
During its closed session on 
Sept. 14, the Beverly Hills 
Unified School District Board of 
Education opted to hire indepen-
dent counsel to investigate allega-
tions that Vice President Tristen 
Walker-Shuman is not a resident 
in the district she represents.  

Several board members 
addressed the allegations, which 
were detailed in an anonymous 
complaint sent to several govern-

ment agencies and news publica-
tions, at the end of the regular 
meeting.   

President Rachelle Marcus 
concluded the regular meeting by 
reading aloud an “inappropriate 
and abusive” e-mail that she said 
she received from Walker-
Shuman on Sept. 9.   

“I quote, ‘You are wrong about 
me, about my residency, and 
when it is proven publicly, the 
only thing your presidency will 
be remembered for is your jeal-
ous, petty attacks on me,’” 
Marcus said. “She went on, ‘You 
are an embarrassment. Miss 
Rachelle, your need for attention 

One suspect has been charged 
with robbery and remains in custody 
on $200,000 bail in connection with 
a series of armed hold-ups, including 
a robbery outside Le Crème Cafe on 
Melrose Avenue on Sept. 7 that was 
captured on security camera video.  

Police are still searching for two 
other suspects who are believed to 
be involved in the robbery spree. 
The suspect in custody, Quioness 
Wilson, 23, was arrested on Sept. 8 
in the city of Pasadena. He is 
believed to be the getaway driver in 
the robberies.   

“The investigation is ongoing, and 
we have no further comment,” said 
Lt. Ben Fernandes, of the Los 
Angeles Police Department’s 

Robbery-Homicide Division. “We 
have a total of three suspects, with 
one in custody. That’s all we can 
provide at this point.”  

The three men allegedly commit-
ted three robberies on Sept. 1 and 
four robberies on Sept. 7, including 
the hold-up at La Crème Café and 
another robbery that occurred in 
front of a vacant business at 7726 
Melrose Ave., police said.  

Two additional robberies alleged-
ly tied to the three suspects occurred 
on Sept. 7 at 1716 Whitley Ave., in 
Hollywood, and at 939 S. Hill St., in 
downtown Los Angeles. The sus-
pects also allegedly committed a 
robbery on Sept. 1 near Melrose 
Avenue and Gardner Street, and two 
other hold-ups near Eleventh and 

See Officials page 26

By edwin folven                 

A four-wheeled, remote-con-
trolled, Wall-E-esque food delivery 
robot – Coco – could soon be cruis-
ing the sidewalks of Beverly Hills 
if a robotics company already oper-
ating in Los Angeles can work out 
the mechanics.  

During the Beverly Hills 
Chamber of Commerce 
Government Affairs Committee 
meeting on Sept. 9, representatives 
of Coco said the company is work-
ing with city staff in hopes of 
expanding its services through a 
pilot program.   

“Our mission is to make last-mile 
delivery more sustainable, reliable 
and cost effective for local busi-
nesses and their communities,” 
Coco’s government and communi-
ty relations manager, Carl Hansen, 
said. “The way we've done that is 
with a small delivery robot that 
actually isn't automated. It's 
remotely piloted. There are cameras 
that surround the vehicle. It's con-
trolled by a remote operator that 
pilots the vehicle at low speeds 

from a restaurant or a grocer or 
small market to a resident or an 
office worker or a tourist.”  

Coco is built to only travel short 
distances, between one and two 
miles. Hansen said a “significant” 
amount of restaurant and market 
deliveries are within those parame-
ters.   

“There’s no reason to have a 
2,000-pound car deliver a one-and-

a-half-pound burrito that distance,” 
he said. “It’s unnecessary traffic. 
It’s probably illegally parked or 
double parked in a bike lane, per-
haps, when it’s picking up the order 
because there's not accessible park-
ing. It’s emissions. And a robot can 
do that much cheaper, much more 
sustainably.”  

With Coco, no courier is neces-

The Beverly Hills City Council 
on Sept. 14 grappled with the 
complexities of planning a major 
event during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and opted to move forward 
with the city’s annual holiday 
lighting celebration.  

Among the complications were 
whether to move forward with 
budgeted purchase orders that 
totaled almost $550,000, an 

expenditure that may not be 
returned in full if the event is can-
celed.   

Councilman John Mirisch ques-
tioned the city’s proposal of a live, 
in-person event and suggested that 
organizers from the Rodeo 
Drive/Special Events/Holiday 
Program Liaison Committee con-
sider hosting the event virtually, 
while possibly placing restrictions 
on in-person attendance.  

“This is sort of a use-it-or-lose-

it thing,” he said.  
City staff sought the approval of 

purchase orders with J. Ben 
Bourgeois Productions Inc. that 
were already budgeted and totaled 
almost $530,000 for the celebra-
tion on Nov. 18, and more than 
$11,000 for holiday music that 
will play from Nov. 18 to Jan. 2. 
They also sought more than 
$75,000 in fee waivers.   

According to a report, the cele-
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Coco representatives said the company has more than 20 business  
partners in Santa Monica. 

n Crime continues to spike on Melrose Avenue

‘Tis the season to ponder restrictions

Coco possibly coming to Beverly Hills doors

‘We are doing everything 
we can,’ councilman says 

n D.A. says it will not 
take further action late 
Wednesday

Counsel hired to review 
Walker-Shuman complaint 

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills 

The city of Beverly Hills’ annual holiday celebration is scheduled to be held from 5-8 p.m. Nov. 18. 

By AAron Blevins                 

See Holiday page 26

By AAron Blevins                 

See Robots page 27

By AAron Blevins                 
photo courtesy of Melrose Action Neighborhood Watch  

Two men captured on video robbing victims at a restaurant on Melrose 
Avenue are still being sought by police.  

https://dordicklaw.com
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‘Acting: The First 
Six Lessons’  
Beau Bridges and his daughter, 
Emily Bridges, star in a staged read-
ing of “Acting: The First Six 
Lessons,” adapted from the book by 
Richard Boleslavsky, on Friday, 
Sept. 17, at 8 p.m. at Will Geer’s 
Theatricum Botanicum. “The 
Teacher” and 
his student, 
“The Creature,” 
explore the 
craft of acting 
and evolve in 
their under-
standing and 
appreciation of 
life. The program is part of 
Theatricum Botanicum’s Under the 
Oaks salon series. Tickets are $25. 
1419 N. Topanga Canyon Blvd. 
(310)455-3723, theatricum.com.  
  

‘Harry Potter’  
in concert  
Film fans won’t want to miss “Harry 
Potter and the Half-Blood Prince in 
Concert” on Friday, Sept. 17, at 8 
p.m. at the Hollywood Bowl. Relive 
the magic of Harry’s sixth year at 
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry with the score performed 
by the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra. 
Tickets start at $21. 2301 N. 
Highland Ave. hollywoodbowl.com.  
  

Art of Kayla 
Mahaffey  
Thinkspace Projects presents a new 
exhibit titled “Kayla Mahaffey: 

Remember the Time” running from 
Saturday, Sept. 18, through 
Saturday, Oct. 9. Mahaffey’s latest 
solo show examines feelings of nos-
talgia through large-scale works on 
canvas. An opening reception will 
be held on Sept. 18 from 6-10 p.m. 
Regular hours are noon to 6 p.m. 
4217 W. Jefferson Blvd. thinkspace-
projects.com.  
  

WORDTheatre  
Join WORDTheatre for its next 
online author-actor live stream 
event on Sunday, Sept. 19, at noon. 
Actor Dan Butler will perform a 
short story by author Ben Shattuck, 
followed by a Q&A session. 
General admission is $35. wordthe-
atre.org.  
  

Japan Foundation  
Japan Foundation Los Angeles is 
holding a special outdoor screening 
and samurai acting workshop on 
Sunday, Sept. 19, at 6:15 p.m. at the 
Shoseian Teahouse in Glendale. 
Guests can chal-
lenge them-
selves in a 
sword fight per-
formance like 
those in samurai 
movies. The 
Japanese actor 
group Burai will 
provide instruction. Afterward, 
enjoy the movie “Uzumasa 
Limelight,” which focuses on an 
aging background actor who spe-
cializes in portrayals of being killed. 
Admission is free but reservations 
are required. 1601 W. Mountain St. 
jflalc.org.  

TAG Gallery 
exhibits  
TAG Gallery is displaying multiple 
exhibits from Wednesday, Sept. 22, 
through Saturday, Oct. 16. They 
include Judy Zimbert’s “Girl 
Power,” Michael Becker’s “Les 
Girls,” Ernie Marjoram’s “Big 
Fish,” Susan Price’s “Mind, 
Memories & Hips” and 
“ARTitects,” curated by Jupp 
Soetebier. 5458 Wilshire Blvd. 
(323)297-3061, taggallery.net.  
  

Hear Now Music 
Festival  
Don’t miss the online Hear Now 
Music Festival running from 
Thursday, Sept. 23, through Sunday, 
Sept. 26. The festival features the 
Lyris Quarte, Brightwork 
Newmusic and HEX Vocal 
Ensemble. Concerts begin at 7 p.m. 
The festival will be broadcast on 
YouTube Premiere and free links 
will be available by visiting 
hearnowmusicfestival.com. 
 

Crimson Square 
Theatre  
Crimson Square Theatre Company, 
in residence at Beverly Hills 
Playhouse, presents a two-person 
drama by Laura Eason titled “Sex 
With Strangers” running from 
Friday, Sept. 24, through Sunday, 
Oct. 17. The production explores 
what happens when online and 
offline identities intersect. Tickets 
are $30. 254 S. Robertson Blvd. 
crimsonsquare.org.   

CALENDAR

WeHo celebrates Bi Visibility Week 

The Beverly Hills City Council 
on Sept. 21 will consider an exten-
sion of the North Canon Drive clo-
sure and will review the city’s 
OpenBH program. Each of the two 
items will be presented separately 
to the City Council.  

City staff will recommend 
extending the closure of North 
Canon Drive, approved by the City 
Council in 2018, and maintaining a 
cul-de-sac and sound wall at 
Wilshire Boulevard until 
September 2022. If approved, the 
closure will mitigate construction 
noise and provide a safe, consistent 
traffic pattern while the Metro 
Purple Line Extension rail project 
is under construction, staff said. 
The rail project includes two sta-
tions in Beverly Hills at 
Wilshire/La Cienega and 
Wilshire/Rodeo.  

City staff will then revisit the 
project with the City Council in the 
summer or fall of 2022 to consider 
whether to extend the closure.  

The other item pertains to 
OpenBH, a city program that has 
supported outdoor operations 
allowing businesses to temporarily 
expand services outside during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Local busi-
nesses participating in the program 
have been able to utilize adjacent 
areas such as sidewalks, parking 
lots, parking meter spaces and areas 
in adjacent closed streets by apply-
ing for a permit. The current 
OpenBH program, available free, is 
approved through Dec. 31.  

At the Sept. 21 meeting, the City 
Council will consider the process 
for approval and review of the 
OpenBH program after Dec. 31, 
and will evaluate the cost and fees 
for businesses. The council will 
also consider whether the outdoor 
dining tents at the North Canon 
Drive cul-de-sac will be permitted 
to continue in the OpenBH pro-
gram, and for how long.  

For information, visit beverly-
hills.org/councilmeetings. 

Council plans to consider Canon 
Drive closure, OpenBH program  

 West Hollywood will celebrate Bi 
Visibility Week from Sept. 16-23.   

The city’s events are intended to 
raise visibility and increase aware-
ness of the bisexual community. The 
city’s Lesbian & Gay Advisory 
Board will host two virtual panel 
discussions on the bisexual commu-
nity throughout the week.   

The first, “Past, Present and 
Future of the Bisexual Community,” 
will be held at 7 p.m. on Sept. 21. 
The second, “A Community 
Discussion on Microaggressions 
Toward the Bi Community,” will be 

held at 7 p.m. on Sept. 22.   
To register for either Zoom webi-

nar, visit weho.gov/calendar. Both 
sessions will be livestreamed to the 
city’s WeHoTV YouTube channel.  

In addition to the discussions, the 
city is planning several special 
recognitions.  On Sept. 16, lanterns 
over Santa Monica Boulevard 
between Hancock Avenue and 
Robertson Boulevard will be lit in 
pink, purple and blue, the colors of 
the bisexual pride flag.  For informa-
tion, email hmolina@weho.org, or, 
visit weho.org/lgbtq.    

September is National 
Preparedness Month and residents 
and businesses in Beverly Hills are 
encouraged to review their emer-
gency plans.  

“It’s important that we plan for 
any disaster, big or small, so that we 
are able to protect ourselves and our 
families at all times,” Beverly Hills 
Emergency Management Manager 
Meena Janmohamed said. “We 
want to continue to educate the 
community on ways to plan ahead 
as part of this annual campaign.”  

To be adequately prepared for an 
emergency, residents are encour-
aged to be self-sufficient for seven 
to 14 days. A major disaster could 
overwhelm emergency and city 
resources, delaying first responders, 
authorities said.  

Tips include making a plan with 
family members and discussing 
how to communicate before, during 
and after a disaster. Residents 
should also create a kit with sup-
plies that will last for several days. 
Staying informed is critical, and 
people can sign-up for the city’s 
emergency notifications and the 
Earthquake Reporting App by visit-
ing beverlyhills.org/reportaquake.  

For information, call (310)285-
1014, or visit beverlyhills.org/emer-
gencymanagement. 

Beverly Hills 
stresses  
emergency  
preparedness 

https://www.beverlyhills.org


A tribute to remember pets and 
companion animals that have died 
could be on its way to a West 
Hollywood park.   

In December 2019, the City 
Council first directed staff to eval-
uate community interest in estab-
lishing a memorial at one of the 
city’s parks.   

Though planning for the tribute 
is still in the early phases, facilities 
and field services manager Helen 
Collins said a potential tribute 
could include a water element, a 
stand-alone monument, an arbor, 
benches or a quiet place for reflec-
tion.   

The idea was first brought forth 
by Mayor Pro Tempore Lauren 

Meister, who said a tribute could 
help residents remember important 
members of their family.    

“I think it’s very obvious that 
West Hollywood residents love 
their animals,” Meister said. “The 
truth of the matter is that we prob-
ably have a higher percentage of 
people who have pets than we do 
children, and for many of us, our 
animals are our children, so that’s 
why this is so important.”   

After surveying residents 
throughout the summer, senior 
administrative analyst Erin 
Hamant said the respondents were 
split almost evenly when asked 
whether the city should have a pet 
tribute.   

Of the 244 submissions, 129 
people, or 53%, were in favor of a 
pet memorial. The remainder of 
respondents said they’d like to see 
city funds used toward something 
else or the project move forward 
with private funds.    

Given the choice between the 

city’s parks, respondents high-
lighted West Hollywood Park as 
the favored place to install a trib-
ute, followed by Plummer Park 
and Hart Park.   

Collins said any potential trib-
utes at West Hollywood Park and 
Hart Park could be located near the 
existing dog parks. At Plummer 
Park, a tribute could be added 
along Vista Street where a tempo-
rary dog play area is planned.   

Though a potential tribute 
would be located next to a dog 
park, Collins said it would be for 
all pets, not just dogs and cats.   

“We remember the dogs, we 
remember the cats, but we under-
stand our community members 
also have other pets or animals that 
they want to be remembered,” 
Collins said. “This would 
absolutely be for all pets. We don’t 
want to leave anyone out.”   

During a public input meeting 
on Sept. 14, several residents were 
in favor of a tribute, but questioned 
whether a portion of it could be 
personalized with plaques or com-
memorative bricks to remember 
specific pets by displaying their 
name and the years they were 
alive.    

“I think these would be a great 
idea so in our mind, our pets would 
always be at the park, which is 
often their happiest place,” West 
Hollywood resident Rafael 
Kouyghadosh said. “I would have 
no problem paying whatever the 
cost is, but my dog was always 
happy at the park so if I could put 
something there to remember him, 
I’d be ecstatic.”   

Plaques could be displayed on a 
wall near the dog park, or a com-
memorative brick-laid walkway 
could lead to the dog park, he said.   

However, some residents said 
adding a payment option wasn’t a 
good idea for a tribute that is 

meant to be inclusive of all.   
“It is so appreciated that people 

would think of our animal loved 
ones as part of our community and 

to create a space to recognize the 
entirety of their lives,” West 
Hollywood resident Chelsea Byers 

said.  “But I fear that a pay-in sys-
tem will leave some out, and I 
don’t want anyone to feel left out 
when this is such a beautiful con-
cept.”   

Instead, she envisioned a space 
where anyone who has lost a pet 
can go to feel connected to the 
community. A poem or statement 
that captures the love between an 
owner and pet could be placed in 
the space, Byers said.   

Hamant said staff will consider 
the cost estimates of the most pop-
ular community suggestions to 
craft a recommendation to bring 
before the City Council by the end 
of the year. Cost estimates are still 
unknown, she said.  

If the council approves a pet 
tribute, it could be added as early 
as next year.   

Another community input meet-
ing is scheduled at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, Sept. 25. To register, 
visit weho.org/calendar.  
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By Brynn mechem              

photo by Brynn Mechem  

Juno, a Boston terrier, plays in the West Hollywood Dog Park on Sept. 
14. The park is being considered as a possible location for a pet tribute.  

WeHo furry friends tribute may be en route
n Mayor pro tempore 
Meister pitches  
homage to city’s pets

“The truth of  
the matter is  

that we probably 
have a higher  
percentage of 

people who have 
pets than we do 

children...” 
 
Lauren Meister 

Mayor pro tempore

photo by Brynn Mechem  

An area near the West Hollywood Dog Park is under consideration as a 
potential location.  

http://www.prosprco.com
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Three people are recovering 
after they were stabbed on Sept. 
11 by a man who police 
described as a transient with a 
long history of committing 
crimes in the Wilshire area.  

The stabbings occurred within 
a half-hour of each other in the 
general vicinity of La Brea 
Avenue and Washington 
Boulevard, said Det. Bernard 
Romero, with the Los Angeles 
Police Department’s Wilshire 
Division. The crimes occurred at 
South Highland Avenue and 
Mascot Street, Rimpau and 
Washington boulevards, and 
Washington Boulevard and La 
Brea Avenue, he added.  

In the first instance, the suspect 
stopped a woman at 9:15 a.m. 
who was jogging near Highland 
Avenue and Mascot Street. When 
she removed headphones to 
understand what the suspect was 
saying, he allegedly stabbed her 
in the upper torso and fled on 

foot, police said.  
A short time later, police 

received calls about a suspect 
with a knife confronting other 
people at a location near Rimpau 
and Washington boulevards. At 
approximately 9:35 a.m., officers 
saw a man sitting at a bus stop 
with blood on his face, and deter-
mined he had also been stabbed 
by a suspect matching the 
description of the assailant in the 
earlier attacks.  

Romero said investigators 
determined the suspect’s identity 
and have been looking for the 
man, who he added is homeless. 
The suspect is described as being 
Black, approximately 5 feet 5 
inches tall and 200 pounds. He 
was wearing a baggy purple shirt 
and gray baggy cargo shorts dur-
ing the attacks. Anyone with 
information is urged to call 
Wilshire Division detectives at 
(213)922-8235 or (213)922-
8262. During weekends and off-
hours, call the LAPD’s hotline at 
(877)LAPD247. 

Suspect sought for stabbing 
spree in Wilshire Division

The Los Angeles County 
District Attorney’s Office is warn-
ing people to beware of caller ID 
spoofing scams that can make 
phone calls appear like they are 
coming from legitimate numbers.  

The scams are becoming very 
common, according to law 
enforcement authorities. 
Criminals use software and elec-
tronic equipment to make auto-
mated phone calls appear to be 

from local numbers, known com-
panies and legitimate government 
agencies. The perpetrators often 
convince victims to reveal confi-
dential personal information lead-
ing to identity and financial theft.  

For information, visit 
da.lacounty.gov. 

Warning issued about phone scams 

A Glendale resident has agreed 
to plead guilty to federal criminal 
charges for attacking five victims 
at a family-owned Turkish restau-
rant in Beverly Hills last year and 
shouting anti-Turkish slurs, throw-
ing chairs at the victims and threat-
ening to kill them, prosecutors with 
the U.S. Justice Department 
announced.  

William Stepanyan, 23, agreed 
to plead guilty to one count of con-
spiracy and one hate crime charge, 
according to a plea agreement filed 
in United States District Court. 
Turkey and Armenia have histori-
cally experienced significant con-
flict, part of which has stemmed 
from Turkey’s support of 
Azerbaijan in its border conflict 
with Armenia. When a new war 
broke out between Armenian and 
Azeri military forces in September 
2020, tensions in Turkish and 
Armenian communities escalated. 
Numerous protests and counter-
protests took place in Los Angeles 
County during the period when the 
war was occurring, prosecutors 
said.  

