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BH prepares, just in case Arrest made in Croft House murder
n City officials highlight readiness programs

By aaron Blevins
Beverly Hills residents have
taken numerous approaches to
increasing their sense of personal
security as of late, but the city is
hoping citizens will consider volunteering for community-led ventures
to keep neighborhoods safe.
Beverly Hills Fire Chief Greg
Barton and Police Chief Mark
Stainbrook on Jan. 18 provided the
City Council with updates on Just
In Case BH, an emergency preparedness effort, and Neighborhood

n Community

mourns death of
Brianna Kupfer, 24

Watch, a national crime prevention
measure.
“This is about community security,” Councilman John Mirisch said.
“It’s about preparedness. This is
also one of the main functions and
values of unity. So, I would look to
try and get people more involved –
not just from the security perspective, but also from the community
perspective. This is a way for people to connect with each other, get
to know their neighbors.”
Initiated by Vice Mayor Lili

By edwin folven
A male suspect wanted for the
Jan. 13 murder of a 24-year-old
female employee in a furniture
store on La Brea Avenue was
arrested on Jan. 19 in the city of
Pasadena.
The Los Angeles Police
Department confirmed that the
suspect, Shawn Laval Smith, 31,
was taken into custody at approximately 11:50 a.m. near the intersection of Fair Oaks Avenue and
Colorado Boulevard. Smith, who
police said is homeless, had been
seen in the cities of West
Hollywood, Santa Monica and
Pasadena. LAPD spokesman
Mike Lopez said Pasadena Police
Department authorities turned
Smith over to detectives with the
LAPD’s West Bureau Homicide
Unit shortly after he was taken
into custody.
The victim, Brianna Kupfer, of
Pacific Palisades, was found dead
on Jan. 13 inside Croft House at
326 N. La Brea Ave., police said.
A customer entered the store at
approximately 1:50 p.m. and

See Preparedness page 21
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The Beverly Hills Fire Department plans to provide training to Just In
Case BH participants.
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LAPD Chief Michel Moore and Councilman Paul Koretz announced a
reward in the murder of Brianna Kupfer prior to the arrest.

called police after finding the victim unresponsive on the floor.
Officers from the LAPD’s
Wilshire Division responded and
cordoned off the store, which is
located just north of Beverly
Boulevard.
Detectives believe it was a random attack and a motive has not

been released. Nothing was stolen
from Croft House, investigators
said. Kupfer was alone inside the
store.
On Jan. 18, Los Angeles Police
Department Chief Michel Moore
joined city officials to announce a
$250,000 reward in the case.
See Arrest page 21

West Hollywood bans use Zoo celebrates Betty White’s birthday
actress’
of non-eco-friendly utensils loveBeloved
for animals lives
n

n Ordinance goes

beyond state’s
plastic foodware law
By carlos de loera
West Hollywood is taking steps
to minimize its environmental
footprint by adopting an ordinance that would prohibit the distribution of single-use, non-compostable foodware items.
The new policy is an adaptation
of a 2019 proposed city directive
that sought to make plastic utensils and straws available only
upon customer request. The plan
was placed on hold due to the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
The new ban was drafted, in
part, in response to recent
research showing the production
of plastic has increased worldwide over the last 10 years – a
trend that has been exacerbated
by the pandemic.
“Now that we have all been
consuming products via delivery
systems, there is so much more
trash,” said Councilwoman

Lindsey Horvath. “Every time
something is ordered and delivered, I think of what comes with
it, and there are so many things
that are delivered to me that I
don’t ask for that have just
become commonplace.”
The ordinance, which was
approved unanimously on Jan. 18
by the City Council, will go
beyond the impending Assembly
Bill 1276, which goes into effect
June 1, and requires any singleuse foodware accessory to be distributed only upon request by a
customer.
West Hollywood joins the cities
of Malibu, Santa Monica,
Berkeley and Culver City in
enacting such a policy ahead of
the new California law.
The policy will specifically
prohibit the distribution of singleuse, non-compostable forms of
the following items: cups, utensils, chopsticks, condiment cups,
straws, stirrers, splash sticks,
cocktail sticks, containers, lids,
bowls, napkins, plates, cup lids,
cup sleeves, food and beverage
See WeHo page 22

on in Los Angeles
By edwin folven
Actress and philanthropist Betty
White would have turned 100 years
old on Jan. 17. To celebrate, the Los
Angeles Zoo held a special ceremony in her honor in its Allen Ludden
Plaza, which is named after White’s
late husband.
The plaza was decorated with
white roses in commemoration of
White, who died on Dec. 31 at the
age of 99. She was a longtime supporter of animal rights and the Los
Angeles Zoo. Los Angeles Mayor
Eric Garcetti, Councilwoman
Nithya Raman, 4th District, and
zoo director Denise Verret spoke
about her positive impact and contributions. White was a longtime
trustee, board member and donor to
the Greater Los Angeles Zoo
Association, and had been named
an honorary zookeeper and
Ambassador to the Animals by the
city of Los Angeles.
“Betty was not just an advocate
for the L.A. Zoo and the animals
here, but for animals all over the

photo Jamie Pham

Actress Betty White, a longtime supporter of the Los Angeles Zoo, died
on Dec. 31.

world, from those in the wild to
those in shelters and guide dogs for
the blind, she loved all animals,
large and small,” GLAZA president
Tom Jacobson said. “And, she was
never one to stand outside and criticize. She would always work with
us to do what she could to help. She
always looked forward, never back,

and wanted to have a positive
impact on the world, and that’s
what she did.”
Jacobson said White visited the
zoo frequently and was always
good natured and accessible to fans.
She was also a familiar attendee at
GLAZA’s annual Beastly Ball, one
See Betty page 22
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The West Hollywood Park Aquatic and Recreation Center will include
roof-top swimming pools, a multi-sport court, community rooms, classrooms and a public access television studio.

WeHo puts final touches on
aquatics, recreation center
The city of West Hollywood is
planning to open the new West
Hollywood Park Aquatic and
Recreation Center in April.
Envisioned as a space for programs, events, sports and recreation,
the facility is nearing final completion. Although the project was subject to unforeseen delays due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and supplychain disruptions, the city is excited
about opening the new facility to the
community.
The city is also moving forward
on a phased approach to opening
improved park amenities. El Tovar
Place is open, re-establishing a connection between San Vicente and
Robertson boulevards, as well as
access to West Hollywood Park and
the five-story parking structure. The
West Hollywood Library’s plinth
garage is also open, providing staff
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and patron parking when the library
is open.
New West Hollywood Park facilities will open to the public following safety checks and final
approvals. Amenities include updated children’s playgrounds and the
Robertson Gardens park area with
new picnic areas.
Crews are putting the finishing
touches on the new four-level,
75,000-square-foot Aquatic and
Recreation Center. It will feature
two rooftop swimming pools and a
multi-sport court for basketball, volleyball and dodgeball. The center
will also feature five community
meeting rooms and a conference
room, Recreation Services staff
offices, lockers, a Tiny Tot program
classroom and public access television studio.
The city plans to move forward
soon on the AIDS Monument, a collaboration between the Foundation
for a National AIDS Monument,
artist Dan Tobin and the city of West
Hollywood. The AIDS Monument
will be located in the park’s expanded open space along San Vicente
Boulevard. For updates, visit
weho.org/whparkproject.

Pharmacy offers
COVID-19
vaccinations

Rite Aid on Jan. 12 announced
that it will host several upcoming
“Family Immunization Days” at
select stores, where customers can
walk-in to receive a COVID-19 vaccination or booster for their entire
family.
At the immunization clinics, Rite
Aid will distribute first and second
COVID-19 vaccine doses for anyone 5 years old and up, as well as
boosters for anyone over the age of
12. The business will also offer flu
shots.
With no appointment necessary,
the walk-in opportunities support
customers who may not have internet access for scheduling while also
increasing flexibility for busy families.
“Family Immunization Days” will
be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday, Jan. 22, and from 2 p.m.
until the pharmacy closes on
Wednedsay, Jan. 26, at 300 N.
Canon Drive, Beverly Hills.
Additional locations can be found at
riteaid.com/covid-19/family-day.

The LA Phil will pay tribute to an
icon in jazz with “Symphonic
Ellington: New World A-Comin’
with Gerald Clayton” on Thursday
and Friday, Jan. 20-21, at 8 p.m.,
and “Symphonic Ellington: Sacred
Concerts” on
Saturday, Jan.
22, at 8 p.m.,
and
Sunday,
Jan. 23, at 2
p.m. Thomas
Wilkins conducts all of the
performances,
which will be held at the Walt
Disney Concert Hall. Pianist
Clayton joins the LA Phil on Jan.
20-21 for an exploration of
Ellington’s symphonic range, from
the whimsical dances in “Night
Creature” to his majestic ballet “The
River,” as well as Clayton’s version
of “New World A-Comin’.” On Jan.
22-23, Wilkins leads the LA Phil in
Ellington’s
spiritual
“Sacred
Concerts,” which the composer
called the most important music he
ever wrote, as well as his narrative
history in “Black America, Black,
Brown & Beige.” Tickets start at
$63. 111 S. Grand Ave. laphil.com.

‘Nightmare Alley’

American Cinematheque is holding
“Nightmare Alley: Vision In
Darkness and Light,” a special limited showing of a 35mm black &
white version of “Nightmare Alley”
from
Friday,
Jan. 21, through
Sunday, Jan. 30,
at the Aero
Theatre and Los
Feliz 3. The film
by Guillermo
del Toro follows
Stanton Carlisle
(Bradley Cooper), a charismatic but
down-on-his-luck man who endears
himself to clairvoyant, Zeena (Toni
Collette), and her has-been mentalist husband, Pete (David Strathairn)
at a traveling carnival. Carlisle
crafts a golden ticket to success,

using his newly acquired knowledge
to swindle the wealthy elite of
1940s New York society. With the
virtuous Molly (Rooney Mara) loyally by his side, Stanton plots to con
a dangerous tycoon (Richard
Jenkins) with the aid of a mysterious psychiatrist (Cate Blanchett),
who might be his most formidable
opponent yet. General admission is
$15. Aero Theatre, 1328 Montana
Ave.; Los Feliz 3, 1822 N. Vermont
Ave. americancinematheque.com.

Jamestown Revival

The Texas duo Jamestown Revival
will perform on Friday, Jan. 21, at 9
p.m. at the Fonda Theatre.
Bandmates Jonathan Clay and Zach
Chance will perform
music
from their forthcoming recording,
“Young
Man.” It is their
first
project
without electric
guitars, instead
emphasizing skillful songwriting,
harmony and intricate fingerpicking. Recording artist Robert Ellis,
who produced “Young Man,” joins
as an opening act and as part of
Jamestown Revival’s backing band.
The North Carolina band Mipso
also opens the show. Tickets are
$25. 6126 Hollywood Blvd.
jamestownrevival.com.

Art of Jonas Wood

David Kordansky Gallery is holding
“Plants and Animals,” an exhibition
of new paintings and works on
paper by Jonas Wood running from
Saturday, Jan. 22, through Saturday,
March 5. Occupying all three of the
gallery’s spaces, the exhibition
explores some of the most frequently recurring themes in Wood’s work.
The artists uses a variety of formats
and mediums to create images of
flora and fauna, as well as detailed
worlds of related forms and spaces.
An opening reception will take
place on Jan. 22 from 4-8 p.m. 5130
W. Edgewood Place. davidkordanskygallery.com.

Colburn Orchestra

The Broad Stage has canceled a performance by the Colburn Orchestra
on Sunday, Jan. 23, at 4 p.m. The
program will not be rescheduled this
season. Current ticket holders will
be notified about refunds. For information, call (310)434 3200, or visit
thebroadstage.org.

Virtual meditation

Relax an unwind with the Japan
Foundation Los Angeles’ “Virtual
Meditation With Japanese Singing
Bowl” on Wednesday, Jan. 26, at
12:30 p.m., via
Facebook LIVE.
The instrument
used for the program
harmoniously combines the healing qualities of
the
Tibetan
singing bowl and Japanese traditional singing bowl. Feel stress dissipate
as the sounds of the singing bowl
induce a meditative state. Admission
is free. jflalc.org/ac-others65-virtualmeditation.

‘Death, with
Benefits’

Theatre 40 presents “Death, with
Benefits” running from Thursday,
Jan. 27, through Sunday, Feb. 20, in
the Reuben Cordova Theatre on the
campus of Beverly Hills High
School. The play is a dark comedy
inspired by the true story of the infamous “Black Widows.” Two mature
ladies bond over the awful emotional
and financial situations their
deceased husbands have left them. To
fix their predicaments, they concoct a
get rich plan: take in ill men, get them
to sign life insurance policies with the
women as beneficiaries, and care for
them until they die. The only problem
is that their guests are not passing
away quickly enough, so the ladies
decide to speed up the process.
Showtimes are 8 p.m., Thursday
through Saturday; 2 p.m., Sunday.
Tickets are $35. 241 S. Moreno
Drive. (310)364-0535, theatre40.org.

Bogie’s Liquor
Stock up on your
favorite beverages
for the NFL Playoffs, Superbowl &
Hoops season!
Please Wear a Mask !

We carry the finest in
• Beer • Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
Call us! 323-469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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BHUSD calls for local COVID-19 control
n Board may host

town hall to discuss
potential policy changes
By aaron Blevins
Despite its best efforts, the
Beverly Hills Unified School
District is experiencing approximately 60 cases of COVID-19 per
day, and district officials are seemingly frustrated with policies that
have trickled down from the Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health.
After listening to several upset
parents, the BHUSD Board of
Education on Jan. 18 discussed the
possibility of hosting a town hall
and study sessions to brainstorm
policy decisions that could be
made at the local level to mitigate
COVID-19 impacts.
“I am no longer comfortable sitting back and just taking what the
L.A. County Department of Public
Health has said, or what the
[Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention] has said, or what the
state of California has said, and
just sit back and say, ‘Those are
the rules, and we will take them,’”
board member Gabe Halimi said.
He said frustration is high
among parents, mostly because
COVID-19 policies continue to
change. Halimi said he recently
had
a
conversation
with

Superintendent
of
Schools
Michael Bregy and BHUSD
President Mary Wells and learned
that all three were vaccinated with
boosters, yet they were infected
with the omicron variant and
recovered.
“We are learning more and more
about this virus every single day,
and we have to take that data into
account,” he added. “I believe, as a
board, we have not done our job by
actually taking a more proactive
and active approach toward making policy. … That is not for the
administration to do; that’s not for
teachers. That is on nobody except
for this board.”
Halimi said the district should
take an impartial look at the policies handed down by the CDC and
L.A. County and determine if they
are the right approach for Beverly
Hills schools.
“Let’s actually engage with the
medical professionals, educators
and parents, and let’s give our
administration, our teachers and
our students real clarity on what
they need to be doing based on the
facts and data we have,” he added.
Board member Dr. Amanda
Stern noted that some health policies have evolved over the course
of the pandemic, such as quarantine rules. However, she said she
welcomed study sessions to discuss COVID-19 policies further.
Vice President Noah Margo said

the district is not following the
county, state and federal regulations blindly, but the BHUSD
should make some “bold moves”
to get students back to learning in a
normal setting.
“We’re all sick of this,” he said,
motioning to his mask. “Nobody
likes this anymore. Nobody likes
kids being pulled out of class.”
Wells said she did not want
future policy discussions to negate
the hard work the administration
has done in keeping schools safe –
especially the large testing day
leading up to the students’ return
from winter break.
“I think that omicron has come
on hard and fast, and we have pivoted and we were prepared to
open,” she said. “It’s been a tough
couple of weeks. And for us to
come back this week – [the situation] is evolving as we are experiencing it, and hopefully this will be
short lived. But again, that doesn’t
mean that we shouldn’t also be
considering the bigger picture.”
Bregy said it is often a struggle
for the district to get what it needs
from L.A. County. He said the
county assured school districts that

while many experience mild illness from COVID, there are others, who we love and need, that
will not do well if they become
infected,” public health director
Dr. Barbara Ferrer said. “And
while vaccines and boosters provide powerful protection, those
who are older, have serious health
conditions or are immunocompromised remain at higher risk. We
still don’t know the longer-term
consequences from omicron infections, including the development
of long COVID or MIS-C among
children. So, please continue to do
your part in slowing the spread of
omicron to help us keep ourselves
and our loved ones healthy and out
of the hospital. Wear a well-fitted
medical-grade mask any time
indoors or at crowded outdoor
locations and curtail high-risk
activities during the surge. And
please stay away from others if
you are infected or sick. Working
together to reduce infections is still
an essential strategy.”
On Jan. 18, the health department confirmed 37 additional
deaths and 22,688 new cases of
COVID-19. The number of cases
and deaths are likely to reflect
reporting delays over the holiday
weekend. Of the 37 new deaths
reported, three were between the
ages of 30-49, five were between
the ages of 50 and 64, 11 were
between the ages of 65-79 and 18
were over the age of 80 years old.
Of the 37 newly reported deaths,
33 had underlying conditions. To
date, the total number of deaths in
L.A. County is 28,122.
There were 4,701 people with
COVID-19 hospitalized as of Jan.
17. Testing results were available
for more than 10,695,800 individuals, with 20% of people testing
positive.
Residents are legally required to
be isolated if they have a positive
COVID test result and are vaccinated.

it would provide supply home testing kits before students returned
from break, but BHUSD purchased
some anyway.
“We thought ahead,” Bregy said.
“We put in our own order. Thank
goodness we did, because I still
don’t think that we have them

today. Many districts went back
after winter break without them.”
The board did not discuss potential dates for a study session or
town hall, but Margo recommended that the district reach out to public health director Dr. Barbara
Ferrer and extend an invitation.

Our Biggest Sale
Event Ever!

ICU numbers rise in L.A. County
With the omicron variant continuing to spread at a rapid pace, the
Los Angeles County Department
of Public Health has reported that
more residents are requiring treatment for severe illness in the intensive care unit.
As of Jan. 17, both the 7-day
average of new admissions of people with COVID-19 and the total
number of patients admitted into
the ICU had increased from a week
prior. New daily admissions
increased by 9.5% to a total of 644
patients, up from 588 patients the
week of Jan. 11.
Additionally, 31% of confirmed
patients were in the ICU, and 27%
were requiring ventilation, which
was also an increase from the week
of Jan. 11, when the health department reported 25% of confirmed
patients were in ICU and 20% were
requiring ventilation.
Cases among healthcare workers
are also increasing, leading to
staffing shortages across the
healthcare system. Between Jan. 7
and 13, the health department
reported 1,268 new positive cases
among healthcare workers – an
increase of 30% from the week of
Dec. 31, when 973 positive cases
were reported.
With omicron leading to increasing hospitalizations and ICU
admissions, vaccines continue to
provide the best protection against
severe illness. Between Dec. 30
and Jan. 12, the ICU rate ratio was
6.4 when comparing those unvaccinated versus those fully vaccinated without boosters, meaning
unvaccinated people were six times
more likely to be admitted to the
ICU compared to those fully vaccinated without boosters. Residents
who are vaccinated and boosted
have even more protection, as they
are 25 times less likely to be admitted to the ICU than those unvaccinated, according to the department.
“Since the beginning of the pandemic, we have recognized that
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Beverly Hills High School reported 45 positive student cases and four
positive staff cases on Jan. 19.
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Suspects face murder charges in Koreatown
n Homicide allegedly

occurred after fight at
convenience store
By edwin folven

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office

City Attorney Mike Feuer outlined a multi-faceted plan to address
gun violence that includes building collaborations across jurisdictions, providing more resources to law enforcement and holding
more gun buyback events.

