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Looking back on a year of perseverance
By edwin folven
Pandemic-related uncertainty
was ever-present in Beverly Hills,
West Hollywood and Los Angeles
in 2021, but resiliency and perseverance prevailed as residents,
business owners, neighborhood
leaders and civic officials banded

together to restore normalcy in the
local community.
In stark contrast to 2020, when
lockdowns and quarantines were in
effect for most of the year, 2021
ushered in a period of new beginnings. Although the year started –
and is now ending – with a coronavirus surge, it was filled with
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The Academy Museum of Motion Pictures opened on Sept. 30.

reopenings and opportunities that
were desperately missed during the
previous 365 days. Attending
school and working from home
gave way to in-person gatherings
on campuses and in offices and
businesses throughout the community. With vaccination rates at nearly 75% countywide, according to
the
Los
Angeles
County
Department of Public Health, a
sense of optimism for a brighter
future remains despite challenges
that will undoubtedly occur in the
days and weeks ahead.
Beverly Hills
Beverly Hills remained in a state
of constant change during the past
year, while maintaining its foundational character and reputation as a
world-class retail and cultural destination. As was the case for the
entire region, Beverly Hills
expanded outdoor dining in early
January when the state of
California eased restrictions,
extending it to restaurants on
Canon Drive.
The Beverly Hills City Council
also made headlines in February
when it approved a June 2022 ballot measure to enact term limits.
Voters will decide whether council
members should be limited to three,
four-year terms. A controversial
provision to extend term limits
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Former Los Angeles City Councilman Tom LaBonge died on Jan. 7.

retroactively
was
included.
Councilman John Mirisch is in his
third term, which ends in 2022.
Mayor Robert Wunderlich and
Councilman Lester Friedman are in
their first terms, which also end in
2022. Vice Mayor Lili Bosse and
Councilman Julian Gold are in their
third terms, which end in 2024.
By March, the availability of
vaccinations expanded, and the
Beverly Hills Unified School
District formulated plans for hybrid
in-person and at-home classes.

Students in transitional kindergarten through second grade
returned on March 8, while students in third through fifth grade
started classes on March 9. Beverly
Hills High School and Beverly
Vista Middle School reopened on
March 15.
Increases in crime occurred in
cities throughout the nation in
2021, and Beverly Hills was not
immune. On March 4, armed robbery suspects targeted a man dining
See 2021 page 21

Suspect in philanthropist’s Bradbury back in step for Rose Parade
band director
murder pleads not guilty to BHHS
march alongside
n

By edwin folven

The 29-year-old man accused
of
killing
philanthropist
Jacqueline Avant in her Trousdale
Estates home pleaded not guilty
on Dec. 16 to multiple felony
charges including murder,
attempted murder and being a
felon in possession of a firearm.
The defendant, Aariel Maynor, is
also charged with two counts of
residential burglary with a person
present.
Maynor remains in custody
without bail at the Twin Towers
Correctional Facility in downtown Los Angeles. He allegedly
shot and killed Avant, 81, on Dec.
1 during what police said was a
burglary at her home in the 1100
block of Maytor Place. She was
married to music producer
Clarence Avant, who was home
when the shooting occurred but
was not injured.
Maynor was arrested after
allegedly committing another
burglary in the Hollywood Hills a
little more than hour after Avant
was shot. Authorities said the suspect accidentally shot himself in

the foot during the second burglary. Los Angeles Police
Department officers found
Maynor hiding in the backyard of
a residence in the 6000 block of
Graciosa Drive and took him into
custody. Beverly Hills Police
Department officials were notified about Maynor’s arrest and
assumed responsibility for investigating the crimes at both locations.
BHPD Chief Mark Stainbrook
announced the arrest of Maynor
on Dec. 2. He said cameras operated by the city of Beverly Hills
captured footage of Maynor driving eastbound out of the city
shortly after the murder. An AR15-style rifle believed to be the
gun used in Avant’s murder was
recovered at the scene of the second burglary. The charges against
Maynor include the special allegation that he used an assault
weapon during the crimes.
Stainbrook described Maynor
as a parolee with an extensive
criminal history that includes
prior convictions for burglary.
Maynor is scheduled to appear in
court next on Jan. 19.

foundation’s float
By AAron Blevins
Marching down Colorado
Boulevard in the 133rd Rose
Parade in Pasadena on New Year’s
Day will be Beverly Hills High
School band director Bill Bradbury,
who will join the parade’s first-ever
band of band directors.
Bradbury, 61, will play the sousaphone in a marching band that will
accompany the Michael D. Sewell
Memorial Foundation’s “Saluting
America’s Band Directors” float.
Approximately 300 individuals representing all 50 states and Mexico
are expected to perform.
“To my knowledge, I don’t know
if an all-band directors band has
ever been put together before,”
Bradbury said. “I think this is a
really unique occasion.”
The foundation honors the late
Michael Sewell, a longtime band
director in Pickerington, Ohio. It
sponsors The Tournament of Roses
Michael D. Sewell Service
Through Music Award, which was
created in 2018 to honor a partici-
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Beverly Hills High School band director Bill Bradbury, left, will march in
the 133rd Rose Parade on Dec. 1.

pating Rose Parade band each year
that best exemplifies a commitment
to community service.
“The greatest gift you can give
someone is your time,” Sewell
always told his students, according
to the foundation.
Bradbury does not have a personal connection to the organization,
but he is excited to participate. He’s
played the sousaphone in the
parade before, as a UCLA student
representing his alma mater,
Huntington Beach High School.
The band director said much has

changed since then, and that he has
a new perspective of the event, having directed Beverly Hills High
School bands in other parades.
“I think the Rose Parade is probably up there with Macy’s, if not a
little bit more prestigious,”
Bradbury added.
His participation has required
plenty of preparation. Bradbury
said he began training at the beginning of November and continued
through the high school’s winter
recess.
See Band page 22
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Authorities respond to recent
surge in COVID-19 cases

The Los Angeles County
Department of Health Services has
expanded the county’s free COVID19 testing services amidst holiday
demand. The expansion includes the
relaunching of the Holiday Home
Test Collection Program with new
guidelines to reach more people and
make it easier to get tested.
“L.A. County residents are doing
right by getting tested as a precaution
before gathering, if they have been
exposed and at the first sign of symptoms,” said Dr. Christina Ghaly,
director of Los Angeles County
Department of Health Services.
“Getting tested and isolating as needed plays a vital role in our collective
fight against the current holiday
surge, we encourage anyone –
including those who are vaccinated –
to get tested if they believe they have
been exposed or are experiencing
symptoms. We will continue to
closely monitor testing needs and
adjust capacity as needed in the coming weeks.”
The expansion includes extended
hours of operation at sites across the
county, additional mobile testing
units in hard-hit areas and additional
week and weekend dates as of Dec.
24.
For
information,
visit
covid19.lacounty.gov/testing.
The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health on Dec.
28 reported continued high case
numbers along with rising hospitalizations. Test positivity has more
than tripled since mid-December,
indicating surging transmission
across the county.
“The Los Angeles County Public
Health Department director has
noted that we may be looking at case
numbers we have never seen

Founded 1946

8444 WILSHIRE BLVD.
4TH FLOOR
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90211
(323)933-5518
BEVERLYPRESS.COM
MAILING ADDRESS:
P.O. BOX 36036
LOS ANGELES, CA 90036

Michael Villalpando
PUBLISHER
Karen Villalpando
EDITOR & PUBLISHER
Edwin Folven
editor@beverlypress.com
EDITOR
Aaron Blevins
aaron@beverlypress.com
REPORTER
Lionel Ochoa
GRAPHIC ARTIST
Cameron Kiszla
Jill Weinlein,
Tim Posada,
Rebecca Villalpando,

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
The Beverly Press and Park Labrea News are
weekly newspapers, published on Thursdays. Mail
subscription is $120 annually. Decreed newspapers of general circulation, entitled to publish legal
advertising, Feb. 10, 1960 by Superior Court
Order No 736637. Decreed newspapers of general
circulation, entitled to publish legal advertising in
the City of Beverly Hills and the County of Los
Angeles, Dec. 22, 2020 by Superior Court Case
Number 19STCP04891. Government Code 6008.

before,” West Hollywood Mayor
Lauren Meister said. “The best protection we have against COVID-19
infection is to get vaccinated, get
boosted and be vigilant in testing and
in mask use. Very high case numbers
across the region may impact our
health care system if additional people require hospitalization and it’s up
to all of us to do what we can to take
steps to safeguard our health and one
another.”
Although the hope is that Omicron
symptoms are milder, the current rise
in hospitalizations is a cause for concern. Hospitalizations have increased
by 30% since Dec. 21.
On Dec. 28, the health department
reported 9,473 new COVID-19
cases (1,632,893 cases to date)and
22 new deaths. Approximately 1,000
individuals were hospitalized as of
Dec. 28.
The department also identified
292 cases among L.A. County
healthcare workers during the week
of Dec. 18, an increase of 26% from
the previous week. Meanwhile, 46%
of hospitals in the county were
reporting staffing shortages, compared with 20% at the outset of last
winter’s case surge, which is occurring statewide.
“California is now seeing nearly
15,000 new COVID-19 cases every
day, a five-fold growth in just one
month,” Sen. Dianne Feinstein (DCalif.) said. “And hotspots like Los
Angeles are seeing even faster
spread, with new cases up 450% in
just two weeks. Those numbers are
expected to climb – experts warn that
infections and hospitalizations could
increase dramatically following holiday travel and family gatherings. I
can’t stress enough the need to wear
masks and avoid large public gatherings as this disease once again
surges. It’s critical that we continue
to follow public health guidelines,
which we know help limit transmission of this disease.
“For those who haven’t been vaccinated or received a booster shot,
the time to act is now. With the rapid
increase in cases, the potential to
become infected and further spread
the omicron variant is incredibly
high. Two-thirds of Californians are
fully vaccinated, but that number
needs to rise.”

WeHo advises
about holiday
recycling

The city of West Hollywood
reminding residents about end-ofyear trash and recycling.
The city’s solid waste hauler,
Athens Services, will not pick up of
trash on New Year’s Day, Saturday,
Jan. 1. Services will be provided
one day later than the regular scheduled pickup day.
Holiday trees are recyclable.
Athens Services will collect holiday
trees on normal pickup days
through Friday, Jan. 7. Remove
stands, ornaments, lights and tinsel
and place holiday trees at the curb.
Trees over 6 feet in length must be
cut in half. Trees with flocking and
fire retardants are acceptable. Do
not leave trees in a plastic bag.
For information and to arrange
extra trash and recycling services,
please contact Athens Services’
Customer Service Office at
(888)336-6100.

CALENDAR
Cinelounge

Cinelounge Theatres is showing
“iGilbert,” “The Lost Daughter” and
“Nightmare Alley” from Friday,
Dec. 31, through Thursday, Jan. 6.
Adrian Martinez’s “iGilbert” is a
drama about the battle for human
connection in an increasingly digital
and disconnected world. “The Lost
Daughter” by Maggie Gyllenhaal is
a seemingly serene story of a
woman’s pleasant rediscovery of
herself that turns into a story about
her confrontation with an unsettled
past. Guillermo del Toro’s
“Nightmare Alley” follows an ambitious carny with a talent for manipulating people who hooks up with a
female psychiatrist who is even
more dangerous than himself.
Showtimes vary; see schedule.
Tickets are $13. Cinelounge Sunset,
6464 Sunset Blvd.; Cinelounge
Outdoors, 1625 N. Las Palmas Ave.
(323)924-1644, cineloungehollywood.com.

LACMA virtual
storytime

In celebration of the Obama
Portraits Tour at LACMA, join a

virtual reading of
“Of Thee I Sing:
A Letter to My
Daughters
by
Barack Obama”
on Sunday, Jan.
2, from noon to 2
p.m., via Zoom.
The program is
part of LACMA’s Family Sundays
Virtual Storytime series. Dedicated
to the former president’s daughters,
the book is a tribute to iconic figures
throughout American history.
Admission is free but reservations
are required. To register, visit
lacma.org/event/family-sundaysvirtual-storytime.

‘Great Clarinet
Trios’

Chamber music lovers won’t want
to miss the LA Phil’s “Great
Clarinet Trios” program on Tuesday,
Jan. 4, at 8 p.m. The performance
features LA Phil musicians Denis
Bouriakov,
flute;
Boris
Allakhverdyan, clarinet; Alin
Melik-Adamyan, piano; Johnny
Lee, violin; Andrew Lowy, clarinet;
Joanne Pearce Martin, piano; Burt
Hara, clarinet; Gloria Lum, cello;

and
Norman
Krieger, piano.
Works by SaintSaens, Bartok
and Brahms will
be performed.
Tickets start at
$20. 111 S.
Grand
Ave.
laphil.com/events/performances/14
55/2022-01-04/great-clarinet-trios.

Dance films

The Dance Camera West Film
Festival returns from Thursday, Jan. 6,
through Saturday, Jan. 8, at 8 p.m. at
Theatre Raymond Kabbaz. Enjoy an
exclusive set of international dance
films that connects cultures.
Each film focuses on different
disciplines of
dance, choreography and cinematography, or
all three together. Artist conversations, and wine and
cheese tastings at intermission are
included. Daily general admission is
$15; $30 for the entire festival. 10361
W. Pico Blvd. (310)286-0553, trkdcwintldance.eventive.org.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
The Council of the City of Beverly Hills, at its regular meeting to be held on Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at 7:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, will hold a public hearing to consider:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS EXTENDING URGENCY ORDINANCE
NO. 21-O-2853 TO PROVIDE OBJECTIVE STANDARDS FOR SENATE BILL 9 PROJECTS IN
SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONES
The proposed ordinance would extend Interim Urgency Ordinance No. 21-O-2853 for an additional ten (10) month and
fifteen (15) day period, pursuant to Government Code Section 65858. The interim urgency ordinance established objective
development standards for residential developments in the single-family zones constructed pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 9.
If the City Council decides to extend the interim urgency ordinance, it will be active for a one year period in total, which
will provide additional time to study the effects of enacting such regulations, and to provide an opportunity to discuss
whether such regulations should be considered for permanent adoption. The staff report for the December 7, 2021 City
Council meeting describes the contents of Urgency Ordinance No. 21-O-2853, and is available on the City’s website.
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
The draft ordinance has been assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria contained in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.), the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code
of Regulations, Title 14, Sections 15000 et seq.), and the environmental regulations of the City. Upon review, the ordinance
does not appear to be considered a project under CEQA, and it can be seen with certainty that there is no potential for such
ordinance to have a significant adverse effect on the environment. This is because the draft ordinance does not authorize
construction and consists of additional regulations on future development, which will be treated ministerially pursuant to
the stipulations of SB 9.
HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e)(3), members of the Beverly Hills City Council and staff may participate in
this meeting via teleconference/video conference. In the interest of maintaining appropriate social distancing, members of
the public can access City Council meetings telephonically, through live webcast, and BHTV Channel 10 on Spectrum
Cable.
To submit Audio/Oral comments during the hearing call: (310) 288-2288, to submit written comments please email: cityclerk@beverlyhills.org, to submit video comments (during public comment only) use https://beverlyhillsorg.zoom.us/my/bevpublic (passcode: 90210). To Watch Video Live use http://beverlyhills.org/live or On-Demand use
http://beverlyhills.org/citycouncilmeetings.
It is recommended that public written comments be submitted to the City Clerk’s office by 12:00 p.m. on the meeting date.
Public comments will also be taken during the meeting when the topic is being reviewed by the City Council. Written comments should identify the Agenda Item Number or Topic in the subject line of the email. Written comments will be allowed
with a maximum of 350 words, which corresponds to approximately 3 minutes of speaking time. If a comment is received
after the agenda item is heard, it will not be a part of the record. Public comment via video conference will be 3 minutes per
each individual comment, subject to City Council discretion.
Any interested person may participate in the meeting and be heard or present written comments to the City Council. According to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge the Council’s action in court, you may be limited to raising
only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence
delivered to the City, either at or prior to the public hearing.
If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Chloe Chen, Associate Planner in the Planning Division at
(310) 285-1194, or by email at cchen@beverlyhills.org. The case file, including a copy of the proposed urgency Ordinance,
is available for review by contacting the planner above. In addition, a staff report on this matter will be available at least ten
days in advance of the meeting date by contacting the planner above.
HUMA AHMED
City Clerk
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#BOOM! supports sober community on NYE
By AAron Blevins
New Year’s Eve celebrations are
often a reason for optimism, but for
the sober community, the holiday
can present a series of challenges that
can be overlooked by revelers who
don’t know any better.
I feel like I can say that definitively, having now experienced both
sides of holiday partying.
On May 10, I decided that I had
sunk low enough and quit alcohol
indefinitely. I looked awful, felt
worse and set sail on a journey of
sobriety without really knowing
what I was doing.
Following three days of agony, it
took very little time to recognize the
benefits of my lifestyle change,
which has helped make this process a
lot easier than I anticipated. I’ve
since determined that I would go at
least one full year without alcohol.
My hiatus would cover every pos-

sible drinking scenario: pool days,
Mother’s Day, concerts, shows, weddings, the Fourth of July, Father’s
Day, football season, Halloween,
Thanksgiving, basketball season,
Christmas, my birthday, St. Patrick’s
Day, Cinco de Mayo and then pool
days once again.
But, I hadn’t even considered New
Year’s Eve.
I had heard that holidays are rough
for the sober community, and now I
believe. My first as a sober person –
the Fourth of July – consisted of me
sitting in silence, secretly aggravated
by overwhelming thoughts about my
situation. It wasn’t so much that I
wanted a drink; I just felt dumb
around my family for letting my life
get to this point.
Halloween was tough, as I was the
only sober person at the function I
attended, but I’d become a little more
seasoned in my sobriety at that point.
Despite my progress, Christmas
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#BOOM! will be held virtually this year, beginning at 9:30 p.m.