According to his plea agreement, 
on Nov. 4, 2020, Stepanyan, who is 
Armenian-American, sent a text 
message saying that he planned to 
go “hunting for [T]urks.” Later that 
day, Stepanyan met with his co-
defendant Harutyun Harry 
Chalikyan, 24, of Tujunga, and 
other Armenian-Americans to 
protest what they considered to be 

Turkish aggression against 
Armenians, prosecutors said.  

Stepanyan, Chalikyan and other 
Armenian-Americans then drove 
to the Café Istanbul, located at 326 
S. Beverly Drive. Stepanyan and 
Chalikyan entered the building and 
attacked the victims, according to 
the plea agreement. Four of the five 
victims were of Turkish descent. At 
least one of the defendants threat-
ened to kill the victims, prosecutors 
added.  

During the attack, multiple vic-

tims were injured. Also, the restau-
rant suffered at least $20,000 in 
damage and had to close temporar-
ily, resulting in thousands of dol-
lars in lost revenue, prosecutors 
said.  

Stepanyan faces 15 years in fed-
eral prison. Chalikyan has pleaded 
not guilty to one count of conspira-
cy and five hate crime charges, and 
is scheduled to go on trial on Oct. 
26.  The FBI conducted the investi-
gation with assistance from the 
Beverly Hills Police Department. 

Man agrees to plead guilty in attack at Turkish cafe

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo 

A 23-year-old man has agreed to plead guilty to attacking employees at 
Café Istanbul, which is shown in November 2020, shortly after the incident. 

A West Los Angeles man was 
sentenced on Sept. 3 to four years in 
federal prison, plus an additional 28 
months of home confinement, for 
orchestrating a decades-long, multi-
million-dollar telemarketing scheme 
that defrauded more than 50,000 
victims, including small businesses 
and charities.  

The defendant, Gilbert N. 
Michaels, 79, defrauded individuals 
and companies by posing as their 
regular supplier of printer toner and 
selling them toner at inflated prices.  
A federal jury found Michaels guilty 

in December 2019 of one count of 
conspiracy to commit mail fraud, 10 
counts of mail fraud and five counts 
of money laundering. Michaels was 
also ordered to pay a $200,000 fine.  

Michaels owned and operated 
IDC Servco and Mytel 
International, which fraudulently 
sold toner to businesses, charities 
and other organizations, federal 
authorities said. Michaels’ compa-
nies handled billing and shipping of 
the toner, and listed the price at up to 
five to 10 times the retail price for 
toner.   

Man sentenced for toner sale scam 

The United States Attorney’s 
Office for the Central District of 
California announced that a Beverly 
Grove resident pleaded guilty on 
Sept. 14 to federal charges stem-
ming from a scheme in which he 
fraudulently obtained $9 million in 
loans through COVID-19 relief pro-
grams. Authorities said the defen-
dant, Andrew Marnell, 41, used 
some of the money on gambling 
trips to Las Vegas and transferred a 
portion to stock trading accounts.  

Marnell pleaded guilty to one 
count of bank fraud and one count 
of money laundering. The defen-
dant admitted that he fraudulently 
obtained seven Paycheck Protection 
Program loans offered through the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security Act.   

Marnell obtained the seven PPP 
loans by submitting applications 
from corporations he controlled 
using misleading statements about 
business operations and payroll 
expenses, prosecutors said. Marnell, 
often using aliases, submitted fake 
and altered documents including 
federal tax filings and employee 
payroll records.  

The PPP program was imple-
mented by the CARES Act, which 
was signed into law in March 2020 
to provide relief to businesses 
affected by the coronavirus pan-
demic. The CARES Act also pro-
vided funding to the Economic 

Injury Disaster Loan Program 
administered by the SBA.  

Once he received the loans, 
Marnell transferred millions of dol-
lars to his brokerage accounts to 
make risky stock market bets, 
according to court documents. 
Hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
fraudulently-obtained loan proceeds 
were also spent at casinos, authori-
ties said.  

As part of a plea agreement, 
Marnell agreed to forfeit more than 
$1.54 million seized from several 
brokerage accounts, $319,298 in 
cash recovered from his residence, 
numerous electronic devices, a 
Rolex Oyster watch, Range Rover 
SUV and Ducati motorcycle. The 
defendant also agreed to pay $7.3 
million in restitution to lenders.  

Marnell, who has been in custody 
since July 16, 2020, faces up to 40 
years in federal prison. United 
States District Judge R. Gary 
Klausner scheduled a sentencing 
hearing on Feb. 14, 2022.   

In May, the U.S. Attorney 
General’s Office established the 
COVID-19 Fraud Enforcement 
Task Force to prevent pandemic-
related fraud. Anyone with informa-
tion about attempted fraud related to 
COVID-19 is encouraged to call the 
U.S. Department of Justice’s fraud 
hotline at (866)720-5721, or visit 
justice.gov/disaster-fraud/ncdf-dis-
aster-complaint-form. 

Beverly Grove resident pleads guilty 
in COVID-19 relief loan scheme 

By edwin folven                 

https://www.metro.net
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At the Maxine Dunitz Children’s Health Center, At the Maxine Dunitz Children’s Health Center, 
our experts are focused on offering specialty our experts are focused on offering specialty 
pediatric care for children through every stage of pediatric care for children through every stage of 
life. Using the latest breakthrough technologies life. Using the latest breakthrough technologies 
and treatments, we’re completely devoted and treatments, we’re completely devoted 
to nurturing little ones, even when they’re not to nurturing little ones, even when they’re not 
so little anymore.

©2021 Cedars-Sinai

https://www.cedars-sinai.org


The city of West Hollywood on 
Sept. 10 issued an emergency 
order implementing COVID-19 
vaccination verification require-
ments to enter most indoor busi-
nesses. 

The order, issued by City 
Manager David Wilson, also 
requires business and city 
employees to be vaccinated. 

No later than Oct. 11, business-
es must require all patrons ages 
18 and older to show proof of full 
vaccination before entering any 
portion of the facility. Covered 
businesses include any establish-
ment where food or drink is 
served indoors, health and fitness 
facilities and personal care estab-
lishments such as salons, spas and 
tanning parlors. 

“Vaccination requirements for 
entering certain spaces are an 
alternative approach to stringent 
public health measures,” the ordi-
nance reads. “‘Vaccine mandate’ 
does not mean ‘involuntary vacci-
nation.’ Rather, such programs 
impose consequences on individ-
uals who refuse to get vaccinated, 
such as not allowing access to 
certain places.” 

Individuals who do not provide 
proof of full vaccination may still 
use outdoor portions of covered 
businesses and indoor restrooms 
while wearing a face covering. 
Businesses will be required to 
post notifications at entrances to 
inform individuals that proof of 
full vaccination is required to 
enter. 

Under the ordinance, accept-
able forms of proof of vaccination 
include a Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention vaccina-
tion card, a printed photo or copy 
of the card, a photo of the card 
stored on a phone, documentation 
of vaccination from a health care 
provider or a personal vaccine 
record issued by the state. 

West Hollywood resident 
Daniel Jones said that although 
he’s in favor of the vaccine, a vac-
cination mandate could cause 
more burden on struggling estab-
lishments because it could deter 
some from conducting business in 
West Hollywood. 

“The mandate claims that 
exemptions can exist, primarily 
by conducting your business out-
side, but that is not realistic. How 
many manicures did you see out-
side in the past two years?” Jones 
said. “Businesses are already 
struggling, trying to recover and 
hire enough employees to even 
stay open.” 

Under the mandate, businesses 
must also “use their best efforts” 
to ascertain the vaccination status 
of staff and, no later than Nov. 1, 
must ensure that staff who rou-
tinely work onsite provide proof 
of full vaccination before entering 
or working in any indoor portion 
of the facility. Staff under the age 
of 18 will not be required to show 
vaccination status. 

A few businesses throughout 
the city have already enacted vac-
cination mandates, with some 
success. The Abbey began requir-
ing proof of vaccination or a neg-
ative COVID-19 test on July 30. 

Although the restaurant has 
seen some negative reactions for 
enforcing safety protocols, gener-
al manager Todd Barnes said most 
members of the public are sup-
portive. Some neighboring busi-
nesses also began instituting a 

ban, and The Abbey collaborated 
with Beaches, Trunks and Hi Tops 
to host mobile vaccine clinics. 

“The response from the com-
munity has been overwhelmingly 
positive. Even those we turn away 
understand why,” Barnes said. 
“We are grateful and proud of the 
neighboring businesses who 
joined us in instituting the ban. 
We’re glad the city is mandating 
this for all similar businesses 
now.” 

The emergency order comes 
after the West Hollywood City 
Council on Aug. 16 directed city 
staff to draft a formal mandate. 
The city council will ratify the 
emergency order at its next meet-
ing on Sept. 20.   

The mandate also pertains to all 
city employees, including interns, 
volunteers and temporary 
employees. No later than Nov. 1, 

city employees and contractors 
must show full proof of vaccina-
tion before entering any city facil-
ity or engaging in city business. 

People wishing to use city facil-
ities have until Oct. 11 to show 
full vaccination proof. The man-
date applies to athletic activities 
and privately organized clubs that 
operate on city premises. 

Councilwoman Sepi Shyne, 
who first introduced the motion, 
said the executive order is not 
meant to punish citizens, but 
rather keep them safe and encour-
age them to receive a vaccination. 

“We are in a dire time right now 
and I know it is so frustrating that 
we almost came out of this and 
now we’re back to even having 
this discussion,” Shyne said. “But 
the people who are unvaccinated, 
and I’m not talking about those 
that have medical exemptions, 

I’m talking about those who are 
unvaccinated by choice, are con-
tributing to the surge we are in 
and the continual spread of the 
virus, which is affecting the 
health of themselves and every-
one around them, and the econo-

my as well.” 
As of Sept. 13, there are 26,966 

West Hollywood residents ages 
12 and older that have received at 
least one dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine. That equates to 77.7% of 
the city’s population. 
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Some West Hollywood restaurants such as The Abbey instituted a vac-
cination mandate before the city.

photo by Brynn Mechem

WeHo mandates vaccines 
By Brynn mechem              

https://www.allanjeffries.com
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The Beverly Hills Unified 
School District stopped short of 
calling for student vaccinations at 
its meeting on Sept. 14, but the 
Board of Education reiterated its 
interest in pursuing weekly testing 
for vaccinated and unvaccinated 
students at district schools.  

Several members of the public 
spoke on the subject prior to the 
board asking district staff to return 
at a future meeting with a draft pol-
icy. Some called for vaccinations, 
while others denounced them. 
Some felt that it was not the dis-
trict’s place to create such policies. 

Although passionate arguments 
were made on all sides, 
Superintendent Dr. Michael Bregy 
assured the virtual audience that 
district staff would not be looking 
to make “splashy headlines” with 
their draft policy, which was “very 
close” to being completed.  

“We needed one more session,” 
he said. “We did not want to lead 
the board in any way. It’s been a 
very honest and very productive 
conversation, and I’m glad we 
took the time to do that.” 

Currently, the district requires 
students to get tested prior to 
returning to school if they have 
traveled outside the state. 
Additionally, Los Angeles County 
public health officials require stu-
dents who participate in medium- 
or high-risk sports and are unvac-
cinated to receive weekly tests.  

Generally, board members felt 
that a testing requirement would be 
a good starting point. 

“At this time, I feel that, at a 
minimum, the standard of testing 
that we are applying to our teach-
ers and adults should be applied 
for our children and students,” 
board member Dr. Amanda Stern 
said.  

However, the board wanted to 
ensure that testing is conducted in 
a way that does not disrupt class-
rooms.  

“We just don’t want to say, 
‘That’s it. We’re testing everybody. 
We’re yanking you out of class 

whenever we feel like it.’ That’s 
not the goal of anybody here,” 
board member Noah Margo said. 
“We want to make sure this has as 
little interruption into the educa-
tional day as possible when we get 
around to the testing.” 

As far as vaccinations, Vice 
President Tristen Walker-Shuman 
said it’s likely that the state man-
dates them for students aged 16 
and older soon. 

“I think that going ahead and 
being at the forefront is not a bad 
thing,” she said. “I understand that 
not everybody agrees. I understand 
that only impacts a small part of 
our population, even in the high 
school, but I think it’s a really good 
place to start.” 

Student board member Eli 
Ramer agreed, but expressed con-
cerns about potential lawsuits, a 
possibility discussed numerous 
times during public comment. 

“I would say that if we are able 
to ensure that we face more limited 
legal trouble in the event of man-
dating vaccines for 16 and up, then 
I’m fully in favor of it,” he added. 

Stern said she felt that imple-
menting a vaccination policy at 

this time would be “premature,” 
even though she believes the vac-
cines are safe.  

“As a steward of education, as a 
trustee of education, I do not feel 
comfortable dipping into the health 
arena,” she added.  

Board member Mary Wells and 
President Rachelle Marcus felt 

similarly.  
“I’m not comfortable with 

telling somebody – unless it’s 
mandated by the state at that point, 
then I have no choice – that you 
have to have your child vaccinat-
ed,” Marcus said. “I don’t want 
anybody to tell me that I have to do 
that.” 

BHUSD may require weekly tests
n Draft policy to be  
considered soon

By aaron Blevins             

The Los Angeles City Council 
unanimously voted on Sept. 14 to 
adopt the first citywide homeless 
street engagement strategy, which 
provides a uniform framework to 
offer street-based services and 
housing for unsheltered residents. 

“The time for street engagement 
couldn’t be more urgent. There are 
no quick fixes to this crisis – and an 
‘enforcement alone’ approach 
would simply shuffle unhoused res-
idents throughout the city from one 
neighborhood to another,” said 
Councilman Mark Ridley-Thomas, 
10th District. “This is a crisis that 
requires care, compassion and com-
pliance, and this strategy can be our 
roadmap to seeing a true change on 
our streets.” 

Created at the request of Ridley-
Thomas and his colleagues at the 
end of June, the street engagement 

strategy will ensure that the city 
only regulates designated public 
spaces after documented street 
engagement and housing place-
ments occur. 

“We need clear and humane pro-
tocols in maintaining shared public 
spaces. People experiencing home-
lessness deserve an approach to 
street engagement that is led with 
compassion while the city ensures 
it can fulfill its core duties of keep-
ing public spaces safe and clean for 
everyone,” said Councilman Mitch 
O’Farrell, 13th District. “While 
street engagement and outreach has 
been consistently conducted for 
months or years at many homeless 
encampments across the city, a 
more thoughtful citywide approach 
has now been delivered. Angelenos 
want a compassionate approach to 
addressing homelessness that ulti-

mately leads directly to housing 
solutions in safe, secure, managed 
environments, with the expectation 
of safe, clean, passable sidewalks in 
all neighborhoods. There is nothing 
compassionate about enabling 
unhoused individuals to live or die 
in squalor on city sidewalks.” 

The council’s action included an 
investment in additional outreach 
services, with each council district 
office having a minimum of three 
dedicated street engagement teams. 
They will be deployed to assess 
sites and determine the length of 
client engagement needed. The out-
reach teams will also collaborate 
with nonprofits, as well as city and 
county departments, to ensure 
appropriate connections to services 
are made and people are placed in 
interim and permanent housing. 

“PATH is eager to work along-

side the city of Los Angeles in 
implementing the street engage-
ment strategy to get people safe and 
housed peacefully and compassion-
ately,” said Jennifer Hark Dietz, 
deputy CEO of People Assisting 
the Homeless. “Uplifting, consis-
tent outreach is the best practice to 
move people off the streets and into 
a home of their own.” 

 “The passing of this strategy is 
long overdue. If we truly believe 
that all of our neighbors have a 
right to a roof and not a bench, it is 
essential that we stay focused on 
operationalizing this strategy,” 
Ridley-Thomas added. “Now we 
need boots on the ground. And we 
need to ensure that the incredible 
outreach workers that take to the 
streets each day are armed with a 
portfolio of housing options for the 
people they are engaging.” 

Council approves homeless street engagement strategy

Los Angeles City 
Councilwoman Nithya Raman, 
4th District, has introduced a reso-
lution supporting Assembly Bill 
937, introduced by 
Assemblywoman Wendy Carrillo 
(D-Los Angeles).  

Also known as the VISION Act, 
AB 937 will prohibit jails, prisons 
and other public agencies from 
transferring community members 
who are eligible for release to 
United States Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agents.  

“By supporting and signing onto 
the VISION Act, L.A. City 
Council is making it clear that we 
recognize the humanity of all peo-
ple who call our city home,” 
Raman said. “We stand proudly in 
defense of the rights of all resi-
dents, including refugees and 
immigrants who make up the 
vibrant community that is the heart 
and soul of Los Angeles.” 

Despite recent reforms to 
California’s penal code, approxi-
mately 70% of people detained in 
ICE custody nationwide have been 
funneled there through the crimi-
nal justice system, Raman said. 
They are effectively subjected to 
double punishment solely because 

they are refugees or immigrants, 
disregarding their humanity, 
records of rehabilitation, stable 
reentry plans and community sup-
port, Raman added. 

“California’s Department of 
Corrections and local jails are 
denying Californians who have 
served their sentences and are 
set to be released the right to be 
with their loved ones by turning 
them over to ICE, where they 
face indefinite detention and 
the threat of deportation,” 
Carrillo said. “This double pun-
ishment of non-citizens, 
whether they have green cards 
or are undocumented, betrays 
our values of rehabilitation and 
wastes state resources. The 
VISION Act affirms our most 
sacred value – equal protection 
under the law, no matter where 
you are born.” 

If adopted, the VISION Act 
would stop state prisons and jails 
from handing over immigrants to 
ICE. 

“This is an opportunity for 
California to set a model for the 
rest of the country, and as we all 
know, as California goes, so goes 
the nation,” Raman added. 

Raman introduces motion in support  
of ending ICE custody transfers

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-
Burbank) on Sept. 9 urged the chief 
executives of both Amazon and 
Facebook to address the spread of 
COVID-19 vaccine misinformation 
on their respective platforms, as 
part of a continuing legislative 
effort to curb anti-vaccine disinfor-
mation during a public health emer-
gency.  

In separate letters to Andy Jassy, 
chief executive officer of Amazon, 
and Mark Zuckerberg, founder 
and chief executive officer of 
Facebook, Schiff asked both com-
panies to transparently and thor-
oughly detail efforts they’ve 
undertaken to stop content that 
undermines science and promotes 
vaccine misinformation to the 
public. 

“Vaccine hesitancy fueled by 
misinformation stands between us 
and truly ending the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Schiff wrote. “And 
nowhere is that misinformation 
more apparent, potent and trans-
missible than on social media and 
e-commerce sites. As the adminis-
tration of vaccines around the 
country continues, misinformation 

is on the rise on major online plat-
forms. But despite some concrete 
and positive steps previously 
taken, these companies owe both 
the public and the Congress addi-
tional answers about the exponen-
tial and dangerous proliferation of 
misinformation, and what the plat-
forms are doing to address the 
viral spread of conspiratorial 
falsehoods and myths, over good 
science.” 

Currently, 53% of all Americans 
are  fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19. yet the Delta variant has 
surged among those who remain 
unvaccinated, bringing America’s 
COVID-19 rates to levels not seen 
since 2020’s  winter surge, before 
vaccinations became widely avail-
able.  

In 2019, Schiff sent a letter to 
Jeffrey Bezos, founder and former 
CEO of Amazon, and Zuckerberg 
to express similar concerns about 
the propagation of general vaccine 
misinformation on their platforms. 
The responses from both Amazon 
and Facebook failed to fully answer 
or account for the issues Schiff 
raised, according to his office. 

Schiff calls on Amazon, Facebook to 
stop misinformation

File photo

http://kramerlaw.biz
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A center providing transgender 
and nonbinary individuals with job 
training and health services 
opened in West Hollywood on 
Sept. 10.  

The Connie Norman 
Transgender Empowerment 
Center was founded by members 
of FLUX, a division of AIDS 
Healthcare Foundation focused on 
serving the transgender and gender 
non-conforming community, and 
Unique Woman’s Coalition, an 
organization that helps trans indi-
viduals obtain IDs and legal docu-
ments.  

The center will house nonprofits 
that provide an array of services. 
The facility is the first of its kind 
providing services to trans and 
nonbinary individuals by trans and 
nonbinary individuals, said FLUX 
president Queen Victoria Ortega.  

