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Foundation seeks to save Shoppers returning to Rodeo Drive
parks department jobs
n Beverly Hills sees

n Group pushes back against proposed budget

BY CAMERON KISZLA
The Los Angeles Parks
Foundation is seeking to rally public support for the Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and
Parks, which would have its budget
cut if the proposal from Los
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti is
approved.
While the Department of
Recreation and Parks, which oversees more than 420 parks across the
city, received more than $326 mil-

lion in revenue in fiscal year 201920, the budget appropriation for fiscal year 2021-22 is less than $282
million.
Carolyn Ramsay, executive
director of the Los Angeles Parks
Foundation and former chief of
staff for the late City Councilman
Tom LaBonge, said the proposed
budget cuts could mean the department would have to eliminate
approximately 140 jobs, about 10%
See Parks page 26
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Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti’s proposed budget could mean the loss
of 140 jobs for the Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks.

evidence of
‘reemergence’

BY CAMERON KISZLA
As vaccinations increase and
COVID-19 infections and deaths
decrease, residents and visitors are
returning to a more normal life in
Los Angeles County, and that’s
especially true in Beverly Hills.
“It’s thrilling. It really feels
extremely positive,” Mayor
Robert Wunderlich said. “We’re
thrilled that visitors are back, that
residents are back to patronize our
shops and restaurants. I encourage
everybody to walk our streets.
There’s such a wonderful energy
out there and we’re managing to
do that in a way that we’re adhering to the appropriate COVID
safeguards.”
Wunderlich noted that while
Beverly Hills has handled the economic issues caused by the pandemic better than many other
cities, some businesses and the
city as a whole were impacted by
reduced tax revenue, and the
return of shoppers and hotel
guests will assist the city in its
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Beverly Hills expects Rodeo Drive to continue to thrive post-pandemic.

economic recovery.
“We’re optimistic with this
reemergence,” Wunderlich said.
“We already see the impacts in our
restaurants and our shops and we
can hope that as it continues to be
safe, our hotels will return to normal.”
The reemergence is also taking
place on one of Beverly Hills’

most famous landmarks, Rodeo
Drive, where Mark Tronstein,
principal of the real estate firm
Rodeo Drive Associates and an
executive board member for the
Rodeo Drive Committee, has seen
a “noticeable increase” in shoppers and visitors as the number of
See Shoppers page 27

Fairfax Theater again seeks historic status Broad, contemporary arts
philanthropist, dies at 87

n New details outline

venue’s ties to Jewish
community

n Businessman

BY EDWIN FOLVEN
Newly unearthed history about
the Fairfax Theatre’s ties to the
Jewish community could be the
evidence needed to declare it a historic-cultural monument.
The Los Angeles Cultural
Heritage Commission will consider
an application to nominate the theater for historic status today, May 6,
at 10 a.m. Commissioners are
expected to receive input at a virtual
meeting and decide if the designation process will continue. To view
and participate in public comment at
the meeting, visit planning-lacityorg.zoom.us/j/86905065404#success, and use the meeting ID:
86905065404, and the passcode:
537536.
The effort to obtain historic-cultural status for the former theater
building is somewhat symbolic,
supporters of the application
acknowledged. The building owner
has city approval to build 71 condominiums at the site and those plans
cannot be changed by historic designation. The approvals also

reshaped Los Angeles,
drew praise, criticism

BY JUSTIN SAYERS
Eli Broad, a successful businessman and philanthropist
whose passion for contemporary
art helped reshape downtown Los
Angeles and the Miracle Mile as
a contemporary art capital, died
on Friday, April 30. He was 87.

Broad, who is the only person
to found two Fortune 500 companies, including the Kaufman and
Broad Home Corporation, discovered his passion for art along
with his wife, Edye, after moving
to Los Angeles in 1963. Over the
next five decades, the Broads
donated nearly $1 billion through
the Broad Foundations to the
city’s arts and culture institutions.
Chief among their philanSee Broad page 27
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The marquee and façade of the long-vacant Fairfax Theater are required
to be kept intact if the building is redeveloped.

already require the theater’s marquee, Art Deco façade and tower to
remain intact when the new project
is built.
Save Beverly Fairfax and the Art
Deco Society of Los Angeles want
the city to go on record identifying
the theater’s importance to the community by designating the property
as a cultural-historic monument.
Ultimately, it may also lead to a
plaque or marker being placed at

the site designating the building’s
significance, although that has not
been determined, supporters said.
A previous effort in 2010 to get
the building designated as a historic-cultural monument failed after
the Cultural Heritage Commission
decided the theater’s interior had
been altered significantly and there
was not enough evidence to show it
See Fairfax page 26
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Eli Broad, who along with his wife, Edye, donated $60 million to
LACMA to build the Broad Contemporary Art Museum, died at 87.
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Beverly Hills City Hall reopens
for in-person appointments

CALENDAR
Beverly Hills
Chamber

The Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce is hosting a virtual “Get to
Know Your Chamber” event on
Thursday, May 6, from 9 to 10:30
a.m. New, current and future members can learn about benefits to help
businesses achieve success. members.beverlyhillschamber.com.

Capitol Steps
comedy troupe

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

Beverly Hills City Hall has reopened to the public, allowing in-person appointments with city departments. Virtual services will continue
to be available. Beverly Hills City Council and commission meetings
will still be held virtually until further notice.
The city of Beverly Hills remains committed to the health and safety of employees, residents and visitors, city officials said. Face coverings and symptom monitoring will be required to enter all city facilities, in compliance with Los Angeles County Department of Public
Health protocols. Beverly Hills City Hall is located at 455 N. Rexford
Drive. To make an in-person appointment, call (310)285-2467, or visit
beverlyhills.org/appointments.

WeHo hosts virtual meeting
on Housing Element update
The city of West Hollywood
invites the public to a virtual
Housing Element environmental
impact report scoping meeting on
Tuesday, May 11 at 11 a.m.
The Housing Element, which will
cover an eight-year planning period
from 2021-29, is a policy guide on

Founded 1946
6

8444 WILSHIRE BLV
VD.
4TH FLOOR
BEVERLLY HILLS, CA 90211
9
(323)933-5518
BEVERL
LYPRESS.COM

MAILING ADRESS:
P.O. BOX 36036
LOS ANGELES, CA
A 90036
Michael Villalpando
PUBLISHER
Karren Villalpando
EDITOR & PUBLISHER
Edwin Folven

editor@beverlypress.com

EDITOR

Cameron Kiszla
cameron@beverlypress.com
REPORRTER
Justin Saayyers
justin@beverlypress.com
REPORRTER
Jill We inlein,
Tim Posada,
Rebecca Villalpando,
Emily Jilg
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
The Beverly Press and Park Labrea News are
weekly newspapers, published on Thursdays. Mail
subscription is $120 annually. Decreed newspapers of general circulation, entitled to publish legal
advertising, Feb. 10, 1960 by Superior Court
Order No 736637. Decreed newspapers of general
circulation, entitled to publish legal advertising in
the City of Beverly Hills and the County of Los
Angeles, Dec. 22, 2020 by Superior Court Case
Number 19STCP04891. Government Code 6008.

the availability, affordability and adequacy of housing in the city. It also
helps address housing needs across
the economic and social spectrum.
Cities and counties are required to
update their housing elements every
eight years.
The scoping meeting will include
agencies, stakeholders and the public
in the decision-making process. The
city is seeking a diverse group of residents and community members to
share feedback about what should be
considered in the environmental
review process. The meeting will
include general updates on the
Housing Element and opportunities
for public comment. To register, visit
zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_P3h
CvexZTcWXr22y-QBavg.
For
information,
visit
weho.org/housingelement.

Pet memorial
considered in
West Hollywood

The city of West Hollywood has
a history of supporting measures
that protect animal rights and it has
been recognized as one of the most
pet-friendly municipalities in the
nation.
The West Hollywood City
Council recently directed staff and
the Public Facilities Commission to
evaluate community interest and
the feasibility of establishing a tribute or memorial for pets and companion animals that have died. An
outreach plan has been developed
to collect public input, which
includes a survey and two virtual
outreach meetings to be scheduled
this summer. Outreach meetings
will be posted on the city calendar
at weho.org/calendar.
To take the pet tribute survey,
which is open through May 31,
visit w.eho.city/pettributesurvey.

CaltechLive! presents “Last Laugh,”
an online conversation with Elaina
Newport, cofounder of the
Capitol Steps
comedy troupe,
on
Saturday,
May 8, at 5 p.m.
Newport will
join
Michael
Alexander, public programming director at Caltech,
and former KCRW radio producer
Sarah A. Spitz for a discussion about
the Capitol Steps’ four decades of
political satire. Admission is free, but
reservations are required. events.caltech.edu.

Culinary history

Culinary Historians of Southern
California presents “Booking the
Cooks: Literature and Gastronomy”
with academician, historian and
author Ronald W. Tobin on Saturday,
May 8, 10:30 a.m., via Zoom.
Adopting
a
multidisciplinary
approach called gastro-criticism that
draws upon anthropology, sociology,
semiotics, history and literary studies,
Tobin will explore the role of food,
service, spectacle, diet, ingestion and
digestion in works from Greece,
Rome, Germany, Italy, Spain,
Mexico and the United States.
Admission is free, but reservations
required.
eventbrite.com/e/profronald-tobin-booking-the-cooks-literature-gastrononomy-tickets151408993375.

‘MOMentum Place’

Celebrate Mother’s Day on Sunday,
May 9, at 2 p.m. with “MOMentum
Place,” a virtual performance featuring a fantastical world of aerial and
circus performers, dancers and musi-

cians in the rustic outdoor amphitheater at Will Geer’s Theatricum
Botanicum. Curated by aerialist and
dancer Lexi Pearl, the event will
include circus artist Elena Brocade,
contortionist and acrobat Georgia
Bryan, aerialist and stilt dancer Jena
Carpenter,
ventriloquist
Karl
Herlinger, hand balancer Tyler
Jacobson, stilt walker and acrobat
Aaron
Lyon,
aerialist
Kate
Minwegen, cyr wheel performer
Sarah Moser and Cirque du Soleil
alum
Eric
Newton.
Enjoy
Theatricum’s beautiful outdoor setting from the comfort of home.
Tickets
are
$35.
theatricum.com/momentum-place.

Dia de las Madres

Colibrí Entertainment and the Ford
Theatres are holding “Día de las
Madres,” a virtual mariachi celebration of Mother’s Day, on Saturday,
May 9, at 3:30 p.m. Enjoy a serenata
with the special women in your life
with this look
back at memorable ballads,
boleros
and
rancheras performed at the
Ford. The concert
brings
together innovative artists such as Mariachi Ángeles
de Pepe Martínez Jr., Steeven
Sandoval, Flor de Toloache, Las
Jovencitas,
Marisa
Ronstadt,
Mariachi Femenil Nuevo Tecalitlán,
Ballet Folklorico Ollín and Las
Colibrí. Viewing is free. theford.com.

Catalina Jazz Club
Mother’s Day

Enjoy “A Catalina Tribute to
Mothers” virtual performance at the
Catalina Jazz Club on Sunday, May
9, at 6 p.m. The show, which will be
livestreamed from the nightclub, stars
Grammy Award-winner Jack Jones
and Grammy Award-nominees Freda
Payne and Tierney Sutton, with performances by Kristina Aglinz, Suren
Arustamyan, Lynne Fiddmont, Andy
Langham, Annie Reiner, Dayren
Santamaria and Tyrone Mr.
Superfantastic. The event will be
hosted by Dave Damiani, with
Barbara Morrison. Admission is Free
on Facebook Live and YouTube;
donations encouraged. bit.ly/catalinamothersdaymay9.

Mindful Mondays
at LACMA

Join the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art for an installment of
its
Mindful
Mondays series
on Monday, May
10, from 4 to 5
p.m., via Zoom.
LACMA educators
Elizabeth
Gerber and Alicia
Vogl Saenz will
host a virtual gathering with special
guest Brooke Mellen, founder of
Cultured Forest, an organization promoting inspiring experiences through
art and nature. The program includes
opportunities to share observations
and reflections, and participate in
guided meditation. Admission is free,
but reservations are required.
lacma.org.

TAG Gallery

TAG Gallery is holding exhibitions
by artists Chung-Ping Cheng, Bruce
Sanders, Rhonda C.R. Burton and
Sean Yang from Tuesday, May 11,
through Saturday, June 5. The ‘Los
Angeles Open” exhibit featuring 21
local artists is also on display in the
upstairs Sky Gallery. A reception will
be held on May 15, from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. 5458 Wilshire Blvd. RSVP
requested. taggallery.net.

‘Mr. Simpson’

Theatre Forty is holding a Zoom reading of the new play “Mr. Simpson,”
by Stephen Maitland-Lewis, on
Wednesday, May 12, at 7 p.m., via
Zoom. The cast includes Diana
Angelina, Eric Keitel, Jennifer
Robbins and David Hunt Stafford.
The play follows Ernest Simpson,
who changed the course of history but
is a forgotten man. His life has been
eclipsed by the end of his marriage to
his former wife Wallis Simpson and
her sensational affair with Nazi-leaning King Edward VIII, of England,
who, in 1936, abdicated the throne to
marry the American divorcee. Two
decades later, Simpson, nearing the
end of his life, desperately seeks the
honor and recognition he feels he
deserves for the dignified and patriotic “sacrifice” of his wife that may
have saved Great Britain from an
alliance with Nazi Germany.
Admission is free. theatre40.org.
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OpenBH renewed, may become permanent
n Council supports

outdoor operations
post-pandemic

BY CAMERON KISZLA
The Beverly Hills City Council
on May 4 voted unanimously to
extend the OpenBH program
through the end of the year. The
council also voted to review the
program, which allows retail stores,
salons, restaurants and other businesses to operate on public rightsof-way like sidewalks and in parking spaces, in September, when the
council will consider making

changes to the program, including
potentially making it permanent.
Los Angeles County recently qualified for the Yellow Tier, meaning
bars can open indoors without serving food and museums, movie theaters and other venues can reopen at
full capacity.
“We have all agreed that this is a
very
successful
program,”
Councilman Lester Friedman said.
“It really has helped our business
community get up and going again.”
“This has been a phenomenally
successful program. We tried something and people love it,” Mayor
Robert Wunderlich added.
A total of 114 businesses have

Beverly Hills commission calls
for law limiting plastic cutlery

To reduce plastic waste and
promote a more sustainable
future, the Beverly Hills Public
Works Commission has requested that staff present an ordinance
to the City Council to reduce single-use plastic cutlery at food service establishments.
If passed, the ordinance would
require plastic cutlery such as
forks, knives and spoons to only
be distributed upon customer
request. The change would help
decrease environmental pollution
as well as carbon emissions from
manufacturing and disposal of
plastic cutlery, according to the
commission.

“This ordinance makes it simple for the community to eliminate one stream of single-use
plastics, disposable cutlery, without much effort,” Director of
Public Works Shana Epstein said.
During the next several weeks,
the city will host a series of informational public meetings about
the proposed ordinance. Business
owners and residents are encouraged to participate.
The Public Works Commission
is an advisory body and any ordinance would ultimately need
approval from the Beverly Hills
City Council. For information,
visit beverlyhills.org/cutlery.

received OpenBH permits, though
the number of current participants
is 96, as 18 salons have resumed
indoor operations.
Due to the pandemic, the city has
waived fees for the program, which
utilizes special event permits, and
city staff expected the city to forgo
nearly $1.1 million in fees in 2021.
In addition, parklets, which occupy
parking spaces that would raise revenue for the city using parking
meters, will cost the city nearly
$301,000 in missed meter revenue
this year, staff added. The council
members, however, noted that these
costs, as well as traffic control costs
for installing the parklets and tents
for outdoor dining, are “opportunity
costs” that come with benefits, as
Wunderlich said. Vice Mayor Lili
Bosse agreed that the foregone fees
benefit the city.
“Even though we are having a
loss by the waiving of the fees, the
balance is we’re having much more
success, where restaurants are
buzzing and they’re full,” Bosse
said.
When OpenBH returns for consideration in September, the council
members expressed support for
considering some changes before
the program would be made permanent. For instance, Councilman
John Mirisch noted that when
restaurants are able to return to
100% indoor capacity, the outdoor
areas are essentially an expansion
of the business, and the city might
need to resume levying fees at that
point. He also suggested that something could be done regarding the
designs of the parklets so that they
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OpenBH allowed businesses like retailers and restaurants to operate on
public rights-of-way during the height of the pandemic.

are more uniform in appearance, an
idea that Friedman also discussed.
“I have advocated that we do
something to not only make these
parklets safe, but we do something
to immediately indicate, ‘You’re in
Beverly Hills,’” Mirisch said.
While the particulars are still to
be determined, the council members encouraged interested businesses to apply for OpenBH permits, as they are loved by both the
community and the businesses,
Bosse said.
“We have now created something
that we’ve been longing to do for
many years, which was to create

that sense of vibrancy and a buzz …
This has really made Beverly Hills
even more of a destination location,” Bosse said.
Councilman Julian Gold said the
program is “on so many levels …
better than we could have imagined” and supports OpenBH
becoming a permanent part of
Beverly Hills.
“Not only is it good for our
restaurants and our business in this
time frame, I expect as we recover
from this, this wanting to be outside
– look at where we live. Why
wouldn’t you want to be outside?”
Gold said.
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Woman faces robbery charges Conspiracy unraveled in theft of Lady Gaga’s dogs
for allegedly stealing necklace
By edwin folven

The Beverly Hills Police
Department has arrested one of
two female suspects wanted for
an alleged strong-arm robbery on
April 26 near the corner of Lasky
and Moreno drives.
Two female juvenile victims
called police at approximately
4:20 p.m. and told officers that
two female suspects stole a gold
necklace and attempted to steal a
cell phone from them. The suspects fled with the necklace.
Police said no weapons were used
during the robbery.
The suspects’ vehicle was identified and after extensive investigation by BHPD detectives and

the Crime Impact Team, one of
the suspects was arrested on April
29 in the city of Compton. The
suspect, Chakyra Sanford, 20,
was charged with robbery and
released on $50,000 bail.
Detectives also served a search
warrant for the suspect’s car and
home and recovered the necklace.
Police are seeking leads to help
identify the second suspect.
Anyone with information is
encouraged to call the BHPD at
(310)285-2125. To remain
anonymous, text BEVHILLSPD
followed by the tip information to
888777, or visit lacrimestoppers.org.

Double homicide at strip mall
remains under investigation
By edwin folven

Two men were killed and a
woman was injured in a shooting
early on May 3 in the Wilshire
Division.
Investigators from the Los
Angeles Police Department’s West
Bureau Homicide Unit are investigating the case, which remained
unsolved as of Wednesday morning.
The shooting occurred at approximately 1 a.m. in a strip mall parking lot at the northwest corner of
Crenshaw and Washington boulevards. Officers responded to calls
about gunshots and found one victim seated in a vehicle and another
man lying on the pavement in the
parking lot. Both men had sustained multiple gunshot wounds
and were unresponsive, police said.
Paramedics pronounced the men
dead at the scene.
The female victim was found
inside a vehicle and is believed to
have been a bystander accidentally
struck by the gunfire. She suffered
a gunshot wound to the leg, was

taken to the hospital and is expected
to survive, police said.
Detectives have not released a
motive for the shooting. News camera footage taken after the incident
and posted online shows a handgun
near the victim lying on the pavement, and the other victim seated in
the driver’s seat of a red car in the
parking lot. The Los Angeles
County Department of Medical
Examiner-Coroner identified the
decedents as Marlon Carrillo, 44,
and Ruben Vasquez, 26, both of
Los Angeles.
Investigators with the West
Bureau Homicide Unit declined to
comment further. No information
was provided about any potential
suspects.
A 7-Eleven that was open at the
time of the shooting is located in
the strip mall where the shooting
occurred. Police are seeking tips.
Anyone who may have witnessed
the crime or has information is
urged to call investigators at
(213)382-9470. During weekends
and off-hours, call the LAPD’s 24hour hotline at (877)LAPD247.