Eve and Christmas were way more
difficult than I expected. As I was
working my way through that struggle, I was reminded that New Year’s
Eve was just a week away. Anxiety
ensued. What would I do? Even my
aunt who rarely drinks has margaritas on New Year’s; nowhere is safe.
But then, #BOOM!
I first heard about West
Hollywood’s sober NYE event several years ago, and my first thought
was, “lame.” Quitting drinking wasn’t even on my radar at the time, and
all things sober seemed depressing.
I maintained that way of thinking
until I grappled with my own sobriety. Even back in May, I scoffed at
sober events. I attended an
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting and
was put off by the whole ordeal.
However, I was still living the
sober life and trying to relearn how to
have fun, as difficult as that seemed
at the time. I had essentially become
a high school student again, eating
loads of ice cream, blowing money
in arcades and going to the movies as
regularly as COVID would allow.
My girlfriend showed me some
virtual AA meetings that were much
more my speed, and I have since
rethought my opinions on sober
events – hence my newfound fascination with West Hollywood’s
#BOOM!
Organized by the Institute for
Public Strategies’ West Hollywood
Project, which is funded by the Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health, the event has become
one of the largest New Year’s Eve
parties in the L.A. area, IPS prevention coordinator Dean Ambrosini
said.
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The #BOOM! New Year’s Eve party is typically among the largest in L.A.

However, this year’s event will be
virtual, which is unfortunate.
Ambrosini said it has been difficult
to translate such a shindig into a virtual space.
“But we’re doing our best, and it’s
going to be quite the event,” he said.
#BOOM! will begin at 9:30 p.m.
Dec. 31 and run through midnight.
There will be celebrity guests, music
videos, performances and a countdown to midnight. Drag musical
artist Salina EsTitties will host.
“The holiday season can be a particularly challenging time for people
with substance abuse or mental
health issues, let alone the additional
stress of the COVID pandemic,”
Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne said
in a city press release promoting the
event.
The event has been helpful for participants. Ambrosini would know.
Six years ago, he spent his first sober

New Year’s Eve volunteering at an
in-person #BOOM! celebration,
which led him to his current job.
“It was really [impactful],”
Ambrosini said. “Seeing that many
people gathered together, not drinking, it [had] an impact. …It’s an
amazing experience to be there and
be around people and realize that
they’re doing everything – within
reason – that most people are doing
at bars, but nobody’s drinking and
nobody notices and nobody cares
and not everybody’s in the sobriety
community. It’s something to be seen
in person, but we’re doing our best to
bring it down to the virtual space.”
Personally, I’m still undecided on
what I want to do to get through New
Year’s Eve, but it is a wonderful
relief to know that I have sober
options as I continue down this path.
For information, visit boomweho.com.
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Four suspects tied to Hollywood murder
n Defendants arrested

by Follow-Home
Task Force

By edwin folven
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The fire erupted in the duplex, which was boarded for security.

LAFD extinguishes blaze
in Fairfax District duplex

A fire damaged a vacant duplex on Dec. 26 at 831 N. Orange Grove
Ave. in the Fairfax District. The Los Angeles Fire Department
received a report of a fire at 5:53 p.m. and found flames inside the
front building, located in a residential neighborhood a block east of
Fairfax Avenue. Firefighters determined items left inside the empty
building were burning and extinguished the flames in approximately
20 minutes. No injuries were reported, and the cause remains under
investigation. Fire damage could be seen from the exterior as crews
secured the duplex on Dec. 29 by boarding windows and doors.

Police seek clues in assault
and robbery in Hollywood
Detectives with the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Hollywood
Division are investigating a robbery
on Dec. 28 in which a French bulldog was stolen.
The robbery occurred at approximately 7:30 a.m. as the victim was
walking his dog named Luca near
Shoreham and Weatherly drives. A
male passenger got out of a parked
black sedan, struck the victim in the
back of the head and stole the dog,
police said. The suspect returned to
the vehicle, which was driven by a
woman, and the two suspects fled.
The male suspect was described
as Black, in his early 20s, approximately 5 feet 9 inches tall and 165
pounds. He was wearing black
clothing and a red vest. The female
driver was Black, but no further
description was provided.
Anyone with information is
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Arrests have been made in a homicide that occurred in November outside the Bossa Nova restaurant on Sunset Boulevard.

leads the Follow-Home Task Force,
declined to provide specific details
about the arrests, including how the
suspects were identified and where
they lived. During searches of the
suspects’ residences, detectives
recovered a handgun, a replica
handgun, more than $30,000 in
cash, handbags, a Rolex watch,
gang paraphernalia and two vehicles allegedly used during the robbery and murder.
Sanders, Castillo and Singleton
are being held on bail in excess of
$2 million, while Saulsberry is
being held on $160,000 bail. All
four men have been arrested numerous times, according to Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department cus-

tody records.
Authorities have not announced
whether the suspects are allegedly
involved in any of the follow-home
robberies, which have occurred in
Hollywood and the Melrose
District, as well as downtown Los
Angeles and the San Fernando
Valley. Detectives believe the robberies are being committed by different groups of suspects who target
people leaving restaurants, nightclubs and luxury retail stores. Some
of the victims who were targeted
were wearing expensive jewelry
and driving luxury vehicles, police
said. Anyone with information is
urged to call the Follow-Home Task
Force at (213)486-6840.

WeHo stresses importance of crime prevention

The city of West Hollywood is
reminding residents and visitors to
remain vigilant about public safety
during the New Year’s weekend.
The city continues to be a safe
place to live, visit and work, but
photo courtesy of the LAPD
recent reports of crime increases
French bulldog named Luca was throughout the Los Angeles area
stolen from its owner during a rob- have prompted heightened awarebery on Dec. 28.
ness and concern. The West
Hollywood City Council has
increased the number of Block by
asked to contact Hollywood Block Security Ambassadors in
Division robbery detectives at
(213)972-2920. During weekends
and off-hours, call the LAPD’s hotline at (877)LAPD247.

City attorney receives grant
to combat impaired driving
The Los Angeles City Attorney’s
Office has been awarded a $912,050
Impaired Driving Prosecution Grant
from the California Office of Traffic
Safety to expand the Driving Under
the Influence of Drugs Unit.
In 2020, the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration
announced a 7.2% increase in fatal
vehicle collisions nationwide, and a
projected increase of 18.4% for the
first six months of 2021. Between
October 2020 and September 2021,
the Los Angeles City Attorney’s
office filed 5,228 cases involving
individuals allegedly driving under
the influence of drugs or alcohol, or a
combination of both.
“The stark increase in automobile
deaths makes it all the more imperative to save lives and reduce accidents
through increased enforcement of
alcohol and drug-impaired driving,”

The Los Angeles Police
Department announced the arrests
of four men on Dec. 21 in connection with a robbery and murder on
Nov. 23 in Hollywood.
The arrests were made in undisclosed locations in Los Angeles and
Fontana by members of the LAPD’s
Follow-Home Task Force and
SWAT team. The four suspects were
identified as Jayon Sanders, 21,
Abraham Castillo, 20, Tyree
Singleton, 20, and Joshua
Saulsberry, 21. The Los Angeles
County District Attorney’s Office
has charged Sanders, Castillo and
Singleton with murder, robbery and
attempted robbery. Saulsberry was
charged with one count of robbery.
The arrests and charges stem
from a homicide on Nov. 23 in
which a 23-year-old man was shot
and killed in the 7100 block of
Sunset Boulevard. The victim, Jose
Ruiz Gutierrez, was sitting in a
parked car with a woman outside
the Bossa Nova restaurant at
approximately 2 a.m. When the
woman exited the vehicle, she was
robbed at gunpoint by several men
who approached on foot, police
said. Gutierrez, who was also armed
with a gun, got out and tried to intervene when he was shot and killed by
one of the suspects. The female victim was not injured.
Investigators with the LAPD’s
Robbery-Homicide Division, which

Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer said. “This grant from OTS
supports this crucial work and sends
the strong message that our office is
committed to aggressively ensuring
that people who drink or do drugs
stay off the road. We deeply appreciate our great partnership with OTS.”
Funding from OTS’ Impaired
Driving Prosecution Grant will support staff members in Feuer’s office
who prosecute alcohol and drugimpaired driving cases. In addition to
managing cases, staff members work
with the Southern California Training
Network to share knowledge about
programs combatting drug-impaired
driving.
Feuer is reminding motorists about
the danger of driving impaired, particularly during trhe New Year’s
Even weekend. For information,
visit lacityattorney.org.

business districts during the holiday
season to promote enhanced community safety. The ambassadors
will have an expanded presence in
West Hollywood’s commercial districts through Monday, Jan. 3.
Block by Block Security
Ambassadors are deployed on bicycles on major streets, alleys, parking
lots and residential neighborhoods.
They work in collaboration with the
West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station.
The security ambassadors also pro-

vide an extra level of hospitality to
visitors .
The city of West Hollywood and
the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station are reminding people to stay
alert and remain aware of their surroundings. If you see something
suspicious, contact authorities.
During emergencies, call 911.
For information, call the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station at
(310)855-8850 and Block by Block
at (323)821-8604.
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Music makes miracles happen in Beverly Hills
n Treble Makers

mend minds through
melodies every week
By AAron Blevins
There is a certain magic that
happens every Tuesday in
Multipurpose Room B at the
Roxbury Community Center in
Beverly Hills. The old feel young
again. The introverted come alive.
Gloom becomes joy.
The catalyst is the Beverly Hills
Treble Makers, a group that is
actually up to a lot of good. It is a
product of Music Mends Minds, a
nonprofit organization that promotes the therapeutic nature of
music, especially for individuals
experiencing Alzheimer’s disease
or dementia.
In Beverly Hills, participants
sing, dance and play instruments,
and all are welcome.
“We have seen many experiences where people are pretty
much not engaged or just disaffected, [but when someone] puts a
microphone in their hands, they
remember how to sing. They’re up
there like Frank Sinatra, and it’s
Las Vegas,” Treble Makers cofounder Myra Lurie said. “Some of
these people have had the incredible ability to get up there and perform when they’re otherwise not
even able to recognize people and
families. It’s pretty awesome.”
Westwood
resident
Carol
Rosenstein started Music Mends
Minds and its inaugural band, The
5th Dementia, in August 2014 after
seeing first-hand how music can
benefit a person experiencing cognitive impairments.
Her husband, the late Irwin
Rosenstein, had been suffering
from Parkinson’s disease and
dementia and happened across a
piano while enrolled in the UCLA
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care
Program. He continued playing,
and it became clear that music was
helping his condition, Rosenstein
said.
“When I saw him playing the
piano in our home, I suddenly saw
a withered, old man resurrect like
he just got water and he was a
plant,” she said. “It literally

brought him back to life.”
Doctors confirmed what she was
witnessing: music was stimulating
her husband’s mind, resulting in
increased levels of energy and happiness. So, Rosenstein orchestrated a jam session.
“I put out a lot of phone calls,
and I called for a launch [of Music
Mends Minds],” she said. “Thirty
people came. Nobody knew each
other, and within 10 minutes, four
musical souls became brothers
joined at the hip. …That was the
beginning of The Fifth Dementia
band that took us global.”
Media outlets took notice, as did
Lurie, who was president of the
Rotary Club of Beverly Hills at the
time. Lurie thought it would be an
“amazing” opportunity for the
city’s elderly residents, some of
whom suffered from Alzheimer’s
and dementia.
“I also knew from my own personal experience with my beloved
later in-laws that music and
singing along with beautiful, recognizable songs was very therapeutic and very soothing for people in those situations,” she said.
Since Music Mends Minds was
established, several groups have
organized under its umbrella. The
majority are in California, but
groups have also been created in
Washington, New York and
Connecticut, as well as other countries.
Lurie and fellow Rotarian
Steven Weinglass launched Treble
Makers in February 2018. Lurie
said its weekly event is more of a
sing-a-long, although organizers
offer instruments to all attendees.
The multipurpose room offers a
projector, which displays the lyrics
to the songs the Treble Makers perform.
“The idea being that it is participatory, and everybody is able to be
a part of the band,” she added. “It’s
as interactive as we can make it.”
The Treble Makers resumed
their normal gatherings in midAugust after canceling sessions
during the pandemic. Participants
wear masks, and social distancing
is practiced. Although attendance
is down, Rosenstein said 40-50
individuals still participate.
Although the pandemic has

Notable Quotes

“ Failure is not an option.”
Apollos 13 Screenplay, 1995
William Broyles Jr. and Al Reinert
1944

The New James Webb Space Telescope, 30 years in the making,
successfully launched this week on a 1.5-million-kilometer journey
into deep space. It will peer up to 13.5 billion years into the past and
gather data from the “Big Bang” and the birth of the universe.
Safe travels, James Webb Space Telescope!
*Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations

stunted its growth, Music Mends
Minds continues to capture people’s attention. Rosenstein said the
organization was honored in New
York this month, and the Treble
Makers are slated to receive a
proclamation from the city of
Beverly Hills in the near future.
“I think we all just enjoy this
experience so much because there
is such a [connection] and love that
goes through that room when
we’re all having fun singing, especially for those people who are
recalling songs and music that they
loved earlier in their life,” Lurie
added.
For information, visit musicmendsminds.org.

photo courtesy of the Treble Makers

Tracy DeNisi and Gunther Winston dance at the community center.
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Transplant recipient to ride on Donate Life float Congressional districts redrawn
Tournament
of
Roses
Association member and CedarsSinai transplant recipient Gerald
Freeny will ride in his first Rose
Parade this year as the medical center’s representative on the Donate
Life float, which honors donors and
recipients.
In the early 1990s, Freeny, a law
enforcement officer, determined
something was wrong with his
health when he felt like he didn’t
have energy for his workouts.
Doctors diagnosed Freeny with bile
duct cancer.
In order to operate, surgeons
would have to cut through his liver,
meaning he would need a new one.
He had that surgery, and the liver
transplant, in 1993 at 33 years old,
allowing him to continue to pursue
his career and amass a resume of
community involvement.
Things were going well until
2010, when Freeny found out he
had cancer again. This time, it was
lymphoma. Treatments for the cancer were hard on his body, and ultimately, Freeny’s doctors told him
he would need a new liver and a
kidney. He received those transplants at Cedars-Sinai in 2015.
A few years after the double
transplant, Freeny served as Rose
Parade president, a role that
required extensive travel and public
speaking. He credits his care team
with getting him through it.
“They took care of me,” Freeny
said. “I was in the hospital every
other day getting some type of infusion to keep me up, and they got me
through the parade.”
Drs. Nicholas Nissen, director of
hepatobiliary and pancreatic

photo courtesy of the CCRC

The California Redistricting Commission has released new
Congressional maps.

photo courtesy of Cedar-Sinai Medical Center

Cedars-Sinai patient Gerald Freeny, a former Tournament of Roses
Association president, will ride in his first Rose Parade on Jan. 1.

surgery and surgical director of
liver transplantation, and Irene
Kim, associate professor of surgery
and
co-director
of
the
Comprehensive Transplant Center,
performed the 14-hour surgery.
To this day, Freeny and his family remain on a first-name basis with
many of the doctors and nurses on
his care team.
Freeny joined the Tournament of

Roses Association in 1988 and has
served on every committee in the
organization. He made history as
the organization’s first Black Rose
Parade president for the 130th
parade season.
“This is the first time I’ll be riding,” Freeny said. “I won’t have to
be worried about anything in the
parade [but] I’ll be practicing my
wave.”

