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WeHo debates sheriff’s Rodeo Drive closure proposal idles
department’s future
n Council seeks new

solution to late-night
issues on Rodeo Drive

n Alex Villanueva

addresses residents at
WeHo town hall

By AAron Blevins

By Brynn MecheM

The Beverly Hills City Council
on Nov. 16 asked the city’s police
department to revise a public
safety proposal that would have
closed Rodeo Drive from
Wilshire Boulevard to South
Santa Monica Boulevard to
vehicular traffic on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday nights.
The recommendation, presented by Renato Moreno, acting
captain of the Beverly Hills
Police
Department’s
Field
Services Division, followed a
request by Councilman Julian
Gold to discuss the possibility of
closing Rodeo Drive on weekend
evenings.
Gold said the item stemmed
from a previous discussion about
reducing audiences at “crazy car
shows” that originated in other
cities and found their way to
Rodeo Drive. He also referenced a
fight among a group of 150 bicyclists at the intersection of North
Cañon Drive and North Santa
Monica Boulevard on Oct. 31.

The West Hollywood City
Council on Nov. 15 discussed the
future of the city’s public safety
department and what role the sheriff’s department may soon play.
As the city looks to expand its
public safety services outside of the
sheriff’s department, council members discussed reallocating some
city funds from the department to
support new services. Some called
for a study to determine the feasibility of establishing the city’s own
police department.
“I think we have a really incredible opportunity in the next few
months to really reimagine community safety in a way that diverts
funds that, quite frankly, the sheriff's
or a police department don't need to
have, because they’re doing things
that they’re not experts in,” Mayor
Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne said.
The West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station has about 99 sworn
deputies, and operates on an annual
budget of approximately $19.8 million, according to a staff report.
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Sheriff Alex Villanueva fielded questions in West Hollywood on Nov. 16.

Kristin Cook, the city’s public
safety director, said about $13 million of the budget is spent on salaries
for sworn deputies, and council
members said the city needs to conduct an audit to determine how the
remainder of the budget is spent.
Aside from the sheriff’s department, West Hollywood contracts
with PacWest to provide security
guards at the city’s public facilities
and with Block by Block, a neighborhood services organization, to
provide supplemental security
ambassador patrols.
On Monday, the City Council
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The Beverly Hills City Council is considering shutting down vehicular
traffic on Rodeo Drive on weekend nights. However, Santa should be in
the clear for tonight’s lighting celebration. For information, see page 3.

“Of course, it’s because it’s
Rodeo Drive, right? In what better place to be doing wheelies
than on Rodeo Drive – and having your buddies film it? It’s
almost too attractive not to do it,
it would seem,” Gold added. “I
think our response has been
amazing, but it can’t be fast

enough, because by the time the
cars are there, it’s kind of too
late.”
According to a report by
Interim Chief Dominick Rivetti,
the police department has
received several calls about “loud
and unruly” motorists and bicySee BHPD page 21

‘Violins
of
Hope’
tugs
the
heartstrings
L.A. delivers on plastic
See City page 21

foodware regulations
n Provisions of city

ordinance begin for
larger establishments
By edwin folven
Restaurants in Los Angeles
with more than 26 employees are
no longer allowed to offer plastic
foodware to customers unless
they request it under an ordinance
that took effect on Nov. 15.
The new law pertains to plastic
utensils, cups, trays and containers, as well as napkins and condiment packages. The law will
extend to all restaurants on April
22, 2022.
The law is the latest step being
taken by the city of Los Angeles
to reduce the amount of plastic
waste being generated and ending
up in landfills. Beverly Hills
approved similar regulations on
plastic foodware unless requested
on Oct. 12, and the ordinance
takes effect on Nov. 27. West
Hollywood laid the groundwork
for passing a citywide ban on

plastic foodware unless requested
on Oct. 4, when it asked staff to
prepare an ordinance to be formally considered in January.
The Los Angeles ordinance
was based on a motion authored
by Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, and Paul Krekorian, 2nd
District, who said billions of
unused foodware accessories
including utensils, straws and
condiment packets are discarded
annually. With restaurants still
being allowed to provide plastic
foodware to customers if they ask
for them, the councilmen said the
ordinance will protect the environment while causing little disruption to business.
“If we are to overcome the
extreme climate challenges we
face, we will have to alter or otherwise transform all our habits
relating to fossil fuel products,
including plastics, and our essential natural resources, like
forests,” Koretz said. “Skipping
the stuff to stop the frivolous
waste of napkins and plasticware
See Foodware page 22

n Exhibit showcases instruments’

importance in Jewish history
By edwin folven
Holocaust Museum Los Angeles will open the longawaited “Violins of Hope” exhibit on Nov. 21, showcasing Holocaust-era violins that symbolize the
resiliency of the Jewish people during one of the darkest periods in history.
The exhibit was originally scheduled to open in
spring 2020 but was postponed due to the COVID-19
pandemic. It features 18 violins from the collection of
renowned Tel Aviv violinmakers Amnon and Avshalom
Weinstein, who have meticulously restored many of the
instruments, which date from approximately 1900 to
1945. Some of the violins are in good enough condition
to play, and the exhibit will launch with Pasadena
Conservatory of Music faculty member Elizabeth
Hedman playing one of the instruments at 2 p.m. on
Nov. 21 at Holocaust Museum Los Angeles.
“‘Violins of Hope,’ now more than ever, represents
resilience and survival, and shows that even in darkest
times there are rays of hope that life can be restored,”
Holocaust Museum Los Angeles CEO Beth Kean said.
“We are thrilled to host this important exhibition at
Holocaust Museum L.A., as it is emblematic of our
mission to commemorate those who perished, educate
about the Holocaust and inspire a more humane and
dignified world.”
Jordanna Gessler, the museum’s vice president of
education and exhibits, added that anticipation has been
building over the exhibit for nearly two years.
“I think this is a really unique opportunity to think
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A violin in the exhibit was unearthed and restored.

about the power of music and how it can bring people
together and represent history,” she added.
Gessler said each of the violins has a unique history,
and will be accompanied in the exhibit by informational displays with stories about the owners. The instruments are representative of klezmer music, which was
See Museum page 22
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Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, fourth from left; Mayor Eric Garcetti, fourth
from right; and Councilman Paul Krekorian, third from right, joined city
department managers in September to announce the new solar energy
investments in Los Angeles.

Council calls for more solar
power at city facilities
The Los Angeles City Council
approved a historic $30 million
investment on Nov. 10 in a municipal building energy decarbonization
program that will generate solar
energy at city facilities. Los Angeles
City Councilmen Mitch O’Farrell,
13th District, and Paul Krekorian,
2nd District, co-introduced the
motion in September.
“We recently adopted the
‘LA100’ goal of 100% renewable
energy by 2035, and I noted that this
was not simply aspirational, but a
work plan for a world in trouble,”
said O’Farrell, chair of the council’s
Energy,
Climate
Change,
Environmental Justice and Los
Angeles River Committee. “This
unprecedented, coordinated investment between the Department of
Water and Power and many city
agencies will transform Los
Angeles. It takes leadership at the
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local level to steer the second-largest
U.S. city and economy, and this initiative sets the standard for how
municipal governments must
address the climate crisis.”
The motion instructs the city
administrative officer and chief legislative analyst to report on recommendations for a sustainable, yearto-year municipal solar and storage
program involving all city departments. The motion also instructs that
an assessment be conducted of solar
generation potential at municipal
facilities, that up to 25 facilities citywide be identified for potential solar
projects and that departments report
on staffing and other needs.
“The motion the council approved
puts the city firmly on track to realizing its official goal of 100% clean
energy by 2035,” Krekorian said.
“The action is further proof that the
council and mayor have made an
unprecedented commitment to a
clean future, which is especially
noteworthy when world leaders
gathered at the U.N. Climate
Summit in Glasgow. Over time, the
installation of solar will also save the
city millions of dollars by directly
producing power onsite.”

Loyola High School of Los Angeles
is holding the final performances of
the play “Rhinoceros” on Thursday,
Nov. 18, and Friday, Nov. 19, at 8
p.m., and Saturday, Nov. 20, at 2
p.m., in the campus’ Hannon
Theatre. The Hannon Theatre
Company is producing the play by
Eugéne Ionesco. The story begins
when a Parisian neighborhood is
surprised to find a wild rhinoceros
running loose down main street.
With a cast of baffled characters, the
stage is set for some awkward
moments as they all must choose
sides in the ensuing controversy.
Tickets are $15. Proof of vaccination is required to attend. 1901
Venice Blvd. hannontheatre.com.

LA Phil film music

Classical music fans are invited to
join the LA
Phil for “Reel
Change: Hildur
Guðnadóttir:
The New Era
of Film Music”
on Friday, Nov.
19, at 8 p.m. at
the
Walt
Disney Concert Hall. Icelandic
composer and cellist Guðnadóttir
won an Emmy Award and Grammy
Award in 2019 for her score to
“Chernobyl,” and won an Oscar in
2020 for “Joker.” She will curate an
evening of music by adventurous
composers who have influenced
modern film music. Tickets start at
$20. 111 S. Grand Ave. laphil.com.

Cinelounge

Cinelounge Theatres is holding special engagements of “The Shuroo
Process,” “Repeat” and “Brian
Wilson: Long Promised Road” running from Saturday, Nov. 20,
through Thursday, Nov. 25. “The
Shuroo Process” is a drama about a
young New York City-based freelance magazine writer who becomes
infatuated by a charismatic self-help
guru. “Repeat” is a mystery/sci-fi
thriller that focuses on a psychologist who stumbles across a method
of communicating with the dead.
“Brian Wilson: Long Promised

Road” explores the career of the
longtime member of the Beach
Boys. Tickets start at $10.
Showtimes vary; check schedule.
Cinelounge Outdoors, 1625 N. Las
Palmas Ave.; Cinelounge Sunset,
6464 Sunset Blvd. (323)924-1644,
cineloungehollywood.com.

Children’s theater

Families won’t want to miss a
Storybook Theatre musical production of “Goldilocks and The Three
Bears” opening on Saturday, Nov.
20, at Theatre West. The production
is based on the book by Scott Martin
and features music by Richard
Berent. Audience participation is
encouraged, and children can join
Goldilocks in the forest adventure
with the three bears. Showtimes are
1 p.m., Saturday. Tickets are $15.
3333
Cahuenga
Blvd.
theatrewest.org.

Chorale concert

Grant Gershon will lead the Los
Angeles Master Chorale in a performance of Rachmaninoff’s “All-Night
Vigil” on Saturday, Nov. 20, at 2 p.m.,
and Sunday, Nov. 21, at 7 p.m. at the
Walt
Disney
Concert Hall.
Rachmaninoff’s
work showcases
the power, complexity
and
majesty of the
human voice.
Tickets start at
$43. 111 S. Grand Ave. lamasterchorale.org.

Doctors Symphony
Orchestra

The
Los
Angeles
Doctors
Symphony Orchestra will perform
on Saturday, Nov. 20, at 8 p.m. at
the Veterans Memorial Auditorium
in Culver City. The concert, titled
“Awakening,” features works by
Copland, Dukas, Strauss, Williams
and Respighi. Led by Maestro Ivan
Shulman, the Los Angeles Doctors
Symphony Orchestra is one of the
oldest community orchestras in the
United States. Tickets are $20. 4117
Overland Ave. ladso.org.

L.A. plans memorial for victims of COVID-19

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
has announced plans for “Strength
and Love, the City of Angels’
COVID-19 Memorial,” a three-day
virtual event from Thursday, Nov.
18, through Saturday, Nov. 20, as
well as an in-person public memorial at the Griffith Observatory.
The initiative will honor first

responders, essential workers,
small businesses owners, community organizations, caregivers,
neighbors and families, and
remember those lost to the pandemic. It will also support efforts to
give back to communities and work
together to build a stronger and
more resilient city, Garcetti said.

Council seeks review of gun
violence prevention programs
The Los Angeles City Council
approved a motion on Nov. 12 asking the city controller to audit all
previous and ongoing gun violence
prevention programs and policies
to determine their efficacy and
make recommendations related to
the allocation of funding and
resources.
The goal is to ensure the city of
Los Angeles’ gun violence prevention efforts are as effective and
extensive as possible, said
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, who authored the motion
calling for the audit.
“Of course, every single life lost

to gun violence is far too many.
However, with the recent sharp
uptick of gun-related homicides in
our city, we now have a very serious gun problem even though we
have passed a number of gun control measures over the years,”
Koretz said. “The time has come to
look at the programs [and] their
impacts if we are going to successfully keep the most dangerous
guns out of society and off of our
streets, and keep guns out of the
hands of the most dangerous people.”
For information, visit councilmemberpaulkoretz.com.

The public can visit a memorial
installation at the Griffith
Observatory that will be open from
5 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily from Nov.
18-20. White flags commemorating
victims of the pandemic will be
placed on the front lawn at the
observatory, 2800 E. Observatory
Road.
Each evening, several iconic
L.A. buildings will be lit up in blue,
including Los Angeles City Hall,

Salastina

Join the chamber music ensemble
Salastina for “Sounds Mysterieux,” a
concert of works by French composers on Saturday, Nov. 20, from 8
to 10 p.m. in the courtyard of
UCLA’s Fowler Museum. The performance will feature works by
Ravel, Durey and Debussy, as well as
composers to be announced. Guest
harpist Charles Overton will join
Salastina for the concert. Tickets are
$40. Proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test within 72 hours
are required. 308 Charles E. Young
Drive North. salastina.org/concerts.

LA Opera

LA
Opera
presents
“La
Cenerentola/Cinderella,” Rossini’s
version of the classic story running
from Saturday, Nov. 20, through
Sunday, Dec. 12, at the Dorothy
Chandler Pavilion. Serena Malfi
and Levy Sekgapane star as the
fairytale lovers, along with
Ildebrando
D’Arcangelo
as
Cinderella’s mysterious benefactor
and Alessandro Corbelli as a stepfather who tries to foil the happy
ending. Showtimes are 7:30 p.m.
on Nov. 20 and 28, and Dec. 1, 4
and 8; 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 12.
Tickets start at $20. 135 N. Grand
Ave. laopera.org.

LACMA In
Conversation

Join Lonnie G. Bunch III, secretary
of the Smithsonian, and Michael
Govan, CEO and Wallis Annenberg
Director of the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, for a virtual program on Monday, Nov. 22, at noon,
via YouTube. Bunch and Govan will
discuss the historic Obama Portraits
Tour, currently on view at LACMA,
and the recent launch of the
Smithsonian’s “Our Shared Future:
Reckoning with Our Racial Past”
initiative, which explores the history and legacy of race and racism
through interdisciplinary scholarship, dialogue, engagement and creative partnerships. The event is part
of LACMA’s In Conversation
series. Admission is free but reservations
are
requested.
my.lacma.org/events/22043.

SoFi Stadium and the Grand Park
Fountain.
Members of the public are also
encouraged to download free
“Strength and Love” posters and
show support by displaying them
in windows. They can share how
they plan to participate in the
memorial on social media and post
about who they are honoring and
remembering using the tag
#StrengthandLoveLA.
For
information,
visit
lamayor.org/covidmemorial.