“We will be the first center in the 

world not only focusing on direct 
services, but focusing on empow-
erment in the form of financial lit-
eracy, wealth management and 
building our capacity so we have 
sustainability,” Ortega said.   

The center, built by AIDS 
Healthcare Foundation in the 
1990s, previously accommodated 
Linn House, a hospice for people 
with AIDS. It is named after 
Connie Norman, a transgender and 
AIDS activist, nicknamed “the 
AIDS Diva,” who died of the dis-
ease in 1996.  

Now, AHF, FLUX and Unique 
Woman’s Coalition teamed up to 
open the 20,000-square foot cen-
ter, which will function similar to a 
WeWork space, serving as a home 
base for several trans-led organiza-
tions, including FLUX, the Unique 
Woman’s Coalition and 
TransCanWork, a nonprofit that 
helps trans people find jobs and 
trains employers on how best to 
support them.  

“I am committed to making sure 
that as trans and nonbinary people 
that we are working together, 
because we are so much stronger 
together,” said Unique Woman’s 

Coalition president and CEO 
Chela Demuir. “There’s no need 
for us to work in silos. Let’s stop 
being the little liquor stores on 
every corner and finally come 
together to make one major shop 
here at this center.”  

A food bank and a “clothing 
closet” are planned to open in the 
next few months and an AHF 
Healthcare Center serving the 
needs of trans and nonbinary indi-
viduals will open in 2022.  

Organizations within the center 
will focus on building capacity, 
advocacy and overall health and 
wellness of the transgender and 
nonbinary communities, some-
thing model and actor Laith 
Ashley wouldn’t have imagined 
possible five years ago.  

“The days that we are silent and 
that we, as trans people, are 
thrown to the outskirts of society 
are done and over with,” Ashley 
said. “It’s time that we come for-
ward and we show that we are 
capable and that we’re supposed to 
take space in society and be suc-
cessful. This building is going to 
help empower all of us to do that.”  

Though the center will focus on 

making improvements to create a 
better future, it also will reflect on 
the city’s history and the activist 
who gave the center its name. 
Norman first began advocating for 
the trans community before the 
widespread use of the term trans-
gender.  

Norman was a member of Act 
Up Los Angeles and an advocate 
for the creation of AHF’s first 
AIDS care facility, the Chris 
Brownlie Hospice, where she died 
from AIDS after admitting herself.  

“When Connie Norman was liv-

ing her final days at Brownlie, she 
bequeathed her childhood teddy 
bear to me, asking that I please 
help look after her trans sisters and 
brothers she was leaving behind,” 
AHF president Michael Weinstein 
said. “I can think of no better way 
to honor that request than with this 
center.”  

Norman’s teddy bear will take 
up residence at the new facility. 
Through a West Hollywood 
proclamation, Sept. 10 will also be 
known as Connie Norman 
Transgender Empowerment Day. 

A ribbon cutting for the Connie Norman Transgender Empowerment 
Center drew support from local activists and politicians. 

photo by Brynn Mechem

Transgender empowerment center opens 
n Facility brings  
services, advocacy to  
community

By Brynn mechem              

Gov. Gavin Newsom joined 
Senate President Pro Tempore 
Toni G. Atkins (D-San Diego) and 
Assembly Speaker Anthony 
Rendon (D-Lakewood) on Sept. 3 
to assist Afghan refugees arriving 
in California. The governor is 
requesting $16.7 million in general 
funds be used for cash assistance 
and other services for newly arriv-
ing Afghans in the state. 

“I am proud that California has 
been and always will be a place of 
refuge for those seeking safety or a 
better life – especially for those 
who served our country, like many 
of the Afghan refugees coming to 
America and to California,” 
Newsom said. “[The] announce-
ments and request for funding sig-
nal that California stands ready to 
assist those in need. As the nation’s 
most diverse state, we don’t simply 
tolerate diversity, we celebrate it.” 

State leaders are making sure the 
refugees have access to health 
care, public benefits and additional 

resources. 
“These refugees gave our ser-

vice members help in Afghanistan 
and it is only fitting we give them 
hope when they come to 
California,” Atkins added. “When 
I was growing up, the golden rule 
was that no matter how little you 
had, you help those in need. We are 
blessed to be in a position in 
California where we have enough 
funding to help ease these 
refugees’ transition into our soci-
ety, and I am pleased the state is 
joining with so many other organi-
zations and individuals who are 
doing the right thing.” 

To facilitate an organized and 
coordinated effort, the state has 
established an interagency work-
ing group that will be co-led by the 
Governor’s Office of Emergency 
Services and the California Health 
and Human Services Agency. 
They will work with counties, 
resettlement agencies, community 
groups and philanthropic organi-

zations to support and integrate 
new arrivals. California is also 
partnering with airbnb.org to help 
provide free, temporary housing 
across the state to Afghan 
refugees. Since announcing its 
commitment to help 20,000 
Afghans worldwide, airbnb.org 
has housed more than 100 Afghan 
refugees in California and will 
continue to welcome more in 
coordination with local resettle-
ment agencies. 

“California has long been a bea-
con for international refugees 
seeking safety and a better life,” 
Rendon said. “But adjusting to a 
new culture poses an incredible 
challenge for thousands of people. 
The Legislature has already pro-
posed funding to support Afghan 
refugees. With this modest but 
important step, we can help ensure 
that refugees fleeing Afghanistan 
have the tools they need to suc-
cessfully rebuild their lives in 
California.” 

State provides help to Afghan refugees
Mayor Eric Garcetti on Sept. 9 

announced the second phase of and 
additional funding for Homekey, a 
state program that aims to acquire 
and convert existing buildings to 
permanent supportive housing, and 
the opening of the Whitsett West 
Tiny Homes Village, which will pro-
vide 77 tiny homes and 150 beds to 
unhoused Angelenos. 

“The pandemic has reinforced 
what we have long known: the only 
way to end the homelessness crisis is 
with more affordable, long term and 
quality housing,” Garcetti said. 
“Creative and lasting solutions like 
the Homekey program and this tiny 
home village will help meet the 
immediate and critical need for 
housing today, while giving our 
unhoused neighbors a path to a per-
manent place to call home tomor-
row.” 

Last year, through $120 million in 
State Homekey grants and $60 mil-
lion of the city’s own funds, officials 
were able to purchase 15 sites across 
Los Angeles to turn into 744 perma-
nent supportive housing units for 
Angelenos experiencing homeless-

ness.  
Using this year's state budget sur-

plus, Gov. Gavin Newsom and the 
Legislature appropriated an addi-
tional $2.75 billion for additional 
Homekey acquisitions as a part of a 
$12 billion state commitment to 
homelessness.  

Following the  commitment, 
Garcetti announced the opening of 
the Whitsett West Tiny Homes 
Village. Each tiny home has a bed, 
shelving, full A/C and heating, and 
access to storage for pets and addi-
tional belongings. Services at the vil-
lage will include three meals per day, 
social services and counseling, as 
well as staffers dedicated to connect-
ing residents to permanent housing. 
There are also showers, restrooms 
and a laundry facility on site. 

The announcement, which was 
made possible through a partnership 
with Caltrans and a combination of 
state and federal funding, marks the 
opening of the city’s seventh tiny 
home village. The shelter will be run 
by Hope of the Valley Rescue 
Mission, and clients are expected to 
begin moving in on Sept. 21. 

The Los Angeles County 
Department of Arts and Culture 
has announced that artist, author 
and community organizer 
Patrisse Cullors has joined its 
Arts Commission, the L.A. 
County Board of Supervisors’ 
longstanding advisory body for 
the arts.  

The commission seats 15 
members who are chosen to rep-
resent each of the five districts in 
the county. Cullors was appoint-
ed by Sup. Holly Mitchell, 2nd 
District. 

Cullors is a bestselling author, 
educator, artist, abolitionist and 
co-founder and former executive 
director of Black Lives Matter 
Global Network, an international 
organization that grew out of the 
Black Lives Matter movement 
that she began in 2013. 

She has led multiple Los 
Angeles-based organizations, 

including Dignity and Power 
Now, JusticeLA and Reform LA 
Jails. She co-founded the 
Crenshaw Dairy Mart, an artist 
collective and gallery in 
Inglewood. 

As the faculty director of 
Arizona’s Prescott CollegeSocial 
and Environmental Arts Practice 
program, Cullors developed a 
curriculum focused on the inter-
section of art, social justice and 
community organizing that is the 
first of its kind in the nation. In 
2020, Cullors signed an overall 
production deal with Warner 
Brothers, which she intends to 
use to uplift Black stories, talent 
and creators that are transform-
ing the world of art and culture. 

“Art is a powerful tool in help-
ing to connect, envision and cre-
ate a better world,” Mitchell said. 
“Patrisse has demonstrated her 
understanding of this and has 

experience using various medi-
ums of art and community 
engagement to inspire and create 
change. Patrisse shares my com-
mitment to equity and justice and 
will use her creativity to make 
arts and culture more accessible 
for residents throughout the 
Second District. I look forward 
to working with her as one of our 
arts commissioners in ensuring 
that all communities are uplifted 
and empowered by the arts.” 

Cullor said she is invested and 
committed to “weaving commu-
nity solidarity” in the district.  

“We can create meaningful 
change by investing in our imag-
inations and collective skills, 
give dollars towards beautifying 
our communities with art that is 
for us and by us, and continue to 
educate and amplify what justice 
can look at if we first invest in 
ourselves,” she said.  

Cullors joins county arts commission

Patrice Cullors has joined the L.A. County Arts Commission.
photo by Brynn Mechem

Homekey funding incoming
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Democratic California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom will remain in 
office after voters resoundingly 
rejected an effort to recall him on 
Sept. 14. 

More than 70% of voters in Los 
Angeles County cast ballots against 
the recall compared to 29% who 
voted to remove the governor. The 
tally in Los Angeles County as of 
noon on Sept. 15 was 1,598,140 
people voting for Newsom to 
remain in office, and 657,584 vot-
ing in favor of the recall. 

“California voted NO on the 
recall and YES to … Science. 
Women’s rights. Immigrant rights. 
The minimum wage. The environ-
ment. Our future,” Newsom said in 
a statement posted on social media 
after defeating the recall campaign. 
“We rejected cynicism and bigotry 
and chose hope and progress. 
Thank you, California. Now let’s 
get back to work.” 

Voters were asked to select a can-
didate to replace Newsom if he was 
recalled, and Republican candidate 

Larry A. Elder received the most 
votes of the 46 candidates in the 
race. Elder garnered 498,173 votes 
in Los Angeles County, or just over 
44% of the total number of votes 
among replacement candidates, 
according to the Los Angeles 
County Registrar-Recorder/County 
Clerk’s office. 

“Let’s be gracious in defeat,” he 
told supports at an election night 
rally. “We may have lost the battle, 
but we are going to win the war.” 

Elder has vowed to challenge 
Newsom again during the gover-
nor’s reelection campaign next 
year. Newsom has already created a 
campaign website outlining his 

positions. 
Newsom garnered support from 

top Democrats including President 
Joe Biden and Vice President 
Kamala Harris. Local voters also 
appeared to strongly back the gov-
ernor, and long lines could be seen 
at polling places on Tuesday, 
including a vote center at Plummer 
Park in West Hollywood. 

The Los Angeles County 
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk’s 
is still counting votes and had not 
released totals by precinct or com-
munity as of press time. Mail in 
ballots are still being counted, and 
the deadline for the recall election 
to be certified is Oct. 14. 

Lines formed outside of a polling place at Plummer Park in West 
Hollywood. 

photo by Edwin Folven

Voters show strong support for Newsom

AIDS Healthcare Foundation on 
Sept. 8 mourned the passing of noted 
AIDS activist and openly gay Black 
preacher the Rev. Carl Bean, an icon 
in the fight against stigma and dis-
crimination in communities of color. 

Early in the AIDS pandemic, AHF 
named one of its three AIDS hos-
pices in honor of Bean. AHF operat-
ed the 25-bed Carl Bean House in the 
West Adams District of South Los 
Angeles from 1992 to February 
2006, when it ceased providing hos-
pice services at the site due to 
decreasing need. At the time of its 
closure, it was the only AIDS hos-
pice and 24-hour residential 
HIV/AIDS nursing care facility in 
Los Angeles, and more than 3,000 
people lived there. 

“Archbishop Carl Bean was my 
brother in the struggle for the last 35 
years,” AHF President Michael 
Weinstein said. “We marched 
through the fire together during the 
height of the pain and the dying. 
Regardless of the pressures that 
could have divided us, we were 
always there for each other. An irre-
placeable part of our history is retired 
with his death. However, a small 
piece of his legacy of service lives on 
at the Carl Bean House, which start-
ed as a hospice and still serves today 
as sacred ground and a place of heal-
ing. Rest in the peace, you richly-
earned dear friend and comrade.” 

AHF board member Cynthia 
Davis said she was “deeply sad-
dened” by Bean’s passing but 
thanked him for his dedication to 
marginalized populations. 

“I remember walking door to door, 
canvasing the neighborhood to 
inform the community about what 
we intended with Carl Bean House 
in order to get buy-in from the com-
munity for what ultimately turned 
out to be a remarkable facility named 
for a remarkable individual,” she 
said. 

Now, a state-of-the-art AHF 
Healthcare Center is located on the 
premises on Adams Boulevard just 
west of Western Avenue. In addition, 
the Carl Bean campus is also home 
to In The Meantime Men’s Group, 
an organization that “has been on the 
forefront of creating an environment 
that supports, empowers and edu-
cates black, gay, same gender-loving 
and bisexual men in Los Angeles 
County. 

Rev. Carl Bean 
remembered

https://farmersmarketla.com


Metro has announced that the 
next lunchtime webinar with infor-
mation on the Metro Purple Line 
Extension will be held on 
Wednesday, Oct. 6, at noon, via 
Zoom. Participants can call 
(888)788-0099 or visit 
zoom.us/j/93705485587#success 
and use the meeting ID: 937 0548 
5587.  

Work is ongoing at many loca-
tions along the route between the 
Wilshire/Western and 
Westwood/VA Hospital subway sta-
tions. Piling work is being conduct-
ed through Oct. 1 on the north side-
walk of Wilshire Boulevard 
between Gayley and Veteran 
avenues. The piles are steel beams 
that will support the walls of the 
future Westwood/UCLA subway 
station.  

Farther east, crews are installing 
geotechnical instruments along 
Wilshire Boulevard in Beverly Hills 
to monitor impacts caused by con-
struction and tunneling. Ten-foot 
poles with geotechnical instruments 
will be temporarily installed on pub-
lic sidewalks and will be in place for 
approximately one month before 
being removed and relocated. Each 
pole’s installation and removal will 
require intermittent traffic lane and 
sidewalk closures. Sidewalks will 
continue to be accessible once poles 
are in place. The instrumentation 
work is expected to last through 
Nov. 21.  

Crews are also working in the 
area near Wilshire/La Cienega, 
where the tunneling machines from 
the first section of the subway pro-
ject from Wilshire/Western to 
Wilshire/La Cienega are being 
removed. Disassembly and removal 
of the machines is being done in sec-
tions. Gale Drive will be intermit-
tently closed north of Wilshire 
Boulevard when trucks are remov-
ing sections of the machines.  

Concrete pouring and material 
deliveries are also still occurring at 
the Wilshire/Fairfax and 
Wilshire/La Brea subway stations. 
Appendage structures that house 
subway systems are being construct-

ed and lane closures may also be 
necessary near the subway stations.  

For questions and concerns about 
the Purple Line Extension project, 

call the 24-hour project hotline at 
(213)922-6934, email the project 
team at purplelineext@metro.net, or 
visit metro.net. 
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Changes coming to West Hollywood’s east side 

photo by Brynn Mechem   

A community garden is planned for an empty lot at the intersection of 
Detroit Street and Lexington Avenue. 

 “I am yet too young to understand that God is any respecter of per-
sons. I believe that to have interfered as I have done … in behalf of 
His despised poor, was not wrong, but right. Now, if it is deemed nec-
essary that I should forfeit my life for the furtherance of the ends of 
justice, and mingle my blood further with the blood of my children, 
and with the blood of millions in this slave country whose rights are 
disregarded by wicked, cruel and unjust enactments, I submit: so let it 
be done!”  

 
Last speech to the court [Nov. 2, 1859]  
  
“This is a beautiful country.”  
 
Remark as he rode to the gallows, seated on his coffin [Dec. 2, 

1859]  
  
 
John Brown  
1800-1859  
Brown was an American abolitionist leader, first reaching promi-

nence for his abolitionism in Bleeding Kansas. He was eventually 
captured and executed for inciting a slave rebellion at Harpers Ferry.   

  
 
 
*Source Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations 

Notable Quotes

photo courtesy of Metro 

Crews are preparing the walls and deck at the Wilshire/Fairfax subway 
station prior to concrete being poured.

A community garden, a new dog 
park and increased traffic safety 
measures are among several 
changes coming to the east side of 
West Hollywood, city leaders said 
at a community update meeting on 
Sept. 1.   

“There’s a lot of exciting pro-
jects that are going to be happening 
on the east side,” assistant city 
manager Oscar Delgado said. 
“We’re eager to get them under-
way.”   

Drivers can expect several 
changes within the next few 
months, traffic engineer Richard 
Garland said, as the city undertakes 
efforts to increase pedestrian and 
vehicular safety on east side road-
ways.   

First, the city will wrap up an 
effort to replace lights in 2,200 
street poles with LED bulbs. The 
new bulbs provide enhanced street 
lighting and cut the city’s street 
electricity consumption by about 
50%, Garland said.   

To improve pedestrian safety, in-
roadway warning lights will be 
added to two crosswalks without a 
traffic signal to notify drivers when 
pedestrians are crossing. The addi-
tions will be installed along Santa 
Monica Boulevard at Greenacre 
Avenue and Poinsettia Place.   

City staff also planned the instal-

lation of two new traffic signals at 
the intersections of Poinsettia Place 
and Fountain Avenue and 
Spaulding Avenue and Santa 
Monica Boulevard.  

Additionally, modifications will 
be made to the traffic signal at 
Fountain Avenue and Santa 
Monica Boulevard to allow pedes-
trian walk signals that are parallel 
to vehicular signals to illuminate a 
few seconds before drivers are 
given a green light.  

“This will allow pedestrians to 
get a head start on crossing the 
street, which will make it much 
safer for them,” Garland said.   

Through the city’s 2017 pedes-
trian and bicycle mobility plan, the 
neighborhood between Willoughby 
Avenue, Gardner Street and Vista 
Street was identified for a priority 
project. With the installation of a 
temporary traffic diverter and curb 
extensions, city staff hopes to min-
imize neighborhood cut-through 
traffic and slow down local traffic 
to provide a safer pedestrian envi-
ronment.   

Lastly, city staff will install dec-
orative lanterns across Santa 
Monica Boulevard between North 
Vista Street and La Brea Avenue. 
The lanterns can be programmed 
with various colors for special 
events or holidays.   

“There are lots of road improve-
ment projects in the works that res-

a potential permanent dog park.   
Finally, the city will add a tempo-

rary community garden at Detroit 
Street and Lexington Avenue. A 
community garden was previously 
located on the lot, but it closed in 
late 2017 for the development of 
private housing, which has since 
been delayed.   

The garden, which will be in 
place for 24 months until the devel-
opment undergoes construction, 
will feature raised garden beds and 

community plots.   
“I’m really excited about a lot of 

the improvements, particularly the 
community garden,” West 
Hollywood resident William 
Seegmiller said. “I’ve been looking 
forward to that coming back every 
time I’ve driven past that plot.”   

The garden will be installed by 
the end of October or early 
November. Those interested in a 
plot can email 
recreation@weho.org.  

Showcasing  
the finest  
collection of  
men’s clothing  
in a unique  
environment  
for an  
exceptional  
experience

259 South Beverly Dr. 
Beverly Hills 310.278.0040 
malibuclothes.com

Celebrating our  
75th year!

By Brynn mechem                 

Work remains steady on Purple Line subway project 

Last week, patrons eating at La 
Creme Restaurant on Melrose 
were robbed at gunpoint.  [On 
Aug. 11], an employee of the 
Shoe Palace on Melrose was shot 
and killed. Last July, a victim of 
an armed robbery in a parking lot 
on Melrose was forced to shoot 
two men armed with guns.  

A television reporter stated 

that the LAPD doesn’t appear to 
have a plan to deal with the cri-
sis.  My calls to Councilmember 
Paul Koretz’s office have been 
ignored while the Melrose busi-
ness community continues to be 
under siege.  

