
Volume 31  No. 26         Serving the Beverly Hills, West Hollywood, Hancock Park and Wilshire Communities          July 1, 2021

INSIDE
• BH considering 
auditor changes 

pg. 3  
• Homicide in 

Miracle Mile pg. 4

Sunny, with 
highs in the 
70s

 BEVERLYPRESS.COM

The state of the city of West 
Hollywood is not unique – like 
cities across the country, West 
Hollywood is still reeling from the 
effects of the pandemic while wit-
nessing plenty of reasons for opti-
mism as the economy slowly, but 
steadily, returns to form.  

That was among the sentiments 
expressed on June 29, when the 
West Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce virtually hosted its 2021 
State of the City address. Chamber 
President and CEO Genevieve 
Morrill said the majority of the city’s 
businesses survived the pandemic 
and are on the road to recovery.  

“But it’s going to take solid part-
ners … to ensure that we can thrive 
over the next few years,” she said. 

Chamber Chair Nick Rimedio 
echoed her statements, saying that 
the city’s economy is showing signs 
of life, especially after an “amaz-
ing” Pride weekend. While the 
city’s streets and businesses were 
full, West Hollywood will still need 
years to recuperate, he said.   

“Now more than ever, we need a 

strong relationship with our City 
Council, with our city government 
and with the business community 
that’s built on trust, mutual respect 
and support as we rebuild these 
stronger tomorrows,” Rimedio 
added. “There are sunny days 
ahead, thank goodness, but we 
know it is going to take so much 
time to rebuild.” 

He referenced the theme of the 

event, “Open for Creativity,” and 
said the city will need to be innova-
tive in its approach toward pre-pan-
demic revenues “and better.” 
Rimedio said the new council and 
new city manager could present 
such opportunities. 

Mayor Lindsey Horvath gave the 
keynote address. She mentioned the 

A pocket park project in West 
Hollywood that has not been pub-
licly discussed since July 2020 has 
resurfaced, as city staff are look-
ing to move forward on a 1,000-
square-foot park development at 
Melrose Avenue and Norwich 
Drive.  

The West Hollywood City 
Council included the project on its 
agenda at the beginning of June, 
but technical difficulties prevent-
ed the item from being consid-
ered. Due to the delay, the city 
scheduled a community meeting 
the night of June 30, after press 
time.  

Thus far, feedback for the pro-
posed project – referred to as the 
Melrose Norwich Gathering 
Space – has been mixed, said 
Rachel Dimond, senior planner in 
the city’s Long Range Planning 
Division.  

“Frankly, I expect that type of 
response when it comes to art,” 
she said. “Art speaks to different 

people in different ways. … We
want something that creates a
respite from the city and provides
art integration into that space.
Ultimately, that’s what we’re
proposing.”

Dimond said the park is part of
the city’s Design District
Streetscape Master Plan project,
which was adopted in 2013 and
looks to “redo the entire
streetscape of that neighborhood”
by expanding sidewalks, adding

seating, improving lighting and
more. The Melrose Norwich
Gathering Space is among three
such spaces included in the pro-
ject, she said. 

The gathering space will incor-
porate fragments collected from
the demolition of the William
Pereira-designed buildings at the
Los Angeles County Museum of
Art to reimagine the space as a

After more than a year of virtual 
City Council meetings, Beverly Hills 
took the first steps toward resuming 
in-person events on June 24. 

The council discussed the 
resumption of public meetings in the 
council chambers, which they are 
ready to start “as soon as possible,” 
as Councilman John Mirisch said.  

“I really don’t see any reason 

why we shouldn’t do it as soon as 
practical in terms of having every-
thing set up and ready to go,” 
Councilman Lester Friedman said. 
“If that’s the first meeting in July or 
the second meeting in July or when-
ever, there’s no reason in my mind 
to delay any further.” 

“I don’t see any reason to delay it 
unless there’s a practical, technical 

n City primed for post-
pandemic bounce back 
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Outgoing West Hollywood City Manager Paul Arevalo said goodbye with 
a beer in hand. 

n LACMA building 
fragments incorporated  
into design 
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Pieces of the now-demolished buildings at LACMA will be repurposed 
for a park in West Hollywood. 

Project pulled from WeHo’s ‘pocket’ 

Officials address State of West Hollywood 

Beverly Hills adjusts  
mask on COVID-19 rules 

Los Angeles City Attorney 
Mike Feuer has tackled many 
challenges during his 27 years in 
public service, which sets the 
stage for what he hopes will be 
his next job as mayor of Los 

Angeles. 
Feuer said his tenure represent-

ing the Los Angeles City 
Council’s 5th District, serving in 
the California State Assembly 
and leading one of the largest city 
attorney’s offices in the United 
States has placed him in a unique 
position to guide the city into the 
future. Feuer said his aspirations 
to serve as mayor come from a 

n City attorney  
campaigns for  
2022 election
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Mike Feuer said decades of experience in public service and prob-
lem solving have prepared him to lead Los Angeles. 

Feuer promises bold 
action in bid for mayor 
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See Park page 26

See Feuer page 26

See WeHo page 25

n  In-person council meetings may return this month 
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While masks are no longer required outdoors in Beverly Hills, they con-
tinue to be required in places where children, who cannot yet be vacci-
nated, are likely to be present.  

https://dordicklaw.com
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We have News!   
 

Keeping our Hancock Park 
residents and surrounding 
neighbors updated and sharing 
important information on local, 
city and statewide issues —  
especially those that impact 
our neighborhood and quality 
of life —  is very important to the Hancock Park Homeowners 
Association.  
 
We strongly feel our ability to communicate with you and 
share timely fact-based information is crucial!  Equally im-
portant is being able to respond to our resident’s questions 
and concerns in a timely manner. 
 
We’re Expanding Our Reach & Want to Hear From You 
We are adding a number of new ways to reach you as well 
as expanding our existing networks.  Here are some of the 
ways you can find us, hear from us and communicate with 
us: 
•.    In the Larchmont Buzz - Home - Larchmont Buzz - Han-
cock Park News – on a regular basis 
•.    In the Beverly Press - https://beverlypress.com/ - Local 
news since 1946 News/ Beverly Press 
•.    On our website www.HancockPark.org 
•     Join our email list.  We send important information noti-
fications so you’ll know what’s going on in our neighborhood. 
Join our email list by using the form on our website at 
https://hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org/Contact or 
contact Jennifer DeVore at jendevore@gmail.com or Cindy 
Chvatal-Keane at snorekel@gmail.com 

 
Planning a remodel on your Hancock Park home? 
If you’re planning to make any changes to the street-visible 
portion of your house, hardscaping and windows, check with 
our HPOZ Planner Suki Gershenhorn (suki.gershenhorn@lac-
ity.org) before starting.  
The HPOZ Preservation Plan, which regulates our HPOZ, 
can be found at preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/hancock-park. 
An online form is available at preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/ini-
tial.screening.checklist. Report graffiti sightings by calling 
311 or at the City’s Anti-Graffiti Request System: 
laocb.org/programs/graffiti-abatement and by calling Hol-
lywood Beautification, 323-463-5180.   
 

www.hancockpark.org 
137 N. Larchmont Blvd. #719, Los Angeles, CA 90004 

Hollywood Improv 
Enjoy an evening of comedy during 
“Tonight at the Improv” with Gary 
Cannon, John Hastings, J.F. Harris, 
Allan Havey, Guz Khan, Brad 
Williams and Craig Robinson on 
Thursday, July 1, at 8 p.m., at the 
Hollywood Improv. Comedians 
Grant Cotter, Ahamed Weinberg, 
Adam Ray, Jay Mohr, Greg 
Fitzsimmons and Amir K will per-
form on Friday, July 2, at 10:30 
p.m.; and Frazer Smith, Dustin 
Nickerson, Brent Weinbach, Doug 
Benson, Kirk Fox, Jay Mohr and 
Pete Lee will perform on Saturday, 
July 3, at 8 p.m. Audience members 
must be 21 or older. Proof of vacci-
nation is required for entry. General 
admission is $25. 8162 Melrose 
Ave. improv.com. 
 

‘Summer Of Soul’ 
Arena Cinelounge is showing the 
film “Summer Of Soul ( … Or, 
When the Revolution Could Not)” 
running from Thursday, July 1, 
through Thursday, July 15. The 
Harlem Cultural Festival took place 
the same summer as the famed 
Woodstock festival and was attend-
ed by over 300,000 people. The film 
shows never-seen-before footage 
that remained in storage for the past 
50 years, including performances by 
Stevie Wonder, Sly and the Family 
Stone, Nina Simone and B.B. King. 
Showtime on July 1 is 7 p.m.; show-
times vary on other dates. Tickets 
are $20. 6464 Sunset Blvd. are-
nascreen.com. 
 

Photography of 
John Simmons 
The J. Paul Getty Museum, Aziz 
Gallery and the Jean Deleage Art 
Gallery at CASA 0101 Theater pre-
sent concurrent art exhibits featuring 
the photography of John Simmons 
running from Thursday, July 1, 
through different dates in July, 

August and October. “Chronicles of 
Our Culture,” featuring Simmons 
and contemporary artists throughout 
the African diaspora, will be featured 
through July 18 at Aziz Gallerie, 
3343 W. 43rd St. “Capturing Beauty: 
The Artwork and Photography of 
John Simmons” will be on display 
through Aug. 31 at the Jean Deleage 
Gallery at CASA 0101 Theater, 2102 
E. First St. “In Focus: Protest,” fea-
turing images by Simmons and oth-
ers from periods of social struggle in 
the United States, will be on display 
through Oct. 10 at the J. Paul Getty 
Museum, 1200 Getty Center Drive. 
azizgallerie.com, casa0101.org, 
getty.edu. 
 

‘Providence Part 1’ 
The Robey Theatre Company pre-
sents an online reading of the play 
“Providence Part 1,” by Albert 
Cowart Jr., on Friday, July 2, at 7 
p.m. The story is a dramatization of 
events from the life of Elizabeth 
Evelyn Wright, a woman of Black 
and Cherokee descent who founded 
Voorhees College in South Carolina. 
Set in 1888 in Talbotton, Georgia, 
the story follows Wright as a teenag-
er, compelled to pursue her dreams 
of a higher education at Booker T. 
Washington’s Tuskegee Institute in 
Alabama. With 
several obsta-
cles in her path, 
can she make 
her dreams 
come true? 
Viewing is free 
but donations 
are welcome. 
Registration is required. ther-
obeytheatrecompany.org/our-events. 
 

Jazz at LACMA 
Music lovers won’t want to miss a 
Jazz at LACMA online presentation 
on Friday, July 2, from 6 to 7 p.m. 
The Brian Swartz Quartet will per-
form, and the program includes an 

interview with 
trumpeter and 
band leader 
Swartz. While 
the in-person 
concert series is 
currently on 
hold, join the 
virtual concert experience hosted by 
LACMA’s Mitch Glickman. 
Viewing is free. lacma.org. 
 

Fireworks 
Spectacular 
The Los Angeles Philharmonic 
Association is holding the annual 
Fourth of July Fireworks 
Spectacular on Saturday, July 3, 
and, Sunday, July 4, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Hollywood Bowl. The events 
include disco-funk favorites by 
Kool & The Gang and patriotic 
music by the Hollywood Bowl 
Orchestra, conducted by Thomas 
Wilkins. Celebrate Independence 
Day with family, fireworks and fun. 
Tickets start at $26. my.hollywood-
bowl.com. 
 

LAUSD nurse 
hiring event 
The Los Angeles Unified School 
District is holding a virtual school 
nurse hiring event on Tuesday, July 13, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. School nurses 
promote student wellness and achieve-
ment by reducing health-related barri-
ers. The LAUSD is seeking knowl-
edgeable and caring nurses who are 
passionate about serving children. The 
position requires a bachelor’s degree in 
any subject and a registered nurse’s 
license. The event is being held in part-
nership with the city of Los Angeles, 
office of Mayor Garcetti, Unite L.A., 
Health Workforce Initiative and the 
Los Angeles County Department of 
Workforce Development, Aging and 
Community. For information, email 
nuckols.holly@lausd.net. To RSVP, 
visit hiringlausdnurses.eventbrite.com. 
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Los Angeles City Controller 
Ron Galperin on June 24 released 
an online dashboard that tracks 
the city’s most important finan-
cial information in real time.  

“Inside L.A. City Finances” 
contains datasets and visualiza-
tions showing the current balance 
in each of the city’s 800-plus 
funds, including the general and 
reserve funds; charts city salaries 
and overtime; and tracks budget 
revenues and expenditures. The 
first dashboard of its kind at the 
city of Los Angeles, “Inside L.A. 
City Finances” enhances the con-
troller’s open data portal by giv-
ing Angelenos a more transparent 
picture of where the city’s money 

comes from and how it is kept 
and spent. 

“Until now, there hasn’t been a 
simple way for Angelenos to 
track the city’s complex and con-
stantly changing finances in real 
time,” Galperin said. “This dash-
board makes it easy for everyone 
to see how much money is in 
each of the city’s hundreds of 
funds daily. It gives residents a 
better understanding of L.A.’s 
financial health and encourages 
even greater accountability for 
public dollars.” 

Dashboard information is 
updated regularly. For informa-
tion, visit lacontroller.org/city-
finances.  

Dashboard offers public a 
glimpse into city finances 

West Hollywood residents, work-
ers and businesses on June 23 
announced the formation of Save 
Our Services West Hollywood, or 
S.O.S. WeHo, as a response to the 
City Council declining to conduct an 
economic study of the proposed 
hotel tourism cap ordinance while 
considering its budget. The newly 
formed group plans to engage in 
extensive community conversation, 
as well as social media efforts and a 
press conference to be scheduled in 
July.  

At the City Council meeting on 
June 21, council members, led by 
Mayor Lindsey Horvath, passed the 
budget and disregarded multiple 
calls for study from Mayor Pro 
Tempore Lauren Meister, as well as 
West Hollywood residents and 
members of the business communi-
ty, S.O.S. WeHo said in a statement. 
Incoming City Manager David 
Wilson, who at the previous council 
meeting on June 5 strongly recom-
mended a study session on the hotel 
ordinance, confirmed that the budget 
contained no financial impacts relat-
ed to the item, which are estimated 
to be as high as $20 million. 

The ordinance places arbitrary 
restrictions on WeHo’s hotel indus-
try, which is historically the largest 
single source of tax income for the 
city, S.O.S. WeHo said.   

“Poorly disguised as a safety mea-
sure for hotel workers, the proposed 
tourism cap would devastate the 

economic engine that helps fund 
critical government programs we all 
rely on,” said Genevieve Morrill, 
president of the West Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce. “By effec-
tively capping overnight visitors to 
our city, this dangerous measure 
would have a ripple effect across 
West Hollywood businesses – mak-
ing a full recovery from these devas-
tating times nearly impossible for 
struggling small business owners.” 

The tourism cap under considera-
tion is dubbed a safety measure for 
hotel workers, but the ordinance 
doesn’t add any new protections, she 
said. Instead, it places a cap on work 
assignments at hotels, reducing 
capacity and taking away hours 
from workers. Instead of helping 
workers, the ordinance would result 
in less dollars earned and fewer job 
opportunities for essential workers 
that are most dependent on a strong 
economic boost from the post-pan-
demic tourism recovery, S.O.S. 
WeHo said.  

The impact on the hotels, local 
businesses, workers and resident ser-
vices is significant just as businesses 
begin recovery. During the pandem-
ic, hotel tax revenues dropped over 
40%, creating a multi-million-dollar 
deficit for the city government.   

The survey further found that up 
to $2.1 million in current overtime 
paid to housekeepers will be elimi-
nated and that opportunities for gra-
tuities will be cut in half.   

S.O.S. WeHo wants city to  
reject tourism cap ordinance 

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News
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Beverly Hills might utilize the ser-
vices of an outside audit firm instead 
of hiring a replacement for former 
City Auditor Eduardo Luna, who 

resigned from his position in March.  
Luna, the first city auditor, was 

hired in October 2018 and served 
for nearly two and a half years in 
Beverly Hills before deciding “the 
timing was right for me personally 
to step down,” he told the council in 
March. 

In a discussion of the topic during 
the June 24 study session, a majori-
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After City Auditor Eduardo Luna stepped down in March, the Beverly 
Hills City Council may utilize an external firm for performance audits.

it’s probably even more difficult to 
find contract audit firms that really 
have the expertise of local govern-
ment auditors,” Hogan said.  

Mirisch echoed her in suggesting 
that there may not be a qualified 
outside company that could con-
duct performance audits for the city. 

“I’m not convinced there are 
firms that can do it in the manner in 
which we want,” Mirisch said. 

Wunderlich argued that using an 
external firm is “also not a guaran-
tee of getting what we want” for 
audits. 

“I think developing that trusted 
advisor relationship depends on 
having somebody who’s around 
virtually all the time … I’m not sure 
we’d gain that if we outsource the 
totality of the function,” 
Wunderlich said. 

Wunderlich added that outsourc-
ing audits on an individual basis 

would be “a significant step back-
wards” for the city.  

“It wouldn’t provide the benefits 
of … the ability to look at our city, 
the organization, as a whole, as 
opposed to the specific contract 
they’re involved in,” Wunderlich 
said. 

The other council members 
agreed that they would attempt to 
find one firm that could meet the 
bulk of the city’s auditing needs.  

“I would really like to go out and 
find an audit firm that could meet a 
significant percentage of our 
needs,” Gold added. 

Despite their differences on the 
mechanics, the council members 
seemed to agree about the impor-
tance of the auditing function for 
the city. 

“I don’t think this is something 
we can drop the ball on,” Mirisch 
said.

Beverly Hills auditor may not be replaced 
ty of the council supported a plan to 
explore the hiring of an external 
audit firm, which would first 
answer to the City Council liaison 
Audit and Finance Committee, then 
to the full City Council.  

The three majority council mem-
bers argued that having an external 
audit firm –  instead of a city-
employed auditor – provides a truly 
objective assessment of the city 
government.  

“I just don’t see the independence 
when the person is an employee of 
the city,” Councilman Lester 
Friedman said. 

Councilman Julian Gold added 
that “any audit needs to be indepen-
dent or it’s not credible.” 

“True independence comes from 
having no connection to the city, not 
being a city employee,” Gold said. 

Vice Mayor Lili Bosse also sup-
ported outsourcing the city’s audits.  

While three members were in 
support, Mayor Robert Wunderlich 
and Councilman John Mirisch 
expressed concerns with the plan to 
utilize an outside firm. Mirisch in 
particular was influenced by the 
issues raised by Ann-Marie Hogan 
of the Association of Local 
Government Auditors, who spoke 
during public comment and 
answered questions from the coun-
cil.  

“I’ve found – and the cities that 
I’ve worked with have found – that 
the firms that do ‘internal audit 
work’ … generally don’t seem to be 
issuing audits according to govern-
ment auditing standards and often 
will be issuing reports that aren’t 
audits … As difficult as it is to find 
qualified city auditors, I would say 

n Outside contractor 
might be hired

BY CAMERON KISZLA                 

Los Angeles City Councilman 
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, on 
June 30 led the council in a unan-
imous vote that renews and 
expands his program to provide 
assistance to unaccompanied, 
homeless migrant youth aged 16 
through 24. 

“Los Angeles is home to the 
largest concentrations of Central 
Americans from outside of their 
respective countries, including 
many who live in my district,” 
O’Farrell said. “Since taking 
office, I’ve traveled to the U.S. 
border and have observed first-
hand the plight of unaccompa-
nied migrant youth who are 
homeless and in need. I’m 
pleased to have the unanimous 
support of my colleagues in mov-
ing this vital program forward.” 

The council’s vote renews and 
expands the initial pilot begun in 
2020. The program is adminis-
tered on behalf of the city by the 
Salvadoran Education and 

Leadership Fund, which provides 
dedicated case management ser-
vices. Los Angeles is a destina-
tion for many transitional-aged 
youth from across the United 
States and the world, and coun-
cil’s adoption of this policy 
ensures that there is a holistic 
approach focused on saving all 
youth. To date, the program has 
been successful in housing and 
saving many migrant youths 
from experiencing homelessness 
in Los Angeles. 

“SALEF works day and night 
to give voice, bring justice and 
provide resources to communi-
ties in need,” said Jocelyn Duarte, 
executive director of SALEF. 
“Unaccompanied migrant youth 
are an especially vulnerable pop-
ulation. We are grateful to 
Councilmember O’Farrell for his 
leadership and are proud to part-
ner with the city to provide direct 
assistance to those who need it 
the most.”

L.A. City Council expands  
program for migrant youth 

http://beverlyhills.org/departments/firedepartment/wildfireassessment/web.jsp?NFR=1&NFR=1


A male suspect who police said 
was shot and killed by a private 
security guard during an alleged 
robbery on June 25 outside the 
Hollywood Hills home of fashion 
mogul Richard Saghian has been 
identified as Ethan Wilson Jr., of 
Los Angeles. 

Two other male suspects who 
were arrested for the alleged 
crime have not been identified by 
police. The incident remains 
under investigation by the Los 
Angeles Police Department’s 
Robbery-Homicide Bureau, 
which oversees high-profile cases. 

The shooting was reported at 
approximately 2:05 a.m. in the 
1400 block of Blue Jay Way, in 
the Bird Streets area of the 
Hollywood Hills, north of the 
Sunset Strip. Police believe the 
suspects followed a Rolls Royce 
belonging to Saghian, who is 
CEO of the company Fashion 
Nova. Two men armed with 
handguns and wearing ski masks 
allegedly exited the vehicle and 
forced two victims in the Rolls 
Royce to exit and lay on the 
ground, police said. The suspects 
attempted to steal luxury watches 
and jewelry, authorities added. 

As the robbery was occurring, 
an armed security guard exited 
the home and exchanged gunfire 
with the suspects, police said. 

Authorities did not identify the 
victims. Media reports stated they 
were business associates of 
Saghian. He had already entered 
the home and was not injured. 
Detectives have not announced 
whether Saghian was specifically 
targeted or the suspects randomly 
saw the Rolls Royce and fol-
lowed it with the intent of robbing 
the occupants of the vehicle. 

After the exchange of gunfire 
with the security guard, who was 
also shot and hospitalized in criti-
cal condition, the suspects fled in 
an Audi described as the getaway 
car, police said. Officers pulled 
the car over near Santa Monica 
Boulevard and Doheny Drive. 
The deceased suspect had sus-
tained a gunshot to the abdomen 
and was pronounced dead at the 
scene, police said. A second sus-
pect was shot in the ankle and 
was treated at a hospital before 
being turned over to police. The 
third suspect was not injured and 
was taken into custody. A gun 
was found in the vehicle, police 
said. 

Detectives are trying to deter-
mine the sequence of events lead-
ing up to the alleged robbery and 
whether the suspects were 
involved in similar previous hold-
ups in the Hollywood area. The 
suspects are facing robbery 
charges. Anyone with informa-
tion is urged to call LAPD 
Robbery-Homicide Division 
detectives at (213)486-6840. 
During weekends and off-hours, 
call the LAPD’s hotline at 
(877)LAPD247.
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The Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s Office is warning people 
to beware of caller ID spoofing 
scams that can make phone calls 
appear like they are being made from 
legitimate numbers. 

The scams are becoming very 
common, according to law enforce-
ment authorities. Criminals use soft-
ware and electronic equipment to 
make automated phone calls appear 

to be from local numbers, known 
companies and legitimate govern-
ment agencies. The perpetrators 
often convince victims to reveal con-
fidential personal information lead-
ing to identity and financial theft. 

