Florent Courriol;
and Jackfruit Café vegan chef
Angela Means. VIP tickets include
early entry from 3- 7 p.m., along
with unlimited tastings of food,
wine, craft beer and cocktails for
$195. General admission tickets
are $135 and include unlimited
samplings of food, wine, craft beer
and cocktails beginning at 4 p.m.
1001 Rose Bowl Drive, Pasadena.
mastersoftastela.com.

St. Patrick’s Day
beer dinner at ALK

T

o celebrate St. Patrick’s Day on
March 17, ALK restaurant at
The Godfrey Hotel Hollywood is
collaborating with Absolution
Brewing. Start the evening with a
glass of Forbidden Blonde at a
reception and enjoy three
Absolution Brewing beers during
the dinner for $60 per person. The
dinner includes 405 IPA with a
shrimp o’boy, Jucci Tart with
porchetta-style lamb, and the new
Governor of Taste-ville Hazy
IPA with lemon meringue pie. 1400
N. Cahuenga Blvd., (323)7621000.

photo courtesy of the Original Farmers Market

A strolling bagpiper will entertain guests during the Farmers Market’
St. Patrick’s Day celebration.

Festive St. Patrick’s Day planned at
Farmers Market

T

he Original Farmers Market,
corner of Third and Fairfax, is
celebrating St. Patrick’s Day on
Thursday, March 17, with food,
music and fun. Wear green and
visit Magee’s and Du-par's for
corned beef and cabbage, green
beer from EB’s and Bar 326, live
music on the patio and a strolling

bagpiper. Cooking at home? Stop
by Marconda’s Meats or
Huntington Meats for seasoned
corned beef. Produce vendors like
Rick’s can supply the cabbage.
The Original Farmers Market is
located at 6333 W. Third St. For
information, visit farmersmarketla.com.

MARCH ROCK & ROLL FRIDAY NIGHTS
EB’s DANCE PARTY 7 pm

MARKET TAVERN

11 - TOM KENNY & The High Seas Rock N Soul

starring

18 - THE LONGSHADOWS Pub Rock
25 - JIMBONAIRES Surfin’ Twang

After Party - 9 pm

THE LONGSHADOWS
Gary Twinn, Clem Burke, Mick Cripps,
Luke Bossendorfer, Gaz Ivin
+ DJ Dandy Randy Vinyl Rock N Soul

Featuring Harris Ranch
Choice Corned Beef!
Delicious, All-Natural with the
signature Harris Ranch
special blend of herbs and spices.

Friday, 7 pm at Market Tavern
At the Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St. • #350 • (323) 938-5383

English Pub Fare
Full Bar
Beer on Tap

Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax

MARKETTAVERNLA.COM

14 March 10, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Feb. 27 and March 5. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department
Feb. 27
At 3:53 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Rexford and
Carmelita.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8900 block of
Olympic at 4:32 a.m.
At 5:15 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 100 block of N.
La Cienega.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of S. La
Cienega at 6 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a residential burglary in
the 100 block of S. Oakhurst.
An unknown suspect committed a
residential burglary in the 100
block of S. Clark at 10 p.m.

March 2
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 400 block of S.
Elm at 3:27 a.m.
At 4:52 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of N. Robertson.
An unknown suspect committed a
commercial burglary in the 9600
block of Wilshire at 5:15 p.m.
At 5:23 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9700 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 400 block of N.
Oakhurst at 6 p.m.

March 3
At 1:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of S. El Camino.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
S. Beverly at 3:46 p.m.
At 4:39 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole auto parts in the 200 block of
S. Doheny.

March 4
An unknown suspect stole auto
parts in the 300 block of Doheny at
5:20 a.m.
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole auto parts in the 100 block of
S. Lasky.

March 5
At 10:27 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 400
block of N. Bedford.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

petty theft in the 8800 block of
Santa Monica at 1:30 a.m.
At 6:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 800
block of N Huntley.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 600 block of
Robertson at 5 p.m.
At 9:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 9000
block of Santa Monica.

pect assaulted a victim in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.

the corner
Melrose.

Los Angeles Police
Department

An attempted robbery was reported near the corner of Santa
Monica and Las Palmas at 2:50
p.m.

Feb. 25
At 1:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1000 block
of S. Fairfax.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7600 block of
Beverly at 2 p.m.
At 11:40 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
900 block of N. Sierra Bonita.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5600 block of
Hollywood at 4 p.m.
At 4:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 600
block of N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8400 block of
Santa Monica at 10:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Santa
Monica and Las Palmas at 7:30
p.m.

At 11:32 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
9000 block of Melrose.

At 7:37 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of N. Las Palmas.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 600 block of
Robertson at midnight.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Sunset and
Orange at 11 p.m.

Feb. 28

Feb. 26

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Melrose and
Alfred at 1:40 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8100 block of Third
at 12:45 a.m.

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 600
block of N. West Knoll.

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1000
block of N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 900 block of N.
Westbourne at 9:46 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
S. La Brea at 6:53 a.m.

At 11:30 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 8400
block of Sunset.

At 8:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 800
block of N. Vine.

March 1

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 700 block of N.
La Cienega at 12:35 p.m.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of Genesee. Another
vehicle burglary was reported in
the same area at 7:30 p.m.

At 2:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5000
block of Rosewood.

March 2

Feb. 27

At 12:50 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
600 block of N Palm.

At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
8900 block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Melrose
and San Vicente at 4:31 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6400 block of Yucca at
1:50 a.m.

March 3

At noon, an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 500 block
of Alandele.

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1200 block of Hayworth.

March 4
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8400 block of
Sunset at 2 a.m.
At 8:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8900 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 8400 block of Clinton at
midnight.

March 5

Feb. 27

At 9:45 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 800 block of
N. West Knoll.

At 12:20 a.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 8800
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1000 block of Carol at
6:40 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a

At 11:15 p.m., an unknown sus-

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of The
Grove at 4:55 p.m.
At 4:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of La Mirada and El Centro.

Feb. 28
At 12:05 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 6600
block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
S. Gramercy at 2 a.m.
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Van Ness and Fountain.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of La
Cienega and Third at 10 a.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near

of

Gardner

and

At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Yucca and Cahuenga.
An unknown suspect stole a bicycle in the 6200 block of Third at
4:30 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Curson and Clinton.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6100 block of
Eleanor at 6 p.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 200 block of
N. Larchmont.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8400 block of
Third at 7:30 p.m.
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 700
block of N. Poinsettia.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Hudson and
Waring at 9:45 p.m.

At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of S. Burnside.

March 3
At 3 a.m., an attempted burglary
was reported in the 1100 block of
S. Doheny.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Beverly and Fairfax at 7:30 a.m.
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Hollywood and Orange.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5000 block of
Wilshire at noon.
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 7400
block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 5800 block of Santa
Monica at 1:40 p.m.
At 5:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
5600 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Wilcox and Selma at 6:24 p.m.

March 1

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 8400
block of Third.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1400 block of S. La
Cienega at 1 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5800 block of
Camerford at 9 p.m.

At 2:55 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7300 block of Fountain.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
800 block of N. Ridgewood.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6600 block of
Sunset at 3:30 a.m.

A burglary was reported in the 300
block of N. Spaulding at 11 p.m.

At 3:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Gower and Fountain.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 3800 block of
Ingraham at 4:35 a.m.
At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6400 block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8300 block of
Third at 6 a.m.
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6400 block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1100 block of
N. La Brea at 9 a.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 700
block of N. Wilcox.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6300 block of
Third at 7 p.m.

At 11:45 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 1700
block of Orchid.

March 4
At 12:05 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 6800
block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5600 block of
Sunset at 6 a.m.
At 11:25 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
8200 block of Marmont.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 700 block of
N. Alta Vista at 1:40 p.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 600
block of S. Dunsmuir.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of The
Grove at 3:10 p.m.
At 4:29 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1100
block of N. La Brea.

At 10:20 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 400
block of S. Burnside.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1700 block of
Camino Palmero at 7:30 p.m.

March 2

At 11:30 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 6000 block of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1600 block of
Schrader at 2:40 a.m.
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8100
block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of S.
Fairfax at 4:10 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6000 block of
Hollywood at 11:45 p.m.
At 11:52 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
1700 block of N. Vine.

