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More BH restaurants to Pulse quickens for Heart of Hollywood
open outdoor dining
n Initiative to improve

n Tents will occupy 100 block of Canon Drive

BY CAMERON KISZLA
A pair of Beverly Hills restaurants will be able to host their diners
in tents on Canon Drive after a
unanimous vote by the Beverly
Hills City Council on Feb. 1.
The famed restaurant Spago and
an as-yet unopened steakhouse,
Nusr-Et, plan to erect a pair of tents
in the 100 block of Canon Drive,
which is already closed to through

traffic due to the temporary sound
wall that separates Canon Drive
from Wilshire Boulevard. The wall
was built to mitigate the construction noise from the Wilshire/Rodeo
station on Metro’s Purple Line subway project.
To accommodate the tents, which
will encompass the entire block
when the shared valet station is
See Restaurants page 22
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Spago in Beverly Hills will soon resume operations in an outdoor tent.

Walk of Fame gains
funding
BY EDWIN FOLVEN

The Metro Board of Directors
on Jan. 28 approved $7 million for
improvements
around
the
Hollywood/Vine and Hollywood/
Highland subway stations in conjunction with the Heart of
Hollywood initiative, which aims
to transform and reenergize
Hollywood Boulevard, the Walk
of Fame and surrounding entertainment district.
The funding resulted from
advocacy by the city of Los
Angeles and Councilman Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, who
introduced
the
Heart
of
Hollywood initiative last January.
The Metro allocation will potentially fund new bus shelters, crosswalks, wayfinding signage and
shade trees, and is considered a
tangible step forward in making
the overall Heart of Hollywood
initiative a reality. The larger plan
calls for more sidewalk space
potentially for outdoor dining,
pedestrian safety enhancements

rendering courtesy of Councilman Mitch O’Farrell’s Office

Renderings for the Heart of Hollywood initiative show a dramatic
transformation for Hollywood Boulevard.

and other amenities from Gower
Street to La Brea Avenue.
“This is a major step forward,
and we are thrilled to partner with
Metro on improving safety and
accessibility on Hollywood
Boulevard,” O’Farrell said. “Part
of the work of making the Walk of
Fame a world-class corridor and
experience means enhanced con-

nectivity to the multiple transit
and active transportation options
in the heart of Hollywood.”
The Metro improvements are
part of the agency’s commitment
to enhancing the public transportation experience within the
first and last mile of trips, a goal of
See Hollywood page 21

WeHo cracks down on mask wearing L.A. takes steps toward

grocery store hazard pay

n City to have deputies

issue tickets instead
of warnings

n City may join West,

BY CAMERON KISZLA
The West Hollywood City
Council made clear on Feb. 1 that
those not wearing a mask or face
covering in public have exhausted
all warnings. The council voted
unanimously to have Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department
deputies, who are contracted to serve
as the city’s police, issue tickets to
those observed not wearing masks.
“This is really essential … Our
residents know about our mask
ordinance, and there are a lot of residents – and visitors, quite frankly –
who are not abiding by our mask
ordinance,” Councilwoman Sepi
Shyne said. “It’s essential that we
now move from doing warnings to
giving citations.”
“To me, this is an all-hands-ondeck moment. We need to enforce
this and we need to be clear that we
want our city open for business, but
not for COVID,” Councilman John
D’Amico added.
Mayor Lindsey Horvath raised
concerns about deputies being the
best method for issuing citations.

Long Beach
BY EDWIN FOLVEN
The Los Angeles City Council
approved a plan on Feb. 2 that will
initiate the first steps to require
grocery stores with more than 300
employees to pay workers an
additional $5 per hour above their
regular hourly wage while public
health orders are in effect.

The council approved a motion
introduced in December by
Council
President
Nury
Martinez, 6th District, and
Councilmen Mitch O’Farrell,
13th District; Paul Koretz, 5th
District; and Curren Price, 9th
District. The Los Angeles City
Attorney’s Office will next draft
an ordinance for the City Council
to consider again at a future
meeting.
See Grocery page 22
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People not wearing face masks in West Hollywood could face fines of
more than $5,000 for multiple offenses.

“Last summer, council had a discussion about taking armed law
enforcement out of rotation on traffic stops, and yet here, I think what
we’re asking is to increase foot
patrols of people with guns to issue
citations without warnings,”
Horvath said. “I think that is a confusing message to the public. I think
it’s a confusing message to law
enforcement, the people we’re actually asking to enforce this.”

City Manager Paul Arevalo said
that due to issues some city staffers
and contractors have had while trying to enforce the city’s mask ordinance, it is necessary for uniformed
law enforcement to step in.
“While I hate to elevate it to a
deputy, some of the people who
refuse to wear masks need to be
dealt with by a deputy,” Arevalo
See WeHo page 21
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Ralphs grocery stores, including the supermarket on Sunset
Boulevard in Hollywood, would fall under the city’s hazard pay law.
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CALENDAR
‘Before Fiddler’
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Authorities have filed charges against the owner and tenant of a shortterm rental on Curson Avenue in the Melrose District for allegedly hosting
gatherings in violation of COVID-19 public health orders.

Utilities shut off at alleged party
house on Curson Avenue
n Authorities allege

property was site of
multiple violations

By edwin folven
The city of Los Angeles recently
shut off utilities at a house in the
800 block of North Curson Avenue
that had been the site of numerous
complaints about disruptive parties
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Los Angeles City Attorney’s
Office has filed criminal charges
against Nyjah Huston, who was
identified as a social media influencer and tenant of the property,
and Edward Essa, who was identified as the property owner. The

defendants were each charged with
a violation of the city’s party house
ordinance for allegedly holding a
loud and unruly gathering. Huston
is a professional skateboarder with
4.5 million followers on Instagram.
“Enforcing against party houses
has always been a priority for me,
given how disruptive they are to
their neighbors,” Los Angeles City
Attorney Mike Feuer said. “During
the pandemic this enforcement is
particularly important, because
party houses can produce superspreader events that jeopardize
public health. We’re taking the
steps to shut them down.”
The utilities were cut on Jan. 12
after police from the Wilshire
Division responded to a party on
Jan. 9 and allegedly found approximately 40 people at the residence.
Capt. Shannon Paulson, commanding officer of the Los Angeles
See Charges page 4

The Wallis welcomes Hershey Felder
as Sholem Aleichem in “Before
Fiddler,” a virtual program running
from Sunday, Feb. 7, through Sunday,
Feb. 14. “Before Fiddler” features
actor, playwright and virtuoso pianist
Felder as the great Yiddish author
whose works inspired the classic musical “Fiddler on the Roof.” The program also includes performances by
Klezmerata Fiorentina, a Florencebased Klezmer music ensemble. The
production was filmed on location
where the events actually took place.
The livestreamed premiere is on Feb. 7
at 5 p.m., but ticket holders can view it
on demand throughout the seven-day
period. Tickets are $55 per household.
thewallis.org/fiddler?utm_source=w
ordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_c
ampaign=Hershey-FiddlerDedicated&utm_content=version_A.

Cooking With
LACMA

Enjoy the intersection of food and art
in Cooking With
LACMA,
an
online program
on
Tuesday,
Feb. 9, from, 6
to 7:30 p.m. The
Cooking with
LACMA series
invites chefs and
culinary historians to teach recipes
related to artworks at the museum.
Join Jocelyn Ramirez of Todo Verde,
a plant-based Mexican food company, for a live cook-along session
inspired by Frida Kahlo’s painting
“Weeping
Coconuts
(Cocos
gimientes)!” Participants can view an
online list of ingredients needed for
the recipe in advance. Admission is
free
but
RSVP
required.
lacma.org/event/cooking-lacmavegan-coconut-flan-inspired-fridakahlo

‘Major Rewrite’

Theatre Forty presents a virtual reading of the new comedy “Major
Rewrite” by Michael Halperin on
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Heartbeat Opera
‘Breathing Free’

The Broad Stage invites audiences to
enjoy Heartbeat Opera’s “Breathing
Free,” a visual album premiere on
Wednesday, Feb. 10, at 7 p.m., and
Saturday, Feb. 13, at 7 p.m. The 45minute visual album features three
singers, three dancers, eight instrumentalists and a production team. Rehearsed
remotely on Zoom, the cast recorded
their individual audio tracks at home,
and the music production team layered
the tracks together.
Heartbeat’s filmmaker
Anaiis
Cisco collaborated with cinematographers to
film the performers in New York,
Chicago and Los
Angeles. Tickets start at $10. thebroadstage.org/breathingfree.

Hollywood
Heritage

Hollywood Heritage and the
Hollywood
Foreign
Press
Association are holding a special virtual “Evening @ The Barn” event

featuring the critically-acclaimed
documentary “I Know A Woman
Like That” on Wednesday, Feb. 10, at
7:30 p.m. The film includes interviews with women who share an
extraordinary attitude about living the
later years in life. They include Olive
McQueen, Maxine Hong Kingston,
Eartha Kitt, Nancy Freedman, Mayor
Lorraine Morton, Lauren Hutton, Tao
Porchon Lynch, Rita Moreno, Gloria
Steinem, Elaine Kaufman, Suzanne
Adams, Jean McFaddin and Marg
Starbuck. Elaine and Virginia
Madsen will follow the screening
with a Q&A session on the evolution
of the project. Tickets are $7.50 for
members; $15 for nonmembers. hollywoodheritage.org/event-details.

Author discussion

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with the
Book Publicists of Southern California
on Thursday, Feb. 5, from 6 to 9 p.m.,
via Zoom. The celebration will include
special guest speakers Michael
Bowker, author of “Gods of Our Time:
A Paris Love Story,” and Marilyn
Anderson, author of “How to Live
Like a Millionaire When You’re a
Million Short.” The meeting ID is 844
2734 2685 and the passcode is 589164.
us02web.zoom.us/j/84427342685?pw
d=cVpEY2VWeld5NDNvNllSdGZQ
dXExdz09.

Ancient cities

Take a virtual journey to the ancient
cities of Kyoto and Nara with Japan
Foundation Los Angeles on
Thursdays, Feb. 11 and 25, at 7 p.m.
The two virtual lectures explore
Buddhist deity sculptures with examples in Kyoto and Nara. The city of
Kyoto will be the focus of the first
program,
followed by Nara in
the second program. Japanese
art expert Michael
VanHartingsveldt
and Kay Allen, of
the
Japan
National Tourism
Organization, will discuss the temples. RSVP required. jflalc.org.

Bogie’s Liquor
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Wednesday, Feb. 10, at 7 p.m., via
Zoom. The narrative is based on true
events. In 1956, stage and motion
picture stars Charles Laughton,
Cornelia Otis Skinner, Glynis Johns,
Eli Wallach and Burgess Meredith
gathered in Boston for the out-oftown performance of the Broadway
revival for George Bernard Shaw’s
“Major Barbara.” The clash of egos,
threats from the House Un-American
Activities Committee and family
crises rise to a crescendo when novelist and playwright Herman Wouk,
brought in to edit the play, throws
everyone off-balance at the tryout in
Boston. The cast includes David
Hunt Stafford, Rebecca Driscoll, Ann
Ryerson, Martin Thompson, Todd
Ball, David Datz and Roger Weiss.
us02web.zoom.us/j/84097502741?p
wd=OGhVdWRVVS82dXhKUWF
XRC9nMXV6dz09.

The City of West Hollywood is accepting applications
for the newly-established Social Justice Task Force
consisting of nine (9) members – one direct appointment from each Councilmember and four at-large appointments. The Social Justice Task Force is intended
to reflect the Black, Indigenous, and People of Color
(BIPOC) community members who live, work, or own
businesses in the City of West Hollywood. The Task
Force will work on social and racial equity issues in the
community and provide policy recommendations to the
City Council to address systemic racism for the City of
West Hollywood.
The City of West Hollywood will begin accepting applications for the Social Justice Task Force starting on
February 8, 2021 through February 22, 2021. Interested
applicants
can
apply
at
https://www.weho.org/city-government/boards-commissions.
Melissa Crowder
Acting City Clerk

Stock up on your
favorite beverages
for the
Superbowl
Wear a Mask & Remember to Social Distance!

We carry the finest in
• Beer • Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
Call us! 323-469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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Beverly Hills designates Evans house as historic
n Council affirms

decision to deny
Trousdale lot split

BY CAMERON KISZLA
Last month, the Beverly Hills City
Council finalized decisions on a pair
of residential properties in the city.
The council voted unanimously
on Jan. 26 to designate the
Pendleton-Evans residence at 1033
Woodland Drive as a historic property and to allow some renovations
to the site. Two additional unanimous votes taken by the council
banned property line adjustments
for lots that span city limits and
rejected an appeal for a Trousdale
Estates property that tried to combine three lots into two, one of
which would have included portions in Beverly Hills and Los
Angeles.
The Pendleton-Evans house was
built in 1942 for art dealer and interior designer James Pendleton and
his wife, Mary Frances, though it
gained prominence for its longesttenured occupant, film producer
Robert Evans.
Evans, known for movies like
“The Godfather,” “Rosemary’s
Baby” and “Chinatown,” lived in
the home from the 1960s until his
death in 2019.
Aside from its notable occupant,
the home also features a distinguished architectural pedigree.
Built in the Hollywood Regency
architectural style, it was designed
by architect John Elgin Woolf, who
was noted for the homes he created
for movie stars like Judy Garland,
Bob Hope and Cary Grant. The
landscaping was done by designer
Tommy Tomson, who also designed
the landscaping at Park La Brea

Ballots sent for
March 2 election

The Los Angeles County
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk
began mailing vote-by-mail ballots
to all registered voters for the
March 2 Senate District 30 Special
Primary Election and special elections at the beginning of this month.
The winner of the special election will replace Los Angeles
County Supervisor Holly Mitchell,
2nd District, who won election to
the Board of Supervisors in
November. Candidates to replace
Mitchell include Assemblywoman
Sydney Kamlager (D-Culver
City), Culver City Vice Mayor
Daniel Lee, attorney Cheryl
Turner, business consultant Tiffani
Jones, entrepreneur Joe Lisuzzo,
community organizer Ernesto
Alexander Huerta and Air Force
reserve Command Sgt. Major
Renita Duncan.
A vote by mail ballot will be
sent to every registered voter to
ensure safe and accessible voting
options during COVID-19.
Voters are encouraged to safely
participate in this election returning their mail-in ballot early. There
are several safe return options
available, including by mail (no
postage required), by dropping off
at a ballot drop box or voting center, or by voting early in-person at
the Los Angeles County RegistrarRecorder/County Clerk headquarters in Norwalk.
The RR/CC headquarters is
located at 12400 Imperial Hwy.,
Norwalk. For information, visit
lavote.net.

Apartments and the Beverly Hills
Hotel.
“This is what is known to be the
first Hollywood Regency done by
John Woolf in Beverly Hills,” said
Ryan Gohlich, the city’s assistant
director of community development.
Councilwoman Lili Bosse said the
decision to designate the property as
historic was “quite easy” to make.
“This is probably the most iconic
property, and the most awe-inspiring property, that I’ve seen in our
community,” Bosse said.
“The property easily qualifies as a
landmark. That’s a no-brainer,” Vice
Mayor Robert Wunderlich added.
Owner David Zaslav said he “fell
in love with the property” and plans
to restore the home to its former
glory with the planned renovations,
which include the addition of a
guest wing to the home, the construction of a new tennis cabana and
shed, a slight relocation of the tennis court and the reconstruction of a
pool house that burned down in
2000. The scale and nature of the
changes are in keeping with the
property’s historic nature, the council members said.

Zaslav added that he shared
many friends with Evans, and he
hopes to host Josh Evans, Robert
Evans’ son, in the guest wing.
“We think this is an extraordinary
property, the ability to restore it and
rebuild it … Our hope is to restore
it for years and generations to
come,” Zaslav said.
The council members were effusive in their praise for Zaslav and
his plans.
“To me, a lesser Picasso – if you
want to call it that – is still a
Picasso, and a lesser John Elgin
Woolf is still a John Elgin Woolf.
Well, this is his ‘Mona Lisa,’ and
the fact that you want to not only
preserve it and, as we’ve heard now,
take the original designs of the
house that burned down and bring
that back to life, that’s exactly why
the Cultural Heritage Commission
exists … I look at this as a gift to
our [city’s historic] registry,”
Councilman John Mirisch said.
“It is an iconic property. I thank
you, Mr. Zaslav, for undertaking
what’s going to be a major project,
but what is really going to be a
crown jewel in our city,” Mayor

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

The Pendleton-Evans Residence was designed by prominent architect
John Elgin Woolf.

