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WeHo Council approves
artful recycling project

B Ferrer design to include LACMA fragments

BY AARON BLEVINS

Pieces of the demolished build-
ings designed by William Pereira at
the Los Angeles County Museum
of Art will likely become art instal-
lations in West Hollywood, after the
City Council approved a $135,300
agreement with artist Cayetano
Ferrer last week.

Ferrer’s “Extraction” will be an
integrated art component for the
Melrose Norwich Gathering Place,

a 1,000-square foot pocket park at
Melrose Avenue and Norwich
Drive, after the council’s 4-1 vote.

Mayor Pro Tempore Lauren
Meister voted against the agree-
ment and echoed concerns
expressed by the West Hollywood
West Residents Association. She
said the association and community
had “made it pretty clear” they were
unhappy with the art.

The president of the association,
See Gathering page 21
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rendering courtesy of the city of West Hollywood
The Melrose Norwich Gathering Space is part of the West Hollywood
Design District Streetscape Master Plan.

m Council approves
additional Christmas
installations

BY AARON BLEVINS

It’s beginning to look a lot like
Christmas in Beverly Hills.

On July 15, the City Council
approved the 2021 holiday décor
for Rodeo Drive. On Tuesday, it
gave the go-ahead for its citywide
displays.

The total cost — $3.4 million —
is already funded through the fis-
cal year 2021-22 budget.
Councilman Lester Friedman
noted that last year’s budget for the
decorations had been significantly
reduced due to the pandemic.

“It’s really nice to see that we’re
coming back full force and invit-
ing people, hopefully, to come
[back] as long as COVID is under
control,” he said.

Of the total cost, more than $1.1
million is for the continuation of
annual décor items. Almost $2
million is for new items or the
replacement of aging decorations.

Approximately $625,000 will
be spent on the Lily Pond and
Beverly Gardens Park. In addition
to an annual décor, which includes

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills
The city of Beverly Hills will replace its Santa and reindeer display
over Wilshire Boulevard after a 20-year run.

a menorah, staff will install
“Glowing Reeds,” an LED-light-
ing display that emerges three to
five feet from the pond surface.
Beverly Hills will host a chore-
ographed audio/light show during
the holiday season. Laura Biery,
the city’s marketing and economic
sustainability manager, said the
shows, which last approximately
10 minutes, will be held at 6:30

and 7:30 p.m., Sunday through
Thursday, and at 6:30, 7:30 and
8:30 p.m. on Fridays and
Saturdays.

She said the $625,000 is an esti-
mate for the first year of use, and
that the display will have an annu-
al cost between $75,000 and
$125,000 throughout its five-year
lifespan.

See Holidays page 21

B Defendant also
found guilty of running
drug den in WeHo

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Ed Buck found quilty in drug
overdose deaths of two men

After four hours of delibera-
tion, a federal jury found West
Hollywood resident and political
activist Ed Buck guilty of nine
felonies on July 27 stemming
from two deaths that occurred as
the result of drug overdoses at his
Laurel Avenue apartment.

The jury also found Buck, 66,
guilty of operating a drug den in
his residence at 1234 N. Laurel
Ave. and luring men to the loca-
tion for sex in exchange for
drugs. In situations known as
“party-and-play,” according to
federal authorities, Buck distrib-
uted methamphetamine, GHB
and other controlled substances
to people, and in some instances,
intravenously injected them with
drugs. The two men who suffered
fatal methamphetamine overdos-

West Hollywood resident Ed Buck was found guilty of operating a
drug den out of his apartment at 1234 N. Laurel Ave.

See Jury page 22
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City considers steps to snuff out wildfire risk

B Beverly Hills fire chief
reviews wildfire report
with city council

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Emphasizing that it’s a matter of
when, not if, a brush fire is going to
occur in the mountainous neighbor-
hoods north of Sunset Boulevard,
the Beverly Hills City Council
reviewed the fire department’s
2021 Wildfire Assessment Report
on July 27 and considered steps that
can be taken to reduce risks.

The council heard from Beverly
Hills Fire Department Chief Greg
Barton and representatives from the
consulting company  Wildfire
Defense Works, that created the
report. It analyzed the propensity of
wildfires and locations where they
may occur in Beverly Hills, as well
as evacuation routes and the ability
to get fire department personnel up
steep mountainous roads. It also
examined the effect of the urban
canopy and how trees contribute to
wildfire risk, and measures that can
be taken to mitigate future wildfire
disasters.

The council commended Barton
and the consulting team for the
comprehensive report and said it

!

photo courtesy of the BHFD
The Beverly Hills Fire Department has agreements in place to bring
resources from other agencies when wildfires occur.

will serve as a guide as future plans
are formulated. Mayor Bob
Waunderlich and Vice Mayor Lili
Bosse said there is an urgency to
address risks and stressed that the
fire department should continue
with measures already underway.

Those measures include having a
full-time inspector assigned to the
neighborhoods north of Sunset
Boulevard who educates residents
and works with them to ensure
brush is cleared. Barton said the

See Assessment page 22
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Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo
West Hollywood City Hall, which was closed during the pandemic, has
reopened for many services.

WeHo City Hall reopens for
services by appointment

After being closed for 16 months
due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
West Hollywood City Hall has
reopened for in-person services by
appointment.

The appointment system will help
limit capacity to safeguard communi-
ty health and protect city staff. Walk-
in services will not be permitted.

Appointments may be scheduled
in advance for in-person meetings
with a staff member from one of
eight city divisions: Building and
Safety, Cashier/Revenue Services,
City Clerk, Code Compliance,
Current and Historic Preservation
Planning, Engineering, Parking, and
Rent Stabilization and Housing.
Social Services Division assistance
details are also available on the
appointments webpage. Some other
divisions will also provide opportuni-
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ties to schedule time-specific
appointments for virtual services to
be conducted by phone or video con-
ference.

Once an appointment is made, the
city’s system will provide a confir-
mation email as well as a text
reminder message prior to the
appointment time. When arriving for
an appointment at City Hall, a confir-
mation email or reminder text must
be shown to gain entry.

In accordance with requirements
and recommendations from the Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health, the California
Department of Public Health and
Cal/OSHA, the city of West
Hollywood requires masks to be
worn at all times at City Hall.
Touchless temperature checks are
also required.

For those who need assistance
with the city’s appointment system,,
call (323)848-6400.

West Hollywood City Hall is
located at 8300 Santa Monica Blvd.
City Hall continues to remain fully
accessible for virtual services, with
transactions available by phone at
(323)848-6400 and by visiting
weho.org.

CALENDAR

KCRW Summer
Nights

KCRW returns to the California
African American Museum for the
2021 Summer Nights kick-off on
Friday, July 30, from 7 to 11 p.m.,
featuring live sets from KCRW DIJs
Aaron Byrd and Novena Carmel, co-
host of Morning Becomes Eclectic.
Enjoy after-hours access to the
museum’s newest  exhibition,
“Sanford Biggers: Codeswitch,” the
first survey of quilt works by the
New York-based interdisciplinary
artist. Nearly 50 pieces that seam-
lessly weave together references to
contemporary art, urban culture and
sacred geometry are included in the
exhibit. The event includes food
trucks, a beer garden and dance
party in the museum’s courtyard.
Admission is free, reservations
requested. 600 State Drive.
eventbrite.com/e/kcrw-summer-
nights-2021-tickets-16099837-
34697aff=Press.

Strictly Elizabeth

Strictly Elizabeth will perform in-per-
son on Friday, July 30, at the Hotel
Café. Strictly Elizabeth will be play-
ing in support of its most recent
release “Contemporary
Construction,” as well as its 2020
release “Shelter in Place” and the
award-winning animated short,
“What Happened to Stephanie?”
Doors open at 7:30 p.m., showtime is
9 p.m. Presale tickets are $10. 1623
Cahuenga Blvd. hotelcafe.com.

Jazz piano concert

Piano Spheres presents six-time
Grammy-nomi-
nated  pianist
Gerald Clayton
in an online
concert on
Saturday, July
31, from 5 to 6
p.m. Clayton
will perform a
program of solo jazz piano works.
Viewing is free.
pianospheres.org/watch.

Book launch

Author and entrepreneur Sarah Birnel
will appear at Cinelounge Outdoors

in Hollywood on Saturday, July 31, at
p.m. to sign her new memoir
“Something Better Brewing: What I
Learned from Prison, Parenthood and
Pouring Coffee.” The book is a story
about how Birnel endured childhood
trauma and an early life of crime, and
later found redemption as a mother
and entrepreneur who founded a suc-
cessful chain of coffee stands with
bikini-clad baristas. 1625 N. Las
Palmas Blvd. arenascreen.com.

‘The Last, Best
Small Town’

Enjoy the world premiere of “The
Last, Best Small _
Town” by L.A.-
based  Latinx
playwright John
Guerra running
from Saturday,
July 31, through
Saturday, Nov.
6, at Will Geer’s
Theatricum Botanicum. Two neigh-
boring families, one Latinx and one
white, live in the town of Fillmore,
the self-proclaimed “Last, Best Small
Town in Southern California.” As the
first decade of the 2Ist century
unfolds, the children of the families
come of age, fall in love and suffer
loss in a world that can no longer
promise them a better life than those
of their parents. Showtimes are gen-
erally at 7:30 p.m.; see schedule for
specific dates and times. 1419 N.
Topanga Canyon Blvd. (310)455-
3723, theatricum.com

‘The Princess
Bride in Concert’

Film lovers won’t want to miss “The
Princess Bride in Concert” on
Saturday, July 31, at 8 p.m. at the
Hollywood Bowl. Experience one of
the most beloved films of all time as
never before, with the Los Angeles
Philharmonic performing a new
orchestral arrangement of composer
Mark Knopfler’s score live-to-picture
in a world premiere. Tickets start at
$35. 2301 N. Highland Ave. holly-
woodbowl.com.

Classical concert

Mount Wilson Observatory
announces the return of Sunday

Afternoon Concerts in the Dome in an
abbreviated season on Sunday, Aug.
1, and Sunday, Sept. 5. Two perfor-
mances will be held on each date at 3
and 5 p.m. under the vaulted dome of
the observatory’s 100-inch telescope.
Artistic Director Cécilia Tsan curates
the series. The Aug. 1 concert
includes works by Franz Schubert, as
well as the world premiere of Eric
Tanguy’s “Le Lys et la Lyre (The Lily
and the Lyre).” On Sept.5, the Lounge
Art Ensemble returns. Led by
Weather Report drummer Peter
Erskine, the jazz trio also features sax-
ophonist Bob Sheppard and bassist
Darek Oles. Tickets are $50. mtwil-
son.edu/concerts.

Rooftop
Cinema Club

Rooftop Cinema Club returns on
Sunday, Aug. 1, with outdoor screen-
ings in downtown Los Angeles, Santa
Monica and El Segundo. Films
scheduled on Aug. 1 include “The
Goonies” and “The Great Gatsby.”
Screenings are held at 888 S. Olive
St., downtown Los Angeles; 1310 E.
Franklin Ave., El Segundo; and 3233
Donald Douglas Loop S, Santa
Monica. See schedule for list of films.
rooftopcinemaclub.com.

‘The Book That
Won’t Close’

“The Book That Won’t Close:
Confessions of a Love Addict, a
new show written, produced and
performed by T.L. Forsberg, will be
held on Thursday, Aug. 5, at 10
p.m., Thursday, Aug. 19, at 5 p.m.,
and Sunday, Aug. 29, at 1:30 p.m. at
the Broadwater Black Box Theater
in Hollywood. “The Book That
Won’t Close” uses music, dance,
video projection, American Sign
Language and spoken word, and
Forsberg also contributes original
rock music compositions. As a deaf
entertainer, her use of speech is con-
troversial, as it contradicts political
orthodoxies within the deaf commu-
nity. The production challenges
hearing and deaf audiences to learn
about the diversity that currently
exists among people who are deaf.
Tickets are $15.99. 6322 Santa
Monica Blvd. hollywood-
fringe.org/projects/6444.

Mayor, council president call for mandatory vaccinations

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
and City Council President Nury
Martinez, 6th District, announced
on July 27 a campaign for mandato-
ry COVID-19 vaccines for city
employees, beginning with a
requirement that workers either sub-
mit proof of vaccination or a weekly
negative test.

That requirement is part of a
broader push to mandate vaccines
for all employees once the federal
Food and Drug Administration
grants full approval to COVID-19
vaccines. It comes as the highly
contagious Delta variant continues
to drive a surge in COVID-19 cases,
hospitalizations and deaths among
the unvaccinated individuals.

“The fourth wave is here, and the
choice for Angelenos couldn’t be
clearer — get vaccinated or get
COVID-19,” Garcetti said. “So
please, visit your doctor’s office, or
a local drug store, or one of our
many free sites and get the vaccine
right now, because it could mean the
difference between life and death
for you or a loved one. This urgent
need means that if you're a city
employee, we’re now going to
require you to either show that

you’re vaccinated or take a weekly
test, and we’re committed to pursu-
ing a full vaccine mandate. I urge
employers across Los Angeles to
follow this example.”

“Angelenos have stayed inside
for over a year to protect themselves
and others. I think it’s safe to say
that we’re getting tired of putting
our lives on hold to protect people
who don’t want to protect them-
selves and get vaccinated,”
Martinez said. “In order for us, as
leaders, to ask Angelenos to get vac-
cinated, we must set an example as
the largest employer in the city of
Los Angeles. This is us doing our
part.”

The new policy will require all
department general managers to
verify and keep track of their
employees’ vaccination status, and
submit reports to the city’s
Personnel  Department. Each
employee will be required to show
proof of full vaccination to their
department’s human resources rep-
resentative. In the absence of proof,
employees must show proof of a
negative COVID-19 test on a week-
ly basis. Discussions are ongoing
with the city’s labor partners about

the specific testing implementation
plan.

The mayor and City Council also
plan to aggressively pursue a vac-
cine mandate for all city workers.

“In the last month or so, the rate
of COVID-19 cases has increased
over twentyfold. Unless we take this
action quickly, we will wind up with
our hospitals flooded with COVID
patients and we’ll be setting new
records for COVID infections per

day,” said Councilman Paul Koretz,
5th District, chairman of the coun-
cil’s  Personnel = Committee.
“Becoming fully vaccinated is the
best protection that people can take
to reduce the risk of infection, ill-
ness and death, especially given the
latest surge of infections due to the
Delta variant. The city of Los
Angeles has a responsibility to
maintain the health of municipal
workers and members of the public
who interact with them.”

For information, visit coron-
avirus.lacity.org/getvaccinated.

Beverly Hills City Council returns
to virtual-only meeting format

The Beverly Hills City Council
on July 22 approved a return to a
virtual-only format for City
Council meetings until further
notice.

The decision was made after a
revised health order was issued by
the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health
requiring face coverings in all
indoor public settings, regardless of
vaccination status. The virtual-only

format will also apply to all city
commission meetings.

The City Council will continue to
monitor the latest data from the Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health. The virtual meetings
can be watched live by visiting bev-
erlyhills.org/live or on BHTYV,
Spectrum Channel 10. To view
agendas and public comment infor-
mation, visit beverlyhills.org/coun-
cilmeetings.
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BH Council prohibits fractional ownership

m City proactively
approves 45-day
moratorium

BY AARON BLEVINS

The possibility of “fractional
ownership” happening in Beverly
Hills wasn’t on the city’s radar until
the One Beverly Hills project was
considered.

However, officials are now “sen-
sitive” to its potential impact on the
city, as the City Council on July 15
passed an urgency ordinance estab-
lishing a 45-day moratorium on frac-
tional ownership, a practice similar
to the timeshare business model.

“The One Beverly Hills project
opened my eyes a little bit to what
could be fractional ownership in
Beverly Hills,” City Attorney Larry
Wiener said. He also referenced a
startup company utilizing the prac-
tice in Northern California.

“That further made me think that
we need [an ordinance] before this
happens in Beverly Hills.”

Ryan Gohlich, the city’s director

of community development, said
fractional ownership refers to the
sale of property to multiple buyers,
who are given the right to use the
property for a certain period of time
that may or may not be proportion-
ate to the amount of property they
own.

Generally, these buyers use their
time for vacations, he said. Whereas
timeshares are usually sold by the
week, fractional ownerships can
have eight to 12 buyers who have a
right to the property, rather than a
license or a right to time, Gohlich
said.

Since the practice uses properties
as short-term rentals, fractional
ownership can lead to a greater
probability of noise, a loss of priva-
cy and community, and potentially a
decline in property value, Gohlich
said. It could also impact future
redevelopment, as well as exacer-
bate the housing crisis by removing
traditional housing units, he said.

“We do know that there are sever-
al companies out in the market that
are currently selling fractional own-
erships in various parts of the state

and country,” Gohlich said. “We’re
not aware of any in Beverly Hills at
this time, but we do know it is a
practice that has gained popularity
in the region.”

Mayor BobWunderlich initiated
the request for staff to look into the
issue. He said he is “increasingly
aware” of groups trying to develop a
fractional ownership market for
buying single family homes and
condos.

“I’m concerned about the impact
that it could have on residential
neighborhoods," Wunderlich said,
adding that the practice raises many
questions, such as whether owners
in these situations would be allowed
to send their children to Beverly
Hills schools.

While One Beverly Hills may
have been the catalyst for the
urgency ordinance, it will not be
affected by it, the mayor said.

“This would be separate from
that,” he added. “This would be
generally for single-family resi-
dences and condominiums in the
city.”

Council members expressed con-

rendering © DBOX for Alagem Capital Group

The One Beverly Hills project will not be impacted by the city’s fractional

ownership moratorium.

cerns that the moratorium was too
broad and could have unintended
consequences.

“Just to give you a flavor, there
are court-ordered distributions of
property in divorce which would
fall within the purview of this,”
Councilman Julian Gold said. “I'm
fine with the ordinance, but I would
like for there to be some process for
some sort of review. ...That’s my
only real hesitation about that.”

