
Los Angeles officials are hope-
ful that a new citywide initiative 
to engage young people in L.A.’s 
political arena will help nurture 
the next generation of leaders in 
Southern California.  

Named after the supervisor 
who oversaw Mayor Tom 
Bradley’s Youth Advisory 
Council, the Olivia Mitchell 
Youth Council is accepting appli-
cations from residents ages 16-25 
through Feb. 28.   

Thirty participating students – 
two from each council district – 
will be selected to advise city offi-
cials on issues that impact young 
people while receiving real-life 
experience that led several city 
officials to elected positions in the 
past.   

“You get the civics education; 
you learn how the city depart-
ments work,” said Aksel Palacios, 

director of the city’s Youth 
Development Department, which 
is spearheading the program.  

Initiated by Councilwoman 
Monica Rodriguez, 7th District, 
the youth council is modeled after 
Bradley’s advisory council, which 
was started in the 1970s and 
helped L.A. youth expand their 
horizons until the late mayor 
retired in 1993.   

Former Councilwoman Wendy 
Greuel, current Councilman Paul 
Koretz, 5th District, and the late 
Councilman Tom LaBonge are 
among its alumni.  

Mitchell said many city 
employees and elected officials 
participated in the program, 
which aimed to educate young 
people on areas of the city that 
they may not have experienced. It 
paid off, as many participants pur-
sued a career in politics, she said.   

While the experience helped 
shape their leadership styles, 
Koretz and LaBonge retained the 
personalities they exhibited back 
then, Mitchell said. LaBonge was 
chatty, and Koretz was “self-

The West Hollywood City 
Council approved a motion intro-
duced by Councilwoman Lindsey 
Horvath on Feb. 7 to provide more 
protections for the city’s Jewish 
community.  

Horvath cited instances of antise-
mitic violence occurring locally, 
nationally and internationally as 
impetus for the initiative, which 
aims to bring members of the 
Jewish community together with 

law enforcement and city staff to 
share information and best practices 
for protections. Plans call for the 
city to convene a working group 
that will meet regularly to discuss 
potential threats, expand resources, 
create protocols and disseminate 
information to the Jewish commu-
nity.  

“We wanted to do this after 
speaking with local rabbis and 
Jewish community leaders, not only 
to protect the community of West 

See WeHo page 30

By edwin folven                 

Los Angeles Police Department 
and Los Angeles School Police 
Department investigators have 
announced the arrest of a juvenile 
suspect in connection with the rob-
bery on Feb. 2 of two female stu-
dents on Melrose Avenue as they 
walked to school.  

Authorities said the suspects may 
be responsible for other similar rob-
beries last week. The investigation 
is ongoing, and more arrests are 
pending, police said.  

Detectives from the LAPD’s 
Wilshire Division released security 
camera footage of the robbery that 
occurred at approximately 7:20 
a.m. on Feb. 2 in the 7600 block of 
Melrose Avenue. The two students 
were walking to Fairfax High 
School when they were approached 
from behind by two female sus-
pects. The suspects struck the vic-
tims with their fists and grabbed 
their hair, and forced the students to 
the ground. They demanded the stu-
dents’ cell phones and forced them 

to unlock the devices, police said. 
No weapon was used in the rob-
bery.  

The suspects stole the phones and 
ran to a vehicle where two male 
suspects were waiting nearby, and 
the four individuals fled the area, 
police said.  

A security camera on Melrose 
Avenue captured footage of the crime, 
which can be viewed at 
youtube.com/watch?v=7otGjdiadeM.  

Police said all of the suspects 

were Black. One of the female sus-
pects was approximately 18 years 
old and was wearing a gray sweat-
shirt and blue jeans. No further 
description was provided of the 
other suspects. Robbery investiga-
tors from the Wilshire Division 
were unavailable for comment.  

Authorities did not provide any 
further information about which 
suspect was arrested, including 
whether it was one of the male or 

The highly-anticipated Frieze 
Week in Beverly Hills will begin 
on Feb. 17, and although the inter-
national art fair cancelled one ele-
ment of its programming, city 
officials are excited to host the 
event at the future site of One 
Beverly Hills.  

On Jan. 27, Frieze officials 
announced that the sculpture 
installation planned for Beverly 
Gardens Park was cancelled due 
to shipping and labor issues, but 
there will still be plenty for resi-
dents to experience.  

“Beverly Hills, I would say, 
rivals most cities around the world 
in terms of the quality of public art 
that we have already throughout 
our city and throughout our 
parks,” Vice Mayor Lili Bosse 
said. “I feel that this is just a won-
derful addition.”  

The city has supplemented the 
offerings of Frieze with its own 
events. An art walk tour will begin 
Feb. 17, and an installation by 
artist William Wegman will be 
unveiled at 6 p.m. on Feb. 16 at 

the former Barneys New York 
building on Wilshire Boulevard.   

“Perhaps in the future, if Frieze 
Week does come back to Beverly 
Hills and we continue with better 
days ahead with the pandemic, we 
can work with them again to bring 
their sculptures [to] our city, but in 
the meantime, we have so much 
public art throughout our streets,” 
Bosse added.  

In November, Frieze officials 
made a presentation to the Beverly 
Hills City Council and requested 

permission to host the event in the 
city. The council approved 
approximately $73,000 in fee 
waivers – with the condition that 
the event feature Beverly Hills in 
its name. Previously, the L.A. ren-
dition of the art fair has been held 
at Paramount Pictures.   

“We’re a city that really loves 
art and culture,” Bosse said. 
“Frieze brings the most amazing 
art from all over the world. … It 
brings everybody who loves and 
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O’Farrell welcomes residents
in a new corner of his district

photo courtesy of the 13th District council office 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, joined

community members at his Councilmember in Your Corner event on
Feb. 5 in the Sunset Square and Spaulding Square neighborhoods. The
neighborhoods were recently added to O’Farrell’s 13th District under
the redistricting process. The councilmen met constituents and led a
beautification project in the communities. For information on future
Councilmember in Your Corner events and resources available from
the city, visit cd13.lacity.org.

Beverly Hills
Chamber 
Join the Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce for “New Laws Your
Business Should Know About,” a
webinar on Thursday, Feb. 10, from
4-5:30 p.m. The webinar will be
held with the Small Business
Development Center at El Camino
College and will outline new laws
affecting businesses. Speakers
include attorneys Hillary Johns,
Mitchel R. Miller and LaVonne D.
Lawson. Admission is free but
reservations are required. beverly-
hillschamber.chambermaster.com/e
ventregistration/register/22790. 

Holocaust Museum
book talk 
Holocaust Museum Los Angeles is
hosting a discussion with author Joshua
M. Greene on his book “Unstoppable”
on Thursday, Feb. 10, at 4 p.m., via
Zoom. After surviving Auschwitz and
hunting Nazis for the U.S. Army, Siggi
B. Wilzig came to America without a
penny to his name. He made three
vows: to never go hungry again, to sup-
port the Jewish people and to speak out
against injustice. The book tells a story
of grit, cunning, luck and determination
to live life to the fullest.
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/W
N_-k64TtDVTP2P_Cyd6nqvaQ. 

Natalia Lazarus
book launch 
Actress, director and producer
Natalia Lazarus will launch her new
book “My Love Affair: Thorns &
Roses” during a special online pro-
gram on
Thursday, Feb.
10, from 6:30-
8:30 p.m., via
Zoom. The
Book Publicists
of Southern
California, led
by founder and
longtime Beverly Hills resident
Irwin Zucker, is hosting the event.
Lazarus’ book, which will be
released on Feb. 14, includes a col-
lection of poetry with selected art-
work from Pablo Picasso.
Admission is free. (323)461-3921,
us02web.zoom.us/j/85372411459?
pwd=VmFJUExyOVB4SmVsS0x5
ZndydkxFdz09. 

Judith Hill 
Vocalist, songwriter and pianist
Judith Hill will perform on Friday,
Feb. 11; Saturday, Feb. 12; and
Monday, Feb. 14, at 8:30 p.m. at the
Catalina Bar and Grill in
Hollywood. Hill’s albums include
“Back in Time,” “Golden Child”
and “Baby, I'm Hollywood.” She
also starred in the Grammy-winning
“20 Feet from Stardom,” a docu-
mentary showcasing the work of
backup singers. Showtimes are 8:30
p.m. Tickets are $35. 6725 W.
Sunset Blvd. catalinajazzclub.com. 

Culinary history 
The Culinary Historians of Southern
California is holding “Moonshine:
The Eternal Spirit” with beverage
expert, author and journalist Kevin
Kosar on Saturday, Feb. 12, at 10:30
a.m., via Zoom. Kosar founded
alcoholreviews.com in 1998, an
online review of beers, spirits and
wines. He is the author of
“Moonshine: A
Global History”
and “Whiskey:
A Global
History,” and is
a contributor to
the “Oxford
Encyclopedia
of Food and
Drink in America.” Admission is
free but reservations are required.
eventbrite.com/e/culinary-program-
kevin-kosar-moonshine-the-eternal-
spirit-tickets-254036428797 

Eustache Institute 
Eustache Institute of Beverly Hills
is hosting a pre-Valentine’s
Wellness Day on Saturday, Feb. 12,
from 1-6 p.m. Guests can receive a
free treatment and experience the
center’s regenerative treatments and
therapies. Participants will be eligi-
ble to win a $500 gift certificate.
205 S. Beverly Drive, Ste. 214.
eustacheinstitute.com. 

‘Nowhere’ 
UCLA’s Center for the Art of
Performance presents the director’s
cut of “Nowhere” by Dimitris
Papaioannou on Saturday, Feb. 12,
at 7 p.m. The production was com-
missioned by the Greek National
Theater and originally conceived as
a site-specific project where the
space itself was choreographed by

programming new stage mecha-
nisms. A meditation on the nature of
theater, “Nowhere” explores the
concept of performance as a mirror
of human life. The program will
also be available on demand from
Monday, Feb. 14, at 7 p.m., through
Monday, Feb. 21, at 7 p.m.
online.cap.ucla.edu. 

Sunday Funday at
The Wallis 
Sunday Funday returns to the Wallis
Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts
on Sunday, Feb.
13. At 10 a.m.,
participate in
“Spring Groove:
YUMMY Time
(Your Ultimate
Music Medita-
tion Yoga
Time),” a three-tiered program for
body, mind and soul, followed by
“Kiddle Karoo,” a musical puppet
show and concert at 11 a.m., and
Parker Bent performing live music
for children at noon. The free
monthly outdoor family program
includes music, storytelling and
dance on The Wallis’ Promenade
Terrace. thewallis.org. 

Japanese film 
Japan Foundation Los Angeles is
holding its online Japanese Film
Festival 2022 from Monday, Feb.
14, through Sunday, Feb. 27.
Viewers can watch 16 films explor-
ing different facets of Japanese cul-
ture, including documentaries, ani-
mated features and films inspired by
novels. Viewing is free. jflalc.org. 

‘Numbered Days’ 
Emmy award-winner Anna Gunn
(“Breaking Bad”) stars as playwright
Corey Madden in a Fountain Theatre
audio production of “Numbered
Days,” available for listening on
Monday, Feb. 14. The real-life love
story of two passionate people who
use the power of music and words to
sustain them through “numbered
days” has been transformed into a
four-episode podcast. The production
turns Madden’s poems about the bat-
tle with cancer she shared with her
beloved husband, composer Bruno
Louchouarn, into an audio art piece
meant to bring healing to others. The
cost is $20. fountaintheatre.com. 

CALENDAR

Traffic and What We’re Doing About it 

Traffic in our area has returned 
to its high volume with drivers 
being reckless and distracted 
often looking at their fuel econ-
omy or navigation app on their 
phone instead of the road in 
front of them. Hancock Park 
has seen many accidents and 
other problems and the Association is working with the LA 
Department of Transportation on mitigation measures.   
Here’s what’s happening next:

6th Street between LaBrea and Highland – Installation of 
two speed tables on 6th Street.  These will be installed after a 
discussion with the LA Fire Department to determine the sa-
fest placement and design; 
3rd Street and Rimpau – DOT is considering the installation 
of a “Rest-In-Red” operations, which will keep the traffic sig-
nal displaying a red light for 3rd Street when there are no ve-
hicles travelling Eastbound and Westbound.  Right now this 
signal currently “rests” with a green light being displayed; 
Turn restrictions on Highland Avenue:   
Beverly and Highland – 1) Full time Northbound Left-Turn 
Restriction; 2) Southbound peak hour restrictions will remain 
as they are.  
3rd Street and Highland – 1) Full time Southbound Left – Turn 
Restriction; 2) Northbound peak hour restrictions will remain 
as they are. 
6th Street and Highland -1)Full time Northbound Left – Turn 
Restriction; 2) Southbound peak hour restrictions will remain 
as they are. 
Install a Speed Feedback Sign on Beverly in each direction, 
between Highland and  Rossmore.  The specific placement 
hasn’t been determined yet, but the project has been funded 
and should be completed this summer. 

Remember, we’ll be electing a new CD5 Council person
in 2022.  The Association will host a candidates’ forum so you 
can meet and hear from the people running.  It’s important!  
Our Council Member impacts the daily life in our neighbor-
hood and electing the right person is critical to the quality and 
safety of life in Hancock Park. 

And Stay Safe:  Subscribe to one of the neighborhood private 
security services, alert your neighbors and the police if you 
see something suspicious.  Leave outside lights on overnight.  
Lock your car.  Lock your house. Set the alarm if you have 
one and consider installing one if you don’t.  Stay alert on 
walks and while getting in and out of your car.  Walk with a 
friend when possible. 

Please see our website at www.HancockPark.org 
Join a committee! 

Come to a Zoom meeting! Participate! 
We are all volunteers!

https://hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org
https://melrosetradingpost.org


In hopes of further deterring 
crime, the Beverly Hills Police 
Department continues to investi-
gate ways to utilize technology and 
expand its access to camera sys-
tems throughout the city.   

Police Chief Mark Stainbrook on 
Feb. 8 discussed the possibility of 
installing CCTV cameras in resi-
dential alleys at the request of Vice 
Mayor Lili Bosse, who said resi-
dents have expressed concerns 
about crimes being committed in 
alleys.  

“Just last week, behind a resi-
dence, there was some antisemitic 
tagging occurring in an alley,” she 
said.   

However, Stainbrook said a 
small portion of the crimes commit-
ted in Beverly Hills occur in such 
areas. In 2020, 59 crimes in alleys 
were reported to the department – 
compared to more than 1,400 
crimes reported citywide, he said.   

“The percentages are very small 
in terms of the crimes that occur in 
alleys, although it has brought up 
good discussion in some of our 
police department meetings about 
how we track and how we monitor 
and ensure we can get that crime 
data,” Stainbrook added.  

He said the department has the 
ability to put up temporary cam-
eras in locations that become prob-
lematic. Stainbrook said the 

department has approximately 
2,000 cameras at its disposal, but 
that comes with challenges. They 
require maintenance, and someone 
has to monitor the footage, he said.   

“There’s really no way to moni-
tor all those cameras without some 
help from [artificial intelligence],” 
Stainbrook added.   

He said the department has two 
demonstrations scheduled later 
this month with companies that 
offer services that integrate private 
security camera systems into what 
the department already monitors.  

“On the proactive side, if we get 
to the live monitoring, it may give 
us the opportunity to view more 
cameras, and then from the reac-
tive side, instead of a detective 
having to go out to a business and 
get camera footage and bring it 
back, we already have a pre-
agreed access,” he said.   

The police chief said the depart-
ment is taking an “integrated” 
approach to reducing crime in 
Beverly Hills. In addition to utiliz-
ing cameras, the department is 
complementing its patrols with 
private security firms, drones and 
license-plate readers, Stainbrook 
said.   

He referenced an incident in 
which an individual was robbed of 
an expensive watch in the San 
Fernando Valley recently, and a 
license-plate reader notified offi-
cers of the suspect’s location.  

“When it hit on the [license-
plate reader], the drone immedi-
ately went to the area, picked up 
the vehicle, helped ground units to 
interdict the vehicle,” Stainbrook 

said. “A gun was recovered. 
Money was recovered. The sus-
pect was arrested.”  

Councilman John Mirisch 
praised the department’s use of 
technology but said it must be 
unbiased and sensitive to individu-
als’ civil rights.   

“You cannot have false nega-
tives based on someone’s race,” he 
said.   

According to a staff report, the 
police department plans to relocate 
mobile trailer cameras to areas that 
experience an uptick in crime, 
review current camera locations 
and direct security guards and offi-
cers to problematic areas, among 
other things.  

The staff report states that city 
employees may request a budget 
increase to complement the depart-
ment’s efforts, which were praised 
by members of the council.   

“I think we have a good handle 

on this,” Councilman Lester 
Friedman said.   

Overall, crime is down 12% in 
Beverly Hills, Stainbrook said. 
The city experienced one aggra-
vated assault in January, compared 
to eight in December, he said.   

“Where we got hit a little hard 
was grand theft, which generally 
involves shoplifting,” Stainbrook 
said, adding that three robbery sus-
pects have been arrested in the pre-

vious 10 days. “I think that’s really 
good – trending in the right way.”  

Further, the council approved a 
request by the police department to 
extend an agreement with Covered 
6 and Nastec, two armed security 
companies, through 2023. The city 
originally contracted with the 
companies in October 2020 to pro-
vide additional support to the 
Business Triangle prior to the 
November 2020 election.   
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Police Chief Mark Stainbrook

Cameras are BHPD’s latest crime-fighting tool
n Department continues 
multi-faceted approach 
to combat crime

Nate ’n Al’s under new management
Shelli and Irving Azoff 

announced on Feb. 2 that they 
have joined forces with the hos-
pitably firm, The h.wood Group, 
owned by John Terzian and Brian 
Toll, to manage the day-to-day 
operations of Nate ’n Al’s, the 
Jewish-style delicatessen at 414 
Beverly Drive, Beverly Hills.   

The h.wood Group and the 
Azoff’s plan will relaunch the 
eatery this spring, but it is current-
ly open for outdoor dining. They 
said they will revitalize the 75-
year-old Jewish deli with a mod-
ern homage to the landmark’s nos-
talgic interiors and classic menu 
items such as the house rye, 
corned beef and pastrami.   

“We both grew up eating at 
Nate ’n Al’s. This iconic restau-
rant is close to our hearts and 
some of our fondest memories are 
getting brisket dips, or lox and 
bagels,” Terzian said.  

“We are incredibly happy to 
have John, Brian, and the entire 
h.wood Group bring their exper-
tise and experience in the restau-
rant business to re-energize Nate 

‘n Al’s while keeping all of the old 
traditions and food that we have 
loved for so many years,” the 
Azoffs said.  

Purchased in 2020 by the 
Azoff’s, who were customers for 
more than 30 years, the deli was 
established in 1945 by Al 
Mendelson and Nate Rimer and 
has long served as a hangout for 
entertainment executives and 
Hollywood stars.   

Serving traditional deli fare, 
including corned beef, brisket, 
hamburgers, stuffed cabbage, 
short ribs and smoked fish special-
ly flown in from New York, Nate 
’n Al’s is known for its history and 
tradition of serving meals while 
bringing together great friends and 
honoring one simple commitment: 
to serve deli favorites prepared 
with the best ingredients.  

Nate ’n Al’s is open 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
and 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday.  

For information, visit 
natenals.com. For reservations, 
call (310)274-0101.   

http://beverlyhills.org/citymanager/newsroom/friezeweekinbeverlyhillsfeb17202022/web.jsp?NFR=1
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The West Hollywood City
Council approved an item at the
Feb. 7 meeting that will direct city
staff to analyze the potential to
temporarily or permanently relo-
cate the city’s sheriff’s station. The
prospective relocation comes as an
effort to expand the Metro
Division 7 bus yard and rail station
located next door to the sheriff’s
station at 8800 Santa Monica Blvd.   

The analysis will include possi-
ble sites for relocation, costs and
financing, development and own-
ership, minimum square footage
requirements and components and
amenities that need to be included
in a new station.      

Councilman John D’Amico
voiced opposition to the prospect
of relocation.   

“I think the sheriff’s station
should stay on or near its current
location,” D’Amico said. “I don’t
support moving the station to any
other location in the city. Not one
block north, not one block south,
not one block east, not one block
west. I think that is an appropriate
location.”   

D’Amico also opposed the pro-
posal regarding its funding.    

“It is a county site, a county
property, I think the county needs
to pay for that,” D’Amico said. “If
there is some idea that West
Hollywood should be on the hook
for a county building that provides

county services that the city pays
for, I can’t support that and I don’t
think my colleagues should
either.”   

Further discussion on the topic
will be held at a future city council
meeting following the completion
of the city staff report. 

WeHo council ponders moving sheriff’s station

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

The expansion of a Metro service yard prompted a discussion on the
future of the existing West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station.

 Los Angeles County District
Attorney George Gascón
announced on Feb. 8 that he is call-
ing upon three credit card compa-
nies to show responsible corporate
citizenship by stopping online pay-
ments for the purchase of ghost gun
kits. 

“American Express, Mastercard
and Visa have the ability to go
beyond what any law enforcement
agency, legislature or City Council
can accomplish,” Gascón said. “We
are asking these companies to join
us in stemming the flow of ghost
guns into our communities by pre-
venting a ghost gun kit from being
sold with a few mere clicks on a
smartphone or computer.” 

Gascón was joined by Los
Angeles Police Chief Michel
Moore and San Gabriel Police
Chief Gene Harris, who is president
of the Los Angeles County Police
Chiefs’ Association, in urging the
credit card companies to halt online
transactions involving ghost guns. 

Ghost guns are firearms kits sold
primarily on the internet for approx-
imately $350-$500. The set of parts
that arrives by mail can be assem-
bled into a working firearm with no
serial numbers, Gascón said. The
firearms are untraceable by law
enforcement. 

The weapons are purchased with-
out background checks, often mere-
ly requiring the buyer to self-certify.
This means that someone who is
legally disqualified from owning a

firearm because of a felony or
domestic violence conviction, men-
tal illness or being under the age to
purchase a gun can easily buy a
ghost gun kit by making a false and
untested certification, Gascón
added. 

