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Frieze Week in BH it is Council motions all over the map
n City partners with international art fair in 2022
By AAron Blevins
Organizers for the Frieze art fair
have accommodated a request by the
city of Beverly Hills to incorporate
the city into the name of the organization’s West Coast production,
which was originally presented as
Frieze L.A.
Now called Frieze Week in
Beverly Hills, the art fair will be held
from Feb. 17 to 20 at the future site

of One Beverly Hills, 9900 Wilshire
Blvd. While that is the official
address of the event, the public will
have access to programming and
installations at Greystone Mansion
and Gardens, in Beverly Gardens
Park and on Rodeo Drive.
“I know this is going to be
extremely successful,” Vice Mayor
Lili Bosse said during the Beverly
Hills City Council study session
See Frieze page 26
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In February 2020, Frieze L.A. was held at Paramount Studios.
Organizers found a new home for the event in Beverly Hills.

n Members submit

38 requests for
redistricting changes
By edwin folven
A Los Angeles City Council ad
hoc committee will begin considering council district boundaries on
Nov. 5 after receiving a final map
from the council’s independent
redistricting commission.
The commission’s map has
drawn criticism from some members of the council and support from
others, and left in question the future
of Councilman Paul Krekorian’s
2nd District and Councilwoman
Nithya Raman’s 4th District.
On Nov. 2, the City Council
voted unanimously to form the
seven-member Los Angeles City
Council Ad Hoc Redistricting
Committee. Council President Nury
Martinez, 6th District, appointed
herself as chair and Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, as vice
chair. The committee will also
include
Raman
and
Councilmembers Paul Koretz, 5th
District; Kevin de Leon, 14th
District; Bob Blumenfield, 3rd
District; and Curren Price, 9th
District.
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The Los Angeles City Council created an ad hoc committee that will
consider changes to the redistricting commission’s map.

The redistricting commission
created two new districts called “2
or 4” and “4 or 2,” both of which
are primarily in the San Fernando
Valley. The potential 4th District
would have a southern border of
Franklin Avenue in Hollywood.
The Miracle Mile, Hancock Park,
Windsor Square and Larchmont
Village were moved from the 4th
District to the 5th District on the
commission’s map. The proposed
13th District includes most of
Hollywood and neighborhoods

north of Fountain Avenue to
Hollywood Boulevard currently in
the 4th District.
Council members also submitted 38 motions on Nov. 2 to
change district boundaries established in the independent redistricting commission’s map. The
changes would affect many different parts of the city, and the Ad
Hoc Redistricting Committee will
deliberate whether to alter the
boundaries before sending them to
See Council page 22

Obamas headline ‘Black American Portraits’
By Brynn MecheM
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The Tail O’ the Pup stand will open on Santa Monica Boulevard after
being closed for 16 years.

An L.A. classic returns
By Brynn MecheM
For almost 60 years, motorists
cruising down La Cienega or
Beverly boulevards were met with
an unusual sight — an 18-foot hot
dog oozing with bright yellow
mustard.
It wasn’t an edible frankfurter,
but a staple of the city. Beginning
in 1946, Tail O’ the Pup served up
delectable dogs and mouthwatering French fries. Functioning
under the catchphrase “Tasty hot
pups – you’ll like ‘em,” the stand
was visited by a long roster of

celebrities and musicians until it
closed in 2005.
Now, however, thanks to fortuitous timing and a development
group focused on preserving Los
Angeles’ landmarks, the icon will
return to the streets of L.A.
As he prepares to reopen the
stand, developer Bobby Green
remembered seeing it for the first
time at the age of 10 after his family moved to Los Angeles.
“I just thought it was the coolest
thing, the same way I thought the
Chinese Theatre was cool or the
See Tail page 22

On a pristine, white wall in a
gallery at the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art hangs two portraits
which break the mold outlined by
the presidential portraits before
them.
The brightly-colored portraits of
Barack and Michelle Obama, on
loan from the Smithsonian’s
National Portrait Gallery, are hung
so that the viewer is facing north.
The gesture is an homage to the
North Star, the Underground
Railroad and the continued quest
for freedom, said Liz Andrews, a
co-curator for LACMA’s debut of
“The Obama Portraits Tour.”
“One generation before Obama,
a Black man wouldn’t have been
allowed to vote in a presidential
election,” she said. “It’s only in
keeping an eye on the North Star
generation after generation that has
led us to a place where it’s possible
to have a Black president.”
Since their unveiling in 2018, the
portraits have embarked on a fivecity tour, which began at the Art
Institute of Chicago, before continuing to the Brooklyn Museum,
LACMA, Atlanta’s High Art
Museum and The Museum of Fine
Arts, Houston.
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“Barack Obama” by Kehinde Wiley, left, and “Michelle LaVaughn
Robinson Obama” by Amy Sherald, right, will be exhibited at LACMA as
part of their tour of five U.S. cities.

Each museum is presenting the
portraits in their own way, and
curators at LACMA paired the portraits tour with an exhibition titled
“Black American Portraits,” which
highlights the evolution of portraits
done by and featuring Black
Americans. Both exhibitions will
open to the public on Nov. 7.
The exhibition in the Resnick
Pavilion features work spanning
200 years, with portraits from the

Emancipation era, the Harlem
Renaissance and most recently, the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“We want people to think about
the history that led to the Obama
portraits,” Andrews said. “When
you walk up to them, they’re highly-symbolic, powerful works, and
what makes it possible for these
beautiful portraits to exist is a history of Black Americans using porSee LACMA page 26
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Prepare for L.A. Marathon
street closures on Nov. 7
The 36th annual Los Angeles
Marathon will be held on Sunday,
Nov. 7, and athletes will run on
streets in Los Angeles, West
Hollywood and Beverly Hills before
ending at the finish line on Avenue of
the Stars in Century City.
“We are thrilled to welcome the
L.A. Marathon back to Beverly
Hills,” Mayor Robert Wunderlich
said. “We hope our iconic streets
inspire and bring a spring to the steps
of the runners as they enter the final
third of the race.”
“As Los Angeles Marathon runners set out on a new 26.2-mile
course from Dodger Stadium to the
Avenue of the Stars in Century City,
they’ll pass through incredible spots
in our city that make history and
mark progress,” West Hollywood
Mayor Lauren Meister added.
Beverly Hills will welcome runners with entertainment and community support along the route. The
L.A. Marathon will follow health
and safety protocols outlined by the
Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health. Spectators are encouraged to practice physical distancing
and wear face coverings along the
route.
Road closures and parking restrictions will be in effect in Beverly Hills
from 5 a.m. to 1 p.m. A detour will be
in place until 5 p.m. at the western
border of Beverly Hills at Wilshire
Boulevard and North Santa Monica
Boulevard, as well as at Moreno
Drive and South Santa Monica
Boulevard. Access to all local businesses will be maintained.
Portions of North Santa Monica
Boulevard, South Santa Monica
Boulevard, Doheny Drive, Rodeo
Drive and Wilshire Boulevard will
be closed.
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Runners will pass through
Hollywood, West Hollywood and
Beverly Hills during the 2021 L.A.
Marathon.

Runners will also pass through
Hollywood and West Hollywood,
and road closures will be in place
along the route in those areas. The
L.A. Marathon begins at Dodger
Stadium and passes through downtown before heading northwest along
Sunset Boulevard to Vermont
Avenue, north to Hollywood
Boulevard, west on Hollywood
Boulevard past the Chinese Theater,
then back south to Sunset Boulevard
and west into West Hollywood.
Roads scheduled to be closed in West
Hollywood
include
Sunset
Boulevard between Marmont Lane
and Clark/San Vicente Boulevard,
San Vicente Boulevard between
Sunset Boulevard and Melrose
Avenue, Santa Monica Boulevard
between La Cienega Boulevard and
Doheny Drive, and Doheny Drive
between Santa Monica and Beverly
boulevards.
For questions regarding Beverly
Hills street closures on the day of the
marathon, call (310)550-4680. For
information, visit lamarathon.com
and beverlyhills.org/marathon.

Hollywood
Temple Beth El

Rabbi Norbert Weinberg, of
Hollywood Temple Beth El, will
interview Emanuel Shahaf, co-chair
of the Federation Movement, on
Saturday, Nov. 6, at noon, following
shabbat services, which start at 10
a.m. Since 2014, Shahaf has served
as co-chair of the Federation
Movement, which promotes a federation as a realistic approach to
resolving the conflict between the
state of Israel and the Palestinians.
Shahaf will appear virtually for the
interview, available for viewing on
the congregation’s Facebook page
and YouTube channel. 1317 N.
Crescent
Heights
Blvd.
facebook.com/htbel/live
and
youtube.com/channel/UCUIqJSPik
cnCs0-7vD2PWww.

Western film

Film fans won’t want to miss a
screening of “The Rider” on
Saturday, Nov. 6, at 1:30 p.m. at
the Autry Museum of the American
West. Director Chloé Zhao’s 2017
film is an exploration of a rodeo
rider’s experiences after a head
injury. Starring horse whisperer and
first-time actor Brady Jandreau and
his family, the film presents a fresh
vision of the contemporary indigenous West. Josh Garrett-Davis,
Gamble associate curator of western
history, popular culture and firearms
for the museum will introduce the
program. The film is free with $14
museum admission. 4700 Western
Heritage Way. (323)667-2000,
theautry.org.

American Youth
Symphony

American Youth Symphony is holding its annual Hollywood Project
live-to-film concert on Saturday,

West Hollywood seismic retrofit
program opens for applications
Owners of single-family homes
in the city of West Hollywood can
now apply to a statewide
Earthquake Brace + Bolt incentive
program developed by the
California Residential Mitigation
Program to help homeowners
defray the cost of seismic retrofits
to their houses.
Owners of houses in ZIP codes
90046, 90048 and 90069 are eligible to apply for a randomly-selected limited number of seismic retrofit grants of up to $3,000 to help
pay costs associated with retrofitting houses to lessen earthquake
damage.
The purpose of the program is to
help homeowners lessen the potential for damage to their houses during an earthquake by “bracing” the
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West Hollywood homeowners can
receive financial help with seismic
retrofitting.

crawl space, when necessary, and
“bolting” the foundation to the
frame of a house. EBB has helped
thousands of California homeowners to complete retrofits.
Residential seismic retrofitting
strengthens older homes, making
them more resistant to incurring
damage during an earthquake. This
is done by bolting a house to its
foundation to improve the connection between the wood framing and
the concrete foundation, and by
adding plywood bracing around the
perimeter of the crawl space to
keep the house from toppling off of
its foundation.
The California Residential
Mitigation Program is a joint entity
formed by its members, the
California Earthquake Authority
and the Governor’s Office of
Emergency Services. During the
2021 program, EBB is offering an
additional supplemental grant to
help low-income homeowners pay
for a seismic retrofit.
Registration for the EBB program
is
currently
open.
Registration will be open for a limited time; once registration ends,
qualifying homeowners will be
selected through a random drawing,
after which they will be notified if
they have been selected, or if they
have been placed on the waiting
list.
For
information,
visit
EarthquakeBraceBolt.com.

Nov. 6, at 4 p.m.
at
UCLA’s
Royce Hall. The
orchestra will
perform John
Powell’s Oscarnominated score
live with “How
to Train Your Dragon,” and will also
perform music to Mason Bates’
“Philharmonia Fantastique,” a 20minute animated film that uses
instruments to explore the connection between creativity and technology. Tickets are $18. Following the
concert, AYS will host the annual
Hollywood Project dinner honoring
Powell. Dinner begins at 7 p.m. and
reservations start at $450. 10745
Dickson Court. aysymphony.org.

‘The Children’

The Los Angeles premiere of Lucy
Kirkwood’s “The Children” runs
from Saturday, Nov. 6, through
Sunday, Jan. 23, at the Fountain
Theatre. The thriller is about
responsibility, reparation and what
one generation owes the next. With
the outside world in chaos following
a devastating environmental disaster, two retired
nuclear engineers live a
quiet life in a
remote cottage
on the British
coast until a surprise visit from
a former colleague
upends
their
trust.
Showtimes are 8 p.m., Monday,
Friday and Saturday; 2 p.m.,
Sunday. Tickets start at $25. 5060
Fountain Ave. (323)663-1525, fountaintheatre.com.

L.A. Filmforum

Los Angeles Filmforum presents
Underground Movies, an online
series on Sundays, Nov. 7, 14 and
21, at 4 p.m. The series explores

how filmmakers have represented
hidden worlds through documentary
observation, performative bodily
engagement, abstraction, archival
montage and computer graphics.
The films on Nov. 7 include
“Interior New York Subway, 14th
Street to 42nd Street,” “Nine
Guided Tours,” “Into All That Is
Here,” “Substrait (Underground
Dailies)” and “Sound of a Million
Insects, Light of a Thousand Stars.”
Discussions on the films will be
held each week. General admission
is $12. lafilmforum.org.

Friends of
B.H. Library

Friends of the Beverly Hills Public
Library is holding a half-price
sale on all cookbooks
from
Sunday, Nov. 7,
through Sunday,
Nov. 14, at the
Friends Bookstore. Prepare for
holiday meals and support the
library. Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday; 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Saturday; and noon to 4
p.m., Sunday. 444 N. Rexford Drive.
(310)288-2209.

REDEEMher

Following a run at the Hollywood
Fringe Festival, “REDEEMher”
comes to the Binge Free Festival at
Santa Monica Playhouse on
Tuesday, Nov. 9, at 7:30 p.m.
Written and performed by Tatum
Langton, the show is subtitled “How
I Screwed Up My Perfect Mormon
Life.” It focuses on a young
Mormon woman who grapples with
the aftermath of infidelity.
Admission is free but reservations
are required. 1211 Fourth St.
(310)394-9779, ext. 1, santamonicaplayhouse.com.

Feuer calls for ballot measure to
create smaller council districts
Los Angeles City Attorney and
mayoral candidate Mike Feuer
announced plans on Nov. 1 to
gather signatures citywide to
place a measure before voters
next year to cut the size of council districts in half and remove
the power to redraw district maps
from politicians.
“Power over council boundaries has got to be in the hands of
the people, not self-interested
politicians controlling the
process behind the scenes to protect their power,” Feuer said. “It’s
gotten so bad that commissioners
themselves support my proposal
for a truly independent panel to
draw up districts. And cutting
council districts in half will bring
council members much closer to
the communities they serve, leading to the more responsive and
accountable leadership voters so
desperately want.”
The
My
Neighborhood
Empowerment Plan proposed by
Feuer aims to make civic leaders
more responsive and transparent.
“L.A.’s big problems need big
ideas and leaders who’ve proven
they can deliver,” Feuer added.
“My Neighborhood Empowerment Plan would be the first
structural reform to City Hall in a
generation. And we need it now.
Empowering our residents means
putting them in charge of district

boundaries and
giving them
council members
who
respond rapidly to their concerns
over
everything from
homelessness
to public safety City Attorney
Mike Feuer
to traffic gridlock.”
Jill Banks Barad, chair of the
Valley Alliance of Neighborhood
Councils, supports Feuer’s initiative.
“Smaller districts will allow
communities of interest to hold
together and our city leadership
will likely become much more
diverse and focused on solving
our most pressing problems, like
delivering basic services and ending homelessness, if they can
focus on fewer constituents,”
Barad said.
Feuer said he will strive to
make his plan as cost-neutral as
possible so resources are
deployed to priorities such as
homelessness, public safety and
beautifying neighborhoods.
Feuer is planning to hold conversations with community members and enlist volunteers to collect signatures and place the measure before voters in November
2022.
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Rodeo Drive fashion retailers give back
n Committee spotlights

local philanthropy as
holidays approach
By AAron Blevins
Rodeo Drive may be a global
retail and tourist destination, but its
businesses and retailers have been
increasingly looking local, especially in terms of their philanthropic
efforts leading up to the holidays.
The Rodeo Drive Committee
recently promoted a handful of its
fashion retailers’ charitable initiatives as an acknowledgement to the
conversations about social responsibility that have happened over the
last year and a half.
“More than ever, each brand by
themselves … are not just looking to
contribute and support, but are also
looking for an authentic contribution
to something,” said Kathy Gohari,
the committee’s president. “At one
point in the lockdown, when everybody felt helpless, the only thing you
could do was try to help wherever
you could. So, that has been continuing.”
The committee gave back too,
donating lunches and dinners to
employees and volunteers at CedarsSinai Medical Center when the pandemic was at its peak. Gohari said
the committee was not alone in
wanting to contribute.
“Every day on Instagram, you see
a different brand coming up with
some sort of a partnership or supporting a new cause,” she added.
“We just thought it was an interesting [trend] as we were going into the

holiday season … the season of truly
giving. It’s just an appropriate conversation to have.
“When we look at big brands like
Gucci and LVMH, they all have
major partnerships globally, but it’s
the people who work in the stores,
the managers in the stores, who also
want to be part of it and want to have
more of a local connection to it. So,
they’re reaching out to their corporate offices and asking if they can
participate locally, and fortunately,
almost always the answer is yes.”
The American Cancer Society, the
Breast Cancer Research Foundation,
After-School All-Stars, the Zegna
nature reserve, Miracle Babies Los
Angeles and the Robin Hood
Foundation were among the organizations and causes the committee
showcased.
In September, luxury watch and
jewelry retailer Westime co-hosted
its eighth annual charity night for
After-School All-Stars, a program
founded by Arnold Schwarzenegger
in 1992. Held at Schwarzenegger’s
home, the event raised $6.25 million, the largest in its history.
Greg Simonian, Westime’s president, said the partnership with
ASAS originated 10 years ago from
the company's desire to give back.
Since then, the collaboration has
blossomed.
Simonian said Westime’s contributions are for the cause – not the
publicity. It doesn’t hurt that the
charity is a ton of fun and aims to
starkly contrast from typical blacktie galas that feature speeches and
over-priced entrées, he said.
“I think you do see a lot of [philanthropy] in the sort of ‘luxury

world’ in America,” Simonian said.
“The idea of giving back and the
idea of donating to various causes
that people are passionate about, I
think it’s uniquely an American
thing. It’s done all over the world –
of course, there are philanthropists
from all over the world – but it’s
very American. You don’t see it as a
necessity in luxury sales in Europe.”
ASAS chief of staff Kristy
McCarthy said Westime’s support
has been “absolutely instrumental”
for the nonprofit organization’s programming, which is utilized in 19
chapters nationally, with one in Los
Angeles. She said the charity night
in September was “just tremendous.”
“We had all the [COVID-19] protocols in place, but people were really excited to gather together, and I
think people were really excited to
give back,” McCarthy said. “That
really showed in their generosity.”
Elsewhere on Rodeo Drive, fashion retailer MCM supported the
American Cancer Society through
the month of October by donating
10% of its special product assortment sales. It’s a relatively new partnership of just three years, but it has
raised $50,000 toward cancer
research so far.
“I feel like everyone is touched by
cancer in some way – or have
friends who have been affected by it
or family members – so the customers really gravitate toward this
initiative,” said Dan Manioci,
MCM’s head of marketing and communications. “They like being a part
of it.”
He said the partnership began in
the Texas market as a localized
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Westime president Greg Simonian, Westime founder John Simonian
and Arnold Schwarzenegger helped raise more than $6 million for AfterSchool All-Stars this year.

store-incentive, and then it grew into
a company-wide initiative. Manioci
said he sees philanthropy as a necessity for businesses, which should
leverage their influence.
“I think that brands today need
to,” he added. “It’s no longer [as
simple as] you sell a product. I think
you need to be hyper-involved and
aware of your actions. …If you’re
making money, you should be giving back. We believe that, as a brand,
we should be helping people too. It’s
not just about the bottom line.”
In addition to Westime and MCM,
Jimmy Choo donated 20% of the
proceeds from its exclusively-curated, bright-pink shoe and handbag
collection to the Breast Cancer

Research Foundation up to
$100,000 for the month of October.
And, through Jan. 1, David
Yurman will donate 20% of the purchase price of select North Star
designs to the David Yurman X
Unity Fund that benefits the poverty-fighting Robin Hood Foundation.
Gohari said Rodeo Drive businesses benefit numerous causes
year-round, but a call for charitable
giving seemed especially pertinent
with winter approaching and so
many people in need.
“What a little bit of money does
for these types of causes really
makes you take a moment and
appreciate everything that you have
going into the season,” she added.
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Three women face charges for Authorities investigate fatal shooting in WeHo
Female victim found
allegedly defrauding PATH
in apartment building
n

By edwin folven

The California Attorney
General’s Office has filed 56
charges against three women
who allegedly defrauded the
nonprofit People Assisting the
Homeless of $400,000 earmarked for housing and services.
Two of the defendants,
Valencia Stevenson, 38, and
LaToi Allena Pledger, 45, formerly worked for PATH as a program manager and case manager,
respectively. A third defendant,
Sareena Stevenson, 44, is a relative of Valencia Stevenson,
according to the criminal complaint. All three women have
pleaded not guilty to 56 counts of
grand theft and embezzlement,
with special allegations of committing aggravated white collar
crimes with losses exceeding
$100,000.
The criminal complaint stated
that Valencia Stevenson and
Pledger worked for PATH in
2017 and were responsible for
securing housing for individuals
experiencing
homelessness.
PATH receives funds to house
homeless individuals from the
Los Angeles Homeless Services
Authority, which requires that
the money is paid directly to the
owners or managers of properties
where unhoused individuals are
referred. Valencia Stevenson and
Pledger allegedly enlisted
Sareena Stevenson to pose as the
owner or manager of different
properties and created referrals
for associates of the defendants
who were not homeless. PATH
funds meant to pay for the housing were allegedly sent to
Sareena Stevenson, who then
shared the money with her
alleged co-conspirators, the
criminal complaint stated.
PATH, which refers people to
housing throughout the city, also
operates a facility with a temporary shelter and other services for
homeless individuals at 340 N.
Madison
Ave.
in
East
Hollywood. The nonprofit also
serves people experiencing
homelessness
throughout
California, from Sacramento to
San Diego.
The alleged crimes occurred
between January and September
2017, when PATH administrators
discovered discrepancies in
records and reported them to
police. According to the criminal
complaint, administrators recognized one of the names on a
referral as being Pledger’s
boyfriend, who was not homeless.

