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Complete Streets moving WeHo moves to help hotel workers
forward in Beverly Hills
n Critics claim hotel

owners weren’t
consulted on ordinance

n Council supports ‘high-level concept’

BY CAMERON KISZLA
The Beverly Hills Complete
Streets plan was approved by the
City Council on April 20.
Though Councilman Lester
Friedman was absent, the other four
members of the City Council
expressed their support for the plan.
Complete Streets aims to create
streets that can be used by multiple
forms of transportation – not only
cars, but bicycles, pedestrians and
public transit as well.

“The streets as a whole should
not prioritize one mode [of transportation] over others,” said Jessie
Holzer, transportation planner and
project manager for Complete
Streets.
It has drawn criticism in the past,
including during a contentious
Beverly Hills Traffic and Parking
Commission meeting in 2019, but
on April 20, the council members
and all but one of the 26 people
See Transportation page 26
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Many of the existing streets in Beverly Hills lack designated bicycle lanes.

BY JUSTIN SAYERS
The West Hollywood City
Council took the first step toward
instituting an ordinance that
would offer new protections to
hotel workers from issues such as
inadequate compensation, overwork and sexual assault.
The council voted 3-1 during its
meeting on April 19 to direct city
staff to meet with stakeholders,
including hotel employees, owners and the West Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce, to come
up with an ordinance and bring it
back to council within 60 days for
discussion.
“What we’re trying to do is
establish standards for safety and
protection of the workers and
make sure that policies are put in
place to provide for them returning to work and that the jobs they
return to are safe,” said Mayor
Lindsey Horvath, who co-initiated
the proposed ordinance. “What
we’re trying to do here is give
direction for an ordinance to be
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West Hollywood Mayor Lindsey Horvath stood with hotel workers to
support their efforts calling for the city to create a protection policy.

drafted that actually protects those
workers, validates the work that
they’ve been doing, and honors
their work as part of the success
that brought all of those businesses to the point before COVID.”
Councilwoman Lauren Meister,
who voted against the ordinance,
said she had concerns about why
the business community, many of
whom are against the ordinance,

were not consulted before the
council’s vote, but rather after.
She pointed to the city of Santa
Monica, which first passed a similar ordinance that will be used as
a model for West Hollywood, after
ensuring they met with all the
required stakeholders before drafting their policies.
See Hotel page 27

First Robertson closure mostly successful Cautious optimism in

Hollywood homeless count

n Noise complaints

reported in WeHo

n Data show changes

BY JUSTIN SAYERS
The city of West Hollywood
launched its OUT on Robertson
pilot program last weekend, and
both the city and adjacent residents
reported that the effort to close a
popular stretch of dining and
nightlife to vehicles was conducted
with limited issues.
The first weekend represented a
small-scale version of the vision for
the area after the three-month pilot
program was passed unanimously
by the West Hollywood City
Council in February. A full-scale
grand opening is on track for May 1.
The city closed North Robertson
Boulevard between Santa Monica
Boulevard and Melrose Avenue last
Saturday and Sunday, with only one
business – the Abbey Food and Bar
– moving operations outside and
into the street.
The city is hoping the Outdoor
Use Temporary Zone – a program
that was established during the pandemic as a way for businesses hit
hard by the coronavirus pandemic
to operate while adhering to county
health requirements – will allow the

in ways people are
living on the streets

BY EDWIN FOLVEN
With homelessness seemingly
on the rise throughout Los
Angeles and a commitment by
Mayor Eric Garcetti to include
approximately $1 billion in the
city’s next budget to address the
issue, local leaders are hopeful

about what appears to be
progress in helping people living
on the streets in Hollywood.
Hollywood 4WRD, a coalition
of service providers and community advocates working to end
homelessness, recently released
the results of a count on Feb. 25
of unhoused individuals in
Hollywood and east Hollywood.
The organization, which conducts the annual count in
See Homeless page 27
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Both neighbors and city officials reported that the first weekend of the
Robertson Boulevard closure to traffic was conducted with minimal issues.

stretch along Robertson to become
a place for a variety of uses,
whether it’s for yoga classes, vendors to set up temporary stalls or
businesses on the street to operate
outside.
“Closing this highly trafficked
and bustling stretch of Robertson
will provide a pedestrian-safe space
that allows for appropriate social
distancing as the Public Health
Department eases capacity restric-

tions while still monitoring the
spread of the virus,” Councilman
John Erickson said in a statement.
“COVID is not over and we all
must remain vigilant about protecting our own health and the health of
others.”
“The coronavirus pandemic has
forced many of our local businesses
to drastically alter how they serve
See Robertson page 26
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Homelessness is slightly down in Hollywood, a recent count found.
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Beverly Hills celebrates
Israeli independence

CALENDAR
Combatting
Holocaust denial

Join Holocaust Museum L.A. for
“Combatting Holocaust Denial and
Distortion Online: A Discussion with
Facebook” on Thursday, April 22, at
11 a.m., via Zoom. Jordana Cutler,
head of policy for Facebook in Israel,
and members of Facebook’s Content
Policy team, will join museum board
member Dan Schnur to discuss the
genesis of the platform’s Holocaust
denial and distortion policy, and how
the company is partnering with the
Jewish community to educate users.
Suggested donation is $10. RSVP
required. holocaustmuseumla.org

Book publicists
webinar
photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

In honor of Israel’s 73rd Independence Day, members of the Beverly
Hills City Council joined Israeli Consul General Dr. Hillel Newman on
April 14, as Beverly Hills City Hall was illuminated in blue.
Councilman John Mirisch, left, joined Vice Mayor Lili Bosse, Mayor
Robert Wunderlich, Newman, and Councilmen Julian Gold and
Lester Friedman at the lighting ceremony.

HPMC administers vaccines
at walk-up mobile clinic
Los Angeles City Councilman
Mark Ridley-Thomas, 10th District,
CHA Hollywood Presbyterian
Medical Center and the Southern
California Eye Institute have partnered to launch a walk-up mobile
vaccine clinic to provide free Pfizer
vaccines. Anyone over the age of 16
is eligible for a vaccine.
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Additionally, the hospital has partnered with Charles R. Drew
University of Medicine and Science
to provide student volunteers for onsite registration allowing for walkup appointments for community
members.
“Equity matters,” Ridley-Thomas
said. “There is no greater threat to
our future and overall health of our
city than COVID-19. We must continue the work of equity – health
equity, social equity, racial equity –
in our COVID response.”
CHA Hollywood Presbyterian
Medical Center was the first hospital-based drive-through dispensing
site for COVID-19 vaccines in the
L.A. County. In addition, CHA
HPMC continued to look for ways
to deliver vaccines to the underserved, including those lacking
access to computers or transportation. The solution turned up when
the Southern California Eye Institute
offered to convert its mobile eye
clinic bus to a vaccination center on
wheels. The walk-up mobile vaccine
clinic will be held at 1819 S.
Western Ave. every Tuesday through
May 25 (with the exception of April
27).
“Vaccination is our best chance at
reducing the death and suffering
caused by COVID-19 disease, and
we need to provide easy access to
vaccines especially for our vulnerable communities,” said Dr. Rohit
Varma, chief medical officer of
HPMC.
For information, visit hollywoodpresbyterian.com.

Jill Weinlein,
Tim Posada,
Rebecca Villalpando,
Emily Jilg
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The Beverly Press and Park Labrea News are
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circulation, entitled to publish legal advertising in
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Angeles, Dec. 22, 2020 by Superior Court Case
Number 19STCP04891. Government Code 6008.
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The walk-up vaccination clinic will
be held at 1819 S. Western Ave.

Book Publicists of Southern California
is hosting an online webinar titled
“New Strategies for Your Book P.R.”
on Thursday, April 22, from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Guest speakers, surprise
authors and publishers will participate.
The webinar will focus on public relations during difficult times. Admission
is free. Use the meeting ID 822 4454
5626, and passcode 509260.
us02web.zoom.us/j/82244545626?pw
d=VDc3RDhkbUxITkY1YjNIRktuZ
0xtdz09.

West Coast
Jewish Theatre

West Coast Jewish Theatre presents
“Magical Musical Mystery Follies,” a
virtual evening of music, magic,
comedy and variety acts on Saturday,
April 24, at 7 p.m. The program features Sarah Speigel, Kimberly
Haines, Bob Brandzel, Melissa
Brandzel, Cantor Marcelo Gindlin,
Richard Epcar, Ellyn Stern, Ruthie
Lane,
Shelly
Kurtz,
Sunda
Croonquist and Victor Benoun, as
well as the Los Angeles Jewish
Symphony and Choir, directed by
Noreen Green. Tickets are $36.
Registrants will be sent a Vimeo link.
wcjt.org.

Breakfast Club
Cruise-in

Don’t miss the April Breakfast Club
Cruise-in at the Petersen Automotive
Museum on Sunday, April 25, from 8
to 11 a.m. The museum will host a
morning of conversation and cars,

and owners can
bring their vehicles for display.
All vehicles and
spectators must
be pre-registered
to
participate.
6060 Wilshire
Blvd. (323)930-2277, petersen.org.

Paul Cornish

The 18th Street Arts Center is holding
a concert of new compositions by
pianist Paul Cornish livestreamed
from the World Stage in Leimert Park
on Sunday, April 25, at 7 p.m.
Cornish is 18th Street Arts Center’s
2021 Make Jazz Fellow. HIs music
weaves together personal experiences, collective
trials and interpersonal connections while
also reflecting
on the question,
“How do you
create community during a pandemic?” The concert can be viewed
on
Facebook
Live.
facebook.com/18thstreetarts.

Resources, explores how historic
preservation has revived neighborhoods, created a downtown renaissance and guided the future of the city.
With more than 300 full-color images,
“Preserving Los Angeles” chronicles
urban transformation and serves as a
guide for citizens and urban practitioners wishing to preserve the unique
culture of their cities. chevaliersbooks.com/ken-bernstein.

Classical
music film

Colburn School is holding the world
premiere of the film “The Way
Forward” on Thursday, April 29, at
noon. Filmed remotely in Australia,
Canada, Finland, England and Spain,
and on the Colburn campus in Los
Angeles, “The Way Forward”
reimagines the concert-going experience for the digital age. It features
Fabio Bidini, Kris Bowers, Danielle
de Niese, Clive Greensmith, EsaPekka Salonen, Jean-Yves Thibaudet,
the Calidore String Quartet and Viano
String Quartet. Tickets are free, but
registration is required. colburnschool.edu/thewayforward.

Jewish Free Loan
LAUSD school
nurse hiring event Association
The Los Angeles Unified School district is hiring school nurses and a special hiring event will be held on
Tuesday, April 27, from 9 to 5 p.m.
School nurses promote student wellness and achievement by reducing
health-related barriers. LAUSD is
seeking knowledgeable, caring nurses who are passionate about serving
children. Requirements include a
bachelor's degree in any subject and
an RN license. RSVP by visiting hiringlausdnurses.eventbrite.com and
apply at teachinla.com.

Preservation book

Author Ken Bernstein will discuss
“Preserving Los
Angeles:
How
Historic Places
Can Transform
America’s Cities”
during a Zoom
meeting
on
Wednesday, April
28, at 7 p.m., hosted by Chevalier's Books. The book by
Bernstein, who oversees Los
Angeles’s Office of Historic

Jewish Free Loan Association welcomes sales and digital marketing
expert Hema Dey for “How Digital
Marketing Can Help Your Business
Beat the Competition,” an online discussion on Thursday, April 29, from
noon to 1 p.m. Dey is the founder of
Iffel International, a global marketing
firm helping businesses expand
growth.
Admission
free.
eventbrite.com/e/how-digital-marketing-can-help-your-business-beat-thecompetition-tickets-147656050221.

‘Slow Food’

International City Theatre invites
audiences to a virtual presentation of
“Slow Food,” a comedy written by
Wendy MacLeod and directed by
Marya, available for viewing every
Thursday through Sunday from April
29 through May 16. The production
stars Stu James, Perry Ojeda and
Meredith Thomas. A vacationing
couple heads to a Greek restaurant in
Palm Springs for their anniversary
dinner, but will the marriage survive
the service? Tickets are $30. internationalcitytheatre.org.
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Beverly Hills looks to reopen City Hall
n Plan for in-person

council meetings
causes debate

BY CAMERON KISZLA
Beverly Hills will soon begin the
process of reopening city buildings
to the public and resuming in-person city services, though a return to
in-person meetings for the City

Council might be farther off.
On April 20, the council heard an
update from Assistant City
Manager Nancy Hunt-Coffey about
the city’s plans for reopening and
what will be allowed, including the
resumption of in-person services at
City Hall next month.
“[City staff’s plan] currently calls
for City Hall to open to the public
by appointment on May 3,” HuntCoffey said.

BH launches neighborhood
slow streets program

In an effort to provide for safer
use of streets for all modes of
transportation while reducing
speeding traffic on neighborhood
streets, the city of Beverly Hills
has launched a temporary
Neighborhood Slow Streets
Program.
A designated slow street will
have signs installed to discourage
speeding and cut-through traffic
and allow residents to use more
of the street space for socially
distanced outdoor activities such
as walking and cycling.
“As an outdoor enthusiast, I am
excited about this program that
allows residents to take full
advantage of our beautiful streets
by connecting with their neighbors while also maintaining an
active and healthy lifestyle,”
Beverly Hills Mayor Bob
Wunderlich said.
Rather than pre-designating

streets for the program, the city is
encouraging a resident sponsor to
nominate their street block by filling out an application form at beverlyhills.org/slowstreets. Eligible
street blocks must be residential
zoned with a 25 mph speed limit.
Major streets and commercially
zoned streets are not eligible.
Once a street block application
is approved by the city, the resident sponsor must gather support
for the program from at least 51%
of the dwelling units on the street
block before the program can be
implemented.
Designated slow streets do not
limit access to residents, visitors,
delivery vehicles, street sweeping, trash pickup or emergency
vehicles. All regular parking regulations remain in effect.
For information, call the Public
Works Customer Service number
at (310)285-2467.

The four present council members – Councilman Lester
Friedman was absent – were in
agreement that “the time has come
to reopen City Hall,” as
Councilman Julian Gold said. As
for when their meetings would
return to being held in person, however, the council members seemed
to reach an impasse in regards to
mask wearing.
Current Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health guidelines state that even for vaccinated
people, meetings should be limited
to a total of 15 people. When the
five council members and city
staffers are included, “it doesn’t
leave a lot of room for members of
the public to attend and participate
in person,” Hunt-Coffey said.
In addition, the guidelines
require masks, and eating and
drinking would not be allowed.
Councilman John Mirisch and
Vice Mayor Lili Bosse noted that
wearing masks could prevent council members and the public from
hearing participants very well.
“I think it’s very hard to understand somebody when their mouth
is covered, their words are mumbled and that could be a detriment
to the public,” Bosse said.
Mirisch suggested instead that
meetings could continue virtually.
He also asked that the ability for
public comment to be held virtually
could continue, which seemed to
garner broad support on the council.
“I think we need to continue to
look at the advantages of remote
work and apply those,” Mirisch
said.
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Beverly Hills City Hall will reopen to the public for appointment-only services next month.

Gold pointed out that “masks
may be here for years,” and the
council may ultimately have to
reconvene in person while wearing
masks.
“There’s no guarantee that masks
are going away over the summer,”
he said.
Bosse said she hopes that the
county will make changes to its
guidance on in-person meetings.
“I think we have to hope that
there will be more tweaks to this,
because I don’t think it’s effective
for the community to try to understand me while I’m wearing a face
covering while I’m talking,” Bosse
said.
Other nearby cities are having to
make similar choices, Hunt-Coffey
said, and West Hollywood is plan-

ning to have its council return to inperson meetings by mid-summer,
though no members of the public
will be allowed to attend. A
spokesperson for the city of West
Hollywood did not return a request
for information before press time.
For members of the public who
do not wish to wear a mask for
Beverly Hills City Council meetings once they return in person,
Hunt-Coffey said the city could
offer a viewing area outdoors.
“We’re still working through the
logistics of that, but obviously we
want to provide as equal of service
as we can,” Hunt-Coffey said. “We
just can’t put the other members of
the public and the staff at risk by
having them in city buildings without a face covering.”
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City settles with vaping company over marketing Police search for man who
Lawsuit against
was last seen in Griffith Park
Kandypens alleged

n

youth were targeted

n Missing man’s

abandoned car was
found, raising concerns

By edwin folven
Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer has secured a $1.2 million
judgement against vaping device
manufacturer Kandypens as part of a
settlement in a 2018 lawsuit that
alleged the company marketed
tobacco products to youth.
“The tobacco industry spent generations making every effort they
could to hook kids on traditional cigarettes. But then came the tobacco
settlement, and pursuant to that, big
tobacco was prohibited from marketing to kids. The vape industry has
taken a page from big tobacco’s previous efforts,” Feuer said. “It uses
shiny new e-cigarettes and flavored
vapes to attract kids. We have a vaping epidemic. My office has been at
the forefront to prevent the targeting
of kids by vape companies.”
The 2018 lawsuit filed by the Los
Angeles City Attorney’s Office
alleged violations of the California
Stop Tobacco Access to Kids
Enforcement Act, among other state
and federal statutes. Feuer said
Kandypens marketed vaping devices
and flavored liquids to youth on
social media platforms, and the company used product placements in
music videos geared toward children
and youth.
“We allege that Kandypens has
engaged in youth-targeted marketing
on social media platforms like
YouTube and Instagram. We allege
that they paid for product placement
in music videos for artists with large
teen followings like Justin Bieber
and the 2019 Nickelodeon Kids’
Choice Awards host, DJ Khaled,”
Feuer added. “Despite readily-available age-gating techniques, we allege
that Kandypens did not previously
restrict access to its social media and
therefore, [people] under 21 had
access to it. To give you an example,
a city attorney investigator was able
to purchase assorted tobacco products from the Kandypens website

By edwin folven
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Los Angeles City Attorney Mike Feuer launched an educational program
in 2019 warning about the dangers of vaping.

posing as a teen customer. At no time
did the company verify date of birth
or the age of our investigator.”
Feuer said the company’s failure
to verify the purchaser’s age violated
the California Stop Tobacco Access
to Kids Enforcement Act. He added
that Kandypens also violated
California’s Unfair Competition
Law.
In addition to the $1.2 million in
financial penalties, the settlement
bars the company from engaging in
youth
targeted
marketing.
Kandypens is only allowed to advertise in adults-only entertainment
venues and is prohibited from signing advertising contracts to market its
products with anyone under 21. The
company’s website and social media
must be age-gated, meaning users
have to click a button stating they are
21 or older. Additionally, Kandypens
is precluded from using its logo on
apparel.
Feuer said the settlement is significant because teen vaping is rapidly
increasing. The city attorney cited
studies that indicate 27.5% of high
school-age students vape, and teens
15 to 17 years old are 16 times more
likely to vape than adults 25 to 34
years old, he added.
“The reasons we are pursuing all
these cases and our public education
campaign, and the reason I wanted to
highlight the very important result in

Beverly Hills police warn about
dangers of distracted driving

To raise awareness about distracted driving, the Beverly Hills Police
Department deployed extra officers
on April 20 to enforce the hands-free
cell phone law.
Under state law, drivers are not
allowed to hold a phone or electronic communications device while driving.
“Distracted driving is a serious
issue, but one that can be easily
solved simply by putting the phone
down,” BHPD Chief Dominick
Rivetti said. “That text, phone call,
email or social media post can wait.”
Beginning on July 1, a violation
for using a hand-held cellular phone

or texting while driving will result in
a point being added to the driver’s
record, as well as a fine. Points will
also be added for each violation
occurring within 36 months of a
prior conviction.
The BHPD is also raising awareness about the dangers of other distractions that increase the risk of collisions including eating, grooming,
programming directions, adjusting
the radio, taking off a jacket, reaching
for an object on the floor and navigating a vehicle’s in-dash touchscreen.
For
information,
visit
beverlyhills.org/departments/policede
partment.
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Drivers were reminded that cell phone use behind the wheel is illegal.

this case, is that tobacco products,
including flavored e-liquids, hook
kids and they pose a public health
risk,” Feuer added. “Our fight is to
protect those kids from getting
hooked in a new way, just as their
predecessors got hooked a generation ago.”
Feuer also cited his office’s “Your
Body Knows” public service campaign about the dangers of vaping,
which launched in 2019 with a grant
from the California State Attorney
General’s Office. He also hinted at
the prospect of more lawsuits.
“Our message to the vaping industry is clear,” Feuer said. “If you target
kids in your marketing and advertising and you take other steps that
enable kids to get access to your
products, we are going to hold you to
account.”

