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Astronauts touch base An outpouring of support for Brianna
with WeHo students
n Suspect charged

n School connects with International Space Station
By aaron Blevins.
Students at The Center for Early
Education in West Hollywood had a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity on
Jan. 21, when the students connected with NASA astronauts currently
aboard the International Space
Station.
Astronauts Kayla Barron and
Mark Vande Hei fielded an array of
questions in zero gravity from stu-

dents at the independent day school
after being patched through in
Houston. The astronauts and students even collaborated in a guitar
jam session.
“Every single day, we’re doing
things that can benefit humanity
back on Earth and also prepare us to
explore even further into the solar
system,” Barron said. “We’re doing
experiments on ourselves, learning
See Students page 21
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Astronauts Mark Vande Hei and Kayla Barron shared their experiences
on the space station with students.

with murder on
La Brea Avenue

By eDwin folven
Hundreds of people gathered on
Jan. 20 in commemoration of
Brianna Kupfer, a 24-year-old
woman who was murdered in the
Croft House furniture store where
she worked on La Brea Avenue.
Mourners hugged each other
and cried as flowers and candles
were placed on the sidewalk in
front of the store at 326 N. La Brea
Ave. where she was killed on Jan.
13. Many people held up signs
with photographs of Kupfer and
vowed that she would never be forgotten. Others signed cards affixed
to Croft House’s façade and lit
candles in Kupfer’s memory.
“To have her life taken away so
photo by Edwin Folven
senselessly … there are really no Tracy McGeagh, left, and Joan Douglas mourned Brianna Kupfer at
words to describe how terrible it the vigil on Jan. 20.
is,” said Pamela Taylor, a neighbor of the Kupfer family in Pacific
Palisades. “This has been so dev- part of anyone’s day who got to semblance of how we start to put
astating. It’s horrific. The family is interact with her. She was smart things back together.”
absolutely broken.”
and capable, intelligent, kind and
The vigil was held a week after
Members of the Kupfer family friendly, just an incredibly driven Kupfer was found dead inside the
were not present at the vigil and person,” Segal said. “It’s unthink- store and a day after a 31-year-old
have asked for privacy, said Alex able. The question just screams, man who police said was homeSegal, co-founder and director of ‘Why?’ I don’t know that there less was arrested for the murder.
business development for Croft will ever be a sufficient answer to On Jan. 21, the Los Angeles
House, who spoke briefly to the that question, but when you look County District Attorney’s Office
crowd.
around at all the people that have charged the suspect, Shawn Laval
“[Brianna] was the brightest shown up for her, you can see the

Carthay receives national designation
n Three neighborhoods

are further protected
from development

See Carthay page 22

Scientists receive prestigious
Massry Prize in Beverly Hills

n Recipients honored

for analyzing ancient
DNA samples

By eDwin folven
Residents in the Carthay Circle,
Carthay Square and South Carthay
neighborhoods are celebrating their
communities’ inclusion on the
National Register of Historic
Places.
The California State Historical
Resources Commission, which
evaluates regional proposals for
designation to the national registry,
unanimously voted on Jan. 21 to
include the three Carthay neighborhoods. Approximately 50 residents
celebrated the designation at a party
last Friday evening in the parking
lot of Tom Bergin’s Irish pub on
Fairfax Avenue. The approval came
after two years of hard work and
collaboration between the three

See Vigil page 21

By Carlos De loera
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A statue of a miner representing the California Gold Rush is located in
Carthay Circle Park, a centerpiece for the Carthay neighborhoods.

With the COVID-19 pandemic
still an ever-present issue in daily
life, scientists are searching for
clues and information to help better understand the disease and its
many components.
Svante Pääbo, David Reich and
Liran Carmel were recently recognized by the Beverly Hills City
Council in recognition of their
groundbreaking work on ancient
human DNA and how it can help
answer some questions about the
nature of COVID infections.
The ceremony was to acknowledge the scientists winning the
Massry Prize, awarded by the
Massry Foundation in conjunc-

tion with USC and UCLA.
“Although there is a rivalry
between USC and UCLA, this is
the first time I put them together
and they were very happy to
cooperate in this important
process,” said Shaul Massry, the
prize’s namesake, who served as
the chief of nephrology at USC
Keck for 26 years.
Each year since 1996, a fiveperson award committee, which
is comprised of medical professionals who work at USC, UCLA
and Cedars-Sinai, selects a new,
specific field of research it wishes
to highlight and crafts a list of
five
to
eight
nominees.
Ultimately, the committee selects
two or three winners whose work
provides outstanding contributions to the biomedical sciences
and the advancement of health.
This year’s topic was ancient
See Massry page 21
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Survivor talk

Holocaust Museum Los Angeles is
holding a Survivor Talk with David
Lenga on Thursday, Jan. 27, at 11
a.m. Lenga was born in 1927 in
Lodz, Poland. His family was confined to a ghetto in the suburb of
Strykow, where they spent the first
two years of the war. Lenga was
later separated from his family and
sent to Auschwitz, and then to a
labor camp in Bavaria. He and other
prisoners escaped and hid throughout southern Germany until they
were liberated by American troops
in May 1945. Suggested donation is
$10. holocaustmuseumla.org.

Classical concert
Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

The Beverly Hills Unified School District implemented virtual learning due
to a rise in COVID-19 cases.

BHUSD re-implements virtual
learning due to pandemic

Two Beverly Hills Unified
School District classrooms have
gone to remote learning due to
COVID-19, per the direction of the
Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health.
BHUSD Superintendent of
Schools Michael Bregy said on Jan.
25 that two Horace Mann
Elementary School classrooms had
gone virtual due to three epidemiologically linked cases two weeks
ago.
“That decision didn’t come
easy,” he said. “We’ve been doing
this for two years, and it’s wearing
on us.”
Bregy referenced the Culver City
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School District’s decision to cancel
classes for a week, when COVID19 cases “were out of control.”
“We have to make our best judgment,” he added.
Last week, the district entertained the possibility of hosting a
study session to combat the
increase in COVID-19 cases. As of
Jan. 26, the district had 54 students
test positive for COVID-19, as
well as 12 staff members. The
majority of cases were at Beverly
Hills High School.

Deadline nears
for Beverly Hills
Community
Assistance Grant
Funding

The city of Beverly Hills is
reminding prospective applicants
that the deadline for Community
Assistance Grant Funding is Feb.
1. The funding is available to organizations and providers of services
that are vital to the health and welfare of the local and regional community.
Applications must be e-mailed
no later than 5 p.m. on Feb. 1 to
humanservices@beverlyhills.org,
or mailed and postmarked by Feb.
1 to City of Beverly Hills, Human
Services Division, 444 N. Rexford
Drive, 2nd Floor Library
Administration, Beverly Hills, CA
90210.
The Community Assistance
Grant Funding will be awarded for
the 2022-23 fiscal year. During the
past funding cycle, 22 organizations received grant funding for
services benefitting seniors and
homeless individuals, address
physical and mental health issues,
or promote culture. To qualify, an
applicant must provide a service
that meets a community need
including social services, community health and education.
This year, the city will accept
applications for cultural grants.
To obtain an application, visit
beverlyhills.org/cagf. For complete
applicant criteria and further
information, call (310)288-2220.

The LA Phil presents a concert of
works
by
Beethoven
and
Mendelssohn
on Thursday,
Jan. 27, at 8
p.m. at the Walt
Disney Concert
Hall. Igor Levit
will perform
B e e t h o v e n ’s
Third
Piano
Concerto. Former Dudamel Fellow
Elim Chan will lead the orchestra in
performing Mendelssohn’s Italian
Symphony, as well as a U.S. premiere of “Cloudline” by Elizabeth
Ogonek. Tickets start at $55. 111 S.
Grand Ave. laphil.com.

‘How to Clone
a Mammoth’

The Broad Stage welcomes evolutionary biologist
Beth
Shapiro
for
“How to Clone
a Mammoth”
Thursday, Jan.
27, and Friday,
Jan. 28, at 7:30
p.m. The program is part of the National
Geographic Live series. An evolutionary biologist and pioneer in
ancient DNA research, Shapiro travels extensively through the Arctic
regions of Siberia and North

America to collect bones, teeth and
other remains of Ice Age mammals.
She extracts DNA from the remains
and uses the information to understand how changing climates and
increasing human activity have
shaped the distribution of species.
Her goal is to use the information to
save living species. Tickets start at
$50. 1310 11th St., Santa Monica.
thebroadstage.org.

Art exhibits

TAG Gallery presents the exhibits
“Karen Hochman: Brown Digital
Playground” and “Gianna Vargas:
Desiccated” running from Thursday,
Jan. 27, through Saturday, Feb. 12.
Brown’s exhibit features digital
work in a variety of physical forms,
including large-format tapestries
printed with state-of-the-art technology, animated pieces in digital picture frames, archival pigment prints
and a jigsaw puzzle. Vargas’ artistic
practice is informed by aspects of
the natural world and inspired by
the opportunity to create a new body
of work outside of painting. For
“Desiccated,” the artist captures
images of dying leaves and flowers
in winter. 5458 Wilshire Blvd.
(323)297-3061, taggallery.net.

Ren and Stimpy

Cinelounge Sunset is holding a special engagement of “Happy Happy
Joy Joy: The Ren and Stimpy Story”
running from Friday, Jan. 28, through
Thursday, Feb. 2. Directed by Ron
Ciceo and Kimo Easterwood, “Happy
Happy Joy Joy”
is a feature documentary exploring one of the
most influential
animated series
in the history of
television. It tells
the story of a
group of artists whose work brought
Ren and Stimpy to life. The film is
also a cautionary tale of artistic genius
gone awry, as the controversial creator
of the show, John Kricfalusi, caused
and experienced trauma that deeply
affected his work and relationships.
Showtimes vary; see schedule.

Tickets are $13. 6464 Sunset Blvd.
cineloungecinemas.com.

Art Deco Society

The Art Deco Society of Los Angeles
is holding its annual meeting on
Saturday, Jan. 29, at 3 p.m., via Zoom.
The meeting is an opportunity to share
information about the Art Deco
Society and plans for 2022. Following
a 30-minute discussion with
ADSLA’s board of directors, author
Christopher Long will discuss his new
book, “Jock Peters, Architecture and
Design: The Varieties of Modernism,”
with a focus on Peters’ art deco work
in Los Angeles including the
Bullock’s Wilshire department store.
General admission is $12. artdecola.org/events-calendar/jockpeterslecture.

Beverly Hills
Chamber

Join the Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce for the February “Get to
Know Your Chamber” event on
Tuesday, Feb. 1, from 9-10:30 a.m.
New, current and future Beverly Hills
Chamber of Commerce members are
invited to learn about the organization. The meeting will outline benefits and opportunities for businesses.
9400 S. Santa Monica Blvd. members.beverlyhillschamber.com.

Salastina

Salastina welcomes Grammy
Award-winning composer and conductor Eric Whitacre for a performance on Tuesday, Feb. 1, at 6 p.m.,
via Zoom. Whitacre’s works are featured in programs worldwide
and his “Virtual
Choirs”
have
united singers
from more than
145
countries
during the last
decade. A graduate of Juilliard School of Music,
Whitacre completed his second term
as artist in residence with the Los
Angeles Master Chorale in 2020.
salastina-org.zoom.us.

Bogie’s Liquor
Stock up on your
favorite beverages
for the RAMS vs 49ers Game!
College Hoops too!
Please Wear a Mask !

We carry the finest in
• Beer • Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
Call us! 323-469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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City cracks down on home-sharing violations
n Councilman wants

to put more teeth
in regulations
By edwin folven

The Los Angeles City Council
has put more teeth into an ordinance regulating house parties at
rented homes. The motion amends
the city’s home-sharing ordinance
prohibiting property owners from
re-renting residences that are under
investigation for illegal house parties.

In 2018, the city enacted regulations to revoke permits at properties where repeated problems
occur. However, property owners
were still able to re-rent properties
while investigations were ongoing
or under appeal.
“For far too long, residents have
been frustrated by a subset of operators that repeatedly host wild,
intrusive and unsafe parties,” said
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, who authored the motion.
“This motion seeks to add more
teeth to the city’s home-sharing
enforcement.”

State commemorates decision
in pivotal abortion case
Gov. Gavin Newsom and First
Lady Jennifer Siebel Newsom on
Jan. 21 commemorated the anniversary of Roe v. Wade and highlighted
California’s commitment to ensuring access to reproductive health
care services in the face of national
threats to reproductive rights.
“We commemorate the 49th
anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the
landmark Supreme Court case
establishing
a
woman’s
Constitutional right to a safe and
legal abortion,” Newsom said.
“Almost half a century later, we
know without a doubt that limiting
access to reproductive health care,
including abortion, is a fundamental
violation of individual liberty and

freedom. The simple fact remains –
America can’t achieve true equality
if women do not have control over
their own bodies.”
“At a time when some across our
nation are purposefully and deliberately choosing to attack women’s
reproductive rights, California will
continue to be a beacon of light –
expanding access to abortion and
reproductive care, and ensuring our
state is a place where people receive
critical reproductive health care services quickly and safely.”
The Newsoms joined elected
officials, activists and stakeholders
in a virtual Planned Parenthood
rally to commemorate the anniversary.

The motion was seconded by
Councilmembers Bob Blumenfield, 3rd District, and Nithya
Raman, 4th District. The city’s
2018 home-sharing ordinance was
spearheaded by then-4th District
Councilman David Ryu, who
sought penalties for property owners and people who rent homes to
host parties, many of which were
causing disruptions at the time in
the Hollywood Hills. In the years
since the law was enacted, numerous incidents have occurred at
short-term rentals citywide including robberies, shootings and homicides. The COVID-19 pandemic
exacerbated the problem, as people
began renting homes to host parties
when businesses were closed,
Koretz said.
“As an example of the kinds of
serious cases we would have liked
to have used this for, in August
2020, we had a shooting at a shortterm rental on San Ysidro Road (in
the Beverly Park community in the
Santa Monica Mountains). Also in
August 2020 at a short-term rental
on Mulholland Drive, we had a
shooting that resulted in one fatality and multiple injuries. On Feb. 26
of last year, there was another
shooting on Colgate Avenue in the
Beverly Grove area,” Koretz
added. “These parties have been a
magnet for illegal activity. So this
adds more teeth to our home-sharing ordinance so that bad actors are
not profiting off illegal activity and
inviting criminal behavior into otherwise quiet neighborhoods.”
The motion was referred to the

photo by Edwin Folven

Police have been summoned to the Melrose District numerous times for
violations at short-term rentals.

City Council’s Planning and Land
Use Management Committee and
the City Attorney’s Office for a
report back on the feasibility of
enacting the new rules. The council
has not scheduled a date for further
consideration of amendments to
the home-sharing ordinance.
Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer supports the changes and
vowed to continue cracking down
on property owners and party hosts
who disrupt neighborhoods.
“There should be zero tolerance
for Illegal activity at short-term
rentals, activity that can endanger a
neighborhood and undermine
everyone's quality of life,” Feuer
said. “I strongly support adding
these new protections to the home

sharing ordinance. The council’s
action will strengthen enforcement
and deter owners from renting to
irresponsible guests in the first
place.”
Peter Nichols, co-founder of
Melrose Action, also expressed
support for the changes. Nichols
said parties at short-term rentals
continue to be a problem in the
Melrose District.
“I think this will be very helpful.
These parties cause nuisance issues
and they are flaunting the law,”
Nichols added. “It turns these areas
upside down. Some of it has led to
violent activities such as murders
and robberies. From the neighbors’
standpoint, this is an important step
in the right direction.”
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WeHo examines protocols for sexual assault
n Victims are directed

to rape treatment center
in Santa Monica
By Carlos De loera

photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors wants to make it easier for young people to start careers in firefighting.

County expands access
to firefighting programs

The Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors approved a
motion on Jan. 25 authored by
Supervisors Sheila Kuehl, 3rd
District, and Hilda Solis, 1st
District, to expand training
opportunities in firefighting to
young people ages 18-25.
The changes will prioritize
young people who have been in
the foster care system or involved
with the justice system. The pilot
program will launch after additional planning is complete.
More than any other state in
the country, California relies on
prison labor to battle increasingly
frequent wildfires. Eligible individuals within the state’s incarcerated population take on a dangerous public service job and are
paid very little, the supervisors
said. Upon release, even with the
experience, many are barred
from working in the fire service
because of their prior criminal
record.
In recent years, firefighting
and related jobs for individuals
with prior justice involvement
are slowly opening, provided the
individuals have the appropriate
training and certification. A state
law passed in 2020 allows
inmates who worked in a fire
camp to apply to have their
record expunged. A pending federal 9th Circuit Court ruling may
further open employment opportunities by eliminating barriers to
EMT certification, Kuehl said.
“Most people who are sentenced for a crime are eventually

released, but without training and
job opportunities, they face enormous, sometimes insurmountable barriers to establishing a stable adult life,” Kuehl added.
“This pilot program will provide
a new option for young people
who are either exiting the foster
care system or have been justice
involved, so that they can get
trained, certified and find
employment that pays a living
wage, cementing the foundation
for a stable and fulfilling adulthood. By creating job training
and employment opportunities,
we can reduce recidivism and
advance the board's ‘Care First,
Jails Last’ priority.”
The county’s Alternatives to
Incarceration Initiative will lead
the effort.
“Creating pathways and
pipelines to good paying union
jobs with benefits are ways to
reduce recidivism and a way to
make sure that there is a sustainable pool of qualified and experienced people who can fight
fires,” Solis said. “I am happy to
serve as co-author to this motion
which directs relevant county
and community stakeholders to
connect current and past fire
camp participants to resources
and services that will link them to
jobs like being a fire suppression
aid. Many thanks to the
Alternatives to Incarceration and
the Fire Camp Steering
Committee for guiding the development of this reentry job training program.”