Feuer launches plan to
combat gun violence

Los Angeles City Attorney
Mike Feuer presented an eightpoint plan on Jan. 18 to address a
surge in gun crimes across Los
Angeles. Feuer called for the creation of the Los Angeles Gun
Crime
Violence
Review
Commission, expanding LAPD’s
Gun Unit and broadening community-based solutions.
“Two-hundred-and-seventyeight Angelenos died from gun
violence last year, 1,499 were shot.
LAPD recovered 30% more guns
last year than the year before, 20%
of which were un-serialized ghost
guns,” Feuer wrote in a letter to
Mayor Eric Garcetti, the City
Council and Los Angeles Police
Commission. “A number of specific approaches to grapple with
this epidemic are in place… but as
the continued increase in gun violence demonstrates, these important efforts are insufficient.”

“A number of
specific
approaches to
grapple with this
epidemic are in
place… but as the
continued increase
in gun violence
demonstrates,
these important
efforts are
insufficient.”
-Los Angeles City Attorney
Mike Feuer

Included in Feuer’s plan are recommendations to develop new
collaborations across jurisdictional
lines, build on successful initiatives and programs, and enhance
critical public safety resources
focused on combating gun violence, including gun buy-back
programs. The plan will create a
cross-jurisdictional Gun Crime
Violence Review Commission. By
analyzing gun homicide and nonfatal shooting cases with partners
across jurisdictional lines, the city
can identify patterns, trends and
community factors that lead to gun
violence, then work together to
implement prevention strategies,
Feuer said.
Feuer also envisions a

city/county collaboration on gun
violence prevention. He said key
city and county officials should
meet regularly to focus on the
underlying issues that contribute
to gun violence in the most
adversely affected communities.
Feuer also called for a neighborhood solutions program. When a
specific neighborhood problem
persists, a citywide Neighborhood
Solutions Program could bring
together representatives from different departments with elected
officials to work across jurisdictional lines on solutions, Feuer
added.
The plans also call for immediate additional investments in gun
violence intervention and interruption programs with demonstrated
records of success. Los Angeles
has a broad network of such programs, many of which operate in
conjunction with the Gang
Reduction
and
Youth
Development program, as well as
independently, Feuer said.
He also called for expanding the
City Attorney REACHTM program to intervene with children
confronting trauma from violence.
Without timely and effective intervention, the brain development of
children exposed to gun violence
and other forms of trauma will be
severely impeded, and they are
more likely to commit acts of violence themselves as they grow up,
Feuer said. To break the cycle, the
City Attorney’s Children Exposed
to Violence Initiative sends teams
to violent incidents to provide
assistance for children and families. The program also trains
school personnel and parents on
signs of trauma so kids can get the
help they need.
Other solutions include expanding neighborhood cleanup and
beautification programs, holding
more gun buy-back programs and
adding resources to LAPD’s Gun
Unit. Feuer said a major contributor to gun violence are ghost guns,
which are created from parts without serial numbers. The LAPD
recovered 1,921 ghost guns in
2021, an increase of 136% from
the 813 ghost guns recovered in
2020. More emphasis should be
placed on investigating the sources
of the un-serialized firearms,
Feuer said.
For information and to read the
plan, visit lacityattorney.org.

Three men are in custody and
facing felony charges for the Jan.
15 murder of a man in Koreatown
that occurred at a 7-Eleven store
near Sixth Street and Alexandria
Avenue.
Police received a call at approximately 2 a.m. about a fight involving multiple people at the site.
Officers from the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Olympic
Division found the victim, who had
been stabbed, and his acquaintance, who had sustained blunt
force trauma during the fight. The
man who was stabbed was taken to
a hospital where he was pronounced dead. He was not identified by police. The man who was
injured is recovering, authorities
said.
Detective Sean Kinchla, with the
LAPD’s West Bureau Homicide
Unit, said an altercation occurred
between three men and the two victims, but he did not know the circumstances. The victim was
stabbed by one suspect and the
other man was punched and kicked
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The fight erupted at a convenience store at the southeast corner of Sixth
Street and Alexandria Avenue.

by the other assailants.
Police used security camera
footage to identify the suspects and
connected them to an address in
Echo Park. Authorities served a
search warrant at the location on
Jan. 15 and arrested Josue Alegria,
26, and Damian Dehorney, 26,
both of Los Angeles. The third suspect, Jose Garibay, 26, of Los
Angeles, turned himself in at the
Olympic Division on Jan. 16.
Police said Garibay is the man

who allegedly stabbed the victim.
He is facing a murder charge and is
being held on $2 million bail.
Alegria and Dehorney are believed
to be the men who punched and
kicked the other victim. They are
facing attempted murder charges
and are each being held on $1 million bail.
The investigation is ongoing and
anyone with information is urged
to call West Bureau Homicide Unit
detectives at (213)382-9470.

Four suspects charged with murder of off-duty officer

Federal prosecutors filed a criminal complaint on Jan. 13 charging
three members and an associate of a
Los Angeles street gang with the
robbery and fatal shooting of offduty Los Angeles police officer
Fernando Arroyos, 27.
The criminal complaint alleges
that two of the defendants confronted Arroyos and his girlfriend in

South Los Angeles on the night of
Jan. 10, stole items and shot
Arroyos, who died. The defendants
are Luis Alfredo De La Rosa Rios,
29; Ernesto Cisneros, 22; and Jesse
Contreras, 34, all members of the
Florencia 13 street gang, as well as
Haylee Marie Grisham, 18, who is
Rios’ girlfriend.
The complaint charges the four

defendants with violent crime in aid
of racketeering, whereby the defendants allegedly murdered Arroyos to
increase and maintain position within the gang. The defendants were
taken into custody on Jan. 12.
Arroyos was a three-year veteran
of the Los Angeles Police
Department who was most recently
assigned to the Olympic Division.
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Koretz builds bridges with new constituents
n Councilman

meets with former
CD 4 neighborhoods
By edwin folven
Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz has been meeting with
residents and organizations in
neighborhoods such as Hancock
Park that were recently moved into
the 5th District under the City
Council redistricting process.
On Jan. 13, he met with the
Hancock Park Homeowners
Association in a virtual meet-andgreet, and plans to join the Greater
Miracle Mile Chamber of
Commerce during a virtual meeting
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Jan.
27.
Koretz said he is excited to represent Park La Brea, Hancock Park
and the Miracle Mile, areas formerly in the 4th District, together with
communities he has represented for
more than a decade. Koretz, who
has served on the City Council
since 2009 and is termed out next
year, will remain in office through
the end of 2022, and is also running
for city controller. He said the goal
was to hit the ground running and
make sure residents in the new
areas are connected with services
and resources.
“It was very exciting that I was
able to pick up areas like Park La
Brea and Hancock Park and others
in re-apportionment. I wish I had
another 10 years to represent them,
but I want to do an exceptional job
in the year we have left,” Koretz
said. “We’ve met with the Park La
Brea Residents Association and
we’ve met with the Hancock Park
HOA and surrounding HOAs, and
we have been exceedingly warmly
received. We’ve had some [traffic
and street repair] issues identified
which we are immediately working
to resolve, and it’s just been a very
encouraging relationship.”
Hancock Park Homeowners
Association president Cindy
Chvatal-Keane said she is pleased
that Koretz now represents the
neighborhood, and added that
improvements are already noticeable. She said long-awaited street

repair projects are either now
occurring in Hancock Park or are
scheduled to begin soon. Repairs to
concrete street surfaces were
recently completed along Hudson
Street between Sixth and Third
streets. Repairs in the 500 block of
Lilian Way, which Chvatal-Keane
said is prone to flooding because of
poor drainage, are scheduled to
begin in February.
“I have to thank Council District
5 and L.A. Street Services, because
they have really been making
improvements,” Chvatal-Keane
said. “We’ve been waiting a long
time for this, so it was nice to see it
finally happening.”
Chvatal-Keane added that the
virtual meeting allowed members
to meet Rob Fisher, Koretz’s new
field deputy for Park La Brea,
Hancock Park, Greater Wilshire
and the Miracle Mile. Residents are
encouraged to contact him with
concerns at rob.fisher@lacity.org.
Koretz spokeswoman Alison
Simard said Fisher previously
worked as a field deputy in the
office of Councilman David Ryu,
who represented the 4th District
from 2015-20, when it included
Hancock Park and the surrounding
areas. She said he is already familiar with issues and needs in the area
such as street repairs, which has
allowed for a smooth transition.
Chvatal-Keane said Koretz’s
staff, including chief field and
transportation
deputy
Jay
Greenstein, are also now guiding a
project aimed at making Highland
Avenue safer. Plans call for adjustments to traffic signals on Highland
Avenue south of Melrose Avenue to
reduce the number of people speeding to make red lights, as well as
restrictions on left turns at Beverly
Boulevard and Third Street, which
are frequently sites of collisions,
she added. The timeline for implementation has not yet been finalized, but the changes are scheduled
to occur soon.
“All of this was music to our
ears,” Chvatal-Keane added. “He
checked all the boxes. We are so
delighted to have what we feel now
is a partner for our neighborhood.”
Koretz added that he is also concerned about public safety and

NCJW/LA presents ‘ROE@49’
The city of West Hollywood and
its Women’s Advisory Board will
join with the National Council of
Jewish Women, Los Angeles, for
“ROE@49:
Courageous
Conversations on Abortion,” a virtual event to commemorate the
anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the
U.S. Supreme Court decision that
legalized abortion in the U.S.
The event will highlight ways to
rise against the growing policybased assault on abortion access,
reaffirm support for the right to
choose and advocate for reproductive justice and accessibility to
healthcare.
“ROE@49:
Courageous
Conversations on Abortion” will
take place as a virtual event on
Sunday, Jan. 23, at 5 p.m. It will be
a night of open, honest and meaningful conversations with community, and it will focus on self-managed abortion medication: a potential path to uplift rather than restrict
reproductive freedom.
The event will be hosted by
Vanessa LeMaistre, the program
coordinator of Sisters in Control
Reproductive Justice’s Get Smart
B4 You Get Sexy and Black
Women for Wellness. It will feature

a virtual keynote address by
Fabiola Carrión, director of reproductive and sexual health for the
National Health Law Program. The
keynote will be followed by virtual
breakout sessions for small group
conversations.
The event will offer attendees an
opportunity to lead guided conversations about abortion in the comfort of their homes (or anywhere
online) with friends, family and the
larger community.
Roe v. Wade, issued on Jan. 22,
1973, legalized abortion in the U.S.
In 1993, the city of West
Hollywood became the first city in
the nation to declare itself prochoice and has continually supported state and federal legislation protecting and advancing women’s
reproductive rights and access to
healthcare.
Tickets for the event are $15, and
proceeds will benefit Women’s
Reproductive Rights Assistance
Project, a non-partisan nonprofit
organization that aims to help
women gain access to safe, legal
abortion services and emergency
contraceptives.
For
information,
visit
ncjwla.org/events/roe2022.

security, and is working with the
Los Angeles Police Department to
ensure resources are devoted to
each part of the district. He thanked
members of the Hancock Park
community for allowing him to
speak, and encouraged people to
attend the upcoming meeting with
the Greater Miracle Mile Chamber
of Commerce on Jan. 27. To join
the
Zoom
meeting,
visit
us02web.zoom.us/j/89241306899,
and use the Meeting ID: 892 4130
6899, or email info@miraclemilechamber.org.
“Everyone has been very positive
and we will do our best to do everything we can in the remaining year
that we have left,” Koretz added.

photo by Edwin Folven

Street repairs are scheduled to begin in February in the 500 block of
Lilian Way, where the road is prone to flooding.
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Tragedy puts city life in perspective
By michael krikorian
It was not the drive from
Highland and Melrose to
Washington and Arlington that had
me dreading being back in Los
Angeles after 17 days in Italy. Sure,
the traffic was bad, and I was bobbing and weaving around several
oncoming driver’s side car mirrors
on the narrow streets of my
impromptu four-mile route. But
that wasn’t what had me hating
being home. I’m used to traffic. I
was born here a long, long time
ago.
And it wasn’t even the horrible
story I heard that Jan. 14 morning
about Brianna Kupfer, the young
woman who was stabbed to death
the day before while at work alone
in the Croft House furniture store
on La Brea Avenue near Oakwood
Street that made me long for the
tranquil hilltop village in Umbria
where I had just vacationed. As
aching as Brianna’s death was –
and is – that didn’t do it either.
Sadly, I’m used to tragic endings as
a longtime gang reporter in this
town. I have been to more than 100
funerals and seen several hundred
murder scenes, adorned so often
with what I call “murder candles”
and “murder flowers.”
No, it wasn’t the traffic or the
crime. It was a shopping cart at that
Ralphs on Third and La Brea which
put me over the edge, was my
“Falling Down” moment, made me
seriously think “Why am I living
here? I cannot live the rest of my
life in this jacked-up place.” Yeah, a
shopping cart.
You might know this shopping
cart. It was the worst handling one
I’ve ever had. I rarely get a cart at a
supermarket, as I usually grab a
basket or bring my own bag
because I don’t get much food. But,
today, I was “on the job” for my
beloved Mozza – the restaurant of
my girlfriend, Nancy. I was sent to

the market to pick up nine large
containers of creamy peanut butter
for Mozza’s pastry chef, Dahlia
Narvaez, and as many boxes of
onion soup mix as they had for
Hilario Cruz, a Mozza2Go cook
who makes the crème fraiche onion
dip that accompanies potato chips.
So, I get this shopping cart and
two steps in, I know it was bad, but
I was too lazy to walk back 6 feet to
try another one. So, I took off into
the store.
What really annoyed me about
the cart – and really about the
whole city – was another shopping
cart I had in Italy, two weeks ago.
Nancy and I were at a large grocery
store in Umbria near the hilltop
town of Trevi, a “Conad
Superstore.” I pulled out a shopping
cart there from the orderly rack and,
damn, this thing handled so
smoothly, so effortlessly that twice
I insisted that Nancy take it for a
spin around the impressive
Pecorino de Pienza formaggio display. This cart was an actual pleasure. Formula One legend Lewis
Hamilton would have raved about
this cart’s handling.
So, when I got this cart at Ralphs
it was like, “You gotta be kidding
me.” I went down the alley like I
was drunk, weaving along the cereal lane, ricocheting from corn
flakes and Special K to the oatmeal
on the other side of aisle 14 like I
had just gulped a bottle of Guigal
Cote du Rhone over from aisle
eight.
Then, foolishly, I asked a Ralphs
worker where the packaged onion
dip mix was. She had no idea what
I was talking about. Onion what? I
could have asked her where
Caravaggio’s “The Calling of Saint
Matthew” was hanging and she
wouldn’t have been more confused.
“Is that a Mexican spice mix?”
she asked me, perplexed. What
could I say to that? I longed for the
pre-pandemic days whenever I

asked a grocery store worker where
something was, they would quickly
reply with the correct aisle. I miss
those days.
I somehow found it. Aisle 12, I
think, paid and left. And, don’t you
know it, getting out of this parking
lot was not a pleasure. Slow walkers, beggars, overly careful parkers.
I drove up La Brea heading for
Oakwood Street to hang a right and
get to Mozza. As I passed 326 N. La
Brea, I looked at the front of the
Croft House furniture store and
there were about 20 or so “murder
flowers” set up in honor of Brianna
Kupfer, like the impromptu memorials I’ve been seeing in Watts and
South Central for 30-plus years.
I worked on this story on
Saturday, but I didn’t have an ending. I tried looking for one, but
nothing stood out. Then Sunday, as
it so often does when you are a
journalist, the ending came looking
for me.
My girlfriend had planned that
Sunday to be in the pastry department at Mozza, working on three
dishes for her upcoming cookbook.
I was to be home alone, writing,
working on this story, roughing out
a couple others and glancing at
NFL wildcard playoff games.
Then, Nancy called me. “We
have an emergency – an emergency,” she said in a tense voice.
Me, I’m thinking an emergency.
A shooting. An attack by a vagrant
who hangs out nearby.
But she calmed me in two seconds.
“We need buttermilk. Dahlia and
I need buttermilk. Can you go to the
store and get some? Highest fat buttermilk they have.”
If only all “emergencies” were
like this.
So I went to that Ralphs. I didn’t
get a cart. I grabbed a basket. On
the way in, the car parked closest to
the front door, in a handicapped
spot, was a shining, grey Mercury

LAUSD resolution creates climate change program
To help fight the escalating climate crisis, the Los Angeles Unified
School District Board of Education
during its regular meeting on Jan. 18
had the first reading of a resolution
aimed to enact a comprehensive
Climate Education Program for
LAUSD schools.
The resolution originated from the
Climate Curricula Committee, a
group of students and educators
affiliated with the Los Angeles chapter of former U.S. Vice President Al
Gore’s Climate Reality Project.
The committee intends to move
Los Angeles into the growing ranks
of cities, counties and states, such as
Berkeley and Oakland, Santa Clara
County and the state of New Jersey,
that have passed important measures
to adopt critical climate education in
schools.
The resolution aims to establish
funding for the program that will
provide teachers and students the
necessary understanding about the
climate crisis and the skills they will
need. It also strives to help better
prepare students to enter the changing workforce and economy needed
to solve the climate crisis.
The program improves climate
education in schools by integrating
climate learning and climate justice
into all subject matter across all
grades.
The committee has had eight
meetings with LAUSD board members and their support staff. Most
recently, on Dec. 20, the committee

met with board member Scott
Schmerelson and chief academic
officer Alison Towery.
The committee anticipates that
the final vote on the resolution will
occur at the Feb. 8 board meeting.
Formed in April 2021, the

Climate Curricula Committee is
made up of students, community
members, climate communication
specialists, teachers and other educators.
For information, visit laclimatereality.org/climatecurricula.