Members of the public are warned 
to hang up and do not press any num-
bers if a robocall is received.  

For information, visit da.lacoun-
ty.gov.

D.A.’s office warns of phone scams 

U.S. District Judge R. Gary 
Klausner on June 22 granted a tem-
porary restraining order that stops 
the government from using civil 
forfeiture to take the contents of 
safe deposit boxes seized in the 
FBI’s raid on Beverly Hills compa-
ny U.S. Private Vaults. Jeni 
Pearsons and her husband, Michael 
Storc, along with Joseph Ruiz and 
Travis May, joined with the 
Institute for Justice to fight the 
unconstitutional seizure and the 
FBI’s attempt to take their cash and 
valuables. 

In May, the FBI sent a 19-page 
forfeiture notice to the attorneys for 
U.S. Private Vaults, informing the 
company the FBI was seeking to 
forfeit the contents of hundreds of 
safe deposit boxes – including over 
$85 million in cash and millions 
more in precious metals, jewelry 
and other valuables. The FBI sent 
similar letters to many of the indi-
vidual box holders. 

Klausner’s order stated those 
notices violated due process. 

“This notice, put bluntly, pro-
vides no factual basis for the 
seizure of plaintiffs’ property what-

soever,” Klausner said. 
“Hundreds of innocent people 

have had their lives turned upside 
down by the government’s $85 mil-
lion cash grab,” Institute for Justice 
senior attorney Robert Frommer 
said. “This order squarely rejects 
the government’s anemic notices as 
an unconstitutional attempt to take 
box holders’ property for no good 
reason.” 

Civil forfeiture is a legal process 
that allows the government to per-
manently take property without 
charging anyone with a crime. In 
the situation involving U.S. Private 
Vaults, the government has indicted 
the company, alleging it violated 
federal law, but it has not charged 
or alleged any crime by any of the 
individual box holders. The FBI 
still moved forward to take almost 
400 box holders’ property forever, 
Frommer said. 

The order halts the forfeiture 
process for the four box holders 
who are named as plaintiffs in 
Institute for Justice’s lawsuit. It pre-
vents the government from taking 
the property without first sending 
“forfeiture notices that identify the 

specific factual and legal basis for 
the government’s determination to 
commence civil forfeiture proceed-
ings.” 

“While the order formally 
applies just to our four clients, the 
reasoning of the order applies to 
every one of the hundreds of U.S. 
Private Vaults box holders in this 
situation,” Institute for Justice 
senior attorney Rob Johnson said. 
“If the government presses forward 
with these forfeitures now, it will be 
defying the court. We’re calling on 
the FBI and the U.S. Attorney to do 
the right thing, to follow the judge’s 
ruling and to bring these sham for-
feiture proceedings to a close.” 

For information, visit ij.org.

Judge stops property forfeitures in private vaults case

A 60-year-old woman has been 
charged with murder for allegedly 
shooting a man on June 23 near the 
corner of Wilshire Boulevard and 
Ridgeley Drive in the Miracle Mile. 

The shooting occurred at approx-
imately 12:40 p.m. on a sidewalk 
along Ridgely Drive. Both the sus-
pect and unidentified victim – a 
man in his 40s – are believed to be 
homeless, said Capt. Shannon 
Paulson, with the Los Angeles 
Police Department’s Wilshire 
Division. Officers located the sus-
pect later that day in the neighbor-
hood, she said. The suspect and vic-
tim did not know each other, 
Paulson added.  

“The shooting happened on a 
sidewalk adjacent to a Ralph’s (gro-
cery store),” Paulson said. “The sus-
pect had fled prior to officers arriv-
ing on scene. They later located her 
in the immediate vicinity of the 
homicide scene.” 

Multiple witnesses called 911 
after the shooting, Paulson added. 
Authorities found the victim, who 
police said was in his 40s, suffering 
from gunshot wounds and trans-
ported him to a hospital, where he 
later died. 

Paulson said based on witness 

accounts, the suspect argued with 
the victim before the shooting. The 
suspect fled in a car, which officers 
found shortly after 7 p.m. on June 
23, she said. 

The suspect, Eva Fekete, surren-
dered without further incident, and 
officers recovered a gun in the car, 
Paulson added. The captain did not 
know who owned the vehicle and 
gun, which is part of the investiga-
tion. Fekete is believed to be the 
only suspect involved, she said. 

“We know she had access to a 
vehicle and had a gun. We know 
they had a verbal altercation there,” 
Paulson added. “West Bureau 

Homicide is handling the investiga-
tion and still putting the pieces 
together.” 

Fekete pleaded not guilty to a 
murder charge on June 25, accord-
ing to Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s Office spokesman Greg 
Risling. She remains in custody in 
lieu of $3 million bail at the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department’s Century Regional 
Detention Facility. Fekete is next 
expected to appear in court for a 
preliminary hearing on July 9. 

Anyone with information is urged 
to call the LAPD’s West Bureau 
Homicide Unit at (213)382-9470.

Suspect arrested for Miracle Mile murder

photo by Edwin Folven 

Ridgeley Drive was closed for hours north of Wilshire Boulevard on June 
23 while police investigated a murder.

The Los Angeles Human 
Relations Commission recently 
released a three-year report on polic-
ing and the Black community titled, 
“Community Dinner Dialogue Pilot 
Program and Reconvening Report.” 

Numerous recommendations 
were made in the report based on 
four recurring themes of community 
engagement, transparency, account-
ability and training. The Los 
Angeles Police Department fully 
embraces and supports the recom-
mendations, Police Chief Michel 
Moore said. 

“The department looks forward to 
opportunities to continue to expand 
dialogues like these and others,” 
Moore added. “We are listening and 
embracing ways we can build 
greater equity and show our respect 
for all people. We are grateful for the 
feedback which drives us to be true 
to our core value of quality through 
continuous improvement.” 

The LAPD plans to continue 
working with the Human Relations 
Commission toward common goals. 
For information, visit lapdonline.org 
and civilandhumanrights.lacity.org.

LAPD forges stronger ties with  
Human Relations Commission 

MELROSE TRADING POST 
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SHE SINGS
SHE SWINGS
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Music in the Garden

melrosetradingpost.org

LOCAL ART • ANTIQUES •  COLLECTIBLES • HANDMADE   
& VINTAGE FURNITURE AND HOME DECOR • VINTAGE FASHION 
LOCAL DESIGNERS • JEWELRY • PLANTS  • FOOD • & MORE!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT

LIVE MUSIC ON THE MTP GARDEN STAGE • PRESENTED BY

@MTPFairfax@melrosetradingpost

n Alleged assailant 
found in same area  
hours later
By edwin folven                 

By edwin folven                 

n Security guard shot 
and killed one of the 
alleged suspects

Shooting at fashion mogul 
Saghian’s home investigated

https://melrosetradingpost.org


Beverly Press/Park Labrea News 5  July 1, 2021

La Brea & Melrose at Pink’s Square 
www.pinkshollywood.com

Voted #1 Hot Dog in California! 
L.A.’s Top Hot Dog Stand since 1939!

36 Hot Dog Varieties • A Dozen Varieties of Hamburgers • Yummy Fries & Onion Rings!

Celebrating  
81 Years!

@theofficialpinkshotdogs 
@pinkshotdogs 
#pinkshotdogs 

We Cater! 
CateringByPinks@gmail.com 

Sunday to Wednesday:  
9:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Thursday to Saturday:  
9:30 a.m. to 1 a.m.

CCeelleebbrraattee  tthhee  44tthh  ooff   JJuullyy  
&&  NNaattiioonnaall   HHoott  DDoogg  MMoonntthh  

http://www.pinkshollywood.com


In an email to constituents, Los 
Angeles City Councilwoman 
Nithya Raman, 4th District, 
announced new team members 
for the council office.  

“Our new hires bring enthusi-
asm, dedication and unique areas 
of expertise, and we know they 
will be incredibly valuable in 
serving our district,” Raman said.  

Mehmet Berker joins the team 
as the field deputy for Bel Air-
Beverly Crest, Greater Toluca 
Lake, and Hollywood Hills West 
(north portion) neighborhood 
councils. Mehmet comes to 
District 4 with six years’ experi-
ence as a freelance cartographer, 
GIS analyst and graphic design-
er, with clients ranging from eco-
nomic development firms to 
urban planners. An alumnus of 
the University of Minnesota, 
Mehmet moved to Los Angeles 
nine years ago and lives in 
Hollywood with his wife, 
Madeline. Berker also has served 
as chair of the Mid City West 
Community Council Planning 
and Land Use Committee. 

Stella Stahl joins the team as 
the new director of communica-
tions. Born and raised in Silver 
Lake, she holds a bachelor’s 
degree in political science and 
theatre from Northwestern 
University and joins the CD4 
team after four and a half years in 
the nonprofit sector at both 
Planned Parenthood Los Angeles 
and Baby2Baby. She has experi-
ence developing creative content, 
mobilizing supporters, building 
community partnerships and 
advocating for causes.  

Rachel Fox, who has served 
District 4 as a field deputy since 
2017, will transition into her new 
role as deputy district director, 
where she will be overseeing 
constituent services and field 
operations, including community 
engagement, working with city 
departments to execute neighbor-
hood projects and initiatives that 
help improve the quality of life 
for residents in Council District 
4.  

Helene Rotolo joins the office 
as the field deputy for the Silver 
Lake, Los Feliz and Hollywood 
United neighborhood council 
areas, as well as Griffith Park. 
Rotolo began her career with the 
city of Los Angeles as an intern 
for Mayor Eric Garcetti, and then 
the Office of the City 
Administrative Officer under the 
city’s Homeless Coordinator. 
After spending time working 
with the Department of City 
Planning at the Development 
Services Center, she returned to 
the CAO to continue her work in 
homelessness. Most recently, 
Rotolo has been a project coordi-
nator for the Mayor’s A Bridge 
Home program, overseeing feasi-
bility analysis, construction bud-
gets and contract negotiations for 
20 shelter projects, including two 
in Council District 4. She holds a 
master’s in public administration 
from Cal State Long Beach. 

Sarah Tanberg, the previous 
field deputy for the area, will 
transition into her new role as 
homelessness deputy, supporting 
and working with Homelessness 
Coordinator Liz Oh. 

Meghan Choi, deputy chief of 
staff and director of organizing, 
is also leaving Raman’s office.  

For information, visit coun-
cildistrict4.lacity.org. 
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Progress continues on an afford-
able housing development for 
artists in Hollywood. 

The Hollywood Arts Collective, 
located on the south side of 
Hollywood Boulevard between 
Wilcox Avenue and Schrader 
Boulevard, will include 151 units – 
all affordable and set aside for 
households making 60% of the area 
median income or below – as well 
as art-centric amenities like gal-
leries, rehearsal space and a theater. 
The $120 million project from the 
Actors Fund and affordable housing 
developer Thomas Safran and 
Associates will house the headquar-
ters for the Actors Fund Western 
Region. 

On June 29, the Los Angeles City 
Council voted 14-0 to give the pro-
ject more procedural approvals. 
Councilman Curren Price, 9th 
District, was absent.  

The arts building opens onto 
Hollywood Boulevard, which Los 
Angeles City Councilman Mitch 
O’Farrell, 13th District, said makes 
it “a perfect fit for the Heart of 
Hollywood” initiative, the council-
man’s plan to renovate the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame. 
O’Farrell added that “my team and 
I have worked tirelessly to bring 
[the Hollywood Arts Collective] to 
fruition.” 

“The rehabilitation and expan-

Arts collective sees more positive momentum 

O’Farrell advocates for Native 
Americans in Los Angeles 

Los Angeles City Councilman 
Mitch O’Farrell, a member of the 
Wyandotte Nation and the first 
Native American on the Los 
Angeles City Council, on June 25 
took two actions that intend to 
increase Native American visibility 
and equity in Los Angeles. 

O’Farrell, 13th district, intro-
duced a resolution, seconded by 
Council President Nury Martinez, 
6th District, that congratulated the 
Los Angeles City/County Native 
American Indian Commission on 
its 45th anniversary. LANAIC was 
originally formed on June 25, 
1976. 

O’Farrell also introduced a 
motion, seconded by Councilman 
Marqueece Harris-Dawson, 8th 
District, that directs the City’s Civil 
and Human Rights Department, 
with the assistance of various other 
agencies, to report on a formal apol-
ogy from the city of Los Angeles. 
The apology would be similar to the 
state of California apology issued 
by Gov. Gavin Newsom in 2019. 
The motion also calls for a report 
on progress on various initiatives 
such as the city’s Civic Memory 

Working Group and the implemen-
tation of Assembly Bill 52 as it 
relates to tribal/city communica-
tions and notices, and to make rec-
ommendations on policies to better 
serve Native Americans. 

O’Farrell previously worked 
with the LANAIC on the historic 
establishment of Indigenous 
People’s Day in Los Angeles, for-
mally replacing Columbus Day on 
the city’s official calendar. There 
are three tribal nations in the city 
that predate the Spanish Mission 
System: Ventureño-Chumash, 
Gabrieleño-Tongva and 
Fernandeño-Tataviam, each recog-
nized as California Tribal 
Governments. 

“The motion I introduced today 
is bold, and for good reason,” 
O’Farrell said. “The city of Los 
Angeles has never formally apol-
ogized for its treatment of the 
Indigenous Native American 
communities who originally 
inhabited this land. We can and 
must do better – not just in 
acknowledging our past, but in 
building a better future for Native 
communities in L.A.”

n Hollywood project 
closer to becoming  
reality 
BY CAMERON KISZLA                 

rendering courtesy of the Actors Fund 

The Hollywood Arts Collective includes more than 150 units of affordable 
housing for artists. 

sion of the arts and cultural spaces 
directly on Hollywood Boulevard 
will perfectly complement the 
150 units of 100% covenanted 
affordable housing targeted for 
artists and those that appreciate 

the arts,” O’Farrell said in an 
email. 

A representative for Thomas 
Safran and Associates was not 
available for an interview before 
press time.

photo courtesy of the CD4 office 

Mehmet Berker

Raman appoints team members 

https://lovebeverlyhills.com/things-to-do/view/beverly-hills-farmers-market


Councilman John D’Amico absent, 
the vote would have to be unani-
mous, she said.   

Given the absence of D’Amico, 
who is an OUT Zone proponent, 
Councilman John Erickson called 
for the council to table the item 
until its meeting on July 21, when 
D’Amico will be present. City 
Attorney Lauren Langer said the 
council would need to make a deci-
sion or give staff some direction 
about the item at the meeting — as 
it was part of an executive order — 
even if the council opted to change 

“I think we do 
need to think 

about residents 
that live in that 
area and [that] 

they want to have 
some quiet on the 

weekends.” 
 

-Sepi Shyne, 
West Hollywood  

City Councilwoman

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News 7  July 1, 2021

“Man is the only animal that blushes. OR needs to.”  
 
Mark Twain 
[Samuel Clemens] 
1835-1910 
 
“Pudd’nhead Wilson’s New Calendar” 
 
 
 

(source: “Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations”)

Notable quotes

Live entertainment silenced in OUT Zones 
n City continues to 
remove pandemic  
measures
BY AARON BLEVINS                    

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD  
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood 
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to consi-
der the following item: 

 
LOCATIONS:            8760 SHOREHAM DRIVE,  
                                 West Hollywood, California 
 
REQUEST: Applicant is requesting to de-

molish existing duplex structure 
and construct a new, three-story 
(with mezzanine) residential 
apartment building with eleven 
market rate units over subter-
ranean parking. 

 
PERMIT(S):              Demolition Permit, Develop-

ment Permit, Modification Per-
mit, and any other required 
permits. 

 
APPLICANT(S):       John Mebasser, Architect 
  
TIME/PLACE            Teleconference Meeting 
OF HEARING:          Thursday, July 15, 2021 
                                  at 6:30 p.m. 
                                 Given the local, state and na-

tion state of emergency, this 
meeting will be a teleconfer-
enced meeting (with detailed 
instructions for participation in-
cluded on the posted agenda). 

 
ZONES:                    R4A (Residential, Multi-Family 

High Density) 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS:                   Categorically exempt from the 

provisions of the California En-
vironmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), pursuant to Section 
§15332 (In-Fill Development 
Projects) 

 
DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND STATE OF 
EMERGENCY, CITY HALL IS CURRENTLY 
CLOSED.  The staff report will be available on Thurs-
day, July 9, 2020 on-line at www.weho.org  
 
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone 
else raised at the Public Hearing described in this no-
tice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the 
West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Plan-
ning & Development Services Department at, or prior 
to, the Public Hearing. 
 
If you require special assistance to participate in this 
meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you 
must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office 
of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours 
prior to the meeting.   
 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to partici-
pate in said Public Hearing to express their opinion in 
this matter. 
 
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND 
WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY OF THE AGENDA 
AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER IN-
FORMATION regarding this item, contact Dereck Pu-
rificacion, Associate Planner in the Planning & 
Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; 
or via email at:  dpurificacion@weho.org  
 
Melissa Crowder, Acting City Clerk 
 
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для 
дополнительной информации на русском 
языке звоните: 323-848-6826.

With California’s economy 
almost fully reopened, the city of 
West Hollywood is continuing to 
roll back its OUT Zone permit pro-
gram, which made it easier for busi-
nesses to expand operations out-
doors amid the pandemic.  

The West Hollywood City 
Council voted to discontinue live 
entertainment in all but one OUT 
Zone on June 14, essentially push-
ing businesses to take those opera-
tions back indoors. Last week, the 
city essentially ended live entertain-
ment in OUT Zones – which stands 
for Outdoor Use Temporary Zones 
– altogether.  

Council members voted unani-
mously to remove live entertain-
ment from OUT on Robertson, a 
pilot project that closed Robertson 
Boulevard between Santa Monica 
Boulevard and Melrose Avenue pri-
marily on the weekends.  

Councilwoman Sepi Shyne said 
she originally approved the 
Robertson pilot because she envi-
sioned the area hosting food trucks, 
yoga classes, sober community 
meetings or the like.  

“To me, adding extra noise to all 
of that is [excessive],” she said, 
adding that she would support a 
one-time event if the circum-
stances were right. “I think we do 
need to think about residents that 
live in that area and [that] they 
want to have some quiet on the 
weekends.” 

Mayor Pro Tempore Lauren 
Meister agreed, stating that the city 
already has a process for businesses 
to get a permit for outdoor enter-
tainment.  

“There used to be noise com-
plaints [in that area] all the time up 
until COVID,” she said. “Just hav-
ing that live entertainment, I think it 
will be a mistake.” 

Mayor Lindsey Horvath noted 
that, due to the council voting on an 
amendment to an urgency ordi-
nance, four of the five council 
members were required to approve 
the measure for it to pass. With 

its decision later.  
Shyne made a motion to rescind 

the current order, which nullified 
outdoor entertainment on OUT on 
Robertson, until July so that staff 
could bring more information. 

Some neighbors are happy to 
hear that the noise will cease. 

“I think it was a good decision,” 
said Manny Rodriguez, vice presi-
dent of the West Hollywood West 
Residents Association. “The enter-
tainment and the music belong 
inside, not outside.” 

He has spoken out against OUT 
on Robertson due to the fact that it 
closed Robertson Boulevard on the 
weekends and has not been the 
draw that the community was led to 
believe it would be. “[It is time] to 
give public property back to the 
public,” Rodriguez added.  

“It’s time to get back to nor-
mal,” he said, adding that the 
majority of the amenities of the 
OUT Zones benefitted paying cus-
tomers of the nearby businesses, 
not the community. “We want our 
sidewalks back. … It’s the way it’s 
worked forever, and it’s worked 
very well.” 

Following last week’s meeting, 
city staff stated that West 
Hollywood would be preparing all 
of the necessary documentation to 
remove live entertainment from all 
OUT Zones, including Out on 
Robertson. 

BY AARON BLEVINS                    

photo by Cameron Kiszla 

West Hollywood’s OUT on Robertson program will no longer allow live 
entertainment outdoors.

The Hollywood Chapter of the 
National Organization for Women, 
which aims for equality and justice 
for women in Hollywood and West 
Hollywood, has officially endorsed 
Mayor Lindsey P. Horvath for Los 
Angeles County supervisor. 

“We are thrilled to support Mayor 
Horvath for Los Angeles County 
supervisor in 2022,” Chapter 
President Karen Andros Eyres said. 
“As mayor of West Hollywood, she 
has proven herself as a fearless, 
intersectional feminist who is fight-

ing to ensure the rights of all 
women are protected. We trust that 
she will continue to further these 
ideals as our next county supervi-
sor.”  

“I am honored that Hollywood 
NOW has put their trust in me as 
the next county supervisor from 
District 3, and I will continue my 
commitment to prioritizing the 
advancement of women’s rights 
and feminist values,” Horvath said. 
“We’ve seen during this pandemic 
that women have borne the brunt of 

Hollywood NOW endorses Horvath for supervisor 
the crisis, and I look forward to 
working with Hollywood NOW to 
ensure that our county supports 
women through the recovery and 
paves the way for a brighter, more 
equitable future.” 

Hollywood NOW joins a list of 
endorsements from Los Angeles 
County leaders for Horvath’s cam-
paign, including Supervisor Janice 
Hahn, 4th District; Plumbers & 
Fitters Local 761; Laborers Local 
300; Compton Mayor Aja Brown, 
48 local mayors and City Council 
members, Los Angeles Community 
College District Trustee David Vela, 
the California Contract Cities 
Association PAC, Vice Mayor of 
Beverly Hills Lili Bosse, Beverly 
Hills City Councilmen Lester 
Friedman and Julian Gold, Long 
Beach Mayor Robert Garcia and 
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, who cur-
rently represents the 3rd District.  

Horvath was elected to the West 
Hollywood City Council in 2015 
and previously served from 2009 to 
2011.    

For information, visit lindseyhor-
vath.com  

https://www.weho.org


that are local, defined as businesses 
located in Los Angeles County or the 
state of California. The city is cur-
rently prohibited from providing an 
additional bid preference for con-
tracts for businesses located within 
the city. If the charter is amended to 
add “city of Los Angeles” to the def-
inition of “local,” the city would be 
permitted to have an additional pref-
erence for L.A. businesses, Koretz 
said. 

“The city of L.A. is already one of 
the most expensive places in the 
country to do business, creating a cli-
mate in which businesses are forced 
to compete against firms with lower 
labor and business costs from neigh-
boring cities, counties and states,” 
said Koretz, 5th District. “This pro-
posed charter amendment is a no-
brainer and an opportunity to provide 
a bump to hundreds of local, small 
businesses, many of which have been 

seriously impacted by the pandemic 
and struggled to stay afloat over the 
last 15 months.” 

According to the National Institute 
for Public Procurement, models of 
local bid preferences across the coun-
try have assisted municipalities in 
setting and achieving social policy 
goals to assist residents, and improve 
and protect the local economy, 
Koretz added. In 2019 and 2020, the 
city of Los Angeles awarded nearly 
$3 billion in contracts, approximately 
$600 million of which went to busi-
nesses  in Los Angeles County. The 
benefit of keeping tax dollars spent 
on contracts in Los Angeles could 
have a substantial positive impact on 
the development, enrichment, 
growth, expansion and retention of 
the local business community and the 
city’s workforce, Koretz added. 

The motion next heads to the 
Rules, Elections and 
Intergovernmental Relations 
Committee before being considered 
by the full City Council.

