
After seven weeks of virtual 
meetings and public input, the 
Los Angeles City Council 
Redistricting Commission 
released a final map on Sept. 30 
with recommended changes to 
City Council district boundaries.  

The commission anticipates a 
finalized map by Oct. 21 and will 
present it to the City Council on 
Oct. 29 for review and considera-
tion. Rafael Gonzalez, director of 
community outreach and engage-
ment for the Los Angeles City 
Council Redistricting 
Commission, cautioned that the 
map released on Sept. 30 may 
change significantly before it is 
finalized and presented to the City 
Council based on further input.   

The map released on Sept. 30 
has concerned many people, 
including City Councilmembers 
Nithya Raman, 4th District, and 

Paul Krekorian, 2nd District, 
whose jurisdictions would change 
dramatically. The redistricting 
commission proposed major 
changes to the boundaries of both 
the 2nd and 4th districts, but 
stopped short of finalizing which 
area would be assigned to which 
council member, instead listing 
the districts as either “2 or 4” and 
“4 or 2,” and allowing the City 
Council to decide who will repre-
sent each district.   

Major changes to the current 
4th District’s boundaries were 
made, such as removing the 
Miracle Mile and Hancock Park 
neighborhoods from the 4th 
District and placing them in the 
5th District, now represented by 
Councilman Paul Koretz. The 
map has the southern boundary of 
the 4th District primarily running 
along the north side of Melrose 
Avenue, with the district extend-
ing north through Hollywood, and 
to Shadow Hills in the upper por-
tions of the San Fernando Valley.   

The map also potentially places 
Krekorian’s 2nd District farther 

Following an article published in 
the Los Angeles Times, the city of 
West Hollywood is sending a warn-
ing to the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department stating that 
city funds should not be used for 
political purposes.   

On Sept. 23, the L.A. Times pub-
lished an article that alleged Sheriff 
Alex Villanueva is using a special 
unit to target his political enemies. 
The article claimed a unit named 
the Civil Rights and Public 
Integrity Detail, comprised of nine 
deputies throughout the county – 
one of whom is assigned to the 
West Hollywood station – has pur-
sued an investigation into several 
political leaders.   

Among the leaders investigated 
are L.A. County Inspector General 
Max Huntsman, L.A. County 
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, 3rd 
District, and Peace Over Violence 
Executive Director Patti Giggans. 
All three have either publicly criti-
cized Villanueva or called for his 
resignation.   

Following the article, the Sheriff’s 
Civilian Oversight Commission 
directed county attorneys to investi-
gate whether the unit broke the law 
in pursuing the investigations.   

West Hollywood’s resolution, 
approved unanimously on Oct. 4, 
directs staff to send correspondence 
to the sheriff’s department to stress 
the city’s opposition to the use of 
public funds and personnel 
assigned to the West Hollywood 
Sheriff’s Station for personal and 
political reasons.   

Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath, 
who sponsored the resolution, said 
city leaders were unaware of the 
unit, why it exists and how exactly 
it is funded. Efforts to target local 

 

Elections rarely breed unity, but 
six of the candidates vying for the 
Los Angeles City Council 5th 
District seat, which will be vacated 
in 2023, have banded together to 
denounce the city’s handling of the 
West Pico Drill Site.  

In a joint press release issued on 
Oct. 1, the six candidates – Molly 
Basler, Jimmy Biblarz, Scott 
Epstein, Kristina Irwin, Katy Young 
Yaroslavsky and Sam Yebri – 
demanded “proper” environmental 
reviews of the oil drilling site and 
voiced their disapproval of the 
city’s “tacit approval of illegal” 
drilling operations.  

“On Jan. 1, 2023, we expect that 
one of us will take office as the new 
council member for CD 5,” states 
the release, which originated from 
Yaroslavsky’s campaign. “We want 
the public and current members of 
[the] City Council to know that 
whoever among us wins election, 
we will not tolerate the evasion of 
legally required environmental 
reviews for oil drill sites, the eva-

sion of legally required zoning 
administrator reviews for oil drill 
sites, and we will certainly not tol-
erate illegal oil drilling – not in our 
council district, nor in any part of 
the city.   

“By-right oil drilling is not 
allowed in urban Los Angeles. It is 
time for the city to obey, implement 
and enforce its own laws.”  

The community-led fight to 
ensure that the site, located at Pico 
Boulevard and Doheny Drive, is 

regulated appropriately dates back 
to its opening in 1965, and it has 
resurfaced many times since then.   

The most recent iteration came to 
be after community members 
demanded that the city and Pacific 
Coast Energy conduct court-
ordered environmental reviews 
stemming from a 2001 court settle-
ment.   

A local nonprofit organization, 
Neighbors for a Safe Environment, 

Twenty-five of the 87 firefight-
ers in the Beverly Hills Fire 
Department have requested med-
ical or religious exemptions to the 
Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health’s health care 
worker vaccine requirement, 
which took effect on Oct. 1.   

The city granted one firefighter 
a medical exemption, and 18 were 
given temporary, 30-day exemp-
tions, according to a press release. 
The city denied six exemptions, 
which led to five firefighters get-
ting vaccinated and one being 
placed on unpaid leave, the release 
states.  

BHFD Chief Greg Barton said 
the department’s quality of service 
will not be impacted. While indi-
vidual opinions on vaccination 
requirements vary, the department 
must follow the county’s directive, 
he said.   

“BHFD will make operational 
adjustments as needed to ensure 
the greatest level of protection for 
the community with vaccinated 
paramedics assigned to engine 

companies wearing full personal 
protective equipment when 
responding on medical calls,” 
Barton said. “Three rescue ambu-
lances have two vaccinated para-
medics on each.”  

When asked why firefighters 
were seemingly fighting the vacci-
nation requirement, the fire chief 
deferred the question to the 
department’s union, the Beverly 
Hills Firefighters Association. 
Representatives of the union did 

not respond to media inquiries by 
deadline.  

In a post no longer available on 
Instagram, the union promoted 
demonstrations on Oct. 5 and 6 at 
the Beverly Hills Civic Center. 
The Oct. 6 protest coincided with 
National Walk to School Day, 
which Mayor Robert Wunderlich 
was celebrating with students 
when they encountered the group 
of approximately 30 protestors.  
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Neighborhood groups and Los Angeles City Council District 5 candidates 
have called for better city oversight of the West Pico Drill Site. 

BH firefighters seek vaccine exemptions

Candidates condemn Pico drill site

By edwin folven                 

By Brynn mechem                 

By AAron Blevins                 
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Beverly Hills Mayor Robert Wunderlich walks in front of anti-vaccine 
protestors on Oct. 6, while attempting to celebrate National Walk to 
School Day with local students. 

See BHFD page 21

By AAron Blevins                 

See Oil page 22

n Anti-vaccine protest 
disrupts National Walk 
to School Day

See Council page 21

n City Council unhappy with investigative unit

WeHo warns sheriff
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Sheriff Alex Villanueva

See Districts page 22

Proposed redistricting map 
draws praise – and rancor
n Public can still  
weigh in at upcoming 
commission meetings

https://dordicklaw.com


The Los Angeles County 
Department of Consumer and 
Business Affairs on Oct. 1 launched 
the L.A. County Rent Registry, 
which contains portals for property 
owners and tenants, and will allow 
property owners to register and 

update property information, report 
changes in tenancy, pay annual reg-
istration fees, track case status and 
request exemptions.   

The registry will add enhanced 
functions in the upcoming months 
for property owners and tenants, 
including the ability to submit appli-
cations for rent adjustments, as well 
as property owner requests for capi-
tal improvement and primary reno-
vation pass-throughs, and notifica-
tions of termination of tenancy 
directly to DCBA.  

Property owners can register their 
rental properties at 
rentregistry.dcba.lacounty.gov. 
DCBA’s Housing and Tenant 
Protections Division will host infor-
mational webinars on the registry 
for property owners and landlords, 
and it will house materials, user 
guides and tutorials.  

Under the County’s Rent 
Stabilization Ordinance and 
Mobilehome Rent Stabilization 
Ordinance, property owners in 
unincorporated Los Angeles County 
are required to register their units by 
Sept. 30 of each year and pay an 
annual registration fee for each unit.  

Annual rental registration fees 
were adopted by the L.A. County 
Board of Supervisors in May 2020, 
establishing a two-tier fee of $90 for 
fully covered units (rent stabilized 
units and mobile home spaces under 
the RSO and MRSO) and $30 for 
just-cause only units (rental units 
exempt from rent stabilization pro-
visions, but subject to just-cause 
eviction protections).  

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic and its substantial finan-
cial impact on property owners and 
tenants, the board adopted a motion 
in July 2021 that waived rental reg-
istration fees for properties regis-
tered by Jan. 1, 2022. After Jan. 1, 
registration fees will resume, and 
late fees will be further assessed for 
properties registered after the annu-
al deadline of Sept. 30.  

For information, call (800)593-
8222. 
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‘Lovett Or Leave It’  
Join Jon Lovett and friends for 
“Lovett Or Leave It: Live Or Else” 
on Thursday, Oct. 7, at 8 p.m. at 
Cinelounge Outdoors. Take a deep 
dive into what’s going on in the 
news. The special guests will be 
Phoebe Robinson and Fortune 
Feimster. The series continues every 
Thursday at 8 p.m. Admission is 
$25 and proof of vaccination is 
required. 1625 N. Las Palmas Ave. 
(323)924-1644, arenascreen.com.  
  

Culinary history  
The Culinary Historians of Southern 
California presents “Searching for 
Amelia: A Quest for the Author of 
the First American Cookbook” with 
retired archivist, historic cook and 
museum teacher Pamela Cooley on 
Saturday, Oct. 9, at 10:30 a.m., via 
Zoom. In 1796, Amelia Simmons 
wrote “American Cookery,” which is 
widely regarded as the first American 
cookbook, but very little else is 
known about her. Through historical 
and genealogical research, Cooley 
has sought to solve the mystery sur-
rounding Simmons. She will reveal 
her results, analyze some often-cited 
theories and pose her own theory 
about the author. Admission is free 
but reservations are required. 
eventbrite.com/e/searching-for-
amelia-a-quest-for-the-author-of-the-
first-american-cookbook-tickets-
178894457137.  
  

Halloween films  
Cinespia is holding outdoor films in 
the spirit of Halloween at 
Hollywood Forever Cemetery, with 
“Labyrinth” on Saturday, Oct. 9, 

and “Blade” on Saturday, Oct. 16. 
“Labyrinth,” directed by Jim 
Henson, stars David Bowie as a daz-
zling glam rock goblin who chal-
lenges young Sarah (Jennifer 
Connelly) to a sprawling quest. In 
“Blade,” a semi-immortal vampire 
tries to purge his urge for blood 
while avenging his mother’s death. 
Can Blade (Wesley Snipes) stop 
ultra-chic bloodsuckers from 
unleashing havoc on the human 
race? Doors open at 5 p.m., films 
start at 7 p.m. Tickets start at $20. 
6000 Santa Monica Blvd. 
cinespia.org.  
  

‘Imagined Wests’  
Join the Autry Museum of the 
American West 
for a conversa-
tion highlighting 
films and themes 
related to the 
upcoming exhi-
bition “Imagined 
Wests” on 
Saturday, Oct. 9, 
at 6 p.m. Autry Museum president 
and CEO Steve Aron will moderate 
a discussion with actor Bill 
Pullman, director Jared Moshé and 
Adam Piron, interim director of the 
Sundance Institute Indigenous 
Program, on the ways films shape 
ideas of the West. Admission is free. 
4700 Western Heritage Way. 
theautry.org.  
  

‘Mexico de Noche’  
Latin music aficionados won’t want 
to miss “Mexico de Noche,” a show 
exploring the energetic and eclectic 
music of Mexican nightlife, on 
Saturday, Oct. 9, at 8 p.m. at the 

Ford Amphitheatre. “Mexico de 
Noche” offers 
an enchanting 
evening under 
the stars featur-
ing serenades 
by Pepe 
Martinez Jr. and 
Susie García, 
mariachi music 
by the all-female strings group 
Mariachi Las Colibrí, and the 
cumbia dance music of Viento 
Callejero. The show is produced by 
the LA Philharmonic in partnership 
with Colibrí Entertainment. Tickets 
start at $50. 2580 Cahuenga Blvd. 
East. theford.com.  
  

‘Salvage’  
Enjoy “Salvage,” a production based 
on a book by Tim Alderson, running 
from Saturday, Oct. 9, through 
Sunday, Nov. 14, at the Hudson 
Theatre. Showtimes are 8 p.m., 
Friday and Saturday; 3 p.m., Sunday. 
Tickets are $35. 6539 Santa Monica 
Blvd. onstage411.com/salvage.  
  

Japanese anime  
Anime fans are invited to a virtual 
Japan Foundation Los Angeles 
workshop titled “Japanese Anime 
Subtitling 101” on Tuesday, Oct. 12, 
from 7-8 p.m. Learn how to subtitle 
anime with the Japan Visualmedia 
Translation Academy using popular 
Japanese animated films such as 
Studio Ghibli’s “Spirited Away.” 
Materials will be provided with 
word-to-word translation, so no 
prior experience in speaking 
Japanese is required. The virtual 
event is open to those 18 and older. 
Registration is required. jflalc.org.  

CALENDAR

Redistricting Commission Shines a Light!      
 

Thank you to all who were able to speak or emailed the commissioners during 
the recent LA Redistricting hearings!  We need your voices again in the up-
coming meetings - October 13th at 6pm, October 9th and 16th at 10am via  
Zoom   Zoom link to join type  https://laccrc2021.org/meetings/ - into your 
browser and scroll down to Upcoming Meetings.  Please continue to submit 
your comments and our message to the commission by emailing fred.ali@lac-
ity.org, frank.cardenas@lacity.org, & redistricting.lacity@lacity.org 

THE STORY: For decades, every time redistricting has been done, the call from Angelenos Citywide has been that 
corruption is rampant. Accusations that maps are being drawn behind closed doors by incumbents or their loyal staff 
members. That community organizing and input is just a sham show to pretend that the public is being listened to. 

Well in 2021 something remarkable is happening: the commission is following the census data, voting rights 
protections, communities of interest, neighborhood council boundaries and the voices of the people.  The in-
dependent commission formed months ago and at the start of it the commissioners created ground rules for ethical 
behavior. They created principles of how they would be respectful of each other and the communities they were 
about to move around on a map. And they agreed that this time, the process would be transparent and done in the 
open. And for months the commission worked off of these principles and the map started to morph based on com-
munity input, particularly for communities of interest. 

We often don't feel like we have a lot to applaud at City Hall between the crime and ever-growing numbers of un-
housed, broken streets and poor air quality. Yet this redistricting commission has stood on principle and stood 
by the community. They have been ethical and listened to so many neighborhood voices. And they adopted  
Draft Map K2.5   https://laccrc2021.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/City-of-LA-Draft-Map-K-2.5-with-
numbers.pdf   

Hancock Park, GWNC and communities of interest are together in CD5! This is what we advocate for! This 
is our message to the Commissioners! 

The process is not over yet. This commission will continue to work and adjustments will be made to the draft map, 
to create a map for the City of LA. That map will then be sent to the City Council for their own review and revision 
process and a final vote. Though shifts around Council Districts will happen, what matters is that this commission 
is unprecedented in putting census data, population, voting rights protections, communities of interest, neigh-
borhood council boundaries and the voices of the people  first over sole political interest. 

Join the historic effort to keep the LA Redistricting Process ethical and transparent!  Hold our City accountable and 
lend your voice in the upcoming meetings - October  13th at 6PM, October 9th and 16th at 10am.  Here's how to 
find the Zoom meeting link. Type https://laccrc2021.org/meetings/  into your browser, scroll down to Upcoming 
Meetings Please continue to submit your comments and our message to the commission by emailing fred.ali@lac-
ity.org, frank.cardenas@lacity.org, & redistricting.lacity@lacity.org 

Please see our website at www.HancockPark.org!   
Join a committee! Come to a Zoom Meeting!  Participate!  We are all volunteers!

The Los Angeles City Council 
approved an ordinance on Oct. 6 
that requires proof of COVID-19 
vaccination to enter many indoor 
businesses.  

The council approved the 
motion on the ordinance with an 
11-2 vote, with Councilman John 
Lee, 12th District, and 
Councilman Joe Buscaino, 15th 
District, voting no.  

The ordinance applies to indoor 
restaurants, coffee shops, salons, 

gyms, movie theaters, shopping 
centers and museums. Customers 
may submit written exemptions 
for religious or medical reasons, 
but they must either show a nega-
tive COVID-19 test or use out-
door facilities.  

Businesses in violation of the 
ordinance will face a warning for 
a first offense, and fines that 
increase up to $5,000 for a fourth 
violation. The city will begin issu-
ing citations on Nov. 29. 

Council approves proof of 
vaccination requirement

photo courtesy of the City of Los Angeles 

Mayor Eric Garcetti signed an ordinance into law on Oct. 6 requiring 
proof of vaccination in most businesses. He was joined by City 
Council President Nury Martinez, left, Council President Pro 
Tempore Mitch O’Farrell and Councilwoman Nithya Raman.

L.A. County launches rent registry 

https://hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org
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Long-awaited Academy Museum opens in Miracle Mile 

The Academy Museum opened 
its doors to the public on Sept. 30, 
letting the first visitors inside the 
landmark institution dedicated to 
the art of moviemaking.  

Officials from the museum and 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences joined Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti, 
Councilwoman Nithya Raman, 4th 
District, state Sen. Ben Allen and 
state Assemblyman Richard Bloom 
for a ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
which was preceded by a Tongva 
Native American ceremony to bless 
the new museum. Film industry rep-
resentatives were also present, 
including Ted Sarandos, co-CEO 
and Chief Content Officer for 
Netflix, and Effie T. Brown, CEO of 

Gamechanger Films, as well as 
Colleen Bell, executive director of 
the California Film Commission. 
The leaders called the new museum 
transformative and invited everyone 
to visit and see for themselves.  

“Los Angeles is the movie capital 
of the world, and we are thrilled to 
be unveiling the Academy Museum 
in the heart of the city,” Kramer 
said.  

Garcetti added that Los Angeles 
City Hall, Union Station and numer-
ous other L.A. landmarks would be 
illuminated in gold light on Sept. 30 
in honor of the Academy Museum.  

“As the creative capital of the 
world, we’re so proud in Los 
Angeles of our legacy of 
moviemaking,” Garcetti said. “The 
Academy Museum is an incredible 
addition to our cultural landscape. 

By honoring the films that have 
sparked our imaginations and even 
changed our lives, it will inspire 
people for generations to come.”  

The Academy Museum, located 
at the northeast corner of Wilshire 
Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue, 
includes six floors with 50,000 
square feet of exhibition space, as 
well as the spherical 1,000-seat 
David Geffen Theater, designed by 
architect Renzo Piano, and the 288-
seat Ted Mann Theater. Both the-
aters will be used for film screen-
ings and special educational events.  

The Academy Museum’s core 
exhibition, “Stories of Cinema,” 
explores the history, arts and sci-
ences of moviemaking. Additional 
inaugural exhibits include “The 
Pixar Toy Story 3D Zoetrope,” 
“The Path to Cinema: Highlights 

from the Richard Balzer 
Collection” and “Backdrop: An 
Invisible Art.” The museum’s first 
temporary exhibit, “Hayao 
Miyazaki,” pays tribute to the 
Japanese filmmaker’s life, career 
and work with Studio Ghibli. 
Museum officials also highlighted 
“The Oscars Experience,” an 
immersive attraction that simulates 
the thrill of walking on stage at the 
Dolby Theatre and accepting an 
Academy Award.  

