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Seismic fault debate goes on Koretz won’t back ‘Uplift Melrose’ plan
for Hollywood Center Project
n Councilman cites

n EIR available for public review, comments

concerns about public
safety, traffic

By edwin folven

By edwin folven

The Los Angeles Department of
City Planning released the final
environmental impact report on
Sept. 3 for the Hollywood Center
Project, a mixed-use development
proposed on parking lots around the

Capitol Records Building on Vine
Street.
The Hollywood Center Project is
proposed by the same developer
who previously received permission from the city to build the
See Project page 26
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More than 1,000 housing units could be built near the Capitol Records
Building in Hollywood.

Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, has announced he will
not support the “Uplift Melrose”
plan, essentially ending a proposal
that would have brought more
sidewalk space, pedestrian amenities, bike lanes, new lighting and
landscaping to a 22-block stretch
of Melrose Avenue between
Fairfax and Highland avenues.
The proposal was contingent
upon the city of Los Angeles
receiving a $31.8 million state
grant from Caltrans to fund the
project. The deadline to submit a
proposal for a state grant is Sept.
15, but council support was needed to move forward.
Koretz authored a letter to the
community on Sept. 8 stating he
had done “much soul searching”
about the project but decided “to
not move forward with this
process.”
Koretz said his primary concern
was public safety and the ability
of emergency responders to
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The “Uplift Melrose” plan aimed to help bring customers back to
Melrose Avenue, where businesses are suffering due to COVID-19.

access the greater Melrose area.
The “Uplift Melrose” project
would have reduced the street to
one lane in each direction, and
Koretz said he worried about the
effect that would have on police
and fire department responses.
“The determining factor for me
is public safety. The bottleneck
that the reduction of lanes would

create, as well as the inability to
ingress and egress at critical
points along the way, are likely to
greatly impede the ability of
police vehicles, fire engines and
ambulances to respond in appropriate time,” Koretz said in the letter. “Additionally, the significant
See Melrose page 27

WeHo works to lessen COVID-19 impact Beverly Hills landlord
n Many businesses

have been unable to
operate due to public
heath restrictions
By laura coleman
West Hollywood leaders including City Council members and the
head of the West Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce say they are
not sure what business landscape
will look like when the COVID-19
pandemic is over.
Several businesses have already
closed and others will close, unable
to survive the emergency. City officials said that it’s a challenge to
know which businesses have closed
or plan not to reopen given that
there is no mandate for owners to
inform the city.
“Many are just painstakingly
holding on,” said Genevieve
Morrill, West Hollywood Chamber
of Commerce president and CEO.
“Right now people are very concerned about opening at all because
even if they do it safely … they
could be shut down by the governor
because of a spike in COVID.”
While some businesses have

spent upwards of $100,000 implementing a variety of safety protocols, others such as bars and nightclubs that are still not allowed to
reopen “have had no pathway to
success,” Morrill said. With the rise
in remote office work, she predicted
that the brick-and mortar landscape
will continue to change.
In West Hollywood, there are an
abundance of initiatives aimed at
supporting its roughly 2,000 businesses.
“The city of West Hollywood is
committed to ensuring the vitality
and resiliency of our local businesses. We have instituted many local
initiatives aimed at supporting our
small businesses during this uncertain time,” said Paolo Kespradit,
management specialist for the city
of West Hollywood. “I definitely
think that all of our business sectors
are feeling impacts related to
COVID-19.”
Less than a month old, the city’s
OUT Zone Program allows for the
temporary expansion into the public right-of-way for restaurants,
shops and personal care establishments. Through the free Temporary
Outdoor Expansion Permit, the city
offers streamlined approval for eligible businesses to use sidewalks,

arrested near UCLA
n Dr. Stephen Copen

allegedly damaged
tenants’ belongings in
illegal eviction
By cameron kiszla

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press file photo

West Hollywood bars, such as the
now-closed Blazing Saddles, have
struggled during the pandemic.

on-street parking spaces and private
parking lots as areas to expand
business operations.
According to Kespradit, by moving operations outside to ensure
physical distancing while meeting
protocols set forth by the L.A.
County Department of Public
See WeHo page 27

A controversial Beverly Hills
landlord was cited for misdemeanor vandalism on Aug. 31
after he allegedly damaged some
of the belongings of the tenants
of one of his properties in Los
Angeles.
Dr. Stephen Copen, a CedarsSinai nephrologist, gained a
degree of notoriety in Beverly
Hills in 2018 when the Beverly
Hills City Council unanimously
adopted an urgency ordinance to
prohibit no-just-cause evictions
in the city, with Copen given as
an example of the type of landlord the city should act against by
multiple speakers claiming to be
tenants of his Beverly Hills properties. Mark Elliot, founder of the
Beverly Hills Renters Alliance,
said Copen owns seven rental
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Tenants of Dr. Stephen Copen
allege that he damaged their
belongings by throwing them
into the hallway.

properties in Beverly Hills.
“We talk about the bad actors,
this dude is the exact person we
want to deal with,” then-Vice
Mayor and current City
See Landlord page 26
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AB 3088 extends eviction
ban for residential tenants
By Laura CoLeman
With the COVID-19 pandemic
forcing everyone to tighten their
proverbial purse strings, landlords
are unlikely to get much of a
reprieve as a result of Assembly
Bill 3088 according to one local
attorney. Gov. Gavin Newsom
signed AB 3088, known as the
COVID-19 Tenant Relief Act of
2020, into law on Aug. 31, giving
residential tenants a slate of new
protections from evictions.
The new law allows the state to
delay the anticipated resumption of
the eviction process by California
courts, which is bad news for landlords, according to attorney Aviv
Tuchman. Under AB 3088, to
receive further protection from
evictions, tenants impacted by
COVID-19 will be responsible for
at least 25% of the rent due from
Sept. 1 to Jan. 31, 2021. Those
unable to meet that 25% minimum
will now be protected from evictions until Feb. 1, 2021.
“It’s shifting the burden unfairly
to landlords. And it’s shifting it to
the point where landlords, particularly mom-and-pop landlords, are
subsidizing tenants without having
the commiserate relief from the
government,” he said.
The Los Angeles attorney,
founder of Tuchman & Associates
on Pico Boulevard, represents several landlords who own high-end
residences in Beverly Hills. He
said that he is aware of multiple
houses where the rent exceeds
$35,000 a month and tenants are
“taking advantage of this and they
are not paying the rent … and they
have the means to pay the rent.”
Tuchman faults the eviction moratorium for attempting to be a “one
size fits all” solution, which he said
has made it possible for tenants to
forgo rent payments since March
without the threat of being evicted
by landlords, provided certain
requirements are met.
While property tax, mortgage
payments and insurance may be
due for landlords, the recent
Assembly bill does not protect
landlords against foreclosure or
require banks to provide them forbearance.
“The longer the time is to forebear, the less likely you’ll be able
to recover,” Tuchman predicted.
The act allows evictions for
unpaid rent not related to the pandemic to proceed beginning Oct. 5.
In addition, AB 3088 changes the
statutory notice that tenants must
give landlords about their inability
to rent from three days to 15 days,
a five-fold increase which
Tuchman characterized as “unreasonable when it comes to the payment of rent and managing real
estate.” Given that many single
family dwellings are an “extra
house” for people, he characterized
the moratorium as an “extra burden.”
Tuchman underscored that tenants still face exposure to a lawsuit
for unpaid rent given that the eviction moratorium does not mean
rent forgiveness. The act converts
the unpaid rent to consumer debt,
which would be collectible in small
claims court as of March 1, 2021.
Across the county, cities are taking active rent relief measures to
ensure tenants can maintain their
occupancy. From mandating that
tenants and landlords have a conversation in an attempt to come to

an arrangement such as in Beverly
Hills, to city-funded assistance programs such as in West Hollywood,
municipalities are trying to help
both landlords and tenants work
out fair deals.
At the upcoming Beverly Hills
City Council meeting on Sept. 15,
the council is expected to move
forward in creating a $1 million
program to subsidize tenants and
landlords unable to pay rent due to
circumstances related to COVID19, similar to the $100 million rent
relief fund the county launched last
month. City Attorney Larry Wiener
said AB 3088 changes the amount
of time Beverly Hills residents are
allowed to repay forborne between
March 1 and Jan. 31, 2021 until
March 31, 2022.
“The city's program for renter
relief is on Tuesday evening’s
agenda,” Wiener confirmed via
email. “At that point the City
Council will be making some
determinations regarding the structure of the program and the amount
of money to be dedicated.”
Both Beverly Hills and West
Hollywood are renter-majority
cities, and the actions of city leaders have the opportunity to help
private landlords who depend on
income derived from their properties.
West
Hollywood
Rent
Stabilization Director Pete Noonan
said that in the wake of the pandemic, the city expeditiously
worked to expand its rental-assistance program. According to
Public Information Officer Sheri
Lunn, since March 16, the city’s
social services partners have
received 1,144 requests from members of the community reaching out
for rental assistance and have
approved 941 grants, in the amount
of $907,397.
“Members of the community
continue reaching out to the city for
rental assistance,” she said.
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CALENDAR
Art of Andre
Hemer
Luis de Jesus Los Angeles presents
“Andre Hemer:
Sunset/Sunrise,”
an online exhibit
running from
Thursday, Sept.
10,
through
Saturday, Dec.
19. The exhibit
features new paintings, sculpture,
photographs and video. To view, visit
luisdejesus.com.

Short story
discussion
Join ChaiVillage LA for a virtual
installment of its Short Story
Discussion Group on Friday, Sept.
11, from 10:30 a.m. to noon. Sherri
Morr will facilitate a discussion about
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God,” by Joyce Carol Oates. The
story should be read in advance.
Register and read the story by visiting
chaivillagela.org/content.aspx?page_
id=4002&club_id=599592&item_id
=1267315.

Dulcimer Music
Festival
The deadline is Friday, Sept. 11, to
register for the online Dulcimer
Music Festival, which will be held
from Sept. 25-27. The festival is
sponsored by Southern California
Dulcimer Heritage, a private nonprofit group promoting hammed and
fretted
dulcimers,
traditional
acoustic instruments and a variety
of musical forms. Eighteen workshops will be held, as well as jam
sessions and more. The cost is $20
for one workshop; $50 for three
workshops. A jam session on Sept.
26, from 9:30 a.m.to 5 p.m.,
includes fretted and hammered dulcimers, bodhran (Irish drum),
ukulele, tin whistle and vocals. A
concert on Sept. 26, from 6 to 8
p.m., features Tina Bergmann on
hammered dulcimer, accompanied
on bass by Bryon Thomas and Neal
Hellman, on fretted dulcimer. The
cost for the concert is $15. Separate
workshops conducted by the featured artists will be held on Sept. 27,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The cost is
$50. scdh.org.

James Cromwell
The Robey Theatre Company’s
online Evening Conversations series
will feature actor James Cromwell on
Friday, Sept. 11, at 6 p.m., via Zoom.
Cromwell will discuss the current and
future state of the theater, the impact
of the pandemic on the performing
arts and the response of the arts to the
recent global uprising in support of
racial and social justice. The event
will be followed by a Q&A session.
Millena Gay, special events producer
for the Robey Theatre Company, will
moderate the conversation. It will be
available for viewing on the theater
company’s YouTube Channel beginning on Friday, Sept. 18. Suggested
donation is $10. To register, visit
robeytheatrecompany.org.

Latino Theater
Company’s ‘SHE’
The Latino Theater Company presents a preview reading of the new
coming-of-age drama “SHE,” by Los
Angeles-based playwright Marlow
Wyatt, on Friday, Sept. 11, at 7 p.m.,
and available on demand afterward
for 10 days. In a small town filled
with poverty and neglect, 13-year-old
SHE escapes by re-imagining her
reality through poetry, until – forced
to make her own way – she discovers
that dreams cost … and you don’t
always pay with money. Latino
Theater Company’s previously
announced on-stage world premiere
of “SHE” has been postponed until
next year. The reading on Friday,
Sept. 11 will be preceded by a live,
online conversation with the artists on
Thursday, Sept. 10, at 7 p.m.
thelatc.org.

Investment
seminar
The Los Angeles Chapter of the
American Association of Individual
Investors is hosting a seminar on
Saturday, Sept. 12, at 9 a.m., on
investing during the coronavirus pandemic, the economy and the stock
market. Howard Marks, co-founder
and co-chairman of Oaktree Capital,
will lead the presentation, which will
be followed by another online seminar titled “How Investors Can Survive
and Thrive in a World Gone Mad,” led
by Kristina Hooper, chief global market strategist for Invesco. The second
seminar will cover five different pos-

sible scenarios for economic recovery
and investment strategies for each
possibility. Viewing is free, but donations are requested. RSVP by visiting
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zF4pY2eERPSSuyRgwkENQ.

Cracow Duo
Holocaust Museum Los Angeles welcomes the Cracow Duo for a virtual
performance on
Sunday, Sept.
13, at noon.
Cellist
Jan
Kalinowski and
pianist Marek
Szlezerive will
livestream the
performance from the Kazimierz
Jewish Quarter in Krakow, Poland.
Suggested donation is $10. holocaustmuseumla.org.

‘The Hebrew
Hillbilly’ benefit
Enjoy a benefit online performance of
“The Hebrew Hillbilly” on Sunday,
Sept. 13, at 6:30 p.m., in support of the
Santa Monica Playhouse. Singer, songwriter, recording artist and performer
Shelley Fisher brings people together
with her warm
Memphis charm
and
earthy
Southern voice.
The
universal
show is both
appealing
and
poignant to all,
regardless of age or background. The
cost is $29.99, with all proceeds supporting the playhouse. santamonicaplayhouse.com/hebrewhillbilly.html
.

‘Fireside Chats
for 2020’
UCLA’s Center for the Art of
Performance presents Constance
Hockaday’s “Artists-In-Presidents:
Fireside Chats for 2020” running from
Tuesday, Sept. 14, through Friday,
Nov. 13, on radio, podcast and social
media. The project is one of this season’s micro-commissions. “Artists-InPresidents: Fireside Chats for 2020” is
a creative project directed by
Hockaday that recasts the presidency
with a multi-vocal entourage. Viewing
is free but donations are encouraged.
cap.ucla.edu/calendar/details/fireside.
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Beverly Hills denies Carson Road zone change
n Planning Commission

decision comes 13
years after application
By Laura CoLeman
In 2021, as required by state law,
the city of Beverly Hills will be
undertaking its mandated update of
the housing element of the general
plan. In furtherance of that initiative, on Aug. 27 the Beverly Hills
Planning Commission said it was
going to take an inclusive view to
rezoning portions of the city in opting not to rezone two parcels abut-

L.A. City
Planning to
remove shortterm rentals
Los Angeles City Planning has
launched a new online system that
makes it easier to identify and take
down illegal short-term rental listings. The system incorporates
technology to enable the department to automate the collection
and verification of short-term
rental listings.
The system, called the
Application
Programming
Interface or API, implements the
agreement, developed by City
Planning, that Airbnb entered into
with the city. The agreement provides additional recourse for Los
Angeles to initiate actions against
platforms that allow unregistered
or illegal listings to continue to
advertise online. A notable feature
of the API is its ability to remove
unregistered properties across the
city that are not owner-occupied
but operating as party homes.
Until recently, cities did not see
the need to regulate short-term
rentals. With the growth of the
internet and the sharing economy,
and particularly with Airbnb’s
launch in 2008, the home-sharing
model took root. Today, individuals and families seek out homes,
condominiums and apartments for
nightly rentals, as opposed to simply booking hotel accommodations – prompting the City
Council to establish a regulatory
framework in Los Angeles.
Since the start of enforcement
in November 2019, Los Angeles
has witnessed a 64% decrease in
short-term listings, amounting to
over 23,000 fewer citywide listings as of Aug. 1.
In addition to assisting with
enforcement, the API provides
Los Angeles with the ability to
monitor many of the world’s
short-term rental websites using
secure artificial-intelligence algorithms that link multiple listings
for the same property across hosting platforms.
Airbnb will be the first hosting
platform to pilot this program.
Once fully operational, Airbnb
listings that are ineligible or without a registration number will be
removed on a daily basis. These
ineligible listings include rent stabilized and affordable housing
units, as well as units that were
either subject to recent evictions
under the Ellis Act or have been
registered on the “Proactive
Prohibition” list by the landlord
or manager in charge of the property.

ting a five-story mixed-use project
located at 8600 Wilshire Blvd.
The Planning Commission’s
decision brings to conclusion a 13year process for the owners of 128
and 130 S. Carson Road. The two
single-family residential property
owners had sought to have their
parcels rezoned after the city
approved the five-story mixed-use
project for their neighbor on
Wilshire Boulevard.
“Right now, with the change in
the mixed-use ordinance and the
change in the housing element …
and what is going to take place
throughout the entire city … we
need to take a holistic approach,”
said Planning Commission Vice
Chair Lori Gordon, the only member of the commission to have been
a member of the past two ad-hoc
committees studying the issue.
Beverly Hills Public Information
Officer Keith Sterling said that the
city’s mixed-use ordinance was
expected to come before the
Beverly Hills City Council in
October.
In moving forward, the city will
be required to look more broadly at

its overall housing stock and develop opportunities to accommodate
additional housing units. The
revised housing element requires a
comprehensive study to deal with
the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment, which essentially tasks
Beverly Hills with adding roughly
3,000 residential units in the coming cycle, October 2021 through
October 2029. The details are
poised to be finalized in fall 2021.
The owner of 128 S. Carson
Road, whose property line is directly behind its Wilshire Boulevard
neighbor, spoke at the online
Planning Commission meeting
reminding commissioners that these
two individual, single-family-home
residential neighbors had been asking the city for a zone change allowing them the ability to build multifamily residential dwellings for 13
years.
“I have no view, I have no light, I
have no privacy,” said the owner of
130 S. Carson Road. “Please help
me.”
Senior Planner Timothea Tway
told the commission they were
“aware” that the City Council had

photo courtesy of Google Maps

The mixed-use project at 8600 Wilshire Blvd. has irked the owners of
nearby single-family homes

approved the mixed-use project on
Wilshire Boulevard in 2007. Since
that time, according to the Aug. 27
staff report authored by Tway, the
city had considered rezoning those
two specific parcels from singlefamily zoning to multi-family zoning “due to the impacts of the adjacent mixed-use building.”
“Since 2007, various efforts have
been made to determine whether
the two parcels in question should

be rezoned,” states the report. “At
this time, the ad hoc committee is
recommending that the Planning
Commission decline to rezone the
two single-family parcels … it may
be more appropriate to consider the
request of the subject property owners during a more holistic study of
zoning and the pattern of development in the city or the neighborhood than to rezone two parcels at
this time.”
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Parties pose a growing concern for Wilshire Division Police locate father and son
missing after visitation