3 November 18, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

BH businessman tapped for Norway ambassadorship
n Mapleton Investment chair hopes to promote film, TV industries
BY AARON BLEVINS
The chairman of Mapleton
Investments in Beverly Hills has
been tapped by President Joe Biden
to become the county’s next ambassador to Norway, pending a confirmation by the U.S. Senate.
The White House announced on
Oct. 29 that Marc Nathanson, one of
the county’s “leading communications entrepreneurs,” will be its
nominee to become the U.S. ambassador to the Kingdom of Norway.
“I’m excited,” he said. “It’s been
a long-time dream of mine to be an
ambassador for the United States.”
If confirmed, Nathanson hopes to
continue building upon the exceptional relations the two countries
have maintained since the
American Revolution.
“I would try to be a valued partner with Norway, sharing our
democratic values and common
interests around the world,” he
added. “We’re both members of
NATO, and I’m committed to continuing to strengthen this close relationship between our two governments.”
Norway has been a valuable
NATO ally in international “feuds”
throughout U.S. history, most
recently in Afghanistan and Iraq,
Nathanson said. Norway is also one
of the biggest promoters of democracy around the globe and “very
interested” in environmental issues,
he said.
Nathanson learned of the nomination via a call from the White
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Marc Nathanson

House on June 17. He said he
couldn’t discuss the details of the
nomination, but he had to fill out
multiple forms and undergo “all
this dialogue and security clearance
and so forth.”
The confirmation process can be
months long, and Nathanson will
be using that time to do a lot of
reading and receive briefings.
“I have briefing calls with the
State Department, and they will
advise me,” he said. “Obviously,
they’re working on a lot of other
ambassadors, trying to get these
ambassadors in place to help
Secretary [of State Antony] Blinken
carry on American foreign policy.”
The Mapleton chairman has
plenty of experience in internation-

al affairs. Nathanson has served on
the board of governors of the EastWest Center, an organization based
in Honolulu that aims to improve
relations between the U.S., Asia
and the Pacific. Nathanson is also
vice chairman of the National
Democratic
Institute
for
International Affairs and the immediate past co-chair of the Pacific
Council on International Policy.
Further, he serves as a trustee of
the Aspen Institute, an education
and policy studies organization, and
is a member of the think tank
Council on Foreign Relations.
“This is something I’m very
interested in, and it’s something
I’ve always wanted to do,”
Nathanson added. “I look forward
to serving our country.”
On a more local level, Nathanson
said he hopes to further promote
Southern California’s film, TV and
music industries in Norway. He
noted that the new James Bond
movie – “No Time to Die” – was
partially shot in the country.
“I think there’s great potential,
because Norway has beautiful,
beautiful scenery in particular,”
Nathanson added.
He said he has visited the country, having done research there
while seeking his master’s degree
at the University of California,
Santa Barbara. Nathanson also
wrote his senior thesis at the
University of Denver on the experiences of Norwegian Jews during
World War II.
“It is a wonderful country that

works. It is a country that has a very
high standard of living. It has a very
good educational system, a good
medical system. I think there’s a lot
to learn from Norway, and I think
there’s a lot Norway can learn from
the United States.”
According to U.S. Embassy in

“It is a wonderful
country that works.
It is a country that has a
very high standard
of living ... I think there’s a
lot to learn from Norway,
and I think there’s a lot
Norway can learn from the
United States.”
Marc Nathanson,
chairman of Mapleton Investments

Oslo, the two countries have been
close-knit since the American
Revolution, which had a “profound
impact” on Norway and influenced
the creation of its constitution.
Between 1825 and 1940, more than
850,000 Norwegians emigrated to
the U.S. In 1999, President Bill
Clinton became the first U.S. president to visit Norway while in office.
If confirmed, Nathanson will
move to Oslo with his wife, Kate, a
psychotherapist who has a clinic at
the University of California, Los
Angeles.
The Westwood resident founded
Falcon Cable TV in 1975 and
became the vice chairman of
Charter Communications in 1999.
In addition to serving as chairman
of Mapleton Investments, a real
estate holding company, he is the
chairman emeritus for Falcon
Water Technologies.

Lighting celebration is today

The annual Rodeo Drive
Holiday Lighting Celebration, an
evening of performances and
entertainment designed to bring
the community and visitors together, will be held from 5 to 8 p.m.
today on Rodeo Drive, from South
Santa Monica Boulevard to
Wilshire Boulevard.
Aided by festive holiday
helpers, Santa Claus will arrive on
a Beverly Hills fire truck. Mayor
Bob Wunderlich and Beverly Hills
City Council members will illuminate the holiday lights along the
length of Rodeo Drive before a
grand finale of fireworks.
A live performance of a holiday
classic from Richard Curtis’ “Love

Actually” will be put on by an allstar cast and attendees will enjoy
the Noelles, an all-female a cappella quintet, and a performance by
18-year-old Vella.
All visitors to the Rodeo Drive
Holiday Lighting Celebration are
required to wear a mask and maintain social distance. Individuals
who are unable to attend in person
may watch a live stream of the
final hour of performances, including Santa’s arrival and the fireworks, from 7 to 8 p.m. at beverlyhills.org/live or on Cable TV
Channel 10 for those within the
city limits of Beverly Hills.
For information, visit beverlyhills.org/holidaysbh.
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Recent follow-home robberies heighten concerns Former officer charged for
allegedly lying in DUI case
By edwin folven

The Los Angeles Police
Department’s Robbery-Homicide
Division is seeking information
about suspects involved in a series
of follow-home robberies that have
occurred in different parts of the city
since the beginning of the year,
including the Melrose District and
Hollywood.
Authorities are warning people to
be aware of their surroundings
when leaving restaurants and nightclubs, and before exiting vehicles
when arriving home late at night.
Anyone who believes someone is
following them is advised to call
911.
The Robbery-Homicide Division
is investigating 110 reports of follow-home robberies since the start
of 2021 and believes the crimes are
being committed by different
groups of suspects. A robbery that
may be part of the series occurred at
approximately 2 a.m. on Nov. 13 at
a residence in the 700 block of
North Gardner Street. Multiple suspects are alleged to have followed
the victims from a birthday party at
an undisclosed location and robbed
them at gunpoint when they arrived
at the residence. A Gucci purse and
$4,000 in cash was stolen.
Detective Bernard Romero, of the
LAPD’s Wilshire Division, said the
victims of the robbery on Gardner
Street were uncooperative with officers. They declined to provide information about the suspects and their
vehicles, he said, but police are still
investigating based on security camera footage and other unspecified
evidence.
Romero added that another robbery occurred at approximately 3
a.m. on Nov. 13 in the 500 block of
North Crescent Heights Boulevard.
A female victim called police the
following morning and told them
she had been at a house party on
Crescent Heights Boulevard when a
group of four masked suspects
entered and robbed approximately
20 people at gunpoint. An investigation into that incident is also ongoing and police have struggled to corroborate the victim’s report,
Romero said. He added that the robbery allegedly occurred at a shortterm rental.

photo courtesy of Melrose Action

Police are investigating a robbery on Nov. 13 in the 700 block of Gardner
Street. Authorities have not said whether it is connected to other hold-ups.

“If she wouldn’t have called us,
we wouldn’t have known about
what happened,” Romero said. “I’m
not sure why they don’t want to
report it. It’s unfortunate that the
victims don’t want to utilize the
police department to solve the cases.
We were left with virtually nothing.”
Romero surmised that social
media is a common factor in some
of the recent robberies. He believes
the suspects learn about parties
when people post about them on
social media, and then target people
at the locations.
Officials from the RobberyHomicide Division declined to
comment further on specific cases.
In a warning issued on Nov. 12,
investigators said the follow-home
robberies likely involve members of
six different street gangs.
Robbery-Homicide
Division
detectives are working with investigators at local police stations on
cases in different parts of the city.
Romero said Wilshire Division
investigators are in frequent contact
with
the
Robbery-Homicide
Division and will forward detectives information about the incidents on Nov. 13.
Police cautioned that perpetrators
in the follow-home robberies appear
to be targeting people wearing
expensive jewelry and carrying luxury purses and other high-value
property. Detectives said previous
follow-home robberies have

Bass supports local hiring
policies in transportation

U.S. Rep. Karen Bass (D-Los
Angeles) is highlighting local transportation benefits that were included in a hiring provision she
authored as part of the federal
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act.
The provision will allow agencies like Metro to prioritize the hiring of Los Angeles residents for
projects in their communities.
“As our economy recovers from
this crushing pandemic, we need to
ensure that we are coming back better than before and stronger than
before,” Bass said. “We’re bringing
thousands of well-paying jobs to
Los Angeles and putting tax dollars
back into the communities that paid
for the projects in the first place.”
Federal regulations have previously barred transit agencies that
receive federal assistance from
implementing local hire policies.
The provision in the infrastructure
act will boost economic development, limit regulations and burdens
on local government and preserve

“We’re bringing
thousands of
well-paying jobs to
Los Angeles and
putting tax dollars
back into the
communities that
paid for the projects
in the first place.”
-U.S. Rep. Karen Bass

competition and cost-effectiveness
mandates for federal transit grants.
“Rep. Bass has been a champion
on the issue of local hiring preferences in Los Angeles for many
years and we couldn’t be happier
that she was able to secure this legislative language in President
Biden’s national infrastructure bill,”
Metro CEO Stephanie Wiggins
said.

occurred after victims left restaurants, nightclubs and other locations
in the Melrose area, Hollywood and
the Jewelry District downtown.
Some victims have been targeted
because they were driving expensive vehicles, police said.
Peter Nichols, co-founder of
Melrose Action, said the trend has
caused further concern for residents,
especially those living near the
scene of the robbery on Gardner
Street.
“Apparently [the victims] were
coming back from a night out and
three cars were tailing them,” said
Nichols, based on information he
received from people living near the
scene. “It’s alarming. Obviously, the
community is concerned again.”
Robbery-Homicide
Division
investigators are asking for the public’s help in identifying suspects and
asked anyone with information to
call (213)486-6840. To reach
Wilshire Division robbery detectives, call (213)922-8216 or
(213)922-8217.

Los Angeles County District
Attorney
George
Gascón
announced on Nov. 16 that a former Los Angeles Police
Department officer has been
charged for allegedly lying in a
case involving a motorist who
was arrested for driving under the
influence in Hollywood two
years ago.
Alejandro Castillo, 49, was
charged with one felony count
each of filing a false report and
perjury. He was assigned to the
LAPD’s West traffic Division
before being arrested in July and
being relieved of his police
duties.

“We depend on law enforcement officers to tell the truth,
especially when failure to do so
jeopardizes another person’s liberty,” Gascón said.
Prosecutors said on Oct. 18,
2019, a man was driving in
Hollywood and was stopped by
Castillo for allegedly making an
unsafe left turn. The driver was
given a sobriety test and arrested
for suspicion of driving under the
influence. The District Attorney’s
Office later dropped the charges
against the motorist.
The case remains under investigation by the LAPD’s Internal
Affairs Group.

Defendant pleads guilty in case
involving rapper’s fatal overdose
An Arizona man plead guilty on
Nov. 10 to a federal criminal
charge of supplying counterfeit
pharmaceutical pills containing
fentanyl to a drug dealer accused of
selling the pills to rapper Mac
Miller, who suffered a fatal overdose in September 2018.
Ryan Michael Reavis, 38, a former West Los Angeles resident
who moved to Lake Havasu,
Arizona, in 2019, pleaded guilty to
a single count of distributing fentanyl. Reavis knowingly distributed counterfeit oxycodone pills to
co-defendant Cameron James
Pettit, 30, of West Hollywood. He
gave Pettit the pills at the direction
of co-defendant Stephen Andrew
Walter, 48, of Westwood, federal

authorities said.
Reavis admitted to knowing that
the pills contained fentanyl or
some other controlled substance.
Shortly after Reavis gave the fentanyl-laced pills to Pettit, Pettit
sold them to Miller, who suffered a
fatal drug overdose two days later.
Last month, Walter pleaded
guilty to one count of distribution
of fentanyl.
The case against Pettit is pending. Reavis and Walter will formally enter their pleas in court in the
coming weeks.
The investigation was conducted
by a task force overseen by the federal Drug Enforcement Agency,
with assistance by the Los Angeles
Police Department.
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Teen gifts ‘Bundles of Kindness’

By Brynn MecheM

As most children prepare for
their 13th birthday, they may consider what gifts they want or who to
invite to their party, but as she prepared to welcome her teenage
years, Rachael Rosenberg was contemplating how she could best
serve others.
Since she was 2 years old, Valley
resident Rosenberg has been volunteering.
As a small child, she’d tag along
with her family to food pantries
throughout Los Angeles County,
helping stock the shelves she could
reach. As she grew older, she began
volunteering with the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority and
signed up at her temple to make
sandwiches for those experiencing
homelessness, and even cooked
some meals to deliver on her own.
“Ever since I can remember, I’ve
seen people who are homeless all
over L.A.,” Rosenberg said. “I’ve
been surrounded by it constantly, and
I couldn’t understand why no one
was helping or making an effort to
actually change how people were living, and I wanted to do something.”
As she was considering volunteer
options for her bat mitzvah project,
Rosenberg said she wanted to start
making a deeper connection with
the individuals she was serving. So,
she founded Bundles of Kindness
to do just that.
The organization packs bags with
“survival items” to be given to individuals experiencing homelessness,
particularly in heavily-populated
areas such as Hollywood, along
Highland and Fairfax avenues. The
bags include umbrellas, flashlights,
socks, dental hygiene products,
underwear, sleep mats, haircut
vouchers, feminine hygiene products and snacks.
“We try to give items that people
need, but maybe aren’t items that
people would often consider when
donating,” Rosenberg said.
At the beginning, Rosenberg created an Amazon wish list and asked
family and friends to donate items.
As the organization grew, she
began asking large businesses for
donations.
Soon after, packages began to
show up at Rosenberg’s home,
where she operated Bundles of
Kindness in the beginning stages.
The family’s garage was quickly
overrun with boxes, and items began
overflowing into the living room and
foyer. One day, the doorbell rang
and Rosenberg was met with a donation of 2,500 pairs of socks.
“It was very chaotic,” Rosenberg
said with a laugh. “I definitely
tripped a few times here and there.”
Now a 15-year-old homeschool
student, Rosenberg operates
Bundles of Kindness out of a storage unit. To date, she has handdelivered more than 500 bags to
individuals throughout Los Angeles
County, including in Beverly Hills
near City Hall, West Hollywood
along Santa Monica Boulevard and
Hollywood along La Brea Avenues.
She also regularly distributes bags
outside the Veterans Affairs
Hospital on Wilshire Boulevard
“It’s so great to see the individuals in person,” Rosenberg said.
“Some people have even started
crying, and it’s very touching and it
just shows that everything that I’ve
done is worth it, and that more people should be doing something to
contribute, even if it’s small.”
To create the bags, Rosenberg
has hosted two assembly days,
inviting members of the community to Sherman Oaks to help stuff

items into her personalized bags
that read “Rachael’s Bundles of
Kindness.”
“Without the community support, I don’t know if this would be
possible to this degree,” she said.
“It shows that more people care
about it than you would think.”
Rosenberg has received several
recognitions for her work, including an award from L.A. City
Councilman Bob Blumenfield, 3rd
District, and being named ABC 7’s
Cool Kid of the Week. On Nov. 14,
state Assemblyman Jesse Gabriel
(D-Woodland
Hills)
named
Rosenberg the 2021 Youth Activist
of the Year.
“Rachael has delivered hope, dig-

nity and important necessities to
hundreds of our homeless neighbors
around Los Angeles,” Gabriel said.
“My office had the opportunity to
support one of her projects and we
were so inspired by how someone
of her age could put together such a
successful event with so many
resources. Rachael doesn’t wait for
others to address the issues that matter – she does it herself, and that
makes her an inspiration to us all.”
Rosenberg’s mom, Deborah
Rosenberg, said she’s proud to see
the impact her daughter has had on
the community.
“You can raise a child and support
them in lots of different ways, but
when it all boils down, you want
your children to be kind, you want
your children to be aware of their
community around them and you

want them to take an active role in
being committed to making the
world a better place,” Deborah
Rosenberg said. “And she does that.”
Rosenberg is currently planning
another round of distribution of
about 650 winter care packages to
individuals throughout L.A., though
exact sites are still to be determined.
Rosenberg said she hopes to one
day turn Bundles of Kindness into
its own nonprofit that offers longterm assistance to homeless individuals. For now, though, she’s
proud of the work she’s doing.
“I just want to help encourage other
people to do something about the
problems they see and kind of prove
that you don’t have to be an adult to
make a change,” Rosenberg said.
To donate, visit bundlesofkindness.org.

photo courtesy of Rachael Rosenberg

Rachael Rosenberg packs each
bag with survival items.
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Teen’s story still resonates

n Foundation has

supported BH students
for 15 years
by aaron blevins
A father’s goal to keep his son’s
memory alive and inform teenagers
on the importance of making quality decisions continued Nov. 16,
when the Beverly Hills City
Council approved a memorial in
honor of Vahagn Setian.
The Vahagn Setian Charitable
Foundation will place a landscape
boulder and plaque in Roxbury
Park in Setian’s name, and organizers will also honor Setian by planting a tree as part of the city’s Arbor
Day celebration.
A Beverly Hills High School
senior at the time, Setian died in a
collision involving actor Lane
Garrison, who was under the influence, in Beverly Hills in 2006. The
teenager was a passenger in
Garrison’s car, which struck a tree.
The actor was later sentenced to 40
months in prison.
The Setian family established the
foundation shortly after his death,
and it has strived to spare families
from the same heartbreak in multiple ways ever since. His father,
Karén Setian, said the foundation’s
message is increasingly necessary.
“There are many, many, many
avenues to deliver the message to
them,” he said. “In our case, it’s
very organic, very natural.”
Perhaps the most notable method
is through its participation in the

California Office of Traffic Safety
and California Highway Patrol’s
Every 15 Minutes program, which
simulates alcohol-related tragedies
involving their peers – from the accident to memorials. Several entities
participate, including the Beverly
Hills police and fire departments and
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center.
Six such events have been held at
Beverly Hills High School since
Vahagn’s death, and Karén Setian
shares his pain with students at the
end. The assemblies are rewarding
but taxing, he said.
“Trust me, it’s not easy to stand
next to a casket – even though it’s
empty and it’s a program – and
speak to 1,500 kids about your loss
and the things that they need to
think about. That’s not an easy
thing, but it is important, and therefore, I’ve been doing it many, many
years.”
The foundation also hosts a 5K
run/walk annually. However, the
pandemic has put the event on hold
temporarily. Instead, family and
friends have opted to plant a tree in
remembrance of Vahagn, a tradition
they’ve always wanted to start.
The funds raised support two of
Vaughn’s passions, art and music,
among others. Karén Setian said the
foundation has donated musical
instruments to families in need, an
effort that was especially helpful to
some students during the lockdown.
It also has a scholarship program
and hosts fashion shows.
“None of this would have been
possible if this community didn’t
stand by us and support us and help
us the way that it did,” he added.

