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Police alarmed by rising
unemployment fraud

B Authorities see more identity theft in local area

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Police throughout the local area
are combatting a new crime trend

involving identity theft and
Employment Development
Department fraud.

The Beverly Hills Police

Department has arrested at least 44
individuals since Sept. 3 allegedly
responsible for EDD fraud and
identity theft. Officers have recov-
ered 129 fraudulent EDD credit
cards valued at over $2.5 million,
and more than $289,000 in cash
from the suspects. Seven handguns
were also confiscated from the sus-
pects or their vehicles.

“There are millions of tax dollars
being spent fraudulently as a result
of this trend,” BHPD interim Chief
Dominick Rivetti said. “The
Beverly Hills Police Department is
also working closely with our busi-
ness community to keep them well
informed of this trend in an effort to
mitigate these crimes within our
city.”

Investigators with the West

photo courtesy of BHPD
Nearly 130 fraudulent EDD credit
cards have been recovered,
according to the BHPD.

Hollywood Sheriff’s Station and
Los Angeles Police Department
have also reported an increase in
EDD fraud. In West Hollywood, a
suspect allegedly involved in a
shooting near Melrose Avenue and
Huntley Drive on Sept. 11 was
found to be in possession of evi-

See Fraud page 22

Mirabel faces Miracle Mile chamber

W Vocal support,
criticism for Wally
Marks’ project

BY CAMERON KISZLA

The Greater Miracle Mile
Chamber of Commerce hosted
developer Wally Marks for a vir-
tual lunch on Sept. 17, where
Marks presented his 42-story
Mirabel project, answered ques-
tions and faced criticism.

In his presentation, Marks
focused on the neighborhood
impact of the Mirabel, a mixed-
use building that will create up to
348 units, including 38 affordable
units, 29 of which will be for very
low-income households and nine
of which will be set aside for mod-
erate-income households. The
affordable units will have access
to the building’s luxury amenities,
such as a bowling alley and virtu-
al-reality room.

“They’re going to be beautiful
units that these families are going
to live in,” Marks said.

The approximately 477,000-
square-foot building at 5411
Wilshire Blvd. will also preserve
the Art Deco structure known as

rendering courtesy of Walter N. Marks Inc.

The 42-story Mirabel is expected to open in 2024, pending approval
by the Los Angeles Planning Commission.

the Sontag Building at the corner
of Wilshire Boulevard and
Cloverdale Avenue, and it will
include more than 39,000 square
feet of open space and nearly
15,000 square feet of commercial
space on the ground floor.

“We plan to have a coffeechouse

with outdoor seating, as well as
indoor seating, in a way to sort of
blend and not just make the lobby
a private space. The lobby
becomes a public space,” Marks
said.

See Mirabel page 21

North portal edges closer to reahty in BH

B Three potential sites
for second entrance to
Metro’s Rodeo Station

BY LAURA COLEMAN

The Beverly Hills City Council
moved closer to determining the
location of the second portal for the
Wilshire/Rodeo Metro Purple Line
station during a meeting on Sept.
16. The meeting addressed ques-
tions by residents and council mem-
bers about the 448-page north por-
tal draft Environmental Impact
Report. The public comment period
closes on Oct. 8.

In June, the council approved a
$950,000 agreement with consult-
ing firm AECOM to complete the
north portal EIR, which was made
available for public review on Aug.
21 on the project website (beverly-
hills.org/northportal) and delves
into three potential options.

“The main need of this is provid-
ing direct access to the north side of
Wilshire Boulevard,” AECOM
Program Manager David DeRosa
said. “Most of the impacts are less
than significant with mitigation.”

For all three potential portal loca-
tions — the west side of North
Beverly Drive, the West side of

image courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

The City Council will decide where to position the north portal from three

possible locations.

North Cafion Drive and the North
Canon Drive staging yard site —
there would be three levels — street,
landing and concourse. The street
level would include an
entrance/exit with two elevators,
one stairway and one “up” escala-
tor, in addition to a covered canopy
above the 12-foot-tall portal
enclosed by a translucent glass
exterior.

“We’re talking about a hole in the
ground with an escalator or two,”

Councilman Julian Gold said.

The City Council and Metro
reached an agreement in February
2019 to provide subway users direct
access to the Business Triangle on
the north side of Wilshire
Boulevard by creating a second
portal, with the expectation that
Metro would contribute 50% of the
total cost of designing and con-
structing the portal.

See Metro page 21

West Hollywood Council
moves on COVID rules

m City defers to state
eviction moratorium,
OUT Zones get
extended hours

BY CAMERON KISZLA

The West Hollywood City
Council took action on several
coronavirus-related items on
Sept. 23, affecting everything

from the city’s eviction moratori-
ums to grocery stores and local
businesses. The council’s votes
on COVID-19-related matters
were all unanimous, with most
coming as part of the consent cal-
endar and the grocery store item
considered by itself.

The council extended the city’s
moratorium on commercial evic-

See WeHo page 22

photo courtesy of the city of West Hollywood

West Hollywood’s OUT Zones may remain in place at least through

the end of 2021.
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West Hollywood honors RBG

Flags flew at half-staff at West Hollywood City Hall to honor U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who died on Sept. 18 at
the age of 87. Ginsburg, who served on the Supreme Court for 27 years,
was known for her work on behalf of women’s rights and gender equality.
President Donald Trump said that he will announce his nominee to
replace Ginsburg on the court on Saturday, Sept. 26. West Hollywood
City Hall is located at 8300 Santa Monica Blvd.

L.A. City Council members seek to
build Ruth Bader Ginsburg statue

Los Angeles City Council
President Nury Martinez, 6th
District; Councilman David Ryu,
4th District; and Councilwoman
Monica Rodriguez, 7th District,
introduced legislation on Sept. 22
to build a statue honoring U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, who died at 87 years old
on Sept. 18. The City Council also
adjourned the Sept. 22 council
meeting in memory of Ginsburg.

“Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg was a champion of
race and gender equality,” Martinez
said. “She was determined, fearless,
resilient and a fierce advocate for
women’s rights and civil rights. It’s
impossible to overstate the incredi-
ble impact she had on women
across the nation. A city of Los
Angeles statue honoring her would
be a lasting tribute to a woman
whose life-changing work will out-
live us all.”

“Justice Ginsburg was a trailblaz-
er whose life meant a fairer country
for us all. She was the heroine in
our nation's story, and we are forev-
er indebted for her example and ser-
vice,” Rodriguez said.

“Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the
daughter of immigrants and the first
in her family to go to college, is an
enduring symbol of triumph in the
face of injustice. She believed a
more equal world was possible, so
she made one,” Ryu said. “She is a
feminist and a civil rights icon, and
her legacy must live on. A statue to
the late justice would inspire future
generations of Angelenos to carry
the torch forward.”

Ginsburg successfully won
numerous gender-discrimination
cases before the Supreme Court as a
lawyer and led the Supreme Court’s
liberal justices on the court. After
graduating top of her class at
Columbia Law School in 1959 and
co-founding the Women’s Rights
Project at the American Civil
Liberties Union in 1972, she won
numerous landmark gender-dis-
crimination cases before the
Supreme Court. Her work changed
the legal landscape for women in
America and extended the protec-
tions of the Equal Protection Clause
of the 14th Amendment to women.

After serving on the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit for 23 years, she

became the second woman ever to
serve on the Supreme Court in
1993, where she worked for 27
years until her death. As a justice,
she helped secure nationwide mar-
riage equality, protect abortion
rights and strike down gender dis-
crimination in military institutions.
She was also known for her incisive
dissents, which inspired legislation
like the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act
of 2009 and earned her the moniker
of “Notorious RBG.”

The motion seeks funding and
location options for the proposed
statue from the city’s Department of
Cultural Affairs, and was seconded
by Councilmen Bob Blumenfield,
3rd District; Mike Bonin, 11th
District; Paul Koretz, 5th District;
and Marqueece Harris-Dawson, 8th
District.

CALENDAR

Holocaust
‘Survivor Talk’

Holocaust Museum Los Angeles is
holding an online “Survivor Talk” with
Joseph Alexander on Thursday, Sept.
24, at 11 am.

Alexander  was

born in 1922 in

Kowal, Poland. At

the beginning of

World War 11, his

family was sent to

the Warsaw Ghetto. : .
Alexander’s father

bribed guards to let Joseph and two of
his siblings escape back to Kowal. This
was the last time Alexander saw the rest
of his family. From Kowal, Joseph was
sent to different concentration camps
including Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Suggested donation is $10. RSVP by
visiting holocaustmuseumla.org.

Business Mixer

Business owners are invited to partici-
pate in the Jewish Free Loan
Association’s online professional
mixer and discussion titled “Facing
Change and Challenge: How to
Overcome Obstacles and Own Your
Outcomes” on Thursday, Sept. 24,
from noon to 1 p.m. Communication
expert, writer and presenter Lee
Broekman will
lead the presenta-
tion on perform-
ing under pres-
sure, leveraging
strengths to
increase pre-
paredness  and
focusing on ele-
vating performance by enhancing rela-
tionships. Admission is free.
eventbrite.com/e/facing-change-and-
challenge-how-to-overcome-obsta-
cles-own-your-outcomes-tickets-
117430456657.

Beverly Hills
Chamber

Join the Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce for “Managing Customer
Expectations During COVID-19,” a
virtual presentation on Thursday, Sept.
24, from 3 to 4 p.m., via Zoom.
Organized in partnership with the city

of Beverly Hills, the presentation will
offer tactics and techniques for man-
aging customer expectations and com-
munications during the pandemic. It
will be specifically geared toward
Beverly Hills restaurants, retailers and
office tenants. Speakers include Larry
Johnson, director of the Center for
Strategic Corporate Development at
El Camino College; Thomas
Blumenthal, president and CEO of
Gearys; and Peter Garland, owner of
Porta Via Restaurant. Admission is
free. RSVP by visiting members.bev-
erlyhillschamber.com.

‘Red Hen Press
Poetry Hour’

The Broad Stage and Los Angeles-
based publisher Red Hen Press contin-
ues season two of the “Red Hen Press
Poetry Hour” with an online episode
on Thursday, Sept. 24, at 6 p.m. Host
Sandra Tsing Loh will lead a program
with five unique artists discussing the
intersections between feminism, per-
formance, identity and poetry follow-
ing the #MeToo Movement. To view,
visit thebroadstage.org/athome and
facebook.com/thebroadstage.

Art of Aili Schmeltz

Edward Cella Art + Architecture pre-
sents “Survival Strategies,” a virtual
exhibit by Aili Schmeltz running from
Thursday, Sept. 24, through Sunday,
Nov. 22. While sheltering in place in
Joshua Tree, California, Schmeltz dis-
covered a deeper appreciation of the
rugged landscape, botanical wonders
and their cycles of life and survival.
Schmeltz created two new bodies of
work during the period. The exhibition
is presented in an online viewing room
with text, photography and explana-
tions that offer a context for the works’
development. To view, visit artsy.com
and edwardcella.com.

Open Fist
Theatre Company

Open Fist Theatre Company is cele-
brating its 30th anniversary with a
Virtual Gala and Auction on Saturday,
Sept. 26, from 7 to 8 p.m. Special
guests include Shoshana Bean, Jason

Paige and Ty Taylor. The gala and auc-
tion are free. openfist.org.

Institute of
Contemporary Art

Institute of Contemporary Art, Los

Angeles is holding
online  exhibits
titled “Stanya
Kahn: No Go
Backs” and

“Harold Mendez:
Let Us Gather in a
Flourishing Way”
running from
Saturday, Sept. 26, through Sunday,
Jan. 10, 2021. The exhibit by Los
Angeles-based interdisciplinary artist
Kahn includes three works produced
over the past 10 years, including her
latest film, “No Go Backs” (2020)
making its Los Angeles debut.
Mendez’s exhibit features a selection
of approximately 20 objects spanning
the past decade including newly pro-
duced work. The exhibition explores
Mendez’s interest in the role of cultur-
al memory and site in shaping con-
sciousness. To vies, visit theicala.org.

‘Inside the Box’

Geffen Playhouse’s world premiere of
“Inside the Box,” a live, virtual and
interactive theatrical experience writ-
ten and performed by puzzle master,
magician and New York Times cross-
word constructor David Kwong run-
ning from Tuesday, Sept. 29, through
Sunday, Nov. 8, via Zoom. “Inside the
Box” takes audiences into the world of
puzzles, as Kwong tells stories of the
world’s most extraordinary puzzle
makers throughout history. The inter-
active event also includes puzzle-solv-
ing, wordplay, multi-layered games
and surprises.
Previews begin
on Sept. 29; §
opening night is
on Oct. 8.
Showtimes are
6 p.m., Tuesday
and Thursday; 8
p .- m .
Wednesday and Friday; 3 and 8 p.m.,
Saturday; 2 and 7 p.m., Sunday.
Tickets start at $55. (310)208-2028,
geffenplayhouse.org.
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BH commission votes to help homeless

m City could provide up
to $50K for Safe
Parking LA

BY LAURA COLEMAN

In an effort to address local and
regional homelessness, the Beverly
Hills Human Relations
Commission unanimously voted to
move forward to have the city allo-
cate $50,000 for Safe Parking LA.
The nonprofit organization supports
people who are homeless and living
in their vehicles by providing them
with a safe place to park at night
and connecting them with support-
ive services and community pro-
grams.

According to SPLA, over 25% of
the county’s homeless population
of more than 66,000 lives in their
vehicles, a nearly 13% increase
from last year’s count.

“Homelessness is not a ‘your city
or my city issue,” it’s an ‘all of us’
issue and we all have to do our part
to support our community,” Human
Relations Commission Chair Ori
Blumenfeld said. “Our city and
staff already do amazing work to
support the homeless that find
themselves in Beverly Hills, and so
I wanted to really focus my efforts
on supporting our neighbors to the
east and west of us and show them
that we are here for them as well.”

By making use of underutilized
parking lots, SPLA offers people a
safe space to park their cars across
Los Angeles. In addition to profes-
sional security between the hours of
7:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m., those who
make use of the lots are provided

with restrooms with running water
and case management services. The
program also helps homeless peo-
ple with vehicle support, housing
assistance and gym memberships.
According to SPLA Executive
Director Silvia Guttierez, people
generally utilize a space anywhere
from one month to a year.

“Part of what makes our safe-
parking program really innovative
is we really use public spaces that
are being used for other things dur-
ing the day and are not being used
at night,” she said.

Founded in 2016, the program
started opening lots officially in
2018 and is today the county’s
largest provider of safe lots.
Guttierez said that starting next
month, the program will be able to
offer a total of 209 spaces across
eight safe lots.

“The most recent Homeless
Count revealed that more than
18,000 people are living in their
cars in L.A. County. Safe-parking
areas not only provide these folks
with a secure place to sleep, they
create a centralized location where
people can begin to receive the sup-
port they need to help them find

permanent housing,” said
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, 3rd
District.

This year, SPLA implemented
case management supportive ser-
vices into its program where case
managers meet weekly with clients
to create individual service plans in
an effort to help bridge the gap to
return to permanent housing. That
type of supportive service was a
particularly big selling point for the
Human Relations Commission in

deciding what organization to sup-
port when it came to helping the
homeless. Blumenfeld said he met
with various L.A. council members
and their staff, community stake-
holders and other interested home-
less advocates to locate “a worthy
organization to have our city sup-
port in doing our part for Los
Angeles and the surrounding coun-
ty.”
The $50,000 amount, which will
need to be first discussed with City
Council liaison members Lili Bosse
and John Mirisch before heading to
the full council for a vote, will be
used for vehicle support to help 100
clients stay safe their vehicles,
housing assistance to help 20 clients
transition into housing, and 2,000
hours of case management to help
clients access transformative ser-
vices.

People who are homeless and
earning income are not eligible for
supportive services through the Los
Angeles Homeless Service
Authority’s coordinated entry sys-
tem. More than 40% of SPLA clients
are employed and even first-time
homeless according to Guittierez. As
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the program actually saw a decrease
in use of parking spaces starting in
March as people moved indoors to
live with family or friends or found
various other housing options.
However, she said the program is
once again nearing capacity.

According to Beverly Hills
Human Services Administrator
James Latta, who characterized
SPLA as “extremely innovative,”
there has been a “huge influx” of
transients into the city since the

image courtesy of the city of Safe Parking LA

People living in their cars can find safe places to park for the night

through Safe Parking LA.

beginning of the pandemic, in part
precipitated by various adjacent
communities having closed their
parks, unlike Beverly Hills.

“It’s not illegal to be homeless or
mentally ill or sleep in the park, but
after 10 p.m., you are not allowed to
camp in the park, and that has been
a big problem lately,” he said.

“Everyone has their own story
about where they are living in their
car, but once you lose your car, you
have lost all your belongings, it’s a
huge leap to go to the street,” Latta
added. “So what Safe Parking LA
does is allow these folks to get the
extra support that they need and
kind of back into a living situation
and maintain their job. So this is a
continuum of our care that the city
of Beverly Hills currently doesn’t
have, because we have beds and
food and mental health, but we
don’t have much for those people

living in their cars.”

In anticipation of the vote,
Human Relations Commission
Annette Saleh questioned what the
commission was advocating.

“I'm very impressed with the
organization’s work, and truly
whole-heartedly support our com-
mission’s advocating for this.
However, what are we advocating
for? Are we advocating for a lot in
our city? A parking lot? Or are we
advocating for funding?” she asked.

Blumenfeld confirmed there
were no plans to make the city’s
municipal lots available to SPLA.

“I think it’s a wonderful program.
I think it’s needed. I think it’s in an
area that is of most need, because
these are the ones that could really
maybe come back and have a pro-
ductive life,” Human Relations
Vice Chair Karen Popovich Levyn
said.

BEVERLY

Under existing law, the County of Los Angeles or another regional entity
could raise the Beverly Hills sales tax rate and collect that incremental revenue.
Measure RP ensures any new sales tax revenue would remain in Beverly Hills
under local control.

that revenue for use in Beverly Hills.

DOES MEASURE RP INCREASE TAXES?

Measure RP does not raise taxes unless the County or another entity imposes
an increase to the sales tax. Measure RP would then be imposed to capture

funding for local use under local control.

HOW WOULD MEASURE RP IMPACT BEVERLY HILLS?

If approved by a majority of Beverly Hills voters, Measure RP would prevent
the loss of local sales tax revenue to regional control and instead retain this

Learn More

For more information, please visit beverlvhills,org/mecasureRP.
) “
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WeHo continues to encourage
census participation

The city of West Hollywood is
continuing its urgent call for resi-
dents to “Be Counted West
Hollywood” in the 2020 census.

The United States Census
Bureau has announced that count-
ing will cease on Sept. 30.
Currently, the response rate for
households in the state of
California is approximately 68%;
the response rate for households in
the city of West Hollywood is
approximately 63%, an increase of
just three percentage points since
last month. Nearly four in 10 peo-
ple in West Hollywood still have
not taken the census, but it is not
too late to do so.