Lester Friedman added.
On Jan. 26, the council also reaffirmed a decision made on Jan. 12
to deny a request by developer
Shalom Gozlan to create two lots –
one facing 1034 Hillcrest Road in
Beverly Hills and another facing
West Sierra Mar Drive in Los
Angeles – from three existing lots.
The Hillcrest Road lot would have
spanned the city limits of Beverly
Hills and Los Angeles.

The council members confirmed
their belief that the intercity lot
would create issues, including that
the property would not comply with
the city’s general plan, and unanimously passed an urgency ordinance to prohibit the changing of lot
lines that cross city limits.
“As much as we like Charles
Dickens, we don’t necessarily want
to have any more tales of two
cities,” Mirisch said.
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Stolen car leads to alleged suspects in theft ring
n Police believe

vehicles were being
shipped out of state
By edwin folven

Authorities arrested two men on
Jan. 12 for allegedly operating a
high-tech auto theft operation out
of a short-term rental property in
the 100 block of South Gardner
Street, police said.
The arrests came after a
Mercedes-Benz equipped with an
anti-theft device was stolen earlier
that day in West Hollywood, and
police located the vehicle parked
on Gardner Street. Officers used a
ruse to get the suspects to come out
of a house and then arrested them
when they determined the two men
were tied to the stolen vehicle.
Officers then conducted a “protective sweep” for safety and found
other stolen cars and equipment
allegedly used in auto thefts, said
Capt. Shannon Paulson, commanding officer of the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Wilshire
Division.
“They made sure there were no
other suspects present, but in doing
that, you can’t help but see certain
things in plain sight,” Paulson said.
“They made observations of things
that the officers, through training
and experience, knew indicated

photo courtesy of the LAPD

Officers allegedly found an electronic device used by car dealerships to bypass security codes and
open car doors when they
searched the residence.

criminal activity.”
Paulson said the two men, both
in their early 30s, were arrested and
booked for felony auto theft. They
were not identified, but she said
both have extensive criminal histo-

ries, and one had been released
days before for another auto theft
arrest and was awaiting a court
hearing.
“They were definitely organized,” Paulson said. “We believe
they were involved in a larger operation.”
Paulson said officers found evidence including an electronic
device used by car dealerships that
bypasses codes and can open car
doors automatically, as well as
high-tech printers to make authentic-looking paper license plates like
those issued by dealerships. When
serving a search warrant, authorities allegedly found fake dealer
plates from multiple states. At least
one firearm and narcotics were also
found in the residence.
Paulson said authorities believe
the suspects were stealing luxury
vehicles and sending them to
Nevada. She confirmed it was a
short-term rental but did not have
information about the owner.
“We think they were hitting all
over the west side,” Paulson added.
“They were pretty technologically
savvy. This crew was also active
out of state, and were involved
with criminal activity crossing
state lines.”
Anyone with information about
auto thefts in the Wilshire Division
is urged to call detectives at
(213)922-8205.

Male suspect sought for WeHo sexual assault

The Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department’s Special
Victims Bureau is seeking the public’s help in identifying a male suspect wanted for a sexual assault that
occurred early on Jan. 21 in West
Hollywood.
Deputies responded to a call at a
residence in the 8400 block of
Fountain Avenue near Olive Drive
after the suspect allegedly entered a
28-year-old victim’s residence
through a patio sliding door. The
suspect grabbed the victim by the

neck and shoulders and forced her
onto a couch, police said. The suspect undressed the victim and sexually assaulted her, investigators
added.
The victim fought back by striking the suspect and was able to
break free. The suspect fled the
location using a black bicycle with
medium-sized tires.
The suspect was described as
white or Hispanic, in his early 30s,
approximately 5 feet, 7 inches tall
with short black hair and brown

eyes. He had a light complexion,
average build and possibly a tattoo
on his right arm. The suspect was
wearing a black T-shirt and dark
blue jeans.
Anyone who may have witnessed the incident or any suspicious activity around Fountain
Avenue and Olive Drive on
between 11 p.m. Jan. 20 and midnight on Jan. 21 is asked to contact
Lt. J. Adams, with the LASD
Special Victims Bureau, at
(562)946-8232.

IRS reports steep increase in COVID-19 scams

The Internal Revenue Service’s
Criminal Investigation Division is
warning taxpayers about new
COVID-19-related scams as the
agency delivers the second round of
economic impact payments.
In past months, IRS-CI has seen
a variety of economic impact payment scams and other financial
schemes designed to steal money

and personal information from taxpayers. Criminals are taking advantage of the second round of economic impact payments – as well as
the approaching tax filing season –
to trick honest taxpayers out of
money.
Common COVID-19 scams
include text messages asking taxpayers to disclose bank account

information under the guise of
receiving the $1,200 economic
impact payments, and phishing
schemes using email, letters and
social media messages with key
words such as “coronavirus,”
“COVID-19” and “stimulus.”
Report fraud or theft of economic
impact payments by visiting
tips.tigta.gov.

Charges filed in case involving alleged party house

From page 2

Police Department’s Wilshire
Division, said officers had been
there previously in September and
October and encountered large
gatherings.
Per city regulations, citations
were issued both times to the host
and property owner, and a notice
was posted. Upon the third violation, the LAPD sent the information
to the Safer LA Task Force, operated under Mayor Eric Garcetti’s
Office, and the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power cut
the utilities.
Paulson stressed that LAPD’s role
is strictly to issue citations and doc-

ument what is occurring. She added
that the house on Curson Avenue is
among several that have received
first or second citations and could
also be in jeopardy of future utility
shut-offs and criminal penalties.
“[It was] because of the history of
this location and because the neighborhood itself had expressed
extreme dissatisfaction with what
was going on,” Paulson said. “They
worked pretty quickly on this one.
Within a matter of days, they shut off
the power.”
Paulson
couldn’t
confirm
whether the utilities remained off
but said they generally are until a

criminal case is resolved. She said
the house appeared to be empty
when
officers
accompanied
LADWP workers on Jan. 12.
The captain declined to specifically comment on most of the other
properties with first or second violations, but said a short-term rental on
Maryland Drive in Beverly Grove
where two people were shot at a
New Year’s Eve party remains
under investigation.
“They are on that list and are
being closely watched,” Paulson
added. “This is something we are
taking very seriously and plan to be
following up on these properties.”

photo courtesy of Julia Rose’s Twitter account

Social media influencers Julia Rose and Jack Tenney have taken
credit for altering the Hollywood sign on Feb. 1. Six members of the
group allegedly responsible were booked for trespassing.

Alleged trespassers arrested
for altering Hollywood sign

By edwin folven

Five men and one woman were
arrested for trespassing on Feb. 1
after they allegedly scaled steep
terrain to reach the Hollywood
Sign and hung materials over the
“W” and “D” to change it to read
“Hollyboob.”
Capt. Steve Lurie, commanding officer of the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Hollywood
Division, said it was allegedly
committed by a small group of
people. Since the incident, social
media influencers Julia Rose and
Jack Tenney have taken credit for
altering the sign.
The sign is on private property
owned by the Hollywood Sign
Trust. The group was captured on
security cameras as they climbed
toward the sign and security officers notified police, Lurie said.
By the time officers arrived on

nearby Mulholland Highway, the
group had removed the materials
from the sign and hiked back to
the road, where they were taken
into custody. They were booked
at the Hollywood community
police station for trespassing and
released pending court hearings.
Lurie said the group used plastic sheeting similar to materials
commonly used for painting to
cover the letters and did not damage the sign. Officers recovered
the plastic from the suspects and
held it as evidence, he said.
Lurie added that it appeared to
be a stunt for social media. Aside
from it being a crime, climbing
the steep terrain around the
Hollywood sign is dangerous, he
said.
“A, it’s trespassing, and B, it’s
really steep and unsafe,” Lurie
added. “We don’t want anybody
getting hurt up there.”
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West Hollywood sparks tobacco discussion
n Council approves

flavored tobacco ban;
exempts hookah

BY CAMERON KISZLA
The West Hollywood City
Council took action on multiple
tobacco-related items on Feb. 1.
With a 4-1 vote, the council
banned the use of coupons and discounts on tobacco products in the
city and began a phaseout period for
the sale of flavored tobacco products in West Hollywood.
Mayor Pro Tempore Lauren
Meister was the lone vote against the
measure, saying she would prefer to
wait until the issues around the state’s
ban on flavored tobacco, Senate Bill
793, are settled. The bill, which was
signed last year, is facing a potential
referendum, and it will not go into
effect unless the referendum on the
November 2022 ballot fails.
“I think we should just wait for the
state, see what’s going to happen with
the state referendum,” Meister said.
Councilman John D’Amico admitted that Meister had “good reason” to
wait for the state to “work it out.”
“There’s also good reason to take
a stand. Our city takes stands all the
time,” D’Amico said.
D’Amico added that by acting as
it did, the council was giving local
business owners, several of whom
spoke during public comment
detailing the negative impact the
ban would have on their businesses,
a chance to move their stock of flavored tobacco products before the
ban takes effect in September.
“The message will be sent. People
will be able to react and take responsible actions to stop selling those
products or move their business, if
that’s best for them,” D’Amico said.
Unlike the state law, the council’s
ordinance did not initially have an
exemption for hookah, though after
much public comment about the
cultural significance of hookah and
how it differs from the use of cigarettes and vapes, the council decided to allow hookah products to continue to be sold in the city.
“I don’t think that hookah
lounges are what are creating our
teen epidemic,” Councilwoman
Sepi Shyne said.
Currently, only one hookah lounge,
Pi on Sunset at 8828 Sunset Blvd., is
in operation, and that business will be
able to provide hookah products and
shisha – the flavored tobacco product
used in hookahs – for both on-site and
off-site consumption.
The council also refined its limits
on tobacco smoking in residential
buildings, prohibiting smoking in
common areas of residential buildings beginning in mid-March, and
smoking will be prohibited in all new
housing units starting in mid-May.
The council reiterated a stance it
initially took last year to allow
cannabis smokers more freedom
than tobacco smokers. Cannabis
can be smoked in private units and
in outdoor common areas, though
tobacco cannot be smoked anywhere in the residential complex
except in units where an alreadyvalid lease does not prohibit the use
of tobacco. All new leases in the
city must contain language making
the units tobacco smoke free.
In an effort to help those who are
addicted to tobacco, the council
expressed support for the city providing assistance to smokers and for
publicizing those efforts to reach as
many tobacco users as possible.
“This is an addiction, and I wholeheartedly support us providing
strong smoking cessation programs

for our residents, so that we help our
residents at the same time as having
bans and citations,” Shyne said.
The council also directed staff to
create a registry of housing units in
the city.
“This is a way [for us to track] how
things are going with this new ordinance and for our code compliance to
be able to follow. It’s absolutely the
opposite of trying to target smokers or
nonsmokers. We’re saying that those
units are going to become nonsmoking units. There’s no reason why we
shouldn’t know how many of them
exist once they start converting [to
smoke-free units],” Meister said.
At council direction, city staff

will also survey the city’s residents
to find the best way for West
Hollywood to ultimately become a
smoke-free city. Mayor Lindsey
Horvath, the only no vote in the 4-1
decision, said in an interview that
the survey offers “no firm commitment to making a change” that will
help the residents who are worried
about the health risks of secondhand smoke from their neighbors.
“We must be clear: the City
Council wants to create smoke-free
housing or we don’t … It’s not the
best use of staff time and city
resources, either, at a time when
both are in great demand to meet
community needs,” she said.

photo by Andres Siimon/courtesy of Unsplash

West Hollywood will conduct a survey as part of its larger goal to ultimately become a smoke-free city.
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Assessor stresses Homeowners’ Exemption L.A. LGBT Center names new CEO

Los Angeles County Assessor
Jeff Prang is encouraging residents
to take advantage of a property tax
savings program that can help
reduce family budgets.
The Homeowners’ Exemption
can automatically reduce tax burden by $7,000, if the home was a
primary residence as of Jan. 1. That
translates to an actual reduction of
$70 to a homeowners’ tax bill. All
homeowners have to do is fill out
an application by visiting
assessor.lacounty.gov. The deadline
is Feb. 15 to get the entire savings,
but those who miss the deadline are
still encouraged to file to receive a
prorated savings this year, and the
full amount in future years.
Homeowners need only apply once
to receive the savings each year, as
they continue until a change, such
as a sale, is recorded.
One in three homeowners in Los
Angeles County do not take advantage of this tax savings program,
leaving $30 million unclaimed each
year, Prang said. Across the county,
an additional 435,000 families
could be saving on tax bills, he
added.
In Beverly Hills, approximately
31% of property owners are not
using the tax savings program.
Although the largest number of
unclaimed exemptions usually falls
within Los Angeles, the highest
rates of unclaimed exemptions have
been in Palmdale, Lancaster,
Lynwood, Pomona and Norwalk.
“I feel so strongly about this savings program, I have along with the
Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors proclaimed January as
Homeowners’
Exemption

Awareness Month,” Prang said.
This year, the Homeowners’
Exemption is even more important
because of Proposition 19, which
changes the rules that apply to
transfers between parents and children or in some cases, even grandparents to grandchildren. Current
law allows family members to
transfer a primary home of any
value without a reassessment, even
if they use it as a rental property.
Each person can also transfer other
property, such as rental homes or
commercial property, and exempt
up to $1 million of assessed value
(not market value) from reassessment. A married couple can transfer
up to $2 million.
Prop. 19 abolishes transfers of
any property not being used as a
primary residence. It also eliminates the current parent-to-child
and
grandparent-to-grandchild
exemption in cases in which the
child or grandchild does not use the
inherited property as their principal
residence, such as using a property
as a rental house or a second home.
Prang said importantly, the parent
or owner of the home that is going
to be left to the children needs to
have the Homeowners’ Exemption
at the time of the transfer. The child
receiving the home has one year
from the date of transfer to acquire
the Homeowners’ Exemption, if the
parent did not have it at the time of
the transfer. Currently that is not a
requirement. If the home does not
have the Homeowners’ Exemption,
the children will not receive the tax
benefit, and they could get stuck
with a huge property tax increase.
The provision applies to transfers

photo courtesy of Assessor Jeff Prang

Los Angeles County
Assessor Jeff Prang

starting Feb. 16, 2021.
As with any ballot initiative, the
Legislature may be forced to propose legislation to clarify implementation of Prop. 19, Prang said.
Moreover, there are drafting errors
that will need to be fixed so assessors statewide can administer the
law.
In the meantime, Prang said he
expects Proposition 19 will likely
disrupt some homeowners’ estate
plans and place others who are buying or selling their homes into
uncertainty, awaiting specific and
technical clarifications. The assessor said he will continue to provide
updates for taxpayers as they
become available.
For information, call (213)9743211, or visit assessor.lacounty.gov.