By edwin folven

Large disruptive parties at houses
in the Hollywood Hills held in violation of public health orders have
received much media attention, but
the gatherings are also occurring in
the
Los
Angeles
Police
Department’s Wilshire Division
and have prompted a tougher
approach by law enforcement in
that area.
Capt. Shannon Paulson, commanding officer of the Wilshire
Division, said she is aware of six to
eight properties where complaints
were logged, and officers were sent
to disperse party-goers in recent
weeks. She added that some of the
parties have been held at short-term
rental properties, while others were
hosted by property owners.
“We are finding that some of
them are properties that are up for
sale, and real-estate agencies
engage with management companies who, in the interim, rent them
out. Some are done directly by the
owners themselves and some are
done through Airbnb,” Paulson
said.
The parties were mostly held at
properties in the Melrose District,
but Paulson declined to give specific addresses or street names
because citations have been issued
and are currently in the administrative process.
She said at least two properties
have received two warnings. If officers find parties occurring at those
sites again, additional citations will
be issued and property owners or
others hosting parties may face
prosecution and fines.
“The approach is consistent
throughout the department, but we
are fortunate at Wilshire that we are
not seeing the magnitude of the parties in Hollywood, either by numerical instances or locations or the
size of those parties that have gotten a lot of media attention,”
Paulson said. “I hesitate to go into
specifics because I don’t think it is
appropriate to give specific
addresses at this point, but we have
had some repeat offenders in the
Wilshire area. Some are in those
central areas off Melrose. They
have resulted in a variety of actions.
We have given initial and final
warnings per the policy to a couple
of properties and we are moving on
to final notice.”
Paulson said authorities are most
concerned about violence at parties.
Two people have been shot and
killed and several others wounded
at separate gatherings in the
Hollywood Hills during recent
weeks. Paulson said Wilshire
Division officers received a call

By edwin folven
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Crowds are dispersed when police receive complaints about parties, and
property owners and party hosts receive citations. The city is cracking
down on parties during public health orders due to the coronavirus.

about shots being fired at a party in
the Melrose District on the weekend of Aug. 29-30, but no arrests
were made, no injuries were reported and the case remains under
investigation. She declined to give
a location, but said officers found a
large party occurring at a house and
determined someone may have
fired a gun in celebration. No further details were available.
Mayor Eric Garcetti has authorized the Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power to shut off electricity and water service to repeat
offenders, although none of the
instances in the Wilshire Division
have risen to that level, Paulson
added. Garcetti recently authorized
utility disconnection at two houses
in the Hollywood Hills – one rented
and shared by TikTok social media
celebrities Bryce Hall and Blake
Gray that was the alleged site of
two parties in August, and another
residence located in the Cahuenga
Pass where warnings were issued
during at least two alleged parties.
Authorities did not release the
name of the owner of the property
in the Cahuenga Pass.
City Councilmen Paul Koretz,
5th District, and David Ryu, 4th
District, are calling for additional
measures including limiting the
number of guests at short-term
rentals and prohibiting live entertainment, music, valets and other
services used at large parties.
Paulson said although the parties
that officers have encountered in
the Wilshire Division have had
fewer people, crowds are dispersed
because large gatherings are disrupting neighbors. Gatherings are
also not currently allowed due to
Los Angeles County COVID-19
public health orders.
“What crosses the line into lawenforcement intervention is when

Adult film star faces new rape charges
A criminal complaint was
amended on Aug. 31 against adult
film star Ron Jeremy, charging him
with 20 additional sexual assault
counts involving 13 female victims,
the Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office announced.
The 67-year-old defendant,
whose legal name is Ron Jeremy
Hyatt, faces six new counts of sexual battery by restraint, five counts
of forcible rape, three counts of
forcible oral copulation, two counts
of forcible penetration by a foreign
object and one count each of
sodomy, assault with intent to commit rape, penetration by a foreign
object on an unconscious or sleeping victim, and lewd conduct with a

15-year-old female victim. The
alleged crimes date to 2004, prosecutors said.
The defendant was charged in
June with three counts each of
forcible rape and forcible penetration by a foreign object, and one
count each of forcible oral copulation and sexual battery.
The new charges span a 16-year
period and the victims ages range
from 15 to 54, said Deputy District
Attorneys Paul Thompson and
Marlene Martinez, who are prosecuting the case.
If convicted as charged, the
defendant faces a possible maximum sentence of more than 250
years to life in state prison.

the party becomes a disruption,”
Paulson said. “Our primary concern is it’s disruptive to the neighborhood and a violation, so there
will be an effort made to disperse
the crowd. That can and at times
has included the use of an airship
(police helicopter) to fly over the
offending back yard and give warnings by a P.A. system.”
Paulson said Wilshire Division
administrators maintain a list of
properties where citations have
been issued, and patrol officers
check to ensure gatherings are not
recurring. If problems persist at
those sites, Paulson warned it will
be documented and the information
will be sent to city prosecutors.
“There is a certain amount of
self-determination and responsibility here. We will take steps to
address a disruption,” Paulson
said. “We encourage people not to
hold disruptive parties and will
take measures to address them if
they do.”

Law enforcement authorities
announced late Wednesday that a
father and his 6-year-old son who
disappeared from the Wilshire
area on Sept. 6 were located in Las
Vegas.
The father, Rodney Dorsett Jr.,
25, allegedly fled with his biological son, Chance, after the two
came together for a routine visitation. Authorities believed the pair
may have been traveling to Texas,
where other family members live.
Dorsett Jr. was arrested for a warrant, although no further information was provided about that
alleged crime. Chance was found
safe and is in custody of the
Department of Children and
Family Services, police said.
Rodney Dorsett, Sr., the boy’s
grandfather and the suspect’s
father, has full custody of Chance.
He dropped off Chance with his
son at approximately 4 p.m. on
Sept. 6 and called police later that
evening after his son and grandson
did not return to a designated loca-
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Rodney Dorsett Jr. allegedly fled
with his son Chance, and the pair
was found in Las Vegas.

tion. The Los Angeles Police
Department issued a Child
Abduction Regional Emergency
Alert, or CARE Alert, on Sept. 7.
Dorsett Jr. and Chance were last
seen at the corner of Redondo and
Washington boulevards.
On Tuesday, LAPD officials
said the FBI was involved in the
investigation because the suspect
was believed to have possibly
crossed state borders with his son.
Anyone with information is
urged to call the LAPD’s Wilshire
Division at (213)922-8205, or the
FBI at (310)477-6565.

BHPD prioritizes enforcement
of distracted driving laws
The Beverly Hills Police
Department will deploy additional
patrol officers in September to look
for drivers violating the hands-free
cell phone law. Drivers are not
allowed to hold a phone or electronic device while driving, including
for talking, texting or using an app.
“Distracted driving is a serious

issue, but one that can be easily
solved simply by putting the phone
down,” BHPD interim Chief
Dominick Rivetti said. “That text,
phone call, email or social media
post can wait.”
For information, visit beverlyhills.org/departments/policedepartment.
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LA Pride nonprofit names new president
n No changes

announced regarding
plan to leave WeHo
By cameron kiszla
Christopher Street West, the nonprofit that puts on the annual LA
Pride Parade and Festival formerly
held in West Hollywood, has
appointed Sharon-Franklin Brown
to serve as its next president.
Brown, who was a member of the
organization’s board of directors
prior to her selection as president,
began serving in her new role on
Sept. 2. She is the first a Black
transgender woman to serve as
president of CSW.
“Plain and simple, Sharon is the
best person to lead our organization,” said Noah Gonzalez, who
serves as vice president of the
board, in an email. “We are incredibly lucky to have a leader like her
take us into the next chapter of LA
Pride. She has the professional
experience and knowledge that we
need to make important changes,
as well as highlight opportunities
that the organization can support
to engage our community further.
Her work in advocacy and who
she is as a person only further confirm why our choice was easy in
electing Sharon as our next president.”
In an email, Brown said she
wants to emphasize “diversifying
the board, and evolve inclusion to a
level where everyone from our
community has a sense of belonging and, more importantly, input.”
The board plans to have its executive committee meet weekly,
instead of monthly, in order to
“strategize the organization’s efforts
in supporting our Los Angeles
LGBTQ+ community, as well as
efforts to empower our sibling organizations locally and across the

WHWRA to
hold forum
for City
Council
candidates
On Sunday, Sept. 13, the West
Hollywood West Residents
Association will host a virtual
forum for 11 candidates for West
Hollywood City Council. The
event, which will be moderated by
WHWRA President
Leslie
Karliss, will take place from 4 to
5:30 p.m. on the WHWRA
YouTube Channel.
West Hollywood City Council
candidates – Marco Colantonio,
John Heilman, John Duran,
Christopher McDonald, Sepi
Shyne, Jerome Cleary, Mark
Farhad Yusupov, John Erickson,
Tom Demille, Larry Block and
Noemi Torres – will each speak
about their vision for West
Hollywood and the West
Hollywood West neighborhood.
At the end, there will be a limited
amount of time to ask the candidates a few questions.
For
information,
visit
whwra.org
and
youtube.com/channel/UCdrj3IxPi7AFZmSURA4_Sw/featured.

country,” Brown said.
“One of my top priorities will be
to work with our new leadership
team to be proactive in our engagement within the community
throughout the entire year,” Brown
said. “There are so many incredible
LGBTQ+ organizations here in Los
Angeles doing the tough and needed work. I want us to support that
programming that already exists, as
well as future opportunities that
develop from new conversation
that builds and allows for safe
spaces for our community. This is
what LA Pride has always been
about.”
Brown
replaces
Estevan

Montemayor
as
president.
Montemayor was not made available for comment, but Gonzalez
said Montemayor, who serves as
deputy chief of staff for Los
Angeles City Councilman David
Ryu, 4th District, always planned
to leave after the Pride 50th
anniversary
celebration
this
year, which was disrupted by the
coronavirus pandemic, so he could
“be focused on his work on the
2020 election.”
“As the outgoing president, he
helped champion Sharon into her
newly elected position,” Gonzalez
said.
In July, CSW announced that LA

Pride would be leaving West
Hollywood, starting with next
year’s celebration. In an open letter
the CSW board sent to the West
Hollywood City Council, the board
cited “construction in West
Hollywood Park, the changing
demographics of Greater Los
Angeles, our commitment to being
responsive to the LGBTQIA+ community’s needs, and our allyship
and collaboration with other movements for social change” as reasons
for their decision.
When asked if the leadership
changes at CSW will affect anything regarding LA Pride’s decision
to leave West Hollywood, Gonzalez
said that “at this time, we are still in
discussions with our team and community stakeholders.”

photo courtesy of Christopher Street West
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COVID creates in-person love lockdown
n During pandemic,

apps offer events, deals
for Angelenos
By cameron kiszla
Dating in the Los Angeles area
was hard enough before March, but
with in-person dating largely
restricted due to the coronavirus
pandemic, singles in the Los
Angeles area have faced limited
options.
Emily, a West Hollywood resident who asked that her last name
be withheld for privacy reasons,
said seeking romantic relationships
has been made “even more complicated” by the shutdowns.
“No one knew that it was going
to go on for this long,” she added.
This spring, when the restrictions
were more severe and there was
more uncertainty about the timing
of the lockdown, dating pretty
much came to a halt for 34-year-old
Marina del Rey resident Chris
Barulich.
“I was dating on and off, and then
it stopped because you couldn’t
really go out, you couldn’t go to the
bars, you couldn’t go to the clubs. It
killed everything and no one wanted to meet up because they were
afraid of the coronavirus, it was terrible,” Barulich said.
Instead, single Angelenos have
turned to virtual dating, and a pair
of apps with competing strategies
and local connections are gaining
popularity.
The dating app S’More has seen a
strong uptick in all types of engagement, CEO Adam Cohen Aslatei
said, with people using S’More
more often and for “longer sessions,
stronger sessions and ultimately
more dates.”
S’More takes physical appearance out of the equation, at least at
first, by requiring users to interact
with each other about their interests
and personalities. As the relationship progresses, the users’ photos
become unblurred, which Aslatei
said allows people to connect with
others based on deeper factors than
appearance and has drawn comparisons to the Netflix dating show
“Love is Blind,” as both require a

connection to be formed before
unveiling what people look like.
“We’re not building a dating app;
we’re building a community,”
Cohen said. “Dating apps are transactional. Once you find your person, you leave. Our app is about
creating relationships, any kind of
relationship that’s not superficial,
and if you want to find a friend and
not base it on a headshot, you can
do that on S’More.”
Emily, the West Hollywood resident, said it “can be daunting at
first” to emphasize conversation
before appearance, but she’s a fan
of the approach, which she
described as “different than the
other apps that are out there.”
“I just think that, in general, I’m
not usually somebody who would
be so inclined to use a dating app. I
like to meet someone in person. But
in these times, [S’More] is a good
option, and [the pandemic] was the
kick I needed to download it and try
it out. I would say to anyone questioning it, just give it a try,” she said.
Cohen, a former resident of
Beverly Hills whose family still
resides in the city, said everyone
being stuck at home has “helped the
whole industry” of virtual dating, as
“the excuse of ‘I don’t have time to
date’ went out the window.” Instead
of attending in-person events,
S’More offers virtual get-togethers,
such as happy hours on Instagram
Live. Celebrity involvement helps
drive users to the app, as the events
feature guests like Sutton Stracke of
“The Real Housewives of Beverly
Hills,” who discussed dating in
Beverly Hills.
S’More is also making an effort
to reach all Angelenos. Last month,
S’More offered a free class taught
by celebrity chef David Rose
through the virtual cooking class
service Kookoo Club. These types
of experiences will help new relationships develop a closer bond,
Cohen said.
“Even if you have a special person in your life, you can use
S’more, and we hope you do,
because we’re building a community,” he said.
While S’More obscures faces
until a relationship can be built, dating app Filter Off takes the opposite

Schiff virtually visits
Mid City West board

photo courtesy of Mid City West

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Burbank) joined the Mid City West
Community Council virtual board meeting on Sept. 8.
Schiff provide a live update on multiple topics, including COVID19, the Paycheck Protection Program from the U.S. Small Business
Administration, and election security and turnout for the November
presidential election.
To request a recording of the meeting, email
board@midcitywest.org. For information, visit midcitywest.org.

approach, requiring face-to-face
interaction – at least virtually –
early in the process. Unlike many
popular dating apps that have users
like or dislike profiles that often
include photos and text, Filter Off
requires a brief video chat before
either party can say yes or no.
“I always felt dating apps were
really inefficient,” said Zach
Schleien, a cofounder of Filter Off.
“It would take a lot of time to
swipe, chat with them and then go
out to meet them, but oftentimes,
there was no chemistry. I wanted to
develop an efficient way to meet
people.”
Schleien said his app has also
seen an uptick in users during the
pandemic – a “30-fold increase” in
traffic, by his count – and Filter Off
also offers a pair of services: a
matchmaker to connect people and
interest- and group-based virtual
events to allow people to connect
themselves, similar to speed-dating.
The events are organized around
passions and locations, such as an
event for fans of health and fitness
in Beverly Hills on Sept. 17, or
they’re set up by organizations that
want to help their members find
relationships. Schleien said both the
interest-based and group-hosted
events are reflections of the way
relationships have traditionally
begun.
“When you think about dating, a
lot of people meet their significant
others at university, or they’re
attending a party or event,” he said.
“You’re attending a university or
event with people who are likeminded … or it’s around a specific

photo courtesy of Adam Cohen Aslatei

Adam Coen Aslatei, a former
Beverly Hills resident with ties to
the community, is CEO of the dating app S’More.
photo courtesy of Filter Off

theme. Our user base, they want to
meet like-minded singles. People
like to meet like-minded folks, so
that’s why organizations love it too,
so they can allow their audience to
connect with one another when they
have similar interests.”
The users treat the virtual events
similarly to real-life parties as well,
Schleien said.
“I think people are just sick and
tired of dating apps, and Filter Off is
this new paradigm of dating, being
video-first. People do their makeup
before events and bring a glass of
wine with them, and it really is an
experience and makes it so special,”
he said.
Barulich, the single from Marina

The Filter Off dating app requires a
virtual face-to-face conversation
before users can decide if they’d like
to pursue the relationship or not.

del Rey, said he enjoys meeting
people on Filter Off, and he could
see the app becoming the most popular dating app in the near future.
“It’s great just to talk to people.
There’s no pressure. It’s nice going
on and having a video date with
people, because sometimes there’s
no connection … If you meet someone you like, it’s cool and you can
message them after,” he said.
For information, visit smoredate.com and getfilteroff.com.
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Newsom appoints 15 Superior Court judges
Last month, Gov. Gavin
Newsom announced the appointment of 15 California superior court
judges, which include seven in Los
Angeles County, one in Riverside
County, two in Sacramento County,
one in San Bernardino County, one
in San Francisco County, one in
Santa Clara County, one in Shasta
County and one in Ventura County.
Two of the appointed judges hail
from Los Angeles.
Lee S. Arian, 57, of Los Angeles,
has been appointed to serve as a
judge in the Los Angeles County
Superior Court. Arian has been a
partner at Nelson Hardiman since

2017. He was vice president of advisory services at Optum Inc. from
2015 to 2017 and staff vice president
at Anthem Inc. from 2004 to 2015.
He served as an assistant U.S. attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office,
Central District of California, from
1991 to 2004 and was an associate at
Dewey Ballantine from 1988 to
1991. Arian earned a Juris Doctor
degree from the University of
California, Los Angeles School of
Law. He fills the vacancy created by
the retirement of Judge Scott M.
Gordon. Arian is a Democrat.
Katherine Chilton, 61, of Los
Angeles, has been appointed to

serve as a judge in the Los Angeles
County Superior Court. Chilton has
been director of content litigation at
Netflix Inc. since 2017. She held
several positions at Warner Bros.
Entertainment Inc. from 1993 to
2017, including vice president and
senior litigation counsel. Chilton
was an associate at Skadden, Arps,
Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP from
1987 to 1993 and at Kirkland &
Ellis LLP from 1985 to 1987. She
earned a Juris Doctor degree from
the University of Iowa College of
Law. She fills the vacancy created
by the retirement of Judge Marvin
M. Lager. Chilton is a Democrat.

photo courtesy of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s office

Lee S. Arian

photo courtesy of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s office

Katherine Chilton

To our readers,

Miracle Mile chamber to host Mirabel discussion

Starting today, we have expanded our coverage in the neighborhood. We are now delivering to Bel Air residents in the 90077 zip
code. This is part of an overall plan to increase news coverage and
penetration into vital areas of our communities.
If you have any suggestions, questions or comments, please email
me at michael@beverlypress.com.

On Sept. 17, the Greater Miracle
Mile Chamber of Commerce’s virtual lunch will feature developer
Wally Marks, who will discuss the
Mirabel project at 5401 Wilshire
Blvd. The project was approved by
the Mid City West Community
Council last month.
The Mirabel, a new 42-story,
mixed-use building with up to 348
dwelling units and approximately
14,600 square feet of ground floor
commercial, is expected to include
38 affordable dwelling units, including 29 dwelling units restricted at
the very low-income level and nine
units restricted at moderate-income.
The façade of the building –
known as the Sontag Building – is
currently occupied by Wilshire
Beauty Supply at 5401 Wilshire
Blvd. Wilshire Beauty Supply will
move out, and the exterior will be
rehabilitated and reconstructed as
part of the project.
The format will include a 15- to
20-minute presentation, followed
by a Q-and-A period.
No ticket is required for this
meeting, but those interested in
joining the raffle at the end of the
meeting are asked to make a reservation by emailing info@miraclemilechamber.org.
The Zoom meeting ID is 818
3528 2954. For information, call
(323)964-5454.

