
As West Hollywood leaders con-
sider options for the city’s 2022
Pride event, they want to ensure a
festival that is focused on building
community.  

The West Hollywood Pride
Subcommittee meeting heard the
first proposals from its new vendor,
the event management company
JJLA, on Nov. 29. 

JJLA presented the city with
three options for the festival, which
could be contained to West
Hollywood Park or require the clo-
sure of Santa Monica Boulevard to
activate areas citywide. Projected
budgets for the programs ranged
from $1.8 million to $3.9 million.  

JJLA highlighted June 3-5 as a
potential date for the festival. Jeff
Consoletti, founder of JJLA, said
that no matter what option the city
chooses, the company is focused on
creating an event that is inclusive
and celebrates the entire West
Hollywood community.  

“I feel like in West Hollywood,

we have the opportunity to set the
standard and just sort of kick off
Pride Month,” he said. “As a city
that’s deeply rooted in LGBTQIA+,
we really have an opportunity to
introduce a brand-new celebration.”  

The City Council in October
selected JJLA to create West
Hollywood’s own Pride festival
after Cristopher Street West, the for-
mer host of the annual L.A. Pride

parade and festival, announced in
2020 that it would move the event
out of West Hollywood.  

The largest option proposed by
JJLA would involve a citywide
event, with a full closure of Santa
Monica Boulevard, San Vicente
Boulevard and West Hollywood
Park. Businesses could expand into
the street while staged events are

The Beverly Hills Police
Department is investigating the
Dec. 1 murder of philanthropist
Jacqueline Avant, 81, wife of music
producer Clarence Avant, at her
home in the 1100 block of Maytor
Place in Trousdale Estates. 

BHPD Chief Mark Stainbrook
addressed the community and
media on his first day on the job at
a press conference on Wednesday
afternoon outside the BHPD’s sta-
tion on Rexford Drive. He said the
investigation is ongoing, and asked
for the public’s help in identifying
suspects. Stainbrook was joined by
the Beverly Hills City Council at
the press conference, where he out-
lined details about the homicide. 

“Police units arrived and discov-
ered a victim with a gunshot
wound. The suspect or suspects
were no longer at the scene,”
Stainbrook said. “Beverly Hills Fire
Department paramedics transported
the victim to Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center. Unfortunately, the victim,
identified as 81-year-old Jacqueline
Avant, did not survive.” 

Stainbrook said the motive has
not been established. He confirmed
there was a security guard at the
residence but declined to elaborate
further. Clarence Avant was not
injured, and Stainbrook did not say
if he was home at the time. 

“This is a difficult day for our
city. First and foremost, on behalf
of our entire department, our City
Council and community, I wish to
extend our deepest condolences to
the victim’s family in this case,”

Stainbrook said. “The Avant fami-
ly’s contributions to the world of
entertainment and to better commu-
nities across Los Angeles are
unmatched. There are no words to
express our profound sorrow for
this immense loss for Jacqueline’s
husband Clarence, their children
and the entire Avant family. The
department is in contact with the
Avant family to offer our support
and the resources they may need.” 

The city of Beverly Hills wel-
comed its new top law enforce-
ment official on Nov. 30 when
Chief Mark Stainbrook was
sworn-in on the steps of City
Hall. 

Dozens of law enforcement
officials from throughout the
county assembled with city offi-
cials and community members on
the plaza along Crescent Drive to
witness Stainbrook take the oath
of office, which was administered
by Beverly Hills City Clerk
Huma Ahmed. Stainbrook
assumed command of the depart-
ment from Chief Dominick
Rivetti, who served as interim
chief since May 2020. 

“I would like to extend my
deepest appreciation to the
Beverly Hills City Council for the
opportunity to serve this commu-
nity. I am humbled and excited to
be part of this wonderful city,”
Stainbrook said. “To the men and
women of the Beverly Hills
Police Department who continue
to demonstrate a tireless commit-

ment to the city, thank you for
your pledge to protect life and
property while treating everyone
with dignity and respect. Today,
we begin a new journey together
as we serve the greatest city in the
world. I appreciate your welcome
and look forward to working for
you and with you.” 

Stainbrook comes to Beverly
Hills from the Port of San Diego
Harbor Police Department, where
he served as chief of police and
vice president of public safety
since 2018. He oversaw law
enforcement on the San Diego
Bay and at the San Diego
International Airport, heading a
department with 146 sworn offi-
cers and 32 non-sworn staff
members. 

Stainbrook has extensive law
enforcement experience. He
began as an officer with the Los
Angeles Police Department in
1995 and rose to the rank of lieu-
tenant before becoming an assis-
tant police chief with the Port of
San Diego in 2011. 

He also has 32 years of military
service with the U.S. Marine

With the Hollywood sign’s
100th anniversary two years
away, preparations are underway
to celebrate the landmark’s mile-
stone year, including a project that
was recently completed to protect
the sign’s base. 

The Hollywood Sign Trust, a
nonprofit that oversees the sign
for the Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce, commissioned the
$18,000 project, which was com-
pleted from mid-October to mid-
November. The trust contracted
with Evergreen Environment Inc.

to clear away up to 30 inches of
dirt around the base of the letters
and make repairs to the sign’s
steel frame. Crews also removed
brush and debris from five feet
around the base. 

Jeff Zarrinnam, chairman of the
Hollywood Sign Trust, said the
project unearthed some history
that was previously unknown
about the Hollywood sign. Some
of the workers signed their names
and placed handprints in the
sign’s concrete foundation during
a 1978 renovation project. 

“Not only does the Chinese
See Hollywood page 30
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Pride 2022 options 
with CSW in play
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Christopher Street West has asked to hold the parade portion of its Pride
celebration in West Hollywood.

Police probe philanthropist’s murder 

Will Pride be on parade in WeHo?

A sign of things to come

Stainbrook takes reins as
Beverly Hills police chief
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Flanked by members of the Beverly Hills City Council, BHPD Chief Mark
Stainbrook spoke during Wednesday’s press conference. 

See BHPD page 31
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Crews recently completed repairs to the base of the Hollywood sign. 
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identifying suspects
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 The international contemporary
art organization Frieze, which has
previously held events in London,
New York and Los Angeles, has
partnered with the city of Beverly
Hills to launch Frieze Week in
Beverly Hills on February 17-20,
2022. 

It will be the first time the city has
worked with Frieze to bring tempo-
rary public art projects to Beverly
Hills, as well as events celebrating
art and culture. 

“I am excited that the city’s Arts
and Culture Commission, as well as
our Community Services
Department, has worked hard to
make this collaboration a reality,”
Beverly Hills Mayor Bob
Wunderlich said. “Beverly Hills is a
city that has a deep history and
appreciation of art and we look for-
ward to welcoming everyone to
experience exhibits and events in
such a beautiful and iconic setting.” 

Frieze Week in Beverly Hills’
main fair will take place at 9900

Wilshire Blvd., adjacent to the
Beverly Hilton. In 2019, Frieze
launched its inaugural fair in Los
Angeles with works from over 90 art
galleries. The event attracted 35,000
visitors over four days. 

The 2022 fair will be overseen by
Christine Messineo, director of
Frieze Los Angeles and Frieze New
York, and will showcase works by
prominent emerging artists along-
side major figures in contemporary
art. The fair will feature works in
solo, dual and thematic formats. 

Frieze will give Beverly Hills res-
idents exclusive priority booking for
early tickets from 8 a.m. to 11:59
p.m. on Dec. 8. Residents can save
up to $52 on full-priced tickets. Pre-
sale tickets will be sold at
frieze.com/presale. 

Frieze will also give Beverly Hills
residents a 15% discount and pre-
approved applications on Frieze 91,
a new membership option that offers
premiere access to fairs, studio vis-
its, artist foundations, cultural events
and special museum exhibitions.
Frieze 91 membership includes
guidance on building an art collec-
tion, access to leading curators and
purchase opportunities from partner-
ing galleries. Other benefits include
guaranteed first VIP access for the
Thursday preview at the fair, access
to the Frieze Week VIP program,
complimentary guided fair tours and
a year-round program of bespoke
events. To redeem the offer, use the
code COBH15 on the Frieze 91
application form and at checkout. 

For information, visit frieze.com.
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‘The Zip Code
Plays’ 
Antaeus Theatre Company invites
audiences to discover little-know
secrets about the culture and diver-
sity of the city with the third season
of The Zip Code Plays: Los Angeles
series, launching on Thursday, Dec.
2. The season includes installments
focusing on Hollywood, Griffith
Park, Frogtown, Burbank and
Lynwood. Each original radio play
was written by Playwrights Lab
members and recorded by Antaeus
Theatre Company actors. Episodes
are free and available on demand.
antaeus.org. 

‘La Virgen de
Guadalupe’ 
Latino Theater Company returns to
in-person performances with “La
Virgen de
Guadalupe, Dios
Inantzin,” the
company’s sig-
nature holiday
pageant, on
Friday, Dec. 3,
and Saturday,
Dec. 4, at 7:30
p.m. at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
the Angels, downtown. The produc-
tion tells the story of Juan Diego, a
peasant to whom the Virgin Mary
appeared on four occasions in 1531
in the mountains of Tepeyac, near
Mexico City. Starring Esperanza
America as the Virgin and Sal
Lopez as Diego, the cast features
over 100 actors, singers and indige-
nous Aztec dancers, as well as chil-
dren and senior citizens from the
community. General admission is

free; premium seating is available
for $45. 555 W. Temple St.
latinotheaterco.org/lavirgen. 

LA Phil  
Classical music fans won’t want to
miss the Los Angeles Philharmonic’s
“Beethoven and Julia Adolphe” per-
formances on Friday, Dec. 3, and
Saturday, Dec. 4, at 8 p.m., and
Sunday, Dec. 5, a 2 p.m., at the Walt
Disney Concert
Hall. Conductor
Xian Zhang
returns to lead
the philharmon-
ic in Nokuthula
Ngwenyama’s
“Primal Mes-
sage.” The pro-
gram also includes Adolphe’s
“Underneath the Sheen” and “Violin
Concerto,” which was commissioned
before the pandemic and will be per-
formed by the orchestra with princi-
pal concertmaster Martin Chalifour.
The LA Phil will also perform sym-
phonies by Beethoven. Tickets start
at $55. 111 S. Grand Ave. laphil.com. 

‘With Drawn Arms’ 
Join the Academy Museum and
FILM at LACMA for a screening of
“With Drawn Arms” on Saturday,
Dec. 4, from 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the
Academy Museum’s Ted Mann
Theatre. Olympic sprinter Tommie
Smith raised his gloved fist as a ges-
ture of Black unity after winning a
gold medal at the 1968 Olympics in
Mexico. Smith speaks about what
led to his gesture – and the struggles
he has faced since – in the documen-
tary, which also spotlights his multi-
year collaboration with Los

Angeles-based conceptual artist
Glenn Kaino. A post-screening con-
versation with
Smith, Kaino,
director Afshin
Shahidi and
executive pro-
ducer Jesse
Williams will be
co-moderated
by Jacqueline
Stewart and Rhea Combs. Adult
admission is $10. 6067 Wilshire
Blvd. academymuseum.org/en/pro-
grams/with-drawn-arms-9c8fff29-
44ce-0683-b2f9-7dd0f1e68ad2. 

Photography
exhibit 
Louise Alexander Gallery/AF
Projects is holding the first solo
exhibition of L.A.-based photogra-
pher Michele Asselin running from
Sunday, Dec. 5, through Thursday,
Jan. 6. Titled “Exposure,” the exhibit
features a series of new works exam-
ining the juxtaposition of sunlight to
the natural world. Hours are 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday.
Viewing is also available by
appointment on Mondays. 7503 W.
Sunset Blvd. (213)793-1530, louise-
alexander.com/exhibitions/21-
michele-asselin-exposure.

Holocaust Musuem 
Join Holocaust Museum L.A. for
“Building Bridges: Black and Jewish
Relations in L.A.,” a webinar on
Wednesday, Dec. 8, at 6 p.m., via
Zoom. Admission is free; reservations
are required. us02web.zoom.us/webi-
nar/register/WN_dp7n0NRwSXGA
DbErHH02kQ. 

CALENDAR

photo courtesy of Frieze 

Frieze’s fair in Los Angeles in 2020 featured lively events and a wide
variety of contemporary art.

Frieze Week in Beverly Hills
offers perks to residents 

L.A. observes
Hanukkah by
standing 
against hate 

The city of Los Angeles and mem-
bers of the Jewish community will
gather on Friday, Dec. 3, at 9 a.m. for
a Hanukkah candle lighting ceremo-
ny and holiday observance at Grand
Park. 

The event will include L.A. City
Attorney Mike Feuer and other city
officials who will stand together in
solidary against anti-Semitism and
hate. The ceremony is being co-
sponsored by the Jewish Federation
of Greater Los Angeles, Jewish
Family Service of Los Angeles and
the Los Angeles Civil + Human
Rights and Equity Department. 

Grand Park is located at 200 N.
Grand Ave., downtown. For informa-
tion, visit civilandhumanrights.lac-
ity.org. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Xw3GmvnA1XxWGPL-TSgh98LfFupY3MHB7p0EofxHTzw/viewform?edit_requested=true


The city of Beverly Hills is warn-
ing the public about flyers with hate
speech that were found shortly after
6 a.m. on Nov. 28. 

The Beverly Hills Police
Department received a call from a
resident who reported receiving a
flyer containing hate speech in their
front yard. 

Police searched the area and
found flyers inside plastic bags
containing rice for weight that were

distributed to homes on several
blocks in the northeast area of the
city. 

The flyers were on single 8.5-by-
11-inch sheets of paper and includ-
ed propaganda-style hate speech
related to the COVID-19 pandemic
and Jewish people, authorities said.
BHPD and public works personnel
canvassed the area and collected all
of the flyers. 

Police are investigating and
attempting to identify who distrib-
uted the flyers, and detectives are

reviewing security camera footage
from the area, BHPD Lt. Giovanni
Trejo said. The incident occurred
on the first day of Hanukkah. The
BHPD has increased patrols
throughout the city to ensure a safe
holiday season. 

Anyone with information or
video footage of the incident
involving the flyers is urged to call
the BHPD at (310)550-4951.
Members of the public are also
encouraged to call 911 if they wit-
ness suspicious activity. 
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Menorah lit in Beverly Hills 

The Beverly Hill City Council held a traditional menorah lighting
ceremony on Nov. 30 on the Crescent Drive Plaza in front of City Hall.
Mayor Robert Wunderlich, left, was joined by Vice Mayor Lili Bosse
and Councilmen John Mirisch, Julian Gold and Lester Friedman at the
ceremony. 

Wunderlich said Hanukkah is a special time of the year for the
Jewish community, and he encouraged everyone to take part in cele-
brating the Festival of Lights. 

“Let us come together to celebrate our lit menorah as we in Beverly
Hills continue to be a welcoming place of all religions and all ethnici-
ties,” Wunderlich said. 

The mayor also addressed an incident that occurred on Nov. 28, the
first night of Hanukkah, in which flyers with hate speech against the
Jewish community were distributed to homes in the northeast portion
of the city. The Beverly Hills Police Department is investigating and
searching for the individuals responsible. 

“Beverly Hills was the target of a shameful anti-Semitic attack, the
distribution of anti-Semitic flyers, and likely the timing was not acci-
dental. It happened before the first night of Hanukkah,” Wunderlich
said. “We do have a large Jewish population here and unfortunately we
are the victims of hate speech like that. Whether it’s against Jews or
anyone else, we won’t tolerate it in Beverly Hills. We are doing what
we can to follow up and will find the people responsible.” 

photo by Edwin Folven 

The city of Beverly Hills Office
of Emergency Management will
host two virtual community meet-
ings on Tuesday, Dec. 14, at 10
a.m., and Wednesday, Dec. 15, at 6
p.m., to inform the community
about wildfire evacuation planning
and also to test its new outdoor
warning system. 

The agendas for both meetings
are the same, so residents are
encouraged to attend one or the
other. 

The city’s police department,
fire department, department of
public works and city manager’s
office will present ways to prepare
for emergencies. 

Officials will also discuss how
each department has worked to
prepare and mitigate wildfires and
threats from other potential disas-
ters. 

Community members can learn
how to create emergency plans and
what supplies are recommended. 

Additionally, attendees can hear
the city’s planned outdoor warning
system at two in-person meetings
on Monday, Dec. 13, at 4 p.m. at
Roxbury Park (near south end of

the park at 471 S. Roxbury Drive),
and on Wednesday, Dec. 15, at 10
a.m. at Greystone Mansion, 905
Loma Vista Drive. 

The siren demonstrations will
only be tests and may be heard
throughout the city. Beverly Hills
officials have stressed that no
action will be required. The siren
will be audible for no more than 30
seconds. 

A recording of the siren demon-
stration will also be shared at each
virtual meeting. 

 “We hope the community joins
us for either a virtual meeting or
in-person siren demonstration as
an additional resource to further
prepare for a wildfire disaster that
could impact them or their fami-
lies,” Beverly Hills Emergency
Management Manager Meena
Janmohamed said. 

For information, call (310)285-
1021, or visit beverlyhills.org/fire-
sirenmeeting. 

Hate speech flyers circulate on first day of Hanukkah

City to discuss emergency preparedness, warning system 

photo by Aaron Blevins

https://www.frieze.com
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Detectives from the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Wilshire
Division are searching for two
male suspects who robbed a
female victim as she arrived home
with her child in a stroller at
approximately 5:10 p.m. on Nov.
28 in a residential neighborhood in
Hancock Park.  

Police are hoping witnesses or
members of the public will provide
information that will lead to the
suspects. Police did not disclose
the address or street name where
the robbery took place. Security
camera footage of the crime can be
viewed by visiting lapdonline.org. 

Officers responded to a call
about a robbery and found the
female victim and her infant child
at the residence. As the victims
returned from a walk and

approached the steps to their front
door, the suspects entered through
an open gate and demanded the
victim’s property. 

Detectives said the victim feared
for her safety and complied with
the suspects’ demands. The men
stole a diaper bag and a bottle cool-
er and ran to a silver sedan with
tinted windows that was parked
across the street.  

Investigators described the men
as Black and approximately 20-29
years old. One suspect was wear-
ing a light-colored mask, black
hoodie, red sweat pants with white
writing and white shoes. The other
suspect was wearing a black face
mask, gray hoodie, black sweat
pants and black shoes.  

Anyone with information is
urged to call (213) 922-8217.

Tips sought in robbery at
home in Hancock Park

photo courtesy of the LAPD 

Security camera footage was released of two male suspects who
confronted and robbed a female victim as she arrived home in
Hancock Park. 

Law enforcement authorities are
taking proactive steps to prevent
crime during the holidays and are
increasing patrols to deter addition-
al smash-and-grab robberies and
burglaries after multiple incidents
occurred during the past week. 

The Los Angeles Police
Department was placed on tactical
alert from 8 p.m. on Nov. 26
through 2 a.m. the following morn-
ing in response to a series of inci-
dents in different parts of the city on
Black Friday, LAPD spokesman
Drake Madison said. Multiple inci-
dents involving what the LAPD
called flash mobs were reported. A
large group of suspects entered
stores in the Beverly Center in the
8500 block of Beverly Boulevard
on Nov. 26 and stole merchandise
before running out, and the same
type of robbery also occurred at the
Westfield Topanga and The Village,
Madison said. Three robberies were
also reported at other locations in
the Wilshire Division on Nov. 26 in
the 8400 block of Melrose Place,
7800 block of Melrose Avenue and
100 block of South La Brea
Avenue. 

Police in Beverly Hills may have
prevented a smash-and-grab bur-
glary in the Rodeo Drive shopping
district when they arrested four men
at approximately 2:20 a.m. on Nov.
27 in the 400 block of North
Rexford Drive. Beverly Hills Police
Department Lt. Giovanni Trejo said
a citizen notified police about a
group of six suspicious vehicles dri-
ving through the district. BHPD
officers arrived and pulled over two
of the vehicles. One matched the
description of a car wanted by the
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department for allegedly being
used in a flash mob-style robbery
the previous evening at a Home
Depot store in Lakewood. 

Police allegedly found new tools
that are believed to have been
stolen from the Home Depot and
notified the sheriff’s department.
Authorities in Beverly Hills
detained the suspects until authori-
ties from the Lakewood Sheriff’s
Station arrived and took the men
into custody. 

Trejo stressed that it’s specula-
tion because no incidents occurred,
but police believe the group may

have been planning to break into
stores in Beverly Hills. The sus-
pects were all dressed in dark cloth-
ing. Two similar incidents occurred
overnight on Nov. 20-21 in which
suspects smashed windows at the
Louis Vuitton and Saks Fifth
Avenues stores in Beverly Hills, but
were unable to get inside, Trejo
added. 

“It’s unusual to see a group of
vehicles driving up and down
Rodeo Drive in the middle of the
night, and add to that all the other
criminal activity that’s been report-
ed,” Trejo said. “All of that has
made us extra sensitive to anything
that seems out of place. We
detained and arrested them based
on information we received from
the Lakewood Sheriff’s Station.” 

The Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department identified the
suspects as Bronz Jackson, 20,
Shawn Jones, 19, and Daniel
DeHughes, 19, all residents of Los
Angeles, and Everett Lestorkindle,
22, of Hawthorne. Trejo said
Beverly Hills’ network of security
cameras may have captured footage
of the other vehicles involved, and
police are reviewing video and col-
laborating with the sheriff’s depart-
ment to identify other suspects. 

Trejo added that additional bike
patrols, foot beats and vehicle
patrols have been deployed in the
city’s business districts for the holi-
days, as well as private security
officers, which have been used by
the city since last summer. He said
law enforcement deployments are
being assessed on a daily basis and
will be increased if needed. 

“We want people to know if they
see something, give us a call. Any
tip will be meticulously investigat-
ed,” Trejo said. “The message is, if
you commit crimes in Beverly
Hills, we will use every resource
available to the police department
to find you, and will arrest anyone
responsible.” 

West Hollywood authorities did
not report any smash-and-grab rob-
beries during the past week. Lt. Bill
Moulder, of the West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station, said the depart-
ment is conducting extra patrols
and will maintain a high-visibility
during the holidays. 

“Our Entertainment Policing
Team and COPPS Team have met
with businesses to discuss security

measures,” Moulder said. “The
EPT Team and COPPS Team have
been doing saturation patrols of
possible target areas. We have also
encouraged businesses to call the
sheriff’s station if they see anything
suspicious. We will do everything
we can to keep our community
safe.” 

