
In a meeting with city staff and 
designers on Feb. 10, the West 
Hollywood West Residents 
Association discussed designs for 
the beautification of the entrance 
to the Almont cul-de-sac at the 
intersection of Melrose Avenue 
and Almont Drive.    

The current setup at the Almont 
Drive cul-de-sac, which was orig-
inally designed to be temporary, 
has been in place for nearly 30 

years since it was approved by the 
West Hollywood City Council in 
the 1990s and has remained most-
ly unchanged. The cul-de-sac was 
originally created because there 
was a lot of cross traffic coming 
from Melrose Avenue into the res-
idential neighborhood on Almont 
Drive. Presently, it is closed off by 
a handful of K-rails connected by 
a chain and large planters on 
either end of the passageway.   

Manny Rodriguez, vice presi-

The field of candidates seeking to 
become Los Angeles’ next mayor 
expanded on Feb. 11 when Rick J. 
Caruso, the developer of The 
Grove, The Americana at Brand 
and Palisades Village, filed papers 
to enter the race.  

Speculation had been growing 
for months about Caruso running 
for mayor and joining a pool of 26 
other candidates that includes U.S. 
Rep. Karen Bass, Los Angeles City 
Attorney Mike Feuer, and Los 
Angeles City Councilmen Joe 
Buscaino and Kevin de Leon. 
Caruso did not state why he waited 
until the day before the deadline to 
file papers to run for mayor, but 
said he believes it is time that voters 
have fresh leadership to help guide 
the city out of what he called a peri-
od of “crisis.”  

“The reason I’m running is 
because I have a great, deep love 
for Los Angeles – I always have. I 
have a history of serving L.A. and I 
raised my family here, I built my 
business here, and everything I hold 

dear to me comes from Los 
Angeles,” Caruso said. “The com-
munity that I built my business in 
has welcomed me and supported 
my business, and I want to give 
back. I think we are a city in crisis 
and it’s like anything you love in 
life, you want to lean in and help. 
I’ve been very blessed in life and I 
want to give back in a very mean-

The Hollywood sign was 
changed this week to 
RAMSHOUSE in celebration of 
the Los Angeles Rams’ win on Feb. 
13 in Super Bowl LVI.  

Crews began changing the sign 
on Monday and completed the 
alterations on Wednesday morning 
in time for the Rams’ victory 
parade in downtown Los Angeles. 
Plans called for the alterations to be 
in place for one day only on Feb. 
16, and crews will return the 
Hollywood Sign to normal by 
Friday afternoon, said Jeff 
Zarrinnam, chairman of the board 
of trustees for the Hollywood Sign 
Trust, which oversees the sign for 
the Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce.  

Zarrinnam said the Hollywood 
sign has been altered by pranksters 
numerous times during its 99-year 
history, but the change to 
RAMSHOUSE was the first time it 
was an officially-sanctioned 
change. He said representatives of 

the team’s marketing department 
approached Mayor Garcetti’s 
Office and the Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce, which 
approved the change. It was not dis-
closed whether or how much the 
Rams paid for the sign alterations, 
although Zarrinnam said the 
Hollywood Sign Trust received no 
money related to the project. The 
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce 
also declined to provide specifics 
about the arrangement.  

“A permission agreement was 
required as part of the chamber’s 
approval process,” said Nicole 
Mihalka, chair of the Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce’s Board. 
“Such agreements are confidential, 
and the chamber does not disclose 
the terms.”  

Zarrinnam said the Rams’ win in 
the Super Bowl was an important 
reason to temporarily alter the sign, 
which he added was unprecedented.  

The Beverly Hills Planning 
Commission on Feb. 10 consid-
ered Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills, a 
115-room luxury hotel proposed 
for the north end of the Business 
Triangle, and directed its develop-
ers to iron out some issues prior to 
the commission’s meeting next 
week.  

Cheval Blanc, a division of 
LVMH, has applied to construct a 
nine-story hotel off South Santa 
Monica Boulevard, between 
North Rodeo and North Beverly 
drives. Plans call for a rooftop 
pool, restaurants, private club and 
ground-level retail spaces.   

Although the project has plenty 
of support, some residents and 
business owners voiced concerns 
about plans to alter an alley cur-
rently used by businesses and 
potential impacts caused by gath-
erings at the hotel.  

“Talk to your future neighbors,” 
Commissioner Peter Ostroff said 
to Cheval Blanc representatives. 
“You’re going to have to live with 

them forever. Talk to them and try 
to reach an agreement where you 
can all come in on the 24th and 
say, ‘We’ve looked at it. We’ve 
made these changes.’”  

According to a staff report, the 
Cheval Blanc project would be 
more than 220,000 square feet, 
with the North Rodeo Drive 
frontage being four stories high 
and the North Beverly Drive 
frontage being nine stories.   

The staff report states that an 

existing alley that currently runs 
north-south would be relocated to 
the south end of the site, which 
would be accessed using North 
Beverly Drive. It currently runs 
through the project site and is used 
for businesses on North Rodeo 
and North Beverly drives.   

Gabriella Romo, store director 
of the Giorgio Armani boutique, 
said a significant amount of the 
business’ clientele enter from the 
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n Hollywood sign 
altered to celebrate 
Rams’ Super Bowl win
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The Hollywood sign features a special tribute to the Los Angeles Rams 
after the team’s win in the Super Bowl on Feb. 13. 

n The Grove developer vies to be next L.A. mayor
Commission dissects hotel proposal

NFL champs get the Hollywood treatment

Caruso’s running

Almont Drive alterations 
are 30 years in the making

By eDwin folven                 
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rendering courtesy of LVMH 

The Cheval Blanc hotel proposal may be altered prior to the Beverly 
Hills Planning Commission meeting on Feb. 24. 
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photo courtesy of Caruso 

Rick Caruso

n Cheval Blanc 
Beverly Hills plan  
may be tweaked

By Carlos De loera               
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After nearly 30 years of temporary arrangements, the Almont cul-de-
sac in West Hollywood will finally be renovated.  

See Caruso page 21

https://dordicklaw.com


Los Angeles County is preparing
an environmental impact report for
the proposed La Brea Tar Pits
Master Plan, which will reimagine
the La Brea Tar Pits and Museum
on the Miracle Mile. 

The EIR will provide an assess-
ment of the project’s probable envi-
ronmental effects, pursuant to state
of California requirements under
the California Environmental
Quality Act. The county’s review
process starts with the release of a

notice of preparation and a virtual
public scoping meeting on
Wednesday, March 2, in which
community members can ask ques-
tions and provide input on the pro-
ject. Two sessions will be held at
2:30 and 5:30 p.m. 

Residents can also submit input
on the project by email to reimag-
ine@tarpits.org or mail them no
later than 5:30 p.m. on March 16 to
Natural History Museums of Los
Angeles County, Richard Hayden,
Assistant Deputy Director, 900
Exposition Blvd., Los Angeles, CA
90007. As the process continues,
the county will provide updates,
public documents and information
at tarpits.org/public-process. 
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Echo LABFest 
The Echo Theater Company has
moved the Echo LABFest 2022
online from Thursday, Feb. 17,
through Sunday, Feb. 20. The series
includes readings of seven new
plays developed in the company’s
Playwright’s Lab, under the leader-
ship of Brian Otaño and Hannah
Wolf. Plays are by Ricardo Perez
Gonzalez, Amanda L. Andrei, Diana
Burbano, Liza Powel O’Brien, June
Carryl and Hannah Kenah. echothe-
atercompany.com/2021-echo-play-
wrights-lab. 

Adoption webinar 
People interested in foster parenting
and adoption are encouraged to
attend an online
webinar hosted
by Children’s
Bureau on
Thursday, Feb.
17, from 4-5
p.m., via Zoom.
The program
will be hosted
by a Children’s Bureau team mem-
ber and a foster parent. In Los
Angeles County, more than 33,000
children are currently in foster care.
(800)730-3933, all4kids.org. 

Senyawa 
Senyawa, an experimental band from
Indonesia comprised of Rully
Shabara and Wukir Suryadi, will per-
form on Thursday, Feb. 17, at 7:30
p.m. at the Hammer Museum.
Incorporating homemade instru-
ments and skillful vocals, the duo
creates compositions that embody
elements of traditional Indonesian
music, free jazz and heavy metal.
The performance is being held in
conjunction with the exhibition
“Lifes.” Admission is free. 10899
Wilshire Blvd. hammer.ucla.edu/pro-
grams-events/2022/senyawa.

‘Assassins’ 
East West Players, the nation’s
largest producer of Asian American
theatrical works, is resuming in-per-

son production with the award-win-
ning Broadway musical “Assassins”
running from Thursday, Feb. 17,
through Sunday, March 20, at the
David Henry Hwang Theater at the
Union Center of the Arts, down-
town. “Assassins” features music
and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim and
is based on a book by John
Weidman. It examines the motives
of nine notorious Americans who
assassinated or attempted to assassi-
nate the president of the United
States. Showtimes are 8 p.m.,
Thursday through Friday; 2 and 8
p.m., Saturday; and 5 p.m., Sunday.
Tickets start at $50. 120 Judge John
Aiso St. eastwestplayers.org. 

Joshua Radin 
Singer and songwriter Joshua Radin
will perform on Thursday, Feb. 17,
at the El Rey Theatre. After 16
years, eight albums and hundreds of
shows, Radin still treats music as an
antidote to any ailment. The L.A.-
based musician finds healing
between waves
of acoustic elo-
quence and
Americana story-
telling. On his
ninth album,
“The Ghost And
The Wall” Radin
continues a cycle
of catharsis to be shared among
everyone. The group Tow’rs opens
the concert. Doors open at 8 p.m.,
show is at 9 p.m. Tickets are $28.
5515 Wilshire Blvd. theelrey.com. 

Cinelounge 
Cinelounge Sunset presents the
films “King Knight,” “A Banquet”
and “Breaking Bread” running from
Friday, Feb. 18, through Thursday,
Feb. 24. “King
Knight” and “A
Banquet” are
new horror films,
while “Breaking
Bread” is a docu-
mentary about
Dr. Nof Atamna-
Ismaeel, the first
Muslim Arab to win Israel’s

MasterChef competition. Showtimes
vary; see schedule. Tickets are $13.
6464 Sunset Blvd. (323)924-1644,
cineloungehollywood.com. 

Advocartsy 
Los Angeles-based Iranian contem-
porary art platform Advocartsy pre-
sents “A Thousand Tales,” a solo
exhibition of large-scale works by
Mobina Nouri running from
Saturday, Feb. 19, through Sunday,
March 20, at Advocartsy’s gallery in
West Hollywood. Each piece in the
body of work explores tales relayed
by Shahrazād, the speaker from the
famed Middle Eastern epic, “One
Thousand and One Nights.” An
opening reception will be held on
Feb. 19, from 3-7 p.m. Regular
hours are 11-5 p.m., Wednesday
through Saturday, and by appoint-
ment. 434 N. La Cienega Blvd.
advocartsy.com.

Art discussion 
Join the Institute of Contemporary
Art, Los Angeles for “The End of
My Beginning with Jamal Cyrus and
Steven Matijcio,” an online discus-
sion on Wednesday, Feb. 23, from 5-
6 p.m., via Zoom. The discussion
will examine 15 years of Cyrus’s
expansive prac-
tice exploring the
evolution of iden-
tity within Black
political move-
ments and the
African diaspora.
Admission is free
but registration is
required. us02web.zoom.us/webi-
nar/register/WN_NXsQIKxuRY-
f9v2RgArBCQ. 

Amber Liu 
The Grammy Museum welcomes
global pop star Amber Liu for an
intimate conversation moderated by
Emily Mei on Wednesday, Feb. 23,
from 7:30-9 p.m. Liu will discuss
her new music, creative process and
career, and will perform. Tickets are
$35. 800 W. Olympic Blvd. gram-
mymuseum.org. 

CALENDAR

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a General Municipal Election will be held in the City of Beverly Hills on Tuesday, June 7, 2022 for the following Officers and 
Ballot Measure:

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

The nomination period for candidates begins on Monday, February 14, 2022 and closes on Friday, March 11, 2022 at 5:00PM.  

If nomination papers for any incumbent officer of the City are not filed by March 11, 2022, 5:00PM (the 88th day before the election), the voters shall have until 
the 83rd day before the election, Wednesday, March 16, 2022 at 5:30PM, to nominate candidates other than the person(s) who are the incumbents.  

If the number of persons who have been nominated for those offices does not exceed the number to be filled at that election, appointment to the elective office may 
be made as prescribed by § 10229, Elections Code of the State of California. 

Additionally, the City Council per their meeting of Tuesday, February 16, 2021 approved the placement of a ballot measure to the voters regarding term limits for 
City-elected office. This initiative asks voters to consider term limits for City Council and City Treasurer seats within the City of Beverly Hills which would limit a 
person to no more than three total terms of office.  

Vote centers will be open at 11-day and 4-day vote centers throughout Los Angeles County. Election day is on June 7, 2022 and vote centers will be open between 
the hours of 7:00AM and 8:00PM. Please visit lavote.gov or beverlyhills.org/elections for additional information. 

Huma Ahmed 
City Election Official 

NOTICE OF ELECTION AND  
NOTICE OF MEASURE TO BE VOTED ON 

For Three (3) Members of the City Council     (Full term of four years) 

For One (1) City Treasurer                                    (Full term of four years) 

Ballot Measure: Term Limits on City Elected Official Service 

photo courtesy of the La Brea Tar Pits and Museum 

A project to reimagine the La Brea Tar Pits and Museum will be discussed
at the upcoming meeting. 

Public input sought on 
La Brea Tar Pits project

https://www.beverlyhills.org


The nomination filing period for 
the June 7 Primary Election ended 
for Los Angeles municipal elec-
tions on Feb. 12, and it began on 
Feb. 14 for those seeking elected 
office in L.A. County and 
California.  

The city of L.A. has several 
important offices on the ballot, 
including mayor, city attorney and 
city controller. Some Los Angeles 
Unified School District Board of 
Education seats will be contested, 
as will the City Council’s odd-
numbered districts.   

Twenty-seven individuals have 
filed to replace Mayor Eric 
Garcetti, who has been nominated 
by U.S. President Joe Biden to be 
the next ambassador of India. 
Congresswoman Karen Bass (D-
Calif.), developer Rick Caruso, 
City Attorney Mike Feuer and 
Councilmen Joe Buscaino and 
Kevin De Leon are among the 
potential candidates.   

City attorney candidates who 
have filed are Kevin James, Teddy 
Kapur, Richard Kim, Marina 
Torres, Hydee Feldstein Soto, 
Sherri Onica Valle Cole and Faisal 
M. Gill.   

City controller candidates are J. 
Carolan O’Gabhann, Reid Lidow, 
Kenneth Mejia, Rob Wilcox, 
Stephanie Clements and 

Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th 
District, who will be termed out 
from the council this year.   

Fifth District hopefuls include 
Katy Young Yaroslavsky, Josh 
Nadel, Scott Epstein, Jimmy 
Biblarz, Dory Frank, Kristina 
Irwin, Danny Bahr, Sam Yebri and 
Molly Basler.   

Council Pro Tempore Mitch 
O’Farrell, 13th District, is up for 
re-election. His opponents could be 
Albert Corado, Steve Johnson, 
Hugo Soto-Martinez, Carlos H. 
Flowers, Kate Pynoos, Chad 
Michael Manuel and Rachael Rose 
Luckey.   

LAUSD board member Nick 
Melvoin is also up for re-election. 
Gentille Barkhordarian, Negar 
Nikgohar and Tracey Schroeder 
will also vie for the seat.   

For county and state elections, 
candidates have until March 11 to 
file their nomination paperwork, so 
some candidates who have 
announced their intention to run 
are not listed on the county’s candi-
date list.   

In the race for L.A. County’s 
Third Supervisorial District, Craig 

Brill, Jeffi Girgenti and West 
Hollywood Councilwoman 
Lindsey Horvath have filed, but 
state Sens. Robert Hertzberg and 
Henry Stern have announced their 
intention to run. Assemblyman 
Richard Bloom (D-Santa Monica) 
dropped out of the race earlier this 
month.   

As of Feb. 16, two Beverly Hills 
City Council candidates have filed 
– Councilman Lester Friedman and 
Beverly Hills Planning 
Commission Chair Andy Licht. 
However, Mayor Robert 
Wunderlich and Councilman John 
Mirisch have announced their 
intention to run for re-election.   

Just in Case BH founder Vera 
Markowitz and Beverly Hills 
Public Works Commissioner 
Sharona Nazarian have also 
announced that they will be run-
ning for the three open seats.   

Residents Shiva Bagheri, Darian 
Bojeaux and Deborah Blum have 
reportedly expressed interest in 
running, but their candidacies 
could not be confirmed by dead-
line.   

Jake Manaster is currently the 

only candidate to file for the role of 
treasurer.   

For information on the L.A. 
municipal election, visit the city 
clerk’s site at clerk.lacity.org/clerk-

services/elections/municipal-elec-
tions.  

For county information, visit 
lavote.gov/Apps/CandidateList/In
dex?id=4269.  
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The nomination filing period opened on Feb. 14 for Los Angeles County 
candidates looking to be on the June 7 ballot. 

Election season heats up in L.A. County
n Candidates  
file for city, county  
and state offices

Beverly Hills 
council OKs 
bikeway network  

The Beverly Hills City Council 
on Jan. 4 approved installation of a 
minimum grid bikeway network, 
which will lead to the implementa-
tion of a basic bikeway network 
using roadway markings, called 
sharrows, and signage that estab-
lish bike routes on streets to be 
shared between motorists and 
bicyclists.  

The sharrows are not bike lanes 
and do not require removal of any 
vehicle lanes or parking. The 
shared roadway pavement mark-
ings and signage will help bicy-
clists navigate the bikeway net-
work, avoid streets that can be 
more challenging to ride on and 
determine proper lane positioning 
outside of the “door zone.”  

The new network includes 
streets that provide access to 
schools, parks, existing bikeways, 
future Metro stations and key com-
mercial corridors. All streets on the 
network are included on the holis-
tic bikeways network map from 
the city’s Complete Streets Plan.  

The minimum grid network is a 
first step to implementation of the 
complete streets plan. The city will 
continue to pursue parallel, longer-
range efforts to expand and 
upgrade cycling infrastructure.  

Staff anticipates the installation 
of the network to be completed by 
April.  

For information, visit beverly-
hills.org/minimumgrid, or contact 
the city at (310)285-2467 or by 
email at AskPW@beverlyhills.org.   

For information on the city’s 
Complete Streets Plan, visit bever-
lyhills.org/completestreets.  

https://thewallis.org
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Los Angeles Police Department
officers and West Hollywood sher-
iff’s deputies are searching for a male
suspect who attempted to sexually
assault two women during separate
incidents on Feb. 15. 

Detective Brent Hopkins, with the
LAPD’s West Bureau Sexual Assault
Detail, said the first incident occurred
at approximately 12:30 p.m. in the
800 block of North Vista Street. The
suspect, who Hopkins said appeared
to be homeless, randomly targeted a
female victim walking alone. The
suspect placed his arm around the
victim’s neck and walked her to a
secluded location on the side of a
house where the attempted sexual
assault occurred, Hopkins said. A
security camera captured video of the
suspect leading the victim onto the
property and down the driveway.
The suspect is Black, 20-30 years old
and was wearing a black and purple
striped shirt, gray sweat pants, san-
dals and a hat. 

