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Crime sparks gun purchases Class resumes for LAUSD students
n Beverly Hills gun store sees influx of new clients
By AAron Blevins
Beverly Hills residents have
been flocking to the city’s lone gun
store since it opened during the
civil unrest in 2020, but high-profile crimes in and around the city
have led to a spree of first-time gun
buyers this winter, according to
Beverly Hills Guns owner Russell
Stuart.
He said the tipping point for a lot
of his clients – some of whom are
in their 60s, 70s and 80s – was the
Dec. 1 murder of philanthropist
Jacqueline Avant. For a couple of
weeks following her death, most of
his new clients said they were terrified and wanted guidance.
“It’s so sad to see the fear in
those people’s faces – just helplessness,” Stuart said. “It’s just sad, and
it’s something that I never want to
see. Even though I make a living
from this business, I don’t want to
see a 70-year-old woman coming
into my shop to say, ‘I need a gun’
or ‘I feel like I’m going to get
hurt.’ That is just not the environment that I ever want to see anyone
live in.”

He said Beverly Hills Guns consults first-time buyers and wants
them to “understand truly and
fully” what owning a firearm
entails.
“I want to know their capabilities
– like certain people have arthritis,”
Stuart added. “Certain people have
other physical [restrictions]. Maybe
it’s a strength thing, where they say,
‘My grandson’s a police officer and
he told me to get a Glock.’ OK,
well, can you manipulate it? Can
you pull the slide back? Can you
get the magazine out? In the end, if
you can’t operate a firearm safely,
it’s a danger to yourself [and]
you’re not going to be able to effectively use it if someone actually
breaks into your home.”
In some cases, employees of
Beverly Hills Guns suggest tasers
or pepper spray in lieu of firearms,
he said. If clients do opt for a
firearm, the business offers a gun
safety consultation, Stuart said.
“As soon as you identify the
weapon and get their credit card,
the gun part’s over. Now, it’s all
about transport, storage, safety,
See Gun page 21

n COVID-19

protocols firmly in
place at area schools
By edwin folven
Students returned from winter
break to Los Angeles Unified
School District schools on Jan. 11
and the process went smoothly
overall at local campuses, said
LAUSD Board of Education Vice
President Nick Melvoin.
All LAUSD students and staff
members are required to have a
negative COVID-19 test result on
file before returning to school.
The district uses the Daily Pass
app, which allows students and
staff to digitally upload test
results.
On Tuesday, the app temporarily became overwhelmed as thousands of students returned,
prompting lines at some campuses
including Hollywood High
School. Issues with the app were
largely resolved by mid-morning
and classes resumed, LAUSD
officials said.
Weekly testing will be required
for all LAUSD students and staff
moving forward, and the district is
expanding rapid testing on campuses to expedite the process.
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Lines formed outside Hollywood High School on Jan. 11 as students
returned to classes and were required to show proof of a negative
COVID-19 test.

“We’ve been testing everyone
weekly since the start of school, so
we were able to quickly get a
baseline testing operation up and
running for all students and staff.
While it’s always concerning to
see higher numbers of positive
cases in our school communities,
our baseline test requirement after

winter break means that those positive cases aren’t on campus,”
Melvoin said in a statement.
“Weekly testing will continue,
along with all our other safety protocols, which will help us keep
schools open safely for in-person
learning.”

Students use social media
instincts to seek justice
City councilman meets in a new corner
n Teenagers support

law firms through
nonprofit organization
By AAron Blevins
After discovering a knack for
online research while helping her
grandfather in a legal case, a
Beverly Hills teenager created a
nonprofit organization to help

legal teams discover relevant
information
using
virtual
resources.
Social Media Justice League
founder Arielle Hatton, 18, has
enlisted the help of more than 20
other students from 14 schools to
fill what they see as a gap in legal
research – the likes of Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter.
“I think one of the main things
See SMJL page 22
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Local teenagers have helped L.A.-area law firms with their legal
cases. From left are Shani Shaham, Arielle Hatton and Henry Fried.

See LAUSD page 21

n O’Farrell begins

outreach to new
parts of district
By edwin folven
Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tem Mitch O’Farrell
will meet residents and community
members in the Larchmont Village,
Windsor Square and Greater
Wilshire neighborhoods at his next
Councilman in Your Corner event
on Saturday, Jan. 15, from 9 a.m. to
noon at Robert Burns Park, 225 N.
Van Ness Ave., at the corner of
Beverly Boulevard.
The event will be the 77th
Councilman in Your Corner since
O’Farrell took office in 2013, but
will be the first in neighborhoods
that were recently moved into his
13th District under redistricting.
The monthly event gives people an
opportunity to meet their City
Council representative, voice concerns and learn about city
resources. Staff from city departments including L.A. Sanitation
and the Los Angeles Police
Department will also answer questions and disseminate information.
“It will be right in the heart of
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Los Angeles City Council President Pro Tem Mitch O’Farrell meets with
constituents at his Councilman in Your Corner events.

one of our new areas and we are
super excited about it,” O’Farrell
said. “It’s a nice, symbolic gesture
we can make to demonstrate to
everyone that we are here, we
embrace representing these neighborhoods and that we look forward
to meeting new constituents,
answering questions and making
sure people know what resources

are available to them.”
In addition to monthly “In Your
Corner” events, O’Farrell is in the
process of meeting with residents
and organizations in the new areas.
He met with residents of Windsor
Square in December and plans to
continue connecting with other
communities in the coming weeks.
See O’Farrell page 22
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CALENDAR
Internet origins

Join the Fowler Museum at UCLA
for “Lunch & Learn: The First
Internet Message,” an online program
on Thursday, Jan. 13, from noon to
12:30 p.m. The program will focus on
UCLA Professor Leonard Kleinrock,
who developed the mathematical theory of packet networks, which is
technology that underpins the internet. Kleinrock is considered a father
of the Internet, having developed its
foundational technology as an MIT
graduate student in 1962. Admission
is free. eventbrite.com/e/lunch-learnthe-first-internet-message-tickets226080973277.

Contemporary art
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The Beverly Hills Public Library, located at 444 N. Rexford Drive, has
reduced hours during the surge in COVID-19 cases.

BH library reduces hours
As COVID-19 cases continue to
surge, the Beverly Hills Public
Library has reduced its operating
hours and services for the safety of
its employees and the general public, following suit of many libraries
throughout Los Angeles County.
Now through the end of January,
which could be extended if
COVID-19 cases continue to rise,
the library will provide sidewalk
pick-up from 9:30 to 11:45 a.m.,
and the building will be open to the
public for “grab and go” services
from noon to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday.
The library will be closed on the
weekends, and guests are encour-
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aged to use the library’s digital
library, which provides a host of
online services, including e-books
and digital entertainment, as well as
resources in learning and enrichment.
In addition, limited passport services will be offered. Passport photos will not be offered; residents
seeking passports through the
library will have to supply their
own official passport size photo.
The Friends Book Store will be
closed until Jan. 31, which could be
extended if COVID-19 cases continue to rise.
For information, call (310)2882244 or visit bhpl.org.

Griffith Park
Run is back

Aztlan Athletics’ 2022 Griffith
Park Half Marathon and 5k, which
benefits the Los Angeles Parks
Foundation, will be held on Feb.
13, and registration is now open.
During the half marathon, participants will start at the north-end of
the pony ride trail adjacent to the
ranger station and will pass by the
trail, then cross over Crystal
Springs Road and access the trail
going into the Merry Go Round,
then toward famous Travel Town.
Finally, participants will pass by
the Los Angeles Zoo and the Autry
Museum of the American West,
cover the perimeter of the golf
course and finish near pony ride
area. Runners and walkers will
have access to Pocari Sweat electrolytes, water and restrooms. Run
GPR is open to all levels of ability.
The 5K course will be a flat and
fast route. Families are welcome to
participate, and strollers may be
used. Pets must be on a leash and
start with their owners at the back
of the line with the strollers and
parents. Slower runners/joggers
should start just behind the front
group.
Water stations will be located
every three miles along the route of
the half marathon. The half
marathon begins at 7:30 a.m., and
line-up is no later than 7:15 a.m.
The 5K begins at 8:30 a.m.
For
information,
visit
rungpr.com/main.

Los Angeles Art Association is
holding “Penumbra,” an exploration
of black and white contemporary art
running online from Thursday, Jan.
13, through Monday, Jan. 24. The
exhibit includes works by Carl
Shubs, James Austin, Lisa Bahouth,
Laurence Barbera, Pamela Beck,
Pamela Benham, Glenn Grubbs and
many other artists and photographers. laaa.org/penumbra.

Comedy and
Cocktails

Enjoy an evening with comedian
Bill Devlin and his Comedy and
Cocktails
series
on
Friday, Jan.
14, at 8 p.m.,
at the Wren
Theatre in the
Hollywood
Irish Import
Shop.
The
show features top comedians and
surprise special guests. Comedian
Jamie Kennedy will join Devlin at
the show. Tickets are $15. 742 Vine
St. (323)498-4445. billdevlin.com.

‘Basement Follies’

Theatre 40 is hosting a staged reading of the new play “Basement
Follies” on Saturday, Jan. 15, at 2
p.m. in the Reuben Cordova Theatre
on the campus of Beverly Hills
High School. The play was written

and directed by Theatre 40 company
member David Datz. A couple ponders what to do when they discover
that an unknown person living in
their basement. The cast includes
Estrella Cristina, Harry Herman,
Gail Johnston, Parker Lauren,
David Westbay and Alison
Blanchard. Admission is free but
donations are accepted. 241 S.
Moreno Dr., Beverly Hills. theatre40.org.

‘Singing
Revolution’

Dreamtone
Productions
and
NewYorkRep present the world premiere of “Singing Revolution: The
Musical” running from Saturday,
Jan. 15, through Sunday, Feb. 20 at
the Broadwater Theatre Main Stage
in Hollywood. Featuring 20 performers, a five-piece band and a
Europop score, the musical tells the
story of star-crossed lovers during
Estonia’s 1987 peaceful uprising
against the Soviet
Union. “Singing
Revolution”
is
inspired by actual
events that led to
Estonian independence in 1991. The
small country’s
journey to freedom demonstrates the power of
peaceful resistance in creating
change. Showtimes are 8 p.m.,
Thursday through Saturday; 3 p.m.,
Sunday. General admission is $40.
6320 Santa Monica Blvd. singingrevolutionthemusical.com.

Art of Rachel
Harrison

Regen Projects is holding an exhibition of new works by Rachel
Harrison titled “Caution Kneeling
Bus” running from Saturday, Jan.
15, through Saturday, Feb. 26. Over
the last 30 years, Harrison has pioneered an approach to art that combines formal invention with artifacts
of popular culture. An opening
reception will be held on Jan. 15,
from 6-8 p.m. Regular viewing
hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesday
through Saturday. 6750 Santa

Monica Blvd. (310)276 5424,
regenprojects.com.

Virtual bilingual
yoga

Japan Foundation Los Angeles welcomes participants for “Virtual
Bilingual Yoga at Lunchtime” on
Wednesday, Jan. 19, at 12:30 p.m.
on Facebook Live. The session
includes instruction from a bilingual
instructor in English and Japanese.
facebook.com/jflalc.

Digital art

Vellum LA, a gallery for digital art,
is holding an
exhibition titled
“Elsewhere is a
Negative Mirror” running
from Thursday,
Jan. 20, through
Sunday, Feb.
13. Curated by
Jesse Damiani and Sinziana
Velicescu, the exhibition will feature works by artists exploring
places and architecture in digital
forms. “Elsewhere is a Negative
Mirror” will also feature an online
auction in partnership with
SuperRare and will include works
by Saks Afridi, Kirk Finkel, Vince
Fraser, Mari.K, Petecia Le
Fawnhawk and Deep Light Labs,
Nate Mohler, Sabrina Ratté,
Nicolas Sassoon, Kristen Roos and
Thato Tatai. Viewing is by appointment only from 1-6 p.m.,
Wednesday through Sunday. 7673
Melrose Ave. vellumla.com.

Adoption webinar

People interested in foster parenting
and adoption are encouraged to
attend an online
webinar hosted
by Children’s
Bureau
on
Thursday, Jan.
20, from 4-5
p.m., via Zoom.
The program
will be led by a
Children’s Bureau team member
and a foster parent. (800)730-3933,
all4kids.org.

WeHo hosts virtual donation drive for MLK Day

The city of West Hollywood will
continue its tradition of community
service on Martin Luther King Jr.
Day by holding a donation drive
benefitting people who are experiencing homelessness.
West Hollywood, in partnership
with West Hollywood Elementary
School and Friends of West
Hollywood Elementary, will collect
monetary and gift card donations to
support the purchase of new socks,
blankets and sleeping bags for
homeless individuals. The West
Hollywood Homeless Initiative, a
partnership between the city, nonprofit service providers, Los Angeles
County agencies and the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station, provides services to reduce homelessness and support community members who are unhoused. This year’s
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of
Service is part of West Hollywood
Elementary’s effort to help people in
need in the community. The school
is supporting and raising awareness
about the donation drive.
Due to COVID-19, the donation
drive will be held virtually from Jan.
15-31, instead of an in-person day of
service event. Monetary donations
can be made by visiting
secure.qgiv.com/for/homeless. Gift

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

The city of West Hollywood is partnering with West Hollywood
Elementary School on a donation drive in observance of MLK Day.

cards and personal checks should
made to City of West Hollywood
and mailed to West Hollywood
Homeless Initiative/MLK Day of
Service, West Hollywood City Hall,
8300 Santa Monica Blvd., West
Hollywood, CA 90069.
The city is also encouraging donations to the Los Angeles LGBT
Center’s Youth Center, which has
posted the CARE 4 Youth Essentials
wish list on Amazon at

lalgbtcenter.org/care4youth. The
pandemic caused West Hollywood’s
10th annual clothing drive for the
Los Angeles LGBT Center’s Youth
Center on Highland Avenue to be
canceled. Instead, the city is encouraging virtual donations of supplies
for LGBT youth who are experiencing homelessness.
For information, visit lalgbtcenter.org/social-service-and-housing/youth and weho.org.
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Beverly Hills students return to class
n BHUSD hosts

testing day prior to
school restarting
By aaron Blevins
In-person learning has resumed
for Beverly Hills Unified School
District students after more than
two weeks, despite the COVID-19
omicron variant creating disruption
for families and school staff.
Last week, the district announced
that all students and staff members
– regardless of vaccination status –
would be required to present a negative COVID-19 test before returning to school on Jan. 10.
Since then, district officials have
reported 159 active student cases
and 39 staff cases.
“Staff is working incredibly hard
– almost 24/7 – to keep schools
open, trying to keep kids safe,”

BHUSD Vice President Noah
Margo said.
He praised the district’s foresight
to order testing kits prior to the
break, which began on Dec. 22 for
students. On Jan. 9, district officials
distributed tests to families from 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. outside
Hawthorne Elementary School.
Families were also able to get tested
through their health care providers.
If students tested positive, they
were directed to the district office
for further testing.
“I was very impressed,” board
member Rachelle Marcus said of
the test distribution. She added that
district staff worked a lot of hours
to put it together. “They were on
vacation, but they weren’t on vacation, trust me.”
Margo said the district has “all
hands on deck” and is using all the
tools at its disposal to resume the
learning process.
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Nearly 160 students tested positive for COVID-19 this week.