The Wilshire Division’s current 
commanding officer, Capt. 
Shannon Paulson, reflected on 
progress and challenges in address-
ing a spike in crime in the area as 
she prepares to leave for a new 
assignment as assistant command-
ing officer of the LAPD’s Counter-
Terrorism and Special Operations 
Bureau. The station’s new leader, 
Capt. Sonia Monico, will soon take 
the reins at the police station. 

The target date for the transition 
is Aug. 1, but Paulson said it 
remains fluid and could be earlier 
depending on LAPD administrative 
decisions. Paulson believes her 
tenure at the station has been pro-
ductive and that crime rates have 
started decreasing. She credited the 
personnel at the Wilshire Division 
for achieving the successes and 
added that her work in the commu-
nity will continue until her final 
day. 

“I am sorry to be leaving 
Wilshire. I have had a good time 
here,” said Paulson, who will be 
promoted to the rank of commander 
in her new assignment. “There have 
been a lot of challenges over the last 
year with the pandemic. Obviously, 
we are seeing an unfortunate trend 
in crime, not just here, but nation-
wide and throughout our city. While 
it isn’t reflected in the Wilshire 
Division to the extent of what some 
other areas are experiencing, we are 
definitely seeing some of that.” 

Paulson, who joined the LAPD in 

1991 and was assigned to the 
Wilshire Division in early 2020, 
said her primary focus was reduc-
ing violent crime. She addressed 
recent homicides, which she said 
get a lot of attention and cause fear 
in communities. There have been 
eight murders reported in the divi-
sion so far this year compared to 
two in 2020, she said. They include 
a murder in late March in which a 
man believed to have been a tran-
sient stabbed a 31-year-old Beverly 
Grove resident and then took his 
own life, as well as two fatal shoot-
ings in the Melrose area on Jan. 11 
and Feb. 26. 

“Keep in mind, 2020 was an 
anomaly [because of the pandem-
ic]. For the most part, the [homi-
cides] have been singular incidents, 
products of disputes or altercations 
among known parties,” Paulson 
said. “In every one, a suspect or 
suspects are in custody. With the 
last two (on June 16 at Park La Brea 
and on June 23 at Wilshire 
Boulevard and Ridgeley Drive), we 
have had suspects in custody within 
hours.” 

Paulson said another serious 
issue is an increase in robberies, 
including a series of hold-ups in the 
Melrose area this spring in which 
suspects targeted people wearing 
luxury watches and jewelry. 

“We started off the year with a 
severe increase in the robbery rate, 
and that is violent crime that really 
concerns us,” Paulson said. “We 
have been gradually chipping away 
at it. We are starting to see reduc-
tions.” 

Throughout the first three months 
of the year, robberies were up by 
more than 50% compared to the 
same period during the previous 

year. Currently, robberies are 18% 
higher in 2021 compared to the first 
six months of 2020. 

“That is the continued focus. We 
are working on it on a daily basis,” 
Paulson said. “We have had a lot of 
success. The detectives have done 
incredible work in putting investi-
gations together. Officers have been 
active on patrols to suppress crime 
patterns.” 

The captain said the reduction in 
robberies is partly linked to arrests 
made in March of two alleged rob-
bery suspects in the Melrose area, 
as well as a high-profile police pres-
ence in areas where there are many 
shoppers and tourists like the 
Melrose and Fairfax districts, The 
Grove, Original Farmers Market 
and Beverly Center. 

“We have broken up some pat-
terns and clusters,” she said. “We 
believe small groups were responsi-
ble for some of this increase in 
crime, and we have made arrests 
and are addressing them.” 

Paulson said the Wilshire 
Division is fortunate because there 
are a multitude of individuals and 
community organizations willing to 
partner with police. She said build-
ing relationships and fostering trust 
among residents and people who 
work in or visit the area is key. 
Moving forward, she hopes the 
department and the community will 
continue to embrace technology 
like Zoom, which allows more peo-
ple to come together and share 
information. 

“As we move out of the health 
crisis, community engagement will 
be more important than ever,” 
Paulson said. “One of my main 
suggestions would be to engage in 
a hybrid approach to our communi-
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By edwin folven                 

Voters may decide on contractor preference in L.A.

Outgoing police leader optimistic about future

photo by Edwin Folven 

Capt. Shannon Paulson, who will soon leave the LAPD’s Wilshire 
Division for a new assignment, said progress was made in reducing 
crime during her tenure. 

Los Angeles City Councilmen 
Paul Koretz, Bob Blumenfield and 
Marqueece Harris-Dawson have 
introduced a motion that would cre-
ate a ballot measure in 2022 to 

amend the city charter and provide 
additional contracting preference to 
businesses located in Los Angeles.  

The city charter currently allows 
for a bid preference for businesses 

ty meetings, such as the 
Community Police Advisory Board 
and others. We saw a lot more peo-
ple participating in the virtual for-
mat. 

Paulson said the department is 
already working to ensure a seam-
less transition when Capt. Monico 
assumes command. Residents can 
expect the same high-level of com-
munity engagement and crime sup-
pression work by law enforcement 
personnel in the Wilshire Division, 
Paulson added. 

“That will not change. The work 
we do and the service we provide 
will stay the same,” she said. “Be 
engaged with your police depart-
ment, know who your senior lead 
officer is, ask questions. A commu-

nity that is more communal, more 
engaged with each other, is a safer 
community.”

n Wilshire Division  
captain outlines efforts 
to address crime

LaBonge memorialized  
at Silver Lake Reservoir

photo courtesy of the 13th District council office 

The late former Los Angeles Councilman Tom LaBonge, who died 
on Jan. 7, was honored on June 24 with a memorial plaque adjacent to 
the Silver Lake Meadow. LaBonge represented the 4th District on the 
Los Angeles City Council from 2001-2015, and was known to many 
as “Mr. Los Angeles.” 

The Silver Lake Together Advocacy Team worked with community 
activist Nina Sorkin and the Silver Lake Improvement Association to 
purchase the plaque, which is located near Silver Lake Boulevard and 
Armstrong Avenue, outside the Los Angeles Department of Water and 
Power Silver Lake Reservoir Complex. The dedication ceremony was 
attended by LaBonge’s widow, Brigid, and his children, Charles and 
Mary-Cate, as well as community members and Councilmembers 
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, and Nithya Raman, 4th District. 

“Tom LaBonge was a great friend and mentor to me,” O’Farrell said. 
“Tom was synonymous with many Los Angeles landmarks, and it’s fit-
ting that he be honored with a permanent marker next to the iconic 
Silver Lake Reservoir Complex, which he loved so much.”

http://kramerlaw.biz
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The city of West Hollywood has 
identified enough potential housing 
units to satisfy state requirements 
for the city’s 2021-29 Sixth Cycle 
Housing Element Update, a policy 
guide that aims to promote sustain-
able, economically diverse commu-
nities, according to city officials. 

The city’s Regional Housing 
Needs Assessment, which is deter-
mined by the state, calls for West 
Hollywood to help facilitate the 
creation of approximately 4,000 
units, including more than 1,000 
very low-income units and approx-
imately 700 low-income units by 
October 2029. The city added 
approximately 2,000 housing units 
last cycle, with 77 required by the 
state. 

On June 21, the West Hollywood 
City Council unanimously 
approved the housing element’s 
draft site inventory and the update’s 
timelines for the community 
engagement and final adoption 
processes. 

“The good news is that, through 
the process, we were successful in 
identifying over 4,300 units that 
could theoretically pencil out and 
accommodate [RHNA require-
ments] to meet those needs,” Matt 
Maddox, of Rincon Consultants, 
said during a presentation to the 
council.  

The city contracted with Rincon, 
as well as the lead consultant, 
Veronica Tam & Associates Inc., in 
August 2020 to assist with the 
update. Since then, staff has hosted 
kickoff meetings, created a road 
map for the project and presented 
its public engagement strategy to 
the council, among other things.  

Staff members and consultants 
identified the potential for more 
than 1,800 units at underutilized 
sites in the city, as well as more than 
1,200 at “previously identified” 
underutilized sites, Maddox said. 
Thirty-two units from approved 
projects were included, as were 670 
from pending projects, he said.  

“We didn’t identify the need to 
rezone or upzone any of the parcels 
within the community,” Maddox 
added.  

However, staff members may 
propose “a number of amend-
ments” to the zoning ordinance 
after the adoption of the housing 
element, said Rachel Dimond, 
senior planner in the city’s Long 
Range Planning Division. She clar-
ified that any proposed housing 
developments included in the 

update would still go through the 
proper approval process.  

Councilman John D’Amico, who 
was not in attendance, sent a memo 
prior to the meeting, asking that the 
council direct staff to review the 
Los Angeles County zoning that 
was in place prior to the incorpora-
tion of the city in 1984.  

Specifically, he requested that 
staff look into neighborhoods 
where it would be “feasible and 
rational” to increase zoning back to 
county levels to help West 
Hollywood “plan for and produce” 
more housing.  

“Staff should also consider if 
some neighborhoods may benefit 
from increased zoning that is some-
where between the current zoning 
and the prior county levels, instead 
of reverting to the full county den-
sity,” D’Amico wrote.  

Councilman John Erickson 
agreed and called for D’Amico’s 
suggestion to be included in the 
housing element update – in hopes 
of expediting some affordable 
housing projects.  

“One thing that I think is really 
important is for us to look at the 
ways in which our housing element 
provides a unique opportunity to 
look at the past and how it can actu-
ally impact the present [in] positive 
ways,” Erickson said.  

He referenced a motion presented 
by Los Angeles City 
Councilwoman Nithya Raman, 4th 
District, that called for a strategic 
plan to streamline 100% deed-
restricted affordable housing devel-
opments in L.A. 

Those kinds of projects “often-
times take way too long,” Erickson 
said. “The appeals process is way 
too lengthy.” 

Mayor Pro Tempore Lauren 
Meister said D’Amico’s suggestion 
is a “great idea” but should be sep-
arate from the housing element, 
which only requires that the city 
have the capacity for economically 
diverse housing. 

“For the purposes of that docu-
ment, it doesn’t really matter,” she 
said, adding that including the 
request in the housing element 
could complicate the process. 
Meister also questioned how many 
rent-stabilized units would be lost if 
certain neighborhoods were 
upzoned.  

“We should be looking at this as 
well,” Meister said. “It’s not all pos-
itives. There are some concerns.” 

Councilwoman Sepi Shyne said 
she agreed with Meister but was 
“fascinated” by D’Amico’s memo 
and would like more information 
from staff. Mayor Lindsey Horvath 
invited D’Amico and Erickson to 
bring the upzoning review before 
the council at a later date.  

Last week’s approval was anoth-
er step toward the housing element 
update’s Feb. 12, 2022, deadline. 
Originally, the update was due on 
Oct. 15; however, staff opted to uti-
lize an optional 120-day extension 
for additional meetings and input.  

Dimond said staff members have 
proposed several dates for commis-
sion meetings and a third task force 
meeting in July. In August, the City 
Council is scheduled to review a 
draft of the housing element, with a 
public comment period on the envi-
ronmental impact report coming in 
the fall, she said.  

For information, visit 
weho.org/housingelement. 
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Council hears update on housing element
n Draft of West 
Hollywood document 
expected in August

rendering courtesy of Silver Creek Commercial Development 

The proposed mixed-use project at 8850 Sunset Blvd. is expected to 
include 41 housing units, which were included in the housing element 
update’s RHNA figures.   

Plan will bring new electric vehicle 
charging stations to Los Angeles

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
celebrated a $25 million investment 
on June 29 for zero emission vehi-
cle infrastructure to help meet goals 
in the mayor’s Green New Deal and 
the Port of Los Angeles’ Clean Air 
Action Plan. 

“The clean transportation revolu-
tion is not a distant dream for a far-
off future; it’s a reality happening 
on our streets and at our ports right 
now,” Garcetti said. 

The $25 million grant, which 
comes from a $200 million commit-
ment from Electrify America’s 
California ZEV Investment pro-
gram, will help fund fast-charging 
technology, renewable energy stor-

age, energy management infrastruc-
ture and public charging depots. As 
part of an agreement with the 
United States government, 
Volkswagen agreed to invest $2 bil-
lion over 10 years in zero-emission 
vehicle infrastructure, education 
and access. Through its subsidiary, 
Electrify America, the company is 
investing $800 million in California 
over 10 years. 

The Port of Los Angeles, the 
nation’s busiest port complex, cur-
rently serves a fleet of more than 
18,000 trucks. The shift to zero-
emission technologies at the port is 
a result of Los Angeles’ commit-
ments in the Clean Air Action Plan. 

https://www.bhtota.org
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6 WEEK  
SALE EVENT 

STARTS 
TUESDAY, JULY 6

UP TO  

70% OFF
Family owned and operated  

since 1946 
Showcasing the finest  

collection of men’s clothing  
in a unique environment for  
an exceptional experience

259 SOUTH BEVERLY DRIVE • BEVERLY HILLS 
310.278.0040 

www.malibuclothesbh.com

Open Tuesday thru 
Saturday 

10 am- 5 pm 
 

2 HOUR  
FREE PARKING AT  
216 S. BEVERLY DR

SUITS 
Our selection includes slim, 

modern & classic fits  
using the  

finest Italian fabrics 
$199-$499 

retail $650-$1495

SPORTS COATS 
Loro Piana 
 E Thomas 

Fratelli Tallia  
Di Delfino 

Vitale Barberis 
$179-$329 
retail $450-$795

Shop our collections department for unbelieveable savings on the finest  Dress Shirts, Neckwear, Sport Shirts, 
Formalwear, Jeans, Belts, Knits and Italian Hosiery

TUXEDOS 
Our selection includes modern 
styles in notch and peak lapels  
available in black and navy in 

slim and  
classic fits 

$379-$469 
retail $650-$1095

75th Diamond  
Anniversary Sale! Anniversary Sale!

CHLA president honored

Children’s Hospital Los 
Angeles President and CEO Paul 
Viviano was honored on June 21 
by the Partners in Care 
Foundation with its Vision and 
Excellence in Healthcare 
Leadership award.  

He was the 21st recipient of the 
annual award, which he received 
at a dinner celebration held at the 
Beverly Hilton Hotel before an 
audience of 400 health care exec-
utives from throughout the state, 
in addition to another 125 partic-
ipating virtually via Zoom.  

The Partners in Care 
Foundation also honored Dr. Paul 
Torrens, professor emeritus of 
health policy and management 
and founder of the Paul Torrens 
Health Forum at UCLA. He 
received Partners’ Lifetime 
Achievement Award – only the 
second time in the agency’s histo-
ry that the award was given to an 
individual. Torrens’ son, James, 
accepted the award on his behalf, 
as he was unable to attend.  

“The two men we honored are 
such significant individuals who 
have each had a major impact on 
the development and provision of 
health care services in California, 
the United States and internation-
ally as well,” June Simmons, 
Partners’ president and CEO, 
said. “Paul Viviano’s career and 
work with Children’s Hospital 
Los Angeles exemplifies both 
vision and leadership. He has 
applied wonderful imagination, 
experience and talent while 

simultaneously serving as a tena-
cious agent of change. 
California’s children and its fam-
ilies are fortunate that Paul’s 
commitment is focused on help-
ing them get through the trying 
times so many face.”  

Viviano is recognized as both a 
major health care leader and 
prominent advocate of child 
health. For more than three 
decades, he has directed academ-
ic, nonprofit and for-profit health 
care organizations delivering 
excellence in clinical care. He 
joined Children’s Hospital Los 
Angeles as president and CEO in 
2015 and serves as a member of 
its board of directors and board of 
trustees.  

Torrens has guided, mentored 
and advised generations of stu-
dents, helping many shape 
careers in public health. A physi-
cian by training, he has enjoyed a 
long career in both health care 
management and policy develop-
ment. As a health care executive, 
Torrens held numerous executive 
positions in hospitals and health 
care organizations and served on 
the governing boards of Blue 
Shield of California and 
PacifiCare Behavioral Health of 
California.  

The Partners in Care 
Foundation mission is to align 
social care and health care to 
address the social determinants of 
health and equity disparities 
affecting vulnerable populations.  

For information, visit picf.org.

photo courtesy of the Partners in Care Foundation 

Paul Viviano, second from right, president and CEO of Children’s 
Hospital Los Angeles, was honored on June 21 by Partners in Care 
Foundation with its Vision and Excellence in Health Care Leadership 
award.

LGBT center seeks study help
The Los Angeles LGBT Center 

will help recruit hundreds of eligi-
ble participants in a pilot study 
launched by three of the nation’s 
largest blood centers in an effort to 
change discriminatory policy that 
prevents most gay and bisexual 
men from donating blood.  

Vitalant, OneBlood and the 
American Red Cross, which collec-
tively represent approximately 60% 
of the blood supply in the United 
States, are conducting the 
ADVANCE – Assessing Donor 
Variability and New Concepts in 
Eligibility – study. The center is one 
of eight LGBT centers nationwide 
each responsible for recruiting 250 
to 300 gay and bi men between 18 
to 39 years old for the study. 

Funded through a contract with 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, the study is focused 
on evaluating alternatives to the 
FDA’s current blood donor deferral 
policy for men who have sex with 
men. The FDA recommends that a 
man who has had sex with another 
man be deferred from donating 
blood for three months following 
the most recent sexual contact with 
another man. The FDA revised the 

deferral policy from one year to 
three months in April 2020. 

The purpose of the ADVANCE 
study is a first step in determining 
whether different donor deferral cri-
teria can be used at blood centers 
nationwide while maintaining the 
safety of the blood supply. To be 
possible, a change would need to be 
made to the donor history question-
naire that consists of a series of 
questions that all potential blood 
donors answer before donating. The 
questions assess risk factors that 
could indicate possible infection 
with a transfusion transmissible 
infection, including HIV. 

Participants in the study will have 
a blood sample drawn for HIV test-
ing and will answer different ques-
tions designed to determine individ-
ual HIV risk factors. The study will 
assess if the questions related to 
behavior are effective in distin-
guishing between MSM who have 
recently tested positive for HIV and 
those who have not. The findings of 
this study will help determine the 
next steps needed to modify the 
donor history questionnaire. 

For information, visit 
ADVANCEstudy.org 

Cedars-Sinai has been awarded 
$11.99 million by California’s stem 
cell agency to launch a clinical trial 
testing a potential gene and stem 
cell therapy for amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis. 

ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s disease, is 
a progressive neurodegenerative 
disease that damages nerve cells 
known as motor neurons in the 
brain and spinal cord that control 
voluntary muscle movement. It 
affects an estimated 16,000 people 
in the U.S. and is usually fatal with-
in five years of diagnosis. There is 
no known cure and only limited 
treatments that may slow progres-
sion in a subset of patients.  

The award from the California 

Institute for Regenerative Medicine 
builds on earlier support from the 
stem cell agency enabling Cedars-
Sinai to investigate the use of stem 
cells delivered to the spinal cord to 
treat ALS patients.  

“We are extremely grateful for 
CIRM’s support of our ALS work 
over many years,” said Dr. Clive 
Svendsen, executive director of the 
Cedars-Sinai Board of Governors 
Regenerative Medicine Institute. 
”This disease remains a remarkably 
stubborn and heartbreaking disor-
der. The new grant allows us to fol-
low the science wherever it takes to 
best serve our patients.” 

Svendsen leads the new project, 
which is designed to transplant 

neural progenitor cells secreting a 
powerful growth factor into the 
brain cortices of ALS patients. 
Aided by the CIRM grant, Cedars-
Sinai plans to enroll 16 patients in 
the clinical trial to demonstrate the 
safety and preliminary efficacy of 
using the neural progenitor cells to 
slow progression of ALS. 

Currently, investigators from the 
Cedars-Sinai Board of Governors 
Regenerative Medicine Institute are 
analyzing data from a Food and 
Drug Administration-approved 
clinical trial that infused these same 
cells into the spinal cords of ALS 
patients.  

For information, visit cedars-
sinai.org.  

Cedars-Sinai receives ALS funding

https://www.malibuclothesbh.com
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The Milken Scholars, a joint ini-
tiative of the Milken Institute and 
the Milken Family Foundation, 
has chosen 11 students from Los 
Angeles for its 2021 scholarship 
program after a rigorous nomina-
tion, application and interview 
process.  

Open to college-bound high 
school seniors in Washington, 
D.C., New York City and Los 
Angeles County, Milken Scholars 
are selected based on academic 
performance, community service, 
leadership and their ability to per-
severe in the face of challenges.  

The 2021 Los Angeles Milken 
Scholars are Enrique Cabrera, 

Verbum Dei High School 
(University of Southern 
California); Brayant De Leon-
Duarte, South East High School 
(University of Chicago); Addison 
Lee, Archer School for Girls 
(University of California, 
Berkeley); Abigail Maemoto, 
Palos Verdes High School 
(Stanford University); Mihret 
Melaku, New Roads School 
(Harvard University); Bryant 
Mendez-Melchor, California High 
School (Stanford University); 
Joshua Pereira, Granada Hills 
Charter High School 
(Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology); Antonio Preciado, 

Inglewood Charter High School 
(Stanford University); Fernando 
Rax Lopez, Nogales High School 
(Vassar College); Victoria Taylor, 
Santa Monica High School 
(University of California, Los 
Angeles); and Nathan Varghese, 
Gretchen Whitney High School 
(University of Houston). 

Mike Milken and his wife, Lori, 
founded the Milken Scholars 
Program in 1989 to promote and 
assist young people as they navi-
gate the transitions from high 
school to college and from college 
to graduate school or the world of 
work. Recipients receive a 
$10,000 scholarship and gain a 
lifelong support system that 
includes ongoing career-related 
counseling, assistance in securing 

internships, opportunities for com-
munity service and a fund to assist 
their pursuit of post-undergraduate 
career goals.  

“For more than three decades, 
the Milken Scholars have inspired 
us with their achievements, leader-
ship and dedication to community 
service,” Mike Milken said. “At 
this difficult time for our nation, 
we know that they – like all the 
scholars over the years – will be 
lifelong leaders for a better world. 
Whether they become doctors, 
research scientists, educators, 
entrepreneurs or diplomats, the 
common denominator of Milken 
Scholars is a genuine sense of ser-
vice.”  

For information, visit milken-
scholars.org. 

2021 Milken Scholars namedProject Angel 
Food to host 
celebrity 
telethon 

From 7 to 9 p.m. on July 17, 
Project Angel Food will host 
“Lead with Love 2021,” present-
ed by City National Bank, a two-
hour primetime telethon led by 
KTLA 5 anchor Jessica Holmes, 
who will be joined by celebrity 
co-hosts throughout the night. 

Project Angel Food is feeding 
more people now than ever 
before, and “Lead with Love 
2021” will support the continued 
production and distribution of 
life-saving meals at the record 
levels set during the pandemic.  

KTLA 5 in Los Angeles will 
broadcast the telethon live at 
ktla.com, angelfood.org and the 
organizations’ respective 
Facebook pages. 

“This year’s show is a huge 
thank you to the Los Angeles 
community for helping us serve 
over 1 million medically tailored 
meals this year to our most vul-
nerable neighbors,” Project Angel 
Food Executive Director Richard 
Ayoub said. “And there is still 
work to be done, because we 
don’t take on critically ill clients 
for a week or a month, but for as 
long as it takes.” 

The telethon will culminate 
with a special performance by 
platinum recording Grammy 
Award-winning singer/songwriter 
LeAnn Rimes. In addition, the 
show will feature Andy Grammer 
singing his new single “Lease on 
Life,” Gloria Estefan singing a 
song written for the pandemic, 
Jewel singing “Hands,” Phillip 
Phillips singing “Home,” Vanessa 
Williams singing “Colors of the 
Wind” and Oliva Holt performing 
her new song, “Next,” with others 
to be announced. 

