
Beverly Hills Unified School 
District Board of Education Vice 
President Tristen Walker-Shuman 
announced at noon on Sept. 22 
that she will step down from her 
position effective immediately.  

She said the controversy sur-
rounding her residency had 

become too much of a distraction.  
“I have dedicated myself to 

tirelessly serving the district, our 
students and families for years at 
great sacrifice and personal 
expense,” she said. “I am proud 
of the work accomplished over 
the last three years. BHUSD has 
never been in a better fiscal posi-

City officials appear to be moving 
ahead with the 2021-22 iteration of 
Zoo Lights without the Greater Los 
Angeles Zoo Association, the non-
profit that has produced the event 
since its inception and supported zoo 
operations since 1963.  

The Los Angeles City Council on 
Sept. 21 voted unanimously to 
approve a motion by Councilwoman 
Nithya Raman, 4th District, that 
allocated almost $1.5 million to sup-
port the annual holiday event.  

“In mid-September, the zoo direc-
tor [Denise Verret] informed us that 
the zoo and the city intend to pro-

duce Zoo Lights,” GLAZA 
President Tom Jacobson said. “We 
respect that decision and are com-
mitted to helping the event succeed 
by providing them with our event 
playbook, as well as providing mar-
keting support as needed.”  

On Aug. 17, Jacobson sent a letter 
to several city officials that stated 
GLAZA was canceling Zoo Lights 
in 2021-22 due to delays and inap-
propriate demands by the city and 
Verret.   

“On behalf of the GLAZA Board 
of Trustees, we firmly believe that 
while we acted in good faith to pro-
duce another successful Zoo Lights 

See GLAZA page 21

Relations between the city of 
West Hollywood and the Chamber 
of Commerce were put to the test 
Monday as the council considered a 
measure that would cut chamber 
funding.  

The agenda item, sponsored by 
Councilman John Erickson and 
Mayor Pro Tempore Sepi Shyne, 
called for the discontinuation of 
two chamber functions paid for by 
the city, which would remove 
$79,800 from the chamber’s annual 
budget.   

  The proposal would cut the 
chamber’s commuter center ser-
vices, such as the sale of Metro tap 
cards and transit program market-
ing, and its business outreach pro-
gram. Additionally, the measure 
would discontinue a one-time con-
tract valued at $75,000 for the 
chamber to provide mediation ser-
vices for commercial landlords and 
tenants as part of the city’s COVID-
19 relief efforts.   

Under the proposed measure, the 
city would contract with organiza-

tions or perform the duties itself 
rather than pay the chamber for the 
services.   

The reworked contract was pro-
posed as part of a larger agenda 
item to promote transparency, 
ethics and public trust with city 
government. The item also called 
for changes to the city’s revolving 
door ordinance, which dictates 
when former city officials are 
allowed to be paid to lobby to the 
city.    

Erickson said the motion was 

brought on by a lack of transparen-
cy in how the chamber uses its city 
funds, and a perceived conflict of 
interest caused by the chamber 
sponsoring a political action com-
mittee.   

“I don’t know where a lot of dol-
lars are going, and those are public 
dollars, and that’s something that 
I’m worried about,” he said.    

However, some council members 
feared the measure was retaliation 
against the chamber for disputes it 

The long-awaited Academy 
Museum of Motion Pictures 
opened its doors for a special pre-
view on Sept. 21 ahead of its offi-
cial public opening on Sept. 30.  

Academy Museum Director and 
President Bill Kramer was joined 
by members of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences’ 
leadership, as well as actor Tom 
Hanks and actress Anna Kendrick, 
for welcoming remarks in the 
spherical David Geffen Theater. 
Also joining them was architect 
Renzo Piano, who designed the 
landmark sphere.  

“It’s my great pleasure to wel-
come you to this new home for the 
art of film here in Los Angeles, the 
world capital of movie making,” 
Kramer said. “The museum is a 
300,000-square foot-complex 
comprising two buildings con-
nected by glass enclosed bridges. 
The Saban Building, which hous-
es our galleries, was once an icon-
ic 1930s streamline moderne 
department store. [The David 
Geffen Theater], with its glass-
topped concrete sphere, is the 

crown jewel of Renzo’s design. 
We know the Academy Museum 
will become an instant landmark 
in Los Angeles, a must see desti-
nation for residents and visitors 
alike. We will be the world’s pre-
mier museum dedicated to the arts 
and the sciences of movies. 
Through our exhibitions, screen-
ings, programs, publications, visi-
tors will have an unprecedented 
opportunity to explore every facet 
of filmmaking and to directly con-

nect with the movies that have left 
an indelible stamp on their lives. 
And for filmmakers, we hope this 
museum will become a home for 
enduring recognition, celebration 
and discourse among those who 
make and appear in movies.”  

Piano said he is proud of the 
spherical design of the Geffen 
Theater but asked that people not 
refer to it as “The Death Star.” 
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n Council members 
table action, request 
chamber audit  

Beverly Press Park Labrea News file photo   
The West Hollywood City Council considered an agenda item that would 
have cut $79,800 from the chamber of commerce budget.   

n City, zoo pursue event without nonprofit
Academy Museum hits the heights 

WeHo considers cutting chamber funding

GLAZA out, Zoo Lights on

VP Walker-Shuman resigns

By edwin folven                 

By AAron Blevins                 
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Actor Tom Hanks ad-libbed remarks during the press conference, 
drawing laughter from the audience. 

See Museum page 21

By AAron Blevins                 

See Chamber page 22

By Brynn MecheM                 

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Zoo 

The relationship between the Los Angeles Zoo and GLAZA has seem-
ingly soured and raised questions about GLAZA’s future. 

n Officials, celebrities 
say ‘on with the show’

photo courtesy: anonymous 

A Sept. 9 edition of the Beverly Press was tampered with and mailed 
to a BHUSD official on Sept. 22. 

https://dordicklaw.com
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Crimson Square 
Theatre Company 
Crimson Square Theatre Company, 
in residence at Beverly Hills 
Playhouse, presents a two-person 
drama by Laura Eason titled “Sex 
With Strangers” running from 
Friday, Sept. 24, through Sunday, 
Oct. 17. The production explores 
what happens when online and 
offline identities intersect. 
Showtimes are 8 p.m., Friday and 
Saturday; 7 p.m., Sunday. Tickets 
are $30. 254 S. Robertson Blvd. 
crimsonsquare.org. 

 
Art of Karla Diaz  
Luis De Jesus Los Angeles presents 
“Karla Diaz: Insomnia,” the artist’s 
first solo exhibition with the gallery 
running from Thursday, Sept. 23, 
through Saturday, Oct. 30. Diaz is a 
writer, teacher and multidisciplinary 
artist who engages in painting, instal-
lation, video and performance art. 
Diaz’s latest body of work is the 
result of a year of suffering from 
insomnia. As a stroke survivor, she 
practices repetitive memory exercis-
es, using drawing as a tool for retain-
ing information. In her paintings, 
Diaz turned to the unfiltered, sponta-
neous imagery that surfaced in 
dreams, fantasies and memories. 
1110 Mateo St. luisdejesus.com/con-
tact.  
  

‘The Wolfe &  
The Bird’  
Enjoy “The Wolfe & The Bird,” a 
darkly funny and moving solo play 
written and performed by Rachel 
Parker running 
from Saturday, 
Sept. 25, through 
Sunday, Oct. 10, 
at the Matrix 
Theatre. A young 
girl struggles to 
find herself 
against the back-
drop of 1980s 
small town America. The production 
also features the voices of James 
Heaney, Dagney Kerr, Ivory Tiffin, 
Madeleine Townsend, Phil Ward and 
Silvie Zamora. Showtimes are 2 and 
8 p.m., Saturday; 2 p.m., Sunday. 
Tickets are $18. 7657 Melrose Ave. 
brownpapertickets.com/event/52197
75.  

‘Art Matters: 
Building Business’  
Join artist, teacher and arts entrepre-
neur K. Ryan Henisey for “Art 
Matters: Building Your Business” on 
Saturdays and Sundays, Sept. 25 and 
26, and Oct. 2 and 3, from 3-4:30 
p.m. at TAG Gallery. Learn about the 
art market and making the most of a 
fine art business from Henisey, who 
is also president of TAG Gallery. 
Each event is followed by a Q&A 
session. Tickets are $25. kryan-
henisey.com/art-matters. 5458 
Wilshire Blvd. kryanhenisey.com/art-
matters.  
  

MAK Center  
MAK Center for Art and Architecture 
presents “Illicit Gin Institute 
Assemblies” with British-Nigerian 
artist Zina Saro-Wiwa on Saturdays, 
Sept. 25, Oct. 30 
and Nov. 20, 
from 4-7 p.m. at 
the Schindler 
House in West 
Hollywood. The 
Illicit Gin 
Institute is a cre-
ative think tank 
founded by the artist that is dedicated 
to the exploration of a Nigerian spirit 
historically known as “illicit gin.” 
The project is an extension of the 
artist’s practice, which centers on the 
environment, land use and indige-
nous African botanicals. Admission 
is free but reservations are required. 
makcenter.org/programming/zina-
saro-wiwa-the-illicit-gin-institute-
assemblies.  
  

American Youth 
Symphony  
American Youth Symphony returns 
to live perfor-
mances with the 
beginning of its 
2021-22 season 
on Saturday, 
Sept. 25, at 7 
p.m. at UCLA’s 
Royce Hall. Led 
by Music 
Director Carlos Izcaray, the orchestra 
will perform a program of works by 
Izcaray Ginastera and Beethoven. 
Audience members must show proof 
of vaccination or have a negative 
COVID-19 test within 72 hours of 

the event, as and must wear masks. 
Tickets are pay-what-you-can. 10745 
Dickson Court. (310)470-2332, 
aysymphony.org.  

  

Salastina  
Chamber music fans won’t want to 
miss a perfor-
mance by 
Salastina on 
Saturday, Sept. 
25, from 8-10 
p.m. in the 
Fowler Museum 
Courtyard at 
UCLA. The con-
cert will include works by 
Schoenberg, Esmail, Greenstein, 
Bunch and Wiancko. Tickets are $40, 
and livestreaming is $10. 308 Charles 
E. Young Drive North. salastina.org.  

  

Los Angeles 
Filmforum  
Los Angeles Filmforum is holding 
“Adrift, Part 1,” an online series of 
film screenings by Cuban filmmak-
er Alejandro Alonso Estrella run-
ning from Saturday, Sept. 25, 
through Wednesday, Sept. 29. 
“Adrift” is a residency program 
curated by Bahía Colectiva and 
Filmforum in which filmmakers 
connect with audiences and other 
practitioners by sharing a virtual 
archive of the process materials 
behind their film and video works. 
The program will be available for 
viewing on Sept. 25, at 7 a.m. A 
Q&A session with the filmmaker 
and programmers will be held on 
Tuesday, Sept. 28, at 10 a.m. 
watch.eventive.org/aaaestrella/play/
61402a49779887005abadfbc.  
  

Theatre 40 play 
readings  
The fall session of Theatre 40’s series 
of Monday Night Seminars will be 
held on Mondays, Sept. 27, Oct. 4 and 
18, Nov. 1 and 15, and Dec. 6 and 20, 
at 7 p.m., via Zoom. Each date will 
feature a play reading by Theatre 40’s 
actors, followed by a Q&A session 
with the cast. Plays in the series 
include comedies and dramas. The 
series is moderated by Melanie 
MacQueen and John Leslie. 
Admission is free but donation are 
welcome. theatre40.org. 

CALENDAR

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills  

Beverly Hills Recreation and Parks commissioners and Mayor Robert 
Wunderlich attended the anniversary event. From left are Amie Sherry, 
Alissa Roston, Wunderlich and Myra Lurie. 

WeHo hosts virtual speakers series

The city of Beverly Hills cele-
brated the 50th anniversary of the 
grounds of Greystone officially 
becoming a public park on Sept. 19. 
Celebrating the original intent of 
the grounds as a “quiet area of nat-
ural beauty for strolling, relaxing 
and meditation,” and in the spirit 
that “parks make life better,” partic-
ipants walked the pathways, took in 
the architecture and the fountains 
and enjoyed a moment of relax-
ation.   

Posters throughout the grounds 
highlighted historic views of the 
property, and each visitor received 
a commemorative brochure.  

Completed in 1928 for the son of 
oil tycoon Edward L. Doheny, 
Greystone Mansion and Gardens 

was purchased by the city of 
Beverly Hills in 1965, and in 1971, 
the entire 18.3-acre site was formal-
ly dedicated as a public park. 
Greystone was listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places 
in 1976, and in 2013, was designat-
ed Beverly Hills Local Historic 
Landmark No. 4.   

Greystone Mansion & Gardens 
is a popular event site for wed-
dings, corporate events, photo 
shoots, meetings and other private 
functions. Long an iconic location 
for motion picture and television 
shoots, Greystone has been fea-
tured in dozens of films, including 
“The Big Lebowski,” “Spider-
Man,” “The Social Network” and 
“There Will Be Blood.” 

City celebrates Greystone’s 
50th anniversary as a park 

 Join the city of West Hollywood 
for a free Human Rights Speakers 
Series virtual panel discussion titled 

“Anti-LGBTQ Policies in Iran” on 
Wednesday, Sept. 29, at 6 p.m.  

The livestreamed virtual panel 
discussion will focus on anti-
LGBTQ laws and policies in Iran 
and how they have affected the cul-
ture and everyday life of LGBTQ 
Iranians.  

Registration is requested by visiting 
eventbrite.com/e/hrss-anti-lgbtq-poli-
cies-in-iran-tickets-165367497637. A 
link to the livestream program will be 
emailed. For information, visit 
weho.org/hrss. 

 Celebrate the life and work of 
the late former Los Angeles City 
Councilman Tom LaBonge with a 
day of service on Saturday, Oct. 8, 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon.  

Participants can roll up their 
sleeves and join community beauti-
fication projects at the Silver Lake 
Meadow, 2300 Silver Lake Blvd.; 
Griffith Park Fern Dell Trail, 2333 
Fern Dell Drive; North Hollywood, 
6215 Laurel Canyon Blvd.; the 
Watts Tower, 1765 E. 107th St.; 
and Algin Sutton Park, 8800 S. 
Hoover St. The city’s Civil + 
Human Rights and Equity 
Department is organizing the day 
of service.  

LaBonge died on Jan. 7 at the 
age of 67. He represented the Los 
Angeles City Council’s 4th District 
from 2001-15. Tools will be pro-
vided and masks will be required. 
For information and to register, 
visit bit.ly/LaBonge. 

Tom LaBonge 
Day of Service 
planned

http://kramerlaw.biz


The Beverly Hills Unified 
School District Board of 
Education unanimously approved 
an emergency resolution on Sept. 
21 to spend $5 million on the for-
mer Venoco facility at Beverly 
Hills High School after a fire ser-
vice line ruptured over the week-
end.  

Rachelle Marcus, the board’s 
president, said the area that was 

“inundated” with thousands of gal-
lons of water was already sched-
uled to be part of the new remedi-
ation of the high school’s athletic 
facilities. Student activities have 
not been disrupted, she said.  

“I don’t feel that there’s an 
impact to students,” Marcus said. 
“I just know that it’s not over, and 
I just know that it’s very, very cost-
ly. But I don’t know where the 
total funding is going to come 
from.”  

The board held a special meet-
ing on Sept. 21 and met with legal 
counsel to discuss anticipated liti-
gation, according to the agenda. 
Marcus said she did not know if 

the board and district would be 
pursuing any litigation as a result 
of the line rupturing.  

Venoco, an oil and gas drilling 
company, the district and the city 
of Beverly Hills have been in court 
several times since the company 
declared bankruptcy and vacated 
its oil wells at the high school. The 
entities reached a settlement in late 
2017, and a $40 million remedia-
tion project to cap 19 wells at the 
high school was completed in late 
2020.  

Marcus said she does not know 
what caused the fire service line to 
break, but the board commended 
city and district officials for a 
speedy response.   

“I have to compliment every-
body that was involved,” she 
added. “The main thing was how 
quickly it was handled from the 
time it was reported to [to the time 
it was] brought under control.”  

Beverly Hills director of public 
works Shana Epstein said the city 
received a report of water leaking 
onto Olympic Boulevard at 1:47 
on Sept. 18.   

“We responded to make sure the 
public right of way was clear,” she 
said. “We turned off the water 
from the meters. That's what we 
can do. So there'd be no more 
water flowing into the property to 
minimize water loss. And then 
once the fire department respond-
ed, they were able to turn off more 
valves on property until [district 
officials could] get there to assess 
damage and begin repairs.”  

Epstein did not have exact num-
bers, but said there is a “tremen-
dous” amount of water to be 

removed. Workers were still 
pumping water of the area as of 5 
p.m. on Sept. 21, according to a 
district representative.   

“They're still going to be able to 
remove water from the site. There 
will still continue to be lane clo-
sures. We ask everyone to cooper-
ate with the police as they [patrol] 
Olympic,” Epstein said, adding 
that she hopes lane closures will 
last no more than a week.   

Marcus said the oil drilling oper-
ations have existed at the high 
school since at least 1963, when 
she began working for the district. 
While they were operable, the city 
of Beverly Hills and the district 
received royalties, she said.  

“I mean, it was a big thing,” 
Marcus added. “We were getting a 

lot of money every year from the 
royalties.”  

However, as time went on, the 
royalties dwindled. Venoco 
declared bankruptcy in April 2017 
and vacated the campus in May 
2017. City and district officials 
called for a preliminary injunction 
to ensure Venoco completed its 
obligations in vacating the site, but 
a judge ruled against it. The two 
sides settled later that year.   

According to the emergency res-
olution, equipment from the for-
mer Venoco facility remains on 
site and requires specialized exper-
tise to evaluate the damage and 
make repairs. The flooding has 
resulted in “potentially unsafe con-
ditions” on campus, the resolution 
states. 
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Thousands of gallons of water flooded the former Venoco fite at Beverly 
Hills High School on Sept. 18, the district’s board president said. 

Former Venoco site floods at high school
n BHUSD board 
approves $5 million  
for repairs 

Armenian independence celebrated 
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-

Burbank), vice-chair of the 
Congressional Armenian Caucus, 
celebrated the 30th anniversary of 
the independence of the Republic 
of Armenia on Sept. 21.  

“The road to independence has 
not been easy, but time and time 
again, Armenians have proven 
that they are survivors,” Schiff 
said in a statement. “As we mark 
this anniversary, we must also 
rededicate ourselves to con-
fronting the continued threats to 
Armenia and Artsakh, especially 
as we approach the one-year 
anniversary of the six-week war in 
Nagorno-Karabakh. We must do 
everything we can to bring libera-
tion and peace to our Armenian 
brothers and sisters abroad.”  

Los Angeles City Councilman 
Mitch O’Farrell, whose 13th 

District includes Little Armenia, 
also celebrated the anniversary.  