Community members who have
not yet completed the census can
quickly and easily fill it out in
approximately five minutes online
at census.ca.gov. The simple survey
is nine questions long, and census
responses shape determinations for
vital funding for the community
through the year 2030.

The census form is available to
complete online in 13 languages.
Community members may also
respond by phone in one of 13 lan-
guages at one of the phone numbers
listed on the website
census.ca.gov/2020/03/12/californi-
ans-receive-invitations-to-partici-
pate-in-2020-census.

The United States Constitution
mandates that a complete national
population count be conducted

every 10 years. The 2020 Census
will decide how billions of federal
dollars are distributed in California.

The city of West Hollywood is
working to ensure that community
members continue to access impor-
tant services such as care in health
clinics, seniors programs, LGBTQ
services, food programs and assis-
tance to people who are experienc-
ing homelessness by encouraging
participation in the 2020 Census.
Census data will additionally be
used to allocate funding for road
maintenance and improvements
and public transit initiatives.

An undercount could impact
funding for schools, health ser-
vices, child care, emergency ser-
vices and many other programs.
The census will also decide the
number of California’s
Congressional members and
Electoral College votes.

Information collected as part of
the 2020 Census cannot be shared
with or by other governmental
agencies, including ICE or any law
enforcement agency.

In December, the Census Bureau
will deliver apportionment counts
to the president and Congress as
required by law. By March 31,
2021, the Census Bureau will send
redistricting counts to states. This
information is used to redraw leg-
islative districts based on popula-
tion changes.

Visit weho.org/census2020.

Schiff introduces landmark reforms package
‘Protecting Our Democracy Act’

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-
Calif.), chairman of the House
Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence, delivered remarks at a
press conference on Sept. 23 intro-
ducing the Protecting Our
Democracy Act. Billed as a land-
mark reforms package that will pre-
vent future presidential abuses, the
act aims to restore the nation’s sys-
tem of checks and balances,
strengthen accountability and trans-
parency, and protect elections.

“In introducing this landmark
bill, the House is taking another
vitally important step in our deter-
mination to protect our democra-
cy,” Schiff said. “Since taking
office, [President] Donald Trump
has viewed the constraints on his
power and the demand for basic
transparency and accountability as
an inconvenience. He has claimed
extraordinary power, bent and bro-
ken the law, and purposefully
undermined the rule of law. He has
probed for where his powers are
least constrained, bound only by
norms for which he has no interest.
And where he has found weakness,
he has exploited it, with grave con-
sequences for our nation.”

Schiff underscored how the
House Democratic Caucus and oth-
ers have worked to defend the law,
the Constitution and the nation’s val-
ues, “even impeaching the president
when he was caught abusing his
power in an effort to extort a foreign

partner for dirt on his opponent.”

“Today is the latest step in our
critical effort to hold this president,
and all presidents, accountable,” he
said. “This bill is the culmination of
many months of work by the caucus
to identify the most crucially needed
reforms to our laws to constrain a
lawless president. Some of these
reforms have been contemplated for
years, others became necessary only
as we witnessed the serial abuses of
power by this president.”

Specifically, the act intends to
prevent presidential abuses by pre-
venting the abuse of the pardon
power, ensuring no president is
above the law, and enforcing the
foreign and domestic emoluments
clauses of the Constitution.

The act requires the Department
of Justice and White House to pro-
vide materials to Congress concern-
ing any self-serving presidential
pardon or commutation in cases
involving the president or his/her
relatives, contempt of Congress or
obstruction of Congress; clarifies
that the president and vice president
are public officials and pardons are
official acts and things of value for
purposes of the federal bribery
statute; and prohibits self-pardons
by the president.

The act suspends the statute of
limitations for any federal offense
committed by a sitting president or
vice president, whether it was com-
mitted before or during their terms

photo courtesy of adam Schiff’s Office

Rep. Adam Schiff

in office, to ensure that presidents
and vice presidents can be held
accountable for criminal conduct
just like every other American and
not use their offices as a shield to
avoid legal consequences.

“This bill is essential. Not just
because Donald Trump’s presiden-
cy has been so damaging, though it
has been. But because we owe it to
the American people to put in place
meaningful constraints on power,
fix what is broken and ensure that
there is never again another Richard
Nixon or Donald Trump, for either
party,” Schiff said.

Koreatown man who exploited
young girls sentenced

A 3l-year-old Koreatown resi-
dent was sentenced on Sept. 15 to
210 months in federal prison for
posing online as a teenager and tar-
geting girls for sexual exploitation.

Francisco Sanchez pleaded guilty
on May 20 to two counts of produc-
tion of child pornography. He was
sentenced by United States District
Judge Dolly M. Gee.

Sanchez used websites and com-
puter applications to meet girls who
were minors. From 2014 through
September 2016, Sanchez used the
pseudonym “Eddie Nash” to pose
as a teenage boy and develop online
romantic relationships with his vic-
tims so that he could obtain sexual-
ly explicit images and videos from
them.

In some cases, Sanchez con-
vinced his victims to engage in sex-
ually explicit conduct during video
chats, which allowed him to take
pornographic screen shots of the
minors. In other cases, Sanchez
threatened to commit suicide to
coerce the victims into sending him
pictures or videos.

Sanchez threatened to publish or
expose the victims if they did not
send additional images or videos.

While Sanchez pleaded guilty to
two counts — related to victims who
were 13 and 14 — he admitted in his
plea agreement that he victimized
another five teenage girls. Sanchez
further admitted that he cyber-
stalked two victims — which includ-
ed threatening to make one girl
“internet famous” by publishing
child pornography depicting her —
and that he distributed child
pornography on a peer-to-peer file-
sharing network.

After prison, Sanchez will be
required to register as a sex offend-
er and must serve a lifetime period
of supervised release.

The FBI and the Los Angeles
Child Exploitation and Human
Trafficking Task Force investigated
the crime. Assistant United States
Attorneys Julia S. Choe, of the
Cyber and Intellectual Property
Crimes Section, and Damaris Diaz,
of the Violent and Organized Crime
Section, prosecuted the case.

Lieu reports on dire consequences of census undercount

U.S. Rep. Ted Lieu (D-Torrance)
on Sept. 21 announced a new
report detailing the dire costs of a
census undercount in California’s
33rd Congressional District. The
report, prepared by the U.S. House
Committee on Oversight and
Reform, details that if there is just a
1% undercount in the 2020 census,
the residents of the 33rd District of
California could lose $420,000 in
federal funding for schools that
have a high proportion of low-
income students, or the equivalent
of all the textbooks that 1,678 stu-
dents would need in a school year.

During a Facebook forum with
Malibu City Councilwoman Karen
Farrer, Santa Monica City

Councilwoman Kristin McCowan
and Mexican American Legal
Defense and Education Fund
National Redistricting Coordinator
Steven Ochoa, Lieu urged house-
holds to fill out their census forms
right away by going to 2020cen-
sus.gov, calling (844)330-2020 or
filling out the forms they received
in the mail. The 2020 census does
not ask about citizenship.

Data collected by the census is
used to determine how much fund-
ing the district receives for critical
services like education, medical
care, foster care, roads, public tran-
sit and job programs. Census data
also helps local governments
enhance public safety and prepare

for emergencies.

“A more complete response to
the census means more opportuni-
ties for a brighter future for our
community,” Lieu said. "An inac-
curate count could impact class
sizes, public safety, health care pro-
grams and many other critical ser-
vices in [the 33rd District]. As this
newly released report outlines, it is
essential that every single resident
ensures they are counted. It’s a
quick and simple way to do your
civic duty to help our neighbors get
the resources and representation
they deserve. I encourage everyone
to fill out the census and make sure
their family, friends and neighbors
do too.”

Driver sentenced for hit-and-run
fatality in Hollywood

A 2l-year-old man was sen-
tenced on Sept. 10 for the hit-and-
run death in 2019 of an Australian
tourist in Hollywood, the Los
Angeles County District Attorney’s
Office announced.

Kristopher Ryan Smith, of
Norwalk, was sentenced to 30 days
in jail, 300 hours of community ser-
vice and three years of formal pro-
bation. The sentence resulted from
a negotiated plea agreement with
prosecutors.

Deputy

District ~ Attorney

Kristopher Gay said Smith pleaded
guilty in February to one felony
count of hit-and-run driving and
one misdemeanor count of vehicu-
lar manslaughter without gross neg-
ligence.

On April 18, 2019, at 1:30 a.m.,
the defendant was driving when he
struck and killed 56-year-old
Andrew Mallard as he was walking
across Sunset Boulevard at
Formosa Avenue. Smith fled the
scene but later surrendered to
authorities.

EVERY SUNDAY
9AM TO 5PM
AT FAIRFAX HIGH SCHOOL

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT MELROSETRADINGPOST.ORG / TICKETS
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Forum covers law enforcement, hate crimes

m WeHo council
candidates discuss
sheriff’s conduct, city’s
response to bigotry

BY CAMERON KISZLA

Six  candidates for West
Hollywood City Council participat-
ed in a forum hosted by the Israeli-
American Civic Action Network
and Congregation Kol Ami on Sept.
16. Noemi Torres, John Erickson,
John Heilman, Sepi Shyne, Larry
Block and John Duran addressed
several topics, including law
enforcement and how to combat
hate in West Hollywood.

Dillon Hosier, chief advocacy
officer of ICAN, and Rabbi Denise
Eger of Congregation Kol Ami
asked the candidates a pair of ques-
tions relating to law enforcement,
including what should be done
about the push to defund the police
and what the candidates would say
to Los Angeles County Sheriff Alex
Villanueva about the overuse of
force. West Hollywood contracts its
police services with the Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department, which has faced criti-
cism in recent months after allega-
tions of unjust shootings, improper
uses of force and gangs within the
department.

Erickson said the city needs to
bolster its neighborhood watch
groups, which have dwindled in
recent years, and needs to be part of
bringing “accountability and trans-
parency to law enforcement.” Right
now, there’s an ‘“accountability
problem,” he said.

“We need to make sure that
responsibility and transparency
come down from the top and ulti-
mately, our sheriff needs to be
involving community groups and
major stakeholders to really start
reassessing what does not only end-
ing systemic racism look like within
the sheriff’s department at large, but
ultimately, how can we move
everyone forward on an under-
standing of what accountability
looks like,” Erickson said.

Heilman, an incumbent who has
served on the council for all but a
few months since the city incorpo-
rated in 1984, said he does not sup-
port reducing the funding for law
enforcement, as the city needs to
protect its residents and the patrons
of its many entertainment venues.
Heilman added that while the city
can “play a leading role” in helping
reform the LASD — as it did in
ensuring non-discrimination based
on sexual orientation — Villanueva
is “not the right person for the job.”

“He needs to hold officers
accountable when they screw up.
He needs a clear message that that
kind of behavior is not acceptable,”
Heilman said. “He needs to root out
the gang activity within the depart-
ment.”

Torres suggested that the council
and LASD reassess how money is
spent by the department. She said
the city could also rely on nonprof-
its and social services to handle
some of the work now handled by
police.

As for Villanueva, Torres also
echoed the calls for “accountability.”

“If Sheriff Villanueva is not
doing a good job, it’s probably
because he doesn’t have the support
he needs. I believe that there is
room for growth, but I also want to
make sure that people are account-
able for what they’re doing,” Torres
said.

Block said he is not an advocate

for defunding the police, as the city
already sees “so much crime going
on.” Block added that he’d like to
see more outreach to the homeless
community on nights and week-
ends, more Block by Block security
ambassadors and potentially anoth-
er sheriff’s station. He added that he
thinks body cameras and sensitivity
training will help officers make bet-
ter decisions.

As for Villanueva, Block said he
would want to “understand his
issues and his problems.”

“It’s very difficult to have thou-
sands of officers and be responsible
for the spur-of-the-minute actions
that happen in crisis situations, so
I'd like to understand and digest
some of the problems and the reme-
dies that they had first,” Block said.

Shyne said she would like the
sheriff’s deputies — and all city offi-
cials and city staff — to undergo sen-
sitivity training and anti-systemic-
racism training. She also would like
to see more funding for Block by
Block ambassadors and a task force
for Black, Indigenous and people of
color to advise the council on
social-equity issues and systemic
racism, “the root cause of overuse
of force by police.”

Shyne also wants to see an inde-
pendent investigation of the death
of Andres Guardado, who was shot
and killed by an LASD deputy on
June 18, and she noted that “our
deputies in West Hollywood are
great, but the problem is at the top.”

Duran, who was endorsed by the
sheriff’s deputies’ union, said he
does not want to defund the police.
Duran said the city is fortunate to
have contracted out its policing ser-
vices, as “if we created our own
police department, the pensions
would now be crushing our city
budget.”

He added that LASD removes
problem officers from West
Hollywood, but Villanueva needs to
do more.

“Not all [of] his cops are good
cops. There are bad deputies, and he
has to deal with them if he wants
people to start to trust law enforce-
ment again,” Duran said.

The candidates were also asked
how they think the city should pro-
ceed given the recent rise in hate
crimes, including anti-Semitism,
anti-trans incidents and anti-LGBT
incidents in the city and country as
a whole.

Shyne said city leaders need a no-
tolerance policy for hate crimes,
which she said are “some of the
highest crimes in L.A. County, and
they have increased.”

“I would like to see a robust pro-
gram in place that educates our res-
idents about these crimes in our
community when they happen,”
Shyne said.

She also echoed her earlier call
for increasing the Block by Block
security ambassadors and installing
more LED lights to make the city
safer.

Erickson, who said he was a vic-
tim of a hate crime in college, said
the city must continue to be “a bea-
con of standing for the right thing.”
“We need to not only stand up with
our words, but with our actions, and
we know that the city has done this
work, but it doesn’t mean that we
should stop ever, because right now,
people are feeling alone and scared.
West Hollywood has always been
that beacon, and we need to contin-
ue that moving forward,” he said.

Heilman said more education
would be beneficial, as “some peo-
ple don’t realize that they engage in
hate crimes,” such as same-sex cou-
ples who use violence and deroga-

tory language in disputes.

“When you start calling people
names as you’re engaged in physi-
cal violence, even if you’re a mem-
ber of that group, it’s still a hate
crime,” Heilman said.

Heilman added that voting
President Donald Trump out of
office would help in this area.

“We see mentally ill and mentally
unstable people engaging in this kind
of conduct because they’ve been
given a green light,” Heilman said.

Torres also said education will be
important to reducing hate crimes in
the community.

See Forum page 21
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photo by Cameron Kiszla
Rabbi Denise Eger of Congregation Kol Ami questioned six candidates
for West Hollywood City Council.
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Digital wayfinding signs installed in Hollywood

New digital occupancy signs
have been installed at Hollywood’s
three municipal parking garages, a
project spearheaded by Los Angeles
City Councilman Mitch O’Farrell,
13th District, and the Department of
Transportation as part of O’Farrell’s
HEART of Hollywood initiative,
which stands for history, economy,
arts and architecture, renewal and
tradition. The improvements repre-
sent the first phase of new digital
wayfinding signage that will help
guide motorists to, and through, the
central  business district of
Hollywood.

L.A. council
members call
for changes on
homelessness

Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, and
Council President Nury Martinez,
6th District, announced an initiative
on Sept. 22 to assess all services
provided by the local departments
of public health on behalf of the
over 41,000 homeless Angelenos in
the city of Los Angeles.

Health, mental health and other
supportive services are severely
lacking, the council members said,
and the initiative addresses those
concerns while also adding the city
of Los Angeles as a larger player in
“board and care” retention and
development.

The initiative seeks to set home-
lessness reduction goals and make
sure all resources are dedicated to
placing everyone experiencing
homelessness on a road to wellness
and permanent housing.

“The status quo is not working.
The city of Los Angeles has wit-
nessed annual double-digit increases
in people experiencing homeless-
ness, bringing the population to well
over 41,000 individuals,” O’Farrell
said. “Too often, the most vulnera-
ble among us exist on the margins
because of mental-health issues and
easy access to illicit narcotics. My
initiative takes a close, purposeful
look at all of the programs and ser-
vices that were designed over the
years to address this humanitarian
crisis. It’s what Angelenos are right-
fully demanding — and it’s what they
are paying for.”

Between March and August of
this year, more than 84% of all calls
to the city’s 311 call center con-
cerned public health, social services
or, more directly, homelessness.
The county is under a contractual
agreement to provide health and
mental health services to the city’s
homeless residents.

Los Angeles city and county is
home to almost half of the homeless
populations in the state of
California In 2016 and 2017, the
people of Los Angeles passed mea-
sures HHH and H, the largest local
funding streams to assist unhoused
and unsheltered.

Recently, Gov. Gavin Newsom
signed Assembly Bill 1766, man-
dating that California Department
of Social Services collect and send
a report listing the closure of adult
residential facilities to county gov-
ernments, and also signed AB 79,
compelling Residential care facili-
ties for the elderly to share similar
closure data with local govern-
ments.

“Hollywood is well served by off-
street public parking, but that’s not
always clear to drivers,” O’Farrell
said. “The concept for the HEART
of Hollywood initiative and its sig-
nature project, the Walk of Fame
Master Plan, envisions a better over-
all experience for local residents and
visitors to Hollywood. For drivers,
that means being able to park effi-
ciently. These signs are the first step
toward better utilization of our pub-
lic parking facilities, so that people
can park easily and then enjoy the
area on foot.”

Hollywood’s three municipal
parking garages are: Lot 670 at
1710 N. Cherokee Ave., Lot 702 at
1627 N. Vine St. and Lot 745 at
6801 Hollywood Blvd. Together,
the facilities offer approximately
4,000 public parking spaces. Prior
to COVID-19, the garages had a
cumulative average vacancy rate of
44%; since the pandemic began, the
vacancy rate is 80%.

“People come from all over the
world to visit Hollywood. Once
they get here, we want to make sure
they feel welcomed and at home,”
LADOT General Manager Seleta

Reynolds said. “This new signage
will guide residents and visitors
alike, part of a series of improve-
ments to make Hollywood streets
more inviting for all.”

Many of the new digital occupan-
cy signs are designed in an Art
Deco style, consistent with pedes-
trian signage installed in 2019 and
with other improvements conceived
in the Walk of Fame Master Plan.
LADOT is now working to com-
plete the second and third phases of
digital wayfinding in Hollywood.
Phase Two will include the place-
ment of additional digital occupan-
cy signs in the vicinity of each of
the garages, pointing drivers to the
facilities. Phase Three will include
the upgrade of six existing — but
currently deactivated — digital mes-
saging signs, along with the instal-
lation of five new digital messaging
signs. These signs will be program-
mable with information for
motorists and will be placed around
the perimeter of Hollywood, alert-
ing drivers to upcoming events,
street closures and more.