“They’re juggling staff,” he said.
“They’re using remote options
when possible.”
Several parents have asked why
the district has not gone back to
remote learning completely, Margo
said.
“I don’t think it yields different
results anyway, and it’s a very complicated process to go remote and
come back from remote,” he added.
“It’s not like flipping a switch. I
applaud our team, our administration team, our faculty and the parents who are helping the process
along.”
BHUSD schools have felt a “little bit” of strain with so many staff
members quarantining, but it has a
“large” pool of substitutes to fill
any gaps, Margo said.
“It’s nothing that we can’t get
through,” he said.
BHUSD President Mary Wells
agreed.
“We’re getting by,” she said. “It’s
challenging, of course. We were
already hiring before the break.
Right now, they’re able to cover
any absences that we do have. Of
course, we all have to take it kind of
day by day. Our goal is to keep
school open and safe. … We know
that learning in person is the best
for the students, as well as their
mental, social and emotional
health.”
Alana Castanon, certificated
president of the Beverly Hills
Education Association, said its
members were pleased that the district implemented the testing
requirement before students
returned to school.
“That was really a big relief for
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The Beverly Hills Unified School District hosted a testing day on Jan. 9.

things to start off smoothly,” she
said. “We’re pleased that there will
continue to be weekly access to
tests for staff and students. As far as
the actual teacher experience in the
classroom, I’d be lying if I said it is
not a challenge. It’s definitely a
hard time to be a teacher. We’ve got
a lot of students out. We’ve got a lot
of staff out. I am wishing everyone
a really speedy and complete recovery, because we are living through
very trying times.”
Margo called on the community
to follow the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health’s
guidelines, whether they agree with
them or not.
“We need to show the best of us,”
he said. “And I understand that not
everybody believes in the vaccine
and not everybody believes we

should be wearing masks, but those
are the mandates from a higher
authority, and it would make it a lot
easier for our faculty administrators
to do their jobs and educate our
children if people would be more
compliant and more respectful.”
The district is stressing that families should keep their students at
home if they show any symptoms
of being sick.
“The magnitude of the omicron
variant and the impact it is having
on learning cannot be understated,”
Superintendent of Schools Michael
Bregy said in an e-mail to parents
this week. “Although we are confident in our ability to pivot, the number of students in quarantine is
unlike anything we have experienced without transitioning the
entire school to [remote] learning.”
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Suspect arrested for burglary at Crustacean
n Authorities describe

suspect as a
prolific burglar

By edwin folven

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles City Attorney Office

Los Angeles City Attorney Mike Feuer outlined the settlement with
Lear Capital during a virtual press conference on Jan. 10.

Feuer announces settlement
in lawsuit against Lear Capital

n Company ordered to

pay $2.5 million,
primarily to customers

Los Angeles City Attorney
Mike Feuer announced on Jan.
10 that his office has secured a
$2.75-million settlement with
Lear Capital, Inc., a Los Angelesbased gold and silver coin dealer,
to resolve allegations raised in a
2019 lawsuit that Lear had
engaged in unfair and deceptive
business practices.
As part of the settlement, Lear
is required to implement changes
to its business practices, protecting consumers nationwide.
Eligible customers can also
receive restitution.
“This lawsuit was about trust,”
Feuer said. “Lear Capital’s customers, in many cases elderly or
inexperienced investors, were
entitled to trust that significant
chunks of their life savings
wouldn’t be wiped out by astronomical fees. They were entitled
to trust that their legitimate questions wouldn’t be met with
threats or intimidation. But that’s
what we alleged happened.
Consumers deserve better. Now
eligible customers will get
money back, and future consumers will be protected.”
The lawsuit alleged that Lear
Capital, located at 1990 S. Bundy
Dr., Ste. 600 in West Los
Angeles, routinely charged customers exorbitant fees for their
investments under false pretenses. For example, the lawsuit
alleged that Lear Capital
promised customers that it would
only charge a small fee for transactions, when in actuality Lear
often collected a fee equaling
33% of the customer’s total pur-

chase price.
The lawsuit further alleged that
Lear Capital attempted to limit
customer communications to
phone only before purchases
were finalized, thereby eliminating any paper trail of the allegedly misleading representations
salespeople verbally made to
customers.
Feuer said customers relied on
Lear Capital’s verbal promises,
and often only discovered the
actual fee the company charged
for transactions after it was too
late. Lear Capital typically did
not provide the specific terms of
any transaction in writing until
the customer had already paid.
The lawsuit alleged that Lear
Capital threatened customers if
they went public about their
complaints.
In addition to a $2.75-million
monetary settlement, 90% of
which will be devoted to restitution for eligible customers (the
remaining 10% of which will go
towards statutory penalties), Lear
Capital must change how it conducts business. When obtaining a
customer’s verbal consent to proceed with a transaction, Lear
Capital must inform the customer
of their right to cancel a transaction, without penalty and for any
reason, within 24 hours of receiving the written invoice.
Additionally, the invoice must
clearly and conspicuously state
the actual fee Lear is charging for
the transaction.
Eligible Lear Capital customers will be contacted by an
independent third party handling
the
claims
administration
process, and Feuer’s office estimates that restitution will be paid
in April. For information, visit
lacityattorney.org.

Four arrested for murder of officer

The Los Angeles County Sheriff's
Department’s Homicide Bureau is
continuing to investigate the Jan. 10
murder of an off-duty Los Angeles
Police Department officer assigned
to the Olympic Division. Authorities
announced on Jan. 12 that four people have been arrested in connection
with the homicide but did not identify the suspects.
The homicide occurred at approximately 9:16 p.m. in the 1700 block
of East 87th Street, in an unincorporated area of South Los Angeles.
The off-duty officer was identified
as Fernando Arroyos, 27, a threeyear veteran of the Los Angeles
Police Department.

Deputies from the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department’s
Century Station received a call about
an assault with shots fired and found
Arroyos lying unresponsive in an
alley. He sustained at least one gunshot wound to the body, authorities
said. Arroyos was transported by a
patrol car to Saint Francis Medical
Center, where he was later pronounced dead.
Detectives are also investigating
whether a shooting in which another
man was struck a couple miles away
is connected. Anyone with information is urged to call the Los Angeles
County Sheriff's Department's
Homicide Bureau at (323)890-5500.

Beverly
Hills
Police
Department investigators have
arrested a suspect in the Jan. 2
burglary of Crustacean Beverly
Hills, a restaurant located at 468
N. Bedford Drive.
The suspect, identified as James
Williams, 47, of Los Angeles, was
taken into custody on Jan. 4 at an
undisclosed
location
in
Hollywood, BHPD Lt. Giovanni
Trejo said. He described Williams
as having a long criminal history
involving burglaries and said the
suspect was wanted for other
break-ins in Beverly Hills.
“He’s not believed to be homeless, but we believe he goes from
place to place and has a long,
extensive rap sheet,” Trejo said.
“He has been arrested on multiple
occasions during the past 12
months.”
Trejo said cash and liquor valued at $182,000 was stolen from
Crustacean and has not been
recovered. The lieutenant added
that the value of the loss was high
because the suspect stole several
expensive bottles of liquor, but he
declined to reveal the brand. Trejo
said the burglar forced open a side
door and entered the restaurant
between 4:30 and 5 a.m. Security
camera footage, both from cameras operated by the city and the
building in which Crustacean is
located, helped authorities identify Williams as the suspect, he
said.
“The detectives checked surveillance video and recognized
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A burglary was reported on Jan. 4 at Crustacean, a restaurant located at
South Santa Monica Boulevard and Bedford Drive.

him as being wanted for other burglaries,” Trejo added. “The detectives did follow up and were able
to ID him. It turns out he is a prolific commercial burglar.”
Trejo declined to offer details
about the other burglaries allegedly committed by Williams, other
than they occurred during the past
year. He said authorities had been
searching for Williams, but did not
disclose exactly how they found
him.
“I would say it was through
investigative means including digital databases and also the surveillance system, as well as good old
fashioned police work,” Trejo
added. “The detectives were able
to come up with several locations
where he was known to hang out.
He was taken into custody without
incident.”
Williams was booked for four
counts of burglary and is being

held without bail at the Twin
Towers Correctional Facility in
downtown Los Angeles. He is
next expected to appear in court
on Jan. 21.
Trejo said additional law
enforcement resources have been
deployed in the Beverly Hills
business district to prevent crime.
He said that residents and business
owners should be aware of the
potential of becoming a victim of
crime and should take precautions.
“It’s definitely something to be
aware of,” he added. “There has
been an increase in patrols of not
only police units, but armed security guards who have been notified
to maintain a close watch and
increased presence in the business
district.”
Anyone with information is
urged to call the BHPD at
(310)550-4951.

County calls for more cannabis enforcement
In an effort to combat illegal
cannabis growing operations and
dispensaries in Los Angeles County,
Supervisor Kathryn Barger, 5th
District, introduced a motion on Jan.
11 to implement a nuisance abatement ordinance and to charge
offenders up to $30,000 per day if
they are non-compliant.
“Our county is working aggressively to protect our communities
against the harm inflicted upon
them by illegal cannabis operations,” Barger said. “We lack legally
enforceable options to combat dangerous operations that are continually putting neighborhoods at risk.
[This] motion is about addressing
that gap.”
“California voters legalized recreational cannabis in order to create a
system that assured consumers of
[the] product safety while prohibiting cannabis access to minors, but
illegal cannabis operations continue
to undermine the will of the people,” added Supervisor Sheila
Kuehl, 3rd District, who coauthored the motion. “This motion
puts teeth in enforcement and
ensures that unpermitted dispensaries face stiff penalties in the
future.”
Despite efforts by county departments, the growth of unpermitted
cannabis dispensaries and growing
operations outpaces enforcement,
the supervisors said. In response, an
ordinance will declare any unpermitted commercial cannabis activity
in unincorporated areas of the county to be illegal and a public nuisance, and establishes procedures
for abatement.

Los Angeles County is currently
developing a study with recommendations for addressing legal

cannabis operations including retail,
manufacturing, distribution, growth,
testing, regulation and enforcement.
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Safety commission mulls policing alternatives
n West Hollywood to

discuss Block by
Block in February
By emily holshouser
The West Hollywood Public
Safety Commission met on Jan. 10
to hear a safety report from the
sheriff’s department and to discuss
the city’s Block by Block ambassador program, which provides
security ambassadors who are
deployed citywide to assist law
enforcement.
The commission discussed the
city’s contract with the Block by
Block Security Ambassadors program, touching on new ideas for
staffing and safety precautions the
program
could
implement
throughout the city.
Block by Block provides services to the city under a contract of
approximately $2.23 million for
the 2021-22 fiscal year, according
to a staff report.
A full report on Block by Block
was rescheduled for the commission's February meeting.
Among the new ideas discussed
were adding new kiosks to areas of
West Hollywood such as Ramada
Plaza, and supporting a Block by
Block public education program,
which was suggested by vice chair
Alana Roshay in a previous meeting.
The commission also briefly discussed the safety of Block by
Block ambassadors, who are
unarmed. Chair Tory Berger noted
recent incidents of violence against
ambassadors.
“Our ambassadors are trained to
remove themselves from those situations as safely as they possibly
can,” said David Aguilar, a representative for Block by Block. “As
far as them being armed, it is
against our policy. We can have the
conversation, but it’s going to be a
tough sell.”
The discussion comes as West
Hollywood continues to grapple
with public safety solutions and
distrust in the sheriff’s department.
The city is involved in a dispute
with the sheriff’s department over
accusations of billing fraud and
misuse of funds.
“Accountability is key when
working through budgetary decisions,” West Hollywood City
Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath
said in a statement. “It’s important
that our city be thoughtful and
intentional when we allocate millions of dollars for services that
our residents depend on every
day.”
The public safety commission
discussed which resources to allocate toward the sheriff’s department in the new fiscal year, which
starts July 1, and reviewed a
detailed expense report by the
department.
According to the sheriff’s safety
report, West Hollywood crimes
such as grand theft auto, aggravated assault and petty theft have
increased over the past year.
Commissioner Nika SoonShiong mentioned a public safety
presentation given by the activist
group Dignity and Power Now.
According to the presentation,
20% of residents in Los Angeles
neighborhoods felt a decrease in
safety between 2013 and 2018.
“It’s absolutely true that people
are feeling less safe. At the same
time, if we look at the graph, the
investment in law enforcement is
going up,” Soon-Shiong said.

“What are we getting for this
money, and is it helping people
feel more safe?”
The commission discussed how
to balance the desire to have public
safety solutions while still deploying law enforcement to appropriate
incidents.
“There absolutely is a time and a
place for an armed officer, there’s a
time and a place for a security
camera,” said commissioner
Robert Oliver. “But I don’t want to
live in a city where we’re not trying to solve the underlying issue.”
Councilman John Erickson
attended the meeting to offer support for the discussion.

“This is a moment where we’re
seeing everyone wanting to make
sure that they’re safe in their
homes and in their businesses,”
Erickson said. “It’s supposed to be
a difficult conversation.”
The West Hollywood Public
Safety Commission agreed to continue the conversation during the
February meeting.
No official conclusion on budget
recommendations for the sheriff’s
department or the Block by Block
program was reached.
The next commission meeting
will be held on Feb. 14.
For
information,
visit
weho.org/city-government.

photo by Emily Holshouser

The city of West Hollywood continues to look at ways to safely and
humanely police its streets.
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Victor Tario Sr., 61, remembered fondly
By edwin folven
Members of the community are
mourning Victor Tario Sr., who
died unexpectedly of a heart
attack on Jan. 8 at the age of 61.
Victor Tario was the father-in-law
of Frances Tario, who owns and
operates Du-par’s Restaurant and
Bakery at the Original Farmers
Market, corner of Third and
Fairfax.
Victor Tario immigrated to the
United States from El Salvador as
a youth and settled in the city of
Glendora. He raised a family and
embarked on a long, successful
career in the automotive repair
industry. For decades, Victor Tario
operated Speed Auto Repair on
Arrow Highway in Glendora.
Frances, who is married to
Victor’s son Martin, said his death
has devastated the family.
“It’s a big loss,” she said. “We
feel so bad. He was such a hardworking man and was so passionate about what he did.”
Frances said Tario was found
unresponsive in a chair his office
in the auto repair shop, where he
spent much of his time. She added
that every Sunday, Tario taught
the trade to students seeking to
become auto mechanics.
“He loved helping people,” she
said. “He never stopped working.
His passion was his shop, teaching
and repairing cars.”
Victor Tario was also remem-

photo courtesy of Frances Tario

Victor Tario Sr., who passed away on Jan. 8, was remembered as a
hard-working man who loved his family.

bered as a family man who loved
his children and grandchildren.
The Tario family frequently came
together on Sundays. Victor Tario
also had a great sense of humor
and loved to laugh with family
and friends, Frances added.
“He was so funny, and was a
well-oriented man who loved to
dress up,” she said. “He liked
Vegas – the casinos and the buffets. He loved to travel and he
loved to enjoy the time he had
available.”
Tario added that her father-inlaw also loved Du-par’s pies, particularly pumpkin pie, which the

family enjoyed every holiday season.
“We miss him very much,” she
added.
Tario is survived by his sons
Victor Jr., Martin, Larry, Victor III
and Carlos; daughters Lupita,
Yvette and Melony; and grandchildren Royce, Larry Jr., Nathan,
Lisette, Victoria and Lilah.
Services are being planned on a
date to be determined at Forest
Lawn Hollywood Hills, Frances
Tario said. Anyone seeking to
send flowers or make a donation
in Victor Tario’s name is asked to
email frances@dupars-psr.com.

Los Angeles Zoo honors Betty White with garden, tour
The Los Angeles Zoo and Greater
Los Angeles Zoo Association are
celebrating the late actress Betty
White, a longtime zoo supporter and
animal rights activist, with a special
white rose memorial garden located
in Allen Ludden Plaza, named for
her late husband. White died on Dec.
31 at the age of 99.
Beginning on Wednesday, Jan. 12,
zoo patrons can leave a special message, memory or drawing on a card
honoring White. The cards will be
displayed on a gold string hung
between silk white roses in the
memorial garden. The memorial
garden will be open through the end
of January.
The zoo has also created the selfguided “Betty’s L.A. Zoo Tour”

honoring White’s contributions.
There will be signs at 16 stops
throughout the zoo where guests can
learn about her connection to particular animals through a series of pictures and quotes. For more information and a list of tour locations,
guests can scan a QR code included
on each sign. The walking tour will
be open through Jan. 31 and pays
homage to White’s longtime dedication to animals and the zoo. For
those who are unable to visit the zoo,
the tour can be experienced virtually
by visiting lazoo.org/betty-white.
“Betty was an integral part of our
zoo family for over 50 years, and we
are so thankful for her generosity,
humility and of course, humor,”
GLAZA President Tom Jacobson

Notable Quotes

Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its
place. But I’m not concerned about that now. I just want to do God’s
will. And He’s allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I’ve looked
over, and I’ve seen the promised land. I may not get there with you,
but I want you to know tonight that we as a people will get to the
promised land....
So I’m happy tonight. I’m not worried about anything. I’m not
fearing any man.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
1929-1968
Address to sanitation workers, Memphis, Tennessee April 3, 1968,
the night before his assassination

*Source: Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations

said. “After her passing, there has
been an outpouring of love for Betty
with tributes from around the globe,
so we think honoring her at Ludden
Plaza, a place very special to her,
would serve as the perfect backdrop
to this public memorial.”
White’s fellow GLAZA trustees
will honor her legacy by matching
funds donated to the Betty White
Tribute Fund. Those wishing to learn
more about her impact and contribute to the fund can visit
lazoo.wedid.it/campaigns/10072betty-white-memorial-fund. Funds
donated through Jan. 31 will be eligible for the match.
The Los Angeles Zoo is located at
5333 Zoo Drive. For information,
visit lazoo.org.

