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Beverly Hills accepts new
density bonus rules
n Council votes down urgency ordinance

BY CAMERON KISZLA
Despite opposing the state’s new
density bonus rules that go into
effect this week, the Beverly Hills
City Council declined to attempt to
avoid the regulations in a Dec. 21
study session.
On Jan. 1, Assembly Bill 2345
will go into effect, increasing the
density bonus – which allows more
units on a site than typically permit-

ted – as well as parking reductions
and incentives for some multifamily housing projects that include
affordable units. In exchange for
increasing the percentage of affordable units a project has to offer to
qualify – that number changes
based on the income level, but goes
as high as 44% for moderateincome households – the maximum
See Housing page 21
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Thousands gathered on Hollywood Boulevard near Highland Avenue in June for the All Black Lives Matter march.

Looking back on a year like no other

n COVID-19, social

unrest and the election
defined 2020
BY EDWIN FOLVEN
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A new state law could allow seven-story residential buildings in Beverly
Hills, though city staff said it’s unlikely buildings will exceed six stories.

The past year was a period
unlike any other in recent history,
dominated by the coronavirus,
which brought tremendous hardships to communities worldwide
for a majority of 2020.
The local area was not spared,
with efforts to address COVID-19
making headlines nearly every
week since mid-March. From
relief for people who suddenly

became unemployed, tenants
unable to pay rent and small businesses struggling to keep their
doors open, to the creation of programs to protect homeless individuals, increase hospital surge
capacity, boost testing and implement vaccination protocols, the
coronavirus had an omnipresent
effect on the local community.
The past year was also a period
of tremendous change in other
ways, with the social unrest occurring in cities nationwide in the
wake of the deaths of George
Floyd, Breonna Taylor and others
spilling onto local streets. The
Fairfax District, Hollywood, West

Hollywood and Beverly Hills
were at the epicenter of demonstrations in a movement against
what many called systemic racism
and violence at the hands of
police. The protests led to policy
changes at many levels of government, including the embrace of an
approach in Los Angeles that dispatches mental health professionals instead of police in certain situations, as well as funding cuts to
the police force. Officials in
Beverly
Hills
and
West
Hollywood also continue to consider the future of policing and
See Year page 20

WeHo OKs e-scooter and e-bike pilot program La Scala’s planned NYE
celebration shut down
n Devices could

come to city in first
half of 2021

n Dine-in invitation

BY CAMERON KISZLA

chopped by city,
county regulations

West Hollywood may soon be
opening itself up to e-scooters and
e-bikes. On Dec. 21, the City
Council unanimously voted to
include the devices in a pilot program that could begin as early as
spring 2021.
“I feel that banning these in our
city is not the way of the future,”
Councilwoman Sepi Shyne said.

To our readers

If you noticed the volume
and issue number for this
week’s newspaper and see No.
53, we are not off our rockers.
In true 2020 fashion, there were
53 Thursdays in this never-ending year, just one more anomaly
as we close the door and look
ahead to a prosperous, healthy
and ROARING 2021. Happy
New Year!
Karen & Michael Villalpando
Publishers

BY LAURA COLEMAN
On Dec. 28, the day before
Gov. Gavin Newsom said he
would be extending the regional
stay-at-home order due to surging COVID-19 hospitalizations,
La Scala issued the following
statement regarding its planned

New Year’s Eve party.
“This is the message the note
was meant to convey: With the
dining ban set to expire on Dec.
28, we are hopeful of resuming
some sort of table service and we
are considering taking reservations for New Year’s Eve. If this
is something you would be interested in, please let us know. If
allowed, and if there is enough
interest, we’ll contact you to
See Restaurants page 22
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The only e-bikes available for use in West Hollywood will be throttleassisted devices, not pedal-assisted devices.

The move comes two years after
the city’s bike share program,
known as WeHo Pedals, came to an
end. Instead of e-scooters and ebikes, which can travel through
West Hollywood but cannot start or
stop trips in the city, West
Hollywood wanted a pilot program
for pedal-assisted bikes. However,
no companies offering those
devices can currently fulfill that

need for the city, said Rachel
Dimond, the city’s acting long
range planning manager.
One company, Jump, had offered
pedal-assisted bikes for use in West
Hollywood in the past, but Jump
was purchased by the e-scooter
company Lime, which discontinued
the use of pedal-assisted e-bikes in

photo by Marc Saleh

See Scooters page 22

Beverly Hills restaurant La Scala was warned by the city not to hold
a New Year’s Eve dinner.
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Starting tomorrow, the sale of tobacco in Beverly Hills will be prohibited,
with a few exceptions.

Beverly Hills’ tobacco
ban begins on Jan. 1

The sale of most tobacco products in the city of Beverly Hills will
be prohibited beginning Friday, Jan.
1, 2021.
In June 2019, the Beverly Hills
City
Council
unanimously
approved an ordinance to prohibit
the sale of tobacco products –
including smokeless tobacco and ecigarettes – in the city, the first City
Council to do so in the nation. The
decision followed public input and
recommendations from the city’s
Health and Safety Commission.
The City Council will review the
ban in three years.
“This week begins an important
new chapter in our ongoing effort to
promote and protect public health,”
Mayor Lester Friedman said. “It
was over 30 years ago that Beverly
Hills became the first city in
California to prohibit smoking
inside restaurants. Since then, we
have continued to implement poli-
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cies that will ultimately save lives.
Thank you to all who worked to
bring us to this extraordinary day.”
The key provisions of the ordinance include that all hotels, existing and future, may only sell to
guests, and that all other businesses
must stop selling tobacco products,
though an exemption was granted
for the city’s existing cigar lounges.
Businesses that depend on tobacco sales, such as grocery stores, gas
stations and convenience stores,
and that can demonstrate to the city
that the ban would cause undue
hardship can apply for a limited
temporary hardship exemption.
Though tobacco products cannot
be sold in the city, they can be purchased in adjacent jurisdictions. In
Beverly Hills, smoking has been
mostly banned except for smoking
lounges, in designated areas at
hotels and motels, on city streets
and sidewalks when actively traveling, in moving vehicles without
minors inside, in single-family residences, and in the designated smoking areas of private businesses and
at outdoor public events.
For information, visit beverlyhills.org/smoking.

WeHo goes
digital with
parking tags

The city of West Hollywood’s
Parking Services Division will
launch a new digital Permit-by-Plate
system for visitor parking permits so
residents can skip visits to the parking office at the Kings Road Garage.
Instead, they will be able to register
for visitor parking permits using a
computer or mobile device by visiting weho.org/parking. The new system establishes a safe and touchless
method for visitor parking permits
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The city’s Permit-by-Plate system
is scheduled to begin operating on
Monday, Jan. 4. Residents who prefer may still register and pick-up
visitor parking hang tags in person
at the Kings Road Garage. Hang tag
permits will no longer be issued at
the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station effective Monday, Feb. 1;
hang tags will continue to be available at the Kings Road Garage.
The permits allow guests to park
near a West Hollywood resident’s
home within a preferential parking
district. Visitor permits are free. For
information, visit weho.org/parking.

The Robey Theatre Company presents a virtual Kwanzaa celebration
on Friday, Jan. 1, at 6 p.m., via Zoom.
The theater company previously held
a competition asking playwrights to
write scenes based on the theme of
Kwanzaa. The program will include
seven scenes read by actors by playwrights Sharnell Blevins, Nui Brown,
Julio Hanson, Marie Y. Lemelle and
Barbara Bullen, Lorinda Hawkins
Smith, Ella Turenne and Simone
Anika Wilson. Following the readings, viewers will be asked to provide
feedback for a play to be developed,
produced and premiered during the
2021 holiday season. The event is
free but reservations are required.
therobeytheatrecompany.org/ourevents.

‘Stand!’

See the new movie “Stand!” opening
on Friday, Jan. 1, online. Starring
Marshall Williams (“Glee”), Laura
Slade Wiggins (“Shameless”), Gregg
Henry (“Scandal”) and Lisa Bell, the
film is set in 1919 and focuses on
Stefan and his father Mike, who flee
Ukraine and head to the “New
World,” where they struggle to earn
enough to reunite their family. Stefan
is instantly smitten with his Jewish
suffragette neighbor, Rebecca, but
her brother Moishe and Mike oppose
the would-be couple. Returning soldiers, angry at the lack of jobs after
the war, violently threaten the city’s
immigrants, including Emma, a
refugee from racist violence in
Oklahoma. When a movement develops for workers to leave their jobs in
protest, a wealthy lawyer pits all parties against each other in a dramatic
and inspirational final stand. Directed
by Robert Adetuyi, the film was written by Danny Schur and Rick Chafe
and features music, lyrics and score
by Schur. stand-movie.com.

LACMA art
workshop

The Los Angeles County Museum of
Art is holding a family workshop
titled “Doodle a Creative Word Map”

on Sunday, Jan.
3, from 12:30 to
3 p.m. The program is part of
the museum’s
virtual Andell
Family Sundays
Anytime! Series.
Be creative, discover new art and
have fun from the comfort of home.
The program is dedicated to the work
of artist Yoshitomo Nara, which will
inspire participants to doodle, share
their love of music and create portraits. lacma.org/event/andell-familysundays-anytime-doodle-creativeword-map.

‘Palm Springs’

Enjoy an online discussion with Andy
Samberg, Cristin Milioti and J.K.
Simmons, the stars of “Palm
Springs,” on Wednesday, Jan. 6, at 6
p.m. At a wedding in Palm Springs,
carefree Nyles and maid of honor
Sarah find themselves stuck in a time
loop in the new romantic comedy.
The discussion is being held by
American Cinematheque. RSVP
required for a link to the Zoom discussion; a link will be sent earlier on
the day of the event. americancinematheque.com/palm-springs.

Theatre 40

Theatre 40 presents a reading of the
play “Person in the Basement” on
Wednesday, Jan. 6, at 7 p.m. The new
play was written and is directed by
Theatre 40 company member David
Datz. A family ponders what to do
when they discover an unknown person – perhaps homeless – living in
their basement. The cast includes
Harry Herman, Gail Johnston,
Charlotte Williams, David Westbay
and Meghan Lloyd. The play reading
is free, but donations are accepted.
theatre40.org.

Beverly Hills
Chamber

Join the Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce for its January Networking
Breakfast on Friday Jan 8, from 8:30
to 10 a.m., via Zoom. Chamber mem-

bers, local professionals and community leaders will collaborate. Build
business, and learn about events in
Beverly Hills. Admission is $10 for
members;
$20
for
guests.
members.beverlyhillschamber.com.

Culinary history

The Culinary Historians of Southern
California welcomes its president
Charles Perry for “That Farm Town,
L.A.,” a virtual program on Saturday,
Jan. 9, at 10:30 a.m., via Zoom. Perry
was formerly a staff writer for the Los
Angeles Times’
Food
Section
from 1990 to
2008 and is an
expert on food
history – particularly pertaining
to
Southern
California and
the Middle East. Many people may be
surprised to learn that Los Angeles
once was a major agricultural region
known for many fruit and vegetable
farms, as well as dairies and chicken
farms. The lecture also celebrates
CHSC’s 25th anniversary. Tickets are
free, but reservations are required and
close 24 hours in advance.
eventbrite.com/e/culinary-historyprogram-that-farm-town-la-withcharles-perry-tickets-133195550477.

Stogie Kenyatta

Santa Monica Playhouse presents a
livestreamed performance of Stogie
Kenyatta’s NAACP award-winning
solo show “The World is my HomeThe Life of Paul Robeson” on
Saturday, Jan. 9, at 5 p.m. The “Turnof-the-Century Love Story” is about
the triumphs and tragedy of Robeson,
including his close friendship with
Albert Einstein, his affection for the
Jewish people, his complex 44-year
marriage and his role during an amazing yet painful period of American
history. Kenyatta plays 12 characters
and virtually ages from 5 to 65. The
soundtrack includes music by Duke
Ellington, John Coltrane, Fats Waller,
Cab Calloway, Louis Armstrong and
Robeson himself. Admission is $20
per household. santamonicaplayhouse.com/paulrobesononline.html.
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Steve Afriat mourned by
many in local community

Steve Afriat, a longtime political consultant, lobbyist and advocate well known for his work in
West Hollywood and Los
Angeles, died on Dec. 28 at the
age of 68.
Afriat was CEO of the Afriat
Consulting Group and was
involved in numerous political
campaigns over the past three
decades, including those of former
West
Hollywood
Councilmembers John Duran,
John D’Amico and Abbe Land;
Los Angeles County Assessor
Jeff Prang; Los Angeles City
Councilman Paul Koretz; and
former
L.A.
City
Councilmembers Herb Wesson
and Jan Perry. Afriat also served
on the staff of former Los
Angeles City Councilman and
County
Supervisor
Zev
Yaroslavsky, who publicly
offered condolences on Tuesday
via Twitter.
“He was a close friend for
more than 40 years,” Yaroslavsky
tweeted. “Steve was my chief of
staff in the early ‘80s, the first
openly gay man to hold such a
post at Los Angeles City Hall. An
effective advocate, he maintained
his humanity through it all. RIP,
Steve.”
Afriat was also well known in
the local LGBTQ and Jewish
communities, and was a strong
advocate of Democratic causes.
Duran credited him with being a
person he turned to for “resolve
and uplifting.”
“He was my friend and advisor
for 30 years,” Duran said in a
statement posted on Facebook.
“He helped start the first AIDS
Walk here in Los Angeles in the
early ‘80s. He was at the heart of
Los Angeles politics for decades
representing his LGBT community and Jewish community. He was
deeply involved in Democratic
politics and somebody that most
elected officials and candidates
turned to for advice.”
Other local political leaders
also offered condolences.
“Deeply saddened to hear of
the passing of a friend and mentor: Steve Afriat,” Assemblyman

photo courtesy of Afriat Consulting Group

Steve Afriat

Richard
Bloom
(D-Santa
Monica) tweeted. “A man who
loved to gab, Steve was at once
smart, well informed, strategic
and most of all, as kind and gentle a human being I will ever
know.”
Afriat was involved with
incorporation
of
West
Hollywood in 1984, as well as
many notable projects in the city
during the following years. He
was a consultant for Charles S.
Cohen, president of Cohen
Brother Realty Corporation and
owner of the Pacific Design
Center.
“The Afriat Consulting Group
has been a critical part of my
team since I purchased the
Pacific Design Center in 1999.
Thanks to them, I received
approvals for extensive renovations and for a new 400,000
square-foot office building, both
expeditiously and with broad
political and community support,” Cohen said. “They continue to be part of my inner circle.”
Afriat was also involved with
the London West Hollywood,
SOHO House and Arts Club
developments. His firm’s clients
included many outdoor advertising, entertainment, automotive,
financial, health care and retail
companies.
“My heart goes out to
[Afriat’s] husband Curtis. They
were married for 30 years,”
Duran added. “And to all of those
who loved him, God bless you
Steve and all your wisdom. You
will never be forgotten.”

Travelers must quarantine
when entering L.A. County

The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health issued
an order on Dec. 28 requiring all
residents who traveled outside of
the county and recently returned to
quarantine for 14 days.
The COVID-19 virus can take up
to two weeks to incubate, and for
many people, the virus causes no
illness or symptoms, public health
authorities said. If someone goes
back to work, shopping or goes to
gatherings, they could easily transmit the virus to others.
The county’s number of new
COVID-19 cases now consistently
exceeds 13,000 cases per day, with
some days exceeding 15,000 cases,
authorities said. When the current
surge began more than 60 days ago,
the average number of cases was
approximately 1,200 cases a day.
On average, nine to 10 people in
L.A. County test positive for
COVID-19 every minute or, 540 to
600 people test positive every hour.

Based on recent trends, a high number of COVID-19 cases will result
in increased hospitalizations and
deaths, authorities said.
Because of the likelihood of
exposure to COVID-19 while traveling outside of L.A. County, everyone who has traveled or are planning to travel back into the county
must quarantine for 14 days,
according to a Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health press
release. Anyone who experiences
symptoms or had a positive test
must isolate for 14 days and until
they are fever-free for 24 hours.
The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health recommends that people under quarantine
not leave their homes or have any
visitors. Find others who can help
buy groceries and other essential
items. Those seeking help during
self-quarantine, such as assistance in
getting groceries, can call 211 or
visit publichealth.lacounty.gov.

