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Holiday season to bring Plans filed for another Hollywood hotel
fashion week to Rodeo
n Project would create

BY LAURA COLEMAN

Beverly Hills residents and visitors will soon enjoy “Visions of
Holiday Glamour” along the Rodeo
Drive median as a parade of 10foot-tall mannequins attired in
vibrant floral gowns come to the
catwalk for the holiday season.
Beginning on Saturday, Nov. 21,
as part of this year’s winter holiday
programming, and concluding on
Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021, the planned
holiday décor is part of a $350,000

contract with J. Ben Bourgeois
Productions Inc. unanimously
approved by the Beverly Hills City
Council on Oct. 13.
“We decided this year to bring a
little bit of a dream to everybody on
Rodeo Drive. We are bringing fashion shows of the runways of Paris,
Milan, London and New York onto
the center median of Rodeo Drive,”
Rodeo Drive Committee Vice
President Kathy Gohari said.
See Rodeo page 30

rendering courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

The Rodeo Drive median will include mannequins clad in floral gowns as
part of this year’s holiday décor.

175 rooms, bar and
restaurant space
BY CAMERON KISZLA

Plans were filed with the city of
Los Angeles last month for a 13story, 173-foot-tall hotel at 6445
Sunset Blvd., feet from the northwest corner of Sunset and
Cahuenga boulevards. If approved
by the city, the project would
mean structures of at least 10 stories would be planned on or near
all four corners of Sunset and
Cahuenga.
Representatives for the developers, 6445 Sunset LLC and
NELA Sunset LLC, did not return
requests for comment, but the project application indicates that the
175-room hotel would also
include restaurant, bar and lounge
space in its nearly 60,000 square
feet.
“Located within the dense,
walkable Hollywood community,
the property is uniquely situated in
the geographic center of
Hollywood’s urban core to maximize tourism and entertainment
opportunities,” the development

rendering by Archeon/courtesy of L.A. City Planning

A 13-story hotel may join several other taller buildings near the intersection of Sunset and Cahuenga boulevards.

team said in the application.
The location for this new hotel
– just a few doors down from the
northwest corner – is north of
Sunset Boulevard, across the
street from the site of a planned
14-story office building. On the
eastern side of Cahuenga
Boulevard, plans have been
announced for a 21-story hotel to
replace a Jack in the Box fast-food

restaurant, and a 26-story mixeduse building on the former home
of Amoeba Music.
Kristopher Larson, president
and CEO of the Hollywood
Partnership, the nonprofit organization which manages the
Hollywood Entertainment District
property business improvement
See Hotel page 30

WeHo continues law enforcement discussion West Hollywood approves
study of Metro rail project
n Council supports

investigation into
alleged LASD gangs

n City will research

BY CAMERON KISZLA
The West Hollywood City
Council considered several items
related to law enforcement during
its regular public safety update on
Oct. 19.
In addition to receiving updates
from Capt. Edward Ramirez and Lt.
Bill Moulder of the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station and
acting Assistant Chief Drew Smith
of the Los Angeles County Fire
Department, the council members
voted unanimously to have the
city’s Public Safety Commission
consider West Hollywood’s use-offorce policy and to support a
request by U.S. Rep. Jimmy Gomez
(D-Los Angeles) to have the U.S.
Department of Justice investigate
the alleged gang activity within the
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department. The LASD is contracted to provide law enforcement services to West Hollywood.
Much of the use-of-force discussion centered on an incident on
Sept. 25, when members of the
Sheriff’s Response Team were

potential station sites
alongside Metro’s EIR

BY CAMERON KISZLA
Efforts continue to bring rail
service to West Hollywood, as
the West Hollywood City
Council voted unanimously on
Oct. 19 to approve a rail integration study for the proposed Metro
Crenshaw Northern Extension.

“We know that Metro will
have, depending on the route that
is selected, between one and four
stations in West Hollywood, so
the rail integration study is
intended to look at questions
more specifically. [For example,
for a station at] an intersection of,
say, Santa Monica and San
Vicente, where will the station be
more specifically? What are the
trade-offs of different locations
See Rail page 31
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West Hollywood will have its Public Safety Commission examine the
city’s use-of-force policies for law enforcement.

shown in videos posted online
arresting a suspect during a protest,
and one deputy was shown hitting
the suspect in the ankle with a
shield.
Ramirez said what happened that
night was “an anomaly of sorts.”
While many protests related to the
Black Lives Matter movement have
been peaceful, a poster for the Sept.
25 Justice for Breonna Taylor

protest included an image of someone throwing a Molotov cocktail
and the words “absolutely no peace
police.”
“Needless to say, this group
quickly established they were not
here for ‘good trouble,” Ramirez
said, echoing the words of the late
U.S. Rep. John Lewis, whom
See WeHo page 31

photo courtesy of Metro

West Hollywood hopes to bring rail service to the city much sooner
than the current project start of construction in 2041.
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Council committee supports
al fresco dining program
The Los Angeles City Council’s
Transportation Committee approved
a motion by Councilman David Ryu
on Oct. 19 seeking to implement a
permanent version of the L.A. Al
Fresco program, sending it to the full
council for a vote.
The L.A. Al Fresco program,
which has received positive feedback from restaurants, diners and
restaurant adjacent neighborhoods,
supports the heavily-impacted
restaurant industry by allowing
restaurants to operate outdoors. The
motion approved on Oct. 19 in a
council committee seeks a report
back on the feasibility of making the
program permanent.
“With around two thousand
restaurants currently participating in
Al Fresco, its popularity is undeniable,” said Ryu, 4th District. “Los
Angeles has an opportunity to
reimagine the ways that we use our
city streets and support our local
businesses. Now is the time to think

about how we want our city to
emerge from this pandemic, and this
is one way we can emerge better
than before.”
Ryu’s motion instructs city departments to report back on a potential
program structure, and safety and
infrastructure requirements necessary for implementation. The L.A. Al
Fresco program was launched by
Mayor Eric Garcetti on May 29 and
streamlines requirements and
approvals across multiple city departments for outdoor dining on sidewalks, parking lots and streets. In its
most recent phase, L.A. Al Fresco
dedicates 55% of program resources
to BIPOC (Black, Indigenous and
people of color) businesses or those
located in areas that have experienced disproportionate job loss due
to COVID-19. Eligible applicants
can receive immediate approval for
sidewalks and private property.
For
information,
visit
davidryu.lacity.org.

Holocaust
survivor talk

Holocaust Museum Los Angeles is
holding a Survivor Talk with Bill
Harvey on Thursday, Oct. 22, at 11
a.m., via Zoom. Harvey was born in
Berehovo, Czechoslovakia, an area
later annexed by Hungary. When the
Nazis invaded Hungary in 1944,
Harvey’s family was relocated to a
ghetto where they lived for six weeks
until being deported to AuschwitzBirkenau. Harvey was transferred to
Buchenwald and was liberated in
April 1945. He settled in Los Angeles
in 1950, where he worked in the cosmetology business for decades.
Suggested donation is $10. holocaustmuseumla.org.

Día de los Muertos

The Fowler Museum at UCLA has
partnered with Self-Help Graphics &
Art to celebrate
Día de los
Muertos with an
art workshop
inspired by the
museum’s collection of Felipe
Linares’ cartonerías – sculptured
objects
made from papier-mache. Artist
William Acedo will teach viewers
how to make a calaca cartonería
(papier-mache skeleton) using household materials in a five-part workshop. On Friday, Oct. 23, enjoy a conversation on calacas cartonerías with
Acedo and master craftsmen Norma
and
Edgar
Coronado.
fowler.ucla.edu/events/dia-de-losmuertos-and-linares-studio.

Artist book talk

photo by Cameron Kiszla

Councilman David Ryu wants to make the outdoor dining program permanent.

The Hidden
Holmes
“This book is extremely readable,
entertaining, and
ﬁlled with smart,
perceptive comments. It reads like
a conversation.”

Ira J. Fistell is an American newspaper editor,
educator, newswriter, radio and television
personality. Formerly, he hosted a radio show on
KABC and KRLA. His new book, “The Hidden
Holmes” is now available on Amazon and
Barnes and Noble.

“It is a great read!”
Mike Stoller
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Holmes-Ira-J-Fistellebook/dp/B08J8FZRDT

Enjoy a conversation with artist Lynn
Marie Kirby and curator Glenn
Phillips about the
book “Oracular
Transmissions”
on Saturday, Oct.
24, at 11 a.m.
“Oracular
Transmissions,”
published by X
Artists’ Books,
weaves together materials from three
of Etel Adnan and Lynn Marie
Kirby’s creative exchanges. The discussion on Zoom will follow a similar format to the 1980s classic show
“Mystery Science Theater 3000.”

CALENDAR
The talk will be followed by a Q&A
session moderated by Alexandra
Grant, of X Artists’ Books, and
Siddartha Lokanandi, of Hopscotch
Reading Room. RSVP by visiting
zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__at1S
nZBRieaUOU8m8B5ig.

The Wallis/Arts
fundraising forum

The Wallis presents “A Fundraiser’s
Guide to Philanthropy in 2020 and
Beyond” on Saturday, Oct. 24, at 10
a.m. The free live virtual panel discussion will be moderated by CCS
Fundraising and will feature philanthropists and fundraising experts.
Geared toward the arts and culture
community, the event will explore the
different ways the philanthropic sector is mission-building and fundraising with fresh ideas during a critical
time. thewallis.org/centerstage.

Disabilities and
Hollywood

In celebration of the 30th anniversary
of the Americans with Disabilities
Act, the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences will present a special
virtual
program
titled
“Accessibility/Visibility: Breaking
Down the Barriers for People with
Disabilities in Media” on Monday,
Oct. 26, at 5 p.m. The event will feature conversations with filmmakers
with disabilities examining the struggles and successes of the disabled
community in Hollywood. Academy
governor and Oscar-winning actress
Whoopi Goldberg will provide an
introduction, and Oscar-winning
actress Marlee Matlin will host threepanel discussions. oscars.org.

18th Street Arts

Enjoy “Building Networks of
Empathy,” an exhibit running from
Monday, Oct. 26, through Tuesday,
Dec. 15, at the 18th Street Arts Center.
The exhibition is the second of a twopart show that considers the ways art
empowers viewers. The first part of the
show is an ongoing online-only exhibition titled “Facing Darkness,” which
encouraged artists to reflect internally on
the pandemic, isolation and structural
inequity. For “Building Networks of
Empathy,” which will be physically
installed, the artists were asked to
respond to how they have changed as a
result of their inner reflections. Works

by
Alexandra
Dillon, Deborah
Lynn
Irmas,
Luigia Gio Martelloni, Rebecca
Setareh,
M.
Susan Broussard,
Julia Michelle
Dawson, Lionel Popkin, Ameeta Nanji,
Siru Wen, Elham Sagharchi, Debra
Disman, Luciana Abait, Sheila
Karbassian, Daniela Schweitzer, Joan
Wulf, Loren Harris-Heller, Nung-Hsin
Hu and Susie McKay Krieser will be
on display. 3026 Airport Ave.
18thstreet.org.

Beverly Hills
Chamber

Join the Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce for a virtual “Get To
Know Your Chamber” event on
Tuesday, Oct. 27, from 9 to 10:30
a.m., via Zoom. The chamber will
welcome new, current and future
members. Learn about the benefits of
membership that can help businesses
achieve success. Participation is free.
beverlyhillschamber.com.

Fairfax schools
recruitment fair

The Fairfax Community of Schools, a
network of 16 Los Angeles Unified
School District schools representing
9,000 students in transitional kindergarten through 12th grade, is holding an
online recruitment fair on Wednesday,
Oct. 28, at 6 p.m. Schools represented
include Fairfax High School, LACES
(Los Angeles Center for Enriched
Studies), West Hollywood Elementary
and Hancock Park Elementary.
lausd.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_S
quS79aGRDWE-aL0wFMcpQ.

Spooky trivia

The El Capitan Theatre is holding a
virtual “El Cap Throwback: Movie
Trivia” program on Thursday, Oct.
29, at 5 p.m.
Enjoy familyfriendly
fun
with spookythemed movie
trivia. Players
must register in
advance and the
cost is $10 per
log-in. Sales will close at 3 p.m. on
Oct. 29. (800)347-6396, elcapitantheatre.com/spooktacularseason.
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Looking ahead to what’s ‘Next’ for Hollywood
BY CAMERON KISZLA

The Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce virtually hosted its 2020
Economic Development Summit
on Oct. 15. This year’s event,
“Hollywood Next – Adapting and
Transforming into a New Urban
Environment,” brought together
local leaders, business people and
experts from across the country to
discuss what’s in store for an area
facing simultaneous and interacting
challenges with homelessness, the
threat to brick-and-mortar commerce from the internet, the
COVID-19 pandemic and the resultant economic downturn.
During a fireside chat, John
Kilroy, president and CEO of Kilroy
Realty, grabbed the attention of
many of the events’ organizers and
attendees with his criticism of local
leaders and their handling of homelessness and public safety issues.
Kilroy claimed the thousands of
people experiencing homelessness
in the streets of Los Angeles hurt
the quality of life of residents and
will reduce the ability for local
businesses to thrive.
“I’m 71 years old. I was born here.
I’ve lived here all my life … I can tell
you today, I would not invest another
dollar in Los Angeles County anywhere without a change in policy,
and I’m beginning to feel that way
about San Francisco and generally
about California,” Kilroy said.
Kilroy singled out Mayor Eric
Garcetti and Los Angeles City
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District, who briefly spoke to open
the event that morning. Kilroy
addressed Garcetti and O’Farrell

directly, saying Angelenos “need
you to be active” in cleaning up the
streets so the business community
and residents can thrive.
“We need you to be active.
Leadership is everything, and I
have got to tell you, I’m not seeing
it. I’m seeing poor leadership,”
Kilroy said.
Kilroy added that he will “spend
my last dollar fighting for
California” and mount campaigns
against government officials who
are unable to make progress on
“homelessness and lawlessness,”
which Kilroy said “will be much
more destructive [than COVID-19]
because it will be with us forever if
we don’t act quickly.”
Kilroy’s arguments had some in
the event’s chat box requesting that
he mount a run for mayor.

“Full recovery
cannot happen until
we get the disease
fully contained, and
that has not
happened yet.”
-Chris Thornberg,
founding partner of
Beacon Economics

A separate panel discussed the
state of the retail industry in
Hollywood, with a particular focus
put on the effects of the pandemic.
Between the lack of in-person customers due to COVID-19 and the

continued growth of online shopping, a dire situation is playing out,
the panelists said. Michael Berne,
president of MJB Consulting, said
this holiday season “could be make
or break” for many businesses,
especially small businesses.
“How long do you keep trying to
hang on? … I’m surprised that the
[economic] carnage hasn’t been
greater,” he said.
In New York City’s Times
Square, which moderator and
Hollywood Partnership President
and CEO Kristopher Larson compared to the Hollywood Walk of
Fame, visitors are still down 70% of
where they would normally be, said
Ellen Goldstein, vice president of
policy, planning and research for
the Times Square Alliance.
However, she pointed out that there
could be some opportunities for
businesses amid the devastation.
For instance, New York City residents often disdain the touristheavy Times Square, she said, but
they frequent the nearby Broadway
theaters, so the Times Square community could reexamine how to
reach local customers.
“Maybe this is an opportunity to
think about and work with our landlords about … how can we change
that experience? … This period of
reinvention and recovery will be an
opportunity for us,” she said.
Walk of Fame retailers have
already begun trying new ideas.
Brian Mariotti, the CEO of Funko,
noted that their store near the
Hollywood Pantages Theatre continues to see a great deal of in-person shopping, which sometimes is
enough to create lines out the door.

photo by Cameron Kiszla

The retail market in Hollywood has seen success when businesses create in-person experiences for customers.

Mariotti credited marketing tools
that appeal to users of social media,
such as photo opportunities that
allow customers to create content
for their Instagram followers, for
Funko’s success in Hollywood.
“We spend an inordinate amount
of money creating an experience
within the store … We create exclusive content that you can only get at
the Hollywood store,” he said.
Despite the economic hardships
and a changing marketplace, the
desire for in-person shopping won’t
ever fully go away, added Davon
Barbour, vice president of economic development for the Hollywood
Partnership.
“There will always be retail,
whether it’s driven by need or more
by want,” he said.
Most all of the plans for the
future, however, will depend on the
ongoing pandemic, according to
Chris Thornberg, founding partner

of consulting and research firm
Beacon Economics, who presented
the closing keynote address.
“Full recovery cannot happen
until we get the disease fully contained, and that has not happened
yet. We’re in the middle of a third
surge,” Thornberg said.
The comparisons to recessions
and depressions are inaccurate,
Thornberg said, and the current
economic downturn is more similar
to what happens after a natural disaster. As an example, he pointed out
that the sales of goods are still
“going crazy,” even though people
can’t spend their money on services
due to safety measures put in place
to protect public health.
Thornberg also made the case that
the first economic stimulus package
that came from the federal government was “more than enough, and
See Hollywood page 30
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Fire claims victim’s
life in Hollywood

photo by Cameron Kiszla

A female victim died on Oct. 14 during a fire in a single unit at an
assisted living facility in Hollywood, according to authorities. The fire
occurred at approximately 10:40 p.m. in the building at 1776 N. Las
Palmas Ave., near Yucca Street. Firefighters rescued the 60-year-old
occupant from the unit, but she died later at a hospital. The incident
remains under investigation per Los Angele Fire Department protocols. No further information was provided.

Westside robberies prompt
public warning from police
By edwin folven
The Los Angeles Police
Department is warning the public
about a violent robbery suspect
who has targeted victims in the
local area and throughout the
westside.
The robbery spree began on
Sept. 15 and includes at least 14
victims, said Detective Chris
Marsden, with the LAPD’s
Robbery-Homicide Division. The
suspect, described as Black man
in his 20s driving a grey or silver
full-sized pickup, is considered
armed and dangerous. He carries
a handgun and has fired twice at
victims and missed.
“That’s why we want to get it
out there to the public. This guy is
pretty aggressive,” Marsden
added. “He is targeting people
alone during hours of darkness.
Some people were exercising or
jogging, and some were just
standing on the sidewalk.”
The crimes have occurred in
the Beverly Grove, Fairfax,
Carthay Circle and Mid-Wilshire
districts, as well as Mar Vista,

West Adams, Picfair Village,
Westchester, Crestview, Faircrest
Heights and Palms. The suspect
drives up, stops unexpectedly and
confronts victims, Marsden said.
Sometimes, he exits the truck to
commit the robbery. Other times,
he has driven up and asked questions or convinced victims to
approach the truck, and then robs
them through the window, he
added. The suspect has primarily
stolen phones.
“He has been all over the
place,” Marsden said. “There is
no pattern.”
Police are cautioning people to
be aware of their surroundings
and stay in well-lit areas. Be careful when people ask for directions
and always reply from a distance,
never getting too close to a car.
Marsden said there may be
additional victims who haven’t
reported the robberies to police.
Anyone who has been a victim or
has information is urged to call
(213)486-6840. During weekends and off-hours, call the
LAPD’s
hotline
at
(877)LAPD247.

Help sought in finding Wilshire
Division robbery suspects
Detectives from the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Wilshire
Division are seeking the public’s
help in identifying two male suspects who robbed a victim on Sept.
26 outside a convenience store in
the 5000 block of Pico Boulevard.
The robbery occurred at approximately 10:50 a.m. as the victim
exited a convenience store and
walked through a parking lot.
Two suspects approached the
victim, physically assaulted him
and stole money before fleeing in a
late model, red two-door Honda
Civic with a California license
plate ending in “2.”

The driver was described as a
Hispanic man in his 40s wearing a
black T-shirt, black shorts and red
shoes.
The passenger was Black, in his
40s and wore a blue baseball cap,
white T-shirt and orange reflective
vest.
To view security camera video
footage of the robbery, visit lapdonline.org.
Anyone with information about
the crime is urged to call Wilshire
Division robbery detectives at
(213) 922-8217. During weekends
and off hours, call the
(877)LAPD247.

Man arrested after stand-off at Paramount Pictures
By edwin folven

Authorities have identified a sexual assault suspect who allegedly
barricaded himself inside a building
on the Paramount Pictures studios
lot during a stand-off with police on
Oct. 18 as Bryan Gudiel Barrios, 36,
of Fullerton.
Barrios was taken into custody
shortly after midnight on Oct. 19
after evading police for more than
two hours, police said. The suspect
was wanted by detectives from the
city of Fullerton for an alleged sexual assault of a minor that occurred
in that city. After learning he
worked on the Paramount Pictures
studios lots, investigators went there
on a stake-out.
At approximately 10 p.m. on Oct.
18, Fullerton investigators and Los
Angeles Police Department officers
located Barrios near the intersection
of Plymouth Boulevard and
Melrose Avenue, near an entrance to
the studio lot. Authorities attempted
to arrest Barrios, but he pulled out a
knife, police said. Officers used a
Taser, bean bag rounds and other
less-than-lethal measures to subdue
Barrios, but he continued to resist,

photo by Edwin Folven

Police first made contact with the suspect at Melrose Avenue and
Plymouth Boulevard, near the studio’s gate.

police said. During the attempt to
arrest the suspect, an LAPD officer
fired a shot but nobody was struck,
said LAPD spokesman Drake
Madison.
Barrios broke free from the officers and ran onto the Paramount
Pictures lot before barricading himself inside a building, said Corporal
Billy Phu, with the Fullerton Police
Department. Authorities called in a

police negotiator who convinced
Barrios to surrender, Phu said. It
was unclear whether Barrios was an
employee or worked for a contractor at the studio lot, he said.
The suspect was suffering from
self-inflicted knife wounds when he
was arrested and was taken to a hospital for treatment. Phu said when
Barrios recovers, he will be booked
for felony sexual assault of a minor.