The West Hollywood City
Council held a discussion with
members of the medical community and law enforcement on Jan. 18
and considered an item regarding
reporting and response procedures
the city has on sexual assault.
The conversation mostly centered on reviewing the current
methods and constraints that come
from them.
Sam Torbati, head of the department of emergency medicine at
Cedars-Sinai, began the discussion
by explaining that, while the hospital will provide health services to
anyone that comes in as a result of
sexual assault, doctors and nurses
cannot administer rape kits or any
other forensic evaluations.
“This is not a doctor counseling a
patient around antibiotics and
things like that,” Torbati said. “The
rape kit involves a very careful and
cautious, two-hour exam where
specimens are obtained, photos are
obtained and the forensic information is gathered in a very meticulous fashion and is handed over to
the authorities who then take it to
the crime lab, process the information that is available to use at the
D.A.’s office and prosecute the
assailant.”
Torbati added that, in the past,
Cedars-Sinai had a procedure for
collecting forensic evidence, but
that they no longer do so because of
the risk of compromising materials.
“A test collection that we do at
the bedside actually ruins the forensics,” Torbati said. “Police officials
have told us, ‘This is a crime scene,
you cannot do this incorrectly
because if you don’t collect this
information in the correct fashion,
we’re not going to have the information that we need to make a
criminal case.’”
Instead, Cedars-Sinai staff directs
victims to the Santa Monica Rape
Treatment Center, where the proper
tools for proper specimen collection are available. The victims can
either drive themselves to the center
or the hospital can provide them
with a police escort.
“They provide the initial assessment and the rape kit,” Torbati said.
“What’s even more important is
that victims of sexual assault, these
patients require a tremendous
amount of ongoing support and the
rape treatment center helps with
that.”
Councilman John D’Amico, who

Bill would ban single-use vapes and cigarette filters

Assemblywoman Luz Rivas (DSan Fernando Valley), chair of the
Assembly Committee on Natural
Resources, introduced a bill on Jan.
25 that will prohibit the sale of single-use vapes and tobacco filters
found in cigarettes and cigars.
Assembly Bill 1690, which is
sponsored by the National
Stewardship Action Council, is
intended to protect the public health
and environment from the hazardous and destructive impacts of
the products.
“For more than half a century,
tobacco filters have caused a public
and environmental health crisis that
found renewed vigor in recent years
as the tobacco industry began to sell

electronic vape products,” Rivas
said. “My colleagues and I have
introduced critical legislation that
keeps Californians healthy and
cleans up our environment by banning the sale of tobacco filters and
single-use electronic vapes. Our
planet is at a critical tipping point –
cigarette filters destroy our environment unlike any other discarded
waste, and the toxic chemicals
found in electronic vapes seep into
our fragile ecosystems, all while
also damaging individuals’ health
with hazardous smoke. I look forward to working with my colleagues in the Legislature to ensure
we keep California healthy and
clean.”

In 1964, the Surgeon General of
the United States declared that
tobacco filters used in cigarettes
and cigars are useless in reducing
harm to the average smoker, Rivas
said. However, their destructive
impact on the environment has
been significant. Plastic fibers
found in tobacco filters break down
into microplastics over time and
leach toxic chemicals into the
ecosystem, she added.
Of the 6 trillion cigarettes consumed globally each year, approximately 4.5 trillion cigarette filters
are littered into the environment.
Coastal ecosystems face significant
perils from cigarette and vape
waste, Rivas said.

photo by uclahealth.org

The Santa Monica Rape Treatment Center provides tools to retrieve
forensic information for West Hollywood victims of sexual assault.

has previously worked with the
rape treatment center, said the facility “doesn’t have a lack of capacity
for serving the county.” It was a
sentiment that was confirmed by
Torbati, who added that sexual
assault injuries make up less than
0.5% of all emergency room
patients yearly.
Councilwoman Lindsay Horvath
had questions for West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station’s Lt. Bill Moulder,
who was in attendance, regarding
the intricacies of providing female
victims of sexual assault with a
female deputy.
“Are there any protocols for
determining whether someone is
trans or gender-nonconforming?”
Horvath asked. “I just want to make
sure we are being inclusive of what
that policy is intended to achieve.”
“No matter the gender of the victim, if we have a male deputy
respond we’ll ask if they prefer a
female deputy,” Moulder said. “Our
objective is to make sure the victim
feels as comfortable as possible
telling their story to a deputy.”
Councilman John Erickson said

an emphasis should be placed on
educating the public about
resources for victims.
“I’d be great if the city came
back with a victims’ advocate
resource group for our residents
that works with and through the
multiple bureaucracies we have
here,” Erickson said. “I would like
to see if direction could be given to
explore the option [of creating a
victims’ advocate resource group]
because I think it’s another great
resource we could provide to our
businesses, our residents and our
community to make sure they feel
safe and know we’re taking these
claims very seriously.”
Given the many components of
the reporting procedures, D’Amico
wanted to reemphasize the main
objectives.
“Victims need to be believed and
we need to work as hard as possible
so they can find resolution,”
D’Amico said.
At the discussion’s end, the council decided to return to the item at a
later date with more reporting provided by city staff.
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County board begins phased
reduction in pandemic protections
The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors voted on Jan. 25 to
begin phasing out renter protections
introduced during the COVID-19
pandemic, while retaining protections still regarded as essential.
The three-step plan was developed
using current economic, housing,
health and programmatic data by a
working group comprised of staff
from the county’s Chief Executive
Office, Department of Consumer
and Business Affairs, Department of
Public Health, L.A. Community
Development Authority and County
Counsel. The board adopted the first
two phases on Jan. 25 and is expected to adopt a third and final phase of
the plan later this year.

The first phase will run from Feb.
1 through June 1 and will continue
all existing residential protections
that prevent evictions on the basis
of nuisance or unauthorized
pets/occupants), as well as extending the rent increase freeze for rent
stabilized residential units in unincorporated L.A. County. The first
phase also preserves anti-harassment and retaliation prohibitions
pertaining to businesses, and prohibits enforcement of personal
guarantees for rent incurred by
commercial tenants with nine or
fewer employees.
Commercial protections related
to nonpayment of rent will be
phased out on Feb. 1.

Because state protections expire
on March 31, the motion also reintroduces eviction protections for
nonpayment of rent for residential
tenants. By law, the county is precluded from extending the protection to commercial renters.
The second phase of the plan will
go into effect on June 1 and extend
through Dec. 31. It will reduce nonpayment of rent protections for
renters who earn 81-100% of area
median income, but will extend the
protections for tenants whose
incomes are 80% or below area
median income. The second phase
will also permit owner move-ins
and evictions for denying landlord
entry, except when such entry con-

County COVID-19 rates decrease

deaths reported, one person was
between the ages of 18 and 29,
three people were between the ages
of 30 and 49, four were between the
ages of 50 and 64, eight were
between the ages of 65-79, and 15
were over the age of 80 years old.
Of the 36 newly reported deaths, 25
had underlying conditions. To date,
the total number of deaths in L.A.
County is 28,540.
The health department has identified a total 2,540,075 positive cases
of COVID-19 across all areas of
L.A. County. The positivity rate on
Jan. 25 was 13.8%.
More than 4,500 people with
COVID-19 were hospitalized.
Testing results were available for
more than 10,928,600 individuals,
with 21% of people testing positive.
To keep workplaces and schools
open, residents and workers are
asked to adhere to masking requirements when indoors or at crowded
outdoor spaces, regardless of vaccination status, and remain home
when sick, isolate if positive and
quarantine when in close contact.
Residents are legally required to
be isolated if they have a positive
COVID test result and are vaccinated. Close contacts with symptoms
and unvaccinated close contacts
need to be quarantined.
For information, visit publichealth.lacounty.gov.

Several Los Angeles County
COVID-19 metrics are showing
decline, including daily cases, daily
case rate, positivity rate and hospitalizations, according to the L.A.
County Department of Public
Health.
Although the declines are a positive sign, residents should not take
them as an indication to forgo common sense protective measures that
will allow the declines to continue.
Utilizing public health safety measures will drive down cases, which
will ultimately end staffing shortages, reduce workplace and school
outbreaks, and most importantly,
keep residents from getting seriously ill and dying.
On Jan. 11, L.A. County reported
34,827 new cases, two days after
seeing the highest number of new
cases since the pandemic began.
The health department reported
18,822 new cases on Jan. 25. While
it is still a high number of cases, it
represents a 46% drop in new cases
in two weeks. Over the same time
period, the daily rate of cases per
100,000 residents also decreased
by 20%, and the daily positivity
rate decreased by 30%.
Additionally, the number of residents getting seriously ill and needing hospitalization has also
declined. The number of people
hospitalized peaked on Jan. 20 at
4,814 and have slowly declined
since, with 4,554 people currently
hospitalized. While the decline is
small and just beginning, health

officials are hopeful that, with a
reduced number of cases, the number of people hospitalized will continue to go down.
While the declines are cause for
hopefulness, the number of people
dying from COVID-19 is increasing, as deaths typically lag increases in cases and hospitalizations.
Over the past two weeks, deaths
have increased by 140% – from 15
deaths reported on Jan. 11 to 36
deaths reported on Jan. 25. The
number of people dying is expected
to continue to increase for the next
several weeks.
“While we are finally turning a
corner on this surge, we will need
to remain cautious in order to
reduce transmission to a low
enough level that it poses less risk
for those most vulnerable and less
risk for our recovery journey,” public health director Dr. Barbara
Ferrer said. “We are in a different
place today because we have more
effective tools for managing transmission, and these tools allow us to
use different strategies for getting
through this surge. Even during the
surge, it’s been possible to continue
many of our customary activities if
we layer in all of the protections
now available and take personal
responsibility for recognizing our
role in reducing transmission, protecting those we love, and protecting those most vulnerable.”
On Jan. 25, the health department confirmed 25,784 new cases
of COVID-19. Of the 27 new

Paid sick leave extended

Amid the national surge in
COVID-19 cases driven by the
omicron variant, Gov. Gavin
Newsom, Senate President pro
Tempore Toni G. Atkins and
Assembly
Speaker Anthony
Rendon on Jan. 25 announced that
they have reached an agreement on
a framework to ensure employees
continue to have access to COVID19 supplemental paid sick leave
through Sept. 30.
“Throughout this pandemic, we
have come together to address the
immediate impacts COVID-19 continues to have on millions of
California families, both at home and
at work. By extending sick leave to
frontline workers with COVID and
providing support for California
businesses, we can help protect the
health of our workforce, while also
ensuring that businesses and our

economy are able to thrive. We will
continue to work to address additional needs of small businesses through
the budget – they are the backbone of
our communities and continue to be
impacted by COVID-19.”
Early budget actions also include
restoring business tax credits,
including research and development credits and net operating losses, that were limited during the
COVID-19 recession; tax relief for
recipients of federal relief grants for
restaurants and shuttered venues;
and additional funding for the
Small Business Covid-19 Relief
Grant Program.
The framework includes significant funding to bolster testing
capacity, accelerate vaccination and
booster efforts, support frontline
workers, strengthen the health care
system and battle misinformation.

stitutes harassment.
The second phase also extends
protections for residential renters,
prohibiting eviction for nuisance and
unauthorized pets/occupants, and
extends the rent increase freeze in
unincorporated county areas through
the end of the year. Commercial tenant protections in phase one (antiharassment and retaliation prohibitions, and prohibiting enforcement
of personal guarantees for rent
incurred by commercial tenants with
nine or fewer employees) will be
extended through Dec. 31.
“[This] action begins to responsibly phase out some COVID-19
emergency housing measures,
while retaining policies that remain
essential,” said Supervisor Sheila
Kuehl, 3rd District, who authored
the motion leading to the changes.
“I and my colleagues on the board
of supervisors want the county’s
lowest-income renters, many of
whom faced income loss and illness
during the pandemic, to have

enough time to recoup their pandemic-related losses, secure repayment subsidies available from the
state and be able to pay back their
landlords. No county resident
should face the prospect of homelessness because of the pandemic.”
“Los Angeles County’s temporary tenant emergency protections
have served as a safety net for both
residential and commercial renters
of the same communities that have
been hardest hit by the COVID-19
pandemic,” added Supervisor Hilda
L. Solis, 1st District. “They’ve
helped to stabilize households and
mitigate the detrimental effects of
disruptive displacement. [This]
motion continues to do just that,
provide robust harassment protections to keep our families safe and
to give them peace of mind.”
Renters or landlords with questions about the new plan are
advised to call the Department of
Consumer and Business Affairs at
(800)593-8222.

photo courtesy of the 13th District council office

Councilman Mitch O’Farrell came together with members of the
Greater Wilshire community on Jan. 15 at Robert Burns Park.

O’Farrell welcomes new constituents
Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District,
held his 77th Councilmember in
Your Corner event on Jan. 15 in
Robert Burns Park at the corner of
Beverly Boulevard and Van Ness
Avenue. The park is located in the
Greater Wilshire area, one of the
many new communities that were
moved into the 13th District during the redistricting process. The
group removed litter, palm fronds

and debris from the park. The
event was a way to bring community members together to meet
their new City Council representative and to discuss concerns in the
community.
“Thank you to everyone who
made the morning such a success,”
O’Farrell said. “We can’t wait to
see you in the neighborhood.”
For information, visit cd13.lacity.org.
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State to receive federal wildfire assistance

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank) on Jan. 21 praised Vice
President
Kamala
Harris’
announcement that California
will receive $600 million for
wildfire recovery and prevention
efforts.
“Wildfires have always been
part of our reality in California,”
Schiff said. “But, the infernos we

have battled over the past few
years – including the two largest
wildfires in our state’s history –
are a dire warning that we must
utilize every available resource to
protect our people, lands and communities. This federal disaster
relief will be crucial for building
up California’s resilience to the
worsening impacts of the climate

Jewish Caucus applauds funds
to protect vulnerable institutions
The California Legislative Jewish
Caucus recently announced that the
California Office of Emergency
Services has awarded nearly $50
million to nonprofit organizations
through the California State
Nonprofit Security Grant Program.
Assemblyman Jesse Gabriel, (DWoodland Hills), chair of the
Jewish Caucus, and Senator Scott
Wiener (D-San Francisco), vice
chair of the caucus, applauded the
allocation.
“The Jewish Caucus is proud to
have secured nearly $50 million in
last year’s state budget to help protect
communities targeted by hate-motivated violence,” Gabriel and Wiener
said in a joint statement. “The recent
hostage situation at Congregation
Beth Israel (in Colleyville, Texas) was
a sad and shameful example of the
very real threats facing our community, and a further reminder of how
security training and enhancements
can mean the difference between life

“The Jewish
Caucus is proud to
have secured
nearly $50 million
in last year’s state
budget to help
protect communities targeted by
hate-motivated
violence.”
-Gabriel and Wiener

and death. We are hopeful that the
funding announced will make a real
difference in protecting vulnerable
communities across California, and
we are committed to working with
our legislative colleagues and community advocates to expand and

photo courtesy of the office of Assemblyman

Assemblyman Jesse Gabriel

strengthen the Nonprofit Security
Grant Program.”
The California State Nonprofit
Security Grant Program was established in 2019 through legislation
authored by members of the Jewish
Caucus following the deadly shooting at the Poway Chabad synagogue in 2019 in San Diego
County. The Nonprofit Security
Grant Program has funded security
enhancements at religious institutions, LGBTQ community centers,
reproductive health facilities and
other nonprofits determined to be at
risk from violent extremism. The
state budget allocation of nearly
$50 million was a historic increase
secured with the support of leaders
and activists representing a broad
coalition of vulnerable communities. In 2019, the budget included
$15 million for the program.
Last week, members of the
Jewish Caucus introduced AB 1664
to extend and strengthen the program, which is currently set to
expire in 2025. Securing additional
funding for continues to be a top
priority for the Jewish Caucus, particularly following the hostage situation in Texas earlier this month,
Gabriel said.
For information, visit jewishcaucus.legislature.ca.gov
and
caloes.ca.gov

