BEVERLYPRESS.COM

INSIDE
• Co-living project
approved
pg. 3

Sunny, temps
in the mid-80s

Volume 31 No. 36

• Tigray protest
pg. 5

Serving the Beverly Hills, West Hollywood, Hancock Park and Wilshire Communities September 9, 2021

Subway extension delayed ‘We remember every year, all year long’
n Metro announces 2024 segment completion date

n Tributes planned on

By edwin folven

20th anniversary of
Sept. 11 attacks

Passengers waiting to ride
Metro’s Purple Line Extension project will have to wait an extra year,
as the transportation agency has
pushed back the opening for the
first segment of the subway
between Wilshire/Western and
Wilshire/La
Cienega
from
November 2023 to fall 2024.
Metro spokesman Dave Sotero
said the delay in opening was

caused by a combination of factors,
including difficulty in tunneling
through sand, tar and methane gas
pockets near the La Brea Tar Pits;
mitigation measures that were
implemented in surrounding neighborhoods as construction progressed; and an underground
“anomaly” near Wilshire and San
Vicente boulevards that crews had
to address before the twin tunneling
machines could pass by. That
See Metro page 21
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Crews had to cut away an underground steel beam before the tunneling
machines could reach the site of the future Wilshire/La Cienega station.

By edwin folven
First responders, civic officials
and community members will
come together on Saturday to
commemorate victims and mark
the 20th anniversary of the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
Although two decades have
passed since the attacks on the
World Trade Center in New York
City and the Pentagon near
Washington, D.C., they still weigh
heavy on the minds of many people, local first responders said.
“It’s very important that we
always remember and honor those
who lost their lives on Sept. 11,
2001. I always say that we never
forget,” Beverly Hills Fire
Department Chief Greg Barton
said. “We want to make sure that
every year, the city has some sort
of ceremony to remember the victims, not only all of the firefighters and police officers affected,
but the citizens who lost their
lives.”
“It’s an opportunity to reflect on
the magnitude of that day and how
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The city of Beverly Hills will hold a ceremony on Sept. 11 at the city’s
9/11 Memorial Garden at 445 N. Rexford Drive.

it changed America forever,”
Beverly Hills Fire Department
Deputy Chief Joseph Matsch
added. “I get emotional just thinking about it. Even though it happened 20 years ago, those memories come to the surface.”
Barton and Matsch will be
among personnel from the
Beverly Hills fire and police
departments who will gather at the

city’s 9/11 Memorial Garden at
445 N. Rexford Drive from 5:30
to 6 p.m. on Sept. 11 for an annual
commemoration
ceremony.
Beverly Hills Mayor Robert
Wunderlich and members of the
Beverly Hills City Council will
also participate, along with bagpipers and a color guard. Matsch
said the memorial, which opened
See Local page 21

Complaint lodged against West Hollywood’s Carnaval canceled again
COVID-19 claims
district VP Walker-Shuman more
large events,
n

n School board

businesses impacted

member denies
residency allegations

By Brynn mechem

By AAron Blevins
Beverly Hills Unified School
District Board of Education Vice
President Tristen Walker-Shuman
has denied allegations that she no
longer resides in Beverly Hills.
According to state law, school
board members must reside “in
the trustee area which he or she
represents.”
A complaint sent anonymously
to several governmental agencies
and a handful of media outlets
accuses Walker-Shuman of continuing to serve on the board after
moving out of state in August.
She said the complaint is a “distraction.”
“It's unfortunate,” WalkerShuman said. “There are no consequences short of a finding postinvestigation, and I haven't been
notified that an investigation has
even been started. So this is, at
this point, just allegations that
have not been fact checked and
have allegedly been filed. I don’t
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Walker-Shuman

know that it actually has been,
and no one has contacted me in
terms of trying to verify any of
the contents of the complaint.”
The complaint, which included
photographs of moving trucks
outside of a home it identifies as
Walker-Shuman’s, was addressed
to the Los Angeles County
District Attorney’s Office, the
California Secretary of State, the
Los Angeles County Office of
Education and the Beverly Hills
See Board page 22

West Hollywood’s Halloween
Carnaval, which annually draws
hundreds of thousands to Santa
Monica Boulevard, is again canceled this year.
Normally held on Oct. 31, the
event draws costume-clad residents
for performances by bands, dancers
and artists. The city describes the
event as the largest Halloween
gathering in the world.
In 2020, the City Council
approved the cancellation of all
major special events. Due to the
continued spread of COVID-19 and
the rise in Delta variant transmission, the city continued the cancellation of many large-scale events
into 2021, public information officer Sheri Lunn said.
The cancellations included the
Halloween Carnaval and New
Year’s Eve events. The city’s inperson Pride celebration was also
canceled in June.
Halloween
Carnaval
was
launched in 1987 and has grown
into an annual gathering of cos-
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The 2019 Halloween Carnaval drew thousands to West Hollywood.

tumes, entertainment, culture and
self-expression. The event typically
brings significant revenue to local
businesses, and West Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce president
and CEO Genevieve Morrill said
the cancellation could impact business owners.
“The event brings massive
amounts of people, which of course
helps businesses because the mass
of people gives you a great turnover
in your business,” Morrill said.

A 2016 economic impact analysis of major special events in West
Hollywood found the Halloween
Carnaval generated $4.2 million in
sales at West Hollywood businesses, second only to Pride celebrations, which generated $9.2 million.
Still, Morrill said most business
owners are more concerned with
maintaining a safe space to ensure
they don’t get shut down. The canSee Carnaval page 22
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American Rescue Plan could
lower health care costs

The American Rescue Plan could
lower health care costs for thousands of individuals in California’s
28th
Congressional
District,
according to a report commissioned
by Congressman Adam Schiff (DBurbank).
The report, released Sept. 8,
found by reducing premium contributions and expanding access to
premium tax credits, the district’s
uninsured rate could drop by 39% if
the estimated 33,000 individuals in
the district who are currently uninsured enroll in the low-cost plans
provided in the American Rescue
Plan.
“Access to affordable health
insurance can be the difference
between being able to thrive or
merely survive, provide for your
family or live in poverty, and the
COVID-19 pandemic has only
exacerbated these hardships and
inequities,” Schiff said. “Thanks to
the American Rescue Plan, tens of
thousands of families no longer
have to choose between staying
healthy and staying financially
afloat.”
For 2021 and 2022, the American

Rescue Plan broadens eligibility for
financial assistance to help pay for
health care coverage through the
federal and state-based marketplaces. It also lowers premiums for
most people who currently have an
Affordable Care Act marketplace
plan.
Since it was signed into law by
President Joe Biden in March 2021,
the American Rescue Plan has, on
average, lowered premiums for consumers with existing federal marketplace plans by 40%. For new
consumers, the median deductible
has been reduced by 90%.
Though some households that
already receive their health insurance through California’s marketplace or ACA tax credits will automatically have their premiums lowered, uninsured households will not
receive the enhanced tax credits in
2021 if they do not act by the end of
the year.
Based on estimates from the
House Committee on Oversight and
Reform, individuals and families in
the 28th District could save approximately $2,400 in health insurance
premiums annually.

O’Farrell calls for quick payments
to affordable housing contractors

Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13 District, has
introduced a motion that will facilitate timely payments to contractors,
especially small businesses, who
are partnering with the city on
affordable and permanent supportive housing projects funded by
Proposition HHH.
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“The top priority of Angelenos –
from everyday citizens to city leaders – is to house and assist people
experiencing
homelessness,”
O’Farrell said. “The timely payment to HHH partners is critically
important, especially the small business contractors, all of whom rely
on timely payments to build thousands of units. This is an obligation
and duty that the city must fulfill.”
In 2016, the City Council and Los
Angeles
voters
supported
Proposition HHH and the issuance
of up to $1.2 billion in bond proceeds to address the homelessness
crisis, with the goal of building
10,000 affordable and permanent
supportive housing over a 10 year
period. To date, Proposition HHH
has achieved significant outcomes.
Fourteen projects (804 units) are
completed and occupied, and the
Los Angeles Housing Department
plans to house the program’s
1,000th tenant before the end of the
year. Currently, there are 127
Proposition HHH-funded projects
in the pipeline, comprising 8,241
housing units, with at least one project in every council district.
A total of 54 projects (3,402
units) are under construction and 22
projects (1,408 units) are expected
to close construction financing by
the end of 2021 and begin construction shortly thereafter. An additional
37 projects are in the process of
having financing identified, and are
targeted to be ready for construction
by the end of 2022. Overall, the Los
Angeles Housing Department
expects to have exceeded the
10,000 unit goal by more than 1,000
units two years early, and with an
average HHH subsidy of $135,000
per unit.
“Though LAHD has expeditiously financed and moved projects into
the construction phase, due to the
increasing number of Proposition
HHH projects under construction,
as well as a reduced level of staffing
at LAHD, it now faces the challenge
of processing payment requests in a
timely manner,” O’Farrell said.

CALENDAR
Art of June
Edmonds

barbara-haber-on-community-cookbooks-overlooked-gems-tickets168876278495.

Luis De Jesus Los Angeles presents
“June Edmonds: Joy of Other
Suns,” the artist’s second solo exhibition with the
gallery running
from Thursday,
Sept. 9, through
Saturday, Oct.
30. An artist
reception will
be held on Sept.
18 from 3 to 6
pm. Edmond’s latest work continues
her exploration of race and history,
using social abstraction to navigate
complex issues. The artist commemorates the historical contributions of Black female pioneers and
early landowners in Southern
California. 1110 Mateo St.
(213)395-0762, luisdejesus.com.

Culinary History

Culinary Historians of Southern
California is holding “Community
Cookbooks: Overlooked Gems on
Library Shelves” with author-curator
Barbara
Haber
on
Saturday, Sept.
11, at 10:30
a.m., via Zoom.
Haber
will
explore community cookbooks and their
significance as documents of social
history. Haber is a former curator of
books at the Schlesinger Library at
Harvard University, where she oversaw the development of a large collection of cookbooks and other
books and manuscripts related to
food. The illustrated lecture is free
but reservations are required.
eventbrite.com/e/culinary-program-

Art of Camille
Rose Garcia

Enjoy artist Camille Rose Garcia’s
new show “Obsidian Butterfly” running from Saturday, Sept. 11,
through Saturday, Oct. 2 at KP
Projects. Garcia’s exhibit is a collection exploring
the symbolism
of
natural
forces, including the ocean as
a vessel to hold
and heal feelings of sorrow
and loss. Last
year when wildfires engulfed the
West Coast, Garcia was evacuated,
not knowing the fate of her home. In
those moments of uncertainty, she
headed to the ocean to take solace in
the vast body of water, and it
became an inspiration. An opening
reception will be held on Sept. 11
from 3-7 p.m. Regular viewing
hours are noon to 7 p.m., Tuesday
through Saturday. 633 N. La Brea
Ave. kpprojectsgallery.net.

LACMA photo
discussion

Join the Los Angeles County Museum
of Art for “Anthony Lepore and the
R.J. Arnold Photography Archive,” an
online discussion on Monday, Sept.
13, from 6 to 7 p.m. In conjunction
with the exhibition “Acting Out:
Cabinet Cards and the Making of
Modern Photography,” Lepore and
LACMA curator Britt Salvesen discuss the evolving role the images play
in understanding the history of photography and California at the turn of

WeHo seeks input on climate plan
The city of West Hollywood
invites community members to provide input on its draft climate action
and adaptation plan, which updates

an earlier plan, by visiting
weho.org/climateaction.
West Hollywood is dedicated to
sustainability and preserving the

the century. Since 2011, Lepore has
been involved with the preservation
and curation of the R.J. Arnold
archive. Admission is free but reservations
are
required.
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/W
N_oNazWty5SMCTlXuxz5QH2Q.

Alzheimer’s
webinar

The Alzheimer’s Foundation of
America is holding a free webinar
for California veterans and their
families on Thursday, Sept. 16, from
11 a.m. to noon. Learn about brain
health, memory screenings and benefits. Admission is free but registration is required. alzfdn.org/veterans.

Adoption webinar

People interested in adoption or foster parenting are encouraged to
attend a webinar being held by the
Children's Bureau on Thursday,
Sept. 16, from 4-5 p.m. The presentation will be hosted by a Children’s
Bureau team member and will
include information from a foster
parent. Reservations requested.
all4kids.org.

‘As Good As Gold’

Theatre 40 presents “As Good As
Gold,” a new comedy written by
Marilyn Anderson running from
Thursday, Sept. 16, through Sunday,
Oct. 17, in the Reuben Cordova
Theatre on the campus of Beverly
Hills High School. The play stars
Marie Broderick, Landon Beatty,
Wendy Hammers, David Westbay,
Nicola Victoria Buck, Chance
Denman and Michael P. McDonald.
Showtimes are 8 p.m., Thursday
through Saturday; 2 p.m., Sunday.
Tickets are $36. 241 S. Moreno
Drive. (310)364-0535, theatre40.org.

environment. In 2011, the city
released its initial climate action plan.
Input on the draft climate action
and adaptation plan will be accepted
through Sept. 30. The community can
also provide feedback by calling
(323)848-3155.

Bogie’s Liquor
Football is back!
Stock up for your
tailgate party here!
We carry the finest in
• Beer
• Wine
• Spirits
• Champagne
• Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine

Call us! 323-469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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West Hollywood OKs co-living proposal
n Opponents plan to

appeal 3-2 planning
commission decision
By AAron Blevins
The West Hollywood Planning
Commission on Sept. 2 narrowlyapproved a controversial co-living
proposal that would add 18 units –
including 73 co-living bedrooms –
and 32 parking spaces to the
northwest corner of Fairfax and
Fountain avenues.
Attorney John B. Murdock,
who is representing property owners to the north and west of the
proposed project site, said his
clients will appeal the 3-2 decision
to the West Hollywood City
Council.
Opponents argue that the project would bring additional density, traffic and parking issues to an
area that already suffers from
these problems.
“That’s a major concern to the
residents,” Murdock said. “It’s a
quality of life issue. Nobody’s
against having shared apartment
buildings if the traffic and the area
can handle it, but this area’s …
heavily trafficked already.”
Edward Levin, a principal of
Levin-Morris Architects, the project’s architectural firm, said there
are no “legitimate” grounds for
appeal and that the planning commission’s decision was “correct as
a matter of law.” He said the
developers, FF1 LLC, have
altered the proposal in recent

weeks to mitigate parking concerns, especially concerns related
to deliveries.
“We could say, ‘Now, we’re
going to dig our heels in, and
we’re not going to compromise.
We’re not going to try to make this
better.’ We are going to try to
make it better. We want a building
that works – just that simple,”
Levin said.
According to planning documents, FF1 LLC sought concessions and waivers for a five-story,
18-unit building that would be
more than 28,000 square feet. The
project would also have two floors
of subterranean parking.

“It’s a quality of
life issue.
Nobody’s against
having shared
apartment
buildings...”
John B. Murdock
Attorney

The developers requested permission to merge three properties
at 1301-1307 N. Fairfax Ave. and
7909 Fountain Ave. and raze the
existing structures – three residences and two accessory structures. In addition to co-living bedrooms, the project would offer
three affordable housing units.
In a report, city staff referred to

co-living as a “configuration that
is new and dynamic for the city”
and noted that co-living projects
in other, unspecified cities have
helped the housing crisis in those
areas.
Murdock said the co-living
units are “single-room occupancy” units, as they are single bedroom units being leased to single
individuals.
“The city is accepting a description of what was proposed by the
developer – that it’s 18 apartments
– when in fact, there will be 73
individual renters in the building,”
he said. “People are upset that this
is not as described. And then to
top that off, for 73 individual
renters, they're only providing 30
parking spaces in the building.”
Levin said the units are not single room occupancy units and that
the developers are legally obligated to provide just nine parking
spaces. He said SROs are more or
less a bedroom.
“This building is essentially
four- and five-bedroom apartment
units,” Levin added. “They're not
SROs. They can't legally be SROs,
because the bedrooms each have a
private bathroom … but [they
have] no kitchen sink and no
kitchen counter. As with any apartment, that’s not in the bedroom. It’s
in this kind of living room/kitchen
area that’s shared by four or five
residents and bedrooms. This is
called co-living, and it’s fairly new
in West Hollywood.”
Murdock said it would
inevitably be up to a court to
decide.

rendering courtesy of Levin-Morris Architects

FF1 LLC is looking to build a five-story, 18-unit building at the northwest
corner of Fairfax and Fountain avenues. Opponents of the project contend that the co-living element of the proposal will lead to increased traffic and parking issues.

“The city council can definitely
overturn what the planning commission has done if they agree that
this is really an SRO,” he added.
“It's individual renters who are taking individual bedrooms, which is
exactly what an SRO building is.
And that requires a conditional use
permit.”
During the planning commission
meeting,
several
residents
remarked on the dangers of the

intersection at Fairfax and
Fountain. Resident Steven Nash
referred to it as “intensely busy,”
and resident Andrea Whitfield
wrote that it is “prone to some hairraising auto accidents.”
Levin said there is a reason that
the northwest corner of that intersection has gone undeveloped for
many years.
“It’s a very challenging site,” he
added.
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Man killed after suspects fleeing police crash
n Alleged human

trafficking suspects
arrested after pursuit

By edwin folven

photo by Edwin Folven

A homeless man was injured when two cars collided on Sept. 7 at
Virgil Avenue and Fifth Street, where one of the vehicles jumped a
curb and struck an encampment.