Councilman John Mirisch sup-

ported the urgency ordinance. He
said fractional ownership was not
appropriate at One Beverly Hills,
nor is it good for the community.

“It’s almost a syndication in a
way,” Mirisch said.

During the moratorium, staff
members will continue to analyze
the practice’s potential impact on
Beverly Hills and provide updates
to the council.

“m OK with it as a safety
valve,” Gold added.

‘Wellness Wednesdays’ introduced

Beverly Hills Mayor Bob
‘Waunderlich has launched “Wellness
Wednesdays,” a new mayoral initia-
tive that aims to inspire the commu-
nity to get outside and participate in
free exercise and healthy lifestyle
activities, enjoy wholesome foods
from local businesses and incorpo-
rate wellness into their everyday
lives.

“Wellness Wednesdays™ will kick
off at 8 a.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 4,
at Roxbury Park, 471 S. Roxbury
Drive, with Total Body
Conditioning taught by actor Burt
Bulos. The workout is designed to
provide moderate to challenging
exercise using one’s own body
weight for overall conditioning.
Participants are encouraged to bring

a mat, towel and bottled water.

The second “Wellness
Wednesday” — scheduled for 8 a.m.
on Aug. 18 — will offer a pickleball
clinic at La Cienega Tennis Center,
325 La Cienega Blvd. Instructors
will provide basic instruction in this
ideal sport for kids, families, active
adults and seniors. Pickleball is a
racquet sport that combines tennis,
badminton and ping pong.
Equipment will be provided.

“I'm passionate about the well-

being of our community and I hope
‘Wellness Wednesdays’ provides
people with healthy options, both
mentally and physically, that can be
incorporated into their daily rou-
tine,” Wunderlich said. “A variety of
activities and events are planned
from exercise classes and yoga, to
walks and bicycle rides, to medita-
tion and other means of incorporat-
ing wellness into our lives. We are
calling on businesses to be part of
‘Wellness Wednesdays’ by provid-

ing services, such as fitness instruc-
tors, or food items, like healthy
snacks.”

Watch for ongoing classes and
activities for “Wellness
Wednesdays” at alternating loca-
tions around the city. For informa-
tion, visit beverlyhills.org/wellness-
wednesdays. Businesses that would
like to participate or anyone with
questions can call (310)285-1014 or
e-mail wellnesswednesdays@bever-
lyhills.org.
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Firefighters made quick work of extinguishing a blaze in a vacant
storefront on Western Avenue.

Firefighters contain blaze
In unoccupied building

A fire damaged the interior of a
vacant building on Western
Avenue on July 24, and firefight-
ers prevented it from spreading to
surrounding structures. The fire
was reported at approximately 8
pm. in a two-story building at
1839 N. Western Ave., which
once housed a yoga studio with
housing on the second floor. The
building is located just north of an
AIDS Healthcare Foundation
Wellness Center and south of a
now-closed Rite-Aid store at the
corer of Western and Franklin
Avenues.

The building had been boarded,
but windows remained open on

Tuesday and there were signs that
homeless individuals may have
gained entry. The Los Angeles
Fire Department did not release
the cause of the blaze, which
remains under investigation.

LAFD spokeswoman Margaret
Steward said firefighters found
moderate to heavy smoke emanat-
ing from the building upon arrival
and determined it was a “contents
fire,” meaning debris and items
inside the structure were burning
as opposed to the building.
Approximately 40 firefighters
extinguished the blaze in 15 min-
utes. No loss or damage estimate
was provided.

More victims sought after alleged kidnapping

B Suspect arrested in
WeHo after deputies
rescue victim from van

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Investigators with the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station are
seeking additional victims of a male
suspect who was arrested on July
23 at approximately 2 a.m. after
allegedly kidnapping an uncon-
scious woman who he found near
Melrose Avenue and Robertson
Boulevard.

The suspect, Fernando Adrian
Diaz, 50, of Palmdale, was taken
into custody after a citizen flagged
down a patrol car near the intersec-
tion and told deputies that he had
witnessed a man place a woman in
a van and drive away. The deputies
followed and pulled over the van a
short distance away, said Lt. Bill
Moulder, with the West Hollywood

photo courtesy of the LASD
A photograph of the van Diaz was
driving was also released by the
sheriff’s department.

Sheriff’s Station.

“They said somebody had pulled
the victim into a van and [deputies]
quickly got behind him,” Moulder
said. “The guy got out and was
detained. They found the lady
inside the van.”

Moulder did not know how the
victim was rendered unconscious
and declined to comment on
whether she was intoxicated. He
said, however, it illustrates the dan-
ger of losing awareness in public
and cautioned people to always be
careful and conscious of their sur-
roundings. Moulder added that the
suspect has not been linked to any
other crimes, but the department
broadcasted information out of an
abundance of caution.

“Based on the type of situation it
was, we thought it would be good
to put it out there to see if there are
any other victims,” Moulder said. “I
would caution people, especially
when they are alone or it’s late at
night, to call a cab or something. If
it’s a situation where they are con-
cerned about their welfare, call us
and we will come out.”

Moulder said he did not know
why Diaz was in West Hollywood.
Detectives are concerned he may
have been looking for victims in an
area with many bars and restau-
rants.

Diaz was booked at the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station for
kidnapping and was released on
July 24 on $100,000 bail. He is
expected back in court on Nov. 24.

Diaz was described as being

photo courtesy of the LASD
Authorities released a photograph
of the alleged kidnapping suspect
and are asking for additional vic-
tims or anyone with information to
come forward.

Latino, approximately 5-feet-8-
inches tall and 165 pounds. He has
blue eyes and grey hair that was
tinted blue-green. The suspect was
driving a white 1997 Dodge Ram
van with a black top and a bar with
lights on the roof above the wind-
shield.

Detective Cynthia Mejia, the lead
investigator in the case, also cau-
tioned people to be careful when
out at bars and restaurants. She said
the investigation is ongoing and
asked anyone with further informa-
tion to call her at (310)358-4021.

Former Miracle Mile art gallery
trustee indicted for fraud

An art dealer was arrested on July
27 on federal charges accusing him
of embezzling more than $260,000
from the bankruptcy estate of Ace
Gallery, a former Miracle Mile-
based art gallery, while acting as the
estate’s trustee and custodian.

Douglas J. Chrismas, 77, of the
Mid-Wilshire area, surrendered
without incident to FBI special
agents. A federal grand jury indicted
Chrismas on three counts of embez-
zlement against a bankruptcy estate.
Chrismas was released on $50,000
bail. He has pleaded not guilty and is
expected to return for a court hearing
on Sept. 21.

According to the indictment
returned on March 16 and unsealed
on July 27, Chrismas was the presi-
dent and CEO of Art and
Architecture Books of the 21st
Century, which did business as Ace
Gallery, formerly located at 5514
Wilshire Blvd.

In February 2013, Ace Gallery
filed a Chapter 11 bankruptcy peti-
tion in Los Angeles and continued to
operate as a bankruptcy estate with
Chrismas acting as the gallery’s
president, trustee, custodian and
overseer of operations. In that role,
Chrismas also had access to the

gallery’s property. He remained in
control of Ace Gallery until April
2016, when an independent bank-
ruptcy trustee was appointed to run
the bankruptcy estate and Chrismas
was removed as trustee and custodi-
an.

In late March and early April of
2016, Chrismas allegedly embez-
zled approximately $264,595 that
belonged to the Ace Gallery bank-
ruptcy estate, including a $50,000
check that Chrismas signed. That
check was allegedly drawn against
the estate and was paid to a separate
corporation that Chrismas owned
and controlled.

Chrismas also allegedly embez-
zled $100,000 owed to Ace Gallery
by a third party for the purchase of
artwork. Those funds instead were
paid — allegedly at Chrismas’ direc-
tion — to his separate corporation.
The defendant is additionally
accused of embezzling approxi-
mately $114,595 owed to the gallery
by a third party that purchased art-
work, but which he instead had paid
to a creditor of his separate corpora-
tion, according to the indictment.

If convicted on all charges,
Chrismas faces 15 years in federal
prison.

Manager quilty of theft from UCLA

Los Angeles County District
Attorney George Gascon has
announced that a fund manager at
UCLA's history department pleaded
no contest on July 26 to stealing
more than $300,000 from the univer-
sity through fraudulent purchase
orders and travel reimbursements.

Diana Fonseca, 37, pleaded no
contest to six felony counts of grand

theft and admitted to the special alle-
gation of committing aggravated
white-collar crime. She agreed to pay
restitution of $336,000 to UCLA.
On July 26, 2018, officials at the
university’s history department dis-
covered that Fonseca had created
fraudulent purchase orders for elec-
tronic equipment. Sentencing for
Fonseca will occur at a later date.

LAPD officer arrested for allegedly filing false report

A Los Angeles Police
Department officer assigned to
the West Traffic Division has
been arrested on a felony arrest
warrant for filing a false police
report and committing perjury.

The defendant, Alejandro
Castillo, has been relieved of
duties. The Los Angeles Police
Department’s Internal Affairs
Division conducted an investiga-
tion after receiving information
from the Los Angeles City
Attorney’s Office about concerns
that surfaced while prosecutors

were reviewing the officer’s
body-worn camera videos for a
driving under the influence arrest
in October 2019.

Investigators, working in part-
nership with the Justice System
Integrity Division of the Los
Angeles County  District
Attorney’s Office, determined
that the officer’s body-worn
camera footage was inconsistent
with written reports. As a result,
a DUI charge against the defen-
dant was not filed.

“The allegations of an officer

falsifying a police report are
extremely troubling and there
must be accountability,” LAPD
Chief Michel Moore said. “This
department is fully cooperating
with the Los Angeles County
District Attorney’s Office in this
matter.”

Castillo was booked in
Metropolitan Detention Center
and released on his own recog-
nizance, pending further court
proceedings. He was a 13-year
veteran of the Los Angeles Police
Department.
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OUT on Robertson out in West Hollywood

B City’s street closure
pilot program to end
Aug. 2

BY AARON BLEVINS

OUT on Robertson is no more,
as the West Hollywood City
Council voted unanimously on
July 21 to end the controversial
pilot program that closed
Robertson Boulevard south of
Santa Monica Boulevard to vehi-
cles on the weekends.

City officials and opponents
agreed that the pilot program was a
good idea but ill-timed. OUT on
Robertson launched in April, when
businesses were beginning to
return to normalcy and refocus on
their pre-pandemic operations.

Megan Reath, the city’s event
services supervisor, said the pro-
gram was successful in creating
“additional pedestrian space” on
Robertson, and that the street clo-
sure enabled staff to approve two
OUT Zone permit requests for
nearby businesses.

“However, staff did find that a
combination of health officer
orders, state or county permitting
requirements and operational chal-
lenges created barriers to more
widespread business participa-
tion,” she said.

Reath said other “programming
elements” could have been possi-
ble, but businesses outside the
street closure were limited by
county restrictions and other fac-
tors. She said most of the OUT on
Robertson participation came from
nonprofits.

Several speakers called on the
council to cancel the program.
Resident Mel Greenwalt said he
doesn’t see a future in the project,
which only benefitted one busi-
ness, The Abbey.

“This is not something like

CicLAvia, which the city of L.A.
has had success with,” he said.

Resident Jordan David said the
city has failed to “activate the
space” since the pilot program’s
inception. Prior to the soft-launch,
the city towed cars “en masse”
with little to no warning, he said.

“Because of the way it was man-
aged, OUT on Robertson is doing
more harm than good,” David
added.

West Hollywood West Residents
Association Vice President Manny
Rodriguez said the program was
implemented in the wrong location
at the wrong time. He said he did
appreciate the attempt to promote
more walkability in the city.

“But, not on empty, barren
streets and not at the expense of
eliminating a heavily-used public
road that serves residents and visi-
tors well,” Rodriguez added.

Staff members presented the
council with four options: continue
the program for another three
months, continue it as part of the
annually-evaluated “work plan,”
allow live entertainment as part of
the program or conclude it alto-
gether.

Mayor Pro Tempore Lauren
Meister said the program should
end, but the city should also recon-
sider the pilot at a later date.

“I’ve always believed that this
program ... is the type of thing you
do when you have a full house in
terms of businesses on both sides
of the street,” she said.

Councilwoman Sepi Shyne
agreed. She said the council’s
vision, which included outdoor fit-
ness classes, farmers markets and
so on, did not materialize.

“It didn’t end up being that, but
the intent was good,” Shyne
added.

Mayor Lindsey Horvath said she
is open to exploring other OUT
Zone options in the area.

Beverly Hills denounces Ben & Jerry’s

The Beverly Hills City Council
has unanimously condemned last
week’s decision by Ben & Jerry’s to
stop selling its ice cream products
in the West Bank and East
Jerusalem.

“The actions of this company are
antithetical to the values that we
hold dear in Beverly Hills,” Mayor
Bob Wunderlich said. “This City

Council has always conveyed an
ongoing commitment to Israel and
exposing hatred anywhere it
exists.”

At a meeting on July 22, all
members of the City Council
expressed their deep disappoint-
ment with the company and reaf-
firmed their concern about the rise
of anti-Semitism.

Notable Quotes

“To me, we must learn to spell the word RESPECT. We must respect
the rights and properties of our fellow man. And then learn to play the
game of life, as well as the game of athletics, according to the rules of
society. If you can take that and put it into practice in the community
in which you live, then to me you have won the greatest champi-

onship.”

Jesse Owens
1913-1980

As we celebrate the 2021 Summer Olympics in Tokyo, let’s remem-
ber Jesse Owens, an American track and field athlete who won four
gold medals at the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin, Germany. He has
been considered to be the greatest and most widely known track and

field athlete in history.

+

*Source GoodReads.com

“This is a great example of try-
ing something new and seeing if it
worked,” she said. “While I don’t
think it actually created all the
problems that were feared, I do
think that giving it another think is
the right way to go.”

Councilman John D’Amico
asked the council to consider end-
ing the program on Aug. 2 so that
The Abbey could have a couple of
weeks to adjust and consider alter-
natives. The council agreed.

“I don’t disagree that it’s very
much been focused on one busi-
ness, but that one business brings a
lot of business into the city,”
D’ Amico said.

photo by Edwin Folven
The city council opted to discontinue the pilot program on Robertson
Boulevard due to a lack of participation, among other things.
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LADOT bike lane installation moving ahead

B Neighborhood groups
support South San
Vicente project

BY MICHAEL JOE

A plan to install protected bicycle
lanes on South San Vicente
Boulevard between La Brea and
Fairfax avenues, a part of Los
Angeles’ efforts to balance the
needs of all road users, is moving
ahead with construction anticipated
to begin in late 2021 or early 2022,
the city’s transportation department
said.

Automobile traffic lanes in each
direction will be reduced from three
lanes to two. Street parking will be
moved several feet off the curb, so
that parked cars protect the bike
lanes along the major east-west
thoroughfare that connects multiple
neighborhoods and commercial cor-
ridors.

“At this time, LADOT is collect-
ing data and feedback from the
community and beginning the pro-
ject’s initial design process. The
project’s construction timeline is
still to be determined based on the
Streets LA resurfacing schedule,
which has been adjusted over the
past year to accommodate pandem-
ic regulations,” LADOT spokesper-
son Colin Sweeney said.

“Due to this fluctuating schedule,
the project’s final construction time-
line is to be determined. Pending
community input, construction is
anticipated to begin in late 2021 or
early 2022,” he added.

San Vicente Boulevard is due for

resurfacing between Olympic
Boulevard and La Brea Avenue, and
LADOT plans to utilize this oppor-
tunity to make safety upgrades and
expand the bicycle network on the
street, Sweeney added.

The 1.3-mile stretch of curbside
bike lanes has drawn support from
neighborhood groups and residents.
The lanes are a small piece of the
city’s Mobility 2035 plan adopted
by the City Council in 2015 in
response to a 2008 state law requir-
ing local jurisdictions to plan for “a
balanced, multimodal transportation
network that meets the needs of all
users of streets, roads and high-
ways.”

Bike lane advocates say vehicle
traffic will be impacted but not sig-
nificantly. They point to LADOT
traffic statistics that show that fewer
cars move east and west on San
Vicente Boulevard during rush
hours than on Pico Boulevard,
another east-west thoroughfare used
by area residents and commuters
that has two-lanes in each direction.

Advocates also tout the safety
benefit of reducing the likelihood of
speeding cars, and pushing noise
and vehicle exhaust pollution away
from residents using the sidewalk.

Michael Schneider, who chairs
the transportation and safety com-
mittee of the Mid City West
Community Council, said he began
rallying community support for the
bike lanes last year.

After the city launched an initia-
tive in April 2020 to accelerate
repaving and repair of major streets
to take advantage of reduced traffic
due to the city’s stay-at-home order,

Schneider, who is also a member of
the steering committee of the non-
profit advocacy group Streets For
All, saw an opportunity to imple-
ment an aspect of the city’s mobili-
ty plan as streets were being
repaved.

“San Vicente is a very interesting
street,” Schneider said. “It is unusu-
al because it goes through a mostly
residential area, and it has an extra
lane compared to the La Brea,
Fairfax, Wilshire and Pico. So,
you've got a residential street,
you’ve got one extra lane, you have
a protected bike lane on a mobility
plan, and you had the city about to
repave it.”

Half of the bike lane project is
located within the jurisdiction of
the Mid City West Community
Council, and Schneider said he was
able to win unanimous support
from the council in June 2020.
Other neighborhood groups such as
the Carthay Square Neighborhood
Association, Faircrest Heights
Neighborhood Association and
Sycamore Square Neighborhood
Association also threw their sup-
port behind the project with similar
resolutions.

The other half of the project is
located  within  the  Pico
Neighborhood Council, on the
southern side of San Vicente
Boulevard, and Schneider said the
project eventually won support
from the Pico council’s land use
committee.