“Outside of Armenia itself, the 
Los Angeles region is home to one 
of the world’s largest populations 
of Armenians and those of 
Armenian descent, and the 13th 
District is the proud home of Little 
Armenia. It will also soon be 
home to the Little Armenia 
Gateway, a project I’ve champi-
oned, which will be an official 
marker to the neighborhood and a 
monument that commemorates 
the remarkable contributions of 
this community,” O’Farrell said. 
“As we celebrate 30 years of 
Armenian independence, we also 
reflect on the struggles faced by 
Armenia, especially the chal-
lenges of the past year. But the 
Armenian people are resilient and 
strong.” 

http://beverlyhills.org/citymanager/mayorandcouncilmembers/wellnesswednesdays/web.jsp?NFR=1
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The Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health has 
issued a new health officer order 
that requires customers to show 
proof of their COVID-19 vaccina-
tion prior to entering indoor bars, 
wineries, breweries, nightclubs and 
lounges.   

Under the modified order, 
employees and customers are 

required to have at least one vaccine 
dose by Oct. 7 and both doses by 
Nov. 4. The announcement will 
impact businesses in the city of 
Beverly Hills.  

The order will also require work-
ers and attendees at outdoor mega 
events (consisting of crowds of 
more than 10,000 people) to show 
proof of vaccination or a negative 

COVID-19 test taken within 72 
hours before working or attending 
the event. Attendees at indoor mega 
events are already required to show 
proof of vaccination or a negative 
test prior to entry. The requirements 
will also apply to theme parks with-
in the county.    

For information, visit beverly-
hills.org/coronavirus. 

Vaccinations required for some BH establishments 

Los Angeles County District 
Attorney George Gascón announced 
on Sept. 21 that two men have been 
charged for allegedly assaulting 
Jewish patrons on May 18 outside a 
restaurant on La Cienega Boulevard.  

“A hate crime is a crime against all 
of us,” Gascón said. “My office is 
committed to doing all we can to 
make Los Angeles County a place 
where our diversity is embraced and 
protected.”  

Xavier Pabon, 30, and Samer 

Jayylusi, 36, were each charged with 
two felony counts of assault by 
means of force likely to cause great 
bodily injury. The criminal complaint 
also includes hate crime allegations.  

The two defendants were allegedly 
part of a pro-Palestinian caravan that 
was slowly driving around the local 
area on May 18 as part of a demon-
stration. When the caravan reached 
Sushi Fumi, located at 359 N. La 
Cienega Blvd., the two defendants 
allegedly attacked patrons dining out-

side because they were Jewish, pros-
ecutors said.  

Pabon, of Banning, California, was 
arrested on May 21 at an undisclosed 
location outside the city of Los 
Angeles by the United States 
Marshals Service, police said. 
Detectives from the Wilshire 
Division arrested Jayylusi on May 25 
in Anaheim.  

The case remains under investiga-
tion by the Los Angeles Police 
Department. 

Assault, hate crime charges filed in attack at restaurant 

The Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority on Sept. 20 launched 
Keep Metro Clean and Safe, an 
awareness and compliance cam-
paign promoting a shared responsi-
bility between employees and rid-
ers to protect against COVID-19 
and improve the customer experi-
ence.  

Through the campaign, Metro is 
working to increase compliance 
with wearing masks on buses and 
trains, and limiting smoking and lit-
tering on the system. Customers 

have consistently raised those con-
cerns as the top factors in whether 
they would continue riding the sys-
tem, Metro officials said.  

The campaign is part of a broader 
effort to restore ridership to pre-
pandemic levels and serve new cus-
tomers.  

Metro employees will provide 
friendly reminders to customers to 
encourage their voluntary compli-
ance with wearing masks, and dis-
tribute free masks to those who do 
not have them.  

For information, visit metro.net. 

Metro highlights importance of masks

To better prepare neighborhoods 
for emergencies and natural disas-
ters, the city of Los Angeles is ask-
ing community leaders to join the 
Ready Your L.A. Neighborhood 
program, also known as RYLAN.  

The free program outlines ways to 
prepare for a major earthquake, 
wildfire, widespread power outage 
and other disasters. Emergency 
responders will not be able to imme-
diately respond to everyone in the 
event of a major emergency. Los 
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti and the 
city’s Emergency Management 
Department are working to ensure 
residents have the tools and training 
needed to be as resilient as possible 
in the aftermath of a disaster.  

“During a disaster, whether it be a 
wind event that results in a power 
outage, a wildfire that requires sig-
nificant evacuation or a large-scale 
disaster like an earthquake, neigh-
borhoods are stronger and safer 
when neighbors know each other,” 
Garcetti said. “Our city’s 
Emergency Management 
Department created RYLAN so that 
neighbors can have the tools neces-
sary to help each other and be more 
confident until our firefighters, para-
medics or law enforcement can get 
to them.”  

The Emergency Management 
Department has also launched 

Virtual RYLAN, which provides 
ways that residents can plan, orga-
nize and prepare online.  

“As the second largest city in the 
nation, it is important for neighbor-
hood leaders to spread the word and 
host RYLAN meetings in order to 
get prepared and save lives,” said 
Carol Parks, general manager of the 
Los Angeles Emergency 
Management Department. “Get to 
know your neighbors, build a strong 
community so when anything hap-
pens, you are ready to respond 
together. We’ve created all the train-
ing materials each neighborhood 
needs to prepare.”  

RYLAN enables neighbors to 
host an in-person or virtual planning 
meeting. The city will provide 
resources and technical assistance.   

“It’s a cliché about Los Angeles 
that nobody knows their neighbors. 
It’s time to change that stereotype 
and come together as a community 
to help everyone get prepared for the 
worst,” Los Angeles Fire 
Department Chief Ralph Terrazas 
said. “If you don’t have a plan with 
your neighbors, you aren’t fully pre-
pared. As we have seen, again and 
again, prepared neighbors can make 
all the difference when an emer-
gency strikes.”  

For information, call (213)484-
4800, or visit readyla.org. 

Residents encouraged to sign up for 
emergency preparedness training 

Fire damages home  
on Poinsettia Place

photo by Edwin Folven  
Firefighters extinguished a blaze that was reported at approximate-

ly 9:55 p.m. on Sept. 17 at a single-family residence in the 500 block 
of Poinsettia Place. Los Angeles Fire Department personnel arrived 
to find flames and smoke emanating from the rear of the home, locat-
ed just south of Melrose Avenue. Firefighters prevented the flames 
from spreading to neighboring structures and completely extin-
guished the fire at 10:20 p.m., LAFD spokesman Nicholas Prange 
said. No injuries were reported. The American Red Cross assisted 
four occupants of the home in finding shelter, Prange added. The 
cause of the fire remains under investigation. 

Los Angeles Police Department 
detectives are asking for the public’s 
help in identifying a male suspect 
who shot a victim on Sept. 20 in the 
parking lot of an Arby’s fast food 
restaurant at 5920 W. Sunset Blvd. 
in Hollywood.  

Officers from the Hollywood 
Division received 911 calls about 
the shooting at approximately 12:50 
a.m. and found the victim seated in 
his vehicle, said Detective Sean 
Kinchla, with the LAPD’s West 
Bureau Homicide Unit. The man, 
who Kinchla said was in his 30s, 
was pronounced dead at the scene. 
Authorities believe the victim, who 
was not identified, was shot during a 
robbery.  

“It appears to be a drug deal gone 
bad,” Kinchla added.  

The suspect was described as a 
Black man wearing a dark hooded 
sweatshirt. Witnesses last saw the 
suspect fleeing south on Tamarind 
Avenue from Sunset Boulevard. 
Kinchla said the investigation is 

ongoing and there was no further 
information.  

Anyone with information is urged 
to call West Bureau Homicide Unit 

investigators at (213)382-9470. 
During weekends and off-hours, 
call the LAPD’s hotline at 
(877)LAPD247. 

Leads sought in murder during alleged robbery

photo by Edwin Folven  

The victim was found inside his vehicle in the parking lot of a fast food 
restaurant on Sunset Boulevard.  

 

By edwin folven                 

https://melrosetradingpost.org
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The Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power, along with eight 
other publicly-owned electric utili-
ties and water agencies, were recog-
nized in the 2021 California 
Municipal Utilities Association 
Resource Efficiency & Community 
Service Awards for outstanding pro-
jects, advancing best practices and 
innovative ideas in the water and 
power industry.  

LADWP took top honors in the 
Community Service Programs cate-
gory for its facility, La Kretz 
Innovation Campus, and its contin-
ued commitment to sustainability 
and L.A.’s green economy. 

“We are honored to be selected 
for this award,” LADWP general 
manager and chief engineer Martin 
L. Adams said. “Developed with a 
commitment to sustainability, the 
La Kretz Innovation Campus is a 
hub for new and emerging tech-
nologies and a major part of our 
work to create a more sustainable 
future and build a stronger Los 
Angeles.” 

LKIC is the office for a number 
of staff from LADWP, as well as the 
Los Angeles Cleantech Incubator, a 

private nonprofit company run by 
entrepreneurs that is dedicated to 
supporting LA’s green economy.  

Having a utility in close proximi-
ty to clean-tech startups creates a 
synergistic opportunity to support 
product development, marketplace 
deployment and utility program 
design that brings benefits to 
LADWP customers.  

The new companies nurtured at 
LACI aims to help LADWP and the 

city reduce dependence on import-
ed supplies, conserve the use of nat-
ural resources and reduce the emis-
sion of criteria air pollutants and 
greenhouse gases. As a living lab 
for new and emerging technologies, 
the LKIC facility includes a wide 
range of demonstration and public 
education spaces, offices and meet-
ing rooms, and access to equipment 
for facilitating product research and 
development. 

per year for stormwater capture 
programs. The goal is to create 
green infrastructure that will lead 
to a greener Los Angeles in the 
future.  

“It’s changing how we think 
about infrastructure. One of the 
things about the job of the council 
person that I’m most excited about 
is the prospect of partnering with 
LADWP, which is the largest 
municipal utility in the country, to 
really use that as a catalyst for 
bringing jobs and transforming our 
water and power infrastructure to 
be more resilient in the face of cli-
mate [change],” Yaroslavsky said. 
“We talk about wanting a Green 
New Deal in L.A. and Measure W 
is actually the tip of the spear on 
that.”  

The candidate also said econom-
ic recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic will be an important 
component of Los Angeles’ pro-
gression during the coming years. 
She said increasing housing densi-
ty around major transit corridors 
will help alleviate the housing cri-
sis, but said it is important to also 
limit the impact density has on sin-
gle-family neighborhoods.  

“I am ready to hit the ground 

running on day one,” Yaroslavsky 
added. “I’m not a city hall insider, 
but I know how the city works. I 
am a problem solver and I am 
looking forward to partnering with 
the communities of CD5 to solve 
problems and the pressing chal-
lenges we are facing.” 

Voters in the Los Angeles City 
Council’s 5th District may recog-
nize a familiar name on the 2022 
ballot. Katy Young Yaroslavsky, 
daughter-in-law of former City 
Councilman and Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Zev 
Yaroslavsky, has entered the race to 
succeed Councilman Paul Koretz 
and is eager to meet with con-
stituents and share ideas, she said. 

Yaroslavsky, who served for the 
past six years as the senior environ-
ment and arts policy deputy for Los 
Angeles County Supervisor Sheila 
Kuehl, said there are myriad rea-
sons for entering the race. She cited 
homelessness, affordable housing, 
recovery from the pandemic and 
the need to create a sustainable 
future for Los Angeles by address-
ing climate change as the primary 
reasons for running for the 5th 
District seat. Koretz will be termed 
out in 2022.  

“In my mind, there’s no more 
efficient, effective way of making 
meaningful change than through 
the electoral process. I’m angry and 
frustrated at the state of our city,” 
said Yaroslavsky, referring to rising 
crime, homelessness and a per-
ceived lack of leadership in city 
government. “It’s my hometown 
and I want to see it thrive and be a 
great city again. I think we need 
people in those seats of power who 
are effective and ethical and 
proven. Because this isn’t just 
some rinky-dink little City 
Council, this is the legislative body 
of the second most populous city in 
the country, and I think we have an 
obligation to engage meaningfully 
in change-making however we see 
ourselves best able to do that.”  

Yaroslavsky, who lives in the 
South Carthay Circle neighbor-
hood with her husband David and 
their three children ages 1, 3 and 6, 
cited homelessness as one of the 
most pressing problems facing the 
city and vowed to address the issue 
head-on.  

“Homelessness is the moral cri-
sis of our time, and I think it’s 
reflective of the system’s failure,” 
Yaroslavsky added. “We need to do 
a much better job on the prevention 
side to keep people housed in the 
first place. It’s a lot less expensive 
and it’s much more humane to keep 
someone in their home rather than 
laying on the streets. We’re spend-
ing maybe 1% or 2% of our total 
homelessness budget on preven-
tion, and I think if we doubled or 
tripled that, we’d see huge 
progress.”  

Yaroslavsky added that more 
cohesion between the county and 
city of Los Angeles is an important 
aspect of addressing homelessness. 
She said her experience in working 
for the county and forging relation-
ships among diverse communities 
will help.  

“We need better collaboration in 
terms of marshaling resources and 
coordinating efforts both on the 
prevention side and on housing ser-
vices,” Yaroslavsky added. “As 
someone who spent time at the 
county, I understand the suite of 
programs and services available on 
the health side, such as mental 
health and addiction services, and 
being able to bring those relation-
ships and an understanding of the 
county to the city is a really valu-
able toolkit.”  

Yaroslavsky cited rising crime 
and said there is a need for change 
in the Melrose District.  

“I think it’s incumbent upon the 
council member to be leading a 
coordinated effort in partnership 
with the LAPD, business owners 
and the residents who live in the 
community to ensure people are 
safe,” Yaroslavsky said. “It’s unac-
ceptable that crime is increasing up 
there and between the city and the 
LAPD, we have work to do to 
make sure there are people on the 
ground to make people safe.” 

Yaroslavsky also said she would 
have supported Uplift Melrose, a 
proposal to bring more pedestrian 
space and fewer traffic lanes to the 
Melrose. That proposal was not 

supported by Koretz because he 
said it would have created more 
traffic congestion in surrounding 
areas. Yaroslavsky said she is open 
to pursuing options like Uplift 
Melrose and also supports more 
bicycle lanes, particularly lanes 
connecting to locations that are 
centers of employment.  

“I think that we need to create 
opportunities for people to get out 
of their cars,” Yaroslavsky said. 
“Bike lanes need to connect to each 
other and they need to get people 
where they need to go.”  

Yaroslavsky, who also has a 
background as an environmental 
land-use attorney, said she worked 
on many projects and policies in 
Kuehl’s office that she hopes to 
carry over to the city of Los 
Angeles. When she started working 
with Kuehl, Yaroslavsky was the 
only deputy for the environment on 
any of the five county supervisors’ 
staffs. She helped lay the founda-
tion for creating the county’s Chief 
Sustainability Office, which pro-
vides support and guidance on ini-
tiatives to protect the environment 
and make communities healthy and 
livable.  

Yaroslavsky said the county’s 
approach to sustainability is particu-
larly important because it focuses on 
equity and economic justice for dis-
advantaged communities. Getting 
people involved at the neighbor-
hood level is crucial, she said.  

“One of the things that makes for 
a successful effort on anything 
that’s challenging is to let other 
people feel some ownership and 
share the credit,” she said. “It does-
n't diminish your own contribu-
tions, but it makes other people feel 
invested in the process and the out-
come. For me, that’s a really impor-
tant way of leading.”  

Yaroslavsky also cited her work 
in Kuehl’s office on Measure W, 
which was approved by voters in 
2018 and created the Safe Clean 
Water Program. It established a 
funding stream for projects that 
add greenspace in urban neighbor-
hoods by providing $300 million 
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The Beverly Hills City Council 
on Sept. 21 approved the continua-
tion of two measures that aimed to 
mitigate business impacts caused 
by the Metro Purple Line 
Extension project and the COVID-
19 pandemic.  

The council voted to extend the 
closure of North Cañon Drive at 
Wilshire Boulevard for an addition-
al year and asked city staff to begin 
analyzing long-term options for 
OpenBH, a program that enables 
businesses to expand their opera-
tions outdoors. 

The council originally approved 
the North Cañon closure in July 
2018 to mitigate subway construc-
tion impacts. City officials turned 
North Cañon into a cul-de-sac and 
constructed a 20-foot sound wall 
that features a mural by Tomokazu 
Matsuyama. 

“It seems to me, very clear that, 
by having this wall up, it really 
does help mitigate the traffic 
impacts, the circulation impacts, 
the construction impacts,” Vice 
Mayor Lili Bosse said. “It seemed 
like it was a slam dunk and made 
… sense to keep it up.” 

Board member Julian Gold said 
the one-year extension made a lot 
of sense as well. 

“Just as there was an efficiency 
in doing it to this point, I think that 
same thinking applies going for-
ward for a year,” he said. “People 
have adjusted to this COVID hell, 
but I do think it’s worthwhile going 
forward.” 

The main concern voiced by 
board members was that North 
Cañon and Beverly Drive would be 
closed simultaneously at times. 
Engineering manager Rob Welch 
said the city is looking to ensure 
that they would be closed at the 
same time. 

“As we go through the design 

process, we will be looking at pos-
sibilities to maintaining a lane or 
two on Beverly if possible, and 
we’ll report that back to you at a 
later date,” he said. 

In 2018, council members agreed 
to close North Cañon Drive for a 
minimum of two years, with the 
possibility of  being extended to six 
years. The council’s decision this 
week was not the result of Purple 
Line Extension delays that Metro 
announced recently. 

As part of the closure, two 
restaurants – Spago and Nusr-Et 
Steak House – have erected tents 
on North Cañon near the sound 
wall through OpenBH. On Sept. 
21, the council approved a six-
month extension of the outdoor 
dining tents. 

Additionally, the council directed 
staff to investigate the possibility of 
making OpenBH a fee-based pro-
gram in the future. Currently, there is 
no fee to participate in the program. 

If the fee-based program is 
approved, Spago and Nusr-Et 
would need to pay into it for the 
outdoor dining tents to remain.  

Further, the council asked staff to 
return with more information about 
the Open BH parklets, long-term 
outdoor dining options and options 
for non-dining uses. Council mem-
bers want to have a large, policy-
level discussion in which they 
break into subcommittees and fine-
tune details of what OpenBH could 
look like long-term. 

Nusr-Et representative Steve 
Magnus praised the program and 
said it has created a “wonderful 
environment” for patrons.  

“It’s really helped out greatly,” he 
said. “As you know, we were actu-
ally building [the restaurant] during 
the end of the pandemic, and we 
continued building because we 
have faith in the city and we really 
wanted to be a part of the city.” 

According to a staff report, 134 
businesses have participated in 
OpenBH since its creation in June 
2020, and the number continues to 
grow. Currently, 30 businesses 
have created parklets in metered 
parking spaces for outdoor dining.  

