BEVERLYPRESS.COM

INSIDE
• Protest at
Chateau
Marmont pg. 3

Sunny, with
highs in the
80s

Volume 31 No. 24

• L.A. pools
open pg. 5

Serving the Beverly Hills, West Hollywood, Hanock Park and Wilshire Communities

June 17, 2021

Raman recall splits community Art abounds in WeHo Pride celebration
n Councilwoman could face vote early next year

Los Angeles City Councilwoman
Nithya Raman, 4th District, is facing a recall effort just six months
after she took office.
Raman was served with a recall
notice on June 9. The recall effort is
backed by a group called CD4 for
CD4, and the notice was signed by
five proponents: Allison B. Cohen,
Scott A. Meyers, Michael Malone,
William Newby and Susan Collins.
The recall notice claims Raman
puts her “personal homeless ideology over constituent safety,” leading
to “chaos and lawlessness everywhere” while “wrongly insist[ing]
the city can build its way out of the
[homelessness] crisis.”
On
their
website,
recallraman.org, and in the recall
notice, the organization also criticizes Raman for overseeing an
“amateur staff” of “novice employees” who are unable to adequately
serve constituents. Raman has also
faced criticism for staff turnover,
the most recent case of which is
Communications Director Jesse
Zwick, who announced his departure on June 15, as well as for being
aligned with the Democratic

n One City One Pride

programs continue

BY CAMERON KISZLA

BY AARON BLEVINS
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Councilwoman Nithya Raman

Socialists of America, Los Angeles.
CD4 for CD4 claims the DSA-LA
wants to “destroy and eliminate
capitalism” and abolish “all prisons
and police.”
Cohen said many people were
“surprised” about the level of the
relationship between the DSA-LA
and Raman.
“The DSA-LA is anti-capitalism,
anti-police, anti-prison,” said
Cohen, who is also publisher of the
Los Feliz Ledger news website.
“It’s concerning to some people. It’s
really about, ‘Oh my god, they have
See Recall page 21

The 12th annual One City One
Pride LGBTQ Arts Festival is
ongoing in West Hollywood, and
many of the city’s free installations and exhibitions will continue
throughout the month of June –
albeit mostly online.
West
Hollywood
Arts
Coordinator Mike Che said the
festival and the art it showcases is
a response to some notions that
other Pride events are more about
partying and less about LGBTQ
history, art and culture.
“It sort of answers the critiques
of various Pride festivals around
the world,” he said.
This year’s theme for One City
One Pride is “For the Record,”
which seeks to highlight LGBTQ
stories that have been concealed in
one way or another throughout the
years. Che said the city is looking
to “elevate” previously unheard
voices.
“That’s why there’s an emphasis on history this year,” he added.
Che referenced “Secret Lives,”
an event that offers stories and
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West Hollywood has not held a traditional Pride parade since 2019.

music by LGBTQ seniors. Hosted
by NewStages, an Oasis Theater
Company program, the next
installment of the program will be
held at 7 p.m. on June 22.
“It’s a very touching experience
every year,” Che said.
He also mentioned “LGBTQ+
History in Comics,” a panel of
comic book writers who have
touched upon LGBTQ history in
their work. Che said the artists
will host readings of their material
during the event, which launched

on Tuesday.
Additionally,
the
Stuart
Timmons West Hollywood
LGBTQ History Tour will culminate with the June 30 release of a
collection of short films that
explore places of historic significance in West Hollywood.
Other ongoing or upcoming
programs include “Love Note,”
which offers an audio “expedition” of love in Plummer Park and

n Some bikers come

Department’s Street Racing Task
Force, which also addresses
street takeovers, recently arrested
six people for reckless driving
and impounded five off-road
motorcycles, one ATV, a threewheeled street legal “trike”
motorcycle and two cars. Police
said the suspects arrested all live
outside the city of Los Angeles,
and some were from Bakersfield.
The LAPD’s Street Racing

See WeHo page 22

Setting up women for showbiz success Police arrest members of
rogue motorcycle crew
n TV City, Women in

Media partner for
technical training
program

from outside of county,
police say

BY CAMERON KISZLA
A new initiative from the owners
and managers of Television City
and the nonprofit Women in Media
aims to provide a pathway to technical jobs for women in the entertainment industry.
The program, part of WIM’s
CAMARAderie Initiative, is starting with 40 women, who will be
trained to work as grips, set electricians and set constructors at three
MBS Group sites.
Irene Phan, a WIM member and
vice president with the MBS
Group, which manages Television
City, said she was inspired to create
the program to help create opportunities for women in a “male-dominated” industry.
“[Women] bring something different to this environment, and people assume we don’t want to do this
kind of work,” Phan said. “I want to
give them an opportunity to prove a
point, to prove they can do this kind
of work.”

BY EDWIN FOLVEN
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Women in Media is working to address gender disparity in the male-dominated entertainment industry.

Phan secured the assistance of
Hackman Capital Partners, which
owns Television City. Zach
Sokoloff, a vice president with
HCP primarily focused on the studio platform, said this new program
“fits very squarely” with Changing
Lenses, an initiative created by
HCP last year to “create an entertainment industry that is as diverse
and dynamic as the city in which
we live.”
“Originally, given the prominence of racial inequities surround-

A rogue group of motorcyclists
who spontaneously show up in
the Melrose District, Hollywood
and other locations on off-road
bikes and ATVs and take over
streets have a few less members.
The Los Angeles Police

See Police page 22

ing the George Floyd murder and
the subsequent protests, our focus
was initially on individuals of color
… but once you begin to peel back
the layers of inequities, you realize
it’s not just one community that’s
been excluded from an industry, but
many,” he said.
Sokoloff added that Women in
Media was already doing “impactful work” on reducing gender disparities, and Television City was

photo courtesy of the LAPD

See Program page 22

Officers arrested six people and impounded numerous off-road
bikes allegedly belonging to members of a rogue motorcycle crew.
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Join a drum circle sponsored by the city of Beverly Hills on June 21 in
celebration of Make Music Day.

Songs will fill the air during
Make Music Beverly Hills
The first annual Make Music
Beverly Hills, which includes two
free outdoor musical events and a
livestreamed concert, will debut on
Monday, June 21.
Make Music Beverly Hills is part
of Make Music Day, a global music
celebration that takes place on the
summer solstice each year and
brings people of all ages and skill
levels together to make music. The
city of Beverly Hills joins more
than 1,000 cities around the world
celebrating Make Music Day in
2021.
The celebration started in France
in 1982 and has spread to more than
120 countries. Make Music Day is
for anyone who wants to participate, and can be enjoyed by anyone
who wants to attend in person or
view a concert online.
Beverly Hills will host activities
on June 21 including a drum circle
at Roxbury Park from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Join Alan Bruni, of Rumbling
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Rhythms, for a community drum
circle in which people can perform
together on percussion instruments. Participants do not need to
be musicians or have a drum or percussion instrument. Show up and
share your rhythmical spirit with
traditional or makeshift instruments
such as pots, pans, soda cans filled
with pebbles and even two sticks
banged together. Roxbury Park is
located at 471 S. Roxbury Drive.
From 3 to 6 p.m., join a piano
sing-along and play-along at
Beverly Gardens Park’s Lily Pond,
located along Santa Monica
Boulevard between Canon and
Beverly drives. A pianist from the
city’s music program, Music
Mends Minds, will play music.
People are encouraged to bring an
instrument or sing along with the
music.
The city of Beverly Hills will
also livestream a concert with
singer and songwriter Bill Rotella
from 6 to 7 p.m. as part of the Make
Music Day celebration. Rotella is a
Los Angeles-based musician who
has performed his original music
throughout Southern California. A
link will be available on June 21 by
visiting beverlyhills.org/makemusicday.
A limited number of free drumsticks and harmonicas are available
on a first-come, first-served basis
for the in-person events. Register to
use the instruments, while supplies
last,
by
visiting
beverlyhills.org/makemusicday.

WeHo observes
World Refugee
Day with forum

In recognition of World Refugee
Day, Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society
and the city of West Hollywood will
hold a discussion on the needs of the
refugee population on Tuesday, June
22, at 11 a.m., via Zoom.
The meeting will teach people
how to advocate for human rights
and provide lifesaving support for
refugees. Panelists will include West
Hollywood Councilwoman Sepi
Shyne; Joe Goldman, community
engagement director for the western
region for HIAS; Rachel Levitan,
vice president of international programs at HIAS; and Andy Ruiz,
coalition staff attorney at the
TransLatin@ Coalition.
Advance registration is requested
by visiting hias.org/events/welcomeall-supporting-lgbtq-refugees-homeand-abroad.

Los Angeles Women’s Theatre
Festival is holding “Hot Off The
Press” celebrating Juneteenth on
Saturday, June 19, at 5 p.m., via
Zoom. Juneteenth commemorates
June 19, 1865, when Texas was
forced to free slaves, two years after
President Abraham Lincoln signed
the Emancipation Proclamation.
The 13th Amendment was also
enacted in 1865, abolishing slavery.
Hosted by Juliette Jeffers (“Chicago
Med,” “All Rise”) and Jessica Lynn
Johnson (“Soaring Solo Salon,”
“The Bold and the Beautiful”), the
program will feature music, dance
and poetry. Suggested donation is
$10. RSVP required. lawtf.org.

‘Chalk Lines’

Chalk Repertory Theatre, with funding from the Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs, is
launching
a
new audio play
series
titled
“Chalk Lines”
on Saturday,
June 19. Five
short
plays
using immersive audio storytelling will bring to life unsung
landmarks in Los Angeles City
Council districts 8, 9 and 10, including the Metro Expo Line, Leimert
Park, Historic West Adams and
Exposition Park. “Chalk Lines” can
be viewed free online or at each site
with a mobile device beginning on
June 19. Donations are encouraged.
chalkrep.com.

Hollywood Mystery
Quest

Join friends for Hollywood Mystery
Quest, a fun interactive scavenger
hunt on Monday, June 21 from 5 to
8 p.m. at Eastown Paseo on
Hollywood Boulevard. Compete in
teams of two to four to solve clues
and win prizes. The event follows
the premise that participants are
members of the Supervillains, a
band of questionable character, who

are converging on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame. Unbeknownst to one
another, each intends to steal one of
the Hollywood stars, but a rival
band has beaten them to it.
Participants must work together to
discover the name of the culprits
and the location of the star. Tickets
are $20. 6201 Hollywood Blvd.
eventbrite.com/e/hollywood-musicmystery-tickets-158176402879.

The Petersen
celebrates
Porsche

The Petersen Automotive Museum
is celebrating Porsche and the 70th
anniversary of the Gmünd Coupe’s
win at Le Mans on Thursday, June
24, from 10 a.m. to noon. Enjoy a
Porsche-centric morning with a special presentation by Rod Emory,
Cameron Healy and Dwight
Knowlton. One of the earliest sports
cars to carry the Porsche name,
Gmünd coupes, including the SL
racing versions, were constructed
out of hand-hammered aluminum.
However, the SLs were modified to
include louvered steel quarter panels, wheel spats, streamlined aluminum belly fairings and a pedestalmounted shifter.
The
coupes
competed for
three years at
the 24 Hours of
Le Mans and
won first in
class in 1951.
Complimentary
parking, coffee, signed posters and
cupcakes will be provided.
Admission is free but registration is
required. 6060 Wilshire Blvd.
petersen.org.

Women’s
publishing panel

The UCLA Center for the Study of
Women
presents
“Assembling/Reassembling,”
a
panel discussion on Thursday, June
24, from 1 to 2 p.m., via Zoom. The
discussion will focus on the history

and current state of independent
press and self-publishing by women
artists using books as an art form.
Though increasingly active in
California publishing over the last
century, women have not always
been as recognized as much their
contributions deserve, according to
the UCLA Center for the Study of
Women. The panel will address ways
in which women artists and publications create a distinct discourse.
Admission is free but registration is
required. eventbrite.com/e/assemblingreassembling-why-books-nowtickets-148269555231.

Honors for retiring
Autry director

Enjoy a wide-ranging conversation
between Rick West, outgoing president and CEO of the Autry Museum
of the American West, and Lonnie
G. Bunch III, secretary of the
Smithsonian Institution,
on
Thursday, June
24, at 4 p.m.
West is retiring
from the Autry at
the end of June,
and the event celebrates his legacy at the museum and beyond.
Bunch will interview and honor
West during the live virtual session,
which will also include longtime
friends and colleagues. Admission
is free but advance registration is
required. theautry.org.

Wine benefit

All Peoples Community Center will
raise funds to support COVID-19
relief with its “Sip and Support” virtual wine tasting fundraiser on
Friday, June 25, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.,
via Zoom. The festivities will
include wine tasting, music and
community videos. The event will
be hosted by Drew Powell. Tickets
are $100 and include three bottles of
wine that will be mailed to donors.
Proceeds benefit All Peoples
Community Center programs for
low-income children, youth and
families. allpeoplescc.org.

Bogie’s Liquor
IT’S
TIME
FOR
DODGER
BASEBALL!

Pick up your
favorite 12-pack
and watch the
boys in blue!

Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
Don’t Drink & Drive!
Open 7 days
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Protesters picket Chateau Marmont

n Union, clergy

members, workers seek
return to employment
BY CAMERON KISZLA
Approximately 50 protesters
from Unite Here Local 11 and
Clergy and Laity United for
Economic Justice, or CLUE,
protested outside the Chateau
Marmont on June 15, seeking a
return to work for scores of workers
who were laid off due to the pandemic.
According to Unite Here Local
11, more than 200 workers were
laid off when the pandemic shutdowns began last year, and the vast
majority of them have not been
rehired.
Some laid-off workers were present at the protest, noting their
desire to return to their jobs. Teoflio
Romero, who worked in the hotel’s
cafeteria for six years, said “it’s
been very hard for me” since he was
let go due to the pandemic.
“I want to come back, but I don’t
think it’s going to happen,” he said.
The protesters chanted “bring
them back” and “when can they
come back to work?,” marched up
the driveway and attempted to
speak with hotel management, but
after a few minutes, they were
asked to leave the property.
The Rev. Gary Bernard Williams,
pastor of Saint Mark United
Methodist Church, said he wasn’t

surprised they were unable to meet
with hotel management. The hotel
used COVID-19 protocols as a pretense for removing the protesters
from the property, he said.
“They pretended they were being
fair,” he said.

“I want to come
back, but I don’t
think it’s going
to happen.”
-Teoflio Romero,
former employee of the
Chateau Marmont

To bolster its claims that the
workers should be hired back, the
protesters claimed that the hotel
took out a Paycheck Protection
Program loan to save 151 jobs and
that the hotel is refusing to rehire its
laid-off workers, as it should do to
comply with local and state rightto-return laws.
Rabbi Neil Comess-Daniels,
rabbi emeritus of Beth Shir Shalom,
said that despite claims from hotel
security that the protesters were
refusing to abide by social-distancing guidelines and were subsequently trespassing after being
asked to leave, the hotel manage-

ment was breaking the law by refusing to rehire their workers.
“They’re the illegal ones here,”
he said.
A spokesperson for the Chateau
Marmont, who declined to be
named, noted in a statement that the
PPP loan the hotel took out in 2020
was received and “returned in full
within 48 hours because business
conditions prevented the hotel from
appropriately using the funds
according to the spirit and the specific guidelines of the program.”
“The Chateau Marmont applied
for and received a PPP loan in 2021
of $1.95 million (less than the
amount that could have been
requested) and is complying with
all federal laws and regulations
regarding the proper uses of the
loan,” the spokesperson said.
“Some of the funds that have been
used include payroll for the 19 former employees who have been
hired back by tenure in accordance
with the right-to-recall ordinance.
“Just as so many other outlandish
claims being made by Unite Here
Local 11 about the Chateau
Marmont, the accusation that the
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Unite Here Local 11 and CLUE led protests outside the Chateau
Marmont, requesting a return to work for the employees who were laid
off due to the pandemic.

Chateau Marmont is improperly
using the PPP funding is simply
untrue,” the spokesperson added.
With no resolution reached on
June 15 and many former Chateau
Marmont employees still without a
job, more action is likely forthcom-

ing, said Michelle Seyler, executive
director of CLUE, who added that
she wasn’t surprised they were
unable to have a productive meeting with hotel management.
“I anticipate we’ll need to come
back,” she said.

FRIDAY
AY, JUNE 18, 2021 - EVERYTHING ON SALE!

Grand Re-Opening!
Re
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Hotel security did not allow protesters inside the building.