“She was walking down the street
minding her own businesses when
he came up and grabbed her,”
Hopkins said. “[On the video] you
see he’s leading her and she’s under
duress. He dragged her into a drive-
way area and made threats, but she
was able to break free and run out
into the street and flag down a good
Samaritan, who took her to the sher-

iff’s station in West Hollywood.” 
Sheriff’s department officials noti-

fied the LAPD because the alleged
crime occurred in the Wilshire
Division’s jurisdiction. Shortly after,
West Hollywood deputies received a
call about an attempted sexual
assault in the 7600 block of Hampton
Avenue, approximately 12 blocks
from the site of the first incident. 

Lt. Bill Moulder, with the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station, said the
incident on Hampton Avenue
involved a male suspect who con-
fronted a female victim outside her
apartment and pushed her inside the
unit. The victim screamed and the
suspect fled, Moulder added.

Hopkins confirmed detectives from
both agencies are investigating the
crimes and have made finding the
suspect a top priority. 

“The description was similar
enough to lead us to believe it was
the same suspect,” Hopkins added. 

The detective said patrols have
been increased in the neighborhoods
where the sexual assaults occurred
and undercover officers and detec-
tives from other units are searching
for the suspect. 

Anyone with information is urged
to call the LAPD’s West Bureau
Sexual Assault Detail at (213)473-
0447, and the West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station at (310)855-8850.  

n Attacks occurred in
Melrose area and 
West Hollywood

Suspect wanted for attempted sexual assaults

photo courtesy of Melrose Action 

A security camera captured footage of the attempted sexual assault sus-
pect walking a victim to a secluded location on Vista Street. The suspect
was wearing a black and purple striped shirt, gray sweat pants, sandals
and a hat, and was possibly wearing glasses. 

Two gang members from South
Los Angeles were sentenced to 12
years in federal prison on Feb. 14 for
committing an armed robbery last
March on the crowded patio of Il
Pastaio restaurant in Beverly Hills. 

The defendants, Malik Lamont
Powell, 21, and Khai McGhee, 18,
had been in custody since last May
after being arrested by authorities
with the Beverly Hills Police
Department and Federal Bureau of
Investigation. The suspects were
accused of robbing a man of a
Richard Mille wristwatch valued at
$500,000 on the patio, and firing a
shot during a struggle with the vic-
tim, injuring a female restaurant
patron. United States District Judge
John F. Walter sentenced Powell and
McGhee, and called the crime “out-
rageous and unacceptable.” 

“These types of robberies, which
are becoming more and more preva-
lent in our community, have to stop,”
Walter said. 

Both defendants pleaded guilty
last September to three federal
felony counts of conspiracy to inter-
fere with commerce by robbery,
interference with commerce by rob-
bery, and using and discharging a
firearm during a crime of violence.
A third defendant who participated
in the robbery – Marquise Anthony
Gardon, 41, of South Los Angeles –
pleaded guilty last September to two
felony counts of interference with
commerce by robbery and using and
discharging a firearm during a crime
of violence. Gardon, who police said
was a lookout and getaway driver
during the crime, is scheduled to be
sentenced on Feb. 28. 

The three defendants – each of
whom is a documented member of
the Rollin’ 30s Crips street gang –
drove to Beverly Hills on March 4,
2021, with the intention of commit-

ting a robbery, federal prosecutors
said. After looking for potential vic-
tims, the defendants targeted a man
seated on Il Pastaio’s patio. The sus-
pects fled with the victim’s watch
but left the gun at the scene. DNA
evidence and security camera
footage linked the suspects to the
crime, authorities said. 

“[Powell] and his co-conspirators’
decision to hold a loaded firearm to
[a victim’s] head is especially trou-
bling,” prosecutors stated in a sen-
tencing memorandum. “This type of
robbery where firearms are bran-
dished and discharged leaves severe,
lasting trauma that victims carry
with them their entire lives.” 

Il Pastaio robbery suspects get 12-year sentences

The Beverly Hills Police
Department has arrested seven sus-
pects for a series of armed robberies in
the city in 2021. 

A comprehensive investigation by
BHPD detectives and other law
enforcement agencies led to the sus-
pects’ identification, police said. No
further information was released
about the crimes, including when and
where they allegedly occurred.  

Members of the Beverly Hills
Police Department’s SWAT team and
Detective Bureau served search and
arrest warrants on Feb. 10 in the cities
of Hemet, Banning and Winchester in
Riverside County. SWAT team mem-
bers from the Santa Monica, Hemet,
Murrieta and Menifee police depart-
ments, and from the Orange and
Riverside county sheriff’s depart-
ments, helped the BHPD serve the
warrants. The investigation also
included personnel from the Irvine,
Brea and Upland police departments,
as well as the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and United States Secret
Service. 

Police said evidence connecting the
suspects to the robberies was recov-
ered during searches of the suspects’
residences. Investigators recovered a
semi-automatic handgun that had
been illegally converted to enable
fully-automatic gunfire, police said. 

The seven suspects were arrested
and booked for robbery and conspira-
cy to commit robbery. They include

Jeremy Hays, Ronald Christopher
Mendez-Cantu Jr. and Mahmoud
Fathi Salah, all 19-year-old residents
of Hemet; Darrell Skakhan
Hollawayne, 21, of Hemet; Dmari
Josiah Beed, 20, of Murrieta; and
Desmond Jay Hines, 20, of
Winchester. Also arrested was an
unnamed 15-year-old male juvenile
from Banning. Hollawayne, Hines,
Salah and Beed are being held on $1
million bail, while Hays, Mendez-
Cantu and the unnamed juvenile are
being held on $100,00 bail. 

Detectives are still conducting a
follow-up investigation, which may
result in additional suspects being
identified, police said. 

Anyone with information about the
robberies is urged to call the BHPD’s
tip hotline at (310)288-2656, or the
BHPD watch commander at
(310)285-2125. 

BHPD arrests suspects wanted 
for series of robberies in 2021

Investigators with the Los
Angeles Police Department’s
Wilshire Division are searching
for a gunman who fired into a
crowd outside a restaurant on La
Cienega Boulevard on Feb. 12,
injuring four people. 

Lt. Dan Gonzalez, with the
Wilshire Division, said officers
received reports of a shooting
around 2:45 a.m. outside the
Nice Guy restaurant at 401 N. La
Cienega Blvd. Gonzalez said the
restaurant had hosted a party for
Justin Bieber after the musical
artist performed on Feb. 12 at the
Pacific Design Center. Police are
uncertain whether the gunman or
victims of the shooting had been
inside the restaurant or had gath-
ered outside, which is under
investigation, he said. Gonzalez
said it is also unclear if Bieber
was inside when the shooting
occurred, but he said the “place
was packed” with people when
officers arrived. Gonzalez said
police are also investigating
whether the restaurant was in
violation of city permits by being
open at 2:45 a.m. 

The shooting occurred among
a crowd of dozens of people near
the intersection of La Cienega
Boulevard and Westmount
Drive. A fight broke out among at
least four individuals, including
rapper Kodak Black, whose
name is Bill Kapri, Gonzalez
said. A gunman opened fire on
the people who were fighting,

striking four people. The victims
were taken to hospitals and treat-
ed, and are recovering, he added. 

Gonzales said Kodak Black
was struck in the upper leg by a
gunshot. Another man was shot
in the buttocks and a third was
struck in the back. A man who
Gonzalez described as a member
of the paparazzi was shot in the
ankle. No arrests have been
made. 

“Most of the people there were
uncooperative,” Gonzalez said.
“It’s sometimes difficult to get
people to come forward in these
situations. They don’t want
police involved.” 

Gonzalez said a rented Ferrari
parked outside the restaurant was
impounded after officers found a
handgun inside the vehicle.
Officers determined the gun was
a different caliber than the
firearm used in the shooting
based on shell casings found at
the scene. Investigators are in the
process of determining who
owns the gun, who owns the
Ferrari and who rented the vehi-
cle. Gonzalez said the sports car
may have been rented online
through a private party. 

The gunman was only
described as being Black.
Detectives are searching for
video footage of the crime and
are asking anyone with informa-
tion to call Wilshire Division
detectives at (213)922-8205.
During weekends and off-hours,
call the LAPD’s hotline at
(877)LAPD247. Anonymous tips
can also be made to Crime
Stoppers by calling (800)222-
TIPS or texting information to
274637, and by visiting lapdon-
line.org.  

n Police seek 
gunman who 
fired into crowd

Shots fired outside after-party
for Justin Bieber concert  

By edwin folven                 

By edwin folven                 

photo courtesy of the BHPD 

Police released a photograph of a
handgun recovered during the
investigation.

https://www.kccla.org


Beverly Press/Park Labrea News 5  February 17, 2022

The Beverly Hills City Council 
on Feb. 15 decided to extend some 
renter’s protections that were estab-
lished as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and the council mulled 
ways to further assist the city’s most 
vulnerable residents.   

As it stands, the city’s eviction 
moratorium will elapse on May 31, 
and rent increases will continue on 
June 1. However, tenants could be 
further protected from evictions 
through Los Angeles County’s ten-
ant protections, some of which have 
been extended through Dec. 31.  

Councilman John Mirisch sug-
gested that the city create a system 
of “means testing” to ensure that the 
protections are being used as origi-
nally conceived.   

“If, basically, most of the jurisdic-
tions around us are not going to 
allow for rent increases, I think we 
need to be very careful,” he said. 
“Perhaps here is where we can do 
some means testing, because, again, 
the goal is not to allow tenants who 
are earning hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to get a break. The goal 
would be to really have it limited to 
those who are most in need.”  

Helen Morales, deputy director of 
the city’s Rent Stabilization 
Division, said city staff were also 
seeking direction on the maximum 
allowable rent increase that can be 
imposed after the moratorium, as 
well as when to begin the one-year 
payback period for back rent.   

The local emergency that estab-
lished the tenant protections was 
ratified in March 2020 and created 
protections for evictions due to 
COVID-19 financial strain, no-fault 
evictions and rent increases. It also 
required that tenants must pay back 
rent in full within one year of the 
local emergency ending.   

Morales said the city’s annual 
rent registration opened on Jan. 3. 
According to city data, housing 
providers in Beverly Hills have 
experienced an 8% vacancy rate, 
which is down 3% from 2021.   

So far this year, the city has seen 
78 new occupancies, with 57 expe-
riencing an increase in rent. If a unit 
is vacated voluntarily, landlords can 
reset the unit to market value, 
Morales said. Rent decreased for 12 
units, she said.   

On Jan. 18, Mayor Robert 
Wunderlich proposed another 
option to increase rent in phases – 
3.1% would be possible at the end 
of the moratorium, 4.2% in the sec-
ond year and .9% in the third, plus 
an amount determined by the coun-
cil for the period that begins July 1 
and ends June 30, 2023.   

On Jan. 25, the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors 
adopted a resolution that extended 
tenant protections through Dec. 31, 
but it will be implemented in two 
phases. The first phase, which ends 
May 31, extended the eviction 
moratorium for tenants experienc-
ing financial hardships due to 
COVID-19.  

The state has been offering a rent 
subsidy program, and more than 
1,000 Beverly Hills tenants and 
landlords have applied for assis-
tance totaling more than $25 mil-
lion. More than 600 household 
applications were approved, with 
the average household receiving 
more than $23,000, Morales said.   

She said approximately 80% of 

the applicants were very low 
income households.  

Mark Elliott, of the Beverly Hills 
Renters Alliance, lobbied for the 
council to extend the protections to 
May 31, while representatives of 
the Apartment Association of 
Greater Los Angeles requested that 
the protections end immediately.   

Councilman Lester Friedman 
said the state has lifted many 
COVID-19 restrictions, and many 
large gatherings – such as the Super 
Bowl – are being held with atten-
dees not wearing masks.   

“I think we’re at the most where 
we have to seriously look at ending 
the eviction moratorium for [indi-

viduals] other than those that are 
severely impacted, as well as the 
rent [increase] moratorium, for 
[people other than those who] are 
severely impacted,” he added.   

Friedman asked if the city still 
had funds in its rental assistance 
program. Morales said the city has 
approximately $700,000 – a figure 
that the council could increase if 
necessary.   

On May 31, city staff will present 
an amended ordinance to end the 
eviction and rent increase moratori-
um, and the council will likely 
make additional decisions on how 
to move on from the moratorium at 
that time.   

photo courtesy of Keep LA Housed 

Tenants and activists protested the possible expiration of renters protec-
tions outside the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration last fall. 

Beverly Hills extends renter protections

By AAron Blevins                 

n City Council will 
review moratorium 
again in May

https://farmersmarketla.com


Featuring the world’s leading 
galleries, Frieze Los Angeles 2022 
will showcase work from some of 
the world’s emerging artists, as 
well the most celebrated names in 
contemporary art, this weekend in 
Beverly Hills.   

Residents are invited to explore 
the best of L.A.’s vibrant art scene, 
historic moments and its most 
iconic artists, including Liz Larner, 
Arthur Jafa, Friedrich Kunath, 
Betye Saar, Kehinde Wiley and 
Samara Golden. In addition, the 
world’s best galleries will present 
a new generation of artistic talent 
for Frieze Los Angeles, including 
Issy Wood, Tourmaline and Nora 
Turato.  

However, a sculpture installa-
tion planned for Beverly Gardens 
Park and scheduled dance perfor-
mances at Greystone Mansion and 
Gardens have been cancelled. 
Frieze attributed the cancellation 
of the sculpture installation to 
shipping and labor issues, but the 
Greystone performances were can-
celled out of caution.   

“Due to the surge in 
COVID/omicron cases in January, 
Frieze and the city were reluctant 
to commit to an event that would 
have people gathering, and in 
order to develop the program, we 
had to make a decision at that time. 
Therefore, we sided with caution, 
and it was cancelled,” Jenny 
Rogers, the city’s director of com-
munity services. 

The city of Beverly Hills will 
still host events in conjunction 
with Frieze. A large-scale, multi-
screen video installation by artist 
William Wegman was unveiled 
Feb. 16 at the former Barneys New 
York building, 9570 Wilshire 
Blvd., the future site of Saks Fifth 
Avenue’s expanded Beverly Hills 
location.   

The installation, which show-
cases Wegman’s “Up Down Up” 
and “Harmonics,” will be on view 
through March 30.   

The city’s first-ever art walk 
guided tours, which will be led by 
experienced docents, will begin at 
2 p.m. on Feb. 17 at the lily pond 
at Beverly Gardens Park, 1302 
Park Way. The free event will be 

held daily through Feb. 20.   
Participants will learn about the 

city’s historic public art collection, 
which has nearly 100 pieces from 
Ai Weiwei, Ringo Starr, Tom 
Friedman, Jaume Plensa, Tony 
Smith, Alfred Jacquemart, Barry 
Flanagan, Roxy Paine and 
Magdalena Abakanowicz.  

“We are excited to offer these 
tours to the public as an opportuni-
ty to expose more people to 
Beverly Hills’ significant fine art 
collection, which is filled with art-
works from world-renowned 
artists,” said Deborah Frank, chair 
of the city of Beverly Hills Arts 
and Culture Commission. “Art 
enriches our environment and cre-
ates a situation for new experi-
ences. What better way, than a free 
public tour to offer these experi-
ences to anyone, whether a visitor 
or someone from the community?”  

Registration is required at bever-
lyhills.org/artwalk.   

Frieze Los Angeles returns with 
a new location in Beverly Hills at 
9900 Wilshire Blvd., adjacent to 
the Beverly Hilton Hotel. The fair 
will occupy a prime position 
between the Hammer Museum 
and the Wallis Annenberg Center 
for the Performing Arts.  

Frieze Los Angeles begins 
today with an invitation-only pre-
view day. The fair will be open to 
the public from Feb. 18-20. 
Limited tickets to the fair are now 

on sale.   
In accordance with L.A. County 

guidance, in order to access the 
fair, all visitors aged 2 and over 
must wear a medical-grade face 
mask and provide proof of full 
vaccination completed at least 14 
days ahead of the visit, a negative 
PCR/molecular equivalent test 
result obtained two days before 
the visit or a negative Rapid 
Antigen test result obtained within 
one day before the visit.  

Frieze has launched an app to 
complement the fair. It offers an 
interactive fair map and opportu-
nities for users to view galleries, 
as well as stay up to date on the 
latest news about the fair.  

For information, visit 
frieze.com/fairs/frieze-los-ange-
les.  
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Art takes over Beverly Hills during Frieze Week

Beverly Hills Unified School 
District students will no longer be 
required to wear masks outdoors 
after the district’s Board of 
Education on Feb. 11 broadened 
its enforcement of COVID-19 pro-
tocols to include all outdoor activ-
ities, per a county health order.   

The decision came just days 
prior to the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health 
rolling back its outdoor masking 
requirements at schools; however, 
the board held a five-minute spe-
cial meeting on Feb. 11 to unani-
mously approve the policy change.   

“We will continue to actively 
review all of our COVID protocols 
[while prioritizing] the safety of 
our school community,” President 
Mary Wells said.   

According to a press release, the 
district determined that every stu-
dent is a potential sports team par-
ticipant, and under the county’s 
youth sports health order, “when 
actively practicing, conditioning 
or competing in outdoor sports 
where social distancing is not pos-
sible, masks are required by partic-
ipants, as practicable.”   

District officials provided a 
county document that categorizes 
athletics into low-, moderate- and 
high-risk. According to the district, 
masks have not been required for 
any of the listed sports, which 
includes band, running, walking, 
hiking, cheerleading, volleyball, 
football and basketball.   

While the district will no longer 
require masks outdoors for activi-

ties such as physical education, 
recess and lunch, students can still 
wear masks if they choose. 

“The board of education strong-
ly supports all students who 
choose to continue wearing their 
mask while outside,” the release 
states.  

Vice President Noah Margo said 
the issue had been of “great” con-
cern for BHUSD families and 
staff.   

“I’m glad that we’re moving on 
from this,” he said.   

Board member Dr. Amanda 
Stern praised the unanimous 
approval, but reminded residents 
to take safety precautions when 
attending gatherings.   

“I’m really glad that we were 
able to come together with a uni-
fied front [to address] these proto-
cols,” she added.  

Board member Gabe Halimi 
said the decision was an “impor-
tant” step and reiterated that the 
district will re- evaluate COVID-
19 protocols as needed.  

“We’ll continue putting the stu-
dents first, because we’re the only 
governing body that does that,” he 
said. “It’s our responsibility to do 
so, and we stand what our respon-
sibility is.”  

On Feb. 15, the district reported 
three active staff cases and eight 
student cases, with four occurring 
at Beverly Hills High School. This 
is in stark contrast to mid-January, 
when BHUSD officials reported 
approximately 60 cases per day.   

To date, 784 student and staff 
cases have been reported for the 
school year.   

BHUSD unmasks outdoors

Notable Quotes 

“I never had an occasion to question color, therefore, I only saw 
myself as what I was … a human being.” 

Sydney Poitier  

1927-2022  

In honor of Black History Month, we recognize Sydney Poitier, 
who died January 6, 2022. He was a legend of the “Golden Age of 
Hollywood,” and was the first African American man to win the 
Academy Award for Best Actor. He also received Golden Globe 
Awards and a Grammy Award as well. Other recognitions included 
being granted knighthood by Queen Elizabeth in 1874, the Cecil B. 
De Mille Award, the Screen Actors Guild Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Poitier received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from 
President Barack Obama in 2009. 

  

*source: Inspiring Quotes  

  

By AAron Blevins                 

photo courtesy of Frieze  

Frieze Los Angeles kicks off with an invitation-only event on Feb. 17.  