Notable Notes
What is life? It is the flash of a firefly in the night. It is the breath
of a buffalo in the wintertime. It is the little shadow which runs
across the grass and loses itself in the sunset.
Crowfoot
1821- 1890
Last Words
1890

*source: Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations

crisis, especially when paired with
the funding still to come from the
historic bipartisan infrastructure
package. I applaud the administration’s focus on helping our families and communities combat
wildfires.”
He said all residents must do
everything they can to address the
impacts and to reverse the course
of climate change.
“We need nothing less than an
Apollo Project-level investment in
clean energy development that will
slow the warming of our planet,
put hundreds of thousands of people to work in green jobs and leave

a safer, healthier planet for our
children and grandchildren,” he
added. “Otherwise, the next generation will inherit a very different
Golden State.”
Harris and U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture Tom Vilsack were in
Southern California on Jan. 21 to
make the announcement. It is part
of $1.3 billion in federal disaster
aid to help communities to clear
hazardous vegetation, restore
forests and repair infrastructure
damaged by wildfires.
California is also expected to
receive a share of $5 billion for
wildfire prevention and preparation efforts in the bipartisan infrastructure package Congress passed
last November.

photo courtesy of Adam Schiff Office

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff
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Webinar outlines upcoming subway work
The Los Angeles County
Transportation Authority is holding the next lunchtime webinar on
the Purple Line Extension subway
project on Wednesday, Feb. 2,
from noon to 1 p.m., via Zoom.
The webinar will provide information about all three sections of the
subway line, which is under construction between
Wilshire/
Western and the VA Hospital campus in Westwood. The meeting can
be viewed on Facebook Live by
visiting facebook.com/purplelineext. To join the Zoom meeting,
visit zoom.us/j/96626476708 and
use the webinar ID: 966 2647
6708.
Work is ongoing at many locations along the tunnel alignment
under Wilshire Boulevard. In
Westwood, crews are relocating
underground infrastructure in
preparation of subway station construction on the VA Hospital campus. Preliminary construction is
also occurring near Wilshire/
Gayley for the future Westwood/
UCLA subway station.
Another subway station on the
line will be located in Century City
near Constellation Boulevard and
Avenue of the Stars. Crews are
relocating sewer and storm drains
and excavating the future subway
station. Excavation and tunneling
support is ongoing within construction staging yards at the site.
Partial traffic lane closures will be
required on Avenue of the Stars
and Constellation Boulevard.
Construction is also ongoing in
Beverly
Hills
for
the
Wilshire/Rodeo and Wilshire/La
Cienega subway stations. Work on
the Wilshire/Rodeo station will be
ongoing
through
2024.
Construction in the area will
require lane closures on Wilshire
Boulevard between El Camino and
Crescent drives.
Farther east at the Wilshire/La
Cienega station, subsurface investigation, station appendage construction, concrete and material
deliveries, and instrumentation
work, utility relocation and street
maintenance in ongoing. Lane
reductions will occur on Wilshire
Boulevard between La Cienega
and San Vicente boulevards. Gale
Drive will be temporarily closed
north of Wilshire Boulevard
through April.
Crews are also building the
Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire La
Brea subway stations and lane closures will be necessary on Wilshire
Boulevard. In the Miracle Mile, a
K-rail work zone will be installed
on Saturday, Jan. 22, in the middle
of Wilshire Boulevard between

Courtyard Place and Masselin
Avenue. The work zone will be in
place for approximately two years
and support construction in the

subway
tunnels.
Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
Ridgely Drive and Curson Avenue.

DATES: Thursdays, February 10 and February 24, 2022
TIME:

7:00 PM, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard

LOCATION: Meetings will be held via teleconference; details provided below
PROJECT: Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills Specific Plan Project
ADDRESS: 456 and 468 North Rodeo Drive; 449, 451 and 453 North Beverly
Drive and 461 through 465 North Beverly Drive

The Planning Commission of the City of Beverly Hills, at SPECIAL meetings on
February 10 and February 24, 2022, will hold public hearings beginning at 7:00
PM, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard to consider the following requests associated with the Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills Specific Plan Project:
• Final Environmental Impact Report: City certification of the Environmental
Impact Report.
• General Plan Amendment: Create the Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills Specific
Plan land use designation and apply it to the Project site. Amend General Plan
Land Use Element Policy 9.4 text to identify that anchor location design criteria
applies to the Project site. (legislative request)
• Specific Plan: Adopt a specific plan that includes: 1) allowed uses, develop
ment standards, and guidelines for the plan area, 2) operational standards for
uses, 3) plan implementation and administration, and 4) a conceptual project
plan. (legislative request)
• Zone Text and Map Amendments: Add the Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills Specific Plan to the Beverly Hills Municipal Code and update the City’s zoning map
to apply the Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills Specific Plan zoning designation to the
Project site. (legislative request)
• Vesting Tentative Parcel Map: Merge 4 existing lots into one lot and relocate
the surface public alley right-of-way to the southern portion of the Project Site.
• Encroachment Permit: Allow: 1) subsurface utility vaults to encroach into the
public right-of-way, 2) subterranean parking to extend under the public side
walk from 10 feet below grade and up to the existing sidewalk curb, 3) installation
and maintenance of landscaped parkways and special paving in the public
right-of-way fronting the Project Site.
• Master Plan of Streets Amendment: 1) relocate the existing surface right-ofway for public alley purposes; 2) dedicate additional surface right-of-way for
public sidewalk purposes along South Santa Monica Boulevard, and 3) allow the
public roadway along North Rodeo Drive, South Santa Monica Boulevard and
North Beverly Drive to remain in their current locations.
• Development Agreement: The Applicant is requesting a development agreement with the City in conjunction with the proposal. At a future date the City
Council will consider this request.
Project Description: The 1.28-acre Project site is bounded on the west by North
Rodeo Drive, on the north by South Santa Monica Boulevard and on the east by
North Beverly Drive. The Project site consists of four existing parcels as well as a
portion of the existing north-south alley located between North Rodeo Drive and
North Beverly Drive. The Project site is currently developed with two retail commercial structures on North Rodeo Drive (“Celine” and former “Brooks Brothers”
locations) and is developed with a retail building and an institutional building
(former “Paley Center”) on North Beverly Drive.

• The proposed building heights vary across the Project site, ranging from 4-

photo courtesy of Metro

diately south of Wilshire
Boulevard.
For questions and concerns
about the Purple Line Extension
project, call the 24-hour project
hotline at (213)922-6934, email
the project team at purplelineext@metro.net, or visit metro.net.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARINGS

The Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills Specific Plan Project is a proposal for a single
multiple-use building with up to 220,950 SF of floor area and up to 115 guest
rooms allowed. The development standards included in the proposed Specific
Plan would allow a maximum floor area ratio (FAR) of 4.2 and a maximum
above ground FAR of 3.91. The proposed building includes a luxury hotel with
restaurants and ancillary services, a private club, and street level retail uses
with North Rodeo Drive frontage. The submitted conceptual plans for the Project includes the following features:

Crews are pouring concrete and
conducting other work on the tunnels
at the Wilshire/La Cienega station.

At Wilshire/La Brea, construction is occurring on the subway
station and tunnels. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
Detroit Street and Highland
Avenue through April 4. Sycamore
Avenue will also be closed imme-

stories, 51-feet in height on the North Rodeo Drive facing portion of the
building to a maximum of 9-stories, 115-feet in height on the North Beverly
Drive facing portion of the building.
• The conceptual plan includes 187,058 SF of hotel floor area with 109 hotel
guest rooms and 24,976 SF of street level accessible retail floor area for a total
of 212,034 SF of floor area.
• The proposed club would allow up to 500 individual members and would
provide social and recreational facilities within the hotel portion of the building with a club specific screening room and social rooms.
• Appurtenant uses for the hotel and club include: hotel guest/club member
dining facilities, a wellness center with exercise equipment and services, a
day/cosmetic spa, and outdoor pools, decks and balconies.
• A motor court with access from South Santa Monica Boulevard with valet
operation for all Project uses.
• A ground level publicly accessible restaurant is proposed on North Beverly
Drive.
• 185 vehicle parking spaces located on subterranean levels.
• A new public pedestrian plaza at the corner of North Rodeo Drive and
South Santa Monica Boulevard.
• Relocation of the existing public alley that runs north-south across the
Project site to an east-west alignment on the southern portion of the Project
site with access from North Beverly Drive.
Final Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR): The Proposed Project has
been assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria contained in the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State CEQA guidelines,
and the environmental regulations of the City. The City of Beverly Hills is
preparing a Final EIR to analyze potential environmental impacts associated
with the Project. The Final EIR will be distributed on Thursday, February 3, 2022
for public review in conjunction with the Planning Commission Agenda
Packet for the February 10, 2022 hearing. The Planning Commission will review and consider certification of the Final EIR for the Project. The Final EIR
analyzes the following potential environmental effects of the Project:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Air Quality
•
Biological Resources (Bats)•
Cultural Resources
•
Energy
•
Geology/Soils (Paleontology)
Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Land Use/Planning
Noise
Transportation
Tribal Cultural Resources
• Utilities/Service Systems (Energy)

The Final EIR impact analysis determines that, after mitigation, no significant
environmental effects are anticipated.
How to Participate
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e)(3), members of the Beverly
Hills Planning Commission and staff may participate in these meetings via
teleconference. In the interest of maintaining appropriate social distancing,
members of the public can participate by listening to the meeting at (888) 4681195 (participant code 105093) and/or offer comment through email at commentPC@beverlyhills.org. Public Comment can be offered during the meeting
by calling (310) 288-2288 or by video at https://beverlyhillsorg.zoom.us/my/bevpublic (passcode: 90210).
Written comments should identify the Agenda Item Number or Topic in the
subject line of the email. In order to have written material included in the
Commissioners’ packet, it must be received no later than 8 calendar days before the date of the hearing. Comments will be read into the record, with a
maximum allowance of 3 minutes per individual comment (approximately 350
words), subject to the Commission's discretion. It is recommended that written
comments be submitted at least two hours prior to the posted meeting
date/time. If a comment is received after the agenda item is heard, it will not be
a part of the record.
According to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge the City’s action in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone
else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City, either at or prior to the public hearing. Please
note that any comments received prior to or during the public hearing will be
considered as part of the public record.
If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Masa Alkire,
AICP, Project Manager, in the Planning Division at (310) 285-1135, or by email
at malkire@beverlyhills.org. Copies of the project plans and associated application materials are on file in the Community Development Department, and
can be reviewed by contacting the project planner listed above.
Sincerely,
Masa Alkire, AICP, Project Manager
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LGBT center seeks men for blood donation study

The Los Angeles LGBT Center is
working to change rules on blood
donation by helping to recruit gay
and bisexual men between the ages
of 18 and 39 for a pilot study evaluating the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration’s blood donor
deferral policy. Compensation is up
to $85 for those who complete the
study.
Under current federal policy, gay
and bisexual men who have had sex
with other men in the last three
months are not allowed to donate
blood. The study seeks to evaluate
alternatives to the FDA’s current
blood donor policy that, while less
stringent than the 1985 complete
ban on gay and bisexual men donating blood, is still discriminatory,
according to center executive director Joe Hollendoner.
“The only way that the policy is
going to change is through participation in this research study which
will demonstrate that there’s another
option,”
Flynn
added.

“Participating is really an opportunity for people to feel empowered,
to be able to know that they are in
the long run contributing to the crisis of the blood shortage in this
country.”
“There’s a huge blood shortage
right now,” added the center’s
director of research Risa Flynn. “If
you’re a gay or bi man who is confronted by that, how frustrating it is
to be told on the one hand, ‘This is
a dire situation,’ and to be told at the
same time, ‘Sorry, you can’t help.’”
The center is one of eight LGBT
centers nationwide recruiting gay
and bisexual men for the
ADVANCE (Assessing Donor
Variability and New Concepts in
Eligibility) study, funded through a
contract with the FDA. The study
was launched by three of the
nation’s largest blood centers –
Vitalant, OneBlood and the
American Red Cross.
“We’re hopeful the FDA will
reverse its homophobic policies and
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Gay and bisexual men are being sought for a study on rules governing
blood donation.

allow gay and bisexual men to
donate blood in the same way they
allow heterosexual individuals to
donate blood, irrespective of the
number of sexual partners or the
frequency in which they’ve had
sex,” added Hollendoner, former
CEO of San Francisco AIDS
Foundation. “We know that blood
donations can be properly screened
for any diseases and that should
continue to be a consistent practice.
But gay men and bisexual men
should not be excluded because
they are perceived as being at
increased risk.”
Nearly four decades ago when
the ban was put into place, there
was little science on the mechanisms of HIV transmission, and the
AIDS epidemic was concentrated
in the gay community. The complete ban was lifted in December
2015, but in April 2020, the policy
was revised to require that gay and
bisexual men abstain from sex for
one year prior to donating blood.
The one-year of abstinence from
sex has since been reduced to three
months.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, all
donated blood products are tested
for HIV and other pathogens such
as the hepatitis C virus to ensure
they do not enter the blood supply.
The ADVANCE study is looking at
eliminating the three-month time
period in favor of having an extended questionnaire for potential
donors to assess risk behavior.
“The current policy continues to
perpetuate the stigma and shame as
it relates to gay and bisexual men
and certainly doesn’t take into con-

sideration the significant evolution
of HIV prevention and care over the
last 40 years,” Hollendoner said.
Participants in the study will
have a blood sample drawn for HIV
testing and will answer questions to
determine individual HIV risk factors. The study will assess if the
questions related to behavior are
effective in distinguishing gay and
bisexual men who have recently
tested positive for HIV from those
who have not. Its findings will help

determine the next steps needed to
modify the donor history questionnaire. Data from the ADVANCE
study will then be submitted to the
FDA, which will review and decide
next steps.
The study has been extended by
the FDA through July 2022 in order
to meet enrollment goals of 2,000
men nationwide, with 250–300
from the Los Angeles area. For
information and to enroll, visit
advancestudy.org.

photo courtesy of Yoselin Chau

Volunteers concentrated on removing trash and debris around the
Hollywood (101) Freeway.

Volunteers help beautify Hollywood

Volunteers from the World
Mission Society Church of God in
Hollywood held a community
cleanup and beautification event
on Jan. 23 in the Melrose Hill
neighborhoods.
Prior to the event, volunteers
gathered at the Lemon Grove
Recreation Center and received a
certificate of recognition from the
office of Los Angeles City
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District. The cleanup occurred
along streets between Santa Monica
Boulevard and Melrose Avenue,
and Oxford and Normandie
avenues. Volunteers concentrated

on areas around the Hollywood
(101) Freeway where large amounts
of trash had accumulated and filled
a 900-cubic-foot dumpster provided
by L.A. Sanitation.
The goal of the cleanup was to
share community cohesiveness in
the midst of the latest wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The volunteers hoped to inspire others to
take pride in their neighborhoods
and continue working to beautify
the city.
The World Mission Society
Church of God is located at 1528
N. Vermont Ave. For information,
visit lawmscog.com.
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Remembering Kobe and Gigi

photo by Edwin Folven

Wednesday, Jan. 26, marked the two-year anniversary of the passing
of NBA legend Kobe Bryant and his daughter, Gigi, who died in a helicopter crash in Calabasas while on their way to a basketball tournament at the Bryant’s Mamba Sports Academy. Seven other people
were also killed: John and Keri Altobelli, and their daughter, Alyssa
Altobelli; Sarah Chester and her daughter, Payton Chester; Christina
Mauser; and pilot Ara Zoboyan.
Bryant, who played 20 seasons with the Los Angeles Lakers, and Gigi,
13, a rising female basketball star, were remembered throughout the
city with murals in the weeks after the helicopter crash. Two murals
honoring Bryant are located in the 6500 block of Melrose Avenue.

Ronald McDonald House Charities names
first Latina CEO for SoCal chapter

Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Southern California
announced that Fatima Djelmane
Rodriguez will become the charity’s new CEO. With more than 16
years as a leader in the nonprofit
sector, and a longtime steward to
her community, Rodriguez brings
proven leadership skills to her new
role, a spokesperson said.
As CEO, Rodriguez will continue to lead her chapter with significant growth, expanding its impact
through programs in Southern
California. She previously served
as executive director of Camp
Ronald McDonald for Good
Times, where she furthered the
program’s mission of building
healthier lives for children with
cancer and their families.
“I’m committed to ensuring
RMHCSC is a leader in supporting
critically ill and injured children
and their families with compassion, cultural competency, integrity
and innovation,” Rodriguez said.
“With more than 60% of our families coming from communities of
color, as a Latina, I’m proud to represent the majority of children and
families who rely on our houses,
family rooms and Camp Ronald
McDonald for Good Times.”
During the COVID-19 pandemic, Rodriguez helped implement
Camp at Home, a virtual program
that continued to serve children
and families. The program
received recognition for its innovation in a time of crisis by Ronald
McDonald House Charities.
Rodriguez has also expanded the
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Fatima Djelmane Rodriguez will become the first Latina CEO of the
Southern California chapter of Ronald McDonald House Charities.

program’s branding and social
media presence.
“We are thrilled to congratulate
Fatima on her well-earned promotion to CEO of RMHCSC,” said
Doug Kanner, chair of the board of
directors for Ronald McDonald

ORDER NOW FOR

House Charities of Southern
California. “We have worked with
Fatima for many years developing
and growing the camp and we are
so proud of everything she has
achieved on behalf of the program.”