For information, visit heartofhol-
lywood.la.
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photo courtesy of Councilman Mitch O’Farrell’s office
New signs at Hollywood garages aim to make it easier for drivers to find
a place to park their cars.
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City of West Hollywood

Helen Albert Certified
Farmers' Market

NOW OPEN!

MONDAYS SAMTO 2PM

The City of West Hollywood welcomes the
community back to the Helen Albert Farmers’ Market!

The market features organic and farm-fresh fruits and vegetables,
baked goods, fresh fish, and more.

To safeguard public health and safety:

All customers, vendors, and staff
members must wear face coverings.

Senior Hour, from 9 to 10 a.m., provides
priority access for customers ages 55+.

One-hour customer parking is available
next to the market in the north parking lot.

N4

See you there!

PLUMMER PARK

1200 N.

WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA 90046 Ny Parks
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WEHO.ORG/FARMERSMARKET Batior!
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Newsom extends job-protected family leave

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed leg-
islation on Sept. 17 ensuring mil-
lions more Californians can utilize
paid family leave benefits they pay
for without the fear of job loss.

Senate Bill 1383 was developed
through the Paid Family Leave Task
Force convened by the Newsom
administration last year and builds
on previous work to extend paid
family leave benefits from six to
eight weeks for each parent of a
newborn.

“Californians deserve to be able
to take time off to care for them-
selves or a sick family member
without fearing they’ll lose their
job,” Newsom said. “The COVID-
19 pandemic has only further
revealed the need for a family leave
policy that truly serves families and
workers, especially those who keep
our economy running. This bill will
ensure almost all Californians can

access the time off they need to
keep themselves and their commu-
nities healthy.”

SB 1383 was written by state
Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson (D-
Santa Barbara) and ensures job-pro-
tected leave for Californians who
work for an employer with five or
more employees to bond with a
newborn, care for a seriously ill
family member, address a military
exigency or care for their own ill-
ness.

This aligns the employer-size
threshold under the California
Family Rights Act with the employ-
er-size threshold in Pregnancy
Disability Leave, a program that
has been in place since 1978.

Since California’s Paid Family
Leave Program was enacted more
than 15 years ago, lack of job pro-
tection under CFRA has prevented
millions of workers from accessing

certain, except death and taxes.”

Benjamin Franklin
1706-1790

Letter to Jean Leroy Baptiste
November 13, 1789

Notable quotes

“Our new Constitution is now established, and has an appearance
that promises permanency, but in this world nothing can be said to be

_#_

(source: “Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations”)

their Paid Family Leave Program
benefits due to the size of their
employer. Currently, 40% of
California workers are at risk of los-
ing their jobs if they take leave to
care for a seriously ill loved one or
themselves because their employer
is too small.

SB 1383 will expand job-protect-
ed family leave and leave to care for
one’s own illness to nearly 6 million
more Californians.

SB 1383 will ensure that
California workers affected by
COVID-19 can take time to care
for themselves or a sick family
member and keep their work-
places and communities healthy
and safe.

“COVID-19 revealed how vul-
nerable we are when we do not sup-
port parents, and moms in particu-
lar, in their dual roles as caregivers
and breadwinners,” First Partner
Jennifer Siebel Newsom said. “I
am so proud that California is tak-
ing an important step to lift up
women and families, to elevate the
value of care and caregiving, and to
get us closer to a California for
All”

photo courtesy of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s office

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed a bill extending job-protected family leave
alongside First Partner Jennifer Siebel Newsom, right, and Chief of Staff

Ann O’Leary, left.

Work on Benedict Canyon Drive

The City of Los Angeles
Bureau of Street Services will
cold plane and resurface

Benedict Canyon Drive next
week, and traffic will be restricted
during scheduled working hours.

Between 6:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.
on Tuesday, Sept. 29, through

Thursday, Oct. 1, the public is
advised to use Beverly Glen
Boulevard or another alternate
route.

The work on Benedict Canyon
Drive will go from Clear View
Drive to the Beverly Hills city
limits south of Delresto Drive.

National Voter Registration
Day was Sept. 22, and the city of
West Hollywood is reminding
community members that each
vote counts in the upcoming gen-
eral municipal election on Nov. 3.

The deadline to register for the
general municipal election is
Monday, Oct. 19, and the city
encourages community members
to check their voter registration
status at lavote.net/vrstatus or by
calling (800)815-2666.

There are many ways to vote
early. Postal mail-in and ballot-
drop-off voting will begin on
Monday, Oct. 5. Many L.A.
County vote centers will begin
operating on Saturday, Oct. 24.

“Although it is said often, this
truly is the most important elec-
tion of our lifetimes,” West
Hollywood Mayor Lindsey
Horvath said. “Make your vote
plan now. Let’s be certain that
everyone who is eligible to vote
is properly registered and then
casts their vote — either by mail-in
ballot, by dropping your ballot at
a ballot drop box or vote center,
or voting in-person as soon as
possible after vote centers open
on Saturday, Oct. 24. And if you
prefer to vote in-person on
Election Day, be certain to wear
your face covering, maintain
social distance, wear comfortable
shoes and bring snacks along as
there may be long waits to vote
on Nov. 3.”

In California, U.S. citizens are
eligible to register and vote if
they are at least 18 years old, reg-
istered where they currently
reside, not currently in state or

West Hollywood encourages
voter participation

federal prison or on parole for the
conviction of a felony, and not
currently found mentally incom-
petent to vote by a court.

West Hollywood voters will
receive complete ballot informa-
tion by mail. In addition to vot-
ing in the presidential election,
city of West Hollywood voters
will vote to fill two City Council
seats for four-year terms and
vote on Measure E, a 0.75%
sales tax.

West Hollywood has worked
with L.A. County to establish
three ballot drop box locations in
West Hollywood. These ballot
drop boxes will be installed in
early October and will be bright
yellow and clearly marked. They
will feature safety and security
features, such as 24-hour elec-
tronic monitoring. They will be
located at West Hollywood City
Hall, 8300 Santa Monica Blvd.,
behind City Hall off of North
Sweetzer Avenue; West
Hollywood Library, 625 N. San
Vicente Blvd., on the west side of
the street in front of the library;
and Plummer Park, 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd., in front of the
community center.

In West Hollywood, there will
be a vote center at Plummer
Park’s Fiesta Hall, 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd., open from
Saturday, Oct. 30, to Tuesday,
Nov. 3. For additional vote center
locations, visit
locator.lavote.net/locations/vce.

For information, call the city
clerk’s office at (323)848-6409 or
visit weho.org/elections and cali-
fornia.ballottrax .net/voter.

We're Open! Come On In!

Ensuring the safety of Allan Jeffries
clients and staff is our primary goal.

Clients and customers must have a face mask
or covering when entering the store.

If you don't have a face mask or covering,

we will provide one for you

Gloves and hand sanitizer are provided as well.

Plexiglass separates employees and clients,
tools are sanitized, and the staff
cleans the store routinely.

Health protocols and safety measures based
on the state and county’s orders have been
met, and we went beyond that to create a
welcoming space to ensure

customers are confident coming in.

“We are proud of the fact that we are

protecting our clients and protecting

Built on an old-fashioned

foundation of honesty and trust,
we stand proud and look
forward to continuing to
serve you and the community
now and for the future.

employees both equally.
| am really grateful and appreciative to all
of my customers and neighbors for coming
out in support of my business during
tough times like this.”

— Allan

Allan JetFHes fra/rz//g

8301 W. Third St. ¢ Los Angeles, CA 90048
323.655.1296 ¢ www.allanjeffries.com
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Sen. Allen honors BH resident as woman of year

Beverly Hills philanthropist,
author and entrepreneur Lisa Zola
Greer has been recognized by state
Sen. Ben Allen (D-Santa Monica)
as District 26 Woman of the Year.
An active real estate investor, an
advisor to many nonprofits and the
cofounder of Tandem
Careplanning, a public-benefit cor-
poration that champions both care
seekers and caregivers, Greer is an
active and involved member of the
Beverly Hills community.

“Greer’s commitment to Beverly
Hills is well-rounded, supporting
many different facets of her com-
munity,” Allen said. “Supporting
nonprofits, the Jewish community,
cultural heritage and more, her
widespread advocacy deserves
proper recognition.”

“I'm humbled and honored to
have received this recognition from
Sen. Allen, and I appreciate the
Senator’s continuing support for
dialogue about the critical social
justice issues of our time,” Greer
said. “It’s been a great pleasure to
have welcomed the Senator and his
staff in our home for our many
salons and educational events, as it
is only through learning and talking
about these issues that we can make
real change in our community and
our world.”

Greer was joined with friends and
family when she was honored during

photo courtesy of state Sen. Ben Allen’s office
Lisa Zola Greer is author of the book “Philanthropy Revolution: How to
Inspire Donors, Build Relationships and Make a Difference.”

a virtual celebration earlier this month
hosted by Allen’s office, where she
was presented with her official Senate
resolution honoring her.

The Woman of the Year event
was founded in 1987 in celebration
of the contributions to society made
by remarkable women throughout
California, and every year, one
woman from each Senate and
Assembly district comes to the
Capitol to be honored for their
accomplishments. Typically, they
are recognized as Woman of the
Year in a formal ceremony on the
floors of the Senate and Assembly.
This year, however, Greer’s cele-
bration went virtual as the Capitol
continues to operate following

COVID-19 precautions.

Greer is an active member of the
Cedars-Sinai Board of Governors.
She recently completed terms as
commissioner and chair of the
Beverly Hills Cultural Heritage
Commission and trustee of the
Jewish Community Foundation of
Los Angeles. Previously, she served
as president of Temple Emanuel of
Beverly Hills and board member of
many organizations, including the
L.A. District Attorney’s Crime
Prevention Foundation, Make-a-
Wish of Greater Los Angeles, Girl
Scouts of Greater Los Angeles and
others.

For information, visit sd26.sen-
ate.ca.gov.

L.A. County Library offers digital COVID-19 support

The Supplemental Coronavirus
Relief Fund Spending Plan
approved by the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors on
Sept. 15 includes an allocation to
L.A. County Library to provide
digital support to individuals and
communities  disproportionately
impacted by COVID-19.

Specifically, the plan expands the
recently-launched  Laptop &
Hotspot Loan program that allows
cardholders to  borrow a
Chromebook and wireless hotspot
kit, and it extends the WiFi network
range at libraries to cover parking
lots.

This pandemic has illuminated
the digital divide in many L.A.
communities; countless students,
individuals and families lack reli-
able internet service to mitigate
the negative impacts of coron-
avirus.

As all L.A. County Library loca-
tions remain closed, those who
would normally come to the library
to use the computers to apply for

services or do schoolwork are not
able to do so. Last fiscal year, L.A.
County Library hosted nearly 1.5
million internet sessions on library
computers and over 4 million ses-
sions on library WiFi, demonstrat-
ing a high level of demand for
resources that can’t currently be
offered.

The Laptop & Hotspot Loan is
currently available at 10 Sidewalk
Service locations, determined
based upon internet subscription
rate of households — between 57%
and 63% in these areas. Reserved
for cardholders 18 and up, the kit
can be borrowed for three weeks —
just like a book — with the opportu-
nity to renew up to three times if
there are no holds. All 60 kits were
borrowed within the first week of
the service being available, and
there are currently 300 holds placed
on the kits, indicating a need much
greater than current devices can
meet. This next phase will allow the
library to procure 700 more devices
and make kits available at all its 46

Sidewalk Service locations, plus
four Bookmobiles.

As a way to provide Wi-Fi access
during its closure, the library plans
to extend broadband network con-
nectivity to its parking lots, to allow
people to park and connect.
Although the library’s Sidewalk
Service program offers customers
access to its physical collections,
and the range of downloadable and
streaming resources provide ready
access to educational and skill-
building content, the continued clo-
sure of libraries to in-person ser-
vices leaves a gap for those cus-
tomers who depend on the library
for free, high-speed broadband
access, but have slow or limited
connectivity in their communities.
Current plans have identified 28
libraries to roll out as a first phase —
determined based on internet con-
nectivity rates — by the end of this
calendar year, with a future expan-
sion as funding becomes available.

For information, visit lacountyli-

brary.org.

Beverly Hills campaign welcomes

The Beverly Hills Conference &
Visitors Bureau has launched its fall
campaign, Something to Feel Good
About.

The campaign emphasizes safe-
ty, simple pleasures, treating one-
self and shopping locally. Hotel
packages offered for a limited
time give visitors even more
incentive to visit the city’s world-
class hotels, celebrity-dotted
restaurants and idyllic shopping
experiences, and to experience
first-hand the enhanced hygiene
practices that the city has under-
taken in order to ensure the safety
of all visitors.

To meet the changing needs of
today’s travelers, the Beverly Hills
hospitality community has quickly
pivoted to bring its safety expertise
to the forefront to ensure all visitor
safety and security concerns are

being met head-on.

“Beverly Hills has always been
a leading expert in providing a
pristine experience,” said Julie
Wagner, CEO of BHCVB. “Now
more than ever, it is important
that guests see all the ways that
we are ensuring their safety.
Visitors today will find the same
Beverly Hills that they know and
love — but with a few visible
changes, reflective of the chang-
ing times.”

To welcome visitors back to
Beverly Hills, and in partnership
with its collection of world-
renowned hotels, BHCVB is offer-
ing visitors new bookable packages
through Dec. 31 that include valu-
able add-ons such as complimenta-
ry parking, food and beverage cred-
its, room upgrades, late checkouts
and complimentary breakfasts,

visitors back

among others.

The special packages are avail-
able from 10 of Beverly Hills’ most
celebrated hotels, including AKA
Beverly Hills; Beverly Wilshire, A
Four Seasons Hotel, which reopens
on Oct. 1; Sirtaj Hotel, the Beverly
Hills Hotel; the Beverly Hilton; the
Maybourne Beverly Hills; the
Mosaic Hotel; the Peninsula
Beverly Hills; Viceroy L’Ermitage
Beverly Hills and Waldorf Astoria
Beverly Hills.

For information, visit lovebever-
Iyhills.com/  something-to-feel-
good-about and
youtube.com/watch?v=S0ohP7L81
3c.

photo courtesy of BHCVB
Beverly Hills hotels are emphasiz-
ing safety and hygiene to draw in
visitors.

photo courtesy of Getty Images
Cedars-Sinai experts say it’s critical to remain vigilant about safety
measures that can prevent the spread of the flu and COVID-19.

Cedars addresses how COVID
will affect influenza season

With flu season fast approach-
ing, health officials are urging the
public to help contain the spread
of influenza and avoid another
outbreak amid the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.

“The two viruses are very sim-
ilar, and it’s going to make this
flu season very challenging,”
said infectious disease specialist
Dr. Rekha Murthy, vice president
of medical affairs and associate
chief medical officer at Cedars-
Sinai. “The good news is we
have a powerful tool at our dis-
posal to combat influenza — the
flu shot.”

In addition to getting the flu
vaccine, it’s critical to remain
vigilant about safety measures
that can prevent the spread of the
flu and COVID-19: sanitizing
hands, wearing masks, physical
distancing, covering coughs and
sneezes, and staying home when
sick.

“The choices we make not
only affect our own health but the
health of others as well,” Murthy
said. “Many people may be feel-
ing pandemic fatigue, but we
need to protect ourselves and
everybody around us.”

Murthy pointed out that
COVID-19 and the flu have “a
lot of overlapping symptoms,”
including fever, chills, cough,
shortness of breath or difficulty
breathing, fatigue, sore throat,
runny or stuffy nose, muscle pain

or body aches, and headaches.

“However, there are some pre-
cursors to COVID-19 — loss of
taste and smell, nausea and/or
diarrhea — that appear to be less
associated with the flu,” Murthy
said.

“If you develop the overlap-
ping symptoms, it’s going to be
important to recognize early that
you could have either illness, to
be aware of what symptoms
you’ve been experiencing, and to
determine when to seek testing or
medical care,” Murthy added.
“You should isolate yourself for
at least 10 days or until your
symptoms resolve or you see
your doctor.”

Murthy added that everyone
over 6 months of age should get
the flu vaccine in order to “help
avoid a so-called ‘twindemic’ in
which the healthcare system is
overwhelmed with patients suf-
fering from COVID-19 or the
flu.”

The flu shot will not protect
against COVID-19 - they’re
caused by different viruses — but
it will lower the chances of hav-
ing both COVID-19 and the flu
at the same time, Murthy said. If
someone tests positive for
COVID-19, they should wait
until they test negative to get
their flu shot.

Cedars-Sinai is located at 8700
Beverly Blvd. For information,
visit cedars-sinai.org.
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Tyra Banks and Bob Iger were among the presenters at the virtual gala.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Greater Los Angeles hosts ‘The
Big Night In’ virtual gala

Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Greater Los Angeles honored
outstanding members of the Los
Angeles community at “The Big
Night In” virtual gala on Sept. 17.
Netflix served as the presenting
sponsor of gala, which benefits
youth facing adversity from
underserved L.A. communities
by providing and supporting one-
to-one mentoring relationships.

Producer, writer and director
Kenya Barris received the
Defender of Potential Award.

TV personality and model Tyra
Banks introduced the first hon-
oree, “black-ish" creator Kenya
Barris and presented him with the
Defender of Potential award.

“I have known this man for so
long, and Kenya, his talent is
crazy. I saw it before ‘black-ish’
hit. That’s when the world recog-
nized how much of a genius he
was and how daring he was, how
bold he was, how strong his voice
was, and he is only getting the
recognition that he has been due,”
Banks said.

Upon accepting his honor,
Barris said, “I feel like the organi-
zation as a whole is exactly what
this award is to me. It's an award
to defend potential. What you
guys do for children who, like
me, are looking for something or
someone that they can look to for
guidance and love and support, is
something that I think is so
under-expected and underrepre-
sented in the world. I hope that
more people understand and con-
tinue to support what you guys do
for people, where other people
may not see the potential.”

Producer Jane Cha Cutler was
honored with the 2020 Sherry
Lansing Award and Richard and
Demi Weitz took home the Walt
Disney Philanthropists of the
Year Award. Lizeth Guevara was

honored as the 2020 BBBSLA
Big Sister of the Year and Chris
Smith was honored as the 2020
BBBSLA Big Brother of the
Year.

After receiving the award,
Cutler said, “Being a Big Sister
has been a privilege that has
brought more gratification than I
ever could have imagined. If I've
been able to have even a fraction
of the effect on my ‘little sister’
Angelica that she has had on me,
I consider myself extremely for-
tunate. The work that BBBSLA
does day-in and day-out is so
important. Sometimes a young
person needs just one other per-
son to talk to, to have them gently
guide and reassure her that she is
seen.”