The Los Angeles Police
Department’s
Commercial
Crimes Division investigated the
case for four years before arresting the three women in
September. The California
Attorney General’s Office filed
the case on Sept. 9. Authorities
did not disclose why the investigation took so long, but said it
involved dozens of referrals to
properties in Los Angeles,
Riverside and San Bernardino.
“This was a very lengthy and
complex investigation,” said
Capt. Lillian Carranza, commanding officer of the LAPD’s
Commercial Crimes Division.
“We are very proud of the work
done by our commercial crimes
detectives. This case could not
have been brought to fruition
without their work ethics, tenacity and commitment to duty. The
victims of these crimes deserve
justice and due process.”
California Attorney General
Rob Bonta said the defendants
betrayed public trust.
“By helping families secure a
roof over their heads, taxpayer
funded programs like PATH provide Californians in need with an
invaluable resource,” Bonta said.
“When these programs are taken
advantage of or stolen from, the
individuals and families who
depend on them are the most
harmed.”
PATH spokesman Tyler
Renner said Stevenson and
Pledger were both terminated in
2017. PATH has reimbursed
LAHSA for the funds allegedly
misappropriated by the defendants. Renner said PATH has
taken measures to ensure similar
crimes do not occur again.
“As an organization, PATH
has enhanced its audit procedures, built out its compliance
review team and enhanced our
system of checks and balances
for all funding sources and
spending,” read a statement supplied by Renner. “PATH leadership will continue to fully participate in the legal proceedings and
does not have any further information to share publicly at this
time. As an organization dedicated to ending homelessness for
individuals, families and communities, we are appalled that
people would take away valuable
resources from vulnerable,
unhoused people.”
The case remains under investigation, and police encourage
anyone who has information to
call LAPD Commercial Crimes
Division detectives at (213)4866620.

Cyclists involved in fight on
Halloween in Beverly Hills

By edwin folven

Beverly Hills Police Department
officers responded to reports of a
fight involving a group of bicyclists
at approximately 11 p.m. on Oct. 31
in Beverly Gardens Park.
BHPD Lt. Giovanni Trejo said
multiple reports were received about
a group of approximately 200
cyclists who had stopped in the park
near North Santa Monica Boulevard
and Beverly Drive. Officers arrived

and determined a small group was
involved in an altercation, Trejo said.
The majority of the group left
when officers arrived and headed
westbound on North Santa Monica
Boulevard. A small group stayed at
the scene, and police located two
male cyclists suffering from minor
facial injuries, Trejo added. They
refused medical help and also left the
area, he said. Trejo did not have any
further information, and no suspects
are being sought.

hallway

By edwin folven

Detectives from the Los Angeles
County Sheriff's Department’s
Homicide Bureau are searching for
clues in the fatal shooting of a
woman on Oct. 28 in an apartment
building at 7316 Santa Monica
Blvd. in West Hollywood.
Deputies from the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station
received 911 calls at approximately
7:30 p.m. about gunfire at the sixstory, 371-apartment building.
They found the female adult victim
lying in a sixth-floor hallway suffering from a gunshot wound to the
upper torso. The victim was taken
to a hospital where she was pronounced dead, authorities said.
Lt. Brandon Dean, of the
Sheriff's Department’s Homicide
Bureau, said no motive has been
established and no suspects have
been arrested. He said the female
victim is believed to have been
inside an apartment on the sixth
floor, but authorities are still working with the building owners to
determine who lives there and who
may have been inside when the
shooting occurred.
“We believe it is connected to
people staying at one of the units,”
Dean said. “There were several
people hanging out in one of the
apartments.”
The victim was not identified
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A woman in her 20s was shot and killed on Oct. 28 in an apartment building on Santa Monica Boulevard.

pending notification of next of kin.
Dean described her a Hispanic
woman in her 20s. He said investigators are in the process of reviewing security camera footage from
the building and surrounding neighborhood.
A sixth-floor resident of the
building who asked to remain
anonymous said he didn’t know
about the circumstances of the murder but is concerned about how
easy it is to get inside the property.
The resident said there are two
security guards stationed at the
apartment building, and an electronic key fob is required to enter
the lobby and elevators, but people

frequently let in others without verifying who they are.
“Clearly, people are very concerned about security now,” the resident said. “No one knows for sure
what happened. We don’t know if it
was somebody staying there, we
don’t know if it was somebody who
came up to see somebody staying
there or what.”
Dean urged anyone with information to call the Los Angeles
County Sheriff's Department's
Homicide Bureau at (323)8905500. Tips may also be made
anonymously to Crime Stoppers by
calling (800)222-TIPS or visiting
lacrimestoppers.org.

       
   

These workshops are intended for landlords, property managers, renters, or anyone
who assists in property management. They explain landlord and tenant rights and
responsibilities under the Rent Stabilization Ordinance. They are also useful for anyone
contemplating buying or selling rental property in the City of Beverly Hills.

NOVEMBER 10, 2021 | RSO BASICS AND UPDATES
6:00 – 7:30 PM
Location: Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83592202246?pwd=SjFKNUErUDNvQk
6NmxmeWRJSnhxZz09
Meeting ID: 835 9220 2246
Passcode: 612206

DECEMBER 8, 2021 | 2022 REGISTRATION
6:00 – 7:30 PM
Location: Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83368238147?pwd=Qk9MMWU3cWFFbjZ2T
mRVQVF3QkFldz09
Meeting ID: 833 6823 8147
Passcode: 536356
Meeting will also be televised on BHTV Channel 10, and can be streamed online at
www.beverlyhills.org/watchlive
For more information about the program: www.beverlyhills.org/bhrent
Email: bhrent@beverlyhills.org • Tel. 310-285-1031
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Council Chamber is wheelchair accessible. If you need special assistance to
attend this meeting, please call the City Clerk's Office at (310) 285-2400 or TTY (310) 285-6881. Please notify the City Clerk's Office
at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting if you require captioning service so that reasonable arrangements can be made.
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BHUSD removes candidate
n Board of education

apologizes for clerical
error before interviews
By AAron Blevins
The Beverly Hills Unified
School District Board of
Education interviewed candidates
for its vacant board seat on Nov. 2,
but it did so with one less candidate than originally approved.
The board on Oct. 19 made a
clerical error in adding former
school board member Howard
Goldstein to the group of candidates the board would interview,
president Rachelle Marcus said.
She said she reviewed tape of
the meeting and realized that only
one board member had voted for
Goldstein. Candidates had to
receive three votes in order to
qualify for an interview in the custom process the school board utilized to filter potential board members.
“It does not seem fair that a person that had one vote is going to be
going forward,” Marcus said.
During the Oct. 19 meeting, the
board president said she could not
support Goldstein being appointed
to fill the vacancy.
“He’s got the experience and
everything else, but there are some
things that happened before with
me, and I cannot vote for him,”
Marcus said. “This is more something he said when he left the
board and something that happened when I ran for the board, so
I have a very negative feeling
about that at this point.”
She did not elaborate, and
Goldstein did not respond to a
request for comment.
According to his application,
Goldstein, an attorney, served on
the board from 2013-18 and was
president twice. He is the chair of
the BHUSD Facilities and
Construction Committee and a
member
of
its
Citizens
Construction
Advisory
Committee.
It appeared that at least two
board
members
supported
Goldstein. Board member Amanda
Stern said he was an “amazing,
amazing source of knowledge” on
Oct. 19.
“He is a tireless and committed
member,” she said. “Again, I think
his temperament is also a good fit
for us.”
Board member Noah Margo
said Goldstein and attorney/advisor Judith Friedman were the best
applicants on paper “by far.”
“I served with him,” Margo
said. “It should be known that
Howard and I disagreed on the single most important vote in the last
decade, and that is creating a middle school, so if people think that
we’re somehow aligned because
we work together, we actually
voted differently on that. It speaks
volumes that we were able to work
together and even disagree, and
that’s very important to have on
the board.”
However, the board voted unanimously to move forward with
interviews for the other seven
applicants: Friedman, retired
physician Michael Amir-Salkin,
former student board member
Gabriel Halimi, attorney Brigitte
Lifson,
attorney
Judith
Manouchehri, attorney Robert E.
Myers and physician Aaron
Reitman.
“I also apologize on behalf of
our board … to Mr. Goldstein for
the error that was made,” Vice

President Mary Wells said. “I do
appreciate Mr. Goldstein, as well
as all of the other candidates that
have put their name in the hat and
filled out applications and are willing to consider being on the board
for this short period of time.”
The seat became vacant after
former board member Tristian
Walker-Shuman abruptly resigned
in September amid questions
about her residency. The new
board member will serve through
the next regularly-scheduled election in November 2022.
The public can still petition the
Los Angeles County Office of
Education to hold a special election to fill the vacancy.
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Forest Lawn plans virtual Veteran’s Day ceremony
Forest Lawn’s 62nd annual
Veterans Day Celebration will be
held virtually for the second year in
a row due to the pandemic on
Thursday, Nov. 11, at 11 a.m.
Forest Lawn will host the event
on its grounds in the Hollywood
Hills and stream it via Facebook
Live and will honor members of the
United States military with a flyover, patriotic music, invocation
and benediction, color guard and
wreath laying ceremony.
Program highlights include a
keynote speech by actress and
United States Navy veteran Jennifer
Marshall; a presidential proclamation by Kaya Plansker of
Leadership Pasadena; a presenta-

tion by guest speaker Los Angeles
City Controller Ron Galperin; and
musical performances by Band of
the California Battalion, under the
direction of Gary Scott.
“It is our great honor to celebrate
and memorialize the service and
bravery of the members of the U.S.
Armed Forces,” said Rodolfo
Saenz, senior vice president of marketing for Forest Lawn. “This year’s
virtual celebration will build upon
the success of last year’s streaming
event and continue the longstanding
traditions that have made Forest
Lawn’s Veterans Day Celebration
so special over the past 62 years.”
To view the event, visit facebook.com/forestlawn.

photo courtesy of Jennifer Marshall

Jennifer Marshall
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El Rodeo School construction delayed
n Beverly Hills Unified

hopes for 2023-24
reopening date
By AAron Blevins
The construction at El Rodeo
Elementary School will take
approximately two years longer
than originally anticipated, as the
Beverly Hills Unified School
District now expects to reopen the
campus in the 2023-24 school year.
As part of the district’s reconfiguration, the school is undergoing a
modernization as it transitions from
a K-8 to a TK-5 school. It closed in
June 2019 and was expected to
open in 2021.
However, “procurement issues”
have occurred during the pandemic
that have delayed construction,
BHUSD assistant superintendent J.

Wade Roach said. However, the
work is approximately 40% complete, he said.
“A lot of the work has to do with
seismic retrofitting, making sure
the school is earthquake proof, and
then, basically, the classrooms are
going to remain the same,” Roach
added. “The instructional program
will change it a little bit since it’s no
longer a 6-8, and that basically
means that we’ll have to have more
age-appropriate restrooms for our
smaller kids or younger kids. There
are some changes in the design
based on that. Other than that,
there’s not many changes.”
Additionally, the district is
accommodating the community’s
desire to retain the architectural
integrity of the school, which
opened in 1927 and is located at
605 Whittier Drive. Roach said
work is ongoing to restore the

rendering courtesy of BHUSD

When construction is completed, students will return to El Rodeo
Elementary School, and the district will find a new use for Hawthorne
Elementary School.

building’s façade.
“That was important to the community, so there’s a lot of work
being done toward that restoration,”
he said, adding that the district is
also restoring the school’s theater.
Currently, El Rodeo is not being
used in any capacity. Temporarily,
the district had housed its maintenance and operations department
on the campus because of subway
remediation issues at Beverly Hills
High School, Roach said.
The BHUSD Board of Education
voted unanimously last week to
approve moving services to rehouse
the department in the high school.
Further, the board approved an
amendment to the district’s construction agreement with ProWest
Constructors for the retrofit and
modernization project with a total
cost not to exceed $125 million.
The construction is separated
into seven phases and includes
selective demolition, asbestos
abatement, erosion control, heating
and air conditioning work, historical cast stone and exterior ornamental tile restoration and new theater seating.
According to the board agenda,
the vote last week authorized Phase
7, which will cost a maximum of
$6.7 million and be paid for using
Measure BH funding. Measure BH
was approved by voters in 2018 and
authorized the issuance of $385
million in bonds for school repairs.
When the school closed in 2019,
the majority of students transferred
to Hawthorne Elementary School
or Beverly Vista Middle School.
When El Rodeo Elementary School
reopens, Hawthorne will likely find

rendering courtesy of BHUSD

El Rodeo Elementary School is undergoing a modernization that called
for the restoration of the building’s façade.

a new use, Roach said. Early discussions have indicated the possibility of converting it into an early
education center or using it as a
location for some adult classes, he
said.
“They’re looking at different
options about the use of
Hawthorne, and some of that may
require a little bit of modernization,” Roach added. “The board
has said that they only need to
operate two elementary schools.”
He said the modernization project at El Rodeo Elementary
School had an initial budget of
$153 million, and the district has
spent approximately $65 million
thus far.
“Students are going to get a
brand-new, modernized school,”
Roach added. “There’s a lot of
excitement growing about reopen-

ing.”
Dustin Seemann, the district’s
assistant superintendent of education services, said that having
“state-of-the-art" facilities similar
to those at Horace Mann
Elementary School, which has
been modernized, will “enrich
learning” for students.
“We are thrilled at the prospect
of offering a more collaborative
learning environment with open
learning spaces for project-based
activities,” he said. “Seeing the
conceptual plans for El Rodeo
Elementary School become a reality is very exciting. Just last week,
we started reviewing the best furniture options; the innovation in educational furniture is incredible. We
continue to meet with the construction teams to make decisions that
will support each student.”
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Beverly Hills extends eviction protections
n Urgency ordinance

remains in place
through April 1

By AAron Blevins

photo by Brynn Mechem

The Beverly Hills Unified School District Board of Education will
review revisions to its bond agreement at a later date.

BHUSD delays contract renewal
By AAron Blevins

The Beverly Hills Unified
School District Board of
Education voted to pull a
revised agreement with its bond
manager,
Team
Concept
Development Services, from its
agenda on Oct. 26 after Vice
President Mary Wells voiced
concern about the board’s ability to properly review it.
She said the contract was
added to the agenda on Oct. 22,
and that she did not believe that
was enough time to fully consider the five-year contract
renewal.
“This is a complicated contract, and the scope of work that
we have ahead of us for the next
five years is not clearly defined
for us as a district,” Wells said.
According to the agenda,
TCDS has supplied “seamless”
bond management services that
have been “critical” for the
completion of buildings B3, B4
and C, all of which are on the
Beverly Hills High School
campus, as well as the south
athletic complex at BHHS and
the modernization of El Rodeo
School.
The agreement would be
funded via general obligation
bonds, Measure E and BH
funding and, if applicable,
money from the district’s capital facilities fund. TCDS would
receive 2.5% of the total construction costs of the projects
and compensation for managing the bond, according to the
proposed agreement.
Wells said the proposal
should go before the board’s
committees, such as the facilities and construction commit-

tee, prior to the board’s consideration.
“These programs are so
important for us as a district, and
the direction that we go should
be aligned with what our vision
and goals are for the board and
[the goals] the board has for the
district,” she said. “And it really
requires for us to have careful
consideration and review before
we approve these documents.”
Board member Noah Margo
disagreed, saying that he had no
trouble reviewing the 35-page
contract along with the rest of
the agenda attachments.
“I don't think that this needs
to be pulled at this time, and it is
not our committees’ purview to
review every contract that
comes in front of the board,” he
said. “If we did, everything is
financial – that means we would
be giving every contract to the
finance committee to review.
That’s not a practice we have or
support. And the construction
committee was not formed to
review contracts on our behalf
either. That’s our job. We’re the
ones that take the vote on these
things. So it’s up to us to actually do our due diligence,
research, ask the questions and
make the decision.”
BHUSD Superintendent of
Schools Michael Bregy said
presenting the contract to the
board without addressing committees first was standard procedure.
President Rachelle Marcus
and board member Amanda
Sterns agreed with Wells that
there was no urgency in approving the proposed agreement,
which the board voted 3-1 to
table.

Notable quotes
“You cannot take freedoms for granted. Just like generations who
have come before you, you have to do your part to preserve and protect those freedoms … You need to be preparing yourself to add your
voice to our national conversation.”
Michelle Obama
Final speech as First Lady of the United States
Jan. 6, 2017

The Beverly Hills City Council
unanimously voted to allow the
urgency ordinance that established
its temporary eviction and rentincrease moratoria to remain in
place through next spring.
During its formal meeting last
week, the council went against the
recommendation of the city’s Rent
Stabilization Commission and
extended the ordinance through
April 1 at the suggestion of Vice
Mayor Lili Bosse.
“From my perspective, February
is too soon, given that we do have
a March 31 date of protection for
those that qualify,” she said, adding
that tenants are still struggling even
though “we’re moving in the right
direction.”
Helen Morales, the city’s deputy
director of rent stabilization, said
renters who have applied for assistance through the state’s “Housing
is Key” website have protections in
place through March 31.
“As we were saying earlier, none
of us expected that we’d be having
this conversation – still virtually –
clearly toward the end of ’21,”
Bosse said.
On Oct. 6, the commission recommended ending moratoria on
no-fault evictions, annual rent
increases and evictions of residents
for non-payment on Sept. 30, when
statewide protections created by
Assembly Bill 3088 expired.
Its chair, Lou Milkowski, said
the commission spent months
debating the issue and eventually
opted to align with the state in fairness to landlords, who “have been
put on hold” in many ways.
“Obviously, we’re beyond the
Sept. 30 date, and it’s totally within
your discretion if you agree to
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The Beverly Hills City Council extended temporary evictions and rent
increase protections.

remove these emergency ordinances. … Many recommendations have been made by the public
to delay the date of implementation
of the revocation of this ordinance,” he said.
Morales said renters had to pay
25% of the rent due from Sept. 1,
2020, to Sept. 30, 2021, in order to
have the rest of the balance transferred
to
consumer
debt.
Additionally, the city has not
allowed rent increases for two
years, so renters could be facing a
rent increase as high as 6.9% in the
near future, she said.
Prior to Bosse’s suggestion,
Councilman Lester Friedman proposed ending the eviction moratorium on Feb. 1 and approving one
rent increase in 2022.
“I agree that the pandemic is not
over, but it’s not going to be over
for a long time,” he said. “I’m not
talking about months. I’m talking
about years. We’re going to be
dealing with this for a long time in
the future.”
Councilmen Julian Gold and
John Mirisch agreed. Mirisch

noted that both tenant representatives on the commission voted
against its recommendations.
“They’re obviously scared,” he
said. “They’re obviously vulnerable. They’re obviously concerned
about their ability to continue to
stay in their home. And so to me,
that’s the No. 1 concern. It’s great
to know there’s a backstop available – the landlords get their
money – that there’s funding available for them, especially for small
ones. I will not support the recommendation for those reasons. I
think we need to continue to protect the residents, especially the
most vulnerable among us, and
we’ve heard there were seniors
who called in as well.”
The council agreed with Bosse’s
recommendation of April 1 and
called for staff to report back at a
future meeting.
“I think it’s too complicated for
us to decide tonight,” Mayor
Robert Wunderlich said, adding
that the council would like options
from staff that provide a fair path to
normalcy.