Valentine’ sDay
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City receives federal funds for
L.A. River restoration

Los Angeles Mayor Garcetti
applauded $28 million in funding
from the Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law for the L.A. River Ecosystem
Restoration project. The funding
will enable habitat restoration near
the Arroyo Seco confluence and
the Taylor Yard site.
“The L.A. River is one of Los
Angeles’ crown jewels – a foundational piece of our city’s story.
Now, it’s on us to make it shine for
ourselves and future generations,”
Garcetti said. “This $28 million
investment by our federal partners
– their largest to date in the river –
caps off nearly a decade of
progress and investment in our
bold vision of the L.A. River’s
future. I am deeply grateful to our

Los Angeles Congressional delegation, as well as the Biden administration, for this funding, and I look
forward to seeing the transformation continue as a lifelong
Angeleno.”
The L.A. River Ecosystem
Restoration project will restore 11
miles of the L.A. River from
Griffith Park to downtown Los
Angeles. It will restore hundreds of
acres for multiple plant and animal
species and provide access to natural areas and trails for historically
disadvantaged communities. The
city estimates the plan will generate 14,200 construction jobs and
2,670 permanent jobs.
For
information,
visit
lamayor.org.

Call (818)359-8239
for appt. and orders
831 Foothill Blvd. , La Canada
bloomsbyemilyjilgco.com • emilyjilgco.com
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Report on tobacco use
shows more work ahead
The American Lung Association
released its 20th annual State of
Tobacco Control report on Jan. 25,
indicating there has been significant progress in ending tobacco
use, but challenges remain regarding e-cigarettes and flavored tobacco products.
The State of Tobacco Control
report evaluates state and federal
policymakers on actions taken to
eliminate tobacco use, the nation’s
leading cause of preventable death.
The report recommends proven and
effective tobacco control laws and
policies to save lives. The 2022
State of Tobacco Control reveals
that the country has made substantial progress in advancing tobacco
control policies over the past 20
years, including comprehensive
smoke-free laws in more states,
increased tobacco taxes and more
access to treatments to help people
quit smoking.
The report noted that California
has passed legislative policies to
reduce and prevent tobacco use,
including e-cigarettes. However,
more work needs to be done, said
Erica Costa, advocacy director for
the American Lung Association in
California. The statewide smoking
rate is 8.9%, and the high school
tobacco use rate is 12.7%.
“While we have seen considerable progress in California, tobacco
use remains our leading cause of
preventable death and disease, taking an estimated 39,950 lives each

year,” Costa said. “Our progress on
tobacco control policy has not been
equal. We continue to see the
unequal burden of tobacco use and
exposure to secondhand smoke in
communities experiencing health
disparities.”
This year’s report noted the need
for California lawmakers to focus on
ending the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol cigarettes. According to the 2021
National Youth Tobacco Survey,
more than two million high school
and middle school students use e-cigarettes, and over 80% of those kids
use flavored e-cigarettes. In addition,
menthol cigarettes continue to be the
major cause of tobacco-related death
and disease in Black communities.
Ending the sale of flavored tobacco
products, including menthol, will not
only help end youth vaping, but will
also help address the disproportionate
impact of menthol cigarettes and flavored cigars have on many communities, including Black Americans,
LGBTQ+ Americans and youth,
Costa added.
“Kids follow the flavors, so ending the sale of all flavored tobacco
products in California is key to ending youth tobacco use,” she said.
“We call on legislators in
Sacramento to prohibit the sale of
all flavored tobacco products,
including
menthol,
across
California.”
For information and to read the
report, visit lung.org.

O’Farrell offers updates on green programs in the city
Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, launched
an electronic newsletter series on
Jan. 20 called “Greener L.A.
Updates” to better inform residents
about critical work to protect the
environment, including a landmark
effort to achieve 100% carbon-free
energy in Los Angeles by 2035.
“The climate crisis is front of
mind for many of us, and I want
Angelenos to be fully informed of
the groundbreaking work the city
of Los Angeles is doing to protect
the environment,” O’Farrell said.
“The city is well on its way to a
fully sustainable future, and the

path is being charted in our environment committee. These times
demand from us urgency, ambition
and accountability, and we are
committed to delivering.”
“Greener L.A. Updates”' will be
electronically published on a regular basis following meetings of the
council’s Energy, Climate Change,
Environmental Justice and Los
Angeles River Committee, led by
chairman O’Farrell. The committee develops environmental policy
and initiatives for the city of Los
Angeles and also oversees city
agencies including the Department
of Water and Power and L.A.
Sanitation. Under O’Farrell’s lead-

ership, the committee has moved
forward on major environmental
policies including the LA100 plan
to achieve 100% carbon-free energy by 2035, a building energy
decarbonization plan to install
solar power and solar storage on
municipal facilities, a master plan
for electric vehicles in the city and
an ordinance regulating environmentally harmful foodware accessories.
For information and the committee’s meeting schedule, visit
clerk.lacity.org/calendar. To read
the first “Greener L.A. Update,”
visit bit.ly/GreenerLAwelcome,
and to bit.ly/GreenerLAupdates.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

Residential Zones R1A and R1C,
West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

Zone text amendment to Title 19 - West Hollywood Zoning
Ordinance, and Title 20 – West Hollywood Subdivision Regulations, to allow certain properties in the R1A and R1C Zone
Districts to subdivide their properties and construct up to two
dwelling units on each lot, in accordance with state law.

PERMIT(S):

Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Monday, February 7, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.
This meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed instructions for participation included on the posted
agenda).

ZONES:

R1A (Residential, Single-Family or Two-Unit Low Density)
R1C (Residential, Single-Family or Two-Unit Low Density)

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) Regulations pursuant to Section §15061(b) (Review for Exemption)
City Hall is accessible by appointment only. The staff report will be available
on Wednesday, February 2, 2022 on-line at www.weho.org
photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

The American Lung Association’s annual report indicated progress has been
made in preventing smoking, but challenges still exist with youth vaping.

More relief for small businesses
The Los Angeles Economic and
Workforce
Development
Department is accepting applications through Feb. 7 for the
Comeback Checks Programs,
which will provide $25 million in
grants for small businesses.
The EWDD is processing applications as quickly as possible and
finalists will be notified 10 business
days after the close of the program.
The city of Los Angeles allocated
American Rescue Plan Act funds to
provide grants to eligible microenterprises and small businesses in
need of economic support due to
business interruptions or business
closures suffered as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The Comeback Checks Program
will provide $5,000 grants to
approximately 5,000 businesses in
Los Angeles. Grant recipients will

be selected through a lottery, with
final award recommendations based
on the availability of funds, program guidelines, submission of all
required information and supporting documentation. Grant funds
may only be used for costs incurred
on or after March 3, 2021.
The city has partnered with the
Community Reinvestment Fund to
assist with implementation of the
program. Correspondence regarding this Program, including award
notices, will be issued by CRF. It is
the responsibility of applicants to
respond to requests for information
and documentation in a timely manner. EWDD’s nine BusinessSource
Centers are available to assist
prospective applicants.
For information and to apply,
visit ewddlacity.com/index.php
/recovery/comebackla.

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice,
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood City Council, via
the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of
the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to
express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Rachel Dimond, Senior Planner in the
Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:
rdimond@weho.org

Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-8486826.
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

National Croissant
Day at Pitchoun

Treat yourself to hand-crafted
plain, chocolate and almond croissants at the French bakery,
Pitchoun, on Jan. 30 in celebration
of National Croissant Day.
Beginning Feb. 2, Pitchoun is also
offering pretty rose croissants to
celebrate Valentine’s Day. The bakery fills plain croissants with rose
water-infused pastry cream and partially dips them in pink chocolate.
8500 Beverly Blvd., #103.
(323)381-5328.

New Pasta Corner at
the Farmers Market

L

ast Friday, the new Pasta
Corner held a grand opening
with co-founder Vincent Benoliel at
the Original Farmers Market and
welcomed Julie Bardos, from the
French Consulate, along with
French singer-songwriter Matt

Pakora and his wife Christina
Milian. Festivities included cooking classes and a pasta ribbon-cutting ceremony. Pasta Corner offers
homemade pasta made by hand and
with a state-of-the-art pasta
machine, and specialties such as
black ink squid tagliatelle, spaghetti
alla bolognese and lumache
Marsala chicken. 6333 W. Third
St., Ste. 510. (323)787-4444, pastacornerla.com.

Breadblok glutenfree croissants

D

ine on the outdoor patio
designed with Breadblok’s
famous California-meets-South of
France aesthetic and enjoy seasonal
favorites including vegan apple
tartlets, quiche Lorraine, honey
baked squash and carrot salad. To
celebrate National Croissant Day on
Jan. 30, enjoy Breadblok’s croissants, which are gluten-free, gumfree, soy-free and free of refined

Uncle Louie’s
Meat Balls

$6.98 per lb.
Polla Asada
$4.98 per lb
with this ad • exp. 2/2/2022
6333 W. Third St.
In The Original
Farmers Market

323.938.5131

marcondas.com

sugars and additives. They come in
four delicious flavors including traditional, pain au chocolat made with
housemade chocolate, almond and
prosciutto gruyère. The croissants
are $6.60-$8.50. Breadblok has
restaurants in Santa Monica and
Silver Lake. Visit Breadblok Silver
Lake Monday, Jan. 31, take a photograph and post it using hashtag
#BreadblokSilverLake for a chance
to win a $50 gift card. Also during
January, Breadblok Silver Lake is
offering free delivery when customers order with Toast, UberEats,
Postmates and DoorDash. 1529
Griffith Park Blvd., (213)444-1874;
1511 Montana Ave., (310)3108576.

Lunar New Year
at Merois

C

elebrate the Year of the Tiger
with a special dinner featuring
a five-course menu on Friday, Feb.
4, at Wolfgang Puck’s Merois at
The Pendry. Diners can choose
Peking duck, Maine lobster noodle
and crispy fried fish. Other delights
include sheng jian bao dumplings,
Santa Barbara spot prawns, kung
pao green beans, oolong tea and

fortune cookies. A DJ will spin
tunes, dragon dancers will perform
and guests can receive special giveaways. The dinner is $160 per person, with specialty cocktails offered
at an additional cost. Tickets are
pre-sold only and non-refundable.
8430 Sunset Blvd. (323)918-3410,
sevenrooms.com/experiences/mero
iswesthollywood.

sure to finish with tiramisu. 2807
Ocean Park Blvd., (310)450-4999.

Vito Restaurant
specialty cocktails

I

n February, the old-school Italian
restaurant in Santa Monica is
serving three specialty cocktails
with a Valentine’s Day theme. The
Miss Valentine is made with
Belvedere vodka, while the Little
Kiss is crafted with Prosecco and
the Bitter Hearts Know Better is
made with gin. Owned by the
Naples-born Somma family, their
classic, home-cooked Southern
Italian cuisine includes Spaghetti
Della Casa with chopped shrimp
and flamed cognac sauce, and pollo
alla Vito with prosciutto, fresh
broccoli, mozzarella cheese and
sherry wine sauce. The Caesar
salad is made tableside and dressed
specially to customers’ tastes. Be

photo courtesy of Mude

The Naked Collective is offering
Mude, new beverages that boost
immune health and help refresh
your mood.

Mude drinks

T

he wellness beverage Mude, by
the Naked Collective, is a
sparkling drink that supports the
immune system and helps refresh
your mood. Each of the all-natural
plant-based ingredients help people
focus, rest, relax, energize and protect immune health, the company
says. They are vegan, gluten-free,
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non-GMO and certified carbon neutral, and have less than 6-grams of
sugar and 40 calories per can. Mude
is available at Erewhon, Lassens
and other retail stores. Each $12
pack is $30. 7660 Beverly Blvd.
Ste. A, (323)937-0777.

pickup, delivery and online sales at
milkbarstore.com. 7150 Melrose
Ave., (213)341-8423.

Milk Bar’s
Valentine’s Day
treats

B

ring home a red velvet cheesecake featuring layers of double
chocolate red velvet cake and frosting from Milk Bar. Also available
are red velvet cheesecake truffles
filled with chocolate cake, chocolate chips, cream cheese and red
velvet crumbs with a delicate
chocolate shell. For a limited time,
Milk Bar is making fudge frosting
squares in three flavors. The iconic
birthday squares have a frostinglike center, birthday cake crumbs
and rainbow sprinkles. Milk Bar
also offers double dark chocolate
squares, and milk chocolate cereal
milk squares with a cornflake
crunch. For Valentine’s Day, pick
up a box packed with six favorite
cookies. Milk Bar offers in-store

photo courtesy of John Kelly Chocolates

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with
special boxes of ruby hearts by
John Kelly Chocolates.

John Kelly
Chocolates new
ruby hearts

J

ohn Kelly Chocolates’ new custom solid ruby hearts are made
with 100% ruby chocolate, which is
another type of chocolate in addition to dark, milk and white choco-

late. Ruby chocolate offers a burst
of fresh, tangy berry notes, and its
eye-catching ruby hue is reminiscent of white chocolate mixed with
raspberries and strawberries. The
hearts come in round boxes with six
pieces and can be tied with a fuchsia ribbon in honor of Valentine’s
Day. John Kelly Chocolate shops
are located in Beverly Hills,
Hollywood and Santa Monica.
9523 S. Santa Monica Blvd.,
(310)734-7228; 1508 N. Sierra
Bonita Ave., (323)851-3277; 1111
½ Montana Ave., (310)899-0900.

Good Eggs delivers
to your door

T

he San Francisco online marketplace Good Eggs is launching in Los Angeles on Feb. 1. Good
Eggs’ same-day delivery brings
organic and sustainably-produced
items directly to residents’
doorsteps. Select peaches from the
Masumoto Family Farm, smallbatch dried and fresh pasta from
Semolina Artisanal Pasta, strawberries from Harry’s Berries, cakes
and cookies by Sweet Laurel, and
meal kits and prepared foods.
Celebrate the upcoming Lunar New

photo courtesy of Good Eggs

Organic mandarins are just one of
hundreds of item available at
goodeggs.com

Year with a variety of available
products, like soba noodles, organic tofuand shiitake mushrooms.
goodeggs.com/home.

Poke House invests
in Sweetfin

T

he rapidly-growing international fast-casual concept Poke
House has invested in the iconic
Los Angeles-based Sweetfin.
Created by former “Top Chef” contestant Dakota Weiss, the partnership positions Poke House as the
largest investor in the chef-driven,
California-inspired
gluten-free
poke and plant-based bowl concept,
and will support the expansion of

Superbowl Appetizer Platters

Chicken Wings

24 - $45 36 - $65 48 - $85
Individual Plate $14.95

Sweetfin in the United States. The
two fast-casual poke restaurants
plan to open 80 new locations in the
U.S. and Europe in 2022, and corporate-owned restaurants over the
next three years throughout the
U.S. 3112 Sunset Blvd., (323)6006210; 8075 W. Third St., #100,
(323)934-3701; 135 N. Larchmont
Blvd., (323)465-6040.

Cabra Los Angeles
opens
Chef Stephanie Izard’s Peruvianinspired restaurant Cabra Los
Angeles at The Hoxton in downtown, serves colorful and experimental craft cocktails including
classic pisco sours and frozen pisco
fevers with vodka and guava. Chef
Izard prepares empanadas, classic
Peruvian chicken, steak, pork and
fresh seafood dishes. Enjoy
panoramic views of the downtown
Los Angeles skyline from the
rooftop restaurant. Opposite the
dining room, the sunny bar and
patio offers lounge seating and
greenery. Cabra Los Angeles opens
daily at 4 p.m. Lunch and brunch
will debut in the coming months.
1060 S. Broadway, (213)725-5900.

ORDER FO
R
RAMS vs S
F
GAME!

Potato Skins
$15.95

ORDER NOW FOR YOUR
SUPERBOWL PARTY!

Onion Rings & Fries

OPEN 6:30AM- 7:30PM

French Dip Sliders
with fries $40

6333 W. 3rd St.
at the Farmers Market

(323) 933-8446
(323) 933-8447

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

Order Direct or from
Chow Now • Postmates
DoorDash • Uber Eats

$11.95

add chicken $16.95

GO
RAMS!
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Jan. 14 and Jan. 22. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department
Jan. 15
At 2:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 100 block
of S. Crescent.
At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of N. Bedford.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9400 block of
Olympic at 5:19 p.m.

Jan. 16
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 200
block of N. Beverly.

Jan. 22
At 11:20 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
9500 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of N.
Stanley at 12:01 a.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 700
block of N. La Cienega.