“I’m proud to say that the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences is among the institu-
tions that have changed things for 
the better,” Academy President 
David Rubin said. “We’ve done it in 
the Academy Film Archive, and in 
the Margaret Herrick Library. 
We’ve done it through our educa-
tional programs, fellowships, grants 
and awards. And now we’ve done it 
by giving Los Angeles, and the 

world, this spectacular new home 
for the movies. We’ve made our 
dream a reality, and we want to wel-
come absolutely everyone to share 
in its treasures and delight in the cel-
ebration of motion pictures.”  

The Academy Museum will host 
a free community celebration from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Oct. 17. Tickets 
to the Academy Museum are avail-
able only through advance online 
reservations by visiting academy-
museum.org/en/tickets, and by 
using the Academy Museum’s 
mobile app. General admission tick-
ets are $25 for adults, $19 for 
seniors 62 and older and $15 for stu-
dents. Admission is free for guests 
17 and under. “The Oscars 
Experience” requires a separate $15 
ticket.  

The Academy Museum is located 
at 6067 Wilshire Blvd. For informa-
tion, call (323)930-3000, or visit 
academymuseum.org. 

photo by Edwin Folven  

Academy Museum Director Bill Kramer cut the ribbon on Sept. 30 and 
was joined by Kristin Sakoda, left, executive director of the Los Angeles 
County Arts Commission; Mayor Eric Garcetti, far right, local dignataries 
and members of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 

The city of West Hollywood is 
encouraging community members 
to donate to organizations that are 
in urgent need of contributions to 
support clean-up, wildlife rescue 
and recovery efforts following the 
major oil spill off the coast of 
Orange County in Southern 
California on Oct. 2.   

With more than 130,000 gallons 
of oil leaked and traveling along 
the coastline, the spill leaves 
behind a trail of thick sludge dev-
astating wildlife and ecological 
reserves.  

The city is activating its West 
Hollywood Responds program to 
help encourage contributions to 

agencies and organizations that are 
working on clean-up and recovery. 
The city has assembled a list of 
organizations on its website at 
weho.org/wehoresponds.  

“As we witness the devastating 
effects of the climate emergency 
unfold in a myriad of ways across 
the globe, the news of this oil spill 
hits close-to-home for our commu-
nity,” Mayor Lauren Meister said. 
“Many residents and businesses in 
the city of West Hollywood are 
asking what they can do to help. 
Trained spill-response personnel 
are deployed to stop the spread of 
the oil and to clean up parts of the 
environment that have been affect-

ed, so volunteers are not needed at 
this time. But donations are vital to 
helping organizations respond to 
the overwhelming need. I hope our 
community can give generously to 
support the work being done to 
help affected wildlife and to help 
teams as they work toward restor-
ing the coastline and ecosystem.”  

In 2005, the West Hollywood 
City Council first established West 
Hollywood Responds as a local 
disaster relief program developed 
to provide assistance to the Gulf 
Coast region following Hurricane 
Katrina. It has been reactivated 
multiple times during the past sev-
eral years.  

‘West Hollywood Responds’ to Orange County oil spill

BY EDWIN FOLVEN                 

http://beverlyhills.org/citymanager/mayorandcouncilmembers/wellnesswednesdays/web.jsp?NFR=1
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To make the city safer and pro-
mote more walking, the city of 
Beverly Hills is celebrating 
National Pedestrian Safety Month 
in October.   

According to the U.S. 
Department of Transportation, more 
than 6,000 pedestrians were killed 
in traffic crashes in 2019.   The 
annual National Pedestrian Safety 
Month campaign encourages road 
users to be aware of their surround-
ings at all times. Vehicles should 

take extra precaution when pedestri-
ans are present.   

The city has initiated numerous 
projects aimed at improving the 
pedestrian experience, including 
installing traffic lights which allow 
pedestrians to get a four-second 
head start when crossing the street, 
designing pedestrian crossing 
enhancements with curb extensions 
and flashing beacons, and continu-
ing the city’s Neighborhood Slow 
Streets Program.    

Additionally, the city recently 
partnered with the Beverly Hills 
Unified School District to promote 
National Walk to School Day on 
Oct. 6.  

In 2022, the city will also partici-
pate in the first CicLAvia in Beverly 
Hills, which will open a segment of 
North Santa Monica Boulevard for 
walking, cycling and other modes of 
non-motorized transportation.    

For information, visit beverly-
hills.org and nhtsa.gov.  

Beverly Hills promotes pedestrian safety in October

Two men are facing charges of 
illegally cultivating marijuana for 
sale after officers from the Los 
Angeles Police Department’s 
Wilshire Division raided a store-
front on Pico Boulevard west of 
La Brea Avenue on Sept. 28 and 
confiscated 269 marijuana plants.  

Police had been investigating 
the location since July based on 
reports about the suspects bring-
ing equipment such as water 
tanks, lights, pots and containers 
associated with cannabis cultiva-
tion into the store, said Detective 
Marla Kiley, with the Wilshire 
Narcotics Enforcement Detail. 
After a three-month investiga-
tion, detectives determined there 
was alleged illegal activity occur-
ring and raided the site with 
agents from the Drug 
Enforcement Administration. 
They also served search warrants 
at residences in San Pedro and 
Torrance belonging to the defen-
dants – Lazaro Garcia, 54, and 
Alonso Armendariz, 35. In addi-
tion to the cannabis plants, 
authorities recovered two hand-
guns and an undisclosed amount 
of cash believed to be connected 
to illegal cannabis sales, police 
said.  

“They had a fake storefront 
and inside there were 269 small, 
immature plants,” Kiley said. 
“It’s a commercial area but there 
are residences behind it, and 

there is no licensing for a grow in 
that area.”  

Kiley said the storefront had 
paper signs on its facade but 
nothing else indicated the build-
ing was occupied. She described 
Garcia as the “mastermind” 
behind the operation, and 
Armendariz as a “caretaker.” 
Garcia was released on $30,000 
bail and is expected to return to 
court on Jan. 26. Armendariz was 
released on his own recognizance 
and is scheduled to be in court on 
Jan. 25.  

Kiley said the two men were 
allegedly growing cannabis to 
supply dispensaries. Both men 
have criminal histories, but she 
declined to provide further 
details.  

Police in the Wilshire Division 
are focusing on illegal cannabis 
growing operations because they 
are criminal enterprises that pre-
sent a significant danger to the 
community, Kiley said. 
Locations where cannabis is 
grown are frequently robbed, she 
added.  

“There is a danger of them 
overloading the electricity and 
overloading the power supply. 
There have been numerous fires 
over the years related to these 
types of places,” Kiley said. “It’s 
a criminal enterprise and it can 
also lead to more serious violent 
crimes.”  

Anyone with information 
about drug-related crimes in the 
Wilshire Division is encouraged 
to call investigators at (213)473-
0250. 

n Two arrested  
on drug charges

Police raid illegal cannabis 
operation in Wilshire Division

A 27-year-old man who police 
said is a transient was shot by offi-
cers on Oct. 2 after allegedly stab-
bing a woman near Hollywood 
Boulevard and Highland Avenue.  

Los Angeles Police Department 
spokesman William Cooper said the 
19-year-old victim flagged down 
officers at approximately 11 a.m. 
and told them she had been stabbed 
in the torso. The victim directed offi-
cers to the suspect, who was located 
nearby, he added.  

“When officers confronted the 
suspect, he was still armed with a 
knife,” Cooper said. “Officers gave 
the suspect multiple commands to 
drop the knife, which he ignored. 
The suspect advanced on the officers 
and they deployed multiple bean bag 
rounds, and an officer-involved 
shooting occurred.”  

Cooper said an officer fired one 
gunshot, striking the victim and 
enabling police to take him into cus-
tody. The man, identified as Grisha 
Alaverdyan, was taken to a hospital 
with a non-life threatening wound. 
Officers recovered a knife at the 
scene, Cooper added. After being 

treated, the suspect was booked for 
attempted murder and is being held 
on $1.1 million bail.  

The victim was taken to a hospital 
in stable condition and later released. 
Cooper said he did not know what 
preceded the stabbing and the 

motive remains under investigation.  
The LAPD’s Force Investigation 

Division is reviewing the incident, 
as is protocol in all officer-involved 
shootings. Cooper said body camera 
video from the incident will be 
released in 45 days. 

Stabbing suspect shot by police in Hollywood 

photo by Edwin Folven 

Officers shot and wounded a man near Hollywood and Highland on Oct. 
2. The suspect sustained a non-life threatening wound and remains in 
custody facing an attempted murder charge.

A Beverlywood resident pleaded 
guilty on Oct. 4 to a federal securi-
ties fraud charge, admitting that he 
operated a Ponzi scheme that gener-
ated at least $650 million through 
false claims that investor money 
would be used to acquire licensing 
rights to films that HBO and Netflix 
agreed to distribute abroad.  

Zachary Joseph Horwitz, 34, also 
admitted the scheme caused more 
than $230 million in losses to vic-
tims. United States District Judge 
Mark C. Scarsi scheduled a sentenc-
ing hearing for Horwitz on Jan. 2. 
The defendant faces a statutory 
maximum sentence of 20 years in 
federal prison.  

Prosecutors said over the course 
of approximately five years, 
Horwitz used his purported film 
distribution company – 1inMM 
Capital LLC – to solicit investors 
with false claims their money 
would be used to purchase regional 
distribution rights to films. The 
investors were told their money 
would generate profits when the 
film company licensed the rights to 
online platforms such as Netflix and 
HBO.  

The scheme began in 2014, when 
groups of private investors began 
entering into hundreds of six- and 
12-month promissory notes with 
1inMM Capital based on Horwitz’s 
statements, federal authorities said. 
The funds supplied under each note 
were supposed to provide money 
for 1inMM Capital to acquire the 
rights to a specific film. The 
promissory notes guaranteed a 

specified payment on a specified 
maturity date, as well as the speci-
fied amount to be paid at maturity, 
which included returns ranging 
from 25% to 45%, authorities 
added.  

Instead of using the funds to 
acquire films and arrange distribu-
tion deals, Horwitz operated 
1inMM Capital as a Ponzi scheme, 
using victims’ money to repay earli-
er investors and to support his per-
sonal lifestyle, including the pur-
chase of his $6 million 
Beverlywood residence, prosecu-
tors said.  

Investors started to complain in 
2019 after 1inMM Capital began 
defaulting on notes, according to 
court documents. In response, 
Horwitz, “falsely reassured 
investors that any missed payments 
on promissory notes were caused by 
the actions of the online streaming 
platforms, and that payment on the 
notes would resume,” he admitted 
in a plea agreement. To support the 
false claims, Horwitz sent investors 
emails and text messages that he 
falsely claimed had been sent to him 
by representatives of the online 
streaming platforms.  

Horwitz defrauded five major 
groups of private investors that 
derived funds from more than 250 
sub-investors. By late 2019, 1inMM 
Capital began defaulting on all of its 
promissory notes. In the plea agree-
ment, Horwitz admitted that he 
owes investors more than $230 mil-
lion, and that his scheme has caused 
substantial financial hardship. 

Defendant pleads guilty to  
running film rights scheme 
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Station Construction Continues
We're building more subway stations connecting the Westside and 
downtown LA.

traffic alert
Wilshire Bl will retain two open traffic lanes in each direction, 
between Rexford Dr and El Camino Dr, from 7am–8:15pm.

meeting hours
Community Construction Update webinars will be held virtually on the 
first Wednesday of the month from 12–1pm. Please join us on October 6, 
November 3 and December 1. 

Upcoming webinars are held over Zoom and posted to Facebook: 
Webinar Link: zoom.us/j/96626476708
Webinar ID: 966 2647 6708
No password is required.

Section 2 – Beverly Hills Update

Next stop: more subway.

By edwin folven                 

By edwin folven                 

https://www.metro.net
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Depending on the city’s 
COVID-19 positivity rate, the 
West Hollywood City Council 
could return to council chambers 
on Oct. 18.   

Council members approved a 
motion on Oct. 4 that would allow 
the City Council to host hybrid 
meetings as long as the city’s pos-
itivity rate remains below 1.5% in 
the two weeks leading up to the 
meeting.   

City council members have con-
templated returning to an in-per-
son format throughout the year, 
and were set to return to the 
chambers in July. However, in the 
weeks leading up to the meeting, 
the city’s positivity rate rose to 
4.2% and council members 
agreed to keep meetings in a vir-
tual format.   

Now, council members say the 
positivity rate is low enough to 
resume in-person meetings so 
long as proper safety protocols, 
such social distancing and face 
mask usage, are met.   

“I think that Zoom fatigue and 
also being separated like this has 
created a lot more disunity, and 
when people are in person, 
whether masked or not, it just 
drops the fences,” Mayor Pro 
Tempore Sepi Shyne said.    

The ordinance approved by the 
council states that meetings shall 
resume when the positivity rate is 
lower than 1.5% for two consecu-
tive weeks, which it has for the 
past two weeks, according to data 
from the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health.   

Should that number hold, the 

council will return to board cham-
bers for the first time in 18 
months. Most staff will still give 
presentations on Zoom.   

Staff will monitor the daily pos-
itivity rate and report to the City 
Council any changes that would 
require returning to teleconfer-
ence meetings.   

In considering the return, coun-
cil members requested guidance 
from the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health, 
which has never enacted restric-
tions on holding public meetings. 
However, the department still rec-
ommends public meetings be held 
virtually when possible.   

Upon their return to council 
chambers, public attendance will 
be limited to 25% capacity, or 
about 40 members of the public 
who sign up to attend ahead of the 
meeting. Those who do not sign 
up or who exceed the capacity 
limit will still be able to enter the 
chamber to submit public com-
ment before immediately leaving.   

To avoid high-touch objects, 
QR codes will be used to access 
the agenda and to sign up for pub-
lic comment.   

All attendees, including council 
members, will be socially dis-
tanced. Members of the public 
must submit to a temperature 
screening and wear a mask before 
entering the chambers.   

Mayor Lauren Meister 
expressed concerns with the 
council returning to chambers, 
stating it could be difficult to 
understand what council members 
are saying with their masks on. 
However, Councilman John 
Erickson said it is important to 
resume public access to city offi-
cials.   

“I’m OK with wearing a mask. 
I’ll enunciate more, if need be,” 
he said. “I think it’s important for 

us to see each other and be around 
each other. Also, access to the 
public and being there with limit-
ed capacity, I also think is very 
important.”   

Should the hybrid meetings 
prove unsuccessful, or the city’s 
positivity rate rise above 1.5%, 
the council will resume online-
only meetings.   

For the time being, the city’s 16 
other commissions, advisory 
boards and task forces will remain 
on a virtual platform. The City 
Council will return in late 
November or early December to 
discuss when those boards might 
return to in-person meetings.   

City Manager David Wilson 
said the council will need to dis-
cuss where the commission meet-
ings could be held. Some board 
meeting spaces within City Hall 
and Plummer Park are too small 
to allow proper social distancing, 
and council chambers is currently 
the only meeting location that has 
the technology necessary to host 

hybrid meetings.   
“We can work on getting tech-

nology for the other locations 
over the next several months, but 
we likely couldn’t have meetings 
in other locations until the start of 
the calendar year,” Wilson said.   

Governmental bodies that 
already meet in council chambers, 
such as the Planning Commission, 
could be added within 30 to 45 
days, if the City Council’s hybrid 
meetings prove successful, 
Wilson said.  
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 Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti celebrated a partnership 
on Oct. 5 between the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power, 
Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California, Calleguas 
Municipal Water District and the 
Las Virgenes Municipal Water 
District that will shift water sup-
plies from the State Water Project 
to the Colorado River to ensure 
continued water access for 
Southern California residents.   

“Living with limited water 
resources isn’t just a phase, it’s the 
new normal, and we have to work 
together as a region if we want to 
ensure that we can count on access 
to water for generations to come,” 
Garcetti said. “This partnership is 
about more than how we respond 
in a dry year, it’s about how we 
prepare our region for tomorrow. 
We have always stepped up when 
asked to lower our water use, and 
now, I’m calling on every resident 
in Southern California to do their 
part again to meet our goal to 
reduce usage by 15%.” 

The LADWP has two primary 
imported water supplies through 
the MWD that are experiencing 
severe shortages: the State Water 
Project and the Colorado River. 
Through the partnership, the 
LADWP has committed to give a 
portion of its State Water Project 
allocation back to the MWD to 
serve areas of the region that do 
not have access to the Colorado 
River, and instead have been 
forced to use reserves from past 
conservation efforts. The agree-

ment ensures that LADWP cus-
tomers aren’t penalized with 
increased charges for the water 
shift.  

Due to previous conservation 
efforts and investments in storage 
and new technology, the Southern 
California region is better posi-
tioned to manage the drought than 
much of the rest of the state, 
Garcetti said. As current dry condi-
tions continue to break records, it 
has become imperative that con-
servation efforts improve to pro-
tect the longevity of future water 
supplies, he added.  

“We’ve managed through this 
dry year thanks to innovative shifts 
in our operations, water stored in 
reserves and increased water effi-
ciency across the region. But we’re 
facing unprecedented conditions in 
our Northern California reservoirs, 
and next year could be an even 
bigger challenge,” Metropolitan 
Water District Chairwoman Gloria 
Gray said. “We need everyone to 
work together to save water, par-
ticularly in communities that rely 
on the State Water Project.”  

The city of Los Angeles has 
worked to reduce dependence on 
imported water.  

In 2018, the city supported the 
passage of Measure W – Los 
Angeles County’s Safe, Clean 
Water Program – which provides 
nearly $300 million in dedicated 
annual funding for projects that 
increase local water supplies, 
improve water quality, enhance the 
public right of way and protect 
public health. 

Partnership to boost conservation

photo by Brynn Mechem  
Members of the public will have a choice of attending City Council meet-
ings in person or viewing online during hybrid meetings that begin on 
Oct. 18.   

WeHo City Council plans return to chambers
n City will host  
hybrid meetings  
beginning Oct. 18
By Brynn mechem                 

https://www.ladwp.com/ladwp/faces/ladwp;jsessionid=hGyThpWRkpQf2p2ndgtTh59bVBwY2bv6V5vVtG7tBrz6QNDDq1Zz!-1848976084?_afrLoop=411414989337001&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=null#%40%3F_afrWindowId%3Dnull%26_afrLoop%3D411414989337001%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Dyd7w0br4m_4


The West Hollywood City 
Council took the first step toward 
banning single-use plastics at city 
businesses during its meeting Oct. 4.   

Council members directed staff 
to draft an amendment to the city’s 
municipal code that will prohibit 
food and beverage providers to 
serve their meals in or with plastic 
products. This includes single-use 
plastic straws, utensils, containers, 
lids, cups and bowls.   

Within 90 days, staff will bring 
the ordinance before the City 
Council for approval and imple-
mentation.  

In 2019, the City Council direct-
ed staff to draft an amendment to 
the city’s municipal code to require 
food and beverage providers to 
only supply single-use plastic uten-
sils and straws upon request. The 
item was tabled because the state is 
considering a similar measure.   

Now, council members say the 
city should take the measure one 
step further to ensure West 
Hollywood is a leader in climate 
protection.   

“We are in a climate crisis, and 
there needs to be a sense of 
urgency,” Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi 
Shyne said. “If we’re going to be 
leading by example, we need to put 
our money where our mouth is.”   

As written, the proposed ordi-
nance would give businesses a six-
month implementation window 
after the ordinance is officially 
approved. However, Councilman 
John D’Amico expressed concern 
that six months may not be a large 
enough window to make the 
change.   

