
The Beverly Hills Unified 
School District Board of 
Education on Sept. 28 unani-
mously voted to appoint a school 
board member to replace Vice 
President Tristen Walker-
Shuman, who announced her res-
ignation on Sept. 22 amid ques-
tions about her residency status.  

Legal counsel Jabari Willis said 
that, by law, the board had two 
options: make a provisional 
appointment within 60 days, or 
order a special election at district 
expense. If the board fails to take 
action within 60 days, the county 
superintendent of schools, Debra 
Duardo, would be required to 
order a special election, he said.   

Board member Noah Margo 
said a special election, which 
would likely be held in April, 

could cost the district between 
$200,000 and $400,000 based on 
costs BHUSD incurred in previ-
ous elections. Willis said the esti-
mated cost would be approxi-
mately $170,000.  

“If it were just costs, that would 
be one thing,” Margo said. “But 
the other thing is time of service. 
To spend that much money and 
then have candidates spend a lot 
of money for [seven] months of 
service is not, as Spock would 
say, logical.”  

Willis said the appointee must 
be 18 years of age, a resident of 
the school district and a registered 
voter. The individual cannot be an 
employee of the district; however, 
an employee can be appointed if 
they resign from their position 
before taking office, he said.   

Willis also listed some “best 
practices” for the board to consid-
er during the interview and appli-
cation process, which included 
soliciting applications through 
local media. He said the board is 

Crime prevention in the Melrose 
District is making headway with 
more deployments by the Los 
Angeles Police Department and a 
plan to install cameras on private 
property.  

On Sept. 15, the Los Angeles City 
Council approved a motion by 
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th 
District, to provide $30,000 to cover 
overtime costs for police personnel 
that have been deployed to the 
Melrose District for crime suppres-
sion. The allocation was part of 
$80,000 in total that will be provided 
to the four police divisions in the 5th 

District. Koretz previously used dis-
cretionary funds from his office for 
police officer overtime in the area 
last spring and plans to seek more 
funds in the future as necessary.  

“I support any ideas that can help 
improve safety on Melrose,” Koretz 
said. “The LAPD is stretched thin 
and is providing enormous amounts 
of extra resources. We are literally 
doing everything we can think of to 
make the Melrose area safer.”  

Capt. Sonia Monico, command-
ing officer of the LAPD’s Wilshire 
Division, said the department has 
used a comprehensive strategy to 
address crime in the area and has 

See Melrose page 21

By edwin folven                 

The effort to remove Los Angeles 
City Councilwoman Nithya 
Raman, 4th District, has failed to 
gather enough signatures to force a 
special election, proponents of the 
measure have announced.  

CD4 for CD4 recall campaign 
spokesperson Susan Collins said it 
had become clear to organizers that 
they were not going to garner the 
27,405 signatures needed by Nov. 
4, the city’s petition deadline.  

“We can’t, in good conscience, 
keep asking people to donate and 
asking people to stand in 102-, 103-
degree heat if we don’t know that 
we’re going to cross the finish 
line,” she said. “That’s really where 
we drew the line.”   

Campaign organizers cited diffi-
culties acquiring signatures with 
COVID-19 infection rates increas-
ing. They also encountered voter 
apathy, with many residents not 
knowing who Raman is or why 
they should care, according to the 
announcement.   

While the campaign has been 
“paused,” Collins said organizers 
will continue to build on the foun-
dation they created. She said work-
ing with the diverse group, com-
prised of individuals throughout the 
district, has been “incredibly” 
rewarding.  

“We are going to continue to 
monitor the motions that she brings 
forth, and we’re going to continue 
to … make certain that people are 
represented in a way that they 

should be, in a way that they’re ask-
ing for,” Collins added.   

Representatives of Raman 
declined an interview on Sept. 27 
and instead issued a statement, in 
which Raman denounced the 
“recall fever” that has “run ram-
pant” in California at the expense of 
taxpayers. She referred to the 
process as “fundamentally unde-
mocratic” and said the recall effort 
has not stifled the work of the coun-

Ahead of the state’s eviction 
moratorium end date of Sept. 30, 
local municipalities implemented 
measures to protect tenants who 
are suffering hardships due to 
COVID-19.   

On Sept. 28, the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors 
voted to extend its eviction mora-
torium for commercial tenants 
through Jan. 31. However, the 
county could not give the same 
protections to residential 
tenants.   

In compliance with current state 
law, L.A. County does not have 
the authority to extend non-pay-
ment of rent protection to residen-
tial tenants. That authority lies 
with the state.   

However, Supervisor Hilda 
Solis, 1st District, said the coun-
ty’s motion extends previously 
enacted county protections against 
tenant harassment and retaliation, 
which are intended to give renters 
defense against wrongful evic-
tions.   

Still, she said residents should 

seek state financial help when 
applicable while the county 
searches for new ways to stabilize 
households. The state has $541 
million in federal COVID-19 
relief funding, of which approxi-
mately $300 million has already 
been distributed.  

“Los Angeles County’s tempo-
rary tenant emergency protections 
have served as a safety net for 
both residential and commercial 
renters of the same communities 

that have been hardest hit by the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” Solis said. 
“That is why we must continue to 
provide protections for those who 
are struggling to pay rent and on 
the verge of falling into homeless-
ness.”   

City leaders throughout the 
county echoed that sentiment as 
they either enacted or upheld 
moratoria that ensures protection 
for renters.   
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Los Angeles City Councilwoman Nithya Raman, 4th District, center, said 
“recall fever” has run amok in California. 

n Community continues to combat violent crimes
California eviction moratorium ends  

Campaign to recall Nithya Raman fails

More resources for Melrose

School board may appoint 
Walker-Shuman substitute

By Brynn mechem                 
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Keep LA Housed held several rallies in front of the Kenneth Hahn Hall 
of Administration to demand the L.A. County Board of Supervisors 
extend eviction protections.  

See Cities page 21

By AAron Blevins                 

See Campaign page 22
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Additional LAPD overtime has been funded and approved, and a surveil-
lance camera initiative has begun in the Melrose District. 

n Cities respond to 
support commercial 
and residential tenants

n Special election 
could still determine 
new board member

By AAron Blevins                 

https://dordicklaw.com


Mayor Eric Garcetti was joined 
on Sept. 27 by Councilmen Mitch 
O’Farrell, 13th District, and Paul 
Krekorian, 2nd District, to cele-
brate Los Angeles’ historic invest-
ment in a municipal solar energy 
and storage program.  

After $30 million was allocated 
for the program in the current fiscal 
year’s budget, the program was 
officially initiated in a motion co-
introduced last week by O’Farrell 
and Krekorian.  

Garcetti also capped off Climate 
Week 2021 by announcing that Los 
Angeles is signing onto the global 
C40 Renewable Energy 
Declaration, joining other cities 
around the world in advancing just 
and equitable energy transitions to 
combat the climate crisis.  

“This is a critical moment in the 
climate crisis, and we have to make 

sure city government is forging the 
path toward a clean energy future,” 
Garcetti said. “Los Angeles has one 
of the most ambitious green energy 
agendas in the world, and this com-
mitment to invest in more renew-
able energy in city buildings is the 
latest example of L.A. leading the 
way on the fight to curb climate 
change.”  

“We recently adopted the LA100 
goal of 100% renewable energy by 
2035, and I noted that this was not 
simply aspirational, but a work plan 
for a world in trouble,” O’Farrell 
said. “This unprecedented, coordi-
nated investment between the 
Department of Water and Power 
and many city agencies will trans-
form Los Angeles.”  

The O’Farrell-Krekorian motion 
instructs the city administrative 
officer and chief legislative analyst 
to report on recommendations for a 
sustainable, year-to-year municipal 
solar and storage program involv-
ing numerous city departments. 
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‘Lovett Or Leave It’  
B.J. Novak and Ashley Ray will be 
the guest stars for “Lovett Or Leave 
It: Live Or Else” on Thursday, Sept. 
30, at 8 p.m. at Cinelounge 
Outdoors. Join Jon Lovett and 
friends for a deep dive into what’s 
going on in the news. Novak is 
known for his work on “The Office” 
and “The Mindy Project,” and is the 
creator, writer and director of the 
new series “The Premise.” Ray is a 
comedy star of “TV, I Say” and 
appeared in the “Badass Black 
Women’s History Month Project.” 
Admission is $25. 1625 N. Las 
Palmas Ave. (323)924-1644, are-
nascreen.com.  
  

Versa-Style Dance 
Company  
Join the LA Philharmonic and the 
Versa-Style Dance Company for 
“Freemind Freestyle,” a perfor-
mance on Friday, Oct. 1, at 8 p.m. at 
the Ford Amphitheater. Versa-Style 
performs with an energetic fusion 
that draws from the diverse dance 
styles and communities of Los 
Angeles. Making its world premiere 
at the Ford, “Freemind Freestyle” is 
a largely improvised dance piece 
that explores 
the idea of free-
dom – what 
restricts it and 
how to break 
free. Danced to 
remixes of hip-
hop, classical 
and electronic 
music, the work calls upon each 
dancer to express the inner battle 
and personal experience of free-
dom. Tickets start at $15. 2580 
Cahuenga Blvd. East. theford.com.  
  

‘Premeditation’  
The Latino Theater Company has 
turned its world premiere produc-
tion of “Premeditation,” written by 
resident playwright Evelina 
Fernández, into a six-part audio the-
ater podcast that launches with its 
first two episodes on Friday, Oct. 1. 

Starring Fernandez and Latino 
Theater Company members Sal 
Lopez, Geoffrey Rivas and Lucy 
Rodriguez, “Premeditation” takes 
audiences on a 
n o i r - i n s p i r e d 
journey through 
the intricacies of 
marriage. The 
remaining four 
episodes will be 
released weekly 
on each Friday 
in October. latinotheaterco.org/pre-
meditation.  
  

Western film  
Film lovers won’t want to miss a 
screening of “The Silent Treatment: 
The Winning of Barbara Worth” on 
Saturday, Oct. 2, at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Autry Museum of the American 
West. The film is 
set in the early 
20th century 
with a plotline 
centered around 
the vast desert 
irrigation pro-
jects during the 
period and the 
unscrupulous developers who sup-
ported them. Based on a 1911 best-
selling novel. The movie features the 
first credited appearance of 
Academy Award-winning actor 
Gary Cooper.  The screening, 
which is included with $14 museum 
admission, will feature live musical 
accompaniment. 4700 Western 
Heritage Way. (323)667-2000, 
theautry.org.  
  

Angel City  
Jazz Festival  
Angel City Arts is holding the first 
weekend of its 14th annual Angel 
City Jazz Festival with the Corey 
Fogel Group and Amirtha 
Kidambi’s Elder Ones on Saturday, 
Oct. 2, at 8 p.m. at 2220 Arts + 
Archives. Fogel is a percussionist, 
composer and visual artist who per-
forms rock, jazz, folk and chamber 
music, as well as performance art 
and video. Kidambi is a composer, 

vocalist, scholar, educator, activist 
and organizer who leads the group 
the Elder Ones, which includes Max 
Jaffe on drums, Matt Nelson on 
soprano sax and electronics, and 
Eva Lawitts on bass. General admis-
sion is $25. 2220 Beverly Blvd. 
angelcityjazz.com.  
  

Art of Jenn Berger  
CMAY Gallery presents “Jenn 
Berger’s Stranger Friends,” a col-
lection of drawings and sculptures 
based on people the artist encoun-
ters by chance running from 
Saturday, Oct. 2, through Saturday, 
Nov. 6. Berger asks strangers if she 
may take their photograph in 
exchange for them becoming part of 
a drawing, then spends months 
drawing from the image. During the 
process, the artist begins to feel as if 
she knows each subject, a phenome-
non similar to social media in which 
a feeling of closeness develops 
despite having had little or no in-
person interactions with the subject. 
Shown together, the fragmented fig-
ures form an interconnected cast of 
characters. 5828 Wilshire Blvd. 
cmaygallery.com.  
  

Piano Spheres  
Piano Spheres welcomes jazz 
pianist and composer Paul Cornish 
for a performance on Tuesday, Oct. 
5, from 8 to 10 p.m. at the Colburn 
School’s Thayer Hall. Cornish is 
currently the pianist for the Herbie 
Hancock Institute of Jazz 
Performance. The concert will 
showcase Black American classical 
composers including Julia Perry, 
Florence Beatrice Price, Geri Allen, 
Mary Lou Williams and LaTasha 
Bundy. Tickets are $25. 200 S. 
Grand Ave. pianospheres.org.  
  

Lang Lang  
The Grammy Museum is hosting 
“An Evening With Lang Lang” on 
Wednesday, Oct. 6, from 7:30 to 9 
p.m. Virtuoso pianist Lang Lang 
will discuss his career and perform. 
Tickets are $45. 888 S. Figueroa St. 
grammymuseum.org/programs. 

CALENDAR

Shop and dine in Beverly Hills 
with ‘First Thursdays’ program

In an effort to energize the 
streets of Beverly Hills and 
attract residents and visitors to 
shop and dine locally, the city’s 
Next Beverly Hills Committee 
will kick off its new program 
“First Thursdays” from 7-9 p.m. 
on Oct. 7.  

“This program will bring 
vibrancy and vitality to our city, 
and I look forward to seeing it 
expand as a way to increase the 
visibility of Beverly Hills’ 
nightlife,” said Beverly Hills 
Mayor Bob Wunderlich.  

After the launch, “First 
Thursdays” will take place on 
the first Thursday of each month 
from 5-9 p.m.  

Participating businesses 
throughout Beverly Hills will 
offer incentives such as compli-
mentary items, discounted goods 
or services, extended happy 
hours or specialty menus.   

The city’s trolley, which sus-
pended its operations due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, will 
relaunch on Oct. 7 and will run 
continuously on “First 
Thursdays” evenings on a 40-
minute curated route.  

“I’m thrilled to see ‘First 
Thursdays’ come to life next 
week,” said Next Beverly Hills 
Committee Chair Noelle 
Freeman. “On behalf of the Next 
Beverly Hills Committee, I want 
to thank the City Council for its 
unanimous and enthusiastic sup-
port of this innovative idea and I 
want to thank all of our partners, 
businesses and city staff who are 
working to make this a reality 
and a success.   

“We invite our residents and 
all of our visitors to come and 
enjoy our businesses and our 
community on this First 
Thursday and every subsequent 
First Thursday. We look forward 
to seeing you there.”  

The City of Beverly Hills and 
Next BH will work closely with 
the Beverly Hills Chamber of 
Commerce throughout the dura-
tion of the “First Thursdays” 
program, scheduled through 
mid-2022.   

Businesses that wish to partic-
ipate can email nextbh@bever-
lyhills.org.  

For information, visit beverly-
hills.org/firstthursdays.   

photo courtesy of the 13th Council District office  

Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, fourth from left; Mayor Eric Garcetti, fourth 
from right; and Councilman Paul Krekorian, third from right, joined city 
department managers in announcing a new program to bring more solar 
energy to Los Angeles. 

Los Angeles City 
Councilmembers Paul Koretz, 
Nithya Raman, Bob Blumenfield, 
Mike Bonin and Monica Rodriguez 
called for tougher regulations and 
enforcement on Sept. 28 of the city’s 
home-sharing ordinance.  

The city officials also pledged to 
vote no on a vacation rental loophole 
currently being considered, warning 
that it could take 14,000 homes off 
the market and convert them into 
short-term rental units. A vote on 
vacation rentals is expected in the 
coming weeks.  

“The city’s home-sharing program 
has pulled thousands of much-need-
ed housing units off the market, 
adding to our already disastrous 
homeless problem, and has been 
beset by non-compliance, criminal 
activity and the destruction of once 
quiet single-family neighborhoods,” 
said Koretz, 5th District. “If we’re 
going to take home-sharing and its 
many challenges seriously, we need 
to provide the planning department 
with the resources necessary to effec-
tively enforce the ordinance, and this 
needs to be done before we start dig-
ging a deeper hole with a vacation 
rentals program. We currently 
require primary residency for a rea-
son.”  

“If the city is struggling to enforce 
the home-sharing ordinance we 
already have on the books, what 
makes us think we’re ready to put in 
place a new vacation rental ordi-
nance that, even when properly 
enforced, would allow almost 15,000 
additional units to be taken off the 
rental market and turned into 
Airbnbs,” added Raman, 4th District. 
“I pledge to vote no on the vacation 
rental loophole currently being con-
sidered.”  

The city estimates that since 2017, 
6,000 to 10,000 housing units have 
been removed from the rental market 
by owners and converted into short-
term rentals. Bonin was one of the 
main sponsors of the original home-
sharing ordinance approved in 2018 
to address a shortage of affordable 
housing. The ordinance strictly limits 
home-sharing to primary residences 
and requires hosts of short-term 
rentals to register for a permit. It also 
prohibits host platforms from pro-
cessing bookings for listings without 
a valid city home-sharing registration 
number. Housing advocates and 
UNITE HERE Local 11, a union 
representing more than 32,000 hos-
pitality workers, are also calling for 
stricter enforcement of the home-
sharing ordinance. 

Council members call for more 
regulations on home-sharing   

City leaders celebrate program 
to expand solar energy use



The Academy Museum will 
open its doors to the public for the 
first time on Sept. 30, welcoming 
guests who have purchased timed-
tickets into its galleries filled with 
exhibits, memorabilia and 
ephemera dedicated to the magic 
of movie-making.  

Los Angeles city and county 
officials will join museum admin-
istrators, members of the Academy 
of Motion Pictures Arts and 
Sciences and special guests at 9 
a.m. for a private ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and Tongva Native 
American land acknowledgment 

on the Walt Disney Company 
Piazza. Academy Museum director 
and president Bill Kramer will 
serve as master of ceremonies. 
Afterward, the museum will offi-
cially welcome its first guests.  

The opening ceremony will 
complete a week of special events 
at the museum, including preview 
days for members and an opening 
gala on Sept. 25. Co-chaired by 
Jason Blum, Ava Duvernay and 
Ryan Murphy, the star-studded 
gala raised more than $11 million 
for the museum. It honored writer, 
producer and director Haile 
Gerima, actress Sophia Loren and 
Academy Museum Campaign 
leaders Bob Iger, Annette Bening 
and Tom Hanks.   

Gerima received the inaugural 
Vantage Award for his work as a 
filmmaker contextualizing and 
challenging narratives around cin-

ema. Loren was given the first 
Visionary Award for her contribu-
tions advancing the art of cinema.  

Iger, Bening and Hanks were 
presented with Pillar Awards for 
their leadership in the Campaign 
for the Academy Museum, which 
raised $388 million. More than 
13,000 donors contributed, with 
the largest gift coming from Haim 
and Cheryl Saban, who donated 
$50 million. The Academy 
Museum’s primary building, a for-
mer May Company department 
store, was named the Saban 
Building in their honor.  

The Academy Museum features 
50,000 square feet of gallery space 
and includes the core exhibition 
“Stories of Cinema,” which 
explores all aspects of the history, 
arts and sciences of moviemaking. 
The museum’s first temporary 
exhibit, “Hayao Miyazaki,” is on 
display in the museum’s Marilyn 
and Jeffrey Katzenberg Gallery 
and pays tribute to the Japanese 
filmmaker’s life, career and work 
with Studio Ghibli.  

Other inaugural exhibits are 
“The Pixar Toy Story 3D 
Zoetrope,” “The Path to Cinema: 
Highlights from the Richard 
Balzer Collection” and 
“Backdrop: An Invisible Art.” 
Visitors can also experience the 
thrill of winning an Academy 
Award in the “The Oscars 
Experience,” where they will enter 
an immersive environment that 
simulates walking on stage at the 
Dolby Theatre and accepting an 
Oscar.  

The museum will also hold film 
screenings in the spherical 1,000-

seat David Geffen Theater, 
designed by architect Renzo 
Piano, and the 288-seat Ted Mann 
Theater, beginning on Sept. 30 
with a special presentation of “The 
Wizard of Oz” with live musical 
accompaniment. The museum’s 
Oscar Sundays and Family 
Matinee series will feature famous 
films spanning the history of the 
medium, and lectures and presen-
tations will be held in the two the-
aters. The museum is also planning 
ongoing educational programs and 
tours for schools. The opening fes-
tivities at the Academy Museum 
will conclude on Oct. 17 with a 
free community celebration from 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Tickets to the Academy 

Museum are available only 
through advance online reserva-
tions by visiting academymuse-
um.org/en/tickets, and by using the 
Academy Museum’s mobile app. 
General admission tickets are $25 
for adults, $19 for seniors 62 and 
older and $15 for students. 
Admission is free for guests 17 
and under. “The Oscars 
Experience” requires a separate 
$15 ticket.  

The Academy Museum is locat-
ed at 6067 Wilshire Blvd. For 
information, call (323)930-3000, 
or visit academymuseum.org. 
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Academy Museum director and president Bill Kramer, right, was joined by 
architect Renzo Piano, left, and actor Tom Hanks and his wife actress 
Rita Wilson at the museum’s opening gala on Sept. 25. 