Los Angeles Police Department
detectives are searching for 45year-old Valentin Broeksmit, who
was last seen on April 6 in Griffith
Park.
Broeksmit’s girlfriend, Marie
Peter-Toltz, told police he dropped
her off at approximately 4 p.m.
near the tennis courts in the 4600
block of Crystal Springs Drive in
Griffith Park, and he did not return
as expected. She reported him
missing the next day, police said.
“This guy was supposed to pick
her up and never showed up,” said
Det. M. Beall, with the LAPD’s
Missing Persons Unit. “The girlfriend found his car the next morning in a different part of the city
and called police. The car is now
in police impound.”
Beall declined to say where the
car, a red 2020 Mini Cooper, was
found. She said the couple lives
near downtown Los Angeles.
Broeksmit was last seen driving
away from Griffith Park in the
Mini Cooper.
Beall said Peter-Toltz and
Broeksmit’s family are concerned
about his whereabouts, as
Broeksmit has never previously
disappeared or unexpectedly bro-

photo courtesy of the LAPD

Valentin Broeksmit

ken contact. The detective said
Peter-Toltz told them there had
been no fighting in the relationship and there were no signs he
planned to harm himself.
Investigators hope a witness or
someone with knowledge about
Broeksmit’s disappearance will
come forward.
“Anything is possible,” Beall
added. “She said there wasn’t any
dispute or anything. We don’t
know what happened or where he
is.”
Anyone with information is
urged to call the LAPD’s Missing
Persons Unit at (213)996-1800.
During weekends and off-hours,
call the LAPD’s hotline at
(877)LAPD247. Tips can also be
made anonymously by calling
Crime Stoppers at (800)222-TIPS,
or visit lapdonline.org.
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West Hollywood defers to businesses on Pride
n City, chamber will

help private sector
host celebrations

BY CAMERON KISZLA
West Hollywood is moving forward with a pared-down Pride for
2021.
The City Council voted unanimously on April 19 to authorize
$110,000 for this year’s celebration,
including approximately $50,000
set aside for public safety costs and
$10,000 for the West Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce to put on an
event for the transgender community.
The city will not host in-person
events of its own, instead choosing
to help local businesses put on their
own Pride-related events, especially
those that utilize the OUT –
Outdoor Use Temporary – Zones

and OUT on Robertson, a weekendonly program that limits a portion
of Robertson Boulevard to pedestrians.
“We as a city had decided pretty
much through the end of this calendar year that we weren’t going to do
in-person events, at least not sponsored by the city,” Mayor Lindsey
Horvath said. “I think we’ve made
that decision, as far as city programs, but I am very interested in
helping all the businesses who want
to participate in a Pride experience
that’s an in-person experience. Use
the OUT Zone program, use the
OUT on Robertson program, safe
spaces we have created already and
we can enhance and activate accordingly to really bring to life a Pride
experience in West Hollywood.”
Mayor Pro Tempore Lauren
Meister agreed that the city should
“let the restaurants and the bars benefit from this, rather than some open

Virtual scoping meetings for
Crenshaw Northern Extension

A 45-day scoping period for
the
Crenshaw
Northern
Extension project began April 15,
and upcoming virtual scoping
meetings are planned to gather
public input on what to study during the project’s upcoming draft
environmental impact report.
The Crenshaw/LAX Line that
is currently under construction
will end at the E Line (Expo)
Station at Crenshaw and
Exposition boulevards. The
Crenshaw Northern Extension
project
will
extend
the
Crenshaw/LAX Line north to the
D (Purple) Line and continue to
the B (Red) Line at the
Hollywood/Highland station,
with a potential last station at the
Hollywood Bowl.
The scoping period concludes
on Friday, May 28. The meetings
will provide an overview of the
project, describe the environmental study process and solicit comments on the proposed routes from
residents, communities, businesses, cities and stakeholders.
Scoping meetings will be held
on Thursday, April 29, from
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.; on
Thursday, May 6, from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m.; and on Saturday, May
8, from 10 a.m. to noon.
The Zoom link for April 29 is
us02web.zoom.us/j/87500507019
; the meeting ID is 875 0050 7019.
The Zoom link for May 6 is
us02web.zoom.us/j/82996680178
; the meeting ID is 829 9668 0178.

The Zoom link for May 8 is
us02web.zoom.us/j/84880363069
; the meeting ID is 848 8036 3069.
The three routes under study
would follow busy travel corridors, serve major destinations
and employment centers, and create more connectivity in Metro’s
rail and bus network by linking
four Metro rail lines and five of
the busiest bus routes in Los
Angeles County. Two of the
routes would follow San Vicente
Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue,
with one providing additional
access west of Fairfax Avenue.
The third route would mostly follow La Brea Avenue.
The Crenshaw/LAX Northern
Extension Project is a Measure M
Project with a groundbreaking
date of FY 2041 and a project
completion date of FY 2047.
Metro is conducting this study
now because there are efforts
underway to identify funding to
accelerate this schedule.
Comments will be accepted
before May 28 and may be sent by
email to Roger Martin, project
manager,
at
crenshawnorth@metro.net or by
visiting metro.net/crenshawnorth
or call the project at (213)4183093. Regular mail should be sent
to One Gateway Plaza, Mail Stop
99-22-06, Los Angeles, CA 90012.
Recordings of the meetings
will be posted afterwards on the
project website, metro.net/crenshawnorth.

Street closures for 93rd Oscars
To ensure public safety, support
security strategies and facilitate the
production of the 93rd Oscars, the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences and the city of Los
Angeles have finalized street closure plans around Union Station in
downtown Los Angeles. The Oscars
will be held on Sunday, April 25, at
Union Station Los Angeles and the
Dolby Theatre at Hollywood and
Highland Center in Hollywood, and
international locations via satellite.
Alameda Street between Cesar E.
Chavez Avenue and First Street, Los
Angeles Street between Alameda
Street and First Street, and intersecting streets will be closed beginning
at 12:01 a.m. on Sunday, April 25,
and will remain closed until 4 a.m.

on Monday, April 26. The 101
Freeway off-ramp and on-ramps at
Los Angeles Street will also be
closed during this period.
Now through Oscar Sunday,
April 25, additional streets and
sidewalks will be closed for varying
periods. Details of the closures and
maps of affected areas are available
at oscars.org/closures.
Union Station will remain open
to transit riders throughout this
period, and riders will be able to
access all bus, rail, Metrolink,
Amtrak and private transportation
providers, along with vendors.
The Oscars will be televised live
on ABC at 5 p.m. and will be televised live in more than 225 countries
and territories worldwide.

space where we can’t control, necessarily, the crowd.”
“The restaurants and bars will
have to control the crowd. That’s
their job,” Meister said.
Council members and city officials made clear that even without a
city-sponsored in-person event,
they were expecting large numbers
of people to come to West
Hollywood to celebrate Pride.
“As we progress toward June, it
does seem that there is going to be
more and more opportunities for
people to come out,” Councilman
John D’Amico said. “Based on
what I saw this weekend, if you turn
the lights on, people show up, so we
need to be prepared for fairly robust
crowds.”
City Manager Paul Arevalo
agreed with D’Amico’s assessment,
but added that it’s important for
West Hollywood to maintain its
position as a local home for Pride
celebrations after Christopher Street
West announced last year that it was
pulling its LA Pride festival from
West Hollywood.
“West Hollywood is going to be
packed to the gills whether we do
something or not ... I’m not necessarily worried that businesses aren’t
going to be busy. What I am worried about though is losing another
year of maintaining our unique
brand and being inviting to the
community and keeping our doors
open,” Arevalo said.
Though much of the council was
in agreement on the broad strokes
of the plan for Pride, there was
some debate over finances.
Genevieve Morrill, president and

photo by Jon Viscott/courtesy of West Hollywood

West Hollywood hasn’t hosted a city-sponsored Pride event since 2019
due to the pandemic.

CEO of the West Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce, had sought
at least $165,000 to help put on
Pride and perform outreach to area
businesses. In comparison, the
2019 event was funded with
approximately $2 million from the
city.
Councilwoman Sepi Shyne said
she thought $165,000 was “a
stretch” given the financial issues
caused by COVID-19.
“We’re still in the economic
downturn of the pandemic,” she
said.
The chamber also proposed creating digital content for Pride
month, though Councilman John
Erickson expressed doubts that the
digital content would be wanted.
“Putting things on the screen are
fine. I don’t think anyone’s going to
watch it,” Erickson said. “If I was at
Rocco’s or OUT on Robertson or
somewhere where there was a
screen, and Demi Lovato or whoev-

er is playing, cool. I’m not going to
watch it. I’m going to hang out with
my friends. I think that’s money
that we don’t need to spend in that
way. I think people are Zoomed
out.”
Instead of creating programming,
the chamber will defer to digital
content from the city’s Arts
Division created for One City One
Pride, Morrill said.
There was some discussion about
bringing the Pride plan back for discussion in early May, but Morrill
said it was important to make the
decision on April 19, as June is
quickly approaching.
“Every time we delay it costs
more money, and that’s the facts.
We need decisions tonight on how
much you want to spend and what
exactly you want to do, and we will
do the best job we can for you,”
Morrill said.
The council then agreed to move
forward with the $110,000 budget.
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Local leaders react to verdicts in trial of
former police officer who killed George Floyd
n Many call for peace

and healing
BY EDWIN FOLVEN
Local leaders issued statements
about the April 20 verdicts in the trial
of former Minneapolis police officer
Derek Chauvin, who was found
guilty of two murder charges and a
manslaughter charge for the death of
George Floyd on May 25, 2020.
Chauvin was convicted of second-degree unintentional murder,
third-degree murder and seconddegree manslaughter. He was led
away in handcuffs after the verdicts
were read. Chauvin faces up to 75
years in prison for the three charges.
The death of Floyd sparked
nationwide outrage and civil unrest
in many cities. In Los Angeles, hundreds of thousands of people
protested at numerous demonstrations through late spring and summer. At a May 30 protest in the
Fairfax District, demonstrators
clashed with police. Some local
leaders said they hope the guilty verdicts in the case against Chauvin
will help society more forward
toward racial equality and tolerance.
“While no jury’s decision can

bring back George Floyd or undo
the pain felt by his family, friends
and the community, the guilty verdict and Derek Chauvin’s trial is an
important measure of justice and
accountability,” said U.S. Rep.
Adam Schiff (D-Burbank), in a
statement. “No conviction can
repair the enduring harm police
brutality has inflicted on communities of color, nor will it prevent
more tragedies from reoccurring in
the future. The jury is in, but now
it’s up to us to see this through. We
must redouble our efforts to pass
the George Floyd Justice in
Policing Act to address police brutality by holding police officers and
departments responsible, reprogramming existing police funding
to empower communities, ending
qualified immunity and bringing
about other bold, comprehensive
changes.”
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
also praised the jury’s ruling and
vowed to continue the healing
process.
“Our nation took a step forward
on the winding journey toward
healing, reconciliation and accountability. But this conviction does not
return George Floyd to the arms of
his siblings and children,” Garcetti

Notable quotes
When day comes we ask ourselves,
where can we find light in this never-ending shade?
The loss we carry,
a sea we must wade
We’ve braved the belly of the beast
We’ve learned that quiet isn’t always peace
And the norms and notions
of what just is
Isn’t always just-ice
And yet the dawn is ours
before we knew it
Somehow we do it
Somehow we’ve weathered and witnessed
a nation that isn’t broken
but simply unfinished
Amanda Gorman
Youth Poet Laureate
Excerpt of “The Hill We Climb” Inaugural Poem
Jan. 20, 2021

The George Floyd murder trial is over. Justice has been served.

said in a statement. “For too long,
Black Americans have been denied
their rights by the laws of our land,
denied opportunity in housing and
education, and denied safety by the
gun and the badge. [The verdict] is
not the end of that system. It’s
progress toward fixing it.”

“Our nation took a
step forward on the
winding journey
toward healing,
reconciliation and
accountability. But
this conviction
does not return
George Floyd to the
arms of his siblings
and children.”

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to
consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

8815 CYNTHIA STREET,
West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

Applicant is requesting a subdivision of an existing 21-unit residential building into a common
interest development.

PERMIT(S):

Subdivision Permit, and any
other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

Hayk Martirosian

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, May 6, 2021 at
6:30 p.m.
Given the local, state and nation state of emergency, this
meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed
instructions for participation included on the posted agenda).

ZONES:

R4B (Residential, Multi-Family
High Density)

-Eric Garcetti,
mayor of Los Angeles

Local leaders including Los
Angeles City Councilman Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, said the verdicts will have a far-reaching impact.
“Nothing can eliminate or heal
the pain that George Floyd’s murder
has caused. But now the jury has
spoken decisively and ensured that
Derek Chauvin will be held
accountable,” O’Farrell said. “[The]
verdict is part of our collective journey to advance equity and justice.
Our journey continues, and I remain
committed to help bring the kind of
real change communities of color
demand and that everyone deserves.
I stand in solidarity with the Black
community and will continue working with my colleagues on the Los
Angeles City Council to transform
what public safety means moving
forward.”
Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer responded to the verdicts in a
message on Twitter.
“It is my sincere hope that the
Floyd family finds some measure of
peace from [the] guilty verdicts,”
Feuer said. “Although there was
justice for George Floyd, there is so
much left to do.”

Caruso offers deals for clothing donations
Caruso is hosting a charitable
Earth Day program taking place at
The Grove, Americana at Brand
and Palisades Village this week. In
partnership with the nonprofit organization Clothes the Deal, Caruso is
inviting guests to participate in a
clothing drive at each destination in
exchange for redeemable dining,
fashion and lifestyle discounts
being offered by an exciting selection of tenants.
In celebration of sustainability
and community this Earth Day,
April 22, Caruso has teamed up
with Clothes the Deal – an organization dedicated to providing professional business attire to lowincome men, women, at-risk youth
and U.S. Veterans to support
employment efforts, self-sufficiency and economic independence – to
host public clothing donations at
their most iconic Los Angeles retail
destinations.
To take part, guests can drop off
items at each destination’s

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) Regulations pursuant
to Section §15301 (Existing Facilities)

DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND STATE
OF EMERGENCY, CITY HALL IS CURRENTLY
CLOSED. The staff report will be available on
Thursday, April 29, 2021 on-line at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be
limited to raising only those issues you or someone
else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the
West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior
to, the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this
meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you
must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48
hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to express their opinion in
this matter.

photo courtesy of Caruso

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND
WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY OF THE AGENDA
AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER
INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Roger
Rath, Assistant Planner in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via
email at: rrath@weho.org

The Grove is one of three Caruso properties participating in an Earth Day
clothing drive.

Melissa Crowder, Acting City Clerk

concierge desks, and in exchange
receive a sticker which can be used
to redeem a selection of exclusive
tenant offerings from the likes of
Blue Ribbon Sushi & Grill, Frame,

$" !   !  .
     
 !!  "   : 323-848-6826.

&Other Stories, Kiehl’s, HäagenDazs, Barnes & Noble, and more.
The Grove is located at 189 The
Grove Drive. For information, visit
thegrovela.com.
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Clinic in 13th District offers Subway work prompts Gale Drive closure
5,921 doses of vaccine
Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District,
has announced that a vaccination
clinic he arranged in his district
provided 5,921 first and second
doses of the Pfizer vaccine to eligible residents and workers. Of
the total number, approximately
3,000 were second doses given to
those who had already received
initial shots to ensure they were
fully vaccinated.
The clinics ran from March 9
through April 17 at three sites in
the 13th District, including the
Elysian Valley Recreation
Center, Clinica Romero in
Westlake and Lemon Grove
Recreation Center in East
Hollywood. The clinic was part
of the Mayor’s Mobile Outreach
for Vaccine Equity program, held
in partnership with the Los
Angeles Fire Department,
Carbon Health and Community

Organized Relief Effort, or
CORE.
“The 13th District is home to
many groups that have been disproportionately impacted by
COVID-19, including essential
workers, seniors and communities of color, and we knew people
had difficulty getting vaccinated
due to working long hours, travel
barriers or accessibility issues,”
O’Farrell said. “I am thrilled that
we helped solve this challenge by
bringing the vaccine directly to
almost 3,000 [second dose recipients] in a safe and convenient
way.”
Many employees of 13th
District restaurants, grocery
stores and schools were vaccinated through the clinics as eligibility opened to more Angelenos,
O’Farrell added.
For
information,
visit
cd13.com.

Metro hosts sustainability forum
The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority will hold a virtual installment of the Metro Conversations
series titled “Investing in People for
a
Sustainable
Future”
on
Wednesday, April 28, from noon to
1 p.m.
The webinar is being held in con-

junction with Earth month. Topics
will focus on Metro’s work to
enhance quality of life in L.A.
County, with a particular emphasis
on sustainability and workforce
development. Speakers from Metro
departments will participate.
For
information,
visit
metro.net/sustainability.