Los Angeles County aligns
with state mask guidelines

The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health
announced
that
effective
Tuesday, June 15, the county
mirrored the state of California’s
guidelines for face coverings.
Face coverings will not be
required for fully vaccinated
individuals, except in the
settings where they are
required for everyone, regardless
of vaccination status. Those settings include on public transit
and in transportation hubs;
indoors in K-12 schools, child
care and other youth settings;
health care settings; state and
local correctional facilities and
detention centers; and in homeless shelters, emergency shelters
and cooling centers.
Employers and workplaces
must continue to comply with
Cal/OSHA
COVID-19
Prevention
Emergency
Temporary Standards, which currently require employees to wear
masks when in mixed vaccinat-

ed/unvaccinated
settings.
Businesses will continue to have
the ability to require anyone
entering their place of business,
including customers, to wear a
mask regardless of vaccination
status.
Face coverings will be
required for unvaccinated individuals in indoor public settings
and businesses including retail,
restaurants, theaters, family
entertainment centers, meetings,
and state and local government
offices, including city of Beverly
Hills facilities.
Beverly Hills City Council and
Commission meetings will
remain virtual until further
notice. To make an in-person
appointment for city services,
please
visit
beverlyhills.org/appointments or
call (310)285-2467.
For information, email businessrecovery@beverlyhills.org,
visit beverlyhills.org/coronavirus
or call (310)550-4680.

FREE LOCA
CAL D
DELIVERY WITHIN 100 MILES ON ALLL PHONE ORDERS!

PLEASE STOP BY OR CALLLL NOW! (323) 934-0509
7407 BEVERLLY BLLVVD, LO
OS ANGELES, CA 90036
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Beverly Hills Human Relations Leads needed in hit-and-run on Fountain Avenue
Commission denounces hate
By edwin folven

The Beverly Hills Human
Relations Commission issued a
statement on June 16 reaffirming
its stance against hate.
“It has become apparent in
recent months that our community, our nation and our world are
experiencing a troubling increase
in violence and bigotry motivated by hate. This behavior comes
in many forms, all equally disturbing and unacceptable. While
antisemitism, anti-Asian and
anti-Black hate have been the
most recently noticeable incidents, no form of prejudicial hate
is tolerable in our society,” read
the statement attributed to Ori
Blumenfeld, chairman of the
Beverly Hills Human Relations
Commission. “The Beverly Hills
Human Relations Commission
stands firmly against hate and

bigotry in any form and urges our
community to unite and speak
out against hate. We invite every
member of this community to
join us in creating an environment where civility, respect and
responsible actions prevail. To
strive to become a more equitable and just society, we must try
to understand and, most of all,
accept all citizens. We implore
everyone who resides and visits
our city to conduct themselves
with the utmost civility, compassion and respect.”
The commission urged anyone
who has experienced or witnessed an act of hate to report it
to law enforcement. People
should also report incidents to the
Los Angeles County Anti-Hate
Hotline by calling 211 or visiting
211la.org/form/anti-hate.

FBI warns about senior scams

The FBI’s Los Angeles office is
warning the public about scams targeting seniors.
The warning was issued on World
Elder Abuse Awareness Day, which
is observed on June 15. While many
Americans have been focused on
overcoming the pandemic, cyber
criminals have been using the opportunity to profit from people’s dependence on technology. Tactics include
phishing, spoofing, extortion and
other types of web-based fraud.
In 2020, the FBI’s Internet Crime
Complaint Center received 791,790
complaints with reported losses
exceeding $4.1 billion. Based on the
information provided in the complaints, approximately 28% of the
total fraud losses were sustained by
victims over the age of 60, resulting
in approximately $1 billion in losses
to seniors. This represents an
increase of approximately $300 million in losses reported in 2020 versus what was reported by victims
over 60 in 2019.
Suspects target seniors using
romance scams, tech support scams,
grandparent scams home repair
fraud, caregiver scams and sweepstakes scams. In romance scams,
criminals frequently pose as interested romantic partners on dating websites to capitalize on elderly victims’
desire to find companions. Tech support scams involve criminals who
pose as support representatives and
offer to fix computer issues, gaining
remote access to victims’ devices
and sensitive information.

The FBI said perpetrators of
grandparent scams frequently pose
as relatives – usually a child or
grandchild – claiming to be in
immediate dire financial need. The
suspects attempt to get seniors to
wire or transfer money.
In sweepstakes, charity and lottery scams, criminals claim to work
for legitimate charitable organizations to gain victims’ trust or claim
their targets have won a foreign lottery or sweepstake, which they can
collect for a fee.
Criminals also appear in person
to perpetrate home repair scams, in
which they charge homeowners in
advance for home improvement
services are never provided.
In caregiver scams, people hired
to take care of seniors attempt to
gain access to the victim’s financial
information.
Taking appropriate measures can
help protect victims. Learn to recognize scam attempts and end all
communication with perpetrators.
Search online for contact information and double-check when a
caller promises offers that sound
too good to be true. In many cases,
other people have posted information online about individuals and
businesses trying to perpetrate
scams.
Never give or send any personally identifiable information, money,
jewelry, gift cards or checks to
unverified people or businesses.
To report a scam to the FBI’s Los
Angeles office, call (310)477-6565.

Dentist charged with allegedly
sexually assaulting patients

Los Angeles County District
Attorney George Gascón has
announced a dentist who operated
an office at Beverly Boulevard and
Normandie Avenue has been
charged with sexually abusing nine
patients.
“This case is especially concerning because its victims are lowincome people and immigrants who
are less likely to report crimes due
to fear,” Gascón said. “We are asking other possible victims to come
forward and help us keep our community safe.”
Emad Fathy Moawad, 50, of
Marina del Rey, faces nine counts

of sexual battery by restraint, three
counts of sexual penetration by use
of force and one count of attempted
sexual penetration by use of force.
According to a criminal complaint, the assaults occurred from
2013-18 in the dentist’s office. The
victims ranged in age from 27 to 73
years old.
Anyone with additional information is encouraged to call the Los
Angeles Police Department’s
Operation West Bureau-Special
Assault Section at (213)473-0447.
During weekends and off-hours,
call the LAPD’s hotline at
(877)LAPD247.

Detectives with the Los Angeles
Police Department’s West Traffic
Division have released video and
security camera photographs of a
hit-and-run collision in Hollywood
that left a man seriously injured.
Police recently found and
released security camera footage of
the alleged vehicle that was
involved in the collision which
occurred at approximately 9 p.m. on
March 31. The victim was crossing
Fountain Avenue near Hobart
Boulevard when he was struck by a
small white car. The vehicle, which
was traveling eastbound on
Fountain Avenue, did not slow
down prior to the collision.
“He was crossing Fountain
Avenue, kind of diagonally,” said
Officer P. Delaney, of the LAPD’s
West Traffic Division. “He looked to
the right but then kept crossing. He
was wearing headphones and may
have been listening to music or
something and didn’t see the car.”
Delaney said he was recently
assigned the case and canvassed the
neighborhood for cameras. He found
footage that shows the collision as
well as the nearby intersection.
“You can see the car actually ran
the red light,” Delaney said. “[The
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Security camera video showed the vehicle seconds before it struck the
victim on Fountain Avenue.

victim] looked to the right and the
light was red at the intersection. He
may have seen the red light and didn’t see any traffic and kept crossing.”
The collision illustrates the danger of walking and being distracted,
Delaney added, as headphones can
sometimes cause pedestrians to be
less aware of their surroundings.
The victim was not using a crosswalk, which is also dangerous, he
said.
“He had serious injuries but they

were not life-threatening,” Delaney
added. “We are hoping a tip will
lead us to the driver.”
The vehicle is believed to be a
2005-07 four-door Hyundai Sonata.
A $25,000 reward is available for
information leading to an arrest and
conviction in the case.
Anyone with information is urged
to call West Traffic Division detectives at (213)473-0234 or (213)4730222. During weekends and offhours, call the LAPD’s hotline at
(877)LAPD247.

Defendants charged in alleged kickback scheme

Los Angeles County District
Attorney
George
Gascón
announced on June 15 that 12 chiropractors have been charged in a $2.5
million insurance fraud and illegal
kickback scheme involving automobile collision medical claims.
“Defrauding insurance companies is a serious crime that costs all
of us in the form of higher premiums,” Gascón said. “We will continue to work with local, state and
federal regulators to protect consumers from financial crimes.”
The case charges each the defendants with nine felony counts
including insurance fraud and participating in patient referral rebates
when licensed in the healing arts or
as a chiropractor. Arraignment for
most of the defendants has been
scheduled on June 29 in
Department 30 of the Foltz

Criminal Justice Center.
The scheme’s alleged ringleader,
Yury Chernega, 49, of Studio City,
faces four counts each of the aforementioned charges as well as one
count of money laundering. The
charges include allegations of taking more than $500,000 from 30
insurance companies through fraud
and embezzlement.
Additional suspects include
Gilberto Gomez, 72; Omid
Okhowat, 51; Lon Segal, 65; and
Arash Noor, 40, all of Los Angeles,
as well Edith Coronado-Grande, 57,
of Glendora; Bruce Householder,
49, of Burbank; Christine Elvine,
51, of Arcadia; Luzan Madain, 46,
of Canyon Country; Payam Shayan,
51, of Tarzana; and David Soloway,
50, of Brea.
From 2014 through 2019,
Chernega allegedly offered to refer

new patients to other chiropractors
in return for an illegal referral fee,
through which he collected approximately $2.5 million, prosecutors
said. The patients allegedly had
been involved in automobile collisions. The defendants also are
accused of filing false claims for
medical services they never provided.
The case stems from an ongoing
investigation involving Chernega
and 14 additional chiropractors filed
in 2019 alleging $6 million in illegal
referral fees. The District Attorney’s
Auto Insurance Fraud Division
investigated the case, with assistance from the California
Department of Insurance, California
Franchise Tax Board, California
Board of Chiropractic Examiners
and National Insurance Crime
Bureau.
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Beat the summer heat at L.A. city pools
BY EDWIN FOLVEN
Just in time for the warm temperatures this week, many Los Angeles
city pools reopened on June 14
including the Hollywood and Pan
Pacific Park pools.
Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, took
the plunge at the Hollywood Pool
last Saturday and encouraged
everyone to do the same.
“I am always excited for the start
of the Hollywood Pool season, and
never more so than this year,”
O’Farrell said. “As the pandemic
eases and summer begins, I encourage local families to make use of
this world-class facility. Take it
from me, the diving board and the
slide are as fun as ever.”
The Los Angeles Department of
Recreation and Parks opened 36
pools on Monday, and plans call for
the remainder to open in the coming
weeks, said Carlos Espinoza, aquatics director for the city of Los
Angeles. The Hollywood Pool is
located at 1122 Cole Ave. and the
Pan Pacific Park Pool is located at
141 S. Gardner St.
The pools are operating at a
reduced schedule this week from 2
to 6 p.m. on weekdays, and 1 to 5
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. On
June 21, the pools will revert to normal hours from noon to 7 p.m. on
weekdays, with a one-hour break
from 2 to 3 p.m., and 1 to 5 p.m. on
weekends.
The pools are currently offering
recreational and lap swimming for
all ages and skill evaluations for
upcoming swimming classes,

photo courtesy of Councilman Mitch O’Farrell’s office

Councilman Mitch O’Farrell showed off his diving skills to mark the
reopening of the Hollywood Pool.

Espinoza said. Swimming lessons
for children and teens resume on
June 21. Espinoza said to call individual pools to make appointments
for lessons. The Hollywood Pool
can be reached by calling (323)4607058, and the Pan Pacific Park Pool
can be reached by calling (323)9574524.
“It couldn’t be better timing with
the heat wave and everything,”
Espinoza added. “It’s been great.
People are starting to trickle in and
we have been getting tons of calls.”
Espinoza said the city is still
requiring people to wear masks
inside pool buildings and locker
rooms, and any time they are going
to and from the pool. Capacity has
been set at 50% for outdoor city

pools, and 25% for indoor pools, he
added.
Other pools scheduled to reopen
soon include the Griffith Park Pool
at 3401 Riverside Drive. That facility is currently undergoing maintenance and is scheduled to open in
early July.
The Hollywood Pool reopened in
2015 after a two-year, $7.6 million
renovation. O’Farrell, who also
marked the reopening six years ago
with a flip off the diving board,
added that he was pleased that people can beat the heat.
“I’m delighted to deliver this to
the neighborhood in time for summer,” O’Farrell added. “Enjoy!”
For
information,
visit
laparks.org/aquatics.

Galperin illustrates COVID-19’s
toll on the LGBTQ+ community

Los Angeles City Controller
Ron Galperin on June 10
released “LGBTQ+ Pride:
Toward Equality & Equity,” an
online story map with data and
visualizations showing the disproportionate impact of COVID19 on the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender
and
questioning/queer community.
Galperin noted that, during the
last year, at least 66% of
LGBTQ+ households reported
serious financial problems due to
the pandemic, as opposed to 44%
of non-LGBTQ+ households.
And 20% of LGBTQ+ households experienced food insecurity, compared to 6% of nonLGBTQ+ households.
“The pandemic swept millions
of Americans into unemployment
as businesses closed their doors
here and across the country,” said
Galperin, L.A.’s first openly gay
citywide elected official. “The
impact was particularly acute for
LGBTQ+ individuals and families, who suffered higher rates of
job loss, food insecurity and
financial hardship. During this
Pride month, as we celebrate the
community’s historic achievements in the struggle for equality,
we must also look at ways to better address issues of equity for the
most vulnerable among us.”
Galperin’s online tool also honors the rich and diverse history of
L.A.’s LGBTQ+ community,
details priorities in the ongoing

struggle for equality and equity,
and maps dozens of service organizations throughout the area that
provide
housing,
health
resources, education programs,
legal help and nutrition assistance
to homeless and at-risk youth.
Galperin’s LGBTQ+ story
map also includes a guide to
L.A.’s LGBTQ+ history. From
the Mattachine Steps, named
after America’s first official gay
organization, to Jewel’s Catch
One, the first exclusively gay and
lesbian disco for African
Americans in the country,
Galperin mapped 10 historical
locations that show the breadth
and diversity of the local
LGBTQ+ community.
Another section lists priorities
in the struggle for equality and
equity. Despite the legalization of
same-sex marriage and civil
rights protections in California,
the community continues to face
discrimination and unfair treatment across the country. Galperin
outlines actions and initiatives
that would help reduce the challenges faced by LGBTQ+ individuals, such as passing the
Equality Act, stopping anti-transgender legislation in U.S. states
and more.
There is also a resource hub for
LGBTQ+ community and map
for homeless youth.
For information, visit lacontroller.org/lgbtq-equality-andequity.
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Rainbow halos pay tribute to tragedies on the road
BY EDWIN FOLVEN

The Los Angeles Department of
Transportation and the nonprofits
Los Angeles Walks and Southern
California Families for Safe Streets
installed a rainbow halo on June 12
on a traffic signal at Olympic
Boulevard and Overland Avenue in
tribute to Monique Munoz, a 32year-old woman who was killed on
Feb. 17 when her car was struck by
another vehicle. Police said that
vehicle, a Lamborghini SUV, was
traveling over 100 mph.
Rainbow halos were created by
artist John Morse to honor victims
who have lost their lives in traffic
collisions. The multi-colored, transparent disc-shaped devices project a
rainbow of colors on the ground
when sunlight shines through them.
The rainbow halo installed for
Munoz was the 15th citywide and
the first in the local area. The first
rainbow halo was installed on
Woodman Avenue near Addison
Street in the San Fernando Valley in
tribute to Notre Dame High School
student Conor Lynch, who was
struck and killed by a vehicle in
2010.
John Yi, executive director of Los
Angeles Walks, said the rainbow
halos honor victims and raise
awareness about the dangers of
reckless and distracted driving.
Southern California Families for
Safe Streets, which is part of Los
Angeles Walks, has partnered with
the LADOT to install the halos at

the sites of fatal vehicle collisions.
“The rainbow halos are a memorial project. We are also trying to
raise awareness about traffic deaths,
why a crash happened,” Yi said.
“We try to leverage the installation
as a public education campaign.
That is continually important.”
The rainbow halo for Munoz was
unveiled at a ceremony at the intersection attended by the victim’s
family and friends, LADOT representatives, members of the nonprofits and other advocates for traffic
safety. Los Angeles County
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, said it is important both to
honor victims and ensure that such
tragedies lead to positive change.
“I continue to join the community
in mourning the shocking and
senseless death of Monique Munoz,
whose life was abruptly taken while
driving home from work, a victim
of a horrible car accident in my district,” Koretz said. “By all accounts,
she was a vibrant young soul who
was the joy of all who were around
her. May this halo serve as hallowed ground to both mourn her life
that was cut way too short, and also
serve to remind drivers that there
are very real consequences for
street racing and careless driving.”
The driver who struck Munoz
was 17 years old. The teen, who has
been widely identified in media
reports as Brendan Khuri, was also
injured in the collision but survived.
The Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office declined to iden-

photo courtesy of the office of Supervisor Sheila Kuehl

Supervisor Sheila Kuehl spoke during the groundbreaking event for
Stories: The AIDS Monument on June 5.