Man injured when vehicle
plows into encampment

By edwin folven

A homeless man was injured
on Sept. 7 after a vehicle on
Virgil Avenue collided with
another car at Fifth Street,
jumped a curb and came to rest in
a homeless encampment, police
said.
The collision occurred at
approximately 6 a.m. as a late
model Dodge Dart was traveling
south on Virgil Avenue at a high
rate of speed and collided with a
Toyota Corolla heading east on
Fifth Street, Los Angeles Police
Department spokesman Tony Im
said. The Dodge, which also hit a
tree, came to rest in the encampment, Im added.
Los Angeles Fire Department
personnel arrived minutes later

and found a male victim lodged
under the vehicle, LAFD
spokesman Nicholas Prange said.
Firefighters used special tools
and a heavy rescue apparatus
similar to a tow truck to lift the
vehicle and free the trapped man.
Prange said the victim sustained moderate injuries but
remained conscious throughout
the rescue operation. He was
taken to a hospital for treatment.
Three other individuals who
were in the vehicle that was
struck were also taken to a hospital with non-life threatening
injuries.
Im said the collision remains
under investigation, and he did
not know if the driver who
allegedly caused the collision
will face charges.

Clues sought in Sept. 6 homicide
By edwin folven
Investigators are searching for
clues in the murder of a man whose
body was found on Sept. 6 in the
1300 block of South Berendo Street
in Koreatown.
Officers from the LAPD’s
Olympic Division received calls at
approximately 4:40 a.m. about shots
being fired and found the unresponsive victim lying on the sidewalk.
The man was pronounced dead at
the scene.
“We don’t have a whole lot to go
on,” said Lt. John Radtke, with the
Los Angeles Police Department’s
West Bureau Homicide Unit. “We
are still waiting to identify the victim. We are only releasing that he
was an Asian man in his 20s, and he

was found on the sidewalk.”
He said the neighborhood is residential, and that there have not been
any other homicides or violent incidents in the area recently. No motive
has been identified. The victim was
not involved with gangs or drugs,
Radtke added.
“There was nothing apparent. He
had no criminal history and nothing
to suggest what he was doing
there,” he said.
Detectives are in the process of
checking security camera footage
and interviewing people in the
neighborhood to generate leads.
Anyone with information is urged
to call the LAPD’s West Bureau
Homicide Unit at (213)382-9470.
During weekends and off-hours,
call (877)LAPD247.

Warning issued about online
stimulus payment scams
The Internal Revenue Service is
warning about economic impact
payment scams that continue to target the public.
The scams are frequently perpetrated by sending people emails that
appear to legitimately be from the
IRS. Unsuspecting victims are
asked to enter personal information
or submit payments.
Other scams include text messages stating that a taxpayer is eligible for a stimulus payment, but they

must click on a link to complete
information to claim the money.
Phishing emails claiming the IRS
has calculated a taxpayer’s fiscal
activity are also being used.
The IRS does not send unsolicited texts or emails, and authorities
warned people not to open links
and attachments contained in unsolicited emails. Also, the IRS does
not threaten individuals with jail or
lawsuits. For information, visit
tips.tigta.gov and irs.gov.

Two brothers are facing felony
charges after allegedly leading
police on a pursuit on Sept. 2 that
ended in a crash that killed another
driver near the intersection of
Wilton Place and Sixth Street.
Los Angeles Police Department
spokesman Tony Im said officers
from the Hollywood Division were
conducting a human trafficking
operation at approximately 11:40
p.m. near Melrose and Western
Avenue when they saw a black
Mercedes pull over and drop off a
woman. The officers attempted to
pull the vehicle over, but the driver
sped away, Im added.
Police pursued the Mercedes
into Koreatown, where the vehicle
collided with an older model
Toyota pickup at Wilton Place and
Sixth Street. One man in the pickup
was pronounced dead at the scene,
and another man in the Toyota was
taken to a hospital.
The Los Angeles County Office
of the Medical Examiner/Coroner
identified the deceased man as
Dionicio Baten Ajanel, 31, of Los
Angeles. The injured man was not
identified. He remained hospitalized on Tuesday and is expected to
survive, said Detective Mo
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The vehicles came to rest on a sidewalk at the intersection of Wilton
Place and Sixth Street, where damage was still visible on Tuesday.

Hassanzi, with the LAPD’s MultiDisciplinary Collision Investigation Team, which investigates all
collisions that involve a police pursuit.
Im identified the suspects as
Keith Sparrow, 21, and Julian
Sparrow, 22, of Los Angeles. He
did not know which of the two men
was allegedly driving the
Mercedes. The suspects were
booked on human trafficking
charges and will likely face murder
charges resulting from the fatal col-

lision. The human trafficking
allegedly involved prostitution,
and police assisted the female victim, although Im had no further
information about that part of the
case.
Both suspects have been
released on bail pending formal
charges being filed by the Los
Angeles County District Attorney’s
Office, Hassanzi added. Keith
Sparrow was released on $150,000
bail, and Julian Sparrow was
released on $200,000 bail.

Defendant sentenced for illegally operating hostels

Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer announced on Sept. 8 that his
office has criminally prosecuted a
defendant for allegedly operating
illegal hostels out of rent-stabilized
apartments in Hollywood.
One property, a two-bedroom unit
at 1416 Martel Ave., allegedly had
33 beds available for rent, the other,
a one-bedroom apartment at 7032
Lanewood Ave., allegedly had 15
beds. The defendant, Ilya Shilov,
was sentenced to 12 months summary probation, 15 days community
labor and a $500 fine, plus penalties
and assessments. He was also
ordered to cease all hostel activities
and ordered to abide by the terms of
applicable leases.

“This was an outrage in so many
ways,” Feuer said. “The defendant
took precious rent-stabilized units
off the market, packing dozens of
customers into small spaces. And
those customers were constant
headaches for rent-paying residents
next door, with all-night parties,
fights and evidence of drug use. We
had to put a stop to all of it.”
Starting in July 2020, different
agencies in the city began receiving
complaints about an alleged hostel
operating in a six-unit apartment
building at 1416 Martel Ave. In partnership with the Los Angeles
Housing
and
Community
Investment Department, inspections
were made and an order to comply

was issued to Shilov. Over the next
year, police were called to the location 177 times, Feuer said.
As a criminal case against Shilov
proceeded, HCID inspectors found
another hostel he was allegedly
operating out of a rent-stabilized
apartment in a 21-unit building at
7032 Lanewood Ave.
Shilov was found guilty on three
counts relating to the unlawful use
of a building for other than what it is
permitted for, and failing to secure
all permits and licenses required by
law.
Feuer encouraged the public to
report alleged illegal properties by
visiting lacityattorney.org/reportproblem-properties.
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Protestors call for deaths in Tigray to stop
n Tigrayan Community

of Greater L.A. fights
‘genocidal war’
By Brynn mechem
Chants of “Drop food, not
bombs” could be heard as approximately 100 people gathered on
Sept. 8 near the intersection of La
Cienega and Wilshire boulevards to
protest deaths in Tigray, the northernmost region of Ethiopia.
On Nov. 4, 2020, Ethiopian
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
ordered a military offensive against
regional forces in Tigray. Since
then, an estimated 70,000 civilians
have been killed in what many protestors say is a genocidal war.

However, the Ethiopian government rejects reports of genocide.
Many civilians were also killed
in the conflict from aerial bombardment by Turkish drones, which is
why protestors gathered outside the
Consulate General of Turkey at
6300 Wilshire Blvd., said organizer
Senai Gebrekristos.
Gebrekristos is part of the
Tigrayan Community of Greater
Los Angeles, which has regularly
held protests throughout Los
Angeles since the war in Tigray
began.
“Our big goal is to, first, end this
genocidal war,” he said. “But second, we want to provide aid to the
thousands of people dying from
starvation.”
The
U.S.
Agency
for
International Development esti-

Civic leaders promote vaccinations
As the delta variant surges across
Los Angeles and the U.S., prominent civic leaders came together in
a recent Cedars-Sinai virtual town
hall and issued an urgent call to
unvaccinated members of Latinx
communities: Get immunized as
soon as possible to protect themselves, their loved ones and their
communities.
The online forum in Spanish was
part of a new Cedars-Sinai health
education campaign called “Doses
of Hope” that addresses vaccine
hesitancy in vulnerable populations
through education and awareness.
"We know that vaccines represent the path toward normalcy,"
moderator Dr. Jorge Goldberg told

the audience.
Goldberg, a senior consultant at
Cedars-Sinai International, was
joined by Dr. Hector Balcazar, dean
of the College of Science and
Health at Charles R. Drew
University of Medicine and
Science; Nury Martinez, president
of the Los Angeles City Council;
and Angelica Salas, executive
director of the Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights.
The hour-long forum was the
third in an ongoing series of public
conversations called "Embracing
Our Community: LIVE!" sponsored by Cedars-Sinai to address
vital issues affecting local communities.

mates that approximately 900,000
people across Tigray, an area of
approximately 6 million people,
currently face famine conditions.
However, active fighting and
restrictions keep aid workers from
reaching all parts of the region,
making it difficult to receive official reports, according to media
reports.
Opponents of the war said cattle
have been killed and crops have
been burned. However, Ethiopia’s
government has said aid is being
delivered to nearly 1.5 million
people, according to media
reports.
“We need to make sure attention
is drawn to this issue so there is no
added belligerence,” Gebrekristos
said. “People are dying, and it
needs to stop.”
Martinez said she and other city
leaders want to avoid a repeat of the
winter of 2020, when businesses
were forced to close in an effort to
stop the spread of the virus that
causes COVID-19.
Martinez and the other speakers
lamented some of the major obstacles to vaccines in Latinx communities: misinformation on social
media and fear or mistrust of the
government. They cited a practical
obstacle as well, explaining that
many essential workers cannot take
time away from work to get vaccinated or work from home.
Thomas Priselac, president and
CEO of Cedars-Sinai, said the
“Doses of Hope” message was
intended to resonate with communities that add so much to the
diverse tapestry of Los Angeles.

photo by Brynn Mechem

Approximately 100 people demonstrated outside the Consulate General
of Turkey on Sept. 8.

Notable Quotes
“You furnish the pictures and I’ll furnish the war.”
William Randolph Hearst
1863-1951
Attributed instructions to artist Frederic Remington (1861-1909) in
Havana, Cuba, in March 1898
*Source Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations
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WeHo residents denounce anti-abortion law
n Pro-choice advocates

assemble to condemn
Texas Senate bill
By Brynn mechem
Since the passing of a Texas antiabortion law, West Hollywood residents have rallied and begun organizing events to support a woman’s
right to choose.
West Hollywood was declared a
pro-choice city in 1991, and local
officials say it’s important to show
the city’s continued opposition to
restrictive abortion laws.
“We must always make sure that
people understand that we are an
open and supportive community for
those seeking reproductive health
care, especially in today’s world

when everything seems to be under
attack,” said Councilman John
Erickson, who also works for
Planned Parenthood.
The new law, Texas Senate Bill
8, prohibits abortions as soon as
medical professionals can detect a
fetal heartbeat, typically around six
weeks after conception. There are
no exceptions for rape or incest.
The bill also allows private citizens to sue individuals who help
women seek an abortion, including
medical professionals and anyone
who drives a woman to a clinic.
Supporters of the bill have
launched a website for anonymous
tips. Anyone who successfully sues
another person would be entitled to
at least $10,000 and the cost of
attorney's fees.
“This goes beyond a violation of

Housing Now Fund moves ahead
An effort to double down on
the city’s financial commitment
to create more affordable housing
for those transitioning out of
homelessness advanced on Aug.
26, when it received a unanimous
endorsement by the city's
Homelessness and Poverty
Committee.
The Housing Now Fund, proposed by Councilman Mark
Ridley-Thomas, 10th District,
who
chairs
the
city’s
Homelessness and Poverty
Committee, noted that the city’s
success in expanding effective
homeless street engagement services is contingent on outreach
teams being equipped with a significant infusion of resources.
The fund, envisioned as a collaboration between the city and
county of Los Angeles, would
provide rental subsidies coupled
with supportive services for an
additional 10,000 people experiencing homelessness, specifically
targeting those with significant
health and mental health needs
that currently reside on city
streets.
“Successful street engagement
depends on having a supply of
affordable and supportive hous-

ing that is readily available to
place unhoused clients without
delay. We need to invest in these
long-term solutions, and the
investment will need to be far
more than what we are currently
doing if we want to see a difference on our streets,” RidleyThomas said. “We need to work
at the scale that this crisis
requires. This fund would create
10,000 new slots of permanent
supportive housing using the tried
and tested model of the Housing
for Health Program. There is no
better medicine for someone suffering from physical and mental
health challenges on the street
than
supportive
housing.
Investing in rent subsidies is the
right prescription.”
The fund would complement
the proposed Citywide Street
Engagement Strategy, which
would ensure a standardized
assessment of encampments, an
adequate period of dedicated
street engagement at all sites
where unsheltered people reside
and a transparent and accountable
process by which street engagement teams work collaboratively
to help unsheltered individuals
transition indoors.

Governors call for climate funding
With wildfires burning in the
western U.S. and the Gulf Coast
facing the aftermath of Hurricane
Ida, Gov. Gavin Newsom on Sept. 1
joined a group of 10 governors calling on Congressional leaders to
ensure the federal infrastructure
package includes key programs and
funding to tackle the climate crisis.
“Climate change is intensifying
the wildfires that burn in the West,
hurricanes that threaten the East
and extreme heat that endangers
people and animals throughout the
country. Now is the time for bold
climate action,” the letter reads. “It
is vital for Congress to adopt both
the bipartisan infrastructure deal
and a bold and comprehensive reconciliation bill to achieve the goals
of the Build Back Better Agenda.
…As governors of states on the
front line of the climate crisis, we
place particular emphasis that the
combined package includes the
most impactful actions to protect
our climate.”
The governors called for 40% of
the benefits of climate and clean
infrastructure investments to be
directed to disadvantaged communities and requested that the package invest in communities impacted

by the market-based transition to
clean energy. Citing the latest
Intergovernmental
Panel
on
Climate Change report, the governors emphasized the imperative to
move swiftly.
Specifically, the letter requested a
clean electricity performance program and the expansion of tax credits for clean energy generation and
storage, as well as funding for new
and upgraded electricity transmission; tax credits for manufacturing
of zero-emission vehicles; incentives for consumers, especially lowincome consumers, to purchase
zero-emission vehicles; funding for
zero-emission infrastructure; and
elimination of statutory obstacles to
charging on federal rights of way.
Furthermore, the governors
sought funding to plug orphan wells
and adoption of a methane polluter
fee for the venting or burning of
excess methane, investment in climate-smart agricultural and forest
management programs for farmers
and rural communities, investment
in protections for communities and
transportation infrastructure from
the impacts of climate change, as
well as robust funding for a new
Civilian Climate Corps.

privacy. The Texas law institutes
state-sanctioned discrimination and
hatred toward people seeking safe
access to reproductive health care,”
Mayor Lindsey Horvath said. “We
know this law will not stop people
from seeking abortion. It will only
put them in greater danger while
doing so.”
The Supreme Court on Sept. 1
voted to deny an emergency appeal
that would block the Texas law.
After the court’s decision, city leaders and residents gathered in West
Hollywood Park for a rally.
Erickson said the support shown
was moving, but the involvement
can’t stop there. In his role as director of public affairs for Planned
Parenthood, Erickson said he’s
already seen the effects of some
abortion laws.
“I think we’re making progress
here in California. We’re expanding
care, we’re fighting back,”
Erickson said. “It’s all hands on
deck making sure that we’re providing care to those individuals and
patients who are not only in Texas
but other states that are already
passing similar laws.”
In the last year, Planned
Parenthood L.A. served 7,000
women from out of state seeking
health care, he said.
Though some women may still
be able to seek out-of-state care,
Shannon Morton, a member of
West Hollywood’s Social Justice
Task Force and founder of Black
Women Lead, said Texas’ law will
have a greater impact on Black and
Latina women.
“There are a few privileged
women with more means, who

photo courtesy of John Erickson

Planned Parenthood Los Angeles President and CEO Sue Dunlap spoke
during a rally against Texas’s anti-abortion laws at West Hollywood Park.

have enough money to go to a different state,” Morton said. “This
legislation is directly affecting
Black and brown women and girls,
and I think that we have to look at
this for what it is. It’s a full assault
on their livelihood.”
Morton said the Supreme Court’s
decision is a direct attack on Roe v.
Wade, which legalized abortion in
1973. She said residents need to
take action to protect themselves
from “copycat” bills that could
make their way through state legislatures.
“Every woman – it doesn’t matter what state you’re living in –
should be pushing your state to
codify Roe v. Wade into their law,”
she said. “You don’t want to live in
a state like Texas, where politicians

can just strip away your rights like
that.”
Erickson said residents should
vote in local elections, participate
in women’s marches and write their
elected officials about the change
they’d like to see at the local level.
Women’s March Los Angeles is
planning a rally in defense of reproductive rights on Oct. 2. Black
Women Lead is planning a nationwide demonstration in Texas on
Oct. 23. Such efforts, Morton said,
will send local officials a message
about where the community stands
on abortion rights.
“There are many red states that
are going to hop on this train. This
is just the beginning,” she said. “We
just have to give them hell until we
see the change that we want.”
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Appointee leads commission on homelessness

The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors has appointed former Los Angeles County Counsel
Mary Wickham as executive director of the newly formed BlueRibbon
Commission
on
Homelessness.
The commission was established
by a July 27 motion authored by
Supervisor Kathryn Barger, 5th
District, and co-authored by
Supervisor Hilda L. Solis, 1st
District.
“It’s an honor to serve the Los
Angeles County Board of
Supervisors and the residents of Los
Angeles County as executive director of the Blue-Ribbon Commission
on Homelessness,” Wickham said.
“I thank the board for their leadership on this issue and look forward
to working with the commission to
report back on governance models.”
The commission will be comprised of 12 members, with one

appointed by each of the five supervisors, one by Los Angeles Mayor
Eric Garcetti, three by Los Angeles
City Council President Nury
Martinez, two from the Councils of
Government and one nominated by
the Contract Cities Association.
“The Blue-Ribbon Commission
on Homelessness has brought
together experts who will use their
diverse perspectives to find clear,
strategic solutions to the homelessness crisis in Los Angeles County,”
Barger said. “I’m eager to see the
commissioners, who bring representation from across the county,
cut through the red tape to guide
real results in our mission to provide housing, health and mental
health care to those on our streets.
With the guidance of our former
county counsel Mary Wickham as
the executive director, I am confident the next six months will result
in thoughtful, effective outcomes.”

photo by JuanCarlos Chan

Residents can still beat the heat through Sept. 26 at many city
pools.

