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Mary Wells elected as new UNESCO site restored in East Hollywood
BHUSD board president
n Frank Lloyd Wright

n Noah Margo selected

as vice president in
reorganization
By AAron Blevins
During its organizational meeting on Dec. 15, the Beverly Hills
Unified School District Board of
Education installed Mary Wells as
its newest president. She was sworn
in by Los Angeles County Superior
Court Judge Fred N. Wapner, and
Noah Margo was elected vice president.
Wells, who was elected in 2020,
said she wants to improve the functionality of the school board and
promote more collaboration
between board members and the
community “at all levels.” She also
wants to ensure transparency and
an “efficient and well-conceived”

building plan for district facilities.
“By accomplishing this, we will
continue to successfully confront
the challenges brought about by the
pandemic and continue to implement protocols and safety measures
necessary to keep our schools
open,” Wells added. “Our students,
teachers, staff and families continue
to endure heightened levels of
stress and anxiety that must be
addressed. We must find ways to
lessen the impact the pandemic has
had on our mental health and social
and emotional wellbeing.”
To address declining enrollment
at Beverly Hills schools, she wants
to identify ways to increase the district’s visibility and make plans to
develop a “dedicated” early-education program.
“This is where parents and students form lifelong friendships,
See BHUSD page 30

gem renovated in
Barnsdall Art Park

By edwin folven
After architect Frank Lloyd
Wright’s landmark Hollyhock
House in Barnsdall Art Park was
painstakingly restored in 2015,
Los Angeles city officials set their
sights on restoring a nearby guest
house on the hilltop property to its
original grandeur.
On Dec. 15, Los Angeles City
Council President Pro Tempore
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, celebrated the completion of exterior
renovations at the guest house,
known as Residence A. Also
designed by Wright, the building
was completed in 1921 and had
fallen into disrepair. It had
remained closed for more than a
decade prior to the repairs commencing in 2017.
“Hollyhock
House
and
Residence A are world-class
resources right in our own backyard, which is why the careful
restoration of these treasures has
been so important,” O’Farrell
said. “It has been amazing to
watch Residence A literally come
back to life and shine atop
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Los Angeles City Council President Pro Tempore Mitch O’Farrell, left,
joined community representatives to officially reveal Residence A.

Barnsdall Art Park, one of the jewels of the city’s parks system. With
phase one completed, it’s onward
to phase two so we can not only
celebrate the beauty and grandeur
of this building, but enable all
Angelenos to fully access, enjoy
and learn from this priceless piece
of history.”
Residence A, which is perched
on a slope overlooking the 4800

block of Hollywood Boulevard, is
the first building people pass after
entering Barnsdall Art Park and
driving to the top of the hill where
Hollyhock House is located. The
renovations were done by Project
Restore, which also completed the
restoration of Hollyhock House.
The work included seismic retrofitting and improvements to
See City page 30

Baptism by fire for Beverly Hills chief
n BHPD’s Stainbrook
photo courtesy of Lyra Marble

Dashiell Rupp, the son of Mr. Greentrees owner Lyra Marble, enjoys
running through the rows of Christmas trees.

Mr. Greentrees sustainably
spreads season’s spirit
n Business has helped

Angelenos deck the
halls for 35 years
By Brynn MecheM
When Lyra Marble was 12
years old, she used to run the cash
register at Mr. Greentrees, her
family’s Christmas tree lot at
Wilshire
Boulevard
and
Comstock Avenue.
She would watch her mother,
Rebecca Campbell, sell Noble and
Nordmann firs to Beverly Hills
residents and wonder whose living rooms the trees would soon
grace.
Occasionally, celebrities would
visit the lot. The Spelling family
were regular customers, and an
episode of Beverly Hills 90210

was based on an experience a customer had at the lot.
“It was obviously very hard
work because it was sort of fast
and furious, with lots of people
coming in and wanting trees,”
Marble said. “But seeing celebrities as a kid was always super
fun.”
Little did Marble know that her
“holiday break job” would turn
into a career focused on bringing
sustainable efforts and yuletide
cheer to Los Angeles.
Mr. Greentrees originally
opened in Holmby Hills in 1986,
after Rebecca and David
Campbell
began
growing
Christmas trees on a farm in
Silverton, Oregon.
The couple began selling modest Christmas trees to Beverly
See WeHo page 31

outlines plan to
address violent crimes
By AAron Blevins
The second day on the job for
new Beverly Hills Police Chief
Mark Stainbrook began with an
alarm blaring at 3 a.m. Shortly after,
he attended a SWAT team briefing
about a robbery in Beverly Hills.
Two suspects were later arrested,
and officers recovered a gun at the
scene.
Then, he was sworn in as the new
police chief in Beverly Hills.
After the ceremony, Stainbrook
said he “immediately went to a
perimeter,” which had been established after an officer pursued a different group of robbery suspects
near Rodeo Drive. One suspect was
arrested, and two guns were recovered, he said.
“That gave me a flavor … of
what was going on in Beverly
Hills,” Stainbrook said during a virtual town hall on Dec. 12. It had
been preceded by an in-person
event in the city’s Civic Center
Plaza.
“Three guns, three suspects – all
in one day,” he added. “And people

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

Beverly Hills Police Chief Mark Stainbrook, right, speaks during a town
hall at the city’s Civic Center Plaza on Dec. 12.

from outside of Beverly Hills –
groups from outside of Beverly
Hills as far away as Riverside, San
Bernardino
and
Northern
California, and some from Los
Angeles – [were] coming into
Beverly Hills and committing violent crimes.”
Then, a parolee allegedly murdered philanthropist Jacqueline
Avant in her Trousdale Estates
home.
Stainbrook said 132 violent

crimes have been committed in
Beverly Hills this year – up from
111 in 2020 and 82 in 2019.
“This again is indicative of …
people coming into the city and
committing their crimes, and it’s
happening regionally,” he said.
In response, the department is
looking to bolster its personnel and
technology, Stainbrook said.
BHPD aims to employ approximately 150 officers and is currently
See BHPD page 31
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The city of Beverly Hills will receive approximately $1.01 million from
drug companies as part of a lawsuit settlement.

BH plans to use settlement
to address opioid crisis

The city of Beverly Hills, a plaintiff in lawsuits against an opioid
manufacturer and three distributors,
plans to use more than $1 million in
settlement funds it will receive for
opioid education to reduce dependency.
Earlier this year, two settlements
were reached that resolved litigation
brought by cities and counties
against the pharmaceutical companies McKesson, Cardinal Health and
AmerisourceBergen, as well as drug
manufacturer
Janssen
Pharmaceuticals and its parent com-

pany Johnson & Johnson. The city
of Beverly Hills will receive approximately $1.01 million over 18 years,
and the funds must be used for opioid abuse prevention and treatment
for people addicted to opioids. The
city is not required to pay any attorney fees or litigation costs.
“We are pleased to resolve this
case and take a proactive role in ending the devastating epidemic of opioid addiction and abuse,” Mayor
Robert Wunderlich said.
For information, visit beverlyhils.org.

WeHo prepares for rainy season

In response to heavy rain earlier
this week, West Hollywood is
reminding residents and business
owners that free sandbags are available to prevent flooding.
Free sandbags are limited to 10
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per resident or business and are
available for pick-up by appointment
at West Hollywood’s Operations
Center, 7317 Romaine St. Residents
and business owners must call
(323)848-6591 to schedule an
appointment to pick up sandbags on
weekdays from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. No
weekend pick-up times are available.
For information, call (323)8486591, or email phertz@weho.org.

Holocaust Museum Los Angeles is
holding an online survivor talk with
Louise Lerner on Thursday, Dec. 16, at
11 a.m., via Zoom. Lerner was born in
Paris in 1938. When World War II
began and the Nazis invaded, the Lerner
family fled south to Toulouse and later
to neutral Switzerland, where they
resided for the rest of the war. Many
other members of her extended family
perished, and she had only one uncle
who survived. After the war, Lerner
lived in Israel, Argentina and Jamaica
before moving to the United States in
2018. Suggested donation is $10.
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/W
N_f_oT4ZA4Ryq_0IHIYFZdXA.

‘Franklinland’

L.A. Theatre Works presents
“Franklinland,” an audio play written by Lloyd Suh and starring
Gregory Harrison and Larry Powell,
available online beginning on
Thursday, Dec. 16. The program is
part of L.A. Theatre Works’
Relativity Series, which brings to
life the people and the stories behind
their research and inventions that
changed the world. Harrison and
Powell star as indefatigable inventor
Benjamin Franklin and his illegitimate (and only) son, William. A
funny and moving reimagining of
the founding father’s fatherhood,
“Franklinland” explores their close
and at times contentious relationship.
Tickets
are
$20.
latw.org/title/franklinland.

‘This Wonderful
Life’

Rogue Machine is hosting “This
Wonderful Life,” a production running from Thursday, Dec. 16,
through Monday, Jan. 3, at the
Matrix Theatre. Frank Capra’s
iconic holiday film “It’s a
Wonderful Life” comes to life in a
hilarious and heartwarming oneperson show starring Leo Marks.
The production is a celebration of
cinematic storytelling and the dif-

ferences that
one person can
make in the
lives of others.
Showtimes are
8 p.m., Friday,
Saturday, Monday
and
Wednesday; 3 p.m., Sunday.
Tickets are $25. 7657 Melrose Ave.
(855)585-5185, roguemachinetheatre.net.

CeCe Winans

Join CeCe Winans and the DC6
Singers Collective for a musical performance on Friday, Dec. 17, at 8
p.m. at the Walt Disney Concert
Hall. One of the
best-selling and
most-awarded
female gospel
artists of all
time returns for
an
inspiring
holiday concert.
Winans has sold
over 5 million albums and has
received 12 Grammy Awards, 20
Dove Awards and seven Stellar
Awards. Tickets start at $40. 111 S.
Grand Ave. laphil.com.

Holiday films

American Cinematheque is holding
a screening of “Little Women” on
Friday, Dec. 17, at 10 p.m. at the Los
Feliz Theater. The screening is part
of a series of holiday films running
through Friday, Dec. 24, including
“Die
Hard,”
“Metropolitan,”
“Holiday Affair,” “It’s a Wonderful
Life,” “Carol” and “Elf,” among
other movies. The films will be
shown at the Los Feliz Theatre, 1822
N. Vermont Ave., and the Aero
Theater, 1328 Montana Ave., Santa
Monica. General admission is $13;
showtimes vary. americancinematheque.com.

Porsche cruise-in

Auto enthusiasts are invited to the
Early Modern Porsche Cruise-In on
Sunday, Dec. 19, from 8-11 a.m. at
the Petersen Automotive Museum.
The event celebrates early modern

Porsche models, from the Type 64
and the 356 to the 904. Guests can
stroll down rows of Porsches in the
museum’s parking structure. 6060
Wilshire Blvd. (323)930-2277,
petersen.org.

Penelope Scott

Enjoy a performance by singer and
songwriter Penelope Scott on
Sunday, Dec. 19, at 8 p.m. at The
Roxy Theatre on the Sunset Strip.
Scott is known for her recordings
“The Junkyard,” “The Junkyard 2”
and “Public Void,” as well as songs
“Rät,” “7 O’Clock” and “Dead
Girls.” Doors open at 7 p.m. Tickets
start at $18. 9009 W. Sunset Blvd.
theroxy.com.

‘Beasley’s
Christmas Party’

Theatre 40 presents a reading of
“Beasley’s Christmas Party” on
Monday, Dec. 20, at 7 p.m., via
Zoom. Novelist and playwright
Booth Tarkington’s play is a heartwarming story for the holiday season. A Q&A session follows the
reading. Admission is free.
Reservations requested by visiting
us02web.zoom.us/j/86958117238?p
wd=R0pUWXF5bUtDWG1iT05Vbi
tQcmV1dz09.

Film at LACMA

Join the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art
for an online
screening and
discussion of the
film “Respect”
on Wednesday,
Dec. 22, from 57 p.m. Actress
Jennifer Hudson
stars as the legendary Queen of Soul,
Aretha Franklin. The film will be
followed by a post-screening conversation with Hudson moderated by
Colleen Jennigs-Roggensack, vice
president for cultural affairs for
Arizona State University. Admission
is free. lacma.org/event/black-joyand-resilience-film-series-respectand-post-screening-conversation.
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BHHS music industry center hits high note
n Beverly Hills students

release “It’s Christmas”
on SoundCloud
By aaron Blevins
Just in time for the holidays,
audio production students at
Beverly Hills High School have
released “It’s Christmas,” an original song recorded in the new
Michael J. Libow Music Industry
Center.
Less than a week after the high
school cut the ribbon on the new
space, the M.I.C. All Stars on Dec.
14 released the song on
SoundCloud.
Teacher
Alex
Breitman said the release of “It’s
Christmas” is huge for the students
and the center.

“It’s just an absolutely amazing,
beautiful song,” he said.
The students describe their new
song as having “sultry piano chords
and progression” with jazz influences on “full display.” Student
Rowan Maida sings the hook.
“It's Christmas” is just a sample
of what Beverly Hills students will
be capable of in the coming years,
Breitman said. They have a new
recording studio and numerous
tools at their disposal. A Sing for
Hope piano, an electronic drum set
and a “bunch” of new keyboards
are among the new pieces of equipment.
The music center became accessible to students at BHHS and district elementary schools this year,
but work continued on the space
through the fall. It officially opened

photo courtesy of the BHUSD

Students from fourth grade and up will learn audio production at the new
music industry center.

during the ribbon cutting ceremony
on Dec. 8.
Breitman said the center is still a
work in progress, but he is excited
for the second half of the school
year.
“This is like the beginning for
[the center],” he said. “I feel like
now we have all our ducks in a row
… [but] it’s still going to be a long
process.”
The center is a stark contrast
from where the program started six
or seven years ago – mostly as an
afterschool program. Like the
tracks the students create, the audio
production curriculum at Beverly
Hills High School has been put
together piece by piece.
It began as a conversation
between Breitman and one of his
students, Bradley Mitchell, in a
math class. Breitman casually mentioned he had released an extended
play record, and Mitchell suggested
that Breitman speak with her father,
Rodney Mitchell, a fellow teacher
at BHHS.
Breitman, who had been a DJ for
a radio show in college, invited
Mitchell to his studio. They collaborated on some music, and Rodney
Mitchell later suggested that they
pitch the idea for an audio production class.
It took a few years, but the
Beverly Hills Unified School
District approved the coursework.
Then, career education coordinator
Cindy Dubin got involved.
“She instantly saw the potential
in the program and fully supported
it,” Breitman said. “She’s kind of
the driving force behind it.”
At the time, the program’s instru-

photo courtesy of the BHUSD

The Michael J. Libow Music Industry Center at Beverly Hills High School
includes a new recording studio.

ments consisted of computers and a
couple of keyboards, he said. Dubin
began applying for grants and seeking sponsors. A $50,000 donation
by Libow, a realtor, philanthropist
and BHHS alum, was key, Dubin
said.
“Basically, we’ve used the last
two years building a state-of-the-art
music industry suite. … It’s really
thrilling,” she added. “Now, we
have like 45 students enrolled in
two sections of audio production.”
Dubin said the audio recording
coursework is part of a career readiness program at BHHS.
“The idea of career tech education also is that the students learn
on state-of-the-art equipment so
that when they go get jobs, whether
it’s after high school, college or
beyond, hopefully they’ve been
trained on some of the best equipment,” she said.

Students have definitely taken an
interest. At the beginning of the
school year, the program had more
students than it had desks and computers, Breitman said.
However, the teachers and students had a lot of software to install
and update, and work continued on
the recording studio. Now, the center is primed to be a creative outlet
for Beverly Hills students – from
fourth grade on, Breitman said.
“This is going to be, hopefully,
like a blueprint for other schools
and school districts,” he added.
“This is something that’s not going
to be going away or changing. If
anything, it’s just going to keep
growing as a real option, an interest
for students in high schools.”
To hear “It’s Christmas” by the
M.I.C.
All
Stars,
visit
soundcloud.com/musicindustrycenter.
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Western Bandit sentenced to life in prison

n Defendant convicted

of 23 crimes, including
murder and robbery
By edwin folven

A man who authorities dubbed
the Western Bandit due to the series
of 23 violent crimes he committed
along the Western Avenue corridor
from South Los Angeles to
Hollywood from 2011-14 was sentenced on Dec. 8 to life in prison
without the possibility of parole.
Patrick Watkins, 57, was convicted on Nov. 19 of 48 counts, including murder, attempted murder, second degree robbery, assault with a
firearm, shooting at an occupied
vehicle and being a felon in possession of a gun. In addition to life
without parole, Watkins was sentenced to 1,440 years to life in
prison.
Detective Chris Marsden, a 25year
Los
Angeles
Police
Department veteran who has been
assigned to the Robbery-Homicide
Division for the past nine years,
called Watkins the “most dangerous
person I’ve ever come across.” The
detective said in most instances,
suspects who commit robberies do
no harm to victims if they comply
with demands. Watkins shot 10 people, killing two of them, whether or
not they complied during robberies,
Marsden said.

“It didn’t matter
whether people
gave their stuff up
or not, he was
violent.”
-Detective Chris Marsden
LAPD Robbery-Homicide Division

“None of these made sense. It
seems like he only did it to instill
fear in people,” he added. “It didn’t
matter whether people gave their
stuff up or not, he was violent.”
According to a timeline provided
when
authorities
announced
Watkins’ arrest in November 2015,
the Western Bandit’s crime spree
started on Nov. 14, 2011, when he
assaulted a victim at approximately
6:40 a.m. near Fourth Street and
Western Avenue, and shot a victim
during an attempted robbery five
minutes later in the 4500 block of
Fourth Street. The victim who was
shot survived, police said.
Three days later, on Nov. 17,
2011, Watkins shot Cassidy Vickers,
a transgender woman who was
killed at approximately 9:55 p.m.
near Lexington Avenue and Gower
Street
in
Hollywood.
Approximately 35 minutes later,
Watkins fired shots at a transgender
woman during an attempted robbery
at Plummer Park in West
Hollywood. The second victim ran
away when the suspect demanded
her purse and was not struck by
gunfire.
An additional robbery in which
Watkins shot a victim occurred at
approximately 11 p.m. on Nov. 17,
2011, near Seventh Street and
Kingsley Drive. Authorities said
approximately seven months passed
before the Western Bandit struck
again, robbing separate victims on
June 16, 2012, in the 4000 block of
Ninth Avenue and the 3100 block of
West Vernon Avenue. Both robberies occurred within an hour of
each other and in both instances, the
suspect fired shots that missed the

photo courtesy of the LAPD

Authorities released a sketch of
the Western Bandit in 2011. A suspect was linked to crimes by DNA
and arrested in 2015.

victims, police said.
Another attempted robbery attributed to the defendant occurred on
Aug. 30, 2012, in the 900 block of
South Manhattan Place. The suspect
also fired gunshots during that robbery, but did not hit the victim.
The Western Bandit struck again
on Sept. 21, 2012, when a victim
was robbed at 5:15 a.m. in the 1800
block of South Oxford Avenue.
Another robbery occurred at 9:40
p.m. the following day in the 1500
block of West 36th Street. Shots
were fired but the victims were not
struck in both September 2012 robberies. The last hold-up in 2012
attributed to the Western Bandit
occurred at 4:15 a.m. on Oct. 10,
2012, near Western Avenue and
62nd Street.
The most crimes in one day
linked to Watkins occurred on Jan.
8, 2013, when four assaults and
attempted robberies were reported.
The suspect fired shots during two
assaults in the early morning hours
on 42nd Place and 35th Place in
South Los Angeles. Around 10:20
p.m. the same day, two victims were
robbed and assaulted during separate incidents near Bronson Avenue
and Country Club Drive, including
one who was shot.
Additional robberies, attempted
robberies, assaults and shootings
attributed to Watkins occurred on
June 15, 2013, in the 7400 block of
Flight Avenue; Oct. 21, 2013, in the
2400 block of South Marvin Avenue
and the 600 block of North Hobart
Boulevard; Feb. 9, 2014, in the
4500 block of Ninth Avenue; June
2, 2014, near Seventh Street and
Wilton Place and in the 1300 block
of North Curson Avenue; and on
Nov. 1, 2014, near Gramercy Place
and Washington Boulevard. The
crime spree is believed to have
ended with the Dec. 8, 2014, murder
of Larise Smith in the 2800 block of
West 42nd Street in South Los
Angeles.
“The last person killed was just
walking their dog,” Marsden added.
Police received a break in the case
during the June 2014 shooting near
Seventh Street and Wilton Place. A
shirt was located near the scene, and
testing revealed DNA evidence
belonging to Watkins was present
on the garment. Marsden said investigators surmised Watkins wrapped
a gun in the shirt or may have accidentally dropped it near the crime
scene. Watkins was required to submit a DNA sample when he was
previously incarcerated, and police
linked it to DNA evidence on the
shirt.
Watkins was arrested on Oct. 29,
2015, at his apartment in South Los
Angeles near Crenshaw Boulevard
and Slauson Avenue. The handgun
believed to have been used in all of
the crimes was found in a shoebox

in Watkins’ kitchen, Marsden
added.
The detective said Watkins used a
bicycle for transportation and told
police that he frequently rode 15-20
miles at a time. It was never determined why Watkins spent so much
time along the Western Avenue corridor, but he admitted to police that
he had frequented the Koreatown
and East Hollywood areas since the
1980s.
Marsden said Watkins had a
lengthy criminal record prior to the
crime spree and called him the
“poster board of a career criminal.”
The defendant was arrested for robbery in the 1990s and spent an
undisclosed amount of time in
prison before being released in
2009, police said.
The trial took six years because of
the complexity of the criminal case
and time allowed for the defense to
prepare, Marsden said. The
COVID-19 pandemic also caused
delays.
Although authorities have closed
the Western Bandit case, Marsden
surmised there may be other victims
based on Watkins’ extensive criminal past. He also stressed the impact
the crimes had on victims and their
families.
“There were a lot of people
whose lives were changed forever.
They have to relive this every day of
their lives. It’s definitely affected
me, as a detective, to see what these
people have gone through,”
Marsden said. “I’m glad it’s over;
it’s been a long 10 years. It’s nice to
see it finally come to an end.”