“I think we need to hear from the 

businesses community,” he said. 
“For large corporate behemoths 
like Starbucks, how quickly can 
they turn their ship? For smaller 
one-offs on the east side, how 
quickly can they turn out their stor-
age room?”  

Shyne said the ordinance could 
include a tiered implementation to 
allow businesses time to work 
through their inventory and find 
new suppliers. She said the ban 
could start with plastic forks and 
straws, and within 12 months 
include plastic cups and lids.   

Genevieve Morrill, president and 
CEO of the West Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce, said that 
although the business community 
wants to support a clean environ-
ment, the ordinance would place 
too much strain on businesses as 
they struggle to recover from the 
economic impacts of COVID-19.   

“We all need to play a role in 
helping in social justice and envi-
ronmental world issues, and your 
local businesses do too,” she said. 
“We can change the world, but do 
we have to do it all this year?”  

Councilman John Erickson said 
he wants to be mindful of business 
owners’ concerns, but he referenced 
a study by the University of 
California Los Angeles Luskin 
Center for Innovation that found 
threats to businesses and the econo-
my posed by transition to plastic 
alternatives are small. The study 
stated that food vendors may bene-
fit fiscally following adoption of 
reusable items.   

Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath 
agreed, stating the city and the busi-
ness community need to work 
together to help lessen the city’s 
environmental impact.   

“This is not an issue that’s pitting 
group against group,” she said. 
“We’re all in a commitment to pro-
tecting the environment, and this is 
about how we set ourself on a sus-
tainable path and how do we do it 
together.”   

The council directed staff to dis-
cuss with business owners what 
they would need from an imple-
mentation process, how long the 
process should be and what types of 
non-reusable items would be 
allowed under the ordinance. The 
council will vote to officially 
implement the ordinance at a meet-
ing in January.   
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In recognition of Domestic 
Violence and Intimate Partner 
Violence Awareness Month in 
October, the city of West 
Hollywood is highlighting the 
impact of domestic violence in the 
LGBTQ community and sharing 
information about resources for vic-
tims.  

Through Sunday, Oct. 10, 
lanterns above Santa Monica 
Boulevard between Robertson 
Boulevard and Hancock Avenue 
will be illuminated in purple in 
recognition of Domestic Violence 
and Intimate Partner Violence 
Awareness Month. According to the 
National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, more than 10 
million adults in the United States 
experience domestic violence annu-

ally. On average, nearly 20 people 
per minute are physically abused by 
an intimate partner in the U.S.  

West Hollywood offers informa-
tion on resources by visiting 
weho.org/lgbtq. They include the 
National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence website at 
ncadv.org, the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline at (800)799-
SAFE and thehotline.org, and the 
Los Angeles County Domestic 
Violence Hotline at (800)978-3600. 
The Los Angeles LGBT Center also 
offers domestic violence and part-
ner abuse counseling services by 
calling (323)993-7649. Jewish 
Family Service’s Family Violence 
Program provides confidential 24-
hour crisis help for victims of abuse 
by calling (310)858-9344. 

WeHo provides resources on 
domestic violence awareness

No more plastic forks in West Hollywood

photo by Brynn Mechem  

West Hollywood is drafting an ordinance to prohibit businesses from 
using single-use plastic utensils.

 
  
“How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.  
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height  
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight  
For the ends of Being and ideal Grace.”  
  
 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning  
1806-1861  
Sonnets from the Portuguese, 43  
  
  
 
*Source Bartlett’s Familiar Quotation 

By Brynn MecheM                 

Notable Quotes

https://www.bhtota.org
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Beverly Hills nonprofit goes mobile in Kenya

A Beverly Hills nonprofit organi-
zation is giving its international 
mission wheels and expanding its 
efforts to prevent and treat cervical 
cancer, a disease that kills approxi-
mately 350,000 women worldwide 
annually.  

Founding director Dr. Patricia 
Gordon said CureCervicalCancer 
is in the process of deploying the 
first mobile HPV DNA van ever, 
which will allow the organization 
to reach women in remote areas 
of Kisumu, Kenya, beginning 
Oct. 19.  

The extra mobility is key, as the 
most difficult element of fighting 

cervical cancer is often the out-
reach. Caused by the human papil-
lomavirus, cervical cancer is 99% 
preventable if the virus is diag-
nosed and treated early, Gordon 
said.   

“You’ve had it. I’ve had it – any-
body who’s sexually active has 
had HPV, but you have a good 
immune system. I have a good 
immune system. We live in the 
United States. We were able to 
fight it off,” she said. “These 
women that live in resource-poor 
countries don’t have that same 
immune system. So when the HPV 
attaches to their cervix, they tend 
to not be able to fight it off like 
women in middle-income and 
higher-income countries.”  

Generally, the treatment takes 
“about a minute, and it’s painless,” 
Gordon said. Using a “simple but 
elegant” technique referred to as 

“See and Treat,” health care work-
ers can identify and remove 
lesions, she said. Approximately 
six of every 100 women the orga-
nization sees has precancerous 
lesions.   

“Then, you can offer the woman 
treatment right then, right there,” 
Gordon added. “You don’t say, 
‘Hey, why don’t you go back to 
your village and come back next 
week,’ because they’re not going to 
come back. The recidivism rate is 
huge. So, you offer the treatment 
right then and there, and 95% of all 
women will be very happy to have 
the treatment.”  

CureCervicalCancer staff mem-
bers have been operating out of 
brick and mortar structures exclu-
sively. Gordon said the organiza-
tion’s first clinic was in Senegal, 
but the operation halted when she 
left the country.  

“I didn’t leave the equipment,” 
she said. “I didn’t know better.”  

Her first sustainable clinic was 
constructed in the Tigray region of 
Ethiopia approximately 10 years 
ago. Since then, the nonprofit has 
created another 105, teaching and 
certifying local nurses how to diag-
nose and treat cervical cancer along 
the way, Gordon said.   

“By giving a nurse a new tool 
and giving her a new sense of pride, 
she’s able to now go out and do 
these screenings at her own clinic,” 
she added.   

However, the organization still 
struggled to reach women in 
remote parts of its coverage area, so 
the team opted to create its Mobile 
Health for Mamas program. 

Gordon said CureCervicalCancer 
purchased a $100,000 piece of 
equipment, which they had to get 
through customs in Nairobi, Kenya, 
that is portable and can test 100 
women for HPV at a time.   

The nonprofit hired a full-time 
lab technician, nurse, driver and 
data technician to prepare and oper-
ate the mobile clinic. Gordon said 
the idea is to travel to central loca-
tions in remote areas, such as a 
church, school or marketplace, and 
meet with women who have pre-
arranged appointments.   

“The machine will tell us the five 
or six women that have HPV, 
human papillomavirus, that need to 
stay, and the other 94 can go home. 
We’ll see them again in five years,” 
she added. “The women that are 
positive for HPV stay, and right 

there, we treat them with a little 
thermocoagulate. It takes 20 sec-
onds, and it doesn’t hurt at all and 
they’re cured.”  

Gordon, who is among the 2021 
class of CNN Heroes, is a radiation 
oncologist who practiced in 
Beverly Hills for 27 years before 
moving into the nonprofit sector, 
“never to make another penny 
again,” she joked.  

“When I learned about [how pre-
ventable cervical cancer is], I 
decided to industrialize it. … It’s 
the greatest thing I’ve ever, ever 
done. It’s my greatest professional 
accomplishment. To date, I can’t 
imagine that I’ll ever do anything 
that will feed my soul more than 
this.”  

For information, visit curecervi-
calcancer.org.  

n CureCervicalCancer 
hits the road in HPV 
DNA van 
By AAron Blevins

photo courtesy of CureCervicalCancer 

CureCervicalCancer created a Mobile Health for Mamas program that 
delivers HPV screening to remote areas of Africa. 

photo courtesy of CureCervicalCancer 

Founding director of CureCervicalCancer Dr. Patricia Gordon speaks to 
children in Kenya.  

County provides $3.6 million  
to help foster youth

The Los Angeles LGBT Center 
will receive $3.6 million for direct 
services for LGBTQ foster youth 
after the Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors approved a 
supplemental budget on Oct. 5 for 
fiscal year 2021-22.  

Led by Supervisors Sheila Kuehl, 
3rd District, and Hilda L. Solis, 1st 
District, and with help from 
Department of Child and Family 
Services Director Bobby Cagle, the 
allocation will allow the center 
address unmet needs of young people.  

“The Los Angeles LGBT Center 
has seen far too many LGBTQ fos-
ter youth suffer due to the lack of 
support they need to thrive,” Los 
Angeles LGBT Center CEO Lorri 
L. Jean said. “By appropriating $3.6 
million that will tailor services spe-
cific to these youth, the supervisors 
and DCFS Director Cagle champi-
oned the county’s efforts to support 
and affirm these underserved youth 
in achieving independence. We 
thank them for making it known that 
ignoring the needs of LGBTQ foster 
youth can no longer be tolerated.”  

“Queer youth are more likely 
than any other set of young people 
to be homeless, to face financial 
instability and to have mental 
health issues, but research shows 
that targeted support for these 
young people can mean better out-
comes tomorrow,” Kuehl added. 
“The approval of significant fund-
ing in this year’s county budget will 
allow us to work so that our 
LGBTQ young people will have 
increased opportunity to thrive.”  

According to research commis-
sioned by the center and conducted 
by UCLA’s Williams Institute in 
2014, approximately 20% of foster 

youth identify as LGBTQ, and 
more than 90% are youth of color. 
Other studies have indicated that as 
many as 30% of foster youth iden-
tify as LGBTQ.  

“Los Angeles County has a 
responsibility to provide LGBTQ 
youth in foster care with tailored ser-
vices that help them recover from 
trauma and allow them to live happy 
and safe lives,” Solis said. “The $3.6 
million investment is critical. It is 
not just a statement, but action.”  

The Los Angeles LGBT Center 
developed the RISE (Recognize 
Intervene Support Empower) 
Project in 2010 to identify 
inequities experienced by LGBTQ 
youth in foster care. The federally-
funded program addresses dispro-
portionate outcomes for youth in 
care systems. Through a consistent 
connection between direct services, 
training and coaching, the center’s 
RISE Project is committed to creat-
ing broader systems of care at the 
local, state and federal levels.  

“It is a heartbreaking fact that 
significant numbers of LGBTQ+ 
children and youth are abused and 
neglected by their families simply 
because of who they are,” Cagle 
said. “However, we also know fam-
ilies struggle to understand and 
cope with differences in sexual ori-
entation, gender identity and 
expression. I greatly appreciate the 
support of the board of supervisors 
for this initial funding to build a 
system of education, prevention, 
early intervention, support and 
development of specific place-
ments for our LGBTQ+ children, 
youth and families.”  

For information, visit lalgbtcen-
ter.org/rise. 

https://beverlyhills.org
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Along bustling Hollywood 
Boulevard lies a secret door that 
leads to a speakeasy-style bar where 
the promise of magic is found in 
more than just the cocktails.   

Those in the know travel through 
a bookcase within Black Rabbit 
Rose Magic to find a red velvet-
draped barroom where it’s rumored 
old Hollywood stars such as Charlie 
Chaplin and Rudolph Valentino fre-
quented during Prohibition. Now 
it’s home to some of Los Angeles’ 
wacky, wild and mind-bending per-

formers who act as a link between 
the mystical and the mundane.   

One such performer is Jackson 
Ridd, a mentalist whose stage work 
is both perplexing and haunting. 
Through various simulations, Ridd 
attempts to forge a mental connec-
tion with his audience members.  

“I think some people are a little 
frightened by what I do,” Ridd said 
with a chuckle. “People often come 
up to me after shows and say, ‘Oh 
my God, how did you know that 
I’m going through a tough job situ-
ation,’ or, ‘How did you know I was 
feeling that.’”   

Reflecting on his youth, Ridd 
remembers frequenting bookstores 
where he would devour texts about 
spirits, or sitting in his back yard 
where he would attempt to connect 
his mind with his father’s. As he 
grew, he began learning about pen-
dulums, and casting and divination 
rituals, such as I Ching.   

“I was very into the metaphysical 
and psychological,” Ridd said. “I 
loved that stuff as a child.”   

However, he never shared his 
practices with anyone outside of his 
family. That is, until high school 
when a classmate showed him a 
card trick.   

“It elicited a similar feeling as the 
spiritual stuff I’d been studying,” 
Ridd said. “It was exciting to figure 
out what was happening and I kind 
of followed that thread along.”   

Ridd joined the Magic Castle’s 
young adult program at age 16. After 
learning stage magic and sleight of 
hand, it was there he launched a 19-
year magic career that would take 
him all over the world.   

Though he enjoyed the sleight of 
hand performances, Ridd said he 
didn’t always feel he was giving an 
authentic version of himself. In the 
past several months, Ridd, at 33 
years old, has had a sort of reinven-
tion, boomeranging him back to 
what started his magical journey: 
the metaphysical.   

“I feel like I was reborn within 
the last year. I’m starting fresh, but I 
was able to keep all the wisdom that 
I had from sleight of hand perfor-
mances,” he said. “I’m able to trans-
late that into a totally different 
approach, which is more genuine 
and honest to me.”   

Rather than utilize a prop – 
whether it’s a coin disappearing or a 
card changing suit – Ridd now 
focuses on connecting with the 
human mind. During his perfor-
mances, he may guess what card a 
person is thinking of, or return items 
taken from audience members he’s 
never met before the show.   

People tend to get the most 
freaked out, he said, by an act that 
has him answering audience ques-
tions. During the act, Ridd draws 
slips of paper from a bowl he hasn’t 
yet touched. On the slip is an audi-
ence member’s initials, astrological 
sign and a question they want 
answered.   

Some write innocuous questions, 
such as, “Who will win the Super 
Bowl?” (Ridd said it’s a good year 
for the Rams). Others want answers 
to more personal questions, such as, 
“Will I reach my professional 
goals?” or, “By what age will I be 
married?”   

In each instance, Ridd is able to 

decipher who in the audience wrote 
the question and what the answer 
might be. In some cases, he takes it 
a step further by determining an 
audience member’s birthday or age.   

“This guy is an alien,” one audi-
ence member exclaimed. “Yo, he’s 
really reading my mind right now,” 
another yelled.   

It’s neither, Ridd said. Instead, he 
gets his answers by connecting with the 
energy an item or person is emitting.   

“I know it sounds a bit unhinged 
in a way, but I’m trying to tap into 
whatever a question, or a person or 
an item is naturally expressing and 
put that into words,” he said. “It 
allows me to make that connection 
from my imagination into the real 
world.”   

Though he often receives positive 
reactions from audience members, 
like any magician, Ridd is not 
immune to the nay-sayers. 
However, he said he attempts to 
give his audience an authentic, 
truthful performance each time he 
steps on stage.   

For him, a successful perfor-
mance is one in which the audience 
leaves with a more open mind than 
they came in with.   

“I, of course, hope the audience 
leaves happy, but I hope they’re 
able to look at something and 
maybe question something in terms 
of the way they thought it should 
work,” he said. “Whatever their 
imagination quota was before they 
came to the show, I hope they leave 
with it a little bit higher.”  

Those hoping to have their mind 
read can find Ridd at Black Rabbit 
Rose on most weekends and the 
Citizens Public Market in Culver 
City on the second Thursday 
evening of each month.  

n L.A. magician  
transitions from card 
tricks to mind reading 
By Brynn MecheM              

photo courtesy of Shahin Ansari  

L.A.-based mentalist Jackson 
Ridd attempts to connect with his 
audience mentally during each 
performance. 

Trading the magical for the mystical  
 
 
 

 
Family Style Food Festival 

returns to Television City on Oct. 
10 for a day filled with music, art 
and exclusive menus and mer-
chandise from some of the most 
prestigious chefs, DJs and 
streetwear brands in the world.  

The event celebrates the cross 
sections of food and fashion cul-
tures. Sponsored by Doordash and 
Crocs, the festival introduces 
iconic restaurants from across the-
country to the Los Angeles culi-
nary scene while also spotlighting 
Los Angeles’ local heroes. 

Culinary highlights include: 
New York’s iconic Russ and 
Daughters, Wildair, Truth BBQ, 
Jon & Vinny’s and Kato’s Jon Yao. 

“We really want this day to 
celebrate community and culture, 
bringing people together through 
collaboration,” co-founder Miles 
Canares said. “After the hard and 
devastating year the culinary 
community has experienced dur-
ing COVID-19, we want to cele-
brate and honor all restaurants, 
chefs and restaurant workers.”  

At the festival, Family Style 
and Crocs will launch “Sole of 
the Kitchen,” a campaign that 
honors all restaurant workers, 
and will donate 10,000 pairs of 
Crocs to independent restaurants 
across the country. Guests at the 
festival can enter Crocs’s inter-
active booth and nominate a 
restaurant to receive free Crocs. 

Passes for the festival are now 
on sale at familystyleevents.com. 

Food festival 
returns to L.A. 

http://dupars.net/Store/
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Metro outlines subway plans in October
Metro outlined the construction 

planned in October for the Purple 
line extension subway project.  

At the western end of the project 
in Westwood, crews will be driving 
piles into the ground near Wilshire 
Boulevard and Gayley Avenue 
from 10 p.m. on Oct. 8, through 9 
a.m. on Oct. 10. The steel piles will 
support the underground structure 
of the future Westwood/UCLA sub-
way station.  

In Century City, excavation for 
the future Century 
City/Constellation subway station is 
ongoing, as well as support for tun-
neling. Crews are relocating sewers 
and storm drains through early 2022 
and partial traffic lane closures will 
be required overnight on Avenue of 
the Stars. Vehicle access on 
Constellation Boulevard will be 
maintained between Century Park 
West and Century Park East.  

In Beverly Hills, construction is 
continuing at the Wilshire/Rodeo 
and Wilshire/La Cienega subway 
stations. Underground work is 
occurring on the stations and 
appendage structures, which are 
rooms and passageways that house 
vital systems. Concrete and materi-
al deliveries to the La Cienega sta-
tion are expected to continue, and 
lane closures on Wilshire 
Boulevard will be necessary 
between San Vicente and La 
Cienega boulevards. Left turns 
from Wilshire Boulevard to North 
Gale Drive and South Tower Drive 
are restricted.  

Due to reduced parking in the 
area from construction, Metro is 
providing replacement parking 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 8447 
Wilshire Blvd. and 8350 Wilshire 
Blvd. The first hour will be validat-
ed free by mentioning Metro upon 
entering the structure.  

Work is also occurring farther 
east at future subway stations at 
Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire/La 
Brea. Wilshire Boulevard will be 
intermittently reduced to two lanes 
in each direction between Detroit 
Street and Highland Avenue 
through April 4, 2022. Sycamore 
Avenue will also be closed immedi-
ately south of Wilshire Boulevard. 

Left turns from Wilshire Boulevard 
to Orange Drive, and from Wilshire 
Boulevard to La Brea and 
Sycamore avenues, will be restrict-
ed. 

Crews have been removing tem-
porary rails used in the subway tun-
nels between the Wilshire/La Brea 
and Wilshire/Western stations 
before permanent rails are installed. 
The temporary rails will be repur-
posed for other projects.  

For questions and concerns about 
the Purple Line Extension project, 
call the 24-hour project hotline at 
(213)922-6934, email the project 
team at purplelineext@metro.net, 
or visit metro.net. 

photo courtesy of Metro  

Temporary rails were removed from subway tunnels and will be repur-
posed for other projects. 

For the fifth consecutive year, 
Los Angeles City Hall was illumi-
nated in teal lights on Sept. 29 in 
observance of Ovarian Cancer 
Awareness Month. Teal is the 
nationally recognized color of 
ovarian cancer awareness. Los 
Angeles City Council President 
Nury Martinez, 6th District, and 
Councilmembers Paul Koretz, 5th 
District, Monica Rodriguez, 7th 
District, and Kevin De Leon, 14th 
District, discussed the importance 
of ovarian cancer awareness dur-
ing a City Council meeting on 
Sept. 29.  