Jan. 16

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 1500 block of Vine at 7 a.m.

Jan. 18

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 600 block of N.
Robertson at midnight.
At midnight, an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9200 block of Sunset.

Jan. 17

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of N. Le
Doux at 4:46 p.m.

At 1:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.

At 4:46 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of S. Oakhurst.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1400 block of N.
Fairfax at 8 a.m.

Jan. 19

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 8600
block of Holloway.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of N. La Cienega.

Jan. 20
At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of N. Hamilton.
A vandalism incident was reported
in the 9700 block of Wilshire at
12:02 p.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole auto parts in the 100 block of
S. Bedford.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 600 block of N.
Westbourne at 9 p.m.

Jan. 18
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident
near the corner of Fountain and
Vista at 12:15 p.m.
At 12:37 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
8400 block of Fountain.

Jan. 19
At 12:52 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
7100 block of Santa Monica.

Jan. 20

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 500 block of N.
Palm at 8:30 p.m.

At 5:46 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8200
block of Santa Monica.

Jan. 21

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8500 block of Santa
Monica at 11:05 a.m.

At 1:31 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Santa Monica
and Rodeo.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of N. La
Cienega at 1:54 a.m.
At 6:05 p.m., an unknown suspect

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1100 block of N.
Fairfax at 4:20 p.m.

Jan. 14

At 11:13 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 8200
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 9100 block of
Wilshire at 5:12 p.m.

Jan. 16

Los Angeles Police
Department

At 6:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9600 block of Wilshire.

At 6:06 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of N. Beverly.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1000
block of N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 200 bock of N.
Rodeo at 7 p.m.

Jan. 17

At 1:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed commercial burglary in
the 300 block of Beverly.

Jan. 22

committed a grand theft in the 300
block of N. Beverly.

At noon, an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 500
block of N. Huntley.

At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1000
block of Havenhurst.

Jan. 21
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 600
block of N. West Knoll.

stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Sunset and Wilton.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Waring and Sycamore at 9:35 p.m.

At 7:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1000
block of Kings.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8900 block of
Santa Monica at 12:05 a.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 400 block of S. Roxbury
at 12:15 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7100 block of Santa
Monica at 6:30 p.m.

At 7:25 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6500
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of N.
Plymouth at 10:50 a.m.
At 1:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1000 block of N. Highland.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 200 block of N.
Irving at 3:30 p.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6500
block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect committed a
theft in the 1500 block of Vine at 5
p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle in the 8400
block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1400 block of
Vine at 6:10 p.m.
At 8:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 6200
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1600 block of N.
El Centro at 12:01 a.m.
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
1700 block of Vine.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1600 block of N.
Las Palmas at 12:48 a.m.
At 3:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1300
block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1700 block of Camino
Palmero at 4 a.m.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 800
block of N. Laurel.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Detroit and Wilshire at 1:30 p.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8500 block
of Beverly.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
Seward at 8:15 p.m.
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1400 block of
Stearns at 3:04 p.m.
At 4:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of N. La Cienega.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of N.
Orange Grove at 5 p.m.
At 6:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1400
block of N. Curson.

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Fountain and Gower.

At noon, an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 800
block of N. La Cienega.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5900 block of
Wilshire at 12:15 p.m.
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
5600 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 5900 block of Sunset at
1:30 p.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Yucca and Las Palmas.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6100 block of Sunset at
1:45 p.m.
At 8:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Third and Ogden.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7200 block of Melrose at
8:20 p.m.
At 10:20 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near
the corner of Sunset and Vista.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6000 block of
Hollywood at 12:50 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1100 block of
Meadowbrook at 10 a.m.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of N. Plymouth.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Cahuenga
and Selma at 5:20 a.m.

Jan. 15

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 700
block of Vine.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1000 block of S.
Rimpau at 9:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1300 block of N.
Fuller at 8 p.m.

Jan. 17

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5900 block of
Franklin at 2 a.m.

At 12:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
1600 block of N. Cherokee.

At 4:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Sunset and Ivar.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1500 block of
Gordon at 8:30 p.m.

At 12:50 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
100 block of S. Robertson.

Jan. 18

At 6:55 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7300 block of Melrose.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Sweetzer and Melrose at 7:40
a.m.
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 800
block of N. McCadden.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft near the corner of
Gardner and Hollywood at 11 a.m.
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6800
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6600 block of
Hollywood at 1:35 p.m.
At 6:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Robertson and Colgate.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of N. La
Brea at 6:15 p.m.
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Spend Valentine’s Day at the Waldorf Astoria

photo by Michael Brown

Enjoy Happy Hour Monday - Friday at El Granjero with a classic margarita.

Fritzi Coop spreads its wings
to tacos and margs at El Granjero

El Granjero Cantina is L.A.’s
newest most colorful cantina featuring a top-notch culinary team
delivering a delectably delicious,
fun and fresh take on authentic
Mexican cuisine influenced by
Southern California farmers market
ingredients. With its lively, bright
and inviting indoor-outdoor seating
and great patio for people watching, El Granjero is located in the
former Ulysses Voyage space on
the Market Plaza at The Original
Farmers Market.
El
Granjero
Cantina
founder and owner John Moshay
has a deep connection to the cultural traditions of Mexico. Moshay,
also Co-Owner of Fritzi Coop at the
Farmers Market with Fritzi Coop
partner, chef and owner Neal
Frazer, sought out Executive Chef
Jenni Sklar (Lucques, Sqirl, Son of
a Gun, and Whoa Nelly Catering)
to
create
El
Granjero
Cantina’s modern Mexican menu
and oversee the kitchen.
Sklar’s ingredient driven menu
embraces regional Mexican flavors
using seasonal and fresh ingredients
showcasing a selection of antojitos
including
guacamole,
fiesta
nachos, papas fritas and pork belly.
Ensaladas spotlight Sklar’s signature Caesar salad prepared with

romaine lettuce, cured egg yolk,
sunflower seeds, and breadcrumbs,
or kale salad made with avocado,
griddled cheese, house pickles,
corn, and black bean salsa.
The Oaxacan quesadillas are house
favorites. The hibiscus quesadilla is
made with sauteed hibiscus flowers,
onion, and cheese, or the queso prepared with cheese, black bean
puree, salsa negra, and escabeche
relish served with lettuce.
Tacos are served two for every
guest to enjoy featuring a selection
of avocado, beef, carnitas, chicken or crispy fish. The Dorados are
lightly fried to perfection and offer
up three delicious options, chili
braised beef and cheese, tomatillo
chicken and cheese, and soyrizo
and vegan cheese. The Los
Tazones include the California
fresh crispy avocado bowl prepared
with chipotle aioli, marinated kale,
corn, black bean salsa, and pickled
red onions, along with chicken,
beef, carnitas, seared fish or keto
bowl, comprised of your choice of
protein with cauliflower rice, griddled cheese, cabbage slaw, marinated
kale
and
crema.
Cheese and chicken enchiladas are
a
family
favorite
and
the carnitas and chili beef burritos
are packed with flavor. As with any
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Crispy fish tacos offer a the perfect bite of crunch and spice.

Valentine’s Day Gifts & Dining
Publishing Feb. 3 & 10; Deadline: Tuesday, Feb. 1

Reach over 13,000
paid subscribers every week!
Contact (323)933-5518

The award-winning JeanGeorges Beverly Hills restaurant in
the Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills
will offer an exclusive five-course
tasting menu ($195) on Valentine’s
Day from 5 to 10 p.m., with an
optional wine pairing ($115) and
cocktail libations pairing ($95).
The delectable tasting menu, created by Jean-Georges Vongerichten
and Executive Chef Steve
Benjamin, will be offered concurrently with the a la carte menu
from Friday, Feb. 11, through
Sunday, Feb. 13, and will be the
only offering on Valentine’s Day,
Monday, Feb. 14. Highlights of the
menu include Ossetra caviar, ahi
tuna ribbons, fresh tagliatelle with
black truffle, tournedos rossini, and
dark chocolate and passion fruit
tarts. The Waldorf Astoria’s 5,000square-foot La Prairie Spa will also
celebrate Valentine’s Day with the
two-hour Swiss Luxury for Two
package in the Couples Suite for
$795. Boost your skin’s hydration
with Swiss mud, a rich detoxifier
proper Mexican meal, Chef
Sklar’s sides are the perfect addition to each dish.
“We make everything in-house
from our pickles to our salsas, carnitas, and our tortillas,” Sklar
said. “Our Tortillas are soft, pliable,
full of moisture and fantastic flavor.
The density reminds me of a tamale
and every tortilla is handmade to
order every time.”
El Granjero Cantina’s bar program, created by cocktail consultant Tobin Shea, honors traditional
agave-based spirits from Mexico
with a specially curated list
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The Valentine’s menu feature Ossetra caviar and ahi tuna ribbons. The
above toasted egg yolk and caviar is a favrotie from Jean-Georges
regular menu.

that contains essential oils and
botanical extracts. The package
includes a warm mud application
and detoxifying oil massage featur-

ing juniper and rosemary, as well
as complimentary champagne and
valet. 9850 Wilshire Blvd. waldorfastoriabeverlyhills.com.

of tequilas y mezcal showcasing a
special selection of Blanco
Tequila, Reposado Tequila, Anejo
Tequila, and Mezcal. Fun and
frothy frozen margaritas, cocktails
on tap, and collection of classic
margaritas
and
specialty
cocktails such as the EGC Old
Fashioned comprised of reposado
tequila, mezcal, Meletti Amaro, and
orange, the Lifesaver made with
mezcal, Fiero, lime and pineapple
syrup, and Rasp-Hib Cocktail prepared with guests’ choice of tequila,
Italicus, hibiscus tea, lime and soda
to name just a few. In addition, El

Granjero Cantina also offers
select
beer,
wine,
housemade Sangria, and non-alcoholic
beverages such as El Granjero
Cantina’s horchata and freshly carbonated agua frescas.
El Granjero Cantina is open every
Sunday through Thursday from
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., and Friday
and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to
9:00 p.m. Happy Hour “All
Day” every Monday and Tuesday,
and every Wednesday through
Friday from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Call the cantina at (323)879-9324 or
visit CantinaLA.com.
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Exhibit examines relationship between music and art

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art presents “Artists
Inspired by Music: Interscope
Reimagined,” an exhibition that
revisits groundbreaking music
through visual art.
Artists often cite music as a
source of inspiration, capturing the
sonic experience through color and
form or translating musical innovations into their own practices. In the
exhibition, a diverse, intergenerational group of contemporary visual
artists participate in a creative dialogue with musical artists who
responded to songs and albums
released by Interscope Records over
the last three decades with works of
their own in a range of media. The
exhibition, which runs from Jan. 30
to Feb. 13, will present over 50 artworks by 46 visual artists. A majority of the works are newly commissioned pieces and will be presented
for the first time to the public.
Featured visual artists include
Cecily Brown, Lauren Halsey,
Kehinde Wiley, Takashi Murakami
and Ed Ruscha. Musicians include
Dr. Dre, Billie Eilish, Kendrick
Lamar, Nine Inch Nails and Lady
Gaga.
"‘Artists Inspired by Music’ celebrates a dialogue between two different art forms across three
decades of production,” said Staci
Steinberger, LACMA associate
curator of decorative arts and
design. "The show provides a fresh
perspective on influential albums
for the present moment."
Touching on LACMA's ongoing
exploration of the intersections of
art and music, the museum will present public programs exploring
musical expression and movement
throughout the exhibition.

“Los Angeles is a creative capital
known for many kinds of art forms,”
Michael Govan, LACMA CEO and
Wallis Annenberg Director, said.
"‘Artists Inspired by Music: lnterscope Reimagined’ is an extension
of a series of LACMA exhibitions
and programs celebrating the relationship between art and music."
Interscope invited artists to select
albums and songs from its catalogue and fostered exchanges with
musicians to generate resonant
pairings. The team worked closely
with LACMA associate curator
John Janick, vice chairman Steve
Berman and music executive Josh
Abraham revisited the label’s histo-

ry of groundbreaking music
through the lens of visual art, an
idea that was sparked by label partner Justin Lubliner.
The installation focuses on creative pairings, visually reflecting on
a history of musical innovation and
powerful performances across genres. In some cases, multiple artists
responded to the same musician,
offering different interpretations of
their work through the years.
Following the conclusion of the
exhibition, the artworks will be used
on reissues of the record albums.
LACMA is located at 5905
Wilshire Blvd. For information,
visit lacma.org.
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Kehinde Wiley’s “The Watcher” is one of many pieces that will be showcased at LACMA’s new installation celebrating art and music.

Holocaust Museum presents award-winning documentary

Holocaust Museum L.A. presents a panel discussion about the
award-winning
documentary
“Determined: The Story of
Holocaust Survivor Avraham
Perlmutter” on Wednesday, Feb. 2,
at 11 a.m. The film is the extraordinary story of Holocaust survivor
and Holocaust Museum L.A.
speaker Avraham Perlmutter and
was directed by his daughter,
Keren. Among other accolades, the
film won the Audience Award for
Best Documentary Feature at the
2020 San Diego International
Jewish Film Festival and won Best
Orchestration from a Documentary
at the Garden State Film Festival.
Perlmutter was 10 years old
when the Nazis arrived in his
hometown of Vienna, Austria.
Hoping to keep him safe, his parents sent Perlmutter to the
Netherlands, but German forces

were not far behind. Over the
course of the war, he braved harrowing captures, daring escapes,
torturous hiding and heartbreaking
losses. Based on Perlmutter’s bestselling
autobiography,
“Determined” is a story of survival
and a testament to human kindness—even in the darkest of hours
– and to the achievements made
possible through relentless perseverance.
The panel, which will be hosted
via a virtual Q & A session, will

feature “Determined” director
Keren Perlmutter, composer Steven
Chesne and descendants of Peter
and Gertrude Beijers, who hid
Perlmutter for over a year in the
Netherlands.
“Determined” will be available
to screen in advance from Jan. 31 to
Feb. 5 via a link that will be provided upon registration.
For information and to register,
visit holocaustmuseumla.org/eventdetails/determined-virtual-screening-and-q-a.

Rainy
Season
is here!
Call Now!

Full Serivce Residential and
Commercial Roofer
Locally owned & operated since 1925.
photo courtesy of Holocaust Museum L.A.

New documentary celebrates the
life and harrowing journey of
Holocaust survivor Avraham
Perlmutter.
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Pantages hosts blood drive and vaccine
clinic, offers a chance to see ‘Hamilton’

In preparation for the return of
performances of the musical
“Hamilton” on Feb. 9, the
Hollywood Pantages Theatre will
host a special week of events dedicated to promoting community
health and safety.
The theater will host a blood
drive in partnership with the
American Red Cross, and a vaccination and booster clinic in partnership with 986 Pharmacy. The
events will take place in the grand
lobby of the Hollywood Pantages
Theatre. Additionally, the theater
will accept donations to help support Hollywood Food Coalition
all week.
On Jan. 27, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., the American Red Cross will
hold an appointment-only blood
drive. All who donate blood will
be given a redeemable voucher for
two tickets to see "Hamilton” on
Feb. 9 or Feb 10. Tickets will be
provided based on availability and
may be located anywhere in the
theater.
On Jan. 28, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., vaccinations and boosters
against COVID-19 will be given
to eligible recipients. Participants
ages 5-11 may receive their first
or second dose of the Pfizer vaccine, and those ages 12 and older
may receive a first, second or
booster dose of either Pfizer or
Moderna vaccines. First doses and
boosters of the Johnson and
Johnson vaccine will also be
available for those 12 and older.
Individuals under the age of 18
must have consent from a parent
or guardian to receive a vaccination or booster shot. Vaccines and
boosters are free and available to
everyone regardless of insurance,
immigration status and residency.
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Participants in the blood drive will
be given two tickets to watch
“Hamilton” at the Pantages on
either Feb. 9 or Feb. 10.

All who attend the vaccine clinic will receive a chance to win a
pair of VIP tickets to see
“Hamilton” at the Hollywood
Pantages Theatre on Feb. 9 or
Feb. 10.
In partnership with the
Hollywood Food Coalition, the
Pantages will hold a food drive on
Jan. 28, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., to
provide needed supplies for the
coalition’s nightly Hollywood
Community Dinner for anyone in
need of a hot, nutritious meal. The
public is specifically asked to
donate elbow macaroni pasta,
penne pasta, olive oil and canned
tomato products. Items can be
dropped off at a donation box outside of the theater’s box office. All
who donate food will receive a
chance to win a pair of VIP tickets
to see “Hamilton” on Feb. 9 or
Feb. 10.
The Hollywood Pantages
Theatre is located at 6233
Hollywood Blvd. For information, visit broadwayinhollywood
.com/communityweek.

