
The Beverly Hills Police 
Department announced the arrest of 
four juveniles who were allegedly 
involved in robberies at two luxury 
clothing stores on Rodeo Drive last 
week. 

The suspects were allegedly part 
of a larger group of approximately 
10 people that committed the rob-
beries on Dec. 27 at the Yves Saint 
Laurent store and on Dec. 29 at 
Fendi. During both incidents, mem-
bers of the group ran into the stores, 
quickly stole handbags and other 
merchandise and fled, BHPD Lt. 
Max Subin said. During one inci-
dent, pepper spray was used on a 
security guard and in the other, a 
security guard was shoved and fell 
to the ground, he added. Because 
they physically attacked the securi-
ty guards, the suspects were booked 
for robbery, Subin said. Police plan 
to submit the case to the Los 
Angeles County District Attorney’s 
Office for consideration of formal 
charges. 

Subin said police received 
descriptions of the vehicles alleged-
ly involved in the second robbery 
and located one car matching the 
description a short time later. After 
stopping and arresting the four 
juveniles inside the vehicle, officers 
found merchandise allegedly taken 
from Fendi and during the robbery 
at the Yves Saint Lauren store two 

days earlier, Subin said. 
Police are still seeking the other 

suspects and hope anyone with 
information will call (310)285-
2125. To remain anonymous, text 
BEVHILLSPD followed by the tip 
information to 888777. Anonymous 
tips may also be made to Crime 
Stoppers by calling (800)222-8477, 
or visiting lacrimestoppers.org.

Olympia Medical Center, which 
has been serving the community 
since 1948, announced that it has 
been purchased by UCLA Health 
and will cease all operations by 
March 31. 

The 204-bed hospital at 5900 
Olympic Blvd. has been owned 
since 2014 by Alecto Healthcare 
Services, based in Irvine. The 
announcement about the closure 
was made in a Dec. 31 online 
posting on the medical center’s 
website. The posting did not men-
tion a sale to UCLA Health. 
Instead, it stated that the closure 
was necessary to “allow for sub-
stantial renovations which will 
allow the Olympia Medical 
Center facility to better serve the 
health care needs of the communi-
ty,” and “all patient care services” 
would be suspended “effective as 
of 11:59 p.m. on March 31.” 
Some unspecified medical ser-
vices would end on Jan. 31, the 

posting read. 
Requests for information about 

the closure to CEO Matt Williams 
were not answered by Olympia 
Medical Center. However, attor-
ney Michael J. Sarrao, who repre-
sents the hospital’s ownership, 
provided a brief statement. 

“Olympia Medical Center 
remains open and operating. 

Olympia has sold the real estate to 
UCLA Health. Questions about 
UCLA Health’s plans for the 
future should be directed to 
UCLA Health’s media relations 
team,” the statement from Sarrao 
read. 

UCLA Health confirmed it has 

Each Jan. 1, a multitude of new 
laws at the state and federal level 
take effect, often changing local 
laws in addition to the ordinances 
passed by City Councils. 

This year, however, the number 
of new laws was impacted by the 
coronavirus pandemic, which limit-
ed the amount of time legislators 
could spend in Sacramento. The 
bills that did make it through the 
Legislature were mostly focused on 
the pandemic and its effects. 

“Generally, I think every year, 
most of the laws come down from 
the state of California, and I think 
the governor made it pretty clear 
that he was not going to entertain 
any bills that were not directly relat-
ed to COVID, so I think that’s the 
main reason you don’t see many 
other laws coming into effect,” 
Beverly Hills Mayor Lester 
Friedman said.  

One law that is expected to have 
an effect, however, is Assembly Bill 
2345, which increased the density 

bonus – which allows more units on 
a site than typically permitted – as 
well as other incentives for devel-
opers to build affordable housing in 
their projects. 

In December, the council 
declined to take action to attempt to 
circumvent the new rules, despite 
opposing them before they were 
signed into law. Friedman pointed 
out that in Beverly Hills, the law is 
likely to produce relatively few 
additional units beyond what was 
already allowed under the previous 
density bonus law. Meanwhile, 
fighting the law could reflect poorly 
on the city as it appeals the findings 
of the Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment, which will require that 
nearly 3,100 new housing units be 
created in the city by 2029. 

“It really isn’t that much of a dif-
ference to go against the 
Department of Housing and poten-
tially affect our RHNA allocation,” 
Friedman said.  

Another law that’s likely to have 
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The Yves Saint Laurent store on Rodeo Drive was robbed on Dec. 27, 
Beverly Hills police said. 

n UCLA Health has 
purchased property 
and plans major 
changes 
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Olympia Medical Center could transition into a mental health care 
facility after it was purchased by UCLA Health. 

Olympia Medical Center to close in March

Four arrested for robberies in Beverly Hills

Pandemic limits impact of 
new laws in BH, WeHo

In anticipation of building 
4,000 new units by the end of the 
decade, West Hollywood is tak-
ing creative measures to deter-
mine how to increase the city’s 
residential housing stock. The 
final Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment allocation is expect-
ed to be determined on Feb. 4, 
and cities will have until the end 
of 2029 to create the state-man-
dated units. 

On Dec. 21 the City Council 
unanimously voted to appoint 10 
members to its newly formed 
Housing Element Update Task 
Force to guide the process. The 
new members each have hous-
ing-related expertise and include 
Craig Berberian, Angie Brooks, 
Chelsea Byers, William Korchek, 
Adam Kroll, Sheila Lightfoot, 
Marianne Lowenthal, Michael 
Manville, Barry Talley and Dawn 
Collette Williams. 

“It’s really to get some differ-
ent points of view because in the 
past, staff has driven the housing 

element. While there will be 
community outreach and out-
reach to West Hollywood boards 
and commissions … this gives us 
as a council the opportunity to 
bring in some people … to partic-
ipate and raise questions and 
bring forward new ideas,” Mayor 
Pro Tempore Lauren Meister 
said. “That’s a big expectation to 
have to come up with how we are 
going to create [4,000] new units 
over the next eight-year period.” 

The first of two planned task 
force meetings is scheduled to 
occur the first week of February 
and will center around gathering 
specific feedback on current 
housing needs and conditions as 
well as allowing members to 
voice their opinions on the effec-
tiveness of existing housing poli-
cies and programs. The second 
meeting’s objective will be to 
review preliminary goals, poli-
cies and programs for the draft 
housing element update and is 
anticipated to occur in March. 

New West Hollywood task 
force to address housing 
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n COVID, police, health are topics of legislation

https://dordicklaw.com


2  January 7, 2021 Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

     
P.O. BOX 36036 

LOS ANGELES, CA  90036 
(323)933-5518 

 
8444 WILSHIRE BLVD. 

BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90211 
BEVERLYPRESS.COM 

 
Michael Villalpando 

PUBLISHER 
 

Karen Villalpando 
EDITOR & PUBLISHER 

 
Edwin Folven 

editor@beverlypress.com 
EDITOR 

 
Cameron Kiszla 

cameron@beverlypress.com 
REPORTER 

 
Laura Coleman 

laura@beverlypress.com 
REPORTER 

 
Jill Weinlein,  
Tim Posada, 

Rebecca Villalpando,  
Emily Jilg 

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 

 
The Park Labrea News and Beverly Press  are  
weekly newspapers, published on Thursdays. Mail 
subscription is $120 annually. Decreed newspa-
pers of general circulation, entitled to publish legal 
advertising, Feb. 10, 1960 by Superior Court 
Order No 736637. Decreed newspapers of general 
circulation, entitled to publish legal advertising  in 
the City of Beverly Hills and the County of Los 
Angeles, Dec. 22, 2020 by Superior Court Case 
Number 19STCP04891. Government Code 6008.

Founded 1946

Bogie’s Liquor

We carry the finest in  
• Beer • Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Kegs 

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine 
Call us! 323-469-1414  

www.bogiesliquor.com 

We’ve Got 
COLD BEER! 

Wear a Mask & Remember to Social Distance!

Assemblyman Richard Bloom 
(D-Santa Monica) announced on 
Jan. 6 he will run to succeed Los 
Angeles County Supervisor Sheila 
Kuehl, 3rd District, who has decid-
ed not to seek a third term in 2022. 
Bloom is a former Santa Monica 
mayor and longtime resident of the 
3rd District. 

“Supervisor Kuehl has been and 
will continue to be a champion of 
progress on the board of supervi-
sors. Her impact has been profound 
and her legacy as a state legislator 
and supervisor will bring benefits 
long into the future,” Bloom said in 
a statement. “I am running for L.A. 
County supervisor because I want 
to build on Supervisor Kuehl’s pro-
gressive legacy and tackle the many 
critical issues that we face. I will 
fight for humane solutions to our 
housing and homelessness crisis. 
Along with investment in afford-
able housing, that will mean dou-
bling down on improving our pub-
lic health, mental health and justice 
systems. It also means committing 
to equitable economic recovery and 
growth as we strive not to return to 
“business as usual” but to create a 
more just L.A. County with oppor-
tunity for all. And, of course, I will 
continue to be a champion for 
addressing the causes of the climate 
crisis, holding polluters account-
able, and for preserving and 
improving our natural open spaces. 
I believe my background and expe-
rience are ideally suited to helping 
address the many issues that face 
the residents of Los Angeles 
County.” 

Bloom was elected in 2012 to 
represent the 50th Assembly 
District, which includes Beverly 
Hills, West Hollywood and most of 

the westside of Los Angeles. In the 
Assembly, he has focused on envi-
ronmental protection, affordable 
housing, renter protections and ser-
vices that address the root causes of 
homelessness. 

Before his service in the State 
Assembly, Bloom served for more 
than a decade on the Santa Monica 
City Council and as the city’s 
mayor. He has also served on the 
California Coastal Commission, 
Santa Monica Bay Restoration 
Commission and the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy Board. For 
nearly 30 years, Bloom practiced 
family law, assisting his clients in 
resolving challenging personal and 
financial issues. He subsequently 
and consecutively served as execu-
tive director of the nonprofit Levitt 
& Quinn Family Law Center and 
People Assisting the Homeless.

Bloom announces candidacy for 
3rd District county supervisor

Photo exhibit 
View works by West Hollywood res-
ident Carl Shubs in an online open 
exhibition by SE CENTER for 
Photography running from Thursday, 
Jan. 7, through Saturday, Jan. 30. The 
juror for the exhibit was Robert 
Klein, whose Robert Klein Gallery in 
Boston was established in 1980 and 
ranks among the world’s most presti-
gious showrooms of fine art photog-
raphy. sec4p.com. 
 

‘Making Friends’ 
IAMA Theatre Company has extend-
ed the virtual premiere of “Making 
Friends,” a 
comic solo play 
written and per-
formed by Tom 
DeTrinis, from 
Thursday, Jan. 
7, through 
Monday, Jan. 
18. The show, directed by Drew 
Droege and filmed at the Pico 
Playhouse, offers a non-stop, hilari-
ous litany of grievances, unmasking 
DeTrinis’ singular views on every-
thing from cheese to New York City. 
Tickets start at $15. iamatheatre.com. 

 

‘Redemption Day’ 
Cinelounge, which is operating as a 
drive-in, is holding a limited engage-
ment of “Redemption Day” from 
Friday, Jan. 8, through Sunday, Jan. 
10. The action film stars Gary 
Dourdan, Andy Garcia, Ernie Hudson 
and Serinda Swan. A U.S. Marine 
infiltrates a terrorist group to save 
American hostages. Check website 
for showtimes. Next on the schedule 
is the award-winning documentary 
“MLK/FBI” and the new thriller 
“Don’t Tell a Soul” running from Jan. 
15-21. 1625 N. Las Palmas Ave. 
(323)924-1644, arenascreen.com. 
 

Art and yoga  
with LACMA 
The Los Angeles County Museum of 
Art is hosting a virtual yoga session 
based on art on Saturday, Jan. 9, at 10 
a.m. The program was inspired by art 
on the exhibition “View From Here: 

Recent Acquisitions,” a selection of 
16 works newly acquired by LACMA 
and on view for the first time. The 
exhibit features works by Huguette 
Caland, Christina Fernandez, E.J. 
Hill, Calida 
Rawles, Lynette 
Yiadom-Boakye 
and others. It 
explores themes 
of interiority and 
vastness, isola-
tion and collec-
tivity, and stasis and movement from 
the exhibit. lacma.org. 
 

‘That Farm  
Town, L.A.’ 
The Culinary Historians of Southern 
California welcomes its president 
Charles Perry for “That Farm Town, 
L.A.,” a virtual program on Saturday, 
Jan. 9, at 10:30 a.m., via Zoom. Perry 
was formerly a staff writer for the Los 
Angeles Times’ Food Section from 
1990 to 2008 and is an expert on food 
history – particularly pertaining to 
Southern California and the Middle 
East. Many people may be surprised to 
learn that Los Angeles once was a 
major agricultural region known for 
many fruit and vegetable farms, as well 
as dairies and chicken farms. The lec-
ture also celebrates CHSC’s 25th 
anniversary. Tickets are free, but reser-
vations are required and close 24 hours 
in advance. eventbrite.com/e/culinary-
history-program-that-farm-town-la-with-
charles-perry-tickets-133195550477. 
 

‘Piano Sonata’  
by Glass 
UCLA’s Center for the Art of 
Performance presents Maki 
Namekawa performing “Piano 
Sonata” by Philip Glass on Sunday, 
Jan. 10, at 3 p.m. 
With a body of 
work that 
includes 25 
operas, 12 sym-
phonies, 13 con-
certos, nine 
string quartets 
and numerous other works, Glass is 
considered one of the great 
American composers. Longtime col-

laborator Namekawa performs 
“Piano Sonata” in a tribute and testa-
ment to their friendship. The pro-
gram will be available on CAP 
UCLA’s online channel by visiting 
online.cap.ucla.edu. 
 

Get to Know  
Your Chamber 
Join the Beverly Hills Chamber of 
Commerce for its virtual January 
Get to Know Your Chamber event 
on Tuesday, Jan. 12, from 9 to 10:30 
a.m., via Zoom. The chamber is an 
important resource for Beverly Hills 
businesses, from special events to 
advocacy. The membership orienta-
tion will outline the benefits and 
opportunities available, as well as 
programs to assist members during 
uncertain times. Participation is 
free. members.beverlyhillscham-
ber.com. 
 

Historic landmarks 
The Windsor Square-Hancock Park 
Historical Society is hosting a discus-
sion on city landmarks on 
Wednesday, Jan. 13, at 7 p.m., via 
Zoom. Robert Inman, author of “An 
Architectural Guidebook to Los 
Angeles,” will lead the talk on iconic 
locations such as the Watts Tower and 
the Miracle Mile’s “Dark Room” 
camera store (now a restaurant). The 
event is the first in a series by the his-
torical society. The cost is $10. Email 
wshphs@gmail.com. 
 

Brandeis 
University group 
Share fellowship with like-minded 
senior men who support Brandeis 
University during an online event on 
Tuesday, Jan. 19, at 10 a.m. The 
group formerly gathered monthly for 
lox, cream cheese and bagel break-
fasts, but now meetings are held via 
Zoom. Paul Bergman, a UCLA Law 
School Professor emeritus, university 
distinguished teacher and Dickson 
Awardee, will discuss his new book, 
“Real to Reel Justice-Truth and 
Trickery in Courtroom Movies.” For 
a link to the Zoom meeting, visit 
bncla.org.

CALENDAR

Assemblyman Richard Bloom

Beverly Hills to 
update housing 
element of  
general plan 

Beginning this month, the city of 
Beverly Hills will be advancing its 
work on the housing element update 
of its general plan which will need to 
be completed by October 2021. The 
housing element will outline its 
future housing goals and identify 
policies and programs that will be 
implemented to meet the needs of 
the community. 

The state of California requires 
each jurisdiction’s housing element 
be updated every eight years, and the 
final housing element must be 
approved and certified by the state. 
The city’s housing element update 
will cover the period from 2021 to 
2029. 

In the coming months, the city’s 
Community Development staff will 
work with the City Council, the 
Planning Commission and the com-
munity to develop a draft plan for 
adoption that can be reviewed and 
approved by the state. The city will 
host public meetings and workshops 
for residents to provide feedback and 
data for the draft plan. 

The first virtual community 
meeting will be held on Feb. 1,  at 6 
p.m. For information, visit beverly-
hills.org/housingelementupdate or 
email housingelement@beverly-
hills.org. 

https://bogiesliquor.com


While travel dramatically 
declined over the past year due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, people’s 
desire to explore and learn certainly 
has not – and it’s under that premise 
that the city of Beverly Hills agreed 
to spend $20,000 to help support a 
second season of “Rodeo Drive-
The Podcast.” 

“These podcasts allow people to 
experience the magic of our iconic 
street and feel the creativity, pas-
sion and exuberance from wherever 
they are in the world,” said 
Councilwoman Lili Bosse, who 
served as City Council liaison along 
with Mayor Lester Friedman to 
approve the funding. 

While the launch date for the new 
season has yet to be solidified, the 
podcast’s executive producer Lyn 
Winter said the first episode was 
anticipated to go live by early 
February. Like the first season, 
there will be eight episodes, and 
each one will explore a different 
theme.  

“The first season was an incredi-
ble success and I think it’s gained a 
lot of traction with both local and 
global audiences,” she said. 
“Obviously, that’s a result of the 
[high-profile status] of the Rodeo 
Drive brand, but also because of the 
nature of the stories that were told 
through the first season.” 

Winter emphasized how season 

one launched during the lockdown 
and didn’t shy away from taking 
listeners through what was happen-
ing on the street until the final 
episode was broadcast on Sept. 3, 
2020. 

Kathy Davoudi-Gohari, vice 
president of the Rodeo Drive 
Committee and director of client 
engagement at Valentino, described 
the first series as a “reality check” 
while focusing on the history and 
high style of the iconic street. 

“Everything is documented in the 
series,” she said. “It was really 
important for us to not make these 
podcasts tone-deaf, because these 
episodes are being listened to … on 
six continents.” 

For the first season, Davoudi-
Gohari, who previously helmed the 
Rodeo Drive Committee for two 
years as president, offered a brief 
inside perspective on each episode 
into what was actually happening 
inside the stores and on the street 
while individual episodes spotlight-
ed topics including architecture, 
cars and the red carpet. She said the 
first season was listened to in over 
60 countries. 

According to a Podcast Insights 
report in 2020, the first season 
series ranked in the top 50 of 250 
globally-ranked podcasts in 25 
countries. 

“I am thrilled with the success of 
the Only on Rodeo Podcasts,” 
Bosse added. “It truly is exciting to 
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While travel to Beverly Hills has diminished due to the coronavirus, more 
people are expected to visit Rodeo Drive later this year. 

the second season. A fashion histo-
rian, Cosgrave will take listeners 
through immersive experiences, 
including behind-the-scenes stories 
of Rodeo’s landmark boutiques. 

“I really became fascinated by 
the street and how it has a real his-
tory that harkens back to the 1920s 
and 1930s,” she said. “I was very 
interested in sharing that history 
and using that history to contextual-
ize the street as we know it today.” 

