
Pencils down. Heads up.  
Summertime is over, and what 

could be a roller-coaster ride for 
students and staff in Los Angeles 
County has commenced. Already, 
just two days prior to school start-
ing in Beverly Hills, new govern-
ment requirements related to 
COVID-19 are en route. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Aug. 
11 announced that the state will 
require all school staff to get vac-
cinations or take weekly tests. 
Beverly Hills Unified School 
District Superintendent Michael 
Bregy said the district is eager to 
review the state’s plan. 

“Until then, we are having pos-
itive discussions with our labor 
partners to ensure we achieve our 
common goal to keep our schools 
open with the least amount of dis-
ruption to the continuity of in-per-
son instruction in the safest way 
possible,” he said. “The best way 
to do this is by making modifica-
tions with the information we 
have available at that time. With 
the current precarious state of 

COVID-19, adjustments will need 
to be made that are appropriate to 
the scale and nature of the event. 
We are optimistic to have a fresh 
start to the school year after a 
much-needed summer break.” 

Even before Newsom’s 
announcement, many questions 
loomed, prompting the district to 
revise and re-release “Ready 
Together,” its plan to safely 
reopen schools using Los Angeles 

County Department of Public 
Health guidelines. 

“There is one certainty about 
the impact of COVID-19 on edu-
cation, we must be ready to pivot 
at a moment's notice,” Bregy said. 
“We have an incredibly resilient 
community at BHUSD, and 
although the future is unknown, 
we will continue to provide a 
robust instructional program for 
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The Normans of Beverly Hills High School will return to the classroom 
on Aug. 13.

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department authorities have con-
firmed they are investigating two 
incidents in which different 
women claim they were drugged 
at The Abbey Food and Bar in 
West Hollywood. 

The Abbey denied that any 
staff members were involved and 
issued a lengthy statement on 
Facebook outlining steps that are 
being taken as a result of the 
claims. 

The first incident, which is 
being investigated by detectives 
at the West Hollywood Sheriff’s 
Station, involved a victim who 
posted on Instagram that she had 
visited The Abbey on July 29 and 
within 15 minutes of having her 
first drink, fell ill and vomited. 
The victim claimed when she got 
home, she fell, injured herself 
and lost consciousness. She 
claimed in the Instagram post, 

which has been removed from 
public viewing, that she believes 
she was drugged at the restaurant 
and bar. Lt. Bill Moulder, with 
the West Hollywood Sheriff’s 
Station, said the victim filed a 
report and detectives are investi-
gating. 

“All of the allegations we have 
are taken very seriously and are 
investigated,” Moulder said. “We 
really encourage people that if 
they feel like they have been 
drugged somewhere to report it 
to us. We absolutely take this 
very seriously.” 

Moulder said he could not 
comment further because the 
incident remains under investiga-
tion. Detectives are in the process 
of working with The Abbey and 
attempting to corroborate the vic-
tim’s story. 

The sheriff’s department’s 
Special Victim Bureau is also 
investigating another incident 
that allegedly occurred on Aug. 1 
in which a woman reported that 
she may have been drugged 
while having drinks at The 
Abbey and woke up hours later at 

The proposal for a nine-story, 
405,000-square-foot hospital wing 
expansion — with an additional 203 
patient beds — at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center’s campus is headed 
to the Los Angeles City Planning 
Commission for consideration after 

a public hearing on Aug. 10. 
Hospital officials said the propos-

al was spurred by the Alfred E. 
Alquist Facilities Seismic Act, 
which requires hospitals to remain 
fully operational even in the event 
of a major earthquake by 2030.  

Jeff Smith, the medical center’s 
See Cedars page 21

More than 20 years since the 
Marlboro Man was snuffed out on 
the Sunset Strip, the thoroughfare 
will receive a new bulb in its iconic 
array of lights after the West 
Hollywood City Council unani-
mously approved an innovative 
billboard to be installed near 
Sherbourne Drive. 

According to a staff report, the 
“Standing Meadow” project, which 
incorporates landscaping and inter-
nal lighting, should provide the city 
more than $10 million in revenue 
over the course of its development 
agreement.  

The billboard was “processed 
under” the city’s Sunset Boulevard 
Off-Site Signage Policy, which was 
passed in 2019 to “integrate off-site 
signs, entertainment and public 
art,” the report states. West 
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO Genevieve 
Morrill told the council it does just 
that.  

“We enthusiastically support this 
[Orange Barrel] Media master-

piece,” she said, adding that the 
project will help energize that area 
of the boulevard. “It’s marvelous, 
and I cannot wait to see what our 
other creative companies will put 
forth.” 

Morrill said the sign “stands 
alone” and is “small, static and 
dynamic in delivery.” She also 
noted the billboard’s green ele-
ments. According to design docu-
ments, the project will include a 

“green wall system” constructed of 
irrigated planter boxes, as well as 
an irrigation pump and wastewater 
lines.  

Mayor Pro Tempore Lauren 
Meister said she is excited to see 
the billboard “become something 
special.” 

“It really embodies what we had 
hoped for with the Sunset signage 
plan,” she added. “I love that 
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rendering courtesy of the city of West Hollywood  

Construction on the billboard at 8752 Sunset Blvd. is slated for late this 
year or early 2022.  
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n Restaurant and  
bar denies any  
staff involvement

WeHo deputies investigate 
drugging claims at The Abbey 

rendering courtesy of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center has proposed a new hospital wing at 
Beverly and San Vicente boulevards. 

By AAron Blevins                 
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As the city of Beverly Hills pre-
pares to commence negotiations 
with the Municipal Employees 
Association Part-Time Unit, the 

public is encouraged to provide 
feedback and input at the virtual 
City Council meeting on Tuesday, 
Aug 17, at 7 p.m. 

In accordance with state law, the 
city of Beverly Hills participates in 
labor negotiations with its employee 
associations. The results of the 
negotiations process are written 
agreements or contracts reached 
between the city and the city 
employee associations referred to as 
a memorandum of understanding. 

The Municipal Employees 
Association of Beverly Hills Part-
Time Unit has an MOU which 
expires on Oct. 8. The Aug. 17 
meeting is a formal opportunity for 
the public to ask questions, voice 
concerns and offer feedback to the 
City Council. The meet-and-confer 
process for a successor memoran-
dum of understanding with the 
employee association is the next 
step.  

Following the public meeting and 
opportunity to provide input, the 
City Council will direct its labor 
negotiator regarding strategy and 
authority for the upcoming negotia-
tions. 

Public comment may be pro-
vided virtually during the meeting 
by visiting beverlyhills-
org.zoom.us/my/bevpublic. Use 
the passcode: 90210.  Prior to the 
meeting, written comments 
should be submitted by emailing 
cityclerk@beverlyhills.org. 

In 2014, the Beverly Hills City 
Council adopted a Civic Openness 
in Negotiations ordinance to pro-
vide additional impartiality and 
transparency in the collective bar-
gaining process. As required by the 
ordinance, the meeting provides the 
community an opportunity to pro-
vide the City Council with com-
ments. 

For information, visit beverly-
hills.org.  
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Founded 1946

‘The Chandelier’ 
Live dance returns to The Wallis 
with the world premiere of Heidi 
Duckler Dance’s “The Chandelier,” 
a site-specific 
work choreo-
graphed and 
directed by com-
pany founder 
and artistic 
director Duckler 
running from 
Thursday, Aug. 
12, through Sunday, Aug. 15 on the 
performing arts center’s pop-up out-
door stage. “The Chandelier” is 
based on a novel of the same title by 
Brazilian author Clarice Lispector. 
Duckler animates the book’s mono-
logues and devises characters from 
fragments of dialogue to create a 
moving portrait of a family living 
amid the ruins of a colonial society. 
Showtimes are 8 p.m. Tickets are 
$50. thewallis.org. 
 

Culinary history  
of sushi 
The Culinary Historians of Southern 
California presents “Sushi Before 
Sushi, Umami Before Umami: The 
Hidden (Fermented) History of 
Japanese Food” 
with author and 
professor Eric 
C. Rath on 
Saturday, Aug. 
14, at 10:30 
a.m., via Zoom. 
Rath is a pro-
fessor of history 
at the University of Kansas, where 
he teaches courses on food history 
and premodern Japan. A specialist in 
Japanese food, his books include 
“Food and Fantasy in Early Modern 
Japan” and “Japan’s Cuisines: Food, 
Place and Identity.” The illustrated 
lecture is free, but reservations are 
required. eventbrite.com/e/culinary-
event-online-sushi-history-pro-
g ram-wi th -e r i c - r a th - t i cke t s -
164219748689. 
 

Art exhibits 
Thinkspace is continuing its sum-

mer program-
ming with two 
new solo shows 
and additional 
new works in 
the viewing 
room running 
from Saturday, 
Aug. 14, 
through Saturday, Sept. 4. In 
Gallery One, Alex Face’s debut U.S. 
solo exhibit “Scorch and Drop” will 
feature his signature works created 
with social conscience. In Gallery 
Two, Huntz Liu’s “Strata” will fea-
ture intricate works of cut paper lay-
ered in patterns, shapes and tones. 
Also, new works by Chicago-based 
artist Dovie Golden will be on dis-
play in the Viewing Room. Hours 
are noon to 6 p.m., Tuesday through 
Saturday. 4217 W. Jefferson Blvd. 
thinkspaceprojects.com. 
 

Contemporary art 
discussion 
Join the Institute for Contemporary 
Art for an online performance and 
lecture by Astria Suparak titled 
“Asian Futures, Without Asians,” 
followed by a 
discussion with 
writer Jason 
Concepcion, on 
Saturday, Aug. 
14, at 2 p.m., 
via Zoom. Artist 
and curator 
Suparak’s pre-
sentation includes images and clips 
from dozens of futuristic movies and 
TV shows. Suparak discusses the 
implications of borrowing heavily 
from Asian cultures, and decontextu-
alizing and misrepresenting them 
while excluding Asian contributors. 
Admission is free, reservations 
required. us02web.zoom.us/webi-
nar/register/WN_IlDFni04Q3m1TA
MTwSgWlQ. 
 

John Simmons 
photo exhibits 
The Jean Deleage Art Gallery at 
CASA 0101 Theater is hosting a 
free reception honoring John 

Simmons on Saturday, Aug. 14, 
2021 from 6 to 9 p.m. Simmons has 
concurrent exhibits on display 
through Aug. 31 at the Jean Deleage 
Art Gallery, 2102 E. First St., and 
through Oct. 10 at the J. Paul Getty 
Museum, 1200 Getty Center Drive. 
casa0101.org/?exhibits=the-art-
work-and-photography-of-john-
simmons. 
 

MOCA comedy 
The Museum of Contemporary Art 
Los Angeles is holding “Weirdo 
Night” on Saturday, Aug. 14, at 6:30 
p.m. Hosted by Dynasty Handbag, the 
performative alter ego of artist Jibz 
Cameron, the online program is an 
evening of raucous performance and 
comedy featuring Amelia Bande, 
Marawa Ibrahim, Phranc, Jaquita 
Ta’le and Francesca D’Uva. 
moca.ticketapp.org/portal/product/57. 
 

WORDTheatre 
WORDTheatre presents its next 
author and actor live streaming 
event on Sunday, Aug. 15, at noon. 
Actors Chris Cooper and Marianne 
Leone Cooper will perform two 
short stories by author Andre 
Dubus III. The live virtual perfor-
mance will be followed by a Q&A 
session with the performers and the 
author. Tickets are $25. wordthe-
atre.org/events/author-andre-dubus-
iii-and-actors-chris-cooper-and-
marianne-leone-cooper. 
 

Sergio Mendes 
Enjoy a night in Rio in the 
Hollywood Hills with legendary 
Brazilian bandleader Sergio Mendes 
on Sunday, Aug. 15, at 7 p.m. at the 
H o l l y w o o d 
Bowl. Mendes, 
and his dancers, 
will bring the 
spirit of Carnival 
to life with 
samba, bossa 
nova and jazz 
hits including 
“Mas Que Nada” and “The Look of 
Love.” Tickets start at $28. 2301 N. 
Highland Ave. hollywoodbowl.com. 
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Input sought on BH labor negotiations 

The Los Angeles City Council 
unanimously passed legislation on 
Aug. 11 instructing the city attorney 
to draft an ordinance requiring 
proof of COVID-19 vaccinations 
for Angelenos when dining indoors 
at restaurants or frequenting estab-
lishments such as gyms or sporting 
events. 

The motion was introduced by 
Council President Nury Martinez, 
6th District, and Councilman Mitch 
O’Farrell, 13 District, on Aug. 4 

The new law will require eligible 
individuals to have received at least 
one dose of the vaccine to enter 
indoor public spaces, including but 
not limited to restaurants, bars, 
retail establishments, fitness cen-
ters, spas and entertainment centers 
such as stadiums, concert venues, 
and movie theaters.  

“It’s our responsibility to protect 
the public, that includes protecting 
them from the unvaccinated,” 
Martinez said. “The decision to not 
get vaccinated doesn’t just affect 
you. We have kids under the age of 
12 who are not eligible for the vac-
cine yet, and someone’s decision to 
not get vaccinated affects them as 
well.” 

According to the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public 
Health, the county has experienced 
a near-doubling of the number of 
people hospitalized each day for 
COVID-19 during the past two 
weeks. Approximately 5.1 million 

people are fully vaccinated in Los 
Angeles County. 

“Instead of fighting science, we 
should be fighting the virus,” 
O’Farrell said. “The data is clear: 
vaccines are safe and effective. We 
have endured 18 months of mass 
illness and death, with the latest 
variant wreaking havoc across the 
globe. Free vaccinations are widely 
available for all who are eligible. 
This is a necessary and sensible 
step that will broadly protect the 
health and safety of Angelenos. It 
could very well ward off another 
economic shutdown, which would 
be devastating to our city and our 
nation.” 

Next, the city attorney will pre-
pare and present a draft ordinance 
to the City Council. An amendment 
to the motion, authored by 
Martinez, instructs the city attorney 
to work with the chief legislative 
analyst to incorporate how busi-
nesses, council offices and stake-
holders can comply with the mea-
sure. Martinez’s amendment also 
calls for input from parents, parent 
groups, teachers and pediatricians 
on how to best protect children. 

The motion instructs the new 
Community Investment for 
Families Department to report on 
how to expand the VaxUpLA cam-
paign and what resources are neces-
sary for a citywide outreach and 
education program on the COVID-
19 vaccines.

Council approves motion on  
vaccination requirements 

https://bogiesliquor.com


A group of West Hollywood ten-
ants at 1109 and 1115 Vista Street 
have organized in an attempt to 
prevent their eviction from apart-
ments that some residents have 
lived in for decades. 

On Saturday, members of the 
Vista Street Tenants Association 
West Hollywood held a yard sale to 
raise awareness about their possi-
ble evictions, which may come to 
fruition as result of the Ellis Act, 
according to the Westside Los 
Angeles Tenants Union. 

The union states that the act 
allows property owners to evict 
tenants in rent-controlled units if 

they are planning to go out of busi-
ness. While intended for “mom and 
pop” landlords looking to retire, it 
is often used by companies seeking 
to convent properties, according to 
the union.   

“I was only going to leave … if I 
died or bought a place,” resident 
Jody Margolis said.  

She had nothing but praise for 
her unit – an 850-square-foot one 
bedroom with parking, affordable 
rent, hardwood floors, charm, char-
acter and a washer and dryer. And 
it’s in West Hollywood, an area 
Margolis loves. 

“It’s a very special city,” she 
said. “The location is amazing.” 

Margolis is among the several 
tenants fighting the looming evic-
tion, which has been delayed due to 
the eviction moratorium, she said. 
They had known that the buildings 
were for sale, but they didn’t real-
ize they’d begin receiving buyout 

offers until late last year. 
Margolis, who has lived in her 

unit for 31 years, said she received 
her buyout notice after the sale of 
the building was finalized in May. 
By then, the Vista Street tenants 
had already begun to organize.  

“I felt like that is what we had to 
do,” Margolis added. “It’s such a 
great thing to be in solidarity. I 
wish we would’ve done this a long 
time ago, even though we were 
never in crisis before.” 

Their advocacy is in its infancy. 
Margolis said the yard sale was the 
association’s first event, though 
they hope to host more. It captured 
the attention of West Hollywood 
City Council members, as several 
stopped by during the sale. 

“This cannot happen in L.A.,” 
Margolis said, reiterating her 
appreciation for West Hollywood. 
“You know, the mayor is not com-
ing to your yard sale.” 

Mayor Lindsey Horvath was 
among the council members to 
attend after being invited via social 
media. She said the city is explor-
ing what the it can do to help Vista 
Street tenants.  

“I am discussing with our city 
staff, as well as our city attorney, to 
make sure that all of the rights and 
protections that are guaranteed to 
them as West Hollywood renters 
are protected and preserved,” 
Horvath added.  

Specifically, the association – 
and by extension, the union – are 
fighting the owners’ plans to con-
vert the apartments into “tenants-
in-common,” which enables own-
ers to navigate around condomini-
um regulations, according to the 
union.  

Although West Hollywood has 
fought against the Ellis Act before, 

Horvath said “tenants-in-common” 
was a new concept for her and that 
she wants to better understand the 
ramifications and legality of that 
type of housing.  

Margolis said a property across 
the street from her building is for 
sale, and that tenants there may be 
about to undergo the same process.   

“Vista’s on fire,” she added. “It’s 
bad. This is a really charming street 
with all these vintage buildings. It’s 
just going to be TIC’d off.” 

Margolis referenced “tenants-in-
common” being used in other 
areas, such as East Hollywood and 
Echo Park.  

“I see a lot of under-performing 
buildings being sold, and there’s 
nothing stopping this from happen-
ing if we don’t do anything to stop 
it,” she said. “It’s just like a giant 
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photo courtesy of the Vista Street Tenants Association West Hollywood 

Councilman John Erickson and Mayor Lindsey Horvath, right, speak with 
tenants during the association’s yard sale last weekend.

Vista Drive tenants fight displacement
n WeHo association 
fears property owners 
may use Ellis Act

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Aug. 5 
praised President Joe Biden admin-
istration’s move to advance smart 
fuel efficiency and emissions stan-
dards and set a target to make half 
of all new vehicles sold in 2030 
zero-emission vehicles. 

The proposed new standards are 
inspired by the groundbreaking 
California Framework Agreements, 
signed by the state with five major 
automakers in 2019 to serve as a 
path forward for clean vehicle stan-
dards nationwide in the face of 
Trump administration rollbacks. 

“California applauds the Biden 

Administration’s move to boldly 
reduce climate pollution from cars, 
inspired by California’s nation-
leading framework,” Newsom said. 
“The climate emergency demands 
no less. Today’s proposal will help 
to clean the air and create a health-
ier future for our children.” 

California led the charge to chal-
lenge the Trump administration 
rollbacks and continued reducing 
emissions, launching a sustained 
litigation campaign and joining a 
coalition of states calling for a 
strong, federal clean car standard. 

The state made a historic com-

mitment to require that sales of all 
new passenger vehicles be zero-
emission by 2035 and aggressively 
decarbonize heavy-duty vehicles 
such as trains, trucks and buses. 
California has targeted emissions 
from the heavy-duty sector with 
bold action to reduce pollution in 
disproportionately impacted com-
munities. The California 
Comeback Plan includes a $3.9 bil-
lion package to accelerate the 
state’s zero-emission vehicle goals 
and funding for clean vehicle infra-
structure and to help drive con-
sumer adoption of such vehicles. 

Newsom welcomes new federal emission standards

See Ellis page 22 

http://beverlyhills.org/citymanager/mayorandcouncilmembers/wellnesswednesdays/web.jsp?NFR=1
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Los Angeles City Councilmen 
Paul Koretz, 5th District, and 
Paul Krekorian, 2nd District, co-
presented a motion on Aug. 10 
requesting the Los Angeles City 
Attorney’s Office to draft an 
ordinance prohibiting the posses-
sion, purchase, sale, receipt and 
transportation of non-serialized 
firearms and unfinished gun parts 
in the city of Los Angeles. 

Commonly known as ghost 
guns, the non-serialized firearms 
have been linked to an increase 
in shootings and a surge of crime 
in the city, the lawmakers said. 
The gun parts are frequently sold 
online in kits that cost $400 to 
$525, and can be assembled at 
home with little expertise, 
according to the motion by 
Koretz and Krekorian. 

The Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives issued a rule that 
would expand the definition of a 
firearm to include weapons that 
can be assembled at home.  

The rule proposed by the coun-
cilmen aims to hold ready-to-
assemble gun kits to the same 
legal standards as completed, 
serialized guns.  

“Shootings and homicides 
have surged since the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and Los 
Angeles has been no exception. 

As of July 2021 homicides are up 
nearly 30% over last year and 
shootings are up 43%,” Koretz 
said. “Additionally, over 40% of 
guns confiscated by the ATF, and 
one third of crime guns recovered 
by the LAPD in Los Angeles in 
2020, were ghost guns. With such 
staggering numbers and the sharp 
increase in hate crimes, we can-
not turn a blind eye on a backdoor 
that allows criminals to gain 
access to firearms when they 
would otherwise be denied 
through the front door.” 

“Ghost guns are deliberately 
designed to avoid tracing, and 
when sold without background 
checks, end up in the possession 
of felons,” added Krekorian, who 
earlier this year sponsored a 
motion allowing a city lawsuit to 
go forward with pro bono counsel 
against Nevada-based Polymer 
80, one of the nation’s largest sell-
ers of ghost gun kits. “In Los 
Angeles, ghost guns were a factor 
in the sharp rise in homicides in 
2020. This motion enables the 
city to move aggressively to sig-
nificantly reduce the number of 
non-serialized firearms in our 
communities.”  

The motion will next be heard 
by the Los Angeles City 
Council’s Public Safety 
Committee. 

Councilmen call for tougher 
laws regulating ghost guns 

The Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors voted unanimously 
on Aug. 10 to instruct county public 
health experts, county counsel and 
the Department of Consumer and 
Business Affairs to examine the pos-
sibility of a policy requiring proof of 
vaccination for certain indoor public 
spaces and report back to the board 
in two weeks with an assessment 
and potential policy options. 

“The latest nationwide surge of 
COVID cases is being driven by and 
large by the unvaccinated,” said 
Supervisor Janice Hahn, 4th 
District. “To prevent future surges 
and new and more dangerous vari-

ants from circulating, especially as 
we approach fall and winter, we 
need to at least consider the possibil-
ity of requiring proof of vaccination 
for certain indoor public settings.” 

The report will assess policies 
adopted by other jurisdictions, con-
sider whether a possible policy 
should require proof of one dose or 
full vaccination, as well as whether 
the policy should apply to all indoor 
public spaces or just to certain non-
essential businesses and events.  

“I want to avoid a situation where 
we are forced to shut down busi-
nesses and limit capacity. That was 
devastating to our businesses and 

our local workers. We need to look 
at every tool at our disposal to pro-
tect our residents and our economy,” 
Hahn added. “Everyone who is eli-
gible has the responsibility to get 
vaccinated. The vaccines are our 
best tool to get out of this pandemic 
and they provide a layer of protec-
tion for not only the vaccinated per-
son, but for everyone around them.” 

The board also asked for a report 
from the Department of Public 
Health in 14 days on the process for 
how people can prove their vaccina-
tion status and how businesses can 
verify vaccination status using exist-
ing digital forms of records. 

County moves closer to requiring proof of vaccination

The Los Angeles Police 
Department is warning the public 
about a suspect who has allegedly 
exposed himself to people in the 
Melrose area on multiple occasions 
and is facing lewd conduct charges. 

The suspect, Vincent Galamay, 
28, is believed to be homeless, said 
Detective Tanya Ogelsby, with the 
LAPD’s Operations West Bureau 
Sexual Assault Unit. Galamay was 
arrested on Aug. 4 in the 500 block 
of North Curson Avenue after he 
allegedly exposed himself in front 
of a female victim on Clinton Street. 
Patrol officers from the Wilshire 
Division took Galamay into custody 
after the victim made a citizen’s 
arrest, Ogelsby added. The suspect 
was charged with indecent exposure 
and lewd conduct, which are misde-
meanors, and was released pending 
a court date in December, the detec-
tive added. 

Ogelsby warned that the suspect 
committed other similar crimes in 
the past and authorities are asking 
additional victims to report them. 
She said patrol officers are aware 
that Galamay was released from 
custody and they are actively moni-
toring to see if he returns to the 
Melrose area. Ogelsby said so far 

“it’s been quiet,” but authorities are 
concerned he may return and com-
mit additional crimes. 

Ogelsby and Detective Brent 
Hopkins, also with the Operations 
West Bureau Sexual Assault Unit, 
said residents in the Melrose area 
posted information on the Nextdoor 
app about the lewd conduct, but few 
reported it to police. One previous 
victim filed a report with the police 
department in May and officers had 
been looking for the suspect for 

weeks before the incident on 
Clinton Street occurred. The detec-
tives said without police reports, it 
was difficult to determine how 
many crimes he might have com-
mitted. 

“Hopefully, we will get more vic-
tims to file a report,” Ogelsby said. 
“The residents came together and 
were sharing information about him 
online. We think there were other 
instances, but no one reported 
them.” 

Peter Nichols, co-founder of the 
Melrose Action Neighborhood 
Watch, said he received information 
via email from other people in the 
neighborhood and posted a photo-
graph he was sent of the alleged sus-
pect on the organization’s website. 
Nichols said the lewd conduct has 
caused a lot of concern among resi-
dents. 

“This story ruminated for a while 
but it seems nobody really came for-
ward,” Nichols said. “Just a post on 
Nextdoor is not enough. We want 
people to report these things to 
police. Let’s try to keep this guy off 
the streets.” 

Galamay is known to frequent the 
Melrose area and neighborhoods 
around Poinsettia Park. Anyone 
who witnesses the suspect commit-
ting a crime is urged to call 911 or 
report it to the Wilshire Division by 
calling (213)473-0476. Ogelsby is 
also seeking information from past 
victims, and she encouraged them to 
email her at 32301@lapd.online.

n Authorities ask 
additional victims  
to come forward

Police caution about alleged lewd conduct suspect

photo courtesy of Melrose Action Neighborhood 
Watch 

Residents posted a photograph of 
the alleged indecent exposure sus-
pect on the Nextdoor app, but few 
people reported the lewd conduct 
to police.

To increase local business partic-
ipation in city contracting and 
employment opportunities, the Los 
Angeles City Council has approved 
the creation of the Local Business 
Preference Program. 

Los Angeles City Councilman 
Paul Krekorian, 2nd District, intro-
duced the motion to establish the 
program, which aims to create more 
opportunity for Los Angeles County 
businesses that could be eligible for 
a contracting preference. 

“The Local Business Preference 
Program is a critical component of 
the effort I launched six years ago to 
boost the local economy and high-
light the extraordinary businesses 
that are based in Los Angeles,” 
Krekorian said. “It encourages local 
and small business participation in 
city-funded contract bidding and 
keeps jobs in Los Angeles. This is 
more urgent than ever as we grow 
the economy coming out of the pan-
demic.” 

Overseen by the city’s Bureau of 

Contract Administration, bid prefer-
ence programs provide a contract-
ing preference to certified small and 
local businesses, and other Los 
Angeles County-based entities that 
bid on city contracts for goods, 
equipment and supplies. The Small 
Local Business, Local Business 
Preference program, and 
Transitional Job Opportunities pro-
grams have been consolidated into 
the Local Business Preference 
Program. Combining the programs 
creates consistency for businesses 
that previously had different certifi-
cation requirements, Krekorian 
said. The updated program is 
intended to further encourage busi-
nesses to compete for city contract-
ing opportunities. 

“In Los Angeles, we are commit-
ted to do all that we can to help keep 
businesses afloat,” said Mike Davis, 
president pro tempore of the Board 
of Public Works Commission. 

For information, visit 
bca.lacity.org/certification. 

City gives preferences to local 
small businesses in contracts

By edwin folven                 

Los Angeles County District 
Attorney George Gascón recently 
released a public service 
announcement warning people 
about immigration scams. 

“Immigrants play a profound 
role in shaping the character of 
life in Los Angeles County,” 
Gascón said. “As someone who 
came to this country at age 13, I 
know the vulnerabilities of our 
newest residents, particularly 
those who do not speak English. I 
am committed to stopping crimes 
that target our immigrant commu-
nities by making sure that all resi-

dents of Los Angeles County have 
the information they need to rec-
ognize and avoid deceptive and 
illegal practices before they 
become crime victims.” 

In response to recent cases 
involving the scam, in which per-
petrators claim that they can assist 
immigrants in receiving services 
more quickly if fees are paid, the 
district attorney urged residents to 
make informed decisions when 
securing immigration services. 

For information, visit 
da.lacounty.gov. To report fraud, 
call (800)593-8222.

D.A. issues warning about scams

https://melrosetradingpost.org
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The Los Angeles County 
Development Authority launched 
its new website at the end of July. 
The launch completes the agency’s 
rebranding, which first began in 
2019, when it underwent a name 
change and adopted a new logo. 
The new site supports the 
LACDA’s commitment to provid-
ing valuable and easily accessible 
resources to the public. 

It offers a clean, modern design, 
with easy navigation to help guide 
users to quickly search through the 

vast array of housing, community 
and economic development pro-
grams and services.  

The goal of the redesign is to 
update and streamline the agency’s 
information delivery. 

Conceptualized and developed 
fully in-house with existing staff 
resources, the website takes visitors 
on a visual tour of agency program-
ming.  

The website development team 
analyzed visitor trends and extract-
ed frequently accessed information 

to put it front and center to simplify 
navigation. 

“The agency’s previous website 
was launched nearly 10 years ago,” 
said Emilio Salas, LACDA’s exec-
utive director. “Since then, not only 
has technology changed signifi-
cantly, but the agency itself has 
transformed and expanded its pro-
gram portfolio. It was time to 
reimagine our digital presence and 
improve online communication 
with the over 180,000 visitors that 
access our website each year.” 

The LACDA ensured the new 
website was mobile responsive.  

For information, visit lacda.org.

When students return to Los 
Angeles Unified School District 
schools on Monday, Aug. 16, they 
will experience new measures the 
district has implemented to ensure 
health and safety on campus. 

Under new state regulations 
announced on Aug. 11 by Gov. 
Gavin Newsom, all school employ-
ees will be required to be vaccinat-
ed or undergo weekly COVID-19 
testing. The governor’s order 
requires that all school districts 
comply by Oct. 15. 

The LAUSD has taken the 
requirements further, also mandat-
ing that all students show proof of 
vaccination or a negative coron-
avirus test before reentering 
schools. All students, teachers, staff 
and visitors will be screened for 
COVID-19 symptoms before enter-

ing campuses, and school staff and 
students will be required to undergo 
weekly virus testing, regardless of 
vaccination status. Students over 
age 12 are encouraged to get vacci-
nations, and the district is asking 
parents and family members to vol-
untarily get vaccinated. Many cam-
puses, including Hollywood High 
School, will have testing sites, and 
mobile testing units will be dis-
patched on a weekly basis to all 
campuses without permanent test-
ing capabilities. 

Also, masks will be required for 
everyone at all LAUSD campuses, 
and physical distancing will be 
enforced as much as possible. 
LAUSD Board of Education mem-
ber Nick Melvoin believes the safe-
ty measures will ensure a smooth 
and safe return to campus. 

“I’m excited to see so many of 
our students and families back on 
campus for full-time, in-person 
instruction,” Melvoin said. “The 
best place for our kids right now is 
in the classroom, and we have the 
necessary protocols in place to wel-

come everyone back as safely as 
possible.” 

The district has been holding vir-
tual meetings for parents and stu-
dents to prepare them for new 
requirements during the upcoming 
year, said Melvoin’s spokeswoman 
Ally Salvaria. Families can call the 
district’s Family Vaccination 
Hotline at (213)328-3958 and visit 
achieve.lausd.net/backtoschool for 
information. 

The district has also outlined 
other steps that have been taken to 
ensure safety. New air filtration sys-
tems have been installed in all 
school buildings and supplies 
including masks and personal pro-
tective equipment will be available 
for distribution. Custodial staff has 
been increased for extra cleaning. 

“We’ve also put together the L.A. 
Unified Back to School Family 
Guide for you and your family to 
learn more about our academic, 
social, safety plans and require-
ments for this coming school year,” 
Interim Superintendent Megan K. 
Reilly said in a statement. “The 
most important piece to our return, 
however, is you. What makes our 
schools so special are those who 
bring our campuses to life – our stu-
dents, families, teachers and school 
site staff.” 

To prepare students for their 
return to campus, the nonprofit Big 
Sunday held a back to school sup-
plies giveaway on Aug. 10 at its 
headquarters at 6111 Melrose Ave. 
Big Sunday collected monetary 
donations to buy school supplies 
for approximately 3,000 students. 

Schools and nonprofits serving 
families were invited to pick up 
backpacks full of pens, pencils, 
crayons, markers, erasers, note-
books and other necessities. 
Volunteers from Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center helped fill back-
packs before they were distributed 

on Tuesday. Many of the schools 
and organizations receiving sup-
plies are located in underserved 
neighborhoods, Big Sunday 
founder and executive director 
David Levinson said. 

“We are giving away 3,000 back-
packs to kids at more than 20 differ-
ent schools and after school pro-
grams throughout the city. This is 
the first time in two years that they 
are going back to school for a full 
year, so it’s more important than 
ever,” Levinson said. “We are so 
glad we are able to help students 
and parents. It’s all the stuff they 
will need.” 

The supplies were provided to 
Windsor Hills Magnet School, 
Hillcrest Drive Elementary School, 
Emerson Elementary School, Paseo 
del Rey Elementary School and 
Crete Academy, as well as the 
Union Rescue Mission, Crypto 
Kids Camp, Allies for Every Child, 
Impact LA, Girls Inc. of Greater 
Los Angeles, William R. Anton 
EEC, Wellnest, Department of 
Children and Family Services 
Shelter Care, Aviva Family and 

Children’s Services, Project Joy, 
Boys and Girls Clubs of the Los 
Angeles Harbor, East Los Angeles 
Women’s Center and RTLA 
Church. 

Rachel Axelrad, a teacher at 
Hillcrest Drive Elementary in the 
Crenshaw District, collected school 
supplies on Aug. 10 for 100 stu-
dents at her campus. 

“This allows us to give things to 
students who otherwise wouldn’t 
have had these supplies. It puts 
them in their hands so they can start 
school with everything they need to 
really be successful,” Axelrad said. 
“It makes a pretty big difference. 
One hundred backpacks [repre-
sents] a fifth of our school’s popu-
lation, so that actually makes a pret-
ty big dent in how we serve them 
and what we give to them.” 

Levinson said Big Sunday will 
continue efforts to support under-
served populations and he encour-
aged anyone who wants to volun-
teer to visit bigsunday.org. 

“There’s always a need,” he 
added. “There are always opportu-
nities to help.” 
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Big Sunday held a school supplies giveaway on Aug. 10 to help students 
succeed when they return to campus. 

LAUSD welcomes back vaccinated students
n Others must have 
negative COVID-19 
test, masks mandatory
By edwin folven                 

photo by Edwin Folven 

Big Sunday gave away school supplies and collected donations at its 
headquarters on Melrose Avenue.  

West Hollywood formally passes hotel ordinance 
The West Hollywood City 

Council on Aug. 2 approved on 
second reading the Hotel Worker 
Protection Ordinance, which 
establishes certain additional pro-
tections for hotel workers in the 
city. 

The ordinance provides the 
“right to recall” to employees laid-
off due to catastrophic events 
(such as COVID-19); requires 
hotels to provide personal security 
devices (sometimes known as 
panic buttons); sets standards for 
workloads and compensation; and 
requires hotels to provide public 
housekeeping training. 

S.O.S. WeHo, a coalition of 
businesses, workers and concerned 
citizens, denounced the passage of 
the controversial ordinance. Critics 
argue that the city was unable to 
provide any statistical evidence 
based in West Hollywood to sup-
port the measure, and that a coun-

cil majority unilaterally rejected 
multiple calls for study and 
stymied public requests for infor-
mation.  

“We are extremely disappointed 
by the council’s decision to rush 
this unnecessary hotel ordinance 
without even studying its impacts,” 
said Genevieve Morrill, president 
of the West Hollywood Chamber 
of Commerce. “Paraded as worker 
safety, the council’s decision will 
actually hurt workers at a time 
when families need money most to 
support their families as the pan-
demic continues. In fact, most of 
our hotels stayed open throughout 
all of 2020 to serve emergency 
workers, and then took extraordi-
nary efforts to bring all of their 
employees back before many other 
hotels in other cities. So, we punish 
them now as bad employers? 
Where is the proof?” 

Opponents of the law assert that 

it is a special interest legislation 
disguised as a safety measure 
whose true intent is to induce hotel 
unionization through excessively 
punitive measures.  

The measures include convert-
ing entire shifts to double time pay 
in the event that workload restric-
tions are exceeded, as well as 
requiring permission slips seven 
days in advance by employees if 
they wish to work more than two 
hours of overtime in one shift, 
coalition representatives stated.  

None of the above measures 
exist in any federal or state labor 
law in the country, and union hotels 
are exempt regardless of whether 
they are included in their bargain-
ing agreement, according to the 
coalition. Workers can expect to 
see their incomes drop by as much 
as 30% with the loss of voluntary 
overtime wages and gratuities, 
opponents said.  

Development authority launches site

https://www.theagencyre.com


After four months of review, the 
Los Angeles Cultural Heritage 
Commission voted on Aug. 5 to rec-
ommend the Fairfax Theatre as a 
historic-cultural monument. The 
Los Angeles City Council’s 
Planning and Land Use 
Management Committee will next 
review the application for historic-
cultural monument status at a date to 
be determined, and will forward its 
recommendation to the full City 
Council for final consideration. 

The long-vacant Fairfax Theatre, 
located on Beverly Boulevard just 
west of Fairfax Avenue, remains 
boarded up and empty. The build-
ing’s owner, B&F Associates, has 
city approval to build a 71-unit 
housing complex at the site, and the 
entitlements last through 2024. 

Those approvals already require 
the owner to preserve the theater’s 
marquee and Art Deco tower, which 
remain intact on the front of the 
building. Whether or not the City 
Council grants historic-cultural sta-

tus to the theater building, it will not 
affect the owner’s right to build the 
housing project. However, a his-
toric-cultural monument designation 
would preclude the owner from 
embarking on any other project at 
the site without going through the 
city planning process again and con-
ducting a new environmental 
review. 

The Los Angeles Cultural 
Heritage Commission’s recommen-
dation came six days after the State 
Historical Resources Commission 
recommended that the 1932 Fairfax 
Theatre building be placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
Because the owner opposed historic 
designation due to the former theater 
building being significantly altered 
over the years, the building will not 
be placed on the national list. But, if 
the owner tries to complete a differ-
ent project at the site than what has 
already been approved by the city of 
Los Angeles, it would trigger further 
review at the state level. 

Preservationist Steven Luftman, 
who filed the application for historic 
status with the city and state, said he 
is optimistic it will be approved by 
the City Council. Luftman conduct-
ed extensive research that he said 
determined the Fairfax Theatre was 

at the center of the Jewish communi-
ty during an important period for the 
Fairfax District and city of Los 
Angeles. Community meetings, reli-
gious services and special events 
were held at the theater at a time 
when the first synagogues were 
being built in the neighborhood. 
Luftman hopes the owner will have 
a change of mind and devote the 
building as a center for the arts. 

“We are hoping the owner can see 
how important it is to the city,” 
Luftman added. “There is a great 
opportunity for another adaptive 
reuse. I remain optimistic. I see it as 
a starting point for finding another 
use than luxury condominiums.” 
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The Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission voted to recommend the 
Fairfax Theatre as a historic-cultural monument.

Notable Quotes 
 
“Contemplate the miracle of local newspapers like the Park Labrea 

News and Beverly Press. They start out as giant blank rolls of newsprint, 
and soon they will be filled with the doings of the day: calendars of 
what’s ahead, who plowed into whom, lawsuits, police reports, ads, 
restaurant reviews, zoning disputes and photos. I love the beautiful rus-
tle of the newspaper, refuge of the thinking person, one of life’s most 
soulful retreats.”   