March 5

At 6:15 a.m., am unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 500
block of N. Beachwood.

An unknown suspect pickpocketed
a victim in the 6000 block of
Hollywood at 12:01 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7400 block of
Melrose at 3:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6600 block of Santa
Monica at 4 a.m.
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Lunch is back at Yardbird

I recently invited a friend to join
me at Yardbird Table & Bar at the
Beverly Center. When this
Southern-themed restaurant opened
at the corner of La Cienega and
Third in 2018, Angelenos enjoyed
the experiential dinner menu with
big and bold culinary presentations.
I was curious to see if their lunch
menu offers the same interesting
dining with delicious new twists on
Southern comfort food.
Yardbird is a colloquialism for a
domestic chicken, and as its name
suggests, fried chicken is one of the
main attractions. They serve crispy

By Jill Weinlein
white and dark meat chicken
stacked in a wire basket with a
chicken design on a blue farmhouse

photo by Jill Weinlein

You never know who you might see at Yardbird. Actor Leslie Jordan said
the restaurant makes fried chicken like he enjoyed growing up in
Tennessee.

platter. The chicken is made in a 27hour process of coating, brining and
dredging in Grandma Lewellyn’s
secret herbs and spices before going
in the fryer. Lewellyn is Yardbird
owner John Kunkel’s grandmother,
and her recipe calls for a little paprika to enhance the chicken’s appealing golden sunset color.
We started with Yardbird’s country buttermilk biscuits served warm
wrapped in a cotton dish towel. The
kitchen bakes biscuits every hour
and tops them with a glaze of honey
butter. Cut a warm biscuit in half
and spread creamy honey butter and
exquisite apple butter jam in the
center before taking a bite.
The wedge salad comes with
three pieces of iceberg lettuce
topped with chopped tomatoes,
charred corn kernels, avocado and
photo by Jill Weinlein
thick house-smoked bacon. Each The fried chicken is crispy and delicious at Yardbird.
wedge is lightly drizzled with a
delicious and creamy housemade
buttermilk ranch dressing.
photo-worthy dishes at Yardbird.
One our way out, my friend
Dining in Los Angeles, you never
The fried chicken, crispy on the wanted to stop by Mr. Jordan’s table
know who you might see, and when outside and so tender inside, is to tell him how much she enjoys
the friendly host seated actor Leslie served with a bottle of honey hot following his social media account
Jordan (“American Horror Story,” sauce to give the chicken a kick.
@TheLeslieJordan.
He
was
“Will & Grace,” “Hearts Afire”)
When we finished lunch, our touched that she recognized him
across from us, I couldn’t help but server Christian recommended the and said, “Ladies, let’s take a photo
notice. I watched as he greeted his lemon cheesecake for dessert. When together.” Standing between us, he
server and placed his order with an he delivered it, the plate had two said he thinks Yardbird makes the
infectious smile. He sipped sweet, bright yellow lemons with a scoop best fried chicken.
iced tea while reading the New of raspberry gelato in the center.
“It’s food I grew up eating in
York Times and enjoying a plate of Underneath was a granola crumble Chattanooga, Tennessee,” he added.
deviled eggs. The eggs at Yardbird with pistachios. Christian told us to
When my friend told him that I
are uniquely tall, with two-inch take a spoon and tap the lemons to write for the Beverly Press, he said
swirls of bright yellow yolk inside crack the hard white chocolate shell that he lives in our readership area,
each halved egg.
and scoop the soft cheesecake cus- gets the paper every Thursday and
My attention was brought back to tard inside. The pastry chef should enjoys reading it.
our table when the lobster mac and win an award for how realistic the
Yardbird is one of those restaucheese arrived. On a black skillet lemons look, even down to the tex- rants that appeals and awakens all
was a whole one-pound lobster with ture of the rind. It was the most visu- of your senses. Its fun and creativeclaws and tail on full display above ally appealing and delicious decon- ly presented fare tastes as good as it
ever so cheesy and creamy pasta. structed lemon cheesecake I have looks. $$ 8500 Beverly Blvd.
It’s one of the many show-stopping ever seen or tasted.
(323)250-8034.

Celebrate Pi Day!
A Whole Pie for $13.14 Or a
Slice for $3.14
Available at this price on March 14 !

Apple
Pecan
Peach
Cherry
Key Lime
Strawberry
Peachberry
Blueberry
Lemon
Meringue
Chocolate
Cream
Pies Baked Fresh Daily!

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax

(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 • frances@dupars-psr.com
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MUSE/IQUE showcases Sunset’s
music history at the Wallis
The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts presents
MUSE/IQUE in its season launch
and debut at The Wallis, led by
Artistic Director and Conductor
Rachael Worby on Saturday, March
12, 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, March
13, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m., in The
Wallis’ Bram Goldsmith Theater.
The program, “MUSE/IQUE &
Rachael Worby: Sunrise on
Sunset,” features an ensemble of
L.A.’s finest instrumentalists and
singers in a night of music by artists
reminiscent of Ella Fitzgerald,
Barbra Streisand, The Eagles and
Duke Ellington, and a history and
rediscovery of Los Angeles.
The performance spotlights
Sunset Boulevard, birthplace of the
music, the stars and the stories of
Los Angeles. No other street in Los

Angeles can make that claim. Stroll
north one mile from The Wallis and
find yourself on Sunset where
Leonard Bernstein and Arthur
Laurents sat poolside at the Beverly
Hills Hotel dreaming up the Jets
and the Sharks and where Pearl
Bailey and Louis Bellson wowed
the crowds at Ciro’s. The street is
connected to everything from Herb
Alpert and Jerry Moss’ renowned
A&M Recording Studios to Berry
Gordy’s earth-shattering Motown
Records, from Wallich’s Music
City to Tower Records and Amoeba
Records, to Frank Sinatra, Bob
Marley, Jay-Z, the Beach Boys and
the Byrds. The music that comes to
life along the gritty and glitzy 22mile stretch called Sunset
Boulevard inspires everyone.
Worby and MUSE/IQUE are

best known for creating transformative musical adventures illuminating the music that shapes people’s lives. By reimagining the
traditional format of the live classical orchestral experience,
MUSE/IQUE blends musical performances seamlessly with
researched curation. This program
is part of L.A. Composed: A
Festival of Los Angeles Music led
by Artistic Director Rachael
Worby
Ticket prices are $29-$79 per
person. The Wallis Annenberg
Center for the Performing Arts is
located at 9390 N. Santa Monica
Blvd, Beverly Hills. To purchase
tickets and for more information,
call (310)746-4000 (Monday –
Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.) or visit
TheWallis.org/sunset.

Andrew Garfield to appear at the Wallis
Cinema @ The Wallis in association with Film Independent
Presents “An Evening With …
Andrew Garfield,” featuring a
rewind through the career of the
celebrated Academy Award®
Nominee and Tony Award®Winning actor on Tuesday, March
15, 7:30 p.m., at The Wallis’ Bram
Goldsmith Theater. Garfield will be
joined on stage by moderator Dave
Karger for film clips and conversation about Garfield’s expansive
body of work leading up to and
including the year of performances
he’s graced our screens with – from
independents to blockbusters – topping it all off with an Academy
Award® nomination for his portrayal of “Rent” creator Jonathan
Larson in Lin-Manuel Miranda’s
“tick, tick…BOOM!.”