The podcast’s author Frances 
Anderton, who hosted a weekly 
radio show on design and architec-
ture for more than two decades at 
KCRW, will similarly feature the 
current trends of fashion, luxury 
and entertainment while examining 
innovations and visions for the 
future as the fashion and luxury 
industries respond to today’s 
unprecedented times and opportu-
nities. 

“Rodeo Drive encapsulates, in a 
way, the history of style and fashion 
and the emergence of L.A. as a style 
capital,” Anderton said. “There are 
some really compelling characters 
– because when you tell a story 
about anywhere, you want some 
great characters, and Rodeo Drive 
is certainly full of them.” 

She said that elements of the 
upcoming podcasts would focus on 
how retail and fashion have been 
impacted by current events, in addi-
tion to honing in on the architectur-
al legacy of the street, such as Two 
Rodeo. 

“As we all know, retail and fash-

ion has been impacted in recent 
years by changes in the way people 
shop and most recently by changes 
brought upon us all by the pandem-
ic,” Anderton said. “So obviously, 
the stories are of how Rodeo Drive 
and Two Rodeo are evolving to 
meet those conditions. That’s very 
interesting. All in all, it’s two streets 
– Rodeo Drive and Two Rodeo – 
that capture a really rich and color-
ful story about Los Angeles.” 

Anderton also noted the power of 
podcasts, and their increasing popu-
larity, as a compelling storytelling 
medium. 

“Podcasts have expanded expo-
nentially. And what that attests to, is 
people like hearing each other 
speak. They like hearing stories that 
go straight from mouth to ear,” she 
said. “That’s very interesting at a 
time when we’ve become a very 
visual culture … and for people to 
still desire what is a very traditional 
form of storytelling … has been a 
great education to us all.” 

The Rodeo Drive Committee 
underscored that during this time of 
social distancing and isolation, the 
series offers an opportunity to con-
nect audiences during the pandemic 
while spotlighting the street. 

“The podcasts provide a fascinat-
ing look inside Rodeo Drive,” 
Mayor Lester Friedman said. 
“Listeners are treated to stories and 
insights from the world’s leading 
designers and those who know the 
street best. I encourage everyone to 
take a listen.”

Rodeo Drive podcast provides new escape 
see that it has been ranked in the top 
podcasts worldwide.” 

While the second season will be 
similar in concept, the subjects fea-
tured will be different and will 
include the future of fashion shows, 
luxury at home, the best tressed 
dogs, design and architecture, and 
what’s coming next for the street, 
including the planned Cheval Blanc 
Hotel.  

Davoudi-Gohari said one episode 
will be devoted to traveling in style 
for this new era – ideal for when the 
world once again opens back up.  

“I was the kind of person who 
traveled ... at least every month I 
was on a plane somewhere, most of 
the time in different countries. And 
I miss that, that kind of excitement 
of travel,” she said. “A lot of the 
people that listened to our podcasts 
were very much in the same boat. 
They used to travel, either socially 
or for business reasons. This has 
given them a way to kind of close 
their eyes and be here.” 

Gohari said she anticipated that 
the new season will similarly 
enhance the brand while enticing 
people to visit Beverly Hills in the 
future. It’s a vision shared by Julie 
Wagner, CEO at the Beverly Hills 
Conference and Visitors Bureau. 
While the CVB did not donate to 
last season’s production, the organi-
zation is giving $5,000 to support 
the new series because of its 
emphasis on travel. 

“As we all know, travel is such a 
big factor in Beverly Hills in terms 
of generating revenue and maintain-
ing a strong perception of the brand 
and supporting local businesses, so 
it’s really a huge part of the social 
and economic fabric of our city,” 
she said. “We thought, any opportu-
nity that allows us to support anoth-
er partner organization, position the 
brand in a positive manner and 
bring awareness to the importance 
of travel was the right initiative for 
us.” 

To support the podcast, the 
Rodeo Drive Committee sought 
both public and private partner-
ships, raising $30,000 in private 
sponsorships in addition to the 
city’s $20,000. 

As in the first series, Bronwyn 
Cosgrave, a former editor for 
British Vogue, will once again host 

BY LAURA COLEMAN                 

L.A. County redistricting commissioners chosen 
After a lengthy selection 

process, the Los Angeles County 
Citizens Redistricting 
Commission finalized the names 
of the 14 commissioners who will 
be responsible for adjusting the 
district boundaries for electing the 
Board of Supervisors, based on 
the 2020 U.S. Census Bureau 
data. 

The Los Angeles County 
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk 
received 741 applications by Sept. 
8, 2020, and narrowed the appli-
cants to a pool of the 60 most 
qualified names. The Los Angeles 
County Auditor-Controller con-
ducted a random drawing at the 
Board of Supervisors’ meeting on 
Nov. 24, 2020, selecting one com-
missioner from each of the five 
existing supervisorial districts and 
three commissioners randomly 
drawn from the remaining 55 
applicants. 

The eight randomly selected 
commissioners met between Dec. 
14 and 28, 2020, to select the final 
six commissioners from the 
remaining 52 qualified applicants. 

The 2021 CRC commissioners 

are Nelson Obregon, Priscilla 
Segura and Saira Soto, all of Los 
Angeles and representing the 1st 
District; Carolyn Williams of 
Hawthorne, Daniel Mayeda of 
Culver City and Jean Franklin of 
Long Beach, representing the 2nd 
District; Brian Stecher of Santa 
Monica and Doreena Wong of 
Los Angeles, representing the 3rd 
District; Apolonio Morales of 
Whittier and Hailes Soto of 
Downey, representing the 4th 
District; and David Holtzman of 
Burbank, John Vento of Palmdale, 
Mark Mendoza of La Verne and 
Priya Sridharan of South 
Pasadena, representing the 5th 
District. 

The commissioners range in 
age between 31 and 73. Eight are 
Democrats, two are Republicans 
and four are either affiliated with 
other political parties or have not 
registered a party preference. Six 
are female and eight are male. Six 
are Latino, three are Asian, three 
are white and two are Black.  

The CRC is independent of the 
Board of Supervisors as a result of 
the California Senate Bill 958, 

which passed in 2016. This CRC 
is using new practices. In the past, 
the Board of Supervisors appoint-
ed an advisory Boundary 
Redistricting Committee to study 
proposed changes to the bound-
aries and could make revisions 
before adopting the final redis-
tricted boundaries. 

This redistricting intends to 
rebalance district populations so 
they are reasonably equal in pop-
ulation; meet the constitutional 
principle of “one person, one 
vote”; and ensure districts are 
geographically contiguous, taking 
into account topography, geogra-
phy, cohesiveness, contiguity, 
integrity, compactness of territory 
and community of interest of the 
supervisorial districts. 

During this next year, the CRC 
will be conducting a series of pub-
lic hearings and meetings to solic-
it community input regarding 
future supervisorial district 
boundaries. The CRC’s redistrict-
ing efforts must be completed by 
Dec. 15.   

For information, visit 
bos.lacounty.gov.

photo by Brica Wilcox/courtesy of the Rodeo Drive Committee 

With its European charm, Two Rodeo is a popular destination for visitors 
and will be the focus of an upcoming podcast on design and architecture. 

https://west3rdstreet.com
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A shooting occurred on Jan. 1 
outside an alleged short-term rental 
house in Beverly Grove. Activity at 
the home, reportedly used for ille-
gal parties during the COVID-19 
pandemic, renewed concerns 
among residents and law enforce-
ment authorities. 

Detectives are actively investi-
gating the shooting at approximate-
ly 1:45 a.m. in the 6300 block of 
Maryland Drive. Officers received 
calls about shots being fired and 
when they arrived a short time later, 
found most of the people had fled 
the scene, said Capt. Shannon 
Paulson, commanding officer of the 
Los Angeles Police Department’s 
Wilshire Division. After a subse-
quent investigation, two male gun-
shot victims were located at sepa-
rate hospitals. Both either drove 
themselves or were driven to the 
hospitals, Paulson said. They are 
expected to survive. 

Due to the investigation, Paulson 
declined to provide any further 
details about a motive or who owns 
or was at the property when the 
shooting occurred. However, she 
said the residence is well-known to 
police. The house at 6347 
Maryland Drive was at the center of 
numerous complaints earlier in 
2020, Paulson said. 

“This is [a short-term rental] 
where we have had numerous calls 
throughout the COVID-19 pan-
demic. It came onto our radar in 
April. It was mostly disruptive par-
ties, people coming and going, loud 
noise that was disruptive to neigh-

bors, music playing late into the 
night,” Paulson said. “We had 
worked with the City Attorney’s 
Office and worked with the proper-
ty owner in an effort to gain volun-
tary compliance. It seemed to go 
quiet in August for a couple of 
months, but then we had the call 
about the shooting on Jan. 1.” 

It was unclear whether specific 
action other than issuing warnings 
was taken previously against the 
property owner, but Paulson said 
“everything is on the table” now in 
terms of the department’s response 
to the problem. She plans to contin-
ue working with the City 
Attorney’s Office to address the 
issue. Los Angeles City Attorney’s 
Office spokesman Rob Wilcox con-
firmed prosecutors are involved. 

“Our office is well aware of the 

incident and we are in close contact 
with the LAPD as it continues its 
investigation,” Wilcox said. 

Residents of the neighborhood 
remain concerned that the problems 
will persist. Videos with audio from 
security cameras in the neighbor-
hood captured the recent shooting, 
showing a chaotic scene with 
approximately 25 shots being fired 
and people screaming and running. 

“This is a quiet neighborhood 
and this has to be addressed,” resi-
dent Sally Le Corvec said. “With 
shots being fired like that at 1:30 in 
the morning … it’s scary. This is 
absolutely outrageous and needs to 
stop.” 

Anyone with information about 
the crime is urged to call the 
LAPD’s Wilshire Division at 
(213)922-8205.

Shooting in Beverly Grove leaves two injured

photo courtesy of LAPD 

Grainy security camera video shows a crowd gathered in the street right 
before the shooting occurred.

n Authorities believe 
crime was connected  
to short-term rental

Los Angeles City Attorney 
Mike Feuer announced on Jan. 5 
that his office, in partnership with 
the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s Office, has resolved an 
enforcement action against 
Applied BioSciences Corporation 
for allegedly unlawfully advertis-
ing and selling an in-home 
COVID-19 antibody test that was 
not approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration. The action 
also named Applied BioSciences 
Corporation President Chris 
Bridges and Chairman Scott 
Stevens. The settlement, pending 
court approval, requires the defen-
dants to pay a $50,000 civil penal-
ty and to comply with a broad per-
manent injunction prohibiting 
them from selling unapproved 
tests in the future. The settlement 
was reached after the defendants 
made full restitution to people 
who bought the test. 

“We’re continuing to fight back 
against those we claim are trying 
to profit off the pandemic with 
allegedly fake vaccines, fake tests, 
fake cures and fake PPE. With our 
hospitals and healthcare workers 
overwhelmed with COVID-19, 
it’s never been more crucial to pull 
unauthorized tests, the results of 
which can’t be trusted,” Feuer 
said. “Moving forward, we know 
that COVID fear, fatigue, isolation 
and misinformation can allow 
scammers to thrive. As we learn of 
emerging vaccine scams, for 
example, Angelenos must be 
informed and vigilant.” 

Prior to the pandemic, Applied 
BioSciences, a corporation with 
offices in Beverly Hills, stated on 
its website that it was “focused on 
the development and commercial-
ization of novel, science-driven, 
synthetic cannabinoid therapeu-
tics/biopharmaceuticals,” authori-
ties said. The complaint alleges 
that, following the emergence of 
COVID-19, the defendants fraud-
ulently marketed and sold unap-
proved COVID-19 tests that were 
falsely advertised as being able to 

be used by consumers at home 
without a medical professional or 
laboratory. The complaint further 
alleged that the FDA had not 
approved the defendants’ COVID-
19 test and therefore, the market-
ing and sales allegedly violated 
California law. 

“This case should serve as a 
warning to would-be scammers 
that my prosecutors are watching. 
We will not tolerate the false and 
dangerous marketing of ineffec-
tive and unproven COVID-19 
tests in Los Angeles County,” 
District Attorney George Gascón 
said. “The harm is not only finan-
cial, but also potentially deadly. 
Victims, who received false nega-
tive test results, may fail to seek 
treatment and fail to quarantine, 
contributing to the spread of the 
disease. Meanwhile, those with 
false positive test results may seek 
unnecessary treatment, burdening 
our already strained healthcare 
system.” 

Following entry of the settle-
ment by the court, Applied 
BioSciences will pay $50,000 in 
civil penalties. All of the defen-
dants agreed to permanently stop 
making misleading claims and 
selling unapproved COVID-19 
tests, Feuer said.  

Additionally, as part of the set-
tlement, the defendants will admit 
that they sold more than 1,000 
tests for a total of approximately 
$25,000. As part of this settle-
ment, the defendants have already 
confirmed under penalty of per-
jury – and the City Attorney’s 
Office has verified – that they 
have fully refunded consumers. 

The enforcement action was 
part of an ongoing campaign to 
protect residents from businesses 
unfairly trying to profit from the 
pandemic.  

COVID-related scams, includ-
ing price-gouging, can be reported 
to the Los Angeles City Attorney’s 
Office by calling (213)978-8100, 
or visiting lacityattorney.org/con-
sumercomplaints.

Settlement reached for alleged 
sales of at-home COVID-19 tests 

Detectives with the Los 
Angeles Police Department’s 
West Bureau Homicide Unit had 
a busy New Year’s Eve investi-
gating two murders that occurred 
in the Wilshire and Hollywood 
areas. The crimes were unrelated 
but both are believed to have 
involved gangs, said Detective 
Sean Kinchla. 

Wilshire Division officers 
responded to a shots fired call at 
8:45 p.m. in the 2000 block of 
Eighth Avenue, just south of 
Washington Boulevard, and 
found a victim suffering from 
multiple gunshot wounds. The 
23-year-old victim was shot after 
a confrontation with multiple sus-
pects, Kinchla said. 

A short time later, officers 
stopped a vehicle believed to be 
connected to the shooting and 
arrested one man and two juve-
niles. The unidentified victim was 
not believed to have had gang 
ties, but the suspects are believed 
to be gang members, he added. 

The investigation remains ongo-
ing, and Kinchla did not have fur-
ther information. 

The second homicide occurred 
at approximately 11:10 p.m. in 
the 1500 block of Taft Avenue, 
next to the Hollywood (101) 
Freeway just west of Wilton 
Place and south of Hollywood 
Boulevard. The unidentified 53-
year-old victim was standing in 
front of an apartment building 
where a friend lives when a car 
pulled up and gunshots rang out, 
police said. Paramedics pro-
nounced the man dead at the 
scene. The victim lives in the 
neighborhood and had no con-
nections to gangs, Kinchla 
added.  

The detective said gang graffiti 
was found in the neighborhood 
and it appears the murder was 
gang-related. That investigation 
also remains ongoing; Kinchla 
had no further details. 

Anyone with information 
about either crime is urged to call 
the LAPD’s West Bureau 
Homicide Unit at (213)382-9470.

Two homicides on New Year’s  
Eve believed to be gang-related 

By edwin folven                 

By edwin folven                 

Metro highlights 
efforts to stop 
human  
trafficking 

January is Slavery and Human 
Trafficking Prevention Month, and 
Metro is spotlighting a public 
awareness campaign to inform peo-
ple about human trafficking and 
educate on how to identify signs it 
is occurring in local communities. 
The goal is to help public transit rid-
ers identify and report suspicious 
human trafficking activity and inci-
dents on the Metro system. 

Metro partners with the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department, Los Angeles Police 
Department and Long Beach Police 
Department, and uses Metro 
Security and private security to 
monitor potential criminal activitiy 
such as human trafficking. 

Metro encourages transit riders to 
look for signs of human trafficking. 
Victims often look fearful, 
depressed, anxious or tense. They 
are usually being closely watched 
and don’t possess money. Victims 
also often show signs of physical 
abuse. Transit riders are encouraged 
to report suspicious activity by call-
ing (888)950-SAFE or texting 
(213)788-2777. The L.A. Metro 
Transit Watch smartphone app also 
enables people to anonymously 
report suspicious activity. 

For information, visit metro.net 
and lacounty.gov/human-traffick-
ing.

https://diamondfoamandfabric.com


A private family has purchased 
the former home of the National 
Council of Jewish Women, Los 
Angeles at 543 N. Fairfax Ave.  

Marjorie Gilberg, CEO of 
NCJW/LA, said the sale by the 
organization to a private family 
closed in December, and NCJW/LA 
moved out of the offices in 
November after calling the building 
home since 1961.  

Gilberg did not get permission 
from the buyers to provide their 
names or the price of the sale by 
press time. As of Jan. 6, the Los 
Angeles County Assessor’s website 
did not list the 2020 sale of the 
property.  

“They’re not big-time develop-
ers. They’re a family that has some 
commercial properties and wants to 
expand their portfolio,” Gilberg 
said.  

Gilberg noted that the “huge 
building” – nearly 16,000 square 
feet, with 54 parking spaces – was 
“significantly more space than we 
needed” for their 14 employees, and 
finding tenants for the additional 
space was outside of what the non-
profit wanted to do.  

“We weren’t looking to become 
landlords … in the business of rent-
ing out our building. For us, it just 
made sense to not retain it,” she 
said.  

Gilberg said that the organization 
is in the process of “overhauling our 
entire service model” and changing 
some of the programs they offer, 
and the sale of the building has 
made that transition easier.  

“Having these funds to be able to 
dedicate towards this transition at 
this exact moment is amazing, and 
we’ve been able to continue our ser-
vices during COVID and expand 
what we do for the community, 
extensively, since we started,” 
Gilberg said. “It was fortuitous that 
we were already in the process of 
selling the building when the pan-
demic started.” 
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NCJW/LA moves out of Fairfax Ave. building 

BY CAMERON KISZLA                       

While the flexibility offered by 
the building sale is beneficial for 
now, Gilberg said the plan is to ulti-
mately return to a physical location, 
ideally one situated above one of 
NCJW/LA’s Council Thrift Shops.  

In the meantime, NCJW/LA staff 
continues to work from home, and 
the nonprofit has taken an 18-
month lease for office space down 
the street on Fairfax Avenue, though 
their mail goes to a post office box. 
Meanwhile, the search continues 
for a more permanent office, ideally 
near the former location.  

“[The pandemic] has really 
changed and transformed how we 
can work and opened up a lot of 

opportunity, but we miss seeing one 
another. We work in a virtual envi-
ronment, but it’s nice to sit down in 
a room with somebody and talk 
through stuff,” Gilberg said. “It’s 
challenging, but we’re making it 
work.” 

Los Angeles City Councilman 
Paul Koretz, 5th District, said 
through spokeswoman Alison 
Simard that he is in favor of 
NCJW/LA remaining in the area.  

