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School board fills vacancy WeHo approves nation’s highest wage
n Former student board member appointed

n City’s proposal

By AAron Blevins

may set minimum
wage at $17.64

The Beverly Hills Unified School
District Board of Education voted
unanimously Nov. 9 to fill its vacant
seat with Gabriel Halimi, a former
student board member who served
during the 1999-2000 school year.
After the resignation of Vice
President Tristen Walker-Shuman in
September, the board voted to
appoint a new board member – as
opposed to holding a special election
– and received 20 applications,
which it then narrowed down to
seven on Oct. 19.
“I’d just like to say welcome to
Gabe Halimi, and we really look forward to being a board of five,”
newly-appointed Vice President
Mary Wells said. “We have some
good times ahead.”
The school board had until Nov.
21 to appoint a new board member,
or a special election would have

By Brynn mechem
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Gabriel Halimi

ensued at the district’s expense.
Halimi will serve through
November 2022, when the next regularly scheduled election will be
held.
However, the public may still petition
Los Angeles
County
Superintendent of Schools Debra
See Board page 21

New boundaries remove
neighborhoods from 4th
n City Council holds

redistricting public
hearing Nov. 23
By edwin folven
The Los Angeles City Council
is considering new council district
boundaries after a redistricting
map was approved on Nov. 9.
During a Nov. 5 meeting, the
council’s Ad Hoc Committee on
Redistricting voted to move forward with a hybrid map that
included many of the recommendations from an independent
redistricting commission combined with minor alterations to the

current council district boundaries. The council plans to take a
final vote on the map on Dec. 1.
At the Ad Hoc Committee on
Redistricting last Friday, none of
the other six members of the committee seconded a proposal by
Councilwoman Nithya Raman,
4th District, to consider a different
map that would have kept
Hancock Park, the Miracle Mile
and Park La Brea in her district,
and the motion failed.
The map approved by the city
council on Nov. 9 largely places
the 4th District’s boundary along
the southern portion of the
Hollywood Hills. The district
See Committee page 22

Proposed
Council District 5
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A new map of the Los Angeles City Council’s 5th District shows how
it would extend east to include the Miracle Mile and Hancock Park.

The West Hollywood City
Council approved a draft ordinance
on Nov. 3 that would boost citywide pay to the highest hourly rate
in the country as soon as January.
If approved after its second reading, the ordinance will increase the
city’s minimum wage to $17.64,
surpassing the city of Emeryville,
California, which previously had
the highest minimum wage at
$17.13 an hour.
Since the decision, many residents have applauded the ordinance, stating it will help combat
the losses brought on by the pandemic and help employees afford
to live within the city in which they
work.
Sandra Pellecer, a single mom
who immigrated from Guatemala
19 years ago, said she often struggled to make ends meet working as
a cook in hotels over the past 16
years. After she saw increased
salaries for hotel workers in Santa
Monica and L.A., she requested the
same from her employer to no
avail.
“Anytime I would ask my
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Kenny Tashman, owner of Tashman Home Center on Santa Monica
Boulevard, said he’s concerned about having to raise prices to cover
increased wages.

employer in WeHo for a raise,
they would always say, ‘We’re not
L.A.,’” Pellecer said. “I’m glad
we have finally been able to pass a
better minimum wage here and
I’m proud to know it is the highest
in the country. I’m glad the city
listened to the voice of workers
like myself so that we can afford
to live where we work.”
The ordinance will take effect
on Jan. 1, 2022, for hotel workers,
bringing their wage into alignment
with the cities of Los Angeles and

Santa Monica, which implemented the same hotel worker wage in
July.
The city’s current minimum
wage ranges between $13 and $14
an hour, depending on the number
of employees in each business.
Wages will increase to $15.50
an hour in January for large businesses — those with 50 or more
employees — and $15 for small
businesses. The businesses will
increase wages every six months
See Wage page 21

Canyon proposal has a mountain to climb
n Bulgari Resort L.A.

faces opposition in
approval process
By AAron Blevins
A revised attempt to build a luxury resort in Benedict Canyon continues to draw backlash from residents and city officials as it aims to
bring commercial development to
the Santa Monica Mountains.
In October, Bulgari Hotels &
Resorts announced that it had
reached an agreement with owner
and developer Gary Safady to build
the Bulgari Resort Los Angeles,
which would offer 58 rooms and
suites, eight private estates, a
Bulgari Il Ristorante, as well as a
spa, gym, cinema and sushi bar.
However, many residents in the
proposed project area are vehemently opposed to the proposal. Bel
Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood
Council Planning and Land Use
Committee chairman Robert
Schlesinger said the opposition is
substantial.
“The neighborhood council covers a total of 27,000 residents …
and we are all against it,” he said.
The project was originally pro-
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The proposed luxury resort at 9704-9712 W. Oak Pass Road in Benedict
Canyon has created a lot of opposition.

posed in 2018 and branded as The
Retreat at Benedict Canyon,
according to Los Angeles
Department of City Planning documents. Developers sought the construction of a 99-room boutique
hotel and residential estates at the
time.
Schlesinger said the new iteration
of the project has not quieted residents’ concerns, as they are
opposed to any commercialization
of Benedict Canyon.

“There isn’t anybody who’s in
favor of it except for the
Bulgari/Safady people themselves,” he said. “They’re trying to
change this community.”
Residents’ opposition is multifaceted. For one, the project’s
approval could set a precedent,
Schlesinger said.
“If that project were to go
through, from Griffith Park to the
Pacific Ocean, every canyon would
See Resort page 22
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Cinelounge film
festival

Cinelounge Theatres is holding its
International Film Festival from
Thursday, Nov. 11, through Sunday,
Nov. 14. The festival features avantgarde, narrative and documentary
features, domestic and international
films, and shorts from up-and-coming filmmakers. The opening night
movie will be “Abar: The First
Black Superman” on Nov. 11 at 7:45
p.m. at Cinelounge Outdoors. The
film’s star, Tobar Mayo, will appear
at the screening. Dozens of additional films will be shown during
the festival at Cinelounge Outdoors,
1625 N. Las Palmas Ave., and
Cinelounge Sunset, 6464 Sunset
Blvd. Admission is free to all
screenings. For information and a
schedule, call (323)924-1644, or
visit cineloungehollywood.com.

Beverly Hills
Chamber

Join the Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce for its November
Networking Breakfast on Friday,
Nov. 12, from 8:30-10 a.m. at the
L’Ermitage Hotel. Meet chamber
members, local professionals and
community leaders to collaborate,
increase business and learn about
events in Beverly Hills. Admission
is $30 for chamber members, $45
for nonmembers. Registration
required. 9291 Burton Way. members.beverlyhillschamber.com.

LA Phil

Classical music fans won’t want to
miss the LA Philharmonic performing the music of Mozart and Ravel
on Friday, Nov. 12, at 11 a.m.;
Saturday, Nov. 13, at 2 p.m.; and
Sunday, Nov. 14, at 2 p.m. at the
Walt Disney Concert Hall.
Conductor Matthias Pintscher will
lead the LA Phil with guest pianist
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CALENDAR
Sunwook Kim.
The
concert
includes
three
Ravel works from
different periods
of the composer’s
life showcasing
the diversity of
his music. Kim will join the LA Phil
for Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 21.
Tickets start at $63. 111 S. Grand
Ave. laphil.com.

‘Blues In
The Night’

Ebony Repertory Theatre presents
the musical “Blues In The Night”
running from Friday, Nov. 12,
through Sunday, Dec. 5, at the Nate
Holden Performing Arts Center.
Conceived by Sheldon Epps, the
production stars Vivian Reed,
Clinton Derricks-Carroll, Karole
Foreman and Jenna Gillespie Byrd.
Set in 1948 in a Chicago hotel, the
production’s interwoven stories
evoke the misery and humor of life,
love and the determination to do
more than just survive. It includes
songs by Bessie Smith, Duke
Ellington, Johnny Mercer, Alberta
Hunter, Harold Arlen, Jimmy Cox
and Ida Cox. Showtimes are 8 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday; 3 p.m.,
Sunday. Tickets for a Nov. 12 preview are $25 and start at $40 for
regular performances. 4718 W.
Washington Blvd. (323)964-9766,
ebonyrep.org.

Culinary history

The Culinary Historians of Southern
California presents “Baking 101: My
Roundabout Route to a Career” with
author, teacher and journalist Robert
Wemischner on Saturday, Nov. 13, at
10:30 a.m., via Zoom. Author of four
books, Wemischner will recount his
somewhat unorthodox journey in
food and writing from 1970 through
the present day. He will also discuss
baking trends and the world of ingre-

dients available in the culinary paradise of Los Angeles. Admission is
free but reservations are required.
eventbrite.com/e/robert-wemischnerbaking-101-my-roundabout-route-toa-career-tickets-197504831267.

Verdi Chorus

Artistic director Anne Marie
Ketchum will lead the Verdi Chorus
in performances on Saturday, Nov.
13, at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, Nov.
14, at 2 p.m. at the First
Presbyterian Church in Santa
Monica. The program will feature
selections from Verdi’s “Aida,”
Purcell’s “Dido and Aeneas,”
Puccini’s “Madama Butterfly,”
Boito’s “Mefistofele,” Bizet’s
“Carmen” and
L e o n c a v a l l o ’s
“Pagliacci.” The
guest soloists are
soprano Shana
Blake
Hill,
mezzo-soprano
Audrey Babcock,
tenor Alex Boyer
and baritone Roberto Perlas Gómez.
Tickets start at $30. 1220 Second St.
verdichorus.org.

Photography
of Africa

The Fowler Museum at UCLA will
welcome Sandrine Colard, an independent curator and scholar of
African art history, for an online program inspired by the photography of
Jacques Toussele, Joseph Chila and
Samuel Finlak on Monday, Nov. 15,
at noon. The program coincides with
the exhibit “Photo Cameroon: Studio
Portraiture 1970-1990s.” Colard will
draw on her extensive research in
African photography to discuss the
medium on the African continent,
especially in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. Admission is
free. eventbrite.com/e/lunch-learnsandrine-colard-on-photo-cameroontickets-186304440597.

O’Farrell celebrates Native
American contributions
Los Angeles City Council
President Pro Tempore Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, and the Los
Angeles City/County Native
American Indian Commission are
holding a virtual Native American
Heritage Month celebration on
Saturday, Nov. 13, at 11 a.m. on
Facebook.
Advocates Tracy M. Ball, Angie
Dorame Behrns and Tazbah Rose
Chavez will be honored for helping
Native Americans reclaim their past
and correct false narratives.
O’Farrell, who is a member of the
Wyandotte Nation, said the event
will also recognize the sacrifices
made by indigenous people and

reflect on their
contributions.
The
City
Council on Nov.
3 approved the
Indigenous LAnd
Initiative, a package of legislation
introduced
by Councilman
Mitch
O’Farrell
to
O’Farrell
address the city’s
past and transform its policies moving forward
with regards to indigenous Native
Americans.
To view the program, visit facebook.com/aicommission.
book.com/aicommission.

Beverly Hills recognizes
Sanford with civility award
In support of Civility Month in
Beverly Hills, the Beverly Hills City
Council and the Human Relations
Commission presented Beverly Hills
resident and neighbor relations advocate Thomas Sanford with the 10th
annual Embrace Civility Award on
Oct. 26.
“This year, the commission has
made an excellent choice in selecting
a wonderful, very deserving honoree
who has inspired the Beverly Hills
community with his kindness and
passion for our city as a resident,”
Mayor Robert Wunderlich said.
The
Human
Relations
Commission promotes civility and
positive human relations in all
aspects of community life. The
Embrace Civility Award was established by the Human Relations
Commission in 2010 to honor
unsung heroes in Beverly Hills who
give and never expect any recognition in return.
“Tom embodies exactly what this
award is about,” Human Relations
Commission Chair Ori Blumenfeld

said. “He is a wonderful role model
of positive behavior, takes a stand
supporting respect
and responsible
actions and promotes
positive
neighbor-to-neighThomas
bor relations.”
Sanford
Sanford is a
U.S. Navy veteran and former
police officer who works as a private estate security director. Beverly
Hills Police Department officer
Alex Duncan nominated Sanford.
“This award is well deserved. As
you know, Beverly Hills is a tightknit community and Tom goes out
of his way to develop good neighbor interactions and lasting relationships,” Duncan said. “He is a
great neighbor to the police department and has been an advocate in
promoting strong police and community relations.”
For information, call (310)285100, or visit beverlyhills.org/hrc.

OUR NEIGHBORHOOD TO DO LIST!
Infrastructure Repairs: Streets, Sidewalks and ADA/HPOZ Curbs:
Continue to advocate for our neighborhood and work with the city for
infrastructure repairs. Concrete reduces the heat island effect and toxic
tar slurry fumes caused by asphalt.
Concrete lasts decades making it
truly cost-effective material and climate friendly. Many of our streets
have not been repaired for 80 to 100
years. Our HPOZ requires we repair
our historic streets in concrete.
Traffic Safety Modifications:
Advocate for the installation of speed and safety mitigations at Beverly
and 3rd Street and possible turn lane modifications at Highland and
Beverly which have reported numerous serious accidents. Work with
our adjacent neighborhoods to the West on slowing traffic along 6th
Street. Advocating traffic calming and reducing cut through traffic on
all residential streets. Advocate our strong community opposition to
the possible installation of bike lights and restricted turns on 4th St at
Highland and Rossmore.
Master Tree Plan: Parkway tree replacement and preservation of our
mature trees. Our parkway help stop climate change by removing
carbon dioxide from the air, providing shade, cooling the air, and
reducing the need for energy zapping air conditioners. The HPHOA
pays for our tree planting program with donations and dues. Please let
us know if you need a tree!
Historic Highland Median: Ensure maintenance, trash removal and
irrigation. Continue to work with the city to enforce City laws and
please remove illegal vendors who are a growing safety and security
concern along the Median especially at dangerous intersections.
Safety and Security: Support our new Wilshire Division leadership.
Hancock Park consistently rates as one of the highest burglary rates
per capita in Los Angeles. The area relies on the LAPD Wilshire
division to provide security and protection to our residents’ homes and
businesses. Enforcement of health and safety standards, including the
problems that have existed for an extended period: Burned- out derelict
house at 252 S. June Street that had been noticed for demolition and
derelict house at 181 S McCadden Place- where owners have been
allowed the property to become a health and safety hazard.
Land Use and Zoning: Continue to update residents on all important
issues that have direct impact on our neighborhood i.e., SB9 and SB10
A new ordinance is being created and will be presented to City Council
before December 31st., in the hopes that guidelines will be adopted as
to how SB 9 and SB 10 will be implemented in Los Angeles. Continue
to monitor TOC projects being proposed in our area to assess and
mitigate impacts. Continue to request LADBS and BSS enforcement
of all illegal uses on all properties in violation of Building and Safety
laws.
Please see our website at www.HancockPark.org!
Join a committee! Come to a Zoom Meeting!
Participate! We are all volunteers!
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Practice makes perfect at Cedars-Sinai
n Beverly Hills students

‘operate’ at Women’s
Guild Simulation Center
By aaron Blevins
Almost like a modern-day version of “Operation,” Beverly Hills
High School students have been
receiving medical training from
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center professionals in the hospital system’s
high-tech simulation center.
The Women’s Guild Simulation
Center for Advanced Clinical
Skills’ training environment imitates “highly-realistic situations”
that complement the students’ cur-

riculum, connecting the theories in
their lessons with actual practice on
human robots.
“[The robots] have pulses. They
breathe,” said Russell MetcalfeSmith, the center’s director. “You
can do surgery on them. You can
resuscitate them. You can deliver
babies from them. Literally, it’s like
we have robots that emulate human
beings.”
He said the 10,000-square foot
center is generally used for health
care workers or those aspiring to
work in health care. However,
Cedars-Sinai has offered schoolrelated programs for six or seven
years.
The scene is like a typical hospi-