The California Redistricting
Commission on Dec. 27 delivered
the newly drawn Congressional,
Board of Equalization, State
Senate and State Assembly maps
to the California Secretary of
State’s office in Sacramento.
“I want to thank the
Redistricting Commissioners for
their hard work under difficult circumstances,” Secretary of State
Dr. Shirley N. Weber said. “We
will be sending the new maps to
Legislators and to the California’s
58 counties for implementation.”
The U.S. Constitution requires
a federal census every 10 years.
The independent California
Citizens
Redistricting
Commission uses the new census
data to redraw the boundaries

based on population changes.
The boundaries for local districts, such as county supervisorial
or city council districts, are drawn
by local governing bodies.
As required by law, the secretary of state will provide the new
CCRC maps to the California
State Legislature for their records
and to California’s 58 counties,
which will redraw precincts within the new district boundaries and
assign voters to the updated
precincts.
Voters will cast ballots for candidates running for office using
the new district boundaries as part
of California’s June 7 Primary
Election.
For
information,
visit
wedrawthelinesca.org.
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Subway work gains momentum in new year

Metro has announced construction plans for late December and
early January on the Purple Line
Extension subway project.
Work is ongoing at many locations including Wilshire/La Brea,
where crews are preparing to lay
permanent rails in the subway tunnels during the new year. Work
around the Wilshire/La Brea station
also includes underground pipe
relocation and the construction of
rooms and passageways adjacent to
the main subway station. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
Orange Drive and Detroit Street
through the first quarter of next year
to accommodate work.
Farther west, work continues at
the Wilshire/Fairfax subway station.
A K-rail work zone is in place at the
southwest corner of Wilshire
Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue to
support underground construction.
Orange Grove Avenue remains
closed south of Wilshire Boulevard,
and Ogden Drive will be closed
intermittently.
In Beverly Hills, work is ongoing
at the Wilshire/La Cienega subway
station, which is part of the first segment of the Purple line Extension

scheduled to open in late 2024.
Work is occurring underground and
in staging yards near the station
sites. K-Rail work zones will
remain in place along the north side
of Wilshire Boulevard between
Gale Drive and San Vicente
Boulevard. In January, Gale Drive
will be closed north of Wilshire
Boulevard for four months.
Work is also ongoing at the future
Wilshire/Rodeo station. Lane closures may be in place on Wilshire
Boulevard between El Camino and
Crescent drives. Construction will
also occur at staging yards near
Wilshire/Reeves.
Additionally, Crews will conduct
subsurface investigation work underneath Wilshire Boulevard between
Stanley Drive and Le Doux Road in
Beverly Hills. The work is anticipated to last through mid-January.
Crews will determine whether additional measures will be needed to stabilize the subway tunnels.
In Century City, subway station
construction is ongoing near
Constellation Boulevard and
Avenue of the Stars. The second
section of the Purple Line Extension
project, which includes the
Wilshire/Rodeo and Century

City/Constellation subway stations,
is scheduled to open in 2025.
Along the third segment of the
subway line ending at the
Westwood/VA Hospital station,
crews are beginning preparation
work through Jan. 7 for a catch
basin and storm drain. The work
will occur at the southwest corner of
Wilshire
Boulevard
and
Gayley/Midvale avenues. Activities
will include demolition, excavation,
trenching, concrete work and
restoration. Driveway and parking
access, as well as traffic signals and
streetlights, will be maintained in
the area.
Work will be suspended on New
Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day.
The next monthly online construction update for sections one and two
of the Purple Line Extension will be
held at noon on Jan. 5. To participate, visit zoom.us/j/96626476708
and use the webinar ID: 966 2647
6708, The public can also participate by calling (669)900-9128.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net, or
visit metro.net.

Metro offers cybersecurity protection to riders
To help protect riders, the Los
Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority and city
of Los Angeles have launched LA
Secure, a free mobile security
application for Apple iOS and
Android platforms. The app will
help protect Metro riders and other
L.A. County residents and visitors
from growing cybersecurity threats
on public Wi-Fi systems.
LA Secure provides people with
immediate protection against new
and evolving threats on mobile
devices. After the application is
downloaded and installed, it alerts
users to threats in real time and
offers information on what to do
about threats. For example, if
someone tries to connect to a rogue
Wi-Fi network, LA Secure will
alert them about the security risk
immediately. Also, phishing protection provided by LA Secure
guards against malicious links and
enables people to check the safety
and legitimacy of suspicious links
before clicking on them.
“Providing a safe and secure
environment for Los Angeles
County’s 10 million residents to
live and work is becoming just as
important online as it has always
been offline,” said Los Angeles
County Supervisor Hilda L. Solis,
1st District, who also serves as
chair of the Metro Board. “As L.A.
County continues to expand public
Wi-Fi access, including on its
entire fleet of Metro buses, LA
Secure offers an industry-leading
technology to ensure all the activity
they conduct on their mobile
devices remains safe, private and
secure.”
The app is part of Metro’s ongoing effort to improve customer
experience. This includes an
enhancement that continuously
validates all web connections on
their mobile devices, enabling riders to securely shop online, work,
use social media, check on connecting buses or trains and contact
loved ones while in transit. All of
Metro’s 2,300 transit buses offer
free public Wi-Fi access.
In addition to the app, the LA
Cyber Lab promotes cyber security

awareness and offers support to
local businesses and government
agencies. The city’s Get Connected
initiative provides information on
free and low-cost internet options,
devices and training.
“The city and county of Los
Angeles have a responsibility to
protect residents in both the physical and the digital realms – and it’s
a responsibility we take very seriously,” Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti said. “Through LA Secure,
we’re making good on that commitment and empowering people
with the resources they need to stay
safe online.”
As a result of the ongoing

COVID-19 pandemic, more people
depend on their mobile devices on a
daily basis. Cyber attackers are
increasingly targeting mobile
devices because they do not yet
have the protection available
included on most desktop or laptop
computers. New and constantly
evolving threats require patches
and updates to mobile operating
systems that many users don’t consistently install.
“We are excited to offer the gift
of online security to our customers
this holiday season. We see LA
Secure as another opportunity to
provide greater access and equity
for our transit customers, many of

photo courtesy of Metro

Crews are preparing to start laying rails in the subway tunnels near
Wilshire/La Brea.

whom are low-income, do not have
their own access to Internet services and depend greatly on public
Wi-Fi services,” Metro CEO
Stephanie N. Wiggins said. “We
believe everyone deserves to have a
secure online experience on our
system and look forward to promot-

ing privacy protections available
through this important program.”
LA Secure was developed by
Zimperium, a mobile security and
protection company, and is available for free download in the Apple
App Store and Google Play Store.
For information, visit metro.net.
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State extends mortgage relief grant program
Gov. Gavin Newsom on Dec. 20
announced that California’s plan to
provide $1 billion in mortgage
relief grants to homeowners who
have fallen behind on housing payments or reverse mortgage arrearages during the COVID-19 pandemic has been approved by the
U.S. Department of the Treasury.
Newsom said the approval clears
the way for a full program launch
in coming weeks. Under the plan,
the California Mortgage Relief
Program will help an estimated
20,000 to 40,000 homeowners,
with funds reserved for homeowners in socially disadvantaged and
underserved communities.
“We are committed to supporting those hit hardest by the pandemic, and that includes homeowners who have fallen behind on their
housing payments,” Newsom said.
“No one should have to live in fear
of losing the roof over their head,
so we’re stepping up to support
struggling homeowners to get them
the resources they need to cover
past due mortgage payments. Our
Housing is Key program has

already provided renters and landlords with the assistance and
resources they need to stay afloat.
Now, with our California Mortgage
Relief Program, we are extending
that relief to homeowners.”
Through the mortgage relief program, past due housing payments
will be covered in full – up to a
maximum of $80,000 per household – with a direct payment to
qualified homeowners’ mortgage
servicers. The financial support is
provided as a one-time grant that
qualified homeowners will not
have to repay. Funding for the program is allocated through President
Joe Biden’s American Rescue Plan
Act’s Homeowner Assistance
Fund.
“During
this
pandemic,
Californians have lost their jobs or
had their paychecks cut, leading
many to wonder how they can keep
up with their housing payments,”
said Lourdes Castro Ramírez, secretary of the Business, Consumer
Services and Housing Agency.
“This program will help families
keep their homes and provide the

stability they need to recover from
the financial, physical and emotional toll caused by the pandemic.”
The California Mortgage Relief
Program will be a part of
California’s Housing is Key program and is designed to work in
tandem with several existing state
and federal initiatives and programs to support residents facing
difficulties as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Californians at or below 100 %
of their county’s area median
Income, who own a single-family
home, condo or manufactured
home (permanently affixed) and
faced a pandemic-related financial
hardship after Jan. 21, 2020, may
be eligible.
The California Mortgage Relief
Program will begin accepting
applications in the coming weeks
through an online portal at
CaMortgageRelief.org. Interested
applicants can visit the website to
review program and eligibility
information leading up to the
launch of the application portal.

photo courtesy of the 13th District council office

O’Farrell gets youth out on the ice
On Dec. 18, Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, seventh from
left, joined world figure skating
champion Tai Babilonia and the
LAPD Hockey Club to host kids
from the Union Rescue Mission
at the holiday ice rink at Dodger

Mid City West
seeks candidate
for open seat
The
Mid
City
West
Neighborhood Council is seeking
candidates to fill the vacant nonprofit representative seat on its
board.
People who live, work, rent or
own property, or are a community
interest stakeholder in the area are
eligible to run for the open seat.
The current board will vote to
select an eligible stakeholder to fill
the nonprofit representative position at its next meeting on Jan. 11,
at 6:30 p.m., via Zoom. All candidates are encouraged to notify the
executive council of their intent to
run and must attend the next general board meeting to be eligible. All
candidates will have an equal
opportunity to present information
to the board.
New board members must complete all required trainings and are
expected to be engaged and active
members of MCWNC. For information, email the MCWNC executive council at executive@midcitywest.org, or visit empowerla.org.
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Stadium. Many of the young
guests had never set foot on the
ice before. The 80-by-60-foot ice
rink was open through Christmas
as part of the Dodgers Holiday
Festival but has now closed. For
information, visit cd13.lacity.org.
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State announces booster requirements

Gov.
Gavin Newsom on Dec. 22
announced new booster requirements and testing measures to better
protect all Californians as the
Omicron variant becomes the dominant COVID-19 strain in the
nation.
The COVID-19 booster requirement for health care workers will
mitigate potential staffing shortages
while helping to safeguard the
state’s hospital capacity and protect
the health and safety of
Californians.
Combined with the new federal
policies announced on Dec. 21, the
actions will help ensure that residents in California has access to
testing throughout the holiday sea-

son
and that K-12 public school students can return to school safely.
“As the Omicron variant spreads
rapidly across the country and circulates in all regions of the state, we’re
taking immediate, proactive steps to
protect Californians with boosters
and expanded access to testing,”
Newsom said. “The state is also
redoubling our efforts to keep kids
safe and keep schools open. We will
help prevent the spread of COVID19 in our communities by making
at-home testing kits available to
every K-12 public school student as
they head back to the classroom
from winter break.”
By Feb. 1, health care workers
and all employees in high-risk con-

State laws to take effect

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Dec. 28
highlighted new bills signed into
law in 2021 that will go into effect
Jan. 1, including measures to
expand worker protections, tackle
the state’s housing crisis, redress
historical injustices and increase
voter access.
“In partnership with the
Legislature, we’ve advanced hundreds of new bills this year to make
meaningful progress on an array of
issues that matter deeply to
Californians across the state,”
Newsom said. “As we head into the
new year, I look forward to our continued work to expand opportunity
for all Californians.”
Among the new laws taking

effect are protections for workers
and important measures to increase
the state’s supply of affordable
housing, create a more inclusive
state, expand voter access and protect consumers and the environment from harmful chemicals.
Assembly
Bill
701
by
Assemblywoman Lorena Gonzalez
(D-San Diego) will establish transparency measures for companies to
disclose warehouse production
quota descriptions and prohibit the
use of algorithms that disrupt basic
worker rights.
Senate Bill 62 by Sen. María
Elena Durazo (D-Los Angeles) will
end the garment industry’s practice
of piece-rate compensation and

gregate settings, including nursing
homes, will be required to get their
booster. In the interim, all health
care staff that have not received
their booster must test for COVID19 twice weekly until they are up to
date on their vaccines.
To help mitigate the spread of
COVID-19 in schools, the state is
also increasing the availability of athome COVID-19 tests across
California so K-12 public-school
students can be tested as they return
to school from winter break.
In early December, the California
Department of Public Health distributed approximately 2 million
tests to schools for this purpose.
CDPH will expand the efforts by

providing one to two rapid tests for
every student. CDPH will work
with local education and health partners to distribute those test kits as
quickly and efficiently as possible.
“As we fight Omicron, there is
nothing more important for our kids
than keeping schools safely open –
that means deploying rapid tests,”
State Superintendent of Public
Instruction Tony Thurmond said.
“Over the holiday break, CDE will
be working closely with the governor and California's public health
and emergency management personnel to get testing supplies to
families, districts and schools.”
The state will also expand antigen
test availability and expanding
hours of operation at state-sponsored OptumServe sites that are
already at capacity.
As of Dec. 22, 90% of the state

lives
within a 30-minute driving distance
of a site. Over the course of the pandemic, the state has established
6,288 testing sites statewide, comprising 31% of the nation’s testing
sites. Since August, the state has
purchased more than 12 million
over-the-counter tests. CDPH is distributing an additional 6 million

expand fashion brands’ liability for
unpaid wages.
A bill by Sen. Nancy Skinner (DBerkeley), SB 8, will extend the
provisions of the Housing Crisis
Act of 2019 through 2030 to accelerate the approval process for housing projects and curtail local governments’ ability to downzone,
among other provisions.
Two controversial bills – SB 9
and 10 – will facilitate the process
for homeowners to build a duplex
or split their current residential lot
and create a voluntary process for
local governments to implement
streamlined zoning for new multiunit housing near transit or in urban
infill areas.
SB 2 by Senate President Pro
Tempore Toni Atkins (D-San
Diego) and Sen. Steven Bradford

(D-Gardena) creates a system within the Commission on Peace
Officer Standards and Training to
investigate and revoke or suspend
peace officer certification for serious misconduct.
Sen. Nancy Skinner’s SB 16 will
expand public access to police misconduct records related to unreasonable or excessive use of force,
discriminatory or prejudiced behavior and other misconduct.
Further, SB 389 by Senator Bill
Dodd (D-Napa) allows restaurants,
bars, breweries and wineries that
sell food to continue offering to-go
alcoholic beverages with food
orders, building on state regulatory
relief announced in June.
AB 338 by Assemblyman James
C. Ramos (D-Highland) will allow
the placement of a monument in

Capitol Park honoring Sacramentoarea tribes, replacing the sculpture
of missionary Junipero Serra, while
his AB 855 will remove Columbus
Day as a judicial holiday and
replace it with Native American
Day in September.
A bill by Assemblyman Joaquin
Arambula (D-Fresno) will ensure
that crimes targeting people due to
their immigration status are considered a hate crime.
Other approved Assembly bills
will make permanent the measure
implemented last year to send a
vote-by-mail ballot to every active
registered voter, require retail
department stores to provide a gender-neutral section for toys and
child care items and ban the use of
toxic PFASs in products for children, such as car seats and cribs.
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Bus riders reminded about return of fares
Metro is reminding riders that
fare collection will resume on buses
throughout Los Angeles County on
Monday, Jan. 10.
Metro suspended fare collection
and implemented rear door boarding-only during the COVID-19 pandemic. Mask wearing will continue
to be required on Metro buses and
trains and front door boarding-only
will also resume on Jan. 10.
Metro is also providing discounted fares to people who qualify
through the Low Income Fare is