 
Chris Erskine 
An excerpt from “Thank heavens for the miracle of newspapers”  
Beverly Press/Park Labrea News, Feb. 6, 2020 
 
 
 
The Los Angeles Press Club announced the 2021 SoCal Journalism 

Award Finalists on Wednesday, Aug. 11. The Beverly Press and Park 
Labrea News are proud to be a finalist for “BEST ISSUE: A publication, 
supplement or special issue from a single day, demonstrating outstand-
ing art direction, layout and/or graphics,” for our 30th Anniversary issue, 
which published Feb. 6, 2020. We are equally as proud to have had Chris 
Erskine, a long-time Los Angeles Times columnist and author of “Man 
of the House,” “Daditude: The Joys and Absurdities of Modern 
Fatherhood,” and “Lavender in Your Lemonade,” write a column for this 
issue.  

  
 
 

*Source Beverly Press/Park Labrea News 
 

Council will review theater’s historic status
n Fate of Fairfax 
Theatre still may  
not change

By edwin folven                 

WeHo to host awards ceremonies  
The city of West Hollywood will 

host a joint ceremony of the annual 
Rainbow Key Awards and 
Etheridge Award virtually via Zoom 
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 19. 
Details for registering and live-
viewing of the ceremony via Zoom 
are available by visiting the City’s 
website at  weho.org/rainbowkey. 
Following the event, the ceremony 
will be made available for replay 
viewing on the city’s WeHoTV 
YouTube channel at 
youtube.com/wehotv. 

Each year, the West Hollywood 
City Council selects award recipi-
ents following recommendations 
made through a nomination process 
overseen by the city of West 
Hollywood’s Lesbian and Gay 
Advisory Board.  

This year’s Rainbow Key Awards 
honorees are Dante Alencastre, local 
documentary filmmaker and LGBT 
community activist; Grace 
Baldridge, local musician and com-

poser; Jeff Consoletti, principal of 
JJLA and producer of LA Pride; 
Sophie B. Hawkins, Grammy-nom-
inated singer-songwriter, multi-
instrumentalist, writer, actor and 
painter; NiK Kacy, a gender-non-
binary trans-masculine fashion 
designer and host of the annual 
Equality Fashion Week; Troy 
Masters, publisher of Los Angeles 
Blade, Los Angeles’ LGBT newspa-
per; Paulo Murillo, editor in chief 
and publisher of WeHo Times; and 
Dr. Adrian Ravarour, the founder of 
San Francisco-based Vanguard who 
is also a priest and spiritual artist. 

The Etheridge Award will be con-
ferred to outgoing CEO of the Los 
Angeles LGBT Center and the for-
mer CEO of the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force, Lorri L. Jean, 
for her relentless advocacy and tire-
less efforts on behalf of the 
LGBTQ+ community.  

For information, call (323)848-
6364 or visit weho.org/rainbowkey.  

https://www.bhtota.org


Los Angeles City Attorney Mike 
Feuer on Aug. 10 called for a wide-
ranging and expansive vaccination 
mandate amidst a local and national 
surge in COVID-19 driven by the 
Delta variant.  

“I urge officials at every level of 
government to implement firm vac-
cine mandates,” Feuer said.  

He said the mandates should 

include requiring proof of vaccina-
tion in indoor public places, includ-
ing restaurants, bars, gyms and per-
formance and event venues. 

He also said it should be manda-
tory that all public employees be 
fully vaccinated, or face possible 
suspension or even termination, 
with appropriate exemptions. 

The vaccination requirements 

would also pertain to all airline pas-
sengers, requiring them to prove 
they are fully vaccinated, or that 
they are negative for COVID-19. 

“L.A. County now reports 3,000 
or more new confirmed cases per 
day of COVID-19, primarily from 
the highly contagious and danger-
ous Delta variant,” Feuer added. 
“Why? Because millions of eligible 
L.A. County residents simply 
refuse to get their shots.” 

Rob Wilcox, a lifelong Angeleno 
who has served in city government 
for the past 20 years, said he knows 
first-hand the problems facing the 
city. 

As deputy city controller and 
chief deputy inspector general 
under former Los Angeles 
Controller Laura Chick, and as the 
current director of community 
engagement and outreach for Los 
Angeles City Attorney Mike Feuer, 
Wilcox has seen how government 
functions and what it takes to get 
things accomplished, he added. 

That is why he is running for Los 
Angeles city controller in 2022, to 
effectuate change and help solve 
intractable problems such as home-
lessness, crime and corruption. The 
city controller is the chief account-
ing officer and chief auditor for the 
city, and as such oversees how tax-
payer money is spent and distrib-
uted. 

“I am ready to run for citywide 
office because I believe we need a 
change. I believe this will be an 
election of change versus status 
quo,” Wilcox said. “The city that I 
love, the city of Los Angeles, is in 
crisis, and I believe the city con-
troller’s office is one of the most 
consequential offices in city gov-
ernment.” 

Wilcox is running to succeed cur-
rent Los Angeles Controller Ron 
Galperin, who will be termed out in 
2022. Also running is Los Angeles 
City Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th 
District, who is also termed out 
next year in his current position. 
Wilcox said one of the things that 
sets him apart is that he is not a 
career politician and is not part of 
the status quo. 

“I am not an incumbent elected 
official. I am not going to have the 

most money and the establishment 
behind me. This is going to be a 
grassroots campaign, and I am ask-
ing the people of Los Angeles to 
join me,” he said. “The upcoming 
Los Angeles city elections are prob-
ably the most important ever held 
in our city. We are in a moment of 
crisis. I knew that it was time for 
me to step up as a candidate, espe-
cially as controller in an office 
where I know the power and capa-
bilities. I have the experience to do 
the job and affect real transforma-
tive change.” 

Wilcox said he has been speak-
ing to people throughout the city 
and wants to hear about issues they 
believe need to be addressed. He 
cited addressing homelessness as 
his top priority, and vowed to 
examine how the city spends 
money to fix the problem. 

“Let’s look at issue No. 1, home-
lessness. We know what we are 
doing now is not working. The city 
doesn’t have a plan. We have no 
comprehensive plan to deal with 
the homelessness crisis,” Wilcox 
said. “I want to perform the very 
first performance audit overall on 
the homelessness issue and look at 
every dollar that touches homeless-
ness, whether it’s in Public Works, 
the L.A. Homeless Services 
Authority, the Housing Department 
or the many nonprofits that receive 
taxpayer dollars that serve those 
experiencing homelessness. 
Remember, the controller can look 
at any public dollar, it doesn’t have 
to be in a city department. If it goes 
out to a nonprofit or a third party 
contractor, the controller can look 
at those dollars.” 

Wilcox also cited public safety as 
a primary concern, including rising 
crime. He said people he has spo-
ken to throughout the city have told 
him they are concerned about the 

threat crime poses in the neighbor-
hoods, particularly gun violence. 
He vowed to examine how the city 
spends money in addressing public 
safety. 

“There is a real concern about 
crime in the neighborhoods and a 
rise in crime, so that is an important 
issue and we have to look at polic-
ing in Los Angeles and look at 
reforming, reinventing and reimag-
ining the L.A. Police Department,” 
Wilcox said. “There are certain 
things our sworn officers should 
not be doing. They shouldn’t be the 
first ones responding to homeless 
individuals, to those suffering from 
mental health issues. We really 
have to look at the police depart-
ment as a whole and how we can 
improve policing and issues of 
crime. Gun violence is up over 70% 
during the first several months of 
this year and we’ve got to be asking 
the questions why, and what can we 
do to stem that increase and that cri-
sis. A real priority for me is keeping 
our neighborhoods safe and secure 
and that our residents feel respected 
and served by our police depart-
ment.” 

Wilcox also stressed the con-
troller’s ability to fight corruption 
and said he plans to be a stern 
watchdog over City Hall. 

“The people of Los Angeles 
expect more from their elected offi-
cials and their government. As con-
troller, I will look at things like how 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
contracts are handed out. What are 
the rules and procedures?” Wilcox 
added. “Let’s look at the develop-
ment process. As we have seen with 
the scandals in City Hall with coun-
cil members, that’s all revolved 
around the development process. 
The controller can go in and take a 
deep dive into those issues, uncover 
the problems and find solutions to 

put forward in a road map for 
change.” 

During his tenure as director of 
community engagement and out-
reach in the city attorney’s office, 
Wilcox has helped Feuer organize 
and facilitate public meetings to 
keep the city focused on issues con-
cerning residents. 

“The controller can audit, the 
controller can produce these 
roadmaps for change and for 
improvement, but the controller 
does not have the power to imple-
ment those reports,” Wilcox said. 
“When I come out with my audits 
and our reports for change, I am 
going to make sure I am beating the 
drum and get the attention of the 
people of Los Angeles to make sure 
we can hold our elected leaders’ 
feet to the fire and get these 
changes implemented.” 

Wilcox encouraged people to 
reach out to his campaign office if 
they want to share concerns and 
said he will continue to meet with 
constituents. Wilcox added that 
above all else, it is his experience 
that sets him apart. 

“Serving as deputy to Laura 
Chick for over seven years was the 
ultimate experience in looking at 
how she transformed the office of 
city controller. When she was 
named by the governor to be the 
inspector general to oversee the 
Obama-era Recovery Act dollars, 
she took me to Sacramento to be 
her chief deputy inspector general,” 
Wilcox said. “This is incredible 
experience that I want to use for the 
people of Los Angeles in the com-
ing years. This is change versus the 
status quo, and I am the change 
candidate.” 
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Candidate stresses change in controller bid
By edwin folven                 

photo courtesy of the Rob Wilcox for city controller campaign 

Candidate Rob Wilcox vowed to bring systemic change if elected as city 
controller in 2022. 

FilmLA releases positive regional production update 
FilmLA, a partner film office for 

the city and county of Los Angeles 
and other local jurisdictions, on 
Aug. 5 issued an update regarding 
regional filming activity. 

Following nearly a year and a 
half of reduced production activity, 
high on-location production levels 
from April through June allowed 
FilmLA to announce its best quar-
ter since late 2019. A total of 9,791 
shoot days were recorded across 
all categories in the second quarter 
of 2021. A year prior, the COVID-
19 shutdown sent filming levels 
crashing to record lows. 

Last year’s unusual circum-
stances required FilmLA analysts 
to look for new ways to under-
stand present-day filming levels. 
Before the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the average number of shoot days 
recorded in a quarter totaled 
9,135, meaning that the second 
quarter of 2021 activity bested the 
2019 average quarterly by 7.2%. 

The second quarter of 2021 also 
delivered an increase in shoot 
days compared to the immediate 
three months prior. By that mea-
sure, quarterly production 

increased approximately 40 % 
(from 7,011 shoot days to 9,791) 
since March.  

All of the four major categories 
tracked by FilmLA – features, 
commercials, television and other  
– experienced significantly 
increased activity. Leading the 
pack were commercials, with a 
55.5% increase, followed by the 
other category (up 49.7%), fea-
tures (43.3%) and television 
(30.5%). 

Another way to evaluate recent 
growth is to compare each catego-
ry to its five-year rolling average. 
By this measure, shoot days for 
television were up by 82.1%, fol-
lowed by commercials (up 
38.5%). Trailing behind, however, 
were the other category (down 
7.7%) and features (down 9.4%). 

“By almost any available mea-
sure, the second quarter was good 
for filming in Los Angeles,” 
FilmLA President Paul Audley 
said. “With local COVID-19 cases 
rising, it’s not clear whether that 
will be sustainable, but the indus-
try’s commitment to community, 
cast and crew safety remains firm-

ly in place.” 
Television series that shot local-

ly include CBS’ “Ghosts,” “The 
Dropout” (Hulu), “American 
Crime Story: Impeachment” (FX), 
“Animal Kingdom” (TNT), 
Starz’s “Gaslit,” “Star Trek: 
Picard” (CBS All Access) and two 
new Netflix series — “Lincoln 
Lawyer” and “Monster.” 

Feature films that shot locally 
include Netflix’s “Day Shift”, 
“Hollywood Stargirl” (Disney+) 
and “Kimi” (HBO Max). The new 
Steven Spielberg movie, “The 
Fabelmans,” also started shooting 
last month.  

FilmLA analysts declined to 
predict how the spread of COVID-
19 will impact regional production 
activity moving forward. 

“Appendix J protocols specific 
to filming were removed by Los 
Angeles County in June,” Audley 
said. “Nonetheless, the industry’s 
robust safety guidelines remain 
firmly in place and these have so 
far proven effective for keeping 
business moving safely.” 

For information, visit 
filmla.com.  

Feuer calls for mandatory vaccinations 

http://www.vineamericanparty.com


The Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences’ Board of 
Governors has re-elected casting 
director David Rubin as president 
of the academy. 

Elected vice presidents are 
DeVon Franklin (chair of the 
board’s Equity and Inclusion 
Committee), Donna Gigliotti 
(chair of the board’s Governance 
Committee), Larry Karaszewski 
(chair, History and Preservation 

Committee), David Linde (chair, 
Finance Committee), Isis 
Mussenden (chair, Museum 
Committee), Wynn P. Thomas 
(chair, Education and Outreach 
Committee), Jennifer Todd (chair, 
Awards Committee) and Janet 
Yang (chair, Membership 
Committee). 

Rubin will begin his third term 
as president and his ninth year as a 
governor representing the Casting 

Directors Branch. Karaszewski, 
Mussenden, Thomas and Yang 
were re-elected as officers. This 
will be the first officer stint for 
Franklin, Gigliotti, Linde and 
Todd. 

The number of officer positions 
increased to nine in 2021 with the 
addition of the board’s Equity and 
Inclusion Committee and the sepa-
ration of the membership and gov-
ernance committees into two enti-
ties. 

For information, visit 
oscars.org.  

The city of Beverly Hills 
Community Service Department 
and its Concerts on Canon summer 
series brings high energy country 
music to Beverly Canon Gardens 
on Thursday, Aug. 12, with a per-
formance by Country Nation. 

The free outdoor Concerts on 
Canon series will be held every 
Thursday through Sept. 9, with 45-
minute musical sets at 6 and 7:15 
p.m. Tables and chairs are provided 
on a first-come, first-served basis, 
and there is seating on a large, 
grassy area.  

Guests can bring food for a pic-
nic or purchase meals from neigh-
boring restaurants.  

Country Nation performs mod-
ern country music by superstars 
such as Luke Bryan, Jason Aldean, 
Blake Shelton, Miranda Lambert, 
Kacey Musgraves and Keith 
Urban. The group features male 
and female vocalists performing 
harmonies and bringing a concert 
energy that engages audiences. 

The Concerts on Canon series 
also includes Bill Rotella and the 
Earthtones performing original 

songs on Aug. 19; Singular Nature 
performing reggae on Aug. 26, 
Joyce Partise performing jazz and 
Brazilian bossa nova on Sept. 2, 
and Music Carolyn performing 
soul jazz and neo-soul R&B on 

Sept. 9. 
Beverly Canon Gardens is locat-

ed at 241 N. Canon Drive. Adjacent 
parking is available. For informa-
tion, visit beverlyhills.org/concert-
soncanon. 
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6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market 
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 Follow Us! 

@duparsfm

Open Mon.-Fri. 
7am - 6pm 
Sat. & Sun.  
6am - 6pm

Come in from 4-6 and pay the price on the 
clock for your meal! (must purchase a beverage) 

GRILLED SALMON TAPENADE 
Grilled Atlantic salmon served on creamed 
spinach and creamy mashed potatoes 
 

ALMOND CHICKEN 
Breast of chicken dusted with flour and  
almonds served with creamy mashed potatoes 
and steamed broccoli  
 

SPAGHETTI AND MEATBALLS 
Served with marinara sauce and meatballs 

BEAT THE CLOCK HOTCAKE 
One Buttermilk Hotcake, one egg, choice of one turkey link or 
bacon. Served with maple syrup and butter 
 

GOURMET MEATLOAF 
Choice chuck and pork ground together to create this old 
time favorite! Topped with mushrooms and gravy. Served with 
creamy mashed potatoes 

Offer not valid with any other discounts and promotions.  
No substitutions. Beverage purchase required. Dine in only.  
Subject to change without prior notice. 

“Feed Kids Early”  
Dinner Specials 

Mon.-Fri. 4-6 pm

= Time To

CHLA hosts dance party for patient

photo courtesy of Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles patient Genesis, 15, is awaiting a 
heart transplant, and staff members recently took a unique approach 
to keep her spirits lifted. Her care team — doctors, nurses and child 
life specialists — surprised her by gathering around for an impromptu 
dance party to her favorite BTS song, “Dynamite.” Genesis knows the 
lyrics by heart and couldn’t stop grooving, smiling and reveling in the 
moment. Video of the dance party is available on CHLA’s social 
media sites. For information, visit chla.org.  

Concerts on Canon go country Aug. 12 in Beverly Hills

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills 

Audiences can enjoy outdoor concerts during the Concerts on Canon 
summer music series.

Academy board elects new officers

http://dupars.net/Store/
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photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills 

Mayor Bob Wunderlich, left, joined  Wallis Executive Director Rachel 
Fine, Vice Mayor Lili Bosse, Beverly Hills Arts and Cultural 
Commission member Stephanie Vahn, Commission Chair Deborah 
Frank, Human Relations Commissioner Noell Freeman, and 
Councilmen Julian Gold and John Mirisch at the launch of Sing for 
Hope Pianos Beverly Hills. 

In partnership with the city of 
Beverly Hills and the Wallis 
Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts, Sing for Hope 
Pianos Beverly Hills launched on 
Aug. 5 with a month-long pro-
gram of public art and music pro-
gramming featuring 16 colorfully 
vibrant upright pianos painted by 
L.A.-area artists. 

The Sing for Hope Pianos will 
be on display in parks and other 
public spaces for everyone to see, 
play and enjoy through Sept. 6. 
The Sing for Hope Pianos will be 
located by the lily pond and art 
block in Beverly Gardens Park, 
and at Beverly Canon Gardens, 
Beverly Hills City Hall, the 
Beverly Hills Conference and 
Visitors Bureau, Crescent Drive 
Mini Park, Greystone Mansion 
and Gardens, La Cienega Park, 
Hamel Mini Park, Reeves Mini 
Park, Rexford Mini Park, 
Roxbury Park, Two Rodeo, The 
Wallis, Wells Fargo Plaza and 
Will Rogers Memorial Park. 

The launch event featured a 
special performance by 16 local 
pianists playing Bach in unison 
on all of the Sing for Hope 
Pianos, as well as a performance 
by sopranos and Sing for Hope 

co-founders Monica Yunus and 
Camille Zamora, accompanied 
by Wallis Executive Director and 
CEO Rachel Fine. Dancers from 
Debbie Allen Dance Troupe as 
performed, as well as pianist 
Bryan Pezzone, who performed 
“Lakmé” by Léo Delibes; 
Herman Jackson, who played a 
Motown medley; Tommy Coster, 
who performed “Europa” written 
by Tom Coster Sr. and Carlos 
Santana; and Wayne Linsey. 
Actor and activist Monique 
Coleman received Sing for 
Hope’s annual Art for All Award, 
recognizing her inspiring work as 
a cultural animator and her com-
mitment to community and youth 
empowerment. 

After the program concludes in 
September, the pianos will be 
donated to Jordan High School in 
Watts, Vanalden Early Education 
Center in Tarzana, Montebello 
Gardens Elementary in Pico 
Rivera, Dorris Place Elementary 
School in Elysian Park, View 
Park Preparatory High School in 
Hyde Park and George 
Washington Carver Middle 
School in South Park. 

For information, visit 
singforhope.org/beverlyhills. 

‘Sing for Hope’ pianos make 
musical debut in Beverly Hills 

photo by Karen Villalpando 

Professional dancer Chris Scott, a master teacher at Debbie Allen 
Dance Academy, performed during the launch of Sing for Hope 
Pianos Beverly Hills. 

Activist and actress Jane Fonda 
has endorsed West Hollywood 
Mayor Lindsey Horvath’s campaign 
for Los Angeles County Supervisor, 
3rd District. 

“We need leaders who are 
unafraid to confront our biggest 
problems with bold action, which is 
why I am thrilled to endorse Lindsey 
Horvath for Los Angeles County 
Supervisor,” Fonda said. “Time and 
again, she has demonstrated her 
commitment to the environment, 

social equity, working families and 
of course, women’s empowerment. 
She’s passionate, she knows how to 
get the job done and she’ll be a phe-
nomenal leader for Los Angeles 
County now and in the future.” 