Man arrested after firing shots
from balcony in Hollywood
By edwin folven

A 35-year-old man was arrested on Dec. 12 after firing at least
three shots from the balcony of an
apartment building in the 6200
block of Hollywood Boulevard as
a large crowd gathered nearby.
Fans of the late Mexican singer
Vincente Fernandez, who died
earlier that day, congregated at his
Walk of Fame star. No one was
injured.
The bullets are believed to have
struck another building on
Hollywood Boulevard. Los
Angeles Police Department
spokeswoman Lizeth Lomeli said
police received a call about shots
fired at 7:40 p.m., and officers
were directed by witnesses to an
apartment building at 6201
Hollywood
Blvd.,
located
between Gower Street and Argyle
Avenue.
Detective Scott Frus, with the
LAPD’s Hollywood Division,
said witnesses reported that the
suspect fired from a balcony on
either the fourth or sixth floor, but
officers found him in his apartment on the second floor of the
building. Frus said a handgun,
ammunition and three empty shell
casings were found in the apartment, as well as a substance that is
believed to be cocaine or fentanyl.
The suspect was identified as
Joseph Ditrich. He was arrested
on suspicion of shooting into an

photo courtesy of the LAPD

Authorities released a photograph of the gun recovered
from the suspect’s apartment.

inhabited dwelling and held on
$500,000 bail.
“Without going into much
detail, we believe it was a mix of
mental health issues and drug
use,” Frus said. “That’s based on
some statements the suspect
made. He believed people were
targeting him, and in his words,
he was defending himself.”
Frus said no connection was
made between the suspect and
people paying homage to
Fernandez, whose star is located
at 6160 Hollywood Blvd. He
added that the gunfire scared people on the street and prompted a
significant response from the
police department.
“By the grace of God, nobody
was hurt,” Frus said. “At this
point, the evidence suggests that it
was a mental health issue, and it
appears that he didn’t shoot at
anyone in particular.”

Warm Wishes for a Safe
& Healthy Holiday Season

U.S. Representative, 33rd District,
Ted Lieu, Betty, Brennan & Austin
Paid for by Ted Lieu for Congress
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Santa ™s

Pick Up PINK’S this Holiday Season!
Open Sunday - Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Fiday & Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 1 a.m.
(Open ‘til 6 p.m. Christmas Eve - sorry closed Christmas Day)

The Pink Family THANKS Los Angeles for 82 years of
Dining on our Delicious Hot Dogs and Hamburgers!

Leave Some Pink’s Hot Dogs GIFT CERTIFICATES
in their stockings this year!
(Available for purchase at the stand - $10)

WE CATER!!
CateringByPinks@gmail.com
(310) 741-5352

At Pink’s Square
La Brea & Melrose
pinkshollywood.com
@theofficialpinkshotdogs
@pinkshotdogs
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Deliveries will soon roll to WeHo homes
n Council members

approve expanded
robotic delivery program
By Brynn MecheM
When West Hollywood residents
order a delivery, they may soon
open their doors to a robot instead of
a human being.
The City Council on Dec. 6
approved the expansion of a pilot
program to allow more personal
delivery devices – which allow food
and personal items to be delivered
to a resident’s home via a robot – to
be deployed throughout the city.
In March of 2020, the City
Council approved a three-month
pilot program to test personal delivery devices by Postmates. The program was launched in December
2020, but was put on hold in
January 2021 after Postmates was
acquired by Uber Technologies.
The project resumed in August
2021 with the independent company Serve Robotics, which was
founded as the robotics division of
Postmates. During the pilot, three

personal delivery devices were used
throughout West Hollywood.
With the three devices, Serve
Robotics completed 569 deliveries,
covering a total of 476 miles,
according to a staff report. On average, the personal delivery devices
traveled 0.8 miles, for a total of 34
minutes per delivery.
The trips recorded equate to
approximately 91 cars removed
from the street and a reduction of
196 kilograms of carbon dioxide
emissions, according to a Serve
Robotics report.
“We’ve tested three for just proof
of concept to make sure that they do
what they’re supposed to do, and
we’ve had zero incidents,” senior
transportation planner Bobby
Cheung said. “So, we’re confident
that these can operate safely.”
Staff will now extend the program for an additional year. Under
the extension, more vendors will be
able to participate in the program.
Some companies offer devices
that are piloted by a remote driver,
while others offer self-driving
robots. The devices stay locked
throughout the trip and can only be

photo by Edwin Folven

Chamber explores ways to honor
Hollywood Sign anniversary
The Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce is seeking partners
for the 2023 celebration of the
100th anniversary of the
Hollywood Sign.
Hollywood represents possibility, hope and excitement for
residents of Los Angeles and the
millions of people who visit the
city every year, chamber officials said. The Hollywood Sign
is an iconic landmark that continues to represent the pursuit
and fulfillment of dreams.
The worldwide licensing
agency Evolution USA, which
works with the Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce, is
exploring ways to appropriately
celebrate the historic anniversary.

For content, production and
distribution inquiries and opportunities, call Jim Griffiths at
(310)200-4291,
or
email
jim@evomgt.com. For information on licensing and merchandising, brand collaborations,
retail development, sponsorships
and promotional partnerships,
email Travis J. Rutherford art
travis@evomgt.com.
For more than 98 years, the
Hollywood
Chamber
of
Commerce has provided leadership, business development
resources, networking and government affairs programs for the
Hollywood business and residential communities. For information, visit hollywoodchamber.net.

Notable Quotes
“Our hearts grow tender with childhood memories and love of
kindred, and we are better throughout the year for having, in spirit,
become a child again at Christmastime.”

Laura Ingalls Wilder
1867-1957
*Source Good Reads

opened by the person who placed
the order.
Per the program’s guidelines, personal delivery devices are limited to
a maximum weight of 220 pounds
and a maximum speed of 10 mph.
The use of devices on substandard
sidewalks, including along Fountain
Avenue and Romaine Street, is prohibited.
During Serve Robotics’ pilot, the
company noted opportunities to
improve the city’s sidewalk infrastructure. In its report, the company
flagged 14 intersections with at least
one missing curb cutout and six
sidewalks in need of repair, including walkways along Ogden Drive
and Alfred Street.
Throughout the three-month
pilot, the Serve Robotics devices
were operated with a chaperone
alongside them. The extended pilot
would allow the devices to operate
without a chaperone.
The city will also allow a fluctuating number of personal delivery
devices to operate based on demand
and monitoring. Staff recommended
a maximum of 40 delivery devices
to start the new pilot program.
Mayor Lauren Meister, the sole
council member to vote against the
pilot expansion, questioned why the
city was jumping from three devices
to 40, rather than increasing to 10 or
15 devices.
“How are we going to control 40
of these robots with several different vendors when we still are not
quite in a safe place yet with scooters and e-bikes that are on our sidewalks?” she said.
Though the pilot had no reported
incidents, in the event of one, oper-
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Serve Robotics’ personal delivery devices are designed to look friendly
as they traverse city streets.

ators will have a maximum
response time of 25 minutes,
according to a staff report.
Throughout the pilot, operators will
provide a monthly update to city
staff so the program and the number
of personal delivery devices can be
adjusted as needed, Cheung said.
“We don’t have any case studies
or history from other cities to follow, so this is going to be a trialand-error thing,” he said. “So, we
want to start with 40, and if we’re
getting a lot of complaints, we can
scale that back down to 30, or whatever that number may be. But if
things are going really well, we
may increase that to 50 or 60.”
Additionally, the hours of the
pilot program will be extended to
allow service between 8 a.m. and
10 p.m. The three-month pilot
hours ended at 6 p.m., but Cheung
said staff would now like to test the
program’s viability during dinner

service.
The city will now call for applications from other vendors to see
what other companies may be able
to provide additional service within
West Hollywood. One company
that has already expressed interest
is Coco, which currently operates in
nine L.A. neighborhoods, including
Santa Monica, Fairfax, Greater
Wilshire, Mid-City and Los Feliz.
Carl Hansen, head of government and community relations for
Coco, said the personal delivery
devices offer many benefits, including cost-savings for businesses and
reduced pollution.
“Residents love us because we’re
taking cars off the road, reducing
CO2 emissions and other forms of
pollution, and we’re also providing
a kind of contact-free form of delivery for people that are concerned
about exposure to COVID,” he
said.
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Community mourns Wendy Kramer
By edwin folven
Wendy Kramer, wife of local
attorney and Greater Miracle Mile
Chamber of Commerce president
Stephen Kramer, died on Dec. 9 at
the age of 73.
Kramer said his wife passed
away from a cancer-related illness. They had been married nearly 50 years.
“She was a class act,” Kramer
said. “She had a sense of warmth
about her. She was a very warm
and loving person.”
The couple met while attending
the American University in Paris.
Kramer said he saw Wendy and it
was love at first sight.
“I literally saw her across a
crowded room and said, ‘Whoa.’ I
had to meet her,” Kramer added.
The pair became friends but
lost touch after leaving the university and returning to the United
States. Kramer is a Los Angeles
native and Wendy was from
Shaker Heights, Ohio, a suburb of
Cleveland. Kramer said three or
four years later, he contacted
Wendy and they rekindled their
relationship.

“I called her and we got back
together. Shortly after, we were
married,” he said. “The first place
we lived was Park La Brea.”
Kramer said he passed the State
Bar of California in 1976 and his
wife always supported his career.
They purchased a home in the
Wilshire Park neighborhood in
1991 and have lived there since.
When Kramer opened his own
law office in the Miracle Mile in
1991, Wendy oversaw finances.
She was also very proud of their
daughters, Jordan and Jennifer,
and son, Jonathan, Kramer said.
Services were held on Dec. 13
at Hillside Memorial Park. Many
recalled how Wendy was known
for the beautiful notes she would
send following a social engagement. The notes were something
everyone would look forward to,
and are treasured by all who knew
and loved her.
“She was a wonderful, wonderful mother of three children,” he
added. “She wasn’t super-old
fashioned, but she was always
involved in their schooling. She
was a great lady. She was one of
the kindest people I ever met, and
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Wendy Kramer

that never changed.”
Wendy is survived by her husband and children, as well as
seven grandchildren and siblings
Linda and Stacy Feldman.
Kramer asked that in lieu of flowers, people can make a donation in
her name to the charity of their
choice.

Beverly Hills’ Dr. Patricia Gordon receives CNN honors
CureCervicalCancer founder Dr.
Patricia Gordon has been selected
as one of the 2021 Top 10 CNN
Heroes and was awarded $10,000
in recognition of excellence and
impact.
CNN created the Heroes designation for “everyday people doing
extraordinary things to change the
world,” and the 10 heroes were
honored during the 15th Annual
CNN Heroes: An All-Star Tribute,
which aired live on CNN from the
American Museum of Natural
History in New York City.
“Every two minutes, a woman
dies of cervical cancer – but
through testing, we can stop this
horrible disease before it starts,”
Gordon said. “This recognition
from CNN is for the women who
have suffered, the women we will
save and for all the people who will
help us prevent the needless loss of
our daughters, sisters and mothers
by curing cervical cancer.”
Based
in
Los Angeles,
CureCervicalCancer is dedicated to
the early detection and prevention
of cervical cancer around the
world. CCC stops cervical cancer
before it starts by detecting and
treating precancer.
More than 300,000 women die
every year from the nearly 100%
preventable disease, a disproportionate 90% of the deaths from cervical cancer occur in low- and middle-income countries, where the
incidence is nearly twice as high
and the death rate nearly three

As part of a $6 billion investment in California’s broadband
infrastructure through Senate Bill
156, the state recently included
parts of Los Angeles, including
South Los Angeles along the 110
corridor, in an announcement of 18
project locations to bring broadband to underserved areas through
an open-access middle-mile network.
As steering committee members
of the Los Angeles Digital Equity
Action League, deputy mayor for
budget and innovation Jeanne
Holm and Bureau of Street
Lighting
executive
director
Miguel Sangalang had advocated
for the inclusion of South Los
Angeles in the state's plans for
middle-mile network investments.
The initiative aligns with a citywide effort to bridge the digital
divide throughout Los Angeles.
The Los Angeles City Council and
Mayor Eric Garcetti have
approved a digital inclusion strategic framework along with a $5
million initial spending plan for
new and expanded programs.
The spending plan and strategic
framework were designed to
respond to the heightened importance of internet connectivity during the COVID-19 pandemic,
through city efforts in four areas:
access, literacy and workforce
development, public trust, and
equitable network infrastructure.
“As the reliance on being connected digitally is so important in
our daily lives, this plan is important in providing access and equity
for those Angelenos who need
connectivity to be able to suc-

Feuer receives
mayoral
endorsements
photo courtesy of CureCervicalCancer

Dr. Patricia Gordon, center, has been honored as a 2021 Top 10 CNN
Hero.

times greater compared to highincome countries, due to limited
access to prevention, screening and
treatment.
CCC has established 106 sustainable screening/treatment clinics
in 10 different countries, which
have screened nearly 170,000
women and treated nearly 9,000.
The organization has trained more
than 650 healthcare professionals
and more than 300 community
health educators.
In October, CCC launched
Mobile Health for Mamas, a community-based testing and treatment
project to bring mobile human
papillomavirus-based cervical can-

cer testing and treatment to 10,000
women in rural Kenya.
With the $10,000 donation and
an additional match of up to
$50,000 made available by Subaru,
Gordon and CureCervicalCancer
will be using the funds to build
more HPV mobile clinics like
Mobile Health for Mamas to bring
screening and treatment directly to
resource-poor areas where women
need it most.
In addition, as part of the award
package, Gordon will receive
media relations training from
Fenton.
For information, visit curecervicaclcancer.org.

City launches climate change initiative

tive consequences for any of its
diverse communities, said Los
Angeles City Councilman Paul
Koretz, 5th District, the author of
the motion.
“As we fight for the future of our
planet, we must also fight to right
historic injustices,” he added. “This
effort is exactly why I worked with
the Leap LA Coalition to create the
Climate Emergency Mobilization
Office. Developing our building
decarbonization policies through
leadership from the communities
who are most impacted will ensure
benefits and costs are shared equitably across the city.”

Los Angeles officials have
announced the legislative launch of
a community engagement process
that present elements of the city’s
energy justice and building decarbonization policy from the communities most impacted by climate
change and climate change policymaking.
In L.A., buildings account for
43% of all carbon emissions – more
than any other sector.
Policies to combat climate
change and pollution have often

State supports L.A. broadband

left low-income communities with
higher bills and worse air quality
due to a disparity in access to energy efficiency programs, as well as a
loss of jobs in multiple sectors that
are replaced with “green” jobs that
do not guarantee high quality
employment.
While other cities have dictated
from the top down how building
decarbonization policies will be
implemented, Los Angeles is aiming to do it from the bottom up to
ensure policies do not have nega-

Los Angeles City Attorney and
mayoral candidate Mike Feuer on
Dec. 13 earned the endorsement of
two homelessness advocates: Kerry
Morrison, the founder and project
director of Heart Forward, and Joe
Paul, elder at City of Refuge
Church, which coordinates a program with the L.A. Mission on
Skid Row.
“I am honored to have received
the endorsements of Kerry
Morrison and Joe Paul, two individuals on the frontlines of the fight
to end homelessness here in L.A.,”
Feuer said. “As mayor, I will closely partner with organizations such
as theirs to provide meaningful services and dignified housing to all
our unhoused neighbors. Together,
we can end homelessness for
good.”
“I've spent years tackling homelessness as an advocate, and am
often frustrated by politicians who
make big promises they can't
accomplish. But, I'm very
impressed with Mike Feuer,”
Morrison said. “He listens and he
gets it. Mike is a dedicated and
thoughtful public servant who has
carefully constructed a plan that
focuses both on providing shelter
for all and addressing the crisis of
mental illness and substance abuse
on our streets. He recognizes the
regional impact of this crisis and
has the leadership instincts to partner with the county and the state to
meet the human needs in our city. I
emphatically endorse his policy
proposal and look forward to seeing it happen when he's elected.”

ceed,” Board of Public Works Vice
President Aura Garcia said. “We
thank the City Council for supporting this endeavor and the Bureau
of Street Lighting in providing a
multi-faceted initiative.”
The plan includes programs and
services such as enhanced computer labs and Wi-Fi in parks and
recreation centers, the expansion
of an existing program that refurbishes used computers and distributes them to underserved communities and digital literacy grant
programs.
AngelenoCorps
FutureCorps, a youth development
program, and Vision Lab, a programmed space in South L.A. that
will co-locate multiple technology-related workforce development
and digital literacy programs, will
also benefit.
“The Bureau of Street Lighting,
with support from our city and
community partners looks forward
to implementing these important
services and programs that will
bring computer and internet
access, on-line training, workforce
development and much more to
Angelenos in need,” Sangalang
said.
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West Hollywood increases
code enforcement outreach

West Hollywood’s code
enforcement team is increasing
outreach to ask residents about
quality of life issues, including
leaf blowers, trash and recycling
bins, and overgrown parkways
and hedges.
Electric leaf-blowers are the
only type of leaf-blower permitted in the city. The use of gaspowered leaf-blowers by residents or gardeners is prohibited
and may result in a fine ranging
from $100 to $500.
Leaving trash and recycling
bins next to the curb indefinitely
is also prohibited. Bins may only
be placed at the curb after 5:30
p.m. the day before collection.
They must be at the curb by 6
a.m. on collection day and
removed by 8 p.m. on collection
day. Violations may result in a
fine ranging from $250 to $1,000.
Vegetation that extends into the
sidewalk or street areas causes an
obstruction for pedestrians and

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

The city of West Hollywood
offers businesses and property
owners help in meeting code
requirements.

vehicles. Property owners in residential neighborhoods are responsible for maintaining parkways
and keeping hedges trimmed.
Allowing vegetation to protrude into sidewalks and streets
can result in a fine ranging from
$250 to $1,000. A $50 administrative fee may be applied to any of
the fines.
The city’s code enforcement
team will be distributing warning
notices in English and Spanish
about leaf-blowers, trash bins and
overgrown hedges to residents
and gardeners when a violation is
observed. As part of an expanded
effort, the city will also provide
informational notices to its contracted parking enforcement and
Block-by-Block personnel who
may observe the issues in residential neighborhoods.
The code enforcement team also
addresses a range of other residential neighborhood concerns, such
as noise, property maintenance,
vacant properties, construction,
zoning and impediments in the
public right-of-way. Community
members who may have concerns
are encouraged to reach out to the
code enforcement team by submitting a service request at
weho.org/servicerequest or on
West Hollywood’s Official App,
which may be download for iOS
or Android. The code enforcement line can be reached at
(323)848-6516. Investigations are
confidential.

Work will begin soon on 8150 Sunset project
By Brynn MecheM
Fencing has been put up in preparation for more work at the 8150
Sunset project.
Designed by architect Frank
Gehry, who is also known for his
work on the Walt Disney Concert
Hall, 8150 Sunset will include a pair
of mid-rise buildings featuring more
than 200 residential units, some of
which will be allotted for workforce
and affordable housing.
The housing will be built atop
57,300 square feet of retail space
and parking. Work was last done on
the project in May after the Lytton
Savings building, which stood near
the intersection of Crescent Heights
and Sunset boulevards for more
than 60 years, was demolished.
Now, work is continuing on the
site in preparation for more demolition, project spokesman Brian
Lewis said.
“As we begin preparations to
demolish the remaining structures
on the site, a construction fence and
sound wall are being installed,” he
said. “We’ll have more updates as
work commences in the new year.”
Gehry’s design will be 178 feet in
height. It is situated on property that
used to house the Garden of Allah
hotel, which was popular with
celebrities before it was demolished
and replaced with the Lytton
Savings building in the 1950s.
First proposed in 2013, the project was originally approved by the
Los Angeles City Council in 2016.
Shortly after, Fix the City and the
Los Angeles Conservancy filed sep-
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A construction fence and sound wall have been installed around the
8150 Sunset project before work commences in the new year.

arate lawsuits against the city of Los
Angeles that alleged that the city
failed to comply with the California
Environmental Quality Act while
considering the demolition of the
Lytton Savings building, designed
by architect Kurt Meyer.
The building was designated a
Los Angeles Historic-Cultural
Monument in 2016, but the

California Supreme Court declined
to hear the appeal, preventing its
demolition.
Gehry’s latest designs for the project consist of a largely glass exterior, made to look like blocks stacked
on one another. Lewis said construction will take two years, and
the project is anticipated to be complete by 2024.

