
West Hollywood will the appeal 
the decision on the amount of hous-
ing the state of California is requir-
ing to be built in the city between 
2021 and 2029. 

In accordance with a state man-
date, the Southern California 
Association of Governments con-
firmed its Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment numbers on Sept. 4. 
Between 2021 and 2029, West 
Hollywood will be required to build 
3,924 units: 1,063 for very low-
income households, 687 for low-
income households, 681 for moder-
ate-income households and 1,493 
for above-moderate-income house-
holds.  

While council members did not 
dispute that more housing is need-
ed, they questioned the fairness of 
the process during their Sept. 21 
meeting.  

So far in this cycle –  the fifth 
cycle, which lasts from 2013 to 
2021 –  West Hollywood has far 
exceeded the RHNA’s goals, city 
staff pointed out. 

“Last cycle, we had a much 
lower allocation due to the fact that 
a lot of the data collection was 
established during the economic 
downturn in 2008 as a baseline, so 
we ended up with 77 units. We 
actually produced 2,259 units thus 
far because the cycle is not over,” 
Senior Planner Rachel Dimond 
said. 

Meanwhile, other nearby cities 
were given the similar allotments 

for this upcoming cycle, and City 
Council members and city staff said 
the other nearby cities did not pro-
duce nearly as many new housing 
units as West Hollywood. 
According to Beverly Hills 
spokesman Keith Sterling, Beverly 
Hills has awarded permits for 201 
units as of 2019, when it was 
required to build only three units 

The quest to bring rail service to 
West Hollywood is one step closer 
to coming to fruition. 

The Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority Board of Directors 
included approximately $2.8 mil-
lion for the environmental impact 
report for the Crenshaw Northern 
Extension in its fiscal year 2021 
budget, which was approved on 
Sept. 24.  

The funding won’t be enough to 
complete the environmental 
report, which David Fenn, an 
associate planner for the city of 
West Hollywood’s Long Range 
Planning Division, said could take 
up to 36 months to complete, but 
it allows work to begin on the EIR 
in a timely fashion. Additional 
funding can be allotted in next 
year’s budget, Fenn added. 

“The EIR is probably not going 
to get into high gear until 2021, 
then there’s only a few months 

until the next fiscal year starts next 
summer … They’re really not 
going to get into the heavy analy-
sis work until later, and our hope 
is we’re going to work with Los 
Angeles, the county and Metro to 
increase the allocation in later fis-
cal years to make up the differ-
ence,” he said.  

Timeliness is an important ele-
ment, as West Hollywood hopes 
to accelerate the project – antici-
pated to open in 2047 –  by as 
much as 20 years. That accelera-

tion will depend on how much 
funding West Hollywood and the 
city and county of Los Angeles 
can contribute, as well as outside 
funding, such as state and federal 
grants. 

However, Fenn noted that the 
funding of an EIR is an important 
step.  

“This is a huge milestone, 
where we are right now,” Fenn 
said. “The city has been working 

Election season is in full swing, 
and many candidates are moving 
quickly to define their messages to 
voters. 

In the Los Angeles City 
Council’s 4th District, incumbent 
Councilman David Ryu is facing 
urban planner and homeless advo-
cate Nithya Raman. The candidates 
outlined their views during a virtual 

forum on Sept. 23 hosted by the 
Sherman Oaks Neighborhood 
Council. The candidates will partic-
ipate in another virtual candidate 
forum on Friday, Oct. 2, at 7:30 
p.m., hosted by the Hollywood 
Hills West Neighborhood Council. 

Ryu was elected in 2015, becom-
ing the first Korean American to 
serve on the Los Angeles City 
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n City would have to 
build 4,000 new units in 
eight years 
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If its appeal is denied, West Hollywood will be required by the state to 
build nearly 4,000 new housing units between 2021 and 2029. 
 

n Runoff election will be held Nov. 3

n Metro funds  
environmental review 
for Crenshaw Northern 
Extension 
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The Crenshaw Northern Extension will connect West Hollywood to 
Metro’s Red and Purple lines.

WeHo rail project stays on track 

West Hollywood to appeal housing requirement 

Ryu, Raman present visions 
during 4th District Forum

photo courtesy of Nithya Raman’s Facebook  

Nithya Raman

While hospitality experts agree 
it will take years for the industry 
to fully rebound to pre-pandemic 
levels, local hotels continue to 
see a steady resurgence. Back in 
March when businesses shut 
down, hotel occupancy levels 
plummeted to single-digit occu-
pancy, with many opting to tem-
porarily close and furlough 
employees. 

“It’s been a very slow, gradual 
recovery,” West Hollywood 
Travel and Tourism Board CEO 
Tom Kiely said. “We have seen 
our hotels in West Hollywood 
continue to expand occupancy 
about 1% a week, and right now, 
we’re up to around 30% occu-
pancy, which is an improvement 
and it’s continually going in the 
right direction. However, it is sig-
nificantly below where we were a 
year ago at this time.” 

Kiely said that in 2019, West 
Hollywood hotels enjoyed 78% 
to 92% occupancy. Of the 21 

n Vacationers staying 
local in Beverly Hills, 
West Hollywood
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A special robot at the Beverly Hilton and Waldorf Astoria Beverly 
Hills takes cleanliness to the next level. 

Hotels continue recovery 

By edwin folven                 
By cameron kiszla                 

By laura coleman                 By cameron kiszla                 

See Forum page 22

See Metro page 22

See Hotels page 21

See Housing page 7
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David Ryu
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Following the first U.S. Presidential 
debate, Holocaust Museum LA CEO 
Beth Kean issued a statement 
denouncing extremism. 

“During the first presidential 
debate of 2020, we witnessed 
President Trump refuse to directly 
condemn white supremacy and fur-
ther, advise the ‘Proud Boys,’ a 
right-wing extremist group, to ‘stand 
back and stand by.’ Rather than con-
demn the group’s ideology, which 
often includes white supremacist, 
misogynistic, xenophobic, and anti-
Semitic rhetoric, he provided the 
group a national platform of millions 
of viewers,” Kean stated.  

“Across social media, the group is 
celebrating the President’s statement 
and labeling it a marching order,” she 
added. “It’s our museum’s mission to 
educate adults and young people of all 
ages about the Holocaust and share its 
painful lessons through first-hand, sur-
vivor testimony and a plethora of free 
educational programs.” 

Founded in 1961, Holocaust 
Museum LA is the oldest museum 
of its kind in the United States. 

“Among the lessons we teach is 
the power of hateful rhetoric and 
unchecked bigotry to fuel violence. 
We cannot ignore the societal paral-
lels from the past that have resur-
faced in the United States today,” 
Kean stated. “Fighting dangerous 
extremism is a bipartisan issue. This 
is a time when our country should be 
coming together to address racial 
inequality, the staggering rise in hate 
crimes, the ongoing global pandem-
ic, and numerous other social issues 
threatening the fabric of our society.” 

For information, visit holocaustmu-
seumla.org. 
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extremism following debate

The Beverly Hills Fire 
Department is partnering with the 
National Fire Protection 
Association to promote this year’s 
Fire Prevention Week campaign, 
“Serve Up Fire Safety in the 
Kitchen!” 

The campaign educates mem-
bers of the community about 
important home fire prevention. 
According to NFPA, cooking is the 
leading cause of home fires and 
home fire injuries in the United 
States. Almost half (44%) of home 
fires begin in the kitchen. Two-
thirds (66%) of home cooking fires 
start with the ignition of food or 
other cooking materials. 

The BHFD encourages all resi-
dents to embrace the 2020 Fire 
Prevention Week theme. 

“The most important step you 

should take before making a meal 
is to make sure your kitchen is 
safely equipped and that you 
remain alert,” BHFD Chief Greg 
Barton said. “A cooking fire can 
grow quickly. I have seen many 
homes damaged and people 
injured by fires that could easily 
have been prevented.” 

The BDFD has provided tips for 
fire prevention. Never leave food 
that is being cooked unattended. 
Stay in the kitchen while frying, 
grilling or broiling. If you have to 
leave, even for a short time, turn off 
the stove. Also,  create a “kid-free 
zone” of at least three feet around 
stoves and areas where hot food or 
drink is prepared or carried. 

For information, call the Beverly 
Hills Fire Department at (310)281-
2700, or visit nfpa.org.

BHFD reminds about vigilance  
during Fire Prevention Week 

photo courtesy of BHFD 

The Beverly Hills Fire Department is highlighting the danger of cook-
ing fires during Fire Prevention Week.

Academy 
Dialogues 
Join the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences for a virtual discus-
sion titled “Icon Mann: We are the 
Culture” on Thursday, Oct. 1, at 9 
a.m. The discussion will focus on the 
Academy’s Black membership and 
the challenges of being successful in 
an exclusionary system. Actor Delroy 
Lindo (“Da 5 Bloods”), filmmaker 
Gina Prince-Bythewood (“The Old 
Guard”) and Oscar-winning film-
maker T.J. Martin (“LA92”) will dis-
cuss how Black 
artists break 
through barriers. 
Shawn Finnie, 
associate direc-
tor of member 
relations and 
outreach for the 
Academy, will 
moderate the discussion, which is 
part of the Academy Dialogues series 
and will be available on YouTube 
after the event is livestreamed. 
oscars.org/events/series/academy-
dialogues-it-starts-us. 

 

Artists respond to 
family separation 
The Getty presents a screening and 
talk with L.A. artists in response to 
the policy of family separation on 
Thursday, Oct. 1, 1 p.m., via Zoom. 
The film “La Historia de Mateo” will 
be shown. It follows a Central 
American family’s journey to the 
United States to receive legal asylum. 
After the screening, Los Angeles-
based artists Rafa Esparza, Gala 
Porras-Kim and Sandy Rodriguez 
will join the film’s director, Malona P. 
Badelt, for a moderated conversation 
about how art can call attention to the 
family separation humanitarian crisis. 
The event is organized and moderat-
ed by Kim Richter, senior research 
specialist at Getty Research Institute 
and co-head of the Florentine Codex 
initiative. getty.edu. 

 

Lost Notes: 1980 
KCRW presents “This Album Saved: 

1980” on Thursday, Oct. 1, at 7 p.m. 
The presentation is part of the ongo-
ing Lost Notes: 1980 series and 
focuses on a monumental year in 
popular music. Host Hanif 
Abdurraqib will join KCRW DJs 
Anne Litt and Eric J. Lawrence, and 
music journalist and historian Dart 
Adams, for the event. Admission is 
free for KCRW members; minimum 
$1 donation required for nonmem-
bers. kcrw.com/culture/shows/lost-
notes. 

 

‘Talking Peace’ 
Art imitates life when the Fountain 
Theatre presents “Talking Peace,” a 
new 10-minute, site-specific event by 
acclaimed playwright France-Luce 
Benson on Thursday, Oct. 1, at 7 
p.m., via Zoom. Benson’s wittily 
observant take on today’s hot-button 
issues is set during a virtual Zoom 
gathering. A 
healing circle 
comes undone 
when an outsider 
finds her way in, 
forcing the five 
women to decon-
struct what it 
means to be 
Black, BIPOC and bound by sister-
hood. The cast includes Paule Aboite, 
Miriam Ani, Janelle Lawrence, 
Celestine Rae and Lisa Rosetta 
Strum. The production is part of 
“Together LA: A Virtual Theatre 
Festival” streaming from Oct. 1-17, 
via twitch.tv. togetherlafestival.com. 

 

18th Street Arts 
Center benefit 
Enjoy the 18th Street Arts Center’s 
annual benefit event, a virtual 
evening of performance, video arts 
and experimental film on Saturday, 
Oct. 3, at 7 p.m. Curated by Jheanelle 
Brown, the evening will feature a 
series of works by artists and film-
makers in a live virtual experience. 
The program will begin with an inter-
active performance created by 
Ulysses S. Jenkins specifically for the 
event, followed by the screening and 
a live Q&A session with Brown and 

participating filmmakers via Zoom. 
The event will benefit 18th Street 
Arts Center’s work during the 
COVID-19 pandemic to support 
artists and working families. 
18thstreet.org. 
 

Latin songwriters  
The Grammy Museum and 
Songwriters Hall of Fame present a 
free live virtual event featuring some 
of Latin music’s hit songwriters on 
Tuesday, Oct. 6, at 3 p.m. The event 
will be held in partnership with the 
Latin Songwriters Hall of Fame. 
Panelists include Becky G 
(“Mayores,” “Sin Pijama”), De La 
Ghetto (“Sube La Music,” “1,2,3”), 
Play-N-Skillz (Lil Wayne, Daddy 
Yankee), Sons of Sonix (Justin 
Bieber, Stormzy) and Tainy (Daddy 
Yankee, J Balvin). The conversation 
will be moderated by Bryant Pino, 
director of Latin programming for 
Sirus/XM. grammymuseum.org. 
 

Virtual Ballot 
Measures Forum 
The Ebell of Los Angeles is holding a 
virtual Ballot Measures Forum on 
Thursday, Oct. 8, from 6 to 7:30 p.m., 
via Zoom. Mona Field, of the League 
of Women’s Voters, will present her 
nonpartisan overview and explana-
tion of the ballot measures in the Nov. 
3 election. Field will also answer 
questions about the state and county 
proposals. Questions should be 
emailed prior to the event to 
meredyth@ebelloflosangeles.com. 
us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/t
ZwvdO2vrj4tG9E8YtLBBN7lK3ln
HfKR2xbC. 

 

‘Flypoet Summer 
Classic’ 
Revisit a past performance from the 
Ford Theatres with “Flypoet Summer 
Classic” on Thursday, Oct. 8, at 6:30 
p.m. Every summer, the “Flypoet 
Summer Classic” brings together top 
spoken word artists with a backing 
band. Part of the From The Ford 
series, the event will be released on 
Facebook Premiere. theford.com. 

CALENDAR
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The coronavirus pandemic may 
have shut down many in-person 
gatherings over the last six months, 
but last week, a glimmer of normal-
cy returned to a West Hollywood art 
gallery. 

The Art Angels gallery at 9020 
Beverly Blvd. hosted artist Russell 
Young’s “Heroes & Heroines” 
show on Sept. 24, and collectors 
and friends entered the gallery and 
walked the show with the artist.  

The in-person gathering hosted 
about 70 people overall, said 
Jacquelin Napal, one of the owners 
of Art Angels, but the attendees 
were split into groups of 10 or 
fewer people that attended the show 
in shifts, in accordance with Los 
Angeles County health guidelines.  

Before entering, everyone was 
tested for COVID-19 using 
QuestCap’s rapid antibody test, 
which indicates the presence of 
antibodies that show one’s body is 
currently fighting COVID-19, not 
the more commonly known anti-
bodies that indicate the body’s bat-
tle against the coronavirus is com-
plete.  

Tim Shelburn, U.S. operations 
manager for Collection Sites, a sub-
sidiary of QuestCap, said the tests 
use blood from a finger prick, and 
they return preliminary results in 
less than 10 minutes. Full, certified 
laboratory results are emailed to 
those tested later that day. 

Shelburn said for Young’s show, 
QuestCap offered the tests – which 
normally cost $59 each – at no 
charge as a way to show that hold-
ing in-person events is possible dur-
ing the pandemic as long as safety 
procedures are followed. In this 
case, that involved several health-
related rules, such as 30-minute 
shifts of attendees, followed by a 
15-minute sanitization period 
between each group.  

Other QuestCap clients include 
the NBA and film studios who are 
returning to production, he said. 

“We’re just trying to show the 
community that you can promote 
safe events if you follow the proper 
protocols. We want to be part of the 
solution to be able to bring things 
back to normal,” Shelburn said.  

Napal said during the pandemic, 
Art Angels hasn’t had to close, but 
they’ve often had to use technology, 
including social media, to show art 
to potential buyers. Last week, the 
collectors were thrilled to see the art 
– and other people – in person 
again, she said.  

“Everyone was a little bit ner-

“Everyone was 
excited to speak to 
anybody and every-
body who wanted 
to speak to them.” 

 
-Jacquelin Napal,  

owners of Art Angels
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Artist Russell Young, left, hosted an in-person show at Art Angels in West 
Hollywood thanks to a rapid COVID-19 test. 

Once that realization sunk in, 
however, the attendees were all too 
eager to enjoy face-to-face conver-
sation with strangers once again. 

“All of the collectors were excit-
ed. Everyone was excited to speak 
to anybody and everybody who 
wanted to speak to them,” Napal 
added.  

The success of Young’s show 
offers hope for a variety of people, 
businesses and events that have 
been struggling during the pandem-
ic. Young said there is now a tem-
plate for other artists –  especially 
those who are struggling – a way to 
exhibit their art and connect with 
potential buyers. Napal agreed and 
said the tests could be used to safely 
bring back art fairs, such as Frieze 
Los Angeles and Art Basel. 

“More than anything, so many 

galleries rely on [art fairs], and it 
would feel far more comfortable for 
collectors to come to these fairs and 
know they are being tested instead 
of taking a chance and hoping peo-
ple will attend,” Napal said. 
“People will be hesitant, so whatev-
er added security you can give them 
… whatever additional benefits you 
can get to attend these things, I 
think collectors will start to be more 
open to it.” 

Shelburn said QuestCap is hop-
ing to ultimately help the return of 
events featuring crowds of thou-
sands. 

“I think we found that everyone 
is very willing to do testing to enter 
an event like [Young’s show],” he 
said. “We’re hoping that one baby 

Painting a bright post-coronavirus future  
vous, but excited at the same time,” 
Napal said. “It ran fairly smoothly. 
Everyone who came was aware of 
what they were walking into, but it 
was nice to see that relief wash over 
their face as they were told they 
were negative and could walk the 
show with the artist. You could just 
see the calm come over them to be 
out and see art again in the company 
of the artist.” 

Young, who hails from Northern 
England but now lives between 
Ventura and Santa Barbara, said the 
art in the “Heroes & Heroines” 
show is especially suited for in-per-
son viewing. Young, who said he 
likes to “play with fame and 
shame,” procures photographs of 
celebrities, paints the background 
and sprinkles diamond dust “as a 
sort of three-dimensional, tactile 
layer or veil.”  

“In a sense, it makes them more 
iconic, more unobtainable. I like the 
sculptural aspect to them, and when 
you move around the room, the dia-
mond dust sparkles and reflects,” 
Young said. 

Young also enjoyed interacting 
with others in a safe environment, 
which allowed for physical contact 
and conversation with the guests, 
including the actor Sean Hayes of 
“Will & Grace” and his husband, 
Scott Icenogle.  

“It was spectacular. It was won-
derful. On a human level, it was 
really interesting to see people’s 
reactions after 10 minutes. They 
know they’re in a room where 
everyone in the last hour has tested 
negative for COVID. It takes a 
while for people to sink in and inter-
act with each other,” Young said.  

n WeHo art gallery uses 
rapid testing to hold  
in-person show

By Cameron Kiszla                 

See Art page 21
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The Los Angeles Police 
Department is investigating a series 
of incidents on Sept. 24 during a 
protest in Hollywood involving two 
vehicles that allegedly drove 
through a group of demonstrators, 
striking and injuring one individual. 

The series of incidents began 
shortly after 7 p.m., when a group 
of more than 300 protestors 
marched through Hollywood. 
Isolated reports of vandalism were 
logged, but the group was peaceful, 
police said.   The crowd eventually 
made its way onto Sunset 
Boulevard. 