“Ms. Fonda has navigated a male-
dominated industry, taken on the 
toughest of issues in the fight for jus-
tice, and used her voice and platform 
to make a difference for the most 
vulnerable and marginalized on our 
planet,” Horvath said. “I am hon-

ored to receive Jane Fonda’s 
endorsement, and I look forward to 
working with her to end violence 
against women and girls, protect our 
environment and create a better 
quality of life to every single 
Angeleno.” 

Horvath was elected to the West 
Hollywood City Council in 2015, 
and previously served from 2009 to 
2011 .She is running to succeed cur-
rent Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Sheila Kuehl. 

Fonda endorses Horvath’s bid for county supervisor

Los Angeles City Councilman 
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, and 
Paul Krekorian, 2nd District, intro-
duced a motion on Aug. 6 that calls 
for Los Angeles to establish a city-
wide master plan for electric vehi-
cles. The councilmen said the plan 
will be a critical component in 
addressing the worsening climate 
crisis. 

“Meeting our climate goals in less 
than 14 years requires urgent action 
and a broad-based approach,” said 
O’Farrell, chairman of the council’s 
Energy, Climate Change, 
Environmental Justice, and Los 
Angeles River Committee. “We 
have a golden opportunity to work 
with the Biden administration on our 
shared objectives for a sustainable 
and clean energy future. The sooner 
we transition to all-electric vehicles, 
the sooner we clean the air in Los 
Angeles, mindful that this region 
still has the nation’s worst air quality. 
For that reason, incentivizing elec-
tric vehicle use in Los Angeles is 
arguably our top environmental pri-
ority.”  

“The city’s Green New Deal has 
already established ambitious targets 
for carbon neutrality, including con-
verting all city fleet vehicles to zero 

emissions by 2028 and installing 
28,000 publicly available EV charg-
ers by the end of this decade,” 
Krekorian said. “The development 
of a bold plan to increase electric 
vehicle use across the city is another 
essential component of the battle 
against climate change. I look for-
ward to working with the Los 
Angeles Department of Water and 
Power and city agencies in this 
effort.” 

The motion instructs the LADWP 
to lead the creation of a strategic and 
long-term citywide EV master plan 
that includes provisions to maximize 
federal and state funding for the 
equitable placement of electric vehi-
cle infrastructure across Los 
Angeles. The plan is expected to 
include incentives for the adoption 
of EVs for residential, commercial 
and industrial customers, with a 
focus on maximizing current and 
future renewable infrastructure. 

The plan builds upon previous 
local efforts including the landmark 
2015 Los Angeles Sustainability 
Plan and the Los Angeles Green 
New Deal. At the federal level, 
President Joe Biden signed an exec-
utive order on Aug. 5 that sets a 
national target for the United States 

to make half of all new vehicles pur-
chased by 2030 zero-emission vehi-
cles, including battery electric, plug-
in hybrid electric and fuel cell elec-
tric vehicles. Biden’s $7.5 billion 
plan will include a path towards a 
national EV network in partnership 
with the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers and other labor 
leaders.   

In 2020, Los Angeles surpassed 
the goal of installing 10,000 com-
mercial chargers – two years earlier 
than the L.A. Green New Deal goal 
– with the support of LADWP, 
which provided funding incentives. 
Los Angeles currently has an esti-
mated 11,045 commercial charging 
stations, the most of any city in the 
United States, and is on track to meet 
its next electric transportation mile-
stones, including 25,000 commer-
cial charging stations by 2025 and 
28,000 by 2028. 

“We have made great strides 
when it comes to making L.A. an 
EV-friendly city by continuing to 
enhance our Charge Up L.A. EV 
rebate programs, with a focus on 
increasing access in disadvantaged 
communities,” LADWP General 
Manager and Chief Engineer Martin 
L. Adams said. 

O’Farrell sets goals for more electric vehicles 

State legislators announced on 
Aug. 10 that $14.9 million in fund-
ing has been allocated to revitalize 
the historic Breed Street Shul in 
Boyle Heights.  

Assemblymen Miguel Santiago 
(D-Los Angeles) and Jesse Gabriel 
(D-Woodland Hills), joined state 
Sen. Bob Hertzberg (D-Van Nuys) 
and Stephen Sass, founder of the 
Breed Street Shul Project, to 
announce the funding. The law-
makers and Maria Elena Durazo 
(D-Los Angeles) helped secure the 
allocation through a budget 
request to revamp the century-old 
shul. 

“I am proud to have supported 
this budget request for the Breed 
Street Shul,” Santiago said. “The 
shul began about a century ago as 
a place of worship and a communi-
ty hub, and with this allocation, we 
can turn this historic building into 
a cultural and community center 
once again. This is an important 
investment for our Boyle Heights 
community.” 

“The Breed Street Shul is a pow-
erful symbol of the shared immi-
grant experience that connects so 
many communities across 
California,” added Gabriel, chair-
man of the California Legislative 
Jewish Caucus. “Transforming this 
historic landmark will provide us 
with a unique opportunity to cele-
brate our shared history, build 
bridges and strengthen cooperation 
and dialogue between the Latino 
and Jewish communities in Los 

Angeles. The Jewish Caucus is 
proud to have partnered with our 
allies in the Latino Caucus to help 
secure funding for this important 
effort.” 

From 1910-1950, Boyle Heights 
was home to one of the largest 
Jewish communities on the West 
Coast, and many members wor-
shipped at the Breed Street Shul. 
After World War II, as five free-
ways bisected the neighborhood, 
the Jewish community moved to 
other parts of Los Angeles. 

Since the 1980s, the shul suf-
fered from neglect, vandalism, 
earthquake damage and abandon-
ment, rendering the building unus-
able, the lawmakers said. 
Volunteers have started a program 
to restore and revitalize the build-
ing. The $14.9-million state allo-
cation will help to further revital-
ize the shul and turn it into a com-
munity and cultural center. 

The Breed Street Shul is located 
at 247 N. Breed St. For informa-
tion, visit breedstreetshul.org. 

State funds earmarked for historic temple project

photo courtesy of the Breed Street Shul Project 

Volunteers have embarked on a project to restore the Breed Street Shul, 
which is considered an important part of the history of city’s Jewish com-
munity.



Work on the Purple Line Extension subway project 
continues this week as traffic signal conduits are relo-
cated in the Westwood area through Aug. 20. Driveway 
and parking access will be maintained. The work will 
be done in stages from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m., Monday 
through Friday. Traffic signals and street lights will be 
maintained. 

Construction is also ongoing in Century City, 
Beverly Hills and the Miracle Mile. In Century City, 
excavation will continue through the first quarter of 
2022 for the Century City/Constellation station. The 
underground work will take place 24 hours, Monday 
through Friday. Traffic lane closures are currently in 
place. 

In Beverly Hills, crews are installing geotechnical 
instruments along the tunnel alignment and around the 
station box area to monitor ground movement, settle-
ment and geological impacts. Work hours are 7 a.m. to 
4 p. m., Monday through Friday on Wilshire 
Boulevard, and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through 
Friday on residential streets. 

Each pole and instrument will be in place for approx-
imately one month before being removed and relocat-
ed. The installation and removal of the poles will 
require intermittent traffic lane and sidewalk closures. 
However, sidewalks will continue to be accessible once 
poles are in place. 

Crews are also building appendage structures that 
house vital systems at the Wilshire/La Cienega, 
Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire/La Brea stations. 
Concrete and material deliveries are expected to con-
tinue in August. Street closures and lane reductions on 
Wilshire Boulevard are anticipated around the subway 
station sites. 

For questions and concerns about the Purple Line 
Extension project, call the 24-hour project hotline at 

(213)922-6934, email the project team at purpleline-
ext@metro.net, or visit metro.net.
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Metro subway work remains robust in August

photo courtesy of Metro 

Crews are continuing to excavate appendage struc-
tures, which are rooms and passageways housing 
vital systems, at the future Wilshire/La Brea station. 

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
NOTICE  OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
 

MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENT TO REQUIRE RESTAURANTS, FOOD OR 
BEVERAGE PROVIDERS, RETAIL VENDORS, OR RETAIL FOOD VENDORS 
TO DISTRIBUTE PLASTIC UTENSILS AND PLASTIC BEVERAGE STRAWS 

ONLY UPON REQUEST BY THE CUSTOMER AND RELATED ADJUSTMENTS 
TO THE ADMINISTRATIVE CITATION FEE SCHEDULE 

FISCAL YEAR 2021-22 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a public 
hearing on MONDAY, August 16, 2021, to hear anyone wishing to speak regarding 
the introduction on first reading to adopt an ordinance that requires restaurants, food 
or beverage providers, retail vendors, or retail food vendors to distribute plastic uten-
sils and plastic beverage straws only upon request by the customer, adds violations 
of the new chapter to the list of Municipal Code chapters and sections that are sub-
ject to the administrative penalty procedures, and amends the Master Fee Resolu-
tion for Fiscal Year 2021-22 to include violations to the Administrative Citation Fee 
Schedule.   
 
The public hearing will be held at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible via 
teleconference.  The meeting access information will be available at 
https://www.weho.org/city-government/city-council/council-agendas. 
 
A copy of the proposed ordinances and amended fee schedule resolution will be 
available with the online City Council Agenda Packet, beginning August 11, 2021. 
Please visit https://www.weho.org/city-government/city-council/council-agendas to 
view the August 16, 2021, City Council Agenda Packet. 
  
For further information please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (323) 848-6409. 
 
BY ORDER of the City of West Hollywood, 
 
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 

 
 
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополни-
тельной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-848-
6826.

The Los Angeles Department 
of Transportation released a 
report titled “Changing Lanes: A 
Gender Equity Transportation 
Study” on July 30 and announced 
a new pilot program for on-
demand stops for its DASH ser-
vice. 

The study identifies barriers for 
women who depend on public 
transit. The LADOT seeks to 
achieve gender equity throughout 
the department as part of a direc-
tive by Mayor Eric Garcetti. Los 
Angeles City Council President 
Nury Martinez, 6th District, also 
requested that the LADOT make 
changes to transit operations to 
better address the needs of 
women. 

The pilot program, which will 
debut in August on the Panorama 
City, Watts, Pico-Union and El 
Sereno Community DASH 
routes, will allow riders to request 
a location to disembark along 
their route, separate from estab-
lished bus stop locations. 

The department selected initial 
routes for the DASH pilot based 
upon ridership levels, route times 
and the proportion of riders who 
identify as women. 

“Our transportation systems 

need to work for everyone, but we 
can’t make our services more 
inclusive until we focus on 
improving the experience for 
women,” Garcetti said. “By tak-
ing a careful look at where we fall 
short today, this study points the 
way toward a more equitable sys-
tem moving forward.”   

The LADOT commissioned 
the Changing Lanes report with 
the explicit objective of prioritiz-
ing equity in transportation plan-
ning and design. The study focus-
es on low-income, women of 
color and communities in three 
Los Angeles neighborhoods: Sun 
Valley, Watts and Sawtelle – cho-
sen, in part, due to their high pro-
portions of residents who are 
Black, indigenous and people of 
color, and female workers living 
in households without cars. 

“Representation matters,” 
LADOT General Manager Seleta 
Reynolds said. “We cannot accept 
the status quo that leaves half the 
population stranded. We can all 
rise together by understanding 
that changing lanes will change 
everyone’s lives for the better.” 

For information and to read the 
full report, visit 
ladot.lacity.org/changinglanes. 

LADOT focuses on women in 
reviewing transit programs

The Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority has opened a public com-
ment scoping process for the I-405 
Sepulveda Pass ExpressLanes 
Project to gather public input as the 
agency begins the environmental 
review process. The scoping period 
runs through Sept. 1.  

Metro is working with Caltrans to 
evaluate converting the existing 
HOV lanes between Santa Monica 
(10) Freeway and the Ventura (101) 
Freeway to high-occupancy toll 
lanes, called ExpressLanes, in both 
directions. The I-405 Sepulveda 
Pass ExpressLanes Project, if it 
goes forward, would include a new 
overhead toll system and signage on 
adjacent portions of the 405 
Freeway corridor. 

The five alternatives being stud-
ied are intended to reduce conges-
tion, encourage carpooling and tran-
sit, improve trip reliability and 
capacity in the carpool lanes, and 
use technology to help manage traf-
fic. The goal of the project is to limit 

any improvements to the freeway’s 
existing right-of-way to avoid 
impacts to private properties. 

The project cost estimate will be 
evaluated as part of the environ-
mental review process and will be 
available in the draft EIR/EIS, to be 
released later. The project has $260 
million in funding available from 
multiple sources including Measure 
M, a local sales tax passed by L.A. 
County voters in 2016. Additional 
funding sources will be explored if 
Metro decides to build the project. 
Completion is estimated in 2028. 

The public can view a video on 
the I-405 Sepulveda Pass 
ExpressLanes Project by visiting 
youtu.be/7oBMWjJ3bf8. The pub-
lic is encouraged to provide input on 
the purpose and need for the project. 

Comments may be submitted by 
calling (213)922-4860, emailing 
405expresslanes@metro.net, and 
visiting 405EXPcomments.com. 
Comments can also be mailed to 
Metro, One Gateway Plaza, Los 
Angeles, CA 90012.

Metro seeks input on HOV lanes

The Los Angeles City Council 
unanimously approved a motion on 
Aug. 10 by Councilmen Mitch 
O’Farrell, 13th District, and Paul 
Koretz, 5th District, that addresses 
a July 11 sewage spill at the 
Hyperion Water Reclamation Plant 
in Playa Del Rey. 

A blockage in the plant’s system 
led to the discharge into the Pacific 
Ocean of approximately 17 million 
gallons of sewage (or 6% of 
HWRP’s daily load) one mile off-
shore, instead of the standard five 
miles off the coast. As a precaution-
ary measure, nearby beaches were 
closed by the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health for 
two days before being reopened 
after shoreline sampling verified 
the water was safe for swimming. 

Los Angeles Sanitation and 
Environment, which operates the 
plant, is currently repairing the 
facility. 

“We are taking this very serious-
ly, and while we are starting to get 
answers, we will remain vigilant on 
this issue and on all matters pertain-
ing to the environment,” said 
O’Farrell, chair of the council’s 
Energy, Climate Change, 
Environmental Justice and Los 
Angeles River Committee. 

“It makes perfect financial sense 
to use this crisis as an opportunity 
to address multiple problems at 
once. Use the funds necessary to 
restore Hyperion and start the 
process towards engineering 
Operation Next and 100% recycled 
water,” Koretz said.  

Councilmen focus on ensuring 
sewage spill does not reoccur

https://www.weho.org
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T-Bone Special!

6333 W. Third St. • Farmers Market  
323.938.5131  

www.marcondas.com 
Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 80 Years 

Dry Aged, USDA Prime 
$19.98 /lb. 

reg. $25.98/lb.  
with this ad - exp. 8/18/21

National Prosecco 
Day at Della Terra 

Toast to the weekend on Friday, 
August 13 by celebrating 

National Prosecco Day at the 
charming Northern Italian inspired 
trattoria, Della Terra. Sparkling 
wines including a Lamberti 
Prosecco is $52 a bottle or $14 by 
the glass. Sparkling cocktails 
include a bubbly bellini, fizzy rasp-
berry martini, and an apple 
Prosecco punch. Plenty of Aperol 
spritz will be poured too. Enjoy a 
glass with a bowl of fresh hand-
made pasta and authentic pizza 
baked in their custom Italian wood-
fire oven. Happy hour specials are 
daily from 3 to 6 p.m. 7675 Beverly 
Blvd., (323)993-7675.  

The Belvedere at The 
Peninsula Beverly Hills  
The new menu at The Belvedere 

is a perfect blend of Parisian 

brasserie charm and California sun-
shine. The hotel’s sunny outdoor 
patio is ideal for weekend brunch 
and summer evening dinner. Enjoy 
lemon ricotta pancakes, a poulet roti 
crepe for brunch.  Try the lobster and 
caviar flatbread  with hand-crafted 
cocktails for dinner. Weekend 
brunch is served from 11 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Guests dining in the 
evening  at The Belvedere will 
receive a complimentary Laurent 
Perrier champagne toast at 8 p.m. 
The French inspired evening menu 
features new twists on classic dishes, 
including saffron risotto croquette, 
rotisserie chicken crepes and a Gran 
Marnier soufflé. 9882 S. Santa 
Monica Blvd., (310)975-2736. 

 

The Oasis Cocktail 
Moroccan Lounge 
at JW Marriott   

The Marrakesh inspired outdoor 
cocktail lounge, The Oasis at 

the JW Marriott Los Angeles L.A. 

LIVE is collaborating with Pernod 
Ricard with a pop-up venue. 
Located on the pool sundeck of the 
hotel, offering sweeping views of 
Los Angeles, it is open to the public 
through the end of the summer. 
Cabana reservations are available 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
evenings. The $90 ticket price for 
two includes access to The Oasis, a 
pitcher of signature sangria and a 
mezze platter of flavorful bites. 
Throughout the evening, guests can 
also purchase additional drinks and 
signature cocktails from the full 
bar, along with light fare from the 
Mediterranean-inspired à la carte 
food menu. Seating is not guaran-
teed and will be available on a first 
come, first served basis. Evenings 
can be chilly on the pool deck, and 
there are no outdoor heaters, so 
sweaters or jackets are encouraged. 
Valet parking is $10 for the first two 
hours. The Oasis is open from 6 to 

10 p.m., with a last call at 9:45 p.m. 
During the day, hotel guests have 
complimentary access to The Oasis 
daily from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. To pur-
chase tickets, visit 
theoasispopup.eventbrite.com. 900 
W. Olympic Blvd., (213)765-8600. 

 

Gino Angelini and 
Gelson’s offers 
cooking class  

 

Owners of Angelini Osteria and 
Angelini Alimentari, chef 

Gino Angelini, and his wife 
Elizabeth, will share recipes for two 
of their Italian specialties as they 
host Gelson’s Markets’ first, online 
cooking class featuring Gino 
Angelini Sauces. The Zoom class 
features easy to follow demonstra-
tions on how to make “Angel Hair 
al Limone” and “Gino’s Meatballs 
in Marinara Sauce,” featuring his 
artisanal sauces. The event begins 
on August 19 at 6 p.m. The deadline 
to pre-pay and register is Sunday, 
August 15. Attendees can follow 
along at home with DIY cooking 
kits, available for pick-up at 
Gelson’s across Southern 
California. The kit includes certi-

fied ground angus beef, Gino 
Angelini limone sauce, Gino 
Angelini marinara sauce, bread-
crumbs, non-fat milk, eggs, fresh 
parsley, grated Parmigiano 
Reggiano, garlic, angel hair pasta 
and a lemon for $49.99. 
gelsons.com/angelini. 2725 
Hyperion Ave., (323)660-0387 and 
8330 W. Santa Monica Blvd., 
(323)656-5580.  
  

Venice Beach’s The 
Waterfront pretzel 
special 

 

The 23-year-old restaurant 
known for offering Swiss, 

German and American fare, beer 
and wine is offering a happy hour 
featuring German beers and over-
sized Bavarian pretzels. The 
Waterfront is donating all profits of 
the pretzel sales to A Safe Place for 
Youth, a Venice Beach-based chari-
ty. The Waterfront is open 
Wednesday through Sunday for 
happy hour and dinner. On the 
weekends the restaurant opens at 11 
a.m. 205 Ocean Front Walk, 
(424)309-5333. 

 

In the Original  Farmers Market   
3rd & Fairfax 

 (323)933-8446  • (323)933-8447

Strawberry Nutella Pancakes

Old Fashioned Hotcake Alaska 
2 Hotcakes served with Vanilla Ice Cream, whipped cream  

and our own Boysenberry or Maple Syrup 

$8.95

Strawberry Nutella Pancakes

Old Fashioned Hotcake Alaska 

served with fresh  
strawberries and  
a mini jar of Nutella  
to take home
full stack
$14.93 
short stack 
$12.93 

Follow Us! Follow Us! Follow Us! 
@duparsfm@duparsfm@duparsfm

RESTAURANT NEWS 
by Jill Weinlein

photo courtesy of Oasis/eventbrite 

continues next page

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
https://marcondas.com
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JOIN US FOR MUSIC, 
GREAT ENGLISH PUB 

FARE & TAPS!