Get pets vaccinated at Plummer Park

Low-Cost Pet Vaccines of
Southern California will host two
low-pet vaccination clinics in West
Hollywood this winter.
The clinics will be held from 9-11
a.m. on Dec. 18 and Jan. 8 in the
West Hollywood Community

Massry Prize Winners share
$300,000
as 3 scientists discover
how ancient DNA
links to Biomedical Research

Center in Plummer Park, located at
7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
All dogs must be on leash or in a
carrier and all cats must be in carriers. No credit card payments will be
accepted. For information, visit
lowcostpetvaccines.com.
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Metro outlines subway stations under construction

photo courtesy of the 13th District council office

Los Angeles City Council President Pro Tempore Mitch O’Farrell,
center, helped the Salvadoran American Leadership and
Educational Fund distribute food to families in need.

O’Farrell helps families with food
distributions during pandemic
Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, and the
Salvadoran American Leadership
and Educational Fund held their
12th and final monthly food and
supply distribution of 2021 on
Dec. 10 in Echo Park.
Throughout the pandemic, the
program has consistently provided food and resources to hundreds of low-income Angelenos
and their families in the 13th
District.
“My team and I share SALEF’s
passion and mission for helping
those who need it the most, and
since the earliest days of the pandemic, we have worked tirelessly
to ensure struggling Angelenos
can have their basic needs met,”
O’Farrell said. “In addition to the
City Council’s work to enact the
nation’s strongest eviction protections and provide more than $300
million in relief for Los Angeles
renters and landlords, the partnership between my office and
SALEF has provided critical support for food-insecure families in
the 13th District. In 2022, we
look forward to a new phase of

this effort as we continue our service to those in need.”
In 2021, O’Farrell and SALEF
partnered with Sustainable
Economic Enterprises of Los
Angeles on monthly events
where more than 20,000 pounds
of food was distributed. The
effort included COVID-19 vaccinations, legal and financial assistance, and the distribution of safety supplies such as sanitizer and
masks. The monthly program was
held at O’Farrell’s District Office
at 1722 Sunset Blvd., in Echo
Park.
“Throughout the pandemic,
SALEF has taken a multipronged
approach to connecting people
with critical resources, including
thousands of COVID-19 vaccinations, PPE supplies and other
forms of assistance,” said Jocelyn
Duarte, executive director of
SALEF. “Our partnership with
Councilmember O’Farrell’s team
has helped us tackle food insecurity and enabled us to build meaningful connections with lowincome Angelenos.”
For information, visit cd13.lacity.org.

Metro construction for the
Purple Line Extension subway project in Beverly Hills continues, as
crews
are
building
the
Wilshire/Rodeo and Wilshire/La
Cienega subway stations. Work is
occurring underground and in staging yards near the station sites.
Twin tunneling machines are
currently excavating eastbound
under Beverly Hills and are anticipated to reach the Wilshire/Rodeo
station in late December. As of
Dec. 1, the tunneling machines had
reached the area near Wilshire
Boulevard and Camden Drive.
They are approximately 35% of the
way to their final destination at
Wilshire/La Cienega.
Throughout the month, work
will be ongoing 24 hours at the
Wilshire/Rodeo station, where
material and concrete deliveries
will increase. Work will also be
ongoing at street level in the area.
Through Jan. 1, three lanes of
Wilshire Boulevard will remain
open between El Camino and
Crescent drives from 7-9 a.m. and
4-10 p.m., Monday through
Thursday. Wilshire Boulevard may
be reduced to one lane in each
direction in the area from 10 p.m.
to 7 a.m., Sunday through
Thursday. Traffic control may also
be implemented on Beverly Drive,
which will remain open with two
lanes in each direction from 7-9
a.m. and 4-10 p.m.
Crews will also be conducting
subsurface investigation work
underneath Wilshire Boulevard
between Stanley Drive and Le
Doux Road in Beverly Hills. The
work is anticipated to last through
mid-January. Crews will determine
whether additional work will be
needed to stabilize the subway tunnels.
If additional work is necessary, a
K-rail work zone will be created in
the middle of Wilshire Boulevard
in January and will be in place for
four months. Metro will provide
additional details when they are
available.
At Wilshire/La Cienega, crews
have been working on multiple

Lawmakers laud improvements in infrastructure bill
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank) on Dec. 13 highlighted the
importance of investments in the
Congressional bipartisan infrastructure bill, including improvements for
roads, bridges, highways, public
transit and passenger rail.
Schiff joined state Sen. Anthony J.
Portantino (D-La Cañada Flintridge),
Assemblywoman Laura Friedman
(D-Glendale) and Metro CEO
Stephanie Wiggins, as well as
Glendale Mayor Paula Devine and
Glendale City Councilman Ardy
Kassakhian, to discuss the infrastructure bill.
“In Los Angeles County, decades
of lagging infrastructure investment
has resulted in crumbling roads and
highways, aging and incomplete rail
systems, and many challenges facing
public transit, creating daily
headaches and, worse still, barriers to

Correction:
In last week’s Notable
Quotes, Elizabeth Dole was
mistakenly identified as being
deceased. She attended her
husband’s funeral on Dec. 10.
We apologize for the error.

secure employment, affordable housing and quality time with our families,” Schiff said. “That’s why I’m so
proud to have supported President
Biden’s bipartisan infrastructure
package and prouder still to share
some of the ways that this package
will improve our quality of life.”
“The passage of the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act will ensure
that Metro has the critical resources
required to bring more mobility

options to Los Angeles County residents, with a sharp focus on serving
historically underserved communities,” Wiggins added. “Metro is
grateful to Congressman Schiff for
his important leadership in working
to pass this visionary legislation.”
For information on the bill, visit
whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/11/06/factsheet-the-bipartisan-infrastructuredeal.

Authorities crack down on drunk driving
The Beverly Hills Police
Department and the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department are
reminding the public to celebrate
the holiday season responsibly by
not driving while under the influence of alcohol and drugs.
The departments are committed
to keeping communities safe during
the holidays and encourage people
to use a designated sober driver if
they have consumed alcohol or
used marijuana, or prescription
drugs that may cause impairment.
Through New Year’s Day, the
BHPD and LASD will deploy additional personnel to look for drivers

suspected of being under the influence of alcohol and drugs. The
extra enforcement is part of the
national Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over campaign.
“When it comes to consuming
drugs and alcohol and driving, there
is a right and wrong choice,”
BHPD Chief Mark Stainbrook said.
“Make the right choice by not driving impaired so everyone is able
to enjoy the holidays.”
Funding for the program was
provided by the California Office of
Traffic Safety, through the National
Highway
Traffic
Safety
Administration.
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Crews are building steel reinforced concrete walls around the east tunnel
entrances in the Wilshire/Fairfax subway station.

appendage structures, which are
rooms and passageways adjacent to
the main station. Crews have been
working on appendages on the
north side of Wilshire Boulevard.
K-Rail work zones will remain in
place along the north side of
Wilshire Boulevard between Gale
Drive and San Vicente Boulevard.
Wilshire Boulevard will be
reduced to two lanes in the area for
the next eight to 10 months. Left
turns to north Gale Drive will be
restricted intermittently from east
bound Wilshire Boulevard, and
sidewalks on the north side of
Wilshire Boulevard will remain
closed. In January, Gale Drive will
be permanently closed north of
Wilshire Boulevard for four
months.
Through November 2022, Metro
will install instrumentation atop
poles along Wilshire Boulevard to
monitor impacts caused by construction. The work will occur
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., weekdays,
and 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturdays.
Crews are also building
appendage structures at the future
subway stations at Wilshire/Fairfax
and Wilshire/La Brea, where work
is anticipated to continue through
the third quarter of 2022. Lane closures will be necessary on Wilshire

Boulevard through April 15
between San Diego Way and
Spaulding Avenue.
At the Wilshire/Fairfax station,
concrete walls are being constructed inside the station box. A K-rail
work zone is in place at the southwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard
and Fairfax Avenue to support
underground appendage construction.
Appendage construction is also
ongoing through March 31, 2022,
at Wilshire/La Brea. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
Orange Drive and Detroit Street
through the first quarter of next
year.
No work will occur on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day,
as well as New Year’s Eve and
New Year’s Day. The next monthly
online construction update for sections one and two of the Purple
Line Extension will be held at noon
on Jan. 5. For information and a
link, visit metro.net.
For questions and concerns
about the Purple Line Extension
project, call the 24-hour project
hotline at (213)922-6934, email the
project
team
at
purplelineext@metro.net, or visit
metro.net.

Letters to the Editor
Melrose cameras are
not the answer to
catching criminals
Re “Cameras keep a watchful
eye,” Dec. 9 issue
I read your story on license plate
cameras being installed in the
Melrose area. I have been personally impacted by the increase in
violent crime in the LAPD’s
Wilshire Division.
I am all for more solutions to the
surge in crime in the area.
However, any solutions should be
thought out before wasting money
on things like license plate cameras.
Only really stupid criminals are
going to use their own car when
committing a crime in our community. Instead, they either steal
license plates to put on the car they
use when committing a crime or
steal a car to use. Car thefts are up
dramatically in Los Angeles. It’s
ironic that career politician [Paul]
Koretz, is hoping to become the
next city controller while he
wastes taxpayer money on license

plate cameras, rather than using
that money for real solutions to
combat the surge in crime.
Robert Cherno
Fairfax District

Changes to Pig ‘N
Whistle should be
further scrutinized
Re “Pig ‘N Whistle’s future
remains murky,” Dec. 2 issue
I’m shocked and mortified that
the defacing and mutilation of a
historic Hollywood landmark
isn’t creating more of an uproar.
[There was] a previous comment [on the Beverly Press website] that Hollywood needs to
change ... 98% of old Hollywood
has changed by being demolished.
That’s what the boulevard needs,
another Cantina.
This is a shameful black eye to
the city. I just hope it can be
repaired and restored again.
Bradley Shuster
Los Angeles
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More housing proposed in West Hollywood

n Affordable units for

transgender foster
youth included in plan
By Brynn MecheM

A new six-story, mixed-use development could soon be added at the
intersection of Santa Monica and La
Cienega boulevards.
On Dec. 14, West Hollywood staff
held a virtual neighborhood meeting
for the property, located at 8500
Santa Monica Blvd., where residents
were able to get a first look at the
design.
The proposed project, designed by
Tighe Architecture, would include a
six-story, 33,400-square foot building. About 3,790 square feet would
be set aside for ground floor commercial use, leaving 28,500 for residential use.
“The commercial area at Santa
Monica and La Cienega is of great
importance, and this space will have
a
great
presence,”
Tighe
Architecture principal Patrick Tighe
said.
The structure will have 30 condominiums, with 20 one-bedroom
units with an average size of 787
square feet, and 10 two-bedroom
units with an average size of 1,126
square feet.
Five of the units, or 17%, will be
set aside for affordable housing,
Tighe said. Todd Elliott, an attorney
for the project, said the affordable
housing units are intended to be set
aside for transgender foster youth
through a partnership with the Los
Angeles LGBT Center.
“Those kids get an opportunity to
be supervised by the LGBT Center,
and they are housed in affordable
housing so that they have a chance to
finish their education, go to college
[and] become successful members
of society, as opposed to not having
those same opportunities and equality that other people do,” he said.
Bikes and Hikes LA, which is currently located on the property, would
be demolished to make way for the
new structure.
Residents at the meeting
expressed concern with the number
of parking spaces allotted for the
project. The current plan would
include two levels of subterranean
parking, allowing 31 parking spaces
– 20 for residents and 11 for commercial use.
“Given this location, where
there’ll be no street parking, really,
for any of the residents, do you think
20 spaces is going to make this an
attractive project for people who are
going to live there?” resident Mark
Lehman questioned.
Elliott said that the project aims to
create an environment in which residents will be within walking distance of most essential businesses
and therefore would not be as reliant
on cars.
“People want to be able to, within
a five-minute walk, do some very
essential things – drop off their
clothes to a dry cleaner, do their grocery shopping and also be able to go
to some restaurants,” he said. “I
think that in an ideal way, this particular location offers people the ability
to do those things and not have to
drive places.”
Tighe said the building was also
designed with sustainability in mind,
using
environmentally-friendly
materials to create a structure with
plenty of open space to allow for
natural circulation. Each unit has a
private balcony, and a rooftop deck
will provide open space for residents.
A strip of land to the west of the

project will be used for a residentonly park, which includes a dog run.
The project also allows a 21-foot setback from La Cienega Boulevard to
mitigate impacts from the street, and
a public parklet is planned for the
space.
“It was important to us that it’d be
a very sustainable building,” Tighe
said. “… So, the idea was to create
as much open space as possible to
have all the circulation be open air to
get as much light and air into the
building.”
Vehicular access for the site is
proposed through a driveway along
La Cienega Boulevard, and resident

access will be off Santa Monica
Boulevard.
Finally, Tighe said the project
aims to use the corner of the property for an “art element” that would tie
the project into the city’s arts programs. Project leaders have not yet
engaged an art consultant to discuss
possibilities, Elliott said.
“Given its location, we feel that
there’s an opportunity to do something very iconic,” he said.
The project will have to go
through the Planning Commission
for approval. Tighe said demolition
of the current structure isn’t likely to
occur for another year.

photo courtesy of Tighe Architecture

A proposed six-story structure would create 30 condominium units, five
of which would be designated as affordable housing.

12 December 16, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Television City helps clinic spread joy
The Saban Community Clinic
served more than 100 families at
the 32nd annual Patient Holiday
Party on Dec. 11 at Television
City.
The annual event provides
basic essentials and holiday gifts
to patients of the Saban
Community Clinic. The event is
usually held in-person, with
attendees receiving essential
items and enjoying a festive holiday meal.
Due to the pandemic, the event
was shifted to an outdoor, contactless drive-thru at Television
City, which is owned and operated by Hackman Capital Partners.
Television City donated breakfast
from Diamond Bakery and lunch
from Potato Chips Deli
Sandwiches.
“Our Annual Patient Holiday
Party is a heartwarming celebration that allows us to give back to
our patients and their families.
This year, our goal was to expand
the event and provide even more
than we did last year,” said
Muriel Nouwezem, CEO of
Saban Community Clinic. “We
are grateful to Television City and
Hackman Capital Partners for

photo by Noe Montes

Members of the Saban Community Clinic joined with Television City
partners at the annual holiday party.

opening their gates to make our
event possible.”
Families received grocery store
gift cards, blankets and healthy
snacks provided by Saban
Community Clinic volunteers.
Children also received a toy and
book.
“The Saban Community Clinic
provides such a meaningful ser-

vice to our community,” said
Zach Sokoloff, vice president of
Hackman Capital Partners. “We
are proud to partner with the clinic and open the Television City
lot to help deliver holiday essentials to our neighbors in need.”
For information, visit sabancommunityclinic.org and televisioncityla.com.

Health department distributes 15 million vaccine doses
The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health on
Dec. 13 announced it has reached a
new milestone in its fight against
the COVID-19 virus, having dispersed 15 million doses of vaccines
since the first dose was administered one year ago.
In addition to administering vaccines at about 1,270 fixed sites
weekly, health care providers
administer vaccines at 560-570
mobile site visits each week, with
approximately 70% of the mobile
visits in the county’s highest-need
communities. The collaborations
have enabled the health department
to administer at least one dose to
nearly 80% of those eligible to
receive a vaccine countywide.
The health department has also
played a pivotal role providing
vaccines in the hardest hit communities, and as of Dec. 9, department
staff has administered more than
1.4 million doses of COVID vaccines at department-run vaccination sites and clinics.
While great progress has been
made, the health department will
continue vaccination efforts in the
months to come. There are an additional 3.4 million people 16 and

over who are eligible for – but have
not
yet
received
–
an
additional/booster dose, and 2.2
million people 5 and over have not
yet received their first dose. The
department’s network of providers
is also preparing to vaccinate the
534,506 L.A. County children
under 5 who are likely to be eligible for vaccines early next year.
“The delivery of 15 million vaccines required a network of hundreds of providers willing to
extend their services to serve residents across every community in
the county,” public health director
Dr. Barbara Ferrer said. “While we
are proud of the work collectively
done to administer 15 million vaccines in L.A. County, it is clear that
we will need to continue to support
vaccination efforts for months to
come as we try to reach those still
unvaccinated, those who need
boosters, and those that are newly
eligible. We have also learned that
this network is not just focused on
ensuring access; rather, this network needs to engage in outreach,
provide culturally respectful information, and connect residents to
additional needed supports.”
The health department con-

firmed 11 additional deaths and
1,123 new cases of COVID-19. Of
the 11 new deaths reported, one
person who died was between the
ages of 30 and 49, four were
between the ages of 50 and 64, one
was between the ages of 65-79 and
five were over the age of 80 years
old. Of the 11 newly reported
deaths, nine had underlying conditions. To date, the total number of
deaths in L.A. County is 27,341.
The health department has identified more than 1.5 million positive cases of COVID-19 across all
areas of L.A. County.
There are 698 people with
COVID-19 currently hospitalized.
Testing results are available for
more than 9,596,550 individuals,
with 15% of people testing positive.
The health department reminds
residents that getting vaccinated or
boosted remains critical as holiday
traveling and gatherings begin.
Additionally, all residents across
L.A. County should continue getting tested to help reduce the
spread, especially if they have traveled for the holidays.
For
information,
visit
VaccinateLACounty.com.

Domestic worker campaign launched
The Los Angeles County Office
of Immigrant Affairs, in the
Department of Consumer and
Business Affairs, on Dec. 10 hosted a media forum to promote a
new campaign: “Your Home Is
Someone’s Workplace: Domestic
Work in Los Angeles County” to
raise awareness on how L.A.
County can help protect and
advance the well-being of domestic workers.
The campaign highlights how
domestic workers have contributed to the county’s economic
survival during the pandemic, how
private-household and other
employers can provide fair and
responsible workplaces, and how
the media can help the county’s
efforts to support all workers,
including domestic workers.
The media forum coincided with
this week’s approval by the Los
Angeles County Board of
Supervisors to create the Office of
Labor Equity within DCBA.
The new office will target
enforcement on key industries,
including the domestic work
industry.
The Office of Labor Equity will
build on the successful track
record
of
DCBA’s
Wage
Enforcement program, which has
investigated complaints of minimum wage violations in unincorporated Los Angeles County and
helped put millions of dollars in
back wages and fines back into the
pockets of for workers.
DCBA also helped to implement
the innovative worker protections
the board put into place during the

pandemic, including paid vaccine
leave, Hero Pay for grocery store
workers, and health and safety
anti-retaliation ordinances.
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, 3rd
District, who authored the motion
to create the new Office of Labor
Equity, co-hosted the forum with
OIA. She was joined by the
California Domestic Workers
Coalition, and Hand in Hand: The
Domestic Employers Network.
“People are leaving the workforce because they don’t feel valued, and how can employees feel
valued if their employers put
employee health at risk by failing
to enforce vaccination or mask
mandates, don’t pay a minimum
wage, or fail to pay overtime?
Employers need to understand the
root causes of the Great Attrition
and step up to provide a high level
of workplace safety, wage compliance and flexibility to their workers,” Kuehl said. “L.A. County‘s
recovery will not go well if workers continue to leave our local
economy.”
“The Department of Consumer
and Business Affairs is committed
to protecting L.A. County workers
by enforcing several worker protection ordinances and securing
back wages owed to workers,”
DCBA director Rafael Carbajal
added. “The new Office of Labor
Equity will be equipped to expand
our efforts to ensure workers,
including domestic workers, are
treated equitably throughout the
county.”
For
information,
visit
oia.lacounty.gov/domestic-work.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
“There’s no place like home for the holidays...”
To all my wonderful friends and neighbors,
Wishing you a joyful holiday season
and a peaceful and healthy 2022.

BRE#01726707

sachsandthecity.com
jeffreysachs.com

310.777.6361
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Global Luxury and the Coldwell Banker Global
Luxury logo service marks are registered or pending registrations owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Frieze releases details for February event

photo courtesy of LACMA

Two new exhibits focus on the endeavors of indigenous artists in
Mexico and Los Angeles.

LACMA exhibitions show
resilience of indigenous artists

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art is debuting two
new exhibitions that highlight
Mexican heritage.
“Mixpantli: Space, Time and
the Indigenous Origins of
Mexico” marks the 500th anniversary of the fall of the Aztec capital
Tenochtitlan – modern-day
Mexico City.
The exhibition subverts the traditional narrative of conquest by
centering the creative resilience of
indigenous artists, mapmakers
and storytellers who forged new
futures and made their world
anew through artistic practice.
Nahua scribes gave the name
mixpantli, or “banner of clouds,”
to the first omen of the conquest,
depicting the omen as both a
Mexican battle standard and a
Euro-Christian column enveloped
in clouds. Mixpantli, then, reflects
the bringing together of both
Nahua and Christian worldviews
and the efforts of indigenous peoples to reorient space and time in a
new world and era.
The show puts early colonial art
in conversation with preColumbian artifacts to showcase
the deeply indigenous worldviews
that shaped early Mexico.
The exhibition will be housed
in the Resnick Pavilion through
May 1, 2022.
The
second
exhibition,
“Mixpantli:
Contemporary
Echoes,” showcases the lasting
impact of indigenous creative
resilience, connecting the vibrant
artistic traditions of the past and
the present from Los Angeles and
Mexico.