Meg McComb, interim chair of
the Wilshire Vista Neighborhood
Association, said her neighborhood
association did not pass a resolution

photo by Michael Villalpando

New bike lanes will be created on San Vicente Boulevard after the street
is resurfaced between Olympic Boulevard and La Brea Avenue.

in support of the project. She said
that is because the association’s
leadership did not feel it could
speak for the approximately 1,700
households in the neighborhood
south of San Vicente Boulevard.
“Our purpose is to be nothing more
than a conduit of information,”
McComb said.

But an online survey of Wilshire
Vista residents last fall found that of
142 respondents, about 73% sup-
ported the project. Those who
opposed the project cited increased
congestion due to the reduction to
two lanes in each direction.

“I can only tell you what we got
from that survey,” McComb said.
“And it looks like, because it is a
family-oriented community — we
have a lot of single family
dwellings, a lot of families with
kids and a lot of dog walkers — they

would prefer, I believe, that we
have a slowing of the street. It
makes sense. Because San Vicente
is a very speedy street.

“And so I think that just about
everybody ... would say ‘let's slow
the street down a little bit,” so that
we have a calming effect by having
fewer lanes, and a designated bike
lane for people, as well as people
on rollerblades and skateboards. I
think that's common sense and
common safety,” McComb said.

LADOT is encouraging anyone
who would like to learn more about
the project to view the recorded
online workshop from March 2021.
The department is still taking pro-
ject feedback via its “Feedback
Map” and project feedback portals,
and by visiting
ladotlivablestreets.org/projects/san-
vicente.
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Brightman to lead Ebell of L.A.

The Ebell of Los Angeles has
named nonprofit and cultural arts
leader Dr. Stacy Brightman as its
first-ever executive director.

In her new role, she will
advance the educational and cul-
tural growth of the organization.
With the Ebell's Board of
Directors, she will lead the con-
servation and  community
engagement with the Ebell's his-
toric 75,000 square foot campus
on Wilshire Boulevard, which
encompasses the clubhouse,
grounds, fine art and archival
collections, and the 1200-seat
Broadway-style Wilshire Ebell
Theatre.

“l am honored and excited
beyond words to collaborate with

Dr. Brightman

our brilliant board and member-
ship to advance the mission of
the Ebell of L.A.,” Brightman
said. “More than ever, women
need to lift each other up. The
Ebell of L.A. has been at the
heart of advancing culture, edu-
cation and equity for more than
125 years. Our history is a man-
date and prologue for what more
we will accomplish together."

Prior to accepting her new
position, she served as vice pres-
ident of LA Opera Connects,
where she led four county-wide
festivals: Ring Festival/LA,
Britten 100/LA, Figaro Unbound
and Eurydice Found. She man-
aged the LA Opera’s acclaimed
education and community pro-
grams, which served more than
220,000 students, family and
members annually.

With an extensive network in

L.A. built through partnerships
in all areas of education and phil-
anthropy, Brightman increased
the number of constituents
served annually from 29,000 to
more than 200,000. She started
her career in live theatre as the
associate  director at the
Shakespeare Festival/LA where
she served as associate director at
Theater L.A.

The Ebell of Los Angeles, an
arts and education philanthropy
founded by women, for women,
in 1894, is the city’s longest-run-
ning philanthropic women’s
club. Created for education, art
and equality during a time of less
opportunity, the Ebell remains
strong with more than 600 mem-
bers.

For information,
ebellofla.com.

visit

Keep pets safe during high heat

Keep pets safe during high heat

The City of West Hollywood has
issued a reminder to human care-
givers of canine companions and
feline friends that high-heat days
can be extremely dangerous for
four-legged family members.

Pets are particularly vulnerable to
high-heat conditions. Pets can suf-
fer major heat-related illnesses and
can die when left unattended in
parked vehicles. On a 78-degree
day, the temperature inside a parked
vehicle can soar to 120 degrees in
just minutes. On a 90-degree day,
the interior temperature can reach
as high as 160 degrees in less than
10 minutes, even with windows
cracked open.

State law makes it illegal to leave
a pet in dangerous or potentially
dangerous conditions. Specifically,
it is illegal to leave an animal in the

car in any circumstance “that could
reasonably be expected to cause
suffering, disability or death to the
animal.” If you see a pet left in a
parked car, immediately call the
West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station
at (310)855-8850.

In 2016, the State of California
approved AB 797, which protects
citizens who break a car window to
save a trapped animal from dying in
a hot vehicle if there is no other
way to rescue an animal locked
inside. This is an extreme action of
last resort; anyone who breaks a
window must wait for authorities to
arrive and it must be clear that the
animal was in imminent danger to
avoid civil and criminal responsi-
bility. Calling the Sheriff’s Station
is the best first-step.

Summer heat is also extremely
hazardous for pet paws. Ground

temperatures can be much hotter
than the surrounding air, and pave-
ment and sidewalks absorb heat
quickly. For example, when the air
temperature reaches 77 degrees,
asphalt temperature can reach 125
degrees; when the air temperature
reaches 95 degrees, asphalt can
reach 149 degrees.

A simple seven-second test to
check whether pavement is too hot
can help assess if conditions are too
hot to take a furry friend out for a
walk. Touch the pavement with the
back of your hand for seven sec-
onds. If the surface is too hot to
hold for the full seven seconds, then
it is also too hot for paws. Avoid
concrete, brick and asphalt during
the heat of the day, and instead
walk when the ground is cooler,
early in the morning or late in the

evening.

For more information about
high-heat pet safety, visit
weho.org/publicsafety.

CicLAvia-Wilmington is upcoming

CicLAvia is returning to the
streets of Los Angeles, as represen-
tatives have announced plans for
three full-scale open streets events
in 2021.

Kicking off on Sunday, Aug. 15,
the first event will be CicLAvia-
Wilmington, where participants
will enjoy biking, skating, walking
and community activities. On Oct.
10, CicLAvia will celebrate its 11th
anniversary with a fan-favorite
route through downtown for
CicLAvia—Heart of LA. The third
event on Dec. 5 will be CicLAvia-
South LA.

By turning public streets into
public parks for a day, many

Angelenos credit CicLAvia with
illustrating how accessible neigh-
borhoods can be to visitors and to
their own residents, as more people
can safely travel, commute and
reconnect via active transportation.

“We are thrilled to share this
news with Los Angeles,” said
Romel Pascual, CiclLAvia’s execu-
tive director. “Our mission pro-
motes positivity and safety, and we
hope to help instill social confi-
dence and restore comfort to the
community.”

After CicLAvia had to cancel
five events in 2020, the nonprofit
shifted its focus to conducting out-
reach to inform and facilitate small

mom-and-pop restaurants maxi-
mize their use of outdoor dining via
the City of LA’s L.A. Al Fresco
Dining program. It also champi-
oned safe biking, as well as pedes-
trian and people-powered activities,
encouraging people to safely get
out in their neighborhoods for exer-
cise, fresh air and respite from
being confined to home.

“The return of CicLAvia is a
bright light as we slowly recover
together as a city," LADOT
General Manager Seleta Reynolds
said. "Our streets and public spaces
should be places of joy and connec-
tion for communities. There is no
event like CicLAvia to make that
real for Angelenos.”

For information,
ciclavia.org.

visit
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Join Mayor Bob Wunderlich for "Wellness Wednesdays,'
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L.A. City Targets
Hillside Neighborhoods

Join outraged neighbors to fight the
Ridgeline Protection Ordinance

Is your home on the hit list?! Go to:

HillsideNeighborhoodsUnited.org
1000s of homes will become non-conforming
Most won't be able to rebuild after a fire or earthquake
Property values will plummet
You must submit objections or comments to the city by

August 2", 2021
Act Now!


https://www.hillsideneighborsunited.org
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Improvements made to
iconic Beverly Hills sign

photo by Edwin Folven
The city of Beverly Hills is repainting its iconic Beverly Hills sign at
the Lily Pond in Beverly Gardens Park through Friday, July 30. Work
hours are from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Specialty painters will be using lad-
ders and scaffolding to complete the work. For information and ques-
tions, call the city’s Public Works Customer Service line at (310)285-
2467.

Federal funds support efforts
to get more people vaccinated

As part of its response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Biden
administration is providing $121
million to support community-based
efforts to increase vaccinations in
underserved communities.

These awards will go to commu-
nity-based organizations across the
country that are working in commu-
nities to build vaccine confidence,
share factual information about vac-
cines and answer questions about
getting vaccinated. The investment
is part of the administration’s com-
mitment to support and empower
local trusted voices within commu-
nities to help encourage vaccination,
protect more people and save lives.
The funding was made available by
the American Rescue Plan and is
being distributed by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human

Services through the Health
Resources and Services
Administration.

Organizations in Los Angeles
receiving funding include the
Shared Harvest Foundation, 925 N.
La Brea Ave., Ste. 5059; the
Realistic Education In Action
Coalition To Foster Health, 1400 E.
Olympic Blvd., Ste. 240; the
Southside Coalition Of Community
Health Centers, 1400 S. Grand Ave.,
Ste. 711; St. John’s Well Child And
Family Center, 808 W. 58th St.; and
White Memorial Medical Center,
1720 E. Cesar Chavez Ave.

These awards, in addition to $125
million awarded in June, establish,
expand and sustain community
efforts to mobilize outreach and
health workers, patient navigators,
social support specialists and others
to increase vaccinations.

Award recipients will engage with
regional and local partners, includ-
ing faith-based organizations,
regional and local health depart-
ments, health centers and other com-
munity-based health providers, to
reach underserved and high-risk
communities to help bolster
COVID-19 vaccination rates. For
example, the funding will be used to
support partnerships between acade-
mic and community-based organiza-
tions like churches and local fire
departments to improve COVID-19
health literacy and vaccination rates.
Also, funding will support Black,
Latino and tribal partnerships that
provide clergy, churchgoers, adoles-
cents and others with trusted infor-
mation about vaccines. Their staff
will work within their communities
to get more people vaccinated.

“This community-based COVID-
19 vaccine outreach program will
make it possible to reach people in
vulnerable and medically under-
served communities and help reduce
disparities in COVID-19 vaccina-
tion rates,” Acting HRSA
Administrator Diana Espinosa said.

For information, visit hrsa.gov.

Vaccine clinic replaces National
Night Out event in Melrose area

In response to a current increase
in cases of COVID-19, the Melrose
Action Neighborhood Watch and
Los Angeles City Councilman Paul
Koretz, 5th District, will hold a vac-
cination clinic on Tuesday, Aug. 3,
from 4 to 8 p.m. at Poinsettia Park.

The vaccination clinic will be
held in lieu of the traditional
National Night Out Against Crime
event usually held annually at
Poinsettia Park.

Melrose Action Neighborhood
Watch is partnering with Cedars-
Sinai Medical Center to host the
clinic. The goal is to administer vac-
cines to at least 200 people. First

doses of the Pfizer vaccine or single
doses of the Johnson & Johnson
will be available. A follow-up vacci-
nation clinic for a second dose of
the Pfizer shot, and another Johnson
& Johnson single dose option, will
be held at the park on Tuesday Aug.
24.

The vaccine clinic will be held on
Poinsettia Park’s south lawn, 7371
Willoughby Ave. Health profession-
als will be on site to answer ques-
tions. Walk-ups are welcome and
encouraged. Reservations can also
be made by visiting myturn.ca.gov.

For information, visit melroseac-
tion.org.

County libraries offer COVID-19 vaccinations

The Los Angeles County Library
system is partnering with the Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health to offer COVID-19
vaccine clinics for everyone 12 and
over at community libraries through
Aug. 4. The vaccines are free and no
appointment or insurance is
required.

According to the L.A. County
Department of Public Health, there
have been 1.27 million confirmed
cases of COVID-19 in the county,
leading to over 24,000 reported
deaths. Because COVID-19 is high-
ly contagious, vaccinations not only
help protect those receiving a shot,

they reduce risk to family, co-work-
ers and others who come in close
contact. The COVID-19 vaccine is
the best way to reduce the risk of
becoming seriously ill from
COVID-19, and reduce strain on
healthcare systems.

COVID-19 vaccination sites host-
ed by L.A. County Library will offer
the first dose of the Pfizer vaccine.
Follow-up appointments for the sec-
ond dose will be scheduled three
weeks after the initial dose.

“During these uncertain times, the
well-being of our customers is
always on our minds,” L.A. County
Library Director Skye Patrick said.

“Working with [the department of]
Public Health to make COVID-19
vaccines available allows us to pro-
vide a valuable resource to help L.A.
County residents protect themselves
and their families.”

“Partnering with trusted commu-
nity spaces such as our L.A. County
Libraries will provide residents with
a safe, familiar place to receive the
vaccine, including residents living in
our hardest-hit communities,” Los
Angeles County Director of Public
Health Barbara Ferrer added.

For information and a list of dates,
times and library locations, visit
lacountylibrary.org/covid-vaccine.
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Rail service suspension needed
for work on Regional Connector

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority will temporarily sus-
pend rail service between the
Seventh Street/Metro Center and
Pico stations for 10 weekends
beginning on July 30 to connect
the Blue and Expo lines to the
Regional Connector.

Work to connect the rail lines
has been scheduled to begin at 9
p-m. on Fridays and conclude at
the end of service on Sundays.
Metro will provide bus line 859 as
a free shuttle for a direct connec-
tion between stations while the
line is out of service.

Shuttle buses will run every 10
minutes from 5 to 10 a.m. and 8 to
9:30 p.m., and every six minutes
from 9 am. to 8 p.m. From 9:30
p-m.to 5 a.m., the shuttles will run
every 20 minutes.

The Red and Purple lines will
not be affected and will operate on

regular schedules.

The Regional Connector
Transit Project is a 1.9-mile
underground light-rail extension
that will connect the Blue, Expo
and Gold lines in downtown Los
Angeles and will include three
new stations at First Street/Central
Avenue, Second Street/Broadway
and Second Place/Hope Street.
The rail line is expected to serve
88,000 riders daily — including
17000 new riders — and save
commuters up to 20 minutes by
reducing the need to transfer
while riding through downtown
L.A. The Regional Connector is
expected to open in late 2022.

Metro ambassadors will be
available at Seventh St/Metro
Center Station and other affected
stations to assist customers during
service suspension. For informa-
tion, call (323)GOMETRO, or
metro.net.

Governor signs law extending
medical coverage to immigrants

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed leg-
islation on July 27 making
California the first state in the nation
to expand full-scope Medi-Cal eli-
gibility to low income adults 50 or
older, regardless of immigration sta-
tus. Newsom said it was a major
milestone in the state’s progress
toward universal health coverage.

The health care trailer bill, AB
133, makes changes toward imple-
menting a more equitable and pre-
vention-focused approach to health
care through expanded behavioral
health initiatives supporting youth
and people with severe behavioral
health  challenges, including
unhoused individuals. It also
extends Medi-Cal eligibility for
individuals who have recently given
birth, supports continued telehealth
programs and advances the state’s
CalAIM initiative.

“We’re investing California’s his-
toric surplus to accomplish transfor-
mative changes we’ve long
dreamed of, including this historic
Medi-Cal expansion to ensure thou-
sands of older undocumented
Californians, many of whom have
been serving on the front lines of the
pandemic, can access critical health
care services,” Newsom said. “I
thank the Legislature for its stead-
fast partnership to bring California
closer to universal health care cov-
erage and advance comprehensive
initiatives to ensure California’s

communities come back from the
pandemic stronger and healthier
than before.”

Under Assembly Bill 133,
approximately 235,000 Californians
ages 50 and older are now eligible
for Medi-Cal, including preventive
services, long-term care and in-
home supportive services. In 2019,
California became the first state to
extend Medi-Cal coverage to all eli-
gible undocumented young adults
up to the age of 26. AB 133 also
extends the Medi-Cal postpartum
care period from 60 days to 12
months without requiring a mental
health diagnosis, including for eligi-
ble undocumented Californians.

Newsom also highlighted the
state’s multi-pronged strategy to
reach communities with low vacci-
nation rates and first-in-the-nation
measures to require all state workers
and workers in health care and high-
risk congregate settings to either
show proof of full vaccination or be
tested at least once per week. Local
governments and businesses are
encouraged to adopt similar mea-
sures amid the growing threat of the
Delta variant.

Newsom added that AB 133
implements an important compo-
nent of the California Comeback
Plan’s $12 billion homelessness
package.

For information, visit leginfo.leg-
islature.ca.gov.

Letters to the Editor

WeHo hotel ordinance
sparks differing
opinions

Re “West Hollywood
approves hotel ordinance,” July
22 issue

Much thanks to  West
Hollywood = Chamber  of
Commerce President and CEO
Genevieve Morrill for having —
even if unsuccessfully — attempt-
ed to save us from incipient com-

munism.

And shame on those hotel
workers who will now get a fair
shake. Who do they think they
are? Give them bus passes to
where they can barely afford to
live and pile on irregular shifts
cleaning up after abusive WeHo
tourists looking for sex?
Disgraceful.

Morrill and her ilk need to join
the masses, put on their scrubs
and report to work.

Ty Geltmaker
West Hollywood

Subway work prompts upcoming closures

Learn about the latest updates on
Metro’s Purple Line Extension
subway project during a webinar
on Wednesday, Aug. 4, at noon, via
Zoom. Information will be provid-
ed on all three sections of the pro-
ject. To join the webinar, visit
zoom.us/j/96626476708.

Metro has announced that work
on the Purple Line Extension sub-
way project will necessitate full
closures of the southbound on and
off ramps of the San Diego (405)
Freeway at Wilshire Boulevard
from 10 p.m. on Thursday, July 29,
through 5 a.m. on 5 a.m. on Friday,
July 30.

The closures are necessary for
pile installation for the future
Westwood/VA subway station.
Work also continues on the third
section of the Purple Line
Extension.

At UCLA’s Lot 36, utility work
has been extended an extra six days
through Aug. 6. The construction
involved removing a utility culvert
to prepare for piling at the site.
Work hours are 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
9 p.m.to 6 am.

