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L.A. parolee charged in La Brea Tar Pits prepares for evolution
Jacqueline Avant murder
n Officials present

By edwin folven
A 29-year-old male suspect
who police described as a parolee
has been charged for the Dec. 1
murder of Jacqueline Avant at her
home in Trousdale Estates.
Beverly
Hills
Police
Department
Chief
Mark
Stainbrook announced an arrest in
the case at a press conference on
Dec. 2 and said it appears Avant
was shot and killed during a burglary. The suspect, identified as
Aariel Maynor, of Los Angeles,
was arrested on Dec. 1 after
allegedly committing another burglary in the Hollywood Hills a little more than hour after Avant was
shot. Stainbrook said Maynor
shot himself in the foot during the
second burglary and was arrested
while hiding in the backyard of a
residence in the 6000 block of
Graciosa Drive. Los Angeles
Police Department Deputy Chief
Blake Chow said Hollywood
Division officers recovered an
AR-15-style gun at the scene of
the second burglary.

The Los Angeles County
District Attorney’s Office charged
Maynor on Dec. 6 with murder,
attempted murder and being a
felon in possession of a firearm,
as well as two counts of residential burglary with a person present. The charges include an allegation that Maynor used an
assault long barrel pistol during
the crimes, according to the district attorney’s office.
“Mrs. Avant was a treasured
member of our community. Her
generosity and good will touched
so many lives,” Los Angeles
County District Attorney George
Gascón said in a statement. “My
office is working closely with the
Los Angeles and Beverly Hills
police departments in the investigation and prosecution of this
case. We must continue to work
together to hold accountable the
people who commit violent
crimes against our community.”
The BHPD has assumed
responsibility for investigations at
both crime scenes. Avant, 81, a
See BHPD page 30

Cameras keep a watchful eye
n System aims to deter crime in Melrose District

By Brynn mechem
Over the last 50,000 years, the
earth below the La Brea Tar Pits
has been adapting to fit the environment around it, and now so too will
the museum.
On Tuesday, museum officials
welcomed members of the public to
catch a sneak peek of a master plan
for an overhaul of the museum
campus.
Designed by the New York-based
architecture firm Weiss/Manfredi,
the renovations will include the creation of a new building and terrace
walkway, nearly doubling the
museum’s current size by adding
41,000 square feet of space.
The 13-acre campus will be connected by a 1-kilometer doublehelix loop designed to create a
dynamic visitor experience that will
enhance visibility of the museum’s
collections and scientific activities
throughout the property.
“We want the Tar Pits to be a
place of discovery and inspiration
for people of all ages,” said Dr. Luis
Chiappe, senior vice president of

photo courtesy of the Tar Pits

The redesign includes the addition of a walkway across the Lake Pit.

research and collections, and architecture. “… But our ambitions are
limited by the physical realties of
this building. There is so much
potential for our collections to provide new and exciting scientific
information, but we simply don’t
have the space to curate fossils or
properly study them in a comprehensive way.”
The revamp begins with a new
entry plaza at the campus’ Wilshire
Gateway that will include a shaded

plaza where guests can stroll
through a Pleistocene Garden that
reconstructs the types of plants that
were alive 30,000 years ago.
A new walking path will be constructed over the Lake Pit, giving
visitors an up-close look at the
museum’s iconic mammoth sculptures. The path will lead to a new
entrance and a raised terrace walkway that will include a concession
stand and bar, preliminarily called
See Tar Pits page 31

Proposal gets (green) thumbs down
n Beverly Hills weighs

By edwin folven
With a surge in crime continuing
citywide, residents in the Melrose
District are getting directly
involved in increasing public safety
by installing license plate-reading
security cameras in partnership
with the city and the Los Angeles
Police Department.
One of the first cameras was
unveiled on Dec. 7 on Sierra Bonita
Avenue in a residential neighborhood just north of Melrose Avenue.
Plans call for up to 20 cameras to be
installed along Melrose Avenue and
in surrounding residential neighborhoods.
The cameras are intended to capture video footage of crimes and the
license plate numbers of vehicles
driven by suspects. The locations of
many cameras will remain unspecified, said Peter Nichols, co-founder
of Melrose Action, which spearheaded the camera program.
“We don’t want to give the bad
guys too much information,”
Nichols said. “They will be strategically placed where crime has been
occurring the most.”
Nichols launched the camera
program with fellow Melrose
District residents, LAPD officers
and Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, who provided $10,000

plans for years-long
renovations

options on Robinson
gardens operations
By AAron Blevins
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One of the first cameras installed
in the Melrose District by Melrose
Action was unveiled on Dec. 7.

from his office’s discretionary fund
for the program.
“The Melrose area has seen some
troubling moments over the course
of the past year,” Koretz said. “I’m
proud to see our community and
our residents and business owners
band together with my office to create this meaningful change. This is
an unprecedented example of what
See Melrose page 30

Prior to Virginia Robinson’s
death in 1977, her estate on Elden
Way in Beverly Hills hosted grand
Hollywood parties, which would
draw everyone from royalty to
celebrities and entertainers.
Since then, the estate has been
relatively quiet, having been transferred to Los Angeles County to
be a public arboretum or botanic
garden. However, the county is
now looking to expand its operations – a move some of its neighbors are fighting.
The city of Beverly Hills may
join that fight after the Beverly
Hills City Council heard several
members of the public speak in
opposition to the Virginia
Robinson Gardens proposal during a study session Dec. 7.
“They’re turning the gardens
into a party house, and I am asking
for your help and consideration to
see if we can come up with a compromise,” speaker Jodi Stine said.
According to a staff report, the
county is preparing a supplemental environmental impact report
that would expand the estate’s

photo courtesy of Virginia Robinson Gardens

Los Angeles County officials have proposed expanding the operations
of the Virginia Robinson Gardens estate in Beverly HIlls.

operations to seven days a week
and allow up to 24 special events
per year. Currently, four are permitted annually.
The staff report states that the
supplemental EIR would also
enable family events, such as weddings, to take place on site. As
many as 200 visitors would be
allowed per day – up from the 100
currently permitted.
In 1980, L.A. County determined that the estate was “most
valued as an extension of the plant
testing program at the Los

Angeles County Arboretum and
Botanic Gardens,” according to
the report.
By 2014, the county had repurposed the estate for preservation,
programming and public use. On
Nov. 15, the county held a scoping
meeting for the proposal, and residents voiced concerns about traffic, parking and noise, according
to the staff report. Some commenters supported the proposal.
According to the report, city
staff attended the meeting and
See Gardens page 31
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CALENDAR
‘London Nightlife
in Art Deco Era’
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The Los Angeles City Council approved final boundaries for council districts, with changes to the 4th, 5th and 13th districts.

Final redistricting map draws
praise from local communities

By edwin folven

The three-month process to
redraw Los Angeles City Council
district boundaries concluded on
Dec. 7, when the council unanimously approved a final map of the
districts.
The approval changes representation in many neighborhoods in the
local community, including Park La
Brea, the Miracle Mile and
Hancock Park, which were formerly in the 4th District but are now
located in the 5th District represented by Councilman Paul Koretz. The
13th District, represented by
Council President Pro Tempore
Mitch O’Farrell, includes most of
Hollywood as well as Larchmont
Village and Windsor Square, which
were formerly in the 4th District.
The council significantly altered
Councilwoman Nithya Raman’s 4th
District, which will still include
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Griffith Park and the Los Feliz
District, and a sliver extending into
Silver Lake where Raman lives.
But the 4th District’s southern
boundary will primarily follow
Hollywood Boulevard and Franklin
Avenue, and the district’s northern
boundaries now extend into the San
Fernando Valley to include Studio
City, Sherman Oaks and Encino.
An inquiry to Raman’s office
seeking comment on the new
boundaries was not returned. The
councilwoman said previously that
the redistricting process was politicized and the changes were “not the
outcome we hoped for when the
redistricting process began.”
Koretz, who will be termed out
next year, said he is pleased with
the changes and plans to meet with
as many constituents as possible in
the new neighborhoods in the coming weeks. Koretz said he is particularly excited about representing
Hancock Park and the Miracle
Mile, with its many cultural institutions and attractions.
“[The district includes] some
amazing facilities which I wish I
had the chance to represent for
more than another 11 months.
We’re adding Park La Brea, Pan
Pacific Park, the L.A. Museum of
the Holocaust, The Grove,
Television City and the Farmers
Market. It’s really a dream district,”
Koretz said. “I am sad that my time
is up but happy we’ve made this an
amazing district. I am honored to
get to represent it, although for just
a year.”
O’Farrell said he is eager to get
started representing new areas in
the 13th District.
“My team and I are excited to
continue our service to all the constituents of the 13th District, including new residents I now have the
honor of representing,” O’Farrell
said. “In the Greater Wilshire area,
we warmly welcome Larchmont
Village, Windsor Square, St.
Andrews Square, RidgewoodWilton, Western-Wilton, and
Oakwood-Maplewood-St.
Andrews, whose dedicated and
active stakeholders make these
neighborhoods amazing places to
live and do business. My team and I
will be ready to work with and represent you on Day One. Let's get to
work."
Many people in the local community are also pleased with the new
boundaries, which go into effect on
Jan. 1.
“I think it’s a win-win,” said
Cindy Chvatal-Keane, president of
the Hancock Park Homeowners
Association. “We are delighted with
See Redistricting page 9

Join the Art Deco Society of Los
Angeles for “London Nightlife in
the Art Deco Era,” a virtual presentation on Friday, Dec. 10, at 7 p.m.,
via Zoom. British historian Lucy
Jane Santos will take audiences on a
tour of some of the best nightclubs,
bars and hotels in 1920s and ‘30s
London. Sites include the Savoy
American Bar, Regents Palace
Hotel, Salted Almond Bar, Café de
Paris and Claridge’s. The lecture
will include stories and demonstrations on how to prepare popular
cocktails of the period. General
admission is $10. artdecola.org.

Culinary history

The Culinary Historians of Southern
California presents a webinar titled
“Appalachian Tradition and Culture
of Salt Rising Bread” with baker,
author and historian Genevieve
Bardwell on Saturday, Dec. 11, at
10:30 a.m., via Zoom. Salt-rising
bread originated
in
the
Appalachian
region during
the 1700s and
the recipe was
passed down by
generations in
West Virginia,
Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Tennessee
and North Carolina. Bardwell will
discuss the unique alkaline fermentation process enabling the bread to
rise and will explore indigenous
breads from other regions of the
world. She will also demonstrate
how to make salt-rising bread and

share a recipe. Admission is free but
reservations
are
required.
eventbrite.com/e/culinary-program-theappalachian-tradition-culture-of-saltrising-bread-tickets-217051345417?.

Holiday Faire

Enjoy Theatricum Botanicum’s
Holiday Family Faire on Saturday,
Dec. 11, from noon to 5 p.m. The
event will include a performance of
Harry Nilsson’s “The Point” by his
son, Kiefo, and
a
14-piece
band.
Actor
and musician
John C. Reilly
will introduce
the
musical
performance.
The event will
also include aerialist acts, carolers,
holiday storytelling and visits with
Santa and Mrs. Claus. General
admission is $20, $10 for children
5-15 years old and free for those 4
and under. 1419 N. Topanga
Canyon Blvd. theatricum.com/holidayfamilyfaire.

Street art exhibits

Thinkspace Projects is holding a
trio of solo shows from street artists
Ador, Pez and Dragon76 running
from Saturday, Dec. 11, through
Saturday, Jan. 1. Ador’s “Tales of
Past Times,” Pez’s “One Smile,
Many Styles” and Dragon76’s
“Noroshi” will have their West
Coast debuts at the gallery. An
opening reception will be held on
Dec. 11, from 5-8 p.m. 4217 W.
Jefferson Blvd. thinkspaceprojects.com.

L.A. Art
Association

Enjoy the Los Angeles Art
Association’s 2021 Open Show
exhibit running from Sunday, Dec.
12, through Friday, Jan. 7, at
Gallery 825 on La Cienega
Boulevard. Since 2006, the Open
Show has grown into a renowned
international exhibition of emerging
art. Art critic Peter Frank will serve
as juror for the show. An opening
reception will be held on Dec. 12,
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Viewing after
Dec. 12 is by appointment. 825 N.
La Cienega Blvd. laaa.org/openshow-2021.

Holocaust stories

Congregation Shaarei Tefila is holding a discussion on the book “How
We Survived” presented by child
survivors of the Holocaust on
Sunday Dec. 12, at 2 p.m. Authors
Lillian Trilling, Lya Frank and Eva
Brettler will read their stories at the
event, which will recognize the 74th
anniversary of the first doctors trial
in Nuremberg in 1947. Admission is
free and reservations are suggested.
7269 Beverly Blvd. (323)938-7147,
info@shaareitefila.org.

Bespoke Plays

Bespoke Plays presents staged readings of “The Sphere of Fixed Stars
in the Heavens” by J. Holtham on
Sunday, Dec. 12, and Monday, Dec.
13, at 7 p.m. at The Pico. The production stars Jesse Rath and Nicole
Sousa. General admission is $20.
10508 W. Pico Blvd. bespokeplays.com.
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Avant family thanks community for support
By AAron Blevins
The family of Jacqueline Avant on
Dec. 7 issued a statement through
the Beverly Hills City Council,
thanking the community for the outpouring of support following the
philanthropist’s Dec. 1 murder in
Trousdale Estates.
Mayor Robert Wunderlich read
the entirety of the statement aloud at
the beginning of Tuesday’s council
meeting.
“The entire Avant and Sarandos
family wish to thank you for the
heartfelt condolences over the loss
of our beloved Jackie. We feel
incredibly blessed to have received
the support, kindness and prayers
over the last week.
“The outpouring of love and support from around the globe has been
felt and appreciated by all of us. We
ask that you please allow us some
time and space to grieve as a family
and continue to keep us in your
thoughts and prayers. We thank you
in advance for respecting our privacy during this difficult time. Plans
for Jackie’s memorial celebration
shall be forthcoming after the holidays. We appreciate your continued
well wishes and prayers and wish all
of you a very blessed holiday season.”
The city also prepared a proclamation in Avant’s memory, which
Wunderlich also read aloud. He said
she was a 55-year resident of
Beverly Hills, an advocate for arts
and culture and spent most of her life
benefiting underprivileged communities.
“Jacqueline Avant’s death was an
incredible loss for our community,”

Wunderlich said. “On behalf of the
entire City Council, on behalf of our
city, I extend our deepest condolences to the Avant family. Mrs.
Avant’s legacy will endure forever.”
According to the proclamation,
Avant was born on March 6, 1940,
in New York City and went into
modeling, which led her to several
magazine features and introduced
her to music executive Clarence
Avant. The two married in 1967 and
moved to California. Clarence Avant
founded Sussex Records in 1969.
Throughout her husband’s success, Jacqueline Avant served on
several charitable boards, including
the UCLA Dashew Center for
International Students & Scholars,
the National Organization for
Women’s Entertainment Division
and the Neighbors of Watts. She
worked as a docent at the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art and
was interested in Japanese art.
Further, Jacqueline Avant organized fundraisers for schools and
community groups, and she made
contributions to the art, music and
entertainment industries, according
to the proclamation.
The council then held a moment
of silence in her honor.
Vice Mayor Lili Bosse said she is
a friend of Nicole Avant, the daughter of Clarence and Jacqueline
Avant. Bosse referred to Jacqueline
Avant as a “guardian angel on this
Earth” who changed many lives.
“This rocked our community to
the core and to the essence of who
we are,” the vice mayor added. “It
devastated our country. It tore my
heart; it tore all our hearts.”
Councilman John Mirisch said the

community is grieving alongside the
family. He said even some residents
who do not know the Avants felt a
sense of loss as well.
“We should continue to [honor her
memory],” Mirisch added. “I know
that, in that way, her memory will
continue to be a blessing for the
entire community, but at this difficult time right now, we grieve as a
community.”
Councilman Julian Gold said he
did not know Jacqueline Avant personally, but her murder was “an
unspeakable loss.” He said one
would think that someone with such
beauty and grace would be protected
from such evil.
“But the universe is probably not
fair,” Gold said.
Councilman Lester Friedman
extended his deepest condolences.
“I’m just speechless about this,”
he added. “It’s just something that,
unfortunately, is a sign of our times,
and we really have to do something
about it.”
Bosse thanked the Beverly Hills
Police Department for making an
arrest in the murder.
“There has to be consequence to
crime,” she said. “And no matter
what consequence there is, it will
never be enough for taking an angel
on this Earth.”
Coincidentally, the City Council
also welcomed its new police chief,
Mark Stainbrook, during the meeting.
“During this last week, we’ve
experienced events which have
shaken our city and the nation,” he
said. “On behalf of the Beverly Hills
Police Department, my condolences
go out to the Avant family. Twenty-

photo courtesy of the MLK Health and Wellness Community Development Corp.

Jacqueline Avant, right, supported many causes throughout her life.

four hours after this horrific tragedy,
we made an arrest of the suspect and
he remains in custody. Additionally,
we have made five other significant
arrests this week in relation to ongoing criminal cases. [I’m] very proud
of our police officers and civilian
staff who have been working tirelessly. For the time that I have been
here, I have been impressed with the
level of interdepartmental teamwork, our excellent access to technology and the amazing level of
community support. We are working
on enhancing our operational
response [and] technological alignment.”
Stainbrook said BHPD has tripled
the number of armed private security
that support the department. Within
the next few days, a BHPD detective
will be assigned to the LAPD
Follow Home Task Force to “ensure
real-time information sharing and
intelligence on cross jurisdictional
cases,” he said.

Further, the department has hired
five more officers and may hire
another seven in the coming months,
Stainbrook said. BHPD is also looking to increase camera coverage in
the city and purchase additional
license-plate readers.
“Finally, you can do a lot to help,”
Stainbrook added. “Please talk about
personal security with your family.
Follow basic security procedures,
lock your doors, windows, gates. Do
not leave valuables unlocked in your
car and lock your cars and be aware
of your surroundings. Please report
suspicious activity to the police
department. You are our best source
of information and you know your
neighborhoods the best.”
In lieu of flowers, the Avant and
Sarandos family has requested that
individuals make a donation to the
Jacqueline Avant Memorial Fund
that supports the new MLK
Children’s Center in Watts. For
information, visit mlk-cdc.org.
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Arrests made in smash-and-grab robberies Follow-home robberies
Authorities say
continue in L.A, WeHo
zero-bail policy
n

contributes to crime

n Police stress

importance of
reporting crimes

By edwin folven
The Los Angeles Police
Department is making progress in
curtailing a recent series of smashand-grab robberies at stores and
shopping malls in different parts of
the city.
LAPD Chief Michel Moore and
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
gathered with business leaders at
LAPD headquarters on Dec. 2 to
announce that 14 arrests have been
made in connection with robberies
that occurred from Nov. 18-28. He
said 11 smash-and-grab robberies
were committed during the period
by large groups called flash mobs
that break into or swarm inside
stores and loot merchandise before
quickly fleeing. Approximately
$338,000 in merchandise was
stolen during the robberies, and the
suspects caused more than $40,000
in property damage, Moore added.
“[We want to] communicate
clearly the message, which is a
message of prevention, a message
of not allowing or tolerating this
type of bold and reckless action
with these burglaries and robberies,
and that there are consequences for
those individuals who attempt to
engage in that type of conduct,”
Moore said.
Six of the smash-and-grab robberies occurred in the LAPD’s
Wilshire Division, including two at
the Nordstrom department store at
The Grove on Nov. 22. The first
was committed in the afternoon by
a group of suspects who entered the
store and stole merchandise valued
at $9,000, Moore said. Police are
still searching for those suspects.
Later that evening, a large group
smashed a window at the
Nordstrom store and stole $100,000
in merchandise, Moore said. Three
male suspects – two adults and one
juvenile – were arrested after a
police pursuit from the robbery
scene to South Los Angeles. That
robbery involved approximately 20
people and additional suspects are
still being sought.
A spokeswoman for The Grove
said additional security measures
are in place including custom-fabricated protective barriers at all
entrances overnight, additional
guards and off-duty law enforce-

By edwin folven
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Los Angeles Police Department Chief Michel Moore and Los Angeles
Mayor Eric Garcetti outlined steps to address smash-and-grab robberies
and reduce crime during the holidays.

ment personnel stationed onsite,
ballistic film to strengthen all storefront windows, and state-of-the-art
closed circuit television and alarm
systems throughout the property.
Moore outlined details of some
of the other robberies, including
two that occurred on Nov. 18 and
Nov. 26 at the Ksubi clothing store
at 132 S. La Brea Ave. Police are
searching for the suspects in the
first robbery and arrested one male
suspect after the second crime,
Moore said.
Authorities are still searching for
a group of suspects who entered the
Impossible Kicks shoe store in the
Beverly Center on Nov. 24 and
stole $23,000 in merchandise.
Three suspects were arrested after a
robbery at Wasteland Clothing at
7428 Melrose Ave. on Nov. 26,
Moore added. The other smashand-grab robberies occurred in the
San Fernando Valley and South Los
Angeles.
Moore said the crimes are being
committed by different groups of
young people who may be organizing through social media. All of the
suspects arrested for the smashand-grab robberies have been
released from custody under the
state’s current zero-bail system in
which suspects arrested for most
non-violent crimes are immediately
released after booking pending

future court appearances. The policy was implemented during the
COVID-19 pandemic to keep jail
populations low and limit outbreaks, but Moore said it may be
emboldening some people to commit crimes. He stressed that the
department plans to vigorously pursue prosecution in the cases. FBI
officials said at the press conference that federal authorities will
prosecute cases when applicable.
Moore added that the suspects
are stealing items to sell them and
he said members of the public can
take a stand by not purchasing merchandise from people on the street
or anywhere else if they suspect it is
stolen. He said the LAPD will have
a heightened presence at malls and
shopping districts during the holiday season to prevent crime.
“To our public, our shopping
centers, our retailers, our city areas
are safe,” Moore added.
Anyone who witnesses a smashand-grab robbery is urged to call
911. Anyone with information
about the recent smash-and-grab
robberies is urged to call the LAPD
at
(877)ASKLAPD
or
(877)LAPD247. Rewards from
$1,000-$10,000 are available.
People can also report tips anonymously to Crimestoppers by calling
(800)222-TIPS,
or
visiting
lacrimestoppers.org.

Detectives warn about recent work truck thefts

Detectives from the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Wilshire
Division are warning the public
about a recent trend of stolen and
burglarized construction trucks.
Investigators said work trucks
are being stolen and later recovered with tools missing. They are
encouraging vehicle owners to use
GPS monitoring devices to help

authorities locate the suspects and
vehicles.
The devices are small enough to
fit on a key ring and can be affixed
to most compartments of a vehicle,
including the interior of tool
boxes. Vehicle owners can monitor
the devices from cell phones and
computers.
When detectives and uniformed

officers are conducting investigations, the real-time information
provided by tracking devices can
be essential in recovering property,
authorities said.
Wilshire Division personnel can
provide information about the
devices and encouraged people to
call (213)473-0459, or email
wilshire@lapd.online.