Thank you,
Michael Villalpando
Publisher

L.A. County to expand worker
protections amid COVID-19
On Sept. 1, the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors voted
unanimously to expand worker protections. The motion, authored by
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas,
2nd District, and co-authored by
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, 3rd
District, establishes the Office of
Labor Equity to promote and
enforce the county’s labor laws as
well as lead policy research and
development with a focus on racial,
health and economic equity.
According to the motion, Los
Angeles County has experienced
unemployment rates of approximately 20% over the past few
months, and the total unemployment
claims in the state of California since
March 8 has surpassed 7.1 million.
A July 2020 study by the California
Employment
Development
Department
Labor
Market
Information Division indicated that
workplace transmissions account for
almost half of COVID-19 cases, and
these impacts are particularly felt
among the Latinx and Black workers that represent a disproportionately large portion of the essential
workforce.
“It’s even more difficult these

days to be a low-wage essential
worker,” Kuehl said. “You are barely able to make it financially and to
make it even worse, your employer
has made clear they will not enforce
COVID-19 public health guidelines.
Your dilemma: should you risk your
job or your life? That’s why we
want to make sure that employees
can report violations of our County
Health Orders and feel confident
they will not face retaliation from
their employer. By creating an
Office of Labor Equity, we can
make sure that workers will have
their rights protected and not have to
jeopardize their jobs in order to protect their health and safety.”
Studies by the Brookings
Institute and Harvard Business
Review have shown that strong
worker protections decrease
turnover and increase productivity,
preserve employer-employee relations and attract economically complex industries that accelerate
regional economic growth.
“This is not only a necessary
investment in our most vulnerable
workers,” Ridley-Thomas said.
“This is a prudent investment in the
future of our region.”

Notable quotes
“He knew what those jubilant crowds did not know but could have
learned from books: that the plague bacillus never dies or disappears
for good; that it can lie dormant for years and years in furniture and
linen-chests; that it bides its time in bedrooms, cellars, trunks, and
bookshelves; and that perhaps the day would come when, for the bane
and enlightening of men, it would rouse up its rats again and send
them forth to die in a happy city.”
Albert Camus
1913-1960
“The Plague” (“Le Peste”)

Albert Camus was a French novelist who published “Le Peste” (The
Plague) in 1947, an allegorical account of the fight against an epidemic set in the French Algerian town or Oran. The book deserves a first
or re-read today.
(source: “Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations”)

rendering courtesy of Walter N. Marks Inc.
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LADWP scrambles to keep pace with outages
Power was mostly restored on
Sept. 8 to thousands of households
in Los Angeles after a heat wave
last weekend caused widespread
outages.
Power had been restored to
approximately 4,700 residential
customers who had lost service
over the weekend, with the largest
number of remaining homes with-

out power on Tuesday – 1,522 –
being in the West Adams District.
Los Angeles Department of Water
and Power crews worked to restore
power to the remaining residences
by later that day or the following
morning.
The LADWP said most outages
were repaired within 24-48 hours,
but some areas experienced longer

WeHo reopens more park space,
Helen Albert Farmers’ Market
The city of West Hollywood
issued a new order on Sept. 8
reopening West Hollywood Park
and Plummer Park for public use
by optional reservation.
Reservations are available at
Plummer Park in the Vista Lawn
and Fuller Lawn areas and at West
Hollywood Park in the Great Lawn
area. Visitors at Plummer Park and
West Hollywood Park may also
use non-reserved park areas without a reservation for passive recreation.
Reservations for park space
must be made at least 24 hours in
advance. Numbered spaces will be
outlined in the grass and city staff
will be available to assist users’
with finding spaces. Individuals
can book a space for a two-hour
period between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Reserving a park space is free.
Visitors at West Hollywood parks
must comply with park guidelines
including wearing masks or face
coverings and adhering to physical
distancing. Reservations may be
made by visiting apm.activecommunities.com/weho.
Organized activities and group
fitness classes, yoga instruction,
dog training and personal training
sessions are not permitted in all
city parks. Playgrounds, bathrooms and water fountains remain
closed.

Neighborhood parks and dog
parks at West Hollywood Park and
William S. Hart Dog Park remain
open, subject to park users’ compliance with face covering and
social distancing requirements.
Park patrons are subject to administrative citation for not voluntarily
using face coverings. Balls, toys
and any other shared equipment
are not permitted in the dog parks,
and water stations remain closed.
Additionally, tennis courts at
West Hollywood Park and
Plummer Park remain open at. As
with dog parks, city staff and sheriff’s department personnel will
monitor adherence to requirements.
The city has also announced that
the Helen Albert Certified
Farmers’ Market will reopen on
Monday, Sept. 14, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. at Plummer Park. New safety
measures will be in effect. A
“senior hour” will be held from 9
to 10 a.m. to allow customers 55
and older priority access to the
market. Seniors may approach the
front of the line near the entrance
during that time.
The market is located at the
north parking lot of Plummer Park
at 1200 N. Vista St. All customers,
vendors, and staff are required to
wear protective face coverings.
For information, visit weho.org.

Letters to the Editor
Mirabel project
continues to
make waves
Re “Miracle Mile’s Mirabel
moves ahead,” Aug. 27 issue
I appreciate the very thorough
article by Cameron Kiszla. While
I strongly disagree with the proposed project, the author presented all sides in a clear and wellwritten article.
While it is true the Mid City
West Community Council did
pass the motion to support the
project, there was a strong vote
against the project, with 33% of
the council voting no for the first
time on a development project in
over a year. It is clear that this
project needs revision.
It was of particular frustration
for me to hear the developer and
his staff say how important it is to
maintain the culture and style and
history of the Miracle Mile,
while arguing for a structure that
will begin the destruction of the
area. We would all like there to
be fewer cars, but the reality is
expensive apartment dwellers

will rarely be taking the subway.
The building has space for
approximately 1.3 cars per unit,
which will be a problem for the
neighborhood. It is hard to
believe that the very few low
income units will really be available to those in need, but rather
diminished or lost as the project
goes forward.
This structure is approximately
twice as tall as any other in the
area. Setbacks and floor area
ratios and so many aspects are
serious problems.
The Mirabel, though a lovely
name, is wrong, as currently proposed, for the Miracle Mile, for
the surrounding neighborhood,
for our community.
Roy Stone
retired librarian
Fairfax Branch Library
Longwood Place
I live in the Miracle Mile area
and I strongly oppose the
Mirabel 42-story luxury skyscraper. Many residents feel the
same way I do.
Patricia Hollander
Cloverdale Avenue

disruptions
of
service.
Approximately 1,800 customers
lost electrical power at different
times last weekend in the MidWilshire area, 1,330 lost power in
Park La Brea and the surrounding
community and 1,050 households
lost power in the Hollywood Hills.
The LADWP reported the highest
number of outages in the San
Fernando Valley, where temperatures topped 120 degrees
Fahrenheit in some areas.
The LADWP posts updates on
outages on social media, and information is available by visiting ladwpnews.com.

photo courtesy of LADWP

Crews worked at many locations in the local area to restore power during
the heat wave last weekend.

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a Public
Hearing to consider the following item:
LOCATIONS:

CITYWIDE, West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:

An amendment to Title 19 West Hollywood Zoning Ordinance, to
allow modifications to the affordable housing requirements and incentives, and off-street parking requirements, for 100% affordable
housing projects in accordance with State law.

PERMIT(S):

Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):

City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE
OF HEARING:

Teleconference Meeting
Monday, September 21, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.
Given the local, state and nation state of emergency, this meeting will be a teleconferenced meeting (with detailed instructions
for participation included on the posted agenda).

ZONES:

Citywide

ENVIRONMENTAL Categorically exempt from the provisions of the California EnSTATUS:
vironmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section §15061
(Review for Exemption).
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and state of emergency, City Hall is currently
closed. The staff report will be available on Wednesday, September 16, 2020 on-line
at www.weho.org
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues
you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood City Council, via the Planning &
Development Services Department at, or prior to, the Public Hearing.
If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the
hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the
City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to express their opinion in this matter.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS AND WOULD LIKE A MAILED COPY
OF THE AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT, OR YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION
regarding this item, contact Rachel Dimond, Senior Planner in the Planning & Development Services Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:
rdimond@weho.org
Yvonne Quarker, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации
на русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

9 September 10, 2020

New options available for contactless fare payment
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
recently announced that Metro
Transit Access Pass cards are available on the iPhone and Apple Watch,
providing a contactless way for riders to pay for bus and rail fares operated by Metro and 25 local transit
agencies.
“We have to eliminate barriers
between our transportation system
and our essential workers, front line
heroes, hard-hit households and
Angelenos from every neighborhood, community and zip code. This
is always important, but even more
critical in this current crisis,” Garcetti
said. “The new mobile TAP app
makes Metro one of the first transit
agencies in the country to put the
power to pay your fares in the palm
of your hands – tapping into our
city’s innovative spirit to bring
greater safety, equity, sustainability
and convenience to riders, drivers,
transit operators and anyone riding
our trains and buses.”
Riders who download the app can
pay fares for trains and buses by
holding their device near a TAP validator without using Face ID, Touch
ID or waking the device. Metro

patrons will be able to add fare payment using Apple Pay on their
phone, removing the need to physically interact with a TAP vending
machine at Metro stations. An
Android version of the app is currently being developed for implementation later this year.
“In the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic, this new feature offers a
great option for essential workers,
honors social distancing with no bus
operator interaction needed by the
rider, and works on all TAP participating agencies, whether riders board
at the front or at rear doors,” Metro
CEO Phillip A. Washington said.
Riders will be able to add their
TAP cards to their Apple Wallet in
addition to the TAP mobile app,
which allows for simple account
management, regional trip planning
and access to all Metro passes
including Metro Bike Share. The
TAP app supports Metro’s subsidized transit pass programs, including Reduced Fare and Low Income
Fare is Easy, as well as cash payments through the Pay Near Me service.
“With TAP cards now available on

iPhone and Apple Watch, those in
Los Angeles using public transportation have a safe, secure and extremely convenient way to pay for their
bus or train fare,” said Jennifer
Bailey, vice president of Apple Pay.
“By simply placing their Apple
device near the TAP dial, Metro riders can quickly board and avoid
touching vending machines – all
while keeping their transaction
information private.”
The mobile TAP card is compatible with iPhone 8 and later models,
and Apple Watch Series 3 and later
models. For information, visit taptogo.net.

photo courtesy of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office

Mayor Eric Garcetti demonstrated the ease of using Apple iPhones or
Apple Watches to pay fares on the Metro transit system.

Metro reschedules meeting
on COVID-19 recovery
Metro has rescheduled a virtual
public meeting on COVID-19
recovery efforts from today, Sept.
10, to Thursday, Oct. 1, when draft
recommendations will be released
and public input will be accepted.
At the upcoming virtual meeting,
Metro’s Recovery Task Force will
present draft recommendations
developed with feedback from
Metro employees and the public.

The meeting will be held on Oct. 1,
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. To view the presentation and participate, visit
bit.ly/metrorecoverymeeting.
Those who prefer to listen and comment by phone can call (877)4228614, and use the conference ID:
4321142#. Draft task force recommendations will be available online
the week of the meeting. For information, visit metro.net/recover.

BHTOTA 3X12 New
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Purple Line subway work keeps moving ahead
Metro is offering updates on
Purple Line construction at many
locations
along
Wilshire
Boulevard.
Excavation continues through
the first quarter of 2021 underneath
Wilshire Boulevard at the future
Wilshire/Rodeo subway station in
Beverly Hills. Wilshire Boulevard
has been reduced to two lanes in
each direction between Beverly
and Canon drives to facilitate the
removal of soil, and may be
reduced to one lane in each direction at night. Reeves Drive will
remain closed during excavation,
as well as sidewalks on the west
side of Reeves Drive and the south
side Wilshire Boulevard between
Beverly and Reeves drives.
Through Friday, Sept. 18, intermittent lane reductions will be
implemented from 8 p.m. to 7 a.m.
in the intersection of Wilshire/La
Cienega to support instrumentation
readings. Northbound La Cienega
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes between Gregory Way and
Wilshire Boulevard. Southbound
La Cienega Boulevard will be
reduced to a single lane between
Clifton Way and Wilshire
Boulevard. Westbound Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes between Hamilton and
Stanley Drive, and eastbound
Wilshire Boulevard will be
reduced to a single lane between
Stanley Drive and La Cienega
Boulevard. All left turns will be
restricted in the intersection.
Station construction, material
deliveries and concrete pouring
also continues at the site of a future
subway station in Beverly Hills at
Wilshire/La Cienega. Intermittent
lane reductions may be in place.
Gale Drive will be intermittently
closed at Wilshire Boulevard to
support construction activities in
the Gale staging yard. Work hours
are 4 a.m. to 6 p.m. Access to Gale
Drive will be maintained from San
Vicente Boulevard. The closure is
a public safety measure due to a

high volume of vehicles entering
and exiting the Gale staging yard.
Metro is requesting a waiver of
the holiday work moratorium in
Beverly Hills, which will allow
work
to
continue
from
Thanksgiving through New Year’s
Eve. No work would occur on
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas and
New Year’s Day. If approved by
the Beverly Hills City Council,
expedited excavation, geotechnical
instrumentation and further station
construction will occur during the
holidays. An application has been
submitted to the city requesting a
waiver and the request will be considered at a future council meeting
at a date to be determined.
At
the
intersection
of
Wilshire/San Vicente, a K-rail
enclosure has been implemented
within the center lanes. The enclosure is expected to be in place for
approximately two months and
will support ongoing tunnel and
mitigation work underneath
Wilshire Boulevard. All left turns
in the intersection will be restricted. Directional closures will be
implemented on weekends.
Station construction, hauling and
concrete pouring is ongoing at
Wilshire/Fairfax. Through summer
2021, Wilshire Boulevard will be
reduced to two lanes in each direction between San Diego Way and
Spaulding Avenue. Ogden Drive
will be closed intermittently
Monday through Saturday at
Wilshire Boulevard. Orange Grove
Avenue remains closed south of
Wilshire Boulevard. Intermittent
lane closures may be in place in the
Wilshire/Fairfax station area.
Hauling and deliveries continue
to the future subway station site at
Wilshire/La
Brea.
Through
February
2021,
Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
Detroit and June streets, and
Orange Drive will be closed north
of Wilshire Boulevard, to support
the construction of station

appendages adjacent to the
Wilshire/La Brea station. Daily
lane closures supporting station
construction will continue through
the end of 2020 and Wilshire
Boulevard may also intermittently
be reduced to a single lane in each
direction from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
9 p.m. to 5 a.m., between Detroit
Street and Highland Avenue.
Through Friday, Sept. 18,
Sycamore Avenue will be closed
100 feet north of Wilshire
Boulevard to support work on a
waterline.
Wilshire Boulevard has been
reduced to two lanes in each direction between June Street and
Muirfield Road. A work zone at
Wilshire/Rimpau is expected to be
in place until next March and supports concrete pouring underground in the subway tunnels.
Near Wilshire/Western, tunneling support and street maintenance
work is also occurring. Work is
ongoing 24-hours at a staging yard
just west of the intersection of
Wilshire Boulevard and Western
Avenue. Northbound Manhattan

photo by Edwin Folven

Orange Drive is closed north of Wilshire Boulevard to support the construction of station appendages adjacent to the Wilshire/La Brea station.

Place will be closed intermittently
just north of Wilshire Boulevard
from 4 a.m. to midnight, Monday
through Friday, and 8 a.m. to 11
p.m., Saturday and Sunday. Access
to businesses will be maintained.
Intermittent single-lane closures
may also occur on Wilshire
Boulevard between Western

Avenue and Manhattan Place as a
public safety measure to support
ongoing excavation and construction.
For questions and concerns, call
the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.

We’re Open! Come On In!

Ensuring the safety of Allan Jeffries
clients and staff is our primary goal.
Clients and customers must have a face mask
or covering when entering the store.
If you don’t have a face mask or covering,
we will provide one for you
Gloves and hand sanitizer are provided as well.
Plexiglass separates employees and clients,
tools are sanitized, and the staff
cleans the store routinely.
Health protocols and safety measures based
on the state and county’s orders have been
met, and we went beyond that to create a
welcoming space to ensure
customers are confident coming in.

Call today!

Built on an old-fashioned
foundation of honesty and trust,
we stand proud and look
forward to continuing to
serve you and the community
now and for the future.

“We are proud of the fact that we are
protecting our clients and protecting
employees both equally.
I am really grateful and appreciative to all
of my customers and neighbors for coming
out in support of my business during
tough times like this.”
— Allan

Phone & virtual appointments available

Allan Jeffries Framing
8301 W. Third St. • Los Angeles, CA 90048
323.655.1296 • www.allanjeffries.com
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#1 LIAR IN CHIEF!

Not only did Donald Trump utter so many lies in his speech at the Republican National Convention, he continued
his lying over the weekend. As documented by the Washington Post, the New York Times, NPR, Politifact, NBC
News and CNN, among others, Trump lied every 3 minutes during his 70 minute tirade during the convention.
Some of the biggest whoppers are below:
“The United States has among the lowest case [COVID] fatality rates of any major country in the world.”
— Trump
This is false. Case fatality measures how many people known to have gotten covid-19 eventually die of covid19, and the U.S. rate is currently 3.1 percent. Johns Hopkins University says that puts the United States 11th
among the 20 countries most affected by the disease; the United States ranks fourth for deaths per 100,000
population.
“I have done more for the African American community than any president since Abraham Lincoln, our ﬁrst
Republican president.”
— Trump
Historians say this claim is ridiculous. Trump has taken few actions speciﬁcally on behalf of African Americans.
“We will always and very strongly protect patients with preexisting conditions. And that is a pledge from the
entire Republican Party.”
— Trump
This could hardly be more false — and the Washington Post has given Trump’s claim their worst rating, a Bottomless Pinocchio.
Daniel Dale fact checked the entire speech for CNN and outlined more than 20 bald-faced lies. Here’s just a few:
1. “Trump said Joe Biden is ‘talking about taking down the border wall.’ Biden has speciﬁcally, explicitly rejected
that idea. He just said he’ll stop further additional construction.”
2. “Trump claimed, as always, that he is the one who passed the veterans’ choice law. Barack Obama signed
that into law in 2014. Trump signed a 2018 law to modify it.”
6. “He said they opened a Jerusalem embassy for less than $500,000. Early documents show it was at least
$21 million.”
13. “He suggested Joe Biden would conﬁscate guns. That’s baseless. Biden is running on a non-mandatory buyback of so-called assault weapons.”
14. “He said Democrats want to defund the police. Biden, again, doesn’t, has rejected that.”
From his “press conference” at the White House on Monday, reacting to a story in The Atlantic, Trump continued
to disparage the military. In reference to him calling soldiers “losers” and “suckers,” Trump said “Only an animal
would say things like that.” Yet he called Senator John McCain a loser and attacked a Gold Star family, the
Khans. He also lied when he said he was so upset about not going to the Aisne-Marne American Cemetery, he
called the First Lady back in Washington D.C. SHE WAS ON THE TRIP WITH HIM IN FRANCE!
According to the Washington Post, Trump has now made more than 20,000 public false or misleading claims
since he assumed office. He will stop at nothing to win. We must vote him OUT of office.

VOTE BIDEN NOV. 3

PAID ADVERTISEMENT CECELIA KING. NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE DNC OR DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGN. INDEPENDENT OF ANY PAC.
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LADOT opens application
period for speed humps

photo courtesy of LADOT

The Los Angeles Department of Transportation is encouraging residents who want speed humps in their neighborhoods to apply
online.
Speed humps help slow traffic on residential streets. Completing a
speed hump request involves multiple steps of engagement and technical review. The LADOT prioritizes requests based on technical feasibility and need, and due to the department’s limited budget, a limited number of speed humps will be available citywide.
The LADOT’s Speed Hump Program opens a new review cycle
every six months allowing the public to submit petitions for speed
humps. The next application period opens on Wednesday, Sept. 16, at
8 a.m., and will close when 450 applications (30 from each council
district) have been submitted.
For information and to submit an application, visit
ladot.lacity.org/projects/safety-programs/speed-humps.