“The Big Night In” kicked off
with a DJ set by D-Nice during
virtual red carpet arrivals, fol-
lowed by the official program,
which was co-hosted by Mike
Shumard and Little Sister Aneya,
BBBSLA. To conclude the pro-
gram, Executive Chairman of the
Walt Disney Company Bob Iger
presented the Walt Disney
Philanthropists of the Year Award
to WME partner Richard Weitz
and his daughter, Demi Weitz,
sharing, “Walt Disney was fond
of saying 'It's kind of fun to do the
impossible.””

Richard Weitz accepted their
award and said, “Life works in
mysterious ways, and when you
put others in need before your-
self, good things will happen.
And that's what we did, and what
we will continue to do.”

Following the program, guests
joined a virtual Disney-themed
RWQuarantunes after party fea-
turing live musical performances
of Disney songs.

For information,
bbbsla.org.

visit

Applications open for the Music Center’s Spotlight

High school students across
Southern California interested in
the performing arts can now
apply to be a part of the Music
Center’s Spotlight, a free annual
scholarship and arts training pro-
gram.

Spotlight offers arts-minded
teenages unique experiences,
mentorship opportunities and
workforce development skills
taught by professional artists and
arts administrators, and awards
more than $100,000 in scholar-
ships each year.

The program is designed to
help students explore their profes-
sional goals and increase their
confidence. Spotlight alumni
have performed with the world’s
best dance companies, top orches-
tras and leading jazz clubs; they
have graced the stages of
Broadway and opera houses
throughout the world. They are
also major executives working
behind-the-scenes in arts schools,
institutions and businesses.

“They have the opportunity to
receive valuable audition experi-
ence and knowledge in their per-
formance disciplines through
mastery classes and perfor-
mance,” the Music Center said in
a release. “Through a supportive
environment, students develop
important life skills, including
building self-esteem, preparation
and perseverance.”

For the first round of auditions,
students submit an online video in
one or more of the following cat-
egories: acting, ballet, classical

image courtesy of The Music Center

LA Phil's Bing Wang leads classical instrumental mastery class.

instrumental, classical voice,
dance, jazz instrumental and non-
classical voice. All students will
receive personalized written feed-
back. Spotlight merit, semifinal-
ists and honorable mentions from
the previous year will be able to
advance automatically to the sec-
ond round live auditions.
Students advancing to this round
will audition “live” through a vir-
tual audition process and receive
personalized feedback from a
panel of industry experts.

Sixteen semifinalists in each
category will participate in a mas-
tery class to gain feedback before

their semifinal audition. Two
grand prize finalists and an honor-
able mention in each category are
announced after the semifinal
auditions. Spotlight will conclude
with a Grand Finale evening per-
formance.

All students submit a video
audition online and may apply to
multiple categories for free. All
Spotlight applicants receive writ-
ten feedback from a distinguished
panel of judges and a certificate
of achievement. The deadline for
submission is Oct. 16.

For information, visit music-
center.org/spotlight.
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‘Together LA: A Virtual Stage
Festival’ kicks off Oct. 1

Alternative Theatre Los Angeles
will partner with LA Stage Alliance
to present “Together LA: A Virtual
Stage Festival” to celebrate the
vibrant and diverse intimate theater
scene of the greater Los Angeles
area.

“While the doors to our theaters
may be shut, our artists continue to
innovate and utilize new technolo-
gy to serve Los Angeles and pro-
mote the importance of theatre,”
stated an ATLA release. “As a new
form of theater emerges, LASA will
continue to support artists and
engage audiences through a series
of programs, events, and advocacy
efforts. All our initiatives aim to
serve and strengthen the sector —
both at an individual and public
level. LASA will continue to pro-
vide resources that facilitate audi-
ence engagement, collaborative

The Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences voted
18 students as winners of the 47th
Student Academy Awards com-
petition. The Student Academy
Awards were established in 1972
to provide a platform for emerg-
ing global talent by creating
opportunities within the industry
to showcase their work.

This year, the student Academy
Awards competition received a
total of 1474 entries from 207
domestic and 121 international
colleges and universities. The
2020 winners join the ranks of
such past Student Academy
Award winners as Patricia

marketing, community building and
professional development.”

Showcased works have been
specifically created for a virtual for-
mat. Over the course of three week-
ends, 34 of ATLA theater compa-
nies will showcase 10-minute
works, digitally produced and virtu-
ally shared with each evening host-
ed by celebrity guests.

Free to the public from Oct. 1
through Oct. 17, people can stream
via twitch.tv and YouTube. ATLA
welcomes sponsors and donors.
Donations will benefit Color of
Change. Participating theater com-

panies include Company of Angels, Cardoso, Pete Docter, Cary
IAMA Theatre Company, the Fukunaga, Spike Lee, Trey
Fountain Theatre and many others. Parker, Patricia Riggen and
ATLA is a community of 61 profes- Robert Zemeckis.

sional intimate theaters based in Curry  Sicong Tian, a

University of Southern California
student, won for “Simulacra” in
the  Alternative/Experimental

greater L.A.
Visit togetherlafestival .org.

(Domestic and International Film
Schools) category.

For the category of Animation
(Domestic Film Schools), win-
ners included Rhode Island
School of Design student Pilar
Garcia-Fernandezsesma for
“Ciervo;” School of Visual Arts
students Daniela Dwek, Maya
Mendonca and Chrisy Baek for
“Hamsa;” and Ringling College
of Art & Design students Kate
Namowicz and Skyler Porras for
“Mime Your Manners.”

Filmakademie Baden-
Wiirttemberg student  Pascal
Schelbli won for “The Beauty” in
the Animation (International Film
Schools) category.

For  the  category  of
Documentary (Domestic Film
Schools), winners included
University of Southern California
student Allison A. Waite for “The
Dope Years: The Story of Latasha
Harlins,” New York University

image by Mark Slavkin
The virtual culmination of the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts'
recent Beyond Words online class.

Fall virtual classes at The Wallis

student Laura Zéphirin for

Student Academy Award winners named

image by Blaine Ohigashi/A M.PA.S.

The Academy Awards are always a festive affair. Last year, Janelle
Monae performed during the live ABC telecast of the 92nd Oscars at
the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood on Feb. 9.

“Making Waves,” and University
of Southern California student
Yucong Chen for “Unfinished
Lives.”

Westerdals Institute of Film
and Media Kristiania University
College student Maren Klakegg
won with “Dear Father...” in the
Documentary (International Film
Schools) category.

In the category of Narrative
(Domestic Film Schools), New
York  University  students
Karishma Dube won for “Bittu”
and Talia Smith won for
“Umama,” while University of
Southern California  student
Rommel Villa Barriga won for
“Sweet Potatoes.”

In the Narrative (International
Film Schools) category, winners
included Centro de Capacitacion
Cinematografica student Percival
Argiiero Mendoza for
“Crescendo;” Institut des Arts de
Diffusion student Marie McCourt
for “I Was Still There When You

Left Me;” and Tallinn University
student German Golub for “My
Dear Corpses.”

First-time honors went to
Baltic Film & Media School,
Tallinn University, Estonia, and
Institut des Arts de Diffusion,
Belgium.

All Student Academy Award-
winning films are eligible to com-
pete for 2020 Oscars in the
Animated Short Film, Live
Action Short Film or
Documentary Short Subject cate-
gory.

Past winners have gone on to
receive 64 Oscar nominations
and have won or shared 13
awards.

The medal placements — gold,
silver and bronze — in the seven
award categories will be revealed
in a virtual program highlighting
the winners and their films on
Oct. 21.

For
oscars.org.

information, visit

now open for registration

Adults 55 years old and above
are invited to join two unique 10-
week classes designed to tap into
participants’ creativity and ulti-
mately allow them to share their
work at a virtual event presented by
The Wallis.

In “Staged Stories,” which takes
place from Oct. 6 through Dec. 10
on Tuesdays from 10:30 am. to
12:30 p.m. or from 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. on Thursdays, partici-
pants will gain the skills to write
stories from their lives that are
important to them. In addition to
connecting with others and learning
how to share their stories, partici-
pants will learn creative writing
skills and how to innovatively cap-
ture their lives through journaling,
ultimately sharing their stories at a
virtual performance presented by
The Wallis.

In “Beyond Words,” which takes
place on Wednesdays between Oct.
7 through Dec. 9 from 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. or from 2:30 to 4:30
p.m., participants will use various
forms of artistic expression to tell
stories. Mediums explored include:
creative writing, photography,
music and collage.

No prior artistic experience is
necessary. Enrollment is limited.
No classes during Thanksgiving
week. Registration fee is $75.

Email Debra Pasquerette at
debra@thewallis.org for informa-
tion.
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photo by Edwin Folven
Work continues at the future subway station near Wilshire/Fairfax,
across the street from the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.

In commemoration of National
Voter Registration Day on Sept.
22, the Hollywood Pantages
Theatre announced that a vote
center location will be estab-
lished within the venue located at
the famed intersection of
Hollywood & Vine.

The Hollywood Pantages vote
center will be in the grand lobby
of the theater and open for a five-
day period from Friday, Oct. 30,
through Monday, Nov. 2, from 10
am.to 7 p.m.

On Election Day, Tuesday,
Nov. 3 the center will be open
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

All L.A. County registered
voters are eligible to vote at the
Hollywood Pantages vote center.
The Hollywood Pantages vote
center will follow all state and
county public health and safety

guidelines.
“We are proud to work with
the Los Angeles County

Registrar-Recorder/County
Clerk to turn the Hollywood
Pantages into a vote center,”

Hollywood Pantages Theatre
to host vote center

said Jeff Loeb, general manager
of the Hollywood Pantages.
“We are thrilled to support the
county registrar in its commit-
ment to ensure voters have more
locations and greater ease of
access to exercise their right to
vote.”

All election workers at the
Vote Center will wear facial cov-
erings and gloves, and they will
wipe down surfaces and devices
on a regular basis. Voting stations
will be wiped down after each
voter, and voters who vote in per-
son will be required to wear a
facial covering, and if needed,
facial coverings and gloves will
be provided.

L.A. County residents who are
not registered to vote can go to
the vote center to register to vote
and cast a ballot via a conditional
voter registration.

The Hollywood Pantages
Theatre is located at 6233
Hollywood Blvd. For informa-
tion, visit broadwayinholly-
wood.com/vote.

Metro keeps steady pace with subway work

Stay up to date with work on the
Purple Line Extension subway in
Beverly Hills during a webinar on
Wednesday, Oct. 7, from noon to 1
p.m. The webinar will include
updates normally provided during
monthly in-person meetings at
Beverly Hills City Hall. To listen to
the meeting, call (213)279-1001,
and use the Conference ID: 909 797
664#. Phone participants will not be
able to participate in a live Q&A
session during the webinar. To have
questions answered, call (213)922-
6934, or email
purplelineext@metro.net. Allow 24
hours for a response.

Metro continues to excavate
underneath Wilshire Boulevard at
the site of the  future
Wilshire/Rodeo subway station.
Wilshire Boulevard has been
reduced to two lanes in each direc-
tion between Beverly and Canon
drives to facilitate the removal of
soil, and may be reduced to one
lane in each direction at night.
Reeves Drive will remain closed
during excavation, as well as side-
walks on the west side of Reeves
Drive and the south side Wilshire
Boulevard between Beverly and
Reeves drives.

Farther east at Wilshire/La
Cienega, subway station construc-
tion, material deliveries, instru-
mentation and concrete pouring
remain on track. Construction con-
tinues 24 hours at the staging yards
at Wilshire /La Cienega and
Wilshire/Gale. Ongoing concrete
and material deliveries to the
Wilshire/La Cienega station box
are anticipated to continue this
week. Delivery hours are 4 a.m. to
6 p.m.

On Saturday, Sept. 26, a large
concrete delivery will occur at the
subterranean  station box at
Wilshire/La Cienega. The work will
require additional lane reductions
on Wilshire Boulevard between San
Vicente and La Cienega boulevards
from 5 to 10 a.m.

Gale Drive will also be intermit-
tently closed at Wilshire Boulevard

to support construction in the Gale
staging yard. Work hours are 4 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Access to Gale Drive will
be maintained from San Vicente
Boulevard.

At the intersection  of
Wilshire/San Vicente, a K-rail
enclosure has been implemented in
the center lanes through November
to support tunnel and mitigation
work. All left turns in the intersec-
tion will be restricted. Directional
closures will be implemented on
weekends.

Station construction, hauling and
concrete pouring continue at
Wilshire/Fairfax. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between San
Diego Way and Spaulding Avenue
through summer 2021. The alley
between the Johnie’s coffee shop
building and the 99 Cents Only
store near the northwest corner of
Wilshire/Fairfax will be intermit-
tently closed. Ogden Drive will be
closed intermittently Monday
through Saturday at Wilshire
Boulevard and Orange Grove
Avenue remains closed south of
Wilshire Boulevard.

Hauling and deliveries for station
construction are also ongoing in the
Miracle Mile. Through February
2021, Wilshire Boulevard will be
reduced to two lanes in each direc-
tion between Detroit and June
streets, and Orange Drive will be
closed north of Wilshire Boulevard,
to support the construction of sta-
tion appendages adjacent to the
Wilshire/La Brea station. Daily lane
closures supporting station con-
struction will continue through the
end of 2020 and Wilshire
Boulevard may also intermittently
be reduced to a single lane in each
direction from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
9 pm. to 5 am., between Detroit
Street and Highland Avenue.

Through Friday, Sept. 25,
Sycamore Avenue will be closed
100 feet north of Wilshire
Boulevard to support work on a
waterline.

A work zone on the west side of

StreetsLA installing vote-by-mail
drop hoxes at locations citywide

To ensure registered voters in Los
Angeles County have a safe and
convenient option to cast their ballot
in the presidential general election,
StreetsLA announced on Sept. 10
that 77 vote-by-mail drop boxes will
be installed outside city public
libraries and city recreation facilities.

StreetsLA is working with Los
Angeles  County  Registrar-
Recorder/County  Clerk, who
reached out to StreetsLA — also
known as the Bureau of Street
Services — for assistance on this
request.

There will be 72 drop boxes
installed outside city public
libraries, five outside of Recreation
and Parks facilities and 46 drop
boxes placed by Recreation and
Parks in their properties, for a total
of 123 citywide. The boxes will be
easily accessible and conveniently
located for voters to drop off their
ballot.

“Nothing should keep Angelenos
from casting their ballot, because
our democracy is stronger when
more people engage in our political
process,” Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garecetti city. “It’s our responsibility
to make voting as simple, easy and
accessible as possible, and these

new ballot boxes will place the
power of participation in the heart
of local communities, preserving
and promoting every Angeleno’s
democratic rights.”

All vote-by-mail drop boxes
throughout the city and county will
be available to voters beginning
Oct. 5 — the same day L.A. County
begins mailing vote-by-mail ballots
to voters.

“Public Works is very excited to
collaborate with the L.A. County
Registrar-Recorder, along with our
fellow city departments to expand
and maximize vote-by-mail access
across Los Angeles,” Board of
Public Works President Greg Good
said. “Voting should be easy — and
providing Angelenos additional and
convenient options to send in their
ballot is something we relish being
a part of.”

“StreetsLLA is proud to assist in
this important civic initiative and I
thank the staff who are working
quickly to get these 77 convenient
mail drop boxes installed and in
place for the election,” StreetsLA
Executive Director and General
Manager Adel Hagekhalil said.

For information, visit
streetsla.lacity.org.

Metro to hold virtual public
workshops on traffic reduction

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Auth-
ority will hold four virtual public
workshops from Sept. 30 through
Oct. 6 to provide details on the
agency'’s Traffic Reduction Study.

The approximately two-year
study will focus on determining
if, where and how a potential pilot
program that includes congestion
pricing and more high-quality
transportation options could
reduce traffic to make it easier for
everyone to travel, regardless of
how they travel. Ultimately, a rec-
ommended pilot will be brought
to the Metro Board, in partnership
with one or more cities, for their
consideration.

To date, efforts to ease traffic
have not kept up with demands of
long-term regional growth. While
the COVID-19 pandemic has
reduced traffic congestion for the
moment, traffic is likely to return
and get worse as the economy
and growth get back on track. In
fact, traffic is already returning.
Over the summer months, the
overall travel on the regional free-
way system was back to 90% of
what it was before the pandemic
in January. The Traffic Reduction

Study is an initiative under
Metro’s strategic plan, Vision
2028, to make it easier to get
around L.A. and plan for a future
without chronic gridlock.

Workshops will publicly intro-
duce and explain congestion pric-
ing, describe Metro’s equity-
focused study methodology and
present next steps in the study
process for future public input.

L.A. County residents who are
interested in learning more about
this study and have questions to
ask are encouraged to register
online for these virtual meetings.
The content of all meetings will
be the same. Participants will be
able to join online or call in. Live
translations in Spanish will be
available. Meeting dates are from
11:30 am. to 1 p.m. on Sept. 30,
from 10 to 11:30 a.m.on Oct. 3, a
Spanish-only presentation from
noon to 1:30 p.m. on Oct. 3, and
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 6.

To register for a meeting, visit
metro.net/trafficreduction and
click the “connect” tab. For infor-
mation, visit
thesource.metro.net/2020/09/16/
why-are-we-pursuing-a-traffic-
reduction-study.

Wilshire Boulevard at Rimpau
Boulevard is expected to be in place
until March 2021. Concrete pouring
underground construction in the
subway tunnels is occurring in the
area.

Tunneling support and street
maintenance work is also occurring
near Wilshire/Western. Work is
ongoing 24-hours at a staging yard
just west of the intersection of
Wilshire Boulevard and Western
Avenue. Northbound Manhattan
Place will be closed intermittently
just north of Wilshire Boulevard
from 4 a.m. to midnight, Monday
through Friday, and 8 am. to 11
p.m., Saturday and Sunday. Access
to businesses will be maintained.
Intermittent single-lane closures
may also occur on Wilshire
Boulevard  between  Western
Avenue and Manhattan Place as a
public safety measure to support
ongoing excavation and construc-
tion.

For questions and concerns, call
the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.
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RESTAURANT NEWS

by Jill Weinlein

Valle opens for
outdoor dining

Experience an Oaxacan-inspired
collaboration from the Gjelina
Group behind Venice restaurants
Gjelina, Gjusta and Mtn. Valle
opened as a takeout-only concept in
May in the former Mtn space on
Abbott Kinney Boulevard. It now
has become a permanent restaurant
concept, serving a simple and
authentic menu curated by chefs
Pedro Aquina and Juan Hernandez
of Gjelina and Mtn. Menu items
include squash-blossom quesadil-

The Graves Family
LITTLEZOMMS ENGLISM TOFFER

las, tacos with achiote-rubbed
chicken, and roasted lamb and pork
belly on handmade corn tortillas.
They are making vegetable-driven
dishes that include grilled Mexican
street corn, roasted cauliflower with
vegan mole, and seasonal salads.
Order family-style pollo adobado,
carne asada and barbacoa. Be sure
to try one of the seasonal agua fres-
cas, homemade horchata, mezcal
cocktails, Mexican beers and natur-
al wines. Valle is open Wednesday
through Sunday for dinner starting
at 5 p.m. Weekend brunch on the
outdoor space or for pickup to go is

B
FARMERS MARKET

available from noon to 4 p.m. Make
a reservation to dine on OpenTable.
1305 Abbot Kinney Blvd.,
(310)299-9735.