Police believe there are more victims of fraud scheme

The Los Angeles Police
Department’s Commercial Crimes
Division is seeking the public’s
help in identifying additional victims of an identity theft and real
estate fraud scheme allegedly committed against elderly property
owners.
On Sept. 2, 2021, the titles of six
residential properties, with an accumulated value of approximately

$3.5 million, were fraudulently
transferred to a business named
Cruz Holding Ent. Investigators
believe two suspects, Joshua
Findley, 30, and Shahen Banki, 54,
impersonated the victims and perpetrated the scheme.
The six properties were vacant
and owned by elderly individuals.
Findley and Banki were arrested on
Nov. 3 after attempting to obtain a

fraudulent $400,000 loan, police
said. An investigation determined
the suspects are likely involved in a
larger identity theft and loan fraud
scheme.
Anyone who believes they are a
victim or has information about the
case is asked to call Detective Brian
Calicchia at (213)486-6620. During
weekends and off-hours, call the
LAPD’s hotline at (877)LAPD247.

Detectives with the Los
Angeles Police Department’s
Robbery-Homicide Division are
investigating a robbery on Fuller
Avenue on Nov. 26 in which two
male suspects wearing policestyle tactical vests forced their
way inside a residence as victims
were returning home.
Authorities did not learn about
the crime until Dec. 2, when
security camera video from the
crime scene began circulating on
social media. Police went to the
residence in the 100 block of N.
Fuller Ave. and interviewed the
residents, who were not identified. Capt. Anthony Otero, of the
LAPD’s Wilshire Division, said
the victims did not report the
robbery, and it was unclear why.
Police said the two suspects
approached the victims as they
were walking home after dining
at a restaurant in the Beverly
Grove neighborhood. The suspects punched the victims and
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Security camera footage of the
robbery on Fuller Avenue has
circulated on social media.

forced them inside where the
robbery occurred. Three additional male suspects also entered
the residence and helped gather
property. A large amount of cash
and jewelry was stolen, police
said.
The initial two suspects were
wearing black police-style vests
with badges. One of the men was
armed with a semi-automatic
handgun and the other wielded a
rubber mallet. Both suspects are
Black, 20-25 years old, approximately 6 feet 1 inches tall with
medium builds. Police only
described the other three suspects who entered the residence
as being male.
Detectives from the LAPD’s
Wilshire Division initially investigated the crime before turning
the case over to the RobberyHomicide Division, which is
heading a task force to combat a
recent trend of follow-home robberies. No further information
about the robbery was released.
Anyone with information is
urged to contact detectives
Marsden or Hammer, with the
Robbery-Homicide Division, at
(213)486-6840.
Authorities
in
West
Hollywood are also searching
for two male suspects who
robbed two victims at approximately 2 a.m. on Dec. 4 as they
returned to an apartment building in the 800 block of Kings
Road. The suspects allegedly
pulled up in a black MercedesBenz, exited the vehicle and
robbed the victims before fleeing. Anyone with information
about the robbery is urged to call
the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station at (310)855-8850.

BH holds town halls with new
police chief Mark Stainbrook

Join new Beverly Hills Police
Chief Mark Stainbrook and the
Beverly Hills City Council for
town hall meetings on Sunday,
Dec. 12.
There will be two opportunities
to hear from Stainbrook: an 11 a.m.
in-person meeting on the Civic
Center Plaza outside BHPD head-

quarters, 464 N. Rexford Dr., and a
1 p.m. virtual meeting. To view the
virtual
meeting,
visit
beverlyhills.org/bhpdtownhall. The
meeting can also be watched online
at beverlyhills.org/live. To submit
questions prior to the meeting,
email
bhpdtownhall@beverlyhills.org.

Rainy
Season
is here!
Call Now!

Full Serivce
Residential
and
Commercial
Roofer
Locally owned & operated since 1925.
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts
• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood
(323)469-2981
www.supremeroofing.com
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Community Foundations Offer
Tangible Beneﬁts and the Means
to Repair the World
By Dan RothBlatt

I

n 1954, Judge Isaac Pacht assembled a group of prominent local
leaders to take a long-term view of
the Los Angeles Jewish community.
Post-World War II L.A. was evolving
rapidly, the State of Israel had been established a few years prior, and this visionary group foresaw the need for a
permanent source of charitable funds
to support causes here and half a world
away alike.
What resulted is the Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles
(The Foundation), which ranks among
the nation’s largest Jewish charitable
institutions and today manages more
than $1.4 billion in charitable assets for
L.A.’s Jewish philanthropists. In 2020,
The Foundation distributed $116 million—going to several thousand
causes and programs locally, nationally and around the globe—and
awarded $1 billion in grants over the
past dozen years.
The Foundation was conceived precisely for a time like the pandemic,
where the world has shifted beneath
our feet, and we confronted the resulting healthcare crisis, an economic
downturn, record levels of unemployment,and civil unrest. The Foundation
and its donors stepped up, committing
millions of dollars in grants for
COVID-19 relief since the pandemic
began. Our ability to serve communities in such turbulent times is precisely why The Foundation was
established: to help the afflicted and to
heal the world.

SERVING THE
COMMUNITY AND
DONORS ALIKE
Organized as a grantmaking public
charity, The Foundation exists to address the needs of the communities it
serves—making a positive, lasting impact now and in the future. We help
donors develop flexible, efficient and
tax-effective giving strategies enabling
them to fulfill their charitable ambitions. One of our primary roles is to
make it easy to become a philanthropist by offering charitable products and
insights on how to leave a lasting legacy and strengthen the causes people
care deeply about.

PARTNERING WITH
THE FOUNDATION
Through charitable funds established with us, donors can support a
countless number of Jewish causes,
and the full range of societal needs,
like healthcare, arts and culture, education, homelessness, domestic violence, at-risk youth, the elderly, and
many others. The Foundation’s mission is tikkun olam—Hebrew for healing the world—exemplified by the
broad continuum of causes donors
elect to support.
And community foundations offer a
more cost-effective approach for pursuing philanthropy through shared resources and other operating efficiencies.

More than 1,300 Angelenos and their
families, as well as nonprofit institutions, place their trust in us to manage
their charitable assets.

The Foundation makes
it easy to become a
philanthropist by offering
charitable products and
insights on how to leave a
lasting legacy and
strengthen the causes
people care deeply about.
Some of the reasons they turn to
The Foundation include:
• Deep understanding of Jewish
and general community nonprofits.
Our ongoing interaction with various
nonprofit agencies and program providers offers a deep reservoir of
knowledge on where the best work is
being done to improve the community.
• Collaborative approach to solving pressing social issues. We work
cooperatively with other funders and
segments of the community which can
provide leverage in addressing our
most complex social challenges.
• Engage multiple generations in
thoughtful, effective philanthropy.
Among our many resources is the
Center for Designed Philanthropy,
which partners with donors and their
paid advertisement

families to develop effective intergenerational giving strategies.
• Broad range of products affords
flexible charitable solutions. There is
no “one-size-fits-all” solution. We can
work with you and your professional
advisors to develop the charitable-giving vehicles to fit your needs, including donor advised funds, endowments
and support foundations.
• Stability and permanence. Here
today and for tomorrow, The Foundation administers nearly 350 charitable
endowments on behalf of donors, ensuring their bequests are faithfully implemented beyond their lifetimes in
perpetuity.
• Stewardship and accountability.
The Foundation affords donors peace
of mind—from ease of administration,
to access of information 24/7, to sound
investment management of charitable
assets.
• Your ability to contribute a
range of charitable gifts. As a public
charity, The Foundation accepts contributions of cash, securities, IRA distributions, real estate, limited liability
companies and other assets, making it
easy to fund your philanthropy.

• Favorable tax treatment. Contributions to a fund established with us
afford donors deductions for income
and estate tax purposes to the maximum extent permitted under current
tax laws. Donations of appreciated assets are not subject to capital-gains
taxes and an income tax deduction is
permissible on the full, fair-marketvalue of the gift.

A COMMITMENT TO
GIVING BACK
The rabbi Hillel the Elder asked: “If
I am not for myself, who will be for
me? And if I’m only for myself, what
am I?” These philosophical questions
are as relevant today as they were over
2,000 years ago. They also motivate
many of our compassionate Foundation donors who feel a solemn obligation to use their good fortune to repair
the world and help those in need.
To explore how you can embark on
your own journey in giving—and the
joys that come with it—we invite you
to speak with one of our experts.
You can learn more by visiting
www.jewishfoundationla.org, calling
(323) 761-8704, or emailing development@jewishfoundationla.org.

About the author: Dan Rothblatt is executive vice president of the Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles (The Foundation), which manages $1.4 billion
in charitable assets for more than 1,300 families. In 2020, The Foundation and
its donors directed more than $116 million in grants to Jewish and general community initiatives locally, nationally and in Israel.

WeHo wants to allow OUT Zones permanently
n Council members

consider future design,
permitting
By Brynn MecheM
To help businesses stay afloat
during the pandemic, the city of
West Hollywood allowed business
owners to move some of their
operations outdoors, and now City
Council members hope to allow
that activity to stay permanently.
In July 2020, the city introduced
its Outdoor Use Temporary Zones,
or OUT Zones. The temporary
program provides commercial
space in public rights-of-way so
restaurants, shops, gyms and
salons can ensure social distancing
protocols are met.
More than 70 businesses were
approved for the temporary permits that allowed the use, and as
staff brought a six-month contract
extension before the City Council
on Monday, the discussion instead
turned to keeping the OUT Zones
permanently.
“Right now, we have human
activity at a scale that was unthinkable five years ago,” Councilman
John D’Amico said. “In my mind,
it’s sort of exploded … we imagined we could have that kind of
activity and now that the activity
exists, I can’t imagine getting rid
of it.”
D’Amico proposed that rather
than extend OUT Zone permits
every six months, the city should
draft an ordinance that allows
them permanently. Under the ordi-

nance, he said new businesses
could apply for OUT Zones the
same way as current businesses.
Councilwoman
Lindsey
Horvath agreed, stating that if the
city allows permanent OUT
Zones, business could begin to
invest in structures that are permanent and “up to the standard that
we expect in West Hollywood.”
“In Southern California, our
environment is amenable to outdoor dining. It’s part of our culture,” she said. “If we want to have
uniquely-designed outdoor spaces,
we need to give businesses certainty that they can invest in something.”
Although Mayor Lauren Meister
said she was in favor of OUT
Zones in some portions of the city,
she said there have been complaints from residents whose properties are adjacent to the new outdoor dining areas. She said the city
should determine which areas of
the city are best suited for OUT
Zones moving forward.
Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne
said she is supportive of permanent OUT Zones, but the noise at
locations near residential areas
would need to be kept to an
acceptable level.
“I am concerned with OUT
Zones that are flooding residential
areas, we find a lot of complaints,”
she said. “I've actually driven out
[to some OUT Zones] in the middle of the night to hear what it’s
like and it’s pretty loud, so those
are the things that I think need to
be looked at.”
Additionally, Meister said the

city previously expressed an interest in establishing an alternate
mobility lane along Santa Monica
Boulevard, and if OUT Zones
were to continue in the street, there
wouldn’t be enough room for a
potential bike and scooter lane.
“Do we really want to have
these OUT Zones on Santa Monica
Boulevard where we have a competing interest that is an important
one? My concern is to just say,
‘Yes, let’s just do it,’ we’re not
thinking about the other initiatives
that we have brought forward,”
Meister said.
D’Amico said the OUT Zones
should be allowed throughout the
city and not considered on a caseby-case basis. He said if the city
desires an alternate mobility lane
on Santa Monica Boulevard in the
future, it could take away a lane of
traffic to create one.
Horvath said closing off parking
spaces for OUT Zones could create a safer street.
“I think we’re actually going to
reduce the conflicts because a lot
of the conflicts are when cars are
trying to go into the parking spaces
and are crossing the bike lanes,”
she said. “By closing them, we’re
creating less interaction between
the cars and the bike lane.”
John Keho, director of planning
and development services, said
staff would have to consider several issues when drafting the ordinance, such as creating a fee structure for OUT Zones.
The city waived fees for the
zones during the pandemic but
would need to bring them back

photo by Brynn Mechem

While drafting an ordinance for permanent OUT Zones, the city would
need to create design guidelines.

should the zones become permanent, he said.
The city would also need to
determine what types of OUT
Zone structures would be allowed
on sidewalks to create a consistent
urban design throughout West
Hollywood.
Additionally, he said the city
currently funds the use of K-rails
to protect dining zones that are set
up in on-street parking spaces.
Currently, there are 28 businesses
utilizing the K-rails, which would
cost the city $175,000 for a sixmonth extension.
D’Amico said that as part of the
process to draft an ordinance, the
city could create design guidelines
for the implementation of permanent OUT Zones. The guidelines

would outline design standards for
outdoor dining areas, as well as
what type of barrier restaurants
should provide to replace the Krails.
“We have so many wonderful
examples of what has burst out of
our buildings into the fresh air,”
D’Amico said. “I just think we
have too much opportunity here to
not move forward. It’s a real
change for our city in a really good
way.”
Keho said the city will still need
to extend its current permits until
staff can draft an ordinance and get
it approved through the city’s
process.
Staff will come before the City
Council at its next meeting on Dec.
20 to extend the contracts.
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Hancock Park residents take action after crimes
By AAron Blevins
Hancock Park residents have witnessed upticks in crime over the
years, but the current climate is new
to many homeowners in the Los
Angeles neighborhood.
A handful of recent, high-profile
incidents prompted the Hancock
Park Homeowners Association to
host a security town hall on Dec. 6 to
discuss how residents can prepare
for – and protect themselves from –
the worst.
“It’s been significant, and we have
to remain vigilant and watch out for
one another,” Cindy Chvatal-Keane,
the association’s president, said of
the crime increase. “Our neighborhood has been very good at that.”
In November, the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Wilshire
Division responded to three street
robberies and one attempted car-

jacking in Hancock Park, Capt.
Anthony Otero said. A street robbery
on Nov. 28, when a woman pushing
a stroller was followed home and
robbed on Rimpau Boulevard, made
national news.
Otero said the Hancock Park area
has seen an “extreme” increase in
robberies over the past two weeks,
and that Wilshire Division is looking
at different ways to prevent them.
He said LAPD’s Metropolitan
Division has been called in to assist,
and additional bike units are being
deployed.
When asked for suspect descriptions, Otero said that in five recent
incidents, all of the suspects were
male, between 20 and 25 years old.
One suspect was Hispanic, and the
other four were Black, he said.
“They’re
driving
vehicles
around,” Otero added. “They’re
pulling up in the vehicle, exiting the

City approves post-awards party
The Beverly Hills City
Council on Dec. 7 approved a
request by Vanity Fair to close
the 400 block of North Crescent
Drive for the monthly magazine’s post-Academy Awards
party for the next three years.
According to a staff report, the
2022 party will close North
Crescent Drive, adjacent to City
Hall, from March 15-31. The
party will be held on March 27.
The dates and details of the
street closures for 2023 and 2024
will be shared annually at a
future council meeting. The
council has approved the event
in three-year increments since
2015.
According to a staff report,
Vanity Fair’s annual postAcademy Awards Party has been
a “high-profile, prestigious”
event for more than 25 years,
with the last six events being
held in Beverly Hills in between
City Hall and the Wallis
Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts.
By utilizing a street closure,
the event organizers have constructed a tented area on North
Crescent Drive that attracts an
average of 800-1,000 guests,
including Oscar winners and
nominees, as well as actors,
celebrities, politicians and
dozens of national and international media outlets.
Similar to years past, event
organizers sought approval for a

two-week street closure of the
400 block of North Crescent
Drive – between North and
South Santa Monica boulevards
– and the use of additional streets
in the city such as Civic Center
Drive and Foothill Road, as well
as the Crescent garage and the
North parking lot of City Hall for
build-out and event preparations.
On the weekend of the event,
nearby garages will be used.
Extended closures of lanes,
including South Santa Monica
and North Santa Monica boulevards, as well as full lane closures in the 400 block of North
Cañon Drive for arrivals and
departures of guests, will be in
place only on March 27 from
approximately 3 p.m. until 2 a.m.
All road closures will be subject to review and approval of a
traffic control plan by the city’s
Transportation Division and the
Beverly
Hills
Police
Department. All permits, including temporary structure, tent,
generator and film permits will
be reviewed and approved by
city staff.
The event crew and staff shop
local during the build process,
according to the staff report.
Vanity Fair staff and guests have
stayed for a combined 371 room
nights at local hotels each year.
In 2020, Vanity Fair patronized
more than 78 local businesses
before, during and after the
event.

Notable Quotes
“Those who cultivate moral confusion for profit should understand this: we will name their names and shame them as they
deserve to be shamed.”
Bob Dole
1923-2021
Former U.S. Senator Bob Dole died this week at age 98. He was
a World War II hero and served in the Senate for 27 years from
1969-1996, and he was Senate Majority leader for three years. Dole
ran for president in 1996 and lost to Bill Clinton. He was married
to Elizabeth Dole who died earlier this year at age 85. She served
under Ronald Reagan as Secretary of Transportation and in the
George H.W. Bush administration as Labor Secretary. She was
North Carolina’s first female Senator from 2003-2009.
*Source New York Times

vehicle, so we know we have at least
three people in the car – one driver
and two passengers to get out and
commit the robbery.”
He said residents can further protect themselves and their properties
in multiple ways. Ideally, homes
should have well-placed, high-quality cameras, trimmed bushes and
proper lighting. Otero also discussed
the security benefits of being a dog
owner.
Additionally, residents should
keep expensive items out of sight
and always be aware.
“The commonalities we’re seeing
in this, as far as the victims go, is that
our victims in these situations were
not paying attention to their surroundings and were either on a cell
phone or just not paying attention to
who or what was around them,”
Otero said.
Capt. Sonia Monico added that
residents should not resist if they are
robbed.
“Do not try to hold on to that
property,” she said. “It’s not worth
it.”
However, some of Monday’s discussion pertained to residents potentially defending themselves and their
property by using deadly force.
“The law, in the past, has
[allowed] people [to] defend themselves that way, but there’s that fine
line if it’s just [used] to defend your
property,” Otero said. “That is not
acceptable under the law. It’s for
defense of your life or great bodily
harm.”
The captain praised security companies such as SSA Security Group,
a company created by former LAPD
officers that provides security in

photo by Edwin Folven

Three street robberies and an attempted car jacking are among the
crimes that occurred in the Hancock Park area in November.

multiple neighborhoods, including
Hancock Park.
“I’ve always told the SSA, ‘When
your phone rings, my phone rings,’”
Otero said.
Residents can also assist with
investigations. Providing license
plate numbers are key, and Otero
advised residents to give police officers anything recovered at a crime
scene, especially something that a
suspect may have dropped.
“That’s vital,” he said.
Residents mulled the possibility
of establishing a license plate recognition camera system, such as the
one currently being implemented by
Melrose Action.
Chvatal-Keane said it appears that
the penalties for these types of
crimes are insignificant, and that
news reports have stated that suspects are often released after a short

period of time.
“You’re correct in your observations on what you’re seeing,” Otero
said. “All I can do is ask our officers
… to do their jobs and do their
investigations and do their best to
keep you safe and put perpetrators in
handcuffs and take them to jail.”
What is going on right now is
“lawlessness,” and what people are
willing to do “nowadays is simply
amazing,” he said.
“Unfortunately, it’s going to take
them walking into the wrong house,
and someone’s going to arm themselves,” Otero said, adding that several residents have recently inquired
about laws involving firearms.
“Until that happens, I’m not sure
people are really going to be
deterred until they enter the wrong
house, so to speak. That’s going to
happen sooner than later.”

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENTS TO THE NOISE ORDINANCE AND
MAKING ADJUSTMENTS TO THE
ADMINISTRATIVE CITATION FEE SCHEDULE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021-22
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold
a public hearing on MONDAY, December 20, 2021, to hear anyone wishing to speak
regarding the introduction on first reading to adopt an ordinance that will amend
Chapter 9.08 (Noise) in Article 2 (Miscellaneous) of Title 9 (Public Peace and
Safety), and amends Chapter 1.08 (General Penalty Procedures) in Title 1 (General
Provisions) to the list of Municipal Code chapters and sections that are subject to
administrative penalty procedures.
The West Hollywood City Council will also consider amending the Master
Fee Resolution for Fiscal Year 2021-22 to include violations of Chapter 9.08 (Noise)
and Chapter 5.130 (Minimum Wage) and making adjustments to violations of Title
15 (Environmental Protection, Pollution and Solid Waste) in the Code Compliance
Division Administrative Citation Fee Schedule.
The public hearing will be held at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible
via teleconference. The meeting access information will be available at
www.weho.org/councilagendas.
A copy of the proposed ordinance and amended Master Fee Resolution for
Fiscal Year 2021-22 will be available with the online City Council Agenda Packet,
beginning December 15, 2021. Please visit www.weho.org/councilagendas to view
the December 20, 2021, City Council Agenda Packet.
For further information please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (323) 848-6409.
BY ORDER of the City of West Hollywood,
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-8486826.
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West Hollywood discusses co-living proposal
By Jonathan Williams
The West Hollywood City
Council voted 4-1 on Dec. 6 to continue a public hearing to a future
date for a controversial five-story
co-living project with 18 units housing more than 73 people near the
northwest corner of Fountain and
Fairfax avenues. The project would
have three units of affordable housing, down from the initial 14 units
that were previously approved by
the city’s planning commission.
Mayor Lauren Meister and
Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne, as
well as Councilmembers John
D’Amico and John Erickson, voted
to continue the appeal with some
amendments. The lone no vote
came from Councilwoman Lindsey
Horvath. The decision will be
brought back to the city council,
rather than the planning commission, on the appeal.
Some of the amendments, after a
subsequent motion to continue the
appeal was introduced by Erickson,
called for a change to the number of
co-living bedrooms by “declustering” them, and not allowing visitor
parking passes for the property.
On Sept. 2, the planning commission approved the 18-unit project
with 73 co-living bedrooms and 32
parking spaces. The apartments designated for co-living would have
four or five private bedrooms and
bathrooms, but residents would
share kitchen, living, dining and
laundry spaces, according to a staff
report. The affordable housing units
will each have one bedroom.
In past meetings, residents
opposed the project due to high traffic volume at the intersection. In
contrast, there has been some support for the project by the public.
Council members unanimously
voiced frustration with the West
Hollywood Planning Commission’s
handling of the proposal stating the

plan fails to provide adequate
affordable housing.
“I must say this is a particular low
point for our development, our
housing policy and our development standards,” D’Amico said.
“We’re basically not getting 11 bedrooms for people who need housing
and you know I don’t think housing
causes accidents, but I do know that
the applicant came forward offering
us more bedrooms ... we fumbled
and we chose the least possible in
the worst possible way. I’m just
very disappointed with our housing
department and our development
standards.”
D’Amico added he couldn’t
believe that developers can build
co-living bedrooms for 73 people
and only put 1,800 square feet of
affordable housing in a building that
large.
“This one was easy,” D’Amico
said. “They offered to do it. It’s just
mind boggling to me. It makes me
want to puke. That’s my motion.”
Attorney John B. Murdock represents the property owners to the
north and west of the proposed project site. In the meeting on Sept. 2,
Murdock said his clients planned to
appeal the planning commission’s
3-2 vote to approve the project.
“So what I’m asking you to do is
to go back to your general plan and
look at some of the goals that you
have set, which [were] to protect
the residential areas of the city from
over-development,” Murdock said.
“But you’re not doing that. If you
approve this project, you’re just
pouring traffic into the most dangerous intersection in your city.”
Murdock added that 27 emails
were received from residents who
opposed the project due to the dangerous nature of traffic at the intersection.
“The residents in the area know
what the traffic is like. They know
that there’s not enough parking.