The exhibition features the
works of contemporary artists and
mapmakers who draw on indigenous cartographic and artistic histories to challenge dominant narratives about place and belonging.
Artworks include Mariana
Castillo Deball’s “Vista de
Ojos,” a wooden pavement etched
with the oldest map of Mexico
City as originally illustrated by a
tlacuilo; a series of maps by
Sandy Rodriguez, who paints with
traditional pigments on amate
paper to explore the intersection
of social memory and contemporary politics; and an interactive
map of the indigenous communities of Los Angeles, produced by
Comunidades Indígenas en
Liderazgo.
The exhibit will be housed in
the Broad Contemporary Art
Museum through June 12, 2022.
Aside from the new exhibitions,
the museum is offering several
events that coincide with the
national “Obama Portraits Tour.”
Today, from 7-8 p.m., join
LACMA for a presentation of
Poetry in Color. Poets representing each of the cities along the
portraits tour will present original
poems inspired by the portaits.
From 6-9 p.m. on Dec. 17, get
inspired by the portraits before
designing and cutting a block
print in a workshop led by Eszter
Delgado.
The cost is $45 for members
and $50 for the general public. Art
supplies are included, but participants should bring an image to
make into a personal symbol.
For information, visit lacma.org.

Frieze on Dec. 9 revealed the first
details of Frieze Week in Beverly
Hills, which be held Feb. 17-20.
The event will be held at 9900
Wilshire Blvd., adjacent to The
Beverly Hilton hotel.
Led for the first time by Christine
Messineo, director of Frieze Los
Angeles and Frieze New York, the
fair returns following a hiatus last
year due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Presented in a bespoke structure
designed
by
creative
director Kulapat Yantrasast and
landscape director Mark Thomann,
Frieze will bring together more than
100 of the world’s leading galleries
in a celebration of the creative spirit
of the city.
Galleries will include Blum &
Poe, The Box, Commonwealth and
Council, Bortolami, Stephen
Friedman Gallery, Gladstone, Pace
Gallery and David Zwirner.
The 2022 fair will debut Frieze
Sculpture Beverly Hills, a public art
initiative previously featured in
London and New York, with pieces
by artists who work on a monumental scale. Supported by the city of
Beverly Hills, Frieze Sculpture
Beverly Hills will be held in
Beverly Gardens Park.
“Looking forward to both of our
American fairs, I am excited that
they are in a position to represent
the ecosystems of our galleries and,
most importantly, showcase the creative community of the cities where
we sit,” Messineo said. “In Los
Angeles, this takes many forms,
both within the framework of the
tent, with significant participation
from Los Angeles galleries, as well

photo courtesy of Frieze Los Angeles

Frieze will bring together more than 100 of the world’s leading galleries.

as outside of the fair architecture.
This intention extends to our inaugural Frieze Sculpture Beverly Hills
presentation, which will remain on
public view in Beverly Gardens
Park for three months, and our continued collaborations with not-forprofits, local institutions and artists
throughout Frieze Week.”
Amanda Hunt, director of public
programs and creative practice at
Lucas Museum of Narrative Art,
will lead “Focus LA,” which spotlights Los Angeles-based spaces in
existence for 15 years or less.
“Focus LA” will feature 11 of the
city’s defining young galleries presenting solo or dual artist exhibitions, including Baert Gallery,
Garden, Gattopardo, In Lieu, Luis
De Jesus Los Angeles, Marta,
Stanley's and Stars.
An expanded Frieze Week pro-

gram of exhibitions and events will
begin on Feb. 14 and run throughout the fair. Frieze Week will encompass a broad spectrum of programming at galleries, museums, civic
organizations and other artist-driven
spaces, celebrating and showcasing
the many communities that make up
L.A.’s dynamic art landscape.
Major exhibitions taking place
throughout the week include Black
American Portraits” at LACMA,
“Selected Acquisitions of a
Decade” at The Broad, “LaTroya
Ruby Frazier: The Last Cruze”
at California African American
Museum, “Lifes” and “Ulysses
Jenkins:
Without
Your
Interpretation”
at Hammer
Museum and “Pipilotti Rist: Big
Heartedness, Be My Neighbor”
at MOCA.
For information, visit frieze.com.
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Wallis Annenberg GenSpace will open in January Rotary helping to trim the tree

In early 2022, Annenberg
Foundation will celebrate the
grand opening of its newest groundbreaking venture, the Wallis
Annenberg GenSpace.
GenSpace is an innovative community space for older adults located in Koreatown on the Wilshire
Boulevard Temple campus.
The personal vision of philanthropist and founder Wallis
Annenberg, GenSpace seeks to
enrich and expand the lives of older
adults through connection, classes,
partnerships and events.
“If I were alone in my home with
absolutely no support system
around me, GenSpace is exactly
what I would like to find – a place
where I could go and see other people in my age range, a place where
I could make connections to the
world,” Wallis Annenberg, chair,
CEO and president of the
Annenberg Foundation said. “So
many older people are prisoners of
isolation and loneliness. GenSpace
will provide the opposite of that
feeling, because the opposite of
loneliness is connection and
engagement.”
With goals to reduce social isolation, create an inclusive and welcoming space where older adults
can thrive, inspire wellness, creativity, tech exploration, financial
security, curiosity, and imagination,
and disrupt negative stereotypes
about aging, GenSpace will serve
as a pioneer in better understanding what diverse older populations
want and need.
According
to
Medicine
Encyclopedia, “between 10 to 20%
of elderly adults in this country cur-

photo courtesy of Wallis Annenberg GenSpace

The Wallis Annenberg GenSpace will serve as a community gathering
place for older adults.

rently attend senior centers at least
once a year,” and senior center participants are proven to have higher
levels of health, social interaction
and life satisfaction when compared with their peers.
By 2034, the United States is
expected to enter a demographic
shift where adults 65 and older outnumber children in population.
“The U.S. population is aging.
And a better, more inclusive
future for us all depends on reframing the way we think about aging
and creating spaces for older adults
to thrive,” GenSpace director
Jennifer Wong said.
“As Wallis’ vision inspires us,
GenSpace is excited to provide an
age-friendly community space for
older adults with both familiar and
innovative programing through
partnerships with incredible
instructors. We look forward to
hosting older Angelenos in the

space and older adults everywhere
online. This pandemic has highlighted the need for engaging,
robust senior centers, now more
than ever before. GenSpace’s programs and special offerings are
based on extensive research findings from focus groups of diverse
older adults, and are designed to
meet the needs of older
Angelenos.”
Opening as part of the
new Audrey Irmas Pavilion,
GenSpace programming includes
horticultural therapy, a technology
lending library and tech support
classes, financial literacy classes,
yoga and fitness workshops, opportunities to create storytelling and
art, and intergenerational programs.
Programs, classes and events are
available now online and will be
held in person starting on Jan. 10.
For information, visit annenberggenspace.org.

The Wilshire Rotary is again
selling Christmas trees to help
benefit the Rotary International
Foundation and the Wilshire
Rotary Foundation.
This year marks the organization’s 15th anniversary of selling
trees.
The lot is located at 568 N.
Larchmont Blvd., the same location as the Rotary’s pumpkin
patch in October, which also benefits the Rotary Club.
The lot sells fresh-cut Douglas,
Noble, Nordmann, Fraser and
Silvertip firs, and the organization
has a large selection. Delivery is

available.
All the proceeds from the lot
help fund Rotary projects in the
community and around the globe.
Aside from the charitable donations, the Rotary Club partners
with local organizations to give
jobs to formerly incarcerated men
who are now on parol.
The goal is help the individuals
find employment and reintegrate
into society.
The lot is open daily from 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. through Dec. 23.
For
information,
visit
wilshirerotary.com
or
call
(323)464-1935.
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The Wilshire Rotary Christmas tree lot is open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
daily through Dec. 23.

Holiday Feast

Still waiting to make your
Christmas Dinner plans?
Call Now to Order our Ham or Turkey
Feast with all the Fixings!

Pre-Order Your
Bourbon & Brown Sugar Honey
Glazed Ham with Pineapple Chutney
Or Roasted Turkey
and all the Trimmings
Dine-In or Carry Out
Large Ham or Turkey (serves 8-10pp)
$265.00++ Includes 2 Pies
Small Ham or Turkey (serves 4-6pp)
$195.00++ Includes 1 Pie
Plated Dinner $29.95+
Child’s Plate $17.95 (3-11yrs)
Dinner includes:
home-made pumpkin soup,
honey glazed carrots, homemade stufﬁng,
green beans amandine, mashed potatoes,
sweet potatoes with marshmallows,
cranberry sauce, dinner rolls and
Du-Par’s Fruit Pie

PRE-ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY PIES TODAY
Cherry, Blueberry, Pumpkin, Peach,
Boysenberry, Apple, Raspberry and Pecan
6333 W. 3rd St.
at the
Farmers Market

order online: dupars.net/Store/

(323) 933-8446
(323) 933-8447

$15.95 each

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

Open Christmas Day & New Year’s Day
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side dishes and one dessert. Orders
serve four to 10 people and must be
placed by 5 p.m. on Dec. 17 for pick
up at the hotel from Dec. 24 through
Jan. 1 between noon and 5 p.m.
Enhance the meal with 20% off
19 as a lively jazz band playing hol- select bottles of wine and chamiday music. Seating is available pagne. 9500 Wilshire Blvd.,
from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. On (310)275-5200.
Christmas Eve, Belvedere will
offer a pre-fixe menu and freeflowing champagne. Also on Dec.
24, families can join Santa Claus
for photographs and gifts from
noon to 5 p.m. On Christmas Day,
The hotel's all day dining restauBelvedere is offering a family-style rant includes a special multi-course
menu with free-flowing champagne prix fixe menu by chef de cuisine
and all-day holiday fun. Those Amir Nematipour. Dinner on Dec.
looking to celebrate Christmas with 24 is served from 5-9:30 p.m. and
an elegant high tea will enjoy a tra- live music will be played from 7ditional Peninsula cap cake and a 10:30 p.m. The cost is $145 per pervariety of tea options. Seatings are son and $70 per child. On Christmas
at 11 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. Day, THEBlvd will offer a three9882 S. Santa Monica Blvd., course menu for $125 per adult and
(310)551-2888.
$60 per child from 11:30 a.m. to
9:30 p.m. Live music will be performed from 2-10 p.m. THEBlvd
will feature a special, festive cocktail for the season called "The Wise
King,” made with tequila, peppermint schnapps and house-made hot
Back by popular demand is a hol- chocolate. Reservations can be
iday take away menu with two made on Tock. 9500 Wilshire Blvd.,
appetizers, one entree, an array of (310)275-5200.

HOLIDAY SEASON
DINING & EVENTS
BY JILL WEINLEIN

Christmas at Culina
Celebrate Christmas Eve with
friends and family with dinner at
Culina. Chef Giovanni Spataro is
preparing a four-course menu for
$145 per person and a supplemental
wine pairing for $95. A lavish
Christmas Day buffet, served from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., will offer breakfast favorites, seafood and sushi
options, farmers market salads and
artisan cheese. Visit the carving station for “buffalo style” turkey
wings and fried turkey legs, cinnamon honey glazed ham and roast
prime rib. The buffet is $159 for
adults and $75 for children ages 12
and under. 300 S. Doheny Drive,
(310)860-4000.

Santa Brunch at
The Peninsula
A festive spin on Belvedere’s traditional brunch will be held on Dec.

Christmas at
THEBlvd

Beverly Wilshire
boasts festive menu

Order
Now
for the
Holidays

The Cat & Fiddle Pub & Restaurant

Choose from the restaurant’s full menu or enjoy a three-course holiday meal on Christmas Eve at The Cat & Fiddle or The menu features
beef wellington, a holiday roasted turkey with apple and walnut stuffing
and sweet potato casserole. For vegan diners, the chef is making a nut
roast wellington. Finish with sticky toffee pudding served with fresh
whipped cream. Pair the holiday feast with mulled wine. Each guest
receives a Christmas cracker in every order. The menu ranges from $30
to $42 a person and reservations are required for dine from 1-9 p.m.
Order early for takeaway, with pick up on Dec. 24. The restaurant is
closed from Dec. 25-26. 742 N. Highland Ave., (323)468-3800

warm chilly mornings
with our hot stacks!!

Prime Rib
All Natural, Hormone & Antibiotic Free
“The Best Prime Rib You’ll Ever Eat”

Colorado
Leg of Lamb

Banana
Pumpkin
Blackberry

Bone-in or Butterflied

Tomahawk Steaks • Filet Mignon
Crown Roast of Pork • Ham, Turkey

Blueberry
Strawberry
Nutella

Chocolate Chip
Cinnamon Apple
Reese’s

Du-par’s
Famous
Original

For Christmas Morning!

Griddle At Home!
Pancake Batter
32 oz. - $11.95 • 16 oz. $9.95

6333 W. Third St.

+ melted butter & syrup

In The Original
Farmers Market

323.938.5131

NEW HOURS
Open Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-6:30pm
Sat. & Sun. 6am - 6:30pm

marcondas.com
6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Follow Us!
@duparsfm
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HauteMess offers
holiday meals

Stop in before the holidays for
gorgeous gift baskets and hostess
gifts. The neighborhood Italian
market and deli will also be open on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
Enjoy cocktails, festive sandwiches
and exquisite salads during the holidays. 7673 Beverly Blvd.,
(323)621-4556.

Della Terra

The charming Northern Italian
Trattoria with an intimate wine cellar will be open on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day for a festive dinner. Guests can enjoy the ambiance
and cuisine of Italy in the main dining room or in a private dining room
for up to 20 people. 7675 Beverly
Blvd., (323)933-7675.

A.O.C. is open for
Christmas Eve

On Dec. 24, dine at A.O.C. for a
festive traditional meal. Both loca-

tions will be closed on Christmas
and New Year’s Day. Reservations
for New Year’s Eve are available
starting at 6 p.m. online at
aocwinebar.com, OpenTable or by
calling either location. 8700 W. 3rd
St., (310)859-9859 and 11648 San
Vicente Blvd., (310)806-6464.

Du-par’s pancakes
with Santa
Bring the kids to Du-par’s Dec.
18 and 25 and enjoy a kid’s pancake breakfast of one pancake of
any style, one egg, bacon or
sausage, a visit with Santa and
party favors for $13.95. (Kids price
only.) Kids will enjoy making holiday crafts while listening to holiday music and waiting for Santa’s
grand entrance at 11 a.m. and at 1
p.m. Kids and parents alike can
savor Du-par’s frothy hot chocolate, delicious pastries or a hearty,
adult-sized breakfast (additional
charge). If you’re looking for a
take-home holiday feast, enquire
with Frances about Du-par’s
holiday ham or turkey meals for up
to 10 people. 6333 W. 3rd St.,
Farmers Market. (323)933-8446.

Order Holiday
Poultry Now

Melrose Rooftop
Theatre gets festive

Transport to a winter wonderland
that embraces the holiday cheer
with screenings of holiday
favorites, including “Elf” on
Christmas Eve. There are two viewing options, starting with a general
admission seating for $28 per person. A complete dinner and a movie
package, including a three-course
tasting menu from E.P. restaurant, is
$49 per person. melroserooftoptheatre.com . 603 N. La Cienega Blvd.,
(310)855-9955.

OTOTO ‘Christmas
Set’ JFC Dinner

Chef and owner Charles Namba
is making Colonel Sanders’ style
fried chicken for guests to bring
home. OTOTO’s JFC (Japanese
fried chicken) dinner includes five
pieces of bone-in buttermilk fried
chicken along with sides of shrimp
macaroni gratin, daikon salad, cabbage slaw with sweet potato vinegar, a large biscuit from the restaurant All Day Baby and a strawberry
See page 18

Sugar Goat cakes at Girl & the Goat

Chef Stephanie Izards’ bakery Sugar Goat now offers items for purchase at the Girl & the Goat downtown location. Along with Pastry Chef
De Cuisine Faith Taheny, Izard offers a range of six-inch cakes that feed
four to eight people. Traditional flavors include “All the Chocolate,
“Citrus Cake” and “Breakfast in Lima,” made with plantain cake, a coffee-lime caramel filling and chocolate ganache. It’s finished with a coffee-lime buttercream chocolate crunch. Guests can order the cakes for
pick up at Girl & the Goat between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 555-3 Mateo St.,
(213)799-4628.

Order Now for the Holidays!
Prime Rib, Crown Roast of Pork,
Whole Filet Mignon, Lamb Racks
Kruse Whole or Half Hams,
Kurobuta Berkshire Pork, Suckling Pigs,
Certified Akaushi Beef

BEST SELECTION OF TURKEYS
H Free Range & Organic Turkeys,
Diestel, Shelton, GoldenHarvest
H Pheasant, Geese, Duck, Quail, Squab, Capons,
Rabbit, Organic Eggs, Quail Eggs, Egg Nog

At the Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St. #216
(323) 936-8158
farmersmarketpoultry.com

USDA Dry Aged Beef
Cut to order - Tomahawk Bone-in Ribeye • Porterhouse
T-Bone • Bone-in New York • Bone-in Ribeye
Harris Ranch All Natural Prime Beef • Colorado Lamb
Japanese Wagyu Beef

At the Original Farmers Market • 6333 W. 3rd St. #350
(323) 938-5383 • huntingtonmeats.com
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roll cake from Konbi. The chiffon
cake is rolled with mascarpone
whipped cream and homemade
strawberry jam. The special dinner
is $58 and is available in limited
quantities. Pre-order for pick up on
Dec. 22-23. OTOTO offers a variety of sake to pair with the dinner.
Order on Tock. 1360 Allison Ave.,
(213)784-7930.

The Godfrey Hotel
Hollywood
The largest rooftop bar in
Hollywood has been transformed
into a festive, life-size gingerbread
house decked with royal icing,
candy canes and gingerbread men.
Through the end of the month, visitors can order from a gingerbreadthemed menu, featuring ginger cardamon sticky buns and cookies,
DIY gingerbread making kits, a gingerbread martini and spiked
eggnog. The rooftop is decorated
with candy-inspired throw pillows,
ruby red poinsettias and festive
lights wrapped around palm trees.
1400 Cahuenga Blvd., (323)7621000.
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Holiday dinner at
Fairmont Miramar
The Fairmont Miramar’s flagship
farm-to-table restaurant FIG,
helmed by director of culinary
experience Jason Prendergast, will
offer an indulgent menu of seasonal
dishes and holiday-inspired specials. It’s open on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day from 5-10 p.m.
Reservations are available via Resy
or by calling the restaurant. 101
Wilshire Blvd., (310)319-3111.

Sugar Palm
Christmas sunset
Dine under palm trees this
Christmas while enjoying a threecourse prix fixe menu from 3-10
p.m. The menu includes an amuse
bouche, appetizer, entree and
dessert. Dine on the outdoor
patio, poolside bar or indoor
lounge. The menu is $95 per guest
or $79 for the vegan entrée. A full
beverage menu is available to pair
with the courses. Reservations
can be made on OpenTable and
private cabanas are available by

calling. 1819
(310)260-7511.

Ocean

Ave.,

Holiday flavors at
Sweet Rose
Chef Jen Bolbat and her team are
making festive ice cream flavors,
such as peppermint patty, spiced
gingerbread and brown sugar butter
pecan. Bags of holiday cookies and
candies for stocking stuffers and
secret Santa gifts will also be sold.
Bags of dairy-free iced gingerbread
cookies, chocolate-covered honeycomb and chocolate chip pecan
cookies will be sold for $8. Visit
Sweet Rose Creamery at the
Brentwood Country Mart and Main
Street shop. 225 26th St., Suite 51,
(310)260-2663, and 2726 Main St.,
(310)260-2663.

n/soto pop-up
Get a peek into what n/naka’s
Niki Nakayama and Carole IidaNakayama are set to present when
they open n/soto in Mid City in late
January, 2022. An n/soto pop-up
will be held at the Japanese

American Cultural and Community
Center’s brand new culinary facility. Chef Yoji Tajima, along with
Nakayama and Iida-Nakayama,
have created two California
Japanese izakaya holiday menus.
With a focus on market-driven
products, the menu features eight
courses that include snow crab with
tosazu jelly, temarizushi with
wagyu beef Tatami and oyster, tori
kamameshi donabe (chicken kettle
rice) and lobster tail with miso butter. A seasonal dessert will provide
a sweet ending. Early and late seating is available for Dec. 22-23,
while early seating will be offered
on Dec. 24. From Dec. 29-31 n/soto
will feature a smaller version of
Japan’s New Year’s feast. Both
menus are priced at $160 per person. Reservations can be made
through n/soto’s Resy page. 244
San Pedro St., (323)879-9455.

Louise’s Trattoria
helps families

The team from Louise’s
Trattoria is donating holiday
meals
to
the
HoldYou
Foundation, Inc., to help nourish
families with critically ill chil-

Visit with
Santa
11am &
1 pm!

Ho!
Ho !
Ho!

Dec. 18 & 25

❅ $13.95 ❅

Ho!
Ho !
Ho!

The Hollywood
Roosevelt
Join the fun tonight from 7-11 p.m.
at the hotel’s Tropicana Pool. Wear
an ugly Christmas sweater for a
chance to receive a free night at the
hotel. The event is free for hotel
guests and $20 for visitors, and
includes one complimentary cocktail. Enjoy food, drinks, classic
movie scenes and a DJ. Bring a new
toy to donate to Toys for Tots. Other
festivities will be held in the recently-renovated lobby. Enjoy lite bites
by Nancy Silverton’s team and craft
cocktails from the bar while listening
to merry music from a local jazz
band. The Barish will be open for
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve
dinner from 5-10 p.m. A Night at
Studio 54 New Year’s Eve Party will
bring the style of the disco era to
Tropicana Pool from 9 a.m. to 2 a.m.
on Dec. 31. Tickets are $65. 7000
Hollywood Blvd., (323)856-1970.