Subway station excavation con-
tinues for the Century
City/Constellation station through
the first quarter of 2022. The
underground work will take place
24 hours, Monday through Friday.
Traffic lane closures are currently
in place to facilitate excavation,
hauling and material deliveries.
Eastbound and westbound vehicle
access on Constellation Boulevard
is being maintained between
Century Park West and Century
Park East, and all driveways are
accessible.

At Wilshire/Rodeo, station con-
struction is ongoing and increased
deliveries of concrete and other
materials are expected.

Crews are also installing geot-
echnical instruments along the tun-
nel alignment and around the sta-
tion box area to monitor ground
movement, settlement and other
geological impacts. Instrument
installation continues along the
public right-of-way as well as on
private properties.

Crews will closely coordinate
installation with private property
owners. Work hours are 7 a.m. to 4
p. m., Monday through Friday on
Wilshire Boulevard, and 8 a.m.to 6
p.m., Monday through Friday on
residential streets.

Installations may occur along
Wilshire Boulevard from Linden
Drive to La Cienega Boulevard and
on adjacent streets in Beverly Hills
including Young, Lasky, Moreno,
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Crews are completing work on the Purple Line Subway project near

Wilshire/Fairfax.

Spalding, Linden, Swall, Wetherly,
Oakhurst, Bedford, Canon,
Beverly and Doheny drives, as well
as Charleville and Robertson
boulevards and Brighton Way. The
work may require intermittent clo-
sures of traffic lanes, alleys, side-
walks, crosswalks and bus stops, as
well as the removal of parking
meters.

Work also continues at the
Wilshire/La Cienega station, where
underground station construction
and tunneling machine removal is
occurring. Concrete and material
deliveries to the La Cienega
Station are expected to continue.
Street closures and lane reduction
will be necessary in the area.

Lanes may also be closed on
Wilshire Boulevard farther east
near Wilshire/Fairfax. Station con-
struction is ongoing underground
and at street level, and in a staging
yard near Wilshire Boulevard and
Ogden Drive.

Work is also occurring near
Wilshire/La Brea. Intermittent lane
closures may also be in place on
Wilshire Boulevard from Detroit
Street to Wilshire/Western.

For questions and concerns
about the Purple Line Extension
subway project, call the 24-hour
project hotline at (213)922-6934,
email the project team at purpleli-
neext@metro.net, or visit
metro.net.

Los Angeles Police Commission
elects Briggs as new president

The Los Angeles Police
Commission unanimously elected
William J. Briggs II on July 27 to
serve as the commission’s new
president, and Eileen Decker as
vice president.

The five-member commission is
comprised of Briggs, Decker, Dale
Bonner, Maria “Lou” Calanche and
Steve Soboroff.

“T am honored to serve my city in
leading the police commission as
president and working with my col-
leagues to continue building upon
the successes led by my predeces-
sor,” Briggs said. “The city faces
many complex challenges and I am
eager to work towards the expan-
sion, development and reinforce-

ment of our public safety efforts.”

“I am committed to continuing to
build partnerships with diverse
communities we serve to improve
the safety of our neighborhoods,”
added Decker, the commission’s
immediate past president. “It is
important we continue focusing on
building trust. I look forward to
working with Commissioner
Briggs towards a shared vision for
public safety in Los Angeles.”

The president to the Board of
Police Commissioners will serve
for a year, and may be elected for
an additional year, for a maximum
of two years.

For information, call the Police
Commission at (213)236-1400.

SHOULD I
SEEK HELP
WITH MY
ESTATE
PLANNING?

is possible to prepare one’s
I:wm estale plan using do-it-
yoursedf software or fill-in-the-
blank forms. It is unlikely, howey
er, that these methods wall reselt in
i suitable solution that sccom.
plishes all of your objectives. Itis
senerally advissble to consult
with a qualified attorney who can
interpret the various laws dealing
with property nights, taxes, wlls,
trusts und probate

I you choose not 1o seek the
pssastance of an attomey, carefully
review onganizations or business-
es which offer assistasce n the
area of estate planning without the
use of practicing attormeys Just s
chiest satsfaction with particular
attomeys may vaey, 5o oo will the
satisfaction experienced by those
inchviduals using noo-dawyers
ussist them in dealing with estate
plimring issues, Always use com-
mon sense. It will mast often be
your best guide.

If you decide % consult with an
estiie plaming aomey, you can
save tme and money by prepenng
thoroughly for your meeting. You
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your assets, liahilities, dsposition
deswres and other objectives as well
is zather impotamt documents
suich as prioe witls or trusts, powers
of atomey, life insurmmce policies,
cmployment benefits and othver
rekated documents and information

KRAMER

LAW GROUP
Stephen W, Kramer
S858 Wilshire Bivd.,
Suite 205
Los Angeles, CA 90036
(323)964-7100



http://kramerlaw.biz

12 July 29, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

RESTAURANT NEWS

by Jill Weinlein

Birdie G’s Fried
Chicken

he “Fried Pickle Chick” is back

until July 29. Birdie is offering
a Birdie’s Dozen of organic half
fried chickens for on-site dining
only. They are gluten free and dairy
free, and are brined and coated in
rice flour, organic potato flakes,
dusted in dehydrated dill pickle
powder and served with pickle
brine hot sauce. Indoor and outdoor
dining is available and reservations
are encouraged. Enjoy with
Champagne or one of Birdie G’s
cocktails. 2421 Michigan Ave.,
(310)310-3616.

Wood & Vine Chef’s
Market Menu

his week’s Chef’s Market
Menu features Mediterranean
fish and farm grown tomatoes.
Enjoy a signature cocktail with an

heirloom tomato, arugula, moz-
zarella and balsamic salad. The
main entrée is a sautéed Loup der
Mer over tomato risotto with truffle
oil and parmesan. Finish with a
choice of dessert for $80 per cou-
ple. This week the restaurant is also
offering a burger and brew special.
Chef Roberto makes his own burg-
er patty using short rib, chuck and a
brisket blend and then tops it with
lettuce, tomato, onion, cheddar
cheese and Thousand Island dress-
ing in-between a brioche bun. It’s
served with fries and a choice of
beer for $16. 6280 Hollywood
Blvd., (323)334-3360.

New Pastrami
HiHo sandwich

he new Pastrami HiHo is now
available at HiHo
Cheeseburger in Miracle Mile,
Santa Monica and the new location
in Marina del Rey. HiHo
Cheeseburger restaurant exclusive-

ly serves 100% grass-fed Wagyu
beef from a cooperative made up of
61 farmers in New Zealand. It’s
sustainably raised, certified humane
and both antibiotic and GMO free.
HiHo’s beef is lower in saturated
fat, and higher in heart-healthy
Omega 3s, vitamins and antioxi-
dants. The new 1,350 sq.ft. space in
Marina del Rey was designed by
Marmol Radziner and features red
concrete, exposed wood, and

Douglas fir drop lap wood siding.
Views overlook the boats in the
marina. In addition to cheeseburg-
ers, housemade pickles and hand-
cut fries, the new location also
serves house-made banana cream
pie, key lime pie and cheesecake, as

photo courtesy of HiHo Cheesburger

well as milkshakes from a family
run farm-to-table creamery. The
Vegetarian HiHo is made with a
house-made gluten-free vegan patty
from a blend of grains, legumes,
and spices and can be served on a
bun or lettuce-wrapped. The menu
also includes “The Willie Mae” — a
fried chicken sandwich created in
collaboration with the James Beard
Award winning Willie Mae’s
Scotch House. Hours are Monday
through Friday from 5:30 to 10
p.m. and weekends from 11:30 a.m.
to 10 p.m4625 Admiralty Way,
Suite 109, (424)317-7858. The
Miracle Mile address is 6245
Wilshire Blvd., (323)642-6467 and
1320 2nd St., Ste. B in Santa
Monica (310)469-7250.

Patxi’s Pizza
specials

eekly Patxi’s Pizza special

deals are available now on
Monday through  Wednesday
through September. Enjoy tradi-
tional thin crust pizza and Chicago
style deep dish pizza throughout the
week, however on Mondays, buy
one Piadina “taco style” and get the

second for 50% off. This deal can
be used for both dine in and take
out meals, however it cannot be
combined with any other offers,
discount codes or third party deliv-
ery vendors. Guests must use code
PIAS50. On Takeout Tuesday, guests
can enjoy 20% off takeout orders
using the code TOT21. The offer
can be redeemed for takeout or
when ordering online using code
TOT21. Discount not valid for
dine-in or delivery. Guests can
dine-in and enjoy any bottle of wine
for 50% off on Wednesdays. There
is no promo code needed. 1011 S.
Figueroa St., (213)999-9414.

Daphne’s fresh
Mediterranean

he fast casual concept has

launched limited time salad
plates now through October 4. Both
salads spotlight the freshest ingredi-
ents that summer has to offer, such
as Daphne’s classic strawberry
salad, featuring spring mixed
greens tossed with honey vinai-
grette dressing, topped with can-
died walnuts, feta, freshly sliced
strawberries, and grilled chicken.
It’s served with warm pita and

r v "“I‘-g{‘z"

«d

X

Thoa
FARMERSMIARKET. s

USDA Prime Ribeye Steak Bone-In
$19.98/1b.

Antibiotic free. Humanely raised. Limit 3.

Bulgogi
Chicken Thighs
$4.98]1b.

6333 W. Third St.
323.938.5131

www.marcondas.com

Family Owned in the
Original Farmers Market
for 80 Years

Thante You

FOR SUPPORTING OUR

» | S
SRS

3 FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESSES!

6333 W, THIRD ST, - LOS ANGELES - 323.933.921
ERSMARKETLACOM -MIIU™ IN/FARMERSMARKETLA

y

=8 . - .

SINCE 1938

‘RESTAURANT

Mo Caliny Fe=

SPOUITE FASHION

& BAKERY

. ' -

In the briginal Farmers Market 3rd & Fairfax

(323)933-8446 +(323)933-8447


https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
https://marcondas.com

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

13 July 29, 2021

tzatziki sauce. The protein salmon
kale-quinoa salad offers shredded
kale tossed with quinoa, sweet
lemon tahini dressing, topped with
tomato, cucumber, red onion, red
cabbage, and wild caught Alaskan
salmon. This is also served with
warm pita and tzatziki sauce.
daphnes.biz. 7100 Santa Monica
Blvd., Ste 130, (323)969-8225 and
3573 E. Foothill Blvd., (626)351-
5005.

UOVO opens in
Marina del Rey

he soft opening of UOVO is

this week at the Boardwalk
Marina del Rey at Pier 44. Like its
other locations, UOVO Marina del
Rey provides the same high-quali-
ty, hand-made pasta, just like the
pasta they make every day in Italy.
This new location offers indoor and
outdoor seating and pretty harbor
and waterfront views. Currently
their alcohol license is under
review and cannot be served or
allowed on-premise at this time.
Online ordering is now available
during the soft opening period. The
daily soft opening hours are
Monday through Friday for dinner

from 5:30 to 10 p.m. On the week-
ends, UOVO is open at 11:30 a.m.
to 10 p.m. Other locations include
6245 Wilshire Blvd., (323)642-
6386 and 1320 2nd St., Ste A,
(310)425-0064.

Kazu Nori now open
in Marina del Rey,

ushi Nozawa Group, the Los

Angeles and New York restau-
rant group known for SUG-
ARFISH, KazuNori and Nozawa
Bar, opened KazuNori: The
Original Hand Roll Bar at
Boardwalk Marina del Rey at Pier
44. The new waterfront location is
right off the bike path and over-
looks boats in the marina. Named
after celebrated sushi chef
Kazunori Nozawa, who introduced
the cylindrical-style hand roll to the
United States over 40 years ago,
KazuNori serves the freshest fish in
their hand rolls with specially har-
vested seaweed, house made
sauces, and their signature warm
rice. “Marina del Rey is home to
the first SUGARFISH that opened
in 2008, so for us it’s exciting to
bring KazuNori to our same audi-
ence who has been so great to us

over the years,” co-founder Lele
Massimini said. “We look forward
to seeing our guests enjoying
Nozawa style hand rolls with a
great view of the water.” KazuNori
Marina del Rey is offering delivery
exclusively through Postmates, as
well as pick-up from both
Postmates and KazuNori Mobile.
Hours are Monday through
Thursday 11:30 am. to 11 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday 11:30 a.m. to
midnight and Sunday from 12 p.m.
to 10 p.m. 4635 Admiralty Way
#107, (424)334-1644.

photo courtesy of KazuNori

Rustic Canyon’s
Guest Chef Series

On July 30 and July 31, execu-
tive chef Liwei Liao from The
Joint Eatery in Sherman Oaks is
cooking at Rustic Canyon restau-
rant. He is known for his beautiful,
dry-aged fish — a technique more
commonly found in Japan - gives a
unique tenderness, texture and fla-
vor to the dish. A few of his signa-
ture, dry-aged fish preparations will
be served a la carte, in addition to
their regular dinner menu.
Reservations are through Resy and
are strongly encouraged. 1119
Wilshire Blvd., (310)393-7050.

Panda Express and
Beyond Meat

Panda’s world-famous original
orange chicken is now offered
in a plant-based version. Starting
July 26, Beyond - The Original
Orange Chicken is available at
select Panda Express locations in
L.A. It’s designed to replicate the
signature dish’s iconic taste and
texture. Panda Express is the first

national Asian restaurant concept to
serve Beyond Meat. To find a par-
ticipating location near you, visit
pandaexpress.com/BTOOC. 2011
Westwood Blvd., (310)474-1397.

Masters of Taste
returns to Rose Bowl

he Fifth Annual Masters of

Taste Returns with host Chef
Vanda Asapahu as on the field of
the Pasadena Rose Bowl on
Sunday, April 3, 2022 from 3:00 to
7:00 p.m. Asapahu, the chef and
owner of Ayara Thai Cuisine , has
participated in Masters of Taste
since its inception in 2016. 100% of
the proceeds from Masters of Taste
2022 will directly benefit Union
Station Homeless Services, non-
profit organization committed to
helping men, women and children
experiencing homelessness, rebuild
their lives. In the last four years
Masters of Taste has raised over $2
Million in support of Union
Station’s life-saving programs.
Masters of Taste will offer the finest
fare from over 100 culinary masters
and restaurants and delectable
sweets prepared by L.A.’s top pas-

See Restaurant News page 15
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POLICE BLOTTER

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between

July 11 and July 17. The

information was

compiled from

crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

July 11

A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Doheny and Schuyler at 1:53
a.m.

At 2:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of N. Rodeo.

July 12

At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the
700 block of Rexford.

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 100 block of N. La Cienega
at 2:28 a.m.

At 2:32 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9700 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1200 block of
Lago Vista at 6:29 p.m.

At 9:44 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 400 block of
Rexford.

July 13

At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 200
block of N. Rodeo.

July 14

At 1:52 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported near the corner of
Santa Monica and Wilshire.

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 8900 block of Olympic at
9:20 a.m.

At 2:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 300
block of N. Rodeo.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of N.
Camden at 7 p.m.

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
9900 block of Sunset.

July 15

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 200 block of Gale at
7:15 a.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of N. Crescent.

July 16

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 9300 block of Wilshire at
1:42 a.m.

At 2:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Beverly and Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a

burglary in the 400 block of N.
Bedford at 1:30 p.m.

July 17

At 5:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a commercial theft in

the 300 block of N. Rodeo.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

July 11

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
pickpocketed a victim in the 600
block of N. Robertson. A second
similar theft was reported in the
same area at 1:15 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8700 block of
Shoreham at 2:30 a.m.

At midnight, an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 600
block of N. Robertson.

July 12

At 6:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8400
block of Fountain.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of
Curson and Lexington at 2 p.m.

At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8300 block of Sunset.

July 13

At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8700
block of Rangeley.

July 14

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 8900 block of
Santa Monica at 1:30 a.m.

At 11:47 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 600
block of N. Robertson.

July 15

At 6:18 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1000
block of Edinburgh.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8600 block of
Sunset at 12:30 p.m.

At 2:29 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8900
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 500 block of
Almont at 10 p.m.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
800 block of N. Larrabee.

July 16

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 800 block of West
Knoll at 4:36 a.m.

At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 600
block of N. La Peer.

July 17

At 12:10 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 600
block of N. Robertson.

Editor’s note: Due to technical
difficulties with the crimemapping.
com website, entries for the
LAPD were not available.

Donation boosts spirits at Olympic Division

Heung-sil Lee, CEO of the Korea
Ginseng Corporation’s U.S. opera-
tions, visited the Los Angeles Police
Department’s Olympic police station
on July 12 to thank the more than
300 police officers for their service
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

During his visit, Lee donated
Korea Ginseng Corporation’s new
Koreselect line of ginseng-based
products for health and immune sys-
tem support. KGC has been making
similar donations to organizations in
Los Angeles for the past year.

“We could not be more grateful for
your devotion to our city’s successful
recovery and reopening,” Lee said.
“We want those of you who have
been working under such extraordi-
narily difficult conditions to enjoy
the benefits of Korea’s world-
renowned immunity booster.”

+
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Heung-sil Lee, of the Korea Ginseng Corporation, donated new ginseng
products to the Los Angeles Police Department’s Olympic Division as a

gesture of gratitude.

Man sentenced for exporting military circuits to China

An electrical engineer who
schemed to illegally obtain inte-
grated circuits with military appli-
cations that were exported to China
without the required filing of elec-
tronic export information was sen-
tenced on July 22 to 63 months in
federal prison.

Yi-Chi Shih, 66, who resides in
the Hollywood Hills, was sen-
tenced by United States District
Judge John A. Kronstadt, who also
ordered the defendant to pay
$362,698 in restitution to the IRS
and fined him $300,000.

After a seven-week jury trial that
concluded in July 2019, Shih was
convicted of one count of conspir-
acy to violate the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act
and the Export Administration
Regulations Act. Shih also was
convicted of four counts of mail
fraud, two counts of wire fraud,
one count of conspiracy to gain
unauthorized access to a protected
computer to obtain information,

one count of making false state-
ments to an FBI agent, three counts
of subscribing to a false tax return,
and four counts of making false
statements to the IRS about his for-
eign assets.