City offers incentives for green building retrofits

Mayor Eric Garcetti on Oct. 29
celebrated the launch of the
Comprehensive
Affordable
Multifamily Retrofits program, a
new $75-million initiative that
will help low-income tenants and
building owners save money on
energy bills.
The program, which was
approved earlier this week by the
Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power Board of
Commissioners, will also create
green jobs and help the city meet
key sustainability objectives.
“Tackling the climate crisis is
about more than just government
action, it’s about giving our most
vulnerable residents the tools
they need to join this fight,
reverse generations of environmental inequities and cut their
own energy costs,” Garcetti said.
“The Comprehensive Affordable
Multifamily Retrofits program is
an important step on Los
Angeles’ path to carbon-neutrality, empowering Angelenos who
often bear a disproportionate burden of the climate emergency to
take advantage of several solutions that will help build a greener, more equitable and more prosperous city.”
The $75 million program will
provide low-income tenants with
access to energy efficiency retrofits, including building electrifi-

cation and onsite solar installation. To qualify, buildings must
have five or more housing units
with at least two-thirds of households at or below 80% of the area
median
income.
Incentive
amounts will be based on the project’s greenhouse gas emissions
reductions, providing projects
with larger climate benefits with
more funding. The largest available incentives will be for retrofit
measures that also reduce tenantpaid energy bills.
The LADWP also expanded the
budget for the Home Energy

Improvement Program, a free
energy and water efficiency initiative. Together, the HEIP
expansion and CAMR program
offer $150 million in LADWP
energy incentives available to
low-income renter households,
meeting and surpassing a goal in
Garcetti’s Green New Deal to
invest $100 million in energy
efficiency programs for renters.
More than 3,000 units are
expected to enroll in the CAMR
program in its first year.
For information, visit lamayor.org.
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Program gives residents a financial leap forward

More than 3,200 households in
Los Angeles could be eligible to
receive $1,000 per month for one
year through the Basic Income
Guaranteed: L.A. Economic
Assistance Pilot program, also
known as BIG:LEAP. Applications
will be accepted through Nov. 7.
“When Los Angeles puts its
stamp on a transformational issue,
we don’t follow – we lead, and we
believe that BIG:LEAP will pay
large dividends for health and stability across our city and light a fire
across our nation,” Los Angeles
Mayor Eric Garcetti said. “This
program is a small but steady
investment in a simple concept.
When you provide resources to
families that are struggling, it can
give them the breathing room to
realize goals that many of us are
fortunate enough to take for granted
– put food on the table and cover
childcare with less stress, keep their
children’s focus on education and
pursue new opportunities with
fewer worries about the day-to-day
needs of their household.”
In the 2021-22 fiscal year budget,
Garcetti proposed a $24-million
guaranteed basic income project to
be administered by the city’s
Community
Investment
for
Families Department. Additional
investments have increased the total
to $38 million for more than 3,200
families.
“It is unacceptable that one-third
of working adults in Los Angeles
are unable to support their families
with full-time work alone,” said
Council President Nury Martinez,
6th District. “The city’s BIG:LEAP

photo courtesy of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti launched a program that will provide
$1,000 per month to struggling residents and families.

program will be a lifeline to families who wouldn’t be able to afford
a $500 emergency if one were to
occur. The launch of this program
marks a milestone in our progress
towards a more equitable city.”
A total of 3,203 participants will
be chosen at random for the program by the Center for Guaranteed
Income Research at the University
of Pennsylvania. Participants will
be invited to participate in the program and provide verification documentation in January. The mayor’s
office, council offices and CIFD
have worked with the center to
design the program and develop the
pilot initiative.
To qualify, applicants must reside
in Los Angeles, be 18 or older, have
at least one dependent child or be
pregnant, have income at or below

the federal poverty level and have
experienced economic or medical
hardship related to COVID-19.
“$1,000 a month can dramatically change a family’s circumstance,
helping them to meet basic needs
and eliminate the stress of living
paycheck to paycheck,” said
Abigail Marquez, general manager
of the Community Investment for
Families Department. “The emotional burdens and financial challenges that emerged due to COVID
have devastated Angelenos living
below the poverty threshold, and
will outlast the pandemic itself.
BIG:LEAP will help secure the
safety and stability of some of our
most vulnerable families here in
Los Angeles.”
For information and to apply,
visit bigleap.lacity.org.

City of Los Angeles calls for state help on film sets

Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, on Oct.
27 introduced a resolution in concurrence with Mayor Eric Garcetti
that voiced the city’s “support of
future state legislative programs
for any legislation and administrative action that will eliminate live
guns and ammunition from the sets
of television and motion picture
productions.”
The resolution was introduced in
the wake of the gun incident on the
“Rust” film set in New Mexico,
where Halyna Hutchins, the film’s
cinematographer, was killed on
Oct. 21. The director, Joel Souza,
was also injured when a handgun
held by actor and co-producer Alec
Baldwin discharged.
Despite existing filming regulations, the incident is not the first
time a firearm or live ammunition
accident has occurred, nor is it the
first fatality on a production set,
Koretz said. Without naming the
individual, he said a member of
the California State Legislature
had recently suggested that the
best way to avoid the incidents
would be to more forcibly regulate
the presence of live ammunition
and guns used for the purpose of

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

Los Angeles leaders introduced a resolution that would eliminate live
guns from movie and television sets.

filmmaking.
“While movies can be convincing and very realistic – they are
supposed to be make-believe,”
Koretz added. “A single gun accident, let alone a fatality, like the
one that occurred on the ‘Rust’ set
and the ones that killed Brandon
Lee and Jon-Erik Huxum destroy
the lives of not only the victims
and their families, but the lives of
the other actors and crew who forever after are burdened with the

DCA accepting grant proposals
The City of Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs on
Nov. 1 opened the Public Space
Activation Fund, which was
expanded to welcome community
engagement proposals from artists,
community residents, cultural
advocates, local nonprofits and
neighborhood business managers.
Civic support and a one-time
allocation by the American Rescue

Plan totaling more than $400,000
fund the PAF.
The first new category for the
PAF grant, community expressions,
provides opportunities for individual artists who wish to partner with
a local business (a non-conventional art space) in their community for
a one-time creative activity presented in person and/or online, for a
mini-grant up to $900.

emotional trauma of avoidable
accidents.
“The idea that even one misfire
has caused danger is outrageous.
The clear solution is banishing live
guns and ammunition from the sets
of television and motion picture
productions to eliminate all possibility of human error in the handling of weapons so that flawless
oversight and restrictions guarantee that these kinds of accidents
never happen again.”
The second addition to the program, the Community Activation
Fund, is a pilot funding category
made possible by a one-time allocation from the American Rescue
Plan, intended to fund three new
“signature festivals” in each of the
following five Los Angeles City
Council Districts: 3, 6, 8, 9 and 12.
Applicants in this category have an
opportunity to propose up to
$20,000 for a community picnic
with entertainment that can take
place at a wide range of street-adjacent, family-friendly spaces.

Beverly Hills files lawsuit after
‘takeover parade’ on Rodeo Drive

The city of Beverly Hills has
filed a lawsuit seeking at least
$200,000 in damages from a social
media influencer network company and two individuals who
allegedly organized an unruly gathering on Rodeo Drive on May 29.
The lawsuit alleges that
YouTube and social media personality Austin McBroom and
Sheeraz Hasan, the owner of
FAME by Sheeraz, promoted an
upcoming boxing match in Miami
by hosting an unpermitted
“YouTube Takeover Parade” at 4
p.m. May 29 at 347 N. Rodeo
Drive.
The “celebrity” boxing match,
“The Battle of the Platforms –
YouTubers vs. TikTokers,” was
held June 12 in Miami, and organizers sold pay-per-view streams
of several fights between personalities on the platforms, according to
the lawsuit.
The complaint alleges that on
May 27, the city became aware of
McBroom’s promotions of the
parade and later learned that Hasan
had promoted it as well, with the
caption, “Disruption Guaranteed.”
“[The Beverly Hills Police
Department] formulated a plan to
ensure the safety of the public.

This plan involved over 35 BHPD
officers, seven Santa Monica
Police Department officers, 13
armed guards from NASTEC
Security, one airship, several
administrative personnel, and contingencies for even more personnel to assist in the event of any
mass bookings/arrests,” the lawsuit states.
As the crowd grew on May 29,
McBroom and Hasan made an
appearance and “encouraged
yelling, chanting and disorder,”
according to the lawsuit. Hasan
allegedly instructed McBroom on
video to have the crowd avoid law
enforcement and continue the
parade.
The lawsuit states that BHPD
had to barricade Rodeo Drive to
traffic and control the crowd using
full riot gear. After the event, “the
city was forced to clean the streets
of litter and debris.”
The complaint alleges that
McBroom later “bragged” about
the “unlawful act” on social
media.
Hasan declined to comment in
an e-mail, which contained a link
to a video of the event on his
Instagram. McBroom could not be
reached for comment by deadline.

Garcetti announces progress in
fighting climate change

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
announced on Nov. 2 that more
than 1,000 cities have joined the
Cities Race to Zero, a U.N.-backed
campaign to put the world on track
to cut emissions in half within the
next decade and reach carbon neutrality by 2050. Garcetti made the
announcement at the 2021 United
Nations
Climate
Change
Conference in Glasgow, Scotland.
“Cities are leading the way to
save our planet, invest in our people
and leave no one behind, and when
we unite around a climate commitment, we set the standard for global
leaders to meet and expand the
movement for a green and just
future,” said Garcetti, who is also
chair of C40, a global network of
mayors
confronting
climate
change. “We all need to work harder and faster to make this decade
one of exponential climate action.”
The 1,049 cities and local governments in the Cities Race to Zero
represent 722 million people across
the globe. According to a study
commissioned by C40, the cities’
collective action has the potential to
reduce global emissions by at least
1.4 gigatons annually by 2030.
The Cities Race to Zero is a collaboration between C40, the
Carbon Disclosure Project, the

Global Covenant of Mayors for
Climate and Energy, ICLEI-Local
Governments for Sustainability,
United
Cities
and
Local
Governments and the World
Resources Institute.
Having completed a two-year
term leading C40, Garcetti also
introduced the new C40 chair-elect,
London Mayor Sadiq Khan, who
announced an expansion of the
Global Green New Deal program
that Garcetti launched as chair in
2019.
“Cities are leading the way when
it comes to tackling the climate
emergency and I am committed to
doing more to support cities in the
global south, which are on the
frontline – facing the worst consequences of climate change,” Khan
said. “I want to ensure C40’s
resources help all C40 cities around
the world speed up their efforts to
tackle the climate emergency, toxic
air pollution and address inequalities within and between our cities
with inclusive climate action.
That’s why I’m expanding C40’s
Global Green New Deal program
and announcing that our next budget will see two-thirds of our total
funding allocated to the global
south.”
For information, visit c40.org.

The original component of the
PAF, the Arts Activation Fund, will
provide approximately 10 grants of
up to $10,000 to support pop-ups
and festival-style projects that animate sidewalks, streets, intersections and outdoor public corridors
where the arts are not already common or present. Under that category, applicants representing a collection of community artists, a local
arts ensemble, a nonprofit organization or a commercial business may
propose such outdoor cultural
activities as live performances, displays of vinyl murals or temporary
banners, candlelight vigils, cultural

picnics and/or mini-festivals
framed around community-relevant
themes.
“Never has the city of Los
Angeles needed the Public Space
Activation Fund more to help stimulate the reopening of our communities,” said Joe Smoke, DCA’s
grants administration division
director. “After 20 months of
social-suppression during the
COVID-19 pandemic, local artists
need to reconnect with audiences
and help neighborhoods reach out
with small and large presentations.”
For information, visit dcaredesign.org/artsactivate/.
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Donations of Appreciated Stock Can
Unlock Charitable Currency,
Bring Fulfillment
BY STEVE GAMER

A few years ago, the Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles
(The Foundation) ran an advertisement
with an attention-grabbing headline.
To open a charitable fund there, a person didn’t need to be a millionaire, just
a mensch – Yiddish for a good person
of integrity and honor.
As vice president of advancement
at The Foundation, it is my privilege to
work on a daily basis with many of our
donors – both people with wealth and
of comparatively ordinary means –
and I can tell you with absolute certainty that being a millionaire and a
mensch are not mutually exclusive
propositions. What unites the charitable-minded is a commitment to giving back and making the world a better
place – the precept of tikkun olam –
while ingraining philanthropy within
their guiding principles.
For hundreds of our donors, their instruments of choice are donor advised
funds (DAFs) – essentially a charitable-giving account – established at
and administrated by The Foundation.
DAFs are among the most popular,
fastest-growing philanthropic vehicles
in the United States – and for good reason. DAFs allow donors to contribute
to funds that they establish, recognize
a fair-market-value (FMV) tax deduction on their donations (presuming you
itemize and not take the standard deduction), and then enjoy the flexibility
of recommending grants to a virtually
limitless range of nonprofits on their
own timetable – immediately or in the
future. For a comparatively small annual administrative fee, DAFs afford

many benefits of a private foundation:
Donors are free to experience the joys
of charitable giving and focus on their
philanthropic passions, while leaving
all the administrative and investment
management entirely to The Foundation.

Gifting Appreciated Assets
Unlocks Charitable
Currency
The popularity of DAFs is, in no
small measure, due to the ability they
afford donors to contribute other assets, besides cash, to their funds, including publicly traded stocks and
bonds, real estate and ownership interests in businesses, principally LLCs,
and receive that same FMV deduction
on their contribution. But wait, there’s
more: Through gifts of appreciated assets, donors can potentially eliminate
the capital-gains tax liability which
you would incur if you sold the assets
yourself and then donated the proceeds, prospectively increasing the
amount available to charity by as
much as 20 percent.

Michelle: Funding
Philanthropy with
Appreciated Stock
To illustrate how gifts of appreciated public-company stock can become charitable currency, consider the
case of Michelle, who represents a
composite of several actual Founda-

tion donors. A single parent with two
teenagers, Michelle is a long-time executive with a leading, publicly traded
entertainment and media company.
She is fortunate to earn a healthy salary, but after retirement-plan contributions, taxes, mortgage, private school
and summer camp tuitions, synagogue
membership and living costs, her
available dollars for charity were not
commensurate with the level at which
she desired to give.
Michelle’s CPA pointed out that her
cash donations each year – essentially
what we call “checkbook giving”–
were too large in relation to her cashflow and also haphazard, not strategically implemented. The CPA then
provided Michelle with an alternative
– what became her “ah-ha” charitable
moment.
In each of the past 15 years, Michelle has received an annual officers’
stock grant of company shares as part
of her total compensation. Other than
drawing off some of the dividend yield
from these shares, Michelle had never
sold any stock, which has appreciated
nearly four-fold since her first award
in 2004. If Michelle sells those shares,
she could incur significant capitalgains on taxes on the appreciation, depending how long the stock was held.
To help Michelle fulfill her charitable ambitions, her CPA suggested an
alternative: She would establish a
DAF at The Foundation that each year
she funds with a contribution of appreciated company shares equivalent to
her desired donation, thereby enabling
the most favorable income-tax result
paid advertisement

each year. Generally, Michelle’s oldest
shares with the lowest cost-basis are
contributed, eliminating the largest potential capital-gains tax liability in contrast to if she sold stock and took the
proceeds.
Since establishing her DAF, each
year Michelle has made a regular contribution of shares directly to her charitable fund at The Foundation. The
Foundation then sells the shares and
the net proceeds are available to Michelle for recommending grants from
her fund. The advantages have been
multi-fold: The contributed stock affords Michelle considerable tax benefits; it’s improved her personal
cash-flow because she’s reduced reliance on her salary for charitable contributions; it’s brought predictability
and allowed her to step up annual charitable giving; and, drawing on The
Foundation’s resources available to its
donors, has enabled her to become
more strategic with her philanthropy,
focusing on causes which are personally meaningful.

A Few Other Tips
There are a few important considerations to keep in mind if you’re considering contributing appreciated
assets to a DAF:
Stock (or other assets) need to be
held one year or more to eliminate capital gains on the sale and deduct the

FMV of the donation.
Upon receipt of the stock, The
Foundation controls the sales process
– immediately in most cases but entirely at its discretion.
Gifting of restricted stock is possible, but any restrictions must be reviewed carefully to determine if
transfer is permitted. Additionally, restrictions will affect the valuation of
the stock for charitable-deduction purposes.

Expert In Complex Assets
The Foundation and its professionals possess a deep reservoir of
knowledge to assist donors with charitable-gift planning related to a myriad
of sophisticated assets beyond stocks
and bonds. We have worked with donors and their advisers in structuring
gifts of such assets as real estate, privately held business interests (including C-Corp, limited partnership and
limited liability company), and private-equity fund investments, among
other assets.
To explore smart charitable giving
strategies – and the fulfillment that
comes with it – at this time when it
matters most, as well as ways to amplify the impact of your philanthropy,
visit www.jewishfoundationla.org or
contact us at (323) 761-8704, or development@jewishfoundationla.org.

About the author: Steve Gamer is vice president of advancement for the Jewish
Community Foundation of Los Angeles, which manages more than $1.4 billion
in charitable assets and distributed $116 million in grants in 2020 to causes locally, nationally and around the world.

Metro offers subway work updates in November
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New parents Brendan Helstein and Nadja Helstein celebrated the
holiday with their baby, Blake.

Young costume-clad patients
celebrate at Cedars-Sinai

Patients in the CedarsSinai Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit, staff in the Pediatrics
Department and dogs from the
Barbara
Cowen
POOCH
Volunteer Program dressed up for
a happy Halloween.
The medical center’s smallest
patients continued a 23-year
NICU tradition, sporting unique
costumes hand-sewn by volunteers, parents, current and former
NICU staff, and NICU graduates.
“It has been a challenging time
for all, and these families are so
happy for a chance to dress up
their little ones and celebrate,”
said Bevin Merideth, an assistant
nurse manager in the NICU. “And
these tiny babies are adorable in
their cuddly costumes.”

Creation of the costumes, each
paired with a children’s book, is
organized by Dorothy Williams, a
former Cedars-Sinai employee.
Williams makes sure there are 50
costumes available, with options
for babies of every size.
In the Pediatrics Unit, staff
turned the tables on the season
with reverse trick-or-treating,
dressing up to deliver treat bags
with non-edible goodies donated
by staff to Pediatric Intensive Care
Unit patients.
A brigade of five canine volunteers and their humans also hosted
an outdoor, costumed meet-andgreet with photo ops on the medical campus plaza. Dogs were
dressed as doctors and basketball
players as patients pet them.