Chocolate Pecan Pie

Holiday
Crafts
Holiday
Music

dren. When guests make a purchase through Dec. 21, they can
round up their bill to help a family
in need. 10645 W. Pico Blvd.,
(310)475-6084, and 232 N.
Larchmont Blvd., (323)962-9510.

Holiday Pie Menu
Pumpkin
Pecan
Mincemeat
Cinnamon Apple
Raspberry
Strawberry Cream

Includes 1 pancake
1egg, sausage or bacon
visit with Santa
& favors!

First
Come
First
Served

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446
(323) 933-8447

Open M-F
6:30 am- 7:30 pm
Sat. & Sun
6 am- 7:30pm
Hours subject to
change

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax • (323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447
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A wonderful evening of wine at Ospero
At the Pendry West Hollywood,
diners enjoy views of the Los
Angeles skyline, including striking
scenes of downtown and Sunset
Boulevard. At the more casual
European-style café, Ospero, diners soak in the lights and sounds of
a bustling L.A. I began the evening
with a flute of sparkling wine on
the terrace, and the effervescent
drink complemented the twinkling
view.
At a special wine dinner, each
guest was seated at a beautifully set
table and began the meal with a
perfect sphere of tuna tartare
accompanied by thin slices of
toasted bread.
The tuna was enhanced with citrus oil, Serrano chili and pine nuts,
and the cracker-like bread offered
so many pleasing flavors and textures with each bite.
Seated at the head of the table
was Charlotte Selles, the general
manager of the Robert Mondavi
Winery at Constellation Brands,
who included some of her favorite
wines to enhance the multi-course
dinner.
The first wine poured was a
Napa Valley 2019 Sauvignon
Blanc from the Robert Mondavi
Winery, priced around $23.
“This is one of Mondavi’s starter
wines that is distributed all over the
world to introduce and engage
wine drinkers to the Mondavi
brand,” Selles said.
The wine offered creamy lemon
curd flavors with notes of Asian
pear and the faintest hint of white
blossoms. It’s an ideal wine to
serve with fish, and it also paired
nicely with the second course
served – charred octopus on a
brick-red Romesco sauce. What
made this dish dazzle were the
meaty chickpeas and pickled
Fresno chilies, adding a taste of
earthy spiciness.
For our entrée, the wine steward
poured another bottle from the
Robert Mondavi Winery, this time
a 2018 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon.
The wine offered black plum and
clove to the nose, and vibrant ripe
dark cherry and baking spices in
flavor. The beautiful texture
offered a finely-structured finish,
adding layers of complexity.
Each sip paired well with a generous portion of Snake River

By Jill Weinlein
Farms’ eye of ribeye steak,
enhanced with a vinegary verde
chimichurri sauce and fluffy potato
puree.
While enjoying our entrée, we
received a new pour of wine from
a bottle of 2018 To Kalon Cabernet
Sauvignon. To Kalon, meaning
highest beauty in Greek, produces
outstanding Napa Valley Cabernet
Sauvignon.
“It’s a young stallion that will
become more strong and powerful
in 10 to 30 years,” Selles said.
Before the end of the meal, we
each received a small glass of
Robert Mondavi Winery 2018

Suavito. It was to be enjoyed with
Executive Pastry Chef Francois
Behuet's crispy white cloud of
pavlova.
The dessert was shaped like a
flower and filled with a passion
fruit and mango compote, with a
scoop of pale, orange-colored passion fruit sorbet.
“This wine is playful, and it’s a
once-in-a-lifetime wine,” Selles
said.
After one sip, I noticed an
expressive bouquet of honeysuckle, jasmine and Meyer lemon curd,
with a lovely balance of apricot,
honey and spice flavors.
“Made in a one block with
expressive fruit, at Mondavi they
age this in tanks and French oak
barrels,” Selles said.
Apart from the wine dinner, the
regular menu at Ospero offers signature Wolfgang Puck wood-fired
pizzas, pastas and garden-fresh salads. Puck redefines the concept of
casual dining with exceptional
wines and cocktails. Ospero is
open daily for breakfast, grab-andgo pizza, lunch and dinner. $$
8430 Sunset Blvd., (323)918-3420.

photo by Jill Weinlein

The Snake River Farms’ rib eye steak is meaty and offers delicious marbling.

Rockin the Tavern Sun. Dec. 19, 5 pm

photo courtesy of Le Méridien Pasadena Arcadia

Le Méridien’s High Tea and Highballs will be served with a wintry
twist.

Sip holiday high tea and highballs

This winter, revel in style and
celebrate the art of entertaining at
Le Méridien Pasadena Arcadia.
Inspired by the allure of Alpine
resorts, the hotel is toasting the
holiday season with a special winter package. Guests will receive
breakfast for two and a complimentary destination-inspired seasonal cocktail. Guests can book
the package through Jan. 31.
Through Jan. 2, the hotel’s High
Tea and Highballs will get a wintry twist. Special tea-infused cocktails, a tower of savory and sweet
treats and festive decor make for a
fun
holiday
afternoon.
Reservations are available every
Thursday through Saturday from
2-5 p.m.
Mélange, the hotel’s AsianEuropean fine dining destination,
will serve a prix-fixe menu for
Christmas. The menu, which costs
$125 a person, includes traditional
favorites as well as classics with a

twist, such as prime rib served
with parsnip puree, and pumpkin
gnocchi with brown sugar.
Ring in the new year with a dinner at Mélange before joining a
classic New Year’s Eve celebration, complete with an open bar,
light bites, music and a photobooth.
Throughout the month, happy
hour will be served from 4-7 p.m.
on Monday through Thursday at
Longitude 118. Sip on a lychee
margarita while smooth jazz plays
on the patio.
Every Saturday and Sunday,
enjoy brunch at Mélange from 7
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sip house libations,
such as “Show Pony” and “Not
Your Standard Espresso Martini,”
and indulge in savory dishes from
yuzu ricotta pancakes to a traditional Japanese breakfast bento.
For
information,
visit
marriot.com/hotels/travel/laxmele-meridien-pasadena-arcadia or
call (626)777-6699.

Make Your
Christmas Holidays
Merry & Bright!
Party Paper Goods, Decorations, Garland,
Yard Lights, Christmas Lights, Plastic Yard
Decorations, Santa Hats & Stockings,
Balloons, Giftwrap, Bows, Ribbbons,
Centerpieces, Banners & More!
10% off all merchandise in the store
with this coupon! • exp 12/31/21
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

Support Small Business!
Thank you for your patronage!

English Pub Fare
Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
Full Bar
MARKETTAVERNLA.COM
Beer on Tap

5969 Melrose Ave.
(corner of Wilcox)

(323)467-7124
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LAUSD selects Miami education Melvoin offers holiday wishes from LAUSD
leader as next superintendent
The Los Angeles Unified
School District Board of
Education on Dec. 14 welcomed
Alberto M. Carvalho as the next
superintendent of schools.
The
board
announced
Carvalho’s selection on Dec. 9
and approved his contract on Dec.
14. Carvalho has served as the
superintendent of Miami-Dade
County Public Schools since
2008. The school district is the
fourth largest in the country and
has experienced sustained growth
in student achievement under
Carvalho’s leadership, LAUSD
board members said.
Carvalho grew up in Portugal
and was the first member of his
family to graduate from high
school. He emigrated to the
United States shortly after graduation and supported himself by
working as a day laborer and busboy. He began his career in education as a science teacher in
Miami-Dade County, where he
later served in multiple roles,
including assistant principal and
chief communications officer
before being selected as superintendent of schools.
“It has been the privilege of my
life to serve as superintendent of
Miami-Dade County Public
Schools,” Carvalho said. “For the
last three decades, I have selflessly dedicated my professional
career to the children of Miami’s
diverse community, and I am hoping to bring that same passion,
compassion and commitment to
the students and families in L.A.
Unified.”
Carvalho will replace interim
LAUSD Superintendent Megan
K. Reilly, who has led the district
since July 1. Reilly succeeded former
Superintendent Austin
Beutner, who stepped down at the
end of June after serving the district for three years.
“Alberto Carvalho brings the
deep experience we need as an
educator and leader of a large
urban district to manage L.A.
Unified’s ongoing response to and
recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic,” LAUSD Board
President Kelly Gonez said. “As
the longtime Miami-Dade superintendent, he established a clear
record of positive student outcomes and has relentlessly
worked toward greater equity for
historically underserved communities. I know he will continue
that focus in Los Angeles, and he
is ready for the challenges and
opportunities ahead of us.”
“I join all of my colleagues in
welcoming Alberto Carvalho to

photo courtesy of LAUSD

Alberto M. Carvalho has served
as superintendent of Miami-Dade
County Public Schools since
2008.

Los Angeles,” Board Vice
President Nick Melvoin added.
“With a long-tenured, proven
track record in Miami and deep
knowledge of teaching and learning, he is the right person to lead
L.A. Unified students out of this
pandemic into a better future. We
have no doubt that he will continue to lead with empathy, bringing
his personal history as an immigrant and English learner to bear,
and work alongside parents, students, teachers and the broader
community to realize a vision of
success for all students.”
Carvalho’s leadership helped
Miami-Dade County Public
Schools become one of the
nation’s
highest-performing
urban school districts. The district received accreditation from
AdvancEd in 2014 and was
named the 2014 College Board
Advanced Placement Equity and
Excellence District of the Year,
as well as the 2012 winner of the
Broad
Prize
for
Urban
Education.
“On behalf of the entire board,
I want to sincerely thank interim
Superintendent Megan K. Reilly
for her leadership of our district
during an extraordinarily challenging time,” Gonez said.
“Superintendent Reilly has successfully overseen a return to full
in-person learning, managed
[during] the emergence of the
Delta variant, implemented an
employee vaccination requirement and overcame unprecedented challenges as we continue to
respond to the pandemic and its
effects.”
For information, visit lausd.net.

Beverly Hills gala supports
Israel Philharmonic
The American Friends of the
Israel Philharmonic held its 2021
Los Angeles Gala on Dec. 12 at the
Beverly Hills Hotel. The gala honored the organization’s West Coast
leadership, Camille and Arnon
Adar, and raised funds for the philharmonic’s education initiatives
and musical programming.
James Ackerman, AFIPO president, presented the honor to the Adars.
Abigail and Tanner Tananbaum
served as chairs of the gala.
“Whether presenting intimate
chamber music performances,
assembling as a full orchestra in the

world’s most prestigious concert
halls or offering unique digital programming or live performances, the
Israel Philharmonic continues to
bring communities together in celebration of Israel’s creative spirit and
in recognition of the world’s preeminent Jewish and Israeli talent,”
Tananbaum said.
The Israel Philharmonic String
Quartet returned for the first time in
two years and performed works by
Tchaikovsky, Mendelssohn and
Shostakovich. The gala concluded
with dinner and music. For information, visit afipo.org.

As this unprecedented semester
draws to a close in our Los
Angeles Unified schools, I want
to wish all of the families and
school communities a joyful holiday season and a happy, healthy
new year. Thank you for your
continued partnership and support
of local public schools. This
year’s return to school would not
have been possible without the
communitywide efforts we’ve
seen.
This week, the board voted
unanimously to finalize the selection of Alberto Carvalho as
LAUSD’s next superintendent.
With a long-tenured track record
of success in Miami, deep knowledge of teaching and learning,
and unique ability to act as both
an agent of change and a unifying
force, he is the right person to
lead LAUSD students out of this
pandemic into a better future.
Carvalho comes to Los Angeles
with more than an illustrious
resume – his personal journey as
an immigrant and English learner
who overcame homelessness has
undoubtedly ingrained in him the
transformative power of a great
education. We have no doubt that
he will continue to lead with
empathy, and work alongside parents, students, teachers and the
broader community to realize a
vision of opportunity and success
for all our kids.
While we await our new superintendent’s arrival early in the
new year, our work continues to
navigate the path to recovery in
our school communities. We are
hiring additional school staff and
working with partners to get more
caring adults on campuses so we
can help our kids heal and learn
after the crisis they’ve endured.
To help ensure that our students, families and school communities have the best possible
learning environments, we are
continuing to plan and approve
new campus upgrades and projects across the district. These
plans include a major moderniza-

tion project for the Fairfax High
campus, an exciting opportunity
to preserve the historic nature of
the campus while creating a 21st
century learning space for the current generation of students.
This semester, and the year that
preceded it, demonstrated firsthand how valuable in-person
learning truly is for our families.
As I spent time visiting classrooms over the past few months,
I’ve been reminded of the innovative lessons, engaging activities
and individual connections that
help our kids learn and grow.
Our efforts also include safety
measures to make sure that schools
remain open for in-person learning. As we continue to offer and
encourage vaccines for all those
eligible, nearly 90% of our eligible
students ages 12 and up have
received their vaccination shot. At
the same time, we also want to
ensure that as many students as
possible can continue to learn and
grow in a safe in-person learning
environment, particularly students

hardest hit by this pandemic. This
includes delaying the transfer of
students not in compliance with
the vaccine requirement to the
online program until fall of 2022.
To help reassure families and
keep school communities as safe
as possible in the new year, the
district will also conduct baseline
testing when students and staff
return from winter break in
January. Assuming health conditions remain steady, we will begin
easing certain safety restrictions
in accordance with county public
health guidelines in February.
I will continue to push for
LAUSD to follow public health
guidance as conditions evolve
and we get closer to a sense of
normalcy for our students. And,
as always, I will continue pushing
for students and families to be at
the center of our decisions to meet
their needs and get through the
pandemic together.
-LAUSD Board Vice President
Nick Melvoin

photo courtesy of LAUSD Board Vice President Nick Melvoin’s office

LAUSD Board Vice President Nick Melvoin recently visited students at
West Hollywood Elementary School.
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Dodgers hit home run
with day of service
The Los Angeles Dodgers and
Los Angeles County Department
of Mental Health hosted a day of
service at the New Village Girls
Academy on Dec. 11.
The New Village Girls
Academy offers educational training, access to free medical care
and mental health counseling to
students. The organization focuses
on highlighting a student’s talents
and skills, regardless of their educational level.
Volunteers helped revitalize the
school’s outdoor courtyard, which
doubles as a lunch area, outdoor
classroom and meditation area.
“L.A. County Department of
Mental Health is proud to participate in service days to improve
The
New
Village
Girls
Academy,” said Jonathan Sherin,
director of Los Angeles County
Department of Mental Health.
“Our partnership with the L.A.
Dodgers in carrying out this
effort is a way for our employees
to serve our community while
bolstering organizations whose
mission to provide mental health
services to youth align with those
of LACDMH.
“Now more than ever, during a
national crisis facing the mental
health and wellbeing of our youth,

The New Village Girls Academy
fills an important role in offering
free mental health counseling and
medical care to their students,
enabling the girls to grow both
socially and emotionally and learn
to their highest potential.”
The project included landscaping the area’s side wall, painting
various surfaces, adding tree landscaping and assembling and
installing new patio furniture.
Volunteers also designed walking
paths in the zen garden and installed
plants to accentuate the safe space.
“New Village Academy holds a
very special place in my heart and
that of the Dodger Organization as
a whole,” said Naomi Rodriguez,
Dodger vice president of external
affairs and community relations.
“The opportunity to reimagine the
meditation and outdoor space at
New Village Academy by transforming it into a more tranquil and
calming space is our way of helping to elevate the important work
of this school. Lifting these young
women up not only through education, but by also teaching them
mental health exercises like meditation, is truly the work that will
transform their lives.”
For
information,
visit
dodgers.com.

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Dodgers

The Dodgers and the Los Angeles County Department of Mental
Health revitalized a portion of New Village Girls Academy.

Ortiz Franklin celebrates
one year in office

Board Member Tanya Ortiz
Franklin, who represents District
7, has officially served one year on
the Los Angeles Unified Board of
Education.
Since taking office, Franklin has
advocated for more equity-based
policies and budgeting and has
authored or co-authored 10 resolutions, including resolutions aimed
at exploring master-based learning
and grading, closing the digital
divide to improve distance learning, accelerating achievement
through equity in action and accelerating college access.
In addition to the resolutions,
she has worked alongside her colleagues to implement $790 million
in equity-based funding initiatives,
including the Student Equity
Needs Index and Black Student
Achievement Plan.
“I’m proud of the relationships
we’ve built, the collaboration
we’ve cultivated and the courage
we’ve mustered in our first year,
alongside my board colleagues
and district leadership at all lev-

els,” Franklin said. “The ultimate
measure of our impact will, of
course, be seen with student outcome data in June and beyond, but
I am hopeful about our opportunities for educational justice in the
district that raised me, gave me my
first job and supported my leadership journey, along with so many
others.”
As a former Los Angeles
Unified educator and alumna,
Franklin made it a priority to foster
authentic and responsive relationships with her school communities. One of her first goals as a new
board member was to visit all
schools within her district at least
once and visit her highest-need
schools multiple times, which she
has accomplished with 450 visits.
Franklin also organized 53 community events, including meet and
greets, listening sessions, town
halls, community conversations
and home visits on topics such as
the Black Student Achievement
Plan, return to campus plan and
student vaccine mandate.

Gonez re-elected as LAUSD board president

Kelly Gonez was re-elected
board president of the Los Angeles
Unified School District, the
nation’s largest school district with
an elected school board.
Nick Melvoin has been re-elected as vice president and chair of the
Committee of the Whole.
Gonez is the only parent on the
School Board with young children,
and she grew up in an immigrant
family in the district she now represents, encompassing much of the
East San Fernando Valley. She has
served on the board since 2017.
Her election last year as president
made her the youngest female and

the first millennial to lead the
board.
“I want to thank my colleagues
for the opportunity to continue
serving the board and the families
of Los Angeles Unified in the role
of president,” Gonez said. “Our
work is so important, especially as
we continue to confront the
COVID-19 pandemic. I am proud
of the way we have come together
over the past year to develop our
board vision for the school district
through our board goals and
guardrails, our work around our
federal relief funds, COVID-19
safety protocols, and most recently,

around our superintendent search
process.”
“I was proud to nominate board
president Gonez for a second term
and congratulate her on being
reelected to continue her steady
leadership during a period of transition for the district,” Melvoin said.
“I am also humbled to have been
selected again as board vice president and chair of the Committee of
the Whole. I thank my colleagues
for their support and look forward
to working together to lead our students, families and school communities into a better and brighter
future.”

Get ready for holiday fun at the Farmers Market

Get into the Christmas spirit by
joining the Original Farmers
Market for a week of fun and festive entertainment for the whole
family.
Beginning on Dec. 17, enjoy a
range of holiday performances and
events.
From 7-9 p.m. on the West Patio,
join Tom Kenny and the Hi-Seas, a
band that specializes in rock ‘n’ roll
dance music.
From 2-4 p.m. on Dec. 18, Gregg
Young and the 2nd Street Steel
Drum Band will play, followed by
Rick Whitfield and Shae Best
R&B/Pop Christmas from 4-6 p.m.
Dickensian carolers will stroll
through the market from noon to 3
p.m. on Dec. 20, and guests can
laugh at The Comedy Antics of
Santa’s Elf Mickey O at 12:30 p.m.
and 2 p.m. From 1-4 p.m., make a
snowman sock with Art2Go.

The carolers will again sing
through the market from noon to 3
p.m. on Dec. 21. While listening,
guests can make an ornament to take
home. Bob Baker Marionettes
Holiday Spectacular will show at
12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m., followed by
DJ Ricky’s Rockin’ Holiday Tunes
from 3-5 p.m.
On Dec. 22, participate in gift wrapping with the Salvation Army from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m., or listen to music performed by the Dickensian carolers
from noon to 3 p.m., the Noelles Doo
Wop Christmas at 1:30 p.m. and 3:30
p.m., and the Susie Hansen Latin Band
from 5-7 p.m.
Wrap some more gifts on Dec. 23
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. before relaxing with Larr O Williams & Friends
Funky & Smooth Jazz from 4-6
p.m. The Long Shadows Christmas
Jamboree will be held from 7-9 p.m.
Finally, on Christmas Eve, wrap

photo courtesy of the Farmers Market

The Original Farmers Market has
a slate of holiday-themed activities planned in the week leading
up to Christmas.

last-minute purchases with the
Salvation Army from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. and dance to the musical
stylings of the Carlos Y Charlos
Conjunto Trio from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The schedule is subject to
change. For information, visit farmersmarketla.com.
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Hero Theatre commissions Quijada

Hero Theatre has commissioned
Emmy-award nominated composer
Brian Quijada as the newest addition to Nuestro Planeta, a 10-year
multimedia new works initiative
that focuses on educating Latiné
film and theater audiences about
environmental justice within the
Americas.
Quijada will create an original
piece with music about the climate
crisis, specifically in Central
America. The series is the first collaboration between Hero Theatre
and its offshoot, Hero Multimedia,
which is newly formed to create
and produce scripted film and television narratives around environmental and social justice issues.
“I love that Brian creates out of a
passion for social justice,” founding
artistic director Elisa Bocanegra
said. “I want Nuestro Planeta to
address how the climate crisis
affects Central American communi-

ties. Brian, being SalvadoreanAmerican, feels a deep personal
connection to the project. We’re
both very excited for this.”
Previous Nuestro Planeta commissions include writers Diana
Burbano, who will pen the
Colombia installment, and Paloma
Sierra, whose project will center on
Puerto Rico.
Quijada is an actor, playwright
and composer whose original work
has been developed and produced
across the country. His hip-hop solo
show “Where Did We Sit on the
Bus?” has been produced at Victory
Gardens, Geva Theatre, Teatro
Vista and Ensemble Studio Theatre.
His play “Kid Prince and Pablo”
premiered at the Kennedy Center in
2019. His plays have been developed at The Kennedy Center,
Pittsburgh CLO’s Spark Festival,
Victory Gardens’ Ignition Festival,
New Stage and The Eugene O’Neill

Theater Center’s National Musical
Theatre Conference.
Quijadas’s song “The Always
Song” was the 2021 Hispanic Heritage
Month song for Nickelodeon.
For information, visit herotheatre.org.
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Brian Quijada’s song was selected
as Nickelodeon’s 2021 Hispanic
Heritage Month song.