Last month, the Los Angeles
LGBT Center’s Board of Directors
announced Joe Hollendoner, CEO
of
San
Francisco AIDS
Foundation, will become the center’s next leader. Hollendoner will
assume the role of executive director on July 6 and work with center
CEO Lorri L. Jean prior to succeeding her as CEO upon Jean’s
retirement in July 2022.
“It is an honor of a lifetime to
be selected to lead the Los
Angeles LGBT Center following
such an iconic leader as Lorri
Jean. I look forward to working
with the center’s board, staff and
partners to ensure that the center
not only continues to be a trusted
provider of care to the communities it currently serves but that we
deepen our work to address the
racial disparities and systemic
racism that prohibits all members
of the LGBTQ+ community from
thriving,” Hollendoner said. “I
also remain committed to maintaining and expanding the center’s role as a national and global
LGBTQ+ movement leader.”
“I am delighted that the board
selected Joe,” Jean said. “He has
been an extraordinary leader at the
San Francisco AIDS Foundation,
with whom we partner on the
AIDS/LifeCycle. I’ve seen him in
action and watched him grow the
foundation and infuse his progressive values throughout its work. I
respect him, I like him and there is
zero doubt in my mind that Joe will
become a successful and powerful
leader of the Los Angeles LGBT
Center.”
Hollendoner’s
selection

capped a four-month national
search completed by Koya
Partners that sought candidates
from government, business and a
wide range of nonprofit organizations.
“The center’s board of directors is thrilled that Joe will soon
be joining us on his way to
becoming the organization’s new
CEO,” said Susan Feniger, cochair of the center’s board of
directors. “His commitment to
the LGBTQ community, experience as an organizational leader,
proven track record on and passion for racial and economic justice, and his vision for the future
is exactly what the center wants
and needs.”
Hollendoner has led the San
Francisco AIDS Foundation
since 2016. During his tenure, he
spearheaded the adoption of a
new five-year strategic plan in
2019 that prioritized the expansion of health and social services
and established racial justice as a
fundamental principle to guide
the organization’s growth.
During his nearly five years at
SFAF, he has grown revenue by
84% and significantly increased
corporate and private donations
to support the organization’s lifesaving services.
Prior to taking the leadership
role at SFAF, Hollendoner was
chief of staff and first deputy
commissioner at the Chicago
Department of Public Health, the
nation’s third largest health
department.
For information, visit lalgbtcenter.org.

Superbowl Appetizer Platters
ORDER NOW
FOR
SUNDAY!

Chicken Wings

24 - $45 36 - $65 48 - $85
Individual Plate $14.95

Potato Skins $15.95

Seafood Platter

$95
Indiviual Calamari $15.95
Order Direct or from
Chow Now • Postmates
DoorDash • Uber Eats

6333 W. 3rd St.
at the Farmers Market

(323) 933-8446
(323) 933-8447

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

Onion Rings & Fries
$11.95,
add chicken $16.95

DINE ON OUR PATIO OR
ORDER TO ENJOY AT
HOME! OPEN 7AM- 6PM
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Bass recognized for support of youth programs

YouthBuild USA has named U.S.
Representative Karen Bass (D-Los
Angeles) a YouthBuild Champion,
working to amplify the voices of
students and alumni in Congress.
The YouthBuild Champion designation is awarded to congressional leaders who advocate for funding
and policies that benefit opportunities for youth and their communi-

ties. Every year, the elected officials
author and lead the signing campaigns of “Dear Colleague” letters
that signal Congress’s strong bipartisan, bicameral support for the U.S.
Department of Labor’s YouthBuild
program.
The program helps young adults
ages 16-24 who are neither in school
nor employed pursue their educa-

Legislature approves measures
to extend eviction moratorium

The California State Assembly
on Jan. 28 approved Senate Bills
89 and 91, which were signed
into law by Gov. Gavin Newsom
on Jan. 29. The two measures
extended Assembly Bill 3088,
the COVID-19 Tenant Relief Act
of 2020, which was set to expire
at the end of January. In addition
to extending California’s eviction moratorium through June
30, the bill proposed using $2.6
billion in federal relief as rental
subsidies. The proposal will pay
landlords 80% of unpaid back
rent incurred between April 2020
and March 2021 if landlords
agree to forgive the remaining
20% in back rent and agree not to
pursue evictions.
“I spoke in favor of and voted
for two bills that are absolutely
necessary to protect vulnerable
renters from losing their homes in
the middle of an ongoing pandemic,” Assemblyman Richard
Bloom (D-Santa Monica) said.
“We are facing a projected
240,000 new evictions if we
don’t act immediately to keep
people housed. SB 89 and SB 91
together extend the protections
we passed in August, which were
the nation’s strongest tenant protections. These protections will
keep tenants [who] are facing
unprecedented financial hardship
in their homes. Both bills will
provide realistic and creative
solutions, targeting relief to those
who need it most while offering

support to those providing housing for these communities.”
A U.S. Census Bureau survey
found that more than 1.9 million
adult Californians living in rental
homes reported being behind on
their rent. Furthermore, the state’s
Judicial Council reported that
evictions in the state are projected
to double to 240,000 cases.
Without legislative intervention,
this avalanche of eviction cases
could further impact and overwhelm the courts.
“These bills aren’t perfect and
will not solve the problem in the
long run, but we had to take action
now to prevent hundreds of thousands of people from falling into
homelessness in the next couple
of months,” Bloom added. “For
many, this would be a potential
death sentence. SB 89 and SB 91
will keep people in their homes
and prevent small landlords from
going bankrupt while we continue
to work on longer-term solutions.
I am committed to working with
the chair of the Assembly
Housing Committee and leadership on these efforts so that come
June 30, we will be ready to further protect tenants and support
Californians during this difficult
time. With the vaccine rolling out,
we can be optimistic that we are
on the road to recovery. But it is a
very long road ahead and now is
not the time to lower our guard or
pretend we can go back to business as usual.”

Newsom safeguards renters by
signing legislation into law

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Jan. 29
signed legislation to extend the
state’s landmark eviction moratorium through June 30, protecting millions of Californians struggling as a
result of the economic hardships
brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Once again, California is leading
the way by enacting the strongest
eviction protections in the nation,
which will provide relief for millions
of Californians dealing with financial
difficulties as a result of COVID-19,”
Newsom said. “This law not only
provides greatly needed support for
tenants, but also provides relief to
small property owners in need of
assistance to pay for mortgages,
thanks to $2.6 billion in federal stimulus funding.”
Newsom, Senate President Pro
Tempore Toni Atkins and Assembly
Speaker
Anthony
Rendon
announced an agreement on the legislation, to extend the eviction moratorium established last year under
Assembly Bill 3088, which was set
to expire at the end of the month.
Senate Bill 91 pauses evictions for
tenants who declare under penalty of

perjury an inability to pay all or part
of the rent due to a COVID-related
reason. Tenants are still responsible
for paying unpaid amounts to property owners, but those unpaid
amounts cannot be the basis for an
eviction, even after the moratorium
ends.
SB 91 also establishes the State
Rental Assistance Program to allocate the $2.6 billion in federal rental
assistance California will receive.
The program will target aid to
income-qualified tenants most atrisk with unpaid back rent.
Assistance will also be extended to
property owners who agree to waive
20% of unpaid rent. By agreeing to
this waiver, property owners will
become eligible for 80% in rent
reimbursements for amounts owed
between April 1, 2020, and March
31, 2021.
“Those of us pushing to get this
done knew that there were literally
homes and lives at stake,” Rendon
said.
The State Rental Assistance
Program will begin accepting applications from property owners and
tenants in March.

tion, prepare for future careers and
grow into community leaders.
“It is an honor to follow in
Congressman John Lewis’s footsteps to champion funding for
YouthBuild in the House of
Representatives
along
with
Congressman Scott Perry,” Bass
said. “YouthBuild provides hundreds of young people in South Los
Angeles, and thousands throughout
the country, with the skills needed
to be successful in our communities, with the mission of creating a
more equitable society. You cannot
help young folks thrive by forcing
them into a mold – you need to
invest in them and help them grow

so that they can reach their full
potential. That’s what YouthBuild
does. I’m so proud to join this
effort.”
“Representative Karen Bass
knows how much potential and
power young people hold as they
transform themselves and their
communities for the better,” said
John Valverde, president and CEO
of YouthBuild USA. “We are honored to have her leadership as she
and her fellow champions help us
support opportunity youth in finding pathways to a healthy, productive future.”
YouthBuild USA is the nonprofit
support center for a global network
of 290 local programs. For information, visit youthbuild.org and
bass.house.gov.

photo courtesy of U.S. Rep. Karen Bass‘ office

U.S. Rep. Karen Bass
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Cedars-Sinai leads nation in heart transplants

When Shari Baugh, 61, woke up
on her birthday last October, she
had two new reasons to be grateful
for another trip around the sun: the
healthy heart and kidney she had
just received from Cedars-Sinai
transplant surgeons.
“When I think about the timing of
waking up after surgery on my
birthday, it’s overwhelming,” said
Baugh, a high school athletic director from Arcadia, California. “It’s
also overwhelming how fortunate I
was to receive this transplant during
COVID-19. Not every person on a
transplant list can say that.”
But at the Smidt Heart Institute at
Cedars-Sinai, Baugh’s experience
isn’t unique.
She is one of 128 adults who

received life saving heart transplants, many coupled with other
organs, at Cedars-Sinai during
2020. According to the United
Network for Organ Sharing, which
manages the nation’s organ transplant system, Cedars-Sinai remains
No. 1 in adult heart transplants, a
distinction the medical center has
earned for the past 11 years.
“Every patient we transplanted in
2020, during this pandemic, gave
me hope for the future,” said Dr.
Fardad Esmailian, surgical director
of the Heart Transplant Program at
Cedars-Sinai. “I am so thankful that
these patients trusted us with their
care, in spite of all that was happening in the world.”
Baugh’s own gratitude is two-

Notable quotes

“The Hill We Climb”

It’s because being American is more than a pride we inherit,
it’s the past we step into
and how we repair it
We’ve seen a force that would shatter our nation
rather than share it
Would destroy our country if it meant delaying democracy
And this effort very nearly succeeded
But while democracy can be periodically delayed
it can never be permanently defeated
In this truth
in this faith we trust
For while we have our eyes on the future
history has its eyes on us
Amanda Gorman
Youth Poet Laureate
Except of Inaugural Poem
January 20, 2021

West Hollywood praises Biden
administration policy reversal

The city of West Hollywood
applauded President Joe Biden for
standing in support of women and
reproductive justice in signing an
executive order on Jan. 28 to
reverse the Trump administration’s
reinstatement of the Mexico City
Policy, a global gag rule to prohibit
international
nongovernmental
organizations that provide or discuss abortion services from receiving federal funding.
The Biden administration’s
reversal of the Mexico City Policy
reflects the administration’s support
of women and signals a broader
commitment to protect women’s
health and to advance gender equality in the United States and around
the world.
“All women everywhere must
have control over our bodies, our
decisions and our lives,” Mayor
Lindsey Horvath said. “The
Trump-era reinstatement of the
Mexico City Policy had a devastating impact on women. In fact, it
actually served to increase unintended pregnancies by reducing
access to contraception. The Biden
administration’s action to rescind
the policy is outstanding news for
women, girls and transgender people, all of whom may face reproductive health risks, and this will
lay the groundwork again for positive changes to reproductive health
and rights around the world. We
must, however, remain vigilant in
continuing to guard a woman’s
right to reproductive freedom.
Today, we’re still seeing harmful
forces at work at the federal level
and in state legislatures that aim to
restrict women’s health and outlaw

abortions. We will not sit by and
we will not back down. The city of
West Hollywood will continue to
fight for women to be treated with
respect and for dignified health
care for all. Anything less is unacceptable.”
The Trump administration first
issued its presidential memorandum regarding the Mexico City
Policy in January 2017. West
Hollywood responded in February
2017 by approving a resolution as
part of a broader response to a
series of Trump-era executive
actions that “undermine the rights
of minority groups and to reverse
course on progressive policies”
including the reinstatement of the
Mexico City Policy, to prohibit the
city from doing business with businesses providing financial or other
benefits to the president of the
United States.
In May 2019, the city of West
Hollywood became the first city in
the nation to take action against
states that passed extreme antichoice legislation by passing a resolution to enact financial sanctions,
and the city and pro-choice organizations stood together on a National
Day of Action to #StopTheBans
those states had enacted.
West Hollywood was the first
city in the nation, in 1993, to
declare itself pro-choice. More than
two decades later, West Hollywood
continues its efforts to vigorously
defend women’s reproductive
rights and access to health care.
For information, contact Hernán
Molina, West Hollywood’s governmental affairs liaison, at (323)8486364 or at hmolina@weho.org.

fold, not only because of her dual
transplant in 2020, but because of
the first heart she received in 2005.
Her first heart transplant happened
only days before her birthday.
“Both transplants are so similar,”
said Baugh. “But the backdrop of
coronavirus is obviously different.”
Baugh’s longtime cardiologist,
Dr. Jon Kobashigawa, director of
the Heart Transplant Program,
understands the stress many
patients have endured throughout
the pandemic as they waited for
their lifesaving transplant.
“The large number of lives saved
by our Heart Transplant Program is
in the shadow of the COVID-19
pandemic, which has resulted in an
inordinate number of deaths, has
disrupted families and waged economic hardship throughout the
country,” Kobashigawa said. “Our
achievement is only a small silver
lining to this catastrophic pandemic.”
Despite the challenges 2020
brought, the Smidt Heart Institute
had a milestone year.
From launching a clinic to treat
heart damage in COVID-19 survivors and creating a new center to
predict and prevent sudden cardiac
arrest, to performing an open-heart

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

Heart surgeon Dr. Fardad Esmailian is the surgical director of the Heart
Transplant Program in the Smidt Heart Institute.

surgery that got one teenager back
to surfing waves, Cedars-Sinai has
remained at the forefront of
research while offering patients the

by Cantor Estherleon
Estherleon.com

best in heart care.
Cedars-Sinai is located at 8700
Beverly Blvd. For information, visit
cedars-sinai.org.
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Patients helped with lingering effects of COVID-19
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The hospital will use the donation to expand cognitive, emotional
and behavioral health services.

Anonymous $25 million gift
benefits CHLA’s programs
An anonymous donor has given
$25 million to Children’s Hospital
Los Angeles to support the cognitive, emotional and behavioral
health needs of patients.
“On behalf of the vulnerable
patients who come to Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles for care, I
am incredibly grateful for this
transformational gift,” CHLA
President and CEO Paul S.
Viviano said. “This support will
help us extend behavioral health
services to every child that we
treat, and in doing so truly make a
difference in the lives of our most
vulnerable patients now and in
the future.”
Children with complex and
chronic health conditions often

demonstrate an increased need
for behavioral health interventions to support overall wellbeing and better health outcomes,
hospital officials said.
The anonymous gift will
enable CHLA to expand access to
cognitive, emotional and behavioral health services; expand
proactive screening and intervention; and implement behavioral
health training and education for
providers at CHLA and in the
CHLA Care Network. It will also
allow the hospital to leverage
technology and research to
improve access and efficiency,
and implement new outpatient
programs. For information, visit
chla.org.

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center has
launched a COVID-19 Recovery
Program to meet the needs of a
growing number of patients who
experience lingering symptoms
weeks and months after physicians
determine they are virus-free.
In the multidisciplinary program,
patients receive a comprehensive
in-person evaluation with an expert
in infectious diseases or pulmonary
medicine who can refer them to a
network of specialists including
cardiologists, pulmonologists, neurologists and psychiatrists. Patients
also can gain access to clinical
research trials and contribute to a
deeper understanding of the longterm health effects of COVID-19.
While some people recover from
COVID-19 without any noticeable
issues, many experience continuous, ongoing symptoms such as
shortness of breath, dizziness,
headaches, fatigue, brain fog, anxiety, depression and loss of taste or
smell.
With Southern California’s
recent surge of COVID-19 infections, medical experts believe the
COVID-19 Recovery Program is
urgently needed.
“Given the sheer number of people worldwide who have had
COVID-19 – more than 90 million
– if even 1% experience symptoms
beyond three months, that is a huge
number of patients who need help,”
said program co-director Dr.
Catherine Le, an infectious disease
specialist with Cedars-Sinai
Medical Group. “For some patients,
we are the first physicians they’ve

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

Patients who have recovered from COVID-19 but are experiencing persistent symptoms can be enrolled in the new program.

seen in person since their diagnosis.
Even if we don’t have all the
answers right now, it puts many of
our patients at ease to speak with an
expert and get a complete evaluation.”
In addition to its network of specialists, the COVID-19 Recovery
Program works closely with the
Cedars-Sinai
Smidt
Heart
Institute’s
Post-COVID-19
Cardiology Program, which enrolls
patients who have been diagnosed
with a heart issue associated with
post-COVID-19 recovery. The program will also coordinate with
Cedars-Sinai Department of
Medicine’s Post-ICU Clinic, which
focuses on respiratory and neurological problems that develop in
some intensive care unit patients

after they are discharged.
Patients must be referred by a
physician for treatment in the program and must have had COVID19, confirmed by a positive test
result, and still be experiencing persistent symptoms.
“By seeking care in our program,
patients also can benefit from our
close collaboration with CedarsSinai investigators conducting a
variety of clinical trials. As the scientific community learns more
about the effects of COVID-19, we
can notify our patients when relevant treatments become available,”
Cedars-Sinai Medical Network
Chief Medical Officer Dr. Caroline
Goldzweig said. For information,
visit cedars-sinai.org or speak to a
physician about a referral.