Police get proactive in preventing street takeovers

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Street racers beware, police are
taking a new approach to preventing dangerous illegal takeovers at
intersections and won’t hesitate to
make arrests and pursue prosecution,
Los
Angeles
Police
Department Capt. Shannon Paulson
said.
That’s the message from the
LAPD’s Wilshire Division, which
has been the site of numerous illegal
street takeovers during the past
months. Paulson said they have
been occurring almost weekly on
Sundays at different intersections
along San Vicente and La Cienega
boulevards, as well as other major
streets in the Wilshire area.
Authorities are fed up, she added.
Street takeovers involve drivers
in high-performance cars and large
crowds of spectators who show up
spontaneously and block traffic at
intersections. In the center of the
intersections, vehicles perform a
stunt known as drifting, with
engines revving and tires spinning
as the cars rotate in tight circles.
Members of the crowd stand dangerously close to the vehicles as
they spin on the verge of going out
of control.
Paulson said the people involved
are “highly organized” on social
media and it is believed they travel
to predetermined locations at specific times. Officers attempt to
monitor social media for clues
about when and where a takeover
will happen. The incidents frequently occur on Sundays, known in
street racing circles as “Sunday
Funday.”
Police assembled in large numbers on Dec. 27 at two locations
where street takeovers had previously occurred to make sure they
were ready if the drivers showed up
or took over a nearby intersection.
Paulson said the operation was successful, as no takeovers were
known to have occurred in the
Wilshire area last Sunday. She
added that police are taking the situation very seriously and the new
approach will be repeated.
“Unfortunately, this is something
they do on a regular basis. I believe
it’s only a matter of time before a
tragedy occurs here,” Paulson said.
“This is criminal activity, don’t get
me wrong. We’ve seen people

photo courtesy of the LAPD

LAPD patrol vehicles were stationed near the intersection of San Vicente
and Hauser Boulevards, the site of previous illegal street takeovers.

injured and we’ve seen people
killed in other parts of the city. We
have had them throw rocks and bottles at officers when they come to
stop this activity. It can be a very
dangerous atmosphere.”

“I believe it’s only
a matter of time
before a tragedy
occurs here. This
is criminal
activity, don’t get
me wrong.”
-Capt. Shannon Paulson
LAPD Wilshire Division

Paulson said street takeovers
have repeatedly occurred at the
intersection of La Cienega
Boulevard and Cadillac Avenue,
near a large Kaiser Permanente
Medical Center. During a street
takeover earlier this year, a driver
lost control while performing a
stunt and careened off the roadway,
almost hitting a water main crucial
to the hospital’s operations. Paulson
said hospital administrators told her

it could have forced a major emergency at the medical center had the
vehicle struck the pipe and damaged infrastructure.
“It was a very serious situation,”
she said. “If that had happened, I
was told, it would have forced the
hospital’s evacuation. That’s definitely something we don’t want to
happen during the current situation
with the pandemic.”
The recent operation involved
officers amassing near La Cienega
Boulevard and Cadillac Avenue, as
well as San Vicente and Hauser
Boulevards for a majority of the
afternoon and evening. Paulson
said top LAPD officials sanctioned
the operation and specialized police
resources were used. To illustrate
the impact illegal street takeovers
have on public safety, Paulson said
those resources were directed away
from crime suppression in other
parts of the city that addresses
homicides and violence. The recent
deployment is one of many tools
being considered, and police plan to
work more closely with the Los
Angeles City Attorney’s Office on
potential legal action against those
organizing and participating in the
takeovers.
“We wanted to have a high-visibility and prevent a takeover from
the beginning,” Paulson said. “We
want to send a very strong message
that this won’t be tolerated.”

4 December 31, 2020

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

Quick response prevents potential tragedy ‘Operation Pinch-A-Grinch’
Authorities stress
reduces holiday thefts
importance of
n

By edwin folven

fire safety

By edwin folven

The Beverly Hills Fire
Department quickly extinguished a
small fire on Dec. 26 that started in
an apartment in the 200 block of
South Reeves Drive.
BHFD personnel received a call
from a resident of the building at
4:31 p.m. after a smoke alarm was
activated in one of the ground-floor
units, Deputy Fire Chief Joseph
Matsch said. Firefighters found
smoke in the unit and a small fire
on a dresser and wall. The flames
were extinguished in minutes, but
firefighters ventilated the walls and
checked to ensure there were no
further flare-ups, he said.
Firefighting operations concluded
at 5:23 p.m. Damage from the
flames was contained to a single
room; however there was smoke
damage throughout the apartment.
Matsch said the unit was unoccupied when firefighters arrived.
They found evidence that a candle
had been left burning unattended on
the dresser, potentially causing the
fire, although the exact cause
remains under investigation, he
added.
Matsch said the fire illustrates the
danger of leaving an open flame
unattended, including candles. He
credited the smoke alarm and a
quick response from the fire department – which arrived within
approximately two minutes of
receiving the call – with preventing

photo courtesy of Lili Bosse

Firefighters prevented a blaze in an apartment on Reeves Drive from
spreading to other units.

the situation from being much
worse.
“Beverly Hills Fire has amazing
response times so we are able to
keep most fires from becoming bigger problems,” Matsch said. “Every
minute of time, a fire grows exponentially. The smoke detector activated and a lady called. If this had
been a 15 minute response time, the
situation would have been much
different.”
Matsch said the blaze was determined to be accidental and there
was no criminal activity. He had no

further information about the occupant of the unit. The incident would
be referred to the city’s building
and safety and code enforcement
departments for follow-up if necessary, he added.
Councilwoman Lili Bosse posted
a photo from the fire scene on
social media and thanked firefighters for preventing a larger tragedy.
“Grateful to our Beverly Hills
firefighters who were there to help
residents on Reeves Drive,” Bosse
said. “Grateful for them today, and
every day.”

City attorney cautions about vaccine scams
Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer is warning the public to
beware of COVID-19 vaccination
scams.
“While the arrival of a COVID19 vaccine is terrific news, it won’t
be available on a widespread basis
until late spring or early summer,”
Feuer said. “In the meantime, there
will be a wait, and that is an opportunity for scammers to try to sell
you fake vaccines that are ineffective at best, and dangerous at
worst.”
Feuer has posted a video message warning people about potential scams. He also asked residents
to spread the message to older
members of the population.
“If you get a call or a text or an
email, or even someone knocking
on your door claiming they can
give you early access to the vaccine or that they know someone
who can, that’s a scam,” Feuer
said. “Don’t pay for the promise of

2020!
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Los Angeles City Attorney Mike Feuer posted a video about the potential
scams as part of his Message From Mike series.

access to the vaccine or share your
personal information. Instead,
report the scam to the FTC or contact our office at lacityattorney.org.
Fake vaccines which haven’t
undergone testing or clinical trials

could make you sick, so please be
on guard.”
To watch the video message, visit
youtube.com/watch?v=E9admws_
nRc&feature=youtu.be. For information, visit lacityattorney.org.

Tips for fire safety offered for the winter season
American Red Cross members in
the Los Angeles region responded
to 12 home fires last weekend, providing emergency financial assistance and virtual one-on-one support for 36 individuals.
“These calls can be challenging,
because no one should have to deal
with this kind of tragedy during the
holidays,” volunteer Valerie Eads
said. “In this instance, we were able
to provide financial assistance for
lodging, food and clothing, if needed. In addition, the Red Cross is
dedicated to helping families with
their needs and some of those

Police are reporting fewer
package thefts in the Wilshire
area during the holidays as a
result of an innovative operation
that caught suspects red-handed.
Known as “Operation Pinch-AGrinch,” the operation involved a
collaboration between the police
department and residents in neighborhoods throughout the local
community. While meeting with
community groups during early
fall, Wilshire Division Capt.
Shannon Paulson asked homeowners and apartment building
managers if they would volunteer
to allow police to hold a “bait”
operation for package theft on
their properties. Paulson said she
received an enthusiastic response,
with dozens of people in many
neighborhoods throughout the
division willing to participate.
During the operation, an undercover officer driving a delivery
truck and posing as a delivery
person dropped off packages with
GPS tracking devices inside at
predetermined
locations.
Undercover officers held stakeouts nearby, waiting for suspects
to steal the packages, which also
contained actual merchandise.
Twelve people were arrested for
grand and petty theft, burglary
and receiving stolen property during the operation. Paulson said
when questioned, some suspects
admitted to frequently stealing
packages. She added that the
operation made an impact, as statistics for thefts during December
were 30% lower this year than
the holiday period in 2019.

“We have used these types of
tactics against other kinds of property thefts like vehicle break-ins
and car thefts, but this is the first
time, to my knowledge, for package theft,” Paulson said. “With the
pandemic, you have a whole new
generation doing online shopping.
People are using that option
instead of going to stores.
Knowing what we experienced
last year during the holidays and
knowing this year we would likely see a heightened number of
package deliveries, we decided to
take this new approach.”
Paulson said the detectives who
regularly investigate thefts were
among the first to sign on to the
new program, but officers from all
other units at the station eagerly
took turns in the undercover operation. She added that officers
sometimes waited for hours before
a theft occurred, while other times
it happened within minutes. Police
believe thieves frequently follow
delivery trucks or wait in neighborhoods for one to arrive.
“We want them to know that
next time, the delivery truck they
are following may be full of police
officers,” Paulson added.
Residents interested in participating in similar operations are
encouraged to contact the
Wilshire Division Community
Relations Office by calling
(213)473-0200, or emailing
wilshirecro@lapd.online. Posters
are also available for posting as a
warning to would-be thieves.
“If people are willing and
believe their home is a vulnerable
location, we’d be happy to hear
from them,” Paulson added.

affected asked for mental, health
and spiritual care.”
Red Cross volunteers have been
trained to maintain a social distance
and follow proper safety procedures to continue serving communities impacted by local disasters
during the coronavirus pandemic.
With the New Year holiday weekend, the Red Cross urged people to
stay vigilant and properly warm
their homes, paying particular
attention to space heaters.
A 2020 Red Cross survey
showed that more than half of people used space heaters, which are

involved in most fatal home heating
fires. Provide at least three feet of
space for all heating equipment,
and never leave space heaters unattended. Do not place heaters on
rugs and carpets, or near bedding
and drapes.
The Red Cross is also cautioning
people to prevent house fires by
promptly removing Christmas trees
and never leaving fires or candles
unattended. Test smoke alarms
monthly and practice home fire
escape plans.
For
information,
visit
redcross.org.
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WeHo tries to get public on board for rail

n Outreach program

includes billboards,
online presence

BY CAMERON KISZLA
The West Hollywood City
Council authorized an additional
$80,000 for community outreach
related to the Crenshaw Northern
Extension Metro rail line on Dec. 21.
The vote passed unanimously as part
of the council’s consent calendar.
“It was important for us to move
forward with an outreach plan to
bring our community and the region
along. We know that people in West
Hollywood have been waiting for
this for a long time so we’ve got to
keep moving forward,” Mayor
Lindsey Horvath said.
The funds, to be paid out of the
city’s portion of Measure M tax
funds for transportation-related
uses, bring the total amount to be
paid to the Robert Group for outreach assistance to more than
$250,000 since the Los Angelesbased public affairs firm began
working with the city in 2015.
David Fenn, an associate planner
for the city, said it’s important to get
the outreach started now so that any
potential problems can be mitigated
before they arise.
“Once we’re turning dirt and
shovels and bulldozers are moving,
there’s not really a lot of recourse if
there are issues with the design. It’s
harder to change it later, whereas
now it’s more fluid,” Fenn said.
The next steps for the outreach
program include several priorities:
community feedback on how the
rail line would fit into West
Hollywood, raising awareness of
the rail project in the community,
raising awareness of the ongoing
environmental impact report being
conducted by Metro, and outreach
for sources of funding for the project.
Fenn said the city will encourage
its residents to contact Metro directly with their concerns and preferences, as Metro is studying three
potential routes. The routes all
begin where the Crenshaw/LAX
line currently ends at Crenshaw and

Exposition boulevards, then travel
north up Crenshaw Boulevard and
San Vicente Boulevard. Once on
San Vicente, two routes split, one
going north up La Brea Avenue and
another going up Fairfax Avenue.
The Fairfax route splits again at
Beverly Boulevard, with the hybrid
route heading west until it turns
north onto San Vicente Boulevard
again, then turns at Santa Monica
Boulevard. All three routes run east
along Santa Monica Boulevard,
then turn north on Highland Avenue
before joining the red line at the
Hollywood/Highland station. A
potential continuation of the line
past the Hollywood/Highland station, which would provide a more
direct connection to the Hollywood
Bowl, is also considered.
Two of these options will eventually be ruled out, and given that the
routes all service West Hollywood
to different degrees, Fenn said it’s
important for the city’s residents to
make their voices heard soon and
often.
“They’re going to ultimately put
this where they hear the people
want it. If our residents are quiet
and people from farther east are
more vocal in this process, there’s a
real possibility that Metro could
choose another alternative. Now is
the time for our residents and businesses to start talking to Metro
directly,” Fenn said.
Due to the pandemic, Fenn said
the city will begin with digital outreach – such as on billboards and on
the screens located in the city’s new
bus shelters – and mailers, then
return to in-person events once it’s
safe to do so.
“It’s totally dependent on what
happens with the pandemic,” Fenn
said. “The way we drafted the budget for the consultant, it’s intended
to be flexible.”
“I think the more information we
are able to share with people, the
better, and meeting people where
they’re at is essential, and that’s
what we’re doing … During this
time of COVID and staying at
home, people are more digitally
engaged than they’ve ever been,
and we should be embracing 21st
century methods of communication

with people and using all resources
available to reach people however
we can,” Horvath said.
Other outreach methods are aiming to reach potential riders of the
new rail line. For instance, the city
will unveil early next year signs on
potential station sites that include
QR codes that will take users to an
interactive map showing how their
commute or trip could be shorter
with the Crenshaw Northern
Extension.
“I don’t know if people have put
together [that] if I’m at Santa
Monica and San Vicente, I could get
to the airport in 20 or 25 minutes,
regardless of traffic, every time
[using the rail line],” Fenn said.
“It’s going to be huge to let people
visualize that and imagine the
impact on their everyday lives.”
The city’s outreach program will
also examine different funding
methods for the project, which is
expected to cost several billion dollars in total. With enough funding,
however, the project could get
accelerated by up to 20 years from
an expected 2047 opening date to
an opening in time for the 2028
Olympic Games in Los Angeles.
That could require West Hollywood
to pay 25% of the project cost within city limits – potentially hundreds
of millions of dollars – and the city
is looking to partner with the city
and county of Los Angeles, as well
as the state and federal government,
to find a way to fund the project and
accelerate the timeline.
“We’ve been waiting a long time
in West Hollywood for rail to come
to our city,” Horvath said. “If we
want the opportunity to accelerate
[the project] ... we’ve got to be
ready to move. it’s important that
everyone be dialed in and understand what’s happening with the
project as it moves forward. We
need to be ready to move, and that’s
what our residents want, too.”
Fenn noted that while “everything would have to go perfectly”
from this point onward for the rail
line to be finished in time for the
Olympics, it is still possible. And
even if the project is not done in
time for 2028, any accelerated timeline would bring a big benefit to the

photo courtesy of Metro

West Hollywood officials hope to help bring Metro rail service to the city
in the next decade.

residents of West Hollywood.
“This is a 100-year investment
that will change mobility for West
Hollywood and Central Los
Angeles, and our residents are supportive of it,” Fenn said. “The ball

is really in Metro’s court and our
funding partners to get it across the
finish line. It would be great to get
it done [in time for the Olympics],
but if we can’t, it’s still great for the
residents and the city.”

Notable quotes

When asked by Edward R. Murrow during a television interview on
April 12, 1955, who owned the patent for the polio vaccine, its inventor, Jonas Salk, responded:
“The people, I would say. There is no patent. Could you patent the
sun?”
Jonas Salk
1914-1995
Perhaps the coronavirus vaccine patents could also be shared with
the world.

Goodbye 2020!
Ring in the New Year in style!

AHF marks 1.5 million patients with billboards

AIDS Healthcare Foundation,
the largest global AIDS organization and which now operates in 45
countries, announced that it has
reached a remarkable new milestone in its history: as of Dec. 1 –
World AIDS Day – AHF now provides lifesaving HIV/AIDS medical care and services to 1.5 million individuals worldwide
through its U.S., Europe, Africa,
Latin America/Caribbean and
Asia bureaus.
AHF previously crossed the 1
million patient mark in October
2018. Despite the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, AHF was
able to add 36 new global treatment clinics and 114,667 new
patients since February, just as the
coronavirus was taking hold and
wreaking havoc worldwide.
“It is a privilege to report that
AHF has now reached a truly
heartwarming new milestone:
AHF now has 1,500,000 lives in
care across the globe,” said
Michael Weinstein, AHF president. “When you consider that we
started with one small but mighty
25-bed facility known as Chris
Brownlie Hospice during the early

image courtesy of AHF

Billboards in Los Angeles are celebrating the AIDS Healthcare
Foundation for reaching the 1.5 million-patient milestone.

days of the AIDS epidemic back
in 1989, or that we set what we
thought was a lofty goal of reaching 100,000 lives in care – something which we accomplished in
2009 – this is a momentous
achievement. And one that AHF’s
leadership and board of directors
share with all our staff and AHF
family, whether they work at a
care site, an Out of the Closet thrift
store, an AHF Pharmacy or in an
administrative position. What
makes this so gratifying is that we
know that AHF’s potential to
march those last miles to ending
AIDS as an epidemic are within
our reach and capability. Now,
onward to 2 million lives in care.”
To mark its 1.5 million-patient

milestone, AHF is rolling out a
new billboard campaign in six U.S.
cities with 21 billboards, starting in
Los Angeles, then expanding to
Atlanta, Dallas, South Florida and
the Northeast. The campaign will
also be shared with some global
countries and sites.
The artwork, created by Jason
Farmer, senior director of AHF
Marketing, features an image of
white numbers and letters making
up ‘1.5 MILLION’ on a backdrop
of a crowd of thousands of people, giving the billboard a pointillist effect – one that underscores
the concept of all the lives now
under AHF’s care globally.
For information, visit aidshealth.org.