WeHo warns about human trafficking
West Hollywood is observing
National Slavery and Human
Trafficking Prevention Month in
January and is raising awareness
about human trafficking.
Through Wednesday, Jan. 19,
West Hollywood City Hall will be
illuminated in blue as well as the
globe lanterns above Santa Monica
Boulevard between Robertson
Boulevard and Hancock Avenue.
Blue is the international color of
recognition for human trafficking
awareness.
West Hollywood is also raising
awareness about #WearBlueDay, an
initiative of the Department of
Homeland Security DHS Blue
Campaign. It encourages community members to spread the word about
human trafficking by taking photos
of themselves, friends, family and
colleagues wearing blue clothing
and sharing them on social media
using hashtag #WearBlueDay. For
information, visit dhs.gov/blue-campaign.
DHS defines human trafficking as
“modern-day slavery [that] involves
the use of force, fraud or coercion to
obtain some type of labor or commercial sex act.” Victims are of all
genders, ages, races and socioeconomic backgrounds.
People who are already in vulnerable situations, such as migrants and
refugees fleeing conflict or disaster,
homeless LGBTQ youth, women
and girls, and children in poverty,
may be more likely to be targeted by
traffickers.
Human trafficking includes sex
trafficking, forced labor and domestic servitude. Any person under the
age of 18 involved in a commercial

sex act is considered a victim of
human trafficking.
According to the Polaris Project,
which publishes data based on calls,
text messages, webforms, emails
and webchats with the National
Human Trafficking Hotline, over 25
million people are trafficked worldwide. California is one of the largest
places where human trafficking
exists in the United States.
The COVID-19 pandemic intensified the scope and impact of human
trafficking. According to the 2021
Trafficking in Persons Report issued
by the U.S. Department of State, as
COVID-19 caused a global economic downturn, traffickers adapted
existing tactics to take advantage of
the circumstances of the pandemic.
The National Human Trafficking
Hotline reported a 40% increase in
emergency calls.
The Coalition to Abolish Slavery
and Trafficking reported a 185%
increase in human trafficking cases
during the pandemic. CAST’s most
urgent trafficking cases involved
homeless people. Anyone who is a
victim or knows of a trafficking situation is urged to call the National
Human Trafficking Hotline at
(888)373-7888 or text HELP or
INFO to 233733.
The Coalition to Abolish Slavery
and Trafficking provides legal and
social services for victims. For information, call (888)539-2373.
The Los Angeles County District
Attorney, Human Trafficking Victim
Assistance Program has specially
trained victim services representatives who assist minor and adult victims of trafficking. For assistance,
call (213)974-2039.

photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

The lanterns above Santa Monica Boulevard will be illuminated in blue in
observance of National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month.
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Tiny Home Village offers big solutions in 13th District

Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, opened a
new Tiny Home Village on Jan. 6 in
the Westlake District. It is the second such facility O’Farrell has
brought to his district in less than a
year, after the opening last summer
of a Tiny Home Village in Echo
Park.
“There is nothing compassionate
about enabling people to live or die
in squalor on the street, which is
why we must bring homeless
Angelenos into safe, secure, managed environments as quickly and
efficiently as we possibly can,”
O’Farrell said. “The Tiny Home
Villages we are successfully bringing to the 13th District are providing shelter and services to people
experiencing homelessness, and
putting people on the pathway to
wellness, stability and permanent
housing.”
Tiny homes are an innovative
interim housing model for people
experiencing homelessness. They
are manufactured by the company

Pallet Shelter. More than 80% of
Pallet’s team has experienced
homelessness, substance use disorder or has been involved with the
criminal justice system, and has
found stability through meaningful
employment. The cabins generally
measure 8-feet-by-8-feet and can
accommodate two individuals.
Larger cabins are available with
ADA accessibility. The size of the
cabins and the relative speed with
which they can be fabricated make
them a critical resource in addressing Los Angeles’s homelessness
crisis, O’Farrell added.
The Tiny Home Village in
Westlake includes 56 cabins and
can accommodate up to 109 people.
As of Jan. 6, more than 30 people
moved into the village, which also
provides on-site services including
restrooms, hygiene, laundry, case
management and security. All services will be managed by the nonprofit service provider Urban
Alchemy, which also manages the
Tiny Home Village in Echo Park.
“The most important thing right

Farmers Market and Cedars-Sinai
partner for blood drive from Jan. 13-15

The Original Farmers Market,
corner of Third and Fairfax, is hosting a blood drive with Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center from Thursday, Jan.
13, through Saturday, Jan. 15, in
observance of National Blood
Donor Month.
From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., the
Cedars-Sinai Bloodmobile will be
parked at the Farmers Market,
across from Cost Plus World
Market. Donors are encouraged to
make an appointment by visiting
donatebloodcedars.org. Walk-ups
are also welcome.
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center is
facing a critical blood shortage and
is encouraging donors to give blood
as soon as possible. Dr. Ellen
Klapper, director of transfusion
medicine and blood donor services
for the hospital, and Armando
Romero, associate director of
Transfusion Medicine, said supplies of blood products have been
consistently low during the past
two years due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
“We normally like to have a few
days’ inventory of blood on hand,
but we haven’t had the luxury of
that in a long time,” Klapper said.

Many schools, places of worship
and other organizations that held
regular blood drives before the pandemic have reduced or eliminated
in-person activities, including blood
drives. The two-year blood shortage
is in addition to an annual decrease
in donations that typically occurs
during the winter.
“That all has combined to create
a really tough situation for us here at
the hospital,” Romero said.
Donors must be 17 or older,
although teens who are 16 years old
may donate blood with parental
consent. Candidates must weigh at
least 110 pounds and be in good
general health. The minimum
required weight for 16-year-old
donors is 135 pounds.
People who have recently
received a COVID-19 vaccine must
wait three days before donating
blood. A current photo ID is
required. All donors will receive a
gift.
The Original Farmers Market is
located at 6333 W. Third St. For
information and appointments, visit
donatebloodcedars.org and use the
group donor name: Farmers
Market.

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

Cedars-Sinai Bloodmobile will be parked in front of Cost Plus World
Market.

now is that the work is being done,
and that our most vulnerable neighbors are being served. That’s what
Urban Alchemy is committed to:
doing the work and serving the people,” said Kirkpatrick Tyler, deputy
chief of governmental and community affairs for Urban Alchemy.
“We are honored to work with the
council office, Daughters of Charity
and our service provider partners to
bring more resources, love and support to this community, and we are
excited about the new Westlake
Tiny Home Village and the impact
photo courtesy of the 13th District council office
it will make to change lives.”
For information, visit cd13.lac- Council President Pro Tempore Mitch O’Farrell welcomed residents to
ity.org.
the new Tiny Home Village in the Westlake District.
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PATH selects Dietz as new Work keeps expanding along subway line
chief executive officer

People
Assisting
The
Homeless has announced that
Jennifer Hark Dietz has taken the
position of chief executive officer as of Jan. 1. PATH’s former
CEO, Joel John Roberts, is now
serving as CEO of PATH
Ventures, the housing development branch of the agency.
Roberts served as PATH’s
CEO for the last 25 years, beginning when the organization
served Los Angeles’ westside
with a 32-bed transitional housing facility and employment center. At the time, PATH had a
dozen staff members and an
annual budget of $500,000. Since
then, the PATH family of agencies, which includes PATH,
PATH Ventures and PATH
Partners, has grown into a
statewide homeless services and
housing development agency
serving
nearly
20%
of
California’s homeless population.
Dietz previously served as
executive director and deputy
chief executive officer of the
organization, leading PATH’s
strategic direction, business management and services across
California. She will continue to
guide
the
organization’s
statewide initiatives, working
with nearly 1,000 team members
to establish permanent solutions
to homelessness.
“PATH has been a trusted partner during my time as mayor,
building on its nearly four
decades of leadership and incredible work to support our
unhoused neighbors,” Los
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
said. “Together, we’ve brought
innovative solutions to this longstanding crisis, and I know that
Jennifer will bring compassion
and energy to the position of
CEO.”
In her previous positions,
Dietz managed the organization’s

photo courtesy of PATH

Jennifer Hark Dietz has been
appointed as CEO of PATH and
will help guide the organization’s
efforts to end homelessness.

assets, directed mergers and
acquisitions, analyzed risk for
new projects and programs, and
coordinated legal issues. Under
Dietz’s leadership, PATH’s programs have increased by more
than 20% each year. The organization has expanded operations
from $15 million to $140 million
annually, and currently provides
service for 26,000 individuals in
160 cities statewide. Dietz also
worked with PATH Ventures to
expand its portfolio to 2,150
units completed or under construction.
Dietz is a licensed clinical
social worker and longtime advocate for ending homelessness.
Prior to joining PATH, she
worked at the Greater Los
Angeles Department of Veterans
Affairs managing the nation’s
largest program to help veterans
and their families find supportive
housing.
For
information,
visit
epath.org.

The Los Angeles County
Transportation Authority is working
on the Purple Line extension subway project at many locations along
the
route
between
the
Wilshire/Western
and
Westwood/VA Hospital stations.
Work is increasing in January at
the western end of the line in
Westwood. Crews will continue
worksite preparation for the future
subway station on the VA Hospital
campus.
The work includes well monitoring, instrumentation, tree relocation,
utility relocation (storm drain, gas
line and sewer capping), hauling and
construction wall installation.
Construction will have a limited
impact on Wilshire Boulevard traffic. Access will be maintained for
VA residents, and hospital staff and
guests.
Work hours are 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday. Heavy
equipment throughout the project
site may cause intermittent noise.
Metro crews are also working in
the Caltrans basin near southbound
San Diego (405) Freeway in preparation for the Purple Line Extension
project. The work includes tree
removal, excavation and drainage
structure installation and will occur
form 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Freeway on-ramp
and off-ramp closures at Wilshire
Boulevard may be necessary.
Crews are also continuing excavation at the site of the future Century
City/Constellation subway station as
well as support for twin tunneling
machines that are currently excavating the subway tunnels under
Beverly Hills.
At Wilshire/Rodeo, crews are
working underground on the future
subway station, and at staging yards
near Wilshire Boulevard and Reeves
Drive. The work may require lane
closures on Wilshire Boulevard
between El Camino and Crescent
drives.
Similar underground construction
is ongoing at the site of another
future subway station near
Wilshire/La Cienega, where con-

County expands availability of COVID-19 testing kits
The Los Angeles County
Department of Health Services has
launched a new program to increase
and facilitate access to COVID-19
tests for residents unable to obtain
appointments.
The program will allow residents
to pick up a PCR test kit, perform the
test and return the completed kit to
designated locations for processing.
Residents will be notified of test
results within 24 to 48 hours.
The Pick-Up Testing Kit program
is the latest in a series of L.A. County
efforts to expand testing capacity as
demand grows. Recent efforts to
expand capacity include increasing
the days and hours of operation for
existing sites, adding mobile testing
units and providing home testing kits,
which are intermittent availability via
mail as supply allows.
The new Pick-Up Testing Kit program will operate at 13 testing sites
across L.A. County. Pick-Up Test
Kits will be available without an
appointment until daily supplies are
exhausted. The Pick-Up Testing Kits
will test for both COVID-19 and
Influenza (A and B), the same as all
L.A. County-operated testing locations.
“We look forward to reducing the
waiting time to get tested for individuals unable to book an appointment,”

said Paula Siler, director of community mobile testing operations at the
L.A. County Department of Health
Services. “Once all 13 Pick-Up
Testing locations are fully operating
and once our home testing kit by
mail program is simultaneously
relaunched, we will have successfully added over 10,000 additional
daily COVID tests available to the
residents of L.A. County.”
The new Pick-Up Testing Kits are
available to all residents who are
experiencing symptoms or believe

they have been exposed to someone
with COVID-19. To preserve limited
resources, the kits are not intended for
use by those testing as a requirement
to return to school, work or participate in other activities. The Pick-Up
Testing Kits offer only PCR testing,
not rapid testing. Individuals who
need to get tested as part of a requirement for work oe school should seek
testing via their employer, school district or the entity requiring the testing.
To find COVID-19 testing sites, visit
covid19.lacounty.gov/testing.

photo courtesy of Metro

Crews are removing mud and debris from the tunnels near Wilshire/La
Brea as permanent rails are being installed.

crete and material deliveries are
expected to become more frequent
as the project moves forward. Crews
are also installing poles with technical equipment and sensors along
Wilshire Boulevard in Beverly Hills
to monitor impacts caused by construction activities.
At the future Wilshire/La Cienega
subway station, crews are continuing construction of appendages,
which are passageways and rooms
adjacent to the main station. The
work is expected to last through
October 2022. A K-rail work zone is
in place on the north side of Wilshire
Boulevard between San Vicente
Boulevard and Gale Drive. The
work includes excavation and support, material delivery and hauling.
Noise mitigations will be implemented during construction.
A K-rail work zone is also in place
at the southwest corner of Wilshire

Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue to
support underground subway station
construction. Orange Grove Avenue
remains closed south of Wilshire
Boulevard, and Ogden Drive will be
closed intermittently as construction
progresses.
Crews are installing subway rails
and removing mud and debris from
the tunnels near the Wilshire/La
Brea subway station. Work includes
underground pipe relocation and
appendage room construction.
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced
to two lanes in each direction
between Orange Drive and Detroit
Street through the end of the first
quarter of 2022.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net, or
visit metro.net.
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LGBT center outlines impacts on pharmacy Martinez announces plan to

The staff of the Los Angeles
LGBT Center’s pharmacy has been
stretched especially thin in recent
weeks by the surge in COVID-19
cases in Southern California fueled
by the omicron variant.
On National Pharmacist Day,
observed on Jan. 12, the center’s
director of pharmacy services Nicole
Thibeau emphasized that the pharmacy’s approximately 60 employees
remain focused on the health and
well-being of the community.
“They are driven by the mission
of the center and by helping the really vulnerable patients, that’s what’s
getting them through right now,”
Thibeau said. “But they are definitely tired.”
Located on the first floor of the
center’s McDonald-Wright Building
in Hollywood, the pharmacy filled
more than 200,000 prescriptions last
year for approximately 5,500 individual clients. Staff also administered hundreds of doses of the
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine to center employees and clients. The pharmacy’s services also include private
consultations with staff members
who answer questions about medications, especially HIV-drug regimens and side effects.
“Here at the center, all of our pharmacists are certified experts in HIV,
as well as very highly culturally
competent in terms of caring for the
LGBT community, so our clients are
going to have a different experience
when they come to our pharmacy,”
Thibeau added. “We understand that
a patient’s gender identity may not
match their external appearance and
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help low-income residents
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Staff members at the Los Angeles LGBT Center’s pharmacy on Schrader
Boulevard have been impacted by the surge in COVID-19 cases, but the
pharmacy remains open to serve the needs of the community.

know how to do all the billing
around hormones and HIV treatments. People aren’t going to feel
excluded or judged by coming here
in a way that you might – intentionally or unintentionally – when you
seek medical care elsewhere.”
The pharmacy staff works closely
with physicians, nurses, nutritionists, case managers and mental
health providers to help achieve
health care goals.
“Your pharmacist tends to be the
health professional that you have the
most access to; you’re going to see
them more frequently and you can
just call them,” Thibeau said. “Your

pharmacist is the medication expert
more than any other type of medical
professional. Lean into that, use
them for that.”
The staff has been impacted in
recent weeks by the surge in
COVID-19 cases, which has led to
shortened weekday hours. Hours are
currently 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The pharmacy is open to the general public and accepts Medi-Cal,
AIDS Drug Assistance Program
benefits and most private insurance
plans. It is located at 1625 N.
Schrader Blvd. For information, call
(323)993-7513, or visit lalgbtcenter.org/health-services/pharmacy.