“I would love it if NCJW is able 
to continue to operate in the area in 
which they operate now,” Koretz 
said. “They are a terrific organiza-
tion and provide important services 
to the community.” 

photo by Cameron Kiszla 

The National Council of Jewish Women, Los Angeles moved out of its 
longtime building on Fairfax Avenue in November. 

n Nonprofit looking for 
new permanent home in 
the area

This month, the California 
Governor’s Office of Emergency 
Services is collaborating with the 
United States Army Corps of 
Engineers to rapidly deploy a team 
of design and construction experts 
to the Los Angeles region to evalu-
ate and, where necessary, upgrade 
oxygen delivery systems at six hos-
pitals in Los Angeles County. 

The deployment comes at a time 
when hospitals across the Los 
Angeles region are treating an 
unprecedented number of COVID-
19 patients and the internal oxygen 
delivery systems built into many 
older hospitals are being overtaxed 
by the volume of oxygen flow 
required to treat patients with respi-
ratory issues that arise from 
COVID-19.  

One of the hospitals which will 
be evaluated for improvements is 
Adventist Health White Memorial 
Hospital, 1720 E. Cesar E Chavez 
Ave.  

For information, visit 
caloes.ca.gov. 

U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to 
upgrade hospitals  

https://farmersmarketla.com
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Local teens put a pen to pandemic-stricken year
n ‘It starts with you. 
Write a letter. Make a 
change.’  
BY CAMERON KISZLA                    

by Cantor Estherleon

Estherleon.com

Marjorie Luzuriaga, a sophomore 
at Larchmont Charter High School 
and Koreatown resident, mobilized 
an effort to give back during the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic. 
Luzuriaga, 15, serves as president 
of the Luzuriaga Foundation, which 
she founded this past spring.  

“When the whole pandemic was 
starting in March, I noted how every-
one was disconnected from talking to 
each other. I wanted to find a way for 
people who are less fortunate to con-
nect with someone around their age 
… So I decided to start a nonprofit to 
help less-fortunate kids, [whose liv-
ing situations include] homeless shel-
ters and orphanages, and we’re trying 
to get hospitals,” Luzuriaga said.  

Volunteers write letters of 
encouragement to kids around the 
country and around the world, and, 
if the recipients want, the conversa-
tion continues as a pen-pal program. 

With the help of her brother, 
LCHS junior Marc Luzuriaga II, 
Marjorie Luzuriaga created a com-
plementary club at LCHS, the 
Luzuriaga Foundation Club. Marc, 
who serves as co-president of the 
club with Marjorie, also works with 
the foundation outside of the club 
activities. 

“My sister convinced me to work 
with her on the Luzuriaga 
Foundation because of the founda-
tion’s slogan, ‘It starts with you. 
Write a letter. Make a change.’ I 
have been a strong believer that 
connection is important during 
one’s youth. Thus, through this 
foundation, I decided to take part in 
that mission,” Marc Luzuriaga II 

said in an email.  
“It feels really good to do some-

thing, even when you’re at home. 
It’s nice to do something for less-
fortunate kids because I always 
think to myself how I have a roof 
over my head and other kids don’t. 
It’s a great way to connect and get 
to know other people,” Marjorie 
Luzuriaga added.  

Lai Sam, who teaches algebra at 
LCHS and serves as the club’s 
sponsor, said when Marjorie 
Luzuriaga approached her with the 
plan, she “thought it just seemed 
like a great idea.” 

“[It’s] especially pertinent to dis-
tance learning right now because 
there are only so many things you 
can do from a service perspective. 
Writing letters seemed like a great 
way to get in touch with our local 
communities during this time,” 
Sam said.  

So far, the approximately 20 
members of the Luzuriaga 
Foundation Club at LCHS have 
sent more than 180 letters to less 
fortunate children, and their efforts 
have expanded worldwide. 

Through social media, Marjorie 
Luzuriaga was able to connect with 
students at other schools who 
founded their own chapters, and 
now, more than 500 people have 
volunteered through the Luzuriaga 
Foundation Clubs, and chapters 
exist at schools across the U.S. 
Outside of the clubs, volunteers in 
Canada, Europe and Asia have 
joined the cause and started writing 
letters of their own.  

One club member, Linda Chen, a 
freshman at Tottenville High 
School in New York City, said writ-
ing the letters has helped her over-
come shyness and fulfill a desire to 
give back. 

“Wanting to help others as much 
as I can has always been my goal,” 

she said in an email. “By volunteer-
ing at the Luzuriaga Foundation, it 
has brought me joy that I can bright-
en someone’s day just by doing lit-
tle things.” 

The foundation also raises money 
for worthy causes. For instance, this 
holiday season, the foundation part-
nered with Rachel Dourec, who 
chairs the Adopt-A-Family 
Program at UCLA’s Mattel 
Children’s Hospital. The teens 
raised $655 for the program, which 
purchases toys, gas cards and other 
needed materials for the hospital’s 
patients and their families. The 
Luzuriaga Foundation also donated 
ornament-making kits for the hospi-
tal patients to get creative during 
their play time.  

In addition to the work at the hos-
pital, the foundation has raised 
money to purchase clothes, food 
and school supplies for children in 
the Philippines and for the Los 
Angeles Mission and the Youth 
Emerging Stronger homeless shel-
ter in Los Angeles.  

To help with some of the 
fundraising projects, Marc 
Luzuriaga II secured assistance 
from Travis Fowler, who teaches 
AP Government and AP U.S. 
History at LCHS, though Fowler 
was quick to note that the Luzuriaga 

U.S. Rep. Julia Brownley (D-
Westlake Village) introduced her 
first bill of the 117th Congress on 
Jan. 3: the Same Day Registration 
Act, legislation that would require 
all states to allow same-day voter 
registration for all federal elections.  

Currently, 21 states plus the 
District of Columbia permit same-
day voter registration, which allows 
any qualified resident of the state to 
register to vote and cast a ballot on 
the same day. Brownley’s legisla-
tion would require every state to 
enact same-day voter registration 
for all federal elections, similar to 
the process allowed in California. 

“Participation in our democracy 
should be encouraged and the right 
to vote should not be hampered by 

outdated voter registration regula-
tions. Yet in many states, 
Americans face these barriers while 
trying to access the ballot box,” 
Brownley said. “In California, we 
saw a record 80.7% voter turnout in 
the 2020 election. This was in large 
part due to same-day voter registra-
tion efforts in our state.   

“Our democracy is strongest when 
it is reflective of the people it serves. 
Same-day voter registration is one of 
the most effective tools for increas-
ing voter participation, which means 
better representation for everyday 
Americans,” Brownley added.  

For information, visit 
juliabrownley.house.gov/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2021/01/BROWCA_1
46_xml.pdf. 

Brownley introduces bill for 
same-day voter registration 

Definitions of: 

insurrection: an act or instance of revolting against civil authority 
or an established government 

sedition: incitement of resistance to or insurrection against lawful 
authority 

fascism: a political philosophy, movement, or regime (such as that 
of the Fascisti) that exalts nation and often race above the individual 
and that stands for a centralized autocratic government headed by 
a dictatorial leader, severe economic and social regimentation, and 
forcible suppression of opposition 

(source: Merriam-Webster Dictionary)

Notable quotes

photo courtesy of Marjorie Luzuriaga 

All six members of the Luzuriaga family get involved in the Luzuriaga 
Foundation’s charity works.

family deserves the credit. 
“They’re embodying the hope of 

why we have these clubs on cam-
pus … It’s all student-generated,” 
Fowler said. “All props to them. 
They built the website, they figured 
out how to collect the money, they 
figured out where and how to send 
it to UCLA. From our side, it’s pret-
ty easy, because we just say ‘yes, 
what support do you need?’” 

“Marc and Marjorie, they take 
initiative, and to be honest, my role 
has been pretty hands-off,” Sam 
added. “They do a lot of the organiz-
ing, a lot of the planning and they’re 
really dedicated and committed to 

what they do, and you can see their 
passion for the club. As a club mod-
erator, it’s been nice that I haven’t 
had to do much because they take 
initiative and get things done.” 

Marjorie Luzuriaga said she’s 
thrilled with the surprising and 
“sometimes overwhelming” 
amount of support she’s received so 
far and plans to keep up the effort. 

“I’m very thankful for the sup-
port that comes to this foundation 
and I’m glad it touched so many 
people when I didn’t expect it to, to 
be honest,” Luzuriaga said.  

For information, visit theluzuria-
gafoundation.org. 

https://www.estherleon.com


The National Council of Jewish 
Women, Los Angeles will hold its 
annual commemoration of the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling Roe v. Wade 
on Jan. 26, though this year, the 
event will be held virtually due to 
the pandemic. 

“Roe v. Wade at 48” commemo-
rates the Jan. 22. 1973, decision that 
provided Constitutional protection 
for abortion.  

“For us, Roe v. Wade is one of 
those landmark court rulings that 
we continue to uphold. In years pre-
vious, we’ve been speaking about 
the different attacks that Roe contin-
ues to have, and with the Supreme 
Court being super conservative and 
the different rulings that are happen-
ing in different states, we think that 
Roe has to be uplifted and protected, 
and we try to do that every year,” 
said Nabila Sosa, advocacy pro-
gram manager for NCJW/LA. 

The event is virtual, preventing 
the in-person connections forged at 
the annual commemoration, but 
NCJW/LA is using the pandemic as 
an opportunity to broaden the 
appeal of “Roe v. Wade at 48.” 

Rachel Resnick, chief program 
officer for NCJW/LA, said this 
year’s event will “spotlight… the 
work of reproductive justice advo-
cates in other parts of the country.” 

“By doing virtual events, it really 
allows us to have a bigger tent. 
We’re going to be able to spotlight 
advocates who are doing this work 
on the East Coast in states that are 
more under-resourced than the 
states of California,” she said.  

The hour-and-a-half-long event, 
which begins at 5 p.m., will include 
an abortion provider from 

Kentucky, the Tennessee-based 
nonprofit SisterReach and others 
working to protect and expand abor-
tion access in the U.S., as well as 
local leaders.  

“We’ll be able to hear directly 
from those people in other states 
working on this issue and also give 
our community members and 
activists a chance to get involved,” 
said Marjorie Gilberg, CEO of 
NCJW/LA.  

Each virtual attendee will speak 
for several minutes, then provide a 
call to action for those in atten-
dance, something they can do from 
home. Attendees will also be able to 
submit questions for the participants 
before the event so they can learn 
more about how they can help.  

“I’m so excited about this event. 
It’s going to be really different and 
has the opportunity to really drive 
change,” Gilberg said. 

The city of West Hollywood, 
which was the first in the U.S. to 
declare itself “pro-choice” in 1993, 
regularly partners with NCJW/LA 
to commemorate Roe v. Wade. In 
December, the City Council allocat-
ed $3,000 in financial support for 
the event and joined NCJW/LA in 
making “Roe v. Wade at 48” part of 
the city’s annual commemoration of 
the court ruling. 

“Mainstream efforts to eliminate 
access to legal safe abortions and 
limit reproductive care overall are 
ongoing across the country.  
Commemorating Roe v. Wade 
annually provides an opportunity to 
bring together for greater impact 
and visibility, local, state and 
national organizations and activists 
committed to protecting reproduc-
tive rights and advancing reproduc-
tive justice by ensuring access to 
health care in the United States,” 
West Hollywood Community 
Events Coordinator Larissa Fooks 
said in a statement.  

Access to “Roe v. Wade at 48” 

will be free for those in need, Sosa 
said, though NCJW/LA is selling 
packages that include access to the 
event and the book “Shout Your 
Abortion” as a fundraiser. The pro-
ceeds of the $28 packages will be 
split between the participants from 
Kentucky and Tennessee, Sosa 
added. 

“We think about places like 
Tennessee and Kentucky and other 
red states, places that are really 
going through it … We’re trying to 
give it to agencies who really need 
the help,” she said.  

For information, email advoca-
cy@ncjwla.org.  
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By Cameron Kiszla                 

The Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors voted unanimously 
on Jan. 5 to extend the county’s 
eviction moratorium to Feb. 28 and 
to strengthen other renter protec-
tions. Studies continue to indicate 
that hundreds of thousands of 
households are at risk of eviction 
because of inability to pay rent 
caused by lost or reduced income 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Under Assembly Bill 3088, 
which expires on Jan. 31, as well as 
a county ordinance, renters in L.A. 
County are protected from eviction. 
According to Public Counsel, the 
largest pro bono law firm in the 
country, families are still in jeopardy 
despite current protections. 

The motion approved on Tuesday 
also strengthens renter protections 
by clarifying specific protections 
against harassment and retaliation; 
offers protection to tenants who fall 
behind on rent repayment plans; 
provides eviction protection for 
renters who reasonably deny entry 
to their landlord; and seeks increas-
es to fines for property owners who 
violate the law. The protections 
serve as a minimum baseline of pro-
tection for residents in all L.A. 
County cities and unincorporated 
areas.  

“No one should be threatened 
with eviction or made homeless dur-
ing this pandemic, and it’s important 
to both renters and landlords for us 
to clarify and strengthen these criti-
cal protections,” said Supervisor 

Sheila Kuehl, 3rd District, author of 
the motion. “Despite state and local 
legislation designed to prevent evic-
tion due to loss of income during the 
pandemic, some renters are being 
targeted for harassment. [This] 
motion should bring an end to the 
sort of illegal shenanigans being 
used by unscrupulous landlords 
who want to thwart the law and fail 
to realize that in this moment of cri-
sis we need to be our best selves and 
help the entire community through 
this difficult and uncertain period.” 

The motion builds upon Kuehl’s 
efforts to reduce homelessness by 
expanding investment in preven-
tion, outreach, supportive housing 
and permanent housing through the 
Homeless Initiative. Supervisor 
Hilda L. Solis, 1st District, co-
authored the motion. 

“Los Angeles County’s eviction 
moratorium has served as a safety 
net for our most vulnerable resi-
dents,” Solis added. “To that end, it 
is in the county’s best interest to pro-
tect rent-burdened households from 
falling into homelessness, as well as 
provide a lifeline to local small busi-
nesses who have been some of the 
hardest hit by the economic fallout 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
actions taken through this motion 
will support our residents’ health by 
supporting stay-at-home and physi-
cal distancing directives, reduce the 
risks of overcrowded living envi-
ronments and prevent the further 
spread of COVID-19.” 

County extends eviction moratorium

Roe v. Wade commemoration goes virtual

photo by Kristina Sado/courtesy of the city of West Hollywood 

West Hollywood Mayor Lindsey Horvath participated in the NCJW/LA’s Roe 
v. Wade commemoration last year. The 2021 event will be held virtually. 

n NCJW/LA event on 
Jan. 26 focuses on 
national state of affairs

https://bhtota.org


8  January 7, 2021 Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

Stay up to date with construction 
on Metro’s Purple Line Extension 
project during a webinar on 
Wednesday, Jan. 13, from noon to 1 
p.m., via Zoom. Updates will be pro-
vided on sections one and two of the 
project from Wilshire/Western to 
Century City. To join, call (888)788-
0099, and use the ID: 955 7708 
4809. 

Major construction resumes on 
Jan. 8 in Century City, with a full 
closure of Constellation Boulevard 
west of Avenue of the Stars. The full 
closure will remain in place through 
April 4 and vehicles will be prohib-
ited on Constellation Boulevard 
west of Avenue of the Stars to Solar 
Way. The work will also require 
partial weekday lane closures on 
Constellation Boulevard east of 
Avenue of the Stars, and full week-
end closures of the intersection at 
Constellation/Avenue of the Stars 
from 8 p.m. on Friday to 6 a.m. on 
Monday. 

Farther east, crews are continu-
ing excavation at the future 
Wilshire/Rodeo subway station in 
Beverly Hills. The digging is 80% 
complete toward the goal of reach-
ing a final depth of 100 feet by the 
end of the first quarter of 2021. 
New hauling hours for removing 
soil have been announced. From 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., two lanes will be 
open in each direction on Wilshire 
Boulevard between El Camino and 
Crescent drives to accommodate 
soil removal from the Reeves stag-
ing yard. From 10 p.m. to 10 a.m., 
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced 

to one lane in each direction 
between El Camino and Crescent 
drives, when excavation will occur 
through deck openings along 
Wilshire Boulevard at Canon Dive, 
and just west of Beverly Drive. 

Ongoing ground monitoring is 
also occurring in the tunnel align-
ment and around the 
Wilshire/Rodeo station. New work 
hours are weekdays from 7 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and weekends from 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m. for work on Wilshire 
Boulevard, and weekdays from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. in the neighborhoods 
surrounding Wilshire Boulevard. 

Station construction, material 
deliveries, instrumentation and 
concrete pouring continue. 
Ongoing concrete and material 
deliveries to the Wilshire/La 
Cienega station box are anticipated 
to continue this week. Through 
Saturday, Jan. 9, Wilshire 
Boulevard may be intermittently 
reduced to two lanes between Le 
Doux Road and Gale Drive. At 
other times, eastbound Wilshire 
Boulevard may be intermittently 
reduced to one lane between La 
Cienega Boulevard and Gale Drive. 

Gale Drive will be intermittently 
closed at Wilshire Boulevard to 
support construction in the Gale 
staging yard. Work hours are 4 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday. Access to Gale Drive will 
be maintained from San Vicente 
Boulevard. 

A K-rail enclosure in the center 
lanes at Wilshire/San Vicente is 
anticipated to be in place through 

the end of January to support ongo-
ing tunnel and mitigation work 
underneath Wilshire Boulevard. 
Southbound San Vicente Boulevard 
may be fully closed at Wilshire 
Boulevard from 5 a.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 9, through 6 a.m. on Monday, 
Jan. 11. Eastbound Wilshire 
Boulevard will be reduced to a sin-
gle lane through the intersection 
while the traffic control is in place. 

Station construction, hauling and 
concrete pouring also continue near 
Wilshire/Fairfax, the site of another 
future subway station. Wilshire 
Boulevard will be reduced to two 
lanes in each direction between San 
Diego Way and Spaulding Avenue 
through next August. Intermittent 
lane closures may be in place to 
support deck panel maintenance 
and investigation. Anticipated work 
hours are 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and 7 
p.m. to 6 a.m., Monday through 
Friday. 

A K-rail work zone has been 
installed at the southwest corner of 
Wilshire Boulevard and Fairfax 
Avenue to support work on 
appendages to the main subway 
tunnels. Orange Grove Avenue 
remains closed south of Wilshire 
Boulevard until January 2022. 
Ogden Drive will be closed inter-
mittently Monday through 
Saturday at Wilshire Boulevard. 

At Wilshire/La Brea, hauling, 
deliveries and tunneling support are 
ongoing in construction staging 
yards and from a K-rail enclosure at 
Wilshire Boulevard and Orange 
Drive. Through Feb. 27, Wilshire 

Boulevard will be reduced to two 
lanes in each direction between 
Detroit and June streets, and 
Orange Drive will remain closed 
north of Wilshire Boulevard. 
Intermittent lane closures on 
Wilshire Boulevard and side streets 
between Highland Avenue and 
Detroit Street may be in place to 
support construction from 6 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

A work zone on the west side of 
the intersection of Wilshire and 
Rimpau boulevards is anticipated to 
be in place through next May. 
Wilshire Boulevard has been 
reduced to two lanes in each direc-
tion between June Street and 
Muirfield Road. Concrete and 
material deliveries are anticipated 
to continue at the site. 