“Ovarian cancer is a quick and 
silent killer, showing no symptoms 
before it’s too late,” Martinez said. 
“This Ovarian Cancer Awareness 
Month, let’s recognize both the 
women who have fought and beat 
this disease, as well as the families 
who lost their loved ones, as we 
recommit to supporting scientific 
research into cures and treatments. 
We have seen so much progress in 
the battle against ovarian cancer, 
but there still so much work to be 
done.”  

Ovarian cancer is one of the 
deadliest gynecologic cancers. 
More than 22,000 women are 
diagnosed each year, and the dis-
ease has a 50% mortality rate. For 

those who recover, there is a 50% 
chance of recurrence. 

“It’s so important that we keep 
the ovarian cancer conversation 
going about this illusive and dead-
ly cancer,” Koretz said. “Women 
need to know the symptoms and 
notify their doctors at the earliest 
onset because early detection is the 
key to survival.”   

The illumination of City Hall is 
inspired by the nonprofit Ovarian 
Cancer Circle/Inspired by Robin 
Babbini, which was co-founded by 
Paulinda Babbini, UCLA gyneco-
logic oncologist Dr. Sanaz 
Memarzadeh and ovarian cancer 
survivors.  

“Ovarian cancer can happen to 
any woman of any age,” said 
Babbini, whose daughter Robin 
died from ovarian cancer at the 
age of 20. “Women should know 
that while annual pap tests deter-
mine cervical cancer, it does not 
detect ovarian cancer. In fact, 
there is no early detection test for 
the disease other than a CA 125 (a 
test that measures the cancer anti-
gen 125 protein), which is not 
always accurate. That’s why 
women need to be aware of the 
symptoms.”  

For information, visit ocra-
hope.org. 

City Hall illuminated in teal

photo courtesy of Hal Bastian  

Los Angeles City Hall was illuminated in teal on Sept. 29 in obser-
vance of Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month. 

L.A. City Council seeks ways to 
expedite affordable housing

The city of West Hollywood will 
observe Disabilities Awareness 
Month in October with events to 
raise awareness and recognize peo-
ple and organizations that positive-
ly impact the lives of people with 
disabilities.  

This year marks the 31st anniver-
sary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act – legislation that 
increases access and opportunities 
for people with disabilities. 
Throughout October, 41 banners 
along Santa Monica Boulevard will 
recognize past recipients of the 
city’s Disability Service Awards.  

On Thursday, Oct. 21, from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m., West Hollywood 
and Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

will host an outdoor flu and 
COVID-19 vaccination clinic at 
the Plummer Park Community 
Center, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Cedars-Sinai will offer first, sec-
ond and booster doses of the Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine as well as sin-
gle doses of the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine. Appointments 
are encouraged and walk-ups are 
welcome. The vaccine site will be 
listed as Cedars-Sinai Pop-Up 
Clinic at West Hollywood 
Plummer Park at myturn.ca.gov. 
Flu vaccinations will be adminis-
tered on a walk-up-only basis. For 
information, call Cedars-Sinai at 
(310)423-4625.  

West Hollywood will host the 

23rd annual Disability Service 
Awards at a special televised meet-
ing of the Disabilities Advisory 
Board on Wednesday, Oct. 27, at 6 
p.m. To safeguard health and safety, 
the meeting will be held virtually 
on Zoom by visiting 
us06web.zoom.us/j/82174735769. 
This year’s honorees are David 
Kruskall, CVS Health, Step Up on 
Second and the film “Not Going 
Quietly.”  

The Disability Service Awards 
will also be broadcast live on 
Spectrum Cable Channel 10 and 
livestreamed on the WeHoTV 
YouTube channel at 
youtube.com/wehotv and at 
weho.org/wehotv. 

WeHo hosts Disabilities Awareness Month events 

The Los Angeles City Council 
adopted a motion on Oct. 5 by 
Councilwoman Nithya Raman, 
4th District, calling for a strategic 
plan to streamline approvals for 
100% affordable housing.  

The shortage of affordable 
housing in Los Angeles serves as a 
key contributor to displacement, 
increasing homelessness, poverty, 
wealth gaps and racial and eco-
nomic segregation, Raman said. 
The motion will create a system to 
expedite the rate at which afford-
able housing can be built.  

“A minuscule 6% of all housing 
projects approved in Los Angeles 
since 2015 have been true afford-
able housing,” Raman added. “We 
must encourage the creation of 
affordable units that can match the 
scale of need in the city. Making 
them easier and cheaper to build 
through a fully streamlined 
approval process is a critical step 
in doing so.” 

Despite efforts to speed up 
development of affordable hous-
ing, the process of entitling and 

permitting projects can be 
lengthy, unpredictable and in 
direct competition with market 
rate housing developments. 
Raman’s motion instructs city 
departments to create a strategic 
plan to avoid those obstacles and 
report back within 90 days. The 
motion also calls for city depart-
ments to explore strategies such 
as shorter appeal times, modifica-
tions to site plan review thresh-
olds and use of an administrative 
review process for 100% deed-
restricted affordable housing pro-
jects.  

“Councilmember Raman is 
exactly right, we have to keep 
looking for every solution that 
accelerates the creation of afford-
able and supportive housing,” 
said Elise Buik, president and 
CEO of United Way of Greater 
Los Angeles. “So much of the 
building cost itself is driven up by 
approval obstacles and conflicting 
rules, in turn creating unnecessary 
and challenging hurdles towards 
creating more housing.” 

https://melrosetradingpost.org
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Letters to the Editor

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD  
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

 
  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood 
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to consi-
der the following item: 

 
LOCATIONS:            1200-1204 N. ORANGE 
                                 GROVE AVENUE,  
                                 West Hollywood, California  
 
REQUEST: Applicant is requesting a tract 

map to subdivide a previously 
approved five-unit residential 
building into a common interest 
development. 

 
PERMIT(S):              Subdivision Permit, and any 

other required permits. 
 
APPLICANT(S):       Andrea Keller, Architect 
  
TIME/PLACE            Teleconference Meeting 
OF HEARING:          Thursday, October 21, 2021 

at 6:30 p.m. 
                                 This meeting will be a telecon-

ferenced meeting (with de-
tailed instructions for 
participation included on the 
posted agenda). 

 
ZONES:                    R3B (Residential, Multi-Family 

Medium Density) 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS:                   Categorically exempt from Cal-

ifornia Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) Regulations pur-
suant to Section §15332 (In-Fill 
Development) 

 
 
City Hall is accessible by appointment only.  The 
staff report will be available on Thursday, October 14, 
2021 on-line at www.weho.org 
 
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone 
else raised at the Public Hearing described in this no-
tice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the 
West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Plan-
ning & Development Services Department at, or prior 
to, the Public Hearing. 
 
If you require special assistance to participate in this 
meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you 
must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office 
of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours 
prior to the meeting.   
 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to partici-
pate in said Public Hearing to express their opinion in 
this matter. 
 
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND 
WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY OF THE AGENDA 
AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER IN-
FORMATION regarding this item, contact Laurie Yel-
ton, Associate Planner in the Planning & Development 
Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email 
at:  lyelton@weho.org  
 
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 
 
 
 
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении про-
екта. Для дополнительной информа-
ции на русском языке звоните: 
323-848-6826.

Holocaust Museum L.A. is com-
memorating its 60th anniversary
with expansion plans for its Pan
Pacific Park campus, and its largest
capital campaign to date.

Holocaust Museum L.A. CEO
Beth Kean announced plans to
expand the museum and create the
Jona Goldrich Campus, designed
by award-winning architect Hagy
Belzberg and featuring outdoor
reflective spaces; large galleries
and classrooms; a theater for sur-
vivor talks, film screenings, con-
certs, conferences and public pro-
grams; a new pavilion housing an
authentic Nazi-era boxcar; and a
dedicated theater for the USC
Shoah Foundation’s “Dimensions
in Testimony” exhibition.
“Dimensions in Testimony” allows
visitors to have a virtual conversa-
tion with a Holocaust survivor
using a holographic image and
voice recognition software.

Visitors to the museum have
increased by 400% since the open-
ing of its permanent home in Pan
Pacific Park in 2010, Kean said.
The museum plans to break ground
on the expansion project in April
2022, and anticipates its opening in
spring 2024.

“Museum space is at capacity,
particularly during school hours –
and requests for student tours and
public workshops continue to
increase. As a result, we are forced
to turn away schools and tour
groups,” Kean said.

The expansion will allow the
museum to increase visitor capacity
to 500,000 annually by 2030,

including 150,000 students. The 
additional space will also allow for 
new technology to preserve 
Holocaust survivor testimonies, 
and for more temporary and travel-
ing exhibits. 

The capital campaign’s goal is 
to raise $45 million. To date, the 
campaign has already raised $22 
million through lead gifts to name 
the campus from Andrea Goldrich 
Cayton and Melinda Goldrich, 
daughters of museum founder and 
Holocaust survivor Jona 
Goldrich; and the Stanley and 
Joyce Black Family Foundation, 
to name the Boxcar Pavilion that 
will house an original Nazi-era 
boxcar that the Black family 
obtained and donated. 
Approximately $8.5 million was 
received from the state of 

California for a new building with 
more space for classrooms, 
exhibits and public programs. The 
Cayton/Goldrich gift includes a 
matching opportunity for mem-
bers of the community to con-
tribute to the campaign. 

“Ten years from now, most 
Holocaust survivors will be gone. 
We need to act now to ensure the 
voices of our survivors live on in 
perpetuity and to address the rising 
tide of hatred, bigotry and anti-
semitism,” Kean said. “This expan-
sion will allow us to amplify our 
reach and impact as we continue to 
teach the next generations the criti-
cal lessons of the Holocaust and its 
continued social relevance.” 

Holocaust Museum L.A. is locat-
ed at 100 The Grove Drive. For 
information, visit hmla.org. 

Holocaust Museum L.A. plans major expansion

Great job on your 75th 
Anniversary Magazine 

 
Thank you so much for sending 

hard copies my way. We greatly 
enjoyed the article [on Wallis 
Annenberg] – so well done and 
appreciate that you included just 
about everything she [mentioned], 
[and] all the wonderful photos. 

Congratulations on your 75th 
anniversary and look forward to 
collaborating again in the future! 

 
Elizabeth Armour 
director, marketing and communi-
cations 
Annenberg Foundation 

 
I got my magazine and it’s gor-

geous! You must be so proud. 
Great articles, fascinating history, 
the whole thing is a keeper. Kudos 
– and the driving force was your 
partners’ gratitude to and respect 
for you both as stewards of public 
communication. It’s been such a 
pleasure working with you. 

 
Kristine Williams 
secondary librarian/Visiting 
Writers Program 
Pilgrim School 

 
 

Housing project helps 
address homelessness 

 
[Last week] must [have been] a 

record for the number of letters 

you got praising your 75th 
anniversary issue. Well deserved. 
Keep up the great work. 

And, thank you for keeping me 
informed about the good news, 
“Work begins on housing project 
to address homelessness” on page 
5. Special praise to the Weingart 
Towers project that promises to 
provide high-quality permanent 
supportive housing for our 
unhoused residents. 

My hat is off to the Weingart 
Foundation as it works to advance 
racial, social and economic justice, 
with special interest in low-cost 
housing and serving the needs of 
our homeless population. 

 
George Epstein 
Detroit Street 

A rendering illustrates the design of the Holocaust Museum L.A.’s new 
Jona Goldrich Campus in Pan Pacific Park.

photo courtesy of Holocaust Museum L.A.

Roll up your sleeves and join 
community beautification projects 
during the inaugural Tom LaBonge 
Day of Service on Saturday, Oct. 8, 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon. 

Projects celebrating the life and 
work of the late former Los 
Angeles city councilman will be 

held at the Silver Lake Meadow, 
2300 Silver Lake Blvd.; Griffith 
Park Fern Dell Trail, 2333 Fern 
Dell Drive; North Hollywood, 
6215 Laurel Canyon Blvd.; the 
Watts Tower, 1765 E. 107th St.; and 
Algin Sutton Park, 8800 S. Hoover 
St. 

LaBonge died on Jan. 7 at the age 
of 67. He represented the Los 
Angeles City Council’s 4th District 
from 2001-15. 

Masks will be required and tools 
will be provided. For information 
and to register, visit 
bit.ly/LaBonge. 

Tom LaBonge Day of Service brings communities together

The annual Beverly Hills Police 
Black and White Gala brings the 
community together each year to 
honor the Beverly Hills Police 
Department and raise funds for the 
Beverly Hills Police Officers 
Benevolent Fund Scholarship and 
Medical Trust funds. 

Although the event is not being 
held in person this year, the com-

munity is urged to show support 
for the city’s first responders. An 
online auction with hotel stays, 
restaurant dining, luxury designer 
bags and jewelry will be held 
from 10 a.m. on Oct. 8, through 7 
p.m. on Oct. 17. Also offered at 
the auction are BHPD experi-
ences, including a day with the 
S.W.A.T. Team, a day with the K-

9 Unit, a day at the BHPD Range 
with instructor for six guests, and 
a BHPD Scenario Simulator party 
for six guests. 

Register to bid by visiting 
bhpoa2021.ggo.bid. For informa-
tion, call the Beverly Hills Police 
Officers Benevolent Fund at 
(310)550-4551, or email auc-
tion@bhpoa.org. 

Online auction supports Beverly Hills Police Department

https://www.weho.org


Fanny’s opens 

In conjunction with the grand 
opening of the Academy 

Museum of Motion Pictures on 
Sept. 30, Fanny’s is now open for 
daytime dining. During its soft 
opening, the limited menu 
includes sandwiches, salads and 
small plates. Dine on the outdoor 
patio or cafe’s communal tables 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Restaurateurs Bill Chait and Carl 
Schuster will launch a more 
expansive lunch service later in the 
month, followed by formal dinner 
service in November. Executive 
Chef Raphael Francois’ dinner 
menu will include tableside prepa-
ration, jacketed captains and craft 
cocktails. The two-story restaurant 
is named after the legendary enter-
tainer Fanny Brice, who was por-
trayed by Barbra Streisand in her 
Oscar-winning role in Funny Girl 
in 1968. fannysammp.com 6067 
Wilshire Blvd. 

Terrazza 
Beachside Patio  

 

Through Oct. 15, the restau-
rant is offering a special 

lunch and dinner menu. For 
lunch, enjoy roasted marinated 
beet salad and grilled fish of the 
day. On the dinner menu, choose 
from grilled octopus, Mary’s 
roasted chicken and chocolate 
brownies with Tahitian vanilla 
gelato. 910 Ocean Way, Santa 
Monica, (310)581-5533. 
 

Cafe Gratitude Dine 
LA menus 

 

Plant-based restaurant Cafe 
Gratitude is offering a take-

away four-course prix fixe din-
ner menu for $35 per person. 
Executive Chef Dreux Ellis has 
created “I Am Gracious,” offer-
ing greens and grains, and the “I 

Am Extraordinary,” a popular 
coconut, bacon, lettuce, tomato 
and avocado sandwich. 
Beverages include cold pressed 
juice or canned Nomadica wine 
for an additional $2. Other menu 
items include a warm butternut 
squash dip, forbidden black rice 
bowl and key lime cheesecake. 
Dinner is from 4-9 p.m. 639 N. 
Larchmont Blvd., (323)580-
6383; 512 Rose Ave., (424)231-
8000; and 300 S. Santa Fe Ave., 
(213)929-5580.   

 
 

Dine LA menu at 
Bourbon Steak  

 

The MINA Group’s classic 
Bourbon Steak at the 

Americana in Glendale, is offering 
a Dine LA dinner menu starting at 
$79 per person. Highlights include 
a Westholme Australian Wagyu 
sirloin cap and Wagyu ragu. The 
sirloin cap is seasoned with 
Yemenite spices, Morrocan toma-
to sauce, shishito and charred 
scallion. The Wagyu ragu is 
offered for a $24 supplement, and 
is served atop gnocchi sardi with 
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With this ad only through 10/13/2021 

6333 W. Third St. 323.938.5131  

www.marcondas.com 
Family Owned in the  

Original Farmers Market for 80 Years

Piedmontese Skirt Steak 
 $17.98/lb. 

limited supply!

In the Original Farmers Market •  3rd & Fairfax 
 (323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447 

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

cream pie  
&  

fresh baked

Du-par’s offers a sandwich trio for the Dine LA special for $15. 
Available for dine-in only, it offers a half sandwich (certain selections 
only) with soup or salad, choice of coleslaw, French fries or fruit,  a slice 
of Freshly Baked Pie and a beverage (soft drink, ice tea or coffee).

photo courtesy of Du-par’s

Seventeen restaurants at The 
Original Farmers Market are 

participating in Dine LA 
through Oct. 15. Culinary par-
ticipants include Du-par's, 
Bryan’s Pit BBQ, The Gumbo 
Pot, Singapore’s Banana Leaf 

and El Granjero Cantina. 
Trejo’s Tacos is offering a two-
taco lunch with chips, salsa and 
an agua fresca for $15. Market 
Tavern is offering fish and 
chips. 6333 W. 3rd St. #322, 
Trejo’s Tacos, (323)452-9008.

Farmers Market Dine LA

http://dupars.net/Store/
https://farmersmarketla.com
https://marcondas.com
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Great english 

Pub Fare 

Full Bar 

Beer on Tap 

markettavernla.com 

GARY TWINN & THE LONG SHADOWS   
ROCK THE TAVERN SUNDAY, OCT. 10 

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax

ENJOY OUR DINE LA SPECIAL ! 
FISH ‘N CHIPS 

pancetta, Grana Padano and a red 
wine demi glaze. Autumn-inspired 
options include “Mama Mina’s 
falafel,” roasted squash and saf-
fron soup, and a dukkah-spiced 
pork shank. A honeyed baklava 
sundae with lavender ice cream is 
served for dessert. 237 S. Brand 
Blvd., (818)839-4130.  

 

LOAM at The Ace 
Hotel 

 

Downtown L.A.’s Ace Hotel 
reopened the ground floor 

dining space with a new culinary 
concept, LOAM. In the former 
“Best Girl” space, LOAM’s 
focus is on hyper-local, seasonal 
vegetables. Executive Chef 
Joshua Guarneri (The Hearth & 
Hound), is providing full-service 
dinner and drinks. The cocktail 
program focuses on fresh ingre-
dients with a healthy selection of 
low-ABV and zero-proof 
options, plus local craft beers and 
a robust selection of California 
natural and organic wines. 
Brunch and lunch to follow in 
coming weeks. 929 S. Broadway, 
(213)235-9660. 

Dine LA at Jamaica 
Bay Inn  

 

The beachside restaurant with 
a harbor view is offering a 

lunch, brunch and dinner Dine 
LA menu. Start the day with a 
glass of sparkling wine and 
orange juice, along with a 
beachside scramble, fried chick-
en, French toast or crispy avoca-
do taco. As the sun goes down, 
return for a Mongolian beef 
short rib or butternut squash 
ravioli. The lunch and brunch 
menu are $25 per person, and 
the dinner is $55 per person. 
14160 Palawan Way, (310)439-
3033.  
 