D.A.’s office warns about telemedicine scams
The Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office is warning the
public to beware of criminals offering free video-aided physician
exams.

In the telemedicine scams, perpetrators promise consumers that a
video appointment will be covered
by their health insurance. Instead,
they take the victim’s health insur-

ance information and file bogus
medical claims while the consumers may receive no services.
Report suspicious activity by visiting insurance.ca.gov.
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Hearing continued for senior housing project
n WeHo Planning

Commission delayed
after death of opponent

BY LAURA COLEMAN
The West Hollywood Planning
Commission unanimously agreed
to continue the planned public hearing for a new senior housing facility
at 923-931 N. Palm Ave. until Nov.
19.
Local residents currently living
in the properties set for redevelopment and others had implored the
commission to delay the hearing so
they could mourn the sudden death
of Duff Bennett, who had spearheaded opposition to the project for
the past four years and died just
days before the Oct. 15 meeting.
“A lot of people have reached out
on this project. It’s one of the
largest public inputs on a project
I’ve seen in the last four years,”
Commission Chair Adam Bass
said. “Hearing all of the public
speakers at the same time on [Nov.]
19 and then getting all those comments at the same time just makes it
a cleaner process for everyone.”
In furtherance of developing the
33,460-square-foot project, which
includes construction of a fourstory senior housing facility containing 48 senior units with a onelevel subterranean parking garage,
Dylan Investment Properties plans
to rehabilitate two single-family
bungalows built in 1902 at 927 and
931 Palm Ave., which were designated as historic landmarks in 2013.
A third bungalow, which is also
over a century old and marked as

the onetime residence of former
LGBTQ activist Marsha Johnson,
will be torn down as part of the
redevelopment.
The staff report stated: “Staff
supports the project, given that the
proposed work will help preserve
the cultural resources without
impacting their integrity and provide a needed housing type in the
city.”
The project’s most recent hearing
before the Historic Preservation
Commission resulted in a 3-3 vote
on July 27. Commissioner Ed
Levin, the project’s architect,
recused himself from the vote, as he
had for all commission discussions
on the project.
Since Levin originally filed the
project application with the city on
March 22, 2016, the project has
twice been heard by the Historic
Preservation Commission.
The proposal includes demolishing the existing residential units at
923 N. Palm Ave. along with all
non-historic accessory structures
and rear additions. The bungalow at
927 Palm Ave. will be transformed
to serve as a reception area for the
facility, and the bungalow at 931
Palm Ave. will function as a
detached residence, for a total of 49
senior units. The new four-story, Lshaped building is envisioned to
create a backdrop for the two historic bungalows, according to the
staff report.
“Unfortunately, not much has
changed to lessen concerns that
both the Historic Preservation
Commission (HPC) and the community have previously raised
about the massing, the height, the

look and feel, and the impact on
cultural resources and on the environment of this project in West
Hollywood’s historic Old Sherman
neighborhood,”
the
West
Hollywood Preservation Alliance
wrote in anticipation of the meeting.
WHPA Board President Victor
Omelczenko highlighted three specific issues the alliance had with the
project: it “skirts” existing standards for new construction within
the boundaries of historic properties, the proposed L-shaped main
building “looms” above the historic
bungalows and removes trees and
open spaces that have “characterized the Palm Avenue neighborhood
since 1902,” and the Historic
Preservation Commission has now
voted twice against the project “and
the preservation community agrees
that the new development needs
some serious retooling.”
“The houses, the landscape, the
open space, the kind of environmental setting of this old Sherman
neighborhood where there’s still
three contiguous parcels that are
over a century old reflecting the
kind of history that West
Hollywood sprang from, that’s the
concern of the Preservation
Alliance,” Omelczenko said.
The Planning Commission Design
Review Subcommittee also reviewed
the project publicly on July 9.
Following the Oct. 15 meeting,
Dylan Investments Vice President
James Stevens underscored that the
project is intended to fill a “much
needed” void of supportive senior
housing and that the bulk of residents would be people who currently reside in West Hollywood.

photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

A proposal for a senior care facility on Palm Avenue heads to the
Planning Commission in November.

“There’s currently a lack of
assisted living options for older
adults for people in the community,” he said. “The idea for us is to
bring the culture of West
Hollywood into our buildings.”
“We’re trying to do a positive
thing,” he added. “We know there
are at least 2,100 [West Hollywood
residents] over 65 – [our project’s]
supply is 70 beds; that’s a very limited supply for the demand that’s
going to be there or is coming.”
Stevens said they planned to keep
the developed property “forever”
and would partner with Caden
Senior Living, which is based out
of Scottsdale, Arizona, to run the
facility. In addition, he said that
they would specifically market the
facility to local residents.
While Stevens said that at least
two trees would be removed from
the site – with replacement trees
added – a century-old tree at the

front of the project would remain.
“We’re adding more than we’re
removing,” he said, noting that they
would be working with a landscape
architect to further create a “beautiful garden” in the back that would
be particularly helpful in elevating
seniors’ moods.
In recommending the project, the
West Hollywood staff report highlighted the community opposition.
“Staff received 33 written public
correspondence on the subject project, including 10 during the 2017
HPC meetings and 23 at the time
this staff report was published. The
majority of the public comments
are in opposition of the project,
while two earlier comments during
the 2017 HPC meetings express
support,” the staff report stated.
An Oct. 12 email sent from Eric
Bladh representing the residents of
See Senior page 31
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Hollywood Rec Center could be used for shelter
n O’Farrell wants to use

facility while it’s closed
for COVID-19, renovation

BY EDWIN FOLVEN
The city of Los Angeles is exploring the possibility of building innovative temporary housing for homeless individuals on the fields and
basketball courts surrounding the
Hollywood Recreation Center.
The City Council on Oct. 20
approved a motion by Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, asking city departments to report on the
feasibility of using the site along
Santa Monica Boulevard between
Wilcox Avenue and Cahuenga
Boulevard for housing. The recreation center, aquatics center and
surrounding park space have been
closed since the COVID-19 public
health emergency was declared in
March. The city had already
planned an extensive renovation of
the recreation center’s main building, which houses a gymnasium and
office, and the project is anticipated
to be completed during the next two
to three years. Because the entire
property is currently closed during
the pandemic and would remain
closed for the renovation project,
O’Farrell said it provides an opportunity to use the site to address one
of the most pressing problems facing Hollywood – homelessness.
“The Hollywood Rec Center has
been undergoing years of transformation. The next big transformation

is to actually demolish the current
structure. It’s among the oldest of
the Department of Recreation and
Parks’ facilities; it actually has a
fireplace in the gym and that’s how
they used to heat the building,”
O’Farrell said. “My argument is
since it is going to be out of commission, that we should use it as a
temporary facility for people experiencing homelessness. If you go in
a half-mile radius from there north
and south, east and west, you have
homeless encampments and homelessness. We could house, perhaps,
all of the folks in the area temporarily. We wouldn’t be displacing anybody because the entire recreation
and parks facility is going to be out
of use.”

“It’s a humanitarian
crisis. We really
have to think
broadly and look for
every opportunity,
especially when
there is a match
like this, to see
what we can do.”
-Mitch O’Farrell,
Los Angeles City Councilman
The councilman said the city is
considering pre-fabricated, singleunit living spaces on the grounds

Raman, Ryu tout endorsements

With less than two weeks until
voters make their choice for Los
Angeles City Council member
from the 4th District, incumbent
David Ryu and challenger Nithya
Raman have received key
endorsements.
Former Democratic presidential nominee and former
Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton endorsed Ryu.
“Hillary Clinton is a champion
for women’s rights, for children
and for a more just and fair
democracy,” Ryu said. “She is an
icon, she is a trailblazer and she
has delivered real tangible
change for the most vulnerable in
our society. I was proud to be one
of the over 65 million Americans
to support her candidacy for president of the United States, and I
am beyond humbled to have her
support in my campaign.”
Ryu was also endorsed by
Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi (D-San Francisco).
“Nancy Pelosi is a leader who
knows how to get things done,”
Ryu said. “She helped pass
Obamacare into law, expanding
healthcare coverage for millions
of Americans. She has reined in
Wall Street, led the repeal of the
discriminatory ‘don’t ask, don’t
tell’ policy, and successfully beat
back attempts to privatize Social
Security. She knows how to
move this country forward. I am
proud to call her my speaker and
honored to have her support in
this race.”
In addition, the Los Angeles
Times endorsed Ryu.
“Ryu has impressed during his
first term with his willingness to
listen, learn and respond, and to
fight the good fight in the face of
opposition from defenders of the
status quo. He’s earned a second
term,” the newspaper said in its

endorsement.
Ryu has also been endorsed by
Planned Parenthood Advocacy
Project Los Angeles County
Action Fund, Los Angeles
County Democratic Party, Sierra
Club, L.A. County Federation of
Labor, more than two dozen labor
unions and over 300 community
leaders in District 4.
Raman was endorsed by former candidate for president and
U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders (IVermont).
“I can’t tell you how much that
means to me,” Raman said. “He
was the person who showed me
the possibilities of politics. He
proved that, just by leading with
values, we can build lasting
movements for change. Thank
you, Bernie.”
Raman also received an
endorsement from Sarah Kate
Levy, who finished third in the
March election.
“Sarah Kate Levy’s courage,
passion for progressive change
and longtime commitment to
fighting for the rights of women
are such an inspiration to me,”
Raman said. “Although we were
competing in the primary against
one another, we saw eye to eye
on many important issues facing
the city, and I’m so grateful for
her support in this race.”
“Nithya Raman is the candidate
I trust,” Levy said. “She’s got the
skills and experience to lead L.A.
out of crisis and build a sustainable, welcoming city for all.”
Raman has also been endorsed
by the Working Families Party,
the Democratic Socialists of
America, the National Women’s
Political Caucus, the Los Angeles
League of Conservation Voters,
the Progressive Asian Network
for Action, UAW Western States
Region 8 and others.

surrounding the current buildings.
A similar project is currently under
construction in North Hollywood,
he said. The units would be approximately 12 feet by 12 feet and
would give each person an individual room, as opposed to the shared
dormitory-type layout at other nearby temporary shelters. O’Farrell
envisions up to 100 units on the
property.
The project would be paid for
with federal Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security Act
funding and other government
sources. He said two of the most
important and costly components of
building a new project – water and
electricity – are already available at
the site. It’s just a matter of running
new power lines to the units,
O’Farrell added.
The aquatics center, which
reopened in 2015 after an extensive
renovation but will remain closed
for the next couple of years during
the main recreation center project,
has showers and restrooms for
occupants of the housing. The site
would also have comprehensive
case management to link people to
resources and permanent housing,
as well as 24-hour security,
O’Farrell said.
The cost is unknown and is one
of the things to be studied by city
departments and included in a
report on the overall project due
back to the City Council at a future
date. O’Farrell hopes to have the
report back as soon as possible, and
would like to have the units
installed and open by early next
year.

photo by Edwin Folven

The grounds surrounding the Hollywood Recreation Center building are under
consideration as a site for temporary housing for homeless individuals.

“Let’s solve two problems. Let’s
build a state-of-the art recreation
center and temporarily house folks
who are currently declining rapidly
on the surrounding sidewalks,”
O’Farrell said. “It’s a humanitarian

crisis. We really have to think
broadly and look for every opportunity, especially when there is a
match like this, to see what we can
do. Let’s bring them under a roof
and get them services.”

Notable quotes

“I shall be telling this with a sigh somewhere ages and ages hence:
two roads diverged in a wood, and I took the one less traveled by, and
that has made all the difference.”
“The Road Not Taken,” 1916 st. 4
Robert Frost
1874-1963

(source: “Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations”)
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COVID-19 recovery at home possible for most
A new study shows that the vast
majority of patients who visited the
Ruth and Harry Roman Emergency
Department at Cedars-Sinai with
suspected COVID-19 symptoms
and were treated and sent home to
recuperate recovered within a week.
The study, published by the
Journal of the American College of
Emergency Physicians Open,
showed that none of those patients
died from the virus and fewer than
1% required intensive care.
“When the pandemic began, there
was minimal evidence to guide us as
to who should be hospitalized and
who could be sent home,” said Dr.
Sam Torbati, co-chair and medical
director of the Ruth and Harry
Roman Emergency Department at
Cedars-Sinai. “In real time, we
began developing our criteria for
who needed hospitalization for
monitoring, intensive care and who
could recover at home. And this
study shows our patients received
the appropriate level of care.”
In the retrospective study,
researchers looked at the outcomes
of 452 patients who sought care at
the Emergency Department for
COVID-19 symptoms between
March 12 and April 6.
The study showed that the patients,
with a median age of 38, had experienced flu-like symptoms two to three
days before they went to the emer-

Garcetti
announces
NASA grant to
improve air
measurements
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
announced on California Clean Air
Day, Oct. 7, that the city of Los
Angeles has been awarded a $1.3 million grant to lead NASA’s “Predicting
What We Breathe” project – a new
initiative that utilizes NASA’s existing satellite equipment to better
understand, predict and address airquality impacts in Los Angeles.
“Clean air is a fundamental
human right for people everywhere,
and securing it starts at home, with
bold steps to fight air pollution and
protect the health of communities
left to deal with the consequences
of dirty air for far too long,”
Garcetti said. “Our partnership with
NASA hands our city another vital
tool to predict air quality in our
neighborhoods, measure the effectiveness of our efforts to clean our
air, create a model for counterparts
worldwide and deliver on our
promise of equity and sustainability
in Los Angeles.”
NASA’s investment will fund two
years of research to devise a platform
that integrates data from ground- and
spaced-based air-quality measurements. When complete, the model
will be able to provide local officials
with new information to predict local
air quality, issue more effective onthe-ground intervention tactics and
receive detailed feedback on the
impact of current efforts to reduce air
pollution citywide.
“Predicting What We Breathe” is
a partnership between a group of
public, private and academic organizations, including the city of Los
Angeles, NASA, the Southern
California Air Quality Management
District and others.

gency department. After being given
a comprehensive care plan and then
discharged home, it took an average
of between five and seven days for
patients to recover at home.
“What we learned from the study
is that outpatient management is
safe for most COVID-19 patients
who have normal vital signs and no
comorbidities,” said first author Dr.
Carl Berdahl. “However, patients
should be instructed to return to the
emergency department for worsening symptoms, including labored
breathing.”
The study, which showed that no
patients died, also found that 61%
of the patients in the sample had no

comorbidities, 13% of patients who
were sent home came back to the
emergency department for additional care and the inpatient admission
rate at 30 days was 4%, with fewer
than 1% of patients requiring intensive care.
“The takeaway for the public is
that emergency clinicians can safely
and readily identify patients with
COVID-19 who are safe for outpatient monitoring,” Torbati said.
“Those who meet criteria for discharge are at very low risk of getting
worse and requiring hospitalization.”
Cedars-Sinai is located at 8700
Beverly Blvd. For information, visit
cedars-sinai.org.

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

Cedars-Sinai’s Ruth and Harry Roman Emergency Department was the
subject of a study published by the Journal of the American College of
Emergency Physicians Open.
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Academy Museum names new executive
The Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures announced on Oct.
19 that scholar, programmer and
educator Jacqueline Stewart has
been named chief artistic and programming officer. In this new executive position, Stewart will lead
strategy and planning for the
Academy Museum’s curatorial,
educational and public-programming initiatives, including exhibitions, screenings, symposia, publications, workshops and K-12 programs. Stewart will join the museum in January and will report to
Director and President of the
Academy Museum Bill Kramer.
“Jacqueline Stewart is a powerful
leader in the film world,” Kramer
said. “Her inspiring history of
scholarship, teaching, programming, building community partnerships and archival work combined
with her dedication to inclusivity
and accessibility make her an ideal
leader for the museum. With her
remarkable ability to engage the
public and her commitment to
showcasing the diverse and fascinating history of the movies, she
will be a vital part of our mission to
advance the understanding, celebration and preservation of cinema.”
Stewart joins the Academy
Museum from the University of
Chicago Department of Cinema
and Media Studies, where she
teaches American film history,

photo courtesy of Turner Classic Movies

Jacqueline Stewart

specializing in African-American
cinema from the silent era to the
present. Stewart also is the director
of the university’s Arts + Public
Life initiative, which provides
platforms for artists and access to
arts programming through artist
residencies, arts education, creative entrepreneurship and artistled programs and exhibitions. She
currently serves on the curatorial
advisory committee for the
Academy Museum’s upcoming
exhibition “Regeneration: Black

Cinema 1898-1971,” which
explores the visual culture of
Black cinema from its early days
to just after the civil rights movement.
An award-winning writer,
Stewart is the author of “Migrating
to the Movies: Cinema and Black
Urban Modernity,” a study of
African Americans and silent cinema, and was the co-editor of “L.A.
Rebellion: Creating a New Black
Cinema”– a landmark study of the
first generation of film-schooltrained Black filmmakers out of
UCLA, including Charles Burnett,
Julie Dash and Haile Gerima.
“As a scholar who researches,
teaches, presents and archives
films, I see how cinema shapes our
understandings of history and culture, of other people and ourselves,
in profound and enduring ways,”
Stewart said. In my work to create
welcoming spaces for people to
experience films, I have seen that
movies have a unique ability to galvanize dialogue and cultivate
empathy. I am excited to join the
Academy Museum team at this
critical moment for the institution,
and for our world, to engage visitors and partners in accessible,
multifaceted conversations about
the history of filmmaking and the
impact that cinema has on our
lives.”
For information, visit academymuseum.org.

Fourth round of Homekey funding announced

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Oct. 9
announced the release of $147 million in the fourth round of awards
for Homekey. The program allocates $600 million to purchase and
rehabilitate housing – including
hotels, motels, vacant apartment
buildings and other properties – and
convert them into permanent, longterm housing for people experienc-
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ing or at risk of homelessness. The
most recent round of Homekey
awards were provided to 12 applicants for 20 projects totaling 1,109
units.
The governor also announced a
partnership
with
Enterprise
Community Partners, a nonprofit
dedicated to developing affordable
housing, to distribute $45 million in
funding – $20 million from Blue
Shield of California and $25 million
from Kaiser Permanente – to support operating subsidies for
Homekey projects. This funding
will provide critical support to local
jurisdictions to ensure that those
housed through this initiative
receive critical services like case
management, job training, substance-abuse counseling and more.
“Behind every allocation we
make for Homekey is the story of a
Californian who will no longer
have to sleep in a tent, in a car or on
the street,” Newsom said. “The
partnerships with local leaders and
their innovative approaches to
homeless solutions are inspiring.
From helping victims of domestic
violence to LGBTQ youth to
seniors, we’ve seen bold proposals
that help a cross section of
Californians struggling to find permanent housing.”
The fourth round of awards
includes $16.1 million for Los
Angeles County for two projects
totaling 145 units that will leverage
Measure H resources and other state
and federal funds to provide supportive services and rental subsidies
to residents.
The city of Los Angeles has also
been awarded more than $39.5 million for six projects totaling 243
units, including five motels and a
multi-family property with more
than 40 units. All will be used
immediately for interim housing
before being converted to permanent housing.
“Confronting and ending home-

Gov. Gavin Newsom

lessness is a team effort, demanding
attention, resources and investment
from cities, counties and our state,
and I want to thank Governor
Newsom for his commitment to this
cause across California,” Los
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti said.
“Los Angeles has taken full advantage of Homekey, submitting applications for 16 properties which, if
approved, will add hundreds of permanent supportive housing units to
our stock and allow us to bring
more of our most vulnerable neighbors indoors.”
The California Department of
Housing
and
Community
Development began accepting
applications for Homekey on July
22. Additional awards are expected
weekly until all $600 million has
been awarded. By the application
deadline of Sept. 29, a total of 147
applications had been received
from 73 entities statewide, with
over $1 billion requested.

rendering by L’Autre Image/©Renzo Piano Building Workshop/©Academy Museum Foundation

The Academy Museum is expected to open on April 30, 2021.