Easy program, also known as LIFE.
The program offers discounts that
can be applied toward the purchase
of weekly and monthly transit passes on Metro and any transit agencies
participating in the LIFE program, or 20 free rides from any
one of the participating transit agencies. People can apply by visiting
taptogo.net/LIFE_Application_step
1 and self-certifying that they meet
LIFE program income levels. Those
who are new to the program will
receive a free 90-day pass valid on

Jan. 10. After the free pass expires,
riders can load the LIFE discount
fare onto a TAP card. For information, visit metro.net/riding/life.
To prepare for the resumption of
fare collections, West Hollywood is
encouraging qualifying seniors and
residents with disabilities to apply
for
the
city’s
subsidized
Senior/Disabled Bus Pass Program.
The city provides free bus passes to
West Hollywood residents who are
eligible
for
Metro’s
Senior/Disabled Reduced Fare TAP
Card. Regularly, a 30-day pass for
people participating in Metro’s
Senior/Disabled reduced fare program costs $20. However, West
Hollywood residents can receive a
30-day Metro pass or $20 in stored
value at no cost. The city covers
100% of the bus pass cost for eligible residents. For information, visit
weho.org/services/public-transportation-transit-options/bus-passsubsidy.
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Los Angeles City Attorney
Mike Feuer announced on Dec. 28
that his office has secured a victory in a challenge to the city’s
adoption of the Exposition
Corridor Transit Neighborhood
Plan, which allows for increased
housing and pedestrian-friendly
streets within a half mile radius of
five westside train stations on
Metro’s E Line, formerly the Expo
Line.
The plan involves the Bundy,
Sepulveda, Westwood, Palms and
Culver City train stations. To
encourage people to live and work
closer to transit hubs, it allows for
6,000 new apartments – a portion
of which will be set aside for low
income housing – condominiums
and space to accommodate up to
14,000 jobs long the E Line. A
community activist group called
Fix The City sued the city on
grounds that current infrastructure
could not support locating the new
units and jobs along the transit
corridor.
“We urgently need more hous-

ing and we should put it close to
public transit to reduce traffic congestion. This victory is an essential step in dramatically reimagining how Angelenos live, work,
shop and play.” said Feuer, who as
a member of the California
Legislature authored the law
enabling Measure R to be placed
on the ballot, creating more than
$30 billion in public transit
improvements in L.A. County.
“L.A.’s future is closely tied to
creating more transit-oriented
development as we tackle our
housing crisis and L.A.’s crushing
traffic congestion.”
In July 2018, the Los Angeles
City Council unanimously passed
general plan and zone changes to
facilitate adoption of the
Exposition Corridor Transit
Neighborhood Plan, which was
ultimately approved in November
2019. Deputy city attorneys John
Fox and Morgan Hector, of the
city attorney’s office’s Land Use
Division, defended the city
against the lawsuit.

L.A. County Fire Department seeks
applicants for Explorer Program
The Los Angeles County Fire
Department’s
Fire
Explorer
Program is preparing to welcome a
new group of participants in 2022.
Interested individuals may sign up
for a virtual recruitment event and
open house to learn more about the
Explorer Program.
“The LACoFD’s Explorer
Program has always provided a
valuable and well-rounded experience for its participants,” Interim
Fire Chief Anthony C. Marrone
said. “Explorers receive basic safety training, first aid skills and CPR
certification, and the opportunity to

be on ridealongs. This program is a
great introduction into the fire service.”
Virtual recruitment webinars will
be held on Wednesday, Jan. 12,
from 6-7:30 p.m., and Saturday,
Jan. 15, from 9-10:30 a.m. The
Explorer Program is for young people 15-20 years old. Candidates for
must submit a physician-completed
medical and physical exam form
and show proof of COVID-19 vaccination, pursuant to L.A. County
policies. To register, visit
fire.lacounty.gov/explorer-program.
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Los Angeles City Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, center, and his staff recently continued their holiday tradition of volunteering at Project Angel Food in Hollywood. Project Angel Food prepares healthy and nutritious meals for individuals with life threatening illnesses. The councilman thanked Project Angel Food for making a difference in the lives of people in need every year. For information and ways to volunteer, visit angelfood.org.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Fare collection on Metro buses will resume on Jan. 10 after being discontinued during the pandemic.

Feuer secures victory in lawsuit
against westside housing plan

Councilman O’Farrell and
staff help Project Angel Food

The Council of the City of Beverly Hills, at its regular meeting to be held on Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at 7:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, will hold a public hearing to consider:
EXTENSION OF AN INTERIM URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 21-O-2833 OF THE CITY OF
BEVERLY HILLS AMENDING SECTION 10-2-303 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING
ADJUSTING LOT LINES THAT ARE BETWEEN JURISDICTIONAL BOUNDARIES AND
DECLARING THE URGENCY THEREOF

The Council will consider extending the interim Urgency Ordinance for an additional period of one (1) year, in accordance
with the provisions of Government Code Section 65858. In summary, the interim ordinance amends section 10-2-303 of
Article 3 of Chapter 2 of Title 10 of the Beverly Hills Municipal Code to prohibit a lot line adjustment that would either
create or expand a lot that crosses the City boundary. Staff also seeks direction from the City Council regarding the contents
of a permanent ordinance that would be adopted in place of such interim ordinance in the near future. The staff report for
the March 2, 2021 City Council meeting describes the contents of Urgency Ordinance No. 21-O-2833, and is available on
the City’s website.
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
The draft ordinance has been assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria contained in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.), the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code
of Regulations, Title 14, Sections 15000 et seq.), and the environmental regulations of the City. The adoption and implementation of the Urgency Ordinance represents minor alterations in land use limitations and do not result in any changes
in land use or density, and the average slope of the City is less than 20 percent. It can therefore be seen with certainty that
there is no possibility that the proposed amendments may have a significant effect on the environment. Accordingly, the
City Council will consider the staff recommendation to find the Urgency Ordinance exempt from the environmental review
requirements of CEQA pursuant to Section 15305 of the California Code of Regulations.
HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e)(3), members of the Beverly Hills City Council and staff may participate in
this meeting via teleconference/video conference. In the interest of maintaining appropriate social distancing, members of
the public can access City Council meetings telephonically, through live webcast, and BHTV Channel 10 on Spectrum
Cable.
To submit Audio/Oral comments during the hearing call: (310) 288-2288, to submit written comments please email: cityclerk@beverlyhills.org, to submit video comments (during public comment only) use https://beverlyhillsorg.zoom.us/my/bevpublic (passcode: 90210). To Watch Video Live use http://beverlyhills.org/live or On-Demand use
http://beverlyhills.org/citycouncilmeetings.
It is recommended that public written comments be submitted to the City Clerk’s office by 12:00 p.m. on the meeting date.
Public comments will also be taken during the meeting when the topic is being reviewed by the City Council. Written comments should identify the Agenda Item Number or Topic in the subject line of the email. Written comments will be allowed
with a maximum of 350 words, which corresponds to approximately 3 minutes of speaking time. If a comment is received
after the agenda item is heard, it will not be a part of the record. Public comment via video conference will be 3 minutes per
each individual comment, subject to City Council discretion.
Any interested person may participate in the meeting and be heard or present written comments to the City Council. According to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge the Council’s action in court, you may be limited to raising
only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence
delivered to the City, either at or prior to the public hearing.
If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Chloe Chen, Associate Planner in the Planning Division at
(310) 285-1194, or by email at cchen@beverlyhills.org. The case file, including a copy of the proposed urgency Ordinance,
is available for review by contacting the planner above. In addition, a staff report on this matter will be available at least ten
days in advance of the meeting date by contacting the planner above.
HUMA AHMED
City Clerk
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NEW YEAR’S
EVE DINING
BY JILL WEINLEIN

NYE at Ocean Prime Countdown to 2022
Beverly Hills
at Loews Santa
he restaurant opens at 3 p.m., on Monica Beach Hotel

T

Dec. 31, and stays open until
after midnight. Guests receive festive hats and noise makers and enjoy
a complimentary champagne toast at
midnight. Start with a handcrafted
Merry Old Fashioned made with
bourbon, citrus and a special spiced
honey. Or try their signature Berries
& Bubbles cocktail with Belvedere
citrus vodka, marinated blackberries, fresh lemon and a splash of
Domaine Chandon Brut. A little dry
ice adds to the cocktail’s smokey
wow factor. Berries & Bubbles is
also available as a cocktail kit for
those celebrating at home this holiday season. Highlights on the menu
include seasonal sea bass on a bed of
lobster risotto for $69. 9595 Wilshire
Blvd., (310)859-4818.

C

elebrate in grand style at Loews
during its annual New Year’s
Eve party. Start with a four-course
dinner with wine pairing options.
DJ Jeffrey from Wine Country
Entertainment provides upbeat
sounds and a festive dining vibe.
Listen to big band-style entertainment with live performances from
jazz vocalists, The Satin Dollz. The
celebration will feature tap dancers,
specialty cocktails and a midnight
champagne toast countdown. 1700
Ocean Ave., (310)458-6700.

Ring in the New Year at Ocean Prime in Beverly Hills, opening at 3 p.m. on Dec. 31.

L’Antica Pizzeria da
Michele NYE

T

he special Feast of The Seven
Fishes pasta dish is available
through Dec. 31. The kitchen is also
preparing a NYE menu for $125
per person, which includes baked
mushroom tortino and homemade
black squid tortellini filled with
lobster, asparagus and saffron
sauce, as well as a complimentary
champagne toast. A wine pairing
menu is available for an additional
$40. A DJ will help guests ring in

2022. 1534 N. McCadden Place,
(323)366-2408.

Little Dom’s all-day
New Year’s Day
brunch

K

ick-off 2022 with brunch all
day at Little Dom’s on Jan. 1.
Guests can feast on specialty dishes
such as crab cakes, eggs with caviar
and black-eyed peas. Also available
on the Little Dom’s menu are the
traditional blueberry ricotta pan-

photo courtesy of Ocean Prime

cakes, breakfast pizza and Little
Dom’s burger. Enjoy the dishes
with a variety of mimosas, bloody
Marys and spritzers. Little Dom’s is
open on New Year’s Day from 10
a.m. to 10 p.m. 2128 Hillhurst Ave.,
(323)661-0055.

The Godfrey Hotel
‘Van Gogh is My
Neighbor’

O

n Jan. 2, the immersive Van
Gogh
Exhibit
at
the

Serve only the best for 2022!
Prime Rib

All Natural,
Hormone & Antibiotic Free
“The Best Prime Rib You’ll
Ever Eat”

Colorado
Leg of Lamb
Bone-in or Butterflied

Tomahawk Steaks • Filet Mignon
Crown Roast of Pork • Ham, Turkey
Season Roasts,
Turkey, Burgers
& more with
Emily Jilg Co
Spice Blends!

6333 W. Third St.
In The Original
Farmers Market

323.938.5131

marcondas.com

(323)933-8446
(323)933-8447

Follow Us!
@duparsfm
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Lighthouse Artspace is leaving
Hollywood. For those attending the
unique art experience, the Godfrey
Hotel located next door a is serving
a specialty cocktail called “Van
Gogh is My Neighbor.” It’s
inspired by Van Gogh’s art and
made with Buffalo Trace bourbon,
blueberry and lavender. At the
hotel’s signature restaurant, ALK,
guests can enjoy new American
cuisine with plant-based and vegan
options. Every Friday and Saturday,
listen to late night live jazz by
artists Nick Campbell and Jacob
Mann. No reservations required.
1400 Cahuenga Blvd., (323)7621000.

Cafe Gratitude and
Imperfect Foods

I

mperfect Foods has provided
Cafe Gratitude with produce for
Executive Chef Dreux Ellis’ limited-time fire-roasted poblanos rellenos with walnut sauce and pomegranate. They are filled with tempeh “carnitas” and Imperfect Foods
produce. The dish is a creative
vegan play on the popular Oaxacan
traditional Chiles en Nogada and is
offered at all Cafe Gratitude Los

Angeles locations from Jan. 10-16.
The restaurant is donating $5 from
each of the special dishes sold to
the Hollywood Food Coalition. 639
N. Larchmont Blvd., (323)5806383; 300 S. Santa Fe Ave.,
(213)929-5580; and 512 Rose Ave.,
(424)231-8000.

The Musso & Frank
Grill temporarily
closes

T

he beloved Hollywood restaurant Musso & Frank Grill is
pausing all operations until after the
holidays and will not be open on
New Year’s Eve and New Year’s
Day. Look for the venerable restaurant to reopen in a few weeks.

photo courtesy of Musso & Frank Grill

The classic martini at Musso’s.

Mini Coffee Cheesecake
for New Year’s!

El Granjero Cantina New Year’s Eve & Day

C

ome celebrate Nochevieja or
Año Nuevo at El Granjero
Cantina as Executive Chef Jenni
Sklar serves up her innovative
Mexican menu showcasing antojitos, ensaladas, quesadillas featuring
the Hibiscus made with sauteed
hibiscus flowers, onion and cheese,
tacos, los tazones (bowls), burritos
and dessert. El Granjero Cantina
will also be serving specialty holiday cocktails including Tobin
Shea’s classic holiday margarita
with a choice of tequila or mezcal,
Cointreau, fresh lime and citrus
agave; Snowy in Mexico made
with Cazadores Blanco tequila,
choice of milk or oat milk, and cinnamon; and Naughty List Punch
made with mezcal, cucumber,

photos courtesy of El Granjero Cantina

Enjoy innovative Mexican cuisine and specialty cocktails ay El Granjero.

cilantro and spicy tincture. On New
Year’s Day enjoy some of the best
people watching at the Original
Farmers Market and by watching
the 108th Rose Bowl game (Ohio
State v. Utah) on a big screen on the
lively patio starting at 2:00 pm.
Executive Chef Jenni Sklar will be
cooking her innovative Mexican
menu all day. The full beverage
menu includes wine, beer, non-

alcoholic beverages and specialty
list of tequilas and cocktails. El
Granjero Cantina will be open on
New Year’s Eve from 11:30 a.m. to
9:30 p.m. and on New Year’s Day
from 10:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. El
Granjero Cantina at the Original
Farmers Market is located on the
plaza, 6333 W. 3rd Street, Los
Angeles, CA 90036; (323)8799324; CantinaLA.com.

For Your
New Year’s Feast!
Prime Rib, Crown Roast of Pork,
Whole Filet Mignon, Lamb Racks
Kruse Whole or Half Hams,
Kurobuta Berkshire Pork, Suckling Pigs,
Certified Akaushi Beef

USDA Dry Aged Beef

Cut to order - Tomahawk Bone-in Ribeye • Porterhouse
T-Bone • Bone-in New York • Bone-in Ribeye
Harris Ranch All Natural Prime Beef • Colorado Lamb
Japanese Wagyu Beef

Creamy, silky and
oh so good!
Follow Us!
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

At the Original Farmers Market • 6333 W. 3rd St. #350
(323) 938-5383 • huntingtonmeats.com
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Dec. 19 and Dec. 25. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department
Dec. 19
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of S.
Rexford at 3:45 a.m.
At 2:20 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 9900 block of
Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 300 block of N.
Beverly at 4:45 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 400
block of N. Rodeo.

Dec. 20
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 200 block of S. La
Cienega at 4:28 p.m.

the influence of alcohol or drugs in
the 8500 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of N.
Canon at 9:19 p.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 200 block of S.
Beverly at 2:20 a.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 300
block of N. Beverly.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 200 block of N. Canon at
11 p.m.

Dec. 23
At 2:10 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner Beverly and Park
Way.
A vandalism incident was reported
in the 9700 block of Wilshire at
3:48 p.m.
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of Elm.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of S.
Rodeo at 9 p.m.

Dec. 24
At 9:14 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 9000 block of
Wilshire.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 500 block of
N. Linden at 1:33 p.m.

Dec. 25
At 4:08 p.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6200 block of
Hollywood at 4 a.m.
At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
600 block of S. Fairfax.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6400 block of
Selma at 1:15 p.m.

At 2:28 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8500 block of Beverly.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1500 block of
N. Formosa at 8:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle in the 800 block of Vine at
3:25 p.m.

At 9:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. Clark.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1000
block of S. Cloverdale.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7000 block of Hollywood
at 10:10 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1100 block of S.
Alfred at 6 p.m.

At 10:10 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Wilshire and Ogden.

Dec. 21

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 100 block of S.
Sweetzer at 4:55 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7100 block of
Santa Monica at 2:45 p.m.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Norton and
Elmwood.