Tips needed in hit-and-run
that injured elderly man
By edwin folven
Investigators hope a tip will lead
to a driver who struck and severely
injured a 78-year-old man on April
30 in east Hollywood.
The pedestrian was crossing
Lexington Avenue at Vermont
Avenue when he was hit by a vehicle that allegedly failed to stop for a
red light. The victim was in a crosswalk when he was struck by a vehicle, which police described as a
2010-15 dark-colored Mazda CX7. The vehicle was traveling west
on Lexington Avenue. Detectives
canvassed the neighborhood and
found a security camera that captured the collision. Police released
an enhanced image of the vehicle,
although the vehicle appears blurry.
Video of the traffic collision has
been posted on the Central Traffic
Division’s YouTube account and
can be viewed by visiting
youtube.com/watch?v=zNoDjrw5
W-M.
Detective Juan Mendoza, of the
Los Angeles Police Department’s
Central Traffic Division, said investigators are actively searching for
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A blurry image released by detectives shows the vehicle allegedly
involved in the hit-and-run collision. Police believe it is a 2010-15
Mazda CX-7.

the driver. He said the victim
remains hospitalized in stable condition, but faces a long recovery.
Police hope someone may have
witnessed the collision or has further information that will lead to the
driver. The city of Los Angeles
offers a $50,000 reward for information that leads to an arrest and
conviction in fatal and injury hitand-run cases.
Anyone with information is
asked to contact Mendoza at
(213)833-3713, or email him at
32010@lapd.online.

Five people have been arrested
and charged with multiple felonies
in connection with the shooting of
pop star Lady Gaga’s dogwalker
and the theft of her prized French
bulldogs in February.
The defendants are due back in
court on May 11.
Three men face attempted murder, robbery and conspiracy
charges. Two others, a man and a
woman, were charged with being
accessories to the crime after the
fact.
The primary defendants – James
Howard Jackson, 18; Jaylin
Keyshawn White, 19; and Lafayette
Shon Whaley, 27 – were charged
with one count each of attempted
murder, conspiracy to commit robbery and second-degree robbery.
They are accused of robbing the pop
star’s dog walker, Ryan Fischer, as
he walked the dogs on Sierra Bonita
Avenue near Sunset Boulevard on
Feb. 24.
Police said the robbery was committed by three men who pulled up
in a white car and confronted
Fischer, who attempted to fight off
the assailants and was shot. Fischer
was hospitalized but has been
released and is recovering.
Prosecutors allege Jackson was
the gunman who shot Fischer. He
also faces one count each of assault
with a semiautomatic firearm and
being a felon carrying a concealed
firearm in a vehicle.
White also faces one count of
assault by means of force likely to
produce great bodily injury for

allegedly attacking and robbing
Fischer. Whaley is alleged to have
been the driver.
“This was a brazen street crime
that left a man seriously wounded,”
Los Angeles County District
Attorney George Gascón said in a
statement. “We have alleged very
serious charges in this case and have
faith that justice will be appropriately served as this case unfolds in
court.”
The two other defendants –
Harold White, 40, and Jennifer
McBride, 50 – were charged with
one count each of accessory after
the fact. The elder White, who is
defendant Jaylin White’s father, was
also charged with one count of possession of a firearm. He has a previous conviction for assault with a
firearm, according to the criminal
complaint.
McBride,
who
authorities
described as Harold White’s girlfriend, faces one count of receiving
stolen property. She allegedly
turned the dogs in at the Los
Angeles Police Department’s
Olympic Division on Feb. 26 and
claimed she had found them tied to
a pole, police said. Authorities did
not disclose where the defendant
allegedly said she found the dogs,
but claimed she inquired about a
$500,000 reward offered by Lady
Gaga. The criminal complaint
alleges
McBride
knowingly
received stolen property, and she
and Harold White knew about the
robbery and tried to conceal it from
authorities.
The criminal complaint further
alleges that Jackson, Whaley and

photo courtesy of Ryan Fischer’s Instagram
account

Lady Gaga’s dog walker Ryan
Fisher was shown in a social
media posting with the French bulldogs, Koji and Gustav.

Jaylin White drove around the San
Fernando Valley, West Hollywood
and Hollywood on Feb. 24 looking
for people walking French bulldogs.
When they found Fischer walking
the dogs on Sunset Boulevard, they
allegedly followed him and waited
until he walked to a more secluded
area before committing the robbery,
the criminal complaint alleges.
Authorities believe the defendants
did not know who owned the dogs,
and targeted Fischer because they
believed the dogs he was walking
were valuable.
Jackson, Whaley and Jaylin
White have previous felony convictions, according to the criminal
complaint. Jackson has two previous convictions for robbery. White
and Whaley have previous convictions for making criminal threats.
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Mixed-use project proposed for Wilshire and Highland
n Plan includes green

space to be available to
neighborhood

BY CAMERON KISZLA
A strip mall containing El Pollo
Loco and Fatburger at the northwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard
and Highland Avenue could soon
be torn down to create room for a
242-unit mixed-use project.
The project, proposed by Santa
Fe Springs-based Pacific Springs
LLC, would create “much-needed
mixed-income housing within 0.3
miles of the Purple Line
[Wilshire/La Brea] Station,” said
Kimberly Paperin, director of multifamily development for Pacific
Springs, in a statement.
“We’ve directed our architects to
design a timeless building that will

remain ahead of its time a decade
into the future. The new residential
community is being thoughtfully
designed with both future residents
and the surrounding community in
mind,” Paperin said.
Because of the proximity to the
Purple Line Station, the eight-story
project is seeking approval under
the Transit Oriented Communities
Incentive Program, which encourages the building of affordable
housing units near transit centers in
exchange for incentives such as
density increases and parking
reductions. Of the project’s 242
units, 25 are expected to be affordable.
Pacific Springs, the “longtime
owners of the property at the northwest corner of Wilshire and
Highland” plan to include nearly
11,000 square feet of ground-floor
commercial space in the 282,000-

rendering courtesy of Pacific Springs LLC

A mixed-use building proposed for the corner of Wilshire Boulevard and
Highland Avenue would feature ground-floor commercial space.

Small Business Administration
offers initiative for restaurant aid
The U.S. Small Business
Administration announced on April
22 the first round of technology
partners participating in a new initiative
for
the
Restaurant
Revitalization Fund – a program
that will allow eligible restaurants
and other food establishments to
access the RRF application or data
they need to fill out the application
through their trusted point-of-sale
service providers. SBA is proud to
announce partnerships with Clover,
NCR Corporation, Square and Toast
in this groundbreaking effort to provide a customer-centric approach to
the delivery of relief funds.
“The SBA is partnering with
point-of-sale providers to leverage
technology to better reach the
smallest businesses that need our
help the most. This collaboration is
just one example of the many innovative and creative ways we’re connecting with entrepreneurs in the
hardest-hit and underserved communities,” SBA Administrator
Isabella Casillas Guzman said.
“The SBA must be as entrepreneurial as the entrepreneurs we serve.
These partnerships enable us to
meet small businesses where they
are, instead of waiting for them to
come to us.”
Under Guzman’s leadership, the
SBA is prioritizing inclusion and
equity in its programs as outlined
by Congress. As small business
entrepreneurs have been asked to
pivot and adapt to the new COVID19 marketplace, the SBA is doing
the same and ensuring it provides
equitable distribution of funds and
easier access to disaster relief pro-

grams.
“As restaurant sellers prepare for
reopening, we’re working with the
SBA to provide them with the tools
and services they need to rebuild,”
said Bruce Bell, head of Square for
Restaurants. “We’re honored to
partner with the SBA in this important initiative, as we continue to
support our sellers on the challenging road ahead.”
Once the SBA announces when
applications will be accepted, qualifying restaurants will be able to
work directly with their point-ofsale service providers to help them
apply for the RRF. Each point-ofsale partner is helping in different
ways – from providing a fully integrated application experience, to
building pre-packaged point-of-sale
documentation, to holding interactive webinars. In all cases, these
partnerships allow for thousands of
restaurant owners to accelerate their
application submission process.
“By working alongside the SBA,
we are expediting the Restaurant
Revitalization Fund application
process for restaurants using Clover
or Fiserv technology, facilitating
faster access to much-needed capital so they can continue to serve
customers and their communities,”
said Jeff Dickerson, head of Clover
from Fiserv. “We are proud to do
our part to support a critical initiative that will aid restaurant reopening and do so with a focus on revitalizing women-owned, veteranowned and minority-owned restaurants.
For
information,
visit
sba.gov/restaurants.

square-foot project, which Paperin
said will “activate the pedestrian
experience along Wilshire with
community-serving retail.”
Paperin also highlighted the benefits for the complex’s residents, as
the building’s design promotes
“sustainability and healthful living,” with amenities like “ample
outdoor space with 18,000 square
feet of common space, as well as
spacious balconies attached to most
units; larger, more usable stair
cores; built-in flexible office niches
designed for in-unit work-fromhome space; touchless controls and
entries and new neighborhood gathering space with the expansion of
the existing greenbelt by 50%.”
“Most importantly, we are committed to integrating this new residential community into the existing
neighborhood, with visual connections into the development from
Wilshire and the greenbelt,”
Paperin added.
The greenbelt will add a half-acre
of more open space to the neighborhood, which already includes the
Mansfield Avenue Park between
South Orange Drive and South
Citrus Avenue. This new greenbelt,
which will be paid for and maintained by the property owners but
will be open to the public, will
“expand the existing OrangeMansfield-Citrus greenbelt by 50%
in length,” Paperin added.
The greenbelt and outreach from
the project team to the four nearby
residents groups – Hancock Park
Homeowners Association, La Brea
Hancock Homeowners Association,
Sycamore Square Neighborhood

photo courtesy of Google Street View

The strip mall at Wilshire Boulevard and Highland Avenue would be
demolished to make way for the new mixed-use building.

Association
and
Brookside
Homeowners Association – has
drawn early praise from local leaders.
The applicant presented to the
Sycamore Square Neighborhood
Association on April 27, said
Conrad Starr, the outgoing president of the SSNA and president of
the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood
Council.
“We had a lot of preliminary
questions. It was the start of the
conversation,” he said. “We’re very
grateful that they came to us with
their plans for our input, and I know
the board members look forward to
continuing the conversation.”
Cindy Chvatal-Keane, president
of the Hancock Park HOA, said her
group also had a “productive conversation” with the project team,
which also agreed to meet with the
four neighborhood groups at one
time for more discussions.
“Everyone is looking forward to
being able to have that collective
conversation,” Chvatal-Keane said.

“I think it’s really important
because of what’s going on in terms
of development … To have a developer willing to sit and work with
the neighborhoods is a good thing.”
Chvatal-Keane also expressed
support for the project’s planned
greenbelt. More questions need to
be addressed – including design
elements, height and privacy concerns – but the green space would
be “a benefit for the entire area,”
Chvatal-Keane said.
“I think anytime we can add
green space to our community, it’s
very important,” she said. “This is a
very big piece of their project. It’s
street to street, Highland to Citrus,
and it’s 75 feet deep. That’s a big
space.”
Chvatal-Keane said the project
team will meet with the four neighborhood groups likely “in the next
month or so,” after which it will be
considered by the GWNC. Starr
said the GWNC meeting has not yet
been scheduled.
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Six vie to replace Kamlager in state Assembly
BY JUSTIN SAYERS
With Assemblywoman Sydney
Kamlager, a Democrat, moving to
the state Senate, voters in West and
South Los Angeles will head to the
polls to select her replacement on
May 18.
Six candidates – five Democrats
and one unaffiliated – are running
for a seat representing the heavily
Democrat-leaning 54th District,
which includes Mid City, as well as
Culver City, Century City,
Inglewood, Westwood and other
parts of West Los Angeles. If none
of the candidates receive more than
50% of the votes, the two top votegetters will head to a runoff on July
20.
The voter registration deadline
has passed. All registered voters
will be mailed a ballot, and voters
are encouraged to safely participate
in the election by returning their
mailed ballot. Voters who need or
prefer to vote in-person will have
that option available, with all voting
locations strictly following public
health and safety guidelines related
to COVID-19. A list of locations
can be found at lavote.net.
The Beverly Press and Park
Labrea News reached out to the
seven candidates about their experience and priorities. Their responses,
some of which have been edited for
length and clarity, are presented in
alphabetical order.
Isaac Bryan (Democrat)
Bryan,
an
educator
at
UCLA and community organizer, said he’s
overcome obstacles throughout
Isaac Bryan
his life, and that

his decision to run was a choice to
give back and help others.
He is one of nine adopted children in a family of 15 and said he
earned a master’s degree despite
failing out of middle school, attending three high schools and supporting himself through college, all
products of what he called broken
child welfare and education systems, and economic inequity.
Bryan,
who
picked
up
Kamlager’s endorsement, has experience as a co-chair of L.A.
County’s successful Measure J
campaign, which funded youth
development, small business support, alternatives to incarcerations
and other community investments.
He is the founder of a think tank at
UCLA dedicated to advancing
racial equity. He also was appointed
by Mayor Eric Garcetti to serve on
the redistricting commission of
L.A. Unified School District.
He said his priorities are equitable recovery from COVID-19,
reimagining the criminal legal system, and social and environmental
justice.
“Social and environmental justice that guarantees our basic rights
– housing, clean air and water, quality, affordable health care for all –
and establishes a Green New Deal
to transition to 100% renewable
energy before the end of this
decade,” he said.
Dallas Fowler (Democrat)
Fowler,
a
longtime political consultant
and nonprofit
leader, said she
hopes her experience in construction and Dallas Fowler
work with fund-

West Hollywood celebrates
Senior Month in May
For more than two decades, the
city of West Hollywood has organized an annual series of activities
to engage its thriving population of
older community members during
Senior Month, celebrated each May.
Throughout the month, the city
will educate and inform the broader
community about the variety of
available older adult programs and
resources that make West
Hollywood an age-friendly city.
Community members are invited to
follow @WehoCares on Facebook
and Twitter to learn about West
Hollywood’s transportation services, food and nutrition resources,
well-being programs and tools to
stay civically engaged.
The month-long effort will spotlight services provided by West
Hollywood’s contracted social service agencies and highlight how
city departments have supported
older adult community members
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Keeping the community aware of
available services for older adults
is a goal of West Hollywood’s
Aging
in
Place/Aging
in
Community Initiative. The community education effort will also
include themes and information
from the United States Department
of Human Services, Administration
for Community Living, which is
promoting “Communities of
Strength.”
As community events continue to
be offered virtually, the city of West

Hollywood is offering free one-onone tech support sessions to help
community members learn basic
Zoom skills. Tech support sessions
start over the phone and switch to
video chat on Zoom. To learn more
and book an appointment, email
recreation@weho.org or call
(323)848-6511.
In addition to one-on-one support, the city’s Recreation Services
Division
recently
launched
Community Connection, “a quarterly guide to thrive at any age.”
The guide is available to everyone
and features information especially
relevant to community members
ages 55 and older. The spring 2021
guide is available and can be read
online at weho.org/services/onlineservices/recreation-online
or
request to receive a copy in the mail
by calling (323)848-6511.
The City of West Hollywood
Senior Advisory Board meeting will
take place virtually on Wednesday,
May 26, at 2 p.m., where issues of
importance to the older adult community will be discussed. Join the
Zoom
meeting
at
zoom.us/j/98868172392, meeting
ID 988 6817 2392, or join audioonly by phone: (669)900-6833.
Tune-in to a livestream of the meeting at youtube.com/wehotv.
For information, visit weho.org/services/social-services/senior-services
and weho.org/aging, or call the city of
West Hollywood’s Social Services
Division at (323)848-6510.

ing housing projects will help her
with her top campaign issue: affordable housing and housing the homeless. She said she’s committed to
bringing 5,000 affordable units to
the district while protecting singlefamily communities.
She began her career in construction, working on more than 20 publicly funded projects, before transitioning into consulting. She has
worked on political campaigns for
more than 20 years, including as a
delegate for Sen. Bernie Sanders (IVt.) during the 2016 and 2020
Democratic National Conventions.
She also is a former Los Angeles
commissioner and grant panelist
and was on the LAPD Police Permit
Review Board.
Fowler said her other key campaign issues include the environment, economic recovery and equity.
“[I] will work to fund 500,000
green careers in California reshaping our ecology, improving our air
quality, banning fracking, cleaning
our oceans and stopping the privatization of our water,” she said. “[I
am] also really concerned with our
overall economic recovery and
[am] committed to pulling down
the resources to assist our small
businesses in their efforts to reopen
and expand small business
throughout our district and state.
[I] will fight for universal child
care, criminal justice reform,
health care for all and protect public education.”
Heather Hutt (Democrat)
Hutt, who has
a long track
record of work
with public service and community
outreach, is hoping
to parlay a recent Heather Hutt
stop as the first
Black U.S. Senate state director in
the state’s history into a spot in the
Assembly.
She said she used her platform to
stand up for women and bring
health care professionals together
to discuss implicit bias in health
care, as well as advocated for
Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals program recipients against
policy changes crafted by the former Trump administration. She
also has experience advocating for
environmental justice, as well as
activism to ensure civil rights,
human rights, women’s rights and
social justice.
Hutt said that her most pressing
issue is housing reform.
“For years, California has clearly
been in a housing crisis, with a dire
need for more affordable housing,”
she said. “Over the past several
years, our region has passed a lot of
bond measures calling for more
affordable housing, but few have
been built. We need to ensure that
these units actually get built, and
that the process happens more
quickly. Also, we must really
rethink what our community housing looks like to ensure that the socalled affordable housing units are
actually affordable for working
families.”
Samuel
Robert
Morales
(Democrat)
Morales is hoping his experience
working within his neighborhood,
as well as professional experience,
earns him a role in the state
Assembly where he can combat
housing issues in the district.
He is a former elected home-