A Romantic Valentine’s Affair!
Served All Day Thurday, Feb. 11 through Sunday, Feb. 14

Choice of:
Wild “Love” Salad of mixed greens,
cranberries, sugared walnuts drizzled with
Pomegranate Vinaigrette
OR
Soup du Jour
™™™™™
A Duo of Petit Steak &
Orange Glazed Salmon
served with Baked Potato & Vegetables
™™™™™
Slice of Du-par’s Love Pie
™™™™™

Pre-Order Your
Love Me Tender Dinners
& Whole Love Pies today!

Open Everyday
7 am-6 pm
Order Direct or from
Chow Now • Postmates
DoorDash • Uber Eats

™ Valentine’s Dinner $29.95
Dinner for 2 $49.95 ™
includes surprise Rose!
Child’s Plate $17.95

(choice of chicken strips, fish or steak,
sides not included)

Patio Dining
Now Open!
In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447 frances@dupars-psr.com

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

10 February 4, 2021

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

Metro continues subway progress in February

Work will continue in February
on the first two stages of the Purple
Line Extension subway project
along Wilshire Boulevard from
Century City to Wilshire/Western.
In Century City, crews are
launching twin tunneling machines,
and due to unforeseen circumstances, approval is being sought
for a three-month extension of a full
closure of the launch box at
Century Park East. If approved by
the city of Los Angeles,
Constellation Boulevard may
remain fully closed to traffic
between Century Park East and a
private driveway on the south side
of Constellation Boulevard until
May 24. Pedestrian access on
Constellation Boulevard will
remain open.
Constellation Boulevard remains
closed west of Avenue of the Stars
through April 4 to facilitate the
completion of piling and decking.
Vehicles will not be permitted onto
Constellation Boulevard west of
Avenue of the Stars to Solar Way.
There will also be a partial lane closure in place on Constellation
Boulevard east of Avenue of the
Stars on weekdays through April 4.
In Beverly Hills, excavation continues at the future Wilshire/Rodeo
subway station. No work will occur
on Monday, Feb. 15, in observance
of Presidents’ Day.
Crews have reached approximately 85 feet in depth toward the
goal of reaching a final depth of
100 feet by the end of the first quarter of 2021. New hauling hours for
removing soil will necessitate inter-

mittent lane closures on Wilshire
Boulevard between El Camino and
Crescent drives.
As excavation nears completion,
construction of the underground
station will enter a new phase.
More materials and equipment will
be brought to the site as station construction continues through 2024.
Ongoing ground monitoring is
also occurring in the tunnel alignment
and
around
the
Wilshire/Rodeo station. Work
hours are weekdays from 7 a.m. to
4 p.m. and weekends from 8 a.m. to
7 p.m. for work on Wilshire
Boulevard, and weekdays from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. in the neighborhoods
surrounding Wilshire Boulevard.
Station construction, material
deliveries, instrumentation and
concrete pouring continue at the
Wilshire/La Cienega station box.
Ongoing concrete and material
deliveries to the Wilshire/La
Cienega station box are anticipated
to continue this week. Work will be
conducted
from
Wilshire
Boulevard and within the Gale
staging yard from 3 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Eastbound Wilshire Boulevard
may be intermittently reduced to
one lane from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
8 p.m. to 7 a.m., as needed. The closure may also be implemented on
Saturdays from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Additional intermittent lane reductions, turn restrictions and sidewalk
closures may be in place. Gale
Drive will be intermittently closed
at Wilshire Boulevard to support
construction in the Gale staging
yard. Work hours are 4 a.m. to 6

p.m., Monday through Saturday.
Access to Gale Drive will be maintained from San Vicente Boulevard.
The K-rail work zone in the intersection of Wilshire and San Vicente
boulevards is anticipated to be in
place through March. Eastbound
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced
to a single lane between Tower
Drive and San Vicente Boulevard,
and westbound Wilshire Boulevard
will be reduced to a single lane
between La Jolla Avenue and San
Vicente Boulevard.
Station construction, hauling and
concrete pouring also continue near
Wilshire/Fairfax. Work hours in the
Ogden staging yard have increased
to 24 hours, six to seven days a
week for approximately the next
two months. To protect workers in
the tunnels, the temporary ventilation system will run full speed 24
hours. The period of increased
work supports tunneling under the
Wilshire/San Vicente intersection.
Through next August, Wilshire
Boulevard will also be reduced to
two lanes in each direction between
San Diego Way and Spaulding
Avenue. Ogden Drive will be
closed intermittently at Wilshire
Boulevard. Orange Grove Avenue
remains closed south of Wilshire
Boulevard until January 2022.
Hauling, deliveries and tunneling
support are ongoing in construction
staging yards near Wilshire/La
Brea, and from a K-rail enclosure at
Wilshire Boulevard and Orange
Drive. Through Saturday, Feb. 27,
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced
to two lanes in each direction
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Crews have reached an average depth of 85 feet at the future
Wilshire/Rodeo subway station, with a goal of reaching 100 feet by the
end of the first quarter of 2021.

between Detroit and June streets.
Orange Drive will remain closed
north of Wilshire Boulevard.
Intermittent lane closures on
Wilshire Boulevard and side streets
between Highland Avenue and
Detroit Street may be in place to
support construction from 6 a.m. to
4 p.m., Monday through Friday.
At Wilshire and Rimpau boulevards, a work zone on the west side
of the intersection of is anticipated
to be in place through March 2022.
Wilshire Boulevard has been
reduced to two lanes in each direction between June Street and
Muirfield Road. Concrete and
material deliveries are anticipated
to continue at the site. Wilshire
Boulevard may be intermittently
reduced to a single lane in each
direction to support ongoing concrete pours in the enclosure.
A K-rail enclosure at Wilshire
and Plymouth boulevards will be in
place for approximately one year.

Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced
to two lanes in each direction
between Windsor and Plymouth
boulevards. Concrete and material
deliveries are anticipated to continue through at least the end of
February.
Tunneling support continues in a
staging yard at Wilshire Boulevard
and Manhattan Place, near the current end of the Purple Line at
Wilshire/Western. Support for cross
passage excavation will continue
24 hours. Northbound Manhattan
Place will be intermittently closed
just north of Wilshire Boulevard
from 4 a.m. to midnight, Monday
through Friday, and 8 a.m. to 11
p.m., Saturday and Sunday.
Intermittent single lane closures on
Wilshire Boulevard may be necessary between Western Avenue and
Manhattan Place.
For questions and concerns, call
the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
URGENCY AND REGULAR ORDINANCES ESTABLISHING
PREMIUM PAY AND ASSOCIATED LABOR PROTECTIONS
FOR GROCERY WORKERS WORKING IN WEST HOLLYWOOD
rendering courtesy of Metro

The Westwood/UCLA station on the Purple Line Extension will be located in a building designed by architect Paul Revere Williams and will
retain some of the original features.

Subway station to pay tribute
to Paul Revere Williams
Metro is celebrating architect
Paul Revere Williams (1894-1980),
a leading practitioner of mid-century modern design in Southern
California, during February in
observance of Black History
Month.
Metro’s Purple Line Extension,
also known as the D Line, has a
unique connection to one of
William’s last commissioned
works: the Linde Medical Center at
the northeast corner of Wilshire
Boulevard and Gayley Avenue in
Westwood. The Linde Medical
Center, now the Westwood
Medical Plaza, will be a future
entrance for the Purple Line
Extension’s Westwood/UCLA subway station.
The 12-story Linde Medical
Center has undergone many
changes since it was built in 1962,
but has retained historic elements
of William’s original design,
including the original pipe column

balustrade next to the roof and portions of the original handrails.
Metro consulted with the
California Office of Historic
Preservation and other agencies to
minimize the adverse effects of
construction on the medical center’s historic features. Although
decisions
regarding
the
Westwood/UCLA station’s final
design are pending, plans include
retaining some of the Linde
Medical Center’s original character-defining features such as the
building’s box-like form, the canted
balustrade and black granite base.
In 1923, Williams became the
first Black architect to become a
member of the American Institute
of Architects. He was inducted in
1957 as the AIA’s first Black fellow
and he was posthumously awarded
AIA’s 2017 Gold Medal. Williams
retired from practice in 1973 and
died in 1980 at the age of 85.
For information, visit metro.net.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a public hearing on TUESDAY, February 16, 2021, to hear anyone wishing to speak regarding proposed urgency and regular ordinances to establish premium pay and
associated labor protections for grocery workers working in West Hollywood.
The City Council will consider adopting an urgency ordinance to establish an immediate requirement for grocery stores to provide premium pay to grocery store
workers working in West Hollywood.
The public hearing will be held at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible via
teleconference.
The meeting access information will be available at
https://www.weho.org/city-government/city-council/council-agendas.
A copy of the proposed ordinance will be available with the online City Council
Agenda
Packet,
beginning
February
10,
2021.
Please
visit
https://www.weho.org/city-government/city-council/council-agendas to view the
February 16, 2021 City Council Agenda Packet.
For further information please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (323) 848-6409.
BY ORDER of the City of West Hollywood,
Melissa Crowder, Acting City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-8486826.
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D.A. appoints former LAPD assistant chief

Los Angeles County District
Attorney George Gascón administered the oath of office on Feb. 1 to
Robert Arcos, who will serve as
chief of the Bureau of
Investigation, the fourth-largest law
enforcement agency in Los Angeles
County.
Arcos, who previously served as
an assistant chief of the Los
Angeles Police Department, has
more than 30 years of policing
experience.
“Bobby Arcos brings a depth of
law enforcement experience and
compassion to the District
Attorney’s Office,” Gascón said. “I
am proud that Bobby has agreed to
join my executive management
team and will help me fulfill my
promises to voters that we will protect our community by preventing
crime, reducing recidivism and
restoring victims. Together, with
other members of the team, we will
rely on data, science and research to
guide this office into the future.”
Most recently, Arcos served as
the director of LAPD’s Office of

Operations. He joined the department in 1988 and is a reformedminded leader who has worked tirelessly to address homelessness,
substance abuse and mental health
issues, and the concerns of immigrant communities, Gascón said.
He has created lasting relationships
with neighborhood advocates, nonprofit organizations, the business
community and civic leaders. Arcos
strengthened restorative justice systems and implemented new
processes to more effectively use
technology and departmental
resources, Gascón said added.
Arcos will lead the nearly 300
sworn peace officers assigned to the
Bureau of Investigation, which supports the investigative work of the
office’s approximately 1,000
deputy district attorneys. In addition to Arcos, Gascón’s executive
management team includes Interim
Chief Deputy District Attorney
Joseph Iniguez, Chief of Staff
Victoria
Adams,
Chief
Administrative Officer Dorinne
Jordan, Assistant District Attorney

Metro’s board of directors
welcomes Mitchell, Sandoval
The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority has welcomed two new
members to its board of directors.
Los Angeles County Supervisor
Holly J. Mitchell, 2nd District, and
Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval
joined the board at its first regular
meeting of 2021 on Jan. 28.
Mitchell replaces former Supervisor
Mark Ridley-Thomas, who was
elected to the Los Angeles City
Council and currently serves the
10th district. Sandoval replaces
Duarte Councilman John Fasana,
who retired at the end of 2020.
“Metro provides more than just a
way to move around our city, it’s a
tool for opportunity, a lifeline during
our most difficult days and a vehicle
for a better quality of life,” Metro
Board Chair and Los Angeles Mayor
Eric Garcetti said. “Directors Fasana

and Ridley-Thomas have been instrumental in helping Metro deliver equity, possibility, connection and prosperity to our residents, and I know
that incoming directors Mitchell and
Sandoval will drive us to realize our
promises of lower emissions, less
congestion and a more sustainable
future for our region.”
The two new members join
Garcetti and other current board
members, including L.A.County
Supervisors Kathryn Barger, Janice
Hahn, Hilda Solis and Sheila Kuehl;
L.A. City Councilmen Mike Bonin
and Paul Krekorian; Inglewood
Mayor James Butts; Los Angeles
Mayor-appointee Jacquelyn DupontWalker; Long Beach Mayor Robert
Garcia; Glendale City Council member Ara Najarian; and Caltrans
District 7 Director Tony Tavares. For
information, visit metro.net.

Job fair seeks security guard
applicants for vaccination sites
Allied Universal, a security and
facility services company, is seeking to hire 750-plus security professionals in Southern California to
safeguard vaccination sites. The
company is hosting drive-up hiring
events on Feb. 4 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. in the parking lot at Fairplex
Pomona, Gate 17; and on Feb. 5
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in a parking
lot at 1919 Empire Ave., in
Burbank.
Allied Universal uses a virtual
interview process in which applicants can complete the company’s

online application from home thorough video interviewing technology.
“We are recruiting for all shifts
for all levels of experience,” said
Julie De La Mora, director of
recruiting for the southwest region
for Allied Universal.
Pay ranges from $14-$28 hourly,
depending on experience and sitespecific requirements. Full-time
employees receive medical and
dental coverage, life insurance,
retirement funds, holidays and
more.
To apply, visit jobs.aus.com.

WeHo resumes parking enforcement
The city of West Hollywood has
resumed enforcement of permit
parking regulations on all residential streets, as well as street sweeping enforcement and morning and
evening peak hour enforcement on
Fountain Avenue.
Additionally, visitor permits will
no longer be available at the West

Hollywood Sheriff’s Station.
Visitor permits may be acquired at
the Kings Road Parking Garage or
online through the city’s permit-byplate self-service portal.
For information, call the West
Hollywood Parking Violations
Bureau at (800)687-2458, or visit
weho.org/parking.

for Line Operations James
Garrison,
Community
and
Government Affairs Liaison Mario
Trujillo, and special advisors Diana
Teran, Alisa Blair and Alex Bastian.
Iniguez serves as second-in-command and assists in directing and
managing the daily activities and
operations of the office.
For information, visit da.lacounty.gov.

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office

Los Angeles County District Attorney George Gascón administered the
oath of office to Robert Arcos, who will oversee the Bureau of Investigation.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission
will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

Citywide, West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

Zone text amendment to modify solid waste driveway
grade requirements to align with general allowable
driveway grade slopes, citywide, West Hollywood, California.

PERMIT(S):

Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, February 18, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.
Given the local, state and nation state of emergency,
this meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with
detailed instructions for participation included on the
posted agenda).

ZONES:

All zones, Citywide

ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS: Categorically exempt from the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section §15061 (Review for Exemption).
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and state of emergency, City Hall is currently closed. The staff report will be available on Thursday, February 11,
2021 on-line at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only
those issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in
this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood
Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department
at, or prior to, the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer
for the hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to
the Office of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the
meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing
to express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER
INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Rachel Dimond, AICP, Acting Long
Range Planning Manager in the Planning & Development Services Department
at (323) 848-6475; or via email at: rdimond@weho.org
Yvonne Quarker, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-8486826.
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

Umami Burger’s
Game Day feast

N

ow open for outdoor dining,
Umami Burger is offering an
Ultimate Game Day feast for $40.
Receive two double cheeseburgers,
two barbecue bacon burgers, cheesy
tots, thin fries, sweet potato fries
and onion rings. Order this special
package for delivery or pickup
through Feb. 7. Go to umamiburger.com for locations. 189 The Grove
Drive, (323)954-8626.

Sam’s Big Game
spread

S

am’s Crispy Chicken located at
Umami Burger offers a $35
Game Day package that includes
one Sam’s Crispy Chicken, one
Original Sam’s Crispy Chicken
Sandwich, one the Classic sandwich, one Sam’s Chicken and
Waffle sandwich, three waffle fries,

12 chicken tenders, two Texas
toasts, 10 pickles and two classic
sauces. Order for delivery and pickup through Feb. 7. 189 The Grove
Drive, Suite C-10, samscrispychicken.com, (323)954-8626.