Metro is advising about new
work occurring in the city of
Beverly Hills through May 7.
Gale Drive will be closed north
of Wilshire Boulevard daily from 6
a.m. to 5 p.m. while crews install a
utility duct bank. The north crosswalk will also be closed to pedestrians. Access to driveways will be
maintained.
Crews are also working at many
other locations on the Purple Line
Extension subway project under
Wilshire Boulevard. In Beverly
Hills, subway station construction
continues at Wilshire/Rodeo, where
excavation has been occurring, and
Wilshire/La Cienega, where crews
are
building
underground
appendage structures that house
vital systems. Lane reductions are
in place in the area. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between San
Vicente and La Cienega boulevards
through fall of 2022.
Metro has announced that parking is available at 8447 Wilshire
Blvd. and 8350 Wilshire Blvd. from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. to replace metered
parking removed on Wilshire
Boulevard because of construction
between La Cienega and San
Vicente boulevards. The first hour
will be validated free by mentioning Metro when entering the structure.
Farther east, crews are also working on future subway stations at
Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire
La/Brea. Concrete deliveries will
continue in April. Intermittent lane

photo courtesy of Metro

Crews are continuing construction underground at the Wilshire/La
Cienega subway station.

reductions on Wilshire Boulevard
and interconnecting side streets
may be necessary.
In the Miracle Mile, Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction through
September between Detroit and
June streets. Lane reductions may
be implemented on weekends on
Wilshire Boulevard between La
Brea and Highland avenues.
Crews are also working underground near Wilshire/Western.
Intermittent lane closures may be
necessary on Wilshire Boulevard
between Western Avenue and
Manhattan Place, and on Manhattan
Place north of Wilshire Boulevard.
Metro is holding a webinar on all
three sections of the Purple Line
Extension
project
from
Wilshire/Western to Westwood on

Letters to the Editor
First Amendment rights
of journalists should
be upheld
To Police Chief Moore, Sheriff
Villanueva, Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors, Los Angeles
City Council, Mayor Garcetti and
Southern
California
Law
Enforcement:
Los Angeles and other major
cities have seen a resurgence in
protests against police brutality
over the past year, which have
resulted in a series of incidents
involving police officers and the
journalists assigned to cover those
demonstrations.
Journalists
in
Southern
California and elsewhere have
been detained, tackled, sprayed
with tear gas, hit with rubber bullets and arrested, preventing them

Television City
project needs
more consideration
Re “Television City: Take
Two,” April 1 issue
Your April 1 story on the proposed expansion plans for
Television City reads like a press
release from Hackman Capital
Partners and fails to examine
potential negative impacts. I
would like to share my comments
on their proposal:
After following and being in

from providing the public with
urgently needed information and
putting their health and safety at
great risk.
Law enforcement officers, and
government agencies more broadly, must not interfere with journalists as they work to provide accurate information on these protests
and law enforcement’s response to
them.
Now, a cross-section of
Southern California journalism
organizations has come together to
demand that you take new steps to
safeguard that work. We demand
that you:
• End the practice of detaining
and arresting journalists who are
covering events in areas where
officers have issued a dispersal
order or declared an unlawful
assembly. Journalists must be able
to witness and report on what happens during these important police
actions.
contact with the community relations representatives involved
with the Television City Project
since the sale to Hackman
Capital, I was caught off guard by
the release of the renderings in
the media. While pleased to see it
maintained as a film studio, I feel
the project is overreaching for the
site and will have negative
impacts for the surrounding
neighborhoods because of the
proposed enormous increase in
capacity.
The proposed project also has
the potential to jeopardize the historic status of the studio building
designed by William Pereira and
Charles Luckman, along with

• Agree to ensure media have
“sight and sound” access to any
major event.
• Ensure that media credentials
are not required for news outlets,
freelancers or student journalists
to cover demonstrations.
• Impress upon frontline supervisors that individuals who selfidentify as journalists while acting
in a news gathering capacity must
be afforded full access.
• Recognize that newsgathering
is squarely protected by the First
Amendment, with courts around
the country finding that laws
requiring journalists actively
engaged in newsgathering to disperse raise serious constitutional
concerns.
• Understand that journalists
play a vital role as surrogates for
the public in witnessing the way
project coordinator Gin Wong, in
the international style. Hackman
Capital’s proposed office building would be built on top and
would dominate the historic
resource.
Pereira has designed some of
L.A.’s most iconic mid-century
buildings and many of his most
significant works have been
recently slated for demolition.
Wong was one of a few AsianAmerican architects known for
his work on the Theme Building
at LAX and the Transamerica
Building in San Francisco. It
would be a significant loss for
this building to lose its historic
status because of the impacts of a

police effectuate dispersal orders.
Finally, our organizations’ leaders are requesting a face-to-face
meeting to discuss these issues.
We are confident that these issues
can be resolved and the First
Amendment freedoms can be
safeguarded
in
Southern
California.
Asian American Journalists
Association, Los Angeles
Latino Journalists of California,
CCNMA
National Association of Black
Journalists, Los Angeles
Los Angeles Press Club
Media Guild of the West,
NewsGuild-CWA Local 39213
National Association of Hispanic
Journalists
Board of Directors National
Association
of
Hispanic
Journalists
Society
of
Professional
Journalists, Los Angeles

poorly conceived design by
Hackman Capital.
At a time when city planning is
attempting to be more conscious
of being inclusionary of minority
men and women, Hackman is
sending a very negative message
as to the importance of this historic resource and the contributions of Asian Americans. The
failure of Hackman Capital to discuss these major issues prior to the
public release of the project renderings appears to be a disregard
to the preservation community
and the surrounding residents.
Keith Nakata
Los Angeles

Wednesday, May 5, from noon to 1
p.m., via Zoom. To participate, visit
zoom.us and use the webinar ID:
910 4911 3927, or call (888)788
0099.
For questions and concerns, call
the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net, or
visit metro.net.
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New MCWCC chair hopes to empower neighborhood

BY JUSTIN SAYERS

Lauren Nichols learned about the
Mid City West Community Council
after seeing a Facebook advertisement.
She opted to run and won a seat,
and what she found was an experience “so, so cool” – whether it was
beautifying areas near Fairfax High
School, handing out grants to nonprofits or helping bring slow streets
to the area near her Fairfax apartment.
Fast forward three years and
Nichols, a business representative
on the council, former vice chair
and philanthropy professional, was
elected as the replacement for longtime chair Scott Epstein, who is
running for Los Angeles City
Council, during the council’s April
13 meeting.
“It wasn’t something I necessarily sought out to do,” Nichols said.
“[The council] is just really empowering. As much as you want to do,
you have a platform to do that.”
Epstein said Nichols is “going to
be an amazing chairperson for Mid
City West.”
“She is passionate about community engagement. She is committed
to lifting up diverse voices,”
Epstein said. “Everything she does
she brings great thoughtfulness and
attention. I think she’s going to set a
very constructive and receptive tone
for the board.”
Nichols, who works professionally helping administer grants for foster youth for the Anthony and
Jeanne Pritzker Family Foundation,
said her main goal as chair is to provide those in the neighborhood the
same feelings of empowerment
she’s experienced.
For her, that first moment came
when she was a stakeholder in the
council’s education and social services committee. She participated in
a homeless count, with a number of
volunteers she called “scrappy,” and
loved how she felt she was making a
difference. That experience prompted her to reach out to Epstein about
getting more involved.
She was elevated to serve as the
secretary for the council’s transportation committee, where she worked to
implement the Slow Streets program. She later was elected first vice
chair, while also chairing the neighborhood’s grant committee, helping
give out $10,000 in grants – roughly
25% of the council’s budget – to support area nonprofits and schools.
They also used other funds to purchase toiletries and other goods to
support homeless people at the Pan
Pacific Park shelter.
Despite her elevation in the
neighborhood council, she stressed
that she doesn’t have her own political ambitions, but is just “so energized by doing the work.”
“What’s so great about this is it
gives us a platform and a modest
budget to make a difference in the
community,” she said.
Nichols said the best way to
empower others to give them a seat
at the table. That includes something as simple as getting out in the
neighborhood and making people
aware of what the neighborhood
council is and does, but also
includes building partnerships with
organizations in the district, leveraging the work that they do. She
said she’s hoping to get students
and the youth voice more involved.
“During the pandemic, we have
all gotten to know our community
and neighbors in ways we never did
before,” she said. “People want to
do more. … There’s a real opportunity in this moment to give people

the opportunity to step up.”
She said she supports keeping
council meetings, which have been
solely online during the pandemic,
in a hybrid format – both online and
potentially on-site at different community organizations – as a way to
accomplish her goals.
“I think the virtual format is more
accessible to people,” Nichols said.
“The construction and new cultural
organizations that are here are really
exciting. It would be so phenomenal
to use one of those fabulous venues.”
She also said that she’s going to
stress the importance of the council’s social and racial justice equity
committee, which was formed amid
the protests last year after the mur-

want to help and get involved. They
just need the opportunity.”
For Epstein, he said that he believes
der of George Floyd by a police bringing more voices and opportuniofficer in Minnesota. That includes ties to the civic engagement process
doing an equity audit – looking at was one of his proudest accomplishthe council from top-to-bottom to ments as chair. He said that those
issues touch everything the council
make sure they’re inclusive.
“One of the things that we have touches, whether it’s equity in land
talked about in this cycle that I want use, transportation and sustainability.
“Our community is not monolithto champion and bring on is really
looking at ourselves as an organiza- ic and cares about all these issues as
tion moving to become actively well. I think the council is really
anti-racist as an organization,” she well-positioned to be an active voice
said. “While we’re a large board on a wide range of issues,” Epstein
and we do have diversity on the said. “What I’m really excited about
board, and I’m proud of that … We is I think we’ve created a constructive attitude that allows space for
can be doing more.”
Nichols said it’s all about oppor- people to do new things and to be
responsive to the community. I have
tunity.
“There’s so much opportunity,” no regrets. I think under Lauren,
she said. “People in the community things are going to be amazing.”

photo courtesy of Lauren Nichols

Lauren Nichols, who works with
foster youth for the Anthony and
Jeanne
Pritzker
Family
Foundation, was elected new chair
of the Mid City West Council.
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Horvath enters race for Kuehl’s seat
n Current WeHo

mayor seeks
higher office in 2022

By Justin sayers
West Hollywood Mayor Lindsey
Horvath announced that she is running for Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors in 2022, seeking the
seat of two-term incumbent Sheila
Kuehl, who is retiring instead of
running for a third term.
Horvath, who first served on the
West Hollywood Council from
2009-2011 and again since 2015,
said she’s hoping to bring a more
diverse voice as a progressive and
millennial to the 3rd district, which
stretches from the ocean to Los
Feliz, and Venice to the San
Fernando Valley, and includes West
Hollywood, Beverly Hills, North
Hollywood and Santa Monica.
“It’s unusual for somebody who
is early in their career to think about
this kind of seat,” Horvath said.
“More often, this is the place where
people have gone to retire. I think
having somebody who is eager to
do the work, and is thinking about
years ahead and not thinking about
this is the last bit of work that I’ll be
doing in my career, I think changes
a bit of perspective on what needs
to be done, and I think brings a different energy and different flexibility.”
Horvath said that she did not necessarily have specific aspirations to
run for the supervisors seat, but that
she opted to after members of the
community came to her. She said
the feedback she’s received has
been overwhelmingly positive.
“I was flattered by the inquiry,
and I very much believe in civic
leadership. When people ask you to
serve, you have a responsibility to
take a look to see if it’s a right fit for
what you want to do,” she said.
“I’ve heard so many rumors about
what I was up to. For me, I want to
go where I’m going to be of most
use for people – where people want
to see me do the work that they
know I can do. That’s why the
supervisor race is the right race at
the right time.”
Horvath
officially
joins
Assemblyman Richard Bloom (DSanta Monica), among others, to
replace Kuehl, whose term ends in
December 2022. Bloom, the former
mayor of Santa Monica and a longtime member of the state Assembly,
announced his candidacy in
January, shortly after Kuehl’s
announcement about not running
again.
While Bloom has picked up a
handful of endorsements from fellow state legislators, Horvath’s
announcement came with an
endorsement from Kuehl, who said
“there is no other leader in Los
Angeles County like her.”
“I have followed Lindsey’s work
and have seen the impacts of her

leadership, not only in West
Hollywood, but also countywide,”
Kuehl said. “Her tenacity and commitment to getting things done for
the residents of Los Angeles
County show that she is uniquely
qualified for the job of supervisor.
From helping unhoused residents
get the critical services they so desperately need, to creating a sustainable and just future, to leading her
city’s recovery efforts for working
families – Lindsey has been a
leader who takes action for her constituents.”
Horvath, who works professionally as an entertainment advertising
executive, said she is “humbled and
gratified” by the endorsement from
Kuehl, and that she’ll “work hard to
prove her right.”
“There is absolutely no one like
Sheila Kuehl. She is incomparable
in her accomplishments and the
legacy that leaves. She leaves quite
big shoes to fill. I just want to build
on her great record while bringing
my perspective,” Horvath said.
Horvath said she’s hoping that
some of her accomplishments can
serve as a blueprint for the wider
region. That includes her work
advocating for the homeless,
LGBTQ and senior population in
West Hollywood, volunteering with
groups like Project Angel Food and
serving on the board of Victory
Fund. It also includes citywide
accomplishments like weathering
COVID-19’s impact on the business community, making the city
more walkable and bikeable, and
creating an aging-in-place plan for
the older residents.
“I think we’ve been able to take
care of our residents and weather
one of the greatest crises we’ve
seen in recent history,” she said.
“We are supporting our business
community while also taking a
stand for people who want to return
to work and hopefully accommodating them. … We have a lot to be
proud of in West Hollywood.
We’ve worked very hard to support
our residents and protect people’s
quality of life. I think what we’ve
done in West Hollywood can be a
model for the broader region on a
variety of issues.”
Horvath, who will remain in her
role as mayor while she’s campaigning and said she will recuse
herself from any discussion that
potentially serves as a conflict of
interest, said that her biggest
remaining goal in West Hollywood
is to continue to advocate bringing
the Metro Crenshaw Northern
Extension to the city. She said that’s
something she would continue to
push for as a supervisor.
She admitted that campaigning
will look different for the time
being, due to the ongoing pandemic
that limits in-person contact with
other people. But she’s excited to
meet with new constituents to talk
about what’s important to them and
their communities.

Beverly Hills scout troop holds
food drive for homeless families
Scouts from Beverly Hills Troop
110 will accept food donations for
Upward Bound House, a nonprofit
helping homeless families, on
Sunday, April 25, from 1 to 4 p.m.
at All Saints Episcopal Church of
Beverly Hills, 504 N. Camden
Drive.
Upward Bound House needs
bread, canned food, water bottles,

juice boxes, lunch box supplies and
toiletries. Contactless donations can
be made by handing items to
scouts, or they can retrieve donations from a vehicle’s trunk.
Donations help homeless families
find stability and success.
For information, email scoutmaster
Steven
Jacobs
at
recruitment@bh110.mytroop.us.

She ultimately said she’s hoping
to bring more accountability to the
county, as more people have taken
an interest in the county during the
pandemic, due to county-mandated
health orders and other legislation.
“I just really want to get to work.
I’m eager to meet with everyone,
talk with everyone about the issues
that are most important to them,”
she said. “I think there’s so much
that the county is responsible for.
And I think, quite frankly, most
people don't even know half of
what the county actually does to
impact their lives. I want to change
that.”

photo courtesy of Lindsey Horvath

West Hollywood Mayor Lindsey Horvath announced that she is running
for the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors in 2022.
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Discussions continue regarding One Beverly Hills
n Planning Commission

meetings continue
tonight

By Cameron Kiszla
The Beverly Hills Planning
Commission received more information about the mixed-use One
Beverly Hills project on April 19, but
did not hold a vote on the project.
The topic will be further discussed in
a special meeting of the commission
tonight, April 22, at 7 p.m.
On April 19, the commission
received answers to questions
asked in the meeting on April 8
about One Beverly Hills, a 17.5acre mixed-use project that will

include hotels – including the existing Waldorf Astoria and the
Beverly Hilton – residences, retail
and restaurant space, and botanical
gardens on both sides of Merv
Griffin Way.
The project team, led by Ted
Kahan, president of the One
Beverly Hills project, offered feedback on a variety of topics, including on questions about the developers’ plan to pay into an affordable
housing trust fund, as opposed to
building affordable housing as part
of One Beverly Hills.
Commissioner Myra Demeter
reiterated concerns that arose last
meeting about the inclusion of
affordable housing.
“I think that it comes across as –

rendering © DBOX for Alagem Capital Group

The One Beverly Hills project will include hotels, residences, retail and
restaurant space, and botanical gardens.

I can almost say elitist – that your
property will be only luxury, and
you want to put the money away
and have somebody do the affordable housing. How open are you to
taking the responsibility for building affordable housing, perhaps on
another site? … People really are
concerned about affordable housing,” Demeter said.
The development team’s attorney,
George Mihlsten from Latham &
Watkins, contended that affordable
housing is in the purview of the City
Council, which will have the ultimate say on the project.
The project team also followed
up on Commissioner Andy Licht’s
concerns regarding Los Angeles
Country Club, which will be hosting the 2023 United States Open
golf tournament. Licht expressed
concerns that construction noise
and traffic could impact the tournament, but Kahan assured him that
the project team has “a great dialogue right now with the L.A.
Country Club.”
“We have told them they will
have a successful U.S. Open in
2023,” Kahan said. “If that requires
us to curtail or cease construction
activities, that’s something that
we’re open to. At this point, our
preference would be to leave it to
them to make the request as to what
they’d like us to do.”
Licht said that was good news
and agreed to let the developers and
country club work out their issues
with the Planning Commission’s
oversight.
“If they’re happy, I’m happy …

rendering © DBOX for Alagem Capital Group

Merv Griffin Way will travel underneath the podium of the One Beverly
Hills project.

As long as you’re in a dialogue and
they’re happy, that works for me,”
Licht said.
Questions were also raised concerning the effect of One Beverly
Hills on traffic, including the plan
to construct a new signal at Santa
Monica Boulevard and Merv
Griffin Way and how the traffic signals along Wilshire Boulevard will
interact with the project.
Pat Gibson, the project’s traffic
consultant, confirmed that the traffic patterns will allow hotel guests,
customers of the on-site businesses
and residents of nearby neighborhoods to coexist.
“[The lights will] allow us to get
traffic in and out of the residential

street at the same time as we get
hotel and retail traffic out of Merv
Griffin Way,” Gibson said.
At the end of the April 19 meeting, one question remained regarding fractional membership, which
the residences plan to offer, and the
amenities access program, which
would allow non-residents to purchase access to the private portions
of the botanical gardens. The project team agreed to return with more
information on those topics on
April 22.
“I’m interested in the generalities, but also the specifics … We’ve
never done this before,” Planning
Commission Chair Peter Ostroff
said.

Early Dinner Special
Mon.-Fri. 4-6 pm
Come in at 4 and pay $4
for your meal + a beverage!
You can’t beat a deal like this!
GRILLED SALMON TAPENADE

BEAT THE CLOCK HOTCAKE

ALMOND CHICKEN

GOURMET MEATLOAF

Grilled Atlantic salmon served on creamed
spinach and creamy mashed potatoes

One Buttermilk Hotcake, one egg, choice of one turkey link or
bacon. Served with maple syrup and butter

Breast of chicken dusted with flour and
almonds served with creamy mashed potatoes
and steamed broccoli

Choice chuck and pork ground together to create this old
time favorite! Topped with mushrooms and gravy. Served with
creamy mashed potatoes

SPAGHETTI AND MEATBALLS

Served with marinara sauce and meatballs

Offer not valid with any other discounts and promotions.
No substitutions. Beverage purchase required. Dine in only.
Subject to change without prior notice.

6333 W. 3rd St. at the Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Follow Us!

@duparsfm

Open Mon.-Fri.
7am - 6pm
Sat. & Sun.
6am - 6pm
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LGBT Center supports grant
program for LGBTQ+ survivors

When reauthorization of the
Violence Against Women Act
passed the U.S. House of
Representatives in March, the
landmark legislation included a
provision to establish the firstever grant program dedicated to
the LGBTQ+ community.
A provision included in H.R.
1620 is dedicated to supporting
LGBTQ+ survivors of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual
assault and stalking – including
trans women, who face mistreatment and discrimination from
law enforcement or crisis centers
that do not have dedicated services for LBGTQ+ individuals.
“Right now, the field is just
woefully underfunded, and that
causes harm,” said Los Angeles
LGBT Center Director of Policy
and Community Building Terra
Russell-Slavin, who helped write
the language for the provision.
“There are so few programs that
provide LGBTQ-specific services. Yet, we know from hearing
from LGBTQ survivors and community members that they have a
preference for going to LGBTQspecific services and also because
they receive services there that
better meet their needs.”
This new grant program is
specifically designed to combat
domestic
violence
against
LGBTQ+ individuals through prevention education, outreach and
training to organizations and other
entities focused on serving victims.