Kuehl attends groundbreaking
ceremony for AIDS monument

Earlier this month, the
Foundation for the AIDS
Monument held a private
groundbreaking
event
for
Stories: The AIDS Monument to
commemorate the 40th anniversary of the first Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
report related to AIDS.
Los
Angeles
County
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, 3rd
District, said it was “a humbling
and inspirational experience to
be a part” of the groundbreaking.
“In 1981, a young immunologist, Dr. Michael Gottlieb, working at the UCLA Medical Center,
noticed an unusual strain of
pneumonia among gay men at
the hospital,” Kuehl said in a
statement. “That date is widely
accepted as the discovery of HIV,
though the virus had likely been
around for decades before. Since
its discovery, a reported 35 million people have died from
AIDS.
“A deafening silence from

those in power magnified the
gut-wrenching losses in the early
days of the epidemic, a reflection
of an era when AIDS patients
were stigmatized and discriminated against due to rampant
misinformation and bigotry,” she
said. “It was a dark, heartbreaking time, particularly for the
LGBTQ+ community, who
found themselves contending
with the disease and the accompanying unimaginable grief,
often without support, due to
shameful federal inaction. But
we refused to let our loved ones
who died or survived be forgotten, and that indomitable spirit is
behind this forthcoming monument.
“This monument will honor
and memorialize those lost to
AIDS, as well as survivors and
the many activists who fought for
visibility, research, and cures by
sharing their historic and important stories,” she said. “We will
never forget them.”

tify the defendant by name because
he is a minor and prosecution is
occurring in juvenile court. The
defendant admitted to vehicular
manslaughter in April and was
placed on house arrest, D.A.’s
office spokesman Greg Risling
said. The teen is expected to return
on June 30 for a disposition hearing,
which in juvenile court refers to
sentencing.
Advocates for traffic safety
praised the rainbow halos as fitting
tributes for crash victims, but added
that more needs to be done. Lynch’s
mother, Jeri Dye Lynch, who
founded the nonprofit Conor Lynch
Foundation after her son’s death,
said too many families have faced
tragedy because of drivers’ failure
to observe the rules of the road.
“There’s no such thing as an accident; everything can be avoided,”
Lynch said. “Here we are 11 years
later (after her son’s death), and it
seems like we have gone in the
opposite direction. Traffic and
speeding has only gotten worse
throughout the pandemic – everywhere. It’s discouraging that we
haven’t done enough.”
Lily Trujillo, whose 16-year-old
daughter Valentina was killed in
2014 when a young man who was
street racing crashed while giving
her a ride home, founded the nonprofit Street Racing Kills. Trujillo
attended the rainbow halo unveiling
for Munoz and said it is important
to emphasize the message to
teenagers that driving is dangerous
and can result in injuries and fatalities.
“Teenagers need to know that

photo courtesy of Councilman Paul Koretz’s office

City Councilman Paull Koretz, LADOT representatives, LAPD officers and
friends and family of Monique Munoz attended the June 12 ceremony.

speeding and distracted driving
kills,” Trujillo added. “We are living in the city of the fast and the
furious. This is real, and this is
going to keep happening. What
happened to Monique, it really
touched my heart, so I wanted to do
something. We are sending the message that texting while driving and
speeding and street racing can have
tragic results.”

Yi said that Los Angeles Walks
and Southern California Families
for Safe Streets partner with organizations such as the Conor Lynch
Foundation and Street Racing Kills
to provide resources and support.
In April, Koretz expedited the
installation of a new signal with a
dedicated left turn arrow at the inter-

Notable quotes

See Halo page 21

“Honor thy father and mother: that thy days may be long upon the
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.”
Holy Bible
Exodus: 20:14

Happy Father’s Day!
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SCE work irks West Hollywood residents
n Privately funded

construction causes
disruptions

BY AARON BLEVINS
Residents in West Hollywood are
claiming that Southern California
Edison abused its power when it

allowed a private individual to fund
a utility pole replacement in the
8500 block of Holloway Drive.
The work, completed on June 8,
closed portions of Holloway Drive
and left nearby residents without
power throughout most of the day.
Neighbors have speculated that the
individual funded the construction
to improve the view from their

Schiff supports IG investigation

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank), chairman of the House
Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence, on June 11 issued a
statement on the Department of
Justice announcement that the
agency’s inspector general will
investigate reports that the
department inappropriately targeted individuals associated with
the
House
Intelligence
Committee.
“I applaud the decision of the
attorney general to request an
inspector general investigation,
and the IG’s commitment to proceed and probe the abuse of the
department’s investigatory powers against Congress and the
press,” Schiff said.
“This is an important first step,
following yesterday’s report of
the unprecedented decision to
subpoena records regarding
members of Congress, congressional staff and their family members, including a minor child,”
Schiff added. “But this incident
must be viewed in the context of

the systemic politicization of the
department and its mission and
other flagrant abuses — including the personal intervention of
then-President [Donald] Trump
in choosing targets of investigation and the intercession of former Attorney General [William]
Barr to reduce the sentence or
dismiss cases against those who
lied to cover up for themselves
and the former president, among
other matters.
“As crucial as it will be, the
IG’s investigation will not obviate the need for other forms of
oversight and accountability –
including public oversight by
Congress – and the department
must cooperate in that effort as
well,” Schiff said. “In the meantime, the attorney general needs
to do a full damage assessment
of the conduct of the department over the last four years
and outline all of the accountability and mitigation necessary
to protect the public going forward.”

fourth-floor condo.
“I didn’t even know people could
do that,” resident Angelica
Khoylow said.
SCE spokesperson Reggie
Kumar said the pole was replaced
and relocated at a customer’s
request; however, he said the utility
could not release the amount the
customer paid, citing privacy concerns.
Kumar said the utility followed
all protocols, notified customers
more than a week in advance and
ensured that the new pole height
was “consistent” with the height of
an adjacent pole that was replaced
last year.
“At Southern California Edison,
the safety of our customers,
employees and communities is our
top priority,” he said.
Kumar declined to answer questions related to the SCE’s policies
regarding customer requests and
their potential impact on nearby residents.
Khoylow said the impacts of the
construction were an inconvenience, as her daughter, who attends
UCLA, had two final exams to
complete from home that day. Her
daughter was able to finish her
exams, but Khoylow was annoyed
that the disruption was caused by an
individual.
“It just doesn’t make sense to
me,” she said. “The people should
not have that kind of freedom.”
Neighbor Heidi Hornbacher said
that she and her husband work from
home and had to find alternative
places to set up shop that day. The
adjustment came with additional

photo by Carolyn Campbell

A utility pole in West Hollywood was relocated at the request of a nearby
resident.

expenses, which many other residents in the area likely had to manage as well, she said.
“It ends up being a big economic
cost of us,” Hornbacher said,
adding that more than 100 units
were affected by the utility work.
She said her family would gladly
accept the inconveniences if the
pole replacement and relocation
was for the “betterment of all” or if
the individual needed the pole
moved for necessary reasons.
However, Hornbacher fears that
wasn’t the case.
“It just seemed like such an egodriven thing,” she added. “It’s just
not fair.”
Additionally, the relocation has
impacted other residents’ views.
Maria Pendergast, president of the
residents association at 8550
Holloway Drive, said three units on
the fourth floor of her building now
have power lines running by their
windows.
However, the issues that neighbors have with SCE work are not

just about the views, she said.
Pendergast denounced the way the
utility communicated with residents
about the work, even though
Southern California Edison notified
residents.
“They tried to tell us this was a
routine upgrade, and it wasn’t,” she
said, adding that the new pole is 7
feet higher. “They did not replace
like for like.”
Pendergast said she spoke with
SCE representatives on June 7, and
that they admitted to doing the
work for a private individual for
$25,000. She said Southern
California Edison refused to alter
its plans and that workers were
“very short, very curt” with her.
“It’s the way they did it – particularly if it was an elective surgery,
if you will,” Pendergast said,
adding that it was “an unpleasant,
unprofessional experience for
everyone involved.”
The individual who funded the
pole relocation could not be
reached for comment by press time.

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

8 June 17, 2021

Concours returns on Sunday

Pico Robertson hotel decision delayed
n Planning Commission

to consider project in
September

BY CAMERON KISZLA

photo by Ted7/courtesy of the Rodeo Drive Committee

The Rodeo Drive Concours d’Elegance will return to Beverly Hills
on Father’s Day, June 20.
The event will include 50 of the most prestigious, rare and eyecatching vehicles to take part in a rolling display through the city of
Beverly Hills, allowing attendees the thrill of witnessing these unique
vehicles in motion on public roads. The traditional Rodeo Drive
Concours d’Elegance will return in 2022.
“We are excited to return to Beverly Hills this Father’s Day with a
lineup of some of the greatest cars ever produced,” event founder
Bruce Meyer said. “More importantly, we are thrilled to begin the
return to normal with a fun, free, family-friendly event which will
support our local first responders. They have supported all of us
through the last year and now we have an opportunity to give back.”
For information, visit rodeodrive-bh.com/rodeo-drive-recommends.

The Los Angeles Planning
Commission delayed a June 10
hearing on a proposed hotel on
Robertson Boulevard. The item was
continued until Sept. 9.
Ira Handelman, a consultant and
spokesman for the project, said the
delay was requested by city staff.
“The city asked us to do it, and
we agreed,” he said.
Planning Commission documents list City Planner Oliver
Netburn as the staff member handling the project. Netburn did not
return a request for comment.
Project plans for the hotel – the
SORO Hotel, named for its location
south of Robertson – call for 131
hotel rooms to be built at 14341456 S. Robertson Blvd., displacing
existing commercial buildings and
12 housing units. One of those
buildings, located at 1456 S.

Silver Lake home receives historical status

Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, on
June 9 led the Los Angeles City
Council in a unanimous vote designating the Dion Neutra/Reunion
House as a Los Angeles historiccultural monument. The home
becomes the 26th HCM in Council
District 13 since O’Farrell took
office in 2013, and the eighth HCM
in Silver Lake.
“I am proud to add yet another
iconic Los Angeles location to the
list of historic-cultural monuments in
my district and to honor the Neutra
legacy that is synonymous with
Silver Lake,” O’Farrell said. “At different times throughout their lives,
both Richard and Dion Neutra, as
well as their families, lived in the
Reunion House, and both made
alterations to the complex over the
decades. This unique circumstance
in the Neutra canon enhances the
singular significance of the Reunion
House. I knew Dion Neutra for
many years, and he was a beloved
member of the community.”
The Reunion House property
comprises a combination of a onestory main house, which was completed in 1951, and an attached twostory apartment added in 1968. The
property is the heart and center of
the famous Silver Lake Colony of
10 homes designed by renowned
architect Richard Neutra between
1939 and 1962. In the early 1960s,
Richard Neutra bought the home,
which was transferred to his son
Dion and his family in 1966. Dion
was a noted architect and civically
active constituent in Silver Lake
who lived in the house until his
death in 2019.
The house exemplifies Richard
Neutra’s mastery in designing flexible settings for multi-generations,
ranging from two people – grandfather and grandmother – to the occasional explosion of visiting children
and grandchildren – thus the title
Reunion House.
“I
thank
Councilmember
O’Farrell and the City Council for
recognizing this historic early experiment in multi-generational living,”
said Dr. Raymond Richard Neutra,
president of the Neutra Institute for
Survival Through Design.
“Silver Lake is world-renowned
for its unique and historic architec-

photo courtesy of L.A. City Planning

The Dion Neutra/Reunion House is the 26th historic-cultural monument
in Council District 13.

ture, especially the work of Richard
and Dion Neutra,” said Cheryl
Revkin, co-chair of the Silver Lake
History Collective. “Thank you,
Councilmember O’Farrell, for your

commitment to historic preservation in our community.”
For
information,
visit
planning.lacity.org/StaffRpt/Initial
Rpts/reports/CHC-2020-6018.pdf

STOP PRESS! THIS FRIDAY, JUNE 18
BEATLES TRIBUTE
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Le Petit Jardin could be forced to move if a planned hotel is approved for
the site.

Robertson Blvd., has been the
home to the Le Petit Jardin café and
flower shop for 27 years.
Priscilla Sotelo Klisch, whose
family owns the business and who
lives in an apartment above the
restaurant with her father, said as
time goes on, more neighbors are
learning about the project and joining her in opposing it.
“Everybody that we’ve talked to
has had a negative impression of the
hotel,” she said. “The more people
know about it, they have questions
about what change that could bring
to the neighborhood and community, and how that would affect them.”
Sotelo Klisch also said there have

been no “real conversations” about
a relocation offer from the development team.
“To say that we’re in negotiations, there’s been a lot of misrepresentation of what their ideas are
… The way it was portrayed,
nothing legitimate was ever presented to me … I am still waiting
for them to set up an actual meeting,” she said. “I’m not going to
say yes or no to taking an offer,
but as of right now, I’m saying no,
because nothing legitimate has
been presented.”
Handelman said the development
team has reached out to Sotelo
Klisch, but “she hasn’t responded.”
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Governor marks state’s reopening with prizes Program offers opportunities
for careers in entertainment

As California state officials fully
reopened the economy on June 15,
Gov. Gavin Newsom celebrated the
milestone at Universal Studios
Hollywood, where he highlighted the
attractions Californians can look forward to revisiting this summer.
Newsom also announced that 10
Californians have been selected to
each receive $1.5 million – for a total
of $15 million – as part of the final
cash prize drawing in the state’s Vax
for the Win program.
State restrictions that have been in
place during the past have been eliminated, including physical distancing,
capacity limits, county tier systems
and masks in nearly all settings for
vaccinated Californians.
“We celebrate the incredible
strength
and
resilience
of
Californians – from our heroic health
care workers to essential workers
across the board to everyday
Californians from all walks of life –
who have supported each other
through hardship and heartache over
the past year, making sacrifices to
save countless lives and enable us to
turn the page on this pandemic,”
Newsom said. “As we look ahead to
better days, we will continue to look
out for one another, redoubling our
support to those hit hardest by the
pandemic and making unprecedented investments to address
California’s most persistent challenges, so that the entire state comes
roaring back together.”
California is forecasted to outpace
the country’s economic recovery,
Newsom said. California has created
more jobs than any other state for the

photo courtesy of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s office

Gov. Gavin Newsom ushered in the state’s reopening at Universal
Studios Hollywood, where he announced more winners from the Vax for
the Win prize drawing.

past three months, adding 385,000
jobs, he added. In April, California
created 38% of the nation’s jobs.
The state has consistently been
among the lowest in the nation for
COVID-19 case rates and transmission rates, and hospitalizations
decreased to the lowest since March
2020, Newsom added. More than 40
million vaccinations have been
administered in California, and over
70% of adults have had at least one
shot.
Under Vax for the Win, California
was one of the only states in the
country to achieve a week-overweek increase in the rate of vaccinations, and most recently the state
experienced a 22% increase in vaccinations, including in hard-to-reach

communities. Since launching Vax
for the Win, more than 3 million vaccine doses have been administered.
Newsom also highlighted the
upcoming
California
Dream
Vacations, a new Vax for the Win
incentive in which vaccinated
Californians have the chance to win
one of six in-state vacation packages
in a drawing on July 1. The
California Department of Public
Health will start notifying winners
within hours of the drawing and over
the following days by telephone,
text, email and other contact information from the winner’s record in
the state’s vaccine registry. People
who have not been vaccinated are
encouraged to schedule an appointment by visiting myturn.ca.gov.

Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti has announced a merger
between the Mayor’s Evolve
Entertainment Fund and Group
Effort Initiative, an initiative created by Ryan Reynolds and Blake
Lively, to offer more people from
underrepresented communities
employment, training and mentorship opportunities in the entertainment industry.
“Evolve is about more than
injecting young people’s voices
into our city’s creative output, it
makes sure the studios of
Hollywood better reflect the melting pot of backgrounds that makes
Los Angeles extraordinary,”
Garcetti said. “This merger
between Evolve and the Group
Effort Initiative will provide even
more individuals from underserved communities with the
opportunity to chase their dreams,
secure a career in our city’s most
iconic industry and help ensure
our backlots and soundstages represent the diversity in our own
backyard.”
Launched by Garcetti in
February 2018, Evolve has partnered with 152 entertainment
companies and 28 community and
educational organizations to open
professional pathways into film,
television, music and digital
media for over 1,000 participants.
To date, Evolve has directly
secured 559 paid internships and

65 full-time jobs with leading
companies that include Netflix,
WME and Disney’s ABC
Entertainment.
The merger of Evolve and GEI
will expand the reach of the program beyond Los Angeles to other
cities in the United States and
around the world, and will open
opportunities to all age groups.
Through the merger, the expansion seeks to double the number
of participants over the next three
years to provide over 1,000 internships and 150 full-time job opportunities.
GEI was launched by Reynolds
and Lively in August 2020 and
run through their companies,
Maximum Effort and B for Effort.
GEI seeks to provide paid, on-set
training opportunities targeted at
Black, Indigenous, people of
color and other marginalized
communities. Earlier this year,
Maximum Effort created a separate entity, seed-funded by
Reynolds and Lively, where both
GEI and Evolve will be housed.
“We started GEI not even a year
ago and Blake and I have been so
thrilled and humbled both by the
interest in the program and the
eagerness of our industry to help,”
Reynolds said. “We are so grateful
to Mayor Garcetti for helping
architect its expansion.”
For information, visit evolveentertainmentfund.org.

Happy

MENU

Petite Steak with Mushroom
Demi Glace
Seasonal Veggies
Rosemary Potatoes
Slice of Pie
$24.95 per person

Available June 17-June
17 June 20

ORDER
NOW!
DINE-IN OR
TAKE O
OUT!