They don’t approve of this project,”
he said.
Several residents expressed their
concerns about the project during
the public comment portion of the
City Council meeting. Lesley
O’Toole-Roque, a West Hollywood
property owner who has lived within a few minutes walk of Fairfax
and Fountain avenues for 29 years,
opposes the project.
“John Murdock is absolutely
right,” O’Toole-Roque said during
the public hearing. “People will not
rent here if they cannot park
because our public transport is not
suitable for any professional person
with a job. It’s also apparently
unsuitable for any adult who might
have a future interest in being in a
relationship.”
Per the proposal, the project will
allow only one person per bedroom
in the units designated for co-living.
O’Toole-Roque also stressed
concern about traffic near the intersection, claiming there is a collision
in the area at least once a month.
She provided photo evidence of
three collisions at a nearby intersection – Orange Grove and Fountain
avenues – on Oct. 5, Oct. 12 and
Nov. 13.
“It is likely I know this intersection better than any of you, as do
the thousands of us who live here
and will be adversely affected for
the rest of our lives by this enormous threat to our health and safety,” O’Toole-Roque said in a public
comment email to the council.
“Please listen to those of us who
live here and care for every member of our beautifully diverse community.”
Edward Levin, principal of
Levin-Morris Architects, the project’s architectural firm, spoke in
favor of the development. The
applicant and appellant clashed on
whether the units containing the 73

.rendering courtesy of Levin-Morris Architects

The West Hollywood City Council will again consider a co-living project
proposal at a future meeting.

co-living bedrooms were singleroom occupancy units known as
SROs, or non-SROs. An SRO is a
single bedroom unit leased to a single individual, according to the law.
Levin said the units with co-living
spaces cannot be single-room occupancy units. Opponents claim they
are SROs and multiple bedrooms
are not allowed.
“Under state law, these cannot be
SROs,” Levin said. “They are
dwelling units as defined by building code. Your zoning ordinance
and building code tells you that
bedrooms that are part of a
dwelling unit can’t be sleeping
units, which is what SROs are. This
is not a matter for debate.”
Walter Schild frequents the intersection at Fairfax and Fountain
avenues. His children formerly
attended Fountain Day Elementary
and now attend West Hollywood
Elementary School.
“More certainly can be done for
traffic accidents and safety, but we
can’t have everything perfect all the
time,” Schild said, “We need new
housing and denser housing in the

CHLA volunteers hit the streets Twin robots clock in at Cedars-Sinai
Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles’ Community Impact
Champions Network volunteers
have been making the rounds as of
late, participating in beautification
projects while promoting health
and wellness.
In August, volunteers from the
CICN visited East Hollywood to
join
Los
Angeles
City
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell,
13th District, for his 73rd
“Councilmember in Your Corner.”
The event kicked off at the Barton
Avenue Median near CHLA and
included a community clean-up in
partnership with local residents,
door-to-door canvassing to connect community members with
important city services and treetrimming and maintenance performed by the city’s Urban
Forestry Division.
“CHLA not only makes a difference in children’s health care, but
also on the ground in our neighborhoods, where they take an
active role in giving back to communities across the 13th District,”
O’Farrell said. “I’m thankful for
their ongoing partnership to uplift
and help local residents.”
The CICN is composed of
approximately 350 team members
representing more than 100
departments across Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles. Through
the CICN, hospital team members
volunteer to engage in local good
neighbor programs and projects
related to food access, sustainability, environmental safety and

beautification.
Since January 2020, CICN volunteers have participated in 17
“Doing
Good
in
the
Neighborhood” clean-up events
coordinated by the Los Feliz
Neighborhood Council. Overall,
they have helped collect and
remove more than 500 pounds of
trash from the community.
The CICN partners with a variety of entities, including local
businesses, neighborhood councils and civic leaders, to give back
to the community. Since its inception two years ago, CICN volunteers have participated in more
than 100 community activities
that address food access, neighborhood safety and environmental
issues.
In 2020, Children’s Hospital
partnered
with
the
East
Hollywood
Neighborhood
Council, O’Farrell’s office and
Rick’s Produce Market to provide
free fresh produce to the East
Hollywood/Virgil Village neighborhood near the hospital.
From June 2020 to October
2021, more than 1,400 boxes –
about 35,000 pounds – of fresh
produce have been given to families and individuals facing food
insecurity since June 2020.
During the same time period, volunteers from the CICN supported
other food distribution events to
provide an additional 1,100 boxes
to the community, raising the
overall total to more than 2,500
boxes or 50,000 pounds of food.

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

Associate nursing director Melanie Barone said Moxi, Cedars-Sinai’s
new twin robots, improve work flow.

Cedars-Sinai’s newest helpers –
identical twin robots named Moxi –
zip through the hospital’s hallways
and corridors, assisting nurses by
performing simple yet time-consuming tasks such as delivering lab
samples and collecting medicine
from the pharmacy.
They can even travel to the gift
shop to pick up items for patients.
According to Cedars-Sinai officials, the robots dramatically
improve efficiency by carrying supplies, medicine and linens, and they
add energy and cheer to the units in
which they work—their heartshaped eyes light up and they make
cartoonlike beeping sounds when
they wave hello with their mechanized arms.
Nurses and others say they get a

kick out of being around the robots,
which have been introduced as a
pilot program in the neurology,
orthopaedic and surgical units.
The robots use artificial intelligence, machine learning technology and social engineering to interact with people. They can navigate
doors with their arms and store
goods in their bases, which contain
three locked drawers.
Nurses can call or securely text to
request Moxi robots through hospital-issued phones. Once a Moxi
robot receives the request, it
responds within five minutes with a
status update and an estimated time
of arrival. Within six weeks of the
initial
implementation
in
September, Moxi saved clinical
teams nearly 300 miles of walking.

city … I think the city would benefit from this.”
West Hollywood City Attorney
Lauren Langer said state law allows
five hearings to discuss the project,
and there was no mention of when
the project will be considered
again. The West Hollywood City
Council’s next meeting is scheduled on Dec. 20.
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Council gives nod to Fairfax Theater preservation
n Owner still allowed

to build housing
project at site
By edwin folven
The Los Angeles City Council on
Dec. 7 approved historic-cultural
monument status for the Fairfax
Theatre, which has remained
vacant for more than a decade on
Beverly Boulevard, just west of
Fairfax Avenue.
Preservationist Steven Luftman,
who filed the application for historic status with the city, was
pleased the City Council agreed
that the theater building is historic.
Luftman conducted extensive
research into the site and discovered the 1932 building was once at
the center of Los Angeles’ Jewish
community. Neighborhood meetings, religious services and special
events were held at the theater in
the 1930s at a time when the first
synagogues were being built in the
neighborhood, he said. Some of the
information, including old articles
about the theater published in the
B’nai B’rith Messenger, only
recently became available to the
public, Luftman added.
“When I submitted the report, I
felt pretty confident that it would go
through,” Luftman said. “But certainly, many times afterward, I
didn’t know.”
The building’s owner, B&F
Associates, has city approval to
build a 71-unit housing complex at
the site, and the entitlements last
through 2024. Despite the building
receiving historic-cultural monu-

ment status from the city, the owner
can complete the project without
further review. However, the entitlements require that the marquee and
Art Deco spire on the theater’s
facade be preserved in the housing
project.
The City Council’s approval
would be a factor if the owner
decides to build a different project
or sells the property to another
owner and they attempt to develop
the building. If that happens, an
environmental impact report would
be required, as well as a new city
planning department review. An
inquiry to attorney William Delvac,
who represents the owner, were not
answered. It is unclear when the
housing project may go forward or
what the future holds for the building.
Preservationists previously tried
in 2010 to get the theater designated
as historic, but the Los Angeles
Cultural Heritage Commission
denied the application submitted by
a group called Friends of the Fairfax
Theatre. At the time, the commission voted against the designation
based on the auditorium having
been divided, and that there was little information about the building’s
history in the application. Luftman
said the difference this time was the
new information about its history
that he uncovered through research.
“Since 2010, a lot of new information came to light,” Luftman
said. “I think the 2010 application
had a paragraph and a half about the
Jewish community’s involvement,
and my application had 18 to 20
pages (on its connections to the
Jewish community).”

Adrian Scott Fine, senior director
of advocacy for the Los Angeles
Conservancy, said the Fairfax
Theatre deserved historic-cultural
monument status. Now that it has
been approved, the building will be
added to the city’s list of monuments and information will be
available on the conservancy’s
website.
“We are very excited to see this
go through and to get this recognition for the Fairfax Theatre. It’s
been a long time coming,” Fine
said. “They uncovered a whole new
aspect of Jewish heritage in Los
Angeles and this designation sheds
some light on that.”
Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, supported
historic-cultural monument status
for the theater and said he agreed
that it is important to the history of
the neighborhood.
“The Fairfax Theater is remarkably historic. We were not able to
save it as a theater when it first
came up for development. So, in
the development agreement, 10 or
12 years ago, we had them commit
to restoring the facade of the theater
and the building so that it would be
returned to the condition it was in
when it was first built,” Koretz said.
“If the current owners of that property don’t actually move forward
with a development, which they’ve
sat on for many years, they’ll lose
their ability to develop this property. If they sell it to someone else
five years from now and they want
to develop it, they’ll find that they
can’t because it’s historically protected. People shouldn’t be under
any illusion that this necessarily

Board approves new renewable energy goals
The Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors on Dec. 7 took a significant step to meet 100% renewable
energy goals through the OurCounty
Sustainability Plan, which calls for
the county to transition all electricity
customers in unincorporated county
areas to 100% renewable energy by
2025. The supervisors’ approval of
the plan starts the process of shifting
to 100% renewable energy sources –
a process to be completed in the next
two to three years.
The Clean Power Alliance, which
provides energy from renewable
sources to residential and business
customers, was established in 2017

through a motion authored by
Supervisors Sheila Kuehl, 3rd
District, and Hilda Solis, 1st District.
It serves residents in L.A. County
unincorporated areas, as well as 30
cities including Beverly Hills and
West Hollywood.
Moving to renewable energy
sources is the single most impactful
action L.A. County can take to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
Kuehl said. The policy will eliminate
at least 6% of all greenhouse gas
emissions from unincorporated Los
Angeles County, and will make unincorporated L.A. County the largest
single jurisdiction in the United

Redistricting map approved
From page 2
the outcome. I think it’s a positive
change.”
The Hancock Park Homeowners
Association plans to hold a virtual
“meet-and-greet” with Koretz and
his staff on Jan. 13. A link to the
Zoom meeting will be available
next week at hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org.
Conrad Starr, president of the
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood
Council, said it was the council’s
preference to be located in one district, but it was split between the 5th
and 13 districts. He said the council
was already partly in the 5th
District and has relationships with
Koretz and his staff. Starr added
that representatives of the 13th
District have already reached out to
create new ties.
“As a neighborhood council, we
don’t waste any time getting to
know our electeds and bringing

their field deputies into the fold,”
Starr said. “We are very encouraged
by what we feel is going to be a
very positive and proactive relationship going forward.”
Other neighborhood representatives said they were initially concerned about the new boundaries
but remain optimistic about being
represented by new council members.
“We were disappointed because
we spent the last year building a
very strong and productive relationship with Nithya Raman’s office,”
said Robert Shore, president of the
Park
La
Brea
Residents
Association. “That being said, we
are looking forward to building the
same
relationship
with
Councilmember Koretz, and his
successor, after the next election.
That relationship has already gotten
off to a good start.”

States to implement 100% renewable energy goals.
Energy created by the Clean
Power Alliance, primarily comes
from wind and solar farms in
California, as well as geothermal and
small hydroelectric facilities. The
first customers to be offered the
default 100% renewable rate will be
residential customers who are not
part of a rate assistance plan. The
change is expected to increase electricity bills by approximately 3.5%,
or approximately $5 per month, but
customers can choose a less-green,
cheaper rate. The additional charges
cover the higher costs of 100%
renewable energy.
Charges will not rise for lowincome customers who participate in
rate assistance programs. Individual
Clean Power Alliance customers will
retain the right to opt down to lower
rates for renewable power or switch
to Southern California Edison.
SCE’s rates are expected to increase
by 20% next spring and will be higher than Clean Power Alliance’s
100% renewable rate, officials said.
“Our Clean Power Alliance,
launched just four years ago, has
been a tremendous success in delivering greener energy at competitive
prices. I’m very proud of the cleaner,
greener options it provides to customers, not to mention its long-term
benefits to the environment,” Kuehl
said. “People often look to global
summits for sweeping changes in climate policy, but the truth is, a good
deal of our climate action starts right
here at home. Moving to renewables
is the single most important thing
any county resident can do to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.”
For information on the Clean
Power Alliance, visit cleanpoweralliance.org.
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The long-vacant Fairfax Theatre has been granted historic-cultural status
by the city of Los Angeles.

saves the theater. It just gives us an
option for the future should the current developer continue not to
move forward.”
Koretz said he does not know
what the owner plans to do with the
property, but floated the idea that it
could be sold and repurposed.
Koretz said while it’s only an idea,
it’s something that should be considered.
“If it’s historically preserved, if
the interior was not gutted and
developed and we were able to
facilitate it happening, it would be
perfect for Television City, diagonally across the street, to have its
own historic theater that people
could come to for screenings,”
Koretz said. “I can’t imagine anything that would be more perfect.

They’re putting a true fortune into
updating the filming-related facilities on that property. As far as I'm
concerned, it would be the cherry
on top to have a beautifully renovated historic theater to add on to
all the history that's already present
at Television City.”
Luftman also said he hopes the
theater’s owner will re-consider
plans to develop the building into
housing. He said the property
would make a great place to show
movies again, or for use as a performing arts center.
“I think it’s still going to be a
journey,” Luftman added. “We are
committed to trying to work with
[the owner] to try to find a preservation solution, but that’s going to
be a process.”

Business council supports new
ways to address homelessness
The Los Angeles Business
Council on Dec. 6 urged government leaders to embrace a right to
housing and provide a continuum
of care by prioritizing a broader
mix of short-term and long-term
solutions that new research shows
L.A. County voters overwhelmingly support.
LABC’s call for action comes
in response to a recent public
opinion survey commissioned and
funded by the LABC Institute, in
partnership with the L.A. Times
and conducted by the polling firm
Hart
Research Associates.
Developed as an update to the
LABCI’s and L.A. Times’ 2019
homelessness survey, the latest
poll delivers new insights into
how L.A. County voters’ views
have evolved in recent years amid
a worsening humanitarian crisis.
Conducted by phone and online
from Oct. 27-Nov. 3, the LABC
survey evaluated a diverse crosssection of 906 local voters’ views
on homelessness in L.A. County
and proposed policy initiatives.
The research also included focus
groups in which voters shared personal experiences.
The survey found that homelessness remains a top concern for
L.A. County voters, with 94%
calling it a serious problem.
Approximately 79% of respondents said the issue has worsened
in the county in recent years –
two-thirds say it has worsened in
their neighborhoods – with 39%
reporting that they have considered moving away because of the
homelessness crisis.

LABC’s homelessness policy
agenda aligns with the evolving
views of a large majority of voters
surveyed. By a two-to-one margin, voters seek scalable shortterm solutions over long-term
housing policies, according to the
survey. LABC believes more
short-term solutions need to be
prioritized, along with longer term
solutions. The proposed measures
include support for adaptive reuse
efforts and greater transparency.
“There is a real disconnect
between what voters are demanding and the policies that are currently in place,” LABC President
Mary Leslie said. “Voters rightfully see homelessness as an emergency situation requiring a
response that breaks with longstanding programs and policies
that have proven ineffective.
People experiencing homelessness and the future of Los Angeles
rely on practical, commonsense
solutions and a get it done now
approach that brings a heightened
sense of urgency to solving homelessness, which voters rank as the
number one issue of our time in
LA.”
The LABC calls on leaders to
embrace right to housing measures including the city of LA’s
Right to Housing Framework,
which is striving to build 25,000
units by 2025. It also supports
increased housing production and
adaptive reuse, which allows for
the conversion of commercial
spaces into residential units.
For information, visit labusinesscouncil.org.
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Crews keep the wheels turning on subway project
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Students in the Los Angeles Community College District can ride
free on Metro buses and trains.

Metro offers free GoPass to
community college students
The Los Angeles Community
College District and the Los
Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority
launched the GoPass program on
Dec. 7 for LACCD students.
All LACCD students will be
eligible to participate in the program, which enables students to
ride free on all buses and trains
operated by Metro and participating transit agencies through
Dec. 31, 2022.
LACCD Board President
Steve
Veres,
Chancellor
Francisco Rodriguez and Metro
CEO
Stephanie
Wiggins
announced the new program.
The GoPass will allow students
to seamlessly use Metro buses
and trains and will remove a cost
barrier for low-income students,
officials said.
“This fareless transit system is
transformational for over 50% of
our students, who’ve told us they
have difficulty paying for public
transport,” Veres said. “This
effort will undoubtedly bring
improved quality of life and
peace of mind to many of our
students, allowing them to focus
on their academic success.”
Many members of the
LACCD student body come
from underrepresented communities. Approximately 68% are
from low-income backgrounds
and more than 51% live below
the poverty line. In a recent
LACCD student survey, 55% of
respondents reported housing
insecurity and 63% of students
reported food insecurity. For
those students, a fareless public
transit pass could be the difference between spending money

on food or on transit to get to
school, officials added.
“A recent study completed by
the Hope Center found that students spend one-fifth of their
total living expenses on transportation, and this is especially
true for community college students who almost exclusively
commute to campus,” Metro
CEO Stephanie N. Wiggins said.
“It is clear that students with subsidized transportation perform
better at school, allowing them to
focus on what really matters,
their education. We created the
GoPass program because we do
not want transportation to be one
of the barriers students must face
in completing their college education.”
The program was supported by
the Metro Board of Directors and
Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors, who unanimously
approved the LACCD Student
Transit Pass Pilot Program in
September, resulting in the
launch of the GoPass program.
“For years, students have told
us that transportation is a significant burden impacting their ability to attend and access our colleges,” Rodriguez said. “We can
feel proud of the work we’ve
done to bring this effort to communities who stand to benefit the
most. I am committed to working
alongside Metro to find the
resources for the GoPass because
our students need to get back to
school in order for our economy
to bounce back and recover from
the devastating impact of this
global pandemic.”
For
information,
visit
laccd.edu and metro.net.

County creates new office
to spearhead labor equity
In response to the large numbers
of Americans leaving or not returning to their jobs, Los Angeles
County Supervisors Sheila Kuehl,
3rd District, and Holly Mitchell,
2nd District, established the Office
of Labor Equity to bring together
initiatives to improve working conditions.
The Office of Labor Equity will
centralize worker protection and
enforcement efforts, beginning with
three groups: workers in private
households, including domestic
workers; personal and laundry ser-

vice workers including hairdressers,
manicurists and massage therapists;
and food service employees including fast-food workers, cooks and
food preparers.
“How can employees feel valued
if their employers put their health at
risk by failing to enforce vaccination or mask mandates, don’t pay a
minimum wage or fail to pay overtime?” Kuehl said. “Employers
need to understand the importance
of providing a high level of workplace safety, wage compliance and
flexibility to their workers.

Construction on the Purple Line
Extension subway project will be
ongoing in December at many locations along Wilshire Boulevard.
Crews are working from
Westwood to Wilshire/Western on
the new subway line. The segment
from
Wilshire/Western
to
Wilshire/La Cienega is scheduled
to open in 2024, followed by the
segment to Century City/
Constellation in 2025 and to
Westwood/VA Hospital in 2027.
The line will include seven new
subway stations. At the western end
of the project in Westwood, crews
are moving underground infrastructure and conducting piling work
that are precursors to station construction and tunneling.
Twin tunneling machines are currently making their way eastbound
from
the
Century
City/
Constellation station to the
Wilshire/La Cienega station. Work
is ongoing at the Wilshire/Rodeo
station and in staging yards near
Wilshire Boulevard and Reeves
Drive. Crews are also working
above and below ground near
Wilshire/La Cienega. Through Nov.
2022, Metro will install instrumentation atop poles along Wilshire
Boulevard to monitor impacts
caused by construction. The work
will occur from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
weekdays, and 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Saturdays. No work will be conducted on holidays.
At the future subway stations at
Wilshire/La Cienega, Wilshire/
Fairfax and Wilshire/La Brea,
crews are building appendage
structures such as entrances and
exits, passageways and utility
rooms.
The
underground
appendage work is anticipated to
continue through the third quarter
of 2022.
Lane closures will be necessary
on Wilshire Boulevard, and San
Vicente and La Cienega Boulevard

Winter Shelter
Program opens
The Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority announced on
Dec. 6 that a majority of its 2021-22
winter shelters have begun operations throughout Los Angeles
County.
The Winter Shelter Program consists of numerous temporary emergency shelters that provide a warm
place to sleep with food and access to
supportive services and housing
assistance for individuals experiencing homelessness. The program will
offer 315 beds at 11 sites through
March 2022.
The county and city of Los
Angeles provide funding to LAHSA
to administer the Winter Shelter
Program. LAHSA contracts with
nonprofit service providers to operate
emergency sheltersin different neighborhoods throughout the county.
“While many of our winter shelters never went offline in order to
provide safe places for people to
come indoors during the COVID-19
pandemic, we’re glad to bring our
full portfolio online to offer protection from the rain and cold,” LAHSA
Executive Director Heidi Marston
said.
Homeless residents seeking a bed
at a Winter Shelter Program site must
use designated shuttles. No walk-ins
are allowed. For information about
pick-up locations and times, call
LAHSA’s 24-hour hotline at
(800)548-6047.
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Crews are installing rebar that will become the foundation for the
entrance of the Wilshire/Fairfax subway station.

may be affected. A new phase of
construction is expected to begin in
January near Wilshire/La Cienega
and will last four months. North
Gale Drive will be fully closed
through at least April north of
Wilshire Boulevard. Access to
8383 Wilshire Blvd. and residential
properties in the area will be maintained
from
San
Vicente
Boulevard.
Through April 15, 2022, Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between San
Diego Way and Spaulding Avenue.
Traffic will not be impacted on
Fairfax Avenue. However, a K-rail
work zone will be in place at the
southwest corner of Wilshire
Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue to

support appendage construction
adjacent to the Wilshire/Fairfax
subway station.
Similar appendage structure construction is also ongoing through
March 31, 2022, at the Wilshire/La
Brea station’s north staging yard.
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced
to two lanes in each direction
between Orange Drive and Detroit
Street through the first quarter of
next year. Lane reductions and traffic impacts may also be in place on
La Brea Avenue.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.