Celebrities will join in-studio, 
via Skype or in pre-taped mes-
sages. Early confirmations 
include Jamie Lee Curtis, Matt 
Bomer, Maria Shriver, Lisa Rinna 
and Harry Hamlin, Eric and Janet 
McCormack, Olympic Gold 
Medalist Shannon Miller, Oscar 
De La Hoya, Pauley Perrette, 
Ross Mathews, Sheryl Lee Ralph, 
Katey Sagal, Rachel Lindsay, 
Annie Potts, Loni Love, Wendi 
McLendon-Covey, Ana Gasteyer, 
Rachel Dratch, Kathy Hilton, 
Rufus Wainwright, Sandra Lee, 
Yvette Nicole Brown, Conrad 
Ricamora and Javicia Leslie from 
CW’s ”Batwoman,” along with 
Project Angel Food founder 
Marianne Williamson and more. 

The telethon will include a 
Celebrity Call Lounge, in which 
celebrities will talk to donors via 
phone throughout the night. 
Celebrity auctioneer Gabriel Butu 
will keep a tally of donations as 
Project Angel Food attempts to 
reach a fundraising goal of 
$800,000.  

Lisa Foxx of iHeartRadio will 
announce live from KTLA Studio 
6. 

With Project Angel Food’s 
client base exploding from 1,500 
per day pre-pandemic to 2,300 
now, the event will provide the 
funding needed to sustain the 
expanded service to those in need 
as Project Angel Food prepares 
and delivers a record million plus 
meals each year.

https://farmersmarketla.com
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Entering the Park  
La Brea complex  
is too easy 

 
Re “Juvenile charged with mur-

der of janitor at Park La Brea,” 
June 24 issue 

 
On June 16, a Park La Brea 

complex janitor was stabbed to 
death. The front doors in all the 
Towers are open 24/7. The base-
ment door is also open 24/7. 
Anyone, and I mean anyone, can 
enter Park La Brea with no ques-
tions asked. 

There are no pedestrian gates at 
the main entrance on Third and 
Burnside. Anyone can walk in, no 
questions asked. 

There is a guard gate for vehi-
cles – a right lane and left lane. 
The right lane is for residents that 
have a sticker posted on their 
windshield. They are allowed to 
pass through. The barrier arm gate 
at the right is always up, which 
makes it very easy for any vehicle, 
with or without a sticker, to pass. 
And they do. The majority of the 
security watching from the booth 
do not even look. 

The left lane is for visitors. 
They are supposedly stopped and 
asked where they are going, and 
are issued a pass by the guard. 
However, this doesn’t happen 
about 70% of the time. During 
nighttime hours, the left barrier 
arm gate is left up, allowing any 
vehicle entrance to Park La Brea. 
The gates located at Sixth and 
Curson are equally easy for any-
one to pass through, especially 
those on foot. Anyone, and I mean 
anyone, can enter Park La Brea on 
foot. 

And, what’s even more shock-

ing is, there are no cameras any-
where in the complex. During 
Christmas, tenants, UPS and 
Amazon are warned not to leave 
packages by the mailboxes, as 
someone will steal them, and they 
do. There is no security at Park La 
Brea. If there were, Jose Tomas 
Mejia might be alive today. 

 
Candace Thomas 
Park La Brea 

 

Housing on parking lot 
could be opportunity 
for service 

 
Re “Cochran Avenue Parking 

lot may become affordable hous-
ing site” June 24 issue 

 
At first thought, who would not 

have empathy for the students, 
parents and teachers at Cathedral 
Chapel School, across the street 
from the city parking lot. As 
school principal Tina Kipp point-
ed out, parents and staff frequently 
use it for parking because street 
parking is so limited, and how 
would a homeless shelter impact 
the K-8 students? On this basis, 
the proposal by City 
Councilwoman Nithya Raman is 
being questioned. 

But then it occurred to me, what 
a wonderful opportunity for the 
school and its students to make a 
beautiful contribution and set an 
example for humanity. Principal 
Kipp could lead the way and orga-
nize a team of students, parents 
and staff to help the needy to gain 
skills and seek better lives, with 
some restrictions of course. New 
friendships would be formed. A 
wonderful service to mankind. 

And the church/school could 

invite the Miracle Mile 
Residential Association to partner 
along. What better reward for the 
loss of a few parking spaces? And 
the church/school would set a 
wonderful example for other local 
institutions. 

 
George Epstein 
Detroit Street 

 

Scholarships are a 
great way to honor 
Jack White 

 
Re “Former Hollywood High 

student leaves a legacy,” June 24 
issue 

 
I was moved to read your story 

about the Hollywood High schol-
arship in honor of Jack White. 

I had the pleasure and the honor 
of knowing Mr. White, whose 
warmth, kindness, zest for life and 
love for his family were unforget-
table. I am so glad his memory 
will live on. Thank you for this 
lovely piece. 

 
Ellie Herman 
Hancock Park 

 
I read with great interest your 

article about Jack White. It was 
great to read the stories of Jack’s 
wartime service and his impres-
sive history as a musician, and it 
seems fitting that this should live 
on in a scholarship fund at his 
alma mater. 

But the part of his legacy that 
I’ll always remember and treasure 
is what a sweet, kind and big-
hearted man he was. I was lucky 
enough to know Jack for many 
years, and I never saw him with-
out a smile. He was interested in – 
and game for – whatever came his 

way, and he always had the time 
and interest to hear whatever 
someone else had to say. That’s 
respect! He will be missed. 
  

David Levinson 
Los Angeles 
executive director 
Big Sunday 

 

Transit Oriented 
Communities not  
good for L.A. 

 
Re “Apartments coming near 

Hollywood Forever Cemetery?” 
June 3 issue 

 
Near where I live, near the cor-

ner of Jefferson and La Cienega, 
[will be] one of [these] new devel-
opments under the Transit 
Oriented Communities incentive 
program. Our lovely Los Angeles 
is under attack with land grabbing, 
ruining the beauty and mood of 
our city. 

This is nothing short of devel-
opers persuading L.A. City 
Council members to give them the 
go ahead for supposed needed 
housing. The program title is a 
total fraud. This type of develop-
ment has nothing to do with need-
ed cheaper housing. This [is] 
adding thousands of income prop-
erties for the developers. 

These new areas are popping up 
all over the Westside already. This 
growth needs to be stopped, 
ASAP. This is what you will get 
next to Hollywood Forever 
Cemetery. This should not be the 
future of our lovely city of Los 
Angeles. 

 
Patricia Mace 
Los Angeles

photo courtesy of Metro 

New dedicated bus lanes are being installed to provide faster trips during 
rush hour traffic periods.

Metro is hosting a series of 
online meetings in July with 
updates on Purple Line Extension 
subway construction. An update on 
work in the city of Beverly Hills 
will be held on July 7, from noon to 
1 p.m., and meetings on section 
three will focusing on construction 
of the Westwood/UCLA Station 
will be held on July 14, from noon 
to 1 p.m. and 6 to 7 p.m. Both of the 
meetings on July 14 feature the 
same content. Each of the meetings 
use the same link: 
zoom.us/j/96626476708#success. 

Metro is also holding an online 
meeting of its Public Safety 
Advisory Committee on July 7, at 5 
p.m. The committee reviews, com-
ments and provides input on how 
the transit agency can re-imagine 
public safety on its system. 
Viewing is free by visiting 
metro.net/riding/public-safety-
advisory-committee. 

The Regional Connector con-
struction relations team will pro-
vide an update on that project on 
July 15, from noon to 1 p.m., via 
Zoom. The Regional Connector 
Project will extend from the Metro 
Gold Line Little Tokyo/Arts 
District station to the 7th 
Street/Metro Center station in 
downtown Los Angeles, allowing 
passengers to transfer to Blue, 
Expo, Red and Purple Lines, 
bypassing Union Station. To view 
the meeting, visit 
zoom.us/j/97641019080?pwd=T1

NiaGpCNzhvK1R3UFdwcVlQMn
U2dz09#success. 

Work is occurring at many loca-
tions along the Purple Line 
Extension project route between the 
Wilshire/Western and 
Westwood/VA Hospital stations. 
Metro contractors will work in the 
CalTrans basin near the southbound 
San Diego (405) Freeway from July 
9-12, from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 9 
p.m. to 6 a.m. The work includes 
tree removal, excavation and 
drainage structure installation. Pile 
installation will also occur on 
ramps for the San Diego (405) 
Freeway from July 9-12. The work 

will require full closures of the 
southbound freeway on-ramps and 
off-ramps at Wilshire Boulevard. 
Work hours will be from 10 p.m. on 
Friday through 5 a.m. on Monday. 

Construction is occurring above 
and below ground in Beverly Hills 
at the Wilshire/Rodeo and 
Wilshire/La Cienega stations. Lane 
reductions will be in place along 
Wilshire Boulevard between San 
Vicente and La Cienega boulevards 
through fall of 2022. 

For questions and concerns about 
the Purple Line Extension project, 
call the 24-hour project hotline at 
(213)922-6934, or visit metro.net.

Subway construction stays steady in July

photo by Edwin Folven 

Work continues above and below ground on the Purple line Extension 
project.

The Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority, city of Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles Department of 
Transportation and StreetsLA have 
partnered to improve bus speeds, 
frequency and reliability during 
peak travel times along Alvarado 
Street with the launch of the first 
phase of a dedicated bus only lane. 

As part of the NextGen Bus Plan 
and the agency’s Better Bus 
Initiative, Metro has been working 
closely with LADOT to implement 
a series of dedicated bus-only lanes 
along heavily traveled corridors to 
complement NextGen and provide 
faster bus speeds. Phase two of 
NextGen was recently implemented 
and calls for the addition of hun-
dreds of additional bus trips on 
weekdays and weekends, with a 
focus on adding mid-day bus ser-
vice.  

To improve bus speeds, the first 
phase of the dedicated bus-only 
lanes along Alvarado Street will run 
between 7th Street and the 
Hollywood (101) Freeway. When 
completed later this summer, the 
bus-only lanes will run along a 1.7-
mile segment of Alvarado Street 
between 7th Street and Sunset 
Boulevard, adding a bus priority 
lane in the peak traffic flow direc-
tion during the morning and 
evening rush hours, Monday 
through Friday. 

“The Alvarado Street Bus Priority 
Lane Project is an important step in 
building a safer and more equitable 
transit network for Los Angeles 
County, especially as it relates to 
this corridor, an area I am proud to 
represent,” said Los Angeles 
County Board Supervisor and 
Metro First Vice Chair Hilda L. 
Solis, 1st District. “It will enhance 
mobility and safety for the thou-
sands of people in the community, 
most of whom are low-income rid-
ers from Latinx backgrounds who 
use transit to get to and from school, 
work, businesses and appointments 
along the corridor.” 

“The dedicated bus lanes along 
Alvarado will become a real game 
changer for the region and for the 
way Metro serves this heavily trav-
eled corridor,” Metro CEO 
Stephanie Wiggins added. “We 
expect bus speeds to improve up to 
15% and greatly enhance the cus-
tomer experience through better 
reliability.” 

The existing southbound curb 
lane will be converted into a bus pri-
ority lane and parking restrictions 
will be in place from 7 to 10 a.m. 
The existing northbound curb lane 
will also be converted into a bus pri-
ority lane and parking restrictions 
will run from 3 to 7 p.m. Buses will 

run every seven to eight minutes 
during peak commute hours. 

“In addition to helping local resi-
dents and essential workers by 
reducing travel times during peak 
hours by up to five minutes, these 
lanes will help us combat climate 
change by eliminating car trips, one 
of the single greatest contributors to 
carbon emissions in California,” 
added Los Angeles City 
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 13th 
District. 

For information, visit 
metro.net/projects/alvaradost.

Metro boosts service with new 
bus-only lanes on Alvarado 

Letters to the Editor
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Messhall Kitchen 
Fourth of July 

Join friends and family for a 
memorable Fourth of July filled 

with American food and drinks at a 
neighborhood favorite, Messhall 
Kitchen. For a limited time, the 
kitchen is preparing a smoked beer 
can whole chicken with peel-and-
eat corn; baked beans; red, white 
and blue potato salad; house-made 
biscuits and Kansas City barbecue 
sauce. Add a six pack of Pabst Blue 
Ribbon beer for only $6. This spe-
cial serves two and is available 
from July 2-4 for dine-in, takeout or 
delivery. 4500 Los Feliz Blvd., 
(323)660-6377. 

The Milky Way 
Sunday Brunch 

Sip a refreshing peach Bellini or 
mimosa while enjoying brioche 

French toast, eggs Benedict 
Florentine, potato latkes and eggs. 
For those celebrating Fourth of July 
at home, the Milky Way has takeout 
options for the whole family. A 
family meal feeds up to four and 
can be ordered for pickup. Sunday 
brunch begins at 10:30 a.m. and 
ends at 3:30 p.m. Sunday dinner 
resumes until 8 p.m. The Milky 
Way is open for indoor and outdoor 
dining; reservations can be made on 
Resy or by calling (310)859-0004. 
9108 W. Pico Blvd. 

 

Islands Restaurant 
fried chicken day 

Kick off July and Independence 
Day with a fresh watermelon 

margarita and two fried chicken 
sandwiches. National fried chicken 
day lands on July 6 at Islands. 
Enjoy with cheddar fries. Islands 
has donated 100,000 meals to 
senior citizens in need of nourish-

ment. islandsrestaurants.com. 404 
Washington Blvd., (310)822-3939. 

 

Hermanito’s 
Cochinita Pibil tacos 

 

Enjoy the flavors of traditional 
Mexican slow-roasted pork 

from the Yucatán Peninsula. The 
pork is marinated in citrus juice to 
bring out the sweetness. The Fourth 
of July special includes five 
cochinita pibil braised tacos for 
$28. The smoked pork tacos are 
topped with cilantro and hibiscus-
pickled onion, toasted sesame 
seeds, scallions and a side of grilled 
lime. barhermanito.com, 2024 
Sawtelle Blvd., (424)465-9029. 

 

Fourth of July  
at the Waterfront 

 

A special July Fourth menu at the 
Waterfront features a seafood 

tower, lobster rolls and hot dogs. 
The seafood tower includes a dozen 
kumiai oysters, a dozen Mexican 
gulf shrimp, snow crab claws, ahi 
tuna crudo, saltines, drawn butter, 
cocktail sauce and hot sauce. The 
lobster roll is served with Old Bay 

french fries, and the Hebrew 
National hotdog is served with truf-
fle parmesan tater tots. Buckets of 
wings come in a dozen and two 
dozen and are served with sweet, 
salty, sour and spicy sauces, plus 
carrots, celery and a side of butter-
milk ranch dressing. water-
frontvenice.com, 205 Ocean Front 
Walk, (424)309-5333. 

 

ROW DTLA Fridays 
and Fourth of July 

 

Every other Friday starting 
tomorrow, July 2, through Aug. 

27, ROW DTLA retailers and 
restauarants will stay open later and 
offer special promotions to visitors 

from from 5 to 9 p.m. At 
Rappahannock Oyster Bar, it’s rosé 
and oysters. There will also be a 
rotating lineup of food trucks such 
as Ronnie’s Kickin’ Kitchen, Pasta 
Sisters and Van Leeuwen ice cream 
and a live DJ. Smorgasburg L.A. 
officially returns on July Fourth, 
welcoming back some of its most 
popular food vendors, including 
Moo’s Craft Barbecue, Tacos 1986, 
Todo Verde and Shrimp Daddy. visit 
ROWDTLA.com for detials. 777 S. 
Alameda St., (213)988-8890. 
 

Outside dining at 
Della Terra  

 

Dine under the stars at the 
Northern Italian trattoria Della 

Terra, which offers an inviting back 
patio. Menu items include sautéed 
chicken breast in a lemon white 
wine butter sauce with shallot and 
capers, or fresh homemade spinach 
capellini with shrimp in a creamy 
pesto sauce. Della Terra also has an 
extensive menu of risotto, calamari 
fritti with arrabiata sauce, primav-
era risotto and chicken parmigiana. 
The wine cellar doubles as a private 
dining room that fits 20 people for 
an intimate dinner party. Open from 
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NEWS
by Jill WWeeinlein

photo courtesy of Rappahannock Oyster Bar
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H Porterhouse 
H Rib Eye - Bone-in or boneless 

H Tomahawk Steaks 
H Dry Aged Beef 

H New York Steaks  - Bone-in or boneless 

• Charcoal 
• Wood Chips 
• Variety of Spices  
• Sauces

At the Original Farmers Market • 6333 W. 3rd St. #350 
(323) 938-5383 • huntingtonmeats.com 

Thrill of the Grill!

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax 
(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-8447 

Don’t  
Forget 

Our 
Pies!

Flag Berry Hotcakes

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Curbside Pick-Up  
& Online Delivery 

Available

Celebrate July 4th at Du-par’s!

studded blueberry hotcakes 
topped with fresh strawberries & 

whipped cream $13.94

with blazing fries $10.94 
add $2.25 for chili

Firecracker Chili 

Grilled Hot Dog DuoBorn on the 4th of July 
Open Face Chili Burger 
hand made patties topped with 

chili con carne & cheddar, served 
with fries or cole slaw $17.94

with onions cheese  
& chips $14.94

Served 
Thursday, 
July 1 thru 

Sunday,  
July 4th!

Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills is 
celebrating the Fourth of July holi-
day weekend with two days of fire-
works and brunch and dinner spe-
cials at the Rooftop by JG and Jean-
Georges Beverly Hills. Both restau-
rants will be serving their regular 
menus in addition to the specials 
and additional celebrations.  

The Rooftop by JG is hosting a 
three-course family-style brunch 
on Sunday, July 4, from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. A fireworks dinner experi-
ence will be offered starting at 5 
p.m. and lasting until close at mid-
night. The dinner will feature an a 
la carte menu with a stunning view 
of the surrounding fireworks 
shows. VIP seats are available and 
must be made through the reserva-
tions team.  

On July 3-4, Jean-Georges 
Beverly Hills will offer a three-
course family-style brunch from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and a special 

eight-course dinner experience 
from 6 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

The Waldorf Astoria is located at 

9850 Wilshire Blvd. Reservations 
can be made by calling (310)860-
6566. 

Waldorf Astoria holds Fourth of July events

photo courtesy of the Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills 

The Rooftop by JG offers special meals for the Fourth of July weekend. 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. dellaterrarestau-
rant.com. 7675 Beverly Blvd., 
(323)933-7675. 

  

Hotel Figueroa 
Fourth of July 

 

Hotel Figueroa, La Casita and 
Driftwood pool and sundeck 

from the Madera Group offer an 
immersive and elevated poolside 
dining experience in the heart of 
downtown L.A. Carla Lorenzo, cor-
porate beverage manager, intro-
duces a cocktail program inspired 
by destinations such as Baja Mexico 
and the coastal villages of the 
Mediterranean. La Casita is a 
Spanish and Mediterranean-inspired 
two-story villa and cocktail lounge, 
offering a coastal menu that 
includes ceviche classico and grilled 
shrimp tacos, plus an expansive 
agave list. Listen to the eclectic 
poolside vibes with live musicians 
and performance art, as well as a 
series of daytime and nighttime 
events for hotel guests and 
Angelenos to enjoy poolside. 
Reservations are available at Hotel 
Figueroa, La Casita and OpenTable. 
Walk-ins are accepted. Hotel 
Figueroa’s new Driftwood Pool and 

sundeck offers poolside lounge 
chairs, daybeds and cabanas as well 
as bar lounge seating in the attached 
casita. hotelfigueroa.com. 939 S. 
Figueroa St., (877)724-1973.   

 

Pie Room by Gwen 
at Maude 

 

Pick up a savory or sweet pie for 
your Fourth of July party at Pie 

Room by Gwen. Pies available 
include a peach and raspberry cob-
bler, key lime and salted caramel 
apple pie. Gwen is offering quality 
meat for your barbecue. They have 
ready-to-grill Fourth of July burg-
er, sausage and chicken kits. Call 
to preorder. Email orders by July 2 
to thepieroomla@gmail.com. 212 
S. Beverly Drive, (310)859-3418. 
Gwen Butcher Shop is located at 
6600 Sunset Blvd., (323)946-
7513. 

 

Girl and the Goat 
 

Be one of the first to dine at the 
award winning Girl and the 

Goat. The Chicago favorite is 
opening another location on July 
15, in the DTLA Arts District. Girl 

and the Goat is helmed by James 
Beard Award-winning executive 
chef Stephanie Izard. Reservations 
are available on OpenTable now 
for L.A. diners to experience her 

family-style menu featuring 
California produce and some of 
the Chicago menu favorites, such 
as goat empanadas and sauteed 
green beans. The expertly curated 

global wine list and a bar program 
featuring fun craft cocktails and a 
rotating craft beer selection is also 
available. girlandthegoat.com. 555 
Mateo St. 

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
http://huntingtonmeats.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
June 20 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 200 
block of N. La Peer.  
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
commercial burglary in the 9800 
block of Wilshire at 10:25 p.m. 
 
June 21 
 
At 10:15 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the 
100 block of S. Crescent. 
 
June 22 
 
At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 300 
block of N. Rodeo. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 100 block of 
Spalding at 6 p.m. 
 
At 8:59 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
9000 block of Wilshire. 
 
June 23 
 
At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 100 
block of N. Crescent. 
 
June 24 
 
At 3:10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1100 
block of Hillcrest. 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
in the 200 block of Gale at noon. 
 
At 12:50 p.m., a vandalism inci-
dent was reported in the 8900 
block of Olympic. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 300 block of N. 
Oakhurst at 7:30 p.m. 
 
At 11:33 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim in the 300 
block of N. Canon. 
 
June 25 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
residential burglary in the 700 
block of Alta at 10:46 a.m. 
 
At 11:10 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Hamel and 
Charleville. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
June 20 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8800 block of 
Santa Monica at 1 a.m. 
 
At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1000 block of N. La Cienega. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8900 block of Santa 
Monica at 9:30 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., a suspect assaulted a 
victim near Cynthia and Palm. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 

grand theft in the 8900 block of 
Santa Monica at midnight. 
 
June 21 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Holloway 
and Santa Monica at 12:40 a.m. 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8900 block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 600 block of N. 
Robertson at 2 a.m. 
 
June 22 
 
At 3:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8400 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 7100 block of 
Santa Monica at 6 p.m. 
 
At 6:22 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
800 block of Huntley. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7100 block of 
Santa Monica at 7 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
600 block of N. Robertson. 
 
June 23 
 
At 1:21 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1100 
block of N. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of 
N. Sierra Bonita at 3:20 p.m. 
 
At 4:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8300 
block of Fountain. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 8100 block of 
Santa Monica at 6 p.m. 
 
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1100 
block of N. Fuller. 
 
June 24 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a bicycle in the 900 block of 
N. Spaulding. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Beverly 
and Santa Monica at 5:30 p.m. 
 
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
6300 block of Sunset. 
 
June 25 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8900 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
June 26 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 7300 block of Santa Monica at 
8 p.m.  

 
Editor’s note: Due to technical 
difficulties with the crimemap-
ping.com website, entries for the 
Los Angeles Police Department 
were not available this week. 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
June 20 and June 26. The information was compiled from 
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: 
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

 In response to the Fourth of July, 
warm temperatures and heightened 
concerns about a dangerous fire 
season, the Los Angeles City 
Council unanimously approved a 
motion on June 29 to better address 
illegal fireworks. 

