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Gascón recall approved Who gets the reward after an arrest?
n BH officials continue to support D.A.’s removal

By AAron Blevins
The Los Angeles County
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk
approved the petition to recall L.A.
County District Attorney George
Gascón, who could be removed
from office if proponents of the
recall gather enough signatures.
On Jan. 4, the Beverly Hills City
Council voted to support the recall
of Gascón, citing policies that city
officials believe have led to an
increase in crime in L.A. County.
On Feb. 1, Vice Mayor Lili Bosse
praised the petition’s approval.
“I feel extremely confident that
the signatures will be gathered, and
I feel equally confident that he will
be recalled,” she said.
In a statement, Gascón campaign
spokesperson Elise Moore on Feb.
2 said the recall effort is politically
motivated.
“On the campaign trail, George
Gascón promised to end discriminatory practices and other failed
policies,” she said. “The voters of
L.A. County agreed and voted overwhelmingly to embrace reform. All
voters need to do is take one look at

process for payouts in
criminal cases
By edwin folven
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George Gascón

the key proponents of the recall
effort and they will see it for what it
truly is: a politically motivated
attempt to undermine the will of the
voters. The people of L.A. County
are far more interested in actually
enhancing community safety for
families, victims and all those living in L.A. County than they are in
yet another politically motivated
recall attempt.”
See Gascón page 21

BHUSD requests bids
for new bond manager
n New company may

provide construction
oversight for district
By AAron Blevins
The Beverly Hills Unified
School District Board of
Education on Feb. 1 decided 4-1
to issue a request for proposals to
potentially replace the district’s
bond manager, Team Concept
Development Services Inc.
TCDS oversees the district’s
construction program, which is
experiencing a budget shortfall
and may need an additional $130
million to complete ongoing projects at Beverly Hills High School
and El Rodeo Elementary School.
“This program is critical to
improve our schools and to provide the best and safest learning
environment for our students
today, and to attract teachers, students and families from Beverly
Hills,” BHUSD President Mary
Wells said. “At the very least, to
fulfill our obligations, we need to
ensure that we are getting the best
value with the dollars that we borrowed to complete this program.”
On Oct. 26, the board had an
opportunity to extend TCDS’ con-

n City has lengthy

tract for five years, but board
members opted to pull the item
from the agenda at Wells’ request.
TCDS would have received 2.5%
of the total construction costs of
projects and compensation for
managing the bond as part of the
agreement, which would have
been funded by general obligation
bonds, Measure E and BH funding, and possibly capital facilities
funding.
Also in October, TCDS reported the budget shortfall and cited
project alterations, market prices,
subway construction and other
issues that had impacted the construction program. However, the
amount of the shortfall has yet to
be confirmed by the board.
Now, the board could vote to
move in a different direction,
although TCDS can still submit a
bid to continue providing bond
management services for the district. The company’s current contract with BHUSD began in 2017
and is scheduled to end on July
17, Wells said.
“The board needs to get this
information now so that we are
prepared and we are informed, so
that we can make business decisions to ensure that we do not
See BHUSD page 22

When a manhunt was underway
in mid-January for the suspect
who murdered a 24-year-old
woman at the Croft House furniture store on La Brea Avenue, the
city of Los Angeles offered a
$50,000 reward for information
leading to an arrest and conviction. By the time Councilman
Paul Koretz and Los Angeles
Police Department Chief Michel
Moore appeared at a press conference on Jan. 18 to appeal for the
public’s help in the case, private
donations had increased the
reward to more than $250,000,
officials said.
The same day, detectives
released security camera images
of the alleged suspect at a convenience store near the murder
scene, and they were widely
broadcast by the media. On Jan.
19, the Pasadena Police
Department received a tip from a
caller who said they saw a man fitting the suspect’s description at a
bus stop near Fair Oaks Avenue
and
Colorado
Boulevard.
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LAPD Chief Michel Moore announced a reward in the murder of
Brianna Kupfer during a press conference on Jan. 18.

Pasadena officers rushed to area
and arrested Shawn Laval Smith,
31, who was subsequently turned
over to the LAPD and charged
with the murder of Brianna
Kupfer, a UCLA student who was
working alone at Croft House
when she was stabbed to death.
Police have not identified who
provided the tip to the Pasadena
Police Department, although
media reports have stated it was a
bartender working in a restaurant
across the street from where Smith

was arrested. While it may seem
like the caller would be eligible to
receive the reward, there are many
factors that come into play when
deciding who receives reward
money in criminal cases, police
said.
The city of Los Angeles makes
such determinations based on
rules outlined in the administrative code, which is part of the city
charter. The process of determining who a reward is paid to
See Rewards page 21

LET’S GO L.A. RAMS!

By edwin folven

The Los Angeles Rams are headed to Super Bowl LVI on Feb. 13
after defeating the San Francisco
49ers in the NFC Championship
Game last Sunday. The Rams will
face the Cincinatti Bengals at SoFi
Stadium in Inglewood.
Pink’s Hot Dogs on La Brea
Avenue is celebrating the Rams’
trip to the Super Bowl with a special Blue and Gold Stretch Hot
Dog, with proceeds being donated
to charity through Super Bowl
Sunday.
The hot dog has a 9-inch stretch
dog topped with mustard, onions,
nacho cheese and three strips of
bacon, as well as a “championsize” spoonful of chili, said
Richard Pink, who operates the
stand with his wife, Gloria, and sister, Beverly Pink-Wolfe. The Blue
and Gold Stretch Hot Dog is $6.50,
and all proceeds from sales through
Super Bowl Sunday will be donated to the Los Angeles Rams
Foundation.
Pink said the hot dog stand is a
great place for sports fans to eat
before and after the big game, and
to pick up hot dogs and hamburgers
for home viewing parties.
He said members of the Pink
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Pink’s Hot Dogs is selling a special hot dog in celebration of the Los
Angeles Rams’ Super Bowl berth and is donating proceeds to charity.

family are long-time Rams fans,
and predicted a win for the team.
“I have been a Rams fan since I
was prenatal. I thought it was a
great day for L.A. when the Rams
finally beat the San Francisco
49ers and reestablished their role as
the greatest in the world,” Pink
said. “[The Rams] got into the
Super Bowl a couple years ago, but
now they are on track to reign

supreme. Pink’s is turning blue and
gold to celebrate the Rams, and we
are ready to welcome everyone
from around the country to
Hollywood.”
Pink’s Hot Dogs is located at 709
N. La Brea Ave., near Pink’s
Square at La Brea and Melrose
avenues. For information, call
(323)931-4223, or visit pinkshollywood.com.
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WeHo celebrates Black History
Month with series of events

The city of West Hollywood will
celebrate Black History Month with
several events held throughout
February. Black History Month recognizes, celebrates and honors the
rich and diverse history and important contributions and achievements of African Americans and is
observed annually during the
month of February.
On Wednesday, Feb. 9, at 7:30
p.m., Still Bisexual will host a virtual Black LGBTQ wellness event,
“Sacred Space.” The event begins
with a guided meditation from Dr.
Falami – a holistic human development strategist, womanist and poet
– and will be followed by a guided
motivational yoga practice with
Samora. The virtual event will fuse
motivational affirmations with specific yoga sequences to stimulate
positive thinking, push physical
limitations and release emotional
blockages. The event is free.
Register in advance of the event at
tinyurl.com/sacredspaceweho.
On Saturday, Feb. 19, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m., residents can visit
the Black Women Lead Pop-Up
Market in Plummer Park. The free,
open-air event will feature Black
vendors, panelists and performers
and will take place on the Plummer
Park lawn, 7377 Santa Monica
Blvd.
In the interest of public health,
the event may be moved to a virtual
space if it is deemed necessary by
public health officials. Attendees
are advised to be fully vaccinated,
wear face masks and maintain
physical distancing whenever possible. Any changes of event updates
will be provided on the city’s website calendar at weho.org/calendar.
Further, the city of West
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Hollywood Moving Image Media
Art program will host the worldwide debut of “BLACK.ECO,” a
film from director and choreographer Shauna Davis. The film will
be displayed for ten-and-a-half
minutes at the top of every hour on
the Netflix Invisible Frame billboard, 8743 Sunset Blvd., beginning Wednesday, Feb. 2.
Shauna Davis’ original film is a
multidimensional Afrofuturist journey through space and time. Using
movement and positivity as battering rams to destroy tired oppressive
tropes, Davis spreads magical light
and reveals the exquisite hope of
abundance. By subverting Black
existential narratives, Davis resets
racist fictions with images that
should be within the cultural lexicon (intimate, happy, unremarkable
moments in Black lives), but aren’t.
Pulsating through the stories are
images of love, history and connection, demonstrating the powerful
gravitational pull that joy creates.
The city of West Hollywood free
Human Rights Speakers Series virtual panel discussion, “My Name is
Pauli Murray: Exploring Race and
Gender Equity” will be held virtually at 6 p.m. on Feb. 15. Residents
are invited to join a conversation
around race, gender equity and gender identity in Participant and
Amazon’s new documentary, “My
Name is Pauli Murray.” A pioneering attorney, social justice activist
and priest, Murray shaped landmark litigation – and consciousness
–around race and gender equity.
Registration is requested via
Eventbrite
at
hrss2022feb15.eventbrite.com.
For
details and more information, visit
weho.org/hrss.

More space opens
in WeHo park
The city of West Hollywood has
reopened a large portion of West
Hollywood Park in an area that was
previously closed for completion of
the West Hollywood Park Phase II
Master Plan Implementation Project,
which includes the Aquatic and
Recreation Center building. Some
areas will remain temporarily closed
to the public while construction and
inspections are completed.
Amenities in this newly opened
section in the park include the
Robertson Gardens, an area with
public art, a new picnic area and an
expanded turf area for passive recreation. The adult fitness equipment is
also open to the public.
West Hollywood Park’s restrooms
and children’s playgrounds remain
closed. The city anticipates opening
those amenities in the coming weeks.
A phased opening of the Aquatic and
Recreation Center building is anticipated to begin in April. For information, visit weho.org.

Classical concert

Classical music fans won’t want to
miss an LA Phil performance of
Sergei Rachmaninoff's Third Piano
Concerto from Thursday, Feb. 3,
through Sunday, Feb. 6, at the Walt
Disney
Concert
Hall.
Rachmaninoff’s
piece is often
considered the
most difficult
concerto in the
standard repertory, but also
one of his most
loved for its
romantic lyricism. Pianist Yefim
Bronfman joins Philippe Jordan,
music director of the Vienna State
Opera, for the melodic concert. The
program concludes with a suite
from Sergei Prokofiev’s ballet
music inspired by Shakespeare’s
iconic tragedy. Showtimes are 8
p.m. on Feb. 3 and 5; 11 a.m. on
Feb. 4; and 2 p.m. on Feb. 6. Tickets
start at $63. 111 S. Grand Ave.
laphil.com.

‘Sacre’ by Circa

The Broad Stage presents “Sacre”
by Circa Contemporary Circus, one
of the world's
leading performance companies, on Friday,
Feb. 4, and
Saturday, Feb.
5, at 7:30 p.m.
Ten acrobats
from the Circa
ensemble will
bring Stravinsky’s “The Rite of
Spring” to the circus stage. The performance weaves together acrobatics and dynamic encounters, interspersed with dark humor and tenderness. Tickets start at $65. 1310 11th
St.,
Santa
Monica.
thebroadstage.org.

Piano Spheres

Piano Spheres will honor composer
and pianist Frederic Rzewski during
a performance on Saturday, Feb. 5,
at 8 p.m., in the Zipper Concert Hall
at the Colburn School. An outdoor

performance of works by Rzewski
will also begin
at 4 p.m. in the
Colburn School
Plaza.
The
indoor concert
includes
the
world premiere
of
Piano
Spheres-commissioned “Suite,” one of the last
completed
compositions
by
Rzewski. Pianists Ursula Oppens
and Lisa Moore, two of Rzewski’s
closest musical collaborators, will
join Piano Spheres musicians for the
indoor concert. Admission is free to
the performance on the plaza.
Tickets are $25 for the concert in the
Zipper Concert Hall. 200 S. Grand
Ave. pianospheres.org.

Beth Hart

Grammy-nominated vocalist Beth
Hart brings “The Thankful Tour” to
the Saban Theatre on Saturday, Feb.
5. Hart has toured with Jeff Beck
and Buddy Guy, and was described
by guitarist Joe Bonamassa as “the
new Janis Joplin.” Outspoken about
her struggles with mental health,
Hart’s performance will feature
selections from her new album, “A
Tribute to Led Zeppelin,” which is
scheduled for release on Feb. 25.
Guitarist and songwriter Quinn
Sullivan will open the show. Doors
open at 6 p.m., Hart performs at 8
p.m. Tickets start at $48. 8440
Wilshire Blvd. wheremusicmeetsthesoul.com.

‘Power of Sail’

Geffen Playhouse is holding the
West Coast premiere of “Power of
Sail,” written by Paul Grellong and
directed by Weyni Mengesha, running
from
Tuesday, Feb. 8,
through Sunday,
March 13, in the
Gil
Cates
Theater
at
Geffen
Playhouse. The cast
includes Bryan
Cranston as Charles Nichols, Hugo

Armstrong as Frank Sullivan, Amy
Brenneman as Amy Katz, Donna
Simone Johnson as Quinn Harris,
Tedra Millan as Maggie Rosen,
Seth Numrich as Lucas Poole and
Brandon Scott as Baxter Forrest.
The production examines the insidiousness of hate disguised as free
speech. Showtimes are 8 p.m.,
Tuesday through Friday; 3 and 8
p.m., Saturday; 2 and 7 p.m.,
Sunday. Tickets start at $30. 10886
Le Conte Ave. (310)208-2028, geffenplayhouse.org.

Jimmie Allen

The Grammy Museum welcomes
country music artist Jimmie Allen
during an installment of the
Spotlight series on Thursday, Feb.
10, at 7:30 p.m.
The Grammy
Award-nominee
for Best New
Artist will discuss his breakout career and
will perform.
Allen
has
received critical acclaim for his
2018 debut album, “Mercury Lane.”
In July 2020, Allen released his starstudded collaboration project,
“Bettie James,” followed by “Bettie
James Gold Edition” in 2021.
Tickets are $25. 800 W. Olympic
Blvd. grammymuseum.org.

French films

Theatre Raymond Kabbaz presents
“A Night of
Short French
Films”
on
Thursday, Feb.
10, at 8 p.m.
The series honors French cinema and the
country’s innovative traditions in filmmaking. It
includes six French shorts – half by
female directors – with a distinctly
French style. A complimentary wine
and cheese tasting will be offered at
intermission. General admission is
$17. 10361 W. Pico Blvd. (310)2860553, shortfrenchtrk.eventive.org.

Bogie’s Liquor
Stock up on your
favorite beverages
for the SUPER BOWL!!
Go Rams!
Please Wear a Mask !

We carry the finest in
• Beer • Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Kegs
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West Hollywood Park offers
expansive space for recreation.

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
Call us! 323-469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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Firefighters reach COVID-19 agreement
n City, BHFA reach

deal on county’s health
care worker mandate
By aaron Blevins
Eighteen Beverly Hills firefighters who received COVID-19 vaccine exemptions and were removed
from patient care can now resume
their normal responsibilities, after
an agreement was reached between
the city and the Beverly Hills
Firefighters Association.
On Jan. 31, city officials
announced that the two entities
agreed on a new set of COVID-19
protocols. The agreement will benefit public safety in Beverly Hills,

BHFA President Victor Gutierrez
said.
“It’ll help with scheduling,” he
added. “It’ll help us with our normal coverage of the city as well.
There were some operational challenges with the way our dispatch
model was modified during that
time, but we covered it for the most
part. But there were some operational challenges, for sure.”
The agreement comes in
response to the implementation of
the
Los
Angeles
County
Department of Public Health’s
health care worker vaccine mandate, which took effect on Oct. 1.
After it took effect, 25 of the
Beverly Hills Fire Department’s 87
firefighters requested medical or
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The public sculpture installation planned for Frieze has been cancelled, but the rest of the event is planned to continue.