Notable Quotes

“This is democracy’s day. A day of history and hope of renewal
and resolve through a crucible for the ages. America has been
tested anew and America has risen to the challenge. Today, we
celebrate the triumph not of a candidate, but of a cause, the cause
of democracy. The people, the will of the people, has been heard
and the will of the people has been heeded. We’ve learned again
that democracy is precious. Democracy is fragile. At this hour, my
friends, democracy has prevailed.”

Joseph R. Biden
1942 –
Inaugural address
January 20, 2021

*source: The Washington Post archives
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Community members have left candles and flowers outside of Croft
House in remembrance of Brianna Kupfer.

Cougar XR7, a ‘68 I believe. It
made me feel good as I thought of
the ‘67 XR7 my sister Jeanine had
passed along to me in the mid-70s
after she moved on to something
practical. Damn, I wish I had that
Cougar now.
Anyway, I go inside, and head for
the buttermilk and they don’t have
“high fat” so I get whatever they
do, “reduced fat,” and get out.
That Sunday was one of those
glorious Los Angeles days that
make you realize why people move
here, 70-something, soft breeze,
bluest sky.
That Cougar was gone as I
walked to my car, but the weather
made me feel good. And under this
magnificent sky, I thought of sadness, of Brianna. And then it hit me.
Flowers. I should get some murder
flowers for Brianna. I dropped off
the buttermilk in the car and said to
myself, “Don’t let this thought pass,
don’t be lazy.”
I marched back in. The flowers
are close to the south entrance. I
saw some carnations, my mom
Rose loved carnations, so I grabbed

a dozen magenta ones. This was the
first bunch of murder flowers I ever
bought.
Further on up La Brea, just past
Beverly, I parked. Yeah, there was a
spot, like it was waiting just for me.
And there were about four or five
people in front of the doorway of
the furniture store. Maybe friends
of hers, maybe strangers, united in
this horror. I got out quick and laid
the carnations on the La Brea
Avenue sidewalk, in front of a picture window that had a poster-sized
photo of Brianna.
I walked away, got in the car and
headed to Mozza with the buttermilk. And as I floored it, I thought
of Brianna, of Nancy and of my life
in this city and how your city is so
much like you’re your family. They
drive you crazy, but you know
damn well you love them.
Michael Krikorian, born in
Chinatown, raised in Gardena, is a
long-time Los Angeles journalist
whose work has published in the
Los Angeles Times, New York Times
and Fresno Bee.
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West Hollywood green lights traffic stop analysis
n Preventing racial

profiling is
part of effort

By aaron Blevins
The city of West Hollywood is
investigating the possibility of ceasing or reducing low-level traffic
stops in the city with the hope of
freeing up law enforcement while
reducing racial bias and possible
profiling.
The West Hollywood City
Council on Jan. 18 voted 4-1 to have
the City Attorney Lauren Langer and
the city’s Public Safety Division analyze possible measures West
Hollywood could take and report
back to council at a later date.
“I just want to make it very clear
that these are for non-public safety
traffic issues,” said Mayor Pro
Tempore Sepi Shyne, who initiated
the discussion together with

Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath.
According to a staff report, a 2020
study conducted by Stanford
University researchers found that
Black motorists were, on average,
pulled over and searched more frequently than their white counterparts.
Shyne also referenced a recent
report by the California Racial and
Identity Profiling Advisory Board
that had similar results. It included
data from the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department.
Horvath said that, according to
sheriff’s department data, the city of
West Hollywood had more than 700
traffic stops in 2019 for vehicle registration or license plate issues.
“The goal behind this is to deescalate situations to make sure that,
from a cost perspective, we’re making the best use of our resources,
both in terms of dollars and cents, but
also in terms of the time that our law
enforcement officials have to spend
on addressing and preventing crime

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

Retired Beverly Hills Police Department sergeant Jack Douglas was
remembered for 73 years of dedicated service to the department.

BHPD sergeant remembered

The Beverly Hills community is
mourning retired Beverly Hills
Police Department Sgt. Jack
Douglas, who died on Jan. 18, after
a long illness at the age of 78.
Douglas was hired by the BHPD
on Nov. 24, 1969, and retired on
Dec. 29, 2006. He served in the
rank of sergeant for 30 years.
Douglas’ son Jimmy has been a
deputy with the Ventura County
Sheriff’s Department for 14 years,

serving as a senior deputy and
SWAT team member. He recently
passed the test to become a
sergeant.
Douglas’ wife Diane, a former
administrative secretary in the
BHPD’s detective unit, said due to
COVID-19, only immediate family
members will be included in the
services. She plans to hold a memorial service for Douglas at a later
date when conditions safely permit.

L.A. selected as host for
Summit of the Americas
President Joe Biden announced
on Jan. 18 that the Ninth Summit of
the Americas will be held in Los
Angeles on dates to be announced
in June, with a focus on building a
sustainable, resilient and equitable
future.
Biden said the national interests
of the United States are inextricably
bound to well-being of the country’s closest neighbors. The ability
of democracies to close the gap
between what is promised and
delivered depends on what is done
together, he said.
The Summit of the Americas,
which takes place once every three
years, is the only hemisphere-wide
event convening leaders from the
countries of North, South and
Central America, and the

Caribbean. Working with the city of
Los Angeles, Mayor Eric Garcetti
and Gov. Gavin Newsom, the
United States will convene leaders
and stakeholders across the hemisphere to advance a shared commitment to economic prosperity, security, human rights and dignity.
Garcetti stressed the importance
of Los Angeles hosting the summit.
“Los Angeles has a rich history of
bringing the world together to share
ideas and celebrate what we all
have in common as members of the
global community,” Garcetti said.
“With our deep cultural and economic ties throughout the hemisphere, L.A. is the perfect host for
this gathering, and we know this
gathering will benefit our communities and our local economy.”

in our community,” she added.
The report referenced legislation
passed by the city of Philadelphia
that banned traffic stops for broken
brake lights, broken headlights, registration issues, driving without an
inspection or emissions sticker,
bumper problems and minor
obstructions, such as something
hanging from a rearview mirror.
“We’re not saying, necessarily,
no enforcement,” Horvath said.
“These are the types of issues that
can be enforced in other ways – perhaps with a mailed citation.”
Mayor Lauren Meister suggested
that the council wait to pursue any
action until it receives a report from
the Center for Policing Equity on
the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station. No timeline has been given
for the issuance of the report, however.
“I’m just wondering why we’re
not waiting to see that report,”
Meister added.
Shyne said the city should act
now and possibly implement additional initiatives after the report is
released.
“Given that the sheriff’s department data is part of [the advisory
board study], I can’t wait one more
day to provide justice for Black and
brown people that are being pulled
over at a higher rate, that are [experiencing] use of force at a higher
rate,” Shyne said.
Although the council wants more
localized data, it could be a long
time before the center releases the
report, Councilman John Erickson
said.
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The West Hollywood City Council is considering potential changes to
policies regarding traffic stops for low-level offenses.

“We’ve asked for it multiple
times, and I don’t feel confident that
it’s going to be coming back anytime soon,” he added.
Councilman John D’Amico
made the motion to direct the proposal to the city’s Public Safety
Commission. Meister reiterated her
interest in seeing the Center for
Policing Equity report prior to moving forward and was the lone no
vote.
West Hollywood Public Safety
Commissioner Robert Oliver told
the council that he supports the
idea.
“What might seem like a simple
traffic stop to some people can be a
matter of anxiety and uncertainty,
or even life and death, for people of
color in this country, especially, as

history shows, for Black men,” he
said. “In this context tonight,
though, we’re not talking about
dangerous moving violations like
speeding, running red lights or driving under the influence. We’re
talking about people getting pulled
over for hanging an air freshener
from the rearview mirror or forgetting to take their parking pass
down.”
According to the staff report, the
city has set a precedent in directing
the sheriff’s department to make
certain offenses low priority, such
as the investigation and arrest of
individuals who used medical marijuana in 1996. In March, the City
Council directed the department to
no longer target specific sex workrelated offenses.
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Tunneling continues under Beverly Hills

photo courtesy of the LAFD

Mayor Eric Garcetti announced the nomination of Deputy Chief
Kristin Crowley to replace retiring Fire Chief Ralph Terrazas.

First female fire chief
selected to lead LAFD

Mayor Eric Garcetti and Los
Angeles City Council President
Nury Martinez announced on Jan.
18 the nomination of the first
female chief for the Los Angeles
Fire Department.
Current LAFD Chief Ralph
Terrazas will retire after nearly 40
years of service, and Deputy Chief
Kristin Crowley, a top deputy with
22 years of service to the LAFD,
will be vetted as Terrazas’ successor. If confirmed by the City
Council, Crowley, who currently
serves as acting administrative
operations chief deputy and fire
marshal, will be the 19th fire chief
and the first woman to lead the
LAFD.
“We’re living through an
unprecedented moment that has
called on our fire department not
just to protect us – but to lead us in
the fight to overcome public safety
challenges we’ve never faced
before. At the same time, the
LAFD is leading a transformative
national discussion about strengthening equity and inclusion within
the firefighting ranks, and we must
overcome those internal challenges
too,” Garcetti said. “Throughout
her distinguished career, Kristin
Crowley has proven her brilliance,
determination and bravery on the
job again and again. She’s also
shown this city her heart, with her
tireless commitment to helping students access life-changing educational opportunities. There is no
one better equipped to lead the
LAFD at this moment than Kristin.
She’s ready to make history, and
I’m proud to nominate her as the
department’s next chief.”
“[This] is a big moment in this
city. For the first time in its history
the Los Angeles Fire Department
will be led by a woman,” said
Martinez, 6th District. “Chief
Kristin Crowley is known by her
colleagues and by this city as
someone who is dedicated, hardworking and goes above and
beyond what is expected of her.
This announcement is not just
important for the city of Los
Angeles, but for girls across L.A.
who never imagined they could
one day serve as chief of the Los
Angeles Fire Department.”
Crowley is the department’s first
female fire marshal and is the second woman to earn the rank of
chief deputy. In her current role,
she helped to develop a five-year
strategic plan to identify areas of
growth within the department and
foster a culture more open to
change. As chief, she plans to
broaden existing efforts and create
new mechanisms to foster equity

and inclusion in the department.
Crowley also serves as program
director for the LAFD’s youth
development program, has played
a key role in ensuring that over
1,000 LAUSD high school students continue their education.
“I am honored and humbled by
the opportunity to be the next fire
chief of the Los Angeles City Fire
Department and to lead the department into the future,” Crowley
said. “As the fire chief, if confirmed, I vow to take a strategic
and balanced approach to ensure
we meet the needs of the community we serve. We will focus our
efforts on increasing our operational effectiveness, enhancing
firefighter safety and well-being,
and fully commit to fostering a
diverse, equitable and inclusive
culture within the LAFD. Thank
you, Mayor Garcetti, Council
President Martinez and Chief
Terrazas, for entrusting me to lead
and to work with the dedicated
women and men of the finest
department in the world.”
Terrazas, who was sworn in as
fire chief in 2014, was the first
Latino to serve in the position. A
39-year veteran of the department,
Terrazas helped steer the city
through challenges and furthered
advancements and innovations
within the fire department, city
leaders said.
“Ralph Terrazas has dedicated
his life to keeping the people of
Los Angeles safe. For nearly 40
years, he has served our fire
department with bravery, determination and compassion for the
Angelenos he’s sworn to protect,”
Garcetti added. “I couldn’t imagine having anyone else as fire
chief, through some of the most
difficult fire and public safety
challenges L.A. has ever faced.
And when a once-in-a-century
pandemic hit, Ralph’s leadership
and bold action helped us save
countless lives. I am honored to
have served alongside him, and I
know the mark he’s left on this city
will never be forgotten.”
“It was a privilege to serve as
the fire chief of this world-class
department,” Terrazas added. “For
nearly eight years, we made considerable strides in technology,
implemented innovative ways to
respond to emergencies and
became a model for other agencies. Chief Crowley is an exemplary leader and has a broad base
of experience that will serve the
department well. Chief Crowley
has been successful at every position and I expect her success to
continue as the next fire chief.”

Metro is advising about subway
construction on the Purple Line
Extension project in January, including work at the western end of the
project in Westwood. Crews are
preparing a site at the VA Hospital
campus for a subway station. The
work includes well monitoring,
instrumentation, tree relocation, utility relocation and construction wall
installation. Piling work is also
occurring near Wilshire/Gayley for
the future Westwood/UCLA subway
station.
In Century City, crews are working near Constellation Boulevard and
Avenue of the Stars. The work
includes the relocation of sewers and
storm drains, station excavation and
traffic configuration. Partial traffic
lane closures will be required
overnight on Avenue of the Stars.
Excavation is underway for the
subway station beneath Constellation
Boulevard and completion is anticipated by the end of first quarter of
2022. Partial traffic lane closures are
in place on Constellation Boulevard.
In Beverly Hills, construction of the
underground Wilshire/Rodeo station
will be ongoing through 2024.
Deliveries of material, equipment
and concrete will continue daily.
Crews are working 24 hours underneath the deck. Above ground work
activities will require lane closures
on Wilshire Boulevard between El
Camino and Crescent drives.
Twin tunneling machines are currently excavating eastbound from the
site of the Wilshire/Rodeo station on
their way to the Wilshire/La Cienega
station. Geotechnical instrumentation is being installed along Wilshire
Boulevard to monitor the impacts of

LADWP honored
for promoting
sustainability

The Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power recently received
the 2021 Sustainable Purchasing
Award in the Special Initiatives
Category from the Sustainable
Purchasing Leadership Council, a
nonprofit procurement group.
The LADWP was recognized for
its leadership in improving the environmental, social and economic performance of its supply chain, specifically, the procurement of supplies and
services related to the city’s growing
electric vehicle infrastructure.
“We are so honored to receive this
award from a jury of our peers,” said
Nancy Sutley, senior assistant general
manager of external and regulatory
affairs and chief sustainability officer
for the LADWP. “We know that procurement must integrate environmental and social sustainability. Requiring
greenhouse gas reduction and grid
support through electrification of
vehicles and working with our suppliers to ensure they can support our initiatives enables us to contribute to a
safer, more equitable and environmentally sustainable world.”
As LADWP continues to meet sustainability goals throughout the
department, efforts to reach goals
within the supply chain have seen a
steady increase. In fiscal year 201920, the LADWP spent over $218 million on contracts for environmentally
preferable products, accounting for
approximately 25% of the money
spent on materials.
For information on the LADWP’s
sustainable
practices,
visit
ladwp.com/greenla.
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Work on the tunnels is occurring near the future Wilshire/La Cienega
subway station.

subway construction in Beverly
Hills.
At Wilshire/La Cienega, the work
includes subsurface investigation;
station appendage construction; concrete and material deliveries; and
instrumentation work, utility relocation and street maintenance. Work is
ongoing below ground and in staging
yards at Wilshire/La Cienega and
Wilshire/Gale. Gale Drive will be
temporarily closed through April
north of Wilshire Boulevard.
Beginning on Saturday, Jan. 22,
and continuing for approximately
two years, a K-rail work zone will be
installed in the middle of Wilshire
Boulevard between Courtyard Place
and Masselin Avenue in the Miracle
Mile. The work zone will support
construction in the tunnels below
Wilshire Boulevard, which will be
reduced to two lanes in each direction between Ridgely Drive and
Curson Avenue.

Station construction and decking
work is also ongoing at Wilshire/La
Brea, the site of another subway station. Work is occurring in the tunnels
in the area, where permanent rails are
being installed. Wilshire Boulevard
will continue to be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
Detroit Street and Highland Avenue
through Monday, April 4. Sycamore
Avenue will be closed immediately
south of Wilshire Boulevard.
Farther east, only two lanes are
open on Wilshire Boulevard between
Rossmore Avenue and June Street. A
K-rail work zone has been installed
in the middle of Wilshire Boulevard
between Muirfield Road and June
Street to support work in the tunnels.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net, or
visit metro.net.
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LGBT Center celebrates success of Center South

The Los Angeles LGBT Center’s
Center South is celebrating two
years of building connections and
trust in the community.
Located at 2313 W. Martin
Luther King Blvd., at the corner of
Second Avenue, Center South provides resources that otherwise
would not be available to people of
color in the LGBT community. All
of the programs and services are
free or provided at low cost. They
focus on serving the needs of young

men of color ages 12-29 who identify as queer, bi or gay, or don’t
identify as LGBTQ. There is also a
focus on services for trans women
of color.
“We understand a lot of traumas
Black and brown folks specifically
have gone through so we can sympathize and meet the clients where
they’re at,” said Christopher
Williams, who oversees medical
services at Center South. “It’s about
knowing our community and

Federal funds provide boost for
Metro transportation projects
The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority has been awarded $1.24
billion in American Rescue Plan
Act funds to help pay for expenses
incurred by the agency during the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
“L.A. Metro is deeply appreciative to U.S. Senators Dianne
Feinstein and Alex Padilla, our Los
Angeles County Congressional
Delegation, working alongside
President Biden and U.S. Secretary
of Transportation Pete Buttigieg,
for clearing the way for our agency
to be awarded $1.24 billion in
American Rescue Plan Act funds,”
said Metro Board Chair and Los
Angeles County Supervisor Hilda
L. Solis, 1st District.
Solis said Metro will use the
America Rescue Plan Act funds to

Back
by popular
demand for a
limited time!

benefit riders, including seniors,
persons with disabilities, and lowincome and transit-dependent individuals. The grant will support bus
and rail operations and maintenance, critical activities that will
ensure the transit system operates
safely, efficiently, reliably and sustainably, she added.
To keep transit capital projects on
track, the American Rescue Plan
Act also included $1.6 billion for
the Capital Investment Grant
Program,. The CIG Program in the
American Rescue Plan Act included over $275 million for Metro
transit capital projects, including
$218.5 million for the Purple Line
Extension project and $59 million
for the Regional Connector Transit
Project. For information, visit
metro.net.

knowing how we can meet them
where they’re at.”
Center South opened in January
2020 at a time when statistics
showed that one in four gay and
bisexual Latino men, and one out of
two gay and bi Black men, would
test positive for HIV sometime in
their lives if nothing was done to
curb transmissions. Approximately
1,000 people were tested for HIV in
2021 at Center South.
The center offers incentives such
as $25 American Express gift cards
to get tested. Center officials reported that one of the men who recently
was tested for HIV to get a gift card
learned he is HIV-positive, and
resisted initial attempts to get care.
“We were taken aback because
this is not a typical reaction,”
Williams said. “We basically had to
tell this guy, ‘If you don’t take this
medicine, you’re going to die.’”
Williams said the man refused
care because he does not identify as
gay, and was embarrassed that he
would be known as an HIV-positive
Black man. After being contacted
several times, the man finally
agreed to begin treatment for HIV
and is taking medication.
“It’s so important that this man
went from being embarrassed to
picking up the phone and saying,
‘I’m ready,’” Williams said. “When
I did see him, I said ‘I’m proud of
you, I’m happy you’re here.’ Those
are things our community needs to
hear. They need to hear that they’re
not alone because a lot of them may
feel that they are alone. We try to
wipe the stigma away, to break it

photo courtesy of the L.A. LGBT Center South’s Facebook page

A variety of resources and programs are available at the Los Angeles
LGBT Center’s Center South.

down and let individuals know that
it’s not their fault and this is not a
death sentence anymore. If they
start their medication immediately,
they’ll live a long and thriving
life.”
In addition to HIV and STI testing, services at Center South
include distribution of PrEP (preexposure prophylaxis) and PEP
(post-exposure prophylaxis), HIV
care, housing and employment
navigation, mental health services,
legal services, a drop-in space for
community meetings and events,

and a CyberCenter with new desktop computers, courtesy of the
David Bohnett Foundation.
Health care services were
expanded at the 5,500-square-foot
Center South a year ago with the
addition of telehealth primary care
visits. Last November, in-person
medical appoints resumed on
Tuesdays, and mental health
appointments became available on
Fridays.
For information, call (323)8603799, or email centersouth@lalgbtcenter.org.