By AAron Blevins                 

http://www.beverlyhills.org/departments/publicworks/transportation/bicycles/minimumgridnetwork/
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Renovations begin at Supreme store on Sunset  

photo by Carlos De Loera  

Construction began this week on the Supreme store on the Sunset Strip,
at the former Tower Records site.  

Construction began on Feb. 14
at the former Tower Records store
for an incoming Supreme store
located at 8801 Sunset Blvd.   

In a Jan. 27 community Zoom
meeting led by Aaron Green of
Afriat Consulting Group, which is
overseeing the project, the time-
line and components for the store’s
construction were discussed. The
site will remain a single-story
retail space, with portions of the
roof raised approximately four feet
and no changes to the building’s
total area. Work on the store’s
foundation will take place through
April. The interior build-out is also
set to begin this month and will
continue into July. From April to
June, roof repairs will take place,
with exterior glazing also begin-
ning in April. Construction is
scheduled to conclude in August.
The work crew’s hours of opera-
tion will be from 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Green said.   

While many of the participants
in the meeting hoped that concerns
would be addressed about store
operations, potential traffic issues
and community safety, given the
incidents that have occurred at the
Supreme Fairfax location, Green’s
focus was on construction.    

West Rubenstein, Supreme’s
senior vice president, attempted to
ease community concerns during
the meeting.   

“We don’t do pop-ups, we don’t
do flash mobs,” Rubenstein said.
“We don’t allow people to camp in

our space overnight. We have a
pretty developed system for allow-
ing people to make appointments
and we have a very regulated line
system. … We pride ourselves on
running safe, clean shops, not just
in L.A. but New York, the country
and around the world.”  

Rubenstein did not field any
questions from the meeting partic-
ipants. Representatives of
Supreme did not respond to repeat-
ed requests for further comment.  

“[Supreme] obviously doesn’t
have the infrastructure in place to
deal with all the people that will be
coming into the store, if you look
at the Fairfax location,” West
Hollywood resident Jerome Cleary
said after the lack of answers pro-
vided at the meeting. “There is
always a long line outside it. What
is Supreme going to be able to do
about those crowds? Residents
want answers.”  

Lt. Bill Moulder, of the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station, said
that the department is aware of res-
idents’ concerns regarding the
store and that they will work close-
ly with the city to “ensure success
for that business and serenity for
[the] community.”   

According to John Keho, West
Hollywood’s planning and devel-
opment services director, Supreme
was issued a ministerial permit in
the same manner that would be
provided for any applicant for a
retail store. A ministerial permit
means the store will agree to all
zoning and building standards and
not be subject to any additional
discretionary approval by a gov-
erning body. Regarding any con-
cerns about potential events held at
the store, Supreme would need to
obtain separate special event per-

mits from the city.  
A commercial permit for the

building approved on Feb. 9
allows for changes to the façade, a
lifting of 2,645 square feet of the
roof by nearly four feet, interior
renovations and the installation of
sculptural artwork.  

Community members who have
concerns about the business or
construction at the site can submit
a complaint at weho.org/code or
call the city’s code enforcement
hotline at (323)848-6516.  

n Concerns surface
over potential impacts
to neighborhood
By Carlos De loera                 

The Wilshire Rotary Club of
Los Angeles honored local volun-
teers, firefighters and police offi-
cers on Feb. 2 at its annual First
Responders Appreciation event. 

Each year, honorees who pro-
vide exceptional and distin-
guished service in the local area
are recognized by the Wilshire
Rotary Club of Los Angeles. This
year’s honorees are volunteer Lyn
Cohen, president of the First-In
Fire Foundation, a nonprofit ded-
icated to connecting communities
to local fire stations; Los Angeles
Fire Department Capt. Frank
Larez and firefighter Dana
Castro, of Fire Station 29 at 4029
Wilshire Blvd.; and Capt. Sonia

Monico and officer Joshua
Parker, of the Los Angeles Police
Department’s Wilshire Division. 

“Our annual recognition and
awards event gives us an opportu-
nity to extend our gratitude to
these deserving women and men
who serve us bravely and are an
integral part of our community,”
said Joyce Kleifield, president of
the Wilshire Rotary Club of Los
Angeles. “This year has been
extremely challenging for our
police officers and firefighters
with the ongoing pandemic, so it
is wonderful to be able to honor
them in this small way.” 

For information, visit
wilshirerotary.org. 

Wilshire Rotary recognizes 
first responders with awards

photo courtesy of the First-In Fire Foundation 

LAFD Capt. Frank Larez, left, Lyn McEwen Cohen, president of the
First-In Fire Foundation and firefighter Dana Castro joined Joyce
Kleifield, president of the Wilshire Rotary Club of Los Angeles, at the
club’s annual First Responders Appreciation event. 

https://www.malibuclothesbh.com
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Los Angeles City Council
President Nury Martinez, 6th
District, has introduced a motion to
appoint former Councilman Herb J.
Wesson to represent Los Angeles’
10th Council District. 

“With over 30 years in public ser-
vice representing the residents of
Council District 10, there is no bet-
ter choice at this time than former
Councilmember Herb Wesson,”
Martinez said. “Mr. Wesson cares
deeply about the communities he
represents and knows the district
better than anyone. The con-
stituents of Council District 10 need
a voting member who understands
their community to represent them
within Council chambers.” 

Wesson represented the 10th
District as a councilman from 2005
until December 2020. He previous-
ly served as chief of staff to former
L.A. City Councilman Nate
Holden. 

Wesson would fill the vacant seat
left by Councilman Mark Ridley-
Thomas, who 10 months into his
term was suspended from office by
the council after a 20-count indict-
ment was filed in Los Angeles fed-
eral court for federal bribery and
conspiracy charges stemming from
his time serving on the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors.
Ridley-Thomas has pleaded not
guilty and is awaiting trial. 

According to the Los Angeles
City Charter, pending trial, the
council may suspend any elected
officer who has been charged with a
criminal felony “related to a viola-
tion of official duties.” The council
may fill a vacancy by appointing a
person to hold the office for the por-
tion of the unexpired term. If con-
firmed, Wesson would hold the
office of Council District 10
through Dec. 31, or until Ridley-
Thomas is acquitted or the charges
against him are dropped. 

Currently, the district is being
overseen by a caretaker, Karly

Katona, Ridley-Thomas’ chief of
staff. Martinez chose to appoint a
voting member instead of calling
for a special election due to the
potential charter-crisis that could
ensue if residents were to elect
another council member to the seat
and Ridley-Thomas is cleared of all
charges before his term is complet-
ed.  

In 2019, following the resigna-
tion of Councilman Mitch
Englander, then-Council President
Wesson appointed former
Councilman Greig Smith to serve
as a voting member on the council. 

Ridley-Thomas previously
served two terms on the City
Council representing Council

District 8 from 1991 to 2002. He
returned for his third, final term in
2020, and it is up in 2024. The
motion states that “Mr. Ridley-
Thomas would be eligible to
resume his elected duties before the
remainder of his unexpired term
following his acquittal or when the
charges against him are dropped.”
Having served three full terms on
the council, Wesson is ineligible to
run for a council seat in the 2024
election. 

Martinez met with residents and
leaders before announcing her
appointment, many of whom sug-
gested Wesson to the appointment.
The motion requires a simple
majority to pass. 

Council may appoint Wesson in 10th District

photo courtesy of the 10th District council office

Former Los Angeles City Councilman Herb Wesson may be appointed to
represent his former district.

Los Angeles City Councilmen
Mitch O’Farrell, Paul Krekorian
and Paul Koretz, along with
Council President Nury Martinez,
on Feb. 16 led the City Council in
a unanimous vote approving a
landmark series of instructions
that will move the city forward in
a reduction of single-use plastics. 

“This is another decisive and
progressive step taken by Los
Angeles as we lead the way on
environmental restoration, and
we have set the stage for other
municipalities to follow our
lead,” said Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District, chair of the Energy,
Climate Change, Environmental
Justice and River Committee.
“[This] vote builds on several
actions we have already taken –
including reducing single-use
foodware accessories, plastic
straws on request and reducing
plastic bags – as well as our ongo-
ing ‘LA100’ plan to achieve
100% carbon-free energy by
2035.” 

The council’s action instructs
L.A. Sanitation and Environment
and other departments to report on
strategies for implementing a
phase-out of the purchase and use
of single-use plastics at city facili-
ties and city-sponsored events.
The report is expected to be com-
pleted by Earth Day, April 22. 

O’Farrell stressed the impor-
tance of involving all stakehold-
ers, including small businesses
and restaurants, in the process to
phase out single-use plastics,
emphasizing the goal of “creating
the infrastructure necessary to
build a holistic circular system,
rather than a failing linear system”
where items that are supposedly
recyclable are not recyclable at all. 

To better inform Angelenos of
important environmental news, as
well as updates from the ECCEJR
committee, O’Farrell has
launched the “Greener L.A.
Updates” electronic newsletter.
For information, visit
bit.ly/GreenerLAupdates. 

City approves steps to reduce
use of single-use plasticware

photo by Edwin Folven

The city of Los Angeles is moving forward with plans to reduce the
use of single-use plastic items at city facilities. 

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox) • (323)467-7124 
L.A. Oldest Party Store!

10% off all merchandise  
in the storewith this coupon!

 discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

BEADS! 
AND SO  

MUCH MORE TO  
“ROULEZ LES  
BON TEMPS!”

St. Patrick’s Day  
is around the corner!John O’Groats, a beloved, multi-award-winning restaurant 

based in West Los Angeles, will celebrate its 40th Anniversary 
on Saturday, February 26, 2022. The restaurant has been 
owned and managed by the Jacoby/Tyler Family since its 
inception and has been cited by dozens of top national and 
Southern California media outlets as serving “The Best 
Breakfast in Los Angeles.” 

To celebrate this milestone, John O’Groats will give each of the 
First 40 Parties to Arrive for Breakfast on the Morning of 
February 26, 2022, a $40 Gift Certificate. 

Owner and General Manager Paul Tyler has been operating 
John O’Groats on a daily basis for decades, having taken up the 
baton from his parents - Angelica and (the late) Robert Jacoby - 
who originally founded the venue on February 26, 1982. 

During the past four decades, John O’Groats has earned such 
recognitions as “One of the Best Family Restaurants in LA,” 

“Best Breakfast in Town,” “One of the Top Spots in LA for the 
Best Pancakes,” “Best Breakfast in America,” “Our Favorite 
Restaurant,” “Best Breakfast in LA,” “Best Power Breakfast in 
LA,” “Amazing Breakfasts,” “One of LA’s Best Weekday 
Breakfast Spots” and “Best Breakfast and Top 40 Dishes” by 
such prominent national media outlets as the NY Times Style 
Magazine, USA Today, Esquire Magazine, In Touch Magazine, 
and the Zagat Guide, and by such prominent Southern 
California media outlets as the Los Angeles Times, Fox 11 TV 
News, and Los Angeles Magazine. 

The venue, also a favorite breakfast and lunch stop for 
countless entertainment industry notables, has also been 
featured in several TV shows, including Jerry Seinfeld’s 
“Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee,” Larry David’s “Curb Your 
Enthusiasm,” “The New Girl,” “The Agency,” and an Oprah 
Winfrey TV Special in 2012 profiling Jonah Hill. 

Please visit: www.johnogroats.us

John O’Groats Celebrates 40th Anniversary

Photo Credit: Veronica Puleo 
John O'Groats Owner Paul Tyler, Center, with Son RJ, Wife Lisa, Daughter 
Martha and Daughter Mary

http://www.vineamericanparty.com
https://www.johnogroats.us/home


denenbergfinearts.com
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The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority will temporarily reduce
the frequency of service on many of
its bus lines, and all of its rail lines,
starting on Sunday, Feb. 20. The
goal is to provide transit customers
with more reliable and predictable
service. 

Metro has faced staffing shortages
in all areas of its operations since the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in
March 2020, resulting in daily tran-
sit service cancellations. The tempo-
rary adjustments across the Metro
system are expected to reduce the
impact of cancellations on any par-
ticular bus line or service area. 

Many bus lines will be scheduled
to run 5-10 minutes less frequently
on average than normal throughout
the day and evening. They include
Metro 720 Rapid bus, which pro-
vides service Santa Monica and
downtown Los Angeles. For a com-
plete list of bus line affected, visit
metro.net/riding/schedules. 

Metro’s busiest bus lines will still

run every 5-15 minutes on week-
days. No bus line will run less than
once every 60 minutes. Service will
begin and end at the usual times on
each route. The bus routes are not
changing. 

Rail service changes will be made
on the Red Line and Purple Line.
Trains will run every 15 minutes
instead of every 10 minutes during
peak hours. During off-peak times
and weekends, trains will run every
15 minutes instead of every 12 min-
utes. Evening service will still run
every 20 minutes. 

Riders are encouraged to use the
transit app to plan trips in advance.
The transit app is available for
download on iPhones and Android
phones. Transit riders can also deter-
mine if a bus line’s schedule is
changing by visiting
lacmta.github.io/mybus-dev. 

Metro’s Board of Directors
approved a motion on Jan. 27 setting
a goal of returning to full service lev-
els no later than June. For informa-
tion, visit metro.net. 

Metro reduces frequency
on some bus and rail lines

Metro keeps brisk pace with subway work  

photo courtesy of Metro 

Crews are working on subway station construction at Wilshire/La Brea.
Street surface restoration on Wilshire Boulevard is anticipated to begin
in April. 

Metro is continuing work on the
Purple Line Extension subway pro-
ject throughout the final weeks of
February. Construction is occurring
at many sites along Wilshire
Boulevard between the
Wilshire/Western and
Westwood/VA Hospital stations. 

At the VA Hospital campus,
crews are preparing the site of the
future subway station and relocat-
ing underground pipes through
April. Decking work over the
future station box begins in May.
Intermittent lane reductions will be
necessary on Bonsall Avenue and
Dowlen Drive. Hadley Lane will be
closed for the duration of the pro-
ject. 

In May, the decking work will
require the closure of ramps
between the VA Hospital campus
and the San Diego (405) Freeway,
with more details to be announced. 

Father east, pile installation and
excavation support will continue
on the north side of Wilshire
Boulevard between Westwood
Boulevard and Gayley Avenue. The
piles (steel beams) support the
underground walls for the future
Westwood/UCLA station. The
street was restriped and concrete K-
rail barriers are in place on Wilshire
Boulevard around work zones.
Through March 4, wells will be
installed to remove water from the
site. 

In Century City, utility work is
ongoing in February at a future
subway station near Constellation
Boulevard and Avenue of the Stars.
Excavation of the future subway
station is ongoing through mid-
2022. Partial traffic lane closures
will be required on Avenue of the
Stars. 

Work is also ongoing at the
Wilshire/Rodeo subway station in
Beverly Hills through 2024. Lane
closures will be in place on
Wilshire Boulevard between El
Camino and Crescent drives.

Geotechnical instruments are being
installed along the tunnel alignment
from Century City to La Cienega
Boulevard to monitor ground
movement, settlement and other
geological impacts during con-
struction. Each pole and instrument
will be in place for approximately
one month before being relocated. 

Farther east at the Wilshire/La
Cienega station, station appendage
construction is ongoing through
2023. Lane reductions may be nec-
essary on Wilshire Boulevard
between La Cienega and San
Vicente boulevards. Gale Drive
will be temporarily closed north of
Wilshire Boulevard through April.
Work will be conducted as needed
to support the maintenance of sub-
surface instrumentation around the
Wilshire/La Cienega Station. 

At the Wilshire/Fairfax subway
station, construction continues in a
staging yard on the south side of
Wilshire Boulevard between
Ogden Drive and Orange Grove
Avenue. The sidewalk along the
south side of Wilshire Boulevard
between Ogden Drive and Orange
Grove Avenue will be closed for
approximately one month for work
near the station entrance. Most of
the appendage construction is
anticipated to be complete by April. 

Construction also continues on a
future subway station at
Wilshire/La Brea. Lane closures
will be necessary on Wilshire
Boulevard near staging areas near
La Brea Avenue. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
Detroit Street and Highland
Avenue through April 4. Sycamore
Avenue will also be closed immedi-
ately south of Wilshire Boulevard. 

Metro is also planning an
upcoming major street restoration
project around the Wilshire/La
Brea station. From April 22
through July 11, crews will remove
decking on Wilshire Boulevard

between La Brea and Highland
avenues, which will require full
weekend closures of Wilshire
Boulevard. The work will occur
from 9 p.m. on Fridays through 6
a.m. on Mondays, and the street
will be restored for weekday com-
mutes. More details about the
street restoration process will be
released prior to construction. 

For questions and concerns
about the Purple Line Extension
project, call the 24-hour project
hotline at (213)922-6934, email the
project team at
purplelineext@metro.net, or visit
metro.net. 

https://www.bhtota.org
https://www.denenbergfinearts.com


10  February 17, 2022 Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

denenbergfinearts.com

Richard Pousette-Dart, “Intensive Crescent," 1985      

The Los Angeles City Council’s
Homelessness and Poverty
Committee advanced a motion
authored by Council President Pro
Tempore Mitch O’Farrell on Feb.
10 that aims to improve the delivery
of health and housing services at
homeless shelters and interim hous-
ing sites in Los Angeles.

“The city of Los Angeles relies
entirely on the county-managed
network to provide the most vulner-
able Angelenos with critically need-
ed services, including resources
related to mental health and sub-
stance abuse,” said O’Farrell, 13th
District. “It is quite clear that, at
least in my district, the people who
need mental health and addiction
disorder treatment are not getting
those services at all. I demand
answers as to why that is the case.
We need to do better. I want to
thank my colleagues on the

Homelessness and Poverty
Committee for moving forward so
quickly on this initiative.”

O’Farrell’s motion was seconded
by Councilman Kevin de Leon,
14th District, who is chairman of
the Homelessness and Poverty
Committee. The motion instructs a
review of the efficacy of service
delivery to all homeless shelters and
interim housing sites, including A
Bridge Home, Tiny Home Village
and Safe Parking locations, as well
as all congregate and non-congre-
gate shelters.

The city of Los Angeles does not
operate a health department and
since 1964, has relied exclusively
on Los Angeles County for the
delivery of public health services,
including mental health and sub-
stance abuse services. In October
2020, the City Council adopted a
motion by O’Farrell that instructed

a review of the city/county public
health contract dating to 1964. The
review confirmed that there is no
clear method for the city to evaluate
if the county’s service delivery is
effective.

“The city of Los Angeles has
reached a turning point where we
are creating effective short- and
long-term housing solutions for the
homelessness crisis,” de León said.
“But unless we substantively
address the ineffectiveness of the
county’s ability to deliver desper-
ately needed mental health ser-
vices and substance abuse treat-
ment, we will continue to have
thousands of people living on our
streets experiencing insufferable
conditions.”

The motion was forwarded back
to the full City Council for review
at a future date to be determined.
For information, visit cd13.com.

City Council reviews county’s homeless services

Los Angeles Sanitation and
Environment’s Watershed
Protection Program will host a free
Zoom webinar on Saturday, March
5, at 10:30 a.m. to educate home-
owners about the benefits of rain
barrels and rainwater harvesting.

In addition to rain barrel main-
tenance tips, participants will
learn about rebates available from
the city for purchasing rain bar-
rels. The webinar is open to all,
and city of Los Angeles residents
will be entered in a random draw-
ing to win a $25 home improve-
ment store gift card.

Jesse Savou, of the BlueBarrel
Rainwater Catchment System,
will provide step-by-step instruc-

tions on how to maintain rain bar-
rels at home, and will highlight
how rainwater can be used to irri-
gate lawns and minimize the
amount of water flowing into
storm drains and waterways. With
the more than seven inches of rain
in Los Angeles last December, a
1,000 square foot roof with prop-
erly installed rain barrels would
have captured more than 4,200
gallons of rainwater for irrigation.

For information on Los Angeles
Sanitation and Environment’s
Watershed Protection Program,
visit lacitysan.org/watershedpro-
tection. To register for the webi-
nar, visit march5rainbarrelwebi-
nar.eventbrite.com.

Collect water with rain barrels

Rain barrels can help residents save water for irrigation and reduce
the amount of wastewater that reaches storm drains and water-
ways.

photo courtesy of Los Angeles Sanitation and Environment

L.A. expands procurement opportunities
Mayor Eric Garcetti and the Los

Angeles Business Council have
launched the Regional Alliance
Marketplace for Procurement, a
portal that centralizes public and
private procurement opportunities.
RAMP will address procurement
reform and equitable access to con-
tracting opportunities, Garcetti said.

“Making it easier for small and
diverse businesses to have access to
more procurement opportunities
has always been a core priority to
further expand equity in our city,”
Garcetti added. “RAMP has come
together with the support of the
business community and local
organizations, and we are excited
for the new opportunities that will
be available to all types of small
businesses across the region.”

RAMP is a unique solicitation
portal designed to provide the small
business community with a central-
ized hub for contracting opportuni-
ties with the city of Los Angeles, as
well as other public and private
entities. More than $10 billion in
procurement opportunities are

expected to be available in the pro-
gram’s first year.

The initiative was made possible
through the collaboration between
Garcetti, the Los Angeles City
Council and Los Angeles business
leaders. Many of the opportunities
are for small and diverse businesses.

“More than six years ago, I initi-
ated the Comprehensive Jobs Plan,
which prioritized procurement

reform, primarily for the benefit of
small and disadvantaged business-
es,” said Councilmember Paul
Krekorian, 2nd District. “RAMP is
an extraordinary upgrade to an out-
dated system, which simplifies the
process for businesses of all kinds
to contract with the city of L.A.,
especially those that are small, local
and minority- and women-owned.”

Procurement opportunities will
be posted through RAMP on an
ongoing basis by public and private
organizations including the city of
Los Angeles, Los Angeles County
Department of Mental Health,
Metropolitan Water District, PCL
Construction, Suffolk Construction,
WSP, Burns Group, AEG, NFL, the
Los Angeles Dodgers, MUFG and
City National Bank. 

RAMP will officially launch on
Friday, Feb.18. Businesses current-
ly enrolled in Los Angeles’
Business Assistance Virtual
Network platform will be automat-
ically transferred into RAMP and
will not need to re-register. For
information, visit rampla.org.

“Making it easier
for small and

diverse businesses
to have access to
more procurement
opportunities has

always been a
core priority to 
further expand

equity in our city”

Mayor Eric Garcetti

https://www.denenbergfinearts.com
https://www.diamondfoamandfabric.com
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood 
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to con-
sider the following item: 

LOCATIONS:            8314 WILLOUGHBY  
                                 AVENUE,  
                                 West Hollywood, California; 

REQUEST: Request to subdivide a three-
story, duplex residential building 
into a common interest develop-
ment. 

PERMIT(S):              Subdivision Permit, and any 
other required permits. 

APPLICANT(S):       David Mansor, P/O Young Gen-
eration Video, Inc. 

  
TIME/PLACE            Teleconference Meeting
OF HEARING:          Thursday, March 3, 2022 at 

6:30 p.m.
                                 This meeting will be a telecon-

ferenced meeting (with detailed 
instructions for participation in-
cluded on the posted agenda). 

ZONES:                    R4B (Residential , Multi-Family 
High Density) 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS:                   Categorically exempt from Cali-

fornia Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Regulations pursuant to 
Section §15332 (In-Fill Develop-
ment Projects) 

CITY HALL is accessible by appointment only.  The 
staff report will be available on Thursday, February 24, 
2022 at www.weho.org 

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone 
else raised at the Public Hearing described in this no-
tice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the 
West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Plan-
ning & Development Services Department at, or prior 
to, the Public Hearing. 

If you require special assistance to participate in this 
meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you 
must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office 
of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours 
prior to the meeting.   

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to partici-
pate in said Public Hearing to express their opinion in 
this matter. 

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND 
WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY OF THE AGENDA 
AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER IN-
FORMATION regarding this item, contact Dereck Pu-
rificacion, Associate Planner in the Planning & 
Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; 
or via email at:  dpurificacion@weho.org

Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении про-
екта. Для дополнительной информа-
ции на русском языке звоните: 
323-848-6826.

County examines pandemic response for disabled
The Los Angeles County Board

of Supervisors approved a motion
on Feb. 15 by Supervisor Janice
Hahn, 4th District, to ensure the
county’s pandemic response and
recovery strategy prioritizes the
needs of its immunocompromised
and disabled residents.

“This virus doesn’t affect all peo-
ple equally, which means the way
we handle our response to and
recovery from it shouldn’t be a one-
size-fits-all approach,” Hahn said.
“From providing vaccinations and
rapid tests at home for residents
with disabilities to making sure the
PPE we’re giving out is appropriate
for those with visual impairments,
when it comes to ensuring all our
residents have what they need to
feel protected as we recover from
this pandemic, L.A. County should
lead the way and set the bar high.”

The motion instructs the county
departments of public health and
health services to expand access to
a variety of services needed by
immunocompromised and disabled
residents, including in-home vacci-
nations, at-home rapid and PCR
tests, appropriate personal protec-
tive equipment (such as face cover-
ings with clear see-through win-
dows) and COVID-19 educational
materials that accommodate people
who are hard of hearing or visually
impaired. It also directs the
Commission on Disabilities to
work with the Department of Aging
and Community Services on the
feasibility of creating a task force to
review the county’s COVID-19
response and recovery plans, and
provide recommendations on how
the county can better meet the
needs of immunocompromised res-

idents and residents with disabili-
ties.

“As we move forward towards a
diverse and inclusive environment,
the disability community will have
a voice,” said Carlos Benavides,
president of the Los Angeles
County Commission on
Disabilities. “This noble gesture
elevates the concept and idea of
total inclusivity regardless of one’s
functional capabilities and limita-
tions.” 

Hahn said people with disabili-
ties and chronic illnesses have dis-
proportionately higher rates of hos-
pitalization and death due to
COVID-19. The CDC reports that
90% of COVID-19 hospitalizations
occur in people with underlying
conditions, she added.

For information, visit
bos.lacounty.gov.

BHFD receives special accreditation
The Beverly Hills Fire

Department has received accredit-
ed agency status with the
Commission on Fire Accreditation
International for meeting the crite-
ria established through the CFAI’s
voluntary self-assessment pro-
gram.

The BHFD is one of only 295
agencies in the country to achieve
internationally accredited agency
status with the CFAI and the
Center for Public Safety
Excellence, Inc.

To complete the process, the
BHFD accreditation team logged
thousands of hours in preparing
requisite documents, including
addressing assessment-related
inquiries and peer team review
recommendations. The accredita-
tion team was comprised of public
safety and civilian personnel.

“With a combination of dynamic
community involvement and close
collaboration from city stakehold-
ers, we have been able to use the
Commission on Fire Accreditation
International’s process as a proac-
tive mechanism to plan for the
future of this agency and locate
areas where we can improve on the

quality of the services we provid-
ed,” BHFD Fire Chief Greg Barton
said.

There are only 23 accredited
agencies in the state of California.
The CFAI process is voluntary and
provides agencies with a model to
assess and improve service deliv-

ery and performance. Fire depart-
ments work with peers from other
agencies to evaluate their complet-
ed self-assessment.

For information, visit
cpse.org/accreditation and bever-
lyhills.org/departments/firedepart-
ment.

The Beverly Hills Fire Department has been recognized by the
Commission on Fire Accreditation International.

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

Beverlywood man sentenced for film rights scam
A Beverlywood resident was

sentenced on Feb. 14 to 240
months in federal prison for operat-
ing a Ponzi scheme that generated
at least $650 million using bogus
claims that investors’ money would
be used to acquire licensing rights
to films that HBO and Netflix pur-
portedly had agreed to distribute
abroad.

Zachary Joseph Horwitz, 35,
was sentenced by United States
District Judge Mark C. Scarsi, who
also ordered Horwitz to pay
approximately $230.3 million in
restitution to victims.

Prosecutors said Horwitz raised
millions of dollars from investors,
many of whom were personal
friends, based on false claims that
their money would be used to
acquire film distribution rights,
which then would be profitably
licensed to online platforms such
as Netflix and HBO. But the whole
business was a lie, according to
federal prosecutors. Horwitz’s
company neither acquired film
rights nor entered into any distribu-
tion agreements with HBO or
Netflix, authorities said.

Instead of using the funds to
acquire films and arrange distribu-

tion deals, Horwitz operated his
company, 1inMM Capital, as a
Ponzi scheme, using victims’
money to repay earlier investors
and to fund his own lavish lifestyle,
including the purchase of a $6 mil-
lion Beverlywood residence, luxu-
ry cars and travel by private jet,
according to the sentencing memo-
randum.

Horwitz defrauded five groups
of private investors, but he knew
the entities derived funds from
individual investors, prosecutors
said. Throughout the scheme,
Horwitz raised at least $650 mil-
lion from more than 250 individu-
als who invested directly or indi-
rectly in 1inMM Capital.

In late 2019, 1inMM Capital
began defaulting on all of its out-
standing promissory notes. To date,
Horwitz, through 1inMM Capital,
remains in default to investors on a
total outstanding principal of
approximately $230 million.

Horwitz’s scheme began in 2014
and lasted until the FBI arrested
him in April 2021. During that
time, Horwitz, through 1inMM
Capital, entered into hundreds of
six-month and 12-month promisso-
ry notes with investors. The funds

supplied in each note were sup-
posed to provide money for
1inMM Capital to acquire the
rights to a specific film, and each
note was supposed to be repaid
using profits from licensing film
rights to Netflix or HBO. The
promissory notes guaranteed
repayment on a specified maturity
date, as well as the amount to be
paid at maturity, which included
investment returns ranging from
25% to 44%.

To give investors a sense of
security, Horwitz furnished them
with purported film license agree-
ments between 1inMM Capital and
sales agents for production compa-
nies, as well as purported distribu-
tion agreements with Netflix and
HBO. Investors started to complain
after 1inMM Capital began
defaulting on notes in 2019. In
response, Horwitz falsely reas-
sured investors that missed pay-
ments on promissory notes were
caused by the streaming platforms,
and that payment on the notes
would resume. To support the false
excuses, Horwitz sent the investors
fabricated emails and text mes-
sages using the identities of actual
employees of HBO and Netflix.

https://www.weho.org
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Outside cut 
With this ad only through 2/23/22

6333 W. Third St. 323.938.5131  

www.marcondas.com 
Family Owned in the  

Original Farmers Market for 80 Years

Piedmontese Skirt Steak 

$16.49/lb.
2-pack

Circa55 Streets of
Picasso

To celebrate Frieze Week, The
Beverly Hilton has created an art-

inspired cocktail at Circa55. Through
Feb. 20, order a Streets of Picasso
with Johnnie Walker High Rye,
Carpano Antica vermouth, fresh
lemon, simple syrup, egg whites,
Regan’s orange bitters and Angostura
bitters. The cocktail is beautifully gar-
nished with blue candied beads and
dried blood orange. Guests staying
overnight in the newly renovated
Wilshire Tower will receive tickets to
attend Frieze Los Angeles. 9876
Wilshire Blvd. (310)274-7777.

The Wayfarer DTLA
Lover’s Lane Tea

Enjoy a traditional high tea at
The Wayfarer DTLA through

Feb. 20, from 2 to 6 p.m. with tea,

scones, finger sandwiches, pastries
and chocolate covered strawberries.
The cost is $50 per person. Add a
unique tea cocktail for $16. 813 S.
Flower St. (213)285-4400.

Bourbon Steak wine
series
Chef Michael Mina’s American

steakhouse at The Americana
on Brand offers some of the best
steak and seafood, and one of the
most extensive wine selections in
Los Angeles. Newly appointed
sommelier Sierrah Gonzalez, along
with master sommelier Jeremy
Shanker, have created an approach-
able and elegant wine and meal
pairing for a special dinner on Feb.
23 showcasing two powerhouses
from down under – Penfolds Wine
and Westholme Australian wagyu.
Chef Dennis Bernardo has curated
a five-course tasting menu focused
on wagyu beef from Queensland,
Australia, with each course paired

with Penfold wines. The menu
includes beef tenderloin carpaccio,
oxtail ravioli en brodo, braised beef
cheek and a Wagyu duo of flat iron
and short rib, with pours of iconic
Aussie shiraz. Dine in a luxurious
setting while enjoying the ultimate
steak and wine culinary adventure.
Guests can also bring bottles from
their collection to contribute to an
engaging discussion. The one-night
special dinner is $175 per person.
237 S. Brand Blvd. (818)839-4130.

Trejo’s Cantina 
special margarita

Celebrate National Margarita
Day and Taco Tuesday on

Feb. 22 with top-shelf margaritas.
Trejo’s Tacos will be kicking off a
Lobos 1707 collaboration with an
after-hours event at Trejo’s Tacos’
Hollywood Cantina. Guests will
enjoy Lobos 1707 tastings, a DJ,
tacos and margaritas. Tickets are
$20 and include entry and a
watermelon-jalapeño margarita
made with Lobos 1707 available
at Trejo’s Tacos’ Hollywood
Cantina from Feb. 22-March 1.
1556 N. Cahuenga Blvd.
(323)461-8226.

Grilled center cut pork chops are among the dishes offered on a limit-
ed-time menu available on Feb. 22 from 2:22 to 9 p.m.

photo courtesy of NORMS

NORMS is offering a new spe-
cial on Feb. 22, with dinner

for two for $22.22 from 2:22 to 9
p.m. Choose two meals from
NORMS’ new limited-time menu
including grilled or blackened
salmon, grilled pork chops, fish

and chips, chicken tenders and the
Cowboy T-Bone. Add soup and
salad for an additional $2.22. The
special is available for dine-in,
carry-out and online orders. 470
N. La Cienega Blvd. (310)657-
8333.

NORMS special dinner

https://farmersmarketla.com
https://marcondas.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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Margarita Day at The
Rooftop by JG

On Feb. 22, celebrate National
Margarita Day with al fresco

views of Beverly Hills and
Hollywood at The Rooftop by JG.
The bar is serving ginger margaritas
made with fresh ginger and lime
juice, Casamigos Reposado Tequila
and Cointreau. Chef Jean-Georges
Vongerichten’s menu includes tor-
tilla chips and guacamole to enjoy
with margaritas, as well as lobster
burgers and tuna tartare. 9850
Wilshire Blvd. (310)860-6566.

Justin Wines Night

On Friday, Feb. 25, dine outside
at Beachside Restaurant & Bar

overlooking Mother’s Beach and sip
a variety of award-winning Justin
Wines. Executive Chef Victor
Morales is preparing an exclusive
five-course tasting menu. The dinner
is $150 per person and includes tax
and gratuity. Winery members and
guests can save 20% or more on
room reservations by using the code
JBWINE. 4175 Admiralty Way,
Marina del Rey. (310)823-5333.

Enjoy President’s 
Day Weekend! 

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market •  3rd & Fairfax 
 (323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

Indoor Dining  
& Patio Open! 

Open for Breakfast, 
Lunch & Dinner

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax

MARKETTAVERNLA.COM

English Pub Fare 
Full Bar 
Beer on Tap

Shine Water offers vitamins, minerals and electrolytes to support health
and hydration.

photo courtesy of Shine Water

Shine Water, developed by
FDA-certified physician

Philip Davis, is an antioxidant
with vitamins, minerals and elec-
trolytes, and is the only ready-to-
drink hydration beverage with
100% of the recommended daily
value of vitamin D. The beverage
supports bone health, immune
function and athletic performance,
offering magnesium, zinc, potas-
sium and calcium without sugar or
artificial ingredients. Shine Water
comes in mixed berry acai, straw-

berry lemon, coconut lime, peach
mango, pomegranate grape, kiwi
cucumber and watermelon black-
berry flavors. Shine Water is certi-
fied kosher, diabetic friendly,
vegan, keto and gluten-free. For
every bottle sold, the company
donates a portion of sales to
OneWorld Health, an organization
supporting health care in develop-
ing African and Central American
countries. Shine Water is available
online and at Target, 7-Eleven and
other retailers. shinewater.com.

Shine Water enhances wellbeing

Du-par’s 2-22-22 special
On Tuesday, February 22,

from 6:30 a.m. until 9:22 a.m.,
Du-par’s will be serving a break-
fast special for $2.22. The Blue
Plate Hot Cake Sandwich
includes two hot cakes, one egg,
bacon or turkey links and coffee.

The special is valid only for
dine-in on February 22 until the
9:22 a.m. cut-off time. Du-par’s
is located at the Original Farmers
Market at 3rd and Fairfax. Call
(323)933-8446 for more infor-
mation. 

Enjoy Du-par’s famous hot cakes with their $2.22 breakfast special.
photo by Francis Tario

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
https://markettavernla.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
Feb. 6 
 
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 200 
block of N. Rodeo. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 400 block of N. 
Rodeo at 4:15 p.m. 
 
At 4:40 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 400 
block of N. Rodeo. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 200 block of S. Canon at 11 
p.m. 
 
Feb. 7 
 
At 1:14 a.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs in 
the 100 block of N. Gale. 
 
Feb. 8 
 
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 100 block 
of N. La Cienega at 8 a.m. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 100 block of 
Hamilton at 5:18 p.m. 
 
At 5:53 p.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs 
near the corner of Foothill and 
Civic Center. 
 
Feb. 9 
 
At 6:17 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 300 
block of S. Linden. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8900 block of 
Wilshire at 12:26 a.m. 
 
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
800 block of Greenway. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Wilshire 
and Beverly at 5:31 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., a vandalism incident 
was reported in the 400 block of 
Smithwood. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 600 block of 
Walden at 10:30 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a commercial burglary 
in the 200 block of S. La Cienega. 
 
Feb. 10 
 
At 1:56 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 100 
block of S. Robertson. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 9800 block of 
Wilshire at 5:56 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a garage in the 9500 
block of Brighton. 
 
Feb. 11 
 
At 6:05 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Rodeo and Santa Monica. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 400 block of N. 
Bedford at noon. 
 
A 12:37 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
9600 block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 9500 block of 
Wilshire at 5:58 p.m. 
 
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
200 block of Wetherly. 
 
Feb. 12 
 
At 3:33 a.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs 
near the corner of Rodeo and 
Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 400 block of N. 
Canon at 4:20 p.m. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
Feb. 6 
 
At 1:04 a.m., five vehicles were 
burglarized in the 8100 block of 
Norton. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of 
Havenhurst at 1:26 a.m. 
 
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8900 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
A vehicle burglary was reported in 
the 8100 block of Norton at 1:03 
p.m. 
 
At 1:35 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 8500 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7800 block of 
Santa Monica at 2 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8500 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8900 block of 
Santa Monica at 5:35 p.m. 
 
At 6:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8800 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8600 block of Santa 
Monica at 9 p.m. 
 
At 9:30 p.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 900 block of 
N. Kings. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 8500 block of 
Sunset at 11:35 p.m. 
 
At midnight, an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1300 block of Havenhurst. 
 
Feb. 7 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7600 block of 
Beverly at 12:05 a.m. 
 
At 12:20 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 

8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 400 block of S. San 
Vicente at 2:45 a.m. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of 
N. Detroit at 3 a.m. 
 
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6000 
block of Hollywood. 
 
At 11:15 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
8500 block of Melrose. 
 
At 1:02 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 500 
block of N. Vista. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1100 block of N. 
La Brea at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Feb. 8 
 
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
7900 block of Third. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 8700 block of 
Beverly at 2 a.m. 
 
At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Curson and Santa 
Monica. 
 
Feb. 9 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 6000 block of 
Willoughby at 1 p.m. 
 
At 4:10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1100 
block of N. Vista. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 900 block of 
N. Kings at 4:30 p.m. 
 
At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6800 
block of Sunset. 
 
At 10:57 p.m., two vehicle burglar-
ies were reported in the 7200 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
Feb. 10 
 
An attempted burglary was report-
ed in the 1000 block of N. Wilton at 
8:15 a.m. 
 
At noon, an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An attempted burglary was report-
ed in the 1500 block of N. Fairfax 
at 1:50 p.m. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim during 
a domestic violence incident in the 
8800 block of Sunset at 5:15 p.m. 
 
At 6:42 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 900 
block of N. Western. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Melrose and West 
Knoll. 
 
Feb. 11 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8600 block of Sunset at 
5:50 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft near the 
corner of Robertson and Santa 
Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8900 block of 
Santa Monica at 11:30 p.m. 
 
Feb. 12 
 
At 11:50 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the 
800 block of Palm. 

A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 9000 block of Phyllis at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
At midnight, an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
Feb. 6 
 
At 12:15 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 6700 block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 100 block of 
N. Edinburgh at 1:30 a.m. 
 
At 3:05 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 400 
block of S. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 200 block of 
S. Vista at 8 a.m. 
 
At 2:40 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Melrose and Poinsettia. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 8500 block of 
Beverly at 3 p.m. 
 
At 3:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 6500 block 
of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the in the 1000 block 
of S. Hudson at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Feb. 7 
 
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6000 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 100 block of N. La 
Cienega at 7 a.m. 
 
At 5:05 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 400 
block of S. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of De 
Longpre and Gower at 6 p.m. 
 
At 6:05 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 6900 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
Selma and McCadden at 7 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
200 block of N. Irving. 
 
Feb. 8 
 
At 4:45 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1200 block of N. Sycamore. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1700 block of 
N. Highland at 2 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
400 block of N. Alta Vista. 
 
Feb. 9 
 
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 1600 block of N. Fuller. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 5500 block of Wilshire at 
2:30 a.m. 
 
At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1700 block of N. Highland. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 6000 block of Hollywood 
at 3:25 a.m. 
 
At 8:40 a.m., an unknown suspect 

assaulted a victim in the 6600 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1100 block of N. 
La Brea at 9:45 a.m. 
 
At 10:10 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim near the 
corner of Fountain and La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of 
N. June at 11:07 a.m. 
 
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
700 block of S. Norton. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7600 block of 
Hollywood at 4 p.m. 
 
At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6800 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 1600 block of Ivar at 
12:50 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8200 block of Third. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 8100 block of 
Third at 9:30 p.m. 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Sept. 13 and Sept. 19. The information was compiled from 
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: 
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

http://kramerlaw.biz
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One of the best places to people
watch at the Original Farmers
Market is the El Granjero Cantina.
With National Margarita Day on
Feb. 22, it’s an ideal place to sip a
margarita while enjoying a plate of
fiesta nachos.

El Granjero Cantina founder
John Moshay, who co-owns nearby
Fritzi Coop with chef Neal Frazer
(Redbird and Vibiana), secured the
space formerly occupied by
Ulysses Voyage. They put together
a dream team including the person-
able Grace Whaley (Redbird and
Pizzeria Mozza) as general manag-
er, talented chef Jenni Skylar creat-
ing appealing Mexican fare, and
creative cocktail consultant Tobin
Shea, who curated a list of tequilas
and mezcals to make fun and
frothy frozen margaritas, classic
and specialty margaritas, and cock-
tails.

Fraser’s wife, Amy Knoll Fraser,
designed the interior. She decorat-
ed two interior walls with playful
bold yellow, orange, red and sea
foam green stripes. Fraser drew
inspiration from trips to Mexico
City, creating a casual yet cos-
mopolitan ambiance. A bright
mural on the outside walls was
inspired by traditional Mexican
Otomi embroidery with a nod to
Matisse, and the woodwork
throughout the restaurant was
thoughtfully designed with hickory
by Moshay’s son, designer Ned
Moshay.

Sitting on the patio on a recent
Friday evening, our server Max

recommended we start with mar-
garitas and guacamole. Tables
receive thick and crunchy tortilla
chips and a bowl of brick-red salsa
made with tomatoes, scallions and
smoky peppers pureed until
smooth. It’s an addictive salsa
recipe – I dare you to stop at just
one taste. The delicious guacamole
is made with only four green ingre-
dients – avocados, lime juice,
cilantro and green onions.

The small inside bar with color-
ful stripes has four stools where
guests can watch margaritas and
cocktails being shaken. Order a
classic margarita with a choice of
tequila or mezcal, and Cointreau,
lime juice and citrus agave. They
also make a skinny margarita,
Cadillac margarita and a pretty
pink pomegranate flavor made
with verde mezcal, Grand Marnier,
grapefruit, pomegranate and lime
juice.

Those seeking a classic cocktail
may want to try a tropical mai-tai
with a Mexican twist made with
tequila and aged rum, lime juice,

passionfruit and a sprinkle of cin-
namon.

Draft beer and bottled beer and
wines by the glass are available.

Chef Skylar’s menu features a
handful of antojitos, ensaladas,
quesadillas and enchiladas, plus a
variety of tacos, burritos and
bowls. We first ordered her fork-
and-knife Caesar salad, which
arrived on a long plate with whole
crisp romaine leaves topped with
cured egg yolk, toasted sunflower
seeds and crunchy breadcrumbs.
The Caesar salad is definitely more
elevated than those served at most
Mexican restaurants.

Skylar previously worked with
Suzanne Goin at Lucques, and in
catering at Whoa Nellie. That
experience shined through with the
Caesar and other dishes to follow.

We were wowed by her crispy
golden tomatillo chicken and
cheese tacos served with a gener-
ous amount of sour cream, salsa
verde and a sprinkling of cotija
cheese. Two tacos are served per
plate with black beans and green
herbed rice, reminding me of a
delicious taquito.

Next, two seared fish tacos
arrived on housemade corn tor-
tillas. I appreciate the double layer
of tortillas, which prevents the
tacos from falling apart. The fish
was topped with a slightly spicy
cabbage slaw and avocado sauce
drizzled on top. Fresno chiles and a
bottle of Tajin are available to add

more heat and flavor for those who
desire extra spiciness.

A nearby table ordered the fiesta
nachos, and it looked like a party
on a plate. Thick tortilla chips are
smothered with guajillo cheese
sauce. Throughout the layers are
sliced Fresno chiles, black olives,
chopped onions, salsa verde and
pico de gallo, and a sprinkle of
cheese for melting. Dollops of cool
sour cream are added on top.
Diners can add carnitas, braised
beef, tomatillo, chicken or soyrizo
for an additional $5.

I also enjoyed a seared fish bowl
with herbed rice. Diners can substi-
tute cauliflower rice if they prefer.
On top was chopped romaine let-
tuce and marinated kale, and a gen-
erous portion of grilled mahi-mahi
and a pleasing and earthy aji verde.

This is a slightly spicy green sauce
usually made with cilantro,
jalapeños and a little mayonnaise
and Parmesan. Chef Skylar adds a
pop of red color to the bowl with
pickled red onions.

For dessert, we ordered a bowl
of piping hot caramelized plantains
enhanced with brown sugar, con-
densed milk and strawberry jam.
We asked if we could have a scoop
of vanilla ice cream to cool down
the sweet treat.

Visit during happy hour every
Monday through Friday from 3-6
p.m. for $9 food items and $5
Modelos on draft. El Granjero
Cantina opens at 11:30 a.m. on
weekdays and 10 a.m. on week-
ends. 6333 W. Third St. $$
(324)879-9324, cantinala.com.

Sip away National Margarita Day
at El Granjero Cantina

El Granjero Cantina serves delectable Mexican fare with a festive
ambiance.

photo by Jill Weinlein

By Jill Weinlein

Celebrate President’s Day!

Available For A 
LimitedTime!

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Order Direct  
or from  
Chow Now 
Postmates 
DoorDash 
Uber Eats

In the Original Farmers Market •  3rd & Fairfax 
 (323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

Flag Pie!

National Cherry Pie Day! 
February 20

Food coalition fundraiser held
The Tequila and Take-Out Party

at Genghis Cohen was held on Feb.
11 and raised money to benefit the
Hollywood Food Coalition, whose
community dinner program pro-
vides more than 200 members of
the community with their most
pressing needs each night.

DJ Mark Ronson took to the
stage alongside his wife, actress
Grace Gummer, and her sister,
Mamie Gummer. Members of Wu-
Tang Clan dropped in for the party,
and after requesting a song at the
end of DJ Politik’s set, surprised the
crowd with an impromptu perfor-
mance of some of their greatest
hits.

Since 1987, the Hollywood Food
Coalition has served Los Angeles’
most vulnerable residents by pro-
viding meals along with access to
basic daily needs, such as clothing,

backpacks, sleeping bags and
hygiene items, as well as assistance
and referrals for housing and unem-
ployment. T

Once a week, the UCLA mobile
clinic visits to provide medical
treatment and assistance. Other
community partners provide other
services, such as showers, haircuts,
connections to housing and mental
health care services, as well as pro-
fessional services like financial
mentorship and tax filing support. 

Additionally, the coalition’s
community exchange program,
born during the pandemic, is a free,
concierge food service aimed at
providing small- to medium-sized
social service nonprofits the food
they need. Since its inception, the
exchange has rescued and distrib-
uted more than 2 million pounds of
food. 

Mathematics from the Wu-Tang Clan made a surprise appearance dur-
ing the event.

photo courtesy of the Hollywood Food Coalition

http://dupars.net/Store/


16  February 17, 2022 Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Locally owned & operated since 1925. 
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts 

• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood 
(323)469-2981 

www.supremeroofing.com

Full Serivce Residential and  
Commercial Roofer

Rainy  
Season  
is here!

Call Now!

Hollywood Bowl prepares for centennial season
The Los Angeles Philharmonic

Association has announced the
2022 Hollywood Bowl season, cel-
ebrating a century of performances
at one of the world’s most iconic
venues. The centennial season
offers a mix of beloved traditions
and history-making innovations,
tributes to legendary figures of the
Bowl’s past and contemporary
stars, jazz and popular music per-
formances, and 34 evenings under
the stars with the Los Angeles
Philharmonic, including 10 led by
LA Phil music and artistic director
Gustavo Dudamel.

“The Hollywood Bowl is much
more than the summer home of the
Los Angeles Philharmonic. For a
hundred years, it has been a testa-
ment to live music’s power to create
community, uniting people from all
walks of life in a shared experience
like no other,” LA Phil CEO Chad
Smith said. “Thanks to the vision of
Gustavo Dudamel and the collabo-
ration of an astonishing roster of
guest artists, our centennial season
will celebrate the enduring spirit of
the Hollywood Bowl and every-
thing this magical place has meant
to generations of musicians and

music lovers alike.”
“There is truly no place like the

Hollywood Bowl,” Dudamel
added. “Nothing can compare to the
feeling of performing there on a
summer night, as our sound seems
to pour out from the hills to the
thousands of music lovers spread
before us, gathered from every-
where in Los Angeles and around
the world. We dedicate our pro-
grams in this 100th season to all the
people who have made the
Hollywood Bowl a part of their
lives, year after year, and to the new
generation, on our stage and in our
audience, that is going to carry the
magic of this place far into the
future.”

Season highlights include “A
Summer of Stars.” Many of the
biggest names in entertainment are
scheduled to appear at the
Hollywood Bowl during its centen-
nial season including Kenny
Loggins with Jim Messina (July 15-
16), Ricky Martin with the LA Phil
and Dudamel (July 22-23), Boyz II
Men and TLC (July 29), John
Fogerty (July 30), a-ha with the
Hollywood Bowl Orchestra and
principal conductor Thomas

Wilkins (July 31), Sheryl Crow and
Keb’ Mo’ (Aug. 3), the Gipsy Kings
featuring Nicolas Reyes (Aug. 19-
20), Diana Ross (Aug. 26-27),
Duran Duran with fireworks (Sept.
9, 10 and 11), Pink Martini (Sept.
14), Lang Lang (Sept.15), Grace
Jones and CHVRCHES (Sept. 25)
and Pentatonix (Sept. 29).

Annual traditions will also light
up the Hollywood Bowl including
the July 4th Fireworks Spectacular
(July 2, 3 and 4) featuring Steve
Martin and Martin Short, the Steep
Canyon Rangers and Jeff Babko
with the LA Phil led by Wilkins.
The Tchaikovsky Spectacular (Aug.
12-13) will include violinist Joshua
Bell and the USC Trojan Marching
Band joining conductor Bramwell
Tovey and the LA Phil. The Bowl
will also host the annual Broadway
musical “Kinky Boots” (July 8, 9
and 10) featuring an all-star cast.

The season will include music
and film presentations, three
Maestro of the Movies programs
celebrating John Williams (Sept. 2,
3 and 4) and the annual Sing-A-
Long Sound of Music with host
Melissa Peterman (Sept.17).
Concerts paying tribute to musical
legends from the Bowl’s history
include Billie Eilish and Debbie
Harry saluting Peggy Lee and
Frank Sinatra (July 27), an evening
of Rachmaninoff with soloist
Nobuyuki Tsujii and the LA Phil
(Aug. 16) and Itzhak Perlman as
soloist and conductor in a program
of works by Bach (Sept. 13).
ABBA The Concert returns to the
Bowl on Sept. 24.

The annual Jazz at the Bowl pro-
grams will run throughout the sum-
mer, beginning with the Hollywood
Bowl Jazz Festival on June 25 and
26. The 100th season showcases the
range of Dudamel’s talent in every
musical genre throughout the sum-
mer.

For tickets and a full schedule of
events at the Hollywood Bowl, call
(323)850-2000, or visit hollywood-
bowl.com.

The 100th season at the Hollywood Bowl will include concerts, film pro-
grams and fireworks.

photo by Edwin Folven

Academy names hosts for upcoming Oscars ceremony
The Academy for Motion Picture

Arts and Sciences has announced
that Regina Hall, Amy Schumer
and Wanda Sykes will host the 94th
Academy Awards ceremony on
Sunday, March 27, at 5 p.m. It will
be the first time the three actresses
have hosted the ceremony.

“This year’s show is all about
uniting movie lovers. It’s apropos
that we’ve lined up three of the most
dynamic, hilarious women with
very different comedic styles,” show
producer Will Packer said. “I know
the fun Regina, Amy and Wanda
will be having will translate to our
audience as well. Many surprises are
in store. Expect the unexpected.”

Award-nominated actor and pro-
ducer Hall will star in the upcoming
“Master,” on which she also served
as executive producer. Hall is also a

producer and star of “Honk for
Jesus, Save Your Soul,” recently
appeared in the series “Nine Perfect
Strangers” and starred in the feature
film “Girls Trip.”

“We want people to get ready to
have a good time,” Hall added. “It’s
been a while.”

Schumer is an Emmy, Peabody
and Critics Choice Award-winning
comedian, actor, writer, producer
and director. She is a writer, direc-
tor, executive producer and star of
the upcoming comedy series “Life
and Beth,” and starred in “The
Humans,” “I Feel Pretty” and
“Trainwreck,” which she also
wrote.

Sykes is an Emmy-winning
writer, comedian, actor and produc-
er. She created the comedy series
“The Upshaws” and can be seen in

the upcoming series “History of the
World, Part II.” Her credits also
include the stand-up special
“Wanda Sykes: Not Normal,” “The
Other Two” and “Monster-in-Law.”

“We’re invigorated by Will’s
vision for this year’s Oscars: cele-
brating movie lovers alongside
moviemakers and spotlighting fan
favorites that prove how cinema
can unite us all,” Academy presi-
dent David Rubin and Academy
CEO Dawn Hudson said in a state-
ment. “Hosting this star-studded
party are three powerful, funny
women inviting us to laugh and
cheer for the year’s best and bright-
est in film.”

The 94th Oscars will be held at
the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood
and will be televised live on ABC.
For information, visit oscars.org.

Virtual program celebrates Black History Month
Forest Lawn will honor Black

History Month with a virtual cele-
bration of the performing arts on
Saturday, Feb. 19, at 7 p.m., via
Facebook Live.

The presentation celebrates Black
history and culture and features per-
formers starring in renditions of cul-
tural productions. The annual event
brings together celebrated Black per-
formers through a collaboration with
SunPhillage Productions. The

evening features musical selections
by cast members of “Hamilton,” the
choral group Tonality, performer Ash
Lawson, the female tap-dance band
Syncopated Ladies and dancers from
the Debbie Allen Dance Academy.
Hosted by actor and director Etienne
Maurice, the celebration includes a
keynote speeches by singer Ebony
Fay and the Rev. Pamela Broadous.

“A Celebration of the Performing
Arts brings together Los Angeles tal-

ent from across genres and across the
county,” said Forest Lawn’s Senior
vice president of marketing Rodolfo
Saenz. “The show will inspire people
of all ages and backgrounds to con-
nect with their creative sides and cel-
ebrate Black history, all from the
comfort of their homes.” 

Streaming is available live via
Forest Lawn’s Facebook page, face-
book.com/forestlawn. For informa-
tion, visit forestlawn.com.

The Los Angeles Chamber will perform works by Mozart and Dvořák
on Feb. 24.

photo courtesy of LACO

The Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra’s Westside Chamber
Series will showcase two chamber
works on Thursday, Feb. 24, at
7:30 p.m. at the Broad Stage in
Santa Monica.

The orchestra will perform
Mozart’s Divertimento for String
Trio, considered among his finest
chamber works, and Dvořák’s
majestic Serenade for Winds, Op.
44, referencing folk and tradi-
tional Czech music. Featured
artists include Tereza Stanislav,
violin; Robert Brophy, viola;

Armen Ksajikian and Trevor
Handy, cello; Geoffrey Osika,
bass; Claire Brazeau and
Adrienne Malley, oboe; Joshua
Ranz and Chris Stoutenborough,
clarinet; Damian Montano and
Judith Farmer, bassoon; and
Michael Thornton, Kristy
McArthur Morrell and Julia
Pilant, horn.

Tickets are $58. The Broad
Stage is located at 1310 11th
Street, Santa Monica. For infor-
mation and tickets, call (213)622
7001 ext. 1, or visit laco.org.

LACO performs chamber music concert

‘Masters of the American West’
returns to the Autry Museum

The Autry Museum of the
American West presents its annual
“Masters of the American West” art
exhibition and sale, which is cur-
rently open to the public for view-
ing. The art sale weekend will be
held on Friday and Saturday, Feb. 25
and 26, and includes an artists’
reception, artist talks, awards pre-
sentation, fixed-price art sale and
after-sale soiree.

Proceeds from “Masters of the
American West” support the Autry’s
diverse exhibitions, public programs
and educational initiatives for teach-
ers and students. The prestigious
exhibition and sale, which is cele-
brating its 25th anniversary, show-
case paintings and sculptures by
nationally recognized artists such as
George Carlson, G. Russell Case,
Glenn Dean, Tammy Garcia, Logan
Maxwell Hagege, Jeremy Lipking,
Ed Mell, Terri Kelly Moyers and
Billy Schenck. This year’s programs

also includes artists Teresa Elliott
and R. Tom Gilleon.

“’Masters of the American West’
continues the time-honored artistic
traditions borne of the era of expan-
sion, including storytelling and the
representation of the West’s many
cultures and histories,” said Amy
Scott, executive vice president for
research and interpretation and
Marilyn B. and Calvin B. Gross
Curator of Visual Arts for the muse-
um. “We are glad that this year’s edi-
tion will be live and in person once
again, and that our collectors, artists
and the general public will be able to
convene amongst and between these
magnificent works as we celebrate
the 25th annual ‘Masters of the
American West’ together.”

All events and the exhibition will
take place at the Autry Museum,
4700 Western Heritage Way, in
Griffith Park. For information, visit
theautry.org.

https://supremeroofing.net
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Return of ‘Boba Fett’ isn’t that bad, so calm down

Boba Fett (Temuera Morrison) and Fennec Shand (Ming-Na Wen) have
their hand full facing opponents in “The Book of Boba Fett.”

photo courtesy of Disney+

When beloved antihero Boba
Fett arrived in “The Mandalorian’s”
season two, complete with a season
finale teaser for a spinoff, the path
forward seemed bright. But hope
for “Star Wars” live-action series,
all streaming on Disney+, began to
dim for plenty of fans.

Instead of a sure-fire hit, “The
Book of Boba Fett” is a mess, a ran-
dom shuffle of tones, disconnected
elements and characters. It’s fan
service at the expense of the story at
hand. Still, the power of these char-
acters and this expanding universe
can’t entirely undo all the work
leading to this point.

Things start simply enough. The
former bounty hunter who struck a
deal with Darth Vader to capture
Han Solo serves no master.
Temuera Morrison, originally
Jango Fett in “Attack of the
Clones,” portrays a stoic, noble
Boba. With Jabba the Hutt now
gone, his empire is up for grabs.

Across seven episodes, Boba and
a trusted master assassin, Fennec

Shand (Ming-Na Wen), struggle to
maintain control against other
Hutts, along with a host of local and
intergalactic crime lords.

But that storyline feels like an
afterthought, a disjointed obligation
to move things forward while the
heart of the series, at least for five
episodes, is stuck in the past. While
Boba heals from various injuries in
a special pod, his dreams send him
back to the moment after he fell
into a sarlacc pit in “Return of the
Jedi.”

From there, he encounters a
unique tribe of Tuskens who help
him recover and mold him into
something else. What that is, who
he becomes, sets the tone for this
iteration of Boba Fett. “The
Mandalorian” already gave the fan-
dom a bounty hunter who mostly
remains masked. “The Book of
Boba Fett” decidedly traverses new
territory.

In theory, it should all work, but
plenty of hiccups transpire. To start,
the flashbacks dominate too much

time, eating up much of the present
conflict. Then Boba’s story comes
to a complete halt for two episodes
(he doesn’t even appear in one of
them). And a few characters seem
more suited for a cyberpunk Netflix
series than part of the “Star Wars”
canon.

The final episode also features a
ridiculous moment rightfully
dragged across all corners of the
web: a character executes an unnec-
essary 360-spin to shoot a blaster.
Roast away. It’s bad. Real bad.

“Star Wars” has never been per-
fect. No franchise can claim that.
“Star Trek” bottoms out with “The
Final Frontier,” Marvel with “Thor:
The Dark World” and Bond with
“Die Another Day.” So rather than

defend “Book” by declaring it the
best, let’s be honest: it’s hardly top
tier “Star Wars” content, but it’s
sure better than all the lows of other
franchises that hit a snag.

Certainly folks expected a more
mysterious Boba Fett, like the fig-
ure from the original trilogy. But
that mystique lifted come “Attack”
and the “Clone Wars” animated
series. At first, George Lucas didn’t
think much of him.

“Boba Fett was just another one
of the minions, another one of the
bounty hunters and bad guys,” he
said on the 2004 DVD commentary
for “Return.”

So any arguments that “Book”
ruins an iconic character are pecu-
liar since the only thing he original-
ly had going for him was a cool cos-
tume and a degree of characteriza-
tion in that horrendous holiday spe-
cial. But that doesn’t absolve this
series. It merely places criticism in
a broader context.

The greatest sin is how little

“Book” cares about its own story,
continually flashing away from
Boba’s power struggle. And once
his origin is established, he’s
benched in service of setting up
characters for various other forth-
coming series. At no point is any-
thing unwatchable, but it’s a rather
confusing choice.

To its credit, “Book” continues
the previous series’ humanizing of
the Tuskens. Former appearances in
“A New Hope” and “Attack of the
Clones” drew too much to
Indigenous stereotypes, while both
live-action series give them a voice,
culture and righteous rationale for
their hostility toward others.

There’s plenty of gorgeous set
pieces, standout moments and fan-
favorite characters to keep things
interesting. If only it all coalesced
into something more tenable. At
best, “The Book of Boba Fett”
reads like a collection of unedited
fan fiction with promising ideas but
no single author guiding the story.

LACMA exhibition explores film history of Paris

“City of Cinema” gives a detailed look into the beginning of film culture in
19th-century Paris. 

Photo courtesy of Museum Associates/LACMA

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art presents “City of
Cinema: Paris 1850-1907,” an exhi-
bition exploring the emergence of
film in 19th-century Paris. Placing
cinema in the context of modern
Parisian visual culture, “City of
Cinema” brings together paintings,
sculpture, posters, prints, magic
lantern slides, optical toys and
devices along with photography and
film, to reflect the wide range of
artistic experiments that culminated
in the first attempts at the moving
image. Many of these works have
never been on view in the U.S. 

The exhibition is co-curated by
Leah Lehmbeck, curator and
department head of European
Painting and Sculpture and
American Art, and Britt Salvesen,
curator and department head of the
Wallis Annenberg Photography
Department and Prints and
Drawings Department, with collab-
orating curator Vanessa R.
Schwartz, Professor of History, Art
History and Critical Studies at the
University of Southern California.

Co-organized with Musees
d’Orsay et de l’Orangerie, Paris, the
exhibition comprises of 195 objects
across all media and draws signifi-
cantly on Parisian repositories of
visual culture including the Musee
d’Orsay, the Bibliotheque Nationale
de France, the Musee Carnavalet
and the Cinematheque française.
Additionally, “City of Cinema” will
present a selection of the earliest
examples of films from the five
major French repositories of cine-
ma: the Centre Nationale de
Cinema, Cinematheque française,
GP Archives, Fondation Jerome-
Seydoux Pathe and the lnstitut
Lumiere. One particularly striking
display will be a working replica of
the Theatre Optique, one of the ear-
liest moving  picture devices, used to
project hand-drawn animated films
– the first moving images presented
to the public – in 1892.

“‘City of Cinema’ considers the
early history of film in the larger
context of cultural and art history,
from the perspective of an art muse-
um,” LACMA CEO and Wallis
Annenberg Director Michael Govan
said. “The exhibition is especially
timely as we celebrate the opening
of the Academy Museum of Motion
Pictures next door to LACMA, as
well as being another chapter in our
decade-long art and film initiative.

Through key loans from interna-
tional partners, as well as objects
from the museum's permanent col-
lection, ‘City of Cinema’ explores
the interconnectedness of art and
industry and the impact of new
technologies and approaches on art
and art history.” 

Accompanying the exhibition is
a fully illustrated catalogue with
essays co-published by LACMA
and DelMonico Books. 

“To contextualize the social,
artistic, cultural and political era of
Paris, LACMA's exhibition will
focus on film and its audiences, as
well as the makers and the milieu of
which they arose as well,”
Lehmbeck said.

“City of Cinema” is organized in
four sections, with seven film pro-
jections placed throughout the
show, culminating in a salle de cin-
ema, which will have a longer film
program. 

The story begins on the streets of
Paris, where a diverse populace of
flaneurs, laborers, tourists and other
urban citizens constituted the very
beginnings of a collective audience
for visual spectacle.

The second section examines the
transformation of public spaces as
places with the audience in mind,
including the circus, cabaret,

vaudeville and the theater. Many of
these spaces already existed but
were updated with artificial light-
ing, modern narratives and a
heightened awareness that as spec-
tators watched the stage, they were
also being watched by fellow spec-
tators. The Expositions
Universelles of 1889 and 1900 will
be of particular focus here, to show-
case how France centered itself
within a global narrative. 

In the third section the focus
shifts from the collective audience
to the realm of the individual creator
– from sites of consumption to sites
of production, experimentation and
innovation. The studio is thus con-
sidered a laboratory or factory. 

At the threshold of the salle de
cinema, the fourth and final section,
the exhibition presents documenta-
tion of both early film studios and
Parisian sites where the earliest
films were projected. The films
vary from actualities to historical
recreations, fantasies, tricks and
travel. Thrilling the Parisian audi-
ences whose tastes have been chart-
ed throughout the course of this
exhibition, these films were also
intended to circulate throughout the
wider world. The conclusion of this
exhibition thus introduces cinema
as a global medium. 

https://www.theagencyre.com


Korean Cultural Center Los
Angeles in collaboration with the
Korea Craft & Design Foundation,
will be presenting a special exhibi-
tion “URI Life (Our Life)”. The
event will run until March 18. The
exhibition is split between three dis-
plays: the Hanbok Fashion Media
Exhibition, Dopo Exhibition and
the Video Exhibition. 

The hanbok is a traditional cos-
tume that provides a glimpse into
Korea’s unique culture and national
heritage. It is one of the heritages that
most effectively reveals traditional

customs. KCCLA hopes that it will
be a chance to look at the restrained
aesthetics of Korean ancestors once
again through the hanbok that were
once wore every day.

An exhibit showcases the types
of dopo robes — consisting of the
prototypical oksa robe worn during
summer and the saengcho robe
worn during winter. The dopo is an
outer garment that was worn by
noblemen during the Joseon period.
It has a back slit and a back hem
that covers the slit.

The media exhibition looks at the
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In 1990, Michael and Karen Villalpando left the corporate newspa-
per world and took a chance on this weekly newspaper. A few months
later, they took another chance, hiring me as the editor. I was a jour-
nalism grad a month out of school with nothing more than a few
internships under my belt. 

They were searching for an entrepreneurial adventure. I was look-
ing for a job and a reason to move to L.A. 

I learned as much during my years at the Park Labrea News/Beverly
Press as I did earning my undergraduate degree. We were scrappy. We
worked long hours. It was a great – sometimes dysfunctional  – fam-
ily. I flew by the seat of my pants (and made a few mistakes along the
way). But I wouldn’t change a thing. 

It’s been two decades since I started my career at the Park Labrea
News/Beverly Press. I’ve worked for a few other magazines since,
both in L.A. and now in New York City. For the past 10 years, I’ve
been an editor at Men’s Health magazine. With 12 million monthly
readers in the U.S. and 44 international editions, it’s the largest, most
successful men’s title in the world. There isn’t a day that I don’t reflect
on where I started, and what I learned. 

To mark the 65th anniversary of the Park Labrea News/Beverly
Press, I thought I’d look back at the three most important lessons I
learned while working here. I try to remind myself of them often. 

Relationships matter.
Anything is possible.
Lend a hand.

Lend us a hand in wishing Brian Boyé a very happy birthday!

L.A. Zoo mourns the loss of iconic bear
The Los Angeles Zoo’s animal

care and veterinary teams made the
difficult decision to euthanize 25-
year-old male American black bear,
Ranger, Feb. 9 due to his declining
health and decreased quality of life.
Rescued as a cub from the wild in
Minnesota, Ranger came to the
L.A. Zoo in 1997 from the
Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources.

“This is truly a deep loss for our
zoo community,” L.A. Zoo CEO
and director Denise M. Verret said.
“Since his arrival at our zoo,
Ranger’s presence helped connect
millions of Angelenos to the type of
wildlife that exists around us, which
is crucial to building empathy, so we
may peacefully co-exist with one
another. Ranger’s impact on our zoo
and Los Angeles will never be for-
gotten, and he will be sorely
missed.”

Born in the wild in Minnesota
around Feb. 1997, Ranger was an
orphaned cub taken in by a family
and surrendered to the state’s
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center. With
the help of the Minnesota Zoo, the
Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources transported Ranger to Los

Angeles where he lived his entire
life at the L.A. Zoo. While it is never
an ideal situation to take animals out
of their natural environment, this
was the best-case scenario as Ranger
had become accustomed to human
interaction at a very young age,
which would have inhibited his re-
introduction to the wild.

“Ranger touched the lives of
every animal keeper, volunteer, and
docent who worked with him over
the last 25 years,” said Beth
Schaefer, director of animal pro-

grams at the Los Angeles Zoo. “Part
of the reason why zoos exist is to
help create a strong connection to
the wildlife that lives around us, and
Ranger was the best ambassador for
his species in that way. When you
would walk around Tiger Plaza, it
was impossible to not see groups of
people of all ages stopping to
observe Ranger basking in the
warm sun, eating berries or just
lounging in his habitat. The L.A.
Zoo will not be the same without
him.”

L.A. Zoo’s famed black bear, Ranger, died at 25 years old. 
Photo by L.A. Zoo

El Capitan hosts Pajama Party
Hollywood’s El Capitan Theatre

welcomes Disney’s “The Princess
and the Frog” Feb. 18 through Feb.
21 and “Remember the Titans”
Feb. 25 through Feb. 27 presented
by Disney+ with Pajama Party
screenings on Saturdays and
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

During the Pajama Party
screenings, guests can enjoy
breakfast in their reserved seat
while wearing their favorite fami-
ly-friendly pajamas. Each guest
attending will receive a muffin,
cereal, yogurt and juice or coffee.

Daily showtimes for “The
Princess and the Frog” and
“Remember the Titans” are at 10:00
a.m., 1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m. and 7:00
p.m. with the Mickey Mouse short
“Clock Cleaners” playing alongside
the films. Showtimes and dates are
subject to change.

Gold Members can receive one
complimentary 64-ounce popcorn
tub and one complimentary 20-
ounce bottled beverage when
showing their current membership

card at concessions, limited to one
redemption per member card.

The El Capitan Theatre is locat-
ed at 6838 Hollywood Blvd.
Tickets are now on sale at elcapi-
tantickets.com and fandango.com/
el-capitan-theatre-aacon/theater-
page. All seats are reserved and
$12 for all ages. Tickets for
Pajama Party screenings are $25
for all ages.

Theatergoers can enjoy breakfast in
their pajamas during special screen-
ings of “The Princess and the Frog”
and “Remember the Titans.”

photo courtesy of Disney

KCCLA presents ‘URI Life (Our Life)’ 

WeHo accepts scholarship applications
The city of West Hollywood will

open the application period for the
2022 Youth Scholarship Program
on March 1.

The program awards $2,000 to
graduating high school students
from West Hollywood who are pur-
suing a post-secondary education at
an accredited college, university or
trade and vocational school.
Students must have completed 150
verified hours of community ser-
vice to be considered.

The Youth Scholarship Program
application period is open from
March 1 through May 6, or until the
first four completed applications
have been accepted. The scholar-
ship money can be used for any
expense incurred in pursuing post-
secondary education.

To qualify, students must be West
Hollywood residents at the time the
scholarship application is submitted
and awarded, be a high school
senior ready to graduate or a student

receiving a GED, or a student who
has proof of acceptance to a post-
secondary institution. Applicants
must have also performed and pro-
vided verification of 150 hours of
community service.

The Youth Scholarship Program
is organized by the city of West
Hollywood and scholarship funds
come from individual and commu-
nity donations. The city has award-
ed 40 youth scholarships since the
program began. To support the pro-
gram, the city encourages donations
from community members, organi-
zations and businesses. Community
members wishing to donate to the
Youth Scholarship Program should
visit secure.qgiv.com/for/youthsco.

The city of West Hollywood cre-
ated the West Hollywood Youth
Scholarship Program in 2007 and it
is one of the first municipal govern-
ment sponsored programs of its kind
in the country. For information, visit
weho.org/youthscholarship.On the occasion of Brian Boyé’s birth-

day today, we are publishing a portion of a
column he wrote for the 65th Anniversary
edition of the Beverly Press and Park
Labrea News in 2011. Brian was the first
editor we hired when we took the reins of
this now 75-year-old-newspaper. This pic-
ture was taken in 1990, and he’s moved on
from Men’s Health, enjoying a career at
Nike Communications in New York.

Karen Villalpando

costumes in dramas, installation
videos and still images from various
angles. Through multimedia exhibi-
tions, visitors can vividly appreciate
traditional Korean clothes worn by
the main characters in Korean dra-
mas that led the Korean Wave, such
as “Moonlight Drawn by Clouds,”
“Sungkyunkwan Scandal” and “The
Treacherous.” Visitors can learn
about the tradition and beauty of the
hanbok through an pre-recorded
interview with costume director Lee
Jin-hee.

“‘URI Life’ was initiated with the
intent of reexamining the values
contained in our daily lives through
traditional culture and to under-
stand the worth of our roots in
depth,” Director of KCCLA Wijin
Park said. 

The Korean Cultural Center, Los
Angeles is located at 5505 Wilshire
Blvd. For information, visit
kccla.org/events. 

https://www.immaculateheart.org


Twelve up-and-coming writers put on a diverse lineup of short plays for
“Reckoning – A Short Play Festival.” 
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MAK Center welcomes community at block party
Join the MAK Center on Sunday,

Feb. 20, from 2-5 p.m. for the
Mackey Apartments Block Party,
an afternoon with friends and col-
laborators at the Mackey
Apartments, 1137 S. Cochran Ave. 

The Mackey Apartments is a
four-unit apartment building built
in the 1930s by R.M. Schindler.
Currently, the apartments are home
to the MAK Center’s Artists and
Architects-in-Residence program,
as well as the Garage Top open-air
gallery space where the bi-annual
exhibition series “Garage
Exchange: Los Angeles x Vienna”
is held. The public is invited to the
block party to learn more about
MAK Center’s programs.

A presentation of projects by cur-
rent Artists and Architects-in-
Residence program participants will

be held, and guests can see design-
er-in-residence Lindsey Adelman’s
studio. The event also viewing of
“Kristin Posehn: Inverted Dome”
and features the launch of the book

“re:connections,” produced by 2021
MFA graduates of the CalArts
School of Art.

For information and to RSVP,
visit makcenter.org.

Emerging writers take center stage at the Wallis 
The Wallis Studio Ensemble pre-

sents its production of “Reckoning
– A Short Play Festival,” featuring
the work of ten emerging and estab-
lished writers, with three world pre-
mieres and seven L.A. premieres of
unique, witty and daring stories on
contemporary life on March 3 to 5,
at 8 p.m., and March 6, at 3 p.m., in
the Lovelace Studio Theater at the
Wallis Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts. 

Directed and choreographed by
Wallis Studio Ensemble Artistic
Director Madeleine Dahm, the festi-
val’s plays, short stories and poems
are written by Briana Cox, Alex
Kingsley, Krysta Gonzales, Eric

Lane, Jo Rodriguez, Jaisey Bates,
Starina Johnson, Phillip B. Williams
and Sam Ambler, and performed by
Wallis Studio Ensemble members
Kendell Byrd, Rami Campbell,
Alan Corvaia, Karlee Foster, Mark
Antony Howard, Austin Owens
Kelly, Ashley Victoria Robinson
and Taneal Williams. The perfor-
mances range from a comedy about
a twisted immaculate conception to
a drama about the AIDS epidemic to
a story inspired by the three witches
from “Macbeth.”

“We hope that the festival cele-
brates these innovative writers as
they illuminate, confront, surprise
and delight us with very unique

points of view,” Dahm said. “These
short plays and texts average six to
12 minutes in length, and it’s amaz-
ing to see how cleverly the writers
have been able to explore complex
social issues in such a short amount
of time. They offer us humorous
and playful commentary, stark
warnings and joyful meditations on
what it means to be human. It has
been a privilege to dive into these
daring narratives, and collaborate
with each of the writers.”

The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts is located at
9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd. Tickets
are $25 per person. For information,
visit https://thewallis.org. 

photo by John Edward Linden Photography

The MAK Center for Art and Architecture will hold a block party on Feb. 20
at the R.M. Schindler-designed Mackey Apartments on Cochran Avenue.

photo courtesy of the MAK Center

The sculptures featured as part of the “Monumental Tour” center
around the Black experience in the U.S.  

Photo courtesy of the City of Los Angeles

As part of the “Monumental
Tour,” Kindred Arts and the 10th
Council District  will present
acclaimed African American
artists Arthur Jafa, Coby Kennedy,
Christopher Myers, and Hank
Willis Thomas in a group showing
of large-scale sculptures across
L.A. These titans of contemporary
art appear as part of a traveling
outdoor art exhibit, designed to
empower social change through
the arts. The works will open dur-
ing Black History Month and
remain on display through May at
four locations in South Los
Angeles.

“As Kindred Arts tours these
monumental symbols across
America, we are inviting munici-
palities and gatekeepers of space
to fundamentally rethink how we
might program outdoor public
space to reflect and honor all
human identities and experi-
ences,” Executive Director of
Kindred Arts Marsha Reid said. 

Situated on carefully considered
publicly-accessible sites, the
works call attention to each artist’s
distinct visual voice and engage
with one another in a curated dis-
course. Collectively, the works
honor and examine aspects of the
African American experience,
from the first slaves brought over
in the 16th century, to the present-
day prison pipeline, and the strug-
gle for liberation in between.

“As part of our work to cele-
brate Black History Month, we’re
proud to welcome these incredible
works of public art to Council
District 10,” Senior Deputy for
Strategic Initiatives, 10th Council
District Ibert Schultz said. “It’s
been our priority to promote a
bold, diverse and energetic cultur-
al agenda because the arts not only
contribute to the vitality of a com-

munity, they’re representative of a
living history that informs so
much of our world today — espe-
cially here in Leimert Park
Village”  

Individually, the sculptures
invite the viewer to consider
themes such as colonization,
oppression, privilege, Black mid-
dle-class labor, the decline of
industry, Black pride, Black
power, Black joy and subjugation.
Each work is an invitation to
viewers to learn about and connect
with a narrative or era that contin-
ues to impact the African
American experience.

The L.A. iteration of the tour
presents a unique opportunity to
support the work of  South Los
Angeles Building Healthy
Communities, a coalition of orga-
nizations focused on changing the
narrative to address the drivers of
disparity and promote equity in
South LA. They work in neighbor-
hoods throughout L.A. facilitating
artistic processes, open to all, that
result in highly visible public art
projects that tell dynamic neigh-
borhood stories.

“During Black History Month
2022, Monumental Los Angeles
gives us the timely opportunity to
shine the light on the ongoing
inequities experienced daily by
South LA residents, exacerbated
in this pandemic time. These
incredible works speak eloquently
about the key drivers of disparity
and provide inspiration for a
robust dialogue about how to
address them in anticipation of the
30th Anniversary of the L.A.
Rebellion,” Executive Director of
L.A. Commons Karen Mack said. 

The sculptures are located
throughout Central and South
L.A. For information, visit monu-
mentaltour.org.

Public installation showcases
Black empowerment

https://www.pilgrim-school.org


For centuries, artists and scientists
have been fascinated by the struc-
tures of the human body. Featuring
works of art from the 16th century to
today, the Getty Research Institute
exhibition “Flesh and Bones: The
Art of Anatomy,” which runs from
Feb. 22 to July 10, explores the
theme of anatomy and art and the
impact of anatomy on the study of
art.

“‘Flesh and Bones’ celebrates the
connection between art and science
and the role of art in learning,” direc-
tor of the Getty Research Institute
Mary Miller said. “This exhibition
draws on the Getty Research
Institute’s rich and varied holdings
to tell the story of two disciplines
that have long been intertwined. I

believe visitors will find meaningful
connections with the way artists and
scientists have inspired one another
for centuries.”

From spectacular life-size illustra-
tions to delicate paper flaps that lift
to reveal the body’s interior, the
body is represented through a range
of media. In Europe, the first printed
anatomical atlases, introduced dur-
ing the Renaissance, provided new
visual maps to the body, often com-
posed of striking images.
Landmarks of anatomical illustra-
tion such as the revolutionary publi-
cations of Vesalius in the 16th centu-
ry and Albinus in the 18th century
are represented as well as little-
known rarities such as a pocket-size
book of anatomy for artists from

over 200 years ago.
The exhibition, which explores

important trends in the depiction of
human anatomy and reflects the
shared interest in the structure of
human body by medical practition-
ers and artists, is organized by six
themes: Anatomy for Artists;
Anatomy and the Antique; Lifesize;
Surface Anatomy; Three
Dimensionality and The Living
Dead. The last looks at the motif of
the representation of the dead as liv-
ing, with skeletons and anatomized
cadavers capable of motion rather
than inert on a dissecting table.

“Artists not only helped create
these images but were part of the
market for them, as anatomy was a

basic component of artistic training
for centuries,” exhibition curator
Monique Kornell said. “Featuring
selections from the GRI’s impres-
sive collection of anatomy books for
artists as well as prints, drawings and
other works, this exhibition looks at
the shared vocabulary of anatomical
images and at the different methods
used to reveal the body through a
wide range of media, from woodcut
to neon.”

For artists of the modern era,
anatomy is often a medium of
expression and a signifier of the
body itself, rather than purely an
object of study. Robert
Rauschenberg’s “Booster” and
Tavares Strachan’s “Robert” are two

life-size anatomical portraits as well
as symbols of the passing nature of
life. Strachan’s “Robert” is not an
exact likeness of the man it immor-
talizes, Major Robert Henry
Lawrence Jr., the first African
American astronaut, who tragically
died in a training accident. In choos-
ing to represent the hidden interior
of the body in neon and glass,
Strachan, a former GRI artist in res-
idence, makes visible the unique his-
tory of Lawrence, while demonstrat-
ing an inner structure that equalizes
all people.

The Getty Center is located at
12000 Getty Center Drive. For infor-
mation, visit getty.edu/research/exhi-
bitions_events/exhibitions/anatomy. 
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Bogie’s Liquor

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine 
(323) 469-1414  

www.bogiesliquor.com 
Don’t Drink & Drive! 

Fine Wines, Champagnes & Spirits! 
Nice Selection of Craft Beer too!
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A new study of COVID-19 patients who had the omicron variant of the
disease shows that vaccinated adults had less severe illness than unvac-
cinated adults and were less likely to land in intensive care.  

The highly contagious omicron
variant became the dominant strain
in the U.S. in mid-December 2021,
coinciding with a rise in hospital-
izations of patients with COVID-
19.  

Among those admitted during the
surge, vaccinated adults had less
severe illness compared with
unvaccinated adults and were less
likely to land in intensive care,
according to a new study by
Cedars-Sinai and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. 

“Overall, the omicron-period
group had a lower likelihood of
being admitted to the intensive care
unit and were also less likely to
require invasive mechanical venti-
lation compared with the delta-peri-
od group,” said Dr. Matthew
Modes, a pulmonologist at Cedars-
Sinai and co-author of the paper. 

Investigators also found that, dur-
ing the omicron period, fewer
patients died while hospitalized
(4%) compared with those admitted
when the delta variant was domi-
nant (8.3%). 

In a single-hospital study pub-
lished in the CDC’s Morbidity and
Mortality Weekly Report, scientists
looked at the characteristics of 339
patients hospitalized with COVID-
19 at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
from July to September 2021, when
the delta variant was dominant.
They compared that group with 737
patients admitted with COVID-19
from December to January 2022,
when the omicron variant was most
prevalent. 

Clinical information was gath-
ered from the electronic health

records of the patients in the study
and then analyzed by a team of
investigators led by Dr. Sharon
Isonaka, chief value officer and
vice president for clinical efficiency
and value at Cedars-Sinai. 

The analysis revealed that a
greater portion of the patients hos-
pitalized during omicron were vac-
cinated as compared to patients
hospitalized during summer 2021,
when the delta variant predominat-
ed, likely reflecting the higher per-
centage of the populations that were
vaccinated during omicron. 

“In addition to the protection that
vaccination offered people admitted
to the hospital when omicron dom-
inated, we saw that the addition of a
booster dose appeared to be partic-
ularly important in reducing the
severity of illness, especially
among older adults,” said Dr. Peter
Chen, senior author of the study and
director of pulmonary and critical
care medicine at Cedars-Sinai.
“Unvaccinated patients hospital-
ized with COVID-19 during the
omicron variant dominance still had
a higher chance of being admitted
with serious complications and
appeared to be at higher risk for the
development of respiratory failure,
compared with vaccinated
patients.” 

Large numbers of hospitaliza-
tions during the pandemic have
strained health systems throughout
the country. Vaccination, including
a booster dose for those who are
fully vaccinated, remains critical
for mitigating the risk of severe ill-
ness associated with COVID-19
infection. 

Study confirms vaccination impact 

 The Getty Museum presents its
collection of 17th-century French
drawings in its entirety for the first
time, “Grand Design: 17th-century
French Drawings,” open now
through May 1. It addresses the
emergence of a distinctly French
school of art and explores the role
that drawing played in the process.  

“Today we recognize drawings by
Nicolas Poussin and Claude Lorrain
as landmark achievements of 17th-
century European art,” said Timothy
Potts, Maria Hummer-Tuttle and
Robert Tuttle director of the J. Paul
Getty Museum. “But in fact, draw-
ing lay at the heart of all artmak-
ing in 17th-century France, from the
decoration of palaces and churches
to the illustration of books. Drawing
was where it began.” 

French art came into its own dur-
ing the 17th century, often called the
Grand Siècle, or Great Age, of
France. This period witnessed a
series of violent political upheavals
at home, the first stages of colonial
expansion overseas and the rise of
authoritarian absolute monarchy.
This turbulent century fostered artis-
tic activity on an unimagined
scale. Expatriate French artists
achieved fame in Rome, a Royal
Academy of Painting and Sculpture
was founded in Paris and vast build-
ing projects — most notably, the
Palace of Versailles — employed

whole generations of artists. 
This exhibition includes draw-

ings made by Jacques Callot,
Simon Vouet, Nicolas Poussin,
Claude Lorrain, Charles Le Brun
and Hyacinthe Rigaud. These artists
made drawings for many different
purposes: designs for ceiling paint-
ings, altarpieces, sculptures, and
prints; landscape sketches made out-
doors; and nude studies drawn in the
studio. 

“Drawing helped 17th-century
French artists make sense of the

world around them, think through
compositional ideas, and prepare
finished works,” curator of the exhi-
bition Emily Beeny said. “Each of
these sheets invites us into its
author’s creative process, whether
observing nature, capturing a por-
trait likeness, designing a print or
preparing a painting.” 

The Getty is located at 1200 Getty
Center Drive. For information, visit
getty.edu/art/exhibitions/grand_desi
gn/index.html/visual-arts-flour-
ished-in-France.  

‘Great Age of France’ comes to The Getty 

photo courtesy of Getty Museum  

The art pieces celebrated in “Grand Design: 17th-century French
Drawings” were inspired by the political turbulence of France. 

Getty Center unveils new
anatomy and art exhibition

https://bogiesliquor.com


ingful way, and this is the way I can 
do it.”  

Caruso said he shares the senti-
ment of many Los Angeles resi-
dents that change is in dire need. He 
said crime and homelessness are 
rampant on the streets and corrup-
tion has tainted City Hall. He 
vowed to only accept $1 per year if 
elected as mayor and will place his 
business holdings in a blind trust 
that will exclude himself and all 
other family members from the 
day-to-day operations of his com-
pany, Caruso said. He plans to run 
the “cleanest, most ethically 
uncompromised administration in 
the city’s history based on the best 
ethical practices” if elected.  

Caruso said homelessness and 
crime are intertwined, and both 
have had a detrimental impact on 
the city of Los Angeles. He said he 
will declare a state of emergency 
regarding homelessness on Day 
One as mayor, and will implement 
a FEMA-level response to address-
ing the crisis. Caruso blamed failed 
government policies for exacerbat-
ing homelessness and said declar-
ing a state of emergency will enable 
the city to expedite the creation of 
shelters. He vowed to create 30,000 
new shelter beds within 300 days of 
taking office by expediting plans 
and building facilities on city-
owned land.  

“Just look at what’s happened 
within our city, you’ve got rampant 
homelessness everywhere, 
encampments up and down the 
streets and in every neighborhood 
throughout Los Angeles. On top of 
it, you’ve got crime that is spiking 
out of control, you’ve got people 
dying on the streets, homicides are 
up double since 2019, you’ve got 
corruption in City Hall, you’ve got 
three council members that have 
been pulled out of City Hall in 
handcuffs, you’ve got a mayor’s 
office that is under federal investi-
gation and you’ve got a city attor-
ney under federal investigation. It 
reads like a horror story, like the 
Twilight Zone. You can’t make this 
stuff up,” Caruso said. “This city is 
the greatest city in the world and it 
has a big bright future, but it’s not 
going to have a big bright future 
with any of the leadership today or 
frankly, any of the candidates who 
are running.”  

In regards to the city attorney’s 
office, which is led by Feuer, who is 
also a candidate for mayor, there 
was a federal criminal investigation 
and subsequent criminal case 
involving Thomas H. Peters, who 
was a former senior official in the 
city attorney’s office. In January, 
Peters agreed to plead guilty to a 
federal extortion charge in connec-
tion with his involvement in a case 
related to the rollout of a Los 
Angeles Department of Water and 
Power billing program. Feuer him-
self was not a target of the investi-
gation.  

“Throughout Mike’s career in 

public service, he’s been referred to 
as Boy Scout Mike and St. Mike 
because Mike has placed ethics and 
integrity above all else,” said John 
Shallman, a campaign consultant 
for Feuer. “So, if Mr. Caruso wants 
to make this a campaign about 
ethics and integrity, Mike wins in a 
landslide.”  

Caruso, who previously served 
as president of the Los Angeles 
Board of Police Commissioners 
from 2001-06, said addressing 
crime will be a top priority. He 
announced a plan to hire 1,500 new 
police officers before the end of his 
first term and restore budgetary 
funding for the Los Angeles Police 
Department. Caruso plans to reach 
that goal by working more closely 
with state and federal leaders on 
funding opportunities. He also 
plans to create better training for 
police officers to reduce the number 
of officer-involved shootings and to 
restore public trust in the LAPD.  

Caruso said the affordable hous-
ing crisis is also increasing home-
lessness and has reduced the abili-
ty for people to realize the dream 
of home ownership. He said the 
City Council is beholden to special 
interests and plans to implement a 
system that will remove the coun-
cil from land-use decisions. 
Although he did not state exactly 
how the new system would work, 
Caruso said many projects could 
be approved by-right (meaning 
they do not need extensive zoning 
reviews), which would expedite 
the construction of more housing.  

“Los Angeles is so overregulat-
ed now on the development side 
and the permitting side. It’s ridicu-
lously over-regulated. 
[Approximately] 90% of the busi-
nesses in Los Angeles are small 
businesses and they can’t afford to 
go through all the regulation that’s 
required in the city of Los Angeles 
and build their business and be 
able to thrive,” Caruso said. “So 

you have to begin peeling back the 
onion. To have everything run 
council district by council district, 
it creates, not only inefficiency, but 
an opportunity for crime to hap-
pen. You’ve got to be sensitive to 
protect communities throughout 
the city, but you have to take all 
this discretion out and allow peo-
ple to invest in their businesses. 
And particularly, encourage peo-
ple to build housing because we 
are so short on housing in Los 
Angeles. If you have by-right 
development, it should be pulling 
a permit. You shouldn’t have to go 
to a lot of commissions. You aren’t 
going to get everything by-right, 
but you can get a lot by-right.”  

Caruso added that his back-
ground in private business sets him 
apart from other candidates, and 
cited his experience as president of 
the police commission and presi-
dent of the Board of Water and 
Power Commissioners from 1985-
93 and 1997-00 as experience in 
understanding how government 
should be run. He said people can 
expect immediate results if he is 
elected mayor.  

“I know the government from 
the inside out, how it works,” 
Caruso said. “On the outside, in 
my business, I deal with the gov-
ernment every single day, so I 
understand what regulation works 
and what doesn’t. I understand 
what’s dysfunctional. I know it 
from both sides. I’m better pre-
pared to be mayor of this city than 
anyone else who is running. And if 
they are considering themselves to 
be experienced in the city, their 
experience sure has failed. All we 
have to do is drive around the city 
to see that. I think it takes some-
body who is a leader, who under-
stands how to be an executive, a 
manager, and knows how to pro-
duce results. I’ve done that my 
whole life. Just look at my track 
record.”  
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Developer Rick Caruso is among 27 candidates looking to replace 
Mayor Eric Garcetti in June. 

rear entrance in the alley – a perk 
that could be disrupted by the 
hotel plans.   

“Many of these clients appreci-
ate – and frankly – demand the 
privacy that this entrance affords 
to them,” she said. “Any disrup-
tion to this alley, whether tempo-
rary or permanent, will have an 
immediate and direct impact on 
our business. We want to be clear 
that we do not oppose the devel-
opment of the project site as a 
hotel, and we welcome the Cheval 
Blanc to the community. Our con-
cerns are only focused on the 
impact that aspects of the develop-
ment will have on our business, 
both in the short-term during con-
struction and in the long-term.”  

Representatives of LVMH said 
Cheval Blanc will not have con-
dominiums, conference space or 
ballroom facilities. However, the 
private club could host more than 
60 events with between 50 and 
150 attendees.   

“Initially, when I visited the 
property and saw the presentation, 
I took significant comfort in the 
fact that there was no ballroom, 
and that they were not going to 
have big events – and that there 
would not be a heavy impact on 
traffic and noise,” Commissioner 
Gary Ross said. “As we go into 
these details, we’re on the verge of 
having events that give me some 
pause.”  

However, the city’s director of 
community development, Ryan 
Gohlich, said Beverly Hills typi-
cally does not regulate events in 
the Business Triangle unless the 
established occupancy for the site 
has been exceeded.  

Several opponents, including 
UNITE HERE Local 11, called 
for the developers to incorporate 
affordable housing into their 
plans. Ostroff said he is an afford-
able housing advocate, and that 
the city’s overlay zone allows 
housing in some commercial 

areas, but not the Business 
Triangle.  

“We didn’t want to introduce 
residents into the area that we 
need to promote for our commer-
cial uses,” he added. “It’s so 
important to the economic 
lifeblood of our city.”  

The developers have also pro-
posed widening the sidewalk on 
South Santa Monica Boulevard 
and providing three levels of sub-
terranean parking, including bicy-
cle parking. Valet parking will be 
available for hotel, club, spa, 
restaurant and retail patrons.   

Almost 25,000 square feet of 
street level retail will be located 
on North Rodeo Drive. The hotel 
rooms will be located on the third 
and ninth floors and will be 
between 620 and 1,300 square 
feet. Approximately 7,700 square 
feet of penthouse floor area is 
planned.   

Anish Melwani, chairman and 
CEO of LVMH North America, 
said the developers have received 
correspondence from approxi-
mately 300 residents and stake-
holders, and they will respect the 
integrity of Beverly Hills’ residen-
tial neighborhoods.   

“We honestly believe we’ve 
struck the right balance,” he 
added.  

Melwani said LVMH currently 
operates 11 stores on and around 
Rodeo Drive and owns six parcels 
of land in the area. He said many 
of the stores have been open for 
decades, which is a testament to 
the company’s faith in Rodeo 
Drive as a luxury destination.   

“For that reason, Rodeo Drive 
really could be the only place for 
us to have our first Cheval Blanc 
outpost in the United States,” 
Melwani said.   

The commission will meet 
again on Feb. 24. Its regular meet-
ing will be held at 1:30 p.m., and a 
special meeting will be held at 7 
p.m.   

Project alterations proposed
From page 1

County adjusts masking requirements
The Los Angeles County 

Department of Public Health has 
reported that the county has sur-
passed more than 30,000 deaths 
due to COVID-19, as the health 
department recorded an additional 
102 additional deaths on Feb. 16. 

With hospitalizations under 
2,500 for seven consecutive days, 
the department issued a modified 
L.A. County health officer order 
recommending, but no longer 
requiring, masking at outdoor mega 
events and outdoor spaces at K-12 
schools and childcare centers.  

For the week ending Feb. 13, the 
seven-day average of daily 
COVID-19 hospital admissions 
decreased by 87 admissions from 
the prior week to 242 admissions 
this week, translating into a 26% 
decline in county hospital admis-
sions.  

While the number of daily hospi-
tal admissions has continued to 
decrease, the number of hospital-
ized COVID patients in intensive 
care and those requiring ventilation 
has remained fairly stable com-
pared to the previous week.  

While masking will no longer be 
required at outdoor mega events or 
in outdoor spaces at childcare facil-
ities and K-12 schools, the masking 
requirement at indoor establish-
ments will continue until the county 
has seven consecutive days at or 

below moderate transmission and 
there are no emerging reports of 
significantly circulating new vari-
ants of concern that threaten vac-
cine effectiveness. 

Per state regulations, indoor 
masking at K-12 schools, childcare 
facilities, youth settings, healthcare 
settings, correctional facilities, 
homeless and emergency shelters, 
and cooling centers is still currently 
required. The state will also provide 
an updated assessment on Feb. 28 
on appropriate safety considera-
tions for schools. 

Additionally, per federal regula-
tions, masking when riding public 
transit and in transportation hubs is 
still required. 

Employers must also continue to 
provide high-quality and well-fit-
ting masks to workers who are in 
close contact with others until 
transmission is lower. Vaccination 
verification will also continue at 
mega events and indoor sections of 
bars, lounges, nightclubs, wineries, 
breweries and distilleries. 

The health department reported 
3,348 new cases of COVID-19 on 
Feb. 16 as well. Of the 102 new 
deaths reported, one person was 
between the ages of 18-29, six peo-
ple were between the ages of 30-49, 
18 were between the ages of 50-64, 
29 were between the ages of 65-79 
and 35 were aged 80 years or older. 

Caruso announces bid for mayor
From page 1

Motorists advised about work on Barham Boulevard 
The Los Angeles Department of 

Water and Power is advising 
motorists about a major pipeline 
replacement project that is under-
way on Barham Boulevard in the 
Cahuenga Pass.  

Crews have begun replacing a 
water pipe along Barham Boulevard 
between Craig Drive and Lakeside 
Plaza Drive. To complete this work, 
sections of Barham Boulevard will 
be reduced to one lane in each direc-

tion through May.  
The infrastructure project will 

replace an 8-inch pipe and 12-inch 
pipe currently in place with new 20-
inch mainline pipe, improving water 
system reliability and fire safety in 
the Hollywood Hills. Crews are 
working in 300-foot sections at a 
time, with two lanes of traffic main-
tained on Barham Boulevard outside 
the work area. Street parking on the 
east side of Barham Boulevard may 

be restricted.  
Work will occur 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., 

Monday through Friday, with some 
work on Saturdays. The Los 
Angeles Department of 
Transportation granted permission 
for the LADWP to work in 12-hour 
shifts, reducing the length of time 
for the project from 8 months, as ini-
tially proposed, to 4.5 months.  

For information, visit ladwp-
news.com.  
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dent of the West Hollywood West 
Residents Association, noted that 
while the current enclosure is not 
particularly aesthetically pleasing, 
it has been practical.   

“What the chain did for the last 
20 years was actually, in a sense, 
very effective because it not only 
stopped cars from coming into the 
neighborhood as a cut-through, 
but it also stopped motorcycles,” 
Rodriguez said. “It has accom-
plished its purpose all these years 
in a very utilitarian way, no ques-
tion.”   

According to Rodriguez, resi-
dents were told by the city that the 
originally temporary design would 
be made to look better, but that 
plan wasn’t put into motion until 
the city approved the Melrose 
Triangle Project in 2014.   

“The Melrose Triangle Project, 
as part of their agreement in the 
first development plan, agreed that 
they would pay for the beautifica-
tion of the cul-de-sac,” Rodriguez 

said. “Sort of a little give back to 
the community. However, that 
project was sold off to somebody 
else. It never happened.”  

With new plans for the Melrose 
Triangle Project once again under-
way, hope for the cul-de-sac beau-
tification is back after the new 
project developers Latham & 
Watkins LLP agreed to make 
changes. Funds for the redesign 
came from the original Melrose 
Triangle developers, who allocat-
ed the money to the city before 
plans for the project eventually 
dissolved.    

By the meeting's end, the resi-
dents agreed on a design that 
incorporated the use of retractable 
metal bollards, which can be low-
ered by emergency service vehi-
cles, and a repaved and leveled 
street with planters. The bollards 
also allow the cul-de-sac to 
remain bicycle friendly, which 
was important to residents.    

Walter Davis, West Hollywood 

neighborhood traffic management 
program specialist, clarified that 
while the funds for the beautifica-
tion come from the original devel-
opers of the Melrose Triangle 
Project, the cul-de-sac work will 
not be considered part of the new 
project proposal that will be pre-
sented to the city’s Planning 
Commission on Feb. 17 and is 
instead considered a separate traf-
fic calming project.   

Davis outlined the process for 
the cul-de-sac project going for-
ward.   

“Once the construction plans 
are finalized, the city has to 
engage in a contractor bidding 
process,” Davis said. “At that 
time, it'll go to the city council for 
approval of the award of the con-
tractor. There are a lot of variables 
in this, but I’d say that we’ll have 
a better understanding of the situ-
ation in about four months. 
Construction at the site should 
start in 2023, if approved.”  

“The Rams won, and it’s a cele-
bration for the city,” Zarrinnam 
said. “It’s an important moment in 
the city of L.A. To have the Super 
Bowl in your city and have your 
team playing in your stadium is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity, and 
was something we couldn’t pass 
up.”  

The sign was altered with 
translucent banners draped over the 
nine letters in HOLLYWOOD. 
Zarrinnam said it took crews two 
days to affix the banners to the let-
ters in the sign, as they are located 
on a steep hillside and are approxi-
mately 50 to 60 feet in height. The 
Rams oversaw the project, but rep-
resentatives of the Hollywood Sign 
Trust monitored as the work pro-
ceeded.  

The Hollywood sign has been 
illegally altered over the years by 
pranksters, and Zarrinnam said 
each time, the trust quickly restored 
the landmark.  

The sign is surrounded by fenc-
ing and security cameras are moni-
tored 24 hours to prevent people 
from approaching the landmark. 
Still, pranksters have found ways to 
alter the sign.  

The sign has twice been changed 
to HOLLYWEED – once in 1976 
and again in 2017. In 1983, 
pranksters attempted to change the 
sign to read GO NAVY in conjunc-
tion with the Army-Navy football 
game, but didn’t cover all the let-
ters, so it ended up reading GOLL-
NAVYD.  

The Hollywood sign was also 
erroneously changed in 1985 by 
members of the band, The Raffeys, 
who changed it to read RAF-
FEYSOD, Zarrinnam said. In 1987, 
students changed it to read CAL-

TECH, and the same year, an artist 
changed the sign to read OLLY-
WOOD in conjunction with Lt. 
Col. Oliver North’s involvement in 
the Iran-Contra Affair.  

Other notable pranks over the 
years include the sign being 
changed in 1990 to read OIL WAR, 
following the U.S invasion of Iraq. 
In 1992, supporters of presidential 
candidate Ross Perot altered the 
sign to read PEROTWOOD, and in 
1993, pranksters changed it to read 
JOLLYGOOD. The sign was last 
illegally altered in 2021 when 
pranksters changed it to read 

HOLLYBOOB.  
Zarrinnam said the Hollywood 

Sign Trust is preparing to celebrate 
the sign’s 100th anniversary in 
2023 and will announce plans at the 
beginning of next year.  

While the RAMSHOUSE alter-
ation was the first time the sign has 
been legally changed, he declined 
to rule out that it would be the last.  

“Stay tuned,” Zarrinnam added. 
“Right now, there are no plans, but 
there have been many people who 
have approached us. Let’s see how 
it works out, and we’ll go from 
there.”  

Almont cul-de-sac could see improvements
From page 1

Sign celebrates Super Bowl victory
From page 1 Los Angeles City 

Councilwoman Nithya Raman, 
4th District, on Feb. 9 introduced a 
motion to require all new residen-
tial and commercial buildings in 
Los Angeles to be built so that 
they will achieve zero-carbon 
emissions.   

The motion was co-sponsored 
by Council President Nury 
Martinez, 6th District, and 
Councilmen Mitch O’Farrell, 13th 
District; Paul Koretz, 5th District; 
and Marqueece Harris-Dawson, 
8th District.  

“Every year, we are seeing tem-
peratures rise to unprecedented 
levels, wildfire seasons that last 
long past their due and droughts 
becoming more and more severe,” 
Raman said. “We are seeing our 
air quality threaten residents’ 
health and our native species 
becoming endangered. When is 
enough, enough? The low-hang-
ing fruit of what we can do to 
combat climate change is gone. 
We need bold solutions, and we 
need them now.”  

Buildings in Los Angeles 
account for 43% of greenhouse 
gas emissions – more than any 
other sector in the city, including 
transportation. Zero-carbon 
buildings have better indoor air 
quality, lower construction costs, 
fewer safety risks – especially 
during earthquakes – and lower 
climate emissions than equivalent 
mixed-fuel buildings, Raman 
said.   

“Forging a carbon neutral Los 
Angeles means cutting emissions 
from buildings, which presents 
one of our greatest opportunities 
to stem the tide of the climate cri-
sis and return stronger from the 
pandemic,” Mayor Eric Garcetti 
said. “This motion from 
Councilmember Raman is a criti-
cal step toward a zero carbon 

future and will accelerate our 
path to zero carbon buildings, 
create good paying jobs and pri-
oritize the well-being of our most 
vulnerable communities.”  

The motion further stipulates 
that when developing its decar-
bonization plan, the city must 
center equity, energy justice, 
housing justice and environmen-
tal justice and incorporate the rec-
ommendations put forth by the 
city’s Climate Emergency 
Mobilization Office in its upcom-
ing Climate Equity L.A. Series.   

“I am proud to co-introduce 
this motion, which builds on our 
groundbreaking environmental 
initiatives underway in the city of 
Los Angeles,” said O’Farrell, 
chair of the council's Energy, 
Climate Change, Environmental 
Justice and River Committee. 
“Building energy decarboniza-
tion is an important component of 
our ‘LA100’ plan, which is transi-
tioning Los Angeles away from 
dirty energy and will achieve 
100% carbon-free energy in the 
city by 2035.” 

“Today, we begin a journey to 
rid our new buildings of methane 
as soon as possible and thereby 
free the lungs of Angelenos from 
indoor air pollution and free the 
Earth from one of the most dan-
gerous and insidious greenhouse 
gasses,” Koretz said. “Most 
importantly, we will do it right, 
with the financial well-being of 
each Angeleno firmly in mind, as 
well.”  

The motion instructs the city’s 
Department of Building and 
Safety, with assistance from the 
city attorney and all relevant 
departments, to report back with-
in 180 days with a plan for the 
implementation of an ordinance 
or regulatory framework effective 
on or before Jan. 1, 2023.  

L.A. calls for carbon-free projects

 The Los Angeles County 
Department of Arts and Culture 
has announced that artist, business 
owner and community organizer 
Sandra Hahn has joined its Arts 
Commission, the L.A. County 
Board of Supervisors’ advisory 
body for the arts.   

The commission seats 15 mem-
bers – diverse arts community 
leaders chosen by the board of 
supervisors to represent each of the 
five districts in the county. Hahn 
was appointed by Supervisor 
Janice Hahn, 4th District.   

Sandra Hahn brings a blend of 
self-starting entrepreneurship, 
experience as a multi-media artist 
and musician and community arts 
advocacy to the commission.  

The Whittier native’s career 
includes marketing and advertising 
roles, event production, freelance 
design for restaurants, teaching 
jobs, membership in the East L.A. 
band, Los Illegals, and the creation 
of award-winning film and video 
art.  

She is a board member of the 
Los Angeles Music and Art School 
and the Los Angeles Theater 
Center, and she is the current chair 
of the Whitter of Chamber of 
Commerce.  

“Sandra Hahn’s journey from a 
business-minded little girl to a 
civic tour de force could probably 
only happen in Los Angeles 
County,” Janice Hahn said. “It’s 
full of fearless career pivots, a 
devotion to community and art, 
and a passion for reviving busi-

nesses and civic endeavors. Her 
lived experience enables her to 
connect people and initiatives in 
commerce, art, education and gov-
ernment sectors, in ways that few 
people can. I think she will bring a 
fresh, passionate perspective to the 
arts commission, and I am excited 
to see what she will do.”  

“Everyone deserves access to 
the arts, from young children in 
school to older L.A. County resi-
dents who might never have had 
much engagement in them before,” 
Sandra Hahn said. “I know from 
my own life that the arts expand 
learning, build personal growth 
through expression and they can be 
used as a means of communication 
between groups who might not 
otherwise feel connected. I am 
honored to join the arts commis-
sion and to help bring the power of 
the arts to more people in the coun-
ty.”  

County commission adds member

Resolution recognizes right for workers to unionize 
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) 

on Feb. 9 joined U.S. Rep. Andy 
Levin (D-Mich.) and nearly 130 
House Democrats to formally intro-
duce a resolution recognizing the 
right of congressional staff to orga-
nize to form a union.  

Following the passage of the 
Congressional Accountability Act in 
1995, the Office of Compliance and 

Workplace Rights ruled in 1996 that 
passage of the resolution was the 
final step to give congressional 
workers legal protection to organize 
and bargain collectively. Twenty-six 
years later, Congress is finally tak-
ing that step.  

“Congressional staffers put much 
time and energy into serving our 
country,” Schiff said. “And just like 

every worker in America, congres-
sional staff should be able to orga-
nize for better working conditions, 
higher pay and a brighter future. I’m 
proud to join Congressman Levin in 
recognizing the right to form a 
union and will strongly support all 
staffers in this effort.”  

Levin is spearheading the initia-
tive along with several legislators.  

Answers From Page 23
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The Hollywood sign has been altered many times in its history, but the 
RAMSHOUSE overlay is the first official change. 
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Across
  
1. Darned thing  
5. Declines  
9. Links together  
14. Skilled  
15. Wrongful act  
16. Election news  
17. Legal claim  
18. Insurer for soldiers  
19. Year-end markdowns  
20. “_____ shadow of love” lyric  
23. Flower with a yellow disk in the mid-
dle  
24. Cubism pioneer Juan  
25. Musical literary piece  
28. Record  
31. Shoe  
33. “What a relief!”  
36. DEA agent, in slang  
39. Marvel superheroes  
40. “It’s easy to trace the _____” lyric  
44. Right of inheritance  
45. Nast the publisher  
46. Trawler's equipment  
47. Charge  
50. Systems  
52. Basic version, abbr.  
53. Rolled items  
56. Prefix with dollars  
60. “____ the way life used to be” lyric  
64. “That time of year thou ___ in me 
behold” (Shakespeare)  
66. Quad building  
67. Sunrise point  

68. Motif  
69. Let go  
70. Algonquian speaking Indian  
71. Storied temptress  
72. Urges  
73. Org.  
  
Down  

1. Spicy dance  
2. Newspaper notices  
3. Gridiron gripper  
4. Knew  
5. Small handbag  
6. Cap’n’s mate  
7. Confederate general who won at 
Chickamauga  
8. Part of a flight  
9. The right way  
10. Large, brilliantly colored food fish  
11. Irish Sea spot  
12. Known as  
13. A Cadillac  
21. Imbibe  
22. Zero  
26. Combine giant  
27. Dadaist Max  
29. British special forces, for short  
30. Relative of a gator  
32. Hacker  
33. Dumas character  
34. ‘-- you the clever one!’  
35. Salon appliance  
37. Corp. bigwig  
38. All, in combinations  

41. Vineyard in France  
42. N.F.L. stat  
43. Rhythm  
48. Mellow  
49. Computer in “2001”  
51. New York county  
54. Stuffed bear  
55. Tally  
57. Winter Palace residents  
58. Some wines  
59. A lot  
61. Salinger heroine  

62. Mega___  
63. Little devils  
64. Whitney and others, abbr.  
65. Yellowfin tuna  

Classified Advertising 
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
COMPUTER HARDWARE

DOG WALKER

HELP WANTED

TThehe     Disc     Disc          Doc          Doc
Computer Problems? 
I CAN HELP!

     • Troubleshooting   
     • Lessons 
     • Purchase Consultation  
     • Phone Support

Joel Rothman
323.240.5112   

TheDiskDoc@mac.com  

UPHOLSTERY WEBSITE DESIGN

SCREENS • DOORS  
HARDWARE 

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.
WEST HOLLYWOOD 

(323)248-0840 
www.tashmans.com

Since 1961 
Family Owned & Operated 

mackeycreativelab.com 
info@mackeycreativelab.com

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER 

• Leash Manner Training 

• Socialization, Structure,  

Exercise 

• Insured, Certified 

AKC Good Citizen Trainer 

323.393.5238 
latty@cooperk-9.com 

Google: Latty Cooper 
as seen on YouTube!

ALAKAZAM
UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY

Commercial & Residential 
Every Style:  

Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers 
Replace Feather Proof Lining 
Broad Selection of Fabrics, 
Draperies & Roman Shades 

HIGHEST QUALITY  
WORKMANSHIP 

Call Rosie for FREE Estimate 
310-491-8409 

West Hollywood 

Affordable 
Prices 

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your  
Los Angeles Times subscription.

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer   
Enter code 9003

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year. 
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday! 
We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks  

with our saturation program.  
To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

Ways to subscribe

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of  

“Our People Our Places” magazine!

2

Looking for an experienced office assis-
tant to join our team! The Beverly Press 
and Park Labrea News are well-estab-
lished weekly newspapers covering 
hard news for Beverly Hills, West 
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and 
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles. 
Administrative assistant duties include 
letters, emails, filing, light bookkeep-
ing, mailing lists/mail merge. General 
assistant to the publishers. 
Compensation negotiable. Email 
resume to  michael@beverlypress.com

Property Manager for  
property, real estate & 

investment co.  
Mail to Excel Property 
Management Services, 
Inc., 9034 Sunset Blvd, 

West Hollywood, CA 90069

answers on page 22

HELP WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE
Need to publish a DBA? 

File with the  
Los Angeles County Clerk at 

lacounty.gov. 
Email your documents to 
karen@beverlypress.com
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