City extends summer pool season

The Los Angeles Department
of Recreation and Parks has
extended the summer pool season
until Sept. 26 at many city aquatic
facilities,
including
the
Hollywood and Pan Pacific Park
pools.
After a busy summer, the
department wanted to give
Angelenos extra time to swim by
keeping pools open with updated
hours until the last weekend of
September. Pools will be open for
public swimming from 1-5 p.m.
on Saturdays and Sundays; weekday hours vary depending on
location. The Hollywood Pool is
located at 1122 Cole Ave. and the
Pan Pacific Park Pool is at 141 S.
Gardner St.

“Swimming pools are critically
important for general health and
wellbeing, but also create opportunities for people of all ages to
learn how to swim, become a part
of a team and begin anticipating
the arrival of the 2028 Olympic
games coming to L.A.,” said
Mike Shull, general manager for
the Department of Recreation and
Parks. “Extending our pool hours
will allow residents to stay active
and beat the heat until the summer season officially ends.”
Aquatic facilities will continue
to follow COVID-19 guidelines
and protocols for the safety of
staff and guests. For information,
call (213)202-2700, or visit
laparks.org.

Feuer continues push for proof of
vaccinations for indoor activities

Following the release of a report
from the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health and
other agencies, Los Angeles City
Attorney Mike Feuer has renewed
his call for a countywide vaccination mandate, requiring proof of
vaccinations for indoor activities at
restaurants and bars, gyms and live
events.
While the city of Los Angeles is
also exploring a mandate, the
county’s report states that a vaccination requirement for certain
indoor settings will be most effective as a tool if it is countywide.
“Requiring proof of vaccination

for these popular but optional
activities could incentivize reluctant residents finally to get shots,”
Feuer said in a letter to the Los
Angeles
Cunty
Board
of
Supervisors. “This requirement
could spur economic development
by leading fully-vaccinated residents to feel safer in locations
where they know everyone has
received the shots.”
To read Feuer’s letter, visit
filedn.com/lOJqn8isbUNJvUBnJT
lV5OS/LA%20Supervisors%20re
%20Vaccine%20Mandate%208.30
.21.pdf. For information, visit lacityattorney.org.

Wickham, who retired in July
after 23 years of service, has been
brought back to lead the commission’s in-depth study of the Los
Angeles
Homeless
Services
Authority to identify intrinsic challenges in the existing system and
provide recommendations for
improvement to the board within
six months. The recommendations
will also focus on an enhanced
framework that ensures accountable
governance.
After leaving her post as Los
Angeles County counsel, Wickham
was appointed to serve as a com-

missioner for the Superior Courts’
Criminal Division. Prior to County
Counsel, she served as executive
director of the County Equity
Oversight Panel, overseeing all
aspects of the Countywide
Workplace Equity Program.
“Mary brings the experience
needed to help facilitate this new
Commission in tackling homelessness crisis,” said Celia Zavala,
executive officer of the board. “We
are eager to support this new commission who will offer solutions to
the board to help them navigate this
multi-layered complex issue.”
For information, visit kathrynbarger.lacounty.gov and bos.lacounty.gov.

photo courtesy of Los Angeles County

Mary Wickham
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Subway project prompts upcoming closures

photo by Edwin Folven

More frequent weekday service will be provided on many lines
under the upcoming changes, including the 720 Rapid Line along
Wilshire Boulevard.

Metro announces changes to
the bus system on Sept. 12
The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority will implement service
changes on Sept 12 to restore bus
service to pre-pandemic levels
and to provide greater public
transit options for people returning to school and work.
Additional trips will be added
to numerous bus lines on weekdays and weekends. Passengers
are encouraged to check bus
schedules online for changes.
Many bus lines will have additional weekday trips, including
the 720 Rapid Line along
Wilshire Boulevard. Other lines
will also experience changes and
have trips added. For a complete

list of changes, visit metro.net.
Metro will also improve service on the Red and Purple Line
subway systems during weekday
peak periods, increasing the frequency of trains to every 10 minutes.
The bus changes are part of
Metro’s NextGen Bus Plan to
make service more frequent and
reliable for more riders. The
implementation of NextGen, the
first overhaul of Metro’s vast bus
system in more than 25 years,
began last December.
For
information,
call
(323)GOMETRO
or
visit
metro.net.

Metro is working on the Purple
Line Extension subway project and
advising about impacts the construction may have on the community.
In Westwood, where work is
occurring
on
the
future
Westwood/VA Hospital station, construction will require full closures of
the southbound San Diego (405)
Freeway onramps and offramps at
Wilshire Boulevard beginning on
Sept. 9, at 9 p.m. The closures will
generally be from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m.
on most days through at least Sept.
24.
Crews will continue worksite
preparation for the future
Westwood/VA Hospital Station,
including well monitoring, instrumentation, tree and utility relocation, and sound wall construction
and heavy equipment at the site may
also cause intermittent noise. The
work may also affect Wilshire
Boulevard. However, access will be
maintained for VA residents,
patients, guests and staff.
In Century City, a new partial traffic lane closure is in place on
Constellation Boulevard west of
Avenue of the Stars. One eastbound
and one westbound lane will remain
open. The closure will facilitate
excavation of the future Century
City/Constellation subway station
and will be in place through early
2022. Access will be maintained to
the Fairmont Century Plaza Hotel.
Beginning in mid-September,
storm drain relocation and utility
work will also occur near the future
subway station in Century City.
In Beverly Hills, construction is
ongoing
at
the
future
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Concrete pouring and dirt infilling are ongoing in the tunnels near the
future subway station at Wilshire/La Brea.

Wilshire/Rodeo subway station.
Near Wilshire/La Cienega, crews
are building a subway station and
work is occurring in staging yards.
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced
to two lanes in each direction
between San Vicente and La
Cienega boulevards. Left turns from
Wilshire Boulevard to North Gale
Drive and south Tower Drive, near
one of the construction staging
yards, are restricted.
Concrete and material deliveries
continue to the future La Cienega
station,
as
well
as
the

Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire/La
Brea subway stations. Concrete
pouring and dirt backfilling continue, and appendage structures that
house subway systems are being
constructed. Lane closures, turn
restrictions and sidewalk closures
may also be necessary near the subway stations.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net, or
visit metro.net.

County seeks more public input on redistricting

The Los Angeles County
Citizens Redistricting Commission
is seeking public input on boundaries for county supervisorial districts during the next decade and
has created an online resource with
mapping software.
The software enables individuals
and organizations to draw maps
using 2020 census information and
other data to ensure their communities are identified.
“We want the process of drawing
the supervisorial district lines to be
transparent,” Los Angeles County
Citizens Redistricting Commission
co-chair Carolyn Williams said.
“We will be making all submitted

maps available for the public’s
review.”
The mapping software also
allows the public to draw the five
supervisorial districts and verify
that they include populations that
are reasonably equal and that they
are geographically contiguous.
“We’ve received extensive input
regarding communities of interest
through written letters, public testimonies, completed forms and
emails,”
County
Citizens
Redistricting Commission co-chair
Daniel Mayeda added. “We will be
integrating that input with the public’s recommended maps.”
Every 10 years, after the U.S.

Census Bureau publishes updated
census information, Los Angeles
County must redraw the boundaries
of its supervisorial districts so that
the population is evenly allocated
among the five districts. The Los
Angeles
County
Citizens
Redistricting Commission, which
is independent of the board of
supervisors, is tasked with creating
the boundaries as a result of legislation approved in 2016.
The next virtual Citizens
Redistricting Commission regular
meeting will be on Sept. 14 at 7
p.m. For information and to provide
input,
visit
redistricting.lacounty.gov.

Find Fall Party Supplies
Cups, Plates, Napkins, Decor & More!
Balloons • Banners • Centerpieces
Piñatas & MORE!

10% off all merchandise
in the store
with this coupon!
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

L.A.’s Oldest Party Store
5969 Melrose Ave.
(corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124
Thank you for
supporting
small business!
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State continues
push for more
vaccinations

Gov. Gavin Newsom continues
to promote vaccinations against
COVID-19, as more than 80% of
eligible Californians 12 and older
have received at least one dose of a
vaccine.
Underscoring the Federal Drug
Administration’s full approval of
the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for
those 12 and older, the governor
encouraged
unvaccinated
Californians to protect themselves
and their communities from the
Delta variant and do their part to
help bring an end to the pandemic.
“Getting vaccinated is the key to
protecting against COVID-19 and
the faster-spreading Delta variant –
it’s how we end this thing,”
Newsom said. “California has put
more shots in arms than any other
state. We’ve made incredible
progress vaccinating our population in a remarkably short amount
of time, and our work continues to
close the gap in our most impacted
communities.”
The state has implemented vaccine verification or testing requirements for state government
employees and school staff, and
vaccination requirements for
workers in health care settings.
Since first implementing the measures, the state has seen significant
progress, with five straight weeks
of more than 500,000 vaccines
administered.
Last
week,
California administered more than
643,000 vaccinations, marking a
44.7% increase compared to midJuly. The state continues to lead
the nation, with 48 million doses
of COVID-19 vaccine administered.
California is also encouraging
private businesses and local governments across the state to follow
the state’s lead and adopt vaccine
verification systems for employees, a move that has been followed
by some of the state’s largest public and private employers.
For
information,
visit
gov.ca.gov.

Golden State
stimulus checks
reach residents

Residents recently began receiving the second round of Golden
State stimulus payments from a
$12 billion state tax rebate program
providing relief for people most
affected by the pandemic.
The program is part of Gov.
Gavin Newsom’s relief package
launched in January. The package
allocated funds to low-income
Californians, which included
undocumented households that
were not eligible for federal stimulus payments.
“The Golden State Stimulus is
key to lifting up those hit hardest
by the pandemic and supporting
California’s economic recovery,
putting money directly in the hands
of folks who will spend it on basic
needs and within their local communities,” Newsom said.
Most qualifying Californians
won’t need to do anything to
receive the stimulus payment other
than file a 2020 tax return, which is
due by Oct. 15.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC NOTICE
THIS NOTICE SUPERCEDES ALL OTHER PUBLIC NOTICES DATED SEPTEMBER 3, 2021
NOTE: TRANSPORATION COMMISSION MEETING HAS CHANGED TO WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2021*

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

To:
All Interested Persons and Agencies
Project Title: 8850 Sunset Boulevard Project

From: Planning & Development Services Department
Date: September 9, 2021

Lead Agency: City of West Hollywood
Project Applicant: Silver Creek Commercial Development LLC
Planning & Development Services Department
8870 Sunset Blvd.
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, California 90069

A Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) has been prepared for the proposed 8850 Sunset Boulevard Project (proposed
project). The City of West Hollywood (City) is the local lead agency and, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), is responsible for preparation of the EIR.
Project Location:
The approximately 39,983 square foot project site is bound by Sunset Boulevard to the north, Larrabee Street to the east, the
London Hotel to the south, and San Vicente Boulevard to the west. The addresses associated with the project site consist of 8850–
8878 Sunset Boulevard and 1025–1029 Larrabee Street, West Hollywood. The project site is comprised of eight Assessor Parcel
Numbers (APNs): 4339-017-001, 4339-017-002, 4339-017-003, 4339-017-004, 4339-017-005, 4339-017-006, 4339-017-007, and
4339-017-008. The project site is currently developed with four one- and two-story commercial buildings totaling approximately
21,000 square feet. The existing buildings are currently occupied by the Viper Room nightclub, two liquor stores, two restaurants,
a barbershop, a professional office, and two retail stores. The project site also has existing surface parking lots totaling 27,450
square feet and four existing billboards. The project site is not identifie d on standard government databases for hazardous materials sites pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5
Project History:
A Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a Draft EIR was issued for public review and comment on September 19, 2019. During the scoping
period, a public scoping meeting was held, and comment letters were received in response to the NOP and Initial Study. The Draft
EIR focuses on the environmental impacts identified as potentially significant during the Initial Study process.
Project Description:
The proposed project consists of demolition of the existing commercial buildings and surface parking on the project site and construction and operation of a new mixed-use hotel and residential building. The new mixed-use hotel and residential building would
contain approximately 240,000 square feet of floor area (420,000 gross square feet including below grade components) and 15
stories (approximately 200 feet measured from the lowest point of the site on the southwest corner and 189 feet measured from
Sunset Boulevard) and would incorporate new digital and static billboard signage on Sunset Boulevard. The commercial portion of
the project would include 115 hotel guestrooms with ancillary uses such as meeting rooms, spa/gym, outdoor pools, restaurants,
lounges, and retail ancillary to the hotel, as well as a new nightclub space for the Viper Room. The residential portion would provide
31 market-rate condominiums and 10 income-restricted units with residential amenities including a gym, movie screening room,
and an outdoor pool. The proposed project also would include an emergency helicopter landing facility for police and fire services
only, and five subterranean levels, four of which would primarily be used as a parking garage, providing 240 spaces.
Summary of Impacts:
A Draft EIR has been prepared pursuant to the CEQA statutes (Cal. Pub. Res. Code, Section 21000 et. seq., as amended) and implementing guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., Title 14, Section 15000 et. seq.). No impacts to agricultural and forestry resources or to
mineral resources would occur as a result of the proposed project. Impacts related to aesthetics, air quality, biological resources,
energy, greenhouse gas emissions, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, population and housing, public services,
recreation, transportation, tribal cultural resources, utilities and service systems, and wildfire would be less than significant. Impacts
to cultural resources, geology and soils, and/or hazards and hazardous materials would be less than significant with mitigation
measures incorporated. Temporary construction-related noise impacts would be considered significant and unavoidable.
Public Comment Period:
The public comment period for this Draft EIR will begin on September 3, 2021, and end on November 5, 2021 (comment letters
must be received by 5:00 p.m. on November 5, 2021). The City requests that comments be limited to the material contained in the
Draft EIR.
Copies of the Draft EIR are available for review at the Planning and Development Services Department (8300 Santa Monica Boulevard, West Hollywood, CA 90069) and at West Hollywood Library (625 North San Vicente Boulevard, West Hollywood, CA 90069).
The document is also available on the City of West Hollywood website, www.weho.org. Please submit comments in writing to:
City of West Hollywood Planning and Development Services Department
Attn: Doug Vu, Senior Planner
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, California 90069
Email: dvu@weho.org
Public Meetings:
Two public meetings will be held during the Draft EIR public comment period to solicit comments from interested parties on the
content of the Draft EIR. The first will be a Transportation Commission meeting and will be held at the date, time, and location specified below:
Date: September 15, 2021 October 20, 2021*
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location:
Teleconference
Meeting
via
commissions/commissions/transportation-commission)

Zoom

(https://www.weho.org/city-government/boards-

The second will be a Planning Commission meeting and will be held at the date, time, and location specified below:
Date: October 21, 2021
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location:
Teleconference
Meeting
commissions/commissions/planning-commission)

via

Zoom

(https://www.weho.org/city-government/boards-

If you require additional information, please contact Doug Vu in the City of West Hollywood Planning and Development Services
Department at (323) 848-6318.