Frieze cancels sculpture element
Frieze, an international art fair,
on Jan. 27 announced that the
launch of Frieze Sculpture
Beverly Hills, planned for Beverly
Gardens Park, will not take place
in 2022.
Due to delays in shipping and
labor shortages as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, organizers
have determined that they do not
have sufficient artworks to realize
a full-scale public sculpture installation.
“We are grateful to the city of
Beverly Hills, as well as the participating galleries and artists, for
all their support,” a Frieze
spokesperson said. “We continue
to look forward to this year’s
Frieze Week in Beverly Hills.”
Frieze Los Angeles will still
return Feb. 17-20 at the future One
Beverly Hills location, 9900
Wilshire Blvd., adjacent to The
Beverly Hilton hotel.
On Jan. 28, Frieze and Maison
Ruinart named Suzanne Husky as
the artist selected for the third
R.U.in.ART
commission.
Established in 2019 at the inaugural edition of Frieze Los Angeles,
the initiative annually invites a
West Coast artist to realize an
immersive experience within the
Ruinart Art Bar at the fair.
This year, Husky, a San
Francisco-based artist and ecoactivist, will present a participatory installation titled “Dam
Beaverly Hills!,” spotlighting the
integral role that the North
American beaver could, once
again, play in maintaining
California’s landscape.
The commission, as Husky
describes, “will draw attention to
the generosity and world building
characteristics of beavers and will
look to the animal as a radical ally

of regenerative agriculture and as
a spiritual teacher.”
Noting that the place name
Beverly itself means “beaver
clearing,” Husky’s installation
will center on themes of ecology
and the environmental crisis,
echoing Maison Ruinart’s own
efforts within the champagne
region to secure and develop biodiversity.
“Given Ruinart’s full commitment to sustainability and biodiversity in every aspect of our
process, we opt for artists with a
strong environmental message,”
Maison Ruinart president Frédéric
Dufour said. “We believe in the
power of art to enlighten and transform our vision of the link between
humans and wildlife. We wish to
merge art in nature in one common
consciousness for the planet.”
“By trapping water on the land,
beaver dams slow soil erosion, filter heavy metals, replenish water
tables, offer shelter for insects and
fish, and provide food for migratory and local birds,” Husky added.
“Beavers slow California’s wildfires by building dams that hydrate
soil in water-depleted areas, leaving land more fire resistant.
Despite the multitude of benefits
that arise from the presence of the
beaver, the species remains often
forgotten in California, or seen as a
nuisance.”
The artist will display an
ensemble of artifacts that prompt
discussion about how humans
understand and misunderstand the
beaver. The installation will be
activated through live events in
which Husky will draw attention
to the beaver’s history in
California.
For
information,
visit
frieze.com.

religious exemptions.
The city approved one medical
exemption and 18 temporary
exemptions, and it denied six. Of
the six, five received the vaccine.
One firefighter, Josh Sattley, was
placed on unpaid leave and later
filed a lawsuit against the city.
How the agreement will impact
that lawsuit is unclear. However,
Gutierrez said part of the agreement
specifies that the BHFA drop any
possible litigation it had planned as
a result of the city’s implementation
of the mandate.
“We had a grievance with some
policy and hiring and contract
issues that had been broken because
of the extra measures that the city
put in place, and those were all corrected and resolved through the
agreement,” he added.
According to a press release, the
agreement will require employees
to undergo daily COVID-19 testing
and wear enhanced personal protective equipment when responding to
medical calls. However, Gutierrez
said firefighters who received
exemptions will be tested before
they begin their shifts, as they have
in the past.
“As they report to duty, they’ll be
tested, and [if] they test negative,
then they continue on their normal
duties and assignments,” he added.
“If they test positive, they are sent
to our city’s urgent care [for additional testing].”
Further, when responding to
calls, firefighters will wear
enhanced protective equipment,
such as gowns, goggles, gloves and
masks. Previously, firefighters only
responded with protective equip-
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City officials said the agreement will help the Beverly Hills Fire
Department with staffing.

ment if the call was a suspected
positive COVID-19 case, Gutierrez
said.
Mayor Robert Wunderlich said
he is pleased with the agreement,
which results in COVID-19 protocols that are still more strict than the
county’s mandate due to the daily
testing requirements.
“Our objective is to provide for
the safety of the public,” he said.
“With this agreement, it gives us
more flexibility in staffing our
emergency vehicles, and the daily
testing will provide that greater
level of safety. I am glad that we

could work this out.”
In the release, Fire Chief Greg
Barton also praised the agreement
and said it will benefit the residents
of Beverly Hills.
“I am pleased that a consensus
has been reached and the community of Beverly Hills will receive the
highest level of service it deserves,”
Barton said.
Gutierrez agreed.
“We will continue to deliver the
outstanding service that this community deserves and expects, and
we look forward to continuing that
service,” he added.
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New arrest made in Sunset Boulevard homicide
n Victim was shot and

killed during a robbery,
police said
By edwin folven

photo courtesy of ring.com

Security camera footage of the robbery on Fuller Avenue circulated
on social media before police became aware of the crime,

One suspect in custody for
Fuller Avenue robbery
n Authorities are still

searching for four
other assailants

By edwin folven
A 29-year-old man who police
described as a gang member was
charged on Jan. 20 in connection
with a robbery on Nov. 26 on
Fuller Avenue in which the victims did not report the crime to
police.
Officers only learned about the
crime from security camera
footage circulating on social
media, and went to the house on
Dec. 2 to interview the victims.
Detective Chris Marsden, with
the Los Angeles Police
Department’s
RobberyHomicide Division, said investigators are “not sure” why the victims did not call police after
being robbed.
Police believe five suspects
were lying in wait for the victims,
who were confronted as they
arrived at the home after dining at
a nearby restaurant. The security
camera footage shows two male
suspects wearing tactical vests
approaching three victims as they
walked up to the front door of the
residence in the 100 block of
North Fuller Avenue. The suspects, at least one of whom was
armed with a handgun, struck the
victims and forced them inside,
where one additional victim was
also confronted, police said. The
assailants let three additional
male suspects, who had been
waiting outside, into the house
and the group robbed the four
victims. A large amount of cash
and jewelry was stolen.
Detectives from the LAPD’s
Wilshire Division initially investigated the crime before turning
the case over to the RobberyHomicide Division, which is
investigating a series of follow-

home robberies throughout the
city. Marsden said investigators
alerted personnel throughout the
department about the robbery,
and officers with the gang detail
in the Newton Division recognized a man in custody on another charge as likely being a suspect in the robbery on Fuller
Avenue.
The suspect, Early Martell
Smith, of Los Angeles, has been
in custody since Dec. 25 awaiting
a parole hearing for gun and robbery charges. On Jan. 20, the Los
Angeles
County
District
Attorney’s Office charged Smith
with kidnapping for robbery and
assault with a deadly weapon.
His bail was set at $1.1 million.
Marsden declined to provide
specific information about how
the suspects targeted the victims
or whether they knew them, citing the ongoing investigation and
criminal proceedings. No information was provided about the
victims other than one of them
lives at the house, which was not
a short-term rental, Marsden
said. The detective also had no
further information about the tactical vests the suspects were
wearing.
“We don’t know where [they]
came from, but it looked fairly
official,” he added.
Four other male suspects are
still being sought for the robbery.
The other man who allegedly
approached the victims outside
was Black, 20-25 years old,
approximately 6 feet 1 inches tall
with a medium build. The other
three suspects who entered the
residence were only described as
being male.
Anyone with information
about the robbery is urged to contact Robbery-Homicide Division
detectives at (213)486-6840.
During weekends and off-hours,
call the LAPD’s hotline at
(877)LAPD247.

WeHo plans virtual meeting
on Homeless Initiative

The city of West Hollywood is
holding a meeting to update the
community on its Homeless
Initiative on Wednesday, Feb. 16, at
6 p.m., via Zoom
The Homeless Initiative addresses
homelessness with a multi-disciplinary, multi-agency collaborative
response. The city partners with
social service agencies, the West
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce,
West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station

and Los Angeles County agencies to
provide services that reduce homelessness.
The community meeting will provide information about the initiative,
including recent outcomes from
city-funded organizations that
directly assist people experiencing
homelessness in moving into housing. A preview of new projects in
development will also be presented.
For information, visit weho.org.

A 24-year-old male suspect from
Los Angeles was arrested on Jan. 27
and booked for the Nov. 23 murder
of a man outside a restaurant on
Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood.
The suspect, Marquis Ford, was
taken into custody at an undisclosed
location in South Los Angeles and is
being held on $2.1 million bail,
according to Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department booking
records. He is scheduled to appear
in court on Feb. 18.
Ford was the fifth suspect arrested in connection with the murder
on Nov. 23 outside the Bossa Nova
restaurant in the 7100 block of
Sunset Boulevard. Police said the
victim, Jose Ruiz Gutierrez, 23, and
his girlfriend stopped around 2 a.m.
to pick up food at the restaurant.
The unidentified woman went
inside and was returning to the car
when several men approached and
attempted to rob her. Gutierrez,
who was sitting in his parked car
and was also armed with a handgun, got out and tried to intervene,
police said. He was shot and killed
by one of the suspects. The female
victim was not injured.
The other suspects who were
arrested on Dec. 21 were identified
as Jayon Sanders, 21, Abraham
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A fifth suspect is in custody in connection with a homicide on Sunset
Boulevard.

Castillo, 20, Tyree Singleton, 20,
and Joshua Saulsberry, 21. The Los
Angeles County District Attorney’s
Office has charged Sanders,
Castillo and Singleton with murder,
robbery and attempted robbery.
They remain in custody on more
than $2 million bail and are scheduled to appear in court on Feb 18.
Saulsberry was charged with one
count of robbery and has been
released on bail, according to the
sheriff’s department booking
records.
The arrests on Dec. 21 were
made at undisclosed locations in
Los Angeles and Fontana by the
LAPD’s Follow-Home Task Force,
which is led by detectives with the
Robbery-Homicide Division. No

details were provided about how
the suspects were tied to the homicide, including whether they followed the victims to the restaurant.
The suspects have not been linked
to other robberies.
Police searched the suspects’ residences and recovered a handgun,
replica handgun, more than
$30,000 in cash, handbags, a Rolex
watch, gang paraphernalia and two
vehicles allegedly used during the
robbery and murder. Anyone with
information about the homicide or
any other crimes possibly related to
the suspects is urged to call
Robbery Homicide Division detectives at (213)486-6860. During
weekends and off-hours, call the
LAPD’s hotline at (877)LAPD247.

Initiative aims to reduce anti-Asian hate crimes

Mayor Eric Garcetti on Feb. 1
launched AAPI LA, an initiative to
address the needs and challenges of
Asian American and Pacific
Islander residents and provide an
outlet for sharing their stories.
The initiative was launched amid
a rise in anti-Asian hate crimes and
incidents. Its centerpiece is a podcast focused on the Asian American
experience in Los Angeles.
“Los Angeles is a place where
everyone belongs and where we
value the contributions of all our
diverse neighbors,” Garcetti said.
“With AAPI LA, we are lifting up
the voices of AAPI Angelenos and
reaffirming our commitment to ending hate and discrimination in our
city for good.”
The initiative brings together
organizations, community leaders
and corporate partners to increase
cross-collaboration and outreach.
AAPI LA was made possible
through a partnership with the Asian
Pacific Community Fund.
“After living in L.A. for more
than 20 years, my family personally
experienced a racist incident during
this pandemic. Some of my AAPI
friends have experienced much
worse, making the divisiveness and
hate in our city very real to me,” said
Dan Lin, CEO of the film production company Rideback and cochair of AAPI LA Advisory Board.
“By joining AAPI LA, I hope that
we can do our part to make L.A. a
more harmonious place to live and
embrace the diversity of cultures
that makes living here so special.”
“Asian Pacific Community Fund
is honored to be AAPI-LA’s fiscal
partner to support our joint vision of
providing a greater voice for the
L.A.-area AAPI community,” Asian
Pacific Community Fund executive
director Chun-Yen Chen said.
“Together, we can build a healthier
and stronger AAPI community.”
Approximately one-third of Asian

Americans in the United States live
in California, where they comprise
16% of the population. The Los
Angeles area is home to the largest
Burmese, Cambodian, Chinese,

Filipino, Indonesian, Korean, Sri
Lankan and Thai populations living
outside of their respective home
countries. For information, visit
AAPILA.org.
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WeHo’s finances better than projected
By Carlos de loera
The West Hollywood City
Council Finance and Budget
Subcommittee met on Jan. 31 to
discuss the mid-year budget outlook for the 2021-22 fiscal year,
and to discuss the living and minimum wage rate.
While the city is still expecting a
revenue shortfall by the end of the
fiscal year, the newly projected
deficit is less than initially thought.
The shift in estimations is due to an
unexpectedly strong economic performance by the retail and hospitality industries from June 2021 to
December 2021.
“We are improving our regular
surplus or regular deficit from negative $6.9 million to negative $3.9
million,” budget officer Christine
Safriet said.
The city had initially projected its
year-end revenue to be $104 million, but is now adding $7.3 million
to that estimate.
Although a strong increase in
revenue was observed in the summer and fall of 2021 due largely to
a bump in the travel and tourism
industry, an analysis of December
and January transient occupancy
tax receipts showed a slowing of
revenue.
“This is largely due to both the
omicron surge, as well as some
winter seasonality,” Safriet said.
A federal fund provided by the
American Rescue Plan Act may
offset some of this revenue loss by
providing an additional $4.4 million to the budget, Safriet noted.
On the expenditures side, the city
is expecting an increase from $111
million to $115 million. About half
of that increase comes from supplemental approvals for transit fund
purchases, consulting studies and
council programs. The other half of
the increase comes from a staff proposal to add funds toward social
services, maintenance, property
studies and Pride.
“Our reserve will shrink a little
bit and our deficit has shrunk a little
bit in terms of our budget,” Mayor
Lauren Meister said. “That’s all
positive, positive news.”
Additionally, there was discussion concerning the proposed

increase to the city’s living wage
rate. Currently, the living wage rate
for employees with health benefits
is $13.91 an hour and $15.16 an
hour for those not receiving health
benefits. The proposed revision
would bump the wage rate to
$19.35 an hour, regardless of
employee health benefit status. The
increase would cost the city about
$1.2 million per year – to offset service contracts that would be
impacted.
Regarding the implementation of
the increased living wage rate,
Meister raised concerns about
social service providers’ ability to
afford the wage hike.
“I assume a lot of our social services providers are nonprofit organizations, and I’m just wondering
if we should consider … excluding
them from the living wage ordinance,” Meister said.
Mayor Pro Tem Sepi Shyne
opposed the mayor’s suggestion.
“I think when you’re working in
Los Angeles County, nonprofit or
not, you need to be going by the
principles of the living wage, so
people could make a living wage
so they could live in L.A. County,”
Shyne said. “I don’t really support
doing an exemption for nonprofits,
necessarily.”
City manager David Wilson then
moved the discussion toward the
already approved adoption of a
new minimum wage of $18.40 an
hour for the city, effective July 1.
Wilson noted that even the
increased minimum wage falls
short of the proposed living wage
and suggested having the living
wage equal the minimum wage so
that “everyone is on the same playing field.”
“Those [minimum wage] numbers increase … every year, so it
would get to $19.35 probably in the
next year or two, based on [consumer price index] increases for
both the minimum wage and the
living wage,” Wilson said
Shyne inquired as to how much
funding would be set aside for
mental health response units.
“My priority is to have these are
fully funded,” Shyne said. “Mental
health and homelessness are a priority for our residents and our city

City seeks minimum wage input
The city of West Hollywood has
opened a public comment period to
gather input regarding newly
released draft minimum wage
administrative regulations that aim
to provide West Hollywood
employees and employers clarification about implementing the
city’s minimum wage ordinance.
Draft minimum wage administrative regulations consist of guidance related to payment of citywide minimum wage, compensated and uncompensated leave, the
application of a one-year waiver
and service charges.
West Hollywood employees and
employers are urged to review the
draft document and submit public
comments in the sidebar using the
comment tool. The public comment period is open until Tuesday,
Feb. 15, at 11:59 p.m. The document link is posted on the city’s
minimum wage website area under
the
“Draft
Administrative
Regulations for Public Comment”
section at weho.org/wage.
Community members who cannot submit an electronic public
comment may send a public comment
by
email
to
business@weho.org prior to the

deadline. Public comments will be
collected by city staff and incorporated into recommendations for
consideration by the West
Hollywood City Council.
The City Council approved an
ordinance on Nov. 15, 2021, establishing a citywide minimum wage
and guaranteed leave provisions.
The ordinance created a hotel
worker minimum wage of $17.64
per hour beginning on Jan. 1, 2022.
It also created a phased approach
for minimum wage increases for
large businesses and small businesses starting on Jan. 1, 2022,
with adjustments every six months
to create consistency in the minimum wage citywide by July 1,
2023. Starting on July 1, 2023, the
citywide minimum wage for all
businesses would be $17.64 (plus
two cost of living adjustments as
part of the phased schedule for
increases).
To assist employers, employees,
and the community at large with
detailed information regarding the
Minimum Wage Ordinance, the
minimum wage website includes
required legal notices, waiver
application, frequently asked questions and resources.

and it crosses with public safety.”
While the projected cost of the
response units has yet to be finalized pending a staff report, Safriet
gave a rundown of initial projections.
“The initial cost estimates provided in the initial update were
about $1.5 million to $2 million for
the startup costs and then up $2.5
million to $4 million of annual
operating costs,” Safriet said.
The 2021-22 fiscal year budget
update will be further discussed by
the city council at the Feb. 22
meeting.
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The city of West Hollywood’s retail and hospitality industries recovered
at the end of 2021.
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The hijacker at pump #4
n Be kind to strangers,

yet cautious

BY MICHAEL KRIKORIAN
He was that guy at the Union 76
gas station on Arlington near the 10
– or anywhere in town – who washes your windows for some change.
This particular incident was June
10, 2016, and I had just watched
Muhammad Ali’s funeral and had
been moved by stories of the
champ’s kindness to strangers. So,
though I passed on the window
washing, I listened to this 70ish
guy’s “life story” while I pumped
gas. As I listened, I figured the guy
was delusional at best, borderline
demented. But he had a good imagination and was charming in a notover-the-top way. He said his name
was Jo Jo.
He weaved his tale with charisma
and the details drew me in.
When the Black Panthers were
forming in the mid-1960s on the
streets of Oakland and cell blocks
of Soledad and Folsom prisons,
they – lured by my gas station guy’s
once-19-inch biceps, 450-pound
bench press and bulging knuckles –
turned to him when fights with
Hells Angels brewed. He never
sought to join the Black Panthers,
his story went, they “drafted” him.
When Henry Kissinger wrote a
memorandum to President Nixon
on Feb. 7, 1969, about the need to
stop plane hijackings to Cuba, it
was in reference to Jo Jo – so he
said – hijacking a National Airlines

DC-8 to Cuba 10 days earlier.
When Black Panthers leader
Eldridge Cleaver was in Moscow,
Jo Jo claimed he was the main man
at his side. In North Korea? Same
thing. By then, 1970, Jo Jo was the
Deputy Minister of Defense for the
Black Panther Party, he boasted.
When the Nigerian secret police
needed someone to teach them
hand-to-hand combat and karate,
they sought Jo Jo’s expertise on
brutal street fighting. He said local
Nigerian police and the FBI finally
caught up with him when he was 56
in Lagos, Nigeria. He was 71 that
day he asked to wash my windows
at the gas station. I gave him three
bucks and went on my way.
That night, for the helluva it, I
went online to check that wild
story. Everything Jo Jo said was
true. A May 17, 2001, Los Angeles
Times article by Josh Meyer, 15
years before I was at that gas station, backed it up. Everything
added up – I did the math. Except
his name. It was Byron Booth.
A few days later I saw him again
at the gas station and said, “What’s
up, Byron?”
He smiled and said, “You
checked me out.”
We became friends. He was
homeless and living in a tent on
Washington
Boulevard
near
Crenshaw next to the Washington
Irving public library. For two, three
years, I would drop by, give him
some food and a twenty, hear stories and see how he was doing with
getting a roof. He’s retained the
toughness of his youth. If anyone

neared his tattered cardboard/shopping cart home near Crenshaw, at
any hour, Booth awoke with a
Marine Corps Ka-Bar knife in his
hand ready to cut an intruder. I
know this first-hand. He nearly
stabbed me once when I roused him
from a nap.
One time, in 2018, I went by, and
the police were cuffing him, about
to take him and I talked them out of
it, even got them to call the LAPD
senior lead officer there, Sgt. Spiro
Roditis, who vowed Byron was
OK. They let him go.
Byron was born in the southside
of Chicago where, as an 8 year old,
he was an angry youth fighting
what he called a “two-front war”
against the “white power” structure
for their treatment of Native
Americans – his grandpa was
Choctaw – and African Americans,
like all his other relatives. When
other, rambunctious neighborhood
kids threw snowballs as passing
cars, Byron threw rocks and used
his go-to line, “I’m fighting a war
on two fronts.”
His family moved to Watts and
then Compton where he maintained
his attitude. But, of all people to
make him realize he is not a racist
and had love for all, it was a white
teenage juvenile delinquent in
Compton who enlightened Byron.
Byron only knows him today by his
nickname of Pecos, a friendly, outgoing white Compton neighbor
who taught him he was not a racist,
not a white person hater. If anything, he was against, as it was
called
back
then,
“The
Establishment.”
A couple years back, before the
pandemic hit, that “establishment,”
or part of it, at least, got Byron a
roof over his head. Today, Byron is

Notable Quotes
“Optimism is a mania for saying things are well when one is in hell.”
Voltaire
1694-1778
*source: Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations

County expands
COVID-19 test kits

The Los Angeles County
Department of Health Services has
expanded its Pick-up Testing Kit
program with an additional 7,000
free COVID-19 testing kits available daily at county library sites,
including the West Hollywood
Library, 625 N. San Vicente Blvd.
The program offers a PCR test
kit, which people can use to self-test
and return for processing. The kits
are not rapid antigen tests.
Residents will be notified of their
test results within 24-48 hours.
Pick-up testing kits will be available
without an appointment until daily
supplies are exhausted.
Approximately 500 PCR test kits
will be available daily at the
libraries. Text kits are provided on a
first-come, first-served basis, limit
one kit per person or two kits per
family. People should use the kits
immediately and return them to the
site where they were picked up.
The PCR tests require individuals
to register online with a smartphone. Residents unable to self-register or self-test can schedule an
appointment at a different county
testing location.
For a full list of pick-up tlocations and COVID-19 testing sites,
visit covid19.lacounty.gov.

photo by Michael Krikorian

Byron Booth, aka Jo Jo, shared a wild story with this reporter.

not homeless. He lives in an apartment near Echo Park, thanks to the
homeless organization The People
Concerned.
We’ve maintained the friendship
over the years. I stop by and check
on him.
These days Byron lays his hopes
in the hands of a Black Panther
researcher, William Cordova, who
saw a 2016 article I wrote about
Byron and reached out to me.
Cordova had been searching for

Byron for many years. He is finishing a book which focuses on Byron
Booth. Byron will get a portion of
the proceeds.
You might have seen him, or
somebody like him, that guy at the
gas station that offers to wash your
windows. Who knows what stories
they might have? Take a lesson
from Muhammad Ali and be kind
to a stranger. They just might have
a wild story to tell that turns out
true.
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Subway work keeps rolling along in February

Metro is advising about ongoing
construction in February on the
Purple Line Extension subway project.
Work is moving forward at many
locations on the route under
Wilshire
Boulevard
from
Wilshire/Western to Westwood.
Section one of the line between
Wilshire/Western and Wilshire/La
Cienega is scheduled to open in
2024, section two through Century
City/Constellation will open in
2025, and section three through
Westwood/VA Hospital will open
in 2027, according to Metro.
On section one, work is occurring in the tunnels and at the future
Wilshire/La
Brea
and
Wilshire/Fairfax subway stations.
At Wilshire/La Brea, construction
is primarily occurring underground
and in staging yards on the north
and south sides of Wilshire
Boulevard. The work includes the
construction of appendages, which
are rooms and passageways adjacent to the main station. The work
requires intermittent lane closures
on Wilshire Boulevard between
Detroit Street and Highland Avenue
through April 4. Sycamore Avenue
will also be closed immediately
south of Wilshire Boulevard.
In the Miracle Mile, Wilshire
Boulevard has been reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
Ridgely Drive and Curson Avenue
around a K-rail work zone being
used for work in the subway tunnels. The lane reduction will be in
place for approximately two years.
Appendage room construction is
also
ongoing
at
the
Wilshire/Fairfax station, located on
the south side of Wilshire
Boulevard across the street from
the Los Angeles County Museum
of Art, and the Wilshire/La Cienega
station, located on the north side of
Wilshire Boulevard between San
Vicente and La Cienega boule-

vards. A K-rail work zone has been
implemented with corresponding
lane closures near the intersection
of Wilshire Boulevard and Fairfax
Avenue.
Work on the future Wilshire/La
Cienega station includes the construction of entrances and exits,
ventilation areas and utility rooms.
Lane reductions will be in place on
Wilshire Boulevard between La
Cienega and San Vicente boulevards. Gale Drive will be temporarily closed north of Wilshire
Boulevard through April, and south
of Wilshire Boulevard from April
through November. The next phase
of work in the area begins in
November and will require lane
closures on Wilshire Boulevard
from Le Doux Road and Tower
Drive, as well as left turn restrictions onto Hamilton Drive.
In Beverly Hills, construction is
ongoing at the Wilshire/Rodeo subway station, which is part of the
second phase of the Purple Line
Extension project. Sidewalk and
lane reductions may be necessary
around construction staging areas
near Wilshire Boulevard and
Reeves Drive.
At
the
Century
City/Constellation station, work is
occurring near Constellation
Boulevard and Avenue of the Stars.
Crews are relocating sewer and
storm drains and excavating the
future subway station. Excavation
and tunneling support is ongoing
within construction staging yards at
the site. Partial traffic lane closures
will be required on Avenue of the
Stars and Constellation Boulevard.
Work is anticipated to begin in
February to relocate a sewer and
storm drain from within the project
area, with completion anticipated in
mid-2022. Partial traffic lane closures will be required overnight on
Avenue of the Stars.
In Westwood, piling work is

City issues formal apology
to Native Americans

The Los Angeles City Council
issued a formal apology on Feb. 1
from the city of Los Angeles to
California tribal nations for centuries of mistreatment, including
violence and neglect. The move
was led by Los Angeles City
Council President Pro Tempore
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, and
specifically included an apology to
the Gabrielino/Tongva, Fernandeno
Tataviam and Ventureno-Chumash
tribal nations.
“This is an enormous milestone,”
said O’Farrell, a citizen of the
Wyandotte Nation and the first
Native American to serve on the
Los Angeles City Council. “For
over 12,000 years before first contact and colonization, there were
tens of millions of people in the
Americas. We cannot erase the past,
but we can make sure we shine a
light on the truth so we can collectively move forward into a brighter
future.”
The council resolution containing the formal apology was
approved unanimously. The apology is part of the Indigenous LAnd
Initiative, a legislative package
introduced by O’Farrell in October
to address the city’s past and transform its future policies with regards
to indigenous Native Americans. In
addition to the apology, the
Indigenous LAnd Initiative also

includes a motion to begin an effort
to update the city’s seal and flag to
include representation of local
tribes and indigenous Americans, a
process that will include public
input. The initiative also includes a
resolution calling on the federal and
state governments to rename the
Christopher
Columbus
Transcontinental Highway, which
the I-10 Freeway is called, with
acknowledgement and respect for
indigenous history.
O’Farrell has advocated for
Native Americans, many of whom
face
inequitable
disparities.
According to the Indian Health
Service, Native Americans have
significantly higher mortality rates
due to suicide, accidental injuries,
homicides and health ailments. In
2017, O’Farrell led the Los Angeles
City Council in replacing
Columbus Day with Indigenous
Peoples Day on the second Monday
of October.
“For centuries, Native American
voices were not heard,” O’Farrell
said. “Now, we are bringing critically needed visibility and taking
substantive action, propelled by our
resolve to bring equity and justice
to Native American communities
here and beyond. Los Angeles is
not just listening; Los Angeles is
leading.”
For information, visit cd13.com.

ongoing near Wilshire Boulevard
and Gayley Avenue. Crews are creating a box around the future subway station. Preliminary work is
also occurring in Westwood at the
Veterans Administration campus,
where a station at the western terminus of the Purple Line will be
located. The work incudes underground utility relocation and site
preparation.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
photo courtesy of Metro
(213)922-6934, email the project
The
tunnels
at
the
Wilshire/La
Cienega
station
are
being
prepared for the
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.
arrival of the twin tunneling machines later this year.
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Questions raised about homeless services
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The LADWP has many programs to help customers save water.

LADWP water-saving program
expands with more incentives

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
and the Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power have announced an
increase to a financial incentive program that helps multifamily, commercial and industrial building customers conserve water.
“At a time of historic drought, we
all have a role to play in conserving
water,” Garcetti said. “Through this
increased rebate, building owners
have an opportunity to not just save
money, but help our city save millions of gallons of water every year.”
The Technical Assistance Program
offers a $2 million incentive for projects to install cooling towers, recirculation systems and other large
water system technologies. In addition to the increased rebate, LADWP
has launched a free cooling tower
assessment program to help building
owners determine needs and opportunities with water conservation.
“Los Angeles uses less water
today than it did 50 years ago,
despite a population increase of over
1 million people,” said Susana
Reyes, vice president of the Board of

O’Farrell meets
residents
in Sunset and
Spaulding
squares

Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, is
holding
held
his
79th
Councilmember in Your Corner
event on Saturday, Feb. 5, from 9
a.m. to noon at 7864 Sunset Blvd.,
in the Sunset Square and Spaulding
Square neighborhoods.
Sunset Square and Spaulding
Square are neighborhoods that were
recently placed in O’Farrell’s 13th
District under the redistricting
process. Sunset Square is located
between Hollywood Boulevard,
Vista Street, Sunset Boulevard and
Fairfax Avenue. Spaulding Square’s
boundaries are Sunset Boulevard
and Stanley, Fountain and Fairfax
avenues.
O’Farrell plans to meet with new
constituents and lead a beautification project in the communities.
Representatives from city departments will provide information
about resources. The event is being
held in conjunction with the Sunset
Square and Spaulding Square neighborhood associations.
For information, visit cd13.lacity.org.

Water and Power Commissioners.
“We want to recognize what
LADWP customers have already
accomplished in terms of water conservation and energy efficiency and
to also encourage more residents and
commercial customers alike to continue taking advantage of incentive
programs LADWP has to offer.”
Since launching TAP in 1992, the
LADWP has provided $10 million in
rebates for over 1,000 projects, helping to save over 1.8 billion gallons of
water annually. The average cooling
tower project saves 1 million gallons
of water, and approximately
$12,000, per year.
For information, visit ladwp.com.

Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, introduced a
motion on Feb. 1 to improve the
delivery of health and housing services at all homeless shelters and
interim housing sites in Los Angeles,
including A Bridge Home, Tiny
Home Village and Safe Parking locations. The motion builds upon
O’Farrell’s recent work to review
and improve the delivery of health
services to people experiencing
homelessness.
“Let’s be really clear, not all of the
services that city and county residents are paying for are making it to
the people who need them the most,”
said O’Farrell, who previously called
for a full review of the city’s contractual relationship with Los Angeles
County. “The city of Los Angeles
relies entirely on the county-managed network to get critical services
and resources to the most vulnerable.
It is quite clear that, at least in my district, we are not getting the full slate
of services. We need to find out why,
and we need to do better.”
O’Farrell took steps early to
implement the A Bridge Home, Tiny
Homes and Safe Parking models.
The A Bridge Home shelter that
opened in Hollywood at 1533
Schrader Blvd. in March 2019 was
the second in the city, after a similar
site on Alameda Street near Union
Station. Since then, over 2,000 A
Bridge Home beds have been
opened citywide.
Though Los Angeles’ sixth
Homelessness Roadmap Report

For Your Valentine

photo by Edwin Folven

A Bridge Home shelter that opened in Hollywood in 2019 provides temporary housing and services aimed at getting people experiencing homeless into permanent housing.

reveals that service delivery to A
Bridge Home sites is currently guaranteed through the end of June,
recent information shows that service delivery may be lacking,
O’Farrell said. Due to the COVID19 delta and omicron variants, many
of the city’s A Bridge Home sites
were decompressed or placed under
mandatory quarantine per Los
Angeles County Public Health
Department COVID-19 protocols
and procedures. County mental
health and substance abuse services
have not been available at some sites
despite requests from service
providers for patient care, O’Farrell
said.

The city of Los Angeles does not
have a health department, and since
1964 has relied exclusively on Los
Angeles County for the delivery of
public health services, including
mental health and substance abuse
services. In October 2020, the Los
Angeles City Council adopted
O’Farrell’s motion calling for a
review of the city/county public
health contract dating back to 1964,
as well as county public and mental
health departments and agencies.
The review confirmed that there is no
clear method for the city to evaluate
if the county’s service delivery is
effective, O’Farrell added.
For information, visit CD13.com.

Lunar New Year 2022!

Celebrate the Year of the Tiger!

Filet Mignon

We Carry
USDA Prime Dry Aged Beef
• Tomahawk
• Bone-in Ribeye
• Porterhouse
• T-Bone
• Bone-in New York
• Bone-in Ribeye

Get all your party supplies here!

SUPERBOWL
FEB 13!!!
Stock up on party goods now!

™ Valentine’s Day! ™

Balloons, banners, party favors, paper goods,
wrapping, bows, and sweets for your sweet!
10% off all merchandise
in the storewith this coupon!

discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

At the Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St. • #350 • (323) 938-5383

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox) • (323)467-7124
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Solis appointed to Kennedy Center’s board

President Joe Biden has appointed Los Angeles County Supervisor
Hilda L. Solis, 1st District, to the
Board of Trustees at the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts.
The Kennedy Center, a living
memorial to President John F.
Kennedy, is considered the national
cultural center. It hosts world-class
performing arts that are made available to the broadest possible con-

stituencies. As an agency, it delivers
arts education opportunities nationwide.
Solis is Biden’s first Kennedy
Center appointment, a recognition
of her longstanding advocacy for
underserved communities and people of color. Solis has fought for
equitable resources in many sectors
including environmental justice,
community building, public safety,
housing, workforce development,

Bloom drops bid for county supervisor

Assemblyman Richard Bloom
(D-Santa Monica) has suspended
his campaign for the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors 3rd
District, and will not appear on the
June primary ballot.
“After a great deal of thought
and discussion with my family
and advisors, I have decided to
end my campaign for supervisor
and focus on serving my constituents for the remainder of my
final term in the state Assembly,”
Bloom said in a statement. “I am
very proud of the campaign we
ran, and I am grateful to everyone
who helped to build it. I believe
that the future of Los Angeles
County is bright, and that our
communities can and will solve
the challenges we face. I am as
committed as ever to working for
that future, but I am going to take
some time to decide how I can
best be of service."
Since 2012, Bloom has represented the 50th Assembly District,
which includes Beverly Hills,

arts and culture.
She co-authored a resolution that
directed the Los Angeles County
Department of Arts and Culture to
release its 2017 Cultural Equity and
Inclusion Initiative, which established strategies for ensuring L.A.
County residents have equitable
access to arts and culture, and
increased inclusion in the arts in
every community. CEII ensures that
everyone can participate in benefits
provided by the arts such as personal and community resiliency, positive education outcomes and career
opportunities in the creative economy. The Kennedy Center accomplishes the same work on a national
level, fostering anti-racism initiatives in the performing arts and
social impact initiatives.
“I am deeply honored to be
President Biden’s first appointment
to the Kennedy Center at a critical
time where arts education is essential
to building vibrant and thriving com-

munities,” Solis said. “The Kennedy
Center enriches the lives of
Americans across the nation and I
am humbled to join in the mission of
the board of trustees to inspire and
enrich communities through art. My
work to develop and advance Los
Angeles County’s Cultural Equity
and Inclusion Initiative over the
years is a testament to my commitment to ensuring all Angelenos,
regardless of where they live, have
access to the arts. I look forward to
uplifting this work at the national
level so that Americans across our
country can benefit from increased
equity and access.”
“We are delighted to welcome
Supervisor Solis to the Kennedy
Center family. Her time spent in
Washington, D.C., and her leadership in Los Angeles County supporting arts communities and arts
education, are important assets as
we expand our reach and advance
our work in the Washington, D.C.area and across the country,” said
Deborah Rutter, president of the
John F. Kennedy Center for the

photo courtesy of Supervisor Hilda Solis’ office

Los Angeles County Supervisor

Performing Arts. “Supervisor Solis’
commitment to anti-racism and
diversity, equity and inclusion are
in perfect alignment with the
Kennedy Center’s mission and we
look forward to working with her in
the years to come.”
For information, visit lacountyarts.org and hildalsolis.org.

Join the Miracle Mile Chamber for monthly lunch meeting
photo courtesy of Assemblyman Bloom office

Assemblyman Richard Bloom

West Hollywood, West Los
Angeles, Santa Monica, Malibu
and Agoura Hills.
Other candidates running for the
Board of Supervisors 3rd District
office include West Hollywood
City Councilwoman Lindsey
Horvath, and California Sens.
Robert Hertzberg and Henry Stern.

The Greater Miracle Mile
Chamber of Commerce is holding
its monthly luncheon meeting on
Thursday, Feb. 10, at 11:30 a.m.,
via Zoom.
Tyler
Griffin,
of
L.A.
Sanitation and Environment, will
make a presentation on how the
city is addressing California
Senate Bill 1383, a new statewide
law on organic food waste recycling. SB 1383 required cities to
conduct education and outreach

on organic recycling with all residents, businesses, waste haulers,
solid waste facilities, food banks
and food recovery organizations.
Information on the law is
available
by
visiting
calrecycle.ca.gov/organics
/slcp/education.
People can email questions about
SB 1383, recycling and composting to tyler.griffin@lacity.org, and
Griffin will answer them at the
meeting.

A round table discussion with
members and a raffle is also included. Those wishing to promote to
promote a business during the
meeting and donate to the raffle
should email Chris Devlin at
info@miraclemilechamber.org.
The register for the
meeting, visit us02web.zoom.us/j/
82547129161 and use the meeting
ID: 825 4712 9161.
For information, visit miraclemilechamber.org.

A Romantic Valentine’s Affair!
Served All Day Thurday, Feb. 10 through Monday, Feb. 14

Choice of:
Wild “Love” Salad of mixed greens,
cranberries, sugared walnuts drizzled with
Pomegranate Vinaigrette
OR
Soup du Jour
™™™™™
A Duo of Petit Steak &
Orange Glazed Salmon
served with Baked Potato & Vegetables
™™™™™
Slice of Du-par’s Love Pie
™™™™™

Pre-Order Your
Love Me Tender Dinners
& Whole Love Pies today!

Open M-F 6:30 am - 7:30 pm
Sat & Sun 6am - 7:30 pm
Order Direct or from
Chow Now • Postmates
DoorDash • Uber Eats

™ Valentine’s Dinner $29.95
Dinner for 2 $49.95 ™
includes surprise Rose!
Child’s Plate $17.95
(choice of chicken strips, ﬁsh or steak,
sides not included)

Patio & Indoor
Dining Open

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 frances@dupars-psr.com

Follow Us!
@duparsfm
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Rodeo Drive welcomes visitors to
the luxury shopping destination
Rodeo Drive is kicking off 2022
with luxury retail sales and doubledigit growth as fashion intersects
with sports and art in Beverly Hills.
The iconic fashion thoroughfare
welcomes visitors from around the
world for Super Bowl LVI and the
highly-anticipated Frieze Week,
which will take place for the first
time in Beverly Hills from Feb. 1720. In celebration of the worldclass events, as well as the Year of
the Tiger and Valentine’s Day,
newly-opened boutiques, exclusive
pop-ups, artist and brand collaborations, fine dining and special hotel
offerings are available in February.
“Rodeo Drive is bustling and
we’re embracing 2022 with optimism and confidence,” Rodeo
Drive Committee President Kathy
Gohari said. “Rodeo Drive is the
world’s most iconic, luxury fashion

destination and we welcome the
return of local and international visitors to a safe, healthy and one-of-akind experience along our palmdotted street. It’s truly the street of
dreams – with more than 100 of the
most desirable, vibrant and forward-thinking brands, exclusive
pop-ups, legendary art, architecture
and hospitality, and the unique conditions and allure that only Beverly
Hills and the California climate can
offer year-round.”
The convergence of fashion and
sports has created a platform for
sports figures to express themselves as leading voices in sociopolitical and cultural conversations,
and is a force for leading fashion
brands. The Super Bowl has drawn
fashion houses around the world
and on Rodeo Drive to dress halftime show performers and create

Chamber promotes
sponsorship opportunities

The Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce invites business owners
to consider sponsoring two large
upcoming events in Beverly Hills.
The events provide a platform for
businesses to be seen by industry
leaders, influential community
members and elected officials.
Sponsorship opportunities are limited and offered on a first come,
first served basis.
The State of Luxury Power Panel
presented by Lamborghini Beverly
Hills will be hosted from noon to 2
p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 23, at the
L’Ermitage Beverly Hills. The
panel discussion will feature luxury-sector leaders discussing the latest trends in the industry.
Emmy award-winning news producer Ann Shatilla will moderate
and provide practical information

for all businesses to implement
immediately. Beverly Hills Police
Chief Mark Stainbrook, Fire Chief
Greg Barton and Todd-Avery
Lenahan, president and creative
officer of Wynn Design and
Development of Wynn Resorts,
will be panelists.
Innovate Beverly Hills presented
by Bentley Beverly Hills will be
hosted from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 6, at the Wallis
Annenberg Center for Performing
Arts. Kicked off with a pre-event
reception, the event convenes forward-thinkers from across sectors
to discuss the innovations shaping
their industries. The event will conclude with an elegant reception.
For information, call (310)2481000
or
visit
beverlyhillschamber.com.

Demonstration garden hosts
winter classes at Greystone

The Greystone Demonstration
Garden, located in the southwest
corner of Greystone Park, has
announced its garden classes as part
of its winter 2022 schedule. Garden
instructor George Pessin will be
teaching the in-person, outdoor
classes at the park.
People have been preserving
food for more than 10,000 years.
See what all the fuss has been about
in an “Introduction to Food
Preservation.” Four basic methods
will be discussed: drying, freezing,
fermentation and canning.

exclusive custom items for the
game, among them Celine, Dior
and Versace. MCM, whose Rodeo
Drive boutique will feature the new
Mena capsule collection of handbags, is presenting a celebrity-studded pregame evening with performances by The Kid LAROI,
Kascade, Iann Dior, Tinashe, Lil
Jon and house DJ Brody Jenner at
the MCM x Rolling Stone Live Big
Game Experience.
For Frieze Week attendees in
Beverly Hills, Rodeo Drive is the
go-to high fashion shopping stop.
The 14-foot sculpture “Torso,” by
artist Robert Graham, is a landmark
at the intersection of Rodeo Drive
and Dayton Way. Carved from
solid aluminum blocks and mounted on a bronze pedestal, the work
was commissioned by the Rodeo
Drive Committee and donated to
the city of Beverly Hills in 2003 as
the centerpiece for the Rodeo Drive
Walk of Style, which honors
Giorgio
Armani,
Valentino
Garavani and Rodeo Drive
“Godfather” Fred Hayman, among
others, for their contributions to
fashion and design.
At Saint Laurent, an exhibition
titled “55 Sunrises” by Japanese
artist Sho Shibuya is part of a commission by creative director
Anthony Vaccarello. Shibuya’s 55
paintings are on display in Saint
Laurent Rive Droite stores, and 28
of the artworks are unique to the
Rodeo Drive store, where they are
offered for sale through Feb. 16.
At Fendi, a pop-up installation
takes its cues from the spring and
summer 2022 collection. The
rooftop of FENDI HQ, Palazzo
della Civilta Italiana, was transformed into a catwalk. Open daily
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. through Feb.
27, the Rodeo Drive pop-up features the latest arrivals for men set

photo by Brica Wilcox

Artist Robert Graham’s “Torso” is a Rodeo Drive landmark.

against a colorful backdrop.
The Hacker Project, a Balenciaga
and Gucci collaboration created by
Balenciaga’s creative director,
Demna Gvasalia, and Gucci’s
Alessandro Michele, poses questions about authenticity and appropriation. Pieces emblazoned with
the names of the fashion brands are
available at both Rodeo Drive boutiques.
Shinobi Menswear, a new store
located at Two Rodeo Drive, was
originally conceived in Kyoto,
Japan, as a fabricator of handmade
shoes. The brand now features elegant menswear with a unique
twist.
Plans also call for a new threestory Dior boutique with a restaurant, outdoor dining and courtyards
on every level in place of the
Parisian fashion and luxury house’s

ORDER NOW FOR

Valentine’ sDay

The class will be held from 10 to
11:30 a.m. on Feb. 27.
In “Seed Saving, Propagation
and Cloning,” participants will
learn the best practices to create and
save their own heirloom varieties or
collect new additions from friends
and neighbors.
The cost for each class is $15 per
person or $12 for residents of
Beverly Hills. Greystone Park is
located at 905 Loma Vista Drive,
Beverly Hills.
To
register,
visit
beverlyhills.org/gardening.

Call (818)359-8239
photo by George Pessin

Cayenne peppers grown at the Greystone Demonstration Garden are
used to make a homemade hot pepper sauce.

existing men’s store at 319 N.
Rodeo Drive.
For Valentine’s Day, enjoy an
exclusive Beverly Wilshire signature facial or body treatment at the
Beverly Wilshire Spa, and give
David Yurman pendants and necklaces to a loved one. Reserve
Valentine’s Day dinner on the terrace at 208 Restaurant, where a
four-course menu will include walnut pesto palmier amuse-bouche,
Kushi oysters, a special tomahawk
steak for two and decadent opera
cake for dessert.
Those not yet ready to travel and
explore Rodeo Drive in person can
also step into a digital reality with
the new third season of “Rodeo
Drive -The Podcast,” set to launch
in March.
For information, visit rodeodrive-bh.com.

for appt. and orders
831 Foothill Blvd. , La Canada
bloomsbyemilyjilgco.com • emilyjilgco.com
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Cedars-Sinai marks milestone
with organ transplants

Amid the uncertainty of the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the
Cedars-Sinai
Comprehensive
Transplant Center and Smidt Heart
Institute completed 573 organ
transplants in 2021, surpassing the
529 transplants in 2020 and setting
a new record for the medical center.
“These increased volumes are a
reflection of our teamwork, our
commitment to our patients and the
generosity of the organ donors and
donor families,” said Dr. Irene Kim,
director of the Comprehensive
Transplant Center and associate
professor of surgery. “It is such a
privilege to care for transplant
patients, who get more time with
their families and the opportunity of
a better quality of life.”
The
Cedars-Sinai
Lung
Transplant Program, led by Dr.
Joanna Chikwe, chair of the
Department of Cardiac Surgery in

the Smidt Heart Institute, demonstrated the largest advancement by
performing three times more lung
transplants in 2021 than in 2020.
The lung transplants also included
many first-time advancements,
including minimally invasive double
lung transplants that employed a new
surgical technique developed at the
Smidt Heart Institute. Cedars-Sinai
also performed its first lung transplant necessitated by COVID-19.
An analysis of the transplants,
and information on the COVID-19
lung transplant, was recently published in the New England Journal
of Medicine.
“Expanding our lung transplant
program has a direct impact on our
patients,” said Dr. Reinaldo
Rampolla, medical director of the
hospital’s
Lung
Transplant
Program, who oversees all lung
transplant patients pre- and post-
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Cedars-Sinai Medical Center completed a record number of organ transplants in 2021.

operation. “The more we have to
offer our patients, including treatment options, research advances
and surgical procedures, the more
we can get patients back to their
everyday lives.”
Cedars-Sinai surgeons, under the
leadership of Dr. Nicholas Nissen,
director of Hepatobiliary and
Pancreatic Surgery, and Dr.
Alexander Kuo, professor of
Medicine and medical director of
the Liver Transplant Program, performed 113 liver transplants, surpassing the record of 112 in 2018.
Surgeons also completed 269 kidney transplants and 11 dual kidney/pancreas transplants, along
with two pancreas transplants.
Over the past five years combined, the Smidt Heart Institute has
completed 602 heart transplants,
more than any other U.S. medical
center.
“Although the COVID-19 pandemic has challenged the healthcare system and patient lives, we
have continued progressing our
Heart Transplant Program and its
nationally-recognized capabilities,”
said Chikwe, the Irina and George
Schaeffer Distinguished Chair in
Cardiac Surgery and professor of
cardiac surgery at Cedars-Sinai.
Hospital administrators said the
accomplishments were made possible by multidisciplinary teams of
physicians, nurses, social workers,
pharmacists, physician assistants,
dietitians, technicians, perfusionists, researchers and many others.
“We could not do this work without the contribution of every individual on the transplant team,” Kim
said. “I am grateful for the dedication of our staff every single day.”
For information, visit cedarssinai.org.

CHLA receives COVID-19 study funding

During the latest stage in the
COVID-19 pandemic, more children
became seriously ill and some are
experiencing symptoms lasting from
one to several months, according to
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
researchers.
The condition is referred to by various names, including long COVID,
chronic COVID or scientifically, as
post-acute sequalae of SARS-CoV-2
or PASC. Currently, most information about the long-term effects of
COVID-19 is based on the experience of adult patients.
Now, a team of experts at CHLA
has received $8.3 million from the
National Institutes of Health to study
long-term effects of COVID-19 in
children and young adults in order to
determine the most effective ways to
treat the serious consequences of the
condition.
CHLA is one of more than 30 institutions across the U.S. that will enroll
tens of thousands of individuals in a
national study called RECOVER
(Researching COVID to Enhance
Recovery) to understand the mystery
surrounding the aftereffects of

COVID-19 infection.
The study will enroll adults, as
well as pregnant women and children. CHLA will be one of several
pediatric hospitals aiming to enroll
20,000 children and young adults
under the age of 25, including people
with long-term effects of COVID,
people who recovered completely
from COVID-19 and people who
never had COVID-19.
Parents or caregivers will also be
recruited
whenever
possible.
RECOVER aims to develop a
diverse population for a harmonized
study of truly national scale that can
be used by researchers to rapidly
understand, treat and prevent longterm effects of COVID-19.
“We estimate that 5 to 15% of
youth infected with SARS-CoV-2
develop long COVID. Given the
population of Los Angeles, that is a
lot of young people who will be
affected,” CHLA principal investigator David Warburton said. “With this
study, our objective is to learn more
about the progression of this condition, how to treat it and, most importantly, how to prevent it.”

Letters to the Editor
Kudos for Massry Prize article
Mr. [Murray] Pepper [wants to] thank you on behalf of himself and
Dr. Massry for the interesting article about the Massry Prize.
So glad you followed up on this. Carlos [De Loera], thank you for
your efforts in putting this together.
Michelle Marquit
assistant to Murray Pepper
president
Home Silk Shop, Inc.
Beverly Hills

Experts are concerned that long
COVID has the potential to cause a
future public health crisis due to
symptoms that persist for months
after the initial illness or that may
arise later. Headaches, fatigue, difficulty concentrating or brain fog,
shortness of breath, palpitations,
changes in heart rate and sleep disorders are some of the lasting effects of
COVID-19 experienced by children
and young adults who may have had
only a mild case or even been
asymptomatic from COVID-19.
Given the range of symptoms that
affect multiple body systems in people who have had COVID-19, rapid
screening evaluations of the heart,
lung, liver and kidney will be performed during short visits over a 4year period.
More extensive testing is planned
in a smaller subset of participants.
The study aims to provide insights
into the true prevalence of the disorder in children as well as to study risk
factors, other underlying causes, outcomes, optimal treatments and prevention techniques.
The study also will focus on two
other post-COVID/PASC conditions— multisystem inflammatory
syndrome in children and COVID
vaccine-associated myocarditis. A
total of 800 individuals with MIS-C
and 200 participants with COVID
vaccine-associated myocarditis will
be enrolled nationally.
Because the symptoms of long
COVID are similar to those of other
conditions, it can go undiagnosed.
Parents may conclude that their child
is lethargic or finding it difficult to
focus because of the time spent away
from school and friends during the
shutdown.
For
information,
visit
chla.org/RecoverStudy.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

652 N. HUNTLEY DRIVE,
West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

Request for a tentative parcel
map for the subdivision of an
approved two-story, three-unit
multi-family residential building
into a common interest development.

PERMIT(S):

Subdivision Permit, and any
other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

DHS & Associates, Inc., Steve
Nazemi

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, February 17, 2022 at
6:30 p.m.
This meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed
instructions for participation included on the posted agenda).

ZONES:

R2 (Residential, Low Density)

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) Regulations pursuant to
Section §15332 (In-Fill Development Projects)
CITY HALL is accessible by appointment only. The
staff report will be available on Thursday, February 10,
2022 at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be
limited to raising only those issues you or someone
else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the
West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior
to, the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this
meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you
must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office
of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours
prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to express their opinion in
this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND
WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY OF THE AGENDA
AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Laurie Yelton, Associate Planner in the Planning & Development
Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email
at: lyelton@weho.org
Melissa Crowder,
City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните:
323-848-6826.
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

Comedy at Mama
Shelter L.A.

C

an’t Even Comedy hosts free
shows featuring up-and-coming comedians and well-known
headliners every Tuesday and
Thursday at Mama Shelter Los
Angeles. On Feb. 3, at 6 p.m., DJ
Kay Cali will play music before the
All Ladies Comedy Show at 7 p.m.
Created by husband-and-wife
Maxwell and Caitlin Benson, the
comedy show is hosted by Caitlin
Benson and features Fatimah
Taliah, Emily Browning, Katie
Novotny and a surprise guest.
Tickets to the show are free, but
reservations are required by visiting
eventbrite.com. On Super Bowl
Sunday, Mama Shelter will show
the game on its 10 downstairs TVs
as well as a large screen on the
rooftop. Special Los Angeles Rams
and Cincinnati Bengals-themed
dishes will be offered. 6500 Selma
Ave., (323)785-6600.

Joe’s Pizza on
National Pizza Day

O

n Sunday, Feb. 9, the first 100
people will get a free slice of
pizza at each Joe’s Pizza restaurant.
Show you follow @JoesPizzaLA
on Instagram and mention “I Love
Joe’s” when paying. For the big
game, order pizza, pasta, salads,
calzones, hero sandwiches and garlic knots for at-home viewing parties. On Valentine’s Day, Joe’s
Pizza will offer heart-shaped pizzas. Pre-order by visiting joespizzala.com. 8539 Sunset Blvd.,
(310)358-0900; 6504 Hollywood
Blvd., (323)467-9500; 9527 S.
Santa Monica Blvd., (310)2853995; and 5504 W. Pico Blvd.,
(323)987-5959.

Dino’s Famous
Chicken Super Bowl

F

or the first time in over 50 years,
Dino’s Famous Chicken is
preparing Super Bowl party packs
for takeout or delivery on Super
Bowl Sunday. The packs include
six of Dino’s OG charbroiled half
chickens with coleslaw and tortillas, and a choice of two sides
including fries, rice or beans. The
party packs serve eight to 10 people
and are $72.99. A 12-piece bucket
of Dino’s wings is $16.99, and a 24piece bucket is $30. The wings are
marinated and tossed in Dino’s
famous sauce or can be ordered
plain with a choice of sauce on the
side. Pre-order by phone or in person. The specials will also be available online via delivery platforms
on Super Bowl Sunday. 2575 W.
Pico Blvd., (213)380-3554.

Game day at The
Godfrey Hotel

T

he largest rooftop venue in
Hollywood, I|O Rooftop, is
serving game day specials for the
Super Bowl at The Godfrey Hotel.

For Lunar New Year
and Superbowl!

Check out these GR8T Deals!

Marinated Chicken Wings
$488 per lb.
Gourmet Burger Blend $8 /lb.
with this ad • exp. 2/9/2022
6333 W. Third St.
In The Original
Farmers Market

323.938.5131

marcondas.com

Watch the game on a 70-foot-tall
projection screen in the hotel’s interior courtyard. Order from the full
sushi menu plus game day specials
that include Buffalo chicken wings
with BLiS Blast hot sauce, ranch
dressing and celery; sesame garlic
chicken wings; Chicago-style hot
dogs; beer brats; New Zealand lamb
lollipops with berry gastrique; baby
back ribs; and wagyu burgers. 1400
Cahuenga Blvd., (323)762-1000.

photo courtesy of Madre

Madre family pack
for Super Bowl
Sunday

M

adre is offering family packs
for four to take home for
Super Bowl. The $115 package
includes tacos, margaritas, aguas

frescas and more. Orders can be
placed by phone or Tock. 801 N.
Fairfax Ave. #101, (323)850-8518;
10426 National Blvd., (310)5594732.

Hermanito all-youcan-eat Super Bowl

W

atch the game at Hermanito
while enjoying street tacos,
guacamole and chips, birria nachos
and ceviche, for $45 per person.
Choose from veggie, al pastor and
Baja fish tacos. Drink specials
include
boilermakers
with
American whiskey and Seafarer
Kolsch for $14, and bourbon old
fashioneds for $16. 2024 Sawtelle
Blvd., (424)465-9029.

ShoresLAX Super
Bowl viewing party

C

ome for the game and stay for
the views at the new rooftop
restaurant, ShoresLAX. A special
tailgate-inspired menu will be
served all week through Super
Bowl Sunday. The menu features
game day bites and craft cocktails.
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W. Century Blvd., (310)258-9000.

Super Bowl fun at
Hangar 18 Bar + Grill

L

ocated atthe Los Angeles
Airport Marriott, Hangar 18
Bar + Grill is preparing exclusive
cocktails for guests watching the
big game on its many screens. Los
Angeles Rams and Cincinnati
Bengals-themed cocktails will be
offered, as well as locally crafted
beers on draft and an elevated
sports bar food menu. Highlights
include pork belly pub fries, crispy
zucchini wings, tempura avocado
and game day chips and salsa. 5855
W. Century Blvd., (310)293-5471.

Chicken tenders at
Urban Plates

T

he chef-driven, fast-casual
restaurant is having a Super
Bowl kick-off party on Sunday,
Feb. 13. The kitchen is preparing
chicken tender plates with two
sides for $14.95, a six-tender feast
for $23.95 and a 12-tender feast for
$42.95. The hand-tossed buttermilk
battered chicken tenders come in

classic crispy or Nashville hot, with
two house-made dipping sauces
and grilled artisan bread. 12746-3
Jefferson Blvd., (424)256-7274.

Caravan Swim Club
Super Bowl fun

O

n Sunday, Feb. 13, Hotel
June’s Caravan Swim Club is
offering L.A.-style street dogs for
$14, and buckets of beers for $39.
Celebrate during a Super Bowl
viewing party on the expansive outdoor patio. Chef Angie Lee is serving a weekend brunch menu with
signature dishes such as cauliflower
nachos, breakfast tacos and horchata French toast. Weekend brunch is
served from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
Super Bowl specials will be available from 11 a.m. to closing.
Reservations are available on
OpenTable. 8639 Lincoln Blvd.,
(310)645-0400.

Un’Sweet Wine for
Super Bowl Sunday

W

ine lovers can enjoy easydrinking,
low
calorie

Un’Sweet cabernet sauvignon while
watching the game on Super Bowl
Sunday. The wine has no added
sugar and offers red berry tasting
notes. Un’Sweet also makes an easydrinking pinot grigio with no added
sugar. It offers a fresh fruity taste
with a hint of pear, honeysuckle and
fig, and is smooth and crisp when
served chilled. Purchase online for
delivery. unsweetwine.com.

Ike’s Love &
Sandwiches opens
in Hollywood

I

ke’s Love & Sandwiches will
hold a grand opening for its first
location in Hollywood on
Wednesday, Feb. 9. The first 50
guests in line at 10 a.m. will receive
a free sandwich and Ike’s
Hollywood T-shirt. Founder Ike
Shehadeh will greet customers at
the new restaurant on Vine Street
between Sunset and Hollywood
boulevards. Sandwiches will be
priced at $6 on the special day, limit
two per customer. Every Ike’s location offers sandwiches named after
local icons. The Vine Street location offers the Hollywood (roast

Angelini Osteria

O

rder large trays and whole portions of Angelini’s signature dishes
for the Super Bowl, available for pick-up on Feb. 12 and Feb. 13,
from noon to 8 p.m. Dine inside on Valentine’s Day and enjoy a threecourse dinner for $115 per person, or take home a four-course, prix-fixe
dinner for $95 per person. The full a la carte takeout menu is available
from 11a.m. to 8 p.m. 7313-7321 Beverly Blvd. angelinirestaurantgroup.com.

beef, turkey, Ike’s sweet sticky
BBQ sauce and cheddar cheese)
and the Oz (vegan steak, Ike’s
sweet sticky BBQ sauce and cheddar cheese). All Ike’s sandwiches

include lettuce, tomato and signature Dirty Sauce. Red onions, pickles, banana peppers and jalapenos
are free upon request. 1517 Vine
St., Unit 107. Ikessandwich.com.

SUPER BOWL
Steaks • Chops
Ribs • Kabobs

Tailgate
Time!

USDA Prime Dry Aged Beef
• Tomahawk
• Bone-in Ribeye
• Porterhouse

• T-Bone
• Bone-in New York
• Bone-in Ribeye

Course Ground Beef
for a SuperBowl of
Chili!

At the Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St. • #350 • (323) 938-5383

English Pub Fare
Full Bar
Beer on Tap

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax

MARKETTAVERNLA.COM
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Jan. 20 and Jan. 29. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Santa Monica at 2:30 a.m.
At 5:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7500
block of Fountain.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8400 block of
Sunset at 10 p.m.

Los Angeles Police
Department
Jan. 20

Beverly Hills Police
Department
Jan. 23
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
Peck at 4:39 a.m.
At 3:01 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of N. Canon.

Jan. 25
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 200 block of
Stanley at 3:10 p.m.
At 3:16 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 400
block of N. Rodeo.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of N.
Almont at 6 p.m.

Jan. 26
At 10:10 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
200 block of S. Beverly.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 9400 block of
Gregory at 1 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Charleville and
Reeves.

cle parked in the 8900 block of
Santa Monica at 3 a.m.
At 6:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1200
block of Orange Grove.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Huntley and
Melrose at 12:10 p.m.
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
1100 block of Orange Grove.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8800 block of
Santa Monica at midnight.

Jan. 24
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 1100 block of Ogden at 4 p.m.
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8800 block of Cynthia.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 800 block of
Larrabee at 10 p.m.
At midnight, an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
800 block of San Vicente.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8300 block of
Sunset at midnight.

Jan. 25

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
Smithwood at 11:08 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
N. Hayworth at 3 p.m.

Jan. 27

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
800 block of Melrose.

At 2:08 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Robertson and Wilshire.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 700 block of Trenton
at 8:45 a.m.
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 900
block of Beverly Drive.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 400 block of N.
Rodeo at 3:49 p.m.

Jan. 28
At 8:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 700 block
of Trenton.
A vandalism incident was reported
in the 500 block of N. Foothill at
noon.
At 12:50 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
300 block of N. Canon.

Jan. 29
At 10:48 a.m., a suspect was
arrested on suspicion of driving
under the influence of alcohol or
drugs near the corner of Beverly
Drive and Park Way.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
Jan. 23
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
N. Sierra Bonita at 8 p.m.

Jan. 26
At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8400 lock of Sunset at
noon.
At 12:15 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 7300
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 800 block of
Huntley at 11 p.m.

Jan. 27
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
900 block of Palm.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 900 block of
N. Palm at 8:30 p.m. Another vehicle burglary was reported in the
same area at 8:30 p.m.

Jan. 28
At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.

Jan. 29
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8800 block of

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1800 block of N.
Cahuenga at 1 a.m.

committed a burglary in the 1600
block of N. Highland.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6200 block of
Hollywood at 6 a.m.
At 11 a.m., a suspect assaulted a
victim during a domestic violence
incident in the 1700 block of N. Las
Palmas.
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 1200 block of N. Sycamore at
1 p.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6000 block of Lindenhurst.

At 3:38 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 1600 block of
N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 500 block of
S. Orange Grove at 3 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Selma and Ivar at 9:30 a.m.

At 6:07 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 7300
block of Melrose.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7900
block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7000 block of
Franklin at 6:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8300 block of
Beverly at 6 p.m.

At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6700
block of Santa Monica.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1300
block of N. Citrus. Another burglary was reported in the same
area at 11:40 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
S. Corning at 7:30 p.m.

Jan. 21

At 9:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 8400
block of Beverly.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of La
Cienega and Melrose at 5 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of
Hollywood and Wilcox at 11:35
p.m.

At 6:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
in the 8400 block of Third.

Jan. 24

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Third and
Mansfield at 8 p.m.

At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 300 block of S. Saint
Andrews,

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8100 block of Third.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1600 block of
Franklin at 8 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of S.
Swall at 11:30 p.m.

At 9:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7400 block of Franklin.

Jan. 22

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
S. Gramercy at 2 p.m.

At 12:10 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim near the
corner of Wilshire and Dunsmuir.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6100 block of
Hollywood at 10 a.m.
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1000
block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7300 block of Sunset
at 11:15 a.m.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 900
block of S. Sherbourne.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of N.
Western at 7 p.m.
At 11:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
1300 block of N. Fuller.

Jan. 25

At 1:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Sixth and Fairfax.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Mansfield
and Lexington at 6 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Fuller and Sunset at 1:40 p.m.

At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1100 block of N. Wetherly.

At 8:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of La Brea and Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of N.
Irving at 8:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Sunset and Wilcox at 10:30 p.m.

At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6500
block of Lindenhurst.

Jan. 23

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 7500 block of
Melrose at 2:50 p.m.

At 2:35 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6500
block of Yucca.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
S. Burnside at 3:30 a.m.
At 3:45 a.m., an unknown suspect

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1200 block of N. McCadden.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 900 block of
Schumacher at 4 p.m.

At 5:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6800 block
of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Melrose and Crescent Heights at
7:45 p.m.
At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of S. Burnside.

Jan. 26
At 2:10 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1100
block of N. McCadden.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 900 block of N.
La Brea at 9:30 a.m.
At 7:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
2100 block of N. Highland.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5400 block of
Romaine at 7:31 a.m.
At noon, an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked in the
100 block of S. Vista.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of La Brea
and First at 11 p.m.
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L.A. chamber honors business leaders Celebrate the Year of the Tiger at Farmers Market

The Los Angeles Area Chamber
of Commerce on Jan. 27 celebrated
its 134th annual Inaugural Dinner,
highlighting the leadership and
optimism for the region. The theme
was
“Resilience.
Growth.
Transformation.”
Kaiser Permanente received the
Corporate Leadership Award, which
is given annually to an organization
that demonstrates leadership in the
long-term economic growth and
prosperity of the Los Angeles
region. Kaiser Permanente received
the honor for keeping communities
healthy and employed during the
pandemic, saving lives and livelihoods, all while continuing in its
commitment to support the small
business community.
MLK
Community
Health
Foundation founder and vice chair
Linda Griego received the Civic
Medal of Honor, which is presented
in recognition of continuous, extraordinary non-elective service.
The chamber gave Kroenke
Sports and Entertainment owner E.
Stanley Kroenke the Distinguished
Business Leader Award, which honors an individual who demonstrates

extraordinary success in business
and a commitment to the greater
community. Kroenke received the
award for his work in making Los
Angeles a global sports and entertainment destination.
“We are ready to move beyond
the pandemic and continue our work
to ensure that economic recovery
can restore hope and be within reach
for all in our community,” L.A. Area
Chamber President and CEO Maria
Salinas said. “With an equitable
economic recovery, the region can
celebrate success. … We know,
through collaboration between business, government and community,
there is hope for a brighter future.”
The event also highlighted the
passing of the gavel from 2021
board chair Raul A. Anaya to the
2022 board chair, Mark Louchheim,
chairman and CEO of Bobrick
Washroom Equipment Inc.
Louchheim is currently serving
on the board of directors of the
United Way of Greater Los
Angeles. He also serves on the
executive committee of the Wallis
Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts.

The Original Farmers Market,
corner of Third and Fairfax, is celebrating Lunar New Year with
Lucky 8 specials and a commemorative Year of the Tiger chalk art
illustration.
Through Tuesday, Feb. 8, more
than 20 Farmers Market merchants
will offer signature products and
meals with special Lucky 8 pricing.
China Depot is serving orange
chicken bowls with steamed rice
for $8.88. Marconda’s Meat is
offering specials like marinated
chicken wings for $4.88 per
pound. Quench your thirst with a
glass of Full Circle Brewing
Company’s Pie of the Tiger,
Apricot Pie and Sour Ale for $8 at
Market Tavern. For those craving
something sweet, Local Ice is
offering ice cream pints for $8.88,
including matcha green tea flavored ice cream.
On Friday, Feb. 4, the market
will welcome artist Jennifer
Ripassa, who will create a Lunar
New Year chalk art illustration on
the plaza. To celebrate Lunar New
Year, she will draw a tiger with the
iconic Farmers Market clock tower

photo courtesy of the Original Farmers Market

The Original Farmers Market is celebrating the Lunar New Year with
Lucky 8 specials, traditional decorations and a chalk art drawing near
the clock tower.

in the background. The illustration
will be located outside the
Market’s entrance at Gate 1 and
will be available for viewing for
approximately 10 days, weather

Superbowl Appetizer Platters

Chicken Wings

24 - $45 36 - $65 48 - $85
Individual Plate $14.95

GO
RAMS!

Mac N’ Cheese Casserole
$40 serves 6

ORDER NOW FOR YOUR
SUPERBOWL PARTY!
OPEN 6:30AM- 7:30PM
6AM ON SAT & SUN

Onion Rings & Fries
French Dip Sliders
with fries $40

6333 W. 3rd St.
at the Farmers Market

permitting.
The Original Farmers Market is
located at 6333 W. Third St. For
information, visit farmersmarketla.com.

(323) 933-8446
(323) 933-8447

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

Order Direct or from
Chow Now • Postmates
DoorDash • Uber Eats

$11.95

add chicken $16.95
ORDER
NOW!
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Study increases value of fossils

Making up the vast majority of
paleontological collections, less
complete fossils like jaws, teeth and
ribs have made researchers wonder
whether they had anything reliable
to say about evolution.
Published
recently
in
“Paleobiology,” a new study led by
Hank Woolley, a graduate studentin-residence at the Natural History
Museum of Los Angeles County
Dinosaur Institute, finds that fragmentary fossils can contain reliable

phylogenetic information, increasing the scientific value of all specimens housed in collections, not just
the most complete ones.
“This is exciting, because results
like ours increase the scientific
value of incomplete specimens
housed in museum collections, and
that allows us to include more of
Earth’s extinct biodiversity as we
continue to piece together the past,”
Woolley said.
Fossils captivate the imagination,

vphoto courtesy of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County

While the mosasaur on display at the Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles County’s Dinosaur Hall is more complete, paleontology collections full of less-intact fossils can help scientists understand the history of
life on earth.

Children’s
Valentine’s Tea

Peanut Butter & Jelly
Triangles on Wheat
Cream Cheese Canapés
with a Raspberry Kiss
Chicken Salad Stars on Raisin bread
Smoked Salmon & Cream Cheese ($2 extra)
Mini Fruit Tarts and Scones
Fresh Fruit Skewers
Preserves, Crème Fraiche
Milk, Hot Chocolate,
Apple Cider

$19.50

All ages
welcome!

Kids Under 12

$21.50

Adult
Please Call for Reservations
Saturdays 2:00pm to 4:00pm

In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8440
frances@dupars-psr.com

especially the rare, remarkably
complete specimens that decorate
the exhibit halls of museums
around the world, but behind-thescenes museum collections are
teeming with less complete fossils
that often never see the public eye.
“We often only get to hear about
excavations of exceptionally complete fossil animals and plants, but
in the background, the majority of
the collections that paleontologists
make in the field is made up of
incomplete and fragmentary fossils,” Woolley added. “It’s historically been hard to quantify how
trustworthy these fossils are, since
they’re so incomplete. What we do
in our study is attempt to quantify
just how reliable incomplete fossils
are when we try to figure out their
evolutionary relationships.”
Assessing evolutionary relationships of fossil organisms remains one
of the great ongoing endeavors of
paleontology and the study of fossils.
Woolley and his team wanted to
test whether all of the less complete
fossils filling up museum collections could help reliably answer

those questions. To do so, they used
more than 6,500 specimens from
NHM and other major natural history collections.
First, they identified the most
common partial fossils across the
collections. While complete skulls
are the gold standard – capturing
key features that let paleontologists
know how closely two species sit
on the tree of life – the team found
that jaws, teeth, ribs and vertebrae
were the most common fossils.
Woolley and his team then used a
series of sophisticated phylogenetic

comparative methods, metrics and
tests to show that the incomplete
representations of the skeleton in
the fossil record do not mislead
interpretations of evolutionary relationships of lizards, snakes and
their relatives.
Their study revealed that the
less-complete fossils making up the
bulk of paleontological collections
do in fact contain reliable phylogenetic information, reinforcing the
importance of natural history collections for future research.
For information, visit nhmlac.org.

LACMA celebrates new exhibit

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art will hold a free
open house on Saturday, Feb. 5,
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. in celebration of the newly-opened exhibition, “Artists Inspired by Music:
Interscope Reimagined.”
The open house includes DJ sets
and dance performances, as well
as free access to the museum,
including the “Artists Inspired by
Music” exhibit and all other current exhibitions.
“Artists Inspired by Music:
Interscope Reimagined” features 50
works by many celebrated contem-

porary artists who were inspired by
albums and songs from three
decades of the Interscope catalogue.
Enjoy live sets by DJ Lean Rock
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mr. Choc
from 1 to 4 p.m. and Francesca
Harding from 4 to 7 p.m. Dance performances by Culture Shock L.A.
will be held throughout the day.
Free advance timed-entry tickets
and health screenings are required.
The event will primarily be held on
LACMA’s Smidt Welcome Plaza,
5905 Wilshire Blvd.
For information and tickets,
visit lacma.org/event/open-house.
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‘The Fallout’ emotionally tackles school shootings
n A spoiler discussion of

what makes the latest
HBO Max original so
poignant

“The Fallout” is gut wrenching,
the kind of film experienced out of
moral obligation and entertainment.
That doesn’t undo the lighter
charms or artistic choices, but a film
exploring a school shooting’s aftermath lures moviegoers who
approach
cinema
like
a
Shakespearean tragedy seeking
something more than joy or intense
intrigue. Hopefully there’s hope.
For this HBO Max original, the
answer is kind of. “The Fallout”
jumps in quick enough with Vada

(Jenna Ortega) alongside two peers
hiding in a restroom from an active
shooter. Like the rest of the film, the
camera never leaves Vada’s side, so
the hallway assault becomes the
soundtrack of their hiding place.
The shooter’s movements or
motivations mean nothing to this
story. As characters note, he’s like
all the rest.
Vada doesn’t exactly spiral during the fallout. She sleeps and
prefers escapes into social media,
distance from family. But she can
easily open up to the pair from her
foxhole.
Encounters with Quinton (Niles
Fitch), who watched his brother die
before fleeing to a bathroom stall,
prompt the few emotional reactions
Vada can muster, though she spends

photo courtesy of HBO Max

“The Fallout” touches on different ways people react to a tragedy, illustrated in how the central character Vada (Jenna Ortega) and her friend Mia
(Maddie Ziegler) cope with their experiences after a school shooting.

more time numb, alongside Mia
(Maddie Ziegler), wining and
lounging, delaying a return to
school.
Vada evolves from docile on the
homestead to chatty, accented by
plenty of typical unsavory choices:
drugs, alcohol, staying out late sans
a call to the parents.
The main three – through this is
clearly Vada’s story – stumble
through some romantic and sexual
moments framed as coping mechanisms. Most of the time, Mia
remains numb, Quinton greaves
and Vada runs the gamut.
Films like these can easily focus
too much on the protagonist’s emotional journey removed from systemic issues. This almost transpires
when Vada’s best friend Nick (Will
Ropp) channels his experience into
advocacy. At this point, his publicly
active reaction conflicts with her
“low-key” response, as she
describes her approach. Luckily,
Quinton notes the various ways
folks cope with grief.
Rather than pit personal trauma
against a push for reform – a tiresome trope that implies caring
about public good always means
you become a jerk – this serves up
an important point: everyone experiences trauma differently. More so,
this sets up the ending with a more
realistic outcome.
A sneaking desire for a happy

El Capitan offers
dinner and a
movie for
Valentine’s Day
El Capitan presents special
engagements of 20th Century
Studios’ “The Princess Bride” from
Feb. 11-12, and Disney’s “Beauty
and the Beast” from Feb. 13-14, as
part of the Disney+ Date Nite
Valentine’s Day series.
A $50 Valentine’s Dinner and a
Movie package is also being
offered, which includes a reserved
ticket to “The Princess Bride” or
“Beauty and the Beast” at 7 p.m.
with Ghirardelli chocolates and dinner at Miceli’s Italian Restaurant in
Hollywood either at 5:30 p.m.
before the movie, or 9:15 p.m. after
the film.
“The Princess Bride” is a classic
comedy-romance that follows a
peasant farmhand as he battles
bumbling outlaws and an evil
prince to win the hand of his one
true love.
“Beauty and the Beast” features
the independent Belle and the
Beast, who has the soul of a prince.
Disney’s 1991 classic was the first
animated feature film in the history
of the Academy Awards to be nominated for Best Picture.
Daily showtimes are 10 a.m., 1
p.m., 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. The El
Capitan Theatre has enhanced
health and safety measures in place
for guests and staff.
Tickets are $15. The El Capitan
Theatre is located at 6838
Hollywood Blvd. For information
and tickets, call (800)DISNEY6, or
visit elcapitantickets.com.
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Belle and the Beast find beauty in unexpected places in the classic 1991
Disney film “Beauty and the Beast.”

Rainy
Season
is here!
Call Now!

Full Serivce Residential and
Commercial Roofer
Locally owned & operated since 1925.
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts
• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood
(323)469-2981
www.supremerooﬁng.com
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Jenna Ortega portrays Vada in “The Fallout,” a powerful film that explores
the aftermath of a school shooting.

ending haunts “The Fallout.” The
rules of cinema almost demand it,
but that would be disingenuous.
While hope remains that individual
survivors might press on, school
shootings happen at an obscenely
common rate.
Instead, the ending rings true
(major spoilers ahead). Vada
ascends from her depression, sharing a touching exchange with her
sister (Lumi Pollack), venting in the
woods with dad (John Ortiz), opening up to a therapist (Shailene
Woodley), spilling secrets to mom
(Julie Bowen). Everything is set for
a quiet resolution: Vada will survive
and continue healing.
As she awaits Mia during her first
dance lesson since the shooting, she
receives a news alert: another shooting in a different state. Overwhelmed,
Vada cries and panics as the screen
fades to white, her unhinged outbursts
lingering behind atop the somber
song “While You Sleep” by Lennon
and Maisy Stella. Vada will forever
encounter her trauma since shootings

aren’t going anywhere.
Wow, that’s bleak, and Ortega’s
audible performance in those final
moments festers long after. They
serve as a constant reminder that
“thoughts and prayers” are the
euphemism of cowards convincing
themselves that “stuff happens,” as
if these terrorist attacks are as natural as bad weather.
That’s the great sin, the big lie:
nothing can be done. Please, something can be done, but the screams
of Vada and her classmates matter
less than inconveniencing 22% of
the population by taking away their
death-dealing toys (or even regulating access to them).
Sure, actor-turned-auteur Megan
Park’s feature debut doesn’t overtly
go there. It need not. Plenty of
smarter folks have already presented a pretty clear case for change.
Not even an emotional experience
like “The Fallout” can coax a single
partisan to reconsider this position,
and the last scene of Park’s screenplay knows that.
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LAUSD backs initiative to increase arts and music funding
Los Angeles Unified School
District Board voted unanimously
to support The Arts and Music in
Schools Ballot initiative to increase
arts and music funding in public
schools after hearing from a diverse
coalition of supporters.
LA Unified arts educators voicing their support of the measure to
the board include Stephanie Brown
of Maclay Middle School, Stephen
McDonough of Hamilton High
School, Jesus Sotelo Martinez of
Simon Rodia High School, Lea
Woods of Joseph Le Conte Middle
School and Eloy Adame of
Elizabeth Learning Center.
Additional supporters of the
measure include actors, entertainers, and musicians who are education advocates including, Dr. Dre,
will.i.am and Issa Rae.
The Arts and Music in Schools
measure seeks to increase funding for
arts and music education in all PreK12 public schools statewide —without raising taxes. It provides additional funding dedicated to arts and music
education equivalent to 1% of the
state’s existing PreK-12 annual
investment — generating roughly $1

billion in funding each year.
Funding from this initiative will
cover a wide range of arts education
programs. In addition to traditional
music, visual arts and performing
arts, funds will be used to pay for
instruction in computer graphics,
animation, coding and costume
design.
While all PreK-12 California
public schools will see an increase
in arts funding, schools serving students from lower income communities will receive more money.
This will directly benefit the Black
and Hispanic students that make up
77% of public school enrollment in
low-income communities.
"Black and Latinx students comprise 61% of Pre-K-12 enrollment
in California, 77% in low-income
communities. In LAUSD, the second largest school district in the
country, 80% of our students are
low-income. We know that an
increase in access to the arts within
our schools will open the door of
opportunity for students to have
careers in media and technology,”
said Mónica Garcia, LAUSD Board
Member who introduced the resolu-

tion. “This measure understands
what we see in our school system
continually – Black and Latinx children are most likely to lack access
to arts education – and specifically
allocates more funding to schools
serving these children to close the
gap.”
LA Unified School District’s
vote in support of this measure
comes as public school arts and
music educators recently kicked off
the effort to gather signatures to
ensure the measure will qualify for
the November Ballot.
“I’m excited to co-sponsor and
support this effort to expand arts
programs to more students across
California. This is an important
moment to provide creative outlets
and encourage artistic expression as
we support our students’ recovery,”
said Nick Melvoin, LAUSD Board
Vice President. “I’m glad that the
district is continuing to allocate
new investments in arts and music
resources in our school communities, and we look forward to supporting this initiative to promote
more resources and equitable
access for our students.”

Special day at Immaculate Heart boosts school spirit

Immaculate Heart High School
celebrated Catholic Schools Week
on Feb. 1 with a special Panda
Family Day, which brought groups
of students together to jump rope,
play board games and create chalk
art to boost community spirit.
Seniors in theology teacher Maria
Pollia’s women’s studies classes
organized the family day to connect
members of the senior class with
freshmen, sophomores and juniors.

Because of pandemic disruption
and isolation during online classes
last year, Pollia said seniors were
concerned that the Immaculate
Heart legacy “of mentoring, community, friendship and sisterhood
would be broken unless they did
something about it.”
As a result, students – many
dressed for the day’s pajama theme
– gathered in groups representing
different class levels and spent time

photo courtesy of Immaculate Heart

Students played games and created chalk art drawing during Immaculate
Heart High School’s Panda Family Day.

BHHS girls soccer wins title
The Beverly Hills High School
girls varsity soccer team celebrated
back-to-back Ocean League titles
with a 3-0 victory against Leuzinger
High School on Jan. 31.
Junior captain Katrina Chong
scored 3 goals and BHHS shut out
Leuzinger to win the Ocean League
championship for the third time in
the last four years. With her 26th,
27th and 28th goals, Chong is now
the BHHS girls soccer single-season record holder for goals scored

in a single season. The record was
26, which was set in 2011.
The team honored its seniors in a
ceremony before the match. The
seniors were Celine Shadgoo, Tess
Cuen, Talia Sarraf, Stephanie
Lujan, Ella Revivo, Mimi Kessler
and Kate Chung.
The Normans, coached by Ryan
Franks, finished the regular season
at 11-3, including 10 consecutive
shutouts, and will likely host a CIF
first-round match on Feb. 12.

photo courtesy of the BHUSD

The Beverly Hills High School girls varsity soccer team celebrates its
Ocean League title.

getting to know each other before
participating in activities. As a
memento, each student received a
pin of hearts and flowers handmade
by the seniors.
Immaculate Heart High School is
located at 5515 Franklin Ave. For
information, visit immaculateheart.org.

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

Visual artist Ben Waldow, also known as Bendow, left, joined Good
Shepherd Catholic School principal Lisa Widman, Beverly Hills Vice
Mayor Lili Bosse, Good Shepherd students and The Wallis’ director of
education Mark Slavkin for the piano dedication ceremony on Jan. 31.

Students sing for hope with donation

Beverly Hills city officials
joined representatives from the
Wallis Annenberg Center of the
Performing Arts and Good
Shepherd Catholic School on Jan.
31 during a dedication ceremony
for a Sing for Hope piano at the
school.
The city of Beverly Hills partnered with nonprofit Sing for
Hope to place 16 artist-designed
pianos for anyone to play in public parks and spaces last August
and September. When the program concluded, the pianos were
donated to schools, with the intention of holding future ribbon cutting ceremonies. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the ceremonies have been held periodical-

ly. Ceremonies for pianos donated
to CHAMPS Charter High School
in Van Nuys, the Sven Lokrantz
Special Education Center in
Reseda and the View Park
Preparatory High School in
Inglewood were held in
November. Following the event at
Good Shepherd Catholic School
in Beverly Hills on Jan. 31, additional dedication ceremonies are
scheduled on Feb. 25 at The
Wallis, March 4 at George
Washington Carver Middle
School in South Park and March
10 at Dorris Place Elementary in
Elysian Park.
For
information,
visit
singforhope.org and thewallis.org/
singforhope.
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Congressman Schiff nominates 9 local
students to U.S. service academies

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank) announced the nomination of nine students from the 28th
Congressional District to U.S. service academies for the class of
2026.
“California’s 28th District is
home to some of the most outstanding students in the nation – and I
was so proud to nominate nine of
those remarkable individuals to
attend our U.S. Service Academies
this year,” Schiff said. “Each of the
nine nominees presented truly
remarkable records of achievement
and, above all else, demonstrated
their unwavering dedication to
making our community – and our
country – the best that it can be. If
these young individuals are a look
at what’s to come for our nation,
then the future looks bright for

America.”
The Air Force Academy, the
Merchant Marine Academy, the
Military Academy at West Point
and the Naval Academy require a
nomination by a member of
Congress to attend. The nomination
process is extremely competitive as
each service academy offers those
who attend a free college education
at a highly ranked and nationally
recognized academic institution,
while simultaneously preparing
these students for an officer's commission in the armed forces. A
panel of retired officers works with
Schiff to review the candidates and
select final nominees.
The nominees for U.S. Service
Academies from the 28th
Congressional District are:
William Harley Amran of

BH resident makes dean’s list

Beverly Hills resident Lauren
Aviram has been named to the
Muhlenberg College Dean’s List
for the fall 2021 semester.
Muhlenberg
College
and
Muhlenberg College School of
Continuing Studies students must
have a GPA of 3.50 or higher to be
recognized for the academic
achievement.
Founded in 1848, Muhlenberg is
a highly selective, private, four-year
residential, liberal arts college offering baccalaureate and graduate programs in Allentown, Penn. With an

enrollment of approximately 2,200
students, Muhlenberg College offers
academic programs in the arts,
humanities, natural sciences and
social sciences; selected preprofessional programs, including accounting, business, education and public
health; and progressive workforcefocused post-baccalaureate certificates and master's degrees.
Muhlenberg is a member of the
Centennial Conference, competing
in 22 varsity sports and is affiliated
with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.

photo by Ryan Hulvat/Muhlenberg College

Muhlenberg College is located in Allentown, Penn.

photo by Edwin Folven

BHHS seeks career day panelists

Beverly Hills High School will host its Career Day on March 2,
and organizers are seeking additional panelists to participate in industry-oriented sessions.
Panelists will share their career paths and provide insights on how
they excel in their respective fields. Each 45-minute session will
showcase a moderated panel of three to six speakers (3-6), so participants do not need to have a formal presentation prepared.
Panelists wishing to participate must register by ends Feb. 4. To
participate, send an e-mail to cdubin@bhusd.org.

Burbank (Military Academy), Ava
Nanami Bryden of Glendale (Air
Force Academy), Jack Francis
Conroy of Hollywood Hills (Naval
Academy), Matthew Ampanyuth of
Burbank (Naval Academy), Alice
Lee of Silver Lake (Military
Academy), Hayden Christopher

Lucsik of Tujunga (Naval
Academy), Olivia Hyunkyung Cha
of Glendale (Air Force Academy),
Miles Allen Peters of La Cañada
Flintridge (Air Force and Naval
Academies) and Erin Yang of La
Crescenta (Military, Naval, and Air
Force Academies).

Students interested in attending a
Service Academy in 2023 (Class of
2027), should submit an application
to Schiff’s Burbank office at 245 E.
Olive Ave. Ste. #200, by Oct. 28,
2022.
For information, visit
schiff.house.gov/help/academynominations.
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Valentine’s Day cards
brighten spirits at CHLA

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
will travel to a galaxy far, far away
for its annual Valentine’s Day card
drive, which is ongoing through
Feb. 14 at chla.org.
Members of the public may visit
the website and create an outer
space-themed Valentine’s Day card
for a CHLA patient. Supporters
may choose from three animated
galactic designs (a unicorn jumping
over the moon, koala riding a rocket
and an alien orbiting Earth in a
UFO) and write a message to spread
cheer among pediatric patients. For
each Valentine sent through Feb. 14,
Postmates has pledged to donate $1
to CHLA, committing up to
$20,000.
“Because of ongoing COVID-19
precautions, the hospital has had to

limit visitors and scale back this
year’s Valentine’s Day celebration,”
said Carol Hamamoto, child life and
expressive arts manager for CHLA.
“These valentines are a wonderful
way for the community to send love
and joy and connect with our
patients.”
The special valentines with positive, thoughtful and kind words help
boost patients’ spirits and let them
know people care. This year, valentines will be printed in color and in
black and white, allowing patients
to color them. In past years, patients
have received Valentine’s Day cards
from the Los Angeles community
and supporters across the country,
as well as Australia, Europe, Asia
and South America.
For information, visit chla.org.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:
656 N. HUNTLEY DRIVE,
West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

Request for a tentative parcel
map for the subdivision of an
approved two-story, three-unit
multi-family residential building
into a common interest development.

PERMIT(S):

Subdivision Permit, and any
other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

DHS & Associates, Inc., Steve
Nazemi

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, February 17, 2022
at 6:30 p.m.
This meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed
instructions for participation included on the posted agenda).

ZONES:

R2 (Residential, Low Density)

photo courtesy of CHLA

Members of the public are encouraged to participate in CHLA’s
Valentine’s Day card program,
which includes a matching grant
from Postmates.

Academy Museum presents Studio Ghibli film series
The Academy Museum of
Motion
Pictures
presents
“Everyday Life: The Films of Isao
Takahata,” a series running from
Feb. 3 through Feb. 16.
One of Studio Ghibli’s three cofounders with filmmaker Hayao
Miyazaki and producer Toshio
Suzuki, Takahata (1935-2018) created a body of work that is delightfully eclectic. The retrospective
includes all of Takahata's Ghibli
features, including the World War
II tragedy “Grave of the Fireflies,”
as well as a selection of the theatrical films he made earlier in his
career. Many of these earlier works
also feature collaborations with
Miyazaki, who Takahata met when
both were working at the Toei
Animation studio. Altogether,
Takahata’s films reflect a warmhearted filmmaker fond of stories
about quirky families and enchanted creatures, museum officials
said. Unlike Miyazaki, Takahata
did not draw, and perhaps due to
this fact, he consistently experimented with different animation

LOCATIONS:

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) Regulations pursuant to
Section §15332 (In-Fill Development Projects)
photo courtesy of the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures

Isao Takahata’s “Grave of the Fireflies” is included in a retrospective of the
filmmakers work at the Academy Museum.

styles throughout his career, sometimes making films that looked
like Studio Ghibli productions but
ventured into radically different
styles.

Girl Scout Cookie season
kicks off in February

It’s Girl Scout Cookie season, as shown in the Feb. 6, 1958, issue
of the Park Labrea News. Vicki Gilman, left, Sharon Stacy and Carole
Adams, who were members of Girl Scout Troop 160, posed for a photograph raising awareness about the annual cookie campaign. Girl
Scouts of Greater Los Angeles uses funds from cookie sales for programs that improve the lives of girls including outdoor adventures,
STEAM educational activities and service projects. Starting on Feb.
11, pop-up booths for cookie sales will be set up in front of grocery
stores and retailers. To find a cookie booth in your neighborhood and
to order Girl Scout Cookies online, visit girlscoutsla.org.

The films will be shown in the
Academy Museum’s Ted Mann
Theatre, 6067 Wilshire Blvd. For
information and tickets, visit academymuseum.org.

MOCA debuts
new Pipilotti
Rist exhibit

Additional tickets have been
released for MOCA Grand Avenue
and the Geffen Contemporary at
MOCA, and are available for
advance reservation through March
27. Tickets are released every two
weeks on Tuesdays at noon.
MOCA Grand Avenue is open to
the public with advance free ticket
reservations. All visitors, including
members, must obtain advance
timed-entry tickets online.
The Geffen Contemporary at
MOCA presents “Pipilotti Rist: Big
Heartedness, Be My Neighbor.”
Tickets for special exhibitions at
MOCA are $18 for adults, $10 for
students with I.D. and seniors, and
free for children under 12. MOCA
members receive free admission to
special exhibitions.
Tickets for “Pipilotti Rist: Big
Heartedness, Be My Neighbor”
allow for a free second visit to the
exhibition. Paid ticket buyers will
receive a special code via email to
reserve their return tickets within
72 hours of their visit. MOCA
Grand Avenue is located at 250 S.
Grand Ave. For information, visit
moca.org/exhibition/pipilotti-rist.

CITY HALL is accessible by appointment only. The
staff report will be available on Thursday, February 10,
2022 at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be
limited to raising only those issues you or someone
else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the
West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior
to, the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this
meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you
must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office
of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours
prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to express their opinion in
this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND
WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY OF THE AGENDA
AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Laurie Yelton, Associate Planner in the Planning & Development
Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email
at: lyelton@weho.org
Melissa Crowder,
City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните:
323-848-6826.
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Rewards process is lengthy, yet helpful
From page 1
involves the LAPD, Los Angeles
Police Commission, City Council
and Los Angeles City Clerk’s
Office. Rewards are only paid for
information that leads to a suspect’s
conviction, according to LAPD
spokeswoman Norma Eisenman.
Months or years often pass as cases
make their way through the legal
system before the city even begins to
consider who will receive a reward,
she added.
If a conviction is secured in a case
involving a reward, LAPD detectives who investigated the crime create a report on who, if anyone, is eligible to receive the money. They
consider factors such as how the
information led to a suspect, and
how important it was in solving the
case and securing a conviction. The
report is sent to the LAPD’s
Detective Bureau for review, and
later to the Los Angeles Police
Commission. The next step is for the
recommendation to be reviewed by
the City Council, and after it gives
approval, the city clerk’s office
issues a check. At any step along the
way, the recommendation can be
denied.
Records are not kept on how
many rewards are posted and never
paid, but only six have been paid by
the city since 2017, according to the
City Clerk’s Office. They were primarily rewards in homicide cases,
but the city also offers rewards for
robberies and other crimes, including hit-and-run collisions.
Of the rewards paid during the
past five years, $50,000 was given in
2017 for information in a 2010 murder in South Los Angeles, $15,000
was awarded in 2019 in connection
with a takeover robbery at a cell
phone store in South Los Angeles
and $50,000 was given in 2020 for a
2014 murder in South Los Angeles.
Also, $75,000 was awarded in 2020
for a 2015 double murder in South
Los Angeles and $25,000 was given
in January 2022 for a 2018 murder
in the Harbor Gateway area. The
only reward paid for a crime in the
local area was $125,000 given in
2019 for a 2008 double murder in
which a man and his 8-year-old
daughter were killed in an apartment

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to
consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:
8920 SUNSET BOULEVARD,
West Hollywood, California;
REQUEST:

Request to amend the previously approved Arts Club Project including: 1) modification to
subterranean levels/reduction of
total parking to 279 spaces; 2)
replacement of member guestrooms to office space; 3) reduction
of
Arts
Club
membership cap to 5,500; and
4) minor changes to outdoor terraces.

PERMIT(S):

Conditional Use Permit Amendment, Development Permit
Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

Latham & Watkins, LLP

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, February 17, 2022
at 6:30 p.m.
This meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed
instructions for participation included on the posted agenda).

ZONES:

SSP (Sunset Specific Plan)

photo by Edwin Folven

The Los Angeles City Council approved a $50,000 reward after a victim
was murdered at a food truck in 2019.

in Hollywood’s Little Armenia
District. In that case, a suspect who
had been stalking the man’s wife
was convicted of the murders. The
City Clerk’s Office did not have
information on who received the
rewards that were paid.
Koretz, 5th District, authored a
motion that led to the city establishing a $50,000 reward in the case
involving Kupfer. If the suspect is
convicted, the LAPD will decide
who may get that money. The
remainder of the more than
$250,000 were donations made to
the Kupfer family, which will decide
later who may receive that portion of
the money, Koretz’s spokeswoman
Alison Simard said. The Kupfer
family has not publicly disclosed
what that process will involve.
“I’ve had good success with
rewards in the past, serving as a
council member in West Hollywood
and then here in Los Angeles,”
Koretz said in a statement. “The
reward both heightens awareness
and incentivizes community participation in a way that can lead quickly
to an apprehension of a suspect. In
cases like Brianna Kupfer’s murder,
a senseless random killing of a
stranger with no relation, rewards
are critical to get the community to
provide useful leads to help catch a
suspect as quickly as possible before
they strike again. These types of

monetary rewards, in addition to
magnificent detective work by
LAPD homicide detectives and relevant agency law enforcement officers, help catch perpetrators.”
Detective Sean Kinchla, with the
LAPD’s West Bureau Homicide
Unit, added that rewards help generate public interest, which is often
key to solving cases. The LAPD is
not providing any information about
who may receive the reward in the
Kupfer case at this time. The LAPD
has not released any further information about the suspect in the Kupfer
case pending upcoming court proceedings.
“I do know it is a lengthy
process,” Kinchla said. “But, I think
rewards can sometimes pique interest in a case and get people talking
about it, and that helps. It could be a
case that isn’t getting a lot of attention, and a reward gets the media to
focus on it, which makes more people aware of it. [The Kupfer murder]
was definitely all over the news and
somebody called in. He has been
interviewed, but I don’t know what
role the information provided will
play. It’s very far down the road.”
Smith, the suspect in Kupfer
case, remains in custody on $2 million bail and arraignment is scheduled on Feb. 17, according to the
Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office.

Gascón recall effort approved by L.A. county
From page 1
However, Bosse said the recall
effort is bipartisan.
“When you deal with safety, this
crosses all party lines, and everyone that I’ve spoken to – no matter
what their political affiliation is –
has said they’ve had enough,” she
added.
In January, the City Council referenced three special directives
issued by Gascón that have been
problematic: a pre-trial release
policy that removed cash bail for
non-serious crimes, a case management policy that led to declined
or dismissed charges for misdemeanors and the elimination of
sentencing enhancements for certain crimes.
Bosse said some of Gascón’s
policies encourage criminals, as
there are no consequences to their
unlawful activity.
“Mr. Gascón has had ample
opportunity to hear from the hundreds of thousands of community
members pleading with him to
change course, and he’s only stood
stronger in his belief,” she added.
The district attorney took office

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

in December 2020. In March
2021, the City Council approved a
resolution that stated city officials
had “no confidence” in Gascón. At
the time, city officials met with
representatives of Gascón’s office,
but little has changed, Bosse said.
“At least from what I have seen
in press conferences and from
what I’ve read, he stays very
strong in his belief and, if anything, doubles down, so I have not,
as of yet, seen him be willing to
discuss another approach,” she
added.
Bosse stressed that the policies
have impacted many communities
in L.A. County – not just Beverly
Hills.
“This is way beyond a Beverly
Hills issue,” she said. “This is the
destruction of the heart and soul
of many communities and many
victims who have been [impacted] by crime, because there was
no consequence to it.”
According to supporters of the
recall, more than 20 cities and
districts have joined the effort to
remove Gascón from office.

Former Los Angeles County
District Attorney Steve Cooley is
among the board members of the
campaign.
“We are sick and tired of living
in the pro-criminal paradise
Gascón has created,” Desiree
Andrade and Tania Owen, cochairs of the Recall D.A. George
Gascón campaign, said in a statement. “Gascón turned his back on
us, and now his policies are
destroying Los Angeles County
right before our eyes and needlessly creating more innocent victims.”
According to the Los Angeles
County
RegistrarRecorder/County Clerk’s Office,
proponents need 566,857 signatures by July 6 to further the
recall process.
On Feb. 5, the recall campaign
will hold petition signing and distribution events at several locations in the county, including
Beverly Hills. The local event
will be held from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Via Alloro, 301 N. Canon
Drive.

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Certified Environmental Impact
Report under Resolution No. 185101.

CITY HALL is accessible by appointment only. The
staff report will be available on Thursday, February 10,
2022 at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be
limited to raising only those issues you or someone
else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the
West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior
to, the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this
meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you
must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office
of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours
prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to express their opinion in
this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND
WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY OF THE AGENDA
AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Doug Vu,
Senior Planner in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:
dvu@weho.org
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните:
323-848-6826.
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BHUSD board approves request for proposals
From page 1
cause any delay,” she said.
Board member Rachelle Marcus
said the board entered into its contract with TCDS without a request
for proposals, and the company
had no competition for the contract. She said TCDS owner Don
Blake has done a “fabulous” job,
but the district could benefit from
creating a competitive bidding
process.
“We cannot say that he’s been
able to bring us all the way along
– as successful as he was with
[Beverly Hills High School buildings] B1 and B2,” Marcus added.
“I see no reason why we can’t put
it out [for bid].”
Board member Gabe Halimi
said he was surprised to learn that
the board did not issue a request
for proposals in 2017, and that he
does not like the structure of
Blake and TCDS reporting directly to the board. The company
should report directly to
Superintendent of Schools,
Michael Bregy, Halimi said.
“This is about proper governance,” he added. “This is about
proper accountability.”
Board member Amanda Stern
said TCDS has a “very, very complex” job, so it would be prudent
for the board to consider all of its
options. She said she had no par-

ticular complaints about the company, but she supported the bid
process.
“We are dealing with hundreds
of millions of dollars,” Stern said.
Student board member Eli
Ramer noted that TCDS can still
make a bid for the contract, and
that the request for proposals
could provide an open discussion
to resolve issues facing the district’s building program.
“I don’t see any problem with
issuing an RFP at this time,” he
added.
Vice President Noah Margo
voted against the proposal. He
listed numerous bond managers,
construction managers and program managers the district has
contracted with since 2008, before
TCDS began working with the
BHUSD.
“[For] five years, we had all
those construction management
firms,” Margo said. “The only
thing we built in those five years
was the Horace Mann [Elementary
School] auditorium – with the
bond money.”
However, since TCDS and
Blake became involved, the district has finished Horace Mann,
started El Rodeo Elementary
School, completed B1 and B2 at
BHHS, started utility work, reme-

Public works president steps down
Los Angeles Board of Public
Works President Greg Good on Jan.
31 announced his resignation from
the board, effective immediately.
The board of public works governs the city’s Department of Public
Works and is comprised of a fivemember, full-time executive team
that is committed to delivering projects and programs.
Good has served as president of
the board since July 2020. During
his tenure, he spearheaded a number
of environmental equity and justice
projects and programs, including
the establishment of the Climate
Emergency Mobilization Office and

the
Workforce
Equity
Demonstration Project.
He was the board liaison to the
city’s Bureau of Sanitation, where
he was actively engaged in the
CARE/CARE+ homeless encampment comprehensive cleaning program, development of the Zero
Wasted Water initiative and, recently, presided over the Hyperion Ad
Hoc Advisory Committee to provide an independent assessment of
the cause of the flooding incident
last year and to make recommendations for moving forward.
Good also oversaw the Film LA
and Petroleum and Natural Gas

City Council votes to end oil drilling
The Los Angeles City Council
on Jan. 26 unanimously approved a
motion to ban oil drilling within the
city of Los Angeles. Originally
introduced in 2017, the motion
would ban the creation of new wells
and phase out existing wells over
the next 20 years.
In recent years, California has
doubled down on its goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions 40%
below 1990 levels by 2030, which
would significantly decrease the
state’s utilization of fossil fuels.
Coupled with the city’s planned
phase-out of oil drilling, that goal
would leave thousands of workers
out of work.
The council motioned to establish an office that would have the
primary purpose of supporting Los

Angeles workers as they transition
from outdated positions to new, fair
wage jobs. The city’s Office of Job
Quality Stabilization would work to
coordinate efforts at the federal,
county and local levels to ensure
that workers in industries at risk of
automation are supported. Council
members believe skills-based workforce development programs that
prioritize displaced workers and
members of frontline communities
would strengthen worker reemployment opportunities.
Los Angeles remains the largest
urban oil field in the country.
Around 580,000 Angelenos currently live less than a quarter mile
from an active oil well and, according to L.A. City Controller Ron
Galperin, there are approximately

Corrections:

learning has been available to
Beverly Hills Unified School
District students in quarantine
throughout the pandemic, which is
contrary to what the headline
implies.

In the Jan. 27 article, “BHUSD
re-implements virtual learning due
to pandemic,” the school in which
two classes went to virtual learning was misidentified as Horace
Mann Elementary School. Two
classes at Hawthorne Elementary
School went to online learning for
one day (Jan. 14), and virtual

In the Jan. 27 article, “Scientists
receive prestigious Massry Prize in
Beverly Hills,” the last name of
Dr. Clive Svendsen was incorrectly spelled as Svenson.

diated oil wells and helped the district through issues at its elementary schools and Beverly Vista
Middle School, Margo said.
“Nobody has said that they have
a problem with TCDS,” he added.
“They just want to keep the
process honest and go out there.”
Margo suggested that board
members discuss any issues they
are having with the construction
program with TCDS before looking into possible alternatives. He
likened the proposal to breaking
up with a “girlfriend over text.”
Wells requested that district staff
members return with a draft RFP
in two weeks for board review.
On Feb. 2, Bregy issued a statement that said all building projects
will continue despite the board
approving a request for proposals.
“As superintendent, my commitment to BHUSD starts with our
students, staff and families,” he
said. “However, I must also
acknowledge the wider community of Beverly Hills. Thank you to
our neighbors across the city who
support the building projects in
our school district. You continue to
enable us to grow and modernize
our facilities ensuring a state-ofthe-art offering for our students.”
TCDS representatives declined
to comment on this story.
board offices.
Prior to joining the board, Good
served as chief of legislative and
external affairs for Garcetti. In that
role, he oversaw the mayor’s
regional legislative agenda and
maintained relations with the City
Council, L.A. County, regional
cities and the Los Angeles Unified
School District, as well as several
departments. He also served as lead
for the mayor’s office on the establishment of the city’s Civil and
Human Rights Department.
Pending confirmation of an
appointment by the mayor to fill the
vacancy, and a subsequent board
officers election, Vice President
Aura Garcia will act as interim president.
1,000 active or idle wells in the
city.
“This is a momentous step forward for Los Angeles and a clear
message we are sending to Big
Oil,” said Council Pro Tem Mitch
O'Farrell, the chair of the Energy,
Climate Change, Environmental
Justice and River committee.
Since 2017, the Los Angeles City
Council has studied the means to
strengthen the city’s oversight of
petroleum and natural gas operations and hired a full-time petroleum administrator in October 2016.
For many decades, residents
throughout the city have expressed
concerns over the impacts and possible hazards of oil drilling.

Answers From Page 23

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

1236 N. SPAULDING
AVENUE, West Hollywood,
California

REQUEST:

Request for a tentative parcel
map for the subdivision of an
approved two-story, three-unit
multi-family residential building
into a common interest development.

PERMIT(S):

Subdivision Permit, and any
other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

Techna Land, Inc., Hayk Martirosian

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, February 17, 2022
at 6:30 p.m.
This meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed
instructions for participation included on the posted agenda).

ZONES:

R2 (Residential, Low Density)

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) Regulations pursuant to
Section §15332 (In-Fill Development Projects)

CITY HALL is accessible by appointment only. The
staff report will be available on Thursday, February 10,
2022 at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be
limited to raising only those issues you or someone
else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the
West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior
to, the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this
meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you
must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office
of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours
prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to express their opinion in
this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND
WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY OF THE AGENDA
AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Laurie Yelton, Associate Planner in the Planning & Development
Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email
at: lyelton@weho.org
Melissa Crowder,
City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните:
323-848-6826.
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

HELP WANTED

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com
Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program.

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

as seen on YouTube!

HELP WANTED
Looking for an experienced office assistant to join our team! The Beverly Press
and Park Labrea News are well-established weekly newspapers covering
hard news for Beverly Hills, West
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles.
Administrative assistant duties include
letters, emails, filing, light bookkeeping, mailing lists/mail merge. General
assistant
to
the
publishers.
Compensation negotiable. Email
resume to michael@beverlypress.com

LEGAL NOTICE
Need to publish a
DBA?
File with the
Los Angeles County Clerk
at lacounty.gov.
Email your documents to
karen@beverlypress.com
We will publish the ad 4X
and send proof of
publication to the
LA County Clerk.

Ways to subscribe

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Workplace safety org.
5. Kind of test
8. Actress, Blanchett
12. Burden
13. Seemingly forever
15. Ground
16. Letterman or Leno
17. Tropical forest vines
18. Starchy South Andes plants
19. Sweet treat
22. ___ cream
23. Purged
24. Stalk of grass
28. Austerity
34. Goals
35. “___ extra cost!”
36. Discontinuity
37. Rich dessert
42. Letter with a right angle
43. Prefix with type
44. Harbinger
45. Set apart
48. Words of clarification
49. Yellowfin tuna
50. Small British isle
52. Colorful pies
60. Builder’s need
61. Won a bee
62. Self-satisfied
64. Garden entrance
65. Mensa members
66. Finite duration
67. Samuel Adams drinks

68. Expected time to be here
69. Tiny piece of matter
Down
1. ___ and aah
2. Winter precipitation
3. Money or puppies?
4. Goes with Spumanti
5. Salts the sidewalks
6. Figure on the Sistine Chapel's ceiling
7. ___ Domini
8. Porcelain clay
9. Pinball or air hockey, e.g.
10. Milk source
11. Get better
13. Writer Waugh
14. Anatomical container
20. Link
21. “To be __ to be ...”
24. Innocent ones
25. French city
26. Blend
27. U.S. Army medal
29. Divination deck
30. French summer
31. O.R. workers
32. “Land ___!”
33. Dead tired
38. Calvin of clothing
39. Least bit
40. __ ___ roll (doing well)
41. New England catch
46. Some French wines, informally
47. Iago’s wife

53. Airline to Tel Aviv
54. Chinese food additive
55. Fencing equipment
56. 1996 Broadway rock opera
57. Court grp.
58. Release
59. Japanese wrestling
63. Solitaire
answers on page 22
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