Los Angeles City Council
President Nury Martinez, 6th
District, introduced her Elevate
L.A. agenda on Jan. 11 to address
systemic inequality.
“As we begin year three of this
pandemic, it’s clear that the city
can’t set aside the work that
we’ve set out to achieve until this
pandemic ends,” Martinez said.
“We can’t wait to turn Los
Angeles into a city that works for
everyone. Inequality persists
throughout the world, but as leaders in the city of Los Angeles, we
have a duty and a responsibility to
do everything we can to prevent it
here. For Angelenos to succeed,
we must be a city that uplifts all.
Together, we must Elevate L.A.”
In an address to the City
Council, Martinez detailed a
comprehensive agenda to tackle
inequity across the city and introduced a series of motions as a
starting point for breaking the
cycle of poverty. In Los Angeles,
one-fifth of all children under the
age of 5 live in poverty. Martinez
announced a goal to end family
and childhood poverty in Los
Angeles by 2035.
“We are failing our kids and we
are failing the future of our city.
As leaders, we must take it upon
ourselves to actively work to
break the cycle of poverty in this
city,” Martinez added. “No child
should go to bed at night after
overhearing their parents’ conver-

sation, wondering if they will lose
their home. We owe that to the
children of this city.”
Martinez also announced a
commitment to making the city a
more “mom-friendly” workplace.
She said the city, as well as the
private sector, needs to make
changes that accommodate working families.
“The current state of this city
requires both parents to work out
of necessity,” she said. “Yet the
cost of childcare can consume
nearly one parent’s entire salary.
We need everyone to step up –
public and private sector – to
make the workplace more momfriendly.”
The council president also
announced a plan to build generational wealth through home
ownership. In her address, she
noted Los Angeles’ unaffordable
housing market and recognized
the historic racial biases that led
to low homeownership in communities of color. Currently, less
than half of Black and Hispanic
households own their homes, as
compared to 74% of white households.
To begin tackling the impact
that racism and poverty have on
home ownership, Martinez introduced a motion to create new
financing tools for low income
property owners to upgrade and
build additional units. For information, visit nury-martinez.com.

ALL ABOARD THE

Blue Plate EXPRESS

dinners for 4 - $4995
Take Out • Delivery only!

#1 Blue Plate EXPRESS

Chicken Pot Pies -moist chicken, green peas, carrots,
potatoes and gravy topped with buttery crust
Mixed green salad with choice of dressing

#2 Blue Plate EXPRESS

Meatloaf – Topped with brown mushroom gravy
Creamy Mashed potatoes
Fresh Seasonal Vegetables

Open M-F
6:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 6 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.

#3 Blue Plate EXPRESS

Turkey Dinner - hand carved with all the trimmings
Creamy Mashed Potatoes
Fresh Seasonal Vegetables

#4 Blue Plate EXPRESS

Macaroni & Cheese Casserole, Bacon garnish

#5 Blue Plate EXPRESS

(2) Full Stacks – Buttermilk Hotcakes
Scrambled Eggs
Hash Browns
Bacon or Sausage
Freshly brewed Coffee
Add 5.00 for any Specialty Hotcakes
(Pie or Stack of Hotcakes not included)

Dinner for 4
includes a Whole Fruit Pie
or a Full Stack of Hotcakes!
Your Choice!

In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Order Direct or from
Chow Now • Postmates
DoorDash • Uber Eats

Follow Us!

@duparsfm
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Celebrate National Sticker Day with Sticker Planet
National Sticker Day on
Thursday, Jan. 13 celebrates the
birthday of Stan Avery, who
invented the first self-adhesive
label in 1935. Sticker Planet at the
Original Farmers Market is the
only store of its kind, selling only
things that stick. For 30 years, the
family-owned store has stocked
thousands of stickers and is celebrating National Sticker Day with
a 24-hour sale of everything in its
retail store and its website, stickerplanet.com.
“We pride ourselves on having
the best selection of creative stick-

SongFest offers
opportunities for
female composers

Emerging women composers are
encouraged to apply for the
SongFest-Sorel
Composer
Mentorship Program, being offered
from June 6-12.
The program is a week of study
for five emerging women composers ages 35 and younger, with
full scholarship. The program is for
pianists and vocalists and focusses
on American song.
Composers will be chosen
through an application process and
will work with senior composition
faculty in an intensive and open
environment. The program will
involve master classes, individual
lessons, lectures, discussions on
poetry and text setting, performances of work and opportunities
to engage with SongFest faculty
and students. Premieres will take
place during a recital dedicated to
new American music, with works
by the faculty and the postponed
world premiere by 2020 Sorel composer, Sheila Silver, and 2022 Sorel
Composer, Juhi Bansal.
The application deadline is Feb.
21, and the registration fee is $40.
Students will be notified on Friday,
March 11, and composers must
accept by Friday, March 18.
From March 21-April 1, selected
composers will have virtual sessions with SongFest composers.
First drafts of approximately 7-12
minutes of music (approx. 2-4
songs) will be composed and
revised, edited and premiered at
SongFest, which will held from
June 3-27.
For information and to apply,
visit songfest.us/composer-mentorship.
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ers you’ll find anywhere,” coowner Hilary Kraft said. “We have
stickers for crafting, home decorating, scrapbooking and just plain
fun. And, we have hundreds of different types, from flowers to food
to animals and so much more.
We’ve been in business three
decades, and we’re still finding
new kinds of stickers to sell all the
time.”
Anyone placing an online order
on National Sticker Day, or who
signs up for Sticker Planet’s enewsletter, will receive a code for
a $5 discount on a future online

order.
“It’s truly special to have a store
that brings so many people so
much joy,” co-founder Richard
Kraft added. “During the pandemic, we decided to reach out beyond
our city, so we created our website. It has been amazing to see
how many people from around the
country and world are enjoying
the huge selection of stickers that
we can now send them.”
The Original Farmers Market is
located at 6333 W. Third St.
photo courtesy of Sticker Planet
For information, visit stickerplanSticker Planet at the Farmers Market offers thousands of stickers.
et.com.
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Golden Globe Awards held in Beverly Hills
The Hollywood Foreign Press
Association on Jan. 9 announced
the winners of the 79th annual
Golden Globe Awards from the
Beverly Hilton. Winners included
actors Nicole Kidman, Will Smith,
Rachel Zegler, Andrew Garfield
and Jason Sudeikis.
“The Power of the Dog,” “West
Side Story,” “Encanto” and “Drive
My Car” were among the film winners.
In addition to recognizing 2021’s
best in film and television, the
Golden Globe Awards shined a
light on the long-established philanthropy work of the HFPA, honoring a range of grantees during the
program.
HFPA president Helen Hoehne
opened the ceremony and welcomed attendees composed of
select HFPA members and
grantees. For 25 years, the HFPA
has donated more than $50 million
to more than 70 entertainmentrelated charities, film restoration,
scholarship programs and humanitarian efforts. The evening honored

the achievements of the grantees as
well.
“Last year the Hollywood
Foreign Press Association was
challenged to change – and we did
– both internally within the association, as well as [by] adding 21
members to bring fresh perspectives,” Hoehne said. “We are on a
journey of change, and we’re not
going to rest. We are going to be
outspoken about what we’re learning and challenge others to join
us.”
At the conclusion of her remarks,
Tige Charity, executive director of
Kids in The Spotlight, took the
stage to provide an overview of the
organization, and then announced
the first two awards of the evening.
Throughout the event, various
HFPA grant recipients and nonprofit leaders spoke about the work
of their respective organizations,
followed by the announcement of
award category winners.
HFPA chief diversity officer Neil
Phillips introduced Kyle Bowser,
senior vice president of the

NAACP Hollywood Bureau, who
further discussed the “Reimagine
Coalition,” a joint five-year initiative between the HFPA and
NAACP that aims to increase
diversity, equity and inclusion
across the global entertainment
industry.
“Imagination is the currency that
sustains and propels the entertainment industries,” Bowser said.
“Creative storytellers possess an
amazing ability to conceive people,
places and circumstances that
transpose us all to fantastical
realms of ‘make believe.’ But for
many of us, the imagination of the
dominant culture is the most vulnerable, unhealthy and dangerous
place to reside. Our race, origin,
photo courtesy of the Hollywood Foreign Press Association
ethnicity, gender, sexual orientaThe
79th
annual
Golden
Globe
Awards were held on Jan. 9 at the
tion, physical capability and mental
Beverly
Hilton.
capacity are but a few of the unique
qualities we embody, but the
invaluable perspectives, methods shortcomings,” but the “NAACP to emulate.”
and talents we offer are routinely supports their effort to reform
Four organizations – Get Lit,
discounted or discredited.”
and applauds HFPA’s offer to Streetlights, St. Elmo Village and
Bowser added that attention “has share its transitional experience as Las Fotos – were honored through
deservedly been paid to the HFPA’s a template for the entire industry individual video vignettes.

LA Phil announces winter-spring programs

Los Angeles Philharmonic has
announced new details of the its
winter-spring programs at Walt
Disney Concert Hall, now through
June 14. In addition, starting Jan.
18, all audience members who are
eligible must have received a
COVID-19 booster dose in addition to being fully vaccinated in to
attend performances at Walt
Disney Concert Hall.
The 2022 programs include signature LA Phil initiatives: the
Power to the People! Festival
organized by music and artistic
director Gustavo Dudamel and
creative chair for jazz Herbie
Hancock; the multi-year PanAmerican Music Initiative, curated this season by composer
Gabriela Ortiz; the multidisciplinary, multi-genre Gen X Festival
curated in part by composer
Thomas Adès; newly announced
concerts with Father John Misty

(Feb. 25), Nas (May 1) and Liz
Phair (May 10) now on sale; concerts by Damon Albarn (Jan. 24),
Sparks (Feb. 7 and 8), Andy Shauf
(March 11) and José González
(March 15); and significantly
expanded humanities events
throughout the season that explore
ideas and themes beyond the
stage.
“Even though there are many
challenges still ahead, we enter this
new year full of hope,” Dudamel
said. “After returning to live performances this past fall, we were
reminded once again of the power
and impact of art. These upcoming
events are a beautiful expression of
that impact and of the way that
music can speak to us across any
divide. It can speak to us through
time and generations, as we see in
our Gen X Festival. It can reach
across continents, as the rhythms of
our Pan-American Music Initiative

resonate over walls and borders. It
can converse with empathy and
urgency, as in our Power to the
People! Festival. And, as we will
show in our collaboration with
Deaf West Theatre in Beethoven’s
Fidelio, it can even speak without
making a sound, touching the most
profoundly universal aspects of
humanity.”
“The programs we’re announcing for the second half of the season
include a wealth of humanities
events that support the LA Phil’s
mission of engaging and inspiring
the broadest possible audience,”
LA Phil chief executive officer
Chad Smith said. “Under Gustavo’s
artistic leadership, we are reaching
out more and more to connect our
community with the meanings and
values of the music on our stage.
This is part of the future of the LA
Phil: deepening the experience of
our concerts and exploring all the

dimensions of our music.”
Further, LA Phil announced initial details of the Hollywood Bowl
Jazz Festival (formerly Playboy
Jazz Festival) presented by the LA
Phil at the Hollywood Bowl from
June 25–26.
An artistically exciting and
eclectic line-up of performers has
been confirmed, including latenight sensations The Roots, drummer and producer extraordinaire
Terri Lyne Carrington + Social
Science, horn sensations and audience pleasers Tower of Power,
vocalist Gregory Porter, Nigerian
superstar Femi Kuti & The Positive
Force and guitar virtuoso Cory
Wong.
The full line-up for the 2022
Hollywood Bowl Jazz Festival will
be announced on Feb. 15 in tandem
with the entire Hollywood Bowl
summer 2022 season. Two-day festival packages are currently available.
For information, call (323)8502000 or visit hollywoodbowl.com.

WeHo’s Winter Sounds series returns

LA Phil concert postponed
photo courtesy of the LA Phil

Itzhak Perlman

LA Phil concert postponed
Due to the surge in the
COVID-19 cases, violinist Itzhak
Perlman has postponed his West
Coast tour from January to April
2022.
As a result, the Walt Disney
Concert Hall Colburn Celebrity
Recital on Jan. 26 featuring
Perlman and pianist Rohan De
Silva will be rescheduled to April

24, at 7:30 p.m. The program will
include works by Handel, Mozart
and Bruch.
Tickets for the original concert
will be valid for the new date on
April 24. For other ticket options,
including exchange, account
credit, donation or refunds, call
the LA Phil’s Audience Services
at (323)850-2000.

As a surge in COVID-19 cases
continues, the city of West
Hollywood is holding a virtual
presentation of its WeHo Sounds
Free Concert Series on three
evenings in January and
February.
The concert series begins on
Tuesday, Jan. 25, at 7 p.m. with
“The Bandit and The Queen” featuring vocalists Cody Belew and
Hannah Blaylock, who have
opened for Grammy-award winning country artists Little Big
Town, Blake Shelton, Reba
McEntire and Rascal Flatts.
Gregory Allison will perform on

Tuesday, Feb. 8, at 7 p.m. The violinist’s training in South Indian
classical music brings a melodic
fluency and emotional spark to his
compositions.
The series finale will be held on
Friday, Feb. 22, at 7 p.m. and will
feature the trio Charged Particles.
Celebrating its 29th anniversary,
Charged Particles performs funky
Latin jazz and creative arrangements of jazz standards.
West Hollywood’s 2022 WeHo
Sounds Free Concert Series is
organized by the city’s Arts
Division. For information, visit
weho.org/wehosounds.

Metro seeks input on 2023 budget

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority is seeking public feedback on its fiscal year 2023 budget.
As Los Angeles continues to
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, Metro plans to ensure its
budget and spending reflects the
needs and preferences of customers and riders. Members of the

public are asked to provide input
in a 10-minute online survey.
People who take the survey can
enter to win a $50 Target gift card
or a monthly Metro TAP card.
The survey will be available
through Monday, Jan. 24,
by visiting metro.cvent.com/surveys/Welcome.aspx?s=49688615f06e-4b6c-ab3a-4868f7f3bd1c.
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

La Boucheire
reopens

T

he elegant steakhouse La
Boucheire reopens tomorrow,
Jan. 14, on the 71st floor of the
InterContinental Los Angeles
Downtown. The breathtaking, skyhigh dining experience has a new
menu featuring premium, sustainably-sourced beef and seafood, as

well as vegetarian and vegan
options including black garlic eggplant with chickpea cream. Chef de
Cuisine David Wolfskill’s menu
includes a prime seafood tower, 32ounce Australian wagyu tomahawk
and a 32-ounce Creekstone Farms
USDA prime porterhouse. Grilled
seafood options include charred
Spanish octopus, loupe de mer and
Ora King salmon. More than 1,000
hand-selected wines are available

photo courtesy of La Boucherie

The bar area at La Boucherie is elegant and inviting.

Cozy up to a nice pot
roast for dinner!

to pair with dinner. 900 Wilshire
Blvd., (213)688-7777.

Kitchen United MIX
giveaway

T

he grand opening of Kitchen
United Mix, the first “store
within a store” concept inside
Westwood’s Ralphs, will be held on
Tuesday, Jan. 18, from 4 to 7 p.m.
Kitchen United Mix is Los
Angeles’ new culinary destination
with an ordering station in the grocery store featuring 10 independently operated local and national
restaurants. Shoppers can choose
freshly prepared meals for takeout
or delivery and create a customized
order from multiple restaurants, all
on one bill. The first 100 guests to
register online by Jan. 14 will
receive a free dinner at Kitchen
United MIX. The promo code
offers $25 for diners to mix and
match meals from restaurant partners including bushi by JINYA,
Dog Haus, The Impossible Sho,
Fresh Brothers Pizza and SAJJ
Mediterranean. 10850 W. Le Conte
Ave.order.kitchenunited.com/losa
ngeles-westwood-ralphs.

photo courtesy of Pitchoun

Pitchoun at the Beverly Center offers different varieties of delectable
king cakes.

Pitchoun celebrates Mardi Gras with
three king cakes

T

he family-owned French bakery Pitchoun at the Beverly Center is
offering three versions of king cake including a brioche king cake,
through Jan. 31. The Provence king cake has a brioche crown, candied
fruit and nuts, while the traditional round Parisian king cake is made
with buttery puff pastry layers and a rich almond-based filling. Pitchoun
also makes a king cake with chocolate puff pastry filled with almond
and chocolate. 8500 Beverly Blvd., (323)381-5328.

National Strawberry Ice Cream Day!
,
y
a
d
ur
Sat h!
Jan. 15t
Celebrate with a
Delicious
Hand-Scooped
Strawberry
Shake!

Beef Chuck Boneless
Pot Roast
$6.98 per lb.
with this ad • exp. 1/19/2022
6333 W. Third St.
In The Original
Farmers Market

323.938.5131

marcondas.com

Order Direct
Chow Now
Postmates
DoorDash
Uber Eats

In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446
(323) 933-8447

Kid’s
Cones
99¢

ages 12 & under
Follow Us!