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

63
333 W.
W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Frances@Dupars-psr.com
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LADOT returns to pre-pandemic signal timing
The Los Angeles Department of
Transportation has reverted all traffic signals to pre-pandemic timing
patterns, consistent with the lifting
of other state and local restrictions
on June 15.
At the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, Los Angeles experienced an unprecedented decline in
the number of cars on the road as
well as a dramatic increase in
unsafe driving behavior including
speeding. To prevent speeding,

LADOT shifted traffic signal patterns to night mode in April 2020,
which interrupts successive green
lights along major corridors. In
recent weeks, traffic volumes have
rebounded, averaging approximately 90-95% of pre-pandemic
levels. The new signal prioritization patterns will reduce congestion while promoting safe driving
during hours when streets have
fewer cars, according to LADOT
officials.

Diversion program expanded
for misdemeanor offenses

The Los Angeles Police
Department, in partnership with the
Los Angeles County Alternatives to
Incarceration Office, the Los
Angeles County District Attorney’s
Office, the Los Angeles City
Attorney’s Office and the nonprofit
Special Services for Groups, has
launched the ATI Pre-File Diversion
Program, which seeks to provide
care and treatment instead of jail
whenever possible.
The concept for the program
came from the newly formed Los
Angeles County ATI Office, which
was launched by the board of supervisors in September. The ATI PreFiling Diversion Program will divert
individuals arrested for certain misdemeanors and non-violent felonies
to community support programs in
lieu of filing criminal charges and
transporting them to county jail
facilities.
The LAPD’s 77th Street jail will
be the first custody facility operated
by the department to implement the
program. The department anticipates expanding diversion to the
LAPD Metropolitan Detention
Center and Van Nuys jail in the near
future.
The LAPD plans to continue
developing and participating in
diversion programs that may reduce
recidivism and enhance public safety. Eligible participants for ATI

include those suffering mental
health and substance abuse disorders, as well as people who are
unhoused. Participants will be
screened for eligibility. People
accused of offenses such as having
active felony warrants, failing to
register as a sex offender, arson,
possession of a firearm or dangerous
weapon, domestic violence and
stalking, and driving under the influence and other vehicle-related misdemeanors are excluded.
Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer expressed support for the initiative.
“Our criminal justice system must
do more to reduce recidivism and
get to the root causes of non-violent,
low-level offenses committed by
people experiencing homelessness,
grappling with mental illness or
wrestling with drug addiction. In
many cases, treatment and services
can be much more effective than
brief time in jail,” Feuer said. “This
pilot program provides intervention
rather than prosecution, recovery
rather than the status quo. It is an
important addition to the numerous
justice reform programs my office
already offers. The more the county
is able to close service gaps, the
more we can expand our diversion
efforts into those services.”
For information, visit lapdonline.org and lacityattorney.org.

L.A. County seeks increase in
mental health response teams
The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors approved a proposal
on June 8 by Supervisors Janice
Hahn, 4th District, and Kathryn
Barger, 5th District, to expand the
county’s
Psychiatric
Mobile
Response Team program.
The Psychiatric Mobile Response
Teams are comprised of unarmed
mental health professionals who
respond directly to incidents in
which a person is experiencing a
mental health crisis. Currently, 25
Psychiatric Mobile Response Teams
operate across the county during
normal business hours from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and 12 teams operate
from 5 p.m. and 2 a.m., and on
weekends. The average response
time is often two hours and the
teams are not available from 2 to 8
a.m., limiting their ability to be a
viable alternative to law enforcement, Hahn said.
“Mental health crises aren’t a
nine-to-five problem and our solutions can’t be either,” Hahn added.
“Too often, armed law enforcement
or ambulances become the de facto
response to people experiencing
mental health crises. If we want our

Psychiatric Mobile Response Teams
to be a viable and effective alternative to calling the police, they need
to be available [24 hours] and there
needs to be enough teams to
respond to every crisis quickly.”
The motion seeks to expand the
county’s
Psychiatric
Mobile
Response Team network and to
have it operate 24 hours. The
motion also calls for the use of new
federal funding available through
the American Rescue Plan to
expand and improve the Psychiatric
Mobile Response Team network to
respond more quickly.
“When a community member is
in crisis, ensuring they receive timely, effective care is crucial,” Barger
said. “By expanding Los Angeles
County’s response to meet serious
mental health crises [24 hours], our
Psychiatric Mobile Response Teams
can help patients get treatment
where and when they need it most.”
The effort to expand the teams
comes a year before the first nationwide mental health crisis hotline,
988, launches in summer 2022.
Dialing 988 will be an alternative to
911.

While normal signal patterns will
return during daylight hours, signals will switch to night mode from
7 p.m. to 6 a.m. the following
morning. Prior to the pandemic,
night mode went into effect at 9
p.m.
As an additional safety measure,
automatic pedestrian signals will
remain in place at crosswalks.
During the pandemic, the LADOT
converted almost 900 intersections
to automatic recall signals to eliminate the need for people to touch
photo by Edwin Folven
high contact surfaces such as traffic
signal buttons. For information, Motorists may notice signals have been adjusted to allow traffic flow patvisit ladotlivablestreets.org.
terns to resume to pre-pandemic levels.
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Purple Line subway work keeps up brisk pace
Work on the Purple Line
Extension subway project continues
in June, and Metro has provided an
overview of work occurring this
month.

Utility relocation work has begun
on the third and final section of the
project between Century City and the
Veterans Administration hospital in
Westwood. As part of the initial

Letters to the Editor
Council failed to
consider opposition
to One Beverly Hills
Re “One Beverly Hills
approved by council,” June 10
issue
The highlight of the June 8
meeting was a technical glitch
[when] a public comment praising the project was somehow
inadvertently interrupted with a
photo of a woman who stated,
“Oh my God, I want to vomit.”
[Councilman] John Mirisch
again clearly outshined the other
council members with his intellect and involvement. The council majority continued to take
advantage of the lingering pandemic to rush through the largest
project ever, by Zoom, so they
could avoid facing their constituents in person. And, their
despicable conduct in this regard,
caused them to be understandably defensive.
Mayor [Bob] Wunderlich had
announced at the previous meeting that public comment was
closed, discouraging residents
from making public comments at
the June 8 meeting. Nevertheless,
somehow the lobbyist for the
One Beverly Hills project knew
that public comments would be
allowed and orchestrated a onesentence email which was purportedly signed by numerous
“residents and businesses.”
Councilmember [Julian] Gold,
apparently feeling the need for
support of his approval of the
project, requested that names of
these project supporters be read
into the record. Not only were
there 11 less names than represented, but the vast majority of
the names had already been read
at previous meetings. Again,
there was no identification of
which supporters were actually
residents, which were brokers
planning to profit on condo sales
and which ones simply had
investment interests.
Allowing the reading of a list
of people who purportedly share
a certain position, while the
nature of their interests are concealed, should neither be allowed
nor given much credence.
Residents’ individual comments
expressing their concerns during
the hearings were essentially
ignored, the council majority
having pre-negotiated approval
of the project behind closed
doors.
[Councilwoman Lili] Bosse’s
comments bore her characteristic
ring of contrived sincerity but
were actually just nonsensical
and dramatic. For instance, she
claimed that the council majority
makes all of their decisions with
a moral and ethical compass.
Really? Is it moral and ethical to
push through large development
decisions during a pandemic,
against the wishes of many constituents, when in-person meetings cannot be held? Was it moral

and ethical to push through the
mixed use ordinance, against the
wishes of the vast majority of
residents at the height of the pandemic, to deprive constituents of
their referendum petition rights?
Was it moral and ethical to negotiate approval of the project
before residents had an opportunity to weigh in?
After Bosse’s statements
would have been the appropriate
time for that comment, “Oh my
God, I want to vomit.”
Darian Bojeaux
Beverly Hills

Hopefully funds can
be used for
crossing signals
Re “Schiff seeks funds for
local projects in infrastructure
bill,” June 10 issue
If our Congressman Adam
Schiff is successful in getting the
nearly $5 million in federal funds
for infrastructure included in the
[President Joe] Biden bill, hopefully it will fund crossing signals
on Santa Monica Boulevard at
Poinsettia Place and Greenacre
Avenue, like the ones currently
on Fountain at Detroit and
Formosa.
These are much safer, and
more “official,” than sticks with
signs on them in the middle of
the road. Those targets do little to
help. The flashing lights in the
roadway alert drivers. The only
upgrades to the street we have
heard about this year are plans to
put overhead ball lights, like the
ones that have been installed in
the
Rainbow
District
(Boystown). Safety first.
David Reid
Hollywood

Robertson hotel
project should
be approved
Re “Pico Robertson hotel faces
Planning Commission,” June 10
issue
What is wrong with finally
building a hotel in the community that provides a place for visiting Orthodox Jews to stay, where
they can observe their religious
beliefs in an environment which
caters to their needs on the
Sabbath, is close to synagogues
and provides on-site kosher food
and an on-site kosher banquet
areas?
Are the rights of our Orthodox
Jewish neighbors and visitors not
as important as the rights of
neighbors living in rent-stabilized apartments, who will be
compensated with substantial
relocation funds?
Robert Cherno
Land Use Specialists, Inc.

work, Metro will relocate and
upgrade sewer lines and storm drains
on Wilshire Boulevard and Gayley
Avenue. The construction is occurring on weekends from Friday at 11
p.m. through Monday at 6 a.m. It
consists of cutting using saws, demolition and trenching of the existing
roadways. Construction will be done
in stages and updates will be provided when new information is available. Utility service and building
access will be maintained near construction sites.
In Century City, excavation continues at the future Century
City/Constellation station. The work
is occurring 24 hours underneath
Constellation Boulevard and traffic
lane closures have been implemented in the area. Constellation
Boulevard remains open to vehicles
between Century Park West and
Century Park East.
Work also continues at future subway stations at Wilshire/Rodeo and
Wilshire/La Cienega. Early station
construction is ongoing underground
at Wilshire/Rodeo. Crews are working on rooms and structures that

photo by Edwin Folven

Subway station construction continues underground and in staging areas
above ground at Wilshire/La Brea.

house vital systems at Wilshire/La
Cienega. Long-term lane reductions
have been implemented. Through
late 2022, Wilshire Boulevard will be
reduced to two lanes in each direction between San Vicente and La
Cienega boulevards.
Work on structures housing vital
systems is also occurring at future
subway stations at Wilshire/Fairfax
and Wilshire/La Brea. Intermittent
lane reductions on Wilshire

Boulevard may be necessary near
both future station sites. Orange
Grove Avenue remains closed
through 2022. Ogden Drive will be
closed intermittently south of
Wilshire Boulevard.
For questions and concerns about
the Purple Line Extension project,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net, or
visit metro.net.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO RECALL
LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCILMEMBER NITHYA RAMAN
Registered voters of the City of Los Angeles who are proponents of this Recall
Declaration: Allison B. Cohen, Scott A. Meyers, Michael Malone, William Newby
and Susan Collins.

STATEMENT OF REASONS
TO THE HONORABLE NITHYA RAMAN: Pursuant to Los Angeles Election Code
§719, we five proponents of this petition intend to seek your recall and removal
from the office of Los Angeles City Council District Four and demand an election
of a successor. The grounds for this recall are: You repeatedly put your
PERSONAL HOMELESSNESS IDEOLOGY over constituent safety. You have
enabled gang members to commit crimes–including drug trafficking, robbery,
brandishing and firing of guns and prostitutional extortion, often in full view of
families and children—while ignoring months of pleas for safety from the citizens
you were elected to serve. CHAOS AND LAWLESSNESS EVERYWHERE: You
refuse to acknowledge addiction and mental illness as root causes of
homelessness and wrongly insist the city can build its way out of the crisis. You
and your staff are hostile and disruptive to LAW ENFORCEMENT, advocating for
LAPD defunding despite an increase in dangerous crime and fires—often
stemming from homeless encampments—in your district. ABSENT: You claim to
encourage dialogue and transparency, yet you and your staff have only superficially
availed yourself to constituents, abruptly abandoning meetings, refusing to answer
questions and chronically ignoring constituent meeting requests, calls and emails.
You also routinely skirt the topic of PROTECTION OF SINGLE-FAMILY ZONE
NEIGHBORHOODS. We conclude you favor their destruction. You up-ended a
decade of constituents’ work when you unilaterally, with no input from the citizens
you purportedly represent, requested the City Planning Commission increase
building heights in district neighborhoods such as Los Feliz. Finally, you refuse to
disavow your alliance with the Democratic Socialists of Los Angeles, which claims
to “co-govern” with you—a group that proudly brandishes the hammer and sickle—
whose goals are to end capitalism and abolish prisons and police. Your actions
appear scripted by the DSA-LA and its affiliates. We, hereby declare, that all the
facts contained in the Statement of Reasons to Recall Nithya Raman, Los Angeles
City Councilmember, are true.
Signed: Allison B. Cohen, Date: 6-9-21
Signed: Scott A. Meyers, Date: 6-9-21
Signed: Michael Malone, Date: 6-9-21
Signed: William Newby, Date: 6-9-21
Signed: Susan Collins, Date: 6-9-21
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

Bicyclette Bistro

T

ake a culinary trip to Paris as
Walter and Margarita Manzke
transport diners at their new
Bicyclette Bistro in Los Angeles.
Their official opening day is on
June 16, as they offer a menu of traditional, Parisian bistro classics
including onion soup gratinee, a
duck leg confit, steak au poivre and
Burgundy escargot en croute.
French desserts including ParisBrest, profiterole au chocolate and
a chocolate tarte. Daily specials are
written on a blackboard. The
French wine list is divided by
region and the creative cocktail program includes French spirits. Later
this year, this culinary duo will
open a tasting menu-only concept
upstairs at Bicyclette Restaurant.
Dinner at the bistro is served
Tuesday through Sunday starting at
6 p.m. Walk-ins are welcome,
though reservations are highly recommended. 9575 W. Pico Blvd.,
(424)500-9575.

AOC opens in
Brentwood

S

uzanne Goin and Caroline
Styne opened an AOC location
in Brentwood, offering small plates
similar to their AOC near the
Beverly Center. The AOC wine list
highlights small-production wines
from grapes that are either sustainably, organically or biodynamically
grown and features a large selection
available by the glass and carafe.
The beverage program features
local beer producers and seasonal
market-driven cocktails. Dinner is
served Tuesday through Sunday
starting at 5 p.m. In the coming
weeks, they will expand their
lunch, weekend brunch and breakfast, as well as takeout and delivery
options. 11648 San Vicente Blvd.,
(310)806-6464.

Yamashiro

T

omorrow night, June 18, celebrate International Sushi Day at

BBQ for
DAD

Yamashiro Hollywood with live
music, special cocktails and upscale
Japanese-inspired cuisine from
executive chef Vallerie Archer.
Dishes include traditional fresh
tuna and yellowtail handrolls, sushi
pizza, sushi tacos and “Sushi
Boats” featuring a chef’s selection
of sashimi, nigiri and sushi rolls
served in a miniature Japanese boat.
Soak in Yamashiro’s historic architectural charm among glittering
views of Los Angeles. To further
enhance the evening, there will be a
live performance by the David
Segal Jazz Quartet featuring vocalist Finn Segal from 7 to 10 p.m.
Dinner is served nightly starting at
5 p.m. 1999 N. Sycamore Ave.,
(323)466-5125.

Free Tots at
Dog Haus

J

une is the start of national
Hawaiian Foods Week, and Dog
Haus is celebrating now through
June 19 by giving away free tots
with the purchase of a Big Kahuna.
It’s the new limited-time offering
savory burger created in partnership
with King’s Hawaiian’s executive
chef and longtime Dog Haus part-

ner Bert S. Agor Jr. The Angus beef
patty is topped with American
cheese, smoked bacon, miso ranch,
wild arugula, pickled jalapeños,
pickled peppers, scallions, onion
rings and bang bang sauce, served
on grilled King’s Hawaiian rolls.
doghaus.com. 3817 W. Olive Ave.,
(818)566-4287.

Father’s Day at
Mercato at the
Beverly Hilton

B

ring dad to a poolside brunch
at Mercato and he will receive
a complimentary IPA or mimosa.
Menu items include a seafood platter, breakfast sliders and a homemade pastry basket. Finish with a
dessert trio fit for the king in your
life. 9876 Wilshire Blvd.,
(310)274-7777.

ably priced at $15.50 or less. They
are available for takeout, delivery
and dine-in at Urban Plates. Find
locations at urbanplates.com/locations. 12746-3 Jefferson Blvd.,
(424)256-7274.

Tacos and cocktails
on Father’s Day at
Lanea

C

elebrate with your father by the
beach at Lanea’s with their allyou-and-dad-can-eat tacos and
cocktail special for $25. Your cocktail choices include a tequila and
mezcal flight and a margarita flight
sampler. This special deal is only on
Sunday, June 20, from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. The restaurant will continue to
remain open until 9 p.m. On Friday
and Saturday nights starting at 8
p.m., a DJ is spinning music. 217
Broadway, (424)265-7437.