Academy Museum opens to guests at last
n Exhibits, galleries, 
screenings and more 
await patrons

By edwin folven                 

Los Angeles City Attorney and 
2022 mayoral candidate Mike 
Feuer on Sept. 27 challenged can-
didates to a series of debates 
across the city, with the first 
debate focused on homelessness.  

“Voters deserve to know much 
more about who we are and what 
we stand for because in many 
ways their safety, livelihoods and 
quality of life depend on it,” Feuer 
said. “So, let’s debate. Let’s debate 
now and let’s debate often.”  

Feuer said it will be the first 
mayoral election in an even year 
with a long list of statewide and 
federal campaigns that could 

potentially divert attention away 
from the Los Angeles municipal 
election.  

“Let’s not let this race be decid-
ed by 30-second television ads or 
sound bites on social media,” 
Feuer added. “Let’s take a deep 
and substantive dive into every 
issue and let every voter from 
every neighborhood in Los 
Angeles ask us any question they 
want.  They deserve that right and 
we owe it to them to provide 
answers. The time to capture the 
attention of Los Angeles voters is 
now, before the melee of 2022 
begins.” 

Feuer calls for mayoral debates

http://beverlyhills.org/citymanager/committees/nextbeverlyhillscommittee/firstthursdays/web.jsp?NFR=1
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Two defendants from South Los 
Angeles pleaded guilty on Sept. 29 
to federal charges that they commit-
ted an armed robbery in March on 
the patio of the Il Pastaio restaurant 
in Beverly Hills.  

Malik Lamont Powell, 21, and 
Khai McGhee, 18, pleaded guilty to 
three felony counts of conspiracy to 
interfere with commerce by robbery, 
interference with commerce by rob-
bery, and using and discharging a 
firearm during a crime of violence.  

A third defendant, Marquise 
Anthony Gardon, 41, of South Los 
Angeles, pleaded guilty on Sept. 10 
to interference with commerce by 

robbery, as well as using and dis-
charging a firearm during a crime of 
violence.  

The three defendants are members 
of the Rollin’ 30s Crips street gang, 
federal authorities said. They drove 
to Beverly Hills on March 4 to com-
mit a robbery and searched for 
potential victims, according to court 
documents. They saw a man seated 
on the restaurant patio at 400 N. 
Canon Drive wearing a Richard 
Mille wristwatch valued at $500,000 
and decided to target him, prosecu-
tors said.  

The suspects confronted the vic-
tim at gunpoint and demanded the 
watch. The victim struggled with the 
suspects and the gun fired, striking a 
nearby female patron in the leg. The 
suspects fled, leaving the gun at the 
scene, prosecutors added. The 
female victim sustained a graze 
wound and has since recovered, 

police said.  
Authorities used witness state-

ments, security camera footage and 
DNA evidence to identify the sus-
pects. McGhee’s DNA was found on 
the victim’s clothing after the rob-
bery, police said. Beverly Hills 
Police Chief Dominick Rivetti and 
FBI officials announced the suspects 
had been arrested and charged on 
May 12.  

United States District Judge John 
F. Walter is scheduled to sentence 
Powell and McGhee on Feb. 14. 
Sentencing for Gardon, who police 
said drove the getaway vehicle, is 
scheduled on Nov. 29.  

The defendants face up to 20 years 
in federal prison for each of the rob-
bery charges. Because the gun was 
fired, the firearms charge carries a 
mandatory minimum sentence of 10 
years, and a statutory maximum sen-
tence of life in federal prison. 

Defendants plead guilty to Beverly Hills robbery 

Detectives with the Los Angeles 
Police Department’s West Traffic 
Division are searching for a driver 
who struck and killed a pedestrian 
on Sept. 27 on Crenshaw Boulevard 
near Ninth Street.  

The collision occurred at approxi-
mately 9:30 p.m. as the male pedes-
trian was crossing Crenshaw 
Boulevard outside of a marked 
crosswalk, said Detective Olin 
Osborne, of the Los Angeles Police 
Department’s West Traffic Division. 

A white Tesla sedan was traveling 
southbound on Crenshaw Boulevard 
and struck the victim, he added.  

Witnesses said the Tesla driver 
stopped briefly and exited his vehi-
cle before getting back in and dri-
ving south on Crenshaw Boulevard. 
The Tesla was last seen turning 
westbound onto Olympic 
Boulevard, Osborne added.  

“There is very little information 
other than that,” he said. “We are 
actively searching for the driver.”  

The victim was taken by para-
medics to a hospital, where he was 

pronounced dead. The victim’s 
name was not released pending noti-
fication of next of kin.  

Osborne said investigators are 
searching the neighborhood for 
security cameras and potential wit-
nesses. No description of the driver 
was provided.  

A reward of up to $50,000 is 
available for information leading to 
an arrest and conviction in fatal hit-
and-run cases. Anyone with infor-
mation is urged to call (213)473-
0234. During weekends and off-
hours, call (877)LAPD247.

Investigators seek tips to solve fatal hit-and-run 

Los Angeles County District 
Attorney George Gascón 
announced on Sept. 23 that a bill 
he sponsored protecting victims of 
domestic abuse, stalking, elder 
abuse and other crimes has been 
signed by Gov. Gavin Newsom. 

Assembly Bill 1281, authored 
by Assemblywoman Blanca E. 
Rubio (D-Baldwin Park), amended 
sections of the expungement laws 
so that a case dismissal does not 
automatically lead to the dismissal 
of an unexpired 10-year restrain-
ing order that would protect some-
one from being physically or sexu-
ally abused, threatened, stalked or 
harassed. 

“This bill plays a significant role 
in protecting some of our most 

vulnerable victims of violent 
crime,” Gascón said. “It’s crucial 
that victims do not suffer any fur-
ther trauma.” 

Previously, the law offered no 
protections regarding unexpired, 
10-year protective orders after a 
defendant’s case was dismissed 
following the completion of pro-
bation or camp for any crime, or 
after serving a non-probationary 
sentence for a misdemeanor 
offense. 

AB 1281 clarified that a case 
dismissal does not automatically 
release a defendant from the 
requirements of a protective order 
issued at the time of sentencing. 

The law become effective on 
Jan. 1.

D.A. applauds new law that keeps 
restraining orders in place 

Three male suspects were arrest-
ed on Sept. 26 and booked for 
allegedly committing robberies in 
West Hollywood and Beverly Hills, 
police said.  

Lt. Bill Moulder, with the West 
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station, said 
the first robbery occurred at 
approximately 1:15 a.m. in the 400 
block of North Robertson 
Boulevard, near Dorrington 
Avenue. A female victim told 
deputies that two men approached 
on foot, pointed a gun and stole her 
property, Moulder added. Due to 
the close proximity to other cities, 
West Hollywood deputies notified 
officers from the Beverly Hills and 
Los Angeles police departments 
and began searching for the sus-
pects.  

BHPD Capt. Max Subin said 
officers in Beverly Hills received a 
report of an attempted armed car-

jacking at approximately 1:22 a.m. 
near La Cienega Park, located 
southeast of the first crime scene. 
Police canvassed the surrounding 
area and pulled over a vehicle 
matching the description of a car 
used in the two crimes.  

BHPD officers notified West 
Hollywood deputies, who drove to  
the scene and arrested two of the 
suspects for the alleged robbery on 
Robertson Boulevard. A third man 
was arrested by BHPD officers for 
the attempted carjacking, Subin 
added.  

Moulder said the victim identi-
fied two suspects as being involved 
in the robbery in West Hollywood. 
A handgun allegedly used in the 
crimes and property belonging to 
the victim in West Hollywood was 
also recovered, he added.  

Anyone with information is 
urged to call the West Hollywood 
Sheriff’s Station at (310)855-8850, 
orf the BHPD at (310)550-4951. 

Suspects arrested for robberies in 
West Hollywood, Beverly Hills 

Firefighters extinguish blaze  
at vacant house in Hollywood 

photo by Edwin Folven 
Los Angeles Fire Department firefighters quickly extinguished a 

blaze on Sept. 26 in a vacant house at 5652 Fountain Ave. in 
Hollywood. The fire was reported at approximately 7 p.m. Smoke was 
emanating from the roof and flames had permeated the attic, LAFD 
spokesman Nicholas Prange said. Firefighters extinguished the blaze 
in approximately 30 minutes. No injuries were reported and no one 
was found on the premises. The cause of the fire remains under inves-
tigation. 

n Three gang members 
face lengthy prison  
sentences

By edwin folven                 

By edwin folven                 

By edwin folven                 
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 Mayor Eric Garcetti applaud-
ed a groundbreaking on Sept. 28 
for the Weingart Towers housing 
project, a two-phase develop-
ment in the Skid Row area down-
town that will provide housing 
and services to 382 people expe-
riencing homelessness.  

The project is the largest to 
date in Los Angeles funded by 
Proposition HHH, a $1.2 billion 
bond measure to construct hous-
ing for homeless individuals. It 
will provide more than three 
times the number of units than 
the next largest development 
funded by Proposition HHH.  

“Weingart Towers embodies 
everything we promised to 
Angelenos when they said yes on 
Proposition HHH and empow-
ered us to build these compre-
hensive solutions to homeless-
ness,” Garcetti said. “This devel-
opment is a clear marker of how 
far we’ve come in our mission to 
deliver the high-quality, perma-
nent supportive units that 
unhoused Angelenos urgently 
need and deserve, and is an extra-
ordinary example of the type of 
project that will make real 
progress in this crisis.”  

Phase one of the $160 million 
Weingart Towers project will cre-
ate 278 units of permanent sup-
portive housing. It is expected to 
be complete in 2023. Forty of the 
units will be exclusively for vet-
erans. The second phase of the 
project, located one block from 
phase one, will add another 104 
units and is projected to start con-
struction in summer 2022.   

Phase one of the Weingart 
Towers project received a $32 

million Proposition HHH award, 
and phase two received an addi-
tional $16 million. The remain-
der of the funding was provided 
by the Los Angeles County 
Development Corporation, 
Pacific Western Bank, an 
Affordable Housing and 
Sustainable Communities grant 
from the state of California, and 
4% Low Income Housing Tax 
Credit Equity. The project will 
also receive section 8 vouchers 
from the Housing Authority of 
the City of Los Angeles, and 
HUD-VASH vouchers for veter-
ans.  

“Weingart Tower One is a ful-
fillment of the promise we made 
to our unhoused neighbors to 
provide more places that they can 
call home,” said Councilman 
Mark Ridley-Thomas, 10th 
District. “Homes end homeless-
ness, and every Angeleno has a 
right to a roof, not a sidewalk or 
park bench. This tower is a great 
example of how the county and 
city of Los Angeles can work 
together to provide quality hous-
ing. If we wish to address the 
homeless and housing crises in 
Los Angeles, we must continue 
to collaborate and build more and 
more projects like this one in 
every corner of our city.”  

Since Proposition HHH was 
approved by voters in 2016, 41 
permanent supportive and afford-
able housing projects with more 
than 2,600 apartments have 
opened. Fifty-eight permanent 
supportive and affordable hous-
ing projects with more than 3,500 
apartments are currently under 
construction. 

Work begins on housing project 
to address homelessness  

photo courtesy of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti’s Office 

Mayor Eric Garcetti applauded the Weingart Towers for creating per-
manent housing for people experiencing homelessness.

The Wallis Annenberg Center for 
the Performing Arts’ first artistic 
director, Paul Crewes, will step 
down from his position at the end of 
the year and transition to a new role 
as artistic advisor for the balance of 
The Wallis’ 2021-2022 season, 
board chairman Michael Nemeroff 
announced.  

Crewes, who has served the cen-
ter since 2015, will return to his 
native England to attend to family 
commitments.  

“Paul Crewes has had an indeli-
ble impact on The Wallis, shaping 
its artistic mission and fostering 
new work on our stages while 
championing both established and 
emerging artists across genres,” 
Nemeroff said. “The Wallis has 
benefitted beyond measure from his 
artistic guidance, staunch support 
and deeply-felt passion. His vision-
ary leadership has helped position 
The Wallis as one of the country’s 
preeminent performing arts venues 
and has also helped bring attention 
to L.A.’s own deep pool of astound-
ing artists.”  

Among Crewes’ signature contri-
butions to The Wallis are those 
made through his theater program-

ming. During his tenure, he has also 
transformed The Wallis into one of 
the country’s leading dance presen-
ters, showcasing dozens of world 
premiere works and providing a 
home for a diverse range of dance 
artists.   

Crewes established a partnership 
with Film Independent Presents for 
a diverse series of events that 
reunited original cast members 
from “Breaking Away,” reimagined 
“When Harry Met Sally” with an 
Asian-American cast and reunited 
the cast of HBO’s “Deadwood.”  

“It has been a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to serve as artistic 
director of The Wallis,” Crewes 
said. “The organization’s board, 
staff, supporters and audiences 
have afforded me an extraordinary 
opportunity to think big, push 
boundaries, and help advance new 
artistic ideas and perspectives – all 
in a world class, state-of-the-art 
venue in the heart of Beverly Hills. 
It’s certainly not easy to step away 
from a job I love, but family consid-
erations are taking me back to 
England. I’ve chosen to announce 
my departure now to ensure that 
The Wallis has ample time to eval-

uate next steps. When I assume the 
role of artistic advisor in January, 
I’ll be working closely with Wallis 
staff to make sure the artistic ele-
ments put in place for the 2021-
2022 season, which is now fully 
programmed, continue running 
smoothly.” 

Crewes plans to step down as The Wallis’ artistic director 

Weekly COVID-19 testing will 
begin on Oct. 15 for Beverly Hills 
Unified School District students 
following the unanimous approval 
of a testing program by the district’s 
Board of Education on Sept. 28.   

According to the policy, unvacci-
nated students will be tested once 
per week until further notice, and a 
random sampling of vaccinated stu-
dents will be tested weekly. 
Symptomatic students or those who 
have had close contact with an indi-
vidual who has COVID-19 will be 
tested regardless of vaccination sta-
tus.   

“I think this is a vital step in not 
just further protecting our children, 
but, as we hit the fall and winter 
seasons, to head off at the pass the 
possibility that we may have to 
close a school,” board member 
Noah Margo said. “And I think 
people need to be reminded occa-
sionally that in our small district, it 
does not take much to shut down a 
school, let alone a district.”  

Margo’s fellow board members 
agreed and called for eligible com-
munity members to get vaccinated.   

“That’s the only way we’re going 
to be able to control this,” Board 
President Rachelle Marcus said.  

As of Sept. 29, the school district 
had nine active cases – seven stu-
dents and two staff members, 

according to the BHUSD COVID-
19 dashboard. For the school year, 
it has had 33 cases among students 
and staff.   

“This is a real tribute to our com-
munity and the things that you’re 
doing at home, the things that our 
teachers are doing … to help with 
the layers of protection,” BHUSD 
Superintendent Michael Bregy 
said. “And we’re just so thankful 
that we’re in the place that we are, 
because we have among the lowest 
positive cases in the entire county.”  

He referenced a recent produc-
tion of “You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown” at Horace Mann 
Elementary School, where he 
thought he was “going to be in 
charge of mask patrol.”   

“I didn’t have to do that,” Bregy 
said. “The parents were amazing. 
They went beyond the expectations 
that we had.”  

Prior to the vote, the superinten-
dent discussed the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public 
Health’s recently-revised health 
officer order, which he said allows 
students who have had close con-
tact with someone who has tested 
positive for COVID-19 to immedi-
ately return to school with proof of 
vaccination.   

Bregy also referenced the health 
department’s modified quarantine 
protocols, which allow asympto-
matic students who were exposed 
to continue in-person learning if 
certain criteria are met. For exam-
ple, the exposure must have been in 

a school setting where students are 
supervised.  

“That is the most significant shift 
in all the L.A. County Department 
of Public Health protocols in the 
last 18 months,” he added. “Having 
students that have been exposed to 
the virus – [who] obviously have a 
higher risk transmitting COVID-19 
than students that do not – and 
allowing these students back on 
your campus raises the responsibil-
ity for all of our staff to ensure that 
these rules are followed.”  

Bregy said modified quarantine 
students must be supervised inside 
and outside the classroom, “which 
puts us in a difficult situation if a 
teacher doesn’t know every student 
in the school.”   

He said some school districts 
have declined to offer modified 
quarantine; however, Beverly Hills 
is among 16 districts to move for-
ward with the revised health order.   

“So far, we have not had any 
families say no to modified quaran-
tine,” Bregy said. “But with that 
comes additional things that we 
need to do to ensure that our stu-
dents are following these expecta-
tions.”  

As for testing, he said the pro-
gram is driven by data and will con-
tinue to grow and change.   

During public comment, at least 
one resident called for in-person 
meetings to resume. However, the 
board approved a resolution on 
Tuesday that stated virtual meetings 
will resume indefinitely.  

BHUSD board approves testing program 
n Superintendent touts 
low positivity rate

By AAron Blevins                 
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Wallis Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts artistic director 
Paul Crewes will become an advi-
sor for the venue.  
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Josh Flagg and husband Bobby 
Boyd, stars of “Million Dollar 
Listing Los Angeles,” hosted 120 
people at a fundraiser on Sept. 24 at 
their Beverly Hills home benefit-
ting Project Angel Food.  

Flagg and his longtime friend 
Melissa Rivers co-emceed the 
event, with singer-songwriter 
Taylor Dayne performing some of 
her greatest hits. Flagg had original-
ly offered dinner at his house as an 
auction item at a Project Angel 
Food fundraiser in March 2019. 
The $1,000-per-plate dinner was 
delayed due to a home remodel, 
then postponed due to COVID-19.  

“Two and a half years later, din-
ner is finally served,” Flagg joked.  

Project Angel Food prepares and 
delivers more than 1 million med-
ically tailored meals each year to 
people living with critical illnesses. 
The agency was founded in 1989 in 
response to the AIDS crisis, and 
currently serves more than 2,400 
people each day.  

“It is good to be back together in 
person with people who love 
Project Angel Food and who we are 
meeting for the first time,” Project 

Angel Food Executive Director 
Richard Ayoub said.  

“Million Dollar Listing Los 
Angeles” co-stars Josh and Heather 
Altman, and David and Adrian 
Parnes, also attended the fundraiser 
with interior designer and 
SiriusXM host Jeff Lewis, Dr. 
Drew Pinsky, Adrienne Maloof, 
author Carol Higgins Clark, entre-

preneur Nikki Haskell and actor 
Gregory Zarian. Project Angel 
Food board of directors’ members 
Takashi Cheng, Steven Entezari 
and Rodney Gould joined the fes-
tivities.  

The event was sponsored by 
Retrouvé and GEARYS Beverly 
Hills. For information, visit 
angelfood.org.

Private fundraiser benefits Project Angel Food 

photo courtesy of Project Angel Food  

Project Angel Food Executive Director Richard Ayoub, left, joined singer-
songwriter Taylor Dayne, host Melissa Rivers, Josh Flagg and husband 
Bobby Boyd at a benefit at Flagg and Boyd’s Beverly Hills home. 

U.S. Rep. Karen Bass (D-Calif.), 
who has represented California’s 
37th Congressional District since 
2011, announced on Sept. 27 that she 
is running for mayor of Los Angeles 
in the 2022 election.  

Bass joined a field of candidates 
that includes Los Angeles City 
Attorney Mike Feuer, City 
Councilmen Joe Buscaino and Kevin 
De Leon, and downtown business 
leader Jessica Lall, president and 
CEO of the Central City Association 
of Los Angeles. Real estate develop-
er Rick Caruso, owner of The Grove 
and several other Los Angeles-area 
retail properties, and former Los 
Angeles Unified School District 
Superintendent Austin Beutner are 
also considering a campaign for 
mayor in 2022.  

“Our city is facing a public health, 
safety and economic crisis in home-
lessness that has evolved into a 
humanitarian emergency. I’ve spent 
my entire life bringing groups of 
people together in coalitions to solve 
complex problems and produce con-
crete change – especially in times of 
crisis,” Bass said in a statement. “Los 
Angeles is my home. With my whole 
heart, I’m ready. Let’s do this – 
together.”  

The congresswoman’s 
spokesman, Zach Seidl, said on Sept. 
27 that Bass was not immediately 
available for an interview. Bass is 
currently serving her sixth term in 
Congress after last being reelected in 
November 2020. She serves on the 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and is chair of the Subcommittee on 
Africa, Global Health and Global 
Human Rights. Bass also serves on 
the House Judiciary Subcommittee 
on Crime and Terrorism, and was 
chair of the Congressional Black 
Caucus in 2019 and 2020.  