Center offers drive-thru vaccinations
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center’s
COVID-19 vaccine drive-thru is
open to children ages 5 and older
following the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration authorization and
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention recommendation that
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is
safe and effective for children.
The CDC reported that, similar
to the benefits for adults, the
COVID-19 vaccine is effective at
protecting children from serious
illness and hospitalization from
COVID-19.
Like adults, a child who is
infected can transmit the coronavirus to others, even if they have
mild symptoms.
More than 700 children 18 and
younger have died in the United
States from COVID-19 since the

start of the pandemic. Soni said
196 of those children were five to
11 years old. Although COVID-19
infection is often milder in children
than adults, some children can
develop severe lung infections,
become very sick and require hospitalization. This is especially true
of those infected by the Delta
strain.
The vaccines given to children
contain one-third of the dose given
to adults. The vaccine requires two
shots 21 days apart, and can be coadministered with other routine
childhood immunizations.
The vaccine is available for children 5 and older by appointment
only at Cedars-Sinai, 8700 Beverly
Blvd. To schedule an appointment,
call (855)427-5465, or visit mycslink.org and myturn.ca.gov.

tal setting: operating rooms, intensive care unit rooms, obstetric
rooms, trauma rooms and most of
the accompanying equipment.
“It’s like a flight simulator for
health care,” Metcalfe-Smith said.
“Just like an airline pilot – you’d
never expect them to get into a
plane and fly it for the first time
with people on board.”
Thus far, the experience has been
invaluable for Beverly Hills High
School students, although the pandemic put the program on hold temporarily. The partnership with
Cedars is three years old, but this
school year will be students’ first
full year of training at the center.
“It’s very hands-on. It’s very reallife experience,” said Dustin
Seemann, Beverly Hills Unified
School District’s assistant superintendent of education services. “The
kids really enjoyed it and walked
away with a lot of really great experiences.”
The training is part of the high
school’s three-year Medical Science
Academy curriculum. Previously,
some students received internships
or part-time jobs for experience in
the field, Seemann said. But the district wanted students to receive
more real-world training, he said.
Seemann and the program’s
teacher, Colleen Lynch, visited the
center and witnessed what their students would eventually be doing.
From there, the district and medical
center worked together on “aligning our units of study,” Seemann
said.
On Oct. 28, participating students received an introduction to
the operating room and lessons on
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Beverly Hills High School students operate on life-like robots as part of
the school’s partnership with the Women’s Guild Simulation Center for
Advanced Clinical Skills.

airway management. After their
day in the simulation center, they
spent time in the classroom reflecting on the lessons and preparing for
the next training day, which will be
Dec. 2.
Metcalfe-Smith said CedarsSinai benefits from the partnership
as well. While the school district
pays for the service, hospital staff
members enjoy introducing young
people to the world of health care,
he said.
“I think we’ve inspired a lot of
kids to really dream about what
they might want to do in the
future,” Metcalfe-Smith said.
Although the center has hosted
students from all over Los Angeles,
Beverly Hills is the first school district to weave the training into its
curriculum, he said.
The students are using expensive,

state-of-the-art equipment, as
Metcalfe-Smith said some devices
cost $2 million each.
“There’s a lot of expense in doing
this, but I think the benefits of
engaging kids at a young age and
inspiring them to consider what
they’re doing and considering a
field in health care is something
that we’ve done from day one, and
it’s certainly part of the simulation
center’s mission to educate and
engage as many people as we possibly can,” he added.
The partnership is seemingly a
win-win, with the district also
accomplishing its goal of offering
elective courses “with a purpose,”
Seemann said.
“And being able to have access to
where the actual doctors are learning and training together is excellent,” he added.
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Man arrested in Indiana for murder on subway LAPD issues warning about
follow-home robberies

By Edwin FolvEn

A 23-year-old man from Indiana
was arrested on Nov. 4 and charged
for the murder of a woman in
October on a Metro Red Line subway train in Hollywood.
Police identified the suspect as
Andre Dunlap, who they said was
homeless and staying in Los
Angeles when the homicide
occurred on Oct. 10. Dunlap was
arrested at 1:45 p.m. on Nov. 4 in
South Bend, Indiana, where he fled
after the homicide, police said.
Dunlap was originally from
Indiana, police added.
The Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office charged Dunlap
with the murder of Danielle
Harlemon, 28, who was shot and
killed at approximately 5:10 a.m.
on Oct. 10 on a subway train passing through Hollywood. The train
stopped at the Hollywood/Vine
station after the shooting and the
suspect fled. Witnesses called 911
and Harlemon was taken to a hospital, where she was pronounced
dead.
Police did not provide details
about the motive for the shooting.
Witnesses told authorities that the
suspect appeared agitated and
allegedly argued with the victim
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Security camera footage shows images of the alleged homicide suspect
on the subway train.

before shooting her. Investigators
released multiple security camera
images of the suspect. They did not
divulge how they identified and
located him.
“There are a lot of things about
the investigation that we don’t
want to give out right now because
the case is active,” said Detective
Sean Kinchla, with the Los
Angeles Police Department’s West
Bureau Homicide Unit. “In all of
our investigations, we spend a lot
of time talking to witnesses and
doing video canvassing. The
[detectives] did exceptional work.

A lot of people don’t understand
how much work goes into something like this.”
The Los Angeles Police
Department worked with the FBI
in Indianapolis and police in South
Bend to arrest Dunlap. He is being
held on $2.08 million bail, and the
District Attorney’s Office was in
the process of extraditing him to
Los Angeles this week, Kinchla
added.
Anyone with further information
is urged to call detectives with the
LAPD’s West Bureau Homicide
Unit at (213)382-9470.

Police seek driver in fatal hit-and-run collision

Detectives from the Los Angeles
Police Department’s West Traffic
Division are searching for a driver
involved in a fatal hit-and-run traffic collision on Nov. 4.
Police believe a vehicle was traveling east on Sunset Boulevard near
Allenford Avenue at approximately
7:50 p.m. when it struck a pedestrian. The driver fled the scene. The
collision occurred on a stretch of

Sunset Boulevard in the Brentwood
area
The victim was taken to a hospital, where he was pronounced dead.
The victim was identified as 22year-old Dev Singh, who had been
reported missing by family members on Nov. 3.
A reward of up to $50,000 is
available for information leading to
an arrest and conviction in fatal hit-

Program helps people suffering
from mental health disorders
The Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors has approved a motion
instructing the Los Angeles County
Department of Mental Health to initiate Hollywood 2.0, a program to
address mental health by adding services. Hollywood 2.0 will use a holistic approach to treating people
impacted by mental illnesses, including those experiencing homelessness.
The pilot program will be funded
through a $116 million Mental

Health Services Act innovation
grant. New programs planned
include a community mental health
center, urgent care center, peer
respite center and crisis residential
program.
The LACDMH will report back in
90 days on efforts to hire program
staff, establish a stakeholder engagement process and identify resource
needs. For information, visit
dmh.lacounty.gov.

Rainy
Season
is on the wa
y!
Call Now!

Full Serivce
Residential
and
Commercial
Roofer
Locally owned & operated since 1925.
• Leak specialist • Senior Discounts
• Free estimates

1015 N. Gower St. • Hollywood
(323)469-2981
www.supremeroofing.com

and-run cases.
Anyone with information is
urged to call detectives at (213)4730234.

The Los Angeles Police
Department’s
RobberyHomicide Division is warning
the public about an ongoing
crime trend in which suspects
target victims at different places
throughout the city, follow them
home and rob them.
Victims have been followed
from the Melrose District and the
Jewelry District downtown, as
well as nightclubs and expensive
restaurants throughout Los
Angeles. The suspects have targeted victims for expensive jewelry such as watches and necklaces, as well as luxury purses.
Victims have also been targeted
because they are driving expensive vehicles, police said. The
crimes are being committed by
numerous different suspects.

Members of the public are
encouraged to be aware of their
surroundings and look for anything unusual, particularly when
parking and exiting a vehicle.
People are also encouraged to be
aware as they leave restaurants,
nightclubs, stores and malls.
Authorities said people should
be cautious about displaying
expensive property in public,
such as purses, watches and jewelry. Record and report suspicious activity to the police. If a
driver suspects they are being followed, call 911 and if possible,
drive to the nearest police station.
For information, call the
Robbery-Homicide Division’s
Robbery Special Section at
(213)486 6840, or visit lapdonline.org.

Sheriff plans town hall in WeHo
The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department is holding a town hall
community conversation with
Sheriff Alex Villanueva on Tuesday,
Nov. 16, from 6-8 p.m. at the 1 Hotel
West Hollywood, 8490 W. Sunset
Blvd.
West Hollywood residents and
business owners are invited to join
Villanueva for an evening of information and dialogue on public safety
concerns. The event, which is part of
a series of community meetings the

sheriff is holding throughout the
county, will also be livestreamed at
face-book.com/westhollywoodsheriffsstation. The public can submit
questions for the sheriff by emailing
sibept@lasd.org.
The West Hollywood City
Council is planning to consider public safety measures at its meeting on
Nov. 15. They include plans for
improving the safety and well-being
of residents and community members. For information, visit weho.org.
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Project slowly moves forward on Wilshire
By edwin folven
The Staples store at 5407 Wilshire
Blvd., two blocks west of La Brea
Avenue, will close at the end of the
week after the company opened a
new location in the Miracle Mile at
5665 Wilshire Blvd.
The building at 5407 Wilshire
Blvd. is at the site of a proposed 42story, $500-million mixed-use
development called the Mirabel,
which will soon undergo an environmental impact review with the Los
Angeles Department of City
Planning.
The property’s owner, Walter N.
Marks III, said the building housing
the Staples store and another adjacent space formerly occupied by
Wilshire Beauty will remain vacant
while the Mirabel project makes its
way through the EIR process, which
could take a year or longer. Marks
said he will soon open the lots
behind the buildings for monthly
paid parking while the project is
under review.
“We have owned the Staples
building since 1968 and Staples
went in there in 1990,” Marks said.
“They opened up a new store down
the street and will be closing the
store [at 5407 Wilshire Blvd.].”
The Mirabel is proposed to offer
348 housing units, including 38
affordable units, above approximately 10,200 square feet of
ground-floor retail space. Marks
said the project has been in the
works for six years.
The Mirabel is a by-right project,
meaning the proposal is within what
is allowed under current zoning for
the parcel. The planning department

asked for an EIR to consider potential impacts. The public can provide
input during the EIR process, which
Marks said is expected to begin
before the end of the year. The Los
Angeles Planning Commission will
make a final decision after the EIR
process is finished. The planning
commission has the final vote on the
project unless it is appealed, in
which case the project will go before
the Los Angeles City Council for
consideration.
Marks said the building will provide many benefits for the Miracle
Mile community, including housing
and new commercial amenities. It
would be located two blocks from
the Purple Line’s Wilshire/La Brea
subway station, which is scheduled
to open in 2024.
In August 2020, the Mid City
West Community Council voted to
support the Mirabel project. The
Greater Miracle Mile Chamber of
Commerce has also backed the
development.
“I am very supportive of Wally’s
project,” Greater Miracle Mile
Chamber of Commerce president
Steve Kramer said. “I think it’s a
project that is being built where it
should be built – immediately adjacent to a major transit center.”
A group called the Miracle Mile
Coalition is opposed to the project
and has launched a petition on
change.org. The group and the 1,328
people who signed the petition as of
Nov. 9 believe the project does not
contain enough affordable housing
and would “destroy” the Miracle
Mile.
Greg Goldin, president of the
Miracle
Mile
Residential

rendering courtesy of Walter N. Marks Inc.

The Mirabel would be a 42-story
mixed-use building.

Association, said the organization
has been monitoring the project and
will weigh in as the EIR process
moves forward.
“We are kind of in a wait-and-see
mode about the project,” Goldin
said. “We have met with Wally and
looked at the project in its present
configuration. We are, of course,
very much aware of the concerns
voiced by people in the neighborhoods to the north of Wilshire
Boulevard, including the shading
issue of a tall tower looming over a
predominantly two-story neighborhood. I think the MMRA’s view is
we haven’t had a chance to sit down
with all of the people who are affected and see what their concerns are,
and see if they are the same concerns
we have. What role exactly we can
play, I don’t know.”

Hospital hosts vaccination clinic
Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles on Nov. 3 hosted a vaccination clinic for children aged 5
to 11, an event that hospital officials described as a “critical milestone in our collective journey to
regional, national and worldwide
health.”
During the event, a patient’s
mother, Colette, spoke on the
importance of vaccinating her
son, Ari, and daughter, Alahna.
“Ari has a pre-existing condition; he’s Type 1 diabetic,”
Colette said. “We knew we had
to be extra cautious during the
pandemic to make sure our family household stayed clear. It was
important for us to take this leap
of faith and let the science support our desire to make sure they
were safe.”
CHLA President and CEO
Paul S. Viviano celebrated the
event and praised the families
that participated.
“The last 20 months have
required us to come together and
navigate a difficult journey with
grit and determination,” he said.
“I am thrilled that we can build
more healthier futures by offering this vaccine to younger children.”
The hospital invited families to
strengthen their immunity by
registering their children for the
vaccine on MyTurn.ca.gov.
“Since COVID-19 arrived in
early 2020, we have been eagerly
awaiting the opportunity to protect our young children and our
communities with a vaccine, by
far the most effective weapon we
have in this fight against this dis-

photo courtesy of CHLA

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
nurse manager Priya Meyer
administers a COVID-19 vaccine
to 7-year-old Ari, a Type 1 diabetes patient at CHLA during a
special vaccination clinic Nov. 3.

ease,” said Michael Smit,
CHLA’s hospital epidemiologist
and medical director of infection
prevention and control. “I want
to reemphasize how thrilled we
are to be able to now protect our
children and our community with
this safe and effective vaccine.”
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Holiday tradition highlights inclusivity
n After starting in 1999,

TransGiving has
spread across the U.S.

By Brynn MEchEM
In November 1999, while some
Angelenos were preparing for the
turn of the millennium, Chela
Demuir was trying not to burn her
mashed potatoes.
Demuir, the president and executive director of Unique Women’s
Coalition, was preparing a lastminute Thanksgiving meal for a
few members of the Los Angeles
transgender community.
At the time, Demuir was working with Minority AIDS Project to

provide transgender individuals
with a space focused on self-love.
Each week, the organization
would partner with a local church
to give food to the community.
After several months of weekly
meals, the organization sent a
notice saying it would be closed for
the week of Thanksgiving, which
Demuir said was not ideal.
“One of the constant narratives
of the trans community is centered
around loneliness around the holidays,” Demuir said. “Many of our
trans siblings are disenfranchised
from their family, and the holidays
get really sentimental, and it adds a
layer of depression.”
So, she began calling friends to
see who would be willing to cook a
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The Griffith Observatory will offer tours every half hour from 10 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. on Saturday.

Celebrate Griffith Park’s 125th
anniversary on Nov. 13

Join the Los Angeles
Conservancy and Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and
Parks on Saturday, Nov. 13, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. to celebrate the
125th anniversary of Griffith
Park.
Volunteer educators from the
L.A. Conservancy and partnering organizations will be stationed at 28 locations throughout
Griffith Park and will share stories about specific sites. No
reservations are required and
participants can select and visit
any of the places that interest
them.
Visitors to Griffith Park will
learn about its history, flora and
fauna, and the buildings, people
and entities connected to the
park during the past 125 years.
Tour the Greek Theatre, learn
about the Old Zoo, hear from a
Tongva cultural educator and
hike with an expert on Griffith
Park.
Tours of the Griffith

Observatory will be held every
half hour from 10 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Educational events will also
be held throughout the day at the
Travel Town Museum, Los
Angeles Zoo, Autry Museum of
the American West, Griffith Park
Pony Rides and Fern Dell.
The event hub near the
Griffith Park Merry-Go-Round
at 4730 Crystal Springs Drive
will feature family-friendly
activities, ranger-led hikes to the
Old Zoo and food trucks. A
birthday celebration and performance by the Independent
Shakespeare company will be
held at 11 a.m. at the event hub.
A free map with all of the sites
to visit will be provided at the
event hub and doubles as a passport booklet in which participants can collect stamps and win
prizes. For information, schedule
and list of locations, visit laconservancy.org/events/celebratinghistoric-griffith-park’s-125thanniversary.

Mid City West asks customers to
shop local during the holidays
The
Mid
City
West
Neighborhood Council is sponsoring a Shop Local campaign this holiday season and is encouraging people to shop at small businesses
rather than at large stores or online.
The council supports local small
businesses because they yield benefits for the entire community.
Money spent at locally-owned businesses returns more benefits to
neighborhood economies. The
MCWNC is encouraging shoppers

to look for the neighborhood council’s “Shop Local!” logo on store
windows and social media. Take a
photograph at the local businesses
and post them with #shopmidcitywest.
Business owners interested in
receiving a free “Shop Local!” logo
or using it on social media are
encouraged to email Valerie
Washburn, chair of the MCWNC’s
Economic Development Committee,
at vwashburn@midcitywest.org.