Letters to the Editor
Thank you for
a wonderful
article
Re “Judge’s role is icing on the
cake,” Dec. 2 issue
I just want to thank [Aaron
Blevins] for the truly enjoyable
and flattering article you wrote. It
really captured me and my craziness, and even my friends couldn’t say enough about what an
intuitive and positive job you did
with the piece. So many commented it was as if you’d known
me for years.
I’m sure I’m not the first to tell
you how talented you are, and
I’m not saying this as a subject of
an interview, but as a professor
and mentor. You have a wonderful gift and I look forward to
reading many more enjoyable
articles, and perhaps books from
you in the future.
Norma Zager
Beverly Hills

Alleged Brown Act
violation deserves
closer look
Re “Brown Act violations

alleged,” Nov. 28 issue
I don’t think there can be hiding of anything if it’s in email
form. I suppose we could just ask
for the emails. I would like to see
them for sure.
Just because Mr. Goldstein or
Mr. Blumenfeld characterizes an
email as a “discussion,” simply
does not make it so. Both gentlemen have histories of mischaracterizing issues to engender support for a false contention.
I don’t think anyone was hiding anything. From Ms. Kaplan’s
statements, it appears those were
merely her observations on the
contract and she read them into
the record. Ms. Tryfman also
stated that and was ready to read
hers into the record as well but
was cut off, so I’m not sure who
is hiding what here.
Mr. Goldstein has contributed
in the past, but Mr. Blumenfeld is
shallow on all fronts and contributes nothing. Mr. Manaster, if
one watches past board meetings,
has quite the temper filled with
palpable ire. He ran away from
any meaningful discussion altogether by just leaving the meeting without telling anyone.
One should expect more
from/for Beverly Hills.
Sarah Gold
Beverly Hills
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Garcetti launches youth service program

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
on Dec. 6 kicked off Angeleno
Corps, a program to provide 400
young residents from areas highly
impacted by COVID-19 with
opportunities to earn a paycheck,
gain work experience and serve the
city in areas critical to recovery.
“Investing in young people is key
to our L.A. comeback,” Garcetti
said. “With the Angeleno Corps
program, we are providing young
Angelenos with a path to pursue
their career goals, and the opportunity to help their communities
recover and thrive.”
The Angeleno Corps is a 10month, intensive service, support
and education program to engage
young people in community recovery efforts in neighborhoods most
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. All participants will receive
a $1,000 monthly stipend for their
service. Corps members serve in
one of four recovery and equity priority areas: education and child
care, health equity and environmental justice, digital equity and family
immigration assistance.
The city of Los Angeles has partnered with community organizations to offer the program.
Applicants impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic who have
experienced housing insecurity, and
those enrolled at Los Angeles
Community College District campuses were given priority acceptance into the program.
Prior to the pandemic, Hire LA’s
Youth placed 20,000 young
Angelenos in year-round employment. Applications are being
accepted through January 2022. For
information and to apply, email
angelenocorps@lacity.org, or visit
lamayor.org/angelenocorps.

Mayor calls
for more
park space

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
signed an executive directive on
Dec. 6 to increase access to parks
and open space and improve tree
canopies in underserved communities.
The executive directive calls for
an independent analysis of the city’s
parks, including recommendations
to improve equity. A working group
of city department leadership, local
park experts and community members will guide the program.
The directive further mandates
increased spending on efforts to
build and restore parkland and
improve park access. City departments must develop plans to build
and restore more parks throughout
the city, particularly in areas with
few parks and public green spaces.
Employment opportunities made
possible through the directive must
prioritize youth, seniors and other
vulnerable groups through programs including Hire LA’s Youth
and LA Rise.
Communities with less access to
park space per capita have higher
rates of premature mortality from
cardiovascular disease and diabetes,
a higher prevalence of obesity and
activity-related chronic illness
among children, and greater economic hardship compared with
those with more park space per
capita, Garcetti said.
For
information,
visit
lamayor.org.
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Mayor Eric Garcetti and Councilman Curren Price, 9th District,
launched the Angeleno Corps.

Greater Miracle Mile Chamber
hosts holiday meeting, toy drive

Join the Greater Miracle Mile
Chamber of Commerce for its
holiday meeting on Thursday,
Dec. 16, from 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m., via Zoom.
Wear your favorite holiday
attire and present a special offer
for GMMCC members. A holiday raffle will be held for those
who RSVP. The chmaber is seeking donations for the Spark of
Love Toy Drive held by LAFD’s

Station 61. To make a donation,
email Chris Devlin at info@miraclemilechamber.org.
To join Zoom meeting, visit
us02web.zoom.us/j/8505509364
9?pwd=WW8ydDhlanhRdGFU
VHR3Y2FkdHFLdz09 and use
the meeting ID 850 5509 3649,
and the passcode Holiday. To
RSVP, call (323)964-5454 or
email info@miraclemilechamber.org.
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Study will examine historical segregation in WeHo
n Unearthed map

shows discrimination
against Black residents
By Brynn MecheM
West Hollywood is taking the
first steps toward the creation of a
reparations program to give restitution to residents who have historically been negatively affected by
discriminatory policies.
The City Council on Monday
approved a motion to start a request
for proposals process for a historical
context study that would evaluate
the city’s policies and the potential
establishment of a community reparations program.
Prior to 1984, West Hollywood
was an unincorporated section of
Los Angeles County. According to a
staff report, many portions of the
county had policies and laws in
place that were designed to uphold
discriminatory practices to segregate Black residents and other residents of color and to reinforce racial
and class bias in home ownership.
Council members hope the study
will help guide a framework for a
reparations program as well as
future decisions to improve city
home ownership opportunities.
“Whatever we do will not adequately address compounded generations of racism and discrimination
and exclusion, but hopefully we can
do something meaningful that creates inclusion, creates more opportunity, attempts at equity, and educates all of us,” Councilwoman
Lindsey Horvath said.

One of the most documented
forms of discrimination in the
1930s was a policy of redlining in
which the Home Owners Loan
Corp., under the Federal Housing
Administration, created a grading
system to assess the desirability of
residential communities. Areas
labeled green were the most
desired, while areas labeled red
were considered “hazardous.”
Key factors that influenced the
grades were race and class, and
communities that had a large Black,
Native American or Mexican
American population typically
received lower grades, according to
the staff report.
Areas that were redlined were
often denied mortgages and loans
regardless of a resident’s qualifications, making property ownership
more difficult. According to a 1939
HOLC map, most of what would
eventually
become
West
Hollywood is colored yellow,
meaning “in decline.”
Additionally, restrictive deeds on
real estate contracts in certain areas
stipulated that the sale of property
to non-white individuals was prohibited, which Councilman John
D’Amico said can still be seen on
the city’s deed records today.
“The deed restriction on our
house says if you’re brown or
Black you have to leave the city,”
he said. “You cannot spend the
night. You cannot live in that place.
It’s horrible.”
Many experts argue that much of
the wealth inequality that exists in
the U.S. is driven by inequality in
the real estate market and housing

policies through the generations that
have kept individuals from generating equity and building wealth,
according to the staff report.
The reparations study would
examine the historical context of
racial segregation and discriminatory policies in the city to guide a
potential reparations program.
Future reparations could take the
form of financial compensation,
new land use policies and home
ownership loans, which resident
Jordan David said is necessary to
effectively address the issue.
“We need to look at reparations
holistically,” David said. “No
amount of reparations can cover the
systemic damage. Reparations
must include aspects of housing,
labor, education, access to credit
and reversing criminalization.”
About $70,000 to $100,000 from
the city’s general fund budget
would be set aside for the study,
and although Mayor Lauren
Meister was in favor of enacting
new policies, she said there was a
way to make change without paying for a study while the city is
experiencing a budget deficit.
She suggested evaluating the
city’s land use policies to be more
inclusive, granting no- or low-cost
loans to Black residents to help
achieve home ownership and
developing a program to encourage
minority-owned business.
“I really want to be thoughtful
about this, and while I understand
and appreciate the intentions of this
report, I think that there’s a better
way and a more fiscally responsible
way to get where we want to go,”

photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

According to a 1939 map, much of the city was graded “in decline,” making it difficult for homeowners to receive loans and mortgages.

Meister said.
Meister, who also serves on the
Southern California Association of
Governments, said the organization
has done “extensive research” that
shows reparations are most effectively handled by federal governments. Resident Keith Kaplan
agreed, stating the city should not
fund the study.
He said that reparations should
be left to the federal government
and the motion was a way for council members to “say they were first”
in establishing such a program.
“They’re using our city has a testing ground for these new ordinances with no consideration for
our businesses,” Kaplan said.
“They want to be first and enact
their vision for establishing their
political legacies whether or not it
hurts their constituencies.”
Similar programs have been

enacted throughout the U.S.,
including a $10 million program in
Evanston, Illinois, and a $2.1 million program in Asheville, North
Carolina.
The H.R. 40 bill, awaiting a vote
from the House of Representatives,
would establish a federal commission to study the legacy of slavery
in the U.S. and develop proposals
for redress, including reparations.
D’Amico said that the city has
been supportive of H.R. 40 since its
introduction in 2014, and it can
now prioritize funding to support
similar actions at a local level.
“We’re going to spend money on
a pet memorial. We spend $2 million on Pride. We can find a way to
do this – of course we can and of
course we need to,” he said.
The motion was approved unanimously. City staff will provide a timeline at the council’s Jan. 18 meeting.
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Historic theater photographs donated to library

Photographer Ed Krieger captured hundreds of L.A. theater productions over the course of 40 years
before his death on Dec. 16, 2020.
The Fountain Theatre has
arranged for his large collection of
photos, negatives, slides and digital
files to be permanently housed at
the Central Library in downtown
Los Angeles, where it will be
archived as part of the library’s
Photography Special Collections.
For decades, through the lens of
his camera, Krieger chronicled the
production history of local stages.
His production stills captured the
essence of live performance at

venues including the Fountain
Theatre, Skylight Theatre, Ford
Amphitheatre and Hollywood
Bowl, among many others. “The
Los Angeles Public Library is honored to be chosen as the custodian
of Ed Krieger’s photographic
archive documenting almost 40
years of local theater,” said senior
librarian Christina Rice, who manages LAPL’s photo collections.
“This collection will be an incredible supplement to our theater photos from the Herald Examiner
newspaper image archive, and
builds on the incredible wealth of
materials in our Literature and

Academy appoints members to
Science and Technology Council
The Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences announced on
Dec. 7 that David Pierce, Andy
Serkis and Jeffrey White have
joined the academy’s Science and
Technology Council, bringing the
council’s 2021–22 membership to
25.
Pierce is an archivist and film historian. As assistant chief and chief
operations officer of the National
Audio-Visual Conservation Center
at the Library of Congress, Pierce is
responsible for the acquisition, conservation, documentation and digitization of the world’s largest public
archives of motion pictures, television, radio and recorded sound. He
is the author of “The Survival of
American Silent Feature Films:
1912–1929” and co-author, with
James Layton, of “The Dawn of
Technicolor, 1915-1935” and “King
of Jazz: Paul Whiteman’s
Technicolor Revue.” He founded
the Media History Digital Library,
and his articles have appeared in
American Film, Film Comment and
American Cinematographer. Pierce
has been an academy member-atlarge since 2019.
Serkis is an award-winning actor
known for his roles in “The Lord of
the Rings” trilogy, “King Kong,”
the “Planet of the Apes” trilogy,
“Star Wars: The Force Awakens”
and “Star Wars: The Last Jedi.” His
feature film directing credits
include “Breathe,” “Mowgli:
Legend of the Jungle” and “Venom:
Let There Be Carnage.” Serkis is
the co-founder, alongside producer
Jonathan Cavendish, of the
Imaginarium, a multi-platform production company linked to a perfor-

mance capture studio and focused
on next-generation storytelling.
Serkis has been a member of the
academy’s actors branch since
2012.
White is a feature and television
producer specializing in independent film and visual effects.
Currently an executive producer
consulting with Drafthouse Films,
he has worked in the feature production department of Warner Bros.
and held roles as vice president of
production and producer for
Winkler/Daniel Productions at
Paramount Pictures, as well as president and executive producer at
Pellerin Multimedia Inc. White has
produced independent features
including “Manhood” and “Tale of
the Mummy” and was a visual
effects producer for “Sideways,”
“Elizabethtown,”
“Collateral
Damage” and “Holes.” He has been
a member of the academy’s producers branch since 1982.
The council co-chairs for 2021–
22 are visual effects branch governor Craig Barron and member-atlarge Annie Chang. The other
returning members are Bill
Baggelaar, Linda Borgeson, visual
effects branch governor Brooke
Breton, Lois Burwell, makeup
artists and hairstylists branch governor Bill Corso, sound branch governor Teri E. Dorman, Theo Gluck,
Buzz Hays, Greg Hedgepath, Leslie
Iwerks, Andrea Kalas, Colette
Mullenhoff, Ujwal Nirgudkar,
Helena Packer, Arjun Ramamurthy,
Rachel Rose, Dave Schnuelle, Leon
Silverman, Jeffrey E. Taylor and
Amy Vincent.
For information, visit oscars.org.

‘The Band’s Visit’ brings
Broadway to Hollywood
Broadway in Hollywood presents the 10-time Tony Award-winning Best Musical “The Band’s
Visit,” featuring music and lyrics
by David Yazbek, running through
Dec. 19 at the Dolby Theatre.
Israeli film actor Sasson Gabay
stars as Tewfiq, a role he created in
the 2007 film. In a delightful story
set in a town that’s far off the beaten path, a band of musicians
becomes lost and arrives out of the
blue. The band brings the town to
life in unexpected and tantalizing
ways, showing even the briefest
visit can stay with people forever.
“The Band’s Visit” is one of four
musicals in Broadway history to
win the unofficial “big six” Tony

Awards, including Best Musical,
Best Book, Best Score, Best Actor
in a Musical, Best Actress in a
Musical and Best Direction of a
Musical.
Broadway
in
Hollywood
requires ticketholders to wear
masks and be fully vaccinated
against COVID-19. The show is
suitable for audience members 12
and older.
Showtimes are 8 p.m., Tuesday
through Friday; 2 and 8 p.m.,
Saturday; and 1 and 6:30 p.m.,
Sunday. Tickets start at $30 and can
be purchased at the Dolby Theatre
box office, 6801 Hollywood Blvd.,
by calling (800)982-2782, or visiting ticketmaster.com.

Fiction Department, which chronicles Los Angeles theater productions from the late 19th century to
the present. We’re excited to be a
go-to source for local theater
research.”
“We thank the Los Angeles Public
Library for archiving our father's
work,” Krieger’s children, Will
Krieger and Courtnay Krieger, said
in a statement. “We are happy to
know that his photography will be
preserved for the future and shared
with others.”
The Central Library is located at
630 W. Fifth St. For information,
call (213)228-7000, or visit lapl.org.

photo courtesy of the Fountain Theatre

L.A. Public Library senior librarian Christina Rice, left, and archivist Wendy
Horowitz transferred 15 boxes of the late Ed Krieger’s photographs, negatives and slides from the Fountain Theatre to the Central Library.
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Fashion suits this entrepreneur
n Rebecca King-Crews

creates line of power
suits for women
By Brynn MecheM
When Beverly Hills resident
Rebecca King-Crews was growing
up, she used to love watching her
mother get dressed for work.
Her mother, Anna Mae Parks,
worked in the financial services
industry and cherished wearing
power suits. Parks would pair her
tailored jackets with colorful silk
blouses and pointy-toe pumps to
make each business suit her own.
“She was a woman in a man’s
world, but she still wanted to look
fabulous,” King-Crews said. “She
had a closet to die for that I raided
all the time.”
Two years ago, when KingCrews was preparing for her 30th
wedding anniversary with actor
Terry Crews, she decided she wanted to take a page from her mother’s
book and wear a white suit.
However, she couldn’t find a
designer that made one.
So, she pieced together an outfit
with garments from three different
designers, checking to make sure
they were all the same shade of white.
“I was just so frustrated because
the designers would have the jackets and not the matching pants,”
King-Crews said. “Or other brands
would have full suits but they’re
really bright, loud colors and it wasn’t anything very conservative.”
After that experience, she commissioned six suits in neutral colors

and wore them throughout the 2019
awards season at events such as the
Golden Globes and People’s
Choice Awards. While on the red
carpet, the suits received a lot of
attention from actresses who wanted a similar design.
“I had so many actresses asking
me, ‘Where did you get that suit? I
want one.’ I had to tell them, ‘You
can’t buy these. I had these made. I
designed them. This is my collection,’’’ King-Crews said.

“There’s
something about a
boss suit that just
makes you feel
like you can
conquer the
world.”
- Rebecca King-Crews
The suits were not King-Crews’
first foray into designing her own
fashionwear. For her 20th anniversary, King-Crews purchased a $99
dress from David’s Bridal and
beading supplies from the Fashion
District.
For 56 hours, she hand-sewed
crystals, pearls and lace onto the
dress to create a crusted jewel
bodice.
“It was like macaroni art, but it
was amazing,” she said. “I was
shocked myself with how fabulous
it looked and at the event people

Awards honor Korean media efforts
The Korean Cultural Center Los
Angeles and the Korea Creative
Content Agency partnered to host
the 16th annual Dari Award
Ceremony on Dec. 8.
The Dari Award is provided by
the Korean government’s Ministry
of Culture, Sports and Tourism.
“Dari” is the Korean word for
bridge. Since its inception in 2005,
the awards honor entertainment
executives and companies for outstanding contributions in advancing
creative content of Korea within the
U.S. market.
“This year marks the 16th Dari
Awards, which is now widely recognized as the annual ceremony
that celebrates companies that have
helped bridge business and culture
of the United States and Korea,”
KCCLA director Wijin Park said.
“The Dari Awards will foster appreciation of Korean culture and creative content, while continuing to
nurture closer business ties between
the two countries.”
This year’s Person of the Year is
Craig Plestis, the CEO of Smart
Dog Media, for his achievment in
introducing Korean TV formats
such as “The Masked Singer,” “The
Masked Dancer,” “I Can See Your
Voice” and “Celebrity Showoff” to
a U.S. audience.

KOCOWA was named Business
of the Year for being one of the
largest video streaming platforms
for Korean TV programs and K-pop
music
in
North America.
KOCOWA has built strong partnerships with major media companies,
including Google, Roku, Comcast
and Viki to offer more than 17,000
hours of Korean content to a U.S.
audience.
“In the year 2021, Korean cultural content such as K-pop, K-drama,
K-film and K-food have continued
to have a major impact on the North
American market, in terms of revenues and user numbers,” KOCCA
USA director Sungho Ju said.
“We expect to see a continuous
expansion of Korean creative content across all genres of entertainment.
The award ceremony was held at
the Korea Center and included a
banquet and networking event.
Past recipients of the Dari
Awards include film producers Roy
Lee and Lorenzo di Bonaventura,
music executive Scooter Braun,
showrunner David Shore and companies such as Fox, ABC,
Telemundo, Netflix, the Los
Angeles Times, YouTube and CJ
Entertainment.
For information, visit kccla.org.

photo courtesy of KCCLA

The Dari Awards individuals and business that have brought Korean
media to the U.S. market.

were asking me where I got it and
next thing I knew, I had people asking me to make them a dress.”
Though King-Crews did not
attend fashion school, it has been a
lifelong dream to launch her own
fashion line. She thought a line of
suits designed by a woman for
women was a way to make that
dream a reality.
“The line was just born out of a
desire to meet a need that I didn’t
see in the marketplace at the time
for a customer like me,” KingCrews said.
For two years, King-Crews began
envisioning what her line would
like: suits shaped for a woman’s
body crafted with fabric that has
stretch for comfort. However, she
couldn’t find a suit maker willing to
create a women’s line.
“I said, ‘What’s the big dif?
Cinch the waist and make the hip
bigger, it’s no big deal,’” she said.
Finally, King-Crews found a tailor who was willing to do it, and
when it came time to launch The
Rebecca
Crews
Women’s
Collection, King-Crews had one
store in mind: Beverly Hills Saks
Fifth Avenue, of which she is a regular customer.
The line launches with a pop-up
at the store today and will be available through Dec. 16, and will feature tailored suits, outerwear items,
handbags and flat shoes. All the
items come in black, white and
cream, and King-Crews also created eight shades of red lipstick to
pair with the line.
“I feel the collection brings an
element of sophistication. We all

photo courtesy of Piper Ferguson

Rebecca King-Crews is launching a line of women’s suits with a pop-up
at Beverly Hills Saks Fifth Avenue today through Dec. 16.

love a good power suit,” she said.
“What I hope people get from the
collection is a sense of owning their
own life, owning their own businesses, owning their relationships.
There’s something about a boss suit
that just makes you feel like you
can conquer the world.”
One of the blouses, a ’70sinspired shirt with a pointy collar, is
named the Anna May in honor of
King-Crews’ mother, who opened
her own boutique after retiring
from the financial services industry.

Parks will be at the launch of
King-Crews’ new line, and KingCrews said she can’t wait to show
her mother the products.
“I’m so thrilled for her to see this
because this is her dream. This is
the fulfillment of her dream
because she always loved fashion,”
she said. “I’m very thankful for her
and proud of her and I want to
honor her with this business. I hope
that she sees that what she put in me
is bearing more fruit to another
generation.”
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Sustainability projects honored

The Los Angeles Chapter of the
U.S. Green Building Council held
its 17th Annual Green Gala on
Dec. 8, celebrating individuals
and businesses who work to make
Los Angeles more sustainable.
At the gala, Sustainable
Innovation Awards, which affirm a
project’s commitment to a sustainably-built environment are handed
out. They recognize built or unbuilt
projects that reflect the chapter’s
emphasis on energy and water savings, air quality, waste, community
engagement, equity and education.
The two Projects of the Year
awards were given to Billie Jean
King Main Library in Long Beach
and the Earvin “Magic” Johnson
Park in South Los Angeles. Eight
more exceptional individual projects, plus a portfolio of projects
were also awarded.
The Billie Jean King Main
Library is a sustainable, timber
structure that encourages the use
of public transportation, bicycling
and walking for access.
The Earvin “Magic” Johnson
Park converted a brownfield site
into a 120-acre recreation hub that

features a community events center, a storm water recycling system,
a methane mitigation and monitoring system and a lakeside trail.
USGBC-LA also recognized
community leaders, including Fifth
Wall, Hudson Pacific, L.A. County
Parks and Recreation and Theodore
Payne Foundation. The 3rd annual
Kevin Devine Award was presented
to Neal Perkey of Transwestern
Commercial Services.
“We are thrilled to physically
come together with our community again after two long years to
celebrate the people and projects
who help create a more sustainable region for all here in Southern
California,” executive director
Ben Stapleton said. “During this
time, the world has shifted to further recognize the power of place
in addressing issues around equity,
occupant health and climate justice. Our two Projects of the Year
exemplify that balance by providing healthy, and really necessary
spaces for entire communities to
gather while being connected to
and learning more about our natural environment.”

photo courtesy of AHBE/MIG

Community members gather at Earvin “Magic” Johnson Park, which
was awarded Project of the Year.

Raman requests report on health of horses

Councilmember Nithya Raman,
4th District, introduced a motion on
Dec. 7 requesting a report on the
health and wellbeing of horses at
the Griffith Park Pony Ride facility.
Co-presented by Councilmember
Paul Koretz, 5th District, the
motion comes after recent concerns
brought forth from animal rights
groups and community members.
The Department of Recreation
and Parks has moved to hire a thirdparty equestrian expert to review
and report on the operation’s poli-

cies and practices to ensure the
horses are being well cared for.
Raman’s motion requests the
department report back to council
on the assessment and make recommendations based on the findings.
“In the past few months, my
office has received numerous concerns from the community regarding the potential mistreatment of
the horses at the Griffith Park Pony
Rides – concerns that we take very
seriously,” Raman said. “It is critical that we do our due diligence to

assess the situation and make
appropriate changes.”
The report includes benchmarking research on how comparable
cities deal with the use of horses for
entertainment. Raman’s motion further requests the Department of
Animal Services to report back to
council within 45 days on their current inspection process and provide
recommendations for improvements to the inspections to ensure
the health and well-being of the
horses at Griffith Park.