Academy Museum receives
LEED Gold certification

The Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures announced on Oct.
8 that it has been awarded LEED
Gold Certification by the U.S.
Green Building Council for
Building Design and Construction.
LEED – Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design – is the most
widely used green building-rating
system in the world and an international symbol of excellence.
Sustainability design was led by the
museum’s design architect, Renzo
Piano Building Workshop; executive architect Gensler; and Buro
Happold with the support of Atelier
Ten, the museum’s LEED consultant. The plans were executed by
MATT Construction under the
supervision of the museum and
owner representative Paratus
Group.
“The Academy Museum takes
great pride in receiving this important recognition of our commitment
to the well-being of our planet and
our community,” said Bill Kramer,
Academy Museum director and
president. “We look forward to welcoming the public to our environmentally friendly campus next
year.”
The
Academy
Museum’s
300,000-square-foot campus at
Wilshire and Fairfax features a
major restoration and expansion to
a Los Angeles historic-cultural
monument, the 1939 May
Company Building. Renamed the
Saban Building in honor of the
benefactors Cheryl and Haim
Saban, the Streamline Moderne
structure in the heart of the Miracle
Mile neighborhood is adjoined by a
new glass-and-concrete spherical
addition to the north, featuring a
1,000-seat theater and a glassdomed, open-air terrace with views
of the Hollywood Hills.
The Academy Museum building
is the third adaptive-reuse project
undertaken by the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
Adaptive reuse projects extend the
lifespan of existing structures,
reduce waste, conserve resources
and create a smaller carbon footprint than new buildings, as they
relate to materials manufacturing
and transport.
The museum’s sustainability
efforts focus on four primary areas:
energy and atmosphere, including
systems for solar power and waste
reduction programs; environmental
quality, involving high-performance indoor environmental systems, use of low-hazard-emitting
materials, reduced toxicity pest control and a green cleaning program
using reduced-toxicity products and
methods; innovation in design, the
museum’s rideshare pickup and
drop-off point, easy public-transportation access, ample bike racks
and green building education con-

tent that will be accessible on-site
and online after the museum’s
opening on April 30, 2021; and
water efficiency, featuring flowconscious water fixtures and a
storm water reuse system that feeds
irrigation for the museum’s landscaping.
For information, visit academymuseum.org.
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California voters sign up to track their ballot Voter registration deadline passed

More than 2 million registered
California voters have now signed
up for California’s ballot tracking
service “Where’s My Ballot?” to
receive automated notifications
about their vote-by-mail ballots by
email, text or voice call.
“Signing up for ‘Where’s My
Ballot?’ is one of the most prudent
steps Californians can take to protect their vote,” California Secretary
of State Alex Padilla said. “Every
active, registered voter was sent a
vote-by-mail ballot for the general
election, and ballot tracking will
play a critical role in strengthening
transparency, accountability, and
voter confidence during this

unprecedented
election.
All
California voters can quickly and
easily sign up to track their ballot at
wheresmyballot.sos.ca.gov.”
“Ballot tracking has only been
available statewide for a few
months, and we are seeing an incredible adoption rate. Nearly one in 10
registered voters has already signed
up for the ‘Where’s My Ballot?’ tool.
If you’ve already signed-up, encourage your friends and family to do the
same,” Padilla added.
Voters who sign up for “Where’s
My Ballot?” will receive automatic
updates when the county elections
office mailed the voter’s ballot,
received the voter’s ballot and

counted the voter’s ballot, or if the
office has any issues with the
voter’s ballot.
Voters who sign up for “Where’s
My Ballot?” will also receive communications from their county elections office about important election deadlines and critical updates
such as polling place changes.
Assembly Bill 2218, signed
2018, required the Secretary of
State’s office to provide a ballottracking service to county elections
offices. In response to the COVID19 pandemic, Gov. Gavin Newsom
signed legislation to expand the ballot tracking tool statewide.
For information, visit sos.ca.gov.

Target Hollywood to open

The deadline for Californians
to register to vote or update their
voter registration in order to participate in the Nov. 3 general
election has passed.
Voters who missed the Oct. 19
deadline will still have the option
of utilizing same-day voter registration, but will have to do so in
person at their county elections
office or at any in-person voting
location.
Californians must update their
voter registration if they have
moved permanent addresses,
changed their legal name or want
to update their political party
preference.

“If you are unsure of your voter
registration status, you can verify
it at voterstatus.sos.ca.gov,”
California Secretary of State Alex
Padilla said.
Voters who participate in sameday registration will be asked to
fill out a voter registration form
and be provided a ballot. Their
ballots will be counted once the
county office has completed the
voter registration verification
process. Voters can complete the
same-day voter registration
process all the way through
Election Day on Nov. 3.
For information, visit voterstatus.sos.ca.gov.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

Citywide, West Hollywood, California

REQUEST: Amendment to Title 19, West Hollywood Zoning Ordinance, West Hollywood Municipal Code to allow on-site and off-site alcoholic beverage service for
beer, wine and liquor for restaurants in the R3C-C and R4B-C zone districts, West
Hollywood, California.
PERMIT(S): Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits.
photo courtesy of AP Images for Target

After seven years, the Target Hollywood store at the corner of
Sunset and Western boulevards will open on Sunday, Oct. 25, at 8
a.m. Target Hollywood will provide jobs for 260 team members,
many of whom live in Hollywood and adjacent neighborhoods.
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, worked with the neighboring Covenant House International to help secure jobs for their formerly homeless clients. The project was delayed for years due to litigation between the La Mirada Avenue Neighborhood Association
and Target Corporation and the city over the approval process and the
building’s height.
Hours will be 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., daily. The Target Hollywood store
is located at 5500 W. Sunset Blvd.

Mitchell, Wesson face off for
2nd District supervisor seat

Voters in Los Angeles
County’s 2nd District will have a
choice between two established
candidates for the Board of
Supervisors on Nov. 3, as Los
Angeles City Councilman Herb
Wesson Jr., 10th District, and
state Sen. Holly Mitchell (D-Los
Angeles) compete to replace
Supervisor
Mark
RidleyThomas, who is term-limited.
Wesson has served on the
council since 2005, including an
eight-year stint as council president, the first African American
to hold the position. Prior to his
time on the council, Wesson
served in the state Assembly for
six years, including two years as
speaker of the Assembly.
“I’m running for county supervisor to build a greater Los
Angeles for our children and
grandchildren – a Los Angeles
where housing is affordable, our
youth have the tools they need to
succeed and we are able to spend
more time with our families and
less time sitting in traffic,”
Wesson said on his website.
“Together, we can tackle the
biggest issues facing our community today. I will take the lessons
I’ve learned as speaker of the
state Assembly and president of

the Los Angeles City Council to
make Los Angeles an even better
place to live, work and raise a
family.”
Mitchell also served in the
Assembly. She was first elected
in 2010 and served for nearly
three years before she won a special election and joined the state
Senate in 2013.
“Now more than ever, it matters who decides on how we
invest in our communities, provide vital services and protect
future generations … I have
dedicated my career to addressing the issues that impact county
residents and Californians
across the state,” Mitchell said
on her website. “As a state
Senator and chair of the Budget
Committee, my expertise in creating policy solutions and guiding the budget for the fifth
largest economy in the world,
has meant progressive reforms
and funding to meet the real
needs of local communities.
Join me in upholding our collective responsibility to believe in
and fight for the best Los
Angeles County has to offer.”
For information, visit wessonforsupervisor2020.com and hollyjmitchell.com.

APPLICANT(S):

City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, November 5, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.
Given the local, state and nation state of emergency, this meet
ing will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed instructions
for participation included on the posted agenda).

ZONES:

R3C-C and R4B-C Zoning Districts

ENVIRONMENTAL Categorically exempt from the provisions of the California EnSTATUS:
vironmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section §15061
(Review for Exemption).
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and state of emergency, City Hall is currently
closed. The staff report will be available on Thursday, October 29, 2020 on-line at
www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or
in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the Public
Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of
the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to
express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Antonio Castillo, Senior Planner in the
Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:
acastillo@weho.org
Yvonne Quarker, City Clerk
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на русском
языке звоните: 3238486826.
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League of Women Voters illuminates ballot measures
By Laura CoLeman
To better inform voters about the
myriad propositions on the Nov. 3
ballot, Mona Field, co-president of
the Los Angeles League of Women
Voters, held a virtual forum in partnership with the Ebell of Los
Angeles on Oct. 8 covering the 12
propositions and one county measure.
The forum, which was held on
the centennial year of the 19th
Amendment, which gave women
the right to vote, marked the fourth
year that Field, the author of
“California Government and
Politics Today,” held a propositions
forum for members and friends of
the Ebell, which was founded 126
years ago by women for women.

Proposition 14 –
Stem Cell Research
The $5.5 billion state bond for
stem cell and other medical
research dedicates $1.5 billion to
finding cures for diseases including
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s and cancer. Increased state costs to repay
the bond money is estimated at
about $260 million per year over
the next 30 years.
Voters last supported funding a
state-sponsored stem cell research
institute in 2004 with Prop. 71,
which established the California
Institute of Regenerative Medicine.
Since that time, billions of dollars
have been spent through the institute, and Proposition 14 would
renew funding.
“What is happening is that the
same gentlemen who put that on the
ballot in 2004 is now putting this on
the ballot to get new tax money,”
Field explained. “There is some
concern that there’s not enough
public oversight of the agency that
runs this. And that there’s actually a
fair amount of conflict of interest
going on.”
Field highlighted that Robert
Klein, who initiated both Prop. 71
and became chairman of the institute’s governing board when it was
established, has contributed $5 million in furtherance of Prop. 14 with
various individual donors contributing an additional $4.5 million.
Opponents, by contrast, did not
raise enough to be listed by the Fair
Political Practices Commission.
“Between the dollars sent into the
yes side and the very heart-wrenching appeals to our goodwill to
defeat disease, you can see, there’s
an edge there with the proponents,”
Field said.

Proposition 15 –
Taxes on Commercial
Property
Prop. 15 would change one part
of Prop. 13 by increasing property
taxes on commercial properties
worth more than $3 million. In
changing the rules for taxes on
commercial property, local governments and schools are estimated to
get $6.5 billion to $11.5 billion in
new funding if the proposition
passes.
“This is a property tax change,”
Field clarified. “Before Prop. 13,
your county collected property
taxes – that is still true – and the
taxes were based on the current
value of the property, whether it
was a home, an office building,
Dodger Stadium or Disneyland.
And what happened when we
passed Prop. 13 (in 1978) is we
said, ‘nothing will be reassessed

until a change of ownership.’”
“It will be the largest tax increase
in the history of California, and the
fear is those larger corporations,
upon having a much higher property tax, might pass the costs on to
consumers,” she added.

Proposition 16 –
Allow Public Agencies to
Consider Diversity
Essentially, Prop. 16 brings about
the return of affirmative action
when making decisions about public education and public employment, which became illegal 1996. If
successful, the proposition will permit government decision-making
policies to consider race, sex, color,
ethnicity or national origin to
address diversity by repealing the
constitutional provision prohibiting
such policies.
“This one is something that raises
eyebrows,” Field said. “Prop. 16
would reverse Prop. 209 and once
again make it possible for public
agencies to consider diversity factors when we hire public employees, admit students to our public
universities and when people are
given contracts to provide a public
service to any public agency.”

Proposition 17 –
Voting Rights for
People on Parole
One of two propositions that
have to do with voting rights, Prop.
17 would allow people on parole to
vote. In addition to restoring voting
rights upon completion of a prison
term, the proposition allows certain
people on parole the ability to run
for public office. According to
Voter’s Edge California, a joint project of the League of Women Voters
of California Education Fund and
MapLight, approximately 50,000
people in California are on parole,
which on average lasts three years.
“The fiscal impact is relatively
minor,” Field said. “The pro and
con are quite simple. People who
are concerned about restorative justice and rehabilitation believe that if
you’ve done your time, the minute
you’re out, you’re on parole, you
have requirements, but you should
be able to vote. And the ‘no’ side
would say that parole is an extension of that sentence.”

Proposition 18 –
Voting Rights for
17-Year-Olds
Prop. 18 would allow 17-yearolds to vote in primary elections or
special elections if they will be 18
by the general election in
November. Currently, while 17year-olds can pre-register to vote in
California (as long as they are U.S.
citizens), they can only vote if they
have turned 18 by Election Day.
“This is one of civic engagement;
let’s make sure our youth get
involved and vote as soon as possible. And the con [side is] mostly
concerned with the maturity of
teenagers,” Field described.

Proposition 19 –
Changes in
Property Tax Rules
Prop. 19 allows homeowners
who are over 55, disabled or victims of wildfires or disasters to
transfer their primary residence’s
tax base to a replacement residence.

It also changes the taxation of family property transfers and establishes a fire protection services fund.
“What Prop. 19 would do would
be to allow homeowners to sell a
home, relocate within California …
anywhere in the state and keep that
original property tax,” Field
explained in detailing how homeowners over 55 can keep a lower
property tax if they relocate to certain California counties. “It would
certainly benefit older homeowners
who choose to take advantage …
and it would add needed resources
to our firefighting programs.”
However, Field said it would
likely increase the economic disparity between the older generation
and younger people.

Proposition 20 –
Changes to Criminal
Penalties and Parole
Prop. 20 would undo parts of the
crime laws passed by lawmakers
and voters over the past 10 years
which have reduced punishments
for people convicted of some nonviolent crimes, and reclassify certain “petty theft” crimes as felonies.
Prop. 20 would also change the factors that can be considered for early
release from prison and limit early
release for people convicted of
some felonies. The state would also
allow the collection of DNA from
adults convicted of some misdemeanor crimes, such as drug possession, shoplifting and domestic
violence.
“Over the last decade, voters in
California have supported propositions … that have reduced the definitions of certain crimes, reduced
the supervision or parole levels of
those released from prison, and
[were] believed to be a form of
criminal justice reform,” Field
explained. “Prop. 20 could certainly result in more people being sent
to prison or staying longer in
prison. In effect, it’s a return to a
more ‘tough on crime’ approach.”

Proposition 21 –
Rent Control
Prop. 21 would allow cities and
counties the option of passing rent
control rules for housing that is
more than 15 years old. State law
currently prevents rent control on
single-family homes and housing
built after Feb. 1, 1995. In addition,
Prop. 21 allows communities the
ability to limit how much a landlord
could increase rent when a new
renter moves in, with landlords
allowed to raise rent by up to 15%
over three years on new renters,
plus any increase allowed by local
law. Prop 21 would only apply to
landlords who own more than two
housing units.
“This is what I call one of the
repeats,” Field said. “It’s very similar to one that we did not support
two years ago.”
Since defeating the last rent-control measure, California housing
costs have continued to rise, trending to be higher than most other
states. Roughly a dozen California
cities (out of around 1,000 cities)
currently have rent control laws that
limit how much landlords can
increase rents each year. Field said
that about half of renters in
California currently benefit from
two statewide rent-control laws
signed by Gov. Gavin Newsom in
the previous two years.
“Current law does limit the ability of local cities to amend their cur-
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The Ebell hosted the forum on measures included on the Nov. 3 ballot.

rent rent control,” Field said. “It
doesn’t impose rent control on the
whole state. It simply gives an
opportunity for cities and counties
to create rent control laws.”

Proposition 22 –
Ride-hailing and
Delivery Drivers
Prop. 22 exempts app-based transportation and delivery companies
from providing employee benefits to
certain drivers. If successful, ridehailing and delivery drivers would
stay as independent contractors.
“It’s about whether people who
work, primarily those employed by
the rideshare companies Lyft and
Uber, will be full employees with
benefits or quasi employees with
some benefits,” Field said.
The ballot measure follows an
unsuccessful lawsuit waged by the
ride-hailing companies after the
California Legislature passed
Assembly Bill 5 in 2019, which
stipulates that ride-hailing drivers
and other types of workers should
be treated as employees, instead of
independent contractors. Prop. 22
would reverse the state law.
“Prop. 22 gives drivers a chance
to be better treated while maintaining their independence; that’s a pro
point of view,” Field said. “The no
side points out that this is not adequate because all workers and drivers have to be full employees with
the proper benefits. And, the no side
points out that this was put on the
ballot and paid for by the corporations’ for-profit motives.”
In working to pass the measure,
she said Lyft has spent $50 million,
Uber and Doordash have each spent
$48 million, Instacart has spent $26
million and Postmates has spent
$11 million.

Proposition 23 –
Kidney Dialysis
Prop. 23 would require dialysis
clinics to have a doctor present during all treatment hours and would
forbid clinics from discriminating
against clients based on their insurance or how they are paying for
treatment. In addition, the proposition requires clinics to report any
dialysis-related infections to the
state every three months and
requires clinics to first get permission from the state before closing or
reducing services.
Field noted that a different version
of a similar ballot measure was
defeated by voters two years ago.
“The ‘for’ is that this protects
patients, making sure a doctor is
there and prevents the clinics from
closing without actually going
through a process with the state,”
she said. “The no side is going to
talk about the fact that the increased

cost is unnecessary because every
patient is under the supervision of
their doctor … and it could increase
costs.”
She highlighted how the
SEIU/United Healthcare Workers
West PAC has spent $5.6 million to
support the proposition. Three private companies have spent a total of
$93 million opposing it, the bulk
representing DaVita’s $60 million
contribution.

Proposition 24 –
Consumer Privacy
Prop. 24 attempts to give people
increased power over their personal
data with consumers allowed to contact companies to prevent them from
sharing or using sensitive personal
information including location data,
health information or private communications. If successful, the
proposition would also create a state
agency to enforce the privacy laws
and issue fines to companies that
break privacy laws.
“I think it’s unfair for us voters to
have to deal with the complexity of
Prop. 24,” Field said. “This is
beyond the expertise of most of us.”
Currently,
the
California
Consumer Privacy Act already
allows consumers to find out what
data companies are collecting about
them, tell a business to stop selling
their personal data and have their
data removed from a company’s
files. Prop 24 would change some of
the current California law such as
allowing consumers to correct personal data, increasing the penalties
for violation of privacy rights of
minors and allowing businesses to
offer “pay for privacy” options.
According to Voter’s Edge
California, the new state agency
would cost California $10 million or
more each year, and enforcing privacy laws would likely cost the state in
the low millions of dollars each year.
“The proponents feel this will
strengthen our current privacy
laws,” Field said. “The opponents
feel this is a giveaway to the technology industry and we already have a
really good privacy law.”

Proposition 25 –
Eliminating Bail
Prop. 25 would get rid of the bail
system that allows people charged
with less-serious crimes to be
released before trial. If the proposition passes, judges would decide if
people charged with more serious
crimes should be released or kept in
jail, based on whether they are considered a danger to the public or
might not return to court.
“It would require the courts,
instead of cash, to assess the individual and the risk of releasing
Continues next page
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Library honors 19th Amendment on new cards
To honor the centennial anniversary of the ratification and adoption
of the 19th Amendment and the
ongoing work toward achieving
equity, Los Angeles County is using
the arts to celebrate. The county’s
Department of Arts and Culture has
collaborated with the Women and
Girls Initiative to commission six
artists to create commemorative artworks, which reflect a diversity of
women and perspectives and highlight themes such as empowerment,
civic engagement, resiliency and the
right to vote. L.A. County Library
has made three of the artworks into
special edition library cards, which
are now available.
These special-edition cards are
available at all L.A. County Library
locations currently offering sidewalk
service during business hours, while
supplies last. The cards function like
a traditional library card, with the
same benefits. Existing library cards
may be exchanged for these designs,
free of charge. To apply for a new
library card or replace a current
library card, customers should call
their nearest library that offers sidewalk service, and they will need to
wear a mask when picking up the
new card.
The Los Angeles County
Department of Arts and Culture has
also made available new digital
downloads of posters of all six artworks, for those who wish to print
and post in their home, office, school
or business. These posters are in

Ballot measures
outlined

them versus the risk of letting them
go home and show up for their
trial,” Field said. “It’s kind of like,
‘released on your own recognizance.’ Meaning, no bail, we
believe you, you'll come back for
the trial.”

Measure J –
Alternatives to
Incarceration
County Measure J is an ordinance amendment placed on the
ballot by a 4-1 vote of the :os
Angeles County Board of
Supervisors. The measure would
require the county to allocate at
least 10% of its budget from locally
generated unrestricted revenue for
community and social services.
“The people in favor say this
tends to support services that
include everything from youth job
programs, healthcare, education, a
lot of services that it is hoped …
will keep people out of the courts
and out of the jails. It’s an alternative-to-incarceration approach to
our county spending,” Field said.
“The opponents worry that this
locks in the budget and that some
day that 10% might be needed for
other very urgent needs.”
While the L.A. County
Democratic Party supports the
measure, as does Re-Imagine LA, a
coalition of nonprofits and justice
advocates, the Association of L.A.
Deputy Sheriffs and the L.A.
County
Professional
Peace
Officers Association both oppose
the measure.
For more information on the ballot measures, visit votersedge.org.
To view recommendations made
by the League of Women Voters,
visit lwvc.org/vote/elections/ballot-recommendations.

addition to downloadable social
media graphics, which can be shared
digitally in advance of the Nov. 3
election and beyond to inspire and
encourage others to exercise their
right to vote.
“These remarkable artworks illustrate the breadth of the movement for
women’s suffrage and our persistence as we continue the fight for full
equality 100 years after the ratification of the 19th Amendment,” said
Los Angeles County Supervisor
Sheila Kuehl, 3rd District. “Every
time someone uses one of these
library cards, it will remind them that

our struggle has a long history, and it
continues still.”
The three commissioned centennial artworks that have been made into
special edition library cards are
“Raise Your Voice” by artist Laura
Vazquez Rodriguez, “Resistance and
Restitution” by artist Moses X Ball
and “Unify” by artist Amy Smith.
The other commissioned artworks
are “Why We Vote” by artist Ragni
Agarwal, “Mary” by photographer
Clarence J. Williams III and “Not
Done Yet” by artist Andrea Monroe.
For information, visit lacountylibrary.org/19thamendment.
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Laura Vazquez Rodriguez’s “Raise Your Voice” will be featured on special-edition Los Angeles County Library cards.
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WeHo shines spotlight on domestic violence
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Scott Froschauer’s artworks are on display along Santa Monica
Boulevard near Holloway Drive.