Koretz is leaving office next 
year and no longer appears to be 
interested in representing our 
community and assuring that we 
are protected.  

  
Robert Cherno  
Fairfax District 

Crime in Melrose 
District continues 
unabated

Letters to the Editor

idents will be happy to see imple-
mented fairly soon,” Garland 
said.   

Aside from enhanced traffic 
measures, the city will begin sever-
al short-term transformations at 
Plummer Park. After being delayed 
by the pandemic, staff within the 
next month will determine what 
conservation and preservation 
efforts could be made at Fiesta Hall 
and Great Hall/Long Hall.   

A consultant will estimate the 
cost of proposed improvements 
and bring a plan for restoration 
before the City Council.  

“This effort is to ensure that the 
documented and character-defin-
ing features and essence of these 
facilities are going to be restored 
and cared for,” said Ric Abramson, 
urban design and architecture stu-
dio manager.   

Additionally, the city will carve 
out a portion of the park for a tem-
porary dog play area. Abramson 
said the city is considering a portion 
of the park along Vista Street near 
the tennis courts for the dog area.   

After the temporary work begins, 
staff will begin discussing long-
term updates to Plummer Park. A 
community-based advisory board 
will be formed to determine plans 
for general park improvements and 

https://www.malibuclothesbh.com


First-In Fire Foundation presi-
dent Lyn MacEwen Cohen 
placed flags on Sept. 11 next to a 
stone marker installed in 2008 in 
the park surrounding the La Brea 
Tar Pits commemorating victims 
of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks. The marker also honors 
the pilots, crew and passengers of 
American Airlines Flight 77, 
which was hijacked and flown 
into the Pentagon.  

Flight 77 was piloted by Capt. 
Charles Burlingame and includ-
ed a group of students and teach-
ers who were headed to a natural-
ist field trip on Santa Cruz Island. 
Brad Burlingame, brother of the 
pilot, was a Miracle Mile resi-
dent.  

The milestone is part of a 
memorial tree grove planted by 
the community. Eleven memorial 
trees specifically represent each 
student and teacher aboard Flight 
77, Cohen said. Two additional 
trees represent a firefighter and 
officer, she added.  

Cohen, who is also co-presi-
dent of Miracle Mile Civic 
Coalition, said it is important to 
remember those who perished 
during the terrorist attacks.  

“May we never forget 9/11 and 
how we transform our deep sor-
row into what is most touching 
and beautiful in the words, united 
we stand,” Cohen said. 
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  Los Angeles city officials cut the 
ribbon on the new permanent head-
quarters of the Civil + Human 
Rights and Equity Department on 
Sept. 13.  

Commonly referred to as L.A. 
Civil Rights, the department was 
launched in July 2020 to address 
discrimination, racism and inequity 
in the city. Its new home is located 
in the L.A. Mall at 201 N. Los 
Angeles St., Ste. 6, a block from 
City Hall. The remodeled space was 
transformed into a modern facility 
that includes the John Lewis 
Conference Center, where the Los 
Angeles Human Rights 
Commission and the Los Angeles 
Reparations Commission will con-
vene. The new center also includes 
offices for employees investigating 
reports of civil rights abuses and a 
walk up counter where people can 
report alleged civil rights violations 
in person. The department enforces 
the city’s laws prohibiting discrimi-
nation in employment, housing and 
the private sector.  

“This office spans three former 
retail spaces in the Los Angeles 
Mall and it’s on the ground floor 
because we wanted it to be close 
and accessible to the community,” 
said Capri Maddox, executive 
director of the Civil + Human 
Rights and Equity Department. 
“This space belongs to all 
Angelenos. We know that people 
are going to be coming here on their 
worst days, on some of their tough-
est days. They may have just suf-
fered an incident of hate or discrim-
ination and it’s important for us to 
have an environment to help people 
become whole. This is a place 
where people can find justice, this is 
a space where people can make 
change and this is a place where 
progress will be made.”  

Mayor Eric Garcetti attended the 
grand opening as well as Los 
Angeles City Attorney Mike Feuer, 
Los Angeles Controller Ron 
Galperin and City Council members 
Mitch O’Farrell, Paul Koretz, Mark 
Ridley-Thomas and Nithya Raman.   

“Everyone in L.A. deserves to be 
treated with dignity and to be pro-
tected from discrimination, and 

those values are at the center of 
everything we do at City Hall,” 
Garcetti said. “Capri is an outstand-
ing leader and this new space pro-
vides L.A. Civil Rights with even 
greater opportunities to pursue jus-
tice and work to improve the lives 
of all Angelenos.”  

“[This] marks a significant mile-
stone in the city’s continuing work 
to address inequity and create 
opportunities for all our communi-
ties,” Feuer said. “We must commit 
ourselves to ensuring fairness and 
justice for every Angeleno. Only 
then will L.A. truly fulfill the hope 
and promise of the 21st century.”  

The opening was interrupted 
briefly by a handful of demonstra-
tors who booed when Garcetti was 
introduced and shouted when the 
public officials spoke. Some carried 
signs that criticized the city’s spend-
ing on the police department’s bud-
get and work being done to address 
homelessness.  

“L.A. is the most racist city west 
of the Mississippi thanks to 
Garcetti,” one demonstrator yelled. 
“L.A. is the new Mississippi.”  

After city officials and depart-
ment staff cut the ribbon, they went 
inside the John Lewis Conference 
Center to conclude their opening 
remarks.  

“This is a day for justice and 
equity,” Maddox said. “This is the 
John Lewis Conference Center, 
named after a great hero, and he 
reminds us to get into good trouble. 
We are here to make a difference. 
The work that we will do in these 
rooms will allow us to lift people 
out of poverty, lift people out of 
homelessness, to prevent some of 
the systemic racism that has chal-
lenged so many for so long.”  

Galperin said the demonstrators 
who gathered outside illustrated 
why the Civil + Human Rights and 
Equity Department is so important 
in its role of combatting racism and 
hate. Since its inception, the depart-
ment has launched the L.A. for All 
campaign, an anti-hate campaign 
translated into 17 languages and 
displayed on more than 4,000 signs 
throughout the city, and the 
RENEW (Racial Equity and Newly 
Empowered Workplaces) Task 
Force, which brings representatives 

of the private sector together to pro-
mote racial equity in workplaces.  

“I am very, very proud of this 
city, and very proud of [the] many 
people who have been behind creat-
ing this department. The [demon-
strators] this morning really high-
light why we need it so much,” 
Galperin said. “It’s a reminder of … 
the many divisions we still have in 
our nation, our world and even 
locally, and the need to bring people 
together to talk to each other. The 
need to understand what all of the 
inequities are and how to address 
them is even more pronounced. It’s 
a reminder to us of why we need 
this department more than ever.”  

L.A. Civil Rights department celebrates new home 

photo by Edwin Folven 

Capri Maddox, executive director of the Civil + Human Rights and Equity 
Department, was joined by Controller Ron Galperin, left, Councilwoman 
Nithya Raman, City Attorney Mike Feuer, Mayor Eric Garcetti and 
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell at the grand opening ceremony.

By edwin folven                 

First-in Fire Foundation pays  
tribute to victims of 9/11 

photo courtesy of Lyn MacEwen Cohen  

First-In Fire Foundation presi-
dent Lyn MacEwen Cohen com-
memorated victims of 9/11 at a 
memorial in the Miracle Mile.

https://www.bhtota.org
http://templelivestream.com
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With this ad only through 9/21/2021 

6333 W. Third St. 323.938.5131  
www.marcondas.com 

Family Owned in the  
Original Farmers Market for 80 Years

Piedmontese Boneless 
Rib Eye Steak 
 $19.98/lb. 

reg. $24.99/lb. 

National 
Cheeseburger at 
Messhall Kitchen  

On Sept. 18, in honor of Smokey 
Robinson’s live show at The 

Greek Theater, Messhall Kitchen is 
crafting a smoky cocktail and juicy 
burger pairing. The legendary Mess 
Burger drips with a generous 
amount of house-made smoky 
sauce, caramelized onions, cheddar 
and pickles on a soft brioche bun. 
4500 Los Feliz Blvd., (323)660-
6377.  

 

Flower Burger 
vegan cheeseburger  

For those looking for a vegan 
option on National 

Cheeseburger Day, Flower Burger 
makes an all-natural, vegan rain-
bow burger. Add their signature 
potato wedges to the meal. Order 

through their website, flowerburg-
er.us, for delivery, pickup or dining 
at their ghost kitchen. The kitchen 
is open 11:30 a.m. to 10:30 
p.m. 6029 1/2 Venice Blvd., 
(323)452-9228.  

  

HauteMess  
cheeseburger   

 

The European-inspired market 
and cafe HauteMess is grilling 

The Mess Burger to celebrate 
National Cheeseburger Day. It’s 
made with a signature blend beef 
patty, fresh tomato, cheddar cheese, 
lettuce, caramelized onions and 
bacon aioli. 7673 Beverly Blvd., 
(323)621-4556.   

  

Oktoberfest 
at Wirtshaus   

 

Wear your best Oktoberfest out-
fit to the local German restau-

rant as it kicks off the fun 3 p.m. on 

Sept. 18. Wirtshaus will serve beers 
from their ceremonial Oktoberfest 
kegs to seated guests who purchase 
an entrée. Diners can drink for free 
until the kegs run dry. 345 N. La Brea 
Ave., (323)931-9291.  

  

Oktoberfest returns  
to Rasselbock in 
Culver City  

 

Wear your lederhosen or 
dirndls this weekend at 

Rasselbock. Specializing in 
German food with a modern twist, 
the restaurant serves more than 35 
freshly-tapped German and 
Belgian beers. Other beverages 
include a selection of haus cock-
tails and German and Californian 
Wines. Oktoberfest kicks off is 
at 3 p.m. on Sept. 
18, when the restaurant will 
offer a free ceremonial stein to 
seated guests who purchase an 
entrée. Enjoy live traditional 
German music on weekends 
throughout the celebration, as well 
as Oktoberfest décor and give-
aways. Festivities will run through 
Oct. 30. 3817 Grand View Blvd.,  
Culver City. (310)439-2938.  

View Emmy Awards 
at Fairmont Miramar  

 

On Sept. 19, watch this year’s 
Emmy Awards show while sip-

ping a themed Golden Statue cock-
tail at Fairmont Miramar. This spe-
cial cocktail blends orange and 
turmeric-pressed juice, lemon, gin-
ger beer and vodka, before garnish-
ing with an orange twist. The view-
ing party will be held in the newly-
renovated lobby lounge, which will 
also offer a selection of farm-to-
table small plates, including crispy 
calamari, chilled shrimp cocktail 
and market oysters. 101 Wilshire 
Blvd., (310)576-7777.  

  

Hangar 1 Smoke 
Point Vodka   

 

Hangar 1 collaborated with 
Crimson Wine Group to use 

last year’s smoke-tinged wine 
grapes from the California wildfires 
to turn Napa Valley Malbec and 
Merlot grapes into vodka, offering 
an aroma of fruit, cinnamon and all-
spice. The limited-edition bottle is 
available at the Hangar 1 Distillery 

in Alameda, as well as restaurants 
and liquor stores throughout 
California for $50. It’s also avail-
able across the country at reserve-
bar.com. Hangar 1 Smoke Point 
Vodka is donating proceeds to the 
California Fire Foundation. 2505 
Monarch St., (510)871-4950.  

  

LA Tequila Fest   
 

On Sept. 25, Tequila enthusiasts 
will have the opportunity to 

enjoy more than 40 tequila brands 
while benefitting the Andrés y 
María Cárdenas Family Foundation. 
The third-annual event will be held 
at Los Angeles State Historic Park. 
For more than 23 years, the AMCFF 
has provided scholarships to stu-
dents who personify the values of 
hard work, perseverance and a com-
mitment to community. Each year, 
AMCFF gives between 30-40 
scholarships, which equates to more 
than $1.3 million. The LA Tequila 
Fest will also include live perfor-
mances by Jena Red and Stephanie 
Loayza, L.A.’s top female DJs. The 
event is from 2:30-6:30 p.m. Tickets 
start at $65 for tastes of premium 
tequila and mezcal brands. For 
information, visit latequilafest.com. 
1245 N. Spring St., (323)441-8819.  

Break the Fast at Du-par’s!

Enjoy a stack of  Pancakes served with 
melted butter and maple syrup. 

A classic Cheeseburger & Fries 
with a soft drink and a slice of pie 

In the Original Farmers Market  
3rd & Fairfax  

(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447  
 Frances@dupars-psr.com 

Follow us on 
 Instagram

Dine-In,  
Take Out &  

Delivery 

Break the Fast at Du-par’s!

Smoked Salmon Plate 
with bagel, cream cheese, tomatoes

Bacon & Eggs  
with Hashbrowns

RESTAURANT NEWS 
by Jill Weinlein

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
https://marcondas.com
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Mandarin Oriental Hotel
Group has announced an agree-
ment to brand and manage 54 lux-
ury residences located on Wilshire
Boulevard in Beverly Hills that
are scheduled to open in 2022. 

Mandarin Oriental Residences,
Beverly Hills, at 9200 Wilshire
Blvd. is the group’s first residen-
tial-only projects on the West
Coast. The homes will offer a
unique lifestyle encompassing the
comforts of a private home com-
bined with the legendary service
of Mandarin Oriental.  

The mid-rise property will
encompass 54 residences, all with
outdoor space, and impeccably
crafted interiors and furnishings
curated by the acclaimed 1508
London design studio. Residents
will enjoy a range of private facil-
ities, including a fitness and well-
ness center with a variety of spa
and beauty treatments, a high-end
beauty salon, library and lounge,
plus a rooftop swimming pool,
complete with poolside cabanas
and adjacent bar and lounge.  

Michelin-starred Chef Daniel
Boulud will also make his West

Coast debut, taking the helm of the 
property’s ground-floor restaurant 
and rooftop lounge and bar, while 
also offering an array of exclusive 
in-home dining experiences.  

Mandarin Oriental Residences, 
Beverly Hills, is a joint venture 
between SHVO and Deutsche 
Finance America.  

“We are delighted to partner 
again with SHVO on our 
first residences project on the 

West Coast and look forward to 
extending Mandarin Oriental’s 
brand and exemplary service to 
this desirable destination. 
The residences will offer own-
ers an exceptional lifestyle in a 
prestigious location, close to 
Rodeo Drive’s renowned shopping 
and entertainment choices,” said 
James Riley, group chief executive 
of Mandarin Oriental Hotel 
Group.

6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market 
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

NEW HOURS 
Open Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-6:30pm  

Sat. & Sun. 6am - 6:30pm

6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market 

Virgin  
Bacon Bloody Mary! 

Now  
serving! 

Also Available To Go!

in LOVE with our pancakes!

 
Griddle  

at home! 
Pancake Batter  
32 oz. - $11.95  
16 oz. $9.95 
+ melted butter  

& syrup

Pumpkin  
 
Cinnamon 
Apple 
 
Reese’s

Banana 
 
Blueberry 
 
Strawberry 
Nutella

photo courtesy of Mandarin Oriental Residences, Beverly Hills 

Chef Daniel Boulud will helm the rooftop lounge with a glimmering pool.

Mandarin Oriental to manage residences on Wilshire 

photo courtesy of Universal Studios Hollywood 

Halloween Horror Nights opens at 
Universal Studios   

 

“Halloween Horror Nights” at Universal Studios Hollywood is back 
with a vengeance, screaming onto the scene opening night to 

deliver Southern California’s most and immersive Halloween experience 
to guests. Featuring seven intense mazes, the return of its iconic Terror 
Tram, nightmarish scare zones and the award-winning hip hop dance 
crew, Jabbawockeez, “Halloween Horror Nights” continues on select 
nights through Sunday, Oct. 31. With the scariest experiecnes yet, like 
“The Haunting of Hill House,” “Universal Monsters: The Bride of 
Frankenstein Lives,” and “The Exorcist,” the scenes will thoroughly 
scare and amaze visitors. Tickets are available to purchase at holly-
wood.halloweenhorrornights.com. 100 Universal City Plaza, (800)864-
8377. 

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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Bourbon Steak offers 
scrumptious Sunday prime rib

by Jill Weinlein

“Every day we challenge our-
selves to be better than yesterday, it 
is our job to surprise and delight our 
guests — to give you what you 
never knew you always wanted,” 
Executive Chef Michael Mina 
states on his website, and dinner at 
Bourbon Steak does just that.   

Mina’s new prime rib roast din-
ner on Sundays is a wonderful sur-
prise, arriving at your table piping 
hot on a wood and cast-iron plat-
ter. A deep brown crust of Za’atar 
spices coats the outside, and the 
inside reveals a juicy, pink center, 
served with a spiced creme fraiche 
and shaved horseradish. A faint 
dry-aged aroma permeates the air. 
On some evenings the roast is 
served with Wagyu fat potatoes. 
However, the night we dined, a 
plump, warm baked potato with all 
the fixings was a comforting side 
dish.  

Chef Mina is a celebrity chef 
who became a restaurateur and 
cookbook author. As the founder 
of the Mina Group, his restau-
rant management company oper-
ates more than 40 restaurants 
worldwide including in Seattle, 
San Francisco, Las Vegas, 
Miami, Scottsdale and 

Washington D.C. 
The luxurious dining room is 

filled with tables and roomy 
booths, and a black baby grand 
piano, which gets played every 
Wednesday through Saturday, sits 
near the large bar. The well-
trained servers delivered martinis 
with olives and glasses of red 
wine to diners enjoying their 
prime rib.  

Mina’s quote again rang true 
when a complimentary amuse 
bouche served on a beautiful wood 
tray arrived. French fries were 
double fried in duck fat and served 
with three dipping sauces — 
chipotle barbecue, garlic aioli and 
pickle-flavored ketchup. The fries 
were piping hot, crisp on the out-
side and soft in the center. The 
pickle ketchup was my favorite, 
offering a slightly sweet and sour 
profile.  

When our appetizer of a kale and 
quinoa salad arrived, I was amazed 
by how colorful it was with bright 
red cherry tomatoes, a generous 
handful on sunflower seeds, sliced 
radishes, sweet red peppers and 
avocado adorning the top. A light 
ginger vinaigrette glistened in the 
candlelight.  

Our server brought one of the 
restaurant’s new autumn dishes — a 
savory and rich gnocchi, topped 
with a bolognese made with the fatty 
and flavorful cuts of Wagyu beef.   

“The gnocchi is not a traditional 
one made with potatoes, but with 
flour, and it is very addictive,” the 
server said. Indeed, it was.  

Bourbon Steak offers a variety of 
Wagyu beef, including a 6-ounce 
Wagyu rib cap from Japan, an A5 
45-ounce Wagyu strip loin from 
Kentucky and a Black Hawk Farms 
boneless New York Strip from 
Australia.  

Bourbon Steak also offers high-
quality shellfish and seafood. The 

West Coast oysters arrive with
mignonette, and jumbo tiger
prawns are served with a gin-spiked
cocktail sauce. The half Maine lob-
ster is accompanied with a tongue-
tingling dijonnaise.  

Mina is known for his ahi tartare
with Asian pear, earthy pine nuts
and peppers.   

Three types of fresh fish are on
the menu. I ordered the miso-
glazed halibut on a bed of crunchy
black forbidden rice, with button-
size mushroom caps, Chinese long
beans tied in a knot and steamed
bok choy. Other fish dishes include
a Mediterranean Brandon and a
premium Verlasso salmon that is

mild and firm in texture, which 
offers a pleasing, buttery mouth-
feel.   

Duck lovers will enjoy the spring 
rolls filled with duck, ginger, chili, 
shiitake mushrooms, shiso peppers, 
scallions and cilantro.  

Guests looking to end on a sweet 
note can indulge in a molten choco-
late cake sundae with Luxardo 
cherries or a classic creme brûlée. 
We opted for a lighter peach and 
honey almond tart with creme 
fraiche.  

Bourbon Steak L.A.’s prime rib 
roast platter is $89 on Sundays 
from 5-9 p.m. $$$ 237 S. Brand 
Blvd,. (818)839-4130.  

photo by Jill Weinlein 

The Sunday Prime Rib platter is a popular entree for guests dining at Michael Mina’s Bourbon Steak LA.

Syd teams up 
with LA Phil 

Grammy-nominated artist Syd 
will make her Los Angeles 
Philharmonic and The Ford debuts 
with a free concert on Sept. 22.   