@duparsfm
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National Pastrami
Day at Canter’s

C

elebrate National Pastrami Day
tomorrow with one of the best,
a Canter’s pastrami piled high on
rye. Be sure to pair it with Canter’s
famous pickles and finish with a
black and white cookie. Canter’s is
open for dine-in, take out and delivery with their full menu available.
Visit the flagship location on
Fairfax, or the new store in West
L.A. 419 N. Fairfax Ave., (323)

651-2030; 12109 Santa Monica
Blvd. at Bundy, (424) 317-0307.

Bark & Brunch at
The Godfrey Hotel

T

o kick off 2022, the retro
restaurant ALK at The Godfrey
Hotel is offering a monthly Bark &
Brunch on the dog-friendly outdoor
patio. Starting on Saturday, Jan. 15,
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
guests and their furry friends can
order from a selection of plantbased and vegan options, as well as
premium fish and meat dishes.
ALK’s new Bark & Brunch
includes complimentary petapproved cocktails and gifts on the
third Saturday of each month.

photo courtesy of The Godfrey Hotel

photo by Andy Kitchen

The Godfrey Hotel in Hollywood is
pet-friendly.

Guests can order “The Wag to the
Left” made with organic short rib
bone broth, filtered water and carrotdiamonds. They are also preparing the “Bring Me Cesar Milan”
made with organic chicken stock,
filtered water and beet hearts.
Additional Bark & Brunches will
be held on Feb. 19 and March 19.
1400 N. Cahuenga Blvd.,
(323)762-1000.

Breadblok celebrates
Gluten-Free Day all
year long

E

very day is National GlutenFree Day at Breadblok. The
seasonal menu offers gluten-free
breads, croissants, tarts, doughnuts
and scones, plus vegan milks,
quiches, salads, sandwiches and
organic jams. Breadblok sets a new
standard in gluten-free baking,
using only the finest, purest ingredients to make artisan breads and
pastries that satisfy the needs of
every health-conscious lifestyle.
Everything is handmade from
scratch using organic, wheat-free,
soy-free and gum-free flour and no
refined sugars. The restaurant is

photo courtesy of Kitchen United MIX

Order from multiple restaurants on one bill at Kitchen United Mix, which
recently opened at the Ralphs supermarket in Westwood.

planning to soon open another location in Silver Lake. 1511 Montana
Ave., (310)310-8576, and the soon
to open restaurant at 1529 Griffith
Park Blvd., (213)444-1874.

Cafe Gratitude

C

ollaborating with Breadblok,
Café Gratitude is offering

gluten-free “I Am Connected”
bread bowls filled with its soup of
the day available through January
at all Café Gratitude locations,
including the Larchmont, Venice
and the Arts District restaurants.
639 N. Larchmont Blvd.,
(323)580-6383; 512 Rose Ave.,
(424)231-8000; and 300 S. Santa
Fe Ave., (213)929-5580.

BREAD PUDDING KIT!
Assemble
at Home!

Very
Popular!
Sells quickly!

Our Bread Pudding Kit comes with
Vanilla Ice Cream, Whipped Fresh Cream
Caramel Sauce and Berries garnish.
Family Size $22.00 - serves 6
Individual size $9.95

Open Everyday
M-F 6:30 am-7:30 pm
Sat & Sun 6 am-7:30 pm

In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Order Direct or from
Chow Now • Postmates
DoorDash • Uber Eats

Follow Us!
@duparsfm
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Jan. 2 and Jan. 8. The information was compiled from crimemapping.com.
To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los Angeles Police
Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and the
Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

At 4:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 300
block of N. Bedford.

Jan. 2

An unknown suspect committed a
commercial burglary in the 9600
block of Santa Monica at 6 p.m.

At 2:19 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Santa Monica
and Crescent.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of N.
Bedford at 2:30 a.m.
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a commercial burglary
in the 400 block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
S. La Peer at 6 p.m.

Jan. 3
At 2:23 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Robertson and
Olympic.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 300 block of N.
Rodeo at 5:58 p.m.
At 6:36 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 300
block of N. Rodeo.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Whitworth and Rexford at 7:45
p.m.

Jan. 5

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
200 block of Gale.

Jan. 7
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Wilshire
and Robertson at 3:42 p.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a commercial burglary
in the 100 block of S. Bedford.

Jan. 8
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9600 block of
Wilshire at 2:18 p.m.
At 2:49 p.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs in
the 300 block of N. Canon.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
S. Elm at 3:24 p.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
Jan. 2
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1000 block of N.
Genesee at 5:14 a.m.

burglary in the 1000 block of N.
Fairfax at 9:35 p.m.

committed a grand theft in the
5800 block of Camerford.

assaulted a victim in the 7200
block of Franklin.

Jan. 6

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
N. Spaulding at 11:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 100 block of S.
Croft at 6 p.m.

At 12:01 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
100 block of N. La Cienega.

At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1300 block of N. Formosa.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6200 block of
Orange at 1:15 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5200 block of
Wilshire at 8:30 p.m.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
6700 block of Whitely Terrace.

At 9:25 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6100 lock of
Lexington.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Las Palmas and Selma at 3:33
p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
N. Hudson at 10 p.m.

At noon, an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8400
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8200 block of Santa
Monica at noon.
At 4:12 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1200
block of La Brea.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 8900 block of
Santa Monica at 5:43 p.m.
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
700 block of N. La Cienega.

Jan. 7
At 12:40 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
8000 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8700 block of
Melrose at 2:25 p.m.
At 3:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7200
block of Fountain.

Jan. 8

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 600 block of
N. Sierra Bonita.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of N.
Larchmont at 7 p.m. A second burglary was reported in the same
area at 8 p.m.
At 8:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6400 block
of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 100 block of N.
Clark at 11:30 p.m.

At 12:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
8800 block of Santa Monica.

At 11:55 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
1600 block of N. Cherokee.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 8500 block of
Olympic at 6:30 a.m.

Jan. 4

At 6:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8500
block of Olympic.

At 12:15 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Cherokee and
Selma.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 900 block of
Genesee at 1:38 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Raleigh and Van Ness at 4:30 a.m.

At 3:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Highland and First.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8500 block of Santa
Monica at 6 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7000 block of
Hollywood at 11:55 a.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of McCadden and
Hawthorn.

At 1:50 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of La Cienega and
Olympic.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
900 block of Larrabee.

Jan. 3

At midnight, an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1000 block of S.
Holt at 8 a.m.

At 10:25 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
1000 block of Genesee.

Los Angeles Police
Department

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of N.
Bronson at 4 p.m.

At 11:36 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a residential burglary in the 400 block of N. Palm.

An unknown suspect committed a
residential burglary in the 900
block of Fairfax at 11:32 p.m.

Jan. 2

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1000
block of N. Western.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 9100 block of
Wilshire at 3 p.m.

At 1:58 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 900
block of Havenhurst.

At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of N. Bedford.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9600 block of
Wilshire at 6:46 p.m.

Jan. 6
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 400 block of S.
Oakhurst at 6:30 a.m.
At 11:37 a.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 9600
block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
N. Camden at 12:58 p.m.
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a commercial burglary
in the 400 block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9600 block of
Brighton at 2:15 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1000 block of N.
Sierra Bonita at 3:45 p.m.

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
pickpocketed a victim in the 6000
block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6600 block of
Wilshire at 12:05 p.m.

Jan. 4

At 12:12 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 8400 block of Third.

At 12:45 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
8800 block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
S. Fuller at 2 p.m.

Jan. 5

At 5:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1500
block of N. Vine.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8600 block of
Sunset at 10:30 a.m.
At 10:45 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
7100 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8500 block of
Melrose at 3 p.m.
At 7:02 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8400
block of Melrose.
An unknown suspect committed a

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8500 block of
Beverly at 6 p.m.
At 8 pm., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 600
block of S. La Brea.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5400 block of Sixth
at 10 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Citrus and Melrose.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Selma and Schrader at 10:35 p.m.

Jan. 6
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of S.
Cloverdale at 1 a.m.
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6200
block of Fountain.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of LA Brea
and Melrose at 1:45 p.m.
At 5:43 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 900 block of
N. Wilcox at 10 p.m.

Jan. 7
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6400 block of Yucca
at 1 a.m.
At 5:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Santa Monica and Wilton.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
The Grove at 12:30 p.m.
At 1:50 p.m., a robbery was reported in the 5800 block of Third.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1200 block of Vine at
3:10 p.m.
At 5:31 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1000 bock of Lilian.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5800 block of
Harold at 6:29 p.m.
At 11:10 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
6800 block of Santa Monica.

Jan. 8
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 5600 block of Sixth at
12:45 a.m.
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6500
block of La Mirada.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1300 block of N.
Sierra Bonita at 10:30 a.m.
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Wilshire and Hauser.

Jan. 5

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 900 block of
Genesee at 1:38 p.m.

At 6:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6200 block
of Hollywood.

At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
La Brea and Fountain.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7100
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect pickpocketed
a victim near the corner of Wilcox
and Hollywood at 12:01 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 100 block of N.
La Cienega at 8:05 p.m.

Jan. 3

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
S. Robertson at 4:50 p.m. A second vehicle burglary was reported
in the same area at 10 p.m.

At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect

At 5:50 p.m., an unknown suspect

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 5900 block of
Wilshire at 6:15 p.m.

At 11:30 pm., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1300
block of N. McCadden.
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It’s All Day Baby for me
BY JILL WEINLEIN
If you ever have the chance to
meet or work with Big Sunday
founder David Levinson, you are in
for a treat. Since 1999, Levinson
has been leading volunteers of all
ages in helping those in need. From
babies to seniors, Levinson and his
team are matchmakers offering
opportunities for those seeking to
help others in the community. I call
him Mr. L.A., because he offers
everyone he meets a smile, laugh
and feeling of worthiness.
One Friday evening, my husband
and I joined Levinson and his wife,
Ellie, at All Day Baby for dinner.
Levinson told us that he previously
enjoyed brunch at the restaurant
and really liked the food, and was
excited to experience dinner at the
small and casual restaurant in Silver
Lake. We smiled, laughed and had a
very good meal.
Chef Jonathan Whitener opened
All Day Baby with Lien Ta in 2019,
after opening their endeavor Here’s
Looking At You in Koreatown. Ta
is co-founder of RE:Her, a nonprofit devoted to the advancement and
empowerment of women restaurateurs. Not only is All Day Baby a
restaurant, it also has a nice cocktail
bar and bakery counter filled with
sweet and savory delights. Visit on
Wednesday or Thursday to enjoy
one of their $9 martinis.
The bar makes pretty and creative cocktails that include the
ADB Painkiller made with aged
rum, passionfruit liqueur, coconut
cream and a splash of pineapple
and orange juices with a strawberry
float. I was about to order one until
our server announced that the mezcal margaritas were $9, so we
ordered a round to sip with a plate
of crispy hushpuppies.
Made from a batter of cornmeal
and scallions, the hushpuppies are
deep-fried and served with a pleasing smoky maple butter. We eagerly
broke them open and spread soft
butter onto the warm biscuit and
watched it instantly melt. Next, a
plate of deviled eggs with blue crab
arrived with a creamy and slightly
spicy dynamite sauce that lingered
pleasantly on the tastebuds.
The chicory salad received high
marks around the table with its
smoked pecans, sliced apples, goat
gouda and a delicious honey mustard vinaigrette. Two other dishes
we enjoyed with the margaritas
were the signature queso fundido
and tostada de carne cruda.
Queso fundido, a flavorful, fondue-like molten cheese dip was
served in a hot black skillet. Made
with melted white, semi-hard
Oaxacan cheese, chopped onions
and minced smoked longaniza
sausage, it was served with flour
tortillas. We happily spread a
spoonful onto a tortilla, rolled it and
took a bite. It was so delicious that
we all wished there were more tortillas.
Chef Whitener has a flair for creative Southern California Mexican
cuisine, especially the tostada de
carne cruda. A crispy shell holds
raw brisket and an intense Mexican
black salsa made with roasted
tomatoes and peppers, creating a
deep dark salsa negra color.
Smooth avocado balances the flavors, and cilantro plus a squeeze of
lime give the tostada an earthy and
acidic finish.
Other comforting and popular
dishes include the crayfish etouffee
with jasmine fried rice, scallions,
baby corn and lap xuong, and oyster pot pies filled with seasonal oys-

ters, mushrooms, leeks and bacon.
Some of the heartiest dishes on
the menu are the 20-ounce New
York “steak ’n taters” with a special
ADB steak sauce and fries, and the
smoked pork tomahawk chop with
mustard and dill flavored beans.
Diners can sip boozy and creamy
milkshakes for dessert or try pastry
chef Thessa Diadem’s delights,
such as purple yam (ube) coconut
pie with a flakey crust, chewy
brown butter chocolate chip cookies, key lime pie and German
chocolate marshmallow pie.
To kick off 2022, All Day Baby is
offering smoked whitefish dip with
a malted chive waffle, plus one
ounce of classic black osetra caviar.
The restaurant has also added sea
bream schnitzel with lemon to
squeeze on top for pescatarians.

This week, the restaurant is serving a special JFC-OTOTO dinner
through Jan. 14, available on Tock.
Chef Charles Namba and Courtney
Kaplan, from Tsubaki, are collaborating with All Day Baby. For $58,
the dinner for two includes a fivepiece bucket of buttermilk and sansho fried chicken, daikon salad,
ume shiso vinaigrette, cabbage
slaw with sweet potato vinegar,
shrimp and macaroni gratin, and a
biscuit from All Day Baby with
spicy honey butter. To order, visit
exploretock.com/tsubaki.
Almost everything on All Day
Baby’s menu is available for takeout and delivery. The restaurant
offers outdoor, indoor and bar seating for dinner from 5 to 10 p.m.,
Wednesday through Saturday.
Breakfast, weekend brunch, lunch
and happy hour are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
All Day Baby is closed on Monday
and Tuesday. $$. 3200 Sunset
Blvd., (323)741-0082, alldaybabyla.com.

photo courtesy of Richard Pink

Celebrity sighting at Pink’s
photo courtesy of All Day Baby

The hush puppies at All Day Baby crunch at first bite and are made even
better with the smoky maple butter.

Griddle
at
Home!

h
Add Fresfor
Berries ra!
$5 ext

Our World Famous
Hotcake Batter!

32 oz. - $11.98 • 16 oz. - $9.98
includes melted butter & syrup
Call Now to Order!

In the Original
Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8447 Bakery
(323)933-8446 Restaurant

You never know who is going to stop by Pinks Hot Dogs! Martha
Stewart popped in to the venerable hot dog stand on Tuesday and
ordered the dog with her moniker - a 9-inch stretch dog, relish,
onions, bacon, chopped tomatoes, sauerkraut and sour cream. Stop
by today and try one of Pink’s 36 varieties of hot dogs, a dozen varieties of burgers, fries and onion rings. Located at Pink’s Square near
the corner of La Brea Avenue and Melrose.

It’s National Pastrami
Day, Jan. 14!
Enjoy the best!

Dine-In, Take Out &
Delivery available 24 hours!
Come see us at our 2nd location
12109 Santa Monica Blvd. at Bundy
(424) 317-0307
Since 1931

World Famous, Award Winning Restaurant • Deli • Bakery • Bar

419 N. Fairfax Ave. (323) 651-2030
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Social Impact Media Awards unveil finalists
The finalists for the 10th annual
Social Impact Media Awards have
been announced, with film entries
from 25 countries.
From protest-filled streets to
burning forests, the SIMA 2022
finalists provide unprecedented
viewpoints into the state of the contemporary world. They ponder the
question, “Can we achieve the
promise of a 21st century multicultural democracy and economy that
works for everyone, or will a new
world need to be rebuilt in its
place?”
“SIMA 2022 finalists are
unapologetic in bringing us faceto-face with the daunting reality
we are up against – systemic political, economic and cultural
oppression in the midst of a global
pandemic and ecological crisis –

that they don’t just courageously
expose, but capture through a most
powerful lens, a lens that reminds
us of our capacity to resist,” SIMA
Founder + CEO Daniela Kon
Lieberberg said. “The intimacy of
this year’s filmmaking takes us to
the heart of where that resistance
happens, through the eyes of protagonists who lead their movements for justice and accountability with such infectious drive and
vulnerability that continued action
is bound to follow. Thank you to
all the filmmakers for your
courage to tell these stories. We
are honored to support and amplify
your work.”
Storytelling has always been a
medium for social change. It has
the ability to capture hearts and
minds, and transform audiences

into agents of change, according to
the Social Impact Media Awards’
organizers. With greater connectivity and access than ever before,
people have higher expectations
from creators and more skepticism
of mass media, SIMA organizers
said. People are calling for change
and a reimagining of traditional
mediums like news broadcasting.
Audiences want to engage in
progress and a greater sense of
community that moves beyond
pundits, memes and 15-second
video clips. Independent documentary storytelling like the work created by the SIMA 2022 finalists
help ignite the collective consciousness by inspiring empathy
and truth, the awards program’s
organizers said.
The SIMA finalists are eligi-

Hammer museum welcomes new board leadership
The Hammer Museum at UCLA
has announced the appointment of
Miky Lee to its board of directors,
and Vinny Dotolo to the museum’s
board of advisors.
Lee is the vice chairwoman of CJ
ENM, a South Korean film and TV
studio, cable operator and music
producer, as well as executive producer of the Academy Award-win-

ning film “Parasite.” She is an avid
supporter of the arts and cultural
organizations.
Dotolo is an award-winning chef
and owner of the Los Angeles
restaurants Animal, Son of a Gun
and Jon & Vinny’s. He is a philanthropist and art collector.
The board of directors is the
museum’s governing body. The

photo courtesy of the Hammer Museum

The Hammer Museum has appointed Miky Lee, left, and Vinny Dotolo to
its governing boards.