Authorities are also warning that 
all fireworks are illegal in the cities 
of Los Angeles, West Hollywood 
and Beverly Hills, and people 
found using or possessing them 
will be prosecuted. To anonymous-
ly report illegal fireworks, call 
(323)111-1111. To report a fire, call 
911. 

The motion approved on June 
29, authored by Councilman Mark 
Ridley-Thomas, 10th District, 
directs the Los Angeles fire and 
police departments, in coordination 
with the Los Angeles Information 
and Technology Agency, to report 
back on setting up a system to track 
and respond to fireworks com-
plaints through a mobile applica-
tion that would issue automatic vio-
lations. A similar program has been 
established in San Bernardino 
County. 

“The bottom line has to be safety. 
The use of illegal fireworks poses a 
threat to Angelenos. We must get 
creative, and we must make it easy 
to identify illegal fireworks use and 
establish sufficient repercussions to 
curb this activity,” Ridley-Thomas 
said. “Too many of our neighbors 
are literally playing with fire, and 
the results can be lethal.” 

Ridley-Thomas said illegal fire-
works have been a community nui-
sance for years, and the prolifera-
tion of fireworks appears to have 
increased during the pandemic. The 

violent noise and visual effects of 
illegal fireworks can cause trauma 
for animals and individuals such as 
veterans suffering from PTSD, and 
creates a grave fire risk. 

“The fire department is support-
ive of all programs which can sig-
nificantly reduce the risk of injury 
and potential fires from the use of 
illegal fireworks,” Los Angeles Fire 
Department Chief Ralph Terrazas 
said. “Councilmember Ridley-
Thomas’ motion is innovative and I 
look forward to collaborating with 
the police department, the City 
Council and other city departments 
in this endeavor.” 

“As we come together this 
Fourth of July weekend, I would 
like to urge my fellow Angelenos to 
celebrate safely, without the use of 
illegal fireworks,” Ridley-Thomas 
added. “We all must do our part. 
With this new reporting technology 
that is currently being employed in 
San Bernardino County, residents 
can anonymously report the use 
and sales of illegal fireworks 
through an online portal that can 
help fire department officials better 
track activities and identify viola-
tors. We must quickly adopt proven 
strategies to help curb this issue 
now, and for good.”

Authorities warn about illegal fireworks

photo courtesy of photosforclass.com 

Authorities are reminding the public that all personal fireworks are illegal 
in Los Angeles, Beverly Hills and West Hollywood. 

Los Angeles Animal Services is 
warning pet owners about the dan-
gerous effects fireworks can have 
on pets during the Fourth of July 
holiday weekend. The Fourth of 
July and the days after are the 
busiest times of the year at L.A. 

Animal Services Centers through-
out the city. For many pets, the 
loud, booming sounds and the 
flashing lights of fireworks can be 
terrifying. Many dogs and cats 
escape homes and yards and go 
missing during the holiday.  

  To help ensure Angelenos and 
their furry family members stay 
safe, L.A. Animal Services has 
partnered with the Los Angeles Fire 
Department, Los Angeles Police 
Department and LA CityView 35 to 
warn about the dangers of illegal 
fireworks. 

People are warned to stay away 
from fireworks. Fireworks are ille-
gal in the cities of Los Angeles, 
West Hollywood and Beverly Hills. 

Keep dogs, cats and rabbits 
indoors and try to create a calm 
environment. The best way to keep 
pets safe is to make sure they stay 
indoors and enclosed in a room if 
possible. For dogs left outside, 
ensure gates and fences are secure. 
Also, make sure pets have up-to-
date identification.  

For information, visit laani-
malservices.com.

Owners cautioned about dangers of fireworks to pets 

photo courtesy of Los Angeles Animal Services 

People are warned to keep pets indoors during the holiday weekend. 

The Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power has resumed in-
person services for many residen-
tial and commercial customer pro-
grams that were previously sus-
pended due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

As the utility resumes the in-per-
son programs, LADWP remains 
committed to prioritizing safety. 
Employees and contractors per-
forming work in customers’ homes 
and businesses will continue using 
personal protective equipment and 
social distancing. Employees’ tem-
peratures will be checked prior to 
their meeting with customers. 

In-person services are being 
offered by appointment only. On 

July 6, the LADWP customer ser-
vice centers at 4619 S. Central Ave. 
and 6550 Van Nuys Blvd. will 
begin accepting walk-ins in addi-
tion to appointments. The remain-
ing centers will continue to operate 
by appointment only through Sept. 
1. Masks and social distancing will 
be required at all LADWP cus-
tomer service centers. Customers 
are encouraged to continue to con-
duct business online and by mail as 
much as possible. 

In-person services that have 
resumed include the AC 
Optimization Program, Low-
Income Refrigerator Exchange 
Program, Refrigerator Turn-In and 
Recycle Program, Home Energy 

Improvement Program and Water 
Conservation Rebate Program. 

Commercial customers can take 
advantage of the Commercial 
Direct Install Program and 
Technical Assistance Program. 

The LADWP is working to 
resume additional customer pro-
grams in the coming weeks, includ-
ing the Attic Insulation Rebate 
Program, Landscape 
Transformation/Lawn Be Gone 
Hands-On Workshops, California 
Friendly Landscape 
Transformation Classes and the 
Solar Rooftops Program. 

For information, call 
(800)DIALDWP, or visit 
ladwp.com.

LADWP resumes in-person services and programs 
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H Jidori Chickens - whole or cut-up 
H Variety of Marinated Kabobs 

H Turkey Burgers 
H Variety of Chicken Sausages 

H Chicken Hot Dogs 
H Marinated Thighs & Breasts

At the Original Farmers Market • 6333 W. 3rd St. #216 
(323) 936-8158 • farmersmarketpoultry.com 

GGrreeaatt  oonn  tthhee  GGrriillll!!

This year, for the safety of guests and social distancing, the 2021 
Backdraft Ball is being held virtually to benefit the Beverly Hills 
Firefighters’ Association. 

The auction, which began on June 24, runs through 10 p.m. on July 8. 
Approximately 150 items including vacation packages and luxury items 
are included in the online auction. Featured are three nights at Singita 
South African Safari, seven nights in the Maldives, two nights in a pent-
house suite at the Beverly Hilton and a 13-inch MacBook Air with Apple 
M1 chip. 

Donations are also being accepted. All purchases are final; no returns or 
refunds. The purchaser will be responsible for shipping costs of all items. 

To place a bid or donate, visit event.auctria.com/69a9b16b-d808-4c5d-
b9d0-a561ad6cc805.  

photo courtesy of BHFA 

The Beverly Hills Firefighters’ Association is hosting an online silent auc-
tion to raise funds.

Virtual Backdraft Ball bidding  
runs through July 8

The Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures on June 28
announced the election of actor,
director and producer Eva Longoria
to its board of trustees. The muse-
um also announced the appointment
of motion picture executive and
producer Sid Ganis as the muse-
um’s first honorary trustee – a life-
time position. As the governing
body of the Academy Museum, the
board leads the museum toward a
sustainable future by adopting
sound, ethical and legal governance
and financial management policies
in addition to securing adequate
resources to advance the museum’s
mission.

“We are thrilled to welcome Eva
Longoria to the board of trustees,
where her dedication to inclusive-
ness, education and philanthropy
will contribute powerfully to our
work in guiding the Academy
Museum,” said Ted Sarandos,
board chair and co-CEO of Netflix.
“Sid Ganis, a towering figure in our
industry, has been critical to the
entire process of making the
Academy Museum a reality. We are
proud to recognize his commitment
by naming him a lifetime honorary
trustee.” 

“I join Ted and the entire
Academy Museum Board of
Trustees in welcoming Eva and
Sid,” added Academy Museum
Director and President Bill Kramer.
“Both Eva and Sid deeply embody
so many traits that will help us
achieve our mission to advance the

understanding, celebration and 
preservation of cinema. Their 
knowledge of the film industry, 
commitment to philanthropy and 
advocacy of diversity and inclusion 
will help the Academy Museum 
share with our visitors the many 
stories of moviemaking – the art, 
technology, artists, history and 
social impact.” 

Longoria has worked consistent-
ly in Hollywood for over 20 years 
and has cemented herself as an 
entertainment industry staple 
known for her work both in front of 
and behind the camera. An award-
winning actress, director, producer, 
entrepreneur, philanthropist and 
activist, Longoria has been leading 

the charge of diverse and female 
representation since her starring 
role in the hit ABC series 
“Desperate Housewives” (2004-
12).  

Ganis began his career in market-
ing and publicity at several studios, 
including 20th Century Fox, 
Columbia Pictures, Seven Arts and 
Warner Bros. He eventually joined 
Lucasfilm, where he served as 
senior vice president and was 
responsible for marketing “The 
Empire Strikes Back” (1980), 
“Return of the Jedi” (1983) and the 
first two installments of the Indiana 
Jones trilogy. In 1986, Ganis joined 
Paramount Pictures and eventually 
would become president of the 
Motion Picture Group, where he 
helped launch “Top Gun” (1986) 
and “Fatal Attraction” (1987). 

The Academy Museum of 
Motion Pictures will open to the 
public on Sept. 30.  

The Academy Museum is located 
at 6067 Wilshire Blvd. For informa-
tion, visit academymuseum.org. 

Academy Museum appoints Longoria, Ganis as trustees

photo by Jack Guy/photo courtesy of the Academy Museum Foundation 

Eva Longoria, left, and Sid Ganis, right, will serve as trustees for the 
Academy Museum of Motion Pictures. 

The Hollywood Bowl was 
recently honored as Amphitheater 
of the Decade at the 32nd annual 
Pollstar Awards held at the Beverly 
Hilton. 

The award celebrates the 
amphitheater and its superior talent 
booking, effective promotion, 
quality production values and staff, 
an exemplary experience for fans 
and artists, and consistent box 
office success over the last decade. 
Previously, the Hollywood Bowl 
was awarded Best Major Outdoor 
Concert Venue by Pollstar 15 
times. This year’s distinction 
affirms the Hollywood Bowl as a 
premier destination for performers 
and audiences. 

The Hollywood Bowl hosts a 
diverse range of artists, from clas-
sical, jazz, rock and reggae con-
certs to iconic film music perfor-
mance and special presentations of 
musical theater. The venue is also 
the summer home of the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic. Following 
the cancellation of its 2020 sum-
mer season due to the pandemic, 
the LA Phil will offer more than 50 
performances during its upcoming 
season, including 14 concerts with 
Music and Artistic Director 
Gustavo Dudamel, and shows fea-
turing Viola Davis, Christina 
Aguilera, Kamasi Washington, 
Earl Sweatshirt, Ledisi, Cynthia 
Erivo, Ziggy Marley, Wailing 
Souls, Dave Koz, Tower of Power, 
Jean-Yves Thibaudet, Ray Chen, 
Aaron Diehl, H.E.R., Carlos Vives, 
Yo-Yo Ma, Brittany Howard, St. 
Vincent, Spoon and James Blake. 

The team of Live Nation-Hewitt 
Silva also brings a star-studded 
lineup to the Hollywood Bowl. 
The 2021 season includes perfor-
mances by Daryl Hall & John 
Oates, Alanis Morrissette, Burna 
Boy, The Neighbourhood, Andrea 
Bocelli, Jonas Brothers and Dead 
& Company. The summer 2022 

schedule will feature Russ, 
Matchbox Twenty, Steely Dan, 
Steve Winwood, Backstreet Boys, 
New Order and Pet Shop Boys. 

The Pollstar Awards honor the 

best of the worldwide concert 
industry. The awards are peer-
voted and winners are determined 
by the international readership of 
Pollstar. 

Tickets for the Hollywood 
Bowl’s 2021 summer season are 
on sale. For information, call 
(323)850-2000, or visit holly-
woodbowl.com. 

Hollywood Bowl named top venue of the past decade 

http://huntingtonmeats.com
http://huntingtonmeats.com


18  July 1, 2021 Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

4th of July! 
 

 

BANG!

10% off all merchandise in the store 
with this coupon! 

 discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded 

 Our  
decorations  

                     will put a  
in your  

Independence Day  
celebration!! 

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox) 
(323)467-7124

Paper Goods • Decorations 
 Balloons  • Banners • Centerpieces 

Piñatas & MORE!

Open 4th of July!  

419 N. Fairfax Ave.  (323) 651-2030
World Famous, Award Winning Restaurant • Deli • Bakery • Bar 

Since 1931

Open for dine-in, take-out and delivery! 
Our bakery is stocked with  

all your favorite 
Passover treats!  

Enjoy a pastrami piled  
oh so high!

Open  
24 Hours

Los Angeles Unified School 
District Superintendent Austin 
Beutner and musician, tech entre-
preneur and philanthropist will.i.am 
announced a new effort to expand 
science, technology, engineering, 
arts and math education for students 
in underserved communities. 

The LAUSD has seen the posi-
tive success the artist’s i.am Angel 
Foundation has achieved by serving 
1,400 students in Boyle Heights 
during the past 11 years. LAUSD 
and the i.am Angel Foundation are 
partnering this summer to bring 
STEAM skill sets to more than 400 
new robotics clubs at middle and 
high schools. Approximately 
12,000 students are anticipated to 
participate in the programs when 
the school year starts in August. 

“Twelve-thousand more students 
will have the opportunity to learn 
how to play new team sport – build-
ing robots and competing alongside 
friends,” Beutner said. “STEAM 
education will provide students 
with hands-on learning opportuni-
ties and the knowledge needed to 
earn good-paying jobs in the tech-
nology industry.” 

Created by will.i.am in 2009, the 
i.am Angel Foundation supports 
students living below the poverty 
line in the neighborhood in which 
he grew up in Boyle Heights and 
East Los Angeles. It provides 
access to after-school tutoring, 
STEAM courses, robotics clubs 
and computer coding classes.  

“Every school has a basketball 
court and many have football fields, 
but only two businesses benefit 
from these skill sets, and it’s mostly 
for boys,” said will.i.am, well-
known as a founding member of the 
Black Eyed Peas. “Football is great, 
but my niece will never play for the 
NFL. With robotics clubs, boys and 
girls can learn valuable STEM 

skills and how to work in teams – 
knowledge that helps secure college 
scholarships and eventually, high-
paying jobs. With FIRST Robotics, 
every child can be a winner in 
school, work and in life. My mis-
sion is to put a robotics club in 
every public school, and we are off 
to a great start with this new pro-
gram in Los Angeles.” 

For information, visit 
achieve.lausd.net/robotics. 

photo courtesy of the LAUSD 

Students will have more opportunities to learn about robotics through a 
partnership between the LAUSD and the i.am Angel Foundation.

Music superstar gives boost to 
LAUSD robotics programs

The Los Angeles Unified School 
District Board of Education on June 
22 approved creation of a program 
to modernize, upgrade or develop 
athletic facilities at high schools 
across Los Angeles Unified using 
revenue from voter-approved 
Measure RR. 

Under the resolution, district staff 
will return in 90 days with a plan 
for selecting and funding the pro-
jects. The resolution also indicates 
the need for the program to consid-
er and address the specific needs of 
LGBTQ+ students and students 
with disabilities. The board is also 

seeking potential partners to help 
fund the projects. 

Measure RR, which was 
approved by 71% of voters in 2021, 
provides $7 billion to upgrade, 
modernize and replace aging and 
deteriorating public school facili-
ties, update technology and address 
inequities in school facilities. 

Los Angeles Unified fields 2,074 
teams across 88 high schools, 
according to the latest count. But 
many schools have athletic facili-
ties deemed inadequate, undersized 
or outdated for competitive sports. 
More than six out of 10 high school 

programs have at least one team 
that uses off-campus facilities. 
Overall, roughly 100 teams play 
their home games away from cam-
pus. 

“Outdoor activity and sports pro-
gramming is an important part of 
promoting health and fitness for our 
students,” said board Vice President 
Nick Melvoin, 4th District. “I’m 
proud to support this resolution to 
ensure that all of LA Unified’s stu-
dent athletes have equitable access 
to the athletic facilities and 
resources they need to compete and 
succeed.” 

LAUSD approves improvement and development of athletic facilities

Summer of learning begins for LAUSD
Los Angeles Unified School 

District Superintendent Austin 
Beutner on June 23 announced 
almost 100,000 students have start-
ed summer school, which includes 
both in-person and online instruc-
tion, as well as the return of popular 
online enrichment courses. 

Approximately 1,400 preschool 
students, 38,000 elementary school 
students, 15,000 middle school stu-
dents and 43,000 high school stu-
dents are currently enrolled.  

To mitigate learning loss due to 
the pandemic and to keep students 
engaged with their school commu-
nity throughout the summer, 
LAUSD has made summer school 
available to all students, from 
preschool through adult school, for 
the first time.  

“We are excited to offer summer 
school for all students, which 
includes reading, math, science and 
English for K-8 students and credit-

earning opportunities for high 
school students,” Beutner said. 
“We’re offering nearly 200 different 
enrichment classes for all ages and 
all grades that literally go from A to 
Z – from African-American history 
to zoology.” 

A full-day summer enrichment 
program is offered through July 30 
on 337 elementary and middle 
school campuses, with in-person 
activities focusing on academic, 
physical, creative and social-emo-
tional development. In addition, the 
adult education summer program 
which begins July 6 includes career-
training and English-language 
classes. 

Some of the most popular enrich-
ment classes from last summer have 
returned, including science of sports 
with the Los Angeles Chargers and 
a voyage on the Titanic. Fender 
Guitar is providing an additional 
2,500 middle school students a free 

acoustic or electric guitar, an elec-
tric bass or a ukulele as they join the 
5,000 students already participating 
in teacher-led music classes. 

Educators worked with the cre-
ative talents at Illumination, the cre-
ators of the Minions, to put together 
a cartooning and animation class 
where high-schoolers are earning 
credits for both high school gradua-
tion and college admission require-
ments. 

Middle school students can learn 
storytelling skills and create their 
own comic book with the help of 
DC Super Heroes in the 
WarnerMedia story lab or explore 
history and culture in a Black/Pan 
African American history course. 
High school students in artificial 
intelligence for good will learn the 
basics of artificial intelligence and 
apply them to address a social issue 
in their community. 

For information, visit lausd.net.  

 
Special Occasion Flowers  

Signature Spice Blends  
emilyjilgco.com 
a lifestyle brand

“Football is great, but 
my niece will never play 

for the NFL.” 
will.i.am 

musician, tech entrepreneur and 
philanthropist on the importance of 

STEM learning

http://www.cantersdeli.com
http://www.vineamericanparty.com
https://www.emilyjilg.com
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The Beverly Hills Unified 
School District Board of Education 
on June 22 approved the appoint-
ment of Beverly Hills High School 
Assistant Principal Torray 
Johnson.  

Johnson has nearly 20 years of 
experience, starting as a high 
school English teacher with the 
New Orleans Parish School Board, 
and then later with the Chaffey 
Joint Union High School District. 
He then spent 10 years in various 
roles including English 
Department chair, academy lead 
teacher and adult school counselor 
with the Los Angeles Unified 
School District. He was then called 
into the administrative ranks, join-
ing the Antelope Valley Union 
High School District. His first 
assignment was at Palmdale High 
School as the vice principal over-
seeing athletics; most recently, he 
served as the vice principal over-
seeing special education at 
Antelope Valley High School.  

“Mr. Johnson’s extensive time 
in the high school arena leaves 
him well-poised to further the 
exemplary work of our BHHS 
staff, students and community,” 
said Superintendent Michael 
Bregy. 

“With substantial experience in 
[Positive Behavior Interventions 
and Supports], special education 
and beyond, Mr. Johnson will 
bring an innovative perspective to 
our Norman family.”  

Johnson holds a master of edu-
cation degree in educational lead-
ership and policy studies from the 
UCLA Principal Leadership 
Institute, a master of arts degree in 

secondary teacher education from
the University of Phoenix and a
bachelor of arts degree in English
literature from Dillard University.
Johnson will begin in the new
position with BHUSD in July.

“In looking at the accomplish-
ments of the current team, I feel
fortunate to work with individuals
who not only value education but
place student outcomes at the cen-
ter of their decisions,” Johnson
said. “As the district continues to
grow and meet its goals, I look for-
ward to offering my skill set to the
students, families and staff of
BHHS and the Beverly Hills
Unified School District.”

For information, visit bhusd.org. 

photo courtesy of BHUSD 

Torray Johnson

Board OKs new BHHS asst. principal  

Three Beverly Hills High School 
students will receive scholarships 
through the David Heiferman 
Memorial Award. 

Students Mia De Castro Basto, 
Ricky Lee and Alana Perkins will 
each receive $3,000 to help further 
their academic studies. Basto plans 
to attend Barnard College at 
Columbia University, Lee will 
attend Santa Monica College and 
Perkins will study at the University 
of Florida. The scholarships are 
presented annually by a nonprofit 
organization founded in 1990 by 
the family of David Heiferman. 

“This fund was established more 
than 30 years ago to commemorate 
the life of my brother, who we lost 
far too soon,” trustee Dana 

Tomarken said. “We also realize 
that one of the most significant fac-
tors facing young people now is 
that debt can be a real barrier to 
higher education. As a family, pass-
ing on hope and resources to stu-
dents is something David and we 
all want to accomplish.” 

Tomarken has a long history in 
arts and culture in Beverly Hills, 
having been executive director of 
the Beverly Hills Education 
Foundation and owner of Tomarken 
Productions and Fenton & 
Tomarken & Associates. She was 
formerly president of the Beverly 
Hills Board of Education, and 
served as the longtime vice presi-
dent for MusiCares and the 
Grammy Museum. Her sister, Tobi 

Blatt, and brother, Jim Jones, help 
oversee the memorial scholarships. 

Their mother, Annabelle 
Heiferman, was a former mayor of 
Beverly Hills, known for her nego-
tiating skills and advocacy on 
behalf of the community. She is 
also well known for establishing 
free parking for up to two hours in 
the city. 

Each year, the Beverly Hills 
Education Foundation presents 
scholarships to outstanding seniors. 
The students were selected for 
demonstrating exemplary commu-
nity service and leadership quali-
ties. 

David Heiferman attended 
Hawthorne School and Beverly 
Hills High School. After his death, 
the family established the David 
Heiferman Memorial Scholarship 
Fund to highlight achievements of 
Beverly Hills High School seniors. 

For information, visit bhef.org. 
photos courtesy of BHUSD 

Loyola High School of Los 
Angeles, the oldest continually 
operating educational institution in 
Southern California, has hired 
Damaine M. Powell to lead its var-
sity basketball program. 

Powell comes to Loyola from St. 
Paul High School in Santa Fe 
Springs, where he has been head 
coach for seven years. 

“Coach Powell brings to Loyola 
more than 26 years of coaching 
experience at the high school level 
as well as at the university level,” 
Athletic Director Chris O’Donnell 
said. “The many championships he 
and his teams have won throughout 
his career speak for themselves. We 
are very fortunate to have him lead 
Loyola basketball.” 

At St. Paul High School, 
Powell’s teams clinched the confer-
ence championship four times. At 
California State University, 
Dominguez Hills for 10 years, 
Powell won the conference cham-
pionship three times. He also 
served as an assistant coach at USC 
and head coach at Compton 
College. 

“I’m very excited to join one of 

the best academic institutions in the 
state of California,” Powell said. 
“I’m looking forward to joining an 
elite team of administrators to con-
tinue the excellent tradition of boys 
basketball at Loyola.” 