Currently, only $6 out of every
$1,000 of the Office of Violence
Against Women’s budget currently funds LGBTQ-specific grant
programs, according to RussellSlavin, who also serves as cochair of the LGBT Subject Matter
Committee of the National
Taskforce to End Sexual and
Domestic Violence, which is the
main advocacy coalition pushing
for the legislation.
H.R. 1620 aims to build on previous versions of the legislation
first passed in 1994, which
ensures legal protections for all
people who are victims of domestic violence and abuse and
ensures that survivors have access
to essential services and to justice.
The House voted on March 8
to renew the lapsed VAWA legislation championed by President
Joe Biden in a 244-172 vote, with
29 Republicans voting with
Democrats in support. The legislation is expected to be introduced in the U.S. Senate soon.
“This was my pipe dream, to
have the specific grant program
for LGBTQ survivors,” RussellSlavin said.
“There’s nothing about this
that is partisan – VAWA has
always been nonpartisan,”
Russell-Slavin says. She advises
the public to contact their senators and demand H.R. 1620 to
pass through the Senate and to
include the LGBTQ grant program.

Walk of Fame adding sports category
The Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce is accepting nominations for the Hollywood Walk of
Fame in 2022. Deadline for submission is noon on Friday, May 28.
Nominations will be considered
during the annual Walk of Fame
Committee meeting in June.
“Anyone can nominate their
favorite celebrity, including fans,”
said Ana Martinez, producer of the
Walk of Fame ceremonies. “Each
year, we receive an average of 200
nominations. The Walk of Fame
Committee will select an elite
group of personalities to become
our newest Walk of Famers and
continue to help make Hollywood
the most famous landmark in the
world.”
For the first time since 1984, the
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce
will honor individuals in a Sports
Entertainment category. The chamber recognizes the impact of sports
entertainment and will honor individuals, not teams or sports-affiliated groups, who have made significant contributions to entertainment.
The selection panel will look for
nominations for individuals who
demonstrate longevity of excellence within their sport, as well as
broad recognition from any of the
following categories: film, television, radio, live theater/performance and recording.
The criteria for receiving a Walk
of Fame Star in all categories,
including the new Sports
Entertainment category, is based on
professional achievement, longevity of five or more years in the nominee’s category and contributions to
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The Hollywood Walk of Fame is accepting applications for the 2022 class
of awardees.

the community. A letter of agreement from the nominee or the nominee’s representation must accompany the application. Honorees
selected to receive a star must confirm a ceremony date within two
years from date of selection.
“We are absolutely thrilled to
announce the addition of the Sports
Entertainment category on the historic Hollywood Walk of Fame. For
decades, this iconic landmark has
celebrated the magic of Hollywood
by honoring people who have made
their mark in motion pictures, television, radio, recording and live

theater/live performance,” said
Rana Ghadban, president and CEO
of the Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce. “The evolution of the
sports entertainment market, which
now accounts for a major segment
of the overall entertainment industry landscape, makes it a perfect fit
for recognition on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame. We feel that sports
entertainers deserve the spotlight on
the sidewalk and we’re certain that
this decision will be very well
received by their fans.”
For information and to submit a
nomination, visit walkoffame.com.

At the Time They Are Needed Most,
Donor-Advised Funds Empower
Charitable Giving
BY STEVE GAMER

In the realm of trusts-and-estates
attorney Paul Gordon Hoffman,
planned charitable giving is every bit
as personal as it is professional. A
founding member of the nationally
recognized Los Angeles law firm
Hoffman, Sabban & Watenmaker,
APC, Paul routinely advises clients
on matters related to charitable planning and how it fits into the scheme
of their larger estate plans.
Away from the office, the attorney
practices what he counsels clients.
For Paul and his wife, Sue, giving
back plays a prominent role in their
lives, and their donor-advised fund
(DAF) at the Jewish Community
Foundation of Los Angeles (The
Foundation) provides the ideal charitable vehicle for doing so.
While the Hoffmans sustain a
range of causes of shared importance
to them through the DAF they established in 2012, the charitable fund
also enables them to respond generously and nimbly in times of crisis,
including support in the aftermath of
catastrophes such as the Santa Barbara wildfires and Louisiana hurricanes. Most notably, though, it is
their giving during the current global
pandemic that has taken on personal
importance, with the couple stepping
up their giving for COVID-19-related response and relief efforts.
“What is our DAF for if not to be
used for a once-in-a-lifetime event
like the current pandemic?” Paul
commented, adding that The Foundation’s online COVID-19 Response Hub provided a source to

help them identify vetted causes and
programs worthy of support.
He continued: “Our DAF enables
us to support a wide range of causes
more efficiently and strategically,
provides us with a lot of flexibility,
and affords us access to The Foundation’s helpful guidance with our
giving when we need it, as it has
done during the pandemic.”
Why did the Hoffmans, as well as
hundreds of others, select Foundation DAFs as the best vehicle to conduct their philanthropy?

Streamline Your Giving
DAFs offer many of the advantages of a private foundation without
the costs and administrative complexities of a private foundation.
One of the smartest ways to enhance your philanthropy is by establishing a DAF—essentially a
charitable-giving account—at The
Foundation. It provides convenience
and flexibility for your donations, allowing you to give more strategically. You can fund a DAF with a
variety of assets and can recommend
grants to your favorite charities, Jewish or secular, on your own schedule.
You may select investment options
to potentially grow your fund as The
Foundation streamlines the entire
process by handling all the administrative responsibilities, freeing you
to focus on the joy of giving.
The benefits of a donor advised
fund at The Foundation include:

• With an initial contribution of
at least $5,000 in cash, you can
create your own donor-advised fund,
receive an immediate fair-marketvalue charitable tax deduction,
and have your charitable dollars in
one convenient account where you
can maintain total privacy about
your giving.
• By using appreciated assets
such as marketable stocks and
bonds, real estate, or interests in a
limited liability company to fund
your DAF, in addition to the fairmarket-value tax deduction, you will
avoid all capital gains tax on your
gift. And, through thoughtful preplanning, a DAF can even help
maximize tax benefits in the event
of the sale of a business.
• You can recommend grants of
$100 or more to a nearly limitless
range of nonprofit organizations,
Jewish or secular, locally, nationally,
or in Israel via 24/7 online access to
your fund. Plus, you can review your
fund’s balance and giving history
and add to your fund anytime with a
credit card or online check.
• If your fund’s balance is $50,000
or more, you can access several types
of investment options providing diversity and potential tax-free
growth of your fund’s assets.
• Additionally, our Center for Designed Philanthropy offers complimentary philanthropic consultations
and educational programs on giving
more strategically. For example, we
paid advertisement

can help you determine which causes
to support based upon your own passions and fields of interest.
• Finally, DAFs afford the ability to name your children as successor donor advisors, effectively
creating the closest equivalent to a
private family foundation without
the cost and administrative hassles of
establishing and maintaining one.

Multigenerational Giving
Studies indicate that children
whose parents actively discuss giving are significantly more likely to
become charitable adults themselves
than those with parents who do not.
This same research shows that charitable families volunteer more and
consider themselves happier and
closer-knit. That’s why we suggest
engaging your family early on to
communicate your charitable values
and decision-making process.
To encourage their children’s philanthropic values, many Foundation
donors have opened DAFs for their
children and grandchildren as well,
enabling them to experience firsthand the fulfilling power of giving at
an early age. Upcoming articles in
this series include instilling meaningful giving in future generations of
your family, as well as considering
charitable legacies.

DAFs & the Tax-Reform Act
The income-tax reforms in 2018
changed the standard deduction and
raised numerous questions about its
impact on charitable giving. The
need for well-planned strategies to
maximize the tax benefits of your
philanthropy is essential. DAFs offer
an ideal vehicle for maximizing the
deductibility of your donations, including approaches such as charitable-gift “bunching” or via
contributions of appreciated assets.

For the Community’s Good
The only cost associated with a
DAF at The Foundation is a modest
annual fee which covers several important administrative and portfolio
management functions. A portion of
that fee is reinvested in The Foundation’s own grantmaking to numerous
causes throughout our community—
creating, in effect, philanthropic sustainability.
To explore smart giving
strategies—and the fulfillment that
comes with it—at this time when it
matters most, as well as ways to amplify the impact of your giving, please
visit www.jewishfoundationla.org or
contact us at (323) 761-8704, or development@jewishfoundationla.org.

About the author: Steve Gamer is vice president of advancement for the Jewish
Community Foundation of Los Angeles, which manages more than $1.4 billion in
charitable assets and distributed $127 million in grants in 2020 to causes locally,
nationally and around the world.
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

Earth Day at Adrift
Burger Bar

A

vailable starting, Thursday,
April 22, burger lovers, herbivores and flexitarians can participate in earth-friendly celebrations
at Michelin-starred chef David
Myers Adrift Burger Bar. He makes
a 100% plant-based Impossible
Meat burger topped with Violife
vegan cheddar, house vegan sauce,
lettuce, pickles, tomato and onion.
It’s served atop a vegan potato roll.
1025 Abbot Kinney Blvd.,
(424)238-5753.

Hemp-based, nonalcoholic spirit Aplós

F

or a limited time, a calming seaand-earth-inspired, non-alcoholic cocktail is being offered at the
Roof at the West Hollywood

Edition. The Light and Calm drink
has 20 milligrams of broad-spectrum hemp that interacts with the
endocannabinoid system, regulating mood, appetite and sleep. With
each order, $2 will be donated
toward the ocean preservation charity Lonely Whale. The Light and
Calm is enhanced with nori seaweed for a bit of salt, and the earthy
flavors are from lime, sugar and
ginger. This special drink will be
served served through April 30.
9040 Sunset Blvd., (310)953-9899.

National Prime Rib
Day at Lawry’s

F

rom April 23-27, diners have a
choice of six various cuts of certified Angus beef, including 45-day
dry-aged prime rib. Guests can
order à la carte or as a dinner with
Lawry’s famous spinning bowl
salad, buttery mashed potatoes,
classic Yorkshire pudding and

whipped cream horseradish. This
special dry-aged prime rib is available for dine in and takeout. 100 La
Cienega Blvd., (310)652-2827.

The Tam celebrates
Prime Rib Day

O

n April 27, enjoy 45-day dryaged prime rib at the Tam
O’Shanter restaurant. Choose from
four different cuts with a choice of
two sides including creamed
spinach, creamed corn and mashed
potatoes. 2980 Los Feliz Blvd.,
(323)664-0228.

National Picnic Day
at the Pie Hole

F

riday, April 23, is National
Picnic Day, and the Pie Hole
has created a picnic for two. Bring
your picnic basket to the Pie Hole,
and they will fill it with your choice
of two pie slices, plus one side
salad, four pie holes of your choice
and two large beverages. This special is $25, and available at all locations.
Order
online
at

thepieholela.com. 6314 Hollywood
Blvd., (323)963-5174; and 714
Traction Ave., (213)537-0458.

Akasha Oscar
dinner at home

O

n April 24 and 25, Akasha
Richmond prepares cocktails,
snacks, appetizers, main dishes and
desserts inspired by Oscar-nominated movies. This Oscar weekend
menu special is only available for
takeout and delivery. Begin with a
cocktail based on five nominated
movies. Each is made with a different spirit. Appetizers and snacks
include signature potato pancakes
and cured salmon and a half-dozen
of Akasha’s famous Tandoori
chicken wings that are ready to heat
at home and include limes, mint
and tamarind chutney. Comfort dinners include crispy, gluten-free
fried half chicken with honey mustard sauce; crab cakes; three cheese
macaroni and Coleman Farms kale
braised with green garlic. By the
time Best Director is announced,
you will be enjoying one of the
strawberry-rhubarb crumbles with
almond-oat streusel or a cookie box

filled with oatmeal-chocolate chip,
tahini-chocolate chunk and dark
chocolate-cherry treats. The complete Oscar weekend menu is available for both takeout or delivery
from 1:30 to 5:30 p.m. Takeout and
delivery are available exclusively
via Tock. 9543 Culver Blvd.,
(310)845-1700.

Toast to the Oscars
at W Los Angeles

I

n honor of the 93rd annual Oscars
on Sunday, April 25, the food
and beverage team at W Los
Angeles has prepared an array of
cocktail recipes made with different
spirits. Inspired by this year’s
Academy Award for Best Picture
nominations, guests can sip Cassi’s
Revenge (“Promising Young
Woman”) made with Balvenie
Scotch, Carpano Antica Sweet
Vermouth, Heering Cherry Liqueur,
orange juice and pomegranate
juice. The Blue Draft is a nod to the
movie “Mank” and is made with
Indigo Gin, Tito’s Vodka and Lillet
Blanc. Vodka drinkers will enjoy
Family Farm, inspired by “Minari”
and made with Ketel One Vodka,

Frenched Rack of Lamb

We are now taking PRE-ORDRER
RS for ourr

A
All-Day
Brun
nch Spe
ecial

serv
ved
d Thursday
h d y,, May
M 6 through
h Tu
Tuesday May 11
1

˜ Entr
E res ˜

Serve your family only the best !
Tomahawk Steaks • Filet Mignon
Gourmet Burger Blend • Crown Roast of Pork
Whole Chickens • Whole Hams

Grilled Salmon witth Mango Salsa
Or
d Red Grapes and Cabbbage
Pork Tenderloin with Roasted

˜ Included Siide Dishes ˜

Choice of soupp du jjou
ur or Garden Salad
Grilled
g
ll d Asppparagus
Creamy
y Mash
hed
h
d Potatoes
Slice
s Fruit Pie
l off Du-parrs

Dinner for 2: $50 or $29.95 per person

Children 3-11 yrs. $17.95 includes Ice Cream Scoop - dinee-in only

Available for Take-Out,
t, Delivery or Din
ne-In

6333 W. Third St. • 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 80 Years

Follow Us!

@duparsfm
In the Original Farmers Market • 3r
3rd & Fairfax
ai
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 • frances@dupars-psrr..com
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lemon juice, simple syrup,
Cointreau and Granny Smith apple
slices. Honoring the movie “Sound
of Metal,” the Silent Beat has
Bulleit Rye, simple syrup, angostura and Free Brothers Old Fashioned
Bitters. Those who love rum will
enjoy the Revolutionary, based on
“Judas and the Black Messiah.” It’s
made with Sailor Jerry Rum, simple syrup, lemon juice, egg whites,
a capsule of activated charcoal and
blackberries. 930 Hilgard Ave.,
(310)208-8765.

Pasta Mondays at
Della Terra

S

tart the week with fresh handmade pasta and a glass of wine
for $20, excluding tax and gratuities. Starting on Monday, April 26,
Della Terra is offering an authentic
Italian dinner experience every
Monday. Selections include angel
hair pasta topped with San Marzano
tomato sauce with garlic and basil
or fresh homemade fettuccine in a
buttery Alfredo cream sauce. The
select pasta special is $12, and a
glass of wine is $8 throughout the
night. 7675 Beverly Blvd.,
(323)933-7675.

Shake Shack opens
in Santa Monica

A

new Shake Shack just opened
in the former Panera Bread
space in Santa Monica. The new
location features reclaimed wood
paneling by Pioneer Works and custom solar panels. A garden room
with skylights and a spacious outdoor patio offer bright and airy
spaces with a custom mural by Los
Angeles muralist and artist Steph
Hendrix. Guests can use the walkup window and pickup shelf as part
of the new Shack Track, a digital
pre-ordering and fulfillment experience. As part of the larger mission
to Stand for Something Good,
Shake Shack partnered with
Westside Food Bank. On opening
day, April 18, they donated a burger
for every burger sold to the nonprofit organization. This social service agency throughout Western
Los Angeles County ensures that
low-income families and their children, as well as seniors, veterans,
unhoused people and those who
have lost wages due to COVID-19,
have access to free, nutritious food.
They are open on Sunday through

Dig In!

Start Yo
Your Day
with a Short Stack!

Let’’ss us griddle them for you
u OR
tak
kee home to griddle yourseelf!
We’re Offffering Our World Fam
mous
Hotcak
kee Batttter!
32 oz. - $11.95 • 16 oz. $9.9
95
+ melted butttter & syrup

In the Original
Farmers
armers Market
Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8446
(323)933-8447

Dine in or Take Out!
Call Now to Order!

Thursday from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
and Friday and Saturday from 11
a.m. to 11 p.m. shakeshack.com.
501 Wilshire Blvd., (424)328-5141.

SelvaRey Owner’s
Reserve

F

rom American singer, songwriter, record producer, and
Grammy-Award-winner
Bruno
Mars, SelvaRey Owner’s Reserve is
a tropical getaway with every sip.
Aged between 15 and 25 years, this
rum is the pinnacle of the SelvaRey
collection.
The
aroma
of
caramelized brown sugar, sherry and
orange peel offers notes of baked
apple crumble and roasted Brazilian
nut. Mars helped design packaging
with a Panama jungle theme.
SelvaRey also makes a white rum
that is perfect for piña coladas and
mojitos, and the chocolate rum is
ideal in a coffee cocktail and drizzled over vanilla ice cream.
SelvaRey Owner’s Reserve is available for purchase at Mel & Rose in
West Hollywood, Walgreens
Hollywood at Sunset and Vine and
Sunset Marquis in Los Angeles. selvarey.com.

photo courtesy of Paris Baguette

Celebrate with a special cake on Mother’s
Day from Paris Baguette

P

aris Baguette, a premium bakery-café specializing in pastries, breads
and cakes, is releasing two limited edition cakes to celebrate Mother’s
Day. Available for pre-order on April 26, the Mom’s Very Berry Blueberry
Chiffon is filled with blueberry soft cream and berries, finished with blueberry soft cream and blueberry glaze, and the Berry Special Mom Cake is
a vanilla cake filled with soft cream and sliced strawberries. The cakes are
available for pick-up and delivery starting on May 3. Paris Baguette has
locations at 125 N. Western Ave., #101; 621 S Western Ave.; 3470 W. Sixth
Street, #4; and 3060 W. Olympic Blvd. For information, visit parisbaguette.com.
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Enjoy an opulent Mother’s Day at Waldorf Astoria BH

photo courtesy of the Musso & Frank Grill

The servers and staff at the Musso & Frank Grill are eager to welcome
guests back to the landmark Hollywood Boulevard restaurant.