BH seeks ways to limit 
impacts on businesses
n Council extends street 
closures, discusses 
OpenBH

By AARon Blevins                 

Candidate Katy Young Yaroslavsky aims to 
bring meaningful change to 5th District 
By edwin folven                

Katy Young Yaroslavsky cited 
environmental sustainability and 
solving the homelessness crisis as 
two key areas she is focusing on in 
her campaign.

photo courtesy of Katy Young Yaroslavsky

LADWP honored for innovative projects

The La Kretz Innovation Campus took top honors at the CMUA 
awards. 

photo courtesy of LADWP
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Los Angeles City Attorney and 
mayoral candidate Mike Feuer on 
Sept. 20 called for major structural 
reforms to the Los Angeles City 
Council to increase focus, respon-
siveness, accountability and diver-
sity in city government. 

Feuer’s plan would involve cut-
ting the size of City Council dis-
tricts in half, reducing the length of 
time members may serve and doing 
so in a cost-neutral way by cutting 
their $223,829 salaries by 50%. 
Feuer said he will also add an inde-
pendent redistricting commission 
that isn’t chosen by the elected offi-
cials. 

“The benefits of this restructur-
ing will be immediate and sweep-
ing,” Feuer said. “By cutting 
council districts in half, council 
members will be much closer to 
the communities they serve and 
know those communities more 
intimately. Residents will com-
pete less for their elected repre-
sentative’s time. This proposal 
will improve the quality of our 
lives by empowering neighbor-
hoods and giving them council 
members who respond rapidly to 
their concerns over everything 
from homelessness to public safe-
ty to traffic gridlock. It would be 

much harder for members to 
evade accountability to the resi-
dents they serve.” 

Feuer said city leadership will 
likely become much more diverse 
under the proposal. For example, 
neighborhoods like Koreatown 
could have more direct representa-
tion, he said. 

“We need to increase focus, 
responsiveness, accountability and 
diversity in city government,” 
Feuer added. “Our current structure 
is holding us back. Let’s decrease 
the size of council districts and 
bring government closer to the peo-
ple it serves.” 

Feuer calls for changes to district sizes 

As part of an ongoing effort to 
provide care for those experiencing 
homelessness, the city of West 
Hollywood is exploring the possi-
bility of adding a homeless ser-
vices access center that would pro-
vide individuals with an array of 
services to help get them off the 
street.  

The city is currently conducting 
a feasibility study to explore 
whether an access center, interim 
housing programs and long-term 
housing programs would be viable 
in West Hollywood. The study was 
made possible through a $300,000 
grant from the Los Angeles County 
Homeless Initiative.  

Corri Planck, West Hollywood’s 
strategic initiatives manager, said 
the center would likely serve as a 
meeting place for those experienc-
ing homelessness to receive basic 
health services, such as a shower, 
and get connected with various 
support services.  

“We’re really looking at if we 
can have something within the city 
that is a one-stop access to case 
management, showers and laundry 
services,” she said. “But it would 
also help those experiencing home-
lessness get connected to service 
providers for housing or recovery 
services. It would all be available 
in one easy stop.”  

According to the Los Angeles 
Homeless Services Authority, there 
are approximately 151,000 people 
experiencing homelessness in 
California, with about 66,440 in 
Los Angeles County.  

In 2020, LAHSA found there 
were 112 unhoused people in West 
Hollywood. The organization did 
not collect data for 2021 due to 
COVID-19. 

The center would help those in 
West Hollywood affected by 
homelessness connect with the 
city’s contract service providers to 
receive job readiness training, edu-
cation, health care, case manage-
ment and access to government 
benefits.  Additionally, it would 
help the city address poverty by 
connecting individuals with rental 
assistance, food programs, low-
cost medical care and subsidized 
transportation.  

Prior to COVID-19 shutdowns, 
the city’s homeless outreach teams 
offered service hours at the West 
Hollywood Library to connect 
individuals experiencing home-
lessness with service providers. 
The new proposed center would 
offer a range of service providers 
throughout the day to connect indi-
viduals with their agencies or refer 
them to other appropriate agencies.  

“We’re always trying to improve 
services to meet people where they 
are,” Planck said. “But we are still in 
a place where COVID has brought a 
lot of things into sharper relief – 
housing insecurity, economic inse-
curity – and we want to make sure 
that if people are ready to access 
recovery grants, shelter, housing, 
mental health services, whatever 
their needs may be, that we can 
make it so that there is the lowest 
possible barrier to get service.”  

As part of the feasibility study, 
city staff is identifying potential 
locations for a center, which would 

need to function throughout the 
entire week. In past discussions, 
City Council members have advo-
cated for a 24-hour approach to 
homeless services, which Planck 
said could be addressed with a new 
center.  

“There are programs out there 
that are 24 hours that when some-
body needs help or decides they’re 
willing to accept it, no matter what 
the hour, they’re able to get in,” 
Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath 
said. “That’s a critical component 
to being able to get help and place 
people into shelter and care.” 

In addition to an access center, 
the city will explore options for 
interim housing and long-term 
housing. Interim housing options 
would serve as bridge to get indi-
viduals stabilized before they are 
ready to move into a permanent 
housing situation.  

In an interim housing program, 
individuals would work with a case 
manager to access identity docu-
ments, find employment or receive 
benefits for which they’re eligible 
before they have to take on a rent 
payment.  

For permanent housing, the city 
is exploring a variety of affordable 
housing options. In January, staff 
identified five city-owned vacant 
and underutilized properties that 
could be used for market rate, 
workforce and affordable housing.  

Those properties include the 
Sunset Spectacular and parking lot 
at 8775 Sunset Blvd., a 10,000-
square-foot parking lot at 7718 
Santa Monica Blvd., a 40,000-
square-foot staging area at 8120 
Santa Monica Blvd., the Coast 
Playhouse at 8325 Santa Monica 
Blvd. and a 22,000-square-foot 
commercial site at 8301-8315 
Santa Monica Blvd. The feasibility 
study could identify more options. 

“We want to look at permanent 
supportive housing that would 
have opportunities for people who 
have previously experienced 
homelessness, but also have wrap-
around supportive services to help 
them maintain that housing and 
thrive,” Planck said.  

An implementation timeline 
could differ depending on which 
model is chosen, Planck said. 
Within the next year, staff hopes to 
have recommendations to move for-
ward with City Council approval.  

To request an outreach team for a 
person experiencing homelessness, 
call the city’s homeless concern 
line at (323)848-6590.  

WeHo explores opening a 
homeless services center
n Center would offer an 
array of services

By Brynn mechem                 

The city’s homeless outreach 
team had been offering service 
hours at the West Hollywood 
Library. 

photo by Brynn Mechem

https://www.bhtota.org
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The Los Angeles LGBT Center 
has helped 22 youths experienc-
ing homelessness to receive 10 
years of rental housing assistance 
from the federal government. 

When thousands of emergency 
housing vouchers became avail-
able throughout Los Angeles 
County as part of the federal 
American Rescue Plan, the cen-
ter’s Youth Services staff submit-
ted applications on behalf of 
youth enrolled in the 18-month 
transitional living program and 
rapid rehousing program. The 
center was eligible to apply for 
the vouchers because it commits 
to providing wraparound services 
to youth. 

Administered by the Los 
Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority, the county’s overall 

allotment of 6,806 vouchers are 
part of approximately 70,000 
available nationwide for eligible 
public housing agencies. The pur-
pose is to help people transition 
into safe, stable and permanent 
housing. Voucher recipients must 
either be experiencing homeless-
ness or at risk of experiencing 
homelessness. 

“People could not be more elat-
ed,” Los Angeles LGBT Center 
Director of Youth Services Lisa 
Phillips said. “There is just a great 
sense of relief and excitement. 
For a population that we see 
hasn’t had a lot of breaks in life, 
it’s well deserved and very excit-
ing.” 

Phillips said a 20-year-old trans 
youth enrolled in the center’s 
transitional living program shed 

tears after being selected for a 
housing voucher. The previous 
night, the youth had considered 
leaving the program for personal 
reasons. 

“Although our youth can live in 
[the transitional living program] 
for 18 months, it’s not enough 
time to finish college or to be at a 
level professionally where you 
can support yourself independent-
ly in Los Angeles,” Phillips 
added. “So, this federal rental 
assistance is a perfect interven-
tion because it gives them 10 
years of a head start either to 
work on their education or to 
achieve self-sufficiency.” 

Each year, the center serves 
approximately 2,000 youth – 
three-quarters of whom are expe-
riencing homelessness. 

“Because there will be so many 
more people who qualify than 
there are vouchers available, it’s a 
big deal we were able to get on 
top of it right away and have got-
ten so many young people from 
our agency matched so far,” 

Phillips said. “They are able to 
have 10 years of living in an 
apartment without having to 
worry about falling back into 
homelessness.” 

For information, visit lalgbt-
center.org. 

LGBT center helps youth secure long-term housing

Youth living in the Los Angeles LGBT Center’s transitional living and 
rapid rehousing programs were selected to receive vouchers covering 
10 years of rent.

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles LGBT Center

Los Angeles City 
Councilwoman Nithya Raman 
introduced a motion on Sept. 21 
requesting $3.86 million in fund-
ing for a multi-site Encampment to 
Home Program in the 4th District. 

The goal is to get as many as 150 
individuals into shelters and con-
nect them with permanent housing, 
Raman said.  

“This targeted and strategic 
funding will allow my office to 
begin a multi-pronged, services led 
outreach program aimed at hous-
ing individuals across the district 
that if successful, can be used as a 
model citywide,” Raman said. 

While homelessness in Los 
Angeles remains a widespread cri-
sis, providing funding for shelter 
and housing – in tandem with exten-

sive outreach and services – has 
proven successful, Raman added.  

Raman’s staff has developed a 
plan for a multi-site Encampment 
to Home Program focused on 16 
high-priority locations in the dis-
trict. They include encampments at 
Cahuenga Boulevard and the 
Hollywood (101) Freeway, Sunset 
Boulevard and La Brea Avenue, 
Sunset Boulevard and Detroit 
Street, Sunset Boulevard and 
Martel/Fuller avenues, Franklin 
and Highland avenues, and Pan 
Pacific Park. 

The operation will be conducted 
in partnership with the People 
Concern, one of Los Angeles 
County’s largest social services 
agencies and a leading provider of 
evidence-based solutions to home-

lessness. 
“The People Concern is looking 

forward to building on the success 
of our other Encampment to Home 
projects to link vulnerable neigh-
bors in [the 4th District] with ser-
vices and housing as quickly as 
possible,” said John Maceri, CEO 
of the People Concern. “Our mul-
tidisciplinary outreach teams will 
continue to build trust and use 
intensive engagement to empower 
people to make informed choices 
and connect them with best-fit 
housing that meets their needs. We 
are looking forward to partnering 
on implementing strategies that 
reduce street homelessness, uplift 
the importance of long-term hous-
ing solutions and improve the 
quality of life for all.”  

Raman calls for funds for Encampment  
to Home Program

Los Angeles City 
Councilmembers Paul Koretz, 
Kevin de León and Nithya Raman 
co-presented a motion on Sept. 21 
directing the city’s Climate 
Emergency Mobilization Office 
and other departments to drasti-
cally accelerate the city’s 2050 
carbon neutrality goals to meet 
climate scientists’ warnings that 
2030 is the deadline by which to 
avoid irreversible ecological 
changes. 

The motion, in conjunction with 
the new Cool City Challenge ini-
tiative, seeks to engage Angelenos 
from every sector in citywide mit-
igations to achieve an aggressive 

goal of carbon neutrality by 2030. 
The Cool City Challenge, devel-
oped and funded by the 
Empowerment Institute, is a 
neighborhood-by-neighborhood 
approach to hyper-local climate 
change mitigation, water conser-
vation and neighborhood 
resilience. Piloted by the city 
under the name Cool Blocks in 
2016-17, the effort also reduces 
utility bills. 

Cities that develop innovative 
programs and recruit 200 Cool 
Block leaders can receive $1 mil-
lion in funding to augment climate 
mitigation efforts. 

“There’s no doubt carbon neu-

trality without offsets by 2030 is 
an aspirational stretch goal,” said 
Koretz, 5th District, who co-
authored the motion. “But if we 
are to rise up to meet the greatest 
challenge ever faced by 
humankind, in time, we must look 
climate change square in the face, 
mobilize L.A. with equity and jus-
tice, neighborhood by neighbor-
hood, sector by sector and do not 
what’s possible, but what’s neces-
sary to keep our planet habitable 
and thriving. If that means making 
the impossible possible and the 
aspirational operational, so be it.” 

“We have wasted years debating 
climate policy while our planet 

has steadily warmed to the exis-
tential crisis we face today,” 
added Raman, 4th District. 
“Achieving carbon neutrality by 
2030 without offsets may be bold, 
but I know that all of us who call 
Los Angeles home are ready to 
work arm in arm with our neigh-
bors to accept the Cool Cities 
Challenge. We no longer have 
time to waste.”  

Earlier this month, the Los 
Angeles Department of Water and 
Power completed the “LA100 
Study,” which identifies pathways 
to reach 100% renewable energy 
by 2035 – 10 years earlier than 
planned. The 2030 motion seeks 
to emulate the utility’s goal accel-
eration through citywide partner-

ships with UCLA and climate 
experts from other universities 
and organizations. 

“The consequences of the cli-
mate crisis are already upon us 
and we not only need to do far 
more to reduce CO2 emissions, 
we need to aggressively help our 
communities cope with those con-
sequences, particularly disadvan-
taged communities dealing with 
the worst heat consequences and 
least able to cope with those 
changes,” added de León, 14th 
District. “We need to redouble our 
efforts across the board to con-
front this global crisis and show 
other cities and states how to 
address climate change and pro-
tect their residents.” 

City plans further strategies for climate change

Notable Quotes
We are re-publishing Chris Erskine’s quote in celebration of the 75th Anniversary 

edition of the Beverly Press, Park Labrea News’ Our People Our Places.  We hope you 
feel as Mr. Erskine does and enjoy this read.

“Newspapers are journalism’s acoustic guitars.” 
Chris Erskine

Chris Erskine is a Los Angeles-based colunist, author and sage who 
hails from America’s heartland. 
 
 
  
*source Los Angeles Times

http://www.vineamericanparty.com
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6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market 
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 Follow Us! 

@duparsfm

NEW HOURS 
Open Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-6:30pm  

Sat. & Sun. 6am - 6:30pm

Virgin  
Bacon  

Bloody Mary! 

Now  
serving! 

Also Available To Go!

 
Griddle  

at home! 
Pancake Batter  
32 oz. - $11.95  
16 oz. $9.95 
+ melted butter  

& syrup

Chocolate Chip 
Cinnamon Apple 

Reese’s Banana 
Pumpkin

Blueberry 
Strawberry  
Nutella

National  
Pancake Day

Taste how  
ours  

stack up!
Sunday,  
Sept. 26

Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti on Sept. 20 announced
the city’s progress toward the
Sustainable Development Goals,
a shared development agenda
unanimously adopted by the
United Nations in 2015 to ensure
equitable prosperity.

“From the beginning of our
journey, I’ve said that these
goals cannot be achieved by Los
Angeles alone,” Garcetti said.
“Everyone is part of this agenda
– cities, nations, civil society,
workers, companies. Only
through our collective efforts can
we build a fair and sustainable
future for our world.”

Los Angeles’ 2021 Voluntary
Local Review builds on the
city’s first report in 2019, and
highlights new policies, pro-
grams and initiatives. L.A.’s
work to realize the SDGs is root-
ed in community-based partner-
ships and action and includes
efforts to fight inequality and
poverty, reinforce safety-net pro-
grams and demonstrate sustain-
able development. Guided by
L.A.’s Green New Deal, the city
is also focused on water conser-
vation and developing afford-
able, clean energy and trans-
portation solutions.

To address food insecurity,
poverty and homelessness, the
city partnered with the Mayor’s
Fund for Los Angeles to launch
the Angeleno Connect Card,

which provides direct cash assis-
tance to residents most in need
and suffering from the impacts
of the pandemic. The city has
also taken steps to ensure people
remain housed, developing poli-
cies to protect them from evic-
tions, provide rental assistance
and strengthen the Rent
Stabilization Ordinance.

The 2021 Voluntary Local
Review highlights the impor-
tance of place-based solutions,
and shares narratives around
how the city is using data and
lived experience to improve pub-
lic services. It focuses on hous-
ing insecurity, L.A.’s path to
100% renewable energy and
restorative justice-centered ini-
tiatives, Garcetti added.

With support from the Conrad
N. Hilton Foundation and the
Mayor’s Fund for Los Angeles,
Garcetti launched L.A.’s efforts
on the SDGs in late 2017. The
city also developed an OpenSDG
Data Reporting Platform, an 
SDG Activities Index and two 
voluntary local reviews, and 
engaged over 160 students in 
academic partnerships with 
Occidental College, University 
of Southern California, Arizona 
State University, University of 
California Los Angeles and the 
Claremont Colleges. 

For information and to read 
the report, visit 
sdg.lamayor.org/2021vlr. 

Mayor outlines progress in 
reaching sustainability goals

The Beverly Hills City Council
celebrated Beverly Press and Park
Labrea News’ 75th anniversary
with a brief presentation during its
formal meeting      on Sept. 21. The
newspapers’ diamond anniversary
magazine – “Our People Our
Places” – published today.

“It’s remarkable, actually, in
today’s world for anything to reach
75 years,” Mayor Robert
Wunderlich said. “It’s also remark-
able to have continued local news
coverage of what happens in
Beverly Hills. So really it’s con-
gratulations and thanks to the
Beverly Press, in particular, for
making it vibrantly to their 75th
anniversary.”

He noted that the publication
printed its first edition in 1946 and
has since grown to serve Beverly
Hills, West Hollywood, the Miracle
Mile, Hancock Park and
Hollywood. Its publishers, Michael
and Karen Villalpando, purchased
the newspaper in 1990.

Wunderlich displayed an
advance copy of the magazine and
said he liked a particular quote from
Chris Erskine, who said,
“Newspapers are journalism’s
acoustic guitar.”

“Newspapers have a long history,
and they still are providing some-
thing very valuable in addition to
other ways of getting our news
these days,” he added.

Michael Villalpando said the
newspapers’ expansion into

Beverly Hills five years ago was 
one of the best decisions the pub-
lishers have made.  

“We promise you that we will 

continue to work toward the goal of 
providing news and information, 
both timely and accurately, for the 
people of Beverly Hills,” he said. 

Karen Villalpando said the city of 
Beverly Hills is featured promi-
nently throughout the magazine, 
which was distributed to nearly 
every resident in the city today.  

“We hope you enjoy it,” she said.  

BH City Council honors newspaper 
on their 75th anniversary

The city of Beverly Hills presented Beverly Press and Park Labrea News 
publishers Michael and Karen Villalpando with a proclamation celebrat-
ing the newspapers’ diamond anniversary.

photo by Lionel Ochoa

“We hope you 
enjoy it.”

http://dupars.net/Store/


The now former LAPD 
Wilshire Division commanding 
officer, Capt., Shannon Paulson, 
thought the answer to solving the 
growing crime problem in the 
Melrose area was to no longer 
allow vendors and street gam-
bling.  