Melrose Bite Super
Bowl at home

T

he kosher-certified, veganbased restaurant offers some
vegetarian and pescatarian options.
Start with a breakfast burrito or
order a burger on a homemade
challah bun made fresh daily. It’s
topped with an Impossible patty
that is flavored with a secret spice.
Menu items include a variety of
sandwiches, salads and wraps.
Delivery is available via DoorDash,
Postmates, Grubhub and Uber Eats.
Or try drone delivery and receive
your order within five minutes.
Open Sunday through Friday from
11 a.m. Closed Saturday. 7801
Melrose Ave., (323)951-9573, melrosebite.com.

For a “Super Bowl”
of Chili

Madre’s Super Bowl
package

F

eed four people while watching
the big game, starting with
chips, guacamole, salsa and mole.
Next, try the Cocktelito made with
shrimp, octopus, cilantro, onions,
avocado, tomato and salsa de chile
seco. Modifications are allowed on
eight premium tacos with a choice
of asada, carnitas, cauliflower or
chicken. The kit also comes with
eight
margaritas
or
eight
micheladas for $125. Place your
order in advance or the day of the
Super Bowl via Chow Now, Tock
or by calling the restaurant. 801 N.
Fairfax Ave., #101, (323)850-8518.

BOA Super Bowl
DIY dinner kits

B

OA Steakhouse is preparing
the ultimate fried chicken
crisped to golden perfection to feed
up to four people for $38. BOA also
offers a barbecue Wagyu burger
basket that serves eight and
includes three pounds of vacuumsealed ground Wagyu meat, eight
buns, lettuce, tomatoes, onion and

pickles. Select a BOA DIY dinnerfor-two kit offering a choice of
salad, two uncooked entrees, choice
of two sides and BOA’s famous
chocolate chip cookies. Follow the
instructions on how to prepare your
entrees, reheat your sides and bake
your cookies at home. Cocktails
and sides are available to add to
your order. 9100 Sunset Blvd.,
(310)278-2050; 101 Santa Monica
Blvd., (310)899-4466.

Lucques Catering
Super Bowl LV

S

tart with a hearty steakhouse
dinner for two featuring a 32ounce grilled ribeye steak with hash
brown potatoes, charred young
broccoli, caramelized onions and
Suzanne’s steak sauce. They are
also making a barbecue brisket
platter that feeds up to six people
and comes with brioche buns,
coleslaw and baked beans. Snacks
and grazing favorites to eat while
watching the game include
Suzanne’s signature Too-Hot-To
Handle spicy wings with housemade ranch and cucumber relish,
pigs in a blanket with spicy mustard, deviled eggs with crème

Holy Cow Super
Bowl packs

N

ow open for outdoor dining,
Holy Cow is offering meals for
takeout or delivery before watching
the big game at home. Enjoy over
two pounds of mac and cheese or
one pound of Frito Pie for $19.95
each. They are offering a six pack of
pulled pork sliders with six rolls,
pulled pork, slaw, Carolina sauce
and pickles; a six pack of chicken

FEBRUARY PIE OF
O THE MONTH

Chocolate Straw
wberryy Love Pie

Coarse Ground Blend
$5.98/lb.
plain or seasoned for chili
with this ad only!
Prices good through 2/10/2021
6333 W. Third St.
Farmers Market • 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com

Family Owned at the
Farmers Market
for 80 Years

fraîche and chives, shrimp cocktail
with horseradish, and market crudités. An array of Super Bowl
sweets includes an assortment of
chocolate brownies, espresso
chocolate crinkle cookies, Big
Dave’s eggnog snickerdoodles,
caramel-pecan bars, chewy oatmeal
sandwich cookies and Fig Newton
shortbread. Super Bowl cocktails
and wines curated by Caroline
Styne are available for takeout and
delivery. Order exclusively through
Tock at exploretock.com/lucquescatering for curbside pickup on
Feb. 7 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Delivery is also available with
DoorDash. 345 N. Maple Drive,
(310)800-1789.

In the Original Farmers Marke
et
3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446
(323) 933-8447
frances@dupars-psr.com
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nugget sliders with rolls, 12
nuggets, slaw, Alabama white sauce
and pickles; and a pulled chicken
slider with Q sauce for $19.95 each.
The brisket slider pack is $24.95.
Add chocolate chip cookies or salted fudge brownies. 4130 Sepulveda
Blvd., (424)298-8220; 10645 W.
Pico Blvd., (310)622-1081; and 264
26th St., (310)883-6269.

Baltaire viewing-athome dinner

C

hef Travis Strickland kicks off
Super Bowl Sunday with a
feast for your at-home football
party. The Brentwood-based restaurant offers a whole roasted Mary’s
chicken dinner with Lebanese
tomato salad, along with items to
grill at home including the
butchered burger and center cut
filets with Baltaire’s signature steak
sauce and seasoning. Super Bowl
packages are for four people. Flint
by Baltaire-inspired platter options
include a mezze platter, burrata and
prosciutto platter, wood-grilled
lamb chop platter and the spicy
lamb meatball platter. Guests can
sweeten the meal with burnt
Basque cheesecake or bourbon
bread pudding for dessert. There
are also a variety of wine bottle
packages. Orders must be placed
today, Feb. 4, at 4 p.m., with pickup
available between 11 a.m. and 3
p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 7. 11647 San
Vicente Blvd., (424)273-1660

offering an elevated Super Bowl
pack that feeds four people for
$120. The heat-and-eat bundle
includes crab, cheese and spinach
sourdough dip bowl; pickledhabanero-glazed wings with blue
cheese dressing and crudite; soft
pretzels with whole grain mustard;
and an eight-pack of assorted mini
cookies. Purchase an assortment of
beers, wines and in-house canned
cocktails or add on a growler or Del
Rey cocktail. Call to preorder
today, Feb. 4, or go online
playaprovisions.com. 119 Culver
Blvd., (310)683-5019.

Buddy Special at
the Front Yard

O

n Sunday, Feb. 7, watch the
Kansas City Chiefs take on the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers at home
with Chef Larry’s Buddy Special.
Receive eight chili lime wings, a
large side of adobe fries and choice
of two burgers made with ground
short rib. Choices include the
mushroom burger, blue cheese
burger, the SoCal burger with white
cheddar cheese, or the royale with
cheese and a secret sauce. You will
also receive two double chocolate
chip cookies and a choice of a fourpack from Paperback Brewing for
$55. This special is available for
pickup only from Feb. 5 to 7 from
11:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 4222
Vineland Ave., (818)255-7285.

Sol Mexican Cocina
Playa Provisions
taco party packs
Super Bowl bundles
njoy Sol Mexican Cocina is

C

hef Brooke Williamson and
husband Nick Roberts are

E

making six street tacos with the
choice of two proteins of either

SUPERBOWL
L
FEB 7!!!
Stock up on party goods now!

We ™
Vaa le n t i ne’’ss Daay !
V

Balloons, banners, party ffaavors, paper goods,
wrapping, bows, and sweets ffo
or you
ur sweet!

Celebrate the
Ye
Y
ear of the Ox!
Get all yo
our party
supplies here ffo
or

Chin
nese
New Ye
Year
202
21!
10% off all merchandise
in the storewith this coupon
n!

discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery exxcluded

5969 Melrose A
Avve. (corner of Wilcox) • (323)4
467-7124

grilled chicken, carnitas or black
bean sweet potato. This party pack
also comes with two sides of naked
guacamole and TJ chicken Caesar
salad, as well as a 750-milliliter
bottle of Sol’s famed House
Margarita (serves five to six margaritas) for $65. 12775 Millennium
Drive, Playa Vista, (424)289-0066.

Dog Haus all-day
happy hour

S

top by your preferred location
on Sunday, Feb. 7, to indulge in
their all-day happy hour promotion
and enjoy their new wing and slider
party packs. Receive a 30-pack of
wings made three ways: Haus
Wings, Haus BBQ and Chipotle
Honey Wings. They also make a
24-pack of sliders made three ways:
pastrami,
cheeseburger
and
Impossible burger. It’s only available at select Dog Haus locations.
Visit Dog Haus to place your order
for pickup doghaus.com. 3817 W.
Olive Ave., (818)566-4287.

Langer’s Deli Super
Bowl Sandwiches

O

rder pastrami and corned beef
sandwich kits to make your
own Super Bowl sandwiches.
Receive a loaf of rye bread to make
at least four sandwiches, plus a
pound each of pastrami and corned
beef. Plan ahead to pick up your
order on Saturday, Feb. 6, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. They will bring your
order out to your car at your
planned pickup time. Plan at least
60 minutes ahead. Langersdeli.com
704 S. Alvarado St., (213)4838050.

Akasha’s Super Bowl 51 to-go

photo courtesy of Akasha

S

nacks, chips and dips, wings, fried chicken, sliders, and mac and
cheese are all available on Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 6 and 7.
Chef/owner Akasha Richmond and partner Alan Schulman are also offering Super Bowl cocktails that include Touchdown made with Cara Cara
orange cocktail-infused vodka; the Game Day Pimm’s made with vermouth, gin and Grand Marnier; and the 50-Yard-Line Margarita made
with grapefruit and guava-infused tequila, blood orange juice, agave and
lime. Each batched cocktail serves up to three and is priced at $25. Be sure
to order a cookie box for dessert. All orders come in packaging with
assembly and reheating instructions. Place your order today by 5 p.m., for
pick up on Saturday, Feb. 6, and Sunday, Feb. 7. Delivery is also available
from DoorDash. Go to akasharestaurant.com. 9543 Culver Blvd.,
(310)845-1700.

Hermanito big game El Torito’s fajitas
day package
and margaritas

F

eed up to three people with
Hermanito’s meal package that
includes ceviche, nachos, chicken
wings, a taco kit and tres leches cake.
Order in advance or the day of the
game for $99 a kit. Add a bottle of
Illegal Mezcal plus margarita mix for
$50. Open Thursday through Sunday
from 5 to 9 p.m. barhermanito.com.
2024 Sawtelle Blvd., (424)465-9029.

S

tart with a choice of chicken or
steak fajitas, served with refried
beans or frijoles de la olla, corn or
flour tortillas, rice and chips and
salsa. The $60 party pack comes
with a pitcher of house margarita,
which customers can upgrade to a
Cadillac margarita for $5 more.
13715 Fiji Way, Marina del Rey,
(310)823-8941.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Jan. 23 and Jan. 30. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

Jan. 24

Jan. 24

At 1:41 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 9700
block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7500 block of
Lexington at 7:55 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of N.
Canon at 9 p.m.

At 10:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
8500 block of Melrose.

Jan. 26

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7800 block of Santa
Monica at 5:25 p.m.

At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 200
block of Elm.

Jan. 25

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6700
block of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of
Crenshaw and Wilshire at 9 a.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1000 block of N. La Brea
at 12:32 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8300 block of
Wilshire at 6:30 p.m.

At 9:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Crenshaw and Wilshire.

At 2:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Wilshire and San Vicente.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 700
block of S. Cochran.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8400 block of
Third at 1:35 p.m.

A petty theft was reported in the
6600 block of Fifth at 5 p.m.

Jan. 24

At 1:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of S. La Brea.

At 1:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1800
block of N. Fuller.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of N.
Stanley at 3:49 a.m.
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 8500
block of Burton.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6000 block of
Melrose at 6:15 a.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7300 block of Melrose at
1:50 p.m.
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Hollywood and Vine.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
N. Curson at 8:10 p.m.
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of Arnaz.

At 10:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft near
the corner of Third and Fairfax.

Jan. 26

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1200 block of
Vine at 10:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5900 block of
Franklin at 1:08 a.m.

At noon, an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked in the
800 block of S. Sycamore.

At 4:25 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
200 block of N. Saint Andrews.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6100 block of Wilshire
at 7:55 a.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Camden
and Park at 12:22 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 9000 block of
Sunset at 1:40 p.m.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
9500 block of Brighton.

At 8 :34 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8700
block of Rosewood.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 400 block of N.
Rexford at 8:20 a.m.

Jan. 26

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8100 block of
Beverly at 2 p.m.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7700 block of Romaine.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Romaine and La Brea.

At 10:30 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
600 block of S. Cochran.

Jan. 27

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8000 block of
Hemet at 4 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6300 block of
Sixth at 2 p.m.

At 4:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7500
block of Melrose.

At 3:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Bonita Terrace and
Pinehurst.

Jan. 27
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Rexford and Gregory at 7:40 a.m.
At 12:45 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 500 block of N. Arden.

Jan. 28

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8600 block of Santa
Monica at 4:45 a.m.
At 11:20 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 1200 block of Larrabee.

Jan. 28

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1500 block of
Vine at 5 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8700 block of Santa
Monica at 1:21 a.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1400
block of S. Robertson.

At 2:17 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 800
block of Huntley.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 3900 block of
Seventh at 6 p.m.

Jan. 29

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8400 block of Santa
Monica at 12:30 p.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8100
block of Beverly.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of S.
Linden at 3:19 a.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
theft in the 900 block of S. Fairfax
at 6:36 p.m.

At 7:09 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 100
block of Hamel.

Jan. 29

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Selma and Las Palmas.

At 4:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 9600
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
Whittier at 5 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of Reeves.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of N.
Camden at 1:41 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 600
block of N. Camden.
A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Olympic and Reeves at 9:55
p.m.

At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
800 block of N. West Knoll.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Huntley and Rosewood at 9 a.m.

Los Angeles Police
Department
Jan. 23

Jan. 30

At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1700
block of Camino Palmero.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 9400 block of
Olympic at 1:36 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6200 block of
Third at 8 a.m.

At 3 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 200 block of
Rexford.

At 12:15 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
800 block of N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of N.
Swall at 8 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6100 block of
Hollywood at 3:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5400 block of
Monroe at 7 p.m.
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Fairfax and Third.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 500 block of S.
Orange Grove at 8 p.m.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1900 block of
Whitley at 9:30 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary near the corner of McCadden and Selma.

Jan. 27

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 600 block of S.
Detroit at 9 p.m.

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8400 block
of Beverly.

At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 500 block
of S. Fuller.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6600 block of Wilshire at
5 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Gregory and Hamilton at 10:45
p.m.

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6200 block of Yucca.

Jan. 25
At 5:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Chalmers and
Shenandoah.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7900 block of
Melrose at 6:40 a.m.
At 7:05 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident in the 7100 block of
Hawthorn.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8700 block of
Third at 9:25 a.m.
At 11:36 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
400 block of S. Lucerne.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1700 block of N.
Highland at noon.
At noon, an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1800 block of N. Harvard.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 700
block of N. Sweetzer.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5600 block of
Eighth at 6:15 p.m.
At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 100
block of The Grove.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8700 block of Olympic
at 6:30 p.m.
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Tamarind and Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1700 block of N.
Cherokee at 9:40 p.m.
At 11 p.m., an arson fire was
reported near the corner of
Hollywood and Whitley.
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Watch the gray
whale migration
with Island Packers
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Celebrate furry friends during
Beverly Hills Doggy Daze online

The city of Beverly Hills Community Services Department has
announced its first “Beverly Hills Doggy Daze 90210” virtual event, available by visiting beverlyhills.org/doggydaze90210.
Formally known as “Woofstock 90210,” the new event is a reimagining
of the city’s annual pet extravaganza at Roxbury Park. It includes pet adoptions, an interactive photo booth, how-to videos and a pet photo gallery
with over 600 submissions. Vote online for the “top dog” through midnight
on Feb. 15.
New pet services, businesses and products from local merchants are featured, as are pet adoptions from local agencies and rescues. Participants can
receive advice from local veterinarians and view videos on training,
grooming, remedies for pet separation and healthy eating habits for dogs.
Bring a pet and enjoy a fun and creative interactive photo booth, available
online through midnight on Feb. 17.
The Doggy Daze photo contest in January generated over 600 submissions. In addition to the “top dog,” awards will be presented to second- and
third-place winners, along with honorable mentions in seven categories.
The winners will be announced online on Feb. 19, and a photo mosaic of
all the dog photos submitted will be posted.
For information, visit beverlyhills.org/doggydaze90210.
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Island Packers has reopened and
is offering daily departures to the
Channel Islands from Ventura
Harbor Village.
Enjoy a winter whale watch voyage and view Pacific gray whales
migrating through the Santa
Barbara Channel on their way from
feeding grounds in Alaska to breeding grounds in Baja California.
Pacific gray whales are normally
observed in the National Marine
Sanctuary near Anacapa and Santa
Cruz islands through the middle of
April. More than 20,000 Pacific
gray whales migrate 6,000 miles
twice a year.
Island Packers is reporting sightings of Humpback whales, fin
whales and occasionally, orcas.
Dolphins can be seen year-round.
The half-day winter whale watch
cruise provides views of the Ventura
coastline or the Channel Islands,
depending on where the whales
have been sighted. Winter whale
watch excursions are available
through mid-April from Ventura or
Channel Islands harbors departing
at 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Half-day
trips are $40 for adults, $36 for
seniors and $29 for children 3-12.
Children under 2 are admitted free.
Full-day trips with landings to
Anacapa and Santa Cruz Island are
also available year-round.
For safety and distancing, passenger loads are limited to under 50%
of capacity. Employees are health
screened before every shift and passengers will be given a health
inquiry before being allowed access
to the office and boats. Everyone is
required to wear a face covering on
board vessels.
For information, call (805)6421393, or visit Islandpackers.com.

photo courtesy of the A.F. Gilmore Company

Sidecar Doughnuts & Coffee has developed a devoted following for a
variety of specialty doughnuts.