Garfield can also be seen alongside Jessica Chastain in “The Eyes
of Tammy Faye,” based on the documentary of the same name. The
film is directed by Michael
Showalter and was released by
Searchlight in Sept. 2021 in the U.S.
He also recently reprised his role as
Spider-Man/Peter Parker in “SpiderMan: No Way Home,” the top grossing film of the pandemic era.
Garfield will next be seen starring in “Under the Banner of
Heaven,” based on the critically
acclaimed Jon Krakauer novel of
the same name, and adapted by
Dustin Lance Black. The show
follows a Mormon police detective who is shaken when investigating the murder of a woman that
seems to involve the Church.
Garfield stars opposite Daisy

LACMA prepares for Kruger exhibit
The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art presents “Barbara
Kruger: Thinking of You. I Mean
Me. I Mean You,” a major exhibition devoted to the artist’s work
running from Sunday, March 20,
through Sunday, July 17.
Spanning four decades, the exhibition is the largest and most comprehensive presentation of Kruger’s
work in 20 years. It spans her single-channel videos from the 1980s
to digital productions of the last two
decades, and includes large-scale
vinyl room wraps, multichannel
video installations and audio
soundscapes throughout LACMA’s

campus. Works have already been
displayed on a fence facing
Wilshire Boulevard around the
museum’s ongoing construction
project.
As an active consumer and vigilant viewer of popular culture,
Kruger grapples with the accelerated ways pictures and words instantaneously flow through media.
How they are simultaneously
played and re-played informs her
most recent video works, which are
a highlight of the new exhibition.
LACMA is located at 5905
Wilshire Blvd. For information,
visit lacma.org.

photo by Edwin Folven

Works from “Barbara Kruger: Thinking of You. I Mean Me. I Mean You”
are displayed on a construction fence at LACMA facing Wilshire
Boulevard.

Edgar Jones. The show will debut
in April 2022.
Tickets, $40 per program ($20
per program for Wallis subscribers
and Film Independent Members),
are on sale now. The Wallis
Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts is located at 9390
N. Santa Monica Blvd, Beverly
Hills. To purchase tickets and for
more information, please call
(310)746-4000
or
visit
TheWallis.org/Garfield.

photo courtesy of Cirque du Soleil Entertainment Group

Cirque du Soleil’s “OVO” features high-flying acrobatics.

‘OVO’ flies into the Microsoft Theater

Cirque du Soleil Entertainment
Group and Microsoft Theater
have announced a new partnership
for presenting a Cirque du Soleil
touring production at L.A. LIVE
each spring for the next five years.
“OVO,” a high-energy acrobatic
spectacular, will mark the launch
of the new collaboration with performances from March 16-May 1
at the Microsoft Theater.
“We are excited to have found a
new home for our touring shows at
the heart of Downtown L.A,” said
Daniel Lamarre, president and
CEO of Cirque du Soleil
Entertainment Group. “Microsoft
Theater is an iconic venue perfectly
located within L.A. LIVE. To add
Cirque du Soleil to the impressive
list of talent who have performed
on its stage is truly an honor.”
“Microsoft Theater is incredibly
excited and we look forward to
welcoming Cirque du Soleil and

their world renowned shows and
entertainment to L.A. LIVE starting in March, and continuing our
partnership through 2027,” added
Lee Zeidman, president of the
Crypto.com Arena, Microsoft
Theater and L.A. LIVE.
An exciting Cirque du Soleil
experience for the whole family,
“OVO” is a colorful intrusion into
a new day in the life of insects.
Highlighting the unique personalities and abilities of selected insect
species through show-stopping
acrobatics, “OVO” explores the
beauty of biodiversity. From
crickets bouncing off trampolines
to a hypnotic spider contorting
inside her web, “OVO” exudes
extraordinary showmanship that is
funny, chaotic and adorable.
The Microsoft Theater is located at 777 Chick Hearn Court,
downtown. For information, visit
cirquedusoleil.com/ovo.
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Who deserves top honor at the Oscars?

n The 2022 nominees

for best picture ranked
from worst to best

10. ‘Don’t Look Up’

laughs, and this one presents more
ethical dilemmas than aesthetic
delights to dignify.

8. ‘Belfast’

Kenneth Branagh writes and
directs a fictionalized tale about his
early years in Belfast at the start of
the Troubles, or the Northern
Ireland conflict. Rather than
explore every corner of this historical moment, “Belfast” focuses on
one corner of a neighborhood.
Told in mostly black and white, it
cleverly places one family in a
broader context through choice
music and frequent escapes at the
local movie house. From classic literature adaptations to blockbuster
hopefuls, Branagh sports a diverse
Once more, director Paul Thomas resume, but nothing quite like this –
Anderson revisits San Fernando nothing this personal, this poetic.
Valley. But this one’s quite concerning. Other auteurs rightly can’t get
away with a will-they-won’t-they
romcom between a 15-year-old teen
Inspirational, heartfelt, frustratand 25-year-old woman, regardless ing – “King Richard” runs the
of the 1973 setting. Add to that a gamut as Richard Williams (Will
wretched Asian stereotype for Smith) prepares his daughters
This one doesn’t belong. Well
intentioned, sure, but “Don’t Look
Up” cares more about preaching
than the film’s execution. The cause
is just, but frankly the outcome feels
too akin to cringey Christian flicks
hellbent on proselytizing, artistry be
dammed. No amount of stardom or
slightly clever singular moments
can undo problems engraved into its
core.

9. ‘Licorice Pizza’

7. ‘King Richard’

Venus (Saniyya Sidney) and Serena
(Demi Singleton) to become two of
the greatest athletes in history.

6. ‘CODA’

Apple’s debut in original content
is off to a good start with its major
Sundance purchase, “CODA,”
which stands for child of deaf
adults. Three deaf actors in leading
roles is unprecedented (sad as that is
to say). A few hiccups disrupt
“CODA’s” realism in service of
added dramatics, upped stakes.
And sure, coming-of-age flicks
enjoy a heavy degree of familiar
tropes. But this incredible, watchable tear-jerker packs stunning acting from the whole Rossi family.
Hopefully, future stories build on
and deepen what “CODA” amplifies. A best pic nom sure helps.

5. ‘Nightmare Alley’

Guillermo del Toro’s first dramatic feature sans horror, fantasy or
sci-fi elements is a riveting throwback to the film noir days. Precision
acting, grand set design and special
emphasis
on
mood
make
“Nightmare Alley” a remarkable
experience, given more weight by
mighty performances from Bradley
Cooper and Cate Blanchett.

photo courtesy of HBO Max

Hidetoshi Nishijima is a standout in “Drive My Car,” one of the top contenders for best picture at the 94th Academy Awards on Sunday, March
27.

4. ‘Dune’

Is there a prettier film? Part one
of “Dune” visually excels at bringing Frank Herbert’s sci-fi novel to
the big screen. Rarely has a slow

Disney/Pixar’s ‘Turning Red’ opens at El Capitan Theatre
Disney and Pixar’s new animated
feature “Turning Red” comes to the
big screen at Hollywood’s El
Capitan Theatre during an exclusive one-week engagement from
March 11-17.
Guests can attend a “Turning
Red” opening night fan event on
March 11 at 7 p.m. for $40. Each
ticket includes a souvenir credential, reversible bucket cap, notebook and 64-ounce popcorn tub.
During each show throughout the
week, guests are encouraged to

arrive early and let loose at the
Panda-Monium Dance Party inside
the theatre. Audience members can
dance in their seats with an upbeat,
on-stage host while enjoying a fun
mix of music.
Showtimes for “Turning Red” on
March 11-14, and March 17, are 10
a.m., 1 p.m., 4 p.m., 7 p.m. and 9:55

p.m. Showtimes on March 15-16
are 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
BFF Packs are also available for
$75 and include four reserved tickets, four 64-once popcorn tubs and
parking at the Hollywood and
Highland complex. For information
and tickets, call (800)DISNEY6, or
visit elcapitantickets.com.

Rainy
Season
is here!
Call Now!

Full Serivce Residential and
Commercial Roofer
Locally owned & operated since 1925.
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts
• Free estimates
photo courtesy Disney

“Turning Red” will open at the El
Capitan Theatre March 11

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood
(323)469-2981
www.supremerooﬁng.com
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Emilia Jones stars in “CODA,” a coming-of-age film that explores the life
of a child who is the only member of her deaf family who can hear.

burn been this mesmerizing. Denis
Villeneuve has quickly become the
most trusted sci-if director, and
“Dune” serves as yet another reason
to keep coming back for his latest
contributions.

3. ‘West Side Story’

No one asked for this remake, but
Steven Spielberg throws everything
he’s got at “West Side Story.” Few
filmmakers can pour this much film
history into two and a half hours.
Stellar performances, grand dance
numbers and epic scoring all ripped
straight out of the ‘60s, topped by
modern cinematography.
Sure, the romance between Tony
and Maria is trash (the “Romeo and
Juliet” shtick requires much suspension of disbelief), but this modernized classic packs the best of
contemporary and classic practices.