At 3:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 700
block of N. La Jolla.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8400 block of
Blackburn at 6:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1000 block of S.
Ogden at 6:30 a.m.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Third and Rossmore.

At 7:25 a.m., a vehicle theft was
reported in the 4600 block of Third.

At 5:36 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8800
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8900 block of
Santa Monica at midnight.

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident
near the corner of Santa Monica
and San Vicente at 2 a.m.

Dec. 22

Dec. 18

At 7:04 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 500
block of N. Lucerne.

At 12:09 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
8500 block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of N.
Oakhurst at 10:48 p.m.

At 6:08 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 300
block of N. Rodeo.

Los Angeles Police
Department

grand theft in the 1000 block of N.
Highland at 2 p.m.

Dec. 19

Dec. 20

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9400 block of
Brighton at 4 p.m.

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7100 block of Santa Monica.

grand theft in the 8400 block of
Beverly at 7 p.m.

At 4:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Hillside and Vista.

At 9:46 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
9400 block of Brighton.

Dec. 21

Dec. 25

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6000 block of
Hollywood at 8 p.m.

At 12:05 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
7900 block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of El
Cerrito and Yucca at 12:10 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 900 block of
N. Alfred at 8 a.m.

Dec. 19

At 2:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1300
block of N. Fuller.

At 6:27 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

At 2:10 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1300 block
of Miller.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 700 block of N.
Gramercy at 2:50 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 800 block of
Westbourne at 8 p.m.

A vehicle burglary was reported in
the 1700 block of N. Ivar at 6 a.m.

At 3:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of N. Lucerne.

At midnight, an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8900 block
of Santa Monica.

Dec. 21
At 3:25 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8600 block of Melrose.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8400 block of
Sunset at 7 p.m.
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8700
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8800 block of
Santa Monica at 10:30 p.m.

Dec. 22
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 500
block of N. Orlando.

At 6:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle in the 2000
block of Hillcrest.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of N. La
Cienega at 1:39 p.m.
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 700
block of N. Kings.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7500 block of
Melrose at 6 p.m.
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near
the corner of Hollywood and
Wilcox.

Dec. 20
At 7:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1800 block of Cherokee.

An unknown suspect stole a bicycle near the corner of La Brea and
Willoughby at 3:10 p.m.
At 5:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of S. La Cienega.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle in the 5600 block of Sixth
at 6:15 p.m.
At 8:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1100 block of S. Ridgeley.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 5600 block of Wilshire at
9:30 p.m.
At 11:02 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 900 block of N Alfred.

Dec. 22

Dec. 23

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 400 block of N.
Ogden at 10 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 900 block of Wilcox
at 2 a.m.

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

At 12:14 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
5600 block of Wilshire.

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Selma and Vine.

Dec. 24

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7400 block of Melrose at
12:20 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 7100 block of
Beverly at 7:45 a.m.

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 800
block of N. La Brea.

At 9:22 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
6000 block of Franklin.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6300 block of
Wilshire at 1:45 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5900 block of
Fountain at 1 p.m.

At 4:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 100 block of
S. La Cienega.

At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 600
block of N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect committed a

An unknown suspect committed a

At 4:18 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8900
block of Melrose.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1000 block of
Spaulding at 5:40 a.m.
At 10:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
8900 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of
Norwich at 5:32 p.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. Robertson.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 5300 block of Wilshire at
6:20 p.m.
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 500
block of Orlando.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 900 block of
N. La Cienega at 10:15 p.m.
At 11:45 p.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 1100 block of
N. Las Palmas.
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Ten favorite restaurants in 2021
BY JILL WEINLEIN

In 2021, dining out offered
change of scenery and sense of normalcy. Even though takeout is convenient, transporting your order
home just isn’t the same as dining at
a restaurant. Here are 10 of my
favorite culinary adventures that
offered a multi-sensory experience,
exceptional wait staff and dinners I
hope to enjoy again in 2022.
Number one on my list is Angler
for an adventurous dining experience. Restaurateur and chef Joshua
Skenes is the first and only chef to
earn Michelin stars cooking solely
over open fire. He is considered by
many to be one of the best fine-dining chefs on the West Coast. Some
of his one-of-a-kind menu items
include caviar and a banana pancake; an exquisite floral-like radicchio salad that arrives with a bib to
protect clothing; and any of the fish
and meat entrées that are cooked in
the kitchen’s fireplace. Angler’s
award-winning wine program
emphasized wines of Burgundy, as
well as some favorites from Napa
and Sonoma. Angler is located on
the ground floor of the Beverly
Center’s main parking structure.
$$$ 8500 Beverly Blvd. Ste. 117,
(424)332-4082.
Fellow in Westwood by Philip
Camino offers an art-inspired finedining experience by Executive
Chef Chris Flint. His cuisine
demonstrates a mastery of classic
culinary methods while utilizing
modern techniques with inspiration
rooted in high-quality ingredients,
sustainability and seasonality. The

wine cellar stores more than 2,000
bottles to pair with fresh seafood
dishes including sea scallops hidden under radish flowers on a
halved avocado. The rainbow-colored roasted carrot medallions on
black forbidden rice are enhanced
with sliced mushrooms and a sprinkle of micro-greens. Entrées
include seared duck breast with
black garlic and seasonal fruit,
glazed lobster tail and short ribs
with potato. $$ 1071 Glendon Ave.,
(310)208-1071.
Flower Burger recently opened
its first location in the U.S. in West
Hollywood. The flavorful buns are
baked with spices giving them a
variety of rainbow hues. Turmeric
provides a deep yellow, while purple carrots produce a violet color.
For the Cherry Bomb, which has
become an international favorite on
Instagram, the fuchsia colored bun
is made from concentrated beetroot
juice and cherry extract. Different
vegan patties are offered, including
a lentil and basmati rice patty.
Some of the burgers are topped
with tomato confit, baked zucchini
and crisp soybean sprouts. The
green Jungle Burger has an oat and
red kidney bean vegan patty made
with seitan (vegetable protein),
along with breadcrumbs and a combination of golden onions, red peppers, salt and sunflower oil. Burgers
are enhanced by a variety of sauces,
including wild sauce, which is similar to barbecue sauce, and magik
sauce. The dairy-free cheddar
“cheese” they include is made with
coconut oil. My favorite is the vio-

let colored Flower Burger made
with a red kidney bean patty and
topped with magik sauce, tomato,
lettuce, soybean sprouts and melted
vegan cheese. $ 640 N. Robertson
Blvd., (424) 279-9801.
Sitting outside at The Terrace
overlooking the Beverly Canon
Gardens, at The Maybourne
Beverly Hills, the cascading fountain provides a soothing sound as a
procession of people stroll through
the park. Chef Kaleo Adams prepares local fare with a creative,
fresh California spin. Some of the
most memorable dishes were the
crescent moon shaped eggplant
mezzaluna with tomatoes and semifirm white ricotta salata, handmade
linguine with clams, Berkshire pork
loin with caramelized pineapple
and beautiful floral shaped apple
tartin. $$$ 225 N. Canon Drive,
(310)860-7886.
HiHo Cheeseburger opened a
new location along the Marvin
Braude bike trail in Santa Monica.
While riding my bike, I stopped for
lunch and dined at a table overlooking rows of boats in the Marina del
Rey harbor. What makes HiHo different from other burger joints is
that it’s the first and only burger
restaurant to exclusively serve
grass-fed wagyu beef. Health benefits of wagyu include naturally
higher heart-healthy omega-3s, vitamins and antioxidants. It also has
lower saturated fat than other types
of beef. HiHo curates its beef from
First Light Farms, a New Zealand
cooperative of 61 farmers. I enjoy
their crisp Caesar salad with
crunchy croutons and a light and
flavorful dressing. HiHo burgers
are normally served as doubles with
one-third pound of beef, or triples
with a half-pound of wagyu beef.

photo courtesy of Flower Burger

Flower Burger offers colorful and delicious variations at its West
Hollywood restaurant.

They are topped with crisp lettuce,
ketchup, house-made pickles, mustard, flavorful grilled onion jam and
melted American cheese. HiHo also
makes a gluten-free vegan patty
from a blend of grains, legumes and
spices. The fries are hand-cut thick
and double fried making them extra
crispy. Thick and creamy milkshakes are made from ice cream
churned by a family-run creamery.
$-$$ 4625 Admiralty Way, #109,
(424) 317-7858. Other HiHo
Cheeseburger locations open at
11:30 a.m. 6245 Wilshire Blvd.,
Suite 102, (323)642-6467 and 1320
Second St., (310)469-7250.
Culina Ristorante at the Four
Seasons Hotel at Beverly Hills has
hired a new creative Italian Chef de
Cuisine, Giovanni Spataro. He is
awakening diners’ senses by
redesigning street food from his
hometown in Palermo. Some of my
favorite dishes include tender, thin
slices of wild sea bass topped with
an eye-catching tuile that looked

like lace. The refreshing Sicilian
salad is enhanced with shaved fennel and crunchy celery tossed with
a fresh honey citronette dressing.
For pasta, be sure to order the golden Taglliatele al Tartufo Uncinado
topped with savory, creamy
Moliterno cheese. And for an entrée
that can be shared with others, the
Grigliata Di Pesce Al Carbone
offers an assortment of grilled
seafood including Spanish octopus,
local spot prawns, langoustine, sea
scallops and local white fish. It’s
served with a small carafe of
salmoriglio, a southern Italian
condiment made with lemon juice,
olive oil, garlic, salt and herbs, to
pour on top. Finish with a smokey
campfire s’mores dessert, which
arrives under a glass dome filled
with smoke for a multi-sensory
experience. $$$ 300 S. Doheny
Drive, (310)860-4000.
Chef Chris Dane of Lucky Bird
Fried Chicken at the Grand Central
See Ten page 16
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Music Center patrons must show
vaccination proof in January
The Music Center on Dec. 22
expanded its vaccination policy for
guests of indoor performances and
events presented by its programming arm, TMC Arts, as well as for
lease events that take place in
Music Center theatres.
Any guests who attend these indoor
events or performances will be
required to show proof of a COVID19 booster vaccine as of Jan. 17. The
policy is in line with recent policy
updates made by the Los Angeles
Philharmonic and Los Angeles
Master Chorale for its performances.
In most cases, guests who are eligible for the booster but who have
been unable to get it will be offered

a one-month grace period. LA
Opera, which does not resume performances until March, is currently
evaluating its policies.
All members of the public who
attend an event of performance
inside any of The Music Center’s
four theatres must show proof of
full vaccination for COVID-19
(two weeks after receiving the
Johnson & Johnson/Janssen
COVID-19 vaccine, or a second
dose of a Pfizer or Moderna
COVID-19 vaccine of a COVID19 vaccine that had been listed for
emergency use by the World Health
Organization) plus a booster.
Individuals who are unable to

provide proof of a full vaccination
and a booster may present a negative PCR test taken within 48 hours
of the specific performance or a
negative antigen test taken within
24 hours of the performance. Athome COVID-19 tests will not be
accepted for entry.
The policy will also apply to
Music Center staff and vendors,
who must show both proof of full
vaccination and proof of a COVID19 booster vaccine before accessing any of the buildings on the campus, subject to legally required
exemptions.
In addition, all Music Center
artists and vendors, including those
Ten Favorites from page 15

Take public transit to the Rose
Parade and Rose Bowl game

The Dec. 23, 1982, issue of the Park Labrea News encouraged people to take public transportation to the Tournament of Roses’ annual
Rose Parade and Rose Bowl game on New Year’s Day. Rose Queen
Suzanne Gillespie and her royal court touted the special transit service
that year to the parade and football game in Pasadena. This year,
Metro is offering free rides on its transit system on New Year’s Eve.
No fares will be charged on all Metro rail lines starting at 9 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 31, until 2 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 1. Metro’s Red, Purple
and Gold lines offer public transportation options to the Rose Parade
and Rose Bowl football game. For information, visit metro.net.

Market brines his poultry in his
signature citrus and herb mixture.
He combines lemon juice, garlic,
rosemary and thyme and dredges
the chicken, dips it into buttermilk
and then dips it again into spices
and finely ground flour, creating a
delicious light, crispy crust on the
outside and moist flavorful citrus
chicken inside. The menu includes
a fried chicken bucket, chicken tenders and the popular hot honey
Sammie sandwich. On weekends,
Lucky Bird serves fried chicken
breakfast burritos and chicken and
buttermilk waffles. Sides include a
biscuit with honey butter, and
creamy mac and cheese. The dipping sauces include buttermilk
herb, thick habanero honey, yellow
honey mustard and hickory barbecue. $-$$ 317 S. Broadway.
Dining at Sugar Palm restaurant
at The Viceroy hotel in Santa
Monica satisfies the soul. One feels
as if they are on vacation while sitting underneath towering palm
trees and enjoying a beautifully
presented cheese board and pretty,
lavender colored gin drink named
The Botanist. The new talented
chef Jason Francisco grew up on
the Hawaiian island of Moloka’I
and is an expert at preparing innovative seafood items that include
his Ocean Chowdah. It’s a steam-
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Audience members will need to show proof of having a COVID-19 booster shot to attend programs at the Music Center after Jan. 17.

providing housekeeping, landscaping and any building-related services, must show proof of full vac-

cination and a booster vaccine.
For information, visit musiccenter.org.

ing bowl of red tomato and lobster
broth filled with king salmon sashimi, sweet potato cubes and clams.
Other noteworthy dishes include
charred Spanish octopus with
crispy potatoes and a red bell pepper puree. I can’t think of too many
other restaurants that serve half a
large bone filled with flavorsome
marrow that melts in your mouth. It
arrives on a platter with duck mole
confit, crispy Brussels sprout
leaves, a dollop of Dijon mustard
and homemade jam. Each bite is an
explosion of earthy, sweet and
savory flavors. $$ 1819 Ocean
Ave., (310) 260-7511.
Katsuya in Brentwood opened
an intimate omakase experience
with Corporate Brand Chef
Benjamin Dayag preparing 10
exquisite small plates right before
diners’ eyes. The night I dined, I
raved about the delicate truffle
edamame dumplings, long and thin
popcorn shrimp langoustines, A5
Wagyu Katsu presented as the
finest hamburger ever made and
Alaskan king crab hand-roll. The
tender ribs glazed with a slightly
sweet Yanikiniku barbecue sauce
arrived under a dome of smoke.
Once Dayag lifted the lid, a pleasing aroma of maple wood tantalized our senses as the smoke dissipated. Katsuya also offers a classic
signature set menu for $78 per person. $$-$$$ 11777 San Vicente

Blvd., (310)237-6174.
Yardbird reopened this year serving Southern comfort food with a
whimsical and fun presentation.
When a blue farmhouse platter
arrived at my table with a wire basket filled with crispy chicken, I
became a believer and fan of this
restaurant located in the Beverly
Center. The coated chicken is
brined for 27 hours and cooked
using restaurateur John Kunkel’s
grandmother Lewellyn’s delicious
fried chicken recipe. When her
secret herbs and spices are fried,
the chicken turns an appealing
crisp and golden color. Order a
plate of fried green tomatoes with
frisee lettuce, and tomato jam,
shrimp and grits, and flakey country buttermilk biscuits. Another
showstopper is a smoke-swirling
glass dome that is lifted to reveal
hickory wood smoked ribs. They
are sweet tea brined, braised and
stacked like a game of Jenga. With
one bite, the tender and flavorful
meat comes right off the bone.
Finish with one of the fruit cobblers, four-layer bourbon chocolate
cake frosted with Nutella and
crowned with candied bacon, or a
state fair favorite: battered, deepfried Oreos. The large bar area
offers a lively happy hour with
cocktails, wine and beer under $10.
$$-$$$. 8500 Beverly Blvd.
(323)250-8034.

Rainy
Season
is here!
Call Now!

Happy New Year!

Commercial Roofer

Bogie’s Liquor

Locally owned & operated since 1925.

Stock your favorite beverages this holiday season!