In 2015, the credit card compa-
nies came together to cease allow-
ing their networks to be used for
processing payments on
backpage.com, which was accused
of facilitating sex trafficking.
Gascón and law enforcement offi-
cials are calling on credit card com-
panies to take a similar approach
with the manufacturers of ghost gun
kits. 

Since 2017, the number of ghost
guns seized by the LAPD has
increased by approximately 400%.
In 2020, the LAPD recovered 813
ghost guns. During the first 11
months of 2021, the number of
ghost guns recovered more than
doubled to 1,780. Last August,
LAPD reported that ghost guns
accounted for 33% of all guns
recovered in criminal investiga-
tions. 

The proliferation of ghost guns
has corresponded with a sharp rise
in violent crime, authorities said.
During the first 10 months of 2021,
the LAPD reported that ghost guns
had been used in 24 murders, eight
attempted murders, 60 assaults with
a deadly weapon and 20 armed rob-
beries. For information, visit
da.lacounty.gov. 

D.A. calls on credit companies 
to deny ghost gun purchases
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Station Construction Continues
We’re building more subway stations connecting the Westside and downtown LA.

traffic alert
Construction of the La Cienega Station continues on the north side of Wilshire Bl. 
North Gale Dr will be closed 24/7 at Wilshire Bl through April 2022. Two lanes of 
traffic will remain open in each direction during peak hours along Wilshire Bl.

meeting hours
Community Construction Update webinars will be held virtually on the first 
Wednesday of the month from 12–1pm. Please join us on February 2, March 9  
and April 6.

Upcoming webinars are held over Zoom and posted to Facebook: 
Webinar Link: zoom.us/j/96626476708
Webinar ID: 966 2647 6708
No password is required.

Section 2 – Beverly Hills Update

Next stop: more subway.

Firefighters extinguished a
blaze at Vito’s Pizza on a Cienega
Boulevard on Feb. 5 and prevent-
ed the flames from spreading to
other businesses in the same strip
mall. 

Personnel from the Los
Angeles Fire Department and Los
Angeles County Fire Department,
based in nearby West Hollywood,
were called to the building at 842
N. La Cienega Blvd. at approxi-
mately 7:40 p.m. and extin-
guished the fire in approximately
25 minutes. The pizzeria, which
is located on the ground floor,
was open when the fire occurred.
The cause remains under investi-
gation, LAFD spokesman
Nicholas Prange said. 

A civilian suffered smoke

inhalation and was transported by
ambulance to a hospital for treat-
ment. Prange had no further
information about the status of
the victim or whether it was an
employee or customer. 

“We have nothing further,” he
added. “It remains under investi-
gation, which will take several
days.” 

The Los Angeles Department
of Building and Safety yellow-
tagged the pizzeria, forcing it to
remain closed until repairs are
made. A tenant in an upstairs unit
in the building said smoke filled
her shop, but it otherwise caused
no damage. 

“It was just the smell and soot,
the black stuff all over the floor,”
said the business owner, who
declined to provide a name. “We
got lucky.”

Fire erupts in pizzeria on
La Cienega Boulevard 

photo by Edwin Folven 

Vito’s Pizza on La Cienega Boulevard was forced to close after the
fire until repairs are made. 

By eDwin folven                 

By Carlos De loera                 

The Beverly Hills Police
Department is reminding fans to
create a game plan and designate a
sober driver if they plan to drink
alcohol at a Super Bowl LVI party. 

On Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 13,
the BHPD will deploy additional
officers on patrol looking for dri-
vers suspected of being under the
influence of alcohol and drugs. 

“If you plan to have a drink or
two, choose a sober way to get to

and from wherever you are watch-
ing the game,” BHPD Chief Mark
G. Stainbrook said. “Have a ride-
hailing service or a family member
who hasn’t been drinking take you
home.” 

The BHPD reminds the public
that marijuana, prescription drugs
and over-the-counter medications
can also cause impairment and can
affect a driver’s ability to operate a
vehicle safely. 

“When it comes to getting to and
from places safely, we’re all on the
same team,” Stainbrook added.
“The choice is simple: don’t drive
impaired.” 

The Los Angeles Police
Deparment and Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department’s
West Hollywood station will also
deploy additional resources to
combat impaired driving through
out Super Bowl weekend.

BHPD warns about drunk driving on Super Bowl Sunday

https://www.metro.net
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For the first time ever, the city of Beverly Hills, in partnership with the
city’s Arts and Culture Commission, will offer free art walk guided tours
led by experienced docents from Thursday, Feb. 17, to Sunday, Feb. 20,
daily at 2 p.m. beginning at the Lily Pond in Beverly Gardens Park, 1302
Park Way.  

Art lovers can learn about Beverly Hills’ historic public art collection
of nearly 100 pieces as they explore world-class sculptures from Ai
Weiwei, Ringo Starr, Tom Friedman, Jaume Plensa, Tony Smith, Alfred
Jacquemart, Barry Flanagan, Roxy Paine and Magdalena Abakanowicz. 

“We are thrilled to work with our arts and culture commission in offer-
ing an event that is free and accessible to the community as a way to
showcase and celebrate art and artmaking during Frieze Week in Beverly
Hills,” said Jenny Rogers, director of the city’s Community Services
Department. “With so many significant pieces in the city’s fine art collec-
tion, we felt this was a great way to highlight and feature our world class
public art.”  

While the event is free, registration is required at beverlyhills.org/art-
walk. 

Beverly Hills to host art walks
photo by  Andy Kitchen

Ringo Starr’s Peace Sign is one of the sculptures on the art walk.

Peninsula statue symbolizes spirit of the Super Bowl 
In celebration of Super Bowl

LVI, the Peninsula Hotel in Beverly
Hills has placed a statue titled
“Touchdown” in the entryway to
the hotel lobby. The statue was cre-
ated by Lundeen Sculpture, in
Loveland, Colorado, and brought to
the hotel by Steven C. Barber, a for-
mer Beverly Hills resident and doc-
umentary filmmaker who is also
involved with creating monuments
at different locations throughout the
United States. 

Barber said he has visited the
Peninsula Hotel once a week for
nearly 35 years and is a friend of
General Manager Offer
Nissenbaum, who welcomed the
statue at the hotel for the Super
Bowl. 

Barber said he has worked with
Lundeen Sculpture on other pro-
jects, including Apollo 11 and
Apollo 13 statues that are on dis-
play at the Kennedy Space Center.
Lundeen Sculpture created the
bronze “Football” statue approxi-
mately 10 years ago as a monument
to the game of football. Barber said
the statue, which generally repre-
sents the sport as opposed to a spe-
cific player, is the perfect piece to
welcome fans for the big game. 

“It’s been a big hit. Everyone
loves it,” Barber said. “It represents
the dream of being a football player.
I’m grateful to Offer for displaying
the statue at the hotel. He is so nice,
and it shows they really care about
their guests.” 

“Touchdown” will be on display
in the hotel’s entryway through
Feb. 14. 

The Super Bowl will be played
Sunday, Feb. 13 at SoFi Stadium in

Inglewood. The Los Angeles Rams
face off against the Cincinnati
Bengals marking the second year in
a row the hometown is playing in
the Super Bowl. 

The Peninsula Hotel is located at
9882 South Santa Monica Blvd.
Call (310)552-2888, or visit penin-
sula.com/en/beverly-hills/5-star-
luxury-hotel-beverly-hills. 

photo by Karen Villalpando 

Head doorman Luigi Nuñez welcomes guests at the Peninsula Hotel in
Beverly Hills, which has displayed a statue titled “Touchdown” in the
hotel’s porte-cochère during Super Bowl weekend. 

https://www.beverlyhills.org
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Governor appoints two to state commissions

photo curtesy of the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health

Los Angeles County public health officials continue to stress vaccina-
tions and testing as the best way to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

On Feb. 9, the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors
became the latest local entity to call
on the Food and Drug
Administration to alter its restrictions
on blood donations for men who
have sex with men.    

Supervisor Janice Hahn, 4th
District, authored a motion directing
the Board of Supervisors to send a
letter to current FDA Commissioner
Janet Woodcock urging the reversal
of the current policy.    

“These outdated restrictions aren’t
just discriminatory – they’re actively
endangering the lives of people in
need of blood,” Hahn said. “As we
face the worst blood shortage we’ve
seen in a decade, we have an easy
way to increase our blood supply
while putting an end to a homopho-
bic policy that targets people for who
they are and who they love.”   

According to FDA requirements,
men who have sex with men must
remain abstinent for at least three
months prior to donating blood. The
FDA originally implemented a life-
time ban against men who have sex
with men in 1983 at the height of the
AIDS epidemic, in an effort to keep
HIV out of the blood supply. The ban
was modified in 2015 when the FDA
announced that men who have sex
with men would be allowed to
donate blood only after a year of
abstinence. In April 2020, when
faced with a blood shortage caused
by COVID-19, the agency decreased
the abstinence period to three
months.   

West Hollywood City
Councilman John Erickson, a long-
time advocate for LGBTQ+ rights,
also joined the call for changes to the
requirement.   

“The city of West Hollywood has
long been a long-time advocate with
our congressional partners at the fed-
eral level to overturn these rules and
laws because we know that they do
more harm than good,” Erickson
said.  “And none of this has been
more prevalent than what we've seen
during the pandemic.”   

Erickson noted that these restric-
tions are based on fear and that sci-
ence has proved that fear to be
unfounded.   

“These laws that are still in the
books at the federal level are homo-
phobic, they are draconian, and they
shouldn’t exist in a society,” Erickson
said. “This is especially so in 2022

when we know that we’ve had the
technology to screen for any type of
disease that would ever be in a blood
donation for decades.”   

Erickson stated that the restrictions
only perpetuate the feeling of “other-
ness” that society projects to mem-
bers of the LGBTQ+ community.    

“Growing up as a young gay kid in
Wisconsin … I knew that it was
almost impossible for me to ever
give blood, or to have to self-disclose
and what all that meant when you’re
tainted by an organization that says,
‘You’re not good enough to give me
that,’” Erickson said. “All you want
to do is help save lives. It definitely
takes a toll on so many people from
all walks of life who need blood, and
that need has only increased.”   

Given the current national blood
shortage, allowing this population to
donate more freely would help ease
the current deficit. According to
research by the Williams Institute at
UCLA School of Law, if the policy
was undone, more than 600,000
pints of blood could potentially be
donated.   

For its part, the Los Angeles
LGBT Center is participating in the
Assessing Donor Variability and
New Concepts in Eligibility study,
which seeks alternatives to the cur-
rent blood donation requirement.
The study’s results seek to eliminate
the abstinence period in favor of a
more thorough questionnaire to
assess a donor’s individual risk.   

The Los Angeles LGBT Center is
one of eight centers nationwide that
was chosen to participate in the
national study, LGBT Center direc-
tor of advocacy and mobilization
Joey Hernandez said.  

The study has been extended by
the FDA through July 2022 to meet
an enrollment goal of 2,000 men.
The findings of the study will be sub-
mitted to the FDA, which will
review the data to determine what
alternatives may be available.  

Those interested in participating in
the study can enroll at advances-
tudy.org.   

Leaders call for changes to blood donation rules

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles LGBT Center 

The Los Angeles LGBT Center is participating in a study analyzing alter-
natives to current blood donation requirements for gay men. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom has appoint-
ed to local residents to state boards
and commissions.  

Indira J. Cameron-Banks, 44, of
Los Angeles, has been appointed to

the California State Board of
Pharmacy. Cameron-Banks has
been a sole practitioner at Cameron
Banks Law since 2021. She was
director of the preventing and end-

Although the surge in omicron
cases continuing to decline, Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health officials caution that it
does not indicate an end to the pan-
demic, but rather COVID-19 metrics
are stabilizing across the county. 

For the seven days between Jan. 31
and Feb. 7, L.A. County reported an
average of 9,800 daily cases, repre-
senting a 47% decrease from the
average of 18,617 daily cases report-
ed the previous week. Similarly, the
daily average case rate decreased to
102 positive cases per 100,000 resi-
dents for the week ending Feb. 7,
compared to 193 positive cases per
100,000 residents for the prior week,
representing a 47% decline in the
average daily case rate. The seven-
day average daily test positivity rate
also declined from 8% to 5%, a 40%
decline from the prior week. 

In addition to the encouraging case
and test positivity trends, hospital
admissions for COVID-19-positive
patients in L.A. County have also sig-
nificantly declined. For the week end-

ing Feb. 7, the seven-day average of
daily hospital admissions decreased
by 111 admissions from the prior
week, to 310 admissions. The num-
ber represents a 26% decline in coun-
ty hospital admissions. 

The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health will
consider the county to be post-surge
when COVID-19 daily hospitaliza-
tions drop below 2,500 for seven con-
secutive days. Per state regulations,
indoor masking at K-12 schools,
childcare facilities, youth settings,
health care settings, correctional
facilities, homeless and emergency
shelters and cooling centers is still
required. Additionally, per federal
regulations, masking when riding
public transit and in transportation is
still required. 

Once L.A. County enters post
surge conditions, masking will no
longer be required in outdoor spaces
at outdoor mega events, and in out-
door spaces at childcare facilities and
K-12 schools. The masking require-
ment at indoor establishments will
continue until L.A. County has two
consecutive weeks at or below mod-
erate transmission (10-49.99 new
cases per 100,000 persons in the past
seven days), as defined by the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, or vaccines have been
available for children under age 5 for
eight weeks. That plan to alter mask-
ing requirements is also contingent
on there being no emerging reports
new variants of concern circulating
that threaten vaccine effectiveness. 

For information, visit pub-
lichealth.lacounty.gov. 

County outlines next steps 
as COVID-19 cases decline 
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Founded 1946

By Carlos De loera                 

“I’ve got news for you. We’re gonna win the game. I guarantee it.” 

Joe Namath 
January 10, 1969 
1943 -  

Joe Namath is best remembered for his bold prediction and perfor-
mance in the New York Jets stunning 16-7 upset over the heavily
favored Baltimore Colts in Super Bowl III on January 12, 1969. 

We’re with Joe – let’s go Rams! 

*source: Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations  

Notable Quotes

ing homeless project for the Inner
City Law Center from 2020-21, and
held multiple positions at the U.S.
Department of Justice from 2007-
20, including assistant U.S. attorney,
chief of financial litigation and spe-
cial counsel to the U.S. Attorney.
Cameron-Banks was also an associ-
ate at Taylor Duane Barton &
Gilman from 2004-06. The position
does not require Senate confirma-
tion and the compensation is $100
per diem.  

Joseph A. Cislowski, 61, of West
Hollywood, was reappointed to the
California Commission on Aging,
where he has served since 2018.
Cislowski has been executive direc-
tor of the Center for Health Care
Rights since 2020. He was also pres-
ident at Beverly Park Consulting
Group from 2010-20, president and
CEO at the Healthcare and Elder
Law Programs Corporation from
2007-09. The position does not
require Senate confirmation and
there is no compensation. 

http://kramerlaw.biz
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The West Hollywood Public
Facilities Commission recommend-
ed to the City Council on Feb. 7 that
the West Hollywood Library not be
named after the late Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, citing
a “lack of public consensus and sup-
port.”    

In December 2020, an initiative
was put forward requesting the West
Hollywood Library be renamed in
honor of Ginsburg. After making it
through many of the initial stages of
the renaming process, the city creat-
ed an online survey in July 2021 to
gauge the level of interest residents
had in renaming the library after the
former justice. The survey found
that 54% of respondents were not in
favor of the renaming. Additionally,
community boards and commis-
sions were polled with a majority
voting in favor of the renaming. The
Public Facilities Commission held a
public hearing in January 2022 in
which most of the public comment
opposed the naming request, with
most preferring either to keep the
current name or to name the library
after a local figure.    

While she accepted the response
of the public, Mayor Pro Tem Sepi
Shyne raised questions about the
method by which public opinion
was gauged.    

“The survey that was taken is a
survey that is not professional, any-
one could take it multiple times a
day,” Shyne said. “The majority of
boards and commissions that voted
were in favor. I don’t think we
should do surveys that are not pro-
fessional surveys. They distort
information and it just doesn’t make
sense to base our decisions on
[them].”   

To combat the lack of faith in the
surveys and the apparent clash of
public interest, Shyne proposed a
motion in which the West
Hollywood Library retains its cur-
rent name, but city staff work with
the library to have a room named
after Ginsburg.    

Mayor Lauren Meister and
Councilman John Erickson second-
ed the motion and raised similar
concerns regarding city-run sur-
veys.    

“I do agree that any survey that
we do from now on should be a sta-
tistically valid survey done by a pro-
fessional market research company
or polling company,” Meister said.
“There’s just too many things that
people could do to skew the results
one way or the other.”   

Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath
added that the room in the library
named after Ginsburg should be
granted funding to “talk about
women’s studies, gender studies,
gender and the law and any number
of resources in that room to contin-
ue to make it a destination.”   

Councilmember John D’Amico
agreed with the motion and

expressed disapproval of the pub-
lic’s reaction to the potential name
change.    

“The sort of misogyny that went
through the community and the sug-
gestion that [Ginsburg’s] amazing
work is not alive in each one of us in
this city existing because of her
decades and decades of commit-
ment is wrong,” D’Amico said.
“I’m disappointed. I think we make
big moves and sometimes we get it
wrong and sometimes we get them
right. This was a big move we were
going to get right.”    

While every council member
agreed with Shyne’s motion, City
Manager David Wilson noted that
the process for naming a room in the
library is similar to that of naming a
building and that the council should
expect to return for consideration of
the item at a future date.

West Hollywood Library retains its name  

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

The West Hollywood Library will not be renamed after Ruth Bader
Ginsburg.  

We carry the finest in  
• Beer • Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Kegs

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
Call us! 323-469-1414  
www.bogiesliquor.com 

Stock up on your  
favorite beverages  
for the SUPER BOWL!! 
Go Rams!

Please Wear a Mask !

Bogie’s Liquor

By Carlos De loera                 

The Los Angeles County
Transportation Authority has
announced more construction
plans for the Purple Line
Extension subway project. 

Work is occurring on the west-
ern end of the project in
Westwood, where subway sta-
tions will be located on the VA
Hospital campus, and near
Wilshire/Gayley. At the VA
Hospital campus, crews are relo-
cating underground infrastructure
and completing preparation work
through April before decking
work over the future station box
begins in May. The preparation
work is occurring along Wilshire
Boulevard and Bonsall and
Federal avenues. In May, the
decking work will require the clo-
sure of ramps between the VA
Hospital campus and the San
Diego (405) Freeway, and more
details will be announced. 

Piling is occurring at the site of
the future UCLA subway station
near Wilshire/Gayley. Weekday
construction hours are 9 p.m. to 6
a.m., and weekend constructions
runs from 9 p.m. on Fridays
through 6 a.m. on Mondays.
Once the piling is complete in
May, decking will be placed
above the station box to create a
temporary roadway. 

In Century City, work is occur-
ring at a future subway station
near Constellation Boulevard and
Avenue of the Stars. Crews are
relocating sewer and storm drains
through mid-2022 and excavation
of the future subway station is
ongoing. Tunneling support is
also occurring at the site through
the end of 2022. Partial traffic
lane closures will be required on
Avenue of the Stars. 

In Beverly Hills, construction
is ongoing at the Wilshire/Rodeo
and Wilshire/La Cienega subway
stations. Work on the
Wilshire/Rodeo station will run
through 2024. Construction in the
area will require lane closures on
Wilshire Boulevard between El
Camino and Crescent drives.

Twin tunneling machines that are
excavating toward the future
Wilshire/La Cienega station have
reached Beverly Drive. 

Farther east at the Wilshire/La
Cienega station, station
appendage construction is ongo-
ing through 2023. Lane reduc-
tions may be necessary on
Wilshire Boulevard between La
Cienega and San Vicente boule-
vards. Gale Drive will be tem-
porarily closed north of Wilshire
Boulevard through April. 

Crews are also building the
Wilshire/Fairfax subway station.
The sidewalk along the south side
of Wilshire Boulevard between
Ogden Drive and Orange Grove
Avenue will be closed for approx-
imately one month as work near
the station entrance progresses.
Most of the appendage construc-
tion is anticipated to be complete
by April. 

At Wilshire/La Brea, work
continues on a future subway sta-
tion. Lane closures will be neces-
sary on Wilshire Boulevard near
staging areas near La Brea
Avenue. Wilshire Boulevard will
be reduced to two lanes in each
direction between Detroit Street
and Highland Avenue through
April 4. Sycamore Avenue will
also be closed immediately south
of Wilshire Boulevard. 

From April 22 through July 11,
crews will remove decking on
Wilshire Boulevard between La
Brea and Highland avenues,
which will require weekend clo-
sures of Wilshire Boulevard. The
work will occur from 9 p.m. on
Fridays through 6 a.m. on
Mondays, and the street will be
restored for weekday commutes.
More details about the street
restoration process will be
released closer to the date when
construction begins. 

For questions and concerns
about the Purple Line Extension
project, call the 24-hour project
hotline at (213)922-6934, email
the project team at purpleline-
ext@metro.net, or visit metro.net. 

Metro provides latest
updates on Purple Line 

photo courtesy of Metro 

Piling work to create the future subway station box is ongoing at
Wilshire/Gayley, the site of the future UCLA subway station. 

https://bogiesliquor.com
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operation, advanced air quality
monitoring programs and helped
improve inspection protocols for

industrial facilities. 
For information, visit

lamayor.org. 

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
announced on Feb. 3 that the mini-
mum wage rate will increase from
$15 to $16.04 per hour in Los
Angeles, effective July 1. 

“We fought to raise the minimum
wage because hard work should
always be met with the dignity,
respect and opportunity that fair
pay brings,” Garcetti said. “Our
decision to end poverty wages in
L.A. caused a ripple effect across
the nation, and this additional
increase is the latest reason to cele-
brate, and a reminder of how our
fight for better wages is far from
finished.” 