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском
языке звоните: 323-848-6826.
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Temple celebrates completion of Irmas Pavilion
new home for the Annenberg
GenSpace – where we’re working
to reimagine the very experience of
aging in America – is to find energy and inspiration in every step.
Above all, our goal is to reach and
engage everyone in Koreatown
with new ideas and creativity. We
want this pavilion to be every bit as
dynamic and interactive as the
community it serves.”
The pavilion was named for the
project’s lead donor, Audrey Irmas,
whose $30 million gift launched
the capital campaign in 2015. It
was among the largest single donations ever made to a temple in the
United States.
“As a life-long member of the
congregation and the lead donor
supporting the Audrey Irmas
Pavilion, I am elated to see the
building come to completion even
more spectacularly than it was
originally envisioned,” Irmas said.
“This building will be an important
gathering space enjoyed by the
wider community for years to
come, and I am overjoyed to be a
part of its beginnings.”
The Audrey Irmas Pavilion will
be a platform for gathering and
forging new connections on the
photo courtesy of the Los Angeles LGBT Center
existing campus. The design is an
The Los Angeles LGBT Center’s Pride Pantry is operating from a space expression of respect to the surat 1111 Las Palmas Ave.
rounding historic buildings of the
campus. The west façade slopes
away from the existing temple
sanctuary, and the south façade
away from its school. The resulting
form embraces the main urban corridorSoup
of Wilshire
Boulevard, tem-1
Du-par's
& Sand.V3.9.9.qxp_Layout
ple leaders said.

Wilshire Boulevard Temple has
completed the Audrey Irmas
Pavilion, a 55,000 square-footstructure designed by the New
York firm, Office of Metropolitan
Architecture. The Audrey Irmas
Pavilion is OMA’s first commission from a religious institution,
and the firm’s first cultural building in California.
The new Audrey Irmas Pavilion
is located on Wilshire Boulevard
next to the Temple’s historic 1929
Byzantine-Revival sanctuary. The
pavilion will be home to the Wallis
Annenberg GenSpace, a communi-

ty space created by the Annenberg
Foundation for older Angelenos.
“The Audrey Irmas Pavilion is a
model for the kind of change I try
to bring to Los Angeles. It honors
our past, it reinvents our future, and
it does so in a way that engages and
embraces the whole community,”
said Wallis Annenberg, founder of
GenSpace, and president and CEO
of the Annenberg Foundation. “To
work with such extraordinary
architects, people who understand
how to harmonize the modern and
the historic, has been a revelation.
To walk through the wonderful

LGBT center’s Pride Pantry
offers a lifeline to seniors
The Los Angeles LGBT Center’s
Pride Pantry opened in a new space
on Sept. 3 at the center’s Anita May
Rosenstein Campus in Hollywood.
Bags of fresh produce and boxes
of dry goods are being distributed
each week from a building at 1111
Las Palmas Ave. The pantry is
located one block east of its initial
location on McCadden Place.
Launched shortly after the
COVID-19 pandemic began, the
pantry has been a lifesaver for people with food insecurity, center officials said.
“It’s really a godsend,” said
Mimi Schneider, 80. “I have no
other way of getting enough food
and vegetables.”
Throughout the pandemic,
Schneider has been taking two
buses from her apartment in
Hollywood to the center to pick up
groceries each week.
“I’m on Social Security so
there’s very little for me,” she
added. “This is really terrific, and I
can’t thank the center enough for
thinking of us elder citizens.”
Every Thursday, volunteers and
staff members fill bags and boxes
for distribution on Fridays.
Volunteers will bring the food to
people arriving in cars, and walkups are also welcome.
Angela Echeverria, the center’s
associate director of facilities, is

excited about upgrades at the Las
Palmas building, including a freshly-painted rainbow-colored fence.
“We were very, very busy doing
this move, but there have been so
many volunteers who have been
helping us,” Echeverria said. “We
could not do it without them.”
Volunteer Christina Di Gioia said
the food pantry is an important part
of the community.
“I’ve created lifelong friendships, and I feel great about being
able to help in a really tangible way
in the community,” Di Gioia said.
“There’s a real need right now for
this food and these services. A lot of
the people come back every week,
so I’ve been able to get to know
them, and they talk about their situations and their lives.”
More than 2,000 boxes and bags
of food are distributed monthly.
“The pantry has been an invaluable resource for seniors during the
pandemic, not only in terms of food
insecurity, but also from a safety
perspective,”
said
Michael
McFadden, associate director of
programs for senior services at the
center. “They don’t have to go out
and put themselves at risk in public
spaces like a grocery store. Folks
have really appreciated and relied
on it.”
For information, visit lalgbtcenter.info/getfood.

Vote center opens in Plummer Park
The city of West Hollywood will
open a vote center at Plummer
Park’s Fiesta Hall to allow registered voters to cast their ballot in
the California gubernatorial recall
election.
The center, located at 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd. will be open from
Sept. 11-14. It will be open daily
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., with extended hours from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on
Sept. 14.
The ballot will ask two ques-

tions: whether the voter wants to
recall Gov. Gavin Newsom and if
he is recalled, who they would want
to replace him. There are 46 candidates on the ballot.
If at least 50% of voters vote no,
Newsom will remain in office. If at
least 50% vote yes, Newsom will
be removed from office and the
candidate with the most votes will
replace him.
For
information,
visit
locator.lavote.net/locations/vc.

photo by Jason O’Rear

The Wilshire Boulevard Temple’s new Audrey Irmas Pavilion, located
next to the historic sanctuary, has been completed.

The pavilion features flexible
spaces ideal for large and intimate
gatherings. A grand ballroom,
smaller chapel and event space,
and a sunken garden are included
in the new building. The ground
level features a main event space
and the second level provides a
more intimate chapel. The trapezoidal room frames the arched
stained-glass windows of the historic temple and the sunken garden
opens up to the sky and leads to a
rooftop with expansive views. The
unique façade of the structure is
crafted from 1,230 hexagonal panels of glass fiber reinforced concrete, affixed via cast-in-place clips
on all six sides of the panels.
“We are thrilled to see the completion of the Audrey Irmas
Pavilion, and with that, the completion of the Building Lives
Campaign
thatPage
included
the plan to
9/8/21
3:44 PM
1
restore our historic sanctuary, cre-

ate state-of-the-art early childhood
and elementary school buildings
and programs, a sports complex, a
social services center to help our
needy neighbors with food security, dental and vision care, legal aid
and mental health services in
Korean, Spanish and English at no
cost to them, parking, robust security for all, and finally the Audrey
Irmas Pavilion,” Rabbi Steve
Leder said. “With this modern
masterpiece, the temple brings
another stunning, radiant landmark
to our community and the entire
city of Los Angeles. The Pavilion
further expresses our role as a
steadfast institution of learning,
gathering and giving. It is amazing
to see this come to fruition after so
many years and to add the final,
breathtaking building to our urban
campus.”
For information, visit audreyirmaspavilion.org and wbtla.org.

Warm up to our
Sandwich Trio

White Albacore
Tuna, BLT, Braised
Tri Tip, Roasted
Tukey Breast,
Corned Beef or
Sugar-Cured Ham

$

18 50

includes
a slice of
pie!

Our Utlimate Trio includes
1/2 Sandwich with soup or salad,
choice of coleslaw, French fries or fruit,
a slice of Freshly Baked Pie
& a Beverage (soft drink, ice tea or coffee)

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

Curbside Pick-Up
& Online Delivery
Available

(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447 • Frances@dupars-psr.com

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
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Police ensure safety during High Holy Days City adds Hebrew to languages
used in anti-hate messaging

Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, hosted a
meeting on Sept. 1 between the Los
Angeles Police Department and
local Jewish leaders and community members regarding security during Jewish High Holy Days.
The gathering at the Museum of
Tolerance brought together rabbis
and Jewish leadership from
throughout the city. The LAPD provided information on plans to protect the community including additional deployments around Jewish
temples and institutions. Tips for
security and reporting were also
provided.
The gathering included Koretz,
Los Angeles City Controller Ron
Galperin and Simon Wiesenthal
Center Rabbi Abraham Cooper, as
well as members of the LAPD’s
command staff including Deputy
Chiefs Blake Chow and Alan
Hamilton. Officials stressed the
need to continue partnering with the
community throughout the High

photo courtesy of Councilman Paul Koretz’s office

Councilman Paul Koretz, left, joined LAPD leaders at a meeting outlining
security during the Jewish High Holy Days.

Holy Days – which continue
through Yom Kippur on Sept. 16 –
and after the holidays conclude.
Prior to the program, Koretz presented LAPD leaders, Cooper and

Museum of Tolerance Director
Liebe Geft with commendations
from the city of Los Angeles. For
information, visit councilmemberpaulkoretz.com.

Garcetti announces key leadership appointments
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
has announced three new leaders at
the senior level – Mary Hodge as
deputy mayor of city services,
Kevin Keller as deputy mayor of
economic development and Alex
Comisar as director of communications.
“The breadth and depth of experience of these three leaders make
them the right people to continue
our recovery from the pandemic and
steer our city toward a future of
equity, resilience and prosperity,”
Garcetti said. “From delivering on
our back to basics agenda to record
job creation and economic growth,
these three individuals have the
track record and institutional knowledge to excel in these roles, and I
am proud to welcome them into
these new positions.”
As deputy mayor of city services,
Hodge oversees 15 city departments
that are responsible for maintaining
and expanding the city’s transportation network, infrastructure and
neighborhood services. Hodge also
currently serves as deputy chief of
staff for Garcetti.
Prior to being named deputy
mayor, Hodge served as the
mayor’s chief of operations. She

also previously held senior positions
on President Barack Obama’s 2008
presidential
campaign
and
Garcetti’s 2013 mayoral campaign.
“I am excited to work with our
city departments that play such
important roles in shaping how people experience Los Angeles,
whether residents or visitors,”
Hodge said. “The work we do
touches the lives of so many people
in so many different ways, ranging
from providing basic vital services
like the water, power and sanitation
that we rely on every single day, to
building and maintaining the roads,
bridges and transportation systems
that connect our neighborhoods and
communities, to the parks, libraries,
zoo and cultural landmarks and
experiences that enrich our city and
make it unique.”
As the leader of the Mayor’s
Office of Economic Development,
Keller oversees the city’s planning,
building services, tourism, convention, airport and port departments.
He will also serve as a chief advisor
to Garcetti on land use, development and economic policy, and will
work closely with general managers
to help promote economic growth,
equitable development and contin-

ued investment in Los Angeles.
Prior to becoming Deputy Mayor,
Keller served as executive officer
for the Los Angeles Department of
City Planning.
“Mayor Garcetti has made economic recovery following COVID19 a top priority,” Keller said. “As
we help restaurants and other small
businesses get back on their feet, we
will continue to increase housing,
invest in our infrastructure and
expand our economy.”
Comisar succeeds Dae Levine as
director of communications.
Comisar joined the Garcetti administration in 2015 and previously
served as deputy communications
director and press secretary.
“Public trust in city government
depends on effective communication with Angelenos about the issues
that matter most to them, and what
we’re doing to improve their lives
every day,” Comisar said. “Mayor
Garcetti has always been deeply
committed to making sure everyone
has the chance to participate in the
public discussion about building
L.A.’s future, and I am honored that
he has given me the opportunity to
help him lead that everyday dialogue with our constituents.”

Foundation names new leader in philanthropy
The
Jewish
Community
Foundation of Los Angeles has
announced the promotion of Naomi
Strongin to vice president of its
Center for Designed Philanthropy. A
12-year veteran of the foundation,
Strongin had most recently served as
acting director.
In the new position, Strongin will
oversee the development and implementation of Jewish and general
community grant programs, providing capacity-building support to
nonprofit organizations. She will
also advise foundation donors on
charitable giving strategies and will
manage grantmaking for major fund
holders. She will lead a team that
advances strategic, high-impact philanthropy that improves lives and
strengthens society in Los Angeles
and Israel.
Established more than a decade
ago by the foundation – the largest
manager of charitable assets for local
Jewish philanthropists – the center
helps donors create more meaningful and effective giving strategies.

“We are pleased to welcome
Naomi as a member of our senior
management team. During her
tenure at the foundation, she has
distinguished herself in positions of
increasing responsibility on both
grantmaking and donor-advisory
sides of the center,” President and
CEO Marvin I. Schotland said.
“Naomi is an outstanding leader
and manager and this promotion is
well-deserved recognition of her
exceptional contributions over the
past decade-plus. Additionally, her
thoughtful approach to strategic
philanthropy will help our family of
donors better achieve their charitable goals and make meaningful
investments in the community.”
Strongin’s background is in
direct social services and fundraising. As a program officer, senior
program officer and associate director of the center, Strongin has managed institutional grants programs.
She was also integrally involved in
the foundation’s response to the
pandemic and its racial equity

photo courtesy of the Jewish Community
Foundation of Los Angeles

Naomi Strongin has been appointed as vice president of the Jewish
Community Foundation of Los
Angeles’ Center for Designed
Philanthropy.

grantmaking in 2020-21.
For information, visit jewishfoundationla.org.

The Los Angeles’ Civil +
Human Rights and Equity
Department is distributing antihate posters and social media
graphics in Hebrew, with
resources for reporting hate crimes
and hate incidents.
The Hebrew-language posters
are part of the L.A. for All campaign, which combines local artwork with resources for reporting
hate crimes in 17 languages.
“Everything we do at L.A. Civil
Rights is rooted in inclusion and
love for all of Los Angeles, and the
L.A. for All campaign is a call to
all Angelenos to join us in this
mission,” said Capri Maddox,
executive director of the Civil +
Human Rights and Equity
Department. “We know that antiSemitism is on the rise, and the
fear already felt by the community
is heightened [with] Rosh
Hashanah. We want to make it
absolutely clear that L.A. is for
everyone, and L.A. protects and

L.A. provides
counseling
to small
businesses
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
announced a program on Sept. 1
that will provide small business
owners with counseling, education
and debt repayment assistance to
help with economic recovery from
the pandemic.
“Small businesses account for
nearly half the jobs in our city and
their recovery is essential to our
economy,” Garcetti said. “We recognize that small businesses are the
foundation of our communities and
we are committed to helping them
get back on their feet.”
Free counseling will be provided
to small businesses through a collaboration between the city’s
Economic
and
Workforce
Development Department and the
nonprofit Money Management
International. The program will
offer guidance, resources and assistance to small business owners to
help them stabilize cash flow,
decrease debt, improve credit
standing and reach their financial
goals.
The city’s small businesses have
been among the hardest hit during
the pandemic, with women- and
minority-owned businesses suffering the biggest losses, the mayor
said. At the same time, Black small
business owners received significantly less federal financial support
– approximately $19,000 in
Paycheck Protection Program loans
compared to white business owners, who received $47,000 on average, according to city data.
Closing the structural gap in
available financial relief is one of
the new program’s primary goals.
In the past year, the city launched
the Small Business Microloan
Program, the L.A. Recovery Fund
and small business grants distributing more than $56 million to businesses and microentrepreneurs.
This fall, the city will provide $37
million to further boost economic
recovery among L.A.’s small businesses.

stands with its Jewish communities.”
“As council member for the 5th
District, which has deep roots for
the Jewish community, I want to
make sure that all Jewish people
know the rights and resources they
have when facing hate,”
Councilman Paul Koretz said.
“According to the AntiDefamation League’s annual
Audit of Antisemitic Incidents,
2019 and 2020 were, respectively,
the highest and third-highest years
on record for cases of harassment,
vandalism and assault against Jews
in the United States since tracking
began in 1979. These numbers are
shocking and heartbreaking, but
they are also a call to action.”
To request a poster, visit
bit.ly/laforallposters, or call
Koretz’s office at (213)473-7005.
People are urged to call 911 if they
see a crime in progress. For information, visit civilandhumanrights.lacity.org.
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

Zankou Chicken
opens in DTLA

T

he
popular
fast-casual
Mediterranean restaurant group
recently expanded into downtown
Los Angeles. The menu offers its
famous rotisserie chicken, marinated tri-tip shawarma, kabob, falafel
and trademarked Chicken Tarna.
Popular house-made sides and
sauces include tabouleh salad,
mutabbal, hummus and Zankou’s
signature garlic sauce. Open from
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 611 W. 7th St.,
(213)550-3455.

Pie Hole partners with
School on Wheels

T

he Pie Hole is working with
School on Wheels to host a volunteer sign-up for tutors at its
Hollywood location on Wednesday,
Sept. 15, from noon to 5 p.m.
School on Wheels collects donated

school supplies and provides free
tutoring and mentoring for children between kindergarten and 12th
grade living in shelters, motels,
group foster homes and unhoused
students. For guests purchasing a
‘School Kid Kit’ this month, The
Pie Hole will donate 10% of proceeds to School on Wheels. Each
kit has one ham and cheese hand
pie, one pie hole, one clementine
and a juice box for $9.95, available
in-shop at all locations. 6314
Hollywood Blvd., (323) 963-5174.

white American cheese, pickles,
lettuce, tomato, onion and secret
sauce, served on grilled King’s
Hawaiian rolls. Other Haus Burgers
do not apply to this offer. Limit one
per person. Offer valid at participating locations. 3817 W. Olive Ave.,
(818)566-4287.