Madison said the LAPD is con-
tinuing investigations into the many
recent smash-and-grab robberies
and burglaries, including the inci-
dents on Nov. 26 and another bur-
glary on Nov. 22 at the Nordstrom
department store at The Grove. A
group of suspects smashed a win-
dow at the store near Third Street
and The Grove Drive and stole mer-
chandise before fleeing. Police pur-
sued one of the vehicles allegedly
involved and arrested three men. 

A spokeswoman for The Grove
said additional security measures
are being taken including the
overnight use of custom-fabricated
protective barriers at all entrances
and a heightened security presence
with additional guards and off-duty
law enforcement personnel.
Ballistic film has been installed to
strengthen all storefront windows,
and state-of-the-art closed circuit
television and alarm systems have
been installed throughout the prop-
erty. 

Anyone with information about
the incidents in the Wilshire
Division is urged to call robbery
detectives at (213)922-8216 and
(213)922-8217. Anyone with infor-
mation about crimes in Beverly
Hills should call the BHPD at
(310)550-4951.

Smash-and-grab robberies prompt more security 

A man who barricaded himself in
a van and became involved in a
five-hour standoff with police near
Wilshire Boulevard and Rodeo
Drive on Nov. 27 was found dead
inside the vehicle, police said. 

The Beverly Hills Police
Department received calls at
approximately 6:08 p.m. about a
van blocking traffic near Wilshire
Boulevard and Linden Drive.
Officers found the van blocking the
eastbound lanes of Wilshire
Boulevard and attempted to contact
the driver, who drove away, BHPD
Lt. Giovanni Trejo said. Officers
followed the van, which ran a red
light at Wilshire Boulevard and
Rodeo Drive before abruptly stop-
ping in the intersection, Trejo
added. The driver exited the van
momentarily but saw police and
quickly reentered the vehicle, he
said. 

Officer surrounded the vehicle
and a SWAT team was called. The
driver attempted to hide inside the
van by placing aluminum foil and
other items in the windows, Trejo
said. Officers made numerous
unsuccessful attempts to communi-
cate with the driver. After a long
period of no communication,
SWAT officers entered the van and
located the unresponsive male dri-
ver. Beverly Hills Fire Department
paramedics pronounced the man
dead at the scene. 

The Los Angeles County Office
of Medical Examiner-Coroner
identified the decedent as Marlow
Vernon, 52, who was homeless,
spokeswoman Sarah Ardalani said.
The cause of death was not avail-
able pending further investigation
by the coroner’s office. BHPD
detectives are also investigating the
incident. Anyone with information
is asked to call the BHPD at
(310)550-4951.

Man found dead inside van
after standoff with BHPD

By edwin folven                 

By edwin folven                 

http://www.beverlyhills.org/departments/communitydevelopment/rentstabilizationdivision/web.jsp?NFR=1
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The city of West Hollywood and
the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station are partnering for the 31st
annual West Hollywood Toy and
Food Drive. 

The city will accept monetary
donations until Friday, Dec. 17,
with the goal of providing nearly
1,000 families with toys and holi-
day gift cards. 

“For more than three decades,
the generous contributions from
our community have helped pro-
vide nearly 10,000 local families

with a holiday meal, as well as
toys for every child in the family,”
West Hollywood Mayor Lauren
Meister said. “Navigating through
the darkness of a global pandemic
has been difficult for so many, but
the incredible people of the city of
West Hollywood will help bright-
en the holidays for families in need
through their donations. I wish you
all a happy and safe holiday sea-
son.” 

This year, the toy and food drive
will focus exclusively on the dis-

tribution of gift cards and toys.
The cost to help one family is $80. 

Gift cards to retailers such as
Pavilions, Ralphs, Trader Joe’s
and Target allow families to pur-
chase items they need. Sometimes,
toys distributed with the gift cards
are the only toys the children
receive. 

Donations may be made by vis-
iting weho.org/holidaydrive. New
users must create an account and
click on the donations tab to make
a contribution. 
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With the end of the year fast ap-
proaching, it’s the time that many 
begin to think about making their char-
itable gifts. My colleagues at the Jew-
ish Community Foundation of Los 
Angeles (The Foundation) and I 
created this list of eight helpful tips to 
make your 2021 year-end giving a lit-
tle easier and smarter.  

Talk to your advisor. 

To keep up with fast-changing tax 
laws, reach out to your professional 
advisors earlier this year. Certain 
changes made in 2020 to address 
COVID continue this year. Further-
more, anticipated changes to the in-
come tax code beginning in 2022 
make the need for advance planning 
even more important. 

Give now—decide later. 

If you are planning for a charitable 
tax deduction this year but are unde-
cided about which nonprofits to sup-
port, consider opening a donor advised 
fund (DAF) at The Foundation. DAFs 
have become an increasingly popular 
giving vehicle favored by many char-
itably minded people. You can claim a 
deduction for contributions made to 

your fund now even if recommended 
distributions to charities from the fund 
are not made until future years. With 
just a $5,000 minimum opening bal-
ance in cash, appreciated assets like 
stock, or more complex assets like real 
estate, a donor advised fund can be set 
up quickly and bring focus and effi-
ciency to your giving. 

Create a giving plan. 

Establishing a charitable fund at The 
Foundation provides you access to the 
expertise of professionals at our Center 
for Designed Philanthropy who can 
guide you in making the greatest im-
pact on the causes you care about most. 
For example, our Center team can help 
you create a giving plan to support your 
favorite charities more strategically 
versus making “one-off” donations. 
Plus, they can assist you in identifying 
philanthropic fields of interest that res-
onate with your charitable passions, 
and vet those causes you elect to sup-
port.  And, since the Center team is 
highly knowledgeable in multigenera-
tional philanthropy, they can work with 
you to develop a plan to involve your 
entire family in the giving process, cre-
ating a more meaningful philanthropic 
experience. Or if you have no heirs, we 

can help you create a meaningful plan 
for your legacy. 

Establish a fund through 
your estate plans to provide 
ongoing support to charities 
most meaningful to you. 

We can work with you and your ad-
visors to set up a fund through your es-
tate that maximizes your charitable 
giving and minimizes your tax impact. 

Let The Foundation do the 
legwork. 

Working with us gives you access to 
our extensive knowledge of the local 
Jewish and general nonprofit com-
munity, as well as understanding of the 
broad charitable needs of our region, 
national causes, and programs in Is-
rael. This way, you can stay informed 
about the organizations you support 
and the effect your giving will have on 
the future of our community. 

Plan the timing of your  
2021 gift. 

December 31 is coming fast. A gift 
by check is complete when mailed 

(postmarked) to the charitable recip-
ient, even if not cashed until the fol-
lowing year. Gifts by credit card are 
complete when your credit card ac-
count is charged. 

Consider a gift of  
appreciated stock. 

With surging stock markets over the 
past several years, low cost-basis, ap-
preciated stock offers formidable cur-
rency and a popular way to fund your 
charitable giving.   

Gifts of appreciated marketable se-
curities have the double tax benefit of 
avoiding capital gains tax on the ap-
preciated value while receiving a de-
duction for the fair-market-value of the 
appreciated gift.  

The Foundation has managed more 
than 2,500 donor stock transactions to-
taling nearly $150 million for charity, 
so we know how to simplify things.  

Please consult your investment and 
tax advisors because there are deduc-
tion limits to stock donations depend-
ing on your income and specific 
situation, and contact us by mid-De-
cember to ensure a smooth process. 

Think about making a Qual-
ified Charitable Distribution 
(QCD) from your IRA. 

Although Required Minimum Distri-
butions (RMDs) were waived in 2020 
for most donors, making a Qualified 
Charitable Distribution (QCD) this year 
will still allow itemizers and non-item-
izers alike to direct up to $100,000 from 
their IRA to charities such as The Foun-
dation in a tax-efficient manner. Note: 
The IRS does not allow IRA funds to 
be directed into a donor advised fund. 
However, donors can easily establish an 
endowment fund to support their favor-
ite charities in perpetuity with their IRA 
distribution.  

Let us help you get started today on 
a philanthropic journey that offers not 
only tangible tax benefits but brings 
personal fulfillment to you and your 
family by supporting causes and pro-
grams that have meaning to you, as 
well as lift our world.  To discuss how 
Foundation professionals can assist 
you and your advisors in designing a 
personalized philanthropic plan, please 
visit www.jewishfoundationla.org or 
contact our Development team today at 
323.761.8704 or development@jew-
ishfoundationla.org. 

Helpful Tips to Make Year-End  
Charitable Giving Easier

paid advertisement

BY DAN ROTHBLATT

About the author: Dan Rothblatt is executive vice president of the Jewish Com-
munity Foundation of Los Angeles (The Foundation), which manages $1.4 billion 
in charitable assets for more than 1,300 families.  In 2020, The Foundation and 
its donors directed more than $116 million in grants to Jewish and general com-
munity initiatives locally, nationally and in Israel. 

This information is not intended as legal or tax advice.  For such advice, 
please consult an attorney or tax advisor. References to tax rates include federal 
taxes only and are subject to change. State law may further impact your indi-
vidual results.

Food drive benefits BH families

photo courtesy of the BHUSD 

The Rotary Club of Beverly Hills on Nov. 22 delivered Thanksgiving
meals to the Beverly Hills Fire Department and the Beverly Hills
Unified School District to benefit area families living under the pover-
ty line or experiencing tough times due to the pandemic. All the food
was donated by Rotary members. A team of BHUSD volunteers
dropped them off to families to ensure anonymity. From left are
Rotary President Charles Black III, immediate past president
Sharona Nazarian, Joey Behrstock, BHUSD Superintendent of
Schools Michael Bregy, Buckley Interact president Steven
Weinglass and Jonah Nazarian. 

West Hollywood seeks donations for holiday toy drive 

photo courtesy of The Abbey

West Hollywood residents take toy
drives seriously, as evidenced by
the donations The Abbey receives
during its annual “Christmas in
September” event. 

Notable Quotes

“The citizen who criticizes his country is paying it an implied trib-
ute.” 

James William Fullbright 
1905-1995 
Speech to the American Newspaper Publishers Association 
April 28, 1966 

*Source Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations 

https://www.jewishfoundationla.org
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When Gitta Nagel goes grocery
shopping, she’ll pass on buying her
usual pasta if it’s not on sale for 44
cents. However, when the Hancock
Park resident supports a cause, she
spares no expense.  

In November, the Jack and Gitta
Nagel Foundation made a $5 mil-
lion gift to Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center to create a fellowship pro-
gram to promote training and
research at the Smidt Heart
Institute. 

“Education was my first love,
and medicine is my second,” she
said.  

The foundation’s gift combines
both, as the program will help train
the next generation of physicians at
Cedars-Sinai. Three individuals
will be awarded fellowships annu-
ally as part of a five-year general
surgery residency program. 

Dr. Joanna Chikwe, founding
chair of the medical center’s
Department of Cardiac Surgery,
said the three physicians will spend
two years training in advanced car-
diac and thoracic surgery after one
or two years of full-time research. 

“In the U.S., most residents take
on enormous debt to graduate med-
ical school and complete residen-
cy,” she said. “This gift opens
Cedars-Sinai to the best and the
brightest talent in cardiac surgery
by removing financial barriers to
spending additional time in
research and training.” 

Chikwe referred to the gift as
“transformative” and said it has
already “catalyzed” the medical
center’s research and helps main-
tain its ability to recruit the “best

and brightest” residents to Cedars-
Sinai.  

“We believe this is the only gift
of such magnitude to a cardiac
surgery fellowship program in the
U.S.,” she added.  

Gitta Nagel said she always
wanted to be a pediatrician and
work in Africa. After her family
immigrated to the U.S. from the
Netherlands to escape the
Holocaust, she enrolled as a pre-
med student at the University of
California, Los Angeles, before
meeting her husband, the late Jack
Nagel.  

He had been a successful
importer of Swiss watches, but he
moved to California from New
York after proposing to Gitta and
became involved in real estate. Jack
Nagel founded Decron Properties
in 1955, and it became a family
business. In fact, their son, David,
is the current president and CEO,
and Gitta Nagel is chair.  

The company started by building
single-family homes, but it soon
diversified its portfolio to include
shopping centers, office buildings
and multifamily residential devel-
opments. According to information
provided by Decron, the company
was valued at $2.5 billion in 2019,
approximately 12 times its value in
1988.  

“To have four generations in one
family business created from noth-
ing – absolutely nothing – is amaz-
ing,” Gitta Nagel said.  

She credits the family’s ability to
work hard for its success. From her
grandparents to her great-grand-
children, the family has always val-
ued hard work, Gitta Nagel said.
Three words mean everything to
her: patience, resilience and
courage.  

To Gitta Nagel, every day is a
gift. In July 1942, her parents were
notified that the family was facing

deportation by cattle car to
Mauthausen, an extermination
camp near Vienna, Austria, she
said. However, the family secured a
visa and moved to New York. On
her seventh birthday, 1,996 depor-
tees were murdered in Mauthausen,
Gitta Nagel said.  

From New York, the family
moved to Los Angeles, eventually
settling in Hancock Park in 1951.
Gitta Nagel said some property
owners refused to sell their homes
to Blacks and Jews at the time.  

“Now, I’m so proud that this
whole area – Hancock Park – loves
the Jewish people that moved in,
and we love this area,” she added. 

When the Nagels married, they
stayed in Hancock Park. 

Although the family has always
been hardworking, it is very grate-
ful as well, which prompted its his-
tory of giving, Gitta Nagel said.  

“Everything is a miracle,” she
added. “Yet, God gives me the
strength to work hard so I can make
money for one reason.” 

And it’s not to buy pasta.  
For the most part, the foundation

supports educational programs. The
Nagels founded and built YULA
High School, which has campuses
for boys and girls in Los Angeles,
Gitta Nagel said. They have also
supported elementary schools, such
as Yavneh Hebrew Academy, and
post-secondary schools like
Yeshiva University in New York
and Bar-Ilan University in Israel.  

This year, Gitta Nagel said she
wanted to do something for Cedars-
Sinai – to support its pediatric pro-
gram in some way. After all, all four
of her children were born at the
medical center, and Cedars-Sinai
had helped the family in many
ways throughout the years. 

“It’s in my blood, I would say,”
Gitta Nagel said of Cedars-Sinai.
“It’s in my heart.” 

Her son, Ron, is a pediatric
endocrinologist at the medical cen-
ter and suggested that she use the
funding to benefit another aspect of
the hospital. Gitta Nagel said she
thought it over, and she eventually
followed her heart.  

Chikwe said the medical center is
grateful for the gift, which will ulti-
mately benefit the patients of
Cedars-Sinai. She said the fellows’
research may be laboratory- or hos-
pital-based, or it could focus on
projects using “big data.” 

In the past, Cedars-Sinai fellows
have studied the effects of the
COVID-19 virus on recipients of
transplant organs and the impact of
lung transplants on patients with
lung damage created by COVID-
19, Chikwe said.  

“The fellowship unites our top
ranked cardiac surgery program
with exceptional research mentors
across the Smidt Heart Institute,

educating the cardiac surgeons who
will lead our specialty and drive the
discoveries shaping knowledge
today and health care tomorrow,”
she added.
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Big heart leads to big gift for hospital
n Nagel Foundation
gives $5 million to 
Cedars-Sinai
By AAron Blevins                 

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

Philanthropist Gitta Nagel facilitated a $5 million gift to benefit training
and research at Cedars-Sinai.

L.A. housing element revised 
The Los Angeles City Council

has approved revisions to the city’s
housing element that would estab-
lish “one of the most ambitious
rezoning programs in the nation”
and address the systemic inequity
in planning and land use policies
that has contributed to the city’s
current housing crisis. 

“The housing crisis is one of the
biggest and most pressing issues
facing our city,” said Council
President Nury Martinez, 6th
District. “While other cities have
pushed back against their building
obligations, our city has embraced
this opportunity to develop one of
the boldest housing plans in the
nation and we hope to not only
meet, but exceed, this challenge.” 

The proposed changes will set
new citywide strategies in motion
to achieve a more equitable distrib-
ution of affordable housing across
Los Angeles. The rezoning pro-
gram would rezone parts of the city
in order to allow for more than
250,000 new housing units within
three years of the plan’s adoption.
The plan would put Los Angeles
on track to meet the state’s request
for nearly 500,000 new units by
2029. 

In addition to housing produc-
tion, the plan also focuses on pre-
venting displacement and advanc-
ing racial equity and opportunity.
The housing element includes anti-
displacement strategy studies,
eviction defense programs, inclu-
sionary zoning studies, a citywide
housing needs assessment and a

focus on rezoning in higher oppor-
tunity areas. 

The vote came after a motion
that passed in August calling for
housing reforms that would com-
bat the city’s housing shortage. The
motion directed the city’s Regional
Housing Needs Assessment alloca-
tion to be focused on high opportu-
nity areas of the city near jobs and
transit, expanding existing pro-
grams that give incentives for
developers to include affordable
housing in new buildings and
ensuring that community plan
updates have housing goals based
on equity. 

“The Plan to House L.A. is
designed to protect the most vul-
nerable Angelenos from displace-
ment, eviction and homelessness,”
planning director Vince Bertoni
said. “It centers racial equity and
environmental justice at the fore-
front of our planning considera-
tions, aligning Los Angeles’ city-
wide land use strategies to improve
future access to housing, preserva-
tion and production.” 

For decades, the city and sur-
rounding region have critically
underbuilt housing, according to
Bertoni. 

The shortage has led to the city
having some of the highest rents
and home prices in the nation. The
biggest impact of the housing
shortage is on working class fami-
lies of all backgrounds. 

The city will have three years to
create ordinances to put the poli-
cies into effect.  

Health department tracks Omicron
Although the COVID-19 Delta

variant remains the dominate
variant detected among Los
Angeles County residents and
continues to account for 100% of
cases sequenced, the Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health is closely monitor-
ing the Omicron variant.  

Identified by the World Health
Organization in South Africa as a
“variant of concern,” the variant
has prompted the health depart-
ment to mitigate the challenges a
new variant of concern may pose
for residents and workers across
the county, which includes adher-
ing to the travel restrictions
issued by the White House and
the CDC. 

Although more studies are
needed to determine whether the
Omicron variant is more conta-
gious, more deadly or resistant to
vaccine and treatments than other
COVID-19 strains, there are
important steps the public needs
to take to protect themselves
from COVID-19 and from
emerging variants of concern. 

The most important strategy
remains making sure that every-
one five years and older gets
fully vaccinated or receives their
booster dose as quickly as possi-
ble to reduce transmission of the
virus currently dominating across
the county.  

The vaccines are effective
against the Delta variant and ear-
lier strains of the virus, which

allows health officials to remain
hopeful that the approved vac-
cines will also provide some pro-
tection against Omicron.  

However, given that there con-
tinues to be substantial transmis-
sion of COVID-19, all residents
across L.A. County must adhere
to the masking requirements and
wear a mask when indoors or at
large outdoor mega events
regardless of vaccination status.
The health department continues
to strongly recommend that indi-
viduals wear a mask when at any
crowded indoor or outdoor
events.  

“While we are still learning
much about Omicron, we know
enough about COVID to take
steps now that can reduce trans-
mission as we prepare to better
understand the additional strate-
gies that may needed to mitigate
this new variant of concerns,”
health officials said.  

The health department is coor-
dinating with the state lab for the
identification of Omicron with
specimen testing. Currently, any-
where between 1,500 to 5,000
positive specimens from L.A.
County residents are sequenced
each week, with results reported
to both L.A. County and the
state.

As of Dec. 2, L.A. County
health department lab has not
identified any presence of
Omicron in any sequenced spec-
imens. 

http://kramerlaw.biz
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the Los Angeles City Council
unanimously approved an ordinance
on Nov. 30 prohibiting the posses-
sion, purchase, sale, receipt and
transportation of ghost guns, which
are non-serialized firearms. 

The ordinance was based on a
motion co-introduced in August by
Los Angeles City Councilmen Paul
Koretz, 5th District, and Paul
Krekorian, 2nd District. It is intend-
ed to address an increase in shoot-
ings and gun-related homicides in
Los Angeles, and a surge in the num-
ber of ghost guns being recovered in
the field by police officers. 

“The criminal underground has
long relied on stolen weapons with
filed-off serial numbers, but ghost
guns represent a digital-age upgrade,
and they are especially prevalent in
states with strict firearm laws,”
Koretz said. “These guns, and the
industry that produces them, have
flourished because of a loophole in
federal and state regulations. With
such staggering numbers and the
sharp increase in hate crimes, we
cannot turn a blind eye on a back-
door where those who would not
otherwise qualify for registered guns
can get their hands on an untraceable
one.” 

“The city of Los Angeles took
decisive action to prohibit the pos-
session and sale of guns that are
specifically designed to avoid trac-
ing, and when sold without back-
ground checks, end up in the posses-
sion of felons,” added Krekorian,
who earlier this year sponsored a
motion enabling the city to file a
lawsuit against Nevada-based
Polymer 80, one of the country’s
largest online sellers of ghost gun
kits. “With passage of this ordi-
nance, law enforcement has the
authority to move aggressively and
swiftly to curb the spread of
weapons that have played a signifi-
cant role in the recent rise in violent
crime across our city.” 

In addition to non-serialized
firearms, the ordinance prohibits
unfinished firearm frames, receivers
and parts without serial numbers that
can be assembled into functional
guns. Penalties will be misde-
meanors punishable by up to six
months in jail and a $1,000 fine.  

“We are appreciative and grateful
to the City Council and the members
who worked on this ordinance
which gives the LAPD another tool
to reduce violence and provide a
safer environment for Angelenos,”
Los Angeles Police Department
Chief Michel Moore said. “Year to
date, there have been 24 murders,
eight attempted murders, 20 rob-
beries and 60 assaults with a deadly
weapon that have been attributed to
individuals with ghost guns. This is
a substantial increase from last year.
We stand committed to working
with our elected officials to reduce
the atrocious violence that stems
from the illegal use of those guns.” 

The ordinance was praised by
anti-gun violence advocates as an
important measure to protect public
safety. Advocates gathered with city
officials at City Hall after the ordi-
nance was approved. 

“The proliferation of ghost guns is
an existential threat to public safety.
These unregulated, untraceable and
fully functioning firearms under-
mine all existing gun laws in our
state [and] we cannot allow them to
continue to proliferate in our com-
munities,” Brady Los Angeles
President Suzanne Verge said. 

“The rise of ghost guns is a real
and deadly threat. Across the nation
and in our own neighborhoods, we
have seen ghost guns used in mass

shootings, school shootings, killings
of law enforcement, community vio-
lence and domestic violence,” added
Margot Bennett, executive director
of WoMen Against Gun Violence.
“We applaud Councilmembers

Koretz and Krekorian for all their
gun violence prevention efforts, both
in the past and now with this ban on
ghost guns.” 

The ordinance goes into effect in
30 days. 