Bass cited homelessness as a pri-
mary reason for running for mayor in 
a statement on her campaign web-
site, saying it has led to a “a full-
blown humanitarian emergency.” 
Bass said a comprehensive approach 
that addresses affordable housing, 
health care, access to jobs and sub-
stance abuse counseling is needed.  

The campaign website also cites 
Bass’ work in community building 
as an asset in solving the city’s myr-
iad problems. In 1990, she founded 
the Community Coalition, a social 
justice organization in South Los 
Angeles that empowers members of 
the Black and Latino communities to 
address substance abuse, poverty and 
crime. Bass also cited her work in 

supporting children in foster care as 
founder of the National Foster Youth 
Institute.  

Prior to being elected to Congress, 
Bass served six years in the 
California State Assembly. In 2008, 
she became the first Black woman to 
serve as speaker of any state legisla-
ture in the United States. 

Bass enters 2022 race for 
mayor of Los Angeles  

photo courtesy of Karen Bass for mayor  

U.S. Rep. Karen Bass 

COVID-19  
testing site 
opens at 
Beverly Center

Covid Clinic has opened a 
COVID-19 testing site in the 
Beverly Center parking lot.  

Covid Clinic offers drive-thru 
testing using the rapid antibody, 
rapid antigen, expedited PCR and 
antigen/flu combination tests. Free 
expedited PCR tests are available in 
1-2 days.  Founded by Dr. Matthew 
Abinante, Covid Clinic is a non-
profit offering access to testing.  

The Beverly Center is located at 
8500 Beverly Blvd. For informa-
tion, visit covidclinic.org.  

By edwin folven                 

https://www.alltimemaintenance.com


The Los Angeles City Council on 
Sept. 28 elected Councilman Mitch 
O’Farrell as president pro tempore, 
replacing Councilman Joe Buscaino, 
who is running for mayor of Los 
Angeles in 2022.  

Council President Nury Martinez, 
6th District, introduced a motion on 
Sept. 21 calling for Buscaino to step 
down as president pro tempore and 
to be replaced by O’Farrell, 13th 
District. Before the council voted on 
the measure, Buscaino agreed to 
vacate his leadership position 
because of his mayoral campaign.  

Buscaino will remain on the City 
Council representing the 15th 
District. O’Farrell will become 
council president pro tempore on 
Oct. 1.  

“I am grateful and honored to 
have earned the confidence of my 
colleagues to serve as the president 
pro tempore of the Los Angeles City 
Council,” O’Farrell said. “I especial-
ly want to thank Council President 
Nury Martinez for her vision and 
leadership in the face of the unprece-
dented challenges of the last 19 
months. This council has boldly 
responded to COVID-19 by advanc-

ing the nation’s strongest eviction 
moratorium, the nation’s largest 
municipal rental relief program, hero 
pay for grocery workers and any 
number of innovative protections to 
help Los Angeles persevere through 
the toughest of times.”  

O’Farrell also said his focus will 
remain on constituents of his district 
and all residents of Los Angeles.  

“My involvement in public ser-
vice began as a local neighborhood 
volunteer, fighting for resources and 
services that were lacking in my 
Glassell Park neighborhood. It’s a 
perspective that informs my 
approach to governing and setting 
policy,” O’Farrell added. “I’ve 
brought these experiences with me 
to work every step of the way in 
local government, as a staffer, as a 
council member, and I’ll do the 
same as president pro tempore. We 
need to continually demand more 
from City Hall, and from ourselves.”  

O’Farrell will be the first Native 
American to serve in the council 
leadership position.  

“I’m a gay man who grew up in a 
working-class household and am 
Los Angeles’ first Native American 

city council member, and now, our 
first Native American president pro 
tempore,” he said. “It’s been a long 
journey from there to here, but my 
life experience has taught me that 
enormous odds can be overcome 
through passion and persistence. To 
every Angeleno who is struggling or 
looking for more from City Hall, we 
are here to help. I am here to help, 
and I am at your service to ensure 
that we collectively and fearlessly 
address the many challenges facing 
our great city.” 
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O’Farrell elected as council president pro tempore 

Another residential development 
could be on its way to the intersec-
tion of Fairfax and Fountain 
avenues, as a proposal to build a six-
story multifamily structure next to a 
church with historical significance 
makes its way through the city.   

The West Hollywood Historic 
Preservation Commission on Sept. 
27 approved the proposal, which 
would allow the residential building 
at 1282 N. Fairfax Ave. and an over-
haul of the Crescent Heights 
Methodist Episcopal Church, which 
was deemed an official local cultur-
al resource in 1993.   

The 23,000-square foot building 
will replace the church’s former par-
sonage building, which did not 
receive historic designation. The 
building will include 29 multifamily 
residential units, five of which will 
be set aside for moderate and low-
income housing.   

It will feature solar panels on the 
roof and have one level of subter-
ranean parking for residents, 
according to proposal documents.   

As part of the proposal, the owner 
– Alpine Equities, LLC – and the 
West Hollywood City Council 
would enter a Mills Act contract, in 
which the owner of a historic prop-
erty agrees to maintain and rehabil-
itate historic structures. In 
exchange, the owner will receive 
lower property tax calculations on 
the historic portion of the property.   

Antonio Castillo, a senior planner 
with the city’s Current and Historic 
Preservation Planning Division, 
said the proposed partnership would 
be a win-win for the city.   

“The proposed work will help 
preserve a cultural resource and pro-
vide a net increase in residential 
units,” he said. “Without rehab 
incentives, the historic property 
may continue to deteriorate, as 
upkeep and maintenance of the 
property may not be financially fea-
sible.”  

Crescent Heights is a Spanish 
Colonial Revival style building 
designed by Harry Pierce and con-
structed in 1924. It was the longtime 
home of West Hollywood’s 
Methodist congregation until it was 
dissolved in 2011. In 2018, the 
building was leased to a Jewish con-

gregation for temporary use as a 
synagogue.   

The new owners will now use the 
church building as creative office 
space. Shahab Ghods of Plus 
Architects said that as part of the 
restoration, the stained-glass win-
dows will be fully restored at a cost 
close to $200,000.   

“We found a company of true 
artists that come and take the win-
dows and remake them exactly to 
the original artwork,” Ghods said.   

Aside from the windows, the 
building’s bell tower, metal cross 
and stucco façade will remain. 
Despite the effort, some commis-
sioners and residents said the mod-
ern design of the residential build-
ing does not tie in with the historic 
nature of the church building.   

“It is important that the Methodist 
church edifice rightfully remain the 
most significant structure on the site 
rather than be overpowered by the 
proposed project, thereby reducing 
it to comparative insignificance,” 
resident Lynn Russell said. “Its 
humble presence should not be 
overshadowed by an overwhelming 
structure, completely divorced from 
the main event.”   

Ghods said that in initial planning 
stages, architects brainstormed 
ways to create a modern building 
with historic elements that would tie 
in with the Spanish Colonial 
Revival Style. However, after visit-
ing similar project sites throughout 
the state, he said the architects 
decided to go a different route.   

“What we understood from those 
[projects] is that we don’t want to 
mimic things from the past because 
we can’t redesign history,” Ghods 
said.   

Commissioners also voiced con-
cerns about the limited parking. The 
plan calls for residential parking, 
but there are no spaces allotted for 
the 11,000 square feet of commer-
cial office space planned in the 
church.   

“I was at that church building a 
number of times in the ’80s and 
’90s, and it really is a beautiful thing 
and I admire the applicant for all the 
work they’re planning to do,” 
Commission Chair Michael King 
said. “But I’m concerned about the 
parking. Right now, there’s only 
street parking, and that always inter-
fered with the events I attended 
there.”   

Parking near the intersection of 
Fountain and Fairfax avenues has 
been a topic of debate in recent 
weeks as the city’s Planning 
Commission approved another pro-
posal at the northwest corner of the 
intersection. Residents in the area 
say the new projects will exacerbate 
density, traffic and parking conges-
tion in the neighborhood.   

Despite their concern, commis-
sioners said the parking allotment is 
not within their purview, and 
instead, that consideration lies with 
the Planning Commission.   

Commissioners approved the 
proposal 6-1, with Commissioner 
Lola Davidson voting no.  

Housing project planned at Fairfax and Fountain

rendering courtesy of West Hollywood  

If approved, the proposal would add 29 multifamily residential units at 
1282 Fairfax Ave. and 11,000 square feet of office space in the former 
Crescent Heights Methodist Episcopal Church building.  

The grounds of The Wallis 
Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts in Beverly Hills 
were transformed into a sophisti-
cated supper club and nightclub 
on Sept. 24 for “The Wallis 
Delivers: Al Fresco Night,” an 
outdoor gala honoring the city of 
Beverly Hills for its role in the 
creation and ongoing support of 
the venue.  

The soiree, which included a 
gourmet dinner catered by 
Wally’s, benefited The Wallis’ 
artistic, education and outreach 
programs. It was hosted by enter-
tainment icon and Wallis Board 
Member Debbie Allen and fea-
tured DJ Paris Hilton and 
Broadway star Shoshana Bean. 
Also performing live were R&B 
singer Sheléa, soprano Camille 
Zamora accompanied by pianist 
Lucy Tucker Yates and CalArts 
President Ravi Rajan on trumpet, 
jazz pianist Connie Han and the 
John Burroughs High School 
Powerhouse Choir. Video tributes 
were offered by comedian Sandra 
Bernhard, Wallis Board Member 
Nigel Lythgoe, OBE and singer-
songwriter Rufus Wainwright.  

Attendees walking the pink car-
pet included honorary chair and 
philanthropist Wallis Annenberg 
and her son Gregory Annenberg 
Weingarten; Paris Hilton and her 
finance Carter Reum; Barron 
Hilton II and Tessa Hilton; actress 
Maria Bello; event co-chairs 
Daphna Nazarian and Stephanie 
Vahn; Michael Nemeroff, chair of 
The Wallis’ Board of Directors; 
The Wallis’ Executive Director 
and CEO Rachel Fine and Artistic 
Director Paul Crewes; Beverly 
Hills Mayor Robert Wunderlich; 
Vice Mayor Lili Bosse; and City 
Councilmen John Mirisch, Lester 
Friedman and Julian Gold. 
Premier sponsor Harry Winston, 
Inc., which was represented by Al 
Fresco Host Committee member 
Gisele Sheehan, designed awards 
presented to the city. The event 
included a pink grand piano – one 
of only three ever produced by 
Steinway, according to Heidi 
Chamberlain, general manager of 
Beverly Hills’ Steinway & Sons 
and an Al Fresco Host Committee 
member.  

For information, visit thewal-
lis.org. 

Gala celebrates Beverly Hills’ 
support for The Wallis 

photo by Alex Berliner/AB Images  

The Beverly Hills City Council was recognized at the gala for its sup-
port and contributions to The Wallis. Councilman Lester Friedman, 
left, joined Mayor Robert Wunderlich, Vice Mayor Lili Bosse and 
Councilmen John Mirisch and Julian Gold in displaying awards 
designed by Harry Winston that were presented to the city. 

photo by Alex Berliner/AB Images  

R&B singer Sheléa performed at the star-studded gala.  

By BRyNN MECHEM                 

photo courtesy of the 13 District council office  

Councilman Mitch O’Farrell The Beverly Hills Human 
Relations Commission is observing 
Civility Month in October, promot-
ing positive human relations.  

The commission invites commu-
nity members to encourage an envi-
ronment where civility, respect and 
responsible actions prevail.  

“While our commission encour-
ages its community members to 
always act in a civil and kind man-
ner, we take the opportunity to high-
light its importance and spread the 
message of civility throughout the 
entire month,” Vice Chair Rhoda 
Sharp said.     

For the first time, the city will post 
civility challenges on the social 
media platforms 
@CommunityLifeBH all month. 
The Human Relations Commission 
will present the 10th annual Civility 
Award at 7 p.m. on Oct. 26 at the 
City Council meeting.   

The award recognizes an individ-
ual who consistently demonstrates 
positive civic behavior, takes a stand 
in support of respect and responsible 
actions, and promotes positive 
neighbor-to-neighbor relations.  

For information, visit beverly-
hills.org/embracecivilityaward.  

BH celebrates Civility Month 
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“I think it would be fun to run a newspaper.”   
 
Orson Welles as Charles Foster Kane  
From the film “Citizen Kane,” 1941  
 
 
 
As we celebrate our 75th Diamond Anniversary as the publishers of    

the Beverly Press and Park Labrea News, we wholeheartedly agree.   
 
Michael and Karen Villalpando  

Notable quotes

photo by Karen Villalpando

Economically vulnerable indi-
viduals residing in West 
Hollywood may soon receive 
financial support as the city launch-
es a pilot program to dedicate a 
guaranteed revenue stream to 
LGBTQ older adults.   

In January, the City Council 
approved plans to join Mayors for a 
Guaranteed Income, a group of may-
ors throughout the U.S. advocating 
for a guaranteed income for members 
of their communities to care for resi-
dents living below the poverty line, 
particularly during the pandemic.   

“Taking care of our most vulner-
able has always been a priority for 
the city of West Hollywood, and 
during this time of heightened 
health and economic impacts we 
want to ensure we identify and 
access every resource possible to 
support our community members,” 
then-Mayor Lindsey Horvath said.   

Guaranteed income is a system 
that ensures all citizens or families 
receive an income sufficient to live. 
It is given as a recurring cash pay-
ment, typically on a monthly basis.   

West Hollywood’s pilot program 
will provide $1,000 a month to 25 
people for an 18-month pilot pro-
ject. The project will be the first of 
its kind for individuals who are 
low-income, 65 or older and mem-
bers of the LGBTQ community.   

Strategic Initiatives manager 
Corri Planck said the city decided to 
start a pilot program for the older 
LGBTQ adult population because 
many individuals within the popula-
tion have experienced a lifetime of 
disadvantages.   

“Maybe they experienced 
employment discrimination, or did-
n’t get promotions or didn’t have 
access to Social Security benefits 
because there was no marriage 
equality, maybe they weren’t able 
to access insurance coverage 

through their partner’s workplace,” 
she said. “That data from our com-
munity show that we have a lot of 
our LGBT older adults living 
below the poverty line.”   

When a person lives below the 
poverty line, they face housing, 
economic and food insecurity, and 
Planck said more than 40% of peo-
ple throughout the U.S. can’t afford 
a $400 emergency, whether it’s a 
medical bill or car repair.   

Those issues, which can con-
tribute to late rent payments and 
homelessness, were only exacerbat-
ed by COVID-19. Since March 
2020, the city has allocated more 
than $1.5 million in rental assistance 
to approximately 600 households.   

“This program will hopefully 
help keep people in their housing, 
help them be able to handle any 
medical or other emergencies and 
just bring some greater stability to 
their lives and their households,” 
Planck said.   

To date, approximately 15 guar-
anteed income pilot projects have 
been developed in California, 
including projects in Compton, 
Oakland and Santa Monica.   

Mayor Eric Garcetti asked the 
Los Angeles City Council in April 
to set aside $24 million in next 
year’s budget to send $1,000 
monthly payments to 2,000 low-
income families throughout the 
city. Families would be selected 
throughout the city’s 15 districts, 
with a focus on households with a 
least one minor that are suffering a 
hardship due to COVID-19.   

Through the Mayors for 
Guaranteed Income network, West 
Hollywood will partner with the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Center 
for Guaranteed Income Research to 
develop an application process and 
evaluation measures to determine 
who will be chosen for the program.   

The city will look for outside 
funding to support the $450,000 
pilot program, which could come 
from philanthropic support or a 
portion of the $35 million in state 

funds set aside for guaranteed 
income pilot projects.   

Staff hopes to roll out the project 
at the beginning of next year to help 
individuals who were already suf-
fering economically get employ-
ment and housing security after 
additional pandemic expenses.   

“A common criticism is, ‘If you 
give people money, they’re not 
going to work,’” Planck said. “It 
actually lets people find better work 
because they can take time off to 
interview for a higher-paying job or 
take a test required to get a promo-
tion, so people actually see increased 
employment, increased health bene-
fits, increased security, and that is 
something we want to support.”   

If the project proves successful, 
Planck said the city would like to 
pursue other guaranteed income 
programs. The city will work with 
the Center for Guaranteed Income 
to evaluate the success of other 
pilot programs and determine in 
which communities a guaranteed 
income project could make the 
greatest impact.  

By Brynn MEchEM

WeHo poised to launch income pilot for LGBTQ adults 

LaBonge will always have a seat at a table  
within the Original Farmers Market 
By Edwin FolvEn

The late former Los Angeles City 
Councilman Tom LaBonge was a 
regular at the Original Farmers 
Market at the corner of Third and 
Fairfax, frequently stopping by for 
a bite to eat and the opportunity to 
meet and talk with merchants, 
friends and constituents.  

On Sept. 23, LaBonge became 
a permanent fixture of the market 
when a table with a plaque honor-
ing the councilman was unveiled 
on the east patio. LaBonge, who 
died on Jan. 7 at the age of 67, 
was known for his gregarious per-
sonality and love for Los 
Angeles. He would have been 
proud of the tribute at the Farmers 
Market, said his wife Brigid, who 
attended the unveiling ceremony 
with daughter Mary-Cate and son 
Charles, as well as LaBonge’s 
brothers and extended family.  

“Tom loved the Farmers 
Market. He and I came here 
together 41 years. On one of our 
first dates, and always on Sunday 
after mass, we’d come here and 
eat,” Brigid LaBonge said. “And 
this is a special corner of the mar-
ket for Tom because, c’mon, 
China Depot, Chinese food, 
doughnuts and ice cream, Tom 
lived for that food and it made him 
happy. This was home for him. It 
was a place for him to take off his 
jacket and relax.”  

The plaque includes a photo-
graph of LaBonge and a tribute 
honoring him as Los Angeles City 
Councilman for the 4th District 
from 2001-15.  

“Serving the city in many 
capacities for nearly 40 years, he 
was a champion of all things 
community. He gave his all, 
whether guiding a City Council 
initiative, or leading a neighbor-
hood clean-up,” the plaque reads. 
“Tom loved the Farmers Market, 
and had a deep appreciation for 
its history and the small business 
owners who are its backbone. It 
was common to see him on the 
market’s east patio enjoying a 
plate of Bryan’s Barbecue while 
chatting with fellow customers. 
The city of Los Angeles will for-
ever be a better place to work and 
live because of his efforts and 
boundless energy.”  

Angie Chang, owner of Bryan’s 

Barbecue and China Depot at the 
Farmers Market, said she was 
always happy to see LaBonge.  

“He would always have some 
orange chicken, so when I serve 
orange chicken now, I’m thinking 
of Tom,” Chang said. “I’m so 
happy we have a table for him. 
When I pass by, I’ll always have 
the memory of him smiling in my 
heart.”  

Hank Hilty, president of the A.F. 
Gilmore Company, owner of the 
Original Farmers Market, said it 
was fitting to pay tribute to 

LaBonge. He invited the public to 
sit at the table honoring the late 
councilman and share in his legacy 
and love for Los Angeles.  

“He was a long-time friend of 
the market,” Hilty said. “You 
could hear him coming. He would 
say hello to his friends in this big 
booming voice that he had, and he 
would find himself at the end 
where his favorite places were 
and friends would gather. The 
market was a special place for 
him.” 

photo by Edwin Folven  

Brigid LaBonge and children Mary-Cate and Charles helped unveil the 
table and plaque honoring former City Councilman Tom LaBonge. 

The Los Angeles City Council 
adopted a resolution by 
Councilwoman Nithya Raman on 
Sept. 28 calling for the state to man-
date that all new vehicles sold be 
100% zero-emission vehicles by 
2030.  

The resolution advocates for the 
state to accelerate its current goal to 
end the sale of new gasoline-pow-
ered vehicles in California by 2035.  

“There are too many days when 
I’m afraid to let my kids play outside 

because of how poor our air quality 
is, and so much of that can be direct-
ly tied to how dirty our transporta-
tion sector is,” said Raman, 4th 
District. “We need to make a drastic 
change to our approach to car cul-
ture in this state if we have any 
intention of leaving a better planet 
behind for our children.”  

Los Angeles is the largest city in 
the state to support a transition to 
zero emission vehicles sales by 
2030.  

L.A. calls for electric cars by 2030

https://www.denenbergfinearts.com
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When councilwoman Lindsey 
Horvath was sworn in as mayor in 
May 2020, she didn’t know that her 
tenure would include an extended 
term and a persisting global pandem-
ic that would outlast her time in 
office.  

Despite the unusual circumstances, 
she said she felt privileged to have led 
West Hollywood.  

“It was a tremendous honor to 
serve the city, especially during an 
extraordinarily challenging time, a 
time unlike any other that our city has 
seen,” Horvath said. “It was an honor 
to be of service and to work with my 
colleagues and our city staff to take 
care of people at a time when they 
really needed support and care.”  

On Sept. 20, Horvath passed the 
gavel to the new mayor, Lauren 
Meister, who previously served as 
mayor from 2016 to 2017. Sepi 
Shyne was named mayor pro tem-
pore.  