ALL ABOARD THE

Blue Plate EXPRESS

dinners for 4 - $4995
Take Out • Delivery only!

#1 Blue Plate EXPRESS

Chicken Pot Pies -moist chicken, green peas, carrots,
potatoes and gravy topped with buttery crust
Mixed green salad with choice of dressing

#2 Blue Plate EXPRESS

Meatloaf – Topped with brown mushroom gravy
Creamy Mashed potatoes
Fresh Seasonal Vegetables

Open M-F
6:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 6 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.

#3 Blue Plate EXPRESS

Turkey Dinner - hand carved with all the trimmings
Creamy Mashed Potatoes
Fresh Seasonal Vegetables

#4 Blue Plate EXPRESS

Macaroni & Cheese Casserole, Bacon garnish

#5 Blue Plate EXPRESS

(2) Full Stacks – Buttermilk Hotcakes
Scrambled Eggs
Hash Browns
Bacon or Sausage
Freshly brewed Coffee
Add 5.00 for any Specialty Hotcakes
(Pie or Stack of Hotcakes not included)

Dinner for 4
includes a Whole Fruit Pie
or a Full Stack of Hotcakes!
Your Choice!

In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Order Direct or from
Chow Now • Postmates
DoorDash • Uber Eats

Follow Us!

@duparsfm
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Federal government expands
access to home test kits

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank) applauded the launch of a
federal program that enables people to have COVID-19 test kits
mailed to their residences.
President Joe Biden announced
plans to procure an additional 500
million COVID-19 rapid tests for
free home delivery through the program. Tests can be ordered by visiting
covidtests.gov
and
special.usps.com/testkits, and will
typically be shipped within 7-12
days of ordering.
“The unprecedented spread of
the omicron variant has made it
clear that we have entered a challenging new phase of this pandemic - one that requires a public health
response that evolves to meet the
severity and urgency of the
moment. An additional 500 million
COVID-19 rapid tests, alongside
the 500 million already promised,
will be critically important as we
continue to vaccinate the country
and combat the virus,” Schiff said.
“The federal government must do
everything it can in the coming
days and weeks to ensure these
tests reach people when they need
them and that they are accessible to
all. While the rapidly-changing
nature of the pandemic demands
we constantly reimagine our
response, we must remain vigilant
that no one is slipping through the
cracks. I look forward to introduc-

ing legislation soon that will ensure
our efforts to defeat this virus are as
comprehensive and equitable.”

“I urge everyone
to take measures
to protect
themselves and
their loved ones
by getting fully
vaccinated and
boosted.”
- U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff

The Biden administration is purchasing one billion at-home, rapid
COVID-19 tests that will be distributed free to homes. To promote
broad access, the initial program
will allow four free tests to be
requested per residential address.
To ensure equity and access for
all Americans, the Biden administration is also launching a call line
to help people unable to access the
website to place orders, and will
work with national and local community-based organizations to support the nation’s hardest-hit and
highest-risk communities in
requesting tests.
Schiff said last week, he led

Jewish Foundation leader
announces plan to step down
The
Jewish
Community
Foundation of Los Angeles’ longtime president and CEO Marvin I.
Schotland has announced he will
step down at the end of 2022.
One of the region’s longesttenured nonprofit executives,
Schotland has presided over a period of sustained growth and transformation since assuming his position
in 1989. Under his leadership, the
foundation’s total charitable assets
have grown from $90 million to
approximately $1.5 billion. In the
past dozen years, its grantmaking to
Jewish and general community
causes and programs locally, across
the nation and in Israel has totaled
approximately $1 billion. The
Jewish Community Foundation
ranks among Los Angeles’ 10
largest foundations and is one of the
largest Jewish community foundations in the U.S. as measured by
assets.
The foundation will form a committee of its board of trustees to lead
a national search for prospective
candidates to succeed Schotland.
“After 33 years of service to the
community, I have decided to step
down as president and CEO of the
foundation at the end of 2022,”
Schotland said. “When I accepted
this position in 1989, it never
occurred to me that this would
become the professional home
where I’d reside for nearly half of
the foundation’s existence. I am
enormously proud of the tremendous growth over the past three
decades and the impact of foundation grantmaking. But this has been
a team effort in every regard. It is
enabled by the tireless work of our
management team and staff, the
dedication of our lay leadership, the
support of our network of professional advisors and the passion of

Controller highlights vacant properties

photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Residents can register online to
have COVID-19 tests mailed to
them.

more than 50 colleagues in the
House of Representatives and
Senate in urging the president to
increase the supply of rapid tests
and removing financial and logistical barriers to access.
“I have been pleased to see the
administration take action on some
of our recommendations in just the
past few days, from procuring
these additional tests to announcing
plans to set up a phone line so those
without reliable broadband can
order free rapid tests and requiring
private insurers to cover up to eight
kits per month,” Schiff said. “I urge
everyone to take measures to protect themselves and their loved
ones by getting fully vaccinated
and boosted.”
For information, visit whitehouse.gov and schiff.house.gov.

In a report released on Jan. 12,
Los Angeles City Controller Ron
Galperin identified 26 available
properties owned by the city that
could be used to house and serve
people experiencing homelessness.
Galperin’s team examined and
evaluated thousands of properties
using specific criteria, such as size
and current use. He said that, while
Los Angeles is using a small portion of the land it owns to address
homelessness, there are at least 26
additional properties that the city
should explore using immediately.
Combined, the properties have
the potential to provide 1.7 million
square feet of space for interim
housing (tiny home villages, safe
parking or safe sleeping areas) or
to support facilities such as
restrooms, showers and laundry,
Galperin said.
“Homelessness is an existential
crisis for Los Angeles, and things
have only gotten worse during the
pandemic,” he added. “With tens
of thousands of people sleeping on
the streets nightly, the city must do
more to alleviate homelessness by
using the properties it owns. The
status quo is unacceptable. My
office took a fresh look at thousands of city properties and identified 26 that can be used right away
for interim solutions. These properties are big enough, unused or
vacant and could give shelter and
services to thousands of unhoused
Angelenos.”
Galperin has twice examined
Prop. HHH, a 2016 bond measure
that sought to construct up to

10,000 supportive homeless housing units. He said the billion-dollar
program is failing to meet its goals,
with just 1,100 units completed so
far and per-unit costs reaching as
high as $700,000.
U.S. District Court Judge David
O. Carter tasked the controller’s
office in May 2021 with reviewing
city-owned properties and determining which ones, if any, could
be used for “housing and sheltering the homeless.”
His order was part of the L.A.
Alliance for Human Rights case
that accused the city and Los
Angeles County of violating state
and federal laws in their response
to the homelessness crisis.
Although Carter’s order was later
vacated by the 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals, Galperin continued the
project.
Galperin reviewed approximately 8,000 city-owned properties listed in the database monitored by the
city’s
General
Services
Department. His team determined
parcel sizes through a matching
process with data from the L.A.
County assessor and identified
properties that met key criteria,
including having a minimum lot
size of 20,000 square feet and
being designated as “vacant” in the
database.
After following up with city
departments to question them
about each property on the list, the
controller’s office conducted site
visits to make basic observations
about property conditions, resulting in the final list of 26.

ORDER NOW FOR

Valentine’ sDay
photo courtesy of the Jewish Community

Marvin I. Schotland

our grantees. Of course, none of the
foundation’s success would be possible without the generosity of our
donors who are united in their commitment to tikkun olam (repairing
the world).”
Established in 1954, the Jewish
Community Foundation of Los
Angeles manages charitable assets
of $1.5 billion entrusted to it by
over 1,300 families.
“Marvin Schotland’s stewardship
has been pivotal in building the institution into a pillar of strength and
permanence for the benefit of our
communities, as well as propelling it
to preeminence as a funder of vital,
high-impact causes and programs,”
Foundation Board Chair Evan
Schlessinger said. “On his watch, the
foundation has achieved a national
reputation for not only the depth and
breadth of its grantmaking, but as a
paradigm for philanthropic innovation that is now looked to and leveraged by other community foundations and funders.”
For information, visit jewishfoundationla.org,

Call (818)359-8239
for appt. and orders
831 Foothill Blvd. , La Canada
bloomsbyemilyjilgco.com • emilyjilgco.com
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Bureau hires development officer

After a seven-month search,
Children’s Bureau of Southern
California, a nonprofit organization
that specializes in child abuse prevention, has announced the selection of Monica Lee Copeland as its
new chief development officer.
“We are excited to welcome
Monica Lee to Children’s Bureau as
she brings extensive experience in
fund development, business management, and marketing that we
know will strengthen the agency’s
ability to offer prevention programs
and services to any family in our
community that needs them,”
Children’s Bureau president and
CEO Dr. E. Ronald Brown said.
Copeland previously served as
the chief development officer for

Planned Parenthood of Pasadena
and San Gabriel Valley and the
Cerritos College Foundation. She
was also the chief marketing officer
at Stone Ally and the chief executive officer at MLC and Company,
where she led fundraising initiatives
for KidSave International, Pasadena
Pops Orchestra and Agape
International. Throughout her
career, Copeland has secured more
than $250 million in philanthropic
fundraising and billions for private
equity endeavors.
She is a certified fundraising
executive and holds a master of fine
arts from the Vermont College of
Fine Arts and a bachelor’s degree
from the College of Arts and
Sciences
at
Northwestern

University. She has a long history of
community involvement, philanthropy and volunteerism and is
active on several boards, including
the Foothills of Los Angeles Alumni
Association of Kappa Kappa
Gamma.
“As the proud mother of two
adopted children, I’m especially

Re “Suspect sought in murder
at La Brea Avenue store,” Jan. 13
Once again, a senseless random
murder [was committed] by one
of the many homeless criminals
roaming around our community.
This time, the victim is a 24-yearold UCLA graduate student
named Brianna Kupfer, who was
working her way through school
at the Croft House on La Brea
Avenue.
When do we stop treating all
homeless [individuals] as victims
and demand that our elected officials start considering the taxpaying residents?
Councilmember Koretz continues to give speeches, as he has
every time there is a senseless
violent crime in his district. Yet,
he has done nothing for years to
address the growing problem of
violent crimes caused by homeless [individuals] living on the
streets of our community.
Robert Cherno
Fairfax District

Beverly Hills’ mixed-use
ordinance still raises ire
Re “Beverly Hills mayor seeks
re-election,” Jan. 6 issue
I was surprised by the following comments of Wunderlich, that
he wants to maintain the “sophisticated village feel” of Beverly
Hills, to protect its residential
neighborhoods, that his vision
encompasses quiet, safe neighborhoods with a village feel, and
that he will continue prioritizing
residents and their quality of life.
These statements are disingenuous in view of the fact that
Wunderlich voted in favor of the
excessive mixed-use ordinance
which rezoned the main streets of
Beverly Hills, turning our city
control of development over to
the state. That is, upon the rezoning, the state density bonus program kicked in to supersede our
height limits, building standards
and parking requirements to
allow for greater height, lesser
building standards and lesser
parking requirements.
The aim of this ordinance was
greater density, height, more traf-

fic and less parking, which was
not what residents wanted. The
City Council majority, including
Wunderlich, referred to this goal
as an intention for a more vibrant
city. Of course, their rezoning
was set for the areas of the city
where they do not live.
The plan of the City Council
majority has not yet succeeded,
under the circumstances of the
pandemic and expense of building supplies, etc. However, we
remain at risk, and since the
mixed-use ordinance was passed,
the density bonus was increased
by the state from 35% to 50%,
and could increase further.
At least Wunderlich did not
claim that they took this action to
meet Regional Housing Needs
Assessment new housing requirements, in that he admitted they
began this plan long before
RHNA requirements. Further,
they unnecessarily rezoned for
about three-times the RHNA
requirements
Wunderlich also indicated that
he wanted to continue being
transparent in his decision making. However, prior to his voting
in favor of the mixed-use ordinance, he claimed that he was
undecided, which residents
doubt.
Last, he states that he wants the
public to be involved in council
actions. Then why did he participate in blocking residents’ desire
to exercise their constitutional
referendum rights, to allow the
residents of Beverly Hills to vote
on the mixed-use ordinance?
When the council passed the
mixed-use ordinance at the first
height of the pandemic,
Wunderlich and the other majority council members refused to
even discuss affording any consideration to residents who wanted to gather referendum petition
signatures to put the mixed-use
ordinance on the ballot, given the
impossibility of gathering signatures during the pandemic. In
fact, Councilmember John
Mirisch is the only council member who voted against the mixeduse ordinance and who urged the
council to accommodate residents
so they could exercise their constitutional rights to referendum.
Fortunately, there should be at
least two other residents stepping
up to run for City Council in the
hope that we can change the
council majority, including
Wunderlich. Stay tuned.
Darian Bojeaux
Beverly Hills

dren and families we serve.”
She will oversee all individual,
corporate and foundation giving,
fundraising campaigns and events.
Copeland will also be tasked with
growing unrestricted funding to
support the agency’s vision of children thriving in strong families and
communities.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

9040-9098 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD,
West Hollywood, California;
9001-9035 MELROSE AVENUE,
West Hollywood, California; and
601-633 N. ALMONT AVENUE,
West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

Proposed changes to the approved project’s design that involve the removal of gallery and showroom space, an increase of four residential units, a reduction of residential floor
area, an increase in office space, an increase in indoor and
outdoor dining space, and an increase in publicly accessible
outdoor space. (Melrose Triangle Mixed-Use Project)

PERMIT(S):

Development Permit Amendment, and any other required
permits.

APPLICANT(S):

Latham & Watkins, LLP

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, February 3, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.
This meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed instructions for participation included on the posted
agenda).

ZONES:

CC2 (Commercial, Community 2)

Letters to the Editor
Murder on La Brea
raises questions about
crime and homelessness

delighted to embrace working with
one of the oldest and most reputable
nonprofit providers of adoption,
foster care and child well-being services in California,” Copeland said.
“I look forward to building relationships with individuals who want to
invest their time, talent and treasure
in Children’s Bureau and the chil-

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Addendum to a previously certified Environmental Impact
Report.

CITY HALL is accessible by appointment only. The staff report will be available
on Thursday, January 27, 2022 at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice,
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the
Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of
the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to
express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Adrian Gallo, Associate Planner in the
Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:
agallo@weho.oeg
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-8486826.
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

National Cheese
Lovers Day at
Acapulco

A

capulco Restaurants is celebrating National Cheese
Lovers Day on Jan. 20 by offering a
complimentary queso appetizer
made with cheese, shrimp and
spinach. It’s available by mentioning “queso” when purchasing any
adult entrée. The offer is available
at all Acapulco restaurants for dinein, one free queso appetizer per
table. 722 N. Pacific Ave.,
(818)246-8175.

Vinovore online
wine course

C

oly Den Haan, one of L.A.’s
first female sommeliers and
owner of the female-forward wine
shop Vinovore, is bringing back her

four-week online wine course starting on Jan. 20. Each class includes
two bottles of wine made by
women, as well as the work sheets
for each session. On Jan. 20, Haan
and Zwann Grays will lead “Talk &
Taste Like a Wine Nerd!” Learn
how wine is structured and wine
vocabulary. On Jan. 27, Megan Bell
of Margins Wine leads “A Dive into
Natural Wine.” 4627 York Blvd.,
(323)274-4870 and 616 N. Hoover
St., (323)522-6713. vinovore.com.

Gusto Green opens

T

he plant-forward, omnivorefriendly Gusto Green, helmed
by the culinary team of Janet
Zuccarini (“Best Restaurant in
America” Felix Trattoria) and Chef
Michael Magliano (previously The
French Laundry, Quince, Jon &
Vinny’s and Animal) has partnered
with Ziese Farms to provide hemp
leaves for food. Together, they integrate nutrient-dense menu items

Uncle Louie’s
Meat Balls

$6.98 per lb.
Polla Asada
$4.98 per lb
with this ad • exp. 1/26/2022
6333 W. Third St.
In The Original
Farmers Market

323.938.5131

marcondas.com

that include crispy, chickpea-battered whole hemp leaf. Highly
regenerative and rich in potassium
and omega-3, the leaves are crafted
with bold, bright, fresh flavors
throughout the menu. 718 S. Hill
St., (323)218-0294.

Break Up Bar
is back

T

aking over Severance at
Palihotel Melrose, Break Up
Bar is offering a four-week pop-up
experience, and an anti-Valentine's
Day Champagne celebration.
Featured are a wall of broken relationships, a mini art exhibit of relics
of Valentine’s Day past, and a 10foot projection screen showing
classic break-up movies. The
enhanced menu includes themed
cocktails, champagne and festive
punches, along with cakes, dessert
fondues and cookie towers. Tickets
are $22 and include a complimentary welcome sparkling drink and
themed cocktail. Additional food
and beverages are available for purchase a la carte. Outdoor seating is
offered on the heated front patio.
The Break Up Bar also holds

photo courtesy of Randy’s Donuts

Celebrate the Rams’ playoff success with Randy’s special doughnut.

Randy’s Donuts and the Rams

I

nglewood’s world-famous Randy’s Donuts is baking football shaped
raised donuts filled with Bavarian cream for game day. They are a
sweet tailgating treat or dessert during the post season. Each donut is
$3.25 and can be ordered online by visiting randysdonuts.com. Sign-up
for Randy’s Rewards loyalty program to receive 20 points immediately.
Earn one point for every $1 spent on online orders. The Rams doughnut
is available at all Randy’s locations including the original store at 805
W. Manchester Blvd., (310)645-4707.