owner’s representative on the
West Adams Neighborhood
Council and has 15 years of experience working in financial services and another 12 years working in marketing and public relations. He indicated in a recent
television interview that he hopes
his status as the only Latino candidate will appeal to a district
with a large Latino population.
He also said, as the son of a military policeman, he does not
endorse defunding the police, but
does support reform.
Morales said he supports building low-income
and affordable
housing along
the commercial
areas of mass
transit
corridors, like building housing at Samuel Robert
Morales
the major intersections along
the Metro Expo Line at Crenshaw,
La Brea and La Cienega.
“I do not support building highdensity housing along the Expo
Line that runs through single-family neighborhoods,” he said. “I
believe low-income and affordable
housing should be within walking
distance to shopping. I would support tax incentives, loan guarantees
and strengthening policies that
encourage public/private partnerships.”
Bernard Senter (No Party
Preference)
Senter, a longtime factory and
grocery worker, is running to unite
workers to fight
against what he
views as bosses
taking advantage of the
impact
of
COVID-19 to
cut pay and Bernard Senter
impose dangerous working conditions.
He’s a member of the Social
Workers Party, having joined in
1969 to participate in the overturning of Jim Crow laws and other
civil rights battles. He was a factory
worker for many years, including in
steel plants organized by the United
Steelworkers union and meatpacking plants organized by the United
Food and Commercial Workers
Union. He’s currently a retail grocery worker at Walmart.
He said that he’s spent his
activism career organizing solidarity for workers’ struggles to defend
themselves and has joined protests
demanding prosecution of police
officers who kill and brutalize people. He’s advocating for amnesty
for all undocumented immigrants
and is hoping to organize to fight
what he views as growing employer
attacks.
“Our unions should lead a class
break from the bosses’ parties, the
Democrats and Republicans, by
forming our own party, a Labor
Party,” he said. “Workers need to
wrest control of production out of
the hands of the bosses since all
they care about are profits and not
the conditions we work under and
safety.”
Cheryl Turner (Democrat)
Turner, an attorney who focuses
on environmental, consumer and
civil rights law,
said that her
more than 20
years of experience representing and advocating for others
will help her Cheryl Turner
find solutions

for constituents.
She said that she has a long history of advocacy conducting meetings with members of the state legislature to give input on proposed
bills involving consumer rights,
criminal and civil justice and housing laws.
She said that has made her able to
understand, propose and negotiate
new laws that will benefit the community.
Turner currently serves as a commissioner managing a state agency
that oversees health care issues, is
president of the Apartment
Association of Greater Los Angeles
and has experience fighting for
legal justice as a small-business
owner.
Her main campaign issues are the
response to the COVID-19 crisis
and its impact on education, housing and the economy.
She also wants to use her experience to solve issues with homelessness and housing, creating a
universal health care system, promoting environmental sustainability and keeping the community
informed with an open-door policy.
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California redistricting is ‘happening now’
BY JUSTIN SAYERS
When the U.S. Census Bureau
announced the results of the 2020
census and congressional apportionments in late April, the
California Citizens Redistricting
Commission had already been
working for months, educating
themselves on the process and
requirements of redrawing political
boundaries in the country’s mostpopulous state.
Now that it’s known that
California will be losing one of its
53 congressional seats, members of
the 14-person independent commission are calling on the public to participate in the collaborative process
that determines federal funding,
political representation and more.
“The census was one step and
people let us know where they
were. Now we want them to explain
to us how they want it to be,” Los
Angeles-based
commissioner
Derric Taylor said this week. “We
want everyone’s vote to count, we
want you to be able to elect a representative that has your interest at
heart, and in doing so, we want you
to participate in this process.”
“Redistricting is happening
now,” said San Jose-based commissioner Isra Ahmad.
The
California
Citizens
Redistricting Commission was created back in 2010, two years after
voters approved a proposition to
leave an independent group – made
up of five Democrats, five
Republicans and four from neither
party – responsible for drawing
maps that adhere to certain criteria,

including keeping districts to equal
population, keeping communities
of interest together, contiguity of
districts and complying with the
Voting Rights Act.
The commission is reaching out
to the public to educate them about
what the commission does, what
the process looks like and how they
can get involved. That latter part is
especially important, as they are
asking the public to advocate for
themselves and educate the commissioners about their communities.
“We want them to describe, draw
and submit what their communities
are,” Taylor said. “We can get all
the numbers and we can get all the
information about boundary lines
from the county. But it is really up
to Californians to tell us what their
community is.”
More than 22,000 people filed
initial interest forms to join the
commission back in 2019. That
number was whittled down to 2,000
after the California State Auditor
determined preliminary qualifications, which included remaining in
the same party for the last five years
and voting in recent statewide elections.
“I thought it was a very interesting topic and a very unique opportunity for the average voter to get
involved in the government process
within our state. The process
intrigued me, the topic was interesting and the opportunity was very
timely for me,” said Ahmad, an
unaffiliated party member who
works in the Santa Clara County
executive’s office.

Taylor, a Republican member,
said he joined after hearing a radio
advertisement about redistricting.
He’s always preached the importance of being civically engaged
and felt the commission was a way
for him “to put my money where
my mouth is.”
Both were part of a final list of 60
candidates – 20 Democrats, 20
Republican and 20 from other parties – who were selected from that

pool. The first eight commissioners
were selected with a bingo draw,
and those eight selected the last six
commissioners. They were seated
in August.
“There’s no way for a commission of 14 to fully represent the
state of California,” Taylor said.
“After the bingo ball drop, when the
first eight commissioners were seated and deliberating, they were purposeful in trying to choose the final
six commissioners to be representative of California. In utopia, I wish
that it was perfect … But I think we

were intentional in trying to seek
commissioners who fully can represent the best of what California is.”
Perhaps the biggest concern
about redistricting is gerrymandering, as other states have faced lawsuits accusing both Republicans
and Democrats of redrawing the
political districts in ways that benefit a certain political party.
With the loss of a congressional
seat in a reliably blue state, as well
as a highly politicized climate, both
See Redistricting page 26

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PREPARATION
OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
City of West Hollywood
West Hollywood Housing Element Update

As the Lead Agency overseeing this project’s environmental review, the City of West
Hollywood will prepare a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed
Housing Element Update. The Housing Element is a state-mandated chapter of the
City’s General Plan and includes goals, policies, programs and objectives to further
the development, improvement and preservation of housing in West Hollywood in a
manner that is aligned with community desires, regional growth projections, and
State law. The Housing Element must address how the City will meet its housing
needs, including the provision of adequate housing for residents of all income levels.
State law requires update of the Housing Element every eight years. West Hollywood’s Housing Element was last updated in 2013 to cover the 2013-2021 period,
and the current update under the proposed project will cover the 2021-2029 period.
The City is also considering updates to the Safety Element and the inclusion of environmental justice policies concurrently with the Housing Element Update.
Purpose of Notice of Preparation: Under the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and its Guidelines, the City, as the Lead Agency,
must evaluate the potentially significant environmental effects of the proposed project. The City has determined an EIR will be prepared to assess the project’s effects
on the environment to identify significant impacts and to identify feasible mitigation
measures to reduce or eliminate potentially significant environmental impacts. This
Notice of Preparation (NOP) is being circulated pursuant to PRC Section 21153(a)
and CEQA Guidelines Section 15082. Public agencies and the public are invited to
comment on the proposed scope and content of the environmental information to
be included in the Draft EIR. A 30-day comment period is provided to return written
comments to the City at the following address:
Alicen Bartle, Project Development Administrator
Human Services and Rent Stabilization
City of West Hollywood
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069-6216
Fax: (323) 848-6323
Email: ABartle@weho.org

photo courtesy of the State of California

The final 2011 map of congressional districts in California will look different with the state losing one congressional seat.

Notable quotes
“The codfish lays ten thousand eggs,
The homely hen lays one.
The codfish never cackles
To tell you what she’s done.
And so we scorn the codfish
While the humble hen we prize,
Which only goes to show you
That it pays to advertise.”
Anonymous
“It Pays to Advertise”
(source: “Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations”)

For advertising rates, call Michael.

Due to State-mandated time limits, any response to this NOP should be sent at the
earliest possible date, but not later than 30 days after issuance of this notice. The
response deadline is May 31, 2021.
As part of the EIR scoping process, the City of West Hollywood will hold a public
scoping meeting on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. In an
effort to protect public health and prevent the spread of COVID-19, this public meeting is held pursuant to Executive Order N-29-20, which ordered Californians to stay
home and authorized public meetings to take place via teleconference.
To view the Scoping Meeting:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_P3hCvexZTcWXr22y-QBavg
Melissa Crowder, Acting City Clerk

$" !   !  .
 !!  "   : 323-848-6826.
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Wolfgang Puck stars at Academy Museum restaurant
The Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures on May 3 revealed
details of Fanny’s, the museum’s
restaurant and café. The eatery is
being developed by restaurateurs
Bill Chait and Carl Schuster and is
supported by philanthropist Wendy
Stark. Fanny’s striking two-story
space in the Saban Building is
designed by Los Angeles-based
Commune Design. Wolfgang Puck
Catering will oversee catering services at the museum, which opens
to the public on Sept. 30.
The late architect Osvaldo
Maiozzi conceptualized the 10,000square-foot space, with Commune’s
design interior blending contemporary style with old Hollywood
inspiration, as embodied by classic
spaces like the Brown Derby and
Perino’s, studio backlots and the
iconic 1939 Streamline Moderne
architecture of the Saban Building,
formerly a May Company department store.
Fanny’s dining area features a
mix of small group and communal
tables and has a prepared foods
market that leads into the main dining room with an art deco-style bar
and lounge area that is punctuated
by a series of curved booths. The
industrial architecture of the Renzo
Piano building is complemented by
warm natural materials, including
maple wall paneling, marble, zinc,
and leather and mohair upholstery.
The space features the work of local
artists and artisans including custom light fixtures by Atelier de
Troupe and Pojagi-inspired sheer
curtain panels by textile artist Adam
Pogue. Los Angeles artist and illustrator Konstantin Kakanias has been
commissioned to create a wraparound mural for the main dining
room celebrating film and music
legends from classic Hollywood to
present day.
The restaurant is supported by a

Galperin offers
tax prep map
With tax day approaching, Los
Angeles City Controller Ron
Galperin seeks to reduce the stress of
meeting the May 17 filing deadline
by offering low- to moderate-income
Angelenos a new, interactive map of
free tax preparation service providers
throughout the area. The map, available at lacontroller.org/taxprepla,
lists 55 tax prep assistance locations
that include local community-based
organizations and resource centers.
“So much has changed during the
pandemic, but the requirement to
file taxes remains,” Galperin said.
“This map will help Angelenos get
their taxes done on time and claim
credits they need and deserve. As
the taxpayers’ watchdog, I believe
everyone – especially people in disadvantaged communities – should
have access to resources that will
save them money and put them on
better financial footing during this
difficult time.”
Galperin created the free tax
preparation map specifically to aid
individuals and households who
earn less than $57,000 annually and
qualify for state and federal Earned
Income Tax Credits.
All service locations on the map
are staffed with Internal Revenue
Service-certified volunteers who
provide basic tax prep services, in
addition to enrollment specialists
who can help people sign up for
public benefits like the CalFresh
food assistance program.

donation from Stark and is named
after her grandmother Fanny Brice,
the legendary vaudeville, theater,
radio and film star portrayed by
Barbra Streisand in her Oscar-winning performance in “Funny Girl”
(1968). “Funny Girl” was produced
by Stark’s father, producer Ray
Stark, who was married to Fanny’s
daughter, Frances Stark.
“As a museum dedicated to the
art, history and culture of the
movies, we want to create spaces
for discourse, reflection and conversation,” museum Director and
President Bill Kramer said. “Our
visitors will discover a full range of
exceptional environments and

experiences at the Academy
Museum, including the opportunity
to enjoy a meal or a drink at
Fanny’s.”
Fanny’s will seat 250 guests and
will be open seven days a week for
breakfast, lunch and dinner, with
brunch on the weekends. A private
events facility and terrace seating
600 guests on the top floor of the
museum also will be supported by
Wolfgang Puck Catering.
Further details about Fanny’s,
including the chef, program director
and reservations, will be announced
at a later date.
For information, visit academymuseum.org.

image courtesy of the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures

Wolfgang Puck Catering will oversee the Academy Museum’s restaurant
Fanny’s, which is named after actress Fanny Brice.
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WeHo to require gender-neutral bathrooms
By Justin sayers

The West Hollywood City
Council unanimously voted on
May 3 to draft an ordinance that
would require all multi-stall bathroom facilities in businesses and
places of public accommodation to
be gender-neutral.
The motion, which was sponsored by Councilwoman Sepi
Shyne and Councilman John
Erickson, directs city staff and the
city attorney to draft the ordinance,
which would apply to new developments as well as significant remodels and new commercial leases.
For Shyne, she said that the topic
is a priority for her to “have true
inclusivity for our community
members.” She said that she was
inspired to introduce the item after
touring a new city recreation building with a gymnasium and auditorium, where the single-stall bathrooms were located downstairs.
“To me that was just a complete
injustice given that we’re building
such an incredible building and we
have our transgender community
who are part of so many sports that
are played – this really precipitated
putting this forward,” Shyne said.
The item generated a swath of
public feedback, with about a dozen
callers during the public comment
portion of the meeting and more
than 20 additional responses submitted electronically prior to the
meeting. The vast majority of
respondents supported the item,
with those opposed expressing concern about public safety.
The ordinance prompted a letter
of
support
from
Equality
California, a nonprofit organization
that advocates for LGBT people
and is the largest LGBT organization in the United States.
“This is an opportunity to send a
powerful message of support for
and solidarity with transgender
people in West Hollywood and
beyond at a time when lawmakers
across the country attempt to
restrict and roll back their rights,”
Executive Director Rick Chavez
Zbur said. “We respectfully urge
the council to vote yes on the
motion, and we thank council
members Erickson and Shyne for
their leadership on this important
issue.”
West Hollywood passed an ordinance in 2014 that requires all single-stall bathrooms in public spaces
in the city to be gender-neutral,
while the state passed a law two
years later to designate all singleoccupancy bathrooms as genderneutral. Neither laws apply to
multi-stall bathrooms.
In a memo to the council, city
staff wrote that “gender neutral

bathroom policies are intended to
make public restrooms more welcoming and safer for transgender
and gender non-conforming people,
people with disabilities or with personal attendants of a different gender, and for people with children of
a different gender.”
The West Hollywood ordinance
would protect transgender and gender non-conforming people from
harassment; accommodate those
with special needs, including families with children who are too
young to use the bathroom; would
use space more efficiently; and
decrease waiting time for the
restroom, according to the memo.
Staff noted that there have been
several examples of successful gender-neutral bathrooms in airports,
universities, schools and restaurants
across the country, providing examples from New York, Rhode Island
and Minnesota. Design considerations for the bathrooms include fullheight walls and doors to separate
each stall, additional lighting and
proper gender-neutral signage with
inclusive imagery.
Councilman John D’Amico
labeled the staff report as “super
timely and incredibly thoughtful,”
but said that he had concerns about
how the bathrooms would be able
to be constructed due to requirements under the California building
and plumbing codes.
“If we pass this, we are asking
architects and other engineers to
design something that is not to the
California building code with the
assumption that our Planning
Department would approve it if it
became an ordinance,” he said,
adding that he could also see potential concerns with requirements
regarding the Americans with
Disabilities Act, as well as other
requirements, including changing
tables for families.
“It’s a whole host of really great
questions that nerds like me spend a
whole morning thinking about,” he
said.
Shyne, as well as Ben Galan, a
building official with the city, said
that they’ve looked into those concerns, and that they would be able
to move forward with the multistall gender neutral bathrooms
regardless of the codes. They added
that there are proposed changes to
the code, and that the city will
lobby for those changes at the state
level.
“I just want to make sure we are
moving this forward and not waiting for the state,” Shyne said.
Councilwoman Lauren Meister
asked if the ordinance would apply
to places with pool facilities and
gymnasiums that have showers, as
well as what would happen with

City libraries reopen for services

The Los Angeles Public Library
reopened the Central Library downtown and 37 neighborhood branch
libraries on May 3, with limited inperson services. Libraries that have
reopened include the Fairfax
Branch Library at 161 N. Gardner
St., Memorial Branch Library at
4625 W. Olympic Blvd. and the Pio
Pico-Koreatown Branch Library at
694 S. Oxford Ave.
The libraries will offer select services such as quick browsing, computer access, pickup of holds and
mobile printing orders, checking out
of materials and Library To Go contactless pickup service.
“Libraries are the civic and cultural heartbeat of our communities

and anextraordinary resource for
Angelenos looking to fire up their
imaginations and pursue their
dreams,” Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti said. “Our next phase in
reopening our library doors marks
the next step toward reintegrating
this critical entry point for learning,
literacy, and literature back into the
everyday lives of our residents —
and another crucial marker on our
road to recovery.”
The latest branch library reopening marks the second phase in an
ongoing plan to gradually restore
library services after closures due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
For
information,
visit
lapl.org/reopening.

recently constructed city facilities
that required significant financial
investments.
Shyne said the ordinance would
only solely apply for multi-stall
bathrooms, and not facilities where
there are showers, as well as standalone bathrooms that have sinks on
the outside.
She stressed that it would only be
for new developments and major
renovations, but that she’d hope the
city would update their facilities to
reflect a new ordinance.
“We didn’t want to create too
much of a burden on any existing
buildings,” she said.

photo by Justin Sayers

The city of West Hollywood is drafting an ordinance that would require all
multi-stall bathrooms to be gender-neutral in any new developments.
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Purple Line subway work remains steady in May

Work on the Purple Line
Extension subway project continues in May at many locations along
Wilshire Boulevard between
Wilshire/Western and Century
City.
Metro has provided an overview
of work occurring along the route
throughout the month.
In Century City, ongoing station
excavation is occurring underneath
Constellation Boulevard. Work is
occurring 24 hours and is expected
to be completed by the first quarter
of 2022. Temporary traffic lane
closures will be required on
Constellation Boulevard east and
west of Avenue of the Stars.
Twin tunnel boring machines are
continuing progress eastbound
under Beverly Hills. The machines
will tunnel for approximately two
years until they reach Wilshire/La
Cienega.
In Beverly Hills, construction
continues on the future subway stations at Wilshire/Rodeo and
Wilshire/La Cienega. Work at the
Wilshire/La Cienega station has
transitioned to the construction of
appendage structures adjacent to
the station box. The structures
house vital systems for the future
station. A series of long-term lane
reductions will be in place.
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced
to two lanes in each direction
between San Vicente and La
Cienega boulevards through fall of
2022.
Concrete and material deliveries
to the La Cienega Station are
expected to continue in May. Work
will be conducted in the
Wilshire/Gale staging yard and will
require intermittent traffic control
on
Wilshire
Boulevard.
Construction support is occurring
24 hours in the La Cienega and
Gale staging yards.
Through mid-May, Gale Drive
will be fully closed north of
Wilshire Boulevard to support the
installation of a utility duct bank.
Southbound Gale Drive will
remain closed to through traffic
daily, from 6 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Work also continues in May at
the future subway stations near

BHPD stresses
importance of
sober driving
in education
campaign
The Beverly Hills Police
Department issued a warning this
week about the dangers of driving
while intoxicated and the importance of having a designated sober
driver.
“Don’t ruin celebrations by
putting yourself and others at risk
and driving impaired,” Beverly Hills
Police Chief Dominick Rivetti said.
“If you’re planning on drinking,
plan on getting a sober ride home.”
The Beverly Hills Police
Department also reminds the public
that in addition to alcohol, drugs
may also cause impairment, including marijuana. Check medications
and avoid driving after use.
Funding for the BHPD educational initiatives are provided by a grant
from the California Office of Traffic
Safety, through the National
Highway
Traffic
Safety
Administration.

Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire/La
Brea. Intermittent lane reductions
on Wilshire Boulevard may be necessary. Ogden Drive will be closed
intermittently south of Wilshire
Boulevard and Orange Grove
Avenue remains closed through
2022.
Farther east, Wilshire Boulevard
will be reduced to two lanes in each
direction between Detroit and June
streets through September. Hauling
and deliveries to and from both La
Brea Avenue staging yards will
continue.
From 9 p.m. on Friday, May 7,
through 6 a.m. on Monday, May
10, eastbound Wilshire Boulevard
will be closed to all traffic at La

Brea Avenue. The closure will support utility maintenance at
Wilshire/La Brea. Access will be
restricted to driveways on the south
side of Wilshire Boulevard
between La Brea Avenue and
Orange Drive during the closure.
Support for underground construction also continues near
Wilshire/Western. Intermittent lane
closures may be necessary on
Wilshire Boulevard between
Western Avenue and Manhattan
Place.
For questions and concerns, call
the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.

photo by Edwin Folven

Eastbound Wilshire Boulevard will be closed at La Brea Avenue from 9
p.m. on Friday, May 7, through 6 a.m. on Monday, May 10.
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Cedars-Sinai offers vaccinations to the public Firefighters spread message
about need for vaccinations
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center is
offering free Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines to anyone 16 and older
through Friday May 7.
“Anyone who needs a COVID19 vaccine can get one for free.
Please do not miss this vital opportunity to protect yourself and those
around you,” said Dr. Richard V.
Riggs, senior vice president of
medical affairs and chief medical
officer at Cedars-Sinai. “We want
our patients and members of the
community to know that our vaccine clinics are available and ready
to serve.”
For vaccination appointments,
call Cedars-Sinai at (855)427-5465,
or visit the California Department
of Public Health’s MyTurn website
at myturn.ca.gov and select CedarsSinai as the vaccination site. Those
who already are Cedars-Sinai
patients can use the My C-S Link
app and click on the visits button to
schedule an appointment.
The vaccines, by appointment
only, will be distributed at the
Beverly Center, located at 8500

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo

Cedars-Sinai encourages people to make appointments for vaccinations
through May 7.

Beverly Blvd. Drivers can enter
from San Vicente Boulevard and do
not need to take a parking ticket
before proceeding to Level 2 of the
parking structure, where the vaccinations will be administered. Those
without a vehicle can walk in.
For information, visit cedarssinai.org.

City recognized as biodiversity haven
Los Angeles became the largest
city in the country on May 4 to be
certified by the National Wildlife
Federation as a biodiversity haven.
Residents registered 1,078 residential yards, 34 schools and 140 “common areas” for wildlife that cumulatively allowed the city to be certified.
“This certification celebrates the
ongoing work of L.A. Sanitation and
our city departments, our ecologist
in planning, our city forest officer,
our Expert Biodiversity Panel and
all our local environmental organizations who labor every day to redirect the trajectory of Los Angeles
from a city of concrete and conspicuous consumption toward a model
urban city successfully co-existing
and inextricably linked to the environmental health of its wildlife and
natural areas,” said Los Angeles
City Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, who authored motions to
create the city’s biodiversity and
wildlife corridor programs.
“The city of Los Angeles is proud
to participate in the National
Wildlife Federation Community
Wildlife Habitat Program and
worked hard to become the largest
certified city in the U.S.,” added
Enrique C. Zaldivar, director and
general manager of L.A. Sanitation
and Environment. “We hope our
success in this program will encourage Angelenos across the city to
continue taking action in their yards,
schools and workplaces to provide
habitat for wildlife.”
To achieve citywide certification,
Los Angeles encouraged residents,
schools and organizations to apply
for their own certification by gardening with wildlife in mind, using
native plants and sustainable practices, providing cover and food, and
reducing or eliminating the use of
chemical pesticides and fertilizers.
Designing gardens and green spaces
following those principles supports
wildlife, restores connectivity and
enhances climate resilience, according to the program.
“Even though it is the second
largest city in the country, Los
Angeles is home to a vast array of
wildlife, including hundreds of bird
species, coyotes, bobcats and even
mountain lions, including the
famous Hollywood cougar P-22.
The city is making great strides to
support wildlife conservation and
biodiversity as they continue their

work to build and track metrics with
the L.A. City Biodiversity Index,”
said Patrick Fitzgerald, senior director of community wildlife at the
National Wildlife Federation.
For information about getting a
home, school or business certified as
a biodiversity haven, visit
nwf.org/certify.

The state of California is joining with the California Fire
Foundation to reduce the spread
of COVID-19 by encouraging
people to get vaccinated.
Firefighters have been on the
front lines of the pandemic since
it began and they have seen the
toll it has taken on communities,
Gov Gavin Newsom said.
“We are proud of our ongoing
partnership with California Fire
Foundation to help put this pandemic in the rearview mirror. Our
first responders put their lives on

the line every day and have done
that around the clock during the
pandemic to keep our communities safe,” Newsom added.
Through the partnership, the
California Fire Foundation produced two videos featuring firefighters discussing contracting
COVID-19 and seeing the harm
caused by the virus. The videos
will run on the California
Department of Public Health’s
social media pages through June
30. For information, visit vaccinateall58.com.

Letters to the Editor
Mid City West council
is stepping beyond
its boundaries
Re “Progress continues on
Fairfax Ave. complex,” April 29
issue
As the head of a land use firm,
we have been required for over 20
years to bring land use cases filed
on behalf of clients with the Los
Angeles Planning Department, to
the local neighborhood council.
The neighborhood council’s opinion plays almost as vital a role as
a City Council member’s in the

congratulations
graduates!
We’ve got all the decorations
to make your
Graduation Party
a BIG SUCCESS!

10% off all merchandise in the store
with this coupon!
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

We need your help!
Support small business!

5969 Melrose Ave.• (corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124

decision making process.
Mid City West Community
Council records indicate that their
Renters’ Rights Committee held a
public hearing on the re-development of Fairfax Gardens. Rather
than an impartial public meeting
to hear both sides, and work out
any concerns, Mid City West
records also indicate that the only
side present to discuss the matter
was the Fairfax Gardens Tenants’
Association. Mid City West minutes indicate that the Renters’
Rights Committee asked for documents from the Fairfax Gardens
Tenants’ Association, to “generate
(a) letter of support for their organization.” According to Mid City

West minutes, the letter was then
allegedly emailed to all of the
committee members for approval.
The idea of having land use
cases discussed by neighborhood
councils is to try to work out differences. It is not to use a taxpayer-funded board with influence
over the outcome to allegedly act
as activists for tenants. Maybe the
solution is to change the name to
Mid City West Tenants Rights
Association, and there will no
longer be any misunderstanding
as to the alleged intent of the Mid
City West board.
Robert Cherno
Los Angeles
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Ribbon cutting celebrates Project Angel Food welcomes back volunteers
OUT on Robertson program

photo by Jon Viscott/courtesy city of West Hollywood

Restaurateurs Lisa Vanderpump, third from left, and David Cooley,
center, joined the West Hollywood City Council at a ribbon cutting
ceremony on May 1 for the OUT on Robertson Pilot Program, which
closes Robertson Boulevard between Santa Monica Boulevard and
Melrose Avenue to vehicular traffic on Saturday and Sunday to make
space for a restaurant and retail area, and pedestrian zone. West
Hollywood Councilmen John Erickson, left, and John D’Amico
joined Vanderpump, Cooley, West Hollywood Mayor Lindsey
Horvath, Councilwoman Lauren Meister, Ashlei Shyne and
Councilwoman Sepi Shyne.
Last August, the city of West Hollywood began its OUT Zones program by offering streamlined approval for businesses to use sidewalks, on-street parking spaces and private parking lots to expand
operations. The program has further expanded with OUT on
Robertson. The public is reminded that West Hollywood has a mandatory face-covering requirement and physical distancing is recommended. For information, visit weho.org.

Letts’s

Project Angel Food reinstated its
kitchen volunteer program on May
3 for the first time in 13 months
since suspending it due to the pandemic.
Prior to COVID-19, over 4,700
volunteers dedicated more than
42,000 hours per year, conducting
approximately 80% of meal preparation. Before the pandemic, the
organization was feeding 1,500
people per day. It currently provides
meals to more than 2,300 daily.
Throughout 2020, a team of
chefs from top Los Angeles, West
Hollywood and Beverly Hills
restaurants helped fill the void.
Now, three at a time, volunteers are
able to work side-by-side with the
culinary wizards.
“Volunteers are the heart of
Project Angel Food; so, to be able
to welcome them back in the
kitchen is a momentous occasion,”
Project Angel Food Executive
Director Richard Ayoub said.
Project Angel Food has implemented rigorous COVID-19 safety
protocols. Volunteers must have
previously worked in the organization’s kitchen and must be fully
vaccinated. A re-orientation is
required and volunteers must commit to a regular schedule.
Temperature checks, physical distancing and frequent hand washing
will be mandated. No walk-ins,
friends or relatives will be accommodated and only three volunteers
are allowed at a time in the kitchen
per shift. Morning and afternoon
shifts are available. In approximately three weeks, Project Angel Food

photo courtesy of Project Angel Food

Volunteers Nancy Tankel, left, Nancy Owens and Carmen Rico said they
were excited about returning to service with Project Angel Food.

will evaluate operations and possibly expand to five volunteers per
shift.
“Having volunteers back in our
kitchen brings back incredible
memories and hopes for life returning to a normal that we’ve all been
waiting for through this past year,”
said Vesna Fartek, senior manager
of community engagement for
Project Angel Food.
The first three volunteers to
return to the Project Angel Food
kitchen on May 3 were Nancy
Owens, Nancy Tankel and Carmen
Rico.
“Being back in the kitchen feels
like the day I got my vaccine,” said
Tankel, a retired nurse and culinary
school graduate. “It’s that exciting.”
“We so missed being here. We

i
inner

NOW
W OPEN ‘TIL 7:30 NIGHTL
GHTLY

GRILLED SALMON TAPEN
NADE

HOTCAKES FOR D
DINNER

ALMOND CHICKEN

GOURMET MEA
ATL
LOAF

Grilled Atlantic salmon served
ser ed on creamed
c eamed
spinach and creamy mashed potattoes
Breast of chicken dusted with flour and
hed potatoes
almonds served with creamy mash
and steamed broccoli

love everybody. We love what
Project Angel Food is doing,”
Owens added.
Rico, a volunteer for four years,
said helping at Project Angel Food
became an important part of her
life.
“Monday is my day,” Rico said.
“It’s good to be back.”
Project Angel Food Executive
Chef John Gordon added that integrating volunteers back into the
kitchen work routine is important.
“Volunteers are part of our DNA.
It’s great they are returning,”
Gordon said. “We’ll keep growing
until we’re back to pre-pandemic
involvement.”
Other volunteer opportunities are
available. For information, visit
angelfood.org.

BEA
AT
T
THE CLOCK
SPECIALS
4-6 PM M-F

One Buttermilk
B ttermilk Hotcake,
e one egg,
egg choice of one turkey
t rke link orr
bacon. Served with map
ple syrup and butter
Choice chuck and pork ground together to create this old
h
time favorite! Topped with
w mushrooms and gravy. Served with
creamy mashed potatoes

OPEN FOR DINE-IN,, PAT
TIO, T
TA
AKE-O
OUT DELIVER
RY
6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farm
mers Market
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Open Mon.-Fri.
7am - 7:30pm
Follow Us!
Sat. & Sun.
6am
- 7:30pm
@duparsfm

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

14 May 6, 2021

Mother’s Day Dining
by Jill Weinlein

National Nurses Day Mother’s Day
hursday, May 6, all health care Specials

T

workers will receive a free
medium hot or iced coffee on
National Nurses Day at Dunkin. No
purchase is necessary. This offer is
a thank you for their tireless efforts
to keep us all healthy and safe. Go
to dunkindonuts.com to find the
nearest location.

Connie and Ted’s
fish tacos

E

very Thursday night, fresh fish
tacos with charred salsa, wildcaught fried Alaskan cod, avocado,
cabbage and crème fraîche are
served three on a plate for $18.
Connie and Ted’s is closed on
Monday and Tuesday. 8171 Santa
Monica Blvd., (323)848-2722.

Beverly Grove

pistachio baklava or chocolate
cake. Theía will also have a special
Mother’s Day cocktail, the Amelia,
for $16. This special beverage is
named in honor of Theía’s chef’s
mother and is made with tequila,
lime juice, agave syrup, rosewater
and fresh grapefruit juice and is garnished with a grapefruit wheel and
rosemary. Moms will receive a
complimentary sweet treat baked in
house, paired with San Pellegrino’s
new line of Essenza coffee flavors.
8048 W. Third St., (323)591-0059.

Theía’s three-course AOC Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day brunch brunch and dinner

S

poil mom with brunch and a
mimosa cart arriving at your
table from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
During Mother’s Day, the regular
dinner menu is available after 3
p.m. Guests have the option of both
indoor and outdoor dining with the
first course choices including
salmon beet tartare, jumbo lump
crab or a beet salad with a poached
egg. Guests can choose either veal
Milanese, brunch ratatouille or egg
in a basket for their second course.
Desserts include a choice of
coconut rose strawberry custard,

C

hef Suzanne Goin and business
partner Caroline Styne offer
seating on two outdoor patios and
in their indoor dining room on
Sunday. Brunch includes a
Moroccan chopped chicken salad,
Dungeness crab omelette, woodoven baked eggs and grilled toast,
Spanish fried chicken with a cornmeal waffle and vanilla bean
French toast with strawberries, walnuts and candied kumquats. Pastry
chef Shannon Swindle is preparing
special brunch pastries that include
bon-bons, caramel pecan sticky

buns and bacon-cheddar herb biscuits. Goin’s new spring dinner
menu includes hand-cut noodles
with soft shell crab, striped bass,
hanger steak, Wagyu beef cheeks,
Spanish fried chicken and clams
with sherry. Styne has curated
wines and beers and expertly mixed
market cocktails and mocktails.
Brunch is served from 10 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Dinner is offered from 5
to 10 p.m. Reservations are available on OpenTable, and takeout can
be
ordered
online
at
aocwinebar.com for pickup.
Delivery is available from
DoorDash. 8700 W. Third St.,
(310)859-9859.

Ray’s and Stark Bar

C

elebrate Mother’s Day with a
chef-inspired meal at Ray's and
Stark Bar. Try the new Sam Francis
lobster salad, smoked salmon or
potato pizza. There is also a prixfixe three-course meal mom can
enjoy while taking in the sights at
LACMA. Raise a glass for a toast
to mom with the featured cocktail, a
classic French 75 or Kir Royale.
End the meal with their signature
buttermilk panna cotta. 5905
Wilshire Blvd., (323)857-6180.

Larchmont

Cafe Gratitude’s
Chocolate Box

E

xpress gratitude for mom this
Mother’s Day with a plantbased chocolate box from Cafe
Gratitude. Each chocolate box is
crafted with vegan ingredients and
contains a variety of truffles and
chocolates for $16. Inside are
coconut almond truffles, Brazil nut
ganaches and almond butter
squares. These special boxes are
available through May 9. Visit cafegratitude.com for locations. 639 N.
Larchmont Blvd., (323)580-6383.

Beverlywood

The Milky Way
kosher brunch

T

he family-owned neighborhood
kosher dairy restaurant the
Milky Way celebrates Mother’s
Day with a refreshing peach Bellini
or mimosa before mom enjoys
brioche French toast, eggs Benedict

Treat Mom to the best!
Tr

Prime New Y
Yoork Striip,
Filet Mignon orr Rack of Lamb
L
((or ou
ur famous
f
meatloaf
l f,
f
i she prefers!)
if

All--Day Brun
nch Speci
S
ial
served Thursday
y,, May 6 through
rough Tu
Tue
Tuesday
u
y,, May
y 11

˜ Entrres ˜

Grilled Salmon witth Mango Salsa
Or
d Red Grapes and Cabbbage
Pork Tenderloin with Roasted

˜ Included Siide Dishes ˜

Choice of soupp du jjou
ur or Garden Salad
Grilled
g
ll d Asppparagus
Creamy
y Mash
hed
h
d Potatoes
Slice
s Fruit Pie
l off Du-parrs

Dinner for 2: $50 or $29.95 per person

Children 3-11 yrs. $17.95 includes Ice Cream Scoop - dinee-in only

Available for Take-Out,
t, Delivery or Din
ne-In

6333 W
W.. Third St. • Farmers Markket
323.938.5131 • www
w..marcondas.coom
Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 80
0 Ye
Years

Follow Us!

@duparsfm
In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
ai
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 • frances@dupars-psrr..com
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Florentine or potato latkes and
eggs. Dine on the sidewalk or
indoors. Reservations can be made
on Resy. 9180 W. Pico Blvd.,
(310)859-0004.

Brentwood

Baltaire

C

hef Travis Strickland’s steakhouse celebrates Mother’s Day
with an à la carte brunch menu on
Sunday, May 9, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Baltaire is not currently offering regular weekend brunch service, so this is a unique opportunity
to enjoy steak and eggs, French
toast, eggs Benedict and sparkling
mimosas. 11647 San Vicente Blvd.,
(424)273-1660.

Downtown L.A.

Mother’s Day at
Pikunico

R

OW DTLA’s curated collection
of retailers and restaurants are
offering specials on May 8-9. There
are DIY crafts at Makers Mess, a

pop-up market from Unique
Markets L.A. and restaurant specials from Pikunico. Order a family
basket of Pikunico chicken tenders
and a choice of large coleslaw, fingerling potatoes or two ginger onigiri for $32. Pikunico will give one
free miso de leche cookie to all celebrating mothers. Also on May 8-9,
Pikunico celebrates with a plant
pop-up, offering Bozu bonsai plants
for guests to purchase ($38-$50) as
a gift for mom with all orders
through the weekend. 767 S.
Alameda St., B2 Suite 122,
(213)278-0407.

Rappahannock
Oyster Bar

P

urchase your Mother's Day bouquets on Saturday, May 8, from
Lenita by Grita Flower Truck
parked next to Rappahannock
Oyster Bar from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Then take Mom to Mother’s Day
brunch at Rappahannock Oyster
Bar from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Start with a mimosa, three raw oysters and choice of lobster Benedict
or lobster roll for $35 per person.
Rappahannock will also be serving
a mini seafood platter featuring two

For Mother’s D
Day

oysters, two bay scallops and two
shrimp cocktails plus a bottle of
cava for $55. This special is available all day from 11:30 a.m. to 8
p.m. 1318 E. Seventh St. M1, Suite
154, (323)435-4004.

Nick + Stef’s
Mother’s Day

C

elebrate the leading lady in
your life with a grilled whole
Maine lobster special available on
Mother’s Day, May 9, from 4:30 to
8:30 p.m. Nick + Stef’s is offering
favorites such as the tomahawk rib
chop and grand filet. Raise a glass
to your family’s matriarch with a
classic French 75 cocktail or select
a special bottle from the reserve
wine list. 330 S. Hope St.,
(213)680-0330.

