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WeHo wants answers about One Beverly Hills given green light
alleged sheriff’s dept. fraud
n Council approves

n City may have been overbilled for police services

BY CAMERON KISZLA
West Hollywood has found itself
embroiled in a dispute between the
city of Compton and the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department.
The LASD, which is contracted
to provide police services to
Compton and West Hollywood,
among other areas, was accused in a
legal filing last month of fraudulent-

ly billing Compton and patrolling
the city less than it was contractually obligated. In a May 26 Los
Angeles Times article detailing the
filing, an anonymous LASD deputy
alleged that while they were working at the West Hollywood Station,
they were told to lie about the hours
worked by deputies in order to
See Sheriff page 21
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An anonymous LASD deputy alleged that they were asked to fabricate
documents while serving in the West Hollywood station.

fractional ownership,
amenity access program
BY CAMERON KISZLA

After hours of discussion and
debate over multiple meetings, the
Beverly Hills City Council is
poised to approve the One
Beverly Hills project.
With a 4-1 vote on June 1, the
council approved the details of the
One Beverly Hills project, which
will include residences, hotels –
including the existing Waldorf
Astoria and the Beverly Hilton –
retail and restaurant space, and
botanical gardens on both sides of
Merv Griffin Way. The council
directed staff to return with an
ordinance
confirming
the
approval, which will be considered in a final vote on June 8.
Councilman John Mirisch was
the lone vote against the project,
and he raised multiple issues,
especially concerning the project’s development agreement and
lack of affordable housing.
Mirisch referenced the city’s
record of building affordable
housing – fewer than 10 units in
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The One Beverly Hills site includes the existing Beverly Hilton and
Waldorf Astoria.

the past eight years – and said
“Beverly Hills is nothing short of
a joke” when it comes to affordable housing.
“All we get is happy talk and
inaction,” Mirisch said.
Instead, he proposed that 15%
of the project be set aside for
affordable housing, which he said

“would be completely reasonable
for a project of this scale and magnitude.”
“Here, we have an opportunity
that if we miss, we will never get
again. There will be no mulligans,” Mirisch said.
See One BH page 21

Robertson Lane may include office space Mail carrier praised for saving
man’s life in Beverly Grove

n Mixed-use project

includes hotel,
nightclub, restaurants

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

BY AARON BLEVINS
A West Hollywood-based developer has proposed some housekeeping at its already-approved
Robertson Lane hotel project.
The developer, Faring, originally
sought to build a mixed-use project
that included 241 hotel rooms with
allocated space for retail, a nightclub and restaurants. The West
Hollywood City Council approved
the project in 2018, and the city
approved additional alterations in
2019.
Now, Faring is seeking to incorporate office space into its plans.
Jake Stevens, Faring’s director of
community engagement, said the
office space will replace hotel
usage on four floors facing
Robertson Boulevard. The proposal
also calls for less square footage
and design improvements to the
project’s frontage on Santa Monica
Boulevard, he said.
“Design updates to the approved
Robertson Lane project are the
result of careful planning and close
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The Treehouse will house a nightclub and restaurants in a two-story building.

collaboration with the West
Hollywood neighbors, city officials
and the historic preservation community,” Stevens said.
He said two parcels, the former
Hamburger Haven and Bossa Nova
locations, will be added to “The
Treehouse,” a 39,500-square-foot
building that will integrate a sculptural tree with lights that reach up to
65 feet in height. Faring is looking

to house a nightclub and restaurants
in the two-story building.
“The addition of the former
Hamburger Haven and Bossa Nova
… will ultimately transform a trophy corner at the west end of
WeHo’s entertainment district,”
Stevens said.
He added that there will be no
See WeHo page 22

While “neither snow nor rain
nor heat nor gloom of night”
keeps a mail carrier from completing their appointed rounds,
sometimes something unexpected happens along the way that
demands quick thinking and
action.
For mail carrier Andrei Manea,
who has worked out of the
United States Postal Service’s
Bicentennial post office on
Beverly Boulevard since 2014,
that something unexpected came
on May 24 when he was on his
rounds in Beverly Grove on Fifth
Street near Sweetzer Avenue.
Around 4:30 p.m., Manea heard a
woman calling for help and
found Fifth Street resident
Marsha Lewin Latiner on the
steps in her backyard swimming
pool, clutching her 90-year-old
husband, Forrest, who had lost
consciousness. Manea quickly
called 911 and, at Latiner’s direction, ran to the neighbor’s house
and banged on the door. He

photo courtesy of Shelley Wagers

Mail carrier Andrei Manea acted
quickly on May 24 when an
elderly resident lost consciousness in a swimming pool.

returned seconds later with
neighbors Ken and Shelley
Wagers. Together, they pulled
Forrest Latiner, who was still not
See Mail page 22
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CALENDAR
‘The Importance of
Being Earnest’

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, center, joined former Councilman Tom
LaBonge and representatives of the Hollywood business and theater
communities to designate Hollywood Theatre Row in 2015. O’Farrell has
announced a new program to help struggling theaters in the 13th District.

O’Farrell launches program for
small theaters in 13th District

In an effort to help the Council
District 13 arts community recover
from the COVID-19 pandemic,
City Councilman Mitch O’Farrell
on June 2 announced the release of
a Theater Emergency Response
Program, in partnership with the
Department of Cultural Affairs.
“I know from my own experiences as an artist here in Los
Angeles just how integral the theater community is to our city,”
O’Farrell said. “The 13th District in
particular is home to many theaters
that are small in size but large in
impact. I will always support the
L.A. small theater community in
any way I can – especially now, as
we set our sights on emerging from
the pandemic.”
The program is open to theater
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businesses whose operations are
physically owned or leased within
the geographic boundaries of
Council District 13. Up to 25 grants
of $5,000 each will be awarded to
qualified nonprofit and for-profit
theater businesses, theater troupes
and venues that support theaters to
create online performing arts experiences such as theater workshops,
community classes, play readings,
one-person shows and edited versions of past performing arts events.
Grants will be awarded to theater
businesses with fewer than 50 paid
annual workers, including proprietors, salaried employees and independent contractors. To be eligible,
applicants must be either a registered nonprofit or for-profit theater
business or a theater troupe or collective.
“The Department of Cultural
Affairs is proud to partner with
Councilmember O’Farrell on this
important initiative,” said Danielle
Brazell, DCA general manager. “A
vibrant theater community is a key
ingredient of a dynamic city, and we
are determined to help our brilliant
local artists emerge from the
COVID-19 pandemic stronger than
before.”
Applications will be accepted
until Friday, July 2, at 11:59 p.m.,
and can be accessed online at
bit.ly/cd13theaters.

WeHo still seeks
public input
on Housing
Element

The city of West Hollywood is
inviting community members to
take a short housing survey aimed
at gathering feedback about housing preferences and needs. The
deadline to take the survey, which
takes approximately five minutes to
complete, is Tuesday, June 8.
Finding and maintaining housing
is a challenge for many people in
West Hollywood, and the surrounding area. The city is reaching out to
residents to ensure their voices are
heard in the Housing Element
update. Feedback will provide
insight about the availability,
affordability and adequacy of housing in West Hollywood.
For information, and to take the
survey, visit weho.org/housingelement.

L.A. Theatre Works has extended
streaming of Oscar Wilde’s “The
Importance of Being Earnest: Live
in HD” from Thursday, June 3,
through Wednesday, June 30.
Directed by and starring Brian
Bedford, the production is available
to home viewers for the first time.
“The Importance of Being Earnest”
is a comedy of mistaken identity that
ridicules codes of propriety and etiquette. Dashing men-about-town
John Worthing
and Algernon
Moncrieff pursue fair ladies
Gwendolen
Fairfax
and
Cecily Cardew.
Matters
are
complicated by
the imaginary characters invented by
both men to cover their secret activities, and the disapproval of
Gwendolen’s
mother,
Lady
Bracknell. Tickets are $15.
latw.org/hd-screenings.

Art exhibits

Thinkspace Projects presents two
new in-person solo exhibitions running from Saturday, June 5, through
Saturday, June 26. In Gallery One.
Jack Shure’s “Soul Sanitizer” offers
an intentionally cryptic narrative of
the artist’s personal journey from
childhood to parenthood. Using art
as a tool for comprehension and
processing,
creating
artwork
becomes his “soul sanitizer,” a vehicle for healing and introspection.
Artist Reen Barrera’s “Cluster
Fudge” will be on display in Gallery
Two. The exhibit takes the idiom
“it’s written all over your face” to
heart and beyond with works based
on a character created early in
Barrera’s career. Hours are noon to
6 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday.
4217 W. Jefferson Blvd. thinkspaceprojects.com.

Inara George

Inara George and her band will head-

line a concert on Sunday, June 6, at 2
p.m., signaling the return of in-person
events at Will Geer’s Theatricum
Botanicum. Additional performers
include Barbara
Gruska, Gabe
Noel, Samantha
Sidley
and
Wendy Wang.
All proceeds
benefit
Theatricum Botanicum’s artistic
and educational programming.
Tickets start at $20. 1419 N. Topanga
Canyon Blvd. (310)455-3723, theatricum.com/inarageorge.

Lyris Quartet
and Friends

Enjoy an online performance by the
Lyris Quartet and Friends on Sunday,
June 6, at 6 p.m. The performance is
part of the Los Angeles County
Museum
of
Art’s Sundays
Live series. The
virtual concert
features Lyris
Quartet members
Alyssa
Park,
Luke
Maurer, Shalini
Vijayan and Timothy Loo, and
friends Charles Tyler and Colleen
Sugata. Viewing is free. lacma.org.

Pair of Thieves
pride celebration

Los Angeles-based apparel brand
Pair of Thieves will collaborate with
West Hollywood restaurant and bar
Rocco’s to celebrate Pride on
Saturday, June 12, beginning at 4
p.m. “Make Up For Lost Pride,” a
festive and safe event, will feature
VIP and celebrity guests, photo ops
and an exclusive in-person viewing
of the new Pride Collection benefitting the Trevor Project. Giveaways
and opportunities to win the almost
sold-out exclusive products will be
available. RSVP encouraged.
pairofthieves.com.

Apply for a
park project

Learn how to apply for county
grants for park projects during an
online meeting on Wednesday, June
9, at 10 a.m. The 2021 competitive
grant programs include $33.4 million for park development across
Los Angeles County. Funded by
Measure A, the programs are open
for online applications through Oct.
28. eventbrite.com/e/2021-competitive-grant-programs-workshoptickets-151745223047?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_n
ame=&utm_source=govdelivery&u
tm_term=.

Holocaust Museum
Virtual dance party
Los Angeles
Join the Fowler Museum at UCLA
Holocaust Museum Los Angeles is
holding “An Intergenerational
Conversation with Judge Frances
Rothschild, A Hidden Child,” on
Monday, June 7, at 5 p.m., via
Zoom. Second District Court of
Appeals Justice Rothschild was hidden by a Catholic family during the
Holocaust, ultimately saving her
life. Join the museum for a conversation with Rothschild, her daughter
and pre-teen granddaughter on how
her story has impacted and shaped
their lives. Suggested donation is
$10. us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DIsTuoBySB6ihbRqYGI
Szw.

for a dance party with Chulita
Vinyl Club Los Angeles on
Thursday, June 10, from 7 to 9 p.m.
Tune in and dance off the pandemic
blues during a two-hour set.
Chulita Vinyl Club is comprised of
women and gender-non-conforming, non-binary, LGBTQ+ and selfidentifying people of color who
provide safe spaces for empowerment, togetherness and use of
music on vinyl as a form of resistance against the erasure of culture.
The group has a unifying desire to
further preserve the Latinx disco
culture. Admission is free.
fowler.ucla.edu.

Bogie’s Liquor
IT’S
TIME
FOR
DODGER
BASEBALL!

Pick up your
favorite 12-pack
and watch the
boys in blue!

Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
Don’t Drink & Drive!
Open 7 days
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Lawsuit aims to reunite U.S. Private Vaults
customers with their seized property
BY EDWIN FOLVEN
Four people whose valuables
were seized by the FBI during a
raid in March at U.S. Private Vaults
in Beverly Hills have filed a class
action lawsuit seeking to have their
property returned.
The federal government has
remained tight-lipped about its case
against U.S. Private Vaults Inc., a
Nevada-based company that operated a location at 9182 W. Olympic
Blvd. Agents from the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and the
Drug Enforcement Administration
served a search warrant at the business on March 22 and seized drugs,
firearms and large amounts of gold
bullion and cash, as well as other
valuables, from safety deposit
boxes, according to an affidavit
supporting a federal indictment.
U.S. Private Vaults is named in a
criminal indictment that alleges
three separate conspiracies to violate federal law, authorities said.
The federal warrant authorizing the
search remains sealed.
U.S. Private Vaults offered safe
deposit boxes that the company
advertised as being more secure
than those at banks. High-tech
security systems were used, including hand and retina scans, to gain
access to the boxes.
The federal government believes
some of the money and valuables
stored at U.S. Private Vaults were
obtained through illicit means. The
business offered approximately 800

safe deposit boxes, and many were
rented anonymously, authorities
said. The U.S. Department of
Justice has begun forfeiture proceedings on millions of dollars in
cash, gold bars, jewelry and other
valuables allegedly found in the
boxes. A notice of the government’s
intention to seize the property, as
well as a list identifying dozens of
boxes and their alleged contents,
has been posted on the U.S. Private
Vaults’ former website at usprivatevaults.com. The FBI has also posted a claim form on the website for
people seeking to have their property returned. The deadline for filing
a claim is June 24, and no further
information was available about
what happens to people’s property
if claims are not submitted by that
date.
The four people behind the class
action lawsuit – Paul and Jennifer
Snitko, a married couple from
Pacific Palisades, and Joseph Ruiz
and Tyler Gothier, individuals from
Los Angeles – believe the process
for having their property returned is
burdensome and unfair. The lawsuit
was filed on May 27 in U.S. District
Court, alleging the federal government
violated
the
Fourth
Amendment to the Constitution by
seizing property from the boxes. It
seeks the immediate return of the
property to anyone who is not
involved in the alleged criminal
acts.
The lawsuit was filed on the
plaintiff’s behalf by the national

nonprofit Institute for Justice.
Attorney Robert Frommer, who is
litigating the case, said damages are
not being sought.
“We are specifically seeking the
return of people’s property,”
Frommer said. “The government
should have never broken into these
boxes at all. They had no reason to
do that. If the government has probable cause, then they need to get a
warrant for that particular person.
The government can’t keep this
property, and if it intends to do so,
then it needs to articulate a valid
reason.”
Representatives of the FBI and
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
Central District of California
declined to comment on the lawsuit
or the ongoing investigation into
U.S. Private Vaults. Thom Mrozek,
a spokesman for the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the Central District of
California, said people whose property is being held have been given
an opportunity to contest the
seizure.
“In some cases, we believe that
the items should be returned to boxholders, and we are in the process of
returning material that was seized.
In other cases, we believe that the
items in a particular box are linked
to criminal activity, and we have
initiated forfeiture proceedings in
those instances,” Mrozek said in a
statement. “Individuals are entitled
to make a claim on the property
now subject to forfeiture. In cases
where a person makes a claim, we

photo courtesy of the Institute for Justice

A safety deposit box belonging to Paula and Jennifer Snitko contained
watches, computer hard drives and other items that are being held by the
federal government.

can return the property, negotiate a
settlement or file an asset forfeiture
complaint in federal court. When a
complaint is filed, the claimant has
the opportunity to present evidence

to the court that the property is not
linked to criminal activity.”
The Snitkos, plaintiffs in the
See Vault page 21
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Beverly Hills Fire Department Promotion signals captain’s departure from Wilshire
n Paulson promoted
ensures safety for seniors
to commander in
Counter-Terrorism
Bureau

By edwin folven

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

The Beverly Hills Fire Department conducted fire extinguisher
training on May 20 for employees and residents at the Sunrise Senior
Living Facility on North Crescent Drive.
Fire Marshal Michael Hand and Fire Inspector Alvin Cuna demonstrated how to properly use extinguishers, which could be invaluable
in case of emergency, authorities said. The BHFD offers resources and
assistance for disaster preparation and other public safety measures.
For information, visit beverlyhills.org/departments/firedepartment.

LAPD expands effort to boost
ranks with female recruits
The Los Angeles Police
Department’s Office of the Chief of
Police has announced the department’s commitment to the 30X30
Initiative.
On Tuesday, May 25, LAPD
Chief Michel Moore informed the
Los Angeles Board of Police
Commissioners that the department
signed the 30X30 Pledge, a series
of low- and no-cost actions law
enforcement agencies can take to
improve the representation and
experiences of women in law
enforcement. They help agencies
assess the current state of gender
equity in their departments, and
identify factors that may affect disparities. They also help departments to implement strategies and
solutions to eliminate barriers and
advance women in policing. The
program focuses on recruitment,
assessment, hiring, retention, promotion and agency culture.
The pledge is the foundational
effort of the 30X30 Initiative, a
coalition of police leaders,
researchers and professional organizations that aim to advance the
representation and experiences of
women in policing. The 30X30

Initiative is affiliated with the
Policing Project at New York
University School of Law and the
National Association of Women
Law Enforcement Executives.
The goal of the 30X30 Initiative
is to have police recruit classes
comprised of 30% women by 2030,
and to ensure policing agencies are
truly representative of the jurisdiction they serve. While 30X30 is
focused on advancing women in
policing, the principles are applicable to all demographic groups.
Currently, women make up 12%
of sworn officers and 3% of police
leadership in the United States.
“The LAPD recognizes that
advancing women in policing is
critical to improving public safety
outcomes,” said Commander Ruby
Flores, diversity, equity and inclusion officer for the LAPD. “The
city has placed an emphasis on
diversity, particularly increasing the
number of women in police service.
The 30X30 initiative will allow us
to look at this issue more in depth to
ensure the department reflects the
communities that we serve.”
For information, visit lapdonline.org.