Shortly after 9 p.m., a blue pick-
up traveling on Sunset Boulevard 
near Seward Street attempted to 
maneuver through the crowd of 
protestors. According to initial 
investigative reports, the driver was 
surrounded as he drove past the 
crowd. The protestors allegedly 
began striking his vehicle with 
sticks and tried to open the door to 
his vehicle, police said. As he 
attempted to drive away, the driver 
allegedly struck a protestor who 
was in the street, police added. The 
individual was transported to a hos-
pital with non-life-threatening 
injuries.  

Officers from the LAPD’s 
Hollywood Division stopped the 

pickup driver several blocks away. 
He cooperated with officers and 
provided information. The vehicle 
had evidence of damage from the 
confrontation with protestors, 
police said. The driver was released 
pending the outcome of a hit and 
run investigation.  

Approximately 40 minutes later, a 
white Prius attempted to drive 
around the same group of protestors 
near Sunset Boulevard and Vine 
Street and was quickly surrounded 
by the crowd. Video from news 
broadcasts showed protestors strik-
ing and damaging the Prius as it 
drove through the group. The Prius 
drove away and was chased for one 
block by a black pickup truck, 
believed to be involved with the 
protest, police said. The truck accel-
erated and forced the Prius to stop.  
The driver of the Prius attempted to 
flee the area and reversed, striking a 
Ford Mustang that had driven up 
behind the Toyota.  The driver of the 
Mustang also appeared to be associ-
ated with the demonstration, police 
said. 

Occupants from both the pick-up 
truck and the Mustang surrounded 
the Prius and began striking the 
vehicle. Both the driver of the pick-
up and the Mustang attempted to 
extract the driver of the Prius from 
his vehicle. Police reviewed video 
from media helicopters showing the 
incident. The driver of the Prius 
accelerated and drove off and was 
stopped several blocks away. He 
also cooperated with Hollywood 
Division officers, police said. There 
were no initial reports of injuries 
involved with the second incident. 

Anyone with information is asked 
to call the LAPD’s Hollywood 
Division at (213)972-2971.

The West Hollywood City 
Council began the process of for-
mally expressing its discontent with 
Los Angeles County Sheriff Alex 
Villanueva during its Sept. 21 meet-
ing. West Hollywood contracts its 
law enforcement services with the 
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department.  

During their comments, several 
council members raised concerns 
about Villanueva, including the use 
of the name “La Malinche” to 
describe Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Hilda Solis, 1st District, 
in a July Facebook broadcast filmed 
while wearing his uniform and in his 
office. Solis had spoken out about 
the relationship between police and 
people of color after the killing of 
George Floyd, and “La Malinche” is 
the name of the Indigenous transla-
tor for Hernán Cortés as he con-
quered the Aztecs. The name is often 
used as a slur to connote a treacher-
ous woman, similar to the name 
“Uncle Tom” for African 
Americans.  

A request for comment from 
Villanueva was not returned before 
press time.  

Villanueva has also faced criti-
cism for the arrest of LAist and 
KPCC reporter Josie Huang, who 
was covering the protests after two 
LASD deputies were shot on Sept. 

12. After Huang’s arrest for alleged-
ly obstructing justice, Villanueva 
faced intense public scrutiny, includ-
ing from Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, 
3rd District, who represents West 
Hollywood and joined several mem-
bers of the L.A. County Sheriff 
Citizens Oversight Commission in 
calling for Villanueva’s resignation. 

On Sept. 17, a statement from the 
LASD criticized the commission-
ers’ call for Villaneuva’s resignation. 

“The fact this motion [to call for 
Villanueva’s resignation] is even 
being considered, particularly when 
two members of our department are 
recovering from a life-threatening 
ambush, is morally repugnant and 
emblematic of the political animosi-
ty of the politically appointed com-
mission,” the statement said. “It is 
becoming painfully obvious this 
commission is acting in retaliation 
against the sheriff for his efforts in 
investigating potential criminal con-
duct from county officials and for 
challenging the legality of subpoe-
naing the sheriff himself versus the 
LASD.” 

In the Sept. 21 West Hollywood 
City Council meeting, 
Councilwoman Lauren Meister sug-
gested that the city take a stand 
behind Kuehl. 

“Maybe we should be prepared to 
take some sort of action in terms of 
supporting our county supervisor,” 
Meister said.  

Councilman John D’Amico 
thought the city’s Public Safety 
Commission could host a public 
hearing, as “the elected sheriff has 
made some very complicated state-

ments in recent days and taken some 
very complicated positions that may 
or may not be in accordance with 
how we think here in West 
Hollywood.” 

“I think it is time for our city to 
take a position on what our elected 
sheriff is saying regarding policing 
generally and our city and our neigh-
boring communities,” D’Amico 
said. 

Meister approved of the matter 
going before the commission, adding 
that “this needs to be addressed.” 

Mayor Pro Tempore John 
Heilman said he thought the item 
could come directly to the council.  

“There are actions that the sheriff 
has taken that are certainly inconsis-
tent with our policies as a city, and I 
think it is up to us as a council to 
express our concerns and express 
our condemnation for certain things. 
The appropriate method for doing 
that, I’m going to leave that to our 
city staff to figure that out. We don't 
want to condemn all of the good 
people who we know work here 
locally, but the sheriff's actions have 
been, I think, inconsistent with our 
views,” Heilman said. 

Mayor Lindsey Horvath noted 
that while the West Hollywood sta-
tion does “good work,” there are 
“issues that we’re seeing throughout 
the department beyond our city, as 
well as issues happening throughout 
the country.”  

The killings of civilians by police 
have sparked a nationwide protest 
movement. On June 18, an LASD 
deputy shot and killed 18-year-old 
Andres Guardado in South Los 
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Isolated reports of 
vandalism were 
logged, but the 

group was  
peaceful,  

police said.  

No arrests after altercations  
during protest in Hollywood

By Cameron Kiszla                 

WeHo council speaks out against sheriff 

photo by Cameron Kiszla 

Though council members said they support the deputies of the West 
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station, they took issue with the works and actions 
of L.A. County Sheriff Alex Villanueva.  

n Council members are 
upset with Villanueva’s 
words, actions

Angeles. An autopsy commissioned 
by the Guardado’s family found that 
he was struck in the back by five 
bullets while he was running away, 
and the Los Angeles County 
Medical Examiner-Coroner’s office 
echoed those findings in its own 
autopsy. 

Horvath also criticized 
Villanueva’s decision to rehire a 
deputy who was accused of domes-
tic violence, and she supported a 
Congressional investigation into the 
alleged gangs of deputies in the 
LASD. Horvath proposed using the 
public-safety update scheduled for 
the Oct. 5 council meeting to discuss 
the city’s policy on use of force by 
law enforcement.  

“We have to keep making sure 
that we are continuing to raise these 
issues and call out the behavior that 

isn't consistent with what West 
Hollywood stands for,” Horvath 
said. 

Councilman John Duran did not 
comment on Villanueva during the 
Sept. 21 meeting, though he and 
Heilman both criticized the sheriff 
during a Sept. 16 candidate forum 
hosted by the Israeli-American 
Civic Action Network and 
Congregation Kol Ami. Heilman 
said Villanueva was “not the right 
person for the job,” and Duran said 
he was not a supporter of 
Villanueva’s. Heilman and Duran 
also criticized Villanueva for not 
holding his officers accountable. 

“Not all his cops are good cops. 
There are bad deputies, and he has 
to deal with them if he wants people 
to start to trust law enforcement 
again,” Duran said. 

http://www.beverlyhills.org/cityclerk/electioninformation/web.jsp?NFR=1
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No tricks this Halloween due to COVID-19 concerns 
n Beverly Hills looks to 
ban trick-or-treating; 
WeHo to host “Trunk or 
Treat” event
By laura coleman                       

While not wanting residents to 
contract COVID-19 on Halloween, 
cities are finding out that canceling 
the beloved holiday can be tricky.  

Last month, the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public 
Health backpedaled its initial deci-
sion to ban trick-or-treating, instead 
advising against it. Also “not rec-
ommended” this year, according to 
the county, is trunk-or-treating, 
where children go from car to car to 
receive treats. 

On Tuesday, Sept. 29, the 
Beverly Hills Health and Safety 
Commission unanimously voted to 
recommend that the City Council 
ban trick-or-treating and trunk-or-
treating. City spokesman Keith 
Sterling confirmed that the City 
Council would be expected to 
weigh in at its upcoming meeting 
on Oct. 13. If the council votes to 
enact such a ban, Beverly Hills will 
become one of the most restrictive 
places to celebrate the holiday in the 
region. 

“The council will ultimately 
decide what the potential citation 
would be for a violation of any 
emergency order specific to 
Halloween, if one is issued,” 
Sterling said. “It could be similar to 
the face-covering violations, with 
penalties of $100 for the first viola-
tion, $200 for the second and $500 
for the third and subsequent.” 

Health and Safety Commission 
Chair Daniel Nazarian said he 
hoped that residents would comply 
with the ban and not do anything to 
encourage trick-or-treating or 
trunk-or-treating given that every 
knock on their door translates to 
possible exposure to infection. 

“I would encourage residents to 
turn their porch lights out this year, 
and let’s just do a better Halloween 
next year,” Commissioner Kirk 
Chang added. 

In addition to the three doctors on 
the Health and Safety Commission, 
at Tuesday’s meeting, five addition-
al doctors weighed in on the issue, 
all but one staunchly advocating 
that the city take measures as strin-
gent as possible to prevent people 
from participating in festivities that 
would increase their risk of expo-
sure to COVID-19. Of the 695 con-
firmed coronavirus cases in Beverly 
Hills, 12 people have died. 

“Trick-or-treating is not recom-
mended because it can be very dif-
ficult to maintain proper social dis-
tancing on porches and at front 
doors, ensure that everyone answer-
ing or coming to the door is appro-
priately masked to prevent disease 
spread, and because sharing food is 
risky,” said Sienna Spencer-
Markles, a public relations consul-
tant working with the L.A. County 
Department of Public Health. 
“Trunk-or-treating … is also not 
recommended, particularly when 
part of Halloween events, since it is 
difficult to avoid crowding and 
sharing food.” 

Under the current county order, 
gatherings and events are still not 
permitted. As such, Halloween 
gatherings, events or parties with 
non-household members are not 
permitted even if they are conduct-
ed outdoors. Carnivals, festivals, 
live entertainment and haunted 
house attractions are also not 
allowed.  

In West Hollywood, where the 

iconic annual Halloween Carnaval, 
which was launched in 1987, has 
been cancelled, the city plans hold 
just one holiday event: a youth 
Halloween “Trunk or Treat” drive-
thru event. West Hollywood Public 
Information Officer Sheri Lunn said 
the event, which will take place on 
Oct. 24 from 2 to 5 p.m. in the 
Plummer Park north parking lot, 
complies with county health direc-
tives. Touted as a “fun and safe way 
to trick or treat in your car while 
maintaining social distancing,” 
according to the webpage, the event 
reimagines trunk-or-treating with 
decorated car trunks, a pumpkin 
patch, take-home craft activity kits, 
swag items, a DJ, entertainment, 
prizes, candy and more. 

“We encourage children to come 
dressed in their favorite costumes 
and show that Halloween spirit by 
decorating the exterior of your car,” 
states the city’s website, which 
advises people to pre-register for a 
specific time slot if they wish to 
attend. 

“Due to the coronavirus pandem-
ic, in May 2020 the West 
Hollywood City Council approved 

the cancellation of all major special 
events in the city of West 
Hollywood through the end of 
2020,” Lunn said. “This action fol-
lowed the city’s declaration of local 
emergency in March 2020 and post-
ponement or cancellation of non-
essential events and meetings.” 

Michael Libow, owner of the 
landmark Witch’s House on Walden 
Drive, which draws over 4,000 peo-
ple annually on Oct. 31, urged the 
city of Beverly Hills to enact 
restrictions this year. 

“We need to be resolute during 
these strange times and be con-
scious of the health and well-being 
of our residents and guests on 
Halloween. I am highly recom-
mending that the city place heavy 
restrictions on trick-or-treating this 
year to avoid the potential spread of 
the deadly contagion which is 
COVID-19,” he wrote the commis-
sion. “I feel that it would be prudent 
for Beverly Hills to take the lead on 
this matter and not fall prey to any 
outside influences from anywhere 
across the nation.” 

For those looking to safely cele-
brate at home this year, Mr. Jack 

image courtesy of Michael Libow 

Michael Libow stands in front of his landmark Witch’s House in Beverly 
Hills.

O’Lanterns Pumpkin patch will 
open once again this weekend on 
Oct. 3 at 1841 N. Highland Ave. In 
addition to in-person shopping, new 
this season will be online ordering 
and delivery, as well as contactless 
curbside pick-up amidst the coron-

avirus pandemic. To further pro-
mote safety, all staff and guests will 
be required to wear masks and there 
will be sanitization stations 
throughout the patch. On-site clean-
ing staff will also sanitize the patch-
es thoroughly.

https://launchla.org/tarfest/
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City, chamber to host WeHo candidate forum 

With temperatures expected to 
rise to more than 90 degrees dur-
ing the next several days, the city 
of West Hollywood will activate 
its Cooling Center in the 
Plummer Park Community 
Center, Rooms 5 and 6, at 7377 
Santa Monica Blvd. 

Limited access for 30 individu-
als will be maintained to ensure 
physical distancing. Masks or 
face coverings will be required. 

The Cooling Center will be 
open daily through Friday, Oct. 2, 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. The cen-
ter’s days of operation may be 
extended if temperatures contin-
ue to remain above 90 degrees. 

The city has implemented 
COVID-19 health and safety 
measures at the Cooling Center in 
compliance with orders and pro-
tocols established by the Los 

Angeles County Department of 
Public Health. Measures include 
temperature checks, sign-in 
requirements, hand sanitizing 
upon entry and frequent cleaning 
of high-touch surfaces. Staff 
members at Plummer Park are 
available to direct people to the 
Cooling Center. 

High temperatures can be dan-
gerous as well as uncomfortable. 
The city reminds people to take 
precautions. Stay out of the sun, 
avoid strenuous activity, drink 
plenty of water and wear light-
weight clothing. Children and 
pets are particularly vulnerable to 
high temperatures. Never leave 
children or pets unattended in 
parked vehicles. 

For information, visit 
weho.org/coolingcenters or call 
(323)848-6530.

WeHo opens Cooling Center 
at Plummer Park  

The city of West Hollywood and 
the West Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce will virtually host a 
West Hollywood City Council 
Candidate Forum on Tuesday, Oct. 
6, from 5 to 7 p.m.  

Community members may view 
the forum live, on demand, or via 
replay on WeHoTV by visiting the 
city’s website at weho.org/wehotv 
as well as on Spectrum Cable TV 
Channel 10 within the boundaries 
of the city of West Hollywood.  

The City Council Candidate 
Forum will be additionally available 
on multiple streaming platforms, 
including the city’s YouTube chan-
nel (for live stream and replay) and 
on streaming services such as 
AndroidTV, AppleTV, FireTV and 
Roku. Streaming platform viewers 
can easily find programming by 
searching for “WeHoTV” within the 
search functions of these services.  

There will be two City Council 
seats to be filled for four-year terms 
in the Nov. 3 election, and each 
qualified candidate for a seat on the 
West Hollywood City Council was 
invited to participate. 

The candidate questions will be 
coordinated by the independent and 
non-partisan organization League 
of Women Voters of Los Angeles, 
and the forum will feature an inde-
pendent and impartial moderator, 
NBC4 anchor and reporter Robert 
Kovacik. 

Community members wishing to 
submit questions may do so by typ-
ing a question into the chat option 
available on the Zoom platform. A 
representative from the League of 
Women Voters of Los Angeles will 
sort these questions to eliminate any 
redundancy and will ask questions 
directly to the candidates.   

Community members will be able 

to access the City Council Candidate 
Forum virtually by registering 
through the Zoom platform link, 
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/regis-
ter/WN_xpEDdpc7Seaq5ojeyFu46
w. 

During the forum, candidates and 
the moderator will be visible on the 
screen. Representatives from the 
League of Women Voters of Los 
Angeles will use paddles to keep 
the candidate and moderator aware 
of time, but these will not be seen 
on screen.   

For information, visit 
weho.org/elections, or all the West 
Hollywood City Clerk’s Office at 
(323)848-6409.  photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood 

“He who permits himself to tell a lie once, finds it much easier to do 
it a second and third time, till at length it becomes habitual; he tells 
lies without attending to it, and truths without the world’s believing 
him. This falsehood of the tongue leads to that of the heart, and in time 
depraves all its good dispositions.” 

 
Thomas Jefferson 
1743-1826 
 
Letter to Peter Carr 
August 19, 1785 
 
 
 

(source: “Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations”)

Notable quotes

The Department of Toxic 
Substances Control is seeking pub-
lic comment through Oct. 22 on the 
draft Removal Action Work Plan 
and the California Environmental 
Quality Act Initial Study/Negative 
Declaration for the Union Pacific 
Railroad site in Beverly Hills. 

The environmental documents 
have been submitted by Union 
Pacific Railroad to address soil con-
tamination cleanup alternatives at 
the 5-acre site known as Lots 12 
and 13, located at 9101-9350 S. 
Santa Monica Blvd., and 9100-
9349 Civic Center Drive. The site 

was utilized as a railroad right-of-
way from 1926-98. 

The city of Beverly Hills has con-
tracted with Lindmark Engineering 
to peer review the draft plan and 
submit comments to the DTSC on 
behalf of the city. To view the draft 
Removal Action Work Plan, visit 
envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/pro-
file_report.asp?global_id=1940001
7. To submit comments to project 
manager Sara Vela, email 
sara.vela@dtsc.ca.gov, fax to 
(818)717-6527, or mail to 9211 
Oakdale Ave., Chatsworth, CA 
91311.

Public comment sought on 
cleanup plan for Lots 12 and 13

https://bhtota.org


though if incentives were to be 
used, they should go toward creat-
ing middle-income and affordable 
housing. 

“That should be the primary goal 
of everything that we do … These 
under-utilized lots, the last that we 
need to do is give more incentives 
… If nothing else, then disincen-
tivize them. Say, ‘If you don’t put 
some housing on it, we’ll take your 
property and we’ll lower your zon-
ing.’ But I don’t think we should be 
giving more incentives … We have 
incentivized ourselves into a very 
dense city,” Meister said.  

“If we’re going to look at incen-
tivizing anything, it should be what 
we want, not just development 
overall,” Horvath added. “I don’t 
think that’s what we need and, more 

importantly, I think there are ways 
we can take a look at zoning that 
incentivizes exactly the kind of 
development of lower- or very low-
income units or the middle-income 
units, wherever we’re seeing the 
greatest need, in a way that the zon-
ing still pencils out for developers.” 

Heilman also raised concerns 
about micro-units, and he suggested 
buildings could include a micro-
unit or two, instead of a building 
entirely made of micro-units, as that 
might contain too many people for 
the space, arguments to which 
D’Amico agreed. 

“I have concerns about a building 
that is completely micro-units, that 
it creates such high levels of density 
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Housing appeal could reduce ‘burden’  
From page 1

this cycle. 
Beverly Hills will be asked for 

3,096 units in the sixth cycle, 
Culver City will need to produce 
3,333 units and Santa Monica will 
need 8,873 units. In comparison, the 
city of Los Angeles will need nearly 
456,000 units.  

Though all five council members 
expressed support for building more 
housing, the council voted 3-2 to 
appeal the RHNA allocation. Mayor 
Lindsey Horvath and Councilman 
John D’Amico voted against the 
appeal. 