The increase became official on
Feb. 1 and is in accordance with the
Los Angeles municipal code, which
states that on July 1, 2022, and
annually thereafter, the minimum
wage will increase based on the
consumer price index for urban
wage earners and clerical workers
in the Los Angeles metropolitan
area, as published by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics. 

In June 2015, Garcetti led a coali-
tion to sign the wage increase into
law, raising the city’s minimum
wage to $15 per hour by 2020. Los
Angeles is the first big city in the
United States to implement such a
change. The law will raise the
income of more than 600,000 resi-
dents who currently earn minimum
wage, helping to lift them and their
families out of poverty, Garcetti
said. 

“Everyday workers continue to
face many challenges. The mini-
mum wage rate increase is intended
to help move us toward a better
economy and ensure that employ-
ees can have their basic needs met,”
said Dr. Mike Davis, president pro
tempore of the Board of Public
Works Commission. “I commend
the mayor and City Council for
their efforts to combat income
inequality, and our Bureau of
Contract Administration for pro-
tecting and promoting the health,
safety and welfare of workers in
Los Angeles.” 

The annual pay adjustment aims
to ensure that workers’ wages keep
pace with increases in inflation. 

“This is an important step to
address economic realities for
every Angeleno who is working
hard to support themselves and
their families,” said John L.
Reamer, inspector of public works
and director of the Bureau of
Contract Administration. “As
always, our Office of Wage
Standards will remain committed to
protecting vulnerable workers from
experiencing wage theft to advance
labor standards in the city and pro-
vide hard working individuals the
opportunity to earn a fair wage for
the work they perform.” 

The Bureau of Contract
Administration is responsible for
implementing and administering
the guidelines of the Los Angeles
Minimum Wage and Minimum
Wage Enforcement ordinances in

the city of Los Angeles. 
For information, visit

wagesla.lacity.org.

City increases minimum wage

DATE:                                                 Thursday, February 24, 2022 

TIME:                                                  1:30 PM, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard 

LOCATION:                                      Meeting will be held via teleconference; details provided below 

The Planning Commission of the City of Beverly Hills, at its REGULAR meeting on Thursday, February 24, 2022, will hold a public hearing beginning at 1:30 PM, 
or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard to consider: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS TO AMEND THE BEVERLY HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE TO CLARIFY OR ADD LANGUAGE RE-
LATED TO DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW EXEMPTIONS FOR INCREASES IN BUILDING HEIGHT, THE ALLOWABLE HEIGHT EXEMPTION 
FOR ROOFTOP ELEVATOR ENCLOSURES ON COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS, THE ALLOWABLE HEIGHT EXEMPTION FOR ROOFTOP DECKING 
MATERIALS AND PARAPETS ON MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS, THE ALLOWABLE ROOFTOPS USES AND STRUCTURES FOR A 
MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL AND MIXED USE BUILDING, THE DEFINITION OF A PRIVATE TRAINING CENTER, AND REQUIREMENTS FOR 
A FENCE OR WALL FINISHES 

This Ordinance is part of an ongoing effort to amend language in the Beverly Hills Municipal Code (BHMC) to improve clarity, remove outdated references, and 

align code language with current practices.   The proposed amendments included in the Ordinance would not represent substantive changes to the current meaning 

or interpretation of the code sections being amended.  The proposed ordinance would modify the BHMC as summarized here: 

• BHMC §10-3-3100: Clarifying the threshold for an increase in building height that requires a Development Plan Review application; 

• BHMC §10-3-100: Clarifying the definition of height for commercial buildings to increase the allowable height exemption for an elevator enclosure  

   on commercial buildings; 

• BHMC §10-3-100: Clarifying the definition of height for multi-family residential buildings to allow the addition of decking materials for rooftop  

   amenities, and a proportionate increase in the parapet height; 

• BHMC §10-3-100 and 10-3-1880: Clarifying the allowable height for residential rooftop amenities and structures for multi-family residential buildings  

   and mixed use buildings; 

• BHMC §10-3-100: Amending the definition of ‘private training center’ to be consistent with the regulations in BHMC §10-3-1617; and 

• BHMC §10-3-2420, 10-3-2516, 10-3-2616, and 10-3-2814: Adding requirements related to the finishing of fences or walls in residential zones. 

This Ordinance has been assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria contained in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources 

Code Sections 21000 et seq.), the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections 15000 et seq.), and the environmental regulations of 

the City.  The adoption and implementation of the Ordinance represents minor semantic changes to the existing code and does not represent substantive changes 

in meaning or interpretation of the code.  It can therefore be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the proposed amendments may have a significant 

effect on the environment.  Accordingly, the Planning Commission will consider the recommendation to find the Ordinance exempt from the environmental 

review requirements of CEQA pursuant to Section 15061(B)(3) of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations. 

How to Participate
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e)(3), members of the Beverly Hills Planning Commission and staff may participate in this meeting via teleconference.  

In the interest of maintaining appropriate social distancing, members of the public can participate by listening to the meeting at (888) 468-1195 (participant code 

105093) and/or offer comment through email at commentPC@beverlyhills.org.   Public comment can be offered during the meeting by calling (310) 288-2288 or 

by video via at https://beverlyhills-org.zoom.us/my/bevpublic (passcode: 90210).  

Written comments should identify the Agenda Item Number or Topic in the subject line of the email.  In order to have written material included in the Commis-

sioners’ packet, it must be received no later than 8 calendar days before the date of the hearing. Comments will be read into the record, with a maximum allowance 

of 3 minutes per individual comment (approximately 350 words), subject to the Commission’s discretion. It is recommended that written comments be submitted 

prior to the posted meeting date/time. If a comment is received after the agenda item is heard, but before the close of the meeting, the comment will still be 

included as a part of the record of the meeting, but will not be read into the record.  

If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Chloe Chen, Associate Planner in the Planning Division at (310) 285-1194, or by email at 

cchen@beverlyhills.org.   

Sincerely: 

Chloe Chen, Associate Planner

NOTICE OF  
PUBLIC HEARING

Members of the public may listen to this meeting telephonically at (888) 468- 1195 (participant code 105093). Written public comment 

can be offered electronically prior to and during the meeting by emailing commentPC@beverlyhills.org. Oral public comment can be 

offered during the meeting by calling (310) 285-1020. Live meeting coverage will be available via BHTV Channel 10 on Spectrum 

Cable and webcast live at www.beverlyhills.org/watchlive. If you are an individual with a disability and need a reasonable modification 

or accommodation pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), please contact (310) 285-1126 prior to the meeting for as-

sistance.

photo courtesy of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office 

Mayor Eric Garcetti was joined at the signing ceremony by Councilmen
Mitch O’Farrell, Paul Krekorian and Paul Koretz, as well as environmen-
tal justice activists and community leaders. 

Los Angeles phases out oil and gas drilling 
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti

was joined by City Council mem-
bers, environmental justice activists
and community leaders on Feb. 4
for a signing of a directive to phase
out oil and gas drilling in the city.  

 “Oil drilling has always been a
part of our city’s DNA, but today,
we begin a new chapter, the true
beginning of the end of dirty energy
production in Los Angeles,”
Garcetti said. “The climate crisis

demands a swift end to our depen-
dence on fossil fuels, and by shut-
ting down our oil wells and lifting
up workers, we are putting com-
munities first, helping keep the air
clean for our families and moving
closer to a clean energy future that
doesn’t depend on dirty oil.” 

As a result of the directive
passed by the City Council, the
Department of City Planning, with
the assistance of the City

Attorney’s Office, will draft an
ordinance to prohibit new oil and
gas extraction in the city and
amend the zoning codes to prohibit
ongoing extraction activities. The
city will also study all drill sites
and lead a “Just Transition
Taskforce” with L.A. County to
help workers transition from jobs
in oil and gas drilling. 

Garcetti has put Los Angeles on
a path to phase out oil and gas pro-
duction and better manage current
production, representatives said. In
2016, he reinstituted the Office of
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Administration and Safety for the
first time in nearly three decades. 

The mayor also accelerated the
progress of the Clean Up Green Up

https://www.beverlyhills.org
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Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
has nominated Vahid Khorsand, 
who currently serves as deputy 
director of planning and land use for 
Councilman Bob Blumenfield, 3rd 
District, to the Board of Public 
Works.  

“Vahid has dedicated his life to 
lifting up communities and making 
sure city government opens doors of 
opportunity for our residents – and 
that makes him the ideal leader to 
help us deliver the core services that 
make our neighborhoods work,” 
Garcetti said. “His proven leadership 
skills and breadth of experience 
working with communities across 
Los Angeles give me confidence 
that he is well equipped to make sure 
City Hall is working efficiently and 
helping to improve Angelenos’ qual-
ity of life.”  

Throughout his career, Khorsand 

has been active in networks that 
advocate for increased community 
investment, especially for under-
served and low income populations. 
Khorsand was born in Tehran, and 
came to Los Angeles at the age of 4. 
After graduating from California 
State University, Long Beach and 
receiving a master’s degree from 
Pepperdine University, Khorsand 
worked with his brother at BWS 
Financial Incorporated, an equities 
research firm focused on giving 
back to local neighborhoods and 
senior citizens.  

Khorsand also served as the West 
Valley area representative for 
Garcetti from 2020-21, where he 
helped bring mobile vaccine clinics, 
resources for small businesses and 
facilitate the donation and dissemi-
nation of PPE to community-based 
organizations.  

“It’s an honor of a lifetime to be 
entrusted by Mayor Garcetti and the 
City Council to serve my city of Los 
Angeles on the Board of Public 
Works,” Khorsand said. “I look for-
ward to getting to work with my fel-
low Angelenos and digging in on 
important public infrastructure pro-
jects through the city.”  

The Los Angeles Board of Public 
Works is a five-member executive 
team responsible for the administra-
tion of the Los Angeles Department 
of Public Works, overseeing and 
managing more than 5,000 employ-
ees within the department’s five 
bureaus, which include the Bureau 
of Contract Administration, Bureau 
of Engineering, Bureau of 
Sanitation, Bureau of Street Lighting 
and Bureau of Street Services.  

For information, visit 
dpw.lacity.org.

Mayor nominates new member to Board of Public Works 

The Mid City West 
Neighborhood Council has 
relaunched the Neighborhood 
Purpose Grant program to provide 
funding for local schools and non-
profits serving the community. 
Applications for grants up to 
$2,500 will be reviewed on an 
ongoing basis by the MCWNC 
Executive Council.  

Grant proposals from local non-
profits and schools may include 
community gardens, local beautifi-
cation activities and neighborhood 
resource fairs. Creative projects 
that provide a public benefit are 
encouraged.   

Completed applications must 

include a project budget, and must 
be completed and signed. 
Nonprofit applicants must submit 
the organization’s IRS letter of 
determination. Public school appli-
cants must also submit a letter on 
school letterhead signed by the 
principal. Documents may be 
scanned and signed electronically, 
and emailed to executive@midci-
tywest.org.  Applications are due by 
the 15th of each month. Nonprofits 
can submit applications more than 
once but will only be eligible for 
funding once during the NPG cycle 
from June 30-July 1.  For informa-
tion, email executive@midcity-
west.org, or visit midcitywest.org.  

Mid City West offers grants  
for neighborhood projects  

The Los Angeles City Council 
approved a motion on Feb. 2 to 
place a ballot measure before voters 
during the June 7 primary election 
that will amend the city charter to 
provide an additional contracting 
preference to businesses located in 
the city of Los Angeles.  

The city charter currently pro-
vides for a bid preference for busi-
nesses that are “local,” defined as 
businesses located in the county of 
Los Angeles or the state of 
California. However, the city is cur-
rently prohibited from providing an 
additional bid preference for busi-
nesses that are located in the city of 
L.A.  

If the ballot measure is approved 
by voters, the city charter will be 
amended to add “City of Los 
Angeles” to the definition of 
“local,” and the city would be per-
mitted to codify an additional pref-
erence for businesses located with-
in the geographic boundaries of Los 
Angeles. The motion was authored 
by Councilmen Paul Koretz, 5th 
District; Bob Blumenfield, 3rd 
District; and Marqueece Harris-
Dawson, 8th District.  

“The city of L.A. is already one 
of the most expensive places in the 

country to do business, creating a 
climate in which businesses are 
forced to compete against firms 
with lower labor and business costs 
from neighboring cities, counties 
and states,” Koretz said. “This pro-
posed charter amendment is a no-
brainer and an opportunity to pro-
vide a bump to hundreds of local 
small businesses, many of which 
have been seriously impacted by 
the pandemic and struggled to stay 
afloat over the last two years.”  

“It’s vital that we as a city do 
everything possible to remove bar-
riers and connect local L.A. busi-
nesses to contracting opportuni-

ties,” Harris-Dawson said. “This 
ballot measure would allow the city 
to prioritize awarding contracts to 
local businesses that hire and serve 
residents in our communities, 
ensuring more economic opportu-
nities for local businesses and their 
employees.”  

“With the pandemic ending, now 
more than ever, we need to shop 
local and support Angeleno-run 
businesses, that includes our city 
government,” Blumenfield added. 
“As the second largest city in the 
nation, our spending is its own eco-
nomic engine and it should be used 
to power local businesses and 
workers so that the positive impact 
of our tax dollar is multiplied many 
times over.”  

According to the National 
Institute for Public Procurement, 
models of local bid preferences 
across the country have assisted 
municipalities in setting and 
achieving social policy goals to 
assist residents, and improve and 
protect the local economy. In 2019-
20, the city of Los Angeles awarded 
nearly $3 billion in contracts, 
approximately $600 million of 
which went to businesses headquar-
tered in the county of Los Angeles. 

Voters to decide if L.A. businesses get contract nods 

After a hiatus in 2021 during 
the pandemic, the #FoodisLove 
campaign returns in February to 
benefit St. Vincent Meals on 
Wheels, the country’s largest pri-
vately-funded senior nutrition 
program.  

Some of the city’s most popu-
lar restaurants are supporting the 
effort throughout the month, 
with each designating a specific 
dish from which proceeds from 
sales will be donated to St. 
Vincent Meals on Wheels. 
Dishes include Blu Jam’s 
crunchy French toast, lox bagels 
at Wexler’s Deli, Pez Cantina’s 
molcajete surf and turf, and 
caviar frites at Petrossian in West 
Hollywood. Also, four restau-
rants at Terranea in Rancho 
Palos Verdes will participate 
with a gourmet signature dish to 

fund the campaign.  
“We are so incredibly grateful 

for the restaurants who partner 
with us each year for the Food is 
Love campaign,” said Veronica 
Dover, CEO and executive 
director of St. Vincent Meals on 
Wheels. “Being able to gather 
with friends and family around a 
table and enjoy delicious food is 
such a blessing and something 
that we appreciate so much more 
now since the pandemic. What a 
delicious way to support our 
homebound seniors and our 
wonderful Los Angeles’ restau-
rants at the same time.”  

St. Vincent Meals on Wheels 
has experienced a 57% increase 
in demand for services during 
the pandemic. For information 
and ways to support the organi-
zation, visit svmow.org. 

New partnership supports  
St. Vincent Meals on Wheels 

photo courtesy of St. Vincent Meals on Wheels  

St. Vincent Meals on Wheels executive director Veronica Dover, left, 
and SVMOW director of development Christine Calderon-Caruso, 
dined at Blu Jam Café, which is supporting the #FoodisLove cam-
paign throughout February. 

“This proposed 
charter  

amendment is a 
no-brainer and an 

opportunity to  
provide a bump to 
hundreds of local 

small businesses.” 
 

-Councilman Paul Koretz 
5th District

Los Angeles City Councilmen 
Paul Koretz, 5th District; Paul 
Krekorian, 2nd District; and Mitch 
O’Farrell, 13th District, introduced a 
motion on Feb. 2 asking the city 
attorney to explore the implementa-
tion of an ordinance that would 
require gun owners in Los Angeles to 
carry firearm liability insurance, sim-
ilar to a proposed ordinance recently 
implemented by the city of San Jose.  

The new ordinance would require 
gun owners to purchase liability 
insurance through their homeown-
er’s or renter’s insurance, and pay an 
annual fee that would go toward evi-
dence-based initiatives to reduce gun 
violence and gun harm.  

“Not every household has a gun, 
and while not all communities expe-
rience high levels of gun violence, 
we all bear the economic burden of 
injuries and deaths caused by 
firearms,” Koretz said. “Insurance-
based systems can encourage firearm 
owners to take safety classes, ensure 
guns are safely stored, install trigger 
locks or utilize loaded chamber indi-
cators. Just like auto insurers use 
risk-adjusted premiums to reward 
good driving and encourage the use 
of airbags and other safety features, 

reducing per-mile auto fatalities by 
80% in four decades, we need a sim-
ilar approach to address the risks 
posed by guns.”  

“Gun violence in Los Angeles 
inflicts a catastrophic and unneces-
sary toll on people’s lives, in addition 
to costing taxpayers hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars every year,” O’Farrell 
added. “We must bring the epidemic 
of gun violence under control, and 
that means looking at every possible 
reform. Angelenos deserve a safe 
city.”  

The officials said nearly 1.17 mil-
lion new firearms were registered in 
2020 in California, with handgun 
sales up 65.5% from the previous 

year. In 2021, the city of Los Angeles 
had 397 homicides, up 11.8% from 
the 355 homicides the previous year 
and 53.9% from the 258 homicides 
in 2019, according to LAPD statis-
tics. The number was the highest 
since 2007 when the city recorded 
395 homicides. The Los Angeles 
Police Department also reported 
1,459 victims were shot in 2021, a 
54.2% increase over 2019, when 946 
people were shot in Los Angeles.  

Nationally, 75% of school shoot-
ings are committed by children who 
have access to unsecured or unsuper-
vised guns at home. Over 80% of 
teens who commit suicide with a gun 
used one that belonged to someone 
in their home, and every day eight 
children are shot with an improperly 
stored or misused gun found in the 
home, the officials said.  

“This reasonable move will pro-
mote the use of common sense mea-
sures to keep families and neighbors 
safe,” Krekorian added. “This ordi-
nance will go hand in hand with a 
law I wrote in 2015 that requires all 
handgun owners in Los Angeles to 
lock their guns or disable them with 
a trigger lock when kept in the 
home.”  

Councilmen call for gun owners to carry insurance 
“We must bring 
the epidemic of 

gun violence 
under control, and 

that means  
looking at every  
possible reform.” 

 
-Councilman Mitch O’Farrell 
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WeHo City Council takes Pride in 2022 celebration
  The West Hollywood City

Council approved plans for its Pride
2022 celebration.   

The city approved an agreement
on Feb. 7 with event management
company JJLA in which the compa-
ny will organize the “OUTLOUD”
concert event and receive no more
than $455,000 from the city.   

The City Council also approved
an official name change of the fes-
tivities from “One City One Pride
LGBTQ Arts Festival” to “WeHo
Pride LGBTQ Arts Festival.” They
also agreed on the closure of San
Vicente Boulevard from June 2 - 6.  

The council discussed the possi-
bility of a parade occurring during
Pride. Christopher Street West, the
former host of the annual L.A.
Pride parade and festival,
announced in 2020 that it would
move the event out of West
Hollywood, and then in December
approached the city to discuss hold-
ing a parade in West
Hollywood.    

Councilman John Erickson said
he has heard conflicting reports
about which weekend in June CSW
is planning to hold a parade in
West Hollywood and that they have

yet to file a parade application with
the city.    

“This is coming to us at the last
minute,” Erickson said. “The bud-
getary allocations have not been
discussed. … The deputy safety
director talked to me about the sig-
nificant fiscal impacts of what a
potential second weekend public
safety costs for a parade would be.”
  Councilman John D’Amico, who
is on the city’s Pride event planning
subcommittee, offered some clarifi-
cation on the issue.   

“There was never any discussion
with the subcommittee about an
L.A. Pride parade,” D’Amico said.
“If they want to have a parade, they
should consider doing it on the first
weekend because that is when our

street will be closed.”  
Mayor Pro Tem Sepi Shyne

added that she would not support a
permit for L.A. Pride on June 9 or
June 10. 

 “I will support only if they come
and want to have a parade on the
first weekend when we have WeHo
Pride.”  

A parade during WeHo Pride
weekend would cost the
city another $575,000, according
the City Manager David Wilson.   

D’Amico added a motion to the
approved plans that states any plans
for a parade must be submitted by
Feb. 28, which leaves the event
planning subcommittee at least 90
days to secure funding and plan for
a parade.  

Beverly Press file photo

Previous Pride celebrations in West Hollywood included parades, includ-
ing the celebration in 2019. 

The Beverly Hills Human
Relations Commission will recognize
National Kindness Week from Feb.
13-19 with inspirational activities.

The kickoff  begins on Feb. 13 at
the Beverly Hills Farmers’ Market
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. located in the
9300 block of Civic Center Drive.
The Human Relations Commission
will hand out “Kindness is” post-
cards and visitors can take pho-
tographs in front of a Kindness
Week banner. 

“Kindness Week is an annual
event that we celebrate in Beverly
Hills in which we encourage the
community to demonstrate acts of
kindness, whether it’s for their
neighbor or someone they don’t
know,” Beverly Hills Mayor Bob
Wunderlich said. “Just the simple
act of making someone else smile
goes a long way.” 

On Monday, Feb. 14, the Human
Relations Commission and the
Beverly Hills Active Adult Club
will distribute Valentine’s Day roses
to seniors who pick up meals at
Roxbury Park. On Tuesday, Feb.
15, Kindness Storytime will be held
in partnership with the Beverly
Hills Public Library with Human
Relations Commissioners narrating
stories on the Civic Center Plaza,
444 N. Rexford Drive.  

Join a free in-person self-care and
intuitive healing class hosted by
Erica Felsenthal at 8 a.m. on
Wednesday, Feb. 16, in front of the
basketball courts at Roxbury Park,
471 S. Roxbury Drive.  

On Thursday, Feb. 17, join the
Human Relations Commissioners
from 1-3 p.m. at Beverly Canon
Gardens, 241 N. Canon Drive, and
share what kindness means to you. 