Griddle at Home!

h
Add Fresfor
Berries ra!
$5 ext

Our World Famous Hotcake Batter!
32 oz. - $11.98 • 16 oz. - $9.98
includes melted butter & syrup
Call Now to Order!

In the Original
Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8447 Bakery
(323)933-8446 Restaurant
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brunch every Sunday from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Prepaid reservations for
parties of two to five are available.
7950 Melrose Ave., (323)424-3055.

Succulent Brunch
at Viceroy Santa
Monica

T

he Juicy Leaf, a boutique
Highland Park plant shop, will
hold a succulent building class on
Sunday, Jan. 30, at 11 a.m. at the
Viceroy Hotel. Sit under the palms
on the outdoor patio at Sugar Palm
restaurant and enjoy brunch while
constructing a succulent arrangement to take home. The special
event is $65 and includes a Green
Bloody Mary or The Botanist cocktail. The bar will also serve mocktails such as the Wellness Well
made with Seedlip Garden, aloe
vera, cucumber and lime, and the
Spiced Pear. Felix Navarro, owner
of The Juicy Leaf, will guide attendees in making the arrangements.
For those wishing to dine after the
class, a special sunrise menu will be
available for attendees that includes
coastal avocado toast and vegetarian Beyond burgers. Reserve a spot

on OpenTable. 1819 Ocean Ave.,
(310)260-7500.

NORMS new menu

I

n celebration of Feb. 2, 2022,
NORMS is offering the Four
Deuces breakfast with two eggs,
two strips of bacon, two sausages
and two hotcakes for $2.22. The
two-hour-and-22-minute special is
available from 7-9:22 a.m. on Feb.
2 at all NORMS restaurants. 470 N.
La Cienega Blvd., (310)657-8333.

Prix-fixe dinner at
ALK Restaurant

F

rom Saturday, Feb. 12, through
Monday, Feb. 14, ALK
Restaurant is offering a special
prix-fixe dinner featuring a large
selection fish and meat entrées, as
well as plant-based and vegan
options enhanced with bright and
fresh seasonal produce. Located at
The Godfrey Hotel Hollywood, the
ambiance provides a romantic
vibe. It’s movie night on
Valentine’s Day on the I/O rooftop,
with a marathon of classic romantic films. Al fresco dining will be

offered at the sophisticated oasis
for couples. 1400 N. Cahuenga
Blvd., (323)762-1000.

Redbird Valentine’s

O

n Sunday, Feb. 13, and
Monday, Feb. 14, Chef Neal
Fraser and his team are preparing a
celebratory three-course dinner
with optional wine pairing in the
main dining room, garden and
lounge. A choice of entrée is
offered and a salt and pepper dark
chocolate cremeux with cherry ice
cream is available for dessert. The
special menu is $148 per person,
with an optional wine pairing for an
additional $75. Bar seats are available on a first come, first served
basis with a la carte items available.
On Valentine’s Day, Fraser is offering a special tasting menu in the
East Room featuring Ossetra
caviar, diver scallops, black truffle
gnocchi, bacon-wrapped saddle of
rabbit, Japanese A5 wagyu rib eye
and dessert. The price is $250 per
person and the multiple course dinner can be paired with wine for an
additional $100. 114 E. Second St.
For reservations, call (213)7881191, or visit exploretock.com/redbirdla.

photo courtesy of Dear Bella Creamery Bon Bons

Order Dear Bella Creamery Bon Bons for Valentine’s Day.

Dear Bella Creamery bon bons

T

reat yourself or a loved one to Dear Bella Creamery bon bons for
Valentine’s Day. They are offering edible gifts covered with a glossy
chocolate coating and topped with a sprinkle of each bon bon’s filling.
There are six bon bons per box, and flavors include cookies ’n cream and
strawberry fields with vanilla ice cream and jammy strawberry sauce.
They are dipped in dark chocolate and topped with freeze-dried strawberries. Dear Bella Creamery also makes red velvet cupcakes with cream
cheese frosting ice cream and fresh baked red velvet cupcake crumbs,
speckled with shaved chocolate and dipped in white chocolate. Bon
Bons are $11.95, and available in-store or online to be picked up Feb. 114. 1253 Vine St., (323)848-4672.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Jan. 9 and Jan. 15. The information was compiled from crimemapping.com.
To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los Angeles Police
Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and the
Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department
Jan. 9

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8800 block of Santa
Monica at 9:30 p.m.

At 9:16 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 100 block
of N. Gale.

At 11:13 p.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 1200 block of
Sweetzer.

Jan. 10

Jan. 10

An unknown suspect committed a
commercial theft in the 8300 block
of Wilshire at 12:05 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 900 block of N.
Hancock at 8:30 a.m.

At 2:46 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 200
block of N. Rodeo.

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle in the 900
block of N. Sweetzer.

Jan. 11

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle in the 900 block of N.
Kings at 8:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 700 block of
Rexford at 10:58 a.m.

At 9:17 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7900 block of Santa Monica.

At 6:08 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8400
block of Fountain.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle in the 8800 block of Sunset
at 10 p.m.
At 11:50 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
8900 block of Santa Monica.

Jan. 15
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8300 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 900 block of
Hancock at 4:30 p.m.
At 5:44 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1000
block of Laurel.

Los Angeles Police
Department
Jan. 9
At 12:30 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 800 block of
S. Fairfax.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1700 block of
Vine at 1 a.m.

the corner of Shenandoah and
Olympic.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 700 block of Vine at 2:15
p.m.
At 5:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
6600 block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 500 block of N.
Lucerne at 6:59 p.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a bicycle in the 1500 block of
Wilcox.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle in the 700 block of N.
Orlando at 8:40 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle in the 1100 block of Sierra
Alta at 5:08 a.m.

At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7800
block of Sunset.

At 5:10 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle in the 300
block of N. Fairfax.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Curson
and Melrose at 11 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5900 block of
Franklin at 2:15 p.m.

Jan. 11

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1200
block of N. Fairfax.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1700 block of Orchid at
5:20 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6700 block of
Hollywood at 3:05 a.m.

Jan. 12

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8300 block of Santa
Monica at 5:20 a.m.

At 11:59 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Willoughby and
Vine.

At 5:43 a.m., an attempted burglary was reported in the 700 block
of N. Alfred.

At 10 a.m., a suspect assaulted a
victim during a domestic violence
incident in the 8400 block of De
Longpre.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Highland and Melrose at 2 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle in the 8600 block of
Holloway at 6:50 p.m.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 9000
block of Alcott.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 400 block of
Crescent at 10:58 a.m.

At 7:24 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7100 block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Ogden and Whitworth at 7:25 p.m.

At 12:14 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 9800
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 800 block of West
Knoll at midnight.

Jan. 10

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 700
block of Wilcox.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 300 block of N.
Rodeo at 1:45 p.m.

Jan. 12

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1100 block of S. La Cienega.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of N.
Orange at 4 p.m.

At 3:16 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8400 block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8700 block of W.
Third at 4 a.m.

At 4:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8500
block of Beverly.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Cynthia and Palm at 6 p.m.

At 4:03 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a bicycle in the 700 block of
N. Alfred.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 100 block of N La
Cienega at 7:50 p.m.

Jan. 13

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Olympic and Cochran at 7 a.m.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1700
block of N. Cherokee.

At 8:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle in the 8700
block of Alden.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1800 block of
Grace at 10 p.m.

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8600
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 5600 block of Sunset at
10 a.m.

Jan. 12

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8900 block of Santa
Monica at 4 a.m.

At 10:40 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
1400 block of N. Highland.

Jan. 9

At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 9500 block of Pico at
10:55 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1000 block of San
Vicente at 10:45 a.m.

At 11:23 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
600 block of N. Rossmore.

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle near the corner of La Brea and Willoughby.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 5500 block of
Sunset at 12:30 p.m.

An assault was reported in the
1000 block of N. Vista at 5:30 p.m.

At 12:40 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near

At 2:58 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 9600 block
of Wilshire.

Jan. 15
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 100 block of S.
Crescent at 2:15 a.m.
At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of N. Bedford.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9400 block of
Olympic at 5:19 p.m.

At noon, an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle in the 1100
block of N. Detroit.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8200 block of De
Longpre at 5:25 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1100 block of N. Harper.

At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.

Jan. 14

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle in the 1200 block of
Seward at 11:15 p.m.

At 3:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1700
block of Argyle.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Santa
Monica and Wilshire at 9:30 p.m.

At 3:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1000
block of Roxbury.

At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 900
block of N. El Centro.

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle near the corner of Genesee and Ogden.

Jan. 11

Jan. 13

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 7000 block of
Yucca at 7 p.m.

Jan. 13

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1200
block of N. Fairfax.

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 200 block of N. Doheny at
midnight.

At 6:20 p.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 7000 block of
Franklin.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 300 block of
Hauser at 8 p.m.

At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7900 block of Blackburn.

At 6:23 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 200
block of N. Rodeo.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6600 block of
Santa Monica at 5:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5500 block of
Wilshire at 9 a.m.
At 11:45 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
6100 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect committed a
robbery in the 8500 block of
Beverly at 1:50 p.m.

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1100
block of S. Redondo.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of N.
Larchmont at 9:55 a.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of La Mirada and Cole.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle in the 600 block of N.
Fairfax at 4:30 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 500
block of S. Fairfax.
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Restaurant Association grant
application process opens

The
National
Restaurant
Association
Educational
Foundation has begun accepting
applications for more than $1 million in scholarships and grants available to individuals pursuing a secondary degree in the restaurant,
foodservice and hospitality industry.
NRAEF scholarships and grants
seek to lighten the financial burden
of secondary education and support future leaders in the industry.
In 2021, NRAEF awarded $1.1
million in scholarships and individual grants to more than 300 students at more than 130 colleges
and universities across 44 states
and territories.
Nearly 60% of 2021 scholarship
recipients were Black, Indigenous
and People of Color, half were
first-generation college students
and 70% were women.
“I plan to use my education to
open up my own high-end pastry
shop that gives back to the community in a meaningful way, both by
employing people with barriers to
employment through job training
programs and also by giving a percentage of proceeds back to the
community,” said Stephanie Loo, a
2021 NRAEF scholarship recipient
who is majoring in baking and pastry arts at the Institute of Culinary
Education. “My dream to own a
pastry shop is an opportunity to
bring joy to a neighborhood and
grow employees from all walks of
life. The financial assistance
through NRAEF is a huge help in
realizing both my short-term and

African American Film Critics award winners announced

long-term career goals.”
NRAEF scholarships range from
$2,500 to $10,000 and can be used
toward tuition and fees, books and
room and board, as well as other
school-related expenses. There is
no age restriction.

“These scholarships are
intended to help the
next generation
of leaders in our
industry realize their
dreams through
higher education.”
Rob Gifford
NRAEF president

All who are pursuing higher education in a restaurant, foodservice
and hospitality-related field are
encouraged to apply, including
recent high-school graduates, military service members, adults looking to make a career change or
individuals at various education
levels.
“These scholarships are intended
to help the next generation of leaders in our industry realize their
dreams through higher education,”
NRAEF president Rob Gifford
said. “Their resilience, talent and
energy will be crucial in the years
ahead, and I hope everyone eligible
will take the time to apply.”
To
apply,
visit
ChooseRestaurants.org/Scholarshi
ps. Applications are due by March
15.

“King Richard” and “The
Harder They Fall” each won four
African American Film Critics
Association Awards, with “King
Richard” taking top honors for
Best Actor (Will Smith), Best
Supporting Actress (Aunjanue
Ellis), Breakout Actor (Saniyya
Sidney) and Emerging Director
(Reinaldo Marcus Green).
“The Harder They Fall” won
Best Picture, Best Ensemble, Best
Music (Jeymes Samuel, Kid Cudi,
Jay-Z) and Best Director (Jeymes
Samuel). Other winners included
Best Actress Jennifer Hudson
(“Respect”), Best Supporting
Actor Corey Hawkins (“The
Tragedy of Macbeth”), Best
Screenplay (“Don’t Look Up”
written by Adam McKay), Best
Independent Feature (“Who We
Are”) and Best Documentary
(“Summer of Soul”).
Winners will be celebrated at the
13th annual AAFCA Awards on
March 2 at the SLS Hotel in Los
Angeles with a limited capacity
audience and other health and safety protocols in place.
“It’s been a fantastic year for
film,” AAFCA president and cofounder Gil Robertson said. “Just
having passed the two-year mark
of a global pandemic, great entertainment means more to all of us
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Jennifer Hudson won Best Actress for her performance in “Respect.”

than ever before. This year’s
AAFCA winners not only entertained us, but educated and
inspired us, and we’re looking forward to celebrating them at the
AAFCA Awards.”
Several special achievement
awards will be announced in the
coming weeks, including the
Cinema Vanguard Award, the
ICON Award, AAFCA’s Stanley &
Karen Kramer Award for Social
Justice, the Building Change

Albarn performs at concert hall

The Los Angeles Philharmonic has announced that
Damon Albarn will play a one-off U.S. concert in support of his recently released second solo album, “The
Nearer the Fountain, More Pure the Stream Flows” at 8
p.m. on Jan. 24 at Walt Disney Concert Hall.
The album evolved during the pandemic into 11 new

Award presented by Lowes and the
Innovator Award presented by
Nissan.
Established in 2003, AAFCA is
the premiere body of Black film
critics in the world, actively
reviewing film and television, with
a particular emphasis on entertainment that includes the Black experience and storytellers from the
African diaspora.
For
information,
visit
AAFCA.com.

tracks, having been originally conceived as an orchestral piece inspired by the landscape of Iceland.
For his performance at Walt Disney Concert Hall,
Albarn will perform on piano, accompanied by a string
section, playing songs from his new album alongside
selections from his vast songbook of Blur, Gorillaz,
The Good, the Bad & the Queen and various solo and
collaborative works. For information, visit laphil.com.

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

Ways to subscribe

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

Subscribe now & receive a
complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places”
magazine!

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003
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LACO presents contemporary and classical works
The Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra, led by Music Director
Jaime Martín, showcases works by
award-winning contemporary composer Jessie Montgomery, Mozart
and R. Strauss on Saturday, Jan. 29,
at 8 p.m. at the Ambassador
Auditorium in Pasadena.
Although LACO has previously
performed at the venue, acclaimed
for stellar acoustics, it will be
Martín’s first time conducting at the
auditorium.
The program opens with “Strum”
by Montgomery, whose work combines American folk idioms and
elements of dance and movement.
Martín also conducts Strauss’
orchestral suite “Le bourgeois gentilhomme” and Mozart’s “Sinfonia
concertante for Four Winds” in Eflat major, showcasing LACO principals Claire Brazeau, oboe;

Kenneth Munday, bassoon; Joshua
Ranz, clarinet; and Michael
Thornton, horn. The concert marks
the final LACO performance by
Munday, the orchestra’s longest
serving current musician, who
joined at age 23 and will be retiring
after anchoring the bassoon section
for 46 years.
“It is thrilling for LACO to
return to Ambassador Auditorium
with an eclectic and compelling
program that spotlights the orchestra itself,” Martín said. “It will also
be a bittersweet evening as we celebrate the incredible musical legacy of Ken Munday, who has been
an integral part of LACO helping
to shape the distinctive sound of
the woodwind section for more
than four and a half decades. His
impact on the orchestra is profound and will be felt for decades

to come.”
“We salute Ken Munday for his
historic contributions to LACO
during his lengthy and fruitful
tenure and wish him all the best
in his well-deserved retirement,”
LACO Executive Director Ben
Cadwallader said. “This will no
doubt be an emotional evening
for the orchestra and our
patrons.”
Munday was appointed LACO
principal bassoon by Sir Neville
Marriner in 1976, becoming the
orchestra’s youngest principal player at the time. Marriner encouraged
Munday and other principals in the
orchestra to form a baroque ensemble, Musical Offering, which subsequently performed throughout the
United States, Puerto Rico and
Canada, and made three recordings
for Nonesuch featuring music by

Vivaldi, Telemann and J.S. Bach
and his sons. Munday was also a
founding member of the Los
Angeles Chamber Orchestra
Winds, and was featured on the
solo bassoon part in a recording of

Richard
Strauss’s
“Duet
Concertina” with clarinetist David
Shifren.
Tickets start at $29 and may be
purchased by calling (213)622
7001 ext. 1, or visiting laco.org.

PaleyFest L.A.
returns to
Hollywood

their continued support in making
PaleyFest possible.”
The casts and creators of the
shows are also excited about the
event.
“All of us at ‘Superman & Lois’
are absolutely thrilled to be a part of

PaleyFest this year. We’re excited
to discuss season two with everyone,” said Todd Helbing, creator,
showrunner and executive producer
of “Superman & Lois.”
“As we head toward the end of
our first season, we are thrilled to be

a part of PaleyFest,” said Joe Port
and Joe Wiseman, showrunners of
“Ghosts.” “We are honored and
privileged to spend our days making
‘Ghosts’ with our incredible cast,
and we look forward to celebrating
in person with the show’s fans who

make it all possible.”
Tickets are available now for
Paley Center for Media members
and Citi card holders.
The Dolby Theatre is located at
6801 Hollywood Blvd. For information, visit paleyfest.org.

The Paley Center for Media has
announced the lineup for the in-person return of PaleyFest L.A. from
April 2-10 at the Dolby Theatre in
Hollywood. Tickets go on sale to
the public on Friday, Jan. 21, at 7
a.m. and will be available by visiting paleyfest.org.
The 39th annual PaleyFest L.A.
features exclusive behind-thescenes conversations with stars of
popular TV shows, screenings of
special preview and premiere content, never-before-seen TV footage
and an interactive Q&A sessions
with festival attendees. The festival
features appearances by the casts
and creative teams behind many
popular shows including “This Is
Us,” “Superman & Lois,” “blackish,”
“Ghosts,”
“The
Neighborhood,” “Hacks,” “Cobra
Kai,” “Riverdale,” “Better Call
Saul,” “NCIS: Los Angeles,”
“NCIS: Hawai’i” and “Emily in
Paris.”
“We are thrilled to announce the
full lineup for the 39th annual
PaleyFest L.A., the can’t-miss
spring festival celebrating creative
excellence in television,” said
Maureen J. Reidy, president and
CEO of the Paley Center for Media.
“PaleyFest returns in person to the
Dolby Theatre for the first time in
three years, offering Paley members and devoted TV fans a oncein-a-lifetime experience with the
stars and creative talent behind
some of television's biggest hits.
We thank our friends at Citi, the
William S. Paley Foundation and
our studio and network partners for

RFQUAL 22-350-22
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
WORKS
345 FOOTHILL ROAD
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA
90210
REQUEST FOR
PREQUALIFICATION OF
BIDDERS AND
PREQUALIFICATION
INSTRUCTIONS FOR:
MULTIPLE ROOFING PROJECTS
Notice is hereby given that the City
of Beverly Hills (“CITY”) has determined that all bidders for the Multiple Roofing Projects (“Project”) must
be pre-qualified prior to submitting a
bid on the Projects. It is mandatory
that all Contractors who intend to
submit a bid, fully complete the prequalification questionnaire, provide
all materials requested herein, and
be approved by the CITY to be on
the final qualified Bidders list.
No bid will be accepted from a Contractor that has failed to comply with
these requirements. If two or more
business entities submit a bid as
part of a Joint Venture, or expect to
submit a bid as part of a Joint Venture, each entity within the Joint
Venture must be separately qualified
to bid.
A contractor (C39 license) is the
prime contractor for this project, and
the prime contractor will need to
subcontract with the appropriate
contractors for a turnkey project.
Contractor’s questionnaire and
forms can be downloaded from the
City’s PlanetBids portal:
https://www.planetbids.com/portal/p
ortal.cfm?CompanyID=39493
The item is listed as:
MULTIPLE ROOFING PROJECTS
The last date to submit a fully completed questionnaire is 5:00 PM
Tuesday, February 15th, 2022.
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The casts and creators of many
popular TV shows will be included
in this year’s PaleyFest L.A.