Council bans ghost guns in Los Angeles

photo courtesy of the city of Los Angeles 

Los Angeles Police Department Chief Michel Moore joined Councilmen
Paul Krekorian and Paul Koretz, as well as Lorraine Morland, of WoMen
Against Gun Violence, to announce the new ban on ghost guns. 

 The city of Beverly Hills is
accepting community assistance
grant fund applications until Feb. 1
from providers of services for the
most vulnerable populations. 

Organizations vital to the health
and welfare of the local and region-
al community are encouraged to
apply. The community assistance
grant funding will be awarded for
the 2022-23 fiscal year. 

During the past funding cycle, 22
organizations received grant fund-
ing for services for seniors, people
experiencing homelessness, physi-
cal and mental health services, and
cultural programs. To qualify, an
applicant must provide a service

that meets a community need such
as social services, community
health and education. 

The city will also accept applica-
tions for cultural grants. Applicants
must be or partner with nonprofit
organizations. 

Completed applications must be
emailed to humanservices@bever-
lyhills.org or mailed, with a post-
mark no later than 5 p.m. on Feb. 1,
to the Beverly Hills Human
Services Division, 444 N. Rexford
Drive, Second Floor Library
Admin., Beverly Hills, CA, 90210. 

For information and to obtain an
application, call (310)288-2220, or
visit beverlyhills.org/cagf. 

BH accepting applications for 
community assistance grants 

Meet Our New Councilman!
Thanks to all the hard work and dedicated efforts of the Association 
and you, our members, Hancock Park is now part of Council Dis-
trict 5.  Being in Council District 5 unites many of the communities 
of interest within Hancock Park with 
those in neighboring communities; 
and includes the majority of  neigh-
borhoods that make up  our Greater 
Wilshire Neighborhood Council.  
Our new Councilman is Paul Koretz 
and we are excited to start working 
with him to help improve our neigh-
borhood security and traffic safety, 
continue repairing our infrastructure - streets, sidewalks and curbs, 
and to keep Hancock Park the beautiful and vital part of Los An-
geles it has always been. CM Koretz has been a long serving well-
respected and effective Councilman and has years of experience 
helping the city, and his constituents.   

The Association is sponsoring a virtual “Meet and Greet” Town 
Hall with Councilmember Koretz on Thursday, January 13th at 6:30 
PM. The Zoom link can be found on our website  at  
www.HancockPark.org   We hope you will attend! 

We thank the Redistricting Commission and City Council for their 
hard work on drawing the new district boundaries. The districts 
were drawn using census data, connecting communities of interest, 
following the voting rights act, and listening to the community.  
Final map adjustments were made by Councilmember motions in 
order to try and ensure fair and equitable representation. 

Here’s some of what’s been accomplished in Hancock Park this 
past month: 

Streets LA  working with the Association, has restored the 
framework and priority list of streets, sidewalks and curbs - Fix 
the Worst First.  Hudson is being repaved in concrete from Wil-
shire to 3rd and Lillian Way is being analyzed  as the possible 
next fix. 
Continued care for our  parkway canopy with Urban Forestry-  
removing trees as needed and the HPHOA replanting new trees 
using the Hancock Park Master Tree Plan Guidelines.
Survey completed for Hancock Park and Surrounding Neigh-
borhoods to be shared with the Council Office and LADOT for 
proposed Traffic Safety Mitigations on 6th Street btw La Brea 
and Highland and Priority Bus Lanes on La Brea during peak 
hours  7-10am and 3-7pm. 

Remember to stay safe:  lock your car, your house, set your alarm 
if you have one, subscribe to one of the private security services 
and alert your neighbors and the police if you see something sus-
picious. 

May everyone have a wonderful holiday season and we’re looking 
forward to a productive New Year.

Please see our website at www.Hancock-
Park.org! Join a committee! Come to a 

Zoom Meeting!

The Los Angeles City Council
adopted a motion on Nov. 30
authored by Councilwoman
Nithya Raman, 4th District, that
could clear the way for street
vendors to secure permits to
legally sell food. The motion
calls on the California State leg-
islature to amend the California
Retail Food Code to be more
inclusive of sidewalk vending. 

“Our city’s street food vendors
are currently forced to navigate a
food regulation system that was
never designed with them in
mind. The requirements they are
subject to are often logistically
impossible for sidewalk vend-
ing, prohibitively expensive or
both,” Raman said. “We must
make structural changes to
empower street food vendors to
fully and formally participate in
the economy, starting at the state
level.” 

The California Retail Food
Code is the basis for regulations
set by the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health and
enforced in the city of Los
Angeles. To receive a vending
permit in Los Angeles, food ven-
dors must also secure a health
permit from the county depart-
ment of public health. 

Raman said requirements for
compliance can be costly and
impractical for vendors. The res-
olution calls for support or spon-
sorship of legislation or adminis-

trative action by the state to
enact changes to the California
Retail Food Code.  

Possible changes, created
from detailed recommendations
in a report by Public Counsel,
the UCLA School of Law
Community Economic
Development Clinic, and
Inclusive Action, include stream-
lining approvals for code-com-
pliant carts, establishing clear
and easy-to-follow safety proto-
cols that account for the types of
foods commonly sold by side-
walk vendors, and expanding the
definition of safe locations for
food preparation. 

“Our report reveals how an
outdated state law denies eco-
nomic opportunity, weakens
public health and undermines
local policy by unfairly prevent-
ing sidewalk vendors from
obtaining permits to sell food,”
said Doug Smith, senior super-
vising attorney at Public
Counsel. “Instead of upholding
this unjust exclusion, our laws
should instead reflect the reality
that sidewalk food vendors are
an important source of joy and
nourishment in our neighbor-
hoods and an indispensable part
of our culture and economy.” 

With the adoption of the
motion, the city will include sup-
port for changes to the California
Retail Food Code in its 2021-22
state legislative program. 

Council backs changes that 
will allow more street vending

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

The City Council approved a resolution calling for the state to change
food vending laws, which could expand vending in L.A.

https://hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org
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The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority is beginning its envi-
ronmental review process for the
Sepulveda Transit Corridor
Project, which includes a transit
line between the San Fernando
Valley and the westside. 

The first step in the process will
be project scoping, and Metro is
opening an extended public com-
ment period and conducting vir-
tual public meetings in December
and January to gather public
input. 

The formal scoping period will
encompass more than two
months through Feb. 11. Using a
variety of methods, the public can
weigh in on project alternatives
and identify issues that may need
to be addressed during the envi-
ronmental review process.  

Metro will hold virtual public
meetings on the following dates
Tuesday, Dec. 7, from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m.; Tuesday, Jan. 11,

from 6-8 p.m.; and Saturday, Jan.
22, from 10 a.m. to noon. The
public may also submit com-
ments by calling (213)922-7375,
visiting bit.ly/sepulvedacom-
mentform and mailing Peter
Carter, Project Manager, L.A.
Metro, One Gateway Plaza, 99-
22-6, Los Angeles, CA 90012. 

Six alternatives that will be
studied further during the envi-
ronmental review process.
Included are proposals for an
automated monorail and tradi-
tional heavy rail with under-
ground and overhead segments. 

The Sepulveda Transit
Corridor Project is funded in part
by Measure M, a transportation
sales tax approved by 71% of Los
Angeles County voters in 2016.
The total project will receive $9.5
billion in funding from Measure
M and other local, state and fed-
eral sources. 

For information, visit
wp.me/p26tDN-yuP. 

Input sought on Sepulveda
Transit Corridor Project

Alleged Brown Act 
violation should be
investigated

Re “Brown Act violation
alleged,” Nov. 25 issue 

This apparent Brown Act viola-
tion really ought to be looked into
by the Los Angeles County
District Attorney’s Office. 

Thank you Mr. Goldstein for
recognizing the Brown Act’s
importance. Your fellow commit-
tee members should take their
legal obligations more seriously.
As they say, sunshine is the best
disinfectant. 

This whole mess traces back to
Terry Tao apparently being
involved in negotiating the initial
contract between the school board
and TCDS. Taxpayers and bond
holders need to be kept informed. 

Jim Simmons 
Beverly Hills 

Smash-and-grab 
robberies cause 
concern

Re “Smash-and-grab burglary
suspects target Nordstrom,” Nov.
25 issue 

We have an increase in crime
throughout our community and
The Grove is no exception. Does
the owner of The Grove, Rick
Caruso, think that the LAPD
should put all their resources to
protect his mall because he does-
n’t want to spend a penny of his
billions of dollars to protect his
own mall that provides him mil-
lions in profits? 

Robert Cherno 
Fairfax District 

Galperin does 
stellar job as 
controller

Re “Controller issues sidewalk
report,” Nov. 25 issue 

This is another example of the
important work by our City
Controller Ron Galperin. He has
done a superb job – perhaps the
best ever by a Los Angeles city
controller. When his term in office
soon expires, we will miss him. 

Galperin is the 19th controller of
the city of Los Angeles, elected in
2013 and reelected in 2017. He
serves to ensure that public dollars
are spent efficiently and effective-
ly. He is also the paymaster, audi-

tor and chief accounting officer for
the city. Galperin leads a team of
160 in conducting independent
audits, managing the city’s spend-
ing, reporting on the city’s
finances, pursuing fraud and
waste, and creating a more trans-
parent, accountable and modern
city for our residents. A very busy
organization. 

When first elected, he estab-
lished Control Panel L.A., the
city’s first open data portal, featur-
ing details on the goods and ser-
vices the city of Los Angeles pur-
chases, information on assets and
liabilities, and much more. In
recognition of his efforts, Los
Angeles has been named the No. 1
Digital City by the U.S. City Open
Data Census for three consecutive
years. 

In 2019, Galperin received the
Tyler Public Sector Excellence
Award. He created the L.A. Equity
Index in 2020, mapping nearly
2,000 free food distribution centers
across the state to help families
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

After his term as our city con-
troller comes to an end, he will
seek election as a county supervi-
sor. I plan to volunteer in his cam-
paign. 

We wish him well.  

George Epstein  
Detroit Street 

Work on the Purple Line
Extension subway project will be
ongoing in December at many loca-
tions along Wilshire Boulevard
between the Westwood/VA Hospital
station and the Wilshire/Western sta-
tion. 

At the western end, crews are cur-
rently working on piling for the
future Westwood/UCLA subway sta-
tion. The work is occurring along
Wilshire Boulevard between
Westwood Boulevard and Gayley
Avenue. Steel piles are being driven
into the ground to create the border
around the future subway station
prior to excavation of the station box.
Crews are also relocating traffic sig-
nal conduits, pipes and other infra-
structure in the Westwood area. 

Farther east, crews are continuing
excavation at the site of the future
Century City/Constellation subway
station. Support is also ongoing in
Century City for twin tunneling
machines that are currently excavat-
ing the subway tunnels under
Beverly Hills. 

At Wilshire/Rodeo, crews are
working underground on the future
subway station, and at staging yards
near Wilshire Boulevard and Reeves
Drive. The work may require lane
closures on Wilshire Boulevard
between El Camino and Crescent dri-
ves. 

Similar underground construction
is ongoing at the site of another future
subway station near Wilshire/La

Cienega, where concrete and materi-
al deliveries are expected to become
more frequent in December. 

Work is also ongoing at the future
subway stations at Wilshire/Fairfax
and Wilshire/La Brea. Underground
structures housing vital systems for
the subway stations are under con-
struction. Wilshire Boulevard will be
reduced to two lanes in each direction
between San Diego Way and
Spaulding Avenue. Additional lane
closures may be necessary along
Wilshire Boulevard around the future
subway stations. 

For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net, or
visit metro.net. 

Metro outlines subway work in December 

photo courtesy of Metro 

Aerial footage taken by a Metro drone shows piling work at the western
end of the Purple Line Extension subway project. 

LAHSA outlines progress 
with housing placements 

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
SUMMONS

State of California,  
Los Angeles Superior Court 
Stanley Mosk Courthouse, 111 N. 
Hill St., Los Angeles, CA 90112 
Case No. 21STCV18794 
Assigned to Hon. Maurice Leiter, 
Dept. 54

Notice to Defendant: Vernon Health-
care Center; Vernon Healthcare 
Center, LLC dba Vernon Healthcare 
Center; Rockport Administrative Serv-
ices, LLC; Brius Management Co.; 
SHLOMO RECHNITZ; and DOES 1 
through 60, inclusive 

You are Being Sued by Plaintiff: 
Debra Ann Blackmon, in and 
through her Guardian ad Litem,  
Latasha Bracks 

NOTICE! You have been sued. The 
court may decide against you without 
your being heard unless you respond 
within 30 days. Read the information 
below. You have 30 CALENDAR 
DAYS after this summons and legal 
papers are served on you to file a 
written response at this court and have 
a copy served on the plaintiff. A letter 
or phone call will not protect you. Your 
written response must be in proper 
legal form if you want the court to hear 
your case. There may be a court form 
that you can use for your response. 
You can find these court forms and 
more information at the California 
Courts Online Self-Help Center 
(www.couffinfo.ca.govlselfhelp), your 
county law library, or the courthouse 
nearest you. If you cannot pay the fil-
ing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee 
waiver form. If you do not file your re-
sponse on time, you may lose the case 
by default, and your wages, money, 
and property may be taken without 
further warning from the court. There 
are other legal requirements. You may 
want to call an attorney right away. If 
you do not know an attorney, you may 
want to call an attorney referral serv-
ice, If you cannot afford an attorney, 
you may be eligible for free legal serv-
ices from a nonprofit legal services 
program. You can locate these non-
profit groups at the California I egal 
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcal-
ifornia.org), the California Courts On-
line Self-Help Center 
(www.courlinfo.ca.govlselfhelp), or by 
contacting your local court or county 
bar association. NOTE: The court has 
a statutory lien for waived fees and 
costs on any settlement or arbitration 
award of $ 10,000 or more in a civil 
case, The court's lien must be paid be-
fore the court will dismiss the case. 

The name, address, and telephone 
number of plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff 
without attorney is: Lisa Trinh Flint, 
Esq. (SBN 243468), Moran Law, 5 
Hutton Centre Drive, Suite 1050, 
Santa Ana, CA 92707, (714)-549-0333 

NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: 
You are served as an individual defen-
dant by BEVERLY PRESS AND PARK 
LABREA NEWS. Publish Dates: No-
vember 11, 2021; November 18, 2021; 
November 25, 2021; and December 2, 
2021. 

Letters to the Editor

The Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority announced on
Dec. 1 that the homeless rehousing
system made 10,373 permanent hous-
ing placements in the first half of
2021. 

Black Angelenos experiencing
homelessness represented approxi-
mately 45% of the placements in the
first six months of 2021, significantly
out-pacing their representation in the
Los Angeles Continuum of Care
(34%). The same was true for women
experiencing homelessness, who
made up 47% of 2021’s housing
placements.  

“The Los Angeles region continues
to receive an excellent return on its
investment in our rehousing system.
Despite the increased complications
of the global pandemic, our system
has continued to end homelessness
for thousands of people,” said Heidi
Marston, executive director of
LAHSA. “However, we need to
increase this momentum to end
homelessness in our society. We can
only do so if our community makes a
proportional investment in increasing
the housing supply available to our
unhoused neighbors.” 

Los Angeles County’s lack of
affordable housing is well document-
ed. According to the California
Housing Partnership’s 2021
Affordable Housing Needs Report,
Los Angeles County needs 499,430
affordable homes to meet the current
housing demand. The lack of afford-
able and permanent housing is a con-
straint on the homeless rehousing sys-
tem’s ability to end homelessness for
thousands of Angelenos across the
county, Marston said. 

Despite the lack of affordable units,
LAHSA and its partners continue to
search for ways to connect people
experiencing homelessness to hous-
ing. As part of the Biden
Administration’s American Rescue
Plan, the Los Angeles area received
6,800 emergency housing vouchers
that were distributed throughout the
county. 

As of Nov. 24, LAHSA
has submitted 3,017 applica-
tions for emergency housing
vouchers to the Housing Authority
of the City of Los Angeles. The Los

Angeles County Development
Authority has also
received 1,746 emergency hous-
ing voucher applications from
LAHSA and its partners. 

Earlier this year, LAHSA intro-
duced its universal housing applica-
tion, an online portal that speeds up
the housing application process by
consolidating 15 applications into one
easy-to-use digital system. It matches
people experiencing homelessness
with suitable permanent housing. For
information, visit lahsa.org. 

The American Red Cross is
encouraging eligible people to
donate blood or platelets to com-
bat shortages during the holiday
season. 

As a result of low blood donor
numbers in recent months, the
Red Cross is heading into the
holidays with its lowest blood

supply in more than a decade.
The ongoing effects of COVID-
19 and a summer spike in Delta
variant cases significantly deplet-
ed the nation’s blood supply, Red
Cross officials said.  To make an
appointment to donate blood or
platelets, call (800)733-2767, or
visit redcrossblood.org. 

Red Cross faces blood shortage 



Following unpermitted work that
led to the removal of the façade at
the former Pig ‘N Whistle location
in Hollywood at the end of October,
city officials are still waiting for the
property owner, Fulcor Investment
II LLC, to apply for permits.  

According to Los Angeles City
Planning, historic preservation
architect Lambert Giessinger has
received a preliminary written sum-
mary from the property owner to
document construction that has
occurred on the site since 1999.  

Some of the interior work, such as
painting and decorative finishes, do
not require permits, but permits are
necessary for the exterior alterations
done to the signage and marquee,
according to city planning.
However, whether the façade will
ever look the same is unclear.  

“It’s a good question, and I don’t
have an answer for it,” said Adrian
Scott Fine, the senior director of
advocacy for the Los Angeles
Conservancy. “There is design
review that the city has over the
exterior of the building because of
the register districts, so the city
should have the ability to dial back
some of those changes that were
made to the exterior, at least that’s
what we would hope would occur in
this particular case.” 

The Los Angeles Department of
Building and Safety on Oct. 25
issued a stop-work order for all
unpermitted work at the former Pig
‘N Whistle location after receiving a
referral from the office of Los
Angeles City Councilman Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District.  

Contractors were repurposing the
site for a Mr. Tempo Cantina, and
work had commenced on the build-
ing’s interior and exterior. The Pig
‘N Whistle sign, a replica, was
removed, and the marquee was
altered.  

The site is part of the Hollywood
Boulevard Commercial and
Entertainment District, which is rec-
ognized by the National Register of
Historic Places.  

Fine said the conservancy hopes
the city requires Fulcor Investment
to undo the unpermitted construc-
tion or find a “sensitive approach” to
accommodate the new business
while retaining the character-defin-
ing features of the exterior.  

“It’s a really special place, and it’s
unfortunate that this occurred,” he
said. “It’s not, unfortunately, uncom-
mon in Los Angeles for people do
things without permits or approval,
and that sometimes can have a dev-
astating impact on an historic place
like this.” 

The Pig ‘N Whistle opened in
1927 as Hollywood’s first family-
style restaurant. Celebrities fre-
quented the establishment, and it
hosted the first Academy Awards
after-party and Judy Garland’s 15th
birthday party.  

According to city planning, the
site, located in the 6700 block of
Hollywood Boulevard, is not listed
individually as a city historic-cultur-
al monument, so many interior alter-
ations do not require a permit or city
review.  

“Nevertheless, some of the exteri-
or alterations, such as changes to
exterior signage and the marquee, do
require the issuance of a permit for
review by the office of historic
resources and the Hollywood Sign
District requirements,” a representa-
tive said.  

If Fulcor Investment II LLC
applies for the necessary permits,
they would be reviewed under the
city’s Cultural Heritage Ordinance,

which must comply with the U.S.
Secretary of the Interior’s standards
for rehabilitation.  

“These standards require that the
most significant features that define
the significance of a historic build-
ing be preserved wherever feasible,
or replaced with similar materials
when retention of historic features is
not feasible,” the representative said.
“If such permits were initially
denied, our department would work
with the applicant to develop alter-
native designs that would bring the
project into conformance with the
standards.” 

In May 2019, O’Farrell intro-
duced a motion that instructed the

city’s Department of Building and
Safety to work with the city attorney
and chief administrative officer to
prepare a report that analyzes current
and possible deterrents the city could
implement to prevent unpermitted
remodels, additions and demoli-
tions.  

According to O’Farrell’s office,
the council is awaiting a report back
from the departments. When com-
pleted, the report will be considered
by the council’s Planning and Land
Use Management Committee.  

Attempts to reach representatives
of Fulcor Investment II LLC and Mr.
Tempo Cantina were unsuccessful
by deadline.  

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News 11  December 2, 2021

photo by Edwin Folven

Permits were required for some of the exterior work done at the former
Pig ‘N Whistle location in Hollywood. 

Pig ‘N Whistle’s future remains murky
By AAron Blevins                 

https://farmersmarketla.com


When Norma Zager was doing
stand-up comedy in the 1980s and
’90s, she would be envious of other
performers when “the suits” – net-
work executives – showed up to
watch their sets to gauge if they
were primed for late-night televi-
sion.  

It took Zager 36 years, but the
suits have finally beckoned.  

Known as Bubbe Norma on the
show, the Beverly Hills resident has
been cast as a judge on “Baking It,”
a cooking show produced by Amy
Poehler that begins streaming
tonight on NBCUniversal’s
Peacock. She is among four grand-
mothers tasked with critiquing
teams of bakers vying for $50,000. 

“If it’s half as much fun on TV as
it was doing it, it should be a ball for
everybody,” Zager said. “It was a
blast to shoot it.”  

“Saturday Night Live” alumni
Maya Rudolph and Andy Samberg
are co-hosts on the show. Peacock
has ordered six episodes, but Zager
would love to see the show picked
up for more.  

“The hope is that … everybody
will love it and embrace it and want
to see more shows,” she said. “I
can’t speak for other people, but
everyone seems to be excited about
the show and happy with the way it
turned out.” 

Zager appears to be perfect for
her role on “Baking It,” as it blends
comedy and cooking, two of her
passions. She began cooking at age
nine, and she proudly utilizes her
Jewish/Italian heritage in the
kitchen.  

“I take Italian and Jewish recipes
and kind of mush them together,”
Zager added. “I have one recipe I
created called mandel-scotti, which
is a combination of mandel bread
and biscotti, and I do that for the
holidays.” 

However, she is a high-function-
ing chocoholic and has a soft-spot
for baking. After Zager moved to
Southern California to pursue com-

edy, she started a company called
Norma’s 14-Karat Cookies, which
she ran out of her Beverly Hills
kitchen until she rented space at a
bakery in Sherman Oaks.  

She said she mostly catered to TV
and film productions. Crediting her
“industrious” Detroit roots, Zager
aimed to set herself apart from the
competition by making her sweets
ready to serve – already on a tray
and only wrapped in plastic. 