On Friday, Feb. 18, be kind to the
planet by doing a project that bene-
fits the Earth. Take a photo and
share it on social media using hash-
tag #BHKindness. 

For information and a complete
list of activities, call the city’s
Human Services Department at
(310)285-1006, or visit beverly-
hills.org/kindnessweek. 

Celebrate
Kindness Week
in Beverly Hills 

BY CAROLS DE LOERA                 

https://farmersmarketla.com
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WeHo debuts new ‘golden child’ artwork
The city of West Hollywood’s

Arts Division has installed Travion
Payne’s “Heteronormative: Death
of the Golden Child,” a new tempo-
rary public artwork on the ground
floor of the West Hollywood Park
Parking Structure, located at 625 N.
San Vicente Blvd. 

The 9-foot-by-9-foot temporary
vinyl mural will be on display
through September 2023. The
“golden child” in the title of the art-

work refers to a popular, notewor-
thy person whose admiration stems
from outside admirers’ infatuation
with talent, looks or other attributes.
While a person may appear strong
on the outside, internally, they may
be more vulnerable, more
anguished, more troubled. Through
the painting, Payne hopes to bring
attention to the fact that Black and
LGBTQ individuals face an
increased risk of suicide due to

societal factors and other complica-
tions. In the painting, the “golden
child” is a reflection of a reality that
many people face today.

Payne is a Black artist from
Houston, Texas, who recently
earned a degree in psychology. His
passion for creating art led him to
utilize his background in psycholo-
gy to create thought-provoking
paintings that emotionally influ-
ence viewers. He enjoys painting
portraits using vibrant colors and
textures to add depth to the mean-
ing behind each artwork. His art
sheds light on controversial topics
that will give insight into the issues
that Black men face, such as mental
illness in correlation with religion,
colorism, homophobia and fragile
masculinity within the Black com-
munity.

Although the paintings feature
predominantly Black men, the
themes apply to other groups of
people. Payne’s paintings also
include hidden symbolism, which
intertwine with the numerous
meanings behind each painting.
Lastly, his paintings fuse apparent
contradictions, seeking to heighten
the experience of the spectator by
creating immersive portraiture.
Payne’s work explores an array of
human emotions that are associat-
ed with different facial expres-
sions.

Previous artworks installed at the
location include Mei Xian Qui’s
“Let A Thousand Flowers Bloom,”
Yuri Boyko’s “The Persona” and
Rajab Sayed’s “Partition.”

For information, visit
weho.org/arts.

Travion Payne’s “Heteronormative: Death of the Golden Child” is on dis-
play at the West Hollywood Park Parking Structure.

photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

Wegman installation nearly ready
Lisa Baker, Saks Fifth Avenue

and Marc Selwyn Fine Art, in col-
laboration with the Arts and
Culture Commission of the city
of Beverly Hills are, have
announced the unveiling of a
large scale, multi-screen video
installation by internationally
renowned artist William
Wegman. 

The installation, consisting of
two works, “Up Down Up” and
“Harmonics,” will span across six
storefront windows at the former
Barneys New York building at
9570 Wilshire Blvd., the future
site of Saks Fifth Avenue’s
expanded Beverly Hills location. 

The installation will be
unveiled at 6 p.m. on Feb. 16 and
will be on view daily from 5:30
p.m. until midnight through
March 30.

“I am pleased to contribute to
this William Wegman exhibition.
I have been an admirer and collec-
tor of Wegman’s work and am
delighted to share it with others,”
Baker said. 

In “Up Down Up,” Wegman’s
Weimaraners, Flo and Topper,
turn the screen into an elevator or
people-mover, mirroring the
pedestrians and the cars passing
by, occasionally connecting with a
glance as they shift along. 

In “Harmonics,” Wegman’s
mastery of transformation is on
display. The viewer experiences a
line of 28 perfectly synchronized
dogs against a black backdrop.
One moment the dogs are a cho-
rus line, then an undulating wave.

“We are pleased that Saks Fifth
Avenue and Lisa Baker have
made possible this site specific
installation by William Wegman,
a pioneer in the medium of video
art who made some of his most
important work in Southern
California,” said Marc Selwyn,
owner of Marc Selwyn Fine Art.

Beginning in the 1970s, often in
collaboration with his
Weimaraner Man Ray, Wegman
created some of the first and most
memorable works in the then new
medium of video art. 

A principal figure in the West
Coast conceptual art movement,
the art Wegman created elucidates
the absurd, transforming everyday
experience to alarming comic
effect. Wegman’s iconic video,
“Dog Duet,” features a pair of
dogs moving in remarkable con-
cert and reveals the trick behind
the baffling choreography only in
its final seconds. 

Wegman’s work is in the per-
manent collections of The J. Paul
Getty Museum, Los Angeles; the
Museum of Contemporary Art,
Los Angeles; the Whitney
Museum of American Art, New
York; the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, New York; and many other
institutions worldwide. 

Wegman is represented by
Marc Selwyn Fine Art, which has
shown his work since 2007. A
new exhibition coinciding with
the upcoming publication,
“William Wegman: Writing by
Artist,” will open at the gallery in
June 2022.

http://www.beverlyhills.org/departments/communityservices/artwalkguidedtour/?NFR=1
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I knew it was love when  
I wiped the mustard off 

your mouth the night we met. 
Let’s share a corned beef  

on Valentine’s Day.

419 N. Fairfax Ave.  (323) 651-2030

World Famous, Award Winning Restaurant • Deli • Bakery • Bar
Entertainment Nightly in the Kibitz Room

Since 1931

Come see us at our 2nd location 
12109 Santa Monica Blvd. at Bundy • (424) 317-0307

for dine-in, take out & delivery!
Open 24 hours!

Learn about SB 1383 at Miracle
Mile Chamber lunch meeting

Join the Greater Miracle Mile
Chamber of Commerce for its
monthly luncheon meeting on
Thursday, Feb. 10, at 11:30 a.m.,
via Zoom.

Tyler Griffin, of L.A. Sanitation
and Environment, will make a pre-
sentation on how the city is address-
ing California Senate Bill 1383, a
new statewide law on organic food
waste recycling. SB 1383 required
cities to conduct education and out-
reach on organic recycling with all

residents, businesses, waste haulers,
solid waste facilities, food banks
and food recovery organizations.
Information on the law is available
by visiting calrecycle.ca.gov/ organ-
ics/slcp/education.

A round table discussion with
members and a raffle is also includ-
ed. To register for the meeting, visit
us02web.zoom.us/j/ 82547129161
and use the meeting ID: 825 4712
9161. For information, visit mira-
clemilechamber.org.

De La Hoya shows he’s in Project Angel Food’s corner
Foundation was established in 1995
and helps improve the quality of life
in his hometown community of
East Los Angeles. The foundation
created and maintains a state-of-
the-art cancer center, charter high
school, labor and delivery center,
and a neonatal intensive care unit.

Project Angel Food prepares and
delivers medically tailored meals to
2,400 critically ill men, women and
children each day in Los Angeles
County. Volunteers are always
needed in the Project Angel Food
kitchen, located at 922 Vine St. For
information, visit angelfood.org.

Ten-time world champion, Hall
of Fame boxer, Olympic gold
medalist, entrepreneur and philan-
thropist Oscar De La Hoya volun-
teered in the Project Angel Food
kitchen on his birthday, Friday, Feb.
4, to give back to residents of the
city of Los Angeles. He was joined
by girlfriend, Holly Sonders, an
influencer, golfer and former Fox
Sports broadcaster.

De La Hoya was hospitalized
with COVID-19 for three days in
September, and wanted to celebrate
his 49th birthday by volunteering
with an organization on the front-
lines of L.A.’s COVID-19 relief
effort. Project Angel Food CEO
Richard Ayoub welcomed the cou-
ple to the kitchen.

“We’ve had some big stars and
even royalty in our kitchen, but to
see the volunteer and staff light up
like this – some even coming in on
their days off to wish Oscar a happy
birthday – is pretty amazing,”
Ayoub said.

The Olympic gold medalist cred-
its his mother, who passed away
from breast cancer in 1990, for
instilling the importance of helping
others a young age. But it was his
battle with COVID-19 that De La
Hoya said makes volunteering on
his birthday that much more special.

“Being hospitalized by COVID
really opened up my eyes and my
heart to give back even more,” De
La Hoya said. “So, the fact that I’m
here on my birthday really is a
blessing and reminds me of how
many people there are in need.”

De La Hoya and Sonders brought
a custom-made birthday cake to
share with volunteers and staff.
They cut vegetables and put special
labels on meals to let clients know
De La Hoya made their meal. He
boxed with a pinata, posed for pho-
tographs, signed autographs and
joined Ayoub for Project Angel
Food’s Lead with Love Instagram
Live series.

The Oscar De La Hoya

Project Angel Food CEO Richard Ayoub, left, joined boxer Oscar De La
Hoya and his girlfriend, Holly Sonders, when the couple volunteered in the
nonprofit’s kitchen on Feb. 4.

photo by photo credit is Noe Garcia

https://www.malibuclothesbh.com
http://www.cantersdeli.com
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Surgeons perform ‘groundbreaking’ transplant
Cardiothoracic surgeons in the

Smidt Heart Institute at Cedars-
Sinai said they recently performed
a robotic-assisted lung transplant,
the world’s first. 

With a new right lung, the patient,
a 69-year-old man from Claremont,
is back to exercising and chasing his
grandchildren after eight years of
declining health and mobility as
well as breathing difficulties.

“We believe robotic-assisted
surgery is the future of lung trans-
plantation,” said Dr. Dominic
Emerson, the lead surgeon and
associate surgical director of Heart
Transplant and Mechanical
Circulatory Support in the Smidt
Heart Institute. “Over the past two
years, we have transitioned from
offering traditional lung transplan-
tation to minimally invasive lung
transplantation to now, robotic-
assisted capabilities. This long-
awaited achievement is the start of
a new era of cardiothoracic care.”

Surgeons in the Smidt Heart Institute
have also developed new, minimally
invasive techniques that speed healing
and shorten hospital stays.

“Our team pioneered the utiliza-
tion of smaller incisions for lung
transplant, so much so that most
incisions are no bigger than the
short side of a driver’s license,” said
Emerson, an assistant professor of
cardiac surgery. “Smaller incisions
reduce postoperative pain and
improve recovery for our patients.”

Unlike routine lung transplanta-
tions, where surgeons usually create
a “clamshell” incision that involves
cutting apart the breastbone, the
Smidt Heart Institute developed a

technique requiring only a small
incision between the ribs – just large
enough to remove a patient’s old,
deflated lungs and then, insert and
inflate the new donor lungs. 

In addition to the technique, dur-
ing the robotic lung transplant, sur-
geons used the robotic device to
enter the body via two small “port-
holes” on the side of the body. The
small portholes are utilized during
all lung transplant surgeries to place
chest drains at the end of surgery,
which are later removed.

“With the robotic surgery, we
still make the same incisions we
make for our minimally invasive
technique,” said Dr. Pedro
Catarino, director of aortic surgery
in the Smidt Heart Institute. “The
difference is that instead of a sur-
geon placing their hands in the inci-
sion between the ribs to complete
the surgery, the robotic device
enters via the portholes.”   

Catarino, widely recognized as an
expert in minimally invasive lung
transplantation techniques, per-
formed the surgery alongside
Emerson and Dr. Dominick Megna,
surgical director of the Lung
Transplant Program at Cedars-Sinai,
to perform the robotic surgery.

The robotic arms, Catarino said,
allow for a great deal of movement
and manipulation.

“The less movement inside a
patient’s body, the less pain there
will be post-surgery and the faster
recovery times will be,” he added.

In addition to less pain and
recovery time for a patient, the
robotic procedure has its perks for
surgeons as well.

“The visualization used with the
robotic device is just so good,”
Emerson said. “You can see the air-
way and blood vessels in ways that
are unparalleled. The high-defini-
tion, 3D technology showcases
details you would never see normal-
ly. It was a remarkable experience –
something I will always remember.”

Dr. Joanna Chikwe, founding
chair of the Department of Cardiac
Surgery, noted that the new meth-
ods allow the team to help more
patients. In 2020, the team per-
formed 18 lung transplants. In
2021, they completed 60. 

“Smaller incisions and better
visualization lead to better out-
comes in the right patients,”
Chikwe said. “In addition to surgi-
cal advances, we have several
research opportunities in the
pipeline and plan on big changes in
the coming year – changes that will
improve every aspect of transplan-
tation for patients.”

Dr. Pedro Catarino
photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

CHLA study reduces prescriptions
There is considerable variation

in how doctors prescribe opioids
to children and adolescents fol-
lowing removal of the appendix,
according to Children’s Hospital
Los Angeles officials. 

A quality improvement project
involving 10 pediatric hospitals in
the Western U.S. and led by
CHLA has succeeded in minimiz-
ing and standardizing opioid pre-
scriptions while controlling
patients’ pain and avoiding addi-
tional hospital visits. The study
has been published online in the
Journal of the American College
of Surgeons. 

“Our goal is to provide children
with effective pain management
following surgery without over-
reliance on opioids, and we
showed that goal is more than pos-
sible,” said lead author Dr.
Lorraine Kelley-Quon, a CHLA
pediatric surgeon. 

In 2020, Kelley-Quon was
instrumental in crafting guidelines
with the American Pediatric
Surgical Association that identi-
fied laparoscopic appendectomy, a
minimally invasive surgery, as an
opportunity for an opioid-free
recovery in children. 

Appendectomy is the most
common operation for children,
with approximately 80,000 chil-
dren undergoing this surgery at
both pediatric and non-pediatric
hospitals. The study evaluated
1,524 children under 18 years of
age who had an appendectomy
during 2019 at 10 hospitals in the
Western Pediatric Surgery
Research Consortium. 

Collectively, the hospitals per-

form approximately 3,500 appen-
dectomies per year. Prior to the pro-
ject, five hospitals, including
CHLA, did not routinely prescribe
opioids after appendectomies. The
remaining five followed no standard
protocol, leaving opioid prescrip-
tions up to individual surgeons. 

In their effort to change pre-
scribing practices, the participating
hospitals used three interventions.
Study surgeons educated other sur-
gical faculty and advanced prac-
tice providers at each hospital
about the risks associated with pre-
scription opioids and on the impor-
tance of minimizing or eliminating
opioid usage after an appendecto-
my. They also instructed patient
families to use over-the-counter
medications such as ibuprofen and
acetaminophen when returning
home from the hospital. Finally,
the team surveyed parents after
returning home on how effective
post-surgical pain control was for
their children.  

The year-long project achieved
a significant decrease in opioid
prescriptions after appendectomies
– overall prescribing dropped from
18.2% to 4%. In hospitals that
were not using a prescribing proto-
col, opioid prescriptions declined
from 37.9% to 8.8%, and in hospi-
tals with protocols already in
place, prescriptions also went
down, from 2.7% to 0.8%. 

In addition, participating hospi-
tals closely tracked post-surgical
emergency room visits and com-
plicated appendicitis cases, where
quality improvement measures
also achieved lower rates of opi-
oid usage.

https://www.beverlyhills.org
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Youth mental health panel held tonight
Symptoms of depression and

anxiety have doubled during the
pandemic for youth across the
country, according to U.S. Surgeon
General Vivek Murthy. During the
past two years, 25% of youth expe-
rienced depressive symptoms, and
20% experienced increased anxiety. 

To help promote youth voices in
mental health reform and program-
ming, the county’s Youth
Commission will host a “Centering
Youth Voice in Mental Health”
panel event, in partnership with the
Board of Supervisors and the Los
Angeles County Department of
Mental Health on Feb. 10. The
panel will consist of youth commis-
sioners, mental health experts from
the DMH + UCLA Public
Partnership for Wellbeing and com-
munity mental health advocates.

“Young people in L.A. County
are resilient and strong. By seeking
their feedback for improving men-
tal health and wellbeing services
across the county, we can help
youth-serving organizations meet
their needs and prevent future men-
tal health crises,” said
Commissioner La’Toya Cooper,
who will be a panelist.

Youth, community members,
agency partners, community-based
organizations, philanthropy and
media partners are invited to join
and learn more about how to center
lived experience and youth voices
while responding to the mental
health crisis impacting youth in
L.A. County.

Co-sponsored by the office of
Supervisor Janice Hahn, 4th
District, the event is in response to

a  board motion and is designed to
center the voices of young people
who are often left out of the design
of programs meant to support them.

“It is imperative that when we
consider a path forward in helping
L.A. County’s youth recover from
the pandemic, we include them in
building solutions. By convening
mental health leaders and advo-
cates, the youth commission is
helping return authority to L.A.
County’s youth in healing their
communities,” Hahn said.

“The department of mental
health is deeply committed to the
wellbeing of youth in L.A.
County,” DMH director Dr.

Jonathan Sherin said. “We are
thrilled to partner with the youth
commission, which is positioned to
help amplify the voices of young
people who have never had a prop-
er platform for providing input to
county systems. It is our belief that
the youth commission will inspire
new and more effective models of
mental health care for young people
in L.A. County.”

The event will be held from 6 to
7:30 p.m. on Feb. 10. To register,
visit surveymonkey.com/r/
Y3LL3G3.

For information, call (213)633
5599 or send an e-mail to
YouthCommission@bos.lacounty.gov.

The L.A. County Youth Commission will host a mental health panel on
Feb. 10. 

photo by Bryan Chan

WeHo hosts human rights Discussion
The city of West Hollywood

will host a free Human Rights
Speakers Series virtual panel dis-
cussion, “My Name is Pauli
Murray: Exploring Race and
Gender Equity.” 

Join the city of West Hollywood
for a conversation around race and
gender equity and gender identity
in Participant and Amazon’s new
documentary “My Name is Pauli
Murray.” A pioneering attorney,
social justice activist and priest,
Murray shaped landmark litiga-
tion – and consciousness – around
race and gender equity.

The panel will include Talleah
Bridges McMahon, producer of
“My Name is Pauli Murray,”
impact producer Bryce Cracknell,
the Pauli Murray Center for
History and Social Justice execu-
tive director Barbara Lau and City
Councilman John Erickson, who
will moderate the discussion.

The city of West Hollywood’s
Human Rights Speakers Series

brings together diverse communi-
ties to learn about and discuss glob-
al, national and local human rights
issues in a supportive environment. 

The city of West Hollywood’s
Arts Division delivers a broad
array of arts programs including
Art on the Outside (temporary
public art), city poet laureate, Drag
Queen Story Hour, Free Theatre in
the Parks, Grants, Holiday
Programming, Human Rights
Speaker Series, library exhibits,
National Poetry Month, One City
One Pride LGBTQ Arts Festival,
Summer Sounds + Winter Sounds,
Urban Art (permanent public art)
and WeHo Reads. 

The virtual panel discussion
will be livestreamed on Tuesday,
Feb. 15, at 6 p.m. Registration is
requested via Eventbrite at hrss-
2022feb15. eventbrite.com. For
details and more information, visit
weho.org/ hrss. A URL link to the
livestream will be sent to those
who register.

Supervisors hire counsel
Los Angeles County has select-

ed a nationally-renowned law
firm, Covington and Burling, to
conduct an independent audit and
investigation of the county’s con-
tracting policies and processes,
as well as major service contracts
in light of U.S. Department
of Justice allegations against for-
mer Supervisor Mark Ridley-
Thomas.

The independent investigation
was ordered by the board of super-
visors to ensure the county’s con-

tracting policies and processes fol-
low best practices and are most
effectively serving the public’s
interest. The investigation will
begin immediately. 

Covington’s team will be led by
Carolyn Kubota and Dan
Shallman, two experienced former
federal prosecutors in Los Angeles
who work in the firm's extensive
investigative practice. As part of
their work, Covington has retained
forensic auditing firm FTI
Consulting.

http://beverlyhills.org/citymanager/mayorandcouncilmembers/wellnesswednesdays/web.jsp?NFR=1
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SUPER BOWL 
Steaks • Chops  
Ribs • Kabobs

USDA Prime Dry Aged Beef
• Tomahawk  
• Bone-in Ribeye  
• Porterhouse  

• T-Bone  
• Bone-in New York   
• Bone-in Ribeye

At the Original Farmers Market 
6333 W. 3rd St. • #350 • (323) 938-5383

Course Ground Beef 

for a SuperBowl of 

Chili!

Tailgate
Time!

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax

MARKETTAVERNLA.COM

English Pub Fare 
Full Bar 
Beer on Tap

JOIN US FOR THE BIG GAME SUNDAY!

Love from the Soul
at Annie’s

The Little Ethiopia eatery known
for fall-off-the-bone oxtails and

gravy, smothered pork chops,
chicken wings tossed in house-
made Hennessy sauce, barbecue
ribs and banana pudding is holding
a donation drive on Feb. 10, from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Teaming up with
@BlackOwnedFoodLA and other
nearby restaurants on Fairfax
Avenue, Annie’s Soul Delicious is
asking people to donate new per-
sonal care items valued at $5 or
more in exchange for a free meal.
All donated items, such as tooth-
paste, toothbrushes, shampoo and
soap, will be donated to the
Testimonial Community Love
Center, which provides clothing,
food and meals to homeless individ-
uals, as well as job resources and
case management services. 1066 S.

Fairfax Ave. (323)424-7402,
anniessouldelicious.com.

Taste of the NFL

Celebrity chefs Carla Hall,
Andrew Zimmern, Tim Love,

Ming Tai, Mark Bucher and
Lasheeda Perry, along with top
chefs from Los Angeles, will join a
culinary charity event at the
Petersen Automotive Museum on
Saturday, Feb. 12, from noon to 4
p.m. Indulge in creative Super Bowl
cuisine while helping
GENYOUth’s End Student Hunger
Fund. The organization provides
equipment and resources to students
nationwide. Enjoy a game day-wor-
thy chef cooking competition, taste
food prepared by the chefs and sip
decadent cocktails. Celebrities
scheduled to attend include NFL
players, boxer Oscar De La Hoya,
singer and actress Rita Ora, and cast

members of “Selling Sunset.” Proof
of vaccination or a negative
COVID-19 test are required for
entry. 6060 Wilshire Blvd. For tick-
ets, visit tasteofthenfl.com.