Gary Twinn,  
Clem Burke,  
Mick Cripps,  
Luke Bossendorfer 
 
Sunday, 5pm  
on the patio,  
with DJ Dr Love  
spinning fab tunes 
’til bed time

GARY TWINN & THE LONG SHADOWS   
ROCK THE TAVERN SUNDAY, AUG. 15 

Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax

Root Beer Float 

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

99¢ Cones for Kids!

IIccee  CCrreeaamm  BBoonnaannzzaa!!

Reese’s & 
M&M 

Shakes
Shakes • Malts • Ice Cream 

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax •(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8440

SAJJ creative 
Mediterranean meals 

 

An ideal nutritious lunch option 
reopened in downtown L.A. 

offering a variety of proteins, top-
pings and sauces. Customers of 
SAJJ Mediterranean can build their 
own bowl, pita and plate. Order 
online for pick up and delivery at 
sajjstreeteats.com. Open from 
11a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. 630 W. 6th St., #110B, 
(213)265-7546. 

 

Mian’s opens on 
West Adams 

 

James Beard Award-nominated 
Chef Tony Xu and Sean Xie in 

partnership with successful restau-
rateur Bill Chait, just opened Mian, 
serving authentic Sichuan-style 
noodles and traditional cuisine 
from China’s Sichuan Province. 
The bold, pungent and spicy menu 
features hand-pulled, Sichuan-style 
noodles topped with ground pork, 
peas, bok choy and a fried egg; hot 
and sour noodles in a Sichuan-pep-
per steeped vegetable broth with 
fermented Sichuan mustard and 

topped with soybeans and a fried 
egg, bone broth wontons and 
shrimp fried rice. The spicy beef rib 
noodles are topped with a slow-
cooked beef rib. Customers may 
choose from a list of natural wines 
and beers, as well as a soju-based 
mung bean horchata cocktail 
inspired by the restaurant’s signa-
ture mung bean tea. The restaurant 
is open Wednesday through Sunday 
for dinner starting at 5 p.m. 5263 
W. Adams Blvd.   

 

Kitchen 24 new  
protocols 

 

New health and safety protocols 
have been implemented at 

both Kitchen 24 restaurants, requir-
ing proof of full vaccination 
against Covid-19 or a negative test 
result within 48 hours before visit-
ing, drinking and dining. Guests 
unable to provide either of these 
will not be allowed access in the 
dining rooms or patios for service. 
Kitchen 24 is open for indoor and 
patio dining for breakfast, brunch, 
lunch, dinner and catering. 8575 
Santa Monica Blvd., (424)777-
0959 and 1608 N. Cahuenga Blvd., 
(323)465-2424. 

National Waffle Day 
at Dolly Llama  

Aug. 24 marks National Waffle 
Day, and Dolly Llama is offer-

ing an ice cream waffle deal for $5. 
Guests can start their creation with 
a bubble waffle or the OG Liege 
waffle, pair it with ice cream of 
their choosing and top it off with 
sauces and toppings. On this cele-
bratory day they are also offering a 
6-piece mini OG box of waffles for 
$5. 273 S. Western Ave., (213)908-
5353, 611 S. Spring St., (213)283-
8615 and 14545 Ventura Blvd., 
(818)809-2500. 

 

photo courtesy of Dolly Llama

Cinelounge presents outdoor screenings 
of ‘Jane Fonda’s Workout”‘  

 
Bring your yoga mats, leg warmers and exercise togs, as Cinelounge 

Outdoors will be showing “Jane Fonda’s Workout” on its big screen every 
Tuesday evening through October. The screenings will include a juice bar, 
special guests and free merchandise for those best-dressed for exercise. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. and the workouts start at 8:15 p.m. Tickets are $20 
and a portion of the proceeds will be donated to Greenpeace. The events 
are for audiences 21 and over. “Jane Fonda’s Workout” (1982) features 
Fonda, Steve Brourman, Beverly Brown, Carol Gutierrez, Penny Lynn 
Hague and Leslie Lilien. “Jane Fonda’s Workout” is an original workout 
program inspired by Fonda’s best-selling book. Cinelounge Outdoors is 
located at 1625 N. Las Palmas Ave. Discounted parking is available across 
the street by mentioning Cinelounge. For information, call (323)924-1644, 
or visit arenascreen.com. 

photo courtesy of Cinelounge

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
https://markettavernla.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
Aug. 1 
 
At 4:30 a.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs 
near the corner of Wilshire and 
Canon. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 8700 block of 
Charleville at 5:02 a.m. 
 
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 400 
block of N. Canon. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 700 block of Hillcrest at 4 
p.m. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 100 block of N. 
Maple at 4 p.m. 
 
At 6:16 p.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs 
near the corner of Santa Monica 
and Wilshire. 
 
Aug. 2 
 
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 500 
block of Hillgreen. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 200 block of N. 
Canon at 3:45 a.m. 
 
At 9:32 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
9000 block of Burton. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 200 block of N. 
Rodeo at 2:57 p.m. 
 
At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 200 
block of N. Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 9600 block of 
Wilshire at 6:52 p.m. 
 
Aug. 3 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 300 block of N. 
Crescent at 4:14 a.m. 
 
At 8:47 a.m., a vandalism incident 
was reported near the corner of 
Santa Monica and Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 100 block of N. La 
Cienega at 2:51 p.m. 
 
Aug. 4 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 9900 
block of Wilshire. 
 
Aug. 5 
 
At 2:07 a.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs 
near the corner of Santa Monica 
and Bedford. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
near the corner of Park and Rodeo 
at 2:50 a.m. 
 
Aug. 6 
 
A suspect was arrested on suspi-

cion of driving under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs near the corner 
of Santa Monica and Rodeo at 
1:07 a.m. 
 
At 5:35 a.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs 
near the corner of Wilshire and 
Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft near the corner of 
Beverly and Dayton at 4:45 p.m. 
 
At 5:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 400 
block of S. Canon. 
 
A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs near the corner 
of Santa Monica and Canon at 
10:28 p.m. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
Aug. 1 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8800 block of Santa 
Monica at 12:05 a.m. 
 
At 1:28 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8900 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 8400 block of 
Melrose at 6:50 a.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., a suspect assaulted a 
victim during a domestic violence 
incident in the 8400 block of 
Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8500 block of Santa 
Monica at 9:10 p.m. 
 
Aug. 2 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Santa Monica and 
Hancock. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 1200 block of Harper at 7:14 
a.m. 
 
Aug. 3 
 
At 12:45 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident near the corner of 
Croft and Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8700 block of Beverly 
at 7 a.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
1200 block of N. Laurel. 
 
Aug. 4 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 500 block of N. 
Croft at 2 a.m. 
 
At 7:30 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 1100 block of 
Clark. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 700 block of 
Westbourne at 10:10 a.m. 
 
At 1:55 p.m., an unknown suspect 

stole a vehicle parked in the 1100 
block of N. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 7300 block of Santa 
Monica at 5 p.m. 
 
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
1200 block of N. La Cienega. 
 
Aug. 5 
 
An arson fire was reported in the 
7600 block of Santa Monica at 
2:53 p.m. 
 
Aug. 6 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7700 block of 
Santa Monica at 3:30 p.m. 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 7200 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 600 block of N. 
Robertson at 6:15 p.m. 
 
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 100 
block of N. Stanley. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of 
Robertson and Santa Monica at 
9:45 p.m. 
 
Aug. 7 
 
At 1 a.m., a suspect assaulted a 
victim during a domestic violence 
incident in the 8900 block of 
Cynthia. 
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
Aug. 1 
 
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1200 
block of N. McCadden. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 100 block of N. 
La Brea at 5:45 a.m. 
 
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 6300 
block of W. Fifth. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 6900 block of Sunset at 
2:30 p.m. 
 
At 4:30 p.m., an unknown robbed 
a victim in the 7400 block of 
Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 700 block of N. Hudson 
at 5:20 p.m. 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Orange and Hollywood. 
 
Aug. 2 
 
At 2:37 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6400 
block of Orange. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 5500 block of Hollywood 
at 3 a.m. 
 
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6300 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 8400 block of W. 
First at 8:30 a.m. 
 
At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1900 block of Grace. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a bicy-
cle in the 7200 block of Franklin at 
9 a.m. 
 
At noon, an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1100 
block of N. Kenmore. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft near the corner of 
Franklin and Garfield at 1:10 p.m. 
 
At 1:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 5600 
block of Lexington. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 2000 block of 
Fuller at 4:20 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 900 
block of N. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 6700 block of 
Yucca at 9 p.m. 
 
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 300 block of N. Rossmore. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1700 block of Vine 
at 11 p.m. 
 
At 11:20 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 1700 block of Whitley. 
 
Aug. 3 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 800 block of S. 
Plymouth at 4:17 a.m. 
 
At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 500 
block of N. Lucerne. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 300 block of S. Holt at 
7 a.m. 
 
At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6200 
block of Third. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1100 block of S. 
Shenandoah at 8:30 a.m. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of N. 
Larchmont at 10 a.m. 
 
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Hollywood and Whitley. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of 
Wilcox at noon. 
 
At 12:15 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the 
1700 block of N. Las Palmas. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 300 block of S. 
Gardner at 12:30 p.m. 
 
At 2:17 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5100 
block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 5900 block of 
Pico at 3 p.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5300 
block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft near the corner of La 
Brea and Olympic at 4 p.m. 
 
At 5:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a theft in the 5400 lock 
of Sierra Vista. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of 
Martel and Hawthorn at 6 p.m. 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 5800 block 
of Franklin. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 200 block of S. 
Wilton at 6 p.m. 
 
Aug. 4 
 
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the 
400 block of N. Orange Grove. 
 

An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 700 block of N. 
Las Palmas at 3:08 a.m. 
 
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 500 block of 
N. Hayworth. 
 
A vehicle burglary was reported 
near Gower and the Hollywood 
(101) Freeway at 7:05 a.m. 
 
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1300 
block of N. Bronson. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 5100 block of 
Melrose at 1 p.m. 
 
At 1:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 5700 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 1500 block of N. 
Cahuenga at 3 p.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1300 
block of N. Sycamore. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Franklin and 
Las Palmas at 6:30 p.m. 
 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Aug. 1 and Aug. 7. The information was compiled from crimemapping.com. 
To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los Angeles Police 
Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and the 
Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

http://kramerlaw.biz
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• Custom designed floral arrangments 
• Gourmet boxes filled with artisan cheeses,  
   charcuterie, honey,  jams and spices

Specializing in 
• weddings 
• custom boutique events 
• private chef parties 

Call (818)359-8239  
for appointment and orders 

4532 Rinetti Lane, Suite C 
La Canada 

Brighten someone’s day  
with a beautiful  

While riding my bicycle last 
weekend on the Marvin Braude 
bike trail near, the lyrics 
“Summertime and the livin' is easy” 
from George Gershwin’s famous 
opera, Porgy and Bess popped into 
my head. If you haven’t biked along 
the beach, starting from Will Rogers 
State Beach to Torrance Beach, you 
should. It’s scenic, great exercise 
and a fun outdoor activity. About 
halfway is Marina del Rey, an ideal 
spot to stop for lunch or early din-
ner.  

HiHo Cheeseburger just opened 
last month at the new Boardwalk 
Marina del Rey at Pier 44. My hus-
band and I stopped pedaling to take 
a break and enjoy a causal lunch.  

This is the third HiHo to open in 
Los Angeles. “We’re excited to 
open the doors of our new water-
front location,” said co-founder 
Matt Levin. “We’re grateful for the 
support we’ve received from our 
guests on the Westside since open-
ing HiHo in Santa Monica and we 
look forward to serving the Marina 
community at Pier 44.” 

The white exterior of the restau-
rant features a clock tower, and the 
letters HIHO is ablaze in a striking 
red color. The 1,350-square-foot 
space designed by Marmol 
Radziner is decorated with exposed 
wood and Douglas fir drop lap 
wood siding.  

What makes HiHo 
Cheeseburgers different from other 
burger joints is that it’s the first and 
only burger restaurant to exclusive-
ly serve grass-fed wagyu beef. 
Health benefits of wagyu include 
naturally higher in heart-healthy 

omega-3s, vitamins and antioxi-
dants, plus it’s lower in saturated fat 
than other types of beef.  

HiHo curates its beef from First 
Light Farms, a New Zealand coop-
erative made up of 61 farmers. Not 
only are the cows sustainably 
raised, they are certified humane 
and both antibiotic and GMO free.  

After locking up our bikes, we 
walked up to the counter, scanned 
the QR code and looked at the 
menu. In addition to cheeseburgers, 
they offer a Caesar salad featuring 
crisp lettuce, crunchy croutons and 
a light and flavorful dressing. We 
ordered a salad and two different 
cheeseburgers - the new pastrami 
HiHo cheeseburger and a vegetarian 
burger.  We sat outside overlooking 
the marina and enjoyed the cool 
ocean breeze. 

Burgers are normally made as a 
double with 1/3 lb of beef or at triple 
with 1/2 lb of wagyu beef. It’s 
topped with a layer of with crisp let-
tuce, ketchup, house-made pickles, 
mustard, grilled onion jam and 
melted American cheese. The fla-
vorful grilled onion jam really 
makes these burgers special. 

The fries are hand-cut thick and 
double fried making them extra 
crispy.  

Since I love veggie burgers, I had 
to try HiHo’s. It’s a gluten-free 
vegan patty from a blend of grains, 
legumes and spices on a soft white 
bun. It can also be ordered wrapped 
in lettuce.  

The table next to us were raving 
about “The Willie Mae” fried chick-
en sandwich. It was created in col-
laboration with the James Beard 
Award winning Willie Mae’s Scotch 
House, a New Orleans-style fried 
chicken with HiHo pickles, organic 
honey, slaw sauce and purple cab-
bage. I’m definitely ordering that 
the next time I visit. 

Little ones can order a kids’ 
grilled cheese and share fries with 
mom and dad. 

Since we burned so many calories 
on our ride, we treated ourselves to 
one of their thick and creamy milk-
shakes. The ice cream is from a 
family run creamery, and the flavors 
include vanilla, chocolate or a 
combo.  

Beer options to pair with your 
burger include a $7 pour of 
Firestone 805 Blonde, Firestone 
Luponic IPA or Sapporo. They also 
pour Love Block Sauvignon Blanc, 
Elouan, Pinot Noir or a glass of 
Brassfield Cabernet Sauvignon 
wine by the bottle or glass. 

We finished with a slice of 
banana cream pie layered with fresh 
slices of ripe banana and a cream 
meringue on top. They also offer a 
slice of Key Lime pie and cheese-
cake. Since HiHo Cheeseburger is 
part of the family of restaurants that 

includes KazuNori and UOVO, the 
other two are also open now at 
Boardwalk Marina del Rey. Those I 
am saving for my next bike ride 
along Marina del Rey.  

Parking right now is free. Indoor 
and outdoor dining is available, plus 
pick up and delivery. Weekend 

hours are 11:30 to 10 p.m. During 
the week, they are open from 5:30 
to 10 p.m. $-$$ 4625 Admiralty 
Way, #109, (424) 317-7858. Other 
HiHo Cheeseburger locations open 
at 11:30 a.m. 6245 Wilshire Blvd., 
Suite 102, (323)642-6467 and 1320 
2nd St., (310)469-7250. hiho.la. 

photo by Jill Weinlein 

The new Pastrami HiHo Cheeseburger is made with wagyu beef an dfla-
vorful grilled onion jam.

It’s off to HiHo for great cheeseburgers

By Jill Weinlein

The innovative acoustic group  
,Quattrosound, will play an engag-
ing blend of jazz, rock and classical 
music at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Aug. 25, on the Wallis Annenberg 
Center for the Performing Arts’ out-
door stage.  

Quattrosound’s four musicians 
showcase music as diverse as their 
nationalities, with creative vocal 
arrangements reflecting their roots 
in Japan, Mexico, Guatemala and 
the U.S. Equally adept at Bach, Led 
Zeppelin or Chick Corea, they play 
violin, cello, guitar and an eclectic 
selection of percussion instruments.  

Band members are Leah Zeger 
(violin and vocals), Giovanna 
Moraga Clayton (cello and vocals), 
Kay-Ta Matsuno (guitar and 
vocals) and Jorge Villanueva (per-

cussion and vocals). Individually, 
the musicians have played with 
such headliners as Bocelli, Barbra 
Streisand, Yo-Yo Ma, Annie 
Lennox, Michael Jackson, Layla 
Hathaway, Ricky Martin and Gloria 
Estefan, among many others. 

“Quattrosound's four extraordi-
nary musicians, who are as talented 
as their music is eclectic, will make 
this performance on our open air 
stage an outstanding evening to 
remember,” Wallis’ Artistic 
Director Paul Crewes said.  

Tickets to Quattrosound are $40. 
The Wallis Annenberg Center for 
the Performing Arts is located at 
9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd, 
Beverly Hills.  

For information, call (310)746-
4000 or visit thewallis.org.  

photo courtesy of Quattrosound 

Quattrosound will perform at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts on Aug. 25. 

Quattrosound jazzez up the Wallis

https://www.emilyjilg.com
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Students return to class  

The Sept. 13, 1956, issue of the Park Labrea News showed local 
residents Barbara and Bill Schmidt, top, and Joan Horan as they pre-
pared to return to school. The Schmidts were attending Los Angeles 
City College and Horan was returning for a third year at UCLA. 
Barbara Schmidt had been the Rose Queen of the 1954 Tournament of 
Roses Parade in Pasadena, which she described as “the greatest expe-
rience of her life” in an accompanying article. She was in her second 
year at LACC and planned to pursue a career in acting. Bill Schmidt 
was starting community college as a freshman and planned to major 
in business administration. Horan, a junior at UCLA, was also major-
ing in business administration. The back to school season has arrived, 
and students will return to Los Angeles Unified School District cam-
puses on Aug. 16. Classes begin on Aug. 30 in the Los Angeles 
Community College District and instruction begins on Sept. 23 at 
UCLA.  
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Cedars-Sinai was ranked among the top hospitals in the nation in 
many specialties by U.S. News & World Report.

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
has been recognized again by 
U.S. News & World Report as 
one of the best hospitals in the 
nation. 

The medical center ranked No. 
6 nationally in the Best Hospitals 
2021-22 analysis, and again 
ranked No. 2 in the Los Angeles 
region and No. 2 in California. 
The U.S. News rankings are 
based on a variety of measures, 
including patient outcomes, 
patient experience, technology 
and reputation according to sur-
veyed physicians. 

Five Cedars-Sinai specialties 
also earned the highest rank in 
California, according to the hos-
pital rankings released on July 
27. The specialties included car-
diology and heart surgery, gas-
troenterology and GI surgery, 

orthopaedics, pulmonology and 
lung surgery, and urology. Seven 
of the specialties ranked in the 
top 10 in the U.S.: cancer, cardi-
ology and heart surgery, gas-
troenterology and GI surgery, 
geriatrics, orthopaedics, pul-
monology and lung surgery, and 
urology. 

“Despite the enormous chal-
lenges posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic, Cedars-Sinai contin-
ues to provide extraordinary care 
and to advance clinical, opera-
tional and scientific innova-
tions,” Cedars-Sinai president 
and CEO Thomas M. Priselac 
said. “I am proud of the ingenu-
ity, adaptability and dedication of 
our staff as they serve our com-
munity.” 

For information, visit cedars-
sinai.org.

Cedars-Sinai ranked among  
the top hospitals in U.S.

Elected officials and representa-
tives of Los Angeles-area museums 
on Aug. 9 called attention to the 
need for safeguarding vital cultural 
assets in response to increasingly 
frequent climate-related disasters. 

State Sen. Ben Allen and 
Assemblyman Richard Bloom 
(both D-Santa Monica), joined 
Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-
Silva (D-Fullerton) and Los 
Angeles City Councilwoman 
Nithya Raman, 4th District, at the 
La Brea Tar Pits and Museum to 
support more state funding for 
museums to help them adapt to cli-
mate-related threats. They lawmak-
ers specifically called for $125 mil-
lion to be allocated for the 
California Cultural and Historical 
Endowment. 

“We risk losing artistic treasures 
and historical artifacts as the threat 
of rising seas, climbing tempera-
tures, and drought-fueled wildfires 
ravage the state,” said Allen, chair-
man of the Joint Committee on the 
Arts and the Senate Environmental 
Quality Committee. “We should 
direct some of the state’s $3.7 bil-
lion investments in climate resilien-
cy to protecting California’s cultural 
and historic resources while helping 
them increase their efforts educat-
ing the public about climate 
change.” 