National Bakery Day
at La Brea Bakery

ational Bakery Day is Friday,

Sept. 25, and La Brea Bakery
will be giving away 60 French demi
baguettes to café customers who
purchase an item. The breads will be
available fresh out of the oven. 468
S.La Brea Ave., (323)939-6813.

Dog Haus DIY
Oktoberwiirst kit

Don your dirndl and lederhosen
and shout “prost” with a beer

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

in one hand and a Dog Haus
sausage in the other at home. Dog
Haus Wiirstmacher and TV person-
ality Adam Gertler has created a
one-third pound Cajun spiced
Emmental cheese stuffed bierwurst,
topped with caramelized onions,
sauerkraut, mustard aioli and scal-
lions. It’s all served on grilled
King's Hawaiian rolls, and available
at Dog Haus locations nationwide
through Oct. 31. Participating Dog
Haus locations are offering a DIY
Oktoberwiirst Pod Party Kit and
Oktoberwtirst Pod Party Pack now
through Oct. 31. The DIY kit allows
guests to grill their own sausages at
home with six Oktoberwiirsts hand-
crafted sausages, King’s Hawaiian
rolls, sauerkraut, caramelized
onions, mustard aioli and scallions.
Dog Haus is also offering a ready-

Thante You
FOR SUPPORTING OUR
FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESSES!

6333 W. THIRD ST.+ LOS ANGELES - 323.933.9211

FARMERSMARKETLA.COM « F11J ™ »iD /FARMERSMARKETLA

, Break the Fast at Du-par’s!

Enjoy a stack of Pancakes served with

melted butter and maple syrup.

Since 1938

RESTAURANT
& BAKERY

@ Follow Us!
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Market ¢ 3rd & Fairfax

(323)933-8446 ¢ (323)933-8447 ¢ Frances@dupars-psr.com

to-eat pack for this limited-time.
Guests who order a Pod Party Pack
of six or more will receive 10% off.
Dog Haus will donate $6 from
every DIY kit and pack sold to No
Kid Hungry. doghaus.com.

Beyond beef Italian
meatballs at Corner
Bakery and home

Corner Bakery launched two
new menu items featuring
meatballs made with Beyond beef.
Every meatball that Corner Bakery
prepares is hand-crafted and rolled
to perfection, combining Beyond
beef with savory elements like
herbs, garlic, Parmesan cheese and
breadcrumbs. It’s available as a

L

The Kipper Famiy
KIS TOVLAND

Dine-In,
Take Out &
Delive

Juicy Burger
BLT
Waldorf Salad
Bacon & Eggs
We have it ALL!
Don't forget our
delicious PIES!

Du.
~

. Marco

Serving the finest meats and poultry in Los Angeles
Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 79 Years

OPEN EVERYDAY!

Better than the Best!

$4.98 per pound

Limit 5 pounds with ad only ® Regular great price $7.98 per pound

Now Carrying

In Emily’s Kitchen Spices!
Try the Steak & Burger Blend ’
on our Gourmet Burgers!

6333 W. Third St. ® Farmers Market © 323.938.5131

www.marcondas.com

nda’s Gourmet Burger Blend!

¥ . .
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|
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panini with provolone and marinara
sauce on grilled sourdough and in
linguine topped with Parmesan
cheese and marinara sauce. You can
also elevate your homemade
spaghetti or sandwich with pre-
formed and ready-to-cook, nutri-
tious, plant-based meatballs. They
offer 19 grams of protein from
peas, mung beans, fava beans and
brown rice. Starting this week, find
Beyond meatballs in the fresh meat
aisle at grocery stores nationwide
including  Albertsons, Bristol
Farms, Gelson's, Lazy Acres,
Ralph's, Sprouts and Whole Foods
Market. beyondmeat.com. 100 N.
La Cienega Blvd., (310)358-9146.

Miami Cocktails
in a can

his organic, bottled craft cock-

tail company focuses on hand-
crafting authentic wine- and spirit-
based drinks using only the highest
quality, 100% natural ingredients
with no artificial flavors, colors,
sweeteners, additives or preserva-
tives. Each canned cocktail has 110
calories. Miami Cocktail Company
makes sangria spritz, paloma spritz,
bellini spritz, margarita spritz and

mimosa spritz in a can. They are
great for backyard barbecues, a day
in the park or beach, or to sip while
watching Netflix. Order online and
receive a $5 shipping to your home
when you enter promo code GOOP.
miamicocktail.com.

Blaze pizza special

hef Brad has a new secret pizza

creation coming out on
Monday, Oct. 19. Blaze Reward
members now have the chance to
be the first to taste his new hot pizza
for free. Just check in or order
online a total of three times
between now and Oct. 19. After
three times, a free 1l-inch pizza
reward will appear in your Blaze
Rewards account. 110 S. Fairfax
Ave., (323)931-1197; 6290 Sunset
Blvd., (626)538-2235.

Free coffee at Trejos
Coffee and Donuts

n Tuesday, Sept. 29, Danny
Trejo at Trejos Coffee and
Donuts is celebrating National
Coffee Day by giving a free 12-
ounce cup of house-blend drip cof-

fee to guests when one donut is pur-
chased. The hours for this special
are from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 6785 Santa
Monica Blvd., (323)462-4600.

Randy’s Donuts
Halloween

n light of L.A. County’s decision

to lockdown Halloween activi-
ties, Randy’s Donuts is offering
families free candy-topped Randy’s
Rounds for every child age 15 and
under. Children can come in cos-
tume or no costume to get their
treats at any Randy’s Donuts loca-
tion on Halloween. This special is
available for takeout, drive-thru or
delivery on Postmates, DoorDash
and Uber Eats while supplies last.
Randy’s Donuts new monthly fla-
vors includes two raised donuts.
One is topped with chocolate frost-
ing, Cookie Crisp bites and choco-
late drizzle, and the other raised
donut is topped with vanilla icing
and Cocoa Pebbles. Both are avail-
able until Wednesday, Sept. 30.
randysdonuts.com. 10250 Santa
Monica Blvd., (424)335-0211; 805
W. Manchester Blvd., (310)645-
4707;230 S. Lake Ave., Unit #2,
Pasadena, (626)365-1216.

photo courtesy of Beverly Wilshire, A Four Seasons Hotel

Beverly Wilshire Reopens Oct. 1

B everly Wilshire, A Four Seasons Hotel will reopen its legendary doors
on October 1. Local and international guests will be able to once again
enjoy a timeless stay in the heart of Beverly Hills.

“We’ve been preparing for this day for more than six months,” said
Regional Vice President and General Manager Peter Humig. “It’s invigo-
rating to not only welcome our esteemed employees back, but our distin-
guished guests as well — with the utmost care.”

The hotel will feature Four Seasons new Lead With Care program to
provide guests and employees with the confidence and assurance that their
health and safety is the hotel’s first priority, Humig added.

Modified services and amenities include pool hours from 6:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. and in-room dining from 6:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. The hotel’s
restaurants CUT and THEBIvd remain closed for now, as well as The Spa
and fitness center. Special hotel packages are offered and can be found at
fourseasons.com/beverlywilshire.
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FARMERS IAKET

EAT &
DRINK &
ROCK &
ROLL!

Thant You
FOR SUPPORTING OUR
FAMILY-OWNED RESTAURANTS!

6333 W. THIRD ST.+ LOS ANGELES - 323.933.9211
FARMERSMARKETLA.COM + F111 ™ =0 /FARMERSMARKETLA

ALL DAY MENU
DAILY 11AM -11PM
SUNDAY ROAST
SUNDAY’S NOON - 4PM

HAPPY HOUR
3PM - 6PM

LOCK-IN HOUR

FRI, SAT & SUN 9:30PM - 11PM

Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St.
markettavernla.com

BRENDAN COLLINS/CARY TWINN

EXECUTIVE CHMEF ALVIN KU
S0US CHEF CREC JACRSON

10% OFF YOUR ORDER WITH THIS AD!

Market Tavern is a new British-Californian restaurant thoughtfully inspired by the vibe of the Farmers Market,
great food and rock music. Enjoy a pint with English breakfast, fish n' chips or Chef Brendan's Sunday Roast with all the trimmings.
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PoLICE BLOTTER

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Sept. 11 and Sept. 19. The information was compiled from www.crimemap-
ping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los
Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and
the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

Sept. 13

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of
Rodeo at 1:38 p.m.

At 8:13 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Crescent and Santa
Monica.

A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs in the 9900
block of Santa Monica at 10:35
p.m.

Sept. 14

At 4:32 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 500
block of Palm.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of
Canon at 1:53 p.m.

At 3:58 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of Foothill.

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 9800 block of Santa Monica
at 8 p.m.

Sept. 15

At 8:21 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9600 block of Wilshire.

Sept. 17

At 11:57 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the
8300 block of Wilshire.

Sept. 18

At 2:39 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 9700 block
of Wilshire.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

Sept. 13

At 12:58 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 7600
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 600 block of West Knoll
at 1:20 a.m.

At 12:06 p.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 1200 block of
N. Hayworth.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Doheny
and Sunset at 4 p.m.

At 9:26 p.m., an unknown suspect

committed a petty theft in the 800
block of Westbourne.

Sept. 14
At 11:34 a.m., an unknown sus-

pect committed a petty theft in the
1000 block of Fuller.

Sept. 15

At 4:22 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 8400

block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of N. La
Cienega at 5 a.m.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 9000
block of Beverly.

Sept. 16

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Holloway
and Sunset at 12:59 a.m.

At noon, an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1100
block of Detroit.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7800 block of
Santa Monica at 12:48 p.m.

Sept. 17

At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
9000 block of Rangeley.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of N. La
Cienega at 9:50 a.m.

At 7:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1200
block of Havenhurst.

Sept. 18

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8200 block of Santa
Monica at 3:33 a.m.

At 2:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8600
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1200 block of Olive
at 6 p.m.

Sept. 19

At 12:20 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
8800 block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of
Melrose and West Knoll at 11:45
a.m.

At 12:20 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 8500
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of San
Vicente and Santa Monica at 7
p.m.

At 9:30 p.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 700 block of
Westbourne.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8400 block of Sunset at
11:30 p.m.

Los Angeles Police
Department

Sept. 11

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 7200 block of
Sunset at 3 a.m.

At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1500 block of N. Wilton.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 2000 block of N.
Highland at 7:10 a.m.

At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6100
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7400 block of
Sunset at 1 p.m.

At 1:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of S. Citrus.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Las
Palmas and Selma at 3:30 p.m.

At 7:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
5400 block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 7900 block of Beverly
at 9:30 p.m.

Sept. 12

An unknown suspect committed a
theft in the 5500 block of
Hollywood at 2:50 a.m.

At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5500
block of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6100 block of
Wilshire at 7:25 a.m.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1900 block of Grace.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of S. La
Brea at noon.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5800
block of Franklin.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
N. Martel at 5:30 p.m.

Sept. 13

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 900 block of S.
Fairfax at 7 a.m.

At 12:58 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the
8500 block of Burton Way.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 900 block of
S. Burnside at 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
900 block of S. Burnside.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 100 block of N.
Detroit at 3 p.m.

At 3:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5900
block of Barton.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8200 block of Santa
Monica at 6:46 p.m.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7000 block of Hawthorn.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 5400 block of Rosewood
at 7:35 p.m.

At 9:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
First and Orange.

Sept. 14

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1700 block of N.
Fuller at 12:01 a.m.

At 2:28 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of S. Wilton.

An unknown suspect burglarized a

vehicle parked in the 8300 block of
Beverly at 3:10 a.m.

At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1500
block of N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5700 block of
Carlton at 7:30 p.m.

At 11:34 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
1000 block of Fuller.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 100 block of S.
Robertson at noon.

At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 100 block of
N. Fairfax.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 100 block of N.
La Cienega at 5:30 p.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
5500 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 500 block of June
at 6:50 p.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
2000 block of Pinehurst.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 100 block of N.
Formosa at 9 p.m.

At 11:15 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim near the cor-
ner of Lilian and Eleanor.

Sept. 15

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1100 block
of Curson.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 1600 block of N. Martel
at 1:25 a.m.

At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1500
block of Vine.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Melrose and Fuller at 9:30 a.m.

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6700
block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of N.
Stanley at 10 a.m.

At noon, an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 100
block of S. Robertson.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7100 block of
Sunset at 3:20 p.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1700 block of N. Las Palmas.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Las Palmas and Schrader at 8:15
p.m.

At 9:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
5700 block of La Mirada.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Hollywood and Wilcox at 9:55 p.m.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of N. Kilkea.

Sept. 16

At 4:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8400 block
of W. Third.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 500 block of
S. Rimpau at 6 a.m.

At 6:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1200
block of N. Sycamore.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1500 block of N.
Curson at 2:30 p.m.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7200
block of Beverly.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of N. La
Brea at 4:15 p.m.

At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1600
block of N. Orange.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
S. Cloverdale at 6 p.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1600 block of Poinsettia.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 400 block of N.
June at 9 p.m.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1600
block of N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 2000 block of
Glencoe at 11 p.m.

At 11:31 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim in the 8400
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8100 block of
W. Fourth at 11:35 p.m.

Sept. 17

At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 1100 block of N.
Beachwood.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of
Sunset and Gower at 2:40 a.m.

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7500
block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 6200 block of Hollywood
at 11:30 p.m.

Sept. 18

At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
600 block of N. Detroit.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1500 block of N.
La Brea at 1 am.

At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7200
block of Franklin.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1600 block of
N Orange at 9:30 a.m.

At 10:20 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
1900 block of Cheremoya.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 500 block of
N. Windsor at noon.

At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7500
block of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7600 block of
Hollywood at 2:30 p.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1100 block of Vine.

Sept. 19

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7100
block of Sunset.
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The future looks brighter at Leviathan

In 2014, I reviewed Scratch Bar
on La Cienega, after hearing about
this hot new chef - Phillip
Frankland Lee and his pastry chef
wife, Margarita. Both in their 20s,
they were talented, creative, ambi-
tious and confident. They offered a
one-of-a-kind, multi-course meal
and a la carte items.

I followed them when they
moved Scratch Bar to the San
Fernando Valley.Next, they opened
a vegan restaurant, the Gardarene
Swine in Studio City, preparing
exotic vegan dishes that no one has
ever tasted before, and soon, Phillip
was cast on Bravo’s “Top Chef”
television show. With his success
and fame, he and Margarita opened
restaurants in Santa Barbara and
Sushi Bar in Encino.

When the pandemic hit in March,
they put the interior seating inside
Scratch Bar on ice and quickly
offered Sushi Bar boxes for take-
out. During this lull, this dynamic
duo formulated their next restaurant
concept. They took over a space in
Encino and designed an outdoor
dining terrace and hired chef de
cuisine Dylan Stage to collaborate
in creating an outdoor kitchen for
wood-fired food. The menu at the
new Leviathan draws inspiration
from Stage’s years spent cooking in
some of Spain’s top Michelin-
starred restaurants and notable
restaurants in New York City.

“The name Leviathan, referenc-
ing a powerful mythological sea
creature, perfectly encapsulates the
kind of impactful flavor combina-
tions and creative plates designed
for our seafood-focused menu,”
Phillip said.

Last week, my husband and I vis-

By Jill Weinlein

ited his all-outdoor, 16-seat restau-
rant and were greeted by his per-
sonable sommelier/manager/server
Austin Ferrier. We were seated at a
table for two and received the one-
sheet menu.

“Leviathan offers tapas-style din-
ing, where guests usually choose
three items each,” Ferrier said.

Grilled seafood, an American or
Japanese Wagyu ribeye served with
turnips, figs and peanuts; and a
pork belly dish served with melon
and mint in a savory broth are
offered as entrées, and a variety of
interesting small plates or starters.

On the backside of the menu are
four cocktails that include a ver-
mouth spritz, classic daiquiri, bour-
bon and lime with allspice called
the Lion’s Tale, and a gin and tonic
with rosemary. They also serve five
different beers, four different 5-
ounce sakes and a handful of aperi-
tifs and digestives.

Looking over the wines, Ferrier
has curated a few bottles of bubbly
and rosé but focused his list on
some interesting white and red
wines. He recommended I try the
2018 Domaine Mittnacht Cuvee
Gyotaku. Made in France with a
blend of different wine grapes

including pinot blanc, riesling,
muscat, pinot gris and gewiirz-
traminer, it’s surprisingly not too
sweet, and paired nicely with the
shima-aji (striped jack) in a cucum-
ber and shiso broth that is enhanced
with a melon granita that melts to
create a sweetness to balance the
earthiness of the broth. On top were
crispy and slightly salty tapioca
puffed pearl crackers.

For another white wine, Ferrier
suggested the Isabelle Garrault
Sancerre, a French wine made with
100% sauvignon blanc grapes. This
paired well with the grilled Santa
Barbara spot prawn served on
tomato bisque with a halved hard-
boiled quail egg and bottarga (salty
fish roe).

The fire-grilled lobster was split
in half and included a claw, so din-
ers receive plenty of meat. It was
accompanied by a small dish of
long fennel ribbons with sliced
peaches and a mild yogurt dressing.

The team of chefs at the grill did
a nice job, especially with the king
crab, which they shelled and placed
in a basket to grill before arranging
the tender, succulent white meat on
top of thick slices of juicy water-
melon with a dollop of creamy
ricotta, a sprinkle of micro greens
and colorful sliced cherry tomatoes.

Six lucky distanced diners can
watch the action of the outdoor grill
at a special chef’s counter with
removable plexiglass partitions.
They can watch the ocean trout,
which looks and tastes similar to
salmon, be grilled to the perfect
temperature. It’s placed on a plate
with ribbons of cabbage bathed in a
mustard sauce, next to sliced potato
and tender lentil salad.

Nate ‘n Al’'s continues operatlons on North Beverly Drive

The city of Beverly Hills and
Nate ‘n Al’s announced on Sept. 23
that the iconic Beverly Hills deli
will continue to operate at its current
location at 414 N. Beverly Drive
and will eventually relocate, hope-
fully to a new space within the city.

When the original Nate ‘n Al’s
building was sold and the lease on
North Beverly Drive ended, the
owners of Nate ‘n Al’s had hoped to
make a move to a new space owned
by the city located on North Canon
Drive. Unfortunately, after careful
review with the owners and the city,
it was determined that the facility
would not meet the needs of the
restaurant, and Nate ‘n Al’s will not
be going forward with the proposed
move to that space.