Shih defrauded a United States
company that manufactured high-
powered semiconductor chips
known as monolithic microwave
integrated circuits out of its confi-
dential and proprietary business
information, according to trial evi-
dence. As part of the scheme, Shih
accessed the victim company’s web
portal after obtaining access
through an associate who posed as
a domestic customer seeking to
obtain custom-designed circuits to
solely be used in the United States.
Shih concealed his true intent to
export the U.S. company’s products
to the People’s Republic of China.

The company’s semiconductor
chips have commercial and military
applications. Shih was the president
of Chengdu GaStone Technology

Company, a Chinese company that
was building a monolithic
microwave integrated circuit manu-
facturing facility in Chengdu. In
2014, CGTC was placed on the
United States Commerce
Department’s Entity List, according
to court documents, “due to its
involvement in activities contrary
to the national security and foreign
policy interest of the United States
— specifically, that it had been
involved in the illicit procurement
of commodities and items for unau-
thorized military end use in China.”

Shih used a Hollywood Hills-
based company he controlled —
Pullman Lane Productions, LLC —
to funnel funds provided by
Chinese entities to the U.S. compa-
ny manufacturing the monolithic
microwave integrated circuits.
Shih’s associate, Kiet Mai, pleaded
guilty in December 2018 to one
felony count of smuggling and was
sentenced to 18 months’ probation
and fined $5,000.

Defendant used fake modeling agency for trafficking

A defendant pleaded guilty on
July 19 to a federal sex trafficking
charge, admitting that he lured two
victims — both of whom were 19 at
the time — from Canada with
promises of promoting their model-
ing careers, but instead used fraud
and coercion to force the victims
into engaging in commercial sex
acts.

Jerome Terry IJr., 45, pleaded
guilty to one count of conspiracy to
engage in sex trafficking. As part of
the plea, Terry and federal prosecu-

tors have agreed to a prison sen-
tence of between seven and 15
years, to be later determined by a
judge.

Terry admitted in court that he
and two co-conspirators set up a
purported modeling management
company called
CanadianGirlzRock to lure aspiring
models to Los Angeles. After seeing
photographs of the two victims on
social media, Terry contacted them
and coerced them to travel to Los
Angeles in 2014, federal authorities

said. The defendant used fraud and
coercion to force the victims to
engage in commercial sex acts.

Terry has been in federal custody
since 2019. United States District
Judge Otis D. Wright II scheduled a
sentencing hearing on Oct. 25.

Two unnamed co-conspirators
originally charged with Terry in the
case have cooperated with authori-
ties. The case was investigated by
Homeland Security Investigations,
with assistance from the Los
Angeles Police Department.

Bill on allowing family visits in prison advances

Assembly Bill 990, which aims
to keep families united throughout
incarceration, was approved
recently by the Senate Public
Safety Committee. Authored by
Assemblyman Miguel Santiago
(D-Los Angeles), the bill would
reinstate the right to visitation for
incarcerated individuals so that
parents, children and loved ones
can be together.

“There is no substitute for see-
ing a loved one in-person. Every
parent should have the right to see
and hug their child, especially
after over a year of isolation due
to COVID-19,” Santiago said.
“AB 990 will help keep families
united throughout their loved

one’s incarceration by restoring
the right to visitation for incarcer-
ated persons. This bill also eases
reentry for incarcerated persons,
and I am proud we are working to
create a more humane justice sys-
tem.”

“Visitation can help heal and
rehabilitate those who are incar-
cerated — withholding it is just
flat-out vindictive,” added State
Senator Sydney Kamlager (D-Los
Angeles). “I'm proud to coauthor
AB 990 and thankful for
Assemblymember Santiago’s
leadership. With [this] vote, I am
pleased to see the committee stand
alongside incarcerated people and
their families as we craft a course

centered on
deserve.”

AB 990 will reinstate the right to
visitation for incarcerated persons
— aright that was in place until the
“tough on crime” era of the 1990s,
Santiago said.

Research shows that regular vis-
its between family members and
incarcerated individuals improve
mental health, promote healthy
child development and help incar-
cerated people endure the stress of
prison, he added. AB 990 bill
would include the right to personal
visits as a civil right under the law.
The legislation will next be heard
in the Senate Appropriations
Committee in late August.

the unity they
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Lucky Bird Fried Chicken flying high in Eagle Rock

Lucky Bird Fried Chicken began
as a stall at the Grand Central
Market in 2018. Word got out about
Chef Chris Dane’s chicken which is
brined in his signature citrus and
herb mixture. This talented chef
combines lemon juice, garlic, rose-
mary and thyme. He dredges the
chicken in a blend of spices, dips it
into buttermilk and then dips it
again into more spices and finely
ground flour. This creates a deli-
cious light, crispy crust on the out-
side and the moist flavorful citrus
chicken inside. It soon became one
of the most popular fast casual
eateries in downtown L.A.

Dane and his wife Christine have
opened another location in Eagle
Rock. A few weeks ago, I had the
opportunity to taste his unique fried
chicken and a variety of side dishes
with my daughter. Now I under-
stand why he has received such a
loyal following.

The new location in the former
Eagle Rock Public House was
redesigned by Ana Henton. She
kept the exposed bowstring trusses
and the roll-up garage door to pro-
vide fresh air while dining. She
added a beautiful 42-foot, one-of-a-
kind contemporary mural by artist
Erin Miller Wray, and strung white
party lights from the ceiling, adding
to the festive atmosphere.

By Jill Weinlein

Chef Dane has more than
17years in the kitchen, including
time at Providence and Connie and
Ted’s. He tried out dozens of
recipes on his favorite food critics -
wife Christine and their twin boys.
These taste-testers approved his
creamy Lucky Bird mac & cheese,
as did my daughter when she
declared it was her favorite side
dish.

Other sides we enjoyed were the
crispy skin-on fries with ketchup;
shredded slaw with a zing of vine-
gar; cubed roasted sweet potatoes
with a hint of sweet maple glaze;
chunky watermelon and cucumber
salad with feta cheese; and marinat-
ed cold green beans with sliced fla-
vorful cherry tomatoes.

While dining, Dane walked out
to welcome everyone. He shared

photo courtesy of Lucky Bird

Lucky Birdhas opened in the former Eagle Rock Public House with

indoor and outdoor seating.

photo courtesy of the Petersen Automotive Museum

Support the Petersen and win a Porsche

The  Petersen  Automotive
Museum is offering the public a
chance to win a Tesla-Powered
1969 Porsche 912.

Restaurant News

From page 13

try masters. Signature handcrafted
cocktail tastings from over 25 spir-
it brands and bars, a premier 50-
yard-line cocktail bar featuring top
mixologists from four of L.A’’s
most distinguished drinking desti-
nations, select wineries, local craft
breweries, cold-pressed juices,
cold brew coffee, live entertain-
ment will be offered. A VIP hour
will be held from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Tickets go on sale Sunday, Aug. 1.
For more information visit
Mastersof TasteLA .com.

A battery-powered, original-paint
Porsche masterpiece will be deliv-
ered from the Petersen’s collection
to your garage. Modified and mod-
ernized by the team at the Petersen
Museum, then taken to the next
level by Zelectric with a Tesla pow-
ertrain, the 912 is unlike any other
vehicle. Vintage racing inspiration
and 17-inch HRE wheels are includ-
ed, as well as 21st century speed,
sustainability and performance.

No donation or payment is neces-
sary to enter or win the sweepstakes,
but donations are encouraged.
Proceeds will be donated to
Charities Aid Foundation America,
a nonprofit public charity that sup-
ports the Petersen Automotive
Museum.

The deadline for entry is Sept. 30.
For information, visit
omaze.com/petersen.

with us that while he was working
from the original Grand Central
Market menu, he reimagined some
recipes during the shutdown and
developed a lot of new ones. “I
dialed up the lemon and herb notes
in our brine and put my own twist
on a hot chicken sandwich, with a
sweet and spicy glaze, pickled
jalapenos and buttermilk ranch,”
Dane said.

New on the menu are chicken
tenders, moist cornbread, and a
comforting banana cream pudding.
There are eight local draft beers on
tap, including several selections
from Eagle Rock Brewery. Diners
can also select beers in a can, house
red and white wine, White Claw or
hard kombucha. Non-alcohol
drinks include lemonade, ice tea,
rootbeer, Mexican Coke, boxed
water and Topo Chico.

The signature fried chicken and
new tenders arrived on a tray
including five different dipping
sauces. I enjoyed the creamy butter-
milk ranch and spicy buffalo
sauces. My daughter thought the
thick habanero honey; yellow
honey mustard; and hickory bbq
sauce were the best.

The new Eagle Rock location
features its signature fried chicken
recipe in four formats: bone-in, ten-
ders, sandwiches and wings. Dane
also prepares a gluten-free fried
chicken recipe by mixing brown
rice flour and tapioca flour for an
extra crispy crust. For vegans, his
crispy tofu is enhanced with gluten-
free beer. It’s fried in a separate
fryer from the chicken.

Diners seeking salads will have

photo courtesy of Lucky Bird

Lucky Bird’s new location in Eagle Rock offers crispy fried chicken plat-
ters and sandwiches, salads and beer on tap.

the option to order the Grand
Central Market chopped salad
offering romaine lettuce and garden
veggies. This salad can be dressed
with buttermilk ranch, honey mus-
tard or a shallot vinaigrette.

We finished with a creamy
banana pudding with a dusting of
graham crackers on top and a blue-
berry cobbler with a homemade
biscuit top. Both were delicious.

Sit indoors or at one of the out-
door picnic tables. It’s first come,
first served, with no reservations
required. The restaurant provides
easy ordering and an enjoyable,

affordable dining experience for all.
The Eagle Rock location is open
on Monday from 4 to 9 p.m. It’s
closed on Tuesday and Wednesday,
and then reopens on Thursday
through Sunday from 4 to 9 p.m.,
and until 10 p.m., on Friday and
Saturday. The Grand Central
Market location is closed on
Monday, and open the remaining
days of the week starting at 11 a.m.
Follow on Instagram (@luckybird-
la) and online at luckybirdfried-
chicken.com. 1627 Colorado Blvd.,
(323) 739-0383 and 317 S.
Broadway, Los Angeles.

EMILY JILG CO.
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Theater group artistic director to retire

Michael Ritchie has announced
that he will retire as artistic director
of Center Theatre Group on Dec.
31. Having taken over the position
from founding Artistic Director
Gordon Davidson in January 2005,
Ritchie has led one of the country’s
largest nonprofit regional theatres
for more than 16 years.

He has produced and presented
266 productions — including 49
world premieres, four Pulitzer Prize
finalists and 59 Tony Award nomi-
nations — while programming the
Ahmanson Theatre and Mark Taper
Forum in downtown Los Angeles at
The Music Center and the Kirk
Douglas Theatre in Culver City.

“It has been an honor working at
Center Theatre Group over the past
16 years and I’'m extremely proud
of what our organization has
accomplished during that time,”
Ritchie said. “Especially over the
past 15 months, when we were
forced to shut down due to COVID-
19, our staff, board of directors and
entire community have rallied
around the organization in a collec-
tive desire to continue our educa-
tional programming, deliver artistic
work through the digital stage and
bring groundbreaking theatre back
to our stages in Los Angeles. This
critical period also gave me time to
contemplate my future as the leader

photo courtesy of Center Theatre Group

Michael Ritchie

of this extraordinary theatre compa-
ny. After some reflection, I feel it
best that I retire as Artistic Director
of Center Theatre Group at the end
of this year, following our celebra-
tory reopening of the Ahmanson
Theatre.”

Ritchie produced world pre-
mieres including the musicals “Soft
Power,” “13” and “Sleeping Beauty
Wakes,” and the plays “Bengal
Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo,” and
“Marjorie Prime.”

Center Theatre Group expects to
launch an international search for
its next artistic director later this
summer.

The Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures on July 21
announced its schedule of inaugural
in-person screenings and public
programs, which will begin on
Sept. 30, when the museum opens.

During the first three months of
the Academy Museum’s opening,
the museum will offer more than
100 film screenings, discussions
and programs for film lovers,
beginning with two presentations of
“The Wizard of Oz featuring live
musical accompaniment by the
American Youth Symphony con-
ducted by Academy Award-nomi-
nated composer David Newman.

Also during the its first few
months of operation, the museum
will launch several ongoing series,
such as Stories of Cinema, which
offers screenings of films highlight-
ed in the museum’s core exhibition;
Oscar Sundays, which celebrates
films that have been honored at the
Academy  Awards; Family
Matinees, which will feature
screenings of films for people of all
ages; and more.

Virtual programs will continue
leading up to the museum’s open-
ing, including a conversation with
Oscar-winning writer-director
Spike Lee and writer-director-pro-
ducer Shaka King, and a 20th

Anniversary screening of Y tu

Curtain sets to rise as Academy Museum releases schedule

photo courtesy of the Academy Museum
The Academy Museum’s David Geffen Theater is expected to host
numerous film screenings beginning this fall.

mama también (Mexico, 2001)
with a conversation between cine-
matographer Emmanuel “Chivo”
Lubezki and  writer-director
Alfonso Cuarén, both recipients of
multiple Oscars.

“We are delighted to share details
of our opening in-person screenings
and programs,” said Bill Kramer,
director and president of the
Academy Museum. “Over the last
several months, the programming

and education teams have done an
incredible job of creating a series of
robust and dynamic virtual pro-
grams. ...As with all of our exhibi-
tions and initiatives, we are com-
mitted to showcasing the diverse art
and artists of moviemaking in our
theaters and educational spaces.”
Tickets to film screenings and
public programs will become avail-
able at 9 a.m. Aug. 5. For informa-
tion, visit academymuseum.org.

Celebrating its 39th anniversary,
Outfest LA on July 26 announced
the complete programming lineup
for the 2021 Outfest Los Angeles
LGBTQ Film Festival, presented
by WarnerMedia and automotive
sponsor Hyundai.

The festival will be held Aug. 13
to 22 and will return with outdoor
events and indoor screenings for
vaccinated attendees, as well as via
streaming for those who wish to
experience the festival from home.

The festival will kick-off with its
first ever outdoor gala with
Cinespia at Hollywood Forever on
Aug. 13 with a screening of
“Everybody’s Talking About
Jamie” — a big screen adaptation of
the smash hit, award-winning West
End musical that will feature in-
person appearances from Max
Harwood, Lauren Patel and direc-
tor Jonathan Butterell, as well as
Bianca del Rio.

The festival will close at the
Orpheum Theatre on Aug. 22 with
a screening of “Fanny: The Right
to Rock” — a film about the first
female rock band to release an
album with a major label- to be fol-

Outfest LA releases 2021 lineup

lowed by a live reunion perfor-
mance by Fanny.

The nearly 200 films represent
every genre and include voices and
stories from the entire rainbow of
the queer community, including a
significant number of first-time
directors. The global program slate
features more than 50 international
films and 15 languages.

“We’re thrilled to be coming
back in-person carefully and with
intention to celebrate this amazing
community, its stories and its
resiliency and spirit with so many
incredible films and special
events,” said Outfest Executive
Director Damien S. Navarro.

“Activating at some of our cre-
ators’ and audiences’ venue
favorites like the DGA, Hollywood
Forever, the Orpheum and RED-
CAT in DTLA, we hope brings all
the ‘feels’ everyone is ready for. I
believe the slate of programming
not only meets the moment but dis-
tinctly presents the work of some
of the most talent contemporaries
in queer cinema.”

For information,
OutfestLA2021.com.

visit

Craft Contemporary unveils ‘Veil Craft’

Materials & Applications, in
partnership with Craft
Contemporary, presents “Veil
Craft,” an outdoor architectural
installation that responds to the
materiality of construction in Los
Angeles, drawing upon not just
building practices but also craft
techniques that speak to domestici-
ty, fashion and the body.

Veil Craft is on view in the Craft
Contemporary courtyard from now
until Sept. 12. Admission to the
courtyard is free.

Shimmering veils of green,
white, orange and black textiles are
found across the city, signaling per-
haps a future shelter for those with-
out or, more often than not, a simple
indication for the public to keep
out.

“Veil Craft” is an architectural
installation made from these tex-
tiles, transforming the courtyard of
Craft Contemporary into an unex-
pected pocket park. The street wall,
faced in commonplace green debris
netting, masquerades as another
construction site on Wilshire
Boulevard. Yet, the base of the wall
opens up into a deep awning, pro-
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ducing a generous, shaded porch
that invites the public into the court-
yard interior.

The courtyard will host a series
of summer events that bring artists

and storytellers together into dia-
logue, with renewed focus onto
questions of urban change, labor
practices and community engage-
ment.
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‘Loki’ sets the stage for a multiverse

B Marvel remakes its universe in six episodes
but relies on one tired trope

The future of the Marvel
Cinematic Universe belongs to the
small screen. Following the mas-
sive success of “Avengers:
Endgame,” the last film to domi-
nate the box office before the pan-
demic, Marvel Studios announced a
slew of Disney+ projects.

“WandaVision” quickly proved
superhero stories need not rinse and
repeat the theatric formula that
always saw the world or universe in
jeopardy come an excessive third
act that, frankly, sometimes felt
exhausting in its predictability. The
rise of the Scarlet Witch worked
incredibly well, though “Falcon and
the Winter Soldier” fell flat as the

sophomore series progressed.

Third time’s a charm as “Loki”
knows no bounds. This isn’t the Loki
(Tom Hiddleston) from most Marvel
films (specifically a couple “Thor”
flicks and “Infinity War”). This guy’s
a variant, a term now taking nerd
social media by storm.

When the Avengers attempted to
travel back in time to fix what villain
Thanos broke, they accidentally gave
a past Loki from 2012°s “The
Avengers” a chance to escape, creat-
ing a breach in the timeline.