Thanksgiving meal. A handful of
individuals cooked Thanksgiving
dinner before packing food, tables
and chairs into their cars and heading to Santa Monica Boulevard and
Highland Avenue.
At the time, she said, there were
several members of the transgender
community engaged in survival sex
work or who were unhoused in the
area. The group set up the tables
and began walking around the
block to invite individuals to sit
down and eat. In all, around 30
individuals were fed.
“That night, as we packed our
cars, we were filled with this greatness. It was during those moments
when we realized it was something
we could do annually,” Demuir
said. “This was something we
could contribute to our siblings
each year and it could be this really
good thing for the community.”
The next year, Demuir again
hosted the event, but this time it
had a name: TransGiving.
Since its inception, the annual
dinner has been held throughout
L.A., including venues in Long
Beach, Hollywood and Koreatown,
and the attendance has grown to
more than 200.
TransGiving events are now held
in locations across the U.S., including Sacramento, Mississippi, New
York and Atlanta, something
Demuir said she didn’t think would
be possible when she was cooking
her first meal.
“I was just busy hoping that my
house didn’t burn down,” she said
with a chuckle. “But it just warms

photo courtesy of Chela Demuir

Chanel Lumiere, Trey Cartier and Chela Demuir pose for a photo before
enjoying a hot meal at the 2019 TransGiving Dinner.

my heart to see it grow, particularly
when you start from humble beginnings. You realize that all the sacrifice that you’ve endured, all the trials and tribulations, that you get to
see your community be celebrated.”
This year, the L.A. dinner will be
hosted for the first time in West
Hollywood, in the Connie Norman
Transgender
Empowerment
Center. The West Hollywood City
Council voted to co-sponsor the
event, which UWC ambassador
Nina Barkers said will help members of the trans community feel
welcome.
“This is an excellent opportunity
for the trans community to build
fellowship and to build relationships in a place where they sometimes don’t get a chance to experience it,” Barkers said.
The meals are now catered by

Redline Food & Bar, and though
Demuir no longer cooks the meals
herself, she said she still feels the
familial spirit of the holiday each
year.
“It’s like a family reunion,” she
said. “It’s more than just a safe
space, it’s a space where the trans
community can be their authentic
selves, be poured into, be lifted.”
The dinner will be held from 6-8
p.m. on Nov. 20, coinciding with
the Trans Day of Remembrance.
After dinner, guests can shake off
their holiday food with dancing
and a live DJ.
Space is limited at this year’s
event due to COVID-19, though
meal deliveries and pickups will be
available for elderly and disabled
community members.
Those interested in attending can
reserve a space at theuwc.org or by
calling (650)336-8471.
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Nazarian pursues elected office

Notable Quotes

n Public works commissioner seeks council bid

BY AARON BLEVINS
Beverly Hills Public Works
Commissioner Sharona Nazarian is
hoping to bring new energy and
ideas to the City Council next summer – but as a council member, not
as a representative of the commission.
Nazarian and the city’s Planning
Commission chairman, Andy Licht,
have announced bids for the council seats held by Mayor Robert
Wunderlich and Councilmen John
Mirisch and Lester Friedman, who
are all up for reelection.
“I am not a politician, but rather a
public servant, and our community
means everything to me,” she said.
“I love living here with my family,
and over the last year, it became
more apparent that we need some
fresh and innovative thinking.”
A clinical psychologist and consultant, Nazarian is a 30-year resident of Beverly Hills and the immediate past president of the Rotary
Club of Beverly Hills. She noted
three issues that she said are currently the most pressing in the city:
public safety and security, small
business support and quality of life
for residents.
Nazarian said she wants to
“increase trust in public safety” and
find humane methods to address
homelessness while maintaining a
“strong” police presence in Beverly
Hills. She would also like to make
it easier to open a small business in
the city.
For quality-of-life improvements, Nazarian envisions more
young professional housing and a
city that has a more sustainable,
technologically-advanced infrastructure.
“The three pillars in our community are the police, fire and the
schools, and they are all wonderful,” she said. “However, the
schools have dropped in enrollment, and so we need to encourage
young families and young professionals to come back in to Beverly
Hills. We are an awesome community, but we’re an aging community,
and this is going to be the way to
encourage young families to come
back in to Beverly Hills.”
In addition to being a public
works commissioner, Nazarian
serves on the Los Angeles County
Commission on Alcohol and Other
Drugs and Beverly Hills Police
Chief’s Advisory Panel. She also
previously served as the chair of the
Beverly Hills Human Relations
Commission.
As a public works commissioner,
Nazarian said she has focused on
sustainability and key city services,
and that she spearheaded the city’s
Disposable Foodware Accessories
Ordinance that was passed in
October. She also supported
RethinkBHTap, which promotes
city drinking water and aims to
reduce the usage of plastic bottles.
Nazarian is also involved with
homelessness initiatives, having
participated in almost every homeless count in Beverly Hills since the
event’s inception, she said. She is
also co-chair of the Beverly Hills
Sister Cities Association.
The community organizations
that she has worked with are
numerous: the Maple Counseling
Center, Friends of Israeli Disabled
Veterans, Sinai Temple, the Beverly
Hills Residents Association, the
Beverly Hills Women’s Club, Team
Beverly Hills, the Beverly Hills
Community Emergency Response
Team and the Jewish Federation of

Greater Los Angeles.
“I’ve dedicated my career to public service, and I have a deep commitment to giving back to the community that has given me so many
opportunities,” Nazarian said.
However, the Beverly Hills resident’s bid for council in June 2022
will be her first time running for
elected office.
“I’ve been asked many times,”
she added. “With a lot of encouragement, I decided to throw my hat
in the ring. … With the recent
events that were happening in our
community, I just felt that it was
time to step up.”

“Nothing except a battle lost can be half so melancholy
as a battle won.”
Arthur Wellesley
Duke of Wellington
1769-1852
Dispatch from the field of Waterloo, June 1815
photo courtesy of Sharona Nazarian

Sharona Nazarian

She lives in Beverly Hills with
her husband, Dr. Daniel Nazarian,
and their three sons, Noah, Aaron
and Jonah.

Veterans Day, 2021
*Source Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations
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Chamber of Commerce says goodbye to McComb

By Edwin FolvEn

The Greater Miracle Mile
Chamber of Commerce has bid
farewell to executive director Meg
McComb, who left the organization
on Oct. 29 after 10 years of service.
McComb, a longtime resident of
the Wilshire Vista neighborhood
between San Vicente and Pico
boulevards, said she is going to pursue other opportunities. The
Greater Miracle Mile Chamber of
Commerce
will
celebrate
McComb’s service at a “Toast and
Roast” on Thursday, Nov. 18, from
6-7:30 p.m. at the Kimpton Hotel
Wilshire, 6317 Wilshire Blvd.
McComb said she decided to
leave the chamber to allow its 10member board, which recently
added six new members, to lead the
organization into the future. She
hopes to find another position at an
organization in the area that will
benefit from her experience.
McComb, who is originally from
Santa Barbara, has lived in the
greater Miracle Mile area for nearly
40 years. She graduated from
California
State
University,
Northridge, with a degree in theater
design and started a career as an
interior designer. She later trained
as a chef and worked at the
Biltmore Hotel, Le Dome
Restaurant and Valentino’s.
In 1979, McComb opened her
first restaurant, Mangia, on Pico
Boulevard, and later owned and
operated Meg’s on Rodeo in
Beverly Hills, which was associated
with the Vidal Sassoon salon, and
Doug Arrengo’s restaurant in Palm

Springs. She worked in television
and film designing food displays on
movies such as “War of the Roses”
and “Tequila Sunrise.” McComb
worked 13 years as a private chef
for director Sydney Pollack before
starting a company specializing in
custom greeting cards. She joined
the chamber in 2008 and became
executive director in 2011.
“There is never a good time to
leave, but with six new board members, it’s an opportunity [for the
chamber] to be more proactive,”
McComb said. “I had been there for
10 years and I am proud of what I
was able to accomplish. I just felt
like it was time to get out of the way
and parse out those responsibilities.”
McComb organized the chamber’s
monthly lunch meetings and mixers,
and recently helped launch a series of
Miracle Mile community walks,
which the chamber plans to continue.
McComb said the Miracle Mile is
in the midst of a transformation and
will provide the chamber with new
opportunities to grow and become a
more significant part of the community’s economic revitalization.
“It provides an opportunity for
the chamber to take a hyper-jump
in terms of outreach, in terms of its
mission and in terms of creativity,”
McComb said.
Greater Miracle Mile Chamber
of Commerce president Steve
Kramer praised McComb and said
she will be missed.
“What a wonderful addition she
has been to the Miracle Mile and
surrounding
neighborhoods,”
Kramer said. “She has been a
proactive resource for our business

community, arts community and
the residential communities that
surround our neighborhood. She
will be very difficult to replace.”
Chris Devlin, who has been the
chamber’s communications director for the past five years, will serve
as interim executive director while
the chamber searches for a new
executive director.
“My immediate plans are to continue the good work Meg was
doing,” Devlin said. “Our plans are
to expand the board and become
more of an organization reaching
out and providing services to businesses in the Miracle Mile.”
The celebration for McComb on
Nov. 18 is $15 for chamber members, $20 for nonmembers.

photo by Edwin Folven

Meg McComb strolls with Sen. Ben Allen during a Miracle Mile Walk.

Rainbow crosswalks will be replaced with Pride progress crosswalks

At a West Hollywood City Council meeting on
Nov. 3, council members approved a measure to
replace the existing rainbow flag crosswalks with
Pride progress flag crosswalks on Santa Monica and
San Vicente boulevards.
In December 2020, the City Council directed staff
to study the permanent installation of transgender colors in crosswalks somewhere within the city to be
inclusive of all communities.
Based on input given by the Lesbian and Gay
Advisory Board and the Transgender Advisory Board,
staff moved forward with the new design at the existing crosswalk.
The Pride progress flag retains the six-stripe rainbow design as a base, but adds a chevron along the
side that features black, brown, light blue, pink and
violet to represent marginalized people of color, transgender individuals and those living with HIV/AIDS.
It will replace the current rainbow flag crosswalk,
which was installed in June 2012.
The proposal requires $17,000 for the crosswalk

photo by Brynn Mechem

The replacement crosswalk will cost $17,000.

installation. The future maintenance cost adds an annual increase of $500 to the city’s budget. The cost will be
absorbed into the facilities annual budget.
A date has not yet been set for the installation of the
new crosswalk.

November Pie of the Month
Gather together
for Thanksgiving SWEET POTATO PIE

Order Pies
for the Holidays!

We carry everything you need to set the
perfect Thanksgiving dining table.

Pumpkin
Pecan
Mincemeat
Fruit

Fall Party Goods • Garlands • Centerpieces
Room Decor • Balloons • Much More!

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS!

20% Off
All Merchandise in the store with this ad
Expires 11/30/21 Does not include already reduced items,
Printing, Balloons or Balloon Delivery

Vine American Party Store
5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox)
(323) 467-7124
www.vineamericanparty.com

Open M-F
6:30 am- 7:30 pm
Sat. & Sun
6 am- 7:30pm
Hours subject to
change
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Construction persists on Santa Monica Boulevard
n Mixed-use

development receives
20-month extension
By Brynn MEchEM

A block of Santa Monica
Boulevard near the western gateway of West Hollywood could
remain under construction until fall
2023 after the City Council
approved a 20-month extension for
a mixed-use development.
The project, located at 90019017 Santa Monica Blvd., will
include housing, a restaurant and
commercial spaces. Originally
approved in December 2007, the
project spans 79,420 square feet
and rises to 55 feet in height.
Since its initial approval, the project has received four extensions,
and council members said they
were hesitant to offer more time.
“I think the neighborhood wants
this to continue and finish rather
than sitting there,” Mayor Pro
Tempore Sepi Shyne said. “We’ve
had a lot of developments that are
just sitting and sitting and extending and extending, and when we
can make sure that things move forward, I think we should.”
Construction on the building is
currently underway. The commercial component will be located on
the first floor and consist of 4,271
square feet of retail space and 6,121
square feet of restaurant space,
though vendors have not yet been
named.
The residential portion will be
located in the second to fifth floors
and will comprise 38 market-rate
residential units and eight affordable housing units. The development includes 129 parking spaces in
two levels of subterranean parking.
Under the original term, the
development agreement would
have concluded on Dec. 17, 2012.
However, due to project litigation,
the Great Recession and administrative delays, the city previously
extended the project timelines,
according to a staff report.

Attorney Mark Lehman, who is
representing the project owned by
SM Rampage, LLC, said that construction was delayed due to the
pandemic. He cited reduced construction hours, labor shortages and
supply chain availability as major
disruptions to the project.
“There were items that could not
be obtained to be installed and constructed, so the developers had to
redesign the project to accommodate different construction mechanisms in the last two years,”
Lehman said. “It’s really slowed
the project down quite a bit.”
After the delay, construction is
expected to be complete in the first
half of 2022, according to a staff
report. The extension, Lehman
said, would allow the developer
more time to find vendors to fill the
commercial space.
Lehman said the extension doesn’t mean the project will take
another two years to open, but it
gives the option in case it’s hard to
find businesses, which may be hesitant to open after struggling
because of the pandemic.
The developers requested a 24month extension and a fee waiver
of $36,000 to help mitigate the
effects of COVID-19.
“There was never a fee waiver on
any prior amendments. The fees
were paid in each of those cases,”
Lehman said. “We only are asking
for it now because of the peculiar
circumstances of COVID-19.”
Mayor Lauren Meister said she
was in favor of accepting the
amendment as proposed because
construction
has
continued
throughout the pandemic, which
she acknowledged was hard to do.
“I’ve been walking by that project nearly every day and they’ve
been working, and they’re probably
one of the few developers that have
been working on a project that we
have approved,” she said.
However, other council members feared allowing the extension would set a precedent for
other developments throughout
the city.

Metro plans to resume
bus fares in the new year

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority
has announced it will resume collecting fares on Metro buses on Monday,
Jan. 10. Fare-free rides have been
offered on Metro buses since March
2020, during the pandemic.
To provide financial relief to as
many transit customers as possible,
half-priced six-month passes will
be offered in December for use
from January through July 2022.
Day passes will be $3.50, weekly
passes will be $12.50 and 30-day
passes will be $50.
Larger discounts will be available
for eligible riders who enroll in the
Low-Income Fare is Easy regional
transportation assistance program.
Newly enrolled participants will get
90 days of free rides starting Jan.
10. For information on enrollment,
visit metro.net/life.
“As our communities are still
faced with an unprecedented health
pandemic that racial and economic
inequalities have further exacerbated, providing financial relief with
fare discounts to riders is critical,”
said Los Angeles County
Supervisor and Metro Board chair
Hilda L. Solis. “Discounted fares
represent our best effort to support

low-income riders who depend on
public transit.”
Metro has simplified the LIFE
application process. Applications
take only a few minutes to complete
and riders must provide basic information about themselves and each
member of their household applying
for a LIFE discount. If applicants do
not have proof of income, they can
self-certify their income on the application. Additionally, if riders do not
have a TAP card, they can request
one on the application. Riders can
submit applications via email to lifeinfo@famecorporations.org.
Metro also plans to hold dozens
of pop-up events at transit stations
and locations in communities to
help people sign up for the LIFE
program.
“We’re making it as easy as possible to help everyone save money on
fares, because a little help these days
can go a long way,” Metro CEO
Stephanie N. Wiggins said. “The
LIFE program and half-off fares can
help all our riders tap into savings
when riding transit in our region.”
Metro reminds all riders that face
masks are required on public transit
per federal law. For information,
visit metro.net/fares.