Mediterranean menu 
at Bacari 

 

Many of Bacari’s beloved 
dishes are featured on the 

restaurant’s Dine LA brunch, 
lunch and dinner menus. Choose 
one of Bacari’s Mediterranean 
cicchetti-style dishes during 
brunch, such as French fries 
topped with a fried egg and spe-

cial “bcn” sauce. Also available 
is shakshouka made with rustic 
tomato sauce, bell peppers, a 
sous vide egg and a baguette. 
Brunch is $25 per person with a 
choice of two dishes. The three-
course dinner menu is $35 per 
person and begins with a cheese 
and salami plate. Main dish 
options include shawarma tacos 
or pan seared sea bass. For 
dessert, diners have a choice 
between bread pudding or mal-
abi, a rosewater custard, shaved 
coconut, hibiscus flower syrup 
and candied pistachio. 8030 3/4 
W. 3rd St., (323)452-9145. 
 

 

Angelini Osteria’s 
20th Anniversary 

 

Since opening its doors in 
2001, Angelini Osteria has 

become one of Los Angeles’ 
most celebrated Italian restau-
rants. Through Oct. 10, 
Angelini’s will serve a “come-
back” evening special. The fare
on Oct. 7 includes Fegato alla 
Veneziana, veal liver sauteed 
with butter, onions and white 

wine. On Oct. 8, diners will 
enjoy Stinco di Vitello, a roasted 
veal shank. On Oct. 9, diners can 
look forward to porchetta (pork 
leg), and on Oct. 10, veal with 
prosciutto di parma, white wine 
and sage. The daily specials are 
available for dine-in only. 7313 -
7321 Beverly Blvd., (323)297-
0070. 

 

Urban Plates Plate 
Pass  

 

Celebrating its 10th anniver-
sary, Urban Plates is giving 

away one-month memberships to 
Plate Pass, a subscription pro-
gram that makes individual 
entrées $10 or less. The offer 
applies to all Urban Plates loca-
tions for dine-in or takeout. Sign 
up on the Urban Plates app 
through Oct. 31 to enjoy entrées 
for $10 and items on the $10 
Everyday Menu for $9 for the 
first month. Guests who sign up 
save an average of $40 per 
month using the program. Visit 
urbanplates .com/plate-pass . 
12746-3 Jefferson Blvd., 
(424)256-7274. 

Cool wines, fun wines, cute 
wines, fruit wines. Good Clean 
Fun has wines for every palate.

Photo courtesy of Good Clean Fun

Winemaker 
Wednesdays  

 

Downtown’s bottle shop, bar 
and restaurant Good Clean 

Fun focuses on natural, sustain-
able wines and hyper-local 
new-Californian cuisine. 
Jonathan Ross from Merchants 
of Thirst/Fifi Wines will be on 
hand on Oct. 13 to share his 
knowledge while pouring wine. 
Dinner on the patio begins at 5 
p.m. Reserve a space at good-
cleanfundtla.com. 868 S. Olive 
St., (323)600-3016.

http://dupars.net/Store/
https://farmersmarketla.com
https://markettavernla.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
Sept. 26 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 100 
block of S. Robertson at 4 a.m. 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
100 block of San Vicente. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 400 
block of N. Camden at 8:41 p.m. 
 
Sept. 27 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 200 
block of Robertson at 3:17 a.m. 
 
At 5:14 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a commercial burglary 
in the 100 block of N. La Cienega. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 700 
block of Crescent at 5 p.m. 
 
Sept. 28 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 300 block of 
S. Doheny at 4:14 a.m. 
 
At 10:17 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
300 block of N. Canon. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 9600 block of 
Olympic at 7:30 p.m. 
 
At 8:46 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 500 
block of N. Elm. 
 
Sept. 29 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 500 
block of N. Palm at 5:01 a.m. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 200 block of 
S. Clark at 8:40 a.m. 
 
At 10:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 400 block of N. Camden. 
Another vehicle burglary was 
reported in the same area at 11:30 
a.m. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 9400 block of 
Brighton at 1:43 p.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a residential burglary in 
the 300 block of N. Palm. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 8900 
block of Burton at 4:11 p.m. 
 
At 5:02 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 200 block 
of Reeves. 
 
Sept. 30 
 
At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 300 
block of S. La Peer. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 300 block of 
Canon at 7 p.m. 
 
At 10:11 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim near the cor-

ner of Canon and Brighton. 
 
Oct. 1 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 200 
block of N. Canon at 2:45 p.m. 
 
At 6:11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 700 
block of N. Sierra. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 400 block of 
Oakhurst at 8 p.m. 
 
Oct. 2 
 
At 10:56 p.m., a suspect was 
arrested on suspicion of driving 
under the influence of alcohol or 
drugs near the corner of Bedford 
and Santa Monica. 
 
A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs near the corner of 
Cinthia and Doheny at 11:25 p.m. 
 
At midnight, an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 200 
block of Arnaz. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
Sept. 26 
 
A robbery was reported in the 1100 
block of Hacienda at 12:52 p.m. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 8700 block of 
Santa Monica at 9:30 p.m. 
 
At midnight, an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8800 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
Sept. 27 
 
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1000 
block of Spaulding. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 8300 block of 
Santa Monica at 5:07 p.m. 
 
At 6:58 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8600 
block of Sunset. 
 
Sept. 28 
 
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1100 block of Ogden. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 9000 block of Beverly 
at 12:44 p.m. 
 
At 1:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
7100 block of Santa Monica. 
 
Sept. 29 
 
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 700 
block of West Knoll. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8800 block of Santa 
Monica at 11:25 a.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
1200 block of N. Hayworth. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8800 block of 
Santa Monica at 10:30 p.m. 

Sept. 30 
 
At 1:20 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
Oct. 1 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1100 block of N. 
Detroit at 12:47 a.m. 
 
At 2:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8800 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8900 block of 
Santa Monica at 11 p.m. 
 
Oct. 2 
 
At 12:40 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8800 block of 
Santa Monica at 1 a.m. 
 
At midnight, an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
6900 block of Robertson. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 6900 block of 
Robertson at midnight. 
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
Sept. 26 
 
At 12:51 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 1500 
block of Wilcox. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of 
Blackburn and Crescent Heights 
at 10:30 a.m.  
 
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Lindenhurst and Fairfax. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 2700 block of 
Monroe at 9 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6000 
block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8800 block of Third at 
11:45 p.m. 
 
Sept. 27 
 
At 2:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Orchid and Franklin. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7200 block of 
Melrose at 3 a.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8400 block of Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
Burton and Arnaz at 6:10 p.m.  
 
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1000 block of N. Van Ness. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 4700 block of Wilshire 
at 7 p.m. 
 
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Lexington and Vine. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Lexington 
and Orange at 8:30 p.m. 
 
At 8:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 6400 
block of Colgate. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft near the corner of Santa 
Monica and Western at 10 p.m. 

Sept. 28 
 
At 12:15 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 400 block of S. Detroit. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 400 block of 
S. Sherbourne at 1:33 a.m. 
 
At 1:50 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 300 
block of N. Western. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 400 block of 
S. Cochran at 3:10 a.m. 
 
At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6500 
block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
Highland and Franklin at 5:08 a.m. 
 
At 5:20 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 100 
block of S. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6300 block of W. 
Third at 7 a.m. 
 
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Saint Andrews and 
Lexington. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 600 block of S. 
Western at 11:20 a.m. 
 
At noon, an unknown suspect bur-
glarized a vehicle parked in the 
1700 block of N. Cahuenga. 
 
A grand theft was reported in the 
700 block of Cole at noon. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft near the 
corner of Carlos and Gower. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 600 block of 
S. Coverdale at 5 p.m. 
 
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Hollywood and Ivar. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
Melrose and Harper at 7:53 p.m. 
 
At 8:10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Hollywood and Schrader. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1700 block of N. 
Orange at 8:40 p.m. 
 
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a commercial bur-
glary in the 6300 block of Wilshire. 
 
Sept. 29 
 
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the 
1600 block of N. Martel. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 500 block of N. 
Wilton at 4 a.m. 
 
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1800 block of N. Whitley. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 300 block of S. 
Cloverdale at 1 p.m. 
 
At 1:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
7900 block of Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8400 block of Melrose 
Place at 4:10 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 7200 
block of Fountain. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 5700 block of Santa 
Monica at 10 p.m. 

Sept. 30 
 
At 12:45 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim near the 
corner of Fountain and Highland. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim in the 
5900 block of Carlton at 9:30 a.m. 
 
At 4:30 p.m., a vehicle theft was 
reported in the 1100 block of 
Meadowbrook. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 6500 block of 
Selma at 5 p.m. 
 
At 5:30 p.m., a vehicle burglary 
was reported in the 100 block of S. 
Orlando. 
 
A vehicle burglary was reported near 
Schrader and Sunset at 11 p.m. 
 
Oct. 1 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 6900 block of 
Sunset at 1:40 a.m. 
 
At 9:35 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 700 
block of N. Kings. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Highland 
and Third at 4:55 p.m. 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Sept. 26 and Oct. 2. The information was compiled from 
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: 
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

http://kramerlaw.biz
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The sleek and sexy dining
room designed by Phillippe
Starck at the innovative sushi
concept restaurant, Katsuya in
Brentwood, sets the table for the
ten course omakase dinner that
was to come. 

Omakase is a formal Japanese
dining experience in which each
course is artistically prepared
and elegantly presented using the
finest seasonal ingredients.
“Omakase” means “I will leave it
to you,” and omakase menus
give chefs creative freedom and
diners an unforgettable meal. 

Under the leadership of Master
Sushi Chef Katsuya Uechi and
Chef Martin Heierling,
Corporate Brand Chef Benjamin
Dayag began preparing the first
course of exquisite small plates. 

Working with Dayag, our serv-
er paired each of the dishes with
small pours from boutique
wineries, world-class sake and
award-winning cocktails. 

As our server poured a tasting
of 2019 Carboniste Octopus
Albarino Extra Brut from
Sonoma, she said it would wake
our palate and prepare us for
“The Original,” bite-size pieces
of spicy tuna on crispy rice. 

Dayag said his family moved
around often because his father
was in the military.  The family
eventually settled and Dayag
began working in a pizza restau-
rant at 16. After that experience,
he knew he wanted to become a
chef. 

Dayag gained his culinary
skills as an executive chef at one
of Masaharu Morimoto’s restau-
rants in Philadelphia. He also
was an executive chef in
Hamburg, Germany, and in Las
Vegas before landing at Katsuya.

For our second dish, Dayag
presented a pink kingfish on a
thin black slate with a bowl of
onion ponzu for dipping. The
thickly sliced kingfish had a bite
of heat from a dollop of lime
koshō seasoning. Koshō is a
paste made from chili, yuzu zest
and salt. On top were thin slices
of red onion.

The course was paired with a
can of Crystal Shiso Mojito,
made by bar world dynamo Yael
Vengroff. It’s a combination of
light Casa Magdalena rum with
shochu, shiso, coconut and
Indian lime. To me, it tasted like
a refreshing Mai Tai. 

I enjoyed sipping it with one of 
my favorite dishes of the 
evening, a truffle edamame 
dumpling, which was presented 
in a shallow black bowl with 
truffle shavings on top and 
edamame beans scattered around 
the edges. The heavenly dish was 
paired with a crisp 2018 
Domaine des Justices Bordeaux 
Blanc from France. 

While we gave our palates a 
break, we watched Dayag batter 
and fry long and thin “popcorn 
shrimp” langoustines. The 
shrimp was cut in half before 
being served with a spicy, 
creamy dip. Using our chop-
sticks, we dipped each bite-size 
piece into the satisfying sauce.  

Our first sake of the evening 
was paired with an A5 Wagyu 
Katsu. Though the dish was pre-
sented like a sandwich, it tasted 
more like the finest hamburger 
ever made.  

Dayag dusted the beef with 
panko crumbs, flash fried it and 
placed it between toasted brioche 
bread. A black garlicky katsu 
sauce, comprised of more than 

15 ingredients, was spread on top 
before it was served standing up 
in a white serving bowl. 

I leisurely enjoyed the wagyu 
so I could appreciate the tender 
beef and pleasing mustard 
essence. The 2019 Tamagawa 
Yamahai Junmai Muroka Nama 
Genhu red label sake offered a 
collection of woody, earthy, 
honey tea and citrus peel notes, 
which was the perfect pairing for 
the course.  

A light toro tartar was served 
inside a black shell-shaped 
crispy nori cracker. Black River 
caviar and an onion ponzu gel 
topped the dish. It was paired 
with a funky orange/red wine 
called “Scotty Boy! Guess Who's 
Coming to Dinner (& Breakfast 
& Lunch).” It’s a blend of 65% 
Spear Vineyard Grenache Noir 
and 35% Tres Herman-as 
Vineyard Grenache Blanc organ-
ic grapes that are farmed sustain-
ably in Santa Barbara County. 
The unfiltered wine with no 
added sulfites offers full carbon-
ic maceration and a hint of pep-
percorn notes.  

The Alaskan king crab hand-
roll was our server’s favorite
course, and I could easily see
why. Served on a small white
ceramic plate, was a large por-
tion of fresh crab rolled in white
rice paper dotted with black
sesame seeds. Presented along-
side was a spike of dynamite
sauce.

Bright red Maguro bluefin
sashimi was served with a pick-
led ginger shoot and special soy
sauce. Dayag served it under a
glass lid, revealing a garden of
green leaves and yellow, orange
and red flowers underneath. The
exquisite dish paired nicely with
the second sake, a small pour
Nigori Ginjo “Summer Snow”
sake. Made is Hiroshima, the
unfiltered nigori sake offered a
luscious aroma of melon, and
reminded me slightly of cotton
candy in flavor. 

Diners can choose among three
entrees, and instead of the sushi
set, we ordered the miso-glazed
Patagonian tooth fish (similar to
a sea bass) and the Robata
maple-smoked short ribs. 

The ribs arrived under a dome
of smoke, and once Dayag lifted
the lid, a pleasing aroma of
maple wood tantalized our sens-
es. The beef was tender and
glazed with a slightly sweet
Yanikiniku barbecue sauce. 

The final course was a yuzu
and raspberry white chocolate
snowball served with raspber-
ries. Dayag poured dry ice
vapors onto the white sphere to
freeze and harden the top before

presenting the dessert.  
We cracked it open with 

spoons and the yuzu inside pre-
sented like the yolk of an egg. 
Fresh raspberries encompassed 
the “yolk.” The dessert was light 
and citrusy, the perfect ending to 
a fabulous ten course omakase 

experience. 
The omasake meal is $95 per 

person and the beverage pairing 
is extra. Katsuya’s omakase din-
ner is only available at the 
Brentwood location. $$ 11777 
San Vicente Blvd., (310)237-
6174. 

The ten-course omakase dinner features artfully presented dishes.

photo by Jill Weinlein

Katsuya’s omakase dinner delights the palate  

We’ve got the SCARIEST 
masks, costumes  
and decorations for the  
ultimate HALLOWEEN ! 

5969 Melrose Ave. • (323)467-7124 
(corner of Wilcox) 

Spiders and Skeletons, 
Cauldrons, Ghosts, Witches! 

plates, cups, tabelcloths, 
door decorations, balloons... 

Enormous Selection!

HEADQUARTERS!

50% OFF 
ALL COSTUMES  
in the halloween 
costume books

Support Small Business! 
Thank You For Your Patronage! 

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8447

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Spooktacular 
Tea Party at Home!

Peanut Butter & Jelly Triangles  
Assorted Mini Sandwiches 

Ham & Cheese, Chicken Salad,  
Smoked Salmon upon request  

($2 extra) 
Mini Muffins & Donuts 

Fresh Fruit Skewers 
Tea & Apple Juice 

No trick-or-treating? No problem! 
Treat the Kids to Du-par’s Sweets!

Order Direct or from  
Chow Now • Postmates 
DoorDash • Uber Eats

$21.95 
$2 extra for 

smoked salmon 

Available 
Every Day  
Must order a  

day in advance

By Jill Weinlein

http://dupars.net/Store/
http://www.vineamericanparty.com
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The Beverly Hills Unified School 
District (BHUSD) Board of Edu-
cation currently has a vacancy 
on its Governing Board of Edu-
cation due to the resignation of 
Board Member, Tristen Walker-
Shuman. At the Board Meeting 
of September 28, 2021, the Board 
unanimously voted to fill the va-
cancy by a provisional appoint-
ment from among qualified 
applicants. This appointee will 
hold office for the remainder of 
the term for this vacancy which 
expires on December 2, 2022.  
The District is requesting all 
those interested in serving on 
the Board of Education submit 
an application through 
bhusd.org/boevacancy/ by 4:00 
p.m. on October 15, 2021. To be 
eligible to apply for appointment 
to the Board of Education, an in-
dividual must be at least 18 years 
old, be a resident of the Beverly 

Hills Unified School District, be a 
registered voter in the State of 
California, and not be disqual-
ified from holding civil office by 
the constitution or any law of the 
State of California. To verify res-
idential eligibility the BHUSD 
School Finder Map can be used 
on the BHUSD website under 
School Finder at bhusd.org. 
An employee of the Beverly Hills 
Unified School District may not 
be sworn into office as an 
elected or appointed member of 
the Board unless they resign as 
an employee. If the employee 
does not resign, the employ-
ment will automatically ter-
minate upon being sworn into 
office. 
The BHUSD Board of Education 
will interview candidates and 
make a selection to fill the va-
cant seat in open session at up-
coming board meetings. 

Beverly Hills Unified School  
District Accepting Applications 

To Fill Vacant Seat on  
Governing Board of Education 

 
. Working together to make  

neighborhoods better 

Tony and Grammy Award-win-
ning actress Jennifer Holliday will 
return to the Wallis Annenberg 
Center for the Performing Arts at 
7:30 p.m. on Oct. 9.   

Holliday is among the first few 
artists to perform before an audi-
ence at the Bram Goldsmith 
Theater since COVID-19-forced a 
shutdown in 2020.   

Holliday, whose portrayal of 
Effie White in the 1981 smash 
hit “Dreamgirls” garnered a 
Grammy and a Tony Award for 
Best Actress in a Musical, will 
present a performance to celebrate 
the Broadway show’s 40th 
anniversary.   

Accompanied by a sextet of local 
musicians, Holliday will sing a 
selection of Broadway show tunes 
and jazz standards as well as some 
of her favorite songs.  

“Jennifer Holliday, one of the 
world’s most talented performers, is a 
Broadway legend,” said The Wallis’ 
Artistic Director Paul Crewes. “We 
are happy to feature her dynamic per-
formance as she returns to the Bram 
Goldsmith stage.”  

She was awarded a second 
Grammy for her rendition of Duke 
Ellington’s class “Come Sunday” 
on her second album, “Say You 
Love Me.”   

From 1985 to 1992, she had five 
Top 10 singles on the R&B and 
dance charts, and she collaborated 
with other stars including Barbra 
Streisand, Luther Vandross, David 
Foster, Paul Simon, Michael 
Jackson, Maurice White and 
Foreigner.   

In 2014, Holliday released her 
first album in two decades. “This 

Song Is You” stirred long-time 
fans and garnered a new generation 
of enthusiastic listeners, landing 
Holliday back in the Top 20 R&B 
charts with rave reviews.   

In 2016, Holliday returned to the 
stage starring alongside Cynthia 
Erivo in the Broadway revival 
of “The Color Purple” as sultry 
singer Shug Avery.   

All audience members attending 
indoor performances will be 
required to show proof of full vac-
cination upon entry at The Wallis, 
or proof of a negative COVID-19 
test within 48 hours of the attending 
their performance date. All patrons, 
regardless of vaccination status, 
will be required wear a face mask.   

Ticket prices range from $39 to 
$99 per person. To purchase tickets 
and for more information, call 
(310)746-4000 or visit 
thewallis.org/holliday. 