Musso & Frank Grill makes
a Hollywood comeback
Hollywood loves a great comeback story, and the Musso & Frank
Grill is planning to reopen on
Thursday, May 6, after a year-long
closure due to pandemic-related
public health orders.
The landmark Hollywood
Boulevard restaurant will reopen
just in time to celebrate Mother’s
Day. For the first time in decades,
the Musso & Frank Grill will be
open to customers on Monday, May
10, at 5 p.m., the only Monday the
restaurant will be open.
The Musso & Frank Grill, which
celebrated its 100th anniversary in
September 2019, has been anxiously awaiting the day when it could
once again offer customers fine
food, cocktails and the personalized
attention of its world-famous
servers.
Mark Echeverria, COO, CFO
and a fourth-generation member of
the family of owners, said all current COVID-19 safety precautions
will be stringently upheld without
compromising any aspect of the
venue’s dining experience.
“With our reopening, we’re being
very careful to ensure that our 100plus years of tradition won’t change
at all,” Echeverria said. “For
instance, our menu will remain as
intact as possible – we want to keep
all of our original offerings.
Another tradition that will return is
our focus on handcrafted cocktails,
including our signature martinis –
stirred, not shaken. James Bond got
it wrong. While the bar will remain
closed for walk-up service, our
guests can still order their favorite
beverages and cocktails to be
enjoyed at their tables. Most importantly, our style of service, friendly
team and finest cuisine are not
changing one bit.”
The tradition of fine dining and
personal attention will also contin-

ue, with the impeccably dressed,
red-jacketed servers, bartenders and
wait staff ready to serve. Diners can
expect to be taken care of in the
same “our guests are family” manner that has always been a hallmark
of the Musso & Frank Grill experience, Echeverria added.
Measures to protect guests’ safety begin before they enter the building. An assisted parking system will
be used instead of a traditional valet
service. The restaurant’s valets will
guide customers to parking spaces
but will not drive a customer’s car
unless asked to do so. At the door, a
manager or host will greet guests.
Physical distancing must be maintained, and masks are required to be
worn at all times except when seated at dining tables. Diners will also
be asked to use hand sanitizer upon
arrival.
The restaurant will operate at
50% of the building’s normal occupancy, per county guidelines.
Groups will be limited to six people. Only single-use menus that are
printed daily will be used.
The restaurant’s air conditioning
filters have also been retrofitted to
provide hospital-grade filtration.
Bathrooms will be deep cleaned
and sanitized every 30 minutes. The
restaurant’s employees will be
checked for COVID-19 symptoms
and undergo body temperature
checks prior to arriving.
“We are very excited to once
again invite everyone back to the
familiar atmosphere of Musso &
Frank. Without sacrificing the
essence of Musso’s, General
Manager Andrea Scuto has created
an incredibly safe environment for
everyone to enjoy,” Echeverria
added. “We will forever continue to
take our guests back in time to the
early days of Hollywood. We have
always taken pride in maintaining

New lunch menu at
Market Tavern

Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills is
offering many ways to impress on
Mother’s Day, including decadent
dining in-person and to-go, and a
specialty spa retreat offered
throughout May.
On Saturday, May 8, and
Sunday, May 9, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., treat mom to an upscale
brunch experience at JeanGeorges Beverly Hills with a
multi-course, family-style menu
highlighted by luxury dishes. A
welcome mimosa will greet guests
upon arrival, and each mother will
receive a gift. Brunch is $180 per
person, $90 per child.
The Rooftop by JG will offer a
three-course family-style brunch
on Sunday, May 9, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m., with signature favorites
from award-winning chef Jean
Georges Vongerichten and a special take-home offering for every
mother. Stop by the Mommy and
Me Selfie Station to capture a special moment. Brunch is $160 per
adult, $80 per child.
Reservations for The Rooftop
by JG and Jean-Georges Beverly
Hills are available via OpenTable
or by calling (310)860-6566.
Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills is
also offering the Take and Make
Together Kit to go for those who
prefer to celebrate at home. The
kit serves four people and includes
Vongerichten’s pancake mix and
recipe, organic maple syrup,
organic seasonal berries, housemade granola, organic yogurt, a
selection of pastries, ready-to-

Our menu will remain
as intact as possible –
we want to keep
all of our original
offerings.
Another tradition ...
is our focus on
handcrafted cocktails,
including our
signature martinis –
stirred, not shaken.
James Bond
got it wrong.
Mark Echeverria,
COO, CFO
Musso & Frank Grill

the integrity of the past while
embracing what comes next, and as
our community emerges from the
pandemic, Musso’s is here to bring
a slice of Hollywood history into
the future. On May 6, we welcome
you back to old Hollywood.”
The Musso & Frank Grill is
located at 6667 Hollywood Blvd.
Visit mussoandfrank.com.

The lads at Market Tavern not only introduced
a new weekend brunch menu this month, they
have now rolled out a new lunch menu.
Interesting bowls of spicy tuna, rice, avocado
and seaweed or teriyaki salmon quinoa, pickles
and sesame are just two of the offerings under
“Bowls & Bowls & Bowls.” The “Sticky
Fingers” category offers sandwiches, a burger
and tacos. Salads and dishes from the wood oven
– like pizzas and queso fundido – as well as coffee, teas and pastries offer items sure to please all
palates. To whet anyone’s whistle, Market
Tavern offers a full bar, wine and 24 beers on
photo courtesy of Market Tavern/Gary Twinn
tap, sure to keep locals and British ex-pats
returning to the “English pub with flair.” 6333 Gary Twinn, left, and Brendan Collins invite locals to come experience Market Tavern with their new lunch and brunch menus.
W. Third St. at the Original Farmers Market.

photo courtesy of Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills

The Rooftop by JG is one of the options serving Mother’s Day Brunch
at the Waldorf Astoria in Beverly Hills. The family-style menu will be
served from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

bake Nueske’s bacon, handpressed orange juice, a bottle of
Billecart-Salmon champagne,
half-pound of freshly ground La
Colmbe coffee, six chocolate covered strawberries and a dozen red
roses. Orders must be placed
before noon on May 5 by visiting
tock.com/jeangeorgesbeverlyhills.
All orders will be available for
pick-up at Waldorf Cafe, located
near the hotel entrance, from 11
a.m. to 8 p.m. on May 8.
Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills is
also offering a Mother’s Day

Retreat in May. Escape to a perfectly prepared deluxe corner
junior suite and enjoy a private spa
tub experience at the rooftop pool
with a bottle of wine and cheese
plate. The offer also includes pajamas, breakfast and a two-hour
ultimate indulgent package at La
Prairie Spa with a body exfoliation and wrap, and a caviar massage. The package is available
through May 31 and starts at
$1,950.
For information, visit waldorfastoriabeverlyhills.com.
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A few of my favorite things with my twins

Parenthood is a peculiar combo
move: press A to defend against
baby-jumping barrage, press B to
activate midday snuggles. The
kids’ screen time, however, feels
more lopsided – in a bad way.
Pixar and some Netflix children’s
programming proves watchable,
but my younglings prefer a sea of
options I won’t miss once their
tastes change.
But, over the weekend, Cameron
inquired about something he
hadn’t watched before: “Ponyo,”
an actually endearing children’s
film I reviewed when it premiered
in the U.S. in 2009. Cam and
Logan’s eyes lit up as a sea of colors washed over the screen.
An ocean-dwelling wizard
attempts to maintain balance
between land and water while his
most magically inclined daughter
escapes to the surface and
befriends a young boy. The innocence of their love and the goodhearted characters in every scene
blend brilliantly. It’s watchable for
ravenous twins nearing 4 and their
parents around midlife.
The twins enjoy a lot of weird
programming, from a batty chick-

en show on Netflix to some
singing cars on Amazon Prime so
antically bankrupt I finally
blocked it. But Cam’s willingness
to try something new – a rare feat
– led to a splendid experience, one
we have now repeated, sometimes
twice a day. That’s just fine with
me because “Ponyo” is a stepping
stone.
Like Steve Rogers in “Captain
America: The Winter Soldier,” I
have a list – my favorite things
hopefully the kiddos will someday
love or at least experience to better
understand their slowly (and gorgeously, I believe) graying father.
“Ponyo” isn’t actually on it, but
this is the kind of gateway exposure I can work with.
Broader American audiences
know little about “Ponyo,” the
12th top-grossing film in Japan. Its
director Hayao Miyazaki actually
helmed three top-10 films there

too: “Spirited Away,” “Howl’s
Moving Castle” and “Princess
Mononoke,” easily on my top 20
of all time.
Miyazaki is one of the most
noted animators in history, so the
prospect that my little ones might
be willing to try something new –
something I adore – makes me
elated for the future. Don’t mistake
what I’ve said to this point. They
enthrall me every day with sassy
new lingo and random shenanigans. But the bad TV stuff is taxing.
“Ponyo” represents what comes
next, and I can’t wait to enjoy life
next to my family. As a film critic
and media academic, such things
are quite personal. So this film
might coax them to check out “My
Neighbor Totoro,” which features
Miyazaki’s most charming fantastic beast.
And as they grow, perhaps
they’ll want to delve into the ol’
comics collection. After all, “If
You Give a Mouse a Cookie,”
“Where the Wild Things Are” and
their current favorite, John Cena’s
“Elbow Grease” – depicting the littlest monster truck with a whole

County, KCET team up to amplify youth voices

The Los Angeles County Arts
Education Collective, coordinated
by the Department of Arts and
Culture, and KCET have joined
forces to create a new documentary
that explores the value of arts education for the youth, communities and
creative economy of L.A. County.
“KCET Artbound: Arts Education”
features stories from the young
poets of L.A.-based organization
Get Lit, students, policymakers,
educators and artists, including
Catherine Opie, Vijay Gupta, Hector
Tobar, Debbie Allen and Chloe
photo courtesy of KCET
Arnold.
“KCET Artbound: Arts Education” features stories from young poets.
KCET and Department of Arts
and Culture will partner with the
Los Angeles County Museum of Art do for our collective future,” said foster youth and workforce developfor a virtual premiere on Tuesday, Kristin Sakoda, director of the L.A. ment systems.”
“The local stories that the
April 27 at 7 p.m. In addition to a County Department of Arts and
screening, the event will feature a Culture. “This documentary is a Department of Arts and Culture and
panel discussion with youth from calling card for the teaching artists, KCET shine a light on only reiterate
the episode and other young arts educators, advocates, parents, fun- what research has long told us – that
education advocates. Registration is ders, schools and arts organizations the arts provide young people with a
required at lacma.org/event/film- that make up the Arts Ed Collective pathway to discovery, self-expresand our ongoing work to increase sion, achievement and connection to
screening-artbound-arts-education.
“Putting arts and arts education at awareness of the value of arts educa- community. The arts also pave the
the center of a child’s education is tion for young people throughout way for success in our young peovital, not only to the development of L.A. County. It also amplifies the ple’s continued education and
the child, but to the economic goals of the new Arts for All careers,” said Los Angeles County
growth and health of our state,” PBS Children, Youth, and Families: Los Board of Supervisors Chair Hilda L.
SoCal and KCET Chief Creative Angeles County’s New Regional Solis, 1st District. “We see in this
Officer Juan Devis said. “We need Blueprint for Arts Education adopt- documentary that arts education nurto bring attention to the critical value ed by the Board of Supervisors in tures future generations of artists
of arts education, spearhead the fall 2020. As we look to build a sus- and cultural workers, as we would
resurgence and expansion of arts tainable recovery for the region and expect. What is remarkable is that
instruction as well as celebrate the the next decade of arts education, the arts education is also recognized by
practices and the people that make it Department of Arts and Culture is our scientists, entrepreneurs, and
hyper-focused on expanding cultur- leaders as a crucial part of their
happen.”
“Listening to – and investing in – al and racial equity in arts learning development.”
For information, visit arts.lacounthe creative voice of our youth is one both in and outside of school, in
of the most important things we can communities and in juvenile justice, ty.gov.

Fairfax, Gala students awarded Epstein scholarships
The Los Angeles Chapter of the
Society for the Advancement of
Materials and Process Engineering
has announced the recipients of the
2021 Irene Epstein Memorial
Scholarship Awards.
Since 1996, the awards have been
given annually to students at Fairfax
High School who plan to pursue
careers in the science, medical,
engineering and computer science
fields. This year, the scholarships
were opened to students at the Girls
Academic Leadership Academy,
located on the campus of Los

Angeles High School. The amount
of the awards is confidential.
The recipients from Fairfax High
School were Grace Kim, Grace Lee,
Ashley Chang, Humairah Djafar.
GALA students Raquel Bravo, Tora
Hoar Vea and Angela Cui also
received scholarships. Additionally,
funds to cover the cost of books during the first year of college were
awarded to GALA students Kaia
Thompson, Zooey Gastelo, Sophia
Lemus and Kahlila Williams.
The awards were created in honor
of Irene Epstein, wife of longtime

Fairfax District George Epstein,
who worked on advanced aerospace
systems during the early decades of
space exploration. The scholarships
recognize the Epsteins’ belief that
children desiring to go to college
should not be deterred by financial
limitations.
The board of directors of SAMPE
L.A., led by Dr. Howard Katzman,
senior scientist at the Aerospace
Corporation, oversees the annual
scholarship award program.
For
information,
visit
lasampe.org.

photo courtesy of Studio Ghibli

“Ponyo,” a film by Japanese director Hayao Miyazaki, is perfect for parents looking to expand enriching viewing options for children.

lotta “gumption” – are all cousins
to the print medium dominated by
Marvel and DC.
Eventually, attempts at “Star
Wars,” superhero and other genre
media will work.
Hopefully this doesn’t sound
like I wish to control what they
like. I’m merely giddy at the
thought of sharing things that
mean so much to me, helped me
expand my palate and develop my
critical abilities. I merely wish that
for them as well.
They’re already so inventive,
employing hilarious strategies to
spirit a cookie or two away unnoticed. Logan rocks those puzzles.
And Cam has the most elaborate
conversations about his buddy the
“house ghost” (don’t worry, he’s a
nice ghost) who will dress like a
pirate for Halloween.
What “Ponyo” inspires in me is
a path to foster their creativity. Of

course, the challenge becomes
ensuring I draw upon my own
interests without upstaging theirs.
Hopefully a nudge toward a film
or TV series once in a while
doesn’t cause that. I’ve got some
time to compose a marketing strategy with an audience of two.
Maybe my list will finally include
a check mark.
At an appropriate age, the boys
will even be ready for a major one
on the list: “Princess Mononoke,”
one of Miyazaki’s PG-13 films.
From brilliant 2D animation to an
understanding of characters that
transcends binary good and evil,
it’s a special experience that challenges violent resolution and environmental abuse. Until the boys
are ready for something more
adult, at least “Ponyo” piqued my
wife’s interest in Miyazaki’s work,
which is another joyous win for a
lifelong film lover and mega nerd.
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BHUSD increases in-person Chorale festival ends with performance
instruction for all students

The Beverly Hills Unified School District announced that middle
school and high school students will resume five-day instruction on
Monday, April 26, after elementary students returned to five-day instruction on Wednesday, April 21.
The district’s board made the decision after changes by the Los
Angeles County Department of Public Health, which allowed the district
to increase the number of students in a cohort/stable group and expand
in-person instruction.
The schedule for Beverly Hills High School and Beverly Vista Middle
School will be released by each school.
For information, visit bhusd.org.

LAUSD mulls headquarters sale

The Los Angeles Unified
Schools District is considering selling its downtown headquarters and
other real estate holdings to further
streamline operations and provide
more resources to schools.
The announcement by LAUSD
Superintendent Austin Beutner on
April 19 builds on work over the
last two years to establish local
teams to focus on each of the individual communities served by the
school district. Local teams help
connect schools, teachers and staff
with the students and families they
serve. Educators can plan together,
families have an easier time getting
issues resolved and have more
access to services, community partners are better connected to neighborhood schools and the unique
needs of each student can be better
addressed in the local approach,
Beutner said.
The next step in the process of
decentralization is to evaluate real
estate currently used by LAUSD
for administrative purposes. The
school district’s headquarters building on Beaudry Avenue in downtown Los Angeles has approximately 900,000 square feet of space and
housed approximately 3,500 people
before the pandemic. Like many

large employers, LAUSD is balancing remote and in-person work.
The district also owns 18 acres of
land on San Pedro Street in downtown Los Angeles that is currently
used for parking and service for a
portion of the school bus fleet. It
may be possible for the fleet operations to be moved to less expensive
sites, the superintendent said.
“Through a combination of
remote work and relocation to an
office closer to where they live and
work, employees may benefit from
shorter commutes as well as quicker access and closer connection to
schools they support,” Beutner
added. “The redevelopment of
these administrative sites might
realize substantial sums of money
which could be better used to provide direct services to students in
schools. We’ve been working for
more than two years to put schools
and their students back at the center
of all we do and this is another step
in that process. This realignment
may also make it easier for some
employees to work closer to home
and to the schools they support. A
win-win for students and employees, less commuting and more support for schools.”
For information, visit lausd.net.

Go on a dance journey through Oz

Louise Reichlin and
Dancers, a performing
company of Los Angeles
Choreographers
and
Dancers, will be streaming the free performance
of “The Patchwork Girl of
Oz” in coordination with
one of our school residencies, within the Los
Angeles Unified School
District.
With colorful costumes,
multimedia set and spectacular dance, viewers
will be taken on a dazzling interactive journey
into the Land of Oz – one
that ignites imaginations
of young and old alike. In
this story adapted from L.
Frank Baum, the show
follow characters from the
“The Wonderful Wizard
photo courtesy of L.A. Choreographers and Dancers
of Oz” and introduce new
ones – like the exuberant The free performance will be available online
title
character
the from April 28 through May 12.
Patchwork Girl.
Although live audiences are still not allowed, the per- available online from April 28
formance will be shown free at through May 12.
For information, visit lachoreogvimeo.com/showcase/thepatchworkgirlofoz. The performance is raphersanddancers.org.

My friend.. this is your time
Go for it ... just do it!
you are covered! estherleon.com

Celebrating its 32nd year, the
Los Angeles Master Chorale’s
annual High School Choir Festival
will culminate in a virtual Festival
Day video that will premiere on
Friday, April 23, at 10 a.m.
Featuring hundreds of high
school students from 26 schools,
the video will feature three virtual
choir performances: “Happy” by
Pharrell Williams, “Resilience” by
Abbie Betinis, and “Es Tu
Tiempo” by Francisco Núñez, each
led by Grant Gershon, the Kiki and
David Gindler Artistic Director of
the LAMC. The Festival Day video
will also feature pre-recorded and
highlights from past festivals.
The High School Choir Festival,
one of the longest running arts education programs in Southern
California, aims to deepen students’ understanding of the choral
art form. Festival Day is traditionally held at Walt Disney Concert
Hall. Due to COVID-19, the High
School Choir Festival was recon-

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Master Chorale

figured into online webinars, master classes and interactive Zoom
sessions for engagement and
remote learning.
“There is great power and joy in
the communal act of singing, even
in a virtual world,” Gershon said.
“Adapting the High School Choir
Festival for remote learning has
provided a much needed sense of

belonging for high school students
throughout the Los Angeles region
while providing access to continued education in the arts, which has
been proven to have a transformative impact, including contributing
to one’s overall well-being.”
The view the festival, visit
lamasterchorale.org/high-schoolchoir-festival.