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority has released information
about upcoming work on the Purple
Line Extension project in
November.
Crews are continuing station
construction and tunneling support
at
the
future
Century
City/Constellation subway station.
Underground pipes and infrastructure are being relocated through
early 2022 in the area around the
station. Partial traffic lane closures
are in place on Avenue of the Stars
to facilitate station excavation,
hauling and material deliveries.
Eastbound and westbound vehicle
access on Constellation Boulevard
will be maintained between
Century Park West and Century
Park East.
Subsurface investigation is
expected to occur during the next
two or three weekends on Wilshire
Boulevard at Stanley Drive in
Beverly Hills. Lane reductions are
anticipated on Wilshire Boulevard
between La Cienega Boulevard and
Carson Road.
Station appendage construction
is also ongoing under Wilshire
Boulevard between San Vicente
and La Cienega boulevards, and
lane reductions will be in place.
Appendages are rooms that are part
of the underground station. They
include spaces for vital systems, as
well as walkways, stairways,
entrances and exits.
Concrete and material deliveries
to construction staging areas near
Wilshire/La Cienega are expected
to become more frequent in
November. Work will continue 24
hours in the La Cienega and Gale
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Crews are building exits and passageways at the future Wilshire/Fairfax
subway station.

staging yards.
Appendage construction is also
occurring
at
the
future
Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire/La
Brea subway stations. Through
April 15, 2022, Wilshire Boulevard
will be reduced to two lanes in each
direction between San Diego Way
and Spaulding Avenue. Traffic on
Fairfax Avenue will not be impacted. However, a K-rail work zone
will be in place at the southwest
corner of Wilshire Boulevard and
Fairfax Avenue.
Work is also ongoing in staging
yards at Wilshire/La Brea.
Intermittent lane closures are anticipated on Wilshire Boulevard and

side streets in the area. The sidewalk on the northwest corner of
Wilshire/La Brea will be closed
during the construction.
Farther east, Wilshire Boulevard
has been reduced to two lanes in
each direction between Rossmore
Avenue and June Street around a Krail work zone. Crews are supporting ongoing construction in the tunnel underneath Wilshire Boulevard
at the site.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.
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LBGT center welcomes seniors in new housing
The Los Angeles LGBT Center
has announced the opening of the
Ariadne Getty Foundation Senior
Housing facility in Hollywood.
The 98-unit affordable housing
complex will help transform the
lives of many vulnerable seniors
ages 62 and older, center officials
said. It also represents the culmination of years of planning and hard
work.
“The Ariadne Getty Foundation
Senior Housing is the final cornerstone which completes the center’s
decades-long dream to build the
intergenerational and revolutionary
Anita May Rosenstein Campus. We
are immensely proud to provide a
nurturing housing community for
seniors who are on fixed incomes
and for those previously experiencing homelessness,” Los Angeles
LGBT Center CEO Lorri L. Jean
said.
“We are deeply grateful for the
generosity of Ariadne Getty and her
foundation as they stepped up to
work with us to improve the lives
of many seniors while continuing
their ongoing support for LGBTQ
youth. This incredible senior housing project would not have been
possible without the support of
many people, including our developer partner Thomas Safran &
Associates.”
The 70,000-square-foot senior
housing facility is located at 1127
N. Las Palmas Ave., adjacent to the
center’s Harry & Jeanette Weinberg
Senior Center and one block east of
the center’s Village at Ed Gould
Plaza. Seniors have started moving
into the five-story structure.
“They feel like they are finally
coming to a place they can call
home,” said Jonathan Willett,
senior services housing navigator
for the center. “It’s a place free of
judgment, free of any hate for who
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Residents have started moving into the new Ariadne Getty Foundation
Senior Housing facility.

they are. Finally, they can have
some peace and live their lives
within a warm, safe environment.”
Located on nearly three-quarters
of an acre, the senior housing
includes 19 studio units, 75 onebedroom apartments and four twobedroom apartments. One unit is
reserved for an onsite property
manager, and 25 apartments are
designated as permanent supportive housing units for seniors experiencing homelessness.
“For many of our residents, this
is the last place they plan to live for
the rest of their lives,” Senior
Services Director Kiera Pollock
added. “We know that we are the
chosen family for most of our older
adults who don’t have immediate
family or children to take care of
them. Most of them live alone and
don’t have anyone to help support
them. We’re here for them.”
An estimated 65,000 LGBTQ
seniors live in Los Angeles, with
68% residing alone. LGBTQ

seniors are four times less likely
than their heterosexual counterparts
to have children and grandchildren
to support them.
“For decades, LGBTQ seniors
have been on the frontlines advocating for equality. Without the
progress they achieved and their
personal sacrifices, the LGBTQ
community would not have the
same rights it does today,” Ariadne
Getty said. “COVID-19 has been
incredibly challenging, but even
before the pandemic, LGBTQ
seniors faced disproportionate rates
of homelessness. Unfortunately, the
pandemic deepened disparities,
making the Ariadne Getty
Foundation Senior Housing an
urgent need not only for the Los
Angeles community, but as an
example and inspiration for communities nationwide.”
For information about the center’s senior housing and services,
visit lalgbtcenter.org/social-service-and-housing/senior.

New leadership for Hollywood Sign

The Hollywood Sign Trust, a
nonprofit responsible for maintaining the Hollywood Sign and
educating the public about its historical and cultural importance,
has announced members of its
2021-22 board of trustees.
The city of Los Angeles and the
Hollywood
Chamber
of
Commerce appoint the nine-member board, which will be led by
chair Jeff Zarrinnam, vice chair
Stefanie Smith, treasurer Ferris
Wehbe and secretary Brian Lane.
Additional members include
trustees Matt Fritch, Jerold
Neuman, Barbara Romero, Marty
Shelton and Darnell Tyler.
“The trust is a dedicated team of
community leaders who donate
their time and talent to protect the
Hollywood Sign for generations to
come,” Zarrinnam said. “As we
approach the Hollywood Sign’s
100th anniversary in 2023, the
new board of trustees’ extraordinary experience and passion will
be instrumental in furthering the
trust’s mission.”
Originally installed in 1923 as a

giant billboard for a real estate
development
known
as
Hollywoodland, the sign has
become a universal symbol for
Hollywood. The Hollywood Sign
was declared a Los Angeles
Cultural Historical Monument No.
111 in 1973. The city owns and
controls access to the land around
the Hollywood Sign in Griffith
Park.
The Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce commissioned a
rebuilding project for the
Hollywood Sign in 1978 and created the Hollywood Sign Trust the
same year to oversee repairs,
maintenance and restorations, as
well as capital improvements. The
trust has led many projects over
the years, including a major refurbishment to prepare for the sign’s
90th anniversary in 2013, and the
installation of a state-of-the-art
security and surveillance system,
which has been expanded and
improved numerous times.
The trust also offers information
about
the
sign
at
hollywoodsign.org.
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The Hollywood Sign Trust maintains and educates about the sign,
which has become an instantly recognizable landmark worldwide.
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Farmer’s Daughter put out to pasture
n New hotel and

restaurant will
replace Farmer’s
Daughter and TART

By Brynn MecheM
After a half-century on Fairfax
across the street from the Original
Farmers Market, the Farmer’s
Daughter motel will be renovated
into a 66-room boutique hotel and
restaurant.
The hotel, located on Fairfax
Avenue near The Original Farmers
Market, is expected to open in early
winter 2022. Reservations are available for stays starting on Feb. 14.
Named Short Stories Hotel, the
boutique hotel will comprise 40 signature rooms, 24 junior suites and
two grand studio suites spread
among two buildings. The complex
will also include a full-service bar
and restaurant, a landscaped courtyard lounge, a pool and event
spaces, according to proposals for
the property.
The site is being developed and
operated by Leo Grifka, of Grifka
Group. Grifka, who has lived in the
Beverly Grove neighborhood since
2015, purchased the hotel a few
months ago.
“It’s always an amazing opportunity to be able to invest in your
community,” he said. “I feel an
added level of investment in this
endeavor because of where I live.
I’m a stone’s throw from the hotel,
and I really want to do this well and
do it right.”

The hotel draws its new name
from the many authors and poets
living in the area in the 1920s and
’30s. Such authors include F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Raymond Chandler and
Charles Bukowski.
“There is a historical aspect to the
name,” Grifka said. “But also,
when you stay at a hotel, you’re
working on your own short story,
and that’s what we want people to
do – make memories with us.”

“It’s always an
amazing
opportunity to be
able to invest in
your community. I
feel an added level
of investment in
this endeavor
because of where
I live.”
-Leo Grifka,
founder of Grifka Group

Grifka Group collaborated with
Kevin Klein Design to create a
“cultured California-contemporary
aesthetic with classic European
design touches,” according to the
proposal. Rooms feature herringbone wood floors, terrazzo vanities,
300-thread count Egyptian bedding

Funds raised for pancreatic cancer

The Hirshberg Foundation for
Pancreatic Cancer Research raised
more than $500,000 to fund scientific research at the 24th annual L.A
Cancer Challenge 5K Walk/Run on
Oct. 31 at UCLA.
Nearly 1,500 participants,
including special guests Serena and
Venus Williams, joined the event
and raised awareness about pancreatic cancer. Serena and Venus
Williams walked to honor close
friend and survivor Esther Lee,
who was diagnosed with Stage IV
pancreatic cancer in July 2020. The
L.A. Cancer Challenge, one of
Southern California’s longest-running charity events, coincides with
Pancreatic Cancer Awareness
Month in November.
“The L.A. Cancer Challenge has
been one of the Hirshberg
Foundation’s most successful
fundraisers for nearly 25 years, and
we are very excited to have surpassed our fundraising goal to
advance pancreatic cancer research

and fund seed grants to innovative
medical investigators,” said Lisa
Manheim, executive director of the
Hirshberg Foundation. “Returning
to a live event and seeing our
friends and supporters for the first
time since the COVID-19 pandemic began was truly a wonderful
experience. Having sports royalty
such as Venus and Serena Williams
helping shine a light on a disease
with underfunded research and the
highest mortality rate was very generous, and we are honored to have
had their support.”
More than 60,000 people are
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in
the U.S. and more than 48,000 people die from the disease every year.
Pancreatic cancer has the highest
mortality rate of all major cancers,
largely because there are no early
detection tools to diagnose the disease in its primary stages when surgical removal of the tumor is still
possible.
For information, visit pancreatic.org.
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Agi Hirshberg, founder of the Hirshberg Foundation for Pancreatic
Cancer Research, was joined by Serena Williams, Esther Lee and Venus
Williams at the 24th annual L.A Cancer Challenge 5K Walk/Run.

and artwork by L.A. artist Kenton
Nelson, and Grifka said the high
level of service doesn’t stop with
the hotel’s finishes.
“I want to bring the hospitality
experience back into hotels,” he said.
“I want guests to be greeted at the
door, handed a cocktail and walked
to their room. It’s about giving the
guests constant touch points to make
sure they feel taken care of with an
elevated level of hospitality.”
As part of the remodel, Grifka
Group will rethink culinary options
at the location. The former
American comfort fare restaurant
TART will be replaced with a destination restaurant headed by a
known chef, though Grifka said it
was too soon to announce the name.
The formal restaurant, named
Short Stories Restaurant, will feature menus that highlight California
ingredients while celebrating the
melting pot that is Los Angeles cuisine, Grifka said.
“There’s a flexibility to do what
we want,” he said. “We can put
items on the menu that are in the
strength of the chef and also push
the boundaries to do things that are
a little different.”
The restaurant will offer indoor
and outdoor dining for breakfast,
lunch and dinner, with brunch
rolled out at a later date.
A more casual café will serve
guests poolside and in the courtyard
lounge, which Grifka said will be
the heart and soul of the hotel.
Three large trees accent the courtyard, which will be lined with marble tile throughout. A variety of pot-
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Short Stories Hotel will feature 66 rooms styled with a California contemporary aesthetic.

ted plants will help create a canopy
where guests can grab coffee,
drinks or light bites.
“It’s going to be a really beautiful
moment when people walk in off
the bustling Fairfax and see this
beautiful, secret garden,” he said.
“It truly will be an oasis.”
The Farmer’s Daughter motel
originally opened in the ’60s before
passing through several owners.
The motel’s French restaurant
Pigalle made way for the trendy bar
and restaurant Olive, which served
politicians and celebrities. Actor
Mark Ruffalo even worked there as
a bouncer, according to Los

Angeles Magazine.
Located across from Television
City, the motel has long served
guests of “The Price is Right.” In
February 2017, the motel completed
its last round of renovations, but
eventually closed in June 2021.
Grifka said that as he takes control of the longstanding building, he
hopes to bring an amenity that fits
in with the character of the area.
“The property has been there
quite some time, and we are the
next stewards of it,” he said. “From
what I’ve seen thus far, I think the
community is going to be really
happy with the final product.”
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WeHo resident recognized for Abramson announces state Assembly candidacy
transgender legal defense work
A West Hollywood resident
was awarded a $7,500 donation
to go toward the Transgender
Legal Defense and Education
Fund for his volunteer contributions.
AIG Life & Retirement annually honors employees who go
above and beyond in serving
their community with the AIG
Life & Retirement Community
Spirit Award. West Hollywood
resident Steven Brancato was
given the award for his work with
the Transgender Legal Defense
and Education Fund.
“AIG Life & Retirement is
committed to building a brighter
future in the communities where
employees work and live by
investing in programs and partnerships that leverage their skills,
experience, knowledge and
enthusiasm,” said Kevin Hogan,
executive vice president and
CEO of AIG Life & Retirement.

TLDEF is committed to ending discrimination based upon
gender identity and expression
and to achieving equality for
transgender people. Brancato
became involved through AIG’s
Pro Bono Program, which partnered with TLDEF to provide
legal representation to individuals who wish to change their
legal names to match their gender identities.
“AIG’s support of the
Transgender Legal Defense and
Education Fund blends two
important tenets of the AIG organization – giving back to communities and demonstrating support for diversity, equity and
inclusion,” Brancato said. “As a
gay man, AIG’s commitment to
these principles resonates with
me. It is a privilege to serve the
TLDEF alongside my colleagues, and I am humbled by
this recognition.”

Metro seeks Youth Council members
Metro is creating a Youth Council
to better enable young people to
engage with and participate in transportation plans, projects, programs
and initiatives.
Youth ages 14-17 are encouraged
to apply. Online information sessions
will be held on Thursday, Nov. 4, at 6
p.m.; Saturday, Nov. 6, at 11 a.m.;
and Tuesday, Nov. 9, at 6 p.m.

The Youth Council will ensure
Metro listens to the concerns and
hopes of young people and future riders. Members must commit to a oneyear term, participate in monthly
meetings and complete an
Introduction to Metro training program. For information and to apply,
email metroyouthcouncil@metro.net
or visit metro.net/youthcouncil.

Louis Abramson, a community
leader in Hollywood, announced his
candidacy for California State
Assembly, District 50, on Nov. 2.
As an elected representative on
the
Central
Hollywood
Neighborhood Council, Abramson
has fused his 12 years of scientific
training as an astrophysicist with a
commitment to helping his neighbors stay in or get into housing.
After feeding seniors, coordinating a homeless count, and serving
on two nonprofits, he said he is running for Assembly to give his community the support it deserves.
Abramson earned his PhD in
astrophysics from the University of
Chicago and then moved to
California for postdoctoral research
at University of California Los
Angeles before joining the Carnegie
Observatories as a fellow. He said
his work as a scientist has helped
prepare him for a role in politics.
“Being a scientist has taught me
to look at a problem carefully, dig
into the data and ask the right questions,” Abramson said. “Science is a
tool I use to map out complicated
systems and understand why things
happen. It helps me break daunting
problems into manageable pieces
and find solutions.”
As the chair of CHNC’s
Homelessness
Committee,
Abramson brought the SELAH
Neighborhood
Homeless
Coalition’s neighbor-to-neighbor
street outreach to Hollywood. He
became a founding board member
of Hollywood4WRD, a coalition of
residents, service providers and
business leaders dedicated to ending
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Louis Abramson has worked to bring care to individuals experiencing
homelessness and food to seniors during the pandemic.

homelessness, where he coordinated a grassroots homeless count after
LAHSA canceled its 2021 census.
When the pandemic began,
Abramson led an effort to ensure
that every senior in Hollywood had
enough to eat. Organizing hundreds
of volunteers, the effort brought an
estimated 32,000 pounds of fresh
fruit and vegetables to more than
700 seniors.
The effort led to the creation of
The Hollywood Harvest, a nonprofit where Abramson serves on the
founding board.
As an assemblyman, Abramson
said he would focus on providing
care to individuals experiencing
homelessness, building more
affordable homes, rebuilding the

Letters to the Editor
CD5 candidates
need fresh ideas
on transportation
Re “Candidates debate transportation ideas,” Oct. 28 issue
Our choices for L.A. CD5
appear disappointing. Most seem
of the same mindset – one that is
unrealistic about the transportation issues facing the Westside.
The primary reason for our current problems is that L.A. housing
is more suburban than most urban
areas, requiring car driving.
Therefore, the suggestions they
propose will end up making things
worse.
There is a reason that only those
forced to take public transportation do so, and it is not the lack of
bike lanes. Instead of focusing on
the 2% of people who might possibly use a bicycle regularly, perhaps they should focus on providing things that the majority would
use.
Instead of a High Line Park,
let’s have an elevated rail line
along Route 66 (Santa Monica
Boulevard). This would be less
expensive than a subway, quicker
to build and would take many cars
off the road.
Candidates should ask the rush
hour drivers on Santa Monica
Boulevard in West Hollywood if
any of their proposals would get
them out of their cars. I am sure
the answer is no. We currently
have free buses and ridership did
not go up. We need candidates
with real world solutions. Anyone
advocating things like making

Melrose one lane should not be
running for public office.
Harlan Levinson
Los Angeles

Luxury resort in Santa
Monica Mountains is
ill-advised idea
Re “Luxury resort comes to
Beverly Hills,” Oct. 21 issue, and
“Luxury resort doesn’t have support” by Rodney Kemerer, Letters
to the Editor, Oct. 28 issue
The Beverly Press article states
that luxury hotels are less common
in those residential enclaves, like
Benedict Canyon, and there is good
reason for this.
Our canyon does not have bad
cell phone service and we are not
all silly rich, but we are united in
our desire to prevent commercial
enterprise from ruining the beauty
and tranquility of where we live.
Kudos to Mr. Kemerer for pointing
this out.
Joanne Savage
Beverly Hills
Could not have said it better Mr.
Kemerer! NO to this zoning
change.
Michael L Chasteen
Beverly Hills
I believe Rodney speaks eloquently for all of us residing in our
canyon. Part of what makes

Benedict Canyon so great is that
there are no commercial businesses here.
All of us living here, including
Rodney, intend to do our best to keep
it that way in spite of whatever jargon commercial developers may
come up with in their attempt to
change that.
Vera Dunn
Beverly Hills
Had your publication investigated more thoroughly you would
have discovered that there is a
tsunami of community opposition
to this ill-conceived project. More
than 10,000 people have signed a
petition opposing the project.
Every major environmental organization opposes the project.
Councilmember Paul Koretz publicly opposes the project. Virtually
every one of the neighbors that will
be most affected opposes the project.
The opposition to this project is
based on the belief that this project
will be an environmental disaster,
that it will create a dangerous
precedent by opening up the Santa
Monica Mountains to unbridled
commercial development, that it
will create life-safety hazards in a
severe fire danger zone and that the
commercialization of this entirely
residential area is totally inappropriate.
I believe that this commercial
developer will and should fail in his
effort to obtain a change to the general plan and the Bel-Air Beverly
Crest specific plan, both of which
expressly prohibit commercial
development in Benedict Canyon.
Our community stands against

this outrageous proposal and is
committed to ensuring that it will
not be approved. For nearly 100
years, Benedict Canyon has had no
commercial development. Our
community intends to protect that
legacy.
Robert S. Mann
Los Angeles
The entire community of
Benedict Canyon and beyond has
been fighting this abhorrent project
for years. It requires a never before
done spot zone change which would
be an amendment to the community
plan and the Los Angeles city general plan.
It would set a precedent for such
zoning changes in every inch of the
Santa Monica Mountains and completely change the only major greenspace in the middle of our city. That
doesn't even begin to address the life
threatening hazard of a huge project
meant to house and employ hundreds of people (and their cars) in a
Very high fire hazard severity zone.
How to evacuate our canyon’s
current residential population is
scary enough without adding 700
more people to the mix. Do we even
need to discuss the fact that a hotel
never sleeps? Three different work
shifts, catering trucks, maintenance,
visitors, parties, weddings and this
all to be built by 2025? Try 10 years
of construction and another 25 to get
those trees to look like they do in the
promo photos. Oh, before a wildfire
from some cigarette butt sparks the
next big one. Please ... stop the madness.
Elizabeth Cooper Parry
Los Angeles

social safety net and emitting less
carbon. He has received endorsements from Kerry Morrison, Arnali
Ray and Ferris Wehbe.
For more information, visit louisforca.com.
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

Monday pizza
special at Ronan

O

n Nov. 8, Ronan will offer
“Margherita Monday,” featuring a Margherita pizza for $9.50.
The offer applies to dine-in guests
only. Owned and operated by Chef
Daniel Cutler and his wife, Caitlin,
Ronan features Neapolitan pizzas.
The restaurant boasts a full bar of
craft cocktails as well as a curated,
rotating selection of natural and
biodynamic wines. Reservations
are available at resy.com. Open
Monday from 5-9:30 p.m. 7315
Melrose Ave., (323)917-5100.