The Skirball Cultural Center 
will host the Los Angeles debut 
presentation of “Star Trek: 
Exploring New Worlds” from Oct. 
7 through Feb. 20.   

Organized by the Museum of 
Pop Culture (MoPOP), Seattle, 
under license by ViacomCBS 
Consumer Products, the compre-
hensive exhibition showcases Star 
Trek’s enduring impact on culture, 
art and technology.   

The exhibition also explores 
how the show broke boundaries 
with its daring vision of coopera-
tion and inclusion, mirroring the 
Skirball’s commitment to wel-
come people of all communities 
and generations to participate in 
cultural experiences that celebrate 
discovery and hope.   

“When I arrived at the Skirball 
last July, we were in the middle of 
the first COVID surge. Hearing 
the words ‘live long and prosper’ 
sounded really good,” said 
Skirball Cultural Center President 
and CEO Jessie Kornberg. “All of 
these months later, I am overcome 
with gratitude that we can reopen 
our full museum and on-campus 
activities with this exhibition as 
our headliner.   

“‘Star Trek: Exploring New 
Worlds’ highlights how the 
essential Jewish values that ani-
mate our work at the Skirball – 
welcome the stranger, honor 
memory, seek learning, pursue 
justice, build community, and 
show kindness – are the same 
touchstones of Star Trek’s fic-
tional future, and the key to what 
made the series so appealing to 

its audiences. Star Trek’s uni-
verse feels hopeful because the 
characters live these values, and 
we are thrilled to have the oppor-
tunity to celebrate our shared 
ideals.”  

The exhibition will feature an 
array of rare artifacts, set pieces 
and props from the television 
series and films, many of which 
have never been on display in Los 
Angeles.   

Highlights include Captain 
Kirk’s command chair and naviga-
tion console from the original 
series, Spock’s tunic worn by 
Lenoard Nimoy, Lt. Uhura’s dress 
worn by Nichelle Nichols, Captain 
Picard’s uniform worn by Patrick 
Stewart, original scripts and space-
ship filming models of the U.S.S. 

Enterprise.   
“Star Trek depicts a future 

where members of a diverse 
team work together, strength-
ened by their unique qualities 
and backgrounds," Skirball 
Museum Director Sheri 
Bernstein said. “This hopeful 
vision resonates deeply with the 
Skirball’s commitment to help 
build a society in which every-
one belongs and is valued for 
their unique contributions. I 
can’t think of a more apt exhibi-
tion to help us welcome our 
community back than the phe-
nomenal Star Trek: Exploring 
New Worlds.”  

 Tickets for October are on sale 
now. For information, visit skir-
ball.org.

photo courtesy of CBS Studios   

The Skirball Cultural Center will display an array of Star Trek arti-
facts, many of which have never been displayed in L.A.   

Set phasers to stun: Skirball shows Star Trek exhibit Dreamgirl retur  ns to the Wallis 

photo courtesy of The Wallis  

Jennifer Holliday will perform at the 
Wallis on Oct. 9 

Civic officials from Los 
Angeles and West Hollywood 
worked together to improve the 
local community in this photo-
graph from the Oct. 7, 1993, issue 
of the Beverly Press and Park 
Labrea News. National Council of 
Jewish Women Los Angeles 
President Reesa Hahn, left, was 
joined by former Los Angeles 
Mayor Richard Riordan, West 
Hollywood Mayor Pro Tempore 
Abbe Land and Los Angeles City 
Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky for 
a graffiti removal and clean-up 
project in the Fairfax District. The 
officials joined a group of 50 peo-
ple, including students from 
Fairfax High School, in making 
the neighborhood better. Land 
said she was happy to represent 
West Hollywood in helping to 
keep areas along the two cities’ 
common border clean. 

Danish String Quartet will perform at The Broad Stage 
The Broad Stage, Santa Monica 

College Performing Arts Center 
will present the Danish String 
Quartet at 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 8.   

Danish String Quartet is the 
recipient of Musical America’s 
2020 Ensemble of the Year, the 
Borletti-Buitoni Trust and coveted 
appointments that include the 
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln 
Center’s CMS Two Program and 
the BBC Radio 3 New Generation 
Artists program.    

Their eclectic repertoire includes 
the Mozart String Quartet No. 16 in 
E-flat major, a Curated Suite of 
Dances including those by Marc-
Antoine Charpentier, John Adams 
and Felix Blumenfeld, and a selec-

tion of Nordic Folk Music.    
“The story of this string quartet is 

perhaps like none other, having 
been friends since boyhood and 
having arrived at a profound identi-
ty as an ensemble by the time they 
were in their teenage years,” Rob 
Bailis, artistic and executive direc-
tor of The Broad Stage, said. “Their 
creative and musical relationship is 
forged equally in lifelong friend-
ship and the pursuit of a produced 
artistic vision.”  

Nordic folk music is the focus 
of “Wood Works,” an album of tra-
ditional Scandinavian folk music, 
released by Dacapo in 2014. As a 
follow-up, the Danish String Quartet 
released “Last Leaf for ECM,” an 

album of traditional Scandinavian 
folk music. This recording was one 
of the top classical albums of 2017, 
as chosen by NPR, Spotify and The 
New York Times.   

“They bring a vigorous integrity 
to every program they research – 
whether it’s illuminating late 
Beethoven with related works of 
Bach and Schnittke, or an explo-
ration of Nordic folk music,” Bailis 
said.” sation just sparkled for 
hours,” Bailis said.   

The performance marks the 
return to live and in-person perfor-
mances at The Broad Stage.  

Tickets priced from $50 to $80 
are available at thebroadstage.org 
or by calling (310)434-3200.   

https://www.bhusd.org
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‘Midnight Mass’ scares up a religious thriller 
When director Mike Flanagan’s 

“Doctor Sleep” premiered, the hor-
ror auteur made a dramatic turn. 
Once a master of brisk pacing, jolt-
ing, mind-bending flicks, his 
Stephen King adaptation spent 
more time on characters, merely 
peppering eerie, spooky moments 
across a notably longer runtime 
considering the genre.  

That dramatic inkling also 
worked well across a couple 
haunted house Netflix series he 
oversaw, though the first, “The 
Haunting of Hill House,” still 
rocked some major scares. With 
that anthology on indefinite hia-
tus, Flanagan leaves cursed resi-
dences aside, upgrading to an 
entire island primed for tragedy 
and terror.  

“Midnight Mass” once more 
embraces Flanagan’s affinity for 
horror-drama hybrid storytelling in 
a highly addictive limited series. 
Don’t assume “drama” is code for 
dull, boring or slow. Challenging 
monstrous masters like “Pan’s 
Labyrinth’s” Guillermo del Toro, 
this one packs a host of themes into 
seven hour-long episodes.  

The first three episodes unfold 
with a moderate pace, introducing 
Riley (Zach Gilford) at his darkest 
hour, sobering up to realize he 
killed someone whilst driving. 
Years later, he returns home to 
Crockett Island, a struggling fish-
ing community isolated from all 
that the mainland has to offer: 
stores, opportunity, diverse points 
of view and, for Riley, mandated 
AA meetings.  

That’s not a problem for Father 
Paul (Hamish Linklater), a sub for 
the island’s long-running 
Monsignor Pruitt currently recover-
ing from an illness on the mainland. 
The committed priest makes the 
rounds, gets to know everyone in 
town and even has time to do some 
quite remarkable feats.  

The arrival of both Paul and 
Riley also invites some peculiar 
events big and small that challenge 
the faith and temperament of a 
dwindling community. To say more 
undoes the power of each episode’s 
major reveals, more so come the 
third episode onward.  

In “Hill House,” Flanagan 
refused to take sides in the oft over-

simplified battle between science 
and religion. Traces of that topic 
eventually arrive, but “Midnight 
Mass” focuses more on region’s 
role in everyday life, especially a 
modest parish community.  

The louder voices represent the 
faith rather poorly, embodied in 
both mindless talking heads like 
Mayor Wade (Michael Trucco) and 
obnoxious fanatic Bev Keane 
(Samantha Sloyan), so sure in her 
exceptionality and interpretation of 
the good word.  

Bev’s confidence in the unknown 
serves as a pointed warning. She 
often, quite quickly, attaches bibli-
cal diagnosis to things others might, 
rightly, pause and debate before 
establishing as absolute truth. She’s 
nearly a caricature as tiresome as 
“The Mist’s” Mrs. Carmody, spew-
ing condemnations loosed from 

self-reflection.  
Alas, current events from the 

last several years prove horror 
film cliches are a bit too on the 
nose. Bev’s superiority, her belief 
in a direct link to the divine, feels 
like a middle finger to all those 
public figures mistaking hubris 
for God’s will. Bev is a necessary 
evil, an obligation in stories about 
religion.  

But if evil exists, hopefully its 
opposite does as well. The power of 
belief can be a source of power – 
it’s on display across every episode 
– but also a comfort and even the 
starting point to contemplate those 
bigger questions. What happens 
when we die? How might life turn 
out if we chose a different path?  

Bev’s antithesis arrives in the 
form of local teacher Erin (Kate 
Siegel), once anti-religion but now 
devout, and Riley, a former altar 
boy turned atheist. Their private 
conversations – perhaps a bit 
preachy at points but satisfying 
and well phrased nonetheless – 
serve as the series’ soul, its prima-
ry messaging.  

While things begin a bit chatty, 
the second half is an explosive 
experience. Those revelations 
never jump the shark, and the visual 
effects add a sense of realism.  

Along for the ride are a whole 
lotta of Flanagan regulars: Siegel, 
Sloyan, Henry Thomas (Elliott 
from “E.T.”) as Riley’s father, Alex 
Essoe as aging town elder Mildred 
Gunning, Annabeth Gish (“The X-
Files”) as the local doc and Sheriff 
Hassan (“iZombie’s” Rahul 
Kohli). They join several other 
incredible performances, especial-
ly from Linklater, whose perfor-
mance runs the gamut of emotional 
trajectories.  

“Midnight Mass” is a splendid 
way to kick off the Halloween sea-
son, thoughtful at first before cut-
ting to the core come the final 
moments, all thanks to a writer-
director with incredible commit-
ment to craft and spirituality. May 
Flanagan keep going down this 
richer path, never forgetting the 
importance of characters and those 
visual splendors that go bump in 
the night. 

photo courtesy of Netflix  

Kate Siegel stars as Erin, and Zach Gilford appears as Riley, in the com-
pelling horror-drama series “Midnight Mass.” 

 
 
 
 On October 10th, Andrew Jones Auctions  

will present an outstanding event: 
 “The Collection of Lady Victoria White”  
of Beverly Hills, CA.  
The collection is best described as 
 “English Country House meets California Chic.”  
The online only event stars at 10AM.   
Interested parties can visit  
www.andrewjonesauctions.com.   
“The layers of connoisseurship included within the 
truly unique Lady Victoria White Collection reveal 
her deep appreciation for the breadth of fine and 
decorative arts, punctuated by her numerous 
touches of whimsey,”  
said Andrew Jones, President and CEO, Andrew 
Jones Auctions.   
“The Collection of Lady Victoria White” tells a story 
that is elegant and personal. Lady White’s lifelong love of horses is best exemplified by four paintings contained within the 
collection by celebrated equestrian Impressionist artist Sir Alfred Munnings: The Kilkenny Horse Fair ($200,000-300,000) 
and Making a Polo Ground at Princemere ($100,000-150,000); as well as Lark III, an Irish Setter ($25,000-35,000) and a 
landscape evocative of Country life in Munnings’ home village of Dedham Winter at Flatford Mill ($15,000-25,000), a scene 
along the River Stour also favored by John Constable.    
British Impressionism is blended with Modernism including four lithographs which are also part of the Lady White collection 
by California Pop Art innovator Ed Ruscha: these feature a lot of two works -Two People Temporarily Separated and Two 
Happy People ($8,000-12,000) as well as a unique screen print by Andy Warhol $(1), ($30,000-50,000), and a range of ad-
ditional pieces by the likes of Jules Cavailles, Charles Van den Eycken, Paul Gustav Fischer, Robert Longo, Richard Serra 
and Kiki Smith, as well as a piece by Ormond Gigli, entitled Girls in the Windows, New York, 1960 ($15,000-20,000.) 

“The Collection of  
Lady Victoria White”

"Girls in the Windows New York 1960"

photo courtesy of Netflix  

Hamish Linklater portrays the dedicated and committed religious leader 
Father Paul in “Midnight Mass.” 

“Midnight Mass” is 
a splendid way to 

kick off the 
Halloween season, 
thoughtful at first 
before cutting to 

the core come the 
final moments, all 

thanks to a  
writer-director 
with incredible 
commitment to 

craft and  
spirituality.

https://www.theagencyre.com
https://www.andrewjonesauctions.com
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Housing Corporation gets kids ready for school  
The West Hollywood Community Housing Corporation helped its 
younger residents get back to school with a boost. Through a “Back-2-
School” program, students received backpacks filled with classroom 
supplies such as notebooks, paper, pens, report covers and dividers. 
After children received their backpacks, they and their families cele-
brated with a festive barbecue.  

photo courtesy of WHCHC

On Sept. 28, the Los Angeles 
Unified Board of Education unani-
mously approved a resolution com-
mending the work of exceptional 
school site leaders and their “efforts 
to ensure that students have the great-
est opportunities, most effective edu-
cators and strongest, safest and sup-
portive learning environments.”  

The resolution thanked school 
principals for leading educational 
equity and improving student acad-
emic achievement.   

“Our principals are exceptional 
frontline leaders, the heart and soul of 
our Los Angeles Unified family,” 
Board Member Scott M. 
Schmerelson said. “Their leadership 
skills are essential towards the success 
of our schools and, more importantly, 
the success of our students. I want to 

thank and recognize the Associated 
Administrators of Los Angeles and 
the Association of California School 
Administrators Region 16 for their 
continuous support and partnership 
and for encouraging and uplifting our 
administrators.”  

“I want to express my gratitude 
for the tremendous work our princi-
pals have done to provide a safe 
place for teaching and learning,” 
Interim Superintendent Megan K. 
Reilly said. “Words cannot describe 
the respect and appreciation I have 
for principals and their school staff. 
During the past 18 months, princi-
pals have been the glue holding our 
system together. We salute you dur-
ing National Principals Month and 
we thank you for your leadership 
each and every day.” 

BOE commends school leaders

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Oct. 1 
announced plans to add the 
COVID-19 vaccine to the list of 
vaccinations required to attend 
school in-person when the vaccine 
receives full approval from the 
Food and Drug Administration for 
middle and high school students.  

The COVID-19 vaccine will be 
required for in-person school atten-
dance — just like vaccines for 
measles, mumps and rubella. 

“The state already requires that 
students are vaccinated against 
viruses that cause measles, mumps 
and rubella – there’s no reason why 
we wouldn’t do the same for 
COVID-19,” Newsom said. 
“Today’s measure, just like our 
first-in-the-nation school masking 
and staff vaccination requirements, 
is about protecting our children and 
school staff, and keeping them in 
the classroom. Vaccines work. It’s 
why California leads the country in 
preventing school closures and has 
the lowest case rates. We encourage 
other states to follow our lead to 
keep our kids safe and prevent the 
spread of COVID-19.” 

Thanks to the state’s bold public 
health measures, California contin-
ues to maintain the lowest case rate 
in the entire country and is one of 
only two states to have advanced 
out of the CDC's “high” COVID 
transmission category. 

The vast majority of school dis-
tricts have reported that more than 

95% of students have returned to 
in-person instruction this school 
year, per the state’s Student 
Supports and In-Person Dashboard. 
California is leading national trends 
in preventing school closures, 
accounting for only 14 out of more 
than 2,000 school closures nation-
wide. 

To further protect students and 
staff and continue supporting a safe 
return to in-person instruction for 
all students, the governor directed 
the California Department of 
Public Health to follow the proce-
dures established by the Legislature 
to add the COVID-19 vaccine to 
other vaccinations required for in-
person school attendance pursuant 

to the Health and Safety Code. 
COVID-19 vaccine requirements 
will be phased-in by grade span. 

Upon full FDA approval of age 
groups within a grade span, CDPH 
will consider the recommendations 
of the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices of the 
United States Department of Health 
and Human Services, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and the 
American Academy of Family 
Physicians prior to implementing a 
requirement.  

Following existing statute, full 
approval of ages 12+ corresponds to 
grades 7-12, and full approval of 
ages 5-11 corresponds to grades K-
6. Students who are under the age of 
full approval, but within the grade 
span, will be required to be vacci-
nated once they reach the age of full 
approval (with a reasonable period 
of time to receive both doses), con-
sistent with existing procedures for 
other vaccines. The requirement 
will take effect at the start of the 
term following full approval of that 
grade span, to be defined as Jan. 1 
or July 1, whichever comes first. 
Based on current information, the 
requirement is expected to apply to 
grades 7-12 starting on July 1. 
However, local health jurisdictions 
and local education agencies are 
encouraged to implement require-
ments ahead of a statewide require-
ment based on their local circum-
stances. 

State to require vaccines for students

Gov. Gavin Newsom announced 
the student vaccination plan at a 
school in San Francisco on Oct. 1. 

photo courtesy of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s office

The Los Angeles Trust for 
Children’s Health honored former 
Los Angeles Unified 
Superintendent Austin Beutner and 
Dr. Margaret Lynn Yonekura of 
Dignity Health-California Hospital 
Medical Center at its first Salute to 
Student Health on Sept. 30.  

More than 200 educators, health-
care professionals, civic leaders 
and donors attended the gala online 
and in person at Vibiana in down-
town Los Angeles. 

“This pandemic has made the need 
for student health more apparent — 

and more urgent — than ever,” said 
Maryjane Puffer, executive director of 
The L.A. Trust. “Our mission is to 
bridge health and education to achieve 
student wellness. I cannot think of two 
individuals who have done more to 
achieve this than our two honorees.”  

Beutner received The L.A. Trust 
Visionary Award from Dr. Robert K. 
Ross, CEO and president of The 
California Endowment. 

“If you wanted to pick a three-year 
period to be superintendent, you 
would not have picked the past three 
years,” Ross said. “Austin brought 

clear-eyed vision — and steely leader-
ship — to one of the most extraordi-
nary moments in our nation’s history.” 

Beutner accepted his award “on 
behalf of the 86,000 L.A. Unified 
teachers and staff who work tire-
lessly every day.”   

Beutner said COVID-19 has 
proven the importance of serving 
children and families, and high-
lighted the district’s computer and 
internet assistance, COVID-19 
testing and vaccination operations, 
and food program, which has 
served 140 million meals.  

L.A. trust honors school leader, doctor

GO Campaign, a nonprofit 
that raises awareness and funds 
to help vulnerable children 
around the world, is holding its 
15th anniversary GO Gala virtu-
ally on Saturday, Oct. 23, from 
6-7 p.m. 

The gala will be co-hosted by 
the nonprofit’s global ambas-
sadors Lily Collins, Ewan 
McGregor and Robert Pattinson. 
The evening will also include 
musical performances and 
appearances by Kaitlin Olson 
and Glenn Howerton, and other 
surprise celebrity guests. All 
funds raised will support GO 
Campaign’s global COVID-19 
relief programs, efforts to 
achieve racial justice for youth 
in the United States, and educa-
tion for at-risk children in 
Africa, Latin America and 
Afghanistan. 

“It’s an honor to be a lifeline 
to these local heroes around the 
globe, to help them achieve their 
shared vision of a world filled 
with healthy, happy educated 
children” GO Campaign founder 
and CEO Scott Fifer said. “The 
more donations we are able to 
raise during this virtual gala, the 
more children, women and fam-
ilies we can protect.” 