“This burden is too heavy,” 
Councilman John Duran said. “Four 
thousand units over the next eight 
years is too large of a burden for us 
to bear … West Hollywood, we’re 
one of the very few cities that actu-
ally works really hard to hit our 
RHNA numbers, and I think we 
should be rewarded for that.” 

“I do think that we need to appeal 
and at least get it on record that we 
feel that 3,900 units is really bur-
densome to our city, especially 
when Beverly Hills is allocated 
3,100 and yet they’re three or four 
times our size, and Culver City is 
only given 3,300 and they’re also 
5.1 square miles [while West 
Hollywood is 1.9 square miles], and 
their densities are so much lower 
than ours, and they haven’t hit 
RHNA numbers like we have,” 
Councilwoman Lauren Meister 
said. 

“[Given] our success in the prior 
period, some credit should be given 
to us for our overproduction in the 
past, and I support the idea of mov-
ing forward with some kind of 
appeal,” Heilman added. 

D’Amico, however, argued that 
the city would not face negative 
impacts if it agreed to the numbers 
now and was unable to meet the 
RHNA goals. 

“The sense that everything mat-
ters and nothing happens around 
community development of the 
state makes me think this is a big 
waste of our time,” he said. “We 
should just say ‘fine’ and we should 
do what we usually do, which is 
build units, set 20% or more aside 
[for affordable housing], then in 
eight years, we’ll report back that 
we built 2,400 of them instead of 
3,900, and they’ll say nothing and 
we’ll say nothing and then we’ll 
just keep moving on.” 

Horvath argued that West 
Hollywood, which has created 
“policies that actually produce 
housing,” should not be “carrying 
the mantle and the water of cities 
who are trying to avoid develop-
ment, and that’s why they’re fight-
ing their RHNA numbers.” She also 
argued that city staff’s time could 
be better used than on an appeal, 
which must be filed by Oct. 26. 

“I’m much more interested in 
seeing our staff focus on policies 
that create housing, not fight its pro-
duction,” Horvath said. 

However, with the council’s vote, 
West Hollywood will seek to get 
credit for last cycle’s housing suc-
cesses in this upcoming eight-year 
cycle. 

“All these other cities that didn’t 
produce the required units, they’re 
being treated the same way as we 
are, and that is what I think is 
unfair,” Heilman said. 

The council also considered sev-
eral other housing-related matters 
on Sept. 21, including beginning the 
process of creating a task force to 
help with the community engage-
ment portion of the RHNA process. 

Though staff initially proposed 

that the task force could be com-
prised of some of the city’s board 
and commission members, the 
council unanimously decided they 
would also like to include people 
more directly involved with hous-
ing, including residents of afford-
able housing, those on the city’s 
wait list for affordable housing, 
developers, realtors and property 
owners. City staff will assemble a 
list of potential task force members 
from each category, and the council 
will choose from that list who will 
serve on the task force. 

“It’s up to each of us to try to fig-
ure out how to create that balance,” 

Duran said. “Maybe if we think 
about picking one from each side of 
the equation, we’ll have a well-bal-
anced task force.” 

The council also unanimously 
directed staff to study several items, 
including ways to incentivize prop-
erty owners to build housing on 
underutilized commercial lots, the 
potential for micro-unit housing and 
co-living, and potential new incen-
tives to encourage more housing to 
be built. 

Meister and Horvath wanted staff 
to be aware that the council is not 
willing to give away too much to 
developers in exchange for housing, See Housing page 21

https://farmersmarketla.com
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Metro is providing updates on 
Purple Line Extension construc-
tion in October along Wilshire 
Boulevard. A webinar will be held 
on Wednesday, Oct. 7, from noon 
to 1 p.m. To listen to the webinar, 
call (213)279-1001, and use the 
Conference ID: 909 797 664#. 
Phone participants will not be able 
to participate in a live Q&A ses-
sion during the webinar. To have 
questions answered, call 
(213)922-6934, or email purpleli-
neext@metro.net. Allow 24 hours 
for a response. To register, visit 
metro.net/projects/notices/events_
purpleline. 

In Beverly Hills, excavation con-
tinues underneath Wilshire 
Boulevard at the site of the future 
Wilshire/Rodeo subway station. 
Currently, excavation has reached 
an average depth of 60 feet, and 
crews will continue excavating to a 
depth of 100 feet. Underground 
work is occurring 24 hours at the 
site. Hauling hours for removing 
the soil are 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., and 8 
p.m. to 7 a.m., daily. 

Wilshire Boulevard has been 
reduced to two lanes in each direc-
tion between Beverly and Canon 
drives to facilitate the removal of 
soil, and may be reduced to one 
lane in each direction at night. 
Reeves Drive will remain closed 
during excavation, as well as side-
walks on the west side of Reeves 
Drive and the south side Wilshire 
Boulevard between Beverly and 
Reeves drives. The closures on 
Wilshire Boulevard and Reeves 
Drive are anticipated to remain in 

place until excavation is completed 
in 2021. 

Instruments are being installed 
along the tunnel alignment and 
around the station box area to mon-
itor ground movement, settlement 
and other geological impacts. The 
instruments are being installed on 
public and private properties and 
the work will be ongoing. Work 
hours on major streets are 7 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
and 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., weekends. 
Work hours on residential streets 
are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Instruments will be installed 
along Wilshire Boulevard from 
Linden Drive to La Cienega 
Boulevard, as well as on 
Charleville Boulevard and Young, 
Lasky, Moreno and Spalding dri-
ves. Intermittent closures of traffic 
lanes, alleys, sidewalks, crosswalks 
and parking meters may be 
required during work hours. 

Concrete and material deliveries 
to the Wilshire/La Cienega station 
are expected to continue in 
October. Work activities will be 
conducted from the Gale staging 
yard and may require intermittent 
traffic control on Wilshire 
Boulevard. Larger concrete deliv-
eries are anticipated to occur once 
every two to three weeks and will 
require lane reductions. 

Gale Drive will also be intermit-
tently closed at Wilshire Boulevard 
to support construction in the Gale 
staging yard. Work hours are 4 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Access to Gale Drive will 
be maintained from San Vicente 
Boulevard. The closure is neces-

nance. Work hours are 9 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
and 7 a.m. to 11 p.m., Saturday 
and Sunday.  

Hauling, deliveries and tunnel-
ing support are also ongoing at the 
Wilshire/La Brea staging yards 
and will continue as tunneling pro-
gresses. Work hours are 6 a.m. to 4 
p.m., and 7 p.m. to 2 a.m., Monday 
through Saturday. Through Friday, 
Oct. 2, Sycamore Avenue will be 
closed 100 feet north of Wilshire 
Boulevard at night to support work 
on a waterline. 

At Wilshire/Rimpau, a work 
zone on the west side of Wilshire 
Boulevard is expected to be in 
place until March 2021 to support 

concrete pouring and underground 
subway tunnel construction. 
Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced 
to two lanes in each direction 
between June Street and Muirfield 
Road. 

Tunneling support and cross pas-
sage work is also occurring near 
Wilshire/Western. Intermittent sin-
gle-lane closures will be required 
on Wilshire Boulevard between 
Western Avenue and Manhattan 
Place. Work hours are 9 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

For questions and concerns, call 
the 24-hour project hotline at 
(213)922-6934, email the project 
team at purplelineext@metro.net, 
or visit metro.net.

Metro outlines subway work planned in October
sary to accommodate a large num-
ber of vehicles entering and exiting 
the construction staging yard. The 
720 bus stop at Wilshire and La 
Cienega Boulevard has been tem-
porarily relocated to Willaman 
Drive. 

A K-rail enclosure has been 
implemented in the center lanes of 
the intersection of Wilshire/San 
Vicente. The work zone supports 
tunnel and mitigation work and is 
anticipated to be in place through 
the end of the month. All left turns 
in the intersection will be restricted. 
Directional closures will be imple-
mented on weekends. 

At Wilshire/Fairfax, station con-
struction, hauling and concrete 
pouring are ongoing. Wilshire 
Boulevard will be reduced to two 
lanes in each direction between 
San Diego Way and Spaulding 
Avenue through summer 2021. 
Intermittent lane closures may be 
in place to support deck panel 
maintenance and investigations in 
the Wilshire/Fairfax station area. 
Anticipated work hours are 9 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m., and 7 p.m. to 6 a.m., 
Monday through Friday. Ogden 
Drive will be closed intermittently 
Monday through Saturday at 
Wilshire Boulevard, and Orange 
Grove Avenue remains closed 
south of Wilshire Boulevard. 

Throughout the Miracle Mile, 
intermittent lane reductions may 
be required along Wilshire 
Boulevard and surrounding resi-
dential streets to support instru-
mentation installation, environ-
mental testing and street mainte-

photo courtesy of Metro 

Excavation continues under the decking at the future Wilshire/Rodeo 
subway station in Beverly Hills. 

WeHo council supports ballot 
initiatives in upcoming election

The West Hollywood City 
Council expressed support for 
propositions 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
20 and Los Angeles County 
Measure J, all of which will appear 
on the Nov. 3 ballot.  

Proposition 14, if approved by 
voters, would authorize the state to 
sell $5.5 billion in general obliga-
tion bonds. Proceeds from the sale 
of bonds would be awarded to 
grantees such as educational and 
research institutions and would be 
used to fund innovative research 
using stem cells.  

Proposition 15 is an initiated 
constitutional amendment which 
seeks to change how commercial 
and industrial properties’ tax 
assessments are calculated by 
using the market value of the prop-
erty and not the original purchase 
price of the property. Proposition 
15 would increase property tax 
revenues on eligible commercial 
properties by $6.5 billion to $11.5 
billion, annually.  

Proposition 16, if approved, 
would allow higher education 
institutions and governmental 
agencies to consider race, sex, 

color, ethnicity and national origin 
in public education, public 
employment and public contract-
ing to the extent allowed under 
federal and state law.  

Proposition 17 restores the vot-
ing rights of convicted felons serv-
ing on state parole.  

Proposition 18 seeks to increase 
participation in the democratic 
process by making it easier for 
younger citizens who would be 18 
years of age at the time of an elec-
tion to participate in the electoral 
process and vote. 

Proposition 19 would eliminate 
the parent-to-child and grandpar-
ent-to-grandchild tax exemption in 
cases where the child or grandchild 
does not use the inherited property 
as their principal residence.  

Proposition 21, also known as 
the Rent Affordability Act, would 
allow local governments to enact 
rent-control ordinances on proper-
ties that were first occupied over 
15 years ago. Proposition 21 
would replace the Costa-Hawkins 
Act of 1995, the state law that lim-
ited local governments’ authority 
to adopt ordinances that regulated 
rents of certain properties that were 
occupied after Feb. 1, 1995. 

Measure J asks voters whether 
the county’s charter should be 
amended to require that no less 
than 10% of the county’s general 
fund be appropriated to communi-
ty programs and alternatives to 
incarceration. The city supports 
legislation that puts emphasis on 
rehabilitation and successful rein-
troduction into society of incarcer-
ated individuals. 

For information, visit 
weho.org/elections.  

The West 
Hollywood City 

Council expressed  
support for  

propositions 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 

20 and Los 
Angeles County 

Measure J.

https://checkout2.latimes.com/TemplateA


The First-In Fire Foundation 
recently expanded support for fire 
stations through its “Firehouse 
Freezers” program, delivering the 
first freezer to LAFD Fire Station 94 
in the Crenshaw District. 

The “Firehouse Freezers” pro-
gram is an expansion of the founda-
tion’s “Firehouse Dinners” initia-
tive, which ensures firefighters have 
healthy food to cook and eat during 
long shifts on duty. The idea to sup-
ply freezers came from a desire to 
help reduce the amount of time fire-
fighters spend on grocery shopping 
by increasing their capacity to store 
frozen foods. 

The First-In Fire Foundation has 
received a commitment from 
Television City and owner 
Hackman Capital Partners to sustain 
the “Firehouse Freezers” program 
and deliver more freezers. The foun-
dation is seeking support from other 
entities and individuals to expand 
the program further. Olympia 
Medical Center has also donated a 
freezer for LAFD Fire Station 34. 

“Our firefighters put their lives on 
the line for the safety of all 
Californians,” said Michael 
Hackman, founder and CEO of 
Hackman Capital Partners. “Fire-In 
Fire Foundation provides a critical 
service to these unsung heroes and 
we’re proud to help advance such a 
worthwhile cause.” 

Lyn MacEwen Cohen, President 
of the First-In Fire Foundation, said 
the program is sorely needed and 
comes at a difficult time for fire-
fighters, particularly during the pan-

demic and with recent wildfires. 
The foundation advocates for disas-
ter preparedness and the expansion 
of the program coincided with 
National Emergency Preparedness 
Month in September. 

The “Firehouse Dinners” pro-
gram was launched last spring with 
initial support from Los Angeles 
City Councilman David Ryu, 4th 
District, and merchants at the 
Original Farmers Market. The foun-
dation served as a liaison between 
the community and fire department, 
coordinating the purchase of meats 
and produce from market merchants 
and delivery to fire stations. The 
Farmers Market also contributed 
Firefighter Family Emergency 
Preparedness Tote Bags to LAFD 
Station 61 at 5821 W. Third St. 

“We will get through this with a 
preparedness mindset. We can look 
to the history of the American spirit 
to see that when America is con-
fronted with calamity, whether 
9/11, World War II, [the] 1918 flu or 
the current COVID crisis, our 
resilience grows stronger,” Cohen 
said. “With preparedness, we are 
stronger together. When we help 
each other for the good of us all, 
emergency preparedness becomes 
patriotic.” 

“I don’t think there’s ever been a 
better time to get prepared. 
Everyone has a stake in keeping our 
community safe,” Ryu added. 

For information, call (323)933-
8164, email lyn.m.coh-
en@gmail.com, or visit firstinfire-
foundation.org.
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Assemblyman Richard Bloom 
(D-Santa Monica) will host a town 
hall from 6 to 7:15 p.m. on Oct. 1 
to discuss the federal COVID-19 
relief efforts and the state’s unem-
ployment benefit programs.  

The COVID-19 discussion will 
occur first, and Bloom will be 
joined by U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff 
(D-Burbank), who will provide an 
update on relief efforts and negoti-

ations in Congress. 
Second, a presentation by the 

Employment Development 
Department will provide informa-
tion on the different unemployment 
benefit programs.  The event will 
be held on Zoom and will be 
livestreamed on Facebook.  

For information, visit 
a50.asmdc.org/event/upcoming-
event.  

Bloom hosts Schiff for town hall 

photo courtesy of the First-in Fire Foundation 

Firefighter Laveon Rider, left, engineer Greg Boatman, firefighter/para-
medic Greg Cannon and firefighter Jordon Hoogsteen were grateful for 
the new freezer donated to LAFD Fire Station 94 in the Crenshaw District.

‘Firehouse Dinners’ program expands with freezers

The city of West Hollywood and 
its Disabilities Advisory Board are 
recognizing Disabilities Awareness 
Month, which is observed in 
October each year. 

Through Monday, Oct. 5, the 
city will accept nominations for the 
awards, which will be presented 
during the 22nd annual Disability 
Service Awards virtual program on 
Wednesday, Oct. 28, at 6 p.m. on 
the on the City’s WeHoTV chan-
nels, livestreams and by visiting 
weho.org/wehotv and 
youtube.com/wehotv. 

This year marks the 30th 
anniversary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, landmark civil 
rights legislation that increases 
access and opportunity for people 
with disabilities in society and the 
workplace. The Disability Service 

Awards will honor essential work-
ers who support people with dis-
abilities during the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Members of the West 
Hollywood community are 
encouraged to nominate individual 
workers or groups of individuals 
for a Disability Service Award. 
Essential workers conduct many 
operations and services that are 
essential to critical infrastructure 
operations. For a list of eligible 
workers, visit covid19.ca.gov/essen-
tial-workforce.  

For information and to submit a 
nomination, visit weho.org/ser-
vices/social-services/disability-ser-
vices/disability-service-awards. 

For information and updates 
about city of West Hollywood pro-
grams, visit weho.org.

WeHo accepts nominations 
for Disability Service Awards

https://www.ladwp.com/ladwp/faces/ladwp;jsessionid=qtsMf12FZLxvCFTxGmQwkhq3LGwCHhw9dVhTnl4fqTYRzB3Q2mwb!392961039?_afrLoop=34895491814553&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=null#%40%3F_afrWindowId%3Dnull%26_afrLoop%3D34895491814553%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Dj3m6vfaxs_4


The Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors approved a motion 
on Sept. 29 allowing breweries and 
wineries to begin outdoor service 
on Oct. 5, in accordance with cur-
rent state of California health 
orders.  

The motion was authored by 
Supervisors Janice Hahn, 4th 
District, and Kathryn Barger, 5th 
District. The state of California has 
allowed breweries and wineries to 
reopen for outdoor service if they 
partner with a third-party permitted 
food vendor. However, the county 
of Los Angeles has not permitted 
breweries and wineries that do not 
have restaurant licenses to resume 
service.  

While several breweries and 
wineries do have restaurant licenses 
and small kitchens, many do not 
and have been struggling to survive 
during closures prompted by the 
pandemic, Hahn and Barger said. 

“I think it is time that we allow 
our breweries and wineries to 
resume outdoor service consistent 
with the state orders,” Hahn said. 
“We have made progress slowing 
the spread of this virus and we did 
not see the spike in cases after 
Labor Day that I know many of us 
had been dreading. The action we 
are taking puts us in line with the 
state’s health orders.” 

The motion stipulates that brew-
eries and wineries abide by strict 
safety guidelines, including but not 
limited to outside operations, limit-
ed hours of operation, required 
reservations and appropriate physi-
cal distancing. 

“This is an important step for-
ward for businesses and employees 
throughout the county,” Barger 
added. “As our case numbers have 
decreased, I have championed for 
breweries and wineries to reopen 
safely with necessary health proto-

cols and guidance in place. I am 
pleased to have the opportunity to 

collaborate to seek solutions that 
will help support our communities.”
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County allows breweries and wineries to reopen

We’ve got the SCARIEST masks, costumes  
and decorations for the ultimate  

HALLOWEEN ! 
 

5969 Melrose Ave. • (323)467-7124 
(corner of Wilcox) 

Spiders and Skeletons, 
Cauldrons, Ghosts, Witches! 

plates, cups, tabelcloths, door 
decorations, balloons... 

Enormous Selection!

HEADQUARTERS!

50% OFF 
ALL COSTUMES  
in the halloween 
costume books

Los Angeles City Councilman 
Herb J. Wesson Jr., 10th District, 
and Mayor Eric Garcetti officially 
opened #SheDoes Haven in 
Wesson’s District Office parking lot 
on Sept. 24. The bridge home will 
house women experiencing home-
lessness in the 10th Council District 
and includes space for pets. 

“When I first proposed this loca-
tion, I felt that if we as leaders were 
going to ask our residents to make 
space in their communities for our 
unhoused neighbors, I should lead 
by example,” Wesson said. “This 
parking lot is not across the street or 
next door, but in the parking lot of 
my district office, where I spend 10 
to 12 hours every day. It is the 
responsibility of all of us to get peo-
ple off the streets and into secure 
housing. It requires us to find our 
inner angels and provide these 
spaces for those to have a second 
chance.” 