Powell is also an accomplished 
educator. He taught history and 
algebra at St. Paul’s, history at 
California State University, 
Dominguez Hills, and history at 
Compton Community College. He 
will also teach Algebra 2 at Loyola 
High School. 

Loyola High School of Los 
Angeles is located at 1901 Venice 
Blvd. For information, visit loy-
olahs.edu. 

Mia De Castro Basto Ricky Lee Alana Perkins

Beverly Hills graduating seniors receive  
David Heiferman Memorial Award

Loyola welcomes acclaimed  
new varsity basketball coach

photo courtesy of Loyola High School 

Coach Damaine M. Powell

The Los Angeles Unified School 
District Board of Education adopted 
a resolution affirming the district’s 
commitment to protecting the health 
and safety of students, staff and 
families when schools reopen for 
the 2021-22 school year. 

Sponsored by board member 
Scott M. Schmerelson, the resolu-
tion calls for schools to be cleaned 
and sanitized to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus, and for students 
and staff to have access to personal 
protective equipment and COVID-
19 vaccinations. It also allows 
schools to hire a full-time health 

care assistant if they are unable to 
recruit a nurse to serve the campus 
five days a week. 

“As a former principal, I am 
proud to sponsor a resolution that 
will allow the district to make the 
return to in person schooling safe 
and healthy for every student and 
family,” Schmerelson said. “Our 
ongoing commitment to protecting 
students will inspire confidence 
among Los Angeles Unified fami-
lies and let them know that there is 
someone they can turn to on campus 
if any health concern arises.”  

For information, visit lausd.net. 

District commits to health care  
services when campuses reopen

https://www.pilgrim-school.org
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Try it  
a la Mode

Curbside Pick-Up  
& Online Delivery Available

In the Original Farmers Market  
 3rd & Fairfax 

 (323)933-8446  
(323)933-8447 

Getty president and CEO Cuno plans retirement

photo © 2011 J. Paul Getty Trust 

James Cuno, president and CEO of the J. Paul Getty Trust, will step 
down once a successor has been selected. 

International arts leader and schol-
ar James Cuno has announced plans 
to retire as the president and CEO of 
the J. Paul Getty Trust after a decade 
at the helm of one of the world’s 
largest philanthropic organizations 
for visual arts and cultural heritage. 

“It has been my honor to serve this 
tremendous organization, and to play 
a small part in expanding its mission 
to broaden and deepen our under-
standing of the human experience 
through the visual arts,” Cuno said.   
“It has been incredibly fulfilling to 
see the impact of our collective work 
in conservation, research, museum 
presentation and philanthropy, and I 
am so grateful to the many dedicated 
staff and volunteers who make it all 
possible.”  

Cuno recently informed the 
Getty’s board of trustees of his inten-
tion to retire and will remain in his 
role until his successor is selected 
and in place. Cuno cited his turning 
70, completing his 10th year of ser-
vice to the Getty and “the natural 
transition to a post-COVID world” 
as factors leading to his decision to 

retire. As president emeritus, he will 
continue to work on projects related 
to the greater understanding and 
conservation of the world’s cultural 
heritage, he said.  

“Jim brought great stability and 
energy to Getty, which has grown 
stronger through digitization and 
expanded engagement with both 
Los Angeles and the world,” board 
chairman David Lee said. “Jim 
deeply understands the power of art 
to unify the world, to teach us about 
humanity and to connect us through 
our common heritage. He is one of 
our greatest art historians, and his 
leadership in this regard has been 
unwavering.” 

Lee said the Getty board will 
appoint a committee to begin an 
international search.  

Cuno joined the Getty Trust in 
August 2011, overseeing adminis-
tration and its four major programs 
including the Getty Museum, Getty 

Conservation Institute, Getty 
Research Institute and Getty 
Foundation, which collectively 
employ 1,400 people and engage 
over 600 volunteers.  

During Cuno’s tenure, Getty 
increased its outreach and engage-
ment in the Los Angeles region, 
most recently providing $10 million 
to seed the L.A. Arts Recovery 
Fund, which grew through matching 
funding to provide more than $37 
million in pandemic recovery sup-
port for 90 Los Angeles-area small- 
and mid-sized community arts orga-
nizations. The Getty is currently 
preparing for the third in its Pacific 
Standard Time series of arts collabo-
rations, to be held across the Los 
Angeles region in 2024, with grants 
to dozens of arts organizations to 
create exhibitions, publications and 
scholarships on the theme of art and 
science. 

For information, visit getty.edu. 

Vice president spreads  
message about safety

Former Vice President Al Gore visited Fairfax High School in this 
photograph in the June 24, 1999, issue of the Beverly Press and Park 
Labrea News. Gore presented his plan for safer schools and said it 
offered more federal support for activities to keep young people out of 
trouble, and tougher penalties for criminals who target children. His 
speech on school safety was made a little more than two months after 
the mass shooting in April 1999 at Columbine High School in 
Colorado. At the time, Gore had also recently announced his candida-
cy for president in the 2000 election.

The city of West Hollywood 
presents the 2021 WeHo LIVE! 
Virtual Friday Happy Hour music 
series on Friday evenings at 6 
p.m. in July, August and 
September. The online concerts 
can be enjoyed by visiting 
weho.org/weholive. 

The virtual series will kickoff 
on Friday, July 2, at 6 p.m. with 
DJ Asha, who will play a selec-
tion of party anthems, dance and 
top 40. DJ Mamabear will be fea-
tured on July 9, playing a selec-
tion of funk, soul and dance 
music. 

On July 23, West Hollywood 
resident and veteran DJ Casey 
Alva will be the special guest. 

Alva is the 20-year resident DJ at 
the Abbey and takes pride in 
being a member of the LGBTQ+ 
community. DJ Trauma headlines 
on July 30, playing a unique mix 
of hip-hop, R&B, commercial 
dance and top 40 hits. 

The series continues with Sloan 
& Sinclair on Aug. 6, DJ Phatrick 
on Aug. 13 and Sindri on Aug. 27. 
On Sept. 3, DJ Dazzler will be 
featured, followed by Kid Enzo 
Music on Sept. 10 and d. painter 
on Sept. 24. 

The 2021 WeHo LIVE! series 
is organized by West 
Hollywood’s Arts Division. For 
information, visit 
weho.org/weholive.

WeHo launches virtual DJ 
summer music series

MOCA offers 
free tickets  
July 1-11

MOCA Grand Avenue is open 
with advance free ticket reserva-
tions from Thursday, July 1, 
through Friday, July 11. 

All visitors, including members, 
must register for advance timed-
entry tickets by calling (213)633-
5351 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., or vis-
iting moca.org. Reservations are 
also available in person Thursday 
through Sunday, from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m., at the MOCA box office, 250 
S. Grand Ave.  

Protecting the health and well-
being of staff and visitors is the 
museum’s top priority, and every-
one will be required to wear face 
masks and maintain a six-foot dis-
tance from anyone outside of their 
household at all times. MOCA 
Grand Avenue will be closed on 
July 4. 

For information, call (213)626-
6222, or visit moca.org.

http://dupars.net/Store/
https://www.theagencyre.com
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Geffen Playhouse sets 
25th anniversary lineup

Geffen Playhouse will return 
to in-person performances in 
September with a reimagined 
25th anniversary season, repre-
sentatives announced on June 30. 
The season will launch Sept. 14, 
2021, and run through July 24, 
2022.  

In addition to two productions 
rescheduled from the partially 
cancelled 2019-20 season, “The 
Enigmatist” and “Man of God,” 
the lineup features new titles 
“Paradise Blue,” “Power of Sail” 
and “TRAYF,” all making their 
West Coast premieres. Two addi-
tional productions to be per-
formed in the Gil Cates Theater 
will be announced at a later date, 
completing the season. 

To launch its 2022-23 season 
next year, Geffen Playhouse will 
present the Stephen Daldry pro-
duction of playwright Matthew 
Lopez’s “The Inheritance,” 
directed by Mike Donahue. “The 
Inheritance” was previously 
announced as part of the original 
Geffen Playhouse 25th anniver-
sary season. 

“The Geffen 25th anniversary 
season we announced in March 
of 2020 sought to honor the past 
and look toward a bright future,” 
Geffen Playhouse Artistic 
Director Matt Shakman said. 
“That bright future ended up 
encompassing seven wonderful 
virtual shows that allowed us to 
stay connected to audiences. 
Now, after a year and a half of 
closed doors, we are over-
whelmed with joy that we will be 
back in our beautiful theater. 
Beginning in the fall, extraordi-
nary artists like Bryan Cranston, 
Dominique Morisseau, David 
Kwong and Lindsay Joelle, 
among so many others, will help 
us light up this theater in a way 
we never have. We look forward 
to opening our doors, finally 
turning off the ghost light and 
going on with the show.” 

The season will commence in 
the Audrey Skirball Kenis 

Theater with the West Coast pre-
miere of “The Enigmatist,” a 
highly inventive, immersive the-
atrical experience from 
renowned master illusionist and 
magician David Kwong. The 
West Coast premiere of play-
wright Dominique Morisseau’s 
“Paradise Blue” will follow, 
making it the first production on 
the Gil Cates Theater stage since 
the theater closed in March 2020 
as a result of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  

The season will continue in the 
Gil Cates Theater with Tony 
Award winner Bryan Cranston 
leading the cast of playwright 
Paul Grellong’s “Power of Sail.” 
Playwright Lindsay Joelle’s 
“TRAYF” will then join the line-
up in the Audrey Skirball Kenis 
Theater. The final production 
being presented in the Audrey 
Skirball Kenis Theater will be 
playwright Anna Ouyang 
Moench’s “Man of God,” origi-
nally scheduled for the 
2019/2020 season, but canceled 
the day before opening night in 
March 2020 due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.  

Two additional productions 
will join the Gil Cates Theater 
lineup and be announced at a 
later date. 

For information, visit geffen-
playhouse.org. 

Bryan Cranston

Celebrate Independence Day at Grand Park 
Grand Park will host a month-

long public art installation that 
applies an artistic lens to celebrate 
home and freedom from July 1-31. 
“Grand Park’s Portraits of 
Freedom: Building a Life in L.A.” 
will feature photography and video 
exhibitions, as well as a nighttime 
projection installation.  

Located throughout different 
areas of Grand Park between Grand 
Avenue and North Broadway, the 
on-site programming will illumi-
nate Los Angeles through civic 
pride, identity and engagement 
while narrating cornerstone stories 
of the American experience.  

“Portraits of Freedom: Building a 
Life in L.A.” will take place in lieu 
of the annual Grand Park + The 

Music Center’s Fourth of July 
Block Party; the county’s largest 
free Independence Day celebration 
will return in 2022.  

Grand Park will remain open on 
July 4 for Angelenos to enjoy the 
installations and the park’s lush gar-
dens and grassy areas.  

However, there will be no live 
events, including the traditional 
fireworks show, occurring that day 
as the county finalizes its master 
reopening plan that will allow the 
park to resume more large-scale 
events. 

“Rather than a one-day event, 
Grand Park is marking the July 4 
holiday with a monthlong celebra-
tion with ‘Grand Park’s Portraits of 
Freedom: Building a Life in L.A.’ 

The public art installations high-
light the people and places of Los 
Angeles County and our diverse 
interests and serve as inspiration 
behind our collective longing for 
life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness,” Rachel S. Moore, president 
and CEO of the Music Center, said. 
“Our Grand Park team has curated 
a multitude of arts experiences to 
inform and celebrate our communi-
ty while allowing Angelenos to 
ease back into summer routines, 
including relaxing in the park on 
warm days or strolling through its 
beautiful green spaces on cool 
evenings.” 

Grand Park is located at 200 N. 
Grand Ave. For information, music-
center.org.  

Grammy Museum program to award research grants 
The Grammy Museum Grant 

Program announced on Tuesday 
that $200,000 in grants will be 
awarded to 12 recipients in the 
United States to help facilitate a 
range of research on a variety of 
subjects, as well as support a num-
ber of archiving and preservation 
programs. 

Funded by the Recording 
Academy, the Grammy Museum 
Grant Program provides funding 
annually to organizations and indi-
viduals to support efforts that 
advance the archiving and preser-
vation of the recorded sound her-
itage of the Americas for future 
generations, in addition to 
research projects related to the 
impact of music on the human 

condition.  
“This year marks the 34th year 

that the Grammy Museum and 
Recording Academy have part-
nered to provide much-deserved 
funding for music research and 
preservation projects across the 
United States and Canada,” 
Grammy Museum President 
Michael Sticka said. “During that 
time, we have awarded more than 
$7.7 million to nearly 450 
grantees. As an educational and 
cultural nonprofit institution, we 
know firsthand how critical grant 
funding is in order to deliver mea-
surable results and impact through 
our mission. This is why we’re 
proud to support these impressive 
projects that are at the intersection 

of music and science, and work to 
maintain our shared musical lega-
cy for generations to come.” 

In 2008, the program expanded 
its categories to include assistance 
grants for individuals and small- to 
mid-sized organizations to aid col-
lections held by individuals and 
organizations that may not have 
access to the expertise needed to 
create a preservation plan.  

The assistance planning 
process, which may include inven-
torying and stabilizing a collec-
tion, articulates the steps to be 
taken to ultimately archive record-
ed sound materials for future gen-
erations. 

For information, visit grammy-
museum.org. 

Garcetti launches grant program 
for chambers of commerce

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
has announced a Chambers of 
Commerce Relief Fund that will 
offer chambers that experienced 
declines in membership and 
fundraising with grants from $5,000 
to $10,000. 

“The last thing our small business-
es need right now is to lose a lifeline 
that has helped keep them afloat,” 
Garcetti said. “Our chambers of 
commerce have always been the 
beating heart of our local economy, 
and as we continue down the road of 
recovery, these grants will play an 
indispensable role in lifting up our 
workforce, revitalizing our small 
businesses and ensuring that they 
can continue to turn to chambers for 
the help and support they deserve.” 

During the pandemic, many 
chambers provided crucial one-on-
one assistance, offered webinars and 
a myriad of other resources to sup-
port businesses impacted by 
COVID-19, the mayor said. At the 
same time, many chambers exhaust-
ed resources when they experienced 
declines in membership dues and 
fundraising. 

The grants, which include 

$450,000 raised by the Mayor’s 
Fund for Los Angeles, will provide 
selected chambers with grants of 
$5,000 to $10,000 depending on 
their size and recovery services 
offered. The funding will ensure that 
chambers of commerce can continue 
to provide technical support and 
advocate in support of small busi-
nesses during the city’s economic 
recovery from COVID.  

“This initiative illustrates how 
government, philanthropy and the 
private sector must work together to 
overcome our toughest challenges,” 
said Deidre Lind, president and CEO 
of the Mayor’s Fund for Los 
Angeles. “Small businesses are the 
backbone of L.A.’s economy, which 
is why they have been a focus of 
ours since our inception.” 

To qualify, organizations must be 
registered with the IRS as a 501c(6) 
(organization with annual revenues 
of $750,000 or less). They must also 
be located in the city of Los Angeles 
and primarily support businesses 
within city limits. 

For information, visit mayors-
fundla.org/program/economic-
development-for-covid-relief. 
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Metro invites community-based 
arts organizations to submit con-
cepts for an original mosaic artwork 
near the future Westwood/VA 
Hospital station on the Purple Line 
Extension Project. 

The new artwork will replace a 
portion of the National Veterans 
Mural  located on the off-ramp wall 
from westbound Wilshire 
Boulevard to Bonsall Avenue, 
which will be decommissioned. 
While the majority of the over 
23,000-square-foot mural will 
remain, the removal of a portion is 
necessary to build the north plaza 
of the Westwood/VA Hospital sta-
tion. 

Project planners determined 
there is no space to accommodate 
the portion of the mural in its origi-
nal location and it cannot be relo-
cated due to the condition and age 
of the wall. The remainder of the 
mural, which extends throughout 
the underpass and walls on all sides 
of the intersection, will be protected 

in place during construction. 
Dedicated in 1995, the National 

Veterans Mural was painted by 
artist and U.S. Navy veteran Peter 
Stewart, also known for his 
POW/MIA Mural in Venice. Both 
murals were created through the 
National Veterans Foundation, 
whose founder and veterans coun-
selor Shad Meshad worked with 
Stewart. Therapy sessions reignited 
Stewart’s passion for art during a 
period when he was suffering from 
PTSD, drug addiction and home-
lessness. Stewart died before the 
National Veterans Mural was com-
pleted. The mural has remained for 
over 26 years and is considered a 
landmark for veterans and staff at 
the VA West Los Angeles Medical 
Center. 

The Veterans Legacy Art Project 
artwork will honor the extensive 
National Veterans Mural painted at 
Wilshire Boulevard and Bonsall 
Avenue, near the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs West Los 

Angeles Medical Center. During 
construction of the new Metro sta-
tion, the mosaic artwork for the 
Veterans Legacy Art Project will be 
located directly across the street 
from the site of the original mural, 
facing the north plaza of the new 
station. 

A community-based arts organi-
zation will be selected by Metro to 
collaborate with a lead artist to 
develop programming and help 
contribute to the design of the 
mosaic artwork. Veterans will par-
ticipate in the design process and 
provide input on the final artwork. 
Applications are due on Aug. 27, at 
5 p.m.  

Arts organizations are encour-
aged to participate in an informa-
tional session on Thursday, July 1, 
from 2 to 4 p.m., via Zoom. To 
RSVP, visit eventbrite.com/e/veter-
ans-legacy-art-project-info-session-
registration-156954030731. 

For information and to apply, 
visit metro.net/art.

The British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts last month 
announced the 15 finalists for the 
2021 Global Student 
Accommodation BAFTA Student 
Awards. Following the announce-
ment of two new awards – BAFTA 
Student Award for Games and 
BAFTA Student Award for 
Immersive – submissions were 
received from 126 schools in 34 
countries and included narrative 
film, animation, documentary, 360 
videos, Experiential VR, VR Games 
and PC Games. The virtual ceremo-
ny is set to take place on July 23.  

“We continue to be impressed by 
the incredibly high standard of 
work submitted by these emerging 
creatives across the globe, particu-
larly with the addition of the Games 
and Immersive awards this year,” 
BAFTA Los Angeles Chair of the 

Board Kathryn Busby said. “It 
seems clear that no matter where in 
the world, or the format of story-
telling, there is an exciting, diverse 
and inclusive future ahead for our 
industry. BAFTA is proud to recog-
nize and support these impressive 
individuals, and we look forward to 
announcing the winners at our vir-
tual ceremony in July.”  

As part of the 2021 Student 
Awards program, BAFTA and GSA 
will offer its third BAFTA-GSA 
Short Film Commissioning Grant 
of $12,000 to a film or films on the 
topic of youth well-being. Those 
eligible for the grant include short-
listed filmmakers for the GSA 
BAFTA Student Awards, as well as 
participants of some of BAFTA’s 
New Talent Initiatives.  

The GSA BAFTA Student 
Awards celebrates and rewards the 
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Dedicated in 1995, the National Veterans Mural was painted by artist and U.S. 
Navy veteran Peter Stewart, also known for his POW/MIA Mural in Venice.

Art mosaics sought for subway station 

Warner Bros. Studio Tour 
Hollywood has welcomed back 
guests with new experiences that 
get fans closer to the entertainment. 

Upon arrival, guests will be 
greeted at the new welcome center 
– a gateway to Hollywood – with 
new ways to go behind the lens of 
movie-making magic. The studio 
tour includes the “Storytelling 
Showcase” and a new interactive 
grand finale titled “Action and 
Magic Made Here.” Also, a new 
studio store offers exclusive mer-
chandise from films and TV shows. 

“Entertainment is about connect-
ing with fans and we are thrilled to 
welcome guests back to the tour 
after a more than 15-month hiatus” 
Vice President and General 
Manager Danny Kahn said. “Our 
new experiences will take guests on 
a journey through our history, how 
we bring stories to life, and cele-
brate the DC Universe and 
Wizarding World.” 

Guests first enter the 
“Storytelling Showcase” where 
they examine the breadth of the stu-
dio’s film, TV and animation titles, 
as well as the technological innova-
tions from its cinema chain origins 
in 1923 to becoming one of the 
biggest entertainment companies in 
the world. Guests can take a selfie 
with a replica of the iconic Warner 
Bros. Studios water tower along a 
walk featuring an aerial view of the 
sprawling studio lot. 

After the guided tour of the lot, 
guests will arrive at “Stage 48: 
Script to Screen,” the studio tour’s 
interactive sound stage, where they 
can immerse themselves in the 
technology and methods of produc-
tion, and enjoy the Central Perk set 
from “Friends” and Sheldon’s 
apartment set from “The Big Bang 
Theory” before dining at the stu-

dio’s Central Perk Café. Guests 
will then head to the “Action and 
Magic Made Here” grand finale, 
where they’ll experience the uni-
verse of DC super heroes and super 
villains, and step behind-the-scenes 
of “Harry Potter” and “Fantastic 
Beasts” with new interactive expe-
riences, props, costumes and photo 
opportunities. DC fans will enter 
Batman’s secret lair and explore 
the new Batcave, where they can 
get up close to the authentic 
Batmobile from Tim Burton’s orig-
inal “Batman,” the Tumbler from 
“The Dark Knight,” and the 
Batwing from “Batman v. 
Superman.” Other highlights 
include the Lasso of Hestia from 
“Wonder Woman 1984,” Joker and 
Harley Quinn costumes from 
“Suicide Squad,” Poison Ivy in 
front of the actual Arkham Asylum 

gates featured in Joel 
Schumacher’s “Batman and 
Robin” and ephemera from 
“Aquaman,” “Superman” and Zack 
Snyder’s “Justice League.” 

The studio will be open only on 
weekends through July 11, with the 
exception of July 5. The tours will 
begin every 30 minutes from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. After July 15, the Studio 
Tours will run every 30 minutes 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Thursday 
through Monday. Adult tickets are 
$69; $59 for children ages 5-10. 
Southern California residents can 
purchase tickets for $57 on week-
days only, through Sept. 30. 
Advanced reservations are 
required. 

The Warner Bros. Studio is locat-
ed at 3400 Warner Blvd., Burbank. 
For information, visit wbstudio-
tour.com.

The Grammy Museum and the 
Recording Academy announced 
on June 22, in celebration of 
Black Music Month, a new multi-
year scholarship and internship 
program. The objective is to ele-
vate a new generation of Black 
music creators through a career 
development program for college 
students that will begin in 2022. 
The Quinn Coleman Scholarship 
is a financial scholarship and 
comprehensive internship pro-
gram that aims to continue to 
eliminate barriers in the music 
industry by providing profession-
al development opportunities to 
help prepare students for full-
time employment. 

“The music industry, Quinn’s 
family and friends and the gener-
al public came together to donate 
funds in memory of Quinn with 
the aim to impact the future of 
music,” said Michael Sticka, 
president of the Grammy 
Museum. “In collaboration with 
Quinn’s family, the Grammy 
Museum is honored to be the 
custodian of those funds to pro-
vide financial resources that will 
help to provide a pathway of pro-
fessional development and 
careers for the next generation of 
Black music creators. Our aim is 
to continue fundraising in 
Quinn’s honor to eventually 
establish an endowment to 
ensure that this important pro-
gram and work lasts well into the 
future.” 

The Grammy Museum will 
select currently enrolled college 
students in Atlanta, Los Angeles, 

Nashville, New York City and 
Washington, D.C., or surround-
ing areas who intend to pursue 
careers in the music industry or 
other related creative fields. One 
intern will be chosen from each 
city, for a total of five interns per 
year, who will work with the 
Grammy Museum, Recording 
Academy and affiliated chapters. 
Each of the chosen interns will be 
awarded a scholarship for tuition, 
a book and equipment stipend, 
money to invest in a personal 
portfolio and an interview prepa-
ration stipend, in addition to their 
paid summer internship. 