Beverly Center popup ‘Bites at Beverly’

O

n Sunday, Sept. 19, come meet
new vendors including Brave
Robot, Fishwife, FLOURING,
Ghia, Partake Foods and returning
vendor, Tia Lupita Foods. Taking

Dog Haus celebrates
Cheeseburger Day

O

n Saturday, Sept. 18, Dog Haus
fans
can
enjoy
a
signature cheeseburger for $5 for
dine-in or takeout at participating
locations. Dog Haus’ cheeseburgers are made with 100% genetically
tested, humanely raised Black
Angus beef using no hormones and
no antibiotics, and are topped with

tailgates!

photo courtesy of Flouring

Cake boxes at Flouring

place every other Sunday through
October, Bites at Beverly will feature a new lineup of culinary brands
and products for visitors to sample
and purchase, in addition to live
music, food-inspired crafts, photo
moments and games, retailer and
restaurant special offerings. During
September, enjoy customizable
aprons, while supplies last, and an
interactive family game where kids
can create their own dishes. 8500
Beverly Blvd., Grand Court Level 6.

JINYA new ramen
bowl

N

ow through Oct. 15, participating JINYA locations will feature The Red Garnet, a dish that
bridges the gap between plantbased and meat ingredients, giving
guests the best of both worlds.
Made with thick noodles and a
creamy vegan base, The Red
Garnet comes with a crunchy spicy
garlic sauce, green onion, kikurage,
chopped onion, spinach and pork
chashu. It’s served with two pieces
of chicken karaage on the side for
$15. JINYA serves authentic
Japanese slowly simmered broths,
signature noodles and perfectly

paired small plates. Other signature
menu items include rice bowls,
curry, salads and mini tacos. 700
Wilshire Blvd., (213)628-3736.

Enoteca 5 wine
bar opens

A

new wine bar opened in the
Pacific Palisades with Chef
Gianbattista “Gianba” Vinzoni and
wife Marlo of Cinque Terre WEST.
The sleek bar seats eight and offers
indoor and outdoor seating. This
intimate space is located next door
to Cinque Terre WEST. Now
guests can enjoy a unique menu of
varietals and bites sourced from
Italy and California. A chalkboard
lists special wines and flight pairings along with daily specials.
Wine will be offered by the bottle
and in two-ounce servings for
flights or five- ounce pours by the
glass. Cinque Terre WEST is
known for made-from-scratch
pasta and authentic Ligurian dishes.
enotecacinque.com.
970
Monument St. Suite 110.,
(310)454-0709.
continues next page

in LOVE with
our pancakes!

Flank Steak $12.98/lb.

Griddle
at home!
Pancake Batter

Don’t forget Uncle Louie’s famous
Gourmet Burger Blend & Hot Dogs

32 oz. - $11.95
16 oz. $9.95
+ melted butter
& syrup

With this ad only through 9/15/2021

Jazz up a Full Stack of our pancakes with your favorite topping!
Indoor & Patio Dining • Take-out • Delivery

6333 W. Third St. 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned in the
Original Farmers Market for 80 Years

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

Sun-Thurs. 6:30am-6:30pm • Fri- Sat 6am - 6:30pm

In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447
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New bento box at Sweetfin

T

he fast-casual restaurant
Sweetfin serves both customizable and signature bowls
from a menu created by Executive
Chef Dakota Weiss. Thinking out
of the bowl and inside the box,
Sweetfin is offering a new bentostyle box featuring the finest poke
ingredients.
Sweetbox contains
the signature yuzu
salmon poke over
citrus kale salad;
signature spicy
tuna poke over
bamboo
rice;
chile ginger forbidden rice noodle salad; homemade taro chips
dusted in wasabi
furikake; and
ramekins
of
gluten-free
tamari, pickled
ginger
and
sriracha. 8075
W. 3rd St.,
Suite
100,

(323)934-3701;
135
N.
Larchmont Blvd., (323)465-6040;
3112 Sunset Blvd., (323)3006210; 735 W. 7th St., (213)5998050; 829 Broadway, Santa
Monica, (424)408-1080; 1146
Westwood Blvd., (310)231-0190
and 4001 W. Riverside Drive,
(818)308-1900.

TREAT YOURSELF!
We’re
scoopin’
up
Reese’s
Peanut Butter
Shakes
&
M&M
Shakes!

In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446
(323) 933-8447

C

o-creators and owners of the
original California Pizza
Kitchen empire have opened a new
Roman al taglio style pizza concept
at The Americana at Brand in
Glendale. This pizza pop-up gives
Angelenos a preview of the restaurants that will be opening later this
year in Caruso’s Palisades Village
and Marina del Rey Waterside.
ROCA celebrates the Roman origin
of its style of pizza with international and California’s premium
products and ingredients sourced
locally at the Santa Monica
Farmers Market. ROCA’s artisan
dough is stone-milled flour from
Central Milling Company in
Utah. It’s cold fermented for up to
72 hours, creating an airy, puffy,
soft rise in the dough, and when
baked,
achieves
a
crispy
crunch. Executive Pizza Chef Luigi
Roditis makes pizza varieties that
include prosciutto and asparagus;
Thai chicken; asparagus and goat
continues on page 15

Sept. 12 is National
Chocolate Milkshake Day!

Order Direct
Chow Now
Postmates
DoorDash
Uber Eats

ROCA Pizza at The
Americana on
Brand

Follow Us!

@duparsfm

photo by Jill Weinlein

The Roca Pizzeria at The Americana at Brand showcases the new
restaurant going in Causo’s Palisades Village later this year.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Aug. 29 and Sept. 4. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

Canon at 2:20 p.m.

Aug. 29

At 2:53 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9600 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of S.
Crescent at 5:30 a.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

At 9:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
100 block of S. Reeves.

Aug. 29

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Wilshire and Willaman At 8 p.m.

Aug. 30

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8200
block of De Longpre.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of N.
Orlando at 11 p.m.

At 3:30 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of San Vicente
and Wilshire.

Aug. 30

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 8400 block of Wilshire at 5
a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7100 block of
Santa Monica at 4:40 p.m.

At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner Clifton and La Cienega.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1100
block of N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of N.
Maple at 9:38 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8900 block of
Sunset at 9 p.m.

At 2:06 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. Bedford.

At 11:10 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 7900 block of Willoughby.

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 9300 block of Civic Center at
midnight.

Aug. 31

At midnight, an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of N. La Cienega.

At 2:32 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8900 block
of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8900 block of
Sunset at 12:12 a.m.

Aug. 31

At 10:40 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
8300 block of Sunset.

At 5:30 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 8400 block of
Wilshire.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 9000 block of Beverly at
2:18 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 200 block of N. Canon
at 9:30 p.m.

At 6:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1000
block of N. Vista.

Sept. 1

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Lexington and Spaulding at 6:40
p.m.

A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Oakhurst and Carmelita at 2:05
a.m.
At 6:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9600 block of Wilshire.
A vandalism incident was reported
in the 200 block of La Peer at 9
p.m.
At 9:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 200
block of N. La Cienega.

Sept. 2
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
9100 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Santa
Monica and Rodeo at 7:58 p.m.

Sept. 4
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of N.

Sept. 1
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7100 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1100 block of N. La
Cienega at 7:25 p.m.
At 9:44 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8500
block of Melrose.

Sept. 2
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 800 block of
N. Palm at 9:45 p.m.
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
1200 block of N. Orange Grove.

At 10:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a grand theft in the
1200 block of Sweetzer.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of N. La
Jolla at 3 p.m.

Sept. 4

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 7100
block of Hawthorn.

At 1:25 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 600 block
of Robertson.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8700 block of Santa
Monica at 1:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1100 block of
S. Wetherly at 10 p.m.

Aug. 31

At 1:35 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8800
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5300 block of
Wilshire at 5:02 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8800 block of
Santa Monica at 1:40 a.m.

At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7000 block of Sunset.

Los Angeles Police
Department

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
S. Doheny at 6 a.m.

Aug. 29

At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. Wilton.

At 12:01 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 6500 block of
La Mirada.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1300 block of
Sierra Bonita at 12:10 a.m.
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 8200
block of Blackburn.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of San
Vicente and La Cienega at 1 a.m.
At 1:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of El Centro and Camerford.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Hollywood and Camino Palmero at
7:30 a.m.
At 11:45 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 7000 block of
Lanewood.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6800 block of
Hollywood at noon.
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1700
block of N. Sycamore.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Hollywood and Hawthorn at 3:10
p.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5600
block of Melrose.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7900 block of
Melrose at 4:10 p.m.
At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 600
block of N. McCadden.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
Tremaine at 8 p.m.
At 9:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Highland and Franklin.

Aug. 30
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6300 block of
Hollywood at 1 a.m.
At 6:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 700 block of
Kings.

Sept. 3

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 800 block of N. La
Brea at 7:55 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
Doheny at 5:48 a.m.

At 10:15 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
6100 block of Franklin.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 4500 block of
Second at 8 a.m.
At 9:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8600 block of Third.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1300 block of N.
Alta Vista at 9:30 a.m.
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Hauser and Olympic.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 600 block of
Third at 11 a.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8500 block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of N. La
Cienega at 1:33 p.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8500
block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1400 block of N.
Sierra Bonita at 4 p.m.
At 6:31 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 700
block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1200 block of
Seward at 7 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1000
block of N. Hudson.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
Hudson at 8 p.m.
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 7200 block of Hawthorn.

Willoughby and El Centro at 4 p.m.
At 4:22 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Melrose and Gardner.
A robbery was reported in the 6200
block of Third at 5 p.m.
At 8:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Oakwood and Laurel.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 7200 block of
Melrose at 9 p.m.
At 10:21 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 1600 block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1300 block of
N. Las Palmas at 11 p.m.
At 11:20 p.m., a vehicle burglary
was reported near the corner of
Yucca and Cherokee.

Sept. 2
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
N. Citrus at 1 a.m.
At 10:50 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
300 block of S. La Cienega.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5500 block of
Wilshire at 1:08 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1400 block of Poinsettia.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 500 block of S.
Curson at 6 p.m.
At 9:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 7300 block
of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 300 block of S.
Fuller at 9:50 p.m.

Sept. 3
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6300 block of
Wilshire at 2 a.m.
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1700 block of Wilcox.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7100 block of Sunset at
1 p.m.
At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of S. Wilton.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6700 block of
Hollywood at 4 p.m.
At 8:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8400
block of Beverly.

Sept. 1

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 100 block of N.
Formosa at 11:45 p.m.

At 7:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1700
block of El Cerrito.

Sept. 4

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 700 block of
N. Hayworth at noon.
At 12:01 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 1600 block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7600 block of Beverly at
1 p.m.
At 2:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6600
block of Franklin.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 100 block of N. La Brea
at 1 a.m.
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 800
block of N. Orange.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of S. La
Brea at 3:15 a.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1600
block of Vine.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6200 block of Hollywood
at 5:25 p.m.
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Cruise in vacation mode at Beachside Restaurant & Bar
An ideal end of the summer dining venue, Beachside Restaurant &
Bar immediately put me and my
husband into a relaxing vacation
mode. Overlooking Mother’s
Beach in Marina del Rey, guests
can make a reservation for one of
the outdoor terrace tables to sip a
margarita or mai tai while watching
a parade of paddle boarders, kayakers and swimmers wading in the
shallow water.
Margaritas are made with tequila
or mezcal and then Cointreau,
agave and a lime wedge are added
to the salt-rimmed glass. Tropical
tasting mai tais are not too sweet or
strong. Sipping a cocktail while sitting near the gently-swaying palm
trees and calm water helps one
unwind and relax.
Adjacent to the Jamaica Bay Inn
Marina Del Rey, Tapestry
Collection by Hilton, Beachside is a
popular spot for locals, boaters and
those looking to beat the summer
heat. An island-inspired motif decorates the interior and exterior of
the hotel and restaurant.

By Jill Weinlein

Chef Viktor Morales prepares
fresh California cuisine with an
innovative Caribbean twist. We
ordered a mezze plate and enjoyed
the Mediterranean flavors. We had
a tasting party at our table, first
scooping up the chili lime hummus
with warm pita bread. The creamy
dip had a slight citrus flavor with a
touch of heat, and was topped with
thin cucumber slices. Crunchy fried
onions topped the labneh served
with chunky avocado. The roasted
and mashed eggplant baba ganoush
was tasty and on the thicker side.
While watching the Marina del
Rey WaterBus cruise down the
channel, we cut into grilled Spanish
octopus tentacles. The plate was
beautifully presented with bright
orange mango chutney that we
swirled onto tender pieces of octopus. Leafy mustard greens offered
an earthy essence to this treasure
from the sea.
When my Loch Duarte salmon
entrée arrived, I was surprised by
two thick cuts of salmon, making
this dish large enough to share with

a friend. Underneath was a bright
green seaweed and sesame salad,
and a pleasing, slightly sweet
coconut lemongrass broth. Two
thick medallions of bright purple
Okinawa sweet potatoes offered a
pop of color.
My husband ordered the beef duo
that arrived with four ounces of red
wine braised short ribs topped with
a red pepper sauce, and a six-ounce
flat iron steak with a verde sauce on
top. The steak was cooked a little
too well done for my liking, yet was
still tender. Underneath was a flavorful sweet corn succotash with
tiny yellow and red peppers.
Other menu items include
creamy clam chowder, whole roasted branzino and a slow-roasted
lamb shank.
We finished with a slice of
German chocolate cake topped with
a textured frosting featuring shaved
coconut and pecans. It was served
with a scoop of vanilla ice cream.
Beachside Restaurant & Bar
offers daily brunch from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. Looking at the menu for a

The Wallis offers courses for older adults

The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts is offering virtual courses for older adults who want
to spark their creativity in the performing arts.
Through its GRoW program, the
theater is offering two classes this
fall to adults ages 55 and older.
The first course, “Staged Stories,”
will have participants write and
share stories from their lives that are

important to them through journaling and creative writing.
The course, which will run on
Tuesdays or Thursdays from Sept.
28 through Dec. 16, will culminate
in a virtual presentation.
The second course, “Beyond
Words,” will have participants share
stories from their life using forms of
artistic expression, including the
written word, photography, music,

collage and more.
The course will run on
Wednesdays from Oct. 6 to Dec. 22,
with a culminating virtual presentation.
Enrollment for both courses is
limited and the fee is $75, though
scholarships are available. No prior
artistic experience is necessary. To
register, email Victoria Kemsley at
vkemsley@thewallis.org.

photo by Jill Weinlein

The charred octopus comes with a zingy mango chutney and earthy-tasting mustard greens.

future visit, I noticed mimosas and
theme cocktails, a pastry basket and
exotic fresh fruit and berries. Warm
sweet and savory items include a
protein scramble, frangelico custard french toast, fried chicken,

cowboy surfer hash and chilaquiles.
Chef Morales is also offering a new
prix fixe executive brunch every
Saturday and Sunday from 8 a.m. to
3 p.m. for $55 per person. $$ 4175
Admiralty Way, (310)823-5333.

Restaurant News
From page 13

cheese; squash blossom with shredded zucchini; arugula and burrata;
potato and porcini mushrooms; and barbecue chicken. There are vegetarian and vegan pizza options available. Sandwiches are made from the
pizza dough and include a barbecue chicken and Calabrian meatball.
Guests can order and sit at the outdoor patio or cuts of pizzas or pans
are available to-go. There are grab-and-go packaged kale and almond
salad and an Italian chopped salad, plus non-alcoholic beverages.
Closed Monday and Tuesday. Open from noon to 8 p.m. rocapizza.com.
769 Americana Way, (818)396-5055.

Open during
High Holidays!

Break the Fast with Canter’s
Dine-in, take out, or delivery

Pick up bakery items for
your Holiday table!
Since 1931
Custom designed floral
oral arrangments and gourmet boxes
filled with artisan cheeses, charcuterie, jams and spices

World Famous Award Winning
Restaurant • Deli • Bakery • Bar

419 N. Fairfax Ave. • (323) 651-2030
(between Beverly & Melrose)

2nd Location
12109 Santa Monica Blvd. (424) 317-0307
(At Bundy) 10 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Specializing in
• weddings

• custom boutique events
• private chef parties
• gourmet spice blends
emilyjilgco.com
(818)359-8239
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Residents will have more chances to visit the county’s pools with a sixth-month season planned for 2022.

County makes a splash with extended pool season
photo courtesy of Japan House Los Angeles

Ayako Ishiguro’s “Powerful” is included in the exhibit at Japan House Los
Angeles.

Exhibit explores works by
contemporary Japanese artists
Japan House Los Angeles has
announced the North American
debut of its fall exhibition “WaveNew Currents in Japanese Graphic
Arts” on display from Sept. 18
through Nov 28.
Based on a popular art exhibition
titled “Wave” held annually in
Tokyo at Arts Chiyod, Japan House
Los Angeles’s exhibit presents
work by 55 contemporary Japanese
artists. Their creations for books,
magazines, comics, animation,
posters and other media extend
beyond well-known manga and
anime styles and represent a diverse
and expressive art scene little
known outside Japan.
Curated by artists Kintaro
Takahashi and Hiro Sugiyama,
whose work is also featured, the
touring exhibition begins in Los
Angeles before traveling to Sao
Paulo and London.
“There is much interest in manga
and anime around the world, but
there’s also an expanding, innovative graphic art scene only known
in Japan with many artists that
bridge the worlds of illustration,
animation, commercial art and fine
art,” Takahashi and Sugiyama said.
“We are very happy to share this

rich and exciting world of Japanese
graphic art with the people of Los
Angeles and the United States.”
The exhibition introduces work
by artists ranging from veteran professional illustrators, such as
Teruhiko Yumura, Akira Uno and
Keiichi Tanaami, to young artists
like Masanori Ushiki, Jenny Kaori,
Yusuke Hanai, Jun Oson and Mayu
Yukishita.
“Graphic art and illustration have
a long history in Japan dating back
to 12th century painted picture
scrolls. This history in detail-oriented graphic art is still a vibrant force
in Japanese culture today,” said
Yuko Kaifu, president of Japan
House Los Angeles. “We’re pleased
to bring this broad selection of
works to an international audience
for the first time, to showcase
today’s Japanese illustrators and
graphic artists and to continue to
create new inspiration for the artists
of tomorrow.”
The exhibition will also include
related programs to be announced.
Admission is free and walk-ins are
invited. The gallery is open daily
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 6801
Hollywood Blvd. For information,
visit japanhousela.com.