“Ending homelessness in Los 
Angeles is the moral and humanitar-
ian challenge of our time, and it 
demands every ounce of our creativ-
ity, ingenuity and drive,” Garcetti 
said. “By leveraging the power of 
modular design and using shipping 
container materials, we are opening 
a new chapter for innovative hous-
ing solutions in our city, and provid-
ing hope and healing to Angelenos 
who are most in need.”   

According to Garcetti's website, 
bridge housing is a model of tempo-
rary housing that has service-
enriched programs aimed to quickly 

bring homeless Angelenos off the 
streets and help them rebuild their 
lives. Bridge housing offers 24/7 
security and onsite services like case 
management, mental health care, 
substance-abuse treatment and 
housing placement to help residents 
stabilize their lives, move on to per-
manent housing and stay off the 
streets for good. 

#SheDoes Haven will be operated 
by 1736 Family Crisis Center, a Los 
Angeles nonprofit shelter and outpa-
tient services for domestic-violence 
survivors, runaway and homeless 
youth, low-income people and per-
sons in crisis. The bridge home, built 
by an innovative design of shipping 

containers, will serve 15 women and 
includes beds, meals, a pet care area 
and office space for residents to 
meet with counselors and other sup-
portive staff. 

#SheDoes Haven was named 
after the #SheDoes Movement cre-
ated in 2018 by Mel Tillekeratne. 
The #SheDoes Movement was cre-
ated to bring awareness and 
resources to the thousands of 
women experiencing homelessness 
in Los Angeles and is involved in 
bringing community support to sup-
portive housing, affordable housing 
and bridge shelters being built 
throughout the county. For informa-
tion, visit herbwesson.com.  

Bridge home for women opens in parking lot

photo courtesy of Councilman Herb Wesson’s office 

A new bridge housing facility opened in the parking lot of Councilman 
Herb Wesson Jr.’s district office. 

The Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors approved its annual 
supplemental budget on Sept. 29, 
which included an initial $72-mil-
lion investment to launch the 
Alternatives to Incarceration 
Initiative. Former Los Angeles 
County Superior Court Judge 
Songhai Armstead became the ini-
tiative’s new director on Sept. 28.  

“I am very pleased to see the 
Alternatives to Incarceration 
Initiative launch with such strong 
leadership and significant fund-
ing,” said Supervisor Sheila 
Kuehl, 3rd District, author of the 
motion that created the initiative. 
“Innovative programs are needed 
to address long-standing racial 
inequities that disproportionately 
incarcerated people who need 
treatment and housing. L.A. 
County can make communities 
healthier and safer with a different, 
research-based approach, and this 
initiative will lead the way.” 

The board approved the initiative 
last March after receiving recom-
mendations in the “Care First, Jail 
Last” report, which was created in a 
year-long process involving county 
officials, community leaders and 
individuals impacted by the justice 
system. The report recommended 
alternatives to incarceration includ-
ing the establishment of communi-
ty-based systems of care and treat-
ment to reduce the number of indi-
viduals in jail with untreated mental 
illness or substance use disorders. 
Over the last five years, the coun-
ty’s Office of Diversion and Re-
Entry laid the groundwork for the 
approach. Existing programs that 
have already directed thousands of 
people away from jails and into 

mental health and social services. 
A study released last week by 

UCLA demonstrated that 
inequities in the justice system can 
be costly. The report found that in 
2019, booking Black individuals – 
who make up 8% of county resi-
dents but currently represent near-
ly one-third of the jail population – 
cost taxpayers $154 million.  

“For far too long, the county has 
been lopsided in its resource allo-
cation, despite knowing that no 
one gets well in a cell,” said 
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas, 
2nd District. “This budget repre-
sents a significant step towards 
balancing investments in commu-
nity services [and] health services, 
as well as accountable and respon-
sible law enforcement services.” 

Armstead will coordinate with 
multiple departments and commu-
nity stakeholders to oversee imple-
mentation of the ATI recommen-
dations. After being appointed to 
the superior court in 2015, 
Armstead has helped create innov-
ative programs that assist justice 
system-involved veterans, people 
experiencing homelessness and 
those with mental health and sub-
stance use disorders. The focus has 
been on helping people avoid 
incarceration by getting them 
treatment and housing.  

The supplemental budget 
approved on Sept. 29 also included 
$16.9 million in new funding for 
the Office of Diversion and 
Reentry, and an additional commit-
ment of $15 million for the 
Alternatives to Incarceration 
Initiative and the Office of 
Diversion and Reentry to be made 
in February 2021.

County funds program to divert 
people away from incarceration 

https://www.kccla.org
http://www.vineamericanparty.com


The Los Angeles City Council’s 
Rules Committee advanced a 
motion on Sept. 23 co-introduced 
by Councilman David Ryu, 4th 
District, to raise the recusal require-
ment standard for City Council 
members.  

The motion, which highlights the 
recusal standard used by the Los 
Angeles Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, would 
expand the type of conflicts requir-
ing city officials to recuse them-
selves from taking action or casting 
votes.  

“It is incumbent on this City 
Council to go above and beyond in 
its measures of transparency and 
accountability,” Ryu said. “This 
legislation would give Los Angeles 
the highest recusal standard of any 
city in the nation, and the people of 
Los Angeles deserve nothing less. I 

look forward to seeing this legisla-
tion, as well as the many other anti-
corruption measures I have been 
fighting for, become law.” 

The Rules Committee also 
approved a motion to require that 
meetings between developers and 
council members be disclosed to 
the public, something Ryu has done 
since entering office in 2015. 

Ryu is the only Los Angeles City 
Council member to refuse dona-
tions from real-estate developers 
since entering office, a standard he 
successfully made law last year. 
Ryu also recently put forth further 
anti-corruption legislation, includ-
ing a motion seeking to establish an 
Inspector General’s Office, which 
was recently approved in City 
Council. 

The motion next heads to City 
Council for a full vote.  
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Metro approves Moving Beyond Sustainability plan  

Thank you for publishing 
the newspaper  
each week 

 
Just a brief note to thank you for 

publishing the Beverly Press. 
I live in the Beverly Hills area 

and work in the entertainment 
industry. I am very appreciative for 
the information, engaging stories 
combined with the news of our 
community. 

I enjoy receiving the paper each 
week and am appreciative of the 
work your staff continues to do 
throughout these unique times. I 
am a loyal reader, and I wanted you 
to know that, officially! 

 
Miss M.B. 
Beverly Hills 

 

Mirabel is wrong  
for the Miracle Mile 

 
 
Re “Mirabel faces Miracle Mile 

Chamber,” Sept. 24 issue 
 
My husband and I bought our 

home on Masselin Avenue in 1968. 
We raised our five children in our 
home and they still love to visit 
with their children. They all con-
sider the Miracle Mile a wonderful 
place to have lived their childhood. 

They went to local schools, 
played sports at Pan Pacific Park 
(we called it Gardner Park), played 
ball in the street with the other 
neighborhood kids, loved Bob’s 
Big Boy [on Wilshire Boulevard], 
Van de Kamp’s, Du-par’s [and] 
May Company, and played in the 
gardens around the museum, hop-

ping over the streams, having birth-
day parties on the large lawn. We 
felt that we were giving them the 
chance to be part of a community 
of other families. A touch of the 
small town in the big city. 

How much of this life is avail-
able today for young families? The 
sweetness, comfort and security of 
living here is being upended by 
development. The saddest part is 
that so many young families are no 
longer able to afford to buy homes 
in this neighborhood.   The area is 
being overtaken with expensive 
apartments. 

The Mirabel is grotesque in its 
size, and the rent that will be 
charged for the “amenities” are for-
eign to this neighborhood. This is 
not New York City where you can 
walk to the theater and fine dining, 
where there is no other choice. This 
is the Miracle Mile where you get 
in your car to go to the theater, fine 
restaurants [and] concerts. And, 
even with the [subway], people 
who pay these rents are not going 
to use it. Families with children 
will use the Metro. 

The very limited number of low 
income apartments is not out of the 
generosity of heart, but to get more 
exemptions from the city.   My 
daughter suggested that the low-
income rentals will probably have 
their own entrance so not to inter-
fere with the rich renters. We have 
coffee shops so a coffee lounge is 
not a selling point. We have an 
upscale gym on Wilshire. We have 
many lovely moderately-priced 
restaurants. We do not need or want 
this large, out of scale building in 
our beautiful Miracle Mile. 

 
Fran Hentz 
Miracle Mile 

The Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority Board of Directors 
approved a comprehensive Moving 
Beyond Sustainability plan for the 
region on Sept. 24. 

MBS outlines a comprehensive 
sustainability strategy for the next 
decade to make Metro facilities 
greener, reduce air pollution and 
trash from construction, and reduce 
smog and greenhouse gases across 
L.A. County.  

“Transportation is not merely the 
biggest source of air pollution in our 
state – it's one of our greatest oppor-
tunities to turn the tides of the cli-
mate crisis and reverse generations 
of inequities found at the heart of our 
communities,” Los Angeles Mayor 
and Metro Board Chair Eric Garcetti 
said. “Metro’s Moving Beyond 
Sustainability plan is only a first step, 
and we will keep working to build on 
this foundation and accelerate our 
ambitions toward a more sustainable 

oxides emissions by 54%.  
Metro’s day-to-day operations 

inherently advance sustainability by 
taking cars off the road and getting 
people onto transit. The Metro sys-
tem accelerates environmental bene-
fits in the region by reducing far 
more greenhouse gas emissions than 
it generates by providing alternatives 
to driving alone.  

“Metro is leading a bold move-
ment to reimagine L.A. County: one 
that expands mobility, increases 
access to opportunities and increases 
environmental stewardship,” Metro 
CEO Phillip A. Washington said. 

MBS is Metro’s most comprehen-
sive sustainability planning docu-
ment to date and is designed to align 
with and support parallel efforts and 
plans underway at L.A. County and 

the city of Los Angeles, including 
the city’s Green New Deal and Our 
County. Actions taken by Metro will 
be reviewed annually to determine 
what, if any, new actions are needed. 

“Moving Beyond Sustainability is 
our call to action,” said Cris Liban, 
Metro’s chief sustainability officer. 
“We are creating sustainable trans-
portation solutions in L.A. County to 
advance regional prosperity and 
equity. This plan does more than set 
ambitious goals – we are extending 
our hand to all Angelenos to help us 
do more than what is merely sustain-
able. We can build a transportation 
system that is innovative, sustainable 
and increases access to opportunity 
for everyone.” 

For information, visit 
metro.net/sustainability. 

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE  

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission will 
hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item: 
 
LOCATIONS:            8743 SUNSET BOULEVARD,  
                                 West Hollywood, California 
 
REQUEST: Proposal to convert an existing static billboard and pole to a 

new digital billboard as part of the Sunset Boulevard Off-site 
Signage Policy. 

 
PERMIT(S):              Billboard Permit, Development Agreement, Zone Map Amend-

ment, and any other required permits. 
 
APPLICANT(S):       Reshma Pendleton, Netflix (Seymour Consulting Group, Rep-

resentative) 
  
TIME/PLACE            Teleconference Meeting 
OF HEARING:          Thursday, October 15, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
                                 Given the local, state and nation state of emergency, this 

meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed in-
structions for participation included on the posted agenda). 

 
ZONES:                    SSP (Sunset Specific Pan) 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS:                   Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for Sunset Boulevard 

Off-Site Signage Policy 
 

 
DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND STATE OF EMERGENCY, CITY HALL 
IS CURRENTLY CLOSED.  The staff report will be available on Thursday, October 
8, 2020 on-line at www.weho.org  
 
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those is-
sues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in 
the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning Commission, 
via the Planning & Development Services Department at, or prior to, the Public Hear-
ing. 
 
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the 
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of 
the City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.   
 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to ex-
press their opinion in this matter. 
 
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED 
COPY OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER IN-
FORMATION regarding this item, contact Jennifer Davis, Senior Planner in the Plan-
ning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:  
jdavis@weho.org  
 
Yvonne Quarker, City Clerk    
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополни-

тельной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-848-

6826.

Letters to the Editor

Recusal legislation approved 
by council’s Rules Committee

and just future.” 
MBS builds on more than a 

decade of forward-thinking Metro 
sustainability policies dating back to 
2008. Among the plan’s specific 
goals are the transition from com-
pressed natural buses to a 100% elec-
tric bus fleet by 2030. This transition 
has already begun with the deploy-
ment of the agency’s first electric bus 
on the G Line (Orange) and conver-
sion of the J Line (Sliver) planned for 
2021. Additionally, the plan calls for 
tripling Metro’s on-site renewable 
energy generation by 2030, reducing 
total greenhouse gas emissions by 
79% and reducing total nitrogen 

https://www.weho.org
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6333 W. Third St.  • Farmers Market  • 323.938.5131 
www.marcondas.com 

OPEN EVERYDAY!

Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 79 Years 
Serving the finest meats and poultry in Los Angeles

USDA Prime Bone-In Ribeye Steak 
$18.98/lb. 

reg. $25.98/lb 

All Natural, Antibiotic free. Humanely raised. 

With this ad - limit 6 - good through 10/7/20

Theía offers  
Jazz Brunch 

The brand-new Greek restaurant 
and lounge in the Beverly 

Grove area offers weekend brunch 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and a 
special jazz brunch every Saturday. 
Theía’s modern Mediterranean 
brunch classics include pita 
Benedict with a choice of lamb 
sausage or smoked white fish. They 
serve spanakopita with eggs, 
lemon-ricotta pancakes and a lamb-
and-beef burger. The customizable 

bloody mary menu offers elevated 
garnishes that include bacon-
wrapped shrimp and sriracha-
glazed bacon. Other beverages 
include bottomless Bellinis and 
mimosas. Guests sit on the outdoor 
patio, or choose contact-free take-
out. 8048 W. 3rd St. 8048 W. 3rd. 
St., (323)591-0059. 

 

Italian Night at  
the Abbey  
West Hollywood now has a 

new elevated dining experi-
ence with Italian Night at the 

Abbey. The Abbey’s new outdoor 
dining experience serves traditional 
antipasto, pizza, pasta, main and 
dessert for a full-course Italian 
meal. Italian night features a variety 
of Italian wines, spirits, digestif and 
drinks. Top off the evening with 
half off select bottles of wine every 
Tuesday night from 6 p.m. to clos-
ing. 692 N. Robertson Blvd., 
(310)289-8410.  

 

Market Tavern  
guest chef 

 

On Oct. 2 and 3, Market Tavern 
at the Original Farmers Market 

will be hosting two-time James 
Beard Award-nominated chef 
Bernhard Mairinger. Mairinger is 
best known for earning his stripes 

as the chef de cuisine at Patina, then 
later opening celebrated Austrian 
concept BierBeisl in downtown 
Los Angeles. This upcoming col-
laboration at Market Tavern will be 
the first time many Angelenos will 
have the opportunity to enjoy 
Mairinger’s food in years, and the 
delicious menu will transport visi-
tors to central Europe. Beer 
drinkers will also get the chance to 
have authentic, German brews with 
Weihenstephaner pint specials. 
farmersmarketla.com. 6333 W. 
Third St.  

 

Alta Adams Coffee 
and Wine Shop 
 

During the day, Alta Adams is 
open for coffee and takeaway, 

and during the evening, it’s open 
for dinner. Alta + Friends is a new 
Monday evening pop-up series fea-
turing themed menus and special 
offerings by esteemed guest chefs. 
Chefs Keith Corbin and Daniel 
Patterson welcome culinary talents 
into their kitchen to curate collabo-
rative menus and experiences. On 
Monday, Oct. 12, Jon Yao of Kato 
is making an eight-course menu for 
$145. On Monday, Oct 19, Miles 
Thompson will prepare a six-course 
menu for $125. Wine and service 
director Ruben Morancy of Adams 
Wine Shop offers an extensive 
selection of wines with many bot-
tles from Black and female wine-
makers. Many are priced under 
$30. On Thursday night from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m., Ruben is hosting tast-
ings featuring three wines from the 
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RESTAURANT NEWS 
by Jill Weinlein

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
https://marcondas.com


Park Labrea News/Beverly Press 13  October 1, 2020

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Fri. Oct 2, 3p

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

pm-Close

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

en~ OEnegr
eihenstephaner ~W

TEIN & SPINT

Sat. Oct. 3 11a

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Oktoberfest
ils & HellesP~ Hefe,

N SPECIALS

am - Close

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

en~ OEnegrEnegren~ O

TGUEST CHEF BERNH
“Obatzda”

Ripe, soft cheese spre
peppercre

BierBeisl sau
Kåsekrainer, bratw

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

OktoberfestOktoberfest

HARD MAIRINGER
” crostini- 
ead, pimento, garlic,
ess, speck

sage platter
wurst debreziner,

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St.
markettavernla.com

wine braised sauerk

Apple grape strud
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

kraut, salted pretzel

del, vanilla sauce

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Swes’t the Kids to Du-paraerrT
obNo prting? ae-tr-orNo trick

ted Mini SandwichestAssor
rianglesTJelly ter & teP anut But

Tea Party at Ho

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

eets!
blem!
me!

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 JuiceApple a &eeT

ewersruit Skesh FrF
Donutsfins &fiMini Muf

a)xtr($2 e
equested Salmon upon rSmok
en Salad, ChickHam & Cheese,

2 for 18.95

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

4 for 34.00

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

(323) 933-8446  • (323) 933-84
et d &• 3reaIn the Original Farmers Mark  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

@duparsfm

447
airfax& F

shop, along with bites from Corbin. 
Tastings are conducted at outdoor 
candlelit tables for $25. Patio din-
ing is available Friday through 
Sunday from 5:30 to 9 p.m. Brunch 
is served from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. 5359 W. Adams Blvd., 
(323)571-4999. 

 

Hauntoween LA: 
Spooktacular 

 

Purchase tickets in advance to 
enjoy a safe, immersive and 

interactive drive-thru experience 
from Oct. 9 to Oct. 31 from 3 to 9 
p.m. It’s a kid-friendly, not scary 
adventure by Experiential Supply 
founder and Chief Experience 
Officer Jasen Smith. There is an 
immersive jack-o-lantern tunnel 
with over 1,000 pumpkins. Every 
car receives candy treat bags and a 
pumpkin to choose from while dri-
ving through a windy-themed 
pumpkin patch. Families can 
retrieve their pumpkin to take home 
from a drive-up container. The 
pumpkin is sanitized and placed in 
a plastic bag. Vehicles will pass 
down two streets, stopping door-to-
door and costumed (and safely 
masked) actors coming out from 

their “homes” with poles and buck-
ets filled with wrapped candy to 
provide a re-imagined trick or treat 
experience. Guests must wear a 
mask while their windows are 
down. Ticket price is $70 per vehi-
cle. hauntoweenla.com. 6100 
Topanga Canyon Blvd. 

 

Descanso Gardens 
autumn fun 

 

Bring the family to a pumpkin-
filled Halloween celebration at 

Descanso. Guests are invited to 
safely walk through socially-dis-
tanced, pumpkin-themed displays 
in the most popular sections of the 
garden. Children who are 14 years 
and under are invited to wear cos-
tumes and a mask as they explore 
and enjoy autumn in the gardens. 
The Kitchen at Descanso will have 
a variety of warm, fall-inspired 
drinks and soups available, along 
with such seasonal favorites as 
caramel corn and churros. Become 
a member to enjoy the gourd-geous 
displays all month long. Also, 
members can order Gourmet in the 
Garden from the Kitchen at 
Descanso. There are a variety of 
mains, salads and appetizers avail-

able to-go. Orders can be made via 
chownow.com or by emailing 
gourmettogo@thekitchen.net. All 
orders must be made 48 hours in 
advance. Food is available daily 
from 11a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission 
for non-members is now on sale via 
descansogardens.org/tickets or by 
calling (626)793-7234. 1418 
Descanso Drive, La Canada 
Flintridge. 