Sidecar Doughnuts & Coffee revs
things up at Gilmore Station

The A.F. Gilmore Company, longtime owner of the Original Farmers
Market, has welcomed Sidecar Doughnuts & Coffee to the Gilmore Station
retail center on the northwest corner of Third Street and Fairfax Avenue.
Established in 2012, Sidecar Doughnuts & Coffee has developed a
devoted following among customers craving their hand-crafted doughnuts,
made fresh daily from scratch using the finest ingredients available. The
doughnuts are fried in small batches every hour, ensuring that each customer receives a fresh, warm doughnut. Classic flavors include huckleberry, butter and salt, and maple bacon, and a rotating monthly menu of seasonal flavors will be offered.
“Sidecar Doughnuts has built a terrific following with doughnut fans
thanks to their premium ingredients, small batch cooking process and
inventive approach to flavors,” A. F. Gilmore Company Executive Vice
President Stan Savage said. “They are a terrific addition to the offerings at
Gilmore Station and we know they’ll be warmly received by the local community and visitors seeking a delicious treat and a great cup of coffee.”
Sidecar Doughnuts & Coffee joins longtime Gilmore Station tenants
Trader Joe’s, Mendocino Farms and Paper Source. The new location marks
the company’s fifth opening and third location in L.A. County, in addition
to Santa Monica and Torrance.
Sidecar Doughnuts & Coffee is located at 175 S. Fairfax Ave. For information, call (323)818-3008, or visit sidecardoughnuts.com.
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Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills reopens dining destinations

photo courtesy of the Original Farmers Market

Farmers Market raises a glass to
welcome Rick’s Produce

The Original Farmers Market celebrated the grand opening of its newest
merchant Rick’s Produce on Jan. 29 on the south side of the market in stall
#126. Rick’s Produce offers seasonal and freshly-picked farm-fresh fruits
and vegetables. Operated by Rick Dominguez, center, much of the produce
is grown on his family farm in Fallbrook, California.
Dominguez was joined for a grand opening toast by Ilysha Buss, left,
director of marketing for the Farmers Market; his mother Isabel
Dominguez; Peter Hayden, development director for the A.F. Gilmore
Company, owner of the Farmers Market; Alejandro Verduzco, partner in
Rick’s Produce; Maritza Cerrato, marketing and tourism specialist for the
Farmers Market; and Farmers Market Manager Matthew Stayton.
In 2017, Dominguez opened his first storefront in Silver Lake.
Dominguez will offer seasonal and freshly-picked produce sustainably
grown without chemicals on his family farm, as well as produce from other
small local farms. Rick’s Produce market will also offer hand-made guacamole, salsas, smoothies, juices, acai bowls, jams, made-to-order sandwiches and more. Rick’s Produce will be open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
daily. Online orders for home delivery can be made by visiting the Original
Farmers Market’s page at mercato.com.
The Original Farmers Market is located at 6333 W. Third St. For information, visit farmersmarketla.com.
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Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills,
the award-winning luxury hotel in
the heart of Beverly Hills, welcomed guests back to its on-site
dining destinations on Jan. 30 with
added safety precautions in place.
Popular alfresco hot spot the
Rooftop by JG opened for outdoor
dining along with Waldorf Café by
La Colombe and Jean-Georges
Beverly Hills Patio.
Restaurants are capped at a
reduced capacity, including a maximum of six guests per table, to meet
current social distancing requirements. Sanitation stations are available throughout the hotel and
restaurants for guest use, and person-to-person contact is limited
through pay-at-table technology
and QR codes for menu viewing.
The five-star property utilizes
Emist electrostatic sprayers to disinfect, Pathosans – an environmentally responsible LEED and Green
Seal-approved cleaner and disinfectant – and Xenex UV Lightstrike
Robots that deliver up to 4,300
times more germicidal UV
pathogen-killing intensity than UVc mercury vapor.
The Rooftop by JG is seating
guests daily for lunch and dinner
from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. and for
weekend brunch on Saturdays and
Sundays beginning at 10 a.m. A full
à la carte menu is offered, and seating is available by reservation via
OpenTable.
Waldorf Café by La Colombe,
the newest offering at Waldorf
Astoria Beverly Hills, is open
Friday through Monday for breakfast from 6 to 11 a.m. The new pop-

photo courtesy of Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills

The Rooftop by JG is one of three Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills restaurants that have reopened for outdoor dining.

up café concept – outfitted in a custom, vintage 1967 Citroen Hy-Van
– is conveniently located at the
front of the hotel offering a full
range of specialty coffees from La
Colombe along with an à la carte
menu featuring light bites such as
vanilla chia bowls, smoked salmon
sesame bagels, breakfast wraps,
muffins and croissants. Menus can
be viewed via QR codes, and items
can be ordered to-go or can be
enjoyed at the tables and chairs
placed with social distancing and
Hilton CleanStay guidelines in
mind.
Jean-Georges Beverly Hills
offers an elevated dining experience with an eight-course tasting
menu available on the outdoor
patio. Beginning Feb. 5, the inti-

mate offering will be available from
Friday through Sunday between
5:30 p.m. and 10 p.m. The eightcourse tasting menu will change
monthly to showcase seasonal fare.
The tasting menu is $180-plus per
person, with an optional wine pairing available for $140-plus.
“Our team has worked tirelessly to
ready the dining outposts and prepare
an ultra-safe environment for locals
and travelers alike,” said Vanessa
Williams, general manager at
Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills. “I am
confident that opening restaurants to
offer outdoor dining, with proper
protocols in place, will breathe life
back into our community.”
For information, visit waldorfastoriabeverlyhills.com or call
(310)860-6565.
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‘The White Tiger’ illustrates the realities
of life and economic disparity in India

Classism in India often graces the
big screen, but few films do so with
the style and tonal diversity of
Netflix’s “The White Tiger.” What
begins as a gripping exploration of
castes and scheming melts into a
devastating tale that fractures the
big lie of individualism.
Balram Halwai (Adarsh Gourav)
no longer answers to any other masters. He once did, but found a way
out of an undesirable caste when he
resided in Laxmangarh in the
Rajasthan state of India. As a child,
he showed promise in school, but
dreams of ascending on merit were
snuffed out when his grandmother
forced him to permanently shelve
academics and work.
Much older, Balram concocts a

new scheme, never content to
marry and remain closely tied to his
poor family. He aggressively vies
for a job chauffeuring around the
family of The Stork (Mahesh
Manjrekar). He’s a crime lord who
pays off the Great Socialist
(Swaroop Sampat), a seemingly
heroic political figure, to avoid paying taxes, and easily snuffs out not
only any servants who wrong him
but their entire family as well.
Balram hopes to serve youngest
son, Ashok (Rajkummar Rao),
recently back from New York with
his new American wife, Pinky
(Priyanka Chopra, also an exec
through her production company,
Purple Pebble Pictures). The pair
bring with them an air of Western

photo courtesy of Netflix

Rajkummar Rao, Priyanka Chopra and Adarsh Gourav give compelling
performance in “The White Tiger,” which will likely be considered one of
the year’s best films.

influence: requesting informal titles
from servants, condemning their
mistreatment, craving caste reform.
Ashok and Pinky feel all too
familiar. Consider American counterparts in “Get Out”: white
(alleged) progressives who vote the
right way while they fetishistically
feed on people of color. But when
things go wrong for the young couple, they can always fall back on
that wretched caste system to protect them.
The first half of “The White
Tiger” presents as a conniving figure, an ungrateful grandson who
craves what he doesn’t have, ignoring those he should cherish, replacing them with this new family. Alas,
the master-servant relationship is
not family, he learns, no matter how
much the rich might boast to the
contrary for their own ends.
“In the old days there were 1,000
castes and destinies in India,”
Balram says in a narration that texturizes the entire film. “These days,
there are just two castes: men with
big bellies and men with small bellies. And only two destinies: eat or
get eaten up.”
These words coax Balram’s
actions in the second half of the

Museums’ campaign promotes mask wearing

In a continuing effort to promote
safety and health guidelines during
the COVID-19 pandemic, SoCal
Museums and the California
Association of Museums have
announced
the
launch
of
#MuseumsForMasks, a campaign
to encourage people to wear face
coverings.

“Our collective goal
is to bring arts and
culture to our
communities, and
we can only do that
if everyone is safe.”
-Jennifer Caballero
board president
California Association of
Museums
More than 45 museums and cultural institutions have joined the
statewide initiative, reminding people to wear masks, stay 6-feet apart,
stay home if they are sick and wash
their hands frequently. Participating
museums in the local area include
the Academy Museum of Motion
Pictures, Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, The Broad,
Hammer Museum, Natural History
Museums of Los Angeles County
and the Skirball Cultural Center.
Participating museums and cultural institutions will use their
social media platforms to share the
public service announcement to
help stop the spread of COVID-19.
“During this time, museums and
cultural institutions have temporarily closed their indoor areas and
forged new ways to serve audiences
with virtual exhibitions and pro-

gramming. While we look forward
to being able to reopen our indoor
spaces to the public, we believe that
we best serve our communities by
encouraging them to be safe during
this current surge of COVID-19,”
said Lucy Spriggs, SoCal Museums
president and marketing manager
for the Huntington Library, Art
Museum and Botanical Gardens.
“We are thrilled to partner with
SoCal Museums to prioritize health
and safety during this unprecedent-

ed time,” added Jennifer Caballero,
board president of the California
Association of Museums and marketing director for the Skirball
Cultural Center. “Our collective
goal is to bring arts and culture to
our communities, and we can only
do that if everyone is safe. We hope
that this effort will remind people to
adhere to the state’s public health
guidelines and that together we can
help stem the spread of coronavirus
infections in California.”

Cupid Float
Enjoy a
sweet treat
with your
sweet heart!
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Adarsh Gourav stars as Balram Halwai in “The White Tiger,” a film
exploring the complexities of life and economic status in India.

film. The opening scene hints at
something horrific to come. And
when it does, the near-heist tone
transitions. Any air of dark comedy
morphs into utter tragedy.
But that turn doesn’t ruin anything; it’s the natural outcome in a
story honest about the myth of the
self-made entrepreneur. Balram
first appears as such a savvy businessman, but his success (no spoilers here) hails not from a single
moment of original thought.
Come the final moments of the
film, the free market bares its teeth,
exposing what loyalty to it
requires. Again, Ashok and Pinky’s
liberalism serves an important
point here. They land across the
world with fresh ideas from a country whose capitalist system has
been called “morally superior” to
others the world over.
If only they can influence things
in India for the better. Bold reforms
stemming from corruption – a bitter meal indeed. That’s also a rather
universal theme that speaks to the
1% demanding good P.R. for char-

itable giving while tax cuts and
evasive tax loopholes provide them
so much more and everyone else
that much less.
Balram never enjoys the role of
empathic protagonist. Always
antagonistic, he cares little for others beyond how they can help him
succeed, with one exception. “The
White Tiger” effectively presents a
character both powerful and powerless once the credits roll. He’s
never a cypher, some empty standin for broader themes, but he can’t
escape systemic woes that permanently affect those close and far
from him.
Gourav sports an incredible performance both on-screen and as
narrator, though the latter point
also owes much to director-screenwriter Ramin Bahrani’s brilliant
adaptation of the 2008 novel by
Aravind Adiga.
“The White Tiger” will likely go
down as one of 2021’s best films.
But its violent, grim and honest
display of economic disparity
remains timeless.
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Skirball offers new education resources for educators, students
The Skirball Cultural Center has
announced “Noah’s Ark at the
Skirball: The Art of Imagination,” a
collection of virtual programs and
free educational resources developed for pre-kindergarten through
fifth grade distance learning.
Based on the artistry and storytelling of the children’s and family
destination “Noah’s Ark at the
Skirball,” which remains closed in
accordance with Los Angeles
County public-health orders, the
initiative supports students and
teachers. It includes streaming
videos and interactive lesson plans,
virtual field trips facilitated by
“Noah’s Ark” educators, and online
professional development courses
focused on arts integration.
Launching this week, with addi-

tional programming to be
announced, “Noah’s Ark at the
Skirball: The Art of Imagination”
will remain available when schools
resume in-person instruction and
the Skirball is permitted to reopen.
“School districts across the country are coping with a learning crisis
made worse by the challenges of
remote instruction, so it was imperative to rethink our engagement
strategies and find new ways to
serve school communities during
these
unprecedented
times,”
Skirball President and CEO Jessie
Kornberg said. “Even as we look
forward to hosting field trips on site
again when it is safe and responsible
to do so, we hope that this digital
content will enrich the virtual classroom environment and bring the

messages and meaning of Noah’s
Ark into homes nationwide.”
“Since opening to the public in
2007, ‘Noah’s Ark at the Skirball’
has welcomed hundreds of thousands of school-age children to take
part in a play-based, interactive
gallery experience centered around
themes of resilience and hope,”
Skirball Director of Education
Rachel Stark added. “Through this
vibrant new content, we look forward to continuing to engage
school and family audiences in
imaginative, learner-centered ways
and share the Noah’s Ark story of
weathering storms, fostering community and building a better
world.”
For
information,
visit
skirball.org/education.

LAUSD provides 100M meals to students and families

Los Angeles Unified School
District reached a sobering milestone in its nation-leading foodrelief effort at schools on Feb. 1,
providing 100 million meals, along
with 19 million items of muchneeded supplies, to students and
families in need.
“It’s impossible to overstate the
significance of that milestone. We
knew the need would be great and
we stepped up to do what we can to
help,” Superintendent Austin
Beutner said.
More than 80% of Los Angeles
Unified students come from families living in poverty, and the job
losses caused by the pandemic has
fallen disproportionately on them.
When the crisis began, Los
Angeles Unified started a foodrelief effort at school sites to provide a nutritious meal to anyone in
need – no questions asked. Schools
also have provided 19 million items
of much-needed supplies including
millions of diapers and personalcare items, treats and athletic equipment for children, along with computers and internet access for all
students who need them to stay
connected with their school community.
Thousands of individuals, busi-

nesses and philanthropic organizations have provided money and inkind donations totaling more than
$32 million to LA Students Most in
Need, the charitable fund created
by Beutner to help provide a safety
net for the school community.
“Fortunately, Los Angeles
Unified has been joined in this
effort by businesses, individuals
and philanthropic organizations
who understand the need,” Beutner
said. “This nation-leading effort is a
great reminder of what can be
accomplished when we all work
together to help those who need it
most.”
Beutner added that the 100 million meals are “a testament to the
efforts of thousands of my colleagues who have been working
tirelessly in difficult circumstances” and “a stark reminder that
families across Los Angeles are suffering.”
“Children and their families
worry about where the next bag of
groceries will come from. Despite
the heroic efforts of Los Angeles
Unified, food insecurity remains a
real threat to many thousands of our
fellow Angelenos,” he said.
Beutner said Los Angeles
Unified will continue to provide a
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LAUSD board
member
Nick
Melvoin helped distribute food this
past spring.

safety net for students and families
until classrooms are able to reopen.
“This milestone is a testament to
L.A. Unified’s commitment to support our students, families and communities through this crisis,” said
board member Nick Melvoin, 4th
District. “At the same time, it is a
stark reminder of the staggering toll
the pandemic continues to take on
our most vulnerable populations –
and why we need action from our
public health officials to get our
kids safely back in school as soon
as possible.”

photo by WolfDog Creative

The Skirball Cultural Center’s “Noah’s Ark at the Skirball: The Art of
Imagination” video features educational programs based on the story of
Noah’s Ark.