West Hollywood recognizes
Native American Heritage Month
The West Hollywood City
Council has approved a resolution
recognizing November as Native
American Heritage Month.
The resolution, approved on
Nov. 3, acknowledges the county is
located on unceded territory of the
Chumash, Tongva and Tataviam
and recognizes the Gabrileño
Tongva and Gabrileño Kizh as the
first people of the land.
“We acknowledge that the city
is built upon and has benefited
from their land stewardship over
many generations,” the resolution
reads. “The city of West
Hollywood is committed to lifting
the stories and the culture of the
Tongva/Kizh who are still here,
and we seek to build a stronger
foundational relationship between
the city and the local indigenous
community.”
Los Angeles County is home to
more Native American/Alaska

Natives than any other county
across the United States.
The perspectives of the Tongva
and non-Tongva urban Indigenous
leaders were critical in the city’s
community engagement on the
WeHo Climate Action and
Adaptation Plan, which was presented to the City Council in
October. The final plan will be
brought before the council in the
new year.
The city is also in the process of
developing a land acknowledgment
policy that will seek to formally
recognize the history and presence
of Indigenous peoples and their
enduring relationship to the traditional homeland.
For more information about
Native American Heritage Month,
contact the city’s Community and
Legislative Affairs supervisor Andi
Lovano at (323)848-6333 or alovano@weho.org.
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• Fixed Bridges, Fillings, Crowns
• Teeth Cleaning & Zoom in Office Whitening
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“One man’s desire is not enough,
trust me, and none of those things
that have been done would have
been done by myself. It’s always
been done by a tremendous amount
of people who unconditionally give
their love and support for this.”
Although the foundation will not
host its run/walk this year, it will be
supporting the Los Angeles Police
Revolver and Athletic Club’s Baker
to Vegas Relay, a law enforcement
foot race challenge, in the spring.

“None of this
would have been
possible if this
community didn’t
stand by us and
support us and
help us the way
that it did. One
man’s desire is not
enough, trust me,
and none of those
things that have
been done would
have been done by
myself.”
-Karén Setian

“One major thing I always wanted to communicate with our youth
is that the police are not your
enemy,” Karén Setian said.
“They’re your friend. They’re your
best friend actually. There are a lot
of [police departments] that are
looked upon in a very negative

photo by Edwin Folven

A landscape boulder and plaque in memory of Vahagn Setian will be
placed in Roxbury Park.

manner. For many years, they have
always been next to us.”
Although the foundation’s message is earnest, the upcoming tree
planting was “something nice to
do” to recognize the foundation’s
15th anniversary, Karén Setian
said. The council’s approval
Tuesday was unanimous. The item
was on the council’s consent calendar but was pulled so that the council could receive a presentation.
“This is certainly an honor that
should be made, and I’m fully supportive of it,” Councilman Lester
Friedman said. “I thank the Setian
family for all the work that they do
in memory of Vahagn in terms of
education at our school. I think it’s
really, really important work.”

Vice Mayor Lili Bosse agreed.
“This truly was an incredible
tragedy for our community, and this
family really turned it into something that brought our community
together,” she added.
Karén Setian said the family is
pleased that its message resonates
with students and challenges them
to think critically about their decisions. He said his son was a caring
individual, and that is reflected in
their message.
“People say, ‘You guys save
lives.’ I say, ‘He does. I’m just a
manager,’ That is the goal. … If it
saves one life, I can consider it a job
well done.”
For information, visit vahagnfoundation.org.
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West Hollywood tightens alcohol training rules
By Brynn MecheM

Following several reports of unsafe
environments within the city’s nightclubs and bars, the West Hollywood
City Council on Nov. 15 took steps to
ensure customer safety while visiting
such establishments.
The council approved an ordinance
to the city’s municipal code, which
requires businesses that serve alcohol
for on-site consumption post provided signs and mandate training on the
safety and awareness of patrons who
are consuming alcohol.
The ordinance comes after several
reports were made to the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station last
summer claiming patrons of bars
were drugged, with some victims
saying they were subsequently sexually assaulted.
West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station
Capt. Ed Ramirez said that from 2016
to 2021, the department has received
approximately 30 reports in which
victims believe their drink was
spiked. Of those, three cases were
filed with the District Attorney’s
Office, and one is ongoing. The other
cases, he said, were closed due to
uncooperative victims or lack of
information.
Through an Entertainment
Policing Team, which is primarily
focused on entertainment and alcohol-related law enforcement, the
sheriff’s department patrols approximately 60 bars and nightclubs
nightly.
“We continue to address nightlife
safeties, especially pertinent to the
reported drink spiking issues in some
of our clubs,” Ramirez said. “Our
officers and EPT have conducted a
number of operations in an attempt to
mitigate this issue, and there are a
number of joint operations planned in
the future.”
Still, council members said not
enough is being done. The ordinance,
which will require employees who
serve alcohol to take training on the
overuse of alcohol, will help ensure
residents can feel safe while visiting
nightclubs and bars, they said.
By July 1, 2022, employees who
serve alcohol will have to complete
responsible beverage service training
through the California Department of
Alcoholic Beverage Control.
The program will cost a minimum

of $3 for each participant. In the past,
the program was covered by the city,
but following a change in state law, it
will be provided by the ABC and paid
for by an employer or participants.
Those who are hired after July 1,
will be required to complete the training within 60 days of employment.
All employees will be required to
complete the training every three
years.
Code compliance manager Danny
Rivas said the ordinance will apply to
all employees who have a hand in
serving alcohol to patrons, including
servers, service managers and bar
security. It will not apply to managers
who strictly handle administrative
tasks or finances.
“We want to ensure businesses
receive responsible beverage service
training, so patrons feel safe,” Rivas
said.
However, some business owners
said they already offer responsible
service training, while others said
their business doesn’t need the training.
David Juarez, the director of local
government of affairs for the
California Restaurant Association,
said that restaurants should be
exempt from the ordinance because
they offer a more controlled environment.
“The main reason why people visit
restaurants is to sit and eat, to have a
meal, as opposed to bars, clubs or any
other entertainment venue, where the
object is drink, to mingle and to interact with one another,” he said. “So, we
believe that to be in a more controlled
environment, that the training is not
necessary for the restaurant sector.”
Rivas said the city ordinance was
drafted based on state requirements,
which include training for restaurants
with a liquor license.
Aside from the alcohol training,
staff will also undergo bystander intervention training in an effort to avoid
situations in which patrons are
drugged or sexually assaulted. The
training will be conducted by the city
or a city-contracted service provider
free of cost to participants every 90
days.
Managers and alcohol servers must
attend a training session by April 1, or
within 90 days of employment, and
every three years after.
Signage communicating the

WeHo memorializes transgender
victims of violence on Nov. 20
West Hollywood will hold a virtual
Transgender
Day
of
Remembrance ceremony on
Saturday, Nov. 20, at 6 p.m. featuring a reading of names to memorialize people who have been murdered as the result of anti-transgender violence.
The program will be hosted by

transgender leader and advocate
Sabel Samone-Loreca and will
include guest speaker the Rev.
Valerie Spencer, as well as tributes
by musical artist LZ Love and the
Trans Chorus of Los Angeles. For
information, visit weho.org/lgbtq.
The event will be livestreamed on
youtube.com/wehotv.

Notable quotes
“The most essential gift for a good writer is a built-in, shock-proof
[B.S.] detector. This is the writer’s radar and all great writers have
had it.”
Ernest Hemingway
Interview in Paris Review
Spring 1958

*Source: Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations

bystander intervention training to
patrons will be required to be posted
in all restrooms, at bar counters and in
other conspicuous locations.
The city also developed a manual
to be used as a training tool for owners and managers to maintain their
establishments in a safe manner, a
staff report states. It includes best
practices to avoid drug sales, underage drinking, overconsumption of
alcohol, violence, prostitution, sex
offenses and terrorism.
The ordinance was approved with
a
unanimous
4-0
vote.
Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath was
not present.

photo by Aaron Blevins

Two women claimed they were drugged at The Abbey Food and Bar in
West Hollywood last summer. One victim said she no longer believes
she was drugged, though both claims are still under investigation.
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Bus-only lanes planned along La Brea Avenue
n Plan would reduce

bus commutes by
five minutes

By edwin folven

Curbside bus-only lanes may be
coming soon to La Brea Avenue
through a plan proposed by the Los
Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority.
Metro held a webinar on the La
Brea Avenue Bus Priority Lanes
Project on Nov. 16 and outlined
details of the proposal. The curbside lanes along La Brea Avenue
between Coliseum Street and
Sunset Boulevard would be converted to bus-only lanes during rush
hour periods from 7-10 a.m. and 37 p.m. Other vehicles would be
allowed to enter the lanes to make
right turns, but otherwise would be
restricted. The lanes would be
restriped indicting they are for
buses only.
Under the proposal, parking
would be eliminated along La Brea
Avenue for an additional hour during rush hour periods. Parking is
currently restricted on La Brea
Avenue from 7-9 a.m. and 4-7 p.m.,

when the lanes open to rush hour
traffic. The La Brea Avenue project
would be similar to one along
Wilshire Boulevard where the existing curbside lanes between San
Vicente Boulevard and Western
Avenue have been designated for
buses only during rush hour periods.
James Shahamiri, senior manager
of engineering for Metro, said buses
would run every seven to eight minutes on the designated lanes during
peak commute times. The buses
currently run every 15 minutes. The
new lanes would reduce commute
times by five minutes along the 5.9mile route.
The La Brea Avenue Bus Priority
Lanes Project would also improve
connections between the Expo Line
to the south and Red Line subway
to the north, he said. The lanes will
also provide better service once the
Purple Line Extension project
opens in 2024 with a new subway
station at Wilshire/La Brea.
Julia Brown, senior manager of
community relations for Metro,
said the new bus lanes will improve
public transportation for people
from disadvantaged communities
who solely rely on the buses. She
cited a Metro survey that found

eight in 10 bus riders are people of
color, nine in 10 live in a household
with total earnings below $50,000
per year and six in 10 earn wages
below the poverty line.
The new bus-only lanes would be
located on a major corridor for people traveling to jobs in Hollywood
and West Hollywood, and connecting to public transportation providing access to Beverly Hills to the
west, and Koreatown and downtown Los Angeles to the east.
Approximately 100,000 people live
within walking distance of the route
and 40,000 jobs are in close proximity, Shahamiri said.
The La Brea Avenue Bus Priority
Lanes Project also meets objectives
for more public transportation
options outlined in Los Angeles’
New Green Deal and Mobility Plan
2035, as well as West Hollywood’s
Pedestrian and Bicycle Mobility
Plan. The bus-only lanes would primarily be in Los Angeles but would
run through a three-block section
on the east side of West Hollywood
between Romaine Street and
Fountain Avenue.
The proposal is backed by the
transportation advocacy organization Streets for All and the Mid City

West Hollywood approves minimum wage increase
With a second vote on Nov. 15, the
West Hollywood City Council
approved an increase to the city’s minimum wage, officially making it the
highest minimum wage in the country.
Beginning in January, the ordinance will increase the city’s mini-

mum wage to $17.64, surpassing its
current rate of $13 to $14 an hour,
depending on the size of the business.
With the increase, West
Hollywood surpasses the city of
Emeryville, California, which has a
minimum wage of $17.13 an hour.

WeHo awarded for finance, business

West Hollywood was awarded
the Los Angeles County Economic
Development Corporation’s 2021
Most Business-Friendly City
Award at the 26th annual Eddy
Awards on Nov. 10.
The city was a finalist among five
cities with a population under
60,000 people to be named a finalist.
The other cities were Culver City, El
Segundo, Rosemead and Vernon.
The Most Business-Friendly City
Award recognizes demonstrated
outstanding contributions to economic development in the region in
business, education and government
throughout the county. This year’s
awards recognize cities that prioritized creating the most supportive
environment for business recovery,
reinvention, growth and hiring during the COVID-19 pandemic.
In March 2020, the city of West
Hollywood approved a declaration
of local emergency in response to
the emerging COVID-19 pandemic
and it began implementing a series
of immediate programmatic
responses to address community
needs and to provide regular
updates to the community. Early in
the pandemic, the city approved

residential and commercial eviction
moratoria to protect renters and tenants, and the city regularly extended the moratoria and aligned with
state and county policies.
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the city took several efforts
to support businesses and workers,
instituting a small business grant,
creating a temporary outdoor
expansion program and hosting a
COVID-19 webinar series to provide health, safety and mediation
information.
West Hollywood also received a
certificate of achievement for
excellence in financial reporting
and an award of financial reporting
achievement from the Government
Finance Officers Association of the
United States and Canada.
The city’s Annual Financial
Report is a set of detailed financial
statements accompanied by a presentation on the city’s financial
condition. The city is required to
publish an easily readable and efficiently organized annual financial
report. The certificate of achievement is the highest form of recognition in governmental accounting
and financial reporting.

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

The city of West Hollywood received two awards for business and finance.

In January, all hotel workers will
receive the new minimum wage.
Wages will increase to $15.50 an
hour in January for large businesses
– those with 50 or more employees
– and $15 for small business. The
businesses will then raise their

photo by Edwin Folven

Vehicles would be restricted from traveling in curbside lanes on La Brea
Avenue during rush hour periods under a proposal by Metro.

West Neighborhood Council, which
approved a motion of support last
week. The Mid City West motion
asked Metro to consider extending
the bus-only lanes north to
Hollywood
Boulevard,
but
Shahamiri said La Brea Avenue is
more narrow between Sunset and
Hollywood boulevards and could
not accommodate dedicated bus
lanes without forcing traffic lanes to
be reconfigured.
Under the current proposal, La
Brea Avenue would still have two

lanes of regular traffic running
north and south, and the lanes
would not significantly reduce travel times for motorists.
Metro is planning to continue
developing the project and will prepare final design plans through the
end of the year. The goal is to
implement the bus-only lanes in
spring 2022.
Members of the public can continue to provide input by calling
(213)922-4869. For information,
visit metro.net/labrea.

wages every six months until they
reach the new minimum wage.
All workers will be paid the full
minimum wage by July 1, 2023. All
wages will be subsequently adjusted each July in accordance with the
Consumer Price Index.
Additionally, the ordinance
requires at least 96 hours of annual
paid sick leave, vacation and per-

sonal leave, and an additional 80
hours of uncompensated sick leave
for all employees.
The ordinance allows businesses
that can demonstrate compliance
would force a shut down, reduce its
workforce by more than 20% or
curtail hours by more than 30% to
receive a waiver from the wage for
one year.
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Television City showcases career opportunities Schiff joins local service members
Television City, owned by an
affiliate of Hackman Capital
Partners and operated in partnership with The MBS Group, recently welcomed more than 20 participants from ManifestWorks, a Los
Angeles-based nonprofit that provides people impacted by foster
care, incarceration and homelessness with job training, placement
and support for careers in the film
and television production industry.
The training and tour was provided by the MBS Illumination
Program in partnership with
Television City’s Changing Lenses
initiative – a $1 million pledge to
promote
opportunities
that
increase diversity, equity and
inclusion in the entertainment
industry.