Council backs plan for paid time
off for vaccinations, recovery
The Los Angeles City Council
approved a motion on May 26
authored by Councilman Paul
Koretz, 5th District, that would allow
employees to use supplemental paid
sick leave to receive COVID-19 vaccines and to recover from vaccinerelated side effects. The motion calls
for changes to emergency orders that
would require all employers, regardless of size, to provide employees up
to four hours of paid time off to
obtain each injection, and up to eight
hours for recovery from vaccinationrelated side effects.
“As we begin to emerge from this
pandemic and our economy continues to open up, it is critically impor-

tant that we get as many people vaccinated as possible,” Koretz said.
California Senate Bill 95 requires
all employers with 25 or more
employees to provide 80 hours of
COVID-19 related sick leave for
full-time employees, and for parttime employees, hours to cover the
normal schedule that employees
would work during two weeks of
time. Los Angeles County recently
approved an emergency ordinance
that covers vaccine-related time off
for workers who work for employers
with fewer than 25 employees, as
well as those that may have already
exhausted the existing tim off due to
COVID-19.

Capt. Shannon Paulson, commanding officer of the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Wilshire
Division, attended a virtual meeting
on crime held by the Melrose
Action Neighborhood Watch on
May 26 and outlined steps being
taken to address crime in the community.
Four days later, Paulson
announced that she will be promoted to the rank of commander and
will be leaving the Wilshire
Division soon to take a position as
assistant commanding officer of the
LAPD’s Counter-Terrorism and
Special Operations Bureau. The
transition date has not been scheduled, but Paulson said it will likely
be in July or August. A replacement
for the captain has not been named.
“I assure you, I am in no hurry
and will make the most of my time
left here at Wilshire,” Paulson said
in a statement. “There are still
things I hope to accomplish and I
will be working hard right up to the
very last day.”
The news was met with trepidation by some in the neighborhood.
Melrose Action Neighborhood
Watch co-founder Peter Nichols
said he was glad to see Paulson
move up in the ranks but is worried
about how a change in command
will affect the community. The captain has been assigned to the
Wilshire Division since early 2020.
“I’m not surprised [about the
promotion]. Captain Paulson has
been a trailblazer in her community
relations efforts,” Nichols said.
“But this is a blow. It’s counter-productive, it’s devastating, it’s frustrating. This is defeating to community policing. She is a brilliant captain, but where does this leave us?”
Paulson said at the meeting that
progress has been made in addressing crime in the Melrose area, but
there are still many challenges. She
credited a high-visibility police
presence and the arrest of two men
who were allegedly targeting people wearing expensive jewelry as

photo by Edwin Folven

Capt. Shannon Paulson, commanding officer of the Wilshire Division
since early 2020, will be leaving to serve in the LAPD’s CounterTerrorism and Special Operations Bureau.

helping to keep the numbers somewhat stable. Still, robberies are up
40% division-wide this year over
the same period in 2020, and aggravated assaults are up 9%.
Burglaries are down almost 22%,
but vehicle thefts remain high, up
53% this year over last year.
Paulson also addressed recent
hate crimes perpetrated against
members of the Jewish community
in May and said solving the crimes
has been a priority. She said detectives worked tirelessly, coming in
on days off and traveling long distances to investigate the crimes and
make arrests. Two suspects were
arrested on different days in
Anaheim and the Inland Empire.
Paulson said the investigation is
ongoing and anyone with information is urged to call investigators at
(213)922-8230,
or
email
wilshiremac@lapd.online.
“The Los Angeles Police
Department is very active gathering
information about potential hate
crimes or hate incidents. The public
has sent numerous tips and they
have been beneficial,” she said.
“We are making every effort possible to get extra deployments out
there. It’s a very exhaustive
process, but I am very confident we
will continue to make progress and
that additional suspects will be
identified and arrested.”
Paulson also addressed a pervasive problem that has recently
caused much concern in the
Melrose community – a renegade
motorcycle gang that shows up

unexpectedly on off-road bikes and
quads and takes over streets and
sidewalks.
Paulson said police have been
gathering information about the
group, but declined to give
specifics about what has been
determined. She said the LAPD’s
West Traffic Division has a special
task force to address street racing
and the motorcycle takeovers, but
it’s hard to figure out when and
where they might occur. People are
advised to call 911 if they see a
group taking over an area.
“We had these COVID restrictions and it really started these
things. What you have is large
groups of illegal motorcycles,”
Paulson said. “In and of itself, these
motorcycles are not street legal. We
know they are coming up from
south of us and they have gone into
Hollywood. We have seen the same
type of activity in the area of The
Grove.”
Paulson added that police are
using special tactics to identify
those who may be in charge of the
group, or “leading the pack,” as she
said. Paulson declined to say what
those tactics are but said they are
making strides in figuring out who
is organizing the motorcycle
takeovers.
“It’s difficult for law enforcement to follow them and take
action,” Paulson added. “I’m not
going to lie, it can be very challenging. But we are working with our
partners to try to be creative and
come up with a solution.”
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Apartments coming near Hollywood Forever Cemetery?

Garcetti highlights aid to
L.A. small businesses

n Proposal includes

seven units for
extremely low-income
households

BY CAMERON KISZLA

photo courtesy of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti was joined by Deputy Secretary
of the Treasury Wally Adeyemo on May 21 at BCD Tofu House in
Koreatown to highlight the impact of federal assistance on a local
restaurant and the importance of the American Rescue Plan to small
businesses across the city.
During the visit to BCD Tofu House’s Wilshire location, the mayor
and the deputy secretary met with the restaurant’s owner, Eddie Lee,
who talked about how receiving more than $1 million in PPP loans
helped keep the staff on the payroll, the power on, the nearby community served and customers fed.
Beyond loans and other support for businesses, workers, and families, the American Rescue Plan will deliver over $1.2 billion in direct
aid to the city of Los Angeles.

L.A. County offers tickets in
vaccination sweepstakes

Today, June 3, is the last day
for Los Angeles County residents
18 and older to win season tickets
to the Los Angeles Kings or Los
Angeles Galaxy.
County residents who get
their first vaccine or, when getting their second dose, bring a
person needing their first vaccine to the appointment can
enter to win a pair of 2021-22
season tickets to the Kings or
2022 season tickets to the

Galaxy. Two residents will be
awarded prizes.
Residents can book appointments or walk in to county, L.A.
city and St. John’s Well Child and
Family clinic vaccination sites to
enter.
For information, including
official rules and participating
site
locations,
visit
publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/
Coronavirus/vaccine/sweepstakes.htm.

A proposed development could
bring 76 new housing units to Santa
Monica Boulevard near the
Hollywood Forever Cemetery.
The site, 6104-6114 W. Santa
Monica Blvd., is currently occupied
by commercial buildings at the corner of Santa Monica Boulevard and
North Gower Street, but if the project is approved by the city of Los
Angeles, a six-story building will be
constructed.
According to an application filed
with the city last month, the building will include more than 48,000
square feet of floor space for 76
apartments, of which seven will be
set aside for extremely low-income
families. The complex will also
include parking for 38 cars and 65
bicycles on the ground floor of the
project.

photo courtesy of Google Street View

Commercial buildings on Santa Monica Boulevard would be replaced by
a 76-unit housing complex if a proposed project is approved.

Dana Sayles, representative for
project applicant Matthew Neman
of Elkwood LLC, did not return
requests for more information
before press time.
According to its application, the
project plans to use the Transit
Oriented Communities Incentive
Program, which provides density

bonuses for projects built near transit centers.
A
spokesman
for
City
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District, and representatives of the
Hollywood
Studio
District
Neighborhood Council, did not
return requests for comment before
press time.

Housing department awarded for multifamily efforts

The city of Los Angeles’ Housing +
Community Investment Department
announced last month that the city has
been awarded the Multifamily
Excellence Award at the National
Association of Local Housing
Finance Agencies 2021 Spring
Virtual Annual Conference. The
department was honored for outstanding efforts in housing development
finance for its Proposition HHH
Supporting Housing Loan Program.
“The financing of affordable
housing involves complex loan
structure and systems,” said Ann
Sewill, HCIDLA general manager.
“We have a great team whose work
helps permanently house those who
need it. We are humbled and welcome the recognition from NALHFA, which has served and celebrat-

DISCOVER LAWN BOWLING!
Happy times
are here again!

ed the affordable housing industry
for decades.”
The
Proposition
HHH
Supportive Housing Loan Program
has managed to advance housing
development projects in record
time. The voter-approved HHH
measure is expected to conclude its
delivery of housing units in a 10year period, by 2026; however,
HHH-funded projects are well
ahead of that timeline. To date, the
HHH housing in the pipeline has
125 housing development projects;
45 are currently in construction

phase. In addition, there is $1.06
billion in committed funds, and the
program will fully use all HHH
resources dedicated to permanent
housing five years before the 2026
deadline. The average HHH loan
subsidy is $134,000 per apartment.
Developers must combine HHH
loans with other financial resources
to pay for the total development
costs.
For information, contact HCIDLA Monday through Friday at
(213)808-8808 or (866)557-7368,
or visit hcidla.lacity.org.

Just listed
for Lease
902 SCHUMACHER DRIVE | CARTHAY CIRCLE | $7,500/MONTH
3 BEDS | 4 BATHS | 1,900 SQ. FT. | 8,461 SQ. FT. LOT

The Holmby Park
Lawn Bowling Club
- formed in 1927 -

Open House
Saturday, June 12
at 10 am
Meet people,
make new friends and
enjoy friendly competition!
FREE REFESHMENTS & BOWLING LESSONS!
- EASY TO LEARN - INEXPENSIVE - HEALTHY EXERCISE - FREE EQUIPMENT

Holmby Park Lawn Bowling Club
646 COMSTOCK AVE., LA 90024
For appointment, call Philip Fox (310)273-7776
or Vicki Goddard (310)275-8990

Remodeled spacious home in Historic Carthay Circle. New wooden ﬂoors,
large living room with ﬁreplace, formal dining room, and open kitchen.
Primary bedroom with ample closets opens to private backyard with pool.
Additional bonus area and home ofﬁce.

R OS A L IE K L EIN
Rosalie@TheAgencyRE.com
310.261.8878 | LIC. # 01115025
T HE AGENCY RE .C OM

7 June 3, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Cedars encourages parents to continue kids’ care

While national attention has been
focused on the COVID-19 vaccine,
other vaccines – especially those
that protect against childhood diseases – have been on the back burner for many families.
But as COVID-19 vaccination
rates rise and the pandemic recedes,
parents should make sure their children are fully protected from potentially deadly and disabling diseases,
such as polio, measles, rubella and
mumps.
“The danger remains in risks for
future outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases,” said Dr. Priya
Soni, a pediatric infectious disease
specialist at Cedars-Sinai. “As
social distancing requirements
relax, as COVID-19 risk becomes
lower, as adults are now more and
more vaccinated, children who miss
out on their routine vaccines and are
not fully vaccinated will be more
vulnerable to these preventable illnesses as they start mingling more
and more with each other.”

A report from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
released during the height of the
pandemic, showed a noticeable
drop in children receiving standard
childhood vaccinations. Experts
believe the drop-off was due to
quarantine restrictions and general
fears of bringing children to the
doctor during the pandemic.
Cedars-Sinai COACH for Kids
dispenses free vaccines in underserved communities, and the nurses
on the COACH – Community
Outreach Assistance for Children’s
Health – medical mobile units have
seen firsthand the decline in children’s vaccinations.
“We have seen numerous infants
and children coming in now who
delayed receiving recommended
childhood
vaccines,”
said
Antoinette Barrett, clinical supervisor of COACH for Kids. “Delaying
these vaccines could lead to outbreaks of pertussis and measles,
which have seen an uptick in recent

Galperin reports L.A. spent
nearly $1 billion on COVID-19
Los Angeles City Controller
Ron Galperin last month released
an updated online COVID-19
Spending Tracker for the city of
Los Angeles showing money
spent in response to the pandemic. Since March 2020, city
departments reported spending a
total of $984.8 million on programs and supplies, homeless
housing, staffing and overtime,
emergency rental assistance, and
testing and vaccination efforts.
“Over the last year, the pandemic disrupted our lives and
forced us all to adapt to a new
reality,” Galperin said. “The city
of Los Angeles met this challenge
by pivoting to support residents
in need, while also continuing its
normal operations. My goal in
tracking and reporting on all pandemic-related city expenses is to
show residents what their local
government prioritized during
this time to ensure maximum
public accountability.”
The tracker visualizes city
spending throughout the crisis
and allows users to explore costs
by department and filter expendi-

tures by month. For example, the
city spent almost $18.9 million
responding to COVID-19 last
month, 14 times less than what it
spent in December, the highest
spending month at $273.6 million.
Of the nearly $1 billion spent
by L.A., $118 million was for
Project Homekey, $94.5 million
was for emergency rental assistance and $73.9 million was for
testing and vaccinations.
Most of the money came from
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and
Economic Security – or CARES
– Act and other federal grants and
funds — $745 million of which
was allocated to the city.
Additional funds were from the
state of California and the city’s
general fund. Los Angeles is set
to receive $1.28 billion in the
American Rescue Plan, half this
month and the rest a year from
now. Because these funds have
not yet been distributed or spent,
they are not reflected in the tracker.
For information, visit lacontroller.org/covidspending.

Stories: The AIDS Monument to
hold groundbreaking event
The Foundation for the AIDS
Monument announced a private
groundbreaking event to be held on
June 5 to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the first Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
report related to AIDS.
The event, for invited guests and
members of the press, will be held
at the future site of Stories: The
AIDS Monument in West
Hollywood Park. The monument
is being developed by the
Foundation for the AIDS
Monument in partnership with the
city of West Hollywood. It will be
a permanent 7,000-square-foot
installation with an audio tour and
audio stories.
The monument is designed by
Daniel Tobin of UAP Company,
whose design was selected following a competition. It is scheduled to

open to the public in late 2022.
The event will feature a variety
of attendees and speakers, including author and activist George
Takei; Dr. Michael Gottlieb, who
first identified HIV while treating
patients in Los Angeles; Minority
AIDS Project co-founder and
owner of the former Catch-One
nightclub, Jewel Thais-Williams;
Black AIDS Institute Founder
Phill Wilson; Project Angel Food
Founder Marianne Williamson;
California Sen. Ben Allen (DSanta Monica); Los Angeles
County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl,
3rd District; West Hollywood
Mayor Lindsey Horvath and
more.
The groundbreaking will begin at
12:30 p.m. and last until 2 p.m.
West Hollywood Park is located at
647 N. San Vicente Blvd.

years.”
Soni said parents need to know
that delaying vaccinations is more
dangerous than seeking preventive
health care.
“While we understood the early
pandemic parental concerns about
potentially exposing children to
COVID-19 during well-child visits,
now all clinics are fully functioning
with appropriate personal protective
equipment and social distancing
measures, so it is safer to get the
vaccine than to take a chance of
contracting a preventable disease
like polio,” Soni said.
For information, visit cedarssinai.org.

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

Cedars-Sinai dispenses free vaccines in underserved communities
through its COACH for Kids program.
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L.A. celebrates Pride Month

City leaders on May 27 kicked
off the annual Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender
Heritage Month, commonly
known as Pride Month, in the city
of Los Angeles. The city will
continue to celebrate Pride
throughout the month of June.
City Councilman Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, one of
the city’s three openly gay elected
officials, is organizing this year’s
LGBT Heritage Month programming. He will join Mayor Eric
Garcetti; City Controller Ron
Galperin; City Council President
Nury Martinez, 6th District; and
Councilman Mike Bonin, 11th
District, for three virtual ceremonies throughout the month to
honor LGBT advocates who have
been on the frontlines during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The first ceremony was held on
May 27, with ceremonies also
scheduled for 11 a.m. on June 10
and 24.
The ceremonies will be broadcast live on LA CityView Channel
35, in addition to streaming on
Facebook: @LACityView35.
“LGBT Heritage Month is an
opportunity to honor the frontline
heroes across our LGBTQ+ community – the nurses and doctors
saving lives, the activists marching for justice, the advocates lifting up the voices of LGBTQ+
Angelenos struck by a spike in
hate crimes and disproportionately impacted by COVID-19,”
Garcetti said. “By their actions
and leadership, these extraordinary Americans speak to the best
of who we can be as a city and
nation: a place where everyone
can make a difference, everyone
can know the blessings of safety

and equity, and everybody
belongs, no matter who you are,
how you identify or who you
love. Happy Pride Month.”
“The LGBTQ+ community
embodies what it means to be
resilient and persistent when
faced with institutional barriers,
and nowhere is that more apparent than with queer frontline
activists
and
advocates,”
O’Farrell said. “I am honored to
know, represent and work with
the honorees we are celebrating
during this year’s LGBT Heritage
Month. They have led with
courage, resolve and pride – and
they are building a Los Angeles
that is more just and equitable for
all.”
“After an incredibly challenging year for the LGBTQ+ community and so many others, we
have good reason to be hopeful
for the future ahead,” Galperin
said. “We have partnered with
our advocates on the front lines of
the struggle for equality and equity to make tangible and positive
differences in people’s lives –
helping those in need during the
pandemic, speaking out to stop
anti-trans violence, and standing
up to bigotry, discrimination and
hate. LGBT Heritage Month
gives us an opportunity to honor
this work and celebrate how far
our community has come.”
As part of the month-long celebration, the city of Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs
will also produce its official 2021
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Heritage Month
Calendar and Cultural Guide,
featuring work by local artists.
For information, visit culturela.org.