Farmer Boys Fried
Chicken Sandwich

B

eginning at 2 p.m. on Nov. 9,
Farmer Boys will serve a oneday Classic Fried Chicken
Sandwich deal. Guests can enjoy
the loaded sandwich or the Fiery

Fried Chicken Sandwich for just
$5. Both are served on a toasted
brioche bun. The deal is limited to
two sandwiches per customer. On
Nov. 11, Farmer Boys will offer a
one-day deal for any active, former
or retired military members. Just
present proof of service and enjoy a
Big Cheese on a toasted sesame
seed bun for free. 5519 Hollywood
Blvd., (323)466-0073.

Lock & Key natural
wine event

L

ock & Key will host a live Gay
Wine Podcast at 7 p.m. on Nov.
10, with wine steward Kae Whalen.
Learn about natural wines while
sipping on three Ranchelle Winery
wines from Tuscany. Guests can
order a white, orange or light red
natural wine a la carte or as a wine
flight. Pair the curated drinks with a
deep-dish pizza or other menu
selections from Lock & Key. Wine
fans can get in on the fun from

Order Your Willie Bird
NOW!

Free Range or
Free Range Organic
Rated “Best Turkey”
by chefs around the world!

home, as Lock & Key is also offering its full menu and featured bottles of wine through Uber Eats.
Participants can also watch the live
taping of the Gay Wine Podcast
through Lock & Key’s Twitch
Channel. 239 S. Vermont Ave.,
(213)389-5625.

Veterans Day special
at Gordon Biersch

O

n Nov. 11, the German-style
pub will honor all active and
retired military members. Guests
can enjoy 10% off their bill all day
on Veterans Day. 145 S. San
Fernando Blvd., (818)569-5240.

El Torito honoring
veterans

V

eterans and active military will
receive a free three-item combination meal on Nov. 11. The
offer is available all day at any location and is open to all military personnel with uniformed services
identification. Select three items
from a variety of tacos, enchiladas,
chicken tamales, chile rellenos and

photo courtesy of Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills

Jean-Georges Beverly Hills expanded its hours to include breakfast
for locals and hotel guests.

Jean-Georges Beverly Hills new dining hours

T

he signature restaurant Jean-Georges Beverly Hills inside the
Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills is now offering daily breakfast for
locals and hotel guests from 7-10 a.m. In the evening, the popular sixand eight-course tasting menu is available on Tuesday through Saturday
from 5:30-10 p.m. The menu changes monthly to feature fresh, local
and seasonal ingredients. Add an optional wine pairing with each course
for an additional fee. The Rooftop by JG is open for lunch and dinner
daily. Weekend brunch is from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. waldorfastoriabeverlyhills.com 9850 Wilshire Blvd., (310) 860-6566.

November Pie of the Month

SWEET POTATO PIE

Order Pies
for the Holidays!

Pumpkin
Pecan
Mincemeat
Fruit

6333 W. Third St.
Farmers Market
323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 79 Years
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crispy chicken flautas. The threeitem combo includes refried beans,
rice and a signature sweet corn cake.
13715 Fiji Way, (310)823-8941.

Fellow’s new
fall menu

W

estwood’s contemporary fine
dining concept celebrates its
recent Michelin Guide Plate recognition. The new menu offers locally-sourced seasonal produce alongside sustainable meat and seafood
from the finest purveyors. New
menu items include hamachi crudo,
black truffle gnocchi and a poached
apple with miso caramel and fenugreek ice cream. Pair a meal with
wines hand-selected by Fellow’s
level-three sommelier Scott Lester
and enjoy an exceptional cocktail
from award-winning Bar Director
Adam Fournier. 1071 Glendon
Ave., (310)208-1071.

LA eats Japan food
and cultural festival

T

he
Japanese
Restaurant
Association of America presents #LAeatsJapan on Nov. 14 in

Little Tokyo. The free Japanese
food festival features live performances, a cosplay contest, a classic
car show, a Mikoshi, taiko music
and karate. The Japanese American
Cultural and Community Center
will host the festival from 11 a.m. to
8 p.m. Local restaurants will serve
yakitori
chicken
skewers,
okonomiyaki pancakes, curry rice,
ramen, yakisoba noodles and sushi.
laeatsjapan.com. 244 San Pedro St.

Catch at Casa del
Mar reopens

T

he famed beachfront American
seafood restaurant Catch
reopened on Nov. 2, with a new
menu that features a sushi and raw
bar, as well as entrees such as a 16oz. ribeye bone-in steak, braised
short ribs, seared Chilean sea bass,
whole Maine lobster, black squid
ink pasta, roasted Cinderella pumpkin soup and black truffle mashed
potatoes. Catch has a full wine and
beer list, which includes cocktails
influenced by the beach. Dining is
available from 5-9 p.m. on Tuesday
through Saturday. Reservations can
be made via OpenTable. 1910
Ocean Way, (310)581-5533.

Beverly Hills kicks off the holidays on Nov. 18

The city of Beverly Hills and the
Rodeo Drive Committee on Nov. 2
announced details of their upcoming holiday programming, which
was designed to bring the community and visitors together.
Aided by “holiday helpers” –
whimsical décor of glowing elves
in silver and gold along Rodeo
Drive – the season kicks off with
the annual Rodeo Drive Holiday
Lighting Celebration, an evening
of performances and entertainment
for all from 5 - 8 p.m. on Nov. 18.
Three blocks of Rodeo Drive
will be activated with three outdoor performance areas for a nonstop evening of entertainment.
There will be a live performance
from the holiday classic movie,
“Love Actually,” by an all-star cast
performing on the occasion of
Love Actually LIVE, the multimedia musical celebration taking
place at The Wallis Annenberg
Center for the Performing.
The Noelles, an all-female a cappella quintet with sparkling 1960s
style, will dazzle guests with soulfully arranged tunes reminiscent of
a bygone era. Additionally, there

photo courtesy of the City of Beverly Hills and the Rodeo Drive Committee

Santa made a grand appearance during the holiday celebration in 2019.

will be a special performance by
18-year-old Gabriella Valdes, better known as Vella, whose latest
release “Blue” features Macy
Gray.
Further, the award-winning
Skating Aratas will delight visitors
on the sidewalk with their rollerskating, and America’s Got Talent
winners Christian & Scooby will

perform an awe-inspiring balancing act.
The event is free, and food and
wine will be available for purchase, served from an array of food
truck favorites and at the Wine &
Champagne Garden provided by
208 Rodeo. The evening will be
capped by Beverly Hills Mayor
See BH lights on page 17
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Sumac Mediterranean Cuisine delights with Lebanese fare
As I was wandering around
Hollywood recently, I happened
upon
Sumac
Mediterranean
Cuisine on the corner of Highland
and Lexington.
A sign offering a National
Shawarma Day special - a shawarma wrap and loaded bowl for a discounted price – beckoned to me.
Because it was lunch time, I walked
inside where I met Chef Eli
Berchan and his wife Stephanie
behind the counter.
In the former “The Record
Collector” store, the couple prepares
delightful Old-World recipes passed
down by their family matriarchs.
The restaurant gets its name from
the tangy sumac spice that primarily grows across the Mediterranean
region. It’s made from dried and
ground berries of the sumac flower
and offers a sour, acidic flavor that
is similar to lemon juice.
The menu lists a variety of
shawarmas, salads, kabobs, sauces
and bowls. The Lebanese bread
wraps and sandwiches can be filled
with falafel, kabob or shawarma. The couple also makes a
Lebanese-style pizza called mank-

by Jill Weinlein

oushe, a crisp dough topped with
Za’atar
and
cheese.
A
Mediterranean variation is served
with tomato sauce, oregano and
mozzarella cheese.
Shawarma can be ordered with
chicken or beef, either as an entree,
wrap or on top of loaded bowl fries.
A kafta kabob is made with ground
beef, minced onions, chopped parsley and spices.
Vegetarians can select a variety
of salads, including a sesame
enhanced eggplant baba ghanoush
and a refreshing tabbouleh made
with chopped parsley, tomato,
crushed wheat, green onions, mint,
olive oil and lemon zest and juice.
A vegan tomato soup is made with
coconut milk.
As I waited for my chicken
shawarma, a falafel wrap and a
loaded chicken bowl, Eli Berchan
told me how he first entered the culinary world in the catering business.
When he and Stephanie got married, they started cooking and entertaining in their home. With a third
partner, the couple opened Sumac
seven months ago, where they continue to cater and serve up a deli-

cious taste of the Mediterranean.
I sipped a glass of lemonade,
homemade with his grandmother’s
special recipe, while waiting for my
lunch. Not overly sweet, the
refreshing beverage offered a slight
pucker of sourness and tartness. On
the counter, a clear case displayed
tantalizing honey and walnut baklava made with layers of crispy phyllo pastry, another family recipe.
“We prepare fresh-to-order food
that is made with organic and locally-grown ingredients,” Eli Berchan
said. “We cook with passion and
serve with love.”
The flavors of the chicken
shawarma reminded me of food
from travels through villages in
Spain and the islands of Greece,
which is due to the care taken when
preparing and marinating the beef.
“We clean the chicken in lemon
juice, water, kosher salt and ice.
Then we marinate it for four days,
before placing it on the grill,” Eli
Berchan said. “This tedious process
produces a more flavorful protein.
You won’t find shawarma on a spit
here, but you will find our meats are
leaner and not as greasy.”

photo courtesy of Sumac

Sumac Mediterranean Cuisine serves up a variety of shawarmas, salads
and kabobs.

The loaded bowls are best to eat
as soon as they are prepared, and
are large enough to share. The
falafel is not greasy, and it’s even
better when dipped in garlic paste
or hummus. Using 100% garbanzo
beans, the hummus is thicker than
most, and the homemade garlic
paste has a pleasing zing to it.
Sumac offers a few tables for
guests to dine outside along
Highland Avenue. There is also a
greenery wall with neon lights that
spell out “How You Doin’? Sumac

Peeps” for Instagram memories.
The restaurant offers a catering
package that feeds up to 12 people,
and includes two salads, two appetizers, two meats, 10 pieces of
falafel or two portions of green bean
stew or organic lentils with rice. It
also comes with pita bread, tahini
sauce, garlic sauce and pickles.
$$ Open Monday through
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Open Friday and Saturday from 11
a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Sumac is closed
on Sundays. 156 N. Highland Ave.,

Museum opens tribute to Bob Hope Outfest honors Marvel Studios’ Victoria Alonso
Join Donelle Dadigan, president
and founder of the Hollywood
Museum, and Linda Hope, daughter of Bob and Dolores Hope, for a
tribute and book signing of “Dear
Bob.... Bob Hope’s Wartime
Correspondence with the G.I.’s of
World War II” on Thursday, Nov. 4,
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the museum.
The 75th anniversary of the end
of World War II was observed in
2020, and the Hollywood Museum
is celebrating members of “the
Greatest Generation” for their service, as well as the unique relationship between the troops, Hope and
the USO.
In addition to authors Linda Hope
and Martha Bolton (Bob Hope’s joke
writer for 15 years), the celebration
will include appearances by Loni
Anderson, Jan Daley and Anson
Williams, video by Jerry Mathers
and special written messages from
Ann-Margret, Pat Boone, Stephanie
Zimbalist, Joan Van Ark, Loretta
Swit and Raquel Welch.
In observance of Veterans Day,
the Hollywood Museum will display items from Hope’s career,
including a costume from his
vaudeville days, a golf putter he
used in his Toluca Lake office, a
jacket the comedian wore on tour
with the USO and the Jean Hersholt
Humanitarian Award presented in

1959 by the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences. Also
included are letters from World War
II service men and women, as well
as nurses, wives and parents who
shared thoughts, swapped jokes
and commiserated with Hope about
the war.
“Dear Bob.... Bob Hope's
Wartime Correspondence with the
G.I.’s of World War II” is a collection of personal letters, postcards
and packages sent back and forth
among Hope, the troops and their
loved ones.
“The people back at home loved
hearing something from a base
from where one of their loved ones
was stationed,” Linda Hope said.
“Handwritten letters were cherished. Dad received an average of
38,000 letters a week. He would
dictate responses to be typed and
mailed off by his secretary. The letters were amazing. They had to
[do] with a variety of topics asking
when they were going to be coming
home, and could they visit with him
on the set or meet Lana Turner or
Rita Hayworth.”
The public can view the ongoing
Bob Hope exhibit from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., Wednesday through Sunday,
in the museum, 1660 N. Highland
Ave. For information, visit thehollywoodmuseum.com.

Outfest, the Los Angeles-based
nonprofit organization that promotes empathy for the global
LGBTQIA+
community,
announced it will honor Marvel
Studios’ Victoria Alonso with
the Visionary Award at the 2021
Outfest Legacy Awards.
The event will be held at the
Academy Museum of Motion
Pictures on Nov. 13, and will kick off
the organization’s 40th anniversary.
The Visionary Award will recognize Alonso’s contributions to
LGBTQIA+ representation and
media visibility. Alonso is president of physical and post production, visual effects, and animation
production for Marvel Studios.
She’s also an executive producer on
Marvel Studios’films and series, including such hits as “Avengers:
Endgame,” “Black Panther,” “ShangChi and The Legend of The Ten
Rings,” “WandaVision” and “Loki.”
Other recipients include Neon,
the Guardian Award, which recognizes a company’s commitment and
legacy to the LGBTQIA+ community; Jonathan Howard, the Outfest
Legacy Award, which honors his
extensive contribution to Outfest as
a board member; Robin de Jesús,
the Terrence McNally Award, which
acknowledges his out and proud
career across stage and film; Rain
Valdez, the Trailblazer Award,
which celebrates her creativity as a
writer, director and actor in creating

photo courtesy of Yuri Hasegawa/Redux

Marvel Studios’ Victoria Alonso will be honored by Outfest for her contributions to LGBTQIA+ representation.

roles ensuring that trans people lives
are seen; and current Board CoPresident Alan Koenigsberg and
past
Outfest
Board
CoPresident Marissa Román-Griffith,
the Jonathan Howard Legacy
Award, honoring their leadership
during a global pandemic.
“As a preeminent arts, media
and entertainment organization,
Outfest thrusts LGBTQIA+ artists
into the spotlight,” said Outfest’s
Executive Director Damien S.
Navarro. “Forty years into our
legacy, our commitment to queer

artists remains steadfast, even as
the world around us changes in
unexpected ways. We are thrilled
to be celebrating the incredible talent, impact, intersectionality and
advocacy of our honorees.”
Past recipients of the Outfest
Legacy Awards include Laverne
Cox, Tom Hanks, Judith Light, Rita
Moreno, Lee Daniels, Joey Soloway,
Hillary Swank and Sean Hayes.
Tickets, tables and tribute ads
are on sale now at outfest.org. For
information about tables, contact
outfest@outfest.org.

Museum commemorates victims of Kristallnacht

photo courtesy of the Hollywood Museum

The Hollywood Museum is holding an exhibit and book signing paying
tribute to comedian Bob Hope and his support for troops during World
War II.

Holocaust Museum L.A. is holding “Remembering Kristallnacht,”
a virtual commemoration on
Tuesday, Nov. 9, at 3 p.m., via
Zoom.
The event will be held in commemoration of the 83rd anniversary
of Kristallnacht, also known as the
Night of Broken Glass, a campaign
of destruction carried out against
Jews across Nazi Germany and
Austria between Nov. 9-10, 1938.
Nazi paramilitary forces destroyed
Jewish homes, hospitals and businesses, ransacked synagogues and
arrested 30,000 Jewish men.
The speakers are Holocaust sur-

vivor Paul Kester; Stefan Schneider,
Consul General of the Federal
Republic of Germany in Los Angeles;
and historian Dr. Alan Steinweis,
author of “Kristallnacht 1938.”
Kester was born in 1925 in
Wiesbaden,
Germany. After
Kristallnacht, his family arranged
his departure on a Kindertransport,
an organized effort to rescue children from the Nazis. Kester went to
Sweden in early 1939 and lived
there for 10 years before settling in
Los Angeles in 1949. Kester’s parents were murdered in Auschwitz.
Steinweis, the Raul Hilberg
Distinguished
Professor
of

Holocaust Studies at the University
of Vermont, specializes in the history of Nazi Germany and the
Holocaust. In addition to writing
“Kristallnacht 1938,” Steinweis is
editor of the American edition of
the “Comprehensive History of the
Holocaust,” published by the
University of Nebraska Press in
cooperation with Yad Vashem, the
Holocaust research and commemoration authority of the state of
Israel.
For information and to register,
visit us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zvp_1S5BRA24dbAbw3
rySQ.
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LACMA welcomes
new fellows

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art announced its
2021-22 class of fellows designated
for the Andrew W. Mellon
Undergraduate
Curatorial
Fellowship program.
LACMA annually joins the Art
Institute of Chicago, the High
Museum of Art, the Museum of
Fine Arts, Houston, The NelsonAtkins Museum of Art and the
Philadelphia Museum of Art to
offer the fellowship.
The fellowship returns this year
after a one-year postponement due
to the pandemic. As a result, the
program, which normally takes
place over two years, has been temporarily adjusted to host one-year
fellowships that will accommodate
more students in 2021–22.
The fellowship provides specialized training to students across the
United States from historically
underrepresented groups in the
curatorial field and supports the
goal of promoting inclusive, pluralistic museums.
Fellows participate in The
Andrew W. Mellon Undergraduate
Curatorial Fellowship Program during their undergraduate career, with
the goal of continuing their education through graduate work. It provides students with hands-on experience in a museum setting, assisting curators and staff on exhibitions, collections and programs.
Fellows are matched with a curatorial mentor at each museum who
works to enrich the academic experience and to increase exposure to
the museum context while broadening a fellow’s understanding of art
and art history. Fellowships include
regular engagement during the academic school year followed by fulltime engagement over the summer.
LACMA’s fellows are Marisa
Cruz Branco, Pitzer College; Lilia
Destin, University of Southern
California; Alexa Ramirez, Pomona
College; and Kiko Thomas,
University of California San Diego.