“In our program,
participants learn
by doing. Giving
our participants a
chance to set foot
on future job sites
puts everyone in
a better position
for success.”
-Dan Seaver, executive director
and co-founder of
ManifestWorks

Participants toured the sets of
“The Price is Right” and “The
Young and the Restless,” as well

for Veterans Day observance
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank) came together with members of the American Legion’s Post
43 in Hollywood for a Veterans
Day observance on Nov. 11. Schiff
helped raise a large American flag
in front of the post at 2035 N.
Highland Ave., and addressed
members during a brief ceremony.
“It’s really a privilege to be here
to celebrate with the men and
women who proudly served our
community. Veterans Day is a
moment to reflect and share gratitude for all who serve, who defend
American values as a beacon of
freedom around the world,” Schiff

said. “All of the veterans and service members here with us today
have their own unique stories and
reasons that they choose this path.
But what you all have in common is
that you represent the very best of
what our communities and our
country have to offer. Your courage,
both off and on the battlefield, is an
inspiration in its own right. So
many of you after leaving the military have continued to serve the
community in new and different
ways, in law enforcement, as first
responders and as community leaders. It’s a great honor to represent
you in Congress.”

photo courtesy of Oliver Soble, The MBS Group

Members of ManifestWorks, a nonprofit supporting people impacted by
foster care, incarceration and homelessness, recently toured
Television City and learned about career opportunities.

as the studio’s lighting and grip
warehouse, control rooms, and
production and special effects
shops. Producer Kristin Hahn
spoke to participants about industry careers.
“In our program, participants
learn by doing. Giving our participants a chance to set foot on future
job sites puts everyone in a better
position for success,” said Dan
Seaver, executive director and cofounder of ManifestWorks.
“Getting access to historic and
working sound stages is such an
epic treat. Even more, the
Television City employees who
showed up to talk about everything

from stage lighting to special effects
helped us imagine the many professional opportunities to come.”
“Our goal was to demonstrate
that there are different jobs that you
can get into within this industry, not
just the typical ones people know
about,” added Irene Phan, vice
president of The MBS Group. “We
hope to forge a substantial partnership with ManifestWorks in 2022 to
open more eyes to other career
avenues our industry provides.”
For information on Television
City and the initiative, visit televisioncityla.com and tvc2050.com.
For information on ManifestWorks,
visit manifestworks.org.
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U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff helped veterans raise a flag in front of the
American Legion’s Post 43 on Highland Avenue.
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Metro offers more
updates on subway work
Construction on the Purple
Line Extension subway project
continues as crews complete traffic signal conduit relocation near
Westwood and Wilshire boulevards. The work includes demolition and trenching of existing
curbs and sidewalks to relocate
and install traffic signal conduits.
Driveway and parking access
will be maintained. Intermittent
sidewalk and curb lane closures
will be necessary.
Crews are excavating at the
site of the future Century
City/Constellation subway station and moving underground
pipes and infrastructure in the
area. Support is also ongoing for
twin tunneling machines that are
currently excavating the subway
tunnels under Beverly Hills.
Construction is ongoing underground
at
the
future
Wilshire/Rodeo subway station,
and at staging yards near
Wilshire Boulevard and Reeves
Drive in Beverly Hills. The work
may require lane closures on
Wilshire Boulevard between El
Camino and Crescent drives.
Similar underground construction is ongoing at the subway station near Wilshire/La Cienega.
Concrete and material deliveries
are expected to become more frequent at staging areas for the project near Wilshire/La Cienega in
the coming weeks.
Crews are building appendage
structures that house vital systems for the subway stations

near
Wilshire/La
Cienega,
Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire/La
Brea. The underground structures
include rooms, passageways and
ducts filled with electrical and
telecommunication cables in the
tunnels. Lane closures are anticipated along Wilshire Boulevard
around the station sites.
Metro also recently received
three
American
Public
Transportation
Association
awards for innovation in workforce development, marketing
and communications, and efforts
to keep bus riders and operators
safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. The awards were presented at the APTA’s annual conference on Nov. 9.
Metro
received
APTA’s
Innovation Award for its workforce development efforts, the
Gold Award for its efforts to
ensure the health and safety of
bus riders and operators during
the pandemic, and the Adwheel
Award Grand Prize for the Metro
Art Deep Connections Exhibition
and Catalogue, a series of lifesize
black-and-white
photographs by local artist Ken
Karagozian on display at Union
Station.
For questions and concerns
about the Purple Line Extension
project, call the 24-hour project
hotline at (213)922-6934, email
the project team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or
visit
metro.net.

Letters to the Editor
Differing viewpoints
emerge on Bulgari
hotel proposal
Re “Canyon proposal has a
mountain to climb,” Nov. 11 issue
This story does not represent the
majority of us in the canyon. I’ve
lived in the neighborhood my
entire life and fully support this
project and was thrilled to hear that
Bulgari was their hotel partner.
After seeing many of the signs
fighting the development, I decided to take Mr. Safady’s offer to
tour the property and learn more
about it. I am thrilled with the
attention and care that is taken to
each element in each step of this
process. I can’t wait for it to open
in a couple years.
Elizabeth Dubin
Los Angeles
I’m a longtime resident in
Benedict Canyon and [a] doctor
who commutes to Pasadena. I love
my neighborhood. I am in support
of this hotel project and so are all
of the neighbors I know. Who is
this man speaking for the neighbors? Before anyone attacks me
for supporting, know that I’ve
done my research. This is not a
problem. Only a benefit. Seems
there’s an awfully lot of fake news
being spread by people with too
much time on their hands or political agendas to become controller.
Who is funding this councilman’s
campaign, the hotel’s opposition?
Jennifer Stinson
Los Angeles
I’m a resident of Benedict
Canyon and I support the project.
Who is this Robert [Schlesinger]?
He certainly doesn’t speak for me.
Nate Ament
Los Angeles
Why would Bulgari want to foul
its own bed? I am sure many of
Bulgari’s customers live in the
very neighborhood they are
proposing to destroy with this
totally unnecessary project in a
residential wilderness area. This is
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Electrical and telecommunication cables are being installed in the subway tunnels for the Purple Line Extension subway project.

Rainy
Season
is on the wa
y!
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Full Serivce
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Locally owned & operated since 1925.
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts
• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood
(323)469-2981
www.supremerooﬁng.com

bad for the open space, bad for the
community and actually, bad for
Bulgari.
Rodney Kemerer
Beverly Hills
I’m a 40-year resident of Benedict
Canyon vehemently opposed to a
hotel, whatever its name.
Hotels are staffed around the
clock for their events and restaurants
and yet have limited access planned
over narrow roadways. In addition
to the increase in traffic and noise,
fire danger would be increased, and
the area wildlife and environment
would be negatively impacted. A
hotel accessed off Wanda Park and
Hutton would be a true disaster and
will not be approved.
Rafe Cohen
Los Angeles
Amending the general plan of
the city is not an enhancement, nor
is re-zoning the Santa Monica
Mountains for commercial use,
increasing traffic in an already
clogged artery and increasing
potential disaster in a very high
fire hazard severity zone. Tenthousand petition letters aren’t
fake news, but the developer’s spin
is. Why Bulgari would want to
attach their name to a developer
who outwardly threatens his own
councilman is beyond me.
Elizabeth Cooper Parry
Los Angeles
This is an absurd proposal. The
canyon streets are small and traffic
is already congested, [and] fire risk
is blatant. The noise level during
the build and after will be horrendous, and what about the damage
to the environment?
There is huge opposition to this
proposal. Anyone that cares for the
integrity of the Santa Monica
Mountains can see that changing
the zoning to benefit commercial
profit is disgraceful.
Caroline Fleck
Beverly Hills
I am a 22-year resident of the
Benedict Canyon area and I vehemently oppose this retreat, now

changed to hotel. Mr. Safady has
used different interactions to sell
this hotel to the residents. It has not
worked.
A hotel in the middle of a residential neighborhood, in the middle of Santa Monica Mountains, a
hotel that will destroy thousands of
mature oaks and other trees, a
hotel that attracts hundreds of
employees and guests to travel
through the already overburdened
Benedict Canyon roads, a hotel
that will increase the fire danger
when the drought has already
increased that danger cannot be
acceptable by the local residents.
Mark Ameli
Los Angeles
I live on Wanda Park Drive,
directly across from the proposed
hotel property. I am 100% opposed
to this hotel being constructed, not
only because it will completely
destroy our peaceful, idyllic neighborhood, but also because it would
require a zone change from residential to commercial and would
open a floodgate of development
across the Santa Monica
Mountains.
So for those of you who are residents of Benedict Canyon and are
supporting the hotel, please consider your neighbors who are also
long-time residents that live directly adjacent to this proposed development who are opposed to the
hotel. I know we all have not in my
backyard syndrome, but do we
really want to see this beautiful
wildland area where bobcats, deer,
coyotes, golden eagles and condors can be found to turn into a
multi-year construction zone? Not
to mention the potential fire hazard. I certainly don't.
Also isn't the traffic bad enough
trying to get in and out of the
canyon during peak traffic times?
And additionally, pretty much
80% of the residents on Wanda
Park Drive are older and retired
(not myself), and it’s truly heartbreaking speaking to some of them
who are just devastated at the
thought of a hotel being built in
their backyard.
Cristina Colissimo
Los Angeles
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Avec Nous
Thanksgiving
Avoid the hassle of cooking and
after-party cleanup at Avec Nous at
L’Ermitage Beverly Hills. The classic French bistro with a California
twist is offering a family-style
Thanksgiving dinner for $85 per
adult and $45 per child under the
age of 12. Make a reservation from
noon to 10 p.m. Thanksgiving fare
includes turkey roulade, pomme
puree and a caramelized apple tart.
9291 Burton Way, (310)278-3344.
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cranberry mostarda are served on a
fresh-baked roll. The sandwich is
$19 and will be available from noon
to 4 p.m. on Nov. 21-28. For every
“Give Thanks” sandwich sold, 1
Hotel West Hollywood will donate
proceeds toward meals at the Los
Angeles Mission. The hotel is also
serving a Thanksgiving Day plate
for pick up or dine-in from noon to
10 p.m. The $29 meal includes
turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing,
brussels sprouts and cranberry
sauce. 8490 Sunset Blvd.,
(310)424-1600.

at THEBlvd Restaurant for $115 per
person, complete with live music
from 2-10 p.m. A la carte celebratory items include sparkling champagne, Ossetra caviar and a seafood
platter. 9500 Wilshire Blvd.,
(310)385-3901.

Brunch at Four
Seasons L.A.
Start the holiday with a lavish
brunch buffet from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., followed by dinner from 3-6
p.m. Fresh waffles, seafood, sushi, a
carving station, Farmers Market
specials and desserts will be offered.
The meal is $139 for adults and $65
for children under the age of 12. 300
Doheny Drive, (310)860-4000.

Give Thanks at 1 Hotel
West Hollywood

Thanksgiving at
home or THEBlvd

Waldorf Astoria
Beverly Hills feast

The Sunset Strip hotel is preparing a limited-edition holiday “Give
Thanks” sandwich. House-smoked
heritage turkey breast, spice-roasted
yams, brussels sprout slaw and

The Beverly Wilshire, A Four
Seasons Hotel, is helping families
celebrate Thanksgiving by taking
the stress out of the holiday. Dine on
a three-course Thanksgiving dinner

Jean-Georges Beverly Hills and
The Rooftop by JG are open for
Thanksgiving.
Jean-Georges
Beverly Hills is preparing a decadent family-style menu that includes

Order Your Willie Bird
NOW!

Lawry’s prime rib for the holidays

Lawry’s is offering family feasts available for takeout and delivery on
Nov. 24-25. A roasted turkey dinner serves 10 to 12 people for $219, and
a holiday prime rib dinner serves four people for $229, six to eight people for $369 or 12 to 15 people for $599. Sides are available by the quart
to add to any meal. Guests who pickup on Nov. 24, will receive a 10%
discount and a $25 bounce back card to use at a later date. 100 N. La
Cienega Blvd., (323)652-2827.

Don’t Forget the Pumpkin Pie!
Order Pies
for the Holidays!

PUMPKIN
PECAN
MINCEMEAT
CINNAMON
APPLE

Free Range or
Free Range Organic
Rated “Best Turkey”
by chefs around the world!

6333 W. Third St.
Farmers Market
323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 79 Years

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

WE’VE GOT PIES!
Last day to Pre-Order
is Sunday, Nov. 21!
Pre-order pick up
available daily
10 am til 6 pm
Thanksgiving Day
Walk-ups - 1st Come
1st Served
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roasted turkey, butternut squash
soup, mashed potatoes, roasted
brussels sprouts and pumpkin pie.
Additional main-course items
include peppercorn-crusted wagyu
beef tenderloin, roasted Maine lobster and parmesan cheese risotto.
The menu will be offered from 3-8
p.m., with prices starting at $210
per person and $75 per child. The
Rooftop by JG will offer its main
menu as well as a special
Thanksgiving plate that includes
roasted turkey with truffle chestnut
stuffing, cranberry sauce and
mashed potatoes for $59. The
restaurant will be open from 11
a.m. to 10 p.m. 9850 Wilshire
Blvd., (310)860-6566.

Turkey at London
West Hollywood
A three-course meal is available
on Thanksgiving Day from 9:30
a.m. to 11:30 p.m. Highlights
include pumpkin and potato gnocchi with truffle butter, butternut
squash veloute with pumpernickle
croutons, and fresh burrata with
charred onion, pesto and grilled

zucchini. Festive entrées include
braised beef short ribs with beet
risotto, baked salmon Wellington
and tandoori-spiced cauliflower
steak. Traditional options include
free range turkey, cornbread and
wild mushroom stuffing, Yukon
mashed potatoes, buttered carrots,
brussels sprouts and cranberry relish. Finish with pumpkin flan,
English toffee pudding or a
caramelized apple tartine for two.
The menu is $85 per person and
50% off for children under the age
of 12. 1020 N. San Vicente Blvd.,
(310)358-7788.

Afternoon tea at
The Peninsula
On Thanksgiving Day, The
Peninsula will pour seasonallyinspired pumpkin spiced and holiday-flavored teas, and tea sandwiches and sweets will be served
while a live harpist plays. The service is $125 per person. The
Belvedere will serve a traditional
lunch and dinner with a live jazz
trio from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. The cost
is $155 per person and $65 for chil-

dren under the age of 12. Add freeflowing champagne for an extra
$35, or bring home a traditional
Thanksgiving dinner for four to six
people for $450. 9882 S. Santa
Monica Blvd., (310)551-2888.

Thanksgiving at The
Restaurant at Mr. C
Enjoy the glamour of Beverly
Hills with European comfort at The
Restaurant at Mr. C. In addition to
Italian grilled specialties, savory
pizzas, signature carpaccio and
baked tagliolini, the restaurant is
offering a Thanksgiving fourcourse lunch and dinner menu for
$95 per person. A wine pairing with
each course is offered for $45 per
person. For those who choose only
a main course, the cost is $49 per
person. 1224 Beverwil Drive,
(310)226-6245.

Beverly Hilton
Thanksgiving
Start the day with a poolside

See Restaurant page 15

Order Thanksgiving
Poultry Now
Served a氀 day!

Holiday fare at LOAM, Ace Hotel Downtown

Enjoy a three-course Thanksgiving pre-fixe menu crafted by Chef
Joshua Guarneri on Thursday, Nov. 25. Dine indoors or take a full
Thanksgiving feast home. Menu highlights include potato and leek soup,
confit and smoked turkey, sage stuffing, root vegetable smash, cranberry
sauce and turkey jus. Other dishes include a pumpkin risotto and persimmon upside down cake with Earl Grey ice cream. The menu is available
from 3-11 p.m. 927 S. Broadway, (213)235-9660.
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In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax (323)933-8446

Rockin EB’s Bar, Friday, Nov. 19, 7 pm
BEST SELECTION OF TURKEYS
H Free Range & Organic Turkeys,
Diestel, Shelton, GoldenHarvest
H Pheasant, Geese, Duck, Quail, Squab, Capons,
Rabbit, Organic Eggs, Quail Eggs, Egg Nog

At the Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St. #216
(323) 936-8158
farmersmarketpoultry.com

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Nov. 7 and Nov. 13. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department
Nov. 7
At 1:25 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 200 block of
S. Crescent.
A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Crescent and Santa Monica at
1:33 a.m.
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
600 block of Walden.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Linden
and Wilshire at 4:43 a.m.
At 5:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 400 block
of N. Beverly.