TV stations partner
to clear the animal shelters

NBC4 and Telemundo 52’s Clear
the Shelters annual pet adoption
and donation drive runs through
Sept. 19.
During the donation drive, the
Los Angeles County Department
of Animal Care and Control’s
seven animal care centers are offering $20 adoption fees for all cats
and large dogs over 35 pounds.
The discounted rate includes adoption, vaccination, microchip, and
spay or neuter.
“A huge thank you to NBC4 and
Telemundo 52 for spreading the
message that adoption is the best
option and helping homeless pets

find forever homes,” DACC
Director Marcia Mayeda said.
Last month, DACC implemented
the Love at First Sight adoption
program, which enables residents
to self-schedule appointments
online. During their visit, potential
adopters can view all available animals and adopt on a first-come,
first-served basis.
The program avoids waiting lists
that can delay the adoption process.
Animals that are spayed or
neutered and available that day are
listed as “ready to go home.”
For information, visit animalcare.lacounty.gov.

The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors on Aug. 31 authorized a six-month pool season for
2022.
The new season will run from
May 1 to Oct. 30 and affect 25 of
the 30 county-run pools. In 2021,
the pools were open for a 10week season from June 15 to
Aug. 21.
The proposal was authored by
Supervisor Janice Hahn, 4th
District, and co-authored by
Supervisor Kathryn Barger, 5th
District.
“Summer may be coming to an

end, but the hot summer weather
is not,” Hahn said. “People love
our county pools, and they are
sorry to see them close every
August, right in the middle of the
hottest months of the year. Our
public pools are some of our most
valuable community resources
and they should be open as long
as the weather permits.”
The Department of Parks and
Recreation will work with the
county’s chief executive officer
to identify ongoing funding and
resources needed to support the
extended season. Officials also

will develop a plan to recruit
additional lifeguards in time for
the 2022 season.
“With triple-digit temperatures
lasting through the fall, Los
Angeles County communities
need affordable, accessible ways
to keep cool,” Barger said.
“Extending the swim program at
local pools will allow residents to
stay active, connect with neighbors and beat the heat.”
To register for programs or
information, visit parks.lacounty.gov.
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‘Shang-Chi’ offers over the top fun

Crazy hand-to-hand combat,
witty banter and mythic creatures
from an otherworldly dimension –
the movies are healing. Well, perhaps that’s too optimistic, but
amidst everything going wrong
around us, at least we can rely on
Marvel Studios to deliver the
goods. “Shang-Chi and the Legend
of the Ten Rings” is absurd, over
the top, excessive. And it all works
immensely well.
“Shang-Chi” goes a touch deeper
into the Marvel Comics canon,
much like “Guardians of the
Galaxy” surprising us all with its
oddball misfits. The character
Shang-Chi arrived in the early 1970s
amidst growing interest in martial
arts on the big screen. He had no
super powers and would simmer for
a decade before earning a solo title.
He pops up, but this is his most
prominent debut to wide audiences.
Director and co-writer Destin
Daniel Cretton reimagines ShangChi and a slew of other less-known

characters. This isn’t B characters
or a B movie. It’s the first bonafide
hit of the year, easily the best superhero film of the past two years.
The cinematic Shang-Chi (Simu
Liu) is unrecognizable from his print
counterpart, as are several other
familiar names. The story doesn’t
begin with him, but his father, Xu
Wenwu (Tony Chiu-Wai Leung), a
comics revision since dear dad was
originally Fu Manchu (yes, that Fu
Manchu – feel free to cringe).
Xu Wenwu might not sound
familiar, but his character was first
referenced in “Iron Man 3” when a
villain called the Mandarin publicly targeted the title hero. As the
film reveals, and short film “All
Hail the King” reinforces, the
Mandarin’s real identity remains a
mystery.
Whelp, that plot thickens even
more. Xu Wenwu is the true leader
of the Ten Rings – first introduced
in “Iron Man” back in 2008 – but he
has gone by many names. None of

photo courtesy of Marvel

Tony Chiu-Wai Leung portrays Xu Wenwu, the antagonist in the hit
movie, “Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings.”

Remembering
the victims of 9/11

The Sept. 20, 2001, issue of the Beverly Press and Park Labrea
News showed flags flown at half-staff and signs placed in the community following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Numerous businesses
showed support for the victims of the tragedy. Small flags were
placed on parking meters along Third Street, and the offices of
Chambers and Murray Architecture and Design on Melrose Avenue
offered a message of peace and love.

them, however, originated from an
orange, as he says, calling out the
name’s ludicrous origins.
In the comics, the Mandarin
name overly codes a villain based
on a Western depiction of Asian
cultures stripped of nuance. It all
echoes the classic criticism in
Edward Said’s foundational book
“Orientalism.” The film doesn’t
ignore this troubled history, instead
providing needed updates.
Even the Mandarin’s traditional
10 rings that shoot lasers receive an
upgrade, a brilliant one that
enhances each action sequence
showing all those supernatural
tools of death. But for a brief
moment, he finds love, family, and
creates a family.
When that comes to end, old
habits return, and the warlord tries
to raise Shang-Chi in his image.
That works long enough to train an
impressionable child, but he eventually escapes to San Francisco,
living a quiet life alongside BFF
Katy (Awkwafina).
After a decade, Shang-Chi’s
brief reprieve ends. That means a
whole lotta insane martial arts, an
overdue visit with sister Xialing
(Meng’er Zhang) and a journey
into the world of the siblings’ mother Li (Fala Chen), once protected.
As the trailers highlight, “ShangChi” is front heavy with practical

Webinar focuses
on prostate cancer
The Prostate Cancer Foundation
and the West Angeles Church
Brotherhood Organization will
hold the fourth annual “How Much
Do You Know About Prostate
Cancer?” webinar on Saturday,
Sept. 18, from 9 to 10:30 a.m.
The online event raises awareness about prostate cancer among
Black men – a segment of the population that is at higher risk for the
disease than other groups. For
example, Black men are 75% more
likely to develop prostate cancer
than white men, and twice as likely
to die from prostate cancer. The
Prostate Cancer Foundation has
been funding research to better
help understand the disparity with
the disease among Black men for
more than 25 years.
The webinar will cover risk factors, early detection, research and
treatment options, survival and
lifestyle choices such as healthy
eating. The speakers will be
Howard R. Soule, executive vice
president and chief science officer
for PCF; Dr. Samuel L.
Washington III, assistant professor
of urology and the GoldbergBenioff endowed professor in cancer biology at the University of
California, San Francisco; and
Leanne
Burnham,
assistant
research professor at City of Hope.
September is Prostate Cancer
Awareness Month, and PCF has
also launched its “Eat It to Beat It”
healthy eating challenge in support
of healthy lifestyle choices that can
help prevent prostate cancer. The
webinar is free but registration is
required. For information, visit
pcf.org/westa.
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Simu Liu stars as the title character in “Shang-Chi and the Legend of the
Ten Rings.”

and CG action. But it also throws in
some wuxia sequences channeling
the fighting style from films like
“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon”
and 2002’s “Hero.” But things go full
adventure story, venturing into another realm, transforming from straight
action to full-blown fantasy epic.
It’s a lot, but it flows quite organically. Though I must say several
green-screen moments don’t feel as
polished as other Marvel flicks. No
matter, such moments pass quickly,
only noticeable if you’re looking.
Everything else – entertaining
action, a central mystery, great
characters – easily compensate for
post-production hiccups.
I can’t pick just one performance.
So many shine. Liu is a star. He
slays during emotional and exhila-

rating scenes. Awkwafina brings
her usual sidekick humor, but that
doesn’t mean she vanishes once the
stakes heighten. Chen, as the slighted sister, deserves her own spinoff
(I’m sure it’s coming).
And Leung is an incredible talent,
earning the proper treatment here as
someone both personally tortured
and equally maniacal. Marvel succeeds at many things, but its villains
often fall flat. Not here.
I’m ecstatic for Marvel’s Phase
IV. After a year of delays, the 2021
slate continues to pump out big and
small screen delights (yes, “Falcon
and the Winter Soldier” deflated as
episodes went on). “Shang-Chi” is
an experience to behold, the kind
that energizes during, and inspires
long after, it ends.
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LACCD to mandate
vaccinations or tests

The Los Angeles Community
College District Board of Trustees
has approved revisions to its Board
Policy 2,900 to now require that all
district employees and students
must either be fully vaccinated
against the COVID-19 virus or get
regularly tested as a condition of
employment and/or to access district property in person.
The policy does not prevent anyone from enrolling, attending or
working at the district’s nine colleges or other facilities due to their
vaccination status, but it will help
create safer in-person learning and
workplace environments for students and district employees.
Extensive outreach to employees
and students will now begin to
advise them of the changes, the
new requirements and deadline for
compliance.
Employees will have until Oct. 18
to get fully vaccinated or provide a
medical or religious exemption for
approval by the district and have a
baseline COVID-19 test. Any person with a district-approved exemption must still be tested at least

weekly. All LACCD students who
intend to be onsite, in person at any
college or District facility must follow the same process.
The district is working with a
vendor to coordinate testing sites
and operating schedules at all nine
colleges that are expected to open
in mid-September. The vendor will
provide testing and a secured database for the results.
Additionally, all students,
employees and visitors, regardless
of vaccination status, must wear
masks or facial coverings while
inside any college building or district facility. Anyone planning to
visit a campus or district facility
must complete the symptom selfcheck prior to every day they
intend to be onsite.
“We are following the science
and the recommendations of our
leading public health officials that
vaccinations are the best tool to end
this pandemic,” LACCD Board of
Trustees President Steve Veres
said. “We care about our employees and our students and their safety is our top priority.”

Contest offers students chance
to visit South Korea

To commemorate the 575th
Anniversary of Hangul Day, the
Korean Cultural Center Los
Angeles and the King Sejong
Institute Center USA announced
the 2021 Online Korean Speech
Contest.
Anyone in the U.S. age 18 or
older who is interested in Korean
language and culture, or is currently
learning Korean, as well as King
Sejong Institute students, can participate in the event.
Speech topics should be related to
Korean language or Korean culture.
Sixty prizes totaling $6,500
include Amazon gift certificates
and a round-trip airline ticket from
L.A. to Incheon, South Korea.
Souvenirs will be given to all participants who do not win larger
prizes.

The competition will be divided
into introductory/basic and intermediate/advanced levels. Each
video must be in Korean and is limited to two minutes for introductory/basic levels and three minutes
for intermediate/advanced levels.
Contestants will submit video
entries by email at speechcontest@kccla.org through Oct. 29.
“Events such as these are important ways of connecting people of
diverse backgrounds to Korea, and
we hope both beginners and more
advanced learners of Korean will
enjoy sharing their experiences
with Korean culture,” said Wijin
Park, director of the Korean
Cultural Center.
For
information,
visit
kccla.org/koreanlanguageprogram/contest.

The Music Center puts
teens in the limelight

The Music Center will broadcast
its 33rd annual Spotlight Grand
Finale on the award-winning arts
and culture series “Southland
Sessions.”
In partnership with KCET and
PBS SoCal, the hour-long program
will air on PBS SoCal at 7 p.m. on
Sept. 11.
The Grand Finale is the culmination of a year-long journey for
Southern California high school
students interested in the performing arts. Approximately 1,500 students applied, and 14 finalists
were selected after participating in
three rounds of auditions, numerous performances and mastery
classes.
By emphasizing preparation,
critical thinking and perseverance,
Spotlight enables students to hone
their skills through performance
opportunities, audition experiences
and mentorship by professional
artists and arts administrators.

Spotlight is completely free with no
financial barriers for participants,
which gives equal footing to all
aspiring artists no matter their talent level.
The finalists will give performances in acting, singing, ballet,
dance and instrumentals. Each
finalist received a $5,000 cash
scholarship and the opportunity to
performe in the grand finale in front
of industry leaders.
The Music Center’s 33rd annual
Spotlight Grand Finale was produced by The Music Center in
association with Hashtag, You're
It.
Notable alumni include Tony
Award winner Lindsay Mendez,
American Ballet Theatre’s principal dancer Misty Copeland, Emmy
award-winning composer Kris
Bowers and major recording artists
Josh Groban and Adam Lambert,
To apply to the program, visit
musiccenter.org/spotlight.
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“Sun & Sea” is a one-hour operatic song cycle presented by sunbathing characters as a commentary on
environmental consequences.

UCLA’s Center for the Art of Performance
announces fall lineup
University of California Los
Angeles’ Center for the Art of
Performance has announced its
fall programming.
In its new season, the center,
which is dedicated to the advancement of the contemporary performing arts, will present two
micro-commissions, partner with
the Museum of Contemporary Art
and welcome back The Tune In
Festival.
Available now is a companion
piece to “Ellen Reid SOUNDWALK: Griffith Park.” Mapped to
UCLA’s campus, “Ellen Reid
SOUNDWALK: UCLA Campus”
allows listeners to view the familiar campus from a new perspective.
Through a mobile app, users
can listen to music that harmonizes with UCLA’s landscape and

design as they wander the campus.
The app is now availble to download on Android and iOS.
On Oct. 14-16, CAP UCLA will
partner with MOCA to present
“Sun & Sea,” the Venice
Biennale’s Golden Lion winner.
Watched from a birds-eye view,
audiences will reflect on environmental consequences while listening to a one-hour operatic song
cycle from sunbathing characters.
Touring vocalists are joined by
L.A.’s choral spectrum Tonality
for this performance.
The Tune In Festival will return
Nov. 4-7 on CAP UCLA online.
The core of this year’s festival
focuses on uplifting interdependence as a positive force for everlasting social and political change.
Participating artists range from
Thalea Quartet, Gabriella Smith,

Jessi Montgomery, the anzû quartet, Sunni Patterson and Eighth
Blackbird.
“I’m a big believer in collaboration,” said executive and artistic
director Kristy Edmunds. “This is
a time when lifting one another up,
sharing resources and linking arms
can make all the difference in getting through the day, let alone
effecting positive change. CAP
UCLA’s Fall season is grounded in
the power of collaboration and the
persistence of joy.”
Other fall events include a continued residency by artist Annie
Saunders, the first exhibition of
“The Choreographers’ Scores:
2020” and the return of L.A.
Omnibus, a series featuring writers, thinkers and shapers.
For
information,
visit
cap.ucla.edu.

19 September 9, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Getty acquires images that
explore history of racial injustice
Luis De Jesus Los Angeles
announced the addition of six photographs by Ken Gonzales-Day
into the J. Paul Getty Museum collection.
The group of works includes
three photographs from the
“Searching for California’s Hang
Trees” series and three photographs
from the “Memento Mori” series.
“Searching for California’s Hang
Trees” started in 2000 and grew out
of Gonzales-Day’s research into the
history of lynching in California.
The series, which is ongoing, continues to build the most comprehensive record of lynching in the
state.
The research and records for
more than 353 cases documented
by Gonzales-Day is ongoing, and
has become the largest list of cases
published to date.
Exclusively employing an
antique Deardorff large format
camera, the artist engages with the
history of landscape photography
in California and recalls the legacies of violence associated with
U.S. colonialism and the policy of
Manifest Destiny. Gonzales-Day
spent several years researching in
local archives and scanning
microfilm while making multiple
expeditions across the state looking for clues to the little-known
history.

The “Memento Mori” series was
one of three photographic projects
that grew out of Gonzales-Day's
research into the history of lynching for his first monograph,
“Lynching in the West, 18501935.”
The series began during his
research of racial profiling in
California. Through his research,
he was able to reveal for the first
time that race was a factor in the
history of lynching in California
which, even up to that time, had
been regularly mischaracterized
by historians as part of a raceneutral fantasy of white-onwhite violence, which existed as
well.
Because BIPOC and Latinx
bodies figured so prominently in
this history, Gonzales-Day photographed a range of models
from different groups and was
also struck by the fact that so
many of the lynching victims
were described as being young
men.
The “Memento Mori” portraits
were an essential part of a larger
strategy to use his artistic practice
to raise awareness and create a
visual language to address the history of radicalized violence in
California.
For information, visit luisdejesus.com
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Artworks by Ko Kyongh are displayed in the new exhibit.