Urban Plates
Father’s Day special Lawry’s the Prime
Rib for Father’s Day

O

n June, 20, Urban Plates offers
grass-fed and grass-finished
steak plates and sandwiches, plus a
grilled steak salad. All are reason-

E

njoy a savory menu for Father’s
Day that includes a steak frites
menu featuring a grilled bavette,

Celebratte Su
Summ
mer at Du-par
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ars’s
Fully
u RRee-O
Oppened
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ervvinng our Fu
Full M
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steak fries and beef-fat Béarnaise
for $55. Grill kits are available for
takeout and delivery with a choice
of filet, ribeye or New York strip
steaks. They come in packs of two
or four with all of its fixings,
including asparagus, raw garlic,
thyme, olive oil, choice of butter or
sauce, and cooking instructions,
starting at $85. Enjoy a Don Draper
from the specialty beverage menu
featuring Woodford Reserve bourbon, angostura, orange bitters and
Luxardo cherry for $17. To place an
order or make a reservation, visit
lawrysonline.com. 100 N. La
Cienega Blvd., (310)652-2827.

Messhall Kitchen
barbecue for Dad

D

uring Father’s Day weekend
starting Friday, June 18, bring
dad to Messhall Kitchen for a feastworthy barbecue package or order
one to go. Messhall is also selling
hats and t-shirts and donating 20%
of the profits to Best Friends
Animal Society L.A. Raise a glass
to after ordering My Old Man High
Roller Old Fashioned made with
Old Ripy 104-proof bourbon. 4500
Los Feliz Blvd., (323)660-6377.

Islands Restaurants
burger and beer

C

elebrate dad by taking him to
Island’s Restaurant and dine
with him to enjoy a $15 burger and
beer promotion. Dad has a choice
of any burger and any 16-ounce
cold draft beer all day long on
Sunday, June 20. 404 Washington
Blvd., Marina del Rey, (310)8223939.

Music on Father’s
Day at the Milky Way

T

his Father’s Day, the Spielberg
family-owned neighborhood
kosher dairy restaurant is celebrating dads with a Sunday brunch on
June 20. Sit back and listen to classic and modern tunes performed by
pianist Zak Astor. Sip a refreshing
peach Bellini or mimosa with
brioche French toast, eggs Benedict
Florentine, potato latkes and eggs.
The Milky Way is offering an
exclusive $10 bounce-back gift
card for every person that dines on
this special day. Sunday brunch
begins at 10:30 a.m. and ends at
3:30 p.m. Sunday dinner reserva-

Thrill Dad with Stea
aks,
Chops, Ribs on the Grill
G

H Steaks H Tri Tips
H Beef and Pork Kabobs
H Nanch Silverton’s Burger Bllend
H Short Ribs H Pork Ribs
H Tomahawk Beef Steakss

tions are until 8 p.m. Open for
indoor and outdoor dining, call for
reservations. 9108 W. Pico Blvd.,
(310)859-0004.

Ribeye and cocktail
at the Front Yard

D

ad and family can indulge in a
16-ounce dry aged bone-in ribeye paired with triple-fried fingerling potatoes and grilled asparagus.
Guests also have a choice of a signature cocktail or a glass of Slow
Press cabernet on June 20 for $60
plus tax per person. The Front Yard
at the Garland Hotel, 4222
Vineland Ave., (818)255-7290.

Dekkadance
bourbon brunch

O

n the 69th floor at the
InterContinental Los Angeles
downtown from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
the Father’s Day Bourbon Brunch
presents Buffalo Trace bourbon
with either a prime flatiron steak,
Jack Daniel’s half slab baby back
ribs and the Big Daddy bourbon
burger. 900 Wilshire Blvd. Floor 69,
(213)688-7777.

The Macallan Culinary
Master Class

J

ames Beard-recognized chef
Michael Cimarusti is offering a
Master Class called “Cask to
Kitchen: The Macallan Culinary
Master Class.” Purchase a bottle of
the Macallan on ReserveBar and
you will receive an exclusive invitation to learn how to create an elevated food and whisky dinner,
available to the first 100 registrants.
Order now through June 19 and
30% of the Macallan proceeds via
ReserveBar will be donated to the
James Beard Foundation’s Open
for Good campaign, which provides help to the people and establishments in need. Participants will
also receive access to the Macallan
Culinary Pairing ebook curated by
the Macallan and world-renowned
chefs. Go online to ReserveBar
reservebar.com/products/themacallan-double-cask-15-year-old.

Wood & Vine and
Broadway Wine Club

and food begins on June 23 at
Wood & Vine. The talented
Broadway performer CJ Eldred
(“Book of Mormon” and “Rock of
Ages”) will sing show tunes while
diners enjoy a four-course dinner
and participate in a guided wine
tasting of America’s top selected
wines rated above 95 points. The
exclusive Broadway Wine Club
will donate $10 per membership to
the Actors Fund. To date, the Actors
Fund has provided $16 million in
emergency financial assistance to
over 13,000 people who work in
performing arts and entertainment.
There are only 40 tickets available
for each dinner. Ticket prices are
$175 per person for dinner with
wine pairing and a live show.
Additional dates are July 28 and
August 30. Buy a ticket to all three
events and receive a $75 discount.
One pass to enjoy all three dinners
is $450. 6280 Hollywood Blvd.,
(323)334-3360. To purchase tickets, visit eventbrite.com/e/broadway-wine-club-live-presented-bybwc-and-wood-vine-tickets156963789921

A

limited outdoor dining series
highlighting live music, wine

Restaurant News
continues on page 15
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
June 5 and June 12. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

June 6

June 5

At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
500 block of N. Kings.

At 3 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 100 block of S.
Canon.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8800 block of
Santa Monica at 1 a.m.

June 6

June 7

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
Moreno at 11:45 a.m.

At 5:24 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 900
block of N. Doheny.

At 11:45 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Durant and
Charleville.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7400 block of
Santa Monica at 1:47 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
Moreno at 11:45 a.m.

At 2:25 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8400
block of Fountain.

June 7

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7100 block of
Santa Monica at 2:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8600 block of
Clifton at 11:09 p.m.

At 4:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7100
block of Santa Monica

June 8

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8700 block of
Ashcroft at 8:30 p.m.

At 10:15 p.m., a vandalism incident was reported in the 100 block
of Canon.

June 9
At noon, a domestic violence incident was reported in the 200 block
of S. Reeves.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9600 block of
Sunset at 1 p.m.

June 10
At 7:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9800 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of Peck
at 3:45 p.m.

June 11
At 3:41 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
200 block of N. Crescent.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8600 block of
Clifton at 7:10 a.m.
At 10:55 a.m., a vandalism incident was reported in the 9700
block of Wilshire.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
June 5
At 10:45 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 1000 block of Kings.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1100 block of N. La
Brea at 10:59 a.m.
At 9:14 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8400
block of Fountain.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
S. San Vicente at 9:14 p.m.

At 11:30 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 800 block of Norma.

June 9
At 2:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft near the
corner of Harratt and Palm.

June 10
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7200 block of Santa
Monica at 3:38 a.m.
At 3:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1000
block of Gardner.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7700 block of Hampton
at 8:18 p.m.

assaulted a victim in the 5600
block of Lexington.

pect assaulted a victim near the
corner of Camerford and Vine.

petty theft in the 6600 block of
Sunset at 7:15 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1500 block of N.
Detroit at 3 p.m.

June 7

At 7:25 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1800
block of N. La Brea.

At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Genesee and
Melrose.

June 6
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near
the corner of Hudson and
Hollywood.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 300 block of N. Lucerne
at 2:10 a.m.
At 4:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 700 block of
N. Saint Andrews.
An attempted vehicle burglary was
reported in the 8100 block of
Gould at 5:28 a.m.
At 7:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 700
block of S. Cochran.
An unknown suspect stole a bicycle in the 4000 block of Norton at 8
a.m.
At 10:30 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
5900 block of Pico.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6200 block of Hollywood
at 11:25 a.m.
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary near the
corner of Fourth and Olympic.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7300 block of
Mulholland at 1 p.m.
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Selma and Gower.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5100 block of
Sunset at 1 p.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Selma and Vine.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1300 block of N.
Western at 1:50 p.m.
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Sunset and Argyle.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 4800 block of
Melrose at 4:20 a.m.
At 5:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 600
block of N. Bronson.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1900 block of
Avenue of the Stars at 5:30 a.m.
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 8500
block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of S.
Doheny at 6:20 a.m.
At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 7000
block of Franklin.
An unknown suspect committed
burglary in the 8000 block of
Fareholm at 7:45 a.m.
At 11:45 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
600 block of S. Hobart.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1800 block of N.
Western at 1 p.m.
At 1:52 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
4800 block of Oakwood.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 2000 block of
Holly at 6:17 p.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 900
block of N. El Centro.
A vehicle burglary was reported in
the 2100 block of Cahuenga at
7:20 p.m.
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
5600 block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1400 block of
Kingsley at 9 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1100 block of S. Beverly Drive.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1600 block of
Schrader at 10:30 p.m.

June 8

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1700 block of
Whitley at 3 p.m.

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Hollywood and Vine.

At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 900
block of Harvard.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5900 block of Pico
at 4:25 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 600 block of S.
Western at 4:53 p.m.

At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5100
block of Hollywood.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Hollywood and Vine.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6700 block of
Hollywood at 8:30 a.m.

June 5

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6500 block of
Hollywood at 6 p.m.

At 10:45 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
1200 block of N. Kingsley.

At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 500
block of N. Gower.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1100
block of N. Normandie.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 600 block of S.
Western at 10:50 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6900 block of
Detroit at 10:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
Stearns at 7 p.m.

At 11:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
6700 block of Hollywood.

At 11:45 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
9000 block of W. Pico.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Whitworth and Corning.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of S.
Masselin at 2:42 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6000 block of
Franklin at noon.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Hollywood
and El Centro at 8:55 p.m.

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
100 block of S. Manhattan.

At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect

At 11:55 p.m., an unknown sus-

An unknown suspect committed a

June 11
At 11:45 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 600
bock of S. Robertson.

June 12
At 2:27 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1000 block
of N. San Vicente.

Los Angeles Police
Department

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8400 block of
Third at 8:05 p.m.
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 5400 block
of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5800 block of
Carlton at 9 p.m.
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. June.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7100 block of
Franklin at 10 p.m.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5400 block of
Hollywood at 10:10 p.m.
At 10:10 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 5600
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 900 block of S.
Muirfield at 10 p.m.
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Farmers Market offers fun ways to celebrate Father’s Day

image courtesy of The Grove

AJ McLean, Nick Carter, Lance Bass and Joey Fatone will perform
pop classics and fan favorites to celebrate Pride at The Grove on June
18.

Say ‘Hi, Hi, Hi’ to Boy band
icons at The Grove
Bingo anyone? In celebration
of Pride month, The Grove is
holding Bingo Under the Stars, a
nostalgia-fueled game night hosted by Nick Carter and AJ
McLean of the Backstreet Boys
and NSYNC’s Lance Bass and
Joey Fatone. Against the backdrop of Level 8’s stunning
panoramic city views, the
evening of June 18 will include
10 games of bingo called by L.A.
legend Bingo Boy (also known as
Jeffery Bowman) with special
prizes from The Grove’s coveted
collection of retailers and restaurants.
The two-hour experience featuring numerous surprise guest
appearances will culminate with
the ultimate throwback performance joining Backstreet Boys’

Nick Carter and AJ McLean with
NSYNC’s Lance Bass and Joey
Fatone together on stage performing a few pop classics and fan
favorites from both groups. In
support of Pride and the
LGBTQIA+ community, a special gift will be granted to the
Trevor Project on behalf of the
hosts’ involvement with Mission
Tsuki.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and
bingo will begin at 7 p.m.
Admission is $50, and a portion
of ticket sales will go to LA Pride
and their month long giving campaign, Pride Makes a Difference.
The Grove is located at 189
The Grove Drive.
For information, visit thegrovela.com/events/bingo-under-thestars-in-celebration-of-pride.

The Original Farmers Market, corner of Third and
Fairfax, offers many ways to celebrate dad on
Father’s Day weekend. With a variety of food and
gifts, the Farmers Market is the perfect place to find
something special for dad.
Celebrate California’s economic reopening by taking dad and loved ones to the market. For caffeineloving dads, the Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf is giving
away a free drink with a purchase of a regular or larger size latte or ice blended drink from Friday, June 18,
through Sunday, June 20, from 2 p.m. to closing.
Du-Par’s is offering a Father’s Day menu special
featuring petite steak with mushrooms, demi-glace,
seasonal vegetables, rosemary potatoes and a slice of
pie for $24.95 per person. Du-par’s is also accepting
preorders for pies. Be sure to visit the bakery for
fresh baked donuts and pastries. Or treat dad to a
stack of Du-par’s famous hotcakes with his favorite
toppings. The inviting patio is surrounded by roses,
making it a delightful spot to enjoy breakfast, lunch
or dinner.
Monsieur Marcel Bistro will highlight truffles and
caviar for Father’s Day, with menu specialties including fresh winter truffles from Australia, Kaviari
Oscietra black caviar, oyster with Champagne
mignonette, caviar and chives, dungeness crab and
caviar, duck parmentier and black truffle, black truffle taleggio pasta and seasonal desserts.
Monsieur Marcel Gourmet Market offers a diverse
selection of gift items including barbecue accessories,
ingredients to mix dad’s favorite cocktail and Le
Camarguais pocket knives, which are 20% off until
Father’s Day.
For dads with a sweet tooth, Bob’s Coffee &
Doughnuts is offering a Father’s Day special.
Purchase six classic buttermilk cake doughnuts and
get one free through June 20. Michelina is offering
discounts on delectable treats. Croque monsieur truffles are $22, and banana pecan cake is $9, also
through June 20.
WL Handmade offers shoe, bag and belt repairs, as
well as shoeshine service. The artisans at WL
Handmade also specialize in custom, handmade
shoes and sandals inspired by Moroccan designs and
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Monsieur Marcel Gourmet Market offers gifts that
are perfect for dads.

culture.
The Shaving Octopus Barbershop is offering 10%
off all products from June 18-20. Haircut and shaves
are available by appointment.
The Original Farmers Market is located at 6333 W.
Third St. For information, call (323)933-9211, or
visit farmersmarketla.com.

Don’t TTrreat Dad lik
l e
Chopped Liverr!

photo by Jill Weinlein

Pint of Pride

I

n celebration of Pride Month, the
women-owned ice cream and
frozen dessert brand Coolhaus
teamed up with an independent
L.A. craft brewery to create Pint of
Pride, a rainbow sherbet-style beer.
Pop open a can and pour into a saison beer glass to capture the pleasing bright aroma of Madagascar
vanilla extract, tangerine, raspberry,
lime and pineapple purees. The goal
of making this unique beer is to
donate a portion of the proceeds
from the sales to the Los Angeles
and Orange County LGBTQ
Centers. With 800 employees, the
centers help provide programs, services and global advocacy. Fans can
sip Pint of Pride in the Common
Space taproom in Hawthorne, or
order this beer online for delivery or
pickup. It is also served at select
locations throughout Los Angeles
and Orange County. Visit commonspace.la for more information and
where to find Pint of Pride. 3411 W.
El Segundo Blvd., (424)456-4355.

Nua opens tonight

We’ve Got Everyth ing Yo
You Need
to Mak
kee Yo
Your Summer a
SMASH!

Paper Goods • Decorations
Balloons • Banners • Centerpiecces
Piñatas & MORE!
10% off all merchandise in the sttore
with this coupon!
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery exxcluded

(or Chopped Liver if he prefe
ers!)

Open ffor di
O
dine-in
i
take out & delivery!!

Come see us at our new 2nd loccation
12109 Santa Monica Blvd.. at Bundy
B
(424) 317-0307
Si
Since
1931

N

ua, a new eatery at the
Crescent Hotel in Beverly
Hills, opens tonight, and the restaurant is hosting cocktails and hors
d'oeuvres for friends and family at
7:30 p.m. To RSVP, email nuabeverlyhills@gmail.com. 403 N.
Crescent Dr.

Trre
eat him to a Cantter’’ss
Corned Beeff Reub
ben!

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Willcox)
(323)467-7124

Open
224 Hours

Woorld Famous, Aw
W
Awarrdd Winning Restaurant • Deli • Bak
keery • Bar

419 N. Fairfax
a Av
ve
e. (323) 65
51-2030
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT & SCOPING MEETING
To: All Interested Persons and Agencies
Project Title:
9160-9176 Sunset Boulevard Project

photo courtesy of Metro

Artist Susan Silton, who is creating artwork for the Wilshire/Fairfax station on the Purple Line Extension, introduced special guest poets and
shared the “We, Our, Us” artwork during the online poetry reading.

Metro connects students with
subway project through poetry
A recent virtual poetry reading
featuring Fairfax High School students and local poets was held during the culmination of a series of
online workshops helping students
at the school connect poetry, public
art and the future Wilshire/Fairfax
subway station on the Purple Line
Extension project.
Organized by commissioned
artist Susan Silton – who is designing artwork for the station – the
series explored creativity in the
built environment through the written word. Poets Olga García
Echeverría, Tanya Ko Hong, A.K.
Toney and Terry Wolverton
worked with students from teachers Steven Gee and Stacy Millsap’s
English literature classes. The
workshops guided students in creating affirmations through poetry,
similar to Silton’s “We, Our, Us”
artwork to be displayed in the station.