Nov. 8
At 12:45 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
9600 block of Wilshire.
A vandalism incident was reported
in the 400 block of Camden at 1
p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of S. Doheny.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
S. Robertson at 7:03 p.m.
At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
9100 block of Charleville.

Nov. 9
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9700 block of
Wilshire at 12:41 p.m.
At 1:07 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9700 block of Wilshire.

Nov. 10
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of N.
Hamilton at 4:29 a.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9500 block of Wilshire.

vehicle parked in the 9300 block of
Charleville at 9 a.m.

vehicle parked in the 7700 block of
Santa Monica at 10 p.m.

robbed a victim in the 6600 block
of Hollywood.

tim near the corner of Eighth and
Fairfax at 1:20 p.m.

At 11:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
8900 block of N. Doheny

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1100 block of
S. Robertson at 6:35 p.m.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. Clark.

Los Angeles Police
Department

At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
100 block of N. Croft.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5600 block of
Wilshire at 8:15 p.m.

Nov. 6

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1600 block of N.
Cahuenga at 11:45 p.m.

Nov. 11

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7300 block of
Melrose at 2:55 a.m.

Nov. 8

At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6000
block of Carlton.

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 400
block of Alandele.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 200 block of S. La
Brea at 5:10 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 800 block of N.
June at 3 a.m.

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1700 block
of Orchid.

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1400
block of N. Highland.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of Arnaz
at 11 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6200 block of
Hollywood at 11 a.m.

At 11:35 a.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 600
block of N. Highland.

At 11:40 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
900 block of N. Las Palmas.

Nov. 8

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6600 block of
Leland at 12:55 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Hollywood
and Highland at 2:30 p.m.

At 8:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1100
block of N. La Brea.

At 4:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8700
block of Burton.

At 6:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1100 block of S. Robertson.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7900 block of
Fountain at 10:50 a.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Stanley and
Flores at 3:20 p.m.

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 700 block of Burnside at 6:20
p.m.

At 4:44 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1100
block of N. La Brea.

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 4500
block of Fifth.

Nov. 9

Nov. 9

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6000 block of
Sunset at 4:35 p.m.

Nov. 13
At 4:19 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8800 block
of Sunset.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
Nov. 7
At 2:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8500
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7300 block of
Santa Monica at 7:15 p.m.

At 3:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 600
block of N. Kings.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1000 block of N.
Curson at 6:30 a.m.
At 4:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1000
block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 900 block of
N. Curson at 8 p.m.

Nov. 10
At 1:28 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1100
block of N. La Brea.

Nov. 11
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8400 block of
Sunset at 3:22 p.m.
At 5:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1000
block of Fairfax.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Beverly and Lucerne.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 7400 block of
Beverly at 7:30 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6800 block
of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1000 block of
Curson at 6:30 a.m.
At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 5500
block of Harold.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 500 block of N.
Stanley at 9 a.m.
At 12:15 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 200 block of S. Orlando.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6800 block of Hollywood
at 8 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
N. Rossmore at 5 p.m.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6400 block
of Selma.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 700
block of N. Highland.

Nov. 7

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7000 block of
Hollywood at 5:30 p.m.

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1700
block of N. Hudson.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Sycamore
and De Longpre at 3 a.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8600 block of Burton.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 900 block of
S. Sherbourne at 8:20 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
Elm at 8 p.m.

Nov. 12

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of Elm.

At 12:10 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
600 block of West Knoll.

Nov. 11

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 700 block of
N. Doheny at 2 a.m.

At 6:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Yucca and Las Palmas.

At 10:30 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 900 block of N. Doheny.

An unknown suspect committed a
theft in the 5600 block of Sunset at
11:45 a.m.

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Sunset and Martel.

Nov. 12

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 8300 block of
Willoughby at 7 p.m.

At 11:50 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
6100 block of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 5800 block of Harold
at 7:10 a.m.

At 12:34 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
300 block of Canon.

At 8:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Laurel and Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Oakwood
and Santa Monica at 12:35 p.m.

At 12:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
5400 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect burglarized a

An unknown suspect burglarized a

At 3:50 p.m., an unknown suspect

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 400 block of N. Canon
at 1:30 p.m.
At 4:07 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 400
block of Bedford.

At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of N Doheny.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8500 block of
Gregory at 5:08 a.m.

At 8:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1700 block
of Orchid.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Curson and Colgate at 9 p.m.

Nov. 10

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7900 block of
Beverly at 2 a.m.
At 4:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1400
block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5400 block of
Wilshire at 8:25 a.m.
At 12:15 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
8300 block of Third.
A robbery was reported in the 800
block of Vine at 3:30 p.m.
At 5:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 100 block of
S. Robertson.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of
Cherokee at 6 p.m.
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Restaurant News

fruit and crystallized mint. 101
Wilshire Blvd., (310)319-3111.

Thanksgiving brunch at MERCATO. Special holiday fare includes
eggs benedict, sushi, turkey and
candied yams from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The meal is $120 per adult and $45
per child. Thanksgiving dinner features a fall superfood salad, butternut squash bisque, citrus-brined
turkey and cornbread stuffing for
$80 per person and $35 per child.
Dinner will be served from 5-9 p.m.
9876 Wilshire Blvd., (310)2747777.

Hotel Casa Del Mar
Thanksgiving meal

from page 13

Jar’s Thanksgiving
menus
Jar’s complete take-out dinner
will be ready for pick up on Nov. 24
and includes easy instructions for
preparing the holiday home table. A
meal for four is $400 and a meal for
eight is $775, and no substitutions
are accepted. The restaurant is also
offering an à la carte menu of sides
for diners to enjoy alongside their
own home-roasted turkey. 8225
Beverly Blvd., (323)655-6566.

Roast turkey at
The Tam O’Shanter
The Tam O’Shanter is offering
feasts to fit every family’s needs.
For sides, enjoy a green salad,
creamed corn, creamed spinach,
mashed potatoes, gravy, au jus,
whipped cream, horseradish,
Yorkshire pudding and sourdough
bread. The holiday turkey feast
serves 10 to 12 people and costs
$389, though the restaurant is also
offering a holiday prime rib dinner
and beef brisket dinner. When
guests pickup on Nov. 24, they will
receive a 10% discount and a $25
bounce back card to use at a later
date. Dine-in options are available
from 5-10 p.m. on Thanksgiving
Day. Dine-in guests have a choice
of a Thanksgiving Day meal for $32
or individual cuts of prime rib ranging from $42 to $56, depending on
the cut. 2980 Los Feliz Blvd.,
(323)664-0228.

Dine next to the beach at the
Santa Monica-based hotel for a festive three-course-prix-fixe menu
for lunch or dinner. Both Terrazza
and Catch restaurants will serve
lunch at 11 a.m., and live music will
play from noon to 8 p.m. Dinner
starts at 5 p.m. and is $115 per adult
and $45 for children. A gourmet
three-course dinner is available for
any size dinner party. 1910 Ocean

Way, (310)581-5533.

Three courses at
Barton G. Los Angeles
Order a three-course feast from
Executive Chef Attila Bollokt that
includes a caramel apple salad with
roasted squash, toasted hazelnuts
and cranberries, a confit turkey
served with a breast and leg, brown
butter sage stuffing, smoked gravy
and a spiced pumpkin mousse with
salted bourbon caramel for $85 per
person. Guests can also order a la
carte options. 861 N. La Cienega
Blvd., (310)388-1888.

Natural wine tasting at Lock & Key
Koreatown diners gathered on
Nov. 10 for an evening of natural
wine tasting. Guests could choose
among three types of natural wine,
or opt for a flight. Natural wines are
crafted from organic grapes and
natural yeast, with no additives.
Some also exclude sulfites, meaning the wine will taste different on
any given day.
At Lock & Key’s event, guests
could try a Friend and Farmer natural white made with grapes from
the Castilla La Mancha region of
Spain. The refreshing white has a
crisp and citrusy taste with an oakfree finish.
Artemis Botanical provided an
orange wine called “Take it Easy.”
The fruit-forward wine contains
hints of mango and orange, which
makes for a pleasing aromatic,
medium-bodied wine.
Finally, a bold red was offered

photo by Brynn Mechem

courtesy of Absentee Winery.
“Elephant” features raspberry and
blackberry notes. The winemaker
sources all its fruit from an organic
vineyard in Mendocino County,
and “Elephant” is bottled unfiltered
with no sulfur or additives.
All three wines paired nicely
with Lock & Key’s bounty of oozing, Chicago-style pizzas, including
portobello, margherita and sopressata. A deep-fried peanut butter and
jelly sandwich served on a brioche
bun wows for dessert.

Gather together
for Thanksgiving

photo courtesy of Mélange

Thanksgiving with mountain views

Take a break from the kitchen this Thanksgiving and celebrate at
Mélange, the Asian-European fine-dining destination at the newlyopened Le Méridien Pasadena Arcadia Hotel overlooking the
grounds of the Santa Anita Racetrack with splendid view of the San
Gabriel Mountains.
Enjoy a prix-fixe menu available for $75-$95 per person, inclusive
of traditional favorites as well as a dishes with a Chef Mako-spin,
such as sweet soy green beans and turkey breast with kumquat compote and crispy leeks. Diners can select a main course trio of turkey
– crispy sliced turkey breast on kumquat compote topped with crispy
leeks, a turkey wheel with cranberry ginger sauce and turkey karaage
with spicy aioli sauce for $75. Or, select a 6-oz. prime Angus filet
with cognac garlic jus for $95. Start with a winter salad of Boston lettuce, beets, pancetta and lemon vinaigrette. In addition to the sweet
soy green beans, sides include wild rice salad medley, kombucha
puree and grilled asparagus. Enjoy traditional pumpkin pie for
dessert.
Both entrées include the sides and dessert. The full menu is also
available for takeout to be enjoyed with family and friends at home.
To order for pickup, call (626)777-6699 to place your order by Nov.
23. Reservations for dinner at Melange can be made via OpenTable.
130 West Huntington Drive, Arcadia. (626)777-6699.

Thanksgiving Dinner
from Canter’s
Open
24 Hours

Three-course prixfixe at Sugar Palm
Enjoy a three-course Thanksgiving menu with a complimentary
glass of bubbly for $95 for adults
and $45 for children. Guest can
choose among a vegan butternut
squash soup, cauliflower steak and
pumpkin spice panna cotta.
Traditional holiday fare includes
roast turkey with green apple stuffing, Brussels sprouts, creamed corn
and mashed potatoes. A lamb osso
buco with sun-dried tomato cous
cous will also be served. Finish with
a deconstructed cheesecake or
German chocolate cake. 1819
Ocean Ave., (310)260-7511.

Thanksgiving Day
Vegan Menu at FIG
Santa Monica’s Fig Restaurant at
Fairmont Miramar Hotel and
Bungalows is offering three separate menus available for dine-in or
takeout. Besides a traditional
Thanksgiving meal, vegan option
and a curbside pick-up option serving eight to 10 peoplewill be
offered. The vegan menu includes
green lentil bisque, kale and chicory
salad, roasted mushrooms and
coconut panna cotta with passion-

We carry everything you need to set the
perfect Thanksgiving dining table.
Fall Party Goods • Garlands • Centerpieces
Room Decor • Balloons • Much More!

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS!

20% Off
All Merchandise in the store with this ad
Expires 11/30/21 Does not include already reduced items,
Printing, Balloons or Balloon Delivery

Roast turkey dinner with yams, mashed potatoes and gravy,
vegetable, stuffing, cranberry sauce and pumpkin pie,
served all day on Thanksgiving. $24.95

Open for dine-in, take out & delivery!
Come see us at our 2nd location
12109 Santa Monica Blvd. at Bundy
(424) 317-0307
Since 1931

Vine American Party Store
5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox)
(323) 467-7124
www.vineamericanparty.com

World Famous, Award Winning Restaurant • Deli • Bakery • Bar

419 N. Fairfax Ave. (323) 651-2030
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC NOTICE
THIS PUBLIC NOTICE SUPERSEDES THE NEWSPAPER NOTICE PUBLISHED ON THURSDAY; NOVEMBER 11, 2021.
THE CHANGE REFERENCES THE NEW HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING DATE AS NOTATED
BELOW.

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
To: All Interested Persons and Agencies

photo courtesy of The Wallis

Debbie Allen participates in a
Sunday Funday event, which
focuses on kids programming.

Wallis announces
new programming
The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts announced an
eclectic array of programming,
including two theater world premieres, one music world premiere
and one U.S. premiere, for the balance of its 2021-22 season.
The second half of The Wallis’
eighth season of programming
begins in January and continues
through July.
Theater at The Wallis highlights
include a reinvention of “King
Lear,” the world premiere of “The
Excavation of Mary Anning” and
the world premiere of “Rapunzel
Alone.”
Music at The Wallis performances will feature the premieres
of nine works, and performances
by acclaimed pianist Inna Faliks,
Jane Lynch and Kate Flannery in
“Two Lost Souls” and violinist
Johnny Gandelsman.
Dance at The Wallis programming
includes
work
by
Complexions
Contemporary
Ballet, including the California
premier of “SNATCHED BACK
From the Edges” and the David
Bowie tribute “Stardust.”
Winter and Spring offerings also
include a series of cinema presentations in partnership with Film
Independent and The Wallis’
Sorting Room, which transforms
the Lovelace Studio Theater into an
intimate nightclub.
The free monthly outdoor
Sunday Funday @ The Wallis
series of family events is continuing with a variety of programming
that includes Debbie Allen &
Friends’ Dance Sundays, Story
Pirates, Parker Bent, Spring
Groove and Kiddle Karoo.
“In January we continue our
season with some remarkable performances and theatrical events,”
artistic director Paul Crewes said.
“We are producing and presenting
new work as well as classics revisited and reimagined. … We are so
fortunate to be bringing to our
stage so many wonderful artists,
some new to us, and some returning. We look forward to welcoming
them all and re-connecting them
with our audiences.”
Subscriptions and tickets are
now on sale. For information or to
purchase tickets, visit thewallis.org
or call (310)746-4000.

Project Title: Housing Element Update Project

From: City of West Hollywood Dept. of Planning & Development
Services
Date: November 11, 2021

Lead Agency: City of West Hollywood
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069

Project Applicant: City of West Hollywood
Dept. of Planning & Development Services
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard.

A Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) has been prepared for the proposed West Hollywood Housing Element Update
(proposed project). The City of West Hollywood (City) is the local lead agency, pursuant to the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), responsible for preparation of this document.
Project Location:
The project site would apply to the entire geographic area located within the boundaries of the City of West Hollywood (City),
which encompasses 1.89 square miles. Pursuant to Section 15087(c)(6) of the CEQA Guidelines, the project area does contain sites listed under Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.
Project History:
A Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a Draft EIR was issued for public review and comment on April 30, 2021. During the NOP
public review period, a scoping meeting was held on May 11, 2021 to obtain comments on the environmental analysis.
Project Description:
The project consists of a comprehensive update to the City of West Hollywood Housing Element. West Hollywood’s Housing
Element was last updated in 2013, and the current update under the proposed project will cover the 2021-2029 period. The
Housing Element Update will provide a framework for introducing new housing at all levels of affordability. Through its identification of sites for future development and implementing housing programs, the updated Housing Element will lay the foundation for achievement of the City’s fair share housing needs for 3,933 additional units plus a buffer to plan for 4,234 units.
Summary of Impacts:
A Draft EIR has been prepared pursuant to the CEQA statutes (Cal. Pub. Res. Code, Section 21000 et. seq., as amended)
and implementing guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., Title 14, Section 15000 et. seq.). No impacts to agricultural and forestry resources or to mineral resources would occur as a result of the proposed project. Impacts related to aesthetics, greenhouse
gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, population and housing,
public services, recreation, utilities and service systems, and energy consumption would be less than significant. Impacts to
biological resources, archaeological resources, geology and soils, transportation, and tribal cultural resources would be less
that significant with implementation of mitigation measures. Impacts to air quality from construction emissions and toxic air
contaminants, historical resources, and construction noise would be significant and unavoidable.
Public Comment Period:
The public comment period for this Draft EIR will begin on Friday, November 12, 2021, and end on Monday, December
27, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. (comment letters must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, December 27, 2021). The City requests that comments be limited to the material contained in the Draft EIR.
Copies of the Draft EIR are available for review on the City of West Hollywood project website, www.weho.org/housingelement
Please submit comments in writing or via email to:
City of West Hollywood – Department of Planning and Development Services
Attn: Rachel Dimond
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, California 90069
Fax: 323-848-6569
Email: rdimond@weho.org
Public Hearings:
The project will require Public Hearings before the City of West Hollywood Historic Preservation Commission, Planning Commissions, and City Council. The dates and times for the Historic Preservation Commission, Planning Commission and City
Council hearings have been tentatively scheduled, as specified below. For up-to-date meeting information, please visit
www.weho.org.
Historic Preservation Commission
Date: January 24, 2022 November 22, 2021
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location:
Teleconference Meeting via Zoom (call-in number available on the Historic Preservation Commission agenda,
to be posted one week prior to the hearing at https://www.weho.org/city-government/boards-commissions/commissions/historic-preservation-commission
Planning Commission
Date: January 20, 2022
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location:
Teleconference Meeting via Zoom (call-in number available on the Transportation Commission agenda, to
be posted one week prior to the hearing at https://www.weho.org/city-government/boards-commissions/commissions/planning-commission
City Council
Date: February 7, 2022
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location:
Teleconference Meeting via Zoom (call-in number available on the Transportation Commission agenda, to
be posted one week prior to the hearing at http://www.weho.org/city-government/city-council/council-agendas
If you require additional information, please contact Rachel Dimond, Senior Planner in the Long Range Planning and Sustainability Division at (323) 848-6840; or via email at: rdimond@weho.org
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.
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You need to watch ‘The Expanse’

Before I pitch why you should
watch “The Expanse,” a marvelous,
complex sci-fi political thriller gearing up for season six’s Dec. 10 premiere, the show’s biggest fans set
the groundwork for me. When “The
Expanse” arrived in 2015, plenty of
critics declared it the best sci-fi
series in ages, a new generation’s
“Battlestar
Galactica.”
(The
Peabody-winning remake from the
early 2000s, not the campy original).
It gradually developed a reputation
as the best series nobody knew about.
Syfy’s intricate sleeper hit involves
an array of societies and cultures
residing throughout the solar system.
Earth enjoys its central status a
little too much, both for the lifegiving resources it exports off
world and the planet’s gravity,
which makes its inhabitants
stronger than those born on Mars or
the colonies in the Belt. Various
attacks transpire throughout the
colonies and planets, a phantom foe

pushing all parties closer to war.
Perhaps the premise felt too
heady for uninitiated viewers as ratings slipped come season three,
resulting in cancellation. Frankly a
show like this might’ve sounded
great for Syfy on paper, but fans of
something like this cut their cable
subscriptions long ago.
What happened after the
announcement would be just as
interesting as the show itself. The
social media savvy first made viral
appeals to all the streamers.
Because “The Expanse” landed on
Prime after each season – so far out
that any viewing data wouldn’t
impact the show’s broadcast fate –
some diehards focused their energy
on the most likely savior.
They mailed cakes to higher ups
and even rented planes to fly over
Amazon headquarters with banners
that read “#SaveTheExpanse.”
Noted author George R.R. Martin
even wrote letters to various big-

photo courtesy of Amazon Prime Video

Dominique Tipper portrays Naomi Nagata, a belter on the Rocinante.

tech CEOs to pressure Jeff Bezos
more directly. It worked.
The series continued for another
two seasons, a third wrapping up a
host of storylines soon. “Expanse”
lovers aren’t supporting a carbon
copy of “Star Trek.” Replace any
semblance of optimism and the
joys of exploration with a perverse
opportunism that accompanies
galactic colonization.
Think of what the future could
practically look like if major companies like, perhaps Amazon, continue
unchecked with R&D advancements that take advantage of vulnerable populations. Segregation and
nationalism feed the tinders of strife.
But across this modest galaxy, a
host of insiders and outcasts fight
for change, some out of conviction,
others by necessity. Traversing all
space-faring territories is the crew
of a salvaged Mars ship, the
Rocinante. Earth-born James
Holden (Steven Strait) captains a
small crew including Belter engineer Naomi Nagata (Dominique
Tipper), Earther mechanic Amos
Burton (Wes Chatham) and Alex
Kamal (Cas Anvar), a former Mars
military pilot.
Upon surviving the targeted
destruction of a shipping vessel, this
crew goes on the run, but a desire to
clear their names places them in the
middle of several conflicts. An
infectious protomolecule wipes out
various crafts and colonies, but as
the Rocinante crew uncover its mysteries, they must continue on to the
next bread crumb, encountering

photo courtesy of Amazon Prime Video

Shohreh Aghdashloo and Frankie Adams play a political genius and a
Martian Marine Corps sergeant.

homegrown terrorists, military
fleets, Belters angry about their marginalization and what lies beyond
the confines of the outer rim.
They aren’t without help though.
Chrisjen
Avasarala
(Shohreh
Aghdashloo), a political and military
genius at the United Nations of
Security Council, the governing body
of Earth and Luna (a.k.a., our moon),
knows the threat of force might fracture an already delicate peace everywhere. Her fluid role across several
administrations often hinders her
ability to influence change, but she
remains “The Expanse’s” most compelling character, a raw voice of reason and stoic to a fault.
The Rocinante eventually encounters other unique characters as well,
some who stick around. Joe Miller
(Thomas Jane) first investigates a
unique disappearance on the dwarf
planet Ceres. His journey exits any
film noir aesthetic rather quickly
though. Then there’s Martian Marine
Corps gunnery sergeant Bobbie
Draper (Frankie Adams), whose

chance encounter with an anomaly
sends her face to face with Chrisjen.
While these and other characters
serve as the series’ soul, the grand
scope of the story and its interpretation of space life serve up their own
delicious joys. Thanks to nine novels written by Daniel Abraham and
Ty Franck under the pen name
James S. A. Corey, the show makers develop a rich world that takes
seriously the science of this science
fiction. Wounds can’t heal in zerog. Gravity can be a form of torture.
And fast speeds in ships require all
items be battened down and everyone given a special injection.
Across five seasons, “The
Expanse” is a remarkable experience overflowing with cultural tensions, mystery, researched science
fiction and, of course, visually stunning space action. Season six might
be billed as the last, but the fans and
authors might have something different to say about that. Let’s help
them out and give this show the
attention it rightly deserves.

ORDER NOW FOR THANKSGIVING!

Volunteers honored for
contributions to Wilshire Division

Actor Hal Linden, left, of the television show “Barney Miller,” was
shown on the cover of the Dec. 4, 1975, issue of the Park Labrea News
honoring volunteer Thomas Graham for his participation on the Wilshire
Police Council. Graham served on the board for the council, which was
a valuable community engagement and crime prevention resource,
police officials said in the accompanying article. The Los Angeles Police
Department’s Wilshire Division continues to offer opportunities for citizens to get involved and provide input on policing. Local residents and
business owners are encouraged to join the Wilshire Division’s
Community Police Advisory Board, which meets every second
Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the station, 4861 Venice Blvd. For
more information, call the Wilshire Division’s Community Relations
Office at (213)473-0200, or email wilshirecro@lapd.online.

Centerpieces & Limited Edition Spices

Call (818)359-8239 for orders!
Last day to order - Saturday, Nov. 20
Final pick-up day Tuesday, Nov. 23
4532 Rinetti Lane, Suite C, La Canada
emilyjilgco.com
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LA Phil announces
details of 100th season

The Los Angeles Philharmonic
Association announced the first
details of it’s 2022 Hollywood
Bowl summer season, marking the
end of the venue’s first 100 years
and the beginning of its second
century.
The full celebratory season of the
Hollywood Bowl’s centennial will
be announced in February 2022,
though some headlining performances have already been shared.
Steve Martin and Martin Short
will perform at the annual July 4th
Fireworks Spectacular, with three
performances at 7:30 from July 24. The Los Angeles Philharmonic,
led by Thomas Wilkins, will join
them with a program of orchestral
favorites.
The Steep Canyon Rangers and
Jeff Babko will be among the
guests joining the comedic duo.
Considered one of Southern
California’s top Independence Day
pyrotechnic displays, the July 4th
Fireworks Spectacular at the Bowl
has become a local family tradition.
Dates for other popular annual

events at the Hollywood Bowl
have also been scheduled, including The Hollywood Bowl Jazz
Festival from June 25-26, Smooth
Summer Jazz on Aug. 28, Movie
Night on Sept. 4 and the Sing-ALong “Sound of Music” hosted by
Melissa Peterman on Sept. 17.
The 2022 season will continue
the tradition of presenting classical
concerts every Tuesday and
Thursday night, with Gustavo
Dudamel, the LA Phil and a roster
of star-studded guest artists. With
the LA Phil’s Creative Chair for
Jazz Herbie Hancock at the helm,
Jazz Plus nights offer an eclectic
trip through the world of jazz and
beyond. Weekends will be filled
with some of the biggest names in
popular music, the annual musical,
films and film music, and the
KCRW Festival.
Subscription renewals for the
Hollywood Bowl 2022 summer
season are now available.
For additional information and
tickets to specific events, visit hollywoodbowl.com or call (323)8502000.

LACMA examines history of family photographs
The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art will present
“Family
Album:
Dannielle
Bowman, Janna Ireland and
Contemporary
Works
from
LACMA.”
The exhibition features work by
artists of color who examine themselves and history through family
photographs.
Drawn
primarily
from
LACMA’s permanent collection,
“Family Album” presents more
than 50 works by 26 artists, many
of whom are from Los Angeles.
Featured artists confront the
physical, political and emotional
aspects of home. Some artists mine
their personal archives, while others challenge the aesthetic conventions of snapshots through installation art, design and video works.
“Family photographs are a primary way we encounter photography.
We take family pictures, pose for
them, share and return to them. Yet,
we may overlook their potential to
reveal our interior and social
worlds,” assistant curator Dhyandra

Steve Martin and Martin Short will perform at the annual July 4th
Fireworks Spectacular.

Our neighborhood’s
home values and
pricing trends
change everyday

As a real estate broker with 3 decades of experience, working for Los
Angeles’s leading full-service, luxury real estate brokerage, you can
expect personal concierge service, up-to-date market trends, as well
as local and global exposure.
Stay up to date with the latest home values. Call me to discuss.

R OS A L IE K L EIN
Rosalie@TheAgencyRE.com
310.261.8878 | LIC. # 01115025
T HE AGENCYRE.C OM

Lawson said. “Photographs create
so much more than visual experiences. They stir our memories and
elicit histories that tell us who we
are. Statements by artists of color on
the topic of family are urgent at a
moment when American society
faces a pandemic and ongoing

police violence.”
In the featured work by Bowman
and Ireland, the two artists revel in
the beauty of everyday life through
depictions of their communities.
The artists’ work straddle staged
and candid moments.
For information, visit lacma.org.

Guerilla art draws attention to affordable housing

Dallas-based mixed media artist
Giovanni Valderas created his first
public guerrilla-style, urban installation project in Los Angeles in the
week before Thanksgiving.
Valderas looks to cultivate social
and civic engagement through public placement of several small cardboard “sad house piñatas” near
Beverly Grove and Fairfax.
The project aims to highlight cul-

photo courtesy of Los Angeles Philharmonic

photos courtesy of Dannielle Bowman and Janna Ireland

Artists Dannielle Bowman and Janna Ireland straddle staged and candid
moments in their work.

tures that are an integral part of the
fabric of the L.A. community and
also to create awareness, reflection
and empathy by provoking discussion around affordable housing
issues and displacement.
Inspired by the brightly-painted
homes found in predominantly
Latinx communities, “Casita
Triste” blurs the boundaries
between craft, art object, advocacy

and sentimental offering.
The sad houses intentionally
adopt anthropomorphized elements, prompting the viewer to
empathize with the fragility, history
and experiences of the community.
Valderas constructed his houses
at Craft in America Center on Nov.
16 before they were dispersed
throughout the surrounding community.
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Internships accepted at TV Academy
The
Television
Academy
Foundation opened its application
process for the 2022 Internship
Program in Hollywood for college
media students.
Paid internships are offered for
graduate and undergraduate college
or university media arts students for
the spring and summer of 2022.
Internships may be in person,
hybrid or remote, depending upon
the opportunity.
The program gives students from
all over the country in-depth and
hands-on professional experience
in a variety of television careers and
professions
at
prominent
Hollywood studios and production
facilities. Internship categories
include animation, cinematography, program development, directing, editing, interactive media,
news and writing.
Among the opportunities available is the foundation’s “Star Trek
Command Training Program,” in
association with CBS Studios,

which offers students an immersive
professional experience within the
“Star Trek” franchise.
Exclusively
for
Southern
California college students, the
foundation also offers the Diversity
and
Inclusion
Unscripted
Internship Program for students
from disadvantaged backgrounds
interested in nonfiction television
careers. In addition, internships for
foster youth in the greater Los
Angeles area, provided through an
endowment gift from Dick Wolf’s
Wolf Family Foundation, are available.
“The Foundation’s Internship
Program is in a class all its own,”
said Cris Abrego, chair of the
Television Academy Foundation.
“For over 40 years, it's offered students from across the country the
chance to get relevant job experience and network in the entertainment capital of the world. We urge
media arts students to apply for this
program, which has jumpstarted

careers for so many industry professionals.”
Finalists are selected by members of the Television Academy,
and final selections are made by
participating host companies.
Summer interns will receive
weekly professional development
sessions, including panels with television industry leaders, customized
seminars on personal brand-building and guidance on navigating the
job market ahead.
Established in 1980, notable
alumni include: “The Orville”
executive producer Brannon Braga,
“Grey’s Anatomy” consulting producer Elisabeth Finch, “America’s
Got Talent” associate director
Carrie Havel, “WandaVision”
assistant art director Eric R.
Johnson, “The Boys” creator Eric
Kripke and “Judas and the Black
Messiah” executive producer Sev
Ohanian.
All selected interns become lifelong members of the Television

Program offers new Holocaust education resources

USC Shoah Foundation, in partnership with Participant and Focus
Features, has released a comprehensive educational initiative for
university and upper-level high
school educators incorporating
Luke Holland’s documentary
“Final Account” into its IWitness
education platform.
The program, building on USC
Shoah Foundation’s history of
developing learning tools, will use
perpetrator interviews from the last

living generation of Adolf Hitler’s
Third Reich as a teaching tool for
educators and students. As heightened anti-Semitism and the denial
of facts about the Holocaust
become more common, the program opens classrooms to new perspectives on historical themes like
complicity, propaganda and memory.
“Luke wanted this film to be a
powerful and memorable message
for students, to be shared in class-

Griffith Observatory will
stream lunar eclipse

Griffith Observatory is hosting
an online broadcast of the near-total
lunar eclipse from 10 p.m. Nov. 18
to 4:05 a.m. on Nov. 19.
Weather permitting, the observatory will stream images of the
eclipse, which occurs when the
moon passes partway into the inner
dark shadow, or umbra, cast by the
Earth.
From Nov. 18-19, 97% of the
round disk of the full moon will
slowly move into the dark shadow,
making the moon grow dim. It will
glow with a copper or red color as a
result of sunlight being filtered and
bent through the Earth’s atmosphere.

If skies are clear, the eclipse will
be visible to the unaided eye from
anywhere in southern California. It
is safe to view the eclipse without
any eye protection.
The next total lunar eclipse visible in Los Angeles will be from
May 15-16, 2022.
Griffith Observatory is not conducting onsite public viewing and
will not be open during the broadcast.
A time-lapse version of the lunar
eclipse will be available on the
Griffith Observatory’s YouTube
channel by 6 a.m. on Nov. 19.
For information and to stream the
event, visit griffithobservatory.org.

photo courtesy of Griffith Observatory

Viewing of the lunar eclipse will be available on the Griffith Observatory’s
YouTube channel.

rooms as a way to fight anti-Jewish
hate, to transform the stories of
these Nazi perpetrators into a tool
for good,” said Stephen D. Smith,
the Finci-Viterbi executive director
of USC Shoah Foundation and
UNESCO chair on genocide education.
“Educators need resources to
help their students understand the
hate they see in their lives today, as
well as the hatred of the past,”
added Kori Street, incoming inter-

photo by Dan Steinberg courtesy of Invision for the Television Academy

Television Academy Foundation 2019 intern Alexis Clinton works with
cameraman Jesse Renteria at Extra! In Universal City.