KCCLA exhibit honors Korean Artists Association

The Korean Cultural Center
Los Angeles and Ko Kyongh’s
“Safe at Home Playlist” of
Southern California present the
52nd annual Exhibition of
Korean Artists Association of
Southern California, which will
run from Friday, Sept. 10,
through Friday, Sept. 17, at the
KCCLA Art Gallery, 5505
Wilshire Blvd.
Since its inception in 1964,
Korean Artists Association of
Southern California has promoted
cultural exchange and harmony.
The association has also encouraged younger generations to
explore their artistic endeavors
through a juried student art exhibi-

tion and Korean-American exhibitions. Younger artists have joined
the group over time. The special
exhibition will feature fresh new
ideas and designs with sophisticated traditional art.
The show celebrates the 52nd
anniversary of the Korean Artists
Association
of
Southern
California. Seventy artists who are
members of the association will
showcase paintings, sculptures,
photography, ceramic works and
other pieces.
“The exhibition hall at the
Korean Cultural Center was closed
for a year due to the COVID-19
pandemic, and I understand how
difficult it must have been for

Korean artists to pursue their art as
immigrants during this time,”
KCCLA Director Wijin Park said.
“Which is why this year’s newly
opened exhibition is expected to be
even more meaningful as visitors
can enjoy various works of 70
artists in one place.”
KCCLA has implemented new
health and safety protocols and
procedures based on guidelines by
the L.A. County Department of
Public Health. An online reservation system is being used to limit
the number of people in the
gallery at the same time, and physical distancing and masks are
required.
For information, visit kccla.org.
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Volunteers distributed 800 backpacks to children and families in need.

Big Brothers Big Sisters provide
backpacks to youth in need
Three Big Brothers Big Sisters
agencies and the city of Los
Angeles recently partnered to distribute 800 backpacks to families in
need.
Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Los Angeles, Catholic Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Los
Angeles County and Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Greater Los Angeles
have operated under the belief that
inherent in every child is incredible
potential. The backpacks, which
featured the Los Angeles Lakers
logo, were a way to offer children
educational support.
As affiliates of Big Brothers Big
Sisters of America, the nation’s
largest donor and volunteer supported mentoring network, the Los

Angeles Big Brothers Big Sisters
agencies create monitored matches
between adult volunteers and children ages 5 through young adulthood.
The addition of a positive and
caring adult role model empowers youth to stay in school, avoid
drugs and gangs, and pursue a
college education. The relationships have a direct and lasting
effect on the lives of young people, said communications director
James Finney-Conlon in a press
release.
Together, the three agencies
serve more than 4,000 at-risk youth
with mentoring, camp, college
guidance, scholarships, college
retention and teen support.

A Catholic Education is an
Advantage for Life.

Call for
OPENINGS
in K-8th GRADES!
Click here
or go to our website
for updates.
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Pink Floyd’s
legacy on display
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Michelle Hurd was honored for her work to remove sexual harassment
and assault from the entertainment industry.

SAG-AFTRA honors
‘Star Trek’s’ Michelle Hurd
The Screen Actors GuildAmerican Federation of Television
and Radio Artists awarded actor
and activist Michelle Hurd with the
organizations’ President’s Award
on Sept. 2.
The honor recognizes individuals
demonstrating commitment to
SAG-AFTRA’s membership and
the labor movement.
“Michelle Hurd is a changemaker. She is a shining example of how
to balance a successful acting career
with dedicated union service and a
commitment to improving the lives
of SAG-AFTRA members and all
workers,” said SAG-AFTRA president Gabrielle Carteris. “Michelle
has led from the frontlines in our
efforts to ensure the safety and protection of SAG-AFTRA members
and to help eradicate sexual harassment from the entertainment industry.”
Additionally, she represented the
organization before legislative bodies advocating for laws that support
and empower members and all
workers. Because of her efforts,
Hollywood is a safer and better
place.”
Hurd has helped advance efforts
to remove sexual harassment and
assault from the entertainment
industry and make sets safer. As a
member of the SAG-AFTRA
President’s
Blue
Ribbon

Commission on Safety and the
union’s sexual harassment workgroup, she has worked to provide
resources to members who experience instances of sexual harassment and assault and assisted in
developing updated guidelines
and policies to eliminate harassment and assault from the industry.
Her work led to the creation and
development of the Intimacy
Coordinator Initiative and helped
spur the creation of SAG-AFTRA
Safe Place, a reporting platform
that allows members to discreetly
report incidents of sexual harassment.
Hurd’s early boardroom advocacy of the intimacy coordinator profession helped launch the union’s
intimacy coordinator work group,
which led to the development and
release of the standards and protocols for use of intimacy coordinators in January 2020. Intimacy
coordinators are trained professionals who specialize in protecting
actors during intimate or simulated
sex scenes while fulfilling the
director’s vision.
Hurd currently stars in “Star
Trek: Picard” and has been a mainstay on television for years, appearing in “Blindspot,” “ Law & Order:
SVU,” “Hawaii Five-O” and
“Daredevil.”

MOCA releases additional tickets

The Museum of Contemporary
Art and The Geffen Contemporary
have released additional tickets for
reservations from Sept. 16-26.
Tickets are released every two
weeks on Tuesdays at noon and due
to popularity, the museum opened
additional tickets for the next few
weeks.
MOCA is open to the public with
advanced free ticket reservations.
All visitors, including members,
need to have advanced timed-entry
tickets.
The Geffen Contemporary at
MOCA opens on Sunday, Sept. 12,
with
“Pipilotti
Rist:
Big
Heartedness, Be My Neighbor,” a
special ticketed exhibition.
Rist’s installations explore relationships of video and the body, exterior
environments and interior psychological landscapes, and reason and

instinct. They probe the video medium’s capability for vivid color,
sweeping views, extreme close-ups,
introspection, cultural critique and the
creation of shared experiences within
the public space of the museum.
The exhibition surveys more than
30 years of the Zürich-based artist’s
work.
Special exhibitions are $18 for
adults, $10 for students with I.D.
and seniors and free for children
under 12. MOCA members always
receive free admission to special
exhibitions.
Phone reservations to MOCA
and The Geffen Contemporary,
located at 250 S. Grand Ave., are
available Thursday to Sunday at the
MOCA Box Office by calling
(213)633-5351 between 11 a.m.
and 5 p.m. For information, visit
moca.org.

The Vogue Multicultural
Museum in Hollywood opened its
first exhibit celebrating Pink
Floyd Sept. 3.
The museum offers an audiovisual and musical journey through
the universe of the iconic rock
band. “The Pink Floyd Exhibition:
Their Mortal Remains” celebrates
the band’s place in history as the
world’s
cultural
landscape
changed throughout the 1960s and
beyond.
The band occupied a distinctive
experimental space and was the
foremost exponent of a psychedelic movement that changed the
understanding of music forever,
becoming one of the most important groups in contemporary music.
Pink Floyd has produced iconic
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An exhibit celebrating Pink Floyd will be on display through Jan. 9 at
the Vogue Multicultural Museum.

imagery in popular culture: from
pigs flying over Battersea Power
Station, The Dark Side of the
Moon prism, cows, marching
hammers and giant inflatable
teachers.
Their vision was brought to life
by individuals such as modern

surrealist and long-time collaborator Storm Thorgerson, satirical
illustrator Gerald Scarfe and psychedelic lighting pioneer Peter
Wynne-Wilson.
The exhibit will run through
Jan. 9, 2022. For information, visit
vmmla.com.

Hola Mexico Film Festival returns for 13th season

The Hola Mexico Film Festival,
the largest Mexican film festival
outside of Mexico, is back for its
13th edition during Hispanic
Heritage Month.
Bringing audiences back to the
cinema, Hola México Film Festival
presented by DishLATINO will
give viewers an opportunity to celebrate the perseverance of the film
community and see some of the
most compelling films that have
recently come out of Mexico.
“Although the Hola México Film
Festival continued in 2020 in a virtual format, we deeply missed the
irreplaceable communal experience
of being with each other to showcase the strength and diversity of
Mexican cinema. Through the
enduring power of the cinematic
arts community, we are absolutely
thrilled to welcome back film

lovers and finally be able to gather
and embrace in-person during the
2021 Hola México Film Festival,”
founder and director Samuel Douek
said. “We look forward to helping
ensure that Mexican filmmaking
continues to grow and prosper for
years to come.”
The festival will feature 21 films
from Sept. 17-25 at Regal Cinemas
LA Live. Spanning comedies, dramas, horror films and documentaries, the festival will showcase
films in a festive atmosphere in
conjunction with exclusive parties
and outdoor concerts.
The festival will open with
“Perdida” from Mexican director
Jorge Michel Grau. “Perdida” is a
thriller following the new conductor of the Mexico City
Philharmonic after his wife vanishes without a trace. Police suspect

he’s the reason.
The festival will conclude with
an award ceremony where recognitions will include best director, best
short film and best audience award.
Opening and closing ceremonies
will take place at LA Plaza de
Cultura y Artes, an open-air venue.
The festival also will feature the
6th annual Tomorrow’s Filmmakers
Today, a career and inclusivity
development program. The program aims to increase the Latino
workforce in the global filmmaking
industry cultivating inclusion, supporting the development of Latino
content and fostering meaningful
collaborations among its participants and top industry leaders. The
participants all live in Southern
California, Texas and New York.
For information, visit holamexicoff.com.

Salastina to offer live, virtual shows in new season
Salastina
Music
Society
announced its 2021-22 season,
marking the ensemble’s return to
live performance.
The new season marks the return
of programs such as “Sounds
Delicious,” “Sounds Genius” and
“Sounds Mysterious,” which inject
a sense of fun, mystery and discovery into the chamber music experience.
The main series will kick off with
performances from Sept. 24-26 featuring works by composers Michi
and Paul Wiancko, Kenji Bunch
and Judd Greenstein in a program
centered around the theme of transfiguration.
Performances will continue Oct.
30-31 with a program featuring
works by Chopin. A concert series
from Nov. 19-21 will see Salastina
musicians assigned a piece unknown
to them where they will participate in
a guessing game with the audience to
figure out the composer’s name and
the title of the work.
From March 26-27, Salastina
will present “Salastin.calm,” a concert of slow-movement works.
“Here Be Dragons,” a program
exploring uncharted territories and
mythological creatures will run
April 22-24.
From May 27 through June 5,
Salastina will present its first-ever
chamber opera Vid Guerrerio's
“OC fan tutte,” an English modernization of Mozart's “Così fan tutte.”
The program was postponed due to
the pandemic.
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The Salastina ensemble will offer a mixture of live and virtual shows during its 2021-22 season.

Salastina will offer a mixture of
in-person and virtual performances
after the success of its virtual
happy hour series launched in April
2020. In the past years, the virtual
happy hour drew guests from
around the world including Alan
Menken, Lindsey Stirling and
Hilary Hahn.
“The 2021-22 season reflects
what so many of us are experiencing - craving the familiar while
embracing the new,” Salastina coartistic and executive director Maia
Jasper White said. “The pandemic
period has inspired us to be ever

more inventive about integrating
virtual and live music-making, connecting audiences to chamber
music and the musicians who make
it all the deeper.”
Salastina’s 2021-22 season will
be presented at The Bowers
Museum Courtyard, Fowler
Museum Courtyard at University of
California Los Angeles, University
of Southern California Pacific Asia
Museum
Courtyard
and
Ambassador Auditorium Lobby.
For information and access to
Salastina’s live streams, visit
salastina.org/concerts.
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Metro says several factors cause delay Local 9/11 tributes planned

From page 1

anomaly was a steel beam buried
long ago that could have damaged
the machines if they struck it,
Sotero added.
“That would have been a nightmare,” he said. “It could have damaged the cutting head.”
A similar situation occurred in
2013 during tunneling for a transit
project in Seattle, according to
media reports. A tunneling machine
struck a metal pipe, and it took
crews two years to repair the
machine and get the project started
again.
“We did horizontal drilling
before the tunnel boring machines
got there to make sure there was
nothing in the way,” Sotero added.
“Earlier in the project, we also
found the remnants of an oil well
that was in the way and altered the
tunnel alignment to go around the
oil well. But there was no getting
around [the steel beam]. We had to
get rid of it. It was the very first
time we had done that kind of
thing.”
Sotero said crews with the first
section’s contractor, SkanskaTraylor-Shea, located the beam
underground in late 2020 and used
shovels and cutting torches to
remove it in early 2021, prior to the
twin tunneling machines reaching
the future Wilshire/La Cienega station in February and March. It is
not known when the beam was
buried or why, although it is
believed it may have been part of a
bridge or roadway support from the
early days of cityhood.
Sotero added that the delay in
opening the first section of the
Purple Line Extension also resulted
from the difficult conditions in tunneling past the La Brea Tar Pits.
Engineers were aware there would
be difficulties because of the composition of the soil, but the progress
was slower than anticipated.
“You have gassy soils and tar
sands and a geologically rich area
for fossils,” Sotero said. “There
were so many things on this first

From page 1
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The Metro Board of Directors allocated an additional $150 million toward
the Purple Line Extension project.

section that presented many challenges to Metro.”
The postponement of the opening of the first segment by a year
was reported by Metro staff in June
to the Metro Board of Directors,
which also allocated an additional
$150 million to cover new costs,
Sotero said. Metro updated its website this week to reflect the new
2024 opening date.
Some people in the local area
were not surprised that the first section will not open until 2024.
“They originally had the completion date in ’25 or ’26, then this
[push] came along about opening it
in time for the Olympics,” said
Steve Kramer, president of the
Greater Miracle Mile Chamber of
Commerce. “I think their intentions
were good and their hopes were
high, but they are more realistic at
this point. I think it was a little more
than realistically could be accomplished.”
Sotero said the first segment of
the project is 70% complete. The
work on that portion is now focused
on finishing the tunnels and completing the subway stations at

Vote at five LACCD campuses
Five of the Los Angeles
Community College District colleges will serve as official vote
center locations operated by the
Los Angeles County RegistrarRecorder/County Clerk Office for
eligible voters to cast ballots for
the California Gubernatorial
Recall Election on Sept. 14.
All registered and eligible voters can cast ballots at the centers
or drop off their completed ballots.
Los Angeles Pierce College,
Los Angeles Trade-Technical

College and West Los Angeles
College will each serve as 11-day
vote centers for Los Angeles
County from now through
Election Day. Los Angeles City
College and Los Angeles Harbor
College will serve as four-day
vote centers that will be open to
the public Sept. 11 through 14.
Vote centers will be open to the
public from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
daily and from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on
Election Day. In addition to the inperson vote centers, LATTC,
WLAC and Los Angeles Valley

Wilshire/La Brea, Wilshire/Fairfax
and Wilshire/La Cienega. Crews
are also currently building the second section of the Purple line
Extension project between the
Wilshire/La Cienega and Century
City/Constellation subways stations, and that segment includes the
Wilshire/Rodeo station in Beverly
Hills. Work is also underway on the
third segment between Century
City and the Westwood/VA
Hospital station.
The change in the opening date
for the first section does not alter
the completion dates for the second
and third sections, which are scheduled to be complete in 2025 and
2027, respectively. Sotero said
Metro does not anticipate encountering the same challenges underground in the other two sections, as
the soil composition there is more
predictable than the areas around
the tar pits.
“This is easily the most complex
transportation engineering project
in the history of L.A.,” he added.
“If it were easy, it would have been
done decades ago.”

College will also have 24-hour
vote by mail drop-off boxes.
All LACCD students, faculty,
staff and public who are registered
and eligible to vote can use any of
the county’s vote centers.
Los Angeles County RegistrarRecorder/County Clerk Dean C.
Logan has announced that 108
vote centers are now open and
available.
According to the registrarrecorder’s office, the safest way to
participate in the election is to
drop off ballots at any participating ballot drop box or vote center.
For
information,
visit
LAVote.net.