“I did every show at the Radford
lot [at CBS] and a lot at Paramount
and everybody at Disney practical-
ly,” Zager said. “Roseanne [Barr]
loved my brownies. She told me
once they were her favorite thing.
They literally stopped a dress
rehearsal one time when I brought
the brownies in so she could go take
some off the tray and eat them and
then get back to rehearsal.” 

Her baking operation reached a
crossroads, though. Zager said she
was faced with a decision: buy in
completely or continue pursuing
other passions. She opted to return
to journalism, and she landed a
reporting job for the Beverly Hills
Courier in 1999 and eventually
became editor.  

Zager said that after the newspa-
per was sold, she worked for the
Jewish Journal for a spell and began
teaching journalism at California
State University, where she
remained for 11 years. 

The Beverly Hills resident was
then approached about joining Food
Network’s “Clash of the
Grandmas,” as well as other net-
work cooking shows. Her sense of
humor and kitchen prowess had
been featured in cooking segments
on various shows in the past, but
this time, it led her to “the suits.” 

“It’s so funny. Life is so full of
twists and turns. I feel like Al Pacino
– just when you think you're out,
they pull you back in.” 

Zager referred to it as a “gift from
the universe.” 

“Nobody should ever give up.
Dreams do come true, just maybe
not on your schedule. We may write
the dream, but we don’t write the
schedule,” she added. 

And it’s the perfect gig, Zager

said – all that was essentially
required of her was to eat and laugh.
She said the food was unbelievable,
the co-hosts were hilarious, the
grandmothers got along like best
friends and the way they were treat-
ed was phenomenal.  

“They treated us like we were
made of glass. I don’t know if I
should be flattered or if I should be
insulted, because I think they were
afraid we were going to fall down
any minute. ‘We have to preserve
the grandmas!’ But, they were really
wonderful to work with. I think it’s
going to be a great show.” 

Zager will be watching tonight’s
premiere with her two grandsons –
“who else?” She recommended
viewing it with a snack nearby.  
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Judge role is icing on the cake 
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Grandmother judges on “Baking It” are, from left, Bubbe Norma, Gigi
Sherri, Grandma Anne and Nana Harriet.  

By AAron Blevins                

n BH resident stars in
Peacock’s ‘Baking It’

The Next Beverly Hills
Cmmittee, in partnership with the
Beverly Hills Arts and Culture and
Human Relations commissions,
will launch a new pop-up art exhibit
on Dec. 2 at 445 N. Canon Drive
featuring work by artist Kevin
Hees. 

The temporary installation will
feature seven works from Hees’ lat-
est MUSIC! series that pay homage
to musical genres, tempos and
rhythms. Hees’ work features color-
ful circles and geometric shapes that
represent the circular perfection of
the physical and spiritual universe,
and outline the human pursuits of
health, wealth and happiness. 

The artwork will be on display
for one month. It is the second pop-
up to launch as part of the city’s
Visions of the Future program to
activate public spaces with vibrant,
visual pop-up art experiences. 

“We’re thrilled to transform more
storefront windows with inspiring
art that is designed to enrich the cul-
ture of our community,” said Noelle
Freeman, chair of the Next Beverly
Hills Committee. “As we welcome
an abundance of new visitors to our

city this month, it is our goal to
immerse them in beautiful art that
represents the vibrancy of Beverly
Hills.”  

The Next Beverly Hills
Committee was established in 2015
to engage residents through innova-
tive initiatives that address their
lifestyles and economic and civic
needs. The program also aims to
inspire people to make Beverly
Hills a better place. 

“Visions of the future was created
to enable businesses, as well as the
public, to experience high-quality
art where they least expect it,” said
Deborah Frank, chair of the Arts
and Culture Commission. “The goal
of the program is to use empty
storefronts to create cultural activa-
tions with a diverse range of emerg-
ing or under-represented artists.” 

“Visions of the Future” is part of
the city’s Embrace & Celebrate
Culture Initiative, a program creat-
ed by the Arts and Culture and
Human Relations commissions that
celebrates diversity and fosters a
culture of greater inclusion and
belonging. For information, visit
beverlyhillsarts.org. 

Beverly Hills plans public art
display by Kevin Hees 

https://www.bhtota.org
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As Donna Summer music trick-
led in through speakers, a room of
about 40 individuals began dancing
in sync, running their bodies
through familiar patterns.  

As the song picked up speed,
dancers left the routine behind,
choosing instead to ballroom dance
with friends or pump their fists in
the air. Slowly, the crowd began to
pick up the tune.  

“Let’s dance, the last dance. Let’s
dance, this last dance tonight,” they
sang.    

The dancers were gathered on
Nov. 30 at 24 Hour Fitness, located

at 8612 Santa Monica Blvd. to
commemorate the end of an era of
inclusion and community-building
within the gym.   

The West Hollywood branch
closed its doors  on Tuesday. In
June, the fitness chain announced it
would close 18 gyms in Los
Angeles due to financial strain
stemming from the pandemic.   

West Hollywood residents who
have attended the gym for decades
said the city is losing more than a
place to work out, it’s also losing a
place for community.  

“The gym, for this particular city
is very important. It’s as important
as going to church,” said Anthony
Sambrano, who began working at
the location in 1995. “The club has
been here so long and we’ve had so
much history here. There’s been a
lot of friendships made, a lot of

photo by Brynn Mechem 

Anthony Sambrano hugs his clients in between dances during a final fit-
ness class.  

“Hopefully, we can all get together
for lunch or at another gym because
we really did build a bond over the
years, but of course, it won’t be
quite the same since it’s not here.”   

At the party, clients questioned
where they will each relocate. In a
Facebook post, the West
Hollywood branch said member-
ships will be transferred to the
Santa Monica location 8 miles
away, but many gym members said
that was too far to travel.  

A new gym affiliated with John
Reed Fitness is planned for the
location. However, many 24 Hour
Fitness clients fear the price and the
modern workout environment will
not suit them. A monthly member-
ship to 24 Hour Fitness starts at

$30, while a John Reed member-
ship costs $130.  

“I look at 24 Hour Fitness as the
Walmart of gyms,” Sambrano, who
will now instruct classes at a differ-
ent branch, said. “Some clients
have a $99 a year contract and it
would be too hard for them to move
to this new gym.”  

Spokespeople for John Reed
Fitness said it was too soon to
divulge what type of programs res-
idents can expect. The fitness brand
is known for its modern workout
environment, incorporating design
elements and music programming
with live DJs, which offers a night-
club environment.  

Construction on the new gym is
expected to begin in early 2022.  

Working out one last time loves found and lot of life lived
together.”  

Aside from new friendships,
Sambrano met his partner, Paul
Contessa, at the gym on his first day
as an instructor. The couple has
been together for 27 years, and they
were one of the first 10 people to get
married in West Hollywood when
same-sex marriage was legalized.  

“Who goes to the gym and meets
their lifetime partner? But that’s
what happens here,” Sambrano said
with a laugh. 

Many gym members have been
attending the location since it was
home to West Hollywood Sports
Connection, which inspired the film
“Perfect,” starring Jamie Lee Curtis
and John Travolta. 

Suzy Salerno, who is now in her
60s, has been attending the gym
since she was 16. She said that
throughout the last several decades,
the gym has offered a welcoming,
inviting environment to many. 

“These people are so heartwarm-
ing and supportive,” Salerno said.
“We’ve been through happy times
and we’ve been through deaths. But
we’ve always shared a lot of mem-
ories, and for many, it’s like a fami-
ly.”  

Members from throughout the
decades gathered at the gym on
Tuesday for one final class and
party hosted by Sambrano.  

One such attendee was Kris
Mowrey, who used to spend most of
her morning attending classes and
swimming at the gym. However,
she has been unable to attend in
recent months because she was
diagnosed with cancer.  

“It’s so sad to see it close because
we really did have some wonderful
times here,” Mowrey said.

n WeHo gym was 
community
gathering place
By Brynn MEchEM                 

The Los Angeles LGBT Center
commemorated 40 years of the
HIV epidemic on World AIDS
Day, Dec. 1, and committed to con-
tinuing efforts to end AIDS. 

“It has been 40 years since the
Centers for Disease Control first
reported a mysterious illness
among five young gay men in Los
Angeles that would later become
known as AIDS. This report would
be followed by a devastating loss
of life that, sadly, continues today,”
Los Angeles LGBT Center
Executive Director Joe
Hollendoner said. “This World
AIDS Day, we remember those
who died due to government inac-
tion rooted in homophobia, cele-
brate the continued resiliency of
long-term survivors, express grati-
tude to the HIV providers,
researchers and advocates, [and]
affirm our commitment to elimi-
nating the stigma that enables the
HIV epidemic to continue.” 

According to the CDC, more
than 700,000 Americans have died
from AIDS-related complications,
and more than 1.1 million residents
are living with HIV. The Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health reports there are
approximately 57,700 people liv-
ing with HIV and 1,300 new HIV
transmissions each year. However,
5,700 people living with HIV in the
county are unaware of their status,
and only 60% of people living with
HIV are virally suppressed. 

“Ending the HIV epidemic in
Los Angeles County is an achiev-
able goal thanks to advancements
like PrEP and treatment as preven-
tion,” Hollendoner said. “However,
disparities in HIV outcomes driven

by institutional racism, transpho-
bia, and homophobia continue to
be an undeniable reality. That is
why the center’s efforts to expand
access to HIV testing, prevention
and treatment across Los Angeles
through our Center South, Mi
Centro and Trans Wellness Center
sites are essential to this goal.” 

The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health also
reports there is a disproportionate
number of Latinx and Black males
living with HIV – some of whom
are undiagnosed or not aware of
their status. Transgender individu-
als are the most disproportionately
impacted gender group in the coun-
ty. 

“The fight against the HIV epi-
demic is not over. We must address
the still outsized impact of
HIV/AIDS on Black and Latinx
gay, bisexual and other men who
have sex with men, and transgen-
der women, and we must do it by
providing a neutral approach to
care for HIV education, testing or
treatment, not only to reduce the
rates of HIV/AIDS in our commu-
nities but also to destigmatize how
people view and treat those living
with, or who are at-risk of acquir-
ing HIV,” said David Flores, senior
program manager at the Center
South. “Testing and prevention
programs that are by and for com-
munities most impacted by
HIV/AIDS, like those offered at
Center South and our other sites,
are critical to ending the epidem-
ic.” 

For information about HIV pre-
vention, testing and health services
throughout Los Angeles County,
visit lalgbtcenter.org/hiv. 

Center reiterates commitment
to end HIV on World AIDS Day 
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The Los Angeles LGBT Center offers medical services and prevention
strategies for people living with HIV/AIDS.

https://www.freehand.com


U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA)
and Sen. Tina Smith (D-MN) intro-
duced legislation on Dec. 1 that will
expand access to lifesaving HIV
prevention medications. 

The PrEP Access and Coverage
Act of 2021 addresses the underuti-
lization of HIV prevention drugs –
known as PrEP (pre-exposure pro-
phylaxis) and PEP (post-exposure
prophylaxis) – in high-risk commu-
nities by ensuring the medications,
and any associated costs, are cov-
ered by health insurance. The mea-
sure also establishes community
public health campaigns, and
expands access to the drugs for
uninsured individuals and under-
served communities. 

“Preventative medications like
PrEP and PEP are one of the easiest
and most effective ways to protect
individuals against HIV. But what
isn’t always easy, especially for
those at the highest risk of infec-
tion, is obtaining that medication,
Schiff said. “High out-of-pocket
costs, lack of comprehensive cover-
age and underfunded public aware-
ness and outreach campaigns still
stand between at-risk communities
and life-saving medication.” 

“Every person deserves access to
affordable, high quality health
care,” Smith added. “Too many
people across this country are
unduly burdened by the high costs
of HIV drugs, and many others are
going without this lifesaving pre-
ventative medication. This bill
takes an important step towards
ensuring that these highly effective
medications are accessible and
affordable for every patient who
needs them.” 

The PrEP Access and Coverage
Act of 2021 will address the signif-
icant disparities among those who
are recommended to take HIV pre-
vention drugs, and those who are
prescribed the medication. It will
ensure comprehensive health insur-
ance coverage of HIV prevention
drugs by eliminating out-of-pocket
costs for the medication and associ-
ated costs for individuals who are
enrolled in federally regulated pri-
vate and public health insurance.
The legislation will also prohibit
prior authorization requirements for
HIV prevention drugs under private
and public health insurance plans,

and would restrict insurance com-
panies from denying coverage or
increasing premiums for disability
insurance, long-term care insurance
and life insurance policies based on
a person taking medication for HIV
prevention. 

Additionally, the bill directs the
Department of Health and Human
Services to establish public health
education campaigns to increase
utilization of PEP and PrEP among
individuals at risk of contracting
HIV. 

“Our health care system must
provide access to these preventative
treatments for every patient who
needs them – regardless of their

race, ethnicity, sexual orientation,
gender identity, income level or
health care coverage,” Schiff said.
“The PrEP Access and Coverage
Act would help us close those gaps,
so that no one has to suffer from a
now-preventable disease.” 

Some local organizations fight-
ing to end HIV/AIDS support the
new legislation. 

“APLA Health applauds the
introduction of Rep. Adam Schiff’s
PrEP Access and Coverage Act on
World AIDS Day 2021. The PrEP
Access and Coverage Act will build
on the progress that we have made
thus far to ensure that all Americans
have access to PrEP at no cost

regardless of income, insurance or
immigration status,” APLA Health
CEO Craig E. Thompson said.
“When PrEP was first approved
nearly a decade ago, it revolution-
ized HIV prevention and accelerat-
ed efforts to end the epidemic. But
currently PrEP use remains far
below desired levels – particularly
among young Black and Latinx gay
men and other communities most
impacted by HIV in the U.S. This
legislation will substantially scale
up outreach and education efforts to
increase awareness and understand-
ing of this highly effective HIV pre-
vention tool and will help us realize
the goals of the federal Ending the
HIV Epidemic Initiative: a 75%
reduction in new HIV infections by
2025 and 90% by 2030.” 
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Bill will expand access to HIV prevention 

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff

Assessor hosts
town hall on
property tax
changes 

Los Angeles County Assessor
Jeff Prang and Board of
Equalization Chairman Antonio
Vazquez are hosting a virtual town
hall on Proposition 19 on
Wednesday, Dec. 8, at 1 p.m. 

The meeting will address many
of the questions and concerns that
have been raised regarding the
implementation of changes to
property tax administration.

Proposition 19 is a constitutional
amendment to Proposition 13 that
allows seniors and disabled indi-
viduals to sell their home and buy a
new one without experiencing an
increase in property taxes. Prop. 19
also changed the property tax ben-
efits for parents who plan to leave
their homes to their children

To register and submit questions,
visit assessor.lacounty.gov/News-
Information/events. 

https://farmersmarketla.com
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Hanukkah dinner
specials at Akasha

Now serving “Latkes and
Vodkas” through Dec. 5, Akasha
makes Yukon Gold potato latkes by
the half-dozen for $10. The latkes
are paired with homemade apple-
sauce and can be upgraded with
smoked salmon, sour cream and
chives. Festive vodka cocktails are
pre-mixed and ready to pour for two
servings. Delivery and pick up pre-
orders can be made for chopped
chicken liver, pretzel bread, old
school brisket, tangerine braised
chicken and Hanukkah cookies.
akasharestaurant.com. 9543 Culver
Blvd., (310)845-1700.

Rustic Canyon’s
holiday cookies  

Michelin recognized pastry chef
Erika Chan is baking a variety of

inventive holiday cookies packaged
in a cookie tin that makes a perfect
holiday gift. Each tin is $50 and
includes a dozen cookies that range
from beets and berries Oreos, fer-
mented gingerbread cookies,
Quince manchego shortbread and
fig leaf chocolate chip cookies. Pre-
order before Dec. 10 for pick up
from Dec. 15-17. The team is giv-
ing 100% of the proceeds to benefit
the nonprofit No Us Without You.
Order on Tock. 1119 Wilshire
Blvd., (310)393-7050.

Holiday fun at 
the Peninsula

The menorah is lit, the Peninsula
Christmas tree is aglow, and on
Dec. 3, the Peninsula Beverly Hills
will have pets available to take
home from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. in part-
nership with a local organization.
On Dec. 8 and Dec. 15, join a
McQueen Flowers holiday wreath

arranging class with McQueen
florists and an in-house mixologist
to create unique holiday wreaths
and cocktails. The festivities are
$175 per person and run from 6-8
p.m. 9882 S. Santa Monica Blvd.
(310)551-2888.

Food and Cheer at
Universal Studios 

Stroll through the festive
Wizarding World of Harry Potter
while sipping a delicious hot butter-
beer, or stop and enjoy savory holi-
day fare at the Three Broomsticks
dining hall. Beginning at 6 p.m.,
“The Magic of Christmas at
Hogwarts Castle” dazzles with stun-
ning imagery, animation and an
impressive light projection show that
illuminates the castle and sky.
Sounds include an arrangement of
music from the Harry Potter film
series. Nearby is a “Grinchmas" cel-
ebration that includes the illumina-
tion of a topsy-turvy 65-foot
“Grinchmas” tree in Universal Plaza,
a character meet-and-greet and a
selection of themed Who-tacular
sweet treats. The spirited holiday
decor at Universal CityWalk includes

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax • (323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

Chocolate Pecan Pie
 Holiday Pie Menu 

        Pumpkin 
      Pecan 
    Mincemeat 
  Cinnamon Apple 
 Raspberry 
Strawberry Cream

Open M-F  
6:30 am- 7:30 pm 
Sat. & Sun  
6 am- 7:30pm 
Hours subject to 
change

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Prime Rib
All Natural, Hormone & Antibiotic Free 

“The Best Prime Rib You’ll Ever Eat”

Colorado  
Leg of Lamb 

Bone-in or Butterflied

Tomahawk Steaks • Filet Mignon   
Crown Roast of Pork • Ham, Turkey  

6333 W. Third St. 
In The Original 
Farmers Market 
 323.938.5131  
marcondas.com 

Order 

Now  

for the   

Holidays

The popular bakery Breadblok in Santa Monica is opening another loca-
tion in Silver Lake on Dec. 9. The restaurant and retail bakery is offering
an in-store promotion of 15% off when customers spend $45 or more
through Dec. 12. The offers handmade gluten-free breads, croissants,
tartlets, donuts, scones, quiche, salads, sandwiches, organic jams and
vegan milks. The new restaurant will soon offer a selection of gluten-free
beers and organic, biodynamic wines. Open daily from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
1529 Griffith Park Blvd., and 1511 Montana Ave., (310)310-8576.

Breadblok

https://farmersmarketla.com
https://marcondas.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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Holiday Feast
Pre-Order Your 

Bourbon & Brown Sugar Honey 
Glazed Ham with Pineapple Chutney 

Or Roasted Turkey  
and all the Trimmings 
Dine-In or Carry Out 

Large Ham or Turkey  (serves 8-10pp) 
$265.00++ Includes 2 Pies 

Small Ham or Turkey  (serves 4-6pp) 
$195.00++ Includes 1 Pie 

Plated Dinner $29.95+ 
Child’s Plate  $17.95 (3-11yrs)

PRE-ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY PIES TODAY 
Cherry, Blueberry, Pumpkin, Peach, 

Boysenberry, Apple, Raspberry and Pecan  
$15.95 each 

Dinner includes: 
home-made pumpkin soup,  

honey glaszed carrotts, homemade stuffing, 
green beans amandine, mashed potatoes,  

sweet potatoes with marshmellows,  c 
ranberry sauce, dinner rolls and 

Du-Par’s Fruit Pie

Open Christmas Day & New Year’s Day  

(323) 933-8446  
(323) 933-8447  

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

6333 W. 3rd St. 
at the  

Farmers Market order online: dupars.net/Store/ 

a 40-foot Christmas tree illuminated
with 200,000 lights. Nearby,
Voodoo Doughnuts offers a variety
of festive designs and flavors to cele-
brate the season. universalstudioshol-
lywood.com. 100 Universal City
Plaza, (800)864-8377.

Art of Tea pop-up
Throughout December, the L.A.-

based tea purveyor behind the tea
programs at The J. Paul Getty
Museum, Huntington Gardens and
the Los Angeles County Museum of
Art is hosting a holiday pop-up at
Platform in Culver City. Art of Tea
founder and master tea blender
Steve Schwartz and his team curated
an extensive selection of premium
hand-blended teas and gifts that will
be on sale every Wednesday through
Sunday through Dec. 26. Gifts
include at-home matcha kits, a home
tea starter kit and tea sachet sampler
boxes. Other local artisan purveyors
include Brightland’s California and
Kauai honey, Morrow Soft Goods’
sustainable kitchen linens and hand-
crafted Eunbi ceramics by Eunbi
Cho. The pop-up will be open from
noon to 6 p.m. 8850 Washington
Blvd., Culver City.

Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills is
spreading holiday cheer this season
to locals and guests with new
mouthwatering holiday menus at
its signature restaurant, Jean-
Georges Beverly Hills, and the al-
fresco rooftop dining hotspot, The
Rooftop by JG.  

Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills
will host its annual holiday high
tea, serving a curated selection of
teas from around the world, sweet
treats and champagne, accompa-
nied by the music of a classical
harpist. The high tea will be
offered every Sunday in December
until Christmas in the lobby lounge
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Prices start
at $110 per adult and $65 per child. 

Jean-Georges Beverly Hills will
celebrate Christmas Eve with an
eight-course chef’s holiday tasting
menu available from 5:30-10 p.m.
Menu highlights include toasted
egg yolk, black truffle and hamachi
toast, parmesan risotto, Icelandic
cod and soy glazed short rib. Prices
start at $260 per adult and $75 per

child. 
The hotel’s signature restaurant

will also offer a family-style
brunch on Christmas Day from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. The menu will fea-
ture scallop and truffle tartare, but-
ternut squash soup, slow baked
salmon, roasted duck breast,
sauteed spinach and pannacotta
with citrus.  Prices start at $260 per
adult and $75 per child. 

The Rooftop by JG will be open
for brunch, lunch and dinner on
Christmas Eve through Dec. 26
from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. The menu
will be a la carte with special fes-
tive additions.

For a one-of-a-kind present, a
Jean-Georges Beverly Hills holi-
day gift basket featuring pate en
croute, buche de noel, 50 grams of
petrossian caviar and one bottle of
Billecart Salmon Champagne can
be ordered through Dec. 13 to pick
up from through Dec. 22-24.
Baskets are $680 each. 