West Hollywood

Ospero at Pendry
West Hollywood

C

hef Wolfgang Puck is back on
the Sunset Strip at Pendry West
Hollywood. His new casual luxe

Ospero restaurant offers breakfast
staples, a full bar, Farmers Market
salads, wood burning pizzas, pastas, vegan dishes, seafood specialities and spectacular desserts. Dine
overlooking the lively Sunset Strip
and the Comedy Store or on the
intimate outdoor terrace overlooking Pendry Residences and Los
Angeles beyond. For a much-needed rejuvenating Mother’s Day gift,
give mom a facial and massage
from the newly opened Spa Pendry.
Reserve a 60-minute massage and
facial and mom will receive a complimentary gift. Afterward, moms
can go to Bar Pendry to enjoy a special La Chamomile cocktail, specially curated for the occasion with
gin, chamomile tea, fresh lime and
French herbs. 8430 Sunset Blvd.,
(323)918-3420.

popcorn chicken, Bolognese pappardelle with Beyond Meat ragu,
Cali turkey wrap, Nicoise salad,
Conservatory burger, breakfast burrito, tres leches French toast and
Conservatory brunch bowl with
eggs your way, bacon or lox, aged
cheddar and tater tots. Beverage
director Lisa Beaumont’s specialty
cocktail menu includes rosé sangria
carafes and mimosa kits for four
people, plus some refreshing mocktails. 8289 Santa Monica Blvd.,
(323)654-0020.

Westwood

Roses and rosé at
STK Steakhouse

M

ake Mother’s Day sparkle
with specialty brunch items
like lobster and eggs Benedict or
cinnamon French toast. Moms can
enjoy $9.99 rosé wine specials featuring Whispering Angel and
Chandon Sparkling Rosé during
both brunch and dinner on May 9.
For those staying home, there is a
Mother’s Day Surf, Turf and Vine
basket available for takeout and

Conservatory
reopens for dinner
and Mother’s Day

E

njoy dinner and weekend
brunch outdoors with a reservation on the Conservatory website or
Resy. The dinner menu includes
charred maple honey nut squash,

see Restaurant News page 16

CHEERS TO YYOU, MUM
M!
FOR MOTHER’SS DA
AYY

Lemon ricotttta pancaakes with
lavendar honey
Oysters Rockefeller
Butter poached lobsster croissant,
scrambled eggs, spiinach

Filet Mignon
V l Chop
Veal
Ch
Osso Buco
We Carry
USDA Prime Dry Aged Beef
B
• Tomahawk
• Bone-in Ribeye
• Porterhouse
• T-Bone
• Bone-in New York
• Bone-in Ribeye

BRUNCH MAIN
NS

Eggs Benedict
Spicy fried chicken and
a wafffl
fles
Japanese soufffl
fle paancakes
Huevos rancheros
NYY steak and eggs
Full English breakfaast burrito
MTT loco moco
Fish tacos
Avocado toast and sof
s ftt boiled eggs

Roast beef
b f and horseradish
Half roast chicken, sage and onion stuf
s ffi
fing
Lamb leg, mint sauce
Trimmiings include peas, carrots, cau
Tr
uliflower,
Brussels sprouts, roast potatoes, YYoorrkies and
gravy

FOR MOM

Tattinger’s by the glass
Ta

PASTRIES
PA

Mufffi
fin • Scone • Croissant • Bagel
Pain au chocolate • Cinnamon bun
Full Bar!
Beer & Wine
24 Taps!

At the Original Farmers Markeet
6333 W. 3rd St. • #350 • (323) 938-53383

SUNDAY
D ROAST

Have a Cuppa!
cofffee, tea, latte,
cappuccino,
pot off tea
p
t

BOTTOMLESS

Mimosas
$20
Margaritas
$24
Bloody Mary’s $20

2 hour max with purchase off entrréée

OPEN 11AM DA
AILLY
Y • HAPP
PY
Y HOUR M-FF 3-6
WEEKEND BRUNCH
B
11AM-5PM
SUNDAY
U
ROAS
AST 12-4PM • SUN. HAPPY HO
OUR 6-9
Original Farmers Market • 6333 W. 3rd St. • markettavernla.com
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Restaurant News

From page 15

delivery for $129. Pre-order two
filets with grilled prawns, cheesecake and a bottle or Whispering
Angel Rosé. A red or white wine
alternative is also available.
Reservations and pre-orders can be
made at stksteakhouse.com/mothers-day. 930 Hilgard Ave.,
(310)659-3535.

Hollywood

L'Antica Pizzeria da
Michele

M

ake a reservation on the garden patio at L’Antica Pizzeria
da Michele for Italian specialties
including carpaccio di pesce with
scallops, tuna and swordfish; eggplant parmigiana; ravioli di ricotta
with cherry tomato and fresh basil
sauce; or a slow-cooked Jidori
chicken served with mashed potatoes. The full menu is also available. Reservations can be made via
OpenTable or by calling the restaurant directly. 1534 N. McCadden
Place, (323)366-2408.

Pie Hole edible
flower pies

making strawberry and blueberry
pie bites topped with whipped
cream and edible wild flowers for
$29.95 per dozen or $2.95 per pie
hole. Pre-orders can be made for instore pick up or delivery. For the
nearest location, go to thepieholela.com. 6314 Hollywood
Blvd., (323)963-5174.

North Hollywood

The Front Yard at
the Garland

C

elebrate mom on May 9 at the
Front Yard enjoying a threecourse meal on the expansive outdoor patio, paired with signature
cocktails, wine or local brews. Start
with a choice of beef carpaccio,
sauteed shrimp or roasted tomato
soup. Entree options include
smoked salmon Benedict, 10-ounce
English-cut prime rib, Chilean sea
bass, lobster Bolognese or fireroasted Mary’s half chicken. Vegan
and vegetarian options are available
upon request. Finish with a chocolate espresso pot de crème, rum butter pound cake or peach frangipane
tart. This special meal is $65 for
adults and $29 for children under
12. Reservations are required via
OpenTable. 4222 Vineland Ave.,
(818)255-7290.

Santa Monica

T

his Mother’s Day, instead of
edible arrangements and bouquets, give mom a dozen flower pie
holes to enjoy. Available at all locations, the Pie Hole is taking
Mother’s Day pre-orders for edible
bouquets of pie holes. They are

Dine at the beach at
Hotel Casa del Mar

T

reat Mom to a beachside brunch
or dinner overlooking the ocean
on May 9 at Terrazza Restaurant at

Hotel Casa del Mar. The threecourse specialty prix-fixe brunch
menu is served from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Menu highlights include fresh
oysters, crab cake eggs Benedict,
heirloom tomato and burrata from
Puglia, grilled local bass and fresh
tagliatelle. Desserts include a pecan
and walnut chocolate brownie,
coconut panna cotta or poached
pear with cactus coulis. The restaurant offers a children’s menu that
includes beef sliders, chicken fingers and cheese pizza. This threecourse brunch starts at $85 per person. A special dinner menu is $95
per person from 5 to 9 p.m. 1910
Ocean Way, (310)581-5533.

Huckleberry
Mother’s Day kits

B
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The world-famous Magic Castle will reopen for members on May 21.

efore 3 p.m. Thursday, May 6,
order a variety of fun and easy
brunch kits for mom on Mother’s
Day. Choose from huevos
rancheros, avocado toast or country
breakfast kits. There are also delicious heat-and-serve items, such as
market veggie frittatas, roasted
Yukon Gold breakfast potatoes,
chocolate cherry croissant bread
pudding, blueberry cornmeal cake
and a Mother’s Day cookie decorating kit. Add a mimosa kit, grapefruit spritzer kit or coffee and tea
boxes. Order online through Tock
or by calling from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Orders are available for pickup on
Sunday, May 9, starting at 9 a.m.
Due to limited availability, some
items may sell out. 1014 Wilshire
Blvd., (310)451-2311.

Magic Castle raises curtain soon
The Academy of Magical Arts
will reopen the Magic Castle on
May 21, more than a year after it
closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The private club will initially
operate at reduced capacity on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday
evening, welcoming its members
and their invited guests for dining
and entertainment while strictly
observing COVID-19 compliant
guidelines. To allow members
adequate opportunity to access the
Magic Castle, guest passes will
not be accepted during the initial
phase of this reopening.
Magic shows will initially be
broadcast in showrooms via
recorded videos, with plans to
expand to live entertainment outdoors and an eventual return to
live entertainment indoors when

public health guidelines permit.
The Dine & Delight to-go dining program, which was launched
during pandemic restrictions, will
continue to operate on Wednesday
and Thursday. To place on order,
visit magiccastle.com.
“We are thrilled to take the initial step of reopening our doors
and welcoming our members back
to their magical clubhouse,” said
Randy Sinnott Jr., president of the
AMA’s board of directors. “As
COVID restrictions decrease in
the coming weeks and months, the
club will continue to carefully and
responsibly expand operations to
the extent possible and begin to
accept guest passes as we bring
magic back to the lives of
Angelenos.”
For information, visit magiccastle.com.
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Give Your Mom or Wife the Gift
of an easy to clean floor ... and then clean it for her!

L.A.’s Largest
Selection of
Floor Covering

Linoleum • Vinyl Tile • Fiber Floor •
Laminate Floors • Azrock VCT • Rubber
Prices so low you’ll be floored!
We understand your needs and deliver promptly.
Professionally installed or Do-It-Yourself!

4849 Santa Monica Blvd. • (323)469-0063 • www.linocity.com
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Grand Park promotes healing through art

photo by Steffany Ayala/Greenway Arts Alliance

Students spruce up Fairfax

Student interns for the Greenway Arts Alliance and community volunteers recently beautified Fairfax High School during a planting project on
April 18. The students created a landscape design using flowering
California native plants in the Fairfax High School colors of red and yellow that were planted along the edge of the campus near Melrose and
Fairfax avenues. Greenway Arts Alliance unites communities through
art, education and social enterprise. The nonprofit supports Fairfax High
School with professional theater productions, educational programs and
the
Melrose
Trading
Post.
For
information,
visit
greenwayartsalliance.org.

LAUSD schools earn arts awards

Six schools in Los Angeles
Unified are among 33 that were
honored by the state Department
of Education with an Exemplary
Arts Education Award for 2021
for advancing achievement in
arts instruction for all students.
The announcement was made
last
week
by
State
Superintendent
of
Public
Instruction Tony Thurmond, who
commended the schools “for recognizing that this is a time when
the arts are more critical than
ever.”
“I am delighted these schools
are being recognized for their
artistic achievements,” LAUSD
Superintendent Austin Beutner
said.
The winners are: ArTES (Arts,
Theatre, Entertainment School)
Magnet at César Chávez Learning
Academies; CHAMPS Charter
High School of the Arts –
Multimedia and Performing;
Ramón C. Cortines, Grand Arts
High School of Visual and
Performing Arts; Renaissance
Arts Academy; (ICEF) View Park
Preparatory Charter High School;
and 32nd Street USC Performing
Arts and Engineering Magnet.
“Congratulations
to
our
schools receiving the State’s
California Exemplary Arts
Education Award, particularly
ArTES Magnet and CHAMPS
Charter in Board District 6,”
LAUSD board President Kelly
Gonez said. “These opportunities
for students to pursue music,
visual arts, media arts, dance and
theater benefit their creativity,
wellness and even boost achievement in traditional academic subjects. Thank you to all the educators, parents and students for all
your hard work that led to this
impressive recognition.”
Exemplary Arts Education
Award winners include traditional comprehensive schools, magnet schools and district and independent charters. These schools
serve diverse demographic populations of varying sizes, from a
large urban school with 3,700
students to a much smaller school
with 250 students.
In addition to meeting the Arts
Standards eligibility criteria,
schools must offer instruction to

all students in a minimum of
three of the five disciplines identified in the state Arts Standards:
Dance, Media Arts, Music,
Theater and Visual Arts.
“We are proud to be acknowledged for providing what we
know is a key to student success:
rigorous, sequenced arts instruction that promotes engagement,
emotional well-being, confidence
and academic achievement,”
ArTES principal Anne Maschler
said. “We are grateful for our
amazing students who graduate
ready to engage with their communities with the unique perspective of artists.”
“Thank you to the California
Department of Education for this
honorable award,” Grand Arts
High School Principal Lori
Gambero said. “Our talented students and teachers truly represent
the artistic value and spirit that
embodies our school. We are
excited to be highlighted and featured amongst this distinguished
group of schools.”
“It is an honor to have our
school recognized for this year's
Exemplary Arts Education
Award,” said Matthew Waynee,
32nd Street USC Performing Arts
and Engineering Magnet, CTE
video production and animation
teacher. “Even with the limitations of remote learning this past
year, our young artists have been
thriving and taking advantage of
career-ready
opportunities,
including one student selected to
participate in a virtual mentorship with Nickelodeon Studios,
one receiving a full tuition to
attend the upcoming UCLA
Game Lab Summer Institute, our
middle school film class partnered with USC's Critical Media
Project, eight students participated in a paid virtual internship
with BAFTA and the House of
Blues, and two students showcased their art accomplishments
at the state-wide Educating For
Careers Conference. We look forward to continuing to prepare our
young artists with 21st Century
skills in the arts and technology.”
An awards ceremony will be
held later in the year.
For
information,
visit
lausd.net.

Grand Park, powered by the
Music Center, is introducing “Grand
Park’s Celebration Spectrum” and
joining forces with the Los Angeles
County Department of Mental
Health as a participating member of
Art Rise 2021, a part of the We Rise
initiative that encourages wellbeing
and healing through art.
To create “Grand Park’s
Celebration Spectrum,” Grand Park
is partnering with dublab, in collaboration with artist Tanya Aguiñiga
and curator Mark “Frosty” McNeill,
for a month-long audio-visual exhibition that showcases the work of
more than 34 local artists, fusing art,
music and cultural identity experiences. The art installations will take
place on the grounds of a 12-acre
urban oasis, as well as digital programming
accessible
via
werise.la/grandpark.
“Grand Park’s Celebration
Spectrum,” a TMC Arts program,
will transform the outdoor expanse
of Grand Park into a deconstructed
party, unfolding in a progression of

photo courtesy of the Music Center

“Party Mantras” features a series of mylar balloons that represent prominent sounds from songs.

public art and soundscape installations that represent the arc of an epic
party. Responding to the hurt and
heightened anxieties associated with
the pandemic, “Grand Park’s
Celebration Spectrum” offers the

communities in Los Angeles the
opportunity to heal and re-emerge
thanks to the transformative power
of the arts.
For information and the full list of
programming, visit musiccenter.org.

County programs promote mental well-being
As part of the We Rise initiative,
the
Los
Angeles
County
Department of Mental Health is
hosting a series of free community
programs, events and pop-up experiences through May 31 highlighting the healing power of art.
May is Mental Health Awareness
Month. We Rise encourages wellbeing and healing through art, connection, community engagement
and creative expression. It includes
Art Rise, a series of 21 art experiences, community pop-ups and a
digital experience offering original
programs. All installations and
activities can be viewed from a distance, individually or in small
groups to remain in compliance
with health and safety regulations
while fostering community connection and collective healing.
“We Rise is a celebration of wellbeing, healing and resiliency, which
is of greater importance as we
emerge from the challenges created

by the public health pandemic,” said
Los Angeles County Supervisor
Kathryn Barger, 5th District, author
of a board motion to recognize
Mental Health Awareness Month.
“This initiative, and our ongoing
efforts to enhance mental health
resources and services for our residents, is an integral part of the county’s ongoing commitment to support
our communities.”
Community pop-ups will be held
in each of the five county supervisorial districts, in partnership with
over 50 community groups, artists,
grassroots leaders and organizations. In the 3rd District, the 18th
Street Arts Center will present
Recovery Justice: Being Well, a
series of self-organized artist workshops, panels and projects addressing well-being as key to civic
health. The We Rise initiative also
features Tia Chucha’s Centro
Cultural, which will present the
16th annual “Celebrating Words

Festival: Written, Performed and
Sung,” a virtual program that will
include creative arts workshops,
educational presentations, a queer
poetry night and live entertainment.
Community Coalition will create
Culture Cures, a participatory community altar to lives lost to COVID19 in South Los Angeles.
“Connectedness is vital to mental
health and well-being, more so now
than ever as we begin recovering
from the multiple collective traumas
experienced across our county this
past year,” said Los Angeles County
Department of Mental Health
Director Dr. Jonathan E. Sherin.
“Our We Rise campaign, in its
fourth year this May, is designed as
a heart-forward opportunity and
movement built to empower our
diverse communities to come
together for strength and healing.”
Admission to all events is free.
For information and a schedule,
visit werise.la.
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Immaculate celebrates 100th Mary’s Day

photo courtesy of Courtney Paige Ray

Colburn School grant recipients will have a year to complete community
engagement projects that benefit the BIPOC community.

Colburn School gives $2,500
in grants for BIPOC projects

The Colburn School’s Center
for Innovation and Community
Impact has announced the recipients of the 2021 Social
Innovation Grants that directly
support members of the Black,
Indigenous and people of color
community.
Grant recipients will each be
awarded up to $2,500 and will
have 12 months to complete community engagement projects that
benefit the BIPOC community or
commission new works involving
BIPOC composers or choreographers. The Social Innovation
Grants are a part of Colburn
School’s Equity, Diversity and
Inclusion initiatives, which are
funded by foundations and individuals from around the country.
“Colburn School’s mission is
founded on the belief that the pursuit of an exceptional performing
arts education is accessible to
all,” said Nathaniel Zeisler, dean

for community initiatives. “The
Center for Innovation and
Community Impact upholds that
commitment with several community-forward
initiatives
designed to support artistic development by considering our larger
culture and society. We are very
proud to offer the Social
Innovation Grants and support
our young grant recipients and
their inclusive artistic pursuits.”
Grant recipients are Eder
Rivera (Conservatory of Music,
Oboe) from the Honduras Oboe
Foundation; Gregory Lewis
(Conservatory of Music, Violin)
from the Heartbeat Music Project;
Max Opferkuch (Conservatory of
Music, Clarinet), who will record
an album for clarinet and strings
by Black composers; and Melissa
Muñoz (Conservatory of Music,
Trumpet) from Brass Out Loud.
For information, visit colburnschool.edu.

photo courtesy of L.A. County Library

L.A. County Library will air its programming, a series of live virtual events,
in May through the rest of the summer.

County library hosts nature program

L.A. County Library has received
a $20,000 grant from Edison
International to develop a new virtual
Nature Exploration series about the
wonders of the natural world – from
what we can discover in backyards to
what can be learned from scientists
and environmental studies professionals.
The series of live virtual events on
Webex will launch in May and run
throughout the summer. From gardening basics to nature-related career
paths, tweens and teens can stay connected to nature virtually with
exploratory content offerings. Many
programs feature partner presenters
like the Natural History Museum of
Los Angeles County and NASA Jet
Propulsion Laboratory.
In addition to the virtual programs,
later this summer the library will be
offering new Nature Exploration
Bags for checkout at five library
locations: City Terrace, Compton,

Quartz Hill, San Fernando and South
Whittier. Developed in partnership
with the Natural History Museum of
Los Angeles County, the bags
include scientists’ tools like a magnifying glass and specimen jars and a
field guide of tips and tricks to help
people discover animals and plants
wherever they are. Bags will be able
to be borrowed for three weeks, just
like a book.
“Edison’s grant gives young people a wonderful opportunity for
urban adventuring – with both live
virtual programs and Nature
Exploration Bags you can check out,
just like a library book,” said Andrea
Carroll, executive director of L.A.
County Library Foundation. “Our
hope is that our Nature Exploration
series will ignite participants’ curiosity.”
To
register,
visit
LACountyLibrary.org/NatureExploration.