The change comes after Horvath 
served a 16-month term — the 
longest term to ever be served by a 
mayor in West Hollywood.  

The City Council in March voted 
to sync mayoral terms with the city’s 
new election calendar. After 
Meister’s term, she and Horvath will 
be tied for the longest-sitting mayor 
of West Hollywood.  

Before Horvath was sworn in, 
COVID-19 began taking its toll on 
the city. Horvath, along with other 
city leaders, had to figure out proper-
ty safety protocols, navigate virtual 
meetings, find innovative ways to 
stimulate business and provide relief 
to individuals who were struggling 
with employment and housing losses.  

And though she said it was at times 
difficult to find appropriate solutions, 
it wasn’t her biggest challenge.  

“It was knowing when to go to 
sleep,” she said with a chuckle. 
“There were so many challenges that 
people faced, and even just the uncer-
tainty and anxiety people felt, 
whether they were living in isolation 
or worried about keeping their busi-
nesses open, there was so much that 
weighed heavy on people’s hearts. 
But if we don’t take care of ourselves, 
we can’t be of service to others, so the 
hardest thing was figuring out when 
to rest.”  

Looking back at her term, Horvath 
said the key to her success was listen-
ing to constituents, even when what 
they were saying was difficult to 
hear.  

“The more we listen, the more we 
open ourselves to seeing different 
points of view, the more we’re open 
to hearing how people are experienc-
ing things, it will make us more com-
passionate leaders and connected to 
what we need to do for people,” she 
said. “It offers us the opportunity to 
find new solutions to the problems 
we’re facing and gives us the oppor-
tunity to let people know that we’re 
here for them.”  

In her new role, Meister said she 
wants to bring that same philosophy 
to the board chambers. Meister 
hopes to solve issues such as home-
lessness, housing affordability and 
city safety by first restoring the city’s 
sense of community.  

“We are seeing a divisiveness that 
I haven’t seen in a while and it’s dis-
turbing because we are still one small 
city and one community comprised 
of people from all walks of life,” 
Meister said. “All should be valued. 
None should be discounted … none 
of these improvements can happen if 
we don’t work together.”  

In her first weeks, Meister said 
she’ll bring a proposal requesting the 
city manager arrange several team-
building workshops to help foster 
communication and identify com-
mon goals among the council.  

Shyne, who is Iranian American, 
was elected in November 2020, 
making her the first woman of color 
elected to the City Council.  

Since her election, Shyne has initi-
ated or co-sponsored 34 council 
items, and she said she’s excited to 
continue work on a social justice task 

force, small business revival and 
renter protection programs. But, 
she’s most proud to bring representa-
tion to the council.  

“I never imagined serving in elect-
ed office because growing up, I truly 
did not see anyone that looked like 
me, grew up like me and loved like 
me in elected office,” Shyne said. 
“But now I know that another little 
Middle Eastern girl who may be 
queer can imagine herself in elected 
office because now she does see her-
self.”  

Horvath reflects on time as mayor  
Meister, Shyne sworn in to new roles  

Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath served as mayor from May 2020 to 
September 2021, which was the longest mayoral term ever served in 
West Hollywood. 

photo by Brynn Mechem 

By BRyNN MECHEM               

https://www.belmontvillage.com
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& receive a 

complimentary copy of  
“Our People  
Our Places” 
 magazine! 

2. Or Receive the Beverly Press with your Los Angeles Times subscription. 
Go to www.latimes.com/getoffer   

Enter code 9003 

1. Sign up for an annual mail subscription for $75 per year. 
Go to https://beverlypress.com/register/

To our new readers: 
We hope you’ve enjoyed receiving the Beverly Press for the past 3 weeks. 

To guarantee continued delivery, subscribe NOW!
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Congratulations on 
your 75th anniversary 

 
This is nothing short of spectac-

ular. It truly is a gorgeous issue and 
such a fitting representation of the 
anniversary – doing what you do 
best.  

It is an honor to be a part of it ... 
and in such great position. Thank 
you! 

And most of all, congratulations!  
 

John Rice  
director of marketing  
Los Angeles County  
Museum of Art  

 
 
This issue turned out AMAZ-

ING. By far your best one yet. I’ve 
only read a few stories so far, but 
overall the content, photography 
and design are exceptional. You 
guys should be so proud. I am!  

Thank you so much for includ-
ing me in this. It’s always fun to 
think back on those times – some 
of the very best of my life. I’m so 
lucky that we ended up together. 
Who knew it would be a lifelong 
friendship.  Thank you for keeping 
me in the family.  

 
Brian Boye  
executive vice president  
Nike Communications  
former fashion director  
Men’s Health magazine  
former editor  
Beverly Press/Park Labrea News  

 
 
Thanks so much to you both for 

all you do and for giving me a 
work-home in L.A.  

 
Amy Lyons  
former reporter  
Beverly Press/Park Labrea News  
 

What a fabulous magazine! 
Thank you for sharing. Our resi-
dents will be delighted.  

 
Peggy Hinz  
director of communications  
Los Angeles Jewish Home 

 
We really look forward to 

Thursday when your paper is 
delivered with the L.A. Times.  
Thanks for the shout out in the 
school section with a photo of 
Caruso Hall. My husband said to 
me, “I think we should keep this 
magazine.” And I responded, “It’s 
meant to be a keeper!”  Thanks so 
much.  

 
Maite Saralegui Berry  
senior director of communications  
Loyola High School  
of Los Angeles  

 
  
CONGRATULATIONS on the 

75th anniversary magazine. It 
looks AMAZING! I am truly hon-
ored to be part of this. 
Congratulations again.  

 
Lawrence Moore  
Lawrence Moore & Associates  

 
 
Congratulations, again, on your 

remarkable 75th anniversary mag-
azine! The story on Wallis 
Annenberg is amazing, as is the 
one about The Wallis. We are so 
proud to be a part of your legacy!   

 
Libby Huebner  
publicist  
The Wallis Annenberg Center for 
the Performing Arts  

 
 
Thank you, and congratulations 

on both the magazine and the won-
derful anniversary. [It] is a won-
derful anniversary and issue.  

 
Hilary S. Kraft  
partner  
Sticker Planet  

 
 It truly is [a gorgeous maga-

zine!]. I took it on a plane this 
weekend on a trip to Portland and 
read it cover to cover.  
 
Genevieve Morrill  
president and CEO  
West Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce  

 
It is indeed gorgeous! Job well 

done – makes me feel so blessed 

and proud to live in this communi-
ty!  

 
Joyce Kleifield  
president  
Wilshire Rotary Club of Los 
Angeles  

 
 
What a special issue! 

Congratulations on its publication, 
and we are so thrilled to be able to 
support the Beverly Press.  

 
Zach Sokoloff  
Hackman Capital Partners  
 
 

Congratulations on the glossy 
publication. It is quite beautiful.  

 
Stuart Denenberg  
president 
Denenberg Fine Arts, Inc.  

 
   
Congratulations Karen and 

Michael. We are so excited to see 
and keep the entire 75th anniver-
sary issue. Working with the 
Beverly Press is ALWAYS a com-
plete pleasure.  

 
Lyn MacEwen Cohen  
president  
First-In Fire Foundation  

 
   
[The 75th anniversary issue] is 

very impressive. Congratulations.  
 

Harvey Englander  
 
  
Here’s wishing you a happy 

75th diamond anniversary, and 
many more to come. “Our People 
Our Places” is an outstanding 
magazine – very professional, a 
work of art and a credit to the 
Beverly Press/Park Labrea News.  

Once I started reading it, I 
couldn’t put it down. In fact, I tore 
out your Notable Quotes pages to 
use with my poker columns. I like 
your quote of Chris Erskine, 
“Thank heavens for the miracle of 
newspapers,” originally published 
in your Feb. 6, 2020, issue. One 
thing I would add to your list of 
items included in the local news-

papers is the Letters to the Editor. I 
like to hear the people’s voices.  

Keep up the great work. You 
have a super staff.  

 
George Epstein  
Detroit Street  

 
 
I should like to acknowledge 

and thank you for the great ser-
vice you have provided over the 
years to our communities. Your 
work has created a strong founda-
tion for building the identity of 
our unique and special communi-
ties.  

As a homeowner for over 40 
years in Carthay Square, I recog-
nize the importance of your publi-
cations in developing the growth 
and identity of our special area. 
For this, I offer my deep and sin-
cere thank you for all you’ve done, 
and my congratulations on the 
75th anniversary of your publica-
tions.  

Several years ago, I had the 
privilege of having several articles 
on the history of Carthay Center 
published in the Park Labrea 
News, and still appreciate that 
opportunity.  

In your masthead, you refer to 
serving a number of communities, 
including Carthay Circle. The 
Circle is just one of three commu-
nities that include South Carthay 
and Carthay Square – best 
referred to as Carthay Center in 
lieu of listing all three. Carthay 
Square was the first area devel-
oped, followed by Carthay Circle 
then South Square. All three are 
historic preservation overlay 
zones.  

Carthay Center has applied to 
the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation for special recogni-
tion as a national historic district. 
If and when that happens, I’ll be 
pleased to submit an article on this 
designation.  

Again, congratulations on your 
historic milestone. I look for-
ward to the continuation of 
receiving Beverly Press each 
Thursday.  

 
Kenn G. Morris  
Carthay Square 

Letters to the Editor

Women’s March events scheduled throughout L.A. 
Local events will be held in cities 

throughout Los Angeles County on 
Oct. 2 as part of the Women’s 
March for Reproductive Freedom, 
including in downtown L.A., West 
Hollywood and Beverly Hills.  

A rally for women’s reproduc-
tive rights will be held in West 
Hollywood starting at 10 a.m. 
Hosted by Mayor Lauren 
Meister, the event will be held in 
West Hollywood Park. The city 
in early September also held a 
rally to protest a Texas law that 
banned abortions as soon as a 
heartbeat is detected, typically 
around six weeks after concep-
tion.  

For those hoping to participate in 
the Los Angeles March for 
Reproductive Rights, West 
Hollywood will also offer special 
Cityline service to provide direct 
connections to Metro B, or Red 
Line, service to and from down-
town L.A.  

The march will take place from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. beginning at 
Pershing Square and ending at Los 
Angeles City Hall.  

Morning service will begin at 7 

a.m. with shuttles running approxi-
mately every 15 minutes through 
the final shuttle departure at 8:30 
a.m. Afternoon service will begin 
at 12:40 p.m. with shuttles running 
approximately every 30 minutes 
through the final shuttle departure 
at 4:50 p.m. Shuttles will begin at 
Hollywood and Highland and 
make all regular commuter service 
stops.  

Similar women’s march events 
will be held in Redondo Beach, 
Pasadena, Anaheim, Santa Clarita 
and Long Beach. An event will be 
held downtown Los Angeles at 10 
a.m. in Pershing Square.  

After noticing several events 
scheduled throughout the city, 
Beverly Hills resident Colleen 
Rabin wondered why the Westside 
didn’t have a place to protest. So, 
she decided to host a Women’s 
March event in Beverly Hills.  

From 2-4 p.m. on Oct. 2, interest-
ed parties can gather at Beverly 
Gardens Park at the Beverly Hills 
sign along Santa Monica 
Boulevard.  

Those interested can bring a sign 
of their choice. A few signs will be 

available for those who do not have 
one. Attorney and women’s rights 
champion Gloria Allred will speak 
at the event.   

“It is hard to believe that nearly 
50 years following Roe v. Wade 
that we are fighting to protect a 
woman’s right to choose,” Rabin 
said in a press release. 
“Reproductive Freedom is too 
important to sit by silently while 
states pass laws restricting a 
woman’s right to a safe, legal, 
affordable abortion. We will gather 
and raise our signs against these 
restrictions.”  

Rabin has received permit 
approval from the Beverly Hills 
Police Department and approval 
from Women’s March for the event. 
Those interested in attending 
should register by visiting wom-
ensmarch.com.  

Attendees are asked to wear a 
face mask. Hand sanitizer and 
masks will be available. For infor-
mation about the Beverly Hills 
event, contact Rabin at 
cyrabin@sbcglobal.net.   

To find and register for an event, 
visit womensmarch.com. 

Learn about Metro’s Purple Line 
Extension during a webinar on Oct. 
6 at noon, via Zoom.  

Work is occurring on many sec-
tions of the subway project from 
Westwood to Wilshire/Western. 
Through Oct. 8, crews will conduct 
potholing and utility protection 
work on Wilshire Boulevard 
between Westwood Boulevard and 
Veteran Avenue. Work hours will 
be 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and 11 p.m. 
to 6 a.m., Monday through Friday. 
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced 
to one lane in each direction.  

Work is also occurring in Century 
City where partial traffic lane clo-
sures are in place on Constellation 
Boulevard west of Avenue of the 
Stars. One eastbound and one west-
bound lane will remain open. The 
closure will facilitate excavation of 
the future Century 
City/Constellation subway station.  

In Beverly Hills, crews have 
implemented an intermittent lane 
and sidewalk closure on South 
Reeves Drive at Wilshire Boulevard. 
The closures will occur from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. through early 2022. 

Near Wilshire/La Cienega, 

crews are working underground on 
the future subway station, and in 
construction staging areas above 
ground on the north side of 
Wilshire Boulevard. Gale Drive 
will be intermittently closed north 
of Wilshire Boulevard and lane 
closures may be implemented 
between La Cienega and San 
Vicente boulevards.  

Concrete pouring and material 
deliveries are also still occurring at 
the Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire/La 
Brea subway stations. Appendage 
structures that house subway sys-
tems are being constructed and lane 
closures may also be necessary near 
the subway stations. 

Wilshire Boulevard will be inter-
mittently reduced to two lanes in 
each direction between Detroit 
Street and Highland Avenue 
through April 4, 2022. Sycamore 
Avenue will also be closed immedi-
ately south of Wilshire Boulevard. 
Left turns from Wilshire Boulevard 
to Orange Drive, and from Wilshire 
Boulevard to La Brea and Sycamore 
avenues will be restricted.  

For questionst, call (213)922-
6934, or visit metro.net. 

Metro plans webinar on subway project 

http://kramerlaw.biz
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With this ad only through 10/6/2021 

6333 W. Third St. 323.938.5131  

www.marcondas.com 
Family Owned in the  

Original Farmers Market for 80 Years

Piedmontese Skirt Steak 
 $17.98/lb. 

limited supply!

Yang’s Braised 
Chicken Rice opens 
 
Last Saturday, The Original 

Farmers Market welcomed 
a new celebrated eatery, Yang’s 
Braised Chicken Rice. Yang’s 
is a popular Chinese brand 
boasting more than 6,000 
restaurants worldwide. Located 
next to Pacific Premier Bank, 
Yang’s single menu item is 
offered in three spice levels – 
regular, authentic and spicy.  
“We’re excited to have such a 
welcome addition to our family 
of merchants and culinary des-
tinations,” said Stan Savage, 
the owner of the Original 
Farmers Market. “The tradition 
and quality behind Yang’s 
Braised Chicken Rice is exact-
ly the reason why so many 
come to the market for a truly 
authentic dining experience.” 

The first 50 guests received a 
complimentary chicken and 
rice bowl, while the next 50 
guests received a Super Fruit 
Tea with a bowl purchase. 110 
S. Fairfax Ave., (323)433-
7833. 
 

Lilly Rose at The 
Wayfarer DTLA 
Spooky Tea  
 
During the month of October, 

the new boutique hotel The 
Wayfarer Downtown Los 
Angeles is presenting spooky 
themed drinks and delightful 
morsels at Lilly Rose on 
Thursday through Sunday from 
2-5 p.m. Those feeling festive 
can dress in costume for a devil-
ishly good time. Make reserva-
tions on OpenTable. 813 Flower 
St., (213)285-4400. 

Dine LA Restaurant 
Week is back 
 
Starting on Oct. 1 to Oct. 15, 

enjoy a special Fall 2021 Dine 
LA menu from some of the most 
popular restaurants in the city. The 
specially-priced lunch and dinner 
menus start at $15. Besides dine-in, 
many menu options are also avail-
able to-go. There are no tickets or 
passes required for Dine LA 
Restaurant Week. Simply dine out 
at a participating restaurant, ask for 
the Dine LA Restaurant Week 
menu, and try a new dish or enjoy 
an old favorite. Advance reserva-
tions and ordering are strongly rec-
ommended.  Prices and meal peri-
ods vary by restaurant, and exclude 
beverages, tax and gratuity. To see a 
list of participating restaurants, visit 
discoverlosangeles.com/dinela. 

 

Dine LA menu at 
Water Grill 
 
From Oct. 1-15, Water Grill 

will offer a three-course meal 

for $75 on its Dine LA menu at its 
downtown and Santa Monica 
branches. Enjoy fresh-caught, 
seasonal seafood including crispy 
fried calamari, wild Columbia 
River king salmon and caramel 

bread pudding. The special menu 
features a selection of six entrees 
and an optional $35 wine pairing 
with each course. 544 S. Grand 
Ave., (213)891-0900 and 1401 
Ocean Ave., (310)394-5669. 

In the Original Farmers Market •  3rd & Fairfax 
 (323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447 

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

cream pie  
&  

fresh baked

Pink Taco will celebrate National Taco Day on Oct. 4 with a special high-
lighting the restaurant’s “OG Pink Taco.” 

photo by Jill Weinlein

https://farmersmarketla.com
https://marcondas.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8447

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

    4 O’Clock Pick-Me Up!

Hot or 
 Iced Coffee 

Reg. or Decaf 
4-6 pm or until all 
donuts sell out!

Our Utlimate Trio includes 
1/2 Sandwich with soup or salad, 

choice of coleslaw, French fries or fruit,   
a slice of Freshly Baked Pie 

& a Beverage (soft drink, ice tea or coffee)

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447 • Frances@dupars-psr.com 
In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 

Curbside Pick-Up  
& Online Delivery 

Available

Dine LA 
Sandwich Trio!

$15

White Albacore 
Tuna, BLT, Braised 
Tri Tip, Roasted 
Tukey Breast,  
Corned Beef or 
Sugar-Cured Ham 

includes 
a slice of 

pie!

Now

Meat on Ocean Dine 
LA special  
 
The restaurant Meat on Ocean, 

known for hand-cut prime 
steaks and succulent seafood, is 
offering a savory three-course 
meal for $75 per guest. Dine LA 
menu options include wild 
jumbo shrimp cocktail, 
American wagyu ribeye and old-
fashioned chocolate cake. Enjoy 
with an optional wine pairing 
that is $35 per person for a com-
plete multi-course experience. 
1501 Ocean Ave., (310)773-
3366. 
 

Delicious at the 
Dunbar Dine L.A. 
kickoff 
 
From 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 

Oct. 4, the first 50 guests to 
visit Delicious at the Dunbar 
will receive a free Dine LA 
lunch. The event celebrates the 
resiliency of the restaurant 
industry over the past 18 

months. Host and celebrity 
chef Billy Harris will talk to 
guests at this pop-up in part-
nership with the California 
Restaurant Foundation and 
Wells Fargo. Earlier this year, 
Delicious at the Dunbar was 
one of the 130 L.A.-based 
restaurants to receive a $3,500 
grant from the Restaurants 
Care Resilience Fund, and it 
also received year-long busi-
ness support services from 
Wells Fargo.  4229 S. Central 
Ave., (323)918-2087. 

 

Lanea’s Taco Day 
special  
 
From 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Oct. 

2, the Santa Monica taqueria 
is offering all-you-can-eat 
babarkush street tacos and a 
cocktail for $25 per person. The 
pop-up taco bar will be offered 
while supplies last. The festivi-
ties will continue from 8 p.m. to 
2 a.m. with an ’80s block party 
on Broadway Boulevard. 
gotolanea.com., 217 Broadway, 
(424)265-7437. 

National Taco Day 
special at El Torito 
 
On Oct. 4, visit El Torito to 

celebrate National Taco Day. 
A restaurant special includes four 
mini crispy tacos, either steak or 
chorizo, for $6 in the cantina. 
Join friends at happy hour start-
ing at 3 p.m. eltorito.com, 3360 
Ocean Park Blvd., (310)450-
8665. 

 

Pink Taco  
celebrates National 
Taco Day  
 
On Oct. 4, order the “OG   

Pink Tacos” with shredded   
chicken, jack cheese, romaine  
lettuce, avocado, habanero pick-
led  onions and avocado salsa 
served in a fried  pink corn tor-
tilla.  A frozen strawberry mar-
garita served inside pineapple 
complements the dish. 
pinktaco.com, 8225 Sunset 
Blvd., (323)380-7474. 