Academy’s alumni network, gaining access to exclusive networking
opportunities, industry events and
an online alumni platform.
As a condition of employment,
the Academy Foundation will

require all in-person or hybrid work
interns to show proof of vaccination against COVID-19.
Online applications will be accepted through 5 p.m. on Jan. 19 at televisionacademy.com/internships.

im executive director and senior
director of programs and operations
for USC Shoah Foundation. “Final
Account’s personal narratives offer
students insight into the long-lasting power of propaganda, misinformation and hate. Our story-focused
methodology guides teachers
through this difficult material to
inspire their students to be curious,
courageous critical thinkers.”
“Final Account,” which premiered at the 2020 Venice Film
Festival, raises timely questions
about authority, conformity, national identity and responsibility. The

film is a collection of never-beforeseen interviews with men and
women ranging from former Nazi
SS officials to civilians as they
reckon with – in different ways –
their memories, perceptions and
personal appraisals of their roles in
the Holocaust.
USC Shoah Foundation’s initiative includes free resources for educators, classroom-ready discussions and activities, clips and content from the film, and a dedicated
page on the institute’s IWitness
website. For information, visit iwitness.usc.edu.
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Petersen exhibit will highlight the hypercar
The
Petersen Automotive
Museum presents a new exhibit that
explores the world of hypercars, the
fastest and most exclusive cars
money can buy.
The exhibit, “Hypercars: The
Allure of the Extreme,” will open on
Dec. 4 and will rotate up to 30 vehicles that highlight what hypercars
stand for and why they continue to
captivate the global automotive
community during its 18-month run.
Vehicles on display include the
Aria FXE concept, Bugatti Veyron
16.4, Caparo T1, Devel Sixteen,
Ferrari
LaFerrari
Aperta,
Hennessey Venom F5 (Design
Model), Koenigsegg Agera RS

Final Edition, Laraki Sahara,
McLaren Speedtail, NIO EP9,
Delage D12, Pagani Huayra
Hermes Edition, RAESR Tachyon
Speed and Rimac Concept One.
The exhibit will also include two
motorcycles that fit the description,
including the Lotus C-01 and Aston
Martin AMB 001. The Czinger 21C
will make occasional, brief appearances, and will be on display for the
last two weeks of December 2021.
“Hypercars are a glimpse of the
future today,” said Petersen
Automotive Museum Executive
Director Terry L. Karges. “With
this extensive exhibit, we want to
nail down what a hypercar is while

giving guests the opportunity to
view some of the rarest and most
luxurious vehicles available.”
The Petersen Museum defines a
“hypercar” as a vehicle that exists at
the highest echelon of performance,
technological advancement, price
and rarity. The exhibit will showcase projects from both well-known
marques and smaller startups that
have fascinated audiences with their
unparalleled performance, their cutting-edge technological breakthroughs or simply their beauty.
“Hypercars: The Allure of the
Extreme” will be located in the
Bruce Meyer Family Gallery and
the museum lobby.
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The 2020 McLaren Speedtail is one of the cars that will be featured in
the new Peterson exhibit.

The exhibit will be split into two
successive parts, the first of which
will be on display from Dec. 4 to
Sept. 22, 2022. The second wave of

vehicles will arrive on Sept. 17,
2022, and leave on May 14, 2023.
For
information,
visit
petersen.org.

‘Love Actually’ lands new all-star cast

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

BritWeek cruises into Beverly Hills

The BritWeek car rally, which annually celebrates British car
culture and innovation, cruised into Beverly Hills on Nov. 14. Cohosted by the Petersen Automotive Museum, the city of Beverly
Hills and celebrity car collector Magnus Walker, the rally brought
75 of the world’s most iconic British automobiles to the streets of
Beverly Hills. Beverly Hills Mayor Bob Wunderlich, Nigel Daly,
Councilman John Mirisch and his son Penzie, and Councilman
Les Friedman joined members of the public to view the cars on
display in front of City Hall after the parade.

Gala honors World’s Jewish Museum

American Friends of the World’s
Jewish Museum will host the 3rd
Annual Gala of the World’s Jewish
Museum Hamakom on Nov. 18.
Comic and television star Howie
Mandel and Rabbi David Wolpe,
named The Most Influential Rabbi
in America by “Newsweek,” return
as gala co-hosts.
Spiritual leader, scholar, television writer and bestselling author,
Rabbi Joseph Telushkin will
receive the Lifetime Achievement
Award. Mayor of Tel-Aviv Ron
Huldai and philanthropist Miri
Nash will also be honored.
The gala continues the celebration of the museum’s design by
renowned architect Frank Gehry,

who is serving as honorary gala cochair, along with co-chair Shauna
Shapiro Jackson.
The World’s Jewish Museum
Hamakom will be an immersive
experience, part of a complex
designed to include a cultural and
entertainment center.
The museum will be a celebration of 3,500 years of contributions
by the Jewish People to the global
community. The museum will be
located on the banks of the Yarkon
River,
overlooking
the
Mediterranean, in Tel-Aviv, Israel.
Proof of COVID-19 vaccination
and masks will be required.
For information, visit worldsjewishmuseum.com.

Casting has been announced for
For The Record and The Wallis
Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts’ production of
“Love Actually Live,” the multimedia concert celebration of the
beloved holiday film.
Broadway and television star
Aaron Lazar (“The Last Ship,” “A
Little Night Music,” “Les
Misérables”) joins the lineup,
alongside singer Brian McKnight
Jr., American Idol fourth place
finalist Anthony Fedorov, actor
Michael Thomas Grant (“Zoey’s
Extraordinary Playlist”) and RCA
recording artist Nina Nelson, who
is a member of the girl group
Citizen Queen.
Returning cast members include
recording artist Rex Smith,
Broadway star Doug Kreeger
(“Les Misérables”), recording
artist James Byous, singer
Gabriela Carillo, recording artist
Tomasina Abate and actor Emily
Lopez.
Performances of the Los
Angeles tradition will be held
from Nov. 27 to Dec. 31.
In “Love Actually Live,” film
and live action intertwin throughout a London setting as actors
reimagine the film’s hit sound

photo courtesy of Kevin Parry

Rex Smith performs as Billy Mack in the 2019 version of “Love Actually
Live.”

track, including “Christmas is All
Around,” “Trouble with Love”
and “Both Sides Now.”
“In returning once again to our
Bram Goldsmith stage, ‘Love
Actually Live’ provides the opportunity to celebrate together, in person, with the people we love in a
year when it’s needed the most,”
said The Wallis’ Artistic Director

Paul Crewes. “It is always a pleasure to collaborate with our For
The Record family, and I’m grateful for the possibility to be sharing
this very unique experience with
Los Angeles audiences once
again.”
For information and tickets,
visit thewallis.org/love or call
(310)746-4000.

Bogie’s Liquor

Get immersed in the Kingdom of Snow

Beverly Center is expanding its
holiday programming to welcome
“The Immersive Nutcracker,” a
new family-friendly walk-through
holiday fairytale experience that
combines the best in theater, virtual
reality and projection from the producers of the Russian Ballet
Theatre.
Opening on Nov. 26 and running
through Dec. 31, “The Immersive
Nutcracker” will offer dreamlike
experiences featuring iconic
moments, characters and settings as
seen in the beloved ballets and stories from Tchaikovsky's timeless
Nutcracker score.

Guests will step into their
favorite holiday ballet and journey
through four rooms: the mysterious
Drosselmeyer’s
chest,
Tannenbaum’s Grand ballroom, the
magnificent Kingdom of Sweets
and the glittering magical
Christmas tree room. The show will
celebrate the holidays, spread cheer
and reveal the beauty of storytelling
through virtual reality and projection mapping.
The experience will be held on
Level 8 of Beverly Center.
Tickets are $42 for adults and $30
for children, and are on sale now by
visiting feverup.com/m/103800.

Stock your
favorite beverages
this holiday season!
Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine

(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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Villanueva hosts town hall in WeHo City mulls safety alternatives

By Brynn MecheM

Los Angeles County Sheriff Alex
Villanueva had a golden opportunity to address the city of West
Hollywood’s lack of confidence in
the sheriff’s department during a
Town Hall meeting on Nov. 16, but
he instead focused on several projects that don’t pertain specifically
to the city.
A recent study conducted by West
Hollywood shows that resident
approval of the sheriff’s department
has fallen from 77% in 2016 to 49%
this year.
Rather than focus on efforts to
improve public safety within city
limits, during the town hall, for
which Villanueva arrived 20 minutes
late, the sheriff spoke for 40 minutes
about the department’s homeless
outreach efforts and how it plans to
transition out of the pandemic.
A majority of time was spent discussing the department’s Homeless
Outreach Services Team, which connects homeless individuals with service providers that coordinate housing. Villanueva also highlighted the
department’s Special Alert program
that was launched Nov. 1.
The program allows individuals
who have an intellectual, mental or
physical disability to fill out a special
form on the department’s website to
share information about their diagnoses. That way, when a deputy is
called to a situation, they will be
alerted about how best to handle the
call.
“We’re trying to be proactive,”
Villanueva said. “We’re using information from past incidents to see
how we can do a better job for the
community.”
After the programmed presentation, the conversation turned to West
Hollywood-specific issues as
Villanueva fielded questions from a
crowd of about 20 West Hollywood
residents and business owners. No
City Council members or other city
officials were in attendance.
A majority of the community-led
discussion was based on the department’s community policing, with
many residents questioning why
there aren’t more foot patrols in West
Hollywood.
West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station
Capt. Ed Ramirez said the department has funding to staff foot patrols
about three days a week, focused
mainly on the east and west sides of
the city in the evenings.
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West Hollywood City Council members have suggested diverting services from the sheriff’s department to improve its response to calls.

Villanueva said that although foot
patrols can be effective in crowded
urban environments, they are not
the most effective form of patrol
because officers can only respond to
calls for service that are immediately around them. They do not deploy
more foot patrols, he said, because
of limited staffing.
“I like foot patrols and they can
be very effective … but with the
very limited staffing model that we
have, it makes it cost prohibitive,”
he said.
Villanueva said the department
does, however, offer more foot
patrol deputies for large events, such
as Pride, and he’d like to see more
foot and bike patrols added in areas
that are heavily populated by bars
and nightclubs should the future
budget allow it.
In addition to sheriff’s deputies,
West Hollywood contracts with
Block by Block for a community
ambassador program in which
ambassadors patrol certain areas of
the city on foot or bike. Should the
city want more sheriff’s deputies on
foot patrol, Ramirez said, it would
have to set aside additional funds.
In the past few months, many residents have raised concerns over a
rise in crime and gun violence on
Melrose Avenue, and Villanueva
said that as the pandemic shifts to
the “rearview mirror,” he’d like to
focus more deputy attention on theft.
“You see it play out every day.
Your favorite mom and pop store
that you patronize, you may see
they’re struggling because they can’t
keep up with the theft that is going
out the door, and we definitely have
to find a way to get them help,”
Villanueva said, though he did not
directly mention a solution for West

Hollywood.
At its Nov. 15 meeting, the West
Hollywood City Council directed
staff to work with the Public Safety
Commission and the business community to develop measures to
increase community safety on commercial streets, including developing a commercial public camera
rebate program to allow businesses
to install video systems in public
areas.
Though he said individual efforts
from the city and the sheriff’s
department will be helpful, resident
Victor Omelchenko said the greatest
success would be achieved if the
entities work in concert with each
other.
West Hollywood council members have recently criticized
Villanueva for his efforts to recall
District Attorney George Gascón
and for creating a unit designed to
investigate Villanueva’s political
enemies.
Villanueva said that since the
murder of George Floyd in 2020, it’s
become popular to “bash” law
enforcement, and defund police
departments, which puts a strain on
law enforcement officers.
“There’s this idea that law
enforcement is the root cause of all
ills of society, when actually, we’re
the people trying to keep society
safe,” he said.
Omelchenko said he’d like to see
the department and the city put aside
its differences to create a safer West
Hollywood for residents.
“I’d love to see in the future, one
stovepipe talking to the other,” he
said. “I think with all the divisiveness and the controversy, we all need
to start talking together and promoting safety better.”

BHPD to research Rodeo alternatives
From page 1
clists on Rodeo Drive since
November 2020.
“We have seen about six different
calls that involve either car clubs or
exotic cars coming in, shutting
down the streets and being loud or
[looking for] photo opportunities or
even doing doughnuts in the intersections,” Moreno said.
The proposal requested barricades at South Santa Monica
Boulevard and Rodeo Drive,
Wilshire Boulevard and Rodeo
Drive, Dayton Way and Camden
Drive, Dayton Way and Beverly
Drive, Brighton Way and Beverly
Drive and Brighton Way and
Camden Drive.
Rivetti suggested adding a traffic
control officer at each closure location to increase visibility and allow
emergency vehicle access. The
city’s Department of Public Works
would install and remove barricades, according to the proposal,
which had an estimated cost of

approximately $850,000.
Councilman Lester Friedman
said Rodeo Drive is a “targeted
area” and that there is reason for
concern, but he introduced a
motion for the department to further research possible solutions,
seconded by Gold.
“I’m just not sure we have the
[personnel] to handle it, and plus the
expense,” Friedman said.
Councilman John Mirisch said he
believed the police department
should be using its resources to combat more serious crimes as much as
possible at this time. He acknowledged that the “late-night excursions” are problematic.
“I do think that, at this stage, the
PD needs to focus on the core mission, if you will, and if there were
another way where we could shut
down these streets where we have
the biggest issue without it being this
personnel intensive, I’d be willing to
look at it,” Mirisch said.