LAUSD votes to expand access to outdoor learning

The Los Angeles Unified School
District Board of Education voted
to unanimously approve a resolution from board member Nick
Melvoin, 4th District, to expand
access to outdoor learning opportunities for district students. The resolution calls for more funding and
resources to expand existing outdoor education programs as well as
explore new and innovative opportunities, especially in the wake of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“The benefits of outdoor education have always existed, but after
a year of screen time and stay at
home orders, there is no better
moment for us to invest in bringing
the classroom outside for our
kids,” Melvoin said. “We can support the academic, social-emotional, and physical well-being of our
students while minimizing the
risks of the virus and enjoying Los
Angeles’s sunny weather. To me,

it’s a no-brainer.”
L.A. Unified currently runs two
outdoor education programs:
Camp Skyhook at Clear Creek in
the Angeles National Forest, which
offers an immersive experience to
foster kids’ love of nature, and
Point Fermin in San Pedro, where
kids can explore the underwater
world of oceanography. But without the proper funding and
resources, these programs can only
serve a small fraction of our student population.
“With so many communities
lacking adequate access to outdoor
green space, it’s exciting to be able
to open new outdoor opportunities
for our students,” board President
Kelly Gonez, a co-sponsor, said.
“I’m also glad we will be looking
at how to expand our offerings in
an equitable way to ensure our high
needs communities have access.”
“As our students slowly return to

campus, we are committed to providing the safest learning opportunities for everyone,” board member Scott M. Schmerelson, a cosponsor, said. “We also know that
in order for our students to have an
enriching experience they need
hands-on outdoor experiences during their school day. I support our
ongoing advocacy efforts to
expand more outdoor learning
opportunities district-wide because
it is a critical component to a creative and innovative curriculum
that will enrich and improve the
wellbeing of our young learners.”
“We want all of our students to
experience outdoor learning,”
board member Jackie Goldberg, a
co-sponsor, said. “Connecting with
gardens and nature gives them a
real-life appreciation and curiosity,
and hopefully will inspire some to
become scientists.”
For information, visit lausd.net.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
April 11 and April 17. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department
April 11
At 3:14 a.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs in
the 200 block of S. Robertson.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of
Robertson at 5:52 a.m.

stole a vehicle parked in the 9300
block of Burton.

April 14
At 12:52 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 400
block of N. Crescent.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 200 block of S.
Maple at 8 a.m.

April 15

At 6:39 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8900
block of Wilshire.

At 9:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8800 block of Olympic.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of N.
Crescent at 7 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8800 block of
Olympic at 3 p.m.

At 7:49 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Wilshire and Rodeo.

At 3:42 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of N. Rodeo.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 9600 block of
Wilshire at 4:59 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8500 block of
Clifton at 4 p.m.

At 8:58 p.m., a suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs in
the 9500 block of Wilshire.

April 16

April 12
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
100 block of N. Palm.

April 13
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 9400 block of
Olympic at 1:10 p.m.
At 1:38 p.m., a commercial theft
was reported in the 300 block of N.
Canon.

April 17
At 5:34 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft from a

vehicle parked in the 9700 block of
Wilshire.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
April 11
A robbery was reported in the 8800
block of Santa Monica at 1 a.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8500
block of Santa Monica.

April 15
At 1:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8200
block of Santa Monica.
A suspect assaulted a victim during
a domestic violence incident in the
1100 block of Larrabee at 8:50 p.m.
At 9:40 p.m., an arson fire was
reported in the 7600 block of
Fountain.

April 16

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of N. La
Cienega at 9:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8500 block of
Melrose at 3:41 p.m.

April 12

At 6:14 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 7200
block of Fountain.

At 1:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8800
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8700 block of Santa
Monica at 2:40 p.m.
At 4 p.m., a suspect assaulted a
victim during a domestic violence
incident in the 800 block of Palm.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7700 block of
Santa Monica at 9 p.m.

April 13
At 6:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of N. La Cienega.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 900 block of
Hancock at 7 p.m.

April 14
At 3:17 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 1100 block of
N. Ogden.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 7100 block of
Santa Monica at 11:36 a.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a bicycle in the 8600 block of
Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8200 block of Santa
Monica at 10:11 p.m.

April 17
At 6:57 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.

Los Angeles Police
Department

pect committed a petty theft near
the corner of Fairfax and
Oakwood.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8500 block of
Beverly at noon.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of S. Clark.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
S. Wilton at 6 p.m.
At 9:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1700 block
of N. Highland.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
S. Wooster at 11 p.m.

April 12
At 1:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Wilton and Fifth.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6700 block of Santa
Monica at 4 a.m.
At noon, an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7200
block of Willoughby.

April 11

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1300 block of Vine at
12:50 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1000 block of N.
Wilton at 3:35 a.m.

At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6400 block of Sunset.

At 7:28 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8300
block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of Third
and Fairfax at 4 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7200 block of
Sunset at 8:35 a.m.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
700 block of N. Orange.

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6600
block of De Longpre.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1400 block of N.
Highland at 5:16 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Hollywood and Orange at 10 a.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Hollywood and
Camino Palmero.

At 11:30 a.m., an unknown sus-

Continued next page

D.A. stresses new partnerships WeHo calls attention to sexual assault prevention
to help reduce violence citywide
Los Angeles County District
Attorney
George
Gascón
announced a reorganization on
April 20 that created the
Community Violence Reduction
Division, which aims to decrease
violence by collaborating with law
enforcement agencies, public
health and community leaders to
improve public safety. The division
was previously called the Hardcore
Gang Division.
The office’s new Community
Violence Reduction Division will
be comprised of experienced prosecutors who will collaborate with the
Los Angeles Police Department.
“By embedding our prosecutors
in the communities that we serve,
we will be able to get better results
reducing and preventing crime by
working with all of our community,
county and law enforcement partners,” Gascón said. “This community-first model will eventually be
used throughout Los Angeles
County to ensure our approach is
reflective of the particular needs of
individual communities.”
The prosecutors will be assigned
to the LAPD’s 77th, Foothill and
Newton divisions to investigate and
prosecute the most troubling incidents of street violence. The division also will seek to proactively
prevent crime by working with

community-based organizations
and with county partners with
expertise in victim services, public
health and violence prevention.
“The goal of these efforts is to
treat community violence through a
collaborative
public
health
approach,” Gascón added. “We
hope to end the cycle of generational violence and prevent victims
from being repeatedly traumatized.”
The district attorney also shifted
resources to establish a Community
Violence Prosecution Coordinator
Program that will serve each of the
county’s branch courts and central
trial offices. Prosecutors assigned
to the program will evaluate, file
and try violent crimes not handled
by the CVR Division. They will
also mentor and train district attorneys in prosecuting those types of
cases.
“I want to thank two of our
office’s directors, Larry Droeger
and Maria Ramirez, for their hard
work and diligence in coming up
with this approach,” Gascón said.
“Our goal is to significantly reduce
the rising violence in our communities and to provide timely and
much-needed resources to crime
victims. Together, we can make
lasting changes that will dramatically improve our lives.”

The city of West Hollywood
encourages members of the public
to wear jeans on Denim Day on
Wednesday, April 28, to raise
awareness about rape and sexual
assault.
West Hollywood joins communities around the world every April
to recognize National Sexual
Assault Awareness and Prevention
Month. Denim Day was founded
by the nonprofit Peace Over
Violence after a 1999 court ruling
in Italy in which a rape conviction
was overturned based on the argument that, because the victim had
been wearing tight jeans at the
time of the assault, she must have
been expressing consent.
The city’s Denim Day recognition is organized by the West
Hollywood
Public
Safety
Department as a way to unite
against sexual assault, break the
silence about sexual violence and
support survivors. Staff members
and West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station deputies will participate by
wearing denim on Denim Day.
Additionally, in recognition of
National
Sexual
Assault
Awareness and Prevention Month,
West Hollywood City Hall and the
lanterns above Santa Monica
Boulevard between Robertson
Boulevard and Hancock Avenue
will be lit in the color teal through

photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

Lanterns above Santa Monica Boulevard in West Hollywood will be lit
in teal in recognition of National Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month.

April 30. The city will also participate in the worldwide social
media effort marking events taking place across the globe as it
continues to promote its ongoing
sexual assault awareness campaign, Only Yes Means Yes. The
program encourages people in the
community to be more aware of
sexual assault and promotes a
message of consent. Amplify the
Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month message by
using the hashtags #DenimDay,
#OnlyYes and #Consent on social
media.

The city also offers information
about resources for victims of
domestic violence by visiting
weho.org/publicsafety. For the Los
Angeles County Rape and
Battering Hotline, call (213)6263393 or (310)392-8381. The Los
Angeles LGBT Center offers
domestic violence and partner
abuse counseling by calling
(323)993-7649. Jewish Family
Service’s Family Violence Program
can be reached by calling
(310)858-9344. For the National
Sexual Assault Telephone Hotline,
call (800)656-4673, visit rainn.org.
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An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1200 block of N.
Mansfield at 6 p.m.

corner of Third and La Brea.

April 15

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 500 block of N.
Wilcox at 5:30 p.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1200
block of N. Mansfield.

At 3:04 a.m., an arson fire was
reported in the 6600 block of
Padre Terrace.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
60 block of N. Fairfax.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of
Keniston at 8 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7000 block of Franklin
at 6:50 a.m.

At 8:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Hollywood and Gower.

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1200
block of N. Mansfield.

April 13

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Fairfax and Melrose at 2 p.m.

At 1:05 a.m., an attempted robbery
was reported in the 1200 block of
N. Orange.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of
Hollywood and Highland at 7 a.m.
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
5600 block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Sunset and Fuller at 12:30 p.m.
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6600
block of Maryland.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5500 block of
Wilshire at 1 p.m.
At 1:49 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1100
block of Carmona.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7000 block of
Hollywood at 6:18 p.m.
At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of N. Orange.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6100 block of
Selma at 8 p.m.
At 8:02 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 600
block of S. La Brea.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft near the corner of
Hollywood and Gower at 9 p.m.

April 14
At 12:35 a.m., an assault was
reported near the corner of
Franklin and Whitley.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of
Cahuenga and Hollywood at 6:45
a.m.
At 10:05 a.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 600
block of S. Wilton.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 4700 block of Pico at
12:45 p.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1500
block of Gordon.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 400 block of S.
Fuller at 2:45 p.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8500
block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6200 block of Hollywood
at 4 p.m.
At 4:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft near the
corner of Beverly and La Brea.
An attempted burglary was reported in the 1600 block of N. La Brea
at 10:30 p.m.
At 11:45 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim near the

At 2:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 700
block of Vine.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6500 block of
Hollywood at 4 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 500
block of Maplewood at 6 p.m.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
S. Shenandoah at 6 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 700
block of N. Highland.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of Saint
Andrews and Fountain at 7:30
p.m.
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1500
block of N. Gower.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 7400 block of
Rosewood at 7 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner La
Mirada and Cahuenga at 4:30 a.m.
At 5:10 a.m., an arson fire was
reported in the 6400 block of
Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6100 block of
Hollywood at 10 a.m.
At 10:45 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
700 block of N. Hayworth.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 5600 block of Sunset at
11:30 a.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6000
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7000 block of Hollywood
at 3:25 p.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6400 block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near Western and First
at 4 p.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 5600
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8500 block of
Beverly at 4:15 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
100 block of S. Citrus.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1000 block of N.
Wilton at 7 a.m.

April 17
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6600 block of

A theft was reported in the 5600
block of Sunset at 5 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6300 block of
Hollywood at 5:50 p.m.
At 6:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Franklin and Grace.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Sunset and Vine at 8:30 p.m.
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
500 block of S. Ogden.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a
Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

Citywide, West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

Zone text amendment to codify Zoning Interpretation 200001 modifying driveway width standards, citywide, West
Hollywood, California.

PERMIT(S):

Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Monday, May 3, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.
Given the local, state and nation state of emergency,
this meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed instructions for participation included on the
posted agenda).

ZONES:

Citywide

At 3:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of N. Bronson.

At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 700 block of
N. Mansfield.

At 6:25 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1500 block of N. Curson.

At 4:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7500
block of Melrose.

April 16

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1800 block of
N. La Brea at 3:50 a.m.

Padre Terrace at 3 a.m.

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:
Categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Regulations pursuant to Section §15061
(Review for Exemption)
DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND STATE OF EMERGENCY, CITY
HALL IS CURRENTLY CLOSED. The staff report will be available on
Wednesday April 28, 2021 on-line at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood City
Council, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to,
the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for
the hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing
to express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER
INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Rachel Dimond, Senior Planner in
the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via
email at: rdimond@weho.org
Melissa Crowder, Acting City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-8486826.
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

INCOME TAX

UPHOLSTERY

ALL YEAR
INCOME TAX

ALAKAZAM

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW CLIENTS

WEST HOLLYWOOD

5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

Joel Rothman

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

Family Owned & Operated

323.240.5112
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Since 1961

Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970
Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

WEBSITE DESIGN

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER
• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

Spices • Blooms
Baskets
Mother’s Day Flowers
& Gift Baskets
Signature Spice
Coastal Mediterranean
Blend
Fiesta Blend
Steak & Burger Blend
The Italian One
Sunday Supper
emilyjilgco.com
a lifestyle brand

1. Conk
4. Country-club game
8. Refines, as ore
14. She married Mickey, Artie and Frank
15. Mickey Mouse adversary __ Eagle
16. Strait of Dover port
17. Over, for Keats
18. Kind of child
19. Turkish mountain
20. Smart one
23. “Let’s call it ___”
24. Mangrove palm
25. Former Czech kingdom
29. Organized
34. Best Latin/Alternative Album
Grammy-winners
36. U.S space agency
37. University think tanks, perhaps
44. Sales pitch
45. Stimulating plant
46. Extremist
50. Dampens sound
55. Aztec comparable
57. Long in the chin
58. They use their minds creatively
63. Steak cuts
65. Squirrel nest
66. ___ Schwarz
67. Noble standards
68. Like some profs.
69. Prefix with sphere

70. Sofa
71. Demolish
72. Room with an easy chair
Down
1. Its fruit is monkey bread
2. Wear oneself out
3. Outcast
4. Earth sci.
5. Hotel chain
6. Oscar winner Kedrova
7. Actor Errol
8. Shrimp dish
9. Robin Hood's girl
10. Zest
11. Piecrust ingredient
12. Hispanic aunt
13. Concorde or Tupolev?
21. Burning substance
22. “Shop ___ you drop”
26. Madame, for short
27. “I think, therefore __ __” Descartes
28. Cuckoo
30. Abbr. in a business letter
31. Mavericks’ city, on scoreboards
32. Purpose
33. Father figures
35. N.C. State is in it
37. TV ET
38. Intel group
39. Mass. cape
40. Narc’s org.

41. Net alternative
42. Post-E.R. place
43. Battle of Britain grp.
47. Jot and ___
48. Existing
49. Half of D
51. Winter viral disease
52. Flipped (through)
53. Intertwine
54. “Already?”
56. Cabinet wood, perhaps

58. “Okay if __ myself out?”
59. Straight, at the bar
60. Wit Bombeck
61. So-so grades
62. Lebanon port
63. Hi and sci
64. Suffix with chlor-

answers on page 27
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CTG’s season to feature award-winners

photo courtesy of the Japan Foundation

Artist Rika Noguchi’s “Lucent Sea” is included in the exhibit presented by
the Japan Foundation.

Exhibit features artistic
illustrations of distance
The Japan Foundation presents
the online exhibition “11 Stories on
Distanced
Relationships:
Contemporary Art from Japan” running through May 5. The goal is to
promote new artistic exchanges
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The theme of the exhibition is
“translating distance.” The pandemic brought restrictions that
forced people to be more conscious
of distance. The exhibit’s organiz-

ers said it ushered a major turning
point in the way people communicate. The exhibition presents works
that have been created around different types of distances, including
distances between people, between
land and people, between historical
points in time and the present, and
physical places and virtual spaces.
For information and to view the
artworks,
visit
11stories.jpf.go.jp/en.

L.A. celebrates virtual Earth Day

In celebration of Earth Day
2021, the Los Angeles Board of
Public Works is sponsoring a series
of virtual webinars, activities, celebrations and fundraisers to inform
residents about work the Los
Angeles Department of Public
Works is pursuing to achieve the
goals of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s
Green New Deal and to protect the
environment.
In lieu of the annual signature
event, Earth Day LA, staff from
every division at L.A. Sanitation
and Environment and the Board of
Public Works made short videos
explaining their projects and programs, as they would have at the
in-person event. The videos can be
viewed through Friday, April 23,
and will inform and educate about
the environment, recycling, water
quality and composting. The
videos will be available in daily
installments
on
LASAN’s

Facebook and Twitter in a special
Earth Day 2021 playlist.
Other Earth Month activities
include an online forum on
“Sidewalks, Trees and the Public
Right of Way,” with Malarich and
Deputy City Engineer Julie Sauter,
on Thursday, April 22, at 10:30
a.m.
To
register,
visit
bit.ly/3dLJ0cJ.
On April 22 at 1 p.m.,
TreePeople presents “T.R.E.E.
Talks: Combating Urban Heat,”
with Segura speaking about the
intersection of environmental justice and urban heat islands. To register, visit treepeople.org/treetalks.
Also during April, Donate to
CityPlants, an initiative to plant
trees throughout Los Angeles, and
enter for a chance to win free coffee for a year from Don Francisco’s
Coffee.
For
information,
visit
tinyurl.com/coffeetrees.

Programs help ‘discover’ library
The Los Angeles County Library
system has launched its 2021
Spring and Summer Discovery
Program.
The library system’s annual celebration of reading, learning and
curiosity is for people of all ages
and continues through Aug. 8.
Customers interested in participating can sign up individually or as a
family
by
visiting
lacountylibrary.org/spring-summerdiscovery, or receive a paper version of the monthly challenge and
activities at their local library using
sidewalk service.
The Spring and Summer
Discovery Program helps customers explore library resources. It
also aims to help students during
the summer months to continue
reading and learning, helping to

ensure educational success in the
next school year.
Program challenges are available
for all ages, with activities for
adults, teens, children, babies and
toddlers. To complete each month’s
challenge, participants must read at
least one book and complete three
activities, or read four books. Those
who complete the challenge each
month will be entered into a monthly prize drawing, and every monthly challenge completed earns an
extra entry into an end-of-summer
grand prize drawing.
The library system also plans to
hold other fun virtual programs as
part of the Spring and Summer
Discovery Program.
For information, visit lacountylibrary.org/spring-summer-discovery.