Nearly 400 Immaculate Heart
students joined faculty and staff on
campus on April 30 for the 100th
celebration of Mary’s Day, a cherished school tradition that honors
Mary, the mother of Jesus and the
school’s patroness, as well as all
women.
Mary’s Day started in 1921 when
Bishop John Cantwell blessed a
statue of Mary donated to
Immaculate Heart in honor of the
school’s founders, the Sisters of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, and the
50th anniversary of their arrival in
California. After the blessing, a student crowned the statue with a floral wreath, and the day was commemorated with a play and picnics
organized by students.
In the years since, Mary’s Day
has taken many forms, but by tradition it has always combined religious observance with joyful festivities. This year’s centennial edition
was no different.
For the 100th Mary’s Day, the
school chose the theme “under the
mantle of Mary” in recognition that
the entire Immaculate Heart school
community remains united by love
although the pandemic still keeps
many separated. The day began
with a livestreamed mass by
Homeboy Industries founder the
Rev. Greg Boyle, who recalled his
mother and five sisters, all IHHS
alumnae, celebrating Mary’s Day.
He urged students to accept the
theme’s call and be the “mantle” for
each other by carrying, sustaining
and holding each other. To close the
mass, student body president Cleo
Riley crowned a statue of Mary
outside the school chapel.

photo courtesy of Immaculate Heart

As part of Immaculate Heart’s observance of Mary’s Day and the theme
“under the mantle of Mary,” students placed roses representing themselves under the flowing mantle of the crowned Mary statue.

Immaculate Heart High School
students, joined for the first time
by Immaculate Heart Middle
School students, came to campus
in small groups to take part in the
events. The groups traveled
through 13 stations around campus, participating in adapted versions of classic Mary’s Day traditions like making head wreaths
and performing the Great Lawn
Dance. Some activities were created especially for the 100th
anniversary celebration, including
writing notes for a time capsule

commemorating the year.
The day also included a guided
meditation and taped performances
by the Genesians drama club.
Along the way, students decorated
the campus with chalk art, colored
pieces of a large mosaic image of
Immaculate Heart, wrote letters of
encouragement to children at St.
Jude’s Hospital and placed roses
representing themselves under the
crowned statue of Mary and her
mantle.
For information, visit immaculateheart.org.
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‘The Mitchells’ imagines our iPhones fighting back to hilarious effect

Renowned comics writer Gail
Simone said it best about the minds
behind “The Mitchells vs. the
Machines,” streaming now on
Netflix. They “created one of the best
films of the year and should get a
parade,” she posted on social media.
I can’t think of a more apt description.
“The Mitchells” belongs to a special kind of artistic wacky: smart,
funny and awash with lovable characters. In lieu of a blank-slate protagonist, Katie Mitchell (voiced by Abbi
Jacobson from “Broad City”) honors
many on the production and postproduction crew who once found
solace in film school where little
existed at home.
Katie never felt understood by her
peers, and the home front isn’t much
better. The night before she leaves for
college, however, things brim over
between the hopeful auteur and her
dad, Rick (Danny McBride).
The two share special memories
together, but time tarnished their
father-daughter relationship. In one
last attempt to salvage things, Rick

plans a family road trip. Just in time,
too, since a doomsday scenario
emerges across the country.
Hell hath no fury like a phone’s
operating system scorned, and PAL
(Olivia Colman) – imagine a more
sentient Siri or Alexa – won’t easily
be replaced by the next-generation
OS, PAL Max, robots that do it all.
This should be the turning point in
Silicon Valley history. Forget
Stephen Hawking’s warnings about
AI.
Alas, on launch day Pal Labs CEO
Mark (Eric André) – I wonder how
that name came about – witnesses a
host of robots, now under PAL’s control, round up every human for a dire
trip into space. If only Mr.
Zuckerberg – I mean, Mark – treated
folks – I mean, his OS – a little more
humanely. Following a mostly suc-
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“The Mitchells vs. the Machines” is among the best animated features of
the year.

“The Mitchells vs. the Machines” is full of zany antics and fun adventures.

cessful global harvesting, however,
only the Mitchells can prevent droid
dominance.
“The Mitchells” takes a few cheap
shots at American dependence on
mobile devices. But those aren’t the
only jokes on deck. The Mitchell
family adventures, pre- and postpseudo apocalypse, include several
laughable endeavors. And a pair of
injured robots who befriend the fam,
wonderfully voiced by Fred Armisen
and Beck Bennett, work their magic.
Stylistically, the Sony Pictures
Animation film is a high schooler’s
notebook come to life. Simulations of
hand-drawn accents texturize key
moments. We’ve seen this before in
another Sony flick, “Spider-Man:
Into the Spider-Verse.” What that one
does to celebrate comics art, this one
does with doodles once reserved for
the borders of lined paper.
Add to those splices from popular
YouTube videos and even image filters. This is a Gen-Z story, complete
with the tech-savvy references,
tropes and visuals to match.

‘King Chad’ Black Panther mural moved to CHLA

Artist Nikkolas Smith donated
his much-beloved mural “King
Chad” to Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles. The rendering, which
was previously on display at
Downtown Disney in Anaheim,
was unveiled at its new and permanent location at the Sunset
Boulevard hospital on Tuesday,
April 27.
CHLA Cancer patient Daniel,
11, and his family joined Smith for
the unveiling. A big “Avengers”
and “Black Panther fan,” Daniel
was in awe of the mural.
“Seeing Daniel’s reaction when
it was unveiled, to see his eyes
light up, was unbelievable,” said
photo courtesy of Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
Smith, a former Disney Imagineer.
The Chadwick Boseman-inspired mural was previously on display at
“In one second you can put that
joy, that hope, that inspiration in Downtown Disney.
other people. It’s beautiful and it
stardom.
The
inspires me to keep making more The image was inspired by a visit international
Boseman paid to pediatric cancer Academy Award nominee was
art.”
well-known for his integrity and his
The mural pays tribute to late patients that same year.
Boseman was an accomplished compassion, especially in his work
actor Chadwick Boseman, who
played T’Challa, in the revered and respected actor well before with children who have cancer.
For information, visit chla.org.
2018 Disney film “Black Panther.” “Black Panther” catapulted him to

NHMLAC announces hire of Mathur

The Natural History Museums of
Los Angeles County announced
that Shana Mathur, a recognized
leader in the management of nonprofit cultural institutions, has been
named to the newly created position of chief strategy and external
relations officer.
She will be responsible for crafting the vision and executing the
strategy for the NHMLAC brand

and experience that attracts new
fans, members, donors and participants in lifelong engagement,
among other duties.
Mathur is currently the chief
external affairs officer for the
Broad Stage, a performing arts producer and presenter. She will leave
her post on June 1 and join the
museums in July.
For information, visit nhm.org.

photo courtesy of NHMLAC

All those remarkable details, along
with a host of batty moments, stay
consistent from intro to credits.
While popular films across genres
and studios overload the front end,
they often settle for a conventional,
plot-driven third act. Not here. The
whole experience is a rollercoaster of
color and shenanigans for nearly two
hours.
But such aesthetic contributions
fall flat without quality storytelling
and memorable characters. “The
Mitchells” wins at both. Certainly
the pointed commentary stands out,
but each sequence flows effectively,
unfolding without any hiccups. And
the Mitchells channel the best, and
sometimes most dysfunctional, families on the big and small screen,
from those crazy Bundy folks to the
Wilkersons.
Katie is a splendid heroine, both
charming and quirky. Her comingof-age story feels familiar, but in
“The Mitchells,” it gets an upgrade.
Dear dad also goes on his own
unique journey, forced to learn how

photo courtesy of Netflix

computers work for the sake of Earth
and, more importantly, his daughter.
In back-up roles, mom (Maya
Rudolph) tries to keep the family
together, a familiar role, but she
enjoys some breakout scenes when
she transforms into something else
quite hilarious. As for little bro Aaron
(Michael Rianda), he serves the supporting role well, equally as weird as
the rest of his kin, including a major
dino obsession and classic cartoon
anxiety around his crush.
“The Mitchells vs. the Machines”
is absurdly enjoyable, magnificently
re-watchable, the combo of visually
stunning and emotionally resonant.
Thank writers and directors Michael
Rianda and Jeff Rowe (both from
“Gravity Falls”) and the haunting
power of the Furby (just watch to
find out more on that one).
I can’t call it the best animated feature of the year (“Raya and the Last
Dragon” still has my heart), but this
sci-fi family romp knows how to
weave a tale worth revisiting and recommending for a long time ahead.

21 May 6, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
April 25 and May 1. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

At 11:30 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 900
block of N. Larrabee.

April 25

April 26

At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of Crescent.

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 9000
block of Beverly.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 9600 block of
Wilshire at 4:12 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole vehicle
parked in the 900 block of N.
Doheny at 4:15 a.m.

April 26

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Santa Monica and La
Brea.

An unknown suspect robed a victim near the corner of Moreno and
Spalding at 4:18 p.m.
At 8:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft from a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
N. Canon.

April 27

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 8500 block of
Melrose at 7:02 p.m.

April 27

April 29

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Brighton Way and
Rodeo.

At 8:01 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Hayworth and Santa Monica.

At 2:58 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 900
block of Beverly.

April 28
At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Beverly and Park Way.

April 29
At 5:36 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a commercial burglary
in the 200 block of N. Rodeo.

April 30
At 11:20 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
1000 block of Sierra Bonita.

At 11:30 p.m., an unknown suspect assault of the victim near the
corner of Santa Monica and
Hilldale.

Los Angeles Police
Department
April 25

April 30
At 8:30 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 400 block of N.
Bedford.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Bronson
and Sunset at 12:28 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
Gale at 2 p.m.

At 3:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 5700
block of Carlton Way.

At 2:02 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 400 block of
Rexford.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6000 block of
Hollywood at 6 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
S. Peck at 6 p.m.

At 6:12 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1800
block of Camino Palmero.

May 1

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 8400 block of Beverly at
11:20 a.m.

At 11:13 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
200 block of Rodeo.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8400
block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8500 block of
Beverly and 5:14 p.m.

April 25

At 7:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8700
block of Olympic.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of
Robertson and Santa Monica at
2:15 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized
vehicle parked near the corner of
Santa Monica and Wilton at 7:25
p.m.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 900
block of N. Formosa.

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized vehicle parked in the
6100 block of Lexington.

An unknown suspect stole vehicle
parked near the corner of Third
and Cochran at 3 p.m.

A robbery was reported in the
6600 block of Melrose at 9:10 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
McCadden and Fifth at 8:35 a.m.

April 27

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a vehicle burglary in the
7200 block of Hollywood.

At 5:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Willoughby and Formosa.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of N.
Genesee at 3 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 400 block of N.
McCadden at 8 a.m.

At 10:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
5200 block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1400 block of N.
Bronson at 11 a.m.
At 12:30 p.m., a grand theft was
reported near Hollywood and Vine.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

9157 SUNSET BOULEVARD, West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

Applicant is proposing to replace an existing single-sided
static billboard with a new single-sided digital billboard on a
property designated as a cultural resource, subject to a development agreement and as part of the Sunset Boulevard
Off-Site Signage Policy.

PERMIT(S):

Administrative Permit, Certificate of Appropriateness, Development Agreement, Sign Permit, Zone Map Amendment,
and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

Jeffrey A. Seymour, Seymour Consulting Group

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, May 20, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.
Given the local, state and nation state of emergency, this
meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed
instructions for participation included on the posted
agenda).

ZONES:

SSP (Sunset Specific Plan)

May 1

At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a bicycle in the 5100
block of Ninth.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of
McCarty at 4:09 a.m.

At 1:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 700
block of N. Hayworth.

At 9:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
600 block of Robertson.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 200 block of Foothill
at 10:31 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
Reeves at 2:15 p.m.

April 26

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for Sunset Boulevard Off-Site Signage Policy.
DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND STATE OF EMERGENCY, CITY HALL
IS CURRENTLY CLOSED. The staff report will be available on Thursday, May
13, 2021 on-line at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice,
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the
Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of
the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to
express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Jennifer Davis, Senior Contract Planner
in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via
email at: jdavis@weho.org
Melissa Crowder, Acting City Clerk

$" !   !  .
      !!  "   : 323-8486826.
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

INCOME TAX

UPHOLSTERY

ALL YEAR
INCOME TAX

ALAKAZAM

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW CLIENTS

WEST HOLLYWOOD

5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

Joel Rothman

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

Family Owned & Operated

323.240.5112
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Since 1961

Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970
Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

WEBSITE DESIGN

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER
• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

Spices • Blooms
Baskets
Mother’s Day Flowers
& Gift Baskets
Signature Spice
Coastal Mediterranean
Blend
Fiesta Blend
Steak & Burger Blend
The Italian One
Sunday Supper
emilyjilgco.com
a lifestyle brand

1. Youth
5. Fourposter, e.g.
8. Units in physics
12. Flynn of Hollywood
14. “Gone With the Wind” mansion
15. Venom
16. Dark clouds
17. Countess’ husband
18. Large-scale
19. Seafood selection
21. Hermit and king
22. Bronte heroine
23. Future J.D.'s hurdle
25. Sting
28. Do some tailoring
30. Questionable marketing companies
33. Rice
35. Nothing
36. Car club
37. Trout cousins
41. Eternity, almost
42. “When it’s ___” (old riddle answer)
43. Tall tales
44. Brooklyn ending
45. Caught
48. Skyrocket
49. End-of-week cry
50. Introspect
52. Fish dish
55. Atlantic swimmers
59. Legal rights org.

60. “12 Angry Men” star, Cobb
62. Garlic mayonnaise
63. College grad. school
64. Opposed to
65. Basic belief
66. Fishhook’s end
67. Elevs.
68. Little League umps, often
Down
1. Certain column
2. “I Shot the Sheriff'” singer Clapton
3. “Aunt” with a 1979 best seller
4. Blueblood
5. Farmyard sounds
6. Mess up
7. The Cowboys, on scoreboards
8. 1975 Pulitzer-winning critic
9. Big name in TV talk
10. Superficially fluent
11. Parts of a min.
13. Easter flower
14. Home on the range
20. 1976 Canada Cup MVP
21. Acquired
23. Boxer Spinks
24. Beach, basically
25. Jag
26. Slangy greetings
27. Dress cut
29. Hair tangle
30. All Black rugby player

31. Green stretches
32. Minister's home
34. African river
38. Resort town near Santa Barbara
39. Orphan
40. Lofty
46. Smiley face
47. Press to collect a debt
49. Handy digit
51. 32-card game
52. Car launched by an aeronautics com-

pany
53. Bruins of the NCAA
54. Slander
55. Subway Series team
56. Macbeth's burial place
57. Slider
58. Musical winners
60. “Well ___-di-dah!”
61. M.D.’s specialty
answers on page 27
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Grammy Museum readies for reopening

The Grammy Museum will
reopen to the public with new
exhibits on Friday, May 21.
Museum members can enjoy special preview days on Saturday,
May 15, and Sunday, May 16.
During the first phase of reopening, the museum will follow
guidelines provided by L.A.
County requiring limited capacity
and social distancing. The
Grammy Museum will also offer
free admission to first responders,
health care workers and essential
workers through June.
Three new exhibits will be
included with the museum’s
reopening. “Dave Matthews Band:
Inside and Out” will be on display
through fall; “Y Para Siempre…
Marco Antonio Solís” will be on
view through spring 2022 and the
previously announced “Motown:
The Sound Of Young America”
remains on display through winter.
The museum’s “This is Nat King
Cole” exhibit has also been
extended through fall.
“We’re thrilled that the day has
come that we can reopen our doors
and welcome our community back
to the Grammy Museum, including free admission to first responders, health care and essential
workers through June 2021 to
show our deepest gratitude,”
Grammy Museum president
Michael Sticka said. “We have a
wide range of new exhibits for visitors to experience and I’m proud
of our hard-working team who has
made sure the museum is safe and
enjoyable for all.”
The museum is taking measures
to maintain a safe environment for

photo courtesy of Kazuki Takizawa and Craft Contemporary

“Stopper Driven” by Kazuki Takizawa will be among the pieces on display as part of the “Tomoshibi” exhibit.

Craft Contemporary reopens

photo courtesy of the Recording Academy/Getty Images © 2020

Visitors can soon enjoy the Grammy Museum in person after a closure
due to pandemic public health restrictions.

guests, including new health and
safety protocols such as limited
capacity, advanced timed entry
and online ticketing, required face
mask wearing, mandatory temperature checks, a touchless visitor
experience, enhanced cleaning and
sanitizing protocols and one-way
pathways. The museum’s Clive
Davis Theater, where the public
programs are held, remains closed
until further notice for evening
programming, but will be open
during the day as part of the
Motown exhibit for special film
viewing. Online advanced ticket

reservations are available.
The Grammy Museum will also
continue to engage with online
audiences with digital educational
content and lesson plans for
schools.
A special members-only virtual
event will be held on Thursday,
May 13, at 5:30 p.m. and includes
a recently recorded interview and
performance with Brandi Carlile
and a preview of the new exhibits.
The Grammy Museum is located at 800 W. Olympic Blvd. For
information, visit grammymuseum.org.

Craft Contemporary is reopening
to the public on May 9, with exhibitions featuring all local artists on
all three floors through Sept. 12.
“Just as materials are the building blocks of craft, relationships are
the building blocks of an institution. As we emerge from the uncertainty and isolation of this past year,
it is important to make time to recognize these relationships –
remembering what was learned to
inform the future,” exhibitions
curator Holly Jerger said.
Craft Contemporary reopens
with a celebration of the relationships formed between the institution and its exhibiting artists over
the past decade, in the group exhibition “Making Time.” The exhibition includes Tanya Aguiñiga,
Uzumaki Cepeda, Beatriz Cortez,
Keiko Fukazawa, Katherine Grey,
Gronk, Sherin Guirguis, Betye
Saar, Timothy Washington and Ann
Weber.
“Tomoshibi: Glass Works by
Kazuki Takizawa” spotlights the

importance of mental health
through fragile nature of blown
glass. In his first solo museum
exhibition, Los Angeles-based
artist Kazuki Takizawa creates a
theatrical narrative display of glass
sculptures and installations symbolizing the artist’s personal journey living with bipolar disorder.
“Cathy Cooper: Dramatis
Personae” adds a bit of flair in the
museum’s first-floor installation
with a presentation of new series of
works that oscillate between sculpture and costumed – designed to be
seen up-close as well as through the
front windows.
Museum hours for the month of
May to Thursday through Sunday,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Visitors are
asked to reserve timed-entry tickets
in advance of their visit. All visitors
will be required to follow all
COVID safety guidelines.
Craft Contemporary is located
5814 Wilshire Blvd. For information and reservations, visit craftcontemporary.org.

Get the
ery Thursday
y..
Delivered Eve
photo courtesy of Craft in America Center

As part of the reopening, “Making Waves: Ocean Ecology & Craft” will be
extended through Aug. 21.