Gracias Madre West 
Hollywood 
 
West Hollywood’s upscale, 

plant-based restaurant 
Gracias Madre will serve vegan 
tacos on National Taco Day. 
Options include al pastor tacos 
made with a roasted three mush-
room blend and grilled pineapple, 
and chicharron tacos made with 
battered fried oyster mushrooms 
and chilpotle aioli. Taco flights 
are available during happy hour 
from 3-5 p.m. Enjoy tacos with 
Gracias Madre’s house-made 
chips and guacamole and a 
refreshing Purista Margarita. 
This package is available for 
delivery, take-out or dine in 
through Gracias Madre’s website. 
graciasmadre.com, 8905 Melrose 
Ave., (323)978-2170. 

 

National Taco Day at 
Trejo’s Tacos  
 
On Oct. 4 Trejo’s fans have the 

chance to win a $50 Trejo’s 

Tacos gift card when visiting one 
of the participating Trejo’s taque-
rias. Order carnitas, barbacoa and 
baja tacos for a chance to win a 
golden ticket. One lucky guest at 
the La Brea, Hollywood Cantina 
and Farmers Market locations 
will find a golden ticket in their 
order and be rewarded with a gift 
card. 1048 S. La Brea 
Ave.,(323)938-8226; 1556 
Cahuenga Blvd., (323)461-8226; 
and 6333 W. 3rd. St., (323)452-
9008. 

 

Chicas Tacos  
specials  
 
From Oct. 3-5, all four Chicas 

Tacos locations will offer a 
flight of any four tacos, along with 
chips and salsa and an agua 
fresca  for $15 from open to close. 
Taco options include the impossible 
taco, slow braised steak taco, beer 
battered fish taco and jackfruit taco. 
8312 W. 3rd St., (424)372-8226; 
800 S. La Brea Ave., (323)863-
8226; 9345 Culver Blvd., 
(424)321-8226; and 225 Venice 
Blvd., (310)789-2066. 

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
http://dupars.net/Store/
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
Sept. 19 
 
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 400 
block of N. Palm. 
 
Sept. 20 
 
At 1:36 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 300 
block of S. Doheny. 
 
Sept. 21 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 9600 
block of Brighton Way at 4:30 a.m. 
 
At 9:45 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
9400 block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
residential burglary in the 100 
block of N. Le Doux at 10:52 a.m. 
 
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 300 
block of Foothill. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 800 block of 
N. Rexford at 8:34 p.m. 
 
Sept. 22 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
residential burglary in the 400 
block of Oakhurst at 3 a.m. 
 
At 3:29 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a garage in the 200 
block of Doheny. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 300 block of S. Doheny at 
7:11 a.m. 
 
At 9:40 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 400 
block of Palm. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 9600 block of 
Wilshire at 12:05 p.m. 
 
At 9:21 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 300 block of 
Beverly. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the in the 9400 block of Olympic 
at 9:30 p.m. 
 
At 9:44 p.m., a vandalism incident 
was reported in the 1100 block of 
S. Roxbury. 
 
Sept. 23 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
residential burglary in the 100 
block of N. Swall at 5:05 a.m. 
 
At 9:54 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 300 
block of N. Canon. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of N. 
Canon at 11:39 a.m. 
 
At 1:05 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 9700 
block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of N. 
Oakhurst at 2:08 p.m. 
 
At 6:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 

burglarized a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Gregory and La 
Cienega. 
 
Sept. 24 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 9500 block of 
Olympic at 6:24 a.m. 
 
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 300 
block of N. Rodeo. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 400 block of Rexford at 9:30 
p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole auto parts in the 100 block of 
S. Wetherly. 
 
Sept. 25 
 
At 1:15 a.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs in 
the 400 block of Spalding. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
Sept. 17 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1000 block of 
Havenhurst at 5 a.m.  
 
At 7:26 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 8900 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 8900 block of 
Santa Monica at 11:30 p.m. 
 
Sept. 18 
 
At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 7100 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
Sept. 19 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8800 block of Sunset 
at 12:25 a.m. 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 600 
block of N. Robertson. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8700 block of Sunset 
at 10:06 a.m. 
 
Sept. 20 
 
At 9:43 p.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 1000 block of 
Genesee. 
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
Sept. 18 
 
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 800 
block of 800 block of Keniston.  
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 5900 bock of 
Wilshire at 10:20 a.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the corner of 
Hudson and Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of 

Hollywood and Highland at 10 
p.m. 
 
Sept. 19 
 
At 12:15 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
7000 block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of S. 
Cochran at 1:10 a.m. 
 
At 2:12 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 800 
block of N. La Jolla. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 1100 block of N. 
Cahuenga at 2:50 a.m. 
 
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6100 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 900 block of 
S. Longwood at 6:30 a.m. 
 
At 10:25 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
near the corner of Cahuenga and 
Lexington. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 5600 block of La 
Mirada at 12:30 p.m. 
 
At 4:10 p.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 1700 block of 
Camino Palmero. 
 
An unknown unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5600 
block of Wilshire at 6 p.m. 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 6600 
block of Yucca. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 100 block of 
The Grove at 6:30 p.m. 
 
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
5900 block of W. Sixth. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 600 block of N. Sierra 
Bonita at 7:50 p.m. 
 
At 8:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 100 
block of N. Orlando. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 6600 block of 
Sunset at 9:50 p.m. 
 
At 9:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Genesee and Ogden. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-

tim in the 7100 block of Sunset at 
9:55 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 600 
block of N. Alta Vista. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 6500 block of 
Santa Monica at 11:30 p.m. 
 
Sept. 20 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of 
Carmona at 12:01 a.m. 
 
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
1600 block of N. Formosa. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 5900 block of 
Hollywood at 12:30 a.m. 
 
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Hollywood and McCadden. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 1800 block of N. 
Cahuenga at 3 a.m. 
 
At 5:15 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Melrose and Gardner. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1400 block of N. 
Highland at 3:25 a.m. 
 
At 3:45 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6600 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7000 block of 
Sunset at 4 a.m. 
 
At 5:02 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1900 
block of N. Canyon. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 600 block of S. 
Highland at 10:30 a.m. 
 
At 10:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 900 
block of N. La Brea. 
 
An attempted robbery was report-
ed in the 6900 block of Hollywood 
at 10:40 a.m. 
 
At 11:15 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a bicycle near the corner 
of Sunset and Gordon. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 100 block of The 
Grove at 1:30 p.m. 
 
At 2:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
7000 block of Hollywood. 

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 4500 block of W. 
Third at 3:20 p.m. 
 
At 3:25 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5400 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 1200 block of N. La Brea 
at 5:25 p.m. 
 
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Hollywood and Vine. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1100 block of N. 
Western at 6 p.m. 
 
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Western and Sixth. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Oxford 
and Maplewood at 8:50 pm. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6100 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 7100 block of Sunset at 
9:55 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1200 
block of N. McCadden. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of 
Hollywood and Orange at 11 p.m. 
 
Sept. 21 
 
At 1:20 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 3700 
block of Wilshire. 
 
An arson fire was reported in the 400 
block of S. La Cienega at 2:16 a.m. 
 
At 3:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 5600 block 
of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 7100 block of 
Franklin at 8:50 a.m. 
 
At 11:40 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
5600 block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Fountain 
and Wilton at 4:05 p.m. 
 
At 5:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 300 block of 
Hauser. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 5200 block of 
Sunset at 8:20 p.m.

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Sept. 19 and Sept. 25. The information was compiled from 
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: 
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Los Angeles City Attorney Mike 
Feuer is calling for the City 
Council to implement a compre-
hensive ban on the sale of all fla-
vored tobacco products, including 
flavored hookah tobacco. 

Last week, Feuer’s office sent a 
new proposed ordinance banning 
the sale of flavored tobacco prod-
ucts, including e-cigarettes, to the 
City Council. Because a City 
Council majority requested an 
ordinance that includes an exemp-
tion for flavored hookah tobacco, 
the proposed ordinance reflects 
that exemption. Feuer is seeking to 
have the exemption for hookah 
tobacco removed.  

“A complete ban in the city of 
Los Angeles on the sale of all fla-
vored tobacco products, including 
flavored hookah, has the potential 
to be life-saving,” Feuer said. 
“[Approximately] 3.6-million kids 
across the nation are vaping, using 
e-cigarettes, a gateway to regular 
cigarettes. Kid-friendly flavors are 

driving this youth vaping epidemic. 
Hookah also comes in a variety of 
sweet flavors to entice kids, and 
I’m calling on the City Council to 
include sales of flavored hookah in 
this proposed ban. Any exemption 
would not do enough to protect 
public health.” 

The exemption would allow for 
onsite sales and consumption of 
flavored hookah tobacco in exist-
ing hookah lounges and the sale of 
flavored hookah tobacco by the 
lounges for offsite consumption. 
Banning flavored tobacco sales 
everywhere else, while allowing 
onsite sale and consumption of fla-
vored hookah tobacco, could drive 
adults to hookah lounges, Feuer 
said. 

Studies show long-term hookah 
tobacco  use is linked to diseases 
like cancer and heart disease, he 
added. Allowing sales for offsite 
consumption of hookah tobacco 
undermines the ordinance by mak-
ing it much more likely that chil-

dren will be able to use flavored 
hookah, Feuer said. 

In California, more than 9% of 
high school students report having 
tried or being a current user of 
hookah tobacco, which is also often 
the starting point for roughly 25% 
of college students who have used 
nicotine products. It is no coinci-
dence that hookah lounges are often 
located close to college campuses, 
Feuer said. 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
hookah smoke contains many of the 
same dangerous toxins found in 
cigarette smoke, including nicotine, 
tar and carbon monoxide. During a 
one-hour hookah session, users 
may inhale 100-times to 200-times 
the amount of smoke they would 
inhale from a single cigarette.  

In a single water pipe session, 
users are exposed to up to 9-times 
the carbon monoxide, and 1.7-times 
the nicotine, of a single cigarette, 
Feuer said. 

City attorney calls for ban on all flavored tobacco



Italian singer Lucio Battisti once 
crooned, “With a flower in your 
mouth, everything you do is more 
joyful and fun.”  

Flower Burger, a new restaurant 
planned for West Hollywood 
embodies those lyrics with its plant-
based menu.  

Last week, I toured the Flower 
Burger central kitchen in Culver 
City to meet some of the team. The 
kitchen is a hidden gem tucked 
away in a back alley that is accessi-
ble on Cadillac or David avenues.  

The walls of Flower Burger are 
coated in colorful murals that show-
case an upbeat, hippy vibe. The col-
orful wall motif makes a nod to the 
colorful hues featured in the restau-
rant’s plant-based burgers.  

While admiring the artwork, I met 
owner David Platt, who, along with 
his wife Elena, brought the Italian 
burger concept to America. While 
the Platts were traveling in Italy 
prior to the pandemic, they grew 
tired of eating pasta daily. It was 
then they discovered Flower Burger.  

“We were gaining weight with all 
the pasta we were eating in Italy and 
wanted a good burger,” David Platt 
said. “When we walked into a 
Flower Burger in Rome and tried 
their delicious vegan burgers 
between such colorful buns, we 
went back each day for three days 
straight.”  

By the third day, the couple knew 
they had to bring Flower Burger to 

the U.S. 
The Platts met with Flower 

Burger’s concept creator Matteo 
Toto to learn how he revolutionized 
the plant-based burger culture in 
Milan in 2015. Today, there are a 
multitude of branches bringing the 
chain’s flower power to cities across 
Italy, France, the United Kingdom 
and soon-to-be the Netherlands.  

“Matteo is a bit of a hippy entre-
preneur,” David Platt said. “His mis-
sion for the brand is to create an 
inviting, inclusive experience that 
aligns plant-based cuisine with fun 
and enjoyment.”  

Excited to bring this new culi-
nary concept to the U.S., the Platts 
collaborated with restaurant queen 
Barbara Lazaroff, and soon built a 
Flower Burger ghost kitchen in 
Culver City.  They drew up plans 
for their first brick-and-mortar 
restaurant in West Hollywood, 
which will open within the next few 
weeks. 

Stepping into the spotless kitchen, 
I met Giuseppe Luppi who is run-
ning the L.A. Flower Burger central 
production facility. The Italian chef 
proudly showed off his Tagliavini 
oven, which delivers high-quality 
baking results while using minimal 
electrical consumption.  

Chef Luppi then showed us how 
the preservative-free burgers are 
assembled. The whole wheat buns 
range in color, from hot pink to an 
electric green, almost like eating a 

delectable treat straight from Willy 
Wonka’s emporium.  

The vibrant colors aren’t caused 
by dye, but by rich spices. Turmeric 
provides a deep yellow, purple car-
rots produce a violet hue and con-
centrated beetroot juice and cherry 
extract churn out a vibrant pink. The 
buns evoke a familiar phrase – a 
rainbow leads to a pot of gold.  

Each colored bun is perfectly 
paired with a different plant-based 
patty. Selecting the “Jungle Burger” 
with a green bun first, I dined on an 
oat and red kidney bean vegan patty 
that is enhanced with seitan (veg-
etable protein), along with bread-
crumbs and a combination of gold-
en onions, red peppers, salt and sun-
flower oil. The “wild sauce,” similar 
to a barbecue sauce, makes this 
high-protein patty extra delicious. 
In between the bun is fresh lettuce, 
baked tomato confit, a slice of 
baked zucchini and vegan cheddar 
“cheese,” which is made with a 
dairy-free cheese derived from 
coconut oil. 

A generous handful of edamame 
comes with the burger, though pota-
to wedges are offered too with seven 
unique sauces.  

The signature mayonnaise sauce 
is made with 100% Italian organic 
soy milk, sunflower seed oil, apple 
vinegar, Dijon mustard, a squeeze of 
lemon and a pinch each of brown 
sugar and salt. 

Other sauces include a “magik” 
sauce heightened with red onions 
and a “rocktail” sauce that is similar 
to Thousand Island, and made with 
a combination of ketchup, Dijon 
mustard, mayonnaise, nori algae, 
spices and notes of brandy. 

Three burgers feature a chickpea 
patty. The yellow bun chickpea 

burger was the mildest in flavor. The 
tangy chickpea burger is enhanced 
with a house tartarella sauce fla-
vored with capers and pickles and 
tastes like a French tartare sauce. 
The spicy chickpea burger offers the 
most heat with thin jalapeño slices 
and finely minced red onions that 
make a delightful sweet and sour 
combination. 

The violet “Flower Burger” is 
made with a red kidney bean patty 
and topped with “magik” sauce, a 
tomato, lettuce, soybean sprouts and 
melted Flower cheese. 

The showstopper is the “Cherry 
Bomb,” which has become an inter-
national favorite on Instagram. 
Between the fuscia bun is a lentil 
and basmati rice patty topped with 
tomato confit, rocktail sauce and 
crisp soybean sprouts.  

Beverages include Paoletti soda 
imported from Italy, water and a 
variety of low sugar Olipop cans. 

We finished with chocolate sala-
mi, a mixture of dark chocolate, bit-
tersweet cocoa, soy milk, sugar, salt, 
melba toast, sunflower seed oil, oat 
flakes and chocolate digestive bis-
cuits. It’s mixed, rolled and sliced 
into bite-size pieces. 

The West Hollywood grand open-
ing is just a few weeks away. I’ll be 
there to welcome Flower Burger 
into the neighborhood and hope to 
see you there, too.  

The Culver City ghost kitchen is 
open from 11:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
daily. Online orders can be made for 
pickup and delivery only.  

Flowerburger.us/stores/flower-
burger-los-angeles, 6029 1/2 Venice 
Blvd., (323)452-9228. 
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Custom designed floral arrangments and gourmet boxes 
filled with artisan cheeses, charcuterie, jams and spices

Specializing in 
• weddings 
• custom boutique events 
• private chef parties 
• gourmet spice blends 

emilyjilgco.com 
(818)359-8239  In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 

(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8447

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Spooktacular 
Tea Party at Home!

Peanut Butter & Jelly Triangles  
Assorted Mini Sandwiches 

Ham & Cheese, Chicken Salad,  
Smoked Salmon upon request  

($2 extra) 
Mini Muffins & Donuts 

Fresh Fruit Skewers 
Tea & Apple Juice 

No trick-or-treating? No problem! 
Treat the Kids to Du-par’s Sweets!

Order Direct or from  
Chow Now • Postmates 
DoorDash • Uber Eats

$21.95 
$2 extra for 

smoked salmon 

Available 
Every Day  
Must order a  

day in advance

The Flower Burger Cherry Bomb is favorite on social media.

photo courtesy of Flower Burger

Flavorful and flamboyant veggie 
burgers offered at Flower Burger 

By Jill Weinlein

http://dupars.net/Store/
https://www.emilyjilg.com
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St. Vincent Meals on Wheels  
celebrates 10 millionth meal 

Celebrity chef Wolfgang Puck marked a milestone with St. Vincent 
Meals on Wheels in this photograph from the Sept. 30, 1999, issue of 
the Beverly Press and Park Labrea News. Puck was joined by St. 
Vincent Meals on Wheels founder Sister Alice Marie Quinn as he pre-
pared the 10 millionth meal to be delivered to a homebound senior. 
Puck hand-delivered the meal to 89-year-old East Hollywood resident 
Carla Laemmle, who said the nonprofit’s deliveries enabled her to 
remain independent. St. Vincent Meals on Wheels continues to serve 
nutritious food to seniors in need, providing more than 100,000 meals 
each month to people throughout Los Angeles. For information, visit 
svmow.org. 

Los Angeles Philharmonic returns to the stage 
The Los Angeles Philharmonic 

will return to the Walt Disney 
Concert Hall, resuming live con-
certs on Oct. 9.   

Music and Artistic Director 
Gustavo Dudamel will lead the 
orchestra at the concert hall for the 
first time in 579 days. The perfor-
mance will kick off the LA Phil’s 
2021-22 season and feature vocalist 
Cynthia Erivo and pianist Seong-
Jin Cho.   

The orchestra will also premier a 
commissioned work by Gabriela 
Ortiz titled “Kauyumari.” The new 
piece begins Ortiz’ one-year cura-
torship of the multi-year Pan-
American Music Initiative, cele-
brating the creativity of music 
found across the Americas.  

This milestone season continues 
with programs that reflect on the 
profundity of the current cultural 
moment by examining themes of 
life, death and transcendence in 
music.   

Dudamel first explores the richly-
colored music of the late romantic 
era in its metamorphosis into mod-
ernism from Oct. 14-17. Arnold 
Schoenberg’s “Transfigured 
Night” will be paired with Richard 
Strauss’s “Four Last Songs” 

and “Death and Transfiguration.”   
From Oct. 21-24, Dudamel will 

conduct the orchestra in Mahler’s 
“Symphony No. 4.” The program 
also will feature Steven Mackey’s 
LA Phil-commissioned “Shivaree: 
Fantasy for Trumpet and 
Orchestra” and Jessie 
Montgomery’s “Strum.”  

Throughout the rest of the 2021-22 
season, Dudamel will conduct a dozen 
wide-ranging programs, including the 
world premiere of Thomas 

Adès’ complete “Dante,” the pair-
ing of Stravinsky’s major ballet 
scores with ballet and film scores 
by Ginastera, Villa-
Lobos and Revueltas, and the sea-
son-capping “Power to the 
People!” festival.   

The LA Phil will require proof of 
full vaccination for all audience 
members, staff and artists. All 
attendees must also wear masks 
while indoors.   

For information, visit laphil.com. 

photo courtesy of Los Angeles Philharmonic  

Gustavo Dudamel will lead the LA Phil on Oct. 9 in its first performance 
at Walt Disney Concert Hall in 579 days.  

Los Angeles Zoo offers hauntingly good October 

The Los Angeles Zoo will go 
wild this October with the return of 
Boo at the L.A. Zoo.   

Featuring Halloween decor, a 
spooky stroll and an extinct-
animal graveyard, the zoo will 
offer fun for the whole family Daily 

fun will be offered from 10 a.m. to 
4 pm. In The Lair, zoo-goers will 
come face-to-face with rare snakes, 
poisonous frogs and venomous 
lizards.   

Stroll down a mysterious path of 
spooky décor for some hair-raising 

photo opportunities. In the extinct 
animal graveyard, honor departed 
species and learn how to save at-risk 
wildlife.   

Weekends will include special 
animal feedings and merry-not-
scary entertainment. Watch as a 
mad scientist conjures up spine-
tingling experiments in the 
“Spooktacular Science Show.” 
Magician Brandon Scott will 
take viewers to the funny side of 
the twilight zone with 
“AbracaZoo!”   

Children can make a creepy spi-
der at a craft station or watch ani-
mals enjoy seasonal treats. 
Education stations will offer fright-
ful facts about California critters 
and the sharp fangs of carnivores.   

On Oct. 23, 24, 30 and 31, chil-
dren can trick-or-treat at various 
stations throughout the zoo. 
Costumes are encouraged.   

For information, visit 
lazoo.org/plan-your-visit.  

photo courtesy Los Angeles Zoo  

Costumes are encouraged at the Boo at the L.A. Zoo event throughout 
October.  