The previously announced 
Father John Misty with the LA Phil 
concerts scheduled for Sept. 22-23 
have been canceled.   

A Los Angeles native, Syd has 
been making music since she was 
15 years old. As a teen, she taught 
herself how to record, engineer and 
produce music.   

By 18 she had toured the world 
as a founding member of the music 
collective Odd Future, which has 
featured musicians Tyler, the 
Creator, Hodgy, Left Brain, Casey 
Veggies, the Super 3, Frank Ocean 
and Jasper Dolphin.  

Upon her return, she successful-
ly branched off to form The 
Internet with partner Matt 
Martians, releasing five major 
label albums for which she 
received multiple Grammy nomi-
nations.   

She has since created music with 
Beyoncé and Lil Uzi, and fashion 
with Valentino and Pharrell.    

The concert will be held at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 22, at The Ford.  

For tickets and information, 
visit theford.com/events. 

Center Theatre Group has 
selected participants for 
the 2021-2022 L.A. Writers’ 
Workshop, where local play-
wrights are invited to spend a year 
in residence at the company 
researching and writing new 
works with feedback from artistic 
staff and their fellow writers.  

The workshop, administrated by 
Center Theatre Group’s Artistic 
Department, is designed to foster 
new voices, inspire playwrights to 

create their best work, encourage 
bold writing and build relation-
ships among local playwrights, 
Center Theatre Group and the Los 
Angeles theatre community.   

Participants in the 2021-22 L.A. 
Writers’ Workshop include Jami 
Brandli, June Carryl, Jessica Ko, 
Penelope Lowder, Julie Taiwo 
Oni, Lisa Ramirez, Tisha Marie 
Reichle-Aguilera, Pia Shah, Judy 
Soo Hoo and DeLanna Studi.  

Playwrights were selected by 

Center Theatre Group’s artistic 
staff. Each year, the goal is to bring 
together Los Angeles playwrights, 
all of varying backgrounds and 
writing styles, with the intent on 
creating work that challenges audi-
ences and the surrounding theatre 
community. To be eligible, the 
writers must currently reside in Los 
Angeles and must either be starting 
work on a new play or interested in 
starting work on a new play.   

“We welcome these 10 play-
wrights, who are creating their art in 
Los Angeles, to join us this year in 
not only making new work, but to be 
a moral compass, guide and inspira-
tion, reminding us of our search for 

excellence in expression, and the 
ways in which we can do our work,” 
said associate artistic director Luis 
Alfaro. “Los Angeles is filled with 
great possibilities and here, we find 
first, 10 examples of excellent crafts-
people. They remind us that the 
future is female. They also represent 
the diverse communities of Los 
Angeles. We are humbled to wel-
come them into this institution, for 
this, is a writer’s theater.”   

The workshop is held through 
monthly meetings where the 10 
playwrights will come together to 
fuel the creative process and further 
the evolution of their work. During 
these meetings, the playwrights 

have the opportunity to lead cold 
readings, conduct improvisational 
exercises for scene development, 
discuss and deliberate relevant top-
ics and invite additional experts as 
needed.  

The residency will culminate in 
a festival at the Kirk Douglas 
Theatre featuring professional 
actors and directors presenting 
readings of the artists’ final work.   

In the 16 years since its found-
ing, the Writers’ Workshop com-
munity has grown to 113 play-
wrights, including Jennifer Haley, 
Dominque Morisseau, Qui 
Nguyen, Kemp Powers and Marco 
Ramirez.  

Center Theatre announces new 
writer’s workshop participants 

https://markettavernla.com
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What did I just watch? Again – 
and I can’t stress the importance of 
this question enough – what did I 
just watch? I expect James Wan, the 
horror master behind franchises like 
“Saw,” “The Conjuring” and 
“Insidious,” to scare the previous 
meal out of me, but the splat pack 
auteur’s latest fright fest 
“Malignant” carves out its own cor-
ner of madness.  

I don’t dare call it amazing, a 
work of art or the year’s best – not 
even close. The performers of this 
wonky brain teaser sport two left 
feet, tripping over anything resem-
bling a sincere moment. (I don’t 
have the heart to single anyone out.)  

But this B-movie with a bit of a 
budget is bold, bizarre and a bona 
fide original bouncing across the 
bloody horror bible. It’s sci-fi, 
supernatural, slasher and surrealist 
all stuffed into 111 gory minutes for 
audiences streaming HBO Max at 
home or braving the in-person 
experience.  

A bonkers intro, “Malignant” sets 
expectations high with a hospital 
throwback scene gushing with 
familiar tropes: a patient goes off 
the rails, kills staffers, declares mur-
derous intent via static radio comms 
– face askew until the third act.  

The mystery now set, we skip 
ahead almost three decades to 
Madison (Annabelle Wallis), whose 
life forever changes in the course of 
a few hours, attacked first by her 
husband (Jake Abel) and then 
something else. Officers Shaw 
(George Young) and Moss 
(Michole Briana White) respond to 
plenty of homicides around Seattle, 
but nothing is quite like this case 
and its peculiar connection to a 
series of murders.  

It all starts like an average ghost 
story, plenty of revenge killings 
abound. And if you know anything 
about Wan’s films, his ghosts are a 
touch more aggressive. In lieu of 
slammed doors, thermostat manip-
ulation or sheet pulling for 45 min-

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures   

Annabelle Wallis is remarkable in James Wan’s new horror classic 
“Malignant,” which combines some of the best elements of his previous 
films. 

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures   

Madison Mitchell’s (Annabelle Wallis) experiences life-changing scares 
in “Malignant.” 

can’t help but love the ride for all its 
visceral delights and genre-honor-
ing absurdities.  

One particularly delightful ele-
ment: the music. Joseph Bishara’s 
(all the “Conjuring,” “Insidious” 
films, including spinoffs) score sat-
urates various sequences, setting 
tense moods that, like the story 
itself, rely on nostalgia.  

The star of the show, however, is 
the Pixies’ “Where Is My Mind?” 
I’ll forever remember when this 
song decorated the airwaves during 
the rise of a post-capitalist future in 
“Fight Club,” but an electronic, 
sans lyrics cover plays over kills 
and revelations alike.  

That iconic song and a remix of 

Celldweller’s “When Your Walls 
Fall” set the aesthetic tone on sever-
al occasions, perhaps outshining the 
original score, but these unique ver-
sions of each song don’t actually 
appear on the official film sound-
track, so delving in is the only way 
to know more.  

“Aquaman” proved Wan works 
well with light content – I’ll never 
forget the drumming octopus – but 
“Malignant” serves as a hybrid, the 
calumniation of his greatest hits: 
hyper violent, jump scares, thrilling 
chases and even full-blown action 
sequences. All that wrapped in a 
polished campy package. It might 
not work for everyone, but I can’t 
get it out of my head. 

‘Malignant’ drifts into B-movie madness 

utes, a gruesome murder kicks 
things off. The first act is actually 
unrelenting during those anxious 
witching-hour sequences, several in 
row.  

Then it switches gears, introduc-
ing a villain whose sartorial choices 
nod to Craven’s many “Nightmares” 
and “Screams.” What happens next 
is hard to explain, but the payoff 
only works if you catch the vide 
established in the opening scene. 
This is a throwback – an homage to 
those ridiculous horror films that 
crave bombastic resolution.  

A “Family Guy” cutaway gag 
explains the dilemma quite well: 
Stephen King pitches his next 
novel. “For my 307th book, this 
couple is attacked by … a lamp 
monster,” a King caricature says to 
a disinterested publisher, who 
claims he’s “not even trying” any-
more. Funny, sure, but hardly an 
honest assessment of a genre.  

The notion of horror as a shame-
less money grab is tired at this 
point. Wan might seem an easy tar-
get after helming seven horror flicks 
and producing 20, not including 
future projects. But if you love what 
you do, you never truly work, right?  

Some critics already call 
“Malignant” shameless, mediocre 
thanks to that acting. I concur. It 
certainly hurts the experience, but I 

Former governors pay tribute  
to political writer 

Two former California governors – Pat Brown, left, and Ronald 
Reagan – were shown in a photograph in the Aug. 23, 1973, issue of 
the Park Labrea News with Los Angeles Times political writer Carl 
Greenberg at the journalist’s retirement party. Greenberg was also a 
former Park La Brea resident. The accompanying article stated more 
than 1,000 people attended his retirement banquet at the Century 
Plaza Hotel. Greenberg was known for being singled out by Richard 
Nixon as the only reporter who covered him “fairly,” according to the 
Greater Los Angeles chapter of the Society of Professional 
Journalists, which offers the annual $1,500 Carl Greenberg Memorial 
Scholarship to a college student pursuing investigative or political 
reporting. For information, visit spjla.org. 

Petersen offers 
group tours

Tours for groups larger than 10 
people are back at The Petersen 
Automotive Museum.  

The museum, which was rated by 
CNN, Octane and Top Gear as “the 
world’s greatest automotive muse-
um,” offers 60-minute highlight 
tours of the museum and 90-minute 
tours in The Vault: Presented by 
Hagerty, as well as customizable 
experiences.   

Group tours had been canceled 
due to COVID-19, but can again be 
booked. Discounts on general 
admission are available for groups 
larger than 10.  

Each tour includes a close-up 
look at rare vehicles from around 
the world. A special exhibit, 
“Bond in Motion,” will open Sept. 
25. The exhibit features the largest 
official U.S. collection of vehicles 
featured in the James Bond film 
franchise. The exhibit celebrates 
the 60th anniversary of the 007 
films after “Dr. No” was released 
in 1962.  

Another featured exhibition 
includes cars from former 
Metallica band member James 
Hetfield’s bespoke collection. 
While the vast majority of collec-
tors acquire vehicles by purchas-
ing pre-existing examples, 
Hetfield elected instead to build 
his from scratch, channeling cre-
ativity often reserved for his music 
into the production of rolling 
sculptures.  

Entrance to the exhibitions is 
included with the purchase of a gen-
eral admission ticket or a Peterson 
Automotive Museum membership.   

For information, visit 
petersen.org or call (323)964-6397.  

http://www.vineamericanparty.com
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photo courtes of L.A. County Library 

Fourth grade student Eshan 
Jagdish had his design printed on 
bookmarks throughout the county. 

Library calling creative bookworms for design contest 
L.A. County Library is kicking 

off its 42nd Annual Bookmark 
Contest for kindergarten through 
12th grade students, which cele-
brates reading and creativity.   

For the contest, children are 
encouraged to use their imagina-
tion to draw, paint or design their 
own bookmark with a design of 
their choosing.   

Each of the library’s 85 loca-
tions will select one winner from 
four categories— kindergarten 
through second grade, third 
grade through fifth grade, sixth 
grade through eighth grade, and 
ninth through 12th grade — who 
will be recognized at their local 
library.   

The winning bookmarks from 
each library will be shared with 
the Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors, who will select 
countywide winners from each 
category that reside in their dis-
trict.  

Those winners will see their 

bookmark design professionally 
printed and distributed across all 
85 library locations.  

Children are free to draw any-
thing they wish, as long as they 
are original creations. No cartoon 
characters from movies or tv 
shows are allowed.   

Los Angeles County residents 
and school classes are welcomed 
to participate. One entry per artist 
is allowed.  

To participate, children can visit 
their local library to pick up an 
entry form, or download the form 
online.   

Entry forms can be submitted in 
person, by mail or online. 
Submissions must be received by 
Oct. 30 to be eligible for use in the 
competition.  

This year’s contest is sponsored 
by L.A. County Library 
Foundation and Union Bank.  

For information, visit 
lacountylibrary.org/bookmark-
contest.  

LA Board of Education commits 
to increased dual enrollment 
The Los Angeles Unified 

Board of Education committed 
to increasing access to dual 
enrollment programs in Local 
District East, ensuring that the 
highest-needs students receive 
support to successfully transition 
to college.   

The resolution, “Accelerating 
College Access, and Awareness, 
and Attainment through Dual 
Enrollment,” affirms that the dis-
trict will promote a college-going 
and completion culture, including 
inviting guest speakers from col-
lege and universities. 
Additionally, the resolution will 
support the Great Outcomes 
College Bridge Program.  

“Great Outcomes’ means 
increased access to college class-
es and support for our schol-
ars. The G.O. College Bridge 
early college program eliminates 

barriers and increases experi-
ences for our students during 
their high school program 
through dual enrollment,” said 
Board Member Mónica García, 
who co-sponsored the resolution. 
“We have great opportunity and 
great expectations to increase the 
great outcomes in our communi-
ty.”  

“I am excited to co-sponsor 
today’s resolution,” Board 
Member Tanya Ortiz Franklin 
said. “Dual enrollment supports 
high school students as they pur-
sue their educational aspirations 
by providing access and opportu-
nity to college-level coursework. 
My hope is to extend college 
awareness, access and attainment 
programs across our district, 
especially to communities that 
have historically been under-
served and underrepresented.” 

School resolution supports  
Afghan refugee families 

The Los Angeles Unified Board 
of Education unanimously 
approved and co-sponsored a reso-
lution promoting Hispanic 
Heritage Month through Oct. 15.   

With nearly 74% of Los Angeles 
Unified’s student population char-
acterizing themselves as Latino, 
the month is a time to honor the 
spirit and struggle for self-determi-
nation of the Latino community, 
district officials say.   

By adopting the resolution, the 
board and superintendent encour-
age all students, faculty, adminis-
trators and parents to commemo-
rate the historic, influential and 
cultural contributions of Latinos 
throughout the U.S.   

This resolution, initiated by Board 
Member Mónica García, was co-
sponsored by the rest of the board.  

“During Latinx Heritage Month, 
we honor the historical contribu-
tions, the vibrant cultures and the 

rich diversity of everyone with ori-
gins from Spanish-speaking coun-
tries in North America, Central 
America, South America and the 
Caribbean,” Interim Superintendent 
Megan K. Reilly said. “At Los 
Angeles Unified, nearly three-quar-
ters of our students identify as 
Latinx and we are excited to cele-
brate this important month.”  

"This time of reflection and 
celebration allows us to pay tribute 
to our beautiful culture, made up 
of diverse experiences, fluores-
cent colors, spicy and flavorful 
dishes, rich music, a love for learn-
ing and so much more,” Garcia 
said. “As the proud daughter 
of Mexican immigrants who 
met in Los Angeles Unified, I wish 
for all students to be learners and 
leaders in respecting and recogniz-
ing the strength of diversity in our 
multicultural, multiethnic and mul-
tilingual community” 

The Los Angeles Unified Board 
of Education voted on Sept. 15 to 
unanimously approve a resolution 
to support Afghan refugee fami-
lies.   

Written by Board Vice 
President Nick Melvoin, the reso-
lution also will reaffirm the dis-
trict’s commitment to welcoming 
students of all backgrounds and 
nationalities into school commu-
nities.  

“In thinking about the recent 
events unfolding in Afghanistan 
from the perspective of a school 
district, I wanted to see not just 
what we could say, but really what 
we could do to support Afghan 
refugee families coming to Los 
Angeles to build a new life,” 
Melvoin said. “More broadly, this 
is a moment to reflect and make 

sure that every newcomer student in 
LA Unified feels welcome, support-
ed and safe in our school communi-
ties.”  

The resolution also recognized 
the advocacy of California's 
congressional members, led by 
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-
Burbank), and aims to build on 
that work to open doors and wel-
come refugee families from 
Afghanistan.    

“Afghan students from around 
the world are experiencing anxiety 
and sadness as they watch and won-
der what will happen to their home, 

family and friends,” Interim 
Superintendent Megan Reilly said. 
“As leaders, we must walk along-
side them and support them in 
every way. Los Angeles Unified 
welcomes all students and we 
remain committed to providing 
them a safe place to learn, thrive 
and grow.”  

“Our school district has made a 
steadfast commitment to wel-
coming and supporting our immi-
grant families,” Board President 
Kelly Gonez said. “I’m happy to 
stand with my colleagues to reaf-
firm our support of refugees and 
newcomers fleeing the tragic 
events in Afghanistan. I’m confi-
dent they’ll find the stability, 
support and resources they need 
as we welcome them to our 
schools.” 

School communities celebrate  
Hispanic Heritage Month

https://www.kccla.org
https://www.immaculateheart.org
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Los Angeles Ballet returns to live performances
The Los Angeles Ballet will 

return to the stage for in-person per-
formances in its 2021-22 season.    

After the ballet’s 15th season 
was canceled due to COVID-19, 
performers will present crowd 
favorites such as “The Nutcracker” 
and “The Sleeping Beauty” in the 
ballet’s 16th season.   

“We are so thrilled to 
announce our return to theatres. 
We have missed our subscribers 
and supporters as much as they 
have missed seeing us on stage,” 
co-artistic director Colleen 
Neary said. “To celebrate, we are 
presenting a season filled with 
themes of joy, hope and love.”   

The season opens with LAB’s 
holiday tradition “The 
Nutcracker” set in 1913 California 
with a classic Spanish-style home 
with Mexican, Spanish and 
European influences. The Dolby 
Theatre performances will feature 
the LAB Orchestra led by conduc-
tor Andrea Quinn.   

In April 2022, LAB offers 
“Ghosts, Apollo and Bloom,” 
three works performed exclusively 
at The Broad Stage in Santa 
Monica.   

Contemporary choreographer 
Christopher Wheeldon makes his 
stage ethereal for “Ghosts,” pre-
senting a realm where ghosts man-
ifest in a dark watery playground. 
“Apollo,” one of George 
Balanchine’s best-loved works, 
depicts the young god of music 
visited by three muses. “Bloom” 
by choreographer Annabelle 
Lopez Ochoa is inspired by Puja, a 

worship ritual from Hinduism 
where flower offerings are laid out 
at the doorstep three times each 
day.  

LAB will present “The Sleeping 
Beauty” in June 2022. The cher-
ished fairytale is one of the most 
treasured ballets by Marius Petipa.   

“This season reflects Los 
Angeles Ballet’s resilience, ded-
ication and commitment to con-
tinue to bring the beauty of live 
ballet performances to L.A. 
audiences,” said Los Angeles 
Ballet board member Lori 
Milken.  “I am looking forward 
to enjoying performances with 
family and friends again, and to 
continue to watch LAB thrive 
and grow.”  

The ballet will resume its Power 
of Performance! outreach program 

that is committed ot providing a 
minimum of 10% of tickets to 
each performance free of charge to 
Los Angeles County’s under-
served communities. LAB part-
ners with 50 social service agen-
cies to hand out the tickets.   

“A dancer’s life becomes mean-
ingful and fulfilled when you per-
form live on stage and our dancers 
are overjoyed to be able to share 
that experience with audiences 
once again,” co-artistic director 
Thordal Christensen said.   

Full season subscriptions, two-
performance subscriptions and 
single-show tickets are on sale 
now. Early bird pricing for sub-
scriptions ends Sept. 30.   

For more information or to buy 
tickets, visit losangelesballet.org. 
or call (310)998-7782.  

photo courtesy of Reed Hutchinson  

The Los Angeles Ballet will return to the stage with performances of 
“The Nutcracker.”  

photo courtesy of Rhee Kibong  

Rhee Kibong’s “Wet Psyche—No Wind” is one of 78 works in the muse-
um’s Fondation Ink Collection.  

LACMA exhibition explores history 
of East Asian ink painting 

The Los Angeles County Museum 
of Art will present a new exhibit, 
“Ink Dreams: Selections from the 
Fondation INK Collection,” from 
Sept. 19 through Dec. 12.   

“Ink Dreams” explores how the 
spirit of ink translates to other 
mediums, global artists and con-
temporary times. Comprising 78 
works of photography, sculpture, 
video and painting, the exhibition 
proposes a new view of ink art for 
the contemporary era, one that 
incorporates qualities from the ink 
painting tradition and new adapta-
tions of traditional subject matter.   

The exhibition features the work 
of 53 artists from Asia, Europe and 
North America, including Chen 
Haiyan, Shirazeh Houshiary, Lin 
Tianmiao, Hiroshi Sugimoto, Xu 
Bing, and Yang Jiechang.  

Organized in three thematic sec-
tions – apparitions, meditations and 
dreamscapes – “Ink Dreams” refer-
ences trends within East Asian ink 
art history to create links between 
past and present ink practice.   

Apparitions includes works that 
use translucent layering and nega-
tive space or absence as important 
compositional elements. 
Meditations relates to both reli-

gious and non-religious meditation, 
and the use of repeated gestures and 
prolonged contemplation in art 
making. Dreamscapes features con-
temporary renderings of the imagi-
nary landscape, a frequent subject 
of historical East Asian ink painting 
that aims to depict the artist’s own 
inner landscape as opposed to a 
landscape found in nature.  