Ring in 2022 at Jean-Georges
Beverly Hills with decadent six or 10-

course tasting menus starting at 5:30
p.m. and 8 p.m. on New Year’s Eve.
Menu highlights include toasted
caviar, bay scallop and black truffle
tartar, roasted Maine lobster and
wagyu beef ribeye. The six-course
menu starts at $180 per person and the
10-course menu at $360 per person. 

The Rooftop by JG will celebrate
New Year’s Eve with a six-course

prix fixe tasting menu starting at
5:30 p.m. highlighted by tagliatelle
pasta with black truffles, Icelandic
cod and wagyu beef tenderloin.
Prices start at $310 per person. All
options will include a glass of
champagne at midnight.

For holiday dining reservations,
visit OpenTable or call (310)860-
6700.

Waldorf Astoria serves
decadent holiday menus

A holiday high tea will serve a selection of teas from around the world. 
photo courtesy of Vanessa Tierney

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446 
(323) 933-8447

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Dec. 11, 18, 25 
❅ $13.95  ❅

Visit with 
Santa 

11am &  
1 pm!

Holiday 
Crafts

Holiday 
Music

Breakfast includes 1 pancake 
any style, 1 egg,  

sausage or bacon  
visit with Santa  

& favors!

Ho! 
Ho !
Ho!

Ho! Ho !
Ho! 2 for $22 

$2 extra  
for adults

Order Direct or from  
Chow Now • Postmates 
DoorDash • Uber Eats

Peanut Butter & Jelly Triangles  
Assorted Mini Sandwiches 

Ham & Cheese, Chicken Salad,  
Smoked Salmon upon request ($2 extra) 

Mini Muffins & Donuts 
Fresh Fruit Skewers 
Tea & Apple Juice

Open M-F  
6:30 am- 7:30 pm 
Sat. & Sun  
6 am- 7:30pm 
Hours subject to 
change

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Tea Par ty

Sat. & Sun  
6 am- 7:30pm 
Hours subject to 
change

In the Original Farmers Market •  3rd & Fairfax 
 (323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447 

email Frances@dupars-psr.com for details!

Sur
pise

s 

for
kids

!
Dine-in 
Served  
2-4 pm 
Take out  

order 2 days 
in advance

Eataly offers authentic taste of Italy
Behind the doors of Eataly

resides a bustling market. In one
booth, chefs hand-pull pasta, their
fingers delicately guiding the noo-
dles, while pizza makers delight
diners with their hand-tossed
dough. The aroma of fresh-caught
fish mingles with the scent of still-
warm bread. The theater beckons
patrons to taste the cuisine. 

Part restaurant and food court,
and part department store, Eataly
has been delighting Italophiles all
over the globe since it first opened
in 2007. The Los Angeles branch
opened in Westfield Century City
in 2017 and has delighted patrons
with its veritable Italian fare. 

Shelves lined with wheels of
Parmigiano Reggiano, wrapped
prosciutto, white truffles, gelato
and hundreds of wine bottles entice
foodies to shop, dine and savor all
the aromas. The marketplace gives
a hint at the refined ingredients
used in Eataly’s two formal restau-
rants. Over two nights, my husband

and I experienced the offerings at
the classic restaurant La Pizza and
La Pasta and the grill-forward
restaurant Terra. 

Both restaurants are headed by
Executive Chef Giuseppe Manco.
Born and raised in Naples, Manco
brings light, refined Italian dishes
that highlight Southern California’s
seafood to Eataly. Before joining
Eataly, Manco served as the execu-
tive chef of Mr. C Beverly Hills for
eight years. 

First, we visited La Pizza and La
Pasta on a busy Thursday evening.
As we perused the menu, we sipped
on a 2018 Masciarelli wine. The
full-bodied Montepulciano
D’Abruzzo offered a rich dark
cherry taste with smoky notes. The
trattoria wine paired well with our
first two courses. 

We started the evening with a
Vitello Tonnato. Thin slices of roast
beef were served with a dollop of
tuna sauce and a chicory salad. The
marbled beef was tender and the
tuna sauce added a hint of acidity to
the dish. 

Next, a calzone arrived to the
table. Served on a simple white
plate, the humble dish wowed with
its authentic ingredients. It was
stuffed with a bright San Marzano
tomato sauce, Buffalo mozzarella,
ricotta and Rovagnati Granbiscotto
ham. The creamy filling oozed out
of the delicate crust, making a per-
fect hearty bite. 

For main courses, my husband
and I shared a pasta and a meat
course. Hand-crafted agnolotti was
stuffed with pork and veal. The del-
icate pasta was served in a creamy
sauce enhanced with Parmigiano
Reggiano, and each bite melted in
our mouths.

For an even more savory dish,
we enjoyed pollo alla milanese. A
Jidori chicken breast was served on
a wooden board with a fresh radic-
chio salad. The salty chicken paired
nicely with the acidic salad, and the
crispy skin was only enhanced with
a squeeze of lemon. 

We ended with the quintessential
Italian dish: tiramisu. The espresso-
soaked ladyfingers were served

with a luscious mascarpone, expert-
ly toeing the line of sweetness. As
we savored each bite, we wondered
how the meal could be topped. 

Returning to Terra on Friday
night, we made our way to the back
of the market and up a winding
staircase. As we reached the top of
the stairs, the aroma of a wood fire
wafted over us. 

Before being led to our table, we
watched as chefs expertly manned
the grills, flipping meat at precisely
the right moment. Again, we dined

outdoors, this time on a rooftop
with intimate lighting and scenic
pergolas under which are bars serv-
ing out intoxicating cocktails. 

I started the evening with a “peni-
cillin,” crafted with Dickel Rye, gin-
ger, honey syrup, lemon juice and
Laphroaig Mist. The whisky harmo-
nized perfectly with the ginger, cre-
ating a powerful, smoky elixir. 

Though Terra is a grill-forward
restaurant, it also serves up delight-
fully delicate pastas and exciting
appetizers. Most dishes are served

A pollo alla milanese is cooked perfectly, with a light crispy skin and juicy,
tender center.  

photo byBrynn Mechem

By Brynn MEchEM                 

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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with at least one item that has
touched the grill, whether it’s a
fire-roasted tomato or a grilled
prawn. 

First to arrive to our table was
“burrata e pappa al pomodoro.”
The fresh, bright appetizer featured
juicy grilled tomatoes topped with
Burrata Pugliese. The stretched-
curd cheese melted into the
refreshing tomatoes, making a tan-
talizing first dish. 

Shortly after, we tasted our first
bites of the expertly-grilled meat.
Served on a spear was bombette
pugliesi, or stuffed pork. The large
meatballs were crafted with
Rovagnati Mortadella, Guffanti
Provolone and rosemary. A perfect
crust gives way to a smoky pork
that melts in your mouth. 

For our main courses, we tasted
grilled offerings from the sea,
including a whole-grilled branzino
and a Calamarata Amalfitana. The
branzino had a perfectly crispy
skin with flaky white meat. It sings
when tasted with a char-grilled
lemon and herb salad. 

The pasta offered a bounty from
the sea with ingredients such as
Afeltra calamari, tiger prawns and
manila clams. A calamari ragu was
deliciously crafted with red datteri-
no cosí com’é. The thin red sauce
allowed the seafood to be the star. 

For dessert we had a sumptuous
vanilla gelato. Tart Amarena cher-
ries hidden within offered a wel-
come surprise. It was served with
an espresso, making it the perfect
end cap to a delicious meal. 

Even after two nights of Italian
feasts, we had to stop in the market
on the way out to pick up a robust
red and tortiglioni noodles as to try
at home. $$ 10250 Santa Monica
Blvd. (213)310-8000. 

Hanukkah celebrations shine light on fun

Fun at the Farmers
Market

The Original Farmers Market
will host “Chanukah Fun on the
Plaza” from 1-3:30 p.m on Dec. 5.
At 1 p.m. the market will host the
“Chanukah Pajamikah Show with
Doda Mollie.” Immediately fol-
lowing, get ready for hands-on hol-
iday activities that are fun for the
whole family.

Hanukkah Party
For some adult holiday fun,

head to a Hanukkah party at The
Conspiracy in Hollywood.
Starting at 9:30 p.m. on Dec. 4,
Israeli singer Shaked Komemi
will perform. The Conspiracy
will offer a large production with
dancers, a light show and sweet
treats. DJs Asi Vidal, Yochi, Raz
Davidov, Natalie and Gilad
Emesh will perform. Kosher
food, jelly doughnuts and dreidels
will also enhance the evening’s
festivities. For tickets, visit
Israeli-parties.com or call
(818)262-1100.

Menorah Lighting in
Beverly Hills

JEM Community Center Beverly
Hills is hosting a free Hanukkah
party from 4:30-6:30 p.m. on Dec.
5 at Beverly Canon Gardens. The
event will include a menorah light-
ing, music, hot latkes, doughnuts,
face painting, raffles and live enter-
tainment. Every child in attendance
will receive a free gift. Guests are
invited to celebrate light, unity and
liberty. For more information, call
(310)772-0000. 

Skirball Cultural
Center

The Skirball invites families to
celebrate Hanukkah will a variety
of programming throughout the
weekend. 

At 6 p.m. on Dec. 4, view an
online short film that highlights the
magic of Hanukkah. Led by Rob
Eshman, national editor of
“Forward,” the film will explore
the Jewish Festival of Lights, fea-
turing reflections from members of
the Skirball community. 

From 10-11 a.m. on Dec. 5, learn
why jelly doughnuts, or sufganiyot,
are eaten during Hanukkah. Join
Maite Gomez-Rejón of ArtBites to
hear the history of the treat before
making a delicious version from
the comfort of home. 

Finally join the Skirball for a
special program from 2-6 p.m. on

Dec. 5. The program features
music, storytelling and art-making.
Dublab DJ Callie Ryan, folk trou-
badours Zingarella and klezmer
group Yale Strom and Hot Pstromi
will perform. 

Skirball storytellers will recount
the story of Hanukkah and guests
can enjoy classic Hanukkah treats
before celebrating community with
a sunset candle lighting ceremony. 

For information, visit skirball.org.

Century City
Westfield Century City will cele-

brate Hanukkah not with lights, but
with artwork. A festive mural creat-
ed by Los Angeles artist Hillel
Smith will be displayed throughout
the Festival of Lights. The mural is
located on level one of the mall, near

Nordstrom on Constellation
Boulevard. Grab the family and take
some holiday photos before shop-
ping for the perfect holiday gift.

Culver City 
celebrations

The Jewish Community of Culver
City – Chabad is hosting several cel-
ebrations throughout the week. At 6
p.m. on Dec. 2, join the community
at Shay Hotel as a menorah is lit.
Latkes and songs will follow. 

At 4:30 p.m. on Dec. 5, a grand
menorah lighting at the Culver City
Hall courtyard will celebrate the
last night of Hanukkah. Guests can
enjoy hot latkes, chocolate gelt,
doughnuts, a magic show, crafts,
music, raffles and dreidels.

Hanukkah is in full swing and
institutions throughout Los
Angeles are celebrating the
Festival of Lights with memo-
rable events. 

From lighting ceremonies to
doughnut-making, there is plenty
of holiday fun to be had for the
whole family. 

Doda Mollie will perform a Hanukkah show that is fun for the whole
family at the Original Farmers Market. 

photo courtesy of Doda Mollie

https://www.beverlyhills.org
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Foundation celebrates impact
Everychild Foundation, a group

of more than 200 Los Angeles
women, has released a detailed
report quantifying its positive
impact on local youth during its
first two decades in operation. 

The report, prepared by Khush
Cooper & Associates, described
how the women’s giving circle has
had an exponential effect on young
lives by awarding $20 million in
targeted grants to Los Angeles
County nonprofits. 

Because the foundation strategi-
cally leverages its dollars by seek-
ing to fund replicable projects, it
has had an outsized impact beyond
its own grants that, alone, have
served more than 1 million chil-
dren.

In addition, Everychild, an early
adopter of the giving circle
approach to philanthropy, has
inspired the creation of at least 30
similarly-modeled charitable
groups across the U.S. and interna-
tionally, with many in the greater
L.A. area. 

Founded in 2000, the all-volun-
teer membership is dedicated to
easing the suffering of local chil-
dren, whether due to disease, dis-
ability, abuse, neglect or poverty.
The foundation’s grantees serve

youth aged prenatal to 24 years and
their families throughout L.A.
County, including locations in
South and East L.A., Central L.A,
Whittier, Long Beach, the South
Bay and Pasadena.

Everychild members annually
pool funds with a $6,000 contribu-
tion per member. They award a sin-
gle $1 million grant to one agency
each year, selected by vote of the
entire membership. Recently, mem-
bers have also provided a substan-
tial gift to the runner-up project. 

The report describes the projects
Everychild had funded over the
past two decades and calculates the
numbers of children served by
each. Examples include mitigation
of slum housing conditions that had
led to lead poisoning and increased
asthma levels, a universally-acces-
sible playground at an orthopedic
hospital, a unique housing system
for aging-out foster youth, the first
juvenile arrest diversion program in
California, a mobile dental clinic, a
new training program for lawyers
to represent youth who are dually
involved in the justice and depen-
dency systems and a youth suicide-
prevention center. 

For information, visit everychild-
foundation.org. 

Author forum at Hollywood Museum 
The Hollywood Museum will

host a number of celebrated and
celebrity writers in its first Authors
Forum, which will feature books
topics ranging from entertainment
memoirs to Hollywood History. 

The forum will be held from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Dec. 11 in the
museum’s fourth-floor ballroom.
The lineup features 20 established
writers, including Anson Williams,

Carol Hoenig, Dee Wallace, Joyce
Bulifant, Larry Strauss, Michael
Stern and Ruta Lee. 

Tickets, which include admission
to the museum, are $15 for adults,
$12 for adults over the age of 62
and students with a valid ID, and $5
for children under the age of 5. 

For information, visit theholly-
woodmuseum.com or call
(323)464-7776. 

MAK announces new artists
The MAK Center for Art and

Architecture is welcoming resi-
dents to its 50th iteration of The
Artists and Architects-in-Residence
Program at the Mackey
Apartments. 

The new residents are Emilija
Škarnulytė, Julia Obleitner, Helvijs
Savickis and Manuel Gorkiewicz. 

The six-month residency wel-
comes international artists working
at the intersection of architecture
and visual culture to live and work
in Los Angeles. The residency cul-
minates in a final group project pre-
sentation at the Mackey
Apartments Garage Top from
March 17-20, 2022. 

Škarnulytė is a nomadic visual
artist and filmmaker. Moving
between fiction and documentary,
she works primarily with deep
time, from the cosmic and geologic
to the ecological and political. 

Obleitner is an architect and artist
operating between new media, per-
formative works and architecture.
In her work, she focuses on large

scale territories, and contemporary
political, ecological and urban
issues.

Savickis was born in Latvia,
Riga. He graduated from the
Academy of Fine Arts Vienna with
a master's in architecture. His main
research focus point is on the
geopolitical footprints of mankind,
documenting and interacting with
them in order to shift and preserve
the perception of collective memo-
ries. 

Gorkiewicz was born in Graz,
Austria, and he lives and works in
Vienna. He studied at the
University of Vienna and Academy
of Fine Arts Vienna and received
various prizes and residencies
across Europe, including in
Copenhagen, Istanbul and Rome. 

Initiated in October 1995, the
program is funded by the Austrian
Federal Ministry of Education, Arts
and Culture in cooperation with the
MAK – Austrian Museum of
Applied Arts / Contemporary Art,
Vienna.

Four artists will stay at the Mackey Apartments for six months to create
new work.  

photo courtesy of MAK Center for Art and Architecture 

KCCLA photography exhibit explores nature
Korean Cultural Center Los

Angeles and Photographers Society
of Southern California are present-
ing exhibition “Riches of the land
‘Another World’” through Dec. 10. 

Every year, the Photographers
Society of Southern California has
presented works of a single theme,
and this year's theme is "Another
World." The exhibition will dis-
play more than 37 photographs by
photographers, Korean Artists and
local other community artists.

"The exhibitions at the Korean
Cultural Center were canceled for
a year due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and I understand how diffi-
cult it must have been for Korean
artists to pursue their art during
this time,” KCCLA director Wijin
Park said. “Nevertheless, thanks to
the relentless artistic pursuits of
the 12 artists who found beauty
among the once-neglected silver
linings of the pandemic, we are

able to enjoy 37 photographs in the
topic of macro pictures." 

The exhibition is open to the pub-
lic, and an opening reception will be
held at 7 p.m. on Dec. 3.  Following
the opening ceremony, the

Photographers Society of Southern
California will give away a 2022
calendar that is made with work by
members of Photographers Society
of Southern California. 

For information, visit kccla.org. 

“Riches of the land ‘Another World’” features more than 37 photos. 
photo courtesy of KCCLA

New Play Project presents grants to playwrights
Los Angeles New Play Project

presented $20,000 to each of three
local playwrights at a reception
hosted by the UCLA School of
Theater, Film and Television in
November. 

Three local theater companies,
which have agreed to produce the
plays, will receive an additional
$20,000 each toward the cost of
production.

Fifty original scripts, along with
proposals for their productions,
were submitted to LANPP last sum-
mer by 50 intimate theater produc-
ers in the program’s first year. 

“We were pleased to be able to
select from such a talented group of
writers and producers. Very exciting
work is being created in our com-
munity," Director Paula Holt said. 

Winners of the program’s first year
were playwrights Carla Ching
(Ammunition Theatre Company) for
her play “Revenge Porn,” Carolyn
Ratteray (Boston Court Pasadena) for
“Both And (A Play About Laughing
While Black)”, and Josh Wilder

(Watts Village Theater Company) for
“The Hands That Could.”

The theaters now have 18 months
to premiere the plays in a Los
Angeles venue. 

Los Angeles New Play Project
encourages the production of new,
challenging work on local small and
mid-size stages. The deadline for
submissions for next year’s awards
will be June 15, 2022. 

In addition to the playwriting and

production awards, LANPP sup-
ports a student intern program at the
Geffen Playhouse in Westwood,
which places graduates of the
UCLA Department of Theater in
positions at the Geffen. The grant,
which focuses on strengthening the
relationship between the university
and the professional theater, was
matched by the UCLA Chancellor’s
office. 

For information, visit lanpp.org. 

Playwrights Carla Ching, Josh Wilder and Carolyn Ratteray received
grants for their productions. 

photo courtesy of Todd Cheney

https://www.immaculateheart.org
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Japan House, a Japanese cultur-
al destination in the heart of
Hollywood, will explore the histo-
ry and art of Japenese silk braid-
ing in its upcoming exhibition
“KUMIHIMO: The Art of
Japanese Silk Braiding by
DOMYO.” 

On display from Dec. 11 to
March 6, the exhibition is pro-
duced by Yusoku Kumihimo
Domyo (DOMYO), a Tokyo-
based company that has been
making braided silk cords by hand
since 1652.

Though a relatively unknown
Japanese artistic tradition outside
Japan, elegantly patterned braided
silk cords have evolved for many
centuries in Japan. The kumihimo
tradition began in Japan in the
sixth century in the Imperial Court
and Buddhist temples, reaching its
golden age by the ninth century. 

Braided silk cords of many
styles and patterns were used for
aristocratic costumes, interior fur-
nishings and decorations, musical
instruments and religious equip-
ment for temples and shrines. From
around the 10th century, kumihimo
also was used by the military for
swords and armor, later becoming
important decorative elements on
kimonos and kimono accessories
for the well-to-do.

“Kumihimo silk cords have
been made in Japan for over 1,500

years, and there is evidence of
simple braiding in ancient burial
sites dating back five to 6,000
years ago,” said Yuko Kaifu, pres-
ident, Japan House Los Angeles.
“We’re honored to bring this rich
cultural history to the forefront
with materials provided by
DOMYO, to introduce some of
the most important braiding tech-
niques and show the innovative
ways kumihimois are used today.”

The exhibition introduces the
tradition of braiding and how it is
distinct from weaving and knitting.
It provides a historical overview of
braiding in Japan, with replicas of
silk braids dating as far back as the
seventh century, and examples of
diversely patterned cords featured
both in ceremonial sword furniture
and in clothing.

Additionally, the exhibition
showcases the future of kumihimo
and the ways in which braided silk
cords are incorporated into con-
temporary fashion and design,
with new kumihimo designs by
DOMYO, antique Western cloth-
ing reworked with kumihimo by
innovative garment modelist
Akira Hasegawa and an installa-
tion by the UTokyo Tachi Lab at
Tokyo University.

Admission to the exhibition is
free daily from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

For more information, visit
japanhousela.com. 

An artist braids a flat kumihimo cord on a traditional takadai frame. 
photo courtesy of Domyo

LACO showcases Baroque music
Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra

this season offers a range of musi-
cal programs, including six inti-
mate conductor-less chamber pre-
sentations. 

The first of LACO’s chamber
presentations, at 8 p.m. on Dec. 4,
spotlights Baroque concertos for
violin, oboe, flute and harpsichord.
The program opens with “Concerto
in A Major for Harpsichord and
Strings” by Seixas, a preeminent
18th century composer and harpsi-
chord virtuoso. It also includes
Vivaldi’s popular “Oboe Concerto
in F Major,” Pergolesi’s lyrical
“Violin Concerto in B-flat Major,”
Haydn’s virtuosic “String Quartet
Op. 1 No. 1,” and Telemann’s
“Concerto in A minor for Violin,
Flute, Oboe and Continuo.” 

The concert celebrates the life of
Warner Henry as well as he and his
wife Carol’s support of LACO and
the broader classical music com-
munity in Los Angeles. An enthusi-
astic advocate for the arts and par-
ticularly passionate about Baroque
music, Henry was an inaugural
board member of the Los Angeles
Chamber Orchestra. 

He and Carol were also donors to
LACO for more than four decades,
giving more than $3 million in sup-
port. Additionally, the Henrys were
instrumental in the formation of the
Los Angeles Opera and underwrote
several LA Opera productions over

the years. 
The Henrys were both longtime

members of the LA Opera
Executive Committee, Carol most
recently as its former chair. Warner
Henry was a crucial early benefac-
tor of the Colburn School, a long-
time supporter of Camerata
Pacifica and Musica Angelica and
an inaugural board member of the
Los Angeles Master Chorale. 

“Warner’s influence on the arts
in Los Angeles will be felt for gen-
erations to come,” Concertmaster
and Director of Chamber Music
Margaret Batjer said. “It is an
honor for LACO to recognize his
tremendous impact on classical
musical with an entire program of
Baroque works, music that he
loved dearly. LACO has always
embraced the chamber music
genre, in all of its iterations, just
like Warner did. 

“The concept for the six conduc-
tor-less chamber programs LACO
is presenting this season, goes back
to the Orchestra’s roots – during the
time Warner was serving on the
Board –  when the orchestra often
played without a conductor.
Communication between the musi-
cians becomes paramount and is
almost palpable, making for partic-
ularly exciting performances.” 