Sen. Ben Allen hosts holiday donation drive

Sen. Ben Allen (D-Santa
Monica), in partnership with local
nonprofits, is hosting a drive-thru
donation drive on Dec. 16.
In partnership with Momentum
Pediatric Therapy Network, Los
Angeles LGBT Center and
Community’s Child, the donation
will be held from 5-7 p.m. at Santa

Monica High School.
The drive will collect toiletries,
new clothes and toys to be delivered to local families in need.
Those who can’t attend the
donation drive-thru may still drop
items off at several L.A. County
locations through Dec. 15. The
locations include the Brentwood

Branch Library at 11820 San
Vicente Blvd., Arnold Elementary
School at 4100 W. 227th St., El
Segundo Chamber at 427 Main St.,
All Seasons Brewing at 800 S. La
Brea Ave. and all Santa Monica
Library branches.
For information, call (310)3186994.

Government officials host clothing drive
Assemblymember
Richard
Bloom, 50th District, in partnership
with
Los
Angeles
City
Councilwoman Nithya Raman, 4th
District, are hosting a winter clothing drive.
The drive will benefit youth
experiencing homelessness at the
nonprofit My Friend’s Place.
The drive, which runs through
Dec. 17, is collecting gently used

and laundered clothing, such as
sweatpants and sweatshirts, adult
sizes medium through XXL. Other
requested items include umbrellas,
ponchos, rain jackets, beanies,
gloves and other casual clothing
items.
All donations are welcome, but
the greatest need is for clothing
items sizes extra large and up.
Donations can be dropped off at

Bloom’s office at 2800 28th St.,
Suite 105, between 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
Donations can be dropped at
Raman’s office at 6501 Fountain
Ave. from 9 a.m. to noon on
Wednesdays and Thursdays.
For information or to schedule a
drop-off, contact Aditi Shakkarwar
at aditi.shakkarwar@asm.ca.gov or
by calling (310)450-0041.

Holiday Feast

Pre-Order Your
Bourbon & Brown Sugar Honey
Glazed Ham with Pineapple Chutney
Or Roasted Turkey
and all the Trimmings
Dine-In or Carry Out
Large Ham or Turkey (serves 8-10pp)
$265.00++ Includes 2 Pies
Small Ham or Turkey (serves 4-6pp)
$195.00++ Includes 1 Pie
Plated Dinner $29.95+
Child’s Plate $17.95 (3-11yrs)
Dinner includes:
home-made pumpkin soup,
honey glaszed carrotts, homemade stufﬁng,
green beans amandine, mashed potatoes,
sweet potatoes with marshmellows, c
ranberry sauce, dinner rolls and
Du-Par’s Fruit Pie

PRE-ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY PIES TODAY
Cherry, Blueberry, Pumpkin, Peach,
Boysenberry, Apple, Raspberry and Pecan
6333 W. 3rd St.
at the
Farmers Market

order online: dupars.net/Store/

(323) 933-8446
(323) 933-8447

$15.95 each

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

Open Christmas Day & New Year’s Day
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Ocean Prime
Beverly Hills
Before seeing “Love Actually
Live” at The Wallis Annenberg
Center for the Performing Arts,
enjoy brunch or dinner at Ocean
Prime Beverly Hills and purchase
gift cards for the holidays. Through
Dec. 30, every guest who purchases
a $100 gift card will receive a $25
bonus card. Gift cards may be
redeemed at any Cameron Mitchell
Restaurant. 9595 Wilshire Blvd.,
(310)859-4818.

Feast of the Seven
Fishes
L’antica Pizzeria da Michele honors its Italian roots with a new
themed pasta that captures the
essence of the cherished Christmastime Feast of the Seven Fishes.
Available throughout the month of
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December, a spicy arrabbiata di
mare pasta featuring branzino, scallops, calamari, shrimp, clams and
mussels will be offered for $35. In
the spirit of giving back, the restaurant will donate $10 of each special
pasta sold to A Place Called Home,
a nonprofit that aims to empower
the youth in South Central Los
Angeles. 1534 N. McCadden Place,
(323)366-2408.

Toys for Tacos at
Trejo’s
Sponsored by The Everest
Foundation and in partnership with
Los Angeles County Supervisor
Hilda Solis, Trejo’s Tacos and
Trejo’s Coffee & Donuts is hosting
a toy drive. Drop off new and
unwrapped toys at locations before
Dec. 14, and as a thank you, receive
a free taco or doughnut. Actor
Danny Trejo and Solis will host a
toy distribution event on Dec. 15 at

Order
Now
for the
Holidays
Prime Rib
All Natural, Hormone & Antibiotic Free
“The Best Prime Rib You’ll Ever Eat”

Harrison Elementary School from
10-11:30 a.m. Trejo’s locations are
6785 Santa Monica Blvd.,
(323)462-4600, 1556 Cahuenga
Blvd., (323)461-8226, 1048 S. La
Brea Ave., (323)938-8226 and 6333
W. 3rd St., (323)452-9088.

’Tis The Season at
Pink Taco on Sunset
The restaurant is collecting
unwrapped toys for Toys for Tots.
Bring toy to Pink Taco by Dec. 15.
8225 Sunset Blvd., (323)3807474.

The Dolly Llama
Winter Wonder
Spread some holiday cheer with
the limited-time holiday creation the
Winter Wonder. The dessert, made
with mint n' chip ice cream, is decorated with chocolate sauce, holiday
sprinkles, whipped cream and a
marshmallow snowman wearing a
sour candy scarf. The special holiday dessert is available at all locations through Dec. 31. Order a
scoop in a cup, in a bubble waffle or

Celebrate National Pastry Day

Get into the holiday spirit and celebrate National Pastry Day today
with Pitchoun’ at Beverly Center. The French bakery is featuring kouglof, a brioche pastry made with raisins and rum, throughout December.
It is topped with almonds and powdered sugar. Kouglof, also known as
gugelhupf, is traditionally baked in the distinctive circular bundt mold.
All of Pitchoun’s products are hand-made daily on site using fresh fruit
and produce from local farms. All ingredients are organic and free from
GMOs and preservatives. 8500 Beverly Blvd., (323)381-5328 and 545
S. Olive St., (213)689-3240.

Chocolate Pecan Pie
Holiday Pie Menu
Pumpkin
Pecan
Mincemeat
Cinnamon Apple
Raspberry
Strawberry Cream

Colorado
Leg of Lamb
Bone-in or Butterflied

Tomahawk Steaks • Filet Mignon
Crown Roast of Pork • Ham, Turkey
6333 W. Third St.
In The Original
Farmers Market

323.938.5131
marcondas.com

Open M-F
6:30 am- 7:30 pm
Sat. & Sun
6 am- 7:30pm
Hours subject to
change

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax • (323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447
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S. Spring St. (213)283-8615 and
273 S. Western Ave. (213)9085353.

New Years at The
Godfrey
The new art-centric hotel The
Godfrey Hotel Hollywood opened
its doors and is welcoming
Angelenos to ring in 2022 on its
expansive rooftop or at its signature
indoor and outdoor restaurant ALK.
IO Rooftop is the largest rooftop in
Hollywood with two bars, a pool
and sweeping views across the
Hollywood Hills. A DJ will spin
from 9 p.m. until 2 a.m., and both
events will have a black and gold
theme. A champagne toast, specialty
menus and room packages will
be offered. 1400 Cahuenga Blvd.,
(323)762-1000.

California with a
French flair
The intimate seating on the
rooftop at The Terrace offers
sweeping views from the
Hollywood Hills to Downtown Los

Angeles. Breakfast service at the
Thompson Hollywood hotel is
from 7-11 a.m., and lunch is served
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The all-day
cocktail program offers freshlycrafted drinks, and an extensive
rosé selection pairs nicely with the
Thompson breakfast toast topped
with soft scrambled eggs, gruyere
cheese and chives. The Terrace’s
lunch menu features sister restaurant, Bar Lis favorites, such as griddled country bread with fresh ricotta, black pepper and honey, and
Salade Niçoise with blue fin tuna,
haricots verts and soft-cooked egg.
1541 Wilcox Ave., (323)465-1234.

Breakfast with
Santa at Terranea
Santa will journey from the
North Pole for a coastal holiday
breakfast at Terranea on Dec. 18.
Enjoy bakery items, pancakes, hash
browns, applewood bacon and
sausage. Visit Mrs. Claus’ egg
kitchen and the “Red Nose Fueling
Station” filled with favorite holiday
drinks. The “Little Elf’s Decorating
Bend” includes festive crafts and
photo opportunities with Santa.
Seating times are offered at 9, 9:30,

Order Holiday
Poultry Now

10 and 10:30 a.m. The holiday
breakfast is $65 for adults and $25
for children ages 5-12. The meal is
$15 for children ages 2-4. Terranea
invites guests to participate in a
variety of giveback initiatives and
experiences during their coastal
escape, including a donation to
Toys for Tots. 100 Terranea Way,
(310)494-7891.

Du-par’s Pancakes
with Santa
Bring the kids to Du-par’s Dec.
11, 18 and 25 and enjoy a kid’s pancake breakfast of one pancake any
style, one egg, bacon or sausage, a
visit with Santa and party favors for
$13.95. (Kids price only.) Kids will
enjoy making holiday crafts while
listening to holiday music and waiting for Santa’s grand entrance at 11
a.m. and at 1 p.m. Kids and parents
alike can savor Du-par’s frothy hot
chocolate, delicious pastries or a
hearty, adult-sized breakfast (additional charge). If you’re looking for
a take-home holiday feast, be sure to
enquire with Frances about Dupar’s holiday ham or turkey meals
for up to 10 people. 6333 W. 3rd St.,
Farmers Market. (323)933-8446.

12 Cocktails of Christmas at The Wayfarer
Jingle all the way to The Wayfarer DTLA for an exclusive cocktail
menu featuring 12 festive cocktails that include “Grinch Don’t Kill My
Vibe” and “8 Crazy Nights.” The special seasonal menu is available at
Lilly Rose every Wednesday through Sunday in December from 7 p.m.
to close. Reservations are recommended. 813 S. Flower St., (213)2854400.

Order Now for the Holidays!
Prime Rib, Crown Roast of Pork,
Whole Filet Mignon, Lamb Racks
Kruse Whole or Half Hams,
Kurobuta Berkshire Pork, Suckling Pigs,
Certified Akaushi Beef

BEST SELECTION OF TURKEYS
H Free Range & Organic Turkeys,
Diestel, Shelton, GoldenHarvest
H Pheasant, Geese, Duck, Quail, Squab, Capons,
Rabbit, Organic Eggs, Quail Eggs, Egg Nog

At the Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St. #216
(323) 936-8158
farmersmarketpoultry.com

USDA Dry Aged Beef
Cut to order - Tomahawk Bone-in Ribeye • Porterhouse
T-Bone • Bone-in New York • Bone-in Ribeye
Harris Ranch All Natural Prime Beef • Colorado Lamb
Japanese Wagyu Beef

At the Original Farmers Market • 6333 W. 3rd St. #350
(323) 938-5383 • huntingtonmeats.com
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Viva la VIDA Modern Taqueria
By Jill Weinlein

With the brisk winter weather,
I’ve been enjoying December dinner and sunsets at the beach. A
new taqueria recently opened in
the South Bay by locals Justin
Essman and Mickey Mance in
Riviera Village in Redondo Beach.
VIDA Modern Taqueria, the
duo’s new Baja-inspired restaurant, officially opened in October,
serving an elevated interpretation
of traditional Mexican street food
classics.
Outside dining offers a haven
for patrons and their pets, and
garage-style doors give way to a
contemporary and airy coastal dining room that makes one feel as if
they just stepped off the Baja
beaches. The long bar features
splashes of blue along a painted
brick wall, adding a pop of tropical
color to the room.
Looking over the playful cocktail list, I chose the “Poquito Mas,”
made with tequila blanco, pineapple, a house made dill and cherimoya syrup, and lemon juice. My

husband ordered a King Harbor
Redondo special Mexican lager,
just one of the many authentic
offerings, which also includes
small batch sangrias and three flavorful Micheladas.
We ordered our drinks to enjoy
with a bowl of creamy guacamole
served with homemade tortilla
chips flavored with a Tajín sprinkle while we selected our other
dishes.
The VIDA menu features a variety of tacos and ceviches, and a
diverse range of appetizers, salads,
bowls and entrees.
A favorite was “esquite,” or
roasted corn that has been shaved
off the cob. The flavorful corn was
mixed with a pleasing chipotle
sauce, cotija cheese, tart lime
crema, sprigs of earthy cilantro
and diced avocado.
The delicious “South of the
Border” chimichanga is stuffed
with shredded chicken, a dash of
chipotle sauce and refried beans. It
was cut at an angle and presented
on a spread of avocado salsa and
lime crema.

VIDA offers 16 types of tacos,
so we ordered a few from each of
the four categories, including turf,
surf, veggies and tacos por vida. A
unique carnitas made with cinnamon-braised succulent pork was
enhanced with apricot habanero
salsa and pickled cabbage. An
asada taco is marinated in beer,
and the marinated al pastor pork
taco is served with grilled pineapple and pico de gallo.
The surf section offers a tempura battered Alaskan wild cod
topped with lime crema and shredded cabbage. Vegetarians will
want to order the savory roasted
mushroom taco topped with guacamole, as well as the crispy tempura nopales with shredded cabbage, pico de gallo and a spicy
prickly pear glaze.
For adventurous diners, the
tacos por vida section features
exquisite ingredients, including
New York Strip, tempura lobster
and grilled octopus.
In addition to tacos, VIDA
offers Baja classics, including a
citrus-marinated chicken that is

photo by Jill Weinlein

VIDA Modern Taqueria offers 16 types of tacos to suit every palate.

served with an orange mole sauce,
toasted almonds and pepitas.
Sopes are made with a flank steak
asada, refried beans and queso
fresco.
Those looking for a Mexicanstyle bowl can choose a surf bowl
filled with either tomatillo cilantro
rice or cauliflower rice and top it
with grilled snapper, scallops or
shrimp. It is served with black
beans, iceberg lettuce, cabbage,
avocado, red onion and an appealing Mexican-style dressing.

Desserts include a horchata
panna cotta topped with a strawberry glaze and puffed forbidden
rice crown, and fried churros
served with a Mexican vanilla
bean ice cream.
VIDA offers an elevated south
of the border dining experience
near the beach in the South Bay.
It’s open seven days a week for
lunch and dinner starting at 11:30
a.m.
$$ 1723 S. Catalina Ave.,
Redondo Beach. (310)430-7787.

Holiday
Crafts
Holiday
Music

Tea Party

Visit with
Santa
11am &
1 pm!

Ho!
Ho !
Ho!

Dec. 11, 18, 25

❅ $13.95 ❅

Ho!
Ho !
Ho!

Includes 1 pancake
1egg, sausage or bacon
visit with Santa
& favors!

ises !
p
r
Su ki ds
for

Peanut Butter & Jelly Triangles
Assorted Mini Sandwiches
Ham & Cheese, Chicken Salad,
Smoked Salmon upon request ($2 extra)
Mini Muffins & Donuts
Fresh Fruit Skewers
Tea & Apple Juice

2 for $22
$2 extra
for adults
Dine-in
Served
2-4 pm
Take out
order 2 days
in advance

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

First
Come
First
Served

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446
(323) 933-8447

Order Direct or from
Chow Now • Postmates
DoorDash • Uber Eats

Open M-F
6:30 am- 7:30 pm
Sat. & Sun
In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
6 am- 7:30pm
(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447
Hours subject to
email Frances@dupars-psr.com for details!
change
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Holidays come to
Beverly Hills hotels
Santa will soon touch down in
Beverly Hills and some of the
city’s luxury hotels are going all
out to prepare for his arrival.
From festive décor to seasonal
menus, The Beverly Hilton and
The Peninsula Beverly Hills are
offering new holiday experiences
for guests and locals alike.
Guests of the Beverly Hilton
can take in the jolly views of
Beverly Hills and shop on the festively-lit Rodeo Drive. In addition
to family-friendly packages in
partnership with Disney and
newly-renovated suites, guests
can enjoy Christmas brunch and
dinner at the hotel’s poolside
restaurant, CIRCA 55.
Bruch is offered from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. and will feature carving
stations, seafood selections, freshbaked goods and an expansive
breakfast buffet. Christmas dinner
is available from 3-5 p.m. and
will feature seasonal soups and
salads, a seafood display and a
carving station. The meal is $80
per adult and $35 for children.
In partnership with McQueen
Flowers, join The Peninsula
Beverly Hills on Dec. 15 for a

holiday wreath arranging class
and an in-house mixologist to create one-of-a-kind holiday cocktails. The event runs from 6-8
p.m. and is $175 per person.
From 6-7 p.m. on Dec. 17-24,
holiday carolers will sing traditional classics on the hotel’s front
drive. From 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
on Dec. 19, guests will experience
a festive spin on Belvedere’s traditional brunch as a live holiday
jazz band will play throughout the
meal.
The Belvedere will also feature
a pre-fixe menu and free-flowing
champagne on Christmas Eve and
Christmas day.
Throughout the month, guests
can also try the hotel’s “Taste the
Season” cocktail menu, which
includes a candy cane martini,
season’s punch, mulled wine and
hot buttered rum.
On Christmas Eve, families can
join Santa Claus for photographs
and gifts from noon to 5 p.m.
Finally, on Christmas Day, guests
are invited to a Christmas afternoon tea at 11 a.m., 1:30 p.m. or 4
p.m. The festive serving is $125
per person.

photo courtesy of The Peninsula Beverly Hills

Beverly Hills hotels will offer special holiday selections, including jolly
tea service and one-of-a-kind cocktails.

Feliz Navidad at El Granjero Cantina at Farmers Market

With the holidays in full swing
at the Original Farmers Market,
the El Granjero Cantina is partnering with Patrón Tequila to throw a
celebratory party tonight from 4 8:00 p.m. Join in the fun at the
Patrón photo booth, Giant Jenga,
Giant Connect 4, and guests can
blend their own margaritas on a
custom Patrón bicycle that will
turn a rocks margarita into a
frozen one. El Granjero Cantina
will also offer Complimentary
samples of Patrón to guests ages
21 and over, and every guest that
purchases a bottle of Patrón
Tequila, including select bottles of
Patrón Silver Tequila, Patrón
Reposado Tequila, Patrón Añejo
Tequila, Patrón Extra Añejo
Tequila, New Limited Release,
and Patrón Sherry Cask Añejo,
will receive a complimentary
engraving on each bottle wrapped
with a Patrón holiday bow in a
Patrón holiday gift bag.
El Granjero opened on the

Photo courtesy of El Granjero Cantina

El GranjeroCantina is celebrating the season with a Patron Tequila party.

Market Plaza in June, serving delicious Mexican dishes, from traditional to contemporary. Favorites
include tacos, tlayudas (a popular
antojito or appetizer), handmade
torillas and mild and spicy salsas.
From margartias to sangria, enjoy
sitting on El Granjero colorful
patio for happy hour, lunch or dinner. El Granjero is open Sunday

through Thursday, 11:30 a.m. to 8
p.m. and Friday and Saturday until
9 p.m. For more information or to
confirm attendance, visit El
Granjero Cantina Patrón Holiday
Party on Eventbrite or call El
Granjero Cantinaat (323)8799324. El Granjero Cantina is
located at 6333 W. 3rd Street, stall
750. CantinaLA.com

Academy announces Oscar eligibility for some films

The Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences announced feature
films eligible for consideration in
the Animated Feature Film,
Documentary
Feature
and
International Feature Film categories.
Twenty-six features are eligible
for consideration in the Animated
Feature Film category, though some
films have not yet had their required
qualifying release. To determine the
nominees, members of the Short
Films and Feature Animation
Branch are automatically eligible to
vote in the category. Academy
members outside of the Short Films
and Feature Animation Branch are
invited to opt in to participate.
The Documentary Feature category has 138 eligible films, though
some have yet to have their
required release. Documentary features that have won a qualifying
film festival award or have been
submitted in the International
Feature Film category as their
country’s official selection are also
eligible in the category.
Members of the Documentary
Branch vote to determine the shortlist
and the nominees. A shortlist of 15
films will be announced on Dec. 21.
Films submitted in the Animated

Rockin the Tavern Sun. Dec. 12, 5 pm

Feature Film and the Documentary
Feature categories may also qualify
for Academy Awards in other categories, including Best Picture.
Ninety-three countries have submitted films that are eligible for the
International Feature Film category,
also with some that have yet to be
released. An international feature
film is defined as a feature-length
motion picture produced outside the
United States with a predominantly
non-English dialogue track.
Academy members from all

branches are invited to opt in to participate in the preliminary round of
voting and must meet a minimum
viewing requirement to be eligible
to vote in the category. The shortlist
of 15 films will be announced on
Dec. 21.
Nominations for the 94th
Academy Awards will be
announced on Feb. 8, 2022. The
94th Oscars will be held on March
27, at the Dolby Theatre.
For a full list of eligible films, visit
oscars.org/94thfeatureeligibility.

Make Your
Christmas Holidays
Merry & Bright!
Party Paper Goods, Decorations, Garland,
Yard Lights, Christmas Lights, Plastic Yard
Decorations, Santa Hats & Stockings,
Balloons, Giftwrap, Bows, Ribbbons,
Centerpieces, Banners & More!
10% off all merchandise in the store
with this coupon! • exp 12/31/21
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

Support Small Business!
Thank you for your patronage!

English Pub Fare
Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
Full Bar
MARKETTAVERNLA.COM
Beer on Tap

5969 Melrose Ave.
(corner of Wilcox)

(323)467-7124
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Academy Museum will
screen holiday favorites
To get into the holiday spirit, the
Academy Museum of Motion
Pictures is hosting screenings of
two perennial holiday favorites on
its big screens.
At 11 a.m. on Dec. 18, the
Academy Museum will show
“Elf” in the Ted Mann Theater,
and at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 19 it will
show “It’s a Wonderful Life” in
the David Geffen Theater.
“Elf,” directed by Jon Favreau
and starring Will Ferrell, follows
the story of Buddy, a human who
was raised as an over-sized elf.
Desperate to meet his biological
father, Buddy travels from the
North Pole to New York City.
There, Buddy meets his father
who doesn’t know he exists and is
in desperate need of the Christmas
Spirit. Can Buddy build a connec-

tion with his father and help save
Christmas?
“It’s a Wonderful Life,” starring
Jimmy Stewart, follows George
Bailey, a man who has so many
problems he is thinking about ending it all. As George is about to
jump from a bridge, his guardian
angel Clarence rescues him and
shows George what his town
would have looked like without all
his good deeds over the years.
The showing of “It’s a
Wonderful Life” will include a prescreening conversation with three
cast members: Karolyn Grimes,
who played Zuzu Bailey; Jimmy
Hawkins, who played Tommy
Bailey; and Carol Coombs
Mueller, who played Jane Bailey.
For information and tickets,
visit academymuseum.org.

photo courtesy of the Academy Museum

The Academy Museum will show the holiday favorite “Elf ” on Dec. 18.

Animals light up the L.A. Zoo
L.A. Zoo Lights is in full swing,
and this year the event includes
more glowing animals than ever
before and a jolly slate of activities.
This year, participants will trek
a self-guided hourlong journey
that includes the world’s largest
illuminated pop-up storybook, a
magical disco ball forest, giant
glittering snowflakes and a twinkling tunnel filled with dynamic
swirls of color.
Along the walk, guests will
encounter lit-up tigers, lions,
macaws, monkeys, meerkats and
photo courtesy of L.A. Zoo
flamingos. Stop in the Holiday
Village for photo opportunities L.A. Zoo Lights runs every evening through Jan. 9.
and seasonal treats.
L.A. Zoo Lights has been pro- Jan. 9. The zoo will be closed on ages 2 through 12 and $15 for
duced each year since its debut in Dec. 24-25.
members. Children under the age
2014. This year’s event will run
Tickets range from $22 to $24 of 2 are free.
every day from 6-10 p.m. through for adults, $16 to $17 for children
For information, visit lazoo.org.