Ink Dreams is the first major pre-
sentation of work from the 
Fondation INK Collection, a 400-
piece collection of contemporary 
ink art that was promised to 
LACMA in 2018. Since the gift 
was announced, LACMA has bor-
rowed key works from the 
Fondation INK Collection for spe-
cial exhibitions.   

“We are thrilled to present this 
inaugural exhibition of work show-
casing the Fondation INK 
Collection,” curator Susanna 
Ferrell said. “Reflecting the larger 
collection, Ink Dreams offers a 
unique and novel understanding of 
contemporary ink art as a genre 
defined by soft qualities and com-
mon themes as opposed to one 
defined solely by the materials of 
ink and paper.”   

For information, visit lacma.org.  

Wallis gala will honor Beverly Hills
The grounds of the Wallis 

Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts will be trans-
formed into a sophisticated supper 
club and blazing nightclub for “The 
Wallis Delivers: Al Fresco Night.”  

The gala honors the city of 
Beverly Hills for its role in the cre-
ation and ongoing support of the 
performance venue. The fundraiser 
benefits The Wallis’ artistic, educa-
tion and outreach programs.  

The gala will be held at 6 p.m. on 
Friday, Sept. 24, on the Promenade 
Terrace. The soiree will include a 
dinner catered by Wally’s and enter-
tainment from Wallis Board 
Member Debbie Allen with 
acclaimed DJ Paris Hilton.   

Additionally, guests will enjoy 
performances by Grammy-nomi-
nated R&B singer Sheléa, soprano 
Camille Zamora accompanied by 
pianist Lucy Tucker Yates, and jazz 
pianist Connie Han. The nationally-
recognized John Burroughs High 
School Powerhouse Choir will add 
its energy to the festivities, sprin-
kled with video tributes from come-
dian and award-winning recording 
artist Sandra Bernhard and 
Grammy-nominated folk singer 
Rufus Wainwright.  

“The Wallis was created to engage 
our entire community in the per-
forming arts — to show that it can be 
a living, breathing presence in our 

daily lives,” said honorary chair 
Wallis Annenberg. “That’s why I’m 
so thrilled that we can gather safely 
to celebrate the stars above and 
amongst us, and to breathe a vibrant 
new life into The Wallis, too. I know 
this will be a very special evening — 
a renaissance, really, with great 
music and great company and a 
whole lot of heart.”  

“Al Fresco Night, which we are 
delighted to co-chair, promises to be 
an upbeat fun-filled event as people 
come together to celebrate The 
Wallis’ first in-person gala in more 
than 19 months,” event co-chairs 
Daphna Nazarian and Stepanie 
Vahn added. “It is particularly fitting 
that the event honors the city of 
Beverly Hills for its vision and fore-
sight to help transform its historic 
former post office into a state-of-
the-art performance venue that has 
become a cultural beacon for 
Beverly Hills and beyond.” 

Mayor Bob Wunderlich and mem-
bers of the Beverly Hills City Council 
are slated to attend and accept the 
honor being bestowed on the city.   

All guests, artists and staff must 
show proof of full 
vaccination. Single tickets to Al 
Fresco Night are $2,500 per person 
and patron sponsor packages are 
also available. For tickets and infor-
mation, visit thewallis.org/alfresco 
or call (310)746-4000. 

https://www.pilgrim-school.org
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This spring, anesthesiologist Dr. 
Jennifer Cutler was looking for-
ward to a weekend relaxing with 
her husband and two teenaged chil-
dren when she got the call – she 
was urgently needed to oversee 
anesthesiology for not one, but two, 
liver transplants at Cedars-Sinai. 

That weekend, surgeons from the 
Cedars-Sinai Comprehensive 
Transplant Center and Smidt Heart 
Institute performed 11 transplant 
surgeries in a single weekend. They 
performed one heart transplant, two 
liver transplants, two dual 

kidney/pancreas transplants and six 
kidney transplants (including one 
pediatric kidney transplant). 

"It was a busy weekend," said Dr. 
Irene Kim, co-director of the 
Comprehensive Transplant Center 
and associate professor of surgery. 
"But this is not unusual for our 
transplant teams, who are always 
prepared to help out, even if not on 
call." 

During fiscal year 2021, which 
ended June 30, the 
Comprehensive Transplant Center 
team completed 561 organ trans-

plants, compared with 516 in fis-
cal year 2020 and 523 in fiscal 
year 2019. The fiscal year 2021 
transplant surgeries included 278 
kidneys, 130 hearts, 108 livers, 34 
lungs, 10 dual kidney/pancreas 
and one pancreas. 

"Even in the face of the biggest 
pandemic in recent history, our 
team has stepped up to help patients 
who are critically in need," said Dr. 
Andrew Klein, Esther and Mark 
Schulman Chair in Surgery and 
Transplantation Medicine, co-
director of the Comprehensive 

Transplant Center and professor of 
surgery. "These numbers are a 
reflection of the daily hard work of 
so many dedicated individuals." 

Cedars-Sinai is employing some 
of the best techniques available, 
like the first-of-its-kind minimally 
invasive double-lung transplant 
surgery in Southern California, per-
formed by Pedro Catarino, MD, 
director of aortic surgery in the 
Smidt Heart Institute, and 
Dominick Megna, MD, surgical 
director of the Lung Transplant 
Program, in March. 

Dr. Andrew Klein is the Esther and 
Mark Schulman Chair in Surgery 
and Transplantation Medicine and 
co-director of the Cedars-Sinai 
Comprehensive Transplant Center. 

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

Cedars-Sinai sees increase in transplant surgeries

Scientists at Children’s Hospital 
Los Angeles have uncovered muta-
tions of the COVID-19 virus that 
have been recognized by the global 
scientific community and may 
explain why certain versions of the 
virus – like the Delta variant – are 
more contagious. 

“Genomic surveillance is criti-
cal,” said Dr. Xiaowu Gai, director 
of bioinformatics in the Center for 
Personalized Medicine at 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles. 
“This is the only tool we have to 
identify mutations. We can track 
these mutations to help guide pub-
lic health measures.”  

Gai and his colleagues have 
sequenced every COVID-19-posi-
tive sample they have received 
since the beginning of the pandem-
ic, totalling more than 3,000 sam-
ples. In addition to sequencing, 
Gai’s bioinformatics team analyzes 
the results for viral mutations, 
allowing them to identify existing 
and emerging variants to support 
CHLA’s contact tracing and genom-

ic epidemiology efforts to track 
transmission patterns. The team 
then shares findings with databases 
used to by investigators studying 
COVID-19 around the world. 

Working with Dr. Jennifer Dien 
Bard and colleagues in the 
Department of Pathology and  
Laboratory Medicine, Gai and his 
team have helped CHLA publish 
the results of multiple SARS-CoV-
2 studies, including the largest 
pediatric COVID-19 study of its 
time, which identified a potential 
link between certain mutations and 
severity of disease in children. 
Another publication demonstrated 
the effectiveness of public safety 
measures in limiting the spread of 
specific strains of the virus. 

Recently, investigators in the 
Center for Personalized Medicine 
analyzed more than 1.3 million 
SARS-CoV-2 genome sequences 
from global databases to trace the 
lineage of the Alpha variant, 
which emerged in the U.K. in 
September 2020. The Alpha vari-

ant rapidly became dominant, 
accounting for more than 90% of 
cases in Europe and nearly 60% of 
COVID-19 cases in the United 
States until the emergence of the 
Delta variant. 

The team’s most recent work 
reveals mutations in genes that 
affect the virus’s ability to bind to 
and infect human cells. One study 
identified a sub-lineage of the 
Alpha variant that became official-
ly recognized and named “Q.3.” in 
the internationally recognized 
SARS-CoV-2 classification system, 
Pangolin. The study was also 
included in the CDC’s COVID-19 
Genomics and Precision Public 
Health Weekly Update and cited by 
the Global Virus Network, an inter-
national resource portal for tracking 
SARS-CoV-2 mutations. 

One of the mutations they reported 
in the paper (called “M:I82T”) is 
now a recognized feature in the well-
known Delta variant. A second study 
identified the emergence of a muta-
tion that increased in frequency by 

more than a factor of 10 in the United 
States in just two months (February 
through April 2021). The team is 

carefully tracking the mutation for 
any signs that it may contribute to an 
emerging variant of concern. 

Dr. Xiaowu Gai, left, confers with Dr. Dien Bard at Children’s Hospital 
Los Angeles. 

photo courtesy of CHLA

CHLA researchers track  COVID-19 mutations

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center is 
moving its Beverly Hills Urgent 
Care clinic to a modern, updated 
facility on Sept. 18.  

The new space, located six 
blocks from the current clinic, is 
in the same building as other 
Cedars-Sinai services, including 
primary care. 

“We are excited to care for our 
patients in a new location that fea-
tures a sophisticated, calming design 
and a more efficient layout and 
workflow that lets us focus even 
more on our patients and makes for 
a better experience,” division chief 
Dr. Stacy Tarradath said. 

The new Beverly Hills Urgent 
Care office is located at 8767 
Wilshire Blvd., 2nd Floor.  It will 
be open seven days a week and 
offer all urgent care services for 
adult and pediatric patients. Walk-
ins are welcome, but patients can 
use Save My Spot on the Cedars-
Sinai website or app. Free on-site 
covered parking is available with 
validation for the duration of a 
visit. 

Urgent care remains a conve-
nient option for patients who need 
immediate help but are not expe-
riencing a medical emergency. 
Common examples of non-life-
threatening illnesses or injuries 
easily treated by urgent care are 
cuts and lacerations with con-
tained bleeding, ear infections, 
fever or chills, urinary tract infec-
tions and nausea, diarrhea and 
vomiting. 

For information, visit cedars-
sinai.org/urgentcare. 

Urgent care clinic 
changes locations

The Jewish Community 
Foundation of Los Angeles has 
announced that it has awarded $3.7 
million in grants to 45 local organi-
zations, including 22 Jewish non-
profits and 23 synagogues, as they 
recover from the pandemic. 

The number represents the largest 
amount and the greatest number of 
recipients ever awarded by the foun-
dation in a single grants cycle. 
Known as Reimagine Grants, the 
funding is in keeping with the foun-
dation’s comprehensive grants strat-
egy developed in response to 
COVID-19. 

For the second consecutive year, 
the institution has re-invented its 
annual grants programs to respond 
to pandemic-related needs of Los 
Angeles’ Jewish institutions.  These 
latest awards – combined with $8.3 
million in pandemic-related grants 
already awarded – bring total 
COVID-19 response and relief 
grantmaking to approximately $12 
million dispensed to nearly 100 
organizations since March 2020. 

The foundation developed the 
Reimagine Grants following consul-
tation with nonprofit professionals 
and fellow funders. They include 
new ways to identify issues and 
meet evolving constituent needs, 
address staff mental fatigue resulting 
from intensified job demands, and 
provide professional development 
for managing through crises. 

The grants will help nonprofits 
address issues and provide programs 
for children, youth and young 

adults, as well as people with dis-
abilities. They also assist with com-
munity health and wellness; diversi-
ty, equity and inclusion; and Jewish, 
Israeli and Holocaust education.  
The funding to 23 synagogues – 
including Wilshire Boulevard 
Temple, Temple Emanuel of 
Beverly Hills and Temple Israel of 
Hollywood – will support initiatives 
ranging from staff development to 
mental health and wellbeing. 

“Our newly created Reimagine 
Grants are a robust response to the 
pandemic and support Los Angeles-
area Jewish communal institutions 
as they adapt and transition into a 
new reality,” President and Chief 
Executive Officer Marvin I. 
Schotland said. “In response to the 
pandemic, we swiftly executed a full 
pivot of foundation institutional 
funding initiatives to address emerg-
ing and fast-changing needs. These 
newest grants, together with our ear-
lier COVID-19 Response Grants, 
reflect a 360-degree perspective to 
boost programs and initiatives doing 
critical work in our Jewish and gen-
eral communities. Years from now 
we may look back and say these ini-
tiatives were among the most innov-
ative, forward-looking grants the 
foundation ever made.” 

Established in 1954, the Jewish 
Community Foundation of Los 
Angeles manages charitable assets 
of more than $1.4 billion entrusted 
to it by over 1,300 families. For 
information, visit jewishfoundation-
la.org. 

Grants help Jewish nonprofits to 
continue serving the community

https://www.theagencyre.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
Sept. 5 
 
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
400 block of Canon. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 600 block of N. Doheny at 
2:48 a.m. 
 
At 7:40 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8800 block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of N. 
Maple at 9:40 a.m. 
 
At 1:05 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Camden and Brighton. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 300 block of N. Rexford at 6 
p.m. 
 
Sept. 6 
 
At 3:47 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 9400 
block of Brighton. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Camden 
and Wilshire at 6:49 a.m. 
 
At 6:21 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 9800 
block of Wilshire. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 300 block of S. La Cienega 
at 11:30 p.m. 
 
Sept. 7 
 
At 1:59 pm., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
9700 block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 9000 block of 
Wilshire at 4:38 p.m. 
 
At 8:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8500 
block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 9100 block of 
Charleville at 11 p.m. 
 
Sept. 8 
 
At 1:16 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 300 
block of N. Rodeo. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Wilshire 
and Beverly at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Sept. 9 
 
At 5:28 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 9500 
block of Olympic. 
 
Sept. 10 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 8600 block of 
Wilshire at 12:05 a.m. 
 
At 11:27 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a commercial theft 
in the 9700 block of Wilshire. 
 
Sept. 11 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-

tim near the corner of Robertson 
and Clifton at 1:48 a.m. 
 
At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 200 block 
of Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 400 block of N. 
Canon at midnight. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
Sept. 5 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 600 block 
of Robertson 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 8800 block of 
Santa Monica at 2 a.m. 
 
At 6:25 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 500 
block of Norwich. 
 
Sept. 6 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 8600 block of 
Burton at 4 a.m. 
 
At 10:43 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
9000 block of Beverly. 
 
Sept. 7 
 
At 3:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1000 
block of Havenhurst. 
 
Sept. 8 
 
At 12:08 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
1000 block of N. Curson. 
 
Sept. 10 
 
At 4:18 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8200 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
Sept. 11 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 88090 block of 
Santa Monica at 12:30 a.m. 
 
At 1:55 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 600 
block of N. Robertson. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 1200 block of N. La Brea 
at 3:30 a.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 7600 
block of Norton. 
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
Sept. 5 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 5600 block of 
Lexington at 12:30 a.m. 
 
At 2:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 6500 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7500 block of 
Sunset at 4 a.m. 
 
At 4:26 a.m., an unknown suspect 

committed a burglary in the 100 
block of S. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7200 block of 
Melrose at 6:18 a.m. 
 
At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Sunset and La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 600 block of S. 
McCadden at 3 p.m. 
 
At 4:56 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 300 
block of N. Kings. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 4900 block of N 
Sweetzer at 5:30 p.m. 
 
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
300 block of Arnaz. 
 
A robbery was reported in the 
1600 block of Vine at 9:15 p.m. 
 
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 7900 
block of Third. 
 
Sept. 6 
 
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
5800 block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 7000 block of Lanewood 
at 4:20 a.m. 
 
At 4:25 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 500 block of 
N. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a bicy-
cle in the 300 bock of S. Arden at 
4:47 a.m. 
 
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
500 block of N. Rossmore. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1400 block of N. 
Detroit at 2 p.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6700 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 5900 block of 
Sunset at 3 p.m. 
 
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a bicycle in the 6000 block of 
Romaine. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary near the corner of Sunset 
and Sycamore at 4 p.m. 
 
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 1500 
block of N. El Centro. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 500 block of N. 
La Brea at 6:40 p.m. 
 
At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 800 
block of N. Curson. 
 
Sept. 7 
 
At 4:40 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 6500 
block of Yucca. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 800 block of S. 
Lucerne at 5 a.m. 
 
At 5:45 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1000 
block of S. Holt. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 8700 block of 
Gracie Allen at 2:30 p.m. 
 
At 2:40 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 7700 block 
of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 

grand theft near the corner of 
Laurel and Beverly at 4:30 p.m. 
 
At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1600 
block of N. El Centro. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 1700 block of Whitley at 
4:40 p.m. 
 
At 4:55 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 7300 block 
of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 600 block of 
N. Stanley at 8:15 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
6700 block of Selma. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Tamarind 
and Santa Monica at 11 p.m. 
 
At 11:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
near the corner of Ivar and Selma. 
 
Sept. 8 
 
At 3:15 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
1700 block of N. Argyle. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7300 block of 
Sunset at 6:40 a.m. 
 
At 9:50 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 5100 
block of Maplewood. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Melrose 
and Hayworth at 10:45 a.m. 
 
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 7900 
block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of 
Hollywood and Orange at 11 a.m. 
 
At 1:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 100 block of 
S. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 600 block of S. 
McCadden at 3 p.m. 
 
At 4:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 4600 
block of First. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 6600 block of 
Orange at 4:50 p.m. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1400 block of 
Tamarind at 6 p.m. 
 
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 8200 
block of Blackburn. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 5600 block of Wilshire at 7:20 
p.m. 
 
At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 5800 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
Schrader and Sunset at 9:50 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 1200 
block of Vine. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1300 block of N. 
Poinsettia at 10:45 p.m.  
 
Sept. 9 
 
At 2:25 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Orange and Hawthorn. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6500 block of 
Orange at 4:30 a.m. 

At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 5600 
block of Lemon Grove. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6100 block of 
Hollywood at 11 a.m. 
 
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
8500 block of Olympic. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 5700 block of 
Harold at noon. 
 
At 12:15 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
8500 block of Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1500 block of 
N. Curson at 4 p.m. 
 
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6600 
block of Fountain. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1400 block of S. 
Sherbourne at 4:30 p.m. 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
900 block of S. Mansfield. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 6200 block of 
Wilshire at 9 p.m. 
 
At 9:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 1100 
block of N. McCadden. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 8700 block of 
Beverly at 10 p.m. 
 
At 10:50 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim in the 1700 
block of Bronson. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of Alta 
Vista and Waring at 11 p.m. 
 
Sept. 10 
 
At midnight, an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
900 block of N. Palm. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 700 block of N. 
Gramercy at 2:40 a.m. 
 
At 2:57 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6200 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 300 block of N. 
Rossmore at 4:30 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 300 
block of S. Holt. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim during 
a domestic violence incident in the 
1200 block of Tamarind at 9:50 p.m. 
 
Sept. 11 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1100 block of N. 
Gordon at 6 a.m. 
 
At 11:10 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
5000 block of Clinton. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Hauser 
and Sixth at 1:39 p.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Beverly and Larchmont. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
theft in the 1100 block of S. La 
Brea at 3 p.m. 
 
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1000 
block of Cole. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 600 block of N. 
Edinburgh at 8 p.m. 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Sept. 5 and Sept. 11. The information was compiled from 
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: 
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.
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Across  
 
1. Kind of cat  
5. Pool exercise  
9. Skater Lipinski and others  
14. Side squared, for a square  
15. Map or diagram  
16. Poem of lament  
17. Severed  
18. “___ life!”  
19. Append  
20. Cuban imports  
23. Modify  
24. Workplace safety org.  
25. Onetime Jeep mfr.  
28. Rules on plays  
31. Weather map feature  
33. There are some big __ with this project  
36. Tons  
39. Slangy denial  
40. It runs through California  
44. Ravel’s “Gaspard de la ___”  
45. Maria Callas songs  
46. Titleist supporter  
47. Recorded  
50. Army training group  
52. Prof. helpers  
53. Theater box  
56. Leak  
59. Desserts  
63. Home run hitter  
66. “All right now” singers  
67. Lucy Montgomery character  

68. Attack  
69. Garrison  
70. University head  
71. Pre-Revolution leaders  
72. Lord of the Rings singer  
73. Secy.  
  
Down  
 
1. Algebra or trig  
2. Clamorous  
3. Courage  
4. Kubla Khan’s region  
5. Org. for Annika Sorenstam  
6. Actor Guinness or Baldwin  
7. Place for a barbecue  
8. Hurdles  
9. Bright fish  
10. Regrettably  
11. Coffee order, abbr.  
12. Way back when  
13. Dict. listing  
21. “___ is an island . . . “: Donne  
22. Yellowfin tuna  
25. “____ you” Mary J. Blige  
26. Syrup tree  
27. Greek Island  
29. College degree  
30. “Buona ___” (Italian greeting)  
32. “Not ___ bet!”  
33. Playground retort  
34. It’s a part of life  
35. Foul moods  

37. ___ Lingus (Irish airline)  
38. Couple  
41. “Now ___ theater near you!”  
42. ___ Paulo, Brazil  
43. Camera setting  
48. Double agents  
49. Ages and ages  
51. Rum drink  
54. Blooper  
55. 2001 scandal subject  
57. Web mags  

58. Old lab heaters  
59. Big pig  
60. Eagle's roost  
61. “___ good example”  
62. Posted a letter  
63. Pop ___  
64. Hung. neighbor  
65. Genetic info carrier 
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The Petersen Automotive 
Museum has extended the applica-
tion deadline for its new incubator 
program to Sept. 30. 