Clearly, that did not address the 
problem, but Paulson was recent-
ly promoted anyway, never 
implementing any real plan to 
combat the crime siege in the 
Melrose area.  

Councilmember Paul Koretz, 
who is a career politician, is leav-
ing office next year due to term 
limits and is far more focused on 
finding his next job by running 
for city controller than continuing 

to represent his constituents in the 
5th District, including the 
Melrose area.  

After receiving a great deal of 
criticism for remaining silent for 
months from those of us who live 
and work in the Fairfax District, 
while crime in the Melrose area 
continued to grow, Koretz is 
finally claiming that he is going to 
address the problem. This is too 
little too late, especially for the 
young man working at the 
Melrose shoe store who lost his 
life, or the numerous recent vic-
tims of armed robberies who have 
been traumatized in the Melrose 
area, or the businesses on Melrose 
that have seen a dramatic 
decrease in business because the 
crime siege in the neighborhood 
is scaring customers away.  

  
Robert Cherno  
Fairfax District 
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 A new office building named 
The Star has been proposed at 
6061-6087 Sunset Blvd. and 6056-
6090 Harold Way in a section of 
Hollywood that has become home 
to multiple new developments dur-
ing the past decade.   

Proposed by developer The Star 
LLC and designed by the Chinese 
architecture firm MAD Architects, 
the $500 million, 22-story building 
would include 500,000 square feet 
of creative office space.  

Edgar Khalatian, a representative 
for The Star LLC, which purchased 
the properties in 2017, said the new 
building will include terraced 
greenspaces and a terrarium-like 
rooftop dome with a restaurant. A 
funicular cable car will transport 
people between the base and the 
rooftop via the building’s exterior.   

The Star would be located in the 
same neighborhood as other new 
buildings and complexes including 
Sunset Gower Studios, Sunset 
Bronson Studios, Columbia Square 

and the Emerson College Los 
Angeles Center. Ma Yansong, of 
MAD Architects, said the new 
building was designed with other 
Hollywood landmarks in mind.   

“Inspired by the curvilinear 
forms of the Griffith Observatory, 
Capitol Records Building, 
Hollywood Bowl and the Cinerama 
Dome, [the building] asserts a new 
typology for the office of the 
future,” Yansong said. “Hollywood 
has long been a signature center for 
culture and creativity. The Star will 
be a new iconic landmark in 
Hollywood and continue to nurture 
the public’s inspiration and creativ-
ity.”   

MAD Architects also designed 
the new Lucas Museum of 
Narrative Art, which is under con-
struction in Exposition Park. Plans 
for The Star were filed with the city 
on Sept. 16, and the project will go 
through an extensive review and 
planning process requiring zoning 
changes and a general plan amend-
ment.   

“It is encouraging that, even dur-

ing these challenging times, 
Hollywood continues to attract 
investment,” said Councilman 
Mitch O'Farrell, 13th District. “I 
look forward to learning more 
about the impacts of this proposed 
project as it moves through the 
Department of City Planning’s 
processes.”   

Some residents in the surround-
ing neighborhood questioned the 
need for a new office building in an 

Office building aims to be shining star on Sunset

rendering courtesy of MAD Architects  

The Star office building will include 
landscaped terraces and a terrari-
um-like rooftop dome. 

The Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority is advising about upcom-
ing lane closures on Wilshire 
Boulevard as part of the Purple Line 
Extension subway project.  

From Saturday, Sept. 25, through 
Monday, April 4, 2022, Wilshire 
Boulevard will be reduced to two 
lanes in each direction between 
Detroit Street and Highland Avenue, 
and Sycamore Avenue will be closed 
immediately south of Wilshire 
Boulevard. The closure is necessary 
for construction of the Wilshire/La 
Brea subway station.  

Work hours are anticipated to be 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., five to six days 
per week. Left turns from Wilshire 
Boulevard to Orange Drive, and 
from Wilshire Boulevard to La Brea 
and Sycamore avenues will be 
restricted. K-rail barriers will be 
installed on the south side of 
Wilshire Boulevard between La Brea 
Avenue and an area just east of 
Sycamore Avenue. All adjacent side-
walks will remain open.  

Work is also ongoing at the 

Century City/Constellation, 
Wilshire/Rodeo, Wilshire.LA 
Cienega and Wilshire/Fairfax sub-
way stations. Crews have been pour-
ing concrete at the Wilshire/Fairfax 
station and building appendage 
structures underground that house 
vital subway systems. Similar 
appendage structure work is ongoing 
at the Wilshire/La Cienega station. 
Gale Drive will be intermittently 
closed north of Wilshire Boulevard 
and lane closures may be necessary 
on Wilshire Boulevard between San 
Vicente and La Cienega boulevards.  

In Beverly Hills, crews are work-
ing underground on the 
Wilshire/Rodeo subway station. 
Geotechnical instruments atop poles 
are also being installed along 
Wilshire Boulevard in Beverly Hills 
to monitor impacts caused by con-
struction and tunneling.  

For questions and concerns about 
the Purple Line Extension project, 
call the 24-hour project hotline at 
(213)922-6934, email the project 
team at purplelineext@metro.net, or 
visit metro.net. 

Subway work prompts lane 
closures at Wilshire/La Brea 

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
PUBLIC NOTICE  

      
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a  
Public Hearing to consider the following item: 
 
LOCATIONS:            9009-9015 SUNSET BOULEVARD,  
                                 West Hollywood, California 
 
REQUEST: Proposal to install an internally lit billboard at 9009 Sunset 

Boulevard (“Roxy Theatre”) and convert an existing static 
billboard with a digital and internally lit billboard at 9015 Sun-
set Boulevard (“Rainbow”), subject to a development agree-
ment and as part of the Sunset Boulevard Off-Site Signage 
Policy. 

 
PERMIT(S):              Administrative Permit, Certificate of Appropriateness, Devel-

opment Agreement, Sign Permit, Zone Map Amendment, 
and any other required permits. 

 
APPLICANT(S):       Andrew Bilanzich, ACE Outdoor (representative Afriat Con-

sulting Group, Inc.) 
  
TIME/PLACE            Teleconference Meeting 
OF HEARING:          Monday, October 4, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
                                 This meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with de-

tailed instructions for participation included on the posted 
agenda). 

 
ZONES:                    SSP (Sunset Specific Plan) 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS:                   Negative Declaration prepared for Sunset Boulevard Off-Site 

Signage Policy, Addendum to Initial Study/Negative Decla-
ration, and conformance memorandum. 

 
 
City Hall is accessible by appointment only.  The staff report will be available 
on Wednesday, September 29, 2021 on-line at www.weho.org  
 
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those is-
sues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in 
the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood City Council, via the Plan-
ning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the Public Hearing. 
 
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the 
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of 
the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.   
 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to 
express their opinion in this matter. 
 
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED 
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER IN-
FORMATION regarding this item, contact Jennifer Davis, Senior Contract Planner 
in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via 
email at:   jdavis@weho.org  
 
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 
 
 
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополни-
тельной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-848-
6826.

Letters to the Editor
Crime siege in 
Melrose area  
continues

area where many other buildings 
have recently been constructed.   

“Because of the pandemic, the 
need for assembling large groups 
of people in one location has fiz-
zled out,” said Doug Haines, a 
member of the Hollywood Studio 
District Neighborhood Council, 
East Hollywood Neighborhood 
Council and La Mirada Avenue 
Neighborhood Association. “I have 
heard vacancy rates have decreased 
dramatically during the pandemic. 
It does bring into question, is there 
a market for it?” 

By edwin folven                 

https://www.weho.org
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With this ad only through 9/29/2021 

6333 W. Third St. 323.938.5131  
www.marcondas.com 

Family Owned in the  
Original Farmers Market for 80 Years

Piedmontese Skirt Steak 
 $17.98/lb. 
limited supply!

Shappy Pretzel Co. 
pop-up at The Grove  

On Sept. 24, Adam Shapiro of 
the Shappy Pretzel Co., which 

serves a “Philly-born, L.A. bread” 
pretzel, will host two pop-up events 
at The Grove and The Americana at 
Brand. The pop-ups are hosted in 
collaboration with Hilarity for 
Charity, a national nonprofit found-
ed by Seth Rogen and Lauren 
Miller Rogen to provide care for 
families impacted by Alzheimer’s 
disease. For one day only, Shappy 
Pretzel Co. will serve pretzels with 
all proceeds going to HFC. 
Customers can pre-order or visit one 
of the two sites to purchase 
Shappy’s fan favorites. Order three 
original pretzels for $10, little bites 
for $6, or Oreo-filled for $12. 
Created for World Alzheimer’s 
Month is the “Cumin Get It” flavor, 
available in a pack of three for $10. 
Shapiro, Rogen and Miller Rogen 
will make a special appearance at 

The Grove’s pop-up at 11 a.m. The 
Grove pop-up will remain open 
until 1 p.m. The Americana at Brand 
pop-up will run from 2-4 p.m. shap-
pypretzel.com 189 The Grove Dr. 
and 889 Americana Way.  

  

Sightglass Los 
Angeles opens   

 

Executive Chef and Pastry Chef 
Jillian Bartolome welcomes din-

ers to experience her new menu. In 
2009, brothers Justin and Jerad 
Morrison opened Sightglass as an 
independent coffee company. Now, 
with the help of Bartolome, they 
have opened another location on the 
corner of Willoughby and Sycamore 
in Hollywood. The all-day restau-
rant offers bakery items and pastries, 
as well as sandwiches, salads, bowls 
and charcuterie. The marketplace 
offers flowers, wines, chocolates, 
kitchenware and gifts. Open daily 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 7051 
Willoughby Ave., (323)763-8588.  

Music and dining at 
The Peninsula  

 

Five unique musical experiences 
will be offered to guests and 

locals throughout the week at The 
Peninsula Beverly Hills. Visit The 
Living Room every Thursday 
through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. to listen to a live harpist. Enjoy 
an afternoon tea while sitting in a 
prime viewing spot. On Thursday 
evenings, The Living Room pre-
sents emerging female artists per-
forming songs by legendary female 
singers from every era. Beginning 
at 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday 
evenings, sit inside The Living 
Room for an à la carte dim sum 
meal and live music. The Club Bar 
offers a dark, wood lounge where 
guests can listen to a live pianist 
every Wednesday through Saturday 
from 5-9 p.m. On Sundays, a jazz 
trio performs while brunch is 
served from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at The 
Belvedere. 9882 S. Santa Monica 
Blvd., (310)551-2888.  

   

Gelato Festival    

The American Gelato finals were 
held from Sept. 14-15, and 

Chef Savannah Lee won the 
Technical Jury’s Gold Medal for 
her decadent “The All-American 
Gelato,” that features three different 
types of apples, caramel, cheese-
cake and graham crackers. 
Additional winners include 
“Giardini di Marzo” by Paolo and 
Denise Di Lallo, “Revisited Black 
Forest” by Daniele Chiandussi, 
“Seamist” by Stefano Mosi and 
“Italian Rainbow Cookie” by 
Janine Bruno. The five flavors are 
now available for the public to 
taste. The American Finals gelato 
box is currently available for pur-
chase for $99 at gelatofestival.com 
until Oct. 1. Fans can cast their 
votes for their American Final 
favorite. The winning chef moves 
on to represent the country in the 
World Finals in December.   

  

Milk Bar’s  
seasonal fall treats  

 

Pastry chef Christina Tosi 
launched new seasonal treats 

for fall that include apple cider 
doughnuts and cakes. An apple 
cider truffle doughnut offers a 
bright pop of apple flavor, with a 
creamy white chocolate shell sugar 

sand topping. A sampler box 
includes three assorted truffle fla-
vors: the classic birthday cake, 
chocolate birthday and apple cider 
doughnut cake. The apple cider 
doughnut cake is made of a layer 
of spiced cake and creamy frosting 
with doughnut sugar topping mixed 
in. It offers a tart apple cider jam 
and caramelized doughnut crumbs 
sprinkled on top. milkbarstore.com, 
7150 Melrose Ave., (347)557-9504.  

  

The Hollywood 
Roosevelt culinary 
events  

 

This month, the Tropicana 
Pool is offering movie nights 

every Tuesday. Guests who dress up 
in the theme of the movie will 
receive a free cocktail or candy at 
the concession stand. Every Sunday, 
a cardio and cocktail class is offered 
on the roof top of the hotel. On Sept. 
26 at 6:30 p.m., join top L.A.-based 
fitness instructors in partnership 
with FitGirl Club for a $25 class that 
includes a Ketel One Botanical 
Vodka or sparking water. Inside the 
restaurant, Nancy Silverton’s 
restaurant The Barish is open 

Our Utlimate Trio includes 
1/2 Sandwich with soup or salad, 

choice of coleslaw, French fries or fruit,   choice of coleslaw, French fries or fruit,   choice of coleslaw, French fries or fruit,   choice of coleslaw, French fries or fruit,   
a slice of Freshly Baked Pie 

& a Beverage (soft drink, ice tea or coffee)

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447 • Frances@dupars-psr.com(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447 • Frances@dupars-psr.com
In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 

Curbside Pick-Up  
& Online Delivery 

Available

Try our new 
Sandwich Trio!

$18 50

Sandwich Trio!
White Albacore 
Tuna, BLT, Braised 
Tri Tip, Roasted 
Tukey Breast,  
Corned Beef or 
Sugar-Cured Ham 

includes 
a slice of 

pie!

Du-par's Soup & Sand.V3.9.23.qxp_Layout 1  9/22/21  1:28 PM  Page 1

RESTAURANT NEWS 
by Jill Weinlein

http://dupars.net/Store/
https://farmersmarketla.com
https://marcondas.com


Beverly Press/Park Labrea News 13  September 23, 2021

Gary Twinn,  
Clem Burke,  
Mick Cripps,  
Luke Bossendorfer 
Gaz Ivin 
 
 
Sunday, 5pm  
on the patio 

GARY TWINN & THE LONG SHADOWS   
ROCK THE TAVERN SUNDAY, SEPT. 26 

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax

JOIN US FOR GREAT MUSIC 

ENGLISH PUB FARE  

& TAPS!

Wednesday through Sunday for an 
Italian-inspired steakhouse meal 
with a California twist. The hotel 
offers a “Back to Pool” package for 
those looking to enjoy balmy nights. 
The package includes 20% off a 
two-night stay and two compli-
mentary drinks at Tropicana Café. 
Thehollywoodroosevelt.com. 7000 
Hollywood Blvd., (323)856-1970.  

  
   

Sierra Nevada 
Oktoberfest  

 

Sierra Nevada Brewing Co. is 
offering fans an Oktoberfest 

experience at home. In honor of 
Sierra Nevada’s seasonal 
Oktoberfest beer release, a few 
Sierra Nevada fans will receive a 
live traditional oompah band per-
formance at their home, as well as 
some Oktoberfest gear. Now 
through Oct. 1, nominate a friend 
by tagging them on Instagram in the 
comments of the video 
“Oktoberfest…Is Canceled. Include 
a description of why this person 
deserves an “Oompahgram” deliv-
ery. Sierra Nevada will then choose 
a small number of recipients to 
r e c e i v e  O o m p a h g r a m s  i n 

October. Sierra Nevada 
Oktoberfest beer is a rich Märzen 
lager featuring German malts with 
aromas of honey and biscuity bread, 
and flavors of caramel and graham 
cracker. sierranevada.com and 
@sierranevada on Instagram.  

  

National Ice Cream 
Cone Day  

 

This month, ice cream fans cele-
brated National Ice Cream Cone 

Day with Good Humor and 
Klondike’s new frozen treats. Good 
Humor Giant King Cones are 
crowned with chocolate flavored 
coating and roasted peanuts. 
Klondike, the makers of the iconic 
chocolate-dipped ice cream bar now 
make Klondike Cones. The choco-
late-lined crispy wafer cone is filled 
with creamy vanilla or classic 
chocolate. It comes in five delicious 
flavors, including Nuts for Vanilla, 
Vanilla Chillin, Double Down 
Chocolate and Unicorn Dreamin’. 
Breyers ice cream now offers 
chocolate pretzels swirl and fan 
favorite Breyers Cookie and Cream 
with 20% more cookie pieces. All 
can be purchased in your local 
freezer section.  

Du-par’s at the Original Farmers 
Market invites guests to celebrate 
their next special occasion at the 
all-American café.  Owner Frances 
Tario will help you create a menu 
catered to your celebration. With 
creative ideas like an “after slum-
ber party breakfast” with guests 
still clad in pajamas, Tario sug-
gests their famous hotcakes – or 
pancakes – with toppings like 
bananas, strawberries, chocolate 
chips or Nutella. Kids’ birthday 
parties on the patio are especially 
fun, she said, and guests can deco-
rate with balloons and party 
favors. Tario can provide the deco-
rations, upon request for an addi-
tional charge. 

Du-par’s makes delicious 
Reese’s and M&M shakes, and 
kids’ ice cream cones are just 99¢ 
for one scoop.  

Other groups are invited to 
spend special occasions at Du-
par’s, including first responders. 
Firefighters, police officers and 
nurses who dine in their uniforms 
receive 50% off their bill, Tario 
said.  

“It’s our way of giving back, to 

let them know we appreciate their 
hard work,” she said. 

Du-par’s new Sandwich Trio is a 
real crowd pleaser, offering a half 
sandwich with soup or salad, 
choice of coleslaw, French fries or 
fruit, a slice of Freshly Baked Pie 
and a beverage. Open for break-
fast, lunch and dinner from 6:30 
a.m. – 6:30 p.m. Monday through 

Friday, and 6 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday, Du-par’s has 
been located at the Farmers 
Market since 1938. Tario invites 
you to enjoy a short stack of pan-
cakes today.  

“Come on in, we’re happy to 
serve you.” 

6333 W. Third St., (323)933-
8446.  

Celebrate a special occasion at Du-par’s

photo by Frances Tario 

Birthday parties at Du-par’s are a real treat.

https://farmersmarketla.com
https://markettavernla.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
Sept. 12 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 400 
block of N. Canon at 4 a.m. 
 
At 3:25 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 400 
block of N. Rodeo.  
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 300 block of 
Oakhurst at 6:25 p.m. 
 
Sept. 13 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 400 block of S. 
Roxbury at 2:45 a.m. A second 
burglary was reported in the same 
area at 2:45 a.m. 
 
At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 100 
block of S. Roxbury. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 9300 block of Civic 
Center at 4:03 p.m. 
 
Sept. 14 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 9600 
block of Santa Monica at 2:30 a.m. 
 
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 200 
block of S. Doheny. 
 
A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs near the corner 
of Santa Monica and Beverly at 
2:20 p.m. 
 
At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
100 block of Roxbury. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 9200 
block of Civic Center at 7 p.m. 
 