Abdul-Jabbar highlights creative
STEM partnership for students

The Skyhook Foundation and
Panasonic Corporation of North
American, which have been working with Los Angeles Unified
School District to bring mobile
STEM – science, technology, engineering and math – classrooms and
outdoor education to students during the pandemic, have been recognized with a Corporate Social
Responsibility Award by the
Global Business Alliance.
Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar’s
Skyhook Foundation is about to
introduce its fourth Eco-Van to
visit school sites and provide students with hands-on outdoor learning experiences in STEM and environmental science. The program
works with the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory, NASA and the UCLA
Science Project to provide lessons
about our amazing planet. Each
van has a theme that focuses on
different parts of Earth: the hydrosphere, geosphere, biosphere and
atmosphere.
“We know the best learning happens in the classroom, but this hasn’t been possible due to dangerous
levels of COVID in the Los
Angeles
area,”
LAUSD
Superintendent Austin Beutner
said. “Bringing STEM activities to
students helps them learn and grow
despite the challenges this crisis
has presented.”

This mobile program is an
extension of Camp Skyhook, Los
Angeles Unified’s outdoor campus
in the Angeles National Forest that
provides immersive, hands-on
STEM opportunities for fourthand fifth-grade students. Camp
Skyhook has served more than
15,000 students, 80% of whom
learned English as a second language and over 70% who have limited or no experiences in natural
environments.
“During these challenging times
for students and teachers, EcoVans help provide STEM education,”
Abdul-Jabbar
said.
“Together with Los Angeles
Unified, we are also committed to
using the program to actively bring
an end to the pandemic through
health information and life-saving
vaccines to families at schools.”
The Global Responsibility
Award recognizes efforts by international companies to support programs in local communities.
“It moves us to support initiatives that we know will deliver
these critical curriculums early and
set the next generation up to thrive
in and shape the 21st century economy,” said Jeff Werner, vice president, corporate and government
affairs at Panasonic Corporation of
North America.
For information, visit lausd.net.
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Getty grants $5.4M to SoCal institutions
L.A. County Library, LACMA
partner for virtual art programs

L.A. County Library has developed a collaboration with the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art to
host a series of free virtual workshops and programs, as a part of
the library’s virtual programming
offerings.
Running every other week on
Fridays through June, Creative
Storytelling Workshops will feature a live story reading by an L.A.
County librarian. The story will
then be brought to life through a
variety of expressive art activities
led by a LACMA teaching artist.
Geared towards kids, each workshop will center around a different
theme, such as civic engagement,
cultural identity, female artists,
materials and recycling, patterns in
nature and technology. The library
will also include a booklist that
corresponds to each of the themes
so participants can explore further.
“The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art is delighted to collaborate with L.A. County Library,”
said Maria Ramos, LACMA’s manager of school and education community programs. “Participant
imaginations will soar as they are
enchanted by creative stories that
will serve as inspiration for a unique
and personal work of art.”
Additionally, LACMA will be
presenting three virtual workforce
development programs, in a series
called Creative Careers: Museums
and the Arts, featuring LACMA
museum professionals informing
youth about the range of art-related

careers that exist in creative places
like museums. These presentations
are intended to open viewers’
minds to the many possibilities in
the creative economy and for their
future.
“I’m excited that we have been
able to take our growing partnership with LACMA into the virtual
space, collaborating to ensure that
all of L.A. County’s communities
have access to arts programs and
pathways to careers in the creative
economy,” Library Director Skye
Patrick said. “By tying in literacy,
we’re able to give customers the
opportunity to explore a diversity
of artists and mediums, a means for
self-expression and learn all the
ways the visual arts interact with
the world around them.”
All L.A. County Library virtual
programs are presented on Webex,
and it is recommended to register
in advance for each event on
lacountylibrary.org/lacmaprograms.
Creative Storytelling Workshops
will start at 4 p.m. on Feb. 5 and
19, March 5 and 19, April 2 and 16,
May 7 and 21 and June 4 and 18.
Creative Careers: Museums and
the Arts are scheduled for
Thursday, Feb. 25, with Omar A.
Alcover-Firpi, content specialist
for mobile programs; and
Thursday, March 25, with Yosi
Pozeilov, senior imaging specialist
and photographer.
For information, visit lacountylibrary.org/virtual-programming.

WeHo continues free Friday virtual concert series
The city of West Hollywood is
continuing its WeHo Sounds Free
Virtual Concert Series, which take
place on Friday evenings at 6 p.m.
online at weho.org/wehosounds,
and kicks off the weekend with a
music-filled “happy hour.”
Chris Hutton will perform on
Friday, Feb. 12, at 6 p.m. Los
Angeles-based singer-songwriter
Hutton’s music is a sophisticated
blend of raw emotion and meticulous musicianship. Deeply personal
lyrics and performances are set
against a buoyant pop aesthetic to
create a sound that A&R Factory
describes as “tangibly magnetic.”
The series finale on Friday, Feb.
26, 2021 at 6 p.m. will feature Satin

Ragdoll and the Misfit Toys.
Influenced by Sarah Vaughan,
Peggy Lee and Ella Fitzgerald,
Satin Ragdoll and the Misfit Toys is
a pre-1920s through 1960s jazz
band led by vocalist Loren Marie
Story. Always dressing the part in
vintage splendor, they bring modern instrumentation to classic songs
while honoring their original mood
and style.
West Hollywood’s 2020-21
WeHo Sounds series is organized
by the city’s Arts Division. For
information,
visit
weho.org/wehosounds, or contact
Joy Tribble, the city’s arts technician, at (323)848-6360 or at jtribble@weho.org.
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Gems can be found as real estate market rebounds

New year, new president, entirely new real estate market. New listings
in the Mid-City area like a house at 1009 Keniston Ave. are receiving an
enthusiastic response. On multiple calls and showings, the $2 million
asking price is getting many good looks, said “Flipping Fabulous” duo
Randy Esada and David Wilcox. Bucolic rose gardens, inviting outdoor
seating areas, fountains and living spaces are key considerations for real
estate buyers, Esada added.
“Coming home should be a mood-elevating experience. Our latest
Keniston home was renovated with this in mind,” Esada said. “Although
open houses are still a no-no in L.A., the process to have a private showing is becoming second nature to today’s real estate agents. Finally, some
good news for the Los Angeles real estate market.”
For information, visit 1009keniston.com.

On Jan. 27, the Getty Foundation
announced $5.38 million in exhibition research grants to 45 cultural,
educational and scientific institutions
throughout
Southern
California to prepare for the next
edition of the region-wide arts initiative Pacific Standard Time,
scheduled to open in 2024.
The landmark series will return
with dozens of simultaneous exhibitions and programs focused on
the intertwined histories of art and
science, past and present, that
together address some of the most
complex challenges of the 21st century – from climate change and
environmental racism to the current
pandemic and artificial intelligence
– and the creative solutions these
problems demand.
“Over the centuries, art and science have come together and come
into conflict, learned from one
another and built upon shared
insights,” said Joan Weinstein,
director of the Getty Foundation.
“We have faith that the remarkably
diverse and inventive approaches
taken by all the partner institutions
will produce revelatory results and
productive civic dialogue.”
Ann Philbin, director of the
Hammer Museum, a collaborating
partner in the initiative, noted that
art and science have too often been
put on opposite ends of the equation.
“We’re eager to break that pattern with this new edition of Pacific
Standard Time as we collectively
explore nothing less than two fundamental modes of understanding
the world, and the powerful and
surprising ways they connect,”
Philbin said.
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Wendy Red Star’s 2011 work “Stirs Up the Dust” is part of the next
Pacific Standard Time initiative.

Participants funded in the
research and planning stage include
civic institutions such as LACMA
and the Natural History Museums
of Los Angeles County, academic
institutions including California
Institute of Technology and
Southern California Institute of
Architecture, university-affiliated
museums and galleries such as the
Hammer and the California
Museum of Photography at UC
Riverside, organizations working at
the convergence of contemporary
art and science including
Fathomers and Fulcrum Arts, and
museums focused on particular
fields of the arts, such as the

Academy Museum of Motion
Pictures and the Lucas Museum of
Narrative Art. The participating
institutions cluster in and around
Los Angeles but are spread as far
south as San Diego and as far north
as Santa Barbara.
A second round of grants from
the Getty Foundation, to be
announced at a later date, will support the implementation of the
exhibitions. Several additional projects are in development, including
exhibition and programming partnerships, and will also be
announced in coming months.
For
information,
visit
getty.edu/pacificstandardtime.
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New leader to guide MAK Center in WeHo

The People’s House

photo by Michael Villalpando

In sharp contrast to the insurrection that occurred at the United
States Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, we reflect on a more dignified visit,
when then-U.S. Rep. Henry Waxman, left, gave a personalized tour of
the People’s House to the Villalpando family in 2012. Pictured with
Waxman are Rebecca, Karen and Emily Villalpando. Waxman was
instrumental in the passing of the Affordable Care Act and was proud
to show photos in his office of the landmark bill signing. Waxman provided knowledgeable history of the Capitol as visitors took photographs of the Rotunda and Statuary Hall with a hushed reverence.
On Tuesday, Feb. 2, Capitol Police Officer Brian Sicknick, who died
after the siege, was honored in the Capitol’s Rotunda and paid respects
to by President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden, as well as
Sicknick’s family and fellow officers.

Andrews, Perry and Portman among
LA Phil’s ‘Icons on Inspiration’
The Los Angeles Philharmonic,
with Music and Artistic Director
Gustavo Dudamel, have announced
the details of their celebratory, starstudded online event, “Icons on
Inspiration.”
Available for free viewing at
laphil.com/icons beginning Feb. 6 at
6 p.m., “Icons on Inspiration” transforms the LA Phil’s annual winter
gala, the largest fundraising event of
its year, for the streaming era.
The event will feature Dudamel
with the LA Phil, joined by a diverse
roster of artists and cultural icons,
and offers audiences a front-row seat
to memorable performances and
intimate conversations between
Dudamel and his special guests.
“This year, music has been a lifeline for so many of us, helping to
bring us together in spirit through
the many challenges,” Dudamel
said. “We wanted to create an event
that honored that sense of hope and
connection and celebrated the way
that the orchestra can unite us in the
service of something greater than
ourselves. To be able to share the
stage with these extraordinary cultural icons is a dream and privilege,
and to be able to perform some of
their favorite pieces of music is a
gift. We are so grateful for their support, and we hope you enjoy this
very special evening.”
The LA Phil performances were
recently filmed at the Hollywood
Bowl. The program, which opens
with composer Jessie Montgomery’s
“Starburst,” features Dudamel in
one-on-one online conversations
with legendary award-winning
actress, singer and writer Julie
Andrews, Academy and Grammy
Award-winning artist, actor, author
and activist Common, superstar
singer Katy Perry, Academy Awardwinning actress Natalie Portman,
Latin Grammy-winner Carlos Vives,
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Julie Andrews is among the stars
featured in the LA Phil’s upcoming
virtual gala.

and internationally acclaimed pianist
Yuja Wang. The viewing audience
will hear from these iconic figures
about how music inspires and uplifts
them and about their enduring support for the art form.
Interspersed between each conversation, the orchestra will play
music selected and inspired by the
celebrated guests, including Duke
Ellington’s “Martin Luther King,”
“Berceuse” from Igor Stravinsky’s
“The Firebird” and “Das himmlische Leben” from Gustav Mahler’s
Symphony No. 4 featuring soprano
Liv Redpath.
Patron opportunities are available
to elevate the experience including a
private performance featuring an
ensemble of LA Phil musicians (virtual or in-person as safety allows),
access to a private VIP Zoom room
on the evening of the premiere and a
musical score autographed by
Dudamel. For more information,
visit laphil.com/support/icons-oninspiration. The free broadcast will
remain available through March 6 at
laphil.com/icons.

After an extended search, the
Museum of Applied Arts recently
named Jia Yi Gu as the new director
of the MAK Center for Art and
Architecture, its satellite location in
West Hollywood.
An advocate for experimental
approaches to institution-building
and trans-disciplinary curatorial
practice, the new director joins the
MAK Center after previously serving as executive director of
Materials and Applications, a Los
Angeles-based project space for
experimental architecture. During
her tenure there from 2015-20, she
launched two new project spaces:
the M&A Storefront in Echo Park
and M&A x Craft Courtyard. She
also initiated an emergent leadership and programming board;
developed M&A’s annual curatorial
topics
including
Staging
Construction and Ecologies of
Care; and launched M&A’s terrestrial radio station, KGAP 96.7, in
collaboration with Lookout FM and
Dublab.
Gu has also organized and cocurated numerous exhibitions,
installations and public programs
on contemporary architecture, art
and design. She is a Ph.D. candidate in architectural history at
UCLA, where she also received a
master of architecture degree, and
holds a bachelor of arts degree in
art history from the University of
California, San Diego. As an architectural historian, curator and educator, she has participated in
numerous international juries,
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The MAK Center for Art and Architecture is based at the landmark
Schindler House in West Hollywood.

events and conferences, and has
presented her work at the Society of
Architectural
Historians,
Association of Architectural
Organizations, Getty Research
Institute, Canadian Center for
Architecture, ICI’s Curatorial
Forum, Berlinische Galerie and
Floating University.
“Jia Yi Gu is an excellent choice

for leading the MAK Center, as she
combines far-reaching curatorial
practice and experience with exciting new ideas for the MAK
Center’s future activities,” said
Christoph Thun-Hohenstein, general director and artistic director of
the Museum of Applied Arts.
For information, visit makcenter.org.
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Hollywood initiative connects to transit
From page 1

the Metro Active Transit program.
The city proposed seeking funding
from Metro last May and will work
with the transit agency to identify
exactly which amenities will be
installed within two blocks of the

subway stations. The Metro funding will also be used for design and
environmental review purposes for
the larger Heart of Hollywood
Master Plan.
“The Hollywood/Highland and

Hollywood/Vine stations are important hubs for connectivity across the
county,” said Los Angeles County
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, 3rd
District, who is also a Metro board
member. “With these improvements
on the way, the MAT program is off
to a great start.”
The Heart of Hollywood initiative also continues to gain momentum within the Hollywood busi-

ness community, and officials
hope that the initial Metro funding
will help leverage more support for
further phases of the plans. The
city of Los Angeles allocated
approximately $4 million last year
to launch the effort and begin creating a master plan. A design team
from Gensler created conceptual
designs and renderings, and
O’Farrell’s office has held approximately 65 discussions with community stakeholders. The public is
invited to weigh-in by visiting
heartofhollywood.la.

“Hollywood Pantages Theatre is
proud to be part of a community
which continues to improve and
rejuvenate the quality of life for
those who live, work, and visit,”
said Jeff Loeb, general manager of
the Hollywood Pantages Theatre.
“As a fixture in Hollywood, we
applaud restoration and innovation
in our neighborhood. We are confident that this new partnership with
Metro, and collaboration with the
city of Los Angeles, will deliver
those in abundance for our community’s pedestrians.”

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission
will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:
photo by Cameron Kiszla

The Metro funds will potentially be used for amenities such as bus shelters,
improved crosswalks and shade trees near subway stations in Hollywood.

WeHo deputies to cite
people without masks

LOCATIONS:

R2 Zoning Districts, West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

Amendment to Title 19, West Hollywood Zoning Ordinance, West Hollywood Municipal Code to clarify that
no net loss of housing provision apply within the R2
Zoning District, West Hollywood, California.

PERMIT(S):

Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, February 18, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.
Given the local, state and nation state of emergency,
this meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with
detailed instructions for participation included on the
posted agenda).