Give the gift of wonder
Just in time for the holidays,
Cirque du Soleil announced that
tickets for its high-energy and
high-acrobatic production OVO
are available to the general public.
From March 16, 2022, through
May 1, a total of 52 performances
will be held at the Microsoft
Theater. Audience members of all
ages are invited to dive into the
eccentric, colorful world of OVO –
a dynamic, immersive ecosystem
inhabited by an acrobatic colony of
insects.
Through jaw-dropping acrobat-

ics highlighting the unique personalities and abilities of selected
insect species, OVO explores the
beauty of biodiversity in all its contrasts and vibrancy.
From mighty crickets bouncing
off trampolines to a hypnotic spider contorting inside her web,
OVO exudes showmanship to tickle the imagination.
Since November, the OVO cast
and crew members have begun to
arrive in Montreal, Canada, where
the relaunch of the show is underway. Training is a daily occurrence

at the Cirque du Soleil
International Headquarters where,
in addition to many well-loved
acts, brand new acrobatic performances are being crafted to delight
the entire family.
“Everyone is ecstatic to reunite
after this time apart,” OVO’s artistic director Fabrice Lemire said.
“On top of the physical trainings,
we’re taking this opportunity to
bring new acts to life. All departments are involved, from costumes and makeup to technical
and artistic. The energy in the studio is buzzing – just like the
show.”
For information, visit cirquedusoleil.com/ovo.
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NHM exhibition shows the
brilliance of gemstones
Patrons of the Natural History
Museum can discover how gems
and minerals are used throughout
the world in its newest exhibition
“Brilliance, The Art and Science
of Rare Jewels.”
The exhibition, which runs
through Feb. 21, 2022, features
more than 100 spectacular
objects, drawn primarily from the
collection of master jewelry
designer Robert Procop alongside
minerals from NHM’s collection.
Guests can discover how gems

Music Center
concert honors
Jerry Moss

The Music Center will honor
Jerry Moss, the co-founder of A&M
Records with a weekend of tribute
concerts celebrating the artist, who
was also a longtime patron of the
performing arts center.
Each concert will feature a lineup of recording artists from the
label’s roster, including Herb
Alpert, Burt Bacharach, Merry
Clayton, Sérgio Mendes and Sting.
Tim Curry and other artists will
also join the tribute program to
offer their perspective on the contributions Moss has made to music.
The two-hour concerts will be
held at The Music Center’s
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion at 8
p.m. on Feb. 11 and 12.
The musical performances will
showcase the most celebrated
songs produced under Moss’ guidance, in addition to stories and
visuals illustrating and evoking the
spirit and legacy of A&M Records
fostered by Moss and his partner
and co-founder Herb Alpert.
“What made A&M so special
was that the company was run and
owned by artists for artists,” Sting
said. “And Jerry Moss understood
how important that was. He was
sensitive to our needs, respected the
creative process and understood the
freedom artists must have to let the
art speak for itself.”
Proceeds from both concerts will
support The Music Center’s ongoing efforts to provide free and lowcost access to arts experiences for
all Angelenos, a cause that has been
a passion for Moss throughout his
career. Long-time patrons of The
Music Center, Tina and Jerry Moss
gifted $25 million in 2020 to help
support the cultivation of strong arts
and culture-focused partnerships
and new programming initiatives at
the county’s performing arts center.
The Music Center’s three original
venues on its campus are united by
an expansive outdoor area, which is
now named Jerry Moss Plaza.
“Jerry Moss is a one-of-a-kind
individual, living professionally
and personally with passion, creativity and with the utmost integrity
– those values made him a maverick in the music industry,” said
Rachel Moore, president and CEO
of The Music Center.
Over 25 years, A&M grew into
the largest independent record label
in the world. A&M signed many of
the industry’s most successful musical artists, including The Police,
The Carpenters and Janet Jackson.
Tickets range from $82 to $350.
For information or to purchase tickets, visit musiccenter.org or call
(213)972-0711.

and minerals are used in professions from jewelry design to scientific research in geology, chemistry and physics.
Enter the museum’s gem vault
and marvel at the brilliance of
necklaces, bracelets, earrings and
unmounted gems. The vault contains the largest green diamond in
the world, one of the world’s
largest pink diamonds and a wide
variety of colored fancy diamonds.
“Brilliance” will also display

one-of-a-kind works from collections created by Procop in collaboration with Angelina Jolie
and Brooke Shields, both of
which serve to raise funds that
benefit women and children in
need.
Free timed tickets are required
to enter the special exhibition.
Guests can pick up tickets at the
museum’s ticket counters or at the
entrance to the Gem and Mineral
Hall on the day of their visit.
For information, visit nhm.org.

photo courtesy of NHM

The Pink Starburst pink diamond designed by Robert Procop will be on
display.
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Getty celebrates recent acquisitions Spike Lee will sign books
The Getty Museum will open an
exhibition on Dec. 14 that celebrates the many acquisitions the
museum has made over the past 18
months.
“Recent Acquisitions 2021:
Collecting for the Museum,” spotlights 20 works from the hundreds
of acquisitions the Getty Museum
has made throughout the pandemic.
The works enrich the six collecting
areas of the museum, including
antiquities, manuscripts, paintings,
drawings, sculpture and decorative
arts, and photographs.
Highlights of the exhibition
include a recently rediscovered
painting of Lucretia by Artemisia
Gentileschi; “Portrait of Madam
Charles Mitoire with Her
Children,” an unconventional pastel representing a woman nursing
her child by Adélaïde LabilleGuiard; a bifolium from a 13th-century luxury copy of the Qur’an; and
a dreamlike self-portrait photograph called “Summer Azure” by
activist, filmmaker and writer
Tourmaline.
“The exhibition – an annual
event since 2019 – this year reflects
several recent collection-building
initiatives of the Getty Museum,

at the Academy Museum

photo courtesy of Tourmaline and the Getty Museum

The Getty Museum acquired “Summer Azure” by Tourmaline in the last
18 months.

including exploring the wider connections of the classical world with
other cultures, seeking to represent
women artists in all media, telling a
more inclusive history of European
art and bringing greater diversity to
our holdings of modern and contemporary photographs,” Timothy
Potts, Maria Hummer-Tuttle and
Robert Tuttle Director of the J. Paul

Getty Museum, said. “Our collection is young and still growing, but
with each new purchase we consider the many ways the museum can
expand the reach and impact of art
we hold in public trust.”
“Recent Acquisitions 2021:
Collecting for the Museum” is on
view through Feb. 27, 2022.
For information, visit getty.edu.

LA Phil decks the halls with musical cheer
The holiday season is here and
the Los Angeles Philharmonic is
offering a slate of performances to
spread the season’s cheer.
The LA Phil will present several
holiday concerts at Walt Disney
Concert Hall throughout December.
From Dec. 10-12, the LA Phil
will present “Home Alone in
Concert,” where musicians will
play John Williams’ charming score
while a live picture of the beloved
comedy classic runs.
At 8 p.m. on Dec. 14, the LA Phil
will present “A Chanticleer
Christmas.” The Grammy-winning,
12-man ensemble will make its
return for a classic holiday program
of a cappella choral music.
At 8 p.m. on Dec. 17, CeCe
Winans, one of the best-selling and
most-awarded female gospel artists
of all time returns to Walt Disney
Concert Hall. Winans has sold more
than 5 million albums, been awarded 12 Grammys, 20 Dove Awards
and seven Stellar Awards. Local
gospel choir DC6 Singers
Collective will join the evening.
The LA Phil will host two performances of the Holiday Sing-Along
at 11:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. on Dec.
18. Walt Disney Concert Hall’s
massive pipe organ, a choir and a
jazz combo will lead a cheerful
selection of seasonal favorites for a
jolly good time.
Angelenos are invited to jazz up
their holidays at 8 p.m. on Dec. 21
as the LA Phil presents “Arturo

photo courtesy of the LA Phil

The Los Angeles Philharmonic will
present a Holiday Sing-Along with
seasonal favorites.

Sandoval Big Band Swinging
Holiday.” The 10-time Grammywinning artist and his big band will
create a jumping, jiving, jingling
night at Walt Disney Concert Hall,
performing a program of holiday
favorites decked out in his Latin
jazz styling.
At 8 p.m. on Dec. 22, “The Doo
Wop Project” will dress up 21stcentury hits in five-part harmony
and bring back favorites of the
genre’s earliest hits. For this special

concert, the group will bring a
sense of style and panache to holiday songs from throughout the
years.
Finally, the LA Phil will celebrate
New Year’s Eve with two performances by Pink Martini at 7 and
10:30 p.m. Led by pianist Thomas
Lauderdale, Pink martini mixes
Brazilian samba, party sounds of
’30s Cuban dance music and a dash
of Parisian café cool.
For information, visit laphil.com.

The Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures in partnership
with Chronicle Books will host
Spike Lee as he signs copies of his
new book “SPIKE,” which features rare photographs and director’s commentary on all his cinematic works, from 5-7 p.m. on
Dec. 17.
Lee is a world-renowned,
Academy Award-winning filmmaker. His career has included
more than 35 films, such as his
directorial debut “She’s Gotta
Have It,” his seminal masterpiece
“Do the Right Thing” and more
recently, his Oscar-winning film
“BlacKkKlansman.”
“SPIKE” is a monograph and a
visual celebration of Lee’s life and
career to date. The custom bold,
typographic design is inspired by
the LOVE/HATE brass rings that
Radio Raheem wore in “Do the
Right Thing” and that Spike Lee
wore at the 2019 Academy Awards.
Featuring hundreds of neverbefore-seen photographs by David
Lee, Spike Lee’s brother and longtime still photographer, “SPIKE”
includes behind-the-scenes, insid-

er images that underscore his creative process and his significant
impact on culture at large.
From his critically acclaimed
film “Malcolm X” starring Denzel
Washington, to his recent film “Da
5 Bloods” featuring the late
Chadwick Boseman, Lee’s work
continues to resonate.
Also included are his commercials with Michael Jordan for
Nike, which helped launch the billion-dollar Jordan brand product
empire, as well as his music
videos with Prince and Michael
Jackson.
Before the book signing, guests
can check out the “Director’s
Inspiration: Spike Lee” gallery in
the museum’s Stories of Cinema
section and the Spike Lee pop-up
in the Academy Museum Store.
The book signing will take
place in the Academy Museum
Store, located in the museum’s
Sidney Poitier Grand Lobby, and
is limited to one ticket per person.
Tickets are $75 and include a copy
of the book.
For information, visit academymuseum.org.

photo courtesy of The Academy Museum

“SPIKE” is a visual celebration of Spike Lee’s life and career.
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Exhibit honors photographer, humanitarian GMCLA celebrates the holidays
Holocaust Museum LA will present
“Ruth
Gruber:
Photojournalist,” highlighting the
work of the trailblazing photographer, journalist and humanitarian.
The exhibit, which runs from
Dec. 12 through April 13, shows
Gruber’s acclaimed work as an
intrepid, humanitarian photographer. Her career spanned more
than five decades on four continents.
Gruber was born to Jewish
immigrants in Brooklyn and
became the youngest PhD in the
world at age 20 with a dissertation
on author Virginia Woolf. In 1935,
she was the first correspondent to
travel to the Siberian Gulag and
Soviet Arctic.
Gruber captured some of the
earliest color images of Alaska’s
vast frontier, the lives and customs
of the native population, and the
conditions and experiences of
American soldiers. In 1944, as
World War II raged, Gruber stewarded the ship Henry Gibbins on
a secret U.S. government mission
that brought nearly 1,000 Jewish
refugees from Europe to Fort
Ontario in upstate New York.
Gruber subsequently shifted her
attention to the lives of refugees
and to issues of rescue, sanctuary
and liberation, devoting the rest of
her life to humanitarian causes.
In 1947, Gruber’s exclusive
photographs documenting the harrowing voyage of the Exodus
1947 – a ship carrying 4,500
Jewish refugees that attempted to
break the British blockade on
immigration to Palestine – were
sent internationally via wire ser-

with musical Christmas classics

photo courtesy of Holocaust Museum LA

Ruth Gruber was a photojournalist focused on the lives of Jewish
refugees following World War II.

vices to thousands of newspapers
and magazines.
Her iconic images radically
transformed attitudes toward the
plight of Jewish refugees and
Holocaust survivors after the war.
Following the establishment of the
state of Israel, Gruber photographed the waves of immigrants who poured into the new
country while continuing her commitment to documenting the condition of Jewish communities
throughout the world.
The exhibit “Ruth Gruber:
Photojournalist” is a tribute to
her life and to the humanitarian
concerns that guided her work.
Organized by art historian and
curator Maya Benton, and drawn

from Gruber's private archive, the
exhibition includes never-beforeseen color photographs and vintage prints made over half a century, alongside contemporary prints
made
from
her
original
negatives.
The opening event at 2 p.m. on
Dec. 12 will feature remarks from
Benton, Holocaust Museum LA
CEO Beth Kean and Patti Kenner,
Gruber’s longtime friend and
executive producer of the film,
“Ahead
of
Time:
The
Extraordinary Journey of Ruth
Gruber.”
Reservations to the opening
event and the exhibit are required.
For information, visit holocaustmuseumla.org.

Last chance to explore East Asian ink painting

Visitors to the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art have one
final weekend to see “Ink Dreams:
Selections from the Fondation
INK Collection” before it closes
on Dec. 12.
“Ink Dreams” explores how the
spirit of ink translates to other
mediums, global artists and contemporary times. Comprising 78
works of photography, sculpture,
video and painting, the exhibition
proposes a new view of ink art for
the contemporary era, one that
incorporates qualities from the ink
painting tradition and new adaptations of traditional subject matter.
The exhibition features the work
of 53 artists from Asia, Europe and
North America, including Chen
Haiyan, Shirazeh Houshiary, Lin
Tianmiao, Hiroshi Sugimoto, Xu
Bing, and Yang Jiechang.

Organized in three thematic sections – apparitions, meditations and
dreamscapes – “Ink Dreams” references trends within East Asian ink
art history to create links between
past and present ink practice.
Apparitions includes works that
use translucent layering and negative space or absence as important
compositional elements.
Meditations relates to both religious and non-religious meditation,
and the use of repeated gestures and
prolonged contemplation in art
making. Dreamscapes features contemporary renderings of the imaginary landscape, a frequent subject
of historical East Asian ink painting
that aims to depict the artist’s own
inner landscape as opposed to a
landscape found in nature.
Ink Dreams is the first major presentation of work from the

Fondation INK Collection, a 400piece collection of contemporary
ink art that was promised to
LACMA in 2018. Since the gift
was announced, LACMA has borrowed key works from the
Fondation INK Collection for special exhibitions.

“Reflecting the
larger collection,
Ink Dreams offers
a unique and novel
understanding of
contemporary ink
art as a genre
defined by soft
qualities and
common themes
as opposed to one
defined solely by
the materials of
ink and paper.”

Gay Men’s Chorus of Los
Angeles will present “A Holiday
Homecoming,” marking its return
to in-person concerts after a twoyear pandemic hiatus.
The Los Angeles holiday tradition kicks off GMCLA’s Season 43
at UCLA’s Royce Hall for two concerts at 8 p.m. on Dec. 11 and 2
p.m. on Dec. 12. GMCLA will perform holiday classics about the
joy of coming home, curated from
the choral, classical, pop and
Broadway canons, featuring special
guest
stars Telly
Leung and Nikki Crawford.
“We are thrilled to be back on
stage and at Royce Hall this season,” said GMCLA executive
director and producer Lou Spisto.
“This revered and iconic venue is
the perfect setting to reunite with
our community. Our members are
especially eager to perform these
opening concerts, where music
director and conductor Ernest H.
Harrison will make his long-

awaited main series debut.
“And we are all excited to be
joined by two talented artists, Telly
Leung and Nikki Crawford, as we
do what arts organizations everywhere are doing – bring people
together again to experience something beautiful and find some joy
this holiday season.”
Leung is a New York City
native, Broadway performer,
recording artist, producer and theater arts teacher. His Broadway and
national touring credits include
Aladdin in “Disney's Aladdin on
Broadway,” “Godspell,” “Rent”
and “Wicked.”
Crawford's most recent credits
include guest starring roles on
“NCIS Los Angeles,” “United
States of Al,” “NCIS” and
“Selena: The Series.” Some of her
theater credits include “Fairview,”
“Stormy Weather,” “Spamalot” and
“Man of La Mancha.”
Tickets start at $25. For information, visit gmcla.org.

Wallis seeking donations for
matching winter campaign
The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts announced that
its new board member Arline Pepp
and her husband Buddy have
offered to match any year-end contributions to the organization.
The Pepps will match any contributions given through Dec. 31 up
to $100,000. The end-of-the-year
campaign marks the third in The
Wallis’ history.
The couple have long supported
The Wallis by serving as ambassadors at working with the organi-

zation’s GRoW @ The Wallis program, which aims to expand arts
education in Los Angeles.
Through the program, The
Wallis partners with Los Angeles
schools to bring students to matinee performances, and participate
in master classes and in-depth
courses on a variety of topics,
including choreography, jazz and
songwriting for theater.
For information on the GRoW @
The Wallis program and to donate,
visit thewallis.org.

Donation helps with fight against crime

-Curator Susanna Ferrell

photo courtesy of LACMA

“Ink Dreams” features 78 works of photography, sculpture, video and
painting.

“We are thrilled to present this
inaugural exhibition of work showcasing the Fondation INK
Collection,” curator Susanna
Ferrell said. “Reflecting the larger
collection, Ink Dreams offers a
unique and novel understanding of
contemporary ink art as a genre
defined by soft qualities and common themes as opposed to one
defined solely by the materials of
ink and paper.”
For information, visit lacma.org.

Former Los Angeles City Council President John Ferraro, 4th District,
was shown in this photograph in the Dec. 12, 1991, issue of the Beverly
Press and Park Labrea News highlighting a community partnership to
fight crime. Ferraro, left, was joined by LAPD Wilshire Division Capt.
J.J. Davis, right, and Joseph Mehanna, owner of the former
Metropolitan Auto Center on La Brea Avenue, to announce that the dealership was donating a new Chevrolet pickup to the LAPD for graffiti
abatement and crime suppression duties. The pickup had a paint sprayer
and other equipment to quickly remove graffiti. Wilshire Division Sgt.
Edgar Payne said in the accompanying article that it was another tool to
address rising crime in the area. On Dec. 7, the nonprofit Melrose Action
unveiled cameras in the Melrose community that were installed through
a public-private partnership to fight crime.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Nov. 27 and Dec. 4. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department
Nov. 28
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 9700 block of
Wilshire at 4:17 p.m.
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 400
block of Smithwood.

Nov. 29
A vandalism incident was reported
in the 800 block of Roxbury at 6
a.m.
At 5:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of S. Oakhurst.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 9600 block of
Sunset at 10:54 p.m.

Nov. 30
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
Beverly at 1:05 p.m.
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
9100 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 200 block of N.
Crescent at 6:21 p.m.
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 100
block of N. Crescent.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Santa
Monica and Rodeo at 7:37 p.m.

Dec. 1
At 4:27 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of N. Crescent.

Dec. 2
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8300 block of Wilshire
at 11:20 a.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 700
block of N. Rexford.

Dec. 3
At 4:28 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 200
block of S. La Cienega.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
Nov. 28
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1100 block of N. La Brea
at 12:18 p.m.
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 8900 block of Santa
Monica at 2 a.m.
At 9:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect assaulted a

victim in the 1000 block of
Genesee at 10:57 a.m.
At 10:20 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim near the
corner of Santa Monica and
Robertson.

Nov. 29
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 1000 block of San Vicente at
12:35 p.m.
At 12:37 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
8300 block of Fountain.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 600 block of S.
Robertson at 5 p.m.

Nov. 30
At 5:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 7100 block
of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7700 block of Santa
Monica at 10:30 p.m.

Dec. 1
At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 7700 block
of Santa Monica.

Nov. 28

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
100 block of S. Flores.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1400 block of N.
Poinsettia at 12:34 a.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6000 block of Third at
8:08 p.m.

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Santa Monica and
Wilcox.

At 8:33 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6700 block
of Santa Monica.

the corner of Selma and Schrader.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6700 block of De
Longpre at 2 a.m.
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8100
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1300 block of
N. Sycamore at 2:30 a.m.
At 5:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1400
block of S. La Cienega.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
N. Sycamore at 10 a.m.
At 10:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
5100 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 500 block of N.
Beachwood at 11 a.m.
At 1:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Eighth and Spaulding.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 4800 block of
Elmwood at 3 p.m.
At 3:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6700
block of Hollywood.

Dec. 3

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 400 block of S. Fairfax at
3:35 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 9000 block of
Melrose at 1 p.m.

At 3:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of N. La Cienega.

At 4:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 600 block of S. Rimpau
at 5:10 p.m.

Dec. 4

At 5:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of McCadden and
Lexington.

At 2:22 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 800 block of
N. Kings.

Los Angeles Police
Department

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
The Grove at 6 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1600 block of N.
Cahuenga at 9:15 p.m.
At 10:20 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 1700
block of Taft.
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 1700 block of N. Las Palmas at
11:55 p.m.

Nov. 30
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Santa Monica
and Gordon.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 8600 block of
Burton at 9:30 a.m.
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a bicycle in the 8600 block of
Burton.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of N.
Saint Andrews at 11:45 a.m.
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 600
block of S. Dunsmuir.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 100 block of N.
Fuller at 3:45 p.m.
At 4:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of N. La Cienega.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
S. Flores at 5 p.m.
At 5:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
100 block of S. Hayworth.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6200 block of
Selma at 6 p.m.
At 6:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8500 block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8500 block of
Beverly at 7:50 p.m.

stole a vehicle parked in the 1100
block of S. Bedford.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 800 block of
S. Hauser at 10 p.m.
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
8500 block of Third.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5600 block of
Santa Monica at 10:30 p.m.
At 10:35 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Selma and Las
Palmas.

Dec. 2
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of De Longpre and
Vine.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7500 block of
Melrose at 3:19 a.m.
At 3:39 a.m., an attempted vehicle
burglary was reported in the 1000
block of Shenandoah.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of Wilcox
at 8 a.m.
At 11:55 a.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of First and Gower.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7900 block of
Blackburn at 3 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 800
block of Edinburgh.

Dec. 3
At 12:18 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
8100 block of Third.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6600 block of
Franklin at 9:15 a.m.
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Sunset and La Brea.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 7600 block of
Melrose at 10:30 a.m.
At noon, a suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence
incident in the 1900 block of Holly.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 700 block of N.
Vista at 3 p.m.

Nov. 27

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a bicycle in the 1800 block of
Whitley.

At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 1600 block of Schrader.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 700 block of N. La
Cienega at 11 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Selma and
Wilcox at 1:40 a.m.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 5000 bock of
Wilshire.

At 2:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Cherokee and Hollywood.

Nov. 29

At 10:45 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Orange and
Hawthorn.

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5700
block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Western and Beverly at 11 p.m.