New neon outdoor artworks
debut on WeHo median

The city of West Hollywood
presents the public art installations “RELAX UR OK” and
“ONE LOVE” by artist Scott
Froschauer on the traffic median
at the intersection of Santa
Monica
Boulevard
and
Holloway Drive, through June
2022.
Using the institutionalized
structure of road signage as inspiration, Froschauer’s “RELAX
UR OK” and “ONE LOVE”
inspire positivity. As a reaction to
surreal and unprecedented distanced-reality,
Froschauer’s
words of hope, love and affirmation stand in stark but positive
relief, welcoming visitors and
residents into one of the most
inclusive cities in the world.
Froschauer has a background

in linguistics and fabrication,
combined with cultural awareness and empathy. His work
strives to provide viewers inspiration and encouragement
toward self-connection and
acceptance. Incorporating playfulness with concepts of connection and empathy, he tries to surprise his audience with new perspectives and unexpected juxtapositions of ideas, materials and
symbols.
The West Hollywood installation is Froschauer’s first foray
into neon art. The installations
are part of the city’s Art on the
Outside project featuring temporary artworks on medians and in
parks.
For
information,
visit
weho.org.

City seeks public input about
future of William S. Hart Park

The city of West Hollywood
invites community members to
participate virtually in shaping
future site improvements at
William S. Hart Park, 8341 De
Longpre Ave.
Outreach for the park’s improvements officially began last
December and included several inperson pop-up community events
at locations throughout the city.
The first outreach findings were
presented in February, however,
remaining events were postponed
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
In September, the city resumed
outreach efforts and presented preliminary
concepts
to
the
Disabilities Advisory Board. As
with every outreach event, community members were encouraged
to share ideas about improvements
to pedestrian and vehicular access
and site amenities within the park.
On Thursday, Oct. 29, at 5:30
p.m., a virtual presentation on the
park improvements will be held
via Zoom. City staff and the consulting landscape architect will
present three conceptual design
plans and 3-D model renderings.
Each concept is sensitive to the
park’s existing topography and
landscape, provides active and
passive areas for park users of all
abilities, takes into consideration
previous community feedback and
illustrates creative design options
to enhance the park experience.

Community members will be
encouraged to participate and
comment on the concept designs.
To participate in the Zoom forum,
visit
zoom.us/j/94258727257.
People can also participate by calling (669)900-6833 and entering
the
meeting
ID
number
94258727257.
Following this community
engagement meeting, revised concept designs will be presented to
the city’s Public Facilities
Commission at its Dec. 9 meeting
before being considered by the
City Council in early 2021.
Currently, the park has many
amenities available to the public
including a fenced off-leash dog
area, AIDS Memorial Garden and
water fountain. The park is surrounded by trees and landscaping
on the property, which also
includes the historic William S.
Hart house and a theater used and
operated by the Actors Studio.
Improvements and upgrades to
the existing buildings will be completed in a separate phase of work.
Hart was an actor during
Hollywood’s Golden Era, considered to be on par with contemporaries like Charlie Chaplin, Mary
Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks.
He was particularly well-known
for appearances in westerns. Hart
died in 1946 at the age of 81.
For
information,
visit
weho.org/hartpark.

In recognition of National
Domestic Violence Awareness
Month in October, the lanterns
above Santa Monica Boulevard
between Robertson Boulevard and
Hancock Avenue in West
Hollywood will be illuminated in
purple through Oct. 27.
The West Hollywood City
Council also presented a proclamation on Oct. 19 to Renee Sotile of
Traipsing Thru Films and Mary Jo
Godges, producers of the music
video “I Remember Nicole.”
Commemorating the memory of
Nicole Brown Simpson, the video
seeks to increase awareness of
domestic violence issues.
According to the National
Coalition
Against
Domestic
Violence, more than 10 million
adults in the United States experience domestic violence annually. On
average, nearly 20 people per minute
are physically abused by an intimate
partner in the United States, according to the coalition. Experts predict
that the COVID-19 pandemic stay at
home orders will likely cause an
increase in the numbers for 2020.
Domestic violence can take many
forms. In addition to physical abuse,
it can include sexual abuse, verbal
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The lanterns above Santa Monica Boulevard will be lit in purple in observance of National Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

abuse, emotional abuse, intimidation, controlling behaviors, isolating
behaviors and economic abuse.
Resources for victims are available by calling the National
Coalition
Against
Domestic
Violence hotline at (800)799-SAFE,
or visit thehotline.org. Help is also
available by calling the Los Angeles
County Domestic Violence hotline at

WeHo hosts vaccination clinic

The city of West Hollywood will
hold an outdoor flu vaccination
clinic for adults on Thursday, Oct.
29, from 9 a.m. to noon, in the
Plummer Park Community Center,

7377 Santa Monica Blvd. The free
flu vaccination clinic will be held in
partnership with Cedars-Sinai
Community Health Improvement.
Nurses from Cedars-Sinai will con-

(800)978-3600. The Los Angeles
LGBT Center offers domestic violence/partner abuse counseling services by calling (323)993-7649. The
Jewish Family Service’s Family
Violence Program provides confidential 24-hour crisis hotlines for
victims of abuse by calling
(310)858-9344.
For information, visit weho.org.
duct screenings and temperature
checks before participants receive a
vaccination. City staff and CedarsSinai nurses will ensure physical
distancing protocols are followed.
Face coverings are required. For
information, call Cedars-Sinai at
(310)423-9596.
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Temporary lane closures needed for subway work
Metro has announced temporary
full closures of Constellation
Boulevard in Century City as part
of Purple Line Extension subway
construction.
The 24-hour closures will block
traffic
along
Constellation
Boulevard east and west of
Avenue of the Stars. The intersection
at Avenue
of
the
Stars/Constellation Boulevard will
remain open on weekdays but will
be closed every weekend through
Nov. 22.
The lane closures will facilitate
station box piling and decking during low-traffic conditions due to
COVID-19 public health orders.
Constellation Boulevard west of
Avenue of the Stars will be restored
by Nov. 22. Constellation
Boulevard east of Avenue of the
Stars will be reopened by Jan. 2.
To stay up to date on subway
construction, join a webinar on
Wednesday, Nov. 4, from noon to
1 p.m. To listen to the webinar, call
(213)279-1001, and use the
Conference ID: 856 953 689#.
Phone participants will not be able
to participate in a live Q&A session during the webinar. To have
questions
answered,
call
(213)922-6934, or email purplelineext@metro.net. Allow 24 hours
for a response. To register, visit
metro.net/projects/notices/events_
purpleline.
Work is also ongoing at other
locations along the route.
Excavation is ongoing for the
future Wilshire/Rodeo subway station. Crews are anticipated to reach

the goal of 100 feet deep by the first
quarter of 2021. Underground work
is occurring 24 hours at the site.
Hauling hours for removing the soil
are 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., and 8 p.m. to 7
a.m., daily.
Wilshire Boulevard has been
reduced to two lanes in each direction between Beverly and Canon
drives, and may be reduced to one
lane in each direction at night.
Near Wilshire/La Cienega and
Wilshire/Gale, station construction
continues 24 hours within staging
yards. Ongoing concrete and
material deliveries to the
Wilshire/La Cienega station box
are anticipated to continue during
the upcoming week. Anticipated
work hours are 4 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Instrumentation is also occurring
in the area.
Eastbound Wilshire Boulevard
may be intermittently reduced to
one lane in the area from 7 a.m. to
4 p.m., and 8 p.m. to 7 a.m., on
weekdays, and 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
weekends, as needed. Gale Drive
will be intermittently closed at
Wilshire Boulevard to support
construction. Access to Gale Drive
will be maintained from San
Vicente Boulevard.
The ongoing station construction
is also impacting the intersection
of Wilshire and San Vicente boulevards. A K-rail enclosure has been
implemented in the center lanes of
the intersection to support tunnel
work.
Eastbound
Wilshire
Boulevard may be intermittently
reduced to a single lane between
Stanley Drive and San Vicente

Boulevard. All left turns in the
intersection of Wilshire and San
Vicente boulevards will be restricted and directional closures will be
implemented on weekends.
At Wilshire/Fairfax, station construction, hauling and concrete
pouring are ongoing. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
San Diego Way and Spaulding
Avenue through summer 2021.
Intermittent lane closures may be
in place to support deck panel
maintenance and soil investigations in the Wilshire/Fairfax station
area. Anticipated work hours are 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and 7 p.m. to 6
a.m., Monday through Friday.
Ogden Drive will be closed intermittently
Monday
through
Saturday at Wilshire Boulevard,
and Orange Grove Avenue remains
closed
south
of
Wilshire
Boulevard.
At Wilshire/La Brea and
Wilshire/Sycamore,
hauling,
deliveries and tunneling support
are ongoing. Work hours are 6
a.m. to 4 p.m., and 7 p.m. to 2
a.m., Monday through Saturday.
Through Saturday, Feb. 27,
Wilshire Boulevard will be
reduced to two lanes in each direction between Detroit and June
Streets, and Orange Drive will
remain closed north of Wilshire
Boulevard.
A work zone on the west side of
Wilshire Boulevard at Rimpau
Boulevard is expected to be in
place until March 2021 to support
concrete pouring and underground
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Subway station construction continues in Beverly Hills in staging yards
along Wilshire Boulevard.

subway tunnel construction.
Wilshire Boulevard will be
reduced to two lanes in each direction between June Street and
Muirfield Road.
Near Wilshire/Western, tunneling support continues 24 hours in a
staging yard along the north side of
Wilshire Boulevard. Northbound
Manhattan Place will be closed
intermittently just north of Wilshire

Boulevard. Access to businesses
will be maintained and a signed
pedestrian detour has been
installed. The closure is a public
safety measure to support ongoing
excavation and construction.
For questions and concerns, call
the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.
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County supports effort to register women to vote
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City Councilman Kevin de León was sworn-in by Judge Lucy
Armendariz.

De León takes the reins
in 14th Council District
New Los Angeles City
Councilman Kevin de León was
sworn-in on Oct. 15 to represent
the 14th District. Judge Lucy
Armendariz conducted the
swearing-in ceremony.
De León was confirmed following an unprecedented motion
approved by the Los Angeles
City Council to remove former
Councilman Jose Huizar, who is
facing
federal
corruption
charges. At his first Los Angeles
City Council meeting on Oct. 20,
De León introduced two motions
focused on increasing the number of beds and units of housing
available for homeless individu-

als in the 14th District.
“Starting on day one, we are
pushing for the construction of
more than 200 new beds and prioritizing nine sites throughout
CD 14 for potential new interim
housing projects,” De León said.
The first motion establishes a
partnership between the city and
county of Los Angeles to build a
facility with up to 232 beds at
1060 N. Vignes St. in downtown
Los Angeles.
De León’s second motion aims
to address the need for additional
locations to construct homeless
housing. For information, visit
councildistrict14.com.

Recognizing the role that girls
and young women have in preserving democracy and supporting civic
engagement, Los Angeles County
Supervisors Mark Ridley-Thomas,
2nd District, and Sheila Kuehl, 3rd
District, introduced a motion on
Oct. 13 in support of the Girls Build
initiative. The Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors also declared
October as Girls Empowerment
Month.
“It is our obligation to lead our
communities through this moment
that includes COVID-19, the resulting economic downturn and a
national reckoning with structural
racism. By highlighting civic
engagement and leadership, Girls
Build encourages young women to
become empowered to protect their
communities and democracy as
well,”
Ridley-Thomas
said.
“Engaging at a young age will have
a measurable impact on their moti-

vation as adults to address disparities and evoke social change, especially in communities of color.”
The motion calls upon L.A.
County residents to learn more
about the LA Promise Fund’s Girls
Build initiative, which has a special
focus on voter mobilization this
year. In partnership with Michelle
Obama’s When We All Vote, a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, the
LA Promise Fund is striving to
build a diverse coalition of 10,000
young women to register and preregister to vote.
The supervisors said showing
continued support for Girls Build
acknowledges the significant
impact the initiative has on young
women and girls, and the significant
impact the girls have on their communities. The motion also urges residents to register to vote and to help
others to register.
“Anything we can do to encour-

age young people to get involved in
elections and to make sure every
eligible person in the county casts a
ballot has my vote,” Kuehl said.
“This motion will build an army of
10,000 young women of color to
register their friends and family
members and ensure that communities that are often under-represented
are fully represented in 2020.”
During the past five years, Girls
Build has provided stipends to participants and $50,000 in college
scholarships awards each year to six
winning Girls Build teams. The initiative also celebrates gender equity
and women’s success by introducing young women to hands-on
opportunities
in
Science,
Technology, Engineering & Math
(STEM) education, panel discussions with women leaders and films
that champion girls’ and women’s
empowerment. For information,
visit lapromisefund.org/girls-build.

Assessor’s report shows strong pre-pandemic growth
Los Angeles County Assessor
Jeffrey Prang has released the 2020
Annual Report, reflecting growth
and increases in the assessed value
of all taxable real property and business personal property countywide.
The report includes an updated
ranking of the county’s 88 cities,
including the highest valued cities
and those with the highest percentage change from the prior year.
“The 2020 Annual Report helps
the public easily access information

about the Office of the Assessor,
including how property values in
each area of the county changed
during the last year,” Prang said.
“The diligent work of our staff
serves as the foundation of the property tax system which generates $17
billion in revenues relied upon for
vital public services, especially now
when the county needs it the most.”
Prang emphasized that the numbers in the Annual Report are preCOVID-19 and do not reflect the

downturn in the economy resulting
from the pandemic.
The top five highest valued cities
for 2020 remain the city of Los
Angeles, with an assessed valuation
of $695.9 billion (6.6% increase),
Long Beach ($63.4 billion, 5.4%
increase), Santa Monica ($42.2 billion, 7% increase), Beverly Hills
($39 billion, 6.6% increase) and
Santa Clarita ($37.2 billion, 5.8%
increase). To read the report, visit
assessor.lacounty.gov.
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‘Aura’ and ‘Iris’ get ready to dig subway tunnels

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority has selected the winners
of the art and naming contest for the
third and final set of tunnel boring
machines that are part of the Purple
Line Extension project. The two
machines will excavate the tunnels
between Westwood and Century
City starting in early 2021.
The names “Aura” and “Iris”
were chosen from entries submitted
by U.S. veterans and Veterans
Affairs employees, as well as UCLA
students, alumni and employees.
Derik De Baun, a 2006 UCLA
alumni, chose the name “Aura,”
which is Latin for gold. According
to De Baun, Aura is reminiscent of
gold because it resembles one of the
primary official colors for UCLA as
well as a color on the seal for the
VA. Additionally, athletes from
around the world will be competing
for gold when the subway extension
is completed in time for the 2028
Olympic and Paralympic Games in
Los Angeles.
Clair O’Hanlon, a Veterans
Affairs advanced fellow in health

services research, won for the name
“Iris.” O’Hanlon chose the name in
tribute to Iris Critchell, a living veteran and Angeleno who flew military aircraft during World War II
with the Women Airforce Service
Pilots. During her military career,
Critchell was an internationally recognized flight instructor and aeronautics and aviation educator.
Earlier in her life, she also represented the United States in swimming at
the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin.
“Aura and Iris are two of our
newest Angelenos – each of them
tributes to our ambitious transit
vision, our resilient spirit and our
unyielding focus on building more
connected communities and a
stronger future,” Metro Board Chair
and Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti said. “Our region’s recovery from the COVID-19 crisis will
reshape our economy for generations to come, and these two tunneling machines will help us reimagine
our city as a more sustainable, prosperous and equitable home for all.”
Royce Soohoo won Metro’s art
contest for his digital art piece titled

“Purple Line Extension,” which
illustrates his vision of an ideal community along the nine-mile project
corridor.
Metro opened its contest for art
and naming submissions on April
30. The public voted for submitted
entries in August. Nearly 8,100
votes were received for all contest
entries. Winners were chosen based
on originality and community significance.
“With the arrival of this final set
of [tunnel boring machines], we are
now on track to deliver the Purple
Line Extension as quickly as possible,” Metro CEO Phillip A.
Washington said. “Angelenos will
soon have a new high-speed, highcapacity transit alternative primarily
running along Wilshire Boulevard.
It will greatly improve mobility for
everyone traveling on our county’s
public transit system.”
Metro has now received the cutterhead and shield for its tunnel boring machines, which are now staged
at Metro’s Veterans Affairs construction yard in Westwood. The third
section of the Purple Line Extension

photo courtesy of Metro

Royce Soohoo’s “Purple Line Extension” winning artwork illustrates his
vision of an ideal community along the subway route.

Project spans 2.56 miles and
includes two new stations at
Westwood/UCLA
and
Westwood/VA. The final section of

the project is expected to open in
2027.
For
information,
visit
metro.net/purplelineext.

Letters to the Editor
Beverly Hills mixed-use
ordinance is ill-advised
Re “Beverly Hills delays decision on mixed-use ordinance,” Oct.
15 issue
Beverly Press’ coverage on the
ill-conceived Beverly Hills mixed
use ordinance is needed and appreciated. However, the article refers
to a number of claims by planning
commissioners and their staff
which are false and misleading and
should be set straight.
Our Planning Commission represents that it will have discretionary approval of new mixed use
projects under the ordinance.
However, the fact is that if the PC
refuses to approve a project that
complies with the State Density
Bonus Program, our city will be
sued and will be required to pay
the developers’ attorneys’ fees.
The proposed mixed use ordinance transfers our city control of
mixed use development to the
state, because the SDBP standards
supersede our city standards. And,
the SDBP provides for substandard building standards, excessive
height and density, concessions
and incentives to developers, and
reduced or no parking.
Nevertheless, planning commissioners and their staff continue to
misrepresent that new mixed use
projects will have our same cherished height limits of 45 feet and
55 feet, even though they well
know that under the SDBP, developers can add up to three additional stories.
They also falsely claim that in
the past, developers asked to add
only one story to mixed use projects. If that were true, which it
isn’t, it would be due to the fact
that when mixed use was not preapproved, if a developer asked for
too much, the city had the ability
to reject the project. The city
would lose that option if the mixed
use ordinance is passed. And, the
falsity of the pretense that developers ask for only one additional
story is also evidenced by the
seven-story 9200 Wilshire mixeduse project presently being built,
the Blue project, and very tall

mixed-use projects approved for
both the Hilton and Robinsons
May properties.
Planning commissioners also
continue to misrepresent that parking requirements will be the same
as our current parking requirements. In fact, any project of 10 or
more units must include 10%
affordable units per Beverly Hills
municipal code. And, any project
which includes 10% affordable
units is entitled to reduced parking
requirements under the SDBP and
government
code.
Further,
depending upon what is built, there
could be no parking requirements
at all.
Another false claim is that the
Planning Commission has been
urged to do nothing to try to meet
RHNA requirements. In fact, the
PC has been urged to educate residents on their rights to create
accessory dwelling units (there can
be up to three units on single family lots) and to make it easier for
residents to do so. The PC has also
been urged to invite owners of
existing commercial properties
with sufficient parking to apply for
conversion to mixed-use. The PC
continues to do nothing but push
for the mixed-use ordinance – a
monumental gift to developers at
residents’ expense.
The problem is that once you get
a bad element with ill intentions on
the Planning Commission and the
council, they will only appoint
planning commissioners who are
agreeable to overlooking our city’s
height, density and parking standards, as well as residents’ views.
The selected planning commissioners also do not live near the
areas they seek to ruin. So yes,
planning commissioners did speak
in favor of the mixed-use ordinance, but their opinions do not
garner much respect from residents anymore. In fact, one of the
planning commissioners owns
property in a proposed overlay
zone, which property will become
more valuable if the ordinance
passes.
Planning Commission staff do
not even reside in our city or care
that much about it, and they aim to
please developers rather than residents for reasons we can only
imagine. The statement made by a

planning commissioner that the PC
considered and took into account
residents’ views, which were overwhelmingly opposed to the ordinance, is a bold lie.
At the Oct. 13 City Council
meeting, we counted about 88 comments and emails, 90% of which
were opposed to the mixed-use

ordinance. Our concern is that a
majority of our city council members who do not live near the areas
which will be damaged the most
intend to approve the ordinance at
the expense of their constituents.
With the disastrous mixed use
ordinance being forced through
during a pandemic, the dishonest

representations and concealments,
and disregard for residents’ views
and property values, more and
more residents feel that they should
decide on the ordinance rather than
the city council.
Darian Bojeaux
Beverly Hills
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

West Hollywood Eat
+ Drink Week

T

his 10-day event begins Oct.
23, showcasing a variety of
culinary and cocktail experiences
unique to the West Hollywood area.
Similar to a restaurant week, participating eateries offer special food
and drink menus at set prices during the event. This year, participants have the opportunity to
expand and include takeout and
delivery options. Go to eatanddrinkweek.com to discover all the
dining venues participating.

BOA takeout and
delivery

E

njoy a petite filet dinner at
BOA Steakhouse for $65 during West Hollywood’s Eat + Drink
Week. You’ll start with a classic
Caesar salad, then choose two sides
to go with your petite filet. BOA’s

famous cookies are included for
dessert.
Visit
BOA
West
Hollywood’s website to order for
takeout or delivery only from Oct.
23 through Nov. 1. 9200 W. Sunset
Blvd., (310)278-2050.

Cavatina’s Eat +
Drink brunch

S

it outside in a lush garden setting during lunch or for the Eat
+ Drink Week weekend brunch at
the Sunset Marquis. The Saturday
and Sunday menu is available from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Start with Greek
yogurt, fresh berries and homemade granola; guacamole tostadas
or chilled colossal shrimp. Entrees
include a Sunset Marquis breakfast
with eggs, bacon or sausage, breakfast potatoes or fruit; a golden cauliflower steak with truffles; coconut
yogurt; or a bagel with cream
cheese and Santa Barbara smoked
salmon. For dessert, there is a
strawberry tres leches parfait, ice

cream or sorbet, or warm chocolate
chip cookies. The three-course
brunch is $35. Add bottomless margaritas, sangrias, Bellinis or paloma
spritz for an extra $14. 1200 Alta
Loma Road, (310)358-3759.