“While we are certainly disap-
pointed the space on Canon was not
a fit, we are hopeful the legendary
Nate ‘n Al’s will continue to call
Beverly Hills home for generations
to come,” Mayor Lester Friedman
said.

“The new owner of the 414 N.
Beverly Drive building has gra-
ciously allowed us to remain at the
current location for now,” Nate ‘n
Al’s owner Shelli Azoff said. “Our
plan is to stay at our current location
on Beverly Drive until we have
some clarity and evaluate what our
location choices are moving for-
ward. The city has supported us
throughout this process, and we
know they will help us in the future.

photo courtesy of Nate ‘n Al’s

The deli has been operating since 1945 in the city of Beverly Hills.

It is our hope to remain in Beverly
Hills, where the Mendelsons started
their journey in 1945 and have pro-
vided us with the best deli around.
We continue to offer delivery and

curbside service during the pandem-
ic, and don’t be surprised if you see
a few new items on the menu.”

For information,
natenals.com.
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The grilled baby octopus at Leviathan is served with black rice and pars-

ley cream.

The most dramatic looking dish
was the baby octopus served on top
of garlicky midnight black rice and
dots of parsley cream.

Save room for pastry chef
Margarita’s creamy lavender sour-
dough panna cotta, which is present-
ed in an interestingly shaped bowl
and topped with a sprinkling of sea
salt, lavender seeds and blossoms
for a truly pleasing botanical finish.

The restaurant is worth the drive
to experience treasures from the sea
prepared to please all of your sens-
es. The grill is fired up on
Wednesday through Sunday from 5
to 10 p.m. Dishes range in price
from $17 to $42. There is street
meter parking or $5 parking in the
Encino Place complex. 16101
Ventura Blvd., Encino; (818)876-
0818.

Open during
High Holidays!

Break the Fast with our take-out menu

Pick up bakery items for
your Holiday table!

Phone in an order and

we'll have it ready for pick up!

Or get it delivered through Postmates!
Our deli, bakery and all

of your favorites are available!

World Famous, Award Winning Restaurant - Deli - Bakery * Bar
419 N. Fairfax Ave. (323) 651-2030

Postmates
Since 1931

4



http://www.cantersdeli.com/
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LGBT Center begins search to succeed retiring CEQ

The Los Angeles LGBT Center
announced the start of its search
for a successor to CEO Lorri L.
Jean, who will retire in July 2022.
The search will be led by the cen-
ter’s board of directors and
national search firm Koya
Leadership Partners.

“We’ve been so fortunate to
have a strong leader for so long,
and now we must prepare for the
next chapter. Our board has liter-
ally put years of thought into
preparing for this transition to
ensure that our next CEO will be
a tremendous success, exactly as
our beloved organization and
community deserve,” board co-
chairs Susan Feniger and David
Bailey wrote in a letter to donors
about the transition.

At the time of her retirement,
Jean will have led the LGBT
Center for more than 25 years.

“I will have plenty of time to
reflect on my retirement and time
at the center in a couple of years.
Right now, my primary focus is
helping our center and communi-
ty get through this pandemic and
the relentless attacks by the
Trump administration. In fact,
these current challenges reinforce
how important it is to help pre-

image courtesy of the Los Angeles LGBT Center
Lorri L. Jean

pare this organization for a suc-
cessful future,” Jean said. “And,
as a future constituent of the cen-
ter, I can say wholeheartedly that
it’s exciting to consider the
prospect of a new center leader
who has a fresh perspective and
the talents and skills necessary to
take the organization into the
future.”

The new candidate will start in
May 2021 as executive director
and will work with Jean and
senior staff to assure a smooth
transition before assuming the
role of CEO in July 2022.

The center is by far the world’s
largest and most complex
LGBTQ organization and is big-
ger than 95% of all nonprofit
organizations in the country. The
14-month transition period will
provide time for the new execu-
tive director to establish an in-
depth knowledge of the center’s
diverse programs and services
and its multiple service locations
in Hollywood, South Los
Angeles, Boyle Heights,
Koreatown and West Hollywood.

The transition period will also
provide time for guidance from
Jean and the executive team on
the broad set of budgetary,
fundraising and management
skills necessary to lead an organi-
zation of its size and complexity.
This includes building an array of
relationships with community
members, elected officials,
donors, media and organizational
colleagues.

For information, visit lalgbt-
center.org/ceosearch.

Federal funds bring senior
housing to Fairfax Avenue

FAIRFAX

SIDENT

Former Vice President Walter F. Mondale was shown in this photo-
graph in the Sept. 18, 1980, issue of the Park Labrea News announcing
an $8 million federal grant for construction of the Fairfax Towers
apartments, located in what is now West Hollywood. Mondale was
joined by former Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley and other local
leaders in announcing that federal funds had been awarded to the
Young Israel Community Development Corporation, which built the
project. The 150-unit building at 1222 N. Fairfax Ave. still provides
affordable housing for seniors.

Los Angeles LGBT Center raises $1.3M in live telethon

With donations still rolling in
and being tabulated, the Los
Angeles LGBT Center is
approaching the $1.3 million mark
in support from its first-ever live
telethon, “Love in Action.”

Presented by the Ariadne Getty
Foundation, the inaugural two-
hour telethon, which aired on
KTLA 5 and livestreamed world-
wide on Sept. 12, was hosted by
Emmy Award-winning actress
Jane Lynch and KTLA 5 news
anchor Cher Calvin, with drag
superstar Manila Luzon emceeing
in studio as the telethon’s “Cash
Queen.”

Love in Action showcased
appearances and performances by
a roster of A-list entertainers

including Cher, Cyndi Lauper,
Lily Tomlin and many others.

“When we approached KTLA 5
just over two months ago with a
proposal for a live telethon to ben-
efit our community during
COVID-19, we had no idea what
to expect or how much money we
were going to raise. I am over-
joyed to say that the telethon
exceeded our expectations — we
are astounded not only by the
enormous amount of money we
raised but also by the outpouring
of compassion and generosity
shown by the viewers in Los
Angeles and around the world,”
LGBT Center CEO Lorri L. Jean
said.

“The money we generated in

support of our telethon began
being used the very next day to
help some of the most vulnerable
people in Los Angeles, which
means the center can continue to
serve as a first-responder for the
LGBTQ community during the
pandemic,talent for this urgent
cause,” she added.

Since 1969, the Los Angeles
LGBT Center has cared for, cham-
pioned and celebrated LGBT indi-
viduals and families in Los
Angeles and beyond. Today, the
center's nearly 800 employees
provide services for more LGBT
people than any other organization
in the world.

Donations are still being accept-
ed online at lalgbtcenter.org/love.

image courtesy of the Los Angeles LGBT Center
Cyndi Lauper was among those to perform at the LGBT Center’s telethon.

Robey Theatre Company releases nine play scripts

For 26 years, the Robey
Theatre Company has made its
mission the telling of the stories
of the Black global diaspora on
stage. It is now also doing so in
print. The Robey Theatre
Company Playwriting Series cur-
rently has nine play scripts in
publication, available in paper-
back edition and also in Kindle
format. These plays, all by Black
playwrights, are available through
Amazon.

“Birdland Blue” by Randy
Ross is a two-act play which
offers a fictionalized riff on a
sticky, warm night in the life of
legendary musician Miles Davis.

“Pity the Proud Ones” by Kurt
Maxey takes place in 1915 when
America is about to lose its inno-
cence. Martin O’Grady has lost
his, and his mulatto son shows no
intention of letting it be forgotten.

“The Emperor’s Last
Performance” by Melvin Ishmael
Johnson delves into Charles
Gilpin’s performance in Eugene
O’Neill’s play, “The Emperor

Jones,” which propelled him to
the height of his craft but left him
feeling that his greatest perfor-
mance was in pretending that he
liked the role that made him a
star.

“Sabado Mornings” by George
Corbin is set in contemporary Los
Angeles where Eddie, an ex-
LAPD detective and widower, is
struggling with personal pain and
shame over his wife’s unneces-
sary death.

“92 Grove Street” by Randy
Ross begins in 1963 with a fiery
minister, Malcolm X, and a strug-
gling writer, Alex Haley, meeting
late at night in a small room to
create what would become a
touchstone book of the 20th cen-

tury, "The Autobiography of
Malcolm X".
“The Magnificent Dunbar

Hotel” by Levy Lee Simon is a
journey back to the '30s and '40s
on Central Avenue in L.A., where
jazz was the music of the day and
the Magnificent Dunbar Hotel
stood high and majestic on

Central Avenue, the place to be
for the Black community.

“The Wrong Kind of People”
by George Corbin is the story of
Theo, an African-American law
student needing privacy to study
for the California Bar Exam in
1942.

“The Reckoning” by Kimba
Henderson is the story of one
plantation, two families and many
secrets.

“The Daughters of the Kush”
by George Corbin tells the story
of Kathy Greenberg Battle, a
young white woman raised in
Black culture who decides to
pledge the only African-
American sorority at the small,
midwestern university she attends
in 1963.

With the exception of “The
Magnificent Dunbar Hotel,” all of
the plays were developed in
whole or in part in the Robey
Theatre Company Playwrights
Lab.

For information, visit robeythe-
atrecompany.org.

Show Your Patriotism!
Election is Nov. 3!

We have
bunting,
flags,
paper goods
& political
party favors

* party decorations

* balloons

* banners

* pinatas

- plates, cups,
utensils

Vine American
Party Store

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124
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‘Selena + Chef’ dishes comfort viewing for pandemic

Quarantine sent film and tele-
vision into a weird kind of
limbo — previously renewed
shows now canceled and delays
for everything. But one thing is
eternal: reality TV. Somehow
the same genre that elevated a
dope to the Oval Office now
offers up a delicious series to
quell our appetites, both for
escapism and a good meal.

“Selena + Chef,” featuring
the misadventures of Ms.
Gomez in the kitchen, isn't even
the first quarantine cooking
show. But unlike the Food
Network’s “Amy Schumer
Learns to Cook,” this one’s a
tad more polished and struc-
tured. In lieu of improv comedy,
the humor relies on blunders. At
least Schumer could mix drinks;
Gomez can’t locate a proper
bottle opener.

Sure, she might know her
way into the hearts of tweens
and tweens at heart (insanely
catchy ballad “Lose You To
Love Me” deserves all the
praise), but the former Disney
star never learned her way
around a kitchen. What better
time to remedy that than during
a pandemic, quarantining with a
couple friends and grandpar-
ents?

Instead of a reality show
designed to make us feel superi-
or to vapid people, “Selena +
Chef” presents a relatable
premise: learning to cook with
that all that unexpected free
time (if anyone can explain
“free time” to a parent of twins,
please message me at don-
teven@hottakes.cmon).

You might recall the early

ON SCREEN
WITH

TIM POSADA

days of the pandemic — more
than 1,000 years ago, by my
count — a flour shortage
accompanied all those empty
racks that once housed TP. A
new generation of aspiring bak-
ers, chocolatiers and cooks
emerged ready to master the
perfect ganache or simply
spruce up dinner with Chrissy
Teigen’s 2016 cookbook.

But celebs hobby different
than the rest of us muggles —
no need for the ancient wisdom
of Childs or Stewart on static
pages. Gomez can beam the
trendiest chefs into her Encino
mansion to walk her through
recipes, simple and complicat-
ed.

The series’ editors poke fun at
her unschooled methods with
high-tech graphics like a circle
or arrow signaling something
Gomez does wrong.

Add to that dangerous cutlery
techniques, squeamish reactions
to handling a whole chicken and
appliance illiteracy. But as chef
Gusteau once said, “Anyone
can cook.”

Minus the occasional oven
fire and misshaped outcomes,
Gomez attacks each new chal-
lenge as a curious padawan, an
inquisitive squire accepting the
escalating demands by degrees.
All this occurs without tiresome
drama or oversaturated produc-
tion that falsely heightens each

episode’s stakes.

Gomez needs not such things.
She’s just absurdly charming
when she discusses upcoming
projects, drops subtle digs about
exes (only one comes to mind
though) and pokes fun at her
own inadequate knowledge of
culinary arts, something all
chefs acknowledge in their spe-
cial, occasionally comical,
ways.

As any student knows, teach-
ers across the same discipline
approach the same topic differ-
ently. Ms. Gomez learns this the
hard way. Ludo Lefebvre (Trois
Mec and Petit Trois, both on
Highland Avenue) cares little
about alleviating stress when a
French omelette and cheese
soufflé are on the line.

Juxtapose his iron fist to
Candice Kumai’s (author and
“Cook Yourself Thin” host)
looser guidelines on portions,
complemented by eternal
patience with more smiles than
Tom Cruise jumping on Oprah’s
couch.

Some guests handle their
screen time with the actor-musi-
cian more gracefully. Roy Choi,
who works closely with Jon
Favreau in Netflix’s “The Chef
Show,” walks Gomez through
some incredible street tacos
without missing a beat, though
he takes a moment to mention
how her songs scored points
raising his daughter.

Daniel Holzman (New York’s
the Meatball Shop) embraces
his nerdom. Tanya Holland
(Oakland’s  Brown  Sugar
Kitchen) even makes plans to
drop off the meal she concocts

photo courtesy of the Food Network

Selena Gomez takes to the kitchen as part “Selena + Chef,” a new

food show on the Food Network.

virtually alongside Gomez to a
friend (that’s pretty stinking
charming too). And Jon Shook
and Vinny Dotolo (Jon &
Vinny’s on Fairfax Avenue)
match Gomez in sheer delight-
fulness.

Gomez doesn’t embark on
this journey alone. Roommates
and BFFs Liz Golden and
Raquelle Stevens wander across
several of the cameras placed
around the kitchen and portions
of a neighboring room, while
grandparents Debbie and David
Cornett provide the necessary
snark only family can provide.

I’'m not convinced Gomez
and Co. have futures as food
critics, since every meal earns a
verbal five out of five (I'm sure
each meal rocked). Then again,

dipping raw cucumber slices in
pineapple guacamole is an odd-
ity too far, despite chef Angelo
Sosa’s sweet-salt-sour thesis.
Still, Gomez rightly shuts down
white chocolate shavings atop
that guac.

Each of the 10 episodes
includes a $10,000 donation to
a charity of the featured chef’s
choosing, and simple recipes
are available on the show’s
HBO Max page.

This is feel-good viewing
that’s best meant to serve as a
tutorial on creating fine dining.
More than that, it reminds us all
that folks as good hearted as
Selena Gomez deserve more
attention, so prepare yourselves
for season 2.

Bon appétit!

‘Democracy 2020: Craft & the Election’ begins Sept. 26

Craft in America Center will
present a dynamic virtual exhi-
bition of works made by 20
artists from across the U.S. to
address key issues underlying
the 2020 election and the
American political landscape.
The exhibit, “Democracy 2020:
Craft & the Election” is poised
to launch Sept. 26 online and in
Craft’s windows.

Employing glass, fiber,
ceramics, metal, wood and var-
ious other craft-based materials
of everyday life, these high-
lighted artists use their media to
voice concerns, point out injus-
tice and inequity, and potential-
ly instill hope for a better future

“This exhibition evolved as a
response to the social dilemmas
and crisis that surged over the
past year. Art can mirror what
takes place in a society and it is
often prophetic,” a release by
Craft in American Center stat-
ed.

“Democracy 2020 aism to to
raise awareness about the
democratic process and inspire
conversations through the
objects included in the exhibi-
tion.

In addition to existing as a
digital exhibition, select works
will be displayed in the Craft in
America Center's public win-
dows onto West Third Street in
Los Angeles on a rotating basis.
The objects will be safely view-
able by the public from outside
the space at all hours, day or

\_ 4

photo courtesy of Craft in America Center
Joan Takayama-Ogawa’s “Failed
Democracy,” 2020, is a glazed
and gilded ceramic syringe.

night. In addition, Craft will be
producing short capsule videos
in which the artists explain, in
their own words, what their
objects mean to them and what
they hope for viewers to take
away and keep in mind as we
face voting in the next election.

The objects in “Democracy
2020 touch on the spectrum of
topics that shape the fiber of
our nation and our societal con-
flicts. These gathered objects
address environmental policy,
race, the military, gun violence,
reproductive rights, the need
for economic regulation and
much more.

A handwoven portrait sug-
gests, what if  George
Washington were black? How
does race play a role in the
mythology of the country?

Cups bring the subjects of war,
exploitation, destruction and
corruption into our most used
objects for everyday existence.
And glass and bullet casings
touch on the desecration of
indigenous lands and rights.

Essential to this year's elec-
tion are the issues of climate
change and environmental poli-
cy. By creating objects that
convey and confront subjects
including oil drilling, species
endangerment, fracking,
resource exploitation, clean
water and more concerns,
artists raise awareness and initi-
ate a dialogue through the lan-
guage of art. These artists give
shape and form to issues that
we are all facing in the tenuous
survival of our society.

This exhibition is presented
in conjunction with the upcom-
ing episode “Democracy” in
America's PBS documentary of
the same name.

Visit craftinamerica.org/center.

photo courtesy of Craft in America Center
Deborah Nehmad’s “Old
Glory?,” 2017, features waxed
handmade Nepalese paper,
hand stitching, pigmented
prints, pyrography and collage.
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BH Chamber PAC announces BHUSD endorsements

The Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce Leadership Political
Action Committee has endorsed
Mary Wells, Frank Chechel and
Donna Tryfman for Beverly Hills
Unified School District Board of
Education for the Nov. 3 election.

The PAC believes that the key
challenges facing the school dis-
trict include ensuring the eventual
safe return to physical instruction
following the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, continuing to enhance the qual-
ity of children’s education, prompt-
ly concluding the expensive litiga-
tion against the L.A. Metro Purple
Line Extension subway project and
strategic management of BHUSD
resources.

Wells, Chechel and Tryfman
have the leadership qualities, expe-
rience and skills to tackle the
important issues facing the school
district, the PAC said in a state-
ment, and the PAC believes their
election will support a vibrant and
improved school experience in
Beverly Hills.

The Leadership PAC also sup-
ports incumbent Richard Bloom
for California Assembly. Bloom
has been a committed and involved

legislator and supported several
important initiatives in the commu-
nity, the PAC said.

The Leadership PAC has also
taken positions on the several bal-
lot measures for the November
election.

On Beverly Hills Measure RP,
the PAC supports a yes vote. The
County of Los Angeles or another
entity could seek to raise the sales
tax rate in Beverly Hills. Measure
RP provides that, if and only if
such new taxes are passed, the new
sales tax revenue would flow to the
city of Beverly Hills. This impor-
tant measure will ensure that sales
tax revenue raised through local
businesses will flow back into the
local community.

On Proposition 15, Proposition
21 and Proposition 24, the PAC
encourages votes against the mea-
sures.