2. ‘The Power of the
Dog’

Sam Elliott is not a fan. On a
recent podcast, he bemoaned “The

Power of the Dog’s” homoerotic
tones and the qualifications of an
Australian woman overseeing a
Western.
If for no other reason, give this
one the win to shut down such
ridiculous, thinly-coded prejudice.
Besides, “Power” is, in point of
fact, a uniquely entertaining form of
torture, doom and gloom with a
glimmer of something profound
come the end.

1. ‘Drive My Car’

The first Japanese film nominated for this category deserves all the
praise. Don’t let the modest four
total categories soften “Drive My
Car’s” impact (lead star Hidetoshi
Nishijima deserved a nom more
than two or three others in the leading men list too).
It’s the best of the bunch, a
shocking feat for a three-hour emotional drama. The point might be
simple enough, and plenty might
object to elongated scenes, but
“Drive My Car” plays out like a
good read, one that sticks around
long after the last page.
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GALA hosts women’s conference

In celebration of International
Women’s Day 2022, Friends of the
Girls
Academic
Leadership
Academy on March 4 hosted the
4th annual Young Women’s Career
Conference.
This year, GALA students –
ranging from 6th-12th grade – had
the opportunity to select from 11
virtual panel sessions based on their
interests happening throughout the
day. Students also attended virtual
“rocket sessions” presented by subject matter experts on a variety of
topics such as interviewing tips, listening skills and financial literacy.
More than 50 selected women
leaders from across the country
joined via Zoom from organizations such as NASA JPL, Angel
City FC, Google, Cedars-Sinai, The
Aerospace Corporation, MIT,
Fandango and Pricewaterhouse
Coopers. Representatives were
from the aerospace, science, entrepreneurship, medicine, finance,
engineering, crypto currency, architecture, gaming and media industries. The keynote speaker was Dr.
Kristi Funk, breast cancer surgeon
and motivational speaker.
YWCC was created four years
ago to bring the outside world of
professional possibilities and

opportunities to the GALA girls.
“Since it’s not just what you
know but also who you know, we
wanted to begin a tradition of cultivating relationships early,” former
FoGALA VP and YWCC founder
Claudine Shivas said. “We invite
select women leaders to inspire and
connect so when that spark of interest kindles in a student, this broader
friends of GALA community can
fuel the flames opening doors, making introductions, mentoring,
internships and more.”
“It’s so important to demonstrate
to upcoming generations of women
that STEM careers are waiting for
them with open arms,” speaker
Sally Slade, co-founder at Voltaku
Studios Inc. said. “I am honored to
participate in the Young Women’s
Career Conference for GALA
Academy and raise awareness of
cool, cutting-edge jobs that they
can begin preparing for now or at
any stage in life.”
GALA teacher Kevin Mulka said
he appreciated the speakers’ contributions.
“What a magical moment to give
our students inspiration, motivation
and focus to achieve their dreams,”
he added. “YWCC gives hope and
promise to our mission here at

GALA, and we are so honored that
our community has made a day to
dedicate to the future of our students.”
According to the American
Association of University Women,
women make up 28% of the workforce in science, technology, engineering and math, and men vastly
outnumber women majoring in
most STEM fields in college. The
gender gaps are particularly high in
some of the fastest-growing and
highest-paid jobs of the future, like
computer science and engineering.
GALA, located on the Los
Angeles High School campus, is
currently the only all-girls STEM
focused public school in both Los
Angeles and California. The Los
Angeles Unified School District
campus strives to provide quality
education and opportunity for all
girls in the Los Angeles area regardless of economic background.
“At GALA, we understand that
the more often a young woman is
exposed to extraordinary women
professionals and leaders, the more
likely she will be to succeed in whatever profession she chooses,” GALA
principal Elizabeth A. Hicks said.
For
information,
visit
fogala.org/ywcc.

Bill will bring more mental health clinicians to schools

State Superintendent of Public
Instruction Tony Thurmond held a
virtual briefing on March 8 to urge
support for Senate Bill 1229, which
will provide $25,000 grants to clinicians who commit to serving two
years at schools in high-need communities. SB 1229 would enable
school districts to better help students experiencing mental health
issues by filling 10,000 new counseling positions statewide.
“Sadly, during the pandemic, we
are seeing an increase in the number of students experiencing
depression, suicidal feelings or
other mental health challenges,”
Thurmond said. “At the same time,

we are dealing with ongoing challenges in the state’s ability to provide a sufficient number of counselors to support student mental
health needs.”
Earlier this week, Thurmond testified at a state Assembly hearing
and declared an urgent need to
recruit mental health clinicians. His
effort to recruit 10,000 clinicians is
part of a larger plan to address
workforce challenges in the education sector. It is also a centerpiece
of his effort to help students heal
from the trauma of the pandemic,
recover academically and thrive as
they prepare for the future.
Thurmond has simultaneously
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Junior Suhh Yeon Kim has been invited to perform with the California
All-State High School String Orchestra.

BHHS junior accepted to all-state orchestra

Suhh Yeon Kim, a junior at
Beverly Hills High School, auditioned for this year’s California
All-State High School String
Orchestra and was accepted to
participate as one of the few out of
several hundred that auditioned.
On the weekend of Feb. 18, the
orchestra met at the California
Music Educators Conference in
Fresno and gave a performance on
Saturday, Feb. 19, at the William

Sorayan Theatre.
The guest conductor was
Kayoko Dan, music director of the
Chattanooga Symphony and
Opera and current director of
orchestral studies at Sam Houston
State University.
Yeon said the opportunity to
meet and work with other outstanding California high school
musicians – and Dan – was both
educational and rewarding.

appointed a working group on
addressing education sector workforce shortages, which is examining
compensation, training and recruitment strategies to help offset education staffing shortages. California
Sen. Mike McGuire (D-Healdsburg)
authored SB 1229, which is cosponsored by Thurmond and the
California Alliance for Children and
Family Services.
“Students in all corners of this
state are struggling with pandemicrelated mental health impacts.
Young people have been through
incredibly traumatic times the past
two years and there is no doubt that
we are seeing an increase in need

Bill is a ‘food for thought’

U.S. Reps. Adam Schiff and
Nanette Diaz Barragán (both DCalif.) on March 3 introduced the
Food For Thought Act of 2022,
legislation to provide for free meal
programs to community college
campuses and minority-serving
institutions to end hunger and food
insecurity among college students.
Students should not have to
make a choice between pursuing
an education or going hungry, but
for millions of students that is the
reality they face each day when
trying learn and grow, Schiff said.
Students who are impacted by
hunger simply cannot participate
in school as fully as students who
have reliable access to food putting
extra pressures on their academic
trajectory, financial security and
health, he added.

“The Food for Thought Act will
help eliminate the barrier for countless college students and ensure
that students have access to nutritious meals”, the congressman said.
A recent study conducted by the
Hope Center found that nearly
40% of community college students report they have been
impacted by food insecurity, with
significant percentages of community college students stating that
they have skipped meals because
they could not afford to eat.
The Food for Thought Act of

2022 would authorize the U.S. secretary of education to award grants
to community colleges and minority-serving institutions and provide
free meals to low-income students
through campus meal programs.
Grant funds may also be used
for conducting campus outreach
on eligibility for federal food assistance programs, operating on-campus food pantries and community
gardens and updating or purchasing critical food infrastructure such
as refrigerators and microwaves
for student use. Under the Food for
Thought Act, grantees would collect and report data on the prevalence of food insecurity on their
campuses to inform and expand
national anti-hunger programming
and end student hunger.
“Young people are working so
hard to be able to pursue the dream
of higher education – yet far too
often, challenges like food insecurity force them to make impossible
choices between staying in school
and feeding themselves or their
families,” Schiff said. “The Food
for Thought Act will help ease the
burden of hunger for potentially
hundreds of thousands of young
people so that they can focus fully
on their studies and their futures.”
“Food insecurity disproportionately impacts students of color on
college campuses and is often
exacerbated by additional expenses such as tuition, books, and housing,” Barragán said. “I am proud to
join Representative Schiff on the
Food For Thought Act to address
hunger at community colleges and
minority serving institutions, so
every student no matter their
income can concentrate on earning
their degree, not worry about
where their next meal will come
from.”

related to students and their socialemotional well-being,” McGuire
said. “There has never been a more
critical time to increase the number
of mental health counselors and
social-emotional support in our
schools than now, so kids are get-

ting the help they need to thrive.
I’m grateful to superintendent
Thurmond for his work on this critical issue, along with educational
leaders all throughout California.”
For information, visit cde.ca.gov
and d02.senate.ca.gov.