Full Serivce Residential and

• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts
• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood
(323)469-2981
www.supremerooﬁng.com

Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine

(323) 469-1414

www.bogiesliquor.com
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‘Spider-Man: No Way Home’ hits a home run
The Marvel Cinematic Universe
requires more than most major
franchises from its audience, and
“Spider-Man: No Way Home” continues that tradition. To truly enjoy
this one, yes, you should check out
the first “Spider-Man” trilogy, the
next two Spidey flicks and the latest
trilogy.
Perhaps that sounds exhausting,
but only two of those films are
mediocre, while the rest work
incredibly well. So perhaps this is
the kinda homework work undertaking.
Even without this level of commitment, here’s what you need to
know. Following the events of “Far
From Home,” the world now
knows Peter Parker’s (Tom
Holland) superheroic identity, and
plenty of folks believe he also
killed Mysterio, a villain posing as
a hero.
Peter just wants to go back to the
way things were, enjoying his
remaining time in high school,
planning college together with his
best friend Ned (Jacob Batalon) and
girlfriend MJ (Zendaya). But a normal life is slipping farther away, so
Peter visits his old Avengers comrade, Doctor Strange (Benedict
Cumberbatch), inquiring about a
possible spell that can make everyone forget his identity.
Alas, that doesn’t pan out and

variants from other universes arrive
to complicate matters further. Doc
Ock (Alfred Molina), Green Goblin
(Willem Dafoe) and Sandman
(Thomas Haden Church), all from
the Tobey Maguire-led “SpiderMan” trilogy, along with Lizard
(Rhys Ifans) and Electro (Jamie
Foxx) from the Andrew Garfield
films, converge on a Spider-Man
who looks quite different than the
one they’re used to.
Peter and Strange need to put all
those villains back in their timeline,
and to do it, MJ and Ned help out
with some sage advice from Aunt
May (Marisa Tomei) and Happy
Hogan (Jon Favreau), Tony Stark’s
old right-hand man. But some unexpected help also arrives from various corners of the Marvel canon.
For those diligently keeping up
on the Marvel flicks, you already
know what is happening next
across the MCU: worlds converge,
timelines mangle. “WandaVision”
hinted at more trouble to come,
“Loki” expanded on the battle over
a “sacred timeline” and Disney+
animated series “What If” presented stories from across alternative
realities.
It all might sound confusing, but
it really isn’t. “No Way Home”
works with or without excessive
knowledge of previous films. Solo,
it’s a big action story with senti-

photo courtesy of Marvel Studios

Spider-Man (Tom Holland), left, turns to old comrade Doctor Strange
(Benedict Cumberbatch) for help in “Spider-Man: No Way Home.”

mental moments. It just works that
much better with the added history.
But don’t give this one credit for
doing something completely
unique. This marks the second
interdimensional story in live
action. Thank CW superhero series
for doing it first, even bringing
older properties like “Smallville,”
“Birds of Prey” and the early ‘90s
“Flash”
series
into
the
“Arrowverse.” DC films are set to
do it again in the big-screen “Flash”
flick, Michael Keaton reprising his
Batman role.
Plenty of critics roll their eyes at
all this. The only reason it can happen here is with the approval of
Sony, which still owns film rights to
the Spider-Man character library
despite Disney’s purchase of
Marvel over 10 years ago. So part
of this film’s success belongs to a
complicated web of industry politics, which places it somewhere
between allegedly authentic art and
film economics.
Regardless of how “No Way
Home” could happen, the outcome
is both exciting and successful,
even if the whole backstory also
turns this film into an ad for two
other Spidey film series and even
those “Venom” ones as well.
Yet, this film deserves all the
praise. The acting, the throwbacks,
the special effects, the emotional
heft, the implications – “No Way
Home” is more than anecdotal evidence that this web slinger can still
lead the show across not only a trilogy, but many more films and televisual experiences to come.
Sure, other stories should be told,
and Spider-Man has already graced
12 films in 19 years. It could end
here on a massive high note.
Hopefully not. Sony and Marvel
already confirmed more to come,
and “No Way Home” ends with
clear eyes for the future. Bring it on.
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Spider-Man (Tom Holland) is ready for a fight in the latest story in the
superhero’s saga.

Dodgers foundation announces grants
On Dec. 21, 11 Los Angeles
nonprofit organizations received a
video message from Dave Roberts
congratulating them on receiving
grant funds from the Los Angeles
Dodgers Foundation.
The foundation has allocated
$6.2 million this year, including
$2.7 million in grants given
through its LADF Gives program.
It has also provided $3.5 million in
direct programs and initiatives to
Dodgers
RBI,
Dodgers
Dreamfields and more.
With an ongoing concentration
on food insecurity, LADF has
donated four million meals to Los
Angeles families this year, and the
foundation has now surpassed $40
million in support of homelessness, education, health care and
sports-based youth development.
Grant recipients were the
Alliance for Children’s Rights, the
Los Angeles LGBT Center, Raise
a Child, Playworks, the Natasha
Watley Foundation, the CSUN
Roy and Roxie Campanella
Physical Therapy Scholarship,
College Track, The Posse
Foundation,
Extraordinary

Families, National Foster Youth
Institute and the Good Plus
Foundation.
“Now more than ever, we are
pleased to be able to support local
organizations with grants, programs and initiatives focused on
pressing problems impacting
those who need us most,” LADF
CEO Nichol Whiteman said.
“Partnership remains the key to
our overall success. These investments in the local community are
made possible due to the tremendous generosity of Dodger fans,
corporate supporters, foundations,
individuals, municipal agencies
and more.”
Through its Dodgers RBI program, LADF afforded nearly
10,000 youth the opportunity to
return to play at 76 locations
throughout Los Angeles and
Long Beach, at no cost, after the
pandemic shutdown sports in
2020. LADF also recently broke
ground on its 58th Dodgers
Dreamfield at Maywood Park, a
$657,000 project that features a
baseball and softball field and a
training facility.

The Wallis welcomes Faliks for piano program
The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts presents an
evening with acclaimed pianist
Inna Faliks on Thursday, Jan. 13, at,
7:30 p.m. in The Wallis’ Bram
Goldsmith Theater.
Faliks breaks new ground with a
breathtakingly innovative homage
to Beethoven and Ravel that
includes the live premieres of imaginative new works for the piano by
nine contemporary composers –
Paola Prestini, Billy Childs, Timo
Andres, Richard Danielpour, Peter
Golub, Ian Krouse, David
Lefkowitz, Mark Carlson and
Tamir Hendelman. On the program
are Beethoven’s Bagatelles, op.
126, and Ravel’s Gaspard de la
Nuit, alongside new works by the
nine composers, the latter six of
whom are UCLA faculty composers commissioned to craft
responses to the masterpieces. A
pre-concert prelude with Faliks
takes place on stage at 6:30 p.m.
The performance also celebrates
Faliks’ release of the program on
Navona Records, which was
recorded and produced during the
pandemic with the help of
Yamaha’s Disklavier technology.
The Wallis is closely monitoring
the rapidly changing local health

2022
Goodbye 2021, hello 2022!
Wishing you a wonderful year ahead.
photo by Hugh Kreschmer

Pianist Inna Faliks will perform at The Wallis on Jan. 13.

and safety environment carefully
and addressing known health factors. Should plans change and any
performance be required to be postponed or cancelled, or if venue
capacity limitations are instituted,
ticket holders will be notified
immediately with options for their
purchased tickets. For The Wallis’

current health and safety protocols,
visit thewallis.org/safetyindoors.
Ticket start at $29 per person.
The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts is located at
9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd. in
Beverly Hills. For tickets and information, call (310)746-4000, or visit
thewallis.org/faliks.
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Grand Park celebrates New Year’s Eve online
Grand Park’s NYELA will ring
in the new year with a live, onehour special broadcast and streaming event on Friday, Dec. 31, from
11:00 p.m. to 12:01 a.m.
The event will honor the
resilience of Los Angeles County
residents and in particular, those
who inspired hope during 2021.
While Grand Park’s NYELA celebration will be closed to the public
this year due to the pandemic,
Grand Park will still hold a live
event for a special by-invitationonly audience of city and county
frontline and essential workers. The
program, which will feature joyful
musical performances and Grand
Park’s signature video projection
countdown, will be broadcast on
Fuse and livestreamed on Grand
Park’s YouTube channel, providing
the opportunity for people around
the world to experience the park’s
grand New Year’s Eve celebration.
In line with Grand Park’s commitment to featuring L.A.-based
talent, Grand Park’s NYELA will

feature a dynamic line-up of performances beginning with the AfroDominican rhythms of songstress
Esty, followed by the R&B-influenced alt-hop beats of South L.A.’s
DUCKWRTH. A Latin icon for
alternative electronic music worldwide and known for popular hits
such as “Mas,” “Hasta Quemarnos”
and “Soun Tha Mi Primer Amor,”
Kinky will close out the hour-long
program with a high-energy set.
With back-to-back DJ sets, Peanut
Butter Wolf, founder of independent Stone Throw Records, and
J.Rocc, one of the original turntablists, will keep the party atmosphere going between main stage
performances.
The celebration will culminate
with Grand Park’s signature midnight countdown created in a new
partnership with Xitelabs, featuring
an exciting showcase of 3D graphics and light displayed on Los
Angeles City Hall.
“With a special invitation-only
audience and an event that every-

MOCA highlights special exhibits

Additional tickets have been
released for MOCA Grand Avenue
and the Geffen Contemporary at
MOCA. Available for advance
reservation through March 6, tickets will be released every two
weeks on Tuesdays at noon.
MOCA Grand Avenue is open to
the public with advance free ticket
reservations. All visitors, including
members, need to secure advance
timed-entry tickets online. Tickets
for MOCA Grand Avenue are also
currently available through March
6.
The Geffen Contemporary at
MOCA is open with “Pipilotti Rist:
Big
Heartedness,
Be
My
Neighbor,” a special ticketed exhibition. Special exhibitions at
MOCA are $18 for adults, $10 for
students with I.D. and seniors 65
and older, and free for children
under 12. MOCA members receive

free admission to special exhibitions.
Tickets for “Pipilotti Rist: Big
Heartedness, Be My Neighbor”
allow for a free second visit to the
exhibition. Paid ticket buyers will
receive a special code via email to
reserve return tickets.
Through Jan. 2, people who purchase a MOCA membership will
receive a gift membership of the
same level to share. Members enjoy
free admission to the museum, invitations to engage with artists and
curators, access to behind-thescenes tours, and discounts on parking and merchandise in the MOCA
Store. For information, email membership@moca.org.
MOCA closes at 3 p.m. on New
Year’s Eve and is closed on New
Year’s Day.
For reservations, call (213)6335351, or visit moca.ticketapp.org.

photo courtesy of MOCA

MOCA has announced that tickets are available by reservation through
March 6.

Gallery offers scholarships for artists

TAG Gallery at 5458 Wilshire
Blvd. is offering two $3,500 scholarships for low-income artists. The
scholarships are specifically tailored to artists who identify as
being from backgrounds, groups
and communities that are underrepresented in the arts.
Applications are available online
and will be accepted through
Monday, Jan. 31. Recipients will be
announced by March 2.
To better serve the city and it’s
artists, TAG Gallery offers the
Equity Award and Uplift Award.
The Equity Award will be granted
to an artist who comes from a background, group or community that is
underrepresented in the arts. The
award includes a display of the

artist’s work at TAG Gallery in
June. The Uplift Award will be
granted to an artist whose total
household income for 2020 (as verified by tax documentation) is less
than $35,000. The Uplift Award
includes a solo art display at TAG
Gallery in August.
Both scholarships are open to
adult residents of L.A. County who
are 18 or older. The scholarships are
for working artists and are not
available to students in college
graduate or undergraduate programs. Past members and the
immediate family to past TAG
Artists are also not eligible for the
awards.
For information and to apply,
visit taggallery.net/scholarships.

one can also enjoy from home,
Grand Park’s NYELA is our way of
saying thank you to the many
whose personal and professional
sacrifices kept us safe,” Grand Park
director Julia Diamond said. “In
partnership with the city and county of Los Angeles, these essential
workers embody the resilience and
heart found in all Angelenos that
will carry us into 2022. This year’s
celebration keeps with Grand
Park’s tradition of presenting the
best homegrown talent, highlighting forward-thinking artists,
embracing diverse backgrounds
and helping to further connect each
of us to one another. Audiences, no
matter where they are celebrating,
can expect upbeat performances
and dance floor beats, hallmarks of
every Grand Park’s NYELA.”
Viewers can livestream the event
on Fuse (check local listings for
channels) and Grand Park’s
YouTube channel. For information,
visit nyela.grandparkla.org and
musiccenter.org.
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The annual NYELA celebration, which will be held virtually, will include
light projections on City Hall.

’Hamilton’ suspends shows through Jan. 23
Due to COVID-19 breakthrough cases, the Los Angeles
production of “Hamilton” at the
Hollywood Pantages Theatre has
cancelled performances through
Jan. 23.
All tickets will be refunded at
the
point
of
purchase.
Performances of “Hamilton” are
scheduled
to
resume
on
Wednesday, Jan. 26.
“With COVID-19 cases still rising in Los Angeles each day, the
Omicron variant has yet to peak,
and we expect many refunds and
suppressed sales for the next several weeks,” Producer Jeffrey
Seller said. “In consultation with
our epidemiologist, we are proactively and immediately cancelling
performances thru Jan. 23. We
look forward to resuming performances at the Hollywood
Pantages Theatre with a complete
and healthy company in 2022.”
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Jameal Westman appears in the national tour of “Hamilton.”

“Hamilton” is the story of
America's
founding
father
Alexander Hamilton, an immigrant from the West Indies who
became George Washington's
right-hand man during the
Revolutionary War. Hamilton
served as the new nation’s first
treasury secretary. Featuring a

score that blends hip-hop, jazz,
blues, rap, R&B, and Broadway
tunes, “Hamilton” is the story of
America then, as told by America
now.
Tickets for upcoming performances may be purchased
by visiting broadwayinhollywood.com/hamiltonla.
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Academy Museum releases schedule

The Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures will continue its
calendar of film screenings and
public programs that will take place
in the museum’s David Geffen
Theater, Ted Mann Theater and
educational spaces in January.
Oscar Sundays, held every
Sunday evening in the David
Geffen Theater, celebrates films
that have been honored at the
Academy Awards. For the month of
January, several screenings will
explore films with the theme of
homecoming.
They include “The Awful Truth,”
Jan. 2; “Rebecca,” Jan. 9; “On
Golden Pond,” Jan. 23; and
“Minari,” Jan. 30.
In conjunction with the Academy
Museum’s landmark exhibition
Hayao Miyazaki, the museum will
screen the Academy Award-winning filmmaker’s complete body of
work as a feature director.
One of the cofounders of Studio
Ghibli, along with director Isao
Takahata and producer Toshio
Suzuki, Miyazaki has forged a singular path as a storyteller. On Jan. 1,
“Never-Ending Man: Hayao
Miyazaki” will offer an intimate
portrait of the director at work on a
unique film project. All films will be
screened in both the original language Japanese with English subtitles and the dubbed English dialogue
versions (except where noted).
Every Saturday, the Academy
Museum screens films for families
of all ages. The final family matinee of every month is an accommodative screening where the
museum offers open captioning,
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The Academy Museum is hosting a dynamic schedule of film screenings
in the new year.

keeps the theater dimly lit and
maintains a lower volume for neurodivergent viewers.
In January, the series will explore
nature and the changing of the seasons with “Winged Migration,”
Jan. 1; “Lassie Come Home,” Jan.
8; “Fly Away Home,” Jan. 15; and
“Paddington,” Jan. 22.
Branches of the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
represent distinct craft and professional areas of moviemaking.
Working with members of
Academy Branches, the Academy
Museum is presenting a new week-

ly series: Branch Selects.
Each week, the series highlights
a movie, presented chronologically
from silent cinema to contemporary
films, that represents a major
achievement in the evolution of
cinema and its unique crafts. In
January, it kicks off the series with
four titles from cinema’s first
decades: Battleship Potemkin, Jan.
4; “The Adventures of Prince
Achmed,”
Jan.
11;
“The
Cameraman,” Jan. 18; and “King
Kong,” Jan. 25.
For information, visit academymuseum.org.