“I think it’s important that we
continue to press our development
community to finish projects that
they start, understanding that it’s
difficult,” Councilman John
D’Amico said. “I get it, it’s tough,
and I’m not making light of how
complicated and expensive it is …
but the sooner they wrap this up,
the sooner we get to have people
living in our affordable housing.”
Councilman John Erickson proposed an 18-month extension and
no fee waiver, but Meister said that
was too short a time frame. The
council compromised on a 20month extension with no fee waiver.
The project must now be completed by Sept. 8, 2023.

photo by Brynn Mechem

Originally approved in 2007, a mixed-use development at 9001-9017
Santa Monica Boulevard is now expected to be complete in 2023, 16
years after its initial approval.
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An unwavering passion for advocacy
n Brookside resident

‘can’t stop helping
people’

By Brynn MEchEM
Walking
through
Julie
Stromberg’s 1928 Spanish Colonial
home, one might get the impression
that she’s an art curator.
A painting of Bunker Hill by
Wilfred Mills hangs on one wall
and a piece by John Bond
Francisco adorns another. In her
Brookside home office, Stromberg
placed one of her favorites: a
painting of MacArthur Park by
Elsie Palmer Payne.
“I’ve always loved art my entire
life,” Stromberg said. “My mother
was an artist and so I grew up having an appreciation for art early on
in life.”
Though she set out to pursue
that passion as an art history major
at University of California,
Berkley, Stromberg is now a
lawyer.
Originally from Montreal,
Canada, Stromberg and her family
emigrated to Orange County when
she was 14. As the first member of
her family to go to college, she
said she had to choose a practical
degree.
She doesn’t regret the choice.
The decision, she said, has
allowed her to help the community
in ways she never dreamt possible.
“Being a lawyer offers me a
chance to make an impact,”
Stromberg said. “There’s a great
need for advocacy, and it’s one

photo courtesy of Julie Stromberg

Julie Stromberg

way to help.”
On the first day of class at
Loyola Law School, Stromberg
met her husband Winston, who is
also an attorney, though they waited several years before going on a
date.
After dating for two years, the
couple decided to turn a planned
vacation to Paris into an impromptu wedding. They called their parents from Italy a few days later to
break the news.
“They were very excited for us,”
Stromberg said. “We have photos
in front of the Louvre and the
Eiffel Tower. It was magical, and it
felt like we had Paris to ourselves.”
The couple now share three children: Julien, 9, Leo, 5, and Astrid,

2. Throughout her 13-year career,
Stromberg worked on environmental and pharmaceutical litigation before moving into education
law after she dicovered her first
child had learning differences.
“I realized education law was an
area where I could really make an
impact,” she said. “There’s definitely a need for advocacy because
there are not as many lawyers who
are doing special education law
and fighting for the kids. As a parent going through it, you experience how incredibly challenging it
is.”
She also began volunteering at
Learning Rights Law Center, an
organization focused on achieving
education equity for children.
Shortly after, she moved on to for
Disability Rights Legal Center.
She’s now employed by a private law firm that represents children, working in special education
law and representation for foster
youth.
“I tell my son that I’m a lawyer
for good because I help people,”
Stromberg said. “That’s what my
vocation is. It’s not for everyone,
but it’s what I feel like I was
meant to do because I’m an advocate at heart.”
Throughout
the
years,
Stromberg has championed other
causes by serving on myriad
boards,
including
Women
Lawyers Association of Los
Angeles, the Greater Wilshire
Neighborhood Council, the Los
Angeles City College Foundation
and The Ebell of Los Angeles.

She even found time to get back
in touch with her arts roots as a
board member for the Craft
Contemporary.
Janna Harris, who met
Stromberg at The Ebell of Los
Angeles, said Stromberg has an
exceptional talent for juggling
work that is important to her.

“I will literally be
doing three things
at once,” she said.
“Granted, I am
tired and I
probably could
sleep more, but I
get it done.”
Julie Stromberg

“She is very dedicated to the
community and to the well-being
of members of the community.
Whether it be the Ebell, or going
to work on community issues, or
working on political items, she
cares a lot and really does a lot for
the community,” Harris said.
With three children under the
age of 10, finding the time be an
active community member is no
easy task, but Stromberg said
she’s mastered the art of multitasking.
“I will literally be doing three
things at once,” she said.
“Granted, I am tired and I probably could sleep more, but I get it
done. When I don’t have anything
to do, or I’m bored, I can’t take it.”

Due to her passion for helping
children, Stromberg led an effort to
renovate Harold Henry Park to be
compliant with the Americans with
Disabilities Act. To make the renovation possible, she had to navigate
stipulations around the use of
Quimby funds, or fees that developers must pay to cities that are
then used to develop land or recreational facilities, and the neighborhood’s historic guidelines.
She also wanted to ensure the
playground included features for
children of all age ranges, which
was difficult given the limited
space in the park.
“It definitely had its challenges,
but the end result was fantastic,”
Stromberg said. “If you go to that
park today, it’s always full, and it
was great to be able to create this
beautiful little oasis that has
brought so much joy to so many
people for so many years.”
Cindy Chvatal-Keane, who has
worked with Stromberg through
the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood
Council, said Stromberg has a tenacious spirit that she applies to every
project she works on.
“When she has a cause or something she feels is right, she works
extraordinarily hard to have it
come to fruition,” said ChvatalKeane, who is president of the
Hancock Park Homeowners
Association.
That drive comes naturally to
Stromberg. She said it’s just “who
she is.”
“I can’t stop helping people,”
she said. “I do my best to help, and
when I am able to help, it’s amazing. If I can make an impact on
just one person, that in itself, to
me, is worth every effort.”
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WeHo plans
virtual tribute
for veterans

The city of West Hollywood will
honor veterans and active members
of the United States Armed Forces
during a virtual presentation of its
annual Veterans Day ceremony on
Thursday, Nov. 11, at 11 a.m.
The ceremony will take place
exclusively online on West
Hollywood’s WeHoTV YouTube
channel at youtube.com/wehotv.
The public is invited to join city
officials and staff members during
the online event. Jodie Grenier, CEO
of the Foundation for Women
Warriors, will speak during the event.
The city will also place wreaths
and American flags at the Sal
Guarriello Veterans’ Memorial,
located on the corner of Santa
Monica Boulevard and Holloway
Drive. Community members are
invited to visit the memorial to pay
respects.
For information, visit weho.org.

Letters to the
Editor
Feuer’s proposal for
smaller council districts
sounds promising
Re “Feuer calls for ballot measure
to create smaller council districts,”
Nov. 4 issue
City Attorney Mike Feuer is topnotch in my opinion. I have supported
his past election campaigns by volunteering when he ran for office, and
may do so again.
His proposal to double the number
of City Council districts makes good
sense, but how would the change be
funded? In a previous announcement,
Feuer explained that the proposal
would also cut councilmembers’
salaries in half; [they are] currently
well over $200,000. That also seems
reasonable. But that change would
hardly cover the additional costs,
considering the large staffs and office
expenses.
George Epstein
Detroit Street

Kristallnacht had
far-reaching effect
during Holocaust
Re “Museum commemorates victims of Kristallnacht,” Nov. 4 issue
Your recent article on Kristallnacht,
the 1938 destruction of countless
Jewish homes, businesses and synagogues throughout Nazi Germany
should have included the fact that this
historic obscenity was not limited to
the destruction of property.
Rampant anti-Semitic violence was
unleashed upon young and old alike,
and when it was over, the body count
of 91 only grew over time. Moreover,
the all too predictable suicides that
followed numbered in the hundreds.
Finally, as if this murderous, hatefilled rage weren’t enough, Jews were
further victimized by the salt-in-thewounds indignity of having to pay for
the clean-up.
William P. Bekkala
Los Angeles

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
To: All Interested Persons and Agencies

From: City of West Hollywood Dept. of Planning & Development Services

Project Title: Housing Element Update Project Date: November 11, 202
Lead Agency: City of West Hollywood
Project Applicant: City of West Hollywood
Dept. of Planning & Development Services
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard.
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069
West Hollywood, California 90069
A Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) has been prepared for the proposed West Hollywood Housing Element Update (proposed
project). The City of West Hollywood (City) is the local lead agency, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), responsible for preparation of this document.
Project Location:
The project site would apply to the entire geographic area located within the boundaries of the City of West Hollywood (City), which encompasses 1.89 square miles. Pursuant to Section 15087(c)(6) of the CEQA Guidelines, the project area does contain sites listed
under Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.
Project History:
A Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a Draft EIR was issued for public review and comment on April 30, 2021. During the NOP public
review period, a scoping meeting was held on May 11, 2021 to obtain comments on the environmental analysis.
Project Description:
The project consists of a comprehensive update to the City of West Hollywood Housing Element. West Hollywood’s Housing Element
was last updated in 2013, and the current update under the proposed project will cover the 2021-2029 period. The Housing Element
Update will provide a framework for introducing new housing at all levels of affordability. Through its identification of sites for future development and implementing housing programs, the updated Housing Element will lay the foundation for achievement of the City’s fair
share housing needs for 3,933 additional units plus a buffer to plan for 4,234 units.
Summary of Impacts:
A Draft EIR has been prepared pursuant to the CEQA statutes (Cal. Pub. Res. Code, Section 21000 et. seq., as amended) and implementing guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., Title 14, Section 15000 et. seq.). No impacts to agricultural and forestry resources or to mineral
resources would occur as a result of the proposed project. Impacts related to aesthetics, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, population and housing, public services, recreation, utilities and
service systems, and energy consumption would be less than significant. Impacts to biological resources, archaeological resources,
geology and soils, transportation, and tribal cultural resources would be less that significant with implementation of mitigation measures.
Impacts to air quality from construction emissions and toxic air contaminants, historical resources, and construction noise would be significant and unavoidable.
Public Comment Period:
The public comment period for this Draft EIR will begin on Friday, November 12, 2021, and end on Monday, December 27,
2021 at 5:00 p.m. (comment letters must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, December 27, 2021). The City requests that comments be limited to the material contained in the Draft EIR.
Copies of the Draft EIR are available for review on the City of West Hollywood project website, www.weho.org/housingelement Please
submit comments in writing or via email to:
City of West Hollywood – Department of Planning and Development Services
Attn: Rachel Dimond
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, California 90069
Fax: 323-848-6569
Email: rdimond@weho.org
Public Hearings:
The project will require Public Hearings before the City of West Hollywood Historic Preservation Commission, Planning Commissions,
and City Council. The dates and times for the Historic Preservation Commission, Planning Commission and City Council hearings have
been tentatively scheduled, as specified below. For up-to-date meeting information, please visit www.weho.org.
Historic Preservation Commission
Date: January 24, 2022
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location:
Teleconference Meeting via Zoom (call-in number available on the Historic Preservation Commission agenda, to be
posted one week prior to the hearing at https://www.weho.org/city-government/boards-commissions/commissions/historic-preservation-commission
Planning Commission
Date: January 20, 2022
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location:
Teleconference Meeting via Zoom (call-in number available on the Transportation Commission agenda, to be posted
one week prior to the hearing at https://www.weho.org/city-government/boards-commissions/commissions/planning-commission
City Council
Date: February 7, 2022
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location:
Teleconference Meeting via Zoom (call-in number available on the Transportation Commission agenda, to be posted
one week prior to the hearing at http://www.weho.org/city-government/city-council/council-agendas
If you require additional information, please contact Rachel Dimond, Senior Planner in the Long Range Planning and Sustainability Division at (323) 848-6840; or via email at: rdimond@weho.org
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.
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Messhall Kitchen
wine dinner

At 7 p.m. on Nov. 16, Messhall
Kitchen’s Executive Chef Charbel
Adaimy is preparing a four-course
prix-fixe California coastal wine
dinner. Dishes include brioche uni
toast, spot prawns and lava cake.
Each course is paired with Verdad
Wine Cellars biodynamic wines.
Tickets can be purchased online
for $85 per person. messhallkitchen.com. 4500 Los Feliz Blvd.,
(323)660-6377.

Jazz Night at The
Godfrey Hotel
Beginning on Nov. 12, ALK at
The Godfrey Hotel Hollywood will
present Jazz Nights at ALK with
Nick Campbell and Jacob Mann.
Live jazz music will continue every

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Friday and Saturday night through
December from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m.
No reservations are required to
attend. Start the evening early from
4-7 p.m. with sushi and drink
specials on the IIO Rooftop. IIO
is the largest public rooftop venue
in Hollywood, serving light
bites and cocktails, with stunning views of Hollywood, Century
City and downtown L.A. 14
00 Cahuenga Blvd., (323)7621000.

Vegan Month at
Trejo's Tacos
Trejo’s
Tacos
Hollywood
launched a month-long collaboration with plant-based chef Jocelyn
Ramirez and her women and people of color-owned small business,
Todo Verde. Inspired by Mexican
and South American cooking, the
duo served Ramirez’s jackfruit

Order Your Willie Bird
NOW!

Free Range or
Free Range Organic
Rated “Best Turkey”
by chefs around the world!

tinga and a mushroom taco. Guests
can order the special vegan menu
item in a taco, burrito or bowl at
Trejo’s Tacos locations. Hollywood
at 1556 Cahuenga Blvd., (323)4618226; La Brea at 1048 S. La Brea
Ave., (323)938-8226; and Santa
Monica at 316 Santa Monica Blvd.,
(310)393-0622.

The Capital Grille
Thanksgiving
Celebrate Thanksgiving with a
chef-prepared dinner either in the
restaurant or from the comfort of
home. In the dining room, guests
will be served turkey with brioche
stuffing, French green beans with
Marcona almonds, cranberry-pear
chutney and mashed potatoes.
Guests will also have the option to
add mashed sweet potatoes and
pumpkin cheesecake. The meal is
$43 for adults and $15 for children.
Those looking to enjoy dinner at
home may order a bundle of the
restaurant’s Thanksgiving sides.
Pre-order for four people must be
picked up on Nov. 24 or 25. 700 W.
9 St., (213) 228-4730.

photo courtesy of Sprinkles

Sprinkles debuted a cinnamon cupcake in time for Thanksgiving.

Sprinkle your Thanksgiving with cinnamon
The new flash flavor at Sprinkles this month is a decadent cinnamon
cake piped with a silky cinnamon glaze center and topped with a rich
cream cheese frosting. The delectable treat has a drizzle of cinnamon
glaze on top. The cinnamon roll was debuted in time for Thanksgiving
brunches and dessert tables. Priced at $5.50, the new flavor can be
reserved on Nov. 18 and 19 for bakery pick up and local delivery on
Nov. 24. 189 The Grove Drive, (323)931-4498 and 9635 S. Santa
Monica Blvd., (310)274-8765.

Chicken Pot Pie

You’ll love
our
Crispy
Crust

Chicken Pot Pies -moist chicken, green peas, carrots,
potatoes and gravy topped with buttery crust

6333 W. Third St.
Farmers Market
323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 79 Years

Mon.-Fri.
6:30am-7:30pm
Sat.-Sun
6am - 7:30pm

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

Enjoy
here
or take home
& bake
at 350º!

Follow Us!
@duparsfm
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HauteMess gourmet
gift baskets
Start holiday shopping early at
HauteMess with a gourmet food
and beverage basket ranging from
$35 to $150. The gourmet market,
bakery, patisserie and café is offering an extensive selection of sweet
and savory products in each basket.
The $35 deluxe Haute Holiday gift
basket includes a bottle of imported
red wine, crisps, olive artisanal preserve, Panettoncino, chocolate teainfused toffee almond and a premium chocolate bar. 7673 Beverly
Blvd., (323)621-4556.

Ramen Nagi opens
in Century City

Now open at the Westfield
Century City, Ramen Nagi offers
diners customizable bowls with
vibrant broths. Founder and chef
Satoshi Ikuta is known for his internationally-celebrated fusion take on
noodles and broth that honor traditional Japanese cuisine. With a
Japanese modernist design and
open-air feel, diners are treated to a

lively culinary show each time they
dine. Choose either the original,
black king (squid ink), red king
(spicy broth), green king (basil), or
a special “limited king” broth.
Customize the strength of flavor,
the desired richness in oil, level of
garlic, cut of pork and choice of
vegetables. Last, select the bowl’s
spiciness level and noodle firmness. Additional menu items
include light and delicate gyoza
filled with juicy pork and cabbage,
and the chashu rice topped with
smokey minced pork barbecue.
10250 Santa Monica Blvd.,
(310)277-3898.

Homebound opens
in Union Station
Stop into Homebound for a fresh
beer, bratwurst or cocktail.
Shareable bites include a Bavarian
pretzel, beer cheese asada fries and
nachos. Other sausages include
wild boar, All American beef and
an Italian vegan served on a
Portuguese French roll with sauerkraut and brown mustard. The
restaurant also serves a Brew Haus
burger, a fried chicken sandwich, a

Order Thanksgiving
Poultry Now

barbecue chicken sandwich, a
vegan Beyond burger and a L.A.
Street hot dog. Previously the
Imperial Western, the new restaurant at Union Station is open daily
from 3-10 p.m. 800 N. Alameda St.,
(213)265-7427.