Party Paper Goods, Decorations, Party
Favors, Centerpieces, Horns, Hats,
Banners & More!
Shop early to avoid standing in line!
We are following the guidelines of wearing a
mask and reduced number of shoppers at a time.
Thank you for your patronage!
10% off all merchandise in the store
with this coupon! • exp 12/31/20
discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

5969 Melrose Ave. • (corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124
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WeHo approves assistance for small businesses
n Council votes to

create task force and
round table

BY LAURA COLEMAN
Small brick and mortar retailers
in West Hollywood can look forward to some additional economic
help in the new year following the
City Council’s vote on Dec. 21 to
institute several business recovery
measures.
“The intent behind this … really
is to help our most vulnerable businesses,” Councilwoman Sepi Shyne
said. “The whole point of this is to
really keep our businesses going, at
least until we get funding from the
new federal government.”
In passing the item, the council
directed staff to implement seven
specific measures, including developing a small business grant program and organizing a business
roundtable to gather feedback from
small business owners, in addition
to creating a Business Recovery
Task Force to develop an economic
blueprint for West Hollywood.
The item will return to council
again in January with a more codified plan that also includes how to
best allocate $250,000 to local businesses in a manner that will be most
helpful. As outlined in the staff
report, that amount could provide
up to 50 grants at $5,000 each.
West Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce CEO Genevieve Morrill
said she was very supportive of the
steps the council was taking to support the business community.
“This shows the business community the council’s commitment
to our issues. And we can certainly
use all the help we can get right
now,” she said.
While grants ranging from
$5,000 to $10,000 – the amount
now under consideration – are
unlikely to “save” a small business,
according to Morrill, it will certainly help to ease the pain, she said.
Before the 4-1 vote, both Mayor
Lindsey Horvath, the lone no vote,
and Councilman John Erickson
pushed back against immediately
creating a task force, with Horvath
suggesting that a council study session with the business community
would be more meaningful.
“I don’t think we need another
task force,” Erickson said.
Before reversing his stance on
not wanting to pass the motion,
Erickson noted that while he liked
the idea conceptually, he didn’t support creating another Brown Act
body which requires a host of protocols ensuring appropriate public
noticing.
Horvath said that while she was
supportive of the item’s intention,
she was uncertain how the measures would be successfully executed and actually reach the people
they’re meant to help.
The task force is intended to
bring various stakeholders to the
table to provide recommendations
to the council on issues related to
small business success, recovery,
diversification and supportive policies.
Retailer Larry Block, who owns
the Block Party and who ran for
City Council on the November ballot, said the critical piece would be
bringing back customers inside the
stores.
“No matter what you do, and no
matter what we do together, there’s
no solution unless we’re opened up
for business and can let customers
come in and we can start rebuilding

everything,” he said during public
comment. “I do appreciate the
effort. We need to bring customers
back.”
The Dec. 21 staff highlighted
how the COVID-19 public health
emergency and the resulting economic shutdown, which forced
most businesses in West Hollywood
to close, reduce service or change
their normal operations, have significantly impacted the city.
“The pandemic has led to the
sharpest and deepest economic contraction in California’s modern history. It is unclear how long these
health orders will continue in one

way or another and how great the
economic ramifications of this public health emergency will be,” the
report read.
Mayor Pro Tempore Lauren
Meister underscored how the measures are really intended to support
small businesses. She said that
longer term, the measures would
align with the economic needs
study the council directed staff to
undertake several months ago.
“The task force is more long term
… looking ahead, how do we deal
with our economic climate and
See WeHo page 22

photo courtesy of the West Hollywood Chamber of Commerce

Clubs like the Troubadour have had no path to opening since March.
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Recovery moves online for New Year’s Eve

n No #BOOM! this year,

though WHRC will hold
online 12-step meetings

By Cameron kiszla
Due to the pandemic, there will
be no #BOOM! party for those who
wish to remain sober this New
Year’s Eve.
For seven years, the celebration
in West Hollywood has provided a
drug- and alcohol-free alternative to
bars and parties during a holiday
known for overindulgence.
Jimmy Palmieri, co-founder of
#BOOM!, said the restrictions on
gatherings made holding the event
impossible, and the decision was
made this past spring to cancel
#BOOM!
West Hollywood Mayor Lindsey
Horvath noted that “unfortunately,
this is another COVID casualty.”
“It’s something that we look forward to bringing back to our community in a safe way next year,”
Horvath said.
Palmieri noted that with videoconferencing technology, people
could ring in the new year virtually
with loved ones.
“Staying connecting is of utmost
importance to me,” Palmieri said.
“We have FaceTime, the ability to
celebrate online with family.”
With no in-person gatherings of
any kind encouraged, local leaders
still want the recovery community
to seek assistance when they need
it.
“The holidays are a period of
time when there’s a lot of relapse in

the recovery community. It’s the
families, it’s the pressure of the holidays, and now we have this extra
added layer of a pandemic, focusing us to isolate and stay at home. If
anything, this is time to double up
on their meetings instead of falling
off,” former City Councilman John
Duran said.
Duran, who has been sober for 24
years, noted that “the most dangerous place in the world for addicts
and alcoholics is between our two
ears, trapped in our own heads,
especially in isolation.” Instead of
remaining alone, Duran is encouraging people in recovery to attend
Zoom meetings for Alcoholics
Anonymous, which the West
Hollywood Recovery Center
offered all day on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day and will do
again on New Year’s Eve and New
Year’s Day.
“When addicts and alcoholics are
left alone in their thoughts, they can
really make some poor decisions,”
Duran said. “To whatever degree is
possible, getting alcoholics to connect with one another on Zoom and
other platforms is critical to people
staying sober, especially over the
holidays. Alcoholism is a disease of
the mind, and it can be very dangerous for people to be alone … You
have got to get to a meeting. This is
our medicine, and even during the
midst of a pandemic, you’ve got to
take your medicine.”
“Just don’t be alone, there’s no
reason to be, particularly when so
many people want you around,”
Palmieri added.
Horvath noted that the WHRC,

Christmas tree recycling offered
LA Sanitation and Environment
is encouraging residents to use the
city’s Christmas tree recycling program – an important way to help the
environment.
LASAN, which oversees this
annual program, provides residents
with safe and environmentallyfriendly options for recycling holiday trees. The program annually
recycles between 90,000-100,000
trees that may otherwise end up in a
landfill. The trees are turned into
mulch and compost available free to
residents.
“Our Christmas tree recycling is
one of our most successful and
important environmental programs
each year,” LASAN Director and
General Manager Enrique C.
Zaldivar said. “Angelenos do a
great job in properly recycling their
trees and we appreciate the support
as they are reused as mulch and
compost that is available free to residents.”
New this year is a pilot program
in which residents can request free

curbside tree collection through
Amazon Alexa by downloading the
app onto their smartphone or
Amazon assistant device. For information, visit lacitysan.org/treerecycle. LASAN partnered with
Salesforce, Amazon, Slalom and
Scale Capacity on the project,
which is a first in the country.
Trees can be left curbside on regular collection days. They can also
be cut into pieces and placed in the
green yard trimming bins. Residents
of multifamily buildings should
place Christmas trees curbside on
collection days. Remove all ornaments and tinsel.
Additionally, Christmas trees can
be dropped off at 13 Los Angeles
Fire Department stations including
Fire Station 29, 4029 Wilshire
Blvd., as well as in the parking lot at
the Los Angeles Zoo, 5333 Zoo
Drive, in Griffith Park.
For information and a complete
list of drop-off locations, call
(800)773-2489,
or
visit
lacitysan.org/treerecycle.

WeHo encourages holiday recycling

The city of West Hollywood is
providing residents with information about end-of-year trash and
recycling.
The city’s solid waste hauler,
Athens Services, will not pick up
trash on New Year’s Day. Services
will be provided one day later than
the regular scheduled pickup day.
Christmas trees are recyclable
and will be collected on normal
pickup days through the second
week of January. Remove stands,
ornaments, lights and tinsel and
place trees at the curb. Trees over 6
feet must be cut in half and those

with flocking or fire retardants are
acceptable. Do not leave trees in
plastic bags.
During the holidays, many people discard outdated electronics.
Residents should take electronics
to a collection center such as
Goodwill or the UCLA S.A.F.E.
Drop-Off Center.
Bulky or large items, such as
refrigerators, carpet and wood, can
be picked up at no charge to residents, limited to one or two items.
Call Athens Services to make
arrangements at (888)336-6100.
For information, visit weho.org.

which also holds in-person 12-step
meetings in the parking structure at
West Hollywood Park, “has been a
great partner of the city and a great
resource for the community, and
I’m glad to see that they’re stepping
up in this very meaningful way to
provide resources and support to
people who need it most during this
time of the holidays.”
“The holidays can be particularly
difficult for people to navigate when
they’re dealing with sobriety and
we’re glad our partners are stepping
up to reach people,” Horvath said.
“We hope that this relationship that
they’re developing with people continues into the new year.”

photo by Cameron Kiszla

While many 12-step meetings in West Hollywood were held at the Log
Cabin before the pandemic, the West Hollywood Recovery Center now
holds most meetings on Zoom.
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Beverly Hills hotels to defer TOT payments, again

By laura coleman

The Beverly Hills City Council
unanimously supported allowing
local hotels to defer transient occupancy tax payments to the city for a
third time on Dec. 21. The council
had previously allowed hotels to
defer TOT payments in March and
May.
“We all know that the tourism
market has been among the hardest
hit of any industry,” said
Councilwoman Lili Bosse, who
worked on the ad hoc committee
with Mayor Lester Friedman to
review the request to defer payments. “We were finally beginning
to see an uptick … and then we had
this shut down … clearly, it’s been
the hardest year … and we felt that

we needed to help in every way that
we can.”
Council members emphasized
how the hospitality industry has
been particularly hard hit throughout the pandemic and is now facing
even greater challenges after Gov.
Gavin Newsom enhanced the state’s
regional stay-at-home order prohibiting hotels from accepting or
honoring reservations for nonessential travel starting Dec. 6.
“We’re a partner with these hotels
and they’ve been a tremendous asset
to us with TOT funding in the years
past, and this year as things are really challenging, we need to be a partner with them,” Bosse added.
In approving the item, the council
authorized local hotels to work out
individual agreements with the city

Police commissioner remembered
The Los Angeles Police
Department is among many mourning the loss of former Police
Commissioner Rose Matsui Ochi,
who died on Dec. 13.
Ochi served on the Los Angeles
Board of Police Commissioners
from August 2001 to June 2005, and
played a significant role in the development of policies and procedures
that helped the LAPD realize its core
value of quality through continuous
improvement, police said. Her work
helped guide the department following the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks, and during the initial phases
of the federal consent decree.

Ochi also served for more than 20
years in the Office of the Mayor and
the Criminal Justice Planning
Office, and later became the first
executive director of the California
Forensic Science Institute. She also
made history as the first Asian
American to serve as assistant attorney general, advising former
President Bill Clinton.
“Rose Matsui Ochi’s influence on
this city and nation will be felt for
years to come. She was a tremendous force fighting for civil rights,
justice reform and law enforcement
accountability and integrity,” LAPD
Chief Michel Moore said.

to defer specific monthly payments
over a six-month period starting in
April and continuing through
October.
The city’s Finance Director Jeff
Muir said he estimated the city
would receive between $6 to $8 million over that six-month period
beginning in April from the deferred
payments.
TOT payments from May to
October 2020 were not requested for
deferment and remain on the current
payment cycle due on the last day of
the following month.
“It’s been a challenging year for
our hotels and the tourism industry
as a whole,” said Laura Biery, the
city’s marketing and economic sustainability manager. “These agreements will be negotiated on an individual basis (and) the hotel will need
to opt in.”
Peninsula Hotel Managing
Director Offer Nissenbaum used
public comment during the meeting
to highlight how meaningful the
deferral of payments is for the
hotels.
“Obviously, with the recent stayat-home order on the ban on anything but essential travel, cash flow
for hotels has come to a complete
halt. It’s really a dire situation,” he
said.
Julie Wagner, CEO at the Beverly
Hills Conference and Visitors
Bureau, said the closing of leisure
travel was particularly harmful for
the hotels.
“I think everyone was thinking
we would start to recover much
more quickly than we are,” Wagner

photo courtesy of the Beverly Wilshire, A Four Seasons Hotel

The Beverly Wilshire is among the properties in Beverly Hills that will be
allowed to defer hotel tax payments to the city until April.

said “The main thing is that hotels
need the cash flow to be able to stay
in operation. Now all hotels are
back in a situation where cash flow
isn't there.”
Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce CEO and President
Todd Johnson said the chamber was
supportive of any action that would
benefit the hotels.
“They are obviously extremely
important for our city and they are
struggling to get through things,” he
said.
In anticipation of the meeting,
general managers from seven hotels
co-authored a letter alerting the
council to how challenging the situation is for them and how meaningful the TOT deferral has been.
“As you know firsthand, this pandemic has been the most difficult
challenge our city’s hotels have ever
faced. While we were hoping that

recovery would be well underway
by now, the recent announcements
by L.A. County regarding outdoor
dining and now Governor
Newsom’s announcement banning
all nonessential travel, has put the
hotels in peril once again,” the Dec.
9 letter read. “Occupancy rates for
our hotels are now back to single
digits, and while we have been told
these new orders will be revisited in
three weeks, we don’t anticipate that
travel will return for the foreseeable
future.”
Friedman said he was hopeful
that 2021 would see the hospitality
industry rebound.
“The hospitality industry in general, not only the hotels, but restaurants, have really been hit hard by
this,” he said. “Hopefully the hotels
will be robust with business from
the latter part of the first quarter and
will be back on track, hopefully.”

ALL ABOARD THE

Blue Plate EXPRESS
dinners for 4 - $40

Take Out & Curb Side Pick Up Available Now thru 1-6-2021

#1 Blue Plate EXPRESS

#4 Blue Plate EXPRESS

#2 Blue Plate EXPRESS

#5 Blue Plate EXPRESS

Chicken Pot Pies -moist chicken, green peas, carrots,
potatoes and gravy topped with buttery crust
Mixed green salad with choice of dressing
Choice of whole fruit pie or a Full Stack Hotcakes
Meatloaf – Topped with brown mushroom gravy
Creamy Mashed potatoes
Fresh Seasonal Vegetables
Choice of whole fruit pie or a Full Stack Hotcakes

#3 Blue Plate EXPRESS

Lemon Chicken Breast
Creamy Mashed Potatoes
Fresh Seasonal Vegetables
Choice of whole fruit pie or a Full Stack Hotcakes

Mini French Dip Sandwiches with au jus
and Coleslaw
Choice of whole fruit pie or a
Full Stack of Hotcakes
(2) Full Stacks – Buttermilk Hotcakes
Scrambled Eggs
Hash Browns
Bacon or Sausage
Freshly brewed Coffee
Add 5.00 for any Specialty Hotcakes

Open Everyday
7 am-8 pm
In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447

Order Direct or from
Chow Now • Postmates
DoorDash • Uber Eats

Follow Us!