“We, Our, Us” uses colored
stripes with graphic text containing
quotes in English, Korean and
Spanish – languages spoken frequently in the neighborhood
around the station. The first quote,
expressed in English and Korean,
is by Abraham Lincoln and reads,
“The best way to predict the future
is to create it.” A second quote, in
Spanish and English, by queer
Chicana poet Gloria Anzaldúa
reads, “Caminante, no hay puentes,
se hace puentes al andar/Voyager,
there are no bridges, one builds
them as one walks.”
The Fairfax High students created their own poems and worked on
collaborative pieces with the poets.
During the final reading, each poet
shared the collaborative poems.
Four student poets also read original works.
For information, visit thesource.metro.net.

Lead Agency:
City of West Hollywood Planning & Development
Services Department
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, California 90069

From: Department of Planning & Development Services
Date:

June 17, 2021

Project Applicant:
LDRL CA 306 LLC
c/o Jake Stevens
659 N. Robertson Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069

Pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21165, the City of West Hollywood is the Lead
Agency responsible for preparing an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) addressing potential impacts
associated with the development of the proposed 9160-9176 Sunset Boulevard Project (proposed project).
Purpose of Notice of Preparation
Under the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and its Guidelines, the City,
as the Lead Agency, must evaluate the potentially significant environmental effects of the proposed project.
The City has determined that an EIR will be prepared to assess the proposed project’s effects on the environment, to identify significant impacts, and to identify feasible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate
potentially significant environmental impacts. An analysis of alternatives to the proposed project will also
be included in the Draft EIR, including the No Project Alternative. The purpose of this Notice of Preparation
(NOP) is to inform reviewers of the City’s intent to prepare an EIR and to provide an opportunity for interested agencies and persons to comment on the scope and content of the EIR.
Project Location
The project site comprises approximately 18,608 square feet located on the south side of Sunset Boulevard, between Carol Drive and Cory Avenue in the City of West Hollywood. The addresses associated
with project site are 9160, 9166, 9174, and 9176 Sunset Boulevard, West Hollywood. The project site is
comprised of three Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs): 4340-028-001, 4340-028-002 and 4340-028-010.
The project site is currently developed with a two-story automotive dealership building and surface parking
lot. The project site is surrounded by medical and commercial land uses to the north across Sunset Boulevard, residential land uses to the south, a surface parking lot to the east, and commercial land uses to the
west.
Project Description
The proposed project consists of demolition of the existing commercial buildings and surface parking lot
on the project site and construction and operation of a new commercial retail and office building. The new
building would be approximately 53,029 gross square feet in area and five stories (approximately 90 feet)
in height. The project would include retail, food and beverage, and office uses on the first floor and office
uses on the second through fifth floors. The project would also include approximately 105 automobile
parking and eight bicycle parking spaces in a three-level underground parking garage, in addition to six
bicycle parking spaces on the ground level. The project would include an LED media system, or digital
canvas integrated into the west, north and east facades of the new building.
Potential Environmental Impacts
An Initial Study has been prepared for the project and is available on the City’s Current and Historic Preservation Planning webpage. The Initial Study contains a description of the project, its location, and preliminary determinations of the environmental resource topics to be addressed in the EIR. As determined by
the analysis in the Initial Study, the potential environmental effects of the proposed project to be addressed
in the Draft EIR will include, but may not be limited to the following: Aesthetics, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Energy, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise, Transportation, Tribal
Cultural Resources, Utilities and Service Systems and Wildfire. These topics, together with other CEQAmandated analyses including Alternatives, Cumulative Effects, and Growth Inducement, will be addressed
in the EIR.

photo courtesy of CHLA

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles has received top rankings in a list of
best hospitals nationwide.

CHLA ranks among best U.S. hospitals

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
has been ranked the top children’s
hospital in California and top children’s hospital in the Pacific region
of the United States in U.S. News &
World Report’s annual Best
Children’s Hospitals list. CHLA
also was ranked as the No. 5 children’s hospital in the country.
This year marks the third straight
year CHLA has achieved a top-five
national ranking on U.S. News’
Honor Roll of Best Children’s
Hospitals, the publication’s list of
facilities providing outstanding
pediatric care.
“I am grateful to U.S. News &
World Report for once again affirming that Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles provides the highest quality care from the most qualified specialists in the Pacific region,”

CHLA President and CEO Paul S.
Viviano said. “This honor signals to
families that we are the best health
care choice for their children in
more than a 1,000-mile radius. It is
also a testament to the commitment
of our doctors, nurses and team
members to saving lives and
improving the health of our young
patients.”
CHLA received exceptional
marks in all 10 pediatric subspecialties assessed by the survey, including top-10 recognition in the categories of cancer, cardiology and
heart surgery, diabetes and
endocrine disorders, gastroenterology and GI surgery, neonatal care,
nephrology, neurology and neurosurgery, orthopedics, pulmonology
and urology.
For information, visit chla.org.

This NOP is being circulated pursuant to California Resources Code Section 21153(a) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15082. Public agencies and the public are invited to comment on the proposed scope and
content of the environmental information to be included in the Draft EIR. A 30-day comment period is provided to return written comments to the City. All comments should be directed to the City at the following
address:
Dereck Purificacion, Associate Planner
Planning & Development Services Department
City of West Hollywood
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069-6216
E-mail: dpurificacion@weho.org
Responses to this NOP should be sent at the earliest possible date, but not later than 30 days after issuance of this notice. The response deadline is Wednesday, August 4, 2021. This NOP and the Initial
Study for the proposed project are available for review at the Planning and Development Services Department (8300 Santa Monica Boulevard, West Hollywood, CA 90069), at West Hollywood Library (625
North San Vicente Boulevard, West Hollywood, CA 90069), and on the City of West Hollywood website,
www.weho.org.
Scoping Meeting
As part of the EIR scoping process, the City of West Hollywood will hold a public scoping meeting on
Wednesday, July 21, 2021, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. In an effort to protect public health and prevent
the spread of COVID-19, this public meeting is held pursuant to Executive Order N-29-20, which ordered
Californians to stay home and authorized public meetings to take place via teleconference. The purpose
of the scoping meeting is to share information regarding the proposed project and environmental review
process, and to receive written comments regarding the scope and content of the environmental analysis

to be addressed in the EIR.

To view the Scoping Meeting via Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/91416227299
$" !   !  .
!  "   : 323-848-6826.

       !-
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‘In the Heights’ ushers in summer movie season
‘In the Heights’

Lin-Manuel Miranda might
enjoy world acclaim for the
Broadway smash “Hamilton,” but
his off-Broadway, Tony-winning
“In the Heights” placed him on the
map. Some new songs and updated
lyrics – notably a reference to “John
Wick” and the omission of one
involving Trump – brings the musical film into a new decade. But the
story – first appearing on stage in
2005 – ages well.
Gentrification, immigration, cultural identity and ample socioeconomic issues burden the ensemble
cast. Narrator and lead Usnavi
(Anthony Ramos) educates a group
of kids – and mass audiences along
for the ride – about life in
Manhattan’s Washington Heights
neighborhood. Usnavi plans to
honor his father by purchasing an
old family business in the
Dominican Republic.
As he makes plans for the big

move, Nina (Leslie Grace) arrives
home from her first year at Stanford
University, immediately uncomfortable with all the praise heaped
on her as the one who made it out.
And stylist Vanessa (Melissa
Barrera) has no luck relocating to
the fashion district to pursue her
dream of becoming a professional
designer.
The other plot line is rather loose,
affording songs and sequences to
transform the barrio into a character, something far easier to accomplish on screen than stage. Special
attention is given to a certain public
swimming pool sequence to bring
this to beautiful fruition.
Any film that attempts to tackle
social issues, especially one that
treads the line of being everything
to everyone when depicting a
neighborhood as diverse as this
one, fails to fully grasp any given
topic (i.e. DACA), and recent colorism criticism emphasizes the

miles and miles of work Hollywood
must do to better reform. But as a
musical with a poignant purpose,
few are as educational, even less
told with such remarkable execution on screen.

‘Loki’

Marvel’s third Disney+ series
wins for the best pilot featuring a
Loki variant (Tom Hiddleston)
introduced
in
“Avengers:
Endgame” escaping from the
Earth’s mightiest heroes, only to be
incarcerated by the Time Variance
Authority, tasked with protecting
the Sacred Timeline. This move
immediately answers one unresolved tension from the 2019 film,
but it does so with plenty more
questions in its place.
“Loki” sets up the future for
many Marvel projects, but the first
episode is also just loads of fun.
Notes of dark humor, a quirky
approach to time trace and strong
characters, including Owen Wilson
as TVA agent Modius. Hopefully
the series’ remaining episodes are as
strong and wildly entertaining.

‘Wish Dragon’

photo courtesy of Netflix

The wish-granting dragon Long joins young Din in a heartwarming, family-friendly story.

The always incredible John Cho
voices a lucky dragon that grants
three wishes with a few familiar
exceptions. Sound familiar? Netflix’s
“Wish Dragon” might feel similar to
“Aladdin” at first, but it quickly traverses new ground, especially geo-

Exhibit uses hula hoops to bring people together
Japan House Los Angeles presents its summer exhibition
“Reconnecting: A Vision of Unity
by Kengo Kito” running through
Sept. 6.
Faced with unprecedented challenges during the past year, people
have been yearning to reconnect
with families, friends and communities. In his first U.S. exhibition,
Japanese artist Kito, who is known
for repurposing everyday objects
into conceptual art installations,
used hula hoops to create a unified
structure, symbolizing the interconnectedness of humanity. From
Japan, Kito will remotely direct the
creation of the hula hoop installation at Japan House Los Angeles
and a second satellite installation
on display through July 4 at the
Westfield Century City.
Lauded as one of Japan’s most
innovative contemporary artists,
Kito reimagines everyday objects
and connects modern materials
with ideas rooted in traditional
Japanese philosophy, culture and
art. Hula hoops allow Kito to
explore the close relationship
between the circle, lines and space.
When a hula hoop is formed, a line
becomes a circle, and when a hoop
is reopened, the circle becomes a
line. By connecting hoops end-toend, long lines become new, larger
circles that spatially intersect – a
colorful, uplifting metaphor for
people’s interconnectedness.
A total of 2,021 hoops will be
used for the main gallery exhibition
at Japan House Los Angeles, celebrating the unity of shared experiences and reconnecting this year.
“Hula hoops have always been
interesting materials for me to work

photo courtesy of Japan House Los Angeles

Kengo Kito’s exhibit illustrates the interconnectedness of humanity.

with, as they are universal objects
used around the world by both children and adults,” Kito said. “They
are not only circles but also lines,
and it’s possible to keep connecting
them infinitely.”
The Japan House Los Angeles
exhibition will consist of two sections. The front sub-gallery features
smaller hula hoop installations,
background materials and videos
introducing Kito’s work and its
connection to traditional Japanese
art and philosophical concepts. The
main gallery will be an immersive
experience allowing visitors to
walk through a space transformed
by Kito’s colorful hula hoop structure. The Westfield Century City
installation, located on the dining
terrace, will offer a similar experience outdoors for a limited time.
“’Reconnecting’ is both of the
current moment [and] rooted in traditional Japanese culture,” said
Yuko Kaifu, president, Japan

House Los Angeles. “In Zen
Buddhist philosophy and art, the
circle, line and space have long
been used to question and explore
reality and our place in it. As many
parts of the world begin to open up
again and people search for ways
to reengage with the community
and reconnect with people, we
hope that the exhibition’s playfulness and messages of connection
will lift the spirits of all our visitors.”
The exhibition will also include
related programs. Japan House Los
Angeles is located at 6801
Hollywood Blvd. The gallery is
open daily from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
with the last reservation block at
5:30 p.m. Free exhibition tickets
can be reserved through Japan
House’s online reservation system
and walk-ins will be allowed is
space permits.
For information, visit japanhousela.com.

photo courtesy of HBO Max

Anthony Ramos and Melissa Barrera star in “In The Heights,” the film
version of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s smash off-Broadway musical.

graphically now set in China.
Young Din (Jimmy Wong) might
be a peasant, as wish-giving dragon
Long (Cho) oft dubs him, but he
really just wants his old friend Li
Na (Natasha Liu Bordizzo) back in
his life, though she’s now wealthy.
Din refuses the lure of goods and
other material wealth, especially
not interested in wishes that sustain,
like those that can create circumstances for Din and Li Na to
encounter each other once more.
It’s refreshingly optimistic.
As usual, Sony’s animation is
superb, and the story works incredibly well. It’s an easy choice for the
whole family, though the third act
might get a bit intense for much
younger viewers.

‘Bo Burnham: Inside’

Comedian Bo Burnham made
waves with his directorial debut
“Eighth Grade,” so poignant at capturing the modern-day youth. His
latest Netflix comedy special
“Inside” is anything but familiar.

Filmed entirely in one room, sans
live audience, it expands the true
definition of a comedy special.
Burnham’s brand of stand up is
mostly songs, so this almost plays
like an artist’s music visual album
(think Beyoncé’s “Lemonade”). It
blends live performance with documentary, as Burnham sings about
FaceTiming with mom, all the weird
things online and the woes of capitalism, with a little help from a sock
puppet.
As things progress, the songs and
personal tidbits become more bleak.
Maybe Burnham does this for the
camera, maybe he’s sincere. Either
way, it resonates with the plight of
many who stay at home alone for
more than a year.
Burnham writes, films, lights,
edits and serves as sole star. It’s a
magnificent feat unlike anything.
That internet he likes to take jabs at
ends up providing him the only platform on which such “content,” a
term he uses and reuses throughout,
can truly succeed.
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Academy Museum Store opens on Sept. 30

photo courtesy of USDA

L.A. Recreation and Parks Dept. is offering Gran and Go meals to kids.

City offers summer meals for students

The Los Angeles Department of
Recreation and Parks will provide
free lunches through Aug. 9 to teens
and children 18 and under at city
parks sites. The summer free Grab
and Go walk-up style meals will be
available for pick-up. Meal pick-up
times vary by location.
In the local area, facilities where
meals will be provided include the
Pan Pacific Park Recreation Center,
7600 Beverly Blvd.; Hollywood
Recreation Center, 1122 Cole Ave.;
Poinsettia Recreation Center, 7341
Willoughby Ave.; and Yucca Park
Community Center, 6671 Yucca St.
The goal of the Summer Food
Service Program is to ensure children receive at least one nutritious
and balanced meal when school is
not in session. The lunch menu will
include healthy food options such
as fresh deli sandwiches, salads,

milk and a serving of fresh fruit or
vegetables. The lunches meet all
United States Department of
Agriculture nutrition standards and
complies with the city’s Good Food
Purchasing Policy.
“We are incredibly thankful for
the Summer Food Service Program,
which provides reliable and nutritious meals throughout the summer
months,” Los Angeles Department
of Recreation and Parks General
Manager Mike Shull said. “We
encourage children and teens to
take advantage of this opportunity.”
The summer lunch program is
funded by the USDA and is administered
by
the
California
Department of Education.
For information and to find participating park locations, call
(818)346-2700,
or
visit
laparks.org/foodprogram.

Grammy Camp announces 18
students, guest artists for program

The
Grammy
Museum
announced on June 10 that 81 highschool students from 67 U.S. cities
across 17 states have been selected
as participants in the 17th annual
Grammy Camp program. All Time
Low, Echosmith, and the War and
Treaty will be this year’s guest
artists; they will discuss their career
paths and help students prepare for
the music industry. The signature
music industry camp for U.S. high
school students will be held virtually from July 20-24.
“Grammy Camp is a prime
example of the Grammy Museum’s
mission and education initiatives,”
said Michael Sticka, president of
the Grammy Museum. “While the
program will be a virtual experience again this year, it remains one
of the most immersive summer
camps for high school students
interested in a career in music and
continues to give young people the
opportunity to study with music
industry professionals, resulting in

a genuine learning experience
about life in the music industry.”
Grammy Camp has historically
taken place in Los Angeles as a
five-day summer music experience.
This year, in light of COVID-19,
Grammy Camp will be a virtual
interactive experience via digital
conferencing. Focusing on all
aspects of commercial music, this
unique opportunity provides
instruction by industry professionals in an immersive, creative online
environment. The program features
seven music career tracks: Audio
Engineering, Electronic Music
Production, Music Business, Music
Journalism, Songwriting, Vocal
Performance and Instrumental
Performance. All tracks culminate
in virtual media projects, recordings and/or performances.
Applications for Grammy Camp
2022 will be available in August at
grammyintheschools.com.
For information, visit grammymuseum.org.