Petersen highlights the hypercar

The
Petersen Automotive
Museum’s new exhibit “Hypercars:
The Allure of the Extreme,” a
showcase of the fastest, most
expensive and exclusive cars in the
world is now open to the public.
Over the next 18 months,
“Hypercars” will rotate up to 30
vehicles that highlight what hypercars stand for and why they have
taken the automotive world by
storm.
The Petersen Museum defines a
hypercar as a vehicle that exists at
the highest echelon of performance,
technological advancement, price
and rarity.
Vehicles on display include the
Aria FXE concept, Bugatti Veyron
16.4, Caparo T1, Devel Sixteen,
Ferrari
LaFerrari
Aperta,
Hennessey Venom F5 (Design
Model), Koenigsegg Agera RS
Final Edition, McLaren Speedtail,
NIO EP9, Delage D12, Pagani
Huayra Hermes Edition, RAESR
Tachyon Speed and Rimac Concept
One.
The exibit will also include two
motorcycles that fit the description,
including the Lotus C-01 and Aston
Martin AMB 001. The Czinger 21C
will make occasional, brief appear-
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The 2019 Nio EP9 is one of the hypercars on display.

ances, and will be on display for the
last two weeks of the year.
“We’re excited to host a variety
of hypercars in one exhibit,” executive director Terry L. Karges said.
“Audiences already have been
enthralled by seeing some of the
world’s most astonishing vehicles
up-close.”
The exhibit will showcase projects from well-known marques
and smaller startups that have fascinated audiences with their perfor-

photo courtesy of the Hollywood Museum

Celebrities trim Hollywood Museum tree

Celebrities gathered at The Hollywood Museum on Dec. 8 to sign
ornaments and trim the traditional tree in the museum’s lobby. Alison
Arngrim, known for her role as Nellie Oleson on “Little House on the
Prairie” was among the celebraties to add her hand-decorated ornament
to the tree.
Other participating celebrities included Alice Amter, Ann Walker,
Darby Hinton, Del Shores, Diane Lansleen, Hank Garrett, Jean Kasem,
Jerry Mathers, Kim Karath, Lee Purcell, Rico Anderson and Steve
Wishnoff, among others. The tree can be seen throughout the holiday
season. The museum is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday through
Sunday. For information, visit thehollywoodmuseum.com or call
(323)464-7776.

mance, cutting-edge technological
breakthroughs or beauty.
“Hypercars: The Allure of the
Extreme” is located in the Bruce
Meyer Family Gallery and the
museum lobby. The exhibit is split
into two successive parts, the first
of which is on display until Sept.
22, 2022. The second wave of vehicles will arrive on Sept. 17, 2022,
and leave on May 14, 2023.
For
information,
visit
petersen.org.

LGBT center celebrates
AIDS/LifeCycle riders

The Los Angeles LGBT Center
held the AIDS/LifeCycle Holiday
Party on Dec. 7 to raise awareness
about the fundraising bicycle ride
each June and celebrate funds
raised thus far by participants.
“We have crossed the $3 million mark – make some noise,”
senior recruitment coordinator
Albert Ontiveras told the crowd of
150 people gathered in Pride Hall
at the Los Angeles LGBT Center’s
Anita May Rosenstein Campus.
“As a community, we have the
opportunity to reach higher than
we ever have. Surely we have a
record-breaking year ahead of us.”
The AIDS/LifeCycle is a 545mile bike ride from San Francisco
to Los Angeles that will be held
from June 5-11, 2022. It benefits
HIV/AIDS-related services provided by the Los Angeles LGBT
Center and the San Francisco AIDS
Foundation.
The COVID-19 pandemic forced
the 2020 and 2021 rides to be canceled. Center officials said many
people have already signed up and
are raising funds.
“Thank you for choosing to be
part of this community, for doing
something most would never
think of doing, for riding 545
miles, for raising money for people you’ve never met, and for letting so many folks know that you
are there in the good times and the
bad,” ride director Tracy Evans
told the partygoers.
Virtual fundraising events were
held during the pandemic, including
the
first
AIDS/LifeCycle@HOME event
in 2020, which raised $8.1 mil-

lion, and 2021’s TogetheRide,
which raised $2.6 million. In
2019, ride participants had raised
more than $16.7 million, the
largest fundraising amount in the
event’s history.
Los Angeles LGBT Center
Executive
Director
Joe
Hollendoner said despite lower
fundraising totals during the pandemic, no HIV-related programs
or services were reduced.
“However, we’re at a crisis
point,” he said. “If AIDS/LifeCycle
2022 does not happen or it is not a
success, I cannot ensure that we
will continue to be able to operate
unharmed by this pandemic. That’s
why your fortitude, resiliency and
commitment to our community is
important.”
Hollendoner will succeed Lorri
L. Jean as the center’s chief executive officer when she retires in
July 2022. He is the former CEO
of the San Francisco AIDS
Foundation.
The center provides more than
3,300 patients living with HIV
with free primary care services at
its Jeffrey Goodman Special Care
Clinic. It also provides HIV testing, counseling and STD treatment, and access to PrEP (Preexposure Prophylaxis) and PEP
(Post-exposure Prophylaxis).
“It is ultimately this community
that’s going to bring us to the day
when the HIV epidemic is over,”
Hollendoner said. “And you’re
going to do that by bringing us
545 miles closer to that finish line
this June.”
For information and to register,
visit aidslifecycle.org.

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles LGBT Center

Cyclists will ride from San Francisco to Los Angeles from June 5-11,
2022, during the AIDS LifeCycle.
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Getty Museum acquires bust of Germanicus
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Danny Glover co-founded the Pan African Film Festival along with Ja’Net
Dubois and Ayuko Babu.

Glover named PAFF ambassador

Actor Danny Glover will serve
as the Pan African Film Festival’s
2022 celebrity ambassador.
The 30th annual festival, which
celebrates Black stories and images
through film, visual art and other
creative expression, will be held inperson and online Feb. 8-21.
Glover is a co-founder of the
PAFF along with the late
actress Ja’Net Dubois and Pan
African affairs expert Ayuko
Babu. In January, Glover is
scheduled to receive the 2022 Jean
Hersholt Humanitarian Award from
the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences for his contributions to filmmaking and the world.
“The role of the PAFF celebrity
ambassador is to broaden public
awareness of the festival as well as its
mission,” Babu, who also serves as
executive director, said. “Since 1992,
Danny has made the Pan African
Film Festival and supporting Black
filmmakers a priority, and so it naturally made sense for him to be the
festival’s celebrity ambassador as we
celebrate 30 years of Black storytelling through film and art.”

The PAFF is a twelve-day event
that exists to evolve the emerging
Black storyteller. Each year, the
PAFF showcases the broad spectrum
of creative works and films by
visionaries who highlight the diverse
stories of Black America, Africa and
the global Black diaspora.
“I am thrilled to be the celebrity
ambassador for the 30th annual Pan
African Film Festival, which has
had a profound impact on Black
filmmaking and Black filmmakers
since 1992,” Glover said. “The Pan
African Film Festival is a cultural
icon that has grown over the past 30
years into the largest Black film festival in the U.S., and I’m proud of
any role I played in making that
happen.”
The event will feature 150 new
Black films from the U.S., Africa, the
Caribbean, South America, Europe,
the South Pacific, Canada and Asia.
In addition, the PAFF will present
more than 100 fine artists and unique
craftspeople from more than 40
countries and six continents in a
showcase of Pan African cultures.
For information, visit paff.org.

One more chance to enjoy
Hollywood Christmas Parade

The Dec. 2, 1999, issue of the Beverly Press and Park Labrea News
showed one of the festive floats traveling through Tinsel Town during
the annual Hollywood Christmas Parade that year. The 89th Annual
Hollywood Christmas Parade was held on Nov. 28, and people can enjoy
a broadcast of the parade from 8-10 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 17, on the CW
Network. Grand Marshal Sheryl Underwood leads the parade featuring
celebrities Marilyn McCoo, Billy Davis Jr., Jerry O’Connell, Danny
Trejo, Jerry Mathers, French Stewart, Kel Mitchell, Hunter Clowdus and
Karimah Westbrook. Laura McKenzie, Erik Estrada, Dean Cain and
Montel Williams host the lively parade with marching bands, equestrian
units, street performers, vintage vehicles, floats and large balloons of
children’s characters. For information, visit thehollywoodchristmasparade.org.

The Getty Museum has acquired
an early first-century marble bust
of the Roman general Germanicus,
adopted son of Tiberius and father
of Caligula.
The bust depicts the young
Germanicus before the depositio
barbae, the Roman ritual of the
first shaving of a man’s beard.
“This stunning portrait bust adds
an extraordinary sculpture to the
Villa’s collection of Roman portraits,” Timothy Potts, Maria
Hummer-Tuttle and Robert Tuttle
Director of the J. Paul Getty
Museum, said. “It is among the
finest and best-preserved portraits
of the young Germanicus at the
time of his adoption in AD 4 by his
uncle, the soon-to-be Roman
emperor Tiberius and complements
nicely other Roman busts in the
antiquities collection at the Villa.”
Ten copies are known today of
Germanicus’ “adoption type” portrait – identified by the facial features and careful arrangement of
the locks of hair over the forehead.
The image was created at the time
of his adoption, but the bust is a
posthumous portrait of the general,
who was being groomed to
become emperor before he died at
the age of 33, five years into
Tiberus’ reign.

The circumstances of his death
have been deemed suspicious and
linked to his recall of Gnaeus
Calpurnius Piso, the governor of
Syria. Germanicus received extensive posthumous honors decreed
by the senate and was venerated as
Rome’s version of Alexander the
Great.
In joining the Getty Villa
Museum’s collection of Roman
portrait sculpture, the bust complements the museum’s holdings
of Julio-Claudian imperial portraits on display, including the portrait of Germanicus’ grandmother
Octavia Minor, the chalcedony
bust of his mother Antonia Minor,
the marble portraits of his son
Caligula and daughter Agrippina,
and the marble heads of his adoptive father Tiberius and great uncle
Augustus.
The bust was long part of the
collection of the Earls of Elgin and
Kincardine and may have been
acquired in Rome as early as 1798
by Thomas Bruce, 7th Earl of
Elgin. It stayed with Elgin’s heirs
at Broomhall House in Scotland
until 2012 when it was sold at auction in New York to a private collector.
The bust will be displayed in the
Getty
Center
throughout
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Germanicus was a Roman general who was being groomed to
become emperor before his
death at age 33.

December as part of an exhibition
highlighting new acquisitions
titled “Recent Acquisitions 2021:
Collecting for the Museum.” After,
it will go on permanent view at the
Getty Villa Museum in the Early
Roman
Imperial
Sculpture
Gallery.
For information, visit getty.edu.

79th annual Golden Globe nominations announced

The Hollywood Foreign Press
Association announced the nominations for the 79th Annual Golden
Globe Awards on Dec. 13.
The HFPA will recognize the best
in film and television on Jan. 9. The
nominees for Best Motion Picture,
Drama, are “Belfast,” “Coda,”
“Dune,” “King Richard” and “The
Power of the Dog.”
Nominees for best performance
by an actress include Jessica
Chastain for “The Eyes of Tammy
Faye,” Olivia Colman for “The
Lost Daughter,” Nicole Kidman for
“Being the Ricardos,” Lady Gaga
for “House of Gucci” and Kristen

Stewart for “Spencer.”
Nominees for best performance
by an actor include Mahershala Ali
for “Swan Song,” Javier Bardem
for “Being the Ricardos,” Benedict
Cumberbatch for “The Power of the
Dog,” Will Smith for “King
Richard” and Denzel Washington
for “The Tragedy of MacBeth.”
“The Power of the Dog” and
“Belfast” lead the film nominees,
earning seven nods each. The HBO
drama “Succession” leads the TV
nominees with five nods, followed
by four nominations each for “Ted
Lasso” and “The Morning Show,”
both produced by Apple TV+.

Several media partners have
opted not to air this year’s awards,
citing diversity issues with HFPA.
Over the last eight months, the
HFPA has completely overhauled
its bylaws, implementing sweeping
changes that address ethics and
code of conduct, diversity, equity
and inclusion, governance and
membership, according to a press
release.
It also admitted its largest and
most diverse class to date of 21 new
members, all of whom are first-time
Golden Globe voters.
For information, visit goldenglobes.com.

Bogie’s Liquor

Stock your
favorite beverages
this holiday season!
Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine

(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Dec. 4 and Dec. 11. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

cle parked in the 7500 block of
Hampton at 11:30 a.m.

Los Angeles Police
Department
Dec. 4
At 5:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6900 block
of Hollywood.

600 block of N. Robertson.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 800 block of N.
Poinsettia at 6 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a bicycle in the 600 block of N. Flores at
11 p.m.

At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6800 block
of Hollywood.

At 2:24 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Wilshire and
Crescent.

At midnight, an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 9200
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 400 block of S.
Hauser at 7:58 p.m.

Dec. 6

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Crescent
and Brighton at 9:46 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7800 block of
Santa Monica at 1 p.m.

At 10:30 p.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 5800 block of
Harold.

At midnight, an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of Rexford.

At 5:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8500
block of Melrose.

Dec. 6

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8400 block of
Fountain at 6:22 p.m.

Beverly Hills Police
Department
Dec. 5

At 8:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8700 block of Wilshire.

Dec. 7

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 200 block of S. Doheny
at 11:10 p.m.

At 12:43 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 9000
block of Santa Monica.

At 3:27 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 9100 block
of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1200 block of N.
Poinsettia at 12:48 p.m.

Dec. 7

At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 900
block of N. Sierra Bonita.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 9900 block of
Durant at 8:15 a.m.
At noon, an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 200 block
of S. Moreno.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
Gardner at 10:13 a.m.

Dec. 8

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 300 block of N.
Rodeo at 3:50 p.m.

At 12:50 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
1200 block of N. La Brea.

Dec. 8

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7100 block of Santa
Monica at 1:30 p.m.

At 12:12 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near
the corner of Camden and Sunset.

Dec. 9
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of S. Maple.

Dec. 10
A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of McCarty and Gregory at 1:41
a.m.
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of Reeves.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 9400 block of
Gregory at 9 p.m.

Dec. 11
At 7:33 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of Foothill.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of La Peer and Santa
Monica.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 700 block of
West Knoll at 8 p.m.

Dec. 9
At 11:30 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 7900
block of Santa Monica.

Dec. 10
At 8:25 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8400 block of
Fountain at 11 a.m.
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
8800 block of Santa Monica.

Dec. 11

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
Dec. 5
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8900 block of
Santa Monica at 12:40 a.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8800 block of
Santa Monica at 1 a.m. Additional
grand thefts were reported in the
same area at 1:30 and 2 a.m.
At 5:22 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 900
block of Hammond.
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-

Dec. 5
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 800 block of
N. Fairfax at 9:50 a.m.
At 11:15 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 700 block of N. Stanley.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6000 block of
Melrose at noon.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
800 block of N. Orange Grove.
An unknown suspect committed a
theft near the corner of Wilshire
and Crenshaw at 4:30 p.m.
At 5:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6300 block of Third.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1300 block of
N. Martel at 6 p.m.
At 6:27 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6800
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
N. Sycamore at 10 p.m.

Dec. 6
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5600 block of
Sunset at 12:20 a.m.
At 12:40 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Wilcox and De
Longpre.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 4800 block of
Elmwood at 6 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 600
block of S. Burnside.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5800 block of
Santa Monica at 6:01 p.m.
At 6:15 p.m., an attempted burglary was reported in the 8700
block of Saint Ives.

Dec. 7
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6800 block of
Sunset at 6:27 a.m.
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1200 block of N. McCadden.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of N. La
Cienega at 1:05 p.m.
At 2:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Willoughby and Cahuenga.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
N. Spaulding at 4 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 7100 block
of Beverly.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Waring and
El Centro at 7 p.m.
At 8:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 100 block of
S. Fairfax.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8400 block of
Third at 8:30 p.m.
At 10:50 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
500 block of N. Plymouth.

Dec. 9
At 1:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6600
block of Orange.
A burglary was reported in the
1200 block of Vine at 4:10 a.m.
At 1:22 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1100
block of Hilldale.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 400 block of N.
Kings at 2:30 a.m.
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
8500 block of Burton.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1600 block of N.
Cahuenga at 12:49 p.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8500
block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6200 block of Santa
Monica at 3:45 p.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6100
block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Hauser and Burnside at 8 p.m.
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 800
block of S. Mansfield.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1300 block of N.
Wilton at midnight.

Dec. 10
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6900
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 400 block of S.
Curson at 11:40 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 4400 block of
Second at 11 p.m.

At 11:45 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 4800
block of Beverly.

At 11:55 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
1200 bock of S. Orlando.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 600 block of S.
Fairfax at 11:50 a.m.

Dec. 8

At noon, an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Yucca and Hudson.

At 2:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8500
block of Beverly.
An attempted vehicle burglary was
reported in the 5500 block of
Wilshire at 5 a.m.
At 9:56 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6600 block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 4900 block of Beverly
at 2:30 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6300 block of Colgate.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1400 block of
Cherokee at 6:20 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1000 block of S.
Shenandoah at 2:40 a.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Romaine
and Martel at 4 p.m.

At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of The Grove.

At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 8900
block of Burton.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Fuller and
Fountain at 5:20 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5800 block of
Santa Monica at 5 p.m.

At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
600 block of N. Sierra Bonita.

At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 900
block of N. Orlando.

At 2:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1400 block
of N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 800 block of S.
Citrus at 10:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8300 block of Third
at 6:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Beverly and
Sweetzer at 5:50 a.m.

At 12:07 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
6700 block of De Longpre.

At 6:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1300 block
of N. Detroit.

At 9:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6600
block of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of N. La
Cienega at 4 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Melrose
and Vine at 7 p.m.

A suspect assaulted a victim during
a domestic violence incident in the
7200 block of Franklin at 10:15 p.m.

At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 6500
block of Hollywood.

At 7:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 400
block of N. Western.

At noon, an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Genesee and Oakwood.

At 7:24 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of The Grove.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Yucca and Ivar at 7:50 p.m.

Dec. 11
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Documentary exhibit explores life of Princess Diana

Throughout
December,
Angelenos have the chance to enter
a walk-thru documentary that tells
the untold story of how Princess
Diana Spencer changed the world.
Located at Santa Monica Place,
the visual journey is paired with
never-before-heard stories that
trace Spencer’s path through royalty, fashion and motherhood.
Hosted by Accredited Access,
royal
photographers
Anwar
Hussein and his sons Samir and
Zak will share collections of their
original images and the stories
behind them. The Husseins have
spent four decades traveling the
world with the royal family and
now offer their first-hand narration
to the exhibit.
The exhibit also includes
bespoke art sculptures, an audio
guide and photo opportunities.
World-renowned sculptor Pauline
Loctin designed a collection of art
installations that take inspiration
from Spencer, Kate Middleton and
Meghan Markle’s most famous
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A documentary-style exhibit will include never-before-heard stories
about Princess Diana Spencer.

fashion moments.
The gallery is located at 315
Colorado Ave. and is open from 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Thursday and Sunday, and from 11
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday and

Saturday.
Tickets are $25. The self-guided
tour will take about an hour to 90
minutes to complete.
For information, visit princessdianaexhibit.com.

Théret performs with Odyssey Theatre

Berlin-based dancer and choreographer Shade Théret will return
to the Odyssey Theatre’s Dance at
the Odyssey series for a single
performance of her newest work,
“Throwaway Line.”
Contemplating the relationship
between movement and the everyday tactile movements we incorporate into our lives, Théret
explores motion through literal
mimicry, figurative gestures and
abstract and impulsive indications. Improvisational and scored
methods of working are used to
play with the audience’s notions
of truth, time and the in between.
Théret previously performed
the world premiere of “Maybe” as
part of the Odyssey’s 2019 series.
Music and technical direction
for “Throwaway Line” is by

Alexander Iezzi, who collects and
repurposes materials, sounds and
music as a mechanism to poke
holes into typical ways that psychology, identity and politics may
be perceived.
Throwaway Line is presented
with support from the Consulate
General of the Federal Republic
of Germany.
The performance will be held at
8 p.m. on Jan. 8 at The Odyssey
Theatre, located at 2055 S.
Sepulveda Blvd.
Tickets range from $15 to $20.
A question and answer program
with the artists will follow the performance. Masks and proof of
vaccination is required.
For more information and to purchase tickets, call (310)477-2055
x2 or visit odysseytheatre.com.