@duparsfm
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New work planned for subway project
No Purple Line Extension subway work will occur on New Year’s
Day, and subway work will also be
temporarily suspended in the city of
Beverly Hills on New Year’s Eve.
New work has been announced at
the western end of the project in
Century City, where a temporary
full closure of Constellation
Boulevard west of Avenue of the
Stars will be implemented as early
as Jan. 8. The closure will enable
crews to complete piling and decking during light traffic conditions
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The full closure will remain in
place 24 hours through April 4.
Vehicles will not be permitted onto
Constellation Boulevard west of
Avenue of the Stars to Solar Way.
A partial lane closure of
Constellation Boulevard east of
Avenue of the Stars will also be
implemented on weekdays from
early January through April 4 to
facilitate construction. The Century
Park driveway will remain open
only on weekdays and the road will
be fully closed to traffic each weekend from 8 p.m. on Friday through
6 a.m. on Monday.
Preparations also continue in
Century City for the launch of twin
tunnel boring machines that will
tunnel under Beverly Hills for
approximately two years before
meeting with the first section of the
subway near Wilshire/La Cienega.
The road closures will be in place at
least through Feb. 23 while preparations continue on the tunneling
machines.
In Beverly Hills, crews have
reached an average of 80 feet on the
way to a final depth of 100 feet at
the future Wilshire/Rodeo station.
Preparations have begun for station
construction after excavation concludes in early 2021. New hauling
hours for removing soil have been
announced. From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
two lanes will be open in each
direction on Wilshire Boulevard

between El Camino and Crescent
Drive to accommodate soil removal
from the Reeves staging yard. From
10 p.m. to 10 a.m., Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to one
lane in each direction between El
Camino and Crescent drives, when
excavation will occur through deck
openings along Wilshire Boulevard
at Canon Dive, and just west of
Beverly Drive.
Ongoing ground monitoring is
also occurring in Beverly Hills
along the tunnel alignment and
around the Wilshire/Rodeo station.
New work hours are weekdays
from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. and weekends
from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. for work on
Wilshire Boulevard, and weekdays
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. in the neighborhoods surrounding Wilshire
Boulevard.
At Wilshire/La Cienega, station
construction, material deliveries,
instrumentation and concrete pouring continue. Ongoing concrete and
material deliveries to the
Wilshire/La Cienega station box are
anticipated to continue this week.
Eastbound Wilshire Boulevard may
be intermittently reduced to one
lane between La Cienega
Boulevard and Gale Drive.
Westbound Wilshire Boulevard
may be reduced to two lanes
between Gale and Hamilton drive.
The lane reductions will generally
occur two to three times per week.
Gale Drive will be intermittently
closed at Wilshire Boulevard to
support construction in the Gale
staging yard. Work hours are 4 a.m.
to 6 p.m., Monday through
Saturday. Access to Gale Drive will
be maintained from San Vicente
Boulevard.
A K-rail enclosure in the center
lanes at Wilshire/San Vicente is
anticipated to be in place through at
least the first two weeks of the new
year to support ongoing tunnel and
mitigation
work
underneath
Wilshire Boulevard. Southbound

San Vicente Boulevard may be
closed at Wilshire Boulevard on
weekends beginning Jan. 9. One
lane from southbound San Vicente
to westbound Wilshire Boulevard
will be open. A detour will be in
place.
Near Wilshire/Fairfax, station
construction, hauling and concrete
pouring are ongoing. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between San
Diego Way and Spaulding Avenue
through next August. Intermittent
photo by Edwin Folven
lane closures may be in place to support deck panel maintenance and Lane reductions will be in place on Wilshire Boulevard between Detroit
investigation. Anticipated work and June streets to facilitate construction at the Wilshire/La Brea subway
hours are 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and 7 station.
p.m. to 6 a.m., Monday through
Friday.
A K-rail work zone has been Wilshire Boulevard has been Wednesday, Jan. 13, from noon to 1
installed at the southwest corner of reduced to two lanes in each direc- p.m., via Zoom, with updates on
Wilshire Boulevard and Fairfax tion between June Street and sections one and two of the project.
Avenue to support work on Muirfield Road. Concrete and To join, call (888)788-0099, and
appendages to the main subway tun- material deliveries are anticipated use the ID: 955 7708 4809.
For questions and concerns, call
nels. Ogden Drive will be closed to continue at the site.
A K-rail enclosure at Wilshire the 24-hour project hotline at
intermittently Monday through
Saturday at Wilshire Boulevard. and Plymouth boulevards will be in (213)922-6934, email the project
Orange Grove Avenue remains place for approximately one year. team at purplelineext@metro.net,
closed south of Wilshire Boulevard Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced or visit metro.net.
to two lanes in each direction
until January 2022.
Hauling, deliveries and tunneling between Windsor and Plymouth
support are ongoing in construction boulevards. Work will occur 24
staging yards at Wilshire/La Brea, hours in the enclosure.
Near the Purple Line’s current
and from a K-rail enclosure at
Wilshire Boulevard and Orange terminus at Wilshire/Western, tunneling support and construction
Drive.
Through Feb. 27, Wilshire continue in a staging yard at
Boulevard will be reduced to two Wilshire Boulevard and Manhattan
lanes in each direction between Place. Northbound Manhattan
Detroit and June streets, and Orange Place will be intermittently closed
Drive will remain closed north of just north of Wilshire Boulevard
Wilshire Boulevard. Intermittent from 4 a.m. to midnight, Monday
lane closures on Wilshire Boulevard through Friday, and 8 a.m. to 11
and side streets between Highland p.m., Saturday. Intermittent single
Avenue and Detroit Street may be in lane closures on Wilshire
place to support construction from 6 Boulevard may be necessary
a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through between Western Avenue and
Manhattan Place. Access to busiFriday.
A work zone on the west side of nesses will be maintained and a
the intersection of Wilshire and signed pedestrian detour has been
Rimpau boulevards is anticipated to installed.
Metro will hold a webinar on
be in place through next May.

First responders get a boost
with first shots of vaccines
Los Angeles firefighters and
paramedics became the city’s first
frontline workers to receive the
COVID-19 vaccine on Dec. 28,
receiving some of the 3,200
Moderna doses to be administered
in the initial phase of vaccinations.
The vaccinations were administered at Fire Station 4 in downtown
Los Angeles. The Los Angeles Fire
Department personnel were joined
by Mayor Eric Garcetti and LAFD
Chief Ralph Terrazas.
“We can never do enough to
express our gratitude for the
courage, sacrifice, service and selflessness of our firefighters, paramedics and first responders, the
extraordinary Angelenos who put it
all on the line to administer

COVID-19 tests, protect public
health and save lives,” Garcetti
said. “The brave members of our
LAFD have earned their place at
the front of the line for this vaccine,
and even as we stay vigilant in the
face of surging cases, [this] gives us
hope for an end in sight to this
deadly pandemic.”
“[This] marks an important step
in our battle against COVID-19 as
we roll out the vaccination program
to our firefighters,” Terrazas added.
“Our first responders have been on
the front line of the pandemic since
the beginning and the vaccine is a
crucial tool we can use to protect
ourselves and others as the virus
continues to surge here in
California.”

photo courtesy of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office

The first LAFD firefighters received the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine on
Monday.

Two more first responder vaccination sites were expected to be
established at fire stations in Watts
and the San Fernando Valley. The

Partnership helps vaccines reach nursing homes
Los Angeles County announced
the launch of a partnership with the
city of Los Angeles and the public
health service company Curative on
Dec. 29 to deliver and administer
the Moderna COVID-19 vaccines
to staff and residents of skilled nursing facilities.
The partnership is the first of
many that the county is establishing
to facilitate distribution of the vaccine. Although a majority of skilled

nursing facilities in Los Angeles
County have indicated they were
capable of receiving and administering vaccines to staff and residents, the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health, in
partnership with the city and
Curative, have activated mobile
teams for support with vaccinations.
The first Moderna vaccines were
recently delivered to 59 nursing
home facilities across Los Angeles

County. Additional skilled nursing
facilities indicating that they need
assistance with vaccination have
been assigned to Curative, or county or city staff, for assistance. The
public-private partnership will
ensure that approximately 69,000
vaccines will be deployed to staff
and residents in 339 skilled nursing
facilities by Dec. 31.
For information, visit publichealth.lacounty.gov.

mayor’s office is working with the
Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health to leverage existing
infrastructure for testing and flu
shot distribution to strengthen
countywide vaccine efforts. Under
the collaboration, the LAFD will
deploy mobile vaccination units to
skilled nursing facilities and offer
COVID-19 vaccinations for emergency health care practitioners.
To prepare, the LAFD obtained
medical-grade freezers and refrigerators for storage and started training paramedics to administer the
COVID-19 vaccine, in partnership
with the University of Southern
California
School
of
Pharmacology.
For information, visit coronavirus.lacity.org/testing.
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NEW YEAR’S
EVE DINING
BY JILL WEINLEIN

Baltaire offers a
‘Taste of Paris’

C

hef Travis Strickland is offering a New Year’s Eve package
that includes an epi baguette and
Vermont cultured butter, country
pate wrapped in bacon and studded
with pistachios, endive and mâche
winter citrus salad with hazelnut
vinaigrette, beef cheek bourguignon served with olive oilwhipped potatoes, spiced vanilla
crème brûlée tarts, plus one bottle
of Laurent-Perrier La Cuvée Brut.
This NYE dinner is $375 and feeds
four people. Diners can add a supplemental cheese package that
comes with a selection of smallbatch cheese, seasonal fruit, jam,
marcona almonds and sliced fruitnut bread for $95. They also are
making a charcuterie package featuring a selection of artisanal cured
meats, accompanied by seasonal
pickles, mixed mustards, olives and

sliced sourdough bread for $95. Go
to
waltzin.com/restaurant/baltairesholidaydinnercarryout
to
order and pick up. 11647 San
Vicente Blvd., (424)273-1660.

Cat and Fiddle
Restaurant and Pub

C

elebrate this New Year’s Eve
with a traditional corned beef
and cabbage meal. It represents
good health, good fortune and good
luck, which we all could use for
2021. Besides corned beef and cabbage, the meal includes potato leek
soup or organic green salad and a
choice of sticky toffee or Meyer
lemon meringue pie. Party favors
are included in this $36-per-person
festive meal. Enjoy with mulled
wine or a split of Champagne to-go.
The Cat and Fiddle full menu is
also available on New Year’s Eve
from noon to 6 p.m. 742 N.
Highland Ave., (323)468-3800.

Vespertine
NYE dinner

C

hef Jordan Kahn is offering a
limited-edition New Year’s
Eve menu tonight at Vespertine. It’s
available for pick-up only on Dec.
31 and Jan. 1, 2021. Chef Kahn’s
menu is an expanded version of the
Alinea tribute menu, with luxe elements including a half bottle of
Krug Grande Cuvée, king crab,
caviar, black truffles, bison and
quail for $250 per person. Add-ons
include Australian Wagyu beef strip
loin, foie gras and a special Alinea
table dessert with dark chocolate,
gold and toffee. Order at exploretock.com/vespertine. 3599 Hayden
Ave., (323)320-4023.

Playa Provisions
takeout on NYE

“T

op Chef” winner Brooke
Williamson and her husband, Nick Roberts, are offering
their full, all-day menu for online
ordering and takeout on New Year’s
Eve. Brooke created a handful of à
la carte festive specials for the holiday. She is making a meal to serve

République New Year’s Eve 2020

M

odern French plates are
available for pickup
tonight, Dec. 31, featuring a
seafood tower with Morro Bay
Pacific Gold oysters and blue
prawns with a cocktail sauce
and calabrian chile aioli, plus 1
ounce of Imperial Kaluga
caviar. Other items include
smoked salmon rillettes, artisan
charcuterie
and
cheese,
Margarita’s baguette with
Rodolphe
le
Méunier
Normandy butter, classic Little
Gem salad with green goddess
dressing, cavatelli with Maine
lobster, Colorado rack of lamb
with chanterelle mushrooms,
foie gras with black truffle jus,
Brussels sprouts with applewood smoked bacon, and a
dessert surprise. $180 per person. Add a half bottle of Krug
Champagne for an additional
$75.
Order
at
exploretock.com/republiquela.
624 S. La Brea Ave., (310)3626115.

for two people – Peas for Pennies,
Greens for Dollars and Cornbread

Serve only the best for 2021!
Prime Rib
All Natural,
Hormone & Antibiotic Free
“The Best Prime Rib You’ll
Ever Eat”

Colorado
Leg of Lamb
Bone-in or Butterflied

Tomahawk Steaks • Filet Mignon
Crown Roast of Pork • Ham, Turkey
Season Roasts,
Turkey, Burgers
& more with
In Emily’s Kitchen
Spice Blends!

6333 W. Third St.
In The Original
Farmers Market

323.938.5131
marcondas.com

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rrd & Fairfax

(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8
8447

photo courtesy of Republique
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for Gold – that has black eyed peas,
pulled duck confit, braised greens
and breadcrumbs with a side of
cornbread and maple butter for $32.
She is also making hot buttered lobster rolls, cheese and charcuterie
boards, hash browns with lemon
shallot cream, truffled Passmore
trout roe, and a passionfruit panna
cotta with Champagne gelee. 119
Culver Blvd., (310)683-5019.

December, and new reservations
for January 2021 will be released
on Jan. 1 at 10 a.m. For those who
don’t get a reservation, the chef
prepares lunch bento boxes on the
weekends for $52 per person.
Pickup is available every Saturday
and Sunday at noon and 1:30 p.m.
Order at exploretock.com/Hayato.
1320 E. Seventh St., #126,
(213)395-0607.

The Arbour NYE
dinner

Chef Hak’s plated
meals

R

ing in the New Year with an
elegant multi-course dinner to
go from the Arbour in Pasadena.
Chef Ian Gresik, along with his
wife, Nancy, present a celebratory
menu available from 4 to 8:30 p.m
on New Year’s Eve. Start with
seared yellowfin tuna, then a wild
mushroom gnocchi with butternut
squash before an entree of filet
mignon with garlic potato puree.
Finish with a gold leaf espresso
cheesecake for dessert. A vegetarian menu is also available featuring
a golden beet salad, gnocchi with
mushrooms, and black peppercrusted eggplant with potatoes and
vegetables. Dessert is mixed berries
with shortbread cookies. Place your
order by calling the restaurant
directly. 527 S. Lake Ave.,
(626)396-4925.

S

tart the year with new healthy
plated meals available at Whole
Foods throughout L.A. What started as organic barbecue sauces and
salad dressings that were popular at
Whole Foods salad bars, now has
expanded to restaurant quality
meals by chef and CEO Sharon
Hakman. The single-serve meals
are fresh and come in an array of
paleo, keto, carb-conscious and
plant-based options. New plated
meals include organic honey mus-

Hayato at ROW
DTLA

C

hef Brandon Go created a new
takeout shareable meal for two
or more people. The limited reservations sold out for the month of

photo courtesy of Chef Hak’s

tard chicken, organic lemon rosemary chicken, organic salmon with
superfood
pesto,
organic
Vietnamese style spicy “meatballs,” carb-conscious pot roast,
carb-conscious organic eggplant
turkey parmesan with white truffle,
paleo- and carb-conscious organic
baked Buffalo-style chicken. Hak’s
plated meals are sold in retailers
nationwide and on Amazon and
online at haks.com/collections/all.

Dog Haus Chef
collaboration series

T

o kick off the 2021 series, Dog
Haus is teaming up with
renowned TV and YouTube personality Sam Zien, aka Sam the
Cooking Guy, to launch a Japaneseinspired Mr. Miyagi hot dog. It’s
available at all Dog Haus locations
from Jan. 1 through March 31,
2021. The deep-fried beef dog is
topped with mayo, teriyaki sauce,
caramelized onions, tempura crumbles and wasabi furikake. It’s
served on grilled King's Hawaiian
rolls. For every dog purchased, $1
will be donated to No Kid Hungry.
For 2021, Dog Haus has enlisted
four celebrity chefs to collaborate
with Würstmacher Adam Gertler to
create new one-of-a-kind items
each quarter. A month following the
item’s launch at Dog Haus, each
chef will also dish up offshoot
items that will only be offered
through the Absolute Brands’ delivery and pickup only. To date, Dog
Haus has raised over $100,000 for
No Kid Hungry, which can provide
up to 1 million meals to children in
need. For locations and to order,
visit doghaus.com. 3817 W. Olive
Ave., (818)566-4287.

photo courtesy of Porto’s Bakery

Porto’s Bakery Roscita at home

P

orto’s has baked individual-sized Rosca de Reyes (King’s Cake) in
honor of Epiphany/Three Kings Day. The oval-shaped brioche dough
symbolizes a crown with homemade candied orange peel throughout. The
almond paste treat is topped with strips of dried candied orange and guava
to symbolize the many jewels on a crown. Porto’s signature Roscita is
available this week for in-car pickup at Porto Bakeries. The Roscita sweet
bread will also become a year-round staple priced at $2.45. Order at portosbakery.com. 3614 E. Magnolia Blvd., (818)846-9100; 315 N. Brand
Blvd., (818)956-5996.

Happy New Year
from
the staff of the Beverly Press
and Park Labrea News

Ring in 2021
with a Re
Reuben
n!

Open
24 Hour
New Yea s
r’’ss
Eve!

Take
ke Out & Delive
very
available 24 hou
urs!
Phone in an order and
p!
we’ll have it ready for pick up
Or get it delivered through Postm
mates!
Our deli, bakery and all
e!
of your favorites are available
Since 1931

World Famous, Aw
Wo
Award
rd Winning R
Reestaurant • Deli • Bake
kery • Bar

419 N. Fairfa
ax Ave. (323) 65
51-2030

A sw
weet start to the new yeaar!
O Bakery Box
Our
B includes
2 Cinnamonn Rolls +
2 Muffins or Donuts +
2 Coffee or Hoot Choc
Chocolate

20

$

Order Dire
ect or from
Chow Now • Postmates
DoorDash • Uber Eats

IIn the
t Original
th
O i i l Farmers Mark
M kett • 3rd & Fairfax
x
(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447
(

F

m
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Dec. 19 and Dec. 26. The information was compiled from
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies:
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)8558850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

Dec. 21

Dec. 19

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of S.
Doheny at 5 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
Doheny at 10 a.m.

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9500 block of Brighton.

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Formosa and Santa
Monica.