At Wilshire and Plymouth boule-
vards, a K-rail enclosure will be in 
place for approximately one year. 
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced 

to two lanes in each direction 
between Windsor and Plymouth 
boulevards. Work will occur 24 
hours in the enclosure. 

At Wilshire/Western, tunneling 
support continues in a staging yard 
at Wilshire Boulevard and 
Manhattan Place. Northbound 
Manhattan Place will be intermit-
tently closed just north of Wilshire 
Boulevard from 4 a.m. to midnight, 
Monday through Friday, and 8 a.m. 
to 11 p.m., Saturday. Intermittent 
single lane closures on Wilshire 
Boulevard may be necessary 
between Western Avenue and 
Manhattan Place. Access to busi-
nesses will be maintained and a 
signed pedestrian detour has been 
installed. 

For questions and concerns, call 
the 24-hour project hotline at 
(213)922-6934, email the project 
team at purplelineext@metro.net, 
or visit metro.net.

Learn about subway project in monthly webinar

photo by Edwin Folven 

Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced to two lanes in each direction 
between San Diego Way and Spaulding Avenue through next August.

http://dupars.net/Store/
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4849 Santa Monica Blvd. • (323)469-0063 • www.linocity.com

Linoleum • Vinyl Tile • Fiber Floor •  
Laminate Floors • Azrock VCT • Rubber 

Prices so low you’ll be floored! 
We understand your needs and deliver promptly. 
Professionally installed or Do-It-Yourself!

L.A.’s Largest 
Selection of  

Floor Covering

https://www.linoleumcity.com
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Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
recently opened Los Angeles’ first 
four vaccine points-of-dispensing 
sites – known as PODs – for health 
care workers, located at existing 
public testing sites. The city is also 
partnering with the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public 
Health to soon open additional loca-
tions for the region’s most vulnera-
ble areas. 

“Our city is determined to protect 
our remarkable medical profession-
als on the front lines, and that means 
delivering life-saving vaccines to 
the health care workers who spend 
every day saving our lives,” 
Garcetti said. “These vaccine PODs 
are only the beginning of our cam-
paign to distribute COVID-19 vac-
cines safely and equitably to all 
Angelenos – part of our ongoing, 
comprehensive effort to stop the 
spread of this virus and eradicate 
this pandemic.” 

The initial Vaccine PODs are 
being housed at existing city-run 
testing and flu vaccination sites in 
some of the hardest-hit neighbor-
hoods in L.A., where Black and 
Latino families have been particu-
larly affected by the pandemic and 
where test positivity rates have 
ranged from 23% to 31%. The loca-
tions include Lincoln Park in East 
Los Angeles, San Fernando Park in 
the Northeast San Fernando Valley, 
the Crenshaw Christian Center in 
South Los Angeles and at the 
Hansen Dam recreation area in 
Pacoima. The approach coincides 
with the city’s commitment to equi-
ty in its COVID-19 response, mod-

eled after its data-driven approach 
to testing deployments, Garcetti 
said. 

“We are very pleased that a vac-
cine points-of-dispensing for 
healthcare workers is being placed 
at Lincoln Park in my district,” 
added Councilmember Gil Cedillo, 
1st District. “Health care workers 
have been at the frontline since the 
beginning of this pandemic and we 
are grateful the vaccine will be dis-
pensed in one of hardest hit commu-
nities of color by COVID-19.” 

Vaccine delivery is being led by 

the county, in partnership with the 
city of Los Angeles, Los Angeles 
Fire Department, University of 
Southern California School of 
Pharmacy, Curative and 
Community Organized Relief 
Effort. Vaccination sites are current-
ly available only to health care 
workers deemed by county public 
health leaders to be high and medi-
um risk. Health care workers will be 
notified of opportunities to be vacci-
nated at these sites by LACDPH. 

For information, visit coron-
avirus.lacity.org/testing.

Partnership offers more vaccination options

photo courtesy of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office 

Health care workers began receiving vaccinations at special sites estab-
lished by the city and county of Los Angeles.

The Los Angeles Gay and 
Lesbian Center recently began to 
administer the first batch of 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccines to 
frontline workers in its medical 
operations, including Health 
Services staff members and the 
Security and Facilities workers 
who support the center’s various 
health care sites. 

The center followed require-
ments from the Los Angeles 
Department of Public Health in 
administering vaccines to front-
line health care workers during 
phase one of the vaccine distrib-
ution in Los Angeles. The center 
received 400 vaccine doses in the 
first batch and will continue to 
follow all requirements for future 
dissemination of vaccines. 

“This is a momentous day, a 
pivotal time for us to help combat 
the deadly surge of COVID-19 
cases in Los Angeles and beyond. 
Since the pandemic began, our 
dedicated frontline workers 
helped to keep our center open 
for those in our community who 
rely on us. This vaccine will help 
us in that fight,” Health Services 
Co-Director Dr. Ward Carpenter 
said. “I strongly encourage 
everyone to educate themselves 
and consider taking the vaccine, 
when given the opportunity, 
because it is the only way to 
defeat this highly-contagious 
virus, to save lives and to bring 
normalcy and joy back to our 

lives.” 
The center – the world’s 

largest provider of programs and 
services to LGBTQ individuals – 
previously secured refrigeration 
units required to store the vaccine 
and was approved in December 
to serve as a vaccine distribution 
site.  

To amplify support for 
COVID-19 vaccination, the cen-
ter has launched a social media 
campaign. People who plan to 
receive the vaccine are encour-
aged to tag @lalgbtcenter on 
social media and use the hashtag 
#VDay. 

For information, visit lalgbt-
center.org.

L.A. LGBT Center vaccinates 
first health care workers 

photo courtesy of the LALGBT Center 

Frontline health care workers at 
the Los Angeles Gay and 
Lesbian Center have received 
COVID-19 vaccines. 

http://dupars.net/Store/


U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-
Burbank) was sworn in to the 117th 
Congress on Sunday, Jan. 3, by 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi. Schiff began 
his 11th term, serving California’s 
28th Congressional District, which 
stretches from Pasadena to West 
Hollywood and includes 
Hollywood, the Hollywood Hills 
and Griffith Park. Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, members assembled in 
small groups and remained physical-

ly-distanced for swearing-in cere-
monies on the House Floor. 

“The past four years have been 
unlike any other in my career or my 
lifetime, and I think many of my fel-
low Americans feel the same way. 
President-elect Joe Biden will soon 
be sworn in, which gives us a chance 
to turn the page on this painful chap-
ter in our nation’s history and try to 
restore calm, decency and normalcy 
to our politics and our country. We 

have to,” Schiff said. “Our country is 
facing four immediate crises, all of 
which must be addressed urgently: a 
crisis in health, in the economy, with 
our climate and with inequality and 
injustice. All of these challenges 
require urgent action and big, sys-
temic change. None of this will be 
easy, but we must persevere.” 

For information, visit face-
book.com/9086721830/posts/1015
7509233586831.
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Gov. Gavin Newsom on Jan. 5 
previewed his Equitable Recovery 
for California’s Businesses and Jobs 
plan, the business and workforce 
recovery elements of his 2021-22 
state budget that will help California 
through the COVID-19 pandemic 
and into recovery. 

Building on actions the state has 
taken to support businesses through-
out the pandemic, including emer-
gency aid and regulatory relief, the 
new proposals offer a new commit-
ment to rebuilding the economy, 
with investments across sectors and 
benefits for businesses of all sizes. 
Notably, the budget proposes imme-
diate action to approve $575 million 
more for California’s small busi-
nesses as they work to adapt opera-
tions amid the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. The $575 million would be 
added to the initial $500 million 
allocated in partnership with the 
Legislature to the California Small 
Business COVID-19 Relief Grant. 

“California’s economy is known 
the world over for our innovation, 
inclusion and resilience. That spirit 
will carry us through this pandemic 
and beyond,” Newsom said. “These 
budget proposals reflect our com-
mitment to an equitable, broad-
based recovery that ensures 
California remains the best place to 
start and grow a business, and where 
all Californians have an opportunity 
to reach their dreams. I look forward 
to continuing to partner with the 
Legislature to advance these priori-
ties so our economy can emerge 
stronger, fairer and more prosperous 
than before.” 

With small business grants, the 
Governor is proposing a total of 
$1.075 billion for the state’s Small 
Business COVID-19 Relief Grant 
Program. The program offers grants 
up to $25,000 to micro and small 
businesses that have been impacted 
by the pandemic. These grants will 
be distributed across the state, with 
priority given to regions and indus-

tries impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic, disadvantaged commu-
nities and underserved small busi-
ness groups. The $575 million early 
action budget proposal also includes 
$25 million for small cultural insti-
tutions, such as museums and art 
galleries. 

The budget also proposes sus-
tained investments to preserve 
California’s competitiveness. The 
California Jobs Initiative, a $777.5 
million proposal, focuses on job cre-
ation and retention, regional devel-
opment, small businesses and cli-
mate innovation. Additionally, the 
plan calls for $353 million in invest-
ments to support workers as they 
adapt to changes in the economy. 

The budget proposes $70.6 mil-
lion for fee waivers to individuals 
and businesses most impacted by 
the pandemic – including barbers, 
cosmetologists, manicurists, bars 
and restaurants. Those waivers will 
assist business owners who have not 
been able to operate or are operating 
at reduced capacity during the pan-
demic. 

In recognition of the job-creating 
potential of infrastructure projects 
on state-owned properties, the bud-
get includes a $300 million one-
time general fund allocation for the 
most critical statewide deferred 
maintenance, including greening of 
state infrastructure. The proposal 
will help create jobs in California 
while achieving our state’s climate 
goals, Newsom said. 

Through the Infill Infrastructure 
Grant Program, the budget proposes 
$500 million to create jobs and 
long-term housing development for 
more than 7,500 new permanently 
affordable homes. IIG grants to 
local governments and developers 
bring the cost down for new housing 
by defraying costs for sewers, roads 
and site preparation. Approximately 
$250 million of the funds are pro-
posed for early action. 

For information, visit gov.ca.gov.

Governor offers early highlights 
of state COVID-19 recovery plan 

Schiff sworn in for 11th congressional term

photo courtesy of U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff’s office 

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff  was sworn in at a physically-distanced ceremony 
on Jan. 4. 

 
So glad you are now officially 

a Beverly Hills paper. 2021 is 
happy to welcome your arrival at 
our doorsteps! 

 
Joan Agajanian Quinn  
Alta Drive 
Beverly Hills 

Congratulations to 
Bo Lebo, Irwin Zucker 

 
Re “Bo Lebo is Publicist of the 

Year,” Dec. 31 issue 
 
[Great to see] Irwin Zucker [in 

the photograph], our happy con-
gratulations. And our thanks to 
the publishers of Beverly Press. 

 
Don Graham 
Progressive Music Marketing

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE  

 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission 
will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item: 
 
LOCATIONS:                West Hollywood, California 
 
REQUEST:                    Amendment to Title 19, West Hollywood Zoning Ordi-

nance, West Hollywood Municipal Code to allow on-
site alcoholic beverage service for beer, wine, and 
liquor at restaurants in the R3C-C District, West Holly-
wood, California. 

 
PERMIT(S):                  Zone Text Amendment, and any other required per-

mits. 
 
APPLICANT(S):           City of West Hollywood 
  
TIME/PLACE                Teleconference Meeting 
OF HEARING:              Thursday, January 21, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
                                     Given the local, state and nation state of emergency, 

this meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with 
detailed instructions for participation included on the 
posted agenda). 

 
ZONES:                        R3C-C (Residential, Multi-Family Medium Density) 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL       Categorically exempt from the provisions of the  
STATUS:                      California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),  
                                     pursuant to Section §15061 (Review for Exemption) 

.  
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and state of emergency, City Hall is cur-
rently closed.  The staff report will be available on Thursday, January 14, 2021 
on-line at www.weho.org     
 
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only 
those issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in 
this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood 
Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department 
at, or prior to, the Public Hearing. 
 
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer 
for the hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to 
the Office of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the 
meeting.   
 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing 
to express their opinion in this matter. 
 
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED 
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER 
INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Rachel Dimond, AICP, Acting Long 
Range Planning Manager in the Planning & Development Services Department 
at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:  rdimond@weho.org   
 
Yvonne Quarker, City Clerk 
 

 
 
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной 
информации на русском языке звоните: 3238486826.

Letters to the Editor
Welcome,  
Beverly Press

https://www.weho.org
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Serve your family the  
best in 2021! 

Tomahawk Steaks • Filet Mignon   
Crown Roast of Pork • Ham, Turkey  

6333 W. Third St.  
In The Original 
Farmers Market  
 323.938.5131  
 marcondas.com 

Season Roasts, 
Turkey, Burgers  

& more with  
In Emily’s Kitchen 

Spice Blends! 

Try our very own 
Gourmet Burger Blend 

Meatloaf 
Marinated Chicken Thighs 

Meatballs

Hilltop Coffee + 
Kitchen new drinks 
and intentions 

 

Support the Black-owned busi-
ness Hilltop Coffee + Kitchen 

and awaken your senses. They are 
offering two new drinks and a 
crowd favorite. Reset with their 
Orange Turmeric Tonic to help 
boost your immunity and reset for 
the top of the year. It’s also got a 
kick of ginger for warmth and addi-
tional immunity boost. Power up 
with a Black Rose Latte with acti-
vated charcoal to get rid of toxins. 
Try a Blue Pea Matcha full of 
antioxidants to protect the growth 
you are working so hard on. It has a 
hint of vanilla to provide a sweet 
outlook on life. These new drinks 
are available at all locations. Enjoy 
with melted sandwiches, healthy 
bowls, beignets, thick-cut toast and 
waffles. 4247 Eagle Rock Blvd., 
4427 W. Slauson Ave. and 170 N. 
La Brea Ave., (323)815-9833.  

Bloom & Plume  
coffee 

 

Brothers Moses and Maurice 
Harris created a coffee and 

nosh shop where everyone belongs. 
Come get a latte or matcha to sip 
and nosh on a waffle, hearty toast or 
comforting sandwich. This Black-
owned neighborhood coffee shop 
opens daily at 8 a.m. bloom-plume-
coffee.square.site. 1638 W. Temple 
St., (213)908-5808. 

 

Kreation organic 
immunity shots 

 

The premium cold-pressed juice 
packed with 100% organic 

ingredients, vitamins and minerals 
is offering free 2-ounce immunity 
shots for a limited time to frontline 
workers. These shots are packed 
with adaptogens to fight stress, anti-
nausea and anti-inflammatory 
roots, and they support metabolism 

function, a healthy gut and skin 
health. Ingredients include reishi 
mushrooms, ginger, turmeric, 
lemon, mint and alkaline water. For 
those not working the frontline, the 
immunity shots are $5.90. Kreation 
also offers an array of wholesome 
Mediterranean-inspired grab-and-
go meals to enjoy safely at home. 
All items can be ordered for local 
delivery in Los Angeles via 
Postmates, Grubhub or online at 
kreationjuice.com. 8428 W. Third 
St., (323)782-1777. 

 

Little Amsterdam 
Coffee gives back  

 

Little Amsterdam is a coffee 
shop in the Mid-City area 

among some of the most historic 
and cultural neighborhoods in LA. 
On their website they are offering 
free drinks to healthcare workers on 
Mondays from 8 to 10 a.m., and on 

Wednesdays from 1 to 3 p.m. 
Senior citizens who come in on 
Tuesdays from 8 to 11 a.m. and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
can receive a free regular size drink 

RESTAURANT NEWS 
by Jill Weinlein

photo courtesy of Corner Bakery 
 

Free beverage at Corner Bakery  
 

To ring in 2021, Corner Bakery is offering a free coffee, tea or cold 
brew everyday through March 31 for all loyalty members. New 

members who sign up get $5 off their next purchase just for joining. 
There is no subscription or purchase necessary to redeem the reward. It’s 
available in cafes, to go, or online for pickup or delivery. To redeem in a 
cafe, simply provide the phone number associated with your account to 
the cashier. Visit cornerbakery.com. 100 N. La Cienega Blvd., (310)358-
9146; 1019 S. Westwood Blvd., (310)824-1314. photo courtesy of Little Amsterdam Coffee

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
https://marcondas.com
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CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING 

TED GIBSON 
Art Material & Picture Frames

4271 W. 3rd St. • Los Angeles 
213.382.9195 

losangelesframestore.com

• Restoration of Paintings, Frames, Fine Art &  
Art Objects,  Wood, Metal & Stone 

• We do custom shadow boxes, double glass, 
closed corner & gilded frames,  
hand carved & hand finishing.  

Order Now for the Holidays!

during the pandemic. All beverages 
are 50% off daily to first respon-
ders, senior citizens and small busi-
ness owners. Their food menu 
includes sandwiches, chili, pastries 
and bagels. Order $10 or more and 
receive a free turmeric shot. 1412 S. 
Redondo Blvd., (323)452-9124. 

Restaurant festival 
10 Days RE:Her 

 

Starting on Jan. 21, female 
restaurateurs from across Los 

Angeles will debut a food festival 
called 10 Days RE:Her that will 
feature 10 days of unique collabo-
rations, thematic menus and one-
on-one conversations between 
female industry leaders. Pending 
local dining restrictions, the festival 
will probably take place virtually 
and remotely. RE:Her restaurateurs 
include Lien Ta (All Day Baby), 
Sandra Cordero (Gasolina Cafe), 
Sylvie Gabriele (Love & Salt), 
Bricia Lopez (Guelaguetza), Mary 
Sue Milliken (Border Grill, 
Socalo), Kimberly Prince (Hotville 
Chicken), Dina Samson (Rossoblu, 
Superfine Pizza), Heather Sperling 
(Botanica) and Brittney Valles 
(Guerrilla Tacos). Their aim is to 
provide grants, mentorship and 
resources to female-identifying 
restaurant owners throughout Los 
Angeles and beyond. The fundrais-
ing goal is $500,000 and RE:Her is 
actively seeking sponsorships and 
donations to support participating 
restaurants. OpenTable has signed 
on as a founding sponsor, lending 
support to takeout opportunities 
and collaborations. RE:Her is an 
affiliate of Let’s Talk, an industry 
group founded and led by Rohini 
Dey and supported by the James 
Beard Foundation. Let's Talk unites 
over 250 women restaurateurs 

across 10 cities, and the L.A. chap-
ter is hosted by Mary Sue Milliken 
and Dina Samson. RE:Her mer-
chandise is also available for pur-
chase online with all proceeds ben-
efitting the organization. regard-
ingherfood.com. 