Kitchen United
deals

The multi-restaurant platform
Kitchen United is offering two

specials in February. Through Feb.
13, guests will receive $10 off
orders of $50 or more by using the
code BIGGAME. From Feb. 11-14,
guests will receive 10% off orders
of $20 or more with the code
Love10. Order online and pick up
the food at the Westwood Ralphs,
10850 W. Le Conte Ave. kitche-
nunited.com.

Olympic viewing at
3rd Base LA

Hollywood’s upscale sports
lounge 3rd Base LA is offering

stadium-style viewing, gold medal-
worthy crispy fried chicken wings,
fried chicken sandos, gourmet street

tacos and steak frites for the Super
Bowl. Also, in partnership with
Patron, the lounge is serving eye-
catching 3rd Base margarita towers
and cocktails including an I’m
Really Old Fashioned and All Bets
Are Off. 1562 N. Cahuenga Blvd.
(323)645-7470, 3rdbasela.com.

February at
Thompson Hollywood

During February, guests will
receive a complimentary glass

of bubbly upon arrival and a food
and beverage credit. Desert 5 Spot
is offering couples line dancing
lessons by Line Dancing Mike on
Feb. 14, from 6 to 10 p.m. 1541
Willcox Ave. (323)465-1234.

Veggie Grill taco
six-pack

The ghost kitchen concept Más
Veggies Vegan Taqueria has

launched a vegan taco six-pack
incorporating plant-based protein
alternatives for $21.95. Choices
include Tejano beef, chipotle carni-

tas, chickin’ tinga, smokey mush-
room asada and crispy Baja fish.
Order one or two types of tacos per
pack. Más Veggies is available for
pick-up or delivery from all Veggie
Grill locations. Receive free chips
and salsa with a $10 purchase by
using the code MasVeg at checkout.
110 S. Fairfax Ave. (323)933-3997,
veggiegrill.com/locations.

Tatel Beverly Hills
Super Bowl Party

The Spanish restaurant is offer-
ing a menu of traditional

Mediterranean recipes with a mod-
ern twist for “The Big Game” Super
Bowl event on Feb. 11 and Feb. 12.
Join host Michael Irvin as well as
celebrities, athletes and musicians
for red carpet arrivals at 10:30 p.m.
on Feb. 11. On Feb. 12, hosts
Jonathan Cheban, also known as
FoodGod, Dante Hall and Lesean
McCoy will welcome arrivals at
9:30 p.m. Special performances by
Ne-Yo, Georgia Sinclair, ABRXSE
and Luck will be featured. RSVP by
emailing tatel@taraink.com. 453 N.
Canon Drive. (310)651-8553.

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://huntingtonmeats.com
https://markettavernla.com
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Onion Rings & Fries

BIG GAME APPETIZER PLATTERS  

6333 W. 3rd St. 
at the Farmers Market

(323) 933-8446  
(323) 933-8447  

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

ORDER NOW FOR YOUR 
VIEWING PARTY! 

OPEN 6:30AM- 7:30PM 
6AM ON SAT & SUN $11.95  

add chicken $16.95

Chicken Wings
24 - $45   36 - $65 48 - $85 

Individual Plate $14.95

Mac N’ Cheese Casserole  
$40

Order Direct or from  
Chow Now • Postmates 
DoorDash • Uber Eats

add chicken $16.95

ORDER  
NOW!

GO 
RAMS!

French Dip Sliders 
with fries $40

serves 6

The Yardbird is offering a 12-ounce bone-in filet on Valentine’s Day.
photo courtesy of 50 Eggs, Inc.

Those looking to have their soul
renewed can come to Yardbird

on Feb. 14 for a prix-fixe menu for
$125 per person. An optional wine
pairing curated by the in-house
sommelier is available for an addi-

tional $38 per person. The
Valentine’s Day menu includes tuna
tataki, a 12-ounce bone-in filet and
lobster orecchiette. Reservations
can be made via OpenTable. 8500
Beverly Blvd. (323)250-8034.

Southern-inspired Valentine’s Day at Yardbird 

Watch the Super
Bowl at The Garland

Root for the L.A. Rams or
Cincinnati Bengals in The

Garland Hotel’s Lobby Bar and
Courtyard on Sunday, Feb. 13,
from 2-8 p.m. Curated menu items
at the Front Yard include barbecue
shrimp quesadillas, pecan wood-
smoked bacon wrapped “snap-o-
razzo” hot dogs, Front Yard Philly
cheese steaks, and ground rib burg-
ers on potato buns with secret
sauce. A 48-ounce pitcher of North
Coast Scrimshaw Pilsner is $19.
4222 Vineland Ave. (818)980-
8000.

Connie and Ted’s
‘You’re My Lobster’

Executive Chef Sam Baxter has
developed a special three-

course dinner to-go for $68 per per-
son. Start with a garden of mixed
greens, followed by a lobster pot
pie and chocolate torte prepared by
pastry chef Bebe Baharlou. A selec-
tion of Champagne, sparkling wine

and signature cocktails will also be
available for those wishing to toast
at home. Pickup is on Sunday, Feb.
13. 8171 Santa Monica Blvd.
(323)848-2722.

Valentine’s Day at
Mama Shelter

Enjoy a special dinner for two
with menu options such as lob-

ster au vent and baked Alaska for
dessert. Add a glass of natural wine
to pair with each course. 6500
Selma Ave. (323)785-6600.

Romance at The
Barish

Enjoy bites and craft cocktails
near a flickering fireplace in the

hotel’s historic lobby while listen-
ing to international chanteuse
Morganne Picard before dinner at
The Barish by Nancy Silverton.
The pre-select three-course menu is
$90 per person. Wine pairing is
extra. Reservations start at 5 p.m.
7000 Hollywood Blvd. (323)856-
1970.

Valentine’s Day at
Atrium

Executive Chef James LaLonde
is preparing a variety of dishes

on Valentines’ Day that include
braised short ribs, dungeness crab
risotto and chickpea panisse with
Royal Ossetra caviar. Finish with
butterscotch budino or cheesecake
with fig compote and mezcal.
Reservations are available via
OpenTable. 1816 N. Vermont
Ave. (323)607-6944, atriumlosfe-
liz.com.

Sofitel Jazz and Je
T’aime menu

Enjoy Valentine’s evening with
jazz music by Ryan Cross and

his band at Riviera 31 at Sofitel Los
Angeles at Beverly Hills. A special
aphrodisiac Valentine’s Day cock-
tail menu will be available that
includes ingredients such as ghost
pepper, dark chocolate and turmeric
to get the blood circulating. A four-
course French love affair prix-fixe

See page 18

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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At the Original Farmers Market 
6333 W. 3rd St. • #350 • (323) 938-5383

Filet Mignon

  For Your Valentine

We Carry  
USDA Prime Dry Aged Beef

• Tomahawk  
• Bone-in Ribeye  
• Porterhouse  
• T-Bone  
• Bone-in New York   
• Bone-in Ribeye

menu with wine pairing is $250 per
couple. The hotel is also offering
“The Glam Up” beauty package at
Le Salon that includes bubbles, a
blowout and lashes for $100. 8555
Beverly Blvd. (310) 278-5444.

Valentine’s Day at
Market Tavern

Chef John Palmer is preparing a
three-course dinner with two

options per course for $30 per per-
son on Valentine’s Day. The special
meal includes a Champagne toast
and refills. 6333 W. Third St., #706.
(323)452-9299.

THEBlvd special on
Valentine’s Day

On Monday, Feb. 14, THEBlvd
is offering a special four-

course menu for $135 per person.
Snap memorable photographs in
front of a flower wall and enjoy live
music during dinner. Enjoy a spe-
cialty cocktail while selecting a
variety of items on the menu such

as caviar, veal tenderloin, Alaskan
king crab petite salad, wagyu beef
tartare and poached lobster tail.
Reservations can be made via
OpenTable. 9500 Wilshire Blvd.
(310)275-5200.

Ocean Prime 
Valen-Prime dinner 

The award-winning steak and
seafood restaurant Ocean

Prime Beverly Hills is offering a
special Love at First Sight berries
and bubbles cocktail for Valentine’s
Day made with Belvedere Citrus
Vodka, marinated berries, house-
made sour, a splash of Domaine
Chandon Brut and dry ice. Toast to
romance on Feb. 14 while ordering
West Coast and East Coast oysters
on the half shell or a decadent
seafood tower. The special evening
features sea bass served with cauli-
flower puree, garlic fingerling pota-
toes and roasted tomatoes, finished
with orange vinaigrette and caviar.
End the meal with warm butter
cake accompanied by fresh berries,
vanilla ice cream and raspberry
sauce. 9595 Wilshire Blvd.
(310)859-4818.

Seafood Valentine’s
at SALT Restaurant 

SALT Restaurant and Bar
Executive Chef Sean Collins is

creating a three-course Valentine’s
Day menu for $75 per person. The
love-inspired menu includes oys-
ters, blue crab cake, filet mignon
and pistachio cake. The restaurant
is located at the Marina del Rey
Hotel. 13534 Bali Way. (310)301-
1000.

The Cat and Fiddle
Valentine’s Day

Dine on Feb. 14, from noon to 9
p.m., with a special prix-fixe

menu that includes soup or salad,
entrée and dessert. Celebrate on the
candlelit patio or inside the cozy
pub. For those who prefer dining at
home, pre-order from the celebrato-
ry menu by Feb. 13 and pick up on
Feb. 14. Start with tomato basil
bisque before a choice of beef
Wellington or lemon ginger salmon
with fingerling potatoes, cherry
tomatoes and pea tendrils.

SUR Restaurant & Lounge features a romantic ambiance for
Valentine’s Day.

photo courtesy of SUR Restaurant & Lounge

For Valentine’s Day, enjoy a
four-course prix-fixe dinner

for $75 per person while listening
to music by Casey Clare through-
out the evening. Begin with an
amuse bouche and select from a
choice of four first course items
including Sur’s famous goat
cheese balls. Second course
options include grilled filet

mignon, skin-on ora king salmon
and vegan tagine. Dessert includes
warm chocolate cake and blueber-
ry cobbler with ice cream. Owners
Guillermo and Nathalie Zapata
have revamped the venue, remod-
eled the back garden and added a
front patio. A new food and mixol-
ogy menu is also available. 606 N.
Robertson Blvd. (310)289-2824.

Romance at SUR Restaurant & Lounge 

From page 17

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://huntingtonmeats.com
https://www.mrmarcel.com


Japan House Los Angeles, a
Japanese cultural destination in
Hollywood, is reopening its 35-
seat restaurant space with the A5
Wagyu Experience, the first in a
series of educational, limited-time
culinary experiences.

Debuting on Wednesday, Feb.
23, the dinner series will allow
guests to dive into the intricacies of
Japanese wagyu beef, including its
farming practices and lesser-known
cuts. Reservations are available by
visiting japanhousela.com.

The five-course dinners, taking
place on Wednesday evenings
from February through April, will
showcase Japanese A5 wagyu in a
side-by-side comparison with
American wagyu. Throughout the
series, Japan House will host
guest chefs utilizing a range of
wagyu preparations from raw to
grilled, each highlighting the best
qualities of Japanese wagyu.
Menus will change based on sea-
sonal ingredients. The menu for
the first A5 Wagyu Experience
features gyu-tataki (side-by-side
comparison of lightly seared
Japanese A5 wagyu and American

wagyu beef); shishito pepper
salad; wagyu shabu shabu (thinly
sliced cuts of Miyazaki A5 wagyu
and American wagyu beef in a hot
pot); zosui (Japanese rice soup);
and a seasonal dessert.

The cost is $125 per person,
inclusive of tax and service charge.
Premium sake or Japanese whiskey
pairings are available for an addi-
tional $50. Reservations must be
booked online in advance via Tock.

Japan House Los Angeles is locat-
ed at 6801 Hollywood Blvd. For
information, visit japanhousela.com.
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In the Original Farmers Market   • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8447  frances@dupars-psr.com

A Romantic Valentine’s Affair!

™ Valentine’s Dinner $29.95 
   Dinner for 2 $49.95  ™ 

includes surprise Rose! 
Child’s Plate  $17.95 

(choice of chicken strips, fish or steak,  
sides not included)

Served All Day Thurday, Feb. 10 through Monday, Feb. 14

Choice of: 
Wild “Love” Salad of mixed greens,  

cranberries, sugared walnuts drizzled with 
Pomegranate Vinaigrette 

OR 
Soup du Jour 

™™™™™ 

A Duo of Petit Steak &  
Orange Glazed Salmon 

served with Baked Potato & Vegetables 
™™™™™ 

Slice of Du-par’s Love Pie 
™™™™™

Pre-Order Your  
Love Me Tender Dinners  

& Whole Love Pies today!

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Order Direct or from  
Chow Now • Postmates 
DoorDash • Uber Eats

Open M-F 6:30 am - 7:30 pm 

Sat & Sun 6am - 7:30 pm 
Patio & Indoor 
Dining Open 

Chocolate strawberry terrine will
be served for dessert. Order via
ChowNow. 742 N. Highland
Ave. (323)468-3800, thecatandfid-
dle.com.

Chao Krung Valentine’s
Day specials 

Bring a friend or loved one to
Chao Krung through Feb. 14

for tamarind catfish with a prosecco
or Riesling wine pairing for $35.
Other specials include lamb chops
for $38. The entrée can be paired
with a glass of cabernet sauvignon
for $49. 111 N. Fairfax Ave.
(323)939-8361.

Valentine’s Day at
JW Steakhouse

On Monday, Feb. 14, Chef
Victor Miguel and his team are

preparing a special menu for two at
the JW Steakhouse. Start with an
aphrodisiac appetizer made with
oysters and blood orange granite.
The entrée will be wagyu beef tom-
ahawk steak served with confit

potatoes, braised cipollini onions,
foraged mushrooms and roasted
elephant garlic, and dressed with
bordelaise sauce. Finish with
chocolate butterscotch pot de créme
with berry consommé, chocolate
honeycomb and raspberry powder.
Reserve via OpenTable. 5855 W.
Century Blvd. (310)293-5471.

Wood & Vine
Nightly Specials

On Feb. 14, Wood & Vine is
preparing a celebratory chef’s

tasting menu for $150 per couple,
or $225 per couple with wine pair-
ings. On Wednesday, Feb. 16,
Wood & Vine has invited different
restaurants to the open-air patio to
serve food and beverages.
Residents and theater patrons are
invited to dine beginning at 6:30
p.m. before seeing “Hamilton” at
the Hollywood Pantages Theatre.
The pre-show dinner includes
complimentary bites from
Fabulous Cucina, St. Felix, The
Breakfast Club and L’Antica
Pizzeria da Michele, as well as
Wood & Vine. A cash bar will be
available for drinks, and discount-

ed “Hamilton” tickets start at $49
for the 8 p.m. show. Return to
Wood & Vine on Wednesday, Feb.
23, for a celebratory LGBTQ Night
and discounted tickets for that
evening’s performance of
“Hamilton.” 6280 Hollywood
Blvd. (323)334-3360, woodand-
vine.com.

Valentine’s Dinner at
Conservatory WeHo

Chef Victor Munoz is offering a
progressive tasting menu for

$150 per person with an aphrodisi-
ac experience for Valentine’s Day.
Sit outside in a dining area aglow
with fire pits and heat lamps. The
menu includes Champagne and
oysters, scallop crudo, Santa
Barbara uni with strawberries,
Snake River Farms wagyu New
York steak, white rainbow trout,
and chocolate and roses. In the
Society Room, signature cocktails,
special bites and desserts are
served, and tarot card and lipstick
readings are featured. Reserve via
Resy. 8289 Santa Monica Blvd.
(323)654-0020.

Participants in the A5 Wagyu
Experience dinner series at Japan
House Los Angeles will learn first-
hand what sets Japanese wagyu
apart from other varieties.

photo courtesy of Japan House Los Angeles

Dinner series highlights Japanese wagyu beef

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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Super Bowl Specials!  

6333 W. Third St. 
Farmers Market  
323.938.5131 

www.marcondas.com

Coarse 
Ground Beef

$5.98/lb.
plain or seasoned for chili

Family Owned at the 
Farmers Market  

for 81 Years

Marinated 
Chicken 
Wings  

$488 / lb.  
plain or spicy

Don’t forget Hot Dogs &  
Gourmet Burger Blend 
with this ad • exp. 2/16/2022

Valentine’s Day at the Farmers Market
The Original Farmers Market, corner of Third and Fairfax, is offering

many ways to celebrate Valentine’s Day. Whether it’s a celebration with
friends, family or a significant other, the merchants at the Farmers Market
can satisfy any gift-giving need. Grab one of Marconda’s Meats festive
heart-shaped rib-eye steaks, pair it with fine wine from Monsieur Marcel
Gourmet Market and finish with a chocolate strawberry pie from Du-par’s.
Kiehl’s and Sticker Planet are offering specials, and restaurants including
Market Tavern, Pasta Corner and El Granjero Cantina will serve dishes
included on romantic holiday menus. 

The Original Farmers Market is located at 6333 W. Third St. For infor-
mation and a Valentine’s Day gift guide, visit farmersmarketla.com. 

photo courtesy of the Original Farmers Market 

Television talk show host Andy
Cohen was honored with the
2,711th star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame on Friday, Feb. 4, at
6652 Hollywood Blvd. 

“Andy Cohen is one of the most
entertaining guys in show business
and always keeps all his guests on
their toes,” Walk of Fame producer
Ana Martinez said. “There’s never
a dull moment with Andy.” 

Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce chair Nicole Mihalka
served as the master of ceremonies.
Dwayne Gathers, immediate past
chair of the chamber board,
unveiled the star alongside John
Mayer, Garcelle Beauvais and Lisa
Rinna.  

Cohen is an Emmy Award-win-
ning host, producer and author –
best known as the host and execu-
tive producer of Emmy-nominated
“Watch What Happens Live with
Andy Cohen,” Bravo’s late night,
interactive talk show which has
been extended through 2023. 

Cohen serves as executive pro-
ducer on more than 14 properties
across NBCUniversal, including
the “The Real Housewives” fran-

chise, and he hosts the network’s
highly-rated reunion specials.

Cohen has two channels on
Sirius XM. In 2015, he launched
“Radio Andy,” a personally curated
channel on SiriusXM focused on
pop culture, celebrities, lifestyle,
and the dish on all topics deep and
shallow. “Andy Cohen’s Kiki
Lounge,” a music-focused channel
with Cohen’s all-time favorites,

launched in 2021. 
Born in St. Louis, Cohen is a

graduate of Boston University
where he received a bachelor of sci-
ences in broadcast journalism.
Cohen is currently on the board of
directors for charity Friends In
Deed and resides in New York City
with his son, Benjamin Cohen. 

For information, visit walkof-
fame.com. 

photo courtesy of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce/@imagerybyoscar 

TV host ‘Radio Andy’ receives Walk of Fame star 

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
https://marcondas.com
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 The Natural History Museum of
Los Angeles County has launched
a new initiative “Kneaded: L.A.
Bread Stories,” a digital-first multi-
media series that highlights L.A.’s
history of breadmaking and cele-
brates a selection of the diverse
bakers and community builders
who call the city home.

Throughout the year, “Kneaded
L.A.” will premiere videos, sto-
ries and photo essays with these
bakers, sharing how their delicious
breads facilitate important cultural
heritages and traditions. As a part
of its mission, NHM celebrates and
illuminates L.A.’s diverse rich nat-
ural and cultural history. 

“This new initiative honors the
diversity of our city and gets to the
heart of what makes L.A. so spe-
cial. We are so excited to work
together with bakers across the
county to launch ‘Kneaded: L.A.
Bread Stories’ and showcase the
multilayered stories that celebrate
the rich heritage of L.A.,” NHM-
LAC President and Director Lori
Bettison-Varga said. 

“Kneaded L.A.” serves as a
unifying theme to celebrate the
range of experiences, traditions
and identities in L.A., rather than a
competition to uncover the best of
the city. The storefronts of fea-
tured bread makers are found in a
variety of locations, from mini-
malls to pop-up restaurants, food
trucks and corner bakeries. For
many of them, not only does bread
nourish communities, but also
brings people together to build
communities. Throughout the ini-
tiative, audiences will be encour-

aged to learn about the history and
culture of each type of bread and
bakery in order to deepen their
relationship and appreciation of
Los Angeles. 

“‘Kneaded L.A.’ spotlights the
diverse communities that make our
city such a vibrant and interesting
place to live. Learning more about
the bakers and traditions behind
each piece of delicious bread
makes every bite more enjoyable
and deepens our connections to the
small businesses and people in our
neighborhoods,” L.A. County
Board of Supervisors Chair Holly
J. Mitchell said. “I want to thank
the Natural History Museum of
Los Angeles County for continuing
to provide educational and impact-
ful programs like this for the resi-
dents of the Second District and

throughout L.A. County.” 
February spotlights Marlene

Beckford’s Jamaican Fry
Dumplings from Leimert
Park’s Ackee Bamboo Jamaican
Cuisine. 

Highlights from the upcoming
months include: Frogtown’s Just
What I Kneaded in March;
Glendale’s Zhengyalov Hatzin
April; Santa Monica’s DK Donuts
& Bakery in May; Downtown
L.A.’s Nickel Diner in
June; The Original
Hawowshi pop-up in July; an
exploration of L.A.’s bread history
in August; Guatemalteca
Bakery in September; Long
Beach’s San & Wolves Bake
Shop in October; and Lucy
Hale's Indian Tacos &
Frybread pop-up in November.  

Open M-F  
6:30 am- 7:30 pm 
Sat. & Sun  
6 am- 7:30pm 
Hours subject to 
changechange

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax • (323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Bakery  
Box

Valentine s      Day’

You’ll Love  
Our Sweets!

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox) • (323)467-7124

10% off all 
merchandise  

in the storewith this coupon!