His freedom is short lived, howev-
er, when the Time Variance

Authority, an agency charged with
protecting the “sacred timeline,” cap-
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The pairing of Tom Hiddleston, left, as Loki, and Owen Wilson as Agent
Mobius, adds a buddy-cop dynamic to the new series.

ON SCREEN
WITH

TIM POSADA

tures him and forces him to help with
an investigation well suited to his
unique set of skills. That’s the basic
setup, and everything else that
unfolds shouldn’t be spoiled — though
a few teases might just pique your
interest.

To start, agent Mobius is played by
a mustachioed Owen Wilson, result-
ing in an oddball buddy-cop pairing.
Just replace police officers with the
Norse mythology’s God of Mischief
and a time detective attempting to
prevent “nexus events” that can bring
about the end of all things.

Even addressing other actors who
appear beyond the first episode risks
giving things away, so try to
approach “Loki” free of the many,
many spoilers easily accessible
online. Sophia Di Martino (in her
biggest role to date) kills as a mys-
tery character, perhaps stealing the
show entirely.

Other supporting players hold
down the TVA well, including
Wunmi Mosaku’s  (“Lovecraft
Country”) Hunter B-15, Gugu
Mbatha-Raw’s big-wig Ravonna and
Miss Minutes (voiced by Tara
Strong, particularly famed for intro-
ducing the world to DC villain
Harley Quinn in the early ‘90s), a
talking 2D animated clock that
serves as the agency’s Al.

That last character serves as a pri-
mary example of the ways “Loki”
stands out. “Guardians of the
Galaxy” bathed with visual oddities

L.A. Master Chorale plans return to concert hall

The Los Angeles Master Chorale
has announced details about its
2021-22 season and its return to
Walt Disney Concert Hall in
September following the venue’s
closure due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Throughout the 2021-22 season,
the Los Angeles Master Chorale
will celebrate the uplifting power of
voices united in song with reper-
toire that encompasses a wide range
of composers, styles, periods and
points of view. The season includes
masterworks from Rachmaninoff,
Handel and Bach; music by the Los
Angeles Master Chorale Swan
Family artist-in-residence Reena
Esmail; works from Medieval com-
poser Hildegard von Bingen; and
contemporary pieces by Derrick
Skye, Gabriel Kahane and Anna
Thorvaldsdéttir.

The 2021-22 season also marks
20 years of leadership by the
chorale’s Kiki and David Gindler
Artistic Director Grant Gershon.
The Los Angeles Master Chorale
welcomes back audiences on
Saturday, Sept. 25, and Sunday,
Sept. 26, with its kick-off concert
“Invitation,” featuring works by
L.A.-based composers Nilo Alcala
and Shawn Kirchner, “Together at
Last” from Esmail, and Morten
Lauridsen’s rendition of “Sure on
This Shining Night.” On Sept. 25,
teachers are invited to attend free,
and on Sept. 26, all subscribers will
receive a free ticket.

“We are overjoyed to return to
Walt Disney Concert Hall and once
again unite our singers and audi-
ence for a season that celebrates the
breathtakingly full range of choral
music,” Gershon said. “Throughout
the worst days of the pandemic, we

photo courtesy of LAMC
The Master Chorale’s new season includes a variety of music from dif-
ferent periods.

continued to collaborate with
today’s top composers for our digi-
tal presentations. This season we
are thrilled to feature works by
more composers, representing more
backgrounds, traditions and artistic
visions than ever before in our his-

tory.”

“We are incredibly grateful to our
singers, audience, board, staff, artis-
tic collaborators and all the support-
ers that helped the Master Chorale
navigate through recent turbulent
times,” added LAMC President and
CEO Jean Davidson. “Finally
returning to our home at Walt
Disney Concert Hall fills us all with
a renewed sense of hope and possi-
bility. We are so excited to present a
breadth of expressions throughout
this celebratory season.”

Other season highlights include
Rachmaninoff’s “All-Night Vigil”

on Saturday, Nov. 20, Skye’s “City
Called Heaven on Sunday, Jan. 30,
2022; Esmail’s “TaReKiTa” on
Sunday, Feb. 20, 2022; Handel’s
“Dixit Dominus” on Sunday,
March 20, 2022; “United We Sing”
on Sunday, May 8§, 2022; and
Bach’s “B-minor Mass” on
Saturday, June 25-26, 2022.

The Master Chorale also brings
back perennial holiday favorites
“Festival of Carols” on Saturday,
Dec. 4, 2021, and Saturday, Dec.
11, 2021; Handel’s “Messiah: on
Sunday, Dec. 19, 2021; and the
40th annual “Messiah Sing-Along”
on Monday, Dec. 20, 2021.

Subscriptions for the 2021-22
season start at $117; single tickets
will be available on Sept. 8.

For information, call (213)972-
7282, or visit
lamasterchorale.org/subscribe.
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Tom Hiddleston stars as Loki in the new Disney+ series, which is part of
the Marvel Cinematic Universe.

across a space operatic galaxyscape.
“Loki” provides the MCU’s best vil-
lain with an environment equally
batty.

And Thor’s frost giant brother
thrives in this rich setting, evolving
from the villain who just attacked
New York with an alien army (at
least for him, though the series is
technically set after the events of
“Endgame”) to someone more con-
flicted. Perhaps too quick. At times,
he becomes rather passive, hardly
the shenanigan-loving trickster
thwarting his brother’s allegedly
more noble endeavors. That’s a bit
tragic, but hey, Marvel can get a bit
lost in the plot.

Another flaw — and this is big — is
an old friend to all major properties.
Let’s call it the progressive wink to
sexuality. The comics have long
explored Loki’s fluid sexuality,
depicting the God of Mischief as a
man and woman and in relationships
with many kinds of partners. “Loki”
and Marvel folks promised to honor
that print legacy, but the Disney+
series dedicates only two lines of
dialogue, one a fragmented sen-
tence.

It’s little more than texture, the
absolute bare minimum for repre-
sentation, with headlines lasting
longer than the screen time. That’s a
shame considering how effective
“Loki” is overall, especially as a
companion to “WandaVision™ in set-
ting up the major arcs of future
Marvel projects across a multiverse.
Prepare for some once-deceased
characters to return, but don’t hold
onto any hope for the major ones,
who only left because they actually
wanted to.

Apparently characters can return
from the dead or debut with quite
different personalities, but sexuality
doesn’t seem to matter. Whelp, it
does for Disney, who as of now
prefers lip service that can be deleted
in regions around the world. Pity
too. “Loki” is a marvelous series that
could reach truly glorious purpose.
From an optimistic point of view,
however, a “Loki” series was proba-
bly never in the original plan — espe-
cially one based more on character
interactions and exploration with
action sequences — so perhaps the ol’
Mouse can learn new tricks with just
enough peer pressure.
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Gymnast doing cartwheels after successful surgery

Molly Neinstein was climbing
the ranks of competitive gymnas-
tics and seemingly on a fast track to
becoming nationally recognized.
Then, a few years ago, the high
school junior from Calabasas
began experiencing pain in her
hamstrings and lower back.

After visiting numerous doctors
and exhausting all treatment
options, from physical therapy to
acupuncture, her condition only
grew worse. The pain was so
severe that it interfered with
Neinstein's most basic activities,
such as attending school or sitting
in a chair for a long period of time.

In January 2020, Neinstein visit-
ed Dr. David L. Skaggs, co-director
of the Cedars-Sinai Spine Center,
director of the  Pediatric
Orthopaedics Program and execu-
tive vice chair of the Department of

“If you stay positive,
your recovery will be
better, because you're
going to keep working
towards what you
want.”

Molly Neinstein
— .

Orthopaedics.

Skaggs diagnosed Neinstein
with spondylolisthesis, a displace-
ment of a vertebra in the spine in
which the bone slides out of its
proper position onto the bone
below. The condition affects 1 in
20 people in the U.S. Skaggs said
the majority of spondylolisthesis
cases in children do not need
surgery. Neinstein's case, however,
was one of the more severe he had
seen.

Neinstein had two options: give
up gymnastics or have spinal
fusion surgery that could return her

to gymnastics but carried a risk of

paralysis. For Neinstein, the
answer was clear. She underwent
surgery in May.

Skaggs performed a spinal
fusion, leaving the two vertebrae
that were rubbing together and
inserted screws across those verte-
brae to hold them in place. Two
months after surgery, Neinstein is
easing herself back onto the mats
and continuing her journey to make
it onto a Division 1 gymnastics
team.

“If you stay positive, your recov-
ery will be better, because you're
going to keep working towards
what you want,” Neinstein said.
“The love I have for the sport just
makes me want to keep going.”
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Molly Neinstein has her eye on competitive gymnastics after surgery at

Cedars-Sinai in May.

photo courtesy of CA Dept ofParks and recreation

State offers park passes for kids

Gov. Gavin Newsom recently
signed legislation to advance the
state’s commitment to equitable
access to state parks.

Championed by First Partner
Jennifer Siebel Newsom, whose
California for ALL Kids initiatives
support children’s physical, mental
and social-emotional well-being,
the legislation establishes a pilot
program to give every fourth grad-
er a free annual pass to select
California State Parks.

“Nature is a public good and a
crucial public health tool. For
adults and children alike, quality
time in nature is good for our
hearts, minds, and bodies,”
Jennifer Siebel Newsom said. “No
state is better positioned than
California to leverage the great
outdoors to augment our commu-
nities” health and well-being, espe-
cially for youth in underserved
communities.”

Assembly Bill 148 establishes
the California State Park
Adventure Pass, a three-year pilot
program that waives day-use
entrance fees to 19 state parks for
fourth graders and their families
for a year. Earlier this month, the
governor also signed Senate Bill
129, legislation that includes $5.6
million to fund the new State Park
Adventure Pass as well as $3 mil-
lion to establish the State Library
Park Pass, a new two-year pilot
program to provide passes to
libraries across the state, which
will loan the passes to members of
the public so they can have free
day-use access at state parks.

“Access to nature is a crucial
component to the health and well-
being of our kids, and these out-
door access pilot programs set us
on a path to expand access to
nature and benefit children’s
health,” California  Natural
Resources Agency Secretary Wade
Crowfoot said. “I am very excited
to continue working with the first

“Nature is a public
good and a crucial
public health tool.
For adults and
children alike, quality
time in nature is
good for our hearts,
minds, and bodies.”

Jennifer Siebel Newsom

California First Lady
—

photo courtesy of Los Angeles City College

Apply for the new fall semester at Los Angeles City College during a registration fair on Aug. 7.

LCCC welcomes new students at registration fair

For the first time in the history of

the Los Angeles Community
College District, all nine campuses
will host simultaneous, in-person
open house fall registration fairs
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday,
Aug. 7.

Prospective students can tour the
campuses, talk to college leaders,
and meet faculty, financial aid
experts and counselors. LACCD
Chancellor Francisco Rodriguez

plans to visit many of the colleges.

The colleges will have a variety
of on-campus, in-person classes as
well as online programming,
remote instruction and hybrid class
options for the fall 2021 semester.
LACCD offers guaranteed admis-
sion and tuition-free education for
all new, full-time students, as well
as free laptops. Financial aid oppor-
tunities exist.

During the Aug. 7 events, the col-

leges will also offer vaccination
clinics. All LACCD students who
get vaccinated can receive up to
$150, while funding lasts.
Additional information for each
college’s open house registration
fair will be posted on the colleges’
websites.

The Los Angeles City College is
located at 855 N. Vermont Ave. For
information, call (323)953-4000, or
visit lacitycollege.edu.

partner and California State Parks
to reduce barriers and expand
access to state parks for kids and
residents from park-poor commu-
nities.”

In 2019, Siebel Newsom and the
California State Parks Foundation
launched Pathways to Parks, an
initiative to bridge the nature gap
and expand park access for youth.
According to a recent report, 7%
of low income communities in the
United States are located in nature-
deprived areas. Studies indicate
that access to parks and greenspace
can lead to improvements in the
physical well-being of children, as
well as improved social emotional
learning and academic outcome.

“With the leadership of the gov-
ernor and first partner, California
was able to create for the very first
time innovative access programs
for children and families to explore
state parks,” California State Parks
Director Armando Quintero said.
“More diverse communities will
have the opportunity to become
part of California’s landscape,
enjoy the physical and mental ben-
efits of connecting with nature and
be inspired to take care of these
treasured places for future genera-
tions. We look forward to the con-
tinued partnership with the admin-
istration and Legislature.”

For information, visit gov.ca.gov
and parks.ca.gov.

IMMACULATE HEART

A Catholic, Independent, College Preparatory School For Girls Grades 6-12
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LGBT community commends
funds for older people with HIV

APLA Health applauded Gov.
Gavin Newsom and the California
Legislature for taking action to
improve the health and wellbeing of
older people with HIV.

Senate Bill 258, also known as
the HIV and Aging Act, was
approved in the Legislature and
signed by Newsom last week. The
legislation designates older people
with HIV as a population of “great-
est social need” and will help to
improve access to services and sup-
port for older adults. Following
Illinois in 2019, California is the
second in the country to make the
designation. The legislation was
authored by Sen. John Laird (D-
Santa Cruz) and co-sponsored by
APLA Health, Equality California,
SAGE and the Los Angeles LGBT
Center.

Also, the 2021-22 state budget
includes $5 million — the largest
state investment to date — to estab-
lish up to five demonstration pro-
jects to address the unique medical
and support service needs of older
people with HIV. The demonstra-
tion projects will be modeled after
the Golden Compass Program, a
successful program for people with
HIV over age 50 in San Francisco.
The budget also expands Medi-Cal
coverage to undocumented adults
ages 50 and older.

“Thanks to effective treatments,
people with HIV are living longer
than we could have ever imagined
just a few decades ago and now a
majority of people with HIV in
California are over 50 years old,”
APLA Health CEO Craig E.
Thompson said. “Unfortunately,
our current health and social service
systems are not yet prepared to
address the unique needs of this
population. Many older people with
HIV are long term survivors of the
AIDS epidemic. They have lost
countless loved ones and entire net-

works of social support. They con-
tinue to face discrimination and
alarming levels of stigma. These
historic actions will help to ensure
that people aging with HIV have
the resources and support they need
to thrive.”

Older people with HIV face a
unique set of challenges because of
their HIV status. They are more
likely to have multiple comorbidi-
ties including cancer, cardiovascu-
lar disease and bone loss. They also
face a number of behavioral health
challenges, including higher rates
of depression, anxiety and sub-
stance use.

By designating older people with
HIV as a population of “greatest
social need,” the California
Department of Aging and local
agencies on aging will be required
to conduct outreach and identify
effective strategies to ensure that
people with HIV have access to ser-
vices. They include congregate and
home-delivered meals, senior cen-
ters, caregiver support, transporta-
tion, health promotion and benefits
enrollment.

In conjunction, the demonstration
projects will support the develop-
ment of innovative programs and ser-
vices to address the unique needs of
people aging with HIV, with a partic-
ular focus on Black, Indigenous and
people of color, as well as other vul-
nerable communities.

“Earlier this year, the Newsom
administration demonstrated its
commitment to supporting older
Californians with the launch of the
state’s first-ever Master Plan for
Aging,” Thompson added. “Now,
with these actions, the governor and
Legislature have made it abundant-
ly clear that they are committed to
equity and ensuring that people
aging with HIV are not left behind.”

For information, visit apla-
health.org.

Hello Club calls brighten seniors’ days

During the early days of the
COVID-19 pandemic, U.S. Navy
veteran Wayne D. Robinson was
still trying to process what was
happening in the world — and
how it would impact him — when
he received an unexpected phone
call.

The call came from a volunteer
with the Los Angeles LGBT
Center’s newly-formed Hello
Club, a service created to immedi-
ately address the needs of LGBTQ
older adults suddenly facing a
higher level of social isolation and
worrying about how to get their
groceries and essential supplies
safely.

“That wonderful, soothing and
sincere voice was a lifeline for me.
It energized and reassured me that
I wasn’t all alone, that someone
cared,” Robinson said. “I was
often very afraid and feeling some-
what lost during the pandemic. I
was worried and uncertain. My
words can’t express how much I
appreciated those calls. After the
second one, I began to look for-
ward to them.”

Since the Hello Club’s launch in
March 2020, with initial financial
support from The  Eisner
Foundation, more than 8,400 calls
have been made to seniors. Hello
Club calls are made by 237 volun-
teers and can connect seniors to
case management or to the center’s
Senior Angels grocery and essen-
tial delivery service. But, a lot of
their phone calls simply are spent
listening.

“They want someone to talk to.
They can talk and talk and talk.

photo courtesy of Los Angeles LGBT Center

U.S. Navy veteran Wayne D. Robinson, 67, shown here with his
beloved Chihuahua, Maya, praised the Hello Club phone calls he

received during the pandemic.

“They want someone
to talk to. They can
talk and talk and talk.
Once they start talk-
ing, the whole story
comes out. They have
someone who is lis-
tening, and they feel
like they are not

alone.”
Eric Hauptfleisch

Volunteer
e ——

Once they start talking, the whole
story comes out,” volunteer Eric
Hauptfleisch said. “They have
someone who is listening, and they
feel like they are not alone. I've
learned a lot. I’ve talked to people
who were part of Stonewall and
the early New York Pride marches
and were here for the forming of
the LGBT scene in L.A.”

The Center’s director of senior
services, Kiera Pollock, said Hello
Club is a “chosen family in
action,” because it is the creation
of a community of support for
many LGBT seniors who might
not have children, grandchildren
or families to support them.

“The chosen family concept
was broadened during crises we
faced as a community, including
the HIV epidemic,” Pollock said.
“The pandemic was an opportuni-
ty for our community to reinvent
the chosen family idea. Hello
Club uses an intergenerational
lens where younger community
members give back to isolated
older adults and create new rela-
tionships and connections. We
hope to continue the Hello Club. It
supports intergenerational
exchanges moving forward and
makes our community stronger.”

For information, visit lalgbtcen-
ter.org/seniors.