 

Three Hermits  
functional shots 

 

Start off the new year helping to 
boost your immunity. Three 

Hermits offers two immunity 
boosting drinks – Tumeric + 
Nigundi and Moringa + 
Ashwagandha. They tout that 
turmeric is considered a “healer for 
your body,” aiding in muscle recov-
ery. Nirgundi is an anti-inflamma-
tory and is effective in treating a 
multitude of symptoms, including 
headaches, coughs, abdominal pain 
and sprains. Moringa, known as 
“The tree of life” since every com-
ponent of the tree has various heal-
ing properties, increases overall 
vitality. Ashwagandha is used to 
strengthen your immune system, 
increase stamina and help decrease 
your stress levels. Order a box of 12  
to be delivered to your front door. 
threehermits.com. 
 

Bar 326 is open for 
take-out beer 
 

Stop by Farmers Market Bar 326 
and pick up a six-pack or two of 

your favorite craft beers. They are 
open Mon.-Fri. noon to 6 p.m. and 
Sat. and Sun. 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. Gary 
Twinn and his friendly staff will 
help you select from a wide variety 
of IPAs, lagers, ales, stouts and 
sours. Bar 326 is located at 6333 W. 
Third St. (323)272-4928. 
Farmersmarketbars.com. 
 
 
 

Out of an abundance of caution, 
the owners of Pink’s Hot Dogs 
have decided to temporarily close 
the iconic stand near Melrose and 
La Brea avenues amid a county-
wide spike in new COVID-19 
cases. 

“I have decided to close Pink’s 
to keep my employees and cus-
tomers safe,” owner Richard Pink 
said. “I expect we will be closed 
for two months until the current 
COVID surge subsides and there 
is more availability at local hospi-
tals to care for COVID patients. It 
just seems too risky for staff and 
patrons to keep Pink’s open.” 

Pink’s Hot Dogs was closed 
from late-March through early-
August during previous coron-
avirus public health orders, and 
reopened with new safety mea-
sures including Plexiglass barriers, 
frequent sanitization and strict 
physical distancing requirements. 
Outdoor dining was allowed when 
permitted by county public health 
orders, and take-out continued 
until the recent decision was made 
to temporarily close. 

Pink stressed that the recent 
decision to close was not made for 
financial reasons, but in the best 
interest of the public. He said 
employees will be paid until they 
begin receiving state unemploy-
ment assistance. Pink added that 

he is eager to reopen once the 
surge in COVID-19 cases sub-
sides. 

“I am doing this to protect my 
staff and customers. We had all of 
the safety protocols in place rec-
ommended for restaurants to oper-
ate, but it just seemed way too 
risky for my staff and my cus-
tomers to stay open,” Pink added. 

“Maybe in mid-March or early-
April, we will be back at that point 
where we are not under stay-at-
home orders and outdoor dining 
will be allowed. We are very eager 
to get back to that point and wel-
come customers back to Pink’s.” 

Pink’s Hot Dogs is located at 
709 N. La Brea Ave. For informa-
tion, visit pinkshollywood.com. 

Pink’s temporarily closes to ensure safety during surge

photo by Edwin Folven 

Pink’s Hot Dogs on La Brea Avenue has temporarily closed during the 
recent surge in cases during the pandemic, but the owners are eager 
to reopen soon.

https://shop.inemilyskitchen.com
https://www.losangelesframestore.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
Dec. 26 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Charleville 
and Camden at 1:08 p.m. 
 
At 1:09 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
700 block of Camden. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 900 block of Alpine 
at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Dec. 27 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 100 block of 
N. Gale at 3:58 a.m. 
 
At 1:46 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
9700 block of Wilshire. 
 
A robbery was reported in the 400 
block of N. Rodeo at 5:35 p.m. 
 
Dec. 28 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 400 block of S. 
Camden at 7 a.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 600 
block of N. Walden. 
 
Dec. 29 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 300 block of 
N. Sierra at 11:40 a.m. 
 
At 1:10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
300 block of Beverly. 
 
A robbery was reported in the 200 
block of Rodeo at 5:28 p.m. 
 
Dec. 30 
 
An unknown suspect was arrested 
on suspicion of driving under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs near 
the corner of La Cienega and 
Gregory at 2:55 a.m. 
 
At 10:38 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
300 block of McCarty. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8600 block of Wilshire 
at 3:13 p.m. 
 
Dec. 31 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 300 block of N. Canon at 
3 p.m. 
 
At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 8900 
block of Olympic. 
 
Jan. 1 
 
At 1:37 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 400 
block of S. Maple. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
Dec. 27 
 
At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8900 

block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 900 block of 
Havenhurst at 11:30 a.m. 
 
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 8600 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
Dec. 28 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 600 block of 
N. Robertson at midnight. 
 
At 5:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8600 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1000 block of N. 
Vista at 7 p.m. 
 
Dec. 29 
 
At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 900 
block of N. Gardner. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 1100 block of N. La Brea 
at 5:45 p.m. 
 
Dec. 30 
 
At 2:35 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 8400 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 900 block of 
N. Kings at 4:07 a.m. 
 
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
9000 block of Beverly. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 7100 block of Santa Monica. 
 
Dec. 31 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of 
Sycamore and Fountain at 8 a.m. 
 
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1300 
block of N. Fairfax. 
 
Jan. 1 
 
At 2:02 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 900 block 
of N. Curson. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8300 block of Santa 
Monica at 6:40 a.m. 
 
At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1000 
block of N. Gardner. 
 
Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
Dec. 25 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 300 block of Hauser at 2 a.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1000 
block of N. Croft. 
 
Dec. 26 
 
At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1600 
block of Vine. 

An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 5600 block of 
Fountain at 3 a.m. 
 
At 1:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Clifton and Detroit. 
 
A robbery was reported in the 500 
block of Sweetzer at 6:58 p.m. 
 
At 7:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 1400 
block of N. Highland. 
 
Dec. 27 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1800 
block of Grace. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 800 block of N. 
Western at 4:02 a.m. 
 
At 7:45 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of La Cienega and Romaine. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
Cahuenga and Dix at 8:59 a.m. 
 
At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6200 
block of Third. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
theft in the 4600 block of 
Rosewood at 11 a.m. 
 
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 100 
block of N. Edinburgh. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
Spaulding and Melrose at 2 p.m. 
 
At 3:10 p.n., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Western and Oakwood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6500 block of 
Sunset at 3:15 p.m. 
 
At 3:57 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 400 
block of N. Western. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 4900 block of 
Elmwood at 4 p.m. 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1700 
block of N. Bronson. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1400 block of N. 
Highland t 8 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5400 
block of Hollywood. 
 
Dec. 28 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7600 block of 
Sunset at 5 a.m. 
 
At 6:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 900 
block of N. Croft. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1900 block of 
Tamarind at 8:20 a.m. 
 
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6800 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 300 block of 
N. Alfred at 11:54 a.m. 
 
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft near 
the corner of Whitworth and La 
Cienega. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 7400 block of 
Melrose at 2 p.m. 
 
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
5200 block of Wilshire. 

An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6000 block of 
Wilshire at 3 p.m. 
 
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 700 
block of N. Oxford. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 1500 block of N. 
Laurel at 4 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5000 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 600 block of S. 
Western at 5:45 p.m. 
 
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6600 
block of S. Orange. 
 
An attempted robbery was report-
ed in the 1300 block of Vine at 
8:30 p.m. 
 
At 8:40 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 6300 block 
of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6100 block of 
Hollywood at 8:45 p.m. 
 
At 8:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 500 
block of S. Burnside. 
 
A robbery was reported in the 900 
block of N. Western at 9 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 9100 
block of Saint Ives. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 5900 block of 
Hollywood at 11:40 p.m. 
 
Dec. 29 
 
At 1:20 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 900 
block of N. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 5700 block of La 
Mirada at 3 a.m. 
 
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1300 
block of N. Highland. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7300 block of 
Beverly at 4:30 a.m. 
 
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 4000 
block of Ingraham. 
 
An attempted burglary was report-
ed in the 8400 block of Oakwood 
at 6:20 a.m. 
 
At 8:49 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 100 
block of N. Alta Vista. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 900 block of S. 
Ridgeley at noon. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Lexington and Van Ness. 
 
A theft was reported in the 6200 
block of Third at 6:08 p.m. 
 
At 6:20 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 8400 
block of Oakwood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 100 block of S. 
Robertson at 8 p.m. 
 
Dec. 30 
 
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
600 block of S. Dunsmuir. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 700 block of S. 
Cochran at 3:30 a.m. 
 
At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 

assaulted a victim in the 7100 
block of Hawthorn. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 600 block of N. Rossmore at 
12:30 p.m. 
 
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8500 
block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Olympic and 
Burnside at 3:40 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim bear the corner of 
Sunset and Bronson. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 500 block of 
N. Rossmore at 11 p.m. 
 
At 11:20 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
1200 block of N. McCadden. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Homewood 
and Vine at 11:30 p.m. 
 
Dec. 31 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7100 block of 
Hollywood at 1:20 a.m. 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1. The information was compiled from crimemapping.com. 
To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los Angeles Police 
Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and the 
Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

http://kramerlaw.biz
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Cedars-Sinai and Beverly Center 
partner for blood drive 

 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center is hosting a three-day blood drive from 

Jan. 8-10, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Beverly Center. 
The drive is being held in observance of National Blood Donor Month 

in January. Blood is desperately needed during an especially challenging 
time.  

Comfortable indoor arrangements have been made for the blood drive 
inside Osteria Cal Mare restaurant on the first floor. Donors will receive 
free COVID-19 antibody testing and a Tocaya Organica gift card. 

The Beverly Center is located at 8500 Beverly Blvd. Complimentary 
validated parking is offered in the structure; use the La Cienega 
Boulevard entrance for self-parking. 

For information and to schedule an appointment to donate blood, email 
elnie.vannatim@cshs.org 

On Jan. 9 and Jan. 10, BeLeaf 
Retreat is a fun, immersive and 
informative virtual weekend to 
inspire a healthier lifestyle. It’s a 
safe way to connect with others 
while learning how to eat healthier, 
lessen your carbon footprint and 
positively impact on the environ-
ment. Leading plant-based brands, 
celebrity athletes, influencers and 
expert speakers will attend BeLeaf 
Retreat, offering tools and content 
topics that include health and food, 
environmental impact, value sys-
tems and animal empathy.  

This virtual, at-home journey 
offers hands-on interactive work-
shops, accountability circles, prod-
uct marketplace and VIP experi-
ences delivered by engaging lead-
ers and influencers including 
Gabrielle Reece, Michelle Cehn 
(World of Vegan), Jason Wrobel 
(best-selling author of “Eaternity: 
More Than 150 Deliciously Easy 
Vegan Recipes for a Long, 
Healthy, Satisfied, Joyful Life”) 
and Mark Brown (author of “Zen 
Pig”). 

BeLeaf Retreat offers individu-
als and families the opportunity to 
assess their current value system 

and identify opportunities for 
growth. Building upon their cur-
rent state, families can then align 
their values and BeLeaf System to 
enjoy a healthier, more sustainable 
and empathetic 2021.  

“At a time when connection has 
never been more important, 
BeLeaf provides a unique oppor-
tunity for us to virtually join 
together in meaningful discussion 
about what matters most – our 
deepest values, beliefs and 
lifestyle choices,” said Amanda 
Cey DeMonaco, founder and CEO 
of BeLeaf Retreat. “We’re thrilled 
to be supported by world-
renowned brands, athletes, authors 
and influencers that share our pas-
sion.”  

BeLeaf has partnered with like-
minded brands that have a shared 
mission of helping families com-
mit to the plant-based movement. 
Participating partners include 
Laird Superfood, Ripple, Lava, 
Four Sigmatic, Purely Elizabeth, 
Coola, Thrive Market, Purple 
Carrot and Splendid Spoon. 
Tickets are $125 for general 
admission and $175 for VIP. 
beleafretreat.com/tickets.

Beverly Hills doctor to head Kaiser medical group
Dr. Ramin Davidoff of Beverly 

Hills has been appointed executive 
medical director and chairman of 
the board for the Southern 
California Permanente Medical 
Group, succeeding Dr. Edward 
Ellison, who retired Dec. 31. 

SCPMG is one of the largest 
self-governing medical groups in 

the country, consisting of more 
than 8,500 physicians caring for 
approximately 4.7 million Kaiser 
Permanente members in 221 med-
ical offices and 15 hospitals across 
Southern California. 

“I am honored to lead what I 
consider to be the finest medical 
group in America,” Davidoff said. 
“I look forward to working with 
SCPMG physicians, nurses and 
staff to strengthen Kaiser 
Permanente’s position as the 
health care leader in Southern 
California, and to provide the 
highest quality medical care to our 
members.” 

Davidoff, who spent the past 
nine months preparing for the new 
position including playing an 
important role in guiding the orga-
nization’s response to the coron-
avirus pandemic, serves as co-
chief executive officer of the 
Permanente Federation. The feder-
ation is a consortium of all 
Permanente Medical Groups in the 
nation and supports the work of 
nearly 23,000 physicians. 

Davidoff and Co-CEO Dr. 

Richard Isaacs, executive medical 
director of the Permanente 
Medical Group, provide leadership 
and strategic direction to all 
Permanente Medical Groups in the 
United States, as well as to Kaiser 
Permanente, nationally. 

Additionally, Davidoff is the 
chairman of the board and CEO of 
the Southeastern Permanente 
Medical Group in Georgia, and is a 
board member of the Kaiser 
Permanente Bernard J. Tyson 
School of Medicine in Pasadena. 
He is also chairman and CEO of 
the Hawaii Permanente Medical 
Group. 

Davidoff received a medical 
degree from the University of 
California, Irvine, and joined 
SCMPG in 1992 as an intern in 
general surgery at the Kaiser 
Permanente Los Angeles Medical 
Center in Hollywood. He complet-
ed his residency training in urolo-
gy at the Los Angeles Medical 
Center and began his practice at 
the Kaiser Permanente Baldwin 
Park Medical Center in 1998. 

For information, visit kp.org. 

photo courtesy of Kaiser Permanente  
Southern California Region 

Dr. Ramin Davidoff

Recharge and learn at BeLeaf Retreat 

Ueli Rutishauser, professor of 
neurosurgery, neurology and bio-
medical sciences at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center, has dedicated his 
career to understanding how new 
memories are formed and stored in 
the brain. Rutishauser and his mul-
tidisciplinary team of scientists 
recently received a five-year, $8 
million research grant to further 
their latest work involving the 
recording of patients’ single neu-
rons. 

The rapid formation of new 
memories and the recall of old 
memories to inform decisions is 
essential for human cognition. 
However, the underlying neural 
mechanisms and how they are dis-
rupted by disease remain poorly 
understood, Rutishauser said. 

“With this critical grant, we hope 
to gain a circuit-level understand-
ing of human memory,” said 
Rutishauser, who also serves as the 
board of governors chair in neuro-
sciences and interim director of the 
Center for Neural Science and 
Medicine at Cedars-Sinai. “With 
this knowledge, we hope to develop 
new treatments for the devastating 
effects of memory disorders.” 

The multidisciplinary team led 
by Cedars-Sinai includes investiga-
tors from Boston Children’s 
Hospital, Harvard Medical School 
in Boston; Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore; the 
University Health Network in 
Toronto; the University of 
Colorado, Denver; the University 
of California, Santa Barbara; and 
the California Institute of 
Technology in Pasadena. Together, 

researchers will utilize neuronal 
recordings from individual cells in 
patients with epilepsy. The patients 
undergo a surgical procedure in 
which electrodes are implanted in 
their brains, and then undergo mon-
itoring to localize their seizures. 

The special electrodes also allow 
scientists to measure the activity of 
individual neurons. Patients per-
form a series of memory tests while 
the neuronal activity is simultane-
ously recorded, which allows scien-
tists to correlate brain activity with 
behavior. 

The research will investigate 
how neurons from distinct brain 
areas are activated to make memo-
ry-based decisions, how the begin-
ning and end of an event are detect-
ed, and how the firing patterns of 
these nerve cells work to initiate the 
formation of a new memory. The 
project will also investigate how 
electrical stimulation of the same 
brain areas can be used to improve 
memory. 

Scientists expect the research to 
reveal unprecedented detail of how 
memories are formed, retrieved and 
used for decisions. 

“This work is unusually innova-
tive because we record single-neu-
ron firings in multiple areas in 
humans while they are performing 
memory tasks,” said Adam 
Mamelak, professor of 
Neurosurgery at Cedars-Sinai and 
co-principal investigator of the 
grant. “In conjunction with these 
efforts, we will also develop new 
methods for noninvasive localiza-
tion of implanted electrodes and 
electrical stimulation.” 

The award is funded through the 
Brain Research Through 
Advancing Innovative 
Neurotechnologies Initiative, also 
known as BRAIN, which was cre-
ated to revolutionize understanding 
of the human brain. Announced by 
then-President Barack Obama in 
2013, the BRAIN initiative is 
meant to fill gaps in knowledge and 
provide unprecedented opportuni-
ties for exploring how the brain 
enables the human body to record, 
process, utilize, store and retrieve 
vast quantities of information. 
Through the initiative, data is 
pooled from identical experiments 
across all study sites, which expe-
dites the rate of scientific discovery 
and medical advances. 

For information, visit cedars-
sinai.org. 

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai 

Ueli Rutishauser 

Grant helps fund Cedars-Sinai memory research

Coming in 2021! 

Celebrating 75 years  
SPECIAL ISSUE

https://www.theagencyre.com
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New Skirball exhibit shines a light on America 
The  Skirball  Cultural 

 Center  announced the Jan. 21 
opening of “Tightrope: Americans 
Reaching for Hope,” an online 
exhibition illustrating a central ten-
sion of American life; namely, that 
in one of the world’s richest 
economies, all too many struggle to 
survive.  

Based on the New York Times 
bestseller of the same name by 
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalists 
Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl 
WuDunn, the exhibition takes a 
humane approach to understanding 
the country’s many socioeconomic 
troubles. These include the opioid 
epidemic, the prison-industrial 
complex and lack of access to 
affordable health care. The exhibi-
tion also underscores the potential 
of grassroots action, highlighting 
practical, results-driven steps to 
bring about social change. 
Featuring the real-life stories of 
people in both urban and rural 
areas, paired with more than 30 
images by acclaimed photojournal-
ist Lynsey Addario, “Tightrope: 
Americans Reaching for Hope”  
shines a light on the trials and tri-
umphs of a nation in need. 

“As COVID-19 continues to 
have a disproportionate effect on 
America’s working class, it is even 
more critical that we confront the 
half-century of policy failure that 
has led to the state of our union,” 
said Jessie Kornberg, Skirball pres-
ident and CEO. “We are grateful to 
Nick Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn, 
as well as Lynsey Addario, not only 
for chronicling the lived experi-
ences of individuals and families 
left behind by a changing labor 
market and diminishing opportuni-
ties, but for amplifying the work of 
organizations offering workable 
solutions to some of America’s 
most pressing problems and help-
ing to build a more just society.” 