An attempted robbery was reported near the corner of Larchmont
and Third at 4 a.m.

At 11:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
1600 block of N. Cherokee.

At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of Masselin.

Dec. 1

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner
of
Cherokee
and
Hollywood.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1900 block of
Outpost at 11:15 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 700 block of S.
Curson at 11 p.m.

At 12:25 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
500 block of N. Norton.

Dec. 4

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 800 block of
N. Curson at 6 a.m.
At 11:40 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
300 block of S. Robertson.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1700 block of
Wilcox at 11:59 a.m.
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
900 block of S. Wooster.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 5200 block of
Melrose at 3:05 p.m.
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 7600 block of
Melrose at 8:52 a.m.
At 11:13 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
7000 block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1600 block of
Vine at 2:40 p.m.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Selma and El Centro.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6100 block of
Hollywood at 10 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8500 block of
Beverly at 7 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect

At 4:41 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 2100
bloc of Outpost.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1100 block of S.
Spaulding at 5 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1600
block of N. McCadden.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8500 block of
Beverly at 5:40 p.m.

At 2:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8000 block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of S.
Clark at 4:30 p.m.
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TCL Chinese Theatre will screen holiday classic Awards honor authors who
The TCL Chinese Theatre will
screen the treasured holiday film
“It’s A Wonderful Life” on Dec. 14.
The film will be shown for free at
7 p.m. and guests are invited to participate in the theater’s “Bring A Toy,
Holiday Watch A Movie” event.
Starring James Stewart, Donna
Reed, Lionel Barrymore, Thomas
Mitchell and Henry Travers, director Frank Capra’s “It’s A
Wonderful Life” is based on the
short story “The Greatest Gift.”
The movie tells the story of
George Bailey (Jimmy Stewart), a
man who has lived all his life in
the small town of Bedford Falls,
New York, and wonders what life
would have been like if he never
existed.
Stewart and Capra both received
Oscar nominations in 1947 for
their work, and the film was nominated for Best Picture.
The RKO studio's effects department
won
a
Technical
Achievement Oscar for the development of a new technique for creating artificial snow in the film.
Capra also picked up a Golden
Globe for Best Director.

chronicle addiction recovery

photo courtesy of Liberty Studios

“It’s a Wonderful Life” follows George Bailey as he sees how life
would’ve been different if he never existed.

However, “It's a Wonderful
Life” performed poorly at the box
office when it was first released,
but 30 years after its theatrical run,
the movie began appearing regularly on network television during
the Christmas season. Now, the

Sing along with Master Chorale
The Los Angeles Master Chorale
will hold “Carols on the Plaza,” a free
outdoor sing-along on Dec. 20, at 6
p.m., on the Jerry Moss Plaza at The
Music Center, 135 N. Grand Ave.
After receiving guidance from the
Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health, the chorale has
announced the cancellation of its

40th annual “Messiah Sing-Along,”
which was scheduled for Dec. 20 at
Walt Disney Concert Hall.
Grant Gershon, the LAMC’s
Kiki and David Gindler Artistic
Director, and Jenny Wong, associate artistic director, will lead 20
master chorale singers and carolers
in a 40-minute caroling program

annual showing of “It's a
Wonderful Life” is a holiday
touchstone, and in 1990, The
Library of Congress designated the
film “culturally significant.”
To attend the free screening,
email info@chinesetheatres.com.
that will include holiday favorites
such as “Deck the Halls,” “Frosty
the Snowman,” “Joy to the World,”
“Silver Bells” and the “Hallelujah”
chorus from Handel’s “Messiah.” A
carol book will be provided onsite.
“Messiah Sing-Along” ticket
holders may choose to donate their
tickets, exchange or refund tickets
by calling (213)972-7282. For information, visit lamasterchorale.org.

Writers In Treatment, an organization dedicated to reducing stigmas concerning substance abuse
and mental illness by showcasing
the talents and contributions of
authors and artists, will honor a pair
of
media
personalities
at
the 11th annual “Experience,
Strength & Hope Awards Gratitude
Dinner.”
Hosted by Ed Begley Jr., the dinner will be held on Dec. 15 at the
Skirball Cultural Center and will
honor Leigh Steinberg and
Courtney Friel.
Steinberg is a sports agent and the
inspiration for Tom Cruise’s character in the Oscar-winning film “Jerry
Maguire.” Friel is a popular news
anchor on KTLA-TV.
The organization’s “Experien
ce,
Strength
&
Hope
Awards” recognize the honest,
courageous memoir writing of its

recipients’ journeys from addiction to recovery. Friel is the
author of 2019’s “Tonight at 10:
Kicking Booze & Breaking
News,” which chronicles the dual
life of an alcoholic on-air journalist. Steinberg has been forthright
about his struggles and subsequent
recovery
in
his
2015
memoir, “The Agent.”
The evening will begin with a
networking reception at 5:30 p.m., a
red-carpet photo opportunity at 6
p.m. and a dinner and awards ceremony at 7:30 p.m.
All proceeds from the event are
utilized to produce Writers In
Treatment’s
annual
REEL
Recovery Film Festival &
Symposium, which showcases
films featuring addiction, recovery
and mental illness.
Tickets are $100 and are available on brownpapertickets.com.

photo courtesy of Writers in Treatment

KTLA-TV anchor Courtney Friel and sports agent Leigh Steinberg will be
honored for their memoirs.

To our new readers:
We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks.
To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!
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Ways to subscribe

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/
Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003
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I CAN HELP!
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TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

Looking for an experienced office assistant to join our team! The Beverly Press
and Park Labrea News are well-established weekly newspapers covering
hard news for Beverly Hills, West
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles.
Administrative assistant duties include
letters, emails, filing, light bookkeeping,
mailing lists/mail merge. General assistant to the publishers. Compensation
negotiable. Email resume to
michael@beverlypress.com

Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

To our new readers:

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past 3 weeks.
To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

Ways to subscribe

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

as seen on YouTube!

HELLP WANTED

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

World Famous Deli
is looking for:

LINE COOKS

part time
full time
2 years experience
required
Call Marc
(323)839-4447

1. Body governing TV
4. Vet
7. Slangy assent
10. Norwegian king
12. Protein-producing substance
13. World Series winners of 1986
14. Jean material
16. Slippery long sea creature
17. Nut-producing trees
18. Where you can learn the samba
21. Beethoven’s Third
22. Specialized vocabularies
25. Letters after Q
26. Percentage rate
28. Apple picker
29. '”Educated insolence,'” to Aristotle
30. They have to dance well
33. Drink from a dish
35. Ring org.
36. Miff
37. Dancing ___ : where you can see
Cheryl Burke
42. Follower meaning follower
43. Bloodshot
44. Golden time
45. Einstein's birthplace
48. Hammer user
50. Slow musical piece
52. Bolshoi offering
56. Successes
58. Scramble for

59. Worker's demand
60. Big jerk
61. Actor Harris and others
62. Diamond of note
63. Cosmo or GQ
64. Thus far
65. IV league?
Down
1. Silo contents
2. Profits
3. Defeatist’s word
4. Remnant
5. People
6. Math class, for short
7. More lemony
8. Time of arrival, for short
9. 2nd letter addendum
11. “Veni, vidi, __”
13. ___ synthesizer
15. Book before Nahum
17. Divided land
19. Part of the neck
20. Hold title to
23. Bore
24. City roads: Abbr.
27. Married again
28. Cheer up
30. Copenhagen airport code
31. NFL ball carriers
32. Bad-mouth
33. Bart's sis

34. Dressing for success
37. Acquire
38. Part of Rapunzel's “ladder”
39. Pronoun
40. Middle Easterner
41. Control tower tracking device
45. More unattractive
46. __ wait (prepares an ambush)
47. Roadside stops
49. Blockhead
51. First American in space, first name

53. Actress Judith of “The Devil’s
Advocate”
54. Man Friday
55. Nuthatch home
56. Sporting facility
57. Car club

answers on page 31
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‘Love Actually Live’ warms your soul
By Jill Weinlein

“Love Actually Live” at the
Wallis Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts has audience
members clapping and singing in
their seats, creating an enchanting
experience that is sure to lift one’s
spirits during the holidays.
The show, adapted and directed
by Anderson Davis, creatively turns
the holiday cult film favorite “Love
Actually,” written and directed by
Richard Curtis, into a multimedia
concert celebration. The exciting
production offers a fusion of theatre
and film as the live orchestra and
singers mirror scenes from the
movie as characters fall in love
throughout London.
Matthew Steinbrenner’s stage
looks similar to Saturday Night
Live’s holiday set, with musicians
performing onstage and a beautifully-lit Christmas tree placed in the
center.
When it was first performed at
The Wallis in 2018, ‘Love
Actually Live’ was the biggest hit
in the theater’s history. It became an
annual holiday show, breaking box
office records with nearly 30,000
theater fans attending in 2018 and
2019. The show was put on hold

in 2020 due to the pandemic, but
has now made a triumphant return.
"In returning once again to our
Bram Goldsmith stage, ‘Love
Actually Live’ provides the
opportunity to celebrate together, in
person, with the people we love in a
year when it's needed the most,”
Artistic Director Paul Crewes said.
“It is always a pleasure to collaborate with our For The Record family, and I'm grateful for the possibility to be sharing this very unique
experience with Los Angeles audiences once again."
The all-star cast of singers
reimagine nine storylines from the
film dealing with heartbreak, new
romance and unrequited love with
songs from the film's soundtrack.
One return star who steals the show
is the talented Rex Smith, performing as Billy Mack, an aging rocker
desperate to make a comeback with
his new holiday song. Smith
expertly mimics mannerism and
vocal intonations actor Bill Nighy’s
used to portray Mack in the film.
Smith’s version of “Christmas Is
All Around” keeps the audience
giggling and cheering to the end.
I was happy to see Aaron Lazar
portraying Jamie, a love-scorned
crime novelist who travels to

The Soraya celebrates Violins of Hope

The Violins of Hope, a collection of rescued and restored musical
instruments from the Holocaust,
were on their way to Los Angeles
when their journey was interrupted
by the COVID-19 crisis.
Now, after a two-year delay, the
violins will be played in a concert at
The Soraya.
Violins in the collection were
played in the concentration camps
and ghettos, providing a source of
comfort for some and a means of
survival for others. Amnon
Weinstein and his son Avshalom,
who founded the project, are
Israeli luthiers who collect the
instruments, refurbish them in
their Jerusalem shop to concert
quality, and bring them to communities all over the world.
Although the instruments make
beautiful museum pieces, at the
heart of the Violins of Hope project is the Weinsteins’ commitment
to ensuring that the instruments are
played again.
The Los Angeles Jewish
Symphony, was scheduled to perform with these historic instruments at The Soraya while
the Violins of Hope were in residence in March 2020.
After the pandemic caused the
cancellation, the Violins of
Hope collection of instruments
went into an almost self-imposed
and secured hiding under The
Soraya stage for seven months
until they were safely returned to

the Weinsteins in November 2020,
after violinists Niv Ashkenazi,
Lindsay Deutsch and Janice
Mautner Markham performed on
three of the instruments.
Now, after almost a two-year
delay, several of the Violins of
Hope will make return to The Soraya
as Dr. Noreen Green conducts the
Los Angeles Jewish Symphony at 7
p.m. on Dec. 12.
“Suspending Violins
of
Hope activities in 2020 was
heartbreaking for everyone who
had come together around this
extraordinary project – musicians,
educators, philanthropists, elected
officials, arts organizations,
churches and synagogues, and the
public at large,” said Thor
Steingraber, executive and artistic
director of The Soraya. “But now
my heart is filled with joy as we
finally welcome Dr. Green and the
LAJS to perform their initial program, marking this as a celebration
of perseverance and of music’s
power to transcend.”
The program will feature violinist Lindsay Deutsch and cellist
Barry
Gold
performing
“Schindler's List Suite,” “Kol
Nidre,” “Baal Shem: Three Pictures
of Hassidic Life” and “Suite for
Klezmer Band and Orchestra.”
The Soraya is located at 18111
Nordhoff St. in Northridge.
Tickets start at $41 and are available at thesoraya.org or by calling
(819)677-3000.

pphoto courtesy of Violins of Hope

The Soraya musicians will play violins owned by those who lived
through the Holocaust.

France where he unexpectedly falls
in love. Known for his baritone
voice, the last time I saw Lazar was
in the touring company for “Dear
Evan Hansen” in which he played
Larry Murphy.

“Love is all around
in this merry show.
There is no greater
gift this season
than love.”

Brian McKnight Jr. wowed the
audience singing as Peter with the
ensemble during “Love Is All You
Need” by the Beatles. The cast travels
offstage and into the audience as
screens appear to display the scene
being reenacted. Hailing from a musically gifted family — most notably
including his father Brain McKnight
— McKnight’s rich and soothing
voice left the audience in awe.
The women are equally talented,
particularly Cheyenne Wells, who
portrays both Juliet, a newly-married woman who is being pursued
by her new husband’s best friend,
and Mia, a temptress who tries to
bed her married boss. Whether
wearing a wedding dress or dancing
with the ensemble, Wells shines
throughout the performance. Emily
Lopez is wonderful as Sarah, a
woman who is lovesick for her
coworker, and Gabriela Carrillo
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Cheyenne Wells and Brian McKnight Jr. shine as Juliet and Peter in
“Love Actually Live.”

reveals a lot while playing Aurelia,
who falls in love with crime novelist Jamie.
The young Zola Odessa shines as
Joanna, a young girl who shows off
serious pipes during a Christmas
pageant. Odessa is like a young
Mariah Carey or Ariana Grande
with her poised vocal capabilities
and polished hand gestures.
Actress and singer Nina Nelson is
terrific as the character Natalie, who
falls in love with the Prime Minister,
and Tomasina Abate performs a
deeply-moving Joni Mitchell number, “Both Sides Now.”
Davis was clever in directing two
musicians to portray John and Judy,
the professional body doubles who
meet while filming nude scenes in a

movie. He choreographs their
stance and movement tastefully
while they perform onstage.
Lighting designer Michael
Berger enhances each scene with
his creative and lively lighting,
while costume designer Steve
Mazurek adds a pop of color with
costumes that match what is displayed in the film.
Love is all around in this merry
show. There is no greater gift this
season than love. Ticket prices for
performances through Dec. 31
range from $39-$125. The show
runs two hours and 45 minutes,
including a 15-minute intermission.
9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd.,
(310)746-4000
or
visit
thewallis.org/love.

28 December 9, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

‘Hawkeye’ is a splendid holiday special,
much like another classic action flick
Is “Die Hard” a Christmas
movie? It’s an old debate. The arguments against focus on the film’s
“action” status, claiming John
McClane’s barefoot romp through
the Nakatomi Plaza only happens to
be set during the holiday season.
The correct argument notes how
the holiday aesthetic is paramount
to the film’s central themes surrounding love, fatherhood and giftwrapping a gun for the central vil-

lain. The best support for this position recently premiered on
Disney+: the Marvel series
“Hawkeye.”
Like “Die Hard,” a hero must
engage in conflict rather than
rebuild family ties. Like “Die
Hard,” the goal is to conclude any
conflict by Christmas Day. Like
“Die Hard,” reminders of the season pepper each scene and audibly
set the tone with familiar tunes.
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After Kate Bishop puts on the Ronin suit without knowing its meaning,
Clint Barton has to help protect her while reckoning with his past.

‘West Side Story’ cruises to El Capitan

El Capitan Theatre will
present Twentieth
Century
Studios’ “West
Side
Story” from Dec. 10 through Jan.
2, 2022.
Directed by Academy Award
winner Steven Spielberg, and featuring a screenplay by Pulitzer
Prize and Tony Award winner Tony
Kushner, “West Side Story” tells
the classic tale of Romeo and Juliet
through fierce rivalries and young
love in 1957 New York City.
The reimagining of the beloved
musical stars Ansel Elgort, Ariana
DeBose, David Alvarez, Mike
Faist, Brian d’Arcy James, Corey
Stoll and Josh André s Rivera. The
film introduces actress Rachel
Zegler and will include Rita
Moreno, who portrayed Anita in
the 1961 film.
Moreno – one of only three
artists to be honored with
Academy, Emmy, Grammy, Tony
and Peabody Awards – also serves
as one of the film’s executive producers.
“West Side Story” is rated PG13 for some strong violence,
strong language, thematic content,
suggestive material and brief

smoking.
Before each screening at El
Capitan Theatre, guests can see a display of costumes and take a picture at
a “West Side Story” themed photo
opportunity.
A special Dapper Opening Night
Fan Event will be held today at 7
p.m. Each ticket includes reserved
seating, one 64-oz popcorn tub, one
themed mocktail and one souvenir
credential. Tickets are $25 per person regardless of age.
The Mighty Wurlitzer Organ
will be played before the screenings during opening week, and at
all Saturday and Sunday screenings throughout the engagement.
Daily showtimes through Dec.
12 are at 11:30 a.m., 3:15 p.m., 7
p.m. and 10:45 p.m. Daily showtimes Dec. 13 through Jan. 2
2022 are at noon, 3:45 p.m. and
7:30 p.m., though showtimes and
dates are subject to change.
VIP tickets are $28 and include
a hat, tote and 64-oz popcorn.
Regular tickets are $17 for adults,
and $14 for children ages 3-11 and
seniors over the age of 60.
For information, visit elcapitantickets.com.

And like “Die Hard,” the Marvel
Cinematic Universe’s top archers
take center stage in the franchise’s
first Christmas-themed entry. After
four episodes, the results aren’t all
candy canes and snowflakes, but in
an unexpected holiday miracle,
Marvel finally seems ready to
embark on stories closer to the
ground.
The last time we saw Clint
Barton (Jeremy Renner), a.k.a.
Avenger team member Hawkeye,
he finally reunited with his family
once the Earth’s mightiest heroes
brought back everyone snapped out
of existence five years ago. During
that time, however, Clint channeled
his mourning into a secret identity,
the Ronin, fully embracing vigilantism against organized crime.
His past returns days before
Christmas when the Ronin costume
appears on the evening news. Clint
just wants to enjoy a few days with
his kids in the Big Apple before
returning home to catch up on lost
time. Alas, this faux Ronin is merely a victim of bad timing.
Meet Kate Bishop (Hailee
Steinfeld). She’s been a little
obsessed with Hawkeye, her
favorite Avenger, ever since one of
his arrows saved her life during the
events of Loki’s New York attack in
2012. She knows her way around
various martial arts and especially a
bow.
When she accidentally encounters the Ronin suit, unaware of its
hidden baggage, she sees her chance
to become a hero, just like
Hawkeye. Too bad Clint doesn’t see
himself as a role model. Clint wants
to secure the Ronin suit and protect
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Hailee Steinfeld portrays Kate Bishop, a talented young archer who has
admired Clint Barton, portrayed by Jeremy Renner, since he saved her
live as a child.

Kate from any who might now consider her affiliated with the antihero,
and he hopes to do it with enough
time to get back to his family.
Four episodes in, “Hawkeye”
embraces a more modest storyline
with much lower stakes. The world
isn’t at risk, it’s mostly focused on
Clint’s emotional journey and a
murder mystery Kate stumbles
upon. It’s a wonderful change of
pace that allows for lighter, playful
moments.
The pair must work together –
Clint, a begrudging hero, and Kate,
a chatty fangirl. This kind of buddy
story is rare, so it’s a bit disappointing to witness such a slow start that
takes three episodes for Clint to
pick up a bow. So perhaps the
stakes are too light, at least at the
beginning.
With original Avengers exiting
the MCU, stories like “Hawkeye”
help with the transition. Who
knows if Renner will stick around,
but Steinfeld definitely will as the
next archer in future films and other
series.
This is another legacy story like
“Falcon and the Winter Soldier”
and even “Black Widow.” And
that’s
wonderful,
because
Steinfeld’s charisma can easily
carry a future solo film and team

experience too.
Even though “Hawkeye” serves
as a Christmas offering, it still ties
in nicely with the rest of the
“Avengers” saga. We learn about
the cultural landscape following the
Avengers’ apparent disbanding,
along with direct tie-ins from
“Black Widow.” The series also
introduces a new fan favorite from
the comics, Maya Lopez (Alaqua
Cox), a.k.a. Echo.
Some gumshoe detective work,
thrills, splendid hand-to-hand combat and plenty of humor help the
time go by. But the whole experience meanders too much compared
to “WandaVision” and “Loki,”
which better spent their time.
Back to that Christmas theme,
“Hawkeye” is all in, from the
soundtrack to a car chase straight
through a bunch of Christmas trees
for sale. And, of course, Clint’s goal
to be home for Christmas just
brings it all together.
Even though Bruce Willis has
even claimed “Die Hard” is, in fact,
not a Christmas movie, the proof
seems quite clear. And “Hawkeye”
serves as a spiritual, thematic
sequel to that holiday special, best
remembered for what it is: a seasonal experience meant to invoke a
jovial “happy holidays.”

Bogie’s Liquor

Stock your
favorite beverages
this holiday season!
Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
photo by Niko Tavernise. © 2021 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

Ariana DeBose and David Alvarez portray Anita and Bernardo.

(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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54 students nominated for TV Awards

The
Television
Academy
Foundation announced nominees
for the 41st College Television
Awards on Dec. 8
The awards recognize excellence in student-produced programs from colleges nationwide
and the recipient of the $10,000
Loreen Arbus Focus on Disability
Scholarship.
The Academy nominated 54 students from 185 entries submitted
from 58 colleges and universities
nationwide. Designed to emulate
the Emmy Awards, student entries
are judged by Television Academy
members and three projects are
nominated in five categories.
Criteria for the College
Television Awards reflect industry
standards of excellence, imagination and innovation. Each winning
project will receive a $3,000 cash
prize. A full list of nominees is
available at televisionacademy.com.
This year’s Loreen Arbus Focus
on Disability Scholarhsip, which
recognizes a student-produced project that best portrays disability
issues, is titled “20 Over” by Taylor
University Students Chad Veal and
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“Stowaway” was nominated in the animation series category.

Brendan Wallace.
It profiles Indiana track athlete,
Noah Malone, who suffers from
Leber’s hereditary optic neuropathy and competes in the Paralympic
Games. Loreen Arbus is a two-time
Emmy nominee who holds the distinction of being the first woman to
head programming for a U.S. network, both at Showtime and Cable
Health Network/Lifetime, and is a
leading advocate for people with
disabilities.
Next year’s College Television
Awards ceremony and the summit

will be held on March 24-26.
The awards ceremony will be
held in conjunction with the
Foundation’s College Television
Summit, a three-day educational
event featuring panel discussions
with media-industry leaders.
Originally presented just for
College Television Awards nominees, the summit is now made
available virtually and free of
charge to media arts students across
the country.
Panels and panelists will be
announced in 2022.