Tickets are $58 and may be pur-
chased online at laco.org or by call-
ing (213)622-7001 x 1.

Photo auction supports Project Angel Food
Milk Studios Los Angeles will

display and auction more than
60 iconic images from photogra-
phers including Dennis Hopper,
Ed Ruscha, Herb Ritts, Sylvie
Blum and Jim McHugh during
PHOTO21 on Dec. 9. 

PHOTO21 is one of Los
Angeles’ premier Photo Events
and Live Auctions, bringing
together some of the industry’s
most noted and desirable pho-
tography curated by a commit-
tee comprised of top gallerists
and patrons from around the
world.

The photos will be auctioned
off to raise money for Project
Angel Food and West
Hollywood’s planned AIDS
monument. 

Project Angel Food provides
free home delivered meals to
more than 2,000 people through-
out Los Angeles.  

“STORIES, The AIDS
Monument” is a public art
installation designed to memori-
alize the crisis and pay homage
to those who lost their lives to
the disease. 

“We are honored to be able to
give back during this important
time. The entire community at
Milk Studios works all year
around with creative energy, and
this is a really great event for us
to take a moment and reflect
back on all the good in Los
Angeles,” co-chair Willie
Maldonado said. 

Doors open at 6 p.m. and the

auction begins at 7 p.m. 
Tickets can be purchased on

Eventbrite.com.

For sponsorship and other
information, call John Gile at
(323)691-4453. 

PHOTO21 images will be auctioned off to support Project Angel Food
and West Hollywood’s AIDS monument. 

photo courtesy of Milk Studios

Exhibit celebrates silk braiding

https://www.pilgrim-school.org
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FIDM brings bling to holidays
Career, culture and style will

come together at Fashion Institute
of Design and Marketing Holiday
Market on Dec. 4.  

The festive open-air shopping
event will highlight the college's
talented alumni and their creative
brands. 

Discover a diverse collection of
inspired products, from over 30
brands including men’s, women’s
and children’s clothing, acces-
sories, jewelry, candles, art and cos-
metics.

Enjoy music, food trucks and a
special visit from Santa at the
FIDM campus in downtown Los
Angeles. 

Also on view will be the limited-
time “House of Gucci” exhibit pre-
sented by Metro Goldwyn Mayer

and United Artists Releasing at the
FIDM Museum. 

Showcasing an exclusive mix of
never-before-seen “House of
Gucci” photography, film footage
and costumes curated by costume
designer Janty Yates, the exhibition
offers audiences an immersive
experience and backstage access to
director Ridley Scott’s crime
drama.

Dec. 4 is the last day to see the
“House of Gucci” exhibition, and
the market will run from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. in Grand Hope Park. 

Parking is $5 in the FIDM under-
ground parking lot off 9th Street.
Reservations are recommended but
not required. 

For information, visit
fidm.edu/en/calendar. 

Aside from the market, guests can see the “House of Gucci” exhibition. 
photo courtesy of FIDM

Craft Contemporary offers artistic shopping 
The Craft Contemporary is

again hosting its annual Holiday
Marketplace on Dec. 4-5, a sale
and fundraiser designed to cele-
brate the museum’s vibrant com-
munity of artists and designers
while supporting the mission and
programming of Craft
Contemporary. 

From 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
guests can enjoy music and com-
plimentary refreshments as they
shop from a lineup of curated ven-
dors. 

This year’s artist list includes
Straw Factory, Charming Little
Lotus, De La Luna Designs, Ana
Cho Ceramics, Sascha Stannard,
Sock Candy, Vases to Vases and
Would Works. 

A preview brunch will be held
from 10-11:30 a.m. on Dec. 4,
which will allow shoppers to be
among the first to see the year’s
selection of crafts and artisan
wares. 

Admission includes a compli-
mentary light breakfast and festive
refreshments, as well as a dona-
tion bar. Tickets are $35 for mem-
bers and $40 for nonmembers. 

The market will be open to the

general public for $9 on Saturday,
which includes museum admis-
sion. Sunday is a pay-what-you-
can day. 

For information, visit craftcon-
temporary.org. 

The Craft Contemporary will celebrate the holidays with an artist mar-
ketplace sale. 

photo courtesy of Craft Contemporary

‘Passage’ film receives L.A., Oscar buzz
David Massey, the first Black

filmmaker nominated for an Oscar
for “Best Live Action Short Film,”
presented his newest short film
project “Passage” on Nov. 23.

The event, which Massey pre-
sented with producer Sandra
Evers-Manly at Raleigh Studios’
Chaplin Theater in Hollywood,
drew guests including U.S. Rep.
Karen Bass (D-Calif.), cast mem-
ber Robert Okumu and screen-
writer Mel Donalson.  

“Passage” presents a West
African culture that faces an
unprecedented challenge in the
year 1600. The film tells the story
of Gamba, a village leader, and
begins on a typical day in a coastal
Angolan village where every
member of an African culture is
busy performing their daily tasks,
such as cleaning, building and
food preparation. 

Suddenly, a new and violent
challenge emerges. How will

Gamba face this new foe – one
that threatens to destroy the very
existence of his family and vil-
lage?

“Passage” is an official selec-
tion of the 2021 Bronze Lens Film
Festival, the 2021 Reel Black Men
Film Festival and the 2021 Run
and Shoot Filmworks/MVAAFF
Film Festival. It is also an Invited
Film for the 2021 Real Sisters of
the Diaspora Film Festival and
Lecture Series.

http://www.beverlyhills.org/citymanager/emergencymanagement/emergencypreparedness/web.jsp?NFR=1
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Then-Los Angeles County Supervisor Edmund D. Edelman spoke at
a dedication ceremony for Pan Pacific Park in this photograph in the
Dec. 8, 1983, issue of the Park Labrea News. He was joined by former
L.A. City Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky and Council President John
Ferraro, as well as state Sen. David Roberti. The park, which remains a
recreational destination in the local community, was conceived nearly a
decade prior to the dedication ceremony on vacant land stretching
between Beverly Boulevard and Third Street, and Gardner Street and
what is now The Grove Drive. The park was a joint venture between the
city and county of Los Angeles and the state of California, which
acquired the land in 1979 for $10.4 million. Aside from currently being
home to the Holocaust Museum L.A., a city recreation center, sports
fields, public swimming pool, senior center and jogging paths, Pan
Pacific Park’s bowl-like landscape serves as a flood control basin in case
of heavy rain emergencies. 

Pan Pacific Park dedicated 

Academy Museum honors Satyajit Ray

photo courtesy of the Academy Museum 

Several Satyajit Ray films will be screened at the Academy Museum,
including “Teen Kanya.”  

The Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures is honoring writer,
director and composer Satyajit Ray
with a two-part retrospective
through Dec. 29.  

Part one focuses on Ray’s initial
decade as a filmmaker, beginning
with his groundbreaking
debut “Pather Panchali” in 1955.
The first Indian/Bengali to receive
an Academy Award, Ray became a
director in his early thirties after a
career as a graphic designer, and he
quickly became a prolific story-
teller.  

After the global phenomenon
of “Pather Panchali,” and the sub-
sequent films that make up the Apu
trilogy, which follows the titular
protagonist from childhood to
adulthood, Ray explored a range of
genres over his 30-plus films, con-
tinually returning to themes of tra-
dition sparring with
modernity.    

December’s screenings focus on

Ray’s prolific and prodigious 1960s
output. The decade finds the direc-
tor experimenting on several fronts:
creating shorter but no less con-
summate works — the
omnibus “Teen Kanya” and the
dark/light double
bill “Kapurush” and “Mahapur
ush” – and filming in color for the
first time, as we see in the mod-
ernist “Kanchenjungha.” 

 Ray also confronts religion,
centers women’s perspectives,
takes dark detours and creates a
magical, musical adventure in some
of his other renowned films.  

All films will screen on pre-
served 35mm prints from the
Academy Film Archive, including
the Academy Film Archive’s land-
mark restoration of the Apu Trilogy
from camera negatives nearly lost
in a fire.  

Part two of the series will take
place in 2022. For information,
visit academymuseum.org.  

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art is offering two
new exhibits throughout the winter
that challenge traditional cate-
gories of gender and race.  

“In the Now,” which runs
through Feb. 13 in the Resnick
Pavilion explores topics such as
gender, nation and photography,
featuring works made since 2000
by women artists born or working
in Europe.  

Many artists contend with repre-
sentations of the body, with indi-
vidual perspectives on beauty,
femininity, objectification and
what it means to be an artist who
identifies as a woman today. The
wide-ranging material and concep-
tual approaches testify to the expe-
diting force of technology, which
has made photography subject to
greater circulation, alteration and
abstraction.  

Selected from the collection of
Sir Mark Fehrs Haukohl – donated
to LACMA and the Brooklyn
Museum in 2021 – the exhibition
suggests that women photographers
practicing in Europe today are glob-
al citizens pointing toward a future
in which limiting statements can
yield to productive questions.   

“Family Album: Dannielle
Bowman, Janna Ireland and
Contemporary Works from
LACMA,” which runs from 1-4
p.m. on Saturdays through June 5
at Charles White Elementary
School, reveals insights about fam-
ily life and the mundane in the 21st
century. 

“Family Album” explores the

work of artists of color who exam-
ine themselves and history through
the visual language of family pho-
tographs. The exhibition presents
new work by Dannielle Bowman
and Janna Ireland among contem-
poraries including Germane
Barnes, Mark Bradford, Micaiah
Carter, Tony Cokes and Sandra de
la Loza. 

Featured artists confront the
physical, political and emotional
aspects of home. Some artists mine
their personal archives, while oth-
ers challenge the aesthetic conven-
tions of snapshots. Design, instal-
lation and video consider the
impact of segregation laws in
American neighborhoods today.  

For information, visit lacma.org. 

LACMA photography exhibitions challenge stereotypes

photo courtesy of LACMA 

“In the Now” presents work made after 2000 by women artists born or
based in Europe.  

Center Theatre Group launches CTG leadership circle
Center Theatre Group announced

the launch of CTG Leadership
Circle, a program to uplift, cele-
brate and support early- and mid-
career staff members at Los
Angeles’ largest theater company. 

The focus of CTG Leadership
Circle is on employees who identify
as BIPOC, as well as individuals
from intersectional and marginalized

identities. The first cohort, which
started at the end of September and is
slated to continue through Spring
2022 includes 11 participants from
five different departments at Center
Theatre Group.  

The first cohort inlcudes Nakisa
Aschtiani, finance; Eric Babb, pro-
duction; Katie Chen, production;
Courtney Clark, education and com-

munity partnerships; Jesicca
Hernandez, finance; Juan Martinez,
finance; Paula Matallana, instituti-
tional advancement; Nikki Michela,
institutional advancement; Priya
Patel, institutional advancement; Ayu
Tanaka, communications; and Janelle
Torres, information technology. 

For information, visit centerthe-
atregroup.org. 

https://bogiesliquor.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department

Nov. 21 

At 12:24 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a commercial bur-
glary in the 9600 block of Wilshire. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 200 
block of N. Rodeo at 12:26 a.m. 

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 200 
block of N. Almont. 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 200 block of 
N. Almont at 8 p.m.

Nov. 22 

At noon, an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 100 
block of Spalding. 

An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Santa 
Monica and Camden at 8:05 p.m. 

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
500 block of N. Maple. 

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Charleville 
and Rexford at 10:40 p.m. 

At 10:47 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim near the cor-
ner of Charleville and Elm. 

Nov. 23 

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
500 block of Hillcrest. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 200 block of 
Rexford at 7:58 p.m. 

At 2:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
9700 block of Wilshire. 

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Beverly and 
Oakhurst at 4:18 p.m. 

Nov. 24 

At 3:46 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 300 
block of N. Rodeo. 

Nov. 25 

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a commercial burglary 
in the 600 block of N. Alpine. 

Nov. 26 

A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs near the corner 
of Olympic and La Cienega at 
12:06 a.m. 

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
9900 block of Young. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 400 block of N. 
Rodeo at 5:34 p.m. 

At 8:30 p.m., a vandalism incident 
was reported in the 400 block of 
Beverly. 

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-

tim in the 8600 block of Wilshire at 
11:44 p.m. 

Nov. 27 

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 200 
block of S. Tower. 

A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs near the corner of 
Olympic and Spalding at 2:20 a.m. 

West Hollywood 
Sheriff’s Station

Nov. 21 

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8400 block of Melrose. 

Nov. 22 

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8400 
block of Sunset. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 1000 block of 
Ogden at 4 p.m. 

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8700 block of Sunset. 

Nov. 23 

An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1200 block of N. 
Orange Grove at 11:15 a.m. 

At noon, an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8200 
block of Santa Monica. 

Nov. 24 

At 6:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8900 
block of Santa Monica. 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 8200 block of 
Santa Monica at 6:35 p.m. 

At 8:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
600 block of Westbourne. 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1300 block of 
Havenhurst at 11 p.m. 

Nov. 26 

At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8800 
block of Santa Monica. 

Nov. 27 

At 12:35 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 8800 
block of Santa Monica. 

A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident 
near Sunset and Sunset Plaza at 
2:05 a.m. 

Los Angeles Police 
Department

Nov. 20 

An unknown suspect committed a 
theft in the 7100 block of Sunset at 
4:45 a.m. 

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 

committed a petty theft in the 7600 
block of Sunset. 

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 2300 block of N. 
Highland at 9 p.m. 

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a bicycle near the corner of 
Corning and Pico. 

Nov. 21 

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Santa 
Monica and Western at 12:01 a.m. 

At 12:15 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim in the 6000 
block of Hollywood. 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1800 block of 
Tamarind at 12:30 a.m. 

At 2:15 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1400 
block of N. Ivar. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft near the corner of Santa 
Monica and Wilcox at 2:20 a.m. 

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
6300 block of Third. 

A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 6500 block of La Mirada at 
9:20 a.m. 

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
100 block of N. La Peer. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1300 block of N. 
Orange at 3:40 p.m. 

At 4:19 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1700 
block of N. Las Palmas. 

Nov. 22 

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1700 
block of N. Wilcox. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 6800 block of 
Lexington at 1:34 a.m. 

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 8700 
block of Third. 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 800 block of 
Wooster at 4:20 a.m. 

At 10:20 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the 
1600 block of N. La Brea. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 500 block of S. 
Fuller at 1 p.m. 

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1000 
block of N. El Centro. 

An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of La Mirada 
and Saint Andrews at 2 p.m. 

At 3:09 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 100 
block of The Grove. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 900 block of N. 
Croft at 3:30 p.m. 

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 7200 
block of Fountain. 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
Franklin and Camino Palmero at 5 
p.m.

At 5:44 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 400 
block of N. Fairfax. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 8400 block of 

Willoughby at 6:30 p.m. 

At 6:47 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
6700 block of Selma. 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
Holt and Burton at 8 p.m. 

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
7600 block of Beverly. 

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of La Cienega 
and Beverly at 10 p.m. 

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Oakwood and Orlando. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 100 block of The 
Grove at 10:20 p.m. 

At 10:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
near the corner of Hollywood and 
Argyle. 

An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Third and 
Orlando at 10:30 p.m. 

At 11:50 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim in the 500 
block of N. Fairfax. 

Nov. 23 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 500 block of 
N. Wilcox at 1 a.m.

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1600 
block of N. Vine. 

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7800 block of 
Melrose at 5:40 a.m. 

At 6:15 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 1700 block 
of N. La Brea. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6200 block of 
Santa Monica at 11 a.m. 

At noon, an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5900 
block of Hollywood. 

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Franklin and 
Cahuenga at 2:30 p.m. 

At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 6800 block 
of Hollywood. 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 300 block of 
N. Rossmore at 6 p.m.

At 6:40 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 600 
block of S. Curson. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7000 block of 
Hollywood at 7:05 p.m. 

At 7:10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 6300 
block of Third. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 1700 block of N. 
Cahuenga at 7:28 p.m. 

At 8:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
800 block of N. Van Ness. 

Nov. 24 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
Hawthorn and Highland at 12:05 
a.m.

At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6400 
block of Sunset. 

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of 
Lexington and Vine at 7:15 a.m. 

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
800 block of N. Croft. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 700 block of N. 
Fairfax at 8 a.m. 

At 9:45 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 6200 block 
of Third. 

An unknown suspect stole a bicy-
cle near the corner of Selma and 
Gower at 10 a.m. 

At 11:05 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the 
6600 block of Waring. 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of 
Shenandoah at 11:10 a.m. 

An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 100 block of N. 
Wetherly at 1:10 p.m. 

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft near the 
corner of Hollywood and Vine. 

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7200 block of 
Hillside at 6 p.m. 

At 6:10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 800 
block of S. Spaulding. 

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 6100 block of 
Sunset at 11:30 p.m. 

Nov. 25 

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Hollywood 
and Orange at 12:15 a.m. 

At 2:20 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
La Brea and Willoughby. 

An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Third and 
Arden at 6:45 a.m. 

At 8:15 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 5600 block of 
Wilshire. 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 700 block of 
N. Alfred at 3 p.m.

Nov. 26 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 800 block of 
S. La Brea at 9:55 a.m.

At 3:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft near the 
corner of Melrose and Gardner.  

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8400 block of Melrose 
Place at 5:15 p.m. 

At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
6200 block of Sunset. 

An unknown suspect stole a bicy-
cle in the 1600 block of N. El 
Centro at 5:30 p.m. 

At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 100 block of 
S. La Brea.

An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 7400 block of Melrose 
at 6:45 p.m. 

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 200 
block of N. Van Ness. 

Nov. 27 

At 12:01 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 1600 block of Schrader. 

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Selma and 
Wilcox at 1:40 a.m. 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Nov. 20 and Nov. 27. The information was compiled from 
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: 
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.
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2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your  
Los Angeles Times subscription.

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer   
Enter code 9003 

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year. 
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To our new readers:
We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past few weeks.  

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

Ways to subscribe

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of  
“Our People Our Places” magazine! 

Property taxes
due on Dec. 10

Los Angeles County Treasurer
and Tax Collector Keith Knox is
reminding property owners that the
first installment of the 2021-22
Annual Secured Property Taxes
becomes delinquent if not received
by 5 p.m. on Dec. 10, or post-
marked before that date. 

“To avoid late penalties, property
owners should not wait until the
last day to make payment.  Please
pay early,” Knox said. 

Knox said property owners may
find it difficult to reach the depart-
ment on the phone and may instead
obtain answers to a majority of
their questions, including informa-
tion on how to request a copy of the
property tax bill, obtain the amount
due on any parcel or find the tax
payment history for the past three
fiscal tax years on the Los Angeles
County Property Tax Portal at
propertytax.lacounty.gov. 

Property owners may also call
the toll-free property tax informa-
tion line at (888)807-2111, where
automated information is available
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Those unable to make full pay-
ments may make partial payments,
which reduce the number of penal-
ties imposed.  

To make payments online, go to
propertytax.lacounty.gov and
select “pay property taxes online.”
Payments may also be made in per-
son at Kenneth Hahn Hall of
Administration between 8 a.m. and
5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

For information, visit property-
tax.lacounty.gov. 

Stevie Wonder to usher in holidays

photo by Aaron Blevins

Steven Wonder will perform at the House Full of Toys Benefit Concert. 

Musician Stevie Wonder will
return to Microsoft Theater for his
23rd House Full of Toys Benefit
Concert on Saturday, Dec. 18. 

House Full of Toys will benefit
children, people with disabilities
and families in need. Concertgoers
are asked to bring an unwrapped
toy or unwrapped gift of joy.
Charitable gifts are 100% tax
deductible since no goods or ser-
vices will be provided in considera-
tion for the gift.  

“In this, a most challenged time
throughout the world, is when we
show up to show our deepest love
and commitment to helping those to
still enjoy this holiday season,”
Stevie Wonder said. “It is my joy to
be able to return and present

HFOT.” 
He is one of the most celebrated

and prominent figures in popular
music, having received numerous
awards and honors including 25
Grammy Awards, the Grammy
Lifetime Achievement Award, a
Golden Globe and an Academy
Award.  

His humanitarian efforts are
well-known. Stevie Wonder is the
youngest recipient of the Kennedy
Center Honors and is a commander
of France’s National Order of Arts
and Letters. Stevie has received the
Presidential Medal of Freedom and
is a designated United Nations mes-
senger of peace with special focus
on persons with disabilities.  

For information, visit axs.com.  

West Hollywood is getting the
word out that the Red Cross is
starting community outreach for
The ADVANCE Study,
“Assessing Donor Variability And
New Concepts in Eligibility,”
which is a pilot study focused on
the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration’s “donor deferral
policy” for men who have sex
with men. 

The current donor deferral poli-
cy prohibits a man who has had
sex with another man from donat-
ing blood for three months follow-
ing the most recent sexual contact.

A virtual informational webinar
will take place on from noon to 1
Those interested in participating
can register at
https://us06web.zoom.us/webi-
nar/register/WN_hUlAQu7KTE-
G3NyyvGkf8g

“Growing up, I was acutely
aware of the barriers before me as
a gay man, should I ever want to
donate blood,” said West
Hollywood City Councilman
John M. Erickson. “Draconian
policies that prohibit or function
as barriers to gay men donating
blood still exist today. ”

The purpose of the ADVANCE
study is to determine if different
eligibility criteria for gay and
bisexual men can be used at blood
centers nationwide. 

The ADVANCE Study is a first
step in providing data that will
help the FDA determine if a blood
donor history questionnaire based
on individual risk would be as
effective as time-based deferral in
reducing the risk of HIV among

gay and bisexual men who volun-
teer to donate blood.

The study will collect responses
from qualified study participants
to questions that could be added to
the donor history questionnaire in
the future. The study is designed
to assess if the questions related to
behaviors may be effective in dis-
tinguishing between gay and
bisexual men who have recently
become infected with HIV and
those who do not have HIV infec-
tion. If this pilot study shows
promising results, the next step
would be a larger study to test
such questions.

The purpose of the new study is
a first step in determining whether
a different donor deferral can be
used at blood centers nationwide
while maintaining the safety of
the blood supply. For this to be
possible, a change would need to
be made to the donor history ques-
tionnaire.

Participants in the study will
have a blood sample drawn for
HIV testing and will answer dif-
ferent questions designed to deter-
mine individual HIV risk factors.
The study will assess if the ques-
tions related to behavior are effec-
tive in distinguishing between
men who have sex with men who
have recently become infected
with HIV and those who do not
have HIV infection. 