The exhibit will be on view at 
skirball.org from Jan. 21 through 
May 31. Its narrative is told in part 
through the lives of people with 
whom Kristof grew up in rural 
Yamhill, Oregon. Although this 
region prospered for much of the 

20th century, it has been devastated 
over the past few decades by the 
loss of blue-collar manufacturing 
jobs. About one quarter of the chil-
dren on Kristof’s old school bus 
have died prematurely from drugs, 
alcohol, suicide or reckless acci-
dents. While these particular hard-
ships have unfolded in one corner 
of the U.S., they are representative 
of the many communities featured 
in the exhibition. 

Even as the exhibition takes an 
unflinching look at crises hiding in 
plain sight, it presents alternative 
outcomes beyond the confines of 
entrenched poverty and inequality. 
The life of Daniel McDowell serves 
as an example. McDowell joined 
the Army in 2004 after high school, 
served in Afghanistan and Iraq, and 
earned a Purple Heart after sustain-
ing a knee injury from an antitank 
mine. When he subsequently 
became addicted to doctor-pre-
scribed painkillers, he endured the 
collapse of his marriage and experi-
enced homelessness before enter-
ing a two-year residential program 
supported by the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs. Today, 
McDowell is working on his sobri-
ety and focusing on being a good 
father to his son. 

“Daniel McDowell’s descent into 
drug addiction and homelessness 
has been repeated across the coun-
try on a vast scale, yet his story 

demonstrates that with modest 
financial investment, people can 
rebuild their lives,” Skirball curator 
Cate Thurston said. “Our hope is 
that through stories like 
McDowell’s, coupled with 
Addario’s poignant imagery, we 
can peel back the anonymity of data 
points, bring a human face to the 
numbers and highlight interven-
tions that are proving successful at 
changing the course of our nation.” 

 “In keeping with Kristof and 
WuDunn’s commitment to encour-
aging their readers to get involved, 
we urge exhibition visitors to 
explore the action guide, offering 
10 steps we can take to make a dif-
ference, such as becoming a mentor 
to at-risk youth, volunteering at a 
local homeless shelter or learning to 
lobby members of Congress effec-
tively on issues like mental health 
and early childhood education,” 
Thurston added. 

To mark the opening of the exhi-
bition Kristof and WuDunn will 
participate in a free virtual talk on 
Tuesday, Jan. 26, at 6 p.m. The co-
authors will provide insights on the 
many challenges facing the 
American public and offer ideas on 
how to forge a new path forward. 
The discussion and Q&A will be 
moderated by Eric Liu, co-founder 
and CEO of Citizen University.  

For more information, visit skir-
ball.org/kristof-wudunn. 

photo by Lynsey Addario 

Dee Knapp stands in her yard reflecting on the loss of four of her five 
children to drugs, alcohol and related diseases. 

Iconic land deal in O.C.

Park La Brea resident Charles S. Thomas and architect William 
Pereira discussed plans for a massive housing project on what was then 
known as the Irvine Ranch in Orange County in this photograph from 
the Dec. 15, 1960, issue of the Park Labrea News. Thomas had recently 
completed a reorganization of Trans World Airlines for Howard 
Hughes at the time and had taken a position as head of the Irvine 
Company, which was planning the Orange County development. 
Pereira had recently designed the 5667 Wilshire Blvd. building in the 
Miracle Mile and was helping Thompson with the new housing pro-
ject. Pereira later went on to design local landmarks such as CBS 
Television City and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. 
Thompson was planning to build housing on 93,000 acres of open 
land, which later became the city of Irvine upon its incorporation in 
1971. The “billion-dollar deal,” as the accompanying article read, was 
the largest urban housing development to date in the United States.  

Open casting call for ‘Lego Masters’ 
second season happening now 

Fox’s hit series “Lego Masters” 
is returning with host Will Arnett 
and is casting creators, thinkers, 
builders and Lego enthusiasts to be 
on the next season.   

Lego Masters pits teams of two 
in a television competition that 
starts with a single Lego brick and 
infinite possibilities and concludes 
with mind-blowing builds certain to 

inspire legions of loyal Lego fol-
lowers and capture the imagination 
of new fans. 

Those who are 18 years and older 
with an affinity for Lego builds can 
fill out the season two casting appli-
cations online. The deadline to 
apply is Friday, Jan. 15.  

For more information, visit lego-
masters.tv. 

photo courtesy of Lego Masters 

 “Lego Masters” is returning for a second season. 

https://www.immaculateheart.org
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WeHo announces 2021 artist grant recipients 
The city of West Hollywood 

announced three $5,000 grant 
awards, totaling $15,000, for three 
resident artists for its 2021 WeHo 
artist grant program: Tristan 
Kilmer, Samantha Lavin and 
Antonio Rael. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to reshape the reality of 
life in West Hollywood and com-
munities around the world, artists 
and arts organizations are among 
those severely impacted. The 
WeHo artist grant program, initi-
ated in 2018, provides direct sup-
port for individual artists living in 
West Hollywood. 

Kilmer is a senior industry artist 
who received a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts from the California Institute 
of the Arts in experimental anima-
tion. He has worked as a previsu-
alization artist at Digital Domain, 
animator at Halon and an anima-
tion director at One Roof 
Entertainment. 

Lavin is an award-winning 
Directors Guild of America direc-
tor, assistant director and writer 
who has worked on film and tele-
vision projects including 
“Lucifer,” “The Mayor” and 
“Criminal Minds.”  

Rael is a visual artist who has 
been a resident of West 
Hollywood for the past 30 years 
and has donated artwork for caus-
es in the LGBTQ+ community. 

The WeHo artist grant aims to 
nurture and support the long-term 
development of an artist’s ideas 
by providing funds that increase 
the capacity for artists to realize 
work, advance the conditions of 

creation and navigate the com-
plexities of both making art and 
making a career.  

In providing the WeHo artist 
grant awards to individual artists, 
the city aims to keep artists in 
West Hollywood, to attract new 
artists to the city and to contribute 
to the quality of daily life in the 
city.  

WeHo artist grant funding is 

approved by the City Council. 
The city’s Performing Arts and 
Cultural Affairs subcommittee 
reviews eligible applications and 
makes recommendations to the 
city’s Arts and Cultural Affairs 
Commission to approve funding 
for the awards. 

For more information about the 
grant program, visit 
weho.org/arts. 

image courtesy of the city of West Hollywood 

2021 WeHo artist grant recipient Antonio Rael created “Las 
Memorias” in 1999. 

Holocaust Museum LA program 
on Refugees in Los Angeles

Join the Hebrew Immigrant Aid 
Society and the Holocaust Museum 
LA for the “Welcome to Paradise: 
Refugees at Home in L.A.” pro-
gram series on Wednesday, Jan. 13, 
at 2 p.m.  

HIAS provides humanitarian aid 
and assistance to refugees and asy-
lum seekers. The upcoming event 
will give virtual attendees the 
opportunity to hear the inspiring 
stories of refugees. 

As part of the event, Jordanna 
Gessler, vice president of education 
and exhibits at the museum, and Joe 

Goldman, community engagement 
director for HIAS’s western region, 
will speak to Henry Slucki, a 
Holocaust survivor who recently 
retired as professor of behavioral 
sciences at USC. After enduring an 
arduous escape from Nazi-occupied 
France, Slucki’s parents sent him to 
the United States alone as part of 
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt’s ini-
tiative to save refugee children. 

For more information, visit holo-
c a u s t m u s e u m l a . o rg / e v e n t -
details/welcome-to-paradise-
refugees-at-home-in-la.

photo courtesy of Holocaust Museum LA 

The upcoming “Welcome to Paradise: Refugees at Home in L.A.” will 
feature a conversation with Holocaust survivor Henry Slucki.

‘Eternal Witness’ opens Jan. 9
Luis De Jesus Los Angeles 

announced that “Jim Adams: 
Eternal Witness,” will be on view 
from Jan. 9 through Feb. 27. 

“Eternal Witness” marks Adams’ 
first solo exhibition with the 
gallery. The exhibition will present 
new paintings and sketches com-
pleted over the last four years along 
with a selection of works dating to 
the turn of the millennium.  

The works in “Eternal Witness” 
draw primarily from “Mythic 
Sketches,” a body of work Adams 
has pursued consistently over the 
past three decades. They manifest 
mostly as studies of pyramids or 
portraits of deities. Adams noted 
that he portrays these figures in the 
garb of contemporary fashion in 
much the same way that historical 
painters portrayed mythical figures 
in the fashion of their own time.  

“For centuries, artists have used 
myths, both classic and obscure, to 
depict issues and conflicts that are 
as significant today as they were in 
earlier times,” Adams said. 
“Jealousy, ambition, hubris, greed 

and the glorification of warfare are 
essentially the same as they were in 
the age of the classic Greeks or the 
Kingdom of Great Zimbabwe. The 
only things that have changed are 
the clothes and the technology we 
use.” 

 Examined through his lifelong 
interest in cultural meta-narratives, 
especially those drawn from 
Egyptian and Classical mytholo-
gies, Adams use of iconography 
acknowledges the long history of 
artistic representation associated 
with his mythic subjects. 

“It is the paradox of the pyramid 
which underlies the art of Jim 
Adams. An ‘eternal symbol,’ it is 
always more than what it seems. Its 
cache extends beyond its own his-
tory. Likewise, Adams’ myths 
always extend beyond their own 
precepts; they are never fixed, 
never singular, never the monoliths 
they may appear to be,” Canadian 
curator Rhys Edwards wrote in his 
essay for the exhibition. 

For more information, visit luis-
dejesus.com.  

image courtesy of Luis De Jesus Los Angeles 

Jim Adams’ “Look Upon the Rainbow” is an acrylic on canvas painting 
created in 2000. 

https://www.pilgrim-school.org
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Ever wish for a season when the 
sitting president’s name wouldn’t 
dominate the headlines? Last year, 
that wish came true with a price: 
murder hornets, civil rights protests 
and of course, pandemic news. 

Popular media found itself in a 
similar situation, adapting to evolv-
ing circumstances. The year provid-
ed a sea of highs and some wretched 
lows. To commemorate a batty year, 
I give you 18 of the best, worst and 
strangest media moments of 2020, 
from news stories to television series 
to viral content.  

 
Bad: The WSJ op-ed  
Following President-elect Joe 

Biden’s win, news media paid more 
attention to his family, including his 
rescue dog, son Hunter and especial-
ly future First Lady Dr. Jill Biden. 
Most might applaud her advocacy 
for community colleges, but one 
Wall Street Journal columnist (no 
need to say his name here) took 
issue with her use of the term “doc-
tor” (he even called her “kiddo”). 

Apparently, only medical doctors 
can use “Dr.” in front of their names. 
Dr. Biden “just” earned a doctorate 
in education. Other talking heads 
across expected media locales 
agreed, proving their limited expo-
sure to the term “doctor” – from the 
Latin for “teacher” – and upset the 
many, many Ph.D.s and Ed.D.s who 
take pride in their accomplishments. 

 
Good: “Some Good News” 
The gods bless John Krasinski. 

The early days were rough, but 
“Some Good News” pumped out a 
few episodes of needed optimism. 
Sure, the growing indifference 
toward quarantining told a very dif-
ferent story, but for a few weeks, a 
solidarity high ruled the day. 

 
Bizarre: Mike Pence’s bug  
The showdown between Vice 

President-elect Kamala Harris and 
outgoing Vice President Mike Pence 
wasn’t the poo-poo platter estab-
lished by the outgoing president and 
a Fox commentator oft ignored. But 
the VP debate did gift social media 
one splendid moment: a fly that took 
residence on Pence’s head for two 
minutes and three seconds. The viral 
reaction proved the internet isn’t 
also a cesspool. 

 
Bad: J.K. Rowling goes full 

transphobic  
The once beloved “Harry Potter” 

creator downgraded from YA fiction 
to social media rants and eventually 
a BBC op-ed defending her belief in 
binary sex, claiming blurred lines 
between male and female would 
lead to more sexual assaults in 
women’s bathrooms.  

Unlike the preparation for com-
posing her acclaimed book series, 
J.K. Rowling replaced thoughtful 
research with sweeping generaliza-
tions and all the tropes that often 
accompany ignorant, transphobic 
hot takes. 

 
Good: Reunion specials 
The hardest part about watching 

TV series and films produced pre-
pandemic has been trying to under-
stand how no one wears a mask or 
stands 6 feet apart. Only one option 
remained: nostalgia. The long list of 
reunions – from “Reunited Apart” to 
the “Parks and Recreation” COVID-
19 special – provided the needed 
reminder of a time when things were 
... OK, not always better, but at least 

maskless and more physically inti-
mate. 

 
Bizarre: “Endgame”/Biden 

video 
As we all knew, the election 

results wouldn’t be clear on Nov. 3. 
So when a more accurate tally of 
results began to unfold days later, 
film editor John Handem Piette 
memorialized the moment by splic-
ing President-elect Biden and a host 
of others into the penultimate 
sequence from “Avengers: 
Endgame.” A weird mix of original 
content and stock photos of Barack 
Obama, Harris, AOC and even Sean 
Connery replace the faces of the A-
list cast. 

 
Bad: Movie theater drama 
Will AMC and the others open or 

not? The answer to that question 
went into limbo nationwide for a 
while. Perhaps the most shocking 
moment arrived when AMC head 
Adam Aron decreed masks “option-
al” in June, deeming them “politi-
cal,” as if a virus cares. Add to that 
AMC’s lame-duck “ban” on 
Universal films when the studio 
mentioned plans to release movies 
in theaters and digitally. Good grief.  

 
Bizarre: Monoliths  
In 1968, “2001: A Space 

Odyssey” depicted a black monolith 
arriving on Earth like a celestial 
presence recording the planet and its 
habitants’ most momentous turning 
points. In November 2020, a chrome 
iteration appeared in the Utah desert 
and then vanished shortly after. 
Three more would appear, one in 
Romania. Crazy performance art 
project, probably. E.T. warning 
Karens and Chads to take the pan-
demic seriously, just as likely. 

 
Good: “Selena + Chef” 
Media production during quaran-

tine is a mixed bag, but Selena 
Gomez’s HBO Max series “Selena 
+ Chef” works far better than most. 
Gomez is delightful, the recipes rock 
and the premise outshines the aver-
age cooking show, pandemic or not. 

 
Bizarre: “WAP” and Ben 

Shapiro  
So Cardi B premiered a single and 

music video for “WAP,” addressing 
some rather adult content. The most 
hilarious criticism hailed from eter-
nal man-child Ben Shapiro. 

“Guys, this is what feminists 
fought for,” the women’s issues 
expert said on his radio show. “This 
is what the feminist movement is all 
about. It’s not really about women 
being treated as independent, full-
rounded human beings.” 

But things got worse. Instead of 
just not listening to the song, he des-
perately tried to defend his position, 

resulting in some embarrassing self-
owns. 

 
Good/Bad/Bizarre: Harvey 

Weinstein gets 23 years in prison 
It’s good the film mogul was con-

victed. It’s bad this ever happened. 
It’s bizarre (and bad) anyone ever 
questioned the goals of the #MeToo 
movement.  

 
Good: Event series 
Bypass the long binge experience 

with some quality limited series. 
“The Queen’s Gambit” rightfully 
earned all the praise. An amazing 
lead performance by Anya Taylor-
Joy and crisp writing that pays off in 
the seventh episode. But FX’s lesser-
known “Devs” deserves praise for 
brilliantly exploring sci-fi topics like 
parallel dimensions and how algo-

rithms accurately (or not) predict our 
behavior. 

 
Bad: Alex Trebek dies  
When “Jeopardy!” host Alex 

Trebek announced he had pancreatic 
cancer, loyal viewers knew to pre-
pare for the worst. Still, his death in 
2020 adds to the year’s dumpster 
fire, while it also marks the end of a 
golden era of classic TV program-
ming. His charm and beautiful heart 
won’t be replaced, ever. 

 
Bizarre: “Tiger King” 
The story of Joe Exotic abusing 

tigers and attempting to assassinate a 
big-cat nemesis became the first 
major hit of 2020, arriving just after 
most states received standing orders 
to stay home. It was trash, but the 
timing aided spectators desperate for 
something to watch.  

 
Good: Bong Joon Ho wins big 

at the Academy Awards 
Before socializing went on pause, 

stars converged to commemorate the 
best films of 2019. At the time, the 
hot topic was a second hostless 
event. Then the South Korean flick 
“Parasite” went home with four 
awards, including best picture. For 
the first time in Academy history, a 
foreign-language film won big. 
Such a moment should’ve occurred 
earlier (i.e., “Pan’s Labyrinth”), but 
it set a more hopeful tone before 
things turned dire. 

 
Bad: Chadwick Boseman dies  
This one hurt. A young talent 

breathing life into each memorable 
role. Chadwick Boseman played 
several historical figures (Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Thurgood 
Marshall), but his most popular role 
across four films as Black Panther is 

remarkable, so much so that Marvel 
Studios won’t recast him. That says 
a lot. 

 
Bizarre: Celebrities sing 

“Imagine” 
A year ago this March, several 

celebs, at the bequest of Wonder 
Woman actress Gal Gadot, sang 
John Lennon’s “Imagine,” tag-team-
ing each line. Kristin Wig, Henry 
Cavill, Natalie Portman, Jamie 
Dornan and a host of others joined 
together to sing about solidarity. It 
was wildly painful, brazenly conde-
scending. 

 
Good: Ahsoka’s breakout in 

“Star Wars” 
Not once but twice, the best “Star 

Wars” character Ahsoka Tano – the 
former protégé of Anakin 
Skywalker – stole the show, first in 
the final four episodes of “The 
Clone Wars” season seven and then 
in season two of “The Mandalorian” 
for a glorious episode, Rosario 
Dawson bringing the digital charac-
ter to live action. Both are available 
on Disney+ to watch over and over 
again. 

 
Honorable mentions:  
Rudy Giuliani’s “Borat 2” scene 

and the Four Seasons Landscaping 
press conference (bizarre); “The 
Good Place’s” satisfying series 
finale (good); satire news site The 
Onion’s parody of the flour shortage 
and sourdough craze with a hilarious 
headline: “‘Run! Dear God, run!’ 
Screams woman who forgot about 
sourdough starter as doughy tendril 
wraps around throat” (bizarre); 
Harley Quinn and Poison Ivy get 
together both in the animated series 
on HBO Max and in DC Comics 
(good). 
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Ahsoka Tano’s breakout in the “Star Wars” saga was a highlight in 2020. 

18 good, bad and bizarre moments across media in 2020

https://checkout2.latimes.com/TemplateA
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Red Cross blood donors could 
win trip to Super Bowl LVI 

The American Red Cross and the 
National Football League are team-
ing up this January during National 
Blood Donor Month to urge indi-
viduals – especially those who have 
recovered from COVID-19 – to 
give blood and help tackle the 
national convalescent plasma short-
age. According to the Red Cross, 
donors are needed to help hospital 
patients. 