Auto enthusiasts came in droves to the Original Farmers Market for 
the return of the Gilmore Heritage Auto Show on Sept. 25. Hundreds of 
visitors strolled to get a free up-close look at California classics. After a 
hiatus in 2020 due to the pandemic, the show featured nearly 50 
American classics, hot rods, muscle cars and trucks as part of the 
“Classic Comeback” theme.  

Gilmore Heritage Auto Show 
cruises into the Farmers Market

photo by Brynn Mechem

Awards honor 
women in media

The Alliance for Women in Media 
Foundation announced the 46th 
Annual Gracie Awards program will 
be held virtually at 7 p.m. on Oct. 5.   

Hosted by actress and 
comedian Lauren Ash, the annual 
gala will feature performances by 
Grammy award-winning singer and 
songwriter Jewel and Grammy 
award-winning American Gospel 
Singer CeCe Winans, honoring 
this year’s award winners.   

This year’s awards coincide with 
AWM’s 70th anniversary. Since its 
inception in 1951, AWM, originally 
known as American Women in 
Radio and Television, has been 
committed to inspiring, educating, 
celebrating accomplishments and 
expanding networks of women 
across all segments of media.  

This year’s honorees include 
Taylor Swift, Robin Roberts, Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and Kelly Clarkson.   

Those interested in watching the 
awards can do so on AWM’s 
Facebook page.   

https://www.diamondfoamandfabric.com
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‘Only Murders in the Building’ channels  
delightful podcast, murder-mystery energy 

Steven Martin and Martin Short 
enjoy a charming friendship dating 
back to 1986’s “The Three 
Amigos,” though they don’t share 
much screen time together. At least 
scripted with Hulu’s “Only 
Murders in the Building,” they 
make their long-awaited reunion 
this century worthwhile.  

While the first few episodes estab-
lish a mystery surrounding the mur-
der of an apartment resident, the ini-
tial allure is that Martin-Short chem-
istry. While they share both residence 
in the Arconia, and background in 
the entrainment industry, the pair 
keep their distance. Charles-Haden 
Savage (Martin), once a small-screen 
celeb for his work as Detective 
Brazos, finds Oliver Putman (Short), 
an out-of-work Broadway director, 

quite insufferable.  
The banter between these two 

stays strong across most episodes, 
Martin playing irritable, practical and 
occasionally, vulnerable. 
Meanwhile, Short serves up familiar 
doses of optimism across his resume. 
The primary difference is that Short’s 
Oliver suffers from the kind of over-
confidence of someone washed up, 
long passed his vocational prime.  

Continual head butting and rib-
bing between them make for a 
splendid experience both on screen 
and for any viewers familiar with 
their near three decades bromance. 
But this story isn’t their’s alone. A 
third character, equally important 
(and also an exec alongside them), 
deserves her due: Selena Gomez.  

Oliver and Charles might clash 

on most things, but they soon bond 
over a shared interest in a true 
crime podcast, also enjoyed by 
another tenant, Mabel Mora 
(Gomez), whose background and 
connection to the Arconia (most 
occupants are older or rich) aren’t a 
topic of discussion. Bringing their 
obsession with a good whodunit to 
life, they stick their noses in the 
apparent suicide of Tim Kono 
(Julian Cihi).  

For the first time, Charles finds 
himself interested in something 
other than a torturous daily routine 
designed to relive various profes-
sional and personal regrets. Oliver, 
however, sees an opportunity. In 
lieu of another stage rejection, he 
can channel his creative energies 
into a podcast that delves into hope-
ful twists and turns of a death that’s 
something more.  

Mabel might be the odd woman 
out here, but that doesn’t bother her. 
She’s all in, and the brilliant trio 
begin their work on the next big 
audio story dubbed “Only Murders 
in the Building.”  

The banter between all three 
works incredibly well. Short and 
Martin might be comedy masters, 
but Gomez provides the necessary 
counterpoint, often serving as the 

better adult in the room, too. Thank 
the creative genius of the writing 
team, especially the primary writ-
ers, both John Hoffman 
(“Looking,” “Grace and Frankie”), 
newcomer Stephen Markley and 
Martin himself, who serves as co-
creator with Hoffman.  

Mind you, “Only Murders in the 
Building” isn’t merely a vehicle for 
character chemistry. As far as com-
edy series go, it doesn’t pack many 
laugh-out-loud moments. That’s 
just fine since each episode builds 
on the central story, and the trio col-
lects more puzzle pieces leading to 
a series of a major revelations.  

Episode seven, “The Boy from 
6B,” even pulls a mostly silent 
episode infused with American 
Sign Language, texting and visual 
storytelling. The outcome is rather 
haunting, a powerful reminder that 
serialized narrative can uproot the 
aesthetic choices that often serve as 

their signature style. Breaking rank 
might actually deliver the best 
episode yet.  

A few familiar faces grace each 
episode, from Tina Fey as a podcast 
superstar to Nathan Lane, playing 
Oliver’s former producer. Even 
Sting pops up. They all serve their 
purpose well, Lane more so than 
others, shining brightest in the latest 
episode, but Gomez, Short and 
Martin make everyone else feel like 
the middle layer of frosting, hardly 
the main event atop the cake.  

Each episodes drops a few bread 
crumbs, though the latest feels 
more like an entire loaf. With three 
episodes left, the next one airing 
Tuesday, the stage is set for a 
beguiling conclusion. And who 
knows where season two will go. 
With this cast and crew on board, 
expect more bingeable, easy view-
ing that prompts a series of heated 
debates and predictions. 

photo courtesy Hulu  

The indelible chemistry between Steve Martin and Martin Short is unde-
niable in “Only Murders in the Building.” 

photo courtesy Hulu  

Selena Gomez, Marin Short and Steve Martin are stellar in “Only 
Murders in the Building.” 

Natural History Museum announces fall programming 
After a year of closure, the 

Natural History Museum in 
Exposition Park is introducing a 
new slate of exhibitions, installa-
tions and public programs for the 
whole family.  

The new season will include a 
celebration of the Dinosaur Hall’s 
10th anniversary, jewelry designer 
Robert Procop’s work and an 
exhibit focused on the work of Dr. 
Jane Goodall.    

Through Nov. 29, view a rare 
female species of a Pacific foot-
ballfish, which was discovered in 
May 2021 at Crystal Cove State 
Park in Newport Beach. The fish, 
which typically is found thou-
sands of feet underwater now 
resides in the museum’s ichthyol-
ogy collection and is one of only 
30 female species available for 
study.   

The museum’s season Spider 
Pavilion will offer a glimpse into 
the life of spiders until Dec. 5. 
Visitors can stroll through the open-
air pavilion to see hundreds of orb 
weavers and their webs. The exhibit 
includes an array of species, from 
tarantulas to jumping spiders.   

While dinosaurs dominated 
land during the Mesozoic Era, 
marine reptiles like a giant 
ichthyosaur, nicknamed Jim 2, 
ruled the sea. On display through 
January, the specimen is the 
largest organism ever found from 
the Middle Triassic Period at 17 
meters long. Excavated from the 
Nevada mountains, visitors can 
view the cone-shaped teeth and 
narrow snout of the ocean preda-
tor’s complete 2-meter skull up 
close. Tom and Bonda Young, 
founders of the Great Basin 
Brewing Co., helped fund the 
seven years of work it took to dig 

up Jim 2 and prepare it in NHM’s 
Dino Lab.  

From Nov. 7 through April 17, 
the museum will present the west 
coast premiere of “Becoming Jane: 
The Evolution of Dr. Jane 
Goodall,” which is organized by 
National Geographic in partnership 
with the Jane Goodall Institute.   

It will explore Goodall’s career, 
surveying the primatologist’s work 
from her early field research in 
Gombe, Tanzania, to her current 
community-centered work. The 
exhibition features experiential 
activities and immersive displays, 
including a replica of her research 
tent, and an immersive projection 
of Tanzania’s Gombe Stream 
National Park.   

“Becoming Jane” made its 
debut at the National Geographic 
Museum in Washington, D.C. 
Major support in Los Angeles pro-
vided by the Annenberg 
Foundation, with additional support 

from Bank of America and 
Visionary Women.   

From Dec. 8 through Feb. 20, 
“Brilliance: The Art and Science of 
Rare Jewels” will display more 
than 100 necklaces, bracelets, rings, 
earrings and unmounted gems.   

The exhibition explores how rare 
gems and minerals are used in a 
variety of fields, from jewelry 
design to scientific research in geol-
ogy, chemistry and physics.  

Drawn primarily from the works 
of master jewelry designer Robert 
Procop, the show includes exam-
ples of colored fancy diamonds, 
such as the largest green diamond 
in the world and one of the world’s 
largest pink diamonds.  

In addition to learning about how 
gems are used to make jewels, visi-
tors will also discover how scien-
tists use these exceptional stones to 
learn about Earth processes, and in 
turn, gain a better understanding of 
how the planet works.  

photo courtesy of NHM  

The Natural History Museum will celebrate Dinosaur Hall’s 10th anniver-
sary as part of its fall programming.  

http://www.vineamericanparty.com


18  September 30, 2021 Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

The Los Angeles County 
Department of Arts and Culture 
has announced that grants totaling 
$867,700 will be awarded to 41 
Los Angeles County school dis-
tricts.  

The Advancement Grant 
Program is administered through 
the L.A. County Arts Education 
Collective, a countywide initiative 
dedicated to making the arts a core 
part of every child’s growth and 
development.  

Advancement Grants, under-
written by the Arts Ed Collective 
Funders Council, offer flexible 
funding to school districts to 
advance arts education in L.A. 
County. 

"Advancement Grants bring arts 
and cultural resources to school 
districts throughout Los Angeles 
County, and I am proud of the 
ways that the program incorpo-
rates an equity lens in its design,” 
said Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors Chair Hilda Solis, 1st 
District. “We need to keep invest-
ing in our creative infrastructure, 
and supporting school districts as 
they bring the arts, improved edu-
cational outcomes, and future 
opportunities in the creative econ-
omy to our youth.”  

With school district matching 
funds, Advancement Grants will 
catalyze more than $1.6 million 
this year to expand access to 
instruction in dance, media arts, 
music, theater and visual arts. 
School districts use Advancement 
Grants to implement district-wide 
arts education in a range of ways 
including arts integration, profes-
sional development and resources 
for teachers, social emotional 
learning in the arts, arts classes and 
musical instrument purchases. 

Research such as the 2015-17 
Arts Education Profile shows that 

students from low income commu-
nities, English learners and stu-
dents of color have less access to 
arts education than their white, 
higher income and English-profi-
cient peers.  

"Advancement Grants show the 
powerful impact of public-private 
partnership and our dual aims to 
reach scale and equity in arts edu-
cation, while prioritizing resources 
and investments to historically 
underserved communities," said 
Kristin Sakoda, Director of Arts 
and Culture. "Especially as we 
continue to recover from the pan-
demic, the human connection, 
educational engagement, wellbe-
ing and creative expression that 
the arts provide are more impor-
tant than ever. We are deeply 
grateful for our school district, 
philanthropic and county partners 
who are working together as part 

of the Arts Ed Collective to ensure 
all young people have opportuni-
ties to create and thrive through 
the arts." 

Informed by the Regional 
Blueprint for Arts Education, the 
Advancement Grant Program is 
one of the Arts Ed Collective’s 
school-based strategies that directs 
resources and investments to his-
torically underserved communi-
ties. Advancement Grants promote 
equity with priority points for 
school districts serving large num-
bers of students (10,000 or 
greater), and those with more than 
71% of students who are eligible 
for Free and Reduced Priced 
Meals, foster youth and English 
language learners.  

"We are honored to be support-
ing these 41 school districts and 
are excited about all of the differ-
ent ways these matching grants 
will help them initiate, expand or 
preserve students’ access to quality 
arts education at this critical time," 
said Jacqueline Chun, chair of the 
L.A. County Arts Ed Collective 
Funders Council Advancement 
Grant Subcommittee. 

Grants awarded to further 
advance arts education

More than $865,000 will be given to 41 school districts to continue arts 
education in Los Angeles County. 

photo courtesy of Arts and Culture

The submission period is now 
open for the 41st College 
Television Awards and Summit to 
be held in spring 2022.  

The annual College Television 
Awards ceremony recognizes and 
rewards excellence in student-pro-
duced programs from colleges and 
universities nationwide. An accom-
panying summit provides profes-
sional development forums for both 
College Television Awards nomi-
nees and media students from 
across the country.  

Emulating the Emmy Awards 
selection process, entries for the 
College Television Awards are 
judged by Television Academy 
members. Awards and cash prizes 
will be presented by top television 
stars to winning teams in six cate-
gories: Scripted Series, Animation 
Series, Nonfiction or Reality 
Series, Commercial, PSA or 
Promo, News and Sports, and the 
Loreen Arbus Focus on Disability 
Scholarship. Criteria for the 
College Television Awards reflect 
industry standards of excellence, 
imagination and innovation across 
categories. 

The Loreen Arbus Focus on 
Disability Scholarship recognizes a 
program focused on people with 
disabilities or helps emerging artists 
with a disability gain recognition 
with a $10,000 award. In addition, 
the Seymour Bricker Humanitarian 
Award, a $4,000 cash prize, will be 
awarded to a College Television 
Award-winning project that best 
highlights a humanitarian concern.  

The College Television Summit 
will include exclusive events and 
webinars designed to educate, men-
tor and enhance professional devel-
opment for nominees prior to the 
awards show. Nominees will partic-
ipate in “virtual visits” with televi-
sion professionals from their specif-

ic fields of interest, and media stu-
dents will join online panels with 
industry leaders focused on career-
building, television production and 
navigating the job market ahead. 

“For over 40 years, the College 
Television Awards has offered a 
diverse group of students from 
across the country the chance to get 
their work noticed by top television 
professionals in Hollywood and 
make industry connections,” said 
Cris Abrego, chair of the Television 
Academy Foundation. “I’m really 
proud of our entire team for their 
continued efforts to provide indus-
try access and exposure as well as 
mentoring to the next generation of 
content creators.” 

Deadline for entries is 5 p.m. on 
Oct. 12 through the online portal at 
televisionacademy.com/CTA/sub-
mit.  

Nominees and winners of the 
41st College Television Awards 
automatically become members of 
the Television Academy 
Foundation's alumni family, gain-
ing access to year-round network-
ing opportunities, events and pro-
fessional development resources. 

Prominent College Television 
Awards alumni include CNN 
national correspondent Natasha 
Chen, “Tom Clancy’s Jack Ryan” 
director Patricia Riggen, 
“Lovecraft Country” visualization 
artist Prasad Narse and “CBS This 
Morning” producer Catherine 
Cannon. 

The Television Academy 
Foundation will continue to moni-
tor developments surrounding the 
COVID-19 pandemic to determine 
which, if any, events can take place 
in person. For now, the 41st 
College Television Awards is 
scheduled for spring 2022 at the 
Academy's Saban Media Center in 
North Hollywood. 

College awards entries open

Craft Contemporary presents 
“Witch Craft: Re¬thinking 
Power,” artist Moffat Takadiwa’s 
first solo museum exhibition, 
which features a new body of work 
accompanied by the artist’s first 
exhibition catalog. 

Moffat Takadiwa transforms 
post-consumer waste – such as 
used toothpaste tubes, spray cans 
and computer keyboards – into 
lush, densely-layered sculptures 
and tapestry wall works that 
embody the complexities of con-
temporary Zimbabwean politics 
and culture, and reference his 
Korekore heritage.  

For his exhibition, Takadiwa 
created new works that defy grav-
ity by floating in mid-air and cas-
cading off walls. These pieces are 
Takadiwa’s investigations of 
power from a distinctly African 
perspective – one that embraces 
spirituality as a powerful resource 
for the continent’s future growth. 

Takadiwa begins his work by 
collecting materials produced by 
Western corporations from dump-
ing grounds in Harare, the capital 
city of Zimbabwe. His work high-
lights how global corporations are 
the continuation of Western cultur-
al and economic influence in 
Zimbabwe. 

“Trade is not only exchange, but 

a weapon of dominance, persua-
sion, to make people totally think 
like the other, because using these 
same materials makes them think 
like a Westerner because of [these 
commercial products’] presence in 
life,” Takadiwa said.  

Once collected, Takadiwa and 
his team of craftspeople and art 
students go through an intensive 
process of cleaning, sorting and 
drilling numerous holes into each 
object before the items can be 
assembled into his densely-tex-
tured works.  

For “Witch Craft: Rethinking 
Power,” Takadiwa produced works 
that look like traditional Korekore 
material culture like baskets or 
mats that would be used in the 
home. A myth brought by colo-
nization states that the traditional 
mats serve as flying devices for 
witches.  

Although he is referencing spe-
cific beliefs and myths about 
witchcraft, Takadiwa is using the 
mats as a touchstone to think about 
power more broadly, questioning 
why the spiritual power that exists 
in Africa is never considered as a 
source for its future development. 

In his series, “Object of 
Influence,” Takadiwa’s tubular 
forms, created from materials such 
as bottle tops, toothpaste tubes, 

and golf tees, levitate throughout 
the gallery.  

In his largest piece for the exhibi-
tion, “Three Little Witches/Karoi,” 
2021, Takadiwa again subverts the 
power of Western products.  

Karoi, which loosely translates 
to “little witches,” is the region 
where Takadiwa grew up. It is also 
an area that has long been associat-
ed with witchcraft, mostly due to 
the punishment of suspected 
witches under the British 
Witchcraft Act, which was meant 
to discourage natives from per-
forming African medical practices.  

In this piece, three blue circles 
constructed from toothbrush 
heads, emerge from a sea of black 
and white computer keys to show 
that Western technology and lan-
guage have not been able to over-
take the spiritual practices of the 
region.  

A resident of Harare, 
Zimbabwe, Takadiwa graduated 
with a fine art diploma from 
Harare Polytechnic College, 
Zimbabwe, in 2008. Part of the 
post-independence generation of 
artists in Zimbabwe, Takadiwa has 
exhibited extensively across major 
institutions in Zimbabwe as well 
as internationally.  

Takadiwa has been a recipient of 
many awards since 2008, includ-
ing the Award of Attendance from 
The Zimbabwe Olympic 
Committee, Harare, Zimbabwe in 
2012. 

For information, visit craftcon-
temporary.org.  

Exhibit explores impact  
of Western culture on Africa

https://www.theagencyre.com


American Jewish University’s 
new program, the Jewish 
Education Excellence Project: 
Supporting Teachers for Healthy 
Schools, has received a grant 
from the Jewish Community 
Foundation of Los Angeles. 

The Jewish Education 
Excellence Project was launched 
to respond to the crisis in educa-
tion that has been catalyzed by 
COVID-19. The program adapts 
models of trauma response and 
resiliency creation used after 
major emergencies and disasters.  

Employing the “train the train-
er” model pioneered by groups 
like the Israel Trauma Coalition, 
American Jewish University is 
working to create a positive 
cycle of support and strength in 
Los Angeles Jewish day schools.  

A central component of the 
program is empowering experi-
enced teachers to serve as men-
tors to fellow teachers. After an 
in-depth training process, men-
tors will partner with their 
mentees to build resilience and 
work together within their 
schools to create healthy envi-
ronments for students. 

“Over the course of the pan-
demic, our society has learned 
who our true heroes are. High on 

this list are teachers,” said AJU 
President Jeffrey Herbst. “Now is 
the moment to address the trauma 
and challenges caused by the 
pandemic, to invest in retaining 
our teachers and to equip them 
for success. We are deeply grate-
ful to the Jewish Community 
Foundation of Los Angeles for 
supporting the Jewish Education 
Excellence Project.”  

JEEP employs an immersive 
cohort model with a curriculum 
that includes strategies related to 
resilience-informed teaching 
practices, pioneered in Israeli 
schools as a response to commu-

nity trauma and social-emotional 
learning. The program will focus 
on burnout causes, including 
returning to the classroom after 
virtual learning, adjusting to stu-
dents with dramatically different 
learning levels and navigating a 
work-life balance. 

“Through JEEP, we are creat-
ing a platform for teachers to 
build resilience and thrive as our 
society recovers from the pan-
demic,” said Rachel Lerner, 
Dean of AJU’s School for Jewish 
Education and Leadership. “We 
are thrilled that The Foundation 
is supporting this work.”  

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News 19  September 30, 2021

Multiplying Good, a nonprofit 
focused on fueling personal 
growth and leadership through 
public service, announced that 
Los Angeles-based students will 
be recognized for their service 
work during the 49th Annual 
Jefferson Awards.  

Held at 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 30, 
the Jefferson Awards will cele-
brate service to others performed 
by notable public figures, grass-
roots heroes and Multiplying 
Good program participants from 
across the country.  

This year, a group of Los 
Angeles-based students were ele-
vated to the national level as the 
2021 Students in Action 
Representative for Los Angeles. 
During the event, the Los 
Angeles team will discover if 
they will be awarded a National 
Jefferson Award. 