Eat + Drink Week at
Gracias Madre

T

he plant-based restaurant is participating in West Hollywood’s
Eat + Drink Week with a special
curated menu from Oct. 23 to Nov.
1. Chef Mario’s healthy bites
include items such as the Mole de la
Casa made with mushrooms,
coconut rice and greens. Top it off
with one of their canned cocktails,
the signature Purista Margarita or a
seasonal agua fresca. 8905 Melrose
Ave., (323)978-2170.

Boxwood Eat +
Drink menu

T

his year at the rooftop of the
London West Hollywood at
Beverly Hills, the signature restaurant Boxwood offers a special
menu during West Hollywood’s Eat
+ Drink Week. From Oct. 23

WHOLE TURKEY
T
FEAST $255
Serves 8-10 - includes 2 Pies

SMA
ALL FEAST $185
Serves
v 4-6 - includes 1 Pie

TURKE
EY DINNER $29.95
CHIILD (3-11) $17.95
Ord
der For Take
a -Out
Out Hot or Ready to Re -Heat
Heat
Patio Dine-In Reserrvations for Fe
east or Turke
ey Dinner only

Pre-Order your Holiday Piees today!
y
Cherry, Blueberr
B
y, Pumpkin, Peach,
P
Boysenb
berry, Apple, & Raspb
berry
$14.95 each
Mince Meat, Sweet Potato, & Pecan
P
$15 95 each
$15.95

In the Original Farmers Market • 3rd & Fairfax

(323)933-84
446 • (323)933-8447
7 - Bakery
Frances@dupars-psr
a
.com

through Nov. 1, they have a variety
of light bites, a cocktail or glass of
wine, and dessert on the menu.
1020 N. San Vicente Blvd.,
(310)358-7788.

Pop-up at
The Grove

L

ara Adekoya, a young entrepreneur and overnight baking sensation, will have a three-day residency for her business Fleurs et Sel
at The Grove’s coveted Glass Box,
Friday, Oct. 23, to Sunday, Oct. 25.
As a former employee of
Nordstrom’s at The Grove, Lara
turned her passion for baking into a
thriving small business and source
of income. Her former client and
mentor, celebrity and wedding
event planner Mindy Weiss, is helping bring Lara’s Fleurs et Sel pop
up to life. The space features a stunning three-dimensional cookie display alongside floral motifs. Try her
signature brown butter and sea salt
chocolate chip cookies and brown
butter and vanilla bean sugar cookies. She will also be offering her
brownie, Oreo and cookie BAE
Bars, in addition to limited batches
available on-site. Online orders at

fleursetsel.com will be available for
pickup throughout the duration of
the pop-up. 189 Grove Drive.

Pasta Sisters Food
Truck at Il Caffe

K

nown for coffee in the morning, Il Caffe is a community
all-day spot in downtown L.A. On
two Saturdays, Oct. 24 and 31, the
Pasta Sisters food truck will be
parked in front from 4 to 9 p.m.
Enjoy freshly made pasta bowls
and cocktails, such as an apertivo or
rosé spritz, to enjoy for a socially
distanced night out. 855 S.
Broadway, (213)612-0331.

Chado Halloween
tea special

T

his month Chado Tea Rooms
are offering a Halloweeninspired afternoon tea. The menu
features a glass of Halloweeninspired iced tea, a choice of pumpkin soup or pumpkin spice salad,
and a two-tiered rack of four
Halloween-inspired pumpkin, bat
and ghost finger-sized sandwiches
See Restaurant News page 19
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A trip to Provence: Clicking your
heels twice at Le Jardin

by Jill Weinlein

Meeting a friend for dinner on
the al fresco dining terrace of Le
Jardin in Culver City, I was delighted to see that downtown is vibrant
again, especially around the flatiron-shaped Culver Hotel.
Walking to the host stand, I heard
music wafting from the grand
lobby. Musicians set up inside the
hotel next to an open window every
Thursday through Sunday, and performances include some of the
Culver Hotel’s favorites – Sylvia &
the Rhythm Boys and We the Folk.
The night I dined, two guitarists
who have opened for the popular
Gipsy Kings, played lively salsa,
pop and soothing flamenco music.
Classic black-and-white movies
were displayed on an outside wall,
near where my friend and I were
seated. A Culver City resident who
cites Le Jardin as her favorite
restaurant in town, my friend said
we must order one of the bar’s most
iconic cocktails – the Ruby Slipper.
Our server arrived to tell us
about the specials and delivered

two tightly rolled warm washcloths, similar to what passengers
in business and first class receive
on an airplane, to clean our hands.
The red cocktails with colorful
flowers crowning the top are made
with Absolut Elyx Vodka, lime
juice, raspberry syrup and edible
gold glitter. When I spun the blackand-white paper straw in the glass,
it looked like a snow globe with
swirling glitter floating around.
After a few sips, I said to my
friend, “let’s close our eyes, click
our heels twice and imagine we are
transported to a charming outdoor
cafe in Provence or somewhere in
the south of France.” That is the
atmosphere while dining at Le
Jardin.
Other fun libations on the extensive menu have names paying
homage to the nearby historic
Culver Studios and a few blocks
away, the MGM Studios, now Sony
Pictures. There is Some Like it Hot,
If I Only Had a Brain, Toto’s Basket
and The Wiz.

The restaurant reopened in
September with its new name, Le
Jardin. The owner, Maya Mallick,
felt this name matched the hotel’s
French design. The dining patio is
much larger after Mallick received
approval from Culver City’s
Downtown Business Association to
increase social distancing.
Looking over our dinner menu,
general manager Alfredo Tebano
approached our table to welcome us
and share some fun facts.
“Actors Charlie Chaplin and
John Wayne once owned the hotel,
and Wayne won it for one dollar in
a poker game,” Tebano said.
“During the filming of ‘The Wizard
of Oz,’ around 124 of the movie’s
‘munchkins’ took over the hotel,
partied all night and slept three to a
bed in each room.”
He told us that Harry Culver
dreamed of building a hotel
between Abbott Kinney’s new
Venice canals and downtown L.A.
He founded his namesake town in
1917, when he was just 37 years
old, and led tours while advertising
his favorite slogan, “All Roads
Lead to Culver City.” He constructed his hotel on what has been called
“the shortest Main Street in USA,”
and in 1924, when the hotel finally
opened, it was called the Culver

photo by Jill Weinlein

The Ruby Slipper cocktail has edible gold glitter and a crown of colorful
flowers.

skyscraper. Now, Mallick has been
reviving its classic vintage beauty
and adding a little modern glamour
to its artful design.
Ready to try some items on chef
Ben Diaz’s new menu, we ordered
the foie gras torchon as our starter.
Torchon means “dish towel” in
French, and this talented chef wraps
foie gras tightly in a towel or
cheesecloth before cooking. Since
it’s rolled into a cylindrical shape,

he just slices it and places the perfect sphere on top of sweet Bing
cherry jam, sprinkles a little
Sonoma sea salt and serves it with a
small flower petal and micro pea
shoot salad and grilled sliced
brioche. It’s the ideal balance of
savory, earthy and sweet.
Other appealing starters include a
beet tartare with Persian cucumber,
quail egg and a bourbon gastrique.
See Le Jardin page 19
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Pink’s Hot Dogs goes Dodger blue for the World Series
BY EDWIN FOLVEN
The Los Angeles Dodgers are
back in the World Series and the
celebration is back at Pink’s Hot
Dogs.
The stand near Melrose and La
Brea avenues is decorated wall-towall in Dodger blue, and fans can
enjoy a Blues Bacon Chili Cheese
Dog for $4.88 for the duration of
the World Series. All proceeds
from sales of the celebratory hot
dog will be donated to the Los
Angeles Dodgers Foundation.
Owner Richard Pink said the special price – particularly the 88 cents
– pays tribute to 1988, the last time
the Dodgers won the World Series.

“This is the same dog we sold for
each of the last World Series
appearances, and it has become a
tradition,” said Pink, who operates
the stand with his wife, Gloria, and
sister, Beverly Pink-Wolfe. “When
we were born, we came out with
Dodger-blue blood. At Pink’s, we
bleed Dodger blue. Even though
they are playing in Texas, we are
celebrating them here in Los
Angeles at Pink’s. We are showing
our love and appreciation for the
team.”
Pink said the stand is the perfect
place to enjoy hot dogs and hamburgers before and after the games,
and to pick up food for home-viewing parties. The Blues Bacon Chili

Cheese Dog is a 12-inch stretch
dog with mustard, onions, chili,
cheese and bacon. The stand also
offers dozens of other varieties to
satisfy everyone’s appetite.
Pink said he is confident the
Dodgers will win the World Series
and he will be closely following
every game. As for a favorite player, Pink said he is partial to Justin
Turner, who served hot dogs there
in 2019 during “Chili Dogs for
Charity” in celebration of the
stand’s 80th anniversary.
“They have a fabulous lineup
this year and we are very proud of
them,” Pink said. “I cannot see
them doing anything but winning
the World Series.”

photo courtesy of Richard Pink

Fans can get a Blues Bacon Chili Cheese Dog for $4.88, with proceeds
benefiting the Los Angeles Dodgers Foundation.

‘Firehouse Dinners’ keeps feeding first responders

photo courtesy of the First-In Fire Foundation

Personnel from LAFD Fire Station 58 enjoyed PowerBurgers and
FireBuns as part of the “Firehouse Dinners” program.

Let’s
’s Go Dodgeers!
Blue & White Co
Cookiees
to celebrrate Dodger Bllue

The First-In Fire Foundation
recently partnered with Huntington
Meats for PowerBurgers and
Diamond Bakery for FireBuns,
which were delivered with fresh
vegetables to seven Los Angeles
Fire Department stations.
The “Firehouse Dinners” program coordinates the delivery of
food from merchants at the Original
Farmers Market and other sources
to local fire stations. Launched this
spring, the program started with fire
stations in the Miracle Mile and has
expanded throughout the city. The
most recent deliveries were made to
fire stations 37, 43, 58, 61, 71, 83
and 92. Fire Station 58, in the PicoRobertson area, also houses the
LAFD’s Advanced Provider
Response Unit serving the Miracle
Mile and surrounding communities.

“This is exactly the
partnership that is
needed for success.”
Aram Sahakian,
general manager,
L.A. Emergency Management
Department

In partnership with homeowner
associations, neighborhood councils, residents and small business
groups, the program encourages
families to prepare for natural disasters and to help meet the needs of
first responders. Television City
and its owners have supported the
program. Nikki Ezhari, district
director for Councilman David
Ryu, 4th District, and Angel Izard, a
field deputy for Councilman Paul

Koretz, 5th District, helped coordinate the recent deliveries.
“Emergency preparedness is
patriotic,” said Lyn MacEwen
Cohen, founder and president of the
First-In Fire Foundation. “We are
grateful to Councilmember David
Ryu, Councilmember Paul Koretz,
Television City and private donors
who have provided funds for
PowerBurger and FireBuns meals.”
“This is exactly the partnership
that is needed for success,” added
Aram Sahakian, general manager
of the Los Angeles Emergency
Management Department.
Businesses, restaurants, merchants and donors interested in supporting the program can call
(323)933-8164, email firstinfirefoundation@gmail.com or visit
firstinfirefoundation.org.
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Restaurant News

From page 16

on one level and scones with cream
and jam, as well as macaroons and
butter cookies on the second tier.
This special also includes one pot
of pumpkin spice chai tea for $28
per person. It’s available at the tea
room for dining onsite or to-go at
the four Chado sites. 6801
Hollywood Blvd., (323)472-8111;
369 E. First St., (213)258-2531;
1303 El Prado Ave., (424)7575222; and 79 N. Raymond Ave.,
(626)431-2832.

Halloween-themed
food crawl at the
Original Farmers
Market

V

isiting the Original Farmers
Market this month, you will
notice autumn decorations and
pumpkin-themed sweets. Bennett’s
Ice Cream is offering its award winning creamy pumpkin ice cream.
Enjoy a scoop or cup while strolling
by the stalls or sitting at an al fresco
table. Be sure to stop next door at
Bob’s Coffee & Doughnuts for a
signature pumpkin-flavor donut,
and Dylan’s Candy Bar for nostalgic and new pre-packaged goodies.
Visit Du-Par’s to pick up donuts, an
apple or pumpkin pie to bring
home. 6333 W. Third St., (323)9338446.

Cafe Gratitude DIY
cookie kits

O

rder your ready-to-decorate,
health-based, flavor-driven,
spooky-themed cookie kits for
Halloween. Each $25 kit includes
pre-baked cookies and icing made
with organic, superfood ingredients. Go online or call to order your
kit to pick up. 300 S. Santa Fe Ave.,
(213)929-5580; 639 N. Larchmont
Blvd., (323)580-6383; and 512
Rose Ave., (424)231-8000.

New Burger Lounge
concept

T

he Larchmont Burger Lounge
has been transformed into a
Real Food Innovation Test Kitchen,
offering a new plant-based fauna
and flora menu. Now diners can
enjoy the best responsibly sourced
meat burgers and plant-based
options. Their juicy cheeseburger
has melted organic cheese and
crispy bacon, but now there are also
plant-based burgers and cashew
based dairy-free strawberry and
vanilla milkshakes. The new plantbased options push the boundaries
on innovation and taste. Open for
pickup, online ordering, delivery or
patio dining from Sunday through
Thursday from 11a.m. to 8 p.m.
They stay open one hour later on
Friday and Saturday. 217 N.
Larchmont Blvd., (323)462-2310

Socalo Fall family
meal kit

P

re-order the new fall meal kits
for curbside pickup and delivery. Each kit comes with reheating
instructions for dining at home.
Items include Brussels sprouts with
pomegranate, salsa verde and cotija
cheese; sweet corn tamales; cranberry salsita; and Modelo Negrabraised beef short ribs with confit
tomato jam and apple empanadas.
The price is $40 for two people, $80
for four people. All day on
Tuesdays, drinks are $10 and tacos
are $3.50 and $5 each. Make a
reservation to sit out on one of their
two outdoor patios. Well-behaved
dogs are welcome. 1950 Santa
Monica Blvd., (310)451-1655.

Le Jardin glitters like an emerald

From page 17

The tagliatelle olio has heirloom
sundried tomatoes, a poached egg,
compressed feta and shaved
parmesan.
The grilled fish he served to us
was marinated in wine vinegar,
paprika and other spices. Diaz
adds shaved fennel, shallots, roasted baby yellow and purple root
vegetables and tops it with finely
chopped parsley, a drizzle of olive
oil and sprinkling of oregano.
The oxtail birria is the ultimate
hearty autumn dish served in a
bowl. Birria is a celebratory dish
from the Jalisco region in Mexico

and served at weddings and during
the holidays. Diaz slices pink,
compressed watermelon radish
and a drizzle of silky lime-flavored
crema to oxtail meat and bones
that have stewed for five hours in
beef broth until tender.
We finished the evening with a
bread pudding baked in a cast-iron
skillet with vanilla custard and
caramel orange syrup. It’s topped
with a big scoop of vanilla bean ice
cream.
My friend said we should come
back for their weekend brunch,
because she adores Diaz’s lemon

ricotta pancakes and lobster avocado toast, plus they serve bottomless mimosas. She said the Ms.
Maya – named after the owner and
made with Grey Goose vodka,
elderflower liqueur, grapefruit
juice and rosemary – is the quintessential brunch cocktail.
Enjoy Le Jardin, the outdoor
plaza and admire the architectural
jewel of Culver City.
Le Jardin at the Culver Hotel is
open for aperitifs and dinner
Thursday to Sunday from 4:30
p.m. to 10 p.m. Weekend brunch is
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Reservations are strongly encouraged and can be booked on
OpenTable or by calling the restaurant. 9400 Culver Blvd., (310)5589400.
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Craft Contemporary holds ‘Potluck’ auction fundraiser

During times of upheaval, Craft
Contemporary is looking to art to
bring people together. Through
Saturday, Oct. 31, the museum will
be hosting a virtual “Potluck”
which will include virtual clay
workshops, Instagram conversations with artists, virtual studio
tours and featured ceramic pieces.
As a culmination of the twoweek Potluck event, Craft
Contemporary will host an online
auction of all donated ceramic
pieces.
The American Alliance of
Museums has predicted as many as
30% of museums could fail in this
crisis.
“Creating new spaces for people
to come together isn’t just vital to
our mission today, it’s critical to
our survival,” a spokesperson for
the museum said.
All funds raised from the auction
will go to maintaining the operations of Craft Contemporary,
including K-12 school programs,
community craft forums, workshops, artist promotion and conversation facilitation around exhibitions.
Located on Los Angeles’ historic
Miracle Mile since 1965, Craft
Contemporary reveals the potential

photo courtesy of the Getty

J. Paul Getty Museum launches
‘Unshuttered 3.0’
The J. Paul Getty Museum
launched the third iteration of its
popular
and
award-winning
Unshuttered program, with this
year’s theme, “In Pursuit of
_____.” Inspired by the Declaration
of Independence, “In Pursuit of
_____” asks teen artists to expand
on the fundamental concept of the
pursuit of happiness by prompting
them to reflect on their own lives,
consider the state of the world and
inspire others to view this time
through their unique artistic expression.
“This is an important time to talk
about what matters to us most as a
community and as a country. Getty
Unshuttered 3.0 gives youth the
opportunity to establish a national
presence on the issues they care
about,” said Keishia Gu, head of
education at the Getty. “At first,
images will be shared via the
Unshuttered Instagram account, but
we plan in the year ahead to find a
variety of platforms to showcase
the images submitted in support of
this year’s theme.”
With the postponement of in-person events, this year’s program will
refocus efforts on a set of inspirational challenge videos designed for
social media. In the series, five L.A.
artists share what they are in pursuit
of – beauty, truth, community – and
take viewers through aspects of
their work that express their specific pursuits. These artists directly
establish the connection between
artistic technique and emotional
intent in photography.
New this year is the Getty
Unshuttered Educator Portal, a platform for educators to find lesson
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to the Editor
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editor@beverlypress.com

Follow us on

plans and resources inspired by the
program, the Getty collection and
the Unshuttered app. The portal
enhances Unshuttered as a classroom or remote learning tool for
teachers around the country.
The inaugural lesson plan series
is focused on the intersection of
social justice advocacy and photography. Through a series of eight
lessons, educators are guided
through analysis of photographs
from the Getty collection and the
work of Unshuttered teen photographers. These explorations lay the
foundations for helping students
understand how photography can
inspire, establish and further social
justice. More lesson plans will
become available in the academic
year ahead.
Getty has also partnered with
Amplifier, a design lab that amplifies the voices of grassroots movements, to continue the conversation
about what teens are “In Pursuit of
______” through a national open
call for youth photographers ages
13 to 19.
For information, visit getty.edu.

photo courtesy of Craft Contemporary

of craft to educate, captivate, provoke and empower. With a focus
on contemporary art made from
craft media and processes, Craft
Contemporary presents dynamic
exhibitions by established and
emerging artists and designers who

are often underrepresented in larger art institutions.
Artists include Alex Anderson,
Emily Sudd, Kathryn Hillier and
many others.
For information, visit craftcontemporary.org.

LADF, Kershaws grant more than $300K for social justice

The Los Angeles Dodgers
Foundation announced last month a
$304,400 award to support Liberty
Hill’s California Funders for Boys
and Men of Color: Our Kids, Our
Future Fund.
The funds include a generous
match from Ellen and Clayton
Kershaw, proceeds from the
Dodgers Opening Day Black Lives
Matter auction and sales of specialedition shirts. LADF Gives will
award the funds to support 13
Southern California community

HEADQUARTERS!
We’ve got the SCARIEST masks, coostumes
and decorations for the ultimmate
HALLOWEEN
WEEN !
SSpiders
id andd Sk
Skeletons,
lt
Cauldrons, Ghosts, Witches!
plates, cups, tabelcloths, door
decorations, balloons...
Enormous Selection!
Shop early to avoid standing in line!
We are following the guidelines of weariing a mask
and reduced number of shoppers at a time.
Thank you for your patronage!

5969 Melrose Av
Ave.
e • (323)467(323)467-7124
-7124
(corner of Wilcox)

partners working with the County of
Los Angeles to develop the most
comprehensive approach to youth
development in the nation.
LADF and Dodger players continue their “In This Together” commitment with #AmplifyingVoices
and future listening sessions with the
community leaders of local grassroots social justice organizations to
learn more about their work and
impact.
“Ellen and I are proud to partner
on the ‘In This Together’ campaign,”

Kershaw said. “Along with my
teammates, I remain committed to
continuing to amplify the voices of
Black leaders and organizations
fighting for change. Change starts
with tough conversations, and we as
a team want to continue to listen,
learn and take action to help
build a more equitable society.”
Players will use their social media
platforms to showcase nonprofits
and elevate their efforts.
For
information,
visit
dodgers.com/ladf.
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Art illustrates David Labkovski’s perception of Jewish life

photo by Todd Wawrychuk / A.M.P.A.S.

The 92nd Oscars were held at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood on Feb. 9.