Enrollment open for GRoW at The Wallis programs

The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts is starting
enrollment for its winter GRoW @
The Wallis winter virtual courses.
The Wallis offers two courses for
adults ages 55 and older designed to
stimulate creativity, connect to others and tell their personal story. At
this time, courses are held virtually
through Zoom.
Staged Stories teaches participants how to write and share stories

from their lives through journaling
and creative writing.
One class is taught from 10 a.m.
to noon, while another is from 2-4
p.m. every Thursday from Jan. 20
through March 31.
Beyond Words will teach students how to share stories from
their lives using various forms of
artistic expression, including the
written word, collage, photography
and music.

One class is from 10 a.m. to
noon, while another is from 2-4
p.m. every Wednesday from Jan. 26
through April 6.
No prior artistic experience is necessary and both classes will culminate in a final virtual presentation.
Registration is $75, and scholarships are available. Enrollment is
limited.
To register or for questions, email
Kemsley at vkemsley@thewallis.org.

photo courtesy of Odyssey Theatre

Berlin-based dancer Shade Théret has presented her work at Galerie
Weisser Elefante, 3hd Festival and Pollution #4 in Berlin.
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• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

HELP WANTED
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HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

Looking for an experienced office assistant to join our team! The Beverly Press
and Park Labrea News are well-established weekly newspapers covering
hard news for Beverly Hills, West
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles.
Administrative assistant duties include
letters, emails, filing, light bookkeeping,
mailing lists/mail merge. General assistant to the publishers. Compensation
negotiable. Email resume to
michael@beverlypress.com

Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood
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info@mackeycreativelab.com
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• Leash Manner Training
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AKC Good Citizen Trainer
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latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
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as seen on YouTube!

HELLP WANTED

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

World Famous Deli
is looking for:

LINE COOKS

part time
full time
2 years experience
required
Call Marc
(323)839-4447

1. Itinerary abbr.
4. “Kill Bill” weapon
9. There’s a final one, in poker
14. Ending for west or east
15. Prohibited thing
16. The lightning Bolt sprinter at the
Olympics
17. 1999 film, Tobey Maguire starred
20. Hit Broadway
21. Three set
22. Control pill in a test
26. Forcing back
31. “___ durn tootin’!”
32. Hit the road
34. Accelerated
35. The Duke of ___, “Rigoletto” role
37. “___ life!”
38. Classic sports film with Kevin Costner
42. Knot in wood
43. Outbursts
44. Fit for farming
47. Asunción assent
48. Car club
51. Attacks
53. Baby blues
55. Stretches one’s budget
57. Subject of some treaties
58. One of a dinosaur series
65. Create a statute
66. “Buckwheat groats”
67. Brain scan, for short

68. Baccarat “declaration”
69. Flowing, at the bar
70. Common ID
Down
1. Duplicate a duplicate
2. Big hit
3. Ingratiate oneself
4. Bering, e.g., abbr.
5. Comic strip cry
6. Sale abbreviation
7. Lopsided score
8. Gave the prescribed amount to
9. Root veggie
10. Tempe sch.
11. ___ Harbour, Fla.
12. Golf ball placement
13. U.S.N. officer
18. Abbr. at the bottom of a letter
19. Flubs
23. “And others,” in a bibliography
24. Link
25. Words before sight and mind
27. Gamblers’ mecca
28. Mentioned before
29. Snack
30. Student score (abbr.)
33. Patriot Putnam of the American
Revolution
35. Peach ___ (dessert)
36. Leaking
38. Trappers’ pelts

39. Some investments, for short
40. Romantic flower
41. Large lake
42. Farm call
45. Misinforms
46. Some lodge members
48. Eagle nests
49. Multitudes
50. Specify
52. Jason wears one in “The Bourne
Identity”

54. Islamabad's country, abbr.
56. Check bar codes
58. Presidential brother
59. Article in “El Sol”
60. Tried for office
61. Duke’s grp.
62. S.F. hours
63. Interjection
64. Shoot the breeze
answers on page 31
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Metro art brings riders’ stories to life

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority opened a new art exhibition on Dec. 13 in the Union Station
Passageway Art Gallery. Titled
“We Are ... Portraits of Metro
Riders by Local Artists,” the exhibition celebrates the diversity of
Metro ridership and includes 35
new portraits of transit riders by
Los Angeles County artists. The
portraits can also be viewed by visiting metro.net/art.
The exhibition marks the launch
of the 2022 Metro Art program,
which creatively celebrates Metro
riders and features portraits presented in multiple formats at sites
throughout the Metro system. The
program includes limited edition
TAP cards, digital displays in Metro
stations and a special Metro Art
bus.
The exhibition will also be
accompanied by community
engagement programs, including
tours, talks and online activities.

Mixed media artworks of transit
riders of various ages, ethnicities
and backgrounds represent the
diversity of Los Angeles County.
Riders, artists and curatorial advisors with ties to neighborhoods and
cultural organizations served by
Metro worked with Metro Art staff
to produce portraits that are intimate, immediate and relevant to
local communities.
Examples include artist Bodeck
Luna Hernandez’s depiction of his
mother, who has been riding Metro
to and from Long Beach since
2002, traveling alongside his niece
in a work he titled “Legacy.” Javier
Carrillo depicts a street vendor who
commutes to work via Metro in
“Jose Carrillo, El Taquero.” Maria
Piñeres’ “Leo” portrays a teenager
who rides Metro to connect with
friends and explore skate parks
between downtown and Santa
Monica.
Additional artists in the exhibit
are AiseBorn, Eric Almanza,

LACO plays works from classic eras
Los
Angeles
Chamber
Orchestra’s Westside Chamber
Series opens with “Strings for the
Ages,” a genre-spanning program
highlighting quintessential works
from each classical music period,
from the Baroque era to the 20th
Century, on Jan. 8.
The concert will be held at 8 p.m.,
at The Broad Stage in Santa Monica.
Led by Director of Chamber
Music and Concertmaster Margaret
Batjer, the program features five
works, including Britten’s “Simple
Symphony Op. 4,” which premiered in 1934 and is based on
material the composer wrote
between the ages of nine and
twelve, and Corelli’s “Concerto
Grosso in D Major Op. 6, No. 4,”
composed in 1712 and considered a
key work in the baroque instrumental music canon.
LACO will also perform Arvo
Pärt’s “Summa for String

Orchestra,” originally written in
1978 as an a cappella vocal work
inspired by a Medieval chant.
The program concludes with
Geminiani’s “Concerto Grosso in D
Major Op. 5, No 1,” a work
inspired by Corelli, Geminiani’s
teacher and Grieg’s “Holberg Suite
for String Orchestra,” a five-movement French baroque dance suite
composed for piano in 1884.
Batjer has served as concertmaster of Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra since 1998, which has
featured her on numerous world
premieres and CDs, including a
Deutsche Grammophon recording
of Bach’s “Concerto for Two
Violins” with violinist Hilary Hahn.
Tickets are $58 and may be purchased online at laco.org or by calling (213)622-7001 x1.
Discounted tickets are also available by phone for students and
seniors 65 years and older.

Beverly Hills celebrates the holidays

The city of Beverly Hills Community Services Department hosted
Greystone Holiday Garden on Dec. 11 for infants and children up to 14
years old. The fun and active holiday party at Greystone Mansion and
Gardens, located at 905 Loma Vista Drive, provided children with a
Winter Wonderland. Kids could participate in an afternoon of arts and
crafts and visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus before engaging in several
photo opportunities.
Beverly Hills firefighters also hosted a Spark of Love Toy Drive as
participants checked in. Nearly 30 gifts were collected and will be added
to the donations scheduled to be dropped off at the Beverly Hills Fire
Department. From there, they will be given to underprivileged kids for
the holidays. More than 500 people attended the sold out event, including the Beverly Hills Community Services staff who helped make the
party a success.

Kristina Ambriz, Jazmine Atienza,
Susu Attar, Christen Austin, Moses
X. Ball, Daniel Barajas, Chelle
Barbour, April Bey, Carolyn
Castaño, Gregg Chadwick, Sean
Cheetham, Cat Ferraz, Carla Jay
Harris, Alepsis Hernández, Bodeck
Luna Hernandez, Lanise Howard,
Bryan Ida, Sheila Karbassian,
Kaylynn Kim, Miles Lewis, José
M. Loza, Cody Lusby, Rosalind
McGary, Samuel Pace, Adele
Renault, LP Ǽkili Ross, Carlos
Spivey, Edwin Ushiro, Dave Van
Patten, J Michael Walker and
Angela Willcocks.
“We Are ...” is presented in collaboration with Metro’s Office of
Civil Rights, Racial Equity &
Inclusion and the communications
department. For information, visit
metro.net/art.

photo courtesy of Metro

Artist Bodeck Luna Hernandez’s depiction of his mother, a longtime bus
rider, is featured in the “We Are ... Portraits of Metro Riders by Local
Artists” exhibition at Union Station.
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I watched all the Netflix Christmas
films so you don’t have to - part 4

On Netflix, you can watch a film
or TV series at a faster pace, up to
150% faster. The idea of speeding
through an emotional moment for
the sake of binging the next thing is
troubling. But some mediocre content has it coming. And the outcome can actually create a different
experience altogether.
Suddenly, bad writing enjoys the
same pacing as a clever “Gilmore
Girls” episode. But that’s a modest
reprieve from Netflix’s oft insufferable contributions to the holidays.
Much holds up about them, but at
least experiencing a few in quick
time makes for laughable, accidental
moments, though a couple need not
require such coping mechanisms.

‘A Castle for
Christmas’
From the director of “Pet
Cemetery” comes a new chapter in
holiday horror featuring “Saw’s”
Cary Elwes and “The Midnight
Meat Train’s” Brooke Shields. All
joking aside, “A Castle for
Christmas” doesn’t really have any
horror in it, however novelist
Sophie (Shields) recently killed off
a beloved character in her latest
book series, a decision loosely
based on an ended marriage. Even
“Scream’s” Drew Barrymore, as
herself, sees through the charade.
So, Sophie leaves the press tour
behind, visiting a castle in Scotland
overseen by a curmudgeonly, and
quite broke, duke (Elwes). Then the
real terror sets in as locals join the
“Blue Lagoon” star in some pitchy
a cappella Christmas carols, while a
farm boy shows off his philanthrop-

ic side by planting two trees to
replace the one he cuts to decorate.

‘Father Christmas is
Back’
The greatest sin of cinema is how
melodrama removes logic. In “The
Devil Wears Prada,” Andy cheats
on her boyfriend without recourse
because the story needs a happy
ending. This seasonal Brit flick
pushes logic to the extremes, presenting a family so vile, so heinous,
that any conclusion in their favor
rings flat.
Tedious and unfunny, “Father
Christmas is Back” deserves no
clemency. It’s painful to experience
even at 1.5 speed, which at least
hurries any perilous viewers
through contrived shenanigans.
Why are Elizabeth Hurley, Kelsey
Grammer and John Cleese here?
Scholars might never know the
truth.

‘Single All the Way’
I know what concerned you over
the past decade: where did Marc St.
James, (Michael Urie) everyone’s
favorite frenemy from “Ugly
Betty,” land after those charming
four seasons? Only IMDb holds the
answers, but he most recently rears
his head in “Single All the Way,” a
prime schmaltz romp.
Peter (Urie) tires of the L.A.
influencer scene, especially for its
limiting romantic options. Luckily,
visiting home in small-town
America (the actual town matters
not) reminds him of what’s most

important: his BFF – or maybe
more – Nick (Philemon Chambers),
and a family that meddles way too
much. Kathy Najimy as “Christmas
Carol”and Jennifer Coolige as her
wacky sister provide most of the
laughs in this giddy holiday flick.

‘The Princess
Switch 3:
Romancing the
Star’
Breaking news: “The Princess
Switch” is now a trilogy, joining the
ranks of “Back to the Future,” “The
Lord of the Rings” and
Kieślowski’s “Three Colors.” To
Netflix’s credit, I was wrong in my
previous prediction that each new
entry would require Vanessa
Hudgens to portray more identicallooking characters. Three is her
max.
In lieu of another Hudgens doppelgänger, we must suffer through a
heist mystery. In preparation for a
major Christmas event, the Vatican
loans the small nation of
Montenaro (Christmas films and
their fictional kingdoms) a relic that
goes missing. (Hold on. We saw
this plot before in another trilogy,
“A Christmas Prince.”)
Now
Queen
Margaret
(Hudgens), antagonistic cousin
Fiona (Hudgens) and distant rela-

photo courtesy of Netflix

Brooke Shields joins Cary Ewles in “A Castle for Christmas,” one of the
many holiday films available on Netflix.

tive Princess Stacy (Hudgens) join
forces to uncover the truth in a film
so poorly acted it might just sour
your love of the season.

and Oscar-nom Sally Hawkins
sporting some elf ears to accompany her disdain for humans. This is
the clear winner, worthy of viewing
at a normal rate. That’s high praise
for this genre.

‘A Boy Called
Christmas’

‘Love Hard’

This is why I do this Netflix
experiment each year. Five out of
six entries give art, taste and intelligence the bird, but there’s still that
singular victory. To a degree, “A
Boy Called Christmas” is this
year’s “Jingle Jangle,” sans music
and flashy costumes. The similarities reside in each film’s soul and
charm.
This is an emotional fantasy ride
through an elvish kingdom and a
boy’s complicated relationship with
his father. Young Nikolas (Henry
Lawfull) endures heartaches that
match the great joys on display
here.
To say more isn’t necessary: it’s
fun, occasionally sad, safely
thrilling for the whole family and
features some surprising names:
Maggie Smith as a mysterious narrator, Kristen Wiig as an evil aunt

OK, I can’t complain too much
about this easy viewing. “Love
Hard” checks a lot of trope-boxes:
big city girl Natalie (Nina Dobrev
from “The Vampire Diaries”) can’t
find love. She complains about her
loveless days in a column, she takes
a chance and surprises an online
match, and her love story encounters a slight hiccup prior to happily
ever after.
Several softball topics throughout the film enjoy a peculiar spot
between endearing and pandering,
like references to both “Die Hard”
and “Love Actually.” But a couple
things help the story modestly succeed. Jimmy O. Yang, as Josh,
makes an enjoyable counterpoint to
Dobrev’s Natalie. And a few
uncomfortable sequences work
well for viewers who can stand that
kind of humor.

Hammer
Museum to
show film series

The Hammer Museum has
announced this year’s selections
for MoMA Contenders 2021,
which marks the return of the
series in-person in the museum’s
Billy Wilder Theater.
The special ticketed series organized by the Museum of Modern
Art offers audiences unique
opportunities to see some of
2021’s most important and
groundbreaking films before
awards season. Screenings will be
held from Jan. 5-27, and are followed by intimate and revealing
conversations with filmmakers
and surprise guests.
Opening the series on Jan. 5
will be “tick, tick... BOOM!” starring Andrew Garfield, who will
be a part of a post-screening discussion. Other highlights include
“King Richard” with actor
Aunjanue Ellis on Jan. 12,
“Dune” with director Denis
Villeneuve on Jan. 13, “C’Mon
C’mon” with director Mike Mills
on Jan. 18, and “The Velvet
Underground” with director Todd
Haynes on Jan. 27. Showtimes are
at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $20 and will be on
sale to the public at 10 a.m. on
Thursday, Dec. 16. The Hammer
Museum is located at 10899
Wilshire Blvd. For information,
call (310)443-7000 or visit hammer.ucla.edu.

photo courtesy of the Hammer Museum

The film “Dune” will be shown on Jan. 13, and the screening will include
a discussion with director Denis Villeneuve.

Rainy
Season
is here!
Call Now!

REASONS TO LIST YOUR HOME
DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON
1. Buyers Looking during the holidays are Serious
2. Less Competition
3. Avoid the January Listing Spike
4. Holiday Decorations make the house more festive
5. Buyers have more Time to Look
6. You can Restrict Showing Hours at your
Convenience
Please feel free to call/email for conﬁdential guidance

Full Serivce Residential and
Commercial Roofer
Locally owned & operated since 1925.
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts
• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood
(323)469-2981
www.supremerooﬁng.com
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Innovation drives strategies for senior care
Patricia Will, founder and CEO
of Belmont Village Senior Living,
has provided insights into how the
senior living industry is evolving in
2022 to meet the changing needs of
aging adults.
A combination of innovation,
excellent clinical care and hospitality, continuous investment in
research, collaboration with academic partnerships and state-of-theart cognitive health programming
have helped seniors thrive, she said.
Will cited telehealth as a major
innovation. As heavily congested
and overburdened emergency
rooms and urgent care facilities
become more common, seniors can
access immediate medical attention
online or by telephone without risking unnecessary exposure or potentially dangerous wait times at doctors’ offices.
Customized cognitive care for
Alzheimer’s, dementia and the
aging brain have also benefited
seniors, Will said. Mental workouts

and long-term memory enrichment
programs promote stimulation and
socialization, reduce stress and aid
in maintaining a healthy lifestyle.
Belmont Village’s Circle of Friends
program addresses mild cognitive
impairment and early-stage memory loss and has been proven to slow
the progression of dementia, Will
said.
Innovative collaborations with
specialists from universities, health
care institutions and professional
organizations have also guided
programming and care. Models of
independent living, assisted living
and memory care combine hospitality and care to ensure aging
adults are engaged in their environment and community. For example, the Raise Your Resilience
study was developed through a collaboration with the University of
California, San Diego School of
Medicine and Mather Institute.
Seniors utilizing the RYR intervention program experienced an

increase in resilience and perception, along with a significant
reduction in the level of daily
stress.
Other strategies for healthy
senior living include prioritizing
socialization in communities. A
study from the National Social
Life, Health and Aging Project
determined that social disconnection puts older adults at greater risk
for depression and anxiety.
“The biggest takeaway is that
there is now a choice. Seniors are
changing how they choose where
they want to live and what is important to them,” Will added. “Seniors
want excellent programming and
the latest technology to be innate
qualities of the daily life and culture
of their community.”
Belmont Village operates independent, assisted living and memory care communities for older
adults
in
Hollywood
and
Westwood. For information, visit
belmontvillage.com.

photo courtesy of Belmont Village

Belmont Village Senior Living provides creative approaches to senior
care, including the Circle of Friends program, which addresses mild cognitive impairment and early-stage memory loss.

Schiff supports contempt charge for former Trump official House passes democracy

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank), who serves on the
House Select Committee investigating the Jan. 6 insurrection, supported a House vote on Dec. 14 to
hold former Trump administration
chief of staff Mark Meadows in
contempt for refusing to testify.
Schiff said the decision serves
notice that others who refuse to
testify before the committee will
face consequences.
“Last week, Mark Meadows
abruptly informed the Jan. 6 Select
Committee that he would not
cooperate further with our investigation, choosing instead to hide
behind broad and unsound claims
of immunity and privilege. Why
Mr. Meadows has chosen to forgo
his legal and moral obligation to
comply with our investigation is
difficult to fathom, especially in
light of his public efforts to promote and sell a book in which he
repeatedly discloses details about
the facts and circumstances lead-

“We will not allow
witnesses to
selectively
withhold
information from
Congress.”
-U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff

ing up to the Jan. 6 insurrection,”
Schiff said in a statement. “Mr.
Meadows’ decision leaves no
choice for us but to recommend
that the House cite him for contempt of Congress and refer him
for criminal prosecution.”
Meadows did not appear at a
deposition on Dec. 10 and the
House voted on Tuesday to recommend the U.S. Justice Department
file contempt charges. Meadows is
the latest member of the Trump

administration to face charges for
disobeying directives from the
commission. Former Trump advisor Steve Bannon was held in contempt in October for not appearing
before the committee, and a federal criminal case is pending.
“We will not allow witnesses to
selectively withhold information
from Congress, or to contemptuously refuse to appear when subpoenaed,” Schiff added. “Once
passed by the House, the
Department of Justice must take
up the referral without delay and
make it abundantly clear to Mr.
Meadows, and any potential future
intransigent witnesses, that they
have a legal obligation to appear
and will face potential jail time if
they do not.”
Each count of contempt of
Congress carries a minimum of 30
days and a maximum of one year
in jail, as well as a fine of $100 to
$100,000, according to the U.S.
Department of Justice.