 

Honey’s Kettle  
drop kitchen 

 

The Culver City fried chicken 
spot Honey’s Kettle has a new 

second outpost in Hollywood. This 
delivery-only concept delivered to 
Angelenos in Hollywood and sur-
rounding neighborhoods, including 
Beverly Hills, Larchmont, West 
Hollywood, Los Feliz, the San 
Fernando Valley and Burbank. 
Enjoy kettle-fried chicken, hotcakes, 
family packs, a picnic box and fresh 
peach, pecan or apple pie by the 
slice, delivered straight to your door 
by all major delivery platforms 
including Postmates, DoorDash, 
Uber Eats, ChowNow and Grubhub 
from 9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. 9537 
Culver Blvd., (310)202-5453.  

Fresh Brothers new 
Beyond beef items   

 

The 100% plant-based Beyond 
beef, which is made without 

GMOs or synthetic colors and fla-
vors, is designed to deliver the taste 
and texture of ground beef, but is 
better for people and the planet. 
Fresh Brothers has created three 
new items: a Beyond Meat Pizza 
with all-natural mozzarella, signa-
ture sauce and Beyond beef; a 
Vegan Da Works pizza made with 
Beyond beef, Daiya mozzarella, 
plant-based pepperoni, mushrooms, 
green peppers and onion on a vegan 
crust; and Beyond Meat slider 
made with seasoned Beyond beef, 
pizza sauce and mozzarella on a 
King’s Hawaiian Sweet Roll. 
Curbside pickup and contactless 
delivery is available. 250 S. 
Beverly Drive, (310)860-9400; 
8613 Santa Monica Blvd., 
(310)652-5252. 

 

HiHo’s Willie Mae fried 
chicken sandwich 
 

James Beard Award-winning 
restaurant Willie Mae’s Scotch 

House of New Orleans and HiHo in 
Mid-Wilshire collaborated to make 
a chicken sandwich now on the 
HiHo menu. It’s Willie Mae’s fried 
chicken sandwich, topped with 
HiHo’s house-made pickles, a 
tangy slaw sauce, organic honey 
and crunchy purple cabbage on a 
warm brioche bun. Enjoy it on the 
patio, take to-go or have it delivered 
by Postmates. 6245 Wilshire Blvd., 
Suite 102, (323)642-6467. 

 

Lanea Cocktail Bar 
free tacos 

 

On Oct. 4 from noon to 7 p.m., 
Lanea Cocktail Bar is hosting 

a drive-thru taco stand and will 
offer free tacos to fire fighters and 
frontline workers. Others will 
receive one free taco with the pur-
chase of a cocktail, and a portion of 
all proceeds from the day will ben-
efit the Santa Monica Firefighters 
Relief Fund. Come indulge in their 
Taco & Tequila Happy Hour with 
$2 tacos and $9 handcrafted canned 
or frozen cocktails. Delivery of 
food and alcohol is available 
through Toast, Grubhub, Postmates 
and Uber Eats or pickup.  217 S. 
Broadway, (424)265-7437. 

https://farmersmarketla.com
https://www.markettavernla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/


At 6:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a theft near the corner 
of Gardner and Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 7100 block of 
Hillside at 7 p.m. 
 
At 7:55 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5400 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 8400 block of W. 
Third at 8:05 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1100 
block of S. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7200 block of 
Hillside at 9:30 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5500 
block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 6500 block of Yucca 
at 10:35 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1700 
block of N. Cherokee. 
 
Sept. 21 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Hollywood 
and Fairfax at 4 a.m. 
 
At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1200 
block of S. Citrus. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 100 block of N. 
La Cienega at 7:40 a.m. 
 
At 9:30 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 600 block of 
Masselin. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
vehicle burglary in the 400 block of 
S. Arden at 10:28 a.m. 
 
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
700 block of N. Crescent Heights. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 1800 block of 
Whitley at 12:30 p.m. 
 
At 12:35 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 8300 block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 800 block of S. 
Stanley at 2 p.m. 
 
At 3:25 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 100 
block of N. La Cienega. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 200 block of S. 
Windsor at 4:30 p.m. 
 
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1200 
block of N. Bronson. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 5400 block of 
Wilshire at 11:30 p.m. 
 
Sept. 22 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
vehicle burglary in the 1100 block 
of S. Clark at 12:30 a.m. 
 
At 5:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 7000 
block of Franklin. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of 
Hollywood and Gower at 10:15 
a.m. 
 
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
6400 block of Selma. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 

petty theft in the 7300 block of 
Melrose at 12:52 p.m. 
 
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5900 
block of Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8400 block of W. 
Third at 1 p.m. 
 
At 1:25 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Beverly and Sweetzer. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 8000 block of 
Sunset at 3:30 p.m. 
 
At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Franklin and Gower. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7200 block of 
Melrose at 7 p.m. 
 
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 900 
block of Cahuenga. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft near the corner of 
Carlos and Gower at 7 p.m. 
 
At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1400 
block of Tamarind. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1400 block of N. 
Bronson at 8 p.m. 
 
At 8:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6900 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6900 block of 
Clinton at 9 p.m. 
 
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1400 
block of S. Wilton. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 6200 block of 
Colgate at 10 p.m. 
 
Sept. 23 
 
An unknown suspect stole a bicy-
cle in the 900 block of 
Shenandoah at 12:01 a.m. 
 
At 1:50 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 400 
block of N. Stanley. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 100 block of N. Van 
Ness at 3:45 a.m. 
 
At 5:15 a.m., an attempted bur-
glary was reported in the 8200 
block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 7400 block of Melrose at 
1:50 p.m. 
 
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
400 block of N. Norton. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1000 block of S. 
Holt at 3 p.m. 
 
At 3:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 8000 block 
of Sunset. 
 
An attempted robbery was report-
ed near the corner of Pico and 
Wooster at 5 p.m. 
 
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Sunset and La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of Third 
and Holt at 7:30 p.m. 
 
At 7:44 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8400 block of Beverly. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 4600 block of 

Rosewood at 8 p.m. 
 
At 11:30 p.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 1100 block of 
S. Fairfax. 
 
Sept. 24 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
6700 block of Lexington. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1700 block of 
N. Orange at 4:20 a.m. 
 
At 7:18 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 600 
block of S. Dunsmuir. 
 
An attempted burglary was report-
ed in the 100 block of S. Edinburgh 
at 7:55 a.m. 
 
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 5800 
block of Harold. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 5800 block of 
Sunset at 1 p.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Hollywood and 
Cahuenga. 
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
Sept. 20 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 8900 block of 
Wilshire at noon. 
 
At 5:26 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 300 
block of Rodeo.  
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 9800 block of Santa 
Monica at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Sept. 21 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1000 block of 
Linden at 4:47 a.m. 
 
At 12:59 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
200 block of N. La Cienega. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 600 block of 
Beverly at 10:13 p.m. 
 
Sept. 22 
 
At 12:05 a.m., a vandalism inci-
dent was reported in the 700 block 
of Doheny. 
 
Sept. 23 
 
At 9:23 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 200 block 
of Almont. 
 
Sept. 24 
 
A vandalism incident was reported 
near the corner of Bedford and 
Santa Monica at 8:15 a.m. 
 
At 8:18 a.m., a vandalism incident 
was reported in the 9500 block of 
Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft from a vehicle parked in 
the 400 block of Rexford at 11:30 
a.m. 
 
At 3:29 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 200 
block of Rodeo.  
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Wilshire 
and Santa Monica at 6 p.m. 
 
Sept. 25 
 
A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs near the corner 
of La Cienega and Olympic at 
12:33 a.m. 
 
At 7:49 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
9400 block of Dayton. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
Sept. 20 
 
At 5:21 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1000 
block of N. Spaulding. 
 
Sept. 21 
 
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1100 
block of N. Crescent Heights. 

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1200 block of 
Fuller at 11 a.m. 
 
At 5:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 7600 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
Sept. 22 
 
At 4:13 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1000 
block of Curson. 
 
Sept. 23 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1000 block of Curson. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 8400 block of 
Fountain at 7 p.m. 
 
At 8:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1000 
block of Crescent Heights. 
 
Sept. 24 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1400 block of 
Crescent Heights at 3 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 1200 
block of Laurel. 
 
Sept. 25 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Laurel 
and Santa Monica at 11:30 a.m. 
 
At 8:08 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 1100 
block of N. La Cienega. 
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
Sept. 20 
 
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 900 
block of N. Hudson. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 400 block of 
S. Manhattan at noon. 
 
At 12:25 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
1300 block of S. La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a bicy-
cle in the 1300 block of S. 
Ridgeley at 12:25 p.m. 
 
At 12:45 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
500 block of N. Sycamore. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 400 block of N. 
Western at 1:20 p.m. 
 
At 2:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 100 
block of N. La Cienega. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6500 block of 
Hollywood at 3 p.m. 
 
At 3:32 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8400 
block of Beverly. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 5900 block of Hollywood at 
6:20 p.m. 

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Sept. 20 and Sept. 25. The information was compiled from www.crimemap-
ping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los 
Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and 
the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

http://kramerlaw.biz
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Secret garden delights at Peninsula Beverly Hills 
by Jill Weinlein

In 2016 when I dined at 
Belvedere at the Peninsula 
Beverly Hills, I met the creative 

executive chef David Codney while 
enjoying many of his signature 
dishes. In my Beverly Press review, 
I described the evening as an 
approachable fine dining experi-
ence, offering a distinctive flavor 
profile that lures guests to return for 
more. 

With the global pandemic, the 
hotel had to close its beautiful inte-
rior fine dining room, yet Codney 
has stayed busy cultivating his 
“secret garden” on the rooftop of the 
hotel for outdoor dining venues.   

On the fifth floor, where the 60-
foot outdoor pool overlooks 
Beverly Hills and the Century City 
skyline, Codney planted his garden. 
He harvested an array of heirloom 
tomatoes and herbs to include in his 
innovative menus. 

Codney has created three dining 
options – terrace dining, roof top-
dining and outdoor tea. Le Petit 
Belvedere, located on the terrace, is 
a California-style brasserie concept. 
The menu offers favorites such as 
saffron risotto croquettes, moules 
frites, steak au poivre and a show 
stopping Grand Marnier souffle. 

A selection of signature cocktails, 
beer, wine and Laurent Perrier 
Champagne are offered. 

He also has created a seasonal 
menu at the Roof Garden, near his 
secret garden. My husband and I 
were eager to try his freshly picked 
garden-to-plate offerings. 

Riding the elevator up to the 
Codney’s the Roof Garden, we 

stepped onto a beautiful al fresco 
setting with yellow and white 
striped umbrellas, a teak bar, tables 
set for two to four guests and a 
socially distanced lounge area with 
chairs arranged around a flickering 
fire pit. As the sun set, the lights of 
Beverly Hills and Century City high 
rise buildings illuminated the sky. 

We started with a bright orange 
Aperol spritz while looking over the 
menu and noticed Codney puts an 
asterisk next to each dish that offers 
ingredients from his garden. 

We enjoyed burrata with vibrant 
red and yellow heirloom tomatoes 
and sprigs of basil from his garden 
with a variety of bread from a bas-
ket. The creaminess of the burrata 
was nice on flat parmesan cracker 
bread and olive rolls sliced in half, 
especially when topped a tomato 
slice and basil. It was a perfect 
starter with our cocktails.   

Other menu items showcasing 
Codney’s tomatoes include his 
Cobb salad and BBQ Mary’s 
Chicken Salad with crunchy dried 
Russian corn, black beans, an array 
of tomatoes, mixed greens and his 
special barbecue thousand island 
dressing.   

A handful of Asian-influenced 
items include a Mandarin chicken 
salad and an udon bowl with fresh 
cilantro, miso dressing, white soy 
mushrooms, cashews for crunch 
and daikon radish for some heat. He 
also makes sesame tofu with broc-
coli rabe, chopped eggplant and a 
piquant, crispy chili garlic sauce. 

My favorite was the cilantro 
shrimp pad Thai with a tamarind 

glaze. Five large grilled shrimp 
were tossed with sliced scallions, 
crunchy green papaya, crisp bean 
sprouts, diced peanuts and egg. 
Wedges of lime can be squeezed on 
top to offer a refreshing touch of cit-
rus with each bite.  

Codney posts photos of his gar-
den vegetables on Instagram and in 
one of his posts he added this fun 
fact: “tomatoes are botanically a 
fruit but culinarily a vegetable… the 
Supreme Court had to rule this for 
tax reasons on imports. In 1883, the 
court declared it to be a vegetable, 
as it was generally served with din-
ner and not dessert. This ruling was 
only for the tariff and not reclassi-
fied for botanical purposes.” 

The last entrée we ordered was a 
grilled swordfish steak that was 
cooked perfectly with secret garden 
fennel and an arugula salad mixed 
with dandelion greens and Belgian 
endive. They were lightly dressed 
with a preserved lemon dressing. 

Other offerings on the menu 
include branzino with oven roasted 
tomatoes and Wild Local Seafood 
Company salmon from Santa 
Barbara, which was served with 
quinoa and a corn salsa with chili, 
almonds and sesame. 

Codney makes a Roof Garden 
BBQ Burger with thick-cut slices of 
Nueskie bacon, smoked barbecue 
onions and aged white cheddar; and 
an Impossible burger layered with 
two smashed burger patties and gar-
den tomatoes. 

Be sure to save room for dessert. 
The whole-wheat butterscotch 
blondie is enhanced with ribbons of 

dulce de leche, chocolate sauce and 
a scoop of horchata ice cream with 
oven-roasted, cinnamon-sugar-cov-
ered nuts on top. 

Codney is planting for the winter 
and soon will be changing his menu 
items to include his seasonal, fresh 
vegetables and herbs when they are 
ready to harvest. 

Back by popular demand, 
Codney is now offering his elegant 
afternoon tea outdoors at Le Petit 
Belvedere. Guests can enjoy free 
flowing Champagne by Laurent 
Perrier, along with one-of-a-kind 
teas and a tower of sweet items that 
includes a lemon thyme eclair, tar-
ragon Mandarin layer cake, scones 
and gluten-free zucchini loaf. Some 
of the savory sandwiches include 
his traditional cucumber and 

smoked salmon, a pastrami sand-
wich with horseradish cream, 
house-made pickles, pickled mus-
tard seeds and micro parsley, and 
Maine lobster and caviar roll on 
brioche bread with herbs from his 
garden.  

Enjoy a meal on the fifth floor 
Rooftop Garden daily from 7 a.m., 
to 9 p.m. Le Petite Belvedere is open 
for dinner on Wednesdays through 
Saturdays from 5 to 10 p.m., and 
Champagne and tea is now being 
served on Saturdays and Sundays at 
11a.m. and 1:30 p.m. On Sundays, 
there is also a seating 4 p.m.  

Takeout options are available 
with pickup at the valet for those 
who prefer to dine at home. 9882 S. 
Santa Monica Blvd., (310)551-2888 
and (310)975-2736. 

photo by Jill Weinlein 

Chef David Codney’s pad Thai is one of his many Asian-influenced items 
on the menu at the Roof Garden. 

http://dupars.net/Store/
http://www.cantersdeli.com
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Vice presidential candidate 
Kemp visits his alma mater  

The Oct. 24, 1996, issue of the Park Labrea News and Beverly Press 
showed then-Vice Presidential Candidate Jack Kemp at his alma mater, 
Fairfax High School, where he spoke to students and received a foot-
ball jersey commemorating his time on campus in the early 1950s. 
Kemp, who at the time was the vice presidential running mate of 
Republican candidate Bob Dole, gave a speech about the importance 
of diversity and equality. He said one of his favorite things about grow-
ing up in the Wilshire area and attending Fairfax High was “going to 
Canter’s” for a snack, the accompanying article stated. Kemp enjoyed 
a long career in the American and Canadian football leagues, playing 
for the San Diego Chargers and Buffalo Bills, among other teams. He 
also served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1971-89, and as 
United States Secretary of Housing and Urban Development from 
1989-93 under former President George H.W. Bush. Dole and Kemp 
were defeated in the 1996 election by former President Bill Clinton and 
Vice President Al Gore. Kemp died three years later on May 2, 2009. 

Music Center offers access to ‘RBG’
 The Music Center announced the 

opportunity for Angelenos to pur-
chase and view the Emmy-winning 
documentary, “RBG,” which details 
the life of America’s foremost 
champion of gender equality, U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, who passed away on 
Sept. 18.  

Just re-released by Magnolia 
Pictures, the documentary was 
directed and produced by Betsy 
West and Julie Cohen, and co-pro-
duced by Storyville Films and CNN 
Films. RBG is available for pur-
chase for $6.99 on the Music Center 
Offstage. This version of the film 
includes access to a long-form 
Q&A session with the directors held 
this past summer. Proceeds benefit 
the ACLU’s Women’s Rights 
Project, founded by Ginsburg in 
1972, and the Music Center.  

Filmed when Ginsburg was 85, 
“RBG” details the unique personal 
journey of her rise to the nation's 
highest court. The film explores her 
life, lengthy and important legal 
legacy and her status as an unex-
pected pop culture icon. Featuring 
extensive interviews with and 
footage of Ginsburg, “RBG” also 
includes commentary and stories 
from the Ginsburg family, NPR’s 
legal affairs correspondent Nina 
Totenberg, Gloria Steinem, 
Republican Sen. Orrin Hatch of 
Utah and former President Bill 
Clinton, who nominated Ginsburg 
to the Supreme Court in 1993, 
among others. 

Known for her trailblazing work 
for women’s rights, the octogenari-
an “rock star” earned the nickname 
“Notorious RBG” as millennials 
extolled her virtues on Twitter and 
Tumblr, stocking up on RBG T-
shirts and tote bags and creating a 
phenomenon.  

The documentary filmed 
Ginsburg in her office, on vacation 
with her family and working out 
with her personal trainer, while 
delving into the dramatic stories of 

the clients she represented as a 
young lawyer arguing before the 
Supreme Court in the 1970s. At that 
time, it was legal to discriminate on 
the basis of sex. Ginsburg’s brilliant 
legal strategy resulted in five 
groundbreaking rulings that made 
great strides toward putting women 
and men on equal footing before the 
law. Ginsburg’s successful legacy 
and determined actions were rooted 
in her approach to sexism and 
adversity with formidable legal 
skills to fight for justice for women 
for more than five decades. Her 
steadfast commitment, not only for 
gender equality but for democratic 
institutions that protect the rights of 
all citizens, remains an indelible 
part of American history. 

“While small in stature and soft in 
voice, Justice Ginsburg was a pow-
erhouse in brains and brawn. She 
not only equated women’s rights 
with human rights, but also helped 
defeat discrimination for all at home 
and in the workplace. All of us have 
much to thank this pioneer for 
ensuring the freedoms and liberties 
America offers are equal under the 
law,” Music Center President and 
CEO Rachel Moore said. “Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg was a beacon of 
light who worked tirelessly to right 
the wrongs in our society. We are 
thrilled to help audiences learn more 
about her story with the re-release of 
this film.” 

Visit musiccenter.org/rbg.

image courtesy of Magnolia Pictures/CNN Films 

Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg in “RBG.”