Dec. 22
At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8800 block of Burton
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of Palm
at 10:30 a.m.
At noon, an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of S. Wetherly.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
N. Beverly at 6 p.m.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft from a vehicle parked in
the 200 block of N. Clark at 8 p.m.

Dec. 23
At midnight, an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft from a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
N. Swall.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of S.
Spalding at 2 a.m.
At 6:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole auto parts in the 9900 block
of Robbins.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of N.
Rodeo at 11 a.m.

Dec. 24
At 8:13 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a residential burglary in
the 700 block of N. Rexford.
An arson fire was reported in the
300 block of N. Alpine at 2:01 p.m.
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of Rodeo.

Dec. 25
At 1:19 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
9100 block of Alden.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of N.
Rodeo at 7:38 a.m.
At 11:04 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
200 block of N. Oakhurst.

Dec. 26

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1300 block of
N. Orange at 12:30 p.m.
At 3:14 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1400
block of Crescent Heights.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1300 block of
Flores at 5:16 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of Huntley.

Dec. 20
At 4:51 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8100
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of La
Cienega and Rosewood at 6 a.m.
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
2000 block of Fuller.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1000 block of
Fuller at 2:22 p.m.
At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1000
block of N. Palm.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1200 block of N.
Genesee at 11:22 p.m.

Dec. 21
At 2:57 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 600
block of N. Robertson.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8800 block of
Rangeley at 10:20 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Western and Orange at 2 p.m.
At 7:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Plymouth and Sixth.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6300 block of W.
Third at 7:30 p.m.
At 9:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of N. Fairfax.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6000 block of
Sunset at 10 p.m.

Dec. 19
At 3:29 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of N. La Brea.

Dec. 20
At 3:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft from a
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of
Smithwood.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 2200 block of
San Marco at 5:40 a.m.

At 9:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5600
block of Franklin.

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 5600
block of Fernwood.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Hollywood
and Highland at 9:15 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7000 block of Sunset
at 11 a.m.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1700 block of N. McCadden.

At 11:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
1000 block of N. La Brea.

Dec. 22
At 12:05 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
1800 block of N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 100 block of S.
La Brea at 11:35 a.m.

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of S. La Brea.

At 12:30 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
7200 block of Franklin.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Melrose and Crescent Heights at
1:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8800 block of
Burton at 7:30 a.m.

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6100
block of Hollywood.

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Gower and Franklin.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Sixth and Manhattan at 3 a.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 600 block of N.
Rossmore at 10 a.m.

At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 300
block of S. Doheny.

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 700
block of Vine.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of Las
Palmas and Selma at 10:20 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5800 block of
Franklin at 3:15 p.m.

At 11:25 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic violence incident near the corner of
Selma and Schrader.

At 4:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6100 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5500 block of
Wilshire at 2 p.m.
At 2:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1500
block of N. Gower.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 400 block of S.
Western at 3 p.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7300
block of Melrose.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 2000 block of N.
Highland at 3:30 p.m.
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 200
block of S. Wilton.

Dec. 18

At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 500
block of N. Western.

At 8:28 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1600 block of N. Fuller.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1100 block of
West at 12:03 a.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 8300 block of Beverly at
2:55 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1600 block of N.
Highland at 4:20 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 900 block of Alpine
at 3:30 p.m.

Dec. 21

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Sunset
and Vine at 9:10 p.m.

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
2000 block of N. Fuller.

Los Angeles Police
Department

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 7200 block of Sunset at
7:45 a.m.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1600
block of Argyle.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 400 block of
S. Edinburgh.

At 12:15 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 5400
block of Hollywood.

At 3:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1500
block of S. Roxbury.

At 1:09 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
700 block of Camden.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6200 block of Sunset
at 9 p.m.

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 6700 block of Hawthorn at 8:55
p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Pico and
Doheny at 8 a.m.

At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 7700 block
of Norton.

At 3:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of La Brea and Oakwood.

At 8:04 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 6400
block of Selma.

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 800 block
of Hauser.

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 1800 block of Whitley at 12:15
p.m.

Dec. 22

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Charleville
and Camden at 1:08 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 500 block of
N. Hobart at 7 p.m.

burglary in the 8000 block of
Sunset at 8:20 p.m.

At 7:55 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 500
block of N. Genesee.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 200 block of S.
Wilton at 3:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1100 block of Lillian at 3
a.m.

1400 block of N. Kings.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 100 block of N.
Robertson at 4:40 p.m.
At 5:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
600 block of N. Harvard.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Oakwood
and Kings at 5:40 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1700 block of
Camino Palmero at 1:45 a.m.
At 3:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7800
block of Granito.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
S. Gramercy at 3:30 p.m.
At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 7500 block
of Melrose.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8200 block of W.
Third at 12:42 a.m.
At 3:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of Hauser.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6200 block of
Hollywood at 3:51 a.m.
At 3:53 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 900
block of S. Shenandoah.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6300 block of
Third at 5:30 p.m.
At 5:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8200 block of Melrose.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1800 block of N.
Gramercy at 6:30 p.m.
At 7:05 p.m., an attempted robbery
as reported near the corner of
Hollywood and Vine.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Wilton
and Melrose at 5:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1800 block of N.
Western at 8:40 p.m.

At 5:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of S. Orange.

At 9:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 800 block
of S. Mansfield.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5000 block of
Sunset at 7:20 p.m.

An attempted burglary was reported in the 100 block of The Grove at
10:20 p.m.

At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 700
block of S. Western.

Dec. 23

An unknown suspect committed a

At 7:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 3800
block of Seventh.
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Artists help spread the word with L.A. Mask Print Project

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
recently announced the addition of
11 artists to the L.A. Mask Print
Project – an initiative to remind
people to wear a mask in public.
Building on the campaign to
encourage businesses to display the
open-source artwork across Los
Angeles, the city and Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles recently
installed 15 banners designed by
Shepard Fairey’s Studio Number
One on Sunset Boulevard.
“With case counts skyrocketing
and COVID-19 surging, wearing a
mask remains one of the most powerful and effective ways to fight

this virus and stop its spread,”
Garcetti said. “By bringing new
voices to the L.A. Mask Print
Project and highlighting the creativity of a diverse array of
Angelenos, we are reaffirming a
central message: we can only
defeat this pandemic together, with
everyone doing their part, playing a
role and contributing to the effort
to save lives.”
The latest additions to the
LAMPP artwork represent communities from across the city and
include works in Spanish and
Korean. The new artists include
TAVi, Gustavo Arellano, Phil Kho,

Stephanie Varela, Robin McCarthy,
Lindsey
Burwell,
Sakol
Mongkolkasetarin, Vange, Yash
Nasikkar, Maryl Simpson, Paula
Goldman and Mira W.
To keep driving home the message about the importance of wearing masks, the mayor’s office and
the Los Angeles Bureau of Street
Lighting worked with CHLA and
the companies Ideaology and Gold
Metropolitan Media to post two of
the original LAMPP designs on
banners on Sunset Boulevard
between Virgil Street and Vermont
Avenue.
“It’s an inspiration to walk out-

side on Sunset Boulevard and see
those important banners lining the
street in front of Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles,” said Paul
Viviano, president and CEO of
CHLA. “The wearing of face coverings by all Angelenos is critical
to prevent the spread of COVID19, and we appreciate the city’s
leadership in making this public
education effort possible.”
Business owners and others can
partner with the city and help promote mask wearing by downloading and displaying the posters. For
information, visit coronavirus.lacity.org/maskart.

Jewish Community Foundation continues relief during the pandemic
The
Jewish
Community
Foundation of Los Angeles has
awarded $3 million in grants to 19
organizations as part of the institution’s comprehensive COVID-19
relief efforts.
The grants help local Jewish nonprofit organizations support families with day-school tuition and
camp scholarship assistance, and to

address urgent needs in Israel. The
awards are part of the COVID-19
Response Grants, a multi-stage initiative under which the foundation
is directing $8.3 million of 2020
institutional giving – the largest
amount earmarked by for a single
issue – for pandemic response and
relief. This latest round of grants
follows $2.5 million awarded earli-
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The foundation provides support for families with day school tuition and
camp scholarship assistance.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING

Order Now for the Holidays!

• Restoration of Paintings, Frames, Fine Art &
Art Objects, Wood, Metal & Stone
• We do custom shadow boxes, double glass,
closed corner & gilded frames,
hand carved & hand finishing.

TED GIBSON

Art Material & Picture Frames

4271 W. 3rd St. • Los Angeles
213.382.9195
losangelesframestore.com

er this year to 22 Los Angeles-area
nonprofits to address vital needs,
including food and housing insecurity, financial assistance and access
to health care. The foundation has
awarded a total of $5.5 million to
41 nonprofits. Remaining funds
will be distributed in early 2021.
Additionally, foundation donors
have directed approximately $5.5
million in grants for pandemic
response and relief from their own
charitable funds. That amount, coupled with the foundation’s institutional giving, brings the total of
grants committed for COVID-19
relief to nearly $14 million.
“The human suffering and eco-
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nomic toll on our communities –
which we are closely monitoring
locally, nationally and in Israel –
are devastating,” Foundation
President and Chief Executive
Officer Marvin I. Schotland said.
“As the pandemic rages on, those
with the capacity to give must continue to step up. The foundation and
our 1,300 generous donor families
remain steadfast in our commitment to ensuring the viability of
programs and organizations as they
navigate through these difficult
times, including a precipitous
decline in fundraising.”
Established in 1954, the Jewish
Community Foundation of Los

photo courtesy of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office

Artwork, including designs by
Shepard Fairey’s Studio Number
One, can be downloaded and displayed to encourage mask wearing.

Angeles manages charitable assets
of more than $1.3 billion entrusted
to it by over 1,300 families. For
information and a list of grant
recipients, visit jewishfoundationla.org.

“As the pandemic
rages on, those with
the capacity to give
must continue to
step up.”
Marvin I. Schotland
Foundation President and
Chief Executive Officer
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Beverly Hills students await in-person return
Beverly Hills Unified School
District Superintendent Michael
Bregy sent his final email of the
year to BHUSD families on Dec.
22 giving an update about a potential return to in-person learning.
He said the top three questions he
received on a daily basis centered
around when students could return
to a physical school, what that
schedule would be and what the
calendar will be for the next three
years.
“I want to start by sincerely thanking you for your endless patience
and support throughout this ongoing
pandemic. We know how hard you
have been working at home during
the Zoom classes, from managing
multiple platforms to navigating
technology issues, we understand
this has been tough. Whether you are
a parent, guardian or student you
have all been juggling so many challenges and I can’t begin to imagine
how difficult it has been,” he wrote.
“Whatever your circumstances, this
pandemic has impacted each and
every one of you.”
Earlier this month, the BHUSD
Board of Education voted unanimously to approve an addendum to
the Pandemic Response memorandum of understanding and the collective bargaining agreement
(including a three-year calendar)
with the Beverly Hills Education
Association. Both agreements are
pending the approval of BHEA
membership.
“We are sharing all of this information with you because it was just
approved by the Board of
Education,” Bregy wrote. “In no
way does the timing of this information have a direct correlation
with the timing of the Red Tier metrics which allow the physical return
to school. … L.A. County and the
state of California will dictate when
our schools will allow in-person
learning.”
He wrote that the students would
begin to transition from distance
learning to a hybrid model as conditions improve in the community.
“The important factor to note
here is the adjusted case rate,”
Bregy wrote. That number can be
found by clicking on L.A. County
at https://covid19.ca.gov/safereconomy.
Due to BHUSD being awarded
the TK-2 waiver, he said the
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The Getty Villa may be closed due to the pandemic right now, but a
multitude of works from the collection are still available to be viewed
online.

The Getty aims to inspire, online
graphic courtesy of BHUSD

Beverly Hills Unified School District developed a visual representation
using the state and county metrics to help explain when schools could
physically reopen this semester.

youngest learners would be the first
students to physically return to
campus. TK-2 students will return
when the county is at an adjusted
case rate of 10 or below.
“Although this is still in the
Purple Widespread Tier, we are permitted to do this as we were awarded the TK-2 waiver,” Bregy wrote.
“While the Red Tier begins to allow
students in grades three-12 to return
to the classroom, the 6 feet physical
distance requirement prevents all
students from returning to the classroom at the same time.”
All students returning to the
physical classroom will be in a
hybrid model as opposed to fulltime in-person instruction per the
county’s health order.
When allowed to do so, elementary students will transition back to
physical school five days a week
for instruction in English, math, science and social studies. They will
attend physical school with their
classroom teacher for two hours
and 20 minutes in-person Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, and
for 90 minutes on Wednesdays. The

remainder of the day will be used
for independent learning with once
a week virtual instruction from
physical
education,
art,
MakerSpace, vocal music and science lab teachers.
“We have decided to provide five
days of in-person instruction that is
100% focused rather than a
Zoom/live stream model where the
teacher’s attention would be divided,” Bregy wrote. “Our youngest
learners especially need this fulltime attention.”
Sixth through 12th grade students will transition back to physical school two days a week in one
of two cohorts with both cohorts
meeting virtually on Wednesdays to
allow for equitable instruction and
deep cleaning due to the larger
amount of students moving
between classrooms.
In order to further answer questions, Bregy said the district was in
the process of scheduling multiple
town hall meetings via Zoom for
early January.
For more information, visit
bhusd.org.

From crafting artful smartphone pics and paper crowns to
baking bread the Roman way, the
Getty continues to offer a host of
activities to do safely during
lockdown.
“Animal Crossing: New
Horizons” offers a peaceful
escape through a video game that
prompts players to dream up an
island lifestyle from the comfort
and safety of their homes.
Players can plant and grow fruit
trees, design their perfect house,
and collect bugs, fish and fossils
for their island's natural history
museum. Players can also add
museum artworks to their game
with the Animal Crossing Art
Generator. The Getty's open content program can also be used for
clothing, wallpaper and canvas.
Transform smartphone photos
into works of art through "Art
Transfer,” Google’s arts and culture app. Through the app, users
can see how scenes from their
daily life might look through the
eyes of Vincent van Gogh or
Frida Kahlo.
The app allows users to apply

the characteristics of artworks in
the Getty collection to photos
saved in their smartphones
thanks to an algorithmic model
created by Google AI, which
generates a unique recreation of
their photo inspired by the artwork they select.
This year’s most-clicked item
on the Getty website turned out
to be for an ancient bread recipe.
Around
200
B.C.,
the
senator/farmer Cato the Elder
recorded a simple recipe, requiring just flour and water and even
included some advice about
hygiene: “Wash your hands and a
bowl thoroughly. Pour coarse
flour into the bowl, add water
gradually and knead thoroughly.
When you have kneaded well,
form and bake under an earthenware cover.”
Additional activities online
include crown-making inspired
by Renaissance manuscripts in
the Getty collection, as well as a
host of other online learning
experiences.
For more information, visit
getty.edu.

Rosewood STEM Magnet
Urban Planning & Urban Design

We n Our Students!

LACMA offers free videos to create art at home
Color, cut, crinkle and create
with weekly videos produced by
the Los Angeles County Museum
of Art. The “Make Art @ Home”
YouTube tutorials are led by
LACMA educators and offer a safe
way to recreate at home.
From painting to collage, the
videos have lots of hands-on activities and educational resources for
people of all ages to access online.
No special skills or supplies are
required.
To help with the fun, the museum
has highlighted several works from
its collection and turned them into
downloadable coloring pages.
These free, printable artworks are
taken from the Kurt J. Wagner,
M.D. and C. Kathleen Wagner
Collection of art nouveau posters
that were generously donated to
LACMA’s Prints and Drawings
department in the 1980s. The
posters have been made into black
and white images for people to
color and vary in subject and
imagery.

NOW ENROLLING!
Be a part of the first Urban Planning
and Urban Design STEM magnet in LAUSD!
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The Los Angeles County Museum of Art’s “Make Art @ Home” YouTube
tutorials offer ways to create safely during the pandemic.

People are invited to download
LACMA’s coloring book pages and
reimagine the artworks with their
favorite coloring tools, and then

share their masterpieces by tagging
#LACMA on social media.
To
learn
more,
visit
lacma.org/athome/learn.

Rosewood is a community that nurtures the whole child and through
a STEM focus, with an urban planning and urban design theme,
there are many pathways to meet your child’s interests.
Rosewood has a full time music teacher with students
receiving music theory, keyboarding and ukulele.
Students take part in the Mindfulness Lab, Science Lab,
Technology Lab, and our brand new Makerspace.
Rosewood is also a Social Emotional Focus school.

Contact our main office for guidance with the application process.