Bidding farewell to a
landmark restaurant

Preservationists said goodbye to Perino’s restaurant, a Wilshire
Boulevard landmark, in this photograph in the Jan. 8, 2004, issue of
the Beverly Press and Park Labrea News. The Windsor SquareHancock Park Historical Society held a farewell dinner party that year
before the storied restaurant at Wilshire Boulevard and Norton Avenue
was demolished to make way for a luxury apartment complex.
Perino’s had been closed for 18 years prior to the new project moving
forward. From 1933-86, it was one of Los Angeles’ toniest restaurants
and was frequented by celebrities such as Frank Sinatra, Elizabeth
Taylor, Howard Hughes and Cole Porter. Portions of the restaurant
were designed by renowned architect Paul Revere Williams. The
Perino’s Luxury Apartments project retained features from the original building including the entryway. Artifacts from Perino’s are displayed in the lobby.

addition of Lee brings the number
of board members to 23. The board
of advisors, consisting of 32 members, supports the museum’s program
and
the
Hammer
Contemporary Collection.
“I am thrilled to welcome Miky
Lee to our board of directors. Her passion, wisdom, generosity and knowledge will be an invaluable boon to the
museum,” Hammer Museum
Director Ann Philbin said. “Likewise,
I am immensely pleased to have
Vinny Dotolo on the Hammer’s board
of advisors. Vinny brings singular
insight into life in L.A. and a deep
curiosity and knowledge of contem-

photo courtesy of SIMA

Director Nicholas Bruckman’s feature “Not Going Quietly” is among the
finalists under consideration for an award.

ble for entry into SIMA’s global
distribution programs: community screening series, SIMA X,
an online education platform
and SIMA Classroom, which
reaches over 75,000 students

worldwide. The entrants are
moving on to the final round of
judging. Winners will be
announced on Feb. 10.
For information and a list of the
finalists, visit simaawards.org.

porary emerging artists.”
As vice chairwoman of South
Korea’s CJ Group, Lee is responsible for the overall strategic direction
and management of the group’s
entertainment and media subsidiary,
CJ ENM. Born in Knoxville,
Tennessee, as a grandchild of Lee
Byung-Chul (founder of CJ and the
Samsung Group), Lee earned an
undergraduate degree at Seoul
National University and received a
master’s degree in Asian studies
from Harvard.
In 1994, Lee founded the entertainment and media division of CJ
and invested in DreamWorks SKG
early on. Since then, she has continued to strengthen CJ’s presence by
leading the global phenomenon

known as the “Korean wave.” In
2017, Lee was named one of the
founding leadership champions of
the Women Entrepreneurs Finance
Initiative and the Hollywood
Reporter’s International Producer of
the Year 2020, for her work as the
executive producer on the 2019 Best
Picture Oscar winner, “Parasite.”
Dotolo also owns and operates
Helen’s Wines, Cookbook Market
and Carmelized Productions. He
has received numerous awards
including Food & Wine’s Best New
Chef in 2009, and James Beard’s
Best Chef West in 2016. Dotolo
supports No Kid Hungry, Alex’s
Lemonade and Baby2Baby.
For
information,
visit
hammer.ucla.edu.
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The latest ‘Matrix’ ages poorly, but is still fun to debate
When Neo took that red pill in
1999, emerging from a pod ready
to confront Sentinels and Agent
Smith, audiences encountered a
gem worth seeing on the biggest
screen possible.
Even if the outcome equals the
lackluster follow-ups, we’d still
enjoy enough to justify a feetplanted happy dance: Keanu being
Keanu, Carrie-Anne Moss rocking
leather and short hair once more
and iconic action sequences.
What went terribly, terribly
wrong? The mediocre outcome
isn’t shocking, considering the
Wachowskis’ previous films like
“Speed Racer” and “Jupiter
Ascending” (though only Lana
Wachowski returned to direct and
co-write this one). But it tries to
introduce too many new ideas
without moving along.
The primary emotion on display
in “The Matrix Resurrections”:
cringe. Following Facebook’s lead,

this “Matrix” goes meta – too meta.
These films have always gone that
route, inviting debate with nods to
Plato’s cave, biblical references
and Eastern aesthetics.
Now, add cliche to the mix: overt
discourse on media culture.
Characters debate the plot of the
original “Matrix,” consider what
counts as derivative and one returning antagonist even demands a
spin-off series.
This is all the more disappointing considering the Wachowskis’
previous project: “Sense8” on
Netflix (Lana took the lead after
the first season). Across two seasons and a final film, a remarkable
sci-fi world unfolded with lore as
intricate as the series was sexual, to
the dismay of some viewers turned
off by illicit scenes.
Lana Wachowski’s final statement on complaints about her selfdescribed “pansexual” story was
the most drawn out, graphic of

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures

Carrie-Anne Moss and Keanu Reeves return in “The Matrix
Resurrections,” the fourth venture in the series.

such scenes to end the show, complete with a message “for our fans.”
That’s a baller move, the ultimate
move to establish an auteur signature unwilling to allow naysayers
any room in her vision.
Little of “Sense8’s” boldness carries over, even though several
familiar faces from that show jump
to the big screen here.
“Resurrections” lacks a personality.
No cinematic creativity or clever
fight choreography.
But the worst parts of “Sense8” –
corny jokes and a host of prolonged
sequences of all kinds – do teleport
to this realm.
How are Neo (Keanu Reeves)
and Trinity (Moss) still alive?
“Resurrections” explains that in an
appropriate fringe-science way.
And like the original film, any
attempt to summarize even the
most basic plot points spoils the
journey. What can be said: Neo and
the free-minded folk have a simple
task that takes too long to arrive.
The first hour sludges through
extended montages and a host of
conflicts that can only lead to one
conclusion. After that, a touch of
intrigue graces the screen, but the
central problem remains: the final
moment should’ve been the start of
act three.
Perhaps one of the greatest sins
lies in the airwaves. Recall Neo and

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures

Yahya Abdul-Mateen II, as Morpheus, is a standout in “The Matrix
Resurrections.”

Trinity’s building raid, taking on
ample security guards in a lobby to
an epic techno track, “Spybreak”
by the Propellerheads. In compliance with too many major studio
films, “Resurrections” sidelines
music composition, pushes it to the
background.
To the film’s credit, a couple new
faces shine. Jessica Henwick’s
Bugs is the best of the new generation’s freedom fighters, with a pair
of killer sunglasses (best warn at
night, per “Matrix” standards) and
moves to boot. And Yahya AbdulMateen II as Morpheus (yes, that’s
explained) steals every scene, a
common trend across his other
recent roles including HBO’s
“Watchmen” and “Aquaman.”
The primary strength of
“Resurrections” lies in its creator’s
goal. Channeling that “Sense8”
confidence, Lana Wachowski creates something entirely her own.

This is a director loosed from studio restrictions.
More than 20 years ago, “The
Matrix” served as a trans allegory
implicitly. As time went on, she
confirmed several folks’ suspicions. With “Resurrections,” the
allegory is much more overt, as the
film doubles down on questions of
identity and power, with that help
of a villainous therapist (Neil
Patrick Harris) who tries to subdue
Neo with lingo that feels current
but hides its nefarious motivations.
Ideology, cultural norms and the
nature of humanity remain prominent themes throughout the fourth
“Matrix” venture, reminding us all
that films are best enjoyed with a
good conversation once the story
fades to black. And like two other
films in this series, “The Matrix
Resurrections” is better as a topic
of discussion than a fully enjoyable
film.

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!
We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program
To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

Ways to subscribe

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/
Subscribe now & receive a
complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places”
magazine!

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003
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The Broad Stage offers dance programs for students College students eligible for

The Broad Stage has announced
that its Student Matinee Program is
back virtually this season and will
include two matinees accompanied
by learning guides.
The Broad Stage’s has extended
the registration deadline to Jan. 18,
so educators still have time to allow
students to participate.
The program aims to re-engage
students in the arts and connect
with other educators. Each virtual
matinee is accompanied by the
Broad Stage’s newly formatted
learning guide (appropriate for students in 6th grade and above) as
well as professional development
open houses on Jan. 25, from 4:305:30 p.m., and Feb. 1, from 4:305:30 p.m.
The programs include Heartbeat
Opera’s “Breathing Free: A Visual
Album” from Feb. 14-25, and
Ephrat
Asherie
Dance’s
“ODEON” from March 21-24.
“Breathing Free: A Visual Album”
is a celebration of Black artistry in
opera within the context of worldwide racial reckoning, a pandemic
ravaging the prison population and
the 250th anniversary of
Beethoven’s birth. The work mingles movement with excerpts from
Beethoven’s “Fidelio,” spirituals
and songs by Black composers and
lyricists. Learning guide topics
include opera, inclusion and

credit union scholarships

California Credit Union is
encouraging college-bound students to apply for its 2022
Student Scholarship Program.
Through the program, the credit union provides $20,000 in
scholarships annually to recognize Southern California students
who are motivated in their academic studies and active in their
schools and communities.
“We encourage local students
to get a head start on their education and apply for one of our
scholarships,” California Credit
Union CEO Steve O’Connell
said. “We know the cost of higher
education can be a challenge for
many families, and we are proud
to help these students on their
path to realize their educational
photo courtesy of The Broad Stage

Heartbeat Opera’s “Breathing Free” offers resources for dance students.

restorative justice.
“ODEON” is an original dance
work that brings together street
and club dances, including breaking, hip-hop, house and vogue.
Setting the moves to music by
Brazilian composer Ernesto
Nazareth, who mixed early 20th
century romantic music with

samba and other popular AfroBrazilian rhythms, Ephrat Asherie
Dance creates a high energy fusion
of movement. Learning guide topics include social dance, ragtime,
history of hip-hop.
For information and to register
for the programs, visit thebroadstage.org/student-matinee.

L.A. Theatre Works releases epic recording of ‘Babbitt’
In 1987, L.A. Theatre Works
released a word-by-word recording of “Babbitt,” the seminal novel
by Sinclair Lewis, starring Edward
Asner in the title role and joined
by a 33-member star-studded
ensemble cast.
Recorded in the Santa Monica
studios of NPR affiliate station
KCRW 89.9 FM, the 12.5-hour
marathon reading, which took
over a year to produce, debuted on
Thanksgiving Day to instant
acclaim. In honor of the novel’s
centennial year in 2022, the
recording is once again available
for purchase at by visiting
latw.org.
Published in 1922, “Babbitt”
tells the story of real estate agent
George F. Babbitt and explores the
vacuity and conformity of the middle class in small town, white collar America. Lewis’s epic novel,
celebrated for its comic tone, satire
and vivid dialogue, uniquely cap-

tures the booming 1920s and the
relentless culture of American
business.
In the L.A. Theatre Works production, Asner is joined by actors
René
Auberjonois,
Bonnie
Bedelia, Ed Begley Jr., Georgia
Brown, Roscoe Lee Browne, Jack
Coleman, Bud Cort, Ted Danson,
William
Devane,
Richard
Dreyfuss, Héctor Elizondo,
Fionnula
Flanagan,
Robert
Foxworth, Harry Hamlin, Julie
Harris, Helen Hunt, Amy Irving,
Stacy Keach, John Lithgow, Nan
Martin, Marsha Mason, Richard
Masur, Marian Mercer, Joanna
Miles, Holly Palance, Judge
Reinhold, Franklyn Seales, David
Selby, Ally Sheedy, Madolyn
Smith, James Whitmore, JoBeth
Williams and Michael York.
Together, they voice 90 different
characters.
“Babbitt” was the first radio
program recorded by L.A. Theatre

Grant expands theater arts outreach

Theatre West will receive a
$10,000 Challenge America grant
to support a local tour of its
Storybook Theatre production of
“Little Red Riding Hood,” by
Lloyd J. Schwartz. Theatre West’s
production is among 168 projects
throughout the United States that
were selected to receive funds
through the program. It was the
first National Endowment for the
Arts grant awarded to Theatre West
in its 60-year history.
“The National Endowment for
the Arts is proud to support arts
projects like this one from
Theatre West that help support
the community’s creative economy,” NEA Acting Chair Ann
Eilers said. “Theatre West in Los
Angeles is among the organizations nationwide that are using
the arts as a source of strength, a
path to well-being, and providing
access and opportunity for people
to connect and find joy through

the arts.”
“Despite the great wealth and
breadth of arts and culture in Los
Angeles, it is astonishing to recognize how many communities and
families do not have access to live
children’s theater,” Theatre West
managing director Eugene J.
Hutchins said. “This grant will
allow us to go into communities
and bring our fun and interactive
musical to more children.”
The production of “Little Red
Riding Hood” will tour the communities of Pacoima, Panorama
City, Sun Valley, Alhambra, El
Monte and La Puente this summer.
Theatre West will partner and
engage with local organizations to
promote the shows and ensure they
are accessible to youth.
More information about the project will be released in May.
Theatre West is located at 3333
Cahuenga Blvd. West. For information, visit theatrewest.org.

Works and its newly formed L.A.
Classic Theatre Works radio company. Since then, L.A. Theatre
Works has become a foremost
publisher of great dramatic literature. LATW makes theater widely
accessible and affordable, bringing
plays into homes and classrooms
of millions of people each year. Its
catalogue of nearly 600 plays is
collected by over 8,000 libraries.
LATW’s syndicated radio theater
series is broadcast weekly on public radio stations across the U.S.
and daily in China.
For information, visit latw.org.

goals. We look forward to
reviewing the many stories of
inspiration in our scholarship
applications.”
College-bound high school
seniors and community college
students transferring to a fouryear university who maintain a
minimum grade point average of
3.0 are eligible for the scholarships. Selection criteria include
academic performance, school or
community involvement, a letter
of recommendation and essay
submission.
Interested students can apply
online by visiting ccu.com/studentscholarship. Online applications will be accepted through
April 8. Recipients will be
announced on May 2.