“Blood and plasma donors who 
have recovered from COVID-19 
may have the power to help critical-
ly ill patients currently battling the 
virus,” said Dr. Erin Goodhue, Red 
Cross medical director of clinical 
services. “With hospital distribu-
tions for convalescent plasma 
increasing about 250% since 
October, these generous donations 
are vital in helping to save lives 
throughout the winter – a time that 
is often challenging to collect 
enough blood products for those in 
need.” 

As COVID-19 cases have risen 
across the U.S., so has the need for 
convalescent plasma – leading to a 
shortage of this potentially lifesav-
ing blood product. COVID-19 sur-
vivors have a unique ability to 
make a game-changing difference 
in the lives of COVID-19 patients – 
scientists believe that individuals 
who have recovered from COVID-
19 may have antibodies in their 

plasma that could provide a 
patient’s immune system the boost 
it needs to beat the virus. 

Those who donate blood or 
platelets this month will be auto-
matically entered to win two tickets 
to next year’s Super Bowl LVI in 
Los Angeles. In addition, those who 
come to give before Jan. 20 will 
also be automatically entered to win 
the Big Game at Home package for 
a special viewing experience safely 
at home that includes a 65-inch 
television and a $500 gift card. 

Each Red Cross blood drive and 
donation center follows the highest 
standards of safety and infection 
control, and additional precautions 
– including temperature checks, 
social distancing and face coverings 
for donors and staff – have been 
implemented to help protect the 
health of all those in attendance. 
Donors are asked to schedule an 
appointment prior to arriving at the 
drive and are required to wear a 
face covering or mask while at the 
drive, in alignment with Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
public guidance.   

Individuals can schedule an 
appointment to give blood by visit-
ing redcrossblood.org, using the 
Red Cross blood donor app or by 
calling 1-800-RED-CROSS. 

For more information, visit red-
cross.org. 

photo courtesy of the Red Cross 

The Red Cross practices coronavirus safety protocols during blood 
donations. 

Craft in America’s ‘Making Waves’ spotlights ocean 
Craft in America’s new exhibi-

tion “Making Waves: Ocean 
Ecology & Craft,” which opens 
on Jan. 16, will focus on works by 
artists who deal with various eco-
logical and human-generated 
threats to our oceans in a variety 
of media. This exhibition will be 
on display at the Craft in America 
Center in Los Angeles and ampli-
fied by an expansive virtual exhi-
bition through June 19. Featured 
artists include Po Shun Leong, 
Joan Takayama-Ogawa, Jennifer 
McCurdy, Christopher Edwards, 
Linda Gass and Sarah 
McMenimen. 

In an era of climate crisis, 
ocean ecology is one of many 
issues facing society and the pub-
lic conscious. The work of the 
artists featured in this exhibition 
sheds light on the impact of cli-
mate change on the bodies of 
water across the planet, the haz-
ards to life within them and their 
vitality to human existence, 
underscoring that climate change 
is one of the largest existential 
and physical threats to human life 
on earth.  

Featured artworks document 
the beauty of the natural world 
that exists underwater, reminding 
viewers about the need to protect 
these resources before nothing 
remains beyond their artistic like-
nesses. 

Ogawa, a professor at Otis, 
whose work largely inspired the 
initiation of the exhibition, has 
been making intricately formed 
and carved earthenware totems 
about global warming and the 

impact on coral since she first 
noticed bleaching while swim-
ming in Hawaii nearly 30 years 
ago. She has applied this concern 
to her own studio and added ener-
gy-saving steps, solar power and 
low fire clay to her practice in 
response, while leading a charge 
to bring tools to artists who wish 
to make their practices more eco-
responsible. Similarly, McCurdy 
uses the translucency of porcelain 
to echo the bonelike living struc-
tures of coral while designer and 
artist Leong carves wood into 
complex patterns and forms in 

homage to life under the sea.  
As artists who are addressing 

concerns for the environment, 
these individuals make every 
effort to weigh the eco-impact of 
their own practices. This includes 
the sourcing of materials and the 
carbon imprint of their methods 
of production. The exhibition will 
be paired with related public and 
education programs, including 
artist talks and Craft in Schools 
workshops for underserved K-12 
public school students. 

For more information, visit 
craftinamerica.org/center. 
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Jennifer McCurdy’s “Coral Nest” is among the art works in the new 
exhibition at Craft in America. 

The Fowler marks anniversary 
of Haitian earthquake 

On the 10-year anniversary of a 
devastating earthquake in Haiti, the 
Fowler’s curatorial and research 
associate of Haitian arts, Katherine 
Smith, and assistant professor of art 
history and Africana studies at 
Boston College, Kyrah Malika 
Daniels, will discuss “Séisme" 
(Earthquake), a beaded flag created 
in 2010 by Haitian artist Evelyne 
Alcide.  

In “Séisme,” Alcide details the 
nightmarish post-earthquake land-

scape of Port-au-Prince. The art-
work conflates city and cemetery, 
revealing the overwhelming pres-
ence of the dead, while Vodou spir-
its and angels hover above the car-
nage. 

The event will take place on 
Tuesday, Jan. 12, from 11 a.m. to 
noon. 

For more information, visit 
eventbrite.com/e/curators-choice-
se i sme-ea r thquake - t i cke t s -
133366764583. 

image courtesy of the Fowler Museum at UCLA 

The Fowler will honor the anniversary of Haiti’s devastating earthquake 
a decade ago with a discussion on Evelyne Alcide’s “Séisme” 

https://www.tashmans.com
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Legal Notices

The Beverly Press is now adjudicated to publish 
legal advertising in the city of Beverly Hills and 

the county of Los Angeles. 
 

If you have legal notices to publish,  
please contact us  

karen@beverlypress.com. 
 

Lark Gallery solicits art submissions
2020 was a challenging year for 

many people, especially for artists 
of all kinds. With this thought in 
mind, Lark Gallery is inviting cre-
ators to submit works in a variety of 
categories through Jan. 25. 

Categories include literature, 
music, visual arts, painting and 
photography, among others. 

An upcoming Zoom event in 
February will allow people the 
opportunity to shop for art – and 
interact with artists.  

All accepted artists will have 
their works listed on the gallery’s 
website. 

For more information, visit lark-
gallery.com.

image courtesy of Lark Gallery 

“The Lake” by Roya Adjory is among the works on Lark Gallery’s website. 

Film at LACMA presents ‘Crip Camp’ 
Join Film at LACMA for a 

screening of Crip Camp followed 
by a post-screening conversation 
with co-directors Nicole Newnham 
and Jim LeBrecht on Jan. 13. The 
conversation will be moderated by 
Eric Deggans of NPR. 

In the early 1970s, teenagers with 
disabilities faced a future shaped by 
isolation, discrimination and insti-
tutionalization. Camp Jened, a ram-
shackle camp “for the handi-
capped” in the Catskills, exploded 
those confines. Jened was their 
freewheeling utopia, a place where 
summertime sports, smoking and 
makeout sessions awaited every-
one, and campers felt fulfilled as 
human beings. Their bonds endured 
as they migrated West to Berkeley, 

California – a promised land for a 
growing and diverse disability 
community – where friends from 
Camp Jened realized that disruption 
and unity might secure life-chang-
ing accessibility for millions. The 
documentary arrives the same year 
as the 30th anniversary of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act.  

RSVP to receive a free link and 
password for this screening. Note 
that ticketing will close 24 hours 
prior to the event. The film will run 
from Wednesday, Jan. 13, at 7 p.m. 
to Thursday, Jan. 14, at 11:30 p.m. 

For more information, visit 
lacma.org/event/film-screening-
crip-camp-and-post-screening-con-
versation-co-directors-nicole-
newnham-and-jim. 
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The upcoming screening of “Crip Camp” will be followed by a conversa-
tion with co-directors Nicole Newnham and Jim LeBrecht. 

MOCA panel with Cuban activists 
On Nov. 27, 2020, more than 300 

artists, intellectuals and Cuban citi-
zens presented themselves at the 
Ministry of Culture to demand the 
government follow through on their 
expressed commitment to freedom 
and civil rights. The protest came as 
a result of police violence exerted 
the previous day against members 
of the San Isidro Movement – an 
activist group who over the course 
of the past few years has been vocal 
in demanding greater freedom of 
expression in Cuba.  

Using social media as a tool to 
bring awareness to their cause, they 
have sparked renewed attention and 

urgency in calling for an end to 
government censorship and repres-
sion against all artists, intellectuals 
and activists in Cuba. This commu-
nity adopted the name 27N and 
together have staged peaceful 
protests asking for freedom of artis-
tic expression in the face of govern-
ment repression. 

This afternoon, Thursday, Jan. 7, 
at 4 p.m., MOCA will host a virtual 
panel with artist and activist Tania 
Bruguera and other members of the 
27N collective of Cuban activists. 

To RSVP, visit zoom.us/webi-
nar/register/WN_xnzxiT_FQnifK
MWFikRy2w. 

photo by Reynier Leyva Novo 

Today’s virtual panel with Tania Bruguera includes members of the 27N 
collective of Cuban activists. 

Pasadena Playhouse celebrates Jerry Herman
Pasadena Playhouse 

announced that “You I Like: A 
Musical Celebration of Jerry 
Herman” will open on Jan. 10 at 
PlayhouseLive online. The 
upcoming virtual musical revue 
will honor the genius responsible 
for Broadway classics including 
“Mame,” “La Cage aux Folles” 
and “Hello, Dolly!” The online 
opening night will be a 
livestreamed event with special 
guests Bernadette Peters and 
David Hyde Pierce. 

The production, conceived and 
music directed by Andy Einhorn, 
will mark the first theatrical trib-
ute to Jerry Herman by a profes-
sional theater company since the 
passing of the Tony Award-win-
ning Broadway legend one year 
ago.  

“Jerry Herman’s songs have an 
optimism and joy that can’t be 
rivaled. After the challenges 
we’ve all faced over the past few 
months, I can’t think of a better 
way to kick off the new year,” 
Pasadena Playhouse Producing 
Artistic Director Danny Feldman 
said. “This love letter to Jerry is an 
entertaining celebration of his life 
and exploration of his legacy.” 

The upcoming PlayhouseLive 
production features Einhorn on 
the piano with performances by 
Ashley Blanchet (“Frozen”), 
Nick Christopher (“Hamilton”), 
Lesli Margherita (“Matilda the 
Musical”), Andrea Ross (“The 
Sound of Music”) and Ryan Vona 
(“Once”). Einhorn’s many 
Broadway credits include his 
recent conducting of Bette Midler 

in the Tony Award-winning 
Broadway revival of Jerry 
Herman’s “Hello, Dolly!” for 
which he served as music direc-
tor.  

In the show, Einhorn explores 
themes that are commonly found 
in Herman’s work: love, family, 
home and optimism.  

“These themes are who Jerry 
Herman was as both an artist and 
as a man,” Einhorn said. “Jerry 
Herman was joy personified. He 
wrote shows that sparked joy, 
brought out positivity in the face 
of adversity, granted his charac-
ters second chances, and rein-
forced the love of family and life. 

He left a piece of himself in 
everything he wrote, and may 
these treasures bring some joy 
and comfort to everyone during 
these uncertain and challenging 
times.” 

The opening night show can be 
viewed on PlayhouseLive on Jan. 
10 at 5 p.m.  Tickets to view this 
event are $29.99. 

Video-on-demand streaming of 
“You I Like: A Musical 
Celebration of Jerry Herman” 
will be available to rent on 
PlayhouseLive for $24.99 from 
Jan. 11 through Feb. 7. 

For more information, visit  
playhouselive.org.  

photo by Jeff Lorch 

“You I Like: A Musical Celebration of Jerry Herman” opens at the 
Pasadena Playhouse on Jan. 10. 
 



acquired the medical center and 
plans to renovate the campus near 
Olympic and San Vicente 
Boulevards. 

“UCLA Health regularly consid-
ers property purchases and growth 
opportunities in the region that 
allow us to expand access to care 
for patients who need our services. 
One such opportunity arose recent-
ly with Olympia Medical Center of 
Los Angeles in Mid-Wilshire. The 
operators decided to sell the proper-
ty and will be winding down their 
services over the next few months 
before closing the hospital,” read a 
statement provided by Elaine 
Schmidt, senior officer of media 
relations for UCLA Health. “This 
asset provides a much-needed 
future growth opportunity for 
UCLA Health and will allow us to 
expand services. To this end, in 
2021, we will be launching the ini-
tial planning process for a major 
facility renovation on the former 
Olympia campus. This process will 
include leadership, faculty and 
staff. This purchase will provide 
UCLA Health with an additional 
campus and the potential to con-
tribute significantly to community 
benefit needs. We look forward to 
sharing more information soon on 
this exciting opportunity to improve 
access to care in our community.” 

UCLA Health provided no fur-
ther information about what func-
tions, specialized medical care or 
treatment will be offered at the new 
hospital, but some familiar with the 
plan have indicated that it may 
serve as a center for behavioral and 
mental health treatment. 

The announcement caught many 
off-guard, including new Los 
Angeles City Councilwoman 
Nithya Raman, 4th District, who 
represents the neighborhood where 
the hospital is located. 

“This is the first we’ve heard 
about the planned voluntary sus-
pension of all patient care services 
at Olympia Medical Center on 
March 31, 2021. We’ve reached out 
to both Olympia Medical Center 
and UCLA Health, which has pur-
chased the property, to discuss the 
matter, as well as the envisioned 
long-term use of the facility,” read a 
statement from Raman. “At a 
moment in which COVID-19 is 
surging and ICU capacity in hospi-
tals is at zero, we agree that any 
reduction in overall emergency ser-
vices capacity in Los Angeles is 
cause for concern, and we’ll be fol-
lowing up as we learn more.” 

Others echoed worries about the 
impact of closing a hospital during 
the pandemic, including one of the 
region’s emergency departments. 
The Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health 
reported Wednesday that medical 

centers are becoming overwhelmed 
countywide, with approximately 
8,000 COVID-19 patients hospital-
ized. Olympia Medical Center is 
currently treating approximately 50 
people with COVID-19. Plans have 
not been announced about what 
will happen to patients being treat-
ed at the hospital as operations 
wind down. 

“Any hospital closing right now, 
I think that’s appalling. At the 
height of a pandemic that has us 
down to no emergency room beds 
and ICU beds, it doesn’t make any 
sense,” said Greg Goldin, president 
of the Miracle Mile Residential 
Association, which represents the 
neighborhood adjacent to the med-
ical center. “Also, it seems like 
everyone is in the dark about what 
precisely is happening. Why the 
secrecy?” 

Olympia Medical Center, Alecto 
and UCLA Health have not 
announced when the hospital was 
sold and for how much. Calls to 
Alecto were routed back to 
Olympia Medical Center, which 
directed inquiries to Sarrao. 

Olympia Medical Center’s Dec. 
31 online post said there would be a 
“separation” from 450 full- and 
part-time employees, raising further 
questions about the future of those 
health care professionals. Also 
uncertain are plans for the building 
on the north side of Olympic 
Boulevard that houses medical 
offices, including an office of 
APLA Health and Dr. Michael S. 
Gottlieb, a pioneer in the first treat-
ments of HIV and AIDS. 

Assemblyman Richard Bloom 
(D-Santa Monica), said he under-
stands the need for more behav-
ioral and mental health treatment, 
but he is also concerned about a 
hospital closing in the midst of a 
pandemic. Bloom said he only 
became aware of the sale over the 
holidays. 

“Any hospital  
closing right now, I 

think that’s 
appalling. At the 

height of a  
pandemic that has 

us down to no 
emergency room 

beds and ICU 
beds, it doesn’t 

make any sense.” 
 

- Greg Goldin,  
president of the Miracle Mile 

Residential Association 
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“My understanding is that 
Olympia had been on the market 
for the past year or so, and was 
looking for a buyer, so something 
was going to be in the offing. It’s 
also my understanding that UCLA 
intends to, for all intents and pur-
poses, convert the use from a cur-
rent acute care facility to a mental 
health care facility, and assuming 
that is ultimately what plays out 
long-term, I think that is extremely 
important. L.A. County has an 
extreme shortage of mental health 
care facilities. There is a lot of 
nuance to that that should be dis-
cussed in the future,” Bloom said. 
“I think the short-term implica-
tions are, where are we going to 
take up the loss of approximately 
200 beds … what does that do to 
our ability to deliver health care, 
particularly in a local community, 
and given the fact that we are in 
the middle of a surge? The imme-
diate answer to that question is 
that we need as many beds as pos-
sible and need all of the staffing 
that goes along with those beds. I 
am very concerned given the 
unpredictability of the surge and 
the progression of the pandemic 
itself. I am concerned we don’t get 
caught any more short-handed 
than we already are, and March 
may be the wrong time to be clos-
ing down this facility.” 

Bloom said he plans to work with 
the California Department of Public 
Health to determine what options 
exist if pandemic-related necessity 
dictates that the hospital remain 
open. 

Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Holly Mitchell, 2nd District, also 
expressed concern. 

“We are in the middle of a public 
health crisis where hospital beds are 
needed. I was contacted by the cur-
rent property owners of Olympia 
last week and informed of the 
UCLA purchase,” Mitchell said. “I 
expressed my concern then that a 
hospital closing in 90 days during a 
pandemic was not wise.” 

Many others in the community 
are also upset about what they said 
is a lack of transparency. 

“It’s unfortunate during this 
insane time. Where are people 
going to go to the hospital, where 
are people going to receive care?” 
Miracle Mile resident Kari Garcia 
said. “There are a lot of questions. 
The bottom line is, we don’t know 
what’s going on. The public has a 
right to be concerned and wor-
ried.”  

“This is bad news,” added 
Melrose area resident Peter 
Nichols. “Hasn’t this COVID-19 
crisis taught us that we don’t have 
enough hospitals? It’s crazy. I 
don’t know what they are think-
ing.”

Hospital sale alarms local officials    
From page 1

an effect on the city this year is 
local in origin: a ban on the sale 
of tobacco products in Beverly 
Hills, which the council autho-
rized in 2019 but that took effect 
on Jan. 1.  

“This really is just the next step 
in the evolution of hoping that 
people realize that there is 
absolutely no benefit to smoking 
cigarettes,” Friedman said.  

A state law also may affect 
tobacco sales. Senate Bill 793 
would ban many flavored tobac-
co products, including those for 
vaping. The law, which was 
expected to go into effect on Jan. 
1, is facing a referendum to over-
turn it, and if enough signatures 
are gathered, voters will recon-
sider the ban in 2022. 

Beyond tobacco, multiple 
health-related laws went into 
effect on Jan. 1, many of them 
related to COVID-19. For 
instance, AB 685 requires 
employers to report outbreaks to 
public health departments and 
inform their employees of poten-
tial exposure to the virus at work.  

City of West Hollywood 
Director of Administrative 
Services Christof Schroeder said 
in a statement that the city 
already follows “strict adher-
ence” to standards from the 
state’s Division of Occupational 
Safety and Health and the Los 
Angeles County Department of 
Public Health.  

“The city of West Hollywood’s 
Administrative Services 
Department/Human Resources 
Division will update any related 
protocols, policies to adhere to 
current regulations, such as AB 
685, as needed … These stan-
dards, policies and protocols 
work to protect the health and 
safety of the city of West 
Hollywood’s work force as we 
navigate the COVID-19 pandem-
ic,” Schroeder said.  