LACO presents Westside Chamber Series

Los
Angeles
Chamber
Orchestra’s Westside Chamber
Series opens with “Strings for the
Ages,” a genre-spanning program
highlighting works from each classical music period from the
Baroque era to the 20th century on
Saturday, Jan. 8, at 8 p.m. at The
Broad Stage in Santa Monica.
Led by director of chamber
music and concertmaster Margaret
Batjer, the program features five
works, including Britten’s Simple
Symphony Op.4, which premiered
in 1934 and is based on material
the composer wrote between the
ages of 9 and 12; and Corelli’s joyful Concerto Grosso in D Major
Op. 6, No. 4, composed circa 1712
and considered a key work in the
baroque instrumental music canon.
LACO also performs Arvo
Pärt’s
Summa
for
String
Orchestra, originally written in
1978 as an a cappella vocal work
inspired by Medieval chant and
Renaissance polyphony in a style
the Estonian composer calls
“tintinnabulation.” The program
concludes with Geminiani’s
Concerto Grosso in D Major Op.5,
No 1 (after Corelli’s Sonata Op.5,
No.1), a work inspired by Corelli,
Geminiani’s teacher; and Grieg’s
beloved Holberg Suite for String
Orchestra, a five-movement
French baroque dance suite composed for piano in 1884 and reorchestrated for string orchestra in
1885 that blends traditional
baroque structure with the lush
romantic sound of the era.
Batjer has served as concertmaster of Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra since 1998, and has been
featured on numerous world premieres and CDs, including a
Deutsche Grammophon recording

Donation boosts zoo conservation
The Greater Los Angeles Zoo
Association announced a $1 million anonymous donation on Dec.
28 to help fund the zoo’s first
Conservation Strategic Plan.
The plan, released in July 2021,
is a comprehensive five-year
effort that operationalizes the
zoo’s pledge to protect animals,
plants and habitats through
actions that also advance social
and environmental justice.
“The $1 million anonymous
donation helps GLAZA get 90% of
the way to achieving our $3 million
fundraising
goal
for
the
Conservation Strategic Plan,”
GLAZA president Tom Jacobson
said. “Our success in raising funds to
implement this bold plan highlights
donor excitement and the belief that
the zoo can and must exert a proactive impact on conservation in Los
Angeles, the region and the world
for the next five years.”
The Conservation Strategic
Plan focuses on social and environmental justice, human-wildlife
co-existence, California conservation, illegal wildlife trade, conservation translocations and evidence-based conservation.
California’s native wildlife is
uniquely at risk, according to

GLAZA. With 1,100 miles of
coastline threatened by sea-level
rise, rising temperatures and
increased frequency and severity
of droughts, California faces
daunting challenges.
The Conservation Strategic
Plan starts with a focus in Griffith
Park and extends around the
world. It highlights the zoo’s integral role in saving animals from
extinction, notably three endangered California species –
California condor, peninsula
pronghorn (also known as berrendo) and southern mountain yellow-legged frog. It also highlights
the important role that the zoo,
which welcomes 1.8 million visitors annually, plays in connecting
people to nature.
“This incredible donation and
GLAZA’s fundraising efforts is
vital to the zoo’s efforts to achieve
the goals and objectives set forth in
the Conservation Strategic Plan,”
added Los Angeles Zoo Director
and CEO Denise M. Verret. “It’s
the zoo’s vision to create a world
where people and wildlife thrive
together, and this plan not only
solidifies that vision but provides a
pathway for us to get there.”
For information, visit lazoo.org.
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The Conservation Strategic Plan will aid the zoo’s efforts to protect
endangered species, including southern mountain yellow-legged frogs.

B’nai B’rith welcomes new leader
Eric Book has been elected
senior vice president of B’nai B’rith
International by the organization’s
International Board of Governors.
During his three-year term in the
leadership position, Book will help
implement B’nai B’rith’s policies
and programs.
Book joined B’nai B’rith in 1975
as an Encino B’nai B’rith Lodge
member, and for his first project
raised money for the B’nai B’rith
youth programs. He is currently a
member of the B’nai B’rith
International Board of Governors
and Executive Board of Directors.
Book previously served as vice
president of finance of B’nai B’rith
Southern California and president
of B’nai B’rith Pacific Southwest
Region, and of the American Red
Magen David for Israel. He has
received many service honors
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LACO director of chamber music and concertmaster Margaret Batjer will
lead the concert on Jan. 8.

of Bach’s Concerto for Two
Violins with violinist Hilary Hahn.
The concert is supported by the
Colburn Foundation and the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
The orchestra also receives public
funding in grants from the Los
Angeles Department of Cultural

Affairs, the Los Angeles County
Arts Commission and the National
Endowment for the Arts.
Tickets are $58. The Broad
Stage is located at 1310 11th St.,
Santa Monica. For information and
tickets, call (213)622-7001 ext. 1,
and visit laco.org.

including the Akiba Award,
Guardian of the Menorah Award,
Past Presidents Service Award,
Anti-Defamation
League
Distinguished Service Award and
the Pioneers of Israel Award.
Over the past 40 years, Book has
dedicated many hours of service to
civic, community, charitable and government organizations. He currently
serves as a board member at the Child
and Family Guidance Center.
B’nai B’rith International has
advocated for the global Jewish
population and championed the
cause of human rights since 1843.
The organization is recognized as a
vital voice in promoting Jewish
unity and continuity, a staunch
defender of the state of Israel and a
tireless advocate on behalf of senior
citizens. For information, visit
bnaibrith.org.

20 December 30, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

CHLA encourages more vaccinations at clinics
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
is offering free COVID-19 and flu
vaccines for the families at its
Specialty Care Centers during
select
dates
in
January.
Appointments for the PfizerBioNTech COVID-19 vaccine are
available for those ages 5 and older
by
visiting
myturn.ca.gov,
California’s official vaccination
appointment scheduling system.
The clinics are also offering the
Pfizer-BioNTech booster for eligible individuals ages 16 and older.
Flu shots are available on a walk-in
basis for those 6 months of age and
older. Per the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, it is safe to
get the COVID-19 and flu vaccines
at the same time.
“With COVID-19 cases on the
rise again, and the threat of the
more transmissible Omicron variant, it’s crucial that families stay
vigilant and not allow pandemic
fatigue to settle in,” said Dr. James
Stein, chief Medical officer of
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles.
“The most important thing people
can do to keep themselves and their
loved ones safe is to get fully vaccinated. The COVID-19 vaccine
has been proven to be safe and
effective for everyone ages five and
up, and Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles is committed to doing its
part in spreading this message and
helping to make vaccines more
accessible in the community.”
Clinics will be held on Jan. 8, 15
and 22 in Arcadia, Encino and
Torrance, respectively. Second
doses of the Pfizer COVID-19 vac-
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Children’s Hospital Los Angeles is offering vaccines at the hospital in
Hollywood and community clinics.

cine will be available on Saturday,
Feb. 12. Pfizer-BioNTech booster
shots are also available for eligible
individuals ages 16 and older who
received the second shot more than
6 months ago.
CHLA has been serving its local
community as a COVID-19 vaccination site since February 2021 and
has also made it a priority to go
beyond its campus at 6450 Sunset
Blvd., where vaccinations are also
available. In March and April,
CHLA vaccinated over 500 community members at a pop-up vaccine
clinic in Macedonia Baptist Church
in South Los Angeles and another
250 community members at

Antelope Valley Recreational
Center. CHLA also targeted schools,
providing staff for Inglewood High
School’s vaccine clinic, and vaccinating over 750 students and family
members at South El Monte High
School and over 470 students and
family members at Mountain View
High School. In November, CHLA
became one of the first hospitals on
the West Coast to administer the
COVID-19 vaccine to children ages
5-11 following CDC approval of. To
date, CHLA has administered more
than 44,000 doses of the COVID-19
vaccine both at the hospital and in
the community.
For information, chla.org/blog.

L.A. theater vet Danziger remembered
Kenneth Danziger, the British
actor whose humor and intelligence charmed audiences in
London and regional theaters
across the country for decades,
died on Dec. 12. He was 76.
According to close friend June
Stoddard, Danziger had been
diagnosed with cancer six months
ago. He died at his home in Santa
Monica.
Born in Essex, England,
Danziger was brought to Los
Angeles in his teens by his mother. He began theater studies at El
Camino College. Returning to the
U.K. to train at the Bristol Old Vic
Theatre School, he then joined
Joan Littlewood's Stratford East
Theatre Company.
In a career spanning 50 years,
Danziger acted in roles for stage,
film and television in London,
New York and Los Angeles. He
was an accomplished voice artist,
working extensively in radio,
video games, audiobooks and
looping.

Kenneth Danziger

For BBC Radio, Danziger
played opposite Alfred Molina in
“A Small Family Business,”
directed by Martin Jarvis. He per-

formed in radio plays with L.A.
Theatre Works and provided his
voiceover talent to films like “101
Dalmatians,” “Shrek” and the
video game “Star Wars: The Old
Republic.”
Danziger guest-starred on
dozens of television shows,
including “Stargate,” “E.R.,”
“Night Court” and “Melrose
Place.”
A veteran of Los Angeles theater, Danziger earned rave
reviews in stage productions such
as “Greek” at the Matrix Theatre,
“Patience” at Antaeus Theatre and
“Duet for One” at the Fountain
Theatre. His 1995 performance in
“Ashes” at the Fountain earned
Danziger an Ovation nomination
for best featured actor in a play.
For the last 20 years, Danziger
devoted himself to the Didi Hirsch
Suicide Prevention Center, where
he became an accredited counselor, supervisor and teacher.
Danziger is survived by Tina
Scott, his wife of 42 years.

Urgent call for blood issued by Cedars-Sinai

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center is in
urgent need of blood donations. The
holidays are traditionally a difficult
time for blood banks and the shortage has intensified in the midst of
the COVID-19 pandemic, which
has halted community blood drives
at schools and other locations. The
American Red Cross and other
blood suppliers are struggling to
restore their inventories in the wake
of serious shortages experienced
over the past year.
A single blood donation, which
takes roughly 10 minutes to collect,
can help save the lives of up to two

individuals suffering from many
health conditions, including traumatic injury, cancer, blood disorders
and heart conditions. As one of the
few level one trauma centers in Los
Angeles, Cedars-Sinai gives
patients transfusions of more than
30,000 units of red blood cells,
7,000 units of platelets and 11,000
units of plasma every year.
People are encouraged to donate
blood and platelets for patients at
Cedars-Sinai to help ease the strain on
the national blood supply. Cedars-Sinai
takes strict precautions to keep donors
safe and prevent the spread of the coro-

navirus. Physical distancing and masks
are required at all times when donating
blood. All donors are prescreened for
COVID-19 symptoms.
Blood Donor Services is located
in the medical center’s South
Tower, Room 1690, 8700 Beverly
Blvd. Donation hours are 8 a.m.-3
p.m., Monday, Thursday and
Friday; 11:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.,
Tuesday and Wednesday; 7:30 a.m.2:30 p.m., Saturday.
To schedule a donation, call
Cedars-Sinai Blood Donor Services
at (310)423- 4170, or email blooddonorservices@cshs.org.

Gift supports Cedars’ vision
Propelled by a historic $100
million gift, Cedars-Sinai is
advancing its “ambitious” vision
for children’s healthcare to fill a
gap in care for young patients in
the Los Angeles region.
Cedars-Sinai Guerin Children’s
will provide a continuum of primary and specialty care for hospitalized patients and outpatients as
they grow from newborns to adolescents to adults. It will combine
clinical care, pediatric research
and physician education and training to support Cedars-Sinai and its
network of healthcare partners
across the region.
Guerin Children’s has been
made possible by a gift from the
Shapell
Guerin
Family
Foundation and its president, Vera
Guerin, a longtime Cedars-Sinai
supporter who currently serves as
board chair of Cedars-Sinai
Health System. The $100 million
contribution is the largest lifetime
gift in Cedars-Sinai’s 119-year
history.
“Our family is passionate about
Cedars-Sinai and about providing
a continuum of care for patients
from childhood to adulthood,”
Guerin said. “We are honored and
humbled to play our part in supporting and building this incredible institution.”
In addition to current intensive
care pediatric beds, an inpatient
space with 26 beds is now under
renovation on the Cedars-Sinai
campus and is scheduled to open

in spring 2022. The family-friendly setting will feature a game and
movie room with interactive
screens to play games and activities, an outdoor garden, children’s
art by local artists, a family lounge
for adults and furniture that converts into beds for parents who
wish to stay with their children at
night.
“We intend to establish Guerin
Children’s as an international destination for children and their
families and as a leader in pediatric care and research in the
United States,” Cedars-Sinai president and CEO Thomas Priselac
said. “The support and vision of
Vera Guerin and the Shapell
Guerin Family Foundation will
have a lasting impact on the health
of generations of children and
families.”
Guerin Children’s will build on
Cedars-Sinai’s care in pediatrics
and labor and delivery. The medical center delivers more than
6,200 babies a year. The enterprise will offer patients a full complement of pediatric specialties,
maternal-fetal medicine and pediatric surgery and transplants.
Guerin said she hopes that
Guerin Children’s will have an
enduring impact on children’s
health in the Los Angeles community while serving patients elsewhere through its comprehensive
array of services. Guerin and her
family have been longtime supporters of Cedars-Sinai.
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Lakers say goodbye to stadium name

To properly say farewell to the
name of STAPLES Center, the Los
Angeles Lakers celebrated 22 years
of history at STAPLES Center on
Dec. 23 and played a special tribute
with numerous festivities. Fans
enjoyed a special opening video
that paid tribute to the Lakers’ history at STAPLES Center and
received a commemorative T-shirt
that replicated the first T-shirt given

away at STAPLES Center for a
Lakers game in June 2000, when
the Lakers won the Western
Conference. Several Lakers legends were in attendance for a special halftime celebration featuring
past NBA Championship trophies.
The stadium will now be called the
Crypto.com
Arena
after
Crypto.com paid $700 million for
the naming rights.
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2021 provided plenty of reason for optimism
From page 1
on the patio of Il Pastaio on Canon
Drive. A female patron was shot
and injured as the suspects and victim struggled on the patio. The
assailants fled with the victim’s
$500,000 Richard Mille wristwatch.
On May 12, Beverly Hills Police
Department officials and FBI
agents announced the arrests of
three gang members from South
Los Angeles in connection with the
Il Pastaio robbery. The suspects –
Malik Lamont Powell, 20, Khai
McGhee, 18, and Marquise
Anthony Gardon, 41 – pleaded
guilty in September to multiple federal felony charges and face up to
20 years in federal prison.
Sentencing is scheduled on Feb. 14,
2022.
On June 8, one of the largest
developments in Beverly Hills history was approved after the City
Council gave the nod to One
Beverly Hills, which will include
residences and hotels – including
the existing Waldorf Astoria and the
Beverly Hilton – retail and restaurant space, and botanical gardens
on both sides of Merv Griffin Way.
The 17.5-acre project near Wilshire
and Santa Monica boulevards does
not include affordable housing on
site, but the development agree-

career with the Los Angeles Police
Department, and came to the
BHPD from the Port of San Diego
Harbor Police Department, where
he served as chief of police and vice
president of public safety since
2018. Stainbrook vowed to build
community cohesion and maintain
a tough stance against crime, keeping Beverly Hills safe and secure.
On the night after Stainbrook’s
swearing in, the city was in the
headlines again when philanthropist Jacqueline Avant, wife of
music producer Clarence Avant,
was shot in her Trousdale Estate
home on Dec. 1. A 29-year-old
parolee was arrested a little more
than hour after the murder during a
burglary in the Hollywood Hills
and faces felony charges in the
Avant murder case.
West Hollywood
The
landscape
of West
Hollywood continued to evolve in
2021 as the city rebounded from the
first year of the pandemic. On Jan.
19, the city embarked on its
Housing Element update, a lengthy
analysis of its housing stock and
prospects for creating more affordable housing.
On Feb. 16, the City Council
took another major policy step by
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Pride celebrations were held virtually in West Hollywood this year.