“Quinn’s creativity defied 
labels and expectations,” said 
Debra Lee, former chair and 
CEO of BET Networks. “In the 
mixing of songs shared during 
nights as DJ Spicoli; in the cre-
ation of his genre blending festi-
val Trillectro, which brought 
together musicians rarely placed 
together on the same lineup; and 
in countless other collaborations 
and projects, Quinn had the fore-
sight to create connections that 
others didn’t see coming. I am 
honored to have this internship 
and scholarship program named 
after my son, Quinn. Quinn had a 
passion for helping young Black 
music creators and artists, and 
this program will help keep his 
legacy alive.” 

More details on the scholarship 
and internship program, includ-
ing eligibility requirements, will 
be announced in next year.  

For information, visit grammy-
museum.org. 

BAFTA announces finalists for 
student awards 

Grammy Museum launches 
scholarship for Black musicians 

See TV and movie magic up close in studio tour 

photo by Matt Winkelmeyer/Getty Images for Warner Bros. Studios 

The Warner Bros. Studio Tour Hollywood includes a stop at the Central 
Perk set from the television show “Friends.”

next generation of talented and 
innovative filmmakers from around 
the globe. With past winners and 
nominees including Ryan Coogler 
(“Black Panther,” “Creed”), Sharat 
Raju (“Scandal,” “Fear the Walking 
Dead”), Clara Roquet, Annie 
Silverstein and Kevin Wilson Jr., 
the awards have created a legacy 
for rewarding the next big film-
makers in the industry. 

Film finalists were chosen from 
within the previously announced 60 
shortlisted films. BAFTA pro-

grammed a series of online events 
for the shortlisted filmmakers, 
including speed networking events 
with industry guests from BAFTA’s 
membership, as well as panels on 
the subjects of career development, 
representation, storytelling for 
Games, film festival submissions 
and film markets. All directors on 
the shortlist are given the opportu-
nity to apply for and join BAFTA’s 
New Talent programs, which 
includes year-round access to 
online events. 

The Student Awards is an impor-
tant component of BAFTA Los 
Angeles’ Access for All initiative, a 
year-round program created to 
ensure that talented individuals are 
offered a clear pathway to careers 
in the entertainment industry, unin-
hibited by background, demo-
graphics or personal circumstance. 
Activities include acclaimed schol-
arship, mentorship, education and 
community initiatives.  

For information, visit 
bafta.org/losangeles. 
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Enjoy outdoor films in 35mm at the Hollywood Legion Theater. 
 

Bogie’s Liquor

Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs 

5753 Melrose Ave.  
Corner of Melrose & Vine 

(323) 469-1414  
www.bogiesliquor.com  

Open 7 days  

Whether you’re  
headed to the  
beach, a BBQ  
or just lounging  
by the pool, find all your  
favorite beverages at Bogies!

4th OF JULY FUN STARTS HERE!

Few things spell summer like car 
chases and corny one-liners. And 
after a missed hot season with no 
tent poles vying for top dog at the 
box office, “F9” is a refreshing 
reminder of how big and ridiculous 
cinema can and should be. 

It packs the classic “Fast and 
Furious” one-two punch: one, 
unthinkably bad jokes; two, 

insanely entertaining thrills. 
Dominic Toretto (Vin Diesel) 

lives in solitude, protecting his son 
from many enemies the man has 
racked up over the years. Love-of-
his-life Letty (Michelle Rodriguez) 
sticks around because she adores 
them both, but hiding ain’t her 
style. So when the crew – Tej 
(Ludacris), Ramsey (Nathalie 
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Vin Diesel and Michelle Rodriguez return in “F9,” the latest in the “Fast 
Saga.”

chise is built on predictable block-
ing, but that hardly undoes any of 
the pleasures on display – at least 
for those who enjoy this type of 
thing. 

Certainly eye rolls will abound. 
Films that go right to ludicrous 
speed were once the primary cur-
rency of spoofs. No more. And 
with a $200 million budget, “F9” 
injects each excessive sequence 
with the kind of panache put on 
pause for over a year. 

It redeems the series after two 
bland entries that tried for bigger 
set pieces but forgot to give their 
films a soul. To help increase the 
stakes this time around, we experi-
ence several flashbacks of Dom 
and Jakob that serve as the emo-
tional center. Unlike a singular 
journey 20-something years in the 
past, these roll out evenly all the 
way to the end. That’s what sets 
this one apart. 

Don’t call this B-movie enter-
tainment. It’s too costly, enjoys a 
higher degree of dramatic heft and 
features too many big names in 
supporting and minor roles: Helen 
Mirren, Russell, Michael Rooker 

and even Cardi B. 
Mind you, “F8” killed the three-

film winning streak. Somehow, the 
films improved upon the fifth 
through the seventh installments. 
That’s more unlikely than a 
tripped-out Pontiac successfully 
reaching zero G. But the previous 
film and its spinoff (look up the 
drama between Vin Diesel and 
Dwayne Johnson to understand 
how “Hobbs and Shaw” came to 
be) brought the verbose flicks 
down a few notches. 

They were big and dumb without 
the panache. But Justin Lin, who 
directed the series from the third to 
sixth film, returns with gusto. He 
knows his way around a well-craft-
ed action scene, sporting a solid 
mix of live-action and CGI materi-
al. 

“F9” doesn’t quite land as well 
as “Fast Five” and “Furious Seven” 
(the best two of the whole shebang) 
or even a couple others, but paves 
the way for more outlandish heists 
and encounters to come. Let’s hope 
it premieres in theaters on sched-
ule, without another pandemic get-
ting in the way.

‘F9’ is the summer blockbuster we’ve needed

Emmanuel), Roman (Tyrese 
Gibson) – inform them that former 
black-ops associate Mr. Nobody 
(Kurt Russell) crash landed after 
apprehending Dom and the gang’s 
previous foe Cipher (Charlize 
Theron), Letty is out the door, but 
Dom needs a moment before going 
full throttle. 

Family is all that matters, and 
Nobody has always been a friend. 
But this crazy adventure will test 
Dom’s loyalty to family when he 
confronts his estranged brother 
Jakob (John Cena), who has his 
eyes set on a unique device that can 
hijack any and all computers. 
Jakob’s involvement brings Mia 
(Jordana Brewster) out of hiding, 
and eventually another familiar 
face rejoins the team (ahem, fami-
ly), Han (Sung Kang), previously 
thought dead but revived (maybe 
thanks to a #JusticeForHan viral 
campaign). 

To call these films dumb is a 
tired trope. Once a modest under-
cover cop and heist film combined, 
circa “Point Break,” the now-called 
“Fast Saga” carved out its own 
brand of absurdity. In “Furious 
Seven,” cars crashing through one 
skyscraper after another, only for 
the crew to walk away unscathed. 
In “F8,” all parties involved must 
avoid a submarine whilst drifting 
their muscle cars across ice. 

Perhaps that seemed like the 
final shark jump that would snuff 
out a franchise garnering $7 billion 
across 10 films. That last sentence 
alone hints at more installments to 
come. But where does Dom and the 
rest go now, once a couple of them 
dipped into outer space? 

That and Han’s retconned death 
aren’t spoilers. In fact, very little 
that graces the screen is shocking 
or out of place. This entire fran-
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John Cena stars as Jakob, Dominic Toretto’s (Vin Diesel) estranged 
brother, in “F9.”

The Hollywood Legion Theater 
opened the first nightly drive-in 
theater in Hollywood in 2020, and 
on Thursday, July 1, the theater will 
premiere its newly-installed 35mm 
film system and kick off the 
Summer of Celluloid film series, 
sponsored by Kodak Motion 
Picture and Entertainment. The 
Hollywood Legion Theater will be 
the only drive-in cinema in the 
western United States running 
35mm film. 

“Analog 35mm film projection at 
an outdoor cinema is a rare and spe-
cial experience,” Hollywood 
Legion Theater creative director 
and chief projectionist Taylor 
Umphenour said. “In this case, 
we’ve decided to go even further by 
giving our audiences the unique 
experience of being able to see our 
film projectionists running shows 
through our transparent glass-
walled projection tower.” 

The Legion Theater’s projection 
booth was specially designed to 
accommodate the two changeover 
film projectors needed to run 35mm 
feature films outdoors. Weighing 
800 pounds each, forklifts were 
needed to hoist the projectors into 
the 20-foot-long projection tower, 
which became fully operational last 
week. 

“We are pulling back the cur-
tain,” theater director Bill Steele 
said. “We hope that audiences will 
develop an appreciation for just 

how much work goes into putting 
on film shows, and how important 
it is that we all help preserve this 
precious art form.” 

The project was funded by dona-
tions from Legion Theater patrons 
and filmmakers, as well as contri-
butions from studios. Kodak 
Motion Picture and Entertainment 
was one among the sponsors. 

“We received an outpouring of 
support from our fans and key con-
tributions from several major orga-
nizations and companies dedicated 
to analog film,” Umphenour added. 

“Kodak applauds the Legion 
Theater’s ingenuity and tireless 
efforts to bring Angelenos a unique 
theatrical experience during the 
pandemic and beyond,” said 
Vanessa Bendetti, global managing 
director of Kodak Motion Picture 
and Entertainment. “Projection on 
analog film is a visceral experience 
that’s incomparable to what we see 
on small screen devices and in-
home monitors. We appreciate the 
Legion’s commitment to and 
investment in 35mm and 70mm 
film projection, and the drive-in’s 
new transparent projection booth 
should not be missed.” 

The Summer of Celluloid film 
series launches with “Jaws” on July 
1, and “Twister” on July 2. 

Tickets start at $25 and include 
unlimited popcorn. For information 
and tickets, visit hollywoodle-
giontheater.com. 

Hollywood Legion Theater presents 
‘Summer of Celluloid’ in 35mm 

https://bogiesliquor.com
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The Board of Directors of the
Rodeo Drive Committee
announced on June 17 the election
of Kathy Gohari as president, effec-
tive July 1.

“On behalf of the Rodeo Drive
Committee Board of Directors, I
am delighted to announce the elec-
tion of Kathy Gohari as president,”
outgoing President Nicola Cagliata
said. “Her ongoing commitment
and dedication to advancing the
organization’s mission to support
the interests of our members and of
Rodeo Drive are unparalleled. She
has forged enduring relationships
with the city of Beverly Hills and
our members and partners. We wel-
come her back again as president
for a prosperous and exciting new
term.”

Gohari’s involvement with the
Rodeo Drive Committee spans
more than two decades, during
which time she served as president
in 2017-18 and most recently as
vice president, representing the
interests of its members including
retailers, hoteliers and landowners.
She is a respected luxury expert and
liaison to the city of Beverly Hills
and serves as a member of the
board of the Beverly Hills

Conference and Visitors Bureau.
Among her duties as newly elect-

ed president, Gohari will lead a pro-
gram of innovative and creative
marketing initiatives to promote
and enhance Rodeo Drive, and
assemble and mentor a group of
professional members with aspira-
tions to lead the world-renowned,
luxury retail destination into the
future.

“Through my longtime involve-
ment with the committee as past
president and vice president, I am
committed to ensuring the well-
being of the street and the commu-
nity surrounding it,” Gohari said.
“My main goal during this new
term is to form an executive board
that I can prepare to continue the
legacy of this remarkable and
dynamic organization for years to
come.”

Gohari has over 30 years of lux-
ury experience on Rodeo Drive.
The famed three-block stretch in
Beverly Hills has remained a con-
stant in her career, which includes
positions at Valentino, Christian
Lacroix, Giorgio Armani and Dolce
& Gabbana. Gohari entered the
world of luxury retail on Rodeo
Drive while still in school at

FIDM/Fashion Institute of Design 
& Merchandising in Los Angeles.  

For information, visit rodeo-
drive-bh.com. 

Looking for summer science 
enrichment? The Natural History 
Museums of Los Angeles County 
Adventures in Nature Day Camp is 
available online. 

From July 6-30, participants can 
explore new topics each week, from 
dinosaurs to dire wolves, to alliga-
tor lizards and the creatures off the 
coast of Los Angeles, all from the 
safety of home. Enroll children 
(kindergarten through fifth grade) 
in four interactive virtual classes, 
and they will learn about fascinat-

ing subjects that spark their natural 
curiosity and creativity.  

The theme for July 6-9 is 
dinosaurs. From July 12-16, the 
theme is Wild L.A. City Safari. The 
treasures of the La Brea Tar Pits is 
the theme from July 19-23. Under 
the Sea is the theme for July 26-30.  

Each week includes camp staff 
leading lessons and activities for 90 
minutes, as well as an at-home DIY 
activities kit that includes a work-
book with activity instructions and 
activity materials for five days of 

engagement. Campers can do these 
activities at their leisure and away 
from the computer screen with 
some parent involvement. 

Campers will also receive camp 
T-shirts.  

The cost is $100 per session for 
members and $175 for non-mem-
bers, which will also receive a fam-
ily pass for two children and two 
adults to use before Dec. 31.  

Registration is now available. 
For information, visit 
nhmlac.org/adventures-nature. 

The Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences announced on 
June 24 that its Board of Governors 
voted to present honorary awards to 
Samuel L. Jackson, Elaine May and 
Liv Ullmann, and the Jean Hersholt 
Humanitarian Award to Danny 
Glover. The four Oscar statuettes 
will be presented at the Academy’s 
12th Governors Awards on Jan. 15, 
2022, in Los Angeles. 

“We are thrilled to present this 
year’s Governors Awards to four 
honorees who have had a profound 
impact on both film and society,” 
Academy President David Rubin 
said. “Sam Jackson is a cultural 
icon whose dynamic work has res-
onated across genres and genera-
tions and audiences worldwide, 
while Elaine May’s bold, uncom-
promising approach to filmmaking, 
as a writer, director and actress, 
reverberates as loudly as ever with 
movie lovers. Liv Ullmann’s brav-
ery and emotional transparency has 
gifted audiences with deeply affect-
ing screen portrayals, and Danny 
Glover’s decades-long advocacy 
for justice and human rights reflects 
his dedication to recognizing our 
shared humanity on and off the 
screen.”  

Glover first caught the attention 
of movie audiences in “The Color 
Purple” and went on to star oppo-
site Mel Gibson in the “Lethal 
Weapon” series. A lifelong commu-
nity activist, his efforts for world-
wide justice have inspired others to 
follow his leadership. He has been a 
particularly strong advocate for 
economic justice and access to 
health care and education in the 
United States and Africa.  

Jackson has brought an indelible 
presence to his roles in more than 
100 films ranging from indepen-
dents to blockbusters. He earned an 
Oscar nomination for his support-
ing performance in “Pulp Fiction” 
(1994).  

May made her mark as a writer-
director with “A New Leaf” – in 
which she also starred – and 
“Mikey and Nicky” and “Ishtar,” 
and she also directed “The 
Heartbreak Kid.”  

Ullmann began her career as a 
stage actress in her native Norway. 
She came to the attention of inter-
national audiences in “Persona,” 
the first film she made with the 
Swedish director Ingmar 
Bergman.  

For information, visit oscars.org. 
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Online summer day camps offered by the Natural History Museums of 
Los Angeles County focus on nature in the Los Angeles area. 

photo by Brica Wilcox/courtesy of the Rodeo 
Drive Committee 

Kathy Gohari will serve a second 
term as president of the Rodeo 
Drive Committee.  

Natural History Museum to host online camp 

Los Angeles Sanitation and 
Environment has released its first 
ever list of 37 charismatic umbrella 
indicator species for the city of Los 
Angeles. The list, which was devel-
oped in conjunction with the L.A. 
Biodiversity Expert Council and 
includes seven different pollinators, 
provides a focused set of species 
that the city can track to assess 
changes in biodiversity and habitat 
quality.  

While a handful of cities around 
the world and different U.S. gov-
ernment agencies (such as the 
National Park Service and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service) refer to 
charismatic indicator species that 
are being tracked, there are no easi-
ly accessible or published lists of 
these species. The city of Los 
Angeles is breaking new ground by 
publishing this list in a way that 
actively engages the public and 
then using the community-generat-
ed data to track and monitor biodi-
versity over time.   

“Los Angeles may be known as a 
sprawling metropolis, but it’s the 
abundance of natural beauty that 
makes this city such a prolific 
hotspot for native life,” Mayor Eric 
Garcetti said. “Our city’s wildlife 
deserves the strongest protection 
possible, and the recognition of 
these species will help us continue 
to safeguard their well-being.” 

LASAN will be tracking the 
presence and distribution of the 
indicator species as part of one of 

the 25 metrics in the L.A. City 
Biodiversity Index. When these 
species are present, it generally 
means that the space has good 
habitat quality and connectivity to 
other open space and is of suffi-
cient size to host a diversity of 
species.  

This summer, LASAN is partner-
ing with the Los Angeles Public 
Library to encourage Angelenos to 
observe, photograph and map these 
species in the L.A. Bioblitz 
Challenge, a two-month program 
that continues until Aug. 7. The 
goals of this collaboration are to 
enumerate the city’s existing native 
biodiversity, reduce observation 
cold spots and increase the aware-
ness residents have of local wildlife 
and habitats. 

“I’m so pleased our biodiversity 
team, our L.A. Library and our 
backyard scientists will be hard at 
work gauging the health of L.A.’s 
tiniest residents right down to the 
ecotope level,” said Los Angeles 
Councilmember Paul Koretz, 5th 
District, author of the city’s biodi-
versity motion. “With the United 
Nations Biodiversity Conference of 
Parties coming up in October, espe-
cially for our pollinating migratory 
creatures, we must look, think and 
plan beyond the city’s borders and 
begin to act as a global community 
if we are to successfully heal the 
planet.”  

To view the list of species, visit 
lacitysan.org/cs/groups/public/doc-
uments/document/y250/mdyx/~edi
sp/cnt061142.pdf.  

On a sunny Friday afternoon, 
the Los Angeles LGBT Center’s 
Associate Director of Facilities 
Angela Echeverria was busy 
coordinating routes with drivers 
who volunteered to deliver food 
to the homes of the center’s most 
vulnerable clients. 

“Good luck, everyone, and 
thank you,” Echeverria told the 
drivers as they departed with 
bags of fresh produce and boxes 
of pantry items. 

It’s a scenario that has taken 
place every week for the past year 
at Pride Hall, Pride Pantry’s head-
quarters located inside the center’s 
Anita May Rosenstein Campus. 

In the early months of the pan-
demic, Pride Hall was trans-
formed from an event space into 
a temporary warehouse where, at 
times, pallets of boxed and 
canned food nearly reached the 
top of the 45-foot-tall ceiling and 
fresh produce dominated several 
rows of tables. 

Director of Culinary Training 
and Operations Nick Panepinto 
was among the center employees 
from across various departments 
to collaborate and launch Pride 
Pantry in May 2020. 

“As we reflect back on a year 
of Pride Pantry, it’s really amaz-
ing that we continue to distribute 
about 695 bags and boxes of pro-
duce each week,” he said. “By 
the end of June 2021, we’re on 

track to distribute 24,120 boxes 
of food, including 44 tons of pro-
duce – that’s equal to the weight 
of 30 compact cars.” 

Soon after Pride Pantry was 
launched at the campus, it was 
expanded to begin caring for the 
communities served by the cen-
ter’s other facilities: Mi Centro in 
Boyle Heights and Center South 
in South L.A. near Leimert Park. 

“It lets people know the center 
cares about them and is here to 
help,” Center South Program 
Supervisor Percival Pandy said. 
“When the pandemic began, 
Center South just opened. Pride 
Pantry has brought so many peo-
ple from the community into the 
center who had never interacted 
with our organization –  that’s 
how vital it’s been to building a 
place in the community.” 

Launched last July, Center 
South’s Pride Pantry is offered 
every second and fourth Friday of 
the month and provides for more 
than 200 people each month. 

“Pride Pantry has kept us 
engaged with the people of South 
L.A.,” Pandy added. “When peo-
ple were under quarantine and 
social distancing orders, we were 
one of the organizations which 
kept our doors open in order to 
meet the needs of the people 
here.” 

For information, visit lalgbt-
center.org. 

Gohari again to lead Rodeo Drive Committee 

Honorary Oscar winners announced

Pride Pantry distributes more 
than 44 tons of produce  

LASAN lists umbrella indicator species for L.A. 
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The acorn woodpecker is one of 37 charismatic umbrella indicator 
species for the city of Los Angeles, according to LASAN.
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reason to delay it,” added 
Councilman Julian Gold, who is 
also a doctor. 

The need for a relatively quick 
timetable for a return to in-person 
meetings is being reinforced by 
the September expiration of pan-
demic-related exemptions to the 
Brown Act, which regulates pub-
lic access to local government 
meetings, meaning the council 
must resume meeting in-person 
by then, City Attorney Laurence 
Wiener said.  

“As of September, at least some 
members of the council would 
have to be at City Hall, and you’d 
have to allow the public to come 
to City Hall,” Wiener said. 

The council members said 
they’d be open to allowing a 
hybrid model to continue, where 
members of the public and city 
staff – and potentially, some coun-
cil members – could participate 
virtually. 

The council also decided to 
align city requirements with those 
at the county and state level, such 
as the requirement that only those 
who have not been vaccinated 
must wear masks indoors.  

“As they relax restrictions, we 

should too. I don’t think we 
should be in the business of creat-
ing new rules. It would be confus-
ing,” Gold said. 

The council members made 
clear, however, that for those who 
did choose to attend council meet-
ings in person, it would be their 
responsibility to ensure that they 
are not spreading COVID-19, 
influenza or even a cold. 

“I do think it’s worth our while 
to at least be as direct with people 
who enter our premises as we can 
… Candidly, it’s on people to 
behave correctly,” Gold said. 

“People lie … I’m sure there 
are people who just [go without a 
mask, despite not being vaccinat-
ed] and I’m not sure that we can 
enforce that,” Vice Mayor Lili 
Bosse added.  

“Whether it’s COVID or not, if 
you’re sick, don’t come into City 
Council meetings,” Mayor Robert 
Wunderlich said.  

The council also amended 
some of the COVID-19-related 
regulations that the city passed 
when the pandemic shutdowns 
began in March 2020. Among 
the items removed from the 
city’s pandemic-related ordi-

nance were social-distancing 
requirements for people waiting 
in lines; a prohibition on selling 
self-service unwrapped food, 
such as buffets; and a prohibition 
on using non-recyclable bags at 
stores. 

One item that was also 
removed, a prohibition on an 
increase in internet access fees, 
drew some discussion among the 
council members, as Mirisch and 
Bosse wanted to see that prohibi-
tion remain in place. 

“People now need internet even 
more than ever to work,” Mirisch 
said. 

Internet prices, however, are 
not set at the local level, so the 
other three council members 
declined to leave that regulation 
in place.  

“The internet is actually regu-
lated by the federal government,” 
Wiener said. 

More COVID-19-related items 
will be considered on July 15, 
when topics such as the cap on 
fees imposed by third-party deliv-
ery companies, suspension of 
penalties and interest on business 
taxes and the eviction moratorium 
will be discussed. 

State of the City event last year, 
when members of the business 
community – and the community as 
a whole – were coping with anxiety 
and uncertainty. At the time, it was 
hard to believe there was “a light at 
the end of the tunnel,” Horvath 
said.  