“Young people are
working so hard to
be able to pursue
the dream of
higher education”
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff
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Hamburg Ballet John Neumeier opens ‘Bernstein
Dances’ at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
The Music Center welcomes the
return of live, indoor dance experiences to the Dorothy Chandler
Pavilion with Hamburg Ballet John
Neumeier. Making its company
debut at The Music Center,
Hamburg Ballet John Neumeier
will kick off the 19th season of
“Glorya Kaufman Presents Dance
at The Music Center,” a TMC Arts
program, with the West coast premiere of “Bernstein Dances”
(March 11, 13 and 19, 2022), an
original work from the company’s
Director and Chief Choreographer
John Neumeier. Developed as an
homage to Neumeier’s home country and his friend, the great
American composer Leonard
Bernstein, the full-length Bernstein
Dances is based on Leonard
Bernstein’s music and spirit and
follows a structure similar to that of
a revue with a collage of separate
episodes resulting in a dance mosaic, all unified by Bernstein’s music.
“Bernstein Dances showcases
the incredible talent of Bernstein
and Neumeier, two American treasures, resulting in a phenomenal

experience that celebrates music
and dance,” Rachel S. Moore, president and CEO of The Music
Center, explained. “Audiences
returning to The Music Center’s
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion can
expect an exhilarating, uplifting
performance that honors two
remarkable artists and which
reminds us of the joy we have all
been missing. At the same time,
they can feel comfortable knowing
we have put comprehensive preventative measures in place to help
ensure they have the safest possible
experience.”
Hamburg Ballet John Neumeier
is famous far beyond the city of
Hamburg, Germany. International
tours have made the company not
only a highlight of the global ballet
scene, but also one of Germany's
most important cultural ambassadors. Artistic Director and Chief
Choreographer John Neumeier,
who has directed the company
since 1973, is a master at combining classical ballet tradition with
contemporary forms in his works,
while developing a unique personal

photo courtesy the Music Center

Hamburg Ballet John Neumeier will perform “Bernstein Dances” at the
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion.

Don’t forget to turn clocks ahead

Miss Greater Los Angeles Press Club Rhonda Shear reminded people to spring forward at the start of Daylight Saving Time in the April
19, 1979, issue of the Park Labrea News. This year, Daylight Saving
Time begins at 2 a.m. on March 13. Don’t forget to turn clocks ahead
one hour.

choreographic language.
“Bernstein Dances” has a run
time of two hours and 30 minutes,
and features music from some of
Leonard Bernstein’s most indelible works including “Candide,”
“MASS,” “On the Town,” “Peter
Pan,” “West Side Story” and
“Wonderful Town” as well as the
complete “Serenade” (after Plato’s
“Symposium”). The performances
feature accompaniment by two
vocalists. Hamburg Ballet joined
with TMC Arts to hold local auditions to identify L.A.-based talent
to join the company onstage. CJ
Eldred was cast and will sing with
Germany’s Dorothea Baumann
for each of the three performances. Both understudies were
also cast from the Los Angeles
audition.
Dance students will enjoy a master class on March 12, 2022, at the
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion for
advanced high school students. For
more information, visit musiccenter.org/hamburg.
Hamburg Ballet will also perform in LA Opera’s production of
St. Matthew Passion, with choreography by John Neumeier.
Tickets for Bernstein Dances
performances at The Music Center
start at $34 and are available online
at musiccenter.org/hamburg, at the
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion Box
Office, 135 N. Grand Ave, Los
Angeles, CA 90012 or by calling
(213)972-0711. For groups of 10 or
more, call (213)972-8555 or email
mcgroupsales@musiccenter.org.

photo courtesy of JBBBSLA

Golfers raised money for Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters of Los
Angeles’s Camp Bob Waldorf during the organization’s annual Golf
Classic on March 7.

Golfers raise money for kids to camp

Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Los Angeles held its 28th annual Camp Bob Waldorf Golf
Classic on Monday, March 7, to
help families from underserved
communities across Los Angeles
afford camp for their children.
JBBBSLA has owned and operated Camp Bob Waldorf in
Glendale for over 80 years, giving
underserved youth an enriching
summer experience and providing
them with tools and support they
need to thrive. The 2022 Golf
Classic raised a record $375,000.
JBBBSLA CEO Cari Uslan,
Camp Director Simon Hansen,
Golf Committee co-chairs Joey
Behrstock and Steve Miller, camp
namesake Bob Waldorf and former camper Melody Wachtel
spoke at the event’s closing dinner.
All campers receive partial or

full financial aid.
“Our campers experience
tremendous life challenges, such
as food insecurity, homelessness
and trauma,” Uslan said. “At
camp, we give these kids a safe
space where they can have fun,
make new friends and just enjoy
being kids. Before learning about
our camp, many parents tell us
they never dreamed they could
afford to send their children to an
overnight camp experience. Our
camp is different. We ensure that
all children can attend regardless
of their ability to pay.”
In accordance with public
health regulations, JBBBSLA will
return to hosting overnight camp
this summer for the first time
since the start of the COVID-19
pandemic. For information, visit
jbbbsla.org.
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Getty unveils ‘Painted Prophecy:
Hebrew Bible Through Christian Eyes’
Images drawn from the Hebrew
Bible (known to Christians as the
“Old Testament”) were among the
most popular subjects for
Christian illuminated manuscripts
in the Middle Ages.
Drawn
from
the
Getty
Museum’s renowned collection of
manuscripts, and featuring the
recently-acquired
“Rothschild
Pentateuch,” “Painted Prophecy:
The Hebrew Bible through
Christian Eyes” brings manuscripts
that explore the medieval Christian
understanding of Hebrew scripture
into dialogue with the Rothschild
Pentateuch, a masterpiece of the
Jewish manuscript tradition.
Together, these objects from different religious traditions demonstrate
how the Hebrew Bible is a living
document, its contents subject to
interpretation dependent on time
and place.
“Each new acquisition allows us
to expand and reconsider the
broader themes that emerge within
our collections and ultimately to
see a richer diversity of perspec-

tives within their narratives,”
Timothy Potts, Maria HummerTuttle and Robert Tuttle Director
of the J. Paul Getty Museum
explained. “In the case of this
exhibition,
the
‘Rothschild
Pentateuch,’ one of the Museum’s
most important acquisitions of
recent years, complements our
existing collection of illuminated
manuscripts and allows us to see
connections and distinctions
between the stories told in the
Jewish and Christian faiths, some
of which engendered cultural conflicts that have carried through to
the present day.”
Stories and figures from the
Hebrew Bible, the Old Testament,
appear in spectacular examples of
medieval manuscript painting. The
images on view illuminate essential
aspects of medieval Christian
beliefs and a range of cultural attitudes, including the understanding
of history as prophecy, ideas about
women in society, and hostilities
between Christian and Jewish communities.

“The objects on view in the
exhibition reveal how deeply interconnected Christian and Jewish
ideas of the divine were in the
Middle Ages, a relationship fostered by the shared sacred text that
was foundational to both traditions,”
Larisa
Grollemond,
Assistant Curator of Manuscripts,
said. “The different interpretations
and understanding of that text,
seen through the lens of manuscript illumination and the book
arts, tell a complex story about the
lived experiences and faiths of
medieval people.”
“Painted Prophecy: The Hebrew
Bible through Christian Eyes” is on
view now through May 29. The
Getty Center is open Tuesday
through Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Admission to the Getty Center
is free, but a reservation is required
for admission. Reservations are
available at getty.edu/visit or at
(310)440-7300. Parking is $20. The
Getty Center is at 1200 Getty
Center Drive, Los Angeles,
California.

photo courtesy the Getty Museum

“Moses Placed in the River,” painted by an unknown artist somewhere
between 1400–1410, is one of the images on display in the Getty
Museum’s “Painted Prophecy: The Hebrew Bible through Christian
Eyes.”