Schiff joins call to get food delivered to people in need
California U.S. Reps. Adam
Schiff, Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr., and
Jimmy Panetta recently led the
Congressional
California
Delegation in urging federal officials to allow local food agencies to
deliver Commodity Supplemental
Food Program packages through
private partners.
The USDA provided the flexibilities in regulations at the outset of
the pandemic to allow food to reach
more people in need. The eased
regulations were extended for one
month in May and expired at the
end of June.
As a result, nearly 40,000 seniors
statewide have not received a CSFP
food package since July, the
Congress members said. In total, 41
members of the California
Delegation sent a letter to U.S.
Department
of
Agriculture
Secretary Sonny Perdue asking for
an extension of the eased regulations.
“Since the start of the pandemic,
I’ve joined the ranks of so many
volunteers for organizations delivering meals to some of our most
vulnerable citizens. Each time, I’ve
heard how much these services

mean to people in need, and how
hard it would be to safely access
nutritious food without them,”
Schiff said. “That’s why we must
take action to support these critical
efforts, and without these waivers,
seniors might be forced to choose
between going hungry and putting
their health at risk. This pandemic
is not over, we are not back to normal and thousands of people in Los
Angeles are food insecure. We need
to do everything we can to ensure
that those from our most vulnerable
populations don’t go hungry.”
According to data provided by
the California Department of Social
Services, statewide CSFP utilization in July decreased to 84,981
seniors, down from a high of
120,500 seniors in May. In some
areas of the state, the effect has
been even more devastating. The
Los Angeles Regional Food Bank
served 45% fewer seniors in July
compared to June.
“The moment continues to call
for the flexibilities the USDA had
deemed necessary at the outset of
the global pandemic. It is now
intensified by the impact of
California’s wildfires on the air

quality, compounding the health
risks to our seniors,” the Congress
members wrote in the letter. “We
support the request made by the
CDSS and local food agencies asking for flexibilities that will allow
them to resume no-contact deliveries of CSFP food packages through
private partners for the duration of
the public health emergency.”
For
information,
visit
schiff.house.gov.

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff

City presents virtual Latino
Heritage Month celebration
The city of Los Angeles and
Councilwoman Monica Rodriguez,
7th District, present the first virtual
“El Grito” telethon on Tuesday,
Sept.15, at 7 p.m. to celebrate
Latino culture and raise funds for
Angelenos adversely affected by
COVID-19.
“El Grito” serves as the official
kick-off celebration of Latino
Heritage Month in Los Angeles.
The event traditionally brings residents together for a celebration at
City Hall, but this year will feature
virtual musical performances due to
the pandemic. The telethon will
highlight Los Angeles’ vibrant
Latino community and showcase
the contributions Latinos have made
to the city’s culture, history and
economy.
“The COVID-19 pandemic has
disproportionately affected the
Latino community, which plays a
critical role as frontline essential
workers in the food and agricultural
industry and service sectors,”
Rodriguez said. The telethon will
raise funds to provide additional
COVID-19 relief support through

the Comunidades Indígenas en
Liderazgo’s Undocu-Indigenous
Fund.
A virtual concert will be held on
Sept. 15, from 7 to 9 p.m. During
the program, representatives from
the city of Los Angeles and the
Consul General of Mexico will reenact the historic “Cry of Dolores”
and ringing of the bell, which commemorates the call to arms pronounced by Miguel Hidalgo in 1810
which launched the Mexican War
for Independence.
The event will be co-hosted by
Elva Saray, host of “Acceso Total,”
a weekday lifestyle and entertainment show on Telemundo 52, and
Belen de Leon, a meteorologist on
“Today in LA,” NBC4‘s weekday
morning newscast. Musical performers include Los Tucanes de
Tijuana, La Santa Cecilia, Ozomatli,
El Conjunto Nueva Ola, La
Victoria, Weapons of Mass
Creation, San Cha, DJ Angie Vee,
Las Joyas Divinas Del Valle,
Mariachi Lluvia Y Fuego and
Banda. For information and to view
the telethon, visit elgrito2020.com.

Fine Jewelry Auction

Court halts census count cut off
Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer announced on Sept. 5 that a
national coalition of civil rights
organizations and local governments including Los Angeles has
secured a temporary restraining
order in a lawsuit against the
Trump administration over its decision to cut the timeline for the 2020
U.S. Census. The order requires the
Trump administration to halt
implementation of its plan to prematurely cut off census outreach.
“The court’s ruling was absolutely essential,” Feuer said. “It puts a
firm stop to the Trump administration’s efforts to prematurely curtail
census outreach, efforts that would
lead to an undercount with devastating consequences for every Los
Angeles resident. A full census
count, void of political interference, is vital if Angelenos are to

receive our fair share of federal
resources and political representation.”
Feuer and the national coalition
sued the Trump administration last
month over its decision to reduce
the 8.5-month data collection and
processing period to a 4.5-month
period. Feuer said reducing the
time would lead to an undercount
of the city’s population.
The cities of Los Angeles,
Salinas and San Jose, and King
County, Washington and Harris
County, Texas, partnered with
Black
Alliance
for
Just
Immigration, the National Urban
League, League of Women Voters
and Harris County Court
Commissioners Rodney Ellis and
Adrian Garcia in filing the lawsuit.
For information, visit lacityattorney.org.

Andrew Jones Auctions will present its first-ever Fine Jewelry, Watches & Timepieces Auction on Wednesday, September 16th. The online-only auction will feature more than 100 lots from various private
collections, highlighted by the collection of Mary and Lou Silver of Indian Wells, CA. The Silver collection includes the sale’s expected top lot: a dazzling 12.01-carat emerald cut diamond (K VVS1) and
platinum ring (est. $80,000-$120,000).
The full catalogue for the auction can be viewed at www.andrewjonesauctions.com
“The Mary and Lou Silver Collection encompasses an amazing breadth and variety of jewelry and timepieces collected over a lifetime,” said company president and CEO Andrew Jones.
“We are fortunate to also have complementary collections with designers such as Van Cleef & Arpels, Tiffany, and Bulgari to be offered in our inaugural Fine Jewelry, Watches & Timepieces sale on Sept. 16.”
Internet bidding will be facilitated by AndrewJonesAuctions.com,
Invaluable.com and LiveAuctioneers.com.

Visit www.andrewjonesauctions.com
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Survey results show support Prang outlines details of 2020 Assessment Roll
for public safety initiative
By Jeff PRang

Los Angeles City Council
President Nury Martinez, 6th
District, and Councilmen Herb
Wesson, Marqueece HarrisDawson, Bob Blumenfield and
Curren Price recently released the
results of the Public Safety
Survey launched during the first
week of August. More than
25,000 people responded to the
survey, almost 90% of whom live
in the city of Los Angeles.
Nearly 75% of survey respondents believe that public safety in
Los Angeles needs to be “reimagined,” and more than half of the
respondents support the City
Council’s proposal to have
unarmed trained specialists from
a non-law enforcement agency
respond to non-violent 911 calls,
according to survey results.
The initiative, approved by the
City Council in early July, instructs
the city’s Chief Legislative Analyst
and the City Administrative
Officer to work with the Los
Angeles Police Department, the
Los Angeles Housing Services
Authority, Los Angeles County
Department of Mental Health and
other
government
service
providers to develop an unarmed
model of crisis response that does
not involve the LAPD. In addition
to the survey, the council members
hosted three community conversations via Zoom that drew average
audiences of approximately 300
people. Participants were encour-

aged to engage directly with the
council members. According to the
council members, the goal of the
survey and the virtual community
conversations was to give people
another way to engage with their
elected representatives and make
their voices heard regarding public
safety and policing.
“I join my colleagues in thanking all who took the time to participate in our Public Safety Survey,
and in particular, I want to thank
all those people from impacted
communities who joined our three
virtual meetings,” Martinez said.
“These people called in from
South Los Angeles to the northeast San Fernando Valley and
shared incredible insight, deeply
personal and sometimes painful
stories because they want to push
this conversation forward knowing our decisions will affect them
the most. This is all part of an
ongoing, necessary and sometimes difficult conversation we
need to have on how we reimagine public safety. We will continue
this dialogue.”
“This summer, the people have
demanded that we address and
rethink a public safety system that
has not been making many of us
feel safe,” added Wesson, 10th
District. “As we reimagine public
safety in Los Angeles, it’s so
important that we hear directly
from the people who are dealing
with these issues on a daily basis.”

It is the time of the year again
when the Los Angeles County
Assessor’s Office releases findings
from the Assessment Roll – laying
the groundwork for collecting property taxes that pay for vital public
services.
The roll for 2020 closed at the end
of the fiscal year on June 30 and it
reflects solid growth for Beverly
Hills, West Hollywood and other
cities. However, the Assessment Roll
was created pre-COVID-19, which
resulted in figures that may be dramatically different than those in the
2021 Assessment Roll.
The 2020 Assessment Roll has a
total net value of $1.7 trillion, indicating the 10th year of consecutive
growth. That value gives the county
17 billion to be used for public services such as health care, police, fire
and schools.
In 2020, Beverly Hills has $39.1
billion in taxable values, which is a
6.6% increase over last year. That
includes 8,140 single-family homes,
1,125 apartment complexes and 846
commercial-industrial parcels, for a
total of 10,111 taxable properties.
Growth is steady in Beverly Hills.
The $39.1 billion translates into
approximately $390 million for public services in Beverly Hills.
The city of West Hollywood had
$14.4 billion in taxable values in
2020, a 6.3% increase over 2019.
That includes 6,649 single-family
homes and condos, 2,048 apartment
complexes and 1,146 commercialindustrial parcels, for a total of 9,843

taxable properties. Approximately
$140 million will be available for
public services benefitting West
Hollywood.
Assessments are based on the
value of property as of the lien date
of Jan. 1, 2020, which was a couple
of months prior to the outbreak of
COVID-19. Next year’s lien date of
Jan. 1, 2021, will likely be dramatically different. Although it is still
unknown what next year’s
Assessment Roll will include, the
pandemic has devastated the economy to levels not seen since the Great
Depression. The reduction in sales
tax revenue, housing market slow
down and high unemployment is
going to likely have an adverse effect
on the economy.
Moreover, when COVID-19
required “Safer At Home” protocols,
the Assessor’s Office’s staff of
approximately 1,400 employees
embarked on teleworking operations. The office has 85% to 95% of
its workforce working remotely on
any given day, and the transition has
proved challenging.
The Assessment Roll contains the
assessed value of all real estate and
business personal property in the
county’s 88 cities along with the
unincorporated areas. It also breaks
down the number of single-family
residential homes, apartments and
commercial-industrial parcels.
This year’s roll comprises 2.58
million real estate parcels as well as
business assessments countywide.
That includes 1,882,121 single-family homes, 250,089 apartment complexes, 247,562 commercial and

Los Angeles County Assessor
Jeff Prang

industrial properties and more than
205,000 business property assessments.
The 2020 Assessment Roll grew
by $95.9 billion – or 5.97% – over
2019. In addition to the values of the
county’s 2.38 million real estate
parcels, the total amount reflects
$87.91 billion in business personal
property including boats, machinery,
equipment and aircraft.
Since the Assessment Roll is the
inventory for all taxable property in
the county, it can provide insight into
the status of the real estate market.
Although there was a slowdown in
sales, there was continued growth in
property values.
The Assessment Roll is also driven by real property sales, which
added $49.6 billion as compared
with 2019. The CPI adjustment mandated by Prop. 13 added an additional $30.8 billion, and new construction added $13.4 billion. For information, visit assessor.lacounty.gov.
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

Lunch is served at
Ocean Prime BH

O

pen for dinner since June,
Ocean Prime in Beverly Hills
is now open serving lunch on the
expanded outdoor dining patio.
Executive chef David Vilchezo’s
impressive menu includes a florallooking wedge salad with cabernet
buttermilk dressing, an array of
sushi, customized seafood towers,
poke bowl, prime cuts of steak and
three different sandwich combinations. Enjoy with a signature cocktail, beer or glass of wine. A face
covering or mask is required in the
common areas. 9595 Wilshire
Blvd., (310)859-4818.

Curtis Stone at
The Grove

T

he Grove is offering a new dining concept, Picnic Society by
Gwen, starting on Sept. 14. The

Michelin-starred chef and restaurateur Curtis Stone has a four-month
exclusive residency at The Grove,
featuring a full-service eatery and
gourmet picnic market. This brandnew, full-service restaurant offers
an extensive grab-and-go picnic
market featuring salads, sandwiches and European classics.
Highlights of Picnic Society’s
menu include salad Nicoise, lobster
roll and steak frites. Pickup
includes a curated selection of
spreads, cheeses, charcuterie, vegetables and delicacies. The al fresco-ready menu offers pre-made
baskets, miniature tables, blankets
and cutlery for a social-distance
outdoor picnic experience. 189 The
Grove Drive, thegrovela.com.

Fall beverages at
Peet’s Coffee

N

ew to the Peet’s Coffee menu
is a new fall flavor and cold
brew coffee that is plant-based. For
those seeking a dairy alternative,

Join Us for dineLLA
Lunch &Di
Dinner speccials!!

Lunchh inclllude
uddes a Wa
Wallddorf
d f Sa
Salad
al d or
Club
u SSaandwich with fries for
or $15!

DDiinner for
or 2 $5
$5555
Salmon,
a
TTrri-Tip
TiTp,
p Chickkeen Po
Poot Pie
includes soup or salad, dinner roll,
slice off pie,
p scoop off sorbet or ice cream

Follow Us!
@duparsfm

In the Original Farmers Markett • 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8440

Peet’s offers a new Maple Spice
Cold Brew Oat Latte. Adding oat
milk to a seasonal staple blend
offers a rich maple-spice flavor.
Other handcrafted drinks include
hand-pulled espresso and steamed
milk in their pumpkin latte and seasonal sweet maple latte, served iced
or hot. On the members-only menu,
order a Pumpkin Chai Latte. Peet’s
blend of chai tea and spices are
lightly sweetened with flavors of
pumpkin and steamed milk. This is
offered in hot and iced selections.
Also featured is a Pumpkin
Caramel Macchiato served hot or
iced offering a rich, buttery caramel
in shots of espresso, with a hint of
warm pumpkin flavors. Try the new
fall beverages through Nov. 3.
peets.com/fall or download the
Peet’s app for pickup or delivery.

Vegan Avaline wines

A

ctress and wellness author
Cameron Diaz and her friend
Katherine Power (founder of Who
What Wear and Versed Skincare)
spent two years researching how to
create vegan wines. Soon they
learned it wasn’t what you added,
it’s what you didn’t add that make a
clean, wonderful wine. Their white

Avaline White is a dry Spanish
wine with bright notes and a fresh
finish and an ABV of 11.5%. The
Avaline Rosé is a light French wine
offering a touch of citrus and
melon, with an ABV of 13%. Both
sell for $24 and are available for
purchase at select retailers and on
drinkavaline.com.

Best meatloaf contest at Urban Plates

D

oes your grandma or grandpa
make the best meatloaf in
town? Urban Plates is looking for
fans to nominate their grandma’s or
grandpa’s traditional meatloaf
recipes. The winner receives a $500
Urban Plates gift certificate.
Participants will be the first to taste
test the new vegan meatloaf on the
menu and provide feedback directly
to Chief Culinary Officer Jim
Cannon before this new dish debuts
in the fall. Nominations are open
through Sept. 14 and participants
will be notified by Sept. 16.
Interested parties can nominate
their grandma or grandpa by following
@UrbanPlates
on
Instagram, Twitter and Facebook.
With multiple items available on

the $10 Everyday menu, and family
meals that feed four starting at
$43.95, the winner could receive a
healthy, wholesome lunch or dinner
for quite some time. Urban Plates
can be ordered and delivered on
DoorDash, Postmates and Uber
Eats. Diners can sit on the outdoor
patio or takeout with curbside, nocontact pickup. urbanplates.com.
12746-3 W. Jefferson Blvd.,
(424)256-7274; 269 S. Lake Ave.,
(626)800-4448; 2650 N. Sepulveda
Blvd., (424)350-0393.

Kirsh Baking
Company
Chef Uyen Kirshenbaum and her
husband, Jeff, were both furloughed from Simms Restaurants.
Uyen is a Rising Star Chef and has
worked
in
Michelin-starred
kitchens. They turned this sour situation into a sweet beginning of creating their own cookie company.
Their cookies are individually
wrapped within a pretty giftable
box. Treat yourself or send a friend
cookies made to order by the dozen,
for delivery via two-day flat rate
shipping nationwide. kirshbakingcompany.com.
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VitaBowl

V

itaBowl offers premium, ondemand plant based superfood
meals delivered to your home.
Prepared by chief plant-based nutritionist Sarah Brandow, and cofounder and Michelin-starred chef
Dominique Crenn with quality,
locally sourced, plant-based ingredients, these bowls have been scientifically designed to provide specific nutritional benefits to the
body. Their Cali bowl is full of
healthy ingredients that improve
your mood. Order the Korean for
macrobiotics
nutrition,
the
Mediterranean for ideal gut health,
the Latin bowl for balance and the
India to help fight inflammation.
Meal bowls are available via Uber
Eats, DoorDash and Postmates.
vitabowl.com.

Jeni’s Splendid Ice
Creams new flavors

D

uring the month of September,
Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams is
scooping Boston Cream Pie and
Green Mint Chip as a special treat
for those back to school while at

home this year. Treat yourself after a
long day of distance learning or
working, with a pint of American
classic Boston Cream Pie. It’s a salted vanilla custard, with yellow cake
crumbles and the darkest chocolate
fudge. Cool down with a refreshing
pint of peppermint cream and
crunchy chop chocolate in the
Green Mint Chip. If one pint isn’t
enough for you and your family,
Jeni’s is offering 3-gallon buckets
for local delivery. Scoop shop hours
are from 2 to 10 p.m. 954 Hillhurst
Ave., (323)928-2668; 123 N.
Larchmont Blvd., (323)745-0407.

Jar celebrates the
Jewish New Year

I

t’s time to preorder a Rosh
Hashanah dinner to wish for a
sweet year. Chef Suzanne Tracht at
Jar presents Rosh Hashanah 5781
on Friday, Sept. 18. The celebratory
menu is available for guests reserving one of Jar’s sidewalk dining
tables or for takeout and delivery.
Pricing for the multi-course menu
is $65 per guest, exclusive of beverages, taxes and gratuity. Jar’s traditional menu is also be available.
Reservations are recommended

starting at 5:30 p.m. For takeout
dinners, pre-orders are required by
phone or email by Thursday, Sept.
17. 8225 Beverly Blvd., (323)6556566 or email info@thejar.com.

Back to School
Just Egg

J

ust Egg is a nutritious, low-carb,
non-GMO, egg-free and dairyfree option. Just pop it in a toaster,
microwave, oven or skillet. What
makes this extra good is Just Egg is
free of cholesterol and offers 7
grams of protein to power kids and
parents throughout the day. There is
an online link for kid-friendly
recipes you can make. Find Just Egg
at Whole Foods, Sprouts, Gelsons
and Vons or go to ju.st/en-us.