For information and to enroll,
visit ADVANCEstudy.org. For
information about the city’s
ADVANCE Study Day, call
(323)848-6559 or email jduck-
worth@weho.org 

Study determines donor eligibility

https://beverlypress.com/register/
https://www.latimes.com/subscriptions/directMail.html?utm_source=marketing_content&utm_medium=FL
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Across 

1. Zebra, to a lion  
5. Before circle and final  
9. ____ Coeur Basilica  
14. Wander  
15. Begged  
16. Chessman  
17. Cheers  
18. One of the pride of Joy  
19. Chronological record  
20. Warm-weather attire  
23. Cornerstone abbr.  
24. Annie Lennox hit “No More I Love 
___”  
25. Approves  
28. Genesis skipper  
31. Treat roughly  
33. __ ___ roll (doing well)  
36. “It’s only ___!”  
39. Address fit for a king  
40. Visit an island chain?  
44. “___, Brute!”  
45. Confronts  
46. Boy  
47. Break through  
50. Fall shade  
52. Wash. VIP  
53. Bibliographical abbr.  
56. Garlic mayonnaise  
60. Show off some tropical headwear  
64. Treeless plain  
66. Aye-aye’s home  

67. Out of the ordinary  
68. Casual attire  
69. Bavarian river  
70. Sago like starch  
71. Lenya of “From Russia With Love”  
72. Reform  
73. Views  
  
Down 

1. Space exploration mission  
2. Players’ fantasy characters  
3. Tennis player, Chris  
4. Sycophant  
5. Broke the speed limit  
6. Contemporary of Count and Duke  
7. Untidy  
8. The “Gem” state  
9. Spread out  
10. Common contraction  
11. Fault-finding  
12. Big name in TVs  
13. Aquatic shocker  
21. WW II predator  
22. Loophole  
26. Kismet  
27. Position  
29. Days past  
30. Retired soccer star Mia  
32. Fire remains  
33. Curves  
34. “I’m innocent!”  
35. Queen's court member  

37. Madame, for short  
38. Flirt, maybe  
41. Possessive  
42. Heat meas.  
43. State in India  
48. Chromosome blueprint  
49. Airport abbreviation  
51. Headgear  
54. More fitting  
55. Supersized  
57. Chicago destination  

58. Eva of “CSI: Miami”  
59. Twos in the news  
61. “Don’t bet ___!”  
62. High demand for  
63. Prefix with nautical  
64. Blood-work letters  
65. Prideful one, astrologically  

Classified Advertising 
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
COMPUTER HARDWARE

DOG WALKER

HELLP WANTED

FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

TThehe     Disc     Disc          Doc          Doc
Computer Problems? 
I CAN HELP!

     • Troubleshooting   
     • Lessons 
     • Purchase Consultation  
     • Phone Support

Joel Rothman
323.240.5112   

TheDiskDoc@mac.com  

UPHOLSTERY WEBSITE DESIGN

SCREENS • DOORS  
HARDWARE 

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.
WEST HOLLYWOOD 

(323)248-0840 
www.tashmans.com

Since 1961 
Family Owned & Operated 

mackeycreativelab.com 
info@mackeycreativelab.com

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER 

• Leash Manner Training 

• Socialization, Structure,  

Exercise 

• Insured, Certified 

AKC Good Citizen Trainer 

323.393.5238 
latty@cooperk-9.com 

Google: Latty Cooper 
as seen on YouTube!

ALAKAZAM
UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY

Commercial & Residential 
Every Style:  

Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers 
Replace Feather Proof Lining 
Broad Selection of Fabrics, 
Draperies & Roman Shades 

HIGHEST QUALITY  
WORKMANSHIP 

Call Rosie for FREE Estimate 
310-491-8409 

West Hollywood 

Affordable 
Prices 

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
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Los Angeles Times subscription.

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer   
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To our new readers:
We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past 3 weeks.  

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

Ways to subscribe

Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/
Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of  

“Our People Our Places” magazine! 

Looking for an experienced office assis-
tant to join our team! The Beverly Press 
and Park Labrea News are well-estab-
lished weekly newspapers covering 
hard news for Beverly Hills, West 
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and 
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles. 
Administrative assistant duties include 
letters, emails, filing, light bookkeeping, 
mailing lists/mail merge. General assis-
tant to the publishers. Compensation 
negotiable. Email resume to  
michael@beverlypress.com

World Famous Deli 
is looking for: 

LINE COOKS 
part time 
full time 

2 years experience 
required 
Call Marc 

(323)839-4447 answers on page 31

Room For Rent
Large Room in  

Beverly Hills Adjacent. 
Requesting woman 

roommate. 
Toxin Free home. 
Room available  

on Dec. 26. $800  
Kathy (310) 657-5174.
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5969 Melrose Ave. • (corner of Wilcox) • (323)467-7124

10% off all merchandise in the store 
with this coupon! • exp 12/31/21

 discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

All the Decorations 
you need to make 

your 8 Days 
Memorable!

Party Paper Goods, Decorations, Garland,  
Yard Lights, Christmas Lights, Plastic Yard Decorations, 

Santa Hats & Stockings, Balloons, Giftwrap, Bows, 
Ribbons, Centerpieces, Banners & More!

Make Your Holidays  
Merry & Bright!

Ring in the  
New Year  
in style!

Party Favors, Horns,  
Hats & More!

Support Small Business! 
 Thank you for your patronage!

‘8-Bit Christmas’ sneaks up on your feels 
We know the story well.

Protagonists young and old crave
the hottest toy of the year, thwarted
at every turn to bring it home. The
outcome supports a sentimental
reminder that the season is about
more than material things. “8-Bit
Christmas” follows this trajectory,
decorating a worn path with Easter
eggs from another era, but the final
moments morph an airy adventure
into an emotional freefall. 

The key appeal is 1980s nostal-
gia. Think ABC’s “The
Goldbergs.” It’s a buffet of winks
and nods to that iconic decade with-
out concern for authenticity. Kids
casually ask if “Die Hard,” which
premiered in mid-1988, is a

Christmas film, while the town’s
youngsters ogle over the rich brat’s
latest purchase: a Nintendo
Entertainment System, which was
released three years earlier. 

Add to that contemporary ver-
nacular that wouldn’t touch the
Midwest almost four decades ago.
That said, “8-Bit” hardly suffers
from these discrepancies that
belong more to the category of pet
peeves than egregious errors. After
all, a holiday concerns itself more
with heart, and there’s plenty of that
covering each snowy scene. 

Young Jake (Winslow Fegley)
and his fellow latchkey friends only
want one thing for Christmas. Alas,
resistant parents and an overbearing

PTA see only the evils of video
games, especially after one bad
seed’s ire for the Power Glove
almost kills a dog (watch to find out
more on that one). 

Persuading parents, selling
wreaths to win a big prize, even
attempting an elaborate field trip
heist – this tiny Scooby gang can’t
catch a break, land that NES. Sure,
the kids’ desire for a game console
feels quite dramatic to them, but the
parents’ hysterical reaction to gam-
ing makes them cozy bedfellows
with all those obnoxious adults who
constantly tell Ralphie “you’ll
shoot your eye out” if he gets that
Red Ryder air rifle. 

Such concern for obtaining a
Nintendo system makes for light
fare, but all the kids – Jake along
with bestie Mikey (Che Tafari),
vomit-ready Evan (Santino
Barnard), chronic liar Jeff (Max
Malas) and twins Tammy (Brielle
Rankins) and Teddy (Braelyn
Rankins) – remind us all how
important a minute concern can
feel. 

To place things into context,
another Christmas film trope rears
its head: the older narrator reflect-
ing on a key moment from the past.
An adult Jake (Neil Patrick Harris)
dramatically unfolds the story for
his daughter with a clear moral
attached come the finale. And oh
drummer boy is that moral a harsh
U-turn. 

Perhaps a cutesy holiday flick
laser focused on youthful shenani-
gans doesn’t deserve this level of
feels. Everything remains light
until it doesn’t. But that’s the nos-
talgic dilemma: fond memories
about classic pop culture decorate
our own histories. For those who
remember the ’80s and all the
wacky things excessively memo-
rized today, who’s next to you
when you look back? 

That ending reifies the impor-
tance of friends and especially fam-
ily. Unlike many classic ’80s
romps, these are not entirely
removed parents. Sure, the kids
enjoy a higher degree of alone time
than many do now, but Jake’s par-
ents Kathy (June Diane Raphael)
and John (Steve Zahn) are quite
involved, even if they don’t support
their dear son’s obsession with 8-bit
delights. 

Jake’s frustration with his parents’
behavior even rings true at times.
Mom buys girls’ snow boots for him
with a coupon – it shouldn’t matter,
but classmates can be quite cruel,
adult Jake tells his daughter. Why is
dad spending so much effort on a
gift for Jake’s sister Lizzy (Bellaluna
Resnick) and not his gift? “8-Bit”
lightly channels the frustration from
“A Christmas Story” into an experi-
ence with a far more redeeming,
beneficial conclusion.

As a comedy, “8-Bit” emits a few
chuckles ranging from an NES mall
display speaking directly to Jake to
strategic projectile vomit. It’s more
effective as a family film that
exploits those heart strings. It might
not become a cult classic like all
those ’80s elements it elevates to
high art, but “8-Bit Christmas”
makes for easy viewing to kick off
December. 

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures 

Winslow Fegley stars as young Jake and Steve Zahn appears as his
father, John, in the heartwarming “8-Bit Christmas.” 

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures 

Jake (Winslow Fegley), second from right, and his friends plan on getting
a Nintendo in the new holiday film “8-Bit Christmas.” 

Celebrate the holidays with cinematic classics
Heritage Square Museum is pre-

senting “Yuletide Cinemaland!” to
help Angelenos get in the holiday
spirit. 

Events run throughout December
and will feature films such as “Elf,”
“The Santa Clause,” “Home
Alone,” “Home Alone 2: Lost in
New York,” “It’s a Wonderful Life”
and “A Christmas Story.”

Participants will watch movies
under the stars at Heritage Square
Museum, located at 3545 Pasadena
Ave. No chairs or picnic style seat-

ing is permitted, though lawn chairs
will be provided. 

Aside from the movies, each
event will include Victorian home
tours, piano sing-alongs, delectable
food trucks, holiday sweet treats,
shopping, a twinkling light tunnel
and Tinsel Tavern Bar, which
serves up festive elixirs. 

Each film event will include
themed photo oppportunities and
other activities. 

The event is dog friendly, so fam-
ilies can bring their furry friends to

the holiday fun. 
Doors for each event open at 6

p.m. and the movie starts at 7:30 p.m. 
General admission is $40 for

adults. Tickets for children ages 5
to 12 are $16, and children under
the age of 4 are free. 

Parking for the event can be pur-
chased for $10, or a VIP pass costs $25. 

A portion of ticket sales go
toward the museum’s work to pre-
serve Los Angeles History. 

For information and tickets, visit
heritagesquare.org. 

http://www.vineamericanparty.com
https://melrosetradingpost.org
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Sylva Bezian, DDS
• General & Cosmetic Dentistry 
• Full Mouth Reconstruction   
• Periodontal Surgery, Maintenance and Treatment 
• Clear and removable aligners to straighten teeth 
• Extractions, Root Canals 
• Dental Implants and Implant Restorations 
• Full and Partial Removable Dentures 
• Fixed Bridges, Fillings, Crowns 
• Teeth Cleaning & Zoom in Office Whitening 
• Emergency Dentistry 

Each Patient is known by name not a number

USC Dental School Graduate 
Lifetime Member American  
Dental Assoc., CA Dental Assoc.,  
Los Angeles Dental Assoc.

Evening & Saturday Appts Available 
Larchmont Medical Building 

321 N. Larchmont Blvd. Ste 517, LA 90004
(323)957-5100 • www.sylvabeziandds.com

Voted Top Dentist In Los Angeles 
2018-2020 

Yelp 5 Star rating

WeHo chamber honors business community
West Hollywood Chamber of

Commerce hosted its
37th Annual West Hollywood
Creative Business Awards on Nov.
17 where it honored businesses that
have shown innovation and creativ-
ity in their business model.  

The nominees are selected by their
peers, and winners are chosen by
WHCC members in an online vote. 

The gala featured music by jazz
vocalist Niki Haris and was hosted
by comedian Erin Mohr. 

Taking home trophies were
Better Than Sex – A Dessert
Restaurant for Creative Concept;
Pendry West Hollywood and
Rocco’s WeHo for Corporate
Innovation; Soulmate for
The John Chase Art & Design
Award; We Know WeHo Podcast
for Creative  Bohème for WeHo
Attraction; Glbal Green for
Innovative Sustainability; and
Keith Kaplan and Mylena Christina
of Sotheby’s International Realty
for Creative Community Service. 

This year’s Legacy
Award, which honors community
leaders who are agents of change
and have made a difference in West
Hollywood, was presented
to David Cooley. Cooley has
worked in West Hollywood for
three decades. In 1991, Cooley
invested in a small, discreet space
in West Hollywood that he renovat-
ed into a coffeehouse called The
Abbey.   

After 30 years and five expan-
sions, the Abbey and the adjacent
venue, The Chapel, comprise more
than 20,000 square feet.  

A surprise Hero Award was given
to WHCC president and CEO
Genevieve Morrill for her unwaver-
ing service to and advocacy for the
business community during the
COVID-19 pandemic.  

“The pandemic truly has been a
crisis unlike any other seen in past
generations,” WHCC Chair
Nick Rimedio said. “Through it
all, the West Hollywood Chamber

of Commerce has shown an
unshakeable commitment to advo-
cating for the protection of busi-
nesses and employees alike which
was fueled by Gen’s boundless
energy and determination. She
inspired the creation of our new
Hero Award and will undoubtedly
become the model for future win-
ners who are selflessly dedicated to
their community and the businesses
for whom they serve.”  

Funds raised from the gala con-
tribute to programming and promo-
tions for the business community.  

photo courtesy of WHCC 

WHCC president and CEO Genevieve Morrill was given a surprise Hero
Award.  

West Hollywood will host a free
Human Rights Speakers Series
virtual panel discussion “Pray
Away: LGBTQ Identity,
Spirituality and Liberation.”  

Join the series for a thoughtful
and lively conversation about sex-
uality, spirituality and liberation in
Netflix’s new documentary “Pray
Away.” 

The film showcases ex-leaders
and a survivor of the so-called
“conversion therapy” movement
to speak out about its harm to the
LGBTQ+ community and its dev-
astating persistence.  

The panel will include director

and producer Kristine Stolakis,
film participant and author Julie
Rodgers, Councilman John
Erickson, who will moderate the
discussion. 

The virtual panel discussion will
be livestreamed at noon on Dec. 8.
Registration is requested through
Eventbrite.  

The city’s Human Rights
Speakers Series brings together
diverse communities to learn
about and discuss global, national
and local human rights issues in a
supportive environment.  

For information, visit
weho.org/hrss.  

WeHo panel will discuss ‘Pray Away’

photo courtesy of Netflix 

“Praying Away” is a documentary that highlights survivors of “conver-
sion therapy” and its harm to the LGBTQIA+ community. 

West Hollywood will hold virtual 
City Council meeting next week

The regular meeting of the West
Hollywood City Council on Dec. 6
will be held as a teleconference
meeting out of an abundance of
caution due to a rise in COVID-19
cases and the emergence of the
omicron variant, they said.   

Details about this meeting, includ-
ing a link to the agenda packet and
viewing information, will be posted
at weho.org/councilagendas. The
meeting agenda contains informa-
tion about how to view the meeting,
how to provide written correspon-
dence or e-comments, and how to
provide public comment by phone. 

All community members may
view City Council meetings by
livestream by visiting the city’s
website at weho.org/wehotv, the
city’s YouTube channel, on stream-
ing services such as AndroidTV,
AppleTV and FireTV, or through

broadcast on Spectrum Channel 10
in West Hollywood. 

Members of the public wishing
to provide public comment on the
agenda items are encouraged to
provide an e-comment or partici-
pate by phone. 

To provide an e-comment, mem-
bers of the public should visit
weho.org/wehotv, click on the Dec.
6 agenda, click on “e-comment’ and
select the agenda items for which
they’d like to provide comment. 

To participate by phone, email
city clerk Melissa Crowder at
mcrowder@weho.org in advance
of the meeting to be added to the
public speaker list. Participants
should include  a name, the phone
number from which they will call
and which item they wish to
address

For information, visit weho.org.  

West Hollywood to host Green City Awards 
West Hollywood is honoring its

residents and business owners for
their sustainability efforts with the
city’s Green City Awards. 

The awards, administered by the
city’s Public Facilities
Commission, complements its
longstanding leadership of green
policies and practices. 

The 2021 Green City Awards cer-
emony will be held at 6:30 p.m. on
Dec. 8 as part of the Public Facilities
Commission’s annual televised
meeting. The event will take place
in a virtual teleconference format
via Zoom, and is viewable through
the city’s YouTube channel.  

The Public Facilities
Commission has selected three
recipients to receive 2021 awards. 

Heidi Schooler will receive a
Green City Award for “Heidi’s
Garden” in the individual adult cat-
egory, and Bikes and Hikes LA will
receive the award in the business
category. Faring will receive the
Green Seedlings prize for “9176
Sunset Blvd.” in the conceptual
projects category.  

“Heidi’s Garden” is an example
of one individual’s ongoing effort
to beautify a multifamily residential
area, surrounding it with plants
grown from seed. The colorful flora
is maintained using water-wise
landscaping principles and helps to
support beneficial insects, such as
pollinators, hummingbirds, and
squirrels.   

Bikes and Hikes LA is an out-
door adventure company that offers
biking, hiking and walking tours.
The business is focused on eco-
friendly, health-conscious and sus-
tainable, carbon neutral ways to
experience the region. At its store,
Bikes and Hikes created a protected
monarch butterfly sanctuary and a
spot for foster dogs 

“9176 Sunset Blvd” is a concep-
tual design project by Faring, a real
estate development firm, along with
project partners Gensler and The
John Buck Company. The design

makes the case for project innova-
tion, sustainability and community
compatibility. The existing site,
which is situated along the world-
famous Sunset Strip and is com-
prised of a car dealership and sur-
face parking lot, would be the site
of an all-electric five-story building
with a mix of retail, food and bev-
erage, and creative office uses.  

The design raises the bar in new
building construction practices in
eliminating the use of natural gas to

heat water and occupant spaces.
Additional sustainability compo-
nents would include passive heat-
ing and cooling strategies, recycled
foundation materials, water-effi-
cient plumbing fixtures, solar pho-
tovoltaic panels, bicycle parking
spaces, electric vehicle-capable
parking spaces, durable materials,
sustainable finishes, a green roof,
green screen façade, landscaped
terraces and the intent to pursue
LEED-Gold certification.  

Beverly Press/Park Labrea news file photo 

The Green City Awards honor individuals and businesses that are com-
mitted to sustainability. 
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Parks After Dark offers winter wonderland
Parks After Dark is bringing its

annual winter wonderland experi-
ence to 11 area parks from Dec. 3-4. 

The parks will be transformed
into wintry paradises with more
than 40 tons of snow to spread hol-
iday cheer. 

Angelenos can prepare for a
frosty good time full of sled rides,
snow play areas, holiday crafts, hot
cocoa stations, food and toy give-
aways. Jolly Old Saint Nicholas
will make appearances throughout
the weekend as well.  

 Every child up to age 17 will
receive a holiday stocking while

supplies last. Thanks to Mattel Inc.,
each stocking will be filled with
toys and games, with brands that
include Barbie, Hot Wheels, UNO
and MEGA. 

The first weekend of Winter
Wonderland will be held at Bethune,
Pamela and Sorenson parks on Dec.
3 from 4-8 p.m. Adventure,
Obregon, San Angelo, Ted Watkins
and Val Verde parks will join the fun
on Dec. 4 from noon to 4 p.m.
Jackie Robinson, Rimgrove and
Roosevelt parks will see snow fall
from 4-8 p.m. on Dec. 4.

Winter Wonderland festivities

will continue throughout Dec. at 22
additional L.A. County Parks After
Dark locations. All events are free. 

“Now more than ever, L.A.
County families need park spaces to
heal from the trauma brought on by
COVID-19,” L.A. County Parks
executive director Norma Edith
García-González said. “This free
event eliminates barriers to recre-
ational opportunities and introduces
families to enriching experiences
that promote mental and physical
health by gathering as communities
and families in parks.”

Parks After Dark, launched in
2010, is an award-winning program
designed to bring communities
together by filling park spaces with
family-centered activities, a suc-
cessful prevention and intervention
program that provides multiple ben-
efits to vulnerable communities,
decreasing violence and crime, and
increasing social cohesion and
community well-being.

In 2018, Parks After Dark was rec-
ognized by the National Recreation
and Park Association, which present-
ed L.A. County Parks and Recreation
with its Best in Innovation Award.

For information, vist
parks.lacounty.gov/pad.

Bethune Park will soon be transformed into a snowy wonderland as part
of Parks After Dark’s holiday events. 

photo courtesy of L.A. County Parks

CicLAvia heads to South L.A. 
On Dec. 5, CicLAvia will open

5.3-miles of streets in South L.A.,
connecting the neighborhoods of
South Central, Exposition Park,
Leimert Park and Crenshaw. 

People of all ages and abilities
are invited to bike, skate, scooter,
run, walk, skateboard or hitch a ride
on a pedicab and enjoy the route.
CicLAvia is a free, open event, and
participants are encouraged show
up anywhere along the route at any
time.

The route is open from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. and spans stretches along
Crenshaw Boulevard between West
Exposition Boulevard and Martin
Luther King, Jr. Boulevard, and
along Martin Luther King, Jr.
Boulevard to South Central
Avenue. 

Inspired by Bogotá, Columbia’s,
weekly ciclovía, CicLAvia tem-
porarily closes streets to car traffic
and opens them to Angelenos to use
as a public park.

Only people-powered vehicles
are allowed. No electric scooters,
skateboards, hoverboards, unicy-
cles, motorcycles and other non-
people-powered vehicles are
allowed. Class 1 e-bike pedal-assist
is allowed, and Class 2 e-bikes are
allowed when the throttle is pow-
ered off. Class 3 e-bikes are
allowed when pedal-assist is pow-
ered off, and motorized wheelchairs
are allowed. 

Four hubs offering free water sta-
tions and restrooms, first aid sta-
tions, bike parking and food trucks
will be located along the route. 

The Crenshaw Hub, located at
3667 Crenshaw Blvd., will feature a
booth sharing information about
milkweed and monarch insects and
several booths on sustainable
mobility options. The Los Angeles
County Museum of Art will also
have a booth where riders can learn
about the “Obama Portraits Tour”
and pick up a copy of the Beverly
Press/Park Labrea News’ Our
People Our places 75th anniversary
magazine. 