Musical theater series returns
Butterfly Pavilion opens at Natural History Museum to Catalina Jazz Club
Butterflies are taking flight!
Walk among beautiful butterflies in
the Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles
County’s
seasonal
Butterfly Pavilion. This springtime
exhibition features hundreds of butterflies, colorful native plants and
plenty of natural light allowing the
creatures to shimmer.
With plenty of flight space and
a variety of resting spots, come
get one of the best views in Los
Angeles of these amazing
insects.
The Butterfly Pavilion is free for
museum
members.
Tickets
required for the general public. For
more information and pricing, visit
NHM.ORG/butterflies.

photo courtesy the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County

The seasonal Butterfly Pavilion is opening for its springtime exhibition at
the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County.

Bogie’s Liquor

Fine Wines, Champagnes & Spirits!
Nice Selection of Craft Beer too!
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
Don’t Drink & Drive!

After a two-year hiatus, the A
Little New Music series returns
to Hollywood’s Catalina Jazz
Club on Tuesday, March 15, at
8:30 p.m. with a fresh look at
new musical theater. The concert
series will present a variety of
artists and a diverse assortment of
songs, including many destined
to become future classics of
American musical theater.
Broadway star Michael-Leon
Wooley (“Little Shop of
Horrors,” Disney’s “The Princess
and the Frog” and Netflix’s “A.J.
and the Queen”) will host the
evening. Returning on the grand
piano will be award-winning

music director Gregory Nabours,
accompanied by the A Little New
Music band. Michael Thomas
Grant, Zakiya Young, Tony
Abatemarco, Iara Nemirovsky,
Daniel David Stewart, Donell
James Foreman, Eran Scoggins
and Kyra Selman will showcase
their vocal talents.
VIP tickets are $25, general
seating is $20 and bar seating is
$15. Dinner or two-drink minimum purchase is required in
addition to tickets. The Catalina
Jazz Club is located at 6725 W.
Sunset Blvd. For tickets and
information, call (323)466-2210,
or visit catalinajazzclub.com.
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SB 9 could alter WeHo streets

Kyiv may become a sister city

From page 1

From page 1

the late-1920s and 1930s.
“It’s just been preserved in its
own charming, wonderous way,”
Rufe added. “Every time I get to
my street, I smile.”
In addition to the history that
might be lost, Poles pointed out
how building a large number of
units on the land could potentially
present utility issues.
“Do not forget that we are now
living in a declared drought and our
electrical grid is, at best, very fragile,” Poles said. “California simply
cannot support the mandated
increases of population without first
providing all required infrastructure
needed to support such planned and

mandated population growth.”
Poles worked as a construction
consultant for decades.
“I have dedicated 60 years of my
life to the business of building
homes, schools, hospitals, police
and fire stations, commercial and
industrial projects throughout Los
Angeles and California. I truly
believe in the dream of home ownership and that many people that
now live in rental dwellings aspire
to one-day live in their own singlefamily home. We cannot destroy
that reality,” Poles said.
“[Greenacre Avenue and Betty
Way] retain an architectural integrity worthy of protection and historic

designation,”
Omelczenko
added. “West Hollywood prides
itself on its diversity and should
retain at least some semblance of its
evolution and cultural history, and
these two rare cul-de-sacs with their
single-family homes do just that.”
Omelczenko said that the WHPA
is working with both neighborhoods
on the potential of receiving protected historic district status. Residents
who would like to voice their concerns can call or participate in the
March 17 Planning Commission
meeting.
More information can be found at
weho.org/city-government/wehotv/planning-commission.

Cedars-Sinai further applies AI with new division
The Cedars-Sinai Department
of Medicine has established a new
division to explore how artificial
intelligence can be applied to help
solve complex medical problems
and enhance clinical care.
The new division, Artificial
Intelligence in Medicine, or AIM,
is led by Dr. Sumeet Chugh, an
associate director of the Smidt
Heart Institute and a prominent
expert in sudden cardiac arrest
who has long relied on technology
and population-wide data to help
demystify who might be susceptible to the usually fatal heart
rhythm disturbance.
“Through the use of applied
artificial intelligence, we can
solve existing gaps in mechanisms, diagnostics and therapeutics of major human disease conditions which afflict large populations,” said Dr. Paul Noble, professor of medicine and chair of the
department of medicine. “The
future of medicine lies in decoding enormous amounts of phenotypic and genotypic patient data.”
In conjunction with AIM,
Cedars-Sinai has developed several programs in which artificial
intelligence is being increasingly
deployed. Dr. Jason H. Moore was
recently named founding chair of
the newly-created Cedars-Sinai
Department of Computational
Biomedicine – a systemwide program committed to advancing
medical discoveries through interfacing the data sciences with clinical information.
Furthermore, Cedars-Sinai’s
Enterprise Data Intelligence team,
led by Mike Thompson, has used
AI tools to facilitate patient care at
the hospital level.
“Dr. Chugh has extensive experience using artificial intelligence
to solve clinical problems for sudden cardiac arrest, one of our most
difficult conditions,” said Shlomo

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

Dr. Sumeet Chugh will lead the new division at Cedars-Sinai.

Melmed, executive vice president
of academic affairs and dean of
the medical faculty at CedarsSinai. “Under his leadership, the
new division will harness the
Cedars-Sinai systemwide clinical
data warehouse to design clinically relevant approaches to solving
important health questions.”
Chugh said AIM has a multidisciplinary mandate. With its current focus on cardiac imaging,
sudden cardiac arrest, COVID-19
and clinical genetics, Chugh
hopes that division members will
tackle a broad range of medical,
surgical and public health problems.
“Using
a
disease-based
approach, AIM will enable crossdisciplinary connections between
clinicians, scientists and trainees
at Cedars-Sinai at multiple levels,” Chugh said.
In practice, AIM recently published a study in the Journal of
Nuclear Medicine, employing
artificial intelligence algorithms

to identify heart attack risk in
patients with already established
coronary artery disease.
New research, from the division of AIM, was also recently
published in the journal JAMA
Cardiology. In the study, physician-scientists created an artificial intelligence tool that can
effectively identify and distinguish between two life-threatening heart conditions that are often
easy to miss: hypertrophic cardiomyopathy and cardiac amyloidosis.
As the new division advances,
Chugh and team are designing
clinically relevant questions from
the broader Cedars-Sinai health
system that can be ethically vetted, analyzed, validated and
implemented.
“We hope to function as innovators and custodians of patients’
healthcare interests and needs,”
Chugh said. “And, most important, we are bringing discoveries
directly to patient care.”

Sen. Durazo introduces workplace safety legislation
Sen. Maria Elena Durazo (DLos Angeles) has introduced
Senate Bill 1044, which aims to
protect workers during natural disasters by requiring clear requirements and procedures for employers to uphold.
“The ability to keep yourself
safe on the job, and especially so
in life or death situations, should
be a given, but many workers are
subjected to what is essentially
confinement at their jobs during
natural disasters,” Durazo said.
“SB 1044 will make sure that these
workers can look out for their own
safety while not having to fear losing their job as a consequence.”