17 January 27, 2022

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Has isolation morphed me, or is the
new ‘Hotel Transylvania’ film OK?
Almost two years ago, we all
received the official request to stay
at home. Film and television production went into disarray, and
crumbs of quality like “Tiger King”
elevated too far beyond flavor of
the week.
Thanks to the variant’s tedious
sequel, tests have run dry while
positive test results are frequently
missed. That ain’t the only sequel
infecting my mind as that cursed
virus works its way out of my system (two years, I almost made it
two years).
With my newfound isolation,
even more so than before, there’s
been a lot of desperate ploys to
entertain younglings. Cue the latest
Amazon Prime entry, “Hotel
Transylvania: Transformania.” It’s
got everything: monsters without

On Screen
WITH

TIM POSADA
scary imagery and a host of familiar
voices peppering the airwaves.
After viewing this film every day
since its premiere for near two
weeks, I can’t say it’s bad. Clearly,
I don’t mind watching it over and
over and over and over, the kiddos
too. I’m completely aware most
critics trashed it to the same tune as
the previous three installments.
But the whole crew of vamps, a
werewolf, mummy, various reani-
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“Hotel Transylvania: Transformania” is a fun new film worthy of viewing
over and over again.

mated corpses, blob and a couple
muggles sure know how to mesmerize my kids, make them jump
for glee, laugh at silly gags. Maybe
it’s my kids, maybe it’s the virus,
but some things top good art.
Since the pandemic began, I
can’t help but view most if not all
media through that wretched lens.
Old episodes of beloved shows ring
false since characters encounter the
world at large within 6 feet of each
sans masks. “Transformania”
includes no masks, but I read the
present into this children’s film.

The pair even experience
a dose of reality when
they take a flight ...
It’s like the filmmakers
are warning everyone:
don’t get on a plane or
something monstrous
might be seated in 13C.
Dracula (Brian Hull) is on the
verge of passing ownership of his
monster hotel to daughter Mavis
(Selena Gomez) and her human
husband Jonathan (Andy Samberg).
Alas, he gets cold feet and lies to
Jon, saying only monsters can run
the shop. This prompts Jon to find a
magical fix: he becomes a monster
with the help of former monster
hunter Van Helsing (Jim Gaffigan).
Then comes a host of shenanigans that render Dracula and his
pals human, hence the film title.
The father and son-in-law now
need to find a magical item to
change back before Jon’s transformation invites some unsavory
changes in behavior.
How can I not see the pandemic

Academy series focuses on Latinx artists and filmmakers
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“Hotel Transylvania: Transformania” has many memorable characters
that make the film enjoyable.

in that story. With a zap of green
light or a drink from the wrong cup,
folks’ lives are turned upside down.
To avoid causing a ruckus, the band
of monsters attempts to hide from
Mavis and Drac’s boo Ericka
(Kathryn Hahn), which reads like
their own form of social distancing
while Drac and Jon head off into
isolation from the entire world …
been there.
The pair even experience a dose
of reality when they take a flight
after their human-monster inverse
infection. It’s like the filmmakers
are warning everyone: don’t get on
a plane or something monstrous
might be seated in 13C.
For a film review, I tend to see
something once, so enduring the
same 87-minute experience every
day or every other day isn’t
research, but the sign of parenting
gone awry, a necessary evil when
visiting a park or taking a trip to
vaxxed grandparents is no longer
an option.

I know more about this movie
than anyone should. What makes it
worse is, I’ve accepted that this film
as my fate. I truly have no complaints (at least regarding this film
and not other realities beyond that
screen). It’s fun. Samberg and
Gomez are delightful people. And
voice actor Hull does his best
impression of Adam Sandler’s
Dracula.
But I’m disturbed by what this
newfound enjoyment of something
so fleeting means. Do my opinions
still have merit? I’m not sure.
Maybe it’s the isolation or that virus
getting the best of me.
In the meantime, I’m sure this
one will be done playing in my
house by the time you read this.
Hopefully, the postal service will
drop off my four free tests soon so I
can test negative and discover sunshine again, and the leave pixelated
vamps in “Hotel Transylvania:
Transformania” back in the shadows.

Lunar New Year 2022!

n Producer Barili

interviews Academy
members John
Leguizamo, Eva
Longoria and Edward
James Olmos in the
series

The Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences has launched
“Seen,” a new interview series that
follows Argentinean-American
journalist, director, writer and producer Nick Barili as he conducts
one-on-one conversations with
influential artists and filmmakers
with Latin-American and Spanish
roots. In the first season, Academy
members John Leguizamo, Eva
Longoria and Edward James
Olmos share their personal journeys, exploring how their crafts and
culture play a role in breaking
down barriers in filmmaking.
The series kicks off in
Leguizamo’s New York home,
where the actor, writer, director and
producer talks about his journey
from troublemaker to trailblazer.
He discusses maneuvering through
the industry over his decades-long
career, how he’s confronted stereotypical casting and the underrepresentation of Latinx communities in
front of and behind the camera. The
conversation covers tokenism, colorism and what’s left for him to
accomplish.
In the series’ upcoming installments, Barili joins Olmos on the
Jan. 31 episode for a visit with students in the Youth Cinema Project
program at Los Angeles County’s
Bell Gardens Intermediate School
and meets with Longoria on the

Celebrate the Year of the Tiger!
Get all your party supplies here!

SUPERBOWL
FEB 13!!!
Stock up on party goods now!
photo by Andy Kitchen

A new interview series by Nick Barili examines what it’s like to be Latinx
in Hollywood.

Feb. 7 episode for a tour of
California
State
University,
Northridge, from which she
received a master’s degree in
Chicano Studies in 2013.
A first-generation immigrant and
advocate for more Latinx representation, Barili co-founded the Latinx
in Media & Arts Coalition, which
focuses on promoting Latinx creatives, increasing access to traditional and new media platforms,
providing resources and opportunities to youth and cultivating the
next generation of Latinx entertainment and creative professionals.

Barili is also the founder of Hard
Knock TV, YouTube’s first hip-hop
channel, which has garnered more
than 100 million views and
285,000 subscribers. Over the
course of his career, Barili has
interviewed over 300 artists, hosted
a show on Apple Music’s Beats 1
and spoken on and moderated
industry panels for YouTube,
SXSW, Google, Hispanicize, Full
Color Future and the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus.
All episodes of “Seen” can be
viewed on the Academy’s YouTube
channel at youtube.com/oscars.

™ Valentine’s Day! ™

Balloons, banners, party favors, paper goods,
wrapping, bows, and sweets for your sweet!
10% off all merchandise
in the storewith this coupon!

discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox) • (323)467-7124
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District celebrates Black History Month
The Los Angeles Unified School
Board unanimously approved a resolution on Jan. 25 recognizing
February as National Black History
Month, and celebrating the central
role of Black Americans throughout
U.S. history. Board Member
George McKenna authored the resolution, which was co-sponsored
by all other members of the board.
“Black doctors, scientists, scholars, researchers and other medical
professionals have improved the
health of millions regardless of
race,” McKenna said, referencing
this year’s health and wellness
theme during National Black
History Month. “Thank you Dr.
Charles Drew, who pioneered the
blood preservation methods that
have allowed blood donations,

banks and transfers, and to so many
others who have made major contributions.”
“Los Angeles Unified serves students from many diverse backgrounds, and it’s critical that the
lessons in our classrooms reflect
the diversity of Los Angeles and
the rest of the country,” LAUSD
interim superintendent Megan K.
Reilly said. “Thanks to Dr.
McKenna’s
resolution,
Los
Angeles Unified will have a framework in which to further enrich our
programs to celebrate and recognize Black Americans’ contributions and history during Black
History Month.”
The resolution directs the superintendent to work with educators,
librarians, school staff and commu-

nity members to recognize and celebrate Black History Month with
culturally relevant and appropriate
curriculum, programs, ceremonies
and activities. The goal is to generate an in-depth discussion of the
complex factual history of the
United States and the legacy of
Black Americans.
“We look forward to celebrating
February as Black History Month,
and as we highlight the important,
rich and complex history of Black
Americans, we also recognize that
there is still work to do year-round
to ensure that our Black students
have the support they need to succeed in school and beyond,”
Board Vice President Nick
Melvoin said.
For information, visit lausd.net.

Program launches to help students succeed

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
on Jan. 24 launched the Student 2
Student Success program to compensate and provide training for
young residents who tutor their siblings or school-aged relatives living
in their households.
“The pandemic has been especially hard on young Angelenos, who
faced so many disruptions to their
lives and schooling,” Garcetti said.
“With Student 2 Student Success,
we’re making sure younger students
get the extra support they need, and
providing our tutors with a chance to
explore a future career in education
or child care.”
Student 2 Student Success prioritizes students who have struggled
academically as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Their older
family members and tutors contribute up to 120 paid hours of time,
including 100 hours of tutoring and
20 hours of job skills training.
Eligible applicants are encouraged
to join a virtual information session
on Jan. 26 or Jan. 27, from 5-7 p.m.,
to learn more about how to apply.
Participants will be selected on a
first come first serve basis.
Youth tutors must be low-income
high school students under 25 who
live in the city of Los Angeles and

“With Student 2
Student Success,
we’re making sure
younger students
get the extra
support they need,
and providing our
tutors with a
chance to explore
a future career in
education or child
care.”
-Mayor Eric Garcetti

have valid U.S. work authorization.
The tutors are enrolled in LAUSD
Title I schools, including traditional
high schools or alternative high
schools, continuation schools and
opportunity schools for older students. The younger students receiving tutoring assistance are children
who have received low grades,
have inconsistent attendance or
have missed school assignments
during the 2020-21 school year.
“The Student 2 Student program

LAUSD board considers ideas
for adressing climate change
The Los Angeles Unified
School District Board of
Education introduced the Climate
Literacy resolution during its Jan.
25 board meeting. The resolution
aims to enact a comprehensive
Climate Education Program for
LAUSD schools to help resolve
the escalating climate crisis.
Board
members
Scott
Schmerelson, George McKenna
and Jackie Goldberg co-sponsored the resolution, which is
scheduled for a vote at the Feb. 8
board meeting. The resolution
originated from the Climate
Curricula Committee, which is
affiliated with the Los Angeles
chapter of former Vice President
Al Gore’s Climate Reality
Project.
“The introduction of the resolution is an excellent first step,”
Committee chair Lucy Garcia
said. “Passing the resolution at the
board meeting on Feb. 8 will
allow Los Angeles to join the
growing ranks that have already

passed important measures to
adopt critical climate education in
schools, like Berkeley, Oakland,
Santa Clara County and New
Jersey have done.”
The ultimate goal of the resolution is to establish funding for
staffing and training that will
allow teachers and students to
develop a better understanding
about the climate crisis and the
skills required to address the
issue. The district also wants students to be better prepared to enter
industries addressing the climate
crisis. The program improves education in schools by integrating
climate learning and climate justice into all subject matter from
preschool to 12th grade.
Formed in April 2021 by
Garcia, a retired LAUSD science
teacher, the Climate Curricula
Committee includes students,
community members, climate
communication specialists, teachers and educators. For information, visit laclimatereality.org.

offers an opportunity to cultivate
L.A.’s future teachers,” said Los
Angeles Economic and Workforce
Development Department General
Manager Carolyn Hull. “The pandemic robbed in-person learning
for many of L.A.’s most vulnerable
students and there is no replacement for that lost time. Allowing
older students to tutor younger students is a step toward alleviating
that learning loss while giving them
a sneak peek at life as an educator
Garcetti has made youth development a priority. Last summer, he
launched Earn, Learn, Play, an
online platform that connects young
Angelenos with hundreds of city
and county recreational, educational
and paid internship programs.
Another program, Angeleno Corps,
provides 400 young residents from
areas highly impacted by COVID19 with opportunities to earn a paycheck, gain work experience and
serve in areas critical to recovery.
To attend one of the virtual information sessions on the Student 2
Student Success program, visit
us02web.zoom.us/j/87374635514#
success.
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Docents lead tours of the Schindler House in West Hollywood, and
help with MAK Center special events and exhibitions.

MAK Center seeks volunteers
for docent program
The MAK Center for Art and
Architecture is seeking volunteers
to join its docent program, helping
visitors enjoy the innovative
architecture and arts programming at the Schindler House in
West Hollywood, as well as special events at the Mackey
Apartments in the Miracle Mile
and Fitzpatrick-Leland House in
the Hollywood Hills.
The MAK Center’s docents
volunteer on weekends and work
one shift per month, typically providing tours of the Schindler
House and MAK Center exhibitions. They are sometimes asked
for additional assistance on weekday tours and special events.
The docent program allows people interested in architecture and
preservation to contribute to the
public stewardship of a historic
landmark and gain experience at a

nonprofit center for art and architecture dedicated to interdisciplinary programming and outreach.
Students majoring in art, architecture and art history may especially
benefit from volunteering as
docents, but anyone interested is
welcome. Docents must commit to
attending two docent workshops
and volunteering for three docentled tours per year.
Docents receive a one-year
membership to the MAK Center
for Art and Architecture, discounts
in the MAK Center Bookstore and
access to special events and
opportunities to tour rarely seen
architectural sites in Los Angeles.
The MAK Center is accepting
applications for the program
through Feb. 28, and training will
begin in March. For information,
email office@makcenter.org, or
visit makcenter.org.
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Prolific film editors honored for contributions

American Cinema Editors
announced on Jan. 25 that film editors Lillian E. Benson and Richard
Chew will receive career achievement awards for their outstanding
contributions to film editing at the
72nd annual ACE Eddie Awards on
March 5 at the ACE Hotel in downtown Los Angeles.
“Lillian and Richard are rock star
editors and represent the very best
of our craft and profession,” ACE
president Kevin Tent said. “Not
only have they had incredibly prolific careers, but they’ve given back
to our community in many ways,
not the least of which by mentoring
the next generation of editors. We
are thrilled to honor these two special editors and look back at their
amazing careers.”
As the first woman of color invit-

ed to join American Cinema Editors
more than 30 years ago, Benson has
been an integral part of the organization and its growth. She has
served on its board of directors for
over two decades and has been
instrumental in helping ACE
expand and diversify its reach.
An Emmy Award nominee for the
PBS documentary series “Eyes on
the Prize,” which chronicled the civil
rights movement from 1952-1985,
Benson has worked on “Chicago
Med” for the past six seasons. Her
career has included projects such as
“Beyond the Steps: Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater,” “Motown
40: The Music is Forever,” “A
Century of Living,” “Conscience and
the Constitution,” “Smothered: The
Censorship Struggles of the Smothers
Brothers Comedy Hour,” “Craft in

Center Theatre Group presents
compelling new play
Center Theatre Group has
announced casting for the West
Coast premiere of playwright
Jeremy O. Harris’ new work “Slave
Play” running from Feb. 9-March
13 at the Mark Taper Forum.
Two-time NAACP and Obie
Award winner Robert O’Hara
returns to direct “Slave Play,”
which earned a record 12 Tony
nominations – the most for any play
in the history of the awards. O’Hara
received Center Theatre Group’s
inaugural Sherwood Award. The
original creative team from the
Broadway engagement will bring
the new work to Los Angeles direct
from Broadway.
The cast of “Slave Play” features
Broadway company members
Antoinette Crowe-Legacy, Jonathan
Higginbotham, Devin Kawaoka,
Chalia La Tour, Irene Sofia Lucio,
Paul Alexander Nolan, Jakeem
Dante Powell and Elizabeth
Stahlmann. The understudies are
Jordan Lis Cooper, Rashaad Hall,
Kineta Kunutu, James Patrick
Nelson and Galen J. Williams, who
was also involved in the Broadway
production.
“Slave Play” takes place at the
MacGregor Plantation, where nothing is as it seems, yet everything is
as it seems. Three interracial couples converge at the intersection of
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Antoinette Crowe-Legacy will reprise
the role of Kaneisha in the West
Coast premiere of “Slave Play.”

race, love, sex and sexuality.
“Slave Play” received the Rosa
Parks Playwriting Award, the
Lorraine Hansberry Playwriting
Award, the Lotos Foundation Prize
in the Arts and Sciences and the
2018 Paula Vogel Award. The play
was nominated for the Outer Critics
Circle’s John Gassner Playwriting
Award and the Lucille Lortel Award
for Outstanding Play.
Tickets for “Slave Play” are $30
and are available at the Center
Theatre Group/Ahmanson Theatre
box office, 135 N. Grand Ave. buy
calling (213)972-4400, and visiting
centertheatregroup.org.