Proposition 15 will raise taxes on
commercial properties, undoing
the protections of Proposition 13
and leading to higher costs for all
businesses, including small busi-
nesses. At a time when many busi-
nesses are struggling to survive, the
last thing California needs to be

doing is raising taxes on them, the
PAC said.

Proposition 21 would remove
restrictions on the ability of cities
to impose rent control. Proposition
21 does nothing to increase the
supply of housing in California and
will make the housing problem
worse by discouraging developers
from investing in and building new
housing, the PAC said. It would
also provide increased ability to
California’s nearly 500 cities to
enact their own rent control rules,
leading to a confusing and ineffec-
tive patchwork of laws, the PAC
added.

For Proposition 24, California
already has some of the most
robust privacy protections any-
where through the recently passed
California Consumer Privacy Act.
With businesses having just spent
money to comply with the CCPA,
Proposition 24 aims to replace the
CCPA and would create yet anoth-
er state bureaucracy and additional
regulations that will place a stran-
glehold on businesses, the PAC
said.

For information, visit beverly-
hillschamber.com.

Melvoin names former councilwoman,
controller to redistricting commission

Los Angeles Unified School
District Board of Education mem-
ber Nick Melvoin, 4th District, has
appointed former City
Councilwoman and City Controller
Wendy Greuel to the Los Angeles
Redistricting Commission. The
commission will be responsible for
drawing the district maps for each
LAUSD’s seven districts. This
process takes place every 10 years
after the completion of the census.

Greuel is a lifelong Angeleno,
LAUSD graduate and parent, and
public servant who has spent her
career advocating on policy issues
such as child care, housing and
public education. In addition to
serving on the L.A. City Council

and as the city controller, she
served in President Bill Clinton’s
administration as the Southern
California regional director at the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development and was appointed
by Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti in 2016 to serve as the
chair of the Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority.

She also serves on the L.A.
Unified Advisory Task Force creat-
ed by former Superintendent
Michelle King to help the district
serve its families and school com-
munities more efficiently and
transparently.

“Wendy’s perspective as a par-
ent, a product of L.A. Unified and

a public servant in countless roles
advocating for Angelenos will
bring immeasurable value to the
redistricting process,” Melvoin
said.

“I am grateful to have her insight
on the commission to ensure a fair
and equitable outcome for the com-
munities we serve.”

“Los Angeles is home to so
many unique and dynamic neigh-
borhoods that all deserve a strong
voice in their representation,”
Greuel said. “Thank you to board
member Melvoin for the opportu-
nity to help shape a district map
that ensures those voices will be
heard.”

For information, visit lausd.net.

photo courtesy of the Hammer Museum

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg served on the U.S. Supreme Court for

27 years. She died on Sept. 18.

Hammer forum to discuss
Ginsburg’s legacy, court’s future

After the passing of U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg on Sept. 18, the
Hammer Museum scheduled a
special forum for today, Sept. 24,
at 5 p.m. to discuss Ginsburg’s
impact on American law and life.

Loyola Law School professor
Jessica Levinson will moderate a
panel including former U.S. Sen.
Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.), Pulitzer
Prize-winning Supreme Court
reporter Linda Greenhouse and
MSNBC contributor and senior
opinion writer at the Boston
Globe Kimberly Atkins.

The panelists will discuss
Ginsburg’s early work as an advo-

cate for gender equality and her
opinions on the Supreme Court
that changed the shape and face of
the country. The forum will also
cover the upcoming battle over
her now-vacant Supreme Court
seat and the GOP’s odds of suc-
cess in replacing Ginsburg before
the election, what it would mean
to expand the Supreme Court and
the role the court now plays as
one of the most pressing issues
leading up to the Nov. 3 election.

For information, visit ham-
mer.ucla.edu/programs-
events/2020/ruth-bader-gins-
burgs-legacy-and-supreme-
courts-future.

LAUSD board opposes Title IX changes

The Los Angeles Unified School
District Board of Education went
on record on Sept. 15 to oppose
recent changes to Title IX regula-
tions that could discourage sexual
harassment complaints.

Title IX is a civil rights law that
bars discrimination on the basis of
sex, which can include sexual
harassment, rape and sexual
assault, in educational institutions
that receive federal support.
Controversial changes to Title IX
regulations, which were proposed
by U.S. Secretary of Education
Betsy DeVos, went into effect in
August. Supporters of the changes
say they better protect the accused
from false allegations, but critics
say the rollback of rule changes put
in place by the Obama administra-
tion removes protections for vic-
tims.

Los Angeles Unified will imple-
ment the new federal rules, accord-
ing to the resolution sponsored by
board  member  Scott M.
Schmerelson, along with other rele-
vant policies and laws that will pro-
vide investigative and grievance
procedures to protect all students
and employees in their learning and
work environments and ensure
nondiscrimination and a safe, sup-
portive school climate. The resolu-

tion was co-sponsored by the six
other board members.

“I am pleased to introduce a res-
olution that opposes the current
Title IX regulations and proposes
new standards for Los Angeles
Unified that will maintain the safest
and fairest process free of any type
of discrimination for all students
regardless of gender, ethnicity or
sexual preference,” Schmerelson
said. “It is my hope that this resolu-
tion would be the first step towards
updating mandatory policies and
training so that all district stake-
holders know what to do, to proper-
ly report a situation as well as pro-
vide the necessary support for stu-
dents and staff during any investi-
gation.”

“I’'m proud of the work that L.A.
Unified has done to support victims
of sexual harassment and abuse,”
board member Nick Melvoin said.
“Despite the federal government’s
attempts to roll back protections
with its new Title IX regulations, I
know that we will continue work-
ing to ensure that our schools are
safe, welcoming environments for
all students and employees, and that
victims of harassment have prompt
and appropriate avenues to report
and address concerns.”

For information, visit lausd.net.
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Spoken Literature Art Movement co-founders Matthew “Cuban”
Hernandez and Alyesha Wise will curate “Poetry, Now” on Oct. 6.

The Ford showcases the arts and
expression in ‘State of LA!’ series

In-depth conversations and live
performances examining the
future of arts in Los Angeles are
what’s in store this year as part of
The Ford’s online virtual season.

A new digital series as hosted
on YouTube, “State of LA!”
gives audiences a chance to listen
in on some of the county’s most
forward-looking creative collec-
tives, culture makers, entrepre-
neurs and thought leaders who
are shaping the future of the arts
in Los Angeles.

The second conversation in the
five-part series is Oct. 6 at 6:30
p-m. In “Poetry, Now,” which is
curated by Spoken Literature Art
Movement co-founders Matthew
“Cuban” Hernandez and Alyesha
Wise, audiences will get a snap-
shot of poetry in Los Angeles
today through a panel discussion
and dynamic performances.
Participating artists include slam
champion and “Write Bloody”
author Buddy Wakefield, Da
Poetry Lounge curator Jasmine
Williams and youth justice advo-
cate Justus Jones.

On Oct. 20 at 6:30 p.m., influ-
ential DJ and culture worker
Sasha Ali (ak.a. Miss Modular)
will curate “Midnight in the
Diaspora.” This evening’s con-
versation will explore how L.A .-
based artists either born outside
the United States or working
between more than one country
are bringing a combination of
global influences to bear on
L.A’s music and nightlife. This

combination panel discussion
and DJ set features Discostan’s
Arisha Fatima Haq, NTS DJ and
Junkyard Jouvert producer Adam
Cooper (a.k.a. foreigner) and cre-
ative producer Anita Herrera.

On Nov. 10 at 6:30 p.m., join
Tuesday Night Project for a day
of Asian-American creative
expression and discussion about
their multigenerational, intersec-
tional approach to art and com-
munity at “This is Not Just The
Asian Night.” The festival
includes a look back at the histo-
ry of TNP’s flagship program,
“Tuesday Night Cafe.” For more
than 20 years, “Tuesday Night
Cafe” has provided a space for
artists of Asian and Pacific
Islander descent to express them-
selves through hip-hop dance,
improv comedy, spoken word,
music, the visual arts and more.

To conclude the series, on Dec.
8 at 6:30 p.m., Young Queer LA
will highlight queer folks of color
who are coming together to
reimagine the club scene through
drag.

Led by Alison M. De La Cruz,
a multi-disciplinary theatre artist,
arts educator, and community
organizer, panelists will reflect on
how race, culture and place
inform their artistic expression,
while also discussing the intimate
relationship between collectivity
and freedom in queer communi-
ties.

For information,
theford.com.

visit

image courtesy of The Ford
In previous seasons, the Ford would play to a packed house.

Skirball presents ‘The Official Unofficial Voting Station’

In anticipation of the 2020 pres-
idential election, the Skirball
Cultural Center presents “The
Official Unofficial Voting Station:
Voting for All Who Legally
Can’t.”

Conceived by artist-activist
Aram Han Sifuentes, this online
exhibition reimagines the act of
voting as it could be: broad, inclu-
sive and cause for celebration.
The playfully designed polling
place welcomes everyone to cast a
symbolic ballot, regardless of the
legal barriers that prevent approx-
imately 92 million people in the
United States from participating
in elections.

Visitors to the site can choose
their candidate for U.S. president,
weigh in on the ways they think
voting access should be expanded
and name the issues that matter
most to them. As ballots are cast,
the site will keep a running tally,
revealing over time the partici-
pants’ values and visions for the
future of America. Participants
will be eligible to receive by mail
the artist’s custom Voting Stickers
for All, clever infographics about
U.S. voting rights and an advoca-
cy toolkit, all created to inspire
public support for greater access
to the vote.

“The continued expansion of
American enfranchisement is core
to the democratic ideals that
inspire the Skirball’s mission to
build a more just society,” Skirball
President and CEO Jessie
Kornberg said. “We are honored
to present the work of Aram Han
Sifuentes, whose aspirational vot-

ing station envisions how our
community might thrive when
every voice counts, no matter how
young the voter or how new the
American.”

Initially planned as a gallery
installation, “The Official
Unofficial Voting Station” will be
a digital experience in light of the
ongoing closure of California
museums due to COVID-19. It
will be free and accessible at skir-
ball.org/voting-station from Oct. 1
through Nov. 30. To complement
the online experience, Sifuentes is
collaborating with L.A-based
artists and educators Marianne
Sadowski and Carol Zou to lead
pop-up, in-person activities in
neighborhoods across the city.

In November, Sifuentes will
lead a hands-on workshop special-
ly designed for children and fami-
lies. In the fall of 2021, the
Skirball will open “Talking Back
to Power: Projects by Aram Han
Sifuentes,” which will feature a
selection of Sifuentes’s work,
including  “Protest ~ Banner
Lending Library” and her partici-
patory embroidery project, “U.S.
Citizenship Sampler.”

“We are honored to work with
Aram Han Sifuentes over the
coming year and to join her in
exploring forms of civic participa-
tion and belonging,” Skirball
curator Laura Mart said. “With
‘The Official Unofficial Voting
Station,” we urge everyone,
whether you can legally vote or
not, to cast a symbolic ballot,
make your voice heard and con-
front questions at the heart of

image courtesy of Aram Han Sifuentes and
Ishita Dharap

The Skirball’s upcoming exhibtion is
designed to inspire conversations
about the democratic process.

Sifuentes’s body of work: Who
has, and who doesn’t have, the
power to make decisions in our
democracy? And what would our
elections look like if people who
cannot vote could?”

To further showcase its commit-
ment to preparing voters for the
election, the Skirball is also
launching other events, in addi-
tion to serving as a vote center
from Oct. 23 through Election
Day.

On Tuesday, Oct. 13, the
League of Women Voters Los
Angeles and the Skirball will co-
present the virtual talk “California
Ballot Measures: Pros and Cons
with the League of Women
Voters,” offering a nonpartisan
overview of the most pressing
state ballot measures up for a vote
in California this Nov. 3.
Reservations are required.

For information,
skirball.org.

visit
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Metro station bathroom subject of debate

From page 1

During the meeting Councilman
John Mirisch characterized Metro’s
original plan to have just one portal
for the Wilshire/Rodeo station as a
“fatal design flaw.” Metro’s select-
ed preferred station entrance loca-
tion on the south side of Wilshire
Boulevard at Reeves Drive pro-
vides subway access for people
exclusively in the south side of the
city.

Per the Sept. 16 staff report, the
primary objectives of the north por-
tal project are to “provide direct
access from the north side of
Wilshire  Boulevard to the
Wilshire/Rodeo  Purple  Line
Station; provide direct pedestrian
access to jobs, retail and amenities
in the business triangle; improve
pedestrian flow and avoid signifi-
cant degradation of vehicular flow
in the vicinity of the
Wilshire/Rodeo  Purple  Line
Station; [and] minimize pedestrian
street crossings on Wilshire
Boulevard.”

Absent from the staff report
was information related to the
inclusion of restrooms or a police
substation, despite previous com-
munity concerns that resident
safety was not being sufficiently
considered in choosing to locate a
subway station in a residential
area.

According to the draft EIR, the
Canon Drive staging yard alterna-
tive is the only option that would
be able to include public restrooms
(two separate stalls/rooms). In
addition, that location would also
provide sufficient space to accom-
modate a second escalator if a
small below-ground portion of the
adjacent parcel to the west were
utilized, according to the draft
EIR.

Beverly Hills Historical Society
Founder Phil Savenick, one of five
people to voice their opinions dur-
ing the public comment period,
emphasized the need to have ade-
quate police in the area.

“We really want to have a visible
security presence wherever the por-
tals are so every single person get-
ting off the subway sees there’s
video and police presence there and
they know we are watching them,”
he said.

“We need restrooms and security.
Safety is becoming a big issue in
Beverly Hills,” Spago co-founder
Barbara Lazaroff echoed.

Although not in attendance at the
meeting, Beverly Hills interim
Police Chief Dominick Rivetti said
that BHPD would be able to handle
whatever changes result from the
subway opening in the city.

“The new Metro station will
bring additional visitors and
pedestrian traffic to Beverly
Hills. We will accommodate this
demand with increased staffing
and resources to ensure the safe-
ty of the entire community,” he
said.

Gold, who emphasized the need
to have a “robust” conversation
with all stakeholders before any-
thing is finalized, called the presen-
tation a “bit deceiving” given that
the council had expected to be pre-
sented with details about a variety
of services that could be provided
within the portals, such as bath-
rooms.

Mirisch voiced concerns about
including bathrooms as part of the
station, as he has in the past, noting
that their existence could actually
increase traffic.

“I think it’s really important for
us to think of what is the best loca-
tion long-term for the north portal.
That to me is, just from a geograph-
ic perspective, obviously the
Beverly portal,” he said.

The footprint for the Beverly
Boulevard option would be
approximately 9,200 square feet
and extend from Wilshire
Boulevard to approximately 165
feet north up North Beverly Drive.

In moving forward with that
option, eight to nine on-street
parking stalls (including valet and
bus loading) would be removed for
installation of the portal south of
the crosswalk at Beverly Canon
Gardens, with drop-off and pick-
up needing to occur north of the
crosswalk, prompting the removal
of up to 14 total parking stalls on
Beverly Drive. This location
would require closing Beverly
Drive between Beverly Cafion
Gardens and Wilshire Boulevard
for approximately three years for
construction, which would start in
2022.

The Canon Drive alternative
would include a half portal located
across approximately 8,100 square
feet on the west side of Canon
Drive, within the existing street
and sidewalk right-of-way, north
of Wilshire Boulevard. In moving
forward with this option, 10 to 11
on-street parking stalls (including
valet) would be removed for
installation of the portal south of
Clifton Way. Drop-off and pickup
would need to occur both north of
and on Clifton Way, prompting the
removal of an additional five park-
ing stalls (two on Canon Drive and
three on Clifton Way) totaling up
to 16 parking stalls removed. This
location would require closing

Canon Drive between Clifton Way
and Wilshire Boulevard for
approximately three years for con-
struction, which would start in
2022.

The footprint for the Canon
Drive staging yard alternative
would be approximately 3,800
square feet and would be located
within the construction staging
yard established for the project, as
well as the adjacent sidewalk
located along Wilshire Boulevard
and the north-south alley between
Canon and Crescent drives with
fewer parking stalls needing to be
removed due to the existing con-
figuration. Construction on this
option, which would also include
an approximately 52-foot-tall ven-
tilation shaft at the southeastern
corner of the site, could not start
until 2024 after certain construc-

tion activities for the
Wilshire/Rodeo station are com-
pleted.

“Unfortunately, the North Portal
EIR gets an ‘F,” Savenick said
after the meeting. “There is no
actual station, no branding, no
parking, no passenger off-street
loading, no security, no bathrooms,
no visitor or way-finding center.
They have presented choices of
three holes in the sidewalk, park-
ing is sacrificed as is the whole
street for several years of construc-
tion.”

Lazaroff voiced concern that the
loss of valet parking options would
negatively harm her restaurant’s
operations. In fact, several restau-
rants’ valet operations would be
impacted depending upon which
portal option the council ultimately
chooses.

“If businesses are not able to sur-
vive because we picked a location
that closes them off, that will cer-
tainly have a significant environ-
mental impact,” Mayor Lester
Friedman said. “I certainly see the
nexus between the economy of it
and affecting the environment, so I
would also be interested in some
sort of analysis of that.”

According to the draft EIR, all
three proposed sites appear to have
essentially the same environmental
impacts.

“I don’t think it would be appro-
priate to come to any conclusion on
any item until the public comment
period has been completed,”
Friedman said.

Depending on the volume of
comments received, City Council
selection of the north portal pre-
ferred station location and certifica-
tion of the final EIR is expected to
occur on or after Oct. 27.

Forum topics include anti-Semitism, hate

From page 5

“We don’t know what a hate
crime looks like sometimes, just
like sexual harassment, sometimes
we don’t know what that looks
like, so education, the knowledge
and the training [are important] for
everyone to have ... It is important
for us to provide the opportunity
[to ask questions] and learn from
each other,” Torres said.

She added that it’s also impor-
tant to vote Trump out of the
White House.

Block said he faced anti-
Semitism in college and still faces
homophobia and anti-Semitism at
his store, Block Party WeHo.

“I never thought in my life, with
my mother talking about the

Holocaust, that I would see that
now,” Block said.

He also said the anti-trans big-
otry is a “tremendous problem,”
one that he was trying to address
earlier this year, though progress
was stymied by the pandemic.

“COVID got in the way of my
plan to work with the Trans Can
Work nonprofit ... to develop a
trans work program,” Block said.

Duran said he also has been the
victim of hate crimes, and he
thinks “it’s going to be something
we have to constantly work on
throughout our entire lives, and
that’s just part of the price of being
somebody who’s different in
America.”

Duran added that Trump must
be voted out to make things better.

Duran, an attorney, also noted
that hate crimes are not charged
separately. They are an enhance-
ment of existing criminal charges,
and Duran said when the evidence
indicates a hate crime was com-
mitted, the city works to “make
sure it’s handled appropriately” by
the district attorney.