All qualification submittals are required to be submitted electronically
via Planet Bids. The electronic submittal system will close exactly at
the date and time set forth in this request for qualifications. Contractors
are encouraged to submit prequali-

fication packages as soon as possible, so that they may be notified of
omissions of information to be remedied or of their prequalification status
in
advance
of
the
prequalification deadline for this
Project.
The CITY will use these documents
as the basis of rating Contractors
with respect to whether each Contractor is qualified to bid on the Project, and reserves the right to check
other sources available. The CITY’s
decision will be based on objective
evaluation criteria.
The CITY reserves the right to adjust, increase, limit, suspend or rescind the prequalification rating
based on subsequently learned information. Contractors whose rating
changes sufficiently to disqualify
them will be notified, and given an
opportunity for a hearing consistent
with the hearing procedures described below for appealing a prequalification rating.
While it is the intent of the prequalification questionnaire and documents required therewith to assist
the CITY in determining bidder responsibility prior to bid and to aid the
CITY in selecting the lowest responsible bidder, neither the fact of prequalification, nor any prequalification
rating, will preclude the CITY from a
post-bid consideration and determination of whether a bidder has the
quality, fitness, capacity and experience to satisfactorily perform the
proposed work, and has demonstrated the requisite trustworthiness.
For any questions regarding the
questionnaire and the qualification
package contact the Project Manager, Karen Domerchie (email:
kdomerchie@beverlyhills.org).
The prequalification packages submitted by Contractors are not public
records and are not open to public
inspection. All information provided
will be kept confidential to the extent
permitted by law. However, the contents may be disclosed to third parties for purpose of verification, or
investigation of substantial allegations, or in an appeal hearing. State
law requires that the names of contractors applying for prequalification
status shall be public records sub-
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Music Director Jaime Martín will lead the Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra in a performance of works by composer Jessie Montgomery.

ject to disclosure, and the first page
of the questionnaire will be used for
that purpose.
Each questionnaire must be signed
under penalty of perjury in the manner designated at the end of the
form, by an individual who has the
legal authority to bind the Contractor
on whose behalf that person is signing. If any information provided by
a Contractor becomes inaccurate,
the Contractor must immediately notify the CITY and provide updated
accurate information in writing,
under penalty of perjury.
The CITY reserves the right to waive
minor irregularities and omissions in
the information contained in the prequalification application submitted,
and to make all final determinations.
The CITY may also determine at
any time that the prequalification
process will be suspended for the
Project and the Project will be bid
without prequalification.
Contractors who submit a complete
prequalification package will be notified of their qualification status no
later than ten business days after
submission of the information.
The CITY may refuse to grant prequalification where the requested information and materials are not
provided by the due date indicated
above. There is no appeal from a refusal for an incomplete or late application, but re-application for a later
project is permitted. Neither the
closing time for submitting prequalification packages for this Project will
be changed in order to accommodate supplementation of incomplete
submissions, or late submissions,
unless requested by the CITY in its
sole discretion.

notice to the CITY of its appeal of
the decision with respect to its prequalification rating, no later than two
business days following notification
that it is not pre-qualified. The notice of appeal shall include an address where the Contractor wishes
to receive notice of the appeal hearing. Without a timely appeal, the
Contractor waives any and all rights
to challenge the decision of the
CITY, whether by administrative
process, judicial process or any
other legal process or proceeding.
If the Contractor gives the required
notice of appeal, a hearing shall be
conducted no earlier than five business days after the CITY’s receipt of
the notice of appeal and not later
than five business days prior to the
date of the Notice Inviting Bids for
this Project. Prior to the hearing, the
Contractor shall, in writing, be advised of the basis for the City’s prequalification determination.
The hearing shall be conducted by
a panel consisting of three members
of the Department of Public Works
senior management staff (the “Appeals Panel”). The Appeals Panel
shall consider any evidence presented by the Contractor, whether or
not the evidence is presented in
compliance with formal rules of evidence. The Contractor will be given
the opportunity to present evidence,
information and arguments as to
why the Contractor believes it
should be pre-qualified. Within one
day after the conclusion of the hearing, the Appeals Panel will render a
written determination as to whether
the Contractor is pre-qualified. It is
the intention of the CITY that the
date for the submission and opening
of bids will not be delayed or postponed to allow for completion of an
appeal process.

In addition to a contractor’s failure to
be pre-qualified pursuant to the
scoring system set forth in the prequalification package, a contractor
may be found not prequalified for either omission of or falsification of,
any requested information.
Where a timely and completed application results in a rating below
that necessary to pre-qualify, an appeal can be made by the unsuccessful Contractor. An appeal is
begun by the Contractor delivering

published January 20, 2022
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Pandemic cinema reaches an all-time low
n The ‘Citizen Kane’ of

bad Christian movies
deserves no love, not
even a hate watch

The worst is yet to come,
according to “2025: The World
Enslaved by a Virus,” a Z movie
hiding in the bowels of online
media. Rather than summarize the
premise myself, how about the
kinda-sorta filmmakers speak for
themselves.
“The world as we know in 2020
does not exist anymore,” the exposition reads at the start. “The virus
changed everything. Communism
is all over the place. A global state
developed, meetings are illegal,
travel is illegal, and Christianity is
illegal.”
Wait, what’s that last point? A
slew of pandemic flicks have
already arrived, but this dumpster
fire presents a dystopian future
plenty of conservative evangelical
Christians predict, and all of Fox

News’ greatest boogeymen take
center stage.
Before I go further, I should
share a bit of bio I’ve mentioned in
this column before, even if so
briefly. I don’t approach a film like
this as an outsider. I’m a pastor’s
kid, seminary graduate and church
member. And films like this – nearly all Christian films, for that matter
– make my blood boil.
Bad art has that effect on me. But
Christian films that receive at least
a limited theatrical run enjoy more
production value and much better
quality than this. That doesn’t make
them good, just a touch more polished.
Everything about “2025” – quite
literally all of it, from music, acting, editing, cinematography, performances, props – is a nightmare.
Even the iTunes Store summary
spoils the ending, which I have no
qualms with revealing since my
primary goal is to keep you all from
supporting this bovine waste.
“A group of Christians are trying
to
overthrow
the
World

photo courtesy of Wesely Bros

“Communism is everywhere” as “2025” begins, though how it spreads
like a virus is never addressed.

Government by spray-painting the
ichthys on fallen leaves,” the
description reads. “They meet a bitcoin miner who helps them mail
out DVDs of sermons. They are
then caught and executed.”
I have so many questions about
the choices here. The transition
from a small group talking God to
the hero – played by co-director,
co-writer, producer, editor and
mediocre special effects tech
Joshua Wesely – tagging the city in
the name of Jesus.
As for “2025’s” particulars, my
words won’t suffice. Instead, I call
on my first witness, an astute IMDb
user, who calls it “the kind of
movie where the protagonist flubs
one of his lines during his big, dramatic speech at the film’s halfway
point, a hacker can apparently do
anything but is also shown using
Wikipedia, Google Image search
and Word documents, and a cover
of ‘Amazing Grace’ is rapped over
(terribly, at that).”
Some other user highlights
include “boring propaganda,”
“astonishingly detached from reality” and “huh?” IMDb comment
sections aren’t normally a kind
place, plenty targeting the most
beloved of television media, but the
anonymous folks who suffered
through “2025” got it right this
time. Besides, this film deserves no
grace.
Frankly, I can’t fault the brother
production team behind “2025” too
much. This is a genre often devoid
of creativity. Along with biblical
adaptations, inspirational stories
and whatever Kirk Cameron vomits

Theatre 40 moves play reading series online

Theatre 40 has announced that
its upcoming Monday Night
Seminars series will be held on
Zoom, rather than in-person.
Each program will feature a
play reading by Theatre 40 actors,
followed by a Q&A session. The
theme is “strange plays for
strange days.” The series will be
moderated by Melanie MacQueen
and John Leslie. All programs are
at 7 p.m. on Mondays.
The series launches on Jan. 24
with “Call Me Waldo” by Rob
Ackerman. Lee Fountain is an
ordinary electrician, but his boss
doesn’t appreciate him. His wife
keeps correcting him, and his life
seems to have lost all meaning.
But when Lee starts channeling
the spirit of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, everyone wakes up.
On Jan. 31 Theatre 40 presents
“Meteor Shower” by Steve
Martin. Corky and Norm are
excited to host Gerald and Laura
at their home in a valley outside
Los Angeles to watch a once-in-alifetime meteor shower. But as the
stars come out and the conversation begins, it becomes clear that
Gerald and Laura might not be all
that they appear. Over the course
of a crazy, starlit dinner party, the
wildly unexpected occurs.
“Netherlands”
and
“The
Bohemian Seacoast,” both by
Don Nigro, premiere on Feb. 7. In
“Netherlands,” Van Gogh sits in
the rain on a park bench in the

shadow of a windmill. A Dutch
girl wearing wooden shoes and
carrying a pail joins him. She is
obsessed with tulips and all things
Dutch. He is hallucinating and
gives her a little wooden coffin.
(It looks like a dried Apricot, but
is actually his ear.) Then, this play
begins to get weird.
In “The Bohemian Seacoast,”
the mad Shakespearean scholar
Delia Bacon has devoted her life
to proving that his plays were
actually written by her namesake,
Francis Bacon. Ignored by all, she
talks her way into Shakespeare's
tomb and intends to spend the
night digging up evidence to support her theory. She does not
expect the Bard himself to appear,
or others who can’t believe a poor
actor from Stratford could have
written such plays.
On Feb. 28, the series continues
with “Edith in the Dark” by Philip
Meeks. Celebrated children’s
author Edith Nesbit escapes her
annual Christmas Eve soiree and
finds herself in her attic writing
room with a young male guest and
Biddy Thricefold, her loyal
housekeeper. The trio decide to
observe the festive tradition of
reading scary stories to help ward
off wicked spirits, choosing the
stories penned by Nesbit herself.
As they breathe life into the terrifying creations, all is not as it
seems.
“Bloomsday” by Steven Dietz,

will be held on Mar. 7. Robert
returns to Dublin to reunite with
Cait, a woman who captured his
heart during a James Joyce literary tour 35 years ago. Dancing
backwards through time, the older
couple retrace their steps to discover their younger selves.
A series of one-act plays to be
announced will held on Mar. 14,
followed by “Six Years Old” by
Sam Silbiger on Mar. 21.
Adalaide is 6 years old and is
frustrated by her babysitter, Kim,
and younger brother, Dewey. She
does not like being treated like a
girl.
Though
Kim
takes
Adalaide’s frustrations seriously
and tries to offer support,
Adalaide’s family and peers discourage her, leaving her to seek
out dangerous measures to transform into who she was born to be,
her hero, Han Solo.
The series concludes on Mar.
28 with “The Fever” by Wallace
Shawn. The nameless narrator of
the blistering monologue lies ill
and alone in a dreary hotel room
in a poverty-stricken country. A
political execution is about to take
place beneath his window. Far
from the glib comforts of his own
life, he struggles with memories
and his own conscience, which
are challenged by the misery and
poverty around him.
All programs are free, but donations are accepted. For information, visit theatre40.org.
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“God's Not Dead” (2014) popularized gaslighting in Christian films.

out, there’s a whole lotta gaslighting.
“2025” wouldn’t exist without
the “God’s Not Dead” trilogy,
which elates at the fictional anxiety
that the educated elite, the government or them libs are out for the
largest religion in the world. Their
favorite tactic is the concocted,
contrived scenarios with simple
answers and simpler enemies.
This pandemic film presents that
martyr complex with higher stakes
but less thinking. The most thought
probably went into researching the
premise. It ain’t easy to copy and
paste that many looney complaints
from anti-vax Facebook groups and
then translate them into a screenplay with even less human emotion.
Add to that Wesely, a creepy
German fellow on his own. While
the social media buzz around
“2025” gained traction, an
Instagram screenshot featured

Wesely next to his then-girlfriend
of four years turning 18.
Apparently 14 is the age of consent
there, but “a thing doesn’t have to
be illegal to be hair-raising and
gross,” Patheos’ Mary Pezzulo
writes in her review.
Part of me views this experiment
in self destruction in the same vein
as “The Room,” the quintessential
film so bad it’s charming. Nope,
can’t do it. This is shameful in both
quality and substance, and only
exists to incite the fear, even if it
fails to do much at all.
It’s no threat. But plenty of its ilk
are. All those self-righteous, spiteful sermons brimming with hate
and misinformation while they
parade as films belong nowhere.
Alas, some will find solace in
“2025,” praising it for boldly confronting a major current event even
if production falls flat. To that I
cringe. To that I’m embarrassed.
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Grant supports concert of music by chorale legends

The Los Angeles Master Chorale
will receive a $45,000 Grants for
Arts Projects award from the
National Endowment for the Arts to
support “United We Sing,” which
will be led by guest conductor
Rollo Dilworth on May 8, at 7 p.m.
at the Walt Disney Concert Hall.
“United We Sing” showcases the
breadth and vitality of the shared cultures that are included in America.
Dilworth, one of choral music’s most
dynamic leaders, returns to the master chorale after appearing as guest
conductor in 2018’s “Big Sing
California,” the largest choral event
in state history. Highlights include
music from choral legends Alice
Parker and Mary Lou Williams, as

well as music by Dilworth.
The Los Angeles Master
Chorale’s project is among 1,248
projects across America totaling
$28,840,000 that were selected to
receive this first round of fiscal
year 2022 funding in the Grants for
Arts Projects category.
“The National Endowment for
the Arts is proud to support arts
projects like this one from the Los
Angeles Master Chorale that helps
support the community’s creative
economy,” NEA Acting Chair Ann
Eilers said. “The Los Angeles
Master Chorale is among the arts
organizations nationwide that are
using the arts as a source of
strength, a path to well-being, and

providing access and opportunity
for people to connect and find joy
through the arts.”
“We are incredibly grateful to the
NEA for their continued support,
especially throughout the pandemic period,” said Jean Davidson,
president and CEO of the Los
Angeles Master Chorale. “‘United
We Sing’ is a special program that
upholds the master chorale’s commitment to supporting a multiplicity of voices through communal and
celebratory singing.”
The Los Angeles Master Chorale
is led by Kiki and David Gindler
Artistic Director Grant Gershon.
For information, visit arts.gov and
lamasterchorale.org.
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The grant will support the Los Angeles Master Chorale’s “United We
Sing” performance in May.

Audiences have a final shot to see ‘Hamilton’

Producer Jeffrey Seller has
announced that the Los Angeles
production of “Hamilton” will conclude its more than 6-month
engagement at Hollywood Pantages
Theatre on Sunday, March 20.
Performances began in Los
Angeles on Aug. 17 for the second
“Hamilton” production in the world
to reopen after the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Most recently, select performances of the Los
Angeles production were cancelled
upon discovery of COVID-19
breakthrough cases backstage.
Performances of “Hamilton” are
currently scheduled to resume on
Wednesday, Feb. 9.
“For all of us, the road to getting
performances of ‘Hamilton’ up and
running for our audiences was a true
demonstration of that timeless
adage the show must go on,”
Hollywood Pantages Theatre and
Broadway in Hollywood General
Manager Jeff Loeb said. “The combination of hard work, a commitment to health and safety, clear
communication and positive think-
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“Hamilton” will conclude performances at Hollywood Pantages Theatre
on March 20.

ing were the key elements that
helped all of us execute a successful
reopening of our theater and this
glorious production. We commend
our community of theatergoers,
actors, stagehands and ushers who
helped us raise that curtain, and who
will help keep that curtain up in Los
Angeles as new Broadway entertainment continues to grace our
stage.”
“Hamilton” is the story of

Greenway Court Theatre
prepares to open

Pierson Blaetz and Whitney Weston, co-founders of the Melrose
Trading Post, celebrated the opening of the Greenway Court Theatre
in this photograph in the Jan. 6, 2000, issue of the Beverly Press and
Park Labrea News. Founded in 1997, the weekly Melrose Trading
Post raises funds for arts programs at Fairfax High School. At the
time, Blaetz and Weston were also searching for a place to hold theater
productions to better connect the school and the community. They
found a vacant building on the campus and the school district allowed
them to renovate it into the Greenway Court Theatre. Located at 544
N. Fairfax Ave. and operated by Blaetz and Weston’s nonprofit
Greenway Arts Alliance, the theater has evolved into a space for student and professional productions. The Greenway Arts Alliance stays
true to its mission of uniting communities through art, education and
social enterprise, and still holds productions and educational programs
at the Greenway Court Theatre.

America’s
founding
father
Alexander Hamilton, an immigrant
from the West Indies who became
George Washington’s right-hand
man during the Revolutionary War,
and was the new nation’s first
Secretary of the Treasury.
Featuring a score that blends hiphop, jazz, blues, rap, R&B and
Broadway, “Hamilton” is the story
of America then, as told by
America now.
The Hollywood Pantages Theatre
is located at 6233 Hollywood Blvd.
Tickets for “Hamilton” start at $39
and are available by visiting
BroadwayInHollywood.com/Hamil
tonLA.
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Jane Lynch. Left, and Kate Flannery were scheduled to appear in
“Two Lost Souls” at The Wallis.