L.A. LGBT Center joins
research study on COVID-19

Five federally qualified health
centers that specialize in LGBTQ
health care – along with the
PRIDE Study, the first large-scale,
long-term national health study of
LGBTQ+ people – have launched
a research collaborative known as
the We Count Collaborative:
Impacts of COVID-19 on LGBTQ
Health. The collaborative seeks to
bridge the gap in knowledge about
COVID-19 health experiences of
LGBTQ people, including rates of
infection and outcomes. The five
health centers – Los Angeles
LGBT Center, Callen-Lorde
Community Health Center (New
York),
CrescentCare
(New
Orleans), Howard Brown Health
(Chicago) and Whitman-Walker
Institute (Washington, D.C.) – and
the Stanford Medicine-based the
PRIDE Study with a collaborating
site at the University of California,
San Francisco, have been on the
frontlines of the country’s
response to the COVID-19 crisis
and can collect real-time data crucial for this project and for future
public health policy recommendations.
As COVID-19 began to ravage
communities in 2020, LGBTQ
health-focused organizations advocated for the collection of sexual
orientation and gender identity data
to understand the full health needs
of the community.
“Our pooled data will allow for a
novel and robust analysis of
COVID-19’s impact on access to

health care for vulnerable LGBTQ
clients,” Los Angeles LGBT
Center’s Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Robert Bolan said. “The capability
to collect and report on data trends
across our geographically diverse
sites will inform vital public health
policy around prevention, education and provision of services for
LGBTQ communities.”
This
advocacy
continued
throughout 2020, culminating in an
open letter to the Association of
State and Territorial Health Officers
to ensure outreach to LGBTQ communities and to request that sexual
orientation and gender identity data
collection be a mandated part of
COVID-19 vaccine distribution
efforts.
With the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s 2021
report indicating sexual minority
persons experience higher rates of
underlying illnesses related to
severe outcomes of COVID-19,
data tracking on the virus’ health
impacts in LGBTQ communities is
more imperative than ever.
“The We Count Collaborative is
leveraging the inclusive data-collection policies at our individual
FQHCs to capture the unique circumstances and distinct needs of
LGBTQ persons, providing critical
information,” Whitman-Walker
Institute’s Manager of Data
Analytics Eleanor Sarkodie said.
For
information,
visit
bit.ly/thewecount
and
lalgbtcenter.org.

LADWP recognizes greenest customers

Despite a challenging year, Los
Angeles Department of Water and
Power business customers still
managed to lower their water and
energy bills, improve their operations, decrease strain on our natural
resources and contribute to environmental goals set by the city of Los
Angeles.
LADWP recently celebrated its
most sustainable, large customers at
the sixth annual Sustainability
Awards and discussion panel. The
virtual awards presentation recognized businesses, nonprofit organizations and government agency
customers who have achieved significant water and energy savings or
installed electric vehicle chargers at
their facilities as a result of participating in LADWP rebate programs.
The most significant achievement
in 2020 was continued electrification of transportation with over 800
chargers installed by LADWP customers at 46 locations.
“LADWP’s work of providing
reliable water and electricity service would not be possible without
the partnership and collaboration
established with our commercial,
industrial and institutional customers,”
LADWP
General
Manager and Chief Engineer
Martin L. Adams said. “We greatly
value their business sense, savings
achievements and forward-looking
vision as we move together towards
a greener, cleaner and better Los
Angeles.”
The Sustainability Awards
Program was instituted in 2016 as a
way for LADWP to support and
recognize customer efforts in sustainability. Winners are determined
through a quantitative assessment
of the environmental impact of the
customer’s projects for which
LADWP paid rebates.
Since 2013, commercial customers have represented 75% to
80% of the total energy savings
achieved through LADWP’s
Energy Efficiency Programs. This
reliable savings within this customer sector has enabled LADWP
to reinvest 60% of its $910 million
energy efficiency budget, allowing
for maximum savings and greater
environmental benefits for all L.A.
city residents.
In the Electrification of
Transportation category, the winners are Renaissance Collection,
Shelly Sterling and Noemi
Dunkelman,
which
together
installed a total of 832 chargers at
46 locations in 2020.
In the Demand Response category, the Leadership Award winners
were Los Angeles Unified School
District, Los Angeles World
Airports and Lineage Logistics,
which together curtailed 60,674
kW. The Impact Award winners
were Airgas USA, with 82% curtailed compared to their baseload
for 2020; Rancho Cold Storage,
75% curtailed; and LA Cold
Storage, 74% curtailed.
In the Energy Efficiency category, the Leadership Award winners
were Fenix Marine Services, Los
Angeles Unified School District
and Yusen Terminals, which together saved nearly 8 million kWh in
2020, enough to power 1,430
homes. The Impact Award winners
were Electro Rent Corporation,
with 35.5% saved; Commodity
Forwarders, 27.4% saved; and the
Dream Center, 23.3% saved.
In the Water Conservation category, the Leadership Award winners
were the Westin Los Angeles
Airport,
Kaiser
Foundation
Hospitals/Health
Plan
and

photo courtesy Fenix Marine Services

Fenix Marine Services, one of the largest container terminals in the Port
of Los Angeles, was honored by the LADWP with a Energy Efficiency
Leadership Award.

University of Southern California,
which together saved 5.9 million
gallons. The Impact Award winners
were the Westin Los Angeles; Playa
Summit Apartments, professionally
managed by R.W. Selby & Co.; and

Kaiser
Foundation
Hospitals/Health Plan, which
together saved more than 6.2 million gallons.
For
information,
visit
ladwp.com.

Notable quotes

“No pride for some of us without liberation for all of us.”
Marsha P. Johnson
1945-1992
Marsha P. Johnson was a trailblazing Black trans activist who
played a prominent role in the Stonewall uprising in 1969 and bravely
advocated for LGBTQ+ rights until her death. As we embark on Pride
Month, Marsha’s words serve as a reminder to continue to evolve and
grow in inclusion and acceptance for all members of the LGBTQ+
community. Happy Pride!
(source: Marsha P. Johnson Institute)

SHOW
YOUR
PRIDE!

We’ve got RAINBOW merchandise
galore to celebrate PRIDE Month!
10% off all merchandise in the store
with this coupon!
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

5969 Melrose Ave.• corner of Wilcox • (323)467-7124
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WeHo debuts new illuminating public art

photo courtesy of LADWP

Councilman Tom LaBonge, third from right in front, helped dedicate
the new Centennial Garden at the Mulholland Fountain in 2013.

LADWP recognizes LaBonge at
Mulholland Fountain, reservoir
The Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power Board of
Commissioners has approved the
renaming of two historically significant facilities in honor of the
late 4th District Councilman and
longtime LADWP supporter Tom
LaBonge, who died on Jan. 7.
The board authorized renaming
the Los Angeles Aqueduct
Centennial
Garden
and
Headworks Water Complex as the
Tom
LaBonge
Aqueduct
Centennial Gardens and the Tom
LaBonge Headworks Water
Complex, respectively.
In 2013, LaBonge took part in a
dedication ceremony of the new
Aqueduct Centennial Gardens at
the
Mulholland
Memorial
Fountain at Los Feliz Boulevard
and Riverside Drive. Featuring
walking paths, park benches and
drought tolerant landscaping, the
garden
complements
the
Mulholland Fountain, a city of
Los Angeles historic-cultural
monument.
The
Headworks
Water
Complex also held special meaning for LaBonge, LADWP officials said. In 2015, the councilman participated in a ribbon cutting ceremony for the completion
of the East Reservoir project at the
complex, which is the largest
underground drinking water reservoir in the western United States.
Headworks is located on a 43-acre
site located along the 134
Freeway and across from the
north entrance to Griffith Park.
The complex replaces the
Silver Lake and Ivanhoe reservoirs, and LaBonge conceived the
idea of relocating the water storage sites to meet new water quality regulations stipulating that
drinking water reservoirs be covered. Public open space will be

created on top of the reservoirs.
“Tom LaBonge made his mark
on the city and on many LADWP
projects, including the Aqueduct
Centennial Garden and the
Headworks Reservoir Complex,
that have come to be synonymous
with the communities he served,”
LADWP Board of Water and
Power
President
Cynthia
McClain-Hill said. “Having these
facilities bear his name means
generations of Angelenos and visitors will be reminded of the passion and dedication the late council member poured into public service and into the city he loved.”
In 1978, LaBonge began his
public service career with
Councilman John Ferraro, 4th
District. He later served as an aide
to former Mayor Richard Riordan
before being elected councilman
representing the 4th District. He
also worked at LADWP for a
short period of time as director of
community relations.
“Councilmember
Tom
LaBonge loved L.A.’s history, and
that included LADWP’s history,
and reminded us all that we were
writing its history everyday by the
work that we do here,” LADWP
General Manager and Chief
Engineer Martin Adams said.
“That’s why I can’t think of a
more fitting tribute than for the
department to honor Tom’s memory by renaming two of our most
historically significant facilities in
his honor. He will be sorely
missed but his legacy lives on.”
The Tom LaBonge Los Angeles
Aqueduct Centennial Garden and
Tom LaBonge Headworks Water
Complex will include new signage bearing the new name of the
facilities.
For
information,
visit
ladwp.com.

The city of West Hollywood presents a public art sculpture installation titled “Meringue,” by artist
Kiduck Kim, on view in the traffic
median
on
Santa
Monica
Boulevard, east of Doheny Drive.
The artist intends “Meringue” to
feel like a portal to travel without
moving, in that viewers travel when
they come in contact with it not
physically, but in the imagination.
The translucency of “Meringue”
lets sunlight in to glow naturally
during the daytime. At night, it
transforms into various light combinations. The artworks are made of
high-density polyethylene and illuminated with energy-efficient
LEDs.
“Meringue’s” lighting is changeable, and will display various colors
in association with major city events
or celebrations. Through June 30,
“Meringue” will be illuminated in
rainbow colors in celebration of
LGBTQ pride, as part of the city’s
One City One Pride LGBTQ Arts
Festival.
The installation is located within
the city’s ocean-friendly garden in
the traffic median. Plants in the area
were designed in collaboration with
the West Basin Water District using
ecological principles and water con-

photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

“Meringue” illuminates the median along Santa Monica Boulevard as
part of West Hollywood’s Art on the Outside project.

servation. The California native
plants are drought-tolerant and illustrate environmentally-sound practices.
Kim explores the spectrums
between art and architecture using
digital fabrication, as well as manmade and natural materials, to create virtual and real representations
of geometric experimentations. First
prize winner of a Baku International
Architecture Award and recipient of

the Next Generation Design Leader
award by the Korean Ministry of
Trade, Industry and Energy, the
artist’s work has been showcased
internationally.
“Meringue” is a part of the city’s
Art on the Outside project, which
features temporary artworks on
medians and in parks. It is anticipated to be on display through July
2022. For information, visit
weho.org/arts.

City offers new grants for community beautification

The Los Angeles Board of Public
Works and Keep Los Angeles
Beautiful have announced new
grants for community-based orga-

nizations to beautify public spaces
Matching grants of up to $2,500
will be awarded for projects that
benefit and revitalize communities.

Applications will be accepted
through 5 p.m. on June 30. For
information, email bpw.beautifylagrant@lacity.org, or visit laocb.org

PANC
CAKES Y
YOUR WAY!

Gridddle
at hom
me!
Pancake Batter
32 oz. - $11.95
$
16 oz. $9.95
$
+ melted butter
& syru
y up

County holds vaccination clinics
for underserved communities
The Los Angeles County
Development Authority, in partnership with the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health and
local organizations, has provided
more than 1,300 COVID-19 vaccines to residents at 13 public housing communities.
Collectively, the partnerships
helped address low vaccination
numbers and high infection disparities among disadvantaged populations by supplying public housing
communities with onsite vaccination clinics. The effort started in
February for senior public housing

residents, and extended to other residents as eligibility expanded.
“Thanks to our committed partners, we are proud to acknowledge
that our efforts have contributed
toward the milestone of more than
50% of Los Angeles County residents, 16 years of age and older,
being fully vaccinated,” LACDA
Executive Director Emilio Salas
said.
Partners such as HOPE
Community Church and Medical
Mission Adventures helped with
grassroot efforts to raise awareness.
For information, visit lacda.org.

Jazz up a Full Stack off our pancakke
kes with your favorite topping!
Indoor & Patio Dining • T
Taake-out • Delivery

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

Sun-Thurs. 6am-7:30pm • FriF Sat 6am - 8pm

In the Original Farmers
m Market
3rd & Fairrfax
(323)933-8446 • (3223)933-8447
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Metro makes more progress on subway in June

Work on the Purple Line
Extension subway project continues in June along Wilshire
Boulevard
between
Wilshire/Western and Century City.
Metro has provided an overview of

work that will occur throughout the
month.
In Century City, excavation of
the underground station is underway and will be completed by the
first quarter of 2022. The work is

photo courtesy of L.A. City Attorney Mike Feuer’s office

Los Angeles City Attorney Mike Feuer said Manjusha Kulkarni will
be exceptional in the new position.

Feuer appoints new member
to city’s Ethics Commission
Los Angeles City Attorney
Mike Feuer has appointed a
leader in civil rights and the AAPI
community to the city’s Ethics
Commission, effective July 1.
“I am proud to announce that I
am appointing a leading
Angeleno, Manjusha Kulkarni,
to a five-year term on our city’s
Ethics Commission,” Feuer said.
“The Ethics Commission, founded just three decades ago, leads
the city in setting strict ethics and
campaign finance regulations
and holding candidates, elected
and appointed officials accountable. Manju’s thoughtful, innovative leadership and great judgment will make her an exceptional ethics commissioner. I want to
also thank my current appointee,
the amazing Andrea Sheridan
Ordin, for her faithful service as
an ethics commissioner these
past five years and for a lifetime
of leadership and commitment to
the people of Los Angeles.”
Kulkarni is the executive
director of the Asian Pacific
Policy and Planning Council, a

coalition of more than 40 community-based organizations serving and representing the 1.5-million Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders in L.A. County. She
also co-founded Stop AAPI Hate,
a national organization addressing COVID-19-related hate incidents against members of the
AAPI community. Additionally,
she is a lecturer in the Asian
American Studies Department at
the University of California, Los
Angeles, and previously headed
the South Asian Network, served
as a senior staff attorney at the
National Health Law Program
and as a lawyer in the Office of
the Civil Rights Monitor in Los
Angeles.
“We need elected officials and
public institutions that will emulate the highest values of integrity and service,” Kulkarni said. “I
am honored to join the city Ethics
Commission to carry on the
important work of preserving
public trust and confidence for all
communities in our elections and
city government.”