Koia new oat milk
beverage

E

njoy a new ready-to-drink, oat
milk beverage in Miracle
Matcha, Chill Dark Chocolate and
Golden Turmeric with less than 5
grams of sugar. Available at Whole
Foods, Sprouts, Target and
drinkkoia.com.

photo courtesy of the Original Farmers Market

Jerky shop debuts at Farmers Market
The Original Farmers Market, corner of Third and Fairfax, has welcomed Anaheim House of Jerky as the newest member of its family of
merchants. Located in stall 528, just inside Gate 2, the shop features many
different types of jerky in a variety of flavors and spice combinations.
Choose beef and turkey jerky or exotic and wild game varieties such as
buffalo, wild boar, alligator, camel, venison and ostrich. Customer
favorites include teriyaki, chipotle bourbon and black pepper jerky.
Seafood, vegan and gluten-free options are also offered, and variety packs
are available for sampling different flavors. The Original Farmers Market
is located at 6333 W. Third St. For information, call (323)413-2226, or visit
anaheimhouseofjerky.com and farmersmarketla.com.

Fire up the

smoker

Amazing Wagyu Briskets,
Whole or point
$8.98 per pound
With this ad only through 9/15/20

O
Original
Farmers Market
6
W. 3rd St.
6333
m ettavernla.com
mark

6333 W. Third St. 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
Family Owned in the Original Farmers Market for 79 Years
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Roxy & Jo’s boat-totable seafood delights
by Jill Weinlein

S

ince the 1990s, Stephane and
Katy Strouk, owners of the
European-style
Monsieur
Marcel Gourmet Market and Bistro
at the Original Farmers Market,
have welcomed thousands of epicureans, locals and tourists. They
are one of the only markets and
bistros in L.A. offering imported
and domestic artisanal food, wine,
sweets, home products and gift
items in one location.
Recently, they expanded their
enterprise by opening Roxy & Jo’s,
a fresh seafood restaurant near
Monsieur Marcel. In January 2018,
the Strouks took over Bob
Tuequellas’ seafood market after he
announced he was semi-retiring
and renamed it Monsieur Marcel's

seafood market. It was a natural fit,
since the seafood market is next to
their restaurant, offering fresh wildcaught sustainable seafood, shellfish and caviar.
Stopping by Roxy & Jo’s last
week, I asked Stephane how he
came up with the name for his new
restaurant. He lifted his shirt sleeve
and pointed to a tattoo of his girls’
names, Roxy and Jo, in the same
logo displayed at the new restaurant. Monsieur Marcel and the
seafood market are named after
Stephane’s father, and now Roxy &
Jo’s pays homage to their two girls.
While sitting on a comfortable
blue bar stool, Stephane introduced
me to his general manager, Chris
Hours. Together, they shared how

photo by Jill Weinlein

Beer battered fish and chips at a Roxy & Jo’s can be ordered with cod or
halibut.

the outdoor countertop dining spot
came to fruition.
“The pandemic slowed down the
final permit and inspection process,
so we officially opened on June
19,” Stephane said.
Two French chefs created the
Roxy & Jo’s menu, Marcel’s executive chef Christoph Breat and chef
Frank Rozet, who has 25 years of
experience.
When I remarked about the beautiful nautical design, Stephane said,
“I wanted it to look and feel like a
boat.”
He achieved that goal, using
stainless steel countertops and dark
walnut wood paneling.
“It’s Ipe exotic hardwood from
Brazil, the highest density wood
that is used to make boats. It’s better than teak wood,” Stephane said.
Strategically placed on the wood
paneling are decorative silver,
backlit portholes.
Roxy and Jo’s has an L-shaped
dining counter with stools, plus use
of the socially distanced tables in
the east dining patio of the Farmers
Market, so there is plenty of outdoor seating.
Glancing at the one-use-only,
placemat-style menu, Roxy & Jo’s
offers an array of popular seafood
items like clam chowder and lobster bisque, fish tacos, seafood salads, ceviche, grilled fish, shucked
oysters and seafood platters. One of
the most popular items is the lobster
roll on a brioche bun.
“We make our own butter in
house,” Stephane said. “The poke
and salmon burger are popular too.
Nothing is frozen; we don’t have a
freezer.”
Diners can watch the chefs in the
glass-enclosed kitchen pan-sear,
grill and steam local fish and shellfish.
I ordered the lobster roll, a
salmon burger, poke bowl, and fish
and chips. Hours asked if I wanted
cod or halibut for my fish and
chips, and rice or bib lettuce as the
base for my poke bowl.
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The lobster roll is filled with sweet lobster, house-made butter and herbs.

I liked that Roxy & Jo’s lobster
roll uses very little mayonnaise, so
I could taste the sweetness of the
fresh lobster meat. The chefs make
interesting side dishes that include
homemade miso coleslaw, crispy
miso enhanced Brussels sprouts
and grilled truffle corn.
Bringing the fish and chips, poke
bowl and salmon burger home, my
family and I first shared the poke
bowl. What makes this poke different is a beautiful array of red caviar
on top. The fish roe offered a mild
smoky, slightly salty taste, and a
crunchy texture on top of edamame
beans, chopped salmon, avocado
and sliced green onions on chopped
bib lettuce leaves.
Pull up a bar stool and enjoy
freshly shucked oysters or a whole
grilled fish, like branzino.
Roxy and Jo’s prepares the freshest, boat-to-table fare in a casual

and safe outdoor dining venue. $$
Open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 6333
Third St., (323)919-5228.

photo by Jill Weinlein

Owner Stpehane Strouk shows off
the tattoo of his new eatery.

How about a
Juicy Burrg
ger??

Show Your Patriotism!
Election is Nov. 3!

David Ryu

Ryu, Bet Tzedek
host online
seminar for
small businesses
Join
Los
Angeles
City
Councilman David Ryu, 4th
District, and Bet Tzedek Legal
Services for an online small business resource webinar today,
Thursday, Sept. 10, from noon to
1:30 p.m.
The webinar is sponsored by the
Greater Wilshire, Greater Miracle
Mile, Hollywood, Los Feliz and
Silver Lake neighborhood councils.
It will focus on government relief
programs, compliance with health
and safety orders, outdoor dining
regulations, entity formation, contracts, licensing, employment,
workplace regulations and more.
Attorneys and legal advocates from
Bet Tzedek will be available to
answer questions. To register, visit
bit.ly/910webinar.
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flags,
paper goods
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• party decorations
• balloons
• banners
• pinatas
• plates, cups,
utensils

TTaakee Out & Deliveery
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available 24 hourrs!
Phone in an order and
we’ll have it ready for pick u
up!
Or get it delivered through Postm
mates!
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of your favorites are available!
Since 1931

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124
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Hollywood Temple Beth El offers
free online High Holy Days services
Hollywood Temple Beth El is
making the High Holy Day
Services available to the public for
free via livestreaming online. The
temple requests that attendees
donate whatever they can to help
bring a message of hope to as many
people as possible.
“Let's create light where there
was darkness and move forward
together, safely and with health,”
Rabbi Norbert Weinberg said.
“Although the pandemic has cast its
shadow on us, we can help shed
light for you for these High Holy
Days. Since you cannot come to us
this year, we will come to you. We
will bring the light right into your
living room.”
Weinberg will be joined in the
services by Cantor Andrew Erman,
with participation by Cantor Isaac
Boudaie, Dr. Isaac Norman and
musician and accompanist Diane
Brownson. The services will
include a mix of the classic
melodies for the sacred season
along with words of wisdom.
Services will be livestreamed from
the synagogue through Zoom,
YouTube and Facebook.

Log in information and passwords to Zoom will be sent to all
who
enroll
by
visiting
eventbrite.com/e/rosh-hashanahand-yom-kippur-services-broughtright-to-your-door-tickets117615153089. First night Rosh
Hashanah and Neila at the end of
Yom Kippur will be streamed at
youtube.com/channel/UCUIqJSPik
cnCs0-7vD2PWww
and
Facebook/htbel/live.
First Night Rosh Hashanah services will be held on Friday
Evening, Sept.18, at 8 p.m.
Rosh Hashanah services will be
held on Sept. 19 and 20 at 10 a.m.
Yom Kippur Eve services will be
held on Sunday, Sept. 27, at 7 p.m.
Yom Kippur and Yizkor-Torah service and Musaf start at 10 a.m. on
Sept. 28. In lieu of full Mincha service, an online reading of the Torah
portion and parts of Jonah in
Hebrew and English will be held at
5:45 p.m.
Hollywood Temple Beth El is
located at 1317 N. Crescent Heights
Blvd.
For information, call (818)9356053, or visit htbel.org.

LA County awards 40 arts grants
The Los Angeles County
Department of Arts and Culture
announced the names of 40
schooldistricts across the county set
to receive grants totaling $811,600.
School districts include Burbank,
Compton, Monrovia and Pasadena.
Administered through the L.A
.County Arts Education Collective,
the Advancement Grant Program is
a countywide initiative dedicated to
making the arts a core part of every

child’s growth and development.
“We are proud to provide
advancement grants with an eye
toward increasing equity and access
in arts education for the benefit of
our county youth,” said Kristin
Sakoda, director of Arts and
Culture.
School districts use advancement
grants to implement district-wide
arts education in a range of ways.
Visit lacountyarts.org.
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Las Cafeteras and Xênia França

Skirball Stages continues musical online offerings
The Skirball Cultural Center
announced three additional performances in the virtual series
“Skirball Stages,” to be streamed
on the Skirball’s YouTube channel. More than just performance,
each concert film takes viewers
behind the scenes for a look at the
artists’ musical processes, aspirations and hopes for the future.
The expansion of the virtual
concert series follows the August
29 premiere of Skirball Stages:
Gavin Turek and Ak Dan Gwang
Chil, now streaming on YouTube
through Nov. 29. This first pairing
featured L.A. singer-songwriter
Gavin Turek, who took the stage
at the Skirball, and South Korean
folk ensemble Ak Dan Gwang
Chil, in a set filmed in their hometown of Seoul.
The upcoming concert films
continue to pair talents from the
local music scene with national
and international acts originally
booked for the Skirball’s Sunset
Concerts 2020 season, which was
cancelled when COVID-19
restricted world travel and large
public gatherings. Reimagining its
musical programming to create a

new form of storytelling, the
Skirball offers audiences globespanning evenings of modern
music, with sets filmed spectatorfree in the Skirball’s idyllic courtyard and on stages around the
world.
The upcoming Skirball Stages
schedule is as follows: Aditya
Prakash Ensemble and Rini (premiering Saturday, Sept. 26 at 8
p.m.); Dustbowl Revival and
Mames Babegenush (premiering
Saturday, Oct. 24 at 8 p.m.); and
Las Cafeteras and Xênia França
(premiering Saturday, Nov. 21, at
8 p.m.)
Combining classical ragas,
chants, and rhythms with brass
band arrangement, jazz harmony,
and hip-hop–infused beats, the
L.A.-based Aditya Prakash
Ensemble impresses with an
improvisational flow. L.A.-based
funky folk band Dustbowl
Revival returns to the Skirball
with special guest Lashon Halley
for a spirited and celebratory performance following the release of
their 2020 album, “Is It You, Is It
Me.” Mames Babegenush will
have you dancing along to the

klezmer band’s innovative mix of
traditional Ashkenazi Jewish and
Eastern European folk music. East
L.A. favorites Las Cafeteras take
the stage at the Skirball to kick off
the final installment of Skirball
Stages with their uplifting blend
of Afro-Mexican beats, hip-hop,
and rancheras.
Greeting viewers on Nov. 21
from a set filmed exclusively for
the series in Brazil is Latin
Grammy–nominated singer Xênia
França, sharing the traditional
rhythms of Bahia, mixed with a
pulsing blend of electronica, jazz,
and R&B.
To complement the Skirball
Stages viewing experience for
Angelenos, the Skirball also
expands its carry-out culinary
experience, Skirball Suppers.
Before settling in for each concert
premiere, locals are invited to preorder and pick up a three-course
meal prepared by the Skirball’s
hospitality team.
Preorders are required and can
be made at skirball.org/skirballsuppers.
For more information, visit
skirball.org/skirball-stages.
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L.A. College Promise Works program L.A. Trust bridges gap for students seeking health care
The Los Angeles Trust for support for the district’s growing
offers opportunities for students
Children’s Health has launched a number of school-based health cenCommunity college students can
obtain career coaching, skills training and paid employment opportunities through L.A. College Promise
Works, a program launched on Sept.
3 by Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti.
The new program evolved from a
partnership between the mayor’s
office, the Los Angeles Community
College District, the Mayor’s Fund
for Los Angeles and the city’s workforce development system. It will
build a sustainable, equity-driven
employment pipeline that connects
students to high-quality jobs and
career pathways in the private, public and nonprofit sectors.
“COVID-19 has forced us all to
make sacrifices in our jobs, homes
and lives, but our students should
never have to sacrifice their education, their job prospects or their
futures,” Garcetti said. “With L.A.
College Promise Works, our young
people won’t have to make a choice
between going to school and pursuing a career – and we will be their
partners in forging a strong foundation of equity, opportunity and success for our city, our economy and
all Angelenos.”
Support from the Mayor’s Fund
for Los Angeles will fund a dedicated program manager on Garcetti’s
team and support career coaches at
all nine LACCD campuses to help
students navigate campus resources,
offer career advice, provide wraparound training and find paid internships and permanent positions.
“L.A. College Promise Works
will provide students with career
exploration and early work experience, two critical components we
know can be transformative in a student's long-term career path,”
LACCD Board of Trustees
President Andra Hoffman said.
Placements will be made in indus-

tries including media and entertainment, technology, health care, real
estate, transportation, green industries and early childhood education.
The opportunities will be made possible by the city’s Economic and
Workforce
Development
Department, Para Los Niños, El
Proyecto del Barrio, Coalition for
Responsible
Community
Development and UAW Labor
Employment and Training.
L.A. College Promise Works will
open with 500 subsidized job placements, supported by the city’s Hire
L.A.’s Youth program, which was
expanded by a motion led by
Councilman Curren D. Price, 9th
District, to reallocate $10 million
from the Los Angeles Police
Department’s budget to workforce
development programs.
Additional paid employment
opportunities will be made available
with private sector and nonprofit
partners. Participating companies
include music company BMG, and
nonprofits like Project Destined,
which provides stipend based realestate training and experience.
“L.A. College Promise Works is
an outstanding investment into the
community for advancing higher
education, access, and youth
empowerment,” said Tim Reid,
senior vice president for repertoire
and marketing for BMG. “BMG is
proud to be their music industry
partner, and we are committed to
providing the mentorship and experience to help build an invaluable
foundation for future leaders and
their careers. We encourage all to
learn more and get involved.”
For information, visit lacollegepromise.org/lacpworks. Employers
interested in the program can contact Andres Cuervo, L.A. College
Promise Works manager, by emailing andres.cuervo@lacity.org.

new website and new resources to
help bridge the gap between students, community members and
healthcare partners.
“This website is the part of a
reinvention process we began last
year,” said Maryjane Puffer, executive director of the L.A. Trust.
“Since then, we’ve developed new
strategies, values, vision and mission statements. We’re fighting
multiple pandemics. Our students
are hurting, our communities are
struggling and many of our institutions are reeling. Our new rallying
cry represents the L.A. Trust’s commitment to help our kids and teens
address the challenges they face.”
The Los Angeles Trust for
Children’s Health was established
in 1991 through a resolution of the
Los Angeles Unified School
District Board of Education to
improve the health of LAUSD students and families and to provide

ters. In 2009, The L.A. Trust partnered with LAUSD to develop 16
wellness centers at high schools
and middle schools, including a
center at Hollywood High School.
The wellness centers expanded
the traditional school-based health
center model to include mental
health and oral health services, and
to include health services for community members. The L.A. Trust
currently links the LAUSD with
community clinics, mental health
providers and advocacy groups to
collaboratively address issues
affecting young people. Resources
include substance use prevention,
oral health, nutrition, mental health,
HPV prevention, and sexual and
reproductive health.
“Our new website tells the story
of The L.A. Trust. It outlines our
missions, showcases our work and
provides important resources on
student health,” said Rob Wray,
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associate director for communications and media for the L.A. Trust
“This site is the beginning of the
process, not the end. We will add
more resources, more news and
more stories going forward, evolving with the needs of our constituents and partners.”
For
information
visit
thelatrust.org.

District expands ethnic studies curriculum to more students
The Los Angeles Unified School
District Board of Education has
approved a resolution to expand ethnic studies classes and content in all
grade levels and require the completion of one ethnic studies course for
high school graduation.
The resolution by Board Member
Kelly Gonez was introduced at a
time when young people are calling
for an education that challenges
racism and addresses ongoing battles for civil rights, equality and justice. The LAUSD was among the
first school districts in California
and the country to pass an ethnic
studies resolution in 2014. Although
the course and its content have been
expanded and implemented in many
K-12 classes, a promise to make
ethnic studies a graduation requirement beginning with the class of

2019 has not yet been realized.
“Culturally meaningful and relevant curricula lead students to
become more personally engaged
and more likely to graduate,” Gonez
said. “This resolution is centered on
the principle that every child in our
district deserves an education that
tells their story, that reflects their
identity and that challenges us all to
tear down the systems of oppression, racism, anti-Blackness, antiIndigeneity and white supremacy
that have stained the legacy of our
country.”
The resolution also calls for the
district to further integrate ethnic
studies into the pre-K-8 curricula
and ensures that all high school students will have the opportunity to
take at least one ethnic studies
course in high school by the 2022-

23 school year. It further directs
Superintendent Austin Beutner to
ensure instructional materials in all
grade levels include texts written by
authors who are Black, Indigenous
or people of color. A report to the
board on a plan to fully implement
ethnic studies as a graduation
requirement by the 2023-24 school
year is expected within approximately 180 days.
“As an African-American who
attended segregated schools, I know
personally the value of our textbooks reflecting the images and the
history of diverse cultures,” Board
Member George J. McKenna III
said. “Ethnic studies is important.
Our students need to learn about and
respect diverse races and ethnicities.”
For information, visit lausd.net.

Royal Conservatory of Music and
Colburn School explore lost works
Colburn School presents a
livestreamed program on Tuesday,
Sept.15, at 5 p.m. featuring conductor James Conlon; Robert Elias,
director of the Ziering-Conlon
Initiative for Recovered Voices at
the Colburn School; and Simon
Wynberg, artistic director of the
Royal Conservatory of Music’s
ARC Ensemble.
Conlon, Elias and Wynberg are
committed to the exploration and
recovery of music that was marginalized and forgotten in the wake of
national socialism and World War
II. The ARC Ensemble’s recent
release of the first recording devoted to the chamber music of CzechAmerican
composer
Walter
Kaufmann (1907-1984) sets the
tone for a discussion of the 20th
century’s lost repertoire and its
reclamation. The live event will
include performances by the
Grammy Award-nominated ARC
Ensemble and students from the
Colburn School.
“As a training ground for the next
generation of great classical musicians, the Colburn School is committed to bringing to light the works
of a generation of composers whose
careers and lives were destroyed by
the Third Reich,” said Sel Kardan,
president and CEO of the Colburn
School. “We are deeply grateful to
James Conlon and Bob Elias for
their passionate dedication to this
important repertoire and their commitment to our students, who will

carry the legacy of these composers
forward to future generations of
performers and audiences.”
“The ARC Ensemble is amongst
Canada’s most distinguished cultural ambassadors and, under the
direction of Artistic Director Simon
Wynberg, is dedicated to the
research, recovery and performance
of works that were suppressed and
marginalized under the 20th century's repressive regimes,” added
Peter Simon, president and CEO of
The
Royal
Conservatory.
“Comprised of senior faculty of the
Glenn Gould School, the Royal
Conservatory’s internationally recognized center for professional
training in music performance, we
are immensely proud of ARC
Ensemble’s efforts in adding a
growing number of hitherto
unknown repertoire back to the list
of 20th century masterworks, and to
be able to deepen our understanding of these works with the Colburn
School is an exciting collaboration.”
The event can be viewed on the
Colburn School’s YouTube and
Facebook
channels,
and
livestreamed on the Royal
Conservatory’s
website,
rcmusic.com. Following the discussion, attendees can participate in a
live Q and A session via YouTube’s
chat feature. For information, visit
youtube.com/colburnschoollosangeles and facebook.com/colburnschool.