SB 1044 would enhance existing workers’ protections during
natural disasters by providing clear
requirements for employers during
these emergencies.
Specifically, it would require
employers to allow workers to
have access to their phones during
working hours and that they be
permitted to leave work in order to
ensure their own safety.
On several occasions over the
last several years, workers have
been forced to continue working in
the midst of a natural disaster that
threatened
their
wellbeing.
Agricultural employers in Sonoma
County required workers to keep

collecting produce in the midst of
the Atlas and Tubbs Fires.
Among the 23 lost and 167
injured in the 2018 Southern
California mudflows were gardeners and housekeepers at work.
During the 2019 Getty fire,
domestic workers and landscapers
continued to work, telling emergency personnel they could not
leave until their work was finished.
The bill has been referred to the
California Senate Labor, Public
Employment and Retirement
Committee.
It is expected to be heard in the
coming weeks.

pogroms. And I’ve been sick to
my stomach seeing the photos of
innocent men, women and especially children who have been
murdered in this invasion. An 18month-old boy killed by the
shelling. The 6-year-old girls shot
to death in a car. A 14-year-old
boy bleeding to death after being
hit by a shell fragment. All pointless, senseless, useless deaths at
the hand of a megalomaniacal
madman.”
Making Kyiv a sister city would
allow Los Angeles to provide
resources to Ukraine, such as
ambulances and fire trucks that
were retired from service.
According to Council President
Pro Tempore Mitch O’Farrell,
13th District, it would take time
for the impact of the assistance to
be felt in Kyiv.
“It’s a process,” O’Farrell said.
“I think under the quickest of all
circumstances … I would imagine
that the process would take at
minimum a year, and that would
be quick. There is a lot of work to
be done. But I think even the gesture of initiating it is going to send
a strong message.”
O’Farrell previously worked on
the sister city agreement with
Beirut, Lebanon, in 2006.
He added that the city needs to
consider how it might help with
refugees from Ukraine. “We need
to think ahead about the refugee
crisis that’s coming our way, and
how we can temporarily or permanently
welcome
displaced
Ukrainians from this current invasion,” O’Farrell said.
To the Ukrainian community in
Los Angeles, the sister city proposal and having Los Angeles
become a hub for refugees is a
vital measure.
“Our diaspora, the community
of L.A. at large … they have been
reaching out in droves saying,

‘We can help you. We stand with
you,’” Ukrainian Culture Center
Vice President George Wyhinny
said. “If only we can get [the
refugees] here.”
O’Farrell and Koretz said they
believe everyone should be
invested in helping the Ukrainian
people.
“The people in the 13th district
should care about everyone else,”
O’Farrell said. “This is a city of
immigrants. [Los Angeles] is the
location of the largest Ukrainian
diaspora anywhere else in the
world. The Ukrainian people are
our neighbors, our friends.
“It’s part of Los Angeles to care
about others, since we are an international city and a destination
from across the world,” O’Farrell
said.
“Everybody should care, not
just for Ukraine, but for the entire
world,” Koretz said. “If a bully
like Putin can provoke war and
just keep going, it could be another 1930s Nazi experience all over
again. We know that in advance.
We can’t let it happen. The world
has been united in its response,
and it just has to keep getting
stronger.”
Speaking in the spirit of unification, Daria Chaikovsky, president
of the Ukrainian Art Center, struck
a note of hope at the press conference when she recited an English
translation of the country’s national anthem.
“Glorious spirit of Ukraine,
through century stays ignited,”
Chaikovsky said. “Blessed by
longing for a liberty, we shall
stand united. Like the morning
dew in rays of sunshine, our foes
will perish. Together, brothers,
lead and prosper in the land we
cherish. We’ll lay down our souls
and bodies for desired freedom,
and we’ll prove that we are a
nation of the Cossack people.”

City to identify surplus properties
The Los Angeles City Council on
March 2 approved a motion that
directs the city’s Department of
General Services to identify cityowned surplus property in the Santa
Monica Mountains Zone and codify
that the Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy shall have the first
right of refusal to acquire such lands
for conservation.
In 2008, Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa initiated the “Own A
Piece of L.A.” program to itemize,
account for and offer undevelopable
slivers of city surplus land and/or
remnant parcels to adjoining neighbors, since the properties are
deemed incapable of independent
development and can only be of use
to adjoining property owners.
However, with advanced engineering innovations in recent
decades, development in sensitive
ecological areas has increased,
resulting in the fragmentation and
degradation of essential remaining
wildlife habitat connectivity and
corridors, particularly in the Santa
Monica Mountains Zone, which is
home to the Southern California
subpopulation of the mountain lion.
Local mountain lions are now a
“candidate” species under consideration for listing as “threatened”
under the California Endangered
Species Act by the state’s
Department of Fish and Wildlife.
“While I have been working with
the city planning department for the

better part of a decade to protect
wildlife habitat connectivity in the
Santa Monica Mountains, it is
imperative that we be certain we are
not at the same time inadvertently
selling off parcels for development
that could obstruct the very linkages
we are working so hard to protect,”
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, said.
“Wildlife habitat connectivity is
so essential to the survival of the
cornerstone species we share our
Santa Monica mountains with, and
many areas are in serious danger of
being blocked if we do not act
urgently and consciously,” said Paul
Edelman, deputy director of natural
resources and planning for the Santa
Monica Mountains Conservancy.
Los Angeles is located in a global
biodiversity hotspot called the
California Floristic Province, which
means that it includes more than
1,500 endemic plant species, that at
least 70% of the area’s original habitat has been lost and that the rest is
endangered by human activities.
Much of the remaining biodiversity within Los Angeles is located in
the mountains and hillsides including the Santa Monica Mountains
Zone. Plants and animals need the
interconnected ecosystems to continue to exist and flourish within the
urban context, and the biodiversity
hotspot is jeopardized by increased
development and habitat fragmentation.
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Students put cooking skills on display

Women make their mark on history
From page 6

From page 1
to become familiar with our media
department and then hit the ground
running when they come to
Beverly Hills High,” Dubin said.
BHHS alum Ricky Lee, who is
now a consultant for the district,
runs the afterschool media program along with media director
Romeo Carey.
All of the programs run for six
weeks. While approximately 20
Beverly Vista Middle School students had been learning from chef
Rick Leece in the BHHS culinary
program, around 10 learned about
video and editing from Lee and
Carey.
Middle school students in the
culinary program can continue to
learn from Leece in high school,
where the district offers a threecourse pathway for cooking and
operates a catering program that
delivers meals to faculty once or
twice a week. Dubin said the program is in high demand, as Leece
teaches approximately 125 students per day.
Both programs culminated in
the cooking competition on March
8, when both groups of students
were intensely focused on their
crafts. However, the trio of Kiley
Davidson, Madison Chen and

Association of Los Angeles and the
Human Rights Campaign. She also
serves on the advisory council for
the Los Angeles Court Assessor.
This spring, Shyne will begin her
tenure as mayor of West Hollywood
in the council’s mayoral rotation.
Her trailblazing role, Shyne said,
has been challenging but rewarding.
“I was thrilled to get elected to
West Hollywood City Council in
2020, ushering in our first female
majority. In my first year, I passed
close to 40 items at council,” Shyne
said.
But she added that there is still

Claims Conference awards grants
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Beverly Vista Middle School students livestreamed the competition.

Chase Chen took top bidding from
the judges, who were Beverly
Hills High School students.
Dubin said the students were
judged based on texture, presentation and flavor, and the teams also
had to ensure that their area of the

kitchen stayed clean and sanitized.
“It was spirited but orderly …
and I think it was just amazing,”
she said, adding that she hopes the
competition becomes an annual
occurrence.

WeHo activates community resource program
The city of West Hollywood is
encouraging community members to take part in donating to
organizations that are in urgent
need of contributions to provide
support in Ukraine, such as emergency aid, medical care and
humanitarian support.
The city is activating its West
Hollywood Responds program
to help encourage contributions to
agencies and organizations that
are working to help people in
Ukraine as well as those seeking
refuge. The city has assembled a
list of organizations on its website
at weho.org/wehoresponds.
“In Ukraine, the unprovoked
attack of Russian military forces
has caused an immediate crisis of
human suffering and need,”
Mayor Lauren Meister said.
“Many West Hollywood community members are reaching out
and asking what they can do to
help. There are lots of organizations that are focused on immediate assistance to people in
Ukraine and I know West
Hollywood’s residents and business will generously aim to help
people in Ukraine who have been
forced to flee from their homes
and communities as violence
escalates there. We must do what
we can to help.”
The city is mindful about the
important role that local governments and organizations play in
mobilizing assistance for communities when there is need.
In 2005, the West Hollywood
City
Council
first
established West Hollywood
Responds as a local disaster
relief program developed to pro-
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West Hollywood City Hall was illuminated in yellow and blue to show
support for Ukraine.

vide assistance to the Gulf Coast
region following Hurricane
Katrina. It has been reactivated
multiple times during the past
several years.
On Friday, Feb. 24, the city
issued an official statement as
Russian military forces began
attacks in Ukraine: “In the city of
West Hollywood, our thoughts
today turn to the people of
Ukraine and to our community
members of Ukrainian descent
and from former Soviet republics,
many of whom are deeply concerned about family and friends in
the region. West Hollywood has a
core value of respect and support
for people and our city has a thriving community of residents with
roots in countries that were former Soviet republics. We join
with people and communities
across the globe in calling for an

Landscape ordinance input wanted
Los Angeles City Planning’s
Urban Design Studio has launched
an update to the city’s landscape
ordinance as part of the Healthy
Buildings, Healthy Places program,
which kicked off last year.

much work to do in West
Hollywood.
“Women from the community
have expressed to me that they need
more protections against sexual
assault as well as needing to feel
safer, and share their own experiences with misogyny in West
Hollywood. As we know, given the
attack on a women’s right to choose,
the fight for women’s rights and
dignity is far from over. This is why
it is so important to celebrate
Women’s History Month and highlight the incredible contributions of
women,” Shyne said.