BHBA hosts debate in L.A. County DA race 
The Beverly Hills Bar 

Association will host a 90-minute 
debate on Oct. 6 at 5 p.m. between 
Los Angeles County District 
Attorney Jackie Lacey and chal-
lenger George Gascón via Zoom. 

Professor Beth Colgan, a crimi-
nal law and procedure expert from 
UCLA School of Law, will moder-
ate the debate. The John M. 
Langston Bar Association of Los 
Angeles, Mexican American Bar 
Association, Asian Pacific 
American Bar Association of Los 
Angeles County, Italian American 

Lawyers Association, Consumer 
Attorneys Association of Los 
Angeles, Consumer Attorneys of 
California and the Los Angeles 
County Bar Association Criminal 
Justice Section are co-sponsoring 
the debate. 

“We are honored to host this 
debate in the most-watched district 
attorney election in the nation,” 
said BHBA President Adam 
Siegler. “There has been a tremen-
dous amount of interest in this race 
from our members and the mem-
bers of the co-sponsoring bar asso-

ciations. We have hundreds of reg-
istrants to date and they’ve submit-
ted dozens of suggested questions 
to our moderator. It’s energizing to 
see this level of engagement in this 
important local election, and we 
look forward to having both candi-
dates share their ideas with our 
local legal community and with 
the voters. 

For information and to view the 
debate, register by visiting 
BHBA.org/debate. BHBA also 
plans to broadcast the event via 
Facebook Live. 

Susan G. Komen telethon scheduled for Oct. 3 
For the first time during 

October’s national Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, Susan G. 
Komen Los Angeles County will 
hold a telethon on Saturday, Oct. 3, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. with the goal of 
raising $500,000 for Komen’s treat-
ment assistance program. 

“TAP is Caring” will be televised 
on Los Angeles station KCAL 9 and 
simulcast on CBSN Los Angeles, 
losangeles.cbslocal.com/live.  

TAP provides financial support 
for those in treatment to cover relat-
ed expenses that often serve as a 
barrier to receiving needed care, 
such as childcare, eldercare, trans-

portation for treatment, portions of 
rent or living expenses, food, oral 
pain medication, durable medical 
equipment, oral chemotherapy and 
more. 

Emmy award-winning 
KCBS/KCAL anchor Pat Harvey 
will co-host the event with Emmy-
winning TV host Samantha Harris, 
Komen’s Los Angeles’s 2017 Breast 
Cancer Survivor of the Year and 
Ryan “Q” Quast of Q Loves You. 

Others scheduled to appear dur-
ing the Telethon include Grammy 
Award-winner Melissa Manchester, 
entertainer Kelly Osbourne and pro 
Football Hall of Fame icon Brett 

Favre, among others. 
“The demand for assistance regu-

larly outpaces available funds. Yet 
due to the economic impact of the 
coronavirus, with rising levels of 
unemployment, more people than 
ever are likely to need assistance,” 
stated a release issued by Susan G. 
Komen. 

Last year, TAP served nearly 
4,500 individuals nationally, 
including 462 in California. It is 
estimated that a third of those in 
treatment for breast cancer in the 
U.S. may qualify for this assistance. 

For information, visit komenla-
county.org/tap. 

The Wallis spotlights artists this fall 
On Wednesdays this fall, tune 

into “Artist Spotlight,” an off-the-
cuff series of virtual conversations 
with Artistic Director Paul Crewes 
and artists from The Wallis’ 2021 
Season. Crewes will connect with 
each artist from the worlds of the-

ater, music and dance to talk about 
their projects and how they are 
navigating the challenging times. 

Crewes’ first Artist Spotlight 
chat, which took place yesterday, 
Sept. 30, reunited him with long-
time collaborator and friend, 

Emma Rice. The two discussed 
Rice’s latest production of 
“Romantics Anonymous” and 
what it was like to create a piece in 
the middle of a global pandemic. 

For information, visit thewal-
lis.org. 

https://www.tashmans.com
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Netflix’s ‘Enola Holmes’ is charm incarnate 

More films like this please. 
BBC’s “Sherlock” modernized the 
world’s greatest deductive mind, 
while CBS’s “Elementary” 
explored addiction. Then there’s 
Robert Downey Jr.’s rebrand as an 
action hero. Letting a new character 
rise turns out to be the best way for-
ward in “Enola Holmes,” the most 
charming film of the year. 

For Sherlock purists, “Enola” 
might insight anxiety, with the 
addition of original characters like 
Holmes’ younger sister Enola 
(Millie Bobby Brown) and mother 
Eudoria Holmes (Helena Bonham 
Carter). Past Sherlock stories either 
omit mother or mention her only 
briefly. But at least this Netflix film, 
based on the young adult series by 
Nancy Springer, provides a valid 
rationale for their absence while 
Sherlock (Henry Cavill) and 
uptight older brother Mycroft (Sam 
Claflin) elevate the family name in 
London. 

They enjoy an array of literary 
adventures and even some combat 
training in the family home in the 
countryside, removed from high 
society, especially all those unsa-
vory bits that would require both to 
submit to patriarchal norms. Upon 
Enola’s 16th birthday, however, 
everything changes when mother 
vanishes, leaving Mycroft in 
charge. 

Shocked by Enola’s improper 
behavior, Mycroft plans to ship his 
youngest sibling to a boarding 
school. Hopefully that will subdue 
her adventurous side, sand down 
any rough edges that might deter 
prospective husbands. Nope. That 
ain’t her jam, so Enola uses her 
unique intellect to escape and make 
her way to London in search of 
mom. 

The book series focuses on 
Enola’s time as a private investiga-
tor oft in search of missing persons. 
That’s where things begin – miss-
ing person No. 1, mom – but the 
search must take a beak seat to the 
intrigue surrounding Viscount 
Tewkesbury (Louis Partridge), on 
the run as well, resisting family 
expectations. 

Viscount may not face the same 
prejudices as Enola – male privi-
lege is on his side, after all – but 
that doesn’t make the mysterious 
man trying to kill him any less 
pressing. Enola feels obliged to 
focus on finding her mother, but 
seeing someone else in trouble 
sparks an internal conflict, one that 
peppers this film and any potential 
sequels to come.  

Sure, the film’s branding targets 

the Sofia Coppola lover – perhaps 
rightly so – but the actual film is a 
splendid cocktail with complimen-
tary ingredients: one part comedy, 
two parts mystery, a dash of thrill, a 
mist of romance. No lag, no corny 
bits, no weak performances. It all 
works in all works, serving as a pri-
mary example of re-watchable 
entertainment. Thank Millie Bobby 
Brown for that. 

Brown broke out as the heroine 
of Netflix’s “Stranger Things,” con-
stantly saving her Scooby gang 
from the Upside Down. As Enola, 
she navigates the changing post-
Victorian England alone, while par-
liament prepares to decide the fate 
of women’s rights. Regardless of 
what the English elite want for the 
future of their country, Enola’s 
voice is already quite pronounced; 
her mother saw to it. 

“Enola” establishes this in the 
opening moments when the young 
Ms. Holmes stares directly into the 
camera and narrates. Usually a bad 
screenwriter fancies a voiceover 
that says what should’ve been 

shown. Perhaps some of that 
occurs, but every fourth-wall break 
texturizes Brown’s performance, 
showing off Enola’s personality, to 
winning effect. Brown’s a remark-
able talent, and first-time film 
director Harry Bradbeer 
(“Fleabag”) helps her shine, with 
the help of Jack Thorne’s (“His 
Dark Materials”) stellar writing. 

Again, Sherlock lovers be 
warned: Cavill’s Sherlock enjoys a 
degree of screen time, but serves a 
supporting role at most. Perhaps 
that will change in future install-
ments – though it doesn’t need to – 
but for now, he’s the big brother, for 
better or worse, trying to play 
catchup to his sister. 

But at least he’s not Mycroft. 
Unlike other portrayals of the stuffy 
older brother, “Enola” presents the 
most foul thus far. 

Others shine as well, including 
Partridge, as Viscount, and Carter, 
as Eudoria. But this is all Brown’s 
show. She soars and will continue 
to do so in future projects, hopeful-
ly as Enola once more. 
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Millie Bobby Brown stars as the younger sister of Sherlock Holmes in the 
new Netflix film, “Enola Holmes.” 
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Millie Bobby Brown stars as the title character and Henry Cavill as the 
famous detective Sherlock Holmes in “Enola Holmes.” 

L.A. County Parks str ives to empower girls virtually
LA County Parks invites girls 

ages 11-18 to join the 5th annual 
“iMatter: Girls Empowerment 
Conference,” an annual tradition 
that encourages girls to share their 
voices and believe in a life of possi-
bilities by building confidence, 
exploring pathways to college and 
expanding career goals. 

This year, the annual conference 
will be a free virtual event with 
inspiration and empowerment, for 
the entire month of October. Girls 
can join from across L.A. County – 
and beyond – to be connected, 
inspired and empowered. 

From Oct. 1-31, L.A. County 

Parks will host virtual daily work-
shops, panels and keynote speakers, 
plus links to resources and activities 
to keep girls engaged. Each week 
will cover a new topic to show girls 
that they can dream big about their 
futures. 

Topics will begin with a week on 
L.A. County women in leadership, 
followed by women in sports during 
the second week. The third week’s 
programs will center around women 
in business and female entrepre-
neurs, with the fourth week focus-
ing on women in entertainment and 
the final week centered around 
women in politics.  

Girls can participate in virtual 
workshops and book clubs, join vir-
tual watch parties of documentaries, 
listen to inspiring speakers and ask 
questions. Girls are invited to join 
and participate in all events. The 
conference kicks off on Thursday, 
Oct. 1, at 4:30 p.m. with a virtual 
speaker panel including L.A. 
County Parks and Recreation 
Director Norma Edith García-
González. 

Last year, over 1,200 girls partic-
ipated in the conference. 
Registration is free but required as 
space is limited. For information, 
visit parks.lacounty.gov/gec2020. 

Holocaust Museum LA exhibit 
reinvents the Sukkah tradition

Holocaust Museum Los 
Angeles presents “The Ushpizin 
of the Silver Screen,” an exhibit 
created by artist and filmmaker 
Tiffany Woolf running from Oct. 
2, through Oct. 9. 

The exhibit is a reinvention of 
the traditional Sukkah as an old-
time Hollywood-era movie house, 
projecting stories on screens to 
commemorate this unprecedented 
time and to give voice to the com-
munity. The installation, located 
in the museum’s memorial garden 
in Pan Pacific Park, will include 
interviews and images from 
Reboot’s Silver Screen Studios 
project with three original series: 
“Dispatches From Quarantine,” 
“Coming of Age” and “The Last 
Act,” including the final interview 
with Carl Reiner and an interview 
with Norman Lear. It will also 
include “Voices of History,” 
Holocaust survivor films from the 
museum’s collection. 

The exhibit is designed to 
transform perception of the 
Sukkot tradition of “Ushpizin” 
(inviting symbolic guests) by 
inviting guests to think critically 
about the need to gather and 
come together. While the sukkah 
will remain empty – symbolic of 

the separation people face daily, 
whether it be due to the pandem-
ic, distance or social injustice – it 
will present and invite diverse 
stories throughout the year in a 
digital space. 

“The Ushpizin of the Silver 
Screen” is a collaboration of 
Reboot and the Holocaust 
Museum LA, made possible with 
the support of CANVAS. The 
work is part of the national pro-
ject Dwelling in a Time of 
Plagues, with organizational sup-
port from the Council of 
American Jewish Museums. 

The first works coincide with 
the holiday of Sukkot. The exhib-
it will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., daily. Admission is free. 
Physical distancing protocols will 
be enforced. 

A virtual opening event will be 
held on Oct. 2, at 11 a.m., featur-
ing speakers Noam Dromi, man-
aging director at Reboot Studios; 
Jordanna Gessler, vice president 
of education and exhibits at 
Holocaust Museum LA; David 
Katznelson, CEO of Reboot; 
Tiffany Woolf, exhibit artist; and 
Melissa Yaverbaum, executive 
director at CAJM. Visit holocaust-
museumla.org for information. 

photo courtesy of Holocaust Museum LA 

The new exhibit will include “Voices of History” Holocaust survivor films 
from the museum’s collection.

https://www.theagencyre.com
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Melvoin, Beutner display testing 
Los Angeles Unified School 

District board member Nick 
Melvoin, 4th District, and 
Superintendent Austin Beutner 
were tested for COVID-19 at 
Fairfax High School on Sept. 24. 
The LAUSD officials also dis-
cussed the district’s plans to test all 
students and staff at all LAUSD 
schools, as well as other COVID-19 
procedures. 

“We are committed to getting our 

kids back in the classroom as soon 
as possible, while also prioritizing 
the health and safety of all our 
school communities. The wide-
spread testing program we’ve 
implemented plays an important 
role in making that happen, and it’s 
exciting to see this ambitious plan 
getting underway at Fairfax High 
School and across L.A. Unified,” 
Melvoin said. 

For information, visit lausd.net.  
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Learn traditional Korean martial 
arts online with KCCLA 

The Korean Cultural Center, Los 
Angeles will present its 2020 online 
taekwondo class beginning today, 
Oct. 1, on the center’s social media 
platforms. 

The online video training pro-
gram will teach taekwondo, tradi-
tional Korean martial arts that train 
the body and mind. Every year, 
KCCLA partners with the Beyond 
the Bell branch of LAUSD to pro-
vide taekwondo classes to elemen-
tary, middle and high school stu-
dents. This year, due to COVID-19, 
the taekwondo experience is avail-
able to the public in a virtual format. 

As the national martial art of 
South Korea, taekwondo was 
selected as a demonstration sport at 
the 1988 Seoul and 1992 Barcelona 
Olympic Games. With taekwondo 
becoming popular around the 
world, it was adopted as an official 
medal sport at the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics. 

This year’s online taekwondo 

class includes 15 episodes show-
casing different aspects including 
basic stances and movements; 
hand, kicking and breaking tech-
niques; sparring; self-defense; 
stretching; and history and philoso-
phy of the sport. The lessons will 
include detailed explanations and 
demonstrations by three masters 
who hold fifth-degree black belts 
and higher. 

“We hope to overcome this 
COVID-19 pandemic together 
through these 2020 taekwondo 
online classes,” KCCLA Director 
Park Wijin said.  

“I hope taekwondo will become a 
more active sport here in the United 
States as not only is it a global cul-
tural heritage of Korea, but also a 
main representative brand and cul-
tural content of Korea,” he added. 

For information and to partici-
pate in the class, visit KCCLA’s 
Facebook, YouTube and Instagram 
accounts, or visit kccla.org. 

County moves to allow TK-second 
grade schools to reopen 

After a motion was approved by 
the Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors on Sept. 29, the Los 
Angeles County Department of 
Public Health will begin formulat-
ing a plan to open the school waiver 
program for in-person instruction 
for transitional kindergarten 
through second grade. 

The program will begin accept-
ing applications in early October 
for 30 schools per week and will 
prioritize the issuance of waivers to 
schools with higher percentages of 

students qualified for free or 
reduced-priced meals. The decision 
to grant a waiver will be based on 
ensuring that schools are able to 
open in full adherence with county 
protocols. The process requires 
consultation with the California 
Department of Public Health prior 
to accepting or rejecting waiver 
applications.  

The application process will be 
available online starting in early 
October and can be found by visit-
ing publichealth.lacounty.gov. 

Disney Conservation supports Backyard Bat Survey 
The Natural History Museums 

of Los Angeles County 
announced that Community 
Science Program Manager 
Miguel Ordeñana has been named 
a Disney Conservation Fund grant 
recipient. Ordeñana was selected 
for his work to save wildlife, pro-
tect habitats and inspire commu-
nity conservation in Los Angeles 
with the Backyard Bat Survey. 

The two organizations are com-
mitted to conserving urban sensi-
tive species such as the western 
red bat, southern yellow bat, west-
ern mastiff bat, hoary bat and 
small-footed myotis, which have 
already been detected through the 
study. 

“We are grateful for the contin-
ued support of the Disney 
Conservation Fund, which makes 
it possible for us to expand current 
bat research and education initia-
tives in addition to tackling new 
questions, such as where are they 
roosting, that put us in a better 
position to inform conservation 
action and policy,” Ordeñana said.  

“More specifically, the grant 
will allow us to continue using 
innovative acoustic technology 
that records species-specific bat 
echolocations, and allows us to 
team up with more families, 
schools, parks and now libraries,” 
he added. 

With the additional funding 
provided by Disney Conservation 
grant, the museum will also part-
ner with residents in underrepre-
sented neighborhoods of L.A. 
County to track and record bat 
activity through community sci-
ence-based acoustic monitoring 

and roost mapping, continuing the 
first large-scale study of bats in 
urban and suburban habitats to 
inform the Backyard Bat Survey. 
Community science is a discipline 
that engages volunteers from the 
public to advance real scientific 
projects.  

By studying and monitoring the 
local bat species, thousands of 
city dwellers will not only provide 
essential data for conservation 
focused policy decisions, but they 
will also be inspired to become 
stewards of their environment, 
according to the museum. 

“We are so grateful to receive 
the Disney Conservation Fund 
grant in support of our own 
Miguel Ordeñana’s project to 
expand the research of hibernat-
ing and roosting behavior of L.A. 
bats,” said Dr. Lori Bettison-
Varga, president and director of 
the museum. 

According to the museum, the 

Backyard Bat Survey is creating 
inclusive community engagement 
strategies and foundational scien-
tific knowledge upon which all 
future Los Angeles bat studies can 
build. Working with community 
scientists, project researchers con-
firmed the presence of seven bat 
species in L.A.’s urban core this 
past year, with analysis suggest-
ing the possibility of an additional 
two species.  

“These discoveries confirm the 
project hypothesis that highly 
urban regions of Los Angeles, 
such as South L.A., are not devoid 
of nature as commonly thought, 
but are instead rich in bat activity 
which is a positive indicator of 
ecosystem health,” stated a 
release issued by the Natural 
History Museum. 

For information, visit 
disney.com/conservation and 
nhm.org/community-science-
nhm/backyard-bats. 

image by Deniz Durmus 

Miguel Ordeñana, Natural History Museum community science pro-
gram manager, joined participants in the Backyard Bats project in L.A.

https://www.pilgrim-school.org
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Japan House launches social media contest 
If you look closely enough, 

architecture can be found even in 
the tiniest objects. At a time when 
people need creative outlets and fun 
new projects to spark imagination, 
Japan House Los Angeles, a 
Japanese cultural destination in 
Hollywood, in partnership with Sou 
Fujimoto Architects, is inviting 
aspiring architects, designers and 
art-minded people to participate in 
the “#TinyArchitect – Architecture 
is Everywhere” social media con-
test through Nov. 5. 

Inspired by internationally 
acclaimed Japanese architect Sou 
Fujimoto and his whimsical 

“Architecture is Everywhere” 
series featuring small-scale human 
figures next to ordinary, everyday 
objects, the contest challenges par-
ticipants to create their own 
Fujimoto-esque, miniature models 
using everyday items and figurines. 
Fujimoto himself will judge the 
winning entries. The first place 
winner’s photograph turned into a 
short animated video.  

“‘Architecture is Everywhere’ 
means that you can imagine archi-
tectural spaces everywhere when 
you put the people inside or outside 
using unexpected daily stuff,” 
Fujimoto said.  

“This contest epitomizes the 
Japanese philosophy of finding 
beauty in ordinary objects and 
being mindful of our surroundings 
as we go about our daily lives,” 
Japan House Los Angeles President 
Yuko Kaifu added. 