Bill Kramer, director and president of the Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures, on June 10
revealed plans for the Academy
Museum Store, which will open to
the public and launch online in
tandem with the museum’s opening on Sept. 30, 2021. The 2,600square-foot retail space, located on
the first floor of the Saban
Building, has entrances in the
Academy Museum Grand Lobby
and on Wilshire Boulevard.
The Academy Museum Store
will feature merchandise designed
and produced exclusively for the
store, Oscars memorabilia and
other film-related items. Visitors
will find clothing, furniture, accessories, vinyl records, items for the
office and home, posters, maps,
illustrations, toys, games and other
movie-related collectibles. In addition, the store will offer the most
comprehensive collection of cinema books and catalogues in Los
Angeles. The store will offer items
for visitors of all ages.
“The Academy Museum is
committed to showcasing the
diverse and inclusive stories of the
art and artists of moviemaking,
and this ethos extends to our
Academy
Museum
Store,”
Kramer said. “We are honored to
be working with so many brilliantly talented Academy members
who are complementing their cinematic work by designing and
developing exceptional one-of-akind items for the store. We also
are thrilled to be working with so
many dynamic, diverse and inspiring Los Angeles- and Californiabased partners on the creation of
merchandise and collectibles.
These collaborations, along with
our unparalleled selection of
books and catalogues on cinema,
will offer visitors a retail experience unlike any other.”
Befitting its location in the heart
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The Academy Museum Store will feature a limited-edition clothing collection inspired by “The Wizard of Oz.”

of Los Angeles, the moviemaking
capital of the world, the Academy
Museum Store is proud to partner
with many Los Angeles- and
California-based artists, designers,
and creatives to produce merchandise specifically for the store,
including Amoeba Music, which
will craft a selection of vinyl film
scores and soundtracks curated by
the iconic West Coast music and
movie indie retailer.
The Academy Museum Store
will feature collaborations with
film partners including the Bruce
Lee Foundation, on a collection
that celebrates Bruce Lee’s career
as an actor, martial artist, and
writer, in addition to the Saul Bass
Estate, spotlighting Saul Bass’s
graphic design work, film posters,
and title sequences. The museum

is also collaborating with Hayao
Miyazaki’s Studio Ghibli to offer
special collections for museum
visitors that will include original
film posters and prints, an exclusive Her Universe apparel and
accessories collection, and home,
kitchen, stationery, games, and
collectible items from Japan, as
well as an assortment of plush toys
and books that celebrate
Miyazaki’s films.
Finally, the store will nod to the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences through an extensive
selection of Oscars-related items,
including a Lego Oscar statuette
designed by Nathan Sawaya, vintage posters and memorabilia,
hosting supplies for an Oscars
viewing party, stationery and
accessories.

District helps staff find housing near schools
The Los Angeles Unified School
District has expanded an effort to
provide affordable housing for
teachers, staff and their families so
they can live in the communities in
which they work.
“Creating affordable housing for
teachers and school staff will allow
them to live in the community
alongside those they serve, fostering
a stronger bond with students and
their
families,”
LAUSD
Superintendent Austin Beutner said.
The LAUSD previously worked
with affordable housing developers
to build three projects where district

employees receive priority in leasing the units, including Selma
Community Housing near elementary schools in Hollywood.
“Cafeteria workers, custodians
[and] playground aides remain
among the most underpaid and
undervalued in our schools leaving
them to bear the brunt of our city's
housing crisis,” SEIU Local 99
Executive Director Max Arias said.
“Los Angeles Unified’s effort to
expand housing for these employees
will tremendously improve the lives
of hundreds of essential workers.”
For information, visit lausd.net.

OPENINGS
in K-5th GRADES
Click here
or go to our website
to check for
distance learning
updates.
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LAUSD, Jimmy Iovine and
MLS All-Star Game set for Aug. 25 in L.A.
Dr. Dre to open new high school

Los Angeles Unified School
District Superintendent Austin
Beutner, music producer and entrepreneur Jimmy Iovine and artist,
producer and entrepreneur Andre
“Dr. Dre” Young on June 14
announced a joint effort to launch a
new high school in South Los
Angeles. The school’s curriculum
will build on USC Iovine and
Young Academy’s groundbreaking
approach that combines design,
business, and technology with
hands-on, real-world learning to
help develop young leaders, innovators, and entrepreneurs.
The school, known as Regional
High School No. 1 until the official
naming process is completed, will
be co-located on the Audubon
Middle School campus and serve
up to 124 students when it opens in
fall 2022. School capacity will
expand over time to accommodate
250 students.
“This new partnership with
Jimmy, Dr. Dre and the USC Iovine
and Young Academy will help open
the doors of opportunity for students, in particular Black and Latino
children, from communities which
have been historically underserved,”
Beutner said. “Much like the work
of the academy, this effort will help
develop the next generation of
entrepreneurs and innovators.”
The new high school will mirror
the academy’s unique educational
model, which is nationally recognized for its exceptional student
outcomes. Its curriculum focuses
on multidisciplinary, hands-on

learning, with a strong emphasis on
real-world projects with top companies and nonprofits. The level of talent at the academy continues to
attract attention from the most innovative companies in the world. Its
graduates are on the rosters of leading companies such as Apple,
Google, Facebook, DreamWorks
and Sony, as well as launching successful startups that have garnered
over $120 million in seed funding
to date.
“We want to give the next generation of students access to a proven,
revolutionary learning experience
that will not only prepare them for
the jobs of today, but equip them to
reimagine and shape the jobs, technologies and creative enterprises of
the future,” Iovine said. “We’ve
already succeeded in higher ed;
now we’re bringing it to high
school.”
Students will be exposed to new
career paths and opportunities as
well as increased access to top college programs through a first-class
college preparatory curriculum and
enhanced learning programs that
focus on critical thinking and analysis.
“I’m glad we are working collaboratively with partners to provide
exciting new pathways for our kids
and families,” said board member
Nick Melvoin, 4th District. “It’s
exciting to see innovation live within the district and offer families a
great new choice for their education.”
For information, visit lausd.net.

LAUSD offers summer learning
opportunities for all ages
Los Angeles Unified school
District Superintendent Austin
Beutner announced on June 9 that
schools will offer summer programs for students of all ages, from
preschool through 12th grade.
“We are excited to again offer
summer school for all students,
which will include reading, math,
science and English for K-8 students, credit-earning opportunities
for high school students and enrichment classes for all ages and all
grades,” Beutner said. “And for the
first time, we’ll also offer summer
school at selected school sites for
preschoolers.”
Some of the most popular classes
from last summer will return,
including Science of Sports with
the Los Angeles Chargers, and a
Voyage on the Titanic. The Fender
Play Guitar classes will offer an
additional 2,500 middle school students an opportunity to receive a
free acoustic or electric guitar, electric bass or ukulele and join the
5,000 students already participating
in teacher-led music classes.
Educators from the LAUSD also
worked with Illumination, the creators of the Minions, to put together
an Honors Cartooning and
Animation class in which highschool students can earn credits for
graduation and college admission
requirements.
Many new courses are also
offered this year. Middle school students can learn storytelling skills
and create their own comic book
with the help of DC super heroes in
the WarnerMedia Story Lab, and
explore history and culture in a
Black/Pan African American
History course. In Artificial
Intelligence for Good, high school

students will learn the basics of AI
and use the technology to address a
social issue in their community.
The Summer Enrichment program runs from June 22 through
July 23. The LAUSD will also offer
a full-day Beyond the Bell Summer
Enrichment Program from June 14
through July 30, with in-person
activities focusing on academic,
physical, creative and social-emotional development.
“Whether a student is participating in person or taking advantage of
the online connection every student
now has, we know all students will
benefit from participating in school
with their classmates,” Beutner
said. “This is another important step
in the path to recovery. We’ve
demonstrated how our nation-leading safety protocols are keeping
schools safe, and we look forward
to welcoming more students back
onto campus this summer.”
“Our kids and families have
faced different challenges over the
course of this pandemic, which is
why it’s so important that the district is offering our most expansive
summer learning and enrichment
program for students of all grade
levels,” board member Nick
Melvoin said. “We need to do more
than just prepare students for the
next school year academically. I’m
excited that we’re also providing a
wide variety of in-person and virtual enrichment opportunities, including the first-ever districtwide summer camp program for our kids to
play outdoors, have fun with
friends and begin healing from the
trauma of the past year.”
For
information,
visit
achieve.lausd.net/summer2021opp
ortunities.

After a year of building anticipation, Major League Soccer
announced that the 2021 MLS AllStar Game presented by Target will
see the MLS All-Stars face off
against the LIGA MX All-Stars on
Wednesday, Aug. 25, at Banc of
California Stadium in Los Angeles.
For the first time ever, two rival
leagues will go head-to-head in an
unprecedented matchup that will
be the showpiece event of the summer, as the entire soccer community unites to celebrate the sport and
soccer culture in North America.
The match will be broadcast in
the U.S. on FS1 and Univision, in
Canada on TSN and TVA Sports,
on ESPN throughout Mexico and
Latin America, and in more than
190 countries and territories
around the world.
“Fans have been looking forward to this historic matchup for
more than a year, and we have no
doubt the 2021 MLS All-Star
Game presented by Target will
prove to be worth the wait,” MLS
Commissioner Don Garber said.
“A game of this magnitude in Los
Angeles, played in front of incredible fans in one of the greatest soccer stadiums in global soccer, is
unlike anything our sport has seen.
This event is a perfect expression
of the groundbreaking partnership
that continues to build between
MLS and LIGA MX.”
The 2021 MLS All-Star Game is
the latest piece of the partnership
between MLS and LIGA MX,
which also includes major events
on the soccer calendar such as
Leagues Cup and Campeones Cup.
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Los Angeles Football Club will host the MLS All-Star game in August.

“LIGA MX is proud to be part of
the 2021 MLS All-Star Game,”
LIGA MX Executive President
Mikel Arriola said. “This is going
to be an intense match in a fantastic
setting and world-class stadium in
Los Angeles, a city that has a deep
connection to our country, league,
players and fans. The 2021 All-Star
Game is another step in the partnership we have established
between two of the best leagues in
the world, and it will only intensify
the rivalry between MLS and
LIGA MX and is an important part
of the internationalization project
of our League to reach more audiences beyond Mexico. We are
looking forward to playing for the
supporters of LIGA MX and giving
soccer fans around the world a

“Fans have been looking
forward to this historic
matchup for more than a
year, and we have no
doubt the 2021 MLS
All-Star Game will prove
to be worth the wait.”
- Don Garber
MLS Commissioner
match they will never forget.”
MLS All-Star Game tickets go
on sale on Thursday, July 14, and
more information about the MLS
All-Star schedule of events will be
announced in the coming weeks.
For information, visit mlssoccer.com/allstar.
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NHM, other museums still require face masks
The Natural History Museum of
Los Angeles County, California
African American Museum and
California Science Center, all located in Exposition Park, announced on
June 15 that they will continue to
require visitors to wear masks
indoors.
Despite the state of California and
Los Angeles County loosening
restrictions on wearing face coverings in public for those who are fully
vaccinated, masks will still be
required indoors at the museums for
the safety of all visitors. Los Angeles
County Department of Public Health
guidelines stipulate that businesses
can individually determine their own
mask use policies.
“The health and safety of our visitors and staff remains our number

one priority. While Los Angeles is
moving closer to community immunity, we cannot forget our vulnerable
populations, including our youngest
visitors – those 11 and under – who
are not yet eligible to receive the
vaccine,” read a joint statement
issued by the three museums. “It is
important to us not only to help keep
our community safe, but to help
ensure that parents feel safe bringing
their children to our museums. For
this reason, we join together in continuing to require [that] all visitors
ages 2 and up, vaccinated or not,
wear masks at all times when
indoors.”
The Natural History Museums of
Los Angeles County include the
Natural History Museum, located at
900 Exposition Blvd., as well as the

photo courtesy of Hollywood Temple Beth El

Hollywood Temple Beth El is offering small in-person services, as well as
virtual programming.

Hollywood Temple Beth El holds
services online and in person
Hollywood Temple Beth El is
holding small services in person and
is making them available for viewing
online.
The services are held on Saturday
mornings from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Chairs are arranged in the temple’s
lobby, sufficiently distanced per the
county’s current health and safety
guidelines. Fresh air is provided for
ventilation and participants are asked
to continue to wear masks until the
county relaxes restrictions. The tem-

ple also requests that attendees be
vaccinated against COVID-19.
The services are led by Norbert
Weinberg, senior rabbi at Hollywood
Temple Beth El, 1317 N. Crescent
Heights Blvd. The services are also
live streamed on zoom for members,
and simultaneously on Facebook and
YouTube for public viewing.
For
information,
visit
facebook.com/htbel/live
and
youtube.com/channel/UCUIqJSPikc
nCs0-7vD2PWww.
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The She Angels Foundation recently celebrated its first anniversary.

Foundation supports female
entrepreneurs and nonprofits

One year ago, two female
entrepreneurs joined forces to
address the gap in funding and
other resources for women’s ventures, particularly those that support and empower women and
girls.
Twelve months later, philanthropist
Catherine
CurryWilliams and media entrepreneur
Catherine Gray, together with

their membership, have funded
nearly a dozen female-founded
nonprofits through the She
Angels Foundation. The organization recently celebrated its
accomplishments.
The She Angels Foundation
pools funds raised through its
membership and awards annual
grants. For information, visit
sheangelsfoundation.org.

La Brea Tar Pits and Museum at
5801 Wilshire Blvd. and the William
S. Hart Museum at 24151 Newhall
Ave. in Newhall. The California
African American Museum is located at 600 State Drive, in Exposition
Park, and the California Science
Center is located at 700 Exposition
Park Drive. For information, visit
nhm.org, caamuseum.org and californiasciencecenter.org.
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Visitors will be required to wear masks as a public safety measure.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission
will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

Citywide, West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

Proposed amendment to Title 19, West Hollywood
Zoning Ordinance, West Hollywood Municipal Code,
regulations for billboard signs located outside of the
Sunset Specific Plan area, West Hollywood, California.

PERMIT(S):

Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, July 1, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.
Given the local, state and nation state of emergency,
this meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with
detailed instructions for participation included on the
posted agenda).

ZONES:

Citywide

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:

Categorically exempt from the provisions of the
Caliornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pur
suant to Section §15061 (Review for Exemption).

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and state of emergency, City Hall is currently closed. The staff report will be available on Thursday, June 24, 2021
on-line at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only
those issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in
this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood
Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department
at, or prior to, the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer
for the hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to
the Office of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the
meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing
to express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER
INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Bryan Eck, Senior Planner in the
Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email
at: beck@weho.org
Melissa Crowder, Acting City Clerk

$" !   !  .
      !!  "   : 323-8486826.
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Recall sees support, criticism locally
From page 1

a seat at your table and you won’t
talk to us.’”
Cohen added that Raman and her
staff should not act just in the interest of her base, but should reach
across to supporters of Raman’s
opponent and predecessor, former
Councilman David Ryu, to bring
the community together.
“We feel an effective leader
would have been making inroads
and bridges to bring this together,
and it’s all about safety, all about
security in this district, and preserving some of the most cherished
neighborhoods in all of Los
Angeles, which Raman seems bent
on changing to create housing,”
Cohen said.
Cohen and her fellow supporters
will have to gather signatures from
15% of the voters in Council
District 4 – meaning they’ll need
approximately 28,000 signatures –
for the recall to go to the voters.
They’ll have four months, likely
beginning in July, to gather the signatures.
“I love that we are given that
much time because there are some
people who are concerned about

Mrs. Raman and want to give her
some more time, and this will give
them more time to see before they
sign,” Cohen said. “That’s one reason why it’s four months. It gives
her more time to perform in her job,
and we will watch and see how she
responds.”
If the recall supporters meet their
signature threshold in the allotted
four months, the Los Angeles City
Council will schedule the election
sometime this winter. Cohen said
that if all goes according to plan, the
special election will likely be
“either April or May of next year.”
It could take place close to or simultaneous with another recall election, as a similar effort is underway
to recall Councilman Mike Bonin,
11th District.
On Twitter, Bonin called the recall
effort “an extravagant waste of taxpayer money” and said the efforts
are an attempt to target “progressive
officials” and prevent “real solutions
to our homelessness crisis.”
Cohen argued that the effort to
unseat Raman is not personal, but
instead based on policy and effectiveness in office.

King Tut exhibit breaks
records at LACMA

A photograph in the June 15, 1978, issue of the Park Labrea News
showed one of the main pieces from the “Treasures of Tutankhamun”
exhibit at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. The blockbuster
exhibit ran from February through June that year and was the highest
attended art exhibit ever held in Los Angeles at the time, according
to the accompanying article. Approximately 1.3 million people saw
the “Treasures of Tutankhamun” exhibit at LACMA, and nearly 4.5
million visited museums around the country while the exhibit was on
a four-year tour during the late 1970s. Years later, LACMA hosted
“Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs,” another exhibit
of Egyptian artifacts that was on display in 2005. The museum is currently open and tickets are available. To comply with mandatory
capacity restrictions, tickets are released in two-week blocks.
Member tickets are released on alternate Wednesdays and public
tickets are made available on alternate Thursdays, starting at 10 a.m.
For information, visit lacma.org.