Musso & Frank opens doors to private dining experience

Musso & Frank Grill unveiled
four new private dining rooms on
Nov. 1 with special entrances for
guests. The expansion marks the
first time since 1955 that the
restaurant has added new dining
space to its historic Hollywood
Boulevard location.
“For many years, our customers
have been asking for specific types
of dining experiences, which
inspired us to add new space consistent with the Old Hollywood
experience Musso’s has perfected.
We are thrilled that now, with these
new dining rooms, we are able to
accommodate those specific
requests,” said Mark Echeverria,
COO, CFO and fourth-generation
member of the restaurant’s family
of owners.
Echeverria said the idea for the
new private dining spaces started
around 2010 when people began
asking for a specific new dining
experience. The design process for
the rooms began in 2017 and it
took several years to develop and

get approvals from the city. The
unveiling of the three private dining rooms marks a major milestone
in the history of Musso & Frank
Grill, Echeverria added.
“Two years ago, we enjoyed our
best year ever. And then we had to
deal with a 14-month shutdown
due to the COVID pandemic,” he
said. “We are so thrilled to have
reopened our two longtime rooms
on May 6, and we’ve received such
a warm welcome from our returning patrons. Now, it’s even more
amazing that we’ve added such a
beautiful new space too.”
The new dining rooms were
designed by Gensler and built by J.
Baer Construction. One room
offers an intimate dining experience for six to eight guests, while
the three other rooms can be converted for larger receptions accommodating up to 50 people.
Echeverria said they are ideal for
entertainment industry wrap parties, wedding celebrations and
larger events. A red- carpet

photo by Tina Whatcott-Echeverria

Gather together
for Thanksgiving
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The family of owners and staff at Musso & Frank Grill cut a ribbon for the
new private dining rooms on Nov. 1. From left are Dena Echeverria, Chef
J.P. Amateau, Kristen and Rick Kohlmeyer, CFO and COO Mark
Echeverria, Cathy Echeverria, Anne Jones, Mark Echeverria’s wife Tina
Echeverria, Steve Jones, John Echeverria and general manager Andrea
Scuto. Below, is the VIP wine room, now open for private dining.

entrance to the new rooms provides access from Hollywood
Boulevard.
“Keeping in mind the specific
requests we’ve received over the
years, for some events held in our
new dining rooms we have the
capability of an even more discreet
entrance through the rear of the
restaurant,” Echeverria added.
The new dining rooms are adjacent to the restaurant in a space formerly occupied by two retail
shops. The foyer features a display
case showing Musso & Frank
memorabilia, including classic
original menus and wine lists,
along with other artifacts from the
venue’s history. Original artwork

from the restaurant’s centennial
book is on display in the hallway
connecting the new dining rooms.
“The new rooms have an oldschool Hollywood feel, as befits a
restaurant known as the place
where Hollywood deals are made,”
Echeverria said. “When you are in
our new space, you will feel like it
has been there since the beginning.”
Musso & Frank Grill is located
at 6667 Hollywood Blvd. To
reserve the new private dining
rooms, contact general manager
Andrea Scuto and events coordinator Tara Thomas by emailing
events@mussoandfrank.com, or
visit mussoandfrank.com/private-

Order Thanksgiving
Poultry Now

BH lights up for the
holidays

From page 15
Bob Wunderlich and fellow
Beverly Hills City Council members, who will illuminate Rodeo
Drive with an abundance of lights
before a glittering fireworks finale.
Continuing a long tradition of
immersive holiday décor, Rodeo
Drive will be transformed along its
center median from South Santa
Monica Boulevard to Wilshire
Boulevard by the holiday helpers
and two larger-than-life luxury car
decorations.
“We need to be together again and
celebrate with each other,” said
Kathy Gohari, the committee’s president. “The holidays are the perfect
time to share our gratitude for those
who have got us through challenging times, and thanks to our holiday
helpers, everyone will be welcomed
to a sparkling evening of outdoor
entertainment and be among the first
to see our holiday lights.”
The holiday festivities will continue through Jan. 1, with installations available for viewing nightly,
including a glowing reeds audio
and light show at the Lily Pond and
a larger-than-life elf tree and light
tunnel at Beverly Cañon Gardens.
For information, visit beverlyhills.org/holidaysbh.

BEST SELECTION OF TURKEYS
We carry everything you need to set the
perfect Thanksgiving dining table.
Fall Party Goods • Garlands • Centerpieces

H Free Range & Organic Turkeys,
Diestel, Shelton, GoldenHarvest
H Pheasant, Geese, Duck, Quail, Squab, Capons,
Rabbit, Organic Eggs, Quail Eggs, Egg Nog

Room Decor • Balloons • Much More!

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS!

20% Off

All Merchandise in the store with this ad
Expires 11/30/21 Does not include already reduced items,
Printing, Balloons or Balloon Delivery

Vine American Party Store
5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox)
(323) 467-7124
www.vineamericanparty.com

At the Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St. #216
(323) 936-8158
farmersmarketpoultry.com
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Program teaches students automotive knowledge
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Children participated in an array of activities at Big Sunday’s Spooky
Sunday Halloween event.

Big Sunday treated kids to spooky
Halloween fun

Hundreds of volunteers and participants gathered on Oct. 31 for Big
Sunday’s 12th annual Spooky Sunday, one of the country’s largest
Halloween community service events.
Big Sunday aims to give children and their families, many of whom
would not get another opportunity, a chance to enjoy the fun and festive
holiday with the community. Volunteers hold special events and donate
costumes and candy to families in need.
As in prior years, Big Sunday’s signature trunk-or-treat event included more than 40 decorated cars parked around the Big Sunday headquarters, allowing children and their families to move from car to car
collecting treats.
Aside from the sweet treats, guests could participate in a haunted
maze, spooky story time, treat bag decorating, a pumpkin patch, games,
reptile exhibit, magic acts and arts and crafts.
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Students will be able to see live plays, including “A Christmas Carol,” for
free thanks to a Center Theatre Group program.

Free theater ‘In the House’ for students

Center Theatre Group is launching a new program called In the
House, which offers free tickets to
Los Angeles area schools, colleges
and nonprofit organizations.
Tickets will be available for early
performances of all productions in
the upcoming seasons at the Mark
Taper Forum and Kirk Douglas
Theatre, as well as some shows at
the Ahmanson Theatre, including
CTG’s “A Christmas Carol” on
Nov. 30.
In the House joins other current
Center Theatre Group programs,
including FreePlay, which offers
tickets for anyone 25 years old or
younger for the first preview of all
Center Theatre Group productions
at the Mark Taper Forum and Kirk
Douglas Theatre.
Center
Theatre
Group’s
Education
and
Community
Partnerships program also provides
free and low-cost tickets to more
than 8,000 students, educators and
parents to the theater.
“As we return to the theater after
this extended and unprecedented
time away, we recognize the need
for affordable tickets to CTG shows
for all Angelenos, so I’m excited to
add this new program to support
our work around access, equity,
diversity and inclusion,” managing

director and CEO Meghan
Pressman said. “The In the House
initiative allows us to strengthen
our relationship with local schools
and fellow nonprofits while giving
their students, members and supporters the opportunity to have a
true theater experience and fall back
in love with the artform we have
missed so much over the past yearand-a-half.”
CTG is partnering with Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Los
Angeles. Mentor/mentee “matches”
from BBBSLA will be invited to
attend all productions in the upcoming season.
“As we strive to introduce our
mentees to culturally-enriching
activities throughout Los Angeles
County, we are grateful for the
opportunity to partner with Center
Theatre Group to bring the magic of
live theatre into their lives,” said
Lauren Plichta, president and CEO
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Greater Los Angeles.
For more information on obtaining tickets for an organization, visit
centertheatregroup.org, or call audience services at at (213)628-2772
or visit in person at the Center
Theatre Group Box Office.
For more information, visit centertheatregroup.org/inthehouse

An organization focused on
bringing automotive education to
students is fundraising to help continue its mission.
Acceler8 is a unique automotive
education program run by law
enforcement veterans to help at-risk
youth. It’s also the official education partner of the Formula DRIFT
motorsports series and also a
Petersen Automotive Museum
workshop.
In 2021, Accler8 team worked
with Formula DRIFT and the
Petersen to pair students with automotive interests to build a bond
with the mentors. The aim is to provide at-risk youth an alternative to
street gangs and crime, helping
them see employment opportunities
in the automotive industry.
Acceler8 worked with more than
200 students across the country and
is looking to expand its program. It
is embarking on a new “Mobile
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Acceler8 connects students with automotive industry professionals to
teach them about employment opportunities.

Class” project, in which students
receive hands on training. The project will allow the team to take the
class to the students. Through
a Rally Up campaign, Acceler8
hopes to raise sufficient funds to

purchase a van, which will be specially equipped to bring all the tools
needed for students to learn car
maintenance and modification.
Visit acceler8education.org or
go.rallyup.com/cc652d.
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Resolution requires seniors to
complete post-graduation plan

The L.A. Unified Board of
Education voted on Oct. 26 to
approve a resolution that would
help achieve the district’s goal of
having all graduating students complete a post-graduation plan and
college financial aid application to
set them up for success after high
school.
The resolution, drafted by Board
Vice President Nick Melvoin, will
increase resources and collaboration to implement a new state
requirement for 100% of students
to complete the Free Application
for Federal Student Assistance or, if
a student is undocumented, the
California Dream Act Application.
The resolution will help L.A.
Unified families, approximately
80% of whom are living in poverty,
overcome the financial burden of
college, a primary barrier to entry
in higher education.
“Our goal is for every student not
only to leave high school with a
diploma, but also with a clear plan
and path to success once they step
into that next phase,” Melvoin said.
“We want to ensure that every door
is open to our students so that they
can choose which one to walk
through.”
The resolution also aims to
increase individual post-graduation
planning resources and develop-

“Our goal is for every
student not only to leave
high school with a
diploma, but also with a
clear plan and path to
success once they step
into that next phase.”
Nick Melvoin
LA Unified Board Vice President

ment so that L.A. Unified graduates
leave high school prepared to enter
the college or career of their choice.
This includes a new planning component that starts in 8th grade to get
students thinking about, and preparing for, college and career success
before they reach high school.
“A good education should not be
a privilege, but an opportunity
afforded to all,” said Interim
Superintendent Megan K. Reilly.
“As we work together as a community to recover from the inequities
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, it is vital that we increase
access to college for all of our high
school graduates. Los Angeles
Unified stands ready to support this
board resolution to help students
get into college and receive financial aid.”

Bookstore supports WeHo Library
The Friends of the West
Hollywood Library Bookstore has
reopened to the public.
The organization’s president
Linda Demmers and volunteers
Susan Sazer and Dave Kinnick
have been busy sanitizing, organizing and refreshing the shelves. The
store recently received a donation
of more than 6,000 books from
actor Michael York and his wife
Pat, a writer and photographer,
including many books on art, photography and history. They will be
available for purchase in the bookstore in the coming months.
A new Staff Picks and Special

Items sections will feature books
that are Pulitzer Prize and Man
Booker Award winners, as well as
works by Nobel Prize winners for
literature and a large collection of
Hollywood biographies.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m., Tuesday
and Thursday; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Saturday. Masks and proof of vaccination are required to enter the store.
The Friends of the West
Hollywood Library is a nonprofit
that supports the library’s educational and cultural programs and
services located at 625 N. San
Vicente Blvd. For information, call
(323)929-2359.

LAUSD will offer Pfizer vaccine
to students ages 5-11

With the recent Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s approval
of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine for 5- to 11-year-old children, Los Angeles
Unified School District will offer voluntary vaccine access to students in
the age group.
The COVID-19 vaccine is highly-encouraged for children ages 5-11.
However, it will not be part of Los Angeles Unified’s current student vaccine requirement.
Beginning Nov. 8, LAUSD’s mobile vaccination teams will offer the
vaccine to students in the age group. Beginning Nov. 16, 13 school-based
clinics will offer the vaccine. Certain school-based clinics will offer the
vaccine on select Saturdays. Information about the clinics is available at
achieve.lausd.net/studentvaccine.

Sylva Bezian, DDS
• General & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Full Mouth Reconstruction
• Periodontal Surgery, Maintenance and Treatment
• Clear and removable aligners to straighten teeth
• Extractions, Root Canals
• Dental Implants and Implant Restorations
• Full and Partial Removable Dentures
• Fixed Bridges, Fillings, Crowns
• Teeth Cleaning & Zoom in Office Whitening
Voted Top Dentist In Los Angeles
• Emergency Dentistry
2018-2020
Each Patient is known by name not a number
Yelp 5 Star rating
USC Dental School Graduate
Lifetime Member American
Dental Assoc., CA Dental Assoc.,
Los Angeles Dental Assoc.

Evening & Saturday Appts Available

Larchmont Medical Building
321 N. Larchmont Blvd. Ste 517, LA 90004

(323)957-5100 • www.sylvabeziandds.com

BritWeek car rally rolls into Beverly Hills

BritWeek, Los Angeles’ annual
celebration of British culture and
innovation, will hold its car rally
on Nov. 14.
Co-hosted by the Petersen
Automotive Museum, celebrity car
collector and artist Magnus Walker
and the city of Beverly Hills, 75 of
the world’s most iconic British
automobiles will parade through
the streets of Los Angeles and
Beverly Hills, offering audiences
the opportunity to witness a unique
gathering of vehicles.
Select cars scheduled to appear
include Steve McQueen’s 1956
Jaguar XKSS, one of only two
1947 Rolls Royce Inskips ever
made, a 1948 Bentley MK VI
Mallalieu Mercia Roadster, an
original 1962 Lotus 7 and a 2005
TVR Sagaris, the only one in the
U.S.
“We’re looking forward to
bringing together car enthusiasts of
all backgrounds for this thrilling
occasion,” said Nigel Daly Officer
of the Order of the British Empire
and chairman of BritWeek. “The
UK has a long history of thriving
in the automotive industry, so it’s a
great experience to share our finest
offerings with thousands of SoCal
residents.”
The free and family-friendly
gathering begins with a Britishthemed breakfast on the Petersen
Museum’s rooftop, where the public is invited to view all of the cars
up close as they compete for the
“Petersen Perfection,” “Best in
Show,” “Hammertime Excellence”
and “Outlaw” awards. The rally
will begin afterward on a route to
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As a part of BritWeek, cars of the U.K. will parade through the streets
of Beverly Hills.

“It’s not often this assembly of cars
comes together, so we encourage
everyone to start their holiday season
a few weeks early and treat
themselves to a fun time.”

Terry Karges,
executive director, Petersen Automotive Museum

the Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts, where the
cars will be on display in front of
Beverly Hills City Hall, and
patrons can engage in other on-site
activities.
“We’re excited to partner with
BritWeek, Magnus Walker and the
city of Beverly Hills in this showcase,” said Terry Karges, executive

director
of
the
Petersen
Automotive Museum. “It’s not
often this assembly of cars comes
together, so we encourage everyone to start their holiday season a
few weeks early and treat themselves to a fun time.”
For more information and a map
of the rally, visit britweek.org or
beverlyhills.org/britweek.
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‘Last Night in Soho’ ends the ghostly season right
Halloween is over. Long live
Halloween. While the spooky season dies down, one highly-watchable gem arrives just in the time to
quell those candy withdrawals.
“Last Night in Soho” knows its way
around the tone that makes this season so fun without stressing out
horror-averse folks. All it takes is an
ethereal blast from the past.
Ellie (Thomasin McKenzie) sees
dead people. Growing up in the
countryside, she weathered the
occasional visit in the mirror from
her dead mother, but she’ll soon
confront a series of new challenges
in the West End of London as she
starts fashion school. Her affinity
for the Swinging Sixties immediately isolates her from boujee peers

who love to hate anything they
deem odd.
Ellie’s Beats headphones can
only provide so much comfort
before she seeks a calmer living
space, finding a room in a residence
owned by Ms. Collins’ (“Game of
Thrones’” actress Diana Rigg in her
last role prior to her death in
September 2020). Falling asleep
her first night, Ellie awakes in the
’60s, taking on the identity of
Sandie (Anya Taylor-Joy), who
craves the stage.
At first, these dreams inspire
Ellie’s designs as she brings the
beloved era to life for classroom
projects. But Sandie’s relationship
with charming music manager Jack
(Matt Smith) turns into something
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Anya Taylor-Joy stars as Sandie, a 1960s singer whose relationship with
her music manager turns horrific.

more horrific rather abruptly.
Eventually, Ellie tries to uncover the
truth of what occurred decades ago,
whilst apparitions haunt her dreams
and waking moments as well.
Edgar Wright doesn’t know how
to make a dull film, regardless of
genre. The “Shaun of the Dead”
director has covered comedy-horror, buddy cop, science fiction, heist
thriller and the hybrid excess of
“Scott Pilgrim vs. the World,” a
musical-comedy pseudo-superhero
comic book adaptation.
“Last Night in Soho” marks the
auteur’s closest attempt at a
straight-out horror flick, but don’t
expect traditional scares. Treat it
like “Suspiria” and enjoy the aesthetics of a surrealist dive into madness. And in true Wright form, the
craft is inviable as Ellie and Sandie
rotate leading roles during those
dream sequences.
Certainly, film pedants will chastise “Soho” for its plotline. Any seasoned horror and mystery fan might
easily uncover the truth. That’s a
juvenile approach. While the first
half ingratiates itself in all the pomp
and circumstance a nostalgic throwback can offer – the lows too – this
one’s all about the journey and performances. Nothing feels cliché.
The only real judgement here is
based on expectations. Wright has a
specific quirk, much like Wes
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Thomasin McKenzie portrays Ellie, a young woman who moves to
London to pursue a fashion career. However, apparitions soon begin to
haunt her dreams and her waking moments.

Anderson. His films all feel a certain way, but “Soho” is a 180 with
no humor or notable stylizations.
That doesn’t mean it’s void of character or originality. Period-specific
music helps immensely, along with
design and lighting that transport an
alluring time to the big screen.
Taylor-Joy’s (“The Queen’s
Gambit,” “Emma”) portrayal of
Sandie cements the ’60s flare. In
her first appearance, she struts into
unfamiliar territory with a confidence only described as cinematic
as she shuts down creeps in her
way. As the story progresses, she
sings and dances like a star, not a
movie star pretending to accomplish either with a deceitful dose of
suspended disbelief.
Then there’s her opposite: innocent, soft-spoken Ellie. At least at

first. “Soho” confirms McKenzie
(“Leave No Trace,” “Jojo Rabbit”)
is no longer a rising star. She
arrived. Taylor-Joy’s Sandie is a
mesmerizing presence, McKenzie’s
Ellie dominates nearly every scene.
Her progression from timid to liberated to troubled bookmarks the
entire film. And McKenzie evolves
flawlessly throughout each stage.
“Last Night in Soho” won’t win
the year, though it’ll surely turn
some heads come awards season
for its technical marvels.
Regardless, it remains a splendid
nighttime experience, best enjoyed
in a properly darkened space,
whether safely during a theatrical
viewing, or at home when released
on demand. It pairs best with a pint,
and throw on some Lou Reed to
debrief its merits afterwards.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Oct. 24 and Oct. 30. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

ing a domestic violence incident in
the 900 block of N. San Vicente at
2:57 p.m.

Oct. 24

Oct. 25

At 12:40 a.m., a suspect was
arrested on suspicion of driving
under the influence of alcohol or
drugs near the corner of Third and
Maple.

At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1000
block of N. Gardner.

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 300 block of Canon at 1:02
a.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 200
block of N. Maple.

Oct. 25
At 12:11 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 9100 block of Charleville.

Oct. 26
At 3:37 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft near the
corner of Santa Monica and
Crescent.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 9600 block of
Wilshire at 7 p.m.

Oct. 27
At 6:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 9900
block of Durant.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 200 block of N.
Rodeo at 3:46 p.m.
At 5:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9600 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Camden and Brighton at 10:59
p.m.
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of S. Robertson.

Oct. 28
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9800 block of Wilshire.

Oct. 29
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of N.
Palm at 6 a.m.
At 9:02 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of Crescent.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
Oct. 24
An unknown suspect pickpocketed
a victim in the 8800 block of Santa
Monica at 1 a.m.
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8900 block of Santa Monica.
Another theft was reported in the
same area at 1:30 a.m.
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1200 block of N.
Fairfax at 10:45 a.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1200
block of N. Spaulding.

Oct. 26
A suspect assaulted a victim during
a domestic violence incident in the
7600 block of Norton at 12:59 a.m.
At 1:58 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7300 block of Santa
Monica at 3:25 p.m.
At 6:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8800
block of Santa Monica.

Oct. 27
At 4:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1100
block of N. Sweetzer.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1000 block of N.
Alfred at 5:50 p.m.
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 500
block of Westmount.

Oct. 28
At 11:15 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
600 block of N. La Cienega.

Oct. 29
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 7500 block of
Hampton at 5:31 p.m.
At 7:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8400 block of Sunset.

Oct. 30

petty theft in the 8400 block of
Third at 11:45 a.m.

burglary in the 6600 block of Santa
Monica at 1:59 a.m.