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a commercial burglary 
in the 8400 block of Wilshire. 
 
Sept. 15 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 100 block of N. 
Clark at 9:03 a.m. 
 
At 4:07 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 300 
block of N. Rodeo. 
 
Sept. 16 
 
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 300 
block of S. Rodeo. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8400 block of Third at 
8:26 p.m. 
 
Sept. 17 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 400 block of N. 
Bedford at 11 a.m. 
 
At 1:22 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
9600 block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 200 block of 

Robertson at 1:28 p.m. 
 
At 2:38 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 9000 
block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 9200 block of 
Beverly at 4:54 p.m. 
 
At 5:12 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
9700 block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 9000 block of 
Wilshire at 7:27 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 100 
block of Crescent. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
residential burglary in the 100 
block of Crescent at 9 p.m. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
Sept. 12 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 600 block of N.. 
Robertson at 12:40 a.m. 
 
At 3:05 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 900 block 
of N. Palm. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 7200 block of 
Fountain at 3:15 a.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 500 
block of N. Sweetzer. 
 
Sept. 13 
 
At 7:45 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 500 block of 
San Vicente. 
 
Sept. 14 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1300 block of N. 
Havenhurst at 11 a.m. 
 
At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
4100 block of S. La Cienega. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 600 block of N. La 
Cienega at 11 p.m. 
 
Sept. 15 
 
At 9:40 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1100 
block of N. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Doheny 
and Santa Monica at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Sept. 16 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 900 
block of N. Doheny. 
 
Sept. 17 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1000 block of 
Havenhurst at 5 a.m.  
 
At 7:26 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 8900 
block of Santa Monica. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 8900 block of 
Santa Monica at 11:30 p.m. 
 
Sept. 18 
 
At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 7100 
block of Santa Monica. 
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
Sept. 12 
 
At 12:40 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 5900 block of Willoughby. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of De 
Longpre and Vine at 1:30 a.m. 
 
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
5100 block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 15009 block of N. 
Bronson at 3 a.m. 
 
At 3:11 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6500 
block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 800 block of 
Seward at 4:17 a.m. 
 
At 6:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Third and Wilton.  
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6700 block of 
Hollywood at 7:25 a.m. 
 
At 7:50 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Beverly and Fairfax. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
Orange and Hawthorn at 10:30 
a.m. 
 
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
7000 block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft near the corner of 
Formosa and Beverly at noon. 
 
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
100 block of S. Formosa. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 900 block of 
Ridgeley at 2:30 p.m. 
 
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
600 block of N. June. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 8100 block of 
Fourth at 3:30 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
pickpocketed a victim in the 6000 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An attempted robbery was report-
ed near the corner of La Jolla and 
Third at 5:15 p.m. 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft near the 
corner of Hollywood and Vine. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 6400 block of 
Wilshire at 8 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1600 block of Schrader. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of 
S. Bedford at 11 p.m. 
 
Sept. 13 
 
At 1:50 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
900 block of N. Ridgewood. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 400 block of S. La 
Brea at 2:50 a.m. 
 
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
5500 lock of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1400 block of 
N. Alta Vista at 2 p.m. 
 
At 2:25 p.m., an attempted auto 
burglary was reported in the 500 
block of San Vicente. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of S. La 
Brea at 2:50 p.m. 
 
At 5:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 9000 
block of Burton. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1400 block of 
Tamarind at 6 p.m. 
 
At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 7700 block 
of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 700 block of 
S. Ogden at 8 p.m. 
 
At 11:05 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
100 block of S. Fuller. 
 
Sept. 14 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 600 block of N. Detroit 
at 9:15 a.m. 
 
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 900 
block of Vine. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 7800 block of Melrose at 
12:27 p.m. 
 
At 3:53 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6200 
block of Third. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 800 block of N. 
Poinsettia at 3:40 p.m. 
 
At 4:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Rossmore and Fifth. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 5500 block of 
Wilshire at 8 p.m. 
 
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8200 block of Fourth. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7200 block of 
Melrose at 10 p.m. 
 
At 11:45 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 400 
block of N. Hayworth. 
 
Sept. 15 
 
At noon, an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1300 
block of N. Cahuenga. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of 
Genesee and Rosewood at 9 p.m. 
 
At 11:10 p.m., an attempted vehi-
cle burglary was reported in the 
600 block of S. Detroit. 
 
Sept. 16 
 
An assault was reported in the 
6700 block of Selma at 3 a.m. 
 
At 5:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8800 block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Sycamore 
and Waring at 8:05 a.m. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 

vehicle parked in the 400 block of 
S. Detroit at 9 a.m. 
 
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1300 
block of Cherokee. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 1000 block of Vine at 1:40 p.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1600 block of N. Curson. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of 
Fountain and Gordon at 4:30 p.m. 
 
At 4:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a bicycle near the corner of 
Highland and Johnny Grant. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Melrose and 
Orlando at 5:30 p.m. 
 
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8500 block of Olympic. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1300 block of 
N. Poinsettia at 8 p.m. 
 
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1600 block of N. El Centro. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 100 block of S. 
Hudson at 8:15 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1300 block of Tamarind. 
 
Sept. 17 
 
At 1:30 a.m., an attempted vehicle 
burglary was reported near the 
corner of Wilton and La Mirada. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Crescent 
Heights and Sunset at 3:50 a.m. 
 
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6400 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7100 block of 
Beverly at 11:40 a.m. 
 
At 12:25 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
100 block of S. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 800 block of N. La 
Brea at 1:06 p.m. 
 
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Fourth and Manhattan. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 8500 block of 
Beverly at 3:15 p.m. 
 
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 6300 
block of San Vicente. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1600 block of 
N. Martel at 5:30 p.m. 
 
At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5400 
block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft near the corner of 
Orange and Hollywood at 7:30 p.m. 
 
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 5400 
block of Barton. 
 
Sept. 18 
 
At 12:05 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim near the cor-
ner of Selma and Cahuenga. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7500 block of 
Melrose at 1 a.m. 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Sept. 12 and Sept. 18. The information was compiled from 
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: 
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.
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Southern cooking is king at Yard Bird Table and Bar
Because September is National 

Chicken Month, my husband and I 
decided to visit the newly reopened 
Yardbird Table and Bar at the 
Beverly Center.   

Years ago, when Bravo’s Top 
Chef finalist Jeff McInnis was 
ready to open an American 
Southern-style restaurant, he part-
nered with restaurateurs Chris 
Romero and John Kunkel to create 
Yardbird Southern Table and Bar in 
the South Beach area of Miami. 
Kunkel suggested the restaurant 
serve his grandmother Lewellyn’s 
delicious fried chicken recipe.   

Soon, the restaurant received a 
James Beard Award nomination 
and developed plans to open in 
other locations, including Los 
Angeles, Las Vegas, Dallas, 
Washington, D.C., Chicago and 
Singapore. 

After the restaurant opened on 
the corner of the Beverly Center in 
2018, Angelenos enjoyed its large 
portions, whimsical presentations 
and friendly service.   

Yardbird is a colloquium for a 
domestic chicken, and as its name 
suggests, the restaurant’s fried 
chicken is the main attraction, espe-
cially when it is served on a blue 
farmhouse platter and stacked high 
inside a wire chicken basket. The 
crispy, coated chicken is brined for 
27 hours, dredged in Lewellyn’s 
secret herbs and spices, and fried to 
give it an appealing golden sunset 
color.   

The large bar was hopping 
Friday night when we arrived just 

after happy hour. Behind the bar, 
mixologists fuse picture-worthy 
craft cocktails featuring fresh fruit 
juice, herbs, spices and spirits. The 
restaurant’s beverage book lists 
California beers on draft, and 
homeland, new-world and old-
world wines by the glass and bottle. 
It also offers an exceptional spirits 
collection with well-known 
favorites and hard-to-find classics.  

Almost every table on the dining 
patio held a plate of deviled eggs, so 
we ordered one too. Four white 
halves of hardboiled eggs are 
crowned with two-inch high swirls 
of bright yellow yolk. The creamy, 
yellow goodness is mixed with dill 
and chives, and topped with smoked 
roe that offers a burst of saltiness.   

The next dish to arrive was the 
fried green tomato BLT. It’s a 
southern twist on a sandwich 
favorite, excluding the bread. Thick 
slices of fried green tomatoes are 
dredged in a flour mixture and 
fried, before being topped with 
grilled house-smoked pork belly, 
frisee lettuce with a lemon vinai-
grette, and tomato jam. This fork 
and knife appetizer was surprising-
ly delicious.  

When Assistant Central Manager 
Malik Muhammad brought the 
main course, a whole chicken plat-
ter, out from the kitchen, he parad-
ed it through the dining room to our 
outdoor table. You’d think he was 
ushering a celebrity to the terrace 
by the attention the platter received. 
It reminded me of one of nearby 
Barton G’s show-stopping appetiz-

ers and entrees.   
This one-of-a-kind chicken is 

served with a honey hot sauce that 
induces a slight tongue tingle. On 
the platter, there was also juicy 
cubes of spiced watermelon with 
a hint of citrus and paprika, and 
four savory Swiss and sharp ched-
dar cheese waffles. A bottle of 
house-made bourbon maple syrup 
oozes over the waffles. The bour-
bon isn’t cooked down, so a nice 
hint of alcohol complements the 
waffles.   

Another showstopper is the ribs, 
which arrive under a smoke-
swirling glass dome. As the glass is 
lifted, hickory wood smoke wafts 
toward you, enticing your senses. 
When the smoke dissipates, eight 
pieces of sweet-tea brined and 
braised ribs are stacked like a game 
of Jenga. With one bite, the tender, 
sweet and flavorful meat comes 
right off the bone.  

Be sure to order the country but-
termilk biscuits that are baked 
every hour. A plate of four crisp-
top with a fluffy center biscuits 
arrive nestled under a napkin to 
keep them warm. They are served 
with creamy honey butter and 
exquisite apple butter jam that 
melts when spread.  

Aside from poultry, I understand 
the shrimp and grits is quite good. 
Chefs also prepare a lobster mac and 
cheese, grilled creole-style salmon 
with a basil pesto and a new agnolotti 
with shaved truffles. Another truffle-
enhanced entree is the Rosewood 
Ranch America Wagyu served with 

By Jill Weinlein

photo courtesy of the Original Farmers Market  

Visitors can view nearly 50 classic vehicles during the upcoming 
Gilmore Heritage Auto Show. 

Gilmore Heritage Auto Show rolls 
back into the Farmers Market 

Shiny autos and car enthusiasm 
returns to the Original Farmers 
Market with the annual Gilmore 
Heritage Auto Show on Saturday, 
Sept. 25, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

The representation of California 
automotive culture will include 
nearly 50 American classics, cus-
toms, hot rods and trucks on dis-
play free for the public. The theme 

of this year’s show is “Classic 
Comeback,” marking the return of 
one of the market’s most iconic 
events. 

The Gilmore Heritage Auto Show 
will be held in front of the clock tower 
on the Farmers Market Plaza, 6333 
W. Third St. For information, visit 
farmersmarketla.com/events/gilmore
-heritage-auto-show. 

Beck coming to The Ford stage 
The Ford added a new perfor-

mance to its fall lineup as Grammy-
winning artist Beck will take the 
stage at 8 p.m. on Sept. 28.   

The born-and-raised Angeleno 
will bring decades of his alternative 
hits to The Ford stage.    

Since making his way into the 
mainstream with 1994’s “Loser,” 
Beck has won eight Grammys, 
including one for Album of the 
Year for his 2014 album “Morning 

Phase.”    
He has released 14 studio 

albums, as well as several non-
album singles and a book of sheet 
music.  

His always-evolving music 
draws on classic folk, post-modern 
collage, breakbeats and tropicália. 
His latest album “Hyperspace” is 
now available for purchase.   

For information, visit 
theford.com.  

photo by Jill Weinlein 

The whole chicken platter at Yard Bird Table and Bar comes with crispy 
fried chicken, a honey hot sauce, spiced watermelon and four savory 
cheese waffles. 

harissa butter and fresh black truffle.  
When we finished dinner, our 

server delivered new plates, a large 
spoon and napkins. When I 
inquired why the new napkins, she 
said “Just you wait, your spectacu-
lar dessert is on its way.”  

Within minutes, a thick wood 
tray holding a silver baking skillet 
arrived. On top was a boysenberry-
colored solid sugar glass tuile 
dome. For the interactive finale, our 
server cracked open the hard shell 
to reveal a baked-to-order strawber-
ry-peach cobbler. On top of the 
crumble was two scoops of unmelt-
ed vanilla ice cream. How they keep 
the ice cream from melting is a 
mystery to me.   

This dessert is toothsome, and 

unless you’re sharing it around the 
table, you will need to get a to-go 
box.  

Other eye-opening desserts 
include the four-layer Bourbon 
chocolate cake frosted with Nutella 
and crowned with candied bacon. 
The restaurant also makes a State 
Fair favorite: battered, deep-fried 
Oreos that are guaranteed to offer a 
sugar rush.  

Saying goodbye to us at the door, 
Muhammad told us the restaurant’s 
happy hour runs every Monday 
through Friday from 3-5 p.m. A 
reverse happy hour is held from 9-
11 a.m. on the weekends. Weekend 
brunch runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
$$ 8500 Beverly Blvd. (323)250-
8034.  

https://www.emilyjilg.com
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photo courtesy of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s office  

Gov. Gavin Newsom praised the state’s efforts to reopen schools 
safely during a campus visit last week.  

Newsom applauds school safety  
Gov. Gavin Newsom on Sept. 

15 visited a TK-8 school in 
Oakland to showcase the state’s 
efforts to safely open schools for 
full in-person instruction, high-
lighting new data showing that 
the vast majority of school dis-
tricts are reporting that 95-100% 
of students are learning in person.   

“We implemented the most 
robust school reopening and safe-
ty strategy in the entire country, 
and now California’s students are 
back in the classroom and schools 
are remaining open at nation-lead-
ing rates,” Newsom said. “It’s no 
coincidence that California is the 
first state to advance out of the 
CDC’s ‘high’ transmission cate-
gory and has the lowest case rates 
in the entire country. The state’s 
efforts and resources have made 
schools among the safest places in 
our communities.”  

California’s Student Supports 
& In-Person Dashboard pro-
vides data collected from school 
districts regarding how many stu-
dents are back in classrooms, as 
well as the expanded educational 
opportunities and wellness ser-
vices available for students.  

Additionally, the new District 

2021-22 Instruction Status 
Map provides a regional breakdown 
of student in-person rates, expanded 
educational opportunities and in-
school outbreak-associated cases.  

CDC data has shown 
that California is leading nation-
al trends for keeping kids out of 
the hospital. As of Sept. 12, the 
national rate of COVID-19 hospi-
talizations for those aged 0-17 
was three times the rate of 
California’s, while Florida’s rate 
was 6 times that of California.  

Nationally, California is leading 
national trends in keeping schools 
open. According to Burbio, which 
tracks nationwide school closures, 
roughly 1,900 to 2,000 school clo-
sures have occurred this year, with 
only nine in California – amounting 
to roughly 0.5% of total closures 
nationwide.  

Through the winter, Newsom 
sought urgent action to provide 
school funding to both accelerate 
school reopenings in the 2020-21 
school year and expand student 
supports for the summer and 
2021-22 school year. Assembly 
Bill 86 was enacted on March 5, 
with $4.6 billion dedicated to 
expanding student supports. 

Colburn School competition puts viola on display 
The Colburn School and the 

American Viola Society announced 
the 24 live round competitors for 
the 2021 Primrose International 
Viola Competition.   

The competition was established 
by the American Viola Society in 
1979 to encourage young violinists. 
For more than 40 years, the compe-
tition has continued to attract distin-
guished jurors and talented partici-
pants worldwide.   

Its laureates occupy principal 
seats of major symphony orches-
tras, act as professors in major cen-
ters of education and have achieved 
critical acclaim as international 
soloists.  

This year’s 24 live round com-
petitors were chosen from a pool of 
103 applications received during a 
pre-screening round that closed in 
July 2021.   

The musicians will compete in 
the 2021 Primrose International 
Viola Competition at the Colburn 
School from December 13-18.  

The 24 competitors come from 
all over the world, representing 10 
countries. The average age of par-
ticipants is 23, with the youngest 
aged 18 and the oldest aged 29.  

“After a prolonged period of clo-
sure, it is especially meaningful this 
year to be able to present, in-per-
son, the Primrose International 
Viola Competition in collaboration 
with the American Viola Society,” 
said Colburn School President and 
CEO Sel Kardan. “As we prepare 
for the 16th international competi-
tion honoring the legacy of William 
Primrose, we look forward to hear-
ing the next top soloists, chamber 
musicians, orchestral players, and 
pedagogues on campus. These tal-
ented young musicians are an inspi-
ration and testament to persever-

ance during the challenging pan-
demic period, and this will 
undoubtedly be an uplifting week 
of music and celebration.”  

 Each of the live round partici-
pants will compete in the quarter-
final round from Dec. 13-14, and 
eight competitors will advance to the 
semi-final round held on Dec. 16.   

During the quarter-final round, 
competitors will perform works 
that demonstrate the musical and 
virtuosic strengths of the competi-
tor, including the performance of 
one piece for solo viola or for viola 
and piano by a BIPOC composer. 
During the semi-final round, com-
petitors will perform selected 
works and also have the freedom to 
choose their repertoire, including 
original works.  

During the final round on Dec. 
18, the final three competitors will 
perform, in its entirety, either the 
Bartók/Serly Viola Concerto or 
Walton Viola Concerto with the 
Colburn Orchestra, conducted by 
Salonen Conducting Fellow Kyle 
Dickson.  

The winner will be announced 

during an awards ceremony held 
shortly after the final round. The 
first prize winner will receive 
$15,000; the second prize winner 
will receive $10,000; the third prize 
winner will receive $5,000; the 
transcriptions prize winner will 
receive $1,000; and the BIPOC 
prize winner will receive $1,000.   

The first prize winner will per-
form at the 2022 American Viola 
Society Festival and 47th 
International Viola Congress in 
June 2022.   

In conjunction with the Primrose 
International Viola Competition, 
the American Viola Society will 
host a mini-fest at the Colburn 
School from Dec. 17-18, 2021 fea-
turing master classes, recitals and 
educational sessions.   

Free access is available for ticket 
holders attending the quarter-, 
semi- or final rounds of competi-
tion, as well as any member of the 
Southern California Viola Society 
or American Viola Society.    

All live rounds will be streamed 
on theviolinchannel.com. For infor-
mation, visit colburnschool.edu.  

photo courtesy of Rockport Chamber Music Festival  

Musician Barry Shiffman served as jury chairman for the 2021 Primrose 
International Viola Competition.  

Mental health services prioritized in schools 
In an effort to expand mental 

health and wellbeing services in 
local schools, the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors 
approved a motion to explore 
expanding the Community School 
Initiative.  