Online forum focuses on
new HIV treatments

Learn about the latest in HIV
treatment during “Upcoming Long
Acting HIV Medications: New
Hope for Advanced Patients,” a free
webinar on Friday, July 30, from
noon to 2 p.m., via Zoom.

The webinar is produced by Life
Group L.A. and includes special
guest Nelson Vergel. Participants
can explore new long-acting med-
ications and new opportunities for
people with multi drug resistance.

Vergel is a 37-year HIV survivor,
health author, speaker and advocate
for improved access to life-saving
options for people living with HIV.
He founded the nonprofit Program
for Wellness Restoration and the
Body Positive Wellness Center.
Vergel is also an expert on aging
with HIV, lipodystrophy, hormone
deficiencies and multidrug resis-
tance. He is a co-founder of the
AIDS Treatment Activist Coalition
and successfully led efforts to con-
vince the FDA and pharmaceutical
companies to enable HIV+ people

with limited treatment options to
simultaneously access multiple
medications.

Vergel is currently focused on
advocating for research options for
the immunological non-responder
population whose cell count has not
normalized after successful HIV
viral control.

The Life Group L.A. is a coali-
tion focused on the spiritual, emo-
tional and physical well-being of
people living with HIV and those
who support them through educa-
tion, empowerment and emotional
support. Founded in 2005, Life
Group L.A. provides free informa-
tion and emotional support through
medical forums, emotional support
groups and the POZ Life Weekend
Seminar. All services are offered in
a non-judgmental and safe environ-
ment with compassion and under-
standing.

The event is free but requires reg-
istration. For information, visit life-
groupla.org.

COMING SOON! BACK-TO-SCHIOOIL
SPECIAL SECTIONS

Starting August 12

Honoring Gallery Weekend Los Angeles
POP GOES THE EASEL!!!

VIBRANT '60s POP GRAPHICS

Sam Francis and Walasse Ting collaborated with 28 important international artists on the
ground-breaking portiolio 1¢ [IFE. One of the greatest artists' books of the period, it is a
collection of Ting's stream of consciousness poems Hlustrated with brilllant origingl color
lithographs at a time "as exciting as Times Square, color bright as neon light, hot as espresso.”

The 60’s art world was activated by different approaches:
ABEX artists Francis, Mitchell, and Ting
POP artists Lichtenstein, Rauschenberg, and Warhol
COBRA artists Alechinsky, Appel and Jorn

DENENBERG FINE ARTS GALLERY

417 N San Vicente, West Hollywood

Open by appointment

Special Hours July 28 - Aug. 1, 11am - 6pm

www.denenberdfinearts.com ¢ gallery@denenberg finearts.com

415-828-8600



https://www.denenbergfinearts.com/

20 July 29, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Arts nonprofits encouraged to apply for grants

The Los Angeles Department of
Cultural Affairs is accepting applica-
tions for its Cultural Grants Program
for programs taking place from July
1, 2022, through June 30, 2023.
Grants range from $1,000 to
$20,000.

The deadline to apply is Aug. 27.
Nonprofit arts organizations may
propose an artistic project, in one
primary art form or discipline. The
categories include culture/history
presentations, literature or publish-
ing projects, media activities or pre-
sentations, design/visual art exhibi-
tions or museum projects, or tradi-
tional/folk arts activities and presen-
tations. A special category of arts
education is also offered for youth

projects that begin in closed class-
rooms but culminate in afterschool
public presentations. Three variety-
arts categories are available for pro-
jects which cross disciplines such as
culture-history and traditional-folk
arts.

A partnership between a nonprofit
community-service —organization
may propose to plan and present an
outdoor festival or parade in partner-
ship with an arts curator or agency.
DCA’s Grants Program Office pro-
vides grants for projects that can be
held for two consecutive years (two
one-year contracts), so applicants
are encouraged to propose a project
that can be repeated during a second
year.

Subway system was
decades in the making
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Parklabrea given finest
transit service under
overhead Metro plan

Farblubwod's wuthirn boundary will b persticdisd slusg Sixdl) St
Ihawe puarlty sintiom ome the second most mpartant
0 M uiie iithal wpntumm, (e b S300 miillien overbesd,
transll systam propessd] b runinlling vogiecees fof

ont Vot ty wauld Baye the foest aoomomd-

Iy Laealities of aay rowiiemtld| distrivn 1 Soathers Callfurnia, 115 (TR
buing vy the mam Wikshins

srmnmn‘y 8 e Beweds Sunctinn, as well s

A subway system serving the local area has been under considera-
tion for more than 70 years, as shown in this photograph from the July
7, 1960, issue of the Park Labrea News. A map of the initial transit
system, which included both overhead and underground modes of
transportation, showed it traveled along Sixth Street, with stops at
Sixth Street and La Brea Avenue, and Sixth Street and Fairfax Avenue.
A northern segment was also planned to the San Fernando Valley, with
stations at La Brea Avenue and Beverly, Santa Monica and Hollywood
boulevards, as well as the Hollywood Bowl. That alignment never
came to fruition, but Metro is currently building the Purple Line
Extension subway project running under Wilshire Boulevard between
the Wilshire/Western and Westwood. Seven new stations will be
included along the new line
Wilshire/Fairfax, Wilshire/La Cienega, Wilshire/Rodeo, Century
City/Constellation, Westwood/UCLA and Westwood/VA Hospital.
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including Wilshire/La Brea,

Qualified applicants include non-
profits whose primary purpose is to
provide arts and cultural services, or
arts-friendly charitable organiza-
tions that partner with arts agencies
to make presentations. At least one
year of expertise in creating a pro-
ject is required. The organizations
must also be headquartered in Los
Angeles County and their project or
presentation must be planned within
the city of Los Angeles’ boundaries

A series of free online webinars
are available to provide assistance to
applicants. Webinar space is limited
to 30 participants and RSVPs are
required at least two business days
in advance. It is highly recommend-
ed that returning and new applicants
participate. The DCA will also host
an open office hour/meet-and-greet
on Friday, Aug. 6, from 12:30 to
1:30 p.m. Additional webinars will
be held on Thursday, Aug. 12, from
4 to 5:30 p.m., and Saturday, Aug.
21, from 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Applicants will receive notifica-
tion of results in May or June 2022.
For information and to RSVP, visit
dcaredesign.org/grants/training/wor
kshop-schedule.

Mid City West
to hold food
distribution

The Mid City West Neighborhood
Council is co-sponsoring a food dis-
tribution event on Saturday, July 31,
from 9 a.m. to noon at Television
City, which is allowing the organiza-
tion to host the event on its property
near Beverly Boulevard and Fairfax
Avenue.

The event will include a drive-thru
grab-and-go format, but walk-ups
will also be accepted. People can
pick-up food and groceries. Diapers
will be distributed to families with
babies. Television City is located at
7800 Beverly Blvd. For information,
visit midcitywest.org.

LA Philharmonic remembers
venerable violinist Lamell

The Los Angeles Philharmonic
is mourning violinist Guido
Lamell, who died on July 13 at
the age of 68, surrounded by his
family.

Lamell, a longtime Santa
Monica resident, joined the LA
Phil as a violinist in 1979 under
Carlo Maria Giulini, after serving
two years as associate concert-
master of the Louisville
Orchestra and one year as con-
certmaster of the Mexico City
Philharmonic.

Lamell performed frequently in
the LA Phil’s chamber music and
Green Umbrella series and
appeared as a recitalist and
orchestral soloist. He enjoyed
performing in small ensembles
and playing chamber music in his
home with fellow LA Phil musi-
cians and guest soloists, including
Gustavo Dudamel, Emanuel Ax,
Lynn Harrell, Joshua Bell, and Sir
Simon Rattle.

Lamell was also a teacher in
Los Angeles and Santa Monica
schools. In Los Angeles, he
worked with orchestras and con-

photo courtesy of the LA Phil
Violinist Guido Lamell, 68, had a
long career with the LA Phil and
other music organizations.

master classes with Jorge Mester.
He conducted the LA Phil’s in-
school youth concerts, the Los
Angeles County High School for

ductors through the LA Phil’s the Arts Orchestra, the Los
Learning Programs, and in Santa  Angeles Doctors Symphony
Monica, he was a regular weekly ~ Orchestra and the La Sierra
sectional coach for the orchestra  College Orchestra.

programs at Santa Monica High
School. On the LA Phil’s tour to
Caracas, Venezuela in 2012,
Lamell coached two of the El
Sistema youth orchestras and
gave a conducting master class, in
Spanish, to a group of El Sistema
conducting students.

Lamell was also very active as
a conductor, making his debut in
1988  with the Topanga
Philharmonic  Orchestra, for
which he became music director
in 1990. He furthered his con-
ducting studies with Charles
Bruck at the Pierre Monteux
Conducting School, with Leonard
Bernstein at the Los Angeles
Philharmonic Institute, and in

In 2011, Lamell produced and
conducted Beethoven’s “Ninth
Symphony” at Walt Disney
Concert Hall as a benefit concert
for Japan earthquake relief. The
concert was honored with the
American Prize, an award given
for outstanding classical music
performances.

Lamell is survived by his wife
Nancy, daughters Brooke and
Rachel, and brothers Arpi and
Tony. Donations can be made in
his memory to the Santa Monica
Symphony, Santa Monica Arts
Parents Association and the Los
Angeles Philharmonic.

For information,
laphil.org.

visit

Bogie’s Liquor
SUMMER FUN STARTS HERE!

Whether you're
headed to the

beach, a BBQ

or just lounging

by the pool, find all your
favorite beverages at Bogies!

Wine ¢ Spirits e Champagne ¢ Beer ¢ Kegs

5753 Melrose Ave.
Corner of Melrose & Vine

www.bogiesliquor.com

(323) 469-1414

Open 7 days
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(athering space proposals move ahead

From page 1

Leslie Karliss, was the lone public
speaker. She said the city needs to
determine whether the space is
supposed to be an art installation or
a gathering space.

“If it is a gathering space, then
this installation is just not appropri-
ate,” Karliss said. “It is a cold and
uninviting ruin from a museum
with a design regarded as so unre-
markable that it was torn down.”

She said the area should be a
green space with a rotating art ele-
ment for residents in the adjoining
neighborhoods and the shoppers on
Melrose Avenue who could use a
“departure from the traffic-laden
urban environment.”

Karliss said the current art ele-
ment is “apocalyptic,” although
she understands that art is sup-
posed to elicit reactions from view-
ers.

“But, do we really want to pro-
voke despair in a gathering
space?”

Rachel Dimond, a senior plan-
ner in the city’s Long Range
Planning Division, said the space
was designed for all user types.
She said city staff had collected
input at previous community
meetings and tried to address as
many concerns as possible.

“We also heard a lot of positive
commentary on the art,” Dimond
added.

Public art coordinator Rebecca
Ehemann said one of the commu-
nity concerns was that there was
too much concrete at the space,
and that individuals wanted it
“greened up.”

“And the design team respond-
ed,” she said.

rendering courtesy of the city of West Hollywood
Members of the West Hollywood West Residents Association have
expressed concerns about the Beverly Triangle Plaza’s enclosed
design.

Meister asked if it was possible
for the art component to be tempo-
rary. Ehemann said staff opted to
pursue a permanent acquisition as
a temporary installation would
require more maintenance.

Additionally, on July 22, the
West Hollywood Arts and Cultural
Affairs Commission voted 5-1 to
approve the design of the Beverly
Triangle Plaza, a 5,000-square-
foot gathering space proposed at
Beverly and Robertson boule-
vards.

Representatives of  West
Hollywood West have also
expressed concerns about this pro-

posal, as they believe the design,
which is partially enclosed as of
now, could foster public safety
issues and attract homeless indi-
viduals.

The community will have sever-
al more opportunities to weigh in
on the project prior to it being con-
sidered by the City Council. One
such community meeting is sched-
uled for 5 p.m. on Aug. 9, via
Zoom.

From page 1

The city will spend approxi-
mately $500,000 on overhead
decorations on North Cafion
Drive. The new installation,
“Playful Swag,” was conceived
with the expansion of outdoor
dining in that area in mind and
will have an annual cost of
approximately ~ $60,000 to
$100,000 per year, Biery said.

Ten strands of animated, pro-
grammable lights, which have a
lifespan of five years as well, will
be installed. According to a staff
report, the lights could also be
used above other streets in the
Business Triangle.

“They can move and shimmer
and fade,” Biery added.

Approximately $330,000 will
be spent on an elf tree ($280,000)
and patio décor ($50,000) at
Beverly Canon Gardens. Biery
said the patio will offer an inter-
active lighting element that will
be great for “Instagrammable”
moments.

Additionally, the Santa and
reindeer display above Wilshire
Boulevard, which Biery said “is
knowingly beloved by our com-
munity,” has been deemed struc-
turally unsafe and will be
replaced after a run of more than
20 years.

The display was “significantly
refurbished” in 2006. However,
the city’s holiday décor consul-
tant determined it to be unsafe for
reinstallation in 2020. Biery said

Holidays come early in BH

the city will replace it with a cus-
tom-built item that will be as
close to the original as possible.
She said all the holiday decora-
tions will be installed no later
than Nov. 13 and removed by
Jan. 3. Whether the city hosts a

holiday lighting celebration
event is yet to be determined,
Biery said.

“However, staff is actively
monitoring what the COVID-19
guidelines are currently, and as
we get closer to that date, will
make sure that is a safe opportu-
nity for all,” she added.

No public comments were sub-
mitted, and council members
were pleased with the presenta-
tion. However, they felt that
Hanukkah was underrepresented.
Biery said city staff would
address that in future updates to
the council.

Mayor Robert Wunderlich said
he liked that the citywide décor
tied into the design proposed for
Rodeo Drive.

“It’s echoing the return to tra-
dition with a contemporary,
whimsical flair,” he said, adding
that the “spectacular display”
should further signal that Beverly
Hills is open for business. “As
we emerge from the pandemic,
it’s important for us to continue
to establish that we’re the place
for visitors to enjoy ... the holi-
day season and for visitors to
come during the holiday season.”

The homeless rehousing sys-
tem has shown a strong perfor-
mance in the past year despite
the profound challenges present-
ed by the COVID-19 pandemic,
based on the results of the 2021
Housing Inventory Count and
Shelter Count released by the
Los Angeles Homeless Services
Authority on July 21.

In her presentation, Heidi
Marston, executive director of
LAHSA, said the L.A. region’s
rehousing system’s response to
COVID-19 saved lives through
unprecedented coordination and
a critical influx of state and fed-
eral emergency funding.

The Los Angeles region needs
to build a more balanced system
with more housing options, she
said. A balanced rehousing sys-
tem has five permanent housing
exits for each shelter bed; the
Los Angeles system is closer to
1to 1.

Outside of the rehousing sys-
tem, all stakeholders must work
together to reverse the decades
of policy decisions that created
the homelessness crisis and have

disproportionately affected
Black people, Marston said.
“Our rehousing system’s

response to COVID saved lives
because of unprecedented coor-
dination across sectors and an
influx of state and federal emer-
gency funding,” she added. “We
must build off of that momen-
tum as we emerge from the pan-
demic to build the infrastructure
necessary to address our home-
lessness crisis and collectively
confront the conditions that con-
tinue to push people into home-
lessness.”

Rehousing system sees success

The Housing Inventory Count
is a census of all interim and per-
manent housing options in the
homeless rehousing system at a
given point-in-time. This year,
the Housing Inventory Count
occurred on Jan. 27.

Through the Housing
Inventory Count, LAHSA found
that the L.A. region’s shelter
capacity on any given night was
24,616 beds, a 57% increase over
the last three years. The agency
also reported 33,592 permanent
housing options, an increase of
16% over the same time period.

LAHSA reported the results
despite the global pandemic
causing a considerable strain on
its shelter supply. In accordance
with CDC guidelines, all of Los
Angeles County’s congregate
shelters had to decrease their bed
count through a process called
decompression. However, strate-
gic investments by the federal,
state, and local governments
through Project Roomkey and
Project Homekey helped make
up for the loss of capacity.

LAHSA and its partners also
carried out the Shelter Count — a
census of people in shelter at a
point-in-time. The Shelter Count
revealed that there were 17,225
people in shelter on the night of
the count, which is virtually
unchanged from the previous
year.

Following the advice of public
health officials, LAHSA did not
conduct an Unsheltered Count in
2021 to protect the 8,000 volun-
teers needed to complete the
count each year. The agency is
planning to resume the
Unsheltered Count in 2022.

State workers must be vaccinated or tested regularly

The state of California on July
26 implemented a first-in-the-
nation standard to require all state
workers and workers in health care
and high-risk congregate settings
to either show proof of full vacci-
nation or be tested at least once per
week, and officials encouraged all
local governments and employers
to adopt a similar protocol.

“We are now dealing with a pan-
demic of the unvaccinated, and it’s
going to take renewed efforts to
protect Californians from the dan-
gerous Delta variant,” Gov. Gavin
Newsom said. “As the state’s
largest employer, we are leading
by example and requiring all state
and health care workers to show
proof of vaccination or be tested
regularly, and we are encouraging
local governments and businesses
to do the same. Vaccines are safe.
They protect our family, those who
truly can’t get vaccinated, our chil-
dren and our economy. Vaccines
are the way we end this pandem-
ic.”

California will also be requiring

health care settings to verify that
workers are fully vaccinated or
tested regularly. Unvaccinated
workers will be subject to at least
weekly COVID-19 testing and will
be required to wear appropriate
PPE. The requirement also applies
to high-risk congregate settings
like adult and senior residential
facilities, homeless shelters and
jails.

The new policy for state workers
will take effect Aug. 2, and testing
will be phased in over the next few
weeks. The new policy for health
care workers and congregate facil-
ities will take effect on Aug. 9, and
health care facilities will have until
Aug. 23 to come into full compli-
ance.

Despite California leading the
nation in vaccinations — with
more than 44 million doses admin-
istered and 75 percent of the eligi-
ble population having received at
least one dose — the state is seeing
increasing numbers of people who
refused to get the vaccine being
admitted to the ICU and dying.