The students are part of the 
group Valley Changemakers, 
composed of 10 students from 
six high schools. This year, the 
team decided to direct their 
efforts towards UN Global Goal 
15, Life on Land, by combating 
the issues affecting the San 
Fernando Valley, from wildfires 
to neglect. 

Valley Changemakers adopted 
a burned part of the Sepulveda 
Basin Wildlife Reserve, where 
they picked up trash, created 
and planted seed balls, weeded 
invasive species and watered 
existing plants. The team dove 
into educational projects such as 
creating four brochures and a 
children’s book highlighting 
important factors about the 
Basin and bringing awareness to 
wildfires. 

Students will be recognized 

alongside Joan Ganz Cooney, co-
founder of Sesame Street; Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases; Jess Ladd, 
founder of Callisto; Margot 
Bellon and Isabel Way, founders 
of Bridging Tech; DeAndre 
Brown, executive director of 
Lifeline to Success; and JUST 
Goods.  

"For nearly 50 years, the 
Jefferson Awards has elevated 
the good that is happening all 
around us," said Hillary Schafer, 
CEO of Multiplying Good. 
"When we celebrate service on 
our biggest stage, those stories 
echo across the nation, reaching 
thousands of Americans and 
inspiring them into action."  

For information and registra-
tion, visit 
multiplyinggood.org/JA2021.  

Nonprofit awards honor L.A. students

The Los Angeles County 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation will host the 7th 
annual “I Matter: Girls 
Empowerment Conference” from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 9, at Earvin Magic Johnson 
Park, 905 El Segundo Blvd.; 
Loma Alta Park, 3330 Lincoln 
Ave., in Altadena; and the 
Hacienda Heights Community 
Center, 1234 Valencia Ave. 

Themed “Girls with Dreams 
Become Women with Vision,” 
the conference will provide 
attendees an opportunity to meet 
and hear from women innova-
tors, educators and trailblazers. 
They can also attend fun and 
educational breakout sessions, 
connect with peers, receive free 
gifts and showcase their dance 
moves during a lunchtime dance 
party with a DJ. The free event is 
open to girls ages 12 to 18.  

The keynote speaker will be 
Mikaila Ulmer, a 17-year-old 
entrepreneur who launched Me 
& the Bees Lemonade and 
appeared on the reality TV series 
“Shark Tank.” 

Conference breakout sessions 
will focus on empowering girls 
to use their voices for change and 
build upon their individual 

visions for success. Workshops 
include Women in Tech, which 
will teach girls how to close the 
gender gap in the technology 
industry, and Delete the Divide, 
which will provide training, 
technical certifications, scholar-
ships and employment opportu-
nities.  Career exploration, path-
ways to college and career work-
shops, and sports and dance ses-
sions are also scheduled.  

“We are honored to host the ‘I 
Matter: Girls Empowerment 
Conference,’ which will encour-
age young women to use their 
voice to live a life full of endless 
possibilities,” L.A. County Parks 
Director Norma Edith Garcia-
González said. “It is extremely 
important to empower today’s 
young women so that we may 
have a future where all people 
have room to succeed, regardless 
of their gender.”  

Due to COVID-19 protocols, 
all participants must wear masks 
indoors and physical distancing 
will be mandated. Parents may 
not attend the conference, as the 
event is solely for girls ages 12-
18. 

Space is limited. For informa-
tion and to register, visit 
parks.lacounty.gov/gec2021.

Conference empowers girls 
to reach their potential

The Los Angeles Dodgers 
Foundation and 76, formerly Union 
76, are teaming up to fuel access to 
science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics education in Los 
Angeles. The collaboration, which 
launched during the final week of 
Major League Baseball’s regular 
season, will help LADF, in partner-
ship with Science of Sport, provide 
and expand hands-on STEM cur-
riculum and programming to ele-
mentary and middle schools in 
underserved communities. 

Fans can support the initiative by 
texting FUEL to 41623, or by visit-
ing the LADF Homebase in the 
Centerfield Plaza at Dodger 
Stadium. The first 1,000 fans to 
donate $76 or more will receive six 
collectible 76 and Dodger pins. 

Fans who donate in person at 
Dodger Stadium will also receive 
additional giveaways, including a 
bag of caramel popcorn. Fans can 
also support the effort by partici-
pating in a special online auction 
through Oct. 5 at dodgers.com/auc-
tions. The auction will feature 

autographed Dodger player memo-
rabilia including game-worn jer-
seys from the series with the 
Arizona Diamondbacks earlier this 
season. Fans can also support the 
program by entering LADF’s 
50/50 Raffle on Saturday, Oct. 2, 
when 50% of money raised will 
benefit STEM programming. 
Matching funds up to $76,000 will 
be provided by 76 for the entire 
campaign. 

“We are thrilled to team up with 
76 to make this limited-edition pin 
available,” said Nichol Whiteman, 
CEO of the Los Angeles Dodgers 
Foundation. “It is our hope that 
Dodger fans join us in this collabo-
ration that will allow us the oppor-
tunity to provide the gift of STEM 
education to thousands more 
youth.” 

As part of its continued commit-
ment to improving education, 
LADF’s STEM curriculum was 
developed through a grant to 
Science of Sport. The goal is to 
educate young people and increase 
curiosity in STEM subjects. 

LADF’s Science of Baseball pro-
gram addresses inequities for 
Black, Latino and female students 
by partnering with schools in 
underserved communities. To date, 
more than 90 Los Angeles Unified 
School District, Inglewood Unified 
School District and Compton 
Unified School District teachers 
have been trained, serving 9,000 
students. The LADF Science of 
Baseball curriculum utilizes base-
ball examples to improve student 
interest and performance in STEM 
for students in the third through 
eighth grades. 

“We’re excited to work with the 
Los Angeles Dodgers Foundation 
this year, fueling a cause important 
to the Los Angeles community,” 
said Rod Palmer, general manager 
of branded marketing for Phillips 
66 Company, owner of 76. “As a 
long-time sponsor of the Dodgers, 
we’re proud to be a part of LADF’s 
important work in STEM educa-
tion.” 

For information, visit 
dodgers.com/ladf. 

Dodgers support STEM education programs

AJU awarded grant for COVID-19 program

Girls ages 12 to 18 are encouraged to participate in the 7th annual “I 
Matter: Girls Empowerment Conference” on Oct. 9.
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https://www.kccla.org


The annual fall Beverly Hills Art 
Show returns from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on Oct. 16-17.  

Work from 125 artists will be 
presented along Beverly Gardens 
Park from Beverly Drive to 
Crescent Drive. The artists will 
cover 11 different mediums 
including sculpture, painting, pho-
tography, mixed media, ceramics, 
digital art, drawing and printmak-
ing, glass, jewelry and watercolor.  

Los Angeles-based featured 
artists include Harrison Hill, docu-
mentary photographer and videog-
rapher; Christen Austin, painter; 
Glynn Galloway, sculptor; Richard 
Reiner, painter; and Joe Vilaiwan, 
fine jewelry artist. 

Hill’s work highlights the 
numerous subcultures and under-
represented communities that hide 
between the nation's main high-
ways and cities. Growing up in 
Kentucky, he was most intrigued 
by the issues and themes that many 
left unnoticed, and found joy in 
sharing these unique perspectives 
with the world. His work has been 
recognized by “National 
Geographic” and “The New York 
Times.” 

As a Black female artist living in 
America, Austin feels it is impor-
tant to provide imagery through 
her paintings that represents the 
Black community in a way that 
encompasses positivity and relata-
bility.  

“Much of the legacy of African 
American art and expression has 
been based on the experiences and 
truths of Black people and has 
often been created in opposition to 
the images and perceptions forced 
upon them by euro-centric ideolo-
gies,” Austin said. “My current 
focus is building a body of work 
that captures the beauty of Black 
culture and explores the depths of 
its universal qualities.” 

Galloway describes himself as 
an "oblique artist" – not parallel, 
not perpendicular, not outsider but 
also not mainstream. He creates 
unusual mixed-media assemblage 
sculptures, which are constructed 
primarily of objects that he collects 
from antique stores and markets 
throughout the United States and 
overseas.   

Galloway is self-taught in all the 

disciplines in which he works and 
created his first assemblage in 
2009.  

Reiner was born in the New 
York Bronx and was raised in the 
Northeast. He credits his family 
with exposing him to the arts from 
an early age.  

Reiner’s landscapes reflect his 
love of the outdoors and nature, 
and capture both the serenity and 
power of nature. His abstracts are 
emotive of the same power of 
nature, utilizing color and pattern 
to express strong feeling and 
movement. His figurative work 
captures the movement and 
strength of his subjects.    

Vilaiwan of Vilaiwan Fine 
Jewelry is a second-generation jew-
eler. In his native Thailand, Joe 
grew up learning about his family’s 
diamond jewelry business and 
developed an instinct for identify-
ing quality stones and metals. A nat-
ural-born artist, Vilaiwan began 
designing jewelry at age 14 when 
he created avant garde diamond 
rings that hinted at his future career.  

A favorite among fashion edi-

tors, stylists and celebrities, 
Vilaiwan Fine Jewelry has been 
featured in magazines, on runways 
and in film. Vilaiwan recently col-
laborated with Disney Consumer 
Products to create the couture jew-
elry collection for the major 
motion picture, “Oz the Great and 
Powerful.” 

Amid the artist displays, guests 
can purchase food and beverages 
from several gastro-worthy food 
trucks including Cousin’s Maine 
Lobster, The Deli Doctor, Pie N’ 
Burger, Thai-Mex Cocina and 
Paradise Cookies + Ice Cream.   

The free art show is produced by 
the City of Beverly Hills 
Community Services Department.  
Parking is available in city lots just 
south of Santa Monica Boulevard, 
adjacent to the show site.  For 
more information, visit beverly-
hills.org/artshow or call (310)285-
6830.   
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Holocaust Museum Los 
Angeles presents “Jack Boul: 
Reflections of a Post-War 
Europe,” an exhibit running 
from Oct. 1 through the end of 
November featuring Boul’s 
work which reflects his person-
al experiences and the horrors 
of World War II. 

“Jack Boul: Reflections of a 
Post-War Europe” explores 
emotional reactions to witness-
ing the consequences of the 
inconceivable brutality and suf-
fering that occurred during the 
Holocaust. The works by 
American artist Boul capture 
the loss and desperation, and 
unbelievable survival and 
resilience, that was often too 
difficult to express in words. 

Boul was drafted into the 
U.S. Army in 1945 and sta-
tioned at a German prisoner of 
war camp near Pisa, Italy. 
German prisoners of war denied 
mounting evidence of the 
Holocaust to Boul, greatly 
upsetting him. 

After the war, Boul studied at 
the Cornish School of Art and 
later American University, where 
he became a professor of art. He 
began exhibiting his work in 
1951 in group and solo shows. 

Works by Boul have been 
acquired by the National 
Gallery of Art and the Phillips 
Collection, and his paintings, 
sculptures and monoprints have 
been exhibited at the Corcoran 
Gallery of Art, the Baltimore 
Museum of Art and the Mint 
Museum of Charlotte, North 
Carolina. For 70 years, he has 
been a premiere artist in the 
Washington, D.C., area. 

The graphic and horrific 
images of the Holocaust have 
stayed with Boul throughout 
his life. After he studied the 
official World War II pho-
tographs at the National 
Archives, Boul created the 

Holocaust series to be dis-
played. The collection was first 
shown at Washington’s 
Corcoran Gallery of Art in 
2000 and later donated to 
Holocaust Museum Los 
Angeles. Boul views the collec-
tion as his way of keeping the 
history alive. 

“I thought it was important 
that they not be forgotten,” 
Boul said. 

Admission is free, but reser-
vations are required. Holocaust 
Museum Los Angeles is located 
at 100 The Grove Drive. For 
information visit holocaustmu-
seumla.org/post / jack-boul-
exhibit. 

Exhibit depicts Jack Boul’s   
reflections from the Holocaust

Artist Jack Boul’s personal expe-
riences and the horrors of World 
War II can be seen in the new 
exhibit at Holocaust Museum 
Los Angeles.

photo courtesy of Holocaust Museum Los Angeles

Annual art show returns to Beverly Hills

Painter Christen Austin will show her work which highlights the beauty of 
Black culture. 

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

The Cedars-Sinai Accelerator has 
welcomed eight health tech compa-
nies from across the United States to 
its seventh accelerator class as part of 
a core program that lasts three 
months, during which the companies 
are connected with a variety of men-
tors inside and outside Cedars-Sinai. 

The companies are creating solu-
tions for a variety of healthcare chal-
lenges, from facilitating parts of the 
patient journey remotely while still 
maintaining a human connection, to 
designing the hospital of the future. 

The companies participate in a cur-
riculum designed to help them grow. 
Some companies go on to pilot or 
sign commercial agreements with 
Cedars-Sinai. Previous accelerator 
participants, such as WELL Health, 
Aiva and Feedtrail, are widely used 
across Cedars-Sinai every day. 

“We’re learning what the ‘new 
normal’ looks like for hospitals, 
providers and patients, and are excit-
ed to welcome these companies to 
our accelerator,” said Anne 
Wellington, managing director of the 
Cedars-Sinai Accelerator. “The solu-
tions they are creating allow health 

systems like Cedars-Sinai to support 
our diverse patient population, offer 
innovative treatments and diagnos-
tics, and keep our facilities on the 
leading edge of technology.” 

While the accelerator program 
was held entirely virtually in 2020, 
this year's hybrid model allows com-
pany representatives to choose 
whether to attend in person at 
Cedars-Sinai or virtually via telecon-
ference. However they choose to 
attend, the companies’ leaders will 
work closely with doctors, 
researchers and administrators to 
understand how their products and 
solutions fit into the day-to-day 
experiences of clinicians, providers 
and patients. 

All the businesses accepted into 
the program receive a $100,000 
investment from Cedars-Sinai. At the 
conclusion of the three-month pro-
gram, company CEOs will share 
their progress with an audience of 
investors, mentors, potential cus-
tomers and members of the news 
media at a Demo Day. 

For information, visit csaccelera-
tor.com.  

Hospital hosting accelerator class
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Housing justice advocates from 
AIDS Healthcare Foundation 
announced on Sept. 23 AHF’s filing 
of a lawsuit challenging a provision 
in Senate Bill 10, a housing produc-
tion bill signed by Gov. Gavin 
Newsom.  

The complaint, filed on Sept. 22, 
challenges the constitutionality of a 
provision in the bill intended 
to streamline the process for cities 
to zone for multi-unit housing. A 
clause in the legislation states that 
“notwithstanding … restrictions 
enacted by local initiative, a local 
government may adopt an ordi-
nance to zone a parcel for up to 10 

units of residential density per par-
cel.”  

Unlike zoning ordinances passed 
by local government, ordinances 
adopted by initiative measure may 
not be amended or repealed without 
a vote of the people. AHF asserts 
this provision that allows legislators 
to override zoning restrictions vio-
lates the constitutional right of ini-
tiative by allowing local govern-
ment to repeal or disregard initia-
tive measures.   

According to a press statement 
issued by Newsom upon signing 
SB 10 (and SB 9), the bill “…cre-
ates a voluntary process for local 

governments to access a stream-
lined zoning process for new multi-
unit housing near transit or in urban 
infill areas, with up to 10 units per 
parcel.”  

“We believe SB 10 includes a 
blatant constitutional overreach in 
its provision allowing two-thirds of 
members a city council, board of 
supervisors or other such ‘members 
of a legislative body’ to override 
local initiatives, including those 
with zoning restrictions, that may 
have been legally put in place by 
voters through the initiative 
process,” AHF president Michael 
Weinstein said. “This provision 
ignores the intent and will of voters 
totally disregarding the sanctity of 
voters’ rights.”

The Asbury PR Agency, Inc., a 
boutique entertainment and 
lifestyle industries public relations 
agency launched in 1996 by veteran 
publicist Dan Harary, will celebrate 
its 25th anniversary on Oct. 1.  

“Wow, 25 years. It’s been quite a 
ride,” Harary said. “The past quar-
ter-century really went by in a 
flash. My team and I have been so 
fortunate to have survived every 
conceivable obstacle in our path, 
including the dot-com bubble 
burst, a devasting fire, several 
client bankruptcies, an employee 
death, a bank account hack and 
even a global pandemic. We’re like 
the Energizer Bunny. Somehow, 
not only are we still here, but we’re 
actually going stronger than ever, 
thanks to our terrific, versatile and 
resilient clients.”  

The Asbury PR Agency current-

ly represents the Musso & Frank 
Grill; Megatrax Music, an indepen-
dent production music studio; 
MastersFX, a character and make-
up effects studio; Legacy 
Entertainment, designer of themed 
attractions; and Andrew Jones 
Auctions, an L.A.-based artworks 
and antiques auctioneer. The 
agency also represents the soon to 
debut Dome Fest West festival pre-
senting full-dome/360-degree films 
from around the world; jazz gui-
tarist Bruce Forman and his tribute 
to Barney Kessel music project; the 
soon to launch Voices of Classic 
Rock Archive of historic rock star 
interviews and radio programs; and 
the RM 15 Creative marketing 
agency.  

“I never could have imagined, 
back in 1996, that we would still be 
standing 25 years later,” Harary 

added. “We’ve handled so many 
hundreds of clients since our 
launch, working within every con-
ceivable aspect of the entertain-
ment and leisure industries. More 
recently, we expanded our reach 
into the lifestyle arena, having rep-
resented clients such as famous 
restaurants, with Musso & Frank as 
our marque client in that space. 
We’ve also taken on art galleries, 
fine artists and art exhibits, books 
and authors, lawyers and law firms, 
new product launches and even the 
daughter of Hans Holzer, the 
world’s very first, real-life 
‘Ghostbuster.’ As long as there are 
talented individuals and interesting 
companies around the U.S. that 
need to spread the word about their 
latest project, show, event, festival 
or release, we’ll be here.”  

The Asbury PR Agency is locat-
ed at 449 ½ S. Doheny Drive in 
Beverly Hills. For information, 
visit asburypr.com. 
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maintained a high-profile police 
presence that includes foot, bike 
and vehicle patrols, undercover 
operations and deployments of 
detectives and reserve officers. 
Monico said the extra deployments 
will continue indefinitely. It has not 
yet been specifically decided 
which units will use the additional 
$30,000 from the city, but it will go 
toward crime prevention in the 
Melrose District, she added.   

“We’ve had people out there 
walking the streets, engaging with 
people,” Monico said. “We are 
talking to business owners, resi-
dents, people visiting the area and 
shopping, and tourists. Our goal is 
to deter crime and the fear of crime, 
and also engage the community. 
We are building collaborations, 
building partnerships and fostering 
trust with the Melrose community. 
[The extra money from the city] is 
going to be very helpful to us 
because we can add even more 
resources to the area.”  

Monico said the department also 
supports an initiative proposed by 
the Melrose Action Neighborhood 
Watch to install cameras on private 
property that could be used to mon-
itor the neighborhood for criminal 
activity. She stressed that the 
LAPD cannot advocate for specific 
types of cameras or companies, but 
said in general, cameras provide an 
extra tool for addressing crime.  

“The cameras can provide us 
with information,” Monico said. 
“We don’t endorse anything, but 
the community feels like it would 
like to try some type of cameras. 
Any kind of security system or 
camera system is always helpful to 
solve crimes.”  

The proposal by Melrose Action 
Neighborhood Watch calls for 20 
cameras with license plate reading 
capabilities to be installed, and 
footage to be shared with the 
LAPD. The cameras will cost 
approximately $37,000, said Peter 
Nichols, co-founder of Melrose 
Action Neighborhood Watch.  

Nichols started a GoFundMe 
account to raise money for the 
cameras, and approximately 
$27,000 has been generated so far. 
Koretz committed $10,000 to pur-
chase the cameras, and the 
Melrose Action Neighborhood 
Watch received a $10,000 dona-
tion from Raya’s Paradise, a bou-
tique residential care community 
for seniors with locations in the 
Melrose District and West 
Hollywood.  

“It’s gotten to the point where 
people don’t feel safe. It never 
used to be like that,” Raya’s 
Paradise CEO Moti Gamburd said. 
“A neighbor came to me and told 
me about the cameras, and I said, 
‘I’ll give them $10,000. Let’s do 
anything we can to improve the 
community and keep people safe.’ 
I thought it would be good for the 
community, good for me and good 
for my neighbors.”  

Koretz also committed to help-
ing the Melrose Action 
Neighborhood Watch get the cam-
era project implemented once all 
the money is raised.  

“Our office is happy to kick in 
$10,000,” Koretz added. “The 
hardest part with the city is once 
we make a commitment, you have 
to go through the city bureaucracy, 
so we will be on top of that.”  