SUPERBOWL  
FEB 13!!!

Stock up on party goods now!

SUPERBOWL  

We L™VE
™ Valentine’s Day! ™
Balloons, banners, party favors, paper goods, 
wrapping, bows, and sweets for your sweet!

BEADS! 
AND SO MUCH 

MORE TO  
“ROULEZ LES  
BON TEMPS!”

Let’s Go Rams

photo by Natural History Museum  

“Kneaded: L.A. Bread Stories” explains the complex traditions and
identities of L.A. through bread. 

Local bakers shape ‘Kneaded: L.A. Bread Stories’
The 30th annual Elton John

AIDS Foundation Academy
Awards Viewing Party announced
that six-time Grammy Award-win-
ning singer-songwriter, performer,
producer and best-selling author
Brandi Carlile will perform at the
party on March 27.  

“David [Furnish] and I are so
grateful to celebrate 30 years of the
foundation and especially grateful
to Brandi Carlile and the many fab-
ulous guests supporting us for
another magnificent night in West
Hollywood Park,” Elton John AIDS
Foundation founder Sir Elton John
said. “Our success reflects the pas-
sion, commitment and generosity of
our supporters. Together, we are
making a difference and bringing
light and hope to people living with
HIV around the world.” 

The annual Academy Awards
Viewing Party is aligned with the
30th anniversary of the Elton John
AIDS Foundation, but marks their
return to live events. Since the
event’s inception in 1992, the Oscar
viewing party has supported Elton
John AIDS Foundation’s efforts to
raise millions for its work.  

“Getting to perform for such a
significant milestone of one of the
most legendary Oscar parties is an
absolute honor. I’m looking for-
ward to celebrating Hollywood’s
big night with close friends and
supporters of the Elton John AIDS
Foundation and helping bring
awareness to an incredibly impor-
tant cause,” Carlile said. 

“While we’ve made great
progress since the foundation’s
inception raising over $515 million

for HIV/AIDS globally, there is still
much work to be done for the 38
million people living with HIV,”
foundation CEO Anne Aslett said.

“Today more than ever, support-
ing those people is an issue of
equality. Everyone needs equal
access to life saving support and
that is our goal in ending the AIDS
pandemic.” 

Carlile is nominated for five
awards at the 64th Annual Grammy
Awards, including Record of the
Year, Song of the Year, Best Pop
Solo Performance and Best
American Roots Performance.

For information, visit elton-
johnaidsfoundation.org. 

Carlile headlines Elton’s Oscar party 

photo courtesy of the Elton John AIDS
Foundation 

Brandi Carlile will perform during
the viewing party in March. 

http://dupars.net/Store/
http://www.vineamericanparty.com
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The Hammer Museum at UCLA
presents “Lifes,” an exhibition
that explores the possibilities and
pitfalls of interdisciplinary artmak-
ing. Initiated by four commis-
sioned texts and including contri-
butions from nearly 50 individuals
from various creative fields, the
exhibition considers the legacy of
the so-called total work of art.
Organized by Aram Moshayedi,
with curational assistant Nicholas
Barlow, “Lifes” will be on view
from Feb. 13 to May 8. 

“‘Lifes’ is an expression of the
ways in which conversations
between artists can produce new
art forms. I’m proud that the
Hammer Museum is a place for
exhibitions that challenge how we
see and think about art, how art is
made and distributed and for
whom,” Hammer Museum direc-
tor Ann Philbin said.
“‘Lifes’ will be a living, breathing
entity that changes over the span of

the exhibition, and I believe the
mystery of what results will have a
special resonance in our current
pandemic life, where isolation and
uncertainty abound.” 

The exhibition was initiated by
textual contributions from four
writers — philosopher and
author Fahim Amir, writer and
director Asher Hartman, poet and
visual artist Rindon Johnson and
author and essayist Adania Shibli.
The invitations came with no
expectation as to how their writing
would manifest itself within the
galleries of the museum, centering
instead on the authority words have
over meaning, the shortcomings of
interdisciplinarity and the question
of audience as inseparable from the
public life of exhibitions.  

The Hammer Museum is located
at 10899 Wilshire Blvd. For infor-
mation and tickets, visit
hammer.ucla.edu/exhibitions/2022/l
ifes.  

‘Lifes’ exhibition debuts at 
UCLA’s Hammer Museum 

The Korean Cultural Center Los
Angeles presents a special online
project, “Oh! Pansori,” series every
second and fourth Wednesday of
each month, now through March 23
on the KCCLA YouTube channel. 

“Oh! Pansori” is a new series
made by the Korean Culture and
Information Service to introduce
Korean traditional vocal genres
known as pansori, with professor
Anna Yates who is currently teach-
ing at Seoul National University. The
four episodes are intended to be easy
to follow and will allow viewers to
learn the basics of pansori. 

The “Oh! Pansori” series will
guide viewers to the basic knowl-
edge about Korean traditional vocal

genre pansori. The first episode,
which is out now, discusses breath-
ing, how to practice and three basic
vocalizations of pansori. The Feb. 23
episode will cover the four basic
beats of pansori, while the March 9
episode will examine the meaning
and role of aniri. The March 23
finale will introduce the concept of
chuimsae.   

“Pansori is difficult, even for
Koreans who grew up listening pan-
sori,” director of KCCLA Wijin Park
said. “This ‘Oh! Pansori' series will
provide an easy first step to learn
about pansori. Professor Yates will
walk through with audience about
questions and experience of pansori”.  

For information, visit kccla.org.

KCCLA presents ‘Oh! Pansori’  

photo by Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts 

Artist and author Payal Kadakia will discuss her new book, “LifePass,” on
Feb. 27 at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts.

The Wallis welcomes Payal Kadakia  
The Wallis Annenberg Center for

the Performing Arts presents “A
Conversation with Payal Kadakia,”
the esteemed founder of the $1 bil-
lion global fitness and wellness
membership aggregator ClassPass,
artist and author, in conjunction
with the release of her new
book, “LifePass,” on Feb. 27 at
4:00 p.m. in the Bram Goldsmith
Theater. Violinist, social justice
advocate and MacArthur “Genius”
Vijay Gupta will moderate the con-
versation. Kadakia shares insights
into the “LifePass Method,” the
unique goal-setting system she
developed to help people hone in
on their feelings, screen out unnec-
essary distractions and accomplish
more of what is meaningful to them

for both their business and life. She
also discusses how to let go of the
pressure to achieve a traditional
kind of success so people can cre-
ate the life they most want to live.
Kadakia will sign copies of her
book following the event. 

As an artist, Kadakia is the
founder and artistic director of The
Sa Dance Company, an L.A.-based
Indian contemporary dance/move-
ment company. 

Upcoming performances at The
Wallis in March include “Bridge to
Everywhere,” led by artistic direc-
tor Derrick Skye on March 3;
Shai Wosner on March
5; “Rapunzel Alone” from March
12 to 19; MUSE/IQUE, led by
artistic director and conductor

Rachael Worby on March 12 and
13; Sunday Funday on March 13;
DIAVOLO from March 18 to
20; “Bedtime Stories” from
March 24 to 26; and “The Verdi
Fiasco” with livestream begin-
ning March 27. The premiere
of “The Excavation of Mary
Anning”, originally slated to open
in February, has moved to the
2022-23 season. 

Tickets for “A Conversation with
Payal Kadakia” are on sale now at
$20. The Wallis Annenberg Center
for the Performing Arts is located
at 9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd.
For information, thewallis.org. 

photo by Korean Cultural Center Los Angeles  

Professor Anna Yates introduces audiences to traditional Korean vocal
genres in the “Oh! Pansori” series.  

https://www.bhtota.org


“Weekend With...” is a series run
by the Academy Museum that
offers audiences the chance to dive
deep into the work of a filmmaker,
an actor or a key creative over the
course of one weekend.   

In 1994, longtime film editor
Moufida Tlatli made her directorial
debut at Cannes with “The Silences
of the Palace.” The film won over
audiences and critics on the festival
circuits, garnering a Cannes
Caméra d’Or Mention d’honneur
and the FIPRESCI Prize at the
Toronto International Film Festival
and went on to have limited theatri-
cal runs in both Europe and North
America. Despite these successes,
the film remains largely
unscreened. What should have
been a widely celebrated classic
was never given the platform it
merited. While Tlatli went on to
make two more features, “The

Season of Men” and “Nadia and
Sarra,” that Tlatli isn’t more broad-
ly celebrated is emblematic of
many issues within the film canon:
being both a woman and Arab, her
work has been designated as
“niche.” 

Her films bear the specificity of
the stories she was telling — those
of women in the Arab world — but
their artistry and themes also
demand a reevaluation of what is
considered “universal.” Poetically
crafted and delicately acted, Tlatli’s
films are an exploration of the
human condition.  

On Feb.19 screenings of “The
Silences of the Palace” and “The
Season of Men” will be held at the
Academy Museum at 7:30 p.m.
and 9:30 p.m. 

The Academy Museum is located
at 6067 Wilshire Blvd. For informa-
tion, visit academymuseum.org. 
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Rams quarterback was
advocate for children

Former Los Angeles Rams quarterback Pat Haden was shown in
this photograph in the Feb. 10, 1977, issue of the Park Labrea News
with 6-year-old George Vick. Haden was the sports chairman of the
Crippled Children’s Society’s fundraising campaign that year. The
Crippled Children’s Society was renamed AbilityFirst in 2000, and the
organization continues to advocate for disability rights and provides
programs for adults and children with disabilities. Haden, who was a
standout player on the USC Trojans before joining the Rams, was a
Park La Brea resident at the time. On Sunday, Feb. 13, the Los
Angeles Rams will play the Cincinnati Bengals in Super Bowl LVI.
For places to watch the game offering food and beverage specials, see
Restaurant News on starting on page 16.

‘First Fridays’ return to
Natural History Museum

After two years, the Natural
History Museum of Los Angeles
County is bringing a refreshed
onsite experience to visitors with
this season’s “NHM First
Fridays: From Seeds to
Psychedelics,” featuring live
music, DJs, discussions and sig-
nature cocktails.

This year, “First Fridays”
returns to the roots of well-being,
reawakened with new ideas drawn
from ancient ways. From foraging
to fungi, seeds to psychedelics
and all things plant-based, this
season will explore how scien-
tists, activists and artists are utiliz-
ing the power of plants and fungi
to save humanity.

On Friday, March 4, DJ Lani
Love will play music during an
outdoor set. Afterward, enjoy
“Plants with Benefits,” a discus-
sion about the practice of psyche-
delic plant medicine moderated
by neuroscientist and science
communicator Dr. Yewande

Pearse in the museum’s North
American Mammal Hall. The
conversation will cover psyche-
delic plant uses, from scientific to
ceremonial, and will ask the ques-
tions, “Can we embrace the bene-
fits of psychedelics?” Pearse will
be joined by Dr. Beatriz Labate,
anthropologist and executive
director of Chacruna Institute for
Psychedelic Plant Medicines.
After the discussion, the fun will
continue with pop music on the
outdoor main stage. Audience
members can enjoy food and
drinks in the Nature Gardens and
explore the museum after-hours.

The event is free for members;
$20 for the public, with advanced
reservations recommended.
Additional “First Fridays” events
will be held on April 1, May 6,
June 3 and July 1. NHM is locat-
ed in Exposition Park at 900
Exposition Blvd. For information
and to RSVP, visit nhm.org/first-
fridays.

Seminar focuses on food preservation
Life Group L.A., an organization

providing information and support
for people living with HIV and
AIDS, is holding a free online sem-
inar on Friday, Feb 11, from noon
to 2 p.m. titled “COVID-19 and
HIV: 12 Culinary Herbs for
Restoration.” 

The guest presenter will be Chris
Dalziel, founder of
joybileefarm.com and thediy-
herbal.com. Dalziel will share tips
for participants to grow and pre-
serve their own food and herbal
medicine. She is a grandmother,
teacher, author, gardener, herbalist

and homesteader, and author of
“The Dehydrator Cookbook for
Beginners,” “The Beeswax
Workshop” and “Homegrown
Healing from Seed to Apothecary.”

Life Group L.A. provides free
programs, information and emo-
tional support through medical
forums and the POZ Life Weekend
Seminar. All services are offered in
a non-judgmental and safe environ-
ment with compassion and under-
standing.

Registration is required prior to
the online event. For information,
visit lifegroupla.org/zoom.

L.A. Realtors announce new president, board
The Greater Los Angeles

Realtors has announced the instal-
lation of 2022 president Anthony
Vulin and its board of directors. 

GLAR provides benefits and ser-
vices designed to assist their more
than 13,000 Realtor and affiliate
members in pursuing a successful
real estate profession, as well as
legislative and community advoca-
cy to ensure a favorable climate for
the real estate industry, homeown-
ership and private property rights.
Vulin will be formally installed at
the 2022 GLAR Installation and
Awards Show in March. 

After more than a year of virtual
events, GLAR will welcome back
members to their first in-person
event, “The West Hollywood
Nights: An Evening Under the
Stars,” on March 10 on the rooftop
The London Hotel in West
Hollywood to celebrate the past
year’s accomplishments, as well as
to formally install Vulin as its
newly appointed president.

“I am honored to take on the
position of president of this incred-
ible organization that is committed

to the betterment of its members
and community,” Vulin said. “The
real estate industry is in the midst
of one of its most challenging and
interesting times – inside the indus-
try and in the communities we
serve. Our members and our volun-
teer leadership team will be a posi-
tive force for homeownership,
housing opportunities and achieve-
ment in the greater Los Angeles
region and will ensure that our
members and their clients can con-
tinue to do business.”

The organization’s commitment
to better the lives of those in need
within its community has been a
part of GLAR’s mission since its
inception in 1903. 

GLAR’s ongoing dedication of
its members to professionalism and
giving back to the association and
community will be formally recog-
nized at this year’s installation with
the announcement of the first ever
recipient of the Richard Rosenthal
Achievement Award. 

Named after past GLAR and
California Association of Realtors
president Richard Rosenthal, the

award recognizes realtors who
have a commitment toward profes-
sionalism, exemplify high stan-
dards of client care and a dedica-
tion to giving back to their commu-
nity. 

“As Realtors, we have a duty to
our communities to ensure that
homeownership opportunities are
available to all, and that those who
want to live here can afford to do
so,” Rosenthal said. 

“To further positively impact our
local communities, we are thrilled
to announce the GLAR 2022 HAF
Matching Campaign,” Vulin
added. “Richard Rosenthal has
generously pledged to match all
GLAR donations to the California
Association of Realtors Housing
Affordability Fund up to $5,000 in
2022.”

The Housing Affordability Fund
is a non-profit dedicated to address-
ing the ongoing housing crisis in
California by raising and distribut-
ing funds through local realtor
associations to promote homeown-
ership and increase housing supply
in our communities. 

The Getty Center launches free concert series
The Getty’s annual concert

series, “Sounds of L.A.,” returns
for the first time since the COVID-
19 pandemic halted the program in
2020, launching its 2022 season on
Feb. 19. Hosted at the Getty Center
and presented in collaboration with
the Smithsonian Folklife Festival,
the series features three captivating
musicians whose performances
combine global influences in new
and unexpected ways.

The season kicks off with
“120,000 Stories with Nobuko
Miyamoto and Guests,” a genre-
bridging concert inspired by
Miyamoto’s latest album. The per-
formance reflects on her experi-
ence as one of 120,000 Japanese
Americans imprisoned during
World War II. Presented in partner-
ship with Japanese American
National Museum and SFF, the
concert’s opening night marks the
80th anniversary of Day of
Remembrance. Joined by produc-
ers Quetzal Flores, Derek
Nakamoto and a stellar group of
musicians, this concert features
moving “songstories” – political
and personal reflections that cross
boundaries of race, culture and
time. Each note invites the audi-
ence into "Bambutsu no
Tsunagari," a Japanese phrase

meaning “the space where all
things are connected.”

On March 12 and 13, tabla artist
Salar Nader presents a rare perfor-
mance with traditional music of
Afghanistan that will evoke the
spirit of renewal in celebration of
Nawruz, the Afghan new year.
Guest musicians include artists
Homayoun Sakhi on the rhubâb,
Chetram Sahni on the dhol and
vocals by Hangama Zohra and
Shamali Afghan. This program is a
prayer for peace, reflecting the
power of song and the calling of
love.

“Sounds of L.A.” closes April 9
and 10 with Hālau Hula Kealiʻi o
Nālani and Daniel Ho, a celebration
of Hawaiian culture with perform-
ers who capture the creative life
force of the Aloha State. The
dynamic program includes sacred
chants and soul-lifting melodies
that reflect both ancient and modern
times. The concert captures the
spirit of leo, through hula kahiko
and contemporary hula 'auana.
Original music will be performed
by composer and Grammy Award-
winner Ho and special guests
Randy Drake and Danna Xue.
Tickets for this program will be
available on March 7.

All performances will take place

in the Harold M. Williams
Auditorium located at 1200 Getty
Center Drive. Parking is $20, or
$15 after 3 p.m. For information,
visit getty.edu/museum/programs/
performances/sounds_la.html. 

After nearly a two-year break, the
Getty Center’s “Sounds of L.A.”
kicks off with a concert by Nobuko
Miyamoto on Feb. 19. 

photo by Michael Becker 

Academy Museum explores works of Moufida Tlatli

The Academy Museum will be
showcasing the works of filmmaker
Moufida Tlatli on Feb. 19. 

photo by Getty images



24  February 10, 2022 Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
Jan. 30 
 
At 3 a.m., a suspect was arrested 
on suspicion of driving under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs in the 
700 block of Alta. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 9300 block of Civic Center at 
11 a.m. 
 
At 4:13 p.m., a vandalism incident 
was reported near the corner of 
Wilshire and Whittier. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 9900 block of 
Santa Monica at 7 p.m. 
 
At 8:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 600 block of 
N. Canon. 
 
Jan. 31 
 
At 1:36 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 9600 block 
of Wilshire. 
 
Feb. 1 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 200 block of 
N. Canon at 3:20 p.m.  
 
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8700 block of Burton. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 200 block of 
N. Canon at 8 p.m. 
 
At 11:35 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim near the cor-
ner of McCarty and Charleville. 
 
Feb. 2 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole auto parts in the 100 block of 
N. Almont. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 200 block of S. 
Beverly at 6:33 p.m. 
 
At 6:56 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 200 
block of S. Lasky. 
 
Feb. 4 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 400 block of N. 
Bedford at 6:20 a.m. 
 
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 400 
block of N. Bedford. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
Jan. 30 
 
At 12:40 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of 
N. Edinburgh at 5:55 a.m. 
 
At 1:44 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8700 block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 

grand theft in the 7100 block of 
Santa Monica at 6:02 p.m. 
 
At midnight, an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
Jan. 31 
 
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1100 
block of N. Crescent Heights. 
 
Feb. 1 
 
At 2:40 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 300 block of 
S. Doheny. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 8900 block of Santa 
Monica at 6:05 a.m. 
 
At noon, an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
9000 block of Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8400 block of 
Santa Monica at 3:48 p.m. 
 
At 5:31 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 7100 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8800 block of 
Melrose at 10 p.m. 
 
Feb. 2 
 
At 10:49 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the 
8200 block of Norton. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1000 block of N. La 
Brea at 4:01 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8500 block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 900 block of N. 
Doheny at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Feb. 3 
 
At 1:25 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8900 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 900 block of N. La 
Cienega at 1:30 a.m. 
 
At 11:39 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
1100 block of N. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1100 block of 
Olive at 4 p.m. 
 
Feb. 4 
 
At 11:26 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
9000 block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8500 block of Burton at 
11:30 a.m. 
 
At 2:09 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8700 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 8800 block of 
Harratt at 6:45 p.m. 
 
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 

committed a burglary in the 1600 
block of N. Cahuenga. 
 
Feb. 5 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8900 block of 
Santa Monica at 12:45 a.m. 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8900 block of 
Santa Monica at 1:30 a.m. 
 
At 1:33 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8500 block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 7100 block of 
Santa Monica at 7:20 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 500 
block of N. La Cienega. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1300 block of 
Havenhurst at 9:30 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of 
Fairfax and Santa Monica at 11 
p.m. 
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
Jan. 27 
 
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a theft in the 8100 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 900 block of N. 
Mansfield at 5 a.m. 
 
At 7:55 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 8500 
block of Colgate. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1200 block of S. 
Bedford at 10:08 a.m. 
 
At 10:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
400 block of N. McCadden. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1600 block of N. 
Laurel at noon. 
 
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
7200 block of Franklin. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1900 block of 
Wilcox at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Jan. 28 
 
At 3:15 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
400 block of Saint Andrews. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1600 block of N. 
Ivar at 11 a.m. 
 
At 1:05 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 1700 
block of N. Highland. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 600 block of 
N. McCadden at 2:40 p.m. 
 
At 6:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 600 
block of Hauser. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7800 block of 
Beverly at 7:30 p.m. 
 
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 900 
block of Ridgewood. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 

vehicle parked in the 500 block of 
N. Hayworth at 9 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim parked in the 
6800 block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 6000 block of 
Hollywood at 11:40 p.m. 
 
Jan. 29 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 6500 block of 
Selma at 1:30 a.m. 
 
At 10:15 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim near the 
corner of Hollywood and Hudson. 
 
Jan. 30 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7200 block of 
Melrose at 1:10 a.m. 
 
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1700 block of N. Hudson. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1600 block of N. 
El Centro at 1:30 a.m. 
 
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 100 
block of S. Kings. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 800 block of S. La 
Brea at 4:35 a.m. 
 
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 700 
block of N. Laurel. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 7600 block of Melrose at 
1:40 p.m. 
 
At 2:26 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
5300 block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1700 block of 
N. Highland at 9:30 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Laurel and Beverly. 
 
Jan. 31 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1600 block of N. 
Schrader at 1:30 a.m. 
 
At 2:40 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1200 block of Hilldale. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of 
Sunset and Wilcox at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Feb. 1 
 
At 4:15 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 100 
block of S. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 500 block of S. 
Ogden at 12:20 p.m. 
 