This increase is heavily due to the
Delta variant, which is more conta-
gious and kills people faster.

“California has administered
more vaccines than any other state,
with 75 percent of those eligible
having gotten at least one dose,
and we were weeks ahead of meet-
ing President Biden’s 70% goal.
But, we must do more to fight dis-
information and encourage vac-
cine-hesitant communities and
individuals,” said Health and
Human Services Secretary Dr.
Mark Ghaly. “The Delta variant is
up to 60 percent more infectious
than the Alpha strain but many
times more infectious than the
original COVID-19 strain. If you
have been waiting to get vaccinat-
ed, now is the time.”

The State of California remains
committed to keeping the state’s
economy open while ensuring that
employees feel safe in the work-
place. To that end, the state is
encouraging employers to ensure
that their employees are vaccinat-
ed.

County department awards grants for social programs

The Los Angeles County
Department of Arts and Culture has
announced $750,000 in grant
awards for 63 nonprofit social jus-
tice and social service organizations
and city departments, as a part of its
Community Impact Arts Grant pro-
gram.

Unlike Arts and Culture’s long-
standing funding for nonprofits
with a primary mission in the arts,
CIAG supports arts-based pro-
grams of social justice and service
organizations, recognizing their
reach in underserved and marginal-
ized communities. CIAG was
designed to address two priorities:
make arts services available to L.A.
County residents who might not

experience them through traditional
arts venues and outlets, and encour-
age the intersection of the arts in
cross-sector work in local nonprof-
its.

CIAG grantees include mental
health, disability, environmental,
homeless, immigrant rights, youth,
justice reform and veteran service
organizations. The one-year awards
support a variety of community
projects.

The CIAG program began with
seed funding from the National
Endowment for the Arts in 2015
and evolved as a pilot program over
the next six years. In April, the Los
Angeles County Board of
Supervisors approved a motion

authored by Supervisor Holly
Mitchell, 2nd District, and co-
authored by Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors Chair Hilda
Solis, 1st District, to sustain and
expand funding to CIAG.
"Research tells us that communi-
ties with access to cultural
resources have better health, educa-
tion and safety,” Mitchell said. “But
there needs to be more equity in
how we target these resources and
investments. The motion I authored
this spring with Supervisor Solis
affirms the Community Impact Arts
Grant program and its power to
deliver cultural funding, programs
and services to under-served L.A.
County areas and neighborhoods."
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Assessment calls for removal of 100 trees
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inspector has already met with
approximately one-quarter to one-
third of the residents of the estimat-
ed 1,640 parcels in the neighbor-
hoods north of Sunset Boulevard,
and the effort will continue year-
round.

The fire chief also said he is plan-
ning evacuation drills — both virtu-
ally and in-person — to better pre-
pare residents for emergencies. He
also cited red flag warning days,
when parking on streets in the hills
is restricted during windy days and
periods when wildfire risk is
heightened, allowing more access
for fire trucks. The BHFD has
agreements with the city of Los
Angeles and Los Angeles County
fire departments that activate addi-
tional resources, including water-
dropping helicopters, if a fire erupts
in the hills, he said.

“What we’ve been doing is
increasing our automatic aid agree-
ment with the city of Los Angeles
... for us to give resources and get
resources. We’'re sending every-
thing we can to knock [a brush fire]
out and keep it as small as possible,
as quickly as possible,” Barton
said.

The Wildfire Assessment Report
recommends the removal of
approximately 100 trees, which
Barton said are city-owned trees
mostly located along evacuation
routes. Many are pine trees that can
ignite quickly and spread flames
through their canopies, he said.
Barton and the consultants
acknowledged that removing the
100 trees would only reduce risk
scenarios by approximately 20%,
but they said it is a good first step to
ensure the evacuation routes are
more protected and remain accessi-
ble during wildfires.

The council did not take action
on tree removal, but said the city

State funding to
support green
Initiatives

Assemblyman Miguel Santiago
(D-Los Angeles), Sen. Maria Elena
Durazo (D-Los Angeles) and the
Los Angeles Cleantech Incubator
on July 23 celebrated their $10 mil-
lion “budget win” to create green
jobs and launch marginalized com-
munities into the green economy.

The funding will be used to fund
minority and female-owned star-
tups, create green jobs and advance
zero-emission transportation and
clean-energy solutions in disadvan-
taged communities.

“Our communities deserve to
breathe clean air, work good paying
jobs, and thrive in tomorrow’s
economy,” Santiago said. “It took a
pandemic for my neighbors to
breathe clean air. [The money] rep-
resents an investment in our chil-
dren’s future, in our communities’
prosperity and in the health of our
neighbors and friends. I'm so proud
to have the Los Angeles Cleantech
Incubator in my district, as they are
making leaps and bounds to ensure
our communities are included in the
green economy and that we move
away from fossil fuels.”

The Los Angeles Cleantech
Incubator is a nonprofit organiza-
tion focused on building an inclu-
sive green economy. It was founded
as an economic development initia-
tive by the city of Los Angeles and
the Los Angeles Department of
Water & Power.

should continue to analyze risk and
expeditiously address immediate
problems, and also work toward
creating a further plan of action for
the future.

Waunderlich stressed that the pri-
mary concerns are making sure
evacuation routes are clear, remov-
ing trees that can contribute to fire
spread and working more closely
with private property owners to
ensure they are doing everything
possible to keep brush and vegeta-
tion clear.

“The report has many elements
of an action plan, but I don’t actual-
ly think it is a fully-fledged action
plan,” Wunderlich said. “At least in
my way of thinking, it did look into
evacuation routes, things we can do
on private property and things we
can do on public property. The drill
would be great. I think it would be
great education.”

Bosse stressed the need to act
swiftly and pressed Barton to hold a
virtual wildfire drill with residents.
Barton said he could do that in the
next two months and then hold an
actual evacuation drill around the
first of next year.

“Sounds great, I’d like to move
that up,” Bosse added.

Councilmen Julian Gold, John
Mirisch and Lester Friedman
praised the thoroughness of the
report, but said it raised questions
and concerns.

“I really do believe this is a call
to action,” Gold said. “I think we
recognize there is a risk, a growing
risk. It’s not something we can
ignore. It’s something that we have
dealt with, but it’s something now
that we need to [address] with a
greater sense of urgency.”

Mirisch said he supports more
inspections and efforts to educate
and work more closely with resi-
dents. He also cautioned about

being too hasty in removing too
many trees. Mirisch said he thinks
more consideration should be given
to the effects of climate change and
drought and the detrimental effects
tree removal may have on the com-
munity.

“I am very glad that we revisited
this because I think you see a
change. And I think that for people
to pay lip service to liking trees,
that’s great, but we all know that
they are important for carbon cap-
ture, they are important in mitigat-
ing climate change, they are impor-
tant for our urban habitat, they are
important for wildlife and they are
important for birds as well, and I
think there is that balance to be
achieved. And I think that balance
is a combination of preserving our
urban wildlands but also ... fire
safety.”

Friedman said he believes the
report is a good guide for taking
short-term and long-term action.

“Whether or not less than 100
trees are necessary to be removed, |
think that only time will tell. I think
that right now, that is a good first
step. Whatever we can do to reduce
the risk is important,” Friedman
added.

Barton said the immediate plan
will be to identify exactly which
trees will be removed. The fire
department will work with the city
arborist to eliminate trees that allow
embers and flames to quickly
spread across leaf canopies. The
chief also credited the work the fire
inspector is conducting with resi-
dents as making a difference in
helping people prepare.

“A lot of collaboration has been
going on with neighbors for the last
year-and-a-half,” Barton added.
“This work will continue. We are
confident we can continue to
reduce the risks.”

Newsom signs TV and film credit

vibrant communities.”

photo courtesy of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s Press Office

Gov. Gavin Newsom on July 21 signed SB 144 into law at Sunset
Gower Studios in Hollywood, authorizing the state to leverage its
record 2021-22 State Budget with a $330 million investment in
California’s Television and Film Tax Credit.

The investment will enable officials to build more sound stages to
meet production needs, retain and bring jobs back to the state, institu-
tionalize incentives for productions that meet below-the-line and/or
above-the-line equity efforts and ensure that the Film Tax Commission
that oversees productions that benefit from tax credits has the authority
necessary to collect data on workforce development.

“California’s iconic entertainment industry is a point of pride that
creates important revenue and opportunity for workers, businesses and
communities across the state,” the governor said. “Today’s invest-
ments ensure film and television production will continue to fuel the
California comeback through thousands of good jobs right here in the
Golden State, training opportunities to increase access, and a focus on
fostering diversity and inclusion for a workforce that better reflects our

Jury finds Ed Buck guilty
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es in Buck’s apartment are
Gemmel Moore, 26, who died on
July 27, 2017, and Timothy
Dean, 55, who died on Jan. 7,
2019.

A third man overdosed on
methamphetamine in Buck’s
apartment in September 2019 but
survived and called authorities.
Buck was arrested on Sept. 17,
2019, and was charged by the
Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s office with three drug-
related felonies. Two days later,
federal authorities stepped in and
filed nine felony counts against
Buck in connection with Moore
and Dean’s deaths, as well as
drug-related charges. The defen-
dant has since remained in feder-
al custody.

Buck was found guilty of two
federal counts of distribution of
methamphetamine resulting in
death, four counts of distributing
methamphetamine, one count of
maintaining a drug-involved
premises and two counts of
enticement to travel in interstate
commerce for prostitution.
Authorities said Buck arranged
for Moore to fly from Texas to
Los Angeles under the premise
that he would be paid for engag-
ing in sexual activity. Buck simi-
larly purchased a plane ticket for
another unidentified victim to fly
from Iowa to Los Angeles in
September 2018.

Authorities said Buck also
enticed many other men to have
sex with him for money and fre-
quently requested that they con-
sume drugs while in his apart-

ment. Some of the victims were
homeless; others were involved
in prostitution or were desperate
for money, authorities said.
Police found drugs including
methamphetamine in Buck’s
apartment, along with syringes,
glass pipes and other drug para-
phernalia.

The Moore family has filed a
wrongful death civil lawsuit
against Buck, and the case is
pending.

Activist Jasmyne Cannick,
who advocated for charges
against Buck and has represented
and supported Moore’s family
during the proceedings, said the
jury made the right decision.

“I hope that Black gay men
everywhere know that it doesn’t
matter if they’re sex workers,
escorts, gay, HIV+, poor,
unhoused or even addicted to
meth — their life matters. Your
life matters,” Cannick posted on
Twitter shortly after the verdicts
were announced. “None of this
would have been possible with-
out the hard work and dedication
of Asst. U.S. Attorneys Chelsea
Norell and Lindsay Bailey — bet-
ter known as the prosecution.
Two of the baddest women I
have come across in life. I appre-
ciate how they fought for Ed
Buck’s victims.”

Buck faces 20 years to life in
federal prison. U.S. District
Judge Christina A. Snyder has
not yet scheduled a sentencing
hearing. Buck will remain in fed-
eral custody until sentencing,
authorities said.

Schiff speaks on ‘Havana Syndrome’

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-
Calif.), chairman of the House
Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence, on July 26 spoke on
the House Floor in support of the
Helping  American  Victims
Afflicted by Neurological Attacks
Act of 2021, or the HAVANA Act.

The bill, which Schiff introduced
with Reps. Devin Nunes (R-Calif.)
and Gregory Meeks (D-N.Y.), will
grant additional authority to the
director of the Central Intelligence
Agency and the secretary of state to
provide disability benefits to
Americans afflicted by the anom-
alous health incidents in Havana,
Cuba and around the world.

“Every day, thousands of patriot-
ic Americans serve our country
abroad, representing our values and
interests across the globe,” Schiff
said. “They are diplomats, soldiers,
intelligence officers and more. But
we must never forget they are also
mothers and fathers, sisters and
brothers, and sons and daughters
who routinely make tremendous
personal sacrifices in service of
their country. And in return for their
service to our nation, we have a
sacred responsibility to make sure
we take care of them.”

He said public servants from the
intelligence community have expe-
rienced symptoms of “unknown
origins” over the past several years.

“These cases, which have been
described as Havana Syndrome or
anomalous health incidents, named
for the cohort whose symptoms
onset in Havana, remain a mys-
tery,” Schiff added. “But two things
are clear. First, we must spare no
effort to identify their source, and to
hold anyone responsible account-
able. And second, we must ensure

those who are injured receive the
highest quality of care and benefits
they need as they recover.”

He said the HAVANA Act would
expand the authority given to the
intelligence community and U.S.
Department of State in 2019 to pro-
vide compensation to personnel
experiencing such injuries, as well
as those suffering from traumatic
brain injuries.

“Due to the unique circum-
stances under which the payments
would be authorized to covered
employees, individuals and depen-
dents for certain qualifying brain
injuries, it's our intent that for taxa-
tion purposes, any benefits paid
shall be treated as payments
received under workmen’s com-
pensation acts as compensation for
personal injuries or sickness,” the
Congressman said. “Even as we
pass this legislation, our work is not
done. On a bipartisan basis, the
Intelligence Committee has contin-
ued to provide rigorous oversight of
how individuals experiencing these
health incidents were treated and
how they are being treated today.
We will continue to prioritize this
issue and put our people first.”

Answers From Page 23
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Since 1961
Family Owned & Operated

Looking for an experienced office assis-
tant to join our team! The Beverly Press
and Park Labrea News are well-estab-
lished weekly newspapers covering
hard news for Beverly Hills, West
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles.
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LEGAL NOTICE

PARK LABREA NEWS
FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
2021147226

The following person(s) are doing business
as NOT-FOR-PROFIT COUNSEL 637 S.
KINGSLEY DR., LOS ANGELES, CA
90005. THOMAS E. BRANDLIN, 637 S.
KINGSLEY DR., LOS ANGELES, CA
90005-2319. The business is conducted by:
AN INDIVIDUAL. The registrant started to
to transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name or names listed herein on
07/2006. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Los Angeles County on
JUNE 29, 2021. NOTICE - This fictitious
name statement expires five years from date
it was filed prior to that date. The filing of
this statement does not of itself authorize the
use in this state of a fictitious business name
in violation of the rights of another under
federal, state of common law. (See section
1440 et seq., Business Professions code.
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Need to publish a
DBA?
File with the
Los Angeles County Clerk
at lacounty.gov.

Email your documents to
karen@beverlypress.com
We will publish the ad 4X

and send proof of

publication to the

LA County Clerk.
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Crossword Puzzle

Across

1. Lettuce variety

5. Horse/donkey hybrid

9. Soul is its original definition

14. "Desperate Housewives" character
15. "Why should ___ you?"

16. Load of laughs

17. Turn over

18. Biol. subject

19. Takes a chance

20. Be true to yourself, millenial style
23. Corinne Bailey __ Grammy nominee
24. Prehistoric

25. Aphorism

29. Aachen article

31. Mid-seventh-century date

34. Endorse publicly

36. Government security agency, abbr.
37. City east of Santa Barbara

38. Positive millennial comment about
"Pirates of the Caribbean" star perhaps
41. Coastal raptor

42. Pittance

43. Breadwinner

44. Gas station abbr.

45. Lodge letters

46. Sells

47. Harper or Spike

48._ -fi

50.Really the straight-up truth, to a millen-
nial

58. Jacobs and Anthony

by Myles Mellor

59.Rabbit ___

60. Norse saint

61. Disney amusement park
62. Guinness of "The
Memorandum"

63. French priest

64. Distributes at a card game
65. Start from scratch

66. Spawning fish

Quiller

Down

1. Great guitarist: Jeff
2. fixe

3. Tarry

4. Pager sound

5. Mazda model

6. Forearm bones

7. Rachel's sister, in the Bible
8. Dying words to Brutus
9.Row

10. Pottery fragment

11. Times past

12. Male/female attendee

13. Elevs.

21. Blue and black bird from Asia
22. Generic

25. Wedding proposer

26. Caterpillar rival

27. Breezing through

28. Reason for an R rating
29. Endow, as with a quality
30."There ___ Mountain" (1967 Donovan
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hit) 49. Router maker

31. Islamic spirit

32. Like some chairs

33. Falsifiers

35. Banish

37. Mike Myers' character
39. Lake Superior locks
40. Sea explorer, for short
45. Wild things

47.Maj.'s superior

48. Bit

50. Cassette contents

51. Whale type

52. Shakespearean king

53. Princeton rival

54. Comedian, Bob

55. "Twittering Machine" artist

56. "Duke of ___" (1962 hit)
57. Designer Saint Laurent
58.Club ___

answers on page 22




24 July 29, 2021

LACMA IS OPEN

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

LACMA is committed to providing a safe environment for all visitors and staff.
Purchase advance timed-entry tickets online at lacma.org.

ON VIEW

ALL NEW

Cauleen Smith: Give It
or Leave It

Legacies of Exchange: Chinese
Contemporary Art from the Yuz
Foundation

Reinstallation of the Modern Art
Collection

Yoshitomo Nara

Vera Lutter: Museum
in the Camera

View From Here:
Recent Acquisitions

ALWAYS FREE FOR MEMBERS.
JOIN TODAY.

STILL ON VIEW

Barbara Kruger:
Untitled (Shafted)

Chris Burden: Metropolis ||

Do Ho Suh; 348 West
22nd Street

Mark Bradford: 150 Portrait Tone
Richard Serra: Band

Robert Irwin: Miracle Mile

Visitors in Vera Lutfer: Museum in the Camera, Los Angeles County Musaum of Art, art © Vera Lutter,

photo © Musoum Associaton/LACMA

COMING SOON

Acting Out: Cabinet Cards
and the Making of Modern
Photography, 1870-1900

Black American Portraits

Ink Dreams: Selections from
the Fondation INK Collection

The Obama Portraits Tour

LACMA

LOS ANGELES COUNTY MUSEUM OF ART
5805 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, NEAR FAIRFAX
LACMA.ORG | 323 857-6010



https://www.lacma.org
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