New leader appointed to guide
oil and gas policy for L.A.
Los Angeles Board of Public
Works President Greg Good
announced the appointment on May
24 of Erica Blyther as the new
petroleum administrator for the Los
Angeles Office of Petroleum and
Natural Gas Administration and
Safety.
“Angelenos deserve an administrator with deep expertise, an
unflinching commitment to the
health and wellbeing of families
impacted by oil and gas wells and a
transition plan to lift up anyone
impacted by the transformation of
our economy,” Los Angeles Mayor
Eric Garcetti said. “Erica is the
right person at this moment to lead
Los Angeles toward a future less
reliant on drilling, less dependent
on the storage of fossil fuels and
more focused than ever on working
with residents, industry and regulators to root every decision in envi-

ronmental justice, sustainability
and public safety.”
Blyther previously served as acting petroleum administrator since
late 2019 when the previous administrator left to run the California
Geological Energy Management
Division of the state’s Natural
Resources Department. She has
served as a liaison between the
agencies responsible for the management, policy and oversight of oil
fields, gas storage facilities, petroleum refineries and pipeline franchise
agreements.
The city budget includes more
than $3.5 million to establish a
drill site compliance and review
pilot program, and a study of
existing sites. The information
could be used to determine timelines for making oil and gas
extraction an incompatible land
use in the city.

occurring 24 hours underneath
Constellation Boulevard. Partial
traffic lane closures are in place to
facilitate excavation, hauling and
material deliveries. Eastbound and
westbound vehicle access on
Constellation Boulevard will be
maintained between Century Park
West and Century Park East. All
driveways will remain accessible
from Constellation Boulevard.
Twin tunnel boring machines are
continuing progress eastbound
under Beverly Hills, on their way
toward their final destination at
Wilshire/La Cienega. The machines
will tunnel for approximately two
years and are anticipated to reach
the first subway station at
Wilshire/Rodeo by fall 2021, and
Wilshire/La Cienega in 2022.
Construction continues on the
future
subway
stations
at
Wilshire/Rodeo and Wilshire/La
Cienega. Crews are working on
appendage structures that house
vital systems at Wilshire/La
Cienega. Long-term lane reductions
will be in place. Wilshire Boulevard
will be reduced to two lanes in each
direction between San Vicente and
La Cienega boulevards through fall
of 2022.
Concrete and material deliveries
to the La Cienega Station are
expected to continue in June. Work
will be conducted in the
Wilshire/Gale staging yard and will
require intermittent traffic control
on
Wilshire
Boulevard.
Construction support is occurring
24 hours in the La Cienega and
Gale staging yards. Gale Drive will
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Construction in the staging areas for the future subway stations is occurring 24 hours.

be intermittently closed at Wilshire
Boulevard to support construction
in the Gale staging yard.
Work also continues at the future
subway
stations
near
Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire/La
Brea. Intermittent lane reductions
on Wilshire Boulevard may be necessary. Ogden Drive will be closed
intermittently south of Wilshire
Boulevard and Orange Grove
Avenue remains closed through
2022.
Wilshire Boulevard will be
reduced to two lanes in each direction between Detroit and June
streets through September. Hauling
and deliveries to and from both La
Brea Avenue staging yards will
continue.
Support for underground construction is also ongoing at work
zones along Wilshire Boulevard
and at a staging yard near
Wilshire/Western. Intermittent lane

closures may be necessary on
Wilshire Boulevard between
Highland and Western avenues.
Metro is holding a webinar on the
Regional Connector project today,
June 3, from noon to 1 p.m., via
Zoom. The project team and community leadership council will provide information on progress with
the project, which extends from the
Metro
Gold
Line’s
Little
Tokyo/Arts District station to the
Seventh Street/Metro Center station
in downtown Los Angeles, allowing passengers to bypass Union
Station when transferring to the
Red, Purple, Blue and Expo lines.
For the Zoom Meeting link, visit
zoom.us/j/96700059621.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.
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N’S BIRTHDAY!
LET’S CELEBRA
ATE!
SA
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Wear your best Tiara and
troop those colors!
Groovy swinging sounds
by DJ Ryan
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ATTURING
HER MAJESTY’S
MAJESTY S FFA
AV
A
VES

Coronation chicken sandwich,
Glen Eagles pate & toast,
East End Gin & TToonics

BRUNCH MAINS

Eggs Benedict
Spicy fried chicken and wafffl
fles
Japanese soufffl
fle pancakes
Huevos rancheros
NYY steak and eggs
Full English breakfast burrito
MTT loco moco • Fish tacos
Avocado toast and sofftt boiled eggs

PA
P
ASTRIIES

Mufffi
fin • Scone • Croissant • Bagel
Pain au chocolate
c
• Cinnamon bun
Havve a Cuppa!
coffffee, tea, latte,
cap
ppucino,
pott of tea
Full Bar!
Beer & Wine
W
24 Taps!

IN HONOR OF
THE QUEEN

East End Gin & TToonics

BOTTOMLESS

Mimosas
$20
Margaritas
$24
Bloody Mary’s $20

OPEN 11AM DAILLY
Y • HAPP
PY
Y HOUR M-F 3-6
WEEKEN
ND BRUNCH 11AM-5PM
SUNDAY ROAST 12-4PM • SUN. HAPPY HOUR 6-9
Original Farmers Market • 63
333 W. 3rd St. • markettavernla.com
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Center supports LGBT communities of color
Los Angeles City Councilman
Mark Ridley-Thomas, 10th District,
recently toured the Los Angeles
LGBT Center’s Center South this
week and presented an LGBT
Heritage Month proclamation to
CEO Lorri L. Jean.
Thomas described Center South
as “a welcome and much-needed
presence” in the heart of the 10th
District. It is located at 2313 W.
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., and

serves members of the South Los
Angeles community.
“As a longtime supporter of
health education and health advocacy, I’m pleased to see that the center
is here,” Ridley-Thomas said. “I
have great hope and great expectation that this will be an asset well
beyond what might have been
imagined, and I am committed to
helping to make it so.”
Center South opened in January

Letters to the
Editor
One Beverly Hills
will have major
impact on city
Re “One Beverly Hills developer’s attorney draws heat,” May
27 issue
While I appreciate the coverage you have given to the One
Beverly Hills project, I would
like to ask that you better define
public comments in City Council
meetings.
In your May 27 story, you stated, “the public comment was
largely split, with dozens of residents speaking in favor of the
project…” This is not accurate.
Many, if not most, of those favorable comments were not from
residents and were from individuals who stand to make a profit
on the development.
Here are the issues your readers need to know. In 2016, the
residents of Beverly Hills rejected a previous and smaller plan for
that site. The project, encompassing three towers, will be built at
one of the busiest and worst
designed intersections in the area,
where Wilshire and Santa
Monica Boulevards intersect.
The tallest of the three proposed
towers is 32-stories, 100 feet
taller than the Statue of Liberty.
Beverly Hills has a height limit of
45 feet. There will be 340 condominiums, 78 new hotel rooms
and parking for over 2,000 cars.
Construction will take over four
years. Traffic will be a nightmare
then and after completion.
This project has been under
consideration with the city while
the pandemic has kept residents
closeted in homes, 6 feet away
from one another and unable to
attend public meetings. It was
not the best time to introduce the
largest development project ever
seen in the city.
It will impact not only Beverly
Hills, but West Hollywood,
Westwood and other communities who need to drive through
Beverly Hills to get to their destinations. Public comments are
still being accepted. Send them
to cityclerk@beverlyhills.org.
Marcy Kelly
Beverly Hills

Mobility options must
be balanced for
optimal outcome
Re “City adopts Complete
Streets Plan for Improved
Mobility,” May 27 issue

The Beverly Hills City Council
realizes that balancing the needs
of bicyclists, pedestrians, transit
riders and motorists is a tremendous undertaking. Proceeding
with caution, as it should, and
allowing for public comment
makes good sense.
I have questions. How will the
Metro Purple Line subway extensions impact these plans for
improved mobility, will transit
ridership improve or are we just
dreaming? Likewise, for adding
bicycle lanes, which may go
largely empty as they now do.
What about automobile congestion and parking spaces?
I certainly do not have the
answers. I hope we have the
expertise on board to answer
those questions before we spend
billions on this project. We certainly do not want to do more
harm than good.
George Epstein
Detroit Street

Plan for church
property would harm
neighborhood
Re “Pandemic pushes back
heavenly apartment plans,” May
27 issue
I couldn’t understand when I
was working on getting surrounding neighbors to oppose
Rick Caruso’s 20-story high rise
known as 333 La Cienega, why
Our Lady of Mt. Lebanon told
me that they had no concern
about the effect Caruso’s development, located across the street,
would have on their church.
Now I know why they had no
concerns. They also had plans for
a similar development. Caruso is
alleged to have spent $123,600
on campaign contributions to 42
Los Angeles candidates to get his
high rise approved, which was
clearly money well spent. Will
those contributions help Our
Lady of Mt. Lebanon get their
high rise too, especially the president that approved Caruso’s high
rise development set for the
neighborhood? If anyone living
in the area wants to see the future
of the neighborhood, if Our Lady
of Mt. Lebanon is successful,
take a ride to the Wilshire
Corridor near Westwood. You
can see the future of the neighborhood if enough neighbors
don’t speak up during the hearing
process.
Robert Cherno
Land Use Specialists Inc.

2020, two months before the
COVID-19 pandemic. The staff has
continued providing programs
online and has been connecting
with the community through Pride
Pantry, a program in which bags of
fresh produce and dry goods are
distributed twice per month.
Programs and services are provided
free or at low cost with a focus on
serving the needs of young gay and
bisexual men of color ages 12 to 29,
and trans women of color. In addition to HIV and STI testing, Center
South’s services include access to
PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis)
and PEP (post-exposure prophylaxis), HIV care, housing and employment resources, mental health services, legal services and a drop-in
space for community meetings and
events.
“It’s really about community
building,” Center South Senior
Program Manager David Flores
said. “We know that we are very
focused on LGBT issues, but we
know that, in this area, there are

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles LGBT Center

Councilman Mark Ridley-Thomas recognized Los Angeles LGBT Center
CEO Lorri Jean and staff at the Center South.

families whom we want to make
sure we connect with. They may
have a child or an uncle in their
family who is LGBT. So, by direct-

ly serving them, we are building a
rapport.”
For information, visit lalgbtcenter.org.

CITY
Y OF WEST
T HOLL
LYWOOD
BOARDS/CO
OMMISSIONS
NOTICE OF VACANCY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that applications are now being accepted for
appointment by the City Council to the following Commissions, Advisory
Boards, Committees, and Task Forces:

Current vacancies to be filled:
! PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMISSION – ONE (1) POSITION:
DIRECT APPOINTMENT (D’Amico)
! PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION – ONE (1) POSITION:
DIRECT APPOINTMENT (Horvath)
! LESBIAN & GAY ADVISORY BOARD – ONE (1) POSITION (Female):
DIRECT APPOINTMENT (Shyne)
! SOCIAL JUSTICE TASK FORCE – ONE (1) POSITION:
DIRECT APPOINTMENT (Shyne)
! TRANSGENDER ADVISORY BOARD – ONE (1) POSITION:
AT-LARGE APPOINTMENT

More information on each Board and Commission as well as an online
application system can be accessed on the City website at
https:///w
www.weho.org/city-government/boards-commissions/
For further information, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (323) 848-6409
or you may email apoblador@weho.org.
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

Providence tasting
menu

P

rovidence is now open for dinner. Chef Michael Cimarusti is
serving a multi-course tasting menu
nightly on Tuesdays through
Saturdays. There are also vegetarian and pescatarian options; however, he may not be able to accommodate some dietary restrictions.
Reservations can be made 24 hours
a day on the website. 5955 Melrose
Ave., (323)460-4170.

Fatburger teams
with Death Row
Records

T

hroughout the month of June,
Fatburger is collaborating with
Death Row Records and the
Grammy Museum to honor AfricanAmerican music and the hip-hop

label’s 30th anniversary with a special burger. Purchase an XXXL
burger and $1.30 of every burger
sold will be donated to the Grammy
Museum, up to $15,000. Also, a
portion of the proceeds from limited-edition merchandise including
towels, hats and shirts will also be
donated. Artwork in the form of digital gold coins is available featuring
the brands’ iconic logos to memorialize rap born at Fatburger and
Death Row. Each comes with Fat
Cash to redeem for a Fatburger.
Signup and take the in-store challenge for a chance to win a
Fatburger and Death Row swag
pack. The pack includes items such
as Death Row’s top-selling vinyl’s,
cassettes and exclusive merchandise. Go to fatburger-deathrow.com.
Locations include 8500 W. Third
St., (310)289-8810; 474 N. Beverly
Drive, (310)274-2297; 1611 N.
Vermont Ave., (323)663-3100;
4945 Eagle Rock Blvd., Unit B,
(323)739-0437; and 5001 Wilshire
Blvd., Suite 103, (323)939-9593.

Jinya Ramen Bar
vegan bowls

J

inya has crafted two new vegan
bowls that debuted on June 1. In
addition to Jinya’s Flying Vegan
Harvest and Spicy Creamy Vegan
Ramen, guests will also be able to
enjoy Agedashi Tofu with fried
vegetables and lightly fried tofu,
and vegan Maze-Men with zero
broth and extra thick noodles
topped with vegan umami sauce. To
celebrate the 25 million Jinya
Ramen Bar bowls served to guests,
on Wednesday, June 8, the original
Jinya Ramen Bar in Studio City
will offer guests a chance to win a
Golden Bowl. Inside is a $250 gift
card, a set of black and red branded
bowls and a Jinya t-shirt. The
opportunity is available all day.
Order one of their other signature
bowls with simmering broths, signature noodles and perfectly paired
small plates, rice bowls, curry, salads, and mini tacos. Vegetarian
tempura sauce is made of vegetable
dashi, mirin and soy sauce. See
Jinya’s full menu at jinyaramenbar.com. 11231 Ventura Blvd.,
Studio City, (818)980-3977.

Cake Monkey &
National Candy
Month

D

uring the month of June, Cake
Monkey is collaborating with
artisanal candy brand Candy Club.
The founder of Cake Monkey, Lisa
Olin, created a special Banana
Peanut Toffee Crunch Cakewich
and will give 100% of the proceeds
to People Assisting the Homeless, a
local nonprofit organization that
strives to end homelessness for individuals, families and communities
through building affordable housing
and providing supportive services
throughout
California.
7807
Beverly Blvd., (323)932-1142.

photo courtesy of Cake Monkey

Veggie Day and
Taste of Aloha at
Dog Haus

O

n Saturday, June 5, indulge in
a
$5
veggie-friendly
Impossible Burger at participating
Dog Haus locations for dine-in or
takeout. The plant-based burger
protein is topped with lettuce,
tomato, onion, pickles, white
American cheese and secret sauce,
all served on a grilled King’s
Hawaiian bun. Additions may cost
extra. This special is not available
online or via Dog Haus app or
delivery services. Also, now
through Aug. 31, guest chef Bert S.
Agor Jr. is preparing the DogHaus
Big Kahuna offering the Taste of
Aloha. It’s an angus beef patty,
American cheese, smoked bacon,
miso ranch, wild arugula, pickled
jalapeños, pickled peppers, scallions, onion rings and special bang
bang sauce on grilled King’s
Hawaiian rolls. A portion of the
sales of this burger will go to No
Kid Hungry. For locations, go to
doghaus.com. 3817 W. Olive Ave.,
(818)566-4287.
continues next page

June Pie of the Month
Piedmontese Flank Steak
2 per pack

$9.98/lb.
Reg. $15.98 /lb.

With this ad only through 6/9/2021

6333 W. Third St. 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned in the
Original Farmers Market for 80 Years

13 June 3, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Comfort Bowl popup at ROW DTLA

O

n Saturday, June 5, from 10:30
a.m. to 4 p.m., Cafe Dulce at
ROW DTLA is hosting Ingrained
L.A. from the team behind
Honeybird L.A. This southern
fried-chicken concept has locations
in USC Village and La Canada
Flintridge. Ingrained L.A. is a takeout and delivery-focused artisanal
Asian rice bowl concept that was
formed during the pandemic.
Honeybird and Café Dulce fed
many of the international students
who were not able to return home
due to the pandemic, providing
some comfort and flavors of home
to those who remained in the area.
On June 5, enjoy the flavors of the
Hainan Chicken Bowl for $14. It’s
filled with twice-poached Hainan
chicken, rice in chicken broth, ginger scallion paste, sweet soy sauce
reduced and fortified with ginger
and garlic, Asian pickles, Fresno
chili and ginger hot sauce. The
Japanese Beef Bowl is also $14 and
filled with USDA prime-grade
brisket simmering in homemade
gyudon broth. It’s served with

onions and a perfect egg. Pre-order
is currently available via Ingrained
L.A.’s website. Pick up starts at
10:30 a.m., on Saturday, June 5.
Dulce Dos will also launch their
signature seasonal AO lemonade as
part
of
the
pop-up.
ingrained.la/order-online. 777 S.
Alameda St., #150, (213)536-9633.

The Los Angeles
Times Food Bowl

A

ll month long, the Food Bowl
festival
will
celebrate
Southern California’s culinary
scene by featuring special dining
events in honor of the Times’
Restaurant of the Year and Gold
Award winners. It’s a series of virtual food forums and in-person
events, including a curated restaurant guide spotlighting 50 local
favorites. Learn about prix fixe
menu offerings and various patio
dining options across Los Angeles.
Sit in on one or more of the online
discussions with food industry
leaders, plus attend a special weekend of dining events with the
Times’ Restaurant of the Year and
Gold Award honorees Phenakite

Head to Huntington Meats for backyard barbecue bliss
The Original Farmers Market,
corner of Third and Fairfax, is the
longtime home of Huntington
Meats and Sausage, an old-fashioned butcher shop.
The shop offers a variety of
roasts, steaks and chops, and a large
selection of sausages. Huntington
Meats also features Nancy
Silverton’s Special Burger Blend,
named for the renowned local chef
and based on her own recipe, and
the shop is one of the city’s exclusive purveyors of Harris Ranch
meats. Marinated carne asada and
sweet country pork kabobs are perfect for the grill. The friendly
butchers are knowledgeable and
always willing to share preparation
tips.
Just in time for barbecue season,
Huntington Meats and Sausage
presents the “Thrill of the Grill”
offering everything needed to fire
up the grill for a backyard cookout.
Wood chips for smoking, hard-

wood charcoal and firewood logs
are available. A variety of sauces
and seasonings to add distinct flavor to your barbecue feast are also
available.

Huntington Meats and Sausage
is located at the Original Farmers
Market, 6333 W. Third St. For
information, (323)938-5383, or
visit huntingtonmeats.com.

and Guelaguetza. On June 9, Times
food columnist Jenn Harris will
host a discussion on women in the

food industry with celebrity chef
Carla Hall, restaurateur Bricia
Lopez (Guelaguetza), chef Minh

Phan (Phenakite, porridge+puffs)
and natural wine distributor Amy

photo courtesy of the Origianl Farmers Market

Join Us ffor Br
Brunch
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thiis We
Weekend!
d!

Now
serving!

See Restaurant News page 18

Smoked
Salm
mon
Plate

Cooll Off
witth a
Vir
irggin
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Bloody
oo
Mar
aryy!
Alsso Availab
ble To
To Go!