Voters will choose two City
Council members on Nov. 3, and
the six candidates in the ICAN
forum will be joined by five others
— Mark Farhad Yusupov, Marco
Colantonio, Tom Demille, Jerome
Cleary and Christopher McDonald
— on the ballot.
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The Mirabel project aims to incorporate the historic Sontag Building.

Mirabel project to revitalize
Miracle Mile, developer says

From page 1

Marks touted the 395 residen-
tial parking spaces that will be
able to charge electric vehicles
each night as the sustainability
aspect of the project. In addition
to encouraging the use of electric
cars, the Mirabel will host a com-
pany that provides vehicles that
can be rented for short-term trips,
allowing more people to use a car
when necessary but otherwise
not need to own one. Residents
will also be able to use the nearby
Wilshire/La Brea subway station,
which is part of Metro’s Purple
Line Extension and is expected
to be finished in 2023, the year
before the Mirabel is expected to
open.

“We’re by the subway stop, we
have a great bus line ... We need
to use those, because the only
way we’re going to get conges-
tion reduced in our city is if a few
of us — most of us, if possible —
drive less,” Marks said.

Several people submitted
questions and several others
appeared virtually to ask Marks
questions about the Mirabel,
declare their support for Marks’
plan or express their concerns.
One vocal critic, Noah Hass-
Cohen, said the Mirabel will neg-
atively affect the Miracle Mile
and those who call it home, an
assertion Marks disagreed with.

Addressing some of the con-
cerns that have arisen online and
in some of the questions, Marks
said his project is not expected to
raise rents nearby, as many of the
buildings are covered by the rent
stabilization ordinance in Los
Angeles, which caps rent increas-
es each year according to the
Consumer Price Index.

Marks added that he hopes the
Mirabel will lead to a revitaliza-
tion of Wilshire Boulevard in the
area.

“I think when we put in the
new restaurants and the new
retail shops and new dollars on
the ground level, it’s a forward-
moving advancement toward
what we all want on our street ...
a walkable neighborhood,”
Marks said.

Molly Basler, a candidate in
the 2022 race for Los Angeles
City Council District 5, said the
project does not do enough to be
environmentally friendly, argu-
ing that “it’s not enough to have

parking with electrical charges.”

Marks pointed out that his
building will be certified accord-
ing to the WELL Building
Standard, which aims to support
human health and wellness,
much  like the LEED
Certification measures a build-
ing’s environmental friendliness.
The Mirabel will improve air and
water quality for its tenants,
Marks added, and the efforts to
reduce fossil fuel-powered car
usage by tenants will improve air
quality and other climate change-
related issues.

“I actually think this is a 21st
century building that speaks
exactly to your concerns, Molly,”
Marks said.

Other criticism involved the
building’s height, which Marks
said was intended to limit the
impact on the surrounding neigh-
borhood.

“We’re able to build so many
units, and when we studied the
project, we were going to build a
shorter, fatter, squattier building
... but the shadow it cast on the
neighborhood north of us would
be gigantic,” Marks said. “When
you get into this type of building,
it’s all about the view, having an
elegant building with world-class
architecture. When we look at the
height and the incentives for
affordable housing, we get into
this number of stories.”

Marks said critics and support-
ers of the project will have multi-
ple chances to make their voices
heard. The next step for the pro-
ject will be a meeting with a case
hearing officer prior to appearing
before the Los Angeles Planning
Commission. A date has not yet
been set, but Marks said if all
goes according to schedule, con-
struction can begin in about 18
months. Construction is expected
to last approximately three years
before opening in 2024.

Marks said he hopes to meet
with  the Miracle Mile
Residential ~ Association in
October, and he and his team are
soliciting feedback on the project
at 5411wilshire.com.

“Folks don’t have to wait for a
meeting to talk to us ... whatever
it takes to hear what the issues
are,” said Andrea Conant, a con-
sultant working with Marks on
the project.
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WeHo to collaborate with grocery stores

From page 1

tions through Jan. 31, 2021. The
city’s moratorium on residential
evictions will lapse at the end of
this month, when the state’s evic-
tion moratorium, Assembly Bill
2088, will take over.

“We’re not allowed, under the
new bill, to extend our eviction
moratorium for the time being,”
Assistant City Attorney Lauren
Langer said. “So the local ordi-
nance will expire at the end of this
month and the repayment period for
that ordinance will begin Oct. 1.
There will be different obligations
and responsibilities for both the
landlords and the tenants under the
new state law that will go until the
end of January.”

According to the  West
Hollywood eviction moratorium,
the repayment period for any rent
that was not paid between March 1
and Sept. 30 will begin on Oct. 1,
2020, and that rent must be repaid
in full before Oct. 1, 2021. Under
the state law, tenants will still be
protected from eviction through
Jan. 31,2021, as long as they pay at
least 25% of their rent each month.
The 25% payment requirement will
begin on Oct. 1.

“It’s very complicated and it’s
really difficult to navigate, and I
think we’re going to need to do an
extra-heroic job of educating the
tenants in the city of West
Hollywood exactly where they
stand, as opposed to tenants in Los
Angeles and other neighboring
jurisdictions,” Councilman John
Duran said.

Given that some residents might
not be able to afford any rent pay-
ment at all, council members pro-
posed a few different methods of
providing aid.

Duran expressed support for
expanding the city’s rent-relief pro-
gram, which provides $1,000 to
people needing help.

“At the end of the day, we’re
talking about protecting our people
from homelessness and other
severe impacts to their lives,”
Duran said.

Mayor Pro Tempore John
Heilman suggested that the city use
its rent-relief program to support
people who cannot pay 25% of
their rent, instead of simply giving
$1,000 grants.

“That may require us to rethink
and restructure the program, but I
don’t want to see anyone who’s fac-
ing a financial crisis be subject to
eviction because they can’t meet
that 25% threshold. Rather than the
$1.000, let’s look at trying to utilize
that money most effectively to pro-
tect the most residents that we can,”
Heilman said.

City Manager Paul Arevalo said
city staff will bring the results of a
resident survey about rent payment
to the council in October.

“When we come to council, we’ll
come with a longer-term strategy to
provide rental assistance to our res-
idents,” Arevalo said.

The council also approved a six-
month extension for the contract
with Bet Tzedek Legal Services to
assist residents with eviction pro-
tection and defense. Legal services,
which are provided at no cost to
West Hollywood residents regard-
less of immigration status, will cost
the city up to approximately
$458,000.

Duran, an attorney, said the dif-
ferent eviction moratoriums from
West Hollywood, neighboring
cities, the county and the state are
confusing even for him.

“I cannot imagine a tenant who is
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West Hollywood plans to reach out to grocery stores to ensure compli-
ance with COVID-19 health regulations.

not as familiar in dealing with
courts, lawyers and law having to
muddle through it, so I think these
attorneys are going to be really crit-
ical,” Duran said.

The city is also continuing to
advise residents on the coronavirus
itself. As Councilwoman Lauren
Meister noted, the city hosted a vir-
tual panel on COVID-19 on Sept.
23 featuring Dr. Richard Riggs,
senior vice president of medical
affairs and chief medical officer at
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, and
Cristin Mondy, regional health offi-
cer for the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health.

“The event [served] to provide
our community members with the
most up-to-date information about
COVID-19 and the status of local
response in West Hollywood and
the Greater Los Angeles region,”
Meister said.

The council also began the
process of reaching out to area gro-
cery stores for help in developing a
draft ordinance that would help
ensure better compliance with pub-
lic-health rules.

“This is in response to concerns
that we’ve all seen in any number
of ways, people creating issues at
local grocery stores, refusing to
wear masks, creating problems and
creating unsafe situations for peo-
ple who patronize these businesses,
but also the workers who work
there,” Mayor Lindsey Horvath
said.

The council’s motion was initial-
ly going to ask that a draft ordi-
nance be brought back to the next
meeting, but Councilman John
D’Amico raised concerns about a
lack of flexibility for local grocery
stores.

“I just get nervous when we’re
assigning public-health jobs to gro-
cery store workers or other people
whose job is not to make sure that
people are following public-health
orders. We have code compliance
for that,” D’ Amico said.

Heilman also noted that conver-
sations with area grocery stores are
“not going to happen overnight.”

“Individuals who work at gro-
cery stores as clerks or stockers
shouldn’t be in the position of hav-
ing to enforce a mask mandate
unless they’ve actually been trained
and assigned to do that,” Heilman
said. “The goal here is to work with
grocery stores to make sure that
there is [a grocery store employee]
assigned to fulfill that function.”

Horvath agreed that the draft
ordinance would come back at a
future meeting, and all five council
members approved the motion.

“It doesn’t need to be exactly the
next meeting if we need more time
to make sure that everyone weighs
in,” Horvath said.

The council also took action on a
few items that affect local business-
es. The city’s Business License
Commission will hold a public
meeting to advise all local business-
es of what the regulations are
regarding COVID-19, and busi-
nesses who refuse to comply with
the regulations could face sanctions
from the commission.

“I’m hoping we can use our nor-
mal methodology, which is to do
everything we can to gain compli-
ance, and utilizing the Business
License Commission to revoke
licenses or impose restrictions, that
is typically our last resort,” Heilman
said.

“Our intention here is to make
sure that the Business License
Commission is being used as its
intended, to help with business reg-
ulation as it relates to the impacts of
COVID,” Horvath added.

The council also discussed the
city’s Outdoor Use Temporary
Zones, or OUT Zones, which pro-
vide outdoor street, sidewalk and
parking-lot space for restaurants,
retail stores and other businesses to
operate.

The council agreed to allow some
additional hours beyond the original
schedule of 8 am. to 10 p.m. For
instance, restaurants can be allowed
to stay open as late at 1 a.m. on
some days, and retail stores and
gyms could be able to open as early
as 7 am. The application for
extended-hours permits for OUT
Zones can be found at
weho.org/outdoorpermit.

The OUT Zones are expected to
remain as long as the virus does,
Duran said, and some could even
become permanent.

Arevelo said city staff is expected
OUT Zones to remain in place at
least through the end of 2021.

“Alot of us aren’t as optimistic as
the president that there’s going to be
a vaccine and a cure to this pandem-
ic anytime soon. Having this as a
resource to our businesses and our
community is critical, so we’re
encouraging businesses to invest in
these spaces and make them as
comfortable for their clients as they
can,” Arevalo said.

The council also voted to autho-
rize better advertising of the city’s
coronavirus-related rules, including
a notice to area residents, business
owners and stakeholders; and sig-
nage to be posted in common areas
of apartment buildings, condomini-
ums and hotels.

Fraud receiving more
attention from police

From page 1

dence connecting him to the
fraud when he was arrested, said
Lt. Bill Moulder. While he did
not know the total number of
cases logged in West Hollywood,
Moulder said it is a growing

problem.
“There has absolutely been a
big uptick,” Moulder said.

“Mostly, our deputies are finding
these fraudulent cards with
someone else’s identity when
they make contact with suspects.
The identity theft is also being
reported to us. We have two
detectives dedicated to working
on EDD fraud.”

Perpetrators of the fraud steal
other peoples’ identities and
apply for unemployment benefits
from the state of California,
Moulder said, and they often use
the addresses of vacant houses,
properties for sale or short-term
rentals when applying for bene-
fits. Other times, they use the
legitimate addresses of victims
and attempt to steal mail, he
added. Once approved for unem-
ployment benefits, money is
loaded onto debit cards that are
mailed to the individual who
applied.

The value of the debit cards
varies but can be up to $20,000.
Cardholders can withdraw up to
$1,000 per day, per card, police
said. Los Angeles Police
Department, Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s  Department  and
Beverly Hills Police Department
officials said many of the sus-
pects police have arrested have
allegedly traveled to California
from out of state to obtain the
fraudulent EDD cards.

LAPD authorities have experi-
enced such a significant increase
that the department’s
Commercial Crimes Division is
investigating the cases, as
opposed to detectives at local
police stations. Local authorities
have partnered with the
California Highway Patrol,
United States Secret Service,
U.S. Postal Inspector’s Office,
U.S. Department of Labor and
the Internal Revenue Service to

address the crime trend.

“It’s a statewide problem that
is going on actively,” said
Detective B. Calicchia, with the
LAPD’s Commercial Crimes
Division. “We put out a crime
bulletin and are warning people
to be aware of this. Specifically,
if you start getting mail from the
EDD and didn’t apply or it is in
other people’s names, notify
police.”

The EDD announced on Sept.
19 that it has implemented a two-
week “reset period to help expe-
dite new claimant payments,
reduce fraud and tackle backlog
issues  moving  forward.”
According to an EDD statement,
the department has a backlog of
600,000 claims to be processed
and more than 1 million claims in
which individuals received initial
payment but have since modified
their claim and are awaiting
approval for the changes from
EDD.

To prevent fraud, the EDD is
implementing ID.me, a new
identity verification tool that will
require people to upload identify-
ing documents as well as a pho-
tograph of themselves. EDD staff
will validate claims using multi-
ple data sources.

People applying for unemploy-
ment benefits for the first time
during the two-week reset period
will be directed to a temporary
webpage where they can submit
personal information. EDD will
process those claims when the
new system is ready and new
claims will be backdated to cover
the reset period. Eligible
claimants will receive their first
payment within 21 days, as if
they had submitted a claim dur-
ing the reset period.

Authorities from law enforce-
ment agencies in the local area
urge people with information
about EDD fraud or who believe
their identity has been stolen to
call the BHPD at (310)285-2125,
the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station at (310)855-8850, or the
LAPD’s Commercial Crimes
Division at (213)486-8430.

Los Angeles County launches
COVID-19 safety program

On Sept. 10, the County of Los
Angeles launched the COVID-19
Safety Compliance Certificate
Program to help educate and train
business owners to comprehensive-
ly implement the L.A. County
Department of Public Health
COVID-19 safety directives.

The CSCCP is a no-cost online
training course that educates busi-
ness owners on the essentials of the
county health officer’s orders and
what they need to do to ensure that
their business practices are aligned
and in compliance with infection
control and physical distancing
requirements.

After completing the training,
businesses will receive a COVID-
19 Safety Compliance Certificate
that can be posted on storefronts.
The training will be available in 13
languages and can be accessed
online through the Department of
Public Health’s COVID-19 web-
site, covid19.lacounty.gov.

This voluntary program offers

business, employees and con-
sumers alike the added reassurance
that essential training has been
completed to reduce the spread of
COVID-19.

Residents may report violations
and non-compliant businesses by
calling (888)700-9995 from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
or by filing a complaint online at
bit.ly/35F5zNN.
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(323)933-5518 » email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

The Dise Doe

Computer Problems?
I CAN HELP!

* Troubleshooting
e [essons
¢ Purchase Consultation
* Phone Support
Joel Rothman

323.240.5112
TheDiskDoc@mac.com

PARK [LABREA NEWS
TTAS HMAN & BEVERLY PRESS
— 5150 WILSHIRE BLVD. #330
SCREENS * DOORS P.O. Box 36036
HARDWARE [LOos ANGELES, CA 9oo6
SALES & INSTALLATIONS | | 323.933. 5518
7769 SANTA MONICA BL. www.beverlypress.com
W_W\W.parldabreanew S.com
WEST HOLLYWOOD Followuson
(323)248-0840 Facebook & Twitter
www.tashmans.com for the latest news!
Since 1961 Now delivered in
Family Owned & Operated Beverly Hills!

COMPUTER HARDWARE NEWSPAPERS

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
v 4

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:

Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate

310-491-8409 /& ™
&

West Hollywood

Tell your
story.

Make an impact

on your sudience.
Growth isn't a goal,

it's an outcome.
mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

MACKEY coearive

Wen. Brond. Demngar. Mectia,

Support Local
Journalism!
Subscribe Today!

FOR HOME DELIVIRY WITH
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES,
CALL
213-283-2274

DOG WALKER

COOPER K )
DOG WALKER

* Leash Manner Training
* Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
¢ Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer
323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com

Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!
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The Signature Spice Blend
combines a medley of herbs
with hints of lemon and notes

of pepper.

Buy it today &
Spice up your Life!

www.shop.inemilyskitchen.com

* Buy pour Dread ar Mooty Bakery, ,::f:?: w Moo, 3 il ¥ ‘_.,, !
« Contact Homabay sod Nid oul whal you oan doto Nelp. ol ‘ i m': - - ‘L) '
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Across 66. Sun follower?
5 18
1. Slithery Nile reptile Down B
4. Hybridized fruit 1. Police alert
8. "Stop filming!" 2. Site of Buckner's blunder 20
11. "That was close!" 3. Organic fertilizer
13. Crying veggie 4.Numero ___ a8 181N
14. Big name at the Louvre 5. Hodges of the Dodgers —
15. Game played by the sea 6. Angelina's "Shark Tale" role
18. In a fog 7. Dom Pedro's ill-fated wife L] 37
19. Elephant variety 8. Layers of paint
20. Corporation type 9. Not turned on oag " "
22. Furtive "Hey!" 10. Apres-bath powder e 7]
23. Stand 12. Heads overseas?
27. Words of agreement 13. Horse course @4 |46 @& 40 (48
31. Inhabitant of Waterloo 14. Entrepreneurs' degs. — o = e
32.1D 16. Seat of Montana's Lewis and Clark
33. WW.II fliers County [ 9 0
36. Armchair quarterback's hobby 17. Jack Russell sounds
40. Regd. names 21. Bryce or Grand # 63
41."Hop _!" 23. Knack o —
42. Nice day introduction 24. Wander through
43. Humerus' neighbors 25. Holds
44. Kitchen mixer? 26. Cylinder
45. "Laugh-In" segment 28. Soprano group 43. Salt Lake City college team 55. Actor Neeson
48. Business abbreviation 29. Hammed it up 45. Hasbro board game 56. AD part
50. Vanity 30. Prefix, recent 46. Hit, in a way 58. Arles article
53. City west of Daytona Beach 33. "The Sounds of India" musician, ~%/-Sherberts 59. One-striper: abbr.
57. Winer Olympics sport first name 49. Speaker maker 60. Card player's cry
61. Valuable deposits 34. Newcastles perhaps 50. Corp. money managers
62. Ryan of "The Beverly Hillbillies" ~ 35.___jacket SI. "Put __a Love Song" (Alicia
63. Punjab princess 37. Super Bowl XXXIV winners: Abbr.  K€ys)
64. Old cartoonist Hoff 38. Impact noise 52. Lebanon port
65. Noun suffix 39. Dickensian cry 54. Mattress type
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2405 GLENDOWER AVE, LOS FELIZ | $8,450,000 1961 DE MILLE DR, LOS FELIZ | 84,799,000
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308 N SYCAMORE AVE #2402, HANCOCK PARK | $1,995,000 1728 N VAN NESS AVE, HOLLYWOOD | $1,349,000
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