At 12:40 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
200 block of S. Martel. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7600 block of De 
Longpre at 1:30 p.m. 
 
At 3:06 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8500 
block of Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8200 block of 
Melrose at 3:44 p.m. 
 
At 4:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8400 
block of Third. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7600 block of 
Beverly at 5 p.m. 

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
100 block of N. Las Palmas. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7200 block of 
Hollywood at 11 p.m. 
 
At 11:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim in the 800 
block of N. Formosa. 
 
Feb. 2 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Edinburgh 
and Stanley at 7:20 a.m. 
 
At 1:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 600 
block of S. Detroit. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 400 block of S. 
Burnside at 7:45 p.m. 
 
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 7600 
block of Norton. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
McCadden and Selma at 8:30 p.m. 
 
At 8:40 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
100 block of S. Laurel. 
 
Feb. 3 
 
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
6800 block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 8500 block of 
Beverly at 5:30 p.m. 
 
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
600 block of N. Sycamore. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Edinburgh 
and Melrose at 7:15 p.m. 
 
At 7:47 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
700 bock of N. Gardner. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a bicy-
cle in the 7000 block of Hollywood 
at 11 p.m. 
 
Feb. 4 
 
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1200 
block of N. Mansfield. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 400 block of S. La 
Brea at 10:33 a.m. 
 
At 1:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6100 
block of Franklin. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of Cole 
and Lexington at 3 p.m. 
 
At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
800 block of S. Curson. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 600 block of 
N. Rossmore at 7 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 6200 
block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1400 block of N. 
Curson at 11 p.m. 
 
Feb. 5 
 
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
6000 block of Hollywood. 
 
A robbery was reported in the 7400 
block of Melrose at 4 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8400 block of Beverly. 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Jan. 27 and Feb. 5. The information was compiled from crimemapping.com. 
To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los Angeles Police 
Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and the 
Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.
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WeHo honors Pulse nightclub owner
The West Hollywood City

Council presented a key to the city
to Barbara Poma, the owner and
founder of Orlando’s Pulse night-
club and the onePULSE
Foundation on Monday, Feb. 7.

Additionally, the council issued
two proclamations on Sunday,
Feb. 6 – one to Poma and one to
the onePULSE Foundation – in
recognition of their dedication
and commitment to preserving
the legacies of lives lost at the
Pulse nightclub.

Pulse nightclub was the location
of a tragic mass shooting that took
place on June 12, 2016 that left 49
people dead, 68 people injured and
countless other lives affected. Poma
established Pulse nightclub in 2004
as a tribute to her brother, John,
who passed away from HIV/AIDS.
The Orlando club was embraced by
the LGBTQ community for its cul-
ture of love and acceptance. Sadly,
it became known as the site of the
deadliest mass shooting in U.S. his-
tory, as well as the deadliest inci-

dent of violence against LGBTQ
people in the nation.

In the aftermath of the massacre,
Poma established the onePULSE
Foundation to fund, design and
construct a National Pulse
Memorial & Museum at the origi-
nal site of the Pulse nightclub. In
the interim, the onePULSE
Foundation has established a
memorial as a sanctuary of quiet
reflection and love dedicated to
honoring the senseless loss of
innocent life. The onePULSE
Foundation has also created 49
individual, annually awarded col-
lege scholarships named in honor
of each victim with input from the
victims’ families to highlight their
specific vocations, hobbies or life
aspirations. Poma now serves as
executive director of the
onePULSE Foundation and works
as an LGBTQ rights advocate.

Video of the presentation is
available for viewing through the
city’s WeHoTV YouTube channel
at youtube.com/wehotv. 

West Hollywood city council gave the key to the city to Barbara Poma
for her national work as an LGBTQ advocate.  

photo by Carlos De Loera

Mental health funding available
At the site of a new facility that

will offer housing and medical ser-
vices to people transitioning out of
homelessness, Gov. Gavin Newsom
on Jan. 31 announced the availabil-
ity of $1.1 billion to get and keep
vulnerable Californians off the
streets and provide them the mental
health housing and treatment they
need. 

The announcement is a critical
part of Newsom’s $14 billion home-
lessness package that will create
55,000 new housing units and treat-
ment slots when fully implemented.  

“We’re taking unprecedented
action to rebuild California’s mental
and behavioral health infrastructure,
getting folks the help they need to
get out and stay out of homeless-
ness,” he said. “Up until this point,
our pandemic-response homeless
programs have helped provide
housing and shelter to more than
58,000 Californians – we’re dou-
bling down on these efforts, provid-
ing more services in record time and
at a fraction of the price.” 

The announcement makes avail-
able approximately $1.1 billion in
new funding through Homekey –
$518.5 million for the Behavioral
Health Continuum Infrastructure
Program and $570 million for the
Community Care Expansion Program
– that local partners are encouraged to
utilize as part of the state’s strategy to
rebuild mental and behavioral health
services and house those most in
need, especially those at risk of or
experiencing homelessness. 

“We are systematically building
the housing and treatment programs

Gov. Gavin Newsom visits a behavioral health and transitional housing
facility in Los Angeles County.

photo courtesy of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s office

that California needs to better pro-
vide services to people with acute
behavioral health issues,”
California Health and Human
Services Secretary Dr. Mark Ghaly
said. “That is where our focus has
been, and today’s new funding is
exactly what we need to be doing.” 

In 2021, Newsom invested $12
billion to help get the most vulnera-
ble people off the streets and into
mental and behavioral health ser-
vices. The state’s California
Blueprint will bolster last year’s
investments with an additional $2
billion – $1.5 billion for Behavioral
Health Bridge Housing to get peo-
ple off the street and into treatment
and $500 million toward

Encampment Resolution Grants for
local jurisdictions to implement
short- and long-term rehousing
strategies for people experiencing
homelessness in encampments
around the state.

The multi-year investments will
expand the work accomplished
through Project Roomkey and
Homekey, which provided shelter
to avoid COVID-19 exposure for
more than 58,000 unhoused
Californians and created 6,000 new
units for Californians exiting home-
lessness. Newsom’s multibillion-
dollar homeless housing invest-
ments will provide more than
55,000 new housing units and treat-
ment slots in the coming years.

https://beverlypress.com/register/
https://www.latimes.com/subscriptions/directMail.html?utm_source=marketing_content&utm_medium=FL
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Across  

1. Spread choice  
5. Cuisine experts  
10. Way  
14. Elbow bone  
15. Backcountry  
16. Curve  
17. Settle an angry dispute  
20. Barefoot  
21. Putting in place  
22. Imagining that .....  
25. Skater Harding  
26. Big oil exporter  
30. One of the Osmonds  
33. Roman god of love  
35. Bedroom clock  
36. Calendar abbr.  
39. UN’s activity, at times  
42. Football gains, abbr.  
43. Scornful expression  
44. Canvas shelters  
45. ___cotta  
46. Itemize  
47. Mexican artist Rivera  
51. Attempt to score  
54. Neat  
57. Pet  
62. Work out a cessation of hostilities  
65. Flat  
66. Charley horse  
67. Fed. workplace watchdog  
68. Destroy  
69. Listlessness  
70. Norse, God of thunder  

Down  

1. Kind of platter  
2. First American in space, first name  
3. Explosives  
4. Apiece  
5. Nasty substances  
6. Marching syllable  
7. Baseball stat  
8. Internet info sources  
9. Swing around  
10. ___ Novo (Benin capital)  
11. Smiling  
12. Pint-sized  
13. Hagar the Horrible’s wife  
18. Gp. in charge of condos  
19. Crack  
23. Graphics machine  
24. Stumbles  
26. Offensive  
27. Regretted  
28. Primates  
29. Bite  
31. Enthusiastic  
32. Fiery reaction  
34. Misrepresent the truth  
36. “Pedi’s” mate, in day spa lingo  
37. Fall times, abbr.  
38. Oriole’s hangout  
40. Compass direction  
41. Pickled delicacy  
47. Foundation, frequently  
48. Poetic name for Ireland  
49. Nips  
50. Rockhound’s find  

52. Giraffe like animal  
53. Songbird  
55. Vermin  
56. Fabrication  
58. Home-run pace  
59. Keister  
60. Sound in a cave  
61. Close  
63. Light brown  
64. Flightless bird  
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Guillermo del Toro honors film
history with heaping scoops of mon-
ster movie delights, adding ingredi-
ents to dishes originally served by the
likes of Ray Harryhausen decades
ago. Then a film like “Nightmare
Alley” sneaks by during the winter
holiday season, proving this top-tier
auteur knows not limits. 

Most moviegoers skipped this
remarkable gem, now available on
HBO Max and Hulu, but this one
mega director noticed. And he and I
are of the same mind, regardless of
his ire for my beloved superhero
flicks. 

When Martin Scorsese learned that

folks fancied other films over
“Nightmare Alley,” he took to the
Los Angeles Times’ commentary sec-
tion to advocate for the film. It makes
sense. He adores movie history, espe-
cially film noir, and del Toro’s latest
feature shirks the man’s usual affinity
for fantastic monstrosity in service of
a story brimming with gloom and
dire outcomes. 

Stanton (Bradley Cooper) might
present himself as a medium able to
see the great beyond, but he’s little
more than a carnival entertainer, a
mentalist who lies to everyone. He
learns his craft at a circus run by
Bruno (del Toro’s muse, Ron

Perlman). 
Once his show takes off, so does

he, along with Molly (Rooney Mara),
to bigger venues and more temptation
to pervert the craft. If he’s that good,
perhaps he can con folks with deep
pockets by tapping into their deepest
traumas. Former colleagues like
Zeena (Toni Collette) warn him not to
succumb to these “spook shows,” but
conniving accomplice Dr. Lilith
Ritter (Cate Blanchett) has more
sway with him. 

It’s all the benchmarks of film noir.
As Scorsese notes, Stanton and those
around him “are all haunted, many
are doomed, and the film is based on
a novel with the kind of wild
labyrinthine plot that is a hallmark of
film noir.” 

For any fans of del Toro’s brilliant
body of work, ranging from
“Hellboy” and “Pacific Rim” to
“Pan’s Labyrinth” and “The Shape of
Water,” sci-fi anomalies and super-
natural thrills pop off the resume. In
“Nightmare,” the only monstrosity
resides in the hearts of unsavory char-
acters. That’s Scorsese’s primary cur-
rency.  

Del Toro might fancy violence,
eerie visuals and monsters, but his
stories rarely sit tidily in one genre,
especially his dramatic features. Take
“Pan’s Labyrinth,” which dances
around Spanish Civil War history,
adding in notes of fantasy and horror

through a young girl’s encounters
with a faun. 

“Nightmare Alley” feels primed
for such genre hybridity, but it
embraces a singular aesthetic. The
twist: there is none. It’s a pure mod-
ern-day noir story. No neo-noir, not
pastiche. The “Taxi Driver” director
agrees. This one’s more than a con-
temporary spin on a genre long
passed. For him, it’s “truer to the ani-
mating spirit of film noir than the
many ‘homages’ that have been made
over the years.” 

Like other modern noir tales, del
Toro re-presents the past in service
“to his own time,” Scorsese writes,
“but he’s doing so in the idiom of a
time gone by, and the urgency and
despair of then overlaps with the
urgency and despair of now in a way
that’s quite disturbing. It’s like a

warning bell.” 
I can’t say it better than him. And at

least the Academy noticed with four
noms, including Best Picture. But the
Oscar ceremony’s decreasing num-
bers doesn’t exactly help. 

The bigger issue at hand is the
changing film landscape. Where does
that leave other films like this? I don’t
know. At the very least, I can hope
that folks check out this incredible
film on a couple streaming platforms,
engage in a complicated story beauti-
fully told. 

Again, Martin Scorsese has the
words: “a filmmaker like Guillermo,
lovingly and passionately crafted,
doesn’t just need our support: he
deserves it.” Trust me, watch this
film. It’s the kind of story that broad-
ens the palate, invites debate, festers
in the mind.
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Molly (Rooney Mara) and Stanton (Bradley Cooper) share compelling
moments in Guillermo del Toro’s “Nightmare Alley.” 

photo courtesy of Searchlight Pictures 

Performances by Cate Blanchett, as Dr. Ritter, and Bradley Cooper, as
Stanton, make “Nightmare Alley” a must-see example of film noir.  

On ‘Nightmare Alley,’ Scorsese and I wholly agree 

photo by Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 

Actress Eva Longoria joins the “Seen” series to talk about her
Latinx identity.  

The newest episode of “Seen” –
the Academy’s series of candid
interviews on culture, identity and
representation with some of
today’s most influential Latinx
filmmakers and artists – fea-
tures Eva Longoria in conversa-
tion with journalist and series
host Nick Barili. Longoria and
Barili visit the campus of
California State University,
Northridge, from which Longoria
received a master’s degree in
Chicano Studies in 2013.

Longoria opens up about the
importance of activism and know-
ing your history, how being white-
passing both helped and hurt her as
an actor and why she kept her day
job for the first two years of her
acting career. 

The episode is available now on
the Academy’s YouTube at
youtube.com/oscars. For informa-
tion, visit oscars.org/news/acade-
my-launches-seen-new-interview-
series-focused-latinx-artists-and-
filmmakers. 

Eva Longoria talks representation in ‘Seen’ series 
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Museum shares resources through private partnership 

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News photo file  

West Hollywood’s first pickleball clinic will take place on Feb. 12 at
Plummer Park.  

The City of West Hollywood
in collaboration with its tennis
concessionaire, Tennacity, will
host its first pickleball clinic at
the Plummer Park pickleball
courts on Saturday, Feb. 12 from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

In December 2021, the West
Hollywood City Council
approved a series of pickleball
clinics in which community
members of all ages may partici-
pate and learn about the sport.
The upcoming pickleball clinic
will include demonstrations and
general information from
Tennacity staff about the rules,
scoring and basic strategies of
the sport. Participants will also
get the opportunity to play pick-
leball with others from the same
playing level on one of the five
newly resurfaced and striped
pickleball courts at Plummer
Park. Pickleball paddles and
balls will be provided to those in
need of playing equipment dur-
ing the clinic. 

Attendance is free and pre-reg-
istration is encouraged  by using
the Kourts app under the
name “Tennacity at West
Hollywood, Plummer Park.”
Free giveaways will be offered
during the clinic while supplies
last. Masks and social distancing
are also encouraged when not in
play. 

Pickleball courts are now a
feature of two public parks in
West Hollywood — Plummer
Park and West Hollywood Park. 

Pickleball court reservations
are available and can be made in
advance. Prices are $8 an hour,
or $4 for half an hour, for
Plummer Park. Residents may
reserve courts up to seven days in
advance and non-residents may
reserve up to five days in
advance. 

For information about West
Hollywood’s pickleball and ten-
nis courts, visit weho.org/com-
munity/recreation-services/pick-
leball. 

Pickleball clinic at Plummer Park

The California African
American Museum and Art +
Practice have announced that
CAAM will become the museum-
in-residence at A+P, commencing
a new, 5-year collaboration that
will bring CAAM-curated exhibi-
tions to A+P’s Leimert Park cam-
pus.  

In A+P’s 6,000-square-foot
exhibition space at 3401 W. 43rd
Place, CAAM curators will orga-
nize one exhibition this year and
two annually in subsequent years
of work by contemporary artists.
The first exhibition, “Deborah
Roberts: I’m,” is a traveling pre-
sentation of the artist’s mixed-
media works that will be on view
at A+P from March 19 through
Aug. 20. Roberts critiques notions
of beauty, race and identity in con-
temporary society through the lens
of Black children. “Deborah

Roberts: I’m” at A+P features a
selection of Roberts’s new col-
lages and paintings, as well as a
new interactive sound, text and
video sculpture. In tandem, the
artist’s figurative mural “Little
man, little man” will be installed in
CAAM’s lobby, encouraging
viewers to travel between the two
collaborating sites. 

CAAM and A+P have been fre-
quent programmatic collaborators
over the years, beginning in 2016
with a conversation centered on
CAAM’s exhibition “The Ease of
Fiction” at A+P. The program led
to a series of public events in 2018
titled “Points of Access” featuring
conversations on contemporary
art. 

To support the new museum-in
residence model, and as part of
A+P’s commitment to working
with and funding the collaboration

with CAAM, staff will partner on
exhibitions and related programs
on A+P’s campus. 

“It’s an important moment to be
deepening the collaboration
between CAAM and A+P, two
institutions founded by people of
color that share a commitment to
the production and celebration of
Black life, creativity and commu-
nity,” CAAM executive director
Cameron Shaw said. “We hope
this collaboration can offer new
models for expanding support of
historically Black institutions and
championing innovative ideas
locally and beyond.” 

CAAM is located in Exposition
Park at 600 State Drive. For infor-
mation, visit caamuseum.org. A+P
is a private nonprofit located at
3401 W. 43rd Place. 

For information, visit artand-
practice.org. 

LAUSD board takes steps to improve climate literacy 
The Los Angeles Unified School

District Board of Education unani-
mously passed a climate literacy res-
olution on Feb. 8, taking a first step
toward implementing a comprehen-
sive climate education program in
LAUSD schools. 

The resolution specifies that
teachers and students be given the
necessary tools to understand the cli-
mate crisis, and that students receive
skills to help them better prepare to
enter the workforce and economy. It
specifically calls for improving cli-
mate education in schools by inte-
grating climate literacy in all subject

matter from preschool through 12th
grade. Climate literacy centers edu-
cation around environmental justice,
green jobs and preventing misinfor-
mation, board of education members
said. 

The resolution originated from the
Climate Curricula Committee,
which is affiliated with the Los
Angeles chapter of former Vice
President Al Gore’s Climate Reality
Project. The committee’s goal is to
establish funding for staffing and
training that will allow teachers and
students to develop an understand-
ing about the climate crisis. Outdoor

education opportunities were also
identified in the resolution as a way
to broaden students’ contact with
nature. 

Formed in April 2021 by retired
LAUSD science teacher Lucy
Garcia, the Climate Curricula
Committee is comprised of students,
community members, climate com-
munication specialists, teachers and
educators. The district is in the
process of identifying funding to
implement the climate education
programs. 

Visit lausd.net or laclimatereali-
ty.org/climatecurricula.  

photo courtesy of LAUSD

https://www.immaculateheart.org
https://www.kccla.org
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Dodgers program announces new name
The Los Angeles Dodgers

Foundation on Feb. 3 announced
the new name of their sports-based
youth development program,
Dodgers Dreamteam, formerly
Dodgers RBI. 

LADF CEO Nichol Whiteman
was joined by Dodger owner and
LADF board member Earvin
“Magic” Johnson, former first
baseman Adrián González, L.A.
County officials and the county’s
Department of Parks and
Recreation director, Norma Edith
Garcia-González, as well as youth
participants for the announcement
in the Centerfield Plaza at Dodger
Stadium. 

In addition to sharing details
about the program, LADF debuted
a “Dear LA” video highlighting the
name change and inviting Los
Angeles to join the Dodgers
Dreamteam by registering youth,
volunteering or donating to the pro-
gram. They also unveiled the
Dodgers Dreamteam logo and new
jerseys for participants. The
rebrand and program redesign sig-
nals a new chapter for the program,
with a goal to reach 25,000 youth
annually by 2030.

“Dodgers Dreamteam celebrates
the many individuals, groups, and

resources that come together to
support youth development through
sport. It conveys a greater sense of
future focus, reflects on the com-
prehensive nature of the program,
and doubles down on our impactful
vision for our neighborhoods,”
Whiteman said. “We will continue
to provide critical resources and
services to those in our city experi-
encing social injustices. Dodgers
Dreamteam is more than just
sports; it’s hope for a brighter
future.”

“I know a thing or two about
being part of a Dream Team,”
Johnson said. “And I couldn’t think
of a better name than Dodgers
Dreamteam for this incredible pro-
gram. I’m so proud of all that we
have accomplished and what’s to
come.”

“Kids and families should not
have to decide whether they will
engage in sports based on how
much money they have,” González
said. “These vital leadership activi-
ties should be available to all, no
matter where you live, no matter
your financial status. Dodgers
Dreamteam will further that goal.”

“Partnering with LADF means
having an ally,” director Garcia-
González added. “It means having

a globally recognized brand that
helps amplify our message across
the parks and recreation profession
and all youth serving organizations,
that kids deserve out-of-school-
time opportunities to play.”  

Dodgers Dreamteam is about
bringing families, volunteers, recre-
ation departments, non-profit orga-
nizations, advocates, resources and
donors together to support youth
development through sport. The
rebrand is an opportunity to align
the name, look and feel of the pro-
gram with the newly refreshed pro-
gram design. 

This season, LADF will work
with 13 partners to deliver services
to 12,000 youth and across the city.
Participants will have access to top
quality baseball and softball pro-
grams with necessary equipment
and uniforms. LADF will deploy
trauma-informed coach mentors
trained to coach youth in unique cir-
cumstances. The program will also
include community resource fairs
(Dodger Days), which will provide
opportunities for families to receive
basic needs, food and health care
resources, access and exposure to
educational opportunities.

For information, visit
dodgers.com/DodgersDreamteam.

Science Center explores intricacies of ancient empire
The California Science Center pre-

sents the world premiere of “Angkor:
The Lost Empire of Cambodia” run-
ning from Wednesday, Feb. 16,
through Monday, Sept. 5.

Through 120 original artifacts
(half on tour outside Cambodia for
the first time) and hands-on exhibits,
guests will use science to explore the
ancient empire of Angkor. Once
considered the most extensive
metropolis in the world, Angkor
houses over 100 temples, now mys-
teriously quiet and surrounded by
the dense Cambodian forest.

“Angkor: The Lost Empire of
Cambodia,” developed by
Museums Partner in collaboration
with the California Science Center,
the National Museum of Cambodia
and the Cambodian Ministry of
Culture, uses science to reveal
insights into the rise and fall of
ancient Angkor, as well as its
enduring legacy.