Artistic Director Michael Ritchie
announced Center Theatre Group’s
54th season at the Ahmanson
Theatre will begin Nov. 30, three
months later than it was most
recently scheduled and 20 months
after the theater closed in March
2020.
The season opens with director
Matthew Warchus’ acclaimed “A
Christmas Carol.” The season
includes the previously announced
productions of “The Lehman
Trilogy,”
“The
Prom,”
“Hadestown” and “Dear Evan
Hansen” plus “Come From Away.”
In addition, the season will include
the hit West End musical,
“Everybody’s Talking About
Jamie.” The Tony Award-winning
Best Revival “Rogers and
Hammerstein’s Oklahoma!” which
photo courtesy of Center Theatre Group
was previously set to open the sea- “Come From Away” is among the musicals that were announced as part
son in August 2020 will now close of Center Theatre Group’s 54th season, which starts on Nov. 30.
the season in 2022. The previously
announced production of “1776”
will be postponed until a future sea- stages. We already announced productions on our digital stage and
‘Slave Play’ at the Mark Taper rebuild our organization in preparason.
“It feels like ages ago that the- Forum and ‘Tambo and Bones’ at tion for the return of live theater.
“Of course, as excited as we all
aters across the world went dark the Douglas and are currently workand, in many ways, it has been,” ing to assemble the full season at are to end this unprecedented interCenter Theatre Group Artistic both of those venues,” Ritchie mission, we know we have to proDirector Michael Ritchie said. “But, added. “I look forward to announc- ceed cautiously with the safety of
with vaccination rates going up, ing those seasons in the coming our artists and audiences as our
infection rates falling and all of us months and, in light of rapidly highest priority. Working with the
cautiously returning to museums, developing good news from state state, the county and the Music
movie theaters, restaurants and even officials, we are continuing to Center, we have already made
stadiums, we can finally see the search for nontraditional produc- remarkable progress and I have no
moment when the curtain will rise tions and other opportunities to doubt that we will be ready when
return to the stage more quickly the curtain rises again,” Ritchie
again at the Ahmanson.
“For the first time in a very long than our subscription seasons would said.
For additional information and
while we are seeing a light at the generally allow. In the meantime,
end of the tunnel and can properly we will continue to create and pre- the full schedule, visit centertheatreplan for a full return to our three sent an eclectic collection of virtual group.org.
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NHM’s nature challenge to start April 30

photo by Joshua White/courtesy of the Broad

The Broad will reopen its doors, with the special collection, “The
Invisible Sun,” which was developed during the pandemic and
demands for social justice and racial equity.

The Broad to reopen May 26

The Broad announced that it
will reopen to the public on May
26, with ticket reservations
beginning on May 12 at 10 a.m.
After being closed for more
than a year, the museum will welcome guests again with new, single-artist presentations in the
sky-lit third floor galleries and a
free, new collection exhibition in
the first floor galleries.
The “Featured Artists” single
artist presentations in the thirdfloor galleries opens May 26, and
includes all 13 works from JeanMichel Basquiat, three of which
are on view for the first time.
There is also a mini-survey from
the collection’s holdings of Roy
Lichtenstein, nearly half on view
for the first time, nine works by
Kara Walker, including video,
works on paper and two new
acquisitions, and a gallery devoted to Andy Warhol.
The “Invisible Sun” special
collection, which will be open
from May 26 to Oct. 3, was
developed during the COVID-19
pandemic and the demands for
social justice and racial equity. It
features work by artists, including El Anatsui, Alexander
Calder, Keith Haring, Jenny
Holzer, Julie Mehretu, Nathaniel
Mary Quinn and Cindy Sherman,

and many others in the Broad
collection.
The artists respond to issues
such as the AIDS crisis, genderand
race-based
violence,
unchecked capitalism and colonialism’s aftermath. They collectively grapple with revolution
and change, loss and recovery
and how the freedoms and prosperity of powerful countries
come at the expense of others. In
total, the show features 59 works
in the Broad collection, 24 of
which are being shown in our
galleries for the first time.
To enhance visitor engagement, the Broad has added some
new digital features to make
experiencing art even better.
Curious to know how much the
Balloon Dog sculpture weighs,
perhaps? Chat live with Broad
staff to answer questions with a
new live text chat feature and
access all new content, including
museum guides and maps, free
audio tours, family activities and
more with the new mobile museum guide. The museum has also
instituted new health and safety
measures to enrich the experience for all, including greater
amenities for a touchless visit.
For information, visit thebroad.org.

Getty adds new board member

The J. Paul Getty Trust Board of
Trustees has elected business executive and independent board member Jaynie Miller Studenmund to its
board.
“Jaynie’s extensive leadership
experience across many different
fields will serve the Getty well,”
said David L. Lee, chair of the
Getty Board of Trustees. “She has
deep knowledge from service on
both nonprofit and corporate
boards. We welcome her to the
board, where she will help us guide
one of the world’s leading cultural
organizations into a new, post-pandemic era.”
The former chief operating officer for Overture Services,
Studenmund’s career spans four
decades of experience in management consulting, corporate executive management and board service
for public companies and nonprofits. Her corporate background is
primarily in financial services, digital, data and consumer businesses.
“We look forward to Jaynie’s
guidance as we build a more inclusive community among our staff
and supporters, develop a creative
digital-first agenda, and strengthen
our engagement in Los Angeles and
around the world,” said James
Cuno, president and CEO of the J.
Paul Getty Trust.

photo by Nick Boswell

Jaynie Miller Studenmund, who
worked in financial services for
more than two decades, is joining
the J. Paul Getty Trust Board of
Trustees.

Studenmund has an MBA from
Harvard Business School and a BA
in Economics from Wellesley
College. She is married to Woody
Studenmund, the Laurence de
Rycke Professor of Economics at
Occidental College. They have two
children.
“I couldn’t be more honored and
thrilled to join the Getty board,” she
said. “What an exciting and challenging time to be part of this influential global organization seeking
to conserve the world’s cultural heritage.”
For information, visit getty.edu.

As community science initiatives
– which provide a safe way to connect people with nature and each
other during the pandemic – continue
to grow in popularity, this year’s
sixth annual City Nature Challenge
is expanding to more than 400 cities
across six continents.
Beginning on Friday, April 30 at
12:01 a.m. in each time zone, the
challenge runs through Monday,
May 3, at 11:59 p.m. The global
event, co-organized by the Natural
History Museum of Los Angeles
County and San Francisco’s
California Academy of Sciences,
calls on current and aspiring community scientists, nature and science
fans, and people of all ages and education backgrounds, to observe and
submit pictures of wild plants, animals and fungi using the free mobile
app iNaturalist.
From Friday, April 30 to Monday,
May 3, participants can upload their
observations to the app, with identifications happening from Tuesday,
May 4 to Sunday, May 9. Final
results will be announced on
Monday, May 10.
“At its core, the City Nature
Challenge celebrates science by
encouraging community engagement with nature throughout the
diverse neighborhoods comprising
Los Angeles County,” said Lori
Bettison-Varga, president and director of the Natural History Museums
of Los Angeles County. “Although
many of us have spent the past year
in isolation, the challenge provides
us with the opportunity to safely and
remotely unite, connect with urban
nature, and contribute to scientists’
collective global knowledge. I have
seen the benefit of spending time
outside observing and studying my
natural surroundings, and I encourage all community members and participants around the world to safely
search, discover, and enjoy the outdoors.”
After launching the first-ever City
Nature Challenge in 2016, the
Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles County and California
Academy of Sciences are hosting

photo courtesy of NHM

Participants in the challenge are asked to observe and submit pictures
of wild plants, animals and fungi using the free mobile app iNaturalist.

their sixth – and largest – effort.
Nature is all around us; in our cities,
neighborhoods and even in our
homes.
One of the best ways to study
nature and its biodiversity is by connecting scientists and local community members through community
science. As global human populations become increasingly concentrated in cities, it’s more important
than ever to document urban biodiversity and help ensure the future of
plants and wildlife. Large pools of
data built through iNaturalist, natural
history museums and science organizations help leaders make informed
conservation decisions that allow
both human and natural communities to thrive.
In response to the pandemic, this
year’s challenge will not be focused
on competition, but rather global collaboration.
“Last year we had over 41,000
people take part in the Challenge,
more than in any of the previous
years,” said Lila Higgens,
NHMLAC’s senior manager of community science, and co-founder of

the Challenge. “This year we anticipate 50,000 people taking part, even
though we can't physically be together. It will be amazing to see what
communities around the globe can
accomplish in the name of urban biodiversity – I think we're going to see
over a million observations in this
year's City Nature Challenge.”
For both budding and veteran
community scientists, joining in is
easy – find wildlife in your home,
neighborhood, backyard or anywhere else. It can be any wild plant,
animal, fungi, slime mold, or any
other evidence of life, such as scat,
fur, tracks, shells, or carcasses. Take
pictures of what you find using
iNaturalist. Learn more as your
observations are identified.
With travel restrictions due to the
pandemic, scientists more than ever
rely on observations from community scientists for important findings.
During the 2020 City Nature
Challenge, despite the challenges
posed by the coronavirus pandemic,
over 1,300 endangered, endemic or
data-deficient species were recorded.
For information, visit nhm.org.

Bogie’s Liquor
IT’S
TIME
FOR
DODGER
BASEBALL!

Pick up your
favorite 12-pack
and watch the
boys in blue!

Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
Don’t Drink & Drive!
Open 7 days
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Dua Lipa to star at Oscar AIDS fundraiser
The 29th annual Elton John
AIDS Foundation Academy
Awards virtual pre-party on April
25 will be hosted by Emmy and
Tony Award-winning actor Neil
Patrick Harris alongside Sir Elton
John and David Furnish, with a performance by Grammy Award-winning artist Dua Lipa.
For the first time, foundation
supporters worldwide are invited to
attend the famed Oscar party by
joining a 60-minute pre-show special produced by Fulwell 73 at
Rosewood London. Tickets are currently on sale via Ticketmaster.
“This year, we are bringing our
Oscar Party into people’s homes for
the first time virtually for an unforgettable evening with David
(Furnish), myself, our dear friend
Neil Patrick Harris and the incredible Dua Lipa, plus many fabulous
surprise names,” said John, the
founder of the Elton John AIDS
Foundation. “Now more than ever,
we need to ensure that one pandemic does not override another, and we
cannot forget the 38 million people
living with HIV globally who need
our care, love and support. So we
hope everyone joins us for this special one of a kind Oscar pre-party.”
Since the event’s inception in
1992, the Academy Awards
Viewing Party has supported the
Elton John AIDS Foundation's
efforts to raise millions for their life
saving work. With its presence
across four continents, the foundation is committed to overcome the
stigma, discrimination and neglect
prevents ending AIDS.
UNAIDS estimates that there

photo courtesy of Elton John Aids Foundation

Grammy Award-winning artist Dua Lipa will offer a stripped back performance as part of the Academy Awards pre-party on April 25.

will be an extra half-million deaths
from AIDS this year alone in subSaharan Africa due to service disruptions as a result of the COVID19 pandemic. This year, the foundation will raise money for young
people at risk and living with HIV
all over the world and will work to
ensure that services are accessible
on the platforms that are best suited
to young people.
To bring the event globally, the
pre-party special will be hosted
four times across regions to meet

the different time zones of a
region’s broadcast of the Oscars,
including at 4 p.m. on April 25 in
the U.S., with an optional repeat at
7 p.m. on April 26. Each special per
region is possible to host up to
100,000 attendees, or up to 400,000
supporters.
Fans can purchase tickets for
$19.99 on Ticketmaster at
shops.tickemasterpartners.com/elto
n-john-aids-foundation.
For information, visit eltonjohnaidsfoundation.org.

Sought-after composer aids LACO digital series
Jessie Montgomery, one of
America’s most-relevant and
sought-after composers, provides
musical curation for back-to-back
episodes of Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra’s Close Quarters interdisciplinary digital series that
melds musical and visual arts.
They will premiere on Fridays,
April 24 and May 7, at 6:30 p.m.
The new episodes, “Sonic Shift”
and “Beyond the Horizon” are
available to the public at no cost
and can be streamed on demand
following its premiere at
laco.org/close-quarters, LACO’s
YouTube and Facebook live channels. Digital pre-broadcast discussions begin at 5:30 p.m. on Zoom.
The broadcasts feature the creative and collaborative interweaving of classical music with elements of social justice, language
and improvisation, spotlighting the
music of Montgomery, as well as
contemporary composers Alvin
Singleton, Mazz Swift, Alyssa
Weinberg, Marcos Balter and Anna
Meredith.
Guest conductor Christopher
Rountree leads both musical programs, which are produced by
Anna Meredith, with artist Will
Kim providing original animations
for the first episode. Grammy
Award-winning mezzo-soprano
Isabel Leonard makes her directorial debut in the second episode,
with creative direction by LACO
Creative Director of Digital
Content James Darrah.
Montgomery, whose works
have been described as “turbulent,
wildly colorful and exploding with
life” by The Washington Post, is
also an acclaimed violinist and
educator. She is the recipient of the
Leonard Bernstein Award from the
ASCAP Foundation, and her works

are performed frequently around
the world by leading musicians and
ensembles. Montgomery’s music,
infused with elements of vernacular music and social justice, places
her squarely as one of the foremost
interpreters of the 21st century
American sound and experience.
“The program ‘Sonic Shift’ is
inspired by the synthesis between
deep rhythmic pulse and electroacoustic alchemy,” Montgomery
said. It begins with Weinberg’s
“Still Life,” which bends the line
between modernism and groove
and also blends the clarinet and
strings to create surprising and
fresh colors. Balter’s “Bladed
Stance” breaks the acoustic barrier,
merging the instruments in waves
of color that suggest an electroacoustic palette. The final two
works by Meredith, “Two
Movements for Trumpet and String
quartet” and “Tuggemo” pick up
the colors of the Balter “to finish
the program with an epic electronica groove-scape between the
string quartet and composed electronics,” Montgomery said. She
collaborates with charcoal and
watercolor artist Kim to create
original animations, which will
enhance the visual presence of
LACO’s musicians. The drawings
will come alive in conjunction with
the musical works, further highlighting and complementing the
musicians’ artistry.
“Beyond the Horizon,” the second episode musically curated by
Montgomery, features three works
she describes as “driven by improvisational elements, where each
performer has a voice that is in
spontaneous communication with
the composer and the listener.”
They include Singleton’s “Be
Natural,” Swift’s “The End of All
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LA Phil shares fellows work
The Los Angeles Philharmonic
announced the world premiere of
new solo instrumental works by
the 2020-21 cohort of the Nancy
and Barry Sanders Composer
Fellowship Program, which are
available to view on YouTube.
The class of 20 high school students were invited to write solo
pieces for members of the Los
Angeles Philharmonic, which the
musicians then recorded from
their homes during the lockdown
caused by COVID-19.
The Nancy and Barry Sanders
Composer Fellowship Program
was founded 14 years ago by
Pulitzer Prize-winning composer
Steven Stucky. A one-of-a-kind
opportunity for high school-age
composers to become a part of
the LA Phil’s thriving new music
community, the innovative program offers its fellows a high
level of consistent and intensive
focus on the process and production of music composition,
preparing them for careers in
composition and giving them the
tools and freedom necessary to
shape the future of concert music.
Students develop their artistic
voice as they grow a robust portfolio of works through an
unprecedented level of access to
one of the world’s leading
orchestras.
Under the direction of awardwinning composer Andrew
Norman, this year’s curriculum
has been reshaped to accommodate the restrictions and health
measures put in place due to the
pandemic, with all activities now
taking place online. Meeting
weekly via Zoom, the fellows
have continued their regular sessions, including working in small
groups and hosting discussions.
Additionally, the digital format
has allowed guest speakers from
all over the world to join, includ-

ing Gustavo Dudamel, music and
artistic director of the LA Phil;
and
composers
Ludwig
Goransson, Nico Muhly, Hitomi
Oba, Nathalie Joachim, Caroline
Shaw and Derrick Spiva, among
others. CFP alumni who are now
spread across the country have
also been able to join digitally.
The 20 participants of the
2020-21 Nancy and Barry
Sanders Composer Fellowship
Program are: Fariyan Alam, 18,
senior, L.A. County High School
for the Arts; Jaden Amersi
Anselmo,
16,
sophomore,
Windward
School;
Elijah
Alexander, 18, senior, LACHSA;
Cole Brown, 18, senior, Marshall
Fundamental Secondary School;
Clara Myers, 15, sophomore,
Wildwood
Middle-Upper
School; Norah Fong, 17, junior,
South Torrance High School;
Noah Godard, 17, junior,
Moorpark High School; Willa
Fine Hawthorne, 17, junior,
Polytechnic School; David
Hernández, 18, senior, John
Burroughs High School; Joey
Karz, 18, senior, Brentwood
School; Alexander Hurvitz, 18,
senior, LACHSA; Oliviana
Marie, 18, senior, Laurel Springs
High
School;
Rachel
Mugemancuro,
16,
junior,
Harvard-Westlake; Mia Ruhman
(Sue Tsao Composer Fellow), 18,
senior, Palisades Charter High
School; Zola Saadi-Klein, 18,
senior,
LACHSA;
Sage
Shurman,
15,
sophomore,
Flintridge Preparatory School;
Luke Sterling, 16, junior, LACHSA; Aidan Vass, 17, senior,
Westlake High School; Chloe
Elise Villamajor, 18, senior, The
Buckley School; and Sydney
Wang, 18, senior, La Cañada
High School.
For
information,
visit
laphil.org.

Enjoying spring
activities outdoors

Composer Jessie Montgomery is
the curator of the next two
episodes of LACO’s Close
Quarters digital series.

That Is Holy, The Beginning of
All That is Good,” and
Montgomery’s own “Break
Away,” encompassing a wide
range of the American concert
music tradition from the lens of
Black composers, including influences of jazz harmonies and
rhythm, extensions of European
modernism with graphic notation
and the idea that the interplay
between the player and the listener
is dynamic and reflects agency
and purpose. Montgomery is
working closely with Leonard, in
her directorial debut, and production designers Yee Eun Nam and
Yuki Izumihara to craft an original
work of video art incorporating
the composer’s eclectic program
with cinematic footage of the
orchestra.
Subsequent Close Quarters
episodes premiere on Fridays, May
21, and June 4, at 6:30 p.m.
For information, visit laco.org.

Members of the Beverly Hills Lawn Bowling Club enjoyed spring
outdoors in this photograph from the May 1, 1980, issue of the Park
Labrea News. The game was very popular, according to the accompanying article. Then-club president Allen Dewhirst described it as
“more social than golf and less strenuous than tennis.” The club still
exists and offers lessons by appointment. For information, visit bowlnow.org. The city of Beverly Hills has also reopened many of its
recreation and sports activities including tennis, pickleball, sand volleyball and youth sports. For information, visit beverlyhills.org/bhrec.
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Robertson more pedestrian-friendly on weekends

From page 1

the public. This has had a profound
impact on the city of West
Hollywood’s business community
and has added to the economic
challenges wrought by COVID19,” Councilman John D’Amico
said. “Keeping our community
safe, healthy and thriving is priority
one. Creating safe, socially distanced outdoor spaces for expanded
operations is a creative approach
that will help West Hollywood’s
businesses, residents and visitors as
we continue to respond to the
evolving pandemic.”
City officials who were there during the “soft opening” found there
was a “significant improvement” in
pedestrian and traffic congestion at
both intersections, as well as less
congregating of groups on the sidewalks, according to Paolo
Kespradit, management specialist
for the city of West Hollywood.
“We definitely saw an increase of
people walking in that area,”
Kespradit said. “The traffic flow
was much better because people
weren’t making a right or left turn
and competing with pedestrians.”
In terms of parking, more than
500 cars parked in the five-story
city-owned West Hollywood Park
structure, along with more than 150
cars in the private parking lot at La
Peer Hotel. They didn’t observe any
parking issues in adjacent neighbor-

hoods, and Uber and Lyft drop-off
areas along Santa Monica Boulevard
did not result in increased congestion, Kespradit said.
“Overall, those were our highlevel main observations,” he said.
“Obviously as we continue through
this pilot program, we’re going to
continue to make adjustments. … I
would give us a good rating on this
first weekend.”
Adjacent neighborhoods, where
residents have been critical of the
program, fearful that it will bring
additional traffic, congestion and
noise, reported minor issues with
music being too loud, according to
Manny Rodriguez, the vice president of the West Hollywood West
Residents Association. The street
was also prematurely closed at 4:30
p.m. on the first night, ahead of the
scheduled 6 p.m. closure.
Both he and Kespradit said that
those issues were remedied quickly,
the latter by city staff who removed
the closure signs and replaced them
at the correct time, and the former
with the help from code enforcement.
“They complied and that was fine
from what I heard,” Rodriguez said.
Kespradit said that there are
already plans to expand the amenities in the area in time for next
weekend. In addition to the Abbey’s
expansion, they’ll be hosting a gela-

to festival, a fundraiser for Project
Angel Food and a yoga fundraiser
for Aid for AIDS.
He said that press interest in covering the OUT Zone prompted more
than 50 businesses to reach out to
the city to ask how to participate in
the program.
“We kind of wanted to start
slow,” he said. “The interest has just
grown.”
For Rodriguez, he said that it’s
hard to make a judgment on the program because it was just one weekend, but that he hasn’t heard any
complaints from neighbors like
those that were expressed during a
meeting with Kespradit and other
city officials in April.
“There’s a lot that needs to be
seen. They’re still piloting it and
still trying it out,” he said. “It’s hard
to make a judgment at this point. It
was just one weekend. … So we’re
just waiting to see as it moves forward.”
Kespradit said that they’ll continue to work with the business community and residents to both make
them aware of the program, should
they want to participate, while also
listening to feedback to address any
concerns.
“We are always looking for additional vendors and additional comments especially during this time,”
he said.