Friedman said COVID-19 will 
likely be the focus in Beverly 
Hills as well, though related top-
ics will also likely be subjects of 

council action. 
“I think we need to get over 

this COVID thing and we need to 
have our eye on the ball with the 
effects of COVID, but we can’t 
disregard other issues also,” he 
said. “Housing is going to be a 
significant issue in the coming 
months, partly as a result of 
COVID, so are retail businesses 
and how we’re going to deal with 
getting those businesses back on 
line and whatever the new nor-
mal is going to be, but those are 
the real focuses for what we’re 
going to do. We need to have an 
economy that’s going to thrive in 
this new world.” 

After the killing of George 
Floyd and the unrest of last sum-
mer, law enforcement also drew 
reform efforts in Sacramento, 
furthering some efforts that had 
already begun before the sum-
mer.  

For instance, AB 1185, which 
gives counties more oversight of 
sheriff’s offices, began with dis-
putes in Sacramento County. 
However, this law is unlikely to 
affect Los Angeles County very 
much, West Hollywood 
Government Affairs Liaison 
Hernan Molina said in a state-
ment.  

“AB 1185 authorizes counties 
within the state of California to 
create a sheriff’s oversight board. 
Such an oversight board exists in 
Los Angeles County: it is called 
the Civilian Oversight 
Commission … which is part of 
county-level social and criminal 
justice reform … In addition, Los 
Angeles County voters approved 
Measure R in March 2020 
[which] authorizes the COC to 
issue subpoenas to the LASD,” 
Molina said.  

Molina, who noted that West 
Hollywood supported Measure 
R, added that “as always, the city 
of West Hollywood will continue 
to monitor emerging legislative 
changes at the state and local 
level as they arise and adapt and 
respond, as needed.”

Laws cover tobacco, 
police, COVID-19 safety   
From page 1
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The ban on the sale of most tobacco products in Beverly Hills went 
into effect on Jan. 1.

Located at the intersection of 
Sunset and Crescent Heights boule-
vards in the 8000 Sunset shopping 
center, the urgent care company 
Exer opened its West Hollywood 
location on Jan. 6. 

Exer offers 19 clinics – serving 
the following Southern California 
regions; San Fernando Valley, San 
Gabriel Valley, Santa Clarita, 
South Bay, and the Westside and 
Ventura Country. For a full list of 
Exer clinic locations visit exerur-
gentcare.com/locations.  

Each facility is staffed by emer-
gency room doctors and medical 
personnel, providing convenient, 

New urgent care center opens in West Hollywood 

photo by Chase J. Carnahan 

Exer Urgent Care has opened its newest location in the 8000 Sunset 
shopping center.

affordable and high-quality medical 
care at a fraction of the cost of an 
emergency room.  

Exer West Hollywood will fea-
ture lab services, virtual care, x-ray 
and patient portal access. In addi-
tion, Exer offers COVID-19 testing 
and flu shots. 

Exer accepts Medicare, as well as 

most PPOs and most HMOs. 
No appointment is necessary. 

Exer is open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
seven days a week and on most 
holidays, though the last patient is 
registered at 8:30 p.m. each 
evening. 

For information, visit exerurgent-
care.com.  
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The task force, which is com-
posed of community members, is 
intended to help advise the city on 
how it can best meet its regional 
housing needs allocation number in 
the coming eight-year cycle, 
including 1,063 very low income 
units. Very low-income pricing is 
set at 30% or below of the area’s 
median income. According to 
Alicen Bartle, the city’s project 
development administrator, the 
median income in 2021 for a one-
person household is $66,768. 

“There’s a variety of opportuni-
ties to engage with the community 
and with this task force we want to 
get people that have expertise in 
housing and housing develop-
ment,” Bartle said. “We understand 
that our community and our renters 
and our folks that are housing bur-
dened also have a perspective to 
give, a real life perspective.” 

Bartle said that the California 
Department of Finance estimated 
there were 25,833 households in 
West Hollywood and that approxi-
mately 80% of residents are renters, 
75% of whom live in rent-stabilized 
units.  

While the task force meetings are 
not open to the public, at 11 a.m. on 
Jan. 19, the city will host a housing 

element community update via 
Zoom seeking public input. 

According to a report from West 
Hollywood staff, the community 
outreach program is intended to 
provide opportunities for communi-
ty members to review and con-
tribute to defining and confirming 
the housing goals, policies and pro-
grams necessary to address housing 
needs, in addition to ensuring that 
the draft plan reflects the communi-
ty’s needs. 

“The community outreach pro-
gram will facilitate a variety of 
opportunities for community mem-
bers, business owners and other 
decision makers to safely partici-
pate in the planning process online. 
In addition to the task force, focus 
groups will be created as needed for 
the housing element update,” the 
report read. 

In seeking balance to significant-
ly grow the city’s housing stock, 
Meister said it would be critical to 
thoughtfully consider how to 
increase density. 

“I have very strong feelings that 
one size doesn’t fit all,” she said. 
“Each of our neighborhoods have a 
different character. We have historic 
neighborhoods, we have densely 
populated neighborhoods, we have 
less densely populated neighbor-
hoods, we have residential on corri-
dors that one might not think of as 
residential, for example San 
Vicente. It would be nice to look at 
neighborhoods for what they are.” 

Meister underscored that West 
Hollywood has always been at the 
forefront of creating affordable 
housing, but said that “there is only 
so much space before you start 
destroying your existing affordable 
housing.” 

“We need to have balance,” she 
said. “We want to create affordable 
housing. We want to also be this cre-
ative city where we offer all these 
different types of things. We want to 
bring transit, we want to be a green 
city, we want to be in the forefront 
of trying to do what we can regard-
ing climate change. But we need to 
balance those things in order to real-
ly be a sustainable city.”  

Each council member appointed 
two members to the task force 
based on their areas of expertise to 
help the city effectively create a 

Capital helping to oversee the 
design and construction of the 
firm’s real estate investments, said 
his background in architecture 
would prove particularly helpful on 
the task force.  

“West Hollywood is a very spe-
cial place that values its citizens, 
their perspectives and their needs. 
It’s also a city that has grown sub-
stantially,” he said. “In appointing a 
diverse task force of stakeholders to 
opine on the state of housing, the 
city seeks first-hand input on how 
they might align their goals to the 
needs of the community.” 

Byers, a community organizer 
with United Way’s “Everyone In” 
campaign to mobilize Angelenos in 
support of affordable housing, under-
scored how critical it is to create sup-
portive housing in the community. 

“It’s really about setting a vision 
of where we imagine West 
Hollywood will be and how we can 
best serve the people that want to be 

a part of this city,” she said. “We’re 
living in such a limited land space 
and we can’t really grow beyond 
our borders … so we have to look 
to the skies for our solutions.”  

Lowenthal, executive vice presi-
dent of development for Combined 
Properties, said she was grateful she 
will have an opportunity to shape 
housing as part of the task force. 

“This is a critical time for all 
cities to do what they can to man-
age the lack of affordable housing 
in the region,” she said. “I grew up 
in Los Angeles and was lucky to 
live in an affordable market-rate 
apartment as a child. If it were 
today, I don’t think I would have 
the same options.   

“As a real estate developer in Los 
Angeles, I think I can help bridge 
the gap between policy and practi-
cal issues that need to be managed 
to build more housing in the city of 
West Hollywood and the surround-
ing communities.”

Answers From Page 23

plan that shapes West Hollywood’s 
future while ensuring that the 
increase in housing doesn’t dimin-
ish the city’s quality of life. 

For Williams, creating prelimi-
nary goals, policies and programs 
that address the housing needs of 
West Hollywood will be of primary 
focus as part of the task force.  

“As a land use consultant, my 
focus is to look at all available city 
and state programs such as adaptive 
reuse, modular and micro construc-
tion, 100% low income housing 
builds and any other means to create 
more affordable housing for resi-
dents, with an emphasis on senior, 
LGBQTIA, disabled, and Black and 
Brown communities,” she said. 
“Partnering with local governments 
and community members can help 
identify suitable land and stream-
line development processes.  

“This task force will shine a light 
on all the ways we, the community, 
can fight the housing crisis, and I’m 
excited to be a part of that conversa-
tion.”  

Berberian, the founder of Empire 
Property Group, said that creating 
mixed-income housing and diversi-
ty was primary in moving forward.  

“As a local developer, property 
manager and general contractor 
concentrated in our creative city of 
West Hollywood, we especially 
value the housing element policy 
guide and the importance of updat-
ing it to ensure it meets the local 
population’s evolving housing 
needs,” he said. “One housing ele-
ment goal that is important for our 
city is the need for health and well-
ness with building features that pro-
mote well-being among residents.”   

Brooks, who has been an archi-
tect for the past 25 years, noted that 
increased density did not simply 
mean going vertical.  

“Some of the opportunities I see 
are to identify places where housing 
and good density and transit and 
walkability all meet together and to 
leverage that to provide more 
affordable housing,” she said. 
“People sometimes think that 
increased density simply means 
taller buildings. And that is not what 
it means. It means a better way of 
doing things.” 

Korchek, who works as a devel-
opment manager at AECOM 

WeHo task force seeks community input   
From page 1

LGBT Center receives grant for culinary program 
The Los Angeles LGBT Center 

has been awarded a $100,000 
grant from the S. Mark Taper 
Foundation to support the center’s 
Culinary Arts program, an inter-
generational training program for 
LGBTQ youth experiencing 
homelessness and low-income 
LGBTQ seniors.  

Taught at the center’s commer-
cial kitchen in the Anita May 
Rosenstein Campus, the 300-hour 
program engages students from 
the center’s Senior Services pro-
grams to learn basic culinary 
skills alongside youth ages 18 to 
24 in addition to professional 
development training for jobs 
beyond the kitchen. Participants 
finish the program by completing 
a 100-hour internship at local 
restaurants, catering companies 
and other food service businesses. 

“When we launched our 
Culinary Arts program, no one 
could have predicted that, one 
year later, we would be facing all 
of the challenges brought on by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

demand for the center’s services 
has increased as a result of the 
pandemic, including a heartbreak-
ing rise in food insecurity in our 
community. Our Culinary Arts 
program has been instrumental in 
helping us to rise to meet this 
need, both by providing meals for 
our seniors and youth and by 
helping establish our Pride Pantry 
food bank that now distributes 
food from our locations through-
out Los Angeles,” Center CEO 
Lorri L. Jean said. “Thanks, in 
part, to the S. Mark Taper 
Foundation’s generosity, the 
Culinary Arts program can con-
tinue to help sustain both the 
youth and seniors who work as 
part of the program and those who 
rely on its meals.” 

Since the onset of the global 
health crisis, culinary students 
have prepared as many as 450 
meals per day to feed the center’s 
senior clients experiencing food 
insecurity, the 100-plus homeless 
youth who visit the Youth Center, 
and senior and youth residents at 

multiple center locations. 
Since the program’s launch in 

2019, 42 students have graduated 
from the Culinary Arts program, 
with 67% of them obtaining 
employment prior to the pandem-
ic. The Culinary Arts program is 
the brainchild of celebrity chef 
and the center’s Board of 
Directors Co-Chair Susan 
Feniger. It is taught by executive 
chef Janet Crandall, executive 
sous chef Dustin Chen and sous 
chef Arlita Miller, with Nick 
Panepinto serving as the pro-
gram’s director of culinary train-
ing and operations.  

“The S. Mark Taper Foundation 
is proud to be connected with the 
Los Angeles LGBT Center’s 
employment program working to 
advance the economic stability of 
LGBTQ older adults and young 
people struggling to exit home-
lessness,” said Adrienne 
Wittenberg, executive director of 
the S. Mark Taper Foundation.  

For information, visit lalgbt-
center.org/culinaryarts.

photo by Marvin Rand 

Orange Grove, a West Hollywood condominium project comprising 12 
large loft-style homes, is among the thousands of new units that have 
come to market in the past decade.

The city of West Hollywood, 
through its Arts Division, requests 
qualifications from professional 
artists to establish a pre-qualified 
list for a temporary art exhibition in 
empty storefronts, Windows of 
WeHo, also known as WoW. The 
exhibition will include artists with 
experience creating inventive 
installations or full-scale window 
installations that engage people in 
an innovative or dynamic way. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
had a significant impact on the arts 
and on the business community in 
West Hollywood. Some traditional 
brick-and-mortar stores have faced 
challenges for years in competing 
against the rise of online shopping. 
But, in 2020, as shoppers across the 
nation have moved further online as 
a safeguard against the spread of 
COVID-19, some of West 
Hollywood’s brick-and-mortar 
retail locations have closed and 
property owners are facing 
unprecedented vacancies. The 
WoW exhibition is intended to part-
ner artists with property owners to 
reimagine vacant storefronts as 
opportunities for safe, socially dis-
tanced, outdoor community 
engagement sites as the city navi-
gates the COVID-19 pandemic and 
sets its sights on economic recovery 
for the business community. 

With WoW, the city of West 
Hollywood will maintain a pre-
qualified list of artists for the WoW 

exhibition. West Hollywood prop-
erty owners will be invited to 
engage with artists on the list to dis-
play their artworks. It is anticipated 
that eight to 10 artists will be select-
ed through the pre-qualified list 
established by this application, and 
each selected artist will receive an 
award of $1,000. Admittance onto 
the pre-qualified list is not a guaran-
tee that an artist will be selected for 
an award. Artists who live in the 
city of West Hollywood are espe-
cially encouraged to apply. 
Interested artists must apply online 
by Jan. 13 at 5 p.m. 

For information, contact Rebecca 
Ehemann, the city of West 
Hollywood’s acting arts manager, at 
(323)848-6846 or at 
rehemann@weho.org. To apply, 
visit weho.org/home/showpub-
lisheddocument?id=48693. 

WeHo opens applications for 
storefront art installations 

The Greater Wilshire 
Neighborhood Council is hold-
ing an installment of its Civics 
101 series on Monday, Jan. 11, 
at 7 p.m. The virtual meeting 
will focus on Los Angeles 
County’s response to the coron-
avirus pandemic.  

Participants are encouraged 
to send questions in advance by 
emailing social@greater-
wilshire.org. To participate by 
phone, call (669)900-6833 or 
(877)853-5257 and enter 
Webinar ID: 843 6387 4112. To 
participate using Zoom, visit 
greaterwilshire.org/county101.

GWNC hosts 
online forum 
on COVID-19 



Across 
 
1. In other words 
4. Prefix with suction 
8. Cheerleader cheer 
11. Printing word 
13. “Here’s to you!” 
14. Dynamic start 
15. Game by the sea 
18. Bios of a sort 
19. Difficulty 
20. Corporate abbreviation 
22. Thanksgiving dish 
23. Harry Potter series owl 
27. Famous American battle 
31. HBO sitcom, Lucky ____ 
32. Right fielder, on a scorecard 
33. Thanks, for short 
36. Activity for couples 
40. Ethyl or benz follower 
41. “That’s ___!” 
42. Key 
43. Persona non ___ 
44. Accounts 
45. Gathering 
48. Easter’s beginning 
50. Regarded highly 
53. Prospect 
57. Jumping game 
61. Nascar driver, Kenseth 
62. More fit 
63. Gathering dust 
64. Handheld device 

65. Worn 
66. Ham, to Noah 
 
Down 
 
1. Police announcement 
2. Capital on the Dnieper 
3. Type of berry 
4. Thai language 
5. Indisposed 
6. Cheap mag 
7. Frankfurt's river 
8. Kingdom 
9. City on the Rhone 
10. ____ Oak 
12. Undertaking 
13. Swedish speed skating gold medalist 
Kramer 
14. Mamma Mia singers 
16. Cab grabber 
17. It comes easily to hand 
21. Oil source 
23. Hamburg’s river 
24. Stable color 
25. Preside over 
26. Lubricate 
28. Cap 
29. Mountainous range in South 
America 
30. Start of an apology 
33. Bill's place 
34. Word before sock or jerk 
35. Some N.C.O.’s 

37. Rower 
38. Acid type 
39. Civ. War side 
43. Form a spiral 
45. Get fooled 
46. “Don’t Cry for Me, Argentina” musi-
cal 
47. Let off steam 
49. ___ easy (eggs order) 
50. Dudley Do-Right’s org. 
51. Son of Isaac 

52. Ball girls 
54. Alpine gear 
55. Baseball Hall of Famers Lyons and 
Williams 
56. “Last train” singer, Guthrie 
58. Largest Buckeye St. airport 
59. Common contraction 
60. Legislator in D.C. 
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
COMPUTER

DOG WALKER

HARDWARE

TThehe         Disc     Disc             Doc          Doc   

Computer Problems?   
I CAN HELP! 

     • Troubleshooting   
     • Lessons 
     • Purchase Consultation  
     • Phone Support 

Joel Rothman 
323.240.5112   

TheDiskDoc@mac.com  
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UPHOLSTERY WEBSITE DESIGN

  
 

SCREENS • DOORS  
HARDWARE 

SALES & INSTALLATIONS 
7769 SANTA MONICA BL. 
WEST HOLLYWOOD 

(323)248-0840 
www.tashmans.com 

Since 1961 
Family Owned & Operated 

mackeycreativelab.com 
info@mackeycreativelab.com

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER 

• Leash Manner Training 

• Socialization, Structure,  

Exercise 

• Insured, Certified 

AKC Good Citizen Trainer 

323.393.5238 
latty@cooperk-9.com 

Google: Latty Cooper 
as seen on YouTube! 

ALAKAZAM 
UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY 

Commercial & Residential 
Every Style:  

Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers 
Replace Feather Proof Lining 
Broad Selection of Fabrics, 
Draperies & Roman Shades 

HIGHEST QUALITY  
WORKMANSHIP 

Call Rosie for FREE Estimate 
310-491-8409 

West Hollywood 

Affordable 
Prices 

Now offering 8  
different spice blends,  

including a set  
for the holidays! • Autumn Warmth 

• Poultry Rub 
• Home for the Holidays  

New packaging & price!   
Buy them today &  
Spice up your Life! 

www.shop.inemilyskitchen.com 

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

HELP WANTED

answers on page 22 

LEGAL NOTICE
Need to publish a  

DBA? 
File with the  

Los Angeles County 
Clerk at 

lacounty.gov 
Email your documents to 
karen@beverlypress.com 
We will publish the ad 4X 

and send proof of  
publication to the  
LA County Clerk. 

Psychologist Office assistant sought.  
Friendly busy psychologist seeks office 
assistant w/ good people skills, detail 
oriented and  computer savvy.It's half 
time, but can be more. Tasks: manage 
therapy clients,  maintain schedule with 
lawyer and court appointments,help 
with bookkeeping (quick books) and 
submitting super bills.  Must be COVID 
negative and covid aware. Location at 
the therapist’s house  between Korea 
town and Larchmont. Interested candi-
dates please submit your resume to 
doctormediator@aol.com.
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