The three-month program, which 
is supported by Rolex, aims to fos-
ter the development of women-led 
businesses in the automotive sector. 
Each year, the museum will choose 
one California-based startup with 
five or fewer employees and pro-

vide them with hands-on mentor-
ship, access to the Petersen network 
of sponsors and partners, and an 
investment of up to $25,000. 

“We would like to offer as many 
women-led businesses as possible 
an opportunity to apply for this pro-
gram,” Petersen Automotive 
Museum Executive Director Terry 
L. Karges said. “They’ll have 
access to a network of visionary 

women who represent significant 
businesses within the automotive 
community. Through this mentor-
ship program supported by Rolex, 
we hope to cultivate a successful 
new business owned by women 
leaders in the automotive space.” 

Women-led businesses that sup-
port, or are directly related to, the 
automotive industry can apply for 
the incubator program. 

Applications are reviewed by the 
program’s selection committee, 
comprised of female industry lead-
ers Diane Parker, vice president of 
the Historic Vehicle Association; 
Alex Parker, chief marketing offi-
cer and executive vice president of 
Redline Detection; Sarah Lassek, 
senior vice president of merchan-
dising at Omaze; Dr. Sabrina Kay, 
CEO of Fremont Private 

Investments; Nikki Riedmiller, 
account supervisor at Kahn Media; 
and Jasmine Gonzalez, director of 
group services of the Petersen 
Automotive Museum. Once accept-
ed, the startup will work alongside 
the Petersen’s mentorship team to 
develop a custom program that 
addresses its business goals. 

To apply, visit petersen.org/busi-
ness-incubator-program. 

The Petersen extends deadline for women-led businesses incubator program

The Korean Cultural Center Los 
Angeles presents a special online 
project titled “English Gugak 
Series: Korean Traditional Music 
101-Sound of Korea” running 
every second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month through 
Jan. 26 on KCCLA’s YouTube 
channel. 

“Sound of Korea” is a new series 
by KTM101 that introduces tradition-
al Korean instruments and vocal gen-
res. Ten episodes featuring unique 
instruments and vocalists from Korea 

are included in the series. 
Instruments include the 

daegeum, a transverse wind instru-
ment; cheolhyeongeum, a metal 
stringed instrument; geomungo, a 
six-string board zither; ajaeng, a 
bowed zither with seven strings; 
piri, a double-reed bamboo instru-
ment; and haegeum, a two-string 
fiddle. Jeong-ga, classical vocal 
for music; gayageum 
byeongchang, featuring gayageum 
with singing; and minyo, which 
are folk songs, will also be includ-

ed in the series. 
“Korean Traditional Music 101’s 

new ‘English Gugak Series -Sound 
of Korea’ will provide performance 
videos along with English subti-
tles,” KCCLA Director Wijin Park 
said. “Every Wednesday, the second 
and fourth weeks of every month, 
enjoy the beautiful Korean sound 
introduced through the KCCLA’s 
YouTube channel.” 

For information, visit kccla.org and 
youtube.com/channel/UCNn_oYg
2Vwg-dagc5R8vuIg. 

The new online series explores a variety of traditional Korean instru-
ments and vocal styles.

photo courtesy of KCCLA

Enjoy traditional Korean music with KCCLA

The third annual Daytime 
Beauty Awards honored health and 
wellness professionals Sept. 12.  

Founded by Michele Elyzabeth, 
the award show recognizes the sci-
ence behind beauty and spotlights 
health and wellness professionals 
in the fields of dentistry, medicine, 
health and fitness, aesthetics, skin-
care, color and styling, cannabis 
and beauty innovation.  

The 2021 honorees included 
Paula Abdul, Outstanding 
Achievement in Health; Moncef 
Slaoui, Special Tribute Award for 
his role in developing the COVID-
19 vaccine;  Chris Appleton, 
Outstanding Achievement in 
Fitness; Gary Archer, Outstanding 
Achievement in Dentistry;  
Stafford Broumand, Outstanding 
Achievement in Aesthetics;  
Andrew Caster, Outstanding 
Achievement in Medicine; Tracey 
Cunningham, Outstanding 
Achievement in Color and Styling; 

Michaeline DeJoria for John Paul 
Mitchell Systems, Brand of the 
Year; Nancy Duitch and Nicole 
Kidman for Sera Labs, The 
Breakthrough Award; Gary Trudell 
for Custom Comfort Mattress, The 
Sleeping Beauty Award;  Rea Ann 
Silva for Beautyblender, Tool of 
the Year;  Erica Skynn for Derm7, 
The Innovation Award; and Imelda 
Walavalkar and Tracy Anderson, 
The Zen Award for Pure Beauty. 

Presenters included Danielle 
Lauder, Tommy Chong, Karen and 
William Lauder, and Jordin 
Sparks.  

This year’s event featured a 
silent auction and cocktails fol-
lowed by a luncheon and the 
award ceremony. The Daytime 
Beauty Awards benefit Helen 
Woodward Animal Center, which 
rescues animals from various nat-
ural disasters. 

OmegaXL by Great HealthWorks 
served as the event’s title sponsor.  

Award show honors health and 
wellness pioneers 

Recording artist Jordin Sparks was 
one of many presenters at the 
Daytime Beauty Awards.  

photo courtesy of KCCLA

On Sept. 16, results from 
Friends of Griffith Park Raptor 
Study will be revealed virtually.  

Biologists Dan Cooper and 
Courtney McCammon will join 
FoGP President Gerry Hans for a 
presentation of their findings, 
answer questions and pose new 
ones for next year’s effort. More 
than 100 volunteers took up the 
task of monitoring nests and 
recording data in Griffith Park and 
beyond.  

A record number of active nests 
– 294 – were observed this year 
from eight different raptor species: 
red-tailed hawk, red-shouldered 
hawk, Cooper’s hawk, great 
horned owl, Western screech-owl, 
barn owl, peregrine falcon and 
American kestrel.  

For information, visit friendsof-
griffithpark.org.  

Raptor study results to be revealed 

photo courtesy of Friends of Griffith Park

https://www.diamondfoamandfabric.com
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We carry the finest in  
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Football is back!  
Stock up for your  

tailgate party here!

Bogie’s Liquor

Theatre West, the 59-year-old 
nonprofit for the performing arts, 
will soon start a new season under 
new ownership. 

An anonymous donor purchased 
the theater building from the fami-
ly that previously owned it, pre-
serving the building for the the-
ater’s use in its current location. 
The new owner is also undertaking 
upgrades for the building. 

Theatre West has received more 
than $205,000 in grants from the 
Shuttered Venues Operators Grant, 
the Ahmanson Foundation, the Los 
Angeles Department of Cultural 
Affairs, the Peter Glenville 
Foundation and the California Arts 
Council. 

The theatre received a bequest 
of $90,000 from the estate of long-
time member and noted American 
actress Elsa Raven, establishing 
the first operating reserve for the 

company. 
After a hiatus of 18 months, 

shows resume on the theater’s 
main stage on Sept. 24 with the 
premiere of “Our Man in 
Santiago.” A comic spy thriller 
written by Mark Wilding, “Our 
Man in Santiago,” follows the true 
story of a botched U.S. attempt to 
overthrow Chile’s democratically 
elected leader. Performances will 
run through Oct. 24.  

Theatre West’s award-winning 
children’s programming begins its 
36th season on Nov. 20, with the 
opening of “Goldilocks and The 
Three Bears.” 

Aside from live performances, 
30 original performance programs 
have been made available to the 
public on Theatre West’s YouTube 
channel. 

For information, visit the-
atrewest.org.  

Theatre West returns 
under new ownership

Theatre West will premiere “Our Man in Santiago” on Sept. 24. 

photo courtesy Theatre West

U.S. Rep. Karen Bass (D-Calif.) 
and several other members of 
Congress have introduced legisla-
tion to double emergency support 
to $800 million for foster youth 
under the John H. Chafee Foster 
Care Program, and extend pro-
grammatic flexibilities through 
the 2022 fiscal year. 

The legislation would allow 
youth to access Chafee services 
until age 27, extend the moratori-
um on “aging out” of foster care 
and enable youth who left care 
during the pandemic to re-enter 
care. It would also ensure that any 
direct financial assistance 
received through the Chafee pro-
gram cannot be used to determine 
eligibility for other federal bene-
fits. 

“This issue is absolutely 
urgent,” Bass said. “The 
Congressional Caucus on Foster 
Youth has been hearing from 
young people across the country 
that they haven’t received desper-
ately-needed relief due to the 

spread of the Delta variant. It is 
incumbent upon Congress to 
extend Chafee COVID relief for 
foster youth and flexibilities for 
states through September 2022. 
This bill also includes an exten-
sion of the moratorium on aging 
out of foster care during the pan-
demic and appropriates additional 
relief and support for states to 
extend the moratorium on aging 
out of care. I urge my colleagues 
to support the young people that 
have been placed in the govern-
ment's care and support this bipar-
tisan legislation.” 

The legislation would also 
allow states to access emergency 
funding without providing proof 
that expenses have a direct con-
nection to the pandemic; waive 
requirements that a student must 
be enrolled or making satisfactory 
progress in a postsecondary edu-
cation or training program to 
receive Education and Training 
Voucher funds;  and allow those 
funds to cover additional costs, 

beyond the cost of attendance, to 
help youth remain enrolled in 
higher education. 

Further, it would allow states to 
use more than 30% of their 
Chafee funds on room and board 
and expand eligibility for housing 
assistance and affirm that Chafee 
funds may be used to provide dri-
ving and transportation assistance. 

“The pandemic has intensified 
every inequity for youth exiting 
foster care to crisis levels – home-
lessness, unemployment, physical 
and mental health crises and 
poverty. Far too many youth have 
not yet received the assistance 
they desperately need from The 
Supporting Foster Youth and 
Families Act through the 
Pandemic Act,” said Jennifer 
Rodriguez, the executive director 
of the Youth Law Center. “We 
owe youth who are struggling 
alone with the devastating impacts 
of the pandemic more time to get 
the assistance they were 
promised.” 

Legislators seek additional foster youth 
program funding through 2022

Mayor Eric Garcetti announced 
the launch of the Angeleno 
Connect debit card and mobile app.  
The program can be used by the 
city to disburse financial assistance 
directly to residents, connect peo-
ple to city services and offer free 
financial services to Angelenos 
without a bank account.  

“COVID-19 laid bare the sys-
temic inequities too often found at 
the heart of our communities, and 
as we continue to emerge from this 
crisis, we must rebuild an economy 
that truly includes everyone,” 
Garcetti said. “At a time when 
countless Angelenos are in need of 
financial assistance and guidance, 
Angeleno Connect will bring them 
the benefits of a free debit card, 
financial support and resources, 
and direct access to critical city ser-
vices.”  

The program is a result of a part-
nership with Mobility Capital 
Finance, Inc., which is responsible 
for overseeing the implementation 
of the card and app. The card, 
which has already been in use to 
disburse the city’s allocated emer-
gency relief funding to Angelenos, 
will give users free transactions. 

Through the Angeleno Connect 
website, lacity.org/angeloconnect, 

users can access more than 140 of 
the city’s online services, such as 
adopting a pet, making a park reser-
vation or obtaining a business 
license or permit. Through the 
mobile app, Angelenos can also 
access additional materials on cru-
cial financial literacy information, 
including credit building, small 
business displacement and predato-
ry financial services. 

In the future, Angelenos will be 
able to use a single sign-on account 
for additional city services, includ-
ing accessing their Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power 
account, filing a MyLA311 request 
and enrolling their children in 
youth sports.  

“Our collaboration with the city 
of Los Angeles is a groundbreaking 
financial services model that cities 
across the nation that are facing 
challenges when trying to connect 
with hard-to-reach constituencies 
may emulate,” said Wole Coaxum, 
founder and CEO of MoCaFi. “The 
Angeleno Connect platform 
embraces Mayor Garcetti's vision 
of high-quality, safe and secure 
financial products and financial lit-
eracy services while offering tools 
to address the wealth gap in the city 
of Los Angeles."   

L.A. launches card to help 
Angelenos without bank account 

The Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce on Sept. 13 announced 
that its board of directors has 
appointed Leron Gubler as presi-
dent emeritus while an executive 
search for a new president and 
CEO is underway, following the 
recent departure of Rana Ghadban.   

Gubler will be responsible for 
overseeing the transition, managing 
the organization’s day-to-day oper-
ations and working closely with the 
chamber’s staff and board in carry-
ing out its mission. 

“We are thrilled that Leron has 
graciously agreed to lend his vast 

institutional knowledge and indus-
try expertise to the chamber during 
this period of transition,” board 
chair Nicole Mihalka said. 

A lifetime member of the 
Western Association of Chamber 
Executives, Gubler served as the 
Chamber’s president and CEO for 
more than 26 years, until his retire-
ment at the end of 2018. During 
that time, he presided over nearly 
300 Walk of Fame ceremonies, and 
he is credited with spurring eco-
nomic development and a revital-
ization of the entertainment indus-
try in Hollywood. 

Gubler was recognized with 
numerous awards for his dedica-
tion and service to the Hollywood 
community during his tenure with 
the chamber. He was presented 
with the key to the city of Los 
Angeles by Mayor Eric Garcetti in 
2018.   

“It’s great to be back in 
Hollywood and see first-hand all 
the progress that has been made 
since my retirement, even through 
the pandemic,” Gubler said. “I look 
forward to reestablishing relation-
ships with so many of the wonder-
ful people with whom I’ve had the 
pleasure of working.” 

The chamber’s board has formed 
a selection committee for a new 
president and CEO and has retained 
a leading local executive search 
firm. 

Hollywood chamber appoints 
Gubler interim president

https://bogiesliquor.com
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Los Angeles Philharmonic builds new executive team  
The Los Angeles Philharmonic 

announced the completion of the 
LA Phil’s new executive team, 
which helps oversee all facets of 
the organization’s operations.   

Emanuel Maxwell was hired as 
chief talent and equity officer, 
Summer Bjork was promoted to 
chief of staff and Daniel Song was 
promoted to chief operating offi-
cer. They will join Renae Williams 
Niles, chief content and engage-
ment officer; Karen Sturges, chief 
financial officer; Margie Kim, 
chief philanthropy officer; and 
Mona Patel, general counsel.    

“With our executive team now 
complete, we look to the future as 
we expand our diverse program-
ming across all of our venues and 
platforms, enhance our digital ini-
tiatives, grow our YOLA pro-
grams and build on our core 
belief that new perspectives, new 
voices, and new works enhance 
every aspect of our organization,” 
said Chad Smith, the David C. 
Bohnett Chief Executive Officer 
Chair of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Association. “The 

challenges of the past 18 months 
have taught us that we must con-
tinuously seek new ways to serve 
our communities, by being even 
more flexible and adaptive, and 
relentless in our quest to push our 
artform forward.”  

Maxwell joined the LA Phil in 
August in a newly-created position 
designed to lead the strategic talent 
development of the organization’s 
prospective and current employ-
ees. As chief talent and equity offi-
cer, Maxwell will continue to build 
diversity and inclusion across the 
organization.   

Bjork first joined the LA Phil 
in 2005 as an artist assistant. 
Since then, she has held a variety 
of roles across multiple depart-
ments. As chief of staff, a role she 
was promoted to in April, she will 
lead annual strategic initiatives.   

Song has more than 15 years’ 
experience in various leadership 
roles in the orchestra field, includ-
ing the management of the LA Phil 
orchestra, stage facilities, touring 
and media initiatives. In June, 
Song assumed the role of chief 

operating officer where he over-
sees business operations and venue 
stewardship.  

“We are delighted to welcome 
Emanuel Maxwell to the LA Phil 
family, and Summer Bjork and , 

Daniel Song to their new positions, 
where we know they will be 
invaluable to the LA Phil as we 
build the foundation for this great 
orchestra’s next century of work,” 
Smith said.  

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Philharmonic  

The Los Angeles Philharmonic’s new executive team includes, clock-
wise from top left, Chad Smith, chief executive officer; Emanuel 
Maxwell, chief talent and equity officer; Summer Bjork, chief of staff; 
Daniel Song, chief operating officer; Renae Williams Niles, chief content 
and engagement officer; Karen Sturges, chief financial officer; Margie 
Kim, chief philanthropy officer; and Mona Patel, general counsel. 

Group wants theater 
standards change

A collective of Los Angeles-
based theater artists dedicated to 
equity has released “The Los 
Angeles Anti-Racist Theater 
Standards” as a way to create sys-
temic change within L.A. theaters.   

The standards, which were creat-
ed to hold L.A. theater companies 
of all sizes accountable, provides a 
list of actionable changes that 
should be implemented to ensure 
equity. The list was emailed to 130 
local theater companies. 

“This document exists to ensure 
that long-standing theatre practices 
made to benefit white supremacist 
ideals are abolished. In their place, 
are establishing standards that solid-
ify the safety and equity of margin-
alized communities,” the document 
reads.    

When drafting the standards, the 
collective received guidance from 
more than 140 artists including 
members of the Black, indigenous, 
Latinx, LGBTQ and white commu-
nities.  

“The L.A. theatre industry has a 
history of causing harm to margin-
alized people and communities 
without any accountability,” the 
standards read. “Recognizing that 
these communities of color — those 
most affected by anti-racism and 
equity work — are so often left out 
of these industry-wide conversa-
tions, we solicited feedback from a 
large, intersectional cohort of L.A.’s 
BIPOC theatre artists at multiple 
points in our writing process.”  

Adherence to the standards will 
be monitored through BLKLST, a 
newly-formed group that will col-
lect data and manage the public 
accountability process. The mission 
of BLKLST is to provide safety and 
equity for all Black, indigenous and 
people of color in the Los Angeles 
theater community by creating 
BIPOC-led mechanisms of 
accountability.   

“We must uplift and center Black, 
Indigenous, Latinx/e, AAPI, and 
SWANA artists — artists whose 
efforts and contributions have all too 
often been unrecognized and/or 
erased by an industry that dispropor-
tionately centers whiteness,” the stan-
dards read. “We understand that all 
identities are intersectional, and we 
will not ignore instances of discrimi-
nation based on gender identity, sex-
ual orientation, religious practices, 
classism, ableism and/or ageism.”   

BLKLST will create a list of Los 
Angeles theater companies that 
includes data and commentary on 
each theater so individual artists can 
make informed decisions about 
where they wish to work.  

Members of the collective include 
A’raelle Flynn-Bolden, Armando 
Molina Carene Rose Mekertichyan, 
Celia Mandela Rivera, Daniel 
Shoenman, Desirée Mee Jung, 
Graham Wetterhahn, Herb Hall, 
Kendall Johnson, Michaela Bulkley, 
Nancy Renee, Rachel Berney 
Needleman, Sean Cawelti, Tiana 
Randall-Quant and Zach Davidson.   

For information, visit latheatre-
standards.com.  

 
 

“The L.A. theatre 
industry has a  

history of causing 
harm to  

marginalized  
people.”

https://www.alltimemaintenance.com


Metro is seeking public input 
through Oct. 18 on its Local Hazard 
Mitigation Plan.  

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency requires 
Metro to prepare a hazard mitiga-
tion plan to apply for non-emer-
gency disaster assistance funding 

for the protection of its public facil-
ities. The plan identifies Metro’s 
assets, natural hazard threats and 
mitigation actions.   

Metro’s Vision 2028 strategic 
plan seeks to improve mobility in 
Los Angeles County and explains 
what the public can expect through 

2028. 
For information, visit 

metro.net/about/plans/metro-strate-
gic-plan.  

Vision 2028 will serve as the 
foundation for all other Metro 
plans, programs and services. The 
public is asked to email comments 
by Oct.18 to Metro’s Emergency 
Management Department at 
metroem@metro.net. 
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Holiday celebration to be held in Beverly Hills 
From page 1

Santee streets, and at 504 W. 
Olympic Blvd., in downtown Los 
Angeles.  