Academy offers two-day film
summit for students
The Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences will present its
sixth annual and first virtual
Careers in Film Summit on
Saturday, Oct. 24, and Saturday,
Oct. 31. The two-day event will
provide high school seniors and
college students the opportunity to
learn about careers in the motion
picture industry from Academy
members, Oscar-winning and nominated filmmakers and other industry professionals.
In partnership with the
Academy’s
Science
and
Technology Council, the first day of
panel discussions on Oct. 24 highlight careers in science, technology,
engineering, visual effects and
other post-production careers.
Starting with “Visual Effects
from Around the World,” students
will hear from visual effects supervisors from Rome, Mumbai,
Taiwan, Vancouver, New York and
Los Angeles including Greg
Anderson (“Spider-Man 2”), Gaia
Bussolati (“Ford v Ferrari”) and

others. Other panels that first
Saturday
include
“Science,
Technology and Engineering,”
“Color, Sound and Editorial” and
“Virtual Production Technology.”
The Oct. 31 Halloween edition
features a horror genre theme highlighting animation, music and
careers in front of and behind the
camera. That day begins with “All
Things Animation” featuring animator Mike Belzer (“The
Nightmare before Christmas”), producer Michelle Murdocca (“Hotel
Transylvania”) and others.
The “Music in Horror Films”
promises to be a real highlight with
actor
Jamie
Lee
Curtis
(“Halloween”) and “Halloween”
writer/director/composer
John
Carpenter.
The Academy’s Careers in Film
Summit is supported by a grant
from the James Irvine Foundation.
The event is free, but registration is
required to obtain the Zoom access.
For
information,
visit
oscars.org/events.

CASA of Los Angeles hosts
seminar on advocacy

Court
Appointed
Special
Advocates of Los Angeles is hosting its first virtual seminar on early
childhood, in partnership with the
Atlas
Family
Foundation,
“Advocating for Young Children in
Child Welfare.”
The seminar began on Friday,
Oct. 16, and continues on Oct. 23
and 30. The sessions last from noon
to 2 p.m.
The first panel, on Oct. 23, will
include a variety of professionals in
Los Angeles who support and collaborate with parents whose young
children are in the child-welfare
system. The panelists are Dennis
Smeal, executive director of Los
Angeles Dependency Lawyers;
Richard Cohen, who currently
focuses his work on fatherhood
engagement with young children;
Michelle Rosemond, who will be
discussing the Volunteer Cultural
Brokers program to support African
American/Black parents in the
child welfare system; the Rev. John
Jefferson, Del Aire Church, who is
a volunteer cultural broker; and
Ambyr Rose, a lead community
wide partner with Parents In
Partnership, a program that matches
parents with lived experience in the
system with parents who currently
have children in the child-welfare
system.
The second panel will be speaking on Oct. 30 about the social and
emotional health of young children
in the child welfare system. The

panelists include Adriana Molina,
chief program officer for Allies for
Every Child; Charity Vasquez,
director for Master of Science in
Child Life program at Azusa Pacific
University; Griselda Hernandez,
social-emotional coordinator, South
Central Los Angeles Regional
Center; and Kathy Malaske-Samu,
former director, Office of Child
Care for Los Angeles County and a
current CASA.
“We are hosting this event at a
particular time in history, when all
children, and especially young children in vital stages of development,
are experiencing unprecedented circumstances due to COVID and
other factors,” CASA/LA CEO
Wende Julien said. “We encourage
professionals, journalists and even
just foster and biological parents to
take part in this series of seminars
for the betterment of children
across L.A. County.”
CASA/LA is a nonprofit organization that advocates on behalf of
children in the child-welfare system
of Los Angeles County who have
experienced abuse and neglect.
CASA volunteers deal with a range
of challenges that impact the lives
of Los Angeles’ 30,000-plus children in the dependency court system.
To
register,
visit
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/r
egister/WN_4TBwEWBGQtKdz1t
IoE8iQg.
For information, visit casala.org.

Holocaust Museum Los Angeles
presents the debut of “Recalling a
Lost World: David Labkovski
Brings the Stories of Sholem
Aleichem to Life,” a new virtual
exhibit that features Labkovski’s
illustrations inspired by the stories
of the Yiddish author and playwright Aleichem.
The exhibit will launch with a
virtual opening event on Oct. 28 at
11 a.m. with participants from the
museum and Labkovski Project, as
well as the consuls general of Israel
and Lithuania. The virtual exhibit,
the museum’s first of its kind, runs
through December.
Aleichem (1859-1916), a writer
who is often referred to as the
“Jewish Mark Twain,” wrote stories
portraying daily Jewish life in late
19th and early 20th century Central
and Eastern Europe. Aleichem’s
tales of Tevye the Dairyman were
the basis for the Tony award-winning musical “Fiddler on the Roof,”
which debuted in 1964.
Labkovski (1906-1991) used
oils, pencils and watercolor to capture Aleichem’s stories. Born in
Lithuania
and
subsequently
interred in a Siberian Gulag, he
returned to his hometown after

photo courtesy of Holocaust Museum Los Angeles

David Labkovski’s colorful art tells stories inspired by Sholem Aleichem.

World War II to find a city and a
Jewish community decimated by
the war. Labkovski, wanting to
commemorate the world that existed before the Nazis, looked to
Aleichem as his muse. Although
the two men never met, in capturing the stories and characters of
Aleichem, Labkovski also captured
his own childhood.
The opening event will feature a
discussion with Consul General of

Israel Hillel Newman; Acting
Consul General of Lithuania Agne
Gureviciene; Leora Raikin, executive director of the David
Labkovski Project; Stephanie
Wolfson, director of education and
curation for the David Labkovski
Project, and Michele Gold, board
chair of Holocaust Museum LA.
A $10 donation is suggested the
opening event. For information,
visit holocaustmuseumla.org.

We’re Open! Come On In!

Ensuring the safety of Allan Jeffries
clients and staff is our primary goal.
Clients and customers must have a face mask
or covering when entering the store.
If you don’t have a face mask or covering,
we will provide one for you
Gloves and hand sanitizer are provided as well.
Plexiglass separates employees and clients,
tools are sanitized, and the staff
cleans the store routinely.
Health protocols and safety measures based
on the state and county’s orders have been
met, and we went beyond that to create a
welcoming space to ensure
customers are confident coming in.

Built on an old-fashioned
foundation of honesty and trust,
we stand proud and look
forward to continuing to
serve you and the community
now and for the future.

“We are proud of the fact that we are
protecting our clients and protecting
employees both equally.
I am really grateful and appreciative to all
of my customers and neighbors for coming
out in support of my business during
tough times like this.”
— Allan

Allan Jeffries Framing
8301 W. Third St. • Los Angeles, CA 90048
323.655.1296 • www.allanjeffries.com
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Top 10 vampire stories on the small screen ready to binge now
From gory to suspenseful, campy to hilarious, these 10 vampire television series can quell your thirst
“The Strain”/FX, Hulu
The premise for Guillermo del
Toro’s trashy vampire series, based
on the 2009-11 book trilogy, began
with the hybrid undead monsters
created for “Blade II,” replacing
fangs with something quite
grotesque.
In “The Strain,” an ancient creature of the night no longer wishes to
lurk in the shadows, unleashing a
pandemic on the Big Apple. These
Nosferatu are highly infectious;
even killing the infected risks exposure to the disgusting and very
aggressive parasites – Bloodworms,
they’re called – that spread the
virus throughout the body.
A shunned CDC expert (Corey
Stoll) knows the truth and leads a
team to cut off the strain at its
source ... by cutting off the head of
an unstoppable monster. Alas, the
gang’s greatest challenge is overcoming some rather trite writing
and bland performances, though the
tension and primary arc work well
enough for a spot on this list.
“True Blood”/HBO Max
What would happen if bloodsuckers announced their presence
to the world, replacing hidden lairs
with
cultural
assimilation?
Madness and social discord. The
HBO adaptation of Charlaine
Harris’ The Southern Vampire
Mysteries book series eventually
goes off the rails, but several seasons present a playful supernatural
world – even dipping into memorable philosophical topics – until
that undead shark jump. Plus, we
owe this one much for gifting
Alexander Skarsgård to the world.
“Penny Dreadful”/Showtime,
Netflix
“Penny” isn’t primarily a vamp
show like the others here, but seasons 1 and 3 focus on classic characters from Bram Stoker’s
“Dracula,” along with delightful
others from gothic literature: Dr.
Frankenstein (Harry Treadaway),
his monster (Rory Kinnear), the
bride (Billie Piper), Dorian Gray
(Reeve Carney), Dr. Jekyll (Shazad
Latif) and even the mysterious Wolf
Man from the Universal monster
movie era. But the most alluring of
all his original characters is Ms.
Vanessa Ives (Eva Green), who so
entices demons and Dracula himself (no spoilers, darling) in the
final season.
“The Vampire Diaries”/Netflix
This is what the “Twilight” films
should’ve been: sappy, soapy,
morally complicated and occasionally violent. While the tension initially revolves around a love triangle between Team Stefan (as in
Paul Wesley’s Stefan Salvatore)
and Team Damon (as in Ian
Somerhalder’s Stefan Salvatore)
vying for Elena Gilbert’s (Nina
Dobrev) affections, a hiccup redirects things.
Dobrev’s series exit gives
“Diaries” two seasons to better
explore underused players, especially Caroline (Candice King),
who evolves more than any other
character in Mystic Falls, Virginia,
a monster beacon that attracts
witches, werewolves, hybrids,
ghosts and any number of immortal
beings. Don’t trust the “dear diary”
trope that peppers the first few
episodes of season 1; it matures a
bit, though it never outgrows highstakes drama.

conflicts also ensue, along with various shoutouts to vamp media, from
“Blade” to “Only Lovers Left Alive.”
“Castlevania”/Netflix
Netflix’s video game adaptation
knows no bounds. Dracula
(Graham McTavish) on the
warpath, assorted demons and a
slew of monster slayers converge in
splendid 2D animation.

photo courtesy of Syfy

In Syfy’s ‘Van Helsing,’ Kelly Overton stars as Vanessa.

“Van Helsing”/Netflix, Syfy
This update on Van Helsing lore
doesn’t get enough credit. Loosely
based on the Hellsing manga and
anime series, the Syfy show goes
full raunch, like a low-budget “Mad
Max” ripoff. We encounter daywalkers, vamps who act more like
crazed zombies and originals serving their master, Dracula, eventually played by Tricia Helfer. As for
lead star Vanessa Van Helsing
(Kelly Overton, previously a werewolf in “True Blood”), her special
abilities remain more elusive still.
“The Originals”/Netflix
Unlike “Diaries,” the first spinoff
(“Legacies” continues the story on
The CW) doesn’t overstay its welcome, bringing harsh finality after
92 episodes featuring the original
vamp family trying to establish
roots in New Orleans. Klaus
(Joseph Morgan), whose carnal
prowess on “Diaries” earned him
and his kin this solo show, thrives at
charming villainy, always at odds
with his monstrous impulses.
Meanwhile, stoic brother Elijah
(Daniel Gillies) ventures down the
opposite path, finding that unfettered loyalty to family can come at
the expense of ethics. It’s a fun
dance into the gray area between
good and evil, life and death.

“What We Do in the
Shadows”/FX, Hulu
“Shadows” isn’t a remake of the
2014 flick. Instead, it chronicles the
antics of a horde across the pond
charged with taking over the New
World. They fall short of that goal
to our benefit. Some of the best
additions to the “Shadows” canon
include an energy vamp, Colin
Robinson (Mark Proksch), who
drains victims of their will to live
with the power of making a 9-to-5
office even more dull. Werewolf

“Angel”/Hulu, Prime
Sure, “Angel” surfs the playful
energy of its forebear “Buffy,” but
that doesn’t prevent the title hero,
vamp given back his soul (David
Boreanaz) with all the traumatic
memories that come with more
than a century’s mayhem caused by
that evil doppelgänger, from getting
down and dirty. And the series’ ending scene – amazing.
When Joss Whedon tried to
ensure his crew would have jobs
come season 6, he angered the powers that be, also the name of the good
folks in the show, and they decided
to cancel it instead out of spite. That
resulted in an ending that might’ve
angered most at the time, but those
open-ended final moments are, in
fact, hauntingly on point: the battle
against evil never ends.

“Buffy
the
Vampire
Slayer”/Hulu, Prime
To every generation a slayer is
born, charged with the protection
of humanity against all that
wretched things that go bump in
the night.
But high schooler Buffy
Summers (Sarah Michelle Gellar)
shirks the expectations of the
ancient tasked with training –
she’s a teen, at least at first. “Once
More, With Feeling” is peak television musical viewing. “Glee”
and the likes can’t touch the many,
many clever nods to the series’
history and musical tropes.
But as she grows, stakes escalate and foes adapt as well. A tragic heroine results, though witty
banter softens the cruelty surrounding the slayer. Even that
comes to a halt in “The Body,”
which lingers on heart-breaking
loss.
It’s an emotionally diverse journey through high school and
young adulthood, complete with
symbolic amplification of all the
anxieties of growing up too soon.
More than anything, however,
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer” is just
plain fun, even if the first season
serves as the weakest installment.
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Laszlo Cravensworth (Matt Berry), Nadja (Natasia Demetriou) and Nandor (Kayvan Novak) are charged with
taking over the New World in “What We Do in the Shadows.”

Rosewood STEM Magnet
Urban Planning & Urban Design

We n Our Students!

NOW ENROLLING!
Be a part of the first Urban Planning
and Urban Design STEM magnet in LAUSD!
Rosewood is a community that nurtures the whole child and through
a STEM focus, with an urban planning and urban design theme,
there are many pathways to meet your child’s interests.
Rosewood has a full time music teacher with students
receiving music theory, keyboarding and ukulele.
Students take part in the Mindfulness Lab, Science Lab,
Technology Lab, and our brand new Makerspace.
Rosewood is also a Social Emotional Focus school.

Contact our main office for guidance with the application process.

Your child may be eligible for transportation.
Visit www.rosewoodelementary.org or call (323)651-0166

503 N. Croft Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90048
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L.A. community colleges to serve as vote centers
All nine colleges of the Los
Angeles Community College
District will serve as multi-day voting centers in collaboration with the
Los Angeles County Registrar of
Voters for the Nov. 3 election.
Free, temporary parking for voters and on-campus directional signage to the voting centers will be
provided at each college. The county’s Vote Centers are separate operations from other activities at the
colleges.
Each LACCD college also is an
official location for the County’s
Vote By Mail Drop Boxes that are
accessible 24/7.
Voters can vote in-person at any
Vote Center in the county. There
will be more than 700 vote centers
throughout L.A. County, including

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

photo courtesy of Los Angeles County Registrar Recorder

There are more than 700 official ballot drop boxes throughout the county.

those at the LACCD colleges.
County vote centers at the nine
LACCD colleges will be operational starting Saturday, Oct. 24
through Monday, Nov. 2 for early
voting, and then on Election Day,

Tuesday, Nov. 3.
Hours are 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Oct.
24 to Nov. 2 and, on Election Day,
7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
For more information, visit
laccd.edu.

1006 N. HANCOCK AVENUE,
West Hollywood, California

REQUEST: Applicant is requesting to subdivide a sixunit residential building into a common interest development.
PERMIT(S):

Subdivision Permit, and any other re
quired permits.

APPLICANT(S): Chris Jones
TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Thursday, November 5, 2020
at 6:30 p.m.

Given the local, state and nation state of emergency, this
meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed
instructions for participation included on the posted
agenda).
ZONES:

R3C (Residential, Multi-Family
Medium Density)

photos courtesy of LADWP

Students can learn about various careers with the LADWP through online resources.

LADWP shares educational resources to learn, teach
As the 2020-21 school year
makes headway with distance
learning continuing, the Los
Angeles Department of Water and
Power is providing several
resources that students, teachers
and parents can access online.
As the nation’s largest municipally owned utility, serving water
and power to L.A.’s population of
4 million, LADWP has a variety
of online resources for students of
varying ages and their teachers,
related to renewable energy, ener-

gy efficiency and water sustainability and career information.
Videos and two interactive
activities from the Wildwoods
Foundation are available especially for teachers to access on the
topic of water conservation.
Additional videos and interactive
activities are planned to be available in November. Also, live
streaming presentations are available for teachers serving in
schools within the LADWP service area.

The online resource eSMARTkids contains numerous
lessons, experiments and games
for students, lesson guides for
teachers and information for parents on electricity and electric
safety.
In addition, students interested
in career explorations, can review
the extensive section on opportunities in the green industry and
electric utility industry.
For
information,
visit
ladwp.com/education.

LA Ghosts adapts to COVID-19 for Halloween
Just in time for Halloween season, LA Ghosts is offering novel
ways to enjoy the upcoming holiday on Oct. 31. Marketed as being
100% COVID-19 safe, the four
new offerings are intended to be
ways to safely indulge in ghostly
adventures.
The adaptations include a haunted doll, streaming ghost tours at
home and self-guided mobile
adventures.
LA Ghosts has launched a voice
app to tell ghost stories on Amazon
Alexa and Google Home. The
voice app lets people listen to ghost
stories from any device equipped
with Amazon Alexa or Google
Assistant, delivering over 100 voice
actor-narrated ghost stories from
over 20 cities.
After LA Ghosts was forced to
shut down in-person led tours due
to COVID-19, the company
launched apps for iOS and Android
that turn a smartphone into a virtual
tour guide. The app combines actor
narrated voice, images, video, text,
GPS triggers, voice navigation, and
a map and route. Guests can also
enjoy self-guided tours on location,
using the app to walk them through
the streets to each haunted location
whenever and with whomever they
want.
The app leads to a one-time haunt
of Marilyn Monroe as well as
haunted historical locations like the

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS: Categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Regulations pursuant to
Section §15332 (In-Fill Development Project)

DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND STATE OF
EMERGENCY, CITY HALL IS CURRENTLY CLOSED.
The staff report will be available on Thursday, October
29, 2020 on-line at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else
raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or
in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning Commission, via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the Public
Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this
meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), you
must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office
of the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours
prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate
in said Public Hearing to express their opinion in this
matter.

photo courtesy of LA Ghosts

Lily is a creepy doll sold by LA Ghosts.

TCL Chinese Theatre, the
Hollywood Roosevelt and the
Magic Castle. As part of the journey, the app offers stories of several
unexplained and creepy encounters
that have taken place around
Hollywood Boulevard over the last
century.
In addition to Los Angeles, the
app also lets users take virtual ghost
tours in cities across the country.
Audio narrative and spooky images
further enhance the tour.
A haunted doll and effigy called
Lily hearkens to a Viking tradition
of warding off evil spirits and is
modeled after the Countess
Elizabeth Báthory, commonly
referred to as the female Dracula.
The Halloween tradition of the doll
showing up outside the house and
someone taking it inside has often

been used to scare friends and family, and to ward off ghosts.
GhostFlix, the virtual edition of
LA Ghosts’ popular ghost tour of
Los Angeles, is available as an ondemand streaming platform for
haunted experiences across the
country. Since launching in July,
hundreds of viewers have tuned in
to walk with local guides through
over 15 cities across the U.S. to
visit haunted locations and learn
terrifying stories. Guests on this
safe-at-home tour can type questions and hear answers from passionate local guides who lead the
in-person tours or experience past
ghost tours in the city of their
choice on demand. Shows start at
$13 for on-demand tours, or $15 for
live streamed tours.
Visit laghosttour.com/ghostflix.

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND
WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY OF THE AGENDA
AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION regarding this item, contact Roger Rath,
Assistant Planner in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:
rrath@weho.org
Yvonne Quarker,
City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта.
Для дополнительной информации на русском
языке звоните: 323-848-6826.
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George Clooney was among the lineup of talent at HFPA’s celebration.
photo courtesy of the Museum of Contemporary Art

Hollywood Foreign Press Assoc.
awards $5 million in grants
The Hollywood Foreign Press
Association presented more than $5
million at its annual grants presentation, “HFPA Philanthropy:
Empowering the Next Generation.”
The virtual celebration was hosted by James Corden with special
talent appearances throughout the
show including Anna Kendrick,
Nicole Kidman and George
Clooney.
While the HFPA gave away
grants and scholarships to more
than 70 organizations total, the Oct.
13 celebration specifically highlighted a handful of organizations
that focus on nurturing the next
generation of artists, filmmakers
and storytellers. Los Angeles
County High School for the Arts,
UCLA Film Young Directors and
Inner-City Arts were among several
organizations all given a spotlight
throughout the evening.
“I think of these young people as
the future creative leaders in our
industry,” Corden said.
The HFPA began giving grants as
early as 1989 to higher education
institutions such as UCLA, USC
and the American Cinematheque,
which continue to receive support
today. “Normal People” stars Daisy
Edgar-Jones and Paul Mescal continued the tradition by presenting
educational grants to schools that
understand and promote the importance of student access to art and
theater. Billie Eilish and Finneas
O'Connell presented grants to two
organizations working hard to promote the success of future generations, A Place Called Home and
Outfest Forward.
In recognition of the recent awakening the country has experienced

around systemic racism, especially
within the past year, HFPA Board
Chair Meher Tatna introduced the
organization’s first-ever Social
Justice Grant. The inaugural grant
of $300,000 was awarded to the
Urban Peace Institute, a leading
organization in the field of community safety, just policing, and systems reform to end violence and
mass incarceration.
“As we celebrate our grantees,
and especially the young people
who are the future of our industry,
we keep in our thoughts those who
have been lost and those who have
suffered loss in this difficult year,”
Tatna said. Tracee Ellis Ross presented the grant to prominent civil
rights leader and UPI founder
Connie Rice who spoke about the
critical work the organization does
throughout Los Angeles.
“We created what we call community safety partnership policing;
a policing style that takes gladiator
cops and turns them into
guardians,” Rice said. “Instead of
shock and awe, search and destroy,
mass incarceration and enforcement
– which is what George Floyd’s
neighborhood gets most of the time
from cops – we create police who
are invested in the community,
bond with the community.”
Woven throughout the program,
viewers were treated to musical
numbers featuring Jennifer Hudson,
the cast of “Zoey’s Extraordinary
Playlist” and grant recipients of
Debbie Allen Dance Academy.
Over the last 25 years, the HFPA
has distributed over $44.5 million in
grants to over 70 organizations.
For information, visit goldenglobes.com.