“The climate crisis is a teaching 
opportunity for museums that 
deserves our attention. Museums 
also will play a central role when it 
comes to preserving and protecting 
the deterioration of California’s cul-
tural and historic resources,” Bloom 
added. “I’m glad to see museums, 

so many of which are in my district, 
seeking badly-needed funding for 
these mitigations and other climate-
related projects.” 

Many of California’s archives, 
galleries, historical societies, 
libraries, museums and tribal 
nations lack disaster response plans 
and long-term protection strategies 
for their collections, proponents of 
the effort to better safeguard muse-
ums, the state officials said. 
Museum research labs, exhibitions 
and programs play a crucial role in 
educating the public about the envi-
ronment, including steps that can be 
taken to reduce negative influences 
on the people and climate system, 
the officials added. 

Dr. Lori Bettison-Varga, presi-
dent of the Los Angeles County 
Natural History Museum 
Foundation and director of the 
Natural History Museums of Los 
Angeles County, joined other muse-

um representatives in conveying the 
challenges museums face. 

“The iconic and historic La Brea 
Tar Pits are located in the middle of 
Los Angeles, one of the largest 
metropolises in the world. We have 
an extraordinary opportunity to 
educate vast numbers of visitors 
that an urgent and immediate 
response to address climate change 
is necessary for the survival of our 
planet’s biodiversity, including our-
selves,” Bettison-Varga said. “This 
funding is important to support 
museums, like ours, in their efforts 
to educate our communities through 
exhibitions, public programs and 
research about the impacts of cli-
mate change, as well as to become 
community-centric locations” 

The California Legislature will 
reconvene on Aug. 16 and will 
begin determining budget alloca-
tions for climate, fire and drought 
funding.  

Museums seek funds to combat climate change 

photo by Gina Cholick/© Natural History Museums of Los Angeles County 

State Sen. Ben Allen and Assemblymembers Richard Bloom and Sharon 
Quirk-Silva called for more funding for museums.
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I wear my adoration for super-
hero media on my many short-
sleeved shirts promoting my 
favorite masked crusaders. Each 
new superhero film is a commit-
ment, an obligation, regardless of 
how terrible it might look. 

“The Suicide Squad” was always 
a must-see, but it also included 
many enticing reasons to experi-
ence it: “Guardians of the Galaxy” 
director and scribe James Gunn at 
the helm, Idris Elba as the leading 
supervillain Bloodsport, Margot 
Robbie reprising as Harley Quinn 
and various marketing materials 
promising a film completely differ-
ent than 2016’s boring “Suicide 
Squad.” 

Thus far, Warner Bros. and DC 
seem to have spent more time pub-
licizing Zack Snyder’s “Justice 
League,” but “The Suicide Squad” 
is textbook competent filmmaking. 
It fulfills the DC Extended 
Universe’s promise to truly set 
itself apart from competitors both 
big and small. 

On paper, “The Suicide Squad” 
checks off all the right boxes. It 
even allows a superhero (well, 
supervillain) story to increase the 

stakes a bit by actually killing off 
characters, something these stories 
tend to avoid. The final outcome is 
a military film channeling “The 
Dirty Dozen” – villains get time off 
prison sentences if they participate 
in an impossible mission, but if they 
disobey leader Amanda Waller 
(Viola Davis), she’ll explode their 
heads – with more dramatic cos-
tumes and John Cena’s Peacemaker 
making inappropriate hand gestures 
while he espouses love for “peace,” 
regardless of the body count. 

I had high hopes for this one, per-
haps too high. Mind you, nearly any 
fresh take could redeem its prede-
cessor (and many other missteps by 
DC in the past eight years), but I 
can’t call “The Suicide Squad” an 
amazing experience, the kind of 
adrenaline ride or smart story that 
pushes boundaries. 

I imagine it wants to be. Hardly 
any superhero films are this violent, 
though Lexi Alexander’s 
“Punisher: War Zone” likely still 
holds that top spot. But that vio-
lence, especially come the third act, 
feels more like an homage to 
Gunn’s directorial debut “Slither,” a 
raunchy horror comedy. 

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures 

Bloodsport (Idris Elba), the leading supervillain in “The Suicide Squad,” 
unleashes many cool weapons in the new film.

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures 

The chemistry between David Dastmalchian, left, John Cena, Idris Elba 
and Daniela Melchior make “The Suicide Squad” a fun superhero movie.

Dot Man (David Dastmalchian) are 
also rather splendid. 

I’m a little confused, though, by 
the special emphasis placed on 
Peacemaker, an idiotic, murderous 
and more fascist version of Captain 
America. Again, in theory, this 
makes for a great antagonistic char-
acter in a team setting, and Cena is 
a unique casting choice, but he 
doesn’t quite shine here. More per-
plexing, he’s about to get his own 
HBO Max series. I was more excit-
ed about this news until I experi-
enced the character on screen. 

Oddly, “The Suicide Squad” isn’t 
funny, but it sure tries. The jokes 
and gags just don’t land. It feels 
excessive, unrestrained, like TV 
writers switching to the big screen, 
ready to shirk all those content 
restrictions only to find that without 
limits the playful innuendo that 

made their work so unique was 
replaced by something quite famil-
iar. 

Don’t mistake my criticism. It’s a 
fun ride, lightyears better than most 
DC films these days and ascending 
plenty of Marvel films too, but it’s 
hardly the best in the DC Extended 
Universe or from Gunn himself. 
The only quality jokes appear in the 
trailers – leaving no laughs upon a 
complete viewing – and the action 
sequences work well enough until 
the third act does what too many 
superhero films do, to numbing 
effect. 

Still, this is solid filmmaking 
with enough creative elements to 
make it watchable. For a WB super-
hero (adjacent) film, it’s a top 10. 
Compared to all the other superhero 
films out, it honestly wouldn’t 
broach the top 30.

‘Suicide Squad’ restarts series but doesn’t shine 

On the positive side, it rocks 
some beautiful visuals expired by a 
slew of surrealist moments often 
left on the printed page when these 
characters are adapted for film. The 
story even dives a bit deeper into the 
problems of clandestine govern-
ment operations. Clearly a suicide 
squad, formally called Task Force 
X, wouldn’t need to exist if the U.S. 
acted in good faith around the 
world. 

But that’s all texture, hardly 
material worth heavily praising 
other than its superficial purpose to 
move the story along. “The Suicide 
Squad” works best during character 
interactions anyway. Perhaps the 
best element here is finally seeing 
Elba used properly in a comic book 
flick. 

His character shares a bit with the 
previous film’s Deadshot, a merce-
nary-assassin with a whole lotta 
cool toys and a fractured relation-
ship with a daughter. But 
Bloodsport is far more interesting, 
truly worthy of more screen time in 
the (hopefully) near future. 

Robbie’s Harley Quinn – no 
explanation how she’s back in cus-
tody following “Birds of Prey” – 
also enjoys her greatest hurrah to 
date here, but she hardly seems to 
have peaked. King Shark (voided 
by Sylvester Stallone) and Polka-

The city of West Hollywood 
continues its 2021 WeHo LIVE! 
Virtual Friday Happy Hour music 
series on Friday evenings at 6 p.m. 
through Sept. 24, online at 
weho.org/weholive. 

“With the Delta variant creating 
new concerns for health and safety, 
we’re seeking to create opportuni-
ties to engage in West Hollywood’s 
vibrant nightlife in creative ways, 
whether safely in person in the 
community or safer at home,” West 
Hollywood Mayor Lindsey 

Horvath said. “For those that 
choose to connect in a virtual 
space, the city’s WeHo LIVE! DJs 
and musicians continue to bring the 
rhythm and melody of our commu-
nity directly into your homes. Let’s 
start our weekends virtually 
throughout the rest of summer each 
Friday evening for an hour of live 
DJ entertainment each week. Be 
sure to connect to the beat.” 

The virtual series kicked-off in 
July and continues on Friday, Aug. 
13 with DJ Phatrick, a Chinese 

American DJ and producer with 
more than 20 years of experience. 
Sindri, a DJ, artist and event pro-
ducer, will be featured on Aug. 27. 
followed by DJ Dazzler on Sept. 3. 
The series continues on Sept. 10 
with Kid Enzo Music, and L.A.-
based DJ d. painter on Sept 24. 

The city of West Hollywood’s 
2021 WeHo LIVE! series is orga-
nized by West Hollywood’s Arts 
Division.  

For information, visit 
weho.org/weholive.

WeHo’s weekly virtual DJ series continues in August

Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra 
Artistic Advisor Derrick Skye has 
been honored with the 2021 
Princess Grace Award Honoraria in 
theater. 

The composer, who merges 
music, text, movement and film, is 
noted for work that is cross cultural, 
cross genre and multi-disciplinary. 
The Princess Grace Awards support 
and elevate extraordinary early 
career artists in theater, dance and 
film, and nurture the recipients 
throughout their careers. Skye is 
one of 18 Princess Grace Award 
winners and 12 honoraria recipients 
selected this year from over 200 
nominated candidates. They join 
the more than 800 distinguished 
recipients honored since the incep-
tion of the awards. 

Skye was nominated for the 
award by James Darrah, LACO’s 
2020-21 creative director of digital 
content, who worked closely with 
Skye on an episode for LACO’s 
digital Close Quarters series that 
spotlighted the broad scope of 
Skye’s artistry. It included the 
world premieres of Skye’s LACO-

commissioned “Mother of 
Bravery” for septet and narrator, 
and “Mind The Rhythm,” per-
formed by Assistant Concertmaster 
Tereza Stanislav on amplified solo 
violin, with pre-recorded electro-

acoustic percussion and electronics 
by Skye, who also curated and co-
directed the episode. 

“I’m very humbled to receive this 
award,” Skye said. “More than any-
thing, I’m grateful to have the 
opportunity to be an artist across 
several disciplines and be acknowl-
edged for that approach in such a 
significant way. I’m also incredibly 
thankful to the Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra, James Darrah, 
LACO Creative Advisor Ellen Reid 
and LACO Music Director Jaime 
Martín for being such enthusiastic 
advocates for multi-disciplinary 
creativity and collaboration.” 

“Derrick is a remarkably talented 
artist who is brimming with fresh 
approaches to music and perfor-
mance,” Martín added. “He has 
made a meaningful impact on 
LACO as well as the broader cul-
tural community through his inven-
tive multi-disciplinary work. We 
salute him for this incredible and 
well deserved honor and know that 
he will continue to enrich and inno-
vate the arts.” 

For information, visit laco.org.

LACO artistic advisor recognized for work in theater

photo by Hannah Arista 

LACO Artistic Advisor Derrick 
Skye has been recognized with 
the 2021 Princess Grace Award 
Honoraria in theater. 

The Korean Cultural Center 
Los Angeles, in partnership with 
Launch LA, presents an open call 
exhibition titled “Reflection,” 
which will take place through 
Aug. 27 at the Korean Cultural 
Center Art Gallery, 5505 
Wilshire Blvd.  

A reflection may be an image 
mirrored back to the observer or 
serious thought and considera-
tion. In the case of this exhibi-
tion, it’s both. 

Jurors Sunook Park and Terrell 
Tilford viewed over 400 images 
from over 100 artists in a blind 
jurying process.   They chose 46 
pieces by 39 artists for an inter-
connected, authentic and com-
pelling survey of contemporary 
life. “Reflection” brings together 

artists from across Southern 
California whose practices con-
template and mirror unprecedent-
ed times. 

Park is a professor in the 
California State University, Long 
Beach School of Art and brand 
coach at Sunook Park Branding. 
He is also an independent curator 
and founder of ANDLAB, a 
motivational retreat center, alter-
native exhibition space and edu-
cation lab for art and design. 

In 2015, actor, collector and 
curator Tilford founded Band of 
Vices in Los Angeles, a gallery 
that serves as a platform for 
emerging, mid-career and estab-
lished contemporary artists. 

For information, visit 
kccla.org.

KCCLA exhibit includes reflective 
works by contemporary artists

photo courtesy of KCCLA 

Fatima Franks’ piece “Reflection” is included in the new exhibit.
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The Beverly Hills Unified 
School District Board of Education 
on Aug. 10 approved the appoint-
ment of Beverly Vista Middle 
School Assistant Principal Joe 
Little.  

Little served the last 10 years at 
Animo Westside Middle School, 
part of Green Dot Public Schools 
in Playa del Rey. He was a history 
teacher and served five years as 
assistant principal.  

“Mr. Little is an experienced 
middle school administrator who 
has impressive knowledge in the 
field of special education,” 
BHUSD Superintendent Michael 
Bregy said. “We look forward to 
welcoming him to the BVMS and 
wider BHUSD community.” 

Little received his master of arts 
in education and administration 
credential from Loyola 
Marymount University and his 
bachelor of arts in history and 
teaching credential from California 
State University, Long Beach. He 
will start on Aug. 16 in the new 
position at Beverly Vista Middle 
School. 

“I am honored and grateful to 
become the new assistant principal 
at Beverly Vista Middle School,” 
Little said. “This district has been a 
leader of what quality education 
looks like for students for a very 
long time and I cannot wait to sup-
port and help grow that legacy at 
BVMS. I am excited to meet 
everybody that is a part of the great 

community at Beverly Vista 
Middle School. Go Bulldogs.” 

New assistant principal appointed 
at Beverly Vista Middle School

photo courtesy of BHUSD 

Joe Little is the new assistant 
principal at Beverly Vista Middle 
School.

The Beverly Hills Unified School 
District is seeking new applicants 
for its Citizens’ Bond Oversight 
Committee. 

The CBOC was established to 
oversee bond proceeds, expendi-
tures and audits associated with 
Measure E and Measure BH. The 
district is currently seeking appli-
cants for the following two year 
positions in the CBOC: taxpayers 
organization member, business 
organization member, senior citi-
zens’ organization member, at large 
member, parent or guardian mem-
ber, parent or guardian/PTA mem-

ber, construction background and 
finance background. 

The district is asking for commu-
nity support in communicating with 
friends and colleagues in Beverly 
Hills about the opportunity to serve. 
Applicants must complete the form 
and submit it to the superintendent’s 
office by Aug. 27. The BHUSD 
Board of Education and the CBOC 
chair will review applications and 
use the information provided in the 
selection process. 

To apply, call the superintendent's 
office at (310)551-5100, ext. 2210, 
or visit bhusd.org/cbocapplication. 

BHUSD seeks applicants for Citizens’ 
Bond Oversight Committee

City National Bank, L.A. Family 
Housing and the office of Los 
Angeles City Councilwoman 
Monica Rodriguez, 7th District, dis-
tributed backpacks on Aug. 6 to 
children experiencing homelessness 
in Los Angeles County.  

“L.A. Family Housing provides 
an invaluable service to our com-
munities by connecting housing and 
critical resources to families experi-
encing homelessness, including 
nearly a thousand school-aged chil-
dren,” said Peyman Salehi, senior 
vice president and regional manager 
in private banking at City National 
Bank and a member of the LAFH 
Board of Directors. “Supporting our 
community is part of who we are at 
City National Bank, and we are 
honored to work with L.A. Family 
Housing to make sure students 
enrolled in their programs have the 
supplies and resources they need to 
succeed in school.”  

City National Bank and LAFH 
distributed backpacks to approxi-
mately 250 students. Other event 
supporters and partners included the 
Los Angeles Unified School 
District, Los Angeles Public 
Library, School on Wheels and 
Head Start. Students also received 
clothing and shoes. LAUSD repre-

sentatives helped students register 
for school. 

“After more than a year of virtual 
learning, the return to the classroom 
is a big deal. With this support from 
City National Bank, we’re thrilled 
that the children of LAFH will be 
going back to school in style,” said 
Stephanie Klasky-Gamer, president 
and CEO of L.A. Family Housing. 
“These backpacks make a big dif-
ference for these students and their 
families because they send a mes-
sage that we are here for them and 
rooting for them to succeed.” 

The organizers said more stu-
dents than ever are living in shelters, 
motels, cars and on the streets. In 
2019, more than 17,000 students 
enrolled in public schools in Los 
Angeles were experiencing home-
lessness, according to a report from 
the LAUSD. 

“Students experiencing home-
lessness face greater barriers to aca-
demic success, further exacerbated 
by the pandemic,” Rodriguez 
added. “With in class learning 
resuming after more than a year of 
zoom, these new backpacks and 
supplies will help students go back 
to school ready for a fresh start.” 

For information, visit cnb.com 
and lafh.org. 

photo courtesy of City National Bank 

Approximately 250 students received backpacks during an annual back 
to school distribution organized by City National Bank and L.A. Family 
Housing.

Backpack drive prepares students  
for new school year

The Jewish Community 
Foundation of Los Angeles has 
announced it has awarded a record 
$1 million to seven local nonprofits 
that address issues related to educa-
tion equity.  

The funding supports communi-
ty-led organizations that connect 
students with strong mentors, focus 
on the specific needs of young peo-
ple of color, increase access to 
health services for students of color 
and their families, and empower 
students to advocate for their edu-
cational needs. The recipients are 
the Girls Club of Los Angeles, 
Antelope Valley Boys and Girls 
Club, Bridge Builders Foundation 
in South Los Angeles, EmpowHer 
Institute in Westchester, Heart of 
Los Angeles Youth Inc. in the 
MacArthur Park/Rampart District, 
Social Justice Learning Institute in 
Inglewood and Special Needs 
Network in South Los Angeles. 

The distributions are part of the 
foundation’s General Community 
Grants program, which focuses on 
high-priority social issues. In recent 
years, the grants have addressed 
homelessness, human trafficking 
and overcoming barriers to employ-

ment, as well as sexual and domes-
tic violence. The new round of 
awards also builds upon The foun-
dation’s Racial Equity Grants given 
last year.  

“The pandemic has exacerbated 
existing inequities in our education 
system that disproportionately 
affect students of color who lack 
the resources to successfully learn 
remotely,” Foundation President 
and Chief Executive Officer 
Marvin I. Schotland said. “This 
only widens an already-existing 
education gap which will result in a 
significant learning loss that will 
take years to address. The 
Foundation selected these outstand-

ing programs recognizing that those 
closest to the communities they 
serve are best able to understand 
and respond to their needs. All of 
these recipient organizations are 
based in communities of color with 
demonstrated track records of ser-
vice and strong, impressive leader-
ship.” 

Beyond grant funding, the foun-
dation works closely with grant 
recipients to offer additional sup-
port including professional devel-
opment, technical help and referrals 
to other funders in its network. 

“We believe that money alone 
will not solve the pressing issues 
facing our communities,” 
Schotland added. “That’s why we 
proudly invest much time and ener-
gy engaging with our grant recipi-
ents and providing resources to 
help them strengthen their organi-
zations and reach their goals.”  

As part of its process to identify 
the recipients, The Foundation con-
sulted with leading funders and 
experts in the field including Kaci 
Patterson, who leads the Black 
Equity Collective.  

For information, visit jewish-
foundationla.org. 

Jewish Community Foundation awards education grants  
All of these recipient 

organizations  
are based in  

communities of color 
with demonstrated 

track records of  
service and strong, 

impressive leadership.”  
Marvin I. Schotland 

JCF President and CEO

https://www.immaculateheart.org
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Call for  
OPENINGS  

in K-8th GRADES! 
Click here  

or go to our website  
for updates.

A Catholic Education is an  
Advantage for Life. 

After months of attending online 
classes, Immaculate Heart High 
School and Middle School stu-
dents are returning to campus on 
Aug. 12 to launch a new school 
year.  

The back-to-school arrival, 
while much anticipated, will not be 
entirely a back-to-normal return as 
students continue to wear masks 
for protection against the COVID-
19 virus. Immaculate Heart offi-
cials have mandated mask wearing 
for all students and school employ-
ees. Additionally, administrators 
have required proof of vaccination 
for all faculty and staff, and they 
have encouraged students who are 
eligible to get vaccines. 

“We want to create the safest 
environment possible for our fac-
ulty to teach and our students to 
learn,” Immaculate Heart 
President Maureen Diekmann 
said. “We are confident that all the 
policies and procedures we have in 
place are in complete alignment 
with the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health safe-
ty protocols relative to COVID-19. 
We are also prepared to adjust our 
protocols as necessary to maintain 
the highest level of safety for stu-
dents, families and staff.” 