Your child may be eligible for transportation.
Visit www.rosewoodelementary.org or call (323)651-0166

503 N. Croft Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90048
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Governor unveils California
Safe Schools for All plan
On Dec. 30, Gov. Gavin
Newsom released the state’s Safe
Schools for All plan, California’s
framework to support schools to
continue operating safely in-person
and to expand the number of
schools safely resuming in-person
instruction.
Informed by growing evidence
of the decreased risks and increased
benefits of in-person instruction –
especially for the youngest students
– Newsom said he was advancing a
strategy that would help create safe
learning environments for students
and safe workplaces for educators
and other school staff. The plan was
developed in partnership with the
Legislature, and the governor said
he would propose an early action
package to ensure schools have the
resources necessary to successfully
implement key safety precautions
and mitigation measures.
Components of the plan will be
launched in the coming weeks.
“As a father of four, I know firsthand what parents, educators and
pediatricians continue to say: inperson is the best setting to meet
not only the learning needs, but the
mental health and social-emotional
needs of our kids,” Newsom said.
“In the midst of this pandemic, my
administration is focused on getting

students back into the classroom in
a way that leads with student and
teacher health. By focusing on a
phased approach with virus mitigation and prevention at the center,
we can begin to return our kids to
school to support learning needs
and restore the benefits of in-person
instruction.
“It’s especially important for our
youngest kids, those with disabilities, those with limited access to
technology at home and those who
have struggled more than most with
distance learning.”
The administration’s strategy
focuses on ensuring implementation and building confidence by
bringing back the youngest children and those who are most vulnerable first, then phasing in other
grade levels through the spring.
This phased-in return recognizes
that younger children are at a lower
risk of contracting and transmitting
COVID-19. At the same time, distance learning will remain an
option for parents and students who
choose it and for those whose
health status does not allow them to
return to school in the near term.
For more information, visit
cdph.ca.gov/programs/cid/dcdc/pa
ges/covid-19/safe-schools-for-allplan-rationale.aspx.

L.A. Unified responds to
Gov. Newsom’s school plan
Shortly after Gov. Gavin
Newsom released the state’s Safe
Schools for All plan on Dec. 30,
Los Angeles Unified School
District responded, underscoring
that it will take a coordinated effort
at the state and local levels to
reopen classrooms as soon as possible while protecting the health and
safety of all in the school community.
“On behalf of the more than 1
million students we serve, we welcome the efforts by the Newsom
administration to make the reopening of public school classrooms a
priority,” LAUSD spokesperson

Shannon Haber wrote in a release.
“We will look carefully at what is
being proposed and intend to provide feedback to the governor and
his staff, as well as our legislative
representatives in Sacramento, to
make sure the guidelines address
the needs of students and families
served by large, urban districts
across the state,” she wrote.
“We recognize much time has
been put into the governor’s plan,
as two months have passed since
our letter of Nov. 2. We will provide a thorough response prior to
the Legislature reconvening on Jan.
11,” she wrote.

Irish Short Reel Series returns
After a successful first run in
2019, the Irish Short Reel Series
returns to the Contemporary Irish
Arts Center Los Angeles for a second year. This year’s series will
showcase 21 short films with genres that include drama, comedy,
documentary, animation, sci-fi and
contemporary storytelling.
The series will run online from
Jan. 1 to Jan. 21. The lineup
includes: “A Better You,” “A Death
in the Family,” “A Different Kind
of Day,” “At Present”, “Bending
Glass,” “Break Us,” “Cúl an Tí,”
“Dam,” “The First Was A Boy,”
“Gustav,” “Hazardous Materials,”
“Johnny, Maya, Miss & Missus,”
“The Bird & The Whale,” “The
Grass Ceiling,” “The Last Miner,”
“The Tattoo,” “The Vasectomy
Doctor,” “The Wiremen” and
“Wrath.”
This series is produced by some
of Ireland's most exciting filmmakers and offers insight into contemporary Ireland and its creative
industries. CIACLA is a non profit
501(c)(3) arts organization that promotes contemporary Irish culture
and supports local diverse communities in Los Angeles through a
multidisciplinary programme in

Jurassic Quest dinos come to SoCal in January
Jurassic Quest will be stomping
into the Los Angeles area in the
New Year beginning Friday, Jan.
15, where VIP guests will enjoy a
drive-through experience at the
Rose Bowl in Pasadena.
The COVID-19-safe show features more than 70 true-to-life
size dinosaurs and prehistoric
marine creatures. Already more
than 500,000 cars and 1 million
people have seen the show across
the nation.
Billed as North America’s
largest and most realistic dinosaur
event, guests journey through the
Cretaceous, Jurassic and Triassic
periods and experience for themselves what it might have been
like to be among dinosaurs of all
kinds.
Jurassic Quest is the only interactive dinosaur event that has
over 100 life-size animatronic
dinosaurs in each of its touring
shows from the very small to the
gigantic. In collaboration with
leading paleontologists, each
dinosaur has been painstakingly
replicated in every detail.
Whether their prehistoric counterpart had skin that was scaly, had
feathers or fur, Jurassic Quest has
spared no expense in bringing the
dinosaurs to life.
Jurassic Quest exhibits also
allow future paleontologists to dig
up fossils, ride their favorite lifesized dinosaur, enjoy walking
dinosaur and baby dinosaur
shows, and enjoy a dinosaur
themed play land in addition to
other crafts.
The new Jurassic Quest “Drive
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North America’s largest dinosaur experience is coming to Pasadena
in January.

Thru” version of the show features over 70 life-like dinosaurs
including the very popular T. Rex,
Spinosaurus and Triceratops.
Jurassic Quest's herd of animatronic dinosaurs are displayed in
realistic scenes that allow guests
to experience them roaring and
moving from their own vehicles
as they drive their way through
the tour. Baby dinosaurs greet
guests and bring big smiles to
explorers of all ages. During the
drive-thru experience, guests are
guided by an engaging and informative digital audio tour featuring
show entertainers and dinosaur
wranglers that lasts about an hour.
Guests stay in their cars through-

out the tour with limited contact,
if any, with staff who wear masks,
social distance and follow all state
and local guidelines regarding
health and safety. To further
ensure the safety of patrons and
staff, all equipment and workstations undergo regular sanitization
throughout the show. All attendees receive a free, safari-style
family photo in their vehicles set
against a dinosaur backdrop as a
memento of their experience.
The show will run through Jan.
31 from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Wednesdays through Sundays.
For more information, visit
jurassicquest.com/upcomingevents.

Legal Notices
The Beverly Press is now adjudicated to publish
legal advertising in the city of Beverly Hills and
the county of Los Angeles.
If you have legal notices to publish,
please contact us
karen@beverlypress.com.
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Rayleen Kenny
“Wrath,” one of
screen as part
Irish Short Reel

plays the lead in
the films that will
of the upcoming
Series.

collaboration with local and international cultural partnerships. CIACLA is focused on developing a
creative platform to support and
challenge artists as a means of promoting creative innovation and collaborative initiatives in Los Angeles
and across the U.S.
For more information, visit ciacla.com/film.
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Music Center partners with Dublab for installation
The Music Center will hold a
new public screening and sound
installation on the LED screens on
its Jerry Moss Plaza in collaboration with nonprofit radio station
Dublab from Jan. 22 to Feb. 21.
As part of the installation, the
Music Center will screen more
than 100 short film finalists and
winning entries from “A Quiet
Scene,” an audio-visual project
by pioneering ambient music
artists and brothers, Roger Eno
and Brian Eno. The video project
arose from a public competition
by record label Deutsche
Grammophon in support of the
brothers’ first collaborative studio
album, “Mixing Colours,” which
was released this past March.
“The Music Center is thrilled to
serve as the first public square
where Angelenos can enjoy the
screenings of the films selected for
‘A Quiet Scene’ in a safe outdoor
location,” said Rachel Moore,
CEO and president of the Music
Center. “As stressful as this time
period has been, in some ways, the
pandemic has reoriented our fastmoving lives to embrace the quiet
and value what’s most important
to us.”
“It’s been our dream that we
can share the Enos’ contemplative
and meditative music in tandem
with film works from around the
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Roger Eno and Brian Eno have created an audio-visual project for
The Music Center.

globe in an accessible, open air
and inspiring environment that
offers the Los Angeles community a mental balm amongst complex times,” Dublab Project
Manager Eli Welbourne said.
To develop “A Quiet Scene,”
the artists invited the public from
around the globe to create and
submit films paired to the music
featured on the 18-track album.
The length of each film corresponds to the length of the track.
Filmmakers were tasked with
capturing a facet of their life during the early stages of the
COVID-19 quarantine that

showed a quiet moment at home
through their windows or outdoors. There were nearly 1,800
submissions.
“One of the qualities of art is
that it allows a diving board from
which to jump into one's own
interior. It's a means of communication that encourages the whispers of personal interpretation.
The pleasure of looking at these
films is noticing how each one
draws out something different
from the music it accompanies,”
Roger and Brian Eno said.
For more information, visit
musiccenter.org.
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Irwin Zucker presents the 2020 Publicist of the Year award to Bo
Lebo.

Bo Lebo is Publicist of the Year
Bo Lebo received the award
for Publicist of the Year at the
26th annual Book Publicists of
Southern California awards held
earlier this month.
Lebo, who currently works as
the creative director for New
Health Options Inc., has spent
years working in public relations.
She was presented the award

by Irwin Zucker, a longtime resident of Beverly Hills and
founder of the BPSC awards.
The award, known as the
Irwin Award, is named in
Zucker’s honor and is an
acronym for his first name –
Industry Recognition of Writers
In the News.
For more information, visit
bookpublicists.org.

LACO ‘Close Quarters’ features Juan Pablo Contreras
Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra
continues its all-digital 2020-21
season, “Close Quarters,” with two
episodes in January curated musically by Latin Grammy-nominated
composer Juan Pablo Contreras.
The episodes will premiere on
Fridays, Jan. 1 and Jan. 15, at 6:30
p.m.
The broadcasts, which celebrate
the diversity of composers from
around the Americas, will feature
the world premiere of Contreras’
2020 “Mariachitlán” for piano with
four hands, works by Jimmy López,
Jessie Montgomery, Miguel Del
Águila and J.P. Jofre, and visual
elements directed by James Darrah.
Contreras received a 2019 Latin
Grammy nomination in Best
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LACO will premiere composer
Juan
Pablo
Contreras’
“Mariachitlán”on Jan. 15.

Arrangement for “Mariachitlán,”
the title track of his debut orchestral

album. Although it was originally
written for and performed by a full
orchestra, Contreras was influenced
by guidelines necessitated by
2020’s pandemic to rewrite it for
two pianists.
Los Angeles-based piano duo
Hocket (Sarah Gibson and Thomas
Kotcheff) will perform the work on
the Jan. 15 episode.
Thanks to the generosity of individual donors, both programs are
available to the public at no cost
and can be streamed on demand
following their premieres at
laco.org/laco-at-home, LACO’s
YouTube channel and LACO’s
Facebook live.
For more information, visit
laco.org.

CTG names Tyrone Davis associate artistic director
Center Theatre Group announced
the first step in an ongoing organizational shift with the addition of an
existing staff member into the organization’s artistic staff and leadership team. Tyrone Davis will shift
from the education, engagement
and community partnerships
department into the artistic department to become the associate artistic director.
“When we began reimagining
Center Theatre Group we knew we
would need to look at the very
foundations of the organization,”
CTG Artistic Director Michael
Ritchie said. “Still early in that
reevaluation we have realized that
Tyrone has already been operating
at the core of Center Theatre
Group’s mission to nurture new
artists and audiences.”
“For three years, Tyrone has
shaped the pre- and post-show
engagement that allows audiences
to dive deeper into our mainstage
productions, and he has curated
programs that develop our audiences' understanding of our productions as well as our mission and values,” he added. “As we started to
expand our thinking about audience
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Tyrone Davis has been named
Center Theatre Group’s associate
artistic director.

engagement and development, and
centering our attention on racial
equity in our work, particularly in
this time without onstage productions, we realized that we truly
needed his thought leadership and
contributions embedded in the heart

of our artistic strategy and team.”
“As a native Angeleno, it is a
great honor with much responsibility to take on this position where
artistic decisions are being made for
the Taper, the Ahmanson and the
Douglas – three theaters I grew up
on,” Davis said. “I owe a true debt
of gratitude to BIPOC artists like
Diane Rodriguez, Lee Kenneth
Richardson and so many others
who laid the foundation for me, and
know that I am taking on a responsibility to those that will follow. I
will keep both in mind as I help to
shape Center Theatre Group’s
future.”
Since joining CTG in 2017,
Davis has provided direction and
leadership for audience engagement programming designing programs that reach across generations, demographics, and circumstance. Davis previously served as
community artistic director with
American Conservatory Theatre in
San Francisco, where he helped
ensure access to live theater for
diverse communities throughout
the Bay Area.
For more information, visit centertheatregroup.org.
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“Not a Moment, But a Movement” premieres with “Crowndation,” a onewoman show.

CTG amplifies Black artists
Center Theatre Group will
launch “Not a Moment, But a
Movement,” a series of events that
amplify and center Black artists in
January. The first event, premiering
on demand beginning Jan. 21 at 5
p.m., will be introduced by Vanessa
Williams, hosted by Bruce Lemon
and will feature Angelica Chéri’s
one-person play “Crowndation; I
Will Not Lie to David” paired with
the music of Jessica Lá Rel and the
work of visual artist Kenyatta A.C.
Hinkle.
The video will be free to CTG
subscribers and supporters and $10
for all others – except on Martin
Luther King Day Jan. 18, when the
event will be offered free to the
public in a sneak peak streaming at
6 p.m.
On Jan. 18, at 4 p.m., CTG will
hold a pre-show panel discussion
moderated by artist and educator
Erin Michelle Washington. The
panel will be offered free to the
public. Directed by Cezar Williams
and performed by Sheria Irving,
“Crowndation” is a one-woman
show following 29-year-old Fatima
Seed. Now the same age as her
mother when she died of breast
cancer, Fatima battles her innercontradictions, yanked in multiple
directions by her faith, her sexuali-

ty, her purpose and a secret she discovers about her father, all in pursuit of becoming whole before her
time runs out.
Presented in conjunction with
Watts Village Theater Company
and the Fire This Time Festival,
“Not a Moment, But a Movement”
events feature a host who guides
the audience through the work of a
visual artist, a musician and a theater artist. Each event is paired with
a panel discussion to create a
uniquely comprehensive cultural
experience.
“I am excited to be partnering
with the Fire This Time Festival
and Watts Village Theater
Company to create and curate this
series that amplifies, centers and
celebrates Black voices,” CTG
Associate Artistic Director Tyrone
Davis said. “There is so much
insightful, inspiring and illuminating work for us to choose from that
it would be impossible to fully represent the breadth of Black artists
but I feel that these three women,
expressing and exploring their own
unique voices and experiences,
offer an excellent start to the countless conversations that our theatre
and our community needs to have.”
For more information, visit
ctgla.org/notamoment.
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New season of drive-in movies begins Saturday
New year brings
hope for a fresh start

A painting crew at Park La Brea had a special message for the new
year in the Jan. 10, 1952, issue of the Park Labrea News. Newspaper
photographer Harvey Singer came across the crew during one of his
regular walks through the community. The men were credited with
keeping the neighborhood looking “fresh.” The accompanying article
said that was an appropriate theme, and wished everyone a fresh start
during the new year.
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RM Sotheby’s gives viewers an intimate look into its private garage.

Petersen opens the door to
Sotheby’s exclusive garage
The general public is invited to
take an online tour of the garage of
the world’s largest collector car
auction company thanks to the
Petersen Museum, which filmed a
recent tour of the RM Sotheby's
garage.
Join classic car specialist Alex
Weaver for a virtual tour of RM
Sotheby’s remarkable car collection
in Southern California on the
Petersen YouTube channel. In the
episode, viewers will get a behindthe-scenes tour and an in-depth

overview of some extremely rare
machinery, including a 1961 Alfa
Romeo Zagato, two unique Shelby
Cobras and a Series 1 Ferrari 250
GT Pininfarina.
From rare meticulously restored
early Porsches to Shelby Cobras
with bodies made completely of
copper, this virtual tour offers some
amazing history and interesting
facts on cars unlikely to be seen
anywhere else.
For more information, visit
petersen.org.

Masters of the open-air cinema
experience, Rooftop Cinema Club
will continue to offer entertainment
in the new year. RCC recently
announced its January lineup at the
Drive-In at Santa Monica Airport.
The curated lineup for the new year
spans across several genres and features modern releases, classic films,
fan favorites, family-friendly flicks
and a variety of exciting theme
nights.
The lineup features everything
from award-winning blockbusters
and celebrated animated movies
like “Ratatouille” and “Coco,” to
films with memorable movie scores
and outstanding technical effects
like “Jurassic Park” and “Back to
the Future.”
In addition to award season
favorites, RCC will showcase the
Disney renaissance of animated
films from the 1980s and 1990s,
including the awe-inspiring African
Serengeti of “The Lion King” and
magical world of “Aladdin.”
Attendees can also enjoy the gorgeous underwater realm of “The
Little Mermaid” and the charming
French countryside of “Beauty and
the Beast.”
RCC will celebrate the classics of
cinema with “Grease,” “Breakfast
at Tiffany’s,” “Sunset Blvd.” and
“Casablanca.”
There will be horror classics
every Saturday with films including
“Return of the Living Dead,” John
Carpenter’s psychological masterpiece “The Thing,” the one-of-akind cult classic “Killer Klowns
From Outer Space” and the disturbing slasher film “The Texas
Chainsaw Massacre.”
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Rooftop Cinema Club’s 2021 kicks off Saturday, Jan. 2, with “Coco.”