Hollywood Legion Theater celebrates
Halloween with a week of thrillers
The Hollywood Legion Theater
will celebrate Halloween with a
week of favorite genre films at its
newly launched drive-in cinema in
the heart of Hollywood.
On Friday, Oct. 30, the Legion
Theater will delight horror fanatics
with a triple-feature of “Son of
Dracula,” “Creature from the Black
Lagoon” and “Abbott and Costello
Meet Frankenstein.” The evening
also includes a special introduction
from author and Legionnaire Alan
K. Rode and director Joe Dante
(“Gremlins”).
On Halloween night, Saturday,
Oct. 31, there will be two screenings of Alfred Hitchcock's classic
“Psycho.” The screening of the
restored original film will feature
never-before-seen
censored
footage.
“[This] release of ‘Psycho’ hasn't
been seen commercially in 60 years
and we will be the first theatrical
venue in L.A. to screen this

restored film,” theater director
BillSteele said. “We're excited to
premiere this at the Legion drivein.”
With the opening of Legion
drive-in, a new movie is presented
each night of the week by 4K digital projection with advanced stereo
FM sound transmission in an intimate, amphitheater-like setting
with a 38-foot custom-built screen
system and space for 30 cars.
The Hollywood Legion Theater
is among the first in Los Angeles to
offer public screenings seven days
a week. Previously announced this
month is a five-day debut of Stevie
Nicks “24 Karat Gold The
Concert” from Oct. 21 through Oct.
25. The Halloween line-up also
includes “Rosemary’s Baby,” “The
Omen,” “Get Out” and “Psycho,”
among others. Tickets are $65 per
car and $80 for SUVs and trucks.
For information, visit hollywoodlegiontheater.com.

The Aileen Getty Plaza at the Geffen Contemporary at MOCA.

MOCA forms inaugural Environmental Council
The Museum of Contemporary
Art announced the creation of an
Environmental Council, the first
for a major art museum in the
United States. The council is
focused on climate, conservation
and environmental justice in furtherance of the museum’s mission.
“I am grateful and excited
MOCA will be the first U.S.
museum to have an environmental
council supporting the museum’s
meaningful understanding and
engagement on environmental
issues that have been a priority of
mine since I joined the museum,”

MOCA
Director
Klaus
Biesenbach said.
In
development
since
Biesenbach became the director of
MOCA in 2018, the museum will
unfold important initiatives made
possible by the council within the
first year, including financial commitments and expertise to work
toward institution-wide carbon
negativity, carbon-free energy,
environmentally-focused museum
quality exhibitions, educational
programming, related artist support and reductions in emissions
and consumption.

MOCA plans to publicly share
the council’s efforts and progress as
a platform for public dialogue and
engagement on this urgent topic.
MOCA Environmental Council
founders and co-chairs are David
Johnson and Haley Mellin.
The council will support artists
working on critical environmental
issues by financially supporting
meaningful exhibition and educational programming. An upcoming exhibition with the artist
Olafur Eliasson in 2024 will be
supported by the council.
For information, visit moca.org.

Academy reveals winning Nicholl Screenwriters
Five individuals have been
selected as winners of the 2020
Academy Nicholl Fellowships in
Screenwriting competition. The
fellows will each receive a
$35,000 prize and be highlighted
at
the
Academy
Nicholl
Fellowships in Screenwriting
Awards and Virtual Table Read on
Thursday, Dec. 3, where an
ensemble of actors will read
selected scenes from the winning
scripts.
The 2020 winners are James
Acker, for “SadBoi”; Beth Curry,
for “Lemon”; Vanar Jaddou, for
“Goodbye, Iraq”; Kate Marks, for

“The Cow of Queens”; and Jane
Therese, for “Sins of My Father.”
A total of 7,831 scripts were
submitted for this year’s competition. Ten individual screenwriters
were selected as finalists. Their
scripts were then read and judged
by the Academy Nicholl
Fellowships Committee, who ultimately selected the winners.
The 2020 finalists are Kris A.
Holmes, for “The Seeds of Truth”;
Fred Martenson, for “Demons in
America”; Robin Rose Singer, for
“The Lions of Mesopotamia”;
David Harrison Turner, for “Safe
Haven”; Andrew Wankier, for

“Three Heavens.”
Fellowships are awarded with
the understanding that the recipients will each complete a featurelength screenplay during their fellowship year. The Academy
acquires no rights to the works of
Nicholl fellows and does not
involve itself commercially in any
way with their completed scripts.
The global competition, which
aims to identify and encourage talented new screenwriters, has
awarded 166 fellowships since it
began in 1986.
For
information,
visit
oscars.org/nicholl.

Bogie’s Liquor
Let’s GO Dodgers!

Keep COOL watching our
LA Dodgers with your
favorite beverages
from Bogies!

Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs
Wear a Mask & Remember to Social Distance!

5753 Melrose Ave.
Corner of Melrose & Vine • (323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Oct. 11 and Oct. 16. The information was compiled from www.crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los
Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and
the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6200
block of Olympic.

At 9:30 p.m., an attempted robbery
was reported in the 6000 block of
Hollywood.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of N. Windsor.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1300 block of
Gordon at 7:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Hollywood and Schrader at 10:30
p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of The
Grove at 11 a.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 700
block of Crenshaw.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Selma and Ivar.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 100 block of S.
Kings at 11:30 p.m.

Oct. 14

burglarized a vehicle parked in the
900 block of Hancock.

Oct. 12

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6200 block
of Hollywood.

Oct. 11

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8600 block of Sunset
at 12:40 a.m.

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7400
block of Sunset.

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
9900 block of Durant.

Oct. 14

Oct. 12

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Santa
Monica and West Knoll at 10:30
a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1700 block of
N. La Brea at 3 a.m.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

At 1:23 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 400 block of N.
Beverly.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of N.
Palm at 6:24 a.m.
At 1:18 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 200
block of N. Rodeo.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1200 block of N. Flores.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1100 block of N. La
Brea at 7:07 p.m.

Oct. 15

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 9500 block of
Olympic at 10 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 600 block of
Robertson at 1:45 a.m.

Oct. 13

At 7:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1200 block of N. Genesee.

At 3:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 400
block of Palm.

Oct. 14

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of La
Cienega at 4:42 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of S.
Canon at 3:28 p.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 900
block of N. Curson.

At 3:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 400 block
of N. Roxbury.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
Fairfax at 7:45 p.m.

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 9200 block of Civic Center
drive at 6:30 p.m.

At 10:40 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Green Acre and
Santa Monica.

Oct. 16
A vandalism incident was reported
near the corner of Santa Monica
and Alpine at 12:24 p.m.
At 2:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 300
block of N. Rodeo.
A vandalism incident was reported
in the 8800 block of Burton Way at
6:48 p.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
Oct. 11
At 7:25 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted the victim in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1100 block and N.
Fuller at 9:26 p.m.

Oct. 16
At 10:20 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 8600
block of Santa Monica.

Oct. 17
At 1:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8000 block of Santa Monica.

Los Angeles Police
Department
Oct. 11
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 6900 block of Hollywood
at 12:25 a.m.
At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6400
block of Hollywood.

Oct. 12

An unknown suspect committed a
theft in the 5800 block of Sunset at
4:30 a.m.

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8400
block of Santa Monica.

At 7:50 a.m., an attempted burglary was reported in the 6300
block of Sunset.

An arson fire was reported in the
7900 block of Santa Monica at
4:29 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8900 block of
Sunset at 4 p.m.

At 10:05 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
1100 block of N. Formosa.

At 4:25 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8500
block of Beverly.

Oct. 13

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 800 block of
N. Las Palmas at 6 p.m.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 700
block of Crenshaw.
An unknown suspect committed a
vehicle burglary in the 100 block of
Kings at 3:40 a.m.
At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1100
block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of La Cienega
and Wilshire at 5 a.m.
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1700 block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6100 block of
Hollywood at 2 p.m.
At 2:25 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of Vine.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of N.
Las Palmas at 3:20 p.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 5200
block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Sunset and Van Ness at 2:45 a.m.
At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 800
block of N. La Brea.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 6000 block of
Hollywood at 9:30 a.m.
At 11:20 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
8400 block of Beverly.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7200 block of
Beverly at 11:25 a.m.
At 12:10 p.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 5600
block of W. Eighth.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft from a vehicle parked
in the 7400 block of Beverly at
11:30 p.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 5100 block
of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 7600 block of
Hollywood at 5 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
5700 block of Carlton Way.

Oct. 13

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7200 block of
Hollywood at 6 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6500 block of
Sunset at 3:25 a.m.

At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7100
block of Melrose.

At 3:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1600
block of Vine.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7000 block of
Willoughby at 6:55 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of N.
Fairfax at 7 a.m.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1200
block of Gordon.

At 11:30 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
1500 block of Courtney.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
N. Orange at 7:45 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 100 block of The
Grove at 2 p.m.

At 7:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1500 block of Wilcox.

At 3:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft from a
vehicle parked in the 7900 block of
Beverly.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Barton and
Western at 10:40 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1200 block of N.
Highland at 4:15 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7100 block of Hawthorn.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Sunset and Sycamore at 5:05 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1600 block of N. Wilton.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Fountain and Cahuenga at 9:20
p.m.

Oct. 15
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of Hauser
at 1:17 a.m.

At noon, an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked in the
900 block of S. Masselin.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6300 block of W.
Third at 1:15 p.m.
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of S. Detroit.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Highland and Hawthorn at 7:20 p.m.
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Melrose and Kings.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1500 block of
N. Cahuenga at 8:35 p.m.
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 6900
block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of
Hollywood and Highland at 10:30
p.m.
At 10:45 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 1700 block of N. Cherokee.

Oct. 16
At 12:50 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 1400
block of N. Highland.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of S.
Manhattan at 1:14 a.m.
At 9:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1000
block of N. Highland.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6000 block of
Hollywood at 10 a.m.
At 10:50 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
600 block of S. Dunsmuir.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Gardner and Rosewood at noon.
At 12:55 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim near the
corner of Selma and Wilcox.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1800 block of N.
Cahuenga at 3 p.m.
At 3:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted the victim near the corner of Santa Monica and Las
Palmas.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 800 block of N.
Van Ness at 5:30 p.m.
At 7:01 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5800
block of Franklin.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Hollywood and Ivar at 8 p.m.

At 1:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5900
block of Sunset.

8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1400
block of N. Ivar.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
N. Oxford at 4:40 a.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1600 block of
N. Ivar at 8:45 p.m.

At 7:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1700
block of El Cerrito.

At 10:15 p.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 7000 block of Hawthorn.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 5600 block of
Sunset at 8:10 a.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of
Hollywood and Ivar at 11:30 p.m.
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that on October 29, 2020, at
8:30 a.m., or as soon thereafter
as the matter may be heard, in
Department 24 of the Los
Angeles County Superior Court
– Stanley Mosk Courthouse,
located at 111 North Hill Street,
Los Angeles, California 90012,
Petitioner Michael Villalpando
intends to apply for an order,
pursuant
to
California
Government Code §§ 6008 and
6020, declaring Beverly Press
to be a newspaper of general
circulation for the City of
Beverly Hills and County of Los
Angeles, State of California.
Los Angeles County Superior
Court Case No. 19STCP04891.

DOG WALKER
COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
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The Signature Spice Blend
combines a medley of herbs
with hints of lemon and notes
of pepper.
Buy it today &
Spice up your Life!

www.shop.inemilyskitchen.com

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across
1. Chest muscle
4. Unceasingly
8. ROI
14. ___ moment
15. ___ record
16. Eggstone
17. Temperature controls, briefly
18. Pioneering 1982 sci-fi film
19. Hammer user
20. Drake hit lyric, “I only love …”
23. “___, old chap”
24. Debauchee
25. Deep down
29. Deductive
34. Malt kiln
36. Get together
37. Beyonce and Jay-Z hit lyric, “Stack
my money fast and go (fast, fast, go) …
”
44. Breezed through
45. Buck passers?
46. Dramatizes
50. More tightly fitted
55. Air force, abbr.
57. Fit
58. Sophie hit song phrase
65. Zoomed
66. Org. with eligibility rules
67. Roman 3
68. Oust
69. Hit hard
70. Maddox, to Angelina
71. Eye site

72. Whereabouts
73. Part of some addresses, abbr.
Down
1. Guamanian singing star
2. Enclose in a sac
3. Algiers’ district
4. Cornerstone abbr.
5. Miles of “Psycho”
6. School that Ian Fleming (and James
Bond) attended
7. Time off
8. Pay
9. Gadabout
10. Mélange
11. Shoot
12. Couple
13. Prefix with hertz
21. Design sense
22. Emu’s extinct cousin
26. Inspiration for “You’ve Got Mail”
27. International Bollywood star (last
name)
28. Sound of disapproval
30. Personal statement intro
31. Original manufacturer's item
32. Southern soldier
33. OJ’s judge
35. Legendary Nugent
37. Airline regulator
38. N.C. State is in it
39. Fix
40. N.F.L. stats
41. Calendar pages, abbr.

42. Longing for
43. Baton Rouge sch.
47. Win a hotdog consumption contest,
e.g.
48. Comfortable with
49. Road crew goo
51. Phone trio
52. Loud
53. Mama Cass ___
54. Amber and balsam
56. Finland natives

58. “The jig ___!”
59. Not stereo
60. Sail holder
61. Wall-to-wall carpet measure
62. Type of palm
63. Café au ___
64. Severe blow

answers on page 31

*To our loyal Crossword Puzzlers:
we apologize last week’s puzzle was incorrect and unable to work. Enjoy this week’s!
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Academy Dialogues helps with Hollywood branding

photo courtesy of KCCLA

Festival showcases Korean dance
The Korean Cultural Center,
Los Angeles presents “Korean
Artists Day” as part of the virtual
“Los Angeles Dance Festival
2020” on Saturday, Oct. 24, from
noon to midnight.
The program is presented in
conjunction with the Los Angeles
Dance Festival, Luckman Fine
Arts Complex and the Seoul
International Dance Festival in
TANK. Celebrating its eighth
year, the festival runs through

Oct. 25.
This year, all programs were
virtual and available to the public.
The LADF features top dancers
who are recognized locally,
nationally and internationally.
The dancers and choreographers
work in feature films, television
shows, music videos, commercials and concert tours.
For information and a schedule,
visit kccla.org, ladancefest.org
and luckmanarts.org.

28 years ago, new LAPD Chief
touts ‘a better tomorrow’

Newly-appointed Los Angeles Police Department Chief Willie
Williams addressed a crowd of approximately 1,000 community
members in this photograph in the Oct. 22, 1992, issue of the Park
Labrea News and Beverly Press. Williams, who was appointed following the resignation of Chief Daryl Gates after the Los Angeles
Riots that year, was the special guest at a reception hosted by the
Hancock Park Homeowners Association and other local community
groups. Williams was praised as a champion of diversity following
a period of social unrest. The theme of the event was “working
together for a better tomorrow.” Williams served with the department until 1997 and was credited with further implementing the
department’s community policing program in which senior lead
officers are assigned to address the individual needs of specific
neighborhoods and act as liaisons between the department and residents. The program remains in place today.

Part of the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences’
Academy Aperture 2025 initiative,
“Academy Dialogues: It Starts
With Us” is a new series of virtual
panels, with conversations about
race, ethnicity, gender, history,
opportunity and the art of filmmaking. The upcoming panel addresses
the importance of having a vision,
investing in yourself and building a
business brand by taking control to
tell new and authentic stories.
“With our ‘Academy Dialogues’
series, the Academy is creating a
space for our members – and the
public – to talk about inclusion in a
way that is timely, relevant and
allows for a meaningful exchange
on how to bring systemic change to

Hollywood,” said Lorenza Muñoz,
executive vice president, Member
Relations and Awards. “These conversations may be uncomfortable
for some, but they are necessary to
broaden the stories that are getting
told and increase opportunities for
those who have been excluded.”
The latest episode in the series,
“Academy Dialogues: Owning
Your Brand,” features a conversation with Academy governor and
producer
DeVon
Franklin
(“Breakthrough”),
Franklin
Leonard, founder and CEO of the
Black List, producer Debra Martin
Chase (“Harriet”) and M88 president, managing partner and cofounder Phillip Sun discussing their
professional journeys and finding

photo courtesy of the Academy

Debra Martin Chase

success outside of the traditional
Hollywood system.
For more information, visit
oscars.org.
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Tina and Jerry Moss give $25M to Music Center

photo courtesy of KCCLA

Artist Elle Lee teaches about the Korean Art of Bojagi.

View Korean Art ‘Bojagi’ @ Home
The Korean Cultural Center
Los Angeles is presenting the
online project “Korean Art @
Home ‘Bojagi’” via its online
platforms.
Bojagi is the Korean word for a
reusable wrapping cloth. They are
usually square with various sizes,
colors and designs used for giftwrapping, transportation, storage
or home decoration.
“Bojagi is a very practical and
versatile object for everyday life,
because you can use it almost
everywhere. And it is also very
artistic,” a KCCLA spokesperson
said.
Bojagi artist Ellen Lee introduces the episode which delves
into the history and culture of

Korean Bojagi. Lee also talks
about different types of materials
and teaches basic wrapping techniques of four Bojagi knots.
In Korean culture, Bojagi originated from an ancient folk belief
that wrapping objects up was like
preserving fortune and blessings.
In particular, for weddings, wrapping all the gifts between the two
families represents wishing the
bride and groom everlasting happiness.
The online project was
designed for KCCLA audiences
to enjoy through numerous digital
platforms including KCCLA’s
official
website,
YouTube,
Facebook and Instagram.
For information, visit kccla.org.

photo courtesy of Mike Pingel

Quarantine walks yield vibrant
book of West Hollywood flowers
Local photographer Mike Pingel
has released a new picture book of
neighborhood flowers based on his
quarantine walks in West
Hollywood. The book, “Flowers of
West Hollywood: From My 2020
Quarantine Walks” is available on
Amazon.
The book is full of images of
flowers that Pingel, a resident of
West Hollywood, took during his
daily walks from the beginning of
the pandemic in March through
July 2020. For many years, Pingel
has enjoyed logging in his daily
10,000 steps and he has continued
to stay active throughout the pandemic.

On one of these walks, Pingel
said he noticed that the flowers
seemed to be happy.
“I hope you enjoy the beautiful
flowers that have brought so much
joy to me and the people of West
Hollywood,” Pingel said.
The 102-page, soft-back book
has nearly 100 full color images of
the flowers that Pingel encountered
during his walks.
In addition to his new book,
Pingel has also authored “Betty
White Rules the World,” “Angelic
Heaven: A Fan's Guide to Charlie's
Angels” and other books.
For
information,
visit
facebook.com/flowersweho.

The Music Center announced it
had received a $25 million gift
from philanthropists Tina and
Jerry Moss to benefit new programming initiatives. It marks the
largest gift in Music Center history for programming and will be
used to establish new initiatives,
including a free annual summer
concert on the newly named Jerry
Moss Plaza at the Music Center,
along with more opportunities for
L.A. artists and community
groups.
The gift will also be used to further sustain and enhance the
Music Center’s commitment to
free and low-cost events and formally launch arts partnerships
with community organizations to
help uplift artists and their work,
with an emphasis on Black,
Indigenous and people of color, or
BIPOC, artists.
Jerry Moss, a longtime Music
Center supporter since 1968, is the
music executive who co-founded
A&M Records with partner Herb
Alpert and guided the careers of
major artists, including Quincy
Jones, the Carpenters, Joe Cocker,
Sting and Janet Jackson.
Other significant gifts over the
years include $20 million from
philanthropist Glorya Kaufman,
which made it possible for the performing arts center to create the
highly popular Glorya Kaufman
Presents Dance at the Music
Center series. A $12 million gift
from Music Center Board of
Directors
Chair
Cindy
Miscikowski and the RingMiscikowski/Ring Foundation
seeded the launch of the TMC Arts
Fund to produce arts education,

photo courtesy of the Music Center

Tina and Jerry Moss

dance and public programs at the
Music Center.
“Music and the arts have always
been a large part of our lives as
well as providing a sense of passion and purpose,” Tina and Jerry
Moss said in a joint statement.
“Given its focus on reaching even
more Angelenos with meaningful,
relevant programs, the Music
Center is well-positioned to realize our dreams for this gift.”
“We are thrilled with the organization’s plans to not only to
build capacity to deepen the cultural lives of L.A. residents, but
also to pay it forward and help
strengthen the ability of artists
who don’t often have the chance
to create and innovate due to lack
of support,” they added.
Seeking an opportunity to give
back to the community where he
built his business and experienced
his success, Jerry Moss added, “I

consider myself a music man, and
I want to celebrate that at this
stage of my life.”
The Music Center will develop
and produce an annual celebration
of music on the Jerry Moss Plaza
each summer, featuring a headliner and performers whose artistry
and appeal resonate with Moss’s
music legacy. The new funding
will also be used for critical
amenities, such as the purchase
and installation of a state-of-theart sound system for the Jerry
Moss Plaza.
In tandem with this gift, the
Music Center will formally establish the Music Center’s Partner
Network Initiative to help ensure
BIPOC artists have more opportunities to present their work at the
Music Center and in neighborhoods across L.A. County.
For information, visit musiccenter.org.
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The Wallis presents free virtual panel on philanthropy
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Grand Park's Downtown Dia de los Muertos 2019.