Immaculate Heart’s faculty and 
staff gathered for in-service work-
shops on Aug. 9 and 10 in prepara-
tion of the school’s opening. On 
Aug. 11, orientation programs pre-
pared all new students for a suc-
cessful school year. 

Immaculate Heart High School 
celebrated the arrival of 107 fresh-
man students in the class of 2025, 
as well as five sophomore and six 

junior transfer students. The mid-
dle school welcomed new students 
including 71 sixth graders, 9 sev-
enth graders and two eighth 
graders. 

After the high school and mid-
dle school switched to distance 
learning in March 2020, teachers 
created virtual classrooms almost 
overnight. 

“The fact that our teachers and 
students already utilize technology 
in their classes made our switch to 
distance learning a smooth one,” 
Immaculate Heart High School 
Principal Naemah Morris said. 

Middle School Principal Gina 
Finer credited faculty members for 
the school’s success in providing a 
virtual learning environment. 

“Everyone stepped up to the 
plate with ideas and suggestions,” 
Finer said. “Teachers worked tire-
lessly to provide our girls with the 
same high-quality education and 
sense of community that they 
would have had here on campus.” 

Traditional community-building 
events will be in-person, starting 
with the opening liturgy of the 
school year on Aug. 13. Students 
and their families are expected to 
attend the annual Back-to-School 
Luau on Aug. 14.  

Immaculate Heart High School 
and Middle School educates 
women in the sixth through 12th 
grades and is located at 5515 
Franklin Ave. Call (323)461-3651, 
or visit immaculateheart.org. 
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Immaculate Heart students were welcomed back to campus by juniors 
Alexandra Yambao, left, Sarah Conde, Maddie Garcia and Karina 
Konstantinavicius.

Immaculate Heart returns to campus eager to learn

Shakespeare returns to Griffith Park with Independent Shakespeare Co. 
presenting a site-specific production, using the natural beauty of the park 
to conjure up Prospero’s island in “The Tempest,” directed by Independent 
Shakespeare Co.’s Artistic Director Melissa Chalsma.  

The Tempest will open at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 14, with perfor-
mances through Sunday, Sept. 5. All festival performances and events are 
free to the public. 

For 13 years, Prospero and his daughter, Miranda, have been trapped on 
an island in the middle of dangerous seas. Fate brings a long-awaited ship 
to their shores. What follows is a story of magic, treachery and miraculous 
reconciliation. 

“In many ways ‘The Tempest’ is a love letter to the power of theatrical 
imagination, something I wanted to celebrate after being away from our 
audience for so long,” Chalsma said. “Our production … requires our 
artists to play many roles and to delight in the conventions of theatrical sto-
rytelling, where a hat can symbolize an entire character. ‘The Tempest’ is 
also a play that touches on profound truths about reuniting, and the impor-
tance of learning to hold contradictory beliefs at the same time. At its heart, 
the play speaks to Shakespeare’s affirmation that no matter how broken a 
relationship is, how devastated a community is, there is only one act a 
human being can make that will bring reconciliation, and that is forgive-
ness. Enacting revenge does not give you peace, forgiveness does.” 

The temporary location for this summer is the dell at the top of the Old 
Zoo in Griffith Park. For information, call (818)710-6306 or visit iscla.org. 

photo courtesy of Independent Shakespeare Co.  

Griffith Park will host “The Tempest” on Aug. 14.

‘The Tempest’ opens in Griffith Park

Producer Jeffrey Seller and Broadway in Hollywood have announced 
that a digital lottery is being held for tickets to “Hamilton” in conjunction 
with the show’s first performance on Aug. 17 at the Hollywood Pantages 
Theatre. 

A limited number of tickets will be available for every performance for 
$10 each. The lottery will close at noon on Aug. 12 for tickets to perfor-
mances through Aug. 22. Subsequent digital lotteries will begin each 
Friday and close the following Thursday for the next week’s performances. 

Tickets start at $55. To register for the lottery, visit 
hamiltonmusical.com/lottery. For tickets and information, visit broadway-
inhollywood.com/hamiltonla. 

photo by Joan Marcus

Win tickets for ‘Hamilton’ in lottery

Gov. Gavin Newsom has appointed Nicole D. Thibeau, 38, of Los 
Angeles, to the State Board of Pharmacy. 

Thibeau has been director of pharmacy services at the Los Angeles 
LGBT Center since 2013. She was pharmacist in charge at Target 
Pharmacy from 2012 to 2013, and at CVS Pharmacy from 2009 to 2012. 
She earned a doctor of pharmacy degree from the Massachusetts College 
of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences. 

Thibeau is a member of the American Academy of HIV Medicine. The 
position does not require Senate confirmation and the compensation is 
$100 per day. 

LGBT Center’s pharmacy director 
appointed to state board 

https://www.cathedralchapelschool.org
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The city of West Hollywood 
has awarded six resident artists 
$5,000 grants through the 2021 
WeHo Artist Performance Grant 
program. The recipients are 
Aleksandr Lukanov, Alula 
Yohanes Tsadik, Bvffalo, K. 
Ryan Henisey, Leopold Nunan 
Soares and Natti Vogel. 

During the upcoming weeks, 
performances will take place out-
doors in West Hollywood. 
Attendees are encouraged to 
wear a mask and practice social 
distancing of at least 6 feet, 
regardless of vaccination status. 
The city of West Hollywood fol-
lows health and safety guidelines 
established by the Los Angeles 
County Department of Health. 

“I encourage everyone to 
search out and experience our 
summer performances,” 
Councilman John D’Amico said. 
“There’s nothing quite like the 
feeling of sharing a moment with 
a performing artist.” 

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to reshape life in West 
Hollywood and communities 
around the world, performing 
artists are among those who have 
been severely impacted. The 
WeHo Artist Performance Grant, 
initiated on May 3, is a direct 
response to resident performing 
artists who have been detrimen-
tally affected by the pandemic. 
As an extension of the WeHo 
Artist Grant program, this tempo-
rary category provides direct sup-
port for individual performing 
artists living in the city of West 
Hollywood. 

The WeHo Artist Performance 
Grant will help to financially sup-
port resident performing artists 

while offering them the opportu-
nity to share their talents with the 
community. WeHo Artist 
Performance Grant funding is 
recommended by the Arts and 
Cultural Affairs Commission and 
approved by the City Council. 

Tsadik is a multi-talented and 
self-taught musician, composer, 
arranger, lyricist, singer and per-
former with seven CDs and 10 
videos. His music is an expres-
sion of the pursuit of freedom, 
life, liberty, happiness, and social 
justice issues. 

Henisey is influenced by the 
people, culture and landscape of 
the local community and 
California. Bvffalo, a multimedia 
artist, creates uplifting art with 
recycled and upcycled materials. 

Vogel is a West Hollywood 
musical artist who has toured 
internationally, working with 
musicians of every genre and 
demographic and writing and 
performing daily. He builds upon 
the genre-crossing, performer-
composer-activist lineage of 
David Bowie, Tori Amos and 
Nina Simone. 

Soares is a Brazilian-American 
multi-disciplinary artist, Los 
Angeles community leader, and 
queer activist. He was classically 
trained in theater and ballet in 
Rio de Janeiro and recorded his 
first international hit single “I’ve 
Got It” at the age of 18. Lukanov 
is a dance-pop singer and song-
writer and a cirque aerial per-
former. 

The art programs will be pre-
sented on different dates through 
Oct. 16. For information and a 
complete schedule, visit 
weho.org/arts. 

WeHo announces arts grant 
recipients and new shows  

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo 

The city of West Hollywood is providing $5,000 grants to perfor-
mance artists.

Following up on the mission to 
provide a safe sober space and sup-
port the local LGBTQ+ communi-
ty, No Matter What Recovery has 
presented a $1,000 check to the 
Trans Wellness Center for future 
programming for clients of the sup-
portive services agency.  

The funds were raised by mem-
bers of the Los Angeles sober com-
munity during No Matter What 
Recovery’s Pride Sober Tea Dance 
celebration held last June.  

The event featured live perfor-
mances by artist, entertainer and 
transgender advocate Jazzmun; 
drag artist and performer 6; artist 
and transgender advocate Miss 
Barbie-Q; artist and drag performer 
Yolanda Longoria; and DJ Jose 
Gonzalez. 

“The event was a tremendous 
success thanks to the generosity of 
the LGBTQ+ sober community,” 
said Paulo Grayson, chief executive 
officer of No Matter What 
Recovery. “We danced, we support-
ed creative trans artists, and togeth-
er we raised funds for the Trans 
Wellness Center to continue its crit-
ical work to uplift the lives of trans-
gender and non-binary individuals 
in Los Angeles. The celebration we 
hosted was full of love, and we 
want to express our deepest grati-
tude to all those who made contri-
butions that will help change lives.” 

The Trans Wellness Center pro-
vides comprehensive resources and 
services for transgender and non-
binary people. The organization is 
the first of its kind in the United 

States, created by community lead-
ers and allies. 

“This gift from the sober com-
munity will help us provide even 
more love and support that so many 
of our clients need,” said Mariana 
Marroquin, program manager of 
the Trans Wellness Center. “These 
funds will go a long way to help us 
develop future programming to 
support those who are trying to get 
sober and build a stronger transgen-
der community.” 

No Matter What Recovery inte-
grates the treatment of addiction 
and mental health issues to form its 
intensive outpatient program.  

The Trans Wellness Center  is 
located at 3055 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 
360. For information, visit nomat-
terwhatrecovery.com. 

No Matter What Recovery raises money for TWC

The Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art will present 
“Acting Out: Cabinet Cards and the 
Making of Modern Photography, 
1870-1900,” the first in-depth 
examination of the cabinet card 
phenomenon in the United States, 
through Nov. 7. 

Measuring 6-1/2 by 4-1/4 inches, 
roughly the size of a modern-day 
mobile phone screen, cabinet cards 
gave rise to a golden age of photo-
graphic portraiture in the second 
half of the 19th Century. Where 
photographs had once functioned as 
solemn records of likeness and 
stature, cabinet cards offered a new 
outlet for entertainment and 
remembering life's everyday 
moments, allowing for different 
poses, details, action-ready gestures 
and an array of props.  

“Acting Out: Cabinet Cards and 
the Making of Modern 
Photography, 1870-1900” was 
organized by John Rohrbach, senior 
curator of photographs at the Amon 
Carter Museum of American Art. 
The LACMA presentation is curat-
ed by Britt Salvesen, curator and 

head of the Wallis Annenberg 
Photography Department. 

"’Acting Out’ fills in an impor-
tant chapter in the history of photo-
graphic portraiture-a transition 
from the early days, when getting a 
photograph was expensive and 
uncomfortable, to the modern era, 
when everyone has a camera and 
makes their own snapshots,” 
Salvesen said. “While little is 
known about the cabinet card mak-
ers or the subjects themselves, the 

photographs provide a lively 
glimpse into the past, showing how 
people learned to perform for the 
camera." 

Cabinet cards transformed the 
way Americans collected and 
shared photographs of family and 
friends. Organized thematically and 
featuring more than 200 works, 
“Acting Out” investigates how pho-
tography became a performative 
medium, as it is often used today.  

For information, visit lacma.org.  

LACMA debuts exhibit exploring cabinet cards

photo courtesy of LACMA 

The Los Angeles County Museum of Art will present “Acting Out,” an 
exploration of cabinet cards and their impact on photography. 

The annual FIDM Debut Show 
2021 will be presented by the 
Fashion Institute of Design & 
Merchandising on Thursday, Aug. 
12, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. on 
YouTube. 

The show celebrates the creativi-
ty of graduating fashion designers 
and spotlights the work of FIDM 
students in the Advanced Fashion 
Design program.  

The work of nine students will be 
featured in the video and more than 
100 garments will be presented. 
The fashion designers worked for 
nine months to create pieces fea-
tured in the FIDM Debut Show. 

Being selected for the Advanced 
Fashion Design program is an 
honor as it requires exemplary 
design talent and academic 
achievement. After receiving an 
associate of arts degree from 
FIDM, students are chosen each 
year to participate in this special-
ized 3rd year program, participants 
are chosen based on overall grade 
point average, references, portfolio 
review, talent, skill level and formal 
interviews with department chair 
persons from FIDM. Hundreds of 
prospective candidates apply for 
the program. 

The 2021 designers are Dmitry 
Alek,  Dustin Argumedo, Jiarui 

“Ruby” Cai, Bella Madden, Fabian 
Renteria, Sofia Masuda, Lilymoon 
Perez, Jesua Rodriguez and Zak 
Weinreich.  

“All the Debut students found 
unique inspirations for their collec-
tions and we are so proud of them 
for successfully completing their 
degrees in Advanced Fashion 

Design,” FIDM’s Vice President of 
Education Barbara Bundy said. 
“They researched their ideas intent-
ly … their collections reflect that 
hard work whether inspired by her-
itage, environment, travels or other 
sources.” 

To view the show, visit 
fidm.edu/en/calendar/debut.

FIDM presents work by graduating designers

photo courtesy of FIDM 

Dustin Argumedo and Sofia Masuda prepared a floral design for the 
annual FIDM Debut Show.   

Luis Alfaro, a celebrated 
Chicano artist and MacArthur 
“genius” fellow, has joined Center 
Theatre Group as its associate artis-
tic director. He will work closely 
with Artistic Director Michael 
Ritchie and fellow associate artistic 
directors on overall artistic pro-
gramming. 

Alfaro will also oversee the L.A. 
Writers’ Workshop and serve a key 
role in the expansion of new play 
development. 

“Center Theatre Group has been 
my artistic home for nearly my 
entire career, so to return at such a 

pivotal moment in the history of 
regional theater, the organization 
and Los Angeles is quite invigorat-
ing,” he said. “I’m joining a won-
derful mix of associate artistic 
directors, all of whom have been 
doing exciting work to move the 
theatre forward during such exis-
tential times.” 

Alfaro’s relationship with Center 
Theatre Group began in 1995, 
when he helped guide artistic 
development under founding 
Artistic Director Gordon Davidson. 
For information, visit centertheatre-
group.org.  

Theater group selects new  
associate artistic director



In a new series of videos released 
as part of a Cedars-Sinai Health 
Education Campaign, Black medical 
professionals plead for viewers to get 
a COVID-19 vaccine. 

The videos, along with an animat-
ed version explaining how the 
COVID-19 vaccine works in the 
human body, are part of a new 
Cedars-Sinai health education cam-
paign that addresses vaccine hesitan-
cy through education, awareness and 
promotion of access to COVID-19 
vaccines.  

The Doses of Hope campaign, 

which includes social media mes-
sages, digital assets and community 
toolkits, aims to promote COVID-19 
vaccination in communities that cur-
rently have low vaccination rates, 
including the Black and Latino com-
munities in Los Angeles. 

"This past week, I've seen three 
children who have lost a parent to 
COVID this past year, and I usually 
have the answers to questions, but I 
don't have the words to comfort them 
or their parents, and that is devastat-
ing," Dr. Kyle Monk said in the 
video. "And they have told me, mul-

tiple times, 'I only wish this vaccine 
came sooner.'" 

All Doses of Hope materials are 
available for free to community 
groups helping educate the public on 
COVID-19 vaccines, which have 
been proven safe and effective. The 
materials, available in Spanish and 
English, emphasize that the potential 
short-term side effects of the vac-
cines – soreness, headaches and 
fatigue – are nothing compared to the 
health risks of COVID-19. 

"Our hope is that we can help 
spread the message that these vac-
cines work," said Jonathan 
Schreiber, vice president of commu-
nity engagement. "As part of our role 
as healthcare leaders, Cedars-Sinai is 
committed to the health and wellbe-
ing of all communities." 

In addition to the video series, the 
Doses of Hope toolkit helps commu-
nity organizations plan outreach and 
address any questions and concerns 
their members may have about the 
vaccines. 

"For me, I think Doses of Hope – 
it's literal," said Dr. Stacy Tarradath, 
a family medicine physician in the 
video series. "These vaccine dosages 
are going to give us the hope of 
returning to a normal life again." 

To view the videos, visit 
youtube.com/user/cedarssinai. 
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executive vice president of hospital 
operations and chief operating offi-
cer, said officials evaluated options 
for complying with the act and 
determined that building a new 
wing was the least intrusive way.  

“It would take nearly 100 major 
phases of construction and span 
nearly two decades [if Cedars 
retrofitted its main buildings with-
out constructing a new tower],” he 
added. “We would lose 120 beds 
during construction, and many hos-
pital programs and departments 
would have to be relocated.” 

Smith said a new wing would 
enable the center to shift programs 
and services while construction is 
ongoing in the main buildings — 
the North and South Patient 
Towers and the Professional 
Tower.  

He said construction would be 
reduced to seven major phases and 
would take considerably less time. 
Additionally, the new wing would 
be energy-efficient and seek a 
LEED gold status, Smith said.  

“This is difficult,” he added. “A 
hospital is a machine and a 24/7 
facility that can’t just be turned 
off.” 

The new hospital wing would be 
located at the southwest corner of 
Beverly and San Vicente boule-
vards. It would connect to the 
Professional Tower and the 
Saperstein Critical Care Tower, 
according to project documents.  

Hospital officials said they will 
also improve the pedestrian experi-
ence on Beverly Boulevard as part 
of the project. The plaza level will 
feature healing gardens and offer 
shade and respite for visitors and 
patients. 

Currently, a 16,200-square-foot 
medical building and a surface area 
parking lot occupy the potential 
site. They would be demolished if 
the proposal is approved, accord-
ing to project documents.  

Smith said Cedars-Sinai already 
has a surplus of parking and will 
continue to do so if the project is 
approved.  

Jeff Haber, a partner in the real 
estate practice of Paul Hastings 
LLP, said the project would be 
exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act 
because it involves seismic 
upgrades.  

It does not appear that the project 
will be a bitter pill to swallow. No 
one spoke critically of the project 
during Tuesday’s public hearing.  

Debbie Dyner Harris, the district 
director for Los Angeles City 
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th 
District, praised the way in which 
Cedars-Sinai was complying with 
the state law while maintaining ser-
vice.  

“It makes an incredible amount 
of sense,” she said.  

Eli Veitzer, president and CEO 
of Jewish Family Service of Los 
Angeles, said his organization 
strongly supports the project. 

“Cedars-Sinai has been an 
invaluable partner with Jewish 
Family Service in many ways for 
many, many years,” he added.  

Additionally, several volunteers 
and former patients spoke. 
Corentin Villemeur was involved 
in a hit-and-run that resulted in him 
spending two months at Cedars-
Sinai.  

“Long story short, I’m doing 
much better,” he said. “I’m able to 
work again. And Cedars played a 
huge role in that happy ending.” 

The project received unanimous 
support from the Mid City West 
Community Council’s Planning 

and Land Use Committee last 
week. Chair Daniel Schoorl said 
the general board will likely con-
sider the project in September.  

He said the project has several 
“positive” components – the seis-
mic upgrades, the addition of beds, 
the improvements on Beverly 
Boulevard and the lack of parking 
impacts.  

“At the end of the day, with the 
closing of Olympia hospital … it 
seems like this is not only a good 
project, but a needed project,” 
Schoorl said.  

Smith, the chief operating offi-
cer, said Cedar-Sinai’s “whole 
quantifiable community benefit” 
was more than $723 million during 
the fiscal year 2021. He said $25 
million was used for commitments 
toward the center’s COVID-19 
rapid response efforts.  

“For many years, Cedars-Sinai 
has served as a critical health care 
resource for the greater Los 
Angeles area,” Smith added. “The 
dedication to excellent care and 
community is always important, 
but even more so during unprece-
dented crises like the one we have 
been facing with COVID-19. 
Cedars-Sinai fulfills its mission to 
the community by investing in 
programs and services to improve 
the health status of the communi-
ty.” 

Cedars proposal receives praise 
From page 1

all students. We are confident 
that the insight we gained last 
year will guide our decisions 
moving forward.” 

Among the unknowns is 
whether students will spend their 
school year entirely in the class-
room. If home learning is man-
dated at some point, the district is 
ready, Bregy said.  

“In the event we are forced by 
the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health to 
physically shut down, our board 
of education has invested hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in 
infrastructure and technology to 
support our ability to be agile and 
transition quickly,” he added. 
“Our dedicated teachers did a 
phenomenal job building this 
teaching model last year and, 
although we hope for the best, we 
are planning for all foreseeable 
scenarios.” 