ZONES:

R2 (Residential, Low Density)

From page 1

said.
Arevalo added that he did not
believe that the city would be
giving out “a lot of citations.”
“I think there will be citations.
I think the word will get out and
I think compliance will be the
word,” Arevalo said.
In West Hollywood, a first violation will cost $250, plus a fee of
$50, for a total of $300. With a
$50 fee for each infraction
included, a second violation will
cost $1,050, a third will cost
$2,050 and a fourth will cost
$5,050.
The council discussed potentially aligning its citation payment amounts with Santa
Monica or Beverly Hills – both
of which start at $100 for a first
offense and reach $500 for third
violations – but changing the
amount would require public
noticing, which would push the
change of the fines into March,
Arevalo said. Instead, the council
decided to stick with their current
fine amount.
“If I got a $300 – or even high-

er – fine, I definitely wouldn’t do
that again,” Councilman John
Erickson said.
The council also decided to
send a letter to the Los Angeles
County Department of Public
Health regarding its list of outbreak sites and what the city and
those businesses can do to keep
employees and customers safe.
“Merely listing that the grocery
store you go to had an outbreak
isn’t helpful,” D’Amico said. “It’s
not helpful to the grocery store,
it’s not helpful to the resident, it’s
not helpful. Unless we have a
plan to work with those work
sites to help bring them back into
compliance, to work with residents to understand what it means
that a site is listed on an outbreak
list, I think it actually does more
harm than good.”
City staff will return to the
council with an update on the
citations in 90 days.
An earlier version of this story
reported that Mayor Lindsey
Horvath voted against the mask
measure. That is incorrect.

WeHo opens nominations for
2021 Rainbow Key Awards

The city of West Hollywood is
gathering nominations for its
2021 Rainbow Key Awards,
which recognize people who
have made outstanding contributions to the lesbian and gay community.
Nominations may be submitted
electronically at weho.org/rainbowkey. Nomination forms are
due by Thursday, Feb. 25, at 5
p.m. The awards presentations
are scheduled to take place virtually in May.
Since 1993, the city of West
Hollywood
has
presented
Rainbow Key Awards to individuals and groups that have gone
above and beyond in their service
to the LGBTQ community.
Contributions have come in

many forms, including the arts,
community service, humanitarian action, sports, medicine,
armed services, leadership potential, benefit to the global gay and
lesbian community, and more.
Past honorees have included
activists, artists, civic leaders,
educators, community organizations and many others.
Nominations will be reviewed
by the city’s Lesbian and Gay
Advisory Board, and recommendations for honorees will be
referred to the West Hollywood
City Council for final approval.
For information, contact David
Giugni, staff liaison to the
Lesbian and Gay Advisory
Board, at (323)848-6510 or at
dgiugni@weho.org.

ENVIRONMENTAL Categorically exempt from the provisions of the California
STATUS: Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section §15061
(Review for Exemption).
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and state of emergency, City Hall is currently closed. The staff report will be available on Thursday, February 11,
2021 on-line at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only
those issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in
this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood
Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department
at, or prior to, the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer
for the hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to
the Office of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the
meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing
to express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER
INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Bryan Eck, Senior Planner in the
Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email
at: beck@weho.org
Yvonne Quarker, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-8486826.
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Restaurants to build safe outdoor dining areas
From page 1

rendering courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

Nusr-Et plans to begin as a tent-based dining room before opening its
brick-and-mortar location post-pandemic.

included, the city plans to turn the
intersection of Clifton Way and
Canon Drive into a roundabout.
Councilwoman Lili Bosse said
the changes to Canon Drive coalesce with the city’s OpenBH program, which allows the city’s businesses to operate outdoors to keep
employees and customers safer during the pandemic.
“We’ve felt that we need to partner with our restaurants and help
them … This is a new way of continuing along the lines of what
we’ve done,” Bosse said.
Approximately 150 diners will
be able to be accommodated in the
two tents, which will include two
parallel walls for support and vinyl
coverings to protect the diners
inside from the elements while
allowing the space to remain ventilated in accordance with the regulations of the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health, said
Laura Biery, the city’s marketing
and economic sustainability manager.
“One of the biggest concerns

from county health was the number
of walls … ventilation is of the
utmost importance to county
health,” Biery said.
Councilman Julian Gold was also
concerned about diners congregating before or after their meals,
putting themselves and others at
risk of COVID-19 infection, though
the restaurants’ representatives
assured him and the rest of the
council that they would be vigilant
in dispersing customers once their
meal was finished and in preventing
customers from gathering before
they are seated.
“We certainly have seen, in the
city, areas where people wait for
their reservations. They congregate,
and it’s not good for them and we
hear about it a lot. We want to be
sure that we don’t create that somewhere else,” Gold said.
While Spago will be able to
resume operations in its tent relatively easily, Nusr-Et faces a more
difficult challenge. The steakhouse,
one of several owned by internet
celebrity Nusret Gökçe, also

known as Salt Bae, had expected to
open last month, though the pandemic prevented that from happening. The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health has
not awarded Nusr-Et the necessary
permits to operate because the
brick-and-mortar location is not yet
ready. The city normally would not
grant permission for a restaurant
without proper health department
permits to begin construction to
accommodate outdoor dining, but
in this case, Nusr-Et needs a physical location – the tent – as part of
the health department permitting
process.
“Nusr-Et is in somewhat of a
Catch-22 situation … They are
accepting the risk that they may or
may not receive health department
approval … They will not be able to
do any outdoor dining until that
health department approval has
been granted,” Biery said.
Despite the hurdles faced by
Nusr-Et and the impact the street
closure and tents will have on the
surrounding area, several neighbors
of the restaurants spoke during public comment in support of the tents,
as did the restaurants’ representatives.
Barbara Lazaroff, the business
partner of Wolfgang Puck, Spago’s
chef, said despite the competition of
a new restaurant operating next
door, she was thrilled that Nusr-Et
would help bring “vitality to
Beverly Hills.”
“I’m happy to have [Nusr-Et]
next to us. It’s very important to not
have empty space sitting on the
street,” Lazaroff said.
Lazaroff and Steven Magnus,
who represented Nusr-Et, added
that despite the high cost of the tents

Grocery workers at risk, council members say

From page 1

The approval included an
amendment by Councilman Joe
Buscaino, 15th District, and seconded by O’Farrell, to have the
city’s chief legislative analyst
examine the impact of the proposed hazard pay motion on disadvantaged communities, and
have that included in a report back
to the City Council.
O’Farrell,
Koretz
and
Councilwoman Nithya Raman,
4th District, voiced support for the
hazard pay proposal. O’Farrell
said large grocery store chains
have been earning immense profits during the pandemic and
employees deserve more help.
Hazard pay is also known as hero
pay, and O’Farrell said store
employees fit that description.
“Since the pandemic began,
grocery store workers have put
themselves on the frontlines every
day so that we can stay safer at
home. They and their families
have also suffered from higher
rates of COVID-19 infection, illness and death as a result,”
O’Farrell said. “I cosponsored an
initiative requiring mostly large
retail grocery and drug retail
chains to pay an additional $5 of
hourly hazard pay for on-site
workers. [The] unanimous
approval by my council colleagues moves us one step closer
to this imperative. As grocery
store and drug retail chains earn
record profits, our essential workforce deserves to be justly compensated.”

Koretz, who said one of his first
jobs was working in a supermarket, also supported requiring hazard pay for employees.
“I know the folks that work in
supermarkets, none of them
signed up with the expectation
that they would be heroes and that
they would be risking their lives
to do their jobs, but they have, and
some have lost them,” Koretz
said. “Some supermarkets have
not had the proper protocols
throughout this pandemic. Many
people have gotten COVID as a
result. Certainly, the modest pay
that they were receiving before
should be supplemented by this
step.”
Koretz added that the city
should consider other workers,
possibly in other branches of the
retail industry, for possible hazard
pay and stressed that it is important not to create more burden for
small grocers and business owners who are likely already struggling to stay afloat during the pandemic. Raman highlighted that
the City Council motion only pertains to large chains with 300 or
more employees, and echoed the
need to protect small businesses at
the heart of communities. She
said there has been much support
among community groups and
workers in the 4th district.
“We received a number of letters in support of the ordinance to
our office from groups across the
spectrum fighting for the rights of
workers and for a just Los

Angeles,” Raman said. “It’s beautiful so many groups have spoken
up and reached out to us in favor
of this ordinance and I just wanted
their words to be reflected in
[these] discussions.”
Other cities have taken similar
steps, including the city of West
Hollywood, which has also asked
its city attorney to draft a hazard
pay ordinance, and the city of
Long Beach, which plans to
implement an ordinance requiring
an additional $4 per hour. Some
large grocery store chains have
pushed back on the potential
requirements, including Kroger –
owner of Ralphs and Food 4 Less
stores – which announced it will
close two supermarkets in Long
Beach after the City Council in
that city approved a hazard pay
ordinance. According to Kroger’s
quarterly dividend projection
published on its website on Jan.
29, the company’s “quarterly dividend has grown at a double-digit
compound annual growth rate
since it was reinstated in 2006.
The company continues to expect,
subject to board approval, an
increasing dividend over time,”
the report read.
“Certainly, the Kroger’s of the
world … absolutely can afford
this increase, they absolutely
should be paying this increase,
and if they shut down stores, it’s
just out of spite,” Koretz said.
“This is a really positive and
important step and I thank my colleagues for their support on this.”

– Magnus estimated Nusr-Et’s tent
at $240,000 and Lazaroff said
Spago’s cost $300,000 – they were
necessary for their businesses.
“It’s a huge investment, it’s monumental, but it’s a tradeoff. We
don’t see any other way to survive,”
Lazaroff said.
The street closure will return to
the council for review in six
months.
“We all want to take a look at
what we want to do with Canon at
that time,” Mayor Lester Friedman
said.
More city streets could be simi-

larly changed in the coming
months if Vice Mayor Robert
Wunderlich is successful in his
efforts to discuss the matter further.
Continuing his efforts that began
last year, Wunderlich again pushed
for more public use of city streets
during the pandemic, which he
noted is not ending in the near
future.
“It’s still not too late for us to
have some sort of pilot program, to
let people experience it, and then
with the benefit of that experience,
to see if it’s something we’d want to
keep in place,” Wunderlich said.

Garcetti announces mandatory
bias training for city employees

Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti on Jan. 21 announced the
creation of the Anti-Bias
Learning for Employees initiative, or ABLE, a mandatory
implicit bias training program for
all city employees. This step
upholds a key commitment in the
mayor’s order to advance racial
equity across city government.
“Racial equity starts with us –
with the public servants entrusted
by Angelenos to advance justice
and fairness in our city’s policies
and programs,” Garcetti said.
“ABLE will equip members of
our city family with the tools,
knowledge and resources to honestly confront systemic racism
and more effectively address the
deep inequalities laid bare by the
COVID-19 pandemic and the
reckoning with racial injustice.”
ABLE is the product of close
collaboration
between
the
Mayor’s Office and the Personnel
Department’s
Office
of
Workplace Equity to identify and
secure a proven training framework that could be tailored to
serve the unique needs of the city
workforce. An agreement was
made
with
Ohio
State
University’s Kirwan Institute for
the Study of Race and Ethnicity
to adopt its highly-regarded
implicit bias training and adapt it
for city staff.
“Addressing implicit bias at
the level of the individual is
important and necessary to a
meaningful and productive conversation about race,” said
Deputy Mayor Brenda Shockley,
who is also the city’s first-ever
chief equity officer. “We’re
working hard to create a more

equitable future, and I’m confident that this training will help
keep our city workforce on the
leading edge of that movement.”
The Kirwan training centers on
three broad concepts: first, understanding implicit bias; second,
recognizing our own biases; and
third, mitigating the impact of
negative bias, with a focus on
identifying, understanding and
counteracting implicit bias on the
individual level.
The program uses a combination of video, reading content and
interactive quizzes to help participants explore the historical, psychological and institutional causes of implicit biases, along with
how these long-standing structures directly affect the way people think and interact. Built into
the training is the opportunity for
each trainee to take the Harvard
University Implicit Associations
tests to learn of their own implicit
biases.
“We are grateful to the Kirwan
Institute for developing the key
content of this training program
and making it available to us.
This allowed the city to efficiently provide a very large workforce
with an implicit bias training
grounded in research and expertise from one of the nation’s leaders on race, equity and inclusion,”
said Malaika Billups, chief diversity, equity and inclusion officer
in the Personnel Department’s
Office of Workplace Equity.
The city of Los Angeles-specific training is expected to roll
out in late February. Employees
will be required to complete it by
the end of 2021 and undergo the
training on an annual basis.

Congress seeks high-quality masks
U.S. Adam Schiff (D-Burbank)
and Ro Khanna (D-Santa Clara) and
Sens. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and
Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii) sent a letter
to President Joe Biden on Feb. 1 asking the administration to prioritize
educating Americans about higher
quality masks and explore options to
make them readily and freely available through the U.S. Postal Service,
in addition to encouraging or even
mandating mask wearing.
“We are encouraged by your declaration of a 100 Day Masking
Challenge, asking Americans to do
their patriotic duty and wear facial
coverings to help stymie the spread
of the virus over the first 100 days of
your presidency, and requiring their
use on federal property,” the representatives and senators wrote in the
letter. “While many Americans
understand that wearing a mask can
help prevent transmission of the disease, many don’t realize that a highquality mask can make it far less

likely that the wearer will contract
the disease, even if exposed to an
infectious person.”
Study after study indicates that
high levels of mask adoption by a
population can reduce transmission
of the virus, and may prevent
asymptomatic or presymptomatic
carriers from unknowingly infecting others.
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

INCOME TAX

UPHOLSTERY

ALL YEAR
INCOME TAX

ALAKAZAM

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW CLIENTS

WEST HOLLYWOOD

5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

Joel Rothman

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

Family Owned & Operated

323.240.5112
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Since 1961

Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970
Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

WEBSITE DESIGN

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

DOG WALKER

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER
• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

LEGAL NOTICE
Need to publish a
DBA?
File with the
Los Angeles County Clerk
at lacounty.gov.
Email your documents to
karen@beverlypress.com
We will publish the ad 4X
and send proof of
publication to the
LA County Clerk.

Try the
Signature Spice
Coastal Mediterranean Blend
Fiesta Blend
Steak & Burger Umami Blend
Taste of India
New packaging & price!

Buy them today &
Spice up your Life!
www.shop.inemilyskitchen.com

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Texas patriot Houston
4. DEA agent
8. “Minute by Minute” brothers
14. Numero ___
15. Big galoots
16. “Red Dragon” star, first name
17. Part of a price
18. Gather
19. Like all living organisms
20. Chef
23. Confirmation, for one
24. Some floor votes
25. Rocket launcher
29. Religious song book
34. Lindsay Lohan’s “momager”
36. Perry who sang “Catch a Falling
Star”
37. Chef
44. Air transport group (abbr)
45. Lowly hounds
46. Region of Czech Republic
50. Like some heads
55. A deadly sin
57. Gender
58. Chef
63. Illinois city symbolizing middle
America
65. Recline
66. Not just any
67. Art patron
68. Kind of bargain

69. ___ Miguel
70. Sushi offering
71. Groks
72. D.C. setting
Down

1. To die for
2. Paleness
3. “Dark Places” star, Chloe Grace
4. “Me neither”
5. Leap for Lipinski
6. Virtual’s opposite
7. House shower
8. Rots
9. Black Sea port
10. Hooting experts
11. Bundle
12. Provoke
13. Hall-of-Famer Roush
21. Vintage Olds
22. Hiatus
26. ___meter
27. Reunion group
28. “__ Given Sunday”: 1999 film
30. Flat-screen TV choice
31. ___ fault
32. Record company
33. “Hellboy” star Perlman
35. Beginner instruction in a subject
37. Objective
38. Officer, abbr.
39. Sticky beach problem

40. Gp. in charge of condominiums, perhaps
41. Over and ___
42. Spoon bender Geller
43. Q followers
47. City with canals
48. Behind bars
49. Street is another name for it (abbr.)
51. Ball game official (abbr.)
52. Noted Chinese philosopher
53. Warm welcomes

54. Sublet
56. Pound sounds
58. Fountain order
59. “Strength, Courage and wisdom”
singer India
60. Mouse-like rodent
61. Bauhaus artist
62. Word of despair
63. Downing St. VIPs
64. Unusual shoe width
answers on page 22
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