Fo
ollow Us!
@duparsfm
@

In the Original Farmers Mark
ket
et • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-84
447

For breakfasst, lunch
or anytiime!

Order Direct or
Chow Now
Postmates
DoorDash
Uber Eats

Follow Us!

@duparsfm
In the Original Farmers Market
M
• 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446
3 8446 • (323) 933-844
933 844
47 • fr
f ances@dupars
@d
-psr.com
.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
May 23 and May 29. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

Melrose at 5:10 p.m.

May 23

At 7:46 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1300
block of N. Laurel.

At 2:59 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 200 block of N.
Crescent.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8900 block of Santa
Monica at 11 p.m.

May 24

May 24

At 4:18 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8600
block of Wilshire.

At 3:03 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1200
block of Harper.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 200 block of S.
Robertson at 11:29 p.m.

May 25

May 25
An arson fire was reported in the
100 block of N. Canon at 5:49 a.m.
At 4:07 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of Rodeo.

At 5:32 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8400
block of Santa Monica.

May 26
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1100
block of Hacienda.

An attempted burglary was reported in the 8500 block of Burton Way
at 6:21 a.m.

At 2:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
2000 block of N. Fuller.

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7900
block of Melrose.

A domestic violence incident was
reported in the 5700 block of
Camerford at 2:25 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1000 block of N.
Orange at 12:15 p.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 600
block of N. Citrus.

At 12:45 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 600 block of N. Gardner.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5400 block of
Hollywood at 11:03 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 700 block of S.
Cochran at 8 p.m.

May 26

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Sunset and Van Ness.
A robbery was reported in the 7000
block of Beverly at 11:46 p.m.

May 24
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 600
block of N. Detroit.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of
Hollywood and Cherokee at 4:30
a.m.
At 5:25 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
600 block of S. Detroit.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Fairfax and
Rosewood at 8:40 a.m.

May 27

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1200 block of N. Fuller at
9:36 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of N.
Carson at 3:55 a.m.

May 27

At noon, an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1500
block of N. Bronson.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8800 block of Sunset
at 1:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 100 block of N.
Robertson at 2:10 p.m.

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1200 block of N. Formosa.

At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7600 block of Sunset.

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident
near the corner of Sunset and
Horn at 9:39 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 800 block of N.
Hudson at 4:30 p.m.

At 10:40 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 400 block of N. Bedford.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 200 block of S.
Robertson at 7 p.m.

May 28
At 8:56 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs in
the 100 block of N. Crescent.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
N. Rexford at 1:15 p.m.
At 2:20 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 400 block of
Shirley.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of
Rodeo at 3:15 p.m.
At 5:38 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 300
block of Rodeo.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of
Rodeo at 6:10 p.m.
At 9:59 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 300 block of
Elm.

May 29
At 11:05 p.m., a suspect was
arrested on suspicion of driving
under the influence of alcohol or
drugs near the corner of Alpine
and Lexington.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
May 23
At 11:58 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
8500 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8900 block of

May 29
At 1:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
600 block of N. Robertson.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8400 block of Sunset
at 5:40 p.m.

Los Angeles Police
Department
May 23
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Cahuenga
and Hollywood at 1 a.m.
At 2:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a bicycle in the 1900 block of
Avenue of the Stars.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5500 block of
Melrose at 2:45 a.m.
At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Sunset and Argyle.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of N.
Fairfax at 4:30 a.m.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 300
block of S. Irving.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1000 block of N.
Highland at 5 p.m.
At 5:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6600 block
of Sunset.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5300 block of
La Cresta at 5:30 p.m.
At 6:27 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1800
block of N. Cherokee.

At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
1600 block of N. Formosa.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Gower
and Melrose at 12:15 a.m.
At 9:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7900
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8400 block of
Beverly at 12:09 p.m.
At 12:15 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
1400 block of N. La Brea.
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident
near the corner of Hollywood and
La Brea at 12:40 p.m.
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1500
block of N. Vista.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8500 block of
Beverly at 2:15 p.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Franklin and Camino
Palmero.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5500 block of
Sixth at 5:30 p.m.
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Sweetzer and Orange.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6000 block of
Third at 9 p.m.
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6000
block of Third.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6200 block of
Fountain at 10 p.m.
At 11:15 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
700 block of N. Fairfax.

May 27

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
S. Croft at 6:30 p.m.

At 12:05 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of N. El Centro.

At 6:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1600 block of N. El Centro.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6200 block of De
Longpre at 2 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8400 block of
Third at 6:58 p.m.

At 8:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 7100
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8400 block of Third at
8:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5400 block of
Hollywood at 9:01 a.m.

May 25

At noon, an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1200 block of N. Sycamore.

At 5:07 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8600
block of Gregory.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft near the corner of
Yucca and Whitley at 6 a.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6500 block of Yucca
at 5:30 a.m.

At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6600 block of Yucca.

At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Sunset and Vine.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7900 block of
Beverly at 11:13 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1700 block of N.
Fuller at 8:30 p.m.
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of S. Western.
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-

tim near the corner of Franklin and
Maryland at 11:45 p.m.

May 28
At 3:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7000
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8500 block of Third
at 4:30 a.m.
At 9:10 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8700
block of Third.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8200 block of
Beverly at 1:42 p.m.
At 2:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
6900 block of Melrose.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 7300 block of
Melrose at 2:44 p.m.
At 4:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8200 block of Third.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of N.
Sycamore at 4:40 p.m.
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Dine in a cottage at Savoca
by Jill Weinlein
When the Ritz-Carlton Los
Angeles reopened their restaurant
Savoca, they created a unique outdoor dining experience – individual
plexiglass greenhouse-looking cottages. Guests are led outside the
hotel to the L.A. Live plaza, onto an
al fresco dining terrace in between
the JW Marriott Los Angeles Hotel
and the Microsoft Theater. The cottages seat two to six guests and have
clear plexiglass walls, a decorative
carpet, terrazzo marble-top table
with chairs, white wicker chairs,
hanging light fixture, open skylights
and a framed photo of a vacation
destination hanging on the back
wall.
Recently, my husband and I dined
in one of the cottages and as the
evening cooled down, our server,
Sierra, asked if we would like a
cozy lap blanket for warmth.
Looking over chef Nathaniel
Marcus’ menu on our smart phones,
we ordered an Aperol Spritz and
Italian-themed Cello Drop made
with Absolute Citron and limoncello. There is also a wine selection
focusing on California and Italian
vintages with select wines from
Sicily. Those looking for nonalcoholic beverages can select traditional-style Italian sodas such as La

Marmellata with orange marmalade, ginger ale, orange juice and
cream, and Blu Ragazza with raspberry, soda and cream.
To start our dinner, we chose a
healthy chicory salad that had a
touch of sweetness from local
chopped dates and texture from
crunchy almonds. It was dressed
with a light and tangy white balsamic dressing.
Sierra recommended we order the
chef’s signature lasagna dish,
served in a black bowl with four
rolled lasagna tubes standing
upright that are filled with
Scarmorza – a South Italian cow’s
cheese. In the bowl, tender braised
beef, eggplant and melted cheese
was pure comfort food with every
bite. Raw, freshly topped tomatoes,
basil and olives topped this deconstructed rich and satisfying lasagna.
Chef Marcus worked in Italian
restaurants for over a decade and
brought his popular recipes and
techniques to his team at Savoca in
Los Angeles. The name of the
restaurant is derived from a shrub
that grows wild in one of the most
beautiful villages in Italy. Savoca is
represented in the medieval coat of
arms of this village.
The chef makes all of his pastas
including agnolotti, campanelle,
tagliatelle and bucatini. Each offers
intensely pleasing flavors with the
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regionally sourced ingredients he
uses.
There are three different pizzas
on the menu, and we chose the simple and flavorful Margherita that
arrived with a layer of bright San
Marzano tomato sauce, melted
mozzarella medallions, fresh basil
leaves and a sprinkling of sea salt.
Other pizzas are topped with prosciutto, mozzarella and ParmigianoReggiano, arugula and lemon; and a
white pizza with olive oil, taleggio,
ricotta and Parmigiano.
For an entrée, we shared the roasted branzino that arrived with two
tender filets on a bed of braised baby
fennel with a side of cool and crisp
watercress and a touch of sweetness
from slices of juicy blood orange.
Other heartier entrees include
cooked-for-hours-tender short rib
prepared with roasted carrots and
Sangiovese wine.
Be sure to try the Italian donut
called a bombolone surrounded
with blueberries for dessert. It’s
light and delicious to share or enjoy
on your own.
Savoca is open for breakfast and
weekend brunch offering classic
breakfast dishes with an Italian
twist, such as Eggs in Purgatory,
and a morning version of the classic
Cacio e Pepe, with scrambled eggs,
pecorino cheese, pepper and grilled
focaccia.
Diners may also sit inside the
restaurant at terrazzo marble tabletops and coral cushioned booths,

photo by Jill Weinlein

Chef Nathaniel Marcus’ lasagna at Savoca is rich, satisfying and different from most lasagnas.

with a lively floral mural across the
entire back wall of the atrium space
embodying a California sense of
place with the spirit of Italy.
The Cottages at Savoca are available by reservations on Thursday

through Saturday from 5:30 to 9:30
p.m. Reservations can be made at
ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/california/los-angeles/dining/savoca. $$
900 W. Olympic Blvd., (213)7658630.

Thrill-of-tthe-Grill

H Marinated Thiin-Sliced Steak

• Sweet Chili Garlic • Spicy Cilantrro • Black Pepper • Carne Asada

H Sweet Country BBQ
B Beef Kabobs
H Green Chili Cilan
ntro Pork Kabobs
H Marinated Mediterrranean Lamb Chops
H Marinated Beef Teeriyaki Short Ribs

Follow Us!

@duparsfm

• Charrcoal
• Woo
od Chips
• Varieety of Spices
• Saucces
At the Original Farmers Market • 6333 W. 3rd St
St.. #350 • (323) 9938-5383 • hunttingtonmeats.com
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Farmers Market offers vaccines, hosts giveaway

photo courtesy of the Beverly Wilshire Hotel

THEBlvd reopens at the Beverly Wilshire

T

he Beverly Wilshire, A Four Seasons Hotel, is planning to reopen
THEBlvd on June 4. Enjoy the fresh local California cuisine under
airy, lofty ceilings or out on the patio overlooking world-famous Rodeo
Drive. All-day dining is offered and the menu will be similar to the
THEBlvd Privé, a pop-up outdoor dining experience that will remain
open until June 3. A large selection of wine, beer, cocktails and Ruinart
Champagne is also offered. The Beverly Wilshire, A Four Seasons
Hotel, is located at 9500 Wilshire Blvd. For information, call (310)2755200, or visit theblvdrestaurant.com.

The Original Farmers Market is
offering benefits for anyone who
gets vaccinated in front of the
market’s clock tower on June 9.
The vaccinations are offered in
partnership with the Los Angeles
County Department of Public
Health and Rite Aid.
People who get vaccinated
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. will
receive a free all-day parking pass
and a Farmers Market tote bag,
and they will also be entered into
a drawing for more great prizes,
including a $500 Farmers Market
gift certificate or one of 10 $100
Farmers Market gift certificates,
which can be redeemed at any
Farmers Market merchant. All gift
cards include a free all-day parking pass. Drawings for Farmers
Market gift certificates will take
place July 5.
In addition, those who receive
vaccinations are eligible for the
$1.5 million and $50,000 cash
prizes offered by Gov. Gavin
Newsom and the state of

California.
COVID-19 vaccines are free
regardless of insurance, immigration status or residency. Please
bring an ID to the event.
Appointments can be made at
farmersmarketla.com/events/covi
d-19-vaccine-clinic, but walkups are welcome, too.
The Pfizer and Johnson &
Johnson vaccines will be
available to anyone age 12
and up, though people
under 18 must come with a
parent or guardian. For
the two-dose Pfizer vaccine, the second dose
will be available on June
30 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Farmers Market.
The Original Farmers Market
is located at 6333 W. Third St. For
information,
visit
covid19.ca.gov/vax-for-the-win.
illustration courtesy of the Original Farmers Market

People who get vaccinated at the Farmers
Market on June 9 are eligible for gift cards.

Oscars moving 2022 awards show to March
Zoo’s Beastly Ball returns for
virtual night of fun and fundraising
The Greater Los Angeles Zoo
Association is reminding the public
that its annual Beastly Ball
fundraiser will be held virtually on
Saturday, June 5, at 6 p.m.
The event, celebrating its 51st
anniversary in 2021, has evolved
into a virtual celebration that
invites viewers from around the
world to support the Los Angeles
Zoo. Actor, comedian and television personality Joel McHale will
host the Beastly Ball, which will
honor the philanthropic work of
actor Jackie Chan and actress Leila
George. The event will also include
inspiring conservation stories,
celebrity guests, animal moments,
an online auction and musical performances by Weezer; REO
Speedwagon’s Kevin Cronin; Slash
with Def Leppard’s Phil Collen and
Stone Temple Pilots’ Robert
DeLeo; and Poet Christopher
Simms reading “The Return of the
Earth/She.”
Guests
can
watch
the
livestreamed event free and participate in the silent auction by visiting lazoo.org/beastlyball. Taxdeductible patron packages start at
$1,500.
“Last year, more than 21,000
people from around the globe
joined the celebration, making it
our biggest and wildest party to
date,” GLAZA president Tom
Jacobson said. “And with Joel
McHale returning to host the event,
it is guaranteed to be a laughterfilled evening of philanthropy, fun,

favorite animals and fabulous
celebrity friends.”
Chan is a worldwide film sensation, and Chan’s off-screen work
embodies his spirit of generosity
and humility. He supports many
causes including wildlife conservation. Chan is ambassador of Save
China’s Tigers, an organization
seeking to save the endangered
South China tiger through breeding
and reintroduction into the wild.
Australian-American actress
George, who appears on TNT’s
“Animal Kingdom,” has worked
with her husband, Sean Penn, and
his nonprofit relief organization,
CORE, in establishing COVID-19
testing and vaccination clinics
throughout the country. Last year,
George raised funds for the conservation of wildlife, land and communities by producing and hosting
the Australian Wildfire Relief
Event at the L.A. Zoo.
“This year’s conservation honorees hail from different parts of
the world and represent the diverse
voices creating social awareness
for the need to protect native
species and wildlife habitat around
the globe,” Jacobson added. “And
with conservation at the core of
what we do, this fundraiser supports GLAZA’s efforts to fund a
myriad of programs including conservation, animal care, animal
health and education programs at
the Los Angeles Zoo.”
For
information,
visit
lazoo.org/beastlyball.

The Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences and ABC last
month announced the 94th Oscars
ceremony will move to Sunday,
March 27, 2022. The show, which
will air live on ABC from the Dolby
Theatre in Hollywood, was originally scheduled for Feb. 27, 2022.
The eligibility period for
Academy Awards consideration
will return to the standard Dec. 31
deadline: a feature film must have a
qualifying release date between
March 1, 2021, and Dec. 31, 2021.
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This year, which is still impacted
by the pandemic, eligibility requirements for the 94th Academy
Awards will be consistent with the
addendums made for the 93rd
Awards season. Complete 94th
Awards rules and specialty category
submission deadlines will be
announced in June. Following this
year, the Academy intends to
expand the qualifying requirements
for the 95th Awards.
The Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences also announced

changes to the 2021 membership
review process. To ensure the necessary infrastructure, staff resources
and environment to support all
Academy members, this year’s
growth in membership will be limited to roughly half that of recent
years. This modification will enable
steady future growth and allow the
Academy to continue serving its
membership in a more personal
manner. Ahead of this change, the
See Oscars page 18
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Joel McHale will host the annual Beastly Ball, which supports the Los
Angeles Zoo’s conservation programs.
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Options remain for those still watching from home

The biggest media news of the
week might be theaters reopening
and serving up strong signs of more
flicks going big once more. I’m
sure my return to a movie palace is
soon forthcoming, popcorn at the
ready, but more than a year of new
habits stand in my way.
To honor one of my last attempts
to find material to review in lieu of
a single outing to a big screen, let’s
embark on a journey of what I
watched over the last seven days,
ranking all 10 things, worst to best.

‘M.O.D.O.K.’/Hulu

I want so much from this stopmotion parody of Marvel’s most
outlandish supervillain, voiced by
Patton Oswald. The pilot sets a
brisk pace but doesn’t deliver much
actual humor. Future episodes will
hopefully improve as the series
continues to channel “Robot
Chicken” energy.

‘Army of the Dead’/Netflix

Call director Zack Snyder’s
return to horror a thematic sequel to
his 2004 “Dawn of the Dead,” an
incredible remake, if you like. Too
bad “Army of the Dead” adds little
to the undead zeitgeist. It doesn’t
flop, but the outcome hardly feels
satisfying, and definitely doesn’t
match Netflix’s dubious claim that

it’s the most watched film on the
platform. Instead, “Army” falls
somewhere between watchable and
cliche, entertaining at times, but predictable in a bad way more often.

‘Love, Death + Robots’
season 2/Netflix

The anthology series serves as a
banner for various animation teams
to go their own way. Sure, season 1
unleashed the crazy a bit more –
hyper violent, plenty of nudity,
crazy stories – but season 2’s shortened installment (Netflix’s eightepisode seasons are killing me)
enjoys a few standout sci-fi
moments amid several longer
shorts, though none land quite like
season 1’s more profound offerings.