Oct. 24

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8700 block of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of
Hollywood and McCadden at
12:53 a.m.
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1300
block of N. McCadden.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Whitley and
Yucca at 2 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1400 block of
Gordon at 3:50 a.m.
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1400 block
of N. Orange Grove.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1700 block of
N. Las Palmas at 4 a.m.

At 2:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 5900
block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 800 block of S.
Muirfield at 4:30 a.m.
At 5:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1800 block of El Cerrito.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6300 block of
Wilshire at 5:56 a.m.
At noon, an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 600
block of N. Arden.

At 2:45 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 1200 block of
Beachwood.

At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 5800
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Selma and
Schrader at 3:25 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1300 block of N.
La Brea at 5 a.m.

At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1500
block of N. Cahuenga.

At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7100 block of Hillside.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7100 block of Sunset at
4 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6600 block of
Sunset at 6:30 a.m.

At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of S. Hauser.

At 8:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
5400 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 200 block of The
Grove at 7:10 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5600 block of
Sunset at 9 a.m.

At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Wilton and Lexington.

At 9:37 a.m., grand theft was
reported in the 900 block of Wilcox.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5700 block of Santa
Monica at 4:20 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1200 block of N.
June at 3:30 a.m.

At 7:10 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Wilshire and Western.

At 1:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 5900
block of Barton.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6500 block of
Fountain at 8:20 a.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1100 block of Corning
at 3:50 p.m.

At 10:40 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
1800 block of N. Whitley.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 800
block of S. Genesee.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of N.
Gower at 11:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6700 block of
Hollywood at 5:30 p.m.

At noon, an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6600
block of Willoughby.

At 5:43 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6900 block
of Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Burton and Holt at noon.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 500 block of S.
Fairfax at 6 p.m.

At 7:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 800
block of S. Le Doux.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 500
block of S. Fairfax.

Oct. 28

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6300 block of
Third at 10:30 a.m.
At noon, an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8500 block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect stole a bicycle in the 1500 block of
Shenandoah at 12:11 p.m.
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 300
block of S. Norton.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 400 block of N.
Arnaz at 2:20 p.m.
At 4:14 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 800
block of Wilcox.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6700 block of
Hollywood at 4:15 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Ivar and Selma.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Ivar and Selma at 10 p.m.

At 5:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1200
block of Kings.

At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Orlando and
Blackburn.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Sunset
and San Vicente at 6:01 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5600 block of
Santa Monica at 11:30 p.m.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1200 block of Kings.

At 11:37 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 6900 block of Bonita.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of N.
Flores at 6:30 p.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1600
block of N. Poinsettia.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 400 block of N.
Fairfax at 8 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1500 block of N. Martel.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6800 block of
Hollywood at 6:10 p.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
Melrose and Doheny.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 700 block of
Orlando at 8 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near Third
and George Burns.

Oct. 27
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1800 block of Whitley.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1700 block of
Argyle at 12:01 a.m.
At 5:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1800
block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
N. Doheny at 9:30 p.m.

Oct. 29
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 800 block of
N. Genesee.

Oct. 25

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5700 block of
Lexington at 8 p.m.

Oct. 23

At 12:20 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim near
Melrose and La Cienega.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1100
block of Wilcox.

Oct. 30

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 700 block of N. La
Cienega at 1:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near Melrose and La Cienega
at 12:40 a.m.

Oct. 26

At 12:15 a.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Martel and Hawthorn.

At 4:10 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8500 block
of Beverly.

At 1:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1000
block of S. Highland.

At 1:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7800
block of Melrose.

An assault occurred in the 6500
block of Yucca at 2 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a

An unknown suspect committed a

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5100 block of
Wilshire at 1:30 a.m.

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 6600
block of Hollywood.

Los Angeles Police
Department

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 100 block of S. La Brea
at 4:30 p.m.
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Tail O’ the Pup to reopen Council forms redistricting committee
From page 1

From page 1
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Tail O’ the Pup originally opened in 1946, but closed in 2005. It will now
reopen with al fresco dining and a beer garden.

Hollywood Sign was cool,” Green
said. “It was just one of those places
that really stood out so much. Even
if you never went there, you remember it because it was a giant hot dog
– you couldn’t miss it.”
Throughout his teenage years,
Green ate many hot dogs there and
when the stand closed, he followed
the several attempts made to reopen
it.
Eventually, the family that
owned the stand decided to donate
it to Valley Relics Museum, which
is owned by one of Green’s friends.
While it may have been a good fit
for the museum, that idea didn’t sit
well with Green, and he was intent
on re-opening the hot dog joint.
Green and his partners in 1933
Group, Dimitri Komarov and
Dmitry Liberman, who were also
behind the reopening of Formosa
Café on Santa Monica Boulevard,
purchased the stand in 2018 and
began restoring it.
Despite the fact that the plaster
hot dog was built at the end of
World War II, it was in remarkable
shape, Green said. With a little
sparkle and spit polish – or paint –
the dog was almost as good as new.
Though the restoration was light,
the remodel isn’t the group’s first
foray into historic preservation.
Previous restoration projects
include Idle Hour, located in a
building shaped like a giant
whiskey barrel, and Highland Park
Bowl, the city’s oldest bowling
alley.
The stand marks the group’s
fourth landmark restoration, its 11th
venue in L.A. and its first fast-casual dining destination.
Green said the group continues to
tackle historic projects to ensure
L.A. still has icons on which to look
back.
“These legacy buildings provide
a string of comfort,” he said. “You
know the place is there for you like
it was for your parents or grandparents, and you know it’s going to be
there for your kids. It helps provide
some sanity in a world that is constantly changing.”
The hot dog stand is one of the
city’s few remaining examples of
programmatic architecture, a type
of architecture in which buildings
are given unusual shapes for the
purpose of advertising.
Adrian Scott Fine, the director of
advocacy for the Los Angeles
Conservancy, said programmatic

architecture grew in L.A. as the city
expanded and more people began
driving.
“People began to think outside
the box to try to get motorists to
take notice,” Fine said. “These
structures would hopefully make
the driver want to turn off the road
and spend some money.”
Throughout L.A.’s history, buildings took the shape of giant doughnuts, hot dogs, chili bowls and
tamales. However, as developers
began shifting their focus to larger
buildings, programmatic architecture began to disappear.
That’s why, Fine said, new projects that reimagine programmatic
structures, such as Tail ‘O the Pup,
are important to preserving the history of the city.
“These buildings are part of the
L.A. story, and we don’t get to pick
and choose our icons,” he said.
“Programmatic architecture is legitimate, it’s part of the story of L.A.
and car culture and how the city
evolved. That’s the beauty of it –
these buildings embody a story.”
Though 1933 Group has owned
the stand for several years, the owners waited for the right location
before relaunching. After many
years of looking, the group finally
selected 8512 Santa Monica Blvd.
in West Hollywood, just a few
blocks away from its original location at La Cienega and Beverly
boulevards.
The new iteration will serve classics from decades past, including
menu favorites from the ’40s, ’70s
and ’80s. However, one new concession will be made: the addition
of a beer garden on the 2,700square-foot property positioned
along Route 66.
“We’re not creating anything
new. No sense changing a good
thing,” Green said. “And as much
as I love hot dogs, there’s nothing
that goes better than a cold beer.”
The restaurant, which is being
built on a lot already zoned for
restaurant and alcohol sales, is
expected to open in spring 2022,
and Green said he hopes to bring
more than hot dogs to the community.
“I just want to bring a lot of
smiles back to people’s faces in Los
Angeles,” he said. “It created a lot
of smiles and chuckles because of
how silly it is. I mean, it’s a giant
hot dog with people inside, and we
just want to bring that back.”

the full council for review. The
process is expected to take several
weeks and must be completed by
the end of the year.
One motion by Martinez asks the
city legislative analyst to create an
alternate map with minimum
changes to current district boundaries. The boundaries of that map,
which has yet to be created, would
also be reviewed by the ad hoc
committee.
Raman introduced nine motions
to be considered by the ad hoc committee that would keep portions of
Hollywood,
Hancock
Park,
Windsor Square and the Miracle
Mile in the 4th District. Neither the
councilwoman, nor her office,
returned requests for comment. She
said during the Nov. 2 council
meeting that the redistricting commission caused confusion by not
identifying which areas would be
the 2nd and 4th districts, which disenfranchised residents in many
neighborhoods currently in her district.
“The result for so many constituents across the city was utter
confusion,” Raman said. “The citizens of Los Angeles really didn’t
have a leg to stand on in these two
districts if they wanted to participate in their future, if they wanted
to participate in the process, and I
feel that was a real disservice.”
Krekorian, whose district could
potentially be moved west from
North Hollywood to a new area in
the Canoga Park and Winnetka
communities, was also critical of
the commission.
“To me, it’s quite clear that the

public did not have sufficient
opportunity to really evaluate all of
these steps that went into creating
an entirely new district,” he said.
“There may be great things in this
process for the rest of the city, but
this one thing of creating these two
districts that the commission couldn’t even decide who should represent, is alone enough to revisit the
entire drawing of the map of the
San Fernando Valley.”
Los Angeles City Council
Redistricting Commission Chair
Fred Ali defended the final map and
said the commission maintained
transparency. The commission
grouped similar communities of
interest together throughout the city
while creating a new district, “2 or
4,” to represent the San Fernando
Valley, which now constitutes 38%
of the city’s population according
to 2020 U.S. Census data. Ali said
more than 6,300 people participated in public hearings and 1,450
speakers offered testimony during
the commission’s proceedings.
Thousands more submitted written
testimony, bringing the total number of people providing input to
more than 15,500.
“Our recommended map is the
product of unprecedented public
participation. It involved more
input than ever before,” Ali said.
“For the first time in the city’s history of the redistricting process, we
drew map lines in real time. This
public line drawing and redrawing
allowed the commission and the
public to witness even minor
changes, giving a clear picture for
all to see the intricacies that charac-

terized this process. I truly believe
the process we used can be a model
for a future commission.”
O’Farrell did not elaborate on his
opinion of the commission’s map,
but expressed gratitude at being
selected for the ad hoc committee.
“We have a lot of work to do, and
I look forward to serving as vice
chair of the City Council’s Ad Hoc
Redistricting
Committee,”
O’Farrell said.
Koretz said he supports the way
the commission’s map was drawn
and is eager to join the ad hoc committee for deliberations.
“We are pleased with the current
draft iterations. However, until it
goes through the final City Council
process, we can be sure to expect
significant changes that will cause
reallocations and rebalancing that
will, in turn, affect other areas,”
Koretz said. “All of the commissioners did a tremendous job gathering data, outreaching to the community, sorting, analyzing and
implementing public comments,
and we are grateful for their tireless
work.”
The council’s decision to create
an ad hoc committee left some local
community members confused.
“There are so many changes proposed, it’s hard to tell what the
motions are and what will be
accepted,” said Cindy ChvatalKeane, president of the Hancock
Park Homeowners Association.
“We’ll just see. I just think after all
these months and all these people
giving community input and statements, to have them come in and
change things, it’s disheartening.”

Metro’s La Brea Avenue bus lane project outreach begins
The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority is starting community outreach for the La Brea Avenue Bus
Priority Lanes Project, which will
add peak-hour (7 a.m. to 10 a.m. and
3 p.m. to 7 p.m.) bus lanes on 5.9
miles of La Brea Avenue from
Sunset Boulevard (at the north) to
Coliseum Street (at the south).
Though much of the proposed
project is in the city of Los Angeles,
it includes three blocks of North La
Brea Avenue in the city of West
Hollywood, from Romaine Street to
Fountain Avenue at the city’s east
boundary, and impacts transit users
in West Hollywood. Shared bus/bike
lanes were recommended for the
segment of La Brea Avenue in West
Hollywood’s 2017 Pedestrian and
Bicycle Mobility Plan.
Proposed bus lanes would operate
on weekdays only, replacing the
additional travel lane in each direction that becomes available during
peak hours when curbside parking is
prohibited. Metro will be conducting
outreach along the corridor and
anticipates the project to be implemented by spring 2022.
Metro’s La Brea Avenue Bus
Priority Lanes Project is anticipated
to improve speed and reliability for
existing transit service on La Brea,
including West Hollywood’s free
Cityline Commuter service to the
Hollywood/Highland Metro station
and Metro Line 212, which connects
to stations for the Red and Expo
lines, as well as the under-construction Purple Line station. Metro Line
212 saw more than 12,000 daily
boardings prior to the COVID-19
pandemic. Three out of four bus riders on the corridor do not own cars
and use the bus system at least five
times per week.

West Hollywood community
members are encouraged to attend
Metro’s upcoming virtual community meeting from 6 to 8 p.m. Nov.
16 on Zoom, bit.ly/3iweffd. The
meeting ID is 879 6881 1301, and
the passcode is 5851. To dial in,
call (213)338-8477.
A mobile technology pop-up unit

with laptop stations and a screen
will be available in the city of Los
Angeles to ensure opportunities for
public participation for people
without access to computers or
smart phones on from 5:30 to 8
p.m. on Nov. 16 at the LADOT
Public Parking Lot #614, 728 S.
Cochran Ave.

Bogie’s Liquor
It’s Fall Football Season
Stock up for your
tailgate party here!
We carry the finest in
• Beer
• Wine
• Spirits
• Champagne
• Kegs

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine

Call us! 323-469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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Natural History Musuem exhibition honors Jane Goodall

Dr. Jane Goodall’s legacy will be
celebrated in the west coast premiere of “Becoming Jane: The
Evolution of Dr. Jane Goodall,” a
new exhibition on view at the
Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles County from Nov. 7
through April 17.
Produced in partnership with the
National Geographic Society and
the Jane Goodall Institute, the
exhibition explores Goodall’s life,
from her early years as an intrepid
young woman with a dream to
learn about animals in Africa, to
her years establishing herself as a
renowned scientist in Gombe,
Tanzania, to her current role as an
activist, mentor and advocate for
creating a better world for all life
on Earth.
The exhibition debuted at the
National Geographic Museum in
Washington, D.C., in November
2019, and has since traveled to the
Field Museum in Chicago.
“We are honored to present this
marvelous exhibition and share
Jane Goodall’s journey with audiences from all over the world,” said
Dr. Lori Bettison-Varga, president
and director of the Natural History
Museums of Los Angeles County.
“As we emerge from the past
year and continue on a path toward
healing, Dr. Goodall’s life and work
provide an unparalleled example of
how curiosity can lead to environmental stewardship with tremendous impact.”
Widely known for her innovative
approach to animal behavior
research, Goodall traveled to what
is now Tanzania’s Gombe Stream
National Park and immersed herself
by observing chimpanzees in their
natural habitat. Rather than seeing
the animals as subjects, she came to
know them as individuals with personalities and emotions, a notion
once rejected by the scientific
world, yet now considered revolutionary.
“Jane Goodall has been inspiring
National Geographic audiences,
young and old, for over half a century,” said Kathryn Keane, vice
president of public programming at
the National Geographic Society.
“This exhibition allows us to experience her amazing life story in a
highly personal and powerful way.
Through immersive media, authentic scenic and interactives, this
exhibition takes visitors into the
field and around the world with
Jane, walking in her shoes and
experiencing her powerful message
of hope firsthand.”
Highlights from the exhibition
include a replica of Dr. Goodall’s
research tent, a hologram-like projection of Goodall who shares her
memories in Gombe and an immersive activity in which visitors can
test their skills at matching the panthoot
vocalization
of
a
chimpanzee.
The exhibition will also give
updates on the current state of
Gombe Stream National Park and
the chimpanzee range in Africa,
along with the work of scientists
and conservationsts who are now
following in Goodall’s foosteps.
After the exhibition, visitors can
visit a pledge station where they can
share what actions they will take in
their daily lives to help Goodall, the
Jane Goodall Institute and National
Geographic in their conservation
mission.
Visitors will have access to a
tablet-based Spanish translation app,
free with the price of admission.
For information or to purchase
tickets, visit nhm.org/becomingjane.
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Guests can hear from a holographic version of Jane Goodall at an exhibition presented by the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles.

Exhibit offers queer utopian space

Korea Arts Foundation of
America and Korean Cultural
Center Los Angeles will present
“The 17th Korea Arts Foundation
of America Award Recipient
Exhibition: Club Homo Hill”
from Nov. 5-19.
The exhibition will be held at
the Korean Cultural Center Art
Gallery, located at 5505 Wilshire
Blvd.
“Club Homo Hill” is the
hottest new queer utopian space
birthed from the ruptures of migration, yearning and pain that divides
people from their lineage and from
the invalidations of their existence
by nations and families.
“Club Homo Hill” embraces its

mediated, complex, hybrid and
transformational nature to offer
myriad bodies transitioning,
spilling, breaking apart, coming
together and metamorphosing. Its
multiple facades invite the viewer
to straddle the divide between cultures and to inhabit a space of
indeterminacy.
The exhibition is the gathering
of a speculative collectivity centered around multiplicity, contradictions and temporal and spatial
entanglements through and
beyond ideas of bodies, places and
nations.
An opening reception will be
held from 6:30-8 p.m. on Nov. 5.
For information, visit kccla.org.
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Soul singer Celeste joins Art+Film Gala lineup
Acclaimed soul singer and songwriter Celeste will perform at the
The Los Angeles County Museum
of Art’s 2021 Art+Film Gala, as the
event honors artists Amy Sherald
and Kehinde Wiley, and filmmaker
Steven Spielberg on Nov. 6.
The 10th annual event is cochaired by Eva Chow and Leonardo
DiCaprio and presented by Gucci.
Celeste released her No. 1 debut
album “Not Your Muse” in January of
2021. Raised on the classics such as
Aretha Franklin and Ella Fitzgerald,
the self-taught Brighton-raised soul
singer has previously been described
as “undisputedly one to watch out for”
by Wonderland Magazine.
“Celeste has captured the world's
attention with her gorgeous, soulful
voice and deeply moving songs,”
Chow said. “Her performance will
be one of the highlights of this
year's Art+Film Gala.”
During cocktails, guests will also
enjoy a set by DJ Derrick Jones.
Sherald will be honored for her
work documenting the contemporary African American experience
through figurative paintings. She
reengages with the history of photography and portraiture to invite
viewers to participate in a more
complex debate about accepted
notions of race and representation.
Wiley is an American artist best
known for his portraits that render
people of color in the traditional settings of old master paintings.
Wiley’s work brings art history
face-to-face with contemporary culture in the mediums of painting,
sculpture and video.
n 2018, Wiley became the first
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Celeste will perform at the 10th annual Art+Film Gala, which will honor
Kehinde Wiley, Amy Sherald and Steven Spielberg.

Black artist to paint an official U.S.
presidential portrait for the
Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery.
Sherald’s painting “Michelle
LaVaughn Robinson Obama” and
Wiley’s painting “Barack Obama”
will be on view at LACMA from
Nov. 7 through Jan. 2.
Spielberg is one of the world’s
most successful and influential
filmmakers. Among a host of career
accolades, he is a three-time
Academy Award winner, a
Kennedy Center honoree and a
recipient of the Presidential Medal
of Freedom in 2015.
Spielberg has devoted much of
his time and resources to many
philanthropic causes. He formed
the Rightous Persons Foundation
with his profits from “Schindler’s
List” and founded the Survivors of
Shoah Visual History Foundation,

later named the USC Shoah
Foundation – The Institute for
Visual History and Education.
“Art and film are both irreplaceable experiences through which we
can better understand ourselves and
others, and we are excited to once
again bring the worlds of art and film
together at this event,” LACMA
CEO and Wallis Annenberg Director
Michael Govan said.
Gala proceeds will be used to
support LACMA’s initiative to
make film more central to the
museum’s curatorial programming,
while also funding LACMA’s
broader mission, which includes
exhibitions, acquisitions and educational programming.
For information about tickets and
table
sales,
contact
artandfilm@lacma.org or (323)857–
4770.