The motion was made by 
Supervisor Kathryn Barger, 5th 
District, and coauthored by 
Supervisor Hilda Solis, 1st District.  

“As students return to school full 
time, the weight of the last year-
and-a-half still weighs on them 
mentally and emotionally,” Barger 
said. “This is a critical time to 
expand onsite mental health ser-
vices to ensure youth can thrive 
both in the classroom and in daily 
life.”  

Currently, the program is imple-
mented at 15 school sites, plus an 
additional 10 regional teams com-
prised of 45 total members who are 
deployed countywide. The motion 
seeks to sustain the initiative and 
identify communities and school 
districts with a high need for mental 

health services where the county 
can expand the program.   

“The Community Schools 
Initiative has proven effective, and, 
with the detrimental impacts on stu-
dent mental health brought by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it is even 
more important to continue and 
expand it to school campuses 
across Los Angeles County,” Solis 
said. “This initiative brings a range 
of county resources, including men-
tal health and social services, 
directly into our schools – provid-
ing a hub to address the many 
inequities our youth should not 
have to face. It’s due time to com-
mit to and expand the CSI model 
further, and this motion does just 
that.”  

Initially passed in January 2019, 
the initiative fostered collaboration 
between the Los Angeles County 
Department of Mental Health and 
Los Angeles County Office of 
Education to provide access to 
mental health services. The initia-
tive was then expanded in April 

2019 to implement prevention-
focused mental health services.  

“Expansion of the LACOE 
Community Schools Initiative 
highlights our deep commitment to 
our students and a strong statement 
to our youth, their families and edu-
cators that their mental health and 
wellbeing are a top priority in L.A. 
County,” said Dr. Jonathan Sherin, 
director of the Department of 
Mental Health. “The Department of 
Mental Health has long-standing 
partnerships with numerous school 
districts which have been accelerat-
ed in recent years, and most robust-
ly since the pandemic hit. We must 
build out schools as trusted com-
munity platforms that facilitate 
access to resources supporting 
mental health and wellbeing. Our 
commitment to school districts 
across the county is unwavering.”  

Supervisor Holly Mitchell, 2nd 
District, added an amendment to 
the motion that includes the Los 
Angeles Unified School District in 
the expansion of the program. 

An organization that helps indi-
viduals thrive by lowering the barri-
ers to access and practice mental, 
physical and spiritual wellness with 
intention, inclusion and purpose – 
spaceMVMNT SOUL – showcased 
its curriculum to Beverly Hills High 
School students on Sept. 1 for sui-
cide awareness week.   

The group connects the power of 
creativity, arts and music with the 
power of self in order to make mental 
health more approachable and acces-
sible to students. It spotlights students’ 
confidence and creativity, allowing 
them to express their authentic self 

and stand in their power.  
“We are excited to create a 

resource for students to be able to 
talk about and engage with their 
mental health in a casual yet proac-
tive way. We want students to know 
that not only are they not alone, but 
there is also power in their expres-
sion which is what we are aiming to 
facilitate for them,” Derek Jameson 
and Sheel Bhuta, the leaders of 
spaceMVMNT SOUL.  

Singer, song writer and 
spaceMVMNT ambassador Jessica 
Hoover shared her unique and pow-
erful mental health journey with 

students while also guiding them to 
create their own masterpiece.  

“We are all so grateful and hon-
ored to have the opportunity to offer 
the Space Movement Soul program 
to Beverly Hills High School stu-
dents and to kick of our Suicide 
Prevention Month by showing stu-
dents how connecting with creativity, 
arts and looking within can help 
improve mental health,” BHHS well-
ness counselor Alison Norman said.  

Founder Brit Bronson is a 
Beverly Hills High School alum.    

“Now more than ever, our stu-
dents need an engaging program 
that is interactive and inspiring to 
want to better help their overall 
mental wellness,” she said.  

BHHS hosts spaceMVMNT 

https://www.theagencyre.com
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Put the pedal to the metal 

Antique auto collector Bob Drollinger showed off his 1926 Buick 
Roadster in this photograph in the Sept. 20, 1979, issue of the Park 
Labrea News. Drollinger, a resident of Curson Towers in Park La Brea, 
was regional director of the Classic Car Club of Southern California 
and owned nearly a dozen Studebakers, Buicks and Packards, as well 
as a 1939 Delahaye. Vintage car fans can see nearly 50 classic automo-
biles on Saturday, Sept. 25, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. when the Gilmore 
Heritage Auto Show returns to the Original Farmers Market, corner of 
Third and Fairfax. Attendance is free. For information, visit farmers-
marketla.com/events/gilmore-heritage-auto-show. 

‘Brooklyn Nine-Nine’ signs off after 8 incredible seasons
During the pandemic, comfort 

viewing helped plenty of folks sur-
vive, and those Emmy voters 
noticed, rewarding escapist joy 
rather than the usual suspects. One 
former Emmy winner didn’t partic-
ipate in Sunday’s festivities, instead 
settling for a finale exuding nostal-
gic delights, charming humor and 
one last heist.  

When Fox canceled “Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine” after five years, NBC 
picked it up the next day, following 
a major digital uprising. But the 
final three seasons got shorter and 
shorter until the inevitable. Across 
10 episodes, season eight at least 
provided the whole gang proper 
sendoffs, never forgetting the 
laughs along the way.  

That’s a particularly important 
point considering how frequently 
promising sitcoms favor sentimen-
tality sans humor to close things out 
(i.e., “How I Met Your Mother”). 
“Nine-Nine’s” greatest strength is 
that consistency. Since 2013, this 
show served up pure joy, a kind of 
optimism amidst office shenani-
gans unlike other series.  

The premise is relatively simple: 

the 99th Precinct undergoes an 
overhaul when Captain Raymond 
Holt (Andre Braugher), as sophisti-
cated as he is monotone, replaces a 
passive former boss. Holt has 
dreamed of this position for years, 
continually overlooked as both a 
gay and Black officer in the 
NYPD, regardless of his role in 
various high-profile cases over the 
decades.  

Of course every immovable 
object requires an unstoppable 
force. Cue Detective Jake Peralta 
(Andy Samberg), as immature as he 
is competent as an officer. The 
series might’ve been green lit 
because of Samberg’s involvement 
post-“SNL,” but the cast all deserve 
just as much, if not more, attention. 
Detective supervisor Terry Jeffords 
(Terry Crews) might appear intimi-
dating, but he fears his twin daugh-
ters Cagney and Lacey and doesn’t 
respond well when anyone touches 
his yogurt.  

Detective Rosa Diaz (Stephanie 
Beatriz) can match Holt in emo-
tionless poker, but her sincerity 
seeps through over the years, espe-
cially through her affinity for a 

good prank. Detective Charles 
Boyle (Joe Lo Truglio) is the oppo-
site of Diaz, wearing every emotion 
for all to see, constantly spewing 
innuendos without thought for 
crass phrasing.  

And Detective Amy Santiago 
(Melissa Fumero) loves organizing 
far too much – to laughable levels, 
of course – for the average Joe, but 
not Holt, who considers this behav-
ior the norm. The series particularly 
shines on this point. Holt’s arrival 
brings out the most hilarious 
aspects of everyone in the precinct, 
himself included.   

Various in-office adventures 
bring them all together, from major 
cases to yearly heist challenges. A 
host of virtual clips feature some of 
the most memorable moments, 
including Peralta telling a criminal 
lineup to sing the Backstreet Boys’ 
“Tell Me Why.”  

It’s hard to nail down one rea-
son “Nine-Nine” belongs in the 
comedy canon. In fact, the first 
few episodes might not entice 
some viewers to keep going. But 

as the series builds on each char-
acter’s quirks and delves into 
more silly terrain, the outcome is 
marvelous.  

Background characters like vet-
eran officers Hitchcock (Dirk 
Blocker) and Scully (Joel 
McKinnon Miller) are gross and 
wonderful simultaneously, while 
Holt’s assistant Gina Linetti 
(Chelsea Peretti), from season one 
to six, brings heart to all those 
hopeful influencers out there.  

Regardless of the personality 
type – vain, uptight, juvenile, dis-
tant – the whole team earns their 
due. That’s thanks to the combined 
efforts of creators Dan Goor (“Late 
Night with Conan O’Brien,” “The 
Daily Show”) and Michael Schur 
(“The Office,” “The Good Place”), 
who both worked on “Parks and 
Recreation.”  

This might be one of the most 
positive shows on television, 
employing situational humor that 
doesn’t mock and demean anyone 
in the process, a rare feat lately in 
the comedy game. Characters 
empathize with each other, respect-
ing their divergences, though they 
certainly exploit what they know 
about each other to get a good rise, 
which only proves how close they 

all are.  
Now, prior to the last season, 

however, the country erupted in 
protests that prompted some revi-
sions across the last 10 episodes, 
including one officer quitting, no 
longer able to justify staying amidst 
systemic wrongs.  

Certainly “Nine-Nine” is guilty 
of the same kind of optimism 
found in shows like “The West 
Wing” and “Parks and Rec,” the 
kind that promotes the need for 
both sides to work together in good 
face. It’s a nice thought that doesn’t 
account for those who are clearly at 
fault.  

Perhaps, to wax pseudo philo-
sophical, “Nine-Nine” can be con-
sidered a platonic pure form, an 
ideal worth striving for. To view it 
this way, however, doesn’t mean it 
can’t be deemed as naive, perhaps 
dangerously so.  

Or it’s merely optimistic 
escapism. Like most fiction, it must 
be watched in tension with reality 
and fantasy. Scrutinized for the 
trappings of its premise, attempting 
to address some social issues but 
falling short, but still enjoyed for 
what it offers: incredible characters, 
gut-busting sequences and severe 
excess of heart. 

photo courtesy of NBC Universal  

Captain Raymond Holt (Andre Braugher) stands out as the leader of the 
99th Precinct in “Brooklyn Nine-Nine.” 

photo courtesy of NBC Universal  

Detectives Terry Jeffords (Terry Crews), left, Rosa Diaz (Stephanie 
Beatriz) and Jake Peralta (Andy Samberg) keep the laughs coming on 
“Brooklyn Nine-Nine.” 

 
 

“Nine-Nine’s” 
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Since 2013, this 
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https://www.immaculateheart.org
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Petersen Museum shines spotlight on 007’s vehicles 
The Petersen Automotive 

Museum presents a new exhibit 
celebrating the 60th anniversary of 
the James Bond film franchise 
through a highly diverse selection 
of iconic screen-used vehicles.  

Opening on Sept. 25, in the 
Mullin Grand Salon gallery, 
“Bond in Motion” will be the 
largest official Bond vehicle dis-
play to date in the United States 
and will feature more than 30 cars, 
motorcycles, boats, submarines, 
helicopters and scale filming mod-
els of aircraft from classic and 
contemporary Bond films.  

Highlighted automobiles 
include the 1977 Lotus Esprit S1 
Submarine from “The Spy Who 
Loved Me” (1977), a 1985 Aston 
Martin V8 from “The Living 
Daylights” (1987), a 1999 BMW 
Z8 from “The World Is Not 
Enough” (1999) and the 2019 
Aston Martin DB10 from 
“Spectre” (2015).  

“James Bond is an international 
pop culture icon and the vehicles 
he drives are an integral part of his 
character,” Petersen Automotive 
Museum Executive Director Terry 
L. Karges said. “The Petersen is 
excited to showcase so many of 

the series’ most well-known vehi-
cles. We are sure that there will be 
something to satisfy every genera-
tion of Bond fan.”  

“Bond in Motion” was created 
as a collaboration between EON 
Productions and the Ian Fleming 
Foundation, with support from 
Metro Goldwyn Mayer, to explore 
how the vehicles featured in the 
Bond movies contributed to each 
film’s popularity and legacy. 
Transportation of eight automo-
biles from the United Kingdom 

was donated and managed by 
DHL, which oversaw logistics for 
the last five Bond films and is the 
official partner of “No Time To 
Die” (2021).  

The exhibit will run through 
Oct. 30, 2022. It will also provide 
a space for screenings, panel dis-
cussions and lectures related to the 
Bond franchise.  

The Petersen Automotive 
Museum is located at 6060 
Wilshire Blvd. For information, 
visit petersen.org/bond. 

photo courtesy of Kahn Media  

The 2019 Aston Martin DB10 from “Spectre” is included in the new 
exhibit of Bond vehicles at the Petersen Automotive Museum. 

photo courtesy of LACO  

The Lost Angeles Chamber Orchestra will perform five orchestral, six 
chamber and two new music shows in its new season.  

Los Angeles Chamber 
Orchestra’s 2021-22 Season cele-
brates the orchestra’s full return to 
the concert hall since it shuttered 
live performances more than 18 
months ago.   

In its new season, LACO pre-
sents a total of 13 programs – five 
orchestral, six chamber and two 
new music – showcasing a dynamic 
mix of LACO-commissioned 
world premieres by 2019 Pulitzer 
Prize winner Ellen Reid and 
Samuel Adams, as well as corner-
stones of classical music, and sig-
nificant works by composers both 
iconic and lesser known.   

The season, which runs from 
Nov. 13 to May 15, 2022, is book-
ended by two Beethoven master-
works – “Symphony No. 3 in E-flat 
major,” “Eroica,” and “Symphony 
No. 5 in C-major.”  

The orchestra also will host the 
West Coast debut of violinist 
Nemanja Radulović, conductor 
Roderick Cox and violinist Randall 
Goosby.  

The season opens on Nov. 13 
with pianist Jeffrey Kahane on 
Mozart’s “Piano Concerto No. 22 
in E-flat major.” Figuring promi-
nently in the season’s repertoire are 
an assortment of other concertos by 
Mozart, Vivaldi, Pergolesi, 
Telemann, Corelli, Mendelssohn, 
Brahms, Dvořák and Geminiani.   

“Nothing equals the thrill of a 
live concert experience, and LACO 
brings renewed energy to the stage 
as we open a new chapter,” Music 
Director Jaime Martín said. “What 

a joy for all of us at LACO to be 
able to, once again, connect with 
audiences through in-person perfor-
mances inside some of Southern 
California’s most exceptional con-
cert halls.   

“My vision for the new season as 
we emerge from these challenging 
times is to spotlight LACO itself. I’ve 
selected programming that spans the 
Baroque era to new music created by 
some of today’s most exceptional 
composers to showcase the orchestra’s 
versatility and technical ability. I’m 
also delighted to welcome to the front 
of the stage as featured soloists a num-
ber of LACO artists, who will astound 
and delight with their shinning virtuos-
ity throughout the season.”   

LACO will perform in seven dif-
ferent venues during the season 
including Royce Hall, The Broad 
Stage, Ambassador Auditorium, 
The Huntington’s Rothenberg Hall, 
Alex Theater, Zipper Hall and 
Segerstrom Concert Hall.   

“That we are able to conceive 
and produce a season of this magni-
tude and scope is a testament to 
LACO’s dedicated and generous 
supporters,” Executive Director 
Ben Cadwallader said. “Returning 
to a full season of live perfor-
mances is an incredibly significant 
endeavor requiring tremendous 
financial resources. LACO simply 
would not be where it is today with-
out our loyal donors, sponsors and 
community partners whose gen-
erosity and creativity inspire us to 
continue to innovate and evolve.”  

For information, visit laco.org.  

LACO announces new season

Dedication of alley honors silent film movie stars 
Hollywood Heritage will dedi-

cate and unveil a plaque and sig-
nage in the alley at Cahuenga 
Boulevard and Cosmos Street in 
Hollywood to honor the legacy of 
three silent film era icons.   

The alley will be named 
“Chaplin-Keaton-Lloyd Alley” in 
honor of Charlie Chaplin, Buster 
Keaton and Harold Lloyd. 

Chaplin’s “The Kid,” Keaton’s 
“Cops,” and Lloyd’s “Safety Last!” 
were filmed in the heart of 
Hollywood at a nameless pedestri-
an alley just south of Hollywood 
Boulevard.   

For convenience, and with limited 
other choices, early filmmakers 
often staged scenes near the cross-
roads of Hollywood and Cahuenga. 
Once the small town’s economic 
center, the area would become the 
busiest early filming site in all of 
Hollywood.  

The alley has since been identi-
fied in two dozen early films, 
including works by Lois Weber, 
Grace Cunnard, Cleo Madison and 
Gale Henry. Actors such as Douglas 
Fairbanks, Olivery Hardy, Colleen 

Moore and Harry Houdini filmed 
scenes in the alley.   

In recognition of the silent film 
trio’s legacy on film and 
Hollywood, the alley will be dedi-
cated at 2 p.m., Sept. 29. It will be 
the key event as part of the city’s 
National Silent Movie Day celebra-
tion, which is held annually to 
advocate for silent film presentation 
and preservation.   

As part of the celebration, a spe-
cial presentation will screen in the 

windows of the Dash building at 
6363 Hollywood Blvd. in the 
evening.   

The public is invited to view the 
installation and to use a QR code to 
download a short tour of filming 
locations around the alley.   

In addition to the dedication, 
Hollywood Heritage will stream its 
original documentary “The Kid 100 
Years Later” from Sept. 29 to Oct. 
6. Tickets are available at holly-
woodheritage.org.   

photo courtesy of Hollywood Heritage  

Charlie Chaplin filmed a portion of his 1921 film “The Kid” in the alley at 
Cahuenga Boulevard and Cosmos Street.  

LA Confidential raises toast to Emmy noms 
Los Angeles Confidential 

kicked off Emmy’s weekend on 
Sept. 17 with a party honoring 
some of the award show nominees.   

Held on the Jean-Georges patio 
at the Waldorf Astoria in Beverly 
Hills, the magazine’s party cele-
brated this year’s Emmy nominees.   

Attendees walked a red carpet 
before toasting to Los Angeles 
Confidential’s September cover 
star Julianne Nicholson. On Sept. 
19, Nicholson was awarded an 
Emmy for Supporting Actress in 
a Limited or Anthology Series 
for her role in “Mare of 
Easttown.”   

Each year, the International 
Academy of Television Arts & 
Sciences presents 
Emmy Awards in 16 cate-
gories over three ceremonies. 
Voting is done by peer judging 
panels.   

Attending television nominees 
included Bobby Perk, “Queer 
Eye”; O-T Fagbenle, “The 
Handmaid’s Tale”; Giancarlo 
Esposito, “The Mandalorian”; 
Kevin Alejandro, “Lucifer”; Laz 
Alonso, “The Boys”; Karen 
Fukuhara, “The Boys”; Miles 
Brown, “Black-ish”; and Jeff 
Meacham, “Black-ish.”   

photo courtesy of Vivien Killilea Best, Getty Images  

Actress Julianne Nicholson was Los Angeles Confidential’s September 
cover star and a featured guest of the magazine’s Emmy party.  

‘Coco’ comes to life at El Capitan
El Capitan Theatre will present 

Disney/Pixar’s “Coco” from Sept. 
24-27.   

Before each showing, guests can 
enjoy “The Fiesta of Lights,” a 
lighting program that features 
music from the film.   