For information, visit japan-
housela.com/events/tiny-architect-
contest. 
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The Music Center to showcase Ballet Hispánico 
The Music Center is partnering 

with Ballet Hispánico to premiere a 
special presentation during Latinx 
Heritage Month on the Music 
Center Offstage, the organization’s 
digital platform that offers newly 
curated programming, including 
the commission and presentation of 
original artwork. The premiere will 
take pace on Monday, Oct. 12, at 
7:30 p.m.   

As part of “Glorya Kaufman 
Presents Dance at the Music 
Center,” the Music Center’s 
“Inside Look: Ballet Hispánico at 
50” will feature performance 
excerpts from the company's reper-
tory, including “Línea Recta” and 
“Tiburones” by Annabelle Lopez 
Ochoa, “Con Brazos Abiertos” by 
Michelle Manzanales and “Club 
Havana” by Pedro Ruiz. 
Highlighting dance engagement 
and commentary with company 
members, this interactive explo-
ration will provide viewers insight 
into the connections, choreography 
and history of Latin American 
dance, music and culture with a 
bonus merengue dance lesson for 
viewers. 

In collaboration with the 
Company’s first digital foray for its 
Performances for Young People 
program, the Music Center’s 
“Inside Look: Ballet Hispánico at 
50” will also offer a unique learn-

ing opportunity for younger audi-
ences. Visitors to the Music 
Center’s Offstage will find an 
accompanying curriculum guide 
available for download.  

Additionally, middle and high 
school students from school dis-
tricts across L.A. County can tune 
in the following day during class 
time as part of the Music Center’s 
education programming to provide 
students with models of artistic 
excellence that inspire them to 
engage with dance and movement, 
diverse perspectives and the cre-
ative process. 

The Music Center’s “Inside 
Look: Ballet Hispánico at 50” is 
programmed by TMC Arts, the 

Music Center’s programming arm, 
for its dedicated series of online 
dance programs. “Inside Look” 
presentations give dance lovers the 
opportunity to enjoy and engage 
with significant works from some 
of the world’s most prestigious bal-
let and contemporary dance artists.  

From its grassroots origins as a 
dance school and community-
based performing arts troupe, 
Ballet Hispánico has grown into a 
world-class institution. Based in 
New York City, the company is cel-
ebrating its 50th anniversary of 
exploring Latinx cultures through 
innovative dance.   

For information, visit ballethis-
panico.org amd musiccenter.org.
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Ballet Hispánico performs “Tiburones.” 

Museums focus on elections 
As the 2020 elections approach, 

museums across Southern 
California are offering meaning-
ful ways to engage in the electoral 
process. By presenting online his-
torical and contemporary exhibi-
tions, holding timely conversa-
tions about the ballot proposi-
tions, voter suppression and other 
relevant topics, and serving as 
polling places, local museums are 
underscoring how culture and art 
intersect with civic life.  

“Museums and cultural institu-
tions offer a place for people to 
gather, learn and share ideas, and 
while we aren’t able to convene 
during this time, SoCal Museums 
believes a vital exchange is still 
possible during the election sea-
son,” SoCal Museums President 
Lucy Spriggs said. 

Participating museums include 
the Los Angeles County Museum 
of Art, Armory Center for the 
Arts, the Getty Museum, 
Grammy Museum, Hammer 
Museum, Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Museum of 
Latin American Art, Natural 
History Museums of Los 
Angeles, Skirball Cultural Center 
and others.  

From Oct. 1 through Nov. 30, 
the Skirball presents “The 
Official Unofficial Voting 
Station: Voting for All Who 

Legally Can’t.” On Oct. 13, the 
Skirball and the League of 
Women Voters of Los Angeles 
co-present a nonpartisan 
overview of the most pressing 
state ballot measures. From Oct. 
24 through Election Day, the 
Skirball’s Ahmanson Hall will be 
a voting center. 

The Hammer Museum is also 
an official 11-day vote center for 
the upcoming presidential elec-
tion, Oct. 24 to Nov. 3. 
Additionally, the Hammer is cur-
rently in the middle of “California 
Ballot Measures 2020,” a pro-
gramming miniseries examining 
four critical measures that will be 
on the Nov. 3 California ballot: 
Propositions 15, 16, 17 and 25. 

On Oct. 14, LACMA presents 
“National Women’s Rights 
Convention: Reimagining 
Equality in the 21st Century."  

On Friday, Oct. 16, the Getty 
Museum presents “Shaping an 
Image: Political Women in 
History and Today.”  

The Grammy Museum is part-
nering with the Los Angeles 
Urban League on a series of digi-
tal initiatives centered on diversi-
ty in music, including ways in 
which artists and industry profes-
sionals are using their voices to 
enact social change. 

Visit socalmuseums.org. 

image courtesy of the Hammer Museum
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Enjoy drive-in movies at the 
American Legion’s Post 43 

The American Legion’s Post 43 
in Hollywood is opening a drive-
in cinema on its Highland Avenue 
property on Saturday, Oct. 3, and 
will be offering public screenings 
seven days a week as the 
COVID-19 pandemic continues. 
The drive-in will have a capacity 
of 30 vehicles.  

“There should always be a safe 
way for people to experience the 
joy of seeing a movie together in 
the place where movies are 
made,” said Taylor Umphenour, 
chief projectionist for the Post 43. 
“We are doing everything we can 
to help keep the flame of cinema 
aglow.” 

The drive-in theater will fea-
ture DCI-compliant, 4K digital 
projection and advanced stereo 
FM sound transmission. The 38-
foot, custom-built screen system 
is mounted to a rigid truss frame 
on a ballasted scaffold system, 
providing an ultra-stable image. 
Cars will be arranged in an 
amphitheater-like setting with a 
view of the Hollywood Hills. 

The Post’s indoor cinema was 
remodeled in 2018 with 35mm 
and 70mm film projection. Plans 
are in place to add 35mm projec-
tion to the new drive-in cinema. 
Film lovers who care about film 
preservation and exhibition on 
celluloid film are encouraged to 
donate to the newly established 
Legion Theater Film Fund, which 
will finance the installation of the 
drive-in’s film system.  

“We feel it is our responsibility 
as keepers of that flame to pre-
serve film exhibition for the pub-
lic,” said theater director Bill 
Steele. “The studios have been 
very supportive of this effort as 
well.” 

Programming will kick off 
with “E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial” 
on Oct. 3, “The Muppet Movie” 
on Oct. 4, “Jaws” on Oct. 5, 

“Ferris Bueller’s Day Off” on 
Oct. 6, “Jurassic Park” on Oct. 7, 
“Saving Private Ryan on Oct. 8, 
“Raiders of the Lost Ark” on Oct. 
9 and “Chinatown” on Oct. 13. A 
diverse and eclectic range of 
films will be shown through 
November.  

Reserved tickets, starting at 
$65 per car, can be purchased by 
visiting hollywoodlegionthe-
ater.com. Popcorn, soda and a 
selection of candy is included for 
each guest. Customized conces-
sion packages are also available 
for private events. 

The American Legion’s Post 43 
is a historic private clubhouse for 
local veterans. Earlier this year 
when the pandemic forced the 
closure of the post’s theater, orga-
nizers proposed moving theater 
operations outdoors and was sup-
ported by the club’s leadership, 
who saw an opportunity to serve 
the greater film community of Los 
Angeles. The post has been devel-
oping the drive-in since April, 
working closely with city officials 
to ensure the safety of guests.  

“I’m extraordinarily proud of 
our theater team here at Post 43 
who led the charge on this from 
start to finish,” said Post 43 com-
mander Jennifer Campbell. “We 
are very fortunate to be in a place 
where we can internally develop 
these kinds of ideas and execute 
them quickly. In doing so, not 
only are we bringing joy to the 
greater Hollywood community 
we serve, we are allowing the vet-
eran members of Post 43 the 
camaraderie of a shared experi-
ence all while creating new jobs 
in the theatrical exhibition sector, 
which as we all know has been 
very hard hit by the pandemic.”  

American Legion Post 43 is 
located at 2035 N. Highland Ave. 
For information, visit holly-
woodlegiontheater.com. 

photo by Edwin Folven 

Post 43 has been formulating plans for a drive-in theater since April.

Beverly Hills Chamber names Golden Palm winners 
The Beverly Hills Chamber of 

Commerce has announced this 
year’s Best of Beverly Hills Golden 
Palm Awards honorees, which will 
be celebrated during the Beverly 
Hills Back to Business Fall Virtual 
Collaborative on Oct. 21. 

Each year, the chamber acknowl-
edges the business community and 
honors exceptional businesses and 
individuals.  The Fred Hayman 
Visionary Award will be presented 
to John Bendheim. His contribu-
tions financially and in advisory 
positions have been instrumental in 
leading the community forward for 
many years. Bendheim’s passion 
for the Beverly Hills Community, 
both residential and business, was 
evident in his ownership of the 
Beverly Hills Courier. Bendheim 
has been an active and engaged 
member of the Beverly Hills 
Chamber of Commerce Board of 
Directors for many years, and has 
served as past chairman of the 
board. 

Above & Beyond Awards will be 
presented to Cedars-Sinai Health 
System and Meraki Fitness. 
Cedars-Sinai Health System has 
been an important contributor in the 

Beverly Hills and greater Los 
Angeles communities, especially 
during the pandemic. Its staff has 
participated and supported the 
Beverly Hills Chamber of 
Commerce for years. Deborah 
Kallick, Cedars-Sinai vice presi-
dent of government and industry 
relations, serves on the Beverly 
Hills Chamber of Commerce Board 
of Directors. Cedars-Sinai also 
sponsors the Chamber’s Health and 
Wellness committee. 

Meraki Fitness owner Anna 
Stavaridis pivoted at the beginning 
of the pandemic by converting her 
classes to an online format and wel-
coming existing and new members. 
Stavaridis also began streaming 
Instagram live videos three days a 
week, showcasing different types of 
influential people in the communi-
ty. She connected small businesses 
and their owners with a larger audi-
ence and started a weekly newslet-
ter and free senior fitness classes. 
She serves as an ambassador for the 
Beverly Hills Chamber of 
Commerce, chair of the chamber’s 
Young Professionals Network 
Committee, and is a member of the 
Chamber Health and Wellness 

Committee and Beverly Hills 
Kindness Task Force. 

The Innovation Award honorees 
are Spago Beverly Hills and 
UMBERTO. When in-house dining 
reopened in June but quickly 
changed again to only outdoor din-
ing, Spago Beverly Hills had 
already arranged to be one of the 
first dining establishments to utilize 
Open BH. It applied for a dining 
permit and liquor license. 
Additionally, Spago Beverly Hills 
has followed strict health and safety 
protocols for staff and guests 
including safe distancing, mask ear-
ing and sanitizing. Representatives 
of Spago Beverly Hills serve on the 
business recovery task force. 

UMBERTO Beverly Hills, a 
12,000 square foot salon, has trans-
formed its parking lot into a luxury 
outdoor salon. As business and 
property owners, the salon believed 
it was important to contribute to the 
effort to bring people back to the 
city. 

For information and to register 
for the Beverly Hills Back to 
Business Fall Virtual Collaborative, 
visit members.beverlyhillscham-
ber.com. 

SkyPilot Theatre Company seeks 
submissions for virtual series 

For SkyPilot Theatre Company’s 
upcoming December 2020 series, 
the company is seeking short one-
act play submissions, on any topic, 
which the company’s members will 
perform at home on a digital Zoom 
platform. SkyPilot is a nonprofit 
theater ensemble that produces 
provocative, compelling and chal-
lenging new works for Los Angeles 
theater audiences.   

The company will continue its 
virtual reading series spotlighting 
playwrights of color in honor of the 
Black Lives Matter movement. 
SkyPilot has received acclaim for 
its previous one-act festivals and its 
newest virtual reading series.  

The company’s live 2018 One-

Act Theatre Festival focused on 
three themes, #MeToo, Black Lives 
Matter and March for Our Lives 
(preventing gun violence). From 
festival submissions, the company 
created the virtual Black Lives 
Matter reading series, “BLM 
Volume 2,” featuring impactful sto-
ries and celebrating actors and 
directors of color this past August. 

For the upcoming “BLM Volume 
3” series, the company is looking 
for short one-act plays written by 
Black/mixed-ethnicity playwrights 
that are appropriate for a virtual 
reading on the Zoom conference 
platform. The submission deadline 
is Nov. 1. For information, visit 
skypilottheatre.com.  

Reservations for NHM’s Spider Pavilion open Oct. 5
The Natural History Museum of 

Los Angeles County will open the 
seasonal Spider Pavilion to the pub-
lic for limited days and hours from 
Oct. 24 through Nov. 29, with pre-
views for members and community 
partners beginning Oct. 22.  

The Spider Pavilion features sev-
eral hundred orbweaver spiders in 
an outdoor enclosure filled with 
plants, natural light and spacious 
pathways that allow visitors to safe-
ly connect with nature in the heart 
of L.A. The outdoor museum expe-
rience gives visitors the opportunity 
to walk among spiders and their 
amazing webs, observe enclosed 
habitats that are home to tarantulas, 
wolf spiders and jumping spiders, 
and talk to educators about the dif-
ferent species, their urban environ-
ment and the natural pest control 

that spiders provide. 
NHMLAC has implemented 

COVID-related health and safety 
protocols in accordance with L.A. 

County Public Health Department, 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and California state 
guidelines to protect visitors, staff 
and the community. Measures 
include limiting the number of peo-
ple inside the pavilion, requiring 
advance timed-ticket reservations 
for the pavilion and parking, 
mandatory face coverings for staff 
and visitors of 2 years and older, 
signage to enforce physical distanc-
ing and a one-way path through the 
Nature Gardens to the Pavilion. 

Spider Pavilion tickets are $6 and 
include Nature Garden access 
before timed entry to the Pavilion. 
Tickets will be available starting on 
Monday, Oct. 5, with more tickets 
released on Nov. 2 for the following 
three weeks.  

For information, visit nhm.org.

image courtesy of NHMLAC 
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their stay just a day or two before 
arrival.  

For the La Peer Hotel, General 
Manager Nick Remedio said he 
chose to remain open because he 
believed that hotels that didn’t close 
would have the best chance of 
recovering faster. In addition, he 
said he felt a “primary responsibili-
ty” to the employees who had been 
temporarily laid off and wanted to 
bring them back as quickly as pos-
sible. 

“We still have a long way to go in 
terms of recovery,” he said, noting 
that most of their guests now come 
from Southern California.  

“It’s definitely a drive market that 
we’re seeing as people are wanting 
to get out of the house, out of their 
towns, and coming to a hotel to 
escape for a long weekend or for 
four or five days,” he said.  

In addition to safety measures, 
which include leaving rooms vacant 
for at least 24 hours and using an 
electrostatic sprayer to sanitize all 
guest rooms and public areas, 
Remedio said the keys for success 
during this time include having the 
ability to be flexible in adapting 
operations as well as being compas-
sionate with both staff and guests. 

“I think it’s important to keep in 
mind compassion and understand-
ing,” Remedio said. “With so many 
people who are impacted, whether 
it’s families who have lost loved 
ones or people whose families have 
been significantly impacted due to 
unemployment, this continues to be 
a truly tense time and being under-
standing and compassionate … I 
think, goes a long way. It’s easy to 
be frustrated or lose patience 
because it’s been over six months 
that we’ve been living in this envi-
ronment. But the light really isn’t at 
the end of the tunnel and the only 
way that we’re going to continue to 
get through it is moving forward 
together.” 

In Beverly Hills, which has the 
largest concentration of five-star 
hotels in the region, the Oct. 1 
reopening of the Beverly Wilshire 
will mark the city’s final hotel to 
return to market. Of the city’s 17 
hotels, just one did not survive. Last 
week, the Luxe Rodeo Drive 
announced that it would never 
reopen.  

Beverly Hills Conference and 
Visitors Bureau CEO Julie Wagner 
said that the market continues to 
slowly rebound from the single-
digit occupancy levels of when the 
pandemic hit. She said that hotels 
are now clocking occupancy levels 
close to 40% on the weekends and 
around 30% during the week. 

“It’s been growing slowly, but I 
think a big part is just people are 
scared to travel right now,” she said. 
“It’s just a question of people get-
ting their confidence back. It’s just 
going to take time and patience. 
People need to feel safe. The ray of 
sunshine is that Beverly Hills has 
been doing everything with a metic-
ulous attention to detail for over 
100 years, and that continues to be 
the case now.” 

When the Beverly Wilshire 
reopens, it will feature Four 
Seasons’ new Lead With Care pro-
gram. Done in consultation with 
Johns Hopkins Medicine 
International, the program focuses 
on safe care and service, in addition 
to enhancing procedures to protect 
guests while also ensuring they feel 
safe and reassured. 

“Four Seasons’ singular goal is to 
provide guests and employees with 
the confidence and assurance that 

Hotels reopening in WeHo, Beverly Hills   
From page 1

hotels in the city, just five stayed 
open the entire time amidst the pan-
demic, running in the low-single-
digit occupancy. Come Nov. 1, 
when the Standard reopens on 
Sunset Boulevard, a month after the 
West Hollywood Edition a mile 
west on Sunset Boulevard reopens 
on Oct. 1, all of the city’s hotels will 
once again be open.  

“We, like almost every other des-
tination in the U.S., are really 
attracting local and regional visitors 

because people feel safe getting in 
their car and driving to a hotel 
where they’ve got some space and 
some security and privacy and can 
get away from home and have a 
relaxing vacation,” he said, noting 
that the “vast majority” of visitors 
are coming from Southern 
California. “It’s really about, you 
just need a change of scenery.” 

Kiely said that most visitors are 
booking hotels within one week of 
arrival, with about half booking 

that it creates an undesirable liv-
ing environment in the long-
term,” Heilman said. 

Staff will return to the council 
within six months with the results 
of their study. 

As part of its consent calendar, 
the council also began the 
process of developing an ordi-
nance to allow cooling units –
 either permanent or portable air 
conditioners –  to be installed in 
both new and existing housing.  

“As a person who lives in a 
rent-controlled unit that does not 
have air conditioning, I personal-
ly experienced the impacts of 
what that looks like, and I’ve 
been there, where you ask if you 
can install one on your own, and 
I was shot down … I think this is 

consistent with past policy to 
make sure that renters are pro-
tected while they’re just trying to 
have a quality of life in their 
apartments,” Horvath said.  

City staff will look into grants 
or rebates that may be available to 
help tenants purchase air condi-
tioners, though the council mem-
bers were clear that the units 
should align with the city’s overall 
goals regarding energy efficiency 
and climate change mitigation.  

“As we look at this, we also 
need to be mindful that air condi-
tioning sometimes contributes to 
climate change, and we don’t 
want to do anything that’s actual-
ly contributing to the problem 
that we’re trying to address,” 
Heilman said.

Housing task force to 
be created in WeHo  
From page 1
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The Beverly Wilshire reopens on Oct. 1. 

step at a time, we can bring back 
arena sports and all types of gath-
erings. It’s a process, but it can be 
done and done successfully.” 

QuestCap is also launching its 
testing services across the coun-
try using hundreds of 10-foot by 
10-foot cubes, which can be 
installed at gas stations, grocery 
stores and malls, allowing people 
to quickly know their COVID-19 
status and, in the end, helping 
Americans get better control of 
the virus. 