Since launching its first drive-in
back in May, RCC has hosted
weekly community screenings
where all ticket proceeds go to charity. To date, RCC has raised more
than $50,000 for charities across the
five cities where RCC drive-in cinemas are present (L.A., Houston,
San Antonio, Dallas and Tampa),
fundraising for a variety of organizations that alleviate hunger, support victims of domestic violence
and fight for racial justice.
In January, all L.A. community
screening ticket sale proceeds will
go to benefit the Los Angeles
Regional Food Bank. Community
Screenings will take place on select
Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m., with tickets available for $5 for a vehicle of
up to two guests (The Movie
Buddy) and $10 for a vehicle of
three or more guests (The Movie

Squad).
In general, tickets range from
$32-48 per vehicle and are priced
based on occupancy and day of
week. Children 8 years old and
under do not count as vehicle occupants. Parking spots are first-comefirst-serve and will be assigned by
ushers upon arrival. Total capacity
for each screening is 200 cars.
In January, the Drive-In at Santa
Monica Airport will remain open
Monday through Sunday, with three
screenings scheduled most days.
Screening times are as follows:
matinee screening start time
between 5:15 to 5:45 p.m. (familyfocused films); prime screening
start time between 7:45 to 8:30
p.m.; and late screening start time
between 10:30 to 11:30 p.m.
For information, visit rooftopcinemaclub.com/santamonica.
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Year included protests and pandemic
From page 1

how crime will be addressed in the
years to come.
And, 2020 will go down in history for having one of the most tempestuous presidential elections of
all time, characterized by much
division. In local elections,
Councilmembers Julian Gold and
Lili Bosse were reelected in March,
and U.S. Reps. Adam Schiff, Ted
Lieu and Karen Bass were reelected
by large margins in November. But
similar to the outcome of the presidential election, some local incumbents did not fare well in fall races.
City Councilman David Ryu lost
his bid for reelection in the 4th
District to newly sworn-in
Councilwoman Nithya Raman, and
longtime
West
Hollywood
Councilmen John Duran and John
Heilman were succeeded by new
Councilmembers John Erickson
and Sepi Shyne.

ing the March election.
Around the same time, the first
warnings about a mysterious and
dangerous virus originating in
Wuhan, China, began making
news. The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health issued
a warning about COVID-19 after
Gov. Gavin Newsom declared a
state of emergency on March 4. At
the time, a study by Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center estimated that there
may have already been 9,000 cases
in the United States. The following
week, the city of Beverly Hills
started issuing daily coronavirus
updates and by the end of the
month, residents were ordered by
county officials to shelter at home
as the virus spread at an alarming
rate. Neighbors were encouraged to
look in after one another to ensure
they were OK.
In early April, Councilman
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Beverly Hills closed Rodeo Drive after reports of looting and thefts this
summer.

With so much hardship and
change in 2020, many are looking
optimistically toward the new year
with a sense of hope. Hospitals in
the local area including CedarsSinai, Olympia and Kaiser
Permanente medical centers have
begun vaccinating frontline health
care workers and Los Angeles’ first
firefighters received inoculations
this week. More doses of two vaccines approved by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration are
expected to be more widely distributed in the near future. While cases
continue to surge and much uncertainty remains, the many stories that
made headlines during the past year
illustrate the resiliency of the local
community in responding to challenges, and show promise for a
brighter future in 2021.
Beverly Hills
At the beginning of last year,
headlines from the city of Beverly
Hills were dominated by changes to
cultural landmarks, including a
move by the Paley Center from its
home at 465 N. Beverly Drive and
consideration of a new mixed use
development at 9908 S. Santa
Monica Blvd., the site of the former
Friars Club building. The Paley
Center later found a new home for
its digital archives at the Beverly
Hills Public Library, and a mixeduse project was approved at the former Friars Club property.
The Beverly Hills municipal
election also dominated the news in
early 2020, with the city grappling
with implementing new electronic
and mail-in voting systems.
Candidates for two seats on the
Beverly Hills City Council competed in multiple forums in January
and February, with Gold and Bosse
ultimately emerging victorious dur-

Lester Friedman was sworn in as
the new mayor of Beverly Hills,
and Robert Wunderlich was
installed as vice mayor. They joined
the entire City Council in committing to the health and safety of residents and community members
during the pandemic. The city
joined communities around the
state in enacting moratoriums on
rent increases, and looked for ways
to provide more relief for tenants,
property owners and others negatively affected by COVID-19.
When the pandemic created
lighter traffic conditions because
people were sheltered at home, the
city of Beverly Hills and Metro
took advantage of the situation in
April, approving a full closure of
Wilshire Boulevard to expedite
construction on the Purple Line
Extension subway project. Crews
completed piling and decking seven
months ahead of schedule, allowing
excavation to begin early for the
future Wilshire/Rodeo station.
Wilshire Boulevard reopened in
June and excavation is currently
nearing completion. Work will
begin soon on station construction
at the site.
Beverly Hills also said goodbye
in 2020 to controversial former
Police Chief Sandra Spagnoli, who
abruptly announced her retirement
at the end of April and left in midMay. Spagnoli had been at the center of multiple lawsuits filed against
her and the city alleging racism,
retaliation, discrimination. Former
BHPD Chief Dominick Rivetti was
later selected in May to lead the
department on an interim basis, and
remains in charge of the department
today.
The end of May signaled the first
period of hope for retailers in the
city of Beverly Hills and other parts
of the region. COVID-19 cases

declined and businesses began to
reopen. Then, at the end of May,
protests in response to the death of
Floyd at the hands of police officers
in Minnesota prompted widespread
demonstrations, and many businesses closed again.
On May 30, a large protest that
began in the Fairfax District resulted in clashes with police and looting in surrounding neighborhoods.
Thousands of demonstrators
marched into West Hollywood and
Beverly Hills, some damaging
property. Storefronts in the Rodeo
Drive business district were boarded and the area remained closed for
several days. A countywide curfew
was also implemented in response
to the demonstrations. Some businesses in Beverly Hills and elsewhere remained closed and boarded
for months, while others never
reopened.
In the following days, the protests
became more peaceful and Beverly
Hills city officials began considering ways to better protect residents
in the wake of the social unrest.
Resulting measures included prohibiting demonstrations in residential areas, although sporadic
demonstrations continued in the
city through much of the summer
and fall.
As the pandemic continued to
affect the city of Beverly Hills,
organizations pitched in to help.
The Rotary Club of Beverly Hills
supported the Meal to Heal program, which purchased food from
local restaurants to feed health care
workers.
As summer break ended, the
Beverly Hills Unified School
District considered the reality of
new ways to provide instruction
during the pandemic. The board
adopted a hybrid model combining
virtual and in-person instruction
when it is allowed again under public health orders. Also last summer,
the Beverly Hills City Council
approved a ballot measure for a
0.75% sales tax increase that was
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Demolition began at LACMA in preparation for a new building.

major change in mid-November to
regulations regarding mixed-use
developments, allowing them in an
overlay zone that includes most
major thoroughfares in the city’s
commercial neighborhoods. As the
year draws to a close, the city also
finalized trash rate increases set to
take effect in 2022, and continues to
examine more ways to help struggling businesses as stay-at-home
orders remain in place for the foreseeable future.
West Hollywood
The beginning of 2020 was a
period of significant loss in the city
of West Hollywood, when off-duty
sheriff’s department Detective
Amber Leist was struck and killed
while assisting an older lady crossing the street in Valley Village.
Leist, known for helping victims of
domestic violence, was well-known
and liked by colleagues, city officials and community members,
who gathered for a memorial in late
January at the West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station attended by hundreds of people.
The year also began with uncertainty over the venerable Log Cabin,
a building at 621 N. Robertson
Blvd. that had hosted meetings for
people in 12-step recovery programs for years. The city of Beverly
Hills determined it owned the prop-

photo by Edwin Folven

The Fairfax District came together to clean up after the unrest of late May
left graffiti and damaged storefronts.

later approved by voters. The sales
tax will only go into effect if the
county or state attempts to pass a
similar increase. In August, the
Beverly Hills City Council extended eviction protections for commercial tenants and the following
month, approved $715,000 in additional subsidies for renters.
The Nov. 3 election also brought
change in Beverly Hills when
incumbent Noah Margo and newcomers Mary Wells and Amanda
Stern were elected to the BHUSD
Board of Education. The Beverly
Hills City Council also approved a

erty on which the building was
located, but the land had been controlled by the city of West
Hollywood since it incorporated in
1984. Leaders in both cities later
brokered an agreement in which the
city of West Hollywood leases the
building and West Hollywood
Recovery Center continues holding
meetings, although those meetings
have been moved online and to an
outdoor location due to public
health-related closures.
In early spring, the West
Hollywood City Council also
approved a plan for new gateways

to the Sunset Strip, and moved
ahead with considerations of routes
for a future Metro rail project that
will pass through the city and connect to existing subway and light
rail lines. As was the situation with
other municipalities, attention soon
turned swiftly to COVID-19, with
West Hollywood city leaders seeking to protect the community. By
the end of March, the city had
closed public buildings and facilities per county health directives and
approved urgency ordinances prohibiting the eviction of people who
couldn’t pay rent because of the
pandemic. The City Council also
approved emergency funding for
supportive services for seniors,
members of the LGBT community
and people in vulnerable communities. Then-West Hollywood Mayor
John D’Amico became one of the
first public officials to announce he
contracted COVID-19, from which
he
fully
recovered.
West
Hollywood Mayor Pro Tempore
Lindsey Horvath led efforts to
inform the community about the
virus and after taking the position of
mayor in April, spearheaded programs to provide help for people in
need. The city later allocated $1.1
million for relief programs.
In May, the coronavirus prompted the cancelation of the 50th annual Christopher Street West L.A.
Pride festival, which had been held
in West Hollywood for decades. In
July, CSW decided to move future
Pride events to a different location
outside the city, still to be determined. West Hollywood is currently in the process of considering
what its own Pride event will consist of in the future.
The race for two seats on the
West Hollywood City Council also
heated up last summer, with incumbents Duran and Heilman facing
Erickson, Shyne and seven other
challengers. Numerous lively
debates were held leading up to the
Nov. 3 election, in which Erickson
and Shyne emerged victorious and
Duran and Heilman bid farewell to
the council.
Other news that made headlines
in West Hollywood in 2020 included the passage of an ordinance prohibiting smoking in multi-unit
housing, although marijuana smoking was exempted. The city also
approved amendments to its
cannabis ordinance that allowed
four of the original dispensaries
which hadn’t received licenses for
recreational sales to remain in business. The agreement ended campaigns for competing ballot initiatives – one by backers of the original dispensaries and another by the
businesses that received permits for
recreational sales. As the year came
to a close, West Hollywood continued efforts to help people negatively affected by COVID-19 and plans
to reconvene in early January to
consider further options.
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The coronavirus pandemic impacted tourism, creating a relatively empty
Hollywood Walk of Fame.

Los Angeles
The city of Los Angeles was also
heavily impacted by the coronavirus, social unrest and the elections that shaped 2020. Many steps
were taken to provide relief to residents, keep people housed and
maintain quality of life for millions
of people. As the largest city in the
county, Los Angeles took on the
lion’s share of COVID-19 relief
programs, setting up shelters and
other programs to protect homeless
individuals; establishing testing
sites throughout the city; approving
policies to protect renters, seniors
and other vulnerable populations;
and furthering efforts to ensure the
health care system was not overwhelmed.
At the end of March as the
COVID-19 pandemic worsened,

the Pan Pacific Park Recreation
Center was converted into an emergency shelter for homeless individuals. Mayor Eric Garcetti
announced the city’s first safer-at
home orders and in April, required
that masks be worn in stores and
public buildings. Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, led
an effort to convert the vacant St.
Vincent Medical for the treatment
of coronavirus patients. The state of
California later opened the medical
center as a COVID-19 surge hospital but closed it again in June when
cases diminished. City officials are
currently considering whether the
facility can be used again as cases
continue to rise.
O’Farrell also supported an effort
in April by the Hollywood United
Neighborhood Council that delivered groceries to hundreds of

homebound seniors during the pandemic. That program, also supported by the Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce, led to the creation of a
network in which the chamber
coordinates food distributions from
local restaurants to agencies serving
people in need.
In June, O’Farrell and Council
President Nury Martinez, 6th
District, spearheaded a $100-million renter relief program using
funds from the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Economic Security Act
to help keep people housed. The
program assisted approximately
55,000 people.
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, who announced a 2022 bid
for City Controller at the beginning
of the year, remained a strong proponent of mask wearing during the
pandemic. He introduced motions
in April to require masks in public –
a rule later enacted by the mayor
and still in place today.
However, Koretz was criticized
later in the year by some when he
decided not to support the Uplift
Melrose initiative, which sought to
bring bike lanes, more pedestrian
space and other public amenities to
the Melrose Avenue shopping district. The councilman did not support the initiative because of the
traffic congestion he said it would
have caused on surrounding streets
and potential disruptions to adjacent neighborhoods.
Then-Councilman David Ryu,
4th District, also championed many
assistance programs during the pandemic, including a moratorium on
evictions and rent increases in rentcontrolled buildings, funding for
grocery purchases for seniors, and
the creation of a relief fund for local
artists. Ryu also supported the FirstIn Fire Foundation in launching its
“Firehouse Dinners” program,

Housing rules could increase height in BH
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increases from a 35% density
bonus to 50%, said Ryan Gohlich,
the city’s assistant director of
community development.
“The general principle is, the
more affordable housing you provide, the greater the density and
incentives that one can be availed
of … It’s up to the developer to
ask for whatever incentives they
think will financially offset the
cost of the affordable units,”
Gohlich said.
AB 2345, which Beverly Hills
opposed in August, gave cities an
exemption from the state law if
they had in place by Jan. 1, 2021,
an ordinance of their own that
includes a density bonus of at
least 35%. Beverly Hills does not
have such an ordinance, but on
Dec. 21, the council had a chance
to pass an urgency ordinance
enacting such a density bonus.
The council members unanimously declined to do so.
The council members made
clear that they supported the creation of affordable housing, and
though they did not agree with the
contents of AB 2345, they did not
wish to appear as if they were
opposed to creating affordable
housing.
“I think the optics of doing
something like this now, or
frankly two months ago or three
months ago … are awful. It would
show that Beverly Hills thinks it’s
better than everybody else,”
Mayor Lester Friedman said.
Councilwoman Lili Bosse said
the city could instead work on
expanding its inclusionary hous-

ing ordinance, which requires a
portion of the units in new developments to be set aside for affordable housing or a payment be
made to the city’s affordable
housing trust fund in lieu of the
creation of affordable units.
“The bottom line is, I don’t
want us to talk out of both sides of
our mouth,” Bosse said. “We
clearly say that we want, need and
encourage housing, and I want us
to be able to do that but to do it in
a way that fits with our community, and I think we can do that
through inclusionary housing,”
Bosse said.
City staff also made clear that,
despite fears from some members
of the public, the new density
bonus rules would likely not
impact Beverly Hills as much as
they would other cities in the
state. For instance, Gohlich said,
AB 2345 allows up to two additional stories for housing projects
in exchange for affordable housing. The highest-zoned areas of
the city allow for five stories,
Gohlich said, and while some projects may go up to six stories,
increasing the height to seven stories would require different methods of construction – concrete
instead of wood frames – making
it “probably unlikely” that the city
would see seven-story housing
buildings.
Given the concerns about timing and the actual impact AB
2345 would have on the city,
Councilman Julian Gold pushed
back against taking too drastic of
an action, comparing the pro-

posed urgency ordinance to “playing Whac-A-Mole, where every
time the state does something, we
react. I don’t think that’s good
public policy.”
Instead, Gold proposed that the
City Council could have a “robust
discussion” about housing in a
holistic way, and he added that it
would be “even better” to examine the ties to mobility issues as
well, as the reduction in parking
requirements brought on by the
density bonus law might make the
city more reliant on the coming
subway line and other forms of
non-automobile travel.
Gold added that if Beverly Hills
were to take action to preempt AB
2345, it could appear to the state
that the city does not intend to
comply with the Regional
Housing Needs Assessment,
which will mandate that nearly
3,100 new housing units be built
in Beverly Hills between 2021
and 2029. The city is appealing
that finding, and an attempt to circumvent laws that aim to create
housing might reflect poorly on
the city, Gold said.
“I don’t think we should be
doing this piecemeal. I don’t think
that we should be doing this in a
reactive way. I agree with the
[public commenters] who say the
optics of this are really not good. I
agree with the fact that it could
conceivably come back to bite us
when we get to certifying our
housing element, because it
would appear that we’re not really
negotiating in good faith,” Gold
said.
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Capt. Edward Ramirez comforted the family of Detective Amber Leist
after she was struck and killed by a car.