Craft in America reopened this week

After more than a year of being
closed to the public, the Craft in
America Center reopened on
Tuesday, May 4.
To celebrate their reopening, their
current exhibition “Making Waves:
Ocean Ecology & Craft” was extended to Aug. 21. This exhibition presents work by 11 artists who celebrate
and champion oceans, while engaging with its numerous ecological and
human-generated threats. The artists
use various craft media to reflect the
richness of the natural world that
exists underwater and to shed light on
the impact of climate change on bodies of water across the planet.
In representing nature through delicate, intricately manipulated materials, they echo how precious and delicate the environment, its natural
assets and aquatic life truly are.
Works in clay, glass and other materials can endure for millennia but
they also have an inherent fragility.
In other featured examples, artists
adapt and reinterpret discarded materials to give them new life. These artworks document the beauty of the
natural world that exists underwater

and remind us about the need to protect these resources before we are left
with nothing more than their artistic
likeness. Artists include Christopher
Edwards, Linda Gass, Ana Lisa
Hedstrom, Timothy Horn, Po Shun
Leong, Courtney Mattison, Jennifer
McCurdy, Sarah McMenimen, Blue
McRight, April Surgent and Joan
Takayama-Ogawa.
As part of the museum’s new safety protocol, free advanced reservations will be required to visit through
its new online reservation system. In
compliance with the state of
California and the Los Angeles
County Department of Health, they
are limiting capacity to four people
every 30 minutes. Visiting hours will
be Tuesday through Saturday from
noon to 5 p.m., and tickets will
become available one week in
advance of the preferred visitation
date. Reservations can be made
online or to rsvp@craftinamerica.org.
Craft in America Center is located
at 8415 W. Third St. For information
on scheduling a visit, reopening protocol and exhibits, visit craftinamerica.org/center.
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Two
wo Georgia men charged BHUSD elementary students to
in Melrroose arreea murder begin in-person classes next week
n Robbery cited as possible motive

BY
Y EDWIN
D
FOLVEN
FO

Police have arrested two men for
allegedly murdering a male victim
on Feb. 26 in a residential neighborhood south of the Melrose Avenue
shopping district.
Police said they linked the two
suspects, who allegedly knew the
victim, to the crime through undisclosed evidence and worked with
Task Force to
the FBI’s Fugitive Ta
locate and arrest them. The suspects

were identified as Robert Aikens,
22, of Stone Mountain, Georgia,
and Shidreyius McClinton, 20, a
resident of Atlanta. The body of the
victim, Nazeer Ejua Defares, 24, of
Decatur, Georgia, was found by citizens at approximately 6:40 p.m.
near the corner of Gardner Street
Avenue. Capt.
and Rosewood Av
Shannon Paulson, of the LAPD’s
Wilshire Division, attended a virtual
Wi

See Crimes page 26

photo courtesy of Peter Nichols

Arrests have been made in an alleged murder and robbery last week.

n District, union sign
off on plan
BY CAMERON KISZLA

With the Beverly Hills Unified
School District planning to
resume in-person elementary
school classes next week, the district and the Beverly Hills
Education Association, the teachers union, finalized their agreement on a return to in-person
classes.
The district had planned to
return students in transitional
kindergarten through second
grade on March 4 and students in
third through fifth grade on March
8. Last month, however, the
BHEA filed an unfair practice
charge
with
the
Public
Employment Relations Board.
The legal action points out that in
December, the union and district
“agreed that grades TK-2 would
not move to in-person instruction
until Los Angeles County
COVID-19 adjusted case rates

photo by Justin Sayers

BHUSD elementary school students, including those at Hawthorne
Elementary School, will return to in-person classes soon.

were below 10,” BHEA
Certificated President Alana
Castanon said in an email.
“The parties also negotiated
protective procedures that –
assuming the adjusted case rates

were below 10 – would help keep
students and staff safe,” Castanon
added.
As of Feb. 24 – the date the
See Schools page 25

Bottini, women’s and LGBT advocate, dies at 94 Sunset Strip restaurant
sues WeHo,, L.A. Countyy

n WeHo leaders pay

tribute to prominent
former resident

n Health department

BY
Y JUS
USTIN SAYERS
Ivy Bottini, a longtime We
West
Hollywood resident and artist who
spent more than five decades fighting for lesbian and women’s rights,
died on Feb. 25. She was 94.
Her death was announced by
West Hollywood
members of the Wes
City Council, including Mayor
Lindsey Horvath, who ordered the
city’s flags to be flown at half-staffff
starting on Monday,, March 1 – also
the first day of Wo
Women’’ss History
Month.
Weest
“Luckily, Ivy called [W
Hollywood] home for decades,”
Twitter. “W
Wee are
Horvath wrote on Tw
grateful for her imprint on our city
and the fight for full equality for
women and LGBTQIA community.
I’m incredibly lucky to have had a
personal relationship [with] an icon
who blazed trails for generations to
come. Her artwork hangs in my
home, her voice shows up in my
thoughts, her spirit will always be
in my heart. … May she rest in
power.”
Bottini was born in New York

forced clo
osure

BY JU
JUST
STIN
IN SAYERS
RS
The ownerrs of a Sunset Strip
restaurant aree suing the city of
West Hollyw
Wes
wood and the Los
Angeles Deppartment of Public
Health, alleging the entities
incorrectly laabeled their outdoor
patio as ind
door, forcing the

restaurant to close.
The refurbished Classic Cat
restaurant now might be closed
for good after city and county
inspectors issued a citation to the
restaurant last month, ordering
the restaurant to shut its doors by
March 5, according to co-owner
Donn Berdahl.
The restaurant was originally
See Restaurant page 25

photo by Jon Viscott/courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

Ivy Bottini, one of the founders of the National Organization for Women
in New York City, died at 94.

City and discovered a passion for
graphic design and artistry while
attending the Pratt Institute School
of Art. She worked as a graphic
designer and illustrator, including
16 years for Newsday, a position
she held until her move to
California in the early 1970s.
She married her husband,
Edward Bottini, in 1952. They had
two daughters, Laura and Lisa. She
stayed with her husband for 16

years, despite knowing early on in
her life that she was attracted to
women.
“The week before our wedding, I
suddenly couldn’t swallow. It was
like somebody had me by throat,”
Bottini said in an interview with the
Lavender Effffect, an organization
that advances the future of
LGTBQ+ heritage and culture,
See Advocate page 26

photo courtesy of Classic Cat

The owners of the Classic Cat restaurant claim the retractable roof
makes the dining area an outdoor patio.
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Tickets now on sale for ‘Dance at Dusk’

photo courtesy of KCCLA

Soo Yeon Lyuh, who plays a haegeum, or Korean two-string bowed
instrument, will perform in concert on May 7.

KCCLA airs haegeum concert

The Korean Cultural Center Los
Angeles and University of
California, Los Angeles are presenting a special online concert,
“Haegeum Evolution: Various
Approaches to Korean Music,” on
Friday, May 7, at noon on the
UCLA Herb Alpert School of Music
YouTube channel.
South Korean Haegeum musician
Soo Yeon Lyuh shares her musical
journey from performing traditional
Korean music genres to her morerecent explorations in composing
and her collaborations with the
Kronos Quartet. She will participate
in a “Meet the Artist” session on
Zoom following the concert, moderated by Katherine In-Young Lee, a
UCLA professor of ethnomusicology. The virtual concert is co-sponsored by the Korean Cultural Center
of Los Angeles and the UCLA Herb
Alpert School of Music.
Lyuh plays a haegeum, a Korean
two-stringed bowed instrument, and
is a composer and improviser currently based in the Bay Area. Her
work aims to combine traditional
Korean music and improvisatory

experimental music, as exemplified
in her pieces “Yessori (2017)” and
“Moment 2020,” which were commissioned and premiered by the
Kronos Quartet. Trained in court
and folk repertories from a young
age, Lyuh is known for her masterful performances of new compositions for the haegeum. Lyuh
received her Ph.D in Korean
Musicology from Seoul National
University, where she taught for six
years. More recently, she has organized workshops and lecture concerts in collaboration with composition and ethnomusicology faculty at
UCLA, UC Berkeley, UC Santa
Cruz, UC Davis, Mills College,
Stanford and the University of
Hawaii at Manoa. Lyuh seeks to
continually expand contemporary
haegeum possibilities by regularly
commissioning new works from
composers worldwide and engaging
with new media and technology.
For reservation and information,
v
i
s
i
t
schoolofmusic.ucla.edu/event/haege
um-evolution-various-approachesto-korean-music.

Spotlighting mental health
services in May

Former U.S. Surgeon General David Satcher, right, was shown in
this photograph from the May 4, 2000, issue of the Beverly Press and
Park Labrea News at a ceremony in Beverly Hills hosted by Didi
Hirsch Mental Health Services. Satcher, who was joined by Nancy
Hirsch Rubin, left, a Didi Hirsch board member and former U.S.
ambassador to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, and
actor and mental health advocate Dustin Hoffman, discussed the stigma surrounding mental health disorders during National Mental
Health Awareness Month in May. Satcher, who was appointed by former President Bill Clinton, said one out of five Americans suffered
from some form of mental illness, which is still the case today, according to the National Institute of Mental Health. Didi Hirsch offers many
services and resources for adults, children and families suffering from
mental health issues. For information, visit didihirsch.org.

Tickets for “Dance at Dusk,”
the Music Center’s new socially
distanced outdoor dance series on
Jerry Moss Plaza, are now on sale.
Presented as part of the 18th
season of its “Glorya Kaufman
Presents Dance at the Music
Center” and programmed by TMC
Arts, “Dance at Dusk” will showcase four paid ticketed dance presentations on a new stage in Jerry
Moss Plaza.
In addition to the performances
in the Plaza, the Music Center will
also host a free livestream of the
Sunday night performance of each
program.
Following all Los Angeles
County Department of Public
Health guidelines, “Dance at
Dusk” will offer a unique balance
of traditional and modern dance
engagements starring the very
best in American dance.
The Dance at Dusk outdoor
dance series features the debut of
“The Super Villainz: A Tap Dance
Act for the Modern Age,” featuring Dormeshia, Jason Samuels
Smith and Derick K. Grant (May
26-30); followed by American
Ballet Theatre (June 2-6); Paul
Taylor Dance Company (June 16-

photo courtesy of the Music Center

The Music Center’s “Dance at Dusk” series opens with “The Super
Villainz: A Tap Dance Act for the Modern Age” from May 26-30.

20); and concludes with Alonzo
King LINES Ballet with special
guests Tiler Peck and Roman
Mejia (July 14-18, 2021).
Ticket prices for the Music
Center’s “Dance at Dusk” outdoor
series are tiered per experience
and sold as a pod of four tickets
only for a single household unit.
Tickets for Jerry Moss Plaza seating range from $150 (rear section)

per pod to $275 (front section) per
pod, depending on the day of the
week.
To purchase ticket pods and for
information, call (213)972-0711
or visit musiccenter.org. Advance
sales only; tickets will not be
available for purchase on-site.
Sunday evening performances
will be streamed free for home
audiences at musiccenter.org.

Wallis hosts Felder’s ‘Anna & Sergei’ musical
Wallis Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts is presenting
Hershey Felder as Sergei
Rachmaninoff in “Anna & Sergei –
Live from Florence,” a world premiere livestreamed musical event
benefiting the Wallis on Sunday,
May 16, at 5 p.m., and available for
on-demand streaming through
Sunday, May 23.
Produced by Hershey Felder
Presents, directed by Felder and
Stefano de Carli, and a book by
Felder, “Anna and Sergei” is the
story of a very strange meeting
between composer Rachmaninoff
and Anna Anderson, the woman
who claimed to be the sole surviving member of the Romanov
Dynasty, the Princess Anastasia.
Featuring Rachmaninoff’s most
beloved melodies and music, it
takes place as a memory play in the
house in which the Russian
Rachmaninoff died in Beverly
Hills. Starring Felder, the produc-

tion’s special guests are Ekaterina
Siurina as Natalia Alexandrovna
Rachmaninoff and Igor Polesitsky
as Dr. Golitzin. Tickets, including a
VIP package with exclusive benefits, are now on sale.
“The Los Angeles premiere of
this new work had originally been
set to close out our 2019-2020
Season nearly a year ago prior to
the pandemic, so we’re pleased
that Hershey’s fans who were looking forward to it at the Wallis are
able to share this debut as a live
streamed performance,” the
Wallis’ Artistic Director Paul
Crewes said.
Tickets are $55 per household
for viewing on smart TV, computer, smartphone or tablet. A VIP
package with exclusive benefits is
available for $110 per household,
featuring the livestream of “Anna
& Sergei” plus an additional week
to view the recording; a Zoom
question-and-answer talkback with

photo courtesy of Hershey Felder Presents

“Anna & Sergei – Live from
Florence” starring Hershey Felder
will premiere on May 16.

Felder (date to be announced); and
access to a Russian cooking feature
with Felder. Tickets cannot be
transferred or shared.
For information and to purchase
tickets, visit TheWallis.org/Sergei.

Bogie’s Liquor
Toast Mom
with her
favorite
Champagne,
Wine or Spirit

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
Don’t Drink & Drive!
Open 7 days
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State reminds Californians ‘Your Actions Save Lives’

The state of California’s “Your
Actions Save Lives” campaign,
which provides Californians with
information about how to do their
part to stop the spread of COVID19, is partnering with local artists to
reach disproportionately impacted
communities throughout the state.
The program features a variety of
artwork with empowering public

health messages of protecting one
another, resilience and community.
Developed in partnership with
the Center at Sierra Health
Foundation, the arts initiative is
designed to raise awareness of critical actions Californians have taken
to help stop the spread of COVID19, such as wearing a mask, washing hands, physical distancing and

Berggruen Institute, UCLA
examine architecture

Possible Worlds, a new series
co-presented by the Berggruen
Institute and UCLA Division of
Humanities, brings some of
today’s most imaginative intellectuals and creators to deliver
public talks on the future of
humanity. The program continues with “How Will We Live
Together?” on May 6.
Listen to an exclusive online
conversation with eminent architect Alejandro Aravena, founder
and executive director of the
firm Elemental and winner of the
2016 Pritzker Architecture Prize,
moderated by Dana Cuff, professor of architecture and urban
design and director of cityLAB
at UCLA, as they discuss the
role of architecture and design in
addressing and solving social
and political conflicts amid the
great transformations of the 21st
century. The event is free and
open to all and essential for anyone who wants to learn more
about the importance of participatory and innovative approaches to projects of public interest
and social impact, including
housing, public space, infra-

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

photo courtesy of the Berggruen Institute

Architect Alejandro Aravena will
participate in a discussion hosted by the Berggruen Institute
and the UCLA Division of
Humanities on May 6.

structure and transportation.
The event will begin Thursday,
May 6, at 11 a.m. For information,
visit
ucla.zoom.us/webinar/register/W
N_mGUog55mQo2wpFebH1z
MGQ and berggruen.org/events.

Paul Audley said. “High levels of
stage-based activity prior to and during the pandemic highlight not only
L.A.’s ongoing infrastructure
advantage, but also the business
opportunities that follow from the
industry’s growing needs for space.”
Multiple data points are presented in the report, including shoot
days, occupancy levels and space
inventory in major competing markets. Among the study’s key findings are that average local stage
occupancy was 93% for the year in
2019. Median occupancy was 98%.
To view the report, visit
filmla.com/?p=15210.

LADOT releases count of
walkers, bicyclists in L.A.

The Los Angeles Department
of Transportation has published
findings and data from its inaugural study counting the number
of people biking and walking on
Los Angeles streets. The count,
which took place over several
weekends in 2019, reveals trends
in active transportation while
observing the demographics of
Angelenos traveling through the
city.
Observations show a significant increase in the number of
people walking and biking in

with installations and performances
through June. Many installations
will be displayed for at least six
months. Art installation dates will
vary by location. Artwork is sited in
disproportionately impacted communities to reach ethnically and linguistically diverse audiences
throughout California. In Los
Angeles, Raul Baltazar will put on a
one-day performance of “No
Rona!,” a 20-mile bike ride from
South to East L.A.
For
information,
visit
covid19.ca.gov.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:

FilmLA updates report on local
soundstage production

FilmLA has published its latest
report as part of an ongoing series
tracking soundstage and backlotbased production in Greater Los
Angeles.
The report, published directly to
the FilmLA Blog with interactive
charts and tables, covers the time
period just ahead of the COVID-19
pandemic. To prepare it, FilmLA
aggregated utilization data from 18
studio partners, including all seven
of the major Hollywood studios,
plus 11 large independent studios.
“[The] report is good news for an
industry still in recovery from
COVID-19,” FilmLA President

getting vaccinated.
“These accomplished artists are
tapping into their culture and creativity to share empowering messages with communities that have
been hard hit by COVID-19,” said
Chet P. Hewitt, president and CEO
of the Center at Sierra Health
Foundation. “Art has incredible
power and we believe these works
will spark important conversations,
connections
and
inspiration

throughout the state.”
More than 20 artists are using a
variety of art forms and cultural
symbolism to connect with communities through empowering messages to prevent the spread of
COVID-19. Most of the artists are
from the communities where their
art is being produced. The project
engages Latino, Black/African
American, Asian American/Pacific
Islander,
Native
American/Indigenous and LGBTQ
artists and communities.
The program launched in April

locations where LADOT has
made safety and complete street
improvements. While the survey
showed that women make up
only 14% of people biking, there
is a 120% increase in female riders on streets with dedicated bike
paths.
Information gathered during
the count will be used to guide
future pedestrian and bike infrastructure projects throughout the
city.
For information, visit ladot.lacity.org.

.

LOCATIONS:

Citywide West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

An amendment to Title 19, Zoning Ordinance, West Hollywood Municipal Code to update the applicability of the
City’s Urban Art Program Guidelines, citywide, West Hollywood, California.

PERMIT(S):

Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, May 20, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.
Given the local, state and nation state of emergency, this
meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed
instructions for participation included on the posted
agenda).

ZONES:

Citywide

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Environmental Quality
emption)

Categorically exempt from the provisions of the California
Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section §15061 (Review for Ex-

DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND STATE OF EMERGENCY, CITY HALL
IS CURRENTLY CLOSED. The staff report will be available on Thursday, May
13, 2021 on-line at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice,
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the
Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of
the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to
express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Bryan Eck, Senior Planner in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:
beck@weho.org
Melissa Crowder, Acting City Clerk

$" !   !  .
      !!  "   : 323-8486826.
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Fairfax Theater façade to be preserved Parks department gets
council members’ support
From page 1

was a significant part of the local
community’s history. With the new
application, the commission will
consider whether there is enough
evidence to reevaluate the site as
historic, and if so, it will go through
further hearings. The Los Angeles
City Council makes the final determination on cultural-historic status.
Steven Luftman, a member of the
grassroots group Save Beverly
Fairfax and board member for the
Art Deco Society of Los Angeles,
filed the new petition for monument
status after completing research on
the Fairfax Theater. Luftman said
the new information he uncovered
shows the building and theater were
an important part of the history of
the local Jewish community.
“I think the new evidence is overwhelming,” Luftman said. “My
hope is they will give it further consideration and they make it a monument.”
Luftman added that there was little information outlining the importance of the theater building in the
Jewish community in the 2010
application, which focused more on
the architecture. The new application has nearly 30 pages describing
how the structure was a center of
the Jewish community.
The Fairfax Theater opened in
March 1930, becoming the first
movie theater in the neighborhood.
It predated the first synagogues in
the Fairfax District, which were
established in 1933, according to
the application. The theater served
as the site of fundraisers for new
temples and other organizations, as
well as the Beverly-Fairfax Jewish
Community Center, which opened
in 1943. Many High Holy Days
services were held at the theater
during the early days, supporters
said.
The building also housed the first
Jewish deli in the neighborhood,
Luftman added, as well as the first
office of a Jewish doctor. His
research determined that Dr. Benno

Z. Reinard opened an office in the
building in 1936. Reinard, an obstetrician from Berlin, fled Nazi persecution and settled in the Fairfax
District, Luftman added.
“The inner stories are incredible,” he said. “It really was an incubator for the Jewish community.”
Luftman said he found much of
the information in the B’nai B’rith
Messenger, a publication that
chronicled Jewish life in Los
Angeles from the 1890s to the
1990s. Archives have recently been
made available online.
Margot Gerber, president of the
Art Deco Society of Los Angeles,
said there is no question the Fairfax
Theatre should be further recognized as historic. The organization
is holding a “Photo Safari” exploring the Beverly-Fairfax area from
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on May 8,
and the former theater will be the
central
focus,
she
said.
Photographers can sign up on the
Art Deco Society’s website.
“There is a lot of interest in
potentially trying to revitalize this
as a theater,” Gerber said. “It’s a
shame it has been left to languish.”
Luftman said many other organizations have sent letters of support,
including the Jewish women’s
organization
Hadassah
and
Holocaust Museum Los Angeles.
“This building is a major part of
the history of the earliest movement
of the Jewish community westward
from areas like Boyle Heights in the
late 1920s and early 1930s,” read a
letter sent in support of the nomination from Lisa Barnet, director of
operations for Holocaust Museum
L.A. “The Fairfax District was
home to a diverse Jewish population including many Holocaust survivors, and remains a vibrant
Jewish enclave to this day. With its
close proximity to our museum and
the newly established Beverly
Fairfax Historic District, the Fairfax
Theater helps to tell the story of the
Jewish community.”