‘Lucifer’ season 5/Netflix

Procedural cop shows aren’t my
thing, but the devil working alongside L.A.’s finest makes for easy
viewing. The driving thread
remains the most interesting part,
especially with the latest arrival of a
certain patriarch (perfectly cast).
The final episodes of season 5 stay
on point, especially a musical
episode, which I can never pass up.

‘From Cradle to
Stage’/Paramount+

Dave Grohl, former Nirvana

drummer, Foo Fighters frontman
and delightful human being, fronts a
docuseries with his mother, Virginia
Grohl, interviewing other musicians
about their relationships with their
moms. Each episode focuses on
artists and their careers, peppering
marvelous new info about the
Grohls along the way. Of the four
installments thus far, the pilot, featuring Imagine Dragons singer Dan
Reynolds, works the best, but each
one still provides a slew of endearing, heartfelt moments.

‘Tina’/HBO Max

I admit my minimal knowledge
of Tina Turner, besides a few tidbits
ranging from her most popular
songs to her role in “Mad Max:
Beyond Thunderdome.” So HBO’s
original doc focusing on her life
story is a remarkable experience
filled with both frustration – particularly some directed at entertainment journalists asking the same
tired questions hoping for the legendary singer to cry – and boatloads
of joy.

‘Friends: The Reunion’/
HBO Max

After two decades, one of television’s most popular sitcoms gets the

photo courtesy of Netflix

The anime series “Yasuke” focuses on the historical story of a Black
samurai, voiced by LaKeith Stanfield.

Plan called for Spruce Goose to
be displayed in Pan Pacific Park

photo courtesy of HBO Max

“Friends: The Reunion” offers a walk down memory lane with the cast
and many special guests.

‘Yasuke’/Netflix

reunion treatment. This might be
the most expensive one yet, and
definitely the longest with a movielength runtime. Seeing the whole
crew and a host of special guests
(let the other news outlets spoil
them) makes for great nostalgia, at
least taking me back to the many
times I binged all 10 seasons in college at the height of DVD boxset
sales, and ample times since.

At episodes around 25 minutes
each, this anime series set in a very
different feudal Japan is a quick
binge, focusing on the historical
story of a Black samurai, amazingly
voiced by LaKeith Stanfield in the
English version. But don’t expect
historical accuracy amidst samurai
mech warriors, sorcerers and
shapeshifters. It’s a crazy ride worth
every minute.

‘Dota: Dragon’s
Blood’/Netflix

‘Bluey’ season 2/
Disney+

This South Korean animated
series is a blast. Dragons, talking
elder dragons, elves, goddesses,
sorcerers – all the best of fantasy
fiction makes an appearance in this
video game adaptation that actually
works. At least that pesky VG curse
lifts momentarily on the small
screen.

One day I’ll give this show the
full exploration it deserves. For
now, I’ll merely say this delightful
Australian animated series about a
family of dogs enjoying the day’s
shenanigans inspires me to be a better parent. And the kids dig it too, so
that’s a major plus.

Get the
ery Thursday
y..
Delivered Eve

2

Ways to
o Subscribe!
1. Receive the Beverly
B
Press

i h your LLos A
l Times subscription.
with
Angeles
htttps://www.latimes.com/subscriptions/la
and-subscribe-print-parrttner/inde
ex
x.html

Now
$75
mail subscription fo
or $120 per year.
2. Or sign up fo
or an annual

This photograph in the June 12, 1980, issue of the Park Labrea
News showed the Spruce Goose – the largest wooden airplane ever
built – accompanied by a story about the famous plane possibly being
displayed in the Pan Pacific Auditorium. The H-4 Hercules Flying
Boat, or Spruce Goose as it was more popularly known, was built by
20th century business magnate, filmmaker and aviation expert
Howard Hughes. The plane made only one flight during a test in 1947,
sailing above the water with Hughes at the controls for one minute at
an altitude of 70 feet, according to the Evergreen Aviation and Space
Museum in McMinnville, Oregon, the aircraft’s current home. With a
shift in aviation to jet propulsion in the late 1940s, the Spruce Goose
was quickly deemed to be obsolete. However, Hughes kept it in a climate controlled private hanger, out of public view for 33 years, until
his death in 1976. Hughes’ estate gifted the plane to the Aero Club of
Southern California, which displayed it in a hangar in Long Beach
from 1976-92, when it was moved to the museum in Oregon. Local
preservationists in Los Angeles had hoped to rehabilitate the Pan
Pacific Auditorium – a once iconic venue on Beverly Boulevard that
closed in 1972 and eventually burned down in 1989 – and proposed
the idea of moving the Spruce Goose to the site as a main attraction.
That plan never got off the ground, according to the article.
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Two
wo Georgia men charged BHUSD elementary students to
in Melrroose arreea murder begin in-person classes next week
n Robbery cited as possible motive

BY
Y EDWIN
D
FOLVEN

Police have arrested two men for
allegedly murdering a male victim
on Feb. 26 in a residential neighborhood south of the Melrose Avenue
shopping district.
Police said they linked the two
suspects, who allegedly knew the
victim, to the crime through undisclosed evidence and worked with
Task Force to
the FBI’s Fugitive Ta
locate and arrest them. The suspects

were identified as Robert Aikens,
22, of Stone Mountain, Georgia,
and Shidreyius McClinton, 20, a
resident of Atlanta. The body of the
victim, Nazeer Ejua Defares, 24, of
Decatur, Georgia, was found by citizens at approximately 6:40 p.m.
near the corner of Gardner Street
Avenue. Capt.
and Rosewood Av
Shannon Paulson, of the LAPD’s
Wilshire Division, attended a virtual
Wi

See Crimes page 26

photo courtesy of Peter Nichols

Arrests have been made in an alleged murder and robbery last week.

n District, union sign

off on plan

BY CAMERON KISZLA
With the Beverly Hills Unified
School District planning to
resume in-person elementary
school classes next week, the district and the Beverly Hills
Education Association, the teachers union, finalized their agreement on a return to in-person
classes.
The district had planned to
return students in transitional
kindergarten through second
grade on March 4 and students in
third through fifth grade on March
8. Last month, however, the
BHEA filed an unfair practice
charge
with
the
Public
Employment Relations Board.
The legal action points out that in
December, the union and district
“agreed that grades TK-2 would
not move to in-person instruction
until Los Angeles County
COVID-19 adjusted case rates

photo by Justin Sayers

BHUSD elementary school students, including those at Hawthorne
Elementary School, will return to in-person classes soon.

were below 10,” BHEA
Certificated President Alana
Castanon said in an email.
“The parties also negotiated
protective procedures that –
assuming the adjusted case rates

were below 10 – would help keep
students and staffff safe,” Castanon
added.
As of Feb. 24 – the date the
See Schools page 25

Bottini, women’s and LGBT advocate, dies at 94 Sunset Strip restaurant
sues WeHo,, L.A. Countyy

n WeHo leaders pay

tribute to prominent
former resident

n Health department

BY
Y JUS
USTIN SAYERS
Ivy Bottini, a longtime We
West
Hollywood resident and artist who
spent more than five decades fighting for lesbian and women’s rights,
died on Feb. 25. She was 94.
Her death was announced by
members of the Wes
West Hollywood
City Council, including Mayor
Lindsey Horvath, who ordered the
city’s flags to be flown at half-staffff
starting on Monday,, March 1 – also
the first day of Wo
Women’ss History
Month.
Weest
“Luckily, Ivy called [W
Hollywood] home for decades,”
Twitter. “W
Wee are
Horvath wrote on Tw
grateful for her imprint on our city
and the fight for full equality for
women and LGBTQIA community.
I’m incredibly lucky to have had a
personal relationship [with] an icon
who blazed trails for generations to
come. Her artwork hangs in my
home, her voice shows up in my
thoughts, her spirit will always be
in my heart. … May she rest in
power.”
Bottini was born in New Yo
York

forced cloosure

BY JJU
UST
STIN
IN SAYE
YERS
RS
The ownerrs of a Sunset Strip
restaurant aree suing the city of
West Hollyw
Wes
wood and the Los
Angeles Deppartment of Public
Health, alleeging the entities
incorrectly laabeled their outdoor
patio as inddoor, forcing the

restaurant to close.
The refurbished Classic Cat
restaurant now might be closed
for good after city and county
inspectors issued a citation to the
restaurant last month, ordering
the restaurant to shut its doors by
March 5, according to co-owner
Donn Berdahl.
The restaurant was originally
See Restaurant page 25

photo by Jon Viscott/courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

Ivy Bottini, one of the founders of the National Organization for Women
in New York City, died at 94.

City and discovered a passion for
graphic design and artistry while
attending the Pratt Institute School
of Art. She worked as a graphic
designer and illustrator, including
16 years for Newsday, a position
she held until her move to
California in the early 1970s.
She married her husband,
Edward Bottini, in 1952. They had
two daughters, Laura and Lisa. She
stayed with her husband for 16

years, despite knowing early on in
her life that she was attracted to
women.
“The week before our wedding, I
suddenly couldn’t swallow. It was
like somebody had me by throat,”
Bottini said in an interview with the
Lavender Effffect, an organization
that advances the future of
LGTBQ+ heritage and culture,
See Advocate page 26

photo courtesy of Classic Cat

The owners of the Classic Cat restaurant claim the retractable roof
makes the dining area an outdoor patio.
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AJU searching for partner to share Bel Air campus

image courtesy of David Roston

“NoiseFilter” uses animation and scientific knowledge to educate the
public about COVID-19.

BHHS alumnus teaches vaccine
safety using animations

At the beginning of the pandemic, an infectious disease physician
and community health specialist,
Dr. MarkAlain Dery and Dr. Eric
Griggs, sought to combat misinformation about COVID-19 through a
daily podcast and livestream. Now,
their “NoiseFilter” show is coming
to life as a fascinating animated
series. The first episode is now
available for viewing on YouTube
a
t
youtube.com/watch?v=VQiESFpq
65g.
Dery and Griggs’ federally funded “NoiseFilter” podcast and live
show analyzes data, dispels myths
and shares expert knowledge about
COVID-19. The two public health
advocates have been championing
health initiatives in New Orleans
for more than four years together,
and their talk show broadcasts on
Pacifica Network with over 200
affiliate radio stations, as well as
102.3 FM WHIV-LP, a human
rights community radio station
founded by Dery.
In Episode 1, Dery and Griggs
journey through the human body to
explain how mRNA vaccines stimulate the immune system to fight
COVID-19. In the forthcoming
episode set to be released next
month, Dery and Griggs explore
COVID-19 variants through fairy
tale analogies. The compelling
imagery and entertaining storytelling turn complex scientific matters into digestible lessons intended
for viewers without a background
in infectious disease.
“Using animation to explain
immunizations seemed like the per-

fect direction for me and Doc
Griggs,” Dery said. “We have a
long history of using humor and
stories to explain dense medical
concepts. Whimsical animations
rooted in scientific data is the next
step in our mission to reduce vaccine hesitancy.”
At the end of 2020, Dery and
Griggs began working with
Gigantic Fantastic, an educational
production company, to begin conceptualizing the videos. In January,
they teamed up with FableVision
Studios, a multi-media production
company specializing in positive
storytelling and interactive technologies, for support with design, in
scriptwriting, designing storyboards and full animation production.
The show is produced by David
Roston, a Miracle Mile resident and
alumnus of Beverly Hills High
School.
“We are trying to push this video
to as many people as possible,”
Roston said. “This is a crucial time
to educate high schoolers and college-level students about vaccines,
and this video series is a fun and
informative way to do so.”
Griggs also emphasized another
aim of the videos, the need for more
diversity in medicine.
“Hopefully these videos spark
the interest of students of color to
explore STEM when they see a
black doctor on screen,” he said.
“The impact of these videos can be
tremendous – not only in promoting
vaccinations, but also empowering
younger generations to study medicine and public health.”

Oscars show moved

From page 16

Academy’s Board of Governors
voted on branch-specific guidelines
to be applied in determining this
year’s new membership invitees.
Oscar winners and nominees will
be considered without limitation by
applicable branches.
“As we look to the future growth
and goals of the Academy, we need
to scale appropriately so we can
continue to give the personal service our members have come to
expect and appreciate,” Academy
CEO Dawn Hudson said. “We
remain focused on cultivating a
membership body that reflects our
diverse film community and the
world around us.”
The Academy has expanded its
class size over the last several years,
exceeding its goal to double the
number of women and underrepresented ethnic/racial communities by
2020. Membership selection decisions will continue to be based on
professional qualifications, with

photo courtesy of the
Academy of
Motion
Pictures Arts
and Sciences

representation, inclusion and equity
remaining a priority. The Academy
is committed to advancing its
Aperture 2025 initiative, furthering
goals to increase equity and inclusion in the stories told through film,
elevate different voices within
Academy leadership and provide
opportunities to amplify these voices across multiple sectors in the
industry.
For information, visit oscars.org.

American Jewish University
announced on May 26 that it has
engaged Huron Consulting Group
in its exploratory process for a
strategic partner at its Sunny &
Isadore Familian Campus in the Bel
Air neighborhood of Los Angeles.
Through an intentional process
developed in collaboration with
Huron, AJU will consider a wide
range of potential partners and
models in which currently underutilized segments of the campus will
be shared with a strategic partner
that aligns with AJU in mission and
values.
Widely recognized for its deep
expertise in higher education,
Huron works with institutions to
proactively think about strategic
alliances and helps leaders assess
strategic options, develop action

Restaurant News

From page 13

Atwood. The panel will take place
via Zoom at 6 p.m. Registration is
available now. The Food Bowl
Patio Series begins June 11 to kick
off Pride Week with signature cocktails. Food Bowl will present a
series of patio pop-ups sponsored
by Perrier. Additional activations
will take place throughout June and
July at restaurant and bar locations
citywide, including Saikai Ramen,
Nativo, Perle and more. Go to
lafoodbowl.com.

Celebrate Father’s
Day at Ocean Prime

plans and execute mergers, acquisitions and other alliances.
A wide range of institutions will
be considered as part of the process,
including universities, schools and
nonprofit organizations. The parcel
of land – located at 15600
Mulholland Drive – is in the heart
of Los Angeles near other higher
education institutions, including the
University of California, Los
Angeles. The review will not
include the Brandeis-Bardin
Campus in Simi Valley, home of the
renowned Brandeis Collegiate
Institute and the much-loved Camp
Alonim.
“Since its founding, American
Jewish University has continuously
evolved to meet the needs of the
Jewish community. In that tradition, we have made a range of

in Beverly Hills

T

ake dad out for a special dinein only brunch on Father’s
Day, Sunday, June 20, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Start with Ocean
Prime’s most popular cocktails
Berries & Bubbles, Blood Orange
Mimosa or Prime Manhattan to
enjoy with lobster toast topped
with a sunny-side egg, avocado
and sweet peas. Other menu items
include a blackened salmon salad,
French toast, crab and eggs, or
braised short rib surf and turf.
Ocean Prime is also offering a
dine-in or carryout dinner menu
from 3 to 8 p.m. Bring home
Ocean Prime’s Manhattan or
Berries & Bubbles cocktail kits for
two with truffle popcorn to cele-

strategic decisions this year to
effectively position our institution
for the future,” AJU President Dr.
Jeffrey Herbst said. “As we continue our work to advance Jewish wisdom and elevate Jewish living, we
are exploring whether we could
better allocate resources to serve
our mission and growing digital
capabilities. We are grateful to
Huron for lending their expertise in
our search for a strategic partner
that aligns with our educational
mission and will enhance the
vibrancy of AJU’s Familian
Campus.”
Institutions interested in learning
more about this opportunity can
contact Adrian Breitfeld, vice president for finance and administration, at adrian.breitfeld@aju.edu.
For information, visit aju.edu.

brate at home for $45. oceanprime.com. 9595 Wilshire Blvd.,
(310)859-4818.

Malibu Country Mart
Picnic Concierge

S

top at John’s Garden at Malibu
Country Mart and pick up to-go
picnic bundles offering any two
sandwiches or salads, two John's
Garden lemonades, two 2-ounce
bags of Kettle chips and an exclusive Malibu Country Mart tote to
carry all the goods for $37. There
are no substitutions, limit one bag
per party per day, limited quantities
available. John's Garden is open
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday and on Saturday and
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 3835
Cross Creek Road, (310)456-8377.
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BHUSD leaders push back on state math plan

In a June 1 letter addressed to
Gov. Gavin Newsom, the
California Board of Education and
other statewide leaders, the Beverly
Hills Unified School District
administration and Board of
Education urged changes to the
state’s proposed mathematics
framework.
“[On May 24], the BHUSD
Cabinet held a meeting in which we
examined and discussed the proposed draft mathematics framework from the California
Department of Education,” the letter read. “We acknowledge the draft
mathematics
framework
is
designed to provide local districts
guidelines and selected researchbased approaches for implementing
instruction to ensure optimal benefits for all students. Theoretically,
schools should be prepared to meet
all levels of learning and never to
the detriment of any other student.
We do not, however, believe that
this Framework in its current form
ensures optimal benefits for all students, specifically middle school
students. Accordingly, it is important that we urge the California
Department of Education to confirm that all facets of this framework ultimately remain in local
control to allow students to accelerate in their learning when multiple
measures of data are used to ensure
they are conceptually and developmentally ready.”
The letter added that the board of
education on May 25 voted to
oppose the framework and draft the
letter.
“Please understand that the board
is not opposing the framework in its
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Students at Beverly Vista Middle School would be most impacted by the
proposed changes to the math framework, according to BHUSD officials.

entirety, but urges the California
Department of Education to reconsider the limited options it provides
to our middle and subsequently,
high school students,” the letter
read. “In BHUSD, we have worked
hard over the past three years to
develop new middle school mathematics pathways with open access
opportunities for our students in the
middle school classroom setting.
We firmly believe in this work and
have ample data exemplifying student performance and growth
through these pathways which
allow students access to algebra
and even geometry as early as seventh grade.”
The state’s proposed changes
would “be limiting our algebra and
geometry course opportunities to be
taught only in our high school, not
middle school.”
“Consequently, we ask that the
California
Department
of

Education reconsider the proposed
framework denying access to algebra and geometry to middle school
students who are appropriately
assessed and equipped to succeed
in our rigorous instructional offerings in the middle school environment,” the letter read. “BHUSD can
provide three years of longitudinal
data to evidence both the academic
capacity and readiness our students
demonstrate prior to placement in
these courses.”
“We urge you to listen to your
stakeholders from students, parents,
school [and] district administration,
and elected officials,” the letter
concluded.
“We hope that you will encourage the California Department of
Education to examine the impact on
middle school pathways due to
eliminating access to algebra and
geometry for our most accelerated
learners.”