In 2020, GO Campaign enlist-
ed a new generation of young 
activists in Hollywood to raise 
awareness for the nonprofit’s 
mission. Known as 
“Changemakers,” the activists 
include Minka Kelly, Brandon 
Flynn, Geraldine Viswanathan, 
Max Carver, Alex MacNicoll, 
Torrance Coombs and Abigail 
Cowen. They join veteran actors 
Collins, McGregor and 
Pattinson in supporting the orga-
nization. Since the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, GO 
Campaign has granted more 
than $855,000 in emergency 
relief. 

“As a part of the GO 
Campaign family, I’ve watched 
the organization grow and 
expand since the very begin-
ning. I’ve seen firsthand the 
lives that have been radically 
changed because of GO … it’s 
truly amazing,” McGregor said. 
“For the second year in a row, an 
endless amount of supporters 
can gather with us – safely and 
online – in an effort to make real 
change.” 

The gala is free; funds will be 
raised through an online auc-
tion. For information and regis-
tration, visit gogala.org. 

Gala benefits children in need

https://www.immaculateheart.org
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The Los Angeles Unified 
School District and Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority have 
announced a partnership that will 
offer TK-12 students unlimited 
rides from Oct. 1 through June 
30, 2023, at no cost to families. 

Under the proposal passed 
unanimously by both the 
LAUSD Board of Education and 
Metro Board of Directors at their 
respective board meetings on 
Sept. 14 and 23, the school dis-
trict will invest approximately 
$1.4 million per year for the next 
two years (cost sharing of $3 per 
student per year) to participate in 
Metro’s Fareless System 
Initiative Phase 1 plan. 

Metro will provide every TK-
12 student in the district with a 
TAP card that can be used for 
free transit on all Metro-operated 
transportation, as well as several 
adjoining municipally, operated 
transportation providers, includ-
ing Culver City, Norwalk, 
Downtown Area Short Hop 
(DASH), Montebello and Santa 
Monica. The LAUSD will dis-
tribute TK-12 TAP cards to stu-
dents, help promote the program 
to students and families, and sup-
port families with the registra-
tion and replacement processes. 

“Getting free Metro TAP cards 
into the hands of every Los 
Angeles Unified student will be a 
game changer,” LAUSD Interim 
Superintendent Megan K. Reilly 
said. “Our commitment in pro-
viding free transportation will 
expand our students’ world 
views. They’ll be able to access 
additional educational opportuni-
ties such as internships, employ-
ment and other meaningful expe-
riences and recreational activi-
ties outside of their immediate 
neighborhoods.”  

Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Hilda Solis, 1st 
District, who is also the Metro 

board chair, said it is critical for 
students to have access to trans-
portation now more than ever.  

“In January 2020, I was proud 
to author a motion at Metro to 
explore providing free transit for 
students in L.A. County,” she 
said. “Today, that vision is now 
being fulfilled – through Metro’s 
Fareless System Initiative. 
Students across the county will 
now be able to use our transit 
system to get to and from school, 
extracurricular activities and 
jobs without worrying about how 
to pay for it.” 

Mayor Eric Garcetti also 
praised the announcement.  

“The costs of transportation 
should never stand between our 
students and opportunity,” he 
added. “Access to our systems 
should be a right, not a privilege, 
and the decision to move forward 
with free ridership for young 
Angelenos is a critical step 

toward a system that is accessi-
ble to every rider — regardless 
of zip code or income level.” 

Phase 1 of the plan offers fare-
less transit to K-12 and commu-
nity college students in schools 
or districts that partner with 
Metro. In August, Metro tested 
fareless transit with six schools 
and districts, distributing more 
than 5,600 test TAP cards to stu-
dents. Metro is currently work-
ing with more than 30 other 
schools and districts to finalize 
contracts to offer fareless transit 
to their students.  

Metro, LAUSD enter into partnership

Los Angeles County Supervisor Hilda Solis, 1st District, and Mayor Eric 
Garcetti praised the LAUSD, Metro announcement. 

photo courtesy of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Oct. 4 
signed Assembly Bill 396, which 
will help feed thousands of 
California students currently strug-
gling with hunger and food insecu-
rity. Authored by Assemblyman 
Jesse Gabriel (D-Woodland Hills), 
the measure will require public col-
leges and universities to obtain cer-
tification allowing students in 
employment and training programs 
to access federally-funded CalFresh 
food benefits. 

“It’s shameful that so many 
young people in California go to 
bed hungry at night,” Gabriel said. 
“Particularly with the COVID-19 
pandemic exacerbating our student 
hunger crisis, it’s imperative that we 
leverage all available resources. AB 
396 will allow us to take advantage 
of already existing federal dollars to 
help feed our most vulnerable stu-
dents and make sure they get the 
nutrition assistance they so desper-
ately need.” 

AB 396 will expand access to 
CalFresh food benefits provided 
through the federal Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program. 
Currently, college students are ineli-
gible for the benefits unless they are 
working at least 20 hours a week or 
meet exemptions. AB 396 focuses on 
an exemption for employment and 
training services, which allows stu-
dents who participate in internships, 
apprenticeships and on-the-job train-

ing to obtain CalFresh benefits. 
According to data from the 

California Department of Social 
Services, approximately 250 
employment and training programs 
are currently approved for the 
exemption. U.S. Department of 
Education data show there are more 
than 9,000 potentially-qualifying 
programs in the California 
Community College system, 
Gabriel said. 

Research has shown there is a 
high prevalence of hunger and food 
insecurity on the state’s college 
campuses. Nearly one in three 
California college students face 
food and housing insecurity, accord-
ing to a survey by the California 
Student Aid Commission. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has exacer-
bated the problem, authorities said. 

“Assembly Bill 396 will stream-
line the process by which the 
California State University certifies 
its academic programs to participate 
in the employment and training stu-
dent eligibility pathway for 
CalFresh benefits,” CSU 
Chancellor Joseph I. Castro said. 
“In doing so, it will help ensure that 
Cal State students are connected to 
much-needed CalFresh benefits, 
removing a barrier to success so that 
they can achieve their personal, aca-
demic and career goals, as well as 
help California meet its future 
workforce needs.” 

Bill gives food benefits to students 

Beverly Hills High School 
English teacher Julie Goler host-
ed national best-selling author 
Brit Bennet for a special assem-
bly on Sept. 22.  

The event was held for all 
advanced placement and honors 
students who read Bennet’s book 
“The Vanishing Half” over the 
summer.   

Bennett was raised in Southern 
California and received an under-
graduate degree in English from 
Stanford University. She later 
attended the University of 
Michigan for her M.F.A. She also 
studied at Oxford University. 

While she was completing her 
M.F.A., Bennett's 2014 essay for 
Jezebel "I Don't Know What to 
Do With Good White People" 
gained considerable attention, 
generating more than 1 million 
views in three days. While at 
Michigan, she won a Hopwood 
Award in Graduate Short Fiction 
and the 2014 Hurston/Wright 

Award for College Writers. 
She has since published other 

nonfiction essays, including a 
history of Black dolls called 
"Addy Walker, American Girl" 
for the Paris Review, as well as a 
review of the 2015 Ta-Nehisi 
Coates book “Between the World 
and Me” for The New Yorker. 
Vogue said Bennett's nonfiction 
essays "recall Ta-Nehisi Coates 
[with] a similar ability to contex-
tualize the present moment in a 
bigoted past.” 

The L.A. writer’s debut novel, 
“The Mothers,” was a New York 
Times best-seller. Her second 
novel, “The Vanishing Half,” was 
also a New York Times best-sell-
er and was chosen as a Good 
Morning America Book Club 
selection. “The Vanishing Half” 
was also selected as one of The 
New York Times’ 10 best books 
of 2020.  

Bennet spoke with students 
about her book and her writing.  

L.A. author encourages 
Beverly Hills HS students

Beverly Hills High School teacher Julie Goler (right) set up a special 
assembly with author Brit Bennet. 

photo courtesy of Julie Goler

https://www.pilgrim-school.org
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Through Jan. 9, Craft 
Contemporary is presenting 
“The Charm of the Unfamiliar,” 
artist Pouya Afshar’s multimedia 
story of displacement, migration 
and resiliency.  

Using historic portraiture, ani-
mation techniques, digital appli-
cations and augmented reality, 
the exhibition follows the fic-
tional narrative of a group of 
migrants that relocate to an 
abandoned city that had once 
been an amusement park.  

The displaced in this narra-
tive are hybrid personas – 
human and animal, some real, 
some mythical – each physical-
ly transformed by their experi-
ences of migration. The hybrid 
beings embody the toll of dis-
placement and the adaptation 
and strength migration require, 
and reflect the dehumanization 
and exoticizing of immigrants 
and refugees that continues in 
the United States.  

Through this work, Afshar 
aims to open up dialogue about 
global refugee crises, U.S. 
immigration policy and the real-
ities immigrants face when they 
make it to the land of the 
“American Dream.” 

“Artists are the ones recording 
the history,” Afshar said. “One 
has to live, breathe and feel the 
surroundings alongside the char-
acters they create.”  

The exhibition begins with the 
video projection “Washed 
Ashore,” where the viewer sees 
smoke rising from the migrants’ 
homeland and their first steps 
into a new land. Visitors can 
then peer through the view find-
ers of “Shahr-e Farang,” 
Afshar’s interpretation of a 19th 
Century peepshow box, to watch 
the short animation “LA DOLCE 
VITA,” which chronicles the 
story of Hope, a character who 
decides to leave their war infest-
ed city to find a better life 

abroad. In a series of oil paint-
ings, “Ellis I–X,” Afshar merges 
his characters with historic 
images of detainees at Ellis 
Island. 

These highly-staged pho-
tographs were taken by Ellis 
Island clerk Augustus Sherman 
between 1905 and 1925. 
Sherman’s series of photographs 
has become an iconic represen-
tation of the romanticized 
American immigrant experience 
and American “melting pot.”  

In reality, the people pictured 
were being detained at Ellis 
Island, often for health or legal 
reasons. Since Sherman seldom 
included the names of his sub-
jects, it is rarely known who 
among them were permitted into 
the U.S. or were deported back 
to their home countries. 

Afshar also deploys digital 
technology to further enhance 
his characters’ experiences. 
Small keepsakes brought by the 
migrants, such as a teddy bear, 
materialize via 3-D printing. 
Through augmented reality, 
Afshar’s characters break out of 
the two-dimensional plane to 
occupy space and move through 
the exhibition. Viewers are 
transformed from voyeur to par-
ticipant, moving with the charac-
ters as they navigate their jour-
ney.  

At the conclusion of the jour-
ney, the characters and visitors 
pass through a constructed wall. 
Inside, Afshar presents animated 
interviews in which individuals 
who immigrated to the United 
States share their varied experi-
ences. 

“The political rhetoric sur-
rounding immigration and the 
world’s refugee crises has grown 
increasing enflamed in recent 
years,” curator Holly Jerger said. 
“Afshar works against this dehu-
manizing discourse by illustrat-
ing the complex reasons people 

are forced to leave their home-
lands and the multiple chal-
lenges they face upon resettle-
ment. With this exhibition, he 
asks us to walk with these char-
acters and understand their expe-
riences.” 

Born in 1984 during the Iran-
Iraq War, Afshar left Iran with 
his family at sixteen and reset-
tled in Los Angeles. Afshar’s 
multidisciplinary practice inves-
tigates themes of diaspora, mem-
ory, violence and loss.  

He is an alumnus of the 
California Institute of Arts and a 
graduate of University of 
California Los Angeles Graduate 
Department of Film and 
Television, where he focused on 
animation and digital media.  

For information, visit craft-
contemporary.com.  

Craft Contemporary  
exhibit explores migration

Pouya Afshar’s exhibition “The 
Charm of the Unfamiliar” explores 
the toll of migration. 

photo courtesy of Pouya Afshar

CicLAvia will return to down-
town Los Angeles and surrounding 
neighborhoods for an 11th birthday 
event celebrating more than a 
decade of open streets from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Oct. 10.  

Inspired by Bogotá, Columbia’s, 
weekly ciclovía, CicLAvia tem-
porarily closes streets to car traffic 
and opens them to Angelenos to use 
as a public park. 

Presented by Metro in partnership 
with the city of L.A., the public will 
enjoy a six-mile route connecting 
MacArthur Park, downtown, 
Chinatown and East L.A. 
Participants can bike, skate, run, 
walk, skateboard and spectate.  

Throughout the past decade, more 
than 1.8 million people have 
enjoyed CicLAvia, with an average 
of 53,000 participants at each event.  

CicLAvia is a free, open event. 
People of all ages and abilities are 
welcome to show up at any portion 
of the route.   

For those looking to spice up the 
route, CicLAvia has partnered with 
Niantic for Pokemon Go and Harry 
Potter: Wizards Unite app users to 
discover special in-game locations.  

Birthday dessert pop-ups will be 
held at Phoenix Bakery in 
Chinatown, Uli’s Gelato in down-
town L.A., Café Dulce in Little 

Tokyo and La Soledad Bakery in 
MacArthur Park. Purchase a special 
CicLAvia birthday treat at each 
location to receive a different limit-
ed edition CicLAvia button.  

All hubs will have restrooms, bike 
parking, bike repair, free water, food 
trucks and first aid. Catch a free 
pedicab ride at any hub, and Metro 
Bikes will be available on a first-
come, first-served basis at existing 
bike share stations along and near 
the route. 

Masks are required, and compli-
mentary masks will be available at 
information booths.  

For those who have not yet 
received a COVID-19 vaccine, 
drop-in vaccination clinics at the 
MacArthur Park Hub and Mariachi 
Plaza Hub will offer doses of Pfizer 
and Johnson & Johnson.  

The Civic Center Hub will feature 
an art installation, block party and 
strolling puppeteer. At the 
Chinatown Hub, guests can learn 
about the Obama Portraits Tour at 
LACMA and pick up an art kit.  

Participants are reminded to wear 
a helmet while biking, skateboard-
ing or rollerblading. The CHP booth 
at the Mariachi Plaza Hub will give 
out free helmets to anyone under 18 
while supplies last.  

For information, visit ciclavia.org.   

CicLAvia returns to downtown L.A.

A new branch of CMIT 
Solutions launched with a party at 
The Petersen Automotive 
Museum on Sept. 30.  

Guests were taken by private 
elevator to a red-carpet entrance 
and champagne reception on the 
third floor.  

After walking through the clas-
sic car display while listening to a 
live, five-piece jazz band, guests 
ventured onto the outside roof ter-
race with a 360-degree space bar, 
DJ and photo booth. The LA 
Roller girls skated around while 

guests enjoyed a curated menu of 
small bites and cocktails. 

Ethical hacker Ted Harrington 
talked to the audience about the 
importance of cyber security. 
Guests even the chance to win a 
Tesla 3 as CMIT partnered with 
Tesla, popl and Tequila 13 for this 
event. 

CMIT has been ranked number 
one in its category in Entrepreneur 
magazine’s Franchise 500 list for 
the seven consecutive years.   

For information, visit cmitsolu-
tions.com.  

CMIT Solutions celebrates launch

More than 1.8 million have participated in CicLAvia, which closes streets 
to car traffic and opens them to Angelenos as a public park. 

photo courtesy of CicLAvia

We carry the finest in  
• Beer 
• Wine 
• Spirits 
• Champagne 
• Kegs 

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine 

Call us! 323-469-1414  
www.bogiesliquor.com 

Football is back!  
Stock up for your  

tailgate party here!

Bogie’s Liquor

Guests got the chance to win a Tesla 3 as CMIT Solutions celebrated 
the launch of its Beverly Hills branch. 

photo by Andrew Kitchen

https://bogiesliquor.com


Los Angeles City Controller Ron 
Galperin has released an online map 
featuring services and programs that 
will help families and communities 
prepare for unexpected natural dis-
asters.  

“Get Ready, Stay Prepared” gives 
a rundown of the city’s emergency 
prep resources and maps the loca-

tions of fire and police stations and 
other important civic buildings that 
Angelenos can access before and 
after a disaster.    

Galperin provided a guide to pre-
pare Angelenos for the next emer-
gency and encouraged people to fol-
low the checklist.  

Residents are advised to use 

resources from the Red Cross and 
Los Angeles Fire Department to 
create an emergency plan; get a list 
of supplies necessary to prepare 
emergency kits for home, work and 
personal vehicles, including finan-
cial materials and pet supplies; and 
sign up for critical information 
through NotifyLA and the MyShake 
app. 

For information, visit lacon-
troller.org/get-ready-stay-prepared. 
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leaders without legitimate grounds 
undermine city relationships, she 
said.   

“We need to make sure that there 
is a practice in place to ensure this 
kind of political targeting and mis-
use of public dollars is not happen-
ing, that we make it very clear, to 
the sheriff himself directly, and to 
the department, that we don't sup-
port it, that we don't want our sta-
tion to be anywhere near any of that 
kind of behavior,” Horvath said.   

The resolution also requests a 
follow up on an audit the City 
Council requested in response to 
allegations of fraudulent reporting 
of personnel hours of work at the 
West Hollywood Station. A letter 
was sent to the county on June 7 
requesting the audit, but the city has 
not yet received a response.  

The audit, the resolution states, 
should indicate whether West 
Hollywood work hours were spent 
on the political investigations con-
ducted by the Civil Rights and 
Public Integrity detail. Council 
members said the use of funds on 
such investigations would be inap-
propriate, particularly as budgets 
have suffered due to economic ram-
ifications of the pandemic.   

West Hollywood Sheriff Station 
Capt. Edward Ramirez confirmed 
there is one West Hollywood 
deputy on loan to the specialized 
unit, which he said is typical prac-
tice. In the past year, the department 
has loaned four or five deputies to 
various units throughout the county, 
he said.   

The station is receiving backfill 
funding from the sheriff’s depart-
ment for the overtime work created 
by the vacancy.   

“I can best assure you that no city 
funding is being utilized,” Ramirez 
said. “The sheriff’s department has 
a long history of using on-loan 
positions across the entire depart-
ment.”   

Council members said that the 
use of any deputies for the purpose 
of investigating whistleblower alle-

gations is improper because most 
places of employment allow an 
internal investigation of such 
claims. Further, they said city lead-
ers should have been notified of the 
unit.   

“To read about something like 
this in the L.A. Times was disap-
pointing to me because we spend a 
lot of our city’s dollars, our taxpay-
er’s money on public safety,” 
Councilman John D’Amico said. 
“It’s complicated for me as a coun-
cil member to open the L.A. Times 
to read about something when we 
were never informed.”   

Ramirez said he also was not 
aware of the whistleblower investi-
gations, so he was not at liberty to 
discuss additional information with 
the city. All he could say is that the 
deputy from West Hollywood is not 
being paid with city funds. He 
declined to share the deputy’s 
name.   

“I don’t know what the investiga-
tions entail,” Ramirez said. “I read 
about them when you read about it 
in the L.A. Times.”   

When the Beverly Press/Park 

Labrea News reached out to the 
sheriff’s department for comment 
on Oct. 5, they were directed to a 
statement Villanueva issued on 
Sept. 22, one day ahead of the pub-
lication of the L.A. Times article.  

“In the article, the reporter will 
push the narrative that I created this 
team to attack my political oppo-
nents and their appointees. This is 
false,” Villanueva said in the state-
ment. “The sole responsibility of 
the sheriff’s department is to inves-
tigate allegations of criminal con-
duct as they are discovered, regard-
less of how inconvenient it may be 
to the subject of the investigation. 
The unit is supervised by the under-
sheriff, and I have recused myself 
from all decision making to avoid 
any potential conflict of interest.”   

City staff is planning to host a 
discussion on community safety at 
the Nov. 15 City Council meeting. 
At the meeting, council members 
will discuss ways in which the city 
can use alternatives to the sheriff’s 
department to support local com-
munity safety efforts, according to 
a staff report.  