Evidence reveals Smilodon may have cared for injured
Published in “Scientific Reports,”
a new study led by Dr. Mairin
Balisi, a postdoctoral fellow at La
Brea Tar Pits, in collaboration with
orthopedic surgeons at Cedars-Sinai
hospital, used 3D image reconstruction of external and internal bone morphology to reveal that saber-toothed
cat suffered from hip dysplasia.
The discovery suggests a social
structure that helped the cats survive
to adulthood, even when they
couldn’t hunt for themselves due to
the birth defect.
Using computed tomography, the
same technology common in hospitals and veterinarian offices, the
pelvis and matching thighbone were
scanned, and the resulting images
were used to create 3D models of the
inside of the bones.
After careful analysis of the bones’
internal structure, the team concluded
that the damage wasn’t the result of
an injury suffered on the hunt, but
congenital hip dysplasia.
Common in pet dogs and cats, the
malformation of the hip bone’s ball and
socket joints, called hip dysplasia, would
have been extremely problematic for a
Smilodon. The Smilodon’s impressive size meant that it needed to prey on
megaherbivores like bison and camels to
survive.
Like living big cats, the
smilodon needed strong hind limbs
for speed, and from the initial leap to
the subsequent grappling required to
take down large prey, healthy hips
would have been critical to their hunting strategy.
“In this case, our animal sustained
a developmental condition, not an
injury, and was able to live to adulthood – suggesting that it must have
received support, perhaps by foodsharing with its family,” Balisi said.
This isn’t the first sign of sabertooth
social
behavior.
In
other Smilodon fossils, researchers
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A new study adds to evidence that saber-toothed cats possibly shared
some of their kills with others unable to hunt for themselves.

have found signs of healing from
grievous injuries that likely
would’ve meant starving without
support. Though researchers can
never fully understand the social
structures of extinct animals

like Smilodon, computed tomography and digital data continues to help
diagnose their injuries, revealing
more about how they lived and lived
with each other.
For information, visit tarpits.org.
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Eunice David and Richard Carpenter were honored at a Wallis
Ambassadors event.

Wallis Ambassadors honored
The Wallis Ambassadors and
Steinway Piano Gallery in Beverly
Hills cohosted “An Afternoon with
Richard Carpenter,” a reception
featuring the musician on Oct. 27.
The event marked the first time
Carpenter has performed as an official Steinway artist. The event also
celebrated the upcoming release of
Carpenter’s new album “Richard
Carpenter’s Piano Songbook.”
In 1970, Richard and Karen
Carpenter, the Carpenters, set a new
high, and still unsurpassed, standard
for melodic pop with their first No. 1
single, “(They Long to Be) Close to
You.” The duo would go on to
become the most successful
American act on the Billboard Hot
100 in the 1970s.
Richard Carpenter produced,
sang and played keyboards on each
of the Carpenters’ hits. He co-wrote
the global smash “Yesterday Once
More,” the holiday standard
“Merry Christmas, Darling,” the
favorites “Goodbye to Love” and “I
Need to Be in Love,” as well as
numerous Carpenters album tracks.
The Carpenters have sold more

than 100-million records, earned 12
Grammy nominations, won three
Grammys and have two recordings
in the Grammy Hall of Fame.
The reception also marked the
return of in-person events for The
Wallis Ambassadors, a new membership
group
of loyal
donors who support and advocate on behalf the Wallis Annenberg
Center for the Performing Arts
throughout Beverly Hills and the
greater Los Angeles area.
Wallis Ambassadors Founding CoChair Eunice David, who officially
stepped down from her position as cochair, was feted and named a
Lifetime Trustee of The Wallis in
recognition of her successful board
and ambassador tenures.
David, an author and celebrated
philanthropist, was instrumental to
both developing the Wallis
Ambassadors Initiative and keeping the program thriving.
Additionally, Marc Zachary was
welcomed as incoming Wallis
Ambassadors Co-Chair. He will
serve alongside Co-Chair Les
Bider.
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Getty exhibition shows impact West Hollywood installation integrates art and AR
of Greek and Roman classics
Presented by the city of West
Hollywood, the public art sculpture
installation “Meringue” by architect and artist Kiduck Kim will be
on display through July 2022.
Located at Santa Monica and
North Doheny, the Art on the
Outside project was organized by
the city’s Arts Division. The Art
on the Outside program installs
rotating temporary artworks on the
city’s medians and in parks.
“Meringue” integrates augmented reality technology, enhancing
the public experience by make the
sculpture visually come alive with
a smartphone.
“Meringue” is
transparent,
allowing it to glow naturally during
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“The Calydonian Boar Hunt” is one of Peter Paul Rubens’s works that
will be on display.

A J. Paul Getty Museum exhibition will highlight Flemish artist
Peter Paul Rubens’s passion for
classical from Nov. 10 through Jan.
24.
The exhibition is the first to focus
on Rubens’ fascination with the art
and literature of ancient Greece and
Rome.
Rubens was one of the most
scholarly artists of the seventeenth
century. Throughout his life he read
classical literature in the original
languages, studied the physical
remains of ancient civilization, collected marble sculptures and carved
gems and conducted lively correspondence with fellow antiquarians
across Europe.
“This important exhibition examines how Rubens's fascination with
ancient Roman antiquities inspired
his many classicizing paintings,
which are among the most erudite
and sophisticated images in
European art,” said Timothy
Potts, Maria Hummer-Tuttle and
Robert Tuttle director of the J. Paul
Getty Museum. “Rubens had an
extraordinary ability to translate
ancient sculptures and gems into
dynamic and colorful compositions,
adopting the classical attributes of
robust strength and idealized beauty
as hallmarks of his own art.”
In 1600, Rubens traveled to Italy
and was employed as a court artist
by Duke Vincenzo Gonzaga in
Mantua. During his next eight years

in Italy, Rubens studied a variety of
ancient marble sculptures and
reliefs.
Rubens took an innovative
approach to drawing classical
sources. He studied individual
sculptures over and over again,
copying them from many unusual
points of view, with painstaking
attention to their overall composition and specific details.
“He sought to convey a sense of
flesh and blood in these figures,
depicting them with dynamism,
pathos, and drama,” said Davide
Gasparotto, senior curator of paintings and chair of curatorial affairs at
the Getty Museum and co-curator
of the exhibition. “These qualities
became the distinguishing traits of
Rubens’ own art.”
On display are chalk drawings
that show Rubens’s process of
studying well-known and celebrated ancient sculptures, his oil sketches for the Stage of Welcome and
major international loans, including
the ancient statue “Silenus with a
Wineskin” from Dresden, shown
with Rubens’s chalk drawing and
oil painting of the Drunken Silenus.
Getty curators will also discuss
Ruben’s activities as a collector of
ancient works and how his knowledge of the classical past shaped his
creative process during an online
panel at 4 p.m. on Nov. 18.
For more information, visit
getty.edu.

Daylight Saving Time ends

The Oct. 26, 1972, issue of the Park Labrea News showed Miss
Greater Los Angeles Press Club Karen Lindsey reminding people to set
their clocks back when daylight saving time ended. This year, daylight
saving time ends at 2 a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 7. Don’t forget to “fall back.”
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Kiduck Kim’s art sculpture installation allows viewers to immerse
themselves in the art through augmented reality on their smartphones.

the daytime. At night, the sculpture
transforms into various light combinations evolving in association with

major city events and holidays.
For more information, visit
weho.org/community/arts-and-culture.
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Frieze coming to Beverly Hills LACMA displays Black portraiture
From page 1

From page 1
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Frieze Los Angeles drew approximately 35,000 visitors who spent an
estimated $15 million on accommodations in 2020.

Nov. 2. “I can venture to say it will
probably be your most successful
Frieze that you’ve done. The ones
that you did in Los Angeles – the
one in Beverly Hills will far surpass that. I feel confident.”
The international art fair originally launched as Frieze London in
2003 and eventually expanded to
New York in 2012. The inaugural
Frieze L.A. was held in 2019 at
Paramount Studios, its West Coast
home until this year.
Curator Christine Messineo said
Beverly Hills and the city shield
will be used on promotions, and
local businesses will be prioritized
and marketed to VIPs and visitors.
She said the Beverly Hilton, the
Maybourne and The Peninsula are
among the businesses to partner
with Frieze Week in Beverly Hills
thus far.
As part of the event, organizers
will install 10 to 15 sculptures at
Beverly Gardens Park and in the
medians of Rodeo Drive. Messineo
said Frieze Sculpture Beverly Hills
is looking to highlight California
artists in the process.
“I’m approaching certain galleries that I know are important to
involve, and then we also have an
open application process for the
galleries that have already been
accepted into the fair,” she said.
The city’s Arts and Culture
Commission’s docent program will
launch alongside the program and

will highlight the city’s “exceptional” permanent collection, Messineo
said.
Frieze Week in Beverly Hills
will also include dance performances at Greystone Mansion and
Gardens. Messineo said organizers
will “extend early and complimentary access to ticketing” to city residents.
The fair itself will showcase
contemporary art with approximately 80 galleries participating.
The council agreed to waive
approximately $73,000 in permits
and fees for the event, which pale
in comparison to “the value that is
brought by the art” that will be on
hand,
Councilman
Lester
Friedman said.
“This is absolutely the type of
event that we have to have in
Beverly Hills,” he said.
Councilmen Julian Gold and
John Mirisch thanked Frieze organizers for addressing the concerns
that the council raised last week.
“We are protective of our brand,
just as Frieze is protective of its
brand, as it should be,” Gold said.
“I think, together, the two brands
are truly synergistic. … I think our
community’s going to love it.”
Mayor Robert Wunderlich said
the event is “absolutely in line”
with Beverly Hills values.
“This could be the start of a
beautiful relationship, and I hope
that it is,” he added.

State opens encampment program
Gov. Gavin Newsom on Oct. 29
announced that the California
Homeless Coordinating and
Financing Council has released the
application for $50 million in funding for the new Encampment
Resolution Grant program.
The funds will be available on a
competitive basis to local governments that commit to addressing
specific, persistent encampments
by using the resources to provide
pathways to permanent housing for
individuals experiencing unsheltered homelessness.
Created by Newsom and the
Legislature in the 2021-22 state
budget,
the
Encampment
Resolution Grant program provides
targeted grants to fund selected
proposals submitted by eligible
cities, counties and continuums of
care.
“The situation with encampments in California is unacceptable,” Newsom said. “I refuse to
accept the status quo – our fellow
Californians suffering in tents,
under
highway
overpasses,
exposed to the elements and living

in unsanitary conditions. These
new funds are another step towards
providing dignified housing
options for people exiting homelessness.”
The $50 million Encampment
Resolution Grant program is a part
of Newsom’s broader $12 billion
homeless package, which includes
$2 billion in homelessness aid
directly to local governments, as
well as a $5.8 billion expansion of
the
governor’s
successful
Homekey program.
Eligible local entities are encouraged to submit their concepts for
innovative, efficient service delivery models to assist persons experiencing unsheltered homelessness
in encampments, including proposals for new partnership opportunities with the state and with philanthropic organizations.
HCFC aims to use the program
to fund multiple projects throughout the state. Applications for the
completive grants are due on Dec.
31, and HCFC intends to announce
awards for the first projects in the
spring of 2022.

traiture as a tool for projecting
images into the world of themselves through their own eyes.”
Andrews said that historically,
portraiture in America has been
used as a tool of power and wealth
that has not always been available
to Black subjects and sitters. In the
country’s early years, it was mostly
wealthy, white land owners who
had access to portraiture. It wasn’t
until the Emancipation era that
Black Americans began acquiring
portraits of themselves.
“Women would wear these gorgeous dresses and subjects would
pose with books or American
flags,” Andrews said. “They began
projecting an image of beauty and
self-assurance in a way that was
never possible before.”
As time went on, portraits and
sculptures began shifting to reflect
the social movements happening at
the time. During the Harlem
Renaissance, artists asserted pride
in Black identity. Throughout the
Civil Rights movement, documentary photography highlighted the
Black experience.
“In every generation, there have
been people grappling with how to
convey the complexity of their sitter as both the individual, but also
as someone who speaks to a larger
moment in time,” Andrews said.
That idea expands into the current artistic climate, which
Andrews said is undergoing its own
renaissance due to last summer’s
mobilization for racial equality.
New work, she said, celebrates
Black figures, but also challenges
viewers to think about what it
would be like to “exist in a world
where to be Black is to live in a
very precarious state of being.”
Though there are many current
works that depict pain and hardship, Andrews said she and cocurator Christine Y. Kim wanted to
bring an exhibition that celebrates
Black history.
“In many ways, we wanted to
counter the abundance of images of
Black suffering in the past year,”
Andrews said. “There is a desire to

show beauty, subjectivity and really
draw a lineage of the power of portraiture leading to these Obama
images.”
Aside from the portraits being
the first of a Black president, the
paintings are a departure from the
typical conservative colors and
backgrounds used in presidential
portraits.
“When the president and the first
lady chose the artists to portray
them, they chose artists who have
practices that are dedicated to reenvisioning portraiture through a
Black lens,” Andrews said.
Viewers may notice in his presidential portrait, Obama sits in a
chair similar to one found in
Abraham Lincoln’s presidential
portrait; however, artist Kehinde
Wiley painted a vibrant background
of sprawling greenery – groundbreaking imagery for a presidential
portrait.
In his topiary, Wiley painted
three flowers: chrysanthemums to
represent the president’s tie to
Chicago, white jasmine for his
youth in Hawaii and African blue
lilies to represent Kenya, his ancestral home.
In a lecture held by the Art
Institute of Chicago, the first stop
on the tour, Wiley said he wanted to
create a portrait that represented the
unprecedented presidency and
unequaled moment in American
history.
“I really wanted to make a portrait that was forward moving, forward-thinking, but also looking
backwards,” he said. “The kind of
global presence and reach of one
man’s story has an ability in that
painting, and certainly in his presidency, to resonate all over the
world.”
The portrait of Michelle Obama
is done by Amy Sherald, who is
known for her portraits of Black
figures rendered in gray scale,
which asks the viewer to question
their ideas about how skin color is
equated with race and class,
Andrews said.
In the portrait, the first lady

wears a geometric patterned dress,
designed by Michelle Smith.
Although originally designed with
Pop and Optical Art in mind,
Sherald recognized its visual affinities with the quilts from Gee’s
Bend, Alabama, according to the
Smithsonian. Gee’s Bend is a
remote Black community populated by descendants of former slaves,
and the quilts of Gee’s Bend reference the independence and
resourcefulness of the African
American experience.
“I feel like I painted two people
when I painted Mrs. Obama. I
painted Michelle Obama from the
south side of Chicago, who’s very
accessible and who everyone fell in
love with. And then I painted a portrait of the first lady,” Sherald said
in the Art Institute of Chicago lecture. “What I wanted to capture in
this painting of her was something
that we had never seen in all of the
images that exist of her on the internet – something that just felt intimate and truly, authentically her.”
Andrews said she’s filled with
anticipation as Angelenos will soon
see the exhibitions, and she hopes
that as viewers learn about the history of Black portraiture, the
Obama portraits will become more
impactful.
“I hope that people see that in
order to fully appreciate the significance of Barack Obama and
Michelle Obama, it’s really necessary to think about and see that
Black Americans have a long history of using portraiture to envision
freedom, portray love and make a
vision of Blackness outside of the
dominant lens, which is so often
rather unbecoming for Black people,” Andrews said.
In addition to the exhibitions, the
LACMA presentation of “The
Obama Portraits Tour” will include
community celebrations, teacher
workshops and curatorial tours.
“The Obama Portraits Tour” will
run through Jan. 2, and “Black
American Portraits” will run
through April 17.
For information, visit lacma.org.

State funding helps customers with unpaid utilities
The Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power Board of
Commissioners has announced a
comprehensive effort to help hundreds of thousands of financiallystrapped customers who have
mounting, unpaid utility bills due
to the impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic.
In all, an expected $300 million
will be used to reduce customer
utility debt for more than 250,000
customers.
“COVID-19 has dealt a devastating blow to our residents, impacting their livelihoods and undermining their economic security, and it’s

our responsibility to help them
weather this crisis,” Mayor Eric
Garcetti said. “No one who is
struggling to make ends meet
should face further hardship, and
this new said program will deliver
essential financial relief to help
hard-working Angelenos get back
on their feet.”
LADWP has developed plans to
mount a citywide effort to reduce
utility customer debt and, in some
cases, eliminate their past due debt
through an economic relief program made possible by a federal,
state and local funding collaboration. LADWP will partner with

FEC allows foreign campaign donations
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.)
on Nov. 2 denounced the Federal
Election Commission’s decision to
allow foreign nationals to donate to
U.S. ballot initiative campaigns.
“That the Federal Election
Commission plans to throw open
the doors of our democracy to foreign money and interference is
utterly incomprehensible, and
would establish a dangerous precedent ripe for abuse,” Schiff said.
“This ruling would potentially chart
a new path for adversarial govern-

ments to interfere in our democratic
process for their own gain. It would
be a tremendous mistake for the
FEC to purposefully weaken our
electoral system so egregiously.”
He said the country has seen the
consequences of foreign governments interfering in elections,
which should be free from foreign
influence
“If necessary, we must pass legislation to ensure that this never
becomes lawful in American politics,” Schiff added.

community-based organizations
and organized labor in its outreach
effort to help DWP customers in
need of assistance.
The utility will dedicate $15 million dollars to complement the
state and federal funding to further
assist low-income customers who
were late on their utility bill before
the pandemic or who continued to
need assistance after the state funding eligibility period.
Customers do not need to apply
to receive pandemic-related utility
bill payment assistance. Once the
state funds are available in the
coming weeks, customers with
qualifying past-due balances will
receive a credit on their utility bill.
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

HELP WANTED

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

Looking for an experienced office assistant to join our team! The Beverly Press
and Park Labrea News are well-established weekly newspapers covering
hard news for Beverly Hills, West
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles.
Administrative assistant duties include
letters, emails, filing, light bookkeeping,
mailing lists/mail merge. General assistant to the publishers. Compensation
negotiable. Email resume to
michael@beverlypress.com

Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
s
e
ic
Pr

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

To our new readers:

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past 3 weeks.
To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

2

Ways to subscribe

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.

323.393.5238

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

HELLP WANTED

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

World Famous Deli
is looking for:

LINE COOKS

part time
full time
2 years experience
required
Call Marc
(323)839-4447

Support Local
Journalism!
Subscribe Today!
FOR HOME DELIVERY WITH
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES,
CALL 213-283-2274
mention code 9003

1. First name in spying
5. Up, in baseball
10. ___ Fox
14. Inn inventory
15. “Pipe down!”
16. Volcanic flow
17. Jettison
18. Rich cake
19. Give out
20. Antarctic denizens
23. Prefix with coastal
24. Music’s ___ Speedwagon
25. Officer, abbr.
26. “Another rainy day” singer from the
UK
27. Mont. neighbor
31. Hit list
33. Oxygenations
36. Large Hawaiian hawks
37. One of 101
40. Good works ad
42. Battery
46. Came across as
49. Fencing piece
50. Excessively
51. ___ minimum
52. Middle X or O
54. First name in British sports cars
56. Ocean predator
61. Word after inter or et
62. Noted Swiss mathematician

63. Zenith
64. Bank
65. Cape Cod resort
66. Arctic fish
67. Summer quaffs
68. Lowest deck of a ship
69. Barbie buddies
Down
1. Portuguese island
2. Old students
3. Satan, e.g.
4. According to
5. Phrase found in memos
6. Norse thunder god
7. After dinner no-no
8. Flower
9. Surfing arena
10. Cordon ___
11. Rear-end, say
12. Proves
13. Fingers
21. Music category
22. Sticky material
28. Be bedridden
29. A bit
30. Scoundrel
32. Durable wood
34. Classic Rodin sculpture
35. Stride
38. Belligerence
39. Regions

40. Like most flowers
41. Nautical measure
43. Briefcase
44. Hotel entrance attendant
45. New York city
46. “The English Patient” setting
47. Berlioz’s “Les nuits d’___”
48. Have the nerve
53. Partridge sound
55. Castaway’s residence
57. Baseball great for the Giants

58. 12th month of the Jewish calendar
59. Beginning for dynamic or space
60. Go down
answers on page 26
We are reprising last week’s Crossword
Puzzle as the grid did not match the clues.
We apologize for the inconvenience to our
Crossword Puzzle solvers! Good luck!
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