OPENINGS
in K-5th GRADES
Click here
or go to our website
to check for
distance learning
updates.
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Cedars-Sinai and LAUSD partner for virus testing

photos courtesy of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County

Catalyst for Change Chisholm for President ’72 button, 1972. 4cm diameter. Materials: Ferrous metal, paint or enamel; Viva La Mujer button,
1960s. 3.6cm diameter. Materials: Plastic, ferrous metal.

Natural History Museum and
Zócalo Public Square partner for
‘When Women Vote’
The Natural History Museums of
Los Angeles County is celebrating
the centennial of the 19th
Amendment with the virtual program series created in partnership
with Zócalo Public Square, “When
Women Vote: A Zócalo/NHMLAC
Event Series.”
“When Women Vote” is an
accompanying program series to
the museum’s digital exhibition
“Rise Up LA: A Century of Votes
for Women,” which launched on
August 18. “Rise Up LA” honors
100 years of passion and progress
through narratives about everyday
women who shaped the suffrage
movement and the political landscape through voting, community
organizing, and by fighting for
rights in the workplace, classroom
and community.
Coming on Wednesday, Sept. 16
at 6 p.m. will be “Why Don’t
Women’s Votes Put More Women
in Power?” Since 1964, more
women than men have voted in
every United States presidential
election. Yet the country still doesn't
have a woman president or vice
president. California, one of the
first states to give women the right
to vote, is one of 20 states that still
hasn’t had a female governor, and

Los Angeles has never had a female
mayor.
One hundred years after the U.S.
ratified the 19th Amendment,
which was meant to guarantee
American
women
the
Constitutional right to vote, the
upcoming program will explore
how women can achieve political
power equal to that of men both
locally and nationally.
Moderated by Marisa Lagos,
California Politics & Government
Correspondent, KQED, “Rise Up
LA will include the following panelists: Johns Hopkins University
historian Martha S. Jones, author of
“Vanguard: How Black Women
Broke Barriers, Won the Vote, and
Insisted on Equality for All;”
Institute for Women’s Policy
Research president C. Nicole
Mason; and California State
Senator Hannah Beth Jackson,
author of the California Fair Pay
Act.
The full exhibition is anticipated
to be held on site at the Natural
History Museum in Exposition
Park later this year. The online
component can be found at
nhm.org/rise-la. For more information, visit nhm.org/when-womenvote-zocalonhmlac-event-series.

Bessey to head communications,
talent relations at Project Angel Food
Emmy Award-winning producer
Brad Bessey joined Project Angel
Food this month in the newly-created position as Head of
Communications
&
Talent
Relations. Project Angel Food prepares and delivers healthy meals to
feed people impacted by serious illness, with 93,000 meals delivered
each month.
Bessey, a two-time Daytime
Emmy Award-winner, recently
executive produced Project Angel
Food’s “Lead with Love Telethon”
on KTLA on June 27. The telethon
was hosted by Eric McCormack
and featured performances and
appearances by Kelly Clarkson,
Jamie Lee Curtis, Elton John,
Sharon Stone, Jimmy Smits, Sheryl
Lee Ralph, Josh Groban, Annie
Lennox, Matt Bomer, Debra
Messing, Sean Hayes, Pauley
Perrette, Marlee Matlin, Yvette
Nicole Brown, Valerie Bertinelli
and many others.
“I have seen firsthand Project
Angel Food’s commitment to service to others with dignity and
grace. To shine a light on this amazing work allows me to align my talents with my purpose. It doesn’t get
any better than this,” Bessey said.
Bessey was an original volunteer
when Project Angel Food was
established in 1989. He joined

photo courtesy of Project Angel Food

Brad Bessey with 2019 Angel
Award honoree Jamie Lee Curtis

Project Angel Food as a consultant
in January 2019 and was instrumental in producing several celebritydriven events and initiatives
throughout 2019-2020 including
the 2019 Angel Awards honoring
Jamie Lee Curtis, Angel Art with
the UTA Foundation, and The
Circle of Angels Garden Party with
Deborah Cox performing.
Bessey will oversee all brand
communications, print, digital,
social media and video production
across all platforms, including
executive producing “Lead with
Love” 2021. In addition, he will
maintain and foster talent and
industry relationships and engage
celebrity involvement in Project
Angel Food events and initiatives.
Visit angelfood.org.

Los Angeles Unified School
District Superintendent Austin
Beutner recently announced that
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center will
support the district with a planning
grant to guide the development of
a COVID-19 testing and community engagement program for
schools.
The nation’s second-largest
school district is embarking on a
robust system of testing for all students and staff, as well as family
members who may have been
exposed to the virus, that will help
determine when it is safe to return
to school campuses. The LAUSD
is working to ensure appropriate
policies and practices are in place
to share information with the
school community and are finetuning details of the effort, such as
making testing appointments,
scheduling nurses to administer
tests and ensuring laboratory operations and data are accurate and
well-coordinated. Staff members
are being trained in how to follow
up with those who test positive for
the virus. Additionally, university

researchers and health industry
partners are determining how to
best incorporate the results with
the latest information about the
health impacts of COVID-19 on
the community to inform the pattern of testing and the overall program. The goal is to have a solid
foundation in place to start testing
staff who are working at schools,
and their children who will be in
childcare. Tests will be provided
in the coming weeks.
Los Angeles Unified is also collaborating with many partners in
its testing effort, including UCLA,
Stanford University and John
Hopkins University, Anthem Blue
Cross and Health Net, Microsoft,
and the SummerBio and Clinical
Research Laboratories.
“We have put together a group
of extraordinary institutions to
help, and I’m pleased CedarsSinai, a world-class medical organization, has joined the team and
is providing funds to help plan the
program,” Beutner said. “This
program will help reduce the overall level of COVID-19 in the com-

munities we serve, provide a baseline of information to prepare for a
return to schools and help schools
quickly isolate any individuals
with the virus and test those who
they may have come in contact
with on a timely basis.”
The grant is part of a broader
sustained effort by Cedars-Sinai to
support LAUSD schools. Through
its Healthy Habits, Share & Care
and COACH for Kids programs,
Cedars-Sinai provides mental
health support, health and nutrition guidance, and pediatric care
for students and their families.
“COVID-19
testing
and
engagement are an important part
of safely bringing children back to
the classroom,” said Jonathan
Schreiber, vice president of community engagement for CedarsSinai Medical Center. “Education
and social interaction are crucial
components in the physical and
mental wellbeing of children, and
Cedars-Sinai is proud to partner
with Los Angeles Unified to help
achieve these goals.”
For information, visit lausd.net.

Exhibit places decorative glass pieces in sharp focus
Edward Cella Art + Architecture
presents
“Shahla
Friberg:
Redirection,” a solo exhibition of
reflective new glass sculptures running through Saturday, Oct. 31.
The exhibit features free-standing and wall-mounted artworks of
mirrored and stained glass. The
hand-built construction engages
viewers with color and light. The

pieces are made of hundreds of
individual multi-colored panes of
differently textured translucent and
mirrored glass in many gradients of
colors.
Friberg’s works are assembled
through an open-ended, meditativelike process guided by the artist’s
intuitions and discoveries. Like
forms found in nature such as crys-

tals or minerals, each sculpture
slowly grows facet by facet, piece
by piece until the ultimate shape is
revealed during the building
process.
In person viewing is available by
appointment, and the art can be
viewed in an online gallery. For
information, call (323)525-0053, or
visit edwardcella.com.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Aug. 30 and Sept. 5. The information was compiled from www.crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los
Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and
the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.
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stole a vehicle parked in the 1700
block of N. Cahuenga.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1700 block of N.
Cahuenga at 1:30 a.m.
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6200
block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect stole a bicycle
in the 300 block of Hauser at noon.

Aug. 31

At 1:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 7000
block of Hawthorn.

Aug. 30

At 12:15 a.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 100
block of N. Ogden.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1200 block of Vine at
1:20 p.m.

At midnight, an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 200
block of Hamel.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 900 block of N. San
Vicente at 9:07 a.m.

At 3:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6300 block
of W. Third.

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 300 block of Oakhurst at
12:38 a.m.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7200
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1000 block of N.
La Brea at 7 p.m.

At 3:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of El Camino and Olympic.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 7100 block of
Santa Monica at 7:30 p.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1300
block of N. June.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 9700 block of
Wilshire at 4:07 p.m.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a bicycle in the 900 block of
San Vicente. Another bicycle theft
was reported in the same area at
11 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 900 block of
Wilcox at 8 p.m.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

Aug. 31
A vandalism incident was reported
near the corner of Santa Monica
and Wilshire at 2:12 a.m.
At 8:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 9800
block of Wilshire.

Sept. 1
At 2:47 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 100 block of
Maple.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of La Cienega
and Wilshire at 12:20 p.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9500 block of Brighton Way.

Sept. 1

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Clinton and Rossmore.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 700 block of N. San
Vicente at 1:50 a.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of S.
Curson at 9 p.m.

At 10:05 p.m., an unknown suspect stole a bicycle in the 900
block of San Vicente.

At 9:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. Clark.

Sept. 2

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6100 block of
Sunset at 10 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of
Flores at 6:30 a.m.
At 12:13 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
7100 block of Santa Monica.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 700
block of S. Gramercy.

Aug. 31

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 900 block of N. La
Jolla at 6:30 p.m.

At 1:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1200
block of Vine.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1100
block of N. La Cienega.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1800 block of
Outpost at 2 a.m.

Sept. 2

Sept. 3

At 3:25 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of Bedford.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6200
block of Santa Monica.

Sept. 3

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1100 block of
Larrabee at 2:30 p.m.

A suspect was arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of La Cienega and Wilshire at
11:20 p.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 100
block of Stanley.

Sept.4
At 11:14 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
9000 block of Olympic.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Rodeo and Wilshire at 11:28 a.m.

Sept. 5
At 11:24 a.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 400
block of Bedford.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 300 block of
Rodeo at 1:46 p.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
Aug. 30
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a bicycle in the 7100 block of
Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Cosmo and
Hollywood at 5 a.m.

Sept. 4

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7700
block of Melrose.

At 9:58 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of Huntley.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1000 block of N.
El Centro at 8:30 a.m.

A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 8800 block of Santa Monica at
8:41 p.m.

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 600 block of
N. Larchmont.

Sept. 5

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6100 block of
Wilshire at 10:30 a.m.

At 3:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 900 block
of Westbourne.

At 3:25 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 800
block of N. Hudson.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 8900 block of Santa
Monica at 6:15 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 200 block of N.
Norton at 4:30 p.m.

At 9:44 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 7100 block
of Detroit.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
100 block of S. Mansfield.

Los Angeles Police
Department

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1700 block of N.
Orange Grove at 5 p.m.

Aug. 30

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
100 block of S. Citrus.

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Sierra Bonita and Hollywood at
6:45 p.m.
At 7:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 7500
block of Melrose.

Sept. 1
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 300
block of N. Stanley.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6500 block of
Hollywood at 1:40 a.m.
At 1:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7000
block of Hawthorn.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1800 block of N.
Ivar at 2:10 a.m.
At 4:22 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of S. Highland.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Beverly and
Hayworth at 6 a.m.
At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a theft in the 1600 block
of Vine.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Santa
Monica and Western at 10:30 a.m.
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 400 block of S. Rimpau.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 900 block of N.
Formosa at 3:55 p.m.
At 4:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 600
block of N. Citrus.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 700 block of S.
Ogden at 6 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 200
block of S. Saint Andrews.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 900 block of
S. Sherbourne at 8:30 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6900
block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 5700 block of
Lexington at 10:20 p.m.

Sept. 2
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Olympic and Sherbourne at 4:05
a.m.
At 5:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1100
block of S. Windsor.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of S.
San Vicente at 1:30 p.m.
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of Hauser.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 200 block of N.
Western at 5:49 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 100
block of Saint Andrews.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Bronson and Carlton at 6 p.m.
At 6:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Third and Cochran.
An unknown suspect assaulted a

victim near the corner of Sunset
and Van Ness at 8 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1100 block of Shenandoah.

Sept. 3
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 1100 block of Seward at
12:05 a.m.
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Beverly and Hayworth.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1800 block of N.
Curson at 11:10 a.m.
At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Lexington and Vine.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 200 block of S.
Windsor at 5 p.m.
At 5:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 800
block of N. Highland.
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 100 block of The
Grove at 5:30 p.m.
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The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!
• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112
TheDiskDoc@mac.com

HARDWARE

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE
SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com
Since 1961
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5150 WILSHIRE BLVD. #330
P.O. BOX 36036

LOS ANGELES, CA 9006
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Follow us on
Facebook
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& Twitter
for the latest news!
Now delivered in
Beverly Hills!

WEBSITE DESIGN

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

Support Local
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Subscribe Today!
FOR HOME DELIVIRY WITH
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES,
CALL
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DOG WALKER

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER
• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

The Signature Spice Blend
combines a medley of herbs
with hints of lemon and notes
of pepper.
Buy it today &
Spice up your Life!
www.shop.inemilyskitchen.com

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across
1. FedEx, say
5. Willing
9. House of a minister
14. Inadvisable action
15. First American in space, first name
16. Good relations
17. “Othello” villain
18. Crooner, first name
19. Without face value (stock)
20. London landmark
23. A perfect ___
24. Lord's Prayer starter
25. Sacred scrolls
29. Construction site sight
31. Gotcha!
34. Budget alternative
35. He’s “Smarter than the average
bear!”
36. Dull
37. Returns to the beginning
40. Inflexible
41. Commedia dell’___
42. Indy 500 sound
43. N.F.L. scores
44. Monotonous routines
45. Pester
46. “Forest Gump” character
47. Steeler's Big QB
48. Problematic romantic relationship
57. Fix, in a way
58. Greek love god

59. “Put a lid ___!”
60. Feel blindly
61. Sound a horn
62. Fabric dyed for hunting purposes
63. Sea birds
64. 24-hr. conveniences
65. Skater Michelle
Down
1. Irritated state
2. ___frost
3. Swenson of “Benson”
4. “It just disappeared!”
5. Triangular architectural sections
6. Set straight
7. “Every __ Tiger”: Clancy book
about Operation Desert Storm
8. Motorman (abbr)
9. Failed, in terms of ambition
10. Parisian love
11. Basket and thatch palm
12. Shining light
13. Mrs. Rochester, eventually
21. A Musketeer
22. Part of SST
25. Unspoken
26. Hymn start
27. 1990s Philippine president
28. Last word in church
29. Team with a horseshoe logo
30. Gawk at
31. Major can maker

32. Headbands of light
33. Cries for attention
35. Mongol tent
36. ''It's cold out here!''
38. Wildlife
39. Former Mar-a-Lago resident
44. Spheres
45. Hold-ups
46. Peach or cherry
47. Sweep
48. Halftime lead, e.g.

49. Puerto Rico or Guam (Abbr.)
50. Deep black
51. “___ smile be your umbrella”
52. Slow gait
53. Arrow groove
54. Vex
55. Beans type
56. Posh British school

answers on page 26
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On Screen
WITH

TIM POSADA
photo courtesy of Disney Pictures

Mulan’s (Liu Yifei) penchant
for rising above obstacles
is entertaining, but many
other aspects of the film are
hard to accept.

Remembering the victims of 9/11

The ethics of production make ‘Mulan’ unwatchable
To justify praising Disney’s liveaction “Mulan” requires the conscious ignorance of a mob wife. A
leading star’s questionable public
opinions blend poorly with a film
studio’s even more questionable
production choices. It all adds up to
popcorn entertainment at a cost
more significant than Disney+’s
$30 price to stream the film.
Conceptually, “Mulan” succeeds
where other updated classic Disney
flicks fail. In lieu of a carbon copy
with three-dimensional beings
gracing the screen, the story
removes certain elements and adds
others. Gone are the songs, shenanigans during training and Eddie
Murphy’s Mushu.
This “Mulan” also downplays the
gender-bending situations that create awkward moments for Mulan.
In fact, the sexism in Mulan’s (Liu
Yifei) rise above all obstacles don’t
seem to play a major role at all.
Instead, she’s strong but scared of
her true potential, only held back by
patriarchy.
To rationalize Mulan’s power,
she’s given a superpower, chi,
something her father (Tzi Ma) tells
her to suppress at a young age. This
places “Mulan” more firmly in the
wuxia genre, alongside Chinese
historical epics like “Hero,” “House
of Flying Daggers” and “Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon,” complete
with gravity-defying martial arts
sequences. The primary distinction
is “Mulan’s” unnecessary need to
explain special abilities, especially
with a toned down, Westernized
depiction of chi.
This aside, aspects of the film are
quite entertaining, despite a few
green-screen mishaps. It’s all
watchable, enjoyable without
applying much critical interrogation. But oh boy, the list of ethical
dilemmas behind the scenes, coupled with its approach to Chinese
representation paints a picture only
Dorian Gray can enjoy. The
avalanche began in August 2019
when Liu voiced support for the
Hong Kong police against pro-

democracy protests.
The next challenge became
apparent once the film premiered.
While this major project was filmed
by a women – in fact, it was the
most expensive project helmed by
one – the final product by director
Niki Caro (“The Whale Rider”) is
safely Disney at the expense of
Chinese representation. Film Freak
Central’s Walter Chaw provides a
better explanation of the problem in
his personal review of “Mulan.”
“I see in it the way white
Americans see me: accented, mystical, bound, some would say hobbled, by notions of honour,
drowned in centuries of arcane history and hipster appropriations of
ancient concepts like ‘chi,’ for
instance, kung fu for another,” he
writes. “I am seen, if I am seen, by
white Americans as this collection
of half-formed impressions and the
vague notion of ineffable otherness.”
The problems have now entered
the third act, coming full circle: one
of “Mulan’s” shooting locations
occurred in Xinjiang, a region
known for imprisoning 1 million
Muslim Uighurs in “re-education”
camps. More so, a problematic
“special thanks” sneaks into the
credits for the “publicity department of CPC Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomy Region Committee.”
That’s the region’s propaganda
division earning a thumbs-up from
the House of Mouse. Should we
keep going? Sure. Any semblance
of drag in the 1998’s “Mulan” dissipates here. By today’s standards,
such misadventures in gender are
hardly over the top. At the time,
however, they managed to anger
columnists like Deseret News’
Marianne M. Jennings.
“The most profound moment in
the movie came from the 4 year old
in front of me when he turned to his
mother and asked, ‘is she a girl or a
man now?’” she wrote in 1998.
“How proud Walt would be to
know his legacy now is confusing
kids about gender!”