The Wallis cancels cabaret show

The Wallis Annenberg Center
for the Performing Arts has canceled “Two Lost Souls,” a show
that was scheduled on Thursday,
Jan. 20, at 7:30 p.m. starring Jane
Lynch and Kate Flannery. The
Wallis is closely monitoring

health and safety protocols and
decided to cancel the show due to
unforeseen circumstances. Ticket
holders are encouraged to contact
The Wallis’ Ticket Services at
(310)746-4000, or visit thewallis.org/souls.
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Museum commemorates Holocaust victims Sundance Institute honored

In the wake of a rise in antiSemitism, Holocaust Museum
Los Angeles is holding a virtual
commemoration of International
Holocaust Remembrance Day and
the anniversary of the liberation
of Auschwitz on Thursday, Jan.
27, at 6 p.m. The event is presented in partnership with the
Consulate General of Israel in Los
Angeles.
The program will begin earlier at
11 a.m. that day with a virtual talk
by Auschwitz survivor David
Lenga. Born in Lodz, Poland, in
1927, Lenga and his family were
confined to a ghetto in the suburb of
Strykow, where they spent the first
two years of World War II. Lenga’s
family was later forced to move into
the Lodz Ghetto, where he was
eventually separated from his mother and younger brother. In 1944, he
was sent to Auschwitz and later to a
labor camp in Bavaria. Lenga and a
few other prisoners escaped and hid
throughout southern Germany until
they were liberated by American
troops in May 1945.
Recognized by the United
Nations, International Holocaust
Remembrance Day commemorates
the Holocaust and marks the date

with ACE Golden Eddie Award
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A program on International Holocaust Remembrance Day and the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz will be held on Thursday, Jan. 27.

that Auschwitz was liberated. The
museum’s commemoration will
include a presentation with Pavel
Belsky, who will discuss the layout
and function of Auschwitz from his
unique perspective as a cartograph-

JERDE hires new director

The JERDE Partnership, an architecture and urban planning firm,
announced on Jan. 13 that it has
hired Peter Priebe as chief executive
officer. Priebe replaces Paul
Martinkovic, who has retired after 32
years at the firm.
Priebe comes to JERDE from
WATG, a large global architecture
firm with projects in 160 countries,
where he was chief operating officer.
He has also served as WATG’s chief
financial officer and interim chief
executive officer. Prior to joining
WATG, Priebe worked at Stantec, a
publicly traded planning, engineering and architecture firm, where he
was corporate controller.
“We are incredibly fortunate Peter

accepted our offer to become
JERDE’s chief executive officer,”
JERDE chairman Phil Kim said. “It
was important for us to find an internationally respected business executive with the global experience needed to lead our firm. In addition to his
vast experience, Peter’s inclusive
approach brings renewed energy to
our company at a time when we are
looking to grow, in a time of great
change.”
Martinkovic postponed his retirement for more than a year to navigate
the firm though the COVID-19 pandemic and search for a proper
replacement.
Under Martinkovic’s leadership,
JERDE has opened several foreign
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Aladdin meets Princess Jasmine and stumbles upon a magic oil lamp
that unleashes a powerful, wisecracking genie in the classic 1992
Disney film “Aladdin.”

El Capitan presents special
engagements of ‘Aladdin,’ ‘Hercules’

The El Capitan Theatre in
Hollywood welcomes Disney’s
“Aladdin” for a special engagement running from Friday, Jan. 21,
through Sunday, Jan. 30, and
“Hercules” running from Friday,
Feb. 4, through Sunday, Feb. 6.
The films will be presented by
Disney+ and include Pajama Party
screenings on Saturdays and
Sundays at 10 a.m.
During the Pajama Party screenings, guests can enjoy breakfast in
a reserved seat while wearing fam-

ily-friendly pajamas. Each audience member will receive a muffin, cereal, yogurt and juice or coffee. Tickets are $25 for all ages.
Daily showtimes are 10 a.m., 1
p.m., 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. The El
Capitan Theatre has enhanced
health and safety measures in
place for guests and staff.
Tickets are $12. The El Capitan
Theatre is located at 6838
Hollywood Blvd. For information
and tickets, call (800)DISNEY6,
or visit elcapitantickets.com.

er. Dr. Hillel Newman, Consul
General of Israel to the Pacific
Southwest Region, will also speak
during the event.
For information and registration,
visit holocaustmuseumla.org.
offices, expanding the firm’s global
reach, and also transitioned the firm’s
headquarters to an award-winning
space in downtown Los Angeles.
JERDE has designed award-winning destinations such as Santa
Monica Place, Bellagio in Las Vegas,
the Mall of America in Minnesota
and Universal CityWalk in Los
Angeles.

American Cinema Editors will
present the Sundance Institute
with its highest honor, the ACE
Golden Eddie Award, at the 72nd
annual ACE Eddie Awards ceremony on March 5 at the ACE
Hotel in Downtown Los Angeles
The ACE Golden Eddie Award
traditionally recognizes a filmmaker who exemplifies distinguished achievement in the art and
business of film, but ACE broke
tradition for the first time in its
history this year by recognizing a
film organization.
“This year, the ACE Board
voted to honor an entity rather
than an individual,” ACE president Kevin Tent said. “Since
1981, the Sundance Institute has
launched some of the most talented and vital voices in global
film. Having just celebrated their
40-year
anniversary,
the
Sundance Institute’s impact on
our art and industry is immeasurable. ACE is proud to recognize
their extraordinary contributions
to cinema.”
Founding senior director of
artist programs Michelle Satter
will accept the honor on behalf of
the Sundance Institute. Past recipients of the Golden Eddie include
Quentin Tarantino, Kathleen
Kennedy, Christopher Nolan,
Lauren Shuler Donner, Guillermo
del Toro, Spike Lee, Vince
Gilligan, J.J. Abrams, Nancy
Meyers, Martin Scorsese, Norman
Jewison, Robert Zemeckis and

George Lucas.
As a champion and curator of
independent stories for film and
media, the nonprofit Sundance
Institute provides and preserves a
space for artists in film, television,
emerging media, live performance
and film composing to create and
thrive. Actor and director Robert
Redford founded the institute in
1981 to foster independence, risktaking and new voices in
American film. That year, 10
emerging filmmakers were invited
to the Sundance Resort in the
mountains of Utah, where they
worked with leading writers,
directors and actors to develop
original independent projects.
The Sundance Institute provides
25 labs and intensives, grants
exceeding $3 million and ongoing
mentorships and professional
development that supports more
than 900 artists each year. The
Sundance Film Festival, held each
January, introduces a global audience to groundbreaking work and
emerging talent in independent
film.
The Sundance Institute also
recently launched Sundance
Collab, a digital community platform that provides year-round
learning opportunities for global
creators developing new work
through courses, master classes,
live events and a video library of
curated resources.
For information, visit americancinemaeditors.org.
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Academy Museum app launches
The Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures on Jan. 12
announced a partnership with
Bloomberg Philanthropies, which
has offered funding to support the
development of the museum’s
wide-ranging digital engagement
platforms.
“The Academy Museum’s digital platforms will be an expansion
of the museum’s dynamic, diverse
and immersive visitor experience,”
Academy Museum director and
president Bill Kramer said. “As
part of that, our new app will connect users with the art and artists
of cinema and the creative, collaborative process of filmmaking via
audio tours from film artists and
scholars and curated augmented
reality experiences. It will
enhance the visit for museumgoers and reach a wide audience
beyond the museum campus. We
are tremendously grateful to our
partners
at
Bloomberg
Philanthropies who have made the
full scope of our digital engagement possible.”
The museum’s digital platforms
include its website, academymuse-

um.org, a comprehensive online
portal where users can access
details of exhibitions, film screenings, public programs and an
Academy
Awards
History
Timeline.
Users can also discover digitized
archival content and in-depth highlights from the Academy Museum’s
permanent collection, including the
Tyrannosaurus rex dinosaur input
device used during the production
of “Jurassic Park.”
Through such collection highlights, as well as archive-based digital projects like the timeline, the
museum’s website will connect visitors to an ever-growing set of digitized works on paper and still and
moving images from the collection
of the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences, housed across
the Margaret Herrick Library,
Academy Film Archive and the
Academy Collections.
“The Academy Museum’s varied
digital platforms provide dynamic
ways to experience the collection
and learn more about the storytellers, image makers and artists
who contribute to the world of cin-

ema,” said Katherine Oliver, a
member of the Academy Museum
board and a media and entertainment principal with Bloomberg
Associates,
Bloomberg
Philanthropies’ pro bono consultancy that works in cities around the
world. “Bloomberg Philanthropies
is pleased to support this initiative,
which will help expand the reach
and impact of the museum.”
Expanding upon the museum’s
core exhibition, “Stories of
Cinema,” the app will include narrated audio tours from actor
Whoopi Goldberg and casting
director Kim Coleman. The museum’s chief artistic and programming officer Jacqueline Stewart has
voiced the museum’s core curatorial tour, which will be available in
English, Spanish, Mandarin,
Cantonese, Japanese and Korean.
The Academy Museum’s digital
platforms also support augmented
reality technology, in which visitors
will also be able to use the app to
bring to life objects on view in the
exhibitions. AR experiences launch
with the animation of praxinosxope
and fantascope images, bringing to

GSWEC co-chair announced
Jennifer Jorge has been named as
co-chair of the Southern California
Geriatric Social Work Education
Consortium. She currently serves as
director of community services at the
Motion Picture and Television Fund,
where she has worked since 2006.
Jorge started at GSWEC as an
intern. She has held teaching posts
at the University of California, Los
Angeles, and California State
University, Northridge, and conducted research at UCLA Geriatric
Medicine.
In the volunteer leadership role,
Jorge will help guide initiatives of
the nation’s first integrated regional
network aimed at improving geriatric social work education and
field training. The inter-organizational collaboration currently
involves eight Southern California
schools of social work and 12 nonprofit agencies comprising centers
of excellence, where internship

field placements occur.
“The overarching goal of
GSWEC’s internship program is to
increase the number of students who
specialize in working with older
adults by developing ‘aging- rich’
field internships in the graduate social
work education programs within both
Los Angeles and Orange counties,”
GSWEC co-chair June Simmons
said. “Jennifer’s experience as both
an intern herself in the program and
now as a supervisor of GSWEC
interns at MPTF provides our program with invaluable insights.”
Simmons serves as president and
CEO at the Partners in Care
Foundation, which is the founder
and home of GSWEC and also a
GSWEC field placement center of
excellence.
“Ultimately, we are working to
increase the number of social workers
prepared to be leaders in the field of
aging,” she said. “Jennifer is a shining
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Armando Huipe

such as Center Theatre Group, Yale
Repertory Theatre, REDCAT, the
Los Angeles Philharmonic and the
Latino Theater Company.
He formerly served as producer
for the national Latinx Theatre
Commons, a flagship program of
HowlRound Theatre Commons at
Emerson College.
Huipe earned his master of fine
arts in theater management at the
Yale School of Drama, where he
served as managing director of Yale
Cabaret and was on the executive
committee of the Graduate and
Professional Student Senate.
He consulted on the universitywide equity, diversity and inclusion
initiative, Belonging at Yale, and
was given a semester-long fellowship at Yerba Buena Center for the
Arts working with Jon Moscone
and Marc Bamuthi Joseph on the
2018 YBCA 100 Summit.
Huipe is a founder of the Latinx
Theater Alliance/Los Angeles.
“We are thrilled to have
Armando Huipe join us in this new
chapter of our growth and development,” Skylight producing artistic
director Gary Grossman said.

life pre-cinematic optical toys featured in the temporary exhibition
“The Path to Cinema.”
Soon, visitors will be able to dissect film scenes, such as a seminal
fight sequence from Bruce Lee’s
“Enter the Dragon” and gain a
clearer understanding of essential
tools such as the animator’s desk
and the multiplane camera.
The museum app will also feature content made available to

museum visitors through locationaware technology. App users will be
able to explore the museum using
interactive maps that provide a variety of tools to connect with museum locations including exhibitions,
theaters, the Academy Museum
Store and Fanny’s, the museum’s
restaurant and café.
The app is available to download
for iOS and Android on the Apple
Store and Google Play.

MAK Center presents Posehn exhibit
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Jennifer Jorge

example of how that process has
worked, and we are incredibly
pleased to have her serving as cochair of the consortium.”
The Southern California Geriatric
Social Work Consortium was
founded in 1998, and since then, it
has graduated more than 800
advanced practice individuals. For
information, visit picf.org/ partnersin-action/gswec.

Skylight hires new executive director
Skylight Theatre Company has
announced Armando Huipe as its
new executive director, effective
immediately. Huipe moves into the
position most recently occupied by
Sandee Grossman, who now serves
as managing director.
Prior to joining the Skylight
team, Huipe worked as an independent arts management consultant in
Los Angeles, supporting companies
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The Academy Museum of Motion Pictures has updated its app.

“Armando’s expertise in arts management is a wonderful asset to our
already strong and diverse team.”
Skylight’s collaborative 2021/22
season with Playwrights’ Arena
continues with several new plays
being offered.
“Apartment Living” by Boni B.
Alvarez opens March 12 and delves
into behavioral changes in forced
captivity during the pandemic in
Los Angeles.
The third show of the season will
soon be announced. The new play
will open in May, followed by the
final show of the season, which is
slated to be “Lavender Men,” an
emancipation play by Roger Q.
Mason, opening in August 2022.
All guests and staff are required
to wear a mask and provide proof
of full COVID-19 vaccination,
along with a government or educational institution issued photo identification. Health and safety measures, based on evolving conditions
and applicable protocols, are subject to change at the companies’
discretion.
For information, visit skylightheatre.org.

The MAK Center for Art and
Architecture presents “Inverted
Dome,” an exhibition of new work
by Los Angeles-based artist Kristin
Posehn at the Mackey Apartments
Garage Top. “Inverted Dome” is an
inquiry into the dynamics of light,
technology and perception generated by public architecture.
The exhibition’s central feature
is an installation that reimagines
the U.S. Capitol Dome as an inverted, open and almost unrecognizable structure made of mirror,
reflecting both the environment
and itself.
Images of the Capitol Dome are
continuously propagated by media
organizations of all kinds – reproduced on web pages, news broadcasts and social feeds – as if the
building’s image has come to represent structures of power that are
otherwise too abstract to locate.
The room-sized installation is a
container for holding and focusing
light and its refractions, becoming
a site for reflection on virtual medi-

ation and transparency.
“Inverted Dome” references historical works of California light and
space, augmented realities, architectures of the metaverse, considerations of public and private space,
presence and absence, “Monument
to the Third International” by
Vladimir Tatlin, cryptography,
information theory and the mediation of power in daily life.
The exhibition includes a
sequence of digital studies that will
be released online throughout the
duration of the show, along with a
publication, which together suggest
new spatial and experiential possibilities for public architecture.
“Inverted Dome” is organized by
Aurora Tang. The exhibition is
made possible with the support of
the Pasadena Art Alliance.
The opening reception for the
exhibit will be from 4 to 6 p.m. on
Jan. 22 at the Mackey Apartments
Garage Top, 1137 S. Cochran Ave.
For information, visit makcenter.org.

Rainy
Season
is here!
Call Now!

Full Serivce Residential and
Commercial Roofer
Locally owned & operated since 1925.
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts
• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood
(323)469-2981
www.supremerooﬁng.com

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

21 January 20, 2022

Arrest made after award announced Preparedness programs praised
From page 1
Moore said detectives from the
West Bureau Homicide Unit recovered video from the store that
showed the suspect exited through a
rear door and fled northbound in an
alley behind buildings on the east
side of La Brea Avenue.
Detectives also recovered video
in the surrounding neighborhood
that shows the suspect walking in
the area and entering other stores on
La Brea Avenue and Beverly
Boulevard around the time of the
murder. Police posted video of the
alleged suspect in a 7-Eleven store
that can be viewed by visiting
youtu.be/dUPi1wemums.
“As a father, as a police professional and just as a human being,
the unimaginable pain that [the
family] must be going through, losing a 24-year-old daughter who had
a bright and optimistic future … to
have that taken away in this brutal
homicide, I can’t imagine that
pain,” Moore said.
Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, called the
murder a senseless tragedy and
announced the city committed
$50,000 to the reward. Anonymous
donations brought the reward to
more than $250,000, he said. It was
unknown if the reward was a factor

From page 1
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Investigators remained at the crime scene for hours on Jan. 13, searching for clues in the murder.

in the arrest.
“This horrible murder was an
attack on our way of life, on civil
society and our neighborhood,”
Koretz said.
A vigil for Kupfer is scheduled
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. on Jan. 20 in
front of Croft House. Participants

are encouraged to bring signs, candles and flowers.
Anyone with information about
the murder is urged to call West
Bureau Homicide Unit detectives at
(213)382-9470. During weekends
and off-hours, call the LAPD at
(877)LAPD247 and (877)TIPS247.

Newsom highlights state’s volunteer investments
On Jan. 17, Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, Gov. Gavin Newsom
encouraged all Californians to
honor the civil rights leader by taking part in a volunteer opportunity
to improve their community.
“On this day, we take a moment
to reflect on Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s life and his vision of a
beloved community. He believed
that everyone has a part to play in
creating a kinder, united community,” said Newsom, who issued a
proclamation declaring Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Day. “California is
at its best when communities are
empowered, and every individual
can play a role in creating that
beloved community.”
As part of his California
Blueprint, Newsom has proposed
additional
investments
in
California's service and volunteer
programs.
The proposal includes expanding
foster grandparent and senior companion volunteer programs by
engaging more older adults in volunteer service that benefits schools,
families and communities across
the state.

It also aims to support goals
established by California’s 10-year
Master Plan for Aging and create
national models that demonstrate
the power, value and success of
older adult volunteerism.
Investments would benefit the
Foster Grandparent Program,
which will pair older adult volunteers with children of all ages for
intergenerational mentoring, tutoring and connections, and the Senior
Companion Program, which will
connect older adults to address
social isolation and create peer-topeer support systems in independent living.
Further, the blueprint would
build neighbor-to-neighbor networks in California that would
expand the state’s existing volunteer infrastructure and bolster the
statewide neighbor-to-neighbor
initiative to recruit, train, equip and
organize neighbors to address community needs.
It would also harness the community mobilization and connections resulting from the pandemic
to build upon the service model to
respond to crises like floods, fires

and other rapid-response disasters
and community needs.
Lastly, the blueprint would
increase ongoing funding for the
California Climate Action Corps. It
would permanently fund the country's first statewide Climate Action
Corps Program at its existing funding level of $4.7 million to help
empower Californians to take
meaningful action against the
harshest impacts of climate change.
It would also support the mission
of empowering youth to engage in
service that advances climate
actions in their communities, cultivates change and leaves a lasting
impact.
Throughout the pandemic, the
administration established programs that trained individuals to
work within their own communities to be a part of the solution,
Newsom said. The administration
also launched campaigns encouraging communities and locallybased organizations to help engage
individuals to address various
aspects of the pandemic, including
public awareness campaigns, he
added.