Laferte concert postponed until June

The LA Phil has announced that
singer and songwriter Mon
Laferte has postponed her upcoming concert on Feb. 26 at the Walt
Disney Concert Hall to June 8.
Laferte is one of the most
revered, respected and beloved
musicians in Chile. Her music
brings together the musical traditions of her native country and
those of Mexico, where she lives,
with globally-minded pop. Her
lyrics address issues facing
women, people of color and the
impoverished in Latin America.
Defiantly outspoken, she’s also
the winner of four Latin
Grammys, including most recently Best Singer Songwriter Album,
for her 2021 recording “Seis.”
Written in the mountains of
Tepoztlán, Mexico, and inspired
by Mexican singer Chavela
Vargas – whose songs freely celebrated love between women – and
by 2019 protests against human
rights abuses in Chile, the album

America” and “All Our Sons: Fallen
Heroes of 9/11.” In 2016, she edited
“Maya Angelou: And Still I Rise”
about the American poet’s resiliency
and impact on America. Benson said
her favorite work was on “John
Lewis: Get in the Way.”
“This documentary is the thing I
love the most of anything I’ve ever
done. I feel I was born to cut it,”
Benson said. “It was released a cou-

ple of years before he died and was
the first documentary done about
his life. I love Lewis because he
was a warrior his entire life. He
never wavered. He did what he
could. He forgave people, people I
couldn’t forgive. He always had the
bigger picture in mind.”
Chew’s body of work includes
“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest,” “The Conversation” and
“Star Wars,” for which he won the
Oscar for Best Film Editing with coeditors Marcia Lucas and Paul

Hirsch. From comic classics like
“Risky Business” to arthouse gems
like Allison Anders’ “Mi Vida Loca”
and auteur epics such as Terence
Malick’s “The New World,” Chew’s
filmography centers on independent
choices, collaborating with filmmakers he admires and focusing on
projects that move him.
Founded in 1950, American
Cinema Editors is an honorary society of motion picture editors. For
information, visit americancinemaeditors.org.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a
Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

Citywide, West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

General plan amendment to update the Housing Element
of the West Hollywood General Plan, to plan for the 20212029 6th Housing Element Cycle, including certification of
the Environmental Impact Report.

PERMIT(S):

General Plan Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Monday, February 7, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.
This meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed instructions for participation included on the posted
agenda).

ZONES:

Citywide, All Zones

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
An Environmental Impact Report has been prepared and
circulated in accordance with CEQA requirements. The
Housing Element Update was found to have significant impacts on the environment related to air quality, historical resources, and construction noise that are unavoidable.
Adoption of a Statement of Overriding Considerations is required to approve the Housing Element update.
Notice is further given that information regarding the proposed Housing Element
update and environmental determination may be found on the City’s website
www.weho.org/housingelement
City Hall is accessible by appointment only. The staff report will be available
on Wednesday, February 2, 2022 on-line at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice,
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood City Council,
via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the Public
Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for
the hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office
of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
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Chilean singer-songwriter Mon
Laferte will perform on June 8 at
the Walt Disney Concert Hall.

was also nominated for a 2022
Grammy Award. Her most recent
album, “1940 Carmen,” was
released in October and is based
on time spent in Los Angeles in
early 2021.
Tickets for the original date
will be valid for the new June 8
concert. The Walt Disney Concert
Hall is located at 111 S. Grand
Ave. For information, call
(323)850-2000,
or
visit
laphil.org.

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing
to express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Rachel Dimond, Senior Planner in the
Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email
at: rdimond@weho.org
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-8486826.
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Museum offers dynamic film programs
The Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures will continue its
film screenings and public programs in February and March with
retrospectives of Studio Ghibli cofounder Isao Takahata, presented in
conjunction with the museum’s
Hayao Miyazaki exhibition from
Feb. 3-16.
The museum is also spotlighting
Italian directors Pier Paolo Pasolini
from Feb. 17-March 12, and Cecilia
Mangini from March 5-20. The
showcase of Pasolini’s films
launches the Academy Museum’s
partnership with Cinecittà in support of an annual programming
series of Italian Cinema.
The museum will also host
writer-director Guillermo del Toro
for a special screening of his film
“Pan’s Labyrinth” (2006) on Feb. 9,
with an extended conversation
about the movie. On Feb. 14, the
Academy Museum will hold the

world premiere of a new print of
“Scarecrow in a Garden of
Cucumbers,” Robert J. Kaplan’s
film starring iconic transgender
actress Holly Woodlawn. Marking
the 50th anniversary of the release
of “The Godfather,” the museum
will show the entire trilogy from
March 21-24, including a special
Academy Museum member screening of “The Godfather” (1972) with
director Francis Ford Coppola on
March 21.
The recurring series “Available
Space,” showcasing experimental
and independent film and media,
will highlight the work of Johann
Lurf and restorations by the
Academy Film Archive of the films
of Stan Brakhage. The museum’s
“Weekend With…” series will feature screenings of films by Moufida
Tlatli and Jill Sprecher. Other series
will continue, including screenings
highlighting films featured in the

museum’s core exhibition “Stories
of Cinema,” films curated by members of Academy branches, movies
honored at the Oscars and Saturday
Family Matinees. Throughout
Black History Month in February,
the museum’s ongoing series will
spotlight the work of Black film
artists such as Ava DuVernay, Barry
Jenkins and the late Sidney Poitier,
in “Lilies of the Field.”
Additional education and family
programs will be ongoing at the
Academy Museum in February and
March. Programs will take place
throughout the museum in exhibition galleries, theaters and the
Shirley Temple Education Studio,
and will include family studio
activities, matinee screenings and
gallery tours.
The Academy Museum is located
at 6067 Wilshire Blvd. For a full
schedule of events, visit academymuseum.org.
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The Academy Museum is planning numerous upcoming film programs
and screening series spotlighting the work of Studio Ghibli co-founder Isao
Takahata, and Italian directors Pier Paolo Pasolini and Cecilia Mangini.

The Autry marks milestone in fundraising

The Autry Museum of the
American West has announced the
successful conclusion of the
Challenge, Discover, Celebrate
campaign, a six-year, $80-million
comprehensive fundraising initiative.
The Autry will use the funds to
open a new Resources Center in
Burbank and further elevate the visitor experience at its Griffith Park
campus. The campaign also
allowed the Autry to endure challenges during the past two years.
“The Challenge, Discover,
Celebrate campaign supported the
Autry at an especially precarious
moment in our history, enabling the
museum to fulfill its important mission during this time of global uncertainty,” said Stephen Aron, president
and CEO of the Autry. “We also
want the Autry to matter more to
more people, and this funding has
put us on the path to do just that.”
The Autry’s new Resources
Center, a 100,000 square foot stateof-the art research and collections
care facility, will be home to the
combined collections of the Autry
and the historic Southwest Museum

of the American Indian. It will
include more than 600,000 objects,
artworks and cultural materials. An
essential part of the Autry, the
Resources Center will make art,
artifacts and archival materials
available for exhibitions presented
by the Autry and cultural partners at
multiple locations, vastly increasing public access to the collections,
Aron said.
For Native American communities, access to items in the collections
will support repatriation and the documentation of histories, languages,
traditions and cultural practices.
Having the Autry collections under
one roof also creates opportunities
for research, exhibition development, publications and cultural
inquiries by native community members, curators, scholars, graduate students and journalists, Aron added.
“The importance of the work of
the Resources Center cannot be
overstated,”
said
David
Cartwright, chair of the center’s
board of directors and an Autry
trustee. “Beyond serving as a site
of scholarship and collections
care, this facility will help the

Happy Lunar New Year

Members of the Korean Music and Dance Company were shown in
this photograph in the Jan. 25, 1979, issue of the Park Labrea News in
a performance at Fairfax High School in observance of the Lunar New
Year. The group also performed in celebration of art projects created
by students at the school. This year, the Lunar New Year will be
observed on Tuesday, Feb. 1, signaling the beginning of the Year of
the Tiger. Through Feb. 6, visitors to The Grove can celebrate the festive holiday with special offers and discounts from retailers and
restaurants. For information, visit thegrovela.com.

Autry honor and enhance its ongoing commitments to native communities across California and the
West, including the repatriation of
native cultural materials from the
collection. As with many museums
the Autry has much work yet to do
in this area, and we see the opening of the Resources Center as a
crucial step in this effort.”
The campaign was launched in
2016 under the leadership of thenPresident and CEO Rick West, who
guided the initiative until his retirement in June 2021. West, a civil
rights lawyer who previously
founded
the
Smithsonian’s
National Museum of the American
Indian, remains involved with the
institution as the Autry’s president
and CEO emeritus, and ambassador
[for] native communities.
“When my team and I began the
journey of the ‘Challenge,
Discover, Celebrate’ campaign, it
was with the intent of expanding
and positioning the museum as a
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The Autry Museum of the American West’s fundraising campaign will be
used for a new Collections Center and improvements at the museum in
Griffith Park.

lively public forum, increasingly
needed in today’s polarized civil
society,” West said. “Opening the
Resources Center as a site of
research, collections care and repatriation helps welcome, more centrally, our native communities to
this circle. As ambassador, native
communities, I am honored to
extend this welcome to native peoples across Los Angeles and
beyond.”

The conclusion of the campaign
marks an important milestone in the
institution’s history, providing a
solid platform upon which the
Autry will further extend its mission to tell the diverse stories of the
American West in the future.
The Autry Museum of the
American West is located at 4700
Western Heritage Way in Griffith
Park. For information, visit
theautry.org.

Series explores the intricacies of Japanese film

Japan House Los Angeles, a
Japanese cultural destination at
6801 Hollywood Blvd., is holding
“MA in Japanese Film: In
Conversation with Film Director
Ryūsuke Hamaguchi” on Tuesday,
Feb. 1, from 5-6:15 p.m. It is the
final webinar in the Rethinking of
MA Webinar series.
Award-winning
filmmaker
Hamaguchi, whose film “Drive
My Car” is under consideration in
the Best International Feature Film
category for the Academy Awards
– joins series hosts Hitoshi Abe, of
UCLA, and Ken Tadashi Oshima,
of the University of Washington,
in a conversation exploring the
role of MA in Japanese films. The
concept of MA, which roughly
translates to “negative space,”
evokes a deeper sense of a gap or
pause that gives new shape and
meaning to the whole. This seeming paradox is a core philosophy in
Japanese culture, where absence
can be as important as presence.
Through the four-part Rethinking
of MA series, Japan House
explores the diverse ways MA is
applied in art, architecture and
food. In the upcoming webinar,
Hamaguchi shares how MA is
applied in his filmmaking.
“We’re honored to close out this
four-part webinar series on the sub-
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Director Ryūsuke Hamaguchi’s “Drive My Car” will be explored in a webinar being held by Japan House Los Angeles.

ject of MA in film with a renowned
director,” said Yuko Kaifu, president of Japan House Los Angeles.
Rethinking of MA has been captivating, with a host of guest speakers
respected for their work in Japanese
architecture, contemporary art, cuisine and now film.”
“MA in Japanese Film” takes
place in partnership with UCLA's
Terasaki Center and xLab, and the

University
of
Washington's
Japanese Studies program, in addition to promotional partners Asia
Society of Southern California and
Japan America Society of Southern
California. The first three
Rethinking of MA webinars are
currently available for online viewing.
For information, visit japanhousela.com.
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Vigil draws hundreds to La Brea Avenue

From page 1

Smith, 31, with one count of murder, with the special allegation that
he used a knife. Smith remains in
custody on $2 million bail and
arraignment was continued to Feb.
17, District Attorney’s Office
spokesman Greg Risling said.
The vigil was organized by
Hancock Park residents Yael
Kopple and Sheila Meyer, who said
they did not know Kupfer but were
deeply saddened by her death.
Kopple said it was important for the
community to come together to
show support.
“We didn’t want to just go on and
be silent,” Kopple said. “We wanted to be here so people can remember Brianna. What happened is
absolutely not OK. It is horrifying,
it’s terrible. It’s just so scary
because it could have been any of
us.”
Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer also attended the vigil and
called the murder a tragedy.
“It was exceptionally important

to be here and stand with the family.
I have children who are only a little
bit older than Brianna was, so the
devastation of that family is
unimaginable,” Feuer said. “This is
an important step for helping the
family begin to heal, because
they’re being embraced by hundreds of people, and it was really
important for me to be part of that.”
Los Angeles Police Department
officials have released little information about Smith, who was
arrested at approximately 11:50
a.m. on Jan. 19, near the corner of
Fair Oaks Avenue and Colorado
Boulevard and in Pasadena. A bartender who works at a restaurant
across the street from the location
where Smith was arrested recognized him and called 911, according to media reports. A $250,000
reward was announced the day
before Smith was arrested.
Authorities have not said whether
the reward will be given to anyone.
Smith has an extensive arrest

record. He was most recently
arrested in the city of Covina on
Oct. 27, 2020, on an unspecified
misdemeanor charge, according to
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department booking records. No
charges were filed in that case.
Smith also has a criminal record
in Charleston County, South
Carolina, including three arrests
from 2016-19 for trespassing and
resisting arrest. On Nov. 14, 2019,
Smith was arrested in Charleston,
South Carolina, for allegedly firing
a weapon inside an occupied vehicle, according to Charleston County
Court records. He was released on
$50,000 bail on the weapons charge
and the case is pending. Court
records show he had an address in
Charleston as of July 2021.
Lt. John Radtke, with the Los
Angeles Police Department’s West
Bureau Homicide Unit, described
Smith as a person who “drifted”
extensively throughout California.
Radtke said Smith grew up in South

Students learn about life on the space station
From page 1

how human beings can stay healthy
in space. We’re developing new
technologies that help us control
our life support systems, like
reclaiming and purifying water, and
that could actually be used as technology on Earth for communities
who don’t have access to clean
water. So everything we’re doing to
live in space can also help human
beings live better on Earth.”
One student asked about the
astronauts’ favorite experiment on
the space station.
“My favorite experiment on the
International Space Station was the
one that I got to eat,” Vande Hei
said. “It was us growing hatch chili
peppers in our plant habitat, and
they grew over a long period of
time and some of them [were preserved] to go back to [Earth], but
many got to stay with us, and we ate
them. They were good.”
Another student asked if it was
possible for people to live in space
permanently.
“We are working toward that
goal every day here on the
International Space Station,”
Barron said. “There have been
human beings living and working
aboard the International Space
Station for more than 20 years now.
And we’re preparing to go back to
the moon to stay as part of the
Artemis program. We’ll need things
like permanent habitats, ways to
develop power and harness
resources from our environment,
and we’ll also be preparing to push
even further on a trip to Mars,
which will be a three-year round
trip. I don’t know when NASA will
be sending human beings, other
planetary bodies, to live there permanently, but we’re certainly
preparing for longer and longer
duration missions.”
Vande Hei said the space station
can still detect the weather on

“My favorite thing
to do on the space
station right now is
to turn off all the
lights when it’s
dark outside.”
-NASA Astronaut
Mark Vande Hei

Earth, because the Northern
Hemisphere is where most of the
planet’s land mass lies.
“We see a lot more snow as it
gathers up on that land,” he said.
“We can see it, and it’s fun to watch
things as they say get greener and
greener as the summer comes
around.”
When asked how a mission is
determined to be successful, Barron
said a good mission requires teamwork.
“During our six-month mission
up here, and Mark’s year-long mission, we’re doing hundreds and
hundreds of science experiments
and also working every single day
to keep the space station systems
healthy, so that human beings can
continue to live and work here,” she
added. “For us, I think we always
want to leave the space station better
than we found it – in better working
order hopefully – and also accomplish some amazing science objectives. We’ve been doing that a lot
lately because we just had a cargo
vehicle up here that brought us a lot
of really cool experiments.”
But how do astronauts stay
engaged?
“My favorite thing to do on the
space station right now is to turn off
all the lights when it’s dark outside,”
Vande Hei said. “Even closing the

screens on laptops to make sure we
don’t get any extra light, and to look
out at the stars and see auroras and
the city lights, especially when
there’s a full moon out, it lights up
the terrain as well. The Earth is
magnificent.”
The cupola, a small, domeshaped module has seven windows
– six around the sides and one on
top – provides the ultimate scenic
view.
“It’s looking towards the Earth,
and so when I look to the left or the
right, I see the horizon of the Earth
and if it’s daylight out, the background looks inky black from the
darkness of space, but the constantly
changing terrain on the Earth –
whether it be ocean or land deserts
or beautiful glaciers – it’s constantly
varied and always interesting.”
One student asked what she could
do as a fourth grader to prepare for
a career in space.
“The most important thing you
can do is find things that you’re passionate about and keep working at
them,” Barron said. “Astronauts can
take so many different paths to
becoming astronauts. The only
thing you really have to do is have a
degree in a STEM field. So, keep
studying hard in science and math
classes. But, I think, for all of us, we
found opportunities that would
challenge us, but also that we
enjoyed. For me, I was always seeking out the best team of people to
work with, because I knew I was
going to push myself to the edge of
my abilities and I was going to
make mistakes and, in order to
grow, I wanted to be around people
who would give me honest feedback, who would support me and
who would teach me how to be better at my job and at school. I think
the most important thing you can do
is follow your passions and continue
to push yourself every single day.”

Mayor expands opportunities for English learners

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
signed Executive Directive 32 last
month, establishing an opportunity
to improve access to city information and services for English language learners in Los Angeles.
“Los Angeles is a place of

belonging where everyone can, and
should, feel comfortable engaging
in our civic process,” Garcetti said.
“This new directive will help to
ensure that all Angelenos have
equal access to what our city has to
offer. For example, providing non-

English speaking immigrant business owners and parents with the
ability to apply for grants from the
city and enroll their children in one
of our many youth programs.”
Los Angeles is home to 538,800
immigrant residents designated as
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Hundreds of people attended the vigil, which was organized by Hancock
Park residents Yael Kopple and Sheila Meyer.