Grand Park’s Downtown Día de los
Muertos begins Oct. 24
Grand Park will again honor the
cultural tradition of Día de los
Muertos– Day of the Dead – with a
series of free, family friendly programs curated for the COVID era
with a focus on personal well-being
and collective healing throughout
the 12-day celebration.
“Grand Park’s Día de los
Muertos accentuates and honors life
by reuniting the living and the dead
through remembrance. This year,
Grand Park’s combination of digital
and public art programming takes
on special meaning in addressing
the stress, fear and anxiety many in
our community are experiencing as
a result of COVID-19 and the many
inequities and injustices in our society, especially against communities
of color, that the pandemic has laid
bare this year,” Grand Park Director
Julia Diamond said.
The eighth annual Grand Park’s
Downtown Día de los Muertos, a
presentation by TMC Arts, the
Music Center’s programming
engine, takes place from Oct. 24, to
Nov. 4 with a mix of digital programs, including an online artsbased workshop, digital ofrendas
(altars) and audio storytelling,
along with socially distant public
art installations in Grand Park and
on the Music Center Plaza. Self
Help Graphics will be curating 11
large-scale altar installations by
artists and community partner organizations.
In homage to the toll the pandemic has taken on individuals and
communities throughout Los
Angeles, Grand Park’s Downtown
Día de los Muertos will also help
raise the importance of coping
skills and mental health awareness.
To that end, two photo exhibits,
“Healing Sanctuaries” and “Soul
Survivors,” will be located on the
Music Center Plaza containing
messaging and suggested public
resources, from the Los Angeles
County Department of Mental
Health and Why We Rise.
“Those who have passed always
have special meaning in our hearts,
but, this year, the loss and sorrow is
collective for Angelenos and for our
nation. Grand Park’s Downtown
Día de los Muertos not only preserves the cultural traditions for
those who observe it, but also offers
ways for all to learn from and share
in its ethos,” said Josephine
Ramirez, executive vice president,
TMC Arts. “While current public
health actions such as social dis-

tancing can make people feel isolated, Grand Park’s Downtown Día de
los Muertos reminds us we are not
alone. We find solace and connection in the arts through ways that
can bring us together with a shared
mission to understand and appreciate each other.”
To deepen appreciation and provide context of the public art installations, Grand Park will offer attendees the option of listening to fiveminute pre-recorded audio guides
with insights by the artists to complement altar viewing. Park-goers
can access the storytelling through
Grand Park’s Mixcloud and
YouTube channels.
For information, visit grandparkla.org and musiccenter.org.

The Wallis Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts will present
“Center Stage: A Fundraiser’s Guide
to Radical Philanthropy in 2020 &
Beyond” on Monday, Oct. 26.
The live virtual panel, which
begins at 10 a.m., is geared for the
arts and culture community. During
the free 75-minute presentation and
panel discussion, which will be
moderated by CCS Fundraising
Corporate Vice President Aashika
Patel prominent philanthropists and
fundraising experts will explore the
different ways the philanthropic
sector is addressing the work of
mission-building and fundraising
with fresh ideas and new eyes during this critical time.
“As we chart our emergence
from the global pandemic crisis,
The Wallis is facing the same challenging fundraising issues as many
of our colleagues in the arts community across the county,” said

Rachel Fine, The Wallis’ executive
director and CEO, who will host the
event. “With an eye to community
engagement and informing the next
generation of major donors to the
arts, this panel discussion addresses
the outlook for the arts in 2021 and
provides novel strategies and concepts that for fundraisers can apply
to their own scenarios.”
The keynote speaker is Dr. Una
Osili from the Indiana University
Lilly School of Philanthropy. An
internationally recognized expert
on economic development and philanthropy, she recently testified to
the U.S. Congress Joint Economic
Committee on supporting charitable giving during the COVID-19
crisis. She also leads the research
and publication of Giving USA, the
annual report on American philanthropy.
Osili is joined by panelists
Michael Fleming, executive direc-
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Dr. Una Osili

tor of the David Bohnett
Foundation, a grant-making foundation charged with improving
society through social activism, and
Lisa Greer, a Beverly Hills philanthropist
and
author
of
“Philanthropy Revolution.” Other
panelists will be announced closer
to the event.
Visit thewallis.org/centerstage.

Natural History Museum goes spooky for Halloween
This Halloween season, the
Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles County will present two
spooky festivities.
On Saturday, Oct. 24, NHMLAC will host the first ever
Haunted Museum at Home.
Discover the science of slime with
goopy games, sticky scientific
demonstrations and creepy presentations. The virtual event will be
held over Zoom, and will feature a
pumpkin carving demonstration
with a paleontologist, a live Spider
Q&A, a dive into the deep, dark
and bizarre world of fish with the
curator of ichthyology, and more.
Haunted Museum at Home is presented in partnership with
Nickelodeon, which will be
matching the donation of 100 participants.
The seasonal Spider Pavilion
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Spiders abound at the Natural History Museum.

will be open to the public for limited days and hours from Oct. 25
through Nov. 29, with previews
for members and invited community partners beginning Oct. 22.
The Spider Pavilion features several hundred orbweaver spiders in

an outdoor enclosure filled with
plants, natural light and spacious
pathways that allow visitors to
safely connect with nature in the
heart of L.A. Advanced tickets are
required for entry.
For information, visit nhm.org.
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Rodeo decorations offer
‘Visions of Holiday Glamour’

From page 1

“Hopefully, this installation will
bring a little bit of happiness to
visitors and residents and the
merchants on this street.”
The council vote mirrored the
recommendation made by the
City Council liaison committee
of Mayor Lester Friedman and
Councilwoman Lili Bosse, who
worked with the Rodeo Drive
Committee to finesse the proposal.
Bosse highlighted to her colleagues that the money used to
fund the median décor would be
transient occupancy tax funds
specifically earmarked for marketing purposes.
“I want to be sure that everyone knows we were concerned
about safety. And I think that the
installation is cognizant of that,
and I think that appropriate precautions have been taken,”
Friedman said. “It really looks
beautiful. I think that this is tasteful. It’s within a budget that is
reasonable.”
For the safety of Rodeo Drive
visitors, a 42-inch tall railing will
be placed around the median. In
addition, as in previous years,
surveillance signage will be
placed throughout the median to
further deter any entry onto the
median.
The décor includes 10 female
mannequins adorned with three
shades of glitter – champagne,
copper and bronze – and attired
in vibrant faux floral gowns fabricated to withstand the elements.
Nine will be positioned along the
200-block to 400-block stretch of
the Rodeo Drive median atop
elevated red, runway-style platforms. A 10th mannequin positioned on the sidewalk at the
intersection of Dayton Way and
Rodeo Drive will serve as a
photo opportunity for visitors.

“We also think that having a
pretty photo opportunity might
make this more likely to keep this
a safe environment and installation,” Gohari said.
During the evening, the installations will be lit with spotlights,
and the red runway will be lit
with interwoven red lights. There
will be no additional cost to
replace any faux flowers during
the display period, according to
the staff report.
The Rodeo Drive Committee
has historically created a Rodeo
Drive median holiday display,
which transforms the area into an
iconic holiday destination. This
year, holiday-themed gowns will
honor Hanukkah and Christmas,
in addition to celebrating the season in other ways.
The staff reports stated: “The
RDC and city have selected JBB
for the 2020 holiday décor due to
their excellent execution of the
2019 holiday programming for
Rodeo Drive … and … in the
interest of time it is recommended the City Council waive the
bidding requirements.”
Additional décor includes six
ornament-covered poles placed
along the street which will display a two sided-banner showcasing “Visions of Holiday
Glamour.” As in years past, all
trees will all be wrapped in
Christmas twinkle lights with
lighted teardrops hanging from
the foliage.
“We’re really recognizing that
this is a unique time in history for
all of us and for our community.
And for presenting something
that we as a city can be very
proud of … something that was
magical during the day and the
night,” Bosse said. “I think this is
going to be truly magnificent and
exciting.”
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John Kilroy demanded progress in combating homelessness during the
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce’s 2020 Economic Development Summit.

Hollywood summit keynote
stresses progress on pandemic

From page 3

we have to give it time to work,”
eschewing calls from some economics and political leaders that another
stimulus is necessary.
“Get control of this virus and
money [begins to recirculate]. Don’t
worry about the recovery. Get control of the virus and the recovery
will handle itself,” he said.
Thornberg also said he does not
expect long-term behavior to
change very drastically once the
pandemic is over, though he noted
that “miserablism,” which he
defined as “the inability to have
honest conversations about what is

right and what is wrong in our
economy,” would prohibit governments, companies and individuals
from acting in their own interest
and in the greater interest, much as
the politicization of the mask
debate has hurt the ability of the
nation to “pull together” and “work
together” to limit the spread of the
virus. Until that changes, “panicdriven policies” will prevent the
economy from reaching its potential, he said.
“It’s time to go back to a world
that’s driven by data and logic,”
Thornberg said.

Hotel to join nearby development projects
From page 1

district, said aside from the CNN
Building – the only corner of
Sunset and Cahuenga not affected –
that intersection is “underdeveloped relative to what they could be,
from a best- and highest-use perspective,” especially considering
that intersection is “simply the center of Hollywood.”
“I think in Hollywood, there is a
tolerance for density in the right
places,” Larson said. “I think that’s
the real trick. Not all of Hollywood
is a historic district. As a community,
we need places to grow and places
for jobs to be located. It’s just smart
planning to co-locate density of all
forms near the transportation infrastructure and close to your job centers. The major driver here, I believe,
is employment and the emergence of
Hollywood as a neighborhood in
Los Angeles, rather than simply a
tourist destination.”
Larson added that this project is
exciting for the Hollywood community.
“We are always encouraged to
see when parties are interested in
investing in Hollywood,” he said.
“The latest announcement comes at
a welcome time where good news
is really cherished, particularly
given the impact of the pandemic
on the hotels and tourism sector.”
The new project is one of 17
hotels in Hollywood that are under
construction, approved or seeking
entitlements from the city.
“We’ve got 1,796 hotel rooms
that are currently under construction or entitled, and an additional
941 rooms across seven properties
seeking entitlements,” he said.

photo by Cameron Kiszla

The two-story structure at 6445 Sunset Blvd. may be torn down to make
way for a 13-story hotel.

These new rooms will join the
2,200 rooms that exist in the boundaries of the Hollywood BID –
which includes the Hollywood
Walk of Fame, portions of major
streets like Highland Avenue, Vine
Street, Cahuenga Boulevard and
areas as far south as Santa Monica
Boulevard – and approximately
4,200 hotel rooms in Hollywood as
a whole.
Larson said the growth in hotels
is driven by the growth of jobs in
Hollywood and the neighborhood’s
location in Los Angeles.
“When you look at the hotels that
are in the pipeline, you see a migration southward, which aligns perfectly with the new office projects
that are either under construction or
proposed for Hollywood,” he said.

“It’s really that center of gravity
shifting southward along the Sunset
corridor. Five out of the six planned
office projects inside my BID
boundary are planned for south of
Sunset boulevard … [And]
Hollywood remains centrally located within Los Angeles, with very
easy access and rail connections to
downtown, the westside and very
soon, Beverly Hills. It’s a great central location for anyone visiting
L.A.”
Tony Arranaga, spokesman for
Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, said
O’Farrell “is waiting for the City
Planning department to complete its
evaluation of the proposed project
before deciding on whether or not to
provide support.”
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Rail project could require funding from WeHo

From page 1

for nearby businesses? What are the
first- and last-mile projects to get
people to and from those stations?
What can the city do to reduce those
construction impacts?” Associate
Planner David Fenn said.
The study will be conducted by
Cityworks Design and will cost the
city approximately $554,000.
The city’s vote comes on the
heels of a vote by Metro’s board of
directors to authorize an environmental impact report to examine the
project’s three potential routes.
The routes all begin where the
Crenshaw/LAX line currently ends
at Crenshaw and Exposition boulevards, then travel north up
Crenshaw Boulevard and San
Vicente Boulevard. Once on San
Vicente, two routes split, one going
north up La Brea Avenue and
another going up Fairfax Avenue.
The Fairfax route splits again at
Beverly Boulevard, with the hybrid
route heading west until it turns
north onto San Vicente Boulevard
again, then turns at Santa Monica
Boulevard. All three routes run east
along Santa Monica Boulevard,
then turn north on Highland Avenue
before joining the red line at the
Hollywood/Highland station.
A potential continuation of the
line past the Hollywood/Highland
station, which would provide a more
direct connection to the Hollywood
Bowl, is also considered.
The council’s vote was unanimous, but Councilwoman Lauren
Meister was initially dubious of the
study, which she said was expensive
and potentially ill-timed. The city
had already allotted $2.4 million for
the Metro rail project, bringing the
new total to approximately $3 million, Meister said. She questioned

why this study would be happening
concurrently with the Metro EIR
instead of happening before the
Metro study, when the results could
have been used to help sway
Metro’s choice of potential routes,
or after, once the EIR identifies
more about the routes.
“I don’t understand why we’re
proposing a $554,000 study before
we know what is possible based on
the environmental impact report …
Wouldn’t it make more sense to
wait until we know that we have the
route that we want, and then work
on the technical analysis when it’s
just focusing on the one route and
maybe the price tag would be lower
because it wouldn’t be looking at
three different [alignments]?”
Meister said.
City staff and other council members responded that the city’s study
could help sway Metro in decisions
about the placement of stations and
other questions that will arise from
its EIR.
“We understand, it does appear to
be a lot of money, but this is a major
investment in this city’s future …
We think it’s really critical for us,
looking at this in the long term, that
we take this step early in the
process to influence Metro,”
responded John Keho, director of
the city’s Planning & Development
Services Department.
“The things that I’ve heard from
people in West Hollywood who are
most skeptical about Metro have
been, ‘How do we make sure that
we’re doing this the way that we
want it done in West Hollywood?’ I
think that’s what this whole plan is
about. That’s why we need to support this tonight,” Mayor Lindsey
Horvath said.

“There is incredible support in the
community for bringing Metro rail
to West Hollywood … This is a priority for members of the public.
Going forward with staff’s recommendation at this time is really critical because we need to make sure
that we have the information necessary to make sure that whatever stations are located in West Hollywood
are configured in a way that makes
sense for our residents and makes
sense for our businesses,” Mayor
Pro Tempore John Heilman added.
West Hollywood would like to see
the project, which is scheduled to
begin in 2041, accelerated by as
much as 20 years, but for that to happen, the city may have to contribute
up to 25% of the funding that will be
required for the work in the city of
West Hollywood, which could mean
hundreds of millions of dollars.
Councilman John Duran made
sure to clarify that he was most
strongly in support of the hybrid
route, the westernmost route that
would best serve the city’s entertainment districts, but he was
“absolutely not interested with
moving forward with another dollar” if the La Brea route were chosen, as it “does almost nothing for
the people of the city of West
Hollywood.”
Community and Legislative
Affairs Manager John Leonard said
Metro is aware that West Hollywood
largely prefers the hybrid route.
“In our discussions we have with
Metro, they know our preference is
for the western alignment, and
specifically, the hybrid is the one
[remaining option],” Leonard said.
“I think they understand that that is
our preferred alignment and that, if
there is going to be a financial con-

WeHo commission to consider use of force

From page 1

Ramirez cited as a role model.
After confrontations between
protesters and the driver of a car
that went through the protest but
did not strike or injure anyone,
Ramirez said he ordered that two
trucks that were part of the protest
be removed. When deputies tried
to arrest one of the drivers, a protester shoved a deputy, leading to
the struggle in which the suspect
was struck with the shield,
Ramirez said.
“Assaulting one of my deputies
was the catalyst for what we witnessed, and our deputies took
quick, decisive action,” Ramirez
said.
Ramirez said a use-of-force
investigation is ongoing, and he
“respectfully ask[ed] that we
reserve judgment until the investigation has been completed.”
“I know the body armor, the
shields and the less-lethal
weaponry, they look intimidating,
but many of those [deputies] are
the same folks who march in our
Pride parade, wear rainbow patches, wave rainbow flags and are the
same folks who take pictures with
our visitors and our citizens,”
Ramirez said.
After the council’s vote, the
Sept. 25 incident will be part of a
larger discussion of the use of force
by law enforcement in the Public
Safety Commission meeting.
“First and foremost, our
responsibility is to keep our community safe, and we can and
should have discussions about

what sheriff department protocols
are, because I know that a lot of
the videos that I saw were quite
upsetting and caused a lot of concern in the community,” Mayor
Lindsey Horvath said.
The council also followed up
on their Sept. 21 discussion, in
which several council members
criticized the words and actions of
Los Angeles County Sheriff Alex
Villanueva. The council’s Oct. 19
decision to support the investigation into the alleged gang activity
in the LASD follows last month’s
support for Los Angeles County
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, 3rd
District, who joined the L.A.
County Sheriff Citizens Oversight
Commission in calling for
Villanueva’s resignation.
On Oct. 19, however,
Councilman John D’Amico
pushed back against the calls for
Villanueva to resign. Though he
noted “concern” with Villanueva’s
leadership, he made clear he wanted West Hollywood “to have a
relationship with the sheriff” and
find common ground in order to
bring about positive change, as
“there’s a lot of work to do.”
“I’m not interested in dead-ending that [relationship] … but I’m
disappointed that our supervisor
has done that. I’m disappointed
that the Civilian Oversight
Commission has done that … I
would like for us to have a relationship with our elected sheriff,”
D’Amico said.
During the discussion, the

council also received an update on
its request to have the Center for
Policing Equity study data from
the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station to recommend ways to
improve justice and equity in
policing.
Kristin Cook, the city’s public
safety director, said after the
killing of George Floyd by
Minneapolis police, CPE is “overwhelmed with national requests
for assistance,” but if the organization has time to work with West
Hollywood, it will likely happen
at the end of this year. For West
Hollywood to provide data to
CPE, approval will be required
from the county, Cook added.
During his biannual update,
Ramirez also highlighted some of
the reductions in crime in West
Hollywood, including “unprecedented declines” in vehicle burglary, theft and robbery over this
time last year, and pointed out
that the use of body-worn cameras for deputies began earlier
this month.
“Once the entire station is
trained, every deputy assigned to
patrol West Hollywood will be
mandated to wear one. The West
Hollywood Station is excited at
the prospect of being one of the
stations chosen to participate in
this pilot project, as body cameras
will not only provide a heightened
level of police transparency, but
assist in increased public confidence at both the local and national level,” Ramirez said.

map courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

tribution made from the city, it’s
going to be less likely if it’s not the
preferred alignment.”
Councilman John D’Amico also
said the city could lobby federal
officials for more funding, and his
colleagues agreed.
“We could certainly … have staff
come back with a strategy for lobbying not only our Congressman
Adam Schiff, but also neighboring
Congressmen and women … to see
if they have a couple of billion dollars laying around that they’re willing to send to help fund this,”
D’Amico said.
City staff said the fact that the
project is moving at this pace bodes
well for potential acceleration.

Leonard said a “best-case scenario”
for the completion of the EIR is
three years, though Fenn said the
Crenshaw Northern Extension’s
final route will likely be chosen in
the first year or two of that process.
Given this timeline, construction
could begin as soon as five years
from now, Leonard said.
“Executing a $50 million EIR
contract is not something you want
to do if you want it to sit on a shelf,
but as an agency, they can’t commit
to a more firm start of construction
until we have the parallel commitments on our side and the county
and the funding package, and those
have to be developed in consultation
with those agencies,” Fenn said.

Senior housing project aims
to preserve structures
From page 5

WeHo
North-Santa
Monica
Neighborhood opposed the project
on the grounds that it violated the
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation.
“We cite page 156 … ‘Ensuring
that the addition is subordinate and
secondary to the historic building
and is compatible in massing, scale,
materials, relationship of solids to
voids, and color.’ Not recommended is ‘Constructing a new addition
that is as large as or larger than the
historic building, which visually
overwhelms it,’” he wrote. “We the
residents believe this to be explicit
prohibition.”
In fact, many written comments
opposing the project highlighted the
diminution of the area’s historic
character.
Josh Cohen, who lives adjacent
to the proposed project, said he
believed it would “severely damage
the neighborhood feel and charm”
and noted that Palm Avenue residents have consistently opposed the
proposal.
An Oct. 13 email from Manny
Rodriguez, vice president of the
West Hollywood West Residents
Association, further supported the
project, writing: “The assisted living facility proposed at 923-931
Palm Ave. is a much needed and
worthwhile development that will
also enhance, rejuvenate and add
new relevance to the historic bungalows currently on the property.”
The project site is surrounded by
mostly multi-family residential
buildings, including a four-story
multi-family building adjacent to

the south, and a five-story multifamily building adjacent to the
north.
“It is staff’s assessment that the
proposed project will create less
impacts on surrounding properties
than a standard multi-family building,” the staff report stated. “And as
a senior housing project, the building will generate fewer daily vehicle trips than a standard multi-family building.”
In anticipation of the vote to
delay the hearing, Commissioner
Lynn Hoopingarner said that postponing the hearing would be the
“fair and balanced” decision.
“This would be the first and only
opportunity [for the neighborhood
group] to present their position to
the Planning Commission in a public hearing,” she said.
If approved by the Planning
Commission next month, Stevens
said he expected it would take two
years to complete the project.

Answers From Page 26
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