ment stipulates that the city will
receive $100 million from developer Beny Alagem for housing at
other locations. Alagem Capital
Group plans to open the $2 billion
One Beverly Hills project in 2026.
The business district in Beverly
Hills bustled again in 2021, with
shoppers returning to Rodeo Drive
and shops throughout the business
triangle. Crowds continued to flock
to the area through summer, fall and
into the holiday season, which
kicked off at the Rodeo Drive
Holiday Lighting Celebration on
Nov. 18 with music, fireworks and
special appearances by city officials
and Santa Claus.
The BHUSD made headlines in
September, when controversy surfaced surrounding the residency of
Board of Education Vice President
Tristen Walker-Shuman. The
BHUSD received an anonymous
complaint that Walker-Shuman had
moved out of state. On Sept. 22, she
resigned from the board stating that
the controversy surrounding her
residency had become too much of
a distraction.
The BHPD started another new
chapter in the fall when Police
Chief Mark Stainbrook was sworn
into office on Nov 30. The 27-year
law enforcement veteran started his

approving a ban on flavored tobacco and prohibiting retailers from
accepting tobacco coupons.
With the easing of restrictions on
outdoor dining in January and the
success of al fresco meal service,
the city of West Hollywood
approved the concept for the Out on
Robertson program in February.
The pilot program launched in
April and closed Robertson
Boulevard south of Santa Monica
Boulevard to vehicles on weekends,
allowing restaurants to expand into
the street. However, the program
failed to draw crowds in the large
numbers that were originally
expected and the City Council discontinued it on July 21.
Pride celebrations also remained
in flux in West Hollywood in 2021
after Christopher Street West,
which organized previous parades
and festivals, announced in 2020
that it would no longer host events
in the city. Faced with restrictions
on large gatherings still in place last
spring due to COVID-19, the West
Hollywood City Council opted to
hold virtual Pride programming in
2021. Plans for the upcoming June
2022 Pride celebration also remain
uncertain, as the city ponders how
to hold its own event safely in the
coming weeks. Christopher Street

West approached the city with the
idea of it once again holding a Pride
parade in West Hollywood,
although the City Council has not
made any decision.
West Hollywood selected a new
city manager in May, appointing
David Wilson to succeed outgoing
City Manager Paul Arevalo, who
retired in July after more than 20
years of service. Wilson also
worked for the city of West
Hollywood for 20 years leading up
to his appointment, including the
previous three years as assistant
city manager.
In July, the West Hollywood City
Council approved a controversial
hotel ordinance granting new rights
to employees. The ordinance
reduced workloads by limiting the
amount of floorspace housekeepers
can clean during an eight-hour shift
and established new compensations
standards. It also included a
requirement that hotel operators
first offer vacant positions to
employees who have been laid off
before filling them with new hires.
The ordinance was supported by
UNITE Here Local 11 for its protections for workers, and opposed
by the West Hollywood Chamber
of Commerce for impacts on hotel
operators.
The West Hollywood City
Council moved ahead with another
controversial
ordinance
in
September when it ordered staff to
explore changing pay requirements
for workers in the city. On Nov. 3,
the council approved an ordinance
raising the minimum wage to
$17.64 per hour, the highest in the
country.
The ordinance will take effect on
Jan. 1 for hotel workers, bringing
their wage into alignment with the
cities of Los Angeles and Santa
Monica, which implemented the
same hotel employee wage in July.
Wages will increase to $15.50 an
hour in January for large businesses
with 50 or more employees, and
$15 for small businesses. The
wages will then increase incrementally every six months until they
reach $17.64 by July 1, 2023.
Los Angeles
The Miracle Mile, Hancock Park,
Melrose-Fairfax and Hollywood
communities also experienced dramatic change in 2021, with
progress made on many fronts. The
year started with news about a closure, however, with the owner of
Olympia Medical Center announcing the property at 5900 Olympic
Blvd. had been sold to UCLA
Health and would end operations
by March 31. Alecto Healthcare
Services, an Irvine-based company
that owned and operated the hospital since 2014, said the sale allowed
for renovations to the aging medical
campus, which opened in 1948.
UCLA took control of the property
in April and is in the process of
transforming it into a mental health
center. An opening date has not
been announced.
The local community lost one of
its greatest cheerleaders when former Los Angeles City Councilman
Tom LaBonge died on Jan. 7 at the
age of 67. LaBonge represented the
City Council’s 4th District from
2001-2015 and was known as a
tireless advocate for constituents.
Mayor Eric Garcetti later named a
peak in the Hollywood Hills after
LaBonge, who loved hiking in
Griffith Park, and the late councilman has been honored at many
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One Beverly Hills was approved on June 8.

other locations throughout the city,
including the Headworks Reservoir
along the 134 Freeway near Griffith
Park, and at the Mulholland
Fountain at Los Feliz and Riverside
Boulevards. Plans call for the
Wilshire/La Brea subway station on
the Purple Line Extension project to
also be named in tribute to
LaBonge. The station is scheduled
to open in late 2024.
Leadership in the 4th District got
off to a somewhat rocky start in
2021 when newly elected
Councilwoman Nithya Raman took
office. Pandemic-related closures
prevented in-person meetings during the first part of the year, so
Raman tried to meet virtually with
many groups. Complaints about
Raman and her staff being unresponsive to constituents in Hancock
Park, the Miracle Mile, Hollywood
and Los Feliz surfaced quickly
however, and a recall campaign
against Raman was launched in
June by the group CD4 for CD4.
The recall campaign was shortlived, however, as it was called off
in September after organizers determined they could not obtain the
27,405 signatures needed to unseat
the councilwoman.
The city of Los Angeles was a
pioneer in COVID-19 relief and
vaccinations through 2021, offering
grants to small businesses and theaters in the Hollywood area that
helped them stay afloat. In March,
as
COVID-19
vaccinations
received approvals, Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District,
organized clinics to get shots into
the arms of those who were eligible. When vaccine eligibility
expanded to everyone over the age
of 16 in April, O’Farrell continued
the push to get as many people vaccinated as possible, resulting in
thousands of first and second doses
being administered throughout the
summer and early fall.
Crime also plagued many areas

of Los Angeles in 2021, including
the Melrose District, which made
headlines for high-profile robberies
and murders throughout the first
nine months of the year. Los
Angeles City Councilman Paul
Koretz, 5th District, worked with
the LAPD to deploy more resources
to the shopping district, including
the police department’s Mounted
Patrol, which covers the area on
horseback. Other resources included bike and foot patrols, as well as
undercover operations.
The number of violent crimes in
the Melrose District is currently in
decline, according to LAPD officials, which has kept resources in
the area through the holiday season.
The nonprofit Melrose Action also
installed security cameras with
license plate-reading capabilities
throughout the neighborhood in
December. Residents and law
enforcement officials hope they
will be an important component of
maintaining public safety in the
coming year.
Cultural
institutions
also
remained an important part of the
local landscape in 2021, with visitors returning after months of pandemic closures. The Petersen
Automotive Museum welcomed
guests back on March 25, and the
Los Angeles County Museum of
Art, which is currently undergoing
a transformation on a majority of its
Wilshire Boulevard campus,
reopened the Broad Contemporary
Art Museum and Resnick Pavilion
on April 1. The La Brea Tar Pits and
Museum followed suit, reopening
on April 16.
Perhaps the biggest opening
occurred on Sept. 30 when the
long-awaited Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures raised the curtain
on its new campus at Wilshire
Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue. The
museum is dedicated to the science
of moviemaking and all of its many
See Year page 22
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The Los Angeles County Museum of Art reopened its campus in April.
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Band to feature 275 band directors
From page 1
“I’ve been doing mileage with
one of the sousaphones at Beverly
Hills High School and just going
around the track,” he added. “I did
a couple mornings, so kids getting
ready for their first period would
see me. ...I did five miles [on Dec.
22], just going around the track and
having the music in my headphones
on my phone and then playing my
part along with it.”
Bradbury said he attempted to
simulate what he would be doing
during the parade, so he began
marching for well over an hour
non-stop while carrying the 30pound instrument during his workouts. He feels pretty good – just
some aches and pains.
“I’m sure there’s probably somebody that’s older than I am that’s
going to march it, but when you’re
thinking five-and-a-half miles, you
have to wrap your head around
that,” Bradbury said.
He also learned and memorized
music for the parade, including a
special arrangement of Meredith
Willson’s
“Seventy-Six
Trombones” by Lisa Galvin called
“Salute to America’s Music
Makers,” “The Stars and Stripes
Forever” by John Philip Sousa,
“Strike Up the Band” by George
Gershwin and “Sing, Sing, Sing” by
Louis Prima.
Bradbury has been the band director at BHHS since 2009. He was initially hired by the Beverly Hills
Unified School District in 1995 to
teach in the reinstated middle school
instrumental music program.
Bradbury worked as an instrumental
music teacher in the Los Angeles
Unified School District prior to that.
After a one-year hiatus due to
COVID-19, the BHHS band

Year in review, continued
From page 21
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BHHS band director Bill Bradbury, center, has served in his current role
since 2009. He was originally hired by the BHUSD in 1995.

resumed its performances at home
football games this year, and it will
be preparing for its concert season
when students return to school. A
winter band concert is scheduled for
February.
The band’s roster is smaller than
Bradbury would like to see, but the
48 students who participate do so
with a lot of heart.
“The kids that are involved are
just as enthusiastic and committed as
I’ve seen – certainly in the years
leading up to COVID,” he added.
Bradbury will have around 20
family members in the grandstands
backing him. His students are excited for him as well.
Bradbury’s call time is between

4:30 and 5 a.m. Jan. 1, and the float
is entry No. 59, which is in the second half of the parade. The estimated “step off” is between 9 and 9:15
a.m.
The custom-designed, animated
float’s theme is, “America’s Band
Directors: We teach music. We teach
life.” The float was constructed by
Pasadena-based
Artistic
Entertainment Services. It will feature an animated band-director leading a performance on a football
field.
The music will be led by Jon
Waters, the band director at
Heidelberg University.
For information, visit banddirectorssalute.org.

elements and facets. It includes
300,000 square feet of exhibition
space in the former May
Company department store building, as well as two new theaters
including the spherical David
Geffen Theater, a new concrete
and glass landmark on the
Miracle Mile.
The fourth quarter of 2021
proved to be a controversial period in the city of Los Angeles as
the City Council underwent redistricting, a process that occurs
every 10 years and is based on
U.S. Census data.
For the first time, a citizens
redistricting commission oversaw
the process instead of the City
Council in an effort to reduce
political influence and balance
voting populations.
The commission altered the
boundaries of districts throughout
the city, but none more dramatically that Raman’s 4th District,
which had its southern boundary
primarily placed along Franklin
Avenue and through the neighborhoods just south of Griffith
Park. The Miracle Mile and
Hancock Park neighborhood
were moved from the 4th District

to the 5th District, and the communities of Larchmont Village
and Windsor Square were placed
in the 13th District, along with
most of Hollywood.
The redistricting process
received final approval from the
City Council on Dec. 7 and goes
into effect on Jan. 1.
As the year drew to a close,
new concerns arose about
COVID-19 and the Omicron variant’s rapid transmission. Public
officials continue to stress that
COVID-19 vaccines and boosters
provide the best options for
reducing the spread of the virus.
City officials in Beverly Hills,
West Hollywood and Los
Angeles plan to continue efforts
to reduce virus cases while boosting economic recovery and
reopening businesses.
The primary election for new
leadership in Los Angeles will be
held on June 7 for the office of
mayor, 5th Council District member and city controller, followed
by the general election on Nov. 8.
With such important changes
coming just around the corner,
2022 looks to be as eventful and
dynamic as 2021.

City officials, LADWP celebrate winter solstice Dec. 21
The Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power and the
Fernandeño Tataviam Band of
Mission Indians on Dec. 21 cohosted a winter solstice community
wellness
gathering
at
Chatsworth Nature Preserve to celebrate the official first day of winter and to honor and remember
those who have died due to
COVID-19.
“I am grateful to the Fernandeño
Tataviam and Chumash Tribal
leaders for bringing us together
today to honor those we’ve lost
and reaffirm our ties to this place
and to each other,” Mayor Eric
Garcetti said. “All of us share in
the trauma of the last nearly two
years, but as we mark the shortest
day of the year, we know that
spring is up ahead, and we will
emerge stronger than before.”
Hundreds of community members attended the event at the city’s
only nature preserve. Fernandeño
Tataviam and Chumash Native
American welcoming songs were
performed, and attendees participated in a prayer circle.
“As First Peoples, my Tribe is
not unfamiliar with pandemic outbreaks in our homelands,” said
Fernandeño Tataviam Band of
Mission Indians’ Tribal President
Rudy Ortega Jr. “Two-hundred
years ago, my great-great grandmother Maria and hundreds of
Tribal members lost their lives in a
pandemic, and today, we’ve lost
more of our loved ones to COVID19. In their honor, we gather
together on our ancestral village of
Jucjauyanga to celebrate our win-
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Bruce the Shark from “Jaws” is one of the countless exhibits at the
Academy Museum of Motion Pictures.

Senators praise emissions standards
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City officials and the the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
celebrated the winter solstice on Dec. 21.

ter solstice and pray for the good
health, wellness and spirit our
communities.”
The property is closed to the
public to preserve habitat on the
site, so the event provided the
community a rare opportunity to
view unique wildlife, plants and
trees around Chatsworth Nature
Preserve.
Speakers also included Los
Angeles City Council President
Pro Tempore Councilman Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District.
The LADWP-owned property

originally served as the site of a
reservoir put into service in 1919
and fed by the San Fernando
Reservoir.
Because the reservoir dam was
built without mechanical compaction of the soil, it was deemed
seismically
vulnerable
and
removed from service in 1972. In
1997, the Los Angeles City
Council renamed the Chatsworth
Reservoir as the Chatsworth
Nature Preserve, establishing the
city’s first and only nature preserve.

U.S. Sens. Dianne Feinstein and
Alex Padilla (both D-Calif.) on
Dec. 20 released a joint statement
after the Biden administration
released its vehicle emissions standards for model years 2023
through 2026.
“We’re pleased the Biden
administration continues to take
action to combat the existential
threat of the climate crisis,” the
senators said. “Today’s action by
the EPA to finalize strong vehicle
emissions standards will put us
back on the path to reducing harmful emissions from the transportation sector while addressing the
leading cause of climate pollution
nationwide. Importantly, the rule
will safeguard clean air and
improve public health, particularly
for communities in higher pollution areas.”
They said the ruling sets “ambitious standards.”
“Doing so will save Americans
$190 billion by reducing carbon
emissions, improving public health
and saving drivers money at the

pump as we continue the transition
to cleaner electric vehicles,”
Feinstein and Padilla said. “We
welcome today’s news and look
forward to working with the
administration
to
reinstate
California’s waiver under the
Clean Air Act to set its own emission standards, and working
together to advance the next set of
ambitious standards for 2027 and
beyond.”
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HELP WANTED

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
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s
e
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SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com
Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

To our new readers:

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks.
To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

Ways to subscribe

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

as seen on YouTube!

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

Spices • Blooms
Baskets
Special Occasion Flowers
Signature Spice
Coastal Mediterranean
Blend
Fiesta Blend
Steak & Burger Blend
The Italian One
Sunday Supper

emilyjilgco.com
a lifestyle brand

1. Reunion attendee
5. Visibility reducer
9. Illuminate
14. List heading
15. Inside
16. Short straw drawer
17. Comes to the rescue
18. Leave a mark on
19. Had something
20. Stephen King novel that was made
into a film
23. Strange sounding lake
24. Send
25. Important digits on an I.R.S. form
28. Drink all at once
31. “Fool’s” gold
33. Old German currency
36. Massenet opera
39. Insurer for military personnel
40. Armchair quarterback's hobby
44. Served up a whopper
45. Letters before tees
46. Bandleader Brown
47. Chilly US state
50. Paris airport
52. “Naughty!”
53. Wedding exchange
56. ___ and aahs
59. They can run wild
63. Refrain from
66. Owner's acquisition

67. Place to find stubble
68. Sing like Bing
69. OK city
70. Compliment
71. Egypt's capital
72. Bobbsey, Grey and Woods
73. Fish-eating duck
Down
1. Somewhat
2. French river
3. Milk dispenser
4. Inlay
5. Not fitting a category, briefly
6. Clive Cussler’s “___ Gold”
7. Sports figures
8. Medieval light
9. One of the Seven Dwarfs
10. Icy glaze
11. Philosopher suffix
12. Born name
13. Coastal eagle
21. Conductor Zubin
22. Kind of boot
25. Rope fiber
26. Unoriginal
27. Actress Patricia et al.
29. Sounds of hesitation
30. “Let’s Get It On” singer
32. Massage
33. “Clair de lune” key
34. Parcels

35. Quarterback ___
37. Uncertainties
38. Fair
41. 6-pointers
42. Above to a bard
43. Letter-shaped opening
48. Wide-sleeved robe
49. Palindromic girl's name
51. Fox hunters cry
54. “Candy is dandy ...” writer
55. Historic Tuscan city

57. Mediocre
58. Malicious
59. Aeronautical engineer Sikorsky
60. Teutonic turndown
61. Reckons up
62. Winter precipitation
63. Communication regulator
64. ___ pro nobis
65. Profit, abbr.
answers on page 31
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