“While you’re pumping gas 
you can do … a test and receive 
your results the same day … 
People are trying to be responsi-
ble, but unless you’re a major cor-
poration or a sports team, you just 

don’t know where to test or you’re 
waiting in line for hours and hours 
… We saw there was a big prob-
lem there and we’re trying to find 
a way to solve it,” he said.  

On a personal level, Young 
said his show allowed him to 
peek into how in-person events 
will have to be held, at least for 
the coming months and years.  

“Whenever we get back to nor-
mal, it’s obviously going to be 
phased. It sort of gave me a little 
glimpse into the future on how 
the world starts to roll out again, 
because everybody’s not going to 
get a vaccine for it on day one, 
nor will everyone want to do that. 
It’s quite strange days to live in,” 
Young said. 

Art show safely attracts 
a crowd of collectors  
From page 3
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Russell Young’s art involves decorating pictures of celebrities with 
paint and diamond dust.  

their health and safety is our first 
priority. This program has done just 
that,” General Manager Peter 
Humig said. “We’ve been preparing 
for this day for more than six 
months.” 

Just east, at the Four Seasons Los 
Angeles at Beverly Hills, which has 
remained open throughout the pan-
demic, Director of Marketing Ana 
Cruz said the Lead With Care pro-
gram has been a true boon for the 
hotel. 

“By remaining open, we’ve been 
able to be one of the first properties 
to implement the new Lead With 
Care protocols at the hotel,” she 
said. “From a temperature check … 
to social distancing … to the protec-
tive equipment our staff in the back 
uses … to even our cooks inside the 
kitchen being socially distanced 
with all the proper PPE,” the hotel 
continues to take proactive mea-
sures, including offering curbside 
check-in.  

Other measures include leaving 
rooms vacant for at least 24 hours, 
hiring a hygiene officer to ensure 
proper sanitization and various 
safety protocols, and offering 
guests the option of booking a pri-
vate workout room. Recently, the 
hotel began offering massages in a 
“spa garden” during the weekend – 
a first step in once again offering 
more wellness options. 

At the Peninsula Beverly Hills, 
which has remained open through-
out the pandemic, modified ser-
vices and luxury amenities include 
a revamped food and beverage pro-
gram which has ignited significant 
demand, according to Managing 
Director Offer Nissenbaum. The 
award-winning Belvedere restau-
rant has been revamped as the Le 
Petit Belvedere, a California-style 
brasserie in the outdoor dining patio 
that is nearly always filled with 
reservations. 

“The key in my opinion is to be 
safe and hygienic, but at the same 
time you have to create a good 
experience for the guest,” he said. 

In addition to hiring a director of 
sanitation, hygiene and safety, staff 
use a NanoSeptic surface spray to 
ensure cleanliness, and there are 
distance dividers now at the front 
desk. Rooms are also kept vacant 

for at least 24 hours. 
Like all hotels, the bulk of guests 

at the Peninsula are from the local 
area. 

“It’s shifted to the drive market 
and staycations,” Nissenbaum said. 
“The majority of our business peo-
ple that are within driving distance, 
even locally here in L.A., they just 
want to get away. Our pool is open. 
Our cabanas are open. Our restau-
rants are open. Room service is 
open. So you can actually have an 
experience in the hotel.” 

According to Bahar Schmidt, a 
travel advisor for the past 25 years 
who recently launched Eluxit, a 
travel agency and resale platform 
for non-refundable travel experi-
ences, travel has “literally just 
picked up.” 

“Definitely, everything had to be 
within driving distance this past 
summer,” she said. “For the most 
part, I’d say it’s still private homes 
and rentals.” 

As consumers continue to grow 
more comfortable and travel restric-
tions begin to lift, hotel occupancy 
is expected to continue to increase. 
Both the state and county have a 
bevy of guidance and protocols for 
hotels to safely operate. While 
there’s no mandate at the county 
level as far as leaving rooms vacant, 
“they do have to take extra precau-
tions and focus on cleanliness,” 
according to Laura Biery, market-
ing and economic sustainability 
manager for the city of Beverly 
Hills. 

“Many of our hotels have gone 
above and beyond in terms of the 
cleaning protocols,” she said. 
“Beverly Hills was already a clean 
place to visit … but they’ve really 
taken it to the next level.” 

To ensure cleanliness at both the 
Beverly Hilton and the Waldorf 
Astoria Beverly Hills, parent com-
pany Oasis West Realty LLC con-
tracted with International 
SOS/Corporate Medical Advisors 
to develop a bespoke safety plan 
that included hospital-grade clean-
ing measures. Of particular note is 
the Xenex LightStrike robot, now 
active at both hotels. The germ-zap-
ping UV robots run for eight to 10 
minutes in each guest room after 
housekeeping has completed the 
cleaning, in addition to being used 
in public restrooms, elevators, 
kitchens and meeting rooms. 

“The health and safety of our 
guests and dedicated team members 
has always been, and will always 
be, our No. 1 priority,” Oasis West 
Realty CEO Beny Alagem said. 

Beverly Hills Chamber of 
Commerce CEO Todd Johnson 
emphasized how important such 
measures are in helping people feel 
safe, calling the robot “uber high 
end.”  

“Most of the businesses are going 
above and beyond,” he said. “I 
think people are going to have to 
continue to wear masks and wash 
their hands. And it’s as simple as 
that.”  

“Our pool is open. 
Our cabanas are 

open. Our  
restaurants are open. 

Room service is 
open. So you can 
actually have an 
experience in the 

hotel.” 
 

-Offer Nissenbaum,  
managing director of  

the Peninsula Beverly Hills
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Council. During his tenure, he has 
created policies to improve quality 
of life for vulnerable groups includ-
ing renters, seniors, immigrants and 
the homeless population. Ryu has 
worked to reduce the influence of 
developers on City Hall and has 
vowed to fight corruption. The 
councilman has also played a key 
role in the city’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, initiating 
policies to ensure renters do not 
lose their homes, members of vul-
nerable populations have food and 
struggling workers have enough 
money to pay their bills.  

Raman, a former Silver Lake 
Neighborhood Council member 
and co-founder of the SELAH 
Neighborhood Homeless Coalition, 
is leading a grassroots campaign 
focused on getting community 
members involved. She cites home-
lessness and a lack of affordable 
housing as two of the most pressing 
problems facing the city of Los 
Angeles. Raman is also an advocate 
for women’s rights, having served 
as the first executive director of 
Time’s Up Entertainment, an orga-
nization stemming from #MeToo 
activism that is focused on equity 
and safety for women in the enter-
tainment industry. She called for a 
stronger, community-based 
approach to solving problems and 
addressing issues in a more holistic 
manner. 

“This is an incredibly big district, 
and we’ve had a series of neighbor-
hoods across the city that have been 
governed in ways that I think have 
sometimes ignored some of the big-
ger urban issues and challenges that 
are facing the city as a whole,” 
Raman said. “And now, we are at a 
moment in Los Angeles where 
those big challenges – our terrible 
air, climate change, our rising hous-
ing and homelessness crisis – are 
now becoming ones that affect 
every neighborhood in L.A. and 
have to be addressed at the citywide 
level. [They] have to be addressed 
in ways that meet the scale of those 
crises, while we still pay attention 
to all of the unique problems that 
face individual neighborhoods in 
Los Angeles. I think that’s a real 
challenge for governance going for-
ward, and that’s a challenge I’m 
very excited to meet.” 

Ryu, who emigrated to Los 
Angeles from South Korea with his 
parents when he was 6 years old, 
cited his family’s struggles to 
achieve the American dream. He 
said growing up in the city and 
more than a decade of experience 
working in the nonprofit sector and 
for Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Yvonne Brathwaite Burke, as well 
as the past five years in public 
office, make him the best choice for 
continued success in the 4th District 

“These lived experiences are 
why I fight for systemic change 
every day. In the five years that I 
have been your council member, 
we have made real progress for our 

city. My anti-corruption bills are 
now law. We have expanded care 
for our city’s trees. We have created 
hundreds of units of homeless hous-
ing for District 4,” Ryu said. “And, 
there are many important issues … 
but the top three right now are your 
safety during COVID-19, real solu-
tions for homelessness and an eco-
nomic recovery that starts in our 
neighborhoods. Since the pandemic 
began, I have been working 24/7 to 
secure test kits for free testing, to 
seek real rent and mortgage relief 
and to establish interest-free loans 
for small businesses and local busi-
nesses. But I am not done. In my 
next term, I will continue to build a 
recovery that works to make us not 
just return to normal, but return bet-
ter.” 

Ryu added that he believes the 
homelessness crisis requires a 
holistic response involving safe 
parking locations for people staying 
in vehicles, more mental health 
treatment and additional supportive 
housing. The incumbent said it is 
equally important to create more 
affordable housing for low- and 
moderate-income individuals to 
prevent people from becoming 
homeless. 

Raman said her experience on the 
Silver Lake Neighborhood 
Council’s Homelessness 
Committee and her work with 
SELAH, a group addressing home-
lessness in the Atwater Village, Los 
Feliz, Echo Park and Silver Lake 
communities, has given her a broad 
perspective on the best ways to 
address homelessness. She said a 
grassroots effort involving people 
from the neighborhood-level 
upward can make a significant 
impact.  

“Homelessness isn’t something 
that knows neighborhood council 
boundaries. It’s a regional issue,” 
Raman said. “We were able to use 
neighborhood council funds [and] 
direct those funds specifically to 
resources for those experiencing 
homelessness. We had hygiene kit 
drives, we had volunteer days. I 
also used that position to educate 
people about homelessness.” 

Ryu said he agrees the neighbor-
hood councils are an important liai-
son between communities and city 
government, and they are even 
more effective when they work 
closely with council representa-
tives. He vowed to continue his 
work with neighborhood councils 
and to consider their input when 
making decisions. 

“It’s about how do we improve 
the process for more participation, 
more engagement in the communi-
ty, so that all stakeholders can be 
heard,” Ryu said. “Neighborhood 
councils are a wealth for the council 
members to get things done for the 
community.” 

Ryu also addressed social justice, 
racial equality and public safety. He 
said it is important to examine ways 
to prevent people from becoming 
involved in the criminal justice sys-
tem and better educate them to 
address problems with inequity that 
currently exist.  

“We need to strive for a society 
that is more equal and more equity-
driven,” Ryu said. “It’s cheaper to 
send somebody to college than to 
jail, but our country builds more 
jails. That is a problem and that is 
why as a council member, I was one 
of the first to step up in the light of 
the racial injustice that’s going on 
and the death of George Floyd to 
say  we must transform how the 
police department works and trans-

that truly reflects the needs of every 
single one of its residents, from 
homeowners to people who are 
most vulnerable.” 

Ryu added that there is much 
more work to do and his job is far 
from over. 

“Five years ago, I ran on a simple 
promise, to restore trust in govern-
ment, to listen to neighborhood 
voices and to invest in the commu-
nities that have been ignored for far 
too long. I challenged the way that 
business was done in City Hall, I 
won’t stop now,” Ryu said. “I am 
leading the charge against corrup-
tion with the Office of Inspector 
General, reforms to the planning 
process and my tried-and-true prac-
tices for transparency. It’s been a 
long five years, and I am so grateful 

to have worked together with you. 
There have been some real tough 
fights – homelessness, infrastruc-
ture, restoring city services – and I 
am proud to have stood with you on 
all of these fights because that is the 
work of government and that is the 
work of your elected official. This 
job is not a grab for attention or a 
stepping stone for me. It is a privi-
lege.” 

Members of the public wishing to 
hear more from the candidates can 
view the Sherman Oaks 
Neighborhood Council forum by 
visiting shermanoaksnc.org, or can 
register for the upcoming 
Hollywood Hills West 
Neighborhood Council forum on 
Oct. 2 by visiting hhwnc.org/cd4-
virtual-candidate-forum.
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form how public safety looks in the 
21st century. We can take the jobs 
that armed police officers don’t 
need to do and [put them] in the 
hands of social-welfare workers, 
mental-health clinicians and civil-
ian employees who can better 
respond to these calls, while at the 
same time freeing up police officers 
to respond to violent crimes.” 

Raman also said it is important to 
consider the nature of the work 
police officers are doing in Los 
Angeles and seek ways to address 
nonviolent crime with alternatives 
to law enforcement. She said it will 
be critical to ensure any such pro-
grams are adequately funded. 

“I think this has been a really 
tough moment in America. One of 
the things I have found frustrating 
as a resident of Los Angeles is how 
often people are killed by law 
enforcement without much of a 
comment from our local officials,” 
Raman said. “These are issues that 
don’t just happen in Minneapolis, 
they happen here as well, and I 
think we need to be proactively 
thinking about it. We should have 
been thinking about this a long time 
ago.” 

The candidates also addressed 
rent control and housing, with both 
stating more needs to be done to 
ensure people earn fair wages so 
they can afford to live in the city. 
Raman advocated for strengthening 
rent-stabilization ordinances, while 
Ryu said he would like to create 
equity housing zones where afford-
able housing is protected. 

In terms of housing for homeless 
individuals, Ryu touted temporary 
transitional shelters and emergency 
homeless housing that has been 
created throughout the 4th District, 
including in Los Feliz and 
Hollywood. He said he will contin-
ue to look for unused and under-
utilized city properties that can 
serve as shelters and supportive 
housing. 

Raman said she is disappointed 
by the local government’s response 
to building homeless housing and 
added that there needs to be more 
types of housing considered to 
lower costs. She agreed that city-
owned properties are a good place 
to build homeless housing and 
would like the city to work more 
closely with private and nonprofit 
entities to reduce difficulties in find-
ing funding and eliminate bureau-
cratic red tape. 

The candidates also addressed 
neighborhood issues affecting the 
communities served by the 
Sherman Oaks Neighborhood 
Council, as well as traffic and trans-
portation issues. Both said they plan 
to continue vigorous campaigns and 
encouraged people to vote. 

“For me, a city that works well is 
a city that brings people into it and 
makes it possible for every resident 
to really thrive. And the work I want 
to do on the council and the work I 
have been doing in my neighbor-
hood is really to make sure our city 
is working better for so many peo-
ple,” Raman said. “Here in Los 
Angeles, we’ve had for many, many 
years, low engagement in city races. 
Not because residents haven’t been 
engaged, but because city officials 
haven’t gone out and gotten people 
engaged, gotten a wider range of 
people engaged in local issues. And 
I think that is a detriment to the city. 
One of the things I am excited about 
doing is to make sure we are contin-
uing to engage a wide group of peo-
ple [and] that we are continuing to 
make sure we are building a city 

Forum to be held virtually tomorrow   
From page 1

since 2015 to make this project 
happen, and the goal for the last 
five years is to get Metro into an 
EIR. An EIR is the last step 
before a shovel-ready project 
that’s eligible for state and feder-
al funds.” 

West Hollywood Mayor 
Lindsey Horvath also lauded the 
approved budget and thanked 
West Hollywood city staff, the 
Metro board and Metro CEO 
Phillip Washington. 

“It is a dream come true for our 
community,” she said. “We’ve 
been working on this for many 
years, and it’s been a team effort, 
but we are finally underway with 
an EIR that is funded to deter-
mine which rail line to come to 
West Hollywood and connect us 
with the region.” 

Horvath added that “there’s 
much more work to be done,” but 
“we know now is that this project 
is real,” and continuing to engage 
the public will be key to the pro-
ject’s continued success. 

The EIR process –  which is 
conducted by Metro –  involves 
community outreach, Fenn said, 
but the city of West Hollywood 
will also be reaching out to the 
public and surveying its residents 
on its own. Fenn said the City 
Council will consider funding a 
study on Oct. 5 that examines 
first-mile, last-mile options, 
where station entrances should 
be located, connections to buses 
and “all sorts of things.” 

The EIR will also help deter-
mine which of the three routes 
the Crenshaw Northern 
Extension will take. The western-

most route, which begins where 
the Crenshaw/LAX line current-
ly ends at Crenshaw and 
Exposition boulevards and trav-
els up Fairfax Avenue, San 
Vicente Boulevard and Santa 
Monica Boulevard, has proven to 
be popular with many in West 
Hollywood. Other routes include 
a straight shot up Fairfax to Santa 
Monica Boulevard, as well as 
traveling up La Brea Avenue. All 
three routes connect with the 
Hollywood/Highland Red Line 
station, and they potentially 
could travel beyond Hollywood 
and Highland to reach the 
Hollywood Bowl. 

“EIRs look at all sorts of 
impacts, sound impacts, view 
impacts, traffic impacts, impacts 
to historic structures, impacts to 
sensitive communities,” Fenn 
said. “There’s a whole laundry 
list of things they have to look at. 
Before they look at what the final 
specific route is, they have to do 
some preliminary engineering 
that allows them to do that analy-
sis.” 

In a statement, Metro 
spokesman Jose Ubaldo said 
Metro is excited to be working 
with West Hollywood and the 
other communities that will be 
served by the Crenshaw Northern 
Extension.  

“We are looking forward to 
working with the communities 
along the route to better define 
the project route and station loca-
tions. Metro Board approval of 
the FY21 budget makes it possi-
ble for this work to get under-
way,” Ubaldo said. 

Metro acceleration remains 
possible for WeHo  
From page 1

map courtesy of the city of West Hollywood/illustration by Karen Villalpando 

The three possible routes for the Crenshaw Northern Extension all 
service West Hollywood.



Across 
1. Pro’s antithesis 
5. Ginger ___ 
9. 7:4, for example 
14. Bookstore sect. 
15. Daddy-o 
16. Élève's place 
17. Words of accusation 
18. “Combat’painter, William 
19. Office appliance 
20. Protective charm for some Native 
Americans 
23. Prefix with science 
24. “Horrors!” 
25. Classic sports cars 
28. “I cannot tell ___” 
31. Wool 
33. Harvest goddess 
36. Wearer of three stars: Abbr. 
39. Genesis twin 
40. Continually working for unrealistic 
goals 
44. Granada greeting 
45. Riyadh inhabitant 
46. Compass point 
47. Makes into law 
50. Light shades 
52. Scepter of authority 
53. Whip mark 
56. ___ Michel Jarre 
59. Biblical dream subject 
63. “The Wild Duck” playwright 
66. Qatar's capital 
67. “Thereabouts'” 

68. Wild Tibetan donkey 
69. Nibble away 
70. Eggs of a parasite 
71. Ethereal singer, and namesakes 
72. Lines of thought, for short? 
73. Recessed area 
 
Down 
1. Sickly 
2. Rocket fuel ingredient, for short 
3. Certain carving 
4. Large lizard 
5. Work detail 
6. “___ chance!” 
7. Is ___ (probably will) 
8. Soul is its original definition 
9. Fly-by-night? 
10. Rent-___ 
11. Crawler 
12. Project conclusion? 
13. Over, for Keats 
21. Pop music's ___ Vanilli 
22. Let me think about it..... 
25. Soups 
26. Nibbles 
27. Lush 
29. UK TV channel 
30. Caviar, essentially 
32. Yiddish mister 
33. Earthy pigment 
34. DJ's device 
35. Spaghetti or Greek 
37. Historic period 
38. Seagoing: Abbr. 

41. Pocket 
42. Rocky Mountain state: Abbr. 
43. Soldier of fortune 
48. Electric guitar noises 
49. Min.part 
51. Arizona tourist locale 
54. Hunting cabin 
55. New York strip alternative 
57. Leaking 
58. Birds’ homes 

59. German university city 
60. Hairstyle 
61. Community rules 
62. Ceremony on “The Bachelor” 
63. ____ Turner, singer 
64. Lidded container 
65. Verbalize 
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