Alzheimer’s LA
celebrates 40 years

On Nov. 14, head to L.A. State
Historic Park for a food and music
celebration. The multicultural event
features local food and beverage
vendors and the kings of Latin
fusion: Grammy Award-winners
Ozomatli. Other live performances
include the Ellas, Egyptian Lover,
No Small Children, Quinto Sol and
DJ Mona Lisa. Informational booths
will focus on brain health and other
healthy lifestyle opportunities. In
California, more than 500,000 have
Alzheimer’s disease, with more than
166,000 living in Los Angeles
County. Gates for the event open at
12 p.m. Tickets are $25 for one person and $45 for two people. Tickets
for four people are $80. 1245 N.
Spring St., (844)HELP-ALZ.

Seniors put their cooking skills to the test

R

esidents at Belmont Village Senior Living Hollywood were
treated to tasty meals as part of the Iron Chef Cooking
Competition.
Residents competed in a friendly cooking battle to showcase their
family recipes highlighting a farm-to-table dish.
Participants had 20 minutes to prepare a meal with a mystery basket
of pantry items and vegetables from the Belmont Village community
garden. Chef Saverio Posarelli of Basta Restaurant served as a guest
judge.

Pumpkin Pancakes!
Enjoy a Stack Today!
We Griddle or Griddle at Home

BEST SELECTION OF TURKEYS
H Free Range & Organic Turkeys,
Diestel, Shelton, GoldenHarvest
H Pheasant, Geese, Duck, Quail, Squab, Capons,
Rabbit, Organic Eggs, Quail Eggs, Egg Nog

The Perfect Fall Breakfast!
Indoor & Patio Dining • Take-out • Delivery

Pumpkin
or Original
Pancake Batter
32 oz. - $11.95
16 oz. $9.95
+ melted butter
& syrup

At the Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St. #216
(323) 936-8158
farmersmarketpoultry.com

Mon.-Fri.
6:30am-6:30pm
Sat.-Sun
6am - 6:30pm

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

Follow Us!
@duparsfm
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Oct. 31 and Nov. 6. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department
Oct. 31
At 8:04 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of S. Maple.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 9300 block of
Wilshire at 4:30 p.m.
At 7:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 200
block of S. Lasky.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Santa
Monica and Walden at 8:25 p.m.

Nov. 1

drugs near the corner of Olympic
and Rodeo.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

Nov. 2
At 3:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1100 block
of N. Detroit.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8400 block of
Santa Monica at 5:54 p.m.
At 10:09 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 1200 block of N. Crescent
Heights.

Nov. 3
At 11:30 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 8800
block of Santa Monica.

Oct. 31

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 600 block of N. La
Cienega at midnight.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8900 block of
Santa Monica at 1:45 a.m.

Nov. 4

At 1:55 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Melrose and Robertson.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 600 block of N. La
Peer at 2:54 a.m.
At 5:15 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 800 block of
N. Hilldale.

At 5:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of Genesse.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8200 block of
Sunset at 12:30 p.m.
At 8:31 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 8200
block of Santa Monica.

vehicle parked in the 1400 lock of
N. Ivar at 11 a.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 100
block of S. Poinsettia.

At 2:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1700
block of N. Orange.

At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a theft in the 400 block
of S. Hauser.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5300 block of
Wilshire at 2:45 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6800 block of Santa
Monica at 5:30 p.m.

At 2:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 100 block of
Fremont Place.

At 10:40 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near
the corner of Wilton and Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8100 block of
Melrose at 3:45 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1500 block of N.
Wilcox at 11:30 p.m.

Nov. 2
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Melrose and
Manhattan at 6:30 a.m.
At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1200
block of N. Las Palmas.

Nov. 6

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of
N. Detroit at 4 p.m.

At 12:16 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1200
block of N. La Cienega.

At noon, an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7700 block of Melrose.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1100 block of N. Formosa.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8400 block of
Melrose at 6:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
N. Sierra Bonita at 1 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8800 block of Santa
Monica at 10 p.m.

Los Angeles Police
Department

At 5:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Blackburn and Fairfax.

Oct. 31

Nov. 3

Nov. 2

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of N. Gardner.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of
Rodeo at 4:24 p.m.

A vehicle burglary was reported
near the corner of Robertson and
Rangeley at 10:30 p.m.

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 6100
block of Wilshire.

At 5:30 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 1500 block of
Vine.

At 4:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 400
block of Bedford.

At 10:40 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft near
the corner of Santa Monica and
San Vicente.

At 3:59 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 200
block of N. Rodeo.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
Doheny at 4 p.m.
At 5:29 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of N. Rodeo.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of S.
Maple at 6:34 a.m.

Nov. 3
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of N. La
Peer at 9:45 a.m.
At 8:04 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 200
block of N. Beverly.

Nov. 4
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
Genesee at 5:45 a.m.
At 10:45 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
300 block of S. Wetherly.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
S. Elm at 10:47 a.m.
At 3:16 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported near the corner of
Santa Monica and Bedford.
An unknown suspect stole auto
parts in the 400 block of S.
Roxbury at 4 p.m.
At 8:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7800 block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8900 block of Santa
Monica at 11:30 p.m.
At 11:40 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
8800 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 800 block of N.
Larabee at 11:45 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6200 block of De
Longpre at 2:30 a.m.
At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 500
block of Alandele.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1600 block of
Vine at 7 a.m.
At 3:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6300
block of Orange.

Nov. 1

At midnight, an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 600
block of N. Robertson.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 500 block of Gordon
at 12:20 a.m.

Nov. 1

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1600
block of Cosmo.

At 12:30 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 1200 block of N. Formosa.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 600 block of N.
Robertson at 12:30 a.m.
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8900 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Santa
Monica and San Vicente at 2:30 a.m.
At 3:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of La Peer and Santa Monica.

Nov. 5

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 900 block of N.
Stanley at 10 a.m.

At 11:56 p.m., a suspect was
arrested on suspicion of driving
under the influence of alcohol or

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of N. Sierra Bonita.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 600 block of N. La
Cienega at 2 a.m.
At 2:10 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 5800
block of Lexington.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1400 block of
Tamarind at 2:20 a.m.
At 2:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8400 block
of Melrose.
A vehicle burglary was reported
near the corner of Las Palmas and
Fountain at 6:30 a.m.
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1700
block of N. Wilcox.
An unknown suspect burglarized a

Nov. 5

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6200 block of
Hollywood at 2 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 600 block of S.
Detroit at 11:22 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
N. Crescent at 11:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Bronson and Carlton at 10:55
p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6500 block of
Hollywood at 6:50 a.m.
At 7:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of La Brea and Third.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5100 block of
Wilshire at 3 p.m.

Nov. 4
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 1700
block of N. Highland.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 300 block of S.
Sycamore at 10:52 a.m.
At 12:09 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 8700
block of Third.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6500 block of
Yucca at 1:24 p.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of S. Detroit.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 600 block of
Hollywood at 2 p.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of S. Hamel.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8400 block of
Melrose Place at 6:05 p.m.
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
800 block of N. Fairfax.

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
SUMMONS
State of California,
Los Angeles Superior Court
Stanley Mosk Courthouse, 111 N.
Hill St., Los Angeles, CA 90112
Case No. 21STCV18794
Assigned to Hon. Maurice Leiter,
Dept. 54
Notice to Defendant: Vernon Healthcare Center; Vernon Healthcare
Center, LLC dba Vernon Healthcare
Center; Rockport Administrative Services, LLC; Brius Management Co.;
SHLOMO RECHNITZ; and DOES 1
through 60, inclusive
You are Being Sued by Plaintiff:
Debra Ann Blackmon, in and
through her Guardian ad Litem,
Latasha Bracks
NOTICE! You have been sued. The
court may decide against you without
your being heard unless you respond
within 30 days. Read the information
below. You have 30 CALENDAR
DAYS after this summons and legal
papers are served on you to file a
written response at this court and have
a copy served on the plaintiff. A letter
or phone call will not protect you. Your
written response must be in proper
legal form if you want the court to hear
your case. There may be a court form
that you can use for your response.
You can find these court forms and
more information at the California
Courts Online Self-Help Center
(www.couffinfo.ca.govlselfhelp), your
county law library, or the courthouse
nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form. If you do not file your response on time, you may lose the case
by default, and your wages, money,
and property may be taken without
further warning from the court. There
are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If
you do not know an attorney, you may
want to call an attorney referral service, If you cannot afford an attorney,
you may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit legal services
program. You can locate these nonprofit groups at the California I egal
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online Self-Help Center
(www.courlinfo.ca.govlselfhelp), or by
contacting your local court or county
bar association. NOTE: The court has
a statutory lien for waived fees and
costs on any settlement or arbitration
award of $ 10,000 or more in a civil
case, The court's lien must be paid before the court will dismiss the case.
The name, address, and telephone
number of plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff
without attorney is: Lisa Trinh Flint,
Esq. (SBN 243468), Moran Law, 5
Hutton Centre Drive, Suite 1050,
Santa Ana, CA 92707, (714)-549-0333
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED:
You are served as an individual defendant by BEVERLY PRESS AND PARK
LABREA NEWS. Publish Dates: November 11, 2021; November 18, 2021;
November 25, 2021; and December 2,
2021.
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Culina Ristorante awakens your senses
by Jill Weinlein

Italian Chef de Cuisine Giovanni Spataro
created the new fall menu at Culina
Ristorante at Four Seasons Hotel Los
Angeles at Beverly Hills. He was inspired to
redesign street food dishes from his hometown in Palermo.
As a child, his family celebrated cooking and dining together, which motivated
him as a teenager to pursue a career in the
culinary arts. After graduating from
Convitto Nazionale di Palermo, Spataro
worked in fine dining restaurants in Sicily
before serving as the head chef at Boma
Restaurant in London.
Later, he moved to Miami, Florida,
where he was the executive chef at the
Cadillac Hotel & Beach Club by Marriott’s
Autograph Collection. When he became
executive restaurant chef at The Beverly
Hilton, he enjoyed preparing meals for
high-profile events, including the Golden
Globes, before moving to the Four
Seasons.
His new menu is meant to be paired with
Italian beverages, including a fizzy
Spumanti, floral white wine, fruity spritz
or one of Culina’s crafted cocktails.
We experienced Chef Spataro’s fall cuisine last week. Sipping an Aperol Spritz

while perusing the menu, we received an
amuse bouche of arancini, a cheeseenhanced Italian rice ball, and ordered one
of the new appetizers humorously called
“Carpaccio That Wants to Be Ceviche.”
Tender, thin slices of wild sea bass were
topped with an eye-catching tuile that was
so wafer-thin it looked like lace. A squeeze
of lime offered an acid profile, and cilantro
and red onion provided a touch of earthiness. The plate was decorated with dollops
of jalapeño creme for a slight kick of heat.
Our server poured a pale, yellow sauce
from a small carafe onto the plate in which
I swirled a piece of fresh raw fish. The
ethereal sauce added to an already-pleasing flavor profile.
Next, we chose a restaurant favorite:
Sicilian salad made with shaved fennel,
crunchy celery, red onion, sliced red
grapes and a few mandarin orange slices
that offered a pop of color. The delectable
ingredients were tossed with a fresh honey
citronette dressing, creating a powerhouse
of sweet, savory and pungent flavors,
adding extra depth to the salad.
One of the most comforting dishes on
the new menu is Taglliatele al Tartufo
Uncinado, a bowl of fresh egg and Italian
semolina pasta, boasting a beautiful golden color. The dish is topped with a savory

and creamy Moliterno cheese.
Spataro shaved white truffles on top
tableside. The distinct bite of truffle plays
nicely with the pasta’s rich, earthy notes.
The shaved truffles enhance the dish with
rustic and sweet fragrances.
Culina offers a rare-to-find dish,
Grigliata Di Pesce Al Carbone, which is
simply marvelous. The kitchen grills an
assortment of seafood on charcoal, including Spanish octopus, local spot prawns,
langoustine, sea scallops and local white
fish. It’s served with blistered tomatoes
and a small carafe of Salmoriglio, a southern Italian condiment made with lemon
juice, olive oil, garlic, salt and herbs.
Spataro crafted a natural basting brush
using oregano twigs wrapped in string to
douse the seafood with the glistening
sauce. The restaurant serves up the bounty
of seafood for one diner or two.
We finished our meal with a smokey
campfire s’mores dessert, which arrived
under a glass dome of smoke to offer a
multi-sensory experience. As the smoke
dissipated, a plate of deconstructed
s’mores came into view with large, toasted
marshmallows, graham tuile, fudge-like
chocolate mousse and scoops of mint chip
ice cream. This dessert is a winner.
For a limited time, the hotel is offering a
special “Awaken Your Senses” overnight
package that includes a top-level guest
room with panoramic city views, a dis-
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A carpaccio dish of tender slices of sea
bass, tuile, cilantro, red onion and a
jalapeño crème delights the palate.

count at the spa, sparkling wine and
chocolates in the evening, breakfast for
two at Culina Ristorante + Caffé, a curated
music playlist and late check-out at 2 p.m.
fourseasons.com/losangeles. $$$ 300 S.
Doheny Drive, (310)860-4000.
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Art+Film Gala celebrates artists, filmmaker KCCLA debuts tour of
USC Asian Museum
Notables from the art, film,
fashion and entertainment industries joined together at the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art
on Nov. 6 to honor Amy Sherald,
Kehinde Wiley and Steven
Spielberg at the Art+Film Gala.
LACMA trustee Eva Chow
and actor Leonardo DiCaprio
have championed the museum’s
film initiatives since 2011, and
they continued their efforts as
the 2021 Art+Film Gala cochairs.
This year marked the 10th
anniversary of Art+Film, and
sponsor Audi provided a fleet of
fully-electric vehicles for the gala.
Soul singer Celeste performed
before the awardees were honored.
Wiley is an American artist best
known for his portraits that render
people of color in the traditional
settings of old master paintings.
Sherald reengages with the history
of photography and portraiture to
invite viewers to participate in a
more complex debate about
accepted notions of race and representation.
The gala celebrated the opening
of “The Obama Portraits Tour”
and the “Black American
Portraits” exhibit. Sherald’s painting “Michelle LaVaughn Robinson
Obama” and Wiley’s painting
“Barack Obama” will be on view
at LACMA through Jan. 2.
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Jake Gyllenhaal, Henrik Wenders, head of brand at Audi, and Maggie
Gyllenhaal celebrated at the 10th Annual LACMA Art+Film Gala.

Spielberg is one of the world’s
most successful and influential
filmmakers. Among a host of
career accolades, he is a threetime Academy Award winner, a
Kennedy Center honoree and a
recipient of the Presidential Medal
of Freedom in 2015.
Gala proceeds will be used to

support LACMA’s initiative to
make film more central to the
museum’s curatorial programming, while also funding
LACMA’s broader mission, which
includes exhibitions, acquisitions
and educational programming.
For
information,
visit
lacma.org.

The Korean Cultural Center
Los Angeles will present the
online project “Korean Art in
America: USC Pacific Asia
Museum,” which will be
uploaded to KCCLA's YouTube
channel.
The new virtual tour series features exhibitions and collections
of Korean art in major American
museums. It also launches a
docent-led inside look at the
Korean Gallery at the USC
Pacific Asia Museum.
The USC Pacific Asia Museum
is the only university museum in
the U.S. dedicated exclusively to
the arts and culture of Asia and
the Pacific Islands. The museum's
mission is to further intercultural
understanding through the arts of
Asia and the Pacific Islands.
Since 1971, USC Pacific Asia
Museum has served a broad audience of students, families, adults
and scholars through its education
and outreach programs.

The Korean Gallery episode is
led by Rebecca S. Hall, a curator at
USC Pacific Asia Museum. Hall
gives an introduction to Korean
art, focusing on Korean artifacts at
the museum and their history.
USC Pacific Asia Museum made
its first acquisition of a Korean
object in 1972, and its Korean collection now includes more than
270 items. The Arts of Korea
Gallery, which was inaugurated in
2007 and renovated in 2012, showcases ceramics and paintings,
including “Ritual Vessel with Inlaid
Golden Eyes” and “Cloud Designs
and Screen with Hunting Scenes of
Joseon Dynasty.”
The online project was
designed for the KCCLA audience to conveniently enjoy programs through numerous online
platforms, such as the KCCLA
official website, YouTube,
Facebook and Instagram.
To view the series, visit
youtu.be/xdxz7vonk_s.

L’Ermitage brings ‘Love Actually’ from stage to suite

This
holiday
season,
L’Ermitage Beverly Hills will
partner with “Love Actually
Live,” the multimedia theatrical
experience that celebrates the
beloved holiday film, to bring the
holiday spirit to the hotel.
Debuting in tandem with the
show’s return to the Wallis
Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts, guests of
L’Ermitage can enjoy the immersive holiday experience from
stage to suite. The hotel’s celebration includes a festive overnight
package, culinary creations
inspired by the film, and thematic,
showstopping holiday décor.
“Following a year when many
have not been able to spend the
holidays with loved ones, we
were inspired to create something
truly special that can only be
unwrapped and experienced at
L’Ermitage Beverly Hills,” Scott
Berger, General Manager of
L’Ermitage Beverly Hills said. “In
collaborating with the team at For
the Record Live, we are celebrating not just the spirit of the season
but also the return of live entertainment and the joy that their
best-selling show brings to people
during the holidays.”
The lobby at L’Ermitage will be
transformed into a haute winter
wonderland inspired by the film.
Designed by Emmy Award winning set designer Matthew
Steinbrenne, a grand Christmas
tree made of gold-plated wrought
iron will stand atop the stairs.
Guests of the hotel will have an
opportunity to dress the tree with
custom locks inscribed with “to
me you are perfect,” one of the
film’s most iconic quotes.
The “Love Actually Live”
package features motifs from the
production, including eggnog
truffles from celebrity chef
Stephanie Boswell, an exclusive
signed playbill, luxury travel to
and from The Wallis for the per-

formance, and two Mezzanine
seats to enjoy the show.
Those looking to indulge in a
pre-performance experience are
invited to enjoy a thematic culinary meal at Avec Nous with a
limited-time
holiday-inspired
menu inspired by the show, fea-

turing minced pies, Yorkshire
pudding, pigs in a blanket and traditional Christmas pudding.
“Love Actually Live” and the
accompanying hotel package will
run from Nov. 27 through Dec. 31.
For information, visit lermitagebeverlyhills.com.
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A virtual tour explores Korean art at the USC Pacific Asia Museum.

GARY TWINN & THE LONG SHADOWS
ROCK THE TAVERN SUNDAY, NOV. 14

Great english
Pub Fare
Full Bar
Beer on Tap
MARKETTAVERNLA.COM

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
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‘Eternals’ is far better than critics contend

Sometimes critics are a tiresome
a bunch. That’s especially true
when they unite in their hyperbole.
We’ve seen this several times over
the years; the gatekeepers of taste
damning something enjoyable to an
aggressive degree.
A digital space like Rotten
Tomatoes should, in theory, present
an accurate picture of a film’s quality across hundreds of professional
reviewers’ perspectives. Whelp,
Marvel’s “Eternals,” a film focusing on extraterrestrial immortals
secretly molding human history,
proves the system suffers a few
flaws.
Sitting at 47%, this is the worst
film in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe, according to RT’s
process. And yet, it’s hardly a terrible film, easily surpassing Marvel’s
lowest ranked like “The Incredible
Hulk,” the second two “Iron Mans”
and the first two “Thors.”
Certainly, some things don’t
work perfectly. For a film with such

a star-studded cast, including
Angelina Jolie as a warrior Eternal
named Thena and Salma Hayek as
team leader Ajak, they have so little
to do. And as a loose origin story
for a new superhero team protecting the planet from a new foe, the
choice to cover several millennia
overstuffs things.
Those issues are hardly unique to
the MCU.
The critical ire seems a combo of
hype and expectations. Hiring
director Chloé Zhao, who won best
director and best picture for
“Nomadland” earlier this year,
assumedly marked a shift. Perhaps
the superhero blockbuster company
is ready to loosen the reins, give
auteurs more control. Early Marvel
Studios sure didn’t roll that way.
That doesn’t happen.
Perhaps more disappointing is
how “Eternals” was marketed. The
trailers hinted at a celestial story
that transports Marvel into the cosmos. Not so much.
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Richard Madden and Gemma Chan stars portray Ikaris and Sersi, two
Eternals who fall in love while on Earth.

Wallis slates events for film lovers
Cinema @ The Wallis, in association with Film Independent,
returns with a slate of five programs
for film lovers and awards season
aficionados.
The programs, which run
through Nov. 13, feature acclaimed
stars from behind and in front of the
camera who spotlight a diverse
range of contemporary and classic
films.
The events kicked off with an
evening with Academy Awardnominated filmmaker Denis
Villeneuve, who directed “Dune.”

Two-time Oscar-winning composer
Alexandre Desplat brought the
noise with commentary and performance pieces spotlighting his wideranging scores.
On Nov. 12, Maggie Gyllenhaal
will discuss the thought-provoking
work that has helped shape and prepare her for her upcoming directorial debut, “The Lost Daughter.”
The week will conclude with two
Film Independent live reads.
Academy Award-winning actress
Marlee Matlin will direct a live read
of Billy Wilder’s classic “Sunset

Instead, 10 Eternals ordered to
fight a predatory species –
Deviants, an objective they dare not
veer away from by, say, fighting
any other big bads from the last 22
films – must unravel a mysterious
death in the ranks while Deviants
and another illusive foe threaten the
planet after a long rest simply living
in the shadows.
To the film’s credit, the full rationale for why these folks never
appeared in the 11th hour to help
the Avengers is satisfying enough.
Plenty of dissatisfaction follows.
While Sersi (Gemma Chan, previously in “Captain Marvel” as a
kinda unrecognizable minor villain)
serves as the audience’s primary
point of entry, her own heroic journey lacks a punch.
Until the explosive third act,
things meander along, though
declaring them entirely boring and
terribly executed are complaints too
far. “Eternals” should be better –
forced humor particularly stands
out – but it’s also not a complete
failure, not even close. Other MCU
entries come far closer.
Still having trouble with that
47%? Consider its audience score
of 80%. This is especially notable
considering RT users are quite
aggressive in their disdain, previously tanking “Star Wars: The Last
Jedi’s” audience score and attempting to do so for “Black Panther”
prior to its premiere. So, this hostile
digital space didn’t target
“Eternals.”
Boulevard” with deaf and hearing
actors re-interpreting its characters
at 2 p.m. on Nov. 13. The production will include live ASL interpretation.
At 7:30 p.m., a to-be-announced
guest director will take on a Live
Read of Steve Martin’s “L.A.
Story” in celebration of the film’s
30th anniversary.
Each event is approximately 90
minutes with
no
intermission. Tickets are $40 per
program, or $30 per program for
Wallis subscribers and Film
Independent Members.
For information or tickets, call
(310)746-4000 or visit thewallis.org/fi.

Academy Museum celebrates Native American programming

On Nov. 6, during National
Native American Heritage Month,
the Academy Museum of Motion
Pictures brought together Native
American and Indigenous community leaders and filmmakers for an
evening to celebrate the museum’s
commitment to showcasing the
work of Native American and
Indigenous film artists.
In attendance were Native
American film artists Tantoo
Cardinal, Robbie Robertson, Buffy
Sainte-Marie and Wes Studi, all of
whose body of work was celebrated.
The evening was preceded by
two days of film screenings,
including “Qapirangjuq: Inuit
Knowledge and Climate Change,”
“Maq and the Spirit of the Woods,”
“Listuguj Mi’gmaq Legends,”
“The Mountain of SGaana,”
“Flood,” “Christmas at Moose
Factory,” “Walking is Medicine”
and “Isabelle’s Garden.”
The museum will run encore

photo courtesy of the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures

Wes Studi, Joely Proudfit, Alanis Obomsawin and Tantoo Cardinal celebrated the Academy Museum’s Native programming and Native
American film artists on Nov. 6.

screenings of “Qapirangjuq: Inuit
Knowledge and Climate Change”
on Nov. 16 and the short films on
Nov. 20. Additionally, the 20th
anniversary
screening
of

“Atanarjuat” The Fast Runner” will
be held on Nov. 20.
The evening began with a blessing by Tongva Spiritual Leader
Jimi Castillo.
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Gemma Chan stars as Sersi, an Eternal who has the ability to alter the
molecular structure of all living matter.

Conversely, critics collectively
went overboard. “Eternals” is no
flop, instead sitting quite nicely
next to mid-tier MCU flicks like
“Captain Marvel” and “Guardians
of the Galaxy Vol. 2.”
There’s plenty to enjoy: a poetic
tone, hints at grander entities in the
universe and some incredibly memorable action sequences. The film’s
greatest strength, however, is inclusion, particularly a gay hero,
Phastos (Brian Tyree Henry), the
Eternals’ scientific mind, serves a
central role, enjoying an on-screen
kiss.
That might seem like a low bar
for inclusion, but oh boy does
Marvel seem entirely uninterested
in love stories, despite how gorgeous and toned all its stars become
for these films – comedian Kumail

Nanjiani landed a Men’s Health
cover for his absurdly cut physique.
“Eternals” also features Marvel’s
first deaf superhero on screen,
expertly played by deaf actor
Lauren Ridloff (“The Walking
Dead,” “Sound of Metal”). Her
character Makkari is a speedster,
and she enjoys the film’s best
thrilling moments, though she doesn’t arrive for some time and hardly
undergoes much of a story arc.
Putting aside the film’s faux
failing grade, “Eternals” is decent
but hardly lives up to what it
could have been. At minimum,
that’s a passing grade, alongside
some points for effort. It’s a different Marvel outing to a degree,
lacing flashbacks of human history throughout the film’s many
mysteries.
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Scholarship celebrates Charles White’s legacy
Otis College of Art and Design
named a four-year scholarship program for American artist and educator Charles White.
The Charles White Art and
Design Scholarship celebrates the
legacy of the artist and serves to
honor his enduring influence as an
Otis faculty member from 1965
until his death in 1979. The scholarship is made possible in part
through a $10 million gift from
Mei-Lee Ney, Chair of Otis
College’s Board of Trustees, and is
launched in cooperation with
White’s son, C. Ian White, and the
Charles White Archives.
“We are extraordinarily grateful
to Mei-Lee for her generous gift
and shared commitment to Otis
College’s important diversity, equity and inclusion work and to Ian
White for partnering with us to celebrate his father’s work and legacy,” Otis College president Charles
Hirschhorn said. “The Charles
White Art and Design Scholarship
is one of many ways Otis College is
expanding access to arts education

for young creatives in Los Angeles
and beyond.”
The inaugural scholarship will be
awarded to an incoming first-year
art and design student from an
underrepresented group in Los
Angeles County in spring 2022 for
a fall start. Beginning in 2023, the
scholarship will expand to include
one student from Los Angeles
County, and one from anywhere in
the United States, using the same
selection criteria as the Los Angeles
County scholarship.
“This scholarship program creates an opportunity for a young
artist to explore their creative gifts.
Charles White was twice denied
scholarships to further his artistic
interests as a young adult solely
based on his pigmentation,” C. Ian
White said. “As an established
artist, he was even denied entry to
see his own work because of his
pigmentation. I appreciate the generous gift by Mei-Lee for her
recognition of White’s contribution
and acknowledgement of the lack
of students of color in artistic insti-

tutions.”
White was renowned for his figurative style, which ran counter to
abstract movements of the time, as
well as his representations of Black
life and his commentary on social
justice issues as seen through his
paintings, drawings, lithographs
and murals. As an instructor, White
influenced the work and practice of
such celebrated artists as Kerry
James Marshall, David Hammons,
Richard Wyatt Jr., Alonzo Davis,
Judithe Hernández and Kent
Twitchell.
“Generations of students were
impacted by Charles White’s presence on the Otis campus, who were
and continue to be tremendous contributors in their own right to the
arts and their communities,” C. Ian
White said. “This scholarship will
be an avenue for young creatives to
enter the arts and build a more
inclusive cultural landscape.”
Ney’s $10 million gift is among
the largest in Otis College’s history.
To commemorate her generosity, a
building on the college’s Goldsmith
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Charles White works on a painting in 1978. An Otis College of Art and
Design scholarship was created in his honor.

campus in Westchester will be
named after her.
“It’s an honor to provide access
for underrepresented students to an
art and design education at Otis
College, an institution I care about
deeply,” Ney said. “Charles White

opened the door for so many artists
of diverse backgrounds through his
impactful work and teaching, and
it’s wonderful to continue that legacy through this new scholarship.”
For
information,
visit
otis.edu/charles-white-scholarship.

CAAM names new director Holocaust Museum names new board members

The California African American
Museum announced that curator,
arts administrator and community
leader Isabelle Lutterodt will join
the museum’s staff as deputy director, effective Dec. 2.
Lutterodt was appointed to the
role by Gov. Gavin Newsom. Since
2015, Lutterodt has been the director of Barnsdall Art Park and its
facilities, including the Los Angeles
Municipal Art Gallery.
“I am deeply honored to have
been appointed by Gov. Newsom to
join the team at CAAM as deputy
director,” Lutterodt said. “CAAM
has played a significant role in
shaping my understanding of the
importance of engaging communities in dialogue through exhibitions
and public programs. I look forward to building on the museum's
dynamic curatorial vision, expanding its educational programs,
increasing access to the collections
and uplifting the achievements of
African Americans throughout
California’s history.”
At Barnsdall Park, Lutterodt
oversaw various facilities including
Barnsdall Art Center, Barnsdall
Junior Arts Center, Barnsdall Junior
Arts Center Gallery and Los
Angeles Municipal Art Gallery.
“On behalf of our board of directors and staff, we are thrilled to welcome Isabelle Lutterodt to
CAAM,” Executive Director
Cameron Shaw said. “Her deep
experience leading civic art institutions, combined with her commit-
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New California African American
Museum director Isabelle Lutterodt

ments to contemporary art, local
history and community engagement, will undoubtedly serve
CAAM well, as we strive to engage
with even wider audiences in Los
Angeles, the West and beyond.”
Prior to her stint at Barnsdall Park,
Lutterodt was director of visual arts at
Angels Gate Cultural Center in San
Pedro, and exhibition coordinator and
exhibition manager at University Art
Gallery, UC San Diego.
Lutterodt holds a bachelor’s
degree in art with a minor in
African American Studies from
Guilford College, Greensboro,
North Carolina, as well as a master
of fine arts degree in photography
from California Institute of the Arts,
and a master’s in art museum and
gallery studies from the University
of Leicester, United Kingdom.

Rescue fund plan approved
The U.S. Department of
Education announced the approval
of California’s American Rescue
Plan Elementary and Secondary
School Emergency Relief on Nov. 4.
California’s plan details how the
state is using and plans to use ARP
ESSER funds to sustain the safe
operation of schools and equitably
expand opportunity for students
who need it most.
As students and states return to
school, the department released
the Return To School Roadmap,
which provides key resources and
support for students, parents and
educators. ARP funds can be used
to support the roadmap’s efforts.
Earlier this year, the department

distributed two-thirds of the ARP
ESSER funds, totaling $81 billion,
throughout the country. The
remaining one-third of the funding
will be made available once state
plans are approved.
California will receive $15 billion total in ARP ESSER funds.
“I am excited to announce
approval of California’s plan,”
U.S. Secretary of Education
Miguel Cardona said. “It is heartening to see, reflected in these
state plans, the ways in which
states are thinking deeply about
how to use American Rescue Plan
funds to continue to provide critical support to schools and communities.”

The Holocaust Musuem L.A.
announced that Guy Lipa will
serve as the new board chair and
Patsy Palmer and Yaniv Tepper
will serve as vice chairs.
Lipa, the grandson of Holocaust
survivors, is the founding partner
of Parallel Capital, LLC, a real
estate investment firm, and is also
the principal of Lipa Consulting
Group, a consultancy focused on
strategic planning and privatepublic-partnerships.
He sits on the advisory board of
several early and mid-stage technology companies and serves as a
commissioner on the Los Angeles
City Civil Service Commission.
Lipa’s participation with
Holocaust Museum L.A. has
evolved over the last decade, from
being a member of 3G@HMLA, a
group made up of grandchildren

of survivors, to joining the board,
where he served as vice chair.
“The birth of my son Oliver last
year really put into perspective
that by the time he is old enough
to have a meaningful conversation
about the Holocaust, there might
not be any first-hand witnesses left
to tell their stories,” Lipa said.
“We must continue to do everything we can to educate about the
Holocaust and its social relevance
today. I want my son to grow up in
a world without pain, suffering
and devastation caused by hate.”
Palmer and Tepper are joining
the executive board for the first
time. After practicing as a therapist for many years, Palmer began
volunteering as a docent at the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art
and at Holocaust Museum L.A.
Tepper, the son of survivors, is the
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Guy Lipa

managing partner and co-founder
of Angeleno Group, one of the
country’s largest dedicated clean
energy and sustainability investment firms.
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Film festival focuses on Latinx works LACO returns to the stage

Latino Theater Company presents RE:Encuentro2021, a virtual
Latinx theater festival featuring 16
companies and performers from
across the U.S. in digital residence
at the Los Angeles Theatre Center.
In addition to performances and
panel discussions that will be open
to the public, participating artists
will work together in private workshops. RE:Encuentro 2021 follows
on the heels of previous Latino
Theater Company festivals, including a national Encuentro in 2014
and an international Encuentro de
las Americas in 2017.
Streaming performances and
panels can be experienced for free
via Latino Theater Company’s
online
platform
at
latinotheaterco.org. The online
event will run from Nov. 12
through Nov. 21.
RE:Encuentro 2021 kicks off at 6
p.m. on Nov. 12 with a streaming
performance
of
“Whittier
Boulevard,” a new ensembledevised work-in-progress by festival host Latino Theater Company.
Employing its trademark blend of
comedy, drama, music, dance and
theatrical magic, the company
takes viewers to Los Angeles in the
year 2042. Years of fires, torrential
rain, anarchy and bloodshed have
led to a totalitarian city-state where
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The Latino Theater Company will perform “Whittier Boulevard” during the
RE:Encuentro2021 virtual Latinx theater festival.

the elderly disappear and their stories are forgotten.
On the eve of her 75th birthday,
faded Chicana starlet Veronica Del
Rio enlists the help of her loudmouth nurse, a kind-hearted policeman and a down-on-his-luck poet.
Will Veronica find love before it’s
too late?
The festival continues throughout the week with a variety of per-

formances, including musical
films, book-to-film adaptations and
student-driven productions. All the
films feature Latinx culture, history
and artists.
Each of the public events will
remain available to view on
demand for 10 days following the
initial festival streaming date.
Admission to all public events is
free at latinotheaterco.org.

Los
Angeles
Chamber
Orchestra will launch its 2021-22
season with two celebrated masterworks on Nov. 13.
At University of California Los
Angeles’ Royce Hall, Music
Director Jaime Martín will lead
acclaimed pianist Jeffrey Kahane
on Mozart’s “Piano Concerto No.
22” in E-flat major, noted for its
colorful interplay between piano
and woodwinds.
Martín also will conduct
Beethoven’s “Symphony No. 3”
in E-flat major, considered among
the composer’s greatest works.
“We have planned a wonderful
musical celebration to welcome
patrons back to the concert hall to,
once again, savor LACO’s artistry
and experience the power, emotion and joy of live music,”
Martín said. “It will be a true
‘family affair’ with LACO’s
remarkable Conductor Laureate
Jeffrey Kahane joining us on

piano to open the program. I have
tremendous respect and admiration for Jeffrey and am deeply
honored to, once again, share the
stage with him, especially for this
significant concert.”
The concert, which marks the
orchestra’s full return to the concert hall since the pandemic shuttered live performances more than
18 months ago, is the first of 13
orchestral, chamber and new
music programs offered this season by LACO.
“LACO is thrilled to return to a
full season of live performances,”
executive
director
Ben
Cadwallader said. “The opening
program embraces the orchestra’s
legacy as one of the world’s leading Mozart interpreters while also
showcasing its stellar artistic leadership.”
Tickets start at $29 and can be
purchased online at laco.org or by
calling (213)622-7001 x1.

Scrooge helps collect money for charity

The five-time Tony Award-winning production of “A Christmas
Carol” playing at the Center
Theatre
Group’s Ahmanson
Theatre has announced a partnership with a local nonprofit, continuing a tradition set in London and
on Broadway to support local communities in need.
Throughout the run of “A
Christmas Carol” in Los Angeles,
Nov. 30 through Jan. 1, the company will take collections to support the South L.A. Cafe
Community Foundation, which
focuses on community access and
equity for food justice, workforce
development, impact entrepreneurship and conscious business
building.
Following each performance, “A
Christmas Carol” company members will encourage the audience to
donate to South L.A. Cafe
Community Foundation as they
exit to help sponsor grocery boxes
that will be distributed to the com-

munity.
South L.A. Cafe Community
Foundation programs include
Grocery Giveaway, a weekly free
food distribution that has provided
free fresh food to more than 70,000
local residents facing food insecurity, and the Cafe Academy, an onthe-job training program that hired
more than 40 South L.A. residents
who would typically be deemed
“un-hirable.”
Led by Emmy Award-winning
actor Bradley Whitford, Tony
and Emmy Award nominee Kate

Burton and Grammy and SAG
Award nominee Alex Newell, the
magical new interpretation of
Charles Dickens’ timeless story,
was adapted by Tony Award winner Jack Thorne and originally
directed and conceived by Tony
Award
winner
Matthew
Warchus.
Tickets start at $40. The show
will be held at Ahmanson Theatre,
located at 135 N Grand Ave.
For information and tickets, visit
centertheatregroup.org or call
(213)972-4400.

Sylva Bezian, DDS

photo courtesy of Center Theatre Group

Emmy Award-winning actor Bradley
Whitford will play Ebenzer Scrooge
in Center Theatre Group’s “A
Christmas Carol.”

• General & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Full Mouth Reconstruction
• Periodontal Surgery, Maintenance and Treatment
• Clear and removable aligners to straighten teeth
• Extractions, Root Canals
• Dental Implants and Implant Restorations
• Full and Partial Removable Dentures
• Fixed Bridges, Fillings, Crowns
• Teeth Cleaning & Zoom in Office Whitening
Voted Top Dentist In Los Angeles
• Emergency Dentistry
2018-2020
Each Patient is known by name not a number
Yelp 5 Star rating
USC Dental School Graduate
Lifetime Member American
Dental Assoc., CA Dental Assoc.,
Los Angeles Dental Assoc.

Evening & Saturday Appts Available
Larchmont Medical Building
321 N. Larchmont Blvd. Ste 517, LA 90004

(323)957-5100 • www.sylvabeziandds.com
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Pianist Jeffrey Kahane will join LACO for its first full live performance
since the pandemic began.
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Get into the holiday swing
at Dodger Stadium
Dodger Stadium will be filled
with holiday cheer for the Dodgers
Holiday Festival, where guests will
experience the newly-renovated
Centerfield Plaza and find an array
of holiday surprises, interactive
experiences and larger-than-life
light installations that will provide
fun for the whole family.
The celebration will be held at
Dodger Stadium nightly from 5-10
p.m. on weekdays, and 3-10 p.m.
on weekends from Nov. 26 through
Dec. 31.
For the first time, guests can celebrate with an illuminated, open-air
ice skating experience constructed
across the outfield. The ice rink will
run 30-minute ticketed sessions
throughout each date.
Santa Claus will also land his
sleigh in the bullpen. Make reservations for one-hour time slots for
professional photos with Santa and
the kids.
Continue the night with plenty of
fun for all members of the family,
including full-service bars, holidaythemed food and more Dodger
Stadium favorite concessions.
Other events include interactions

with Santa’s elves, nightly live
musical performances, bounce
houses, holiday crafts and holiday
gift shopping.
The Los Angeles Dodgers
Foundation will operate its homebase in the Centerfield Plaza,
where guests may purchase holiday gifts such as T-shirts, bobbleheads and autographed memorabilia. LADF will also collect new or
gently-used baseball and softball
gloves for use in its sports-based
youth development program,
Dodgers RBI.
When purchasing tickets for the
Holiday Festival, guests may add a
donation to support LADF’s mission of tackling the most pressing
problems facing Los Angeles by
helping to improve education and
health care, combating homelessness and assuring social justice for
all Angelenos.
Tickets, with prices starting at
$16, must be purchased online in
advance. Specially-ticketed activities include ice skating and photos
with Santa.
For information and tickets, visit
dodgers.com/holidayfestival.

Artists to discuss history of Black portraiture

photo courtesy of LACMA

Artists Jordan Casteel, Paul Mpagi Sepuya, Lyle Ashton Harris, Lezley Saar and Titus Kaphar will talk about
portraiture in a LACMA speaker series.

Presented
in
conjunction
with “The Obama Portraits Tour”
and “Black American Portraits,” an
exhibition that reframes portraiture
to center Black American subjects,
sitters and spaces, the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art will host a
series of panels with portraiture
artists.
The series, titled “5 Questions, 5
Artists: Reframing Portraiture”
includes conversations between
the artists and LACMA curators
and educators.
Each artist will be presented
with the same five key questions
about portraiture, exploring how
the art form functioned historically
in an encyclopedic collection

while also providing viewers with
new perspectives on representation.
The series kicked off on Nov. 9
with artist Jordan Casteel. It will
continue with Paul Mpagi Sepuya
on Nov. 17, Lyle Ashton Harris on
Nov. 30, Lezley Saar on Dec. 9 and
Titus Kaphar on Dec. 15.
Mpagi Sepuya is a photographer
and artist whose works focus heavily on the relationship between
artist and subject. He often
explores the intimacy of studio
photography.
Harris has worked in photographic media, collage, installation
and performance art to comment
on societal constructs of sexuality

and race.
Saar’s portraiture artwork is
responsive to race, gender, female
identity and her own ancestral history. She works primarily with
mixed media and oil and acrylic
paintings.
Kaphar is a painter, sculptor,
filmmaker and installation artist
who confronts history by dismantling classical structures and styles
of visual representation. He reconfigures art history to include Black
subjects.
All panels will be held from
noon to 1 p.m. on Zoom. All
events are free to attend, though
reservations are required.
For information, visit lacma.org.

Art exhibition sheds light on conservation

photo courtesy of the Dodgers

Angelenos can get into the holiday spirit with holiday lights, ice skating
and visits with Santa at Dodger Stadium.

Remembering those who
serve on Veterans Day

The Nov. 11, 1954, issue of the Park Labrea News offered a special
tribute in observance of Veterans Day. In November 1919, President
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the first commemoration of Armistice Day
on Nov. 11 in celebration of the end of World War I, according to the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. In 1938, the U.S. Congress designated Nov. 11 as an annual legal holiday and in 1954, changed the holiday’s name to Veterans Day in recognition of all members who have
served in the armed forces. This year, the city of West Hollywood will
hold a virtual Veterans Day tribute on Nov. 11, at 11 a.m. on the
WeHoTV YouTube channel at youtube.com/wehotv. Forest Lawn is also
holding a virtual Veterans Day observance on Nov. 11, at 11 a.m. To
view the event, visit facebook.com/forestlawn.

Barnsdall Art Park Foundation
will debut the Barnsdall Olive
Wood Workshop Exhibition and
Online Auction from Nov. 13 to
Dec. 4 at the contemporary art
gallery Luis De Jesus Los
Angeles.
The Barnsdall Olive Wood
Workshop was established by
the
Barnsdall
Art
Park
Foundation to transform recently pruned and saved olive wood
limbs from the park's trees as
part of the ongoing Olive Grove

revitalization efforts into creative new objects.
The group exhibition will feature
original Barnsdall olive wood
transformed into pieces of art by 22
L.A. artists, designers, architects
and landscape architects.
Participating artists include
Janna Ireland, JPW3, Cayetano
Ferrer, Kelly Akashi, Azadeh
Shladovsky, Nancy Monk and
Jamie Bush.
The exhibited olive wood objects
will be sold through an online

fundraising auction with net profit
being divided between the creator
and the Barnsdall Olive Grove
Fund.
The fundraising initiative will
benefit the revitalization of
Barnsdall Art Park’s historic Olive
Grove with the goal to plant 40 new
olive trees and maintain the health
and overall condition of the site’s
463 existing olive trees.
For more information, visit
barnsdall.org/olive-wood-workshop.

Bogie’s Liquor
It’s Fall Football Season
Stock up for your tailgate party here!
USC - - UCLA
We carry the finest in
• Beer
• Wine
• Spirits
• Champagne
• Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine

Call us! 323-469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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Wage increase worries WeHo businesses Metro’s subway progress continues
From page 1
until they reach the $17.64 minimum wage.
All workers will be paid the full
minimum wage by July 1, 2023.
The minimum wage will then be
adjusted each July in accordance
with the Consumer Price Index.
Council members said that
although they would like to see the
minimum wage set at a higher rate,
this increase is a good place to
start.
“This is about how we can help
people earn a little bit more and
ultimately how we can make sure
this city does set a national standard for what we think about when
it comes down to labor,”
Councilman John Erickson said.
Many business owners said the
change will put an additional burden on those who are already
struggling.
Brett Latterie, owner of The
Den on Sunset Boulevard, said his
business would incur a large additional annual expense as a result of
the ordinance, on top of loans and
back rent he owes due to COVID19.
“Restaurants will have to
respond by raising prices, reducing
service, cutting hours, cutting service or closing for good,” he said.
“People will be out of work. The
ordinance is going to harm the
very people who need it the most.”
Lee Maen, owner of BOA
Steakhouse and Katana LA,
agreed and said that although he’s
“supportive of being socially progressive,” the increase will “kill
businesses” in West Hollywood.
“Being this much higher than
our neighboring cities is going to
empty out storefronts and the energy of West Hollywood,” he said.
“Why would someone open up a
business here where labor is 30%
higher when you could open next
door? If our lease was up, we’d
move.”
Still, council members said
many businesses are already paying their employees the rate set
forth by the ordinance, and the
citywide increase is necessary to
help all residents live above the
poverty line.
Kenny Tashman, owner of
Tashman Home Center, said the
minimum wage is meant to serve
as an entry-level wage for younger
workers, not as a livable wage. By
raising the minimum wage,
Tashman said the city will force

photo by Brynn Mechem

Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne said West Hollywood’s increased minimum wage is just a start.

out younger employees because
businesses will begin to only hire
those with more job training.
Additionally, he said that raising
the wage will require him to raise
the prices at his store, which will
likely cause customers to seek
business at a big-box store or
online.
“If I raise my prices, my customers might not shop in my store
because West Hollywood is a
small island in the middle of
L.A.,” Tashman said. “They can
go to other stores that may not
raise the wage.”
According to the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, the living
wage needed to support a single
person in Los Angeles is $19.25 an
hour. Council members said
they’d like to see a future where all
employees within the city make
that wage.
“Income inequality has crushed
the middle class, has crushed service workers,” Mayor Pro
Tempore Sepi Shyne said after the
decision. “Most workers have to
work two to three jobs just to make
ends meet. We did a huge thing,
but let’s not kid ourselves, it’s just
a start because $17.64 is not yet a
living wage.”
The new wage surpasses
California’s statewide minimum
wage, which will increase in
January to $15 an hour for businesses with 26 or more employees,
making it the highest statewide
minimum wage in the country.
Aside from a pay increase, the
ordinance will also include at least
96 hours of annual paid sick,
vacation and personal leave, and

an additional 80 hours of uncompensated sick leave for all
employees, which Tashman said
will incur even more costs for
businesses.
Currently, Tashman gives his 34
employees a week of paid vacation and three sick days. The ordinance, he said, more than doubles
that.
“This just sends the message
that [the council] doesn’t care
about small businesses,” Tashman
said. “It’s really a ploy to undermine businesses and they’re going
to regret it. Businesses will suffer,
employees will suffer and the
community will suffer.”
The ordinance authorizes City
Manager David Wilson to grant a
waiver to businesses that can
demonstrate compliance with the
minimum wage would force the
employer to shut down, reduce its
workforce by more than 20% or
curtail employees’ total hours by
more than 30%.
If the waiver is granted, the
employer shall pay the state’s
minimum wage for the waiver
period, which will not exceed one
year.
“The waiver is built in to ensure
that our businesses have the ability to survive, because our businesses are important to us,” Shyne
said. “But now we want to make
sure that the stories of workers,
the stories of residents, the stories
of renters are heard and that they
are as equally important for us.
That’s what equity is.”
The City Council will take a
final vote on the ordinance at its
Nov. 15 meeting.

Board of education appoints Gabriel Halimi
From page 1
Duardo to order a special election
within 30 days of the appointment.
Approximately 340 signatures
would be required to do so.
The Los Angeles County Office
of Education could not determine if
the public had petitioned the superintendent for a special election by
deadline.
President Rachelle Marcus said
Halimi could not attend Tuesday’s
meeting, as he was out of town. She
said the new board member will be
sworn in at a later date.
“I want to thank everybody again
for their interest in applying,”
Marcus said. “We just had to pick
one. Unfortunately, we couldn’t
pick them all.”
The board interviewed seven candidates for the position. The other
six were retired physician Michal
Amir-Salkin, physician Aaron
Reitman, attorney/advisor Judith

Friedman and attorneys Brigitte
Lifson, Judith Manouchehri and
Robert E. Myers.
Halimi could not be reached for
comment by deadline. However,
according to his application, he is the
CEO and vice-chairman of Flo
Technologies Inc. Halimi is also the
general manager of the Consumer
Protected Channel and the vice president of smart transformation for
Fortune Brands Global Plumbing
Group.
Furthermore, he was a partner at
Raines Feldman LLP and the vice
president of corporate operations for
Umami Burger.
He graduated from Beverly Hills
High School in 2000. During his year
as a student board member, Halimi
co-sponsored a resolution that led to
the installation of lights at the football stadium, “which was very controversial at the time and required

significant community outreach,”
according to his application.
Halimi said he’s had “significant”
community involvement in Beverly
Hills, having worked with organizations such as the Jewish Federation
of Greater Los Angeles, the Society
of Young Philanthropists, Moishe
House and Or Shemesh, a preschool
and summer camp he co-founded
during the pandemic.
“I’m a product of BHUSD, having graduated from Hawthorne and
Beverly Hills High School, so I
have a unique vantage point into the
business of education in Beverly
Hills and have a strong desire to
give back for our next generation of
students,” he said in the application.
“I moved into Beverly Hills approximately eight months ago for a number of reasons, but not least of which
was to hopefully put my young four
children in BHUSD schools.”

Metro is planning work at many
locations along Wilshire Boulevard
during the coming weeks as the
Purple Line Extension subway project moves ahead.
In Century City, underground
pipes and infrastructure are being
relocated through early 2022.
Partial traffic lane closures are in
place on Avenue of the Stars to
facilitate station excavation, hauling and material deliveries.
Eastbound and westbound vehicle
access on Constellation Boulevard
will be maintained between
Century Park West and Century
Park East.
Two tunneling machines are currently digging east from Century
City under Beverly Hills. At the
start of November, one machine
reached Wilshire/Bedford and the
other reached Wilshire/Roxbury.
The machines will continue tunneling east until they reach the future
Wilshire/ La Cienega station, where
tunneling for the first section of the
subway line is completed.
In Beverly Hills, geotechnical
instruments atop poles will be temporarily installed on public sidewalks along Wilshire Boulevard to
monitor construction in November.
Each instrument will be in place for
approximately one month before
being removed and relocated.
Crews are continuing construction underground at the future
Wilshire/Rodeo subway station.
The floor has been completed and
walls are under construction. Lane
reductions will be in place along
Wilshire Boulevard between El
Camino and Crescent drives in
November to support work at the
station.
Metro is also advising about
weekend lane reductions on
Wilshire Boulevard between
Carson Road and La Cienega
Boulevard for subsurface investigation. The work is necessary to
determine if additional jet grouting
and soil improvement is required to
support the subway tunnels.
Farther east, work is ongoing at
the future Wilshire/La Cienega subway station. Concrete and material
deliveries will continue to construction staging areas near Wilshire/La
Cienega. Work will continue 24
hours in the La Cienega and Gale
staging yards.
Metro is also making progress on
the future Wilshire/Fairfax subway
station. Crews are working on
appendage structures housing vital
systems near Wilshire/Fairfax.
Work will also continue on the
south side of Wilshire Boulevard at
Orange Grove Avenue through
April 2022.
Crews are nearing the completion of construction for the
Wilshire/La Brea station and will
be working on the final appendage
structures, including passageways,
entrances and exits, over the next
four to five months. Plans call for
the temporary decking on Wilshire
Boulevard between La Brea
Avenue and Orange Drive to be
removed as early as April. The
work will require eight to 10 full
weekend closures of Wilshire
Boulevard in the area, similar to
closures that occurred in 2016
when the decking was placed on the
road surface over the subway station. Metro will provide further
information once project details are
available.
Crews are also anticipated to
begin installing permanent rails in
the tunnels between Wilshire/La
Brea and Wilshire/Western in
December. The next lunchtime
webinar on Purple Line Extension
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Crews are installing sprinklers and
other safety measures at the
Wilshire/La Brea subway station.

construction is scheduled on
Wednesday, Dec. 1, at noon.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.
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Resort proposal has support, developer says
From page 1
be vulnerable to becoming commercialized,” he added. “That’s
how bad it is.”
Schlesinger said traffic would be
non-stop, as staff and deliveries
would be in and out of the hotel all
day. Robert Mann, co-founder of
Save Our Canyon, said there are
also environmental and fire hazard
issues, and it will likely be intolerably loud.
“Someone can be having a party
literally a mile away in the canyon,
and you can hear it throughout the
entire canyon. … The people who
show up for parties do not understand how quiet it is here, and they
don’t care,” Mann said.
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, has introduced a motion
that would instruct the city’s director of planning to rescind the project’s General Plan amendment
request, stating that the project
“does not reflect the land use patterns, trends and uses in the immediate area” and “may have a significant effect on the environment.”
Mann expects opponents to send
between 300 and 400 letters to the
PLUM committee by Nov. 30,
when it is scheduled to consider
Koretz’s motion. He said approximately 120 had already been sent.
“I don’t think this hotel will ever

be built,” Mann added. “It’s beyond
us why this developer continues to
go down this path and waste the
time of the community and the city
on this ridiculous project.”
Alison Simard, a spokesperson
for Koretz, said the developers have
conducted an environmental study
of the site, which is being considered for environmental protections
anyway.
“There’s so many levels on why
this is not entitled,” she said.
According to the motion, the proposal would remove existing trees,
including some that are protected,
in an area that is home to “threatened species” identified by the
California Department of Fish and
Wildlife.
It would strain infrastructure in a
community designed for singlefamily development, and it would
be isolated from public transportation and services, “which underscores the unessential nature of the
project.”
In a statement, Safady, the developer, said the project has community support.
“Our project has exceptional support from neighbors, the community and public and private organizations and is dedicated to being an
environmentally conscious and for-

ward-thinking development, and
every step of our planning is consistent with this philosophy,” he said.
“We are honored to bring this level
of luxury to the hospitality landscape of Los Angeles and we are
grateful to all those that have come
to understand the project and stand
behind us.
“Furthermore,
since
the
announcement a local neighborhood coalition was started called
EnhanceOurCanyon.org as a platform for the community to learn
about the project and voice their
support. Since Day One, our doors
have been open to anybody who
wanted to take a tour to understand
the project. It is unfortunate that the
minority of those opposing the project refuse to take a tour and understand the project and its true benefits to the neighborhood and the city
of Los Angeles.
“The project also continues to
undergo extensive environmental
review by the city, as required by
the California Environmental
Quality Act. We value the community input and believe that the
preservation of this iconic landscape is imperative. We look forward to the city releasing a draft
environmental study and approving
the project.”

Committee approves ‘hybrid’ redistricting map
From page 1
would include Griffith Park, Los
Feliz and a sliver extending into
Silver Lake where Raman lives.
The independent redistricting
commission
recommended
extending the district boundaries
north to Shadow Hills and Sun
Valley.
However, the council’s new map
extends the 4th District northwest
into the San Fernando Valley to
include Studio City, Sherman
Oaks and Encino.
The hybrid map approved by the
council moves the Miracle Mile,
Hancock Park, Windsor Square
and Larchmont Village from the
4th District to the 5th District.
Most of Hollywood will be included in the 13th District.
Additionally, Councilman Paul
Krekorian’s 2nd District, which
potentially could have been moved
farther west in the San Fernando
Valley per the independent redistricting commission’s map, will
largely be kept in place in the
North Hollywood area in the map
approved by the council.
A spokeswoman from Raman
said on Nov. 10 that the councilwoman would not be making any
further comments on redistricting
at this time and provided a statement.
“This map was not the outcome
we hoped for when the redistricting process began. We lost far
more of our district than any other
council member – 40%, or more
than double than any other council
district – in an overtly politicized
process that unnecessarily left so
many Angelenos in the dark,”
Raman said in the statement. “This
outcome was not inevitable, and it
is only because of the advocacy of
our constituents that we were able
to retain as much of CD4 as we
did.”
Council
President
Nury
Martinez, 6th District, outlined the
process moving forward. The
council will hold a second state

mandated public hearing on Nov.
23 and is expected to vote on an
ordinance enacting the final map
on Dec. 1. The redistricting
process must conclude by the end
of the year.
Martinez said the council’s map
gives appropriate representation to
the San Fernando Valley while
also limiting the number of neighborhood councils split among districts. The new map also keeps
Koreatown entirely in the 10th
District, she said.
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, said he is pleased with the
council’s map and is enthusiastic
about representing new areas
including the Miracle Mile, Park
La Brea and Hancock Park.
“I think, by-and-large, this was a
very positive redistricting for the
residents of Council District 5,”
Koretz said. “We were largely able
to keep the council district intact
and were able unite members of
the orthodox Jewish community.
We were also able to add Pan
Pacific Park, the Los Angeles
Museum of the Holocaust, The
Grove, Television City and the
Farmers Market, as well as Park
La Brea, to the district.”
Council President Pro Tempore
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, also
supports the new map.
“The 13th District’s population
loss in the most recent census
required that the district grow to
ensure fair representation, commensurate with the population in
other City Council districts,”
O’Farrell said. “I am pleased to see
that the vast majority of the existing 13th District remains intact
and am excited to meet new constituents and warmly welcome
new communities into the district.”
Raman
and
Councilman
Marqueece Harris-Dawson, 8th
District, voted no on the council’s
map. Harris-Dawson had sought to
move Exposition Park and the

University of Southern California
into the 8th District, where they
were located prior to the redistricting process in 2010. The council’s
new map keeps Exposition Park
and USC in Councilman Curren
Price’s 9th District.
Krekorian, who was critical of
the independent redistricting commission’s map, said he was
pleased with the outcome of the
council’s vote.
“The hybrid map prepared by
the council’s ad hoc committee
represents a dramatic improvement over the map produced by
the redistricting commission, particularly where the Valley is concerned,” Krekorian said. “The
strong support of the Valley's
neighborhood councils clearly
played a decisive role in this outcome. I’m glad that I will continue
to represent the communities of
the eastern San Fernando Valley,
as I was elected to do.”
Cindy Chvatal-Keane, president
of the Hancock Park Homeowners
Association, supported the move
of her neighborhood into the 5th
District and said it keeps similar
communities together.
“I think it’s pretty good. I am
happy with it for everybody,”
Chvatal-Keane said. “Nithya, at
the end of the day, lost a chunk, but
overall, it keeps 60% of what she
had.”

Answers From Page 23
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Bulgari Resort Los Angeles was originally proposed as The Retreat at
Benedict Canyon in 2018.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE AND SUMMARY
OF ORDINANCE NO. 21-1169
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA
AMENDING ARTICLE 2 OF TITLE 15 OF THE WEST
HOLLYWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO
SOLID WASTE, RECYCLABLES AND ORGANIC
WASTE COLLECTION
Notice is hereby given that on November 15, 2021, the City
Council of the City of West Hollywood will consider the
adoption of Ordinance No. 21-1165 making certain amendments and additions to the West Hollywood Municipal Code
relating to Council Meetings. The following is a summary
of the proposed Ordinance:
Requires single-family residences to subscribe to the
City’s three-container solid waste, recyclables, and organic waste collection services.
Commercial businesses, including multi-family residential
dwellings of five or more units, must also subscribe to the
City’s three-container solid waste collection services.
People must sort their solid waste, recyclables, and organic waste into the appropriate container (gray for
garbage, blue for recyclables, and green for organic
waste such as food waste and yard waste).
Commercial businesses may seek a waiver if they do not
generate significant amounts of waste, or if they lack the
necessary physical space on their premises for certain
containers.
Certain businesses that create edible food must contract
with a food recovery service or organization to donate
that food, and must maintain records related to all food
recovery and donation efforts.
The City may inspect solid waste, recyclables, and organic waste containers in order to ensure compliance
with all source separating (sorting) requirements.
Implements regulations promulgated by the California
Department of Recycling Resources and Recovery to implement SB 1383 (Chapter 395, Statutes of 2016).
Revises provisions in Section 1.08.010.d of the West Hollywood Municipal Code affected by administrative penalty
provisions in Ordinance No. 21-1169 and areas related to
compliance, inspection, and enforcement.
Please note that the above is simply a summary of the Ordinance. To obtain a full understanding of the Ordinance, it
should be read in its entirety. A copy of the full text of the
Ordinance is posted in the City Clerk’s office at 8300 Santa
Monica Boulevard, West Hollywood, CA 90069.
Date: November 4, 2021
Melissa Crowder

City Clerk
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Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
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• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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Looking for an experienced office assistant to join our team! The Beverly Press
and Park Labrea News are well-established weekly newspapers covering
hard news for Beverly Hills, West
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and
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To our new readers:

We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past 3 weeks.
To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!
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Ways to subscribe

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year.
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of
“Our People Our Places” magazine!

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your
Los Angeles Times subscription.

323.393.5238

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer
Enter code 9003

latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

HELLP WANTED

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

World Famous Deli
is looking for:

LINE COOKS

part time
full time
2 years experience
required
Call Marc
(323)839-4447

Support Local
Journalism!
Subscribe Today!
FOR HOME DELIVERY WITH
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES,
CALL 213-283-2274
mention code 9003

1. Energy source
5. Relaxation tubs
9. Military VIP’s
14. “Road” film destination
15. Make ___ for it
16. Weird
17. Prefix to berry
18. Tra __ (singing sounds)
19. “Tokyo ___” movie
20. Biblical combatants
23. Place for pairs
24. Make a sharp turn
25. Odorous
29. Laker, Lamar
31. ___ Tomé
34. Lecterns
35. Argentina’s Peron
36. Drain pit
37. TV first names in solving crime
40. Actress, Blanchett
41. Pet lovers’ org.
42. Bizarre
43. Some TV drama sets
44. Duel tool
45. Matched
46. Can
47. Arles assent
48. Sci-fi duo
57. Less cordial
58. Chaps
59. Civil rights pioneer Parks

60. Got some shuteye
61. At no cost in Germany
62. Right now!
63. Chucks
64. Land measurement
65. “Sure, I’ll go along!”
Down
1. Opening run
2. Plantation of classic literature
3. Norway’s patron saint
4. BMW’s little success
5. Pay
6. Gambado
7. “____ Lang Syne”
8. Hose woe
9. Madhouse
10. Hoist again, as a sail
11. Stage solo
12. Sort carefully
13. Genesis brother
21. ___ Lama
22. Air purifiers use it
25. Ladder rung
26. Grinding tooth
27. Changes
28. Happening right now
29. 16 per lb.
30. Early 20th-century art movement
31. Hotel offering
32. Love, Italian-style
33. Selected

35. Mock
36. Disparaging remark
38. According to
39. Poirot’s forte
44. Puts out
45. Down Under resident
46. Highly skilled
47. More eccentric
48. Catchall abbr.
49. Westwood campus, for short
50. “I don’t believe any of it!”

51. ___ Romeo (sports car)
52. Undercover agent
53. River to the Caspian
54. Be defeated
55. Future atty.’s exam
56. Shrill barks

answers on page 22
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Picture this.

No matter how you frame it, we have been the fastest growing framer
in Southern California for the past 37 years.
We employ protocols to keep our customers and employees safe.
We support the ideals of above average wages and health care for all.
We consistently give back to the community, such as supporting schools,
churches, temples and charitable organizations.
Built on an old-fashioned foundation of honesty and trust,
we stand proud and look forward to continuing to serve you
and the community now and for the future.

Allan Jeffries Framing

8301 W. Third St. • Los Angeles, CA 90048 • 323.655.1296 • www.allanjeffries.com