However, the city is seeing “peo-
ple come back to West 
Hollywood,” as evidenced by the 
success of Pride and reports that 
local hotel numbers are on the rise, 
she said. The mayor said the city 
has worked diligently to safely 
reopen its economy. 

“Our values remain consistent 
despite the changes and challenges 
we’ve faced,” Horvath added.  

She said the city has combatted 
the impacts of COVID head-on, 
and that city staff “stepped up in 
extraordinary ways” during the 
pandemic. Horvath cited the city’s 
resident and social services, saying 
that West Hollywood allocated 
more than $2 million in emergency 
funding for rental assistance, legal 
services, food delivery and more.  

“There’s much work to be done,” 
the mayor said. 

Incoming City Manager David 
Wilson gave a report on the city’s 
budget. On July 7, he will take over 
for Paul Arevalo, who is retiring 
after more than 20 years in his cur-
rent role. Arevalo was honored at 
the end of the event. 

Wilson said that while the city 
has a long history of “conservative 
budgeting” and is in a “strong” 

position at the moment, West 
Hollywood is projected to have 
more than $32 million in general 
fund deficits from fiscal year 2020 
to fiscal year 2022. 

“We will work hard toward not 
experiencing these projected deficit 
amounts,” he said.  

Mott Smith, cofounder of Amped 
Kitchens and principal at Civic 
Enterprises, moderated a panel dis-
cussion on the city’s post-pandemic 
plan with Director of Planning and 
Development Services John Keho 
and Director of Public Works 
Jackie Rocco.  

Smith said it was “cliché” to talk 
about the hardships of 2020, but he 
has seen “bursts of creativity” in 
West Hollywood as the city has 
reopened its economy.  

“West Hollywood, as the 
Creative City, has always been at 
the forefront of civic entrepreneur-
ship, you could say, and this time is 
no different,” he said, adding that 
the city has created a small business 
initiative and is looking for ways to 
revitalize neighborhoods. “That 
was something that began even 
before the pandemic. When the 
pandemic hit, it kind of went in to 
hyper-drive.” 

Keho said the city “had to change 
on a dime.” He said his department 
was accustomed to face-to-face 
interactions with community mem-
bers and business leaders, but sud-
denly its operations were shifted 
online.  

“It’s going to be a new world 

when we can have both in-person 
and online services,” Keho added.  

Rocco said the pandemic created 
a “good opportunity” for city 
departments to collaborate and help 
the business community. Keho ref-
erenced the city’s OUT Zone pro-
gram, which loosened restrictions 
for businesses trying to expand 
their operations outdoors, among 
other things. 

“This has been a really effective 
and welcome opportunity for busi-
nesses,” Rocco said.  

Moving forward, city staff see a 
lot of potential for additional oppor-
tunities to utilize outdoor space; 
however, it does come with some 
concerns. For example, some oper-
ations – such as a business with a 
tent over the sidewalk in front of its 
store – could raise police and fire 
department issues, Keho said.  

“This is something we’ll need to 
take care of,” he said.  

Rocco added that city staff also 
noticed that taking parking spaces 
away from the public and utilizing 
them for OUT Zones led to the 
elimination of commercial loading 
zones and parking spaces for food 
delivery services, which were 
essential during the pandemic.  

“It’s about achieving a balance,” 
she said.  

Arevalo, the outgoing city manag-
er, sipped a Sierra Nevada Brewing 
Co. beer as he gave his last State of 
the City speech. He spoke about his 
time with the city and its ups and 
downs throughout the years.  

WeHo looks to adjust to post-COVID world   
From page 1

“If I ever wanted to be city man-
ager, this is the city I want to do it 
in,” Arevalo said of his decision to 
accept the position more than 20 
years ago.  

He said it has been “amazing” to 
watch West Hollywood transform. 
Arevalo said the city went from 
“West Hollyweird” to a city with a 
lot of ongoing and upcoming major 

developments. However, progress 
started slowly, he said.  

“We were the experiment that 
was supposed to fail miserably,” 
Arevalo said, adding that critics 
argued that West Hollywood didn’t 
have the resources or wherewithal 
to run a city. “We failed spectacu-
larly. It’s just amazing. … It’s just 
been an amazing ride.”

The J. Paul Getty Museum has 
acquired the greatest pastel by 
Adélaïde Labille-Guiard, one of 
the leading women artists in 
18th-century Europe. The work 
was purchased at auction at 
Christie’s in Paris on June 16. 

“Portrait of Madame Charles 
Mitoire with Her Children” 
(1783) depicts a fashionably 
dressed woman with her two 
young sons. Well-known in 
Parisian art circles, Madame 
Mitoire was the granddaughter of 
Carle Vanloo, a famous artist 
who had been first painter to 
French King Louis XV. Though 
its composition echoes tradition-
al representations of the Virgin 
and Child with Saint John the 
Baptist, the portrait radically sig-
nals the modernity of its subject 
and her approach to motherhood. 

“This work is acknowledged 
as Adélaïde Labille-Guiard’s 
finest pastel, which she first 
exhibited in the Paris Salon of 
1783, the year of her admission 
to the Royal Academy of 
Paintings and Sculpture,” said 
Timothy Potts, Maria Hummer-
Tuttle and Robert Tuttle Director 
of the J. Paul Getty Museum. “A 
remarkable reflection of 
Enlightenment enthusiasm for 
natural motherhood (aristocratic 
mothers at the time had typically 
used wet nurses), this work con-
stitutes a significant enhance-
ment to the Getty’s representa-
tion of women artists and sub-
jects. The display of this work in 
the salon was also a break-
through moment for women 
artists more generally, as the 
academies had historically been 

male-dominated institutions. For 
all these reasons we are thrilled 
to have this touching and beauti-
ful work in our collection, where 
I am sure it will become the sub-
ject of much attention and be 
accessible to scholars.” 

This work speaks to emerging 
views of motherhood and famil-
ial bonds. A vogue for maternal 
breastfeeding swept Europe in 
the late 18th century, spurred by 
Enlightenment writers like Jean 
Jacques Rousseau, who decried 
the common practice of rich par-
ents sending their newborns to 
wet nurses. Though it was not the 
first French portrait depicting a 
well-to-do mother breastfeeding, 
“Portrait of Madame Charles 
Mitoire” was quite unlike any-
thing that visitors to the Paris 
Salon of 1783, where the pastel 
was first exhibited, had ever 
seen: a formal portrait of a named 
sitter openly nursing her child.  

“In addition to its exquisite 
beauty, this new acquisition offers 
insight into social and intellectual 
changes unfolding at a key 
moment in European history,” 
said Emily Beeny, associate cura-
tor of drawings at the Getty 
Museum. “A transformative addi-
tion to the collection, this pastel 
allows our visitors to explore the 
tangled relationship between 
women’s professional ambitions 
and the emergence of modern 
domesticity in the period.” 

The newly acquired pastel will 
be put on view for visitors as 
soon as practicably possible after 
its arrival in Los Angeles. 

For information, visit 
getty.edu. 

Getty Museum acquires pastel 
by Adélaïde Labille-Guiard 
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“Portrait of Madame Charles Mitoire with Her Children” was pur-
chased by the Getty on June 16. 

Los Angeles City Councilwoman 
Nithya Raman, 4th District, intro-
duced two motions last month target-
ed at reducing emissions produced by 
the city government of Los Angeles. 

Raman is chair of the council’s 
Information Technology and 
General Services Committee, 
which oversees city-owned build-
ings, equipment and supplies. 

The first motion instructs the 

General Services Department to 
work with other city departments to 
begin assessing costs, timeline and 
strategy for retrofitting prioritized 
city-owned buildings and achieving 
net-zero energy use. The motion 
proposes that existing energy and 
water audits on municipal proper-
ties could help identify which 
buildings produce the most emis-
sions, and therefore could benefit 

the most from retrofitting. 
Her second motion instructs the 

city to begin implementing the 
100% zero-emission vehicle pro-
curement requirement from the 
city’s Green New Deal and to 
explore new charging infrastructure 
for the municipal fleet. L.A. cur-
rently commands a fleet of roughly 
13,000 vehicles, about 900 of 
which are electric. 

Raman seeks to decarbonize city-owned buildings  



desire to help people and improve 
society, and he is running because 
“the status quo isn’t working.” 

“At this moment in the history of 
the city when we confront so many 
crises, this is the time when we 
define who we are,” Feuer said. “I 
am choosing to run now because I 
think I can contribute meaningfully 
to moving the city forward at a time 
when we need it the most.” 

The primary for the next munici-
pal election will be held June 7, 
2022, but Feuer said there is an 
urgency now to get things accom-
plished, particularly as the city 
moves into recovery from the pan-
demic. His years working in gov-
ernment, as well as in the private 
sector as executive director of Bet 
Tzedek providing legal services for 
low income individuals, will help 
him build partnerships and quickly 
get things done, he said. 

“It’s that very experience on 
which I’m going to draw as mayor 
in a time of crisis. When we are in a 
moment like this, that’s when expe-
rience counts the most,” Feuer said. 
“The key to leadership is both hav-
ing vision and being able to inspire 
people, and then moving to roll up 
your sleeves and actually get it 
done. I’m not a fan of slogans or 
tweets or the press conference that 
checks off the box. My view is that 
if you’re going to lead in govern-
ment, you’re in office to make big, 
consequential changes, and that’s 
what we need in the next mayor.” 

Feuer said the pandemic has 
caused myriad problems during the 
past year and it will take strong 
leadership for the city to rebound. 
Reducing crime, building afford-
able housing and compassionately 
helping unhoused individuals are 
important goals in shaping the 
future of Los Angeles, he added. 

“My first day in office, I am 
going to declare a state of emer-
gency on homelessness,” Feuer 
said. “I am going to reach out and 
convene stakeholders from the 
city’s largest companies, banks, 
philanthropic organizations and 
others to dramatically expand 
investment in homeless and afford-
able housing, using that private sec-
tor horsepower to complement the 
public resources that are being 
brought to bear on the issue.” 

Feuer said he plans to create a 
temporary and affordable housing 
strike team at City Hall to help 
expedite housing projects, and will 
require general managers in all city 
departments to contribute to the 
effort to build more housing. He 
supports converting more hotels 
and motels into housing because it 
can be accomplished “cheaper and 
faster” than building new housing. 

“Those will be two watch words 
for me – cheaper and faster – when 
it comes to how we grapple with the 
issue of homelessness,” Feuer said. 
“We have to have goals. We don’t 
have any goals right now in the city. 
My objective is going to be to have 
street homelessness eliminated in 
the city within five years, and we 
are going to have annual targets that 
are going to be public and transpar-
ent, to diminish street homelessness 
every year.” 

Feuer said that includes a multi-
pronged approach that includes 
providing housing, offering case 
management, ensuring homeless 
individuals receive resources and 
helping to prevent vulnerable peo-

ple from becoming homeless in the 
first place. Feuer said once housing 
and resources are made available, 
he supports removing encamp-
ments that many believe have 
diminished quality of life in Los 
Angeles. Finding solutions to hous-
ing and homelessness and making 
sure residents can enjoy a good 
quality of life in their neighbor-
hoods are things that can be 
achieved concurrently, he said. 

“It doesn’t have to be one or the 
other. It’s not mutually exclusive,” 
Feuer said. “Our homeless problem 
is getting worse even as more and 
more money is being poured into it. 
I believe prevention is essential. We 
need to be intervening with families 
on the precipice of homelessness 
with emergency relief that prevents 
them from becoming homeless, 
which becomes much more expen-
sive for the community, and we 
need to be ensuring tenants’ rights 
are protected.” 

Addressing crime is a high prior-
ity, Feuer said, and he backs law 
enforcement. He also supports hav-
ing specialized services that can 
respond to situations involving peo-
ple suffering from mental health 
crises, allowing police officers to 
address crime rather than those 
incidents. 

“When I hear the slogan ‘defund 
the police,’ I reject that slogan and I 
reject the concept behind it. This is 
a moment when we need a well-
trained police force that earns the 
respect and trust of the community 
it serves,” Feuer said. “The LAPD 
should not be the tip of the spear in 
grappling with mental illness on our 
streets. Crisis and intervention 
teams of well-trained professionals 
should be. I am all for examining 
the role of the police department to 
ensure it is focused on its core func-
tions, and I am all for investing in 
communities that have been under-
served for years. Those investments 
pay dividends when it comes to 
safety.” 

Feuer cited support for business-
es and the private sector as being 
crucial for post-pandemic recovery 
and said he will continue to work 
with entities large and small to 
ensure the city’s economy rebounds 
rapidly. He also said it is important 
to work with constituents at the 
neighborhood level to ensure their 
concerns are being heard and 
addressed. 

“People are on edge, I get that. 
Leadership requires rolling up our 
sleeves and getting together to do 
it,” Feuer said. “I think the city is 
incredibly impatient for effective 
leadership right now. Every time I 
talk to a constituent about this race, 
I hear dissatisfaction of the city and 
I hear an eagerness not only for 
change, but concrete action. That’s 
what I am going to deliver.”
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“folly ruin,” according to a staff 
report.  

“They wanted to have a perma-
nent art element as part of this 
gathering space,” she added.  

In August 2019, the West 
Hollywood City Council 
approved the Arts and Cultural 
Affairs Commission recommen-
dation to select Cayetano Ferrer 
as the artist to collaborate with the 
city’s engineering consultant, 
Kabbara Engineering, the staff 
report states.  

The Arts and Cultural Affairs 
Commission in July 2020 
approved the final art plan for 
Ferrer’s “Extraction,” the inte-
grated art component of the pro-
ject, which will cost nearly 
$200,000. The plan looks to pro-
vide a “new local destination for 
respite, visual interest and place-
making,” according to the staff 

report.  
“It’s something that we don’t 

have anywhere else in the city,” 
Dimond said. 

She said the project is “an inter-
esting contemplation of the 
space.” However, city staff want-
ed another opportunity to speak to 
the community prior to the city’s 
purchase of the artwork on July 
23, Dimond said.  

“We generally don’t hang on to 
pieces in perpetuity,” she added.  

In 2019, residents voiced con-
cerns over the possibility that the 
pocket park could become prob-
lematic given the area’s homeless 
“situation,” said Manny 
Rodriguez, vice president of the 
West Hollywood West Residents 
Association. During a community 
meeting on the project in January 
2020, some residents felt that the 
art was a bit “apocalyptic.” 

“Universally, I would say the 
majority of the people at the meet-
ing were not pleased,” Rodriguez 
said. “They didn’t like it. They 
didn’t think it was inviting or 
attractive.”  

He said community members 
noticed that the project was on the 
council’s June agenda without 
recent correspondence between 
residents and the city. Dimond 
said Wednesday’s meeting was an 
attempt to rectify that.  

Rodriguez said the park “is a 
nice idea,” but it must be attrac-
tive, useful and beneficial to the 
surrounding community. He said 
he hopes the city takes residents’ 
feedback into account as it contin-
ues to move forward with the pro-
ject.  

“It’s the same thing as January 
2020, so we’ll see,” Rodriguez 
added.  

Koretz celebrates  
bakery’s new owners 

photo courtesy of the Council District 5 office 
On June 28, Los Angeles City Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th 

District, presented a certificate to Brian Hollander, left, and Doug 
Weinstein, right, the new owners of the historic Diamond Bakery on 
Fairfax Avenue. 

The bakery was founded in 1946 and offers challah, babka, cookies 
and their signature Racetrack pastry and Corn Rye. 

Diamond Bakery is located at 335 N. Fairfax Ave. For information, 
visit diamondbakeryla.com. 

The Los Angeles City Council on 
June 23 unanimously passed the 
Tenant Anti-Harassment 
Ordinance, a set of bylaws intended 
to protect renters from the perni-
cious issue of landlord harassment. 

“Tenants have been running out 
of time and have needed an ordi-
nance since 2013,” said Jenise 
Dixon, member of the Alliance of 
Californians for Community 
Empowerment, an organization that 
has been steadily pushing for the 
ordinance’s passage for years. 
“Seeing it pass [on June 23] gives 
tenants a better chance of fighting 
against harassment.” 

The ordinance contains seven of 
10 amendments initially submitted 
by Councilwoman Nithya Raman, 
4th District, in the Housing 
Committee. The amendments 
strengthen the ordinance through 
inclusions such as further defini-
tions of behavior that qualifies as 
tenant harassment and a ban on 
raising rent for rent-stabilized units 
that become vacant as a result of 
tenant harassment violations. 

“I am very proud of the step this 

ordinance takes towards alleviating 
the intense and malicious pressure 
that so many tenants who rent in 
Los Angeles are subjected to,” 
Raman said. “I am grateful for the 
leadership of both Councilmember 
[Gil] Cedillo, chair of the Housing 
Committee, and Council President 
[Nury] Martinez, for the partner-
ship of city departments, and the 
community members who lent their 
insight, expertise and support.” 

Following the passage of the 
Tenant Anti-Harassment 
Ordinance, Raman introduced a 
motion, seconded by Martinez, to 
monitor its effectiveness in protect-
ing tenants vulnerable to harass-
ment. 

“Ultimately, this ordinance can-
not be determined a success until it 
actually proves effective in protect-
ing tenants, especially tenants from 
the most vulnerable segments of 
our communities,” Raman said. 
“We have an obligation to ensure its 
purpose is carried out across Los 
Angeles.” 

The motion prompts the city to 
report back on measurable factors 

Raman praises tenant anti-harassment ordinance 
by which to assess the effectiveness 
of the ordinance a year after it has 
been in effect. The motion also 
instructs the city to explore imple-
menting its own tenant anti-harass-
ment enforcement program, similar 
to effective ones found in other 
cities. 

Garcetti breaks 
ground on 
Airport Metro 
Connector 

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
broke ground on June 21 on the 
Airport Metro Connector Project, a
$898.6 million endeavor that will
directly connect the Metro system 
to the Los Angeles International 
Airport when complete in 2024. 

“Everyone traveling to or from 
LAX should have access to mod-
ern, reliable public transportation
that gets them to their destination 
on time,” Garcetti said. “The 
Airport Metro Connector is a his-
toric step toward reimagining how 
travelers experience our airport – a 
turning point that will be a source
of jobs and economic growth, 
reduce congestion and help our 
airport realize its potential as a
world-class gateway to Los
Angeles.” 

The Airport Metro Connector
Project is the ninth station along the
Crenshaw/LAX Line currently 
under construction. When com-
plete, it will connect directly with
the Los Angeles World Airports
Automated People Mover project – 
a train connecting travelers directly
to airport terminals that is expected
to be complete in 2023.  

The new AMC station located at
Aviation Boulevard and 96th Street
includes platforms to access Metro 
rail trains, an expansive 16-bay bus
plaza, a bike hub, a private vehicle
drop-off zone and direct access to 
the LAX People Mover. The station
will also feature a new Metro cus-
tomer service center, interactive 
information kiosks, public 
restrooms and commercial space
for tenants.  

For information, visit 
metro.net/projects/lax-extension.
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Across 
 
1. Tooth of a sort 
4. Distinctive flavor 
8. Long-tailed lizards 
14. Bauxite, e.g. 
15. Stink 
16. Sean’s “Dr. No” Bond girl 
17. Sault __ Marie, Mich. 
18. Comedian Carvey 
19. Sir Isaac who developed a shorthand 
method 
20. High voice 
23. Double curve forming an “S” 
24. Scottish whisky 
25. Pilchard 
29. Flourish 
34. Solely 
36. Middle or Far 
37. It might accompany Sunday break-
fast coffee 
44. Nimbus 
45. Pop musician 
46. Peacock feather marking 
50. More agile 
55. “The jig ___!” 
57. Subdued 
58. Enjoyed some humor from 
63. Kind of recording 
65. Multicolored 
66. “We’re number ___!” 
67. Sea tasting 
68. Opposing 

69. “___ out!” 
70. Except if 
71. New York archbishop Edward 
72. Cries of regret 
 
Down 
 
1. The universe 
2. Mexican food tradename 
3. Fuddy-duddy 
4. Spat 
5. Nabokov heroine and others 
6. Taboo 
7. Visual aid 
8. Domestic 
9. American in Honduras, perhaps 
10. Regarding 
11. Flowers, for short 
12. Neighbor of Fla. 
13. Japanese title 
21. A’s opposite, in England 
22. Shoot the breeze 
26. Apple’s mobile/tablet devices run on 
it 
27. Compass direction 
28. “Telephone Line” rock gp. 
30. “___ who?” 
31. La ___, Bolivia 
32. Immigrant's subj. 
33. Itinerary abbreviation 
35. Soph. and jr. 
37. Compadre of Fidel 
38. Bit of sunshine 

39. Spanish cheer 
40. Plea at sea 
41. Cozy room 
42. ____ gow poker 
43. Einstein’s birthplace 
47. Metal spikes 
48. Onetime Missouri natives 
49. Large open vessel for liquids 
51. A.C. measure 
52. One of the Jacksons 
53. Pay-Pal currency 

54. Directs (to) 
56. Cocoon dwellers 
58. Effrontery 
59. Writer Wiesel 
60. Vitality 
61. Actress Catherine ___-Jones 
62. Norse god 
63. Tempe sch. 
64. Photographer Goldin 
 

Classified Advertising 
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
COMPUTER HARDWARE

DOG WALKER

HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPERS

TThehe         Disc     Disc             Doc          Doc  

Computer Problems?   
I CAN HELP! 

     • Troubleshooting   
     • Lessons 
     • Purchase Consultation  
     • Phone Support 

Joel Rothman 
323.240.5112   

TheDiskDoc@mac.com  

UPHOLSTERY WEBSITE DESIGN

  
 

SCREENS • DOORS  
HARDWARE 

SALES & INSTALLATIONS 
7769 SANTA MONICA BL. 
WEST HOLLYWOOD 

(323)248-0840 
www.tashmans.com 

Since 1961 
Family Owned & Operated 

mackeycreativelab.com 
info@mackeycreativelab.com

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER 

• Leash Manner Training 

• Socialization, Structure,  

Exercise 

• Insured, Certified 

AKC Good Citizen Trainer 

323.393.5238 
latty@cooperk-9.com 

Google: Latty Cooper 
as seen on YouTube! 

ALAKAZAM 
UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY 

Commercial & Residential 
Every Style:  

Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers 
Replace Feather Proof Lining 
Broad Selection of Fabrics, 
Draperies & Roman Shades 

HIGHEST QUALITY  
WORKMANSHIP 

Call Rosie for FREE Estimate 
310-491-8409 

West Hollywood 

Affordable 
Prices 

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

answers on page 22 

Looking for an experienced office assis-
tant to join our team! The Beverly Press 
and Park Labrea News are well-estab-
lished weekly newspapers covering 
hard news for Beverly Hills, West 
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and 
Beverly Grove areas of Los Angeles. 
Administrative assistant duties include 
letters, emails, filing, light bookkeeping, 
mailing lists/mail merge. General assis-
tant to the publishers. Compensation 
negotiable. Email resume to  
michael@beverlypress.com

Altair Paramount 
LLC. A World 
Energy LLC 

Subsidiary seeks a 
Mechanical 

Engineer. Mail 
resume to 14700 

Downey Ave, 
Paramount, 
California.

Get the  
Beverly Press 
Delivered  
Every Thursday. 

         Ways to 
Subscribe! 2

1. Receive the  
Beverly Press  

with your Los Angeles 
Times subscription. 

 
https://www.latimes.com/subscrip-
t i o n s / l a n d - s u b s c r i b e - p r i n t -
partner/index.html    

2. Or sign up for an 
annual  

mail subscription for  
$75 per year. 

https://beverlypress.com
/register/
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