Guests will learn how tools of
archaeology, from decoding
inscriptions to aerial surveying and
laser scanning, have enriched
knowledge about the engineering
and cultural marvels of the empire,
the daily life of its people and the
environmental challenges that
shaped its future.

“I’m pleased to collaborate with
the Cambodian Ministry of Culture,
National Museum of Cambodia and
Museums Partner to bring the world
premiere of this exhibition to the
California Science Center,” Science
Center president and CEO Jeffrey
N. Rudolph said. “It shows, in a pro-
found way, how the tools of science

can advance our understanding of
the ancient past and preserve cultur-
al heritage for future generations.”

“Our hope is that this extraordi-
nary exhibition inspires interest not
only in the legacy of Angkor, but
interest in the process of science,
the knowledge that science reveals
and the heritage it preserves,”
Science Center senior vice presi-
dent Diane Perlov added.

The “Angkor: The Lost Empire
of Cambodia” exhibition is on dis-
play with an IMAX movie featur-
ing an epic adventure where sci-
ence, mystery and ancient civiliza-
tion intersect. Adult combo tickets
for both the exhibition and IMAX
movie are $25.25. Exhibition-only
tickets are $19.95 for adults.

The California Science Center
and IMAX Theater are located in
Exposition Park, 700 Exposition
Park Drive. For tickets and infor-
mation, call (213)744-2019, or visit
californiasciencecenter.org.

Music Director Jaime Marti ́n leads the Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra, which will receive a $150,000 National Endowment for the
Arts grant.

photo courtesy of Michelle Shiers Photography

The Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra will receive a $150,000
American Rescue Plan grant from
the National Endowment for the
Arts as part of an effort to help the
arts and cultural sector recover
from the pandemic.

LACO will use the grant to help
ensure continued programming,
community engagement and cre-
ative opportunities. In total, the
NEA will award grants totaling
$57.5 million to 567 arts organiza-
tions that may be used to preserve
jobs, fund operations and facili-
ties, provide health and safety sup-
plies, and fund marketing and pro-
motional efforts to encourage
attendance and participation.

“Our nation’s arts sector has
been among the hardest hit by the
COVID-19 pandemic,” said
Maria Rosario Jackson, chair of
the NEA. “The National
Endowment for the Arts’

American Rescue Plan funding
will help arts organizations such
as Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra rebuild and reopen. The
arts are crucial in helping
America’s communities heal,
unite and inspire, as well as essen-
tial to our nation’s economic
recovery.” 

“LACO is incredibly grateful
and honored to receive this signifi-
cant and meaningful grant from the
NEA,” LACO Executive Director
Ben Cadwallader said. “As the
orchestra continues to reemerge
from the pandemic, the grant will
enhance LACO’s resilience and
inspire our growing service to the
community with diverse and
impactful programming.” 

LACO is a preeminent inter-
preter of historical masterworks
and champion of contemporary
composers. For information, visit
laco.org.

Grant helps LACO bring music to communities

Artifacts from Angkor, in Cambodia,
will be on display at the California
Science Center.

photo courtesy of John Gollings Photography

“Our hope is that
this extraordinary
exhibition inspires
interest not only in

the legacy of
Angkor, but interest

in the process of
science...” 

-Science Center senior vice
president Diane Perlo

https://www.theagencyre.com
https://supremeroofing.net
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Hollywood but to hopefully create a 
template for what other cities 
throughout L.A. County, and 
throughout the country, can do to 
institute best practices and open 
lines of communication between 
city halls, public safety staff and 
Jewish community leaders. In the 
face of everything, from what we 
saw in Texas and in recent years 
from Poway to Pennsylvania, we 
know that antisemitism is on the 
rise, it is pervasive and it needs to 
be rooted out wherever it exists.”  

Horvath met with local rabbis, 
Jewish community leaders, West 
Hollywood public safety staff and 
representative from the West 
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station to 
come up with ideas for a Jewish 
Community Safety Plan. They out-
lined goals and plan to reach out in 
the coming weeks to Jewish leaders 
in communities surrounding West 
Hollywood to broaden the scope of 
the initiative.  

Initial goals include creating a 
calendar of Jewish holidays and 
other events during which the 
Jewish community may require 
special protections, and sharing the 
information among staff and law 
enforcement officials. Frequently, 
antisemitic hate crimes are commit-
ted on Jewish holidays and during 
holiday periods, she said. One such 
instance was the distribution of 
flayers containing hate messages 
that were found in Beverly Hills in 
December during Hanukkah.  

Another incident cited was an 
attack on May 18 on Jewish patrons 
at a restaurant on La Cienega 
Boulevard allegedly committed by 
members of a pro-Palestinian group 
that was driving around in a cara-

van to protest Israeli government 
policies. Rabbi Denise Eger, of 
Congregation Kol Ami in West 
Hollywood, said the same caravan 
of protesters repeatedly drove by 
the La Brea Avenue temple the 
same day as the attack, raising fear 
and concern. Thankfully, no vio-
lence occurred at the temple, Eger 
added.  

“It’s no secret, there has been an 
increase in antisemitic incidents, 
including in the L.A. area,” Eger 
said. “This is a way to work togeth-
er with local government officials 
and the sheriff’s department in a 
more cohesive way. It creates a plan 
to raise awareness among city staff. 
This all makes a big difference for 
the community.”  

Other components of the plan 
include compiling a list of 
resources for the Jewish communi-
ty, increasing patrols around tem-
ples and community centers on 
Saturdays during the weekly sab-
bath as well as Jewish holidays, and 
implementing training on Jewish 
customs during city staff diversity 
training. The working group will 
also explore more training with the 
sheriff’s department and collabora-
tions with the neighboring cities of 
Beverly Hills and Los Angeles. 
Horvath said an important consider-
ation is ensuring resources and 
information are available in 
Russian, as it is the primary lan-
guage spoken by many older mem-
bers of West Hollywood’s Jewish 
community.  

Lt. Bill Moulder, with the West 
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station, said 
law enforcement officials have 
been directly involved with the 
Jewish Community Safety Plan. He 

said deputies are available to visit 
any temple or community center, as 
well as apartment buildings, busi-
nesses and other public buildings, 
to conduct assessments on making 
facilities safer. Members of the 
sheriff’s station’s Community 
Oriented Policing and Problem 
Solving Team, known as COPPS, 
and the Entertainment Policing 
Team conduct the assessments, and 
anyone seeking information can 
call the station at (310)855-8850, or 
email Moulder at 
wcmoulde@lasd.org.  

Moulder also mentioned that 
Dimitri Kermani, a member of the 
Jewish community who volunteers 
at the West Hollywood Sheriff’s 
Station, is a valuable resource. 
Kermani was involved in the plan-
ning for the safety initiative and 
serves as a liaison for the Jewish 
community. Kermani can be con-
tacted by emailing 
kermani@lasd.org.  

“The main objective for us is to 
create a more coordinated effort to 
protect the community,” Kermani 
said. “Our goal is to create a plan of 
action on how to best respond to 
incidents. The West Hollywood 
Sheriff’s Station is taking this very, 
very seriously.”  

Details of who will be included 
in the working group and when it 
will meet are being determined. 
Horvath added that she envisions 
the plan and process being flexible.  

“We have a list of what action 
items we’ll be taking, and in a cou-
ple months, we’ll come together to 
see what progress has been made 
and what more we can do,” she 
added. “I want to make sure we are 
doing all we are coordinating on it.”  

appreciates beauty in one place.”  
According to a press release, 

more than 100 galleries – 
including 38 from L.A. – will 
participate in the Beverly Hills 
event. Postponed last year due 
to the pandemic, the fair will 
feature programming from sev-
eral institutions, including the 
Los Angeles County Museum of 
Art.   

Programming will occur at 
Greystone Mansion and 
Gardens, where organizers have 
scheduled dance performances.   

Bosse said she believes that 

the rest of the event will kick off 
without issue and will be very 
successful in Beverly Hills.   

“They’re ready to go,” she 
added. “We are ready to go, and 
we are excited to welcome them 
and welcome everybody that is 
going to enjoy Frieze and our 
beautiful city.”  

Frieze hosts five international 
art fairs annually, with Frieze 
Seoul launching this fall. The 
original event was held in 
London in 2003.   

For information, visit 
frieze.com.   

Frieze Week begins Feb. 17
From page 1

photo courtesy of Frieze 

Frieze Week in Beverly Hills will feature more than 100 galleries. 

Metro offers Super Bowl transportation alternatives 

WeHo to discuss safety measures
From page 1

County to honor women of the year

Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority is inviting residents to use 
its services when traveling to Super 
Bowl LVI activities in downtown 
Los Angeles and Inglewood. 

Fans who take Metro to attend the 
Super Bowl Experience at the Los 
Angeles Convention Center will 
receive 50% off their general admis-
sion ticket when purchased at the 
box office (excluding the SBXtra 
fast pass).  

Fans must show their TAP card at 
the Super Bowl Experience box 
office to receive the “walk up only” 
discount at the time of purchase. 
Full details are available at super-
bowl.com, through the NFL 
OnePass app or on metro.net/game-
day.  

The L.A. Convention Center is 
accessible via Metro by taking the A 
Line (Blue) train, E Line (Expo) 

train or J Line (Silver) bus and exit-
ing at the Pico Station. The conven-
tion center is one block away on 
Figueroa Street. 

For game day, parking onsite at 
SoFi Stadium on Feb. 13 will be 
extremely limited. Metro will be 
providing free bus shuttle service as 
part of a broader shuttle service 
plan. Additionally, there will be park 
and ride shuttle options, staffed taxi 
and rideshare lots available. 

As part of an extensive shuttle 
system for game day, Metro will be 
running free bus shuttle service 
between the C Line (Green) 
Hawthorne/Lennox Station and the 
stadium. Metro shuttle buses will 
run every five to eight minutes from 
Hawthorne/Lennox Station begin-
ning at 10:45 a.m. to the Super 
Bowl, with player introductions and 
the National Anthem occurring at 3 
p.m.

The Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors and the Commission 
for Women annually recognize and 
celebrate women who work to initi-
ate social and economic change, 
promote women’s equality and 
serve as outstanding role models for 
women. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the 2022 Women of the Year com-
memorative celebration will be vir-
tually broadcast live on Monday, 
May 9. A select number of guests 
will be attending in-person, which 
will allow the commission to fol-
low social distancing guidelines. 
The celebration will also provide an 
opportunity to recognize Women’s 
History Month, which occurs in 

March. 
The commission is now accept-

ing nominations of women for their 
exemplary contributions in the 
areas of art, business, education, 
health, labor or public safety. 
Nomination applications are avail-
able for download at the Los 
Angeles County Commission for 
Women at laccw.lacounty.gov.  

The deadline for accepting nomi-
nations is Friday, Feb. 18. 

A portion of the proceeds from 
the event will be used to provide 
education scholarships for young 
at-risk women.  

For information, call (213)974-
1431 or send an email to 
laccw@bos.lacounty.gov. 

https://www.metro.net
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effacing” and quiet, she added.  
However, the advisory council 

offered them an opportunity to be 
“worldly,” which the youth council 
hopes to duplicate.  

“I always tried to get them out to 
other parts of the city [and] have 
them read things about other parts 
of the city,” Mitchell said.   

She said there is a lot to learn. For 
example, more than 200 Native 
American languages are spoken in 
L.A. alone, Mitchell said.   

“They need to know what they’re 
talking about,” she added. “That’s 
much more powerful.”   

The youth advisory council was 
implemented at a unique time in 
L.A.’s history. Participants helped 
the city mitigate many issues, 
including the AIDS epidemic and 
issues surrounding racism, Mitchell 
said.   

“It didn’t matter what their ethnic 
background was,” she added. “For 
many of them, the exposure across 
cultures was invigorating. I had to 
do some counseling [regarding] 
how parents felt about that – how it 
felt to bring up issues in the schools 
they were going to, because it was 
fairly segregated.”  

Koretz said the experience was 
helpful in his political career and is 
hopeful that the new iteration of the 

youth council will be just as suc-
cessful.  

“Olivia helped get me started 
when I was 19 or 20 on the Mayor’s 
Youth Council. She was a wonder-
ful mentor and helped me get even 
more interested in government and 
politics,” he said. “I am enthusiasti-
cally hopeful to see another genera-
tion find inspiration and motivation 
to get involved and serve in the 

spirit that Olivia inspired me.”  
Although he did not participate in 

the mayor’s youth council, Council 
Pro Tempore Mitch O’Farrell, 13th 
District, also praised the initiative.  

“By investing in our youth, we 
can build a strong and equitable city 
of the future,” O’Farrell added. 
“The L.A. Youth Council is a great 
opportunity to become involved in 
public service, and I encourage 

female suspects. Per department 
policy, the names of juvenile sus-
pects are not released. Detectives 
from the Wilshire Division, 
LAPD Gang and Narcotics 
Division, LAPD/U.S. Marshals 
Task Force and Los Angeles 
School Police Department served 
search warrants at multiple loca-
tions in South Los Angeles in con-
nection with the robbery, police 
said.  

Sgt. Rudy Perez, of the Los 
Angeles School Police 
Department, said the robbery on 
Melrose Avenue may be linked to 
other crimes, including another 
hold-up near Los Angeles High 
School last week. He did not have 
exact dates, times and details 
about the other robberies, but said 
the school police department is 
investigating a total of seven sim-
ilar hold-ups of students near 
schools citywide last week, 
including two in the Wilshire 
area. Perez said the crimes appear 
to be related based on suspect 
descriptions and the fact that they 
were all strong-arm robberies – 
meaning they were committed by 
force as opposed to involving a 
weapon – of students walking to 
or from school. The suspects were 
seen fleeing in a black sedan, he 
added.  

“They were spread across the 
district last week, not just in [the 
Wilshire] area, but citywide. 
There were two or three with the 
same [method of operation],” 
Perez said. “In response, we have 
been shifting resources to keep an 
eye on students walking to and 
from school. We are continuing 
our investigation.”  

Perez said the Los Angeles 
School Police Department and 
Wilshire Division have collabo-
rated on the investigation. Patrols 

have been increased around local 
schools.  

The robbery on Melrose 
Avenue occurred approximately 
three blocks from Fairfax High 
School. Perez cautioned parents 
to drop students at school cam-
puses to ensure safety. He also 
said people should be aware of 
their surroundings and not 
focused on cell phones.  

“It’s sad, but you can’t even 
walk with phone in your hand 
anymore,” Perez said.  

Los Angeles City Councilman 
Paul Koretz, 5th District, said he 
was outraged by the robberies.  

“I condemn these criminal acts 
and support LAPD in their mis-
sion to keep our streets safe,” 
Koretz said in a statement. “My 
office works closely with the 
LAPD Wilshire Division to 
increase patrols of all kinds in the 
area and will continue to do so 
with an additional emphasis on 
the area immediately surrounding 
Fairfax High School.”  

Peter Nichols, co-founder of 
Melrose Action, said the robbery 
on Feb. 2 is the latest in a series of 
violent crimes that have plagued 
the neighborhood.  

“It gives the appearance to the 
public that something like this can 
happen anywhere, anytime,” 
Nichols said. “The LAPD is on it, 
the school police are on it, and we 
have to make sure that students 
and children are safe from this 
kind of attack.”  

Anyone with information about 
the robbery is urged to call 
Wilshire Division investigators at 
(213)922-8217, and the Los 
Angeles School Police 
Department at (213)241-1000. 
During weekends and off-hours, 
call the LAPD’S hotline at 
(877)LAPD247.  

Council presents youth leadership opportunity
From page 1

Arrest may be linked
From page 1

Los Angeles City Controller 
Ron Galperin on Jan. 27 released 
L.A.’s annual comprehensive 
financial report for fiscal year 
2021 – July 1, 2020, to June 30, 
2021 – that details the city’s 
finances and charts how it navigat-
ed a full year of the pandemic.   

The first two thirds of the year 
were marked by wage cuts and 
cost-saving measures, but the 
availability of COVID-19 vaccines 
and $1.28 billion in federal assis-
tance eventually turned the tide, 
Galperin said.   

“The pandemic hit the economy 
and our neighborhoods hard last 
year, putting the city in a financial 
bind,” he added. “Cost-cutting 
measures and federal funding 
helped Los Angeles get back on 
solid ground, but there are tough 
budget choices ahead. The city 
created a number of homelessness 
and equity programs with funds 
that won’t be there next year, mak-
ing it necessary to understand 
whether they’ve achieved their 
goals.”  

Overall city revenues increased 
by 5.2% to $18.4 billion, a positive 
shift from the 4% decrease the year 
before. The change is partly attrib-
utable to increases in property, 
sales and other taxes collected, 
Galperin said.  

Expenses continued to climb, 
rising by 4.8% to $17.3 billion, 
although the upward trend slowed 
from the nearly 10% increase the 
year prior.   

The general fund, the city’s 
main operating fund, saw revenue 
down by 1.3% in fiscal year 2021, 
but revenues still outpaced expen-
ditures by $375.5 million and have 
continued to grow, Galperin said. 
During the first six months of the 
current fiscal year, revenues came 
in 11% higher than the same peri-
od last year.  

Galperin said funding problems 
will arise in next year’s budget. 
The current budget used $300 mil-
lion from the federal government 
to create new programs to build 
equity and alleviate homelessness. 
It also used money from prior year 
appropriations, including $70 mil-
lion from the Los Angeles Police 
Department. The one-time funding 
will not be available for the next 
budget, leaving these programs at 
risk, the controller said.   

For information, visit lacon-
troller.org/acfr2021.  

Controller releases financial report

Grant boosts county’s victim services program 
Los Angeles County District 

Attorney George Gascón applaud-
ed the Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors on Feb. 8 for 
approving a more than $180,000 
grant to continue services assisting 
crime victims through the 
Unserved/Underserved Victim 
Advocacy and Outreach Program.  

“It is our responsibility to make 
sure that crime victims in Los 
Angeles County get the essential 
trauma-informed services they 
need,” Gascón said. “Helping 
crime victims is as important to 

their healing as it is to our commu-
nity safety. I want to thank the 
board of supervisors for their sup-
port as we work together to trans-
form victim services and restore 
victims of crime.”  

The $182,724 grant comes from 
the Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Services and will be 
used for trauma-informed victim 
advocacy and outreach to under-
served and unserved victims. The 
program will continue providing 
comprehensive services in the city 
of Los Angeles and unincorporated 

areas of Los Angeles County.  
The Los Angeles County District 

Attorney’s Office’s Bureau of 
Victim Services is one of the oldest 
and largest programs of its kind in 
the United States. Victim services 
representatives work in courthous-
es and police stations throughout 
the county to provide support ser-
vices.  

Victim services are free and 
there is no legal residency or citi-
zenship requirement. For informa-
tion, call the Bureau of Victim 
Services at (800)380-3811.  

Answers From Page 26
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Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th District, benefitted from his time on Mayor 
Tom Bradley’s Youth Advisory Council, which was supervised by Olivia 
Mitchell. 

L.A. department receives affordable housing funding  
The Los Angeles Housing 

Department announced on Jan. 27 
that the State of California 
Strategic Growth Council awarded 
$163.3 million to the city of Los 
Angeles under the Round 6 
Affordable Housing and 
Sustainable Communities 
Program. The round of funding 
makes the largest amount received 
to date by the city.  

“Angelenos want and deserve a 
city with affordable housing and 
improved transportation so every 
family can afford their rent, breathe 
clean air and access opportunity, 
no matter where they live,” Mayor 
Eric Garcetti said. “This funding 
from the AHSC program is an 
investment in more affordable 
housing across our city and a down 
payment on a more sustainable and 
livable future for our residents.”   

The AHSC funds will provide 
the gap-financing for the develop-
ment of seven affordable housing 
projects for a range of income lev-
els. The finished homes will con-
sist of 929 units, of which 890 will 
be dedicated for low-income and 
extremely low-income house-
holds.   

Of the $163.3 million award, 
$105.7 million will be allocated 
for new affordable housing con-
struction and $54.78 million for 

transit related infrastructure pro-
jects, including 7.23 miles of 
pedestrian and cycling improve-
ments. Combined, the seven 
awarded projects will help reduce 
more than 252,822,000 metric tons 
in greenhouse gas emissions.   

The awarded projects were 87th 
& Western Apartments, 
Grandview Apartments, Jordan 
Downs Area H2B, Locke Lofts, 
Menlo Ave Apartments, Umeya 
Apartments and Vista Terrace.   

Notable features are health ser-
vices, vegetated open spaces to 
reduce urban heat island effect, 
drought resistant landscaping with 
drip irrigation systems, subter-
ranean storm water systems for 
drip irrigation, community rooms 
to function as cooling centers dur-
ing heat waves and solar photo-
voltaic systems to offset energy 
consumption, as well as energy 
efficient appliances that will con-
serve water and power.  

The goal of the AHSC program 
is to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions and vehicle-miles traveled 
by financing integrated new 
affordable housing developments 
and transportation improvement 
projects, near work, retail and 
other facilities routinely used by 
Angelenos.   

By paying for infrastructure 

such as sidewalks, bike lanes and 
bus shelters, the AHSC program 
makes it easier and safer for resi-
dents to walk, bike and use public 
transportation. During the sixth 
round, the total GHG reduction for 
all seven projects is projected to be 
252,822 metric tons, which is 
equivalent to the GHG emissions 
from 54,984 passenger vehicles 
driven for one year or carbon diox-
ide emissions from 30,446 homes’ 
energy use for one year.  

“LAHD is excited to once again 
receive this award of Affordable 
Housing Sustainable Communities 
funding,” LAHD general manager 
Ann Sewill said. “These seven 
developments will include bicycle 
and pedestrian improvements, 
energy efficiency and water con-
servation elements, connections to 
high quality transit and other fea-
tures that help create a more liv-
able and sustainable Los Angeles.”  

LAHD proposals have been 
awarded AHSC funding in six 
consecutive years. Combined with 
the prior AHSC awards, the city 
has secured approximately $494.2 
million to support a total of 35 
housing developments – 3,872 
new housing units out of which 
3,558 are affordable and an array 
of GHG emission-reducing transit 
infrastructure projects.   
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