And let’s not forget Vice
President Mike Pence’s 1999 op-ed
attack on the “mischievous liberal”
at Disney responsible for creating
“Mulan,” which supports the “bad
idea” of “women in military,” he
said. The animated “Mulan”
explored topics in more pressing
(albeit still safe) ways, while this
one caters to Chinese censors in
hope of gaining a larger global
audience. That shouldn’t sit well
with any of us. We might be tempted to call this all how to do business
in a global village, but a conglomerate of Disney’s size need not normalize human rights violations. If
only “Mulan” could be enjoyed
despite all this. Donnie Yen, as
Commander Tung, and Jet Li, as
the Emperor, are incredible talents.
But this is not the way.
What’s worse: some haters disparage “Mulan” calling it woke, the
product of social justice warriors,
blah, blah, blah. Their hate is rooted
in what should be the film’s
strength. In contrast to naysayers
complaining about forced representation and agendas (the most hypocritically invoked term in pop culture), we do need concerted efforts
to create more Asian-lead projects.
You wanna call that forced –
preaching instead of telling a story
– then get to know your film history. Was it forced or natural when
John Wayne played Genghis Khan?
How about more recent examples:
the whitewashed leads of “The Last
Airbender” or “Ghost in the
Shell’s” Scarlett Johansson as the
cybernetic body of a Japanese
women, a tactic similarly employed
in Netflix’s “Altered Carbons.”
The truly forced efforts to
remove Asian characters from
major roles is chilling. Add to that
resistance to letting Asian filmmakers tell their own stories in
Hollywood. “Mulan,” a victory in
some ways with enough apologists
to garner 76% fresh score on Rotten
Tomatoes, only provides a veneer
of progress, as long as we passively
interact with our screens.

Didi Hirsch ‘Alive & Running’ 5K Walk/Run is Sunday
Didi Hirsch Mental Health
Services will host its 22nd annual
“Alive & Running 5K for Suicide
Prevention” virtually on Sunday,
Sept. 13. Each year’s run raises
funds and awareness for the Didi
Hirsch Suicide Prevention Center, a
leader in developing and disseminating suicide prevention strategies
nationwide.
The life-affirming event, which
brings survivors of suicide and
loved ones together each year, was
shifted to take place virtually for
the first time to protect supporters’
physical health from COVID-19.
The event begins at 8 a.m. on
Facebook Live and will be available for viewing afterwards on
aliveandrunning.org.
Melissa Rivers will spotlight

photo courtesy of Didi Hirsch Mental Health Services

Melissa Rivers

September as “Suicide Prevention
and Awareness Month” as part of
the upcoming event.
“Without added support, the
mental health effects of COVID-19
on children, teens, and young adults
could damage entire generations.
Many will tragically take their own

lives. We all have a responsibility to
look for signs of and prevent trauma, depression, anxiety, and suicide
in others as much as we track
symptoms of the virus to prevent its
spread,” said Dr. Jonathan
Goldfinger, CEO of Didi Hirsch
Mental Health Services.
COVID-19 continues to devastate Americans’ mental health. A
new study by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
reports 40% of US adults are now
struggling with mental health or
substance use. Another recent
CDC survey found that one in four
teens and young adults seriously
considered suicide in the past
month alone.
For information, visit aliveandrunning.org.

Greater Miracle Mile Chamber of Commerce President Steve
Kramer, left, was shown in a photograph in the Sept. 12, 2002, issue of
the Park Labrea News and Beverly Press planting trees along Wilshire
Boulevard in tribute to victims of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
His grandson, Canaan Martinez Kramer, and Hollywood
Beautification Team member Lindsay King helped plant the trees. The
project was a partnership between the Hollywood Beautification Team,
Greater Miracle Mile Chamber of Commerce and the Miracle Mile
Civic Coalition to commemorate victims one year after the attacks.
The Miracle Mile Civic Coalition also installed a memorial stone in
Hancock Park, near the La Brea Tar Pits and Museum, honoring victims, firefighters, police officers and passengers aboard American
Airlines Flight 77, a plane that was hijacked during the attacks and
crashed into the Pentagon. The plane was piloted by Charles
Burlingame, brother of the late Miracle Mile resident and civic leader
Brad Burlingame.
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Four musicians named L.A. The Autry announces change in leadership
Chamber Orchestra Fellows
Four top-tier post-graduate
BIPOC (black, Indigenous and
people of color) musicians have
been announced as the second
class of The Los Angeles
Orchestra Fellowship, a program
designed to increase diversity in
American orchestras.
Launched in 2018, the groundbreaking program was conceived
by a partnership of Inner City
Youth Orchestra of Los Angeles,
the country’s largest AfricanAmerican-majority youth orchestra; Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra, one of the world’s
leading chamber orchestras; and
USC Thornton School of Music,
one of the country’s top music
programs.
Violist
Wilfred
Farquharson, violist Jay Julio
Laureta, horn player Malik Taylor
and Cellist Myles Yeazell will
receive a 360-degree view of a
career as an orchestral musician
with a range of practical, in-thefield experience to elevate musicianship in this rigorous training
program, now expanded from
two to three years due to the coronavirus pandemic.
"It is a privilege to welcome
this new, wonderful crop of musicians into the American orchestra
industry through their participation in The Los Angeles
Orchestra Fellowship, and to join

the cultural diversity that these
Fellows bring to the aural diversity of our music. We also affirm
our thanks to the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation for its commitment to making the great institutions of our country reflective
of America's diversity,” said
Charles Dickerson, conductor
and founder of ICYOLA.
A key pillar of the fellowship is
the artistic mentoring the fellows
receive from LACO musicians,
administrative staff and USC
Thornton faculty. In turn, fellows
will actively mentor, teach, and
guide young musicians. Among
the other opportunities provided
are extensive performance and
rehearsal experience; compensation, benefits, housing, and support to prepare participants to win
auditions
in
professional
American orchestras.
The fellowship, which is funded in part by the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation, covers a fulltuition scholarship for USC
Thornton School of Music's
Graduate Certificate program,
housing and utilities, compensation, AFM Local 47 union dues,
and eligibility for funds to be
used for audition travel during
and after the program.
For more information, visit
laorchestrafellowship.org.

WeHo presents three Green City
Awards for sustainable practices
The city of West Hollywood honored three “Green Champions” with
Green City Awards as part of the
inaugural effort to recognize projects and practices that demonstrate
excellence in environmental sustainability.
The Green City Awards program
is administered by the city of West
Hollywood and its Public Facilities
Commission in three categories:
Individual,
Businesses,
and
Nonprofit Organization/School. The
city recognized Mike Carter for the
Monarch
Sanctuary
Project,
DoveHill Capital Management LLC
for 1 Hotel West Hollywood and the
West Hollywood Bicycle Coalition
for the Safe Streets for All Project.
The Green City Awards ceremony
was part of the Public Facilities
Commission’s annual televised
meeting on Sept. 9.
Carter’s Monarch Sanctuary
Project is an example of an individual’s ongoing effort to raise local
awareness for the habitat creation
and preservation of the western
monarch butterfly, an important pollinator species in California that is
suffering severe population decline.
Carter encourages people to help by
purchasing plants to increase the
monarch butterflies’ feeding and
breeding locations.

The 1 Hotel West Hollywood by
DoveHill Capital Management LLC
is located at 8490 Sunset Blvd. The
sustainability components of the
submission focus on two urban gardens – 2,000 square feet in total –
the use of locally sourced lumber
and bringing nature into the hotel
experience through biophilic
design.
The West Hollywood Bicycle
Coalition’s Safe Streets for All
Project is an ongoing project led by
the local nonprofit organization with
an emphasis “to make safe, complete and sustainable streets available to all by promoting bike-oriented services, advocacy, education
and projects that benefit all road
users.” Notable contributions by the
coalition to the West Hollywood
community include providing input
on city planning and implementation projects, holding educational
programs about bicycle safety and
road use laws, facilitating communications between law enforcement
and the bicycle community and
holding community bike rides. The
project is noteworthy because it
illustrates the role that nonprofit
organizations have in advancing
shared goals and outcomes.
For
information,
visit
weho.org/gca.

The Autry Museum of the
American West has announced that
current President and CEO W.
Richard West, Jr. will retire next
June and will be succeeded by
UCLA professor Stephen Aron.
At the request of the Autry’s
Board of Trustees, West will stay
until next June to ensure a smooth
transition. Previously a Native
rights lawyer and founding director
and director emeritus of the
Smithsonian Institution’s National
Museum of the American Indian in
Washington, D.C., West was essentially recruited out of retirement by
the Autry’s Board of Trustees in
2012. Over the past eight years, he
expanded the museum’s administration with diverse new leaders,
led a campaign that has raised over
$70 million and helped establish
the Autry as a cultural destination.
During West’s tenure, the Autry
has produced numerous successful
exhibitions and public programs
such as Native Voices, its resident
theater company. He oversaw the
construction of the Autry’s
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President and CEO W. Richard West, Jr. will stay at The Autry until next
June to ensure a smooth transition.

Resources Center, a state-of-the-art
collections, research and education
facility in Burbank, as well as a
process with the National
Trust
for
Historic
Preservation to find a sustainable future for the historic Southwest Museum
of the American Indian.
“In all truth, Rick West
breathed new life into this
institution,” said David
Cartwright, chair of the
Autry Board of Trustees.
“When he arrived in 2012,
he brought with him a
clear vision for success
and the abundant leadership skills to go with it.
Thanks to his unique experience founding and then
running the Smithsonian’s
NMAI – not to mention his
background as an attorney,
and as the son of a prominent Native contemporary
artist to boot – Rick
photo courtesy of the The Autry
proved to have the foreThe Autry President and CEO
sight and acumen necesW. Richard West, Jr.
sary for the museum to

flourish. I am grateful that the
Autry is on such spectacular footing for the next chapter of its story.
On that note, I am very excited to
have Stephen Aron rejoin the team,
and look forward to experiencing
his vision for the Autry.”
Under West’s leadership, the
Autry has adapted to the COVID19 crisis by creating robust and
imaginative online programming.
Highlights
included
the
“Collecting Community History
Initiative: The West During
COVID-19 and Black Lives
Matter Protests,” a project by
Associate Curator Tyree BoydPates that collects and preserves
posters and other ephemera.
Aron, a professor of history at
the University of California, Los
Angeles, was also the founding
executive director and former chair
of the Institute for the Study of the
American West at the Autry. He
plans to continue the positive work
West has accomplished during his
tenure.
For
information,
visit
theautry.org.

Bogie’s Liquor
Dodgers and Lakers are HOT!
Keep COOL watching our
LA teams with
your favorite
beverages at Bogies!

Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs
Wear a Mask & Remember to Social Distance!
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The city of West Hollywood honored innovators in sustainability.

5753 Melrose Ave.
Corner of Melrose & Vine • (323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
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SAG-AFTRA members approve Green Building Conference draws crowds online
TV animation agreements
In national voting completed on
Sept. 2, SAG-AFTRA members
ratified the 2020 SAG-AFTRA
TV animation contracts with the
Alliance of Motion Picture and
Television Producers. Members
approved the new agreements by
a vote of 88% to 12%.
“This is a strong, future-focused
agreement with significant gains
for our members,” SAG-AFTRA
President Gabrielle Carteris said.
“It applies scale wages to more
productions, lowers budget thresholds for half-hour HBSVOD programs and delivers additional
money for the use of interstitial
programs in new media.”
The agreements – which went
into effect July 1 and will continue through June 30, 2023 – cover
animated programs produced for
network television, basic cable
and streaming platforms such as
Hulu and Amazon Prime.
Gains include wage increases
of 2.5% in the first year, 3% in
the second year and 3% in the
third year; a 26% improvement
in residuals for high-budget animated programs made for subscription streaming services like
Amazon Prime and Hulu; a fur-

ther reduction of the budget
threshold that triggers high-budget coverage for half-hour animated programs made for subscription streaming services,
from $550,000 to $500,000;
scale wages apply to non-highbudget subscription video-ondemand programs of 11 minutes
and longer with a budget of at
least $25,000 per minute; and a
1% increase in the contribution
rate to the SAG-AFTRA Health
Plan and optional wage diversions in the second and third
years that allow the union to shift
0.5% from the wage increase to
the contribution rate for the
SAG-AFTRA Health Plan or the
SAG-Producers
Pension
Plan/AFTRA Retirement Fund.
The previous TV animation
contracts were set to expire on
June 30, but were extended until
July 30. Virtual negotiations with
the AMPTP began on July 27.
Rodriguez served as lead negotiator for the union and Bob
Bergen and David Sobolov cochaired the member-led negotiating committee.
For
information,
visit
sagaftra.org.

Dodgers Foundation announces
over $1 million in grants
On Sept. 2, the Los Angeles
Dodgers Foundation announced
that it is awarding over $1 million
to support organizations addressing
communities impacted by the pandemic and social injustice.
Despite unprecedented times,
LADF Gives, its annual grantmaking program, continues to offer nonprofits support to address root causes
of the city’s most pressing problems.
Earlier this year, LADF released a
COVID-19
Grantee
Needs
Assessment revealing nonprofits
require increased flexibility during
the current pandemic and highlighting support for dire issues impacting
the most vulnerable populations. To
date, 61% of LADF grants have
gone to causes related to homelessness, foster care and food insecurity,
and 28% to education including providing access to technology.
“Our nonprofit partners are on the
ground doing significant work to
uplift neglected communities,” said
Chaitali Gala Mehta, LADF chief
operating officer. “The impact of the
pandemic and ongoing racial injustice has redirected our charitable
dollars in 2020 to organizations that
are supporting Angelenos in dire
need. Our commitment to investing
in local nonprofits continues during
a time when every dollar counts.”
Grants to new nonprofit partners
will help provide wrap-around ser-

vices for transition-age youth, foster youth and families experiencing
homelessness. Renewed grants
include support for teachers and
low-income students as they navigate distance learning. Additional
awards prioritize basic essentials,
civic engagement and social justice.
Grant highlights include $20,000
to Minds Matter LA to support college access and success programming for 140 high-achieving, dedicated students who face significant
barriers to their educational success; $20,000 to Teach for America
LA to support over 190 corps member teachers, impacting over 40,000
youth through distance learning;
and $10,000 to Friends of the
Children Los Angeles to support
mentorship and basic essentials for
108 youth affected by the foster
care system.
An additional $98,000 in immediate COVID-19 relief funds were
awarded to organizations like the Los
Angeles Regional Food Bank,
Brotherhood Crusade, My Friend’s
Place, Baby2Baby and Library
Foundation of Los Angeles. LADF
continues to use its platform to showcase nonprofit partners/grantees, support community leaders, share nonprofit information, educational programs and community resources.
For
information,
visit
dodgers.com/ladf.

FilmLA updates restart progress
On Sept. 3, FilmLA, partner film
office for the city and county of Los
Angeles and other local jurisdictions, issued an update regarding
regional filming activity following
the reopening of most areas in L.A.
County to production.
After receiving the go-ahead
from local authorities to begin processing film permits, FilmLA
resumed remote office operations
on June 15. Limited filming activity was underway in the region by
June 19. Currently, all 16 of the
city and county jurisdictions

served by FilmLA are open to
filming.
Since June, FilmLA has received
1,127 film permit applications from
829 unique projects. Monthly application intake increased nearly 40%
in August as compared to July, and
daily intake now averages around
27 applications per business day.
After rising quickly in mid-August,
overall activity levels have stabilized at around 44% of what
FilmLA would expect under normal summer conditions.
For information, visit filmla.com.

On Aug. 21-22, the U.S. Green
Building-Los Angeles Chapter’s
19th Annual Municipal Green
Building Conference and Expo hosted over 1,200 attendees virtually
from around the globe, doubling the
attendance from years past. While its
attendees and speakers are typically
from Southern California, the pandemic has sent everyone online, and
the programming addressed issues
both regional and global, including
COVID-19, wildfires, economic disparity, healthy spaces, climate
change and more, with speakers hailing from around the globe.
The equity-themed program featured 11 sessions, nine workshops,
three virtual tours and six keynote
addresses covering topics spanning
gender equity, diversity in sustainability careers and workforce development, how to integrate the Black
Lives movement into greening the
economy, frontline workers, climate resilience, building codes,
electrification, building with nature
and more. The event also welcomed
over 60 businesses and community
groups as exhibitors, several of
which also featured their own
online programming.
“To be honest, I was surprised by
our conference this year in many
ways. Surprised that even after
spending months developing the
content, I was so moved by many of
our speakers, still learned so much
from our workshops, and despite it
being virtual, felt so connected to
our community during the event,”
said Ben Stapleton, USGBC-LA
executive director. “I am incredibly
grateful to our team who worked so
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The LADOT Bus Maintenance Facility was honored as Project of the
Year in the Municipal Building Awards.

hard, to all of the speakers,
exhibitors, and sponsors who dared
to try something new, and to all the
attendees who took the time to
share in this moment.”
A key portion of MGBCE each
year are the Municipal Building
Awards, which recognize exceptional efforts in sustainable buildings within city or county government, and the Special Awards,
which recognize various top state
and local officials for their work on
impactful policy.
The awarded municipal buildings
included the LADOT Bus
Maintenance Facility, which was
named Project of the Year. The
LEED Platinum-designated facility

was designed to reduce greenhouse
gases by fueling the vehicles with
electricity generated by rooftop
solar panels strategically placed
above the parking structure and
within the bus parking area.
This year’s Special Awards list
included Assemblywoman Laura
Friedman (D-Glendale), who was
presented the Elected Official of the
Year Award for her ongoing work
on behalf of the environment, and
specifically the green building
movement, including her focus on
water quality, energy efficiency,
homelessness, affordable housing
and wildlife.
For information, visit usgbcla.org/programs/mgbce.
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Landlord could face more charges
From page 1
Councilman John Mirisch said
during the 2018 council meeting.
On Aug. 31, Copen again
became the subject of a dispute
with his tenants, this time in Los
Angeles near the UCLA campus.
He was detained and cited for vandalism by the UCLA police department after he allegedly demanded
that some of the residents of his
building at 611 Gayley Ave.,
which houses many members of
the Pi Kappa Phi fraternity, move
out on Aug. 31.
The tenants’ lease was valid
through midnight on Aug. 31, and
earlier in the day, they were in the
process of removing their belongings when Copen demanded they
leave immediately, said Steven, a
tenant who asked that his last name
be withheld to protect his privacy
leading up to what could be a criminal trial. Copen has a court date on
Nov. 4 at the Airport Courthouse,
and he did not return calls seeking
comment.
“The last week of August is
when I signed a lease for a new
place, and over Aug. 29 to the 30 is
when I did the bulk of my moving
out. I still had a couple items, but
my roommate still had all of his
stuff in there. On the 31st is when
I was going to get the rest of my
stuff,” said Steven, 24, who graduated from UCLA in June.
On Aug. 31, Steven said that
Copen, Copen’s wife and a worker
hired by Copen arrived to change
the locks on Steven’s unit. Once
there, Copen found fraternity
member Aidan McNulty, a 20year-old who was in the process of
moving out of a different unit at
611 Gayley Ave., in Steven’s unit,
Steven and McNulty said. Steven
was allowing McNulty to stay in
Steven’s unit and store some things
there, as McNulty’s younger brother was going to be replacing
Steven and some of McNulty’s
belongings were going to go to his
brother.
Copen demanded that McNulty
leave and called the UCLA police
to try to force McNulty off the
premises, as McNulty had already
vacated his unit, McNulty said.
Once UCLA police arrived and
confirmed with Steven that
McNulty had permission to be in
the unit and store his things there
until midnight – the technical
beginning of Sept. 1 and the end of
the lease – the officers informed
Copen that McNulty and his things
would be allowed to remain,
McNulty said.
After the officers left, Copen
returned and again demanded that
McNulty leave, this time grabbing
the possessions remaining in the
unit and throwing them into the
hall, McNulty said. A video captured during Copen’s alleged damaging of the property was
uploaded to YouTube and has
gathered nearly 6,500 views as of

Sept. 9.
“Dr. Copen started taking my
TV, my computer and PlayStation
and throwing it out into the hallway. There are cracks in my TV
and PlayStation now, dents and all
that,” McNulty said.
McNulty said he tried to stop
Copen and reason with him, once
by physically blocking his path.
They both ended up on the floor,
McNulty said, but “Dr. Copen
never stopped throwing stuff out.
Not once. He continued to break
stuff. He caused more than $2,000
worth of damage.”
During the alleged property
damage, the UCLA Police
Department returned to the scene,
Steven and McNulty said.
Lt. Scott Scheffler of UCPD
confirmed that Copen was cited
for vandalism and that Steven and
McNulty’s general characterization of the incident is “consistent
with what was reported to the
UCPD.”
Police declined to provide the
report to the Park Labrea News
and Beverly Press, but a copy of
the report from one of the alleged
victims alleges that Copen was
found in the unit, where he told
officers he intended to stay the
night. The report added that after
allegedly pushing the responding
officers and attempting to leave,
Copen was detained and cited for
misdemeanor vandalism. The
report also indicates that officers
want Copen charged with illegal
forcible entry and detainer for
entering the unit without permission, changing the locks and
removing the tenants’ personal
property.
For his part, Copen wants a battery charge filed against McNulty
for the alleged struggle during the
incident, the report said.
Scheffler said the incident is an
open investigation and recommendations for charges have not yet
been forwarded to the Los Angeles
City Attorney’s office or to the Los
Angeles
County
District
Attorney’s office for decisions on
potential criminal charges.
After the Aug. 31 dispute,
Steven and McNulty left the
Gayley Avenue building, with
Steven moving into a house in
Westwood. McNulty is currently
staying with Steven and is looking
to rent a house with several of his
friends in the near future.
McNulty’s younger brother, however, was banned from the property by Copen and is still searching
for a new place to live, McNulty
said. In the meantime, McNulty
said his younger brother is staying
with their parents.
“Dr. Copen banned me from the
building forever, me and anyone
with the last name McNulty. He
said, ‘No McNultys are ever
allowed back in 611,’” McNulty
said.