Local leader honored for inspirational work
The Los Angeles Times-B2B
Publishing recognized Hancock
Park resident Lyn MacEwen
Cohen, president of the First-In
Fire Foundation, during its 2021
Inspirational Women Forum &
Awards publication on Dec. 5.
Cohen was recognized as a business leader who demonstrated
noteworthy success and accomplishments during the past two
years during the height of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The awards

were presented virtually on Oct. 26.
The honorees were chosen from
350 individuals.
Cohen was one of 10 finalists in
the Non-Profit Executive category.
The review and selection process
considered several factors, including
leadership in the nominee’s organization as well as contributions to
businesses and the community.
Cohen was recognized for her
work in supporting first responders.
In 2020, Cohen created the

Firehouse Dinners program, which
purchased ingredients and meals
from local merchants and restaurants and supplied them to fire stations.
“[I’m] so proud to be in the company of fellow finalists in the Los
Angeles Times B2B event and all
350 nominees in all categories,”
Cohen said.
For
information,
visit
latimes.com/b2b/inspirational_wo
men

Sylva Bezian, DDS
• General & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Full Mouth Reconstruction
• Periodontal Surgery, Maintenance and Treatment
• Clear and removable aligners to straighten teeth
• Extractions, Root Canals
• Dental Implants and Implant Restorations
• Full and Partial Removable Dentures
• Fixed Bridges, Fillings, Crowns
• Teeth Cleaning & Zoom in Office Whitening
Voted Top Dentist In Los Angeles
• Emergency Dentistry
2018-2020
Each Patient is known by name not a number
Yelp 5 Star rating
photo courtesy of Steven Rosenthal

Lyn MacEwen Cohen

USC Dental School Graduate
Lifetime Member American
Dental Assoc., CA Dental Assoc.,
Los Angeles Dental Assoc.

Evening & Saturday Appts Available
Larchmont Medical Building
321 N. Larchmont Blvd. Ste 517, LA 90004

(323)957-5100 • www.sylvabeziandds.com

protection legislation
The
U.S.
House
of
Representatives on Dec. 9
passed the Protecting Our
Democracy Act, a package of
reforms that aims to strengthen
America’s democratic institutions against future presidents
who could seek to abuse the
power of their office.
The proposals would restore
the federal government’s system
of checks and balances, strengthen accountability and transparency and protect America’s
elections from foreign interference.
“Today, the House delivered a
simple, unequivocal message –
our democracy is worth fighting
for,” U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank) said. “We will not
allow the abuses that defined the

previous administration to
become our norms, nor will we
will allow a future autocratic
president,
Democrat
or
Republican, to exploit weaknesses in our democratic institutions.”
The bill would require the
Department of Justice to provide
materials to Congress concerning any self-serving presidential
pardon or commutation in cases
involving the president or his or
her relatives, suspend the statute
of limitations for any federal
offense committed by a sitting
president or vice president and
prohibit federal officials from
accepting foreign emoluments
without Congress’s consent.
For information,
visit
schiff.house.gov.
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City restoration project continues

From page 1

Residence A’s internal systems. The
exterior paint and finishes were also
meticulously restored.
Phase two of the restoration project involves upgrades to Residence
A’s interior, including walls, fixtures, furnishings and infrastructure. Upgrades to the exterior landscaping and repairs to make the
building accessible to disabled individuals are also included in phase
two of the work. Plans call for the
entire project to be completed by
2024, when officials hope to reopen
Residence A to the public.
Hollyhock House was designed
and constructed between 1919-21
for Pennsylvania oil heiress Aline
Barnsdall, who was an ardent supporter of the arts. Barnsdall donated
Hollyhock House and the surrounding hilltop property to the city in
1927. Located just southwest of
Hollywood Boulevard and Vermont
Avenue, Barnsdall Art Park is managed by the Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs and
includes galleries and a theater, as
well as Hollyhock House. Although
currently closed due to the pandemic, plans call for Hollyhock House
to reopen soon for public tours.
Other facilities at the 36-acre hilltop
park are open, including park
spaces offering views of the city
and the Hollywood Hills.
Hollyhock House, including
Residence A, was designated as Los
Angeles
Historic
Cultural
Monument No. 33 in 1965, and the
property was designated a National
Historic Landmark in 2007.
In 2020, Hollyhock House was
included on the UNESCO World
Heritage List in a designation of
multiple sites throughout the United

photo by Edwin Folven

Residence A, which is part of Frank Lloyd Wright’s Hollyhock House in
Barnsdall Art Park, has been meticulously restored.

States illustrating the importance of
Wright’s architecture. Hollyhock
House is the first and only property
in Los Angeles on UNESCO’s
World Heritage Sites list, and the
only site in California.
“At 100, this National Historic
Landmark is being brought back to
its original 1921 design for all to
enjoy,” said Abbey Chamberlain
Brach, curator of Hollyhock House
for the Department of Cultural
Affairs. “With its exterior lovingly
restored, Residence A now showcases new facets of Frank Lloyd
Wright’s work on Olive Hill, as
well as the vision Aline Barnsdall
and her architect shared for an arts
community at Barnsdall Park.”
The restoration project cost more
than $5 million that came from

multiple sources, including the former Los Angeles community redevelopment agency, the Municipal
Improvement Corporation of Los
Angeles and the National Park
Service.
“As an organization committed
to preserving the city’s historical
landmarks, we’re excited to oversee
full restoration of Residence A, a
beautiful civic treasure,” said Ed
Avila, president of Project Restore.
“We’re appreciative of funders like
Los Angeles City Councilmember
Mitch O’Farrell, the U.S.
Department of Interior National
Parks Service and other municipal
partners who make this collaboration possible and understand the
importance of this work for future
generations of Angelenos.”

LADWP requests independent counsel in investigation
The Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power’s Board of
Commissioners on Dec. 13 voted to
seek authorization to hire independent counsel due to apparent conflicts of interest involving city
lawyers that have been exposed
during an ongoing federal investigation into the handling of a
ratepayer class action lawsuit
brought against LADWP.
The LADWP Board of Water and
Power Commissioners voted to
transmit a letter to City Attorney
Mike Feuer formally requesting his
office’s authorization to enable the
LADWP to seek independent counsel to represent the department during a federal investigation.
The board also requested the
removal of three assistant city attorneys from their present roles as
legal representatives of the department based on the findings of a special master report.
“The board of commissioners
must have complete confidence in
the legal advice and recommenda-

tions it receives from the lawyers
engaged to protect and defend the
interests of the LADWP and its customers,”
President
Cynthia
McClain-Hill said. “Facts brought
to light in recent investigations into
the handling of the customer class
action and related litigation by outside counsel and some direct staff
members managed by the Office of
the Los Angeles City Attorney
leave us no choice but to engage
independent legal counsel to eliminate conflicts of interest that compromise the interest of the department and the people we serve.”
The LADWP Board of
Commissioners is also expected to
call for a series of ethics-based corrective actions that would redefine
and govern the relationship
between the department and the
legal representation provided to the
department.
Among the additional ethics
reform measures to be introduced in
a board motion is a strict prohibition against any counsel represent-

ing the LADWP from offering or
providing contracted professional
services to the LADWP while
under contract to represent the
department on legal matters and
against any future professional services being contracted for any attorney that relates to the subject of
their legal representation.
The motion also called for
LADWP staff to prepare and present a full report detailing any and
all ratepayer funds spent between
Sept. 1, 2013, to present for legal
representation in connection with
several legal cases, reviews and
mediations that have been the subject of an ongoing federal probe and
has resulted in federal charges
being filed against a former DWP
general manager.
Further, the board is expected
pursue the hiring of an inspector
general within 90 days and has
requested a report regarding the
funds and staffing that has been
proposed for the LADWP Office of
Inspector General.

Governor Newsom praises public-private partnerships

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Dec. 13
released the 2021 second annual
Social Innovation Impact Report,
which
outlines
California’s
approach to addressing the state’s
most persistent challenges, including the COVID-19 pandemic.
The state has spearheaded 44
public-private partnerships totaling
more than $4 billion in corporate
and philanthropic contributions
while engaging more than 1,600
community-based organizations. In
2021, public-private partnerships

invested $138 million in communities across the state.
“Public-private partnerships are
central to our innovative approach,”
Newsom said. “This report demonstrates the tangible results of our
spirit of collaboration and innovation – results that have inspired
other states, and even our federal
partners, to emulate our approach.”
In early 2021, Newsom launched
an all-hands-on-deck approach to
vaccinate the state’s most vulnerable communities. The state formed

partnerships with the California
Community Foundation, Public
Health Institute’s Together Toward
Health initiative and Sierra Health
Foundation’s Vaccine Equity
Campaign to provide direct appointment assistance, at-home vaccinations and transportation.
To date, the partnerships have
funded and mobilized more than
700 community-based organizations across the state to reach 14
million Californians.
To address California’s homeless-

BHUSD board reorganizes
From page 1

which in turn anchors their commitment to public education,”
Wells said.
Additionally, the school board
president said the district must
resolve the budget shortfall facing
its building program, which needs
approximately $130 million to
complete its remaining projects.
“I believe that incorporating
these actions into our strategic
plan will provide a roadmap that
will bring this district back to the
stature of delivering the highest
education at the highest level,” she
added.
Prior to being sworn in, Wells
read aloud a resolution honoring
immediate past president Rachelle
Marcus and thanked her for serving as president over the last year.
BHUSD school board presidents
typically serve for one year.
“You are one of the most
beloved people in this city,” Wells
said. “For over 50 years, you’ve
taught generations of students
with compassion and understanding, as you have shown them the
path to success. Your time as
board president has been the
same. … Not only have all your
decisions been based on what’s
best for our students, you are all
about the students. I have watched
you this past year. You’ve never
missed a school event, and while
attending an event, you never miss
the opportunity to stop and connect in a meaningful way with our
students. I’m proud of you and
what you have accomplished as
board president.”
Marcus said the past year has
presented many challenges, but
the school board and district had
accomplished a lot in that time.
She referenced the opening of the
remodeled buildings (B1 and B2)
at Beverly Hills High School, the
completed renovations of the high
school’s Swim Gym, the successful negotiation of a three-year collective bargaining agreement with

district unions, an approved memorandum of understanding to
return to in-person learning and
the formation of the board’s
Facility
and
Construction
Committee.
“All of this was only possible
with the help of all the dedicated,
certificated and classified administration, our school board stakeholders and community members,” Marcus said. “As a colleague of mine once said, it takes
a village.”
Former school board member
and president Howard Goldstein,
currently chair of the facility and
construction committee, administered the oath of office to Margo,
who spoke briefly.
“President Wells put it very succinctly on what we have in front
of us and what we need to accomplish, and I agree with that,”
Margo said. “And we will do so
diplomatically, and we may not
always agree, but we will work
together. I think that’s the most
important thing.”
Margo was also selected to continue serving as the board’s representative to the Los Angeles
County
School
Trustees
Association and the Los Angeles
County Committee on School
District Organization.
The president and vice president will continue to serve as
board liaisons to the city of
Beverly Hills and the board’s
Facilities and Construction
Committee, while Marcus was
selected as a liaison to the city’s
Health and Safety Commission.
Board member Amanda Stern will
be the representative for the city’s
Human Relations Commission.
Marcus and board member
Gabe Halimi will be liaisons for
the board’s Finance Committee
and Citizens’ Bond Oversight
Committee.
The school board’s next meeting is scheduled for Jan. 18.
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Mary Wells was named president of the BHUSD Board of Education.
From left are Beverly Hills City Councilman Julian Gold, Wells, Mayor
Robert Wunderlich and Councilman Lester Friedman.

ness crisis, Newsom announced
Homekey, an innovative program
that housed over 8,000 individuals
by converting hotel rooms, motels,
vacant apartments and other buildings to permanent housing. In 2021,
the governor announced an
unprecedented
expansion
of
Homekey by investing $2.75 billion
to purchase and rehabilitate housing.
With support from philanthropy,
the state has partnered with
Enterprise Community Partners to
provide
communities
across
California with the technical and
capacity assistance needed to suc-

cessfully apply, develop and manage projects on behalf of residents
and impacted communities.
When there was an urgent
humanitarian need at the border, the
state launched California Dignity
For Families Fund to support
migrants and asylum seekers,
including unaccompanied children.
A partnership with Grantmakers
Concerned with Immigrants and
Refugees, the fund supports the
integration of new arrivals and their
families into California communities, with a particular focus on unaccompanied children after they are
placed with families or a sponsor.
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WeHo family business sells yuletide cheer
From page 1
Hills residents, but soon found the
clientele – which included hoteliers and some of the city’s most
notable residents – needed bigger
trees to fill their homes. Now, Mr.
Greentrees sells Christmas trees of
all sizes, with some that rise 20
feet in height.
Marble said the Campbells kept
their prices reasonable, which
often set them apart from other lots
in the area.
“I heard that some people who
used to sell [trees] would make up
prices on the spot, and there sometimes wasn’t a lot of integrity, but
my mom was the antithesis of
that,” Marble said. “She set prices
very firm, regardless of what sort
of vehicle a client drove up in.”
Within a few years, Mr.
Greentrees built a loyal clientele
and soon added wreaths and garland to its list of holiday decor. By
that time, Marble had moved east
to attend Sarah Lawrence College
in New York.
“I had no interest in the family
business at that time,” she said. “I
was working as a writer, and I realized how hard it was to make a living. Mom was always in need of
seasonal help, so I would help her
in between my other gigs.”
As she continued to work the
lot, Marble’s love of Christmas
cheer grew along with her family’s.
“Christmas was always a really
big deal for us. At times, it felt like
we lived in this Christmas wonderland,” Marble said. “When we
started doing the tree lot, we got to
bring all the joy and the spirit of
the holidays to the people in the
city, and that just feels really
good.”
When her mother retired in
2001, Marble took over managing
the lot before eventually purchasing the business, which now operates at 8950 Sunset Blvd. in West
Hollywood. Her father, Steven
Marble, has helped run the operation since 2003.
She now uses the lessons her
mother taught her to continue the
family business. It’s Mr.
Greentrees’ attention to detail and
quality of the trees that keeps customers coming back year after
year, Marble said.
“It’s pretty special to see return-
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Steven Marble, Lyra Marble and Dashiell Rupp enjoy spreading holiday cheer in Los Angeles.

ing customers,” she added. “Some
of our customers I have known
since I was 17 years old. It almost
feels like a family in a way.
They’re clients, and I’m providing
them a service, but every year we
connect, and they tell me about
their family and show me pictures,
and I tell them about my family.
It’s a really lovely sense of community.”
Though the Campbells have
since sold their tree farm in
Oregon, Marble said Mr.
Greentrees still has a mission to
partner with sustainable farmers.
Marble said the company
sources its trees from farms, not
forests. For every tree Mr.
Greentrees cuts from its farms in
Washington and Oregon, two
saplings are planted in the same
location, according to Mr.
Greentrees’ website.
“I grew up very environmentally-focused, so I always wondered
about cutting down trees and
whether it’s good for the environment,” Marble said. “But if the
farms weren’t growing trees,
they’d be growing other crops.
The Christmas tree farms, I feel,
provide a service because they’re
bringing more trees into the world
and all the benefits that come with
them.”
Throughout the years, the lot
has enacted other sustainability
efforts, such as using solar-powered generators for electricity.
Additionally, a portion of each

year’s profits are donated to environmental nonprofits, including
Tree People and Rainforest Action
Network because of their work to
stop deforestation, Marble said.
Mr. Greentrees sells trees until
the lot is sold out, though the
absolute last day to purchase is
Christmas Eve each year. The
selection has grown throughout
the years to include a variety of
firs,
including
Nordmann,
Douglas, Noble and Marble’s personal favorite, Silvertip.
“It’s a native California species,
and it sort of looks like a Charlie
Brown tree,” Marble said with a
chuckle. “I love it because of its
openness. They’re very wild and
fresh, and I think that’s sort of
exciting. Plus, they’re easy to decorate at the end of the season,
which is what I really want.”
After ensuring Angelenos can
deck their halls, Marble selects her
own tree to decorate on Christmas
Eve with her 11-year-old son,
Dashiell Rupp. It remains decorated through Epiphany on Jan. 6,
which commemorates the presentation of the infant Jesus to the
wise men.
Though Rupp’s involvement
with the family business stops at
gathering pinecones to sell to his
mom for wreaths, Marble said that
one day he could learn the tricks of
the trade.
“Maybe next year I’ll bring him
on,” she said. “It is a family business after all.”

City Council approves Encampment to Home program
The Los Angeles City Council
on Dec. 8 approved a motion by
Councilwoman Nithya Raman, 4th
District, that dedicates $1.2 million
in funding for a multi-site
Encampment to Home Program in
her district.
Modeled on efforts by the CD4
Homelessness Team and the location-based outreach and housing
operation that took place in Venice
earlier this year, the project’s goal
is to help navigate as many as 50
individuals, many of them chronically homeless, into shelter and to
connect them to permanent housing.
Raman’s motion also requested a
report back on the project’s outcome to help further establish a
baseline for these operations going
forward.
“The city showed a significant
commitment to solving our homelessness crisis in this most recent
budget, which included $80 million in the general city purposes
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The Los Angeles City Council approved $1.2 million in funding for the
program.

fund for homeless services,” she
said. “Dedicating a small fraction
of these funds to this program will
allow us to scale up a compassionate approach to addressing street
homelessness that has proven to be
successful and sustainable.”
The program will focus on the
Hollywood and Los Feliz portions

of the district, in accordance with
Council District 4’s redrawn
boundaries, which were approved
by the City Council. The CD4
Homelessness Team will complete
an official strategy and deployment
timeline, including the identification of permanent housing options
for participants in the program.

BHPD chief shares plan
From page 1
20 short of that goal, the police
chief said. The department hired five
officers last week and hopes to
employ another seven in the next
few months, he said.
“Just so you understand, when we
hire an officer, it’s not like they just
go right out into the field,”
Stainbrook said, adding that the
training process takes roughly a
year to complete. “If we get them
from another police department, it’s
shortened – it’s four or five months
– but still takes a little bit of time.”
BHPD is recruiting, and its chief
invited the community to help
spread the word that it is hiring.
In the interim, the department has
almost tripled the number of private
security patrols in Beverly Hills,
Stainbrook said. BHPD has also
mandated overtime for its officers
through the new year, he said.
Further, Stainbrook has requested
that a Beverly Hills detective be
placed on the Los Angeles Police
Department’s Follow Home Task
Force.
“We need to improve intelligence
and information sharing – work on
investigations that may cross jurisdictional boundaries and having
Beverly Hills personnel assigned to
LAPD and that task force specifically will help us do that.”
The city’s more than 2,000 security cameras also help, he said.
“That [number] is very good, and
we have used them very well –
retroactively. But what I would like
to do is have live monitoring and [a]
real-time monitoring process for
those 2,000 cameras and hire operators to focus on those. As you can
imagine, 2,000 cameras are too
much for any small group of people
to watch, so we’re also looking at
using artificial intelligence and
geofencing – things like that – to
improve the use of those cameras.”
BHPD has also ordered another
mobile camera trailer, which has
four cameras that link to the city’s
CCTV system, and is beginning to
deploy drones.
“[On Dec. 11], we flew our first
drone mission, and we’re working
on future 24/7 drone coverage,”
Stainbrook said. “The drone really
can do many of the things a helicopter can do and at a much lower

cost.”
Additionally, the department has
ordered 20 additional license plate
readers, with the goal of having
them installed at every entrance and
exit to Beverly Hills in the next
year, he said.
Stainbrook fielded questions
from residents during the virtual
event. One asked for comment on
the accusation that suspects arrested
for violent crimes in Los Angeles
County are often released quickly.
“I try, personally, to remain apolitical,” Stainbrook added. “I have
to work with the district attorney
[George Gascón]. The department
has to work with the district attorney
and our other partners at the local
and state and federal level, so I’m
very careful about not criticizing
people or organizations or policies
necessarily, but from a chief’s perspective, we have seen a confluence
of events that has led to increased
crime.”
Some city leaders have called for
further action, however. The day
after the town hall, Vice Mayor Lili
Bosse posted on Instagram that she
supported an effort to recall Gascón.
Stainbrook said Prop. 47 has
decriminalized many crimes that
had previously been labeled as
felonies. He also referenced Prop.
57, which he said made it easier to
release criminals from prison and
reduce the prison population quickly. “No bail laws” have also contributed to the current state of crime
in L.A. County, the chief added.
The state was once, perhaps, a little too tough on crime, Stainbrook
said, mentioning California’s Three
Strikes sentencing law, which was
amended by voters in 2012. Now, it
appears the pendulum has swung
too far the other way, he said.
“I just think we need to come
back to that middle ground, and
that’s really up to the public. That’s
your politicians.”
Stainbrook also outlined many
ways that residents can stay safe and
help law enforcement officers in
their investigations. The BHPD is
currently revamping its crime prevention website, but safety tips can
be found at beverlyhills.org/departments/policedepartment/crimeinformation/crimeprevention/web.jsp.

Calling mural artists to uplift CD10
The Office of Los Angeles City
Council District 10, in collaboration
with the city’s Department of
Cultural Affairs, have announced the
release of a request for proposals for
a mural installation on a city building along the Western Avenue commercial corridor.
DCA staff are looking for a mural
that uplifts the work happening to
address the homelessness crisis,
inspires the establishment of a “right
to housing” and bolsters community
pride.
“We hope the selected mural will
provide a sense of pride to the frontline workers and acknowledge their
dedication and commitment to ending homelessness in the city,” said
Felicia Filer, acting assistant general
manager to DCA.
The 10th Council District has
partnered with Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority to
transform the building at 1819 S.
Western Ave. into the South Los
Angeles Street Engagement and
Coordination Hub.
Staff activities will include conducting meetings and trainings for
new street engagement workers and

community-based partners, and the
centralization of personnel to support regular engagement with
unhoused persons. The daily work of
street engagement team members
will involve providing wellness
checks, triaging those affected by
COVID-19 and connecting individuals experiencing homelessness to
both interim and permanent housing.
Proposals will be assessed based
on experience and qualifications as
well as proposed concepts. They are
due by Jan. 17.
For
information,
visit
culturela.org.

Answers From Page 26

32 December 16, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