Experts warn against intentional COVID-19 exposure
As the highly contagious omicron
variant surges COVID-19 cases to
record highs, some residents have
wondered aloud if they should
intentionally get the virus in the
hope of developing immunity.
Absolutely not, Cedars-Sinai
experts said.
“It sounds like playing with fire to
me,” Cedars-Sinai hospitalist Dr.
Nicole Van Groningen said.
Even though the omicron variant
appears to be causing a milder illness among many vaccinated people, it can still lead to a severe case
of COVID-19, especially among the
unvaccinated as well as cancer and
transplant patients and others with
weakened immune systems.
“There is no guarantee you’ll
have a mild case,” Van Groningen
said. “Some people still get really
sick and need to come to the hospi-

tal. Others feel really miserable at
home. Some patients say it’s worse
than the worst flu they ever had.”
Van Groningen added that there
are a lot of new treatments coming
out that have recently been
approved by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration that might be
helpful to people who have a mild
disease and could prevent a serious
illness. But, the medications are not
widely available yet, are only prescribed for high-risk patients and
are in short supply. Meanwhile,
many of the most commonly used
medications for treating COVID-19
in the past have proved less effective against the omicron variant.
If residents get COVID-19, they
can unknowingly spread it to others
who could get much sicker, said
infectious disease expert Dr.
Catherine Le, co-director of the

Cedars-Sinai COVID-19 Recovery
Program.
“You might be young, otherwise
healthy and do fine,” Le said. “But,
let’s say you don’t know exactly
when you got COVID-19 or when
you became infectious, and you
give it to someone in your family or
the community who is at risk for a
bad outcome. It’s very hard to control.”
Le added that the natural immunity one develops after being ill with
COVID-19 is not any better than the
immunity provided by vaccination,
according to scientific data.
“If you’re searching for immunity, why not just get vaccinated? And
anyone who is eligible for a booster
shot should get one,” she said.
“Vaccination is the most potent
weapon we have against this pandemic.”

Bosse in 2020, JICBH is a grassroots campaign to organize residents in the event of a disaster,
which could cause medical
response delays of up to 72 hours
for police and fire departments.
The program divides the city
into nine zones, and each contains
a meeting area, where residents
can seek emergency medical supplies and other assistance, Barton
said. He said Just In Case BH is
working to find health care workers to assign to each zone.
“We’re also breaking into zones
so we can train by zones,” Barton
added. “Neighbors get to know
neighbors, and [we can] even go
into the granular level with blocks.
Police, fire will come out and provide training, whether it’s stopthe-bleed training, disaster preparedness, how to use a fire extinguisher – that type of stuff – at the
block level so the neighbors are
really going to get to know each
other.”
He said JICBH has been doing
a lot of outreach since 2020 and
has secured several community
partners, such as the Beverly Hills
Chamber of Commerce. It has
also completed a draft of its customizable emergency manual,
which was provided to the council. Barton said organizers are also
working on an app.
“We’re always reaching out to
the community to let them know
what’s going on and how they can
get involved in their communities,” he added.
JICBH has also developed firstaid and disaster kits, and it continues to revamp its website, the fire
chief said.
JICBH
proponent
Vera
Markowitz said the initiative has
blossomed into “one of the most
innovative emergency preparedness programs in the country.”
She said it began as an effort to
organize Community Emergency
Response Teams, Neighborhood
Watch groups and a communications component under one entity.
“Accurate information … will
be shared in real-time, abating
fears and eliminating rumors,”
Markowitz said. “Reporting suspicious criminal activity to our
police is vital to fighting crime.
In this time of skyrocketing criminal activity, Just In Case BH preserves and extends communication with the police department.”
Barton
also
referenced
Community
Emergency
The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention recommends that
everyone age 5 and older should get
a COVID-19 vaccination, and anyone 12 and older should get a booster shot when eligible.
One of the most serious potential
consequences of getting infected is
that up to 30% of people who
become ill develop lingering symptoms, also known as “long COVID19.” Le and her colleagues in the
COVID-19 Recovery Program and
the Post-COVID-19 Cardiology
Clinic have treated hundreds of such
patients, many of whom are young
and experienced only mild COVID19 symptoms.
“You don’t have to have COVID19 really bad to get all these potentially really severe and debilitating
symptoms that can last for over a
year,” Le said. “A wide variety of
people can get it, including adolescents. Young, healthy people make
up a lot of our clinic.”

Response Team programs as a
way for residents to get involved.
He cited an incident in which a
woman, who had previously
undergone a fire extinguisher
safety course, put out a fire at her
office in West Hollywood.
“[The Los Angeles] County
Fire Department provides fire
service to West Hollywood, but
she did such a great job, they
reached out to us to let us know
that she probably saved that
building by the training she
received and what she did,”
Barton said.
Stainbrook said Neighborhood
Watch has been around nearly 50
years, and that Beverly Hills has
had groups since at least the
1980s. According to a staff
report, the Beverly Hills program
had been without a community
relations sergeant for two years
until December. Stainbrook said
he is now looking to revitalize the
program.
“Essentially what we do is
train members of the community
on crime trends, how to communicate with each other and law
enforcement,” he added. “We do
a lot on crime prevention and
reporting suspicious behaviors to
law enforcement. … Really, the
goals are to reduce crime and do
that in partnership with the community.”
Stainbrook said a large part of
the Neighborhood Watch is following up on serious crimes and
incidents. For example, the community relations sergeant reached
out to local synagogues after the
hostage situation at a synagogue
in Texas last week, he said.
“Because we don’t have
enough personnel … to run it like
a very formalized structure, we
depend on the citizens to run the
Neighborhood Watch groups in
their own areas,” Stainbrook
added.
Bosse thanked all of the organizers behind the programs and
both chiefs for promoting them.
She also praised the draft emergency manual developed by Just
In Case BH.
“This is exactly what we
need,” Bosse added.
For information on Just In
Case BH, call (310)281-2754 or
visit justincasebh.org.
For
information
on
Neighborhood Watch, call
(310)285-2916 or visit beverlyhills.org/neighorboodwatch.

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

Dr. Nicole Van Groningen

She said that some long-COVID19 patients of working age are on
disability for at least six months.
“That’s a huge impact on your
life, and we have no idea if omicron
will be any different,” Le said.
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Betty White remembered at L.A. Zoo
From page 1
of the largest annual fundraisers
for the zoo.
Verret said White’s impact was
significant. Her involvement and
support for the zoo started with its
opening in 1966. After joining
GLAZA’s board of trustees in
1974, White produced and starred
in “Backstage at the Zoo,” a TV
special that raised awareness
about animal care and zoo programs. She later authored “Betty
& Friends: My Life at the Zoo,”
with proceeds from the book benefiting GLAZA and the zoo.
“The words that come to mind
when I think about Betty are
entertainment legend and animal
advocate, and she was a member
of the Los Angeles Zoo family for
decades,” Verret said. “Betty was
our biggest champion and she
worked tirelessly on behalf of the
Los Angeles Zoo and the animals
that call the zoo home. She knew
the importance of animals and
their impact on the human spirit.
She understood and valued the
work that the Los Angeles Zoo
and other ACA-accredited zoos
do every day for species conservation. She marveled at the
exceptional care that our animal
keepers provided the animals. She
spent a lot of time here and developed a lot of special relationships
with the animal care team.”
Garcetti also lauded White’s
contributions to the zoo and the
city of Los Angeles.
“We adored her for so many
reasons. First and foremost was
her talent. Her pitch perfect
comedic timing, the decades she
spent making us laugh in her roles
on “The Mary Tyler Moore
Show” and the “Golden Girls.”
We loved her warmth and we
loved her sense of mischief.
Anybody who ever spent time
with her knew her humor was
mischievous. She could deliver
lines that you’d never expect
coming out of Betty White, as
only she could,” Garcetti said.
“But even bigger than her talent
was her heart, her heart for people
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The city of West Hollywood will begin implementing its plastic foodware
ordinance in 2023.

WeHo bans plastic foodware
From page 1
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Richard and Gloria Pink, center, and Beverly Pink-Wolfe, owners of
Pink’s Hot Dogs, donated $3,000 raised in memory of actress Betty
White during a ceremony on Jan. 17 at the Los Angeles Zoo.

and for all living things. It was
that heart and humanity that she
expressed right here at the Los
Angeles Zoo.”
Pink’s Hot Dogs on La Brea
Avenue was another Los Angeles
landmark frequently visited by
White, who loved hot dogs
“naked, just beef in a bun,” owner
Richard Pink said. In tribute to
White, Pink’s donated proceeds
from eight days of sales of the
Betty White Naked Hot Dog to
the Los Angeles Zoo. Richard, his
wife, Gloria, and sister, Beverly
Pink-Wolfe, presented a $3,000
check to the zoo at the ceremony
on Jan. 17.
“You just mention the name
Betty White and what comes to
mind but joy and laughter and
fun,” Richard Pink said. “We have
been selling the Betty White
Naked Dog for well over a week
and we’re giving 100% of the proceeds to the L.A. Zoo, which
Betty of course loved, I think,
more than she loved hotdogs.
We’re so proud to donate $3,000
to the Los Angeles Zoo so they
can continue the legacy of Betty
White.”
GLAZA also raised $70,389 on

Jan. 17 as part of the
#Bettywhitechallenge, a virtual
event held in celebration of her
100th birthday. The Los Angeles
Zoo has many ways for fans to
pay tribute to White and learn
about her advocacy for animals. A
memorial garden at the Allen
Ludden Plaza will be open
through the end of January. The
zoo has also created the self-guided “Betty’s L.A. Zoo Tour” allowing guests to learn about her connection to particular animals
through a series of pictures and
quotes. For more information and
a list of tour locations, guests can
scan a QR code included on each
sign. The walking tour will be
open through Jan. 31.
Jacobson said White left a lasting legacy that will never be forgotten, and said he is thankful to
have known her.
“We could spend all day talking
about her, laughing, crying, sharing stories,” Jacobson added. “But
knowing Betty, she would think
that was a waste of time. She
would want us to stay focused on
our mission, the bigger picture,
conserving wildlife for future
generations.”

Feuer warns about COVID-19 test price gouging
In response to the rapid rise in
COVID-19 infections due to the
highly contagious omicron variant
and reports of exorbitantly-priced
at-home test kits, Los Angeles City
Attorney Mike Feuer is encouraging residents to report instances of
price gouging by calling (213)9788070,
or
visiting
lacityattorney.org/covid19.
“In the face of the largest
onslaught of COVID-19 cases
since the start of the pandemic,
Angelenos are working hard to follow public health guidance,
including testing and isolating, to
protect their loved ones, co-workers and community,” Feuer said.
“Unfortunately, as happened at the
beginning of the pandemic, some
are seeking to profit from this
emergency by jacking up the price
of COVID-19 at-home test kits,
making testing that much harder.
Consumers should beware of high
prices for these kits and report any
suspected price gouging to my
office. When we learn about possible violations, we’ll take action.”
The city attorney is also working closely with the Los Angeles
Department of Consumer and
Business Affairs to prevent price
gouging.

“It is unacceptable that during
these difficult times, some are
attempting to take advantage of the
vulnerability and desperation of
consumers,” DCBA Director
Rafael Carbajal said. “DCBA
encourages consumers to be vigilant, informed and to report these
issues.”
Besides ripping off consumers,
price gouging has another negative
consequence, Feuer said.
Even if consumers don’t make a
purchase, just seeing overly-inflated prices can raise concerns and
fuel general panic about a scarcity
of items tied to the health emergency.
Consumers can report price
gouging that they see in stores or
online by providing evidence of
the price that is advertised and, if
known, information about the previous lower price, even if they did
not purchase the product.
Feuer’s warning came after Gov.
Gavin Newsom issued an executive order, enforceable through
March 31, that prohibits anyone
from selling at-home test kits from
increasing prices by greater than
10% of what they charged for the
same kit on Dec. 1.
Additionally, the executive

order prohibits anyone who did not
sell at-home test kits as of Dec. 1
from charging consumers a price
that is 50% greater than what the
seller paid for the kit.
Violations of the executive order
are misdemeanors punishable by a
fine of up to $1,000 and up to six
months imprisonment.
Feuer encourages consumers to
check that the test they want to
purchase has been authorized by
the Food and Drug Administration,
which currently lists 311 tests. To
verify antigen (rapid result) tests,
visit bit.ly/3qnFCfx, and to check
PCR tests, visit bit.ly/3qp2ETx.
Also, amid reports that
Angelenos are encountering popup testing sites which may not be
legitimate, and potentially could
be committing identity theft or
insurance fraud, Feuer urges people to search online for a list of
sites authorized by the Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health.
Other locations may be legitimate, but Feuer recommends
searching online for reviews and
consumer complaints before getting tested at those sites.
For
information,
visit
covid19.lacounty.gov/testing.

trays, condiment packets or saucers,
spill plugs and toothpicks.
Rather than an all-at-once
approach, the ordinance will be
rolled out in two phases. In the first
phase, food distributors that employ
500 or more workers nationally will
be subject to the policy effective Jan.
1, 2023. The second phase will
require all other food distributors to
begin implementing the policy effective June 1, 2024.
While the first phase was initially
set to begin June 1, 2023, Mayor Pro
Tempore Sepi Shyne proposed an
amendment that forces larger businesses to act more swiftly.
“I am interested in a shortened
compliance period for the big businesses to January 2023,” said Shyne,
pointing to the larger businesses’
ability to better stockpile equipment.
“I think in the 90 days [prior to the
compliance date], staff will come
back, and if these big businesses still
have a lot of supply chain issues, we
deal with that appropriately.”
This phased approach gives businesses time to adapt from current
policy to the impending state law
and then to the local ordinance –
with an emphasis on allowing more
time for smaller, local businesses to
adjust.
The gradual implementation also
allows city staff to provide educational materials to local businesses
and the public, as well as develop
enforcement efforts regarding the
new rules.
Within 90 days of the compliance
dates, city staff will meet with businesses to evaluate supply chain concerns and propose adjustment dates
to the City Council, as they see fit.
According to a staff report, a
majority of local businesses surveyed concerning the policy
expressed opposition due to cost, a
lack of availability of more ecofriendly products and supply chain
issues. Many businesses also noted
that the impending state law is “sufficient and appropriate for the current times.”
Genevieve Morrill, president and
CEO of the West Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce, voiced concern at the Jan. 18 City Council
meeting about the feasibility of
access for local businesses, given the
proposed timeline.
“We’re in a dire global supply
chain problem, [ordinance-compliant foodware products] are not readily available nor cost effective yet,”
Morrill said. “Please consider, not
only a phased-in timeline, but also
phased-in products and conditions.”
“Environmental policies are only
effective if they are practical,” L.A.
LGBTQ Chamber of Commerce
executive director and longtime
West Hollywood resident Marquita
Thomas said at the council meeting.
Thomas made a point of high-

lighting how pandemic recovery
would have to factor into the timeline of implementing the ban.
“West Hollywood’s hospitality
businesses are coping with COVID
in ways that are affecting them like
never seen before … we never really
know if we are at the start, middle or
end of this pandemic,” Thomas said.
In a letter to the City Council,
David Juarez, director of local government affairs for the Los Angeles
chapter of the California Restaurant
Association, expressed the restaurant advocacy organization’s opposition to the proposed ban, citing
financial and supply chain issues
caused by the pandemic.
“[Restaurants] are experiencing a
shortage of goods, leading to the cost
of goods to skyrocket,” Juarez
wrote. “Limiting the options of
foodware accessories will only
heighten the shortage of these
items.”
In response to concerns by the
public, Horvath suggested that the
council work toward helping businesses lower the cost to implement
new goods in the supply chain. She
also made clear that educational
enforcement will be prioritized over
citations.
“We’re doing this, not as a form of
punishment, but because it’s better
for all of us,” Horvath said.
The staff report also notes that
businesses will be able to apply for a
one-year exemption if they are able
to demonstrate that the ordinance
would cause undue hardship.
Additionally, foodware items
included in meal deliveries into the
city from businesses outside West
Hollywood are exempt from the policy.
While the ordinance has been
approved by the City Council, the
full fiscal impact of it has yet to be
outlined. The ordinance is one in a
series of environmentally-minded
policies West Hollywood has enacted throughout the years. In 1990,
West Hollywood prohibited vendors
from distributing and selling polystyrene food packaging. The city
continued its regulation on plastic
when it banned the use of single-use
plastic bags in 2012.
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com
Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program.

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!
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1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

as seen on YouTube!

FOR SALE

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

HELP WANTED
World Famous Deli
is looking for:

LINE COOKS

part time
full time
2 years experience
required
Call Marc
(323)839-4447

Ways to subscribe

1. Tempest in a teapot
5. Pant fabric
10. Grps.
14. Its motto is “Industry”
15. Polish humanitarian heroine, Sendler
16. Auto brands
17. Volcanologist's study
18. ___ d’Alene, Idaho
19. It means nothing to the French
20. Famous writer
23. Eastern royal
24. Casual attire
25. Grade A item
27. Colonial insect
28. “Dharma & ___”
32. Carriage
34. “Scott & ____” detective show on
Netflix
36. Pad
37. Famous rock band frontman
41. Exhausted
42. On the job
43. Close to
46. Renowned isle of exile
47. D.C. record-keeping org.
50. Cunning
51. Minister
53. Took off
55. Famous humorist
60. Word in many soft drink names
61. Ristorante offering
62. Chanel, fashion designer
63. Major-___

64. Fitzgerald and others
65. Ice cream topping, sometimes
66. Clothes closer
67. Abrasive files
68. Fork-tailed flier
Down
1. Supports
2. Salt Lake City inhabitant
3. Smarty pants
4. Portion
5. Cut up
6. Arrow toter
7. Lack
8. People of the Arctic
9. Dadaist Duchamp
10. Brute
11. Brought under control
12. Loses it
13. Tax return ID
21. Permitted
22. Parrot
26. Grissom of NASA
29. Popular vacation spot
30. Wagner heroine
31. “Beau ___” (Gary Cooper classic)
33. Bismarck’s state, abbr.
34. ___ Fox (Uncle Remus character)
35. Jolly boat
37. Intimidation
38. Bete noire
39. Famous San Francisco hill
40. Nonsensical chorus
41. CSI evidence

44. It’s cold! expression
45. Barker
47. In abundance
48. Chef, at times
49. When many do lunch
52. Member of a string quartet
54. Attraction near Orlando
56. Surmounting
57. Building extensions
58. Put your hands together
59. Pardner’s mount
60. Dentist qualification
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to a healthy & prosperous 2022
from your friends at
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