He said the district’s priorities 
for 2021-22 are the same as they 
were pre-pandemic – health and 
safety, educational rigor and con-
sistency, childcare and social and 
emotional wellbeing.  

“We have learned valuable 
lessons with the understanding 
that we do not control the condi-
tions that come up in our lives, 
but we do determine the experi-
ence,” Bregy added. “I am confi-
dent our BHUSD staff will do 
everything we can to ensure that 
we are delivering the highest 
instructional and social and emo-
tional experiences for our 
youngest learners to our high 
school students. We are grateful 
to the wider community for their 
ongoing support of BHUSD.” 

Currently, the health depart-
ment is not requiring vaccina-
tions for students in Los Angeles 
County; however, the Los 
Angeles Unified School District 
is requiring vaccinations for stu-
dents or weekly, negative 
COVID-19 tests. Beverly Hills 
will require that staff members, 
students and visitors wear masks 
while indoors regardless of vac-
cination status; however, masks 
will be optional outdoors. 

The district will take students’ 
and visitors’ temperatures upon 
entry to district facilities. Staff 
members can take their tempera-
tures using district-provided ther-
mometers before coming to 
school.  

Employees, volunteers, visi-
tors and contractors will be 
required to complete a health 
screening daily at 
bhusd.org/healthscreening.  

Students who are in “close 
contact” – within six feet for 
more than 15 minutes – with 
someone who has COVID-19 
will be required to quarantine, 
unless they are asymptomatic 
and vaccinated or if they are 
asymptomatic and have had 
COVID-19 in the last 90 days. In 

those cases, the health depart-
ment recommends a test, but it is 
not required. 

Other students who are 
exposed must quarantine for 10 
days from the date of the expo-
sure. If these students can pro-
duce a negative test by the fifth 
day, they can return two days 
later. 

If students have traveled out-
side of the state since Aug. 3, 
they will be required to get a 
COVID-19 test prior to school 
beginning. If students travel out-
side the state 10 days before Aug. 
13, Sept. 9 and Nov. 29 and are 
not fully vaccinated, they will 
need to take a district test as well. 
The health department has issued 
a travel advisory, but it is only a 
recommendation, district offi-
cials said.  

According to the district, stu-
dents will eat outside as much as 
possible, with elementary school 
students eating with their class-
room groups. Increased physical 
distance is recommended by the 
health department. Physical edu-
cation classes will be held out-
doors as much as possible as 
well.  

Additionally, water fountains 
will be operational, and teachers 
will have seating plans to “identi-
fy students who may be impact-
ed” by exposure and begin con-
tract tracing, district officials 
said. Sporting events and perfor-
mances will be held, with masks 
required indoors. Full school 
days will be held, with the excep-
tion of students in Independent 
Study.  

Custodians will use a hydro-
gen peroxide-based disinfectant 
and have access to personal pro-
tective equipment. They have 
also been trained in blood borne 
pathogen prevention, according 
to the district.  

Frequently, students and staff 
members will have an opportuni-
ty to wash their hands. Younger 
children will have more frequent 
mandatory breaks for handwash-
ing. Hand sanitizer will not be 
openly available in classrooms 
with children under age 9.  

Students and staff who are 
symptomatic can get a daily 
COVID-19 Rapid Antigen test 
between 3 and 4 p.m. throughout 
the week. They are held at vari-
ous locations: the district office 
(Mondays), Horace Mann 
Elementary School (Tuesdays), 
Hawthorne Elementary School 
(Wednesdays), Beverly Vista 
Middle School (Thursdays) and 
Beverly Hills High School 
(Fridays). All results are reported 
to the health department.  

All infections and exposures 
involving Beverly Hills students 
should be directed to the district’s 
health department liaison, Phil 
Wenker, at pwenker@bhusd.org.  

 

rendering courtesy of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

The 405,000 square-foot tower would add more than 200 patient beds 
and enable workers to retrofit the center’s main buildings more quickly.

Cedars-Sinai posts educational videos 

L.A. County library receives award 
Los Angeles County library offi-

cials announced that the library has 
been named as one of the recipients 
of the American Library 
Association’s John Cotton Dana 
Library Award for excellence in 
library public relations and strategic 
communication. 

Each library receives a $10,000 
grant provided by the H.W. Wilson 
Foundation. The 2021 winners will 
be honored at a reception held by 

EBSCO Information Services at the 
2022 ALA Annual Conference in 
Chicago. 

L.A. County library is receiving 
the award for its Park & Connect 
Free Outdoor Wi-Fi Program. In 
response to the widening digital 
divide during the pandemic, the 
library implemented the new pro-
gram to make technology accessi-
ble outside its walls and into its 
parking lots. 

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center



U.S. Reps. Ted Lieu (D-Los 
Angeles) and Katie Porter (D-
Orange County) on Aug. 6 intro-
duced the Preventing Harmful 
Exposure to Phthalates Act, a bill to 
prevent phthalates from contami-
nating the U.S. food supply.  

Phthalates are chemicals added 
to plastic products used throughout 
the food production process and 
have been known to cause serious 
health problems. U.S. Sens. Dianne 
Feinstein (D-Calif.) and Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) will be leading 
companion legislation in the 
Senate. 

Phthalates are harmful chemicals 
added to plastic products used 
throughout the food production 
process and can cause serious 
health problems. The chemicals 
have been found to leach into food 
through plastic products and equip-
ment such as tubing, lid gaskets, 
food preparation gloves, conveyor 

belts and food packaging materials. 
A recent report in the American 

Journal of Public Health showed 
that prenatal exposure to phthalates 
can have lasting consequences to 
children’s brain development and 
increase children’s risks for learn-
ing, attention and behavior disor-
ders. Pregnant women’s exposure 
to phthalates has been shown to 
decrease fetal testosterone, as well 
as harm reproductive development 
in male babies. 

The report also showed that, 
overall, women have higher expo-
sure to phthalates found in personal 
care products than men, and Black 
and Latina women have higher 
exposure to certain phthalates com-
pared to white women, independent 
of socioeconomic status. 

“We know phthalates are toxic 
endocrine-disrupting chemicals 
that cause developmental and 
reproductive harm,” Lieu said. 

“Every day, American families are 
exposed to multiple phthalates in 
their diets regardless of whether 
they eat at home or elsewhere. I’m 
pleased to introduce the Preventing 
Harmful Exposure to Phthalates 
Act with Senator Feinstein, Senator 
Gillibrand, and Congresswoman 
Porter. The time for action on this 
health risk to families, especially 
our children and underserved com-
munities, is long overdue.” 

Feinstein said the harm from 
phthalates is “well-documented.”  

“Many Americans aren’t even 
aware that it is happening,” she 
added. “The fact that exposure to 
these toxic chemicals may come 
from multiple sources we come in 
contact with daily, including the 
very food we eat, should make ban-
ning them from U.S. products a 
national imperative. We already 
banned phthalates from toys and 
other children’s products. It’s time 
to remove them from food packag-
ing and other products that threaten 
our health.” 
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loophole … that developers are 
using.” 

The mayor said she is not aware 
of any other occurrences in West 
Hollywood but has directed staff to 
investigate.  

“We as a city have a long history 
of protecting renters and making 
sure that, in the unfortunate cir-
cumstances of property owners 
exercising the Ellis Act, we afford 
[tenants] protections and very clear 
steps as to how that process is sup-
posed to take place,” Horvath, a 
fellow renter, said.  

She said tenants being evicted 
through no fault of their own is 
tragic.  

“It’s a devastating loss,” Horvath 
said.  

Margolis said the support the 
association has received has been 
great.  

“Everyone’s really up in arms,” 
she added. “They’re all ready to 
support us.” 

The association is prepared to 
advocate in any way possible – 
whether it’s at the city, county or 
state level, Margolis said.  

“We need to preserve the afford-
able housing in West Hollywood,” 
she said. “It shouldn’t be so easy. 
It’s so easy for these prospective 
builders. There’s nothing stopping 
them. Why is that?” 

At the state level, many attempts 
have been made to reform the Ellis 
Act, Assemblyman Richard Bloom 
(D-Santa Monica) said. In fact, a 
bill he co-authored – AB 854, 
which would require landlords to 

own their properties for five years 
before invoking the Ellis Act – is 
circulating through the Assembly. 

“Unfortunately, it’s difficult to 
find a legislative solution that has a 
likelihood of passing on this partic-
ular issue,” said Bloom, who is 
scheduled to meet with the Vista 
Street tenants over the next couple 
of weeks.  

He said the Ellis Act has created 
issues for decades and impacted 
thousands of tenants in Los 
Angeles County. Bloom listed sev-
eral unsuccessful Assembly bills 
that have attempted to change it 
over the last 10 years.  

“It’s indicative of just how diffi-

cult it is to pass legislation on this 
topic, even though it was acknowl-
edged by everyone that there were 
people who were abusing the Ellis 
Act,” he said, adding that COVID-
19 and other factors will continue 
applying pressure to tenants and 
landlords. “We’re really concerned 
that we’re going to get a tsunami of 
Ellising, and that is obviously very 
troubling given that … rental hous-
ing is becoming less and less 
affordable with each passing day.” 

Margolis said the owners operate 
under 1109 Vista LLC and 1115 
Vista LLC. Attempts to reach the 
owners or a representative by dead-
line were unsuccessful.  

Ellis Act continues to lead to no-fault evictions 
From page 3

Billboard approved
From page 1

they’re using green space in 
there.” 

The staff report states that the 
current sign, which is located 
just west of the Eveleigh, was 
installed in the early 1960s. Its 
replacement has a sign face area 
of 532 square feet. The overall 
billboard height was reduced by 
10 feet after the West 
Hollywood Planning 
Commission reviewed the pro-
ject, according to the report.  

“This is a stunning billboard,” 
Councilwoman Sepi Shyne said. 
“It encompasses everything that 

our billboard goals and new 
vision is about.” 

Mayor Lindsey Horvath 
asked her colleagues to consider 
expediting the installation of end 
road lights at the crosswalk at 
that intersection. The council 
agreed.  

“I don’t know if you’ve ever 
tried to cross at that light at 
Sherbourne and Sunset, but It is 
a challenge to begin with,” she 
said. 

Construction of the billboard 
could begin later this year or in 
early 2022.  

Legislators look to ban phthalates 

photo courtesy of Vista Street Tenants Association West Hollywood 

Members of the Vista Street Tenants Association and the Los Angeles 
Tenants Union raised awareness during the yard sale last weekend.

Second installment of ‘Love in Action’ upcoming 
Following its successful live 

telethon in 2020 that raised $1.3 
million for the LGBTQ commu-
nity during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Los Angeles LGBT 
Center will produce a second edi-
tion of “Love in Action” from 7 to 
9 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 14.  

The two-hour fundraising 
show, presented by The Ariadne 
Getty Foundation and Glamazon 
L.A. – Amazon’s LGBTQ+ 
Affinity Group — will air on 
KTLA 5, and sustain the center’s 
vital programs and services 
impacted by the pandemic.  

Emmy Award-winning actress 
Jane Lynch and KTLA 5 news 
anchor Cher Calvin will return as 
telethon co-hosts. The first A-list 
entertainers scheduled to appear 

and perform during this year’s 
signature event include the 
“Grace and Frankie” cast (Jane 
Fonda, Lily Tomlin, Martin 
Sheen and Sam Waterston), 
Manila Luzon and Adam Lambert 
on behalf of the Feel Something 
Foundation.  

“LGBTQ people have been 
disproportionally impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and the 
work to build back amid the full 
reopening of California is just 
beginning,” Center CEO Lorri 
Jean said. “The dollars donated 
during our first telethon in 
September were put to use the 
very next day, and we are asking 
for your support again to help the 
most vulnerable people in our 
community. No one was spared 

from the havoc and grief caused 
by the pandemic. While that bat-
tle continues, our community has 
always risen to the occasion to 
meet adversity and crisis with 
hope and compassion. With your 
support, I know that the center 
will be there once again for those 
who need us the most.”  

Lynch, who also served on the 
center’s Board of Directors, 
praised the center’s work.  

“The center is a prime example 
of how an organization takes care 
of its community through any cri-
sis, and that’s why I am more than 
ready to co-host ‘Love in Action’ 
again,” she added. “Let’s go raise 
another million.” 

For information, visit lalgbt-
center.org. 

Victims come forward in WeHo 
From page 1

a residence in Hollywood with a 
strange man she did not recognize. 
Lt. John Adams, with the Special 
Victims Bureau, said the victim 
immediately left the residence, 
which she said was somewhere in 
the 5600 block of Lexington 
Avenue. He added that the victim 
believes she was sexually assaulted 
and authorities are awaiting test 
results. No arrests have been made 
in the case and he declined to pro-
vide any further details because of 
the ongoing investigation. 

“What we learned is the adult 
female victim went to The Abbey 
and had drinks there with friends 
and doesn’t know what happened. 
She doesn’t remember leaving the 
establishment,” Adams said. “The 
detectives are working on it.” 

Adams also said detectives are 
working with the management at 
The Abbey and hope camera 
footage, witness statements and 
other evidence will help them deter-
mine exactly what happened. 

The Abbey’s statement said cam-
eras are located throughout the 
establishment and footage is being 
reviewed. In addition to the sher-
iff’s department investigation, The 
Abbey is conducting an internal 
investigation. 

“We are aware of the current alle-
gations which we take very serious-
ly. We know this is an ongoing issue 
in nightlife and we do everything in 
our power to keep our community 
safe,” the statement read in part. “If 
we had any evidence that one of our 
employees or staff had drugged 
someone, we would terminate them 
immediately and work with law 
enforcement to prosecute them. The 
Abbey is a leader in the LGBTQ+ 
community and we have taken very 
public stands to defend what we 

believe is right.” 
The statement also said The 

Abbey plans to hold people 
accountable if allegations made 
publicly are determined to be 
unfounded or untrue. 

“We will begin filing our own 
defamation lawsuits against people 
who make online claims that are 
contradicted by our security footage 
and investigations by law enforce-
ment,” the statement read in part. 
“It is our job to investigate the 
claim and direct them to law 
enforcement to file a report. We do 
both of those things. We want peo-
ple to have a good time and we 
want people to be safe. We also 
want our guests to be aware of their 
choices, their surroundings and 
their limits.” 

The full statement is available for 
viewing on The Abbey Food and 
Bar’s Facebook account. A repre-
sentative for The Abbey said no fur-
ther information has been released. 

Adams said the sheriff’s depart-
ment has received similar com-
plaints over the years and has 
worked with The Abbey in the past. 
He did not remember any claims 
that had been proven involving 
employees at The Abbey placing 
illegal substances in patron’s 
drinks. He added that nothing has 
been ruled out, including whether 
another patron may have placed 
something in the drinks, and the 
investigation will continue. 

Moulder reiterated the impor-
tance of immediately notifying law 
enforcement authorities. Anyone 
with information is urged to contact 
the West Hollywood Sheriff’s 
Department at (310)855-8850, or 
the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department’s Special Victims Unit 
at (562)946-8531. 

Motion seeks equitable hiring plan
Los Angeles City Councilmen 

Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, and 
Paul Krekorian, 2nd District, on 
Aug. 4 co-introduced a motion that 
will create a plan for equitable hir-
ing as the city pursues its renew-
able energy goals mapped out by 
the LA100 study. 

The LA100 study, which was 
completed in March, charts a path 
for the city of Los Angeles to real-
ize its goal of becoming fully pow-
ered by renewable energy sources.  

The motion directs LADWP to 
create a long-term hiring and work-
force plan, coinciding with the 
pathways identified in the LA100 
study, that will ensure equity as 
new jobs are created and the city’s 
clean energy future comes to 
fruition. The plan will include a 
focus on ensuring project labor 

agreements, prevailing wage and 
targeted hiring requirements, and 
an increase in hiring from neigh-
borhoods in environmentally and 
economically disadvantaged com-
munities. 
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Across 
 
1. U.S. Army medal 
4. Grayish 
8. Favorite uncle 
11. Some candy, to a Brit 
13. Hardy to Laurel 
14. Comedian Kaplan 
15. Dream locations 
18. Salad ingredient 
19. Classifies 
20. Programming language 
22. Newcastles perhaps 
23. Tennessee footballer 
27. Rent again 
31. Without self-control 
32. Grab onto 
33. ____ gow poker 
36. Virtual world for some sports fans 
40. Trademarks, abbr. 
41. Got off a horse 
42. Angelic auras 
43. “Ryan’s Hope” actress ___ Kristen 
44. Bob Marley music 
45. Adult-to-be 
48. Frat letter 
50. Knotting technique 
53. Conger catcher 
57. Apparition in spirit 
61. Shed 
62. Resulted 
63. Fool 
64. Peg for Bubba Watson 

65. Dutch cheese 
66. Pixel density, abbr. 
 
Down 
 
1. 601, in old Rome 
2. Unpleasant guy 
3. Shade of black 
4. ___ mode (served with ice cream) 
5. Camera type (abbr.) 
6. Howdy 
7. Slangy assents 
8. “___ bleu!” 
9. Encourages 
10. Dining hall 
12. Animation platform (abbr.) 
13. Flat 
14. Lockup, in Liverpool 
16. President's daughter 
17. Future atty.'s hurdle 
21. Like some socks 
23. Sherman served with him 
24. Officiating Mosque priest 
25. Wine casks 
26. Function 
28. Sprite-like 
29. Crook during a power outage 
30. Expressive rock genre 
33. Friends 
34. Oodles 
35. Rick’s beloved 
37. Pitcher Maglie 
38. Violent struggles 

39. Farm sound 
43. ___ the finish 
45. Chevy truck model 
46. Élève’s place 
47. ___ while 
49. Dickens's Uriah 
50. People in charge, abbr. 
51. M.’s counterpart 
52. Observed 
54. Article written by Proust 
55. City west of Tulsa 

56. Dudley Do-Right's org. 
58. Mobile electronic gadget, briefly 
59. Strange 
60. Dermal opening 
 

Classified Advertising 
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
COMPUTER HARDWARE

DOG WALKER

HELP WANTED

TThehe         Disc     Disc             Doc          Doc  

Computer Problems?   
I CAN HELP! 

     • Troubleshooting   
     • Lessons 
     • Purchase Consultation  
     • Phone Support 

Joel Rothman 
323.240.5112   

TheDiskDoc@mac.com  

UPHOLSTERY WEBSITE DESIGN

  
 

SCREENS • DOORS  
HARDWARE 

SALES & INSTALLATIONS 
7769 SANTA MONICA BL. 
WEST HOLLYWOOD 

(323)248-0840 
www.tashmans.com 

Since 1961 
Family Owned & Operated 

mackeycreativelab.com 
info@mackeycreativelab.com

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER 

• Leash Manner Training 

• Socialization, Structure,  

Exercise 

• Insured, Certified 

AKC Good Citizen Trainer 

323.393.5238 
latty@cooperk-9.com 

Google: Latty Cooper 
as seen on YouTube! 

ALAKAZAM 
UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY 

Commercial & Residential 
Every Style:  

Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers 
Replace Feather Proof Lining 
Broad Selection of Fabrics, 
Draperies & Roman Shades 

HIGHEST QUALITY  
WORKMANSHIP 

Call Rosie for FREE Estimate 
310-491-8409 

West Hollywood 

Affordable 
Prices 

Spices • Blooms 
Baskets 

 
Special Occasion Flowers 

 
Signature Spice 

Coastal Mediterranean 
Blend 

Fiesta Blend 
Steak & Burger Blend 

The Italian One 
Sunday Supper  
emilyjilgco.com 
a lifestyle brand

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

answers on page 22 

Looking for an experienced office assis-
tant to join our team! The Beverly Press 
and Park Labrea News are well-estab-
lished weekly newspapers covering 
hard news for Beverly Hills, West 
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and 
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles. 
Administrative assistant duties include 
letters, emails, filing, light bookkeeping, 
mailing lists/mail merge. General assis-
tant to the publishers. Compensation 
negotiable. Email resume to  
michael@beverlypress.com

Need to publish a  
DBA? 

File with the  
Los Angeles County Clerk 

at lacounty.gov. 
Email your documents to 
karen@beverlypress.com 
We will publish the ad 4X 

and send proof of  
publication to the  
LA County Clerk. 
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