West Hollywood Chamber to host hospitality job fair
In a response to an employment
demand for jobs within hospitality
sectors, the West Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce will host
an “On-the-Spot” Job Fair from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept.
22, at 7626 Santa Monica Blvd.
The hospitality industry has
been the hardest hit during the
COVID pandemic and economic
recovery, according to the chamber. Employees are not returning to
previous employment positions in
restaurants, bars, nightclubs and
hotels.
Employers are seeking servers,
bartenders, housekeepers, front

desk, cooks and bussers, while
hotels are also seeking security
personnel, engineers, maintenance
crews, concierges and executive
management positions.
“West Hollywood’s workforce is
26% hospitality, and we are seeing
an enormous challenge in securing
employees for these critical positions in our businesses,” said Nick
Rimedio,
West
Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce chair. “We
are excited to host this job fair to
collectively call on the community,
including their family and friends,
to apply for these jobs.”
Several hotels and restaurants

are among the companies that will
have
recruiters
onsite.
Representatives of the London
West Hollywood, Sunset Marquis
and the 1 Hotel, as well as numerous restaurants such as Gelato
Festival, Fiesta Cantina, Cabo and
Rosaline, will be in attendance.
Additionally, nightclub representatives from Delilah, Nice Guy,
Harriet’s, 40 Love, Bootsy
Bellows and Peppermint Lounge
will meet with potential job applicants.
For
information,
contact
(323)650-2688
or
info@wehochamber.com.

in 2011 next to BHFD’s Fire
Station 1 and Beverly Hills City
Hall, is an important city landmark. It includes a piece of twisted steel from the North Tower of
the World Trade Center and
serves as a year-round reminder
of those who perished and the
sacrifices made by first responders.
“When I see someone sitting at
the site, I like to walk up and ask
them how they were affected.
Many people lost a family member or are remembering someone,” Matsch said. “Some don’t
realize it’s an actual piece of the
tower. It’s truly healing for people on the West Coast, giving
them a connection to the East
Coast.”
The ceremony in Beverly Hills
is open to the public and community members are encouraged to
attend. Firefighters and police
personnel will also gather at the
memorial garden at 6:45 a.m. on
Sept. 11 for an informal ceremony.
“As someone born and raised
in New York City, I still feel a
connection with 9/11 and the
thousands of people that went to
work that day only to never
return,” Wunderlich said. “Our
annual ceremony in Beverly
Hills at our memorial site pays
fitting tribute to honor those we
lost who we will never forget.”
The tragedy of Sept. 11 also
continues to weigh heavy on personnel at the Los Angeles County
Fire Department, which serves
the city of West Hollywood.
Although the city is not holding a
formal ceremony, wreaths and
flags will be placed at 9 a.m. on
Sept. 11 at the Sal Guarriello
Veterans’ Memorial, located at
Santa Monica Boulevard and
Holloway Drive. People can visit
throughout the day. Flags at all
West Hollywood city buildings
will also be flown at half-staff on
Sept. 11.
“Every year on 9/11, it hits us
all similarly, but being [that] it’s
the 20th anniversary amplifies
it,” L.A. County Fire Department

spokesman Jonathan Matheny
said. “We lost 343 [NYFD] firefighters on that day. If you ask
any firefighter the significance of
that number, every firefighter I
know will tell you immediately.
It is a number forever stitched in
our minds, and we feel that sorrow every year on 9/11.”
Capt. David Ball, of Los
Angeles County Fire Station 7 in
West Hollywood, added that personnel plan to stop by the memorial on Saturday in a show of solidarity.
“On Sept. 11, we always
remember those who lost their
lives and honor the firefighters,”
Ball said. “We never forget the
spirit and integrity of those who
came together to help.”
The Los Angeles Fire
Department is holding a virtual
Sept. 11 remembrance ceremony
this year that will be available
for viewing at 10 a.m. on the
department’s social media platforms, spokesman Nicholas
Prange said.
“We are doing it virtually this
year because of the pandemic,”
he added. “But it’s important to
remember the victims and firefighters and the sacrifices they
made.”
The First-In Fire Foundation
also encourages the public to
reflect on the sacrifices of Sept.
11 at a memorial in the park surrounding the La Brea Tar Pits.
Miracle Mile Civic Coalition cofounder and First-In Fire
Foundation president Lyn
MacEwen Cohen said a grove of
trees was planted in 2004 in the
park along Sixth Street in
remembrance of those who lost
their lives. A stone marker and
plaque is also located near the
trees, and Cohen plans to place
American flags at the site in
commemoration.
“Every year, I make sure I go
and place flags and red, white
and blue ribbons there,” Cohen
added. “I think people should
remember. It’s not just the 20th
year. For us, we remember every
year, all year long.”

Superior Court judges appointed
Gov. Gavin Newsom on Sept. 3
announced his appointment of six
Los Angeles County Superior Court
judges. The compensation for each
is $223,829.
Ramiro Cisneros, 53, of Eastvale,
has served as a deputy public
defender at the Los Angeles County
Public Defender’s Office since
2001. He was an associate at Parker
Stanbury LLP from 1999 to 2001.
Studio City resident E. Carlos
Dominguez, 42, has been a deputy
attorney general at the California
Department of Justice, Office of the
Attorney General, since 2009. He
was an associate at Rutan & Tucker
LLP from 2005 to 2008. In 2021,
Dominguez served as a lecturer in
law at the University of Southern
California School of Law.
Benjamin Hernandez-Stern, 40,
of Washington, D.C., served as
counsel for the Committee on the
Judiciary, Subcommittee on Crime,
Terrorism and Homeland Security,
since 2019. He served as an attorney
in the Office of Justice Programs at
the U.S. Department of Justice,
Office for Civil Rights, from 2014 to
2019 and as special counsel in the
Office for Access to Justice at the

U.S. Department of Justice from
2016 to 2017.
Glendale resident Abraham
Meltzer, 55, had been a deputy chief
at the U.S. Attorney's Office for the
Central District of California since
2018, where he has also served as an
assistant U.S. attorney since 2004.
He served as counsel at the
California State University, Office
of General Counsel, from 2000 to
2004 and an associate at Irell &
Manella LLP from 1997 to 2000.
Reginald Neal, 54, of View ParkWindsor Hills, has served as a
deputy district attorney at the Los
Angeles County District Attorney's
Office since 2008. He served as a
deputy attorney at the California
Department of Transportation from
2006 to 2008 and was an associate
insurance compliance officer at the
California Department of Insurance
from 2001 to 2005.
Tara Newman, 46, of Pasadena,
was a deputy attorney general at the
California Department of Justice,
Office of the Attorney General,
since 2008. She was a sole practitioner from 2006 to 2008 and an
associate at Ivie McNeill & Wyatt
from 2003 to 2006.
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Board president Marcus calls for investigation
From page 1
City Clerk’s Office.
The city of Beverly Hills confirmed receipt of the complaint but
deferred questions to the school
district. Representatives of BHUSD
declined to comment.
A spokesperson for the district
attorney’s office said the complaint
was received and is under review.
The secretary of state and county
office of education did not respond
to media inquiries by deadline.
The complaint alleges that
Walker-Shuman moved from
California to Pennsylvania in
August. The photos of the moving
truck are dated Aug. 5.
In a statement, BHUSD Board of
Education President Rachelle
Marcus said she has requested that
the district’s legal counsel launch a
“full investigation” into WalkerShuman’s residency status.
“Regardless of the parallel investigations by other legal entities, I
believe that the full school board,
aside from Mrs. Walker-Shuman,
who would be required to recuse
herself, will eventually have to
address this matter, after a full
investigation has been completed,”
the statement reads. “Each individual board member, as an elected
official, has a fiduciary responsibility to uphold the law. Personally, I
believe that Mrs. Walker-Shuman,
as an elected official, must fully
address her residency status and be
truthful and transparent considering
the numerous and detailed allegations contained in the complaint.”
Walker-Shuman said a single
board member cannot direct district
counsel, though she hopes the
board opts to investigate.
“I would welcome an opportunity to demonstrate that I fully meet
the defined standard for residency

of the state of California and the
city of Beverly Hills,” she said.
The board vice president shared a
copy of her California driver’s
license and her absentee ballot,
which is addressed to a property
listed in the complaint. According
to the complaint, the address listed
is for a home that belongs to her
mother and stepfather and is a
“facade” to maintain a presence in
the city.

“...they are
perfectly OK
using my
children, my
family and the
most difficult
moments of my
life as fodder for
a smear
campaign.”
Tristen Walker-Shuman
BHUSD vice president

“As far as I’m concerned, I’m not
going to speak to the status of my
family, because that’s nobody’s
business. I remain a resident of
Beverly Hills, and I will continue to
serve the students and the community of BHUSD,” Walker-Shuman
said. “I hope there is an investigation, because I would love for my
name to be cleared of these allegations. I am on solid legal footing.
So, I’m not really concerned.”
The school board member surmised that the complaint is a
spillover from her call for the district to abide by Los Angeles

County Department of Public
Health orders. Walker-Shuman
said she was harassed and verbally
attacked afterward.
“That turned into a lot of really
petty name calling, badgering,
harassing threats of recall,”
Walker-Shuman added. “So, I took
a fairly active role in sharing that
information, sharing those allegations.”
She said the allegations lobbed
at her are a “political hit job” by
individuals who are “so morally
bankrupt that they are perfectly OK
using my children, my family and
the most difficult moments of my
life as fodder for a smear campaign.”
“I continue to reside in Beverly
Hills,” Walker-Shuman added.
“The alleged complaint was made
anonymously, clearly an attempt to
shield the author or authors from
litigation for defamation, libel and
slander. That alone should cause
any thinking person to question the
information.”
Walker-Shuman said she has
enjoyed her time on the board thus
far, even though it has been taxing.
She specifically referenced the district’s handling of COVID-19 and
its school reconfiguration efforts.
“We’ve navigated several backto-back crises – difficult, challenging environments – and it still is
difficult and challenging,” she said.
“But even with the change on the
board … I think we’re unified in all
of the decisions that we’ve made
about reconfiguration and about
COVID and when to close the
schools and how to adapt to the
COVID environment. …So I think
we’ve had a very strong board. I
think we’ve made a lot of really
good changes.”

Greystone Demonstration Garden releases schedule
The Greystone Demonstration
Garden, located on the southwest
corner of Greystone Park, has
recently announced its fall 2021
garden class schedule. Garden
instructor George Pessin will be
teaching via Zoom and through outdoor, in-person classes at the park.
“How to Grow a Winter
Vegetable Garden” teaches participants how to take advantage of
Southern California’s mild winters
by growing an edible vegetable garden in their backyard or container.
Learn which plants do best during
the cool winter months and take
away valuable tips for winter plant
maintenance including fertilizing,
irrigation, mulching, and harvesting.
In-person lessons will be held

from 10 to 11:30 a.m. on Sunday,
Sept. 19. The cost is $15 ($12 for
Beverly Hills residents). The virtual
lessons will be held from 10 to 11
a.m. on Sept. 23 and are free.
“How to Deal with Insects, Pests
and Disease in a Backyard Garden”
will include planning, barriers,
traps, biological controls and
organic pesticides. The in-person
event will be held on the morning
of Oct. 3, and the virtual lesson will
be held on Sept. 30.
Additional fall lessons, which
will run through December, will be
“Start an Herb Garden or Expand
an Existing One,” “Sundays in the
Park with Master Gardener George
Pessin,” “Holiday Gifts from the
Garden” and a two-week children’s
gardening class.

Assemblyman Bloom’s bills advance
The California Legislature on
Sept. 2 approved Assembly Bill
721, authored by Assemblyman
Richard Bloom (D-Santa Monica),
to invalidate vestiges of discrimination in housing covenants. It would
provide property owners with a
process to remove exclusionary
language in housing deeds to allow
for more affordable and supportive
housing.
Until the mid-20th century,
racially restrictive covenants were
a tool used to bar communities of
color from inhabiting certain neighborhoods. While court decisions
and the California Legislature have
nullified racial restrictions in hous-

ing deeds, density restrictions in the
same deeds remain enforceable and
have the practical effect of redlining neighborhoods. Limits on the
size and the number of units that
can be built on a property act as
clear barriers to the development of
affordable and supportive housing.
AB 721 would clarify that density restrictions in private covenants
cannot be used to curtail an affordable or supportive housing development that is otherwise consistent
with local zoning. The measure
proposes that a property owner who
commits to building 100% affordable units for lower income households may build as many units as
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West Hollywood’s Halloween Carnaval is one of the city’s biggest
events.

Carnaval generates millions
From page 1
cellation, she said, could help
businesses ensure safety while
celebrating the holiday on their
own.
“Right now, businesses have
certain limitations within their
space, whether it’s masking and
social distancing protocols or
vaccination mandates,” Morill
said. “So, if they are able to manage these limitations by having a
tamped down Halloween event
on their own, they could still
maintain a good night of revenue.”
Rather than the city-hosted
event, Morrill encouraged businesses to create their own
Halloween programming to drive
traffic, a tactic that proved successful during Pride month.
“If we want to bring more people to our businesses, they can
program their space with a
Halloween menu, entertainment

and decorations,” she said.
“Anything we can do to try to
stay current and vibrant and welcome everyone to our businesses
will help.”
Restaurants and entertainment
venues in West Hollywood will
be open for business on
Halloween in adherence to Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health protocols, which
require the use of masks while
inside public settings.
The city of West Hollywood
urges community members to
limit in-person gatherings on
Halloween. Activities that
encourage virtual participation or
social distancing are suggested.
City staff recommended online
parties,
drive-by
events,
Halloween movie nights at drivein theaters, Halloween-themed
meals at outdoor restaurants and
carving pumpkins at home.

County health officials visit schools

photo courtesy of the Greystone Demonstration
Garden

An heirloom cauliflower called
Purple of Sicily grows at
Greystone Park.

For information, visit beverlyhills.org/gardening. Greystone Park
is located at 905 Loma Vista Drive,
Beverly Hills.
the local zoning code and land use
laws would allow.
AB 721 is headed to the governor’s desk for his signature.
Additionally, the California State
Senate on Sept. 1 approved
Assembly Bill 1282, the California
Pet Blood Bank Modernization
Act, authored by Bloom, Senate
Republican Leader Scott Wilk (RSanta Clarita) and others.
AB 1282 seeks to address both
the shortage of animal blood for
veterinary transfusion medicine
and the practice of requiring blood
to come from captive closed colony
blood banks in California.
The 37-1 vote sends AB 1282
back to the Assembly for one final
concurrence vote before it goes to
Newsom’s desk.

The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health’s
School Technical Assistance teams
are reaching out to schools proactively to assess COVID-19 preventive readiness and advise on
options for improvement.
During recent visits, STAT educators found that schools with significant safety enhancements have
broad support within the school
community for promoting and
implementing masking guidance.
They also have symptom prescreening tools that allow for early
detection of sick students, consistent COVID-19 screening testing
programs and signage campuswide to remind staff and students
about safety, masking, distancing
and sanitation.
Meanwhile, areas for improvement at many schools included preventing crowded situations, creating safety compliance teams, identifying space to use as isolation
rooms and implementing mealtime-specific prevention strategies.
Additionally, teams noted the
potential for improved communication with parents and faculty
about testing and vaccination
opportunities and case identification and contact tracing requirements. Many schools would also
benefit from more signage, updated
reopening protocols and sharing
those protocols with the entire
school community, and increased
disinfection in shared spaces.
The teams plan to add additional
support to schools to assist with

contact tracing and appropriate
quarantining of students and staff.
They will send county staff to
schools that identify large numbers
of exposed students to help manage
quarantining of students and staff,
recognizing how stressful and disruptive quarantining is to a stable
learning environment and to parents and caregivers.
In school settings countywide
over the week of Aug. 16 through
22, 3,186 new cases were reported,
many from the Los Angeles
Unified School District, where
everyone is tested weekly. The
overwhelming majority of school
sites with cases reported only one
case. However, 15 LAUSD and 48
other school sites reported 2 cases,
and 84 LAUSD and 39 other
school sites reported 3 or more
cases.
Of the 14 school outbreaks that
occurred in August, half were associated with school sports.
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

HELP WANTED

Looking for an experienced office assistant to join our team! The Beverly Press
and Park Labrea News are well-established weekly newspapers covering
hard news for Beverly Hills, West
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles.
Administrative assistant duties include
letters, emails, filing, light bookkeeping,
mailing lists/mail merge. General assistant to the publishers. Compensation
negotiable. Email resume to
michael@beverlypress.com

Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIGN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
s
e
Pric

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER
• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

Spices • Blooms
Baskets
Special Occasion Flowers
Signature Spice
Coastal Mediterranean
Blend
Fiesta Blend
Steak & Burger Blend
The Italian One
Sunday Supper
emilyjilgco.com
a lifestyle brand

1. Letter ender?
4. King or jet
8. Fore-and-aft sail
14. Yellowfin tuna
15. Gumbo goody
16. Iroquois tribe
17. Child of your unc
18. School sound
19. End a phone call
20. Singers of a kind
23. “___, Baker, Charlie”
24. Hoisted, as a sail
25. Someone who provokes
29. Outside dining area
34. NYSE banner events
36. Jewish mo.
37. It’s difficult to figure out
44. Mayberry man
45. Pack down
46. Titled again
50. Narrow strip of land bordered by water
on both sides
55. Linear
57. Macbeth's burial place
58. Where to see Yanni or Chic Corea
63. Time to spare
65. U.S. coin word
66. “___ the Season”
67. Tell
68. Actor, Gooding
69. Party time, maybe

70. Sylph-like
71. “Magnet and Steel” singer Walter
72. ___ Moines Register
Down
1. Video game
2. One of the friends on “Friends”
3. Steakhouse sound
4. Timber wolf
5. Manages, with “out”
6. “Alice's Restaurant” singer ___ Guthrie
7. ''The Honeymooners'' character
8. Southwest desert that includes Death
Valley
9. A little more silly
10. Paradoxical Greek
11. Turns sharply
12. College internet address ending
13. Time out?
21. Last letter, in London
22. Spoil
26. Rapper prefix
27. Prefix with dermis
28. Actor-director Howard
30. Southern soldier
31. “___ for one and one for __” Three
Musketeers cry
32. Ball director
33. Shade tree
35. Military rank, abbr.
37. ___ favor (please, in Spanish)
38. Colorado natives

39. Californian wine, popularly
40. Actress Gabor's first name(s)
41. ____ gow poker
42. Classified abbr.
43. Be decisive
47. “The Impresario” composer
48. Pepsin, e.g.
49. Dict. offering
51. Immune system virus
52. Ditched a castle
53. Have a day over again?

54. Disrespects
56. Low card in poker
58. Spanish chief
59. Gone from the company, maybe
60. Cozy
61. Big brass
62. Model who wed David Bowie
63. Calais lily
64. Postal delivery, abbr.
answers on page 22
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