Caloza honored as PABA’s 2021 Community Champion
Los Angeles Board of Public
Works Commissioner Jessica
Caloza has received the 2021
Community Champion Award
from the Philippine American Bar
Association during its 34th
Annual Installation and Virtual
Awards Gala on April 6. Based in
Los Angeles, PABA is the oldest
and largest local association of
Filipino-American attorneys in
the
United
States.
The
Community Champion Award is
presented annually to someone
whose work uplifts, promotes and
strengthens the local FilipinoAmerican community.
“I’d like to thank PABA for
this special recognition and for
all of its work to support the
Asian and Filipino-American
community,” Caloza said. “My
hope is to inspire others to serve,
give back and help, because
together I know we can make a
positive difference. This pandemic has shown us that we need
to uplift each other and support
our most vulnerable, including
the Asian-American community
given the rise in attacks and violence. Each of us has a role to
play in being community champions.”
Appointed by Mayor Eric
Garcetti and confirmed by the
City Council in 2019, Caloza is
the first Filipina American to
serve on the Board of Public

Works. She was recognized with
this award for her leadership overseeing the city of Los Angeles’
most critical infrastructure projects and core services that
improve the quality of life for its
more than 4 million residents.
During her time on the board, she
has organized the city’s inaugural
Filipino American History Month
Lighting Ceremony; brought
attention to Historic Filipinotown
through initiatives like the Eastern
Gateway project in collaboration
with
Councilman
Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, and artist
Eliseo Art Silva; and promoted
the contributions of Asian and
Filipino Americans to Los
Angeles.
“I couldn’t think of a more
deserving recipient for this year’s
Community Champion. I’ve had
the honor of witnessing Jessica
firsthand in her outreach to, and
collaboration with, FilipinoAmerican and greater AsianAmerican communities in terms
of representation, rights and services to these often-overlooked
populations,” PABA President
Abigail Zelenski said. “With the
unfortunate rise in anti-AAPI
hate, Jessica has taken a prominent leadership role in bringing
people together to come up with
proactive ways we can combat
hate incidents and hate crimes.
Jessica truly embodies what it
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Jessica Caloza

means to act as a public servant.
We thank Jessica for all of her
community work, and PABA
looks forward to continuing to
work with her on projects that
help the Filipino-American community.”
Los Angeles County is home to
over half a million Filipino
Americans – the largest population of Filipinos in the world outside of the Philippines.
A recording of PABA’s 34th
Annual Installation and Awards
Virtual Gala is available at
youtube.com/watch?v=UtgbMQ
SYHUA.

Beverly Hills supports water conservation

Beverly Hills Mayor Robert
Wunderlich has joined mayors
across the country in asking everyone to make a long-term commitment to manage water resources
more wisely by taking part in the
Wyland
National
Mayor’s
Challenge
for
Water
Conservation.
The Wyland Foundation, a nonprofit organization dedicated to

promoting, protecting and preserving the world’s oceans, waterways
and marine life, created the challenge 10 years ago as an opportunity to reward community members
for their positive conservative
actions.
A longtime supporter of reducing
water waste, Wunderlich and his
family have already taken steps to
make the change.

“We replaced the landscaping at
our house several years ago with
drought tolerant landscaping, and
now we think it looks better than
ever,” Wunderlich said.
Through April 30, Beverly Hills
residents can make their online
pledge to conserve water at mywaterpledge.com.
For
information,
visit
bhsaves.org.
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The goal of the Complete Streets plan is to accommodate all forms of
transportation, including bicycles and pedestrians, in the city’s streets.

Transportation plan OK’d
by Beverly Hills council
From page 1

offering public comment supported the plan.
The one opponent of the
Complete Streets plan, Thomas
White, confirmed his opposition
to the plan, which he said would
“destroy Beverly Hills.” He
made similar points at the 2019
meeting, where he claimed the
plan would remove car parking
to create bike lanes.
“This proposal is self-indulgent, short-sighted, irresponsible
and completely untenable,”
White said.
The council members, however, made clear that no decisions
about where bike lanes – or any
other form of transportation –
would be placed were being
made.
“Anyone who gets around by
car will still be able to get around
by car … The plan is about
removing barriers, to provide
opportunities and support to
those who want to get around
without their cars,” Mayor
Robert Wunderlich said.
Councilman Julian Gold
agreed that Complete Streets is
just a “very, very high-level concept.”
“We’re setting out a vision, but
we’re not actually making any
decisions about what’s going
where,” he said.
Gold added that for specific
projects, extensive public outreach would be needed to
“achieve maximum benefit for

all stakeholders and not come
back and say ‘That was a great
thing for pedestrians, but not for
bikes’ or ‘That drastically made
traffic worse.’”
“It’s easy to say ‘I love the
idea,’ but it’s different to say ‘I
love the idea in front of my
house,’” Gold said.
Vice Mayor Lili Bosse also
asked for more feedback from
residents as the process goes forward.
“I enthusiastically support this
plan, and I support it with the
condition that we continue to
encourage the public’s participation,” Bosse said.
Holzer confirmed that no
major changes would be made
without a public process.
“Any project that would significantly change the street
would need to go through a
robust outreach project and come
back to the council,” Holzer said.
Councilman John Mirisch
asked for more modes of transportation to be included, such as
autonomous vehicles. He also
asked for more slow streets,
where car traffic is encouraged to
find alternate routes so residents
and neighbors can bike and walk
in the street, as well as an
expanded use of diagonal, or
scramble, crosswalks, such as
those on Rodeo Drive.
“That really is something that
really makes the city pedestrianfriendly,” Mirisch said.

Spring fundraiser benefits
St. Vincent Meals on Wheels

St. Vincent Meals on Wheels is
partnering with Epic Records to
present “Spring Fling,” an evening
of gourmet food and musical entertainment to raise funds for the nonprofit on Saturday, April 24.
With 250,000 seniors at risk of
hunger and malnutrition in Los
Angeles, the need for support has
grown exponentially during the
pandemic, with senior centers and
congregate meal sites closing. The
number of meals provided to
homebound seniors has doubled to
over 100,000 per month.
“Spring Fling” guests will enjoy
a cocktail hour and live panel discussion with the featured artists,
followed by a three-course gourmet
meal created and curated by Chef
Onil Chibas, of Deluxe 1717
restaurant in Pasadena. After selecting main courses from a trio of
Caribbean-accented entrees (panseared white fish with coconut

tamarind sauce, Jamaican fried
chicken with cilantro chutney or
savory chickpea cakes with Cuban
mojo), diners will be able to choose
entertainment pairings of the
artists’ performances as they enjoy
dinner. Participating artists include
India Shawn, John K and Bahari
“Our partnership with Sony/Epic
Records is an example of one of the
new ways we can come together as
one community to support those
who need us most during this pandemic. What an enjoyable and delicious way to support our seniors
and foster connection, love and
community,” St. Vincent Meals on
Wheels
Executive
Director
Veronica Dover said. “May this
evening remind us of the power of
connection, music, great food and
good friends.”
For information and to make
reservations, call (213)484-7775,
or visit stvincentmow.org.

27 April 22, 2021

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

Hotel workers seek protections, training

From page 1

“It’s not a good practice in this
city not to do engagement,” Meister
said.
Councilman John Erickson disagreed, saying that the council’s
vote to draft the ordinance before
further discussion with the public
does just that.
“The public will be involved. The
businesses will be involved. People
from all sides of the aisle will be
involved. And then [city staff] will
come back with an ordinance,” he
said.
The discussion came at the end of
the council meeting, and lasted well
past midnight. It was done without
the attendance of Councilman John
D’Amico, who exited early due to
the late time, after he and Meister
unsuccessfully pushed for the discussion to be tabled to another
meeting.

“I appreciate everyone’s hard
work,” D’Amico said.
“I was elected to serve and represent the city,” Erickson said after
D’Amico left. “I understand he has
different priorities, but I’m here
until whenever we got to go.”
The vote also came hours after
Horvath and Councilwoman Sepi
Shyne, the other co-initiator of the
ordinance, appeared at a press conference earlier in the day outside of
the shuttered Standard Hotel in
West Hollywood to urge the passing of the motion.
Laid-off workers, advocacy
groups and union representatives
spoke during the press conference,
saying the ordinance would ensure
that hotel workers, many of whom
were laid off during the pandemic,
and many of whom are immigrants
and members of the LGBTQ com-

munity, have jobs to return to once
as the economy reopens.
They detailed issues that existed
prior to the pandemic, including the
risks of sexual assault or other
threatening conduct for workers
who are alone in guests’ rooms,
inadequate compensation for heavy
workloads and lack of comprehensive and standardized training.
“As a member of the LGBTQ
community, I know West
Hollywood prides itself in being a
city of inclusion and equality. I
hope the council leads with these
values today and stands with hospitality workers like myself who help
this city thrive,” said Jesus Ortiz,
who worked at the Standard as a
cook for four years before it closed.
“As a housekeeper, having protections from the risk of sexual
assault, like panic buttons, would

Homeless numbers spark some hope in leaders

From page 1

Hollywood as part of an annual
countywide assessment by the
Los Angeles Homeless Services
Authority, stepped in when
LAHSA decided not to hold the
homeless count in 2021 because
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Volunteers with Hollywood
4WRD canvassed 40 census tracts
in late February and found there
were 1,513 unhoused people as
compared to 1,714 in the same
areas in LAHSA’s 2020 count – a
12% decrease in the overall number of unsheltered people.
“Speaking personally, I was
surprised,” said Louis Abramson,
a Hollywood 4WRD and Central
Hollywood
Neighborhood
Council member who helped analyze the numbers. “That’s why we
worked so hard to make sure the
numbers and the analysis were
correct.”
Abramson, who works as an
astrophysicist for the Carnegie
Institution for Science in
Pasadena, said the findings are
based on a statistical analysis that
was double-checked for accuracy
by researchers from USC and
UCLA. He added that the numbers can be used to gauge the
severity of homelessness as well
as trends. For instance, the
Hollywood 4WRD count found
that the number of people living
on the street fully exposed
declined by 30% from the previous year, but the number of tents
and temporary structures in
Hollywood increased by 28%.
The 12% overall decrease is based
on the total number of people volunteers documented during the
count, and the underlying figures
help paint a clearer picture of how
the dynamics of homeless are
changing, Abramson said.
“Just because we have seen a
12% decrease doesn’t necessarily
mean homelessness is getting better,” he added. “We saw a big
decline in adults fully lying on the
streets and fewer people lying on
the sidewalks and in driveways
and alleys, and that drives the
12% decrease. But it seems there
has been a proliferation of tents
and make-shift structures. There
have been changes to the way
people are living on the streets.”
Kerry Morrison, a co-founder
of Hollywood 4WRD, said she
participated in the February count
and sensed at the time that the
dynamics had changed. She came

across fewer people in the four
tracts she counted. Some tracts,
however, like those around the
Hollywood (101) Freeway,
showed an increase in tents and
encampments, she said.
Morrison said the decline in
people sleeping outright on the
streets shows that approaches to
ending the crisis have been working – slowly. She cited Project
Roomkey, in which unhoused
people are placed in hotels and
motels, as well as emergency
shelters and bridge housing as
starting to make a difference.
Morrison also shared perspectives
about why the tents and encampments have proliferated.
During the pandemic, the city
and county’s approach has been
and remains to not move homeless people from encampments
due to risks of the potential spread
of COVID-19, she said. The
California
Department
of
Transportation also suspended
cleanups along freeway ramps
and under bridges during the early
part of the pandemic, she added.
“Under COVID, the CDC’s
recommendation was not to disrupt people and move tents. And
the tents tend to grow. It’s almost
like little communities pop up.
That’s not something we had seen
before in Hollywood, but it’s one
of the realities we’ve had,”
Morrison said. “And despite the
fact that we are down 12%, the
situation people are facing on the
street is more desperate than we
have seen in the past.”
Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, said
he is encouraged by the decrease in
Hollywood, but much more needs
to be done. He credited programs
like Project Roomkey and A
Bridge Home, and safe parking
sites for people staying in vehicles,
as being critical to keeping people
off the streets. O’Farrell added that
approximately 250 shelter beds
that have been added in
Hollywood during the past two
and a half years are starting to
show in the statistics.
“In Hollywood, we are united
in identifying housing solutions
for everyone and never giving up,
and being relentless in pursuing
that,” O’Farrell said. “We always
have irons in the fire, so to speak,
across the whole district, not just
in Hollywood. We are always
looking for additional solutions.”

O’Farrell credited Hollywood
4WRD for taking the lead in holding a local homeless count. He
also cited organizations like the
Center at Blessed Sacrament,
Covenant House, Salvation Army,
My Friends Place and Hollywood
Presbyterian Church, where many
tents are located around the
perimeter, as partners in the effort
to address homelessness. The
councilman said Measure HHH,
which is providing more than $1
billion in funding for permanent
housing, is a long-term solution.
Garcetti’s promise of $1 billion
in more funding to end homelessness is also promising, he said.
A day after the mayor committed to the new pending, a federal
judge ordered the city of find
housing for all people living on
the streets of Skid Row by
October as part of a lawsuit,
which could have future implications on whether the city will be
able to eventually remove
encampments from sidewalks and
other public property. A current
injunction in the case prohibits the
city from removing tents unless
they are blocking public access.
“I think COVID-19 has been a
giant magnifying glass. It magnified deficiencies in our social
safety net. It magnified the visibility of homelessness in Los
Angeles. It magnified the social
and racial inequities that exist in
American society, and I think
homelessness is one of them,”
O’Farrell said. “We have had a
year-long reckoning. There has
never been greater awareness of
the need to address this in a very
determinative, declarative and
compassionate way, which has
always been my process. Find a
place for people to be safe at
night, and when we do that, retake
our public spaces.”
Abramson said that the
Hollywood 4WRD count numbers will be used to help
Hollywood-based social service
providers plan for needs and create strategies for better serving
people who remain unhoused.
The organization, which is in the
process of becoming a nonprofit,
will continue to focus on local
needs, he added.
“I think what we are seeing is
some of the interventions that
were taken are working in the way
they were intended to,” Abramson
said. “We have to build on them.”
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West Hollywood Councilwoman Sepi Shyne spoke at a press conference
supporting a policy to ensure that hospitality workers can return to work
as the economy reopens after the pandemic.

make me feel safer since I often
have to work alone in isolated areas
of the hotel,” said Norma
Hernandez, who has worked at the
Mondrian Hotel for 13 years.
Shyne said the ordinance would
help West Hollywood as it actively
works to close the gap of social,
racial and workplace inequality.
“I am proud to work with Mayor
Horvath to bring forward this item
which will provide basic workforce
protections for hotel workers who
are often cleaning more rooms per
day than the industry standard,
putting their personal safety on the
line when they enter rooms without
any protective equipment such as
panic buttons, allowing workers to
return to and retain the jobs they
love with dignity and requiring safe
reporting and training,” she said
during the press conference. “The
free market has not provided these
overdue protections for workers,
which is why we must intercede.”
The proposed ordinance has
already generated much feedback,
prompting more than 50 comments,
either made electronically or during
the public comment portion of the
council meeting. It generated a
wide spectrum of support and
opposition.
Rod Gruendyke, vice president
and general manager of the Sunset
Marquis Hotel, wrote a letter to the
council in opposition of the ordinance, saying that the hotel has
taken a number of steps both before
and during the pandemic to ensure
their workers’ safety and security.
“During my 31 years as the general manager of the Sunset
Marquis, I have never been more
concerned that the City Council
will approve an ordinance that will
do harm to the city of West
Hollywood. It will affect workers
and local businesses at a critical
time of recovery for our hotel and
tourism industry – an industry that
contributes a significant amount in
tax revenues to the city of West
Hollywood,”
he
said.
“Additionally, we did not receive
any notification or any outreach in
advance of a directive to draft an
ordinance which has such a significant impact to our hotel. I do not
recall anyone asking us what we
already provide our employees for
safety, security and training, nor
what wages we pay our staff. It
should not be the government’s role
to interfere in our business model,
operations and procedures unless
there is material cause to do so.”
Many pointed to the West
Hollywood
Chamber
of
Commerce’s
Hotel
Council
announcement earlier this month of
a “5-Star Promise,” to pledge to
provide safe environments for hotel
employees and opportunities for
marginalized community members.
It also included a pledge to provide
industrywide training and materials
on safety and security and to pro-

vide hotel employees with safety
devices, such as panic buttons, to
help them feel safe on the job.
West Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce CEO Genevieve Morrill
said that they sent several letters to
the city, reiterating the steps hotels
have taken in terms of promoting
public safety and looking out for
their workers. She labeled it as a
political move for some members
of the council.
“We’re opposed to it strongly. It’s
government overreach,” she said.
She added that city staff had not
contacted the chamber, as of
Wednesday afternoon, but they plan
to continue to voice those concerns
should they be contacted during the
actual drafting of the ordinance.
In recent months, many cities in
the region have passed recall and
retention efforts, including Santa
Monica, Los Angeles Long Beach
and Los Angeles County. But Santa
Monica went further with their
ordinance, passed in 2019, which
provided panic buttons and other
measures to report misconduct;
provisions to ensure hotel housekeepers are compensated fairly
when they are required to perform
unreasonable workloads; required
training for housekepers; and
required education and training to
identify potential instance of human
trafficking, domestic violence, sexual violence and public health and
safety.
Meister said she supported all the
initiatives, except for the compensation portion, noting that it’s hard
to quantify what should be left up to
the business community and the
workers to negotiate.
“I appreciate all the speakers and
I feel for them and I understand
they’re going through a very difficult time,” she said. “I don’t know
the hotel business. I feel that the
hotel employers should work with
their hotel employees. … The other
three items I totally understand.”
Shyne said that of the 22 hotels in
West Hollywood, only two of them
have unions to directly negotiate for
fair wages.
“The hotels that don’t have
unions, the workers don’t have that
opportunity,” she said. “If the hotels
will feel they’re going to be able to
bargain by unionizing, I encourage
them to look into that path.”
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