The Ford announces summer season

Los Angeles Philharmonic
Association announced details of
the 2021 summer season at the
Ford, marking the return to live inperson performances at the historic
venue. From July 30 through Oct.
31, the upcoming season is the
venue’s first under the stewardship
of the Los Angeles Philharmonic
Association. Programs throughout
the season will welcome back to
the Ford many artists long associated with the venue, while introducing an exciting new array of
multicultural and multidisciplinary
talent, including music legends and
local acts.
Performers
include
the
Improvised
Shakespeare
Company, Father John Misty with
the Los Angeles Philharmonic,
Rodrigo y Gabriela, Cécile
McLorin Salvant and Patti Smith.
“It is so thrilling to finally get to
announce our first concerts and
events at the Ford after this past
year,” said Cynthia Fuentes, director of the Ford. “We wanted this
season to be a celebration bringing
together the communities that
make Los Angeles unlike any other
city. Our season features many
artists with long histories at the
Ford, emerging new artists and
musical legends. Taken together,
we hope this season honors the
Ford’s tradition of inclusion and
community-centered programming
while offering some new ideas,
bringing even more people in to
enjoy this historic venue.”
Established in 1920 and recently
improved and enhanced through an
$80 million renovation project, this
will be the first season in which the

Los
Angeles
Philharmonic
Association operates and programs
the Ford under the terms of an
agreement finalized with the
County of Los Angeles in 2019.
The association also operates and
programs the renowned Walt
Disney Concert Hall, the Ford’s
sister venue the Hollywood Bowl,
and the Judith and Thomas L.
Beckmen YOLA Center opening
in August 2021.

“It is so thrilling to finally
get to announce our first
concerts and events at
the Ford.”
Cynthia Fuentes,
director of the Ford

“The Ford’s 2021 summer season is making a dramatic entrance,
not only making a comeback from
COVID-19 but also kicking off its
first season programmed in partnership with the organizational
resources and artistic expertise of
the LA Phil,” said Supervisor
Sheila Kuehl, 3rd District. “I’m
really excited about these diverse
performances, featuring L.A.’s
own spectacular homegrown talent
in tandem with renowned performers from around the country and
around the world.”
The season will begin with two
weeks of free performances for the
public with music ranging from
pop to classical, and improvisational theater to taiko drumming.
The Ford’s centennial season,
will be celebrated in 2022.
For
information,
visit
theford.com.
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Contest winners envision housing of the future
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
on May 17 announced the winners
of “Low-Rise: Housing Ideas for
Los Angeles,” an international
design challenge for new options to
increase the city’s housing stock in
areas zoned for single-family
homes and low-rise apartments.
The 12 winning entries were
selected by a jury of architects and
experts in urban planning and
affordable housing from 380 submissions. Each of the top designs
will receive a cash award, with the
four first-place winners receiving
$10,000, second-place winners
receiving $3,500 and third-place
winners getting $1,500.
“Angelenos want a more livable
city with more affordable housing,
more opportunity and more acces-

sible transportation options, no
matter where they live,” Garcetti
said. “This challenge was designed
to inspire creative ideas that might
reimagine the future of housing in
Los Angeles, and the results
brought forward an extraordinary
range of solutions to build affordable homes that are closer to jobs
and transit.”
Together, the designs offer a
compelling, achievable vision for
how Los Angeles can add more
housing in single-family and lowrise neighborhoods — areas that
make up more than 80% of residential land in the city, the mayor said.
The entries also offer new paths to
homeownership, protect against
displacement and take measurable
steps to reverse the damaging envi-
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A rendering from the project concept “Green Alley Housing” envisions living spaces built around passageways with landscaping and green features.

ronmental impact of sprawl.
The winning ideas included
building new duplexes lining a network of revitalized green alleys in
Northeast Los Angeles, reintroducing corner stores to residential
neighborhoods where they were
once a common sight to build community cohesion, support local
merchants and reduce car use.
Other ideas included designing
apartments so they can be easily
reconfigured as families grow and
shrink over time, supporting multigenerational households while easing overcrowding.
“For too long, the discussion in
Los Angeles about the future of single-family and other low-rise
neighborhoods has been reactive to
proposals from outside L.A. rather
than being specific and organic to
our own neighborhoods,” said
Christopher Hawthorne, chief
design officer for the city of Los
Angeles, who organized the LowRise initiative with colleagues in
the mayor’s office. “Low-Rise
offers a way to reorient that discussion so that it reflects the aspirations of Angelenos – and looks
back to L.A.’s rich history of innovation in residential architecture at
precisely this scale.”
Of the designs to win cash
awards, six were submitted by
teams based in Los Angeles, with a
seventh from Orange County. The
remaining winning teams include
two from New York City, two from
the United Kingdom and one from
Austin, Texas. Another 23 entries
received Honorable Mentions.
To view the winning entries visit
lowrise.la.

photo courtesy of Natural History Museums of Los Angeles County

A virtual exhibition on Barbara Carrasco’s landmark mural “L.A.
History: A Mexican Perspective” is presented by the Natural History
Museum of Los Angeles County. It will open permanently at the
museum in 2023.

Museum highlights important
mural showcasing L.A. history

The Natural History Museums
of Los Angeles County has
launched a virtual interactive
exhibition
about
Barbara
Carrasco’s landmark mural “L.A.
History: A Mexican Perspective.”
The digital exhibition is available in English and Spanish and
offers a sneak peek at the expansive mural, which will be
installed in the new Judith
Perlstein Welcome Center in
NHM Commons, slated to open
in 2023.
“L.A. History: A Mexican
Perspective” portrays Los
Angeles’ history through a series
of vignettes woven into the flowing hair of la Reina de Los
Ángeles (the queen of Los
Angeles). The mural was cen-

sored by the former Los Angeles
Community
Redevelopment
Agency, which originally commissioned Carrasco to create the
mural for the city’s 1981 bicentennial. The CRA halted the project when the artist refused to
remove 14 vignettes that the
agency deemed too controversial.
NHMLAC announced the
acquisition of the mural from the
artist in 2020, with the support of
a grant from the Vera R.
Campbell Foundation. The
mounting and presentation of the
mural is supported by Nancy and
John Edwards.
To view the exhibit, visit
nhm.org/mural-remembers-losangeles.

Grant expands program on contemporary piano music Design firm announces new leader
in building measurement services
Piano Spheres has received a
$20,000 grant from the National
Endowment for the Arts Grants to
support “The Keys,” a three-part
video series to broaden audience
awareness and appreciation of contemporary American piano music.
The series explores music as

exemplified by Piano Spheres, a
27-year-old nonprofit dedicated to
presenting and commissioning new
concert music for piano in Los
Angeles. Each 30-minute episode
will explore a different facet of
contemporary piano practice
including extended piano tech-

CSW and Big Sunday partner
for June donation drives
Christopher
Street
West
Association, a nonprofit that produces the annual LA Pride celebration, has announced registration
details for people wishing to participate in the month-long Pride
Makes a Difference philanthropy
campaign in partnership with Big
Sunday.
People can register to drop off
goods throughout June by visiting
lapride.org. Donations benefit
local and national nonprofit organizations working with members
of underserved communities.
Organizations receiving support
include the Hollywood Food
Coalition, the Trevor Project,
Aviva Family and Children’s
Services and the Black AIDS
Institute.
LA Pride’s Pride Makes a
Difference campaign will highlight different needs weekly.
Through June 5, the focus will
be on health and wellness, sponsored by Cedars-Sinai with support from Barefoot, Orangetheory
Fitness, Lord Jones and AIDS
Healthcare Foundation. From June

6-12, the focus will be on combating food insecurity. The effort is
sponsored
by
Pavilions,
Albertsons
and
Vons,
Bella+Canvas,
U.S.
Bank,
WarnerMedia and HBO Max.
Housing insecurity will be the
focus from June 13-19. That part
of the program is sponsored by TMobile with support from
Nordstrom, Tinder, UPS and Citi.
From June 20-30, the focus will be
on protecting the environment presented by T-Mobile, with support
from Toyota, Target and Kim
Crawford.
Supporters can donate items digitally by visiting an online registry
created for toiletry kits and food
items that are most in need by the
organizations.. People can also
drop off goods at locations
throughout Los Angeles, including
Orangetheory Fitness studio locations, as well as Big Sunday, 6111
Melrose Ave.
For information and to learn
about volunteer opportunities, visit
lapride.org/pridemakesadifference
and bigsunday.org.

niques, piano and electronics, and
diversity and the contemporary
pianist. Piano Spheres’ project is
among 1,100 selected for a grant.
“NEA is providing us a wonderful opportunity to pursue a project
that has been on our wavelength
for some time,” said Heidi
Lesemann, executive director of
Piano Spheres. “As we’ve
explored online concert broadcasts during the pandemic, we’ve
discovered a medium that has
such potential for exciting an
audience [with] new art and the
creators and performers behind
the music. The foundation is an
additional partner in this project
and we are very grateful to the
support from NEA and Media, the
foundation which enables us to
dive into this video series.”
“As the country and the arts sector begin to imagine returning to a
post-pandemic
world,
the
National Endowment for the Arts
is proud to announce funding that
will help arts organizations such
as Piano Spheres reengage fully
with partners and audiences,”
NEA Acting Chairman Ann Eilers
added. “Although the arts have
sustained many during the pandemic, the chance to gather with
one another and share arts experiences is its own necessity and
pleasure.”
Piano Spheres supports and
encourages the composition and
performance of major new works
for the piano. It also expands the
piano repertoire by commissioning new works. For information
on the projects included in the
Arts Endowment grant announcement, visit arts.gov/news.

Ware Malcomb, an international
design firm with offices on
Wilshire
Boulevard,
has
announced that Kim Von Der AheArial has been promoted to director of building measurement services. She will be responsible for
the national growth of Ware
Malcomb’s building measurement
services throughout the company’s
projects.
Since joining the firm in 2018,
Arial has focused on expanding its
building measurement services
throughout North America. Ware
Malcomb’s building measurement
team creates floor plans and provides 3D scanning services for
commercial, industrial, health
care, retail and residential properties. Arial has secured numerous
regional and national clients to
expand the services into new markets.
“Kim has incredible dedication
and is highly admired by her team,
Ware Malcomb peers and industry
partners,” said Radwan Madani,
vice president of operations for
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Kim Von Der Ahe-Arial

Ware Malcomb. “Her tenacity and
commitment to client service has
enabled her to secure key clients in
several of our company’s regions.”
Ware Malcomb is a full service
design firm providing professional
architecture, planning, interior
design, civil engineering, branding
and building measurement services. For information, visit waremalcomb.com.

Join PATH’s virtual home tour benefit

The fourth annual “Making It
Home” tour benefiting People
Assisting the Homeless will be held
on Saturday, June 5, from 3 to 4 p.m.
The virtual, guided journey takes
viewers through the homes of PATH
supporters and tenants throughout
California. The online event will
include personal interviews and per-

spectives on the question, “what
does home mean to you?”
Ticket purchasers will receive a
link to the virtual event in advance.
Viewers will also have access to
interactive do-it-yourself home,
decor and design workshops.
Tickets start at $50. For information
and tickets, visit pathhometour.org.
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One BH project to face approval next week

From page 1

The other four council members,
however, pointed out that the development agreement includes a guaranteed $100 million for the city in
addition to increased hotel tax payments, fees from the sale of condominium units and other benefits that
are expected to total at least $1.7
billion and could reach nearly $3
billion.
“The $1.7 billion will be able to
afford us as much affordable housing as we want, which is significant,” Vice Mayor Lili Bosse said.
“I honestly think this is a deal
that affords the city enormous
financial benefit and a benefit that
will accrue in the years and decades
to come,” Councilman Julian Gold
added.
The other council members
expressed their support for affordable housing and reiterated that the
payment of money, instead of dedicated affordable units, allows them
flexibility in finding the best sites
and most effective methods of constructing affordable housing.
“Affordable housing is necessary, and it must be funded and built
in a smart and planned manner,”
Councilman Lester Friedman said.
During the meetings, the council
also addressed several outstanding
issues related to the project, including the letter sent by an attorney for
the project’s head, Beny Alagem,
that called the written public comment by Beverly Hills residents
Andrea and Rick Grossman
“defamation.”
Alagem addressed the council to
offer his “sincere apologies” to the
Grossmans.
“Over the weekend, I learned of a
personal attack against me that contained statements that were just not
true,” Alagem said. “It provoked a
reaction, and I feel bad about all
that happened … I take responsibility.”
Mirisch, who took umbrage at
the attorney’s letter last week, said

it was “very noble” for Alagem to
take responsibility.
“It’s important that all of our residents can comment on whatever
they want and communicate their
feelings to the council,” Mirisch
said.
Another issue that raised some
consternation among the council
members – the pedestrian entrance
to the public portion of the gardens
from Santa Monica Boulevard –
also appears to have been remedied. The development team presented a revised rendering showing
a spiral ramp entrance to the gardens, with an elevator running up
the center of the spiral.
The council members seemed
pleased with this plan, which
allows park visitors to enter without
going indoors.
“I think this presents a more open
way for the community to get up to
the public gardens and the public
area
from
Santa
Monica
Boulevard,”
Mayor
Robert
Wunderlich said.
The council also approved a plan
to allow for an amenity access program for the private areas of the
gardens, which are limited to residents of the condominium units and
hotel guests. Four council members
agreed that the program should be
allowed with a maximum of 250
members, at least initially. Mirisch,
however, was opposed.
“I feel it is exclusionary … I feel
it is elitist, as well,” he said.
Mirisch was also opposed to a
plan for some condominiums to be
sold in shares – most likely in onetwelfth portions – and for the owners to split their time at One Beverly
Hills. Mirisch called the plan “timeshares” by another name and said
the plan “has no place in our city,
period.”
“I would much prefer to see,
instead of the timeshares there, a
hotel. That’s what it should be,”
Mirisch said.

Wunderlich joined Mirisch in
opposing the fractional ownership
plan, but with the other three council members in favor, the plan
moved forward, pending more
details to be provided to the council
for final approval.
“I see it as people putting their
foot in the water, as to being in our
community … I think it would be
an asset,” Friedman said.
Though there was support, the
council members made clear that
they wanted additional information before giving the idea full
authorization. Gold said they
needed “a much more detailed
plan” before final approval would
be awarded.
“Failing that [final approval, the
units] would revert to either fullownership condos or hotel rooms,”
Gold said.
The council also came to an
agreement on ideas for a pair of
streets that abut the project site:
Santa Monica Boulevard and Merv
Griffin Way.
For Santa Monica Boulevard, the
council supported the construction
of a protected bicycle lane, though
Community Development Director
Ryan Gohlich said the “design
details” will come back to the council for consideration once the city’s
Department of Public Works is
ready.
The configuration of Merv
Griffin Way, which travels underneath the project’s podium, will also
be considered, though the width
will remain unchanged so that the
development team can move forward without having to account for
a widened or narrowed street.
Per Wunderlich’s proposal, a traffic study will be conducted to see if
the current configuration can be
enhanced.
“I would ask that we put in some
more effort to see if [the Merv
Griffin Way configuration] could be
improved upon,” Wunderlich said.

Vault owners claim property was unjustly seized

From page 3

class action lawsuit, said they aren’t
optimistic that it will be an easy
process. They already filed a claim
and said the FBI has told them that
their property may be returned in a
couple of weeks, but offered no
specifics.
Paul Snitko said the items in his
safety deposit box were not of particular monetary value, but some
items are family heirlooms that are
irreplaceable. They include a watch
given to his father after he retired
from a career with the railroad, as
well as a watch given to him by an
employer for 15 years of service.
Jennifer Snitko had jewelry and
items passed down from family in

the box. Other property included
backup computer hard drives with
important family information, they
said.
“The total value was under a
thousand bucks, or even less on
eBay,” Paul Snitko said. “We didn’t
have a million in cash, but what we
did have had sentimental value.”
Jennifer Snitko said aside from
wanting their property back, the couple believes legal action is needed to
hold the government accountable.
“To be honest, this isn’t right,”
she added. “You just want to get
your stuff back and go away. But if
people don’t stand up for what’s
right in this world, what’s next? It

goes beyond you and getting your
stuff back. We want to make sure it
doesn’t happen to other people.”
Frommer said future court dates
are pending, but the goal is to get
injunctive relief in court so owners
can have their property back as
soon as possible. Aside from the
Snitkos, Frommer said Ruiz had
approximately $57,000 from a settlement, and Gothier had a small
amount of silver and personal
belongings.
“Hundreds of people did nothing
wrong and now their property has
been taken,” Frommer added. “We
think the government should
answer for that.”