Pan African Film and Arts
Festival postponed until April
Due to a current increase in
COVID-19 cases in Los Angeles
County, the Pan African Film and
Arts Festival has been postponed
from Feb. 8-21 to April 19-May 1.
The nation’s largest and most prestigious Black film festival will still be
held at the Directors Guild of
America, Cinemark Baldwin Hills
and XD, and Baldwin Hills
Crenshaw Plaza. Also, the PAFF will
explore other ways to engage the
community in the coming weeks,
including hosting a virtual PAFF
online experience to celebrate Black
History Month.
PAFF organizers remain committed to protecting the health of staff,
exhibitors, attendees and filmmakers.
“The decision to postpone this
year’s PAFF did not come easy
because we were looking forward to
celebrating our 30th anniversary inperson with our community,” PAFF
Executive Director Ayuko Babu said.
“But we could not in good conscious
put the PAFF community in harm’s

way. Our primary concern is always
the responsibility we feel towards our
staff, artists, audience and filmmakers who travel to Los Angeles from
around the world, and for whom
without them, there is no PAFF. We
remain committed to the city of Los
Angeles, where we’ve hosted the Pan
African Film and Arts Festival for 30
years and will do so again when it is
safe.”
“It’s been over 30 years since we
first traveled to FESPACO in
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, and
were inspired to replicate their celebration and promotion of Black films
and Black filmmakers here in
America,” said festival co-founder
Danny Glover, the PAFF 2022
Celebrity Ambassador. “We want to
celebrate 30 years of connecting the
Pan African Film Festival audience
with the broader African diaspora
through film and art and have made
the decision to postpone the festival
until it’s safe to do that in-person.”
For information, visit paff.org.
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Dual exhibitions showcase Warhol, Maripol Weiss to direct 94th Oscars

Guests of Hotel Bel-Air will
have the chance to discover dozens
of never-before-seen Andy Warhol
images from the James R. Hedges
IV Collection of Andy Warhol
Photography – the largest collection of its sort in private hands in
the world.
A prolific collector since
Warhol’s death in 1987, Hedges has
acquired a selection of Warhol’s
photos, including hundreds of
Polaroids, photo booth strips,
screen tests and silver gelatin
prints. In addition, Maripol has
taken seven of her most notable
images and produced a very limited
edition in monumental scale.
Drawing on her most famous
images, the exhibition will showcase her most glittering subjects in
a grand scale.
All Andy Warhol photos on display at Hotel Bel-Air were taken by
the artist in the last decade of his
life and include celebrity portraits,
Hollywood stars, Studio 54
moments and still life photos. All
images were acquired either from
Warhol’s Estate and Foundation or
from members of Warhol’s innermost circle of confidants and collaborators, such as “The Andy
Warhol Diaries” editor Pat Hackett.
The show will provide a unique
view into the artist’s mind and dayto-day life, as well as a heavy dose
of celebrity and glamour.
Warhol was a life-long advocate
of photography. As a child in
Pittsburgh, the young artist had a
dark room in his family’s home
basement and carried a camera with
him, known as “his date,” throughout most of his entire adult life. For
Warhol, photography was a tool to
document his own life, that of his
friends and associates, and ultimately as a critical element used to
create the vast majority of his art
work.
In the 1950s, the artist used a
hand-held Polaroid camera to
memorialize his friends and social

photo courtesy of Hedges Projects, Los Angeles. © The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts

The exhibitions will be held in the Hotel Bel-Air lobby and Suite 361 from
Feb. 14 to April 14.

outings. Next, Warhol began experimenting with film in the 1960’s
and created 16mm short portraits he
called “screen-tests.” Later, his
work included long-format, conceptually-driven narrative feature
films including titles such as
“Heat,” “Bad,” “Empire” and
“Sleep.”
Well known for his use of photo
appropriation from Hollywood film
stills and newspapers, in the late
1960’s Warhol was sued for copyright infringement for the use of an
appropriated image. From that
point on, Warhol committed to
using his own photographs as
source material for his prints and
paintings.
In the latter 1960s, Warhol would
take friends, art patrons, gallery
owners and anonymous people he
encountered to Times Square for
photo booth portraits. Removing
the hand of the artist, using a
machine to make art, serial repetition of the image and distancing
himself from the process all

became hallmarks of the artist’s
practice from that point forward.
While Warhol used the Polaroid
camera throughout his career, it
became the primary tool from
which he created prints and paintings for the last ten years of his life.
During that same period, Warhol
used a 35 mm camera daily and
took more than 100,000 photos but
printed only a fraction of those.
The exhibitions are complimentary and open to the public from
Feb. 14 to April 14, seven days a
week. All photos are available for
purchase through the hotel’s
concierge.
Hotel Bel-Air is located at 701
Stone Canyon Road.

The Oscars show producer Will
Packer announced on Jan. 11 that
veteran director Glenn Weiss will
return to direct the 94th Oscars.
The Oscars will air live on ABC
and broadcast outlets worldwide
on Sunday, March 27, at 5 p.m.
“You need someone with the
deep technical knowledge and
creative insights of Glenn to create an Oscars show that truly celebrates a global love of film. I’m
fortunate to be working with
him,” Packer said.
Weiss has directed numerous
live televised events, including six
previous Oscars shows, for which
he won two Primetime Emmys,
and 20 Tony Awards shows,
which earned him three directing
Primetime Emmys.
He also has won eight

Directors Guild of America
Awards for his work on the
Oscars and the Tonys.
Weiss’ additional directing
credits include last year’s multinetwork Inaugural Night special
“Celebrating America,” “The
Democratic
National
Convention,” “The Kennedy
Center Honors,” “The Primetime
Emmy Awards,” “American
Music Awards,” “BET Awards,”
“Peter Pan Live!,” “Dick Clark’s
New Year’s Rockin’ Eve with
Ryan Seacrest,” “Live from
Lincoln Center,” “Academy of
Country Music Awards” and
“Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks
Spectacular.”
The 94th Oscars will be held at
the Dolby Theatre at Hollywood
& Highland.
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Glenn Weiss will again direct the Oscars.

Two concerts rescheduled at
The Wallis Annenberg Center
Due to a rise of COVID cases,
The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts has postponed
and rescheduled its performances
by pianist Inna Faliks on
Thursday,
Jan.
13,
and
singer/songwriter Shelé a on
Saturday, Jan. 15.
The Wallis has also cancelled
the Film Independent Presents
event on Tuesday, Jan. 18. At this
time, other January events at The
Wallis’ remain as scheduled.
Faliks’ “Reimagine Beethoven
and Ravel” performance has been
rescheduled on Wednesday, June

22, at 7:30 p.m. Shelé a’s “Pretty
World: Through the Eyes of Alan
and Marilyn Bergman” performance has been rescheduled on
Saturday, June 25, at 7:30 p.m.
While
the
January
Film
Independent Presents and the
January Sunday FunDay @ The
Wallis will not be rescheduled,
other programs in the two series
remain as scheduled at this time.
Ticket holders are advised to
check emails for further information, contact the ticket services
office at (310)746-4000, or visit
thewallis.org.

Sunday, January 30, 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

A Catholic Education is an
Advantage for Life.
Contact the school or visit our website
for more information.
323.938.9976 • cathedralchapelschool.org
photo by Hugh Kreschmer

Pianist Inna Faliks concert at The Wallis on Jan. 13 has been rescheduled to June 22.

755 South Cochran Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90036
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Music Center appoints new leader on diversity

The Music Center has announced
that Shelby D. Boagni will serve in
the newly created role of senior
vice president of people and culture.
In the position, Boagni will
champion an inclusive culture
across the organization, helping
ensure the Music Center continues
to recruit, develop, motivate and
retain a high-performing team that
prioritizes diversity, equity, accessibility and inclusion. She joins the
Music Center with more than 25
years of experience in the public
and private sectors, having worked
with well-known multinational corporations. She most recently served
as vice president of human
resources for the Los Angeles

County Museum of Art.
Reporting to the Music Center’s
president and CEO Rachel S.
Moore, Boagni will assume leadership of the organization’s Human
Resources Department and become
a member of the Music Center’s
executive team. She will also serve
as a strategic advisor to the Music
Center’s staff diversity committee
and Board of Directors Diversity,
Equity, Accessibility and Inclusion
Task Force. Boagni will join the
organization on Jan. 31.
“I am thrilled to welcome Shelby
to the Music Center team. She
brings a wealth of knowledge in
human resources strategies and initiatives along with a deep understanding of DEAI, both of which

are critically important to our ongoing commitment to the evolution of
our culture and the development
and support of our staff,” Moore
said. “I’m looking forward to collaborating with and learning from
Shelby as we work to further transform the Music Center into a performing arts center for the 21st century.”
“Growing up in Los Angeles, I
always thought of the Music Center
as a shining light in our community.
I am honored to join such a wellrespected and forward-thinking
institution that is invested in engaging all Angelenos and enriching
their lives through the arts and arts
learning,” Boagni said. “Rachel
Moore’s leadership and her com-

mitment to inclusive and equitable
practices across all Music Center
programming, policies, communications and business strategies
underscores for me that the Music
Center’s efforts are not simply a
timely project or initiative, but a
true commitment to ensuring that
DEAI efforts are woven into the
fabric of everything the organization does.”
Boagni has extensive experience
in employee relations, learning and
development, talent acquisition, talent management, benefits, compensation, diversity development and
succession planning. She held executive-level positions with companies including IHOP, Home Depot,
Mars, McDonald’s Corporation and
the Walt Disney Company.
For information, visit musiccenter.org.
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Shelby D. Boagni will become the
Music Center’s senior vice president of people and culture on Jan.
31.

UCLA’s contemporary performance series resumes
UCLA’s Center for the Art of
Performance, which specializes in
contemporary performance, will
return to Royce Hall and The
Theatre at Ace Hotel in March.
Tickets go on sale to CAP UCLA
members from Jan. 18-19 and will
be available to the public starting
on Thursday, Jan. 20.
A few shows may be familiar, as
COVID-19
postponements
required new dates. They include
Anthony de Mare’s “Liaisons 2020:
Re-Imagining Sondheim from the
Piano” and Jennifer Koh and

Davóne Tines’ “Everything Rises.”
Viewers of this season’s “The Tune
In Festival” got a sneak peek at
Tines’ baritone vocals in the prelude to Julius Eastman’s “Holy
Presence of Joan d’Arc.”
In March, prolific choreographer
Ronald K. Brown and his company
return in a live new work titled
“The Equality of Night and Day:
First Glimpse.” Returning favorites
DakhaBrakha and David Sedaris
will also perform in April and May,
respectively.
The last show CAP UCLA pre-
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Some of the season’s performances will be held in UCLA’s Royce Hall.

sented at Royce Hall was “Parable
of the Sower” by Toshi Reagon.
The sold-out concert opera, based
on Octavia Butler’s popular novel,
received critical acclaim. Reagon
will return to Royce Hall in April,
accompanied by her band
BIGLovely.
Additionally, Obie Award winner
Heidi Rodewald will present a west
coast premiere and a streamed rock
song cycle. Launching the season
on CAP UCLA Online is Dimitris
Papaioannou’s director’s cut of
“Nowhere.” Availability continues
for Ellen Reid SOUNDWALK at
Griffith Park and the complimentary version on UCLA’s campus.
Both are free through CAP UCLA
Online.
Royce Hall is located at 10745
Dickson Court on the UCLA campus. The Theatre at Ace Hotel is
located at 929 S. Broadway, downtown. Single tickets to all CAP
UCLA performances at The
Theatre at Ace Hotel are sold via
AXS. For information and tickets,
call (888)929-7849, or visit acehotel.com. For information and tickets to performances at Royce Hall,
call (310)825-2101, or visit
cap.ucla.edu.

The Wallis presents new comedic cabaret show
Emmy Award-winning singer
and actor Jane Lynch (“The
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel,” “Glee”)
and Kate Flannery (“The Office”)
return to The Wallis Annenberg
Center for the Performing Arts on
Thursday, Jan. 20, at 7:30 p.m. with
their hilarious cabaret show “Two
Lost Souls.”
Lynch and Flannery put their
one-of-a-kind spin on songs from
Broadway and the Barry Sisters to
the Swingin’ ‘60s. Lynch, who is
also a playwright and author,
received an Emmy and Golden
Globe award for her portrayal of
Sue Sylvester on “Glee.” She is
currently
host
of
NBC’s
“Hollywood Game Night” and can
be seen on Amazon Prime’s “The
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel.” In 2018,
Lynch and Flannery premiered
“Two Lost Souls” in New York.
Flannery is best known for
appearing as Meredith for nine seasons on NBC’s “The Office” and
recently performed on ABC’s
“Dancing With The Stars.”
Flannery is also Lynch’s sidekick in
“See Jane Sing.”
The Wallis is closely monitoring
health and safety protocols. If plans
change and performances must be
postponed or cancelled, or if venue
capacity limitations are instituted,
ticket holders will be notified

immediately with options per The
Wallis’ ticketing policies.
The health and safety of patrons,
staff and artists inside and outside
the venue are a top priority for The
Wallis, which is requiring all
patrons to provide proof of full vaccination including a booster shot, or
a negative COVID-19 test. Face

masks are required at all times
while within the venue.
Tickets start at $39. The Wallis
Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts is located at 9390
N. Santa Monica Blvd., in Beverly
Hills. For information and tickets,
call (310)746-4000, or visit thewallis.org/souls.

photo © 2021 Disney

Mirabel (voiced by Stephanie Beatriz) is determined to prove she
belongs in an extraordinary family in “Encanto.”

El Capitan Theatre presents
special engagement of ‘Encanto’
The El Capitan Theatre in
Hollywood welcomes the return
of Disney’s “Encanto” running
through Sunday, Jan. 16 with
Pajama Party screenings on
Saturdays and Sundays at 10
a.m.
During the Pajama Party
screenings, guests can enjoy
breakfast in their reserved seat
while wearing their favorite family-friendly pajamas. Tickets are
$25 for all ages.
Audience members can also
enjoy an “Encanto”-themed
photo op in the lobby before

every screening of the film, and
purchase “Encanto” concession
items including a stained glass
pin.
Daily
showtimes
for
“Encanto” are 10 a.m., 1 p.m., 4
p.m. and 7 p.m. The El Capitan
Theatre has enhanced health and
safety measures in place for
guests and staff.
General admission tickets are
$12. The El Capitan Theatre is
located at 6838 Hollywood Blvd.
For information and tickets, call
(800)DISNEY6, or visit elcapitantickets.com.

Rainy
Season
is here!
Call Now!

Full Serivce Residential and
Commercial Roofer
Locally owned & operated since 1925.
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts
• Free estimates
photo courtesy of The Wallis

Kate Flannery, left, and Jane Lynch star in “Two Lost Souls” at The
Wallis.

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood
(323)469-2981
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Gun sales spike in Beverly Hills

LAUSD returns from break

From page 1

From page 1

cleaning, handling,” he added.
Employees also give gun-buyers
plenty of literature from multiple
sources, including information
from the gun manufacturers themselves.
Stuart said the conversation
often shifts toward firing ranges,
and there are some in L.A. County.
However, he is looking into the
possibility of opening one in the
city.
Stuart wants to bring modular
firing ranges to Beverly Hills. He
declined to name the business
specifically but referenced a company in Las Vegas that utilizes train
cars to set up shooting ranges that
are high-tech and can run simulations, such as a home invasion.
“That’s something that I’d like to
bring to the city soon, but … it will
definitely be an uphill battle,”
Stuart added.
Beverly Hills Police Department
Lt. Giovanni Trejo said the department would never advocate for residents to purchase weapons, but if
they do, they should understand
that there is a responsibility that
comes with that purchase.
“Everyone is entitled to do whatever they feel they need to do to
feel safe,” he said. “We would like
to emphasize that we take the residents’ concerns into consideration
and we do whatever we can ... to
ensure the safety of our community
and to try to appease their fears.
But, everyone’s entitled to do
whatever they feel they need to do
to be safe.”
Trejo said the department has
discussed the possibility of creating a curriculum that would teach
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The Office of the California Attorney General has several firearm safety
resources available to the public.

gun safety, but it is just an idea at
present.
Mayor Robert Wunderlich said
he understands that residents are
concerned with an increase in “certain” types of crimes regionally
and nationally, but Beverly Hills
continues to be an “extremely safe”
city.
“I want to reassure people that
we’re providing all the resources
the police need – or that they asked
for – to ensure that we stay a safe
city,” he said.
Wunderlich cited two measures
that the BHPD has implemented –
supplementing officers with security guards and increasing the use
of technology in its operations.

“We want to eliminate the notion
that we should be a target,” the
mayor said.
As far as gun ownership,
Wunderlich said that is an individual decision.
“Guns are a serious responsibility,” he added. “If you own a gun,
you really do have to make sure
that you know what you’re doing –
that you’ve been properly trained
and that you’re securing it properly.”
The Office of the California
Attorney General has issued a list
of firearm safety tips, including
how to handle and store them.
For
information,
visit
oag.ca.gov/firearms/tips.