Demonstrators, none of whom 
appeared to be affiliated with the 
department or union, swarmed 
Wunderlich and his dog outside 
Kelly’s Coffee & Fudge Factory, 
where they yelled “Vaccines don’t 
work!” and “This is all propagan-
da!”   

Wunderlich invited the group to 
send two or three representatives to 
meet with him at a later date to dis-
cuss the vaccination requirements.  

“I’m happy to have a conversa-
tion, but after we get the kids safely 
to school,” the mayor said.  

The crowd followed Wunderlich 
as he continued to walk, and many 
families stayed behind, presumably 
to protect their children.   

The union’s post regarding the 
Oct. 5 protest emphasized that it 
would be a “peaceful” rally. “And 

for those attending, please remem-
ber that today is about addressing 
the issue of gaining back control of 
our department for decisions on 
staffing and response, as well as 
religious freedom for our firefight-
ers,” the post reads.  

Barton, who is vaccinated, said it 
is too soon to know what will hap-
pen within the department in 30 
days, when the temporary exemp-
tions are re-evaluated by the city’s 
Human Resources Department and 
the City Attorney’s Office.  

“[Officials] need to let the process 
take its course,” he said.   

According to the press release, 
any employee granted an exemption 
must take a COVID-19 test weekly. 
Individuals who are exempted for 
medical reasons will be evaluated 
individually based on information 

supplied by health care providers. 
City staff will meet with individuals 
who requested religious exemptions, 
the release states.   

“I want to assure the Beverly Hills 
community that this department will 
continue to provide world-class care 
with full staffing and emergency 
medical technicians on all shifts. … 
I will not allow anything to distract 
from our mission of protecting the 
health and safety of the community,” 
Barton added.   

According to the health depart-
ment, a health care worker is defined 
as “all paid and unpaid employees, 
contractors, students and volunteers 
who work in indoor or other settings 
where care is provided to patients 
[and where] patients have access for 
any purpose, leading to direct patient 
contact.” This specifically applies to 
EMTs, EMT-paramedics and pre-
hospital care personnel. The order 
does not apply to police personnel.   

Reporter Brynn Mechem con-
tributed to this story. 

BHFD is 80% vaccinated 
From page 1

photo by Edwin Folven  
The West Hollywood City Council will send a letter to the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department stating city funds should not be used for 
inappropriate investigations.  

Council seeks follow up to audit request 
From page 1

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD  
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood 
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to 
consider the following item: 
 
LOCATIONS:            9001 SANTA MONICA  
                                 BOULEVARD,  
                                 West Hollywood, California 
 
REQUEST: Amendment to development 

agreement (2006-003) for a 
previously approved mixed-use 
development, currently under 
construction, by extending the 
terms of the development 
agreement. 

 
PERMIT(S):              Development Agreement 

Amendment, and any other re-
quired permits. 

 
APPLICANT(S):       Ocotillo LA 9001SMB, LLC 

(Mark E. Lehman, Representa-
tive) 

  
TIME/PLACE            Teleconference Meeting 
OF HEARING:          Thursday, October 21, 2021 

at 6:30 p.m. 
                                 This meeting will be a telecon-

ferenced meeting (with de-
tailed instructions for 
participation included on the 
posted agenda). 

 
ZONES:                    CC1 (Commercial, Community 1) 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS:                   Negative Declaration previously 

adopted. 
 
CITY HALL is accessible by appointment only.  The 
staff report will be available on Thursday, October 14, 
2021 on-line at www.weho.org 
 
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone 
else raised at the Public Hearing described in this no-
tice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the 
West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Plan-
ning & Development Services Department at, or prior 
to, the Public Hearing. 
 
If you require special assistance to participate in this 
meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you 
must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office 
of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours 
prior to the meeting.   
 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to partici-
pate in said Public Hearing to express their opinion in 
this matter. 
 
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND 
WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY OF THE AGENDA 
AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER IN-
FORMATION regarding this item, contact Antonio 
Castillo, Senior Planner in the Planning & Develop-
ment Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via 
email at: acastillo@weho.org  
 
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении про-
екта. Для дополнительной информа-
ции на русском языке звоните: 
323-848-6826.

Controller’s office charts services 

https://www.weho.org
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has appealed the city’s “improper” 
categorical exemption from the 
California Environmental Quality 
Act to the Los Angeles City 
Council, according to the release.   

According to the Pico Robertson 
Health & Safety Coalition, 24 ille-
gal oil well projects are operating 
at the West Pico Drill Site. Two are 
new wells, 12 are “redrills” and 10 
are conversions, all of which 
should require environmental 
review, according to the coalition.  

Yebri, a coalition member, said 
multiple organizations are fighting 
the city’s reluctance to review the 
site, which has a total of 57 active 
oil and gas wells. He said CEQA 
requires that the site be reviewed 
regularly.   

“The city’s granting [of] this 
exemption and the grounds for 
doing it are shaky at best and com-
pletely improper at worst,” Yebri 
added.  

Irwin said the city’s failure to 
conduct oil well inspections dates 
back to at least 1945.  

“There is no reason they 
couldn’t pass an inspection ordi-
nance to collect fees from permits 

to pay for all this a couple of years 
ago,” she said. “I don’t know why 
that hasn't been done, and it’s 
clearly a failure of current city 
leadership. … It’s really frustrat-
ing and a little bit frightening.”  

The issues surrounding the West 
Pico Drill Site are especially perti-
nent given the oil spill off the coast 
of Orange County last week, an 
incident several candidates men-
tioned.  

“We watched what happens 
when shoddy maintenance or 
repair by small, under-resourced 
oil operators is combined with lax 
regulation and enforcement by 
government agencies, and Los 
Angeles should not be replicating 
the gross negligence that we saw 
off our coast,” Yebri said.  

Basler also referenced the disas-
ter and said it’s “ridiculous” that 
companies are still drilling.   

“[The West Pico Drill Site] is 
right in people’s backyard,” she 
said. “It's very close, and the fact 
that [officials] then [say] that it 
was safe, and nobody has been 
held accountable, is just outra-
geous. So I am glad that we can all 

come together to support this.”  
Some of the candidates suggest-

ed that the current council member 
for the district, Paul Koretz, has 
not done enough to mitigate the 
situation. Epstein said there is 
plenty of blame to go around.  

“It seems that they don’t have 
the competency or the interest or 
the political will … to protect the 
community appropriately,” he 
said. “I think that’s a shame and 

needs to change.”  
The candidates also agreed that 

the city needs to move away from 
oil drilling in general and do a bet-
ter job regulating current opera-
tions throughout Los Angeles.   

“For so long, the city has had 
this sort of Band-Aid mentality, 
and you’ve seen it with even this, 
this sort of kicking-the-can-down-
the-road [mindset] about regulat-
ing the oil industry,” Biblarz said.   

Yaroslavsky said it’s imperative 
that the city ensure that active oil 
wells are operating safely.   

“While we’re starting the 
process of phasing out oil wells, 

this is an important interim mea-
sure before we shut them all 
down,” she said, adding that the 
county has begun the process of 
shutting down oil wells in unincor-
porated Los Angeles County.   

Koretz’s office was advised not 
to discuss the case by the City 
Attorney. Representatives of Los 
Angeles City Planning declined to 
comment because the matter is 
pending before the council’s 
Planning and Land Use 
Management Committee.  

Representatives of Pacific Coast 
Energy also declined to comment 
on this story.  

Oil drilling site operations targeted  
From page 1
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The Crossword answers were errantly omitted from the Sept. 23 and Sept. 30 editions of the Beverly Press/Park 
Labrea News. We apologize for the inconvenience. 

west in the San Fernando Valley, 
stretching from Van Nuys to 
Canoga Park, instead of the North 
Hollywood area, where it is cur-
rently located.  

Raman and Krekorian were not 
happy about the recommended 
map, and they plan to continue 
lobbying for changes.  

“The proposed draft map effec-
tively completely erases District 4 
as we know it, leaving a district 
with either 0% of our current resi-
dents, or 29% of our current resi-
dents, at a time when the minimal 
increases in census population in 
Los Angeles shows no basis for 
such drastic shifts,” Raman said in 
a statement. “Coming on the heels 
of an election with historic voter 
turnout, how can we in good faith 
encourage people to participate in 
municipal politics only to wholly 
discard their votes?”  

“The commission was supposed 
to protect fair and equitable partic-
ipation by the voters of Los 
Angeles in selecting their repre-
sentatives. Instead, this disgraceful 
plan would disenfranchise hun-
dreds of thousands of voters in the 
Valley who will have no say in 
who represents them in the coun-
cil. It would completely reverse 
the results of elections that took 
place just last year. It would dis-
empower voters of Armenian, 
Korean and other ethnic back-
grounds,” Krekorian said in a 
statement. “I’m confident that the 
council will reject this absurd set 
of proposed maps and ensure that 
all of the people of Los Angeles 
have a fair opportunity to elect 
council members of their own 
choosing.” 

Redistricting is required every 
10 years under the city charter, and 
the commission uses census data 
to create districts with equal repre-
sentation. The goal is to create dis-
tricts with approximately 260,000 
residents each, Gonzalez said.  

The commission is comprised of 
21 members – two appointed by 
Los Angeles City Council 
President Nury Martinez, one 
appointed by each of the other 14 

council members, three appointed 
by Mayor Eric Garcetti and one 
each appointed by Los Angeles 
City Attorney Mike Feuer and 
Controller Ron Galperin.  

In addition to census data, 
Gonzalez said the recommended 
map was created based on input 
from the public and calls for simi-
lar communities to be grouped 
together. The commission poten-
tially altered Krekorian’s 2nd 
District so an additional council 
district will be located in the San 
Fernando Valley, providing more 
representation for residents, he 
said. The recommended map 
places five council districts com-
pletely in the Valley, and one 
includes areas of the San Fernando 
Valley and the Los Angeles basin 
(possibly the 4th District).  

The southern portion of 
Raman’s district was altered to 
group similar neighborhoods 
together, Gonzalez said. The com-
mission received public input that 
the neighborhoods of Hancock 
Park and the Miracle Mile would 
be better grouped with communi-
ties to the west that are currently in 
the 5th District, he added. The rec-

ommended map would extend the 
5th District west to Larchmont 
Village, so it would include the 
entirety of Hancock Park, which is 
currently split between the 4th and 
5th districts. The 5th District’s 
western boundary would remain 
along the San Diego (405) 
Freeway, but the district would 
lose territory on its northern end, 
stopping at the Santa Monica 
Mountains instead of stretching 
into Sherman Oaks.  

Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 
13th District, said he is monitoring 
the redistricting process and urged 
residents to voice concerns at the 
upcoming meetings.  

“I encourage Angelenos, includ-
ing 13th District constituents, to 
stay engaged in the redistricting 
process as it moves forward. There 
is still a way to go, and public 
engagement is crucial. It’s impor-
tant that the commission continues 
to hear from residents across the 
city,” O’Farrell said. “I am com-
mitted to ensuring that no voters 
are disenfranchised. Once the 
commission’s role is complete, I 
will evaluate the proposed redis-
tricting map with that imperative 

in my deliberations.”  
Koretz, who is termed out next 

year, declined to comment on the 
recommended map or proposed 
changes for the 5th District at this 
time, but is following the process 
and will weigh-in when a final 
map is presented to the City 
Council, spokeswoman Alison 
Simard said. The idea behind 
redistricting is for council mem-
bers to stay independent at this 
stage so as to not influence the 
commission’s work, she added.  

Others representing communi-
ties that would be included in the 
5th District under the proposal had 
strong opinions. Cindy Chvatal-
Keane, president of the Hancock 
Park Homeowners Association, 
said it makes sense that Hancock 
Park would be linked with similar 
communities to the west. One of 
the commission’s goals was to 
place the Jewish community in a 
single district, she said.   

“It’s our desire to be placed in a 
connected district with other com-
munities of interest,” Chvatal-
Keane said, adding that she 
believes the process for creating a 
recommended map has been open 
and transparent. “We have much 
more in common with the neigh-
borhoods to the west. Hancock 
Park would be happy to be in 
Council District 5 as it is laid out 
in the map.”  

Conrad Starr, president of the 
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood 
Council, said the council’s posi-
tion is that it be included within 
one council district, as is the case 
with the recommended map, 
except for a small sliver on the east 
along Manhattan Place.  

“I’m hopeful this was an over-
sight and they will correct it,” Starr 
said. “The GWNC’s preferred 
option is to be unified in one coun-
cil district. We can live with the 
status quo of the current council 
district boundaries. The GWNC is 
completely opposed, however, to 
any further splitting of our area, or 
worse, the introduction of addi-
tional council districts to our 
map.”  

Lauren Nichols, president of the 
Mid City West Neighborhood 
Council, also said the best option 
is to have the council in one dis-
trict. Mid City West is opposed to 

the current map recommended by 
the redistricting commission 
because it splits the neighborhood 
council between the 4th, 10th and 
13th districts. Nichols added that 
council is encouraging residents to 
participate in the upcoming virtual 
meetings to voice concerns.  

“Ultimately, we would like to be 
in one council district,” Nichols 
said. “Our decision before they 
introduced this map was to be in 
one district, and the district chosen 
was CD 4.”  

Steve Kramer, president of the 
Greater Miracle Mile Chamber of 
Commerce, said he is still review-
ing the new map, but believes the 
Miracle Mile should be in a single 
district.  

“We would like to have a cohe-
sive Wilshire Boulevard corridor,” 
Kramer said. “I also think that 
when someone was elected a year 
ago, they shouldn’t have their dis-
trict taken away.”  

Some representatives of the 
Melrose District are also crying 
foul, as the recommended map 
places portions of the district north 
of Melrose Avenue in the 4th or 
13th Council districts.  

“Common sense says that the 
Melrose area includes both sides of 
the street,” read a statement from 
the Melrose Action Neighborhood 
Watch. “Should this division hap-
pen, we would need to involve two 
council districts on all issues relat-
ing to Melrose. This could be dis-
astrous.”  

Gonzalez reiterated that the map 
will likely change in the coming 
weeks before it is presented to the 
City Council, and there is time for 
people’s voices to be heard.  

“You will probably have some 
modifications. We will do some 
fine tuning and modifying,” he 
added. “We want to hear people’s 
opinions. We have these meetings 
taking place. We are definitely lis-
tening.”  

The commission is still seeking 
public input on the map at virtual 
meetings at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 9; 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 
13, and 10 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
16. To participate via Zoom, visit 
bit.ly/LACCRCZoom. To partici-
pate via telephone, call (669)254-
5252, and use the Meeting ID: 161 
545 4787#. 

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles City Council Redistricting Commission 

The Los Angeles City Council Redistricting Commission released a pro-
posed map of the council districts and is seeking public input. 
 

Districts could look dramatically different
From page 1
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Across  
 
1. Hospital V.I.P.’s  
4. Qatar’s capital  
8. A spoonful of medicine, e.g.  
14. Furnace fuel  
15. Shrinking Asian sea  
16. Siouan speakers  
17. Roe  
18. It’s just for show  
19. Numbers  
20. Canine specialist  
23. Fleece chaser  
24. No layabout  
25. Soap opera’s slot  
29. Composition writer  
34. High-tech mogul Michael  
36. Means  
37. Home economics  
44. Subtle glow  
45. Speak to rudely  
46. Get ready for a shower  
50. Broken, in some way  
55. Executes  
57. Poker variety  
58. Cottage, e.g.  
63. Most desperate  
65. Painter of limp watches  
66. Monte or Norte  
67. “Let him be __ rich.”-- Emerson  
68. Neck and neck  
69. Hodges of the Dodgers  
70. Mediterranean sea  

71. Monopoly acquisition  
72. Printer’s widths  
  
Down  
 
1. Thingamajig  
2. Mexican muralist  
3. Like street talk  
4. Arp movement  
5. City SSW of Moscow  
6. Amateur broadcasters  
7. In full voice  
8. Equivocates  
9. Types of willows  
10. Food thickener  
11. Not “fer”  
12. Follow  
13. Kind of curve  
21. Youngster  
22. Precious eggs  
26. Psyche divisions  
27. Confronted  
28. A Manning  
30. Gator or lemon?  
31. Dark and feminine (Chinese)  
32. Letter accompanier, abbr.  
33. 66, e.g.: abbr.  
35. Technology that uses polarized light  
37. June honoree  
38. Arles assent  
39. Mr.’s mate  
40. Attention  
41. Imogene’s TV partner  

42. Civil War inits.  
43. Doctrine  
47. ____ file: Frederick Forsyth spy thriller  
48. Fasten to  
49. Electric fish  
51. There was much about nothing in 
Shakespeare  
52. Family feud  
53. Enter cautiously  
54. Lives  
56. Chose a team  

58. Remnant  
59. Lived  
60. Church part  
61. Delight  
62. Quarters starter  
63. Raiding grp.  
64. ___ an interesting offer for you... 

Classified Advertising 
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
COMPUTER HARDWARE

DOG WALKER

HELP WANTED

TThehe         Disc     Disc             Doc          Doc  

Computer Problems?   
I CAN HELP! 

     • Troubleshooting   
     • Lessons 
     • Purchase Consultation  
     • Phone Support 

Joel Rothman 
323.240.5112   

TheDiskDoc@mac.com  

UPHOLSTERY WEBSITE DESIGN

  
 

SCREENS • DOORS  
HARDWARE 

SALES & INSTALLATIONS 
7769 SANTA MONICA BL. 
WEST HOLLYWOOD 

(323)248-0840 
www.tashmans.com 

Since 1961 
Family Owned & Operated 

mackeycreativelab.com 
info@mackeycreativelab.com

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER 

• Leash Manner Training 

• Socialization, Structure,  

Exercise 

• Insured, Certified 

AKC Good Citizen Trainer 

323.393.5238 
latty@cooperk-9.com 

Google: Latty Cooper 
as seen on YouTube! 

ALAKAZAM 
UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY 

Commercial & Residential 
Every Style:  

Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers 
Replace Feather Proof Lining 
Broad Selection of Fabrics, 
Draperies & Roman Shades 

HIGHEST QUALITY  
WORKMANSHIP 

Call Rosie for FREE Estimate 
310-491-8409 

West Hollywood 

Affordable 
Prices 

Spices • Blooms 
Baskets 

 
Special Occasion Flowers 

 
Signature Spice 

Coastal Mediterranean 
Blend 

Fiesta Blend 
Steak & Burger Blend 

The Italian One 
Sunday Supper  
emilyjilgco.com 
a lifestyle brand

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

2

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your  
Los Angeles Times subscription. 

Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer   
Enter code 9003 

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year. 
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

To our new readers: 
We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past 3 weeks.  

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!

Ways to subscribe

Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/
Subscribe now & receive a complimentary copy of  

“Our People Our Places” magazine! 

answers on page 22 
 

Looking for an experienced office assis-
tant to join our team! The Beverly Press 
and Park Labrea News are well-estab-
lished weekly newspapers covering 
hard news for Beverly Hills, West 
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and 
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles. 
Administrative assistant duties include 
letters, emails, filing, light bookkeeping, 
mailing lists/mail merge. General assis-
tant to the publishers. Compensation 
negotiable. Email resume to  
michael@beverlypress.com
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No matter who you are or what you’re 

going through, whether you’re an inpatient, 

outpatient or new patient, at Cedars-Sinai,  

a helping hand is well within reach. 

And with over 250 locations in Southern 

California, you can rest assured that when 

you have healthcare needs, there’s expert 

care close to home.

Learn more at cedars-sinai.org/righthere.

https://www.cedars-sinai.org
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