which purchases food from local
merchants at the Original Farmers
Market and facilitates its delivery to
local fire stations.
Additionally, Ryu spearheaded
City Council motions to create a
special office to investigate City
Hall corruption in land-use decisions and developer fraud. That legislation came at the same time a
federal investigation into former
14th District Councilman Jose
Huizar resulted in numerous
charges being filed against Huizar
and associates in an alleged widespread bribery and public corruption scheme.
As the protests began in late May,
city officials sprang into action to
activate change in the way local
government addresses policing. The
local community also responded,
turning out in droves the day after
demonstrations occurred in the
Fairfax District and elsewhere to
help remove graffiti and restore normalcy. Ryu later led the charge to
investigate claims of aggressive
police conduct during the May
protests, and the City Council enacted measures such as the program for
mental health first responders in situations where an armed police
response may not be appropriate.
O’Farrell also highlighted a
major moment of importance for
the LGBT community and the
Black Lives Matter movement that
occurred on June 14, when hundreds of thousands of people
assembled
on
Hollywood
Boulevard for the All Black Lives
Matter march. The protest and
march to West Hollywood was held
in direct response to racial injustice
and was led by Black LGBTQ+
Activists for Change, or BLAC,
made up of all black LGBTQ+
leaders. O’Farrell later introduced a
motion to make permanent the

enormous stenciled letters reading
All Black Lives Matter that were
painted in the center of Hollywood
Boulevard east of Highland Avenue
for the march.
The landscape also changed in
2020, particularly in the Miracle
Mile as buildings at the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art
were razed to make way for a new
singular structure. Construction of
that building is expected to move
ahead in 2021. Next door, the new
Academy Museum moved closer to
its debut, although the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
recently postponed the opening
until September 2021.
The election also made news in
Los Angeles, with Ryu being
defeated on Nov. 3 by challenger
Nithya Raman, an urban planner
with a background in helping the
homeless population. Raman took
office in mid-December along with
new Councilman Mark RidleyThomas,
who
succeeded
Councilman Herb Wesson to represent the 10th District.
While the future of the local area
remains in flux due to the pandemic
and other factors, many people see
hope on the horizon with the new
vaccines for COVID-19 becoming
more widely available and a new
federal aid package. City officials
in Beverly Hills, West Hollywood
and Los Angeles have vowed to
continue efforts to provide relief
until the numbers of cases come
down, and there is hope that the
economy may improve in the coming months. Until then, the end of
2020 and beginning of 2021 signal
an important time to reflect on what
has occurred during the past 12
months. Regardless of what may
happen next, it remains certain that
the local area will be at the center of
dynamic change in 2021.
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The All Black Lives Matter march was commemorated with a permanent
installment on Hollywood Boulevard.
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E-scooters and e-bikes can travel through West Hollywood, but
cannot stop or start rides inside city limits.

Scooters, bikes could be
corralled in West Hollywood

From page 1

the L.A. market, Dimond said.
Instead, the interested companies
are Lime for e-scooters, Bird for
e-scooters and Wheels for throttle-assisted e-bikes.
“Right now, none of the companies that we are working with
as part of our call for applications
are offering us pedal-assisted
bikes. There’s a throttle-assisted
bike and the two e-scooters,”
Dimond said.
Not all of the council members
were enthusiastically in favor of
allowing the devices in the city,
and multiple safety concerns
were raised. Councilwoman
Lauren Meister proposed that,
given the city’s regulations
allowing “regular … old-fashioned bicycles” on sidewalks
when no bike lane is present, escooter and e-bike riders might
ride on sidewalks as well, endangering the riders and pedestrians.
As part of the pilot program,
West Hollywood will no longer
allow bike riders on sidewalks,
though city staff is working on
creating more bike lanes in West
Hollywood.
“Without that, I don’t see how
this is going to be safe. I would
like to see a safe pilot,” Meister
said.
Council members also discussed some of the practical concerns that led to pushback against
the devices, such as the tendency
for some riders to leave the escooters and e-bikes blocking
sidewalks when not in use. As a
potential fix, the council discussed the idea of using corrals,
or collection points where all of
the devices could be returned
when not in use.
“My concern is … we have not
put infrastructure in place to
accommodate safe riding of these
types of vehicles. Obviously, the
best thing to have would be bike
lanes and areas, corrals, for placing the bikes when they’re not
being used, but what we saw with
the other pilots was bikes and
scooters thrown all over the

place, blocking the public right
of way. It was very difficult for
our people to enforce,” Meister
said.
Dimond, however, pointed out
that requiring trips to end only at
these corrals could be “too
restrictive.”
“When people have corrals
that aren’t super close, it sort of
takes away from the first-andlast-mile nature of these devices,
in that you can’t quite get to your
house … You still have people
doing that last eighth of a mile
walking,” Dimond said.
Councilman John Erickson,
who said he “was at one point really vehemently against” e-scooters
and e-bikes, said the first-and-lastmile problem became clear to him
when his car broke down and he
needed to get to work using the
subway, but he couldn’t get to the
station without a car.
“I had no way to get to work
[before he began using e-scooters
and e-bikes]. We have a firstmile, last-mile problem that I
believe these modes of transportation help,” Erickson said.
With the council’s approval,
Dimond said city staff can issue a
call for applications in January
and allow the applications to be
submitted through the end of
February.
“We start the selection process
in March and come to council
with a contract and move forward. Realistically, we’re looking at the second quarter of 2021
[for the program to begin],”
Dimond said.
The pilot program will last 18
months, with the program coming
back before the council for consideration at six-month intervals.
Dimond added that there is “a
wide array” of reasons the city
could terminate the program or
stop working with individual companies if problems arise.
“At [the six-month updates],
we can assess what we’re doing
and see how we want to move
forward,” Dimond said.

WeHo to help businesses

From page 7

diversity in our businesses,” she
said. “The round table is supposed
to be more nimble to work on what
we can immediately do.”
After a suggestion by Councilman
John D’Amico, staff will also ask the
county and state for additional economic support. The council subsequently supported his desire to ask
staff to draft a letter asking the county and state for an additional $2.5

million in economic support.
“We can’t ever make these
moves without letting our larger
partners in on what we’re trying to
do and give them some opportunity
to get some skin in the game,” he
said. “If they want to put in more, I
think that would be great. If they
want to put in less, I think we just
need to take it and start asking them
to help produce success here.”

secure a reservation,” La Scala
announced via Instagram.
Newsom said that afternoon he
would be postponing his formal
announcement until Dec. 29.
The governor had previously said
the ban would not be lifted until the
region’s intensive-care unit capacity
at hospitals exceeded 15%. For a
week now, including this past weekend, Southern California’s ICU
capacity has been listed at 0%. In
making
his
announcement,
Newsom noted that during the
weekend, 96% of Los Angeles
County hospitals had diverted
ambulances to other hospitals due
to overcrowding.
According to Dr. Lee Hilborne, a
UCLA Health professor of pathology and laboratory medicine and a
member of Beverly Hills’ Medical
Advisory Task Force, the governor’s orders are unlikely to change
before late January.
“It certainly appears to me that
we’re at risk for some increases
with people who are doing minimal
engagement over the holidays,
which is sort of normal human
behavior, unfortunately,” he said.
“With the volume being so high,
anything that could cut the transmission even minimally is good.”
However, when it comes to actual
data as to how the virus is being
transmitted, Hilborne said that he
and others don’t “really know.”
“Is there a risk of going to a
store? Yes, there is. Is there a risk of
going to a restaurant? Yes, there is,”
he said, noting that he dined outdoors at La Scala two days before
the order went into effect. “The only
thing that you can do at this point is
do everything you can do to reduce
transmission.”
La Scala, which has been part of
the Beverly Hills landscape for over
60 years, is known for its Original
Chopped Salad – the only item on
its menu notated as trademarked.
The printed invitations for a New
Year’s Eve dinner “inside” the
restaurant were placed in bags
along with to-go food orders. In the
Instagram post, which was subsequently put on the restaurant’s
homepage, La Scala said use of the
word “inside instead of outside”
was meant to convey “levity.”
According to Todd Johnson,
Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce CEO and president,

restaurants are suffering to the point
where he expects that nationally,
half of them would ultimately disappear from the landscape as a
result of the pandemic and subsequent restrictions.
“Most industries have taken a hit
over these last nine, 10 months,” he
said, noting that Costco, Amazon
and many grocery stores have done
well. “But of all the other industries, I think that hospitality has
taken probably the hardest hit. Most
restaurants run on a shoestring
[budget] anyway. If they make a
nickel on a dollar, that’s a pretty
good profit. Combine that now with
only being able to do takeout …
most restaurants aren’t making any
money. If they’re breaking even,
then that’s pretty amazing.”
Johnson said that while he was
unaware of any local restaurants
opening back up in violation of the
regulations – all outdoor dining
operations in L.A. County were
mandated to cease on Nov. 25 at 10
p.m. – multiple Beverly Hills
restaurants had reached out to him
to ask about opening again, despite
the current restrictions.
“I advised against that, but I can
understand why they would do
that,” he said. “I think some of them
are like, ‘Look, we’re done at the
end of this year anyway, so we’re
going to get what we can. Whatever
revenue is better than nothing. And
that’s what we’re bringing in right
now,’” he said.
Potential ramifications for violating the order, he said, include getting fined, having the health department pull the restaurant’s permit,
having the state office of Alcoholic
Beverage Control take away the
restaurant’s liquor license and
potentially damaging the restaurant’s reputation. He said that as a
result of La Scala’s action, the
restaurant would face challenges in
repairing potential damage to its
reputation, adding that they have “a
deep hole to dig out of now.”
“I can be completely empathetic
with [La Scala] and others,” he
said. “People are desperate, and
truly on their last limb.”
While city officials in both
Beverly Hills and West Hollywood
said that there aren’t any restaurants
that have continued to operate in
violation of the order, across the
county, a small number of restau-

rants continue to invite patrons to
sit down, take off their masks and
dine.
At Tinhorn Flats in Burbank, coowner Lucas Lepejian, whose
father founded the restaurant 18
years ago, said the restaurant racked
up almost $5,000 in fines for continuing to offer outdoor dining, that
is, until attorney Mark Geragos
agreed to represent the restaurant
and the county stopped fining them.
“We’re taking a stand because
it’s completely unfair,” Lepejian
said of the governor’s mandates.
“We’re getting shut down with no
relief pay and they just expect us to
shut down our livelihood without
paying us and we’re not able to
operate as we wish. It’s just completely unfair. It’s tyranny occurring
in our society at the moment.”
Lepejian underscored that in continuing to offer patrons the opportunity to dine outdoors, the restaurant
was complying with the COVID-19
health guidelines previously put in
place when outdoor dining was
considered safe.
“Customers are coming in of
their free will,” he said, adding that
there was no proof that outdoor dining was causing people to contract
the virus.
In response to Beverly Hills officials learning that La Scala was
soliciting patrons to make reservations for an indoor dinner, city
spokesperson Keith Sterling said
that code enforcement dispatchers
confirmed the conditions of the
county’s health order with the
restaurant.
As listed on the public health
website, the county has issued hundreds of citations due to lack of
compliance with the health officer
order.
“We utilize education as the primary step in gaining compliance;
however, when compliance is not
achieved, enforcement may include
issuance of a notice of violation or
a citation,” the Department of
Public Health wrote in a statement.
“Violation of or failure to comply
with the health officer order is a
crime punishable by fine, imprisonment or both.”
As of press time, the New Year’s
Eve dining invitation remained on
La Scala’s website stating that they
were considering taking reservations for New Year’s Eve.

Garcetti urges Angelenos to download MyShake

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
on Dec. 23 announced that the city
of Los Angeles will retire the
ShakeAlertLA earthquake early
warning mobile app on Dec. 31.
The app was a pilot project that
laid the foundation for an earthquake early warning alert system in
California. Angelenos are now
encouraged to download MyShake,
a new statewide cell phone app
from Earthquake Early Warning
California that is powered by
ShakeAlert and builds on lessons
learned from the city’s two-year
ShakeAlert pilot to deliver earthquake early warning alerts to people across L.A. County.
Since its launch in 2018, the
ShakeAlertLA app has been downloaded 920,000 times and issued
100,000 early warning alerts. As the
first earthquake early warning app
in the country, ShakeAlertLA created new software techniques, threshold alerting levels, personal privacy
protections and communication
methods, and demonstrated that

telecommunications
networks
could handle a large number of
mass notifications. MyShake broadens the coverage to the entire state.
The city of L.A. made a $6 million strategic investment to add
more sensors to the ShakeAlert network, establishing Southern
California as the first region in the
United States with the density of
stations required to support the
early warning system. ShakeAlert
uses these sensors and others that
have since been installed across the
state to create the warnings that
MyShake uses to distribute alerts to
its users.
In addition, the California
Governor’s Office of Emergency
Services recently announced a partnership with Google that includes
Earthquake Warning California
technology as a feature included in
millions of new Android phones
and via software updates in existing
Android phones used in California.
Like ShakeAlertLA, the state
system uses ground-motion sensors

to detect earthquakes that have
already started and estimates their
size, location and impact. When it
detects a significant magnitude, the
system issues a ShakeAlert
Message, providing a warning
before shaking begins.
Residents who want to receive
earthquake early warning notifications should download the
MyShake app, which is available on
the Apple store, or on Google Play.
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COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Classified
Advertising
email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

Joel Rothman

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

Family Owned & Operated

323.240.5112
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Since 1961

LEGAL NOTICE

UPHOLSTERY

Need to publish a
DBA?
File with the
Los Angeles County
Clerk at
lacounty.gov
Email your documents to
karen@beverlypress.com
We will publish the ad 4X
and send proof of
publication to the
LA County Clerk.

ALAKAZAM

WEBSITE DESIGN

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

HELP WANTED
Psychologist Office assistant sought.
Friendly busy psychologist seeks office
assistant w/ good people skills, detail
oriented and computer savvy.It's half
time, but can be more. Tasks: manage
therapy clients, maintain schedule with
lawyer and court appointments,help
with bookkeeping (quick books) and
submitting super bills. Must be COVID
negative and covid aware. Location at
the therapist’s house between Korea
town and Larchmont. Interested candidates please submit your resume to
doctormediator@aol.com.

DOG WALKER

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER
• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

Now offering 8
different spice blends,
including a set
for the holidays!
• Autumn Warmth
• Poultry Rub
• Home for the Holidays

New packaging & price!

Buy them today &
Spice up your Life!
www.shop.inemilyskitchen.com

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across

1. Flat-pancake filler
4. Nation grouping
8. City at the mouth of the Loire River
14. During
15. “___ And Stitch”
16. State Curt Schilling was born in
17. Ballad’s end?
18. Self-styled “Family City U.S.A.”
19. Used a harrow
20. Famed Venice attraction
23. Neck of the woods
24. Tall tale
25. Sextet featured at Woodstock
29. Basic nature
34. Carpentry joint
36. Bleacher feature
37. Scene of many “good runs”
44. Cry of pain
45. Dr. Skoda of “Law & Order”
46. Blow up
50. Pigeons
55. Jemima, for one
57. Boxing’s Oscar ___ Hoya
58. Launch site
63. Caloric treat
65. Stem joint
66. Pkg. deliverer
67. Not as good
68. Wine label info
69. Government security agency, abbr.
70. Fuse unit

71. Soprano Gluck
72. Paris's Pont ___ Arts
Down
1. Organisms
2. Western range
3. Actor Brody of “The Pianist”
4. Online diary
5. Money replaced by euros
6. Table spread
7. Comfortable (sl.)
8. Depths
9. Neatly arranges
10. Ogden ___, humorist
11. Sounds of disapproval
12. Stretch, with “out”
13. Lamentable
21. Gimme __ Ding; 1971 Sweet song
22. So, in Dundee
26. Go on to say
27. “Uh-uh”
28. Dentist’s grp.
30. Certain fraternity chapter
31. Point to pick
32. Hook shape
33. Mistake
35. “___ como va, mi ritmo” Santana
37. See ya!
38. Howard of “Happy Days”
39. Hooter
40. Mode lead-in
41. Corp. symbols

42. Batter’s success
43. “All over the world” singers, for
short
47. Kind of wit
48. “C’est la ___”
49. Abbr. at the bottom of a letter
51. Song
52. Verbal noun
53. Slip by
54. Hot dances
56. Roberts of TV’s “Charlie’s Angels”

58. Donkey step
59. Bern’s river
60. Oasis member, Gallagher
61. Fall guy?
62. Aloe ___
63. Environmental controller, abbr.
64. URL ender
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The Pink Faamilyy THANKSS Los Angeles for
f 81 years off
Dining on our
o Delicious Hot
H t Dogs and H
Hamburgers!

Take Ou
ut Only
ut
At Pink’s Square
re
La Breea & Melrrosse

pinkshollywood.c
s
com
@theofficialpinksho
f
otdogs
@p
pinkshotdog
p
inkshotdoggs

Thanks for yourr
supporrt!