Vice Mayor Lili Bosse said it is
fortunate that no one was injured
during the incidents on Rodeo Drive,
but she also had concerns about the
amount of funding the closures
would require.
“We, unfortunately, have some
serious crimes that are happening
right now,” she said, referencing robberies that have occurred in the city.
“That is, for me, more of a priority
than stopping cars from joy riding.”
Mayor Robert Wunderlich suggested using the funding to increase
the police department’s presence on
Rodeo Drive at night.
“It is an important issue, but I
don’t think it’s necessarily the best
use of those resources,” he added.
The council voted to have the
department conduct additional
research and return at a future council study session.
Mark Stainbrook, Beverly Hills’
incoming police chief, begins his
new position on Nov. 29.

approved an expansion to the
Block by Block program, which
will add more ambassadors on the
east side of the city, at an additional
annual cost of $140,000. That
brings the total annual cost to $2.2
million.
Additionally, the council
approved the first phase of the
development of a citywide
Behavioral Health Crisis Unit that
would act as an additional responder to help facilitate mental health
care. The 24-hour unit would come
with a $2.5 million to $4 million
annual price tag.
Rather than pull funds from
another portion of the budget,
council members discussed reallocating funds from the sheriff’s
department, particularly those that
are used for homeless services, to
be put toward the city’s new contracted services.
“I would like to take those services from the sheriff’s department
that don’t want to do them – and
that’s OK, they don’t have to do
them – and invest it back into the
new services we’re looking at,”
Councilman John Erickson said.
In a previous interview with the
Beverly Press/Park Labrea News,
Lt. Bill Moulder said that should
services, such as mental health
calls, be handled by another contracted department, it would allow
deputies to better address other service calls.
“It would free up more deputy
personnel assets to address criminal issues and the protection of our
community with more visibility
and community patrols, such as
additional foot beats and community interactive public safety,” he
said.
Some council members, including Shyne and Councilman John
D’Amico, took the reallocation of
funding notion one step further,
stating the city could consider ending its contract with the sheriff’s
department and instead establish its
own police department.
Following a recommendation
from the city’s Public Safety
Commission, council members
requested staff put together a feasibility study to determine what it
would take to create its own community police department.
The notion comes after council
members expressed disdain for
several sheriff’s department
actions, including a lack of
COVID-19 vaccination among
deputies and reports that Sheriff
Alex Villanueva is using a special
unit to target his political enemies.
“We have whistleblowers, we
have people saying things in the
press, we have people talking to us,
we have residents that call and say
they can’t get the right amount of
service,” Erickson said. “I can’t
actually look at someone and say,
‘I know where all $20 million of
your taxpayer dollars is going,’ and
I find that deeply troubling.”
The public has also echoed that
sentiment. In a city public safety
survey conducted from Oct. 26
through Nov. 3, a majority of the
568 respondents ranked their satisfaction with the sheriff’s department’s service lower than in previous years.
When the last survey was conducted in 2016, 77% of respondents ranked the department’s service as “excellent” or “good.” In
2021, that number fell to 49%.
Resident
Zekiah
Wright
expressed support for police offers

“that care about communities,” but
said the current system is not working and should therefore be phased
out.
“We’ve lived in a police state
since the city was founded and find
ourselves still feeling unsafe and
are overwhelmed by the rise of
new challenges,” Wright said.
“Let’s meet these new challenges
with new solutions. The City
Council should activate more community alternatives to policing and
have a bigger vision of what the
city can be to create a better and
safer WeHo.”
In a town hall meeting on Nov.
16, Villanueva said many municipalities began defunding their
police departments at a cost to public safety.
“Why do people defund the
sheriff’s department and deprive
you of law enforcement and sell it
to you like they’re reimagining
public safety? They’re not,” he
said. “They’re not at all. What
they’re doing, is they want to shift
the budget to their friends in the
501cs and the service providers,
and they want to cannibalize the
sheriff’s department budget to do
that.”
He said the department is the
most understaffed sheriff’s department in the nation. The national
average in a metropolitan area is
3.8 law enforcement officers per
1,000 residents, he said. The sheriff’s department’s average is 0.9
deputies per 1,000 residents.
“We could double the size of the
sheriff’s department and we would
not get to 2.0,” he said. “That’s
how under-staffed we are and to
think that we’re being defunded
while we’re that understaffed is
approaching criminal.”
At the City Council meeting,
Mayor Lauren Meister said that
although she is in favor of reallocating some funds to contracted
services, dissolving the sheriff’s
department is not a viable solution.
Aside from the startup costs, she
said the retirement and health care
costs would add great expense to
the city’s budget.
In a document prepared by city
staff, the cost per deputy in West
Hollywood is compared to six
cities that have their own police
department, such as Beverly Hills,
Culver City and Santa Monica.
West Hollywood’s current estimated annual cost per deputy is
$247,480, which is about half the
cost of the other departments.
The Santa Monica Police
Department held the next lowest
cost, with an annual price of
$414,097 per officer. Beverly Hills
has the highest price tag, with an
annual cost of $673,272 per officer.
Meister said if the city takes
away tasks the deputies are not
trained to handle, the department
will be better equipped to respond
to other calls.
“I think if the sheriff’s deputies
are doing what sheriff’s deputies
do best, and not having to be mental health experts, I think that will
be a positive,” she said. “I am not
necessarily on the on the train of,
‘We need to decrease the number
of sheriff's deputies.’”
Erickson said the future of the
city’s public safety is not a solution
that will come overnight. Council
members agreed to receive more
information on how the sheriff’s
department spends its budget and
the feasibility of a city police
department before proceeding.

22 November 18, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Foodware ordinance takes full effect in April
From page 1
is another step forward as we work
together towards a healthier future
that can sustain us all.”
“Larger restaurants in Los
Angeles are now officially partners
in the effort to address the environmental catastrophe caused by the
disposal of millions of pounds of
plastic waste along our beautiful
California coastline,” Krekorian
added. “Their compliance is critical
as we aggressively counter what
has been a major contribution to the
climate crisis, the distribution of
unneeded and unwanted plastic
goods to consumers. These goods
are also sustaining the fading fossil
fuel industry, which is a major contributor to climate change.”
Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District,
spearheaded earlier efforts to ban
plastic straws from being provided
by restaurants unless by request.
That ordinance took effect on Oct.
1, 2019.
“This is another critical step forward for our movement to phase
out single-use plastics, and an
extension of the straws-on-request
ordinance we enacted in 2019,”
said O’Farrell, chairman of the
council’s Energy, Climate Change,
Environmental Justice and Los
Angeles River Committee. “This
ordinance helps both the environment and our economy. By focusing on education and changing people’s behavior, we can achieve sustainable success in the long run.
We’re also helping small businesses, who spend billions of dollars a
year on disposable products.”
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The city of Los Angeles prohibits restaurants from handing out plastic
utensils and foodware unless customers request them.

O’Farrell’s spokesman Dan
Halden said violations of the ordinance will be addressed as administrative infractions, rather than
criminal citations. The L.A.
Sanitation department will launch
an educational campaign this fall
to work with restaurants on compliance. The department will begin
complaint-based enforcement on
May 15, 2022.
Restaurants found to be in violation will receive written warnings
for the first two offenses, and a
$25 fine for a third offense and
each subsequent violation.
Halden said most restaurants

voluntarily complied with the
plastic straws ordinance, and officials expect that will be the case
with new plastic foodware regulations.
Restaurants are encouraged to
use biodegradable food containers
and other alternatives to plastic.
When the plastic straws only by
request ordinance went into effect,
many restaurants switched to
offering paper straws.
The L.A. Sanitation department
has created a hotline for people to
report violations of the ordinance
at (800)773-2489, or they can
email srcrd@lacity.org.

Museum exhibit runs through Jan. 8
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traditionally played at special
events and is an important part of
the Jewish community, Gessler
said. Some of the instruments were
smuggled or given to Jewish musicians interred in concentration
camps. The klezmer music – and
the instruments on which it was
played – became symbols of dignity and normalcy, and brought hope
for the future, Gessler added.
“The violins really tell the story
of the Jewish culture, the story of
survival and the story of resiliency,” she said.
One of the violins was smuggled
by its owner, Abram Merczynski,
into the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp, and later into the
Dachau concentration camp when
he was transferred. Merczynski and

the violin survived, and he later
gifted the instrument to the son of a
family who rented him a room.
Other violins belonged to concentration camp survivors who later
moved to what is now Israel and
performed with the Israeli
Philharmonic, Gessler added.
Another violin featured in the
exhibit belonged to an unidentified
Jewish man in the Netherlands who
gave it to a non-Jewish friend when
the Nazis confiscated valuables
during the Holocaust. Little is
known about the owner, who is presumed to have perished. The friend
buried the violin underground to
keep it safe from the Nazis, and dug
it up after World War II, Gessler
said. The violin symbolizes the
lengths to which people went to

Cedars-Sinai hires neurosurgeon
Spine neurosurgeon Dr. Corey
Walker has been selected to join the
faculty of the Department of
Neurosurgery at Cedars-Sinai. He
comes to Cedars-Sinai from the
Barrow Neurological Institute in
Phoenix, where he distinguished
himself in the surgical treatment of
spinal disorders.
“Dr. Walker joins our expert
team of spine faculty neurosurgeons – Drs. Tiffany Perry, Alex
Tuchman and Lindsey Ross – who
have collaborated with their orthopedic colleagues to elevate the
Cedars-Sinai Spine Center to
international prominence,” said Dr.
Keith Black, chair of the
Department of Neurosurgery and
holder of the Ruth and Lawrence
Harvey Chair in Neuroscience at

Cedars-Sinai. “He is a leader in the
minimally invasive correction of
complex spinal deformities using
next-generation robotics and navigation technologies.”
The spine center’s team is
focused on the evaluation and management of surgical and nonsurgical patients with spinal disorders
and other orthopedic conditions.
Along with the surgical team, pain
specialists provide diagnostic and
therapeutic interventions that can
be attempted prior to surgical procedures.
Walker specializes in the surgical
correction of multiple spinal disorders, including complex spinal
deformities, scoliosis, spinal cord
injury and fractures, spinal tumors,
sciatica and back and neck pain.

preserve Jewish culture and identity, she added.
The opening performance on
Nov. 21 will include a historical
presentation by Susanne Reyto,
chair of Violins of Hope Los
Angeles County, and remarks by
Kean. It will be held at the museum,
located at 100 The Grove Drive in
Pan Pacific Park. Reservations are
required by visiting holocaustmuseumla.ticketleap.com/violins-ofhope/details.
The “Violins of Hope” exhibit
will remain open through Jan. 8.
“We are really very excited to
begin such an important exhibition,” Gessler added. “We want the
public to learn from the instruments
and see how music has the power to
heal and inspire hope in humanity.”
Using minimally invasive techniques, he is able to preserve muscle function, enhance recovery and
reduce opioid consumption.
He has published more than 50
papers in peer-reviewed journals,
written 10 textbook chapters and
received several major awards,
including the 2018 North American
Spine Society Resident and Fellow
Research Award.
Walker attended medical school
at the University of Rochester
School of Medicine and graduated
with a distinction in research. At the
Barrow Neurological Institute,
where he completed his residency,
he also completed fellowships in
complex and minimally invasive
spine pathologies. He completed
orthopedic spinal fellowship training at Scripps Clinic in San Diego
through the San Diego Spine
Foundation.

District decares ‘drought emergency’
The Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California has declared
a “drought emergency” in the
region and gave recommendations
for conservation and financial
incentives to reduce water use.
In response, the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power
has asked its customers to remain
vigilant in their water conservation
efforts.
Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, noted that
the declaration’s timing followed
the international community’s inaction on climate change at the
Glasgow COP26 Climate Summit.
“While they go, in the words of
Greta Thunberg, ‘Blah, blah, blah,’
we must address our local drought
and extreme heat emergencies,” he
said. “As we work to conserve
water to protect against the drought,
we must continue to water our trees
to protect against the heat.”
LADWP receives a large portion
of its water purchased from MWD
– an average of 41% from 2016 to
2020 – which comes from the State
Water Project via the California
Aqueduct, as well as the Colorado
River system via the Colorado
River Aqueduct.
On the state level, California is in
its second consecutive year of dry
conditions, with 2021 being the
second driest water year in the
state’s recorded history. Gov. Gavin
Newsom issued a proclamation in
October expanding the state’s
drought emergency to Los Angeles
County along with seven other
counties that had previously been
excluded.
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell,
13th District, said the declaration
reinforced the city’s need to curb
water use.
“While Los Angeles is leading
the entire state and nation in local
water conservation efforts, we all
must do more,” he said. “Today’s
joint report from the LADWP and

Bill may increase
oil spill penalties
U.S. Rep. Ted Lieu on Nov. 10
introduced legislation to increase
civil and criminal penalties for oil
spills along with Reps. Julia
Brownley, Alan Lowenthal, Mike
Levin and Katie Porter (all DCalif.)
The Increasing Penalties for
Offshore Polluters Act would
remove caps for civil penalties on
offshore drilling violations and
double all fines and potential prison
time for criminal penalties.
The
legislation
follows
October’s Huntington Beach oil
spill, which was estimated to have
spread more than 126,000 gallons
of crude oil into the Pacific coastline. In October, Lieu and
Brownley, co-chairs of the
California Coastal Caucus, called
for a ban on off-shore drilling.

Answers From Page 23

the MWD makes clear the devastating impact of climate change in
California – low rainfall and high
heat days – while focusing on steps
that each one of us can take. The
realities of climate change are real,
and we all need to do our part.”
Since 2009, LADWP has
remained at Phase 2 of the city’s
Water Conservation Ordinance,
limiting outdoor watering with
sprinklers to three days a week.
To help customers save water and
reduce their water bills, LADWP
offers rebates and incentive programs that encourage water use
efficiency.
For
information,
visit
ladwp.com/save.
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
SUMMONS
State of California,
Los Angeles Superior Court
Stanley Mosk Courthouse, 111 N.
Hill St., Los Angeles, CA 90112
Case No. 21STCV18794
Assigned to Hon. Maurice Leiter,
Dept. 54
Notice to Defendant: Vernon Healthcare Center; Vernon Healthcare
Center, LLC dba Vernon Healthcare
Center; Rockport Administrative Services, LLC; Brius Management Co.;
SHLOMO RECHNITZ; and DOES 1
through 60, inclusive
You are Being Sued by Plaintiff:
Debra Ann Blackmon, in and
through her Guardian ad Litem,
Latasha Bracks
NOTICE! You have been sued. The
court may decide against you without
your being heard unless you respond
within 30 days. Read the information
below. You have 30 CALENDAR
DAYS after this summons and legal
papers are served on you to file a
written response at this court and have
a copy served on the plaintiff. A letter
or phone call will not protect you. Your
written response must be in proper
legal form if you want the court to hear
your case. There may be a court form
that you can use for your response.
You can find these court forms and
more information at the California
Courts Online Self-Help Center
(www.couffinfo.ca.govlselfhelp), your
county law library, or the courthouse
nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form. If you do not file your response on time, you may lose the case
by default, and your wages, money,
and property may be taken without
further warning from the court. There
are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If
you do not know an attorney, you may
want to call an attorney referral service, If you cannot afford an attorney,
you may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit legal services
program. You can locate these nonprofit groups at the California I egal
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online Self-Help Center
(www.courlinfo.ca.govlselfhelp), or by
contacting your local court or county
bar association. NOTE: The court has
a statutory lien for waived fees and
costs on any settlement or arbitration
award of $ 10,000 or more in a civil
case, The court's lien must be paid before the court will dismiss the case.
The name, address, and telephone
number of plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff
without attorney is: Lisa Trinh Flint,
Esq. (SBN 243468), Moran Law, 5
Hutton Centre Drive, Suite 1050,
Santa Ana, CA 92707, (714)-549-0333
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED:
You are served as an individual defendant by BEVERLY PRESS AND PARK
LABREA NEWS. Publish Dates: November 11, 2021; November 18, 2021;
November 25, 2021; and December 2,
2021.
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Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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Looking for an experienced office assistant to join our team! The Beverly Press
and Park Labrea News are well-established weekly newspapers covering
hard news for Beverly Hills, West
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles.
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UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
s
Price

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

To our new readers:

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past 3 weeks.
To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!
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Ways to subscribe

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

as seen on YouTube!

HELLP WANTED
West Hollywood, CA – Malom
Consulting Corp seeks a Junior
Accountant to prepare, examine,
analyze accounting records to
assess accuracy, completeness
and conformance to procedural
standards based on international &
American accounting & tax practices & regulations. BS in accounting, foreign equivalent acceptable
+ 1 y. exp. accounting clerk/junior
accountant. Must show theoretical
knowledge of international taxation. Send resumes to B. Uzzan,
Job#995, 8788 Shoreham Drive,
Unit 11, West Hollywood, CA
90069 or email:
contact@malomconsulting.com

World Famous Deli
is looking for:

LINE COOKS

part time
full time
2 years experience
required
Call Marc
(323)839-4447

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Baby blues
5. Austin time
8. West Coast sch.
12. Catamaran
13. Not settled
15. Part of the neck
16. “___ happy for you!”
17. “Chicago” star
18. Alternatives to 401(k)s
19. Seasoning preparation equipment
22. Roman three
23. Sevilla cheer
24. Bringing a civil action
28. Place for the self-serving
34. Story start
35. Brave person
36. Econ. statistic
37. They stole some seasonings?
42. Suggestion
43. Very narrow shoe designation
44. Manitoba Indian
45. Non-union workplaces
48. Bequeaths
49. Parcel
50. Check
52. Admirable one, metaphorically
60. Scope
61. Church singing group
62. Entice
64. Commerce treaty starting 1947
65. Shrewd

66. Itself: Lat.
67. In addition
68. Thanks, for short
69. Fill
Down

1. Oriental tie
2. Walkaway
3. HQ
4. Station
5. Father
6. Told in verse
7. Cake layer
8. Working
9. Lady who breaks glass ceilings
10. On ___ with (equal to)
11. Not as many
13. At no cost, in Germany
14. The gods, to Cicero
20. Kind of iron
21. Having a bad game
24. ___ voce
25. Square
26. Hail
27. Residual
29. Tons
30. Mo. celebrating black history
31. Pitcher’s stat.
32. Silicon Valley giant
33. Church sections
38. Must
39. Cry of disgust

40. Warhol subject
41. Seventh-century date
46. Jot down
47. Mugs
48. Ring org.
51. Exquisite
52. Herb with roast chicken
53. Sea that’s lost over 75% of its surface
area
54. Org. that regulates the airwaves
55. The one over there

56. Forewarn
57. Baseball stats
58. Spanish snack
59. H.S. subject
63. Little piggie

answers on page 22
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