“This striking example of Art
Deco architecture marks the southern entrance into the Fairfax commercial corridor. When it opened in
1930, it was by far the most significant building in the Beverly-Fairfax
neighborhood,” read a letter from
Michelle Conwisar, president of
Hadassah Southern California.
“The Fairfax Theater became the
center of the developing neighborhood’s social life, both as a venue
for entertainment and as a center for
fundraising by local Jewish synagogues, temples, clubs and charities.”
The building’s owner, B&F
Associates, opposes the historiccultural monument nomination.
Attorney William F. Delvac, who
represents the owners, declined to
go on record but outlined their position in a letter to the Cultural
Heritage Commission. It offers
multiple reasons why the process
for nomination should not go forward, including the fact that it was
previously turned down, the city has
already approved a housing project
at the site and the building owner
will preserve the theater’s marquee
and key Art Deco features. Further
hearings will also waste the city’s
time and resources, he said.
“Of special importance is the
condition of approval that requires
retention of the façade,” Delvac
said in his letter to the commission.
“This makes it clear that the remainder of the building is not required to
be preserved.”
Luftman acknowledged that it
will be challenging to obtain historic-cultural monument status but
it was important to try.
“I want to make sure it is recognized in history. The Fairfax District
was so special when I was growing
up and many of the places are disappearing,”
Luftman
added.
“Preserving the façade is better than
nothing, but I think it is very important that the history is preserved.”

Newsom signs small business tax cut
Gov. Gavin Newsom on April
29 signed a bill that will give
small businesses hit hardest by
this pandemic a $6.2 billion tax
cut over the next six years – a critical lifeline that will help get
small businesses back on their
feet and an important component
of California’s economic recovery
strategy.
“California’s small businesses
have been hampered and hammered by this pandemic, and we
are using every tool at our disposal to help them stay afloat,”
Newsom said. “Help is on the
way in the form of a $6.2 billion
tax cut, which will provide support, not to large publicly traded
companies, but to the mom-andpop businesses – the beauty
salons, restaurants and dental
offices – which have been
resilient during this difficult time.
This small business tax relief is
exactly what is needed to keep
businesses open so they can continue paying their employees.”
Under the legislation, Assembly
Bill 80 by Assemblywoman
Autumn Burke (D-Inglewood),
the forgiven Paycheck Protection
Program loans that businesses
received from the federal government during the pandemic will not
be counted as taxable income, and
these businesses can also deduct

photo courtesy of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s office

Last week, Gov. Gavin Newsom met with the recipients of PPP loans
in San Fernando.

the costs of expenses that those
loans paid for. This is additional
state tax relief for the small businesses that have been struggling
most and may make a difference
in their choosing to reopen, stay
open or shut down as they look to
the future.
The governor signed the legislation in San Fernando after meeting with local business owners
that have utilized federal PPP
loans to keep operating during the
pandemic. He was joined by
actor, restaurateur and Los

Angeles native Danny Trejo, who
operates Trejo’s Tacos at the
Original Farmers Market.
California small businesses are
drivers of economic growth – creating two-thirds of new jobs and
employing nearly half of all private sector employees. California
is home to 4.1 million small businesses, representing over 99% of
all businesses in the state and
employing nearly half of the
state’s total workforce.
For
information,
visit
gov.ca.gov.
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of the department’s workforce.
“Each department does have to
make its case to the budget and
finance committee, and it is a
political process,” Ramsay said.
“Some departments have a strong
constituency that shows up for
them on a regular basis. We’re
just doing our part in supporting
public recreation for the diverse
people of Los Angeles, which is a
part of our mission, to inform
people that this is happening.”
Part of the campaign has been
an email to the foundation’s supporters, encouraging them to
reach out to their City Council
representative to support restoring the department’s budget, as
the city needs “every single one
of those positions,” Ramsay said.
She added that she’s been
“happy” with the response the
foundation’s call to action has
received thus far, and she continues to encourage action, as the
budget will ultimately face the
full council, where every
Angelenos’ voice will matter.
“It would be great for people to
reach out to whoever their council person is to express support
for their parks,” Ramsay said.
“During COVID, people really
began to appreciate the benefits
our city parks provide. People
went for psychological relief, for
exercise, for family time and
really to just have a change of
scenery and get out of their apartment or home.”
In a letter to the City Council
Budget and Finance Committee,
City Councilwoman Nithya
Raman, 4th District, agreed that the
city’s “widely cherished” parks
“have taken on even greater importance during the COVID-19 pandemic, serving as places of solace
and refuge when Angelenos were
otherwise asked to stay indoors.”
She also expressed support for protecting the department’s budget.
“In the budget proposal as it
currently stands, the Recreation
and Parks Department will be
unable to refill 140 lost positions,” she wrote. “I am deeply
concerned about the impact this
will have on our parks, and I ask
that you give consideration to
how the budget for the Recreation
and Parks Department can be
restored to bring back these critical positions.”
Raman added that the budget
cuts could mean that Griffith
Observatory could be closed for
an additional two days each
week, which would result in “a
reduction in the number of science days offered to school-aged
children during the school year.”

A smaller budget would also
impact the department’s maintenance operations, resulting in 70
positions eliminated, Raman
noted, putting the “basic sanitation, upkeep and security of our
parks at risk.”
“Maintaining vibrant and
healthy parks are a critical piece
of ensuring that we build a better
Los Angeles as we emerge from
this crisis,” she wrote. “Now is
not a time to cut back on the
resources that will enable us to
preserve equitable access to outdoor space throughout our city.”
Dan Halden, communications
director for Councilman Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, said
O’Farrell “is closely following
the Budget and Finance
Committee’s deliberations and
looks forward to considering its
recommendations when the City
Council meets to approve the
budget later this month.”
“Creating and maintaining safe
and accessible spaces for active
and passive recreation is important to all residents and especially
working families,” Halden said.
“Parks and open space are a top
priority of Councilmember
O’Farrell, and any decision will
be informed by what’s best for
the community.”
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, noted that “in this year
and in many years past, the parks
department was hit hard by budgetary difficulties.”
“I would like to see some of
that restored for the many people
of Los Angeles who rely on the
parks and park services, from
park maintenance to recreational
programs that have been hardhit,” he said. “Since we’ve gotten
a huge chunk of money from the
federal government and we’ve
started a bunch of new programs,
we need to first prioritize our
heavily used park systems as the
parks return to full capacity.”
In a statement, Mike Shull,
general manager of the Los
Angeles
Department
of
Recreation and Parks, said the
department is “thankful for the
tremendous community support
to maintain a robust park system.
“L.A.’s parks are critical to
sustain the city’s infrastructure,
promote health and wellness, and
to advance equity through and
out of the pandemic,” Shull said.
“Support of parks ensures our
ability to provide the community
with quality, safe and well-maintained parks.”
After approval, the budget will
go into effect on July 1, the start
of fiscal year 2021-22.

Redistricting process has begun

From page 8

commissioners acknowledged the
concern from the public is high. But
they said that the fact that the commission is independent, as well as
the fact that all their meetings are
held in public, with all material
available online at wedrawthelinesca.org, should alleviate that.
“There’s lots of items in place
that will help us ensure transparency to Californians,” Ahmad said.
Ahmad said that they’re hoping to
start a series of public meetings to
collect input in the summer. In the

meantime, the community can submit feedback at drawmycommunityca.org.
“Personally, I think one of the
biggest challenges is managing the
COVID-19 pandemic while still trying to engage the community. We’re
still living in a virtual world,” she
said. “We’re asking a lot for folks to
ask to be involved in – census, voting and redistricting. … There’s lots
of things going on, so engaging folks
is going to be of absolute importance
in this process moving forward.”
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Broad remembered for impact on L.A.
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thropy was making contemporary
art and world-class architecture
essential to life in Los Angeles for
residents and visitors. Broad helped
turn Grand Avenue downtown into
a cultural thoroughfare and cofounded two museums along the
stretch:
the
Museum
of
Contemporary Art and the Broad.
He and Edye gave $60 million the
Los Angeles County Museum of
Art to build the three-story Broad
Contemporary Art Museum.
“No one spent more time and
energy promoting L.A. as an art
capital than Eli,” LACMA CEO
and Wallis Annenberg Director
Michael Govan said in a prepared
statement. “His impact on L.A. will
be felt far into the future. Though he
will be dearly missed, his legacy
lives on in so many places including BCAM at LACMA, continuing
the Broads’ vision of making great
works of art accessible to the public.”
His death prompted tributes from
around the city, state and country,
lauding Broad for the impact he had
on his adopted home. He is survived by Edye and their two sons,
Jeffrey and Gary.
“Few people had more of an
impact on the city of Los Angeles
than Eli Broad,” Sen. Dianne
Feinstein (D-Calif.) said. “His philanthropic work influenced fields as
diverse as education, science,
health care and the arts – especially
through the Broad, his worldfamous museum. Eli’s generosity is
responsible for research programs,

schools, museums and other efforts
designed to make Los Angeles and
California a better place to live. He
called himself ‘a builder,’ and that’s
the legacy Eli leaves behind.”
“Eli Broad will be remembered
as one of the most consequential
civic leaders Los Angeles has ever
seen,” Los Angeles County
Supervisor Janice Hahn, District 4,
said. “He loved his adopted city
and, through his generosity, helped
transform L.A.’s physical and cultural landscape and make it the capital of arts and culture it is today.”
“Eli Broad exerted great influence on envisioning the city’s culture and history by applying his
entrepreneurial business acumen to
his philanthropic visions,” Los
Angeles Councilman Paul Koretz,
5th District, said. “He didn’t just
throw money at our city but had a
hand in shaping how we remembered the past and designed our
future. Everywhere we see his
name he made a mark both on a
neighborhood and what it would
say about the L.A. story in perpetuity. Few people had the kind of
influence upon the city of Los
Angeles that Eli Broad did.”
His death was announced by the
Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation,
which along with representatives of
the Broad museum, detailed his
business accomplishments and philanthropy, which primarily focused
on the arts, but extended into the
realms of science and medicine.
It was a goal of the Broads to
share public access to contempo-

rary art, a passion first developed by
Edye when she started visiting
L.A.’s growing constellation of galleries. She mainly bought works on
paper until Eli joined her, and they
purchased their first-significant
piece: a Vincent Van Gogh drawing
in 1972. They later became
immersed in contemporary art, feeling that by collecting the art of our
time, they could create a meaningful art collection and enjoy the innovations and thinking of living
artists.
“And because art of our time
reflects many thought-provoking
social, political, cultural and racial
issues, we knew that contemporary
art was what we wanted to collect
and share with the public,” Broad
told the Beverly Press in 2016.
He played an active role at
LACMA since 1973 and served as a
trustee since 1995, a stretch that
saw Broad and his wife donate
nearly $70 million to support the
museum. That included the lead gift
to the Transformation Campaign,
which revitalized the museum and
expanded the campus, with the
addition of the BCAM, which
opened to the public in 2008.
“I believe in public institutions,”
Broad said in 2008, according to
LACMA. “My joy – not only with
BCAM, but the entire new
LACMA – would be to educate a
very broad public here in Los
Angeles, and make it a place where
people are comfortable.”
He joined other arts patrons to
found and create the MOCA in

Shoppers returning to Rodeo Drive, BH
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vaccinations has gone up.
“I think people have been
cooped up in their homes for 12
months and they’re absolutely
ready to get out and shop and
dine, and they’re excited about
it,” he said.
Kathy Gohari, president-elect
of the Rodeo Drive Committee,
also noticed the resurgence, especially at the end of March.
“I looked around and there
were families, there were couples
strolling up and down Rodeo
Drive,” she said. “Even though it
wasn’t as busy as it usually was, it
was nice to see a little bit of what
we are known for.”
Rodeo Drive was impacted like
many retail areas, Tronstein said,
but it only lost two tenants –
Lacoste and Tumi, though he
noted “it’s hard to pinpoint the
pandemic as the cause” – and the
famed shopping area continues to
attract new businesses, such as the
planned hotel Cheval Blanc
Beverly Hills.
“Certainly, [with Rodeo Drive
Associates being] one of the oldest
landlords on the street, it’s very
positive,” Tronstein said. “With
the amount of capital businesses
are investing into their spaces and
with the businesses also controlling their own destiny by purchasing real estate on Rodeo Drive, I
think it shows the strength and the
longevity of the street.”
The businesses are also receiving some help from the city.
Wunderlich cited some of the
city’s pandemic-related initiatives, such as OpenBH, which the
council voted on May 4 to extend
until the end of the year and
potentially make permanent.

photo by Brica Wilcox/courtesy of Rodeo Drive Committee

Shoppers are returning to Rodeo Drive as vaccination rates rise.

Other initiatives include Beverly
Hills Small Business week, which
is being celebrated this week,
May 3-7.
“It really is the small businesses
and the distinctiveness of our
small businesses that helps
Beverly Hills to thrive, and that’s
both to be attractive to visitors and
to provide an attractive experience for our residents. Those distinctive small businesses are the
backbone of our community,”
Wunderlich said.
Gohari added that the Rodeo
Drive Committee is also working
to bring customers back. They’ve
partnered with the Beverly Hills
Police Department to increase
public safety after the Il Pastaio
shooting on nearby Canon Drive
in March, and there will be special
events on Rodeo to attract visitors, such as a car rally to be held
on Father’s Day.
“We’re planning to be optimistic and plan to have experiential activities and installations to

continue on Rodeo Drive for the
rest of the year,” she said.
Wunderlich emphasized the
safe nature of the city’s reopening
– masks are mostly required
indoors, for the unvaccinated and
for large groups of people outdoors – and said he hopes the initiatives such as OpenBH continue
post-pandemic.
“We’re not engaging in overcrowding, but people are really
enjoying the possibility of again
being out with their family members, out with their friends, to be
able to take advantage of the
times we missed out on during
this long, tough year of the pandemic, and we implemented a
variety of changes,” he said.
“OpenBH is a pilot program, and
I think it provides a great example
of people getting to experience
something new, realizing that they
greatly enjoy it and for the city to
be moving in a direction of, how
can we keep this permanent for
the future.”

photo courtesy of LACMA

Broad, middle, stands with LACMA CEO and Wallis Annenberg Director
Michael Govan and architect Renzo Piano in front of BCAM under construction in 2007.

1979, and served as a trustee until
1984. He announced that they
would build a new contemporary
art museum – the first entirely new
art institution to be built in Los
Angeles in nearly 20 years – in
2008. The Broad opened in 2015.
Through their foundation, they
have made more than 8,700 loans
from their personal collection to
over 550 museums and galleries
around the world, including to
LACMA and BCAM.
But Broad’s legacy in Miracle
Mile and downtown was not free of
controversy. Construction of
BCAM prompted pushback and
anger from residents and neighbors
due to the fact that the entrance
wasn’t on Wilshire Boulevard,
according to longtime Los Angeles
architecture critic Greg Goldin,
who is the president of the Miracle
Mile Residential Association.
“The street is where you want to
have this kind of exchange between
its city and its occupants and the
cultural institution,” he said. “I
think it was a major failure on the
part of Broad. … It goes beyond
being symbolic when you turn your
back on the boulevard. It’s also
another way of saying things along
the boulevard don’t count.”
Goldin also critiqued his efforts
along Grand Avenue, both for its
gentrification of the Bunker Hill
neighborhood, but also for the fact
that decades later, that dream of a
cultural thoroughfare has not
become a reality. While Broad was
not the only developer of Grand
Avenue, he pushed the hardest,
Goldin said.
“It amounts to a megabucks
development that still is completely
hollow on a boulevard that is completely vacant – and I’m not just
talking about during a pandemic,
it’s been vacant for decades,”
Goldin said. “I think that when one
looks at Broad, one sees a man
whose money entitled him to
impose an urban vision that I think
in the end has done far more harm
to L.A. then the splendors of either
the individual buildings or the large
[dollars] he presumably doled out
because of his millions. I think
Grand Avenue is one of the worst
places in the city and continues to
be. And Wilshire Boulevard ain’t
doing too much better.”
Goldin and others also described
a falling out between Broad and
LACMA, the details of which
aren’t completely known, but likely
stem from broken promises regarding BCAM. Broad leaned into his
reputation regarding business and
philanthropy, writing the autobiography, “The Art of Being
Unreasonable,” which focused on
his goals of moving on to the next
endeavor.
A LACMA representative did not
respond to a request regarding the
issue.

“It was fraught with dispute,”
said Stephen Kramer, president of
the Greater Miracle Mile Chamber
of Commerce. “There was the
understanding on many people’s
part that Mr. and Mrs. Broad were
going to donate a significant
amount of their art collection to the
Broad that was being built on the
LACMA campus. Ultimately, they
changed their mind, and that was
kind of a big disappointment.”
Following the issues with
LACMA, Kramer said Broad
turned his energies away from
Miracle Mile and more toward
downtown. But he lauded Broad’s
efforts, saying his intentions were
always good.
“I think the degree of his passion
in caring about the arts is a positive
about this community and the larger
community,” Kramer said. “And
whether people like his style, he
certainly enhanced the arts community and the importance of that
community, not just in this neighborhood, but all over Southern
California.”
The Broads also invested more
than $650 million to improve
America’s public schools, as of
2016, and are working to find different ways to further incentivize
the public school system. After seeing academic improvements
throughout the charter systems,
they made the controversial decision to also invest more than $144
million in developing high-quality
public charter management organizations.
But ultimately, it will be Grand
Avenue in downtown where their
legacy is most felt. In addition to
museums, Broad helped fundraise
roughly $300 million to build the
Walt Disney Concert Hall on Grand
Avenue and was also a longtime
supporter of the LA Opera.
But he considered the Broad their
crown jewel.
“We want as many people as possible to have access to the museum
and the art within,” he said in 2016.
“Where other cities are insular and
exclusive, Los Angeles embraces
people from all walks of life. This
museum’s collection is our gift to
Los Angeles.”
“Our heart is on Grand Avenue in
downtown Los Angeles,” he said.
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