City of West Hollywood kicks off literary series Jan. 25
The city of West Hollywood
invites community members to celebrate literature and local authors
with its 2022 WeHo Reads literary
series. The series will be presented
live online on the city’s WeHo Arts
YouTube
channel
at
youtube.com/wehoarts and is produced by BookSwell LLC.
Featured authors and poets of
the WeHo Reads 2022 season
include Ryka Aoki, author of the
new science fiction novel “Light
from Uncommon Stars,” who was
honored by the California State
Senate for her work with
Trans/Giving, a performance
series for trans and genderqueer
individuals; Patrick Nathan, a
Lambda Literary Award finalist
and author of the nonfiction book
“Image Control” and debut novel
“Some Hell;” Lynell George,
whose book, “A Handful of Earth,
A Handful of Sky” delved into the
creative life of cherished local
author Octavia Butler; Lynne
Thompson, current city of Los
Angeles poet laureate, whose book
of poetry, “Fretwork,” won the
Marsh Hawk Press poetry prize;
and Cassandra Lane, whose memoir, “We Are Bridges,” won the
2020 Louise Meriwether First
Book Prize.
Together, poets and authors are
embarking on a journey of healing
and creativity in the midst of sorrow. The COVID-19 pandemic is
accelerating a reckoning with
injustice that has animated the literary scene for decades and is highlighting the importance of creative
work in shaping people’s ability to
live through difficult times.
This year’s theme for WeHo

Reads is “Road to Joy,” which will
invite guest poets and authors to
discuss how they create joy in their
writing and in their lives and invite
readers to participate and find their
own paths to healing and contentment with moments of guided
meditation, art appreciation, writing prompts, a photography contest
and other creative projects.
There will also be an October
event featuring a selection of poets
from the Academy of American
Poets
Laureate
Fellowship
Program. The poets laureates were
all chosen by the academy to
receive a $50,000 award to help
support creative work and community engagement projects, and several of them will gather to share
about the projects they created.
WeHo Reads 2022 launches on
Tuesday, Jan. 25, at 6 p.m. with
poets and writers sharing songs,
poems and reflections on healing
and hope. Shonda Buchanan will
open the event with a song and discuss her memoir “Black Indian,”
which explores her family’s legacy
of being African Americans with
American Indian roots and how
they dealt with not just society’s
ostracization but the consequences
of this dual inheritance.
Peter J. Harris will discuss the
Black Man of Happiness Project’s
See You campaign, which excavates historical photos of Black
men “emanating a sense of joy.”
Imani Tolliver will recount her
intersectional and sacred journey
as a Black queer woman and share
excerpts from her memoir-in-verse
“Runaway.” Imani has worked
with the justice system and its
intersection with the arts for more

than a decade.
Members of the public can
RSVP and be sent a direct link to
view the event by visiting the
WeHo Reads webpage on the
City’s
website
at
weho.org/wehoreads.

During a seven-day period ending on Jan. 11, the LAUSD reported that 484,000 COVID-19 tests
were administered and more than
66,000 people tested positive for
the virus. Those who tested positive were not allowed back on
campuses. They are required to
isolate for six days after receiving
positive test results, and must
show they have taken another test
on or after the fifth day with a negative result before returning to
class. If an individual does not test
on or after the fifth day, or if the
test result is still positive, the individual must continue to isolate at
home for a full 10 days, per
LAUSD policy. They may return
to school after 10 days if symptoms have improved and they are
fever-free for 24 hours.
On campus, all students and
staff members are required to
wear masks. The LAUSD has also
upgraded air filtration systems and

increased sanitization routines in
district buildings.
“LAUSD has had the highest
safety standards of any school district in the nation for over a year,
so we are better prepared to keep
schools open safely during this
surge,” Melvoin added
School administrators and
board of education members visited campuses throughout the district on the first day of classes
after winter break. Melvoin met
with parents, students and staff at
Olive Vista Middle School in
Sylmar, Hesby Oaks Elementary
School in Encino and Bancroft
Elementary School in Hollywood.
The goal was to inform parents
about requirements and ensure the
process of returning to school continues to go smoothly.
Parents and students seeking
further information are encouraged
to
visit
achieve.lausd.net/backtoschool.

State announces COVID-19 response
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s administration on Jan. 8 unveiled a proposed
$2.7 billion COVID-19 Emergency
Response Package, which includes a
$1.4 billion emergency appropriation request, to bolster testing capacity, accelerate vaccination and booster efforts, support frontline workers,
strengthen the health care system
and battle misinformation.
Newsom’s budget also calls for
new legislation to implement supplemental paid sick leave policies
given the current situation being driven by the omicron variant to better
protect frontline workers.
As far as testing, the proposal
would expand hours and capacity at
testing sites throughout the state; distribute millions of COVID-19 antigen tests to local health departments,
community clinics and county
offices of education and schools; and
support the state’s testing facilities,
including specimen collection and

expanding capacity in order to meet
demand.
It would also continue the
“Vaccinate all 58” public education
campaign to provide reliable information and build vaccine confidence
while combating misinformation,
maintain community outreach and
direct appointment assistance campaign by conducting door-to-door
canvassing, phone banking and texting with over 700 CBOs and community partners in partnership with
philanthropy; provide in-home vaccination and testing programs; and
provide free transportation to vaccination appointments.
“This emergency response package to boost testing, vaccine distribution and support health care workers comes at a critical time as cases
of the omicron variant surge nationwide,” said California Medical
Association president Dr. Robert E.
Wailes.

Bogie’s Liquor
Stock up on your
favorite beverages
for the NFL Playoffs, Superbowl &
Hoops season!
Please Wear a Mask !

We carry the finest in
• Beer • Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
Call us! 323-469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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SMJL fills gaps in legal research locally

O’Farrell meets with residents
From page 1

From page 1
that the Social Media Justice
League brings to the table is that
we really know social media like
the back of our hands and can easily navigate [platforms],” she said.
“You can go online and learn
somebody’s whole life story in a
couple of clicks. It’s really cool
what we’ve been able to do, and
it’s something a lot of teens are
doing on a regular basis.”
Hatton, a Palisades Charter
High School senior, started the
nonprofit
organization
in
December 2020 with friends from
school after helping her grandfather’s legal case. She couldn’t provide many specifics, but said he
was being sued and she obtained
the case documents. Curiosity
took over, and Hatton began looking for the plaintiff on social
media.
“I found some posts on her
Instagram and a lot of tweets that
conflicted with what she was saying in her deposition,” she said.
“We used a lot of that information,
put it into a presentation and gave
it to the attorney that was working
on my grandpa’s case. He actually
used it to bring her to the negotiating table.”
Hatton said she found that many
law firms were also experiencing
gaps in their research. Oftentimes,

firms use private investigators for
that research, but it can be expensive, she said.
“Aside from that, the people that
are conducting these searches are
from an older generation,” Hatton
added.
She said the Social Media
Justice League wanted to branch
out and reach students outside of
Los Angeles and Beverly Hills.
Most of the marketing is through
word of mouth, but it’s been successful, Hatton said. Seven U.S.
states and Canada are now represented, and most of the participating students are aspiring attorneys
or interested in law.
“It’s kind of cool just to cross
borders,” Hatton said. “We all
helped recruit. … We understood
that the more people we had, the
more powerful this idea would be
and the more opportunities we
would have.”
The students meet once a week
on Zoom and assign tasks accordingly.
“I don’t want to make it sound
like it’s easy,” Hatton said. “It’s
definitely not easy. A lot of the
stuff that we are looking for takes
hours to find – it’s not surfacelevel stuff. You have to do one preliminary search and then really go
deeper to find stuff, across multi-

ple platforms. It takes a couple
hours, so there’s definitely a time
commitment.”
She finds the time, however. In
addition to her schooling, Hatton
is on the school’s mock trial team
and is the editor of the school
newspaper, “Tideline.”
“I think that’s something we’ve
done really well – splitting up the
work so that nobody has too much
on their plate,” she added.
Hatton said the Social Media
Justice League has worked on
eight or nine cases, with two more
upcoming. She said the league has
done the majority of its work with
Los Angeles law firms.
“We used Yelp one time, which
was kind of a niche place that we
thought we wouldn’t find a lot of
information,” Hatton added. “But
we actually used Yelp to find a
new witness in a malpractice case.
It was cool to see our work come
to fruition in that kind of way.”
She is excited at the progress the
league has made and looks forward to continuing to find “digital
breadcrumbs” for law firms.
The Social Media Justice
League specializes in case
research, jury candidate research
and social media strategy and content. For information, visit thesmjl.com.

The councilman said he is interested in hearing constituent concerns and cited public safety and
neighborhood improvements such
as tree trimming and sidewalk repair
as potential topics of discussion.
Councilman in Your Corner
events typically include a beautification project and a walk in which
O’Farrell goes door-to-door to greet
residents, but those will likely not
take place this time to limit exposure
between people during the surge in
COVID-19 cases.
“We’ll have to play those by ear,”
O’Farrell added. “Masks will be
required and we will take every precaution necessary.”
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood
Council president Conrad Starr said
he is excited to meet O’Farrell at the
event and encouraged people to
attend.
“This is welcome news that the
council member is taking such a
proactive approach to welcoming
his new constituents,” Starr said.
“He’s been very responsive. We had
a meeting with our new CD 13 field
deputy, George Hakopiants, in

December.”
Starr added that O’Farrell is
scheduled to address the GWNC at
its board meeting at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, Feb. 9.
O’Farrell added that he is looking
forward to a morning of dialogue at
the upcoming Councilman in Your
Corner event on Jan. 15.
“I don’t want to come in heavyhanded. I want to get to know what
ideas they have,” O’Farrell added.
“It’s very important, especially at
this time when people communicate
so much on social media, that we get
out of the office, out of the building
and interact with people where they
live and work. That’s the real
world.”
O’Farrell said he plans to hold
many future Councilman in Your
Concert events in neighborhoods
throughout the 13th District.
“We’ll be holding another one
next month, so the journey continues,” he added. “I encourage people
to get involved and am excited to
meet them.”
For information, visit cd13.lacity.org.

Cedars-Sinai experts talk omicron variant, ‘flurona’
Los Angeles County is reporting
record numbers of COVID-19
cases as the omicron variant continues to spread, and to help the
community navigate this current
pandemic surge, Cedars-Sinai
experts have released a list of
things Angelenos need to know.
First, residents should get vaccinated and get a booster shot if they
qualify.
“Just as we saw this past summer, most of the patients being
admitted to our hospital are unvaccinated,” said Dr. Caroline
Goldzweig, chief medical officer
of the Cedars-Sinai Medical
Network. “Our best defense
against this relentless virus remains
vaccination.”
A handful of children also are
being hospitalized with COVID19, said infectious disease specialist Dr. Priya Soni, assistant professor of pediatrics. The children are
primarily unvaccinated, either
because they are too young or
because their families chose not to
vaccinate, and some have underlying health conditions such as asthma or obesity.
Rare cases of myocarditis, an
inflammation of the heart muscle,
have occurred in ages 12 and up,
but the condition is actually more
common among those infected
with COVID-19 than among those
receiving the vaccine, said Soni.
“Flurona,” a new term for someone who has COVID-19 and flu at
the same time, is not a new variant
of COVID-19, said Dr. Jonathan
Grein, director of hospital epidemiology at Cedars-Sinai. He said that
it is possible to be infected with
both viruses at the same time, and
Cedars-Sinai has seen at least one
mild case among its patients.
“It has not been a big issue for us
because of the low levels of
influenza circulating in the community,” Grein said, adding that
co-infections could increase if flu

cases increase, but that little is
known about what that would
mean for patients. “It’s obviously
not good to be infected with two
viruses rather than one, but there’s
no clear indication that this is a particularly bad combination.”
Treatment for mild combination
symptoms would be the same as
home treatment for either virus
individually.
Grein also stressed that, as with
COVID-19, there is a vaccine
against influenza, and that getting a
flu shot is the best way to prevent
infection.
The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention recently extended
Pfizer-BioNTech booster recommendations to ages 12 to 15, meaning they are now recommended for
everyone ages 12 and up,
Goldzweig said. Children ages 5
and up can receive two doses of the
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, but no
booster is yet recommended for
ages 5-11.
Booster timing for the PfizerBioNTech vaccine has also
changed, with the CDC now recommending it be given five months
after the two-dose series is complete. Timing remains six months
for those receiving the Moderna
vaccine, and two months after the
single-dose Johnson & Johnson
vaccine.
Anyone in unmasked, close contact with someone infected with
COVID-19 for 15 minutes or
longer should get tested five to
seven days after that exposure,
even if they don’t have symptoms,
Goldzweig said.
Testing appointments are available throughout L.A. County at
covid19.lacounty.gov/testing.
Pharmacies and other locations
also offer testing, and Goldzweig
stressed the importance of visiting
a testing location or using an athome test kit, rather than visiting
an urgent care center or emergency
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Volunteers are still needed for the 2022 Homeless Count.

LAHSA schedules homeless count
photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

Dr. Caroline Goldzweig

department, as many are at full
capacity caring for ill patients.
Because the omicron variant
now accounts for most cases of
COVID-19, and because the variant seems to cause milder illnessparticularly in vaccinated and
boosted patients, Goldzweig said
most people who develop symptoms can care for themselves at
home.
“If you have relatively mild
symptoms and aren’t high-risk
because of your age, a chronic illness or impaired immune system,
you can take an over-the-counter
medication like Tylenol or Motrin
for fever and muscle aches, and
push fluids the way you would
with any other viral illness,”
Goldzweig said.
For more serious symptoms,
Goldzweig and Soni recommend
seeking medical care right away.
“If you’re feeling very short of
breath, have a persistent fever,
you’re very weak, you can’t keep
up with fluids, or you’re getting
dizzy when you stand up, that
would be a time to seek help,”
Goldzweig said.

The Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority has announced
that the 2022 Greater Los Angeles
Homeless Count will be held from
Jan. 25-27.
Last year, the count’s main component – the unsheltered street count
– could not be conducted because
the thousands of volunteers needed
could not be gathered safely. This
year, LAHSA is taking measures to
ensure volunteers can count safely
with minimal contact.
“We are excited to conduct the
2022 unsheltered count,” LAHSA
executive director Heidi Marston
said. “It is an essential component in
getting vital information that helps
us provide an accurate picture of the
state of homelessness in Los
Angeles and deliver services where
they are most needed.”
Since 2016, the Los Angeles
Continuum of Care, overseen by
LAHSA, has conducted an unsheltered street count annually in order
to better understand homelessness
across the county. The U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development requires that a count
be conducted every other year.
Volunteers will spend three nights
counting in different parts of the
region – the San Gabriel and San
Fernando valleys on Jan. 25; West
Los Angeles, Southeast L.A. and the

South Bay on Jan. 26; and Antelope
Valley, Metro Los Angeles and
South L.A. on Jan. 27.
The 2021 Housing Inventory
Count and Shelter Count, two portions of that year’s count that could
be conducted safely, found that the
L.A. region’s shelter capacity on any
given night was 24,616 beds, a 57%
increase over the last three years.
LAHSA also reported 33,592 permanent housing options, an increase
of 16% over the same time period.
In 2020, the last time the count
could safely be conducted, 66,436
people were found to be living on
the street in tents, makeshift
dwellings and vehicles.
For information, visit theycountwillyou.org.
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Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

HELP WANTED

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com
Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

Get the Beverly Press Every Thursday!

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks
with our saturation program.

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

as seen on YouTube!

FOR SALE

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

HELP WANTED
World Famous Deli
is looking for:

LINE COOKS

part time
full time
2 years experience
required
Call Marc
(323)839-4447

Ways to subscribe

1. “Oops!”
5. Environmental watchdogs, for short
8. Brewski
12. Cut down
14. Saucy
15. Native American
16. She does a lot of talking for Amazon
17. Big furniture retailer
18. Stare at
19. Marinara ingredients
21. What a slicer slices
22. Global commerce org.
23. Employer identifying number, for
short
24. African of Dutch descent
27. Half man half mechanical
30. Atlanta network (abbr.)
33. Humerus’ neighbors
35. Dry as a bone
36. Inexperienced
37. Dessert choice, goes with 48 across
41. Elton’s john
42. Desert
43. Very cold
44. Night school subj.
45. Sniff out
48. See 37 across
49. “Omigod!”
50. Wooden bed strip
52. Common side order
55. Kitchen staple
59. “My name is __”
60. “The Hunchback of Notre Dame”

writer
62. Ryan of “The Beverly Hillbillies”
63. Pinnacle
64. Muppet
65. Piques
66. Race
67. Listen in Spanish
68. Modern bandit
Down
1. ___ the crack of dawn
2. Glow
3. Utah city
4. Star of David, essentially
5. Funhouse cries
6. Relative of ante7. ___ minimum
8. Treat with disdain
9. Compel
10. Crème ___ crème
11. Start-up money
13. Computer info
14. Reverence for God
20. Type of stock
21. Great Dane is one
23. Director Rohmer
24. Summer camp alarm
25. Margarines
26. Sign up
28. Brazilian state
29. Spanish for gold
30. Start of a refrain
31. Colorful Indonesian fabric
32. Alfred Nobel, for one

34. Two under pars
38. Alcove
39. Toronto media inits.
40. Speakers’ stands
46. Letter-shaped workbench groove
47. Gin-maker Whitney
49. Conger catcher
51. Rental car agency
52. Accomplishment
53. Marathon, for one
54. Role for Shirley MacLaine
55. Fiend

56. Eye, to Pierre
57. Put ___ words
58. For fear
60. Home of “The Sopranos”
61. One-eighty
This puzzle is a reprint of the
January 6 puzzle. Due to a limited
staff, we made an error in last
week’s puzzle. Thank you for your
patience and understanding.
answers on page 23
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