Nichols said he had not heard 
about any serious crimes occurring 
in the area during the past week, 
which Monico confirmed, and he 
is cautiously optimistic that recent 
police deployments are making a 
difference. He added that deploy-
ments must be sustained to keep 
the Melrose District safe.  

“They want to be engaged with 
the community and get businesses 
more involved so they are not an 
easy target. They are providing 
more officers and more assets to 
the community,” Nichols said. “I 
think it’s an encouraging sign. 
Whatever they have been doing … 
has had an impact on crime sup-
pression, so far.” 

During its Sept. 20 meeting, the 
West Hollywood City Council 
extended its residential eviction 
moratorium through the end of 
January, which includes a moratori-
um on only no-fault evictions.   

The city’s commercial moratori-
um, which protects tenants from 
eviction for failure to pay rent due 
to financial impacts related to 
COVID-19 through Sept. 30, was 
left unchanged.   

According to a city staff report, 
the continuation of the city’s mora-
torium will allow more residents 
access to intervention services so 
tenants can ascertain their rights 
and responsibilities to prevent 
unnecessary displacement.   

Councilwoman Lindsey 
Horvath, who set forth the motion, 
said the continuation was neces-
sary to give renters a sense of sta-
bility, particularly as the Delta 
variant remains prominent.   

“This could give some transition 
time to address a lot of concerns 
that were raised,” Horvath said. 
“There are vaccines for young 
people on the horizon. Perhaps 
some of the delays with funding, 
whether it’s unemployment assis-
tance or Housing is Key funding – 
all of those forms of assistance 
might help people be made 
whole.”   

According to a staff report, the 
city has allocated $4 million in 
emergency funding for services 
related to the pandemic, 62% of 
which was directed toward social 
services.   

Social services manager David 
Giugni said Housing is Key, the 
state’s rent relief program, has 
received 1,265 applications from 
West Hollywood community 
members. Of those, 1,262 have 

been or will be processed and paid.  
The city of Los Angeles’ evic-

tion protections remain in place 
until one year after the end of the 
city’s local emergency order or 
May 2023, whichever date comes 
earlier.   

Under the city’s moratorium, 
renters cannot be evicted for unau-
thorized occupants, pets, nuisance 
reasons or non-payment of rent 
due to the pandemic. No owners 
can charge interest or a late fee on 
rent not paid, and no-fault evic-
tions are prohibited.   

“I know firsthand how painful it 
is to lose a home. As a kid growing 
up in a working-class household, 
my family and I moved 10 times 
by the time I was 12, and we were 
evicted multiple times,” said 
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 13th 
District. “That experience is why I 

made sure the city’s COVID-19 
eviction moratorium would be the 
strongest in the nation. City of Los 
Angeles renters can rest assured 
that these protections remain firm-
ly in place.”  

Likewise, the Beverly Hills 
eviction moratoria are tied to the 
end of the city’s local emergency, 
declared by the City Council. 
There is no built-in end date to the 
moratoria, said Helen Morales, 
director of the city’s rent stabiliza-
tion program.   

The city’s rent stabilization 
commission discussed modifica-
tions to the eviction moratorium 
and will review a resolution at its 
next regular meeting on Oct. 6. 
The commission’s resolution, once 
approved, will be presented to the 
City Council for discussion and 
recommendations.  

Melrose resources deployed 
From page 1
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Tenant groups have been protesting the end of the eviction moratorium 
in downtown Los Angeles.

Asbury PR Agency celebrates 25th

State releases COVID-19 action plan
Following the U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA) autho-
rization of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine for boosters 
for those over the age of 65 and 
high-risk individuals, Gov. Gavin 
Newsom on Sept. 23 released his 
COVID-19 Vaccine Action Plan.  

It outlines how the state will be 
able to immediately begin admin-
istering doses to eligible 
Californians, continue its equity-
centered focus on eligible but 
unvaccinated individuals and 
expand operations after more 
Californians are eligible.  

“California continues to lead the 
nation in both vaccines adminis-
tered and low case rates. Vaccines 
work. They are safe, effective and 
are how we end this pandemic,” 
Newsom said. “We fully support 
our federal partners’ determination 
to provide boosters, and California 
has built the necessary infrastruc-
ture to mobilize such vaccine dis-
tribution – all to help protect the 
health and well-being of 
Californians.”  

Developed in concert with local 
partners and providers statewide, 
the administration is working to 
leverage the existing vaccine infra-
structure to connect eligible 
Californians with local providers 
who can administer the vaccine.   

California’s vaccine action plan 
outlines scenarios to ensure the 
state and partners can meet expect-
ed demand for boosters. The plan 
also ensures the state’s readiness to 
administer vaccines to 
Californians under age 12, which 
is anticipated as early as next 
month.  

The state’s MyTurn.ca.gov plat-
form is ready to launch its booster 
eligibility screener and appoint-
ment finder to connect 
Californians to walk-in vaccine 
locations and appointments. The 
site will also send text message 
alerts when individuals are eligible 
for a booster. The MyCAVax vac-
cine ordering tool is updated to 
allow providers to order the supply 
they need to meet the expected 
demand for these additional 
doses.  

The state also has been under-
taking a coordination effort to 
ensure partners are prepared and 
have the capacity to administer 
boosters and vaccines to children 
under age 12. The effort includes 
ongoing conversations with health 
plans and statewide pharmacy 
chains about potential partnership 
opportunities, as well as upcoming 
trainings for medical providers to 
ensure they have the information 
and resources they need.  

Cities act to provide tenants relief 
From page 1

AHF lawsuit challenges Senate bill
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required to seek input from the 
public and accept nominations at a 
public meeting.   

Additionally, the board can con-
sult the California School Boards 
Association for guidance if neces-
sary, Willis said.   

“There is no specific legal 
process in terms of how potential 
candidates must be vetted,” he 
added.   

According to the board’s 
bylaws, members must agree on 
an appointee by a majority vote, 
even if the board is short one 
member. The appointee will serve 
through the next regularly-sched-
uled election in November 2022, 
Willis said.   

However, members of the pub-
lic may petition Duardo to hold a 
special election, he added. If a 
special election is prompted, it is 
required to be held 130 days after 
the election was ordered, Willis 
said.   

The seat became vacant last 
week, when Walker-Shuman 
unexpectedly announced her res-
ignation. Earlier this month, an 
anonymous complaint was sent to 
a handful of governmental agen-
cies and media outlets, claiming 
that Walker-Shuman had moved 
out of state but continued to serve 

on the board.  
The board vice president denied 

the allegations on multiple occa-
sions and said she welcomed the 
investigation before resigning. In 
her resignation, which took effect 
immediately, Walker-Shuman said 
she was “no longer willing to sac-
rifice my personal peace.”  

The board’s reaction to her res-
ignation appeared mixed. In a 
statement issued after deadline 
last week, President Rachelle 
Marcus said the resignation 
“reflects the serious facts and 
issues that were clouding her true 
residency and ability to legally 
serve on the board.” She had pre-
viously called for the district’s 
legal counsel to investigate the 
complaint.  

At Tuesday’s BHUSD Board 
meeting, Margo honored Walker-
Shuman, who he said was a “bril-
liant” board member who was 
always well-prepared and “well-
versed in the mechanics” of how 
the district runs. He said she was 
“overly-dedicated” to students’ 
safety and success.   

“Based on the true evidence, 
what happened here isn't a good 
thing,” Margo added. “As part of 
our reflection and analysis, it’s 
important to consider the motiva-

tions that led here. Why would 
certain community members work 
so hard to disrupt a school board 
that has voted unanimously, 5-0, 
99% of the time? Who ultimately 
stands to gain from disrupting the 
united school board in a time of 
pandemic and educational 
progress? I can only speculate as 
to the answers to these important 
questions.   

“The cardinal rule for govern-
ing a school district is to keep the 
focus on the students and the edu-
cation they receive. While most of 
their education will be taught in 
the classroom, this is an opportune 
moment where they, and we 
alongside them, can learn from a 
real-world situation. We all stand 
to gain from the lessons here 
about sacrifice, about injustice, 
about leadership, about knowing 
when the fight becomes counter-
productive and when to move on 
to the next chapter. I encourage 
my colleagues and our entire com-
munity to take this opportunity to 
ponder these important questions 
and to consider where we stand. 
We are certainly better than this. 
We have to be – for our kids, for 
our shared harmony and for the 
future we want for this communi-
ty.” 

cil office.  
“This recall attempt never got in 

the way of doing what we were 
elected decisively to do,” she said. 
“I love the people and the neighbor-
hoods of this district and will con-
tinue to work with them to make 
this an even better place to live, 
work and raise our children.”   

Collins said the recall campaign 
originated from Raman’s handling 
of the numerous issues that arose 
from homeless encampments near 
Hollywood Boulevard and Berendo 
Street in the Los Feliz District ear-
lier this year.   

“It was horrible,” she said. “It 
was well known to be occupied by 
gang members. At one point, the 
police did a raid and they found a 
huge stash of cash, drugs. They 
found evidence that they had been 
prostituting, or sex trafficking is 

what they said. The entire encamp-
ment had a lab … blow up in there. 
And this was all, I believe, 325 feet 
from a school.”  

Collins said community mem-
bers begged Raman for assistance, 
which she “continued to refuse.”   

“These poor families around here 
were just tortured,” she added. 
“They couldn’t go out at night. 
They couldn’t go walk their dogs. 
They couldn’t go out in the street. 
They were nervous about leaving 
because a lot of times when they 
did, they would come back and 
their fences were tagged, their 
houses were broken into. It became 
a really, really ugly situation. …
This is a community that had, on 
their Ring [security] cameras, gun 
fights in the street.”   

Then, in July, Raman posted on 
social media that all of the 

unhoused individuals living in the 
encampment had been connected 
with shelters and other services. 
“They are all still indoors. 
Everyone is on the path to securing 
safe, stable housing. Some are 
already matched,” Raman tweeted.   

Collins said the encampment had 
just moved across Hollywood 
Boulevard.  

“I witnessed with my own eyes. 
…They just moved across the 
street, into [Councilman] Mitch 
O’Farrell’s district. Ironically, 
Nithya and her supporters had 
protested against Mitch O’Farrell’s 
clean-up of Echo Park a couple 
months before that,” she said.   

CD4 for CD4 is offering refunds 
to individuals who donated to the 
campaign. Refunds can be request-
ed by sending an e-mail to 
info@recallraman.org by Oct. 15.  

Seat vacancy could be determined by election 
From page 1

Campaign to recall Raman ‘paused’ 
From page 1

Assemblyman Richard Bloom 
(D-Santa Monica) joined Gov. 
Gavin Newsom on Sept. 27 to cele-
brate the signing of Senate Bill 170 
at the site of the KNP Complex Fire 
in the Sequoia National Forest.   

Negotiations for SB 170, which 
Bloom spearheaded, led to allocat-
ing $15 billion in funding in this 
year’s budget to combat climate 
change and worsening wildfires.  

“California is doubling down on 
our nation-leading policies to con-
front the climate crisis head on 
while protecting the hardest-hit 
communities,” Newsom said at the 
site. “We’re deploying a compre-
hensive approach to meet the sober-
ing challenges of the extreme 
weather patterns that imperil our 
way of life and the Golden State as 

we know it.”  
As California faces drought-like 

conditions, record low rainfall and 
record high temperatures, the vege-
tation around the state is stressed, 
resulting in drier, more dangerous 
conditions earlier on in the fire sea-
son that calls for more resources 
and funding to be directed toward 
climate resiliency.  

“We must begin to scale up our 
fire prevention efforts in a way we 
never have before,” Bloom said. “I 
am grateful to Governor Newsom 
for his leadership and immediate 
action on this issue, and I thank the 
agencies involved in these efforts to 
protect Californians from wildfires 
up and down the state. We have a 
long way to go, but $15 billion is a 
great start.” 

Governor signs wildlife legislation

photo courtesy of Assemblyman Richard Bloom’s office  
Assemblyman Richard Bloom, second from left, spearheaded SB 170, 
which Gov. Gavin Newsom, second from right, signed this month.  

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Sept. 22 
announced the administration’s 
participation in a new advisory 
group to advance the state’s leader-
ship on reproductive freedom. 

Additionally, he signed legisla-
tion furthering the state’s commit-
ment to ensuring access to essen-
tial reproductive and sexual health 
care services.   

The legislation will protect the 
privacy of patients seeking sensi-
tive health care services, including 
reproductive health care, and cre-
ate new safeguards to protect 
patients and providers from 
harassment.   

“California has been a leader in 
protecting access to sexual and 
reproductive rights, but as we’ve 
seen recently with unprecedented 
attacks on these rights, we can and 
must do more,” Newsom said. “I 
applaud the establishment of the 
California Future of Abortion 
Council and look forward to its 
important work to advance our 
state's leadership on this vital 
issue. I’m proud today to sign 
these two bills that demonstrate 
our dedication to strengthening 
and further protecting access to 
reproductive health care services 
in California.”  

Assembly Bill 1356 increases 
penalties for current crimes under 
the California Freedom of Access 
to Clinic Act and updates online 
privacy laws and peace officer 
training related to anti-reproduc-
tion-rights offenses.   

Another bill, AB 1184, will pro-

tect the privacy rights of people 
receiving sensitive health care ser-
vices, including reproductive 
health care and gender-affirming 
care, by ensuring patient informa-
tion is kept confidential if they are 
not the primary policyholder for 
their health insurance.  

Newsom’s actions come in the 
wake of attacks on sexual health 
care and reproductive rights 
around the country, including the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s failure to 
block Texas’ ban on abortion after 
six weeks.   

The California Future of 
Abortion Council was launched by 
Planned Parenthood Affiliates of 
California, NARAL-Pro Choice 
CA, Black Women for Wellness, 
ACCESS Reproductive Justice 
and National Health Law Program.  

It will work in collaboration 
with researchers, advocates, policy 
makers, providers, patients and 
key constituents to identify poten-
tial challenges that currently exist 
or may arise, and recommend solu-
tions that will continue the state’s 
reproductive freedom leadership.  

In 2019, Newsom signed 
a proclamation on reproductive 
freedom, reaffirming California’s 
commitment to protecting 
women’s reproductive choices.   

The governor has advanced 
investments to expand access to 
reproductive and sexual health 
care and signed multiple bills pro-
tecting reproductive freedom, 
including SB 374 earlier this year 
and SB 24 and AB 1264 in 2019.

Reproductive freedom bills signed

Holocaust survivors denounce Assembly Bill 101  
Hundreds of Holocaust survivors 

and their descendants on Sept. 23 
urged Gov. Gavin Newsom to veto 
Assembly Bill 101, a bill mandat-
ing an ethnic studies high school 
graduation requirement. Newsom 
has until Oct. 10 to act.  

“We are Holocaust survivors and 
the children and grandchildren of 
Holocaust survivors who are 
deeply alarmed by AB 101, the eth-
nic studies graduation requirement 
bill, and the likelihood that it will 
lead to overtly antisemitic curricula 
making their way into every high 
school in the state and inciting 
hatred and hostility towards Jewish 
students and the Jewish communi-
ty in California and well beyond. 
We strongly urge you to veto this 
bill,” the group wrote in their peti-
tion.  

The signatories argue that 
despite amendments added to AB 
101 before it passed the Legislature 
to encourage local school districts 

to use the state-approved Ethnic 
Studies Model Curriculum, the bill 
would still permit local school dis-
tricts to use any curriculum, includ-
ing the highly controversial first 
ESMC draft or the Liberated 
Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum.  

The first ESMC draft was reject-
ed by Jewish communal organiza-
tions, Newsom, the State Board of 
Education and California’s Jewish 
Legislative Caucus for its antise-
mitic content and promotion of the 
boycott, divestment and sanctions 
movement.   

After the draft failed, the authors 
founded the Liberated Ethnic 
Studies Model Curriculum 
Institute, whose website smears 
Israel with false charges of “settler 
colonialism” and “apartheid,” 
according to the AMCHA 
Initiative.   

“Alarmingly, the state’s largest 
teachers’ unions and ethnic studies 
departments and faculty on UC and 

CSU campuses have warmly 
endorsed the Liberated Ethnic 
Studies Model Curriculum 
Institute, a for-profit organization 
launched by the original ESMC 
drafters to market 
a ‘Liberated’ curriculum that 
incorporates the main elements of 
the rejected first draft. In addition, 
the LESMC group has already had 
considerable success in promoting 
their antisemitic curriculum and 
consulting services in school dis-
tricts throughout the state, includ-
ing Hayward, Santa Cruz, 
Jefferson, Salinas, San Francisco 
and San Diego,” the petition 
states.   

Last week, nearly 200 California 
high school students and parents 
signed a petition opposing AB 
101, citing “[t]his bill will sanction 
the hounding of Zionist students in 
high schools across the state and 
encourage similar behavior across 
the nation.” 
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Across  
 
1. Mini, for one  
4. Kind of dog  
9. Diet-Rites e.g.  
14. Valuable rock  
15. Dine at home  
16. “Get ___!”  
17. How one should behave  
20. Flightless South American bird  
21. Ready to grow  
22. Lures  
26. Italian dumpling dish  
31. Poetic preposition  
32. “Beetle Bailey” dog  
34. Mustier  
35. Sports stat  
37. Creep around  
38. How one might describe Stonehenge  
42. Beloved, in Bologna  
43. Washington city, river or tribe  
44. Worldwide agency to preserve cultural 
property  
47. Bumbling sort  
48. Toronto media inits.  
51. Kitchen cleaner  
53. Woman from Portugal  
55. Cries of surprise  
57. Coll. major  
58. Treat  
65. Pale  
66. Moray catcher  
67. Goings-on  

68. Sweetie pie  
69. Tidy the floor  
70. Application datum, abbr.  
  
Down  
 
1. Sandpaper type  
2. Zodiac symbol  
3. Lose hair  
4. Mushroom  
5. Stetson, e.g.  
6. Manhattan addition  
7. Tops  
8. Anon.  
9. Is incapable  
10. Passé  
11. Lucy of “Charlie's Angels,” 2000  
12. Patriots’ grp.  
13. Gel  
18. Vichy water  
19. Holds  
23. Party popper  
24. Raison d’ ___  
25. Abounding in rocks  
27. Arum lily  
28. Game name  
29. Rancher's concern  
30. Tick off  
33. Killer whales  
35. PayPal product  
36. Hindus  
38. Indian royal  
39. Minerals  

40. Frost  
41. “Let’s go!”  
42. Cows chew this  
45. Whooping birds  
46. Tropical vacation land  
48. Hot chocolates  
49. Worries  
50. Slang for a gun  
52. Microsoft co-founder  
54. Girl mentioned  
56. Old World duck  

58. 100 lbs.  
59. “Look here!”  
60. Tech exec, for short  
61. Teammate of Hubbell and Terry  
62. Adam’s __  
63. Clamp shape  
64. Abstract art pioneer Jean  
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
COMPUTER HARDWARE

DOG WALKER

HELP WANTED

TThehe         Disc     Disc             Doc          Doc  

Computer Problems?   
I CAN HELP! 

     • Troubleshooting   
     • Lessons 
     • Purchase Consultation  
     • Phone Support 

Joel Rothman 
323.240.5112   

TheDiskDoc@mac.com  

UPHOLSTERY WEBSITE DESIGN

  
 

SCREENS • DOORS  
HARDWARE 

SALES & INSTALLATIONS 
7769 SANTA MONICA BL. 
WEST HOLLYWOOD 

(323)248-0840 
www.tashmans.com 

Since 1961 
Family Owned & Operated 

mackeycreativelab.com 
info@mackeycreativelab.com

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER 

• Leash Manner Training 

• Socialization, Structure,  

Exercise 

• Insured, Certified 

AKC Good Citizen Trainer 

323.393.5238 
latty@cooperk-9.com 

Google: Latty Cooper 
as seen on YouTube! 

ALAKAZAM 
UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY 

Commercial & Residential 
Every Style:  

Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers 
Replace Feather Proof Lining 
Broad Selection of Fabrics, 
Draperies & Roman Shades 

HIGHEST QUALITY  
WORKMANSHIP 

Call Rosie for FREE Estimate 
310-491-8409 

West Hollywood 

Affordable 
Prices 

Spices • Blooms 
Baskets  

Special Occasion Flowers  
Signature Spice 

Coastal Mediterranean 
Blend 

Fiesta Blend 
Steak & Burger Blend 

The Italian One 
Sunday Supper  
emilyjilgco.com 
a lifestyle brand

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

answers on page 22 

Looking for an experienced office assis-
tant to join our team! The Beverly Press 
and Park Labrea News are well-estab-
lished weekly newspapers covering 
hard news for Beverly Hills, West 
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and 
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles. 
Administrative assistant duties include 
letters, emails, filing, light bookkeeping, 
mailing lists/mail merge. General assis-
tant to the publishers. Compensation 
negotiable. Email resume to  
michael@beverlypress.com
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