Carolina and still has family in that
state.
“It’s uncertain to us how long he
had been in Los Angeles,” Radtke
said. “We did not find any arrests in
the city of Los Angeles pertaining
to him. He frequently rode trains
and buses to different locations

throughout the Los Angeles area.
Our [detectives] are still working
on it.”
Anyone with information about
the murder is urged to call the Los
Angeles Police Department’s West
Bureau Homicide Unit at (213)3829470.

Massry Prize awarded during
ceremony in Beverly Hills

From page 1

DNA and awards were given to
Pääbo, Reich and Carmel for their
discoveries that have shed new
light on the origins of humans and
how they cope with disease. Their
research is on hominins, a direct
cousin of modern-day humans,
and what they might tell about
human biology.
Dr. Clive Svendsen, director of
the Regenerative Medicine
Institute at Cedars-Sinai and
member of the prize committee,
shed light on why the team’s
research was selected.
“They were able to actually
reconstruct DNA from the fractured bones of [Neanderthals]
that have been sitting for 40,000
years,” Svendsen said. “They
managed to take that ancient
DNA, relate it to the DNA of current people and by doing that,
they’ve figured out a lot more
about these ancient humans than
we ever knew before.”
One standout finding by the
group was made by Pääbo, a
German professor at the Max
Institute
for
Evolutionary
Genetics in Leipzig, Germany,
who discovered a possible connection between the Neanderthal
gene and modern disease.
“When he started looking at the
DNA of COVID-19 patients, he
discovered that some segments
that were different between
patients that were severely infected, were the same segments that
he found in the early humans,”
Svendsen explained. “Those
sequences were making people
more susceptible, or, in a smaller
amount of cases, less susceptible,
to severe COVID infection.”
The hope for these findings is
English language learners, who
represent more than 37% of the
immigrant Angeleno population.
The
executive
directive,
Strengthening Language Access in
the city of Los Angeles, will require
every city department to implement
a plan to handle language access
matters, including constituents’
requests for services in different

that it will lead to new ideas about
how to better and more specifically treat infections in patients, in
correspondence with their particular DNA.
The prize is notable for its association as being a stepping stone
to the Nobel Prize. To date, 20
Massry Prize winners have gone
on to win a Nobel Prize, including 2012 Nobel Prize winner in
physiology and medicine Shinya
Yamanaka, 2004 Nobel Prize
winner in chemistry Avram
Hershko and 2013 Nobel Prize
winner in physiology and medicine Randy Schekman. This has
led to Svendsen dubbing the
award the “Nobel Prize of L.A.”
Prize winner Reich, who currently serves as a professor at the
departments of genetics and
human evolutionary biology at
Harvard University, noted that he
hopes the award leads to more of
a spotlight on this field of
research.
“The field, of course, has many
more people than just, the three
people who received the award”
Reich said. “And I think that it’s a
recognition in many ways of the
field and not just of our contribution.”
Beyond the prestige, the winners were granted $300,000 and
an all-expense-paid, three-day
trip to Los Angeles to present
their findings to faculty and students at USC and UCLA before
being lauded at Beverly Hills City
Hall during the awards ceremony,
and lunch at the Four Seasons.
Note: Recipient Liran Carmel
was out of the country and could
not be interviewed by press time.
languages, and how information
will be disseminated to reach nonEnglish speaking communities.
Through the directive, all departments must designate a liaison who
will participate in a Citywide
Language Access Working Group
led by a language access coordinator, which also becomes a permanent, full-time position.
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Carthay neighborhoods recognized

From page 1

neighborhoods, community organizers said.
“It was really exciting. I was very
happy,” said Ann Rubin, a Carthay
Circle resident who led the effort in
her neighborhood. “It makes you
appreciate your home and where
you live. It makes you grateful to
have a neighborhood like this.”
Walter Dominguez, who lives in
South Carthay, said the idea for
national registry designation was
conceived in August 2020 and
stemmed from a discussion he had
with Brad Kane, president of the
South Carthay Neighborhood
Association. Dominguez said they
considered ways to better protect
their community from future development and decided to seek inclusion on the National Register of
Historic Places.
They started seeking support and
held a town hall meeting. Soon
thereafter, residents in Carthay
Circle and Carthay Square came
onboard with the plan. The Carthay
National Register Committee was
formed with residents from each
area, including Dominguez, Rubin
and Susan Sanford, president of the
Carthay Square Neighborhood
Association. The committee next
started creating a proposal for submission to the California State
Historical Resources Commission.
The
neighborhoods
were
approved for designation based on
their example of extraordinary city
planning, and that residences and
buildings in the neighborhoods are
architecturally significant. The
Carthay neighborhoods include
approximately 1,170 residences
primarily built in the Spanish
revival and period revival architectural styles, as well some constructed in the streamline modern style.
Other characteristics of the communities include open medians and
park spaces, wide streets and walking paths.
Planning for the communities
was based on the City Beautiful
Movement, a concept that emerged
in the late-1800s and early-1900s

“It makes you
appreciate your
home and where
you live. It makes
you grateful to
have a
neighborhood like
this.”
-Carthay Circle resident
Ann Rubin

that included streets laid out in an
orderly fashion and elements such
public art and statues that made
communities more livable.
“Back east and in the Midwest,
there was a lot of industrialization
at the time and a lot of people lived
in tenements in cities overcome by
pollution
from
factories,”
Dominguez said. “The City
Beautiful Movement was a reaction
to 19th century city development.
The idea was to create open spaces
and parks, and to make cities more
livable. Obviously, it was an idealistic concept, but out West, they
were able to build some of these
things.”
The committee hired the
Architectural Resources Group, a
consulting company that compiled
a 545-page proposal that was submitted to the state commission. The
history of each individual residence
and building in the neighborhoods
was researched and included in the
report, along with information
about the history of the communities as a whole. Members of the
Carthay
National
Register
Committee went door-to-door to
generate support and raised more
than $100,000, which was used to
pay the consulting company,
Dominguez said.
The Carthay Circle, Carthay
Square and South Carthay neighborhoods were developed between
1922 and approximately 1955.

Carthay Circle was the first tract
developed, extending between
Wilshire Boulevard to the north,
Olympic Boulevard to the south,
Fairfax Avenue to the east and the
Beverly Hills border to the west.
Real estate developer J. Harvey
McCarthy, who was originally from
San Diego, created the neighborhood with the idea of having homes
within walking distance of amenities like grocery stores, places for
entertainment and businesses on
Wilshire Boulevard. The name
Carthay was a play on McCarthy,
an effort to make the area sound
prominent, Dominguez said.
The centerpiece for the neighborhood was the Carthay Circle
Theatre, which was located at 6316
San Vicente Blvd. from 1926 until
1969, when it was demolished to
make way for an office building.
“The Wizard of Oz” premiered at
the Carthay Circle Theatre in 1939.
The theater’s auditorium was
round, and McCarthy used the concept for the name of the new community – Carthay Circle. A small
greenspace called Carthay Circle
Park was created at the intersection
McCarthy Vista and Olympic
Boulevard, across the street from
the former theater, and remains a
centerpiece of the community
today. Many people may recognize
the park by a statue of a miner that
was placed there by McCarthy in
tribute to the California Gold Rush,
Dominguez said. McCarthy was
enamored with California history
and the statue was a touch to beautify the area. Today, the space is
often referred to by residents as
Miner’s Park, Rubin said.
As people moved into Carthay
Circle in the 1920s and 1930s, the
Carthay Square and South Carthay
neighborhoods began to take
shape. South Carthay was developed between Olympic, Pico, La
Cienega and Crescent Heights
boulevards, and Carthay Square
was established between Fairfax
Avenue and Olympic, Pico and
Crescent Heights boulevards.

Public warned about fake COVID-19 testing sites

Demand for COVID-19 testing in
Los Angeles County has skyrocketed
during the past several weeks, as
sharply rising COVID-19 case
counts and positivity rates coupled
with the aftermath of holiday gatherings and travel has led to an unprecedented demand for testing.
The demand has led to scammers
distributing and setting-up fraudulent
COVID-19 testing sites, some of
which are requiring those seeking
tests to pay a fee and/or provide a
social security number.
As a reminder, community members should not have any out-ofpocket costs for a COVID-19 test or
be providing their social security
number. Free testing options are
available, and public and private
medical insurance companies are
required to cover the cost of COVID19 testing and treatment without
charging any co-pays.
West
Hollywood’s
Code
Compliance Division is working in
coordination with the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station to shut
down scam pop-up testing sites.
Community members who are concerned about illegitimate testing sites
may reach out to the city by calling
the Code Enforcement Hotline at
(323)848-6516.

“It is despicable
that people are
taking advantage
of communities
during a deadly
pandemic.”
-Los Angeles County Supervisor
Janice Hahn

The city of West Hollywood is
getting the word out that COVID-19
testing is available for free to anyone
in L.A. County, regardless of health
insurance or immigration status. If
residents are experiencing symptoms
or if they may have been exposed to
COVID-19, visit covid19.lacounty.gov/testing. Learn more about
COVID-19
tests
at
ph.lacounty.gov/covidtests.
West Hollywood community
members should first call a healthcare provider for a COVID-19 test.
For people who cannot get a test
through a healthcare provider, free
testing options are available.
Los Angeles County coordinates a
testing site at Plummer Park, 7377
Santa Monica Blvd. The testing site

is open each week from Tuesday
through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. adjacent to the West Hollywood
Community Center at Plummer Park
in the south parking lot. Tests are
administered by Fulgent Genetics.
Appointments are required. People
interested in getting a test should preregister for an appointment at la.fulgentgenetics.com. People getting
tests should bring ID and confirmation number to the appointment.
Los Angeles County Health
Services has launched a program to
increase and facilitate access to
COVID-19 tests. The program
allows residents to pick up a PCR
test kit and return it at designated
locations, which includes the
COVID-19 West Hollywood testing site at Plummer Park. Results
will be available within 24-48
hours.
For
details,
visit
covid19.lacounty.gov/la-countypick-up-testing-kit-program.
Free walk-up COVID-19 PCR
and rapid testing is available at the
West Hollywood Sheriff's Station
front parking lot, 780 N. San Vicente
Blvd., on weekdays from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. The location is closed on holidays. The lot has limited parking
capacity; metered street parking is
available nearby. No appointment is

photo by Pamela Starks

Carthay residents gathered in the parking lot of Tom Bergin’s Irish pub
on Jan. 21 to celebrate the designation to the National Register of
Historic Places.

The three Carthay neighborhoods were each previously designated by the city of Los Angeles as
historic preservation overlay
zones, which prevent the demolition and alteration of existing
homes and buildings without city
review. South Carthay received
HPOZ designation in 1985, while
Carthay Circle became an HPOZ
in 1990 and Carthay Square
received the designation in 2017.
While HPOZs provide protections,
the residents sought inclusion on
the National Register of Historic
Places as an additional layer of
protection.
Residents behind the effort are
concerned that state laws may be
enacted in the future that could
jeopardize the character of neighborhoods, and inclusion on the
national registry requires additional
state review before zoning changes
can be implemented in municipal
neighborhoods. Organizers specifically cited potential state laws that
seek to override local zoning ordinances so more multi-family housing can be added in neighborhoods.
Designation on the national registry
also means a federal review would
be required if any future project in
the area receives federal funds.
“It hedges against up-zoning legislation,” Rubin added. “It’s a little
more protection.”
Dominguez said the designation
also instills a sense of pride in the
Carthay communities.
“It makes you feel like you are in
a more special place,” Dominguez
said.

Adrian Scott Fine, senior director
of advocacy for the Los Angeles
Conservancy, said the Carthay
neighborhoods were worthy of
national designation.
“The conservancy was really
happy to support the effort. This is
a neighborhood that cares about
getting what is necessary to ensure
protection,” Fine said. “The collection of architecture that is there is
part of what is extraordinary. It represents a prime period of development in Los Angeles.”
Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, also
called the national designation significant for increasing protections,
and commended residents for their
dedication.
“It involved a hard-working team
of volunteers that worked throughout the pandemic to make this happen,” Koretz said. “It’s very exciting that a very important area is not
only protected at the city level, but
at the state and federal levels as
well.”
Dominguez added that the
Carthay Neighborhoods will soon
be added to the National Register of
Historic Places, which can be
viewed by visiting nps.gov. He said
the Carthay neighborhoods’ success
could serve as a model for residents
of other neighborhoods seeking
similar protections.
“There are open greenspaces and
places for people to bicycle through
or take a walk. We are not fencing
this place off for ourselves. We are
preserving our area,” Dominguez
said.

necessary. Testing is available at no
cost to anyone 4-years-old or older
and is available regardless of insurance or citizenship status. Testing is
sponsored by The Testing Co. and is
hosted by the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Community Advisory
Council.
As part of a new federal program,
every home in the nation is eligible to
order four free at-home COVID-19
tests. The tests are free and orders
will usually ship in 7 to 12 days. Visit
covidtests.gov for details and to
order tests.
Before buying a test kit online,
check the website that is selling it
and find out if the test is authorized
on the FDA EUA test webpage.
Additional information, such as
links to West Hollywood-area drug
store chains offering vaccinations, is
available on the city of West
Hollywood’s
website
at
weho.org/coronavirus
in
the
Vaccines and Testing Information
section.
On Jan. 24, Los Angeles County
Supervisor Janice Hahn, 4th District,
directed county officials to monitor
pop-up COVID-19 testing locations
and close fraudulent testing sites. In
recent days, officials have shut down
six fraudulent testing sites in the
county, some of which were charging people for tests and others that
were asking people to give social

security numbers.
“It is despicable that people are
taking advantage of communities
during a deadly pandemic,” Hahn
said. “I am directing the county’s
Department of Consumer and
Business Affairs to monitor pop-up
testing sites across the county and
shut down any sites that are defrauding the public. Testing is one of our
most important tools during this pandemic and residents need assurance
that they will get accurate test results
and their information will be protected.”
Residents can find a free, legitimate test site by visiting
covid19.lacounty.gov/testing.
Authorities are also asking people to
report fraudulent test site by visiting
bit.ly/DCBAHelp.
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

HELP WANTED

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
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Affordab
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e
Pric

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com
Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program.

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

as seen on YouTube!

HELP WANTED
Looking for an experienced office assistant to join our team! The Beverly Press
and Park Labrea News are well-established weekly newspapers covering
hard news for Beverly Hills, West
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles.
Administrative assistant duties include
letters, emails, filing, light bookkeeping, mailing lists/mail merge. General
assistant
to
the
publishers.
Compensation negotiable. Email
resume to michael@beverlypress.com

LEGAL NOTICE
Need to publish a
DBA?
File with the
Los Angeles County Clerk
at lacounty.gov.
Email your documents to
karen@beverlypress.com
We will publish the ad 4X
and send proof of
publication to the
LA County Clerk.

Ways to subscribe

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Dog pest
5. William Wallace, e.g.
9. Maj.’s superior
14. Behind
15. Dub
16. Farsi speaker, perhaps
17. Just like you see it
18. Caen’s river
19. Baby bottom sprinkles
20. Classic children’s nursery song
23. Lawyer’s group (abbr.)
24. In the open
25. Pet songbird
29. Grps.
31. Rap doctor?
34. Like an unwatched pot
35. Virtual opinion
36. Runs out of steam
37. Sleeping beauty characters
40. DIY handicrafts site
41. “Strength, Courage and wisdom”
singer India
42. Court site, with “The”
43. Go out with
44. Old weapon
45. Lawgivers
46. Wrath
47. Steely ___, rock group
48. Children with superpowers
56. Type of bank loan
57. Proficient

58. “Better Call ___”
59. Common contraction
60. Everglades deposit
61. Little BMW
62. Adam and Mae
63. Bohemian
64. Jacket part
Down
1. Where boys will be boys
2. Sumptuous
3. Mideast potentate
4. Church recess
5. Class conscious
6. “Cheers” role
7. Hotel chain
8. Prom dancer
9. It turns red in acid
10. Characteristic
11. H.S. subject
12. Fairy tale starter
13. Sue Grafton’s “___ for Lawless”
21. Way back when
22. In hiding
25. Outdoor eateries
26. Moderate
27. Brouhaha
28. Light
29. Blast from the past
30. When in ____...
31. Cousin of Dora the Explorer
32. Any "Seinfeld," now

33. Curlicues
35. Schmo
36. Lentil sauce
38. Large clam
39. Beach footwear
44. Upraises
45. Protection
46. “No way!”
47. Key of Chopin’s “Minute Waltz”
48. Father
49. Corrida cries

50. Hemingway nickname
51. Taxi firm
52. Doctrines, informally
53. Precipitate
54. Kind of moth
55. Docking spot
56. Left on the farm

answers on page 22
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