Steven and McNulty questioned Copen’s fitness to serve as
owner of a rental property, citing
other incidents such as the alleged
removal of a Black Lives Matter
banner and multiple instances of
Copen allegedly entering units
without giving advance notice
and without a valid reason, such
as an emergency.
“We’re personally sick that this
behavior has been hidden in the
shadows for so long,” Steven
said.
“That guy should not be a landlord. That guy should not be in
charge of any properties … Dr.
Copen is just a terrible person,”
McNulty added.
Elliot, of the Beverly Hills
Renters Alliance, said Copen has
a reputation in Beverly Hills for
improving and maintaining his
properties only when the city
demands action be taken, and
Copen’s tenants have reported
problems to the BHRA in the
past.
“He kind of epitomizes that
landlord who extracts all of the
revenue out of his properties and
lets the properties go,” Elliot said.
Elliot added that he doesn’t
believe Beverly Hills needs landlords who manage their properties the way Copen allegedly did
on Aug. 31 at UCLA.
“That eviction was wrong on so
many levels, illegal on so many
levels, and if he’s doing it to those
guys, he’s doing it to other people, so the word needs to get out,”
Elliot added.
Daniel Yukelson, executive
director of the Apartment
Association of Greater Los
Angeles, declined to comment on
Copen’s case without being more
familiar with the allegations and
hearing Copen’s side of the story.
He pointed out that there are “bad
actors” on both sides of disputes
between landlords and tenants.
“Nevertheless, one of our association’s primary goals is to
increase professionalism within
the multifamily rental housing
industry and to keep our members
apprised of existing laws and
pending regulations,” Yukelson
said in an email. “We do not condone under any circumstances
illegal behavior by rental-housing
providers, whether such behavior
is in the form of any type of discrimination, tenant harassment,
failure to provide housing that
meets habitability standards and
local code, shutting off of utilities
or other illegal behavior … As
rental-property owners, we are in
the business of providing housing. We are not in the eviction
business. We serve our customers, the renters at our properties, just like any other business
serves its customers and provides
the best customer service possible.”

Supervisors seek oversight of homeless funds
On Aug. 27, Supervisors Mark
Ridley-Thomas, 2nd District, and
Janice Hahn, 4th District, called for
exploring new governance models
to improve the accountability and
oversight of funds for homeless
services after a newly released
review uncovered flaws in the Los
Angeles
Housing
Services
Authority’s internal controls over
the reporting and validation of performance data.

The Los Angeles County
Auditor-Controller
reviewed
LAHSA’s performance data from
July 2018 through June 2019,
when LAHSA and its contractors
provided services, primarily
funded through Measure H, to
approximately 70,000 people
who were either homeless or at
risk of becoming homeless. The
review found that LAHSA was
initially unable to provide docu-

mentation (such as a detailed list
of clients served), and that performance data was not always accurately reported and resulted in an
overstatement of program outcomes.
In 2018, the county’s auditorcontroller reviewed LAHSA’s
financial transactions, internal controls and compliance, and concluded that LAHSA’s fiscal operations
needed improvement.
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Project moving toward
October planning hearing
From page 1
Millennium Hollywood project,
which was later scrapped after a
court ruling in 2015 in favor of
opponents. The new proposed project by developer MP Los Angeles
is a 4.5-acre, mixed-use community
that would be built just north of
Hollywood Boulevard on both
sides of Vine Street. The Capitol
Records Building will be preserved.
The project will include two
buildings – one 35 stories and the
other 46 stories – along with two 11story buildings. It will house 1,005
residential units, of which 872 will
be market-rate units and 133 will be
for low income seniors. MP Los
Angeles plans to have the senior
housing managed by the nonprofit
Menorah Housing Foundation.
According to a project description
posted online by the planning
department, an alternative option is
being considered based on input
received during the draft EIR
process that began in April. Under
the “Office, Residential and
Commercial Alternative,” the project site would instead be redeveloped with 903 residential units, of
which 770 would be market-rate
units and 133 senior affordable
units. The alternative project would
also include up to 386,347 square
feet of office space and up to 27,140
square feet of commercial uses,
within three new mixed-use buildings ranging in height from 13 to 49
stories, with a maximum building
height of 595 feet. The Capitol
Records complex would also be
preserved under the alternative plan.
The final EIR released last week
is available for public review by visiting planning.lacity.org/development-services/eir. The public may
still provide written comments
about the project and they will be
included in the case file. The Los
Angeles Planning Commission will
likely hold a hearing on the project
in October. Following the commission’s approval, the project will then
move forward for consideration by
the Los Angeles City Council.
The developer has pointed to support in the community from nonprofits and others who provided
input during the draft EIR process.
They included representatives from
social services organizations including St. Barnabas Senior Services and
the Menorah Housing Foundation.
“It was gratifying to hear support
for our plans from such a diverse
group of community leaders and
members,” said Mario Palumbo,
managing partner of MP Los
Angeles. “We are proud of the partnership with Menorah Housing
which allows us to be a part of the
solution to addressing this city’s
most critical need.”
Opponents are rallying against
the Hollywood Center Project,
many of whom formerly opposed
the Hollywood Millennium project.
They are calling attention to a new
California Geological Survey letter

submitted in July during the draft
EIR process that hypothesizes there
may be active fault lines running
beneath the project site that are offshoots of the Hollywood Fault,
which runs north of the property.
MP Los Angeles has commissioned
private geological studies that
found no active faults running
beneath the property.
“Who should the public believe?
A self-interested developer with billions at stake, or independent governmental agencies that have no
dog in this hunt except to protect
the public from earthquake dangers,” said attorney Robert P.
Silverstein, who filed the lawsuit
that resulted in the 2015 ruling halting the Millennium development
and is currently leading the opposition to the Hollywood Center
Project. “The CGS is critical of
Millennium’s studies because the
developer’s studies were biased,
flawed and basically worthless.”
The CGS’s claims are based on
an analysis of seismic reports by the
U.S. Geological Survey included in
the draft EIR indicating a fault may
be near the proposed project site.
MP Los Angeles refuted the CGS’s
claims as “false and misleading”
and stands by seismic studies conducted over the past five years by
Group Delta, a private geotechnical
engineering firm. Those studies,
reviewed and approved by city
geologists, state that no active faults
run beneath the property.
“CGS still refuses to accept the
science and continues to chase a
preordained conclusion that has
been repeatedly disproven by the
facts,” said Philip Aarons, a principal at MP Los Angeles. “When the
science does not support an active
fault, that science should be
respected, not undermined by
repeatedly disregarding the exhaustive, reliable data that demonstrates
no active faults exist on the site.”
Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District,
plans to consider input and findings
in the EIR, spokesman Tony
Arranaga said.
“Councilmember O’Farrell will
review public testimony, as well as
evaluate the impacts and merits of
the project and will make further
comments at that time,” Arranaga
added.
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WeHo chamber assists
struggling businesses
From page 1
Health, many businesses with
indoor operations are finding new
life in outdoor commercial space.
“It’s always really hard when a
business shutters in our city. We’re
definitely doing everything we can
to make sure that our businesses are
staying alive and are pivoting,” he
said. “West Hollywood has a lot of
culture, and we have a lot of great
businesses that have been with us
since the inception of the city.”
While not an immediate fix to the
significantly reduced revenue for
most businesses, West Hollywood’s
free COVID-19 webinar series on
its YouTube channel offers a multitude of informational presentations.
From assisting West Hollywood’s
brick-and-mortar stores in launching their e-commerce operations
during COVID-19 to delving into
the COVID-19 relief options, the
webinars are aimed at helping small
businesses survive.
The city has partnered with the
West Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce to offer mediation services for commercial tenants and
landlords. Aimed at helping tenants and their landlords reach
mutually agreeable settlements on
how to structure rent deferral and
reductions, the mediation services
are geared toward helping businesses reopen and stay in business.
There is currently a temporary
moratorium on evictions for commercial tenants whose net income
has been impacted by COVID-19,
protecting them from eviction due
to non-payment of rent between
the period of March 16 and Sept.
30. At its upcoming meeting on
Sept. 21, the City Council will discuss the possibility of extending
the commercial eviction moratorium.
Per the city’s ordinance, businesses with 20 or fewer employees
will have one year to repay back
rent. Those businesses with more
than 21 employees will have six
months to repay back rent to landlords.
In addition to having implemented over a dozen local business relief
measures, the city also compiled
additional resources available for
businesses, including its COVID19
business
toolkit,
at
weho.org/business.
While “retail operations are
pretty much at a standstill,”
Kespradit said that the city is
actively working with the county
to find ways to reopen its bar sector and historical venues like the
Whisky a Go Go.
“I feel really bad for many businesses. So many of the small businesses are closed or just never
going to reopen,” said Kenny
Tashman, third-generation owner of
Tashman Home Center. The West
Hollywood hardware store, which
has been on Santa Monica
Boulevard for 60 years, is among
the limited number of essential
businesses that never had to close
during the pandemic. Tashman said
his store continues to find increasing favor with locals who “realize
they’re going to be in their house
probably for the next year” and are
using the time to make home
repairs and undertake gardening
and painting projects.
In the beginning of the pandemic,
Tashman recalled selling around
50,000 face masks in the first three
months. Like all businesses, getting
PPE for clients like protective

masks and sanitizer was a challenge.
“It was a zoo. It was crazy. In the
beginning, nobody had them. I was
the only guy,” he recalled, noting
that in all this time, not one of his
35 employees has tested positive
for COVID-19. “It was kind of
chaotic. Everybody was so nervous, but my staff really held it
together.”
Then came the civil unrest.
“That was really traumatic for
the neighborhood because a lot of
businesses
got
smashed,”
Tashman recalled, noting that
locals banded together to board up
businesses and are continuing to
offer support to impacted businesses. Many neighboring small
businesses, like nail salons and
massage parlors, he suspected will
never again reopen.
While supermarkets, big box
retailers, cannabis providers and
liquor stores may have remained
open throughout the pandemic,
inside dining at restaurants and
bars without a full kitchen have
remained closed for the bulk of
the pandemic. Retailers are at significantly reduced capacity and
hair salons were only recently
allowed to reopen at 25% capacity.
News recently broke that the
Wild West-themed Flaming
Saddles had closed, and just east
on Santa Monica Boulevard
another gay bar, Gym Sportsbar,
was in the process of finding a
new space in which to reopen
once the county again allows bars
to resume operations. There are
roughly 30 bars in the West
Hollywood landscape, including
those in hotels. Neither of the
city’s two longest serving council
members, Mayor Pro Tempore
John Heilman and Councilman
John Duran believe that the closure of gay businesses will dramatically impact the city.
Since its incorporation as a city in
1984, West Hollywood has been the
Los Angeles epicenter for the
LGBT movement. Duran said that
of the “38% to 39%” of residents
who identify as LGBT, some will
need to move out of the city in
response to the pandemic.
“I think West Hollywood’s identity as an LGBT mecca will survive and its institutions will continue to be reshaped,” he said.
“We’ve endured so much historically, from an AIDS epidemic to
criminalization of our existence to
being able to get married to the
freedom to serve in the military.
We have taken on popes, presidents and disease, and we’ve
always been able to rebound and
come out strongly. We’re very
resilient under extreme pressures.”
Earlier this year, Christopher
Street West, the nonprofit that produces the annual LA Pride Festival
and Parade, announced that it
would be moving the three-day
event out of West Hollywood, in
part to collaborate with other movements for social change.
Heillman said he expected that
additional businesses across West
Hollywood would shut down or
change hands soon.
“There are establishments that
close and there are new ones that
open,” he said. “There is a constant
evolution in every business community.”
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Melrose plan faced public-safety concerns
From page 1
lane reduction would impact the
ability to keep Melrose open
should there be a requirement for
an emergency response on
Melrose. The presence of police
and fire, whether it is an engine
company or multiple police vehicles, would in all likelihood immediately close Melrose in both
directions. Having received letters
of great concern from both departments, as well as private conversations with leadership from these
departments, I know their concerns are serious.”
“Uplift Melrose” was supported
by the Melrose Business
Improvement District and the Mid
City West Community Council
because of the economic, aesthetic
and infrastructure benefits they
said it would have created in the
Melrose District.
“I’m not just utterly disappointed, I’m shocked. I found
[Koretz’s] decision to be unconscionable,” said Isack Fadlon, a
member of the Melrose BID’s
board and owner of the Sportie LA
shoe store on Melrose Avenue.
“To reach a decision that essentially turns its back on the community
is unacceptable.”
Fadlon added that it was further
disappointing because the councilman’s support was only needed at
this point so the city could apply
for the grant to get the conceptual
plan moving forward. Plans to
address issues such as public safety, traffic congestion and parking
could have been worked out later
and the public would have been
involved at every step.
Koretz cited other reasons for
not supporting the plan.
“I also believe that this will
result in a short-term loss of more
marginal businesses during construction,” Koretz said in the letter.
“Longer term, I think it is likely to
raise rents once it is completed,
knocking out remaining smaller
businesses that give Melrose its
charm, for better-funded, more
chain-like businesses.”
The councilman also cited the
traffic congestion he believes
would occur on surrounding
streets once traffic lanes are
reduced to one lane in each direction on Melrose Avenue.
“Melrose is used to get to and
from work, to and from school, to
and from hospitals, and has been
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“Uplift Melrose” would have reduced Melrose Avenue to two lanes of
car traffic to make room for pedestrians, cyclists and sidewalk dining.

used as a main access route for
decades. Traffic impacts related to
the significant reduction in lanes
could be a tragic catastrophe for residents and neighboring communities,” Koretz said. “Tens of thousands of vehicles may be displaced,
thereby establishing detours and
overflow onto streets that weren’t
meant to handle that level of traffic.”
Pierson Blaetz, who operates
the Melrose Trading Post and
Greenway Arts Alliance at Fairfax
High School and is also a Melrose
BID board member, said there was
much community support for the
project, including from the business community and Fairfax High
School. He said the councilman
appears to have listened only to
the desires of residents who
oppose the project because of traffic and parking concerns, instead
of business owners and other
stakeholders who supported the
“Uplift Melrose” project because
of the benefits it would create in
the Melrose District.
“I am very disappointed. There
was overwhelming support for it,”
Blaetz said. “If a major reason is a
minority of residents around the
street were objecting, I object to
that. I feel like everyone’s opinion
should be considered.”
Mid City West board member
Michael Schneider directly criticized Koretz in a tweet on Sept. 8.
“You need more than homeowners in CD5 to win as controller, Paul,” Schneider wrote in
the tweet, referencing Koretz’s
campaign for Los Angeles City
Controller in 2022. “And progressives won’t forget this decision,
nor should they.”
Opponents praised Koretz’s
decision not to support “Uplift
Melrose.” Many residents in the

surrounding neighborhood were
concerned about the plan’s potential effect on their neighborhood.
“It was the right decision, he did
the right thing. It was an ill-conceived idea,” said Peter Nichols,
co-founder of the Melrose Action
Neighborhood Watch. “The
impact was just too great.”
Richard Pink, owner of Pink’s
Hot Dogs and a longtime resident of
the Melrose District, supported the
“Uplift Melrose” proposal but said
he understands why Koretz made
the decision not to support the plan.
“I think the No. 1 issue is public
safety. For me, that overrides
everything,” Pink said. “There are
other issues, traffic overflowing on
residential streets and the loss of
parking, all of which I hoped could
be solved. But one of my biggest
concerns is public safety, and I am
on board with Councilman
Koretz’s decision.”
In his letter to the community,
Koretz referenced a $3.9 million
grant from Metro that the Melrose
BID has secured that he hopes will
bring some of the benefits from
the proposed “Uplift Melrose”
plan to the community. Specific
plans for that funding have not
been finalized.
“It’s hard to turn down tens of
millions of dollars [in the Caltrans
grant], but I believe that is the only
prudent course of action,” Koretz
said in the letter. “Melrose already
has won a $3.9 million grant to
improve safety and beautify the
street. I believe a lot can be done to
revitalize Melrose with these
funds. Let’s all work together to
make a good plan to use that
money, seek other similar grants
and do what we can for Melrose
without causing any harm along
the way.”

Virtual 5K fundraises for ovarian cancer research
September is National Ovarian
Cancer Awareness Month, and the
Ovarian Cancer Circle is hosting
the “Teal There’s a Cure Virtual
5K” between Sept. 29 and Oct. 13.
Participants select one day and
one race, and runners choose their
own virtual course, such as through
a park, along the shoreline, down a
woodsy trail or on their home treadmill. Runners can track their time
and speed, run solo or form a team.
Runners, joggers, kids and walkers
are all welcomed.
The Circle was founded by
Paulinda Babbini in memory of her
daughter, Robin Babbini, who was
diagnosed with advanced ovarian
cancer as a high school senior and
who died in 2006 when she was 20
years old.
The Circle commits 100% of its
fundraising to the G.O. Discovery
Lab, a research laboratory at UCLA
studying gynecologic cancers that is
directed by the Circle’s affiliate
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Paulinda Babbini, left, founded the Ovarian Cancer Circle in memory of
her daughter, Robin Babbini, right.

gynecologic oncologist, Dr. Sanaz
Memarzadeh. Clinical trials are
underway to find an urgently needed
early diagnostic screening test and

better, more effective treatments.
To register, visit theovariancancercircle.org. For information,
call (323)610-8991.
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