The MLK Hub at 2418 W MLK
Blvd. will have food trucks and an
L.A. Zoo booth. The Central
Avenue Hub, located at 1026 E

MLK Blvd, will have a giant color-
ing book, resources from the Los
Angeles Public Library and electric
vehicle tips. 

At the ExpoPark Hub at 874 W
MLK Blvd., guests can learn about
the Lucas Museum of Narrative
Art, which is under construction,
and the CA Science Center.
Children can also get fitted for a
free childs’ helmet courtesy of

California Highway Patrol. 
Because the event will attract

more than 10,000 attendees, masks
are required. Booths along the
route will have complimentary
masks for those who forgot or don’t
have one. 

For more information, visit
ciclavia.org/south_la21, email
info@ciclavia.org or call (213)355-
8500. 

CicLavia closes L.A. streets to vehicle traffic, creating more than 5 miles
of pedestrian and cycling space. 

photo courtesy of Laura Rudich
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Holidays swing into Dodger Stadium
Dodgers fans can enjoy the sta-

dium even during the holidays
with the Dodgers Holiday
Festival, where guests will experi-
ence the newly-renovated
Centerfield Plaza and find an
array of holiday surprises, interac-
tive experiences and larger-than-
life light installations that will pro-
vide fun for the whole family. 

The celebration will be held at
Dodger Stadium nightly from 5-
10 p.m. on weekdays, and from 3-
10 p.m. on weekends through
Dec. 31. 

For the first time ever, guests
can celebrate with an illuminated,
open-air ice skating experience
constructed across the outfield.
The ice rink will run 30-minute
ticketed sessions throughout each
date. 

Santa Claus will also land his
sleigh in the bullpen. Make reser-
vations for one-hour time slots for
professional photos with Santa
and the kids. 

Continue the night with plenty
of fun for all members of the fam-
ily, including full-service bars,
holiday-themed food and more
Dodger Stadium favorite conces-
sions. 

Other events include interac-
tions with Santa’s elves, nightly
live musical performances,
bounce houses, holiday crafts and
holiday gift shopping. 

The Los Angeles Dodgers
Foundation will be operate its
home base in the Centerfield
Plaza, where guests may purchase
holiday gifts such as T-shirts, bob-
bleheads and autographed memo-
rabilia. LADF will also collect
new or gently-used baseball and
softball gloves for use in its
sports-based youth development
program, Dodgers RBI. 

When purchasing tickets for the
Holiday Festival, guests may add
a donation to support LADF’s
mission of tackling the most
pressing problems facing Los
Angeles by helping to improve
education and health care, com-
bating homelessness and assuring
social justice for all Angelenos.

Admission tickets, with prices
starting at $16, must be purchased
online in advance. Specially-tick-
eted activities include ice skating
and photos with Santa.  

For information and tickets,
visit dodgers.com/holidayfesti-
val.

Angelenos can enjoy holiday lights, ice skating and visits with Santa at
Dodger Stadium. 

photo courtesy of the Dodgers
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 U.S. Reps. Ted Lieu (D-Los
Angeles) and Julia Brownley (D-
Thousand Oaks), co-chairs of the
California Coastal Caucus, were
among a group of legislators on
Nov. 29 to pen a letter requesting
an investigation into whether
dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane
causes a spike in cancer in
humans. 

The letter was addressed to
Health and Human Services
Secretary Xavier Becerra and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
administrator Michael Regan. It
follows a visit Lieu took to the
Marine Mammal Center, where he

learned of a startling increase in
cancer among sea lions.
Researchers believe the increase
could be attributed to the presence
of DDT in the fish that sea lions
consume, which can also be con-
sumed by human beings. 

“The Southern California coast
was previously used as a DDT
dumping ground,” the legislators
wrote. “Humans can also eat the
same seafood that sea lions do, and
the obvious question is if DDT is
indeed causing a spike in cancer in
sea lions, is this DDT also causing
a spike in cancer in humans? We
ask your agencies to take the

actions necessary to answer that
critical health question. 

“If sea lions are developing can-
cer at alarming levels due, in part,
to their diet, does that present a
danger for the human population
who are consuming the same fish
from the same contaminated
waters? In the short term, we
request that your agencies take
action to answer this critical ques-
tion as soon as possible. For the
long term, we urge more invest-
ment into research and studies that
will unlock our understanding of
risks and disease manifestations
from pollutants in our oceans.” 

held throughout the city.  
The option would cost between

$3.6 and $3.9 million, according
to staff projections. With the
option, the city would be able to
host performances by DJs, drag
queens and local musicians.  

Alternatively, Consoletti said
JJLA could anchor its OUTLOUD
program, a musical series that cel-
ebrates talent within the
LGBTQIA+ community, in West
Hollywood’s festival, which
would bring a ticketed event for a
major musical act to the city. JJLA
would fund the event outside the
budget that was presented to the
city.  

JJLA has a multiyear agreement
to stream OUTLOUD on Twitch,
a service that streams gaming and
entertainment, which would gar-
ner attention from millions,
Consoletti said. Last year, OUT-
LOUD featured performances
from Adam Lambert, Hayley
Kiyoko and Sofi Tukker. 

Option two would include the
closure of San Vicente Boulevard
and West Hollywood Park at a
cost of $2.5 million. Consoletti
said with the option, OUTLOUD
could potentially be held in the
Pacific Design Center.  

The final option would be con-
tained to West Hollywood Park
and would not be large enough to
include the OUTLOUD festival.
Though events would be free,
Consoletti said JJLA would have
to find a way to manage crowd
control with an approximate
capacity of about 18,000 people,
based on past events in the park.  

“We’ve seen what’s happened
at Astroworld, and we obviously
don’t want that to happen here,”
he said.   

Councilman John D’Amico and
Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne,
who serve on the subcommittee,
said they preferred option two
because it will satisfy demand
while allowing for growth in
future years.  

“Now that this is WeHo Pride,
we have the opportunity to really
create community,” Shyne said.
“Our West Hollywood communi-
ty wants this kind of community
feel and an event that doesn’t feel
so big.”  

Aside from JJLA events,
Megan Reath, the city’s event
services supervisor, said in the
past month Christopher Street
West approached the city about
holding its Pride parade in the
city on June 12, 2022. Details for
the city’s financial relationship
with the parade were not dis-
cussed, Reath said.  

Shyne said she would be inter-
ested in having a parade, whether
it was produced by CSW or not,
though she said it should be held
the same weekend as the city’s

Pride festival to reduce costs. She
questioned whether CSW or
JJLA would consider moving
their events to the same weekend.  

Consoletti said JJLA chose the
first weekend of June to kick off
Pride month and to avoid hosting
West Hollywood’s festival at the
same time as other Pride events.  

“I don’t think it makes sense
for our greater L.A. community
to have competing Pride events,”
he said. “Even if one is free and
one is ticketed, if they’re on the
same weekend, I feel like it just
creates this air of, ‘My Pride is
better than your Pride.’” 

D’Amico said he would be
supportive of a parade at any time
throughout the month. However,
he said if the city chooses to
move forward with CSW, it
needs to be careful about how
much of the parade it’s willing to
subsidize.  

D’Amico said he also wouldn’t
be against the city not hosting the
parade this year, which he said
could cause CSW to find a loca-
tion for the parade outside of
West Hollywood.  

“I think that we’re an easy solu-
tion to a problem that Christopher
Street West has, which is that they
want to produce a Pride parade
and we’re an easy ask,” he said.
“Closing our streets is as easy two
meetings like this at the City
Council meeting. Doing this at
another city nearby is much more
complicated and much more
expensive.”  

Noah Gonzalez, the vice presi-
dent of CSW, said that at this
time, the organization has not yet
firmed up where its events will be
held, and it approached West
Hollywood to gauge the city’s
interest.  

“We’re having many explorato-
ry conversations with key organi-
zations and various partners about
where our 2022 events will poten-
tially take place,” he said. “We
will be announcing confirmed
details in the new year." 

D’Amico said that if the city
were to say no to CSW, it doesn’t
mean there wouldn’t be an L.A.
Pride parade, it just means it
wouldn’t be hosted in West
Hollywood.  

“I think in some way, it just
seems like Christopher Street
West needs to grow a little bit and
this is a way to sort of push them
along and say, ‘You need to create
an event that’s for Los Angeles
County that doesn’t give you
West Hollywood to solve all of
your problems while you don’t
fully acknowledge how much
effort it takes for our city to do
that,’” he said.  

The City Council will officially
select an agreement with JJLA at
its Dec. 20 meeting.  

Theatre have handprints, so does
the Hollywood sign,” Zarrinnam
joked. “I thought, ‘Wow, that is
pretty cool historic find that we
didn’t know about before.’” 

The trust hopes to give the
Hollywood sign a fresh coat of
paint next year prior to the
anniversary celebration in 2023,
and will soon begin searching for a
sponsor for the painting project,
Zarrinnam said. The trust part-
nered with Sherwin-Williams for a
previous painting project in 2012,
the last major renovation to the
sign.  

“We are always maintaining it,
but every decade or so, we have to
do what we call major renova-
tions,” Zarrinnam said. “A lot of
dirt had built up, so [the recent pro-
ject] involved clearing soil and
addressing erosion. We may paint
the sign next year so it’s in pristine
condition. We want to make sure it
looks great for its anniversary.” 

He said the Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce created the
trust to oversee the sign after a
major restoration in 1978. The
chamber provides $150,000 annu-
ally to the trust for maintenance
and security costs. Zarrinnam said
much of the money is saved each
year to pay for the larger projects
every decade. 

The Hollywood Sign’s board
includes nine trustees, including
seven appointed by the Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce and two by
Mayor Eric Garcetti – Barbara
Romero, director and general man-
ager of L.A. Sanitation and
Environment, and Stefani Smith,
superintendent for the Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and
Parks. The other trustees are
Zarrinnam, Ferris Wehbe, Brian
Lane, Matt Fritch, Darnell Tyler,
Jerold Neuman and Marty Shelton. 

The Hollywood Sign has been a
landmark since it was erected in
the hills above the city in 1923. It
originally read “HOLLYWOOD-
LAND” and was a billboard adver-
tisement for a real estate subdivi-
sion project planned by the
Sherman Company, Zarrinnam
said. 

Originally intended to last a
year-and-a-half, the sign endured
and became a symbol of the grow-
ing Hollywood community.
Twenty-two years later, the
Sherman Company donated 400
acres of remaining undeveloped
land in the hills, including the
property around the Hollywood
Sign, to the city of Los Angeles
and it was added to Griffith Park in
1945. The original HOLLY-
WOODLAND sign existed until
1949, when the Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce stepped in

to make badly-needed repairs.
That year, the first major renova-
tion was completed and the word
“LAND” was removed from the
sign. 

“By that time, it was in such dis-
repair that the ‘H’ had fallen
down,” Zarrinnam said. “The
chamber came in and spent the
money to fix the sign and propped
up the ‘H’ again. They continued
to [maintain the sign] until 1977,
when it was decided to completely
build it back. The rebuild was
completed at the end of October
1978.” 

Zarrinnam said the 1978
rebuilding project occurred the
same year the trust was created to
preserve, protect and promote the
Hollywood sign. In 2005, the
Hollywood Sign Trust oversaw the
installation of a security system
that continually monitors the sign
with cameras with a direct link to
the Los Angeles Police
Department, as well as new light-
ing and other security features. 

The Hollywood Sign is not open
to the public, as it is located on
dangerously steep terrain that is
unsafe to traverse, Zarrinnam
added. The sign is fenced and pro-
tected 24 hours by security guards.
The closest visitors are allowed to
view the sign is from Mount Lee,
which is approximately 150 feet
above the landmark. People can
hike to Mount Lee on trails that

begin at the Griffith Observatory,
as well as the Brush Canyon Trail
at the end of Canyon Drive in the
Hollywood Hills.  

Leron Gubler, president emeri-
tus and acting CEO of the
Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce, commended the trust
for completing the recent repair
project and said the sign is an
important part of Hollywood histo-
ry. 

“When we rebuilt the sign in
1978, we did it with the intention
that the sign would be permanently
up there and maintained,” Gubler
said. “We are delighted that the
sign trust has taken this action.
Obviously, we have to get some-
body in there every few years to
take a look at it. It has to be in its
best shape for the [the 100th
anniversary].” 

Zarrinnam added that an
anniversary celebration is still
being planned in 2023, and it will
likely occur in October of that
year. He encouraged people to pro-
vide input about how the sign
should be celebrated by visiting
hollywoodsign.org. 

“We are looking forward to
2023 and the centennial and may
have events going all year,”
Zarrinnam said. “I want to know
what people have to say and I real-
ly want their input. I don’t have
much to share now, but stay tuned
for what’s coming next.”

Pride options mulled in WeHo
From page 1

photo courtesy of the Hollywood Sign Trust 

The work at the Hollywood sign unearthed signatures in the concrete
base of workers who completed a previous overhaul in 1978. 

Hollywood Sign prepares for close-up
From page 1

Congress members request investigation into DDT

Gil Garcetti appointed to commission
Gov. Gavin Newsom has

appointed Los Angeles resident
Gil Garcetti, 80, to the Milton
Marks “Little Hoover”
Commission on California State
Government Organization and
Economy.

Garcetti has been a professional
photographer since 2002. 

He was district attorney for the
Los Angeles County from 1992 to
2000, where he held multiple posi-
tions from 1968 to 1992, including

chief deputy district attorney. 
In 2002, Garcetti was selected as

a fellow at the Harvard Kennedy
School of Government, and in
2014, he was appointed UNESCO
cultural ambassador. 

He is immediate past president
of the California Science Center
Foundation Board of Trustees.

The position does not require
Senate confirmation, and there is
no compensation. Garcetti is a
Democrat.



The Los Angeles County
Department of Animal Care and
Control has announced the appoint-
ment of Christine Quesada as the
department’s new volunteer pro-
grams director.

A Miami native, Quesada grew
up in a household that always wel-
comed stray, which is when she dis-
covered her love for animals. After
working in the hotel and finance
industry for many years, she started

volunteering on her days off in var-
ious animal related fields to pursue
her life-long passion of working
with animals.

In 2014, Christine moved to
California to work for Best Friends
Animal Society, an animal welfare
organization with programs in the
Los Angeles area. She managed
adoptions and outreach programs
and then moved on to oversee the
organization’s volunteer program. 

The volunteer programs director
is a critical role for the department,
overseeing recruitment, training,
onboarding and recognition of close
to 1,000 volunteers and foster care-
takers for seven animal care centers. 

Volunteers provide essential sup-
port at the animal care centers by
caring for sheltered pets, providing
enrichment, grooming and social-
ization. They assist the veterinary
medical teams in the spay/neuter
clinic, with vaccine clinics and at
outreach events held in the commu-
nity. Volunteers take photos, post on

social media, attend offsite adoption
events and foster pets in need of
extra care and attention. They are
also an integral support for emer-
gency evacuation and sheltering .

At the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, DACC shifted to virtual
training and increased remote
opportunities for volunteers. The
foster program expanded to foster
hundreds of adult dogs and cats in
addition to underage kittens and
puppies. 

For information, visit animal-
care.lacounty.gov.

Digestive disease experts have
stated that the time between
Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day
is one of the riskiest for getting food
poisoning, which can lead to chron-
ic illness in some people, according
to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center.  

Each year, 48 million people in
the U.S. get sick from foodborne
illness, according to estimates by
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. Researchers have iden-
tified more than 250 diseases that
come from contaminated food. 

How well individuals cook
turkey or ham, and whether people
wash greens thoroughly or buy pas-
teurized eggs, can make the meal
delightful or a disaster. A meat ther-
mometer and soap and water are
essential tools for a successful holi-
day meal. 

“Campylobacter grows on meat,
and it can easily get in your body
and cause infection,” said gastroen-
terologist Dr. Mark Pimentel, exec-
utive director of the Medically
Associated Science and
Technology Program at Cedars-
Sinai. “But that won’t be a problem
if the food is cooked completely;
for poultry, 165 degrees is key.
Bacteria can grow rapidly in the
danger zone between 40 degrees
and 140 degrees.” 

Once the food is cooked, it is still
important to be vigilant. 

“After everyone has enjoyed the
holiday meal, don’t leave prepared
foods out longer than two hours;
put them in the refrigerator. But
keep in mind that if you reheat and

cool them over and over, that can
create an environment ripe for the
growth of bacteria,” Pimentel
added. 

Vegans and vegetarians are not
immune from the risk of contract-
ing a foodborne illness. According
to the U.S. Food & Drug
Administration, there have been
outbreaks of E. coli and salmonella
this year involving onions, spinach,
some packaged salad greens and
seafood. 

Another possible complication is
food poisoning, which can include
an upset stomach, nausea, stomach
cramps, vomiting, diarrhea and
sometimes a fever. It can take three

to seven days to feel completely
well, but Pimentel said individuals
must seek medical attention if they
can no longer hydrate themselves.  

Additionally, people with chronic
illnesses must be careful. Patients
who have weakened immune sys-
tems, or are taking immune sup-
pressing drugs, need to be extra
cautious because they are more sus-
ceptible to food poisoning, accord-
ing to Kelly Issokson, a registered
dietitian with the Cedars-Sinai
Nutrition and Integrative IBD
Program. 

She suggested taking proper pre-
cautions when purchasing, trans-
porting, storing, preparing, cooking
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Stainbrook also read a message
from the Avant family. 

“The entire Avant family wish-
es to thank everyone for their
outpouring of love, support and
condolences for Jacqueline
Avant. Jacqueline was an amaz-
ing woman, wife, mother and
philanthropist, and a 55-year res-
ident of Beverly Hills who made
an immeasurable contribution
and impact on the arts,” the state-
ment read. 

Stainbrook declined to com-
ment on whether the homicide
occurred during a robbery or
may be connected to any other
crimes. 

“We will not speculate on any-
thing out there including whether
it was a robbery attempt or not,”
he added. “I want to assure the
Beverly Hills community that
your city remains one of the
safest in the nation. Crime of any
type will not be tolerated in our
city and we will not rest until the
suspect or suspects in this case
are brought to justice.” 

U.S. Rep. Karen Bass (D-Los
Angeles), who is a candidate for
Los Angeles mayor in 2022,
mourned Avant, a longtime Los
Angeles-area philanthropist. 

“I’m heartbroken by this news
of the tragic and shocking mur-

der of Mrs. Jacqueline Avant.
Mrs. Avant was a force of com-
passion and empowerment local-
ly and nationally for decades, as
well as a model of service and
giving back to those who needed
it most,” Bass said in a state-
ment. “The devastating events
along with recent reports of
brazen crime in Los Angeles rup-
ture the expectation of safety we
have for our friends, families and
fellow Angelenos. Whether you
are in South Los Angeles or
Beverly Hills, all of us have a
right to be safe and [the homi-
cide] was an absolute violation
of that right. Those responsible
must be held fully accountable.
My thoughts are with Mr. Avant,
Nicole and Ted, Alex and the rest
of the Avant family as they
mourn the loss of such a wonder-
ful wife, mother and friend.” 

Jacqueline is survived by her
husband Clarence, daughter
Nicole Avant and her husband
Ted Sarandos, and son Alexander
Avant. 

Stainbrook stressed that any-
one with information should call
the BHPD at (310)288-2656. 

“We really need the help of the
public,” Stainbrook said. “If you
have any information, please call
us.” 

Corps Reserve in assignments
including military police, civil
affairs and information operations.
While serving in Iraq in 2003,
Stainbrook helped form Iraqi
police units in Baghdad. He
received the Navy-Marine Corps
Medal for heroism, the Army
Commendation Medal and the
Navy Achievement Medal.
Stainbrook retired from military
service with the rank of lieutenant
colonel. 

The new police chief said he is
eager to get started, and maintain-
ing public safety will be his top pri-
ority. He urged community mem-
bers to stay involved in keeping
Beverly Hills safe and extended an
invitation for them to partner with
the police department. 

“I learned very quickly that this
is a highly-engaged and super-sup-
portive community and I am very
excited about that,” Stainbrook
said. “Certainly, these have been
challenging times, but there’s
things that remain constant. We
want safe neighborhoods, we want
our world-renowned business dis-
trict to be safe and thriving, and we
believe in great community and

police partnerships and relation-
ships. This mission can never be
successful without members of the
community. We are going to spend
the time to invest in each other, in

this department, in this city and the
community that we serve.
Together, we will maintain the high
standards of safety and security
expected by the city.” 

BHPD investigates homicide
From page 1

Stainbrook sworn in at City Hall
From page 1

photo by Edwin Folven 

Beverly Hills City Clerk Huma Ahmed administered the oath of office to
Beverly Hills Police Department Chief Mark Stainbrook. 

A motion by Los Angeles City
Councilwoman Nithya Raman, 4th
District, to initiate a comprehen-
sive digital modernization effort
for the city was adopted by the
City Council on Nov. 24.  

The motion aims to leverage the
city’s online presence by enhanc-
ing, digitizing and consolidating
access to city services. 

“The shift to near-universal
remote work for the city of Los
Angeles at the onset of COVID-19
necessitated improved and more
accessible digital city services, in
ways that ultimately created better
experiences for residents and more
streamlined processes for city
departments,” Raman said. “Now
is the time to harness that momen-
tum towards fully modernizing our
digital systems to improve the
quality of life for Los Angeles’
diverse communities, businesses
and visitors.” 

In February, the city’s
Information Technology Agency
released a digital strategy report
identifying several key technolo-
gies that could dramatically
improve how residents and busi-
nesses digitally engage city gov-
ernment. Raman’s motion asks the
ITA to report back with recom-
mended actions the council can
take to implement the improve-
ments and expand upon them. 

The ITA’s report will address
consolidating all city department
websites into a single, user-friend-
ly website domain and specific
protocols and recommendations to
execute it, such as periodic
reviews for broken links, simpli-
fied and accessible language on
city websites and ensuring the site
is fully ADA compliant. The ITA
will additionally report on migrat-
ing the lacity.org domain to .gov. 

Raman’s motion further requests
a report on recommendations for
council action to consolidate
access to city services, including
how city department service
requests can all be reported
through one singular app or web-
site, digitizing all paper forms
needed to access any city depart-
ment services and integrating pay-
ment abilities into city apps and
websites. 

To ensure the resulting recom-
mendations from the ITA report
are implemented, the motion
instructs the city administrative
officer and other relevant depart-
ments to report on the necessary
personnel and resources needed to
execute the changes. 

It also requests the city attorney
and ITA to prepare and present an
ordinance to codify city and city
department obligations and stan-
dards identified in the report.  

Digital modernization motion OK’d

Answers From Page 26

Cedars-Sinai offers safe holiday cooking advice

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

Gastroenterologist Dr. Mark Pimentel said to make sure that prepared
food is not out longer than two hours. 

DACC announces new director
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