“Coco” follows 12-year-old 
Miguel, who despite his family's 
baffling generations-old ban on 
music, dreams of becoming an 
accomplished musician like his 
idol, Ernesto de la Cruz.  

Desperate to prove his talent, 
Miguel finds himself in the stunning 
and colorful Land of the Dead fol-
lowing a mysterious chain of 
events. 

Along the way, he meets charm-
ing trickster Hector, and together, 
they set off on an extraordinary jour-
ney to unlock the real story behind 
Miguel's family history.  

After discovering a shocking 
truth, Miguel must  return to the land 

of the living so he can reverse his 
family’s music ban.   

Directed by Lee Unkrich, the 
film stars Anthony Gonzalez, Gael 
García Bernal, Benjamin Bratt, 
Alannah Ubach, Renée Victor Ana 
Ofelia Murguía and Edward James 
Olmos. The screenplay was written 
by Adrian Molina and Matthew 
Aldrich. 

The film features popular songs, 
including “Remember Me,” 
“Jalale,” “Un Poco Loco,” 
“Juanita” and “Dueto a Traves del 
Tiempo.”  

“Coco” won two Academy 
Awards for Best Animated Feature 
and Best Original Song for 
“Remember Me.”  

“Coco” is rated PG for thematic 
elements.  

Daily showtimes are 10 a.m., 1 
p.m., 4 p.m. and 7 p.m., Friday 
through Sunday. The Monday film 
will be shown at 10 a.m., though 

showtimes and dates are subject to 
change.   

The film will be shown in Dolby 
Vision Laser Projection and Dolby 
Atmos audio technology.  

Tickets are $15 for adults and 
$12 for children and seniors.   

Tickets are on sale at elcapi-
tantickets.com and at 
fandango.com/el-capitan-theatre-
aacon/theater-page.   

photo courtesy of Disney/Pixar  

“Coco” will be shown at El Capitan 
Theatre from Sept. 24-27.  
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Jacob Jonas The Company will 
present a new series called ACTI-
VATE LA in three outdoor 
venues this fall.  

The dance company, which is 
quickly gaining acclaim and 
recognition for mixing contem-
porary ballet, breakdance and 
acrobatic movement, will bring 
its energy and storytelling per-
formance style to ACTIVATE 
LA.  

The series features seven out-
door dance programs presented 
in association with the Wallis 

Annenberg Center for the 
Performance Arts at three differ-
ent venues across Los Angeles.  

The group will perform at 
Century Park from Oct. 1-2, at 
ROW DTLA from Oct. 22-24 and 
at Water Garden from Nov. 12-
13.  

ACTIVATE LA features two 
different programs of world pre-
miere works. At Century Park 
and Water Garden, the company 
will present “At Work,” with live 
music composed by Steve 
Hackman, a Los Angeles-based 

composer who has worked with 
orchestras artists as the San 
Francisco Orchestra, Kanye West 
and Doja Cat.  

At ROW DTLA, the company 
will premiere “Juxtapose,” with 
live music composed by Anibal 
Sandoval, a composer and move-
ment performer based in Los 
Angeles.  

All performances are held out-
doors and attendees are requested 
to socially distance. Guests are 
encouraged to bring a blanket or 
lawn chair to the performances 
unless they purchase a reserve 
chair ticket.  

Tickets prices for the three pro-
grams vary. For tickets and infor-
mation, visit thewallis.org/acti-
vatela or call (310)746-4000. 

Dance company brings new  
performances outdoors

Jacob Jonas The Company will present ACTIVATE LA in three outdoor 
venues, including the Santa Monica Water Garden. 

photo courtesy of The Wallis

The Los Angeles Master Chorale
will make its return to Walt Disney
Concert Hall on Sept. 25 and 26. 

The season kick-off concert will
feature works by L.A.-based com-
posers Nilo Alcala and Shawn
Kirchner, “Together at Last” from
Swan Family Artist-in-Residence
Reena Esmail and Morten
Lauridsen’s rendition of “Sure on
This Shining Night.” 

Grant Gershon, Kiki and David
Gindler Artistic Director, will join
Associate Artistic Director Jenny
Wong in leading the co-curated con-
cert that features a total of 17 works

that encompass music from the 12th
to the 21st centuries. Music will
explore themes of resilience, whole-
ness and harmony. 

The program opens with the
ancient plainchant “Veni Creator
Spiritus,” which is a summoning of
the creative spirit, and concludes
with “Together at Last,” the final
movement of Reena Esmail’s
“Quarantine Madrigals.”  

The Master Chorale’s 2021-22
season celebrates the power of voic-
es united in song with repertoire that
encompasses a wide range of com-
posers, styles, periods and points of

view, including masterworks from
Rachmaninoff, Handel and Bach. 

On Sept. 25, all teachers are invit-
ed to attend for free with proof of
school ID. Teachers are asked to call
the box office at (213)972-7282, in
advance for information on how to
receive their tickets. “Pay-what-
you-can” tickets are available at
tickets.lamasterchorale.org/invita-
tion.  

Subscriptions for the Master
Chorale’s 2021-22 season start at
$117. Subscriptions and single tick-
ets are available online at lamaster-
chorale.org/subscribe.  

Master Chorale opens new season 

The Lost Angeles Master Chorale will open its new season with a  
performance on Sept. 25. 

photo courtesy of Los Angeles Master Chorale 

To commemorate the 575th 
anniversary of Hangul Day on Oct. 9, 
the Korean Cultural Center Los 
Angeles and King Sejong Institute 
Center USA are holding the 2021 
Online Korean Speech Contest. The 
deadline to submit video entries is 
Oct. 29. 

The competition will be divided 
into Introductory/basic and intermedi-
ate/advanced levels. Each video must 

be in Korean and is limited to two 
minutes for introductory/basic levels, 
and three minutes for 
intermediate/advanced levels. 

The contest is open to anyone 18 
and older who is interested in Korean 
language and culture, or who is cur-
rently learning to speak Korean, as 
well as King Sejong Institute stu-
dents. Videos should follow themes 
related to Korean language or culture. 

Participants can win prizes includ-
ing a round-trip airline ticket from 
L.A. to Incheon, as well as $25, $100, 
$250 and $500 Amazon gift certifi-
cates. Those who do not win larger 
prizes will receive special souvenirs. 

“Events such as these are important 
ways of connecting people of diverse 
backgrounds to Korea, and we hope 
both beginners and more advanced 
learners of Korean will enjoy sharing 
their experiences with Korean culture,” 
KCCLA Director Wijin Park said. 

For information, visit 
kccla.org/koreanlanguageprogram/co
ntest. 

KCCLA seeks entries for  
language contest

CMIT Solutions is launching 
a branch in Beverly Hills, and 
to celebrate, the company will 
host an exclusive event at The 
Petersen Automotive Museum 
on Wednesday, Sept. 29, from 
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.  

Guests can enjoy luxury cars 
alongside a carefully curated 
menu of hor d'oeuvres and 
cocktails. Ethical hacker Ted 

Harrington will present a few 
ways people are hacked each 
day, and a DJ will play live 
music. CMIT Solutions 
Beverly Hills partnered with 
Tesla for a competition at the 
event.  

CMIT Solutions has been 
ranked No. 1 in its category in 
Entrepreneur Magazine’s 500 
list for seven consecutive years. 

CMIT Solutions launches in 
Beverly Hills

The Korean Cultural Center Los 
Angeles and Korean-American 
Calligraphy Association will pre-
sent the association’s 30th annual 
exhibition.  

The exhibition will run from 
Sept. 24 through Oct. 1 at the 
Korean Cultural Center Art Gallery, 
located at 5505 Wilshire Blvd. 

Since its inception in 1990, many 
artists endeavored to further devel-
op the Korean-American 
Calligraphy Association. In celebra-
tion of the 30th anniversary, 48 cal-
ligraphers submitted artwork, 
including various calligraphy char-
acters and traditional Korean paint-
ings. 

“I hope the audience will be able 
to understand the spirit of Korean 
calligraphy that has been passed 
down through many generations, 
and that this will be an opportunity 
for Korean Americans to find pride 
in their roots,” KCCLA director 
Wijin Park said. “We are also thank-
ful that communities and other eth-
nic groups can come together to 
enjoy Korean culture and art.” 

An opening reception will be 
held on Sept. 24 from 6-8 p.m. 
Art will be on display from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 

Friday.  
All guests must wear face masks 

and have their temperature taken 
prior to entrance. KCCLA is also 
limiting the number of people in 
each viewing hour through an 
online reservation system.  

For information, visit kccla.org.  

KCCLA puts calligraphy  
on display

The Korean Cultural Center Los 
Angeles will display 48 works by 
the Korean-American Calligraphy 
Association. 

photo courtesy of KCCLA

https://bogiesliquor.com


 Children's Hospital Los Angeles 
has expanded its Heart Institute 
medical team, adding three cardiol-
ogists and a cardiothoracic surgeon 
to its faculty roster led by Drs. 
Vaughn Starnes and Paul Kantor.   

Drs. Darren Berman, Shuo (Sue) 
Wang, Molly Weisert and Luke 
Wiggins have all joined the insti-
tute.   

“[The four] bring a diverse array 
of expertise and passion to their 
respective areas within the Heart 
Institute, including the Cardiac 
Catheterization Laboratory, Fetal 
Cardiology Program, Heart Failure 
and Cardiac Transplant Program, 
and Cardiothoracic Surgery,” said 
Kantor, chief of the Division of 
Cardiology and co-director of the 
Heart Institute. “We could not be 
more confident that these new 
recruits will further bolster the 
Heart Institute’s capacity to deliver 
the best care possible to more pedi-

atric patients in California.”    
Berman has been named director 

of congenital interventional 
catheterization, leading CHLA’s 
Cardiac Catheterization Lab, which 
includes two suites and a host of 
advanced technologies, such as 
ultra-low radiation capabilities and 
rotational angiography with 3D 
imaging of the heart and vessels. 
He is an expert in percutaneous 
valve replacement procedures and 
an innovator in the field of pediatric 
interventional cardiology. He will 
oversee the expansion of the 
catheterization program while fos-
tering innovative research and 
championing the translation of new 
devices and techniques into patient 
care.   

Wang will join a specialized team 
of five fetal cardiology experts in 
CHLA’s growing Fetal 
Cardiology Program, led by Dr. Jay 
Pruetz. Annually, the program con-

ducts more than 800 outpatient con-
sultations and coordinates more 
than 150 high-risk deliveries with 
complex fetal heart disease. Wang 
is also a member of CHLA’s 
echocardiography lab, led by Dr. 
Pierre Wong.   

Weisert will join the Heart 
Institute as a pediatric cardiologist 
with advanced training in heart fail-
ure, ventricular assist device tech-
nology and cardiac transplantation. 
She joins a team of five specialists 
with CHLA’s Heart Failure and 
Transplant Program. Led by Dr. 
Jondavid Menteer, CHLA’s grow-
ing transplant program conducted 
its first heart-liver transplant in 
2021 and boasts 100% one-year 
and three-year post-transplant sur-
vival rates.   

Wiggins is a cardiothoracic sur-
geon with expertise in neonatal car-
diac surgery with specific research 
and clinical interest in pediatric 
valvular heart disease. He joins a 
team of seven congenital cardiac 
surgeons.  
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program for 2021-22, the city’s and 
zoo director’s unreasonable 
demands, failure to acknowledge 
the time-sensitive nature of pro-
ducing the event and an apparent 
desire to elbow GLAZA out of its 
leadership role have now led to the 
event’s cancellation,” he wrote.  

GLAZA’s role in supporting the 
zoo moving forward is now 
unclear. In the letter, Jacobson said 
he hoped for “a more healthy, 
mutually respectful negotiating 
process” as the relationship 
between the city and GLAZA is 
discussed “in the coming months.” 
In an August interview, Jacobson 
said GLAZA was in the midst of 
planning fall events despite the 
cancellation of Zoo Lights.  

GLAZA representatives 
declined an additional interview on 
Sept. 20.  

Zoo representatives declined an 
interview but offered a statement:   

“The L.A. Zoo is excited to be 
able to successfully deliver our 
2021-22 L.A. Zoo Lights program 
to the Los Angeles community, 
and we will do so with GLAZA’s 
support. More details about the 
event will be forthcoming when 
they are available.”  

Multiple attempts to reach 
Raman for comment have been 
unsuccessful since Aug. 23. The 
motion, however, stated that this 
year’s Zoo Lights and its revenue 
were not included in the zoo’s 
budget for 2021-22 due to the 
pandemic.   

“In recent weeks, the zoo has 
found that it is feasible to produce 
this event this year, and is enter-
ing into contracts with qualified 
vendors to facilitate the produc-
tion of the L.A. Zoo Lights event 
for 2021-22,” the motion states.  

In his letter, Jacobson wrote 
that the cancellation of Zoo 
Lights would lead to the loss of 
$1.8 million in zoo revenues, as 
well as another year of a relative-
ly new holiday tradition for 
Angelenos. The motion listed the 

potential event revenue at $2.3 
million.  

The appropriation will come 
from the Zoo Enterprise Trust 
Fund, and most of it will be spent 
on contractual services, according 
to the motion.   

Zoo Lights has been produced 
by GLAZA every year since 
2014, though it was canceled last 
year due to the pandemic. As its 
name implies, the event involves 
the illumination of several areas 
of the zoo with lights, projections 
and displays that celebrate the 
winter holidays.   

The dispute over the event 
dates back to mid-April, when 
GLAZA asked to deduct the mar-
keting costs for 2021-22 from the 
gross Zoo Lights revenue, accord-
ing to Jacobson’s letter. The city 
denied the request in May, and 
GLAZA absorbed the costs, the 
letter states.  

Then, the zoo director, Verret, 
informed GLAZA representatives 
that the nonprofit would need per-
mission from the city for staffing 
overtime associated with Zoo 
Lights, a first since its inception, 
Jacobson said. The organization 
would also need a specific legal 
agreement from the city attor-
ney’s office for this year’s event – 
another first, he said.   

Zoo officials and GLAZA rep-
resentatives disagreed on ele-
ments of the draft agreement. It 
called for GLAZA to give Verret 
oversight, despite her having “lit-
tle to no experience in managing 
such events,” Jacobson wrote. 
The nonprofit learned on Aug. 10 
that the city would not be willing 
to make any additional changes it 
had requested, a “take it or leave 
it” offer, Jacobson said.  

“By this late date – a date 
GLAZA extended but the city still 
ignored – the financial and repu-
tational risk to GLAZA, if we 
were to commit to the design and 
installation of the Zoo Lights, 
became untenable,” he wrote.  

“Call it a zeppelin or a flying ves-
sel, that’s better,” Piano said. “Or a 
soap bubble. It will never blow up. 
It’s very well done.”  

Hanks invited the public to join 
him and Oscar-winning actor Laura 
Dern for “A Night in the Academy 
Museum,” a program that will be 
shown at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 
12, on ABC. He added that the new 
Academy Museum will play an 
important role in showcasing the 
history of movies and filmmaking.  

“To paraphrase the words of Han 
Solo when he approached the Death 
Star, ‘I have a good feeling about 
this,’” Hanks said. “Movies contin-
ue to be the magical art that speak 
to everybody. They deserve to be 
honored and explored and enjoyed 
in a new museum.”  

Hanks also said it could take 
“three-and-a-half days” to see the 
entire museum, and one of the 
museum’s exhibits was particularly 
poignant.  

“There’s one particular gallery I 
saw that spoke to me about every-
thing this museum stands for. It is 
filled with old magic lanterns. 
Hundreds of years ago, before there 
was electricity, candles projected a 
lifelike image onto a white wall in a 
room. And on that wall were scenes 
of the world in color, of pagodas and 
tigers and lions and volcanoes, and 
not just volcanoes from the past, but 
volcanoes that exploded before your 
very eyes. That was the projected 
image that told a story in that dark 
room and made people like all of us 
want to go inside that dark room and 
be transported to another place. I 
think every single one of us can 
remember a movie that moved us 
and also the theater that we saw it in. 
They provide the same kind of 
magic that they provided people in 
the 1700s when they went in to take 
in the magic of that magic lamp. 
And that’s what this building looks 
like to me as I drive by and take in 
the cityscape of Los Angeles.”  

The Academy Museum will offi-
cially open with a dedication cere-
mony for invited guests at 9 a.m. on 
Sept. 30. Following a Tongva 
Native American land acknowledg-
ment, the program will include 
remarks by Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences CEO 
Dawn Hudson and President David 
Rubin, among many other public 
officials and dignitaries.  

Visitors at the new museum can 
view its core exhibit, “Stories of 
Cinema,” which offers perspectives 

on the disciplines and impact of 
moviemaking throughout the years. 
The museum’s initial temporary 
exhibition focuses on Japanese film-
maker Hayao Miyazaki, providing 
the first museum retrospective in 
North America of his work with 
Studio Ghibli.  

Additional exhibits include “The 
Path to Cinema: Highlights from the 
Richard Balzer Collection,” with 
optical toys and devices used in 
films, and “Backdrop: An Invisible 
Art,” which includes the painting of 
Mount Rushmore used in Alfred 
Hitchcock’s film “North by 
Northwest.” The “Oscars 
Experience,” an immersive simula-
tion in which guests virtually take 
the stage and receive an Oscar stat-
uette, is sure to be a crowd pleaser, 
museum officials said.  

Other highlights include displays 
of movie memorabilia, such as 
Dorothy’s ruby slippers from “The 
Wizard of Oz,” models of the other-
worldly characters from the “Star 
Wars” franchise, and a 25-foot long 
fiberglass model of Bruce the shark 
from the movie “Jaws.”  

The Academy Museum will also 
host numerous screenings and spe-
cial programs in the 1,000-seat 
David Geffen Theater and the 288-
seat Ted Mann Theater, including 
opening screenings of “The Wizard 
of Oz” at 2 and 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 30 
in the Geffen Theater with live musi-
cal accompaniment by the American 
Youth Symphony and Oscar nomi-
nee David Newman.  

Academy of Motion Pictures Arts 

and Sciences leaders stressed that 
the new museum is inclusive to 
everyone and will feature exhibits 
and programs showcasing the diver-
sity of the industry.  

“We eagerly await engaging visi-
tors in accessible, multifaceted con-
versations about the history of film-
making and the impact that cinema 
has on our lives,” said Jacqueline 
Stewart, chief artistic and program-
ming officer of the Academy 
Museum. “We look forward to wel-
coming people to the museum, our 
galleries, theaters and educational 
spaces. We hope visitors will learn 
more about films they know and 
love, make new cinematic discover-
ies, and feel inspired to share their 
own stories.”  

Kramer invited everyone to share 
in the experience of movie magic 
and said he is proud of how the icon-
ic Academy Museum will bring peo-
ple together through filmmaking.  

“We are living in changing and 
ever-evolving times, and now more 
than ever we need to come together 
to share our stories, learn from one 
another and bond over being enter-
tained and delighted. This is what 
movies do, and we are thrilled to be 
opening such a dynamic, diverse and 
welcoming institution devoted to 
this beloved artform,” Kramer said.  