“There are lots of us who think
Nithya is a lovely person, but we do
think that she’s already done some
damage in the district that could be
very hard to turn back, and that
could continue in the months forward, but we appreciate the legal
process that’s set before us,” Cohen
said.
Raman was not made available
for an interview, but in response to
the recall, she issued a statement
inviting “the organizers of this
recall to work with me on making it
an even better place to live, work
and raise our children.”
“I’m really focused on the broad
progressive agenda that got so
many voters in the district excited
about my campaign: effectively
moving people from the streets into
housing, protecting tenants, supporting small businesses, fighting
climate change and improving our
city’s response and engagement on
the needs of all of CD4’s constituents,” she said.
Raman added that during her
“brief time … in office, I’m proud
of the work my team has done.”
“We’ve enabled systematic outreach and connections to housing
for dozens of encampments that
had long been neglected,” she said.
“We’ve introduced and passed legislation to better protect vulnerable
tenants from harassment, to support small businesses and to
improve
our
homelessness
response. We’ve successfully
advocated for a budget that
restores funding and full staffing
for Rec and Parks and that funds
mental health services and alternative crisis response for the district.
And we’ve worked with constituents in every single neighborhood of the 4th District to effectively address their concerns.”
Raman supporters highlight her
success on those topics as reasons
for their continued support.
Louis Abramson, who serves on
the
Central
Hollywood
Neighborhood Council and chairs
its Homelessness Committee, noted
that “it’s only been six months”
since Raman’s election.
“From where I sit, all indications
are she’s trying to fulfill the promises she made … I think the voters
spoke, they spoke by a fair margin,
and we should let Councilmember
Raman do her job as opposed to trying to recall her right now,” he said.
Hollywood resident Ethan
Higuera also noted that Raman had
not had a great deal of time to settle
into her role as councilwoman.
“I didn’t support David Ryu
[when he was first elected in 2015],
but working with him after that, we
built a relationship,” Higuera said.
“Given that we’re only six months
in … she’s worked with us, she’s
communicating with us, it seems
like we’re off to a good start. I don’t
have any intention to support a
recall effort right now. I think it’s
too early.”
Gary Gilbert, who serves on the
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood
Council and Windsor Square
Association, also thinks Raman
hasn’t been given enough time to do
her job and added that “this recall
attempt is wrong, plain and simple.”
He also disputed CD4 for CD4’s
attempt to criticize Raman for associating with the DSA-LA.
“Trying to paint her as a
Communist is Tea Party-level dogwhistle nonsense,” Gilbert said in
an email. “To me, not just this
recall, but Cohen’s continuing use
of her own newspaper to push her

photo courtesy of Councilman Paul Koretz’s office

A rainbow halo, which projects rainbow colors when sunlight shines
through it, was installed on a traffic signal at Olympic Boulevard and
Overland Avenue to commemorate a 32-year-old woman who was
killed in a collision in February.

Halo installation expedited
by Councilman Koretz

From page 6

section where Munoz was killed,
and a plaque explaining the significance of the rainbow halos has
also been fastened to the pole.
The councilman supports tougher
laws to address speeding and
street racing, including reducing
speed limits on some streets, his
spokeswoman Alison Simard
said. Assembly Bill 3, authored
by Assemblyman Vince Fong (RKern County), will increase criminal penalties for street racing and
exhibition of speed. Assembly
Bill
43,
authored
by
Assemblywoman
Laura
Friedman (D-Glendale), will give
city governments greater control
over setting speed limits, which
are currently established by the
state. Both bills are pending in the
state Legislature.
LAODT spokesman Colin
personal agenda is unfortunate …
Nithya was very clear on her website who she was and what she
believed in, and more people voted
for her than voted for any [council]
candidate in the history of this city,
so maybe we should respect the will
of the voters and give their candidate a chance to do what she was
elected to do?” Gilbert said.
Some in the community, however, claim Raman has had enough
time, and six months is long enough
to show that the issues that exist
now could persist through a full
term in office.
Cindy Chvatal-Keane, president
of the Hancock Park Homeowners
Association, said her organization
also does not take political stances,
though she noted that the HOA and
neighbors have had trouble getting
in touch with Raman’s office,
which she described as “frustrating.”
“I understand COVID and everything else, but there was a lack of
acceptable communication with the
office,” Chvatal-Keane said.
Cliff Lord, who also serves on
the Hancock Park HOA, noted that
in his HOA role, he is not taking a
stance. As a private citizen, however, he supports the recall. He called
Raman “an ideologue who is not a

Sweeney said the department
supports AB 43 and greater control over speed limits. He said the
LADOT works with Southern
California Families for Safe
Streets to identify families who
may wish to have a rainbow halo
installed for a lost loved one.
Lynch added that it is important
to change laws to make roadways
safer, and reiterated the message
that safety is the individual
responsibility of every driver.
“Safety has to be the No. 1 priority,” she said. “The biggest
thing is prevention.”
Approximately 100 rainbow
halos have already been created
and plans call for them to be
installed citywide. For information on commemorating a victim,
email socalsafestreets@losangeleswalks.org.
problem solver and who needs to be
removed because she represents a
clear and present danger” to the
city.
“In the process of [focusing on
homelessness], she’s neglected people who live in her district, who
own homes, who pay taxes and
who also need the assistance of the
council office,” Lord said. “When
you see the ideology overtake the
nuts and bolts of governing, it’s
concerning.”
Other prominent community
members are staying out of the fracas. Steve Kramer, president of the
Greater Miracle Mile Chamber of
Commerce, said his organization
stays out of political issues, but he
questioned the use of the “recall
mechanism,” which he said is “getting a little overused.”
“It seems people are getting
knee-jerk,” Kramer said. “We have
an election to elect somebody to
serve their term, then you vote them
out if you want. To me, it’s beginning to look like a circus, and that’s
not a comment, yea or nay. To me,
it defeats the purpose of elections.
How long has she been in office, six
months? People have to be given a
chance – absent some horrific kind
of conduct, which is not the issue
here.”
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WeHo celebrates with art during Pride

From page 1
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West Hollywood City Council members helped unveil a Pride-themed
mural at Starbucks on Santa Monica Boulevard on June 10.

invites participants to record their
own narrative; “Pride Publics:
Words and Actions,” an outdoor art
exhibition at 687 Robertson Blvd.;
“Shaped By Sylvester: Tiki Spills
the Tea,” a podcast that explores
how a friendship changed the life of
a previous West Hollywood resident; and the West Hollywood Pride
Play Reading Festival on June 26
and 27.
Che said the public’s response
to the arts festival has been “really good” thus far. He said
COVID-19 restrictions have
shown organizers that there are
benefits to hosting online and virtual events.
“We can reach people from all
over the country,” Che said. “That’s
been really great to see.”
Councilman John Erickson said
the virtual programming is “integral” to West Hollywood continuing to be a leader in the arts, while
also allowing residents a safe way
to celebrate Pride.
“One City One Pride is a proud
feather in the city of West
Hollywood’s proverbial hat,” he said.
One City One Pride began on
May 22 and runs through the end of

June. For additional information,
call (323)848-6377 or visit
pride.weho.org. To view archived
events,
visit
youtube.com/wehoarts.
On a related note, the West
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce
and the city will promote Pridefocused activities at businesses and
organizations through “Pride Lives
Here,” which runs from June 25 to

27.
One such event is the 14th
Annual Pride Party on the
Kimpton La Peer Hotel rooftop
from 2 to 6 p.m. on June 27, when
businesses are invited to decorate
their storefronts like floats in a
parade.
For additional information, call
(323)650-2688 or visit wehochamber.com/wehopride.html.

Police crack down on street takeover groups

From page 1

Task Force, which operates out of
the West Traffic and Central
Traffic divisions, had been monitoring the group for weeks. The
riders frequently showed up on
Sundays, but also were active during other days of the week,
authorities said. Police did not
disclose the date of the arrests,
but said they occurred after the
Street Racing Task Force recently
monitored the group’s movement
from
the
Mid-City
and
Hollywood areas toward downtown. Officers from the LAPD’s
Wilshire, Hollywood, Northeast

photo by Ashly Covington

and Central divisions received
calls about the group’s reckless
behavior, police said.
Street Racing Task Force personnel tracked the group to a location in the Hollenbeck Division
near 7th Street and Mission Road.
Patrol cars blocked the cyclists in a
cul de sac and some members of
the group, which police said numbered in the hundreds, allegedly
began threatening officers. While
officers waited for more personnel
to arrive, some of the motorcyclists forced open a fence and fled
through a maintenance yard, and

then broke down a fence along the
Golden State (5) Freeway and
headed north. A majority of the
suspects got away, but the six
unidentified men were arrested,
police added. Some of the suspects
who fled left their dirt bikes at the
scene. Police also recovered a
handgun in a backpack that had
been left behind.
Authorities said the Street
Racing Task Force will continue to
monitor the group.
People are encouraged to call 911
if they see the motorcyclists taking
over streets.

Raman seeks to create more affordable housing
Los
Angeles
City
Councilwoman Nithya Raman,
4th District, introduced three
motions on June 15 to support the
building of affordable housing and
permanent supportive housing in
the district and across the city.
The first two motions instruct
the city administrative officer to
review city-owned lots at 1905
N. Highland Ave. in Hollywood
and 728 S. Cochran Ave. in the
Miracle Mile as potential sites
for permanent supportive housing development – projects with
built-in supportive services and

100% of units dedicated for
people experiencing homelessness – or for 100% affordable
housing. The lot in Hollywood
is currently vacant, and the
location in the Miracle Mile is a
parking lot.
“Exploring a possible site for
supportive or affordable housing
is just the first step in a long
process toward getting a project
built,” Raman said. “I’m very
excited to work with city departments, builders, community organizations and residents to make
sure these developments are assets

to their communities and to the
whole district.”
Raman also introduced a
motion to instruct the Department
of City Planning and other city
departments to produce a strategic
plan to streamline 100% deedrestricted affordable developments in Los Angeles.
The motion instructs the city’s
departments to consider strategies
such as shorter appeal and review
periods, prioritization of 100%
affordable projects in the housing
pipeline, and use of an administrative review process.

WeHo observes Juneteenth with panel discussion

The city of West Hollywood and
Dignity and Power Now will present
a virtual panel discussion about
racial injustice on Saturday, June 19,
at noon, in recognition of Juneteenth,
which commemorates the end of
slavery in the United States.
On June 16, the U.S. House of
Representatives approved legislation that would make June 19 a federal holiday recognizing the end of
slavery. The bill was previously
approved by the U.S. Senate and
has now been sent to President Joe

Biden for his signature.
Juneteenth is observed on June 19
each year. On June 19, 1865, more
than two years after the signing of
the Emancipation Proclamation,
that news reached Texas and orders
were read in Galveston that all previously enslaved people in Texas
were free. Juneteenth is not only a
reminder of a painful chapter in
American history, but it also serves
as an opportunity for people to
recommit to combat all forms of
modern-day slavery, human traf-

ficking, and racial injustice.
“So many Black lives are lost too
soon to violence. Juneteenth was
first marked as a holiday more than
150 years ago. In 2021, racial injustice, systemic racism and police
brutality are still day-to-day realities in our nation,” West Hollywood
Mayor Lindsey Horvath said. “We
must continue to ask difficult questions and we must commit to work
for systemic change.”
For information, call (323)8486333, or visit weho.org.

Women in Media wants more female representation in Hollywood.

Program helps women
establish showbiz careers
From page 1

pleased to help make sure that
“constituencies across the spectrum
of the city” are represented in the
industry.
“Women are clearly an enormous
component of that, and when we
saw the numbers of that, we saw it
was a natural fit,” Sokoloff said.
Allison Vanore, secretary-treasurer of WIM, and Tema Staig,
WIM’s executive director, praised
the Television City team for helping
with their mission and “realizing
how important it is” for women to
have a chance to work in these
behind-the-scenes roles that provide a solid income.
“We’re giving all these women
the ability to get training from people at the top of their game, on
stages where the biggest movies
and TV shows are being shot,”
Vanore said. “They’ll have the
knowledge and the skills, and that
will result in them being comfortable going into these jobs and
working among the rest of the crew.
It’s going to make a huge impact on
all of these women.”
Vanore and Staig noted that many
of these jobs are hard for women to
procure, not only because they’re
sometimes passed from generation
to generation of a family – often
primarily for men – but also due to
sexism and gender-related issues.
Sexual harassment is a problem
with these careers, Staig noted, and
it’s only exacerbated by the low
numbers of women.
“If you’re the only woman on set
or in your department, it’s a lonely
place, and sometimes it can be quite
hostile, and that’s something we
want to remove,” she said.
Staig added that “things are
beginning to improve, but there’s a

long way to go.” This program,
through training women and allowing WIM to help them get hired,
takes things beyond “lip service,”
Staig said.
“We have to make it possible to
hire more women,” she said.
“Women are as hardworking as
anyone else. We want to make sure
that our members are the most qualified people on the planet and that
they have the energy and the excitement to do the job.”
Phan said that while the program
is “only the first stepping stone for
us moving in the right direction,” it
is progress that can lay a path for
future accomplishments.
“I have bigger visions of this program where we’d like to offer it in
various other locations we have in
the studio platform, but obviously,
we’re very much looking forward
to the success of this specific program because it’s the first one,” she
said. “I think we’ll make a large
impact with what we can achieve
with this first one, and we’re looking forward to seeing how this
expands our whole entire platform.”
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COMPUTER
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Diss c Doc
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Computerr Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman
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TheDiskDoc@mac.com
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BUSIN
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HARD
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SALES & INSSTALLA
TA AT
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7769 SANTA
TA
A MONICA
A BL.

WEST
T HOL
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YWOOD

(323)24
48-0840
www.tash
tash
hmans com
hmans.com

NEWSP
PA
APERS

Looking for an experienced offfice assistant to join our team! The Beverly Press
and Park Labrea News are well-established wee
weekly
ekly newspapers covering
hard news for Beverly Hills, West
Hollywood, the Miracle Mile and
Beverly Groove areas of Los Angeles.
Administratiive assistant duties include
letters, emaiils, filing, light bookkeeping,
mailing listss/mail merge. General assistant to the publishers. Compensation
negotiable. Email resume to
michael@beeverlypress.com

Sincee 1961

Family Owneed & Operated

UPHOLSTERY

WEBSITE DESIG
GN

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY
RY
Y & DRAPER
RY
Y
l
ffordable
Aff
s
e
ic
r
P

C
cial & Residential
Commer
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Re
eplace Feather Proof Lining
B
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
D aperies & Roman Shades
Dr
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
C Rosie for FREE Estimate
Call
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.ccom

DOG W
WA
ALKER
COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER
• Leash Manner Tra
raining
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
rainer
AKC Good Citizen Tra

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on Yo
YouTTuube!

FOR LEASE
APT FOR LEASE:

Large 2 BDS, 1BA,
2828 W. Third St.,
Los Angeles.
$2300./month
+ security deposit.
Visit us at:
L M o e ties.com
L-Mproperties
co
for photos and details
d
or call (213) 388
8-9081.

Crosswoord Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Acro
oss

Spices • Blooms
Baskets
Special Occasion Flowers
Signature Spice
Coastal Mediterranean
Bl d
Blend
Fiesta Blend
Steak & Burger Blend
The Italian One
Sunday Supper
emilyjilgco.com
a lifestyle brand

1. Smart dresser
4. Business watchdog for customers
(abbrr.))
7. Massage
10. Cream
12. Wriggly fish
13. “Chicago” star
14. Arrival times, roughly
r
15. Florentine paintting, e.g.
16. Suffficient
17. Tom Cruise film
m
mes
20. Carry to extrem
21. Arm of the Med
diterranean
24. “20,000 Leag
gues” harpooner ___
Land
25. Nasty warrior in "The Lord of the
Rings"
27. Elder
28. Crafty
29. Tom Cruise film
m
32. Concealed onesself
34. “Do ___ say!”
35. Tuskegee U. locale
36. Tom Cruise film, with The
41. Certain GI
42. 911 respondent
43. So untrue!
44. Threefold
47. Kind of test
49. Passed
51. Tom Cruise film

55. Nobel’s nationality
57. Article in Der Spiegel
58. Jodie Foster’s “Little Man ___”
59. Pad ___ (noodle dish)
60 Diaper wearer
60.
61. Celebrated
62. Morse code symbol
63. “Where did ___ wrong?”
64. Mach 1 breaker
Down
1. Eat
2. A hop up the piano
3. Entreated
4. Ernie's roommate
5. Kiss ballad
6. Cordon ___
7. Act of retaliation
8. Web address
9. Wo
Worker in a garden
11. Old Soviet Union
13. Feds
15. Prior to, old-style
16. Trim
18. Baseball’s Blue Moon
19. Singer Simone
22. Actor Alan
23. The Science Guy
26. Skill
27. An heir
29. Excitement
30. Sufffix for Hindu or hero

31. Can
32. AZ native
33. Abuse
36 Half
36.
H lf off D
37. Part of a waste reduction strategy
38. Siberian city
39. Rope loop
40. Place for pins
44. Goodies
45. Many Bob Marley fans
46. Add

48. Calf-length skirt
50. Explosives
52. Himalayan legend
53 Bookstore
53.
B k
sect.
54. Gay Ta
Talese’s “___ the Sons”
55. Most-used edition, abbrr.
56. Reporter’s question
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