Ridley-Thomas honored by USGBC-LA

The U.S. Green Building-Los
Angeles Chapter’s Civic Awards
were presented at the 20th Annual
Municipal Green Building
Conference and Expo on May 21.
The Civic Awards include both
the Municipal Building Awards,
recognizing exceptional efforts in
sustainable buildings within city
or county government, and
Special Awards presented to top
state and local officials or civic
entities for their work on impactful policy.
This year’s two-day MGBCE

on May 21-22, embraced the
theme “The Time is Now,” a
recognition that actions to combat
climate change, while strengthening adaptive capacity, must be
immediate, must be accelerated
and must be intersectional.
The event featured 21 sessions
and workshops, six keynote
addresses, a Power Panel of C40
mayors, a green jobs fair, youthfocused programming and a LA100
Fireside Chat to close Friday, and a
surprise musical performance by
AY Young – who powers his con-

certs with 100% renewable energy
– to close Saturday. The event welcomed over 60 businesses and community groups as exhibitors, several
of which offered their own programming.
Los Angeles Councilman Mark
Ridley-Thomas, 10th District,
was presented the Elected Official
of the Year Award for his ongoing
leadership on equity, environmental justice and a career of public
service.
For
information,
visit
mgbce.online and usgbc-la.org.
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Merv Griffin Way bisects the One Beverly Hills site, traveling beneath the
project’s podium.

Sheriff’s department billing
practices under scrutiny

From page 1

“burn” contracted patrol minutes.
“That’s straight-up fraud. It’s
so rampant that it became the
norm … At the end of the day, we
know it’s stealing, and I’m not a
thief,” the deputy told the Los
Angeles Times.
After the article was published,
West Hollywood released a statement regarding the “serious”
allegations and announced plans
to discuss the matter during the
June 7 City Council meeting. In
the statement, the city detailed its
current process for ensuring the
LASD appropriately bills the
city.
“The city of West Hollywood
has a regular monthly internal
review process for its public safety billing in coordination with its
local station’s leadership,” the
statement read. “This review
process ensures checks and balances and serves to monitor how
the city is billed for sheriff’s personnel time.”
The statement added that, in
light of the allegations from
Compton and the anonymous

deputy in the Los Angeles Times,
the city was hoping for help from
the county.
“The city of West Hollywood
looks to the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors and to
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl for a full
and transparent process regarding billing discrepancies and
misappropriations alleged in the
claim for damages,” the statement read.
The June 7 meeting might further that end, as the council will
consider “adopting a resolution
calling on the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors
and the inspector general to
work with the California
Contract Cities Association to
audit the billing with Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department for all contract
cities,” the statement read.
The statement deferred further
comment to the LASD, which
did not return a request for comment before press time.
A spokesperson for Kuehl
declined to comment.

Brown endorses Horvath

Last month, Compton Mayor
Aja Brown endorsed West
Hollywood Mayor Lindsey
Horvath in her campaign to represent the 3rd District on the Los
Angeles County Board of
Supervisors.
“Mayor Lindsey Horvath is a
strong choice for L.A. County
Supervisor,” Brown said. “She is
the leader capable of joining a historic county Board of Supervisors
in building a more equitable, stable and just budget that encompasses all residents. Lindsey has
continually sought to support and
build coalitions for change, which
is exactly what is required now.”
“L.A. County is the most populous county in the country, with
a remarkably diverse array of
communities,” Horvath said. “We
have a real and urgent responsibility to be leaders who advance
policy that forges a more equi-

table and inclusive future for
every Angeleno. I am honored to
have the support of Mayor
Brown, whose fearless leadership
has been focused on true justice,
and I look forward to working
together to realize our shared
vision for L.A. County.”
Brown joins 29 locally elected
mayors and council members
from across the Southern
California region in endorsing
Horvath. Other endorsers include
Los Angeles Community College
District Trustee David Vela, the
California
Contract
Cities
Association PAC, Vice Mayor of
Beverly Hills Lili Bosse, Beverly
Hills City Councilmen Lester
Friedman and Julian Gold, Long
Beach Mayor Robert Garcia and
Supervisor Sheila James Kuehl,
who represents the 3rd District
but is not running for reelection
in 2022.
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WeHo project eagerly awaited by neighbors
From page 1

changes to parking, nor will there
be adjustments to the effort to preserve the Factory building, which
was once home to the popular
Studio One nightclub.
Faring recently presented its

changes to the West Hollywood
West Residents Association. The
association’s vice president, Manny
Rodriguez, said its members have
not taken a position on the proposed
changes thus far.

rendering courtesy of Faring

The Robertson Lane project was initally approved by the West
Hollywood City Council in 2018.

Rodriguez said the project is
located far enough away from the
residential neighborhoods of West
Hollywood West and the Norma
Triangle, and that the area would be
a good fit for a hotel. He also noted
that parking would remain the
same, “which is good.”
Bobbie Edrick, captain of the
Norma Triangle Neighborhood
Watch, said the neighborhood has
been looking forward to the project
since it was approved in 2018. She
feels that the development will
spruce up the neighborhood.
“We wish it would begin
already,” Edrick said, adding that
she is also pleased with the proposed changes to the project. “I
thought it was better than it was
before. …They have a lot to offer.”
Victor Omelczenko, board president for the West Hollywood
Preservation Alliance, also expressed
optimism about the project.
“The Factory’s unique modular
components are now in storage, and
the West Hollywood Preservation
Alliance looks forward to the day
that this historic building is
reassembled and adaptively reused
as part of the new Robertson Lane
project,” Omelczenko said in a
statement. “The state of California
has previously recognized the
importance of this building, and

Rob Wilcox to run for Los Angeles city controller
Rob Wilcox announced on June
2 that he is running for Los
Angeles city controller. Wilcox
has spent decades of his life in
public service fighting for government accountability in consequential city of Los Angeles and
state of California positions,
including serving as deputy city
controller and chief deputy
inspector general for Laura Chick
and director of community
engagement and outreach for L.A.
City Attorney Mike Feuer.
“I have dedicated the better part
of my career to making a difference in service to the public and
working with some of our most
effective leaders,” Wilcox said.
“Now, at this pivotal moment in
our city’s history I am ready to
seek a new role and a position
which is one of the most consequential in L.A. city government.”

“Year after year, we witness our
hard-earned tax dollars wasted on
a system that doesn’t center our
priorities or reflect our values,”
Wilcox added. “L.A. city government moves ahead with politics as
usual despite the fact that we’re
seeing over 40,000 people experiencing homelessness on our
streets on any given night. We’re
assured that our money is being
spent wisely despite the fact that
the city wastes millions of dollars
on nonstop payouts for gross
police misconduct that taxpayers
are footing the bill for.”
Wilcox said he will be ready on
day one with his experience as
deputy controller for Chick, who
has endorsed his campaign and
will be serving as co-chair.
“Rob Wilcox was my right
hand when I was city controller.
He knows how the controller can

effect major changes in the way
our government operates, rooting
out corruption and stupid spending,” Chick said. “I am thrilled for
the people of L.A. that Rob has
chosen to run. He is a gutsy truth
teller who will open up the city’s
books to the light of day and public scrutiny.”
As part of his platform, Wilcox
promises to “use every tool at my
disposal to meaningfully address
our homelessness humanitarian
crisis; offer creative solutions on
reforming our current system of
policing; actively search for and
expose City Hall corruption; combat climate change; and work
steadfastly to strengthen existing
small businesses, while cutting
through the bureaucracy to attract
new ones.”
For information, visit robforcontroller.com.

Garcetti nominates Szabo for CAO role
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
last month nominated Matt Szabo
as L.A.’s next city administrative
officer. Current CAO Rich
Llewellyn will retire this summer
after 20 years of service to the city.
Szabo has spent over two
decades serving the city of Los
Angeles in several roles, including
as deputy chief of staff to both
Garcetti and former Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa. He has negotiated
dozens of city labor agreements on
Garcetti’s behalf and served as his
top budget adviser since 2015.
If confirmed by the City Council,
Szabo will step into the CAO role at
a critical moment, as the city prepares to allocate and spend billions
in new funding to house homeless
Angelenos at an unprecedented
pace and recover from the economic devastation caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“This is an historic moment for
Los Angeles, and we need a chief

administrator who’s not just experienced, but battle-tested – and who
has the background, focus and
skills to help reimagine a more
prosperous, resilient and just city
for everyone,” Garcetti said. “Matt
Szabo knows city government from
top to bottom, and he understands
how to steer us through our most
challenging and complicated economic circumstances. There is simply no one better suited for this job
right now than Matt.”
The CAO reports to both the
mayor and the City Council and
serves as the city’s budget officer
and day-to-day fiscal steward. This
is the official responsible for negotiating labor agreements on the
city’s behalf, ensuring tax dollars
are being used wisely and efficiently, solving budgeting issues that
arise throughout the year, and navigating complex city bureaucracy to
get funding for things like homeless
housing and financial assistance out

the door quickly and into our communities. The CAO also oversees
the city homelessness coordinator.
Szabo’s experience extends from
his role in helping to keep the city
afloat during the 2008 financial crisis to his leadership managing the
successful recovery. He also helped
mediate a resolution to the teachers’
strike in 2018.
Llewellyn has served as CAO for
three years.
“Rich is a model public servant
and a dear friend. My term as
mayor has been better off, and our
entire city is better off, because of
the man and the leader he is,”
Garcetti said. “Rich’s time working
for the city may be drawing to a
close, but I know that his legacy
will live on, and I hope every city
employee aspires to do this work
with his same degree of compassion and commitment. I wish Rich
the best in the next chapter of his
life.”

we’re eager to see it designated as a
local West Hollywood cultural
resource in the future.”
Jennifer
Alkire,
West
Hollywood’s current and historic
preservation manager, said the project changes were introduced at the
beginning of the year, and that the
West Hollywood City Council will
hear an update on the project at its
June 7 meeting. She said the council is scheduled to vote on the alter-

ations later this year. City staff have
not made a recommendation on the
proposed changes.
“We’re doing our analysis, and
we’ll come back with a recommendation later in the year,” Alkire said.
Some work is already underway
at the site. Alkire confirmed the
Factory building has already been
dismantled and is ready to be repositioned once the development is
constructed.

Mail carrier saves man from
drowning in Beverly Grove

From page 1

breathing, from the water.
“It was terrifying. I couldn’t pull
him out of the pool by myself,”
Marsha Lewin Latiner said.
Manea stayed on the phone with
Los Angeles Fire Department dispatchers, and once the victim was
pulled onto the pool deck, relayed
information about performing CPR.
Ken Wagers, who had never performed CPR before, got Latiner’s
pulse restarted. Paramedics arrived
within seven minutes and rushed
the victim to Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center. Ten days later, Forrest
Latiner is recovering in a rehabilitation facility and is expected to
return home soon, his wife said.
“It was his 90th birthday on
Sunday and then on Monday, it
happened,” she said. “Thank God it
wasn’t his time yet.”
Latiner, and the Wagers, believe
the hero was Manea, whose quick
thinking and action likely saved
Latiner’s life. They said he has been
an exemplary mail carrier for years,
always friendly and courteous, and
deserves an award for stepping in
when a life was hanging in the balance.
“He deserves a lot of credit. He’s
been a real hero, absolutely,”
Marsha Lewin Latiner said. “Talk
about somebody who delivers the
mail – he delivers life. Andrei heard
me and knew what to do. Thank
God for him.”
Shelley Wagers offered similar
praise for Manea.
“Our mail carrier is such a conscientious, caring and thoughtful
human being,” she said. “He is
always professional and assists the
neighbors, but then this came
along. His willingness to take
action and his quick thinking was a
pivotal point.”
Manea, 47, was modest about the
incident and downplayed references to being a hero. He said Ken
and Shelley Wagers played a role in
saving Latiner’s life, as did the
paramedics and hospital staff.
Responding and helping was second nature, something many others
would have done, he added.
Looking back, Manea added that he
is grateful to have been at the right
place at the right time.
“I’m glad I could help,” he
added. “We all did it together – his
wife, Mr. and Mrs. Wagers. When I
went home and saw my kid, and
she asked me if I felt like a hero, I
told her that my joy would not be
complete unless he made it. But
now I am happy. He is getting better and will be home soon. I did the
right thing, but I think anybody
would do the same.”
Marsha Lewin Latiner said doctors ruled out a heart attack and
stroke, but the specific cause of her
husband losing consciousness
remains unknown. She believes his
going from the warm temperatures
outdoors into the cool water may
have contributed to the accident.

photo courtesy of Marsha Lewin Latiner

Forrest Latiner’s life was saved by
mail carrier Andrei Manea and
neighbors.

LAFD
spokesman
Brian
Humphrey confirmed that firefighters took the victim to the hospital.
He also said the incident illustrates
the dangers presented by swimming pools. Humphrey said firefighters responded to eight neardrownings citywide in May, which
is average for the summer months.
Pool safety is paramount, particularly for children and people who
are elderly or disabled, he said. Of
utmost importance is supervision
and having a phone nearby to call
911 if help is needed, he added.
“When it comes down to the
water, sometimes people overestimate their abilities or get into trouble for a variety of reasons.
Anything can happen,” Humphrey
added. “There are pool alarms and
safety devices, but nothing takes
the place of watching the water.
Make sure there is always somebody there to watch the water.”
Latiner said she will definitely
take precautions so a similar situation doesn’t occur. Manea, who
lives in the Fairfax District near the
Bicentennial post office, said he
still plans to watch out for the
Latiners, Wagers and all the other
people on his route, who he referred
to as his neighbors.
“I love my job,” Manea added. “I
believe it is a very important job, a
very important part of American
life, having the mail delivered. I
love meeting people from many cultures, I love being outside and I love
this area. These people are not just
my customers, they are my neighbors. I’m happy to help them.”
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Looking for an experienced offfice assistant to join our team! The Beverly Press
and Park Labrea News are well-established wee
weekly
ekly newspapers covering
hard news for Beverly Hills, West
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and
Beverly Groove areas of Los Angeles.
Administratiive assistant duties include
letters, emaiils, filing, light bookkeeping,
mailing listss/mail merge. General assistant to the publishers. Compensation
negotiable. Email resume to
michael@beeverlypress.com
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COOPER K-9
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• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
rainer
AKC Good Citizen Tra
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latty@cooperk-9.com
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Crosswoord Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Acro
oss

Spices • Blooms
Baskets
Special Occasion Flowers
Signature Spice
Coastal Mediterranean
Blend
Fiesta Blend
Steak & Burger Blend
The Italian One
Sunday Supper
emilyjilgco.com
a lifestyle brand

1. Grumpy compan
nion
4. “X-Files” characcter
8
8. Hospital unit
11. Promising word
ds
13. Provoke
14. Notes that follo
ow do
15. Country reps
18. Agents making busts
19. Summer tops
20. ___ man
22. Beauty productts provider
23. Rumba relativee
27. Excite
31. Depleted
32. Drr.’s orders
33. Sufffix with “Boston” or “Paris”
36. HQ for the U.S. abroad
40. Colo. clock setting
41. Has ___ with
42. Cleans up, in a way
43. Beauty brand, Elizabeth ____
44. Wish-granting spirit
45. Soybean extract
48. Wonder
50. In a virtuous manner
53. Five-time All-Star second baseman
Chase ___
57. Spokesperson for Ve
Versace, for example
61. Book of the Bible
62. Desktop pictures

63. Bearded herd
64. That woman
65. Asian staple
66. Getty Museum pieces

Down
1. “How ___ this happen?”
2. Norse war god
3. Manilow song setting
4. Life basic
5. It’s the law
6. Ravel’s “Gaspard de la ___”
7. Segments of a circle
8. “It ain’t over till it’s over” speaker
p
9. Drain
10. Speak to rudely
12. Snapper's selection
13. The Pointer Sisters’ “___ Excited”
14. Badger
16. Sushi bar selections
17. When doubled, it means “quickly'”
21. Antonio Banderas, in “Interview
With the Va
Vampire”
23. '”Just the facts, __'”
24. Modern mall features
25. Convene
26. Small bit used in dentistry or surgery
28. Cookie Monster cohort
29. European city that is a musical and
artistic center
30. Mil. branch
33. “Beauty ___ the eye ...'”

34. Goes with Spumanti
35. Wall St. letters
37. Bug
38. Sires
Si
39. “Lemon” or “orange” ending
43. “____ Lang Syne”
45. Medieval light
46. Hold the floor
47. Clappers
49. Coward
50. Budding entrepreneurs, for short

51. Stretched out
52. Pool site, maybe
54. Time delay
55 B
55.
Bart’s
’ teacher
h K
Krabappel
b
l
56. FYI part
58. Gaudy scarf
59. Ta
Taylor of fashion
60. Alphabet segment

answers on page 22
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