Hanks offered a special invitation 
to visit the museum, and added that 
visitors will see that it was worth the 
wait.  

“Finally at last, boy, howdy, hey, 
welcome to the Academy Museum,” 
Hanks added. 

Museum officials offer sneak peek  
From page 1

GLAZA future now uncertain 
From page 1

photo by Edwin Folven 

The Academy Museum of Motion Pictures will open on Sept. 30 after 
years of anticipation. 

CHLA Heart Institute adds physicians

Newsom signs housing legislation 
Gov. Gavin Newsom on Sept. 16 

signed legislation to expand housing 
production in California, streamline 
housing permitting and increase 
density to create more inclusive and 
vibrant neighborhoods across the 
state.    

California officials announced the 
new California Housing Accelerator 
– a $1.75 billion component of 
Newsom’s California Comeback 
Plan to expedite construction of an 
estimated 6,500 shovel-ready afford-
able multi-family units in projects 
stalled due to constraints on the sup-
ply of tax-exempt bonds and low-
income housing tax credits.   

The California Comeback Plan 
invests $22 billion in housing and 
homelessness, which could lead to 
the creation of more than 84,000 
new, affordable homes for 
Californians.  

The governor also signed Senate 
Bill 9, the California Housing 
Opportunity and More Efficiency 
Act, which the White House this 
month commended to increase hous-
ing supply. The HOME Act facili-
tates the process for homeowners to 
build a duplex or split their current 
residential lot, expanding housing 
options for people of all incomes 
that will create more opportunities 
for homeowners to add units on their 
existing properties. It includes provi-
sions to prevent the displacement of 

existing renters and protect historic 
districts, fire-prone areas and envi-
ronmental quality.  

SB 10 by Sen. Scott Wiener (D-
San Francisco) creates a voluntary 
process for local governments to 
access a streamlined zoning process 
for new multi-unit housing near 
transit or in urban infill areas, with 
up to 10 units per parcel. The legis-
lation simplifies the CEQA require-
ments for upzoning, giving local 
leaders another tool to voluntarily 
increase density and provide afford-
able rental opportunities to more 
Californians.  

Additionally, Newsom signed SB 
8, which extends the provisions of 
the Housing Crisis Act of 2019 
through 2030. The Housing Crisis 
Act of 2019, which was scheduled 
to expire in 2025, accelerates the 
approval process for housing pro-
jects, curtails local governments’ 
ability to downzone and limits fee 
increases on housing applications, 
among other provisions.  

Assembly Bill 1174, by 
Assemblyman Tim Grayson (D-
Concord), is an urgency measure 
that makes changes to the existing 
streamlined, ministerial approval 
process for housing development in 
jurisdictions that have not yet made 
enough progress towards their allo-
cation of their regional housing 
needs. 
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tion, our construction program is 
humming, we have expanded 
pathways and opportunities for 
students in addition to support 
through reconfiguration. I am no 
longer willing to sacrifice my per-
sonal peace, my family or my 
time to oppose the current malign 
efforts. This manufactured issue 
has become an untenable distrac-
tion at a time when all of our 
efforts should be focused on ser-
vicing our students and recover-
ing from the ongoing pandemic. 
Therefore, I am stepping down 
from my position as board mem-
ber effective immediately.”  

At the beginning of the month, 
a complaint was sent anonymous-
ly to several governmental agen-
cies and media outlets, accusing 
Walker-Shuman of serving on the 
board while living out of state.   

The board vice president 
denied the allegations in inter-
views and during board meetings, 
and she produced copies of her 
driver’s license and mail-in bal-
lot. Walker-Shuman was adamant 
that the complaint would fail, 
even after the board voted to hire 
independent counsel to investi-
gate the matter.  

On Sept. 15, a representative 
of the Los Angeles County 
District Attorney’s Office said its 
Public Integrity Division closed 
the investigation into the com-
plaint and said that the division 
would take no further action.  

Walker-Shuman posted online 
that the Los Angeles County 
Office of Education had closed 
its investigation of the complaint 
as well. However, attempts to 
reach the office for confirmation 
were unsuccessful.   

In a statement, BHUSD 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. 

Michael Bregy thanked Walker-
Shuman for her service on the 
board.   

“We are grateful to Mrs. 
Walker-Shuman for the years she 
has tirelessly dedicated to 
BHUSD,” he said. “Before her 
time on the board of education, 
she was instrumental in the 
reconfiguration of BHUSD in her 
capacity on the Future Focused 
Schools Team. Mrs. Walker-
Shuman has volunteered as a par-
ent, community member and 
finally a board member. Whether 
in the board room, construction 
site or sidewalk assisting stu-
dents with safe drop-off, the 
impact Mrs. Walker-Shuman has 
had on BHUSD will always be 
remembered. We thank Mrs. 
Walker-Shuman for her service 
and wish her well. In the coming 
days and weeks, we will continue 
to communicate with the com-
munity about the next steps 
regarding the vacant position on 
the board of education.”  

Earlier in the day on Sept. 22, 
a BHUSD official contacted the 
Beverly Press and said a copy of 
the Sept. 9 edition of the newspa-
per, which had been tampered 
with, had been sent to the indi-
vidual using a Beverly Press 
envelope.   

Next to the front page story 
about the complaint, someone 
wrote in all caps, “Westside 
story. I feel pretty! Oh so pretty – 
I feel pretty and and [grammati-
cal error included] witty and 
arrogant! And I’m winning! 
(Bitch!)”  

It was unclear who wrote the 
comment or mailed the envelope. 
No further information on that 
incident was available before 
press time.  

and the council have had over the 
past few months. The chamber has 
opposed several moves by the city, 
including a hotel ordinance that 
gives hotel workers extra protec-
tions and a city-wide increase in the 
minimum wage, which chamber 
president and CEO Genevieve 
Morrill said could hurt businesses 
still recovering from the 
pandemic.   

Councilman John D’Amico said 
that though they may not always 
agree, the chamber provides valu-
able services to the city.   

“I have deep, fundamental dis-
agreements with the chamber, but 
one thing I do know is that they 
know our businesses,” he said. “… 
I don’t disagree with all the things 
you’re pursuing, but I want to make 
sure that as we’re pursuing them, 
we’re not cutting off our nose to 
spite our face.”  

Mayor Lauren Meister agreed, 
stating the city holds contracts with 
other nonprofits that endorse candi-
dates and work with political action 
committees, such as the Clinic for 
Economic Survival and Stonewall 
Democratic Club. She said that if 
the measure’s true intent was trans-
parency, the council should look at 
all of its contracts in which similar 
situations arise.   

“I do think it actually appears to 
be targeting the chamber, because 
this is not an issue that’s being dis-
cussed in general about all of our 
contracts,” Meister said. “I think 
that right now we should be 
focused on getting our businesses 
back to some form of normalcy. It 
doesn’t help to be attacking the 
chamber at this time.”   

Both Shyne and Erickson said 
the measure was not intended as an 
attack on the chamber. Rather than 
receiving funds from the city, they 
suggested the chamber only be 
funded by its members and spon-
sors, so there would be no question 
as to whether city money was being 
used to fund opposition to city 
efforts.  

Shyne said the removal of funds 
would not cripple the chamber and 
the measure would not close the 
door to future partnerships.   

“This does not mean that we 
would not reach out to the chamber 
or work with them,” Shyne said. “It 
just means that we will not be fund-
ing the chamber of commerce with 
the city of West Hollywood 
funds.”   

However, Morrill said the pro-
posed measure creates misconcep-
tions on how the chamber manages 
its funds. She said funds from the 
city are earmarked for city-
approved projects and are only used 
for those services.   

Additionally, she said the cham-
ber’s sponsored PAC has since its 
creation in 2004 had separate finan-
cial accounts, advisory boards and 
bylaws. The city’s attempt to take 
funding and chamber services 
away, she said, was offensive.   

“Putting out this type of propa-
ganda is damaging and not helpful 
to repairing any relationships or 
finding ways to collaborate,” 
Morrill said. “It’s concerning that 
the council wants the chamber to 
agree lockstep with their policies 
and decisions, even if it’s bad for 
business, or face consequences and 
retaliation such as this.”  

Morrill said the chamber’s mis-
sion is to create a thriving commu-
nity by promoting business and 
advocating businesses’ interest to 
government leaders. Chamber 
funds from members and sponsors, 
she said, are used to advocate those 
interests.  

The council ultimately agreed to 
table the item until June 2022, 
when it will be part of a budget dis-
cussion. In the meantime, the coun-
cil directed city staff to perform an 
audit and compile a report on the 
feasibility of city staff or other non-
profits taking over services provid-
ed by the chamber.  

Aside from the chamber initia-
tive, the council addressed the 
city’s revolving door ordinance, 
which currently prohibits certain 
city employees and officials from 
lobbying the West Hollywood gov-
ernment for one year after their last 
day of employment. The amend-
ment would change the wait period 
to four years.   

The new rule, Shyne said, would 
help avoid a scenario in which a 
former city official turned lobbyist 
would place improper pressure on 
their former colleagues.   

“We’re such a small city,” Shyne 
said. “We’ve had not only council 
members but staff that have worked 
here for so long, who are privy to a 
lot of insider information, who 
developed a lot of relationships, 
and one year doesn’t seem like 
enough time to be away from poli-
tics before stepping right back in 
and lobbying people you have 
served with.”   

The recommendation was 
approved unanimously.

BHUSD to replace board VP 
From page 1

Chamber CEO calls motion offensive 
From page 1

Cedars-Sinai using ‘molecular twins’ in cancer treatment
Cedars-Sinai Cancer and Tempus, 

an artificial intelligence company, 
are harnessing the power of big data 
and AI to design personalized treat-
ment options by creating virtual 
replicas of cancer patients’ DNA, 
RNA, protein and other information 
to help identify the most 
effective approach to each individ-
ual's disease.  

By creating “molecular twins,” 
scientists can genetically 
classify cancer genes and proteins 
of particular tumors obtained from 
thousands of Cedars-Sinai cancer 
patients to build a database that will 
be mined by investigators, including 
those outside Cedars-Sinai. The ini-
tiative will also advance cancer care 
and research in underserved popula-
tions and enable investigators to 
analyze how ethnic and racial dis-
parities affect tumor biology and 
treatment among diverse popula-
tions.  

The database will integrate and 
store “de-identified” clinical and 
molecular patient information to 
ensure that patients and their physi-
cians have access to individualized 
cancer care strategies, risk assess-
ments, treatments and novel clinical 
trials. The patient information – 
stripped of personal details – will be 
available to researchers to offer 
insight into why some patients are 
resistant to certain therapies and 
provide data for potential cancer 
discoveries, including new treat-
ments.  

“Molecular twins serve as scien-
tific stunt doubles that are always in 
the lab, ready to identify the best 
current therapies and, perhaps, 
reveal important details of how a 
cancer will affect the patient,” said 

Dr. Dan Theodorescu, director 
of Cedars-Sinai Cancer, who con-
ceived of and leads the initiative. 
“We hope that in the long term, the 
scientific convergence of multiple 
biologic, physical and computation-
al datasets on thousands of patients 
will enable us to develop the treat-
ments of tomorrow as we discover 
the circuitry used by cancer and 
other abnormal cells to drive the 
disease. That is the dream.”  

Cedars-Sinai is using Tempus’ 
next-generation DNA and RNA 
sequencing tests, which produce 
high-quality molecular data to iden-
tify each patient’s actionable genetic 
mutations and associated therapies 
and potential clinical trials, through-
out their cancer journey. The med-
ical center is also using Tempus’ 
tests to sequence a collection of spe-
cific patient populations as part of 
its research-based projects. 

Simultaneously, Tempus is integrat-
ing with the Cedars-Sinai electron-
ic medical records system to struc-
ture its clinical data, including clin-
ical notes, lab reports, pathology 
images and radiology scans, making 
the information easily accessible to 
both physicians and researchers.   

Under the molecular twin project, 
patients will be seen in the clinic, 
where a physician will take multiple 
biological samples from tumors, 
other tissues and blood. Those sam-
ples and other clinical data will be 
analyzed by Cedars-Sinai and 
Tempus, which will identify mark-
ers that predict the way the disease 
might respond to treatment and pro-
vide the patient and physician with 
a comprehensive molecular report.  

Based on the report, physicians 
will receive customized treatment 
information, which will 
include standard therapy options. 

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai  
Dr. Dan Theodorescu, in the medical center’s Healing Gardens, is the 
director of Cedars-Sinai Cancer.  

County moves closer to drilling ban
The Los Angeles County Board of 

Supervisors on Sept. 15 unanimous-
ly approved two motions led by 
Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell, 2nd 
District, that sets the county on the 
path to becoming the first in the 
nation to ban existing oil drilling, 
while transitioning fossil fuel work-
ers to careers in clean energy and 
other climate-friendly industries.  

Tens of thousands of county resi-
dents live in close proximity to an oil 
well, and nearly 73% of those resi-
dents are people of color, according 
to Mitchell’s office. There are 
approximately 1,600 active and idle 
oil wells in L.A. County. More than 
half of those wells are within the 
Inglewood Oil Field, making it the 
largest urban oil field in the nation.  

“We have an opportunity and 
responsibility as the home of the 
largest urban oil field in the nation to 

lead by example in creating an equi-
table path for phasing out oil 
drilling. Collectively, the motions 
that passed today center the needs of 
the communities and workers most 
impacted by oil drilling and build on 
L.A. County’s momentum in fight-
ing climate change and sunsetting 
oil and gas operations,” Mitchell 
said.  

The motion aims to update the 
Department of Regional Planning’s 
Draft Oil Well ordinance for unin-
corporated L.A. County to prohibit 
all new oil and gas extraction wells 
in all zones and would designate all 
existing oil and gas extraction activ-
ities as nonconforming uses in all 
zones. It also requests a report back 
from DRP in 120 days on the finan-
cial cost to phasing out oil opera-
tions with actionable steps the coun-
ty can take. 

Medical center achievements honored
Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles 

Medical Center has received the 
American Heart Association’s 2021 
Get With The Guidelines-Stroke 
Gold Plus Quality Achievement 
Award that recognizes exceptional 
care for stroke patients.   

To be named a recipient of the 
award, the medical center had to 
meet stringent quality achievement 
measures for the diagnosis and 
treatment of stroke patients at a set 
level for a designated period.   

The measures included evalua-
tion of the proper usage of medica-

tions and other stroke treatments 
aligned with the most up-to-date, 
evidence-based guidelines with the 
goal of speeding recovery, and 
reducing death and disability for 
stroke patients. Before discharge, 
stroke patients also needed to 
receive education on managing 
their health and get a follow-up visit 
scheduled. 

Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles 
Medical Center joined all Kaiser 
Permanente hospitals in Southern 
California and Hawaii in receiving 
the award. 
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Across  
 
1. Little devil  
4. Football group  
7. Life saving technique  
10. Music for the spirit?  
12. Historical period  
13. Stat start  
14. Cream in the middle cookie  
15. Sonic ___  
16. Alicia Keys hit  
17. Sweet sounding stream  
20. Full-blown  
21. Ancient Palestinian  
24. Antique auto  
25. Flying prefix  
27. Org. with a Most Wanted List  
28. Family head  
29. Act ineffectively  
32. Life story  
34. It comes with a charge  
35. Wire service (abbr.)  
36. Chess great  
41. “Wheel of Fortune” request  
42. Raised railroads  
43. French water  
44. Payroll processing company  
47. Cosa ___  
49. “Survivor” teams  
51. Financial condition that's too frothy  
55. Chinese woodwind  
57. Swearing-in words  
58. Relative of a gator  

59. Festive celebration  
60. Suffix with real or left  
61. Shakespearean verb  
62. Needing a doc  
63. Manhattan sch.  
64. Second commonest Korean name  
  
Down  
 
1. Weather map feature  
2. Mental outlook  
3. Colorado city  
4. Light gas  
5. Jumper  
6. Sweetie  
7. Emotional  
8. Write  
9. Seafood delicacy  
11. Gray wolf  
13. Outback hoppers  
15. “They can’t do that or it will come 
back to ___,” abbr.  
16. Emphatic denial  
18. Hog roast  
19. First name in country  
22. Health-giving juice  
23. Eliminate  
26. ___ ___ a baseball term  
27. Barrier  
29. Dylan or Marley  
30. Alamos forerunner  
31. Pronoun  
32. “Pro” follower  

33. Bird related to the waders  
36. Embargo  
37. ____ buena  
38. Dieter’s target  
39. Down the ___!  
40. Mark's successor  
44. Away from the mouth  
45. Bust  
46. The human soul  
48. Oktoberfest band horn  
50. Waist measurement  

52. Between the ribs and hips  
53. A breeze  
54. Accusatory question  
55. Animation platform (abbr.)  
56. Kubrick's computer  
 

Classified Advertising 
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
COMPUTER HARDWARE

DOG WALKER

HELP WANTED

TThehe         Disc     Disc             Doc          Doc  

Computer Problems?   
I CAN HELP! 

     • Troubleshooting   
     • Lessons 
     • Purchase Consultation  
     • Phone Support 

Joel Rothman 
323.240.5112   

TheDiskDoc@mac.com  

UPHOLSTERY WEBSITE DESIGN

  
 

SCREENS • DOORS  
HARDWARE 

SALES & INSTALLATIONS 
7769 SANTA MONICA BL. 
WEST HOLLYWOOD 

(323)248-0840 
www.tashmans.com 

Since 1961 
Family Owned & Operated 

mackeycreativelab.com 
info@mackeycreativelab.com

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER 

• Leash Manner Training 

• Socialization, Structure,  

Exercise 

• Insured, Certified 

AKC Good Citizen Trainer 

323.393.5238 
latty@cooperk-9.com 

Google: Latty Cooper 
as seen on YouTube! 

ALAKAZAM 
UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY 

Commercial & Residential 
Every Style:  

Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers 
Replace Feather Proof Lining 
Broad Selection of Fabrics, 
Draperies & Roman Shades 

HIGHEST QUALITY  
WORKMANSHIP 

Call Rosie for FREE Estimate 
310-491-8409 

West Hollywood 

Affordable 
Prices 

Spices • Blooms 
Baskets 

 
Special Occasion Flowers 

 
Signature Spice 

Coastal Mediterranean 
Blend 

Fiesta Blend 
Steak & Burger Blend 

The Italian One 
Sunday Supper  
emilyjilgco.com 
a lifestyle brand

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

answers on page 22 

Looking for an experienced office assis-
tant to join our team! The Beverly Press 
and Park Labrea News are well-estab-
lished weekly newspapers covering 
hard news for Beverly Hills, West 
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and 
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles. 
Administrative assistant duties include 
letters, emails, filing, light bookkeeping, 
mailing lists/mail merge. General assis-
tant to the publishers. Compensation 
negotiable. Email resume to  
michael@beverlypress.com
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