Beatles interviews up for auction

Historic audio interviews of The
Beatles are being auctioned online
by the Voices of Classic Rock
Archive to the highest bidders as
digital NFT files through Dec. 10.
An NFT, or non-fungible token,
is a digital asset – whether music,
artwork or a trading card – that is
stored on the blockchain as a oneof-a-kind item.
The interviews, featuring John
Lennon, Paul McCartney, George
Harrison and Ringo Starr, have not
been heard in decades. The auction
represents the first time that NFTs
of rock music icon interviews are
being offered to the general public.
Voices of Classic Rock Archive
is home to 650 historic interviews
and radio shows featuring nearly
every major rock music icon from
1964 to 2008, including The
Rolling Stones, Elton John, Janis
Joplin, Foreigner and Queen.
The Voices of Classic Rock
archive chronicles more than four
decades of audio interviews with
the men and women who defined

the classic rock era.
The
four
Beatles
NFT
Interviews are titled “John Lennon
on ‘A Day in the Life,’” “Paul
McCartney on ‘Chaos and
Creation in the Backyard,’”
“George Harrison on ‘Abbey
Road’” and “Ringo Starr on ‘His
Lost Medallion.’”
“The extensive variety of
Beatles interviews that we have in
our collection are, perhaps, our
most comprehensive and valuable
assets – that is why we wanted to
launch with John, Paul, George
and Ringo – the ultimate classic
rock stars,” VOCR managing
director Jonathan Firstenberg said.
“… All of the interviews contained
with VOCR are unique, and, like
any other important and unique
object or artwork, they will continue to grow in rarity and value over
time.”
Each Beatles NFT will include
unique artwork and a WAV file of
the interview. Bidders can only use
Ethereum to make a bid because
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The Voices of Classic Rock are
auctioning historic interviews with
each of the four Beatles.

the NFTs will be minted on the
Ethereum blockchain.
To hear a portion of each of the
interviews currently up for auction
and to make a bid, visit
nft.vocr.org.

L.A. shelters offering free pet adoptions
MINI USA and Best Friends
Animal Society are partnering to
offer no-cost adoptions at Best
Friends locations across the country
from Dec. 10-12.
Best Friends and NKLA
Adoption Center will be open from
noon to 4 p.m. throughout the
weekend for potential adopters to
meet pets in person. Virtual
appointments are also available.
“Whatever life has in store, having a pet makes everything better.
Pets provide constant companionship while drastically reducing
stress, which many of us can really
appreciate these days,” said Julie
Castle, CEO at Best Friends Animal
Society. “The holidays are a great
time to adopt, and thanks to MINI,
we hope to get a record number of
dogs and cats into loving homes
this season.”
All pets from Best Friends are
spayed or neutered, vaccinated and
microchipped. Throughout the last
six months, shelters have had an
increased intake rate, resulting in

overcrowded shelters.
“According to our MINI Rules of
the Road, we believe in having a
co-pilot who’s ready for adventure,
whether human or furry,” MINI
USA brand communications manager RAH Mahtani said. “The
MINI community is very pet-

friendly, so we are proud to partner
with Best Friends Animal Society,
and we can’t think of a better way
to help support animal welfare than
by making it easier to adopt a pet in
need just in time for the holidays.”
For information, visit bestfriendsla.org.

Sylva Bezian, DDS
• General & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Full Mouth Reconstruction
• Periodontal Surgery, Maintenance and Treatment
• Clear and removable aligners to straighten teeth
• Extractions, Root Canals
• Dental Implants and Implant Restorations
• Full and Partial Removable Dentures
• Fixed Bridges, Fillings, Crowns
• Teeth Cleaning & Zoom in Office Whitening
Voted Top Dentist In Los Angeles
• Emergency Dentistry
2018-2020
Each Patient is known by name not a number
Yelp 5 Star rating
USC Dental School Graduate
Lifetime Member American
Dental Assoc., CA Dental Assoc.,
Los Angeles Dental Assoc.

Evening & Saturday Appts Available
Larchmont Medical Building
321 N. Larchmont Blvd. Ste 517, LA 90004

(323)957-5100 • www.sylvabeziandds.com

The BioInnovation Labs will provide students with research-grade
equipment.

LAUSD to open bioscience labs
The Los Angeles Unified
School District has approved
$205,000 to launch the South Los
Angeles BioInnovation Lab at 12
schools located in the Crenshaw
District in South Los Angeles.
The SOLA BioInnovation Lab
offers career pathway opportunities in bioscience through a partnership between the Los Angeles
City Council 10th District office,
Humanizing Education for
Equitable
Transformation
Community of Schools and
Biocom California Institute.
The lab will provide participating schools with researchgrade equipment, supplies and
cutting-edge professional development to accelerate bioscience
learning.
“We look forward to the partnership with Biocom California
Institute to support experiential
learning in the HEET Community
of Schools,” LAUSD board member George McKenna said. “The
opportunity to apply classroom

learning in real-time will only add
value for our students and their
learning outcomes.”
As part of the lab, students will
connect with life science experts
and industry professionals, participate in college and career readiness opportunities in bioscience
and gain access to hands-on project learning experiences, ranging
from sea urchin fertilization to
chromatography.
The program will launch in
January and run through August,
reaching approximately 1,400
Black and underrepresented elementary and secondary students
throughout South Los Angeles. The
schools comprise Tom Bradley
Elementary, Hillcrest Elementary,
42nd Street Elementary, 59th Street
Elementary,
74th
Street
Elementary, YES Academy,
Audubon Middle School, Mann
UCLA Community School, Dorsey
High School, Crenshaw High
School, View Park Preparatory and
Whitney Young High School.
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BHPD announces parolee’s arrest

Melrose camera system online

From page 1

From page 1

philanthropist and wife of music
producer Clarence Avant, was shot
at 2:23 a.m. on Dec. 1 at her home
in the 1100 block of Maytor Place.
She was taken to Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center, where she was pronounced dead, police said. Clarence
Avant was home when the shooting
occurred but was not injured. An
unarmed private security guard was
also at the residence and Maynor
allegedly fired a shot that missed
the guard, police said.
Stainbrook said a collaboration
between the BHPD and LAPD led
to the identification of the suspect
as allegedly being involved in the
murder of Avant. He said surveillance cameras, including cameras
operated by the city of Beverly
Hills, captured footage of a vehicle
allegedly driven by Maynor heading east out of the city shortly after
the shooting. Hollywood Division
personnel had been alerted about
the shooting in Beverly Hills and
notified the BHPD about Maynor’s
arrest. BHPD authorities went to
the Hollywood Division and collected evidence, including the gun.
Stainbrook said the gun was the
same caliber as the one used in
Avant’s murder. Ballistic testing
will be used to confirm whether or
not is it the same weapon.
“Our focus now has transitioned
from finding a suspect to a continuing investigation that will lead to
a
successful
prosecution,”
Stainbrook said on Dec. 2. “Mrs.
Avant’s death is an incredible loss
for our community. Our department has been in contact with the
Avant family and we continue to
offer our support.”
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Beverly Hills Police Department Chief Mark Stainbrook, right, and Lt.
Giovanni Trejo announced the arrest of a suspect in the shooting of
Jacqueline Avant.

Stainbrook said Maynor has an
extensive criminal record and was
on parole. Maynor was released
from prison in September after
serving four years for seconddegree robbery. He was also previously convicted of robbery in
2013.
Stainbrook said it remains under
investigation if the suspect targeted Avant’s residence or randomly
chose the location. The police
chief said detectives are working
to put together a timeline of
Maynor’s whereabouts prior to the
shooting. Authorities also have
custody of the vehicle Maynor was
driving.
“The evidence thus far shows
that only one suspect was involved
in the crime and the motive

remains under investigation,”
Stainbrook said.
Chow said officers found evidence that a burglary had occurred
at the scene in the Hollywood Hills
and evidence that the suspect shot
himself in the foot. Stainbrook did
not know if the gun was stolen and
had no further information about
how Maynor acquired the firearm.
The police chief stressed that
Beverly Hills remains safe.
“To the Beverly Hills community, let me reassure you, this is one
of the most protected and patrolled
cities in the world,” he added.
“Crimes of any kind will not be tolerated here. Let this be a message
to anyone thinking of committing a
crime in Beverly Hills, you will be
caught and brought to justice.”

L.A. County officials appoint director of aging, services
Los Angeles County officials on
Dec. 6 announced the appointment
of Ms. Laura Trejo as the executive
director of aging and community
services for the L.A. County
Department
of
Workforce
Development,
Aging
and
Community Services.
The appointment of Trejo is part
of the L.A. County Board of
Supervisors’ vision to create a new
department of aging and community services by Fall 2022. At that
time, L.A. County will also create a
new department dedicated to economic and workforce development.
“[Trejo’s] years of experience at
the city of Los Angeles’
Department of Aging, combined
with her wealth of knowledge on
issues that most affect older adults,
will be instrumental in the county’s
efforts to streamline programs and
enact meaningful initiatives

towards the quality of life advancement for this population which is
often forgotten,” said Supervisor
Hilda L. Solis, 1st District.
Trejo will oversee the newly created aging and community services
department under the WDACS
umbrella. The new branch will be
responsible for the administration
of older adult services, adult protective services and management of
the county’s community and senior
centers.
She has more than 36 years of
experience serving the older residents of L.A. County. As the general manager for Los Angeles’
Department of Aging, Trejo partnered with the county to establish
and lead Purposeful Aging L.A.
From 1985 to 2002, Trejo was the
district chief for the L.A. County
Department of Mental Health,
where she led countywide older

adult programs.
In June, the county established a
team to develop and lead the
phased approach to creating these
two new departments by fall 2022.
“Between 2000 and 2030, L.A.
County will see its older adult population double,” Supervisor Sheila
Kuehl, 3rd District, said. “In just
eight years, one in every five county residents will be 65 or older. The
county’s Department of Aging and
Community Services is tasked with
anticipating and meeting the needs
of these county residents. I’m so
glad that we found just the right
leader, Laura Trejo, who has had
decades of experience serving our
aging population, and brings an
understanding that this new department represents an historic commitment by the county to our ‘silver population’ for generations to
come.”

LADWP stresses water conservation

ask that you look around your home
and place of work to see if you can
cut back your use even further. For
those who have not yet reduced their
use and aren’t following the city’s
mandatory water conservation ordinance, now is the time to comply.
We need every single LADWP customer to step up and take action as
we face a third dry year and serious
drought.”
Since 2009, LADWP has
remained at Phase 2 of the city’s
Water Conservation Ordinance,
which limits outdoor watering to
three days a week, along with other
prohibited uses of water. As water
supply conditions continue to develop, LADWP may take further steps
to mandate conservation, including
further limiting outdoor watering.
For information, visit ladwp.com.

In response to California’s
announcement of an initial 0% allocation of water from the State Water
Project, the Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power is alerting customers to the severity of the water
shortage that the state is facing and
urging them to take immediate steps
to reduce their water use.
LADWP receives a significant
portion of its annual water supply
from the Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California. Through
MWD, LADWP receives an average of 40% of its water supply from
the SWP via the California
Aqueduct and, in dry years, can
receive approximately 60%.
The initial 0% allocation from the

state is just the latest in a series of
actions taken due to two years of dry
conditions and to prepare for a third.
Gov. Gavin Newsom declared a
statewide drought emergency in
October, and MWD announced a
regional drought emergency in
November.
“We want to stress to our residents, businesses large and small,
and industrial customers, the dire situation we are now facing as a result
of two consecutive dry years, and
that by further conserving water
now, they can make a big difference,” said Anselmo Collins, head of
LADWP’s Water System. “For
those who are already vigilant in
conserving water, we thank you and

we can achieve when we work
together to find unique and forward thinking solutions.”
Melrose Action has raised just
over $30,000 for the cameras,
including the $10,000 provided
by Koretz and $10,000 donated
by Moti Gamburd, CEO of
Raya’s Paradise, a boutique residential care community for
seniors with locations in the
Melrose District and West
Hollywood. The remainder of the
funds were generated through a
GoFundMe campaign. The goal
is to raise $35,000 to expand the
program further, and people can
still
donate
by
visiting
gofundme.com/melroseaction,
Nichols said.
“I ask that community members all over Los Angeles get into
action against violence and
crimes,” he added. “That’s our
message here [with what] we’re
doing in the Melrose District. We
cannot allow what some want us
to believe has normalized the
abnormal, succeed. There’s too
much at stake, and if we all give
in and give up, we all know what
the results of that will be.”
Gamburd said previously he
was happy to help by making the
$10,000 donation.
“It’s gotten to the point where
people don’t feel safe. It never
used to be like that,” Gamburd
said. “A neighbor came to me and
told me about the cameras, and I
said, ‘I’ll give them $10,000.
Let’s do anything we can to
improve the community and keep
people safe.’ I thought it would
be good for the community, good
for me and good for my neighbors.”
Melrose Action contracted
with the company Flock Safety
on the camera project. Flock
Safety’s vice president of marketing Josh Thomas said the cameras record footage that is routed
to Melrose Action, which in turn
shares it with the LAPD. The
cameras’ ability to record license
plate numbers will be helpful in
tracking down suspects, LAPD
officials said.
“We are so thankful for the participation of the community in
partnership with the Los Angeles
Police Department, Council
member Koretz, Melrose Action
and the Melrose BID for not only
providing monetary support, but
their support being our eyes and
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Melrose Action co-founder Peter
Nichols, left, was joined by Los
Angeles City Councilman Paul
Koretz, 5th District, on Dec. 7.

ears and having these cameras
installed,” said Capt. Sonia
Monico, commanding officer of
the LAPD’s Wilshire Division.
“Video has been instrumental in
solving a lot of our cases. The
Los Angeles Police Department
is very appreciative of all the
action of the community and the
leaders in the area to assist us in
reducing our crime numbers.”
Monico said the cameras will
be a component of a larger effort
to keep the Melrose District safe.
She said many different police
units have been deployed in the
area since late last summer to
reduce crime, including vehicle,
bicycle and foot patrols, as well
as undercover operations and the
LAPD’s Mounted Unit, which
patrols on horseback. She said no
robberies were reported in the
Melrose District during the past
week.
Nichols added that it appears
the additional police presence is
paying off in keeping the community safe and he hopes it continues. More of the cameras will
be installed throughout the area
in the coming weeks.
Pierson Blaetz, a board member of the Melrose Business
Improvement District and cofounder of the Greenway Arts
Alliance and Melrose Trading
Post at Fairfax High School, said
he believes the cameras will
improve safety.
“For me, it’s one more tool we
can use,” Blaetz said. “And, it
helps me follow through on a
promise that I make to the families who are coming here, that
they are coming to a safe place.”

Gov. urges residents to shop local
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Gov. Gavin Newsom and First Partner Jennifer Siebel Newsom on
Dec. 2 encouraged Californians to shop local for the holidays.
“California’s small businesses are the backbone of our economy, creating over two-thirds of our jobs and supporting our nation-leading recovery,” the governor said. “We ask that everyone support the small businesses at the heart of our diverse and vibrant neighborhoods and spread
holiday joy throughout their communities by shopping for gifts locally.”
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Tar Pits redesign process begins
From page 1
the Tar Bar.
A main portion of the redesign
includes the addition of a new
Exhibition Building, which will
expand the museum’s exhibition
space and serve as a setting for programs, theater performances and
films. The proposed plan nearly
doubles the museum’s research and
collections space, Chiappe said.
Additionally, the atrium in the
current museum building will be
renovated to accommodate a new
fossil lab for scientific research and
a community science lab to allow
visitors to gain hands-on experience with microfossils. Chiappe
said the new space will allow
approximately 350% more fossil
storage than the current configuration.
The buildings will be constructed
with large glass panels that allow
guests to see exhibits from outside.
At night, the panels will be activated with projections of animals that

roamed the Earth thousands of
years ago.
“This plan is not just about buildings,” Chiappe said. “It is about
advancing our ability to develop the
next generation of scientists and to
make critical discoveries about the
Tar Pits and about climate change
and biodiversity moving forward.”
Additionally, a shaded outdoor
classroom will be added at Pit 91,
where scientists conduct new digs
throughout the summer. Guests will
be able to view the site from above
and share in real-time scientific discoveries that are happening beneath
their feet.
Though new buildings will be
added, president and director of the
Natural History Museums of Los
Angeles County Lori BettisonVarga said it was important to preserve the community’s public green
space, because the campus is often
used as a park by nearby residents.
New public amenities will

include picnic areas, playgrounds,
spaces for bird watching and a
potential dog park. The grass
slopes, which children “so often
like to roll down,” will remain,
Bettison-Varga said.
“Living here, we all know that
open space is rare and valuable,”
she said. “This is why it’s important
to keep the site open and accessible
to all.”
Preliminary designs for the property included an underground parking structure, though Chiappe said
that idea has since been dropped
due to cost. Parking will remain in
its current location, and Chiappe
said more people can visit the
museum with public transportation
after the Purple Line Extension
subway project is complete.
Museum officials hope the renovations will be complete by the
2028 Summer Olympics in Los
Angeles. Alongside the new
Academy Museum of Motion
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The museum’s atrium will be renovated to house a new fossil lab.

Pictures and renovations at the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art,
Bettison-Varga said she’s excited to
bring another revamped museum to
the Miracle Mile.
“There’s no doubt that the
Miracle Mile is poised to be a buck-

et list destination like it’s never
been,” she said.
The master plan will undergo a
public review process throughout
2022, which will allow ample
opportunities for public engagement, Bettison-Varga said.

Gardens proposal critiqued by City Council

Beautification projects approved
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part of the residents, who support
the mission, but they don’t support
this approach,” he added.
Mayor Robert Wunderlich
directed city staff to outline the
council’s objections to the proposal and prepare to communicate
those concerns to the county.
According to the staff report, the
notice of preparation review period for the supplemental EIR continues through Dec. 16. Written
comments can be submitted to
jyom@parks.lacounty.gov.
The staff report states that the
county expects the draft SEIR to
be ready by April, with the final
document becoming publicly
available in August.

The Los Angeles Board of Public
Works has unanimously approved
the recommendations of the city’s
Office of Community Beautification
and Keep Los Angeles Beautiful to
award funding for 14 neighborhood
beautification projects as part of the
Beautify LA Grant program.
Pending final permit approvals on
select projects, matching grants in
the amount of $2,500 each will be
awarded to the Mid-City West
Neighborhood Council for its
Rosewood Gardens Mural Project in
Council Paul Koretz’s 5th District.
In Councilman Mitch O’Farrell’s
13th District, the board approved
three projects: Beautify Thai Town
submitted by the Thai Community
Development Center, the OWN
Community Garden shed construction submitted by One World One
Nation and the L.A. River
Stewardship Memorial submitted
by
the
Atwater
Village
Neighborhood Council.
Bronson Canyon Traffic Circle
landscaping, submitted by The
Oaks and Bronson Canyon
Improvement Fund, was approved
in Councilwoman Nithya Raman’s
4th District.
“We are committed to enhancing
the quality of life for Angelenos.
The Beautify LA Grant program is
an opportunity to ask community
groups to join us in our mission of
beautifying and improving our
neighborhoods,” said Board of
Public Works Vice President and
KLAB chair Aura Garcia. “Our call
to action was met with an exciting
response. I look forward to seeing
our communities enjoy the completed projects and continuing this
program in the future.”

and then develop solutions which
make the most sense. For Karen, it’s
always about the work.”
Huerta said Bass is a builder of
multi-ethnic and multi-generational
coalitions that stand the test of time.
“She’s brought together Blacks
and Latinos and Asians and
Whites,” Huerta added. “The legacies of her coalitions have had real
impacts on health care, jobs and
human rights in Los Angeles and
beyond. She will do the same as
mayor. She has been able to get
results throughout her life by being a
steady, patient leader who cultivates
mutual respect through honesty and
strength. I’m proud to support her in
this fight.”

Huerta is the founder and president of the Dolores Huerta
Foundation, which works to inspire
and organize communities to build
volunteer organizations empowered
to pursue social justice. In the 1960s,
she co-founded the National Farm
Workers Association (later United
Farm Workers of America, more
commonly referred to as UFW) and
was a leader on many high-profile
national actions, including the
Delano grape strike, which Bass participated in as a teenager.
Huerta has been awarded the U.S.
Presidential Eleanor Roosevelt
Award for Human Rights and the
Presidential Medal of Freedom from
President Barack Obama.

brought the issue to the council for
direction. Council members unanimously sided with the concerned
residents, who support the mission
of the gardens but not such a dramatic expansion of its operations.
“A six-fold increase in the number of events just seems way out of
line,”
Councilman
Lester
Friedman said. “Way out of line.”
Friedman suggested that City
Attorney Larry Weiner look into
the proposal further and send a letter to the county outlining its position. The councilman said L.A.
County is attempting to turn the
gardens into a “commercial enterprise.”
“I am whole-heartedly against
anything like that,” he added.
Weiner said the city is responsible for providing police and fire
services to the estate, as well as
enforcing parking restrictions.
Councilman Julian Gold said
the proposal was “outrageous” and
suggested that the city restrict
parking on every street surrounding the estate. He said the city had
previously had an opportunity to
acquire the property and suggested
doing so if the city is presented
with the chance again.
“I think we should take every
step we can to make sure that the
county hears our residents’ concerns about this,” Gold added.
“That said, I think, simultaneously,
we need to be developing a plan if
in fact the county goes ahead and
does this.”
Councilman John Mirisch
agreed with Friedman in that the
council needs to know more about
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Los Angeles County officials are looking to expand the operations at
Virginia Robinson Gardens to allow up to 200 visitors per day.

the origin of the proposal and how
it reached this part of the process
without input from the council or
residents.
“I understand that there is a
desire to give more people access
to the beauty and history of
Virginia Robinson Gardens and
the house, which is a treasure,” he
said. “But parties, events, commercial uses – that’s really going
overboard, I think.”
Mirisch said the county needs to
“go back to the drawing board”
and determine a way to allow
more public access to the estate
while retaining the support of its
neighbors.
“I think there is goodwill on the

Rep. Bass receives endorsements
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank) on Dec. 2 endorsed U.S.
Rep. Karen Bass (D-Los Angeles) to
serve as the next mayor of Los
Angeles.
“Los Angeles needs a leader who
can bring people together and create
a stronger, safer and more equitable
city for everyone. That person is my
friend and colleague, Karen Bass,”
Schiff said. “I’m proud to endorse
Karen because I’ve seen firsthand
her talent at organizing, mobilizing
and confronting the challenges of
housing and homelessness, health
care and climate change. Karen will

be an exceptional mayor for our
great city.”
On Dec. 6, labor and civil rights
leader Dolores Huerta endorsed
Bass as well.
“Karen is uniquely positioned to
be the leader that Los Angeles needs
right now as it confronts the homelessness crisis,” Huerta said. “I’ve
known Karen and her work for
decades. When she’s faced with a
challenge or crisis, she does what
good organizers always do when
they work in service to others – they
bring people together, find common
ground by listening to the people

Other project approved include
the Footbridge Square Laurel
Canyon/Valleyheart Media landscaping project submitted by the
Footbridge Square Neighborhood
Watch, the Beautifying the L.A.
River Bike Path Along the
Headwaters project submitted by
L.A. River Walkers and Watchers
and the Washington Transit
Corridor Beautification artistic banners projects submitted by the MidCity Neighborhood Council,
among others.
A total of 52 applications were
received during the first round of
the grant program. Following an
evaluation of initial project ideas,
26 applicants were invited to the
proposal round with 19 groups submitting full proposals resulting in
the selection of 14 project finalists.
“Through the Beautify LA Grant,
we connected with many local
groups and have shared resources
with all applicants to help move
their project ideas forward. We
hope this encourages even more
people to improve their communities,” said Paul Racs, director of the
Office
of
Community
Beautification.
The Beautify LA Grant program
is intended to engage, educate and
empower individuals to take personal action to improve their neighborhoods, foster new partnerships
and build community pride.
Finalists are required to match a
minimum of 25% of the grant
amount through contributions
including outside funds, discounts
or donations of professional services or materials and supplies and
general volunteer time.
The Beautify LA Grant program
will launch its second cycle in
2022.
For information, visit laocb.org.
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