Updating the city’s current landscape ordinance, last revised in
2005 – affords an opportunity to
take a more holistic approach to site
design, climate resilience and
healthy building design best prac-

immediate end to this aggression.
There can be no justification for
the human suffering that will
result from the unprovoked attack
of Russian military forces. War is
never the answer. We stand for
peace and we stand with
Ukraine.”
In the days that followed the
initial military escalation in
Ukraine, the city of West
Hollywood lit its City Hall building and globe lanterns on Santa
Monica Boulevard in yellow and
blue, the colors of the Ukrainian
flag, in a show of solidarity and
support for Ukraine.
For more information, contact
the city of West Hollywood’s
Community & Legislative Affairs
Division at (323)848-6333. For
people who are deaf or hard of
hearing, please call TTY
(323)848-6496.
tices. The studio is seeking public
input on the approach under consideration and invites comments to be
submitted to planning.urbandesign@lacity.org.
Last spring, the Healthy
Buildings, Healthy Places program
was introduced through a series of
public workshops.

Gideon Taylor, president of the
Conference on Jewish Material
Claims
Against
Germany,
announced on March 1 the allocation of $720 million to more than
300 social welfare organizations
globally to support home care and
supportive services for frail and
vulnerable Holocaust survivors.
“We are proud to announce this
significant allocation at a time
when these funds are critical, due to
the age, poverty and increasing disability of our waning survivor population, and as they also continue to
face the ongoing uncertainty and
threat of COVID-19,” Taylor said.
“We know these funds provide vital
support during these difficult
times.”
The largest grants to social welfare agencies in the U.S. included
Jewish Family Service Los
Angeles, which received $18.7 million.
In recent years, during negotiations with the German government,
the Claims Conference pressed the
urgent need to increase home care
funding for Holocaust survivors
both in the United States and across
the globe.
The new allocations are distributed to social welfare organizations
in regions where significant numbers of survivors live to ensure vital
services, such as home care, medical care, emergency assistance and
food, are available for Holocaust
survivors in those regions. Funds
for the services provide a lifeline to
frail, elderly Holocaust survivors in
need around the world.
“Survivors will be supported
wherever they live, whether wartorn areas or conflict zones, and no
matter the obstacle,” Claims
Conference executive vice president Greg Schneider said.
“Whether in the face of the ongoing
pandemic, issues of inflation or
threat of war, we are committed to
providing home care, food and
medicine to elderly, poor Holocaust
survivors. We will continue to fight

for more year-after-year to ensure
every survivor has the care they
deserve.”
The funds constitute one of the
largest allocations from any grantmaking organization globally in
one year and the largest amount
ever allocated for Claims
Conference in a single year. In
2021, the Claims Conference distributed $653 million in grants to
more than 300 social service agencies worldwide, and this year, the
Claims Conference estimates that
the funds, through the grants and
partner organizations, will reach
approximately 120,000 survivors.
“I cannot overstate how critical
these lifesaving funds from the
Claims Conference are to ensure
the well-being of survivors in the
former Soviet Union,” said Mark
Sisisky, president of the American
Jewish
Joint
Distribution
Committee. “As we see in Ukraine,
and throughout the region, crisis
can erupt at a moment’s notice and
increase the plight and needs of survivors and other elderly. The services we provide them in partnership with the Claims Conference
are a literal lifeline of care, dignity,
and hope for better days.”
Additionally, Claims Conference
continues to provide direct compensation to survivors. In 2021, the
Claims Conference distributed
approximately $820 million in
compensation to more than
210,000 survivors in 83 countries.
Representatives from 23 major
Jewish organizations founded the
Conference on Jewish Material
Claims Against Germany in 1951
in response to the West German
government’s promise to make
“material amends” to Jewish survivors of the Holocaust. The
Claims Conference represents
world Jewry in negotiating for
compensation and restitution for
Jewish survivors of the Holocaust
and their heirs.
For information, visit claimscon.org.

L.A. theater festival to honor artists
The
Los
Angeles
Women’s Theatre Festival marks
29 years of producing over 600
extraordinary multicultural and
multidisciplinary solo performers
from around the globe.
The longest-running Annual
Solo Festival for women in Los
Angeles, LAWTF will take place
March 24 through March 27. The
festival will be presented virtually
again this year. The overall theme
of the festival is “Beyond
Boundaries.”
Reservations will be available at
(818)760-0408 or visit lawtf.org.

Answers From Page 23

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

INCOME TAX

ALL YEAR
INCOME TAX

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW CLIENTS

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036

WEST HOLLYWOOD

Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
s
e
Pric

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program.

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

as seen on YouTube!

HANDYMAN
HONEST HANDYMAN
DOES IT ALL
Serving the Westside for 32 years
• Plumbing • Electrical
• Roofing • Tile • Flooring
• Painting • A/C Repair
Carpentry • Drywall
• Windows • Decks
• Kitchen & Bath Specialist

FORT CONSTRUCTION
General Contractors
Call Manny

(310)729-9612
(424)284-3314

Lic#465817 Bonded • Insured

fortconstructionla.com

Reach
thousands of
readers at
BeverlyPress.com
for only $8/M
impression.
240,000 users each
week!

Ways to subscribe

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Hit
5. “Hey, there!”
9. Harley
14. Cell phone display
15. Audio effect
16. Didn’t give up
17. Country on the tip of the Arabian
Peninsula
18. Petitions
19. Coins featuring a ring of 12 stars
20. Chef’s gadget
23. Hyperbolic function
24. Shooter’s ammo
25. ___ general rule
28. Movie ____ (one who watches films)
31. Scale reading
33. Atlas sect.
36. Crib parts
39. Turkish generals
40. Cutter for a specific fruit
44. German article
45. Event controller
46. Airport sign data
47. Make sterile, in a way
50. Thief’s obstacle
52. Cooking abbr.
53. Soybean curd
56. Seine sights
59. Cheddar shredder
63. African beast
66. Spanish appetizer

67. ___ Alto
68. Fragrant purple flower
69. Middle-___
70. Earthy sediment
71. Armani creation
72. Dregs of wine
73. “Do it or ___!”
Down
1. Traffic sign
2. Red carpet cars
3. Valuable violin
4. State of Malaysia
5. Mexican mint product
6. Food fish
7. Follower
8. “I’m dying __ it!”
9. Sardo or Havarti
10. Part of BYO
11. Life saving technique
12. August zodiac sign
13. Actors Harris and Begley
21. “___ were the days, my friends”
22. Order’s partner
25. Texas A&M student
26. 2000 Sam L. Jackson film
27. Confused
29. Santa’s help
30. Scarce
32. McKellen or Fleming
33. Authorized representative
34. Common side order

35. Incurred a bar tab
37. Stomach, to a tot
38. Sets (on)
41. Animal companion
42. Earl Grey is an example of this drink
43. Drink from fermented milk
48. High standards
49. Unnamed litigant
51. Pass, as time
54. Relating to an unborn baby
55. Phrasing

57. Sell online
58. Barters
59. Professional bean counters
60. Sporting sword
61. Wanders about
62. Memorization method
63. Venerable
64. White wine aperitif
65. Ginger ___
answers on page 22
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