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Planning Commission Motorcycles cause mayhem on Melrose
OKs One Beverly Hills
n Scenes reminiscent

n Project heads to City Council in May

BY CAMERON KISZLA
The mixed-use One Beverly
Hills project took a major step forward on April 22, as the Beverly
Hills Planning Commission gave
the project most of the approvals it
needed to move ahead to the City
Council for consideration. Only a

development agreement still needs
to be considered by the Planning
Commission, which is scheduled
for the May 5 meeting.
The City Council is expected to
consider the project on May 20, 25
and 27. The three meetings will
See Mixed-use page 21
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Merv Griffin Way will travel underneath the One Beverly Hills project.

of ‘The Wild One’
terrify businesses
and neighbors
BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Melrose is known as a place for
new trends, but some say a dangerous new development is
emerging in the district. Large
groups of motorcyclists spontaneously show up and block
streets, ride on sidewalks, perform
stunts and cause havoc, local residents claim.
The new trend is similar to car
street takeovers, where drivers in
high-performance vehicles show
up unexpectedly and block streets
and intersections. Large crowds of
spectators gather and watch as the
vehicles spin in circles with
engines revving and tires burning
rubber. Vehicles have gone out of
control, hit bystanders and caused
death or serious injuries, police
said. Shootings and assaults have
also occurred, including one last
July in Hollywood that claimed
the life of a 17-year-old girl.
Like car street takeovers, the
motorcyclists block streets and

photo courtesy of the Melrose Action Neighborhood Watch

A man was assaulted by a group of motorcyclists on Melrose Avenue
in March and the attack was captured on video.

intersections, and participants perform stunts. They arrive on everything from off-road bikes, quads
and all-terrain vehicles to highperformance sport bikes, police
said. The motorcycle takeovers
also sometimes turn violent,
including an incident in March at
Melrose and Spaulding avenues
when a driver who allegedly
bumped his car into one of the
motorcycles was pulled from his

vehicle and punched and kicked
by a group of motorcyclists. The
assault was captured on video and
posted on the Melrose Action
Neighborhood Watch’s website.
“It’s like ‘Mad Max.’ I don’t
know what to say,” said Peter
Nichols, cofounder of the Melrose
Action Neighborhood Watch.
“They got into an altercation and
See Motorcycle page 21

Horvath to serve 16-month mayoral term Beverly Hills teen admits

to manslaughter for crash

n WeHo won’t install

next mayor until
September

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

BY JUSTIN SAYERS
It’s almost May, which in West
Hollywood typically means that the
city would be gearing up to install
its new mayor and mayor pro tempore in a swearing-in ceremony,
which just last year drew the likes
of former presidential candidate
Pete Buttigieg and actress and political activist Jane Fonda.
But this year, that ceremony will
be delayed until September, after
the City Council unanimously
voted in March to extend the terms
of Mayor Lindsey Horvath and
Mayor Pro Tempore Lauren
Meister, as part of an effort to sync
the mayoral terms with the city’s
new election calendar.
“It’s always an honor and a privilege to serve as the mayor of the
city of West Hollywood,” said
Horvath, who started her second
term as mayor in May 2020.
“We’ve been working together to
steer our community through this
difficult time. It was the request of
my colleagues and staff to continue

A Beverly Hills teen admitted
to manslaughter with gross negligence on April 23 for a traffic
collision on Feb. 17 that claimed
the life of a 32-year-old woman.
The Los Angeles District
Attorney’s Office confirmed the
conviction. Defendants tried as
minors admit to charges, as

opposed to pleading guilty, in the
juvenile justice system. The
defendant was not identified
because he is a juvenile.
“The minor admitted the petition for vehicular manslaughter
on Friday and he is expected to
return to court on June 30 for a
hearing,” Los Angeles County
See Teen page 22
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West Hollywood Mayor Lindsey Horvath will remain in her seat until
September as part of a move by the council to update the mayor and
mayor pro tempore terms to align with the new election calendar.

our term and extend my term and
continue having the rotation
through September. I’m honored to
continue serving especially during
such an important and critical
time.”
In West Hollywood, the position
of mayor and mayor pro tempore
have largely been ceremonial during the city’s 37-year history and

are cycled through the council, with
each member serving one-year
terms.
The council temporarily changed
that structure during the March 1
meeting when it consdiered a recommendation by the city clerk’s
office to align the mayor and mayor
See WeHo page 22

photo courtesy of the LAPD’s West Traffic Division

A memorial was placed near Olympic Boulevard and Overland
Avenue for Monique Munoz, who was killed in a collision on Feb. 17.
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Cedars-Sinai, UCLA Health
honored in Beverly Hills

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

On April 26, the Beverly Hills Health and Safety Commission was joined by
members of the Beverly Hills City Council in a virtual ceremony to honor representatives from UCLA Health and Cedars-Sinai Medical Center as part of
the Safety Recognition Program. Pictured from left to right in consecutive
rows starting at the top are Health and Safety Commissioner Dr. Lee H.
Hilborne; Health and Safety Commission Chair Cathy Baker; Health and
Safety Commission Vice Chair Dr. Kirk Y. Chang; Beverly Hills Councilman
Lester Friedman; Health and Safety Commissioners Helena Rosenthal and
Erica Felsenthal; Beverly Hills Councilman Julian Gold; Beverly Hills Mayor
Bob Wunderlich; Dr. Jeffrey A. Smith, executive vice president of hospital
operations and chief operating officer at Cedars-Sinai; David Marshall, senior
vice president and chief nursing executive at Cedars-Sinai; Johnese Spisso,
CEO of UCLA Health; and Karen Grimley, chief nurse executive assistant
dean at UCLA School of Nursing. For information, visit beverlyhills.org.

Beverly Hills to launch COVID-19
vaccine clinic at Roxbury Park
In an effort to slow the spread of
COVID-19 and to ensure the health
and safety of the community, the city
of Beverly Hills has partnered with
Fulgent Genetics to begin distributing either the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine at its mobile vaccine clinic at the
Roxbury Park Community Center,
located at 471 Roxbury Drive, on
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May 10, 11, 13 and 14 from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m.
All Beverly Hills and Los Angeles
County residents 18 years and older
are encouraged to sign up and make
an appointment by visiting
vaccine.fulgentgenetics.com for the
park and walk site (drive-thru not
available). Same-day walk-ups will
be accepted based on availability
only. Second dose appointments will
also be scheduled at time of booking.
For those who need assistance to
make an appointment, call Roxbury
Community Center at (310)2856840, on weekdays between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. You will need to provide
a phone number or email to complete
the booking process. Individuals
must provide a photo ID and confirmation number on the day of their
vaccination appointment. Health and
safety protocols will be in place at
the vaccination site; face coverings
are required.
For information, visit beverlyhills.org/covidvaccine.

WeHo hosts
budget forum

Community members are invited
to learn about West Hollywood’s
budget projections for fiscal year
2021-22 at an upcoming virtual
public meeting with the West
Hollywood City Council Finance
and Budget Subcommittee on
Thursday, April 29, at 5 p.m., via
Zoom. The meeting will also be
livestreamed on the city’s YouTube
channel at youtube.com/wehotv.
Members of the committee are
expected to discuss impacts to revenues due to COVID-19 restrictions on travel and business operations, as well as the budget outlook
in relation to city priorities. West
Hollywood’s Open Data portal
includes a page dedicated to the city
budget. For information, visit budget.weho.org and weho.org/councilagendas.

CALENDAR
Holocaust book

Holocaust Museum L.A. presents
“Stitched & Sewn: The Life-Saving
Art of Holocaust Survivor Trudie
Strobel” on Thursday, April 29, at
12:30 p.m. A child survivor of the
Holocaust, Strobel settled in
California, raised a family and for
years never discussed the horrors she witnessed. As part
of the healing
process later in
life, she used
needle
and
thread to stitch
vast tableaus of her dark and personal memories of the Holocaust.
Strobel will discuss her experiences
and art with Jody Savin, author of
“Stitched & Sewn.” Suggested donation $10. us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_z5pEFriuSmCCSa
QHft82Bw.

Get Lit’s
Classic Slam

Poetry lovers won’t want to miss Get
Lit’s 10th annual Classic Slam running from Thursday, April 29,
through Saturday, May 1. For this
year’s Classic Slam, each team will
be assigned a virtual theater where
they will compete. Every theater will
have a host, judges, competing poets
and an unlimited virtual audience.
Audience members can score each
poem alongside a panel of celebrity
judges. At the Classic Slam Finals,
the poem with the highest scores will
be named People’s Choice Award
Winner and $500 cash. The quarterand semi-finals will be held on April
29 and 30, from 7 to 10 p.m. The
finals will be held on May from 7 to
10 p.m. The Classic Slam will be
streamed on Youtube Live and
getlit.org.

Storytelling series

Enjoy 24th Street Theatre’s Saturday
Explorer Series for young audiences
on Saturdays, May 1, 8, 15 and 11,
with four live virtual performances
by professional storytellers sharing

tales from around the globe.
Showtimes are 12:30 p.m. On May 1,
Al Bostick presents stories from
African Akan folklore including
“Anansi Collects the World’s
Wisdom” and “How Anansi the
Spider Received the Sky-God’s
Stories.” The program on May 8 features Santino Jimenez and “The Day
It Snowed Tortillas” and “Juan
Cigarron.” On May 15, enjoy Bennett
Schneider and two stories by Oscar
Wilde about magic and love. Join
Shivani Thakkar on May 22 for
“Mythology, Magic, and Miracles,”
excerpted from India’s Ramayana, a
story of love, enchanted forests, war
and the birth of the Indian new year
celebration. Tickets are $10 per show,
or $24 for four shows. 24thstreet.org.

Artist Glenn Kaino

Join the Fowler Museum at UCLA
for a virtual tour of Japanese
American multimedia artist Glenn
Kaino’s studio
on
Tuesday,
May 4, from 11
a.m. to noon.
View works in
progress
that
build a framework for collaborative storytelling across generations, and listen
to a conversation between Kaino and
arts writer and adjunct professor
Scarlet Cheng. Admission is free but
RSVP
is
required.
tinyurl.com/fowlerxglennxscarlet.

Theatre 40

Los Angeles
Ballet gala

Los Angeles Ballet celebrates years
of performances at its “Season 15
Gala,” being held virtually on
Saturday, May 1, at 7 p.m. Proceeds
support Los Angeles Ballet’s performances and arts education outreach
opportunities. The gala will feature
excerpts from Los Angeles Ballet
performances with special guest presenters Paula Abdul, Robert Davi,
Siedah Garrett, Harry Lennix, Nigel
Lythgoe, Neal McDonough, Kenny
Ortega, Joe Pantoliano, Jane
Seymour and Adam Shankman.
Guests will enjoy a dinner provided
by Crustacean of Beverly Hills. The
event will help Los Angeles Ballet
recover from the cancelation of 2020
productions. Tickets are $600. losangelesballet.org/event-gala-2021.

Future Artists Gala

Don’t miss the 2021 Future Artists
Gala, a virtual evening of performances from past, present and future
artists at the Los Angeles County
High School for the Arts on Sunday,
May 2, at 5 p.m. The show features
young singers, dancers, musicians
and artists. Guests include Corbin
Bleu, Gabi Campo, Taran Killam,
Dusan Brown and Liisi LaFontaine.
Tickets start at $25 and proceeds support the school. lachsagala21.org.

Theatre 40 presents a Zoom reading
of the play “Freedom, Texas,” written and directed by Michael
Halperin, on Wednesday, May 5, at 7
p.m. Los Angeles college student
Steve Weisbart drops out of school in
1953 when he’s offered a job as a
disc jockey and radio announcer at a
small, rundown radio station in
Freedom, Texas, a city whose name
is a clue to its past. The event is free,
but donations are accepted.
us02web.zoom.us/j/83070904516?p
wd=U3ZEY3pKZ1JpUzNUbW8vS
0kyY1RZQT09.

The Broad Stage

The
Broad
Stage
launches
“REVEAL,” digital artist residencies
for the public, beginning on Thursday,
May 6. The series begins with three
episodes on May 6, 8 and 16 taking
audiences behind-the-scenes into the
artistic process of the program
“Reconstruction (Still Working but
the Devil Might Be Inside),” which is
collaboratively written by Brooklyn’s
the TEAM. “REVEAL” offers a
chance to learn about how today’s
ideas manifest into visions of theater’s
future. Through exclusive footage,
demonstrations, discussions and performances, audiences will gain insight
into the artists’ ideas and practices.
Admission is free but RSVP is
required. thebroadstage.org/reveal.

Bogie’s Liquor
Corona
Modelo
Tequilas
Margarita Mix
Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
Don’t Drink & Drive!
Open 7 days
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More digital billboards planned for Sunset Strip
n Sentney Building,

Whisky may soon be
topped by new
advertising space
BY CAMERON KISZLA

The West Hollywood Historic
Preservation Commission approved
a pair of billboard projects on April
26 that aim to add digital capabilities to existing advertising spaces
on historic structures on the Sunset
Strip.
The first billboard, to be built
above an 83-year-old Streamline
Moderne structure, the Sentney
Building at 9157 Sunset Blvd., is
planned to be in the same style,
which is known for a “fetish of the
machine and technology” as well as
natural shapes, said Ben Anderson,
co-founder and principal of Office
Untitled, who designed the project.
“We are referencing the machine
aesthetic of the materials, but the
form itself is referencing the trees
up and down Sunset Strip and our
immediate context,” Anderson said.
The 50-foot-by-20-foot digital
billboard
was
unanimously
approved by the commission,
though West Hollywood resident
Lynn Russell raised issues with
bringing more digital billboards to
the Sunset Strip when projects like
the Sunset Spectacular have rankled
neighbors with claims of overly
bright lights and colors that intrude
on apartments at night.
“I’m requesting that the commissioners put on the brakes if they’re
unsure about this project to any
degree … There appears to be no
community benefit,” Russell said.
Historic
Preservation
Commission Vice Chair Matt
Dubin argued that there is indeed a
community benefit, as funds from
the sale of advertisements for the
billboard will help support the
building beneath it, which was designated as a historic resource in
2019.
“Revenue will be put back into
protecting and preserving the
[building]. That’s a huge benefit
right there,” Dubin said.
As Jennifer Davis, senior contract
planner for the city, pointed out, the
new billboard also will not affect
the historic structure, which contains storefront and office space, in
any negative way.
“It cannot adversely affect significant features of the cultural
resource … This historic building
will continue to be used as it has
been,” Davis said.
Additionally,
the
Sentney
Building was declared historic with
the existing 60-foot-by-20-foot static billboard already in place.
“It’s very clear the presence of a
billboard, a new billboard, has no
effect, because we designated the
project [as historic] when there was
a billboard already there,”
Commissioner Edward Levin said.
A second approved billboard project for the Sunset Strip, however,
did not pass unanimously, and even
some commissioners who voted to
send the project forward had criticisms.
The planned billboard will
include digital and static portions –
each of which will be 14 feet by 48
feet – as well as a 5-foot-by-14-foot
capstone with digital capabilities. It
was praised by Aaron Green, president of Afriat Consulting Group,
who spoke on the behalf of the project, as “a very dynamic and exciting sign” that will accent the
Whisky a Go Go, which is located
beneath the billboard site at 8901

Sunset Blvd.
“It’s not really an addition to the
Whisky. It’s a completely separate
structure … It makes very clear
what is historic and what is new,”
added John LoCascio, principal
from Historic Resource Group,
who also spoke on behalf of the
applicant.
As with the Sentney Building,
this billboard would replace an
existing billboard that was already
present when the Whisky was
declared a local cultural resource in
2019.
“The size and scale of the billboard will not be any different from
what we have now,” LoCascio
added. “The difference will be that
the new billboard will have a frame
[that is somewhat translucent] ... It
will almost disappear to a certain
degree.”
The commissioners were not
totally convinced by the plan.
Levin disputed Green’s idea that
the billboard should be “dynamic,”
which Levin took to mean that the
digital portions of the billboard
would show animations.
“I do not believe it would be

appropriate to have dynamic color
change … We need to decide if
we’re going to allow that or not,
and I would prefer that we don’t,”
Levin said.
Green said the capstone “will not
include advertising.”
“We intend to use it for art and
public programming,” Green said.
Levin clarified that he did not
want to prohibit color changes, and
dynamic programming would be
allowed for art, but not for advertising.
“What I’m objecting to is that
that happens dynamically, that it’s a
continuous change while you’re
looking at it. I have no problem
with presets, like ‘It’s Pride Month,
we’ll go rainbow.’ … I think it’s
distracting from the resource to see
that change while you watch,”
Levin said.
Chair Lola Davidson pointed out
that the animations could attract the
attention of the youth to the historic
Whisky.
“For a younger generation, perhaps that is bringing more attention
to a historical site,” Davidson said.
Dubin was not convinced that the

rendering courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

A billboard proposed to be built above the Whisky a Go Go incorporates
static and digital advertisements.

billboard would not overwhelm the
Whisky, adding that he had “grave
problems with this design and with
the findings.”
“I don’t find this new structure
subordinate to the building,” Dubin
said.
Dubin was the lone vote against

the project’s approval, as the other
commissioners, while not fully in
favor of the design, felt their issues
fell outside the commission’s
purview.
The billboards will next go
before the West Hollywood
Planning Commission.
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Man’s disappearance still shrouded in mystery
By edwin folven

photo courtesy of the LAPD

A security camera captured video footage of a van that allegedly
struck and injured a teen pedestrian on April 21 and fled the scene.

Police search for van driver
who struck teen and fled

By edwin folven

A 15-year-old boy was severely
injured on April 21 after being
struck by a van at the intersection
of Prospect Avenue and Talmadge
Street in the Los Feliz District,
police said.
The boy sustained a broken
pelvis and two broken legs,
among other injuries, and is still
recovering, said Det. Calvin
Dehesa, with the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Central
Traffic Division. He remains hospitalized in stable condition.
Police hope someone witnessed
the collision or has information
that will lead to the driver.
“[The victim] got hit pretty
bad,” Dehesa said. “He’s in good
spirits, but he has a long road to
recovery.”
The collision occurred at
approximately 11:25 p.m. The
van was traveling eastbound on
Prospect Avenue when it allegedly ran a stop sign and struck the
teen as he was crossing the street,
Dehesa said. Residents in the
neighborhood heard the collision

and called 911, he added.
Paramedics arrived and took the
victim to a hospital.
“The kid was exercising and
was just crossing the street. He
was in an intersection with a fourway stop,” Dehesa said. “It looks
like the van ran a stop sign. We
have video of [the van]. Hopefully
somebody does the right thing and
comes forward and says something.”
Dehesa described the vehicle as
a white, newer model full-size
cargo van with rear windows. The
van also had a dark horizontal
molding running along the sides
just above the tires. the license
plate cannot be seen in the video.
The vehicle also likely has frontend damage, Dehesa said.
A $25,000 reward is available
for information leading to the
arrest and conviction of drivers in
injury and fatality hit-and-run
cases in Los Angeles. Anyone
with information is urged to call
detectives at (213)833-3713, or
email at 32010@lapd.online.
During weekends and off-hours,
call (877)LAPD247.

Man killed after ramming
patrol car in Hollywood

By edwin folven

A 34-year-old man was shot and
killed by Los Angeles Police
Department officers on April 24
after he rammed a patrol car with
his vehicle and confronted officers
near Sunset Boulevard and Fairfax
Avenue.
The officer-involved shooting
occurred at approximately 2:35 p.m.
Officers were responding to an
unrelated call with lights and siren
activated and were slowly
approaching Fairfax Avenue when
the suspect’s vehicle swerved in
front of their patrol car and stopped,
LAPD spokeswoman Lizeth
Lomeli said. The suspect placed his
vehicle in reverse and rammed the
front of the patrol car, she added.
The driver, who was wearing body
armor, exited his vehicle and
advanced toward the officers with his
right hand behind his back, Lomeli
said. The suspect disregarded commands by the officers and he allegedly began counting down from three
and moving his hand from around his
back when the officer-involved
shooting occurred, she added.
The man was struck by gunfire
and pronounced deceased at the
scene. The Los Angeles County
Department of Medical Examiner
Coroner identified him as Richard
Solitro. No weapon was found in

Solitro’s possession, police said.
Lomeli declined to provide any
further information because of an
ongoing investigation into the officerinvolved shooting. The incident was
captured on body cameras and is
under review by the LAPD’s Force
Investigation Division.
Video footage broadcast by television news outlets showed the suspect’s vehicle was covered in stickers
with writing and messages, including
“New World Order” and “King Satan
666.” Additional media reports stated
that Solitro was from Rhode Island
and he had previous altercations with
law enforcement, including being
shot and wounded by police in 2018
after allegedly brandishing a replica
firearm. Anyone with information is
encouraged to call detectives at
(213)486-5230.

The whereabouts of a 45-year-old
man who was last seen after he
dropped his girlfriend off on April 6
at a Griffith Park tennis facility
remain a mystery. Police are continuing to track down leads in the disappearance and are asking for tips
that may lead to Valentin
Broeksmit, who goes by Val,
according to his girlfriend, Marie
Peter-Toltz.
Peter-Toltz said Broeksmit did
not exhibit unusual behavior, show
signs of wanting to harm himself or
give any indication that he was
planning to flee in the hours leading
up to his disappearance. She said
Broeksmit dropped her off at the
tennis courts near Los Feliz
Boulevard and Riverside Drive at
approximately 4 p.m. and was supposed to return a couple hours later.
She waited and worried when
Broeksmit didn’t return as planned.
Peter-Toltz said her phone died and
she had to borrow one from someone at the tennis center to call her
boyfriend, who never answered.
“I was very worried,” Peter-Toltz
said. “He is a very reliable person. It
is unlike him. I waited so long at the
tennis club. I don’t know what happened to him.”
Peter-Toltz said she returned to
the apartment they shared near
downtown Los Angeles and wondered where Broeksmit was all
night. In the morning, a tracker on
her boyfriend’s cell phone alerted
her that it was located in a neighborhood near the Santa Monica (10)
Freeway on the southern outskirts of
downtown L.A. She said she went
to the location, a warehouse district
near Central Avenue and 16h Street,
and found the red 2020 Mini
Cooper they shared abandoned with
the phone inside. Peter-Toltz said
she then called police.
Det. M Beall, with the Los
Angeles Police Department’s
Missing Person’s Unit, confirmed
that was the same information PeterToltz told police about Broeksmit’s
disappearance. The Mini Cooper
was impounded and remains in
police custody as evidence, she said.
Investigators are not ruling anything
out and are following all leads.
“We are getting calls on it. We are
getting information from the public,” Beall said. “It’s an unusual case.
We are trying to move forward but
we are not getting anywhere.”
A point of interest in the case is
Broeksmit’s connection to a previous federal investigation involving
alleged improprieties at Deutsche
Bank, which was detailed in a 2019
New York Times article and bestselling book, “Dark Towers,” by
David Enrich. Broeksmit’s father,
Deutsche Bank executive William
Broeksmit, died by suicide in 2014,
and the younger Broeksmit allegedly had access to documents and
information about his father’s activities at the bank, according to the
New York Times article.
The article contained details about

Charges filed in attack at BH cafe

A federal grand jury has indicted
two men on conspiracy and hate
crime charges for allegedly attacking
five victims at a Turkish restaurant in
Beverly Hills on Nov. 4.
The indictment was unsealed on
April 17 following the arrest of
Harutyun Harry Chalikyan, 23, of
Tujunga. A second defendant in the
case – William Stepanyan, 23, of

Glendale – was arrested in
November and is in state custody.
The attack occurred at the Istanbul
Café, 326 S Beverly Drive.
Chalikyan and Stepanyan are each
charged with one count of conspiracy and five hate crime charges. They
face 10 years in prison for the hate
crime charges and five years for the
conspiracy charges, authorities said.

Broeksmit meeting with FBI agents
regarding their investigation into
Deutsche Bank and described him as
a whistle-blower. Without making a
direct connection to any information
provided by Broeksmit, the article
states that $41 million in fines were
assessed by the U.S. government in
2017 for Deutsche Bank’s alleged
failure to follow anti-money-laundering laws.
The article also described
Broeksmit’s alleged habitual drug
abuse and eccentric behavior,
including a penchant for trying to
expose secrets, an unsuccessful
attempt to join North Korean hackers and his musical skills in a band
called Bikini Robot Army.
Beall acknowledged the 2019
New York Times article and said she
spoke with FBI agents after
Broeksmit was reported missing.
They concluded it was unlikely that
investigation had anything to do
with Broeksmit’s disappearance on
April 6, she added.
“We know about the article.
Initially, we thought it might be
something, but we are fairly confident now it’s not the case, that it has
anything to do with the information
he gave the FBI,” Beall said, citing
the fact that years have passed since
the FBI spoke with Broeksmit. “We
can’t say with absolute certainty, but
we don’t think it’s the case.”
Peter-Toltz said the information in
the article was true regarding the
FBI investigation but offered no specific details about what Broeksmit
may have provided to government
authorities or may still possess. She
also denied Broeksmit was a substance abuser.
Peter-Toltz
surmised
that
Broeksmit’s disappearance is somehow connected to a custody battle
involving her son, but said she has
no concrete evidence. She said she

photo courtesy of Marie Peter-Toltz

Valentin Broeksmit has been missing since April 6 after last being
seen leaving the Griffith Park area.

lost custody of her 9-year-old son to
her ex-husband, and her relationship
with Broeksmit was and remains a
contentious part of the custody battle. She said Broeksmit spoke to a
case worker from the Los Angeles
County Department of Children and
Family Services on the day he disappeared, and she thinks he may have
been upset over prospects of her
regaining custody of her son.
“We had my son with us full time
until last year when I lost custody.
Val tried to stop them. Since then,
it’s been an ongoing battle,” PeterToltz said. “It’s not like Val to go
missing. It’s not like him to say he is
going to pick me up and he doesn’t.
I just don’t know what happened to
him.”
Anyone with information about
Broeksmit’s whereabouts is urged to
call the LAPD’s Missing Persons
Unit at (213)996-1800. During
weekends and off-hours, call the
LAPD’s hotline at (877)LAPD247.
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Palm Avenue senior housing project survives appeal
BY JUSTIN SAYERS
The West Hollywood City
Council narrowly voted this month
to deny an appeal from neighbors to
halt a long-proposed senior congregate housing and rehabilitation
facility, after the neighbors had
argued the city’s Planning
Commission incorrectly approved
the project on Palm Avenue.
After three hours of arguments,
public comment and discussion, the
City Council voted 3-2 during the
April 19 meeting to uphold the
commission’s approval, with the
majority of the council saying the
appellants – who labeled themselves as the Friends of Palm
Avenue – did not provide enough
information to show that the commission made any errors, despite
acknowledging longstanding concerns about the project.
“I think what we’re looking at
tonight is an attempt to do something that really hasn’t been done in
the city, and I think it would have
been preferred for us to have something more specific in our code to
more clearly define what this use is
and how it works in our city, perhaps,” Mayor Lindsey Horvath
said. “… What’s before us is not a
full reevaluation of the project but
rather an evaluation of the appeal of
the Planning Commission’s decision. I think based on what was presented to us tonight and with the
evaluation by our staff, including
our legal staff, I don’t think that the
appeal meets the threshold for us to
uphold the appeal and deny the project.”
“From our perspective, it’s not
our job to stand in the seat of a planning
commissioner,”
Councilwoman Sepi Shyne said.
“Although I’m concerned that these
aren’t going to have affordability in
them … For me there isn’t enough
evidence presented that is strong
enough to deny this appeal.”
Councilman John D’Amico, who
voted in favor of the appeal, said he
felt the project, which includes the
restoration of two bungalows the
city has deemed historic, does not
do enough to quell neighbors’ concerns about the size and look of the
project in terms of how it fits into
the neighborhood.
“After six years to come to this
point where more than 100 residents are against a good idea,
you’ve really done something
wrong,” D’Amico said. “This is a
fantastic idea and it’s terrible (that it
doesn’t have public support). I can’t
support this.”
For more than three years, LevinMorris Architects has been working
through the city process on the project, which would construct a new
four-story,
33,460-square-foot
senior congregate care housing
facility with an underground parking garage in the 900 block of Palm
Avenue. The project would preserve
the two bungalows, one to be used
as an entry facility, with the other as
a self-contained unit, for a total of
49 units on the site. The garage was
possible due to a senior housing
density bonus.
The project was initially brought
to the city’s Historic Preservation
Commission in 2017, which
expressed concern about the size,
massing and spatial relationship of
the development, in terms of how it
fit in with the residential neighborhood, as well as with the bungalows. The project was updated and
returned to the commission, which
voted 3-3 on whether to approve it.
That means it went forward to the

city’s Planning Commission without a recommendation for approval
from the Historic Preservation
Commission.
The Planning Commission voted
5-1 in favor of the project in
November. That decision prompted
the appeal from neighbors, who
argued the decision was made
“based on technical errors or errors
of fact, inaccurate or unsupported
findings, inadequate conditions,
and new information obtained by
the appellant,” according to city
staff.
Many of those arguments were
presented by Friends of Palm
Avenue during the April meeting’s

public hearing, during which the
group argued the project does not
adhere to Secretary of Interior standards regarding historic preservation, a study regarding the effects to
the surrounding neighborhood was
incomplete and the project does not
adhere to city’s goal to protect rentstabilized housing.
“These kinds of short-sighted,
micro-scaled analysis and recommendations got us here,” said Dee
Roberts, a community organizer
and member of the group. “This
development is not by right, it’s by
discretion. … This is an abuse of
See Palm page 21

photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

A proposed senior congregate housing facility project on Palm Avenue
will continue to move forward after the West Hollywood City Council
denied an appeal from neighborhood residents.

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

6 April 29, 2021

Progress continues on Fairfax Ave. complex
n Mixed-use structure

will include 28
affordable units

BY CAMERON KISZLA
A planned mixed-use complex
just north of Tom Bergin’s Irish pub
continues to move forward.
Last month, the Los Angeles
Department of City Planning
released an environmental assessment for the project, located at 800840 S. Fairfax Ave., that aims to
include 209 apartments – including
28 for extremely low-income
households – and more than 2,600
square feet of commercial space in
an eight-story building.
Adam Englander, a spokesman
for the project, which will receive
some benefits in the approval
process because it’s located near the
Purple
Line
Extension’s
Wilshire/Fairfax station that is currently under construction, said it’s
“exactly what transit-oriented
development should be.”
“It’s going to be walkable from
business centers, walkable from
new subway lines and providing
much needed affordable and rentcontrolled housing near these
hubs,” Englander said.
Some critics of the project, however, take issue with the building’s
eight-story height.
“The scale of the project is outside what our neighborhood needs

and requires,” said Greg Goldin,
president of the Miracle Mile
Residential Association. “These
will simply be luxury units that will
do nothing to address the overall
housing crisis in L.A. It will be just
another profitable investment for a
developer. On those grounds, we’re
not happy.”

“The city is and
continues to lose
rent-controlled
apartments,
which is about
the only form of
stabilizing
rents and
keeping them
affordable.”
-Greg Goldin,
president of the Miracle Mile
Residential Association

Goldin also said the MMRA supports “the tenants in the existing
buildings,” a complex known as
Fairfax Gardens, who will likely be

Rent relief offered for Los
Angeles County residents

Los Angeles County renters
and landlords who are having
trouble paying rent and utilities
because of a COVID-19 financial
hardship may qualify for the
California COVID-19 rent relief
program.
The California COVID-19 rent
relief program was created by the
COVID-19 Tenant Relief Act,
with the strongest-in-the nation
eviction protections signed into
law by Gov. Gavin Newsom on
Jan. 29. Funding comes from the
$2.6 billion in federal emergency
rental assistance program to
states and local jurisdictions.
Applications are not processed
on a first-come, first-served
basis; instead, priority is given to
households at the highest risk of
eviction.
Landlords who participate are
eligible to receive 80% of unpaid
rent for the period of April 1,
2020, to March 31, 2021, if their
renters are income eligible, and
as long as they agree to waive the
remaining 20% owed.
Renters whose landlords
choose not to participate in the
program can apply directly and
may receive 25% of unpaid rent
between April 1, 2020, and
March 31, 2021, which can help
protect them from eviction under

Senate Bill 91, with payments
made directly to their landlords.
To be eligible, a renter must
make less than 80% of the area
median income for L.A. County.
As an example, a family of four
in L.A. County is eligible for
rental assistance if their household income is $94,600 or less.
The renter must also have
someone in the household who
has had a financial hardship due
to COVID-19 and be past due on
rent or utilities, or need help with
upcoming rent or utility payments.
Renters or landlords living in
L.A. County can check eligibility
and apply for the state’s COVID19 rent relief program by visiting
housingiskey.com. Applicants
who need in-language assistance
can get more information, verify
eligibility and get help with the
application process by calling the
California COVID-19 rent relief
call center at (833)430-2122.
Applicants will not be asked
about their citizenship status.
It’s important to note that programs vary from city to county. If
you live in the city of Los
Angeles, the city is accepting
applications for its local rent
relief program through April 30
at hcidla.lacity.org.

Notable quotes

“Work as if you were to live a hundred years,
Pray as if you were to die tomorrow.”
Benjamin Franklin
1706-1790
“Poor Richard’s Almanack” [1757]

evicted once the pandemic-related
eviction moratoriums end to make
way for the construction.
“We don’t want those tenants to
be displaced,” Goldin said. “They
live in rent-controlled apartments,
and the city is and continues to lose
rent-controlled apartments, which
is about the only form of stabilizing rents and keeping them affordable.”
The evictions have not yet begun
due to the moratoriums, and
Englander did not have a timeframe
on when that will begin. He argued
that while the rent has not been
decided, rent increases will be limited because the new structure is
replacing a rent-stabilized building,
creating more affordable housing
for the community. He added that
the project will also benefit the
community by preserving and
improving Tom Bergin’s.
“This is really the type of project
that Los Angeles needs if we’re
going to come anywhere close to fixing our housing problem,” he said.
Louise Myers, 94, who’s lived in
the existing buildings “for more
than half my life,” said the current
apartment complex is “kind of
quiet,” with only a handful of tenants left in each building. Myers
said some tenants have taken cashfor-keys arrangements, agreeing to
move out for a fee, and the developers have offered to help the tenants
find new apartments.
“When this all started, they
offered me an apartment, but I
didn’t take it. Who knows how long
I’ll get, even after they tell us it’s
going to happen? It may be about a

rendering © Reed Architectural Group

A planned eight-story mixed-use complex at Fairfax Avenue and Eighth
Street is expected to include 28 affordable housing units.

year,” Myers said.
Another
longtime
tenant,
Annmarie Hehir, said because she’s
lived in a rent-stabilized unit for
nearly 20 years, “I’m able to live in
a wonderful neighborhood like the
Miracle Mile.”
“I wouldn’t be able to afford to
live here if I were paying market
rate,” she said.
Hehir said all the tenants know
for sure is that currently, the evictions are on hold, though they may
resume once the eviction moratoriums are lifted – potentially as soon
as June.
“I’m very worried about losing
my home,” she said. “I’m assuming
that I’m going to lose my home.
This is Los Angeles, developers get
pretty much whatever they want,
but there’s a possibility we could
get some say in how we exit this
building.”
While they’re waiting for more
information from the landlords, the
tenants are enjoying the time they

have left in the building, Myers
said.
“I just can’t imagine being any
place but here,” she said.
Jesse Zwick, spokesman for City
Councilwoman Nithya Raman, 4th
District, said in a statement that the
council office is “invested in the
ongoing work of the Fairfax
Gardens Tenants Association, the
Mid City West Community Council
and the previous CD4 office to support the existing tenants at risk of
displacement.”
“We are working to support the
tenants at Fairfax Gardens in securing the strongest protections possible within our city’s current legal
framework, while simultaneously
advocating to strengthen tenants
rights citywide through a new antiharassment ordinance and a universal right of return policy that affords
all tenants displaced by development the right to a comparable unit
at an affordable price in the new
building,” the statement read.
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Sounding the alarm in Beverly Hills
n Council moves ahead

with siren system

BY CAMERON KISZLA
Beverly Hills is moving ahead
with the creation of a siren system
for use during emergencies.
The City Council on April 20
unanimously directed staff to begin
the process of creating an array of
sirens to alert residents to risk from
wildfires, floods and other disasters.
Councilwoman Lili Bosse said
the siren system is “a high priority.”
“I want our community to be
ready for anything and everything,”
she said. “I think we have done a
better job with communication, but
this is yet another tool for us to let
the community know if, God forbid, there’s an emergency.”
The process will begin with public outreach and with a mobile testing siren so that city staff and council members can measure the
effects of the sirens on different
parts of the city.
A community meeting on the
topic will be held this summer, and
a contract for the devices is expected to be awarded this fall. If all goes
according to plan, construction
could begin by the end of this year.
The full citywide system could
take about a year to implement,
according to City Engineer Daren
Grilley.
Mission Critical Partners, which
was contracted by the city to look
into the feasibility of a siren system,
proposed two configurations, a sixsiren system placed above Sunset
Boulevard and a 12-siren system
with six more devices south of
Sunset.
Because the siren system will
have a “primary purpose … to alert
for wildfire,” the strong Santa Ana
winds must be accounted for,
according to Brian Malinich, senior

Beverly Hills
changes
face-covering
ordinance
The Beverly Hills City Council
on April 27 unanimously voted to
amend a section of its ordinance
regarding face covering requirements in order to align with new
recommendations set forth by the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and soon to be adopted
by the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health.
According to the updated guidance from the CDC, fully vaccinated individuals no longer need to
wear a mask outdoors while walking, running, hiking or biking alone,
or when in small gatherings, including with members of their own
households.
The CDC urges everyone, including those fully vaccinated, to continue wearing face coverings when
in crowds where 6 feet of distance
from other persons is not possible,
while attending large events and
gatherings, and in indoor settings
where unvaccinated people may be
present.
Once the county adopts regulations in accord with the CDC guidance, those regulations will apply in
Beverly Hills.
For information, visit cdc.gov.

technology specialist for Mission
Critical Partners.
The winds can push the noise
from the sirens south, so the city
needs to be sure that there are
siren sites “at the extreme northern boundary” of the city,” he
said.
“Just the northern sirens can provide coverage to the south during
Santa Ana winds,” Malinich said.
When the Santa Ana winds are
not present, however, the sound
would not carry to the southern portions of the city, and Councilman
John Mirisch expressed support for
using the sirens for uses beyond fire
season.

“I do not think we should only be
doing a siren system for wildfires.
There are so many potential dangers,” Mirisch said.
Mirisch said he supported the
sirens being able to broadcast
voice messages, as well as warning tones, something with which
the rest of the council seemed to
agree.
Malinich said even if the city
does not utilize the voice capability
often, it’s better to install those
devices at the beginning of the
process.
“It’s easier to implement [voice]
now and not use it than not implement and decide later, ‘I wish we

had that feature,’” Malinich said.
The council members also discussed system security, which Pat
McFeely, program manager of
Mission Critical Partners, said was
a focus of the process.
“One of the things we looked at
was that encryption would be used
for the system, so that you can’t
have bad actors taking over the system and setting your siren system
off when it should not be set off,”
McFeely said.
With their concerns assuaged, the
council members said they wanted
to move speedily to get the siren
system up and running.
“As far as I’m concerned, I wish
we had this in place yesterday. For
me, I’d like to fast-track this as
quickly as possible,” Bosse said.

photo by Cameron Kiszla

Remnants of Cold War-era siren
systems remain in the Los Angeles
area.
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Lawmakers aim to repeal law shielding gun industry
By edwin folven

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (DBurbank) and Sen. Richard
Blumenthal (D-Conn.) reintroduced
a bill on April 22 that would open
firearm manufacturers to lawsuits
that could hold them accountable for
negligence.
The bill – the Equal Access to
Justice for Victims of Gun Violence
Act – would repeal 2005 legislation
that shields the gun industry from
liability. Known as the Protection of
Lawful Commerce in Arms Act, the
2005 legislation was passed with the
intention that it would shield gun
manufacturers from frivolous lawsuits, but in reality, it has restricted
victims’ ability to obtain justice in
court, Schiff said.
“During the course of the pandemic, we had somewhat of a
reprieve from the daily, weekly
tragedy of mass gun violence, but
now it is being revisited with a
vengeance,” Schiff said. “Cities
once again are becoming synonymous, not for their contributions to
our national culture, not their particularly unique identities, but rather
with gun tragedies. It doesn’t have to
be this way.”
Schiff called the Protection of
Lawful Commerce in Arms Act an
impediment to addressing gun violence and added that it “essentially
immunized the gun industry.” It
shields manufacturers and sellers
from legal recourse when firearms
are sold to people not allowed to
possess them and the guns are used
to harm others, as well as the makers

of parts that can be bought online
and assembled into untraceable
“ghost” guns.
The congressman said the Equal
Access to Justice for Victims of Gun
Violence Act supports President Joe
Biden’s position regarding the repeal
of PLCAA, as outlined by the president in an announcement April 7
about his initial actions to curb gun
violence. Schiff said the goal is to
ensure fairness and accountability
when negligence occurs.
“We want to make sure victims of
gun violence have their day in court,
but more importantly, we want to
make sure to curb the incidents of
gun violence,” Schiff added. “The
legislation that Sen. Blumenthal and
I and others have introduced, as the
president recently said, is among the
very-top priorities in terms of dealing with the scourge of violence.”
Schiff and the other lawmakers
also said the Equal Access to Justice
for Victims of Gun Violence Act
would promote public safety by
rooting out companies and sellers
that skirt the law. The possibility of
being sued for negligence will
prompt gun manufacturers to follow
the law, Blumenthal added.
“There is nothing like legal liability to change behavior,” Blumenthal
said. “And the sense that a manufacturer or seller will be held responsible for knowingly distributing products when they are dangerous to
people who are dangers to themselves or others, or potentially a
defective product, is going to change
the way they conduct their business.”

Blumenthal acknowledged that
legislation similar to the Equal
Access to Justice for Victims of Gun
Violence Act has been introduced
before and failed. He believes this
year will be different.
“We have a president who gets it.
We have a majority in the House and
we have control over the Senate and
we can do this,” Blumenthal said.
“We can do it this year and people’s
lives will be different because, as the
president also said, gun manufacturers, sellers and dealers will realize
that they will be held liable if they
are irresponsible.”
The Equal Access to Justice for
Victims of Gun Violence Act is supported by 33 other members of the
U.S. House of Representatives and
21 U.S. senators. Gun safety organizations, including the Brady
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence,
Giffords, Everytown for Gun Safety,
Guns Down America, the Coalition
to Stop Gun Violence, Sandy Hook
Promise and Newtown Action
Alliance, also support the measure.
“The Protection of the Lawful
Commerce in Arms Act remains a
notorious stain on our nation’s history and a damaging law on its books,”
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun
Violence President Kris Brown said.
“This law has been interpreted to
provide the gun industry an unprecedented and undeserved shield from
rightful accountability. The Equal
Access to Justice for Victims of Gun
Violence Act is a needed step to
ensuring that the victims of gun violence can hold the companies and
actors who facilitate this public

photo courtesy of U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff’s office

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff, top right, joined other lawmakers and representatives of anti-gun violence organizations in introducing a bill that would
hold firearm manufacturers accountable for negligence.

health crisis accountable.”
The National Rifle Association
staunchly opposes measures to
repeal the Protection of Lawful
Commerce in Arms Act, and the
NRA’s Institute for Legislative
Action called it a threat to Second
Amendment rights.
“Contrary to the way the PLCAA
is portrayed by the anti-gun media
and other opponents, it does not provide ‘absolute immunity’ to
unscrupulous gun companies,” read
an NRA-ILA statement posted on its
website. “Most common and legitimate forms of recovery are still
available to plaintiffs under the
PLCAA, including those based on
the manufacturers’ or sellers’ own
violations of gun control laws or
laws governing the sale or marketing of the products, negligent
entrustment by sellers, breach of
contract or warranty, design or manufacturing defects (when the harm
was not caused by a volitional criminal act) and enforcement of federal
gun control laws. In other words,
while the PLCAA has been success-

fully used to block litigation arising
from the behavior of third parties, it
allows various sorts of suits alleging
harm from the manufacturers’ and
sellers’ own bad actions.”
Schiff said he is focused on building support for the Equal Access to
Justice for Victims of Gun Violence
Act.
“We need to demand more of government and the private sector,
including the manufacturers and
dealers of firearms. If any other
industry’s product enabled such violence and tragedy, they’d rightfully
face accountability, and the gun
industry should be no different,”
Schiff said “We cannot prevent
every mass shooting with one single
measure, but ensuring that the gun
industry can be held accountable
when it negligently sells weapons to
criminals or any who are barred
from purchase, and that gun violence victims get their day in court,
is a critical piece of a comprehensive
approach. With President Biden’s
support, I’m hopeful we can finally
get it over the finish line.”
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WeHo takes steps to pass gun safety law

By Justin sayers

The city of West Hollywood took
the first step on April 15 toward
passing a Safe Gun Storage
Ordinance, despite concerns from
some that the law could potentially
leave the city open to a lawsuit.
The City Council unanimously
directed staff to draft the ordinance,
which would require firearms to be
securely stored in a locked container
or disabled with a trigger lock in residents’ homes. It was passed with
limited discussion as part of the consent calendar and will be brought
back for a first reading at a future
meeting.
The move came despite some
concern from residents, who questioned during the public comment
portion of the meeting whether the
law would violate constitutional
rights of gun ownership and selfdefense. Those concerns extended to
include Councilman John D’Amico,
who said he felt the initial language
in a staff memo could result in litigation.

“I don’t support gun ownership,
but they are legal things, like cigarettes and automobiles. They kill people,” he said. “But I also know that
requiring people to have their
weapons locked in their home when
they are by themselves or with their
partner, to me, I’m not sure I understand that. … I do think there is some
sensible gun storage language that is
missing from this that might make
more sense in terms of whether or not
this turns into a lawsuit.”
City Attorney Lauren Langer said
preliminary research has been conducted and found similar laws have
been passed in the state, including
one in San Francisco that held up to a
federal court challenge. The city of
West Hollywood ordinance would be
modeled after that law, she said.
“It’s always helpful to hear some of
the legal issues and legal hurdles with
different topics as early in the process
as possible, so that we can research
and craft ordinances appropriately,”
Langer said. “I want to be clear to the
public that the direction tonight is just
for my office to look into the ordi-

nance and draft an ordinance that will
come back at a future meeting. At a
future meeting, there will be actual
language and an actual ordinance to
discuss as opposed to the high-level
concepts that were raised in staff
reports.”
In the memo, city staff noted that
the proposed ordinance was brought
to the council for consideration by
Moms Demand Action for Gun
Sense in America, a nonpartisan organization aimed at reducing gun violence and improving gun safety.
Other cities have adopted similar safe
gun storage ordinances, including
Los Angeles and Culver City. The
push for safe storage laws comes
amid a rising number of gun purchases and gun-related deaths, the majority of which are suicides.
California law requires firearm
owners to keep guns safely secured
and stored and requires trigger locks
to be sold with guns unless the buyer
proves they own a gun safe. But the
law does not define what safe storage
means, leading to many owners
engaging in improper safety and stor-

BH chamber hosts spring business collaborative

The Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce is holding its virtual
Spring Business Collaborative on
Tuesday, May 4, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.
The complimentary event for business professionals features content
for all brands and sectors. It includes

speakers from the hospitality, health
care, employment law, luxury and
corporate consulting, commercial
and residential development, marketing and technology industries. Live
chat and network with hundreds of
professionals and enjoy behind-thescenes interviews, live Q&A ses-

Let’s

sions and prizes..
The chamber’s Back to Business
Campaign provides businesses
access to vital resources, support and
marketing efforts. For registration
and a complete list of events, visit
beverlyhillsbtbspringcollaborative.vf
airs.com.
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The West Hollywood City Council will consider an ordinance that would
require all firearms to be stored in a locked container or disabled with a
trigger lock in residents’ homes.

age practices, according to the memo.
“The proposed Safe Gun Storage
Ordinance would require all firearms
in a residence be securely stored in a
locked container or disabled with a
trigger lock,” the memo read. “The
ordinance defines a locked container
as a secured container that is fully
enclosed and locked by a padlock,
keylock or similar locking device
and a locking device (or trigger lock)
as any device, when applied to the
firearm, renders the firearm inoperable. The proposed recommendation
to draft a Safe Gun Storage
Ordinance may prevent the unintentional deaths of children and teen suicides by as much as 85% depending
on the type of storage and can also
prevent guns from being easily
stolen in the case of a home invasion.
Department of Justice-approved safe

inner

NOW OPEN ‘TIL 7:30 NIGHTLY

GRILLED SALMON TAPENADE

HOTCAKES FOR DINNER

ALMOND CHICKEN

GOURMET MEATLOAF

Grilled Atlantic salmon served on creamed
spinach and creamy mashed potatoes
Breast of chicken dusted with flour and
almonds served with creamy mashed potatoes
and steamed broccoli

gun storage devices can be purchased for as little as $40 and trigger
locks are often distributed for free at
police stations.”
While the motion passed, other
members of the council, including
Councilwoman Lauren Meister,
wanted to ensure that there will be
further discussion about the ordinance once it is brought back to
council, and that it won’t again be
included on the consent calendar.
“Hearing the feedback, we can
think through different iterations
when we bring back the ordinance –
think through different exceptions
and different ways that it can be
read,” Langer said.
“It’ll be an item that the council
can discuss and take public comment
on,” City Manager Paul Arevalo
said.

BEAT
THE CLOCK
SPECIALS
4-6 PM M-F

One Buttermilk Hotcake, one egg, choice of one turkey link or
bacon. Served with maple syrup and butter
Choice chuck and pork ground together to create this old
time favorite! Topped with mushrooms and gravy. Served with
creamy mashed potatoes

OPEN FOR DINE-IN, PATIO, TAKE-OUT DELIVERY
6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Open Mon.-Fri.
7am - 7:30pm
Follow Us!
Sat. & Sun.
@duparsfm 6am - 7:30pm
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Trial college to be held next month in Cabo

By Justin sayers

More than 300 lawyers, law students and industry professionals
will descend on the Mexican resort
city of Cabo San Lucas next month
for the first-ever Dordick Trial
College, an event aimed at preparing trial lawyers for the courtroom.
The event, which is scheduled
from May 13-16 at Hacienda Del
Mar, has attracted some of the most
renowned trial lawyers from
around the country, who will lead
discussions, networking events and
offer tips to lawyers and law students about how they can more
effectively represent their clients,
according to attorney Gary A.
Dordick, who is organizing the
event.
The entirety of the profits will be
donated to Boston-based DanaFarber Cancer Institute, a move
Dordick, a cancer survivor, thought
was important.
Dordick, a Beverly Hills-based
attorney who has received a number of awards for his trial experience, said that he had planned the
event for last May but it was postponed due to the coronavirus pandemic. He moved his lectures to
Zoom and found major demand
from lawyers seeking to learn the
tricks of the trial.
“During the coronavirus time, I
switched from live lectures to
Zoom lectures and they were very
successful. One of my Zoom lectures had almost 8,000 people. We
have actually crashed Zoom three
times with our lectures,” he said.
“Those were great opportunities to
reach a lot of people across the
country that want to learn how to
be better lawyers and more effectively represent their clients. The
problem is you don’t have any
human contact, any socialization,
you don’t have the opportunity to
sit around to exchange ideas.”
The trial college is open to
lawyers from any type of practice,
as well as students, who can get a
preview of what to expect after law
school. He hand-picked more than

40 lawyers from around the country to speak during the event, a list
that includes 15 Trial Lawyer of the
Year winners from different publications.
Speakers
include
Christopher
Dolan,
Arash
Homampour and Nicole Whyte.
The location was selected to
allow for a more relaxed, fun and
vacation-like environment, as well
for the resort’s adherence to
COVID precautions and its proximity to California, Dordick said,
with events including bonfires and
live bands on the beach. He said
it’s the one of the first events of its
kind to return since the pandemic
and one of the first of its kind outside of the country.
“Everybody is really excited
about getting together and
exchanging ideas,” Dordick said.
“I’m trying to put together the most
talented trial lawyers to teach
lawyers who want to better represent their clients and at the same
time, we plan on having a huge
party and a festive environment.”
Among the speakers are
Nicholas Rowley, and his wife,
Christina, who helped create and
instruct the Trial by Human
method, which offers tips to
lawyers on how to promote a more
human aspect of being a lawyer by
building better relationships with
clients outside of the courtroom.
Nicholas Rowley said that
Dordick, who has been a mentor to
for the couple in their careers,
invited them to participate and they
said, ‘Of course.’”
“He’s one of the best trial
lawyers in history in our opinion,”
Rowley said. “I think it’s very
unique. You have someone who is
a real trial lawyer that’s putting on
a program that big that is a program where lawyers are actually
going to be on their feet learning
skills. There are others that have
done it throughout the country but
never of this magnitude – and
never of this magnitude outside
the United States.”
Rowley said the topics that
attendees will be able to learn

Beverly Hills touts benefits of tap water
The city of Beverly Hills has
launched the #ReThinkBHTap
campaign to educate about the benefits of tap water. The campaign is
part of an effort to highlight sustainable practices that benefit the environment.
The city puts its tap water through
a rigorous monitoring process verifying it meets or exceeds water
quality standards, and ensuring it is
safe and healthy to drink. Each year,
the city releases a water quality
report that examines the process and
outlines chemicals, microscopic
organisms and radioactive materials
(many of which are naturally occurring) found in its water. The city of
Beverly Hills has met all federal and
state drinking water health standards each year, as reported in the
annual Consumer Confidence

Report. This year’s Consumer
Confidence Report is currently
being prepared and will be available
on July 1.
“Our Public Works Department
puts in an enormous amount of
effort to ensure we continue to
deliver clean tap water so that our
community, as well as the environment, remains healthy for the
future,” Beverly Hills Mayor Bob
Wunderlich said. “It’s imperative
we do all that we can to utilize this
valuable resource in a sustainable
manner so that our planet can continue to thrive.”
Throughout the year, the city will
host educational presentations,
workshops and social media campaigns to explain the benefits of tap
water and dispel myths. For information, visit beverlyhills.org/bhtap.

Rehiring of workers stressed by state

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed new
legislation on April 16 to create a
statewide policy requiring the
rehiring of employees who lost jobs
due to the coronavirus pandemic.
SB 93 requires employers in the
hospitality and business services
industries, including hotels, air-

ports, entertainment venues and
large event centers, to offer new
positions to qualified former
employees, through 2024.
For
information,
visit
leginfo.leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/fa
ces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=20
2120220SB93.

include how to try a case, how to
pick a jury, how to connect with
your clients and how to win over a
jury. He also called the list of
lawyers extraordinary and said
he’s excited to hear from his colleagues.
“It’s just really wonderful that
Gary and [his wife] Nava are
putting this together. It’s just really
wonderful,” Rowley said. “It’s the
light at the end of the tunnel for so
many of us. … The light at the end
of the tunnel on the beach with a
margarita.”
More than 300 people have
already signed up for the event,

which is capped at 350 people due to
coronavirus precautions.
Registration starts at $395 for
non-attorneys, $595 for attorneys
with less than five years of experience and $695 for attorneys with
more than five years of experience.
Registration and information is
available at dordicktrialcollege.com.
The event has attracted a number
of sponsors, Dordick said, with
other opportunities for exhibition
booths still available. He chose
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
because “I think that they do great
work.”
“It’s probably touched every family in some way or another,”
Dordick said. “Hopefully we can
raise a lot of money for a good
cause.”

photo courtesy of Gary A. Dordick

Beverly Hills attorney Gary A.
Dordick is holding the Dordick Trial
College in Mexico from May 13-16.
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City sites continue push for vaccinations

photo courtesy of Metro

Construction continues to progress on subway stations on the
Purple Line Extension.

Webinar offers the latest
updates on subway work
Stay up to date on construction
of the Purple Line Extension subway project during a webinar on
Wednesday, May 5, from noon to
1 p.m., via Zoom. To participate,
visit zoom.us and use the webinar
ID: 910 4911 3927, or call
(888)788-0099.
Work is also occurring at many
locations
along
Wilshire
Boulevard from Wilshire/Western
to Century City. At future subway
stations in Century City and
Wilshire/Rodeo, ongoing station
excavation is occurring. The subway stations at Wilshire/La
Cienega, Wilshire/Fairfax and
Wilshire/La Brea are in the later
stages of construction. Crews are
building passageways, utility
rooms, entrances and exits and
other structures in the stations.
Through May 7, Gale Drive
will be closed north of Wilshire
Boulevard daily from 6 a.m. to 5
p.m. The north crosswalk will
also be closed to pedestrians.
Access to driveways will be
maintained. Work is also occurring in staging yards at
Wilshire/La
Cienega
and
Wilshire/Gale.
Metered parking lost due to the
closures and construction is being

replaced with parking at 8447
Wilshire Blvd. and 8350 Wilshire
Blvd. from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The
first hour is free by mentioning
Metro when entering the structure.
At Wilshire/Fairfax and
Wilshire La/Brea, concrete deliveries will continue. Intermittent
lane reductions on Wilshire
Boulevard and interconnecting
side streets may be necessary.
Wilshire Boulevard will be
reduced to two lanes in each
direction through September
between Detroit and June streets.
On weekends, lane reductions
may be implemented on Wilshire
Boulevard between La Brea and
Highland avenues.
Crews are also working near
Wilshire/Western, the current terminus of the Purple Line subway.
Intermittent lane closures may be
necessary on Wilshire Boulevard
between Western Avenue and
Manhattan Place, and on
Manhattan Place north of
Wilshire Boulevard.
For questions and concerns,
call the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.

City converts streetlights with LEDs
As part of efforts to enhance safety and sustainability, the city of
West Hollywood will use light emitting diode illumination in all streetlights.
Existing streetlights will be retrofitted with LEDs and all new streetlights will use the technology,
which is significantly more energyefficient than existing conventional
light sources. The LED lights use

30% to 40% less electricity, which
also increases their cost-efficiency,
city officials said. The new streetlights will be equipped with a
remote monitoring system that will
allow city staff to more expediently
detect and repair outages. The LED
streetlights will also provide better
lighting, enhancing visibility and
safety. For information, visit
weho.org/gogreen.

Letters to the Editor
Beverly Hills has right
idea with Slow Streets
initiative
Re “BH launches neighborhood slow streets program,”
April 22 issue
The initiative displayed by the
City of Beverly Hills is remarkable. “Safer use of streets for all
modes of transportation while
reducing speeding traffic” may

be a dream come true for selected
neighborhood streets.
Yes, it is only temporary, and it
may never come to be. Consider
the effort needed to get 51% of
the residents to sign up for it.
Will cars be allowed to doublepark, as I see so often on [my]
street? Beverly Hills Mayor Bob
Wunderlich has the right idea.
Good luck. We can use some of
that initiative in L.A.
George Epstein
Detroit Street

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
announced that plans called for city
sites to administer nearly 150,000
first and second doses of COVID-19
vaccines this week, an increase in
capacity following federal guidance
that allowed the use of the Johnson
& Johnson vaccine. Another fixed
location for vaccinations was also
announced in Century City.
“To end this pandemic, we need
to use every dose we have, and the
Johnson & Johnson vaccine is a critical piece of that strategy,” Garcetti
said. “The top health experts in the
world have made it clear: all three
vaccines are effective and safe, and
each of them will protect us, our
families, our communities, and help
us save lives.”
The city was expected to receive
nearly 42,000 doses of the Moderna
vaccine and over 63,000 doses of
the Pfizer vaccine, in addition to
29,000 doses of the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine already in inventory. Altogether, including a small
supply of doses from the previous
week, city vaccination sites are
expected to administer roughly
150,000 doses to Angelenos —
including over 100,000 first dose
appointments and more than 47,000
second doses.
The city has also further expanded access to vaccines at the new

photo courtesy of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office

Vaccinations have ramped up again after use of the Johnson & Johnson
vaccine resumed.

fixed vaccination site at 2000
Avenue of the Stars in Century City,
where Angelenos can receive the
single-dose Johnson & Johnson
vaccine. The site in Century City is
operating Tuesday through Saturday
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. City vaccination sites at San Fernando Park,
Hansen Dam, Crenshaw Christian
Center, Lincoln Park, Pierce
College, USC University Park, Cal
State L.A. and Los Angeles
Southwest College are open
Tuesday through Saturday from 8

WeHo residents encouraged
to attend scoping meetings
The city of West Hollywood is
getting the word out that Metro is
starting the formal environmental
impact report process for the
Northern Extension of the
Crenshaw/LAX line, the project
that could bring Metro light rail service to West Hollywood.
As part of that process, Metro
will be hosting three two-hour virtual scoping meetings to determine
what to include in its analysis,
which will ultimately help Metro to
select the final route and get the project shovel-ready for construction.
“It’s important that Metro gets
feedback from the community
members who will be using Metro
rail service to our city and to connect the region,” City of West
Hollywood Mayor Lindsey Horvath
said. “The city of West Hollywood
is one step closer to realizing our
vision to #FinishTheLine, building
on years of progress, advocacy and
community support for more transit
opportunities. The Crenshaw
Northern Extension will provide
critical north-south connections and
enhance the existing Metro regional
rail network, which is excellent not
only for West Hollywood – it’s also
a wonderful step forward for the
entire metropolitan region.”
West Hollywood residents and
community members are encouraged to attend one of Metro’s
upcoming virtual meetings to let
Metro know what issues and design
considerations matter to them, as
well as what destinations and route
alternatives should be included in
Metro’s study. The meetings, which
will each cover the same topic and
general information, will be held on
Thursday, April 29, from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m.; on Thursday, May 6,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.; and on
Saturday, May 8, from 10 a.m. to
noon.
The Zoom link for April 29 is
us02web.zoom.us/j/87500507019;
the meeting ID is 875 0050 7019.
The Zoom link for May 6 is

“The city of West
Hollywood is one
step closer to
realizing our vision
to #FinishTheLine.”
-Lindsey Horvath
Mayor
City of West Hollywood
us02web.zoom.us/j/82996680178;
the meeting ID is 829 9668 0178.
The Zoom link for May 8 is
us02web.zoom.us/j/84880363069;
the meeting ID is 848 8036 3069.
For community members who
wish to provide feedback but who
cannot attend any of the scheduled
virtual meetings, email comments
may be sent to Metro directly at
crenshawnorth@metro.net or may
be submitted by calling Metro’s
project hotline at (213)418-3093.
For information, visit weho.org/rail.
For the past several years, the city
of West Hollywood has been working with West Hollywood
Advocates for Metro Rail, All on
Board Coalition and the city of Los
Angeles to build support for the
Metro light rail line Northern
Extension
to
connect
the
Crenshaw/LAX rail line with MidCity, West Hollywood, the Metro
Red Line station at Hollywood &
Highland in Hollywood, and possibly even the Hollywood Bowl.
The city of West Hollywood and
its coalition partners have built
momentum on a proposal to accelerate the completion of the
Crenshaw/LAX rail line Northern
Extension to as early as 2028,
instead of 2047, in time for the Los
Angeles 2028 Olympics and
Paralympics.
For information, contact David
Fenn, city of West Hollywood
Associate Planner, at (323)8486336 or at dfenn@weho.org.

a.m. to 4 p.m. The Dodger Stadium
site will be open Thursday through
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
Dodger Stadium site closes on days
when the team hosts games.
For vaccination appointments,
visit coronavirus.lacity.org/vaxappointment.
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

Wood & Vine reopens

A

fter 13 months of being closed,
Wood & Vine’s General
Manager Wally Moran is happy to
announce that the beloved restaurant located across from the
Pantages Theatre is opening
Thursday, April 29. Wood & Vine’s
chef, Roberto, is preparing seasonal, sustainable and humanely raised
proteins and fish entrees and locally
sourced or organic produce in creative ways. Moran and his team
strive to create an inviting atmosphere with their warm hospitality.
To make a reservation call
(323)334-3360 or email reservations@woodandvine.com. 6280
Hollywood Blvd.

Power hour at Parm
Boyz pop-up

C

hris Amirault’s Power Hour
parm-focused pop-up concept
is launching at the Corner Door in

ioned, spicy margarita or bartender’s choice. Food specials
include $7 antipasto, $8 garlic
bread and $10 parmesan “nuggies.”
Finish with tiramisu made with
cold brew, espresso liquor, creme
de cacao and vanilla. Patio dining is
available from 5 to 10 p.m. Takeout
and delivery is also available via
ChowNow, Caviar and Postmates.
12477 W. Washington Blvd.,
(310)313-5810.

Cinco de Mayo

Culver City. This new location follows his successful run at Ronan in
West Hollywood. Parm Boyz
chicken and vegetarian eggplant
parmesan are made with East
Coast-style red sauce and served
with spaghetti. Starting April 29,
Power Hour is every Thursday
through Sunday from 5 to 6 p.m.
Specials include an $8 old fash-

H

D

ecorated for guests to enjoy
Mexican food classics, tasty
margaritas and great music, Pink
Taco is offering a Cadillac margarita, frozen mango margarita and
shots of Casamigos or Patrón.
Seating is available on the extended
outdoor patios and in the cantina for
a lively dining experience. 8225
Sunset Blvd., (323)380-7474.

Socalo Cinco
De Mayo

Party kit at
Gracias Madre

photo courtesy of Pharm Boyz

Pink Taco Cinco de
Mayo

ave your Cinco de Mayo celebration at home, the beach or a
nearby park with Gracias Madre’s
new Cinco de Mayo party kit.
Inside are four canned margaritas,
guacamole, salsa and chips, deconstructed jackfruit taco kit, esquites
(corn off the cob) and a mini bottle
of mezcal. The cost of this kit is
$100 (a $240 value), and pre-orders
are available today for this organic,
plant-based fiesta. Go online at graciasmadre.co. 8905 Melrose Ave.,
(323)978-2170.

C

elebrated chefs Susan Feniger
and Mary Sue Milliken invite
Angelenos to celebrate Cinco de
Mayo by offering $5 tacos, $5 beers
and cocktail specials, with Mexican
wines ranging from $8 to $10 all
day (dine-in only). The regular
menu will also be available for
dine-in, takeout and delivery.
Lunch is available at the walk-in
counter service. Dinner reservations are available for indoor and
outdoor patio seating from 4 to 8
p.m. 1920 Santa Monica Blvd.,
(310)451-1655.

Tallula’s Cinco De
Mayo Fiesta

C

hef Brad Long is cooking up
Cinco de Mayo specials that
include Linda’s classic taco platters
made with grass-fed ground beef in
hard shell tacos, poblano chile rellenos and seasonal ceviche. Drink
specials include prickly pear margaritas, mini margarita flights and
mezcal flights. For those staying at
home, pick up the Ultimate Party
Pack for $185. It’s a heat-and-serve
package that feeds 4 to 6 people and
includes nachos, Linda’s classic
taco kit, a half dozen organic chicken enchiladas, family-size Caesar
salad, organic rice pudding and a
large bottle of margaritas. There are
some à la carte options too, like
chips, guacamole and salsa, large
bottles of hibiscus margaritas or
spicy mezcal margaritas. The deadline to pre-order is Monday, May 3,
at 5 p.m. Curbside pickup available
on May 5 from noon to 4 p.m.
Limited to-go orders placed on
Cinco de Mayo are available.
Tallula’s is only accepting direct
phone
orders
or
online
takeout/delivery through the Rustic
Canyon
Family
app
and

T-Bone Special!

We are now taking PRE-ORDRER
RS for ourr

A
All-Day
Brun
nch Spe
ecial

serv
ved
d Thursday
h d y,, May
M 6 through
h Tu
Tuesday May 11
1

˜ Entr
E res ˜

USDA Prime. All Natural
$16.98 /lb.
with this ad - exp. 5/5/21

Grilled Salmon witth Mango Salsa
Or
d Red Grapes and Cabbbage
Pork Tenderloin with Roasted

˜ Included Siide Dishes ˜

Choice of soupp du jjou
ur or Garden Salad
Grilled
g
ll d Asppparagus
Creamy
y Mash
hed
h
d Potatoes
Slice
s Fruit Pie
l off Du-parrs

Dinner for 2: $50 or $29.95 per person

Children 3-11 yrs. $17.95 includes Ice Cream Scoop - dinee-in only

Available for Take-Out,
t, Delivery or Din
ne-In

6333 W. Third St. • Farmers Market
323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 80 Years

Follow Us!

@duparsfm
In the Original Farmers Market • 3
3rrd & Fairfax
ai
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 • frances@dupars-psrr..com
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ChowNow. E-mail events@tallulasrestaurant.com. Make a reservation to enjoy indoor and outdoor
dining at Tallula’s from 4 to 10 p.m.
118 Entrada Drive, (310)526-0027.

Nueva Cinco
de Mayo

C

elebrate all day on May 5 at
Nueva with chefs Vartan
Abgaryan and Mesraim Llanez as
they present their cantina menu
with south-of-the-border cocktails
and agaves. The fiesta lasts from
noon to 11 p.m. with a variety of
frozen margaritas, including
cilantro and nasturtium and pineapple-infused Aperol. There is also a
rotating selection of sparkling, rosé,
white and red wines from Mexico
and non-alcoholic beverages.
Select one of the many ceviches,
including a seafood coctel or vegan
ceviche. Nueva’s tacos include
roasted heirloom carrot, falafel
tacos,
tempura
sea
bass,
Mediterranean octopus, chicken
tinga and a pork belly chicharron
taco. Salads include a smoky
Caesar and a colorful street cart
salad with mango, pineapple, jicama, cucumber, radish and lime.

Larger plates include yellow corn
mole (vegan) with roast squash,
wood-grilled branzino, Mary’s free
range roasted half chicken and a
grilled 16-ounce bone-in prime ribeye with roasted vegetables. Neuva
also offers a children’s menu. Sit
out on two outdoor dining patios or
inside the dining room. Takeout and
curbside pickup is available.
Delivery is through DoorDash. 822
Washington Blvd., (310)747-6050.

Cinco de Mayo at
El Torito

E

l Torito’s founder, Larry Cano,
was a pioneer in delivering
Mexican cuisine to Southern
California. He always celebrates
Cinco de Mayo by serving delicious
Mexican food and El Torito’s
famous margaritas and imported
bottled beer, along with live mariachi bands and DJs (where county
guidelines permit). On May 5, El
Torito is offering a build-your-own
taco bar where guests are served by
El Torito staff. The party starts at 3
p.m., and seating is available
indoors and outdoors. Margarita and
taco stations are set up for guests to
order their preferred beverages and

!
y
r
r
e
b
e
Blu
We’rre celebrating
National Blueberry Pie Day
now th
hrough Sunday
y!

IIn the Original Farmers Market
e • 3rd & Fairfax
x
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-84
447
frances@dupars-psr.com

tacos conveniently. 13715 Fiji Way,
(310)823-8941; and 3360 Ocean
Park Blvd., (310)450-8665.

Lanea Cocktail Bar
Cinco de Mayo

O

n May 5, enjoy all-you-can-eat
street tacos and two Cazadores
cocktails for $20 from 4 to 9:30
p.m. Lanea’s signature tacos
include lamb wrapped in agave
leaves and pit-roasted underground
for 36 hours. There is also grilled
steak and chicken; shrimp topped
with mango, green and red peppers
and avocado; a spinach and mushroom taco; and a vegan Beyond
Meat taco. All tacos are handmade
to order on 100% gluten-free corn
tortillas and most are served with
guacamole, cilantro and onion. This
special meal has a 60-minute table
limit. For those who don’t select
this special, sip an $11 margarita
and à la carte taco starting at $2.50.
217 Broadway, (424)265-7437.

SOL Mexican Cocina

T

he Baja-inspired restaurant is
offering an exclusive menu just

for Cinco de Mayo that is available
for dine-in only from 3 p.m. to close.
Menu highlights include guacamole;
chorizo and mushroom con queso;
taco vampiro asada made with double tortilla stuffed with carne asada,
melted cheese, serrano chiles, scallions, guacamole, pico de gallo,
chipotle sauce and topped with
cotixa. Taco plates offer a choice of
two sides, including black beans, red
rice, quinoa salad or spicy slaw.
Enjoy with SOL’s specialty margaritas made with fresh citrus juice,
along with bottled Mexican beer and
tequila shots. To-go orders can be
placed over the phone. Online ordering will not be available during the
day. 12775 Millennium Drive, #160,
(424)289-0066.

The Cottages
at Savoca

E

njoy one of the most romantic
and unique dining venues at the
JW Marriott Los Angeles L.A. Live
in downtown L.A. The Californian
trattoria Savoca offers custom-built
outdoor dining cottages, complete
with heating, electric candles and
cozy décor. Chef Nathaniel
Marcus’ menu is inspired from his

time cooking in the charming
Sicilian town of Savoca. Now open
for both indoor and outdoor service,
his dinner menu includes house
made agnolotti, seared branzino
and hearty short ribs prepared with
roasted carrots and Sangiovese
wine. 900 W. Olympic Blvd.,
(213)765-8600.

Herb and Seed meal
service

C

hef Natalie Jaconetty started a
zero-waste,
plant-forward
vegan meal service during the pandemic. Now Southern Californians
can order satisfying macronutrientdense meals delivered to their
home. The meals range in price
from $11 to $15.50. Breakfast
options include banana overnight
oats, chickpea scramble and banana
oat waffles. Lunch entrées include
stir fry, rainbow buddha or
Mediterranean bowls. Dinners like
Greek stuffed peppers, creamy
tomato polenta stacks and enoki
mushroom cakes with miso glazed
broccolini are offered. Deliveries in
L.A. County are made each
Monday. Follow on Instagram
@HerbandSeedLA and visit
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
April 18 and April 24. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7600 block of
Lexington at 3 p.m.

April 19

April 19

At 4:24 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 200
block of S. Beverly.

At 9:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8700
block of Dorrington.

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 100 block of S. Beverly at
8:48 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of N.
Robertson at 11:26 a.m.

At 2:24 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 200
block of N. Beverly.

At 1 p.m., a suspect assaulted a
victim during a domestic violence
incident in the 900 block of N.
Palm.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 400 block of N.
Oakhurst at 6 p.m.

April 20
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of N.
Maple at 3 p.m.

April 20
At 6:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 8000
block of Romaine.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 400 block of S.
Western at 10 a.m.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 800
block of N. Las Palmas.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 100 block of N.
Highland at 12:05 a.m.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 600
block of N. Harper.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 300 blo9ck of
S. San Vicente at 3:20 p.m.

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5600
block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Wilcox and Homewood at 1:40
p.m.

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Franklin and Highland.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5100 block of
Marathon at 10:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 400 block of
Melrose at 4:45 p.m.

At 11:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft near
the corner of Sherbourne and
Beverly.

At 1:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of The Grove.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8500 block of
Beverly at 3:02 p.m. Another petty
theft was reported in the same are
at 3:11 p.m.
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of The Grove and Third.
At 3:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6200
block of Third.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 400 block of N.
Fairfax at 4 p.m.
At 5:30 p.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs in
the 6000 block of Hollywood.

April 21

An unknown suspect committed
an assault near the corner of
Sunset and La Brea at 5:50 p.m.

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed stole auto parts in the
200 block of Tower.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7100 block of
Santa Monica at 2 p.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5500
block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of S.
Peck at 4 p.m.

At 4:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1200
block of N. Havenhurst.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8500 block of
Beverly at 6:02 p.m.

At 6:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 9700 block
of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Formosa and Santa Monica at
9:09 p.m.

At 6:18 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7900
block of Melrose.

April 21
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of N. Rodeo.

April 22

At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of N. Orange Grove.

April 22

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5800 block of
Sunset at 7 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Cahuenga and Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 9000 block of Beverly
at 7:59 a.m.

At 4:04 p.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 1100 block of
N. Genesee.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1600 block of N.
Cahuenga at 8:30 p.m.

At 5:23 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of N. Rodeo.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8400 block of De
Longpre at 9:40 p.m.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 100 block of
N. Gardner.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 9900 block of
Durant at 9:30 p.m.

April 23

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Highland
and Cherokee at 9 p.m.

April 23

At 2:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 900 block
of Hammond.

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
200 block of N. Oakhurst.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 9200 block of
Sunset at 8:29 p.m.

April 24

At 11:55 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
1200 block of N. Havenhurst.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 9000 block of
Wilshire at 1:05 p.m.

April 24

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Wilshire and Whittier.

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Romaine and La
Cienega.

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 300 block of N. Rodeo at
2:39 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 500 block of N. La
Cienega at 12:25 p.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

Los Angeles Police
Department

April 18

At 9:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1800 block of El Cerrito.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Santa
Monica and Wilton at 10:40 p.m.

April 19
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1300 block of N. Vista.

At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Fountain and Wilton.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Western
and Melrose at 6 p.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1300 block of N. Sycamore.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7100 block of
Hawthorn at 11:40 p.m.

April 20
At 2:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6400
block of Fifth.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of S.
Norton at 5 a.m.
At 7:10 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim near the
corner of Cahuenga and Santa
Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Beverly and Martel at 11:15 a.m.
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near
the corner of Gramercy and First.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1600 block of N.
Saint Andrews at 2:30 p.m.
At 2:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 100
block of N. La Cienega.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
S. Detroit at 4:30 p.m.
At 4:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1500
block of Vine.

April 23
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7300 block of
Melrose at 12:50 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5400 block of
Clinton at 2 p.m.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 200
block of S. Norton.

At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Cahuenga and Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5600 block of
Wilshire at 4:03 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of N.
Robertson at 3:30 p.m.

At 5:33 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1000
block of N. Highland.

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 200
block of Tower.

An unknown suspect stole a bicycle in the 900 block of N. Martel at
8 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7000 block of
Hollywood at 8 p.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7000
block of Franklin.

April 21

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Eighth and Tremaine at 10 p.m.

At noon, an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1700 block
of N. Highland.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 900 block of N.
Highland at 1 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1600
block of N. Gower.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 100 block of N.
Robertson at 7 p.m.
At 8:25 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 6300
block of Hollywood.

At 11 p.m., a suspect assaulted a
victim during a domestic violence
incident in the 6500 block of
Hollywood.

April 24
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 800 block of S.
Bedford at 1 a.m.
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1900
block of N. Las Palmas.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft near the corner of
Bronson and Carlos at 5:50 a.m.

A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Santa Monica and Wilshire at
5:24 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1600 block of N.
Western at 10 p.m.

At 11:04 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
500 block of N. Wilton.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Selma and
Ivar at 12:01 a.m.

At 10:25 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near
the corner of Mansfield and
Lexington.

April 18

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5500 block of
Hollywood at 11:30 a.m.

At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 600
block of S. Detroit.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Fairfax and First at 11:45 a.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1000 block of N.
Gardner at 11:45 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Wilcox and Hollywood at 4:50 a.m.

At 12:30 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 600 block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6100 block of De
Longpre at 12:01 a.m.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 100
block of N. La Cienega.

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of N. Almont.

At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
5500 block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near Saint Andrews
and Council at 2:30 p.m.

At 12:05 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
1700 block of N. Las Palmas.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Hollywood and Argyle at 7:50 p.m.

April 22

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5600 block of
Sunset at 7:30 a.m.
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Waldorf Astoria adds luxury yacht voyage for guests L.A. Dodgers Foundation to
Waldorf Astoria Hotels &
Resorts has introduced Waldorf
Astoria Coastal Voyage, an unforgettable experience that includes a
relaxing coastal voyage aboard a
private yacht and an indulgent stay
at the Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills
and the recently rebranded Waldorf
Astoria Monarch Beach Resort &
Club.
“To celebrate Waldorf Astoria
Monarch Beach Resort & Club
joining the Waldorf Astoria family
this January, we are excited to partner with the iconic Waldorf Astoria
Beverly Hills to bring this distinctively Southern California experience to life for our guests,” said
George Munz, general manager at
Waldorf Astoria Monarch Beach
Resort & Club. “Both properties
showcase the best of their destinations through unparalleled personalized service and there is no better
way to further highlight the beauty
of the California coast than with a
coastal voyage along the Pacific.”
“We welcome Waldorf Astoria
Monarch Beach Resort & Club to
the Waldorf Astoria family, and
look forward to providing this
bespoke new offering to hotel
guests as a way to explore what
Southern California has to showcase via land and sea,” Waldorf
Astoria Beverly Hills General
Manager Vanessa Williams said.
The Waldorf Astoria Coastal
Voyage experience can begin at
either resort and includes a luxury

give away World Series ring

photo by James Baigri/courtesy of Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts

Guests can cruise the Southern California coast and stay two nights at
the Waldorf Astoria Monarch Beach Resort & Club and two nights at the
Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills as part of the Coastal Voyage package.

yacht voyage to the other property.
Guests will cruise aboard a 40-foot
private yacht with custom Waldorf
Astoria amenities, culinary delights
and signature cocktails. The threehour voyage will feature sweeping
views of the Southern California
coastline. Private transportation
will take guests to each property
after docking.
The stay at the new Waldorf
Astoria Monarch Beach Resort &
Club includes two-night accommodations in a one-bedroom ocean
view suite. Guests can choose
between a round of golf at Monarch

“[We] look forward to providing this
bespoke new offering to hotel guests
as a way to explore what
Southern California has to showcase
via land and sea.”

Vanessa Williams
General Manager
Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills

Antonio’s Cinco de Mayo

Beach Golf Links or a 90-minute
spa treatment at the new Waldorf
Astoria Spa. A $500 allocation for
dinner for two at Bourbon Steak
OC by Michael Mina is also included.
At Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills,
guests will enjoy two-night accommodations
in
a
luxurious
Hollywood suite with panoramic
windows and a private terrace. A
relaxing La Prairie Spa Signature
Massage for two and $500 allocation for dinner for two at The
Rooftop by JG or Jean-Georges
Beverly Hills is also included.
The Waldorf Astoria Coastal
Voyage starts at $18,000. For information, visit waldorfastoriamonarchbeach.com and waldorfastoriabeverlyhills.com.

The Los Angeles Dodgers
Foundation announced on April 22
the launch of a 2020 World Series
Championship Ring Sweepstakes,
giving one lucky fan a chance to
win an authentic ring personalized by Jostens. Over the next
four weeks, fans will receive
one entry for each $10 donation
made
online
at
dodgers.com/win. The sweepstakes will conclude on May
21, and the winner will be
notified shortly thereafter.
“We are thrilled that Dodger
fans will have a chance to win an
official World Series ring that mirrors the style of the one gifted to our
players,” said Nichol Whiteman,
CEO of LADF. “Offering an unforgettable and priceless piece of history, the sweepstakes also supports
our vision to ensure that every
Angeleno has the opportunity to
thrive.”
The sweepstakes winner will
receive a personalized 2020 World
Series Ring nearly identical to
those received by Dodger players,
which features approximately 222
round diamonds, 10 princess-cut
diamonds, 45 custom-cut genuine
sapphires and eight round genuine
sapphires. The rings have a carat
weight of 11 carats.
Net proceeds will directly benefit
LADF’s continued focus on
improving Los Angeles’ most
pressing problems – education,
homelessness, health care and
social justice. Through a social justice lens, LADF runs and funds
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The Los Angeles Dodgers’ 2020
World Series ring contains more
than 200 diamonds and sapphires.

proven programs that level the
playing field and invests in on-theground solutions driven by the
communities it serves. Since inception, LADF has invested $32 million into local communities. In the
last year alone, joint relief efforts
with Dodger partners, corporate
sponsors, volunteers and nonprofits
have provided 3.8 million meals
and $2.2 million in in-kind donations of food, water, hygiene
necessities and Dodger products
to vulnerable populations who
are experiencing homelessness,
food insecurity, lack of basic needs
and significant anxiety. For information, visit dodgers.com/ladf.

New location
now open!

Santa Monica & Bundy store
12109 Santa Monic
ca Blvd. W
We
est LA
(424) 317
7-0307
Cinco de Mayo, May 5
Chiles en Nogada & Chicken Mole,
Fabulous Drinks & Margaritas! Mariachis 7-9 pm

Mother's Day May 9
Mexican & American celebrations!
Beef Tamales, Tacos de Carne Asada,
Cocktails for the moms, cards & sweets.

Antonio’s
Mexican Restaurant
7470 Melrose Ave. • Los Angeles• 323-658-9060
www.antoniosonmelrose.com

Open for dine-in, takke-out and delivery
7 days a week - 10:3
30 am to 9:30 pm
Since 1931

Fa faax
Fairf
Open
24 Hours

Wo
W
orld Famous, Aw
Awarrd
d Winning Restaurantt • Deli • Bak
ke
ery • Bar • canterrssdeli.com

419 N. Fairfax Av
ve
e. (323) 651-2030
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‘Mortal Kombat’ tests hope for better films

Why do I cling to hope? I should
know better. I do. Movie trailers
aren’t always an accurate barometer
of a film’s quality. But a polished
piece of marketing pulls at the
cinephile within. That inaugural
peek at the “Mortal Kombat” reboot
fooled me.
Warner Bros. employed a clever
marketing strategy to mask the
film’s banality: release the best
seven minutes early. It’s a solid
sequence featuring warrior and family man Hanzo Hasashi (Hiroyuki
Sanada) fending off ominous foe
Bi-Han (Joe Taslim). They both
enjoy alternate “Kombat” names,
but no need for spoilers here. Both
Sanada and Taslim are proven performers, the former with a career
dating back the ‘60s, while Taslim
rocks it in Indonesian martial arts
film “The Raid: Redemption” and
Netflix’s “The Night Comes for
Us.”
The promise of those seven minutes fades once “Kombat” settles
into a modern-day setting lathered
in banal drama. Game familiars Jax

(Mehcad Brooks) and Sonya Blade
(Jessica McNamee) search for
humans baring a mark that signifies
they must compete in an ancient
tournament – Mortal Kombat – that
will determine the fate of Earth, or
Earthrealm, to distinguish it from
other planetary dimensions.
Unfortunately, humanity lost nine
times in a row. One more and
Outworld, ruled by Shang Tsun
(Chin Han sporting a really bad
wig), gains control. With less than a
month until opening ceremonies,
Tsun doesn’t play fair, sending his
warriors to exterminate Earth’s
champions before they can even
compete.
Us muggles prove harder to dispatch, but that doesn’t necessarily
mean victory is nigh. For starters,
Cole Young (Lewis Tan), an original

character here, hasn’t even unlocked
his special ability, like Liu Kang’s
(Ludi Lin) fire or Kung Lao’s (Max
Huang) supernatural control of a
sharpened metal hat. Then there’s
Kano (Josh Lawson), just as obnoxious and morally bankrupt here as
his 1995 counterpart.
Following the success of both
“Detective Pikachu” and “Sonic the
Hedgehog,” I foolishly believed a
long-standing curse might lift.
Perhaps the big five studios finally
unlocked the secret to a well-made
flick hailing from 8-bit origins. Not
yet.
“Kombat” might surpass its ’95
predecessor in some ways
(“Highlander’s”
Christopher
Lambert as Lord Raiden was certainly … a good choice), but that’s a
low bar. An R rating, better graphics
and a budget more than triple the
original (though a fraction of your
standard blockbuster) – the time
should be now for top contenders of
Earthrealm and Outworld to clash
for the soul of the planet.
Alas, the WB doesn’t invest $55

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures

Mehcad Brooks stars as Jax and Joe Talsim is Sub-Zero in “Mortal Kombat,” a reboot of the 1995 film.

Discover European films at 2021 SEEfest

The 2021 South East European
Film Festival, co-presented by
ELMA foundation for European
Languages and Movies in America,
announced the lineup of official
selections for the 16th annual edition of the festival, which started on
April 28 and runs through May 5.
The festival presents cinematic
and cultural diversity of 18 countries of the Balkans and Caucasus
to American audiences, and provides a platform in the U.S. for the
discovery of new talent from South
East Europe.
SEEfest will honor internationalphoto courtesy of SEEfest
ly celebrated author Dubravka Ivana Marinić Kragić’s “Nun of Your Business” is one of seven films makUgrešić (“The Age of Skin,” “Yaga ing their North American premiere during the 2021 South East European
Laid an Egg”) with this year’s Film Festival.
Legacy Award and Marija Škaričić
(“Mare”) and Jasna Djuričić (“Quo Digital Nomad,” and two interna- Živković’s “Galeb (Tito's Boat),”
Vadis, Aida?”) with the film festi- tional premieres, Jadran Boban’s Nebojša Slijepčević‘s “70,” Ivana
val’s inaugural Legacy Acting “That Other Village” and Sidar Marinić Kragić’s “Nun of Your
Award.
İnan Erçelik’s “Wind Horse.” Business,”
Bruno
Pavić’s
This year’s virtual presentation is Among the seven North American “Landscape Zero” and Pavel
once again rich with premieres, premieres at SEEfest are Marko Cuzuioc’s “Please Hold the Line.”
including two world premieres, Djordjević’s
“My
Morning
For the full schedule, to buy
Elka Nikolova’s “A Question of Laughter,” Gjergj Xhuvani’s final passes or tickets, or for other inforSurvival” and Kata Oláh’s “My feature, “My Lake,” Ivan mation, visit seefilmla.org.

JFLA presents ‘The Nikaidos’ Fall’ through Thursday

Japan Foundation Los Angeles
announced that it will be screening
“The Nikaidos’ Fall,” directed by Ida
Panahandeh, through Thursday,
April 29, at 7 p.m.
The 105-minute film, which is in
Japanese with English subtitles, is
the latest from the Nara International
Film Festival's “NARAtive” film
production project. It came out in
2019 and was directed by

Panahandeh, who won a special
prize for promising new directors in
the Un Certain Regard section at the
68th Cannes Film Festival. Naomi
Kawase serves as executive producer. It will only be accessible during
the screening period, which opened
on Wednesday, April 28.
The film tells the story of Tatsuya
(Masaya Kato), who after losing his
son, is anguished by the danger of his

ancient family line coming to an end.
His mother Haru (Kazuko
Shirakawa) urges him to embark on a
loveless second marriage, and meanwhile he secretly hopes that his
daughter
Yoshiko
(Shizuka
Ishibashi) will marry a husband willing to adopt the Nikaido name and
follow in his footsteps.
For information and to watch, visit
jflalc.org/ac-japanema-042821.

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures

Lewis Tan, as Cole Young, is an original character in the new version of
“Mortal Kombat.”

million in a property like this – one
that requires a good deal of CGI and
constant action – with high hopes.
Its primary strength is name recognition, which mutates into an easy
target for anyone looking to hate on
yet another video game adaptation.
“Kombat” is a prime example of
forced nostalgia. All those familiar
phrases, easter eggs, fan service to
an audience some two decades later.
“Fatality,” “flawless victory,” “get
over here” (maybe that one works)
and others grace characters’ lips,
often in rather unnatural ways.
But a few winks and nods to the
diehards hardly breaks a film.
“Avengers assemble” didn’t make
sense in “Endgame,” after all, but
fans long waited for its arrival, forgiving any logical ruptures. It
worked because of everything else
surrounding it.
“Kombat” might be able to pull
off a pandering throwback if the rest
falls into place. Why? Why didn’t it
all fall into place?

I continually wonder how a film
like this moves through pre-production and into production unconcerned about glaring problems, like
a second act entirely devoted to
character development and a fasttracked introduction of various baddies, only to discard them a scene
later.
Haven’t studios learned anything
from the “Fast and Furious” films?
Be as dumb, over the top as you
want, but take characters and plot
seriously. “Kombat” goes where far
too many video game flicks have
gone before: brand recognition and
enough enticing moments to fill a
few trailers. And I fell for it – I
watched.
And I’ll probably watch the next
one, if god of thunder Lord Raiden
(Tadanobu Asano, who also starred
in another series with a thunder god,
all three “Thors”) works his magic
and somehow convinces a studio
exec to press on. I’ve got nothing
else to view, anyways.
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BH’s spring art show to be held in May

photo courtesy of Milestone Photo

George Chakiris, who won an Oscar for best supporting actor, unveiled
a new plaque for Academy Award winners in the TCL Chinese Theatre
forecourt.

Chakiris leads TCL ceremony

George Chakiris, who won an Academy Award for his role in “West
Side Story,” celebrated the 60th anniversary of the movie by unveiling a
design for a new plaque honoring the more than 100 Oscar winners who
have handprints and footprints in the TCL Chinese Theatre forecourt.
Chakiris, who won an Oscar for Best Supporting Actor, unveiled a
prototype design for the large-size plaque during a ceremony on
Wednesday, April 21. The plaque will eventually be on permanent display.
For information, visit tclchinesetheatres.com.

The City of Beverly Hills
Community Services Department is
holding its spring Beverly Hills Art
Show on May 15 and 16, a bi-annual
event now in its 47th year, by offering live master classes and an art
exhibit area featuring local artists in
the Gardens of Greystone Mansion
and Gardens, 905 Loma Vista Drive.
Reservations are required and can be
made at beverlyhills.org/bhrec under
the special events tab.
Eight highly skilled artists will
lead intimate master class workshops in watercolor, drawing,
mixed media, architectural and
landscape photography, ceramics
and jewelry making. Participants
will be able to learn and be part of
an engaging, interactive artistic
experience. Space is limited, so
early registration is advised. Artists
will have artwork on display for
purchase as well.
“We are excited to showcase a
few amazing Art Show artists in
Master Class workshops” said
Brooke Putich, Art Show coordinator and the city’s arts and culture
recreation supervisor. “The public
will also have a chance to wander
through various booths featuring art
from local artists.”
In addition, beginning Monday,
May 10, Beverly Hills Art Show
Online will feature interviews with
artists, painting instruction and
more. The online gallery will give
people an opportunity to view artwork from over 200 artists from
around the country. The gallery will
feature artwork in painting, sculpture, watercolor, photography,
mixed media, ceramics, glass, jew-
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The spring Beverly Hills Art Show which feature class workshops in
watercolor, drawing, mixed media, photography and more.

elry, drawing and printmaking.
Artists will have artwork for purchase. To access Beverly Hills Art
Show
Online,
visit
beverlyhills.org/artshow.

For questions about the workshops or information, call the
Community Service Department’s
Arts & Culture Division at
(310)285-6830.

Keeping an eye on
neighborhood crime

Ambro
rosia
MAY
PIE OF THE
MONTH!

Civic leaders and law enforcement officials have tried innovative
ways to fight crime in the local community for years. In this photograph from the April 14, 1983, issue of the Park Labrea News, thenLos Angeles City Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky, left, and Wilshire
Division officer James Witowski announced the new Beverly-Fairfax
Community Patrol, a partnership between residents and the Los
Angeles Police Department. The LAPD had a special Wilshire Area
Crime Task Force deployed to the community at the time and community members patrolled neighborhoods in private vehicles and relayed
information about suspicious activity to officers. The plan also called
for more neighborhood watch block captains and better dissemination
of information about crime. The LAPD’s Wilshire Division still focuses on community partnerships today, and encourages residents to get
involved. The Miracle Mile Residential Association and Melrose
Action Neighborhood Watch offer opportunities to volunteer in their
neighborhoods. For information, visit miraclemilela.com and melroseaction.org. The Wilshire Division also offers information by calling (213)473-0200.

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8
8446 • (323) 933-844
47 • frances@dupars-psr.com
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Kong takes reins at Pilgrim CTG presents teen-friendly online play

Pilgrim School’s board of directors and the governing board of
First Congregational Church of
Los Angeles have announced
Patricia Kong as the new head of
school.
Kong is a 20-year veteran of the
campus, starting as an early education teacher after completing graduate school. She taught elementary
and middle school classes, and
later served as director of admissions and associate head of school.
She has served with professional
organizations such as the Los
Angeles Independent School consortium and has had many leadership roles during the past 15 years.
As a community volunteer, Kong
has worked with Alexandria
House, Koreatown Youth and
Community Center, Children’s
Institute and Urban Partners Los
Angeles.
She is the first Korean-American
woman to head an independent
school in Los Angeles, and the first
Korean-American head of school
at a kindergarten through 12th

photo courtesy of Pilgrim School

Patricia Kong becomes the first
Korean-American woman to head
an independent school in Los
Angeles.

grade independent school in
California.
For information, visit pilgrimschool.org.

Tech expertise and artistic innovation come together for an online
theatrical experience with the
Civilians’ digital premiere production of “Black Feminist Video
Game” by Darrel Alejandro
Holnes, presented by Center
Theatre Group’s Digital Stage.
Developed in the Civilians’
R&D Group, where Holnes is a
former member, “Black Feminist
Video Game” is directed by
Victoria Collado and features an
original video game created by
Ché Rose and Jocelyn Short of
Cookout Games. Six live performances of “Black Feminist Video
Game” started streaming on April
27 through Sunday, May 2. Ondemand viewing of a captured performance will be available from
May 2 at 9 p.m. through May 9 at
8:59 pm. Tickets, priced at $10,
can
be
purchased
at
CTGLA.org/blackfeministvideogame.
“Black Feminist Video Game”
centers on Jonas, a biracial teenager with autism. Jonas broadcasts all
aspects of his life online, including
a disastrous first date with his
crush, Nicole. Desperate to regain
her affections, he dusts off a longignored gift from his mother – a
classic 2D “Black feminist video
game” – hopeful that the game will
grant him the key to winning
Nicole back. But Jonas soon dis-

covers that, with only the Game
Master and his friend, Sabine, to
guide him, he must confront his
own misperceptions of the women
in his real life, or risk losing not
only the game but also his first
chance at love.
In this mashup of live performance, video game design and
online interaction, Jonas and
Sabine stream their play, videochat with each other and find their
path through the game together.
Along the way, at-home viewers
will help (or hinder) their progress
by responding in real time to the
choices they make.
“I think of the video game space
as a place of people’s wildest
imaginations,” Holnes said.
“Gaming has taught me that I am
not the narrative projected onto
me, I am the free will I exercise; I
am how I play the game not the
character I am assigned. ‘Black
Feminist Video Game’ asks questions about love on the spectrum,
how we can all be better allies and
why Black feminism can set us all
free.”
The cast of “Black Feminist
Video Game” includes Christon
Andell as Jonas, Kyla Jeanne Butts
as Sabine, Starr Kirkland as
Nicole, Darrel Alejandro Holnes as
DJ/Hype Person and other voices,
Constance Fields as Mother,
Phillip Patrick Wright as Mark,

photo courtesy of Center Theatre Group

Darrel Alejandro Holnes wrote
“Black Feminist Video Game,”
which focuses on Jonas, a biracial
teenager with autism.

Michael Diamond as Hans, Mia
Anderson as Marguerite and
Brandiss LaShai Seward as Audre
Lorde.
The Civilians are working with
members of the autistic community, as well as Neurodivergent members within the company of the
show, in the development of
“Black Feminist Video Game.” For
detailed accessibility information
visit thecivilians.org. The show is
intended for audiences ages 16 and
up.
For information, visit centertheatregroup.org.

NHM’s First Fridays continues with cuisine

photo courtesy of the Wallis

The Wallis’ virtual series launches with celebrated Broadway star and
recording artist Chester Gregory on April 30.

The Wallis’ digital series continues

The Sorting Room Sessions, the
Wallis Annenberg Center for
Performing Arts’ popular nightclub
series, returns with four new virtual
on-demand programs featuring a
range of Motown, jazz, popular and
classical music.
Broadway star and recording artist
Chester Gregory delivers a range of
soulful Motown hits, opening the
digital series on April 30, followed
by the compelling artistry of lauded
Los Angeles chamber ensemble
Delirium Musicum, performing
works by Mozart, Brahms, Chopin,
Prokofiev and others, on May 7. The
Sorting Room continues with multiGrammy-nominated jazz vocalist
Tierney Sutton and the Tierney
Sutton Band presenting timeless jazz
standards and selections from the
American song book to celebrate the
group’s 25th anniversary on May 14.
The series concludes on May 21
with For The Record, showcasing
the music and legacy of legendary
1980s “Brat Pack” films. The programs are presented digitally on
Friday evenings beginning at 7 p.m.,
with single tickets and multi-show
ticket packages now available.
“These dynamic live perfor-

mances, produced specifically with
our artistic and production staff,
were filmed live in The Wallis’ Bram
Goldsmith Theater,” the Wallis’
Artistic Director Paul Crewes said.
“We are particularly excited about
this second virtual series as we are
developing the world of The Sorting
Room Sessions, and how we present
our wonderful artists. The sessions
also include compelling conversations with the artists that provide
insights into their artistry and their
creative process.”
Single Sorting Room Session ondemand shows are $20 per household for viewing on Smart TV, computer, smartphone or tablet, and $75
for all four performances (must purchase all four events in one transaction for savings). Patrons will
receive a link and password 24 hours
prior to each performance date. On
Demand purchase includes a 48hour window of access, beginning at
7 p.m. the evening of the performance.
Tickets cannot be transferred or
shared. Tickets may be purchased by
visiting thewallis.org/SR, by email
at Tickets@TheWallis.org or by calling (310)746-4000.

The Natural History Museum of
Los Angeles County continues its
First Fridays Connected: L.A. at the
Intersections series with, “Culture x
Cuisine,” featuring Roy Choi and a
performance by Automatic, on
Friday, May 7.
The public can dive into a lively
live stream discussion around
Culture x Cuisine featuring Choi, a
celebrated chef, Los Angeles street
food advocate and co-founder of
Kogi BBQ, and Sarah Portnoy,
author of “Food, Health and Culture
in Latino Los Angeles.” The panel is
moderated by Knatokie Ford,

founder and CEO of Fly Sci
Enterprise.
What defines L.A. Cuisine, and
how does Los Angeles culture influence it? How have small businesses
been affected by the pandemic,
especially in communities of color,
in L.A. and elsewhere? How are
essential workers in the food industry surviving? How does L.A. food
help Los Angeles recover?
Before the discussion, groove at
home with DJ Sammi G and prepare a special cocktail presented by
Elle Nucci. After the discussion,
enjoy a performance by Automatic,

a DIY post-punk trio comprised of
Izzy Glaudini (synths, vocals), Lola
Dompé (drums, vocals) and Halle
Saxon (bass, vocals).
Watch the preshow Secrets from
the Vault, exclusive for NHMLAC
members, with KT Hajeian, the
museum’s collections manager of
anthropology, to learn about the collection she oversees and discover
details hidden in plain sight.
This event is free, but reservations are required. Only one reservation per household is needed.
For information and to RSVP,
visit bit.ly/FFCMay21.
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Cleveland HS student
named new LAUSD rep
Parishi Kanuga, an IndianAmerican
student
in
the
Humanities Magnet at Grover
Cleveland Charter High School in
Reseda, has been selected by her
peers as the student representative
on the Los Angeles Unified School
District Board of Education for the
next school year.
“I am going to make it my mission to make sure each student has
an equal platform to influence decisions in the district,” Parishi said. “I
want all students to feel secure, listened to and empowered.”
Calling for more mental health
services to address trauma from the
pandemic, she also wants more
input from students via a monthly
survey. At school, she is the president of Model United Nations, and
founder of a service club PAGE,
which stands for Providing
Accessible
Guidance
in
Experience. During summer visits
to India, after noticing what she
called “the wide gap in education
between the middle class and the
poor,” she began teaching English
to underprivileged children.
“One of the most important
things we teach students is that
each of them matter,” Los Angeles
Unified Superintendent Austin
Beutner said. “It’s important we
hear the perspective of students in
all we do. I look forward to working with student board member
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Parishi Kanuga, a Grover
Cleveland Charter High School
student, is calling for more mental health services to address
pandemic-related trauma.

Parishi Kanuga in her new role.”
“Congratulations to board member Kanuga on her election,” board
President Kelly Gonez said. “I am
excited to work with her on behalf
of the students and families of Los
Angeles Unified. She will be a crucial student voice on the board as
we look towards recovery from the
COVID-19 pandemic.”
For information, visit lausd.net.
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The MAK Center announced that the Schindler House will reopen to the
public on May 1 with the exhibit, “Autonomous Design.”

Schindler House to reopen with
innovation exhibit on May 1
The MAK Center announced that
“Autonomous Design,” which presents the work of seven contemporary Danish artists, designers and
architects, will be open from May 1
to Sept. 5 at the Schindler House on
Kings Road.
Functional, practical, commercial: terms long-associated with the
applied arts are too-often misperceived as a hindrance to the creative
process. The exhibit explores the
recent work of Denmark’s designers, who have rendered these
“restrictions” as vehicles for innovation. Advanced reservation is
required.

The exhibit is part of the MAK
Center’s public reopening with
expanded hours and ticketing, as
well as the implementation of guidelines to keep staff and guests as safe
as possible during the coronavirus
pandemic. That includes a 20-person
maximum capacity, requiring cloth
masks or face coverings be worn
over the nose and mouth at all times
by all visitors and staff, requiring
social distancing of 6 feet between
all guests, setting up hand sanitizer
stations and prohibiting those who
have signs of illness from entering.
For information and to book a
reservation, visit makcenter.org.

Beutner to step down as superintendent

Los Angeles Unified School
District Superintendent Austin
Beutner announced on April 21 that
he will be stepping down when his
current contract expires on June 30.
Beutner has led the LAUSD
since May 2018 and is credited
with successfully guiding the district through a teachers strike in
2019 and school closures in 2020
due to the coronavirus pandemic.
He announced his intention to step
down in a letter to the LAUSD
Board of Education and said June
30 gives a new superintendent time
to prepare for the upcoming 202122 school year.
“As the son of a public school
teacher and the product of a great
public education, it has been an
honor to serve as superintendent of
Los Angeles Unified for the past
three years. It is the most rewarding job I’ve held during my nearly
40-year career. That sentiment
guided my thinking as I weighed
your request to consider an extension of my contract. I reflected on
the shared lessons and significant
progress of the past three years. We
have built a foundation to enable
Los Angeles Unified’s dedicated
teachers, hard-working staff and
engaged board to continue on the
path to recovery for children and
provide them with the education
and opportunity they deserve,”
Beutner’s letter read. “I believe
that it is fitting that a new superintendent should have the privilege
of welcoming students back to
school in the fall. I respectfully
request that my contract end as
planned on June 30. In the mean-

time, I will remain focused on the
task of ensuring that schools
reopen in the safest way possible
while helping in a seamless leadership transition. I believe the next
superintendent of Los Angeles
Unified can be found amongst the
current team and she or he will be
well placed to continue the
progress at this critical time.”
Beutner, 61, did not disclose a
specific reason for departing the
LAUSD. The Board of Education
thanked Beutner and reiterated its
commitment to public education.
“We would like to thank
Superintendent Austin Beutner for
his three years of dedicated service
to the students and families of L.A.
Unified. We are particularly grateful for his unwavering leadership
during the extraordinary challenges facing our school district
during the COVID-19 pandemic,”
read a statement from the board.
“As part of that pandemic
response, L.A. Unified has served
more than 120 million meals to students and families in need, provided devices and internet connectivity to every student, provided
COVID tests and vaccinations for
the school community and has
safely begun reopening our school
campuses to in-person learning for
the first time in more than a year.
Superintendent Beutner was instrumental in providing these essential
services to our communities at this
challenging time.”
Board members also acted quickly to ensure a smooth transition.
They appointed Megan K. Reilly,
who has served as the district’s
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LAUSD Superintendent
Austin
Beutner will be stepping down
when his contract expires on June
30.

deputy superintendent of business
services and operations since 2019,
as the new interim superintendent.
“Superintendent [Beutner] will
continue to work diligently to support our students and schools
through the planned end of his term
on June 30,” read the LAUSD
Board of Education’s statement.
“While we are disappointed that he
will not continue to serve as superintendent past that date, we sincerely wish him and his family all the
best. The board remains committed
to providing a high-quality public
education to every child in Los
Angeles and, as part of that work,
will embark on a robust and equitable search process to find our next
leader.”
For information, visit laused.net.
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Elton John’s Oscar pre-party raises $3M

The 29th annual Elton John
AIDS Foundation Academy
Awards Pre-Party hosted by
Emmy and Tony Award-winning
actor Neil Patrick Harris alongside
Sir Elton John and David Furnish,
raised $3 million for the global
effort to end AIDS.
The foundation’s first-ever virtual gala took place on Sunday, April
25, and featured a performance by
Grammy Award-winning recording
artist Dua Lipa and appearances by
special guests, including Lady
Gaga, Cynthia Erivo and the cast of
“It’s a Sin.” For the first time, supporters worldwide were invited to
attend the Oscar party by joining a
60-minute pre-show special produced by Fulwell 73 at Rosewood
London.
Guests at the pre-party received
a welcome from John and Furnish,
as well as special appearances
from Olly Alexander, Nathaniel
Curtis, Omari Douglas, Cynthia
Erivo, Callum Scott Howells,
Elizabeth Hurley, David Williams,
Lydia West and others. Harris
brought humor to the show and
Dua Lipa lit up the virtual party
with performances of her charttopping
hits
including,
“Levitating,” “Pretty Please,”
“Hallucinate” and “Don’t Start
Now.” Guests were also treated to
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Elton John and Dua Lipa performed together during the annual Elton
John AIDS Foundation Academy Awards Pre-Party.

duet with John and Dua Lipa performing “Bennie and the Jets” and
“Love Again.”
The live Oscars telecast portion
of the evening was hosted by
Emmy Award-winning actor Eric
McCormack and featured a performance by country singer
MacKenzie Porter for donors and
supporters.
“We haven’t missed a year yet
and we certainly weren’t going to
miss our 29th annual Oscar Party
to benefit my foundation – even if

it meant going virtual,” said John,
founder of the Elton John AIDS
Foundation. “It was so much fun
to perform with the gorgeous Dua
Lipa and open up our party to supporters all over the world. I’m so
grateful to Neil for hosting, everyone who attended and all my
friends who participated so that we
could continue this legendary
event to raise vital funds to end the
AIDS epidemic.”
For information, visit eltonjohnaidsfoundation.org.

LA Phil’s Dudamel to also join Paris Opera

The Paris Opera and its General
Manager Alexander Neef announced
that Grammy Award-winning conductor Gustavo Dudamel, who has
served as the music director for the
Los Angeles Philharmonic since
2009, will simultaneously join as the
opera’s music director for six seasons
starting in August.
“I am extremely happy that
Gustavo Dudamel has accepted my
invitation to join the Paris Opera as
music director. He is one of the
world’s most talented and prestigious conductors,” Neef said. “I was
drawn from the outset to this exceptional conductor who has been fascinated by the world of opera since his
early childhood and has conducted
numerous operatic works with such
musical insight. Over the past 10
years, I have had the good fortune to
hear him in the Mozart/Da Ponte
trilogy at the helm of the Los
Angeles Philharmonic, as well as in
works by John Adams and more
recently in Verdi’s Otello at the
Metropolitan Opera in New York
and at the Liceu in Barcelona. I was
won over by his conducting, as were
his audiences. In the course of our
numerous exchanges, I realized the
extent to which he was the one who
could share and transmit his love of
opera to the widest possible audience.
“His appointment reflects our
determination to reach out and commit ourselves to an ambitious project
that will continue to enhance the reputation of our institution through
opera and ballet productions, along
with symphony concerts not only in
our theaters, but elsewhere, in a
repertoire ranging from classical to
contemporary. His proven commitment to artistic and educational projects and his conviction that culture
should be accessible to all will provide new momentum and accompany us in our mission,” Neef continued.
“From the first downbeat, my
experience with the artists of the
Paris Opera was simply magnificent.
The immediate sensation at that decisive encounter – feelings of trust,
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LA Phil Music Director Gustavo Dudamel is taking an additional position
with the Paris Opera for at least the next six seasons.

connection, musicality and a shared
vision – were born from this first
meeting in 2017. The exceptional
level of the musicians of the orchestra and the artists of the chorus and
the strong bond that we were able to
weave together during the rehearsals
and the performances of La Bohème
are what made me accept Alexander
Neef’s proposal,” Dudamel said.
“The orchestra is a microcosm for
society, with many people playing
different parts towards one common
creative goal. The opera is an entire
universe unto itself, containing the
full multitude of what the human

spirit is capable of creating.
Alongside my continued commitment to the Los Angeles
Philharmonic and to the beloved
musicians of El Sistema in
Venezuela and around the world, I
want to devote, for at least the next
six seasons, all my energy toward
creating extraordinary musical
moments for our audiences, and to
make the Paris Opera ever more connected to the soul of the city and
country that surrounds it,” he continued.
For information, visit gustavodudamel.com.

MOCA members will be able to enjoy preview days starting May 20
before the museum reopens to the public.

MOCA to reopen on June 3

The Museum of Contemporary
Art announced that beginning June
3, MOCA Grand Avenue will be
open to the public with advance
free ticket reservations.
All visitors, including members,
will need to get advance timedentry tickets online. Tickets will be
available for advance reservations
starting May 3, at moca.org. Phone
reservations will be available at
(213)633-5351 beginning May 20
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 3
p.m. General admission to MOCA
is free courtesy of Carolyn Clark
Powers.
As a benefit for their support,
MOCA members will enjoy preview days starting May 20 before

the museum reopens to the public.
Additional details on member preview days and reserved tickets will
be provided via email in the coming weeks.
In terms of protecting the health
and well-being of their staff and
visitors, the museum is requiring
all staff and visitors to wear a face
mask when entering the museum
and to maintain a 6-foot distance
from anyone outside of their own
household at all times.
Visitors can also shop at MOCA
Store in person beginning May 20,
safely and socially distanced with
reduced capacity and tap-to-pay
options.
For information, visit moca.org.
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Motorcycle mobs are ‘crazy’ on Melrose
From page 1

it was violent.”
Nichols said a large number of
police cars converged on the area
after the assault, but the motorcyclists fled. The man who was
assaulted was a private security
guard who happened to be driving
in the area, according to police. The
motorcyclists dispersed very quickly when they heard sirens, making
pursuits difficult, Nichols added.
“I think from a neighbor’s perspective, a situation like that feeds
into the fears of a lawless-like
atmosphere along Melrose,” he
said.
Others were more blunt.
“It’s crazy,” said Irma Rodriguez,
of Antonio’s Restaurant on
Melrose, who added that the motorcyclists repeatedly gather in the
neighborhood on weekends. “It’s a
lot of little dirt bikes. They go up on
the sidewalk, they do wheelies.
They knocked down a clothing rack
from one of the stores. It’s pandemonium.”
Rodriguez said police and the
city are not doing enough to address
the problem, and the takeovers are
getting worse.
“It used to be around 10 or 11
(motorcycles), and you would call
the cops and they would come and
try to stop them,” she added. “Now,
it’s rows of bikes and they come on
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.

They start passing by and going up
and down the streets. It’s an accident waiting to happen.”
Capt. Brian Wendling, with the
Los Angeles Police Department’s
West Traffic Division, said police
take the issue very seriously and are
trying to proactively address street
takeovers. A task force was assembled in mid-March in the LAPD’s
West Bureau – which includes the
Wilshire, Hollywood, Olympic,
West Los Angeles and Pacific divisions – to specifically respond to
street takeovers. Wendling declined
to divulge tactics or how police are
monitoring organizers, but he said
law enforcement is poised to take
action when street takeovers occur
by responding in force. He encouraged people to call police immediately when a takeover occurs.
“If you see something like that,
call 911. You’re going to get a massive response,” Wendling said. “We
have enough resources now, and we
are adjusting to their tactics. You
can’t have tolerance for this. It’s
very dangerous. They’ve injured
people, there have been shootings
and fights. We are taking a very
proactive approach and there is zero
tolerance.”
Wendling stressed that the task
force has been impounding vehicles
and making arrests, and there has
been progress. He said during the

first Sunday when the task force
was deployed on March 14, they
received multiple calls about
takeovers. Last weekend, there
were no reports of takeovers in the
LAPD’s West Bureau, Wendling
said.
“The word has gotten out that if
you come to the west side and
engage in that kind of activity, a lot
of police are going to take action,”
Wendling added. “We have sufficient resources now to deal with
them. And if you see something
happening, forward the information
so that we can be aware and take
action.”
Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, said he
is also concerned about the street
takeovers and is working with law
enforcement to mitigate problems. He did not return a call
seeking comment, but issued a
statement.
“There is no room for the mayhem on Melrose,” Koretz said. “We
have been working very closely
with the different agencies to assess
the intel and to immediately enforce
any and all infractions observed
along the area from parking to public nuisance. Melrose is not the wild
west. It is a business and residential
district, and peace must be restored
to the area, and my office is working with all agencies to do so.”

Palm project still contentious, years later

From page 5

discretion.”
Victor Omelczenko, another
community organizer and member
of the group, said that in addition to
the project “looming” over the historic bungalows, it contributes to
ongoing issues regarding rising
rents and evictions.
“Will these 49 units contribute to
our regional needs assessment to
meet the housing crisis in this
city?” he said.
Ed Levin, the architect of the project and member of the Historic
Preservation Commission, who
recused himself from that commission’s votes, said during the meeting that “the evidence in the record
overwhelmingly weighed in favor
of approving the project.” He also
argued it falls in line with the city’s
Aging in Place plans regarding
older residents.
“That approval was made legally and properly, and nothing
you’ve heard tonight changes
that,” he said. “As a legal matter,
the appeal is about only one question:
Did
the
Planning
Commission make factual, technical or legal errors when they
approved the project? In this case,
the answer to that is ‘No.’ The
approval was properly made.”
Dozens of neighbors spoke during public comment, the majority of
whom were opposed due to its size
and potential traffic on the street,
with some disagreeing whether the
project does enough for residents to
age in place. The appeal also
received a letter of support from the
West Hollywood Preservation
Alliance, emphasizing the proposed
development didn’t meet the
Secretary of Interior standards
regarding protecting the integrity of
historic buildings.
“The WHPA asks that you support the appeal of the Friends of
Palm Avenue (FOPA) and deny the
proposed project because of its
massing and height, its look and
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The Palm Avenue project would preserve two bungalows deemed historic by the city, with one being turned into a residential unit and the
other being used as an entrance and exit facility for the property.

feel, and its impact on designated
cultural resources,” the letter read.
But others spoke in support of the
project, arguing there has been a
wealth of misinformation spread
regarding what the facility will
actually provide.
“The city of West Hollywood is
known for supporting the needs for
housing and supporting services,”
resident Manny Rodriguez said.
“That is what assisted living does.
Under the circumstances, every city
and community in L.A. County
would welcome this development.
Let’s not be the one community to
reject the project that would actually help people.”
Antonio Castillo, a senior planner for the city, said city staff
reviewed the appeal and found the

project will provide necessary support and housing for senior citizens,
including those with special memory care needs.
“Staff reviewed all the contentions in the appeal,” Castillo
said. “As detailed in the staff report,
staff found that the appellant did not
provide any new evidence or documentations of error, or otherwise
identified and supported findings
substantiating the basis for the
appeal.”
Despite the recommendation,
two councilmembers – Lauren
Meister and D’Amico – voted in
favor of the appeal.
Meister said she found merit in
the appeal, as she argued the developers’ description of what the facility actually does has changed
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The One Beverly Hills project includes residences, hotels, restaurants, retail space and botanical gardens.

Mixed-use project headed
to City Council next month
From page 1

begin at 7 p.m.
The project was approved with
the proviso that the commission
retain control over future “material” changes to the project, which
will include hotels – including
the existing Waldorf Astoria and
the Beverly Hilton – residences,
retail and restaurant space, and
botanical gardens on both sides
of Merv Griffin Way.
“Things happen in construction, and things certainly happen
in the financing of construction,”
Vice Chair Lori Greene Gordon
said. “I just think the Planning
Commission deserves to have the
ability to say, ‘This is the project
that we will appreciate going forward, that we would vote for
going forward.’ I’m not trying to
say the project would be canceled; I’m just trying to say it
needs to be looked at again.”
The project received praise
from the commissioners, but
there were some troublesome elements, including a proposed
amenity access club and a plan to
allow fractional ownership of
condominiums on the site. Chair
Peter Ostroff and Commissioner
Myra Demeter expressed concern
about the topics, which Demeter
said “could be more fully developed and come back” for consideration, “but not at this time.”
“I think at this time, there are
too many questions, and the
specifics of the program still
need to be worked out,” Demeter
said.
“Come back when you’re
ready to show specifically what
you’re going to do, and we can
throughout the public process in
order to get it approved. Many of
the units are labeled as dwellings
but don’t have in-unit kitchens.
“I agree that different types of
housing are necessary in this city,
but it is our job to decide where projects are and when they don’t make
sense,” she said.
Councilman John Erickson, who
was a member of the Planning
Commission prior to joining the
council, said he understands and

address whether it’s a good thing
for the city,” Ostroff added.
Gordon and Commissioner
Andy Licht, however, expressed
support for allowing the topics to
move forward to the council for
consideration.
“It seems like something great
for the city and for the residents
and for the residents of the property,” Licht said.
As Commissioner Thomas
Hudnut recused himself from
discussions regarding the project
due to “an equity investment in
property adjacent to the project,”
the commissioners were unable
to break the 2-2 deadlock on the
items.
After some discussion, Ostroff
expressed concern that the commission was “essentially punting
this to the City Council,” a characterization his fellow commissioners disputed.
“We have 100-plus conditions,
and I think that since we’re in
agreement on most of them – if
not virtually all of them – I can’t
imagine not approving the project based on this,” Gordon said.
“I think this is a very appropriate
action to send this directly to City
Council. They’ve gotten our take
on everything, and this is a decision they’ll have to make.”
Ostroff agreed to let the project
move ahead with the commission’s discussions noted, but
without a final decision being
reached.
“I’m significantly impressed
by this project, and I wouldn’t
want to do anything to unduly
slow this down,” Ostroff said.
hears the neighbors’ concerns, but
said he doesn’t want to relitigate the
commission’s decision. He also
accused the appeal of being sloppy,
due to typographical errors and lack
of new information.
“Almost every other response
back from staff for the appeal is
saying no additional evidence was
provided to support this claim or
this claim was not supported in any
way shape or form and that is based
on fact,” he said.

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

22 April 29, 2021

WeHo mayors serve extended terms until 2023

Teen on
house arrest
after crash

From page 1

pro tempore terms with the West
Hollywood Municipal Election,
which moved from March of odd
years to November of even years.
“Since we moved to the
November election, there have been
several items brought to the council
to discuss changing the terms to the
mayor and mayor pro tem rotation,”
West Hollywood Acting City Clerk
Melissa Crowder said during the
meeting. “This item is seeking clarification from the council if you
would like to change the rotation
dates or if you want to keep as they
currently are, which is May to May.
The hope is to align them closer to
the November (election date).”
The council was presented with
three options, but opted to move
forward with Option 1, which
extends Horvath and Meister’s
terms by four months, for a total of
16 months. The council will then
hold an election for a new mayor
and mayor pro tempore at the Aug.
16 meeting for a term beginning

Sept. 20 through January 2023, for
another 16-month cycle. The council will return to one-year terms
starting in January 2023. It passed
unanimously.
“Have fun with that extension,
Mayor,”
Councilman
John
Erickson joked during the meeting.
“Be careful what you ask for,”
Councilman
John
D’Amico
quipped.
“I want to be very clear I did not
ask for that,” Horvath said back.
“We know. It’s that pesky city
clerk,” Erickson said.
“I’m happy to serve if that is the
wish of my colleagues and my
community,” Horvath said.
For Horvath, who is running for
L.A. County Board of Supervisors
in 2022, she said this week she supported the change because “it
makes things a little bit cleaner.”
“I think that if it makes it easier
on staff to have things work that
way, then it’s certainly fine by me,”
she said.

Meister, who was mayor from
2016-2017 and is in line to serve
the second, 16-month term, said she
looks forward to it, if she’s nominated.
“I will continue in my quest to
meet the needs of our residents and
businesses and balance competing
interests by preserving existing
housing and approving thoughtful
development that prioritizes livability and environment,” she said in an
email. “I will also continue to initiate programs to encourage individuals, businesses and government to
work together to make our city an
urban landscape that respects
nature, biodiversity and our native
wildlife.”
Both terms will make a little bit
of history as the longest terms
served by a mayor in West
Hollywood’s history, according to
Sheri Lunn, a spokeswoman for the
city. At least two mayors have
served longer than one year:
D’Amico, who was mayor for 14

From page 1
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West Hollywood Mayor Pro
Tempore Lauren Meister is next in
line for mayor, and would start a
16-month term in September.

months after John Duran stepped
down in 2019 due to health concerns while also facing backlash
from sexual harassment allegations
against him by Gay Men’s Chorus
of Los Angeles members; and longtime West Hollywood Councilman
John Heilman, who served a 14month term from 1985-86 after his
successor, Stephen Shulte, delayed
the start of his term.

District Attorney spokesman
Greg Risling said. “He was
placed on house arrest.”
The teen driver has been
widely identified in media
reports as Brendan Khuri, 17,
son of a Beverly Hills businessman. The defendant
admitted
to
driving
a
Lamborghini SUV that collided with a vehicle driven by 32year-old Monique Munoz on
Feb. 17 near Olympic
Boulevard and Overland
Avenue. Munoz was killed in
the collision.
The district attorney’s office
provided no further information
about the case because it
involves a juvenile, including
possible sentences.

L.A. County’s 2021-22 $36.2 billion budget unveiled
Los Angeles County’s $36.2 billion recommended budget, focused
on expanding and sustaining extensive safety net services, was presented to the Board of Supervisors
on April 20 by Chief Executive
Officer Fesia Davenport.
The recommended budget is the
first step in the county’s monthslong budget cycle, which moves
next to public hearings in May, followed by what are known as “final
changes” budget deliberations in
June. The process concludes with
adoption of the supplemental budget in October.
The recommended budget presented to the board on April 20 is
expected to evolve and include
additional detail about programs
and available funding in the months
ahead. For example, the county
anticipates receiving $1.9 billion in
American Rescue Act funding, with
the first installment expected to
arrive in May. The Chief Executive
Office is currently working with the
Board of Supervisors on recommended allocations in health, economic recovery, equity invest-

ments, and sustainability and preparedness.
The recommended budget is
intended to provide the board with a
dynamic spending plan that funds
key priorities and keeps service levels strong, while also ensuring the
flexibility to respond to the continuing challenges of the COVID-19
pandemic and beyond. The spending blueprint is built on the leaner
baseline and extensive cuts established in the 2020-21 budget cycle
and does not propose any layoffs or
furloughs.
“The pandemic has exposed and
increased the gap between the
haves and have-nots in Los Angeles
County,” Davenport said. “This
budget seeks to address that by
expanding safety net services to the
most vulnerable, while also supporting the county’s equity-focused
programs and initiatives as we
move toward recovery. Our goal is
to make Los Angeles County a
more just and equitable place for all
our residents – by not just rebuilding, but actually becoming better
than before.”

Key investments include combatting and preventing homelessness with an additional $16.6 million to fund Measure H strategies,
for a total of $426.7 million.
Proposed focus areas include
increasing and sustaining the supply of interim housing beds and
motel vouchers, streamlining the
bed reservation system for interim
housing and increased funding for
permanent supportive housing services.
The budget also plans to address
COVID-19’s parallel crisis in mental health by adding $9.8 million
and 300 positions to the Promotores
de Salud Mental Health Program –
nearly quadrupling staffing for this
vital community-based outreach
and education program.
It also wants to add $29.9 million
to expand mental health crisis and
intervention services – corresponding to a sharp increase in need during the pandemic, including a 30%
spike in calls to the Department of
Mental Health Helpline.
For
information,
visit
lacounty.gov/budget.

Galperin announces progress tackling fraud, waste
Los Angeles City Controller Ron
Galperin on April 14 released a
report on his office’s efforts to
reduce fraud, waste and abuse
involving city resources in 2020.
The Controller’s Fraud Waste and
Abuse Unit is responsible for investigating allegations of the misuse of
resources by employees, contractors and others, such as stealing city
assets, payroll fraud, contract bid
rigging, kickbacks and gross mismanagement. Last year, the FWA
Unit received 460 new complaints,
a decrease of 15% from the 543
cases received in the previous year.

“Our efforts to increase transparency and accountability are
working,” Galperin said. “We have
uncovered misdeeds by employees
and organizations and discovered
unnecessary bureaucratic hurdles
that frustrate the public and cost the
city revenue. My objective is to
ensure that everyone who works for
and with the city is held to the highest standards so that we can eradicate fraud, waste and abuse of vital
public resources.”
Ninety-six percent of all complaints came through the controller’s web intake form and 24-

L.A. County Library announced
the reopening of 30 of its 85
libraries for select in-person service
on April 19, including the West
Hollywood location.
The library’s reopening is part of
a phased reopening plan that prioritizes library openings based on geographic location, building availabil-

ity and the ability to accommodate
physical distance guidelines and
Public Health protocols.
A schedule of upcoming events
will be added to the library’s website and will be disseminated to
library newsletter subscribers.
For information, visit lacountylibrary.org.

West Hollywood Library reopens

hour telephone hotline, and nearly
two-thirds were submitted anonymously. When the FWA Unit
receives a complaint, it does an initial review and then launches an
investigation, refers the case to a
city department, or sends it to the
appropriate law enforcement or outside government agency.
Galperin’s FWA Unit during
2020 received 460 complaints, of
which 161 resulted in an investigation
or
referral
to
department/agency.
In one instance, the FWA Unit
discovered that a community-based
organization funded through the
Economic
and
Workforce
Development Department overbilled the city for nearly $33,000
and lacked support for costs billed
to the program. This department is
seeking to suspend the agency’s
contract and recover the full grant
amount disbursed ($294,000), if
acceptable support documentation
cannot be provided.
In another case, the FWA Unit
found that a Bureau of Sanitation

photo courtesy of KCCLA

Music and dance program stresses the importance of unity.

KCCLA focuses on harmony
to commemorate of L.A. Riots

The Korean Cultural Center Los Angeles presents a special online
performance in remembrance of 1992 Los Angeles Riots titled
“Harmony in Los Angeles” on Thursday, April 29, at 7:30 p.m., on
KCCLA’s YouTube channel.
This year marks the 29th anniversary of the Los Angeles Riots. In
commemoration of those who struggled, communities will join
together to send a harmonious message through music and dance.
The program will include a solo, duet and group dance.
“As kindred spirits, we are here to share this beautiful stage of Ari
Hall. Through dance, we throw away our inhibition, doubts, fear, and
hatred,” said Juli Kim, choreographer, dancer and executive director
of Harmony in Los Angeles. “The drums roar and guide our hearts to
beat in unison. And then, perhaps, we can remember that we are
beings that worship love, freedom and beauty.”
“We prepared a special online performance in commemoration of
the LA Riots. The two dance communities came together to celebrate
life, culture and friendship,” KCCLA director Wijin Park added.
“Please enjoy the world of love and harmony.”
For information, visit kccla.org,

employee violated benefit regulations by covering an unqualified
dependent, prompting the employee’s resignation and repayment of
nearly $63,000 of city-paid health
and dental benefits.
The unit also uncovered that multiple exempt Sanitation employees
had inappropriately received overtime payments totaling $209,000
over a three-year period, resulting
in repayment agreements; established that the Los Angeles Fire
Department had an inefficient permitting process that resulted in
numerous pending permits, long
customer wait times and hundreds
of thousands of dollars of lost city
revenue; and investigated a
Department of Water and Power
employee for unreported outside
employment and using city property for personal use, leading to disciplinary action by the employee’s
department.

For information, visit lacontroller.org/fwa-2020. City employees, contractors and anyone with
information can submit a confidential complaint through Galperin’s
24-hour fraud, waste and abuse
telephone hotline at (866)428-1514
or
online
at
lacontroller.org/fraud_hotline.

Answers From Page 23

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

INCOME TAX

UPHOLSTERY

ALL YEAR
INCOME TAX

ALAKAZAM

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW CLIENTS

WEST HOLLYWOOD

5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

Joel Rothman

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

Family Owned & Operated

323.240.5112
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Since 1961

Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970
Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

WEBSITE DESIGN

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER
• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

Spices • Blooms
Baskets
Mother’s Day Flowers
& Gift Baskets
Signature Spice
Coastal Mediterranean
Blend
Fiesta Blend
Steak & Burger Blend
The Italian One
Sunday Supper
emilyjilgco.com
a lifestyle brand

1. Norwegian mathematician
5. Shelter grp.
9. Compact PC disc
14. Lost fish
15. Unicorn feature
16. “It’s ___ against time”
17. Itinerary info
18. Sundae topper, perhaps
19. Salamanders
20. Nuptials in the snow
23. Used a firehouse pole
24. Prefix with -phile
25. “Price negotiable” letters
28. Band member
31. Chewed a lot
33. __ __ rule (usually)
36. “Antiques Roadshow” item
39. Green Lantern supervillain
40. Reindeer
44. Cartoon dog in uniform
45. Parkinson’s treatment
46. A Cadillac
47. Devastated
50. Catcher's need
52. “This American Life” network
53. ___ tide
56. It may be due
59. Yuletide choir
63. Landscaper's planting
66. German metaphysician Immanuel
___

67. Sport with masks
68. Wee
69. Berry touted as medicinal
70. Ship of 1492
71. Microphone inventor Berliner
72. Slangy assents
73. June celebrants
Down
1. All over
2. Hebrew letters
3. Online correspondence
4. Flipped out
5. Vegas attraction
6. Look (over)
7. Doctrine
8. Certain electrode
9. Civil war weapon
10. Liquid remnant
11. Served like sushi
12. Datebook abbr.
13. Spanish for month
21. Bring out
22. Like Mahler’s Symphony No. 4
25. Track star Jesse, of four gold medals
in 1936
26. Felt cap
27. Sachets
29. Dental-drill part
30. ___ Sea (Amu Darya’s outlet)
32. Raggedy __
33. Garnish

34. Became erect
35. Up and about
37. Polit. designation
38. Baseball’s Blue Moon
41. Dear
42. Pixel density
43. Like granola
48. Permit
49. German article
51. Last leftover
54. Excellent

55. Position
57. Brown pigment
58. Current
59. Select a prize bull
60. Breeze
61. Medical suffix
62. High ___
63. Compass point
64. Let me think
65. Thor Heyerdahl boat
answers on page 22

24 April 29, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