On Sept. 14, another suspect 
robbed a clothing store in the 7800 
block of Melrose Avenue at approx-
imately 12:30 p.m. Detectives with 
the Los Angeles Police 
Department’s Wilshire Division are 
investigating the incident, which 
was caught on security camera 
video.  

The suspect confronted an 
employee, pointed a handgun and 
demanded that he fill bags with 
clothing, shoes and money. The 
suspect fled on foot.   

The robberies in the Melrose 
District are the latest in a series of 
crimes that have caused concern 
among residents and business own-
ers. The LAPD has deployed 
numerous resources to the area, 
including extra patrols, Los 
Angeles City Councilman Paul 
Koretz, 5th District, said. 
Authorities and the city are using 
every tool available to stop crime in 
the area, he added.  

“We keep adding more and more 
resources to keep Melrose safe,” 
Koretz said. “We are doing every-
thing we can to protect the commu-
nity.”  

The robbery outside the Le 
Crème Café was widely broadcast 
by television news media and 
renewed calls for more proactive 
policing in the Melrose District. 
Peter Nichols, co-founder of the 
Melrose Action Neighborhood 
Watch, said the organization was 
recently registered as a nonprofit 
and is in the process of raising 
funds for more security cameras 
along the Melrose Avenue corridor. 
The plan is to purchase 20 license 
plate recognition cameras and 
install them on private property. 
The Melrose Action Neighborhood 
Watch is working on the logistics 
with the LAPD, and data and 

images captured by the cameras 
will be sent directly to the police 
department. Nichols has started a 
GoFundMe account to raise money 
for the cameras, and so far it has 
generated approximately $4,000. 
He said people wishing to help 
should visit the website at mel-
roseaction.org. The goal is to raise 
$35,000.  

“We are calling it a crisis of 
crime. It’s crazy,” Nichols added. 
“We are trying to move this initia-
tive forward and raising money to 
support it. We have to have as many 
cameras as we can. They will all be 
placed on private property, and we 
are doing it this way because we 
don’t want to get into the bureau-
cracy of the city and have it take 
years to implement. We need quick 
action, because we really feel like 
it’s a crisis of crime around here.”  

Former Mid City West 
Community Council chairman 
Scott Epstein, who is running for 
Los Angeles City Council’s 5th 
District in 2022, is planning an 
“urban hike” at 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
Sept. 19, beginning at Poinsettia 
Park, 7341 Willoughby Ave. 
Epstein is planning to highlight 
some of the efforts he hopes will 
improve the area. He previously 
supported changes under the Uplift 
Melrose plan, an effort that would 
have brought pedestrian improve-
ments and a reduction in traffic 
lanes in the neighborhood. That 
plan was not supported by Koretz, 

stating it would have caused traffic 
congestion on other streets sur-
rounding Melrose Avenue.  

“One year ago, Paul Koretz 
killed the Uplift Melrose plan 
which would make Melrose Ave 
greener, safer and more welcom-
ing,” Epstein said. “On our Urban 
Hike this Sunday, we will be walk-
ing along Melrose and discussing 
how the Uplift Melrose plan would 
have improved this community for 
the better.”  

Police are asking for the public’s 
help in identifying the other two 
men involved in the robbery out-
side the Melrose Avenue café. They 
can be seen wearing black hooded 
sweatshirts and face coverings in 
the video.  

Detectives with the Robbery 
Homicide Division identified a 
vehicle allegedly used in the rob-
beries and tracked it to Pasadena, 
where they arrested Wilson. A 
search warrant was served at 
Wilson’s residence, and police said 
evidence linking him to the rob-
beries was located.  

“We are disturbed by this brazen 
daytime robbery, which was cap-
tured on video, and we are commit-
ted to fighting violent crime and 
using all our resources to keep all 
Angelenos safe,” LAPD Chief 
Michel Moore said in a statement 
shortly after Wilson was arrested. 
“Detectives are investigating and 
asking for the public’s help for any 
additional information.”  

Anyone with information about 
the crime spree is urged to call the 
Robbery Homicide Division at 
(213)486-6840. During weekends 
and off-hours, call the LAPD’s hot-
line at (877)LAPD247. 

Video of the Sept. 14 robbery can 
be viewed by visiting 
lapdonline.org/newsroom/news_vi
ew/68014. Anyone with informa-
tion is urged to call detectives at 
(213) 922-8217. 

Officials look to curb Melrose crime  
From page 1

“We are calling it 
a crisis of crime. 

It’s crazy.” 
 

Peter Nichols 
Melrose Action co-founder

bration will be held from 5 to 8 
p.m. and will offer multiple live 
performances on three stages, an 
appearance by Santa, LED drum-
mers, holiday break-dancers, fire-
works, food trucks and a beer and 
wine garden.   

The city will close Rodeo 
Drive from Wilshire to South 
Santa Monica Boulevard and por-
tions of Dayton Way and 
Brighton Way during the event.   

“Rodeo Drive, as always, was 
creative and innovative,” Vice 
Mayor Lili Bosse said. “In this 
particular instance, [organizers] 
really took the fact that we are 
still in a pandemic and made sure 
that this event would be very 
COVID-safe, COVID-friendly. 
So, we’ve also enthusiastically 
supported it.”  

However, if the event is can-
celed before Oct. 18, the city will 
still be looking at costs associated 
with pre-production labor, pro-

duction fees and site plan expens-
es, according to a presentation by 
Rodeo Drive Committee 
President Kathy Gohari.  

If it is canceled between Oct. 
18 and Nov. 3, 50% of the 
approved budget will be owed to 
vendors; if it’s canceled after 
Nov. 3, 100% of the budget will 
be owed.  

Given the uncertainty, Mirisch 
pushed organizers to incorporate 
as much of a virtual experience as 
possible and refrain from any 
cancellation. Bosse agreed and 
said some residents may not feel 
comfortable attending the event 
regardless. The city’s marketing 
and economic sustainability man-
ager, Laura Biery, said the event 
will be live-streamed.  

“I will caution – it's not going 
to be a Dick Clark Rockin’ New 
Year’s level presentation,” Biery 
added. “But you will still have a 
lively presentation. You'll be able 

to see those exciting moments.”  
A considerable amount of dis-

cussion centered around masks. 
They will be required at the event 
– unless eating or drinking – but 
board members were uncertain 
about the city’s ability to enforce 
the requirement using just sig-
nage and kindness.  

“Plan A is not going to work,” 
Councilman Julian Gold said. 
“And I think we have to think 
through Plan B, or maybe even 
Plan C, because it’s going to hap-
pen. I mean, hopefully it’ll hap-
pen peacefully, but ... it may not.”  

Gohari said staff and the per-
formers will have a “stash” of 
masks on hand for individuals 
who are not wearing one. She 
said organizers are looking to 
politely inform participants, as 
opposed to involving security.   

“We’re hoping nobody has a 
fistfight with a holiday helper,” 
Gohari said. 
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The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power ranked 53rd out 
of more than 1,300 companies. 

State tops $1 billion in rent relief
Gov. Gavin Newsom has 

announced that California’s 
COVID-19 Rent Relief Program 
reached a significant milestone on 
Sept. 13, with more than $1 billion 
in funds having been paid or 
approved for payment and awaiting 
disbursement.  

The money will assist overmore 
than 74,000 households, Newsom 
added. More than $526 million of 
the $1 billion in rental and utility 
assistance has already been distrib-
uted to 44,432 low-income 
California households suffering 
financial hardship because of the 
pandemic.   

The milestone represents a 638% 
increase since June 28, when 
Newsom signed Assembly Bill 832, 
which increased the level of assis-
tance to 100% for both back rent and 
prospective rent. More than 243,000 
applications have been received, and 
more than $2.2 billion in rent and 
utility assistance is currently pend-
ing eligibility verification and fraud 
prevention screening.  

“In just six months, we have pro-
vided essential assistance to more 
than 44,000 households to keep fam-
ilies safely housed,” Newsom said. 
“Our program has been so success-
ful that cities like Los Angeles 

decided to join efforts with the state 
to have an even greater impact.”  

From Oct. 1 through March 31, 
tenants earning less than 80% of the 
area median income will be protect-
ed through a pre-eviction diversion 
process through the courts, as long 
as they have submitted a completed 
application for rental relief through 
either the state or a locally adminis-
tered program.  

“The COVID-19 pandemic 
brought so much pain and economic 
disruption, particularly to low-wage 
workers and low-income renter 
households,” Business, Consumer 
Services and Housing Agency 
Secretary Lourdes Castro Ramírez 
said. “Working with over 130 com-
munity-based partners, we are 
reaching families hardest hit – 85% 
being very low- or extremely low-
income – and making landlords 
whole.”  

In addition to providing 100% of 
back rent and prospective rent, AB 
832 also gave California the 
strongest eviction protections in the 
nation. The extension of state-level 
eviction protections, which were ini-
tially established over a year ago, 
have provided housing stability for 
Californians throughout the pan-
demic, Newsom added. 

Forbes recognizes LADWP

The Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power has been rec-
ognized as one of the top 
employers in California by 
Forbes magazine.  

LADWP was ranked No. 53 
statewide on the America’s Best 
Employers by State list. 
Measuring companies with more 
than 500 employees across 50 
states and the District of 
Colombia, the list was based on 
data from 80,000 American 
workers and listed the top-ranked 
1,329 companies.  

“With the COVID-19 pandem-
ic creating additional challenges 
for our workforce, LADWP is 
even more committed to creating 
a work culture that truly supports 
our dedicated employees. We are 
honored to be recognized as a 
leading employer by Forbes,” 
LADWP General Manager and 
Chief Engineer Martin L. Adams 
said. “In addition to prioritizing 
and investing in our workforce, 
the department is also embracing 
forward-thinking initiatives, such 
as establishing our Office of 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, 
and committing to 100% clean 
energy and 100% recycled 
wastewater by 2035. The shift to 

a more sustainable and inclusive 
future, as well as our commit-
ment offering excellent opportu-
nities in our skilled craft posi-
tions that keep our water and 
power systems running, help us 
attract innovative individuals 
looking to make history.”  

The largest municipal utility in 
the nation, LADWP has been 
providing water and electricity to 
Los Angeles for over 100 years. 
With more than 11,000 employ-
ees spanning multiple genera-
tions, LADWP promotes a work 
environment that values diversity 
and inclusion, with many oppor-
tunities for professional and per-
sonal growth, Adams said.  

To help fulfill its commitment 
to customer service and provide 
safe, reliable and cost-effective 
water and power to customers, 
LADWP employs skilled 
employees, professional engi-
neers, accountants, information 
technology professionals, cus-
tomer service representatives and 
many other skilled and profes-
sional staff members. LADWP 
also offers competitive salaries 
and benefits.  

For information, visit 
ladwp.com. 

Input sought on Metro mitigation plan 



Children’s Bureau of Southern 
California, a child abuse preven-
tion nonprofit, has been named as 
a 2021 winner of the Association 
for Talent Development’s BEST 
Award.  

The nonprofit is among 71 orga-
nizations from around the world 
receiving the award.  

Children’s Bureau was recog-
nized for its internal learning plat-
form – Children’s Bureau 
University. After the agency’s 
workforce of nearly 500 employ-
ees transitioned to working 
remotely in spring 2020, the train-
ing and learning processes were 
also quickly shifted to a virtual 
platform.  

To support the agency's child 
abuse prevention, foster care, 
adoption and mental health pro-
grams, the internal university 
offers virtual self-paced and facili-
tator-led programs that focus on 
leadership development, work 
from home readiness, sustainabili-
ty, diversity, equity and inclusion.  

“Children’s Bureau is commit-
ted to supporting a true culture of 
learning through customized train-
ing programs for our staff and peo-
ple leaders. This recognition has 
been so exciting and validating for 
our Children’s Bureau University 
team and learning community,” 
Children’s Bureau chief people 
officer Kymberly Garrett said. 
“Being a part of the 71 organiza-
tions recognized with this award is 
a highlight and we could not have 
achieved it without the full support 
of our executive and senior leader-

ship teams. We will continue to 
strive for excellence through our 
meaningful staff engagement and 
development programs, and look 
forward to repeating this honor 
once again in 2022.”  

The BEST Awards are the talent 
development industry’s most rig-
orous and coveted recognition.  

“These 71 organizations are dri-
ving impact and solving business 
challenges through talent develop-
ment practices, and they are doing 
it in innovative ways,” Association 
for Talent Development president 
and chief executive officer Tony 
Bingham said. “Senior leaders in 
these organizations understand the 
critical strategic role learning has, 
and they are committed to invest-
ing in the growth and development 
of their people.”  

For information about 
Children’s Bureau of Southern 
California, visit all4kids.org. 
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and adulation has led you to 
make serious, flawed deci-
sions. Again, all of the City 
Council members see this as a 
pathetic attempt to assassinate 
my character, and you are now 
tied to this.’”  

The board president defend-
ed her service to the district and 
said Walker-Shuman’s com-
ments were “misplaced and 
counterfeit to what her true 
intentions are.”   

Minutes prior, Walker-
Shuman said the complaint is a 
political stunt “perpetrated by 
social terrorists designed to 
harass me by weaponizing my 
personal life.”  

“This effort will fail, as have 
all the other malicious efforts 
by the same crowd,” she added. 
“This is a legal matter of my 
residency, one that can simply 
be resolved so that it can cease 
to be a distraction any longer. 
In fact, as I had previously 
expressed support for, the 
board has directed an inquiry to 
be undertaken to resolve this 
allegation. I am a resident of 
Beverly Hills, as I have been 
for nearly my entire life to 
date.”  

Board member Noah Margo 
voiced his support for Walker-
Shuman and called for his col-
leagues to remain focused on 
district matters as the investiga-
tion begins.   

“There have been plenty of 
times in the past that colleagues 
of mine have fallen under fire,” 
he said. “This is a brutal job, and 
only the five of us up here can 
really empathize with what we 
actually go through. We can call 

for an investigation to satisfy my 
colleague’s residency question, 
but … I hope we can get a quick 
clarification and put this issue 
behind us. You have served this 
district and this community hon-
orably and tirelessly. Thank you 
for your service. Thank you for 
sacrificing your time for our stu-
dents, staff and parents. We, as a 
board, are always most success-
ful when we should put the focus 
on education. I hope we can get 
back to that sooner than later.”  

Board member Mary Wells 
said the complaint is “not a 
sideshow,” and that it speaks to 
the board’s role in keeping the 
“best interests of our constituents 
in mind at all times.”  

“I take the complaint serious-
ly, and I strongly believe, and I 
hope, that working with indepen-
dent counsel, who have expertise 
with this specific matter and who 
has proven to have the highest 
professional ethics and integrity, 
will bring resolution to these 
issues and restore confidence to 
everyone that our board mem-
bers are legitimately serving as 
their trusted officials who can 
address our community’s chal-
lenges,” she added. “In the 
meantime, I would ask everyone 
to refrain from making this per-
sonal and to focus on what is 
truly at issue, which are the 
issues raised by the facts present-
ed in the claim.”  

On Sept. 15, a spokesman with 
the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s Office said its Public 
Integrity Division had concluded 
its review of the complaint and 
that “no further action will be 
taken.”  

BHUSD discusses complaint 
From page 1

Robots could be coming to Beverly Hills 
From page 1

sary, which leads to faster deliver-
ies, Hansen said. The robot fleet of 
hundreds are fully insulated and 
stay locked until opened through a 
link sent to a user’s smartphone at 
the target location, he said.   

They are “professionally piloted” 
at low speeds on sidewalks, Hansen 
said. The robots have flags on them 
with blinking lights and are “very 
obvious” to motorists and pedestri-
ans when crossing crosswalks, he 
said.   

“They essentially act like a 
pedestrian but, like the most inferi-
or form of pedestrian, meaning that 
they yield to anybody else that is 
using the sidewalk space,” Hansen 
added. “They move at walking 
speeds – of about the speed of a 
golden retriever.”  

Co-founders Zach Rash and Brad 
Squicciarini launched Coco in 
Santa Monica last year and have 
several restaurant partners in more 
than 10 neighborhoods in the Los 
Angeles region, as well as more 
than 20 in Santa Monica, he said. 
At least one restaurant partner – 
Umami Burger in Beverly Hills – 
has lobbied for their expansion into 
Beverly Hills, Hansen said.   

He said Coco works with munic-
ipalities, community groups, cham-
bers of commerce and business 
improvement districts to determine 
the best routes for its robots. 
Hansen added that the system can 
be altered to accommodate street 
closures or major events.   

“[Highly-trafficked locations] 
are not actually good areas for us to 
operate,” Hansen said. “It’s just not 
to our advantage to be where it’s 
busy when we’re piloting.”  

Coco has been quickly adopted 
in the neighborhoods it serves, 
especially since the company cuts 
the cost of car-based deliveries in 
half, he said. The restaurants then 
determine what to do with those 
reduced costs.   

“They see the savings, and that’s 

why they’re partnering with us,” 
Hansen said. “But not just for the 
cost-saving reasons. We’re actual-
ly significantly more reliable. We 
have a 97% on-time delivery rate, 
which is pretty much unheard of in 
this space for the local portion of 
those orders. So, that’s super 
encouraging.”  

“Coconauts” – many of whom 
are UCLA students – pilot the 
robots, which weigh under 100 
pounds and are approximately two 
feet tall, remotely from home or a 
dorm room using a laptop, a few 
software packages and a con-
troller.   

“It’s like a very slow, boring 
Mario Kart,” Hansen added.   

He said Coco has not been 
involved in any “major” incidents, 
although the robots have tipped 
over on a few “rare” occasions. In 
the event that Coco tips over or is 
otherwise tampered with, which 
happens “very irregularly,” field 

operators are dispatched to the 
location, and the restaurant or gro-
cer is notified to prepare a new 
order, Hansen said.   

He added that he does not 
believe the robots would violate 
the city ordinance on electric bikes 
and scooters, as the language of the 
ordinance does not address the type 
of vehicle Coco deploys.   

“There’s not a current policy 
change that needs to be made, but 
we don’t just go into cities and 
operate without first reaching out 
to the community and making sure 
that this is something that they’re 
comfortable with,” Hansen said. 
“We work through the city process 
to launch. In a lot of places, there 
isn’t policy yet, and we are allowed 
by the city to operate beforehand. 
Part of the advantage … of that is 
they get some data on how the pro-
gram works. And that can help 
them shape the regulations that 
they eventually do adopt.” 

photo courtesy of Coco 

A Coco robot hits Venice Beach for a photo opp.

Station urges safety during Pedestrian Safety Month 
September is Pedestrian Safety 

Month, and the West Hollywood 
Sheriff’s Station plans to conduct 
operations to encourage safety 
among drivers, bicyclists and 
pedestrians. Deputies will focus on 
issuing more citations for using 
phones while driving, texting while 
driving, throwing trash out of mov-
ing vehicles, driving without head-
lights, making illegal turns, not 
stopping for pedestrians in cross-
walks, jaywalking and other infrac-
tions throughout the month.  

In addition, users of dockless 
mobility devices are reminded that 
only one person is allowed on a 
device at a time, and e-scooters and 
e-bikes must be ridden on the road, 
never on the sidewalk.   

People illegally riding dockless 
mobility devices on sidewalks are 
subject to receiving citations. Users 
of e-scooters and e-bikes must also 
have a valid driver license or 
instructional permit, and must wear 
a helmet while riding. Users are 
advised to ride as far to the right 
side of traffic lanes as possible, or 
in designated and marked bike 
lanes. Additionally, users must 
always ride in the same direction as 
vehicular traffic.  

Dockless mobility devices 
should never be parked in a way 
that blocks pedestrian access. 
Concerns about dockless mobility 
devices may be submitted to the 

city by calling (213)247-7720, and  
by e-mail at  
parkingconcerns@weho.org.  

Data from the nonprofit 
Governors Highway Safety 
Association shows there were 
6,721 pedestrian deaths nationally 
in 2020 – a 4.8% increase from 
2019. While pedestrian deaths have 
risen by 46% over the past decade, 
the number of all other traffic 
deaths has increased by 5%. 

Statewide data from the California 
Office of Traffic Safety notes that 
the rate of pedestrian fatalities 
remained relatively consistent, 
decreasing from 978 in 2018 to 972 
in 2019.  

The city of West Hollywood also 
launched a public service campaign 
in 2019 called “Drive Mindfully,” 
reminding community members to 
avoid distractions while driving. 
For information, visit weho.org. 

Beverly Press file photo 

The West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station will focus on various moving viola-
tions